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the  combustioa  of  coal.  Under  existing 
oonditions  we  secure  only  a  modicum  of 
that  power.  Should  they  succeed  in  get- 
ting fron  coal  four  or  ii\-e  times  the  heat- 
ing power  at  present  obtained  frcm  it, 
they  might  easily  double  the  speed  of  ves- 
sels  without  s^iously  adding  to  the  cost 
of  running  them.  What  an  enormous  ad- 
vantage £at  would  be  to  a  country  like 
Australia,  isolated  as  it  is  from  the  great 
bodies  of  peoi^e  who  wish  to  have  inter- 
course with  us,  and  to  exchange  goods  with 
us.  If  such  a  state  of  things  were 
brought  about,  we  should  occupy  a  very 
happy  positiod,  and  tiie  Government  would 
undoubtedly  appeal  to  the  company  to 
which  we  were  paying  a  subsidy  to  bring 
their  ships  up  to  date.  Of  course,  we  all 
hope  that  the  same  rate  of  progress  which 
has  characterized  mechanical  science  in  the 
past  vdll  continue.  If  it  does,  we  shall 
have  reason  tD  congratulate  ourselves.  I 
think  that  the  Government,  having  decided 
to  include  the  whole  of  the  Commonwealth 
in  this  new  mail  contract,  should  also  see 
that  no  State  is  asked  to  pay  a  special  sub- 
udy  to  the  mail  ■  steamers  tta  calling  at 
its  chief  port  Concerning  the  practica- 
bility of  Uie  Commmwealth  successfully 
conducting  a  line  of  steamers  of  its  own 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  produce  and 
passengers  between  Australia  and  other 
parts  of  the  world,  I  have  no  doubt  what- 
ever. I  wish  to  set  a^de  at  once  the  mis- 
taken idea  whidi  is  entertained  outside — 
an  idea  which  has  been  propagated  by  hon- 
cvable  memb«s  opposite — that  the  Labour 
Party  seek  to  introduce  a  white  ocean 
polit^.  All  Aat  we  hare  ever  claimed  is 
that  if  we  pay  a  subsidy  to  any  line  of 
ships,  we  have  a  ri^t  to  prescribe  the 
class  of  labour  which  should  be  employed 
upon  them.  If  these  vessels  want  our 
money,  thev  may  have  it  subject  to  that 
condition;  but  if  they  do  not  want  it, 
they  may  carry  out  their  own  conditiofis. 
That  is  a  very  different  matter  from  having 
a  white  ocean  policy. 

Sir  John  Fobkest. — The  members  of 
the  Labour  Party  travel  by  vessels  which 
enipl<^  coloured  labour. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Why  should  not  we  do 
so?  Does  the  right  honorable  member 
suggest  that  I  should  n<^  associate  with  a 
coloured  man  because  I  do  not  desire  to 
have  him  in  my  home?  * 

Sir  JoFiN  FoRRKST. — My  p(nnt  is  that 
we  send  ^lur  goods  by  vessels  whidi  employ 
coloured  labour, 
[228] 


Mr.  FISHER.— I  treat  a  coloured  man 
just  as  I  would  treat  any  other.  In  this 
oonnexicm  I  am  roninded  \^  a  celebrated 
individual  in  America  who  in  the  north 
during  the  exdteroent  of  rebellion  lifted 
his  hat  to  a  coloured  man,  and  was  up- 
braided for  so  doing.  His  reply  was  that 
he  would  not  be  outdone  in  courtesy  by 
any  man. 

Sir  John  Foksest. — ^We  send  our  goods 
by  steamers  carrying  black  labour,  and  yet 
the  party  to  which  the  honoraUe  member 
belongs  draws  the  line  at  die  carriage  of 
mails  by  such  vessels. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  honorable  member 
seems  exceedingly  dense. 

Sir  John  Fouest. — That  is  bluster.  I 
am  not  more  dense  than  is  the  hmorable 
member. 

Mt.  FISHER.— I  will  withdraw  the 
word  "dense,"  and  say  that  the  honorable 
member  does  not  exhibit  his  usual  aptitude 
in  grasping  my  statement.  What  I  said 
was  that  the  Labour  Party  had  never 
claimed  that  we  should  have  a  white  ocean 
policy.  All  that  we  claim  is  that  if  we 
pay  a  subsidy  to  a  certain  line  of  steamers, 
we  have  a  nght  to  say  under  what  ccmdi- 
tions  it  shall  be  paid. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^A  man  who  sends 
freight  by  any  vessel  pays  a  subsidy. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  members  of  the 
party  which  I  have  the  honour  to  lead  have 
two  things  to  guard  against.  We  are  the 
political  pioneers  in  tbese  matters,  and  we 
are  subjected  to  more  misrepresoitation 
than  is  any  otiier  party.  Moreover,  it  is 
misrepres«itation  of  a  kind  that  we  cannot 
catch  up  to.  It  is  just  as  well,  therefore, 
tKat  our  positiwi  should  be  clearly  stated, 
so  that  every  h(M)est  man  who  wishes  to  do 
justice  to  a  political  opponent  will  know 
exactly  what  it  is.  We  say  that  white 
labour  should  be  empl(^ed  only  under  cer- 
tain c(xiditi(»is. 

Sir  John  Forrest. —  We  pay  poundage 
charges  to  vessels  upcm  whidi  cokMired 
labour  is  employed. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Under  the  Postal  Union 
Convention  we  have  no  power  to  do  any- 
thing else.  Are  we  not  a  party  to  that 
Convention?  It  is  astonishing  to  me 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Swan, 
who  has  been  aiMinister  of  the  Crown, 
shcKiId  not  know  fhe  facts.  The  dvilixed 
nations  of  the  world  have  agreed  to  cer- 
tain combined  action  in  order  to  accelerate 
the  transmisum  of  mails^  and^^aj  is 
quite  apart  from  '^'Sife  pa™«nr^er  "»y 
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subsidy.  But  the  honorable  member  for 
Swan  doe^  not  seem  able  to  comprehend 
these  simple  matters  this  morning. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  truth  is  that 
tjie  honorable  member  fw  Wide  Bay  is 
"on  a  bad  wicket." 

Mr.  KiSHER.— I  am  afraid  that  it  is 
labour  in  vain  to  endeavour  to  enlighten  the 
honorable  member. 

Sir  John  Fobj(£st>  —  The  hoiorable 
member  and  his  party  change  their  ground 
so  often  that  we  do  not  Imow  where  they 
afe. 

Mt.  fisher.—  I  accept  that  chal- 
lenge, and  ask  the  honorable  member  to 
show  when  or  where  we  have  changed  our 
^ound-  on  a'  question  of  principle.  Our 
policy,  part  of  which  is  embodied  in  the 
ar.endment  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Barrier,  is  .  published  to  the  world — we 
ija.e  nothing  to  conceal.  There  is  every 
opportunity  for  successful  attack  .  if  we 
change  our  j)rinciples.  The  fact  is  that 
we  are  criticised  and  opposed,  not  because 
we  change  our  principles,  but  because  we 
are  convincing  the  people  as  to  the  truth 
of  our  prindples. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.—!  find  it  almost  im- 
possible to  follow'  tho  honorable  member, 
oiving  to  the  numerous  conversations  which 
are  being  carried  on,  and  to  the  frequent 
inter  iectiohs.  I  must  ask  honorable 
rnembers  to  observe  the  Ordinary  rules  of 
debate. 

Mr.  FISHER. — In  my  opinion,  many 
great  advantages  would  follow  from  the 
estaUishment  or  a  Commonwealth  line  of 
mail  steamers.    The  proposed    mail  con- 
tract, excellent  as  it  is  in  the  way  of  pro- 
viding cool  storage,  and  for   the  calling 
of  the  mail  steamers  at  all  the  principal 
ports  from  Fremantle  to  Bri^ane,  will 
not  accomplish  all  that  could  be  aocom- 
plished    by    a    Cmnmonwealth    line  of 
steamers.      If  it  be  our  obiect.  by  means 
of  a  mail  subsidy,  to  assist  the  primary 
prodocen,    then    the   contract   goes  too 
far,  or  does  not  go  far  enough.    It  is 
not  sufficient  that  the  steamers  should  call 
at  the  principal  ports.  One  might  imagine 
that    the   larger  centres    of  popuilation 
would  be  well  able  to  look  after  themselves 
in  this  connexion,  and  that  our  attention 
and  assistance  wduld  be  devoted  to  nnaller 
centres  which  are  mote  difficult  of  acoesst 
That  assistance  U  withheld,  not  because 
the  claims   are   not   just,    but  because 
the  political  infiuenoe  exercised  by  sudi 
places  is  not  equal  to  moving  Parliament. 
W  a  Comraonwealth  Una  of  steamers 


there  might  be  subsidiary  lines  to  oxivey^ 
produce  from  small  ports  to  the  large  ports. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Is  not  that 
done  now  ? 

Mr.  FISHER.— That  may  be,  but  pro-' 
duoers  at  the  smaller  ports  have  in  the 
past  been  s^iously  penalized.  Under 
such  a  scheme  as  I  ha.ve  indicated,  the  cost' 
to  the  producers  would  be -  reduced,  and' 
the  protection  of  the  produce  wbuld  be  as--, 
sored.  The  small  producers  would  be 
able.tolcons^  their  goods  practically  froni' 
their  farm.  The  Commonweahh  has  corl-'. 
trol  of  the  Customs  and  the  Post  Offite'; 
and  there  are  crflicials  of  both  Departments 
in  every  port  and  every  little  village.  It 
would  be  possible  to  post  up  at  everv' 
post-office  each  day,  or,  at  least,  each," 
week,  the  ruling  prices  of  goods  in  tfie 
various  parts  of  the  wOTld,  and  the  con- 
signments could  be  sent  im  with  the  aid; 
of  the  Government  officials,  thus  saving  thfr 
high  ctMnmission  charges  whidh  are  af  pre- 
sent made- 
Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — What  an  army 
of  public  servants  would  be  required. 

Mr.  FISHER.-That  Is  an  old  crv.  If 
a  public  servant  is  doing  more  efficiently; 
work  usually  done  by  private  individuals, 
what  hanh  is  there? 

Mr.  Harper.- There  is  a  big  "if.'' 
Mr.  FISHER. — In  every  reform  there 
Is  a  big  "if."  We  have  heard  the  honor- 
able member  for  Flinders  say  that  rates- 
on  State-owned  failwavs  are  20  per  cent 
cheaper  than  they  are  on  privately -owned 
lines ;  and  if  we  extend  the  principle  we 
shall  greatlv  help  those  pet^le  who  have  to 
make  their  living  on  the  land.  We  know 
how  producers  are  overcharged  bv  oommis- 
sion  agents,  and  how  very  often  it  is  un- 
certain whether  there  wilt  be  any  return. 
If  Governmont  officials  do  not  carry  oiit 
their  duties  properly,  complaint  is  made 
in  this  House  immediately,  and  iniustice 
can  be  r«»edied.  .  A  Ccmmonwealth  line 
of  steamers  is  not  onlv  possible,  but  would 
be  protitable  and  beneficial,  more  es- 
peciallv  to  those  who  toil  on  the  land.  I 
have  often  expressed  these  ideals  both  in 
this  House  and  outside. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Why  do  not 
the  Government  officials  do  that  work  now  ? 
There  is  nothii^  to  prevent  them. 

Mr.  FISH£k1 — Government  officials  are 
doing  th^t  work  in  a  lesser  degree,  and- 1 
am  glad  to  say  they  are  doing  it  very  well — 
better  than  in  any  othey^countrv  in  the 
world.     The  i»jto^(So4j|^^ 
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safer  and  better  in  every  respect  than  pri- 
vately-owned railways  elsewhere;  and  we 
ought  to  be  proud  of  the  fact,  which  only 
bears  out  my  contention  that  State  con- 
trol is  better  than  [H^tvate  control.  I  hope 
the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  Com- 
monwealth will  undertake  to  furnish  every- 
body in  the  community  with  informa- 
tion regarding  trade  and  commerce,  and 
will  do  ever>thmg  possible  to  assist  in  the 
transportation  of  prodooe^  with  a  view  to 
reducing  the  present  commission  charges. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOiMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [12.31]. — I  intend  lo  be  as  brief 
as  possible,  because  at  this  stage  of  the 
session  we  cannot  discuss  any  question  so 
lengthily  as  we  would  at  another  time. 
My  principal  reason  for  rising  is  to  reply 
to  some  remarks  made  by  the  hmorable 
member  for  Barrier  last  night  when  he  sub- 
mitted his  amendment.  I  cannot  com- 
plain of  the  honorable  manber's  criticism 
of  myself  j  in  fact,  I  think  be  gave  me 
undue  credit.  I  can  (»ily  say  that  if  there 
was  any  merit  in  the  sp^ch  in  which  I  re- 
plied to  the  honorable  member  on  a  pre- 
vious occasion,  it  was  due  to  the  strength 
of  his  ovn  address,  on  the  good  tone  of 
which  I  can  also  oongratuuite  him.  I 
shall  not  press  the  line  of  compliment 
further,  or  we  may  deteriorate  inip 
a  mutual  admiraticm  society.  If  I  under- 
stood the  honorable  member  aright — I  may 
perhaps  have  been  mistaken,  because  my 
atXenticm  was  distracted  a  little  at  the  time 
— his  later  speech,  while  it  had  all  the 
ability  of  his  previous  speech  to  which  I 
have  referred,  was  certainly  not  so  desir- 
able in  lis  \oa&.  i  understood  the  bcNnor* 
able  member  to  say  that  capitalism  has  been 
guilty  of  every  crime  in  tlie  Decalogue — 
that  it  is  heartless,  treacherous,  deceitful, 
and  so  forth.  Perhaps  the  h(XK»abIe  mem- 
ber was  quoting  somebody  eFsej  but  I 
understood  him  to  say  that  Chambers  of 
Commerce  would  sell  Jesus  Christ  for 
thirty  pieces  of  silver. 

Mr.  Thomas. — I  said  that  Chambers  of 
Commerce  would  crucify  Christ  for  thirty 
pieces  oi  silver. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  The 
honorable  member  for  Wide  Bay  ob- 
jects, to  the  criticism  that'  has  beoi 
difpclcd  t&  the '  men^vs  of  his  party, 
wfaooi  he  described  as  -  misrepresented 
indneerft.  He  objects  to  the  criticism 
dbeded  against  them  as  Socialists^to  the 
tkax^  that  tber  are  in  favour  of  laxity  of 
Ihe  marriage  tie,  against  religion,  and  in 
&TOur  of  depriving  parents  of  the  custody 
[228}— 2 


of  their  own  children.  To  that  criticism  the 
honca'able  member  objects,  a'ld  he  rightly 
objects  so  long  as  these  ideas  are  nor  advo- 
cated by  his  party.  But  is  it  right  for 
them,  although  objecting  to  the  criticism 
of  opjOTnents  as  (ishonorable  and  unfair 
who  refer  to  the  views  of  some  Socialists 
as  the  opinions  of  all,  to  overlook  all  that 
is  good  that  is  associated  with  capital- 
ism, and  picking  out  instances  of  evil,  to 
declare  that  these  exceptional  cases  apply 
to  alt  Chambers  of  Commerce  and  to  cap- 
Jtalism.  Those  associated  with  Chambers 
of  Commerce  and  caoitalists  have  as  much 
right  to  object  to  criticism  such  as  we  have 
heard  as  have  the  Socialists  in  this  House 
to  object  to  being  criticised  because  of 
\iews  held  by  other  Socialists  which 
they  do  not  themselves  accept.  The 
criticism  of  which  I  am  cmnplaining  is 
cheap  and  easy,  but  it  is  unworthy  of  any 
honorable  member.  There  are  evils  con- 
nected with  capitalism,  and  there  are  un- 
desirable persrais  connected  with  Chambers 
of  Commerce;  but  if  those  persons  are  no 
better,  they  are  no  worse  than  the  people 
with  whom  the  honorable  member  associ- 
ates, and  whom  he  represents, 
ifr.  Fisher. — That  is  fair. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  is  not 
right  to  use  particular  instances  as  if  they 
were  of  general  application.  Coming  to 
the  amendment,  I  shall  not  occupy  much 
time  in  dealing  with  the  financial  question 
.which  it  raises,  because  the  honorable  mem-^ 
ber  for  Barrier  did  not  deal  with  it  at 
length.  He  was  right  in  saying  that  when 
I  criticised  his  proposals  on  a  fcwmer 
occasion  there  was  a  great  difference  be- 
tween my  results  and  those  at  which  he 
had  arrived.  He  has  acknowledged,  how- 
ever, that  I  did  not  take  the  extreme 
figures  put  forward  by  steamship  owners. 
The  Orient  Company  claimed  that  on  each 
round  trip  the  extra  expense  of  running 
the  larger  boats  is  j£io,ooo.  I  took  only 
half  of  that  amount,  but  I  showed  a  con- 
siderable loss  where  the  honorable  member 
for  Barrier  showed  a  prolit.  The  Com- 
mission of  which  he  was  chairman  obtained 
from  Mr.  Coghlan  a  price  few  steamers  of 
the  class  which  they  recommended-^ 
j^375»ooo  each.  But  I  pointed  out  that 
that  is  what  mie  of  those  vessels 
would  cost  delivered  from  the  builder's 
hands,  and  that  there  would  still  be  the 
furnishings  to  pay  for.  The  jMOViding 
.of  linen,  cutlery;  plate,  bedding,  and  other 
furnishings  .  for    a    big    steamer  costs 
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probably  j£2S,ooo.  Therefore,  I  put  the 
cost  of  each  vessel  at  ^£400,000,  and  the 
rate  at  which  the  Coaimonwealth  could  bor- 
row at  3I  per  cent.,  instead  of  at  3  per 
cent,  which  was  the  estimate  of  the  hon- 
orable member.  I  also  axgued  that  nine 
boats  would  be  required  to  provide  a  re- 
gular service.  I  do  not  mean  that  it  would 
be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  own  nine  vessels ;  but  provision 
would  have  to  be  made  for  the  ocxasicHial 
chartering  of  a  ninth  to  prevent  interrup- 
tion to  the  service  fnxn  break-downs,  or 
docking  for  large  repairs.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  there  are  nine  vessels  now  in  the 
Australian  sailing  lists  of  the  Orient 
and  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navi- 
gation Companies.  However,  in  one  of  my 
calculations  I  allowed  for  eight  boats  only, 
and,  accepting  the  estimate  of  cost 
furnished  by  Mr.  Coghlan — ;^375'Ooo 
— showed  that  there  would  be  a  loss 
of  ^336,000.  Of  course,  there  must 
be  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the  correct- 
ness of  that  result  I  cannot  cltum  infalli- 
bility, any  more  lhan  the  honorable  mem- 
ber can.  But  as  he  has  not  jrone  into  the 
matter  again  to  substantiate  his  estimates, 
I  shall  not  do  so.  He  asks"  how  is  it,  If 
such  a  loss  would  be  incurred,  that  a  pri- 
vate company,  which  must  make  profits, 
is  willing  to  enter  into  the  proposed  con- 
tract, and  to  provide  vessels  similar  to 
those  suggested  for  the  Commonwealth 
fleet  My  first  answer  to  the  honorable 
member  is  that  I  am  not  amcerned  whether 
the  Orient  Steam  Navigation  Ccwnpany 
loses  m(Hiey  or  not,  but  that  it  is  my 
duty  to  see  that  the  Commonwealth  does 
not  lose  m<mey.  In  the  second  place,  the 
circumstanoes  now  are  different  from  what 
thev  were  when  the  calculation  was 
made.  The  cost  of  metal  has  declined 
considerably,  so  that  the  cost  of  building 
steamers  is  probably  lower  than  it  was. 
Then  freights  have  been  increased.  Under 
this  coi^ract  the  butter  freight  will  be 
j£i  3s.  6d.  per  ton  higher  than  it  was, 
and  other  freights  have  risen  because  the 
extreme  cutting  of  freights  to  and  from 
the  East  has  [tactically  ceased.  Then 
passage  rates  have  increased  by  10  p» 
cent. 

Mr.  Batcrelor. — And  the  subsidy  has 
increased. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  pro- 
posed subsidy  is  ;^20,ooo  more  than  was 
calculated  for  by  the  honorable  member  ft*r 
Barrier.  He  put  it  at  j^i  50,000,  making 
Brisbane  a  port  of  call;  but  it  is  to  be 


170,000.  Therefwe,  my  estimate  may 
ve  been  substantially  correct,  and  yet 
under  present  conditions  the  company  may 
be  able  to  make  a  profit 

Mr.  Thomas. — Might  not  a  Commcm- 
wealth  service  also  be  able  to  make  a  pro- 
fit now? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— A  Com- 
mcHiwealth  service  would  have  a  better 
chance  of  making  ends  meet  now  than  ex- 
isted previously ;  but  a  Government  line  of 
steamers  which  had  to  compete  with  (rther 
lines  would  not  be  likely  to  do  nearly  as 
well  as  a  line  privately  owned  and  man- 
aged by  experienced  du-ectors.  I  could 
give  my  reason  for  that  statttnent,  but,  as 
time  is  pressing,  I  shall  not  do  sa  I  ad- 
mit that  when  a  franchise  or  a  practical 
monopoly  is  concerned,  the  question  must 
always  arise,  is  it  better  to  give  it  to  private 
persons  or  to  a  1  low  the  Government  to 
exercise  it  ?  But  in  this  case  there  is  no 
monopoly.  As  the  hotvHable  member  for 
Parramatta  has  pointed  out,  the  sea  is  not 
like  the  earthf  on  which  you  put  down  two 
lines  of  rails  or  undo*  which  you  place  a 
line  of  pipes.  It  provides  facilities  for 
any  amount  of  oxnpetition. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Is  there  not  something  in 
the  argument  that  a  subsidized  mail  com- 
pany is  removed  from  ordinary  competi- 
tion ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  must, 
in  the  first  instance,  compete  with  other 
companies  to  obtain  the  subsidy,  and  after 
it  is  subsidized,  it  must  compete  with  odier 
lines  for  passengers  and  freight. 

Mr.  Cars. — How  many  companies  were 
in  a  position  to  tender  for  this  contract? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Besides 
the  mail  companies,  some  of  the  biggest 
shipping  cfMupanies  in  the  world  run  steam- 
ers to  Australia,  and  they  were  in  a  ,p<»i- 
tion  to  tender.  So,  too,  were  other  British 
companies. 

Mr.  Cahr.— The  fact  that  they  did  not 
tender  shows  that  they  were  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  do  sa 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  fact 
that  other  tenders  were  above  that  of  the 
Orient  Company,  and  that  some  lines  did 
not  tender  at  all,  only  shows  that  those 
concerned  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to 
make  a  greater  effort  to  obtain  the  contract. 

Mr.  Hughes.— Competition  can  never 
be  keener  than  it  is  now.  The  Peninsular 
and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company 
savs  that  its  Australian  tcjiffic  is  not  pro- 
fitkble,  and  the  dt^fey^opW® 
pay.  ^ 


Mail  Service        [22  November,  1907.]       to  Burope, 


6437 


Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— There  is 
good  evidence  that  the  Orient  Company  has 
not  paid  in  the  past.  It  has  paid  those 
who  have  handled  the  business,  but  it  ha& 
not  retunied  interest  on  capital.  In  this 
case  there  is  no.  monopoly.  Of  cxnirse, 
anytiung  may  by  combinati(xi  be  made  a 
aooopoly ;  but  we  can  deal  with  shipping 
oombmations  more  easily  than  with  any 
othen,  and  from  time  to  time,  nhen  we  on 
this  side  have  spdcen  of  monopolies,  the 
members  of  the  Labour  Party  have  replied, 
**We  can  deal  with  monopolies." 

Mr.  Hughes. — We  do  not  say  that. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.—Had  the 
fa(HK}rable  m«nber  been  here  more  fre- 
quently, he  would  have  heard  that  state- 
ment from  members  of  his  party.  If  there 
were  such  a  strong  combination  working 
against  Australia  so  that  its  interests 
were  likely  to  be  injured,  I  should  not 
stand  in  the  way  of  a  Common- 
wealth mail  service.  But  no  such  danger 
existe.  We  are  being  asked  to  catsr  upm 
a  new  and  untried  experiment^  whidi  is  not 
likely  to  prove  successful.  I  admit  that 
Government  institutions  have  proved  more 
or  less  successful ;  but  their  success  has  de- 
pended upon  conunercial  management. 

Mr.  Arches. — Besides,  they  have  been 
monopoli^. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.—Yes ;  and 
it  has  been  possible  to  conceal  large  losses 
in  the  general  accounts  <rf  the  Government. 
What  instance  of  success  can  be  pointed  to 
where  a  Government  concern  has  had  to 
compete  against  {wivate -conoems  ? 

Mr.  Hall. — The  State  doihing  factory 
of  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— That  is  a 
small  concern,  and  inquiry  has  shown  that 
at  one  time,  at  all  evwts,  it  was  not  a 
success.  Reference  has  been  made  to  the 
Fitzroy  Dodc;  that  again  was.  omdemned 
by  an  inquiry. 

Mr.  Hall. — The  inquiry  upheld  it. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.~Tt  con- 
demned the  management  and  the  results. 

Mr.  Hughes. — ^Take  the  State  clotiiing 
factory  of  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  is  not 
competitive. 

Mr.  HtTGHES. — In  its  lesults  it  un- 
doubtedly is. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Vlto 
ttie  State  takes  its  ovn  manufactures  and 
shuts  out  others  competition  ceases.  I  fail 
to  see  in  competitive .  Government  manage- 
ment anything  that  would  justify  us  in 


altering  upon  such  an  experiment.  I  de- 
sire now  to  pcnnt  out  how  far  it  is  proposed 
to  carry  the  principle  of  nationalization. 
Snne  honorable  members  of  the  Labour 
Party  will  not  admit  that  they  are  com- 
mitted to  complete  nationalization,  but  in 
this  Parliament  we  have  already  had  pro- 
posals for  the  naticHialization  of  the  iron 
industry,  the  mail  steam-ship  service, 
the  tobacco  industry,  the  sugar  industry, 
and  the  coal-mining  industry.  The  pro- 
gramme of  the  States  Labour  Party  also 
includes  a  proposal  for  the  nationalization 
of  land.    That  surely  is  a  wide  movement. 

Mr.  Thohas. — It  is  a  very  fair  pro- 
gramme. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  is. 

Mr.  Hughes. — One  section  of  the  hOT- 
orable  member's  party  is  in  favour  of  the 
nationalization  of  rents. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  can  be 
claimed  that  Government  institutions  having 
at  thar  head  men  who  are  prepared  to 
manage  them  on  commercial  lines  have  been 
more  or  less  successful.  I  admit  that  in 
one  or  two  cases  such  institutions  have  been 
eminently  successful,  but  what  would  hap- 
pen if  for  instance  the  State-owned  rail- 
ways were  managed,  not  by  men  appointed 
by  the  State  to  control  them,  but  by  the 
votes  of  the  men  within  the  Department. 

Mr.  Hall. — Who  advocates  that? 

Mr.  Hughes. — If  the  honwable  mon- 
ber  ran  a  private  enterprise  on  such  lines 
we  know  what  would  happen, 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— What 
would  happen  if  the  Railway  Department 
of  a  State  were  managed  by  the  votes  of 
its  employes? 

Mr.  Hall. — No  one  believes  in  that. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  — When 
more  than  half  of  the  industries  of  a  State 
are  made  Government  monopolies  the  votes 
of  those  employed  in  them  will  oontKrf  the 
management. 

Mr.  Hughes.— Not  all  the  votes  within 
each  industry. 

Mr.  DUGALD. THOMSON.  —  That 
is  immaterial.  The  ex-leader  of  the 
Labour  Party  has  put  before  us  a  beautiful 
scheme.  He  has  said  that  the  Labour 
Party  do  not  believe  in  the  principle  of 
"  share  and  share  alike " ;  tiiat  such  a 
system  would  sh^uter  society  and  would  be 
Teall;y  impossible.  I  accept  that  statement, 
but  is  the  honorable  member  prepared  to 
say  that  when  all  our  industries  become 
Government  mocK^lies,  and  are  conse- 
quently managed  by   the  votes  of  tho 
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eagiged  m  them,  the  ^ploy^  will  be  satis- 
fied with  varying  rates  of  wages—that  one 
man  will  be  content  to  work  for  a  wage  of 
3^2  a  week  whilst  another  is  receiving 
j^.^.ooo  a  year? 

Mr.  HuGH£S. — Does  the  honorable 
member  mean  to  sav  

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  The  honorable 
member  tot  West  Sydney,  if  he  pteaset, 
may  speak  presently.  I  ask  him  not  to 
interrupt  the  hoa(»abIe  member  who  is 
addressing  the  Chair. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  The 
statement  has  been  made  that  in  Govern- 
ment monopolies  men  would  be  paid 
according  to  the  services  they  rendered.  I 
fully  recognise  the  clearheadedness  of  the 
hcmorable  member  for  South  Sydney,  but 
how  could  he  hope  to  resist  a  donand  for 
an  equal  division  of  wages  in  natimalized 
industries  when  over  50  per  cent,  or  the 
whole  of  the  voters  of  Australia  were  em- 
ployed in  them?  The  larger  number  of 
those  employ^  would  be  receiving  com- 
paratively small  remuneration,  and  their 
votes  would  be  cast  eveity  time  in  the 
direction  of  reducing  the  salaries  of  the 
higher  paid  officers,  and  approaching  an 
equal  division. 

Mr.  Hughes. — What  prevents  equal 
division  at  the  present  time  ?  Could  _  we 
not,  to-morrow,  pass  a  lavr,  if  we  liked, 
providing  for  an  equal  divislcm? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  No; 
that  could  not  be  done  in  connexion  with 
private  enterprise.  Industries  would  have 
to  be  naticHialized. 

Mr,  Tqseph  Cook. — What !  does  the 
honorable  member  for  West  Sydney 
sav  ■ 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order !  Not  only 
are  interjections  agaia  beooming  too  fre- 
quent, but  remarks  are  being  made  across 
the  chamber.  I  ask  the  House  not  to 
force  me  to  use  those  powers  with  which 
I  am  vested,  and  which  I  recognise  should 
be  used  only  in  extreme  cases.  It  would 
be  unpleasant  to  have  to  resort  to  them, 
but  I  shall  certainlv  do  so  if  honwable 
membieis  will  not  place  some  restraint 
upon  tbensselves. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  An 
'equal  dinsicHt  could  be'  secured  6nly  by 
nationalization;  '  It  could  not  be  thought 
about  in  connexion  with  independent  in- 
dividualistic enterprises.  I  shall  not. 
however,  deal  further  with  that  phase  of 
the  question.  Coming  to  the  contract 
itself,  I  think  that  the  Postmaster-General 
«ho9jd  have  given  the  iloose  a  fuller 


explanation  than  he  did  of  the  proceedings 
which  have  taken  place  in  connexion  witb 
the  mail  contract  since  we  were  last  asked 
to  deal  with  the  matter. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  could  have  spoken  for 
two  hours,  but  having  regard  to  the  im- 
portance of  saving  time,  and  knowing 
that  nothing  would  be  gained  by  making 
a  lengthy  explanation,  I  refrained  from 
doing  soi 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  The 
honorable  merriwr  might  have  given  the 
House  a  satisfactory  explanation  without 
speaking  for  two  hours.  He  could  have 
condensed  his  remarks,  as  I  am  endeavour- 
ing to  da  Parliament  should  have  had 
frcon  the  Minister  some  explanation  of  the 
failure  of  the  Laine  contract,  which  was 
spoken  of  so  highly  by  the  Primft 
Minister,  who  had  such  great  expectatioos 
of  it.  I  do  not  think  that  that  failure  has 
been  sufficiently  explained.  It  was  not 
without  warning  that  the  Government  took 
the  course  that  thev  did.  They  were  told 
that  they  ought  to  insist  upon  a  more 
substantial  security.  As  it  was  they  al- 
lowed certain  persons  to  obtain  a  concession 
to  be  "hawked"  through  the  money  markets 
of  Great  Britain.  To  the  evident  astonish- 
ment of  the  Prime  Minister,  who  had  al- 
luded to  the  strength  of  the  omtracting 
parties,  I  said  when  the  contract  was  be- 
fore us  that  the  firm  he  mentioned  was 
really  not  behind  it.  I  pointed  out 
that  it  was  merely  a  proposal  to  deposit 
;^25,ooo  in  order  to  obtain  a  certain 
option,  and  that  there  was  even  no  certainty 
of  our  securing  that  ;^^25,ooo  in  the  event 
of  the  contract  not  being  fulfilled.  We 
have  bad  from  the  Govenunent  no  explana- 
ticm  of  the  cause  of  the  failure,  or  of  the 
reasons  why  the  Government  have  not 
enforced  the  bond. 

.  Mr.  Kino  O'MAtiET.— I  think  Croker 

"cooked"  them. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  The 
GOT*mment  were  told  that  the  contract 
merelv  represented  an  attempt  on  the  part 
of  certain  persons  to  secure  a  concession  in 
the  hope  of  floating  a  company;  that  it 
it  could  be  floated  the  contract  would  be 
fulfilled,  but  that  otherwise  it  would  not; 
I '  ventured  to  say  '  then  that  while  I 
thought  that  the  contract  would  be  a  good 
one  if  it  were  fulfilled.  I  did  not  think 
that  it  would  be.  The  Government  should 
have  taken  greater  precautions  than  the*  did 
to  prevent  the  Commonwealth  being  placed 
in  the  tmfmtunate  position  of  hsving  the 
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option  which  it  gave  "hawked"  through 
the  money  markets  of  Great  Britain. 

Sitting  suspended  from  1.3  to  2.15  P-fi- 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat— Minister  of 
External  Affairs)  [3.15]. — ^Wttb  the  per- 
mission of  the  hcxiorable  member  for  North 
Sydney  I  dxxild  like  to  move  the 
adjouniment  of  the  dei}ate  for  a  few 
minutes  in  (H-der  that  we  may  receive  mes- 
sages frtim  the  Senate  in  relation  to  two 
Bills  which  have  been  returned  frcxn  that 
Chamber.  . 

Mr.  JDuGALD  Thomson. — have  no  ch- 
jectioa. 

'  Delate  (on  motion  by  Mr.  Deakin)  ad- 
joomcd. 

SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  4). 

Bill  returned  from  the  Senate  without 
request. 

BOUNTIES  BILL. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  announced  the  receipt 
of  the  following  message  from  the 
Senate — ■ 

The  Senate  returns  to  tlie  House  of  Represen- 
tatives the  Bill  for  "  An  Act  to  provide  lor  the 
pvjrmeot  of  boimtics  on  tbe  production  of  cer- 
tain eoods,"  and  aegoaiati  the  Hoqse  of  Reptc- 
MBUtivcs  that  the  Senate  docs  not  insist  upon 
its  amendment  No.  9,  disagreed  to  by  the  House 
of  Representatives.  The  Senate  agrees  to  the 
Bjnesdment  o  f  the  House  of  Representatives 
upoo  its  amendment  No.  ii,  and  to  conveqnential 
amendment  in  amendment  No.  a.  The  Senate 
insists  upon  its  amendment  No.  7,  disagreed  to 
by  the  House  of  JLeptcseotatives,  as  shown  in  the 
annexed  schedule,  and  requests  the  recoosidera- 
tion  of  the  Bill  in  respect  to  that  amendment 
and  to  amendments  Nos.  2  and  la,  in  which  the 
Senate  has  made  coiueqaential  amendments,  as 
diown  in  the  annexed  schedule. 

A.  ].  GOVLD,  President. 

The  Senate,  Melboome,  aand  November,  1907. 
Ordered-^ 

Thai  the  menage  be  taken  into  consideration 
forthwith. 

AlotioQ  (by  Mr.  Gtook)  pn^x»ed — 

Tbat  tbe  Home  does  not  insist  upon  disagree- 
iag  wkh  the  Senate's  amendment,  omitting  from 
Ae  first  schedule  tbe  item  "conm,"  and  agrees 
with  the  consequential  amendineats  made  in 
mber  danses. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [zlipj.— In 
view  6f  the  statement  which  he  made  last 
evenii^  does  not  .the  Attorney-General 
tiiink-  that  we  are  justified  in  making  still 
another  at^pt  to  induce  the  Senate,  to 
agree  to  onr  proposal  in  legard  to  o^ira? 

Mr,  Salmon.— Doea  the  honorable  mein- 
bex  faiow  wpM  were  the  nundjen  upon  the 


division  which  took  place  in  the  other 
Chamber  ? 

M(-.  FRAZER.— Na  Does  the  hon- 
orable juem^  know? 

Mr.  Saucon. — Yes.  There,  was  rather 
a  large  majority  against  our  proposal. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— That  fact  ought  not  to 
be  sufficient  to  inducje  the  Government  to 
abandon  the  industry  which-dnly  last  night 
they  claimed  would  be  of  immense  value 
to  the  Commonwealth.         ,.  .. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Did  the  honorable 
member  vote  for  the  proposal?  .;.  , 

Mr.  FRAZER.— That  is  smother  ques- 
tion. The  Government  certainly  attached 
great  importance-  to  thdr  proposals  to  ex^ 
tend  a  bounty  to  tbe  ptoducti<^  of  copra. 
Simplv  because  another  place,  upon  the 
eve -of  a  prolonged  adjournment,  has  seen 
fit  to  take  up  a  different  attitude,  we  are 
not  wananted  in  abandoning  our  position, 

Mr.  S'yORBER. — Is  it  not  better'-to.agree 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate'  than  to 
sacrifice  the  Bill? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  do  not  agree  with 
the  honorable  member.  I  h^ye  always 
maintained  that  the  consideration  of  this 
measure  might,  with  advantage,  have  been 
postponed  until  our  futyre  financial  rela- 
tions with  the  States  had  beei>  determined. 

Mr.  SPEAKEH..— I  would  pmnt  out 
to  the  hmorable  member  that  the  otily 
matter  at  present  opta  to  discussioo  is 
whether  or  not  we  -  shall .  insist  upon  dis- 
agreeing with  the  amendment  made  by  the 
.Senate. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  am  aware  that  I  waa 
transgressing  the  ruies .  of  ddxite.  The 
Government  ought  to  say  that  they  wilt 
bare  tbe  achediUe,  which  was  approved  by 
this  House,  or.  that- Ihey  will  not.  have  the 
Bill  at  all.  . 

Sir  WiLLtAic  Lyne. — Oh! 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  Treasurer  signi- 
fies his  disapproval  of  my  statement,  but, 
in  respect  of  another  measure,  I  have  heard 
liim  say  that  the  Government  will  have 
their  way,  or  it  wiH  be  sacrificed.  That 
attitude,  however,  seems  to  be  adopted 
only  when  he  is  sure  that  he  has  Ae  re- 
quisite numbers.  I  am  in  favour  of  in- 
nsting  upon  tbe  proposal  which  was  agreed 
lo  by  this  House. 

,  ,  Question  put     The  House  divided, 
,  (     Ayes      ...  ...  .  J9 

,  Noes     ..i  ■      ...        ....  x6 

■    Ma>»ityDigiti2e,d„byG00gl^  ., 
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Archer,  £.  W. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Joseph 
Coon,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ening,  T.  T. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Fuller.  G.  W. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 

J^UUOD,  W.  E. 

Knox,  W. 
Ijvtngstoa,  J. 

Batchelor^  E.  L. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Edwards,  R. 

Fisher,  A. 
FrazcT,  C.  E. 
Hughes.  W.  M. 
Hutchison.  J. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Mahon,  H. 


At». 

Lyne,  Sir  William 
Mauger,  S. 
McWilliamf,  W.  J. 
O'Malley,  King 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynton.  A. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Willis.  Henry 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellert: 
Cook,  Home 
Crottdi,  R.  A. 

Nou. 

Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Uathews,  J. 
McDonald,  C. 

Page,  J. 

Speoce,  W.  G. 


TelUrt: 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Thomas,  ]. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
DISPUTED  ELECTIONS  AND 
QUALIFICATIONS  BILL. 

Assent  reported. 
MAIL  SERVICE  TO  EUROPE. 

Debate  resumed  (vide  page  6439). 
Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [2-33]. — It  is  rather  dangerous 
to  give  any  honorable  metaiber  sudi  an  in- 
terval as  has  been  i»ovided  on  this  occa- 
sion, because  so  many  new  ideas  come  into 
his  head,  that  he  may  be  tempted  to  waste 
the  valuable  time  of  Parliament.  How- 
ever, there  is  only  one  point  to  which  I 
desire  to  call  attention,  to  which  I 
would  not  otherwise  ha^ve  referred.  An 
interjection,  which  was  made  before  the 
adjournment  for  luncheon,  semed  to  show 
that  possibly  I  had  not  made  clear  enough 
one  position  I  am  maintaining ;  and  I  shall 
refer  to  that  in  a  few  words  before  dealing 
with  the  contract  itself,  I  stated  that  when 
the  industries  o£  the  oommunity  became  one 
vast  Commonwealth  industry,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  industry  will  be  from  within. 
Wh«i  I  previously  asked  honorable  mem- 
bers in  the  Labour  comer,  whether  the 
railways  could  be  managed  by  a  vote  of 
those  employed  on  the  railways,  I  was  told 
by  those  honorable  members  that  they  would 
.not  dream  of  anything  of  the  sort.  I  then 
went  on  to  show  that,  if  the  policy  of 
universal  nationalization  were  carried  out, 


or  even  if  the  majority  of  the  industries  of 
the  communit;^  were  nationalized,  then  the 
management  would  be  by  the  votes  of  those 
within  the  vast  State  industry,  and  the. 
position  would  be  reached  whidi  honorable 
members  in  the  Labour  owner  admitted  is 
impossible; 

Mr.  Fisher. — We  did  not  admit  that 
at  all. 

Mr.  Cark. — The  State  industries  are 

controlled  by  the  votes  of  the  people  now. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— That  is 
the  interjectiwi  to  which  I  refer.  But  the 
majority  of  the  people  of  to-day  are  not 
Socialists — they  are  not  for  nationalization 
of  aJl  the  industries,  or  any  large  portion 
of  them.  They  have  declared  thenudves, 
at  every  election  so  far,  by  large  majori- 
ties, in  favour  of  private  enter|vise  and  in- 
dividual  ^ort  and  reward. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Might  I  say  that  we  have 
wvet  contended  that  the  State's  industries 
could  be  controlled  by  the  votes  of  the 
people;  we  i»opose  to  delegate  to  a  pro- 
perly constituted!  tribunal,  the  duty  of 
dealing  with  the  wages  and  conditions  of 
the  workmen. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am 
aware  of  that,  but  I  point  out  that  the 
people  of  the  Convnon wealth,  so  far  as 
their  decision  has  been  made  known,  have 
declared  against  nationalization. 

Mr.  Watson. — They  have  never  been 
asked  to  declare  for  it. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— They 
have  not  declared  ftw  it,  whether  they 
have  been  asked  to  do  so  or  not. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  people  have  not 
declared  against  extensions  of  nationaliza- 
ticm. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— They 
have  been  asked  to  declare  for  approach- 
ing miiversal  nationalization  step  by  step. 

Mr.  Watson. — Nothing  of  the  sort. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— At  any 
rate,  so  far  as  thev  have  indicated, -whether 
they  have  been  asked  or  not — so  far  as  Uiey 
have  made  their  wishes  and  desires  known 
— the  people  are  against  any  large 
nationalization  of  the  industries  of  Aus- 
tralia. The  present  national  industries  or 
departments  are  managed  not  frwn  within, 
but  from  without — they  are  managed  by 
the  bulk  of  the  people  of  Australia,  who 
are  not  employed  in  them,  and  who  ap- 
point, not  political  managers,  but  commer- 
cial managers — managers  for  the  commer- 
cial and  trading  conceriwp  such  lU  the 
railways  or  the  P^^Offldti^QR^M"^  & 
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different  matter  altogether  when  all  indus- 
tries become  one  vast  Conunonwealth  ■  de- 
partment, and  when  the  management  must 
be  entirely  frcxn  within.  Unwr  such  dr- 
cumttanoes.  the  position  taken  up  by 
the  honcwable  member  for  South  Sydn^i 
tiiat,  however  many  industries  are  national- 
ired,  we  shall  still  continue  to  pay  acccHrd- 
ing  to  the  work  done,  absolutely  breaks 
down.  When  all  industries  are  one  vast 
Commcmwealth  department,  men  will  not 
be  elected  to  Parliament  unless  they 
agree  to  remove,  gradually  at  any  rate, 
the  differences  between  hi^  salaries  and 
low  salaxies,  and  in  the  end,  in  my  c^^nion 
natitxialization  most  be  communinn. 

Mr.  Mahon.  —  The  honorable  member 
takes  rather  a  low  view  of  human  nature. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  I  am 
taking  a  very  natural  view  of  human 
nature. 

Mr.  Mahom.  —  Surely  a  public  con- 
science will  have  arisen  in  the  meantime 
to  prevent  a  result  like  that  suggested  by 
the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— There  is 
no  occaaon  for  any  ocmsdence.  It  is  very 
hard  to  ooavinoe  men  that  they  are  not 
worth  as  mudi  as  other  men  to  wIkhh 
superior  appointments  and  superior  pay 
are  given. 

Mr.  PoYNTON.  —  Do  I  understand  the 
honorable  member  to  mean  that  a  messen- 
ger in  the  telegraph  office  will  be  paid  the 
same  salary  as  is  the  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am  not 
saying  that  at  all— I  am  not  individual- 
izing cases ;  but  I  do  say  the  tendency  will 
be  to  bring  .the  remuneration  as  nearly  as 
possible  to  one  level,  and  eventually  to 
one  leveL 

Mr.  Batchelor.  —  If  the  honorable 
member  is  right,  surely  that  tendency 
should  be  shown  now? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  — I  have 
already  explained  that  the  nati(maIization 
of  industries  to  any  large  degree  is  not 
snpf»rted  by  the  people  of  Australia^  who 
axe  in  favour  of  individualism,  and  of  in- 
dividual effort  being  rewarded  accenting 
to  ment.  At  present  the  management  of 
the  nationalized  industries  is  from  the  out- 
side. 

Mr.  Carr. — And  always  will  be. 
^  Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— How  can 
it  always  be  so  if  everybody  is  thought 
within  and  employed  in  one  vast  State  De- 
partment? 


Mr.  Batchelor. — ^The  people  will  not 
be  all  in  one  Department. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  The 
people  will  all  be  in  one  great  Department, 
though  not  in  one  branch ;  and  the  condi- 
tion of  affairs  will  be  very  different  frcm 
what  it  is  to-day. 

Mr.  Carr. — the  State  Departments 
might  be  managed  by  deputy. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  Quite 
so;  but  who  would  be  appointed  as  mana- 
gers if  th^  did  not  promise  to  do  what 
was  desired  by  those  within  the  Depart- 
ment? If  it  is  vnpossible  to  properly 
manage  our  railways  by  the  votes  of  those 
within  the  D^uitment,  so  it  will  be  im- 
possible to  efl^vely  manage  the  indus- 
tries of  the  Commonwealth  by  the  votes 
of  those  within  if  they  are  made  one  great 
naticHial  institution. 

Mr.  Batchelor.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber assumes  that  the  people  "is  an  ass." 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  do  not 
assume  anything  of  the  sort.  I  only 
assume  that  what  has  taken  place  in  other 
places,  amongst  intelligent  peoples,  will 
take  place  in  our  own  case — that  the  drift 
will  be  from  nationalization  of  indus- 
tries oa  the  basis  of  reward  aconding  to 
assumed  merit  to  nationalization  on  the 
basis  of  oommunisnk, 

Mr.  Carr. — ^The  honcwable  member  ques- 
tions the  ability  of  the  pec^le  to  govern 
themselves. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Under 
such  circumstances  as  I  sketched  the  people 
would  govern  themselves ;  and  that  would 
be  the  result.  However,  I  cannot  expect 
honorable  members  in  the  Labour  comer 
to  agree  with  me,  and  I  think  I  shall  now 
turn  my  attention  to  the  contract  itself. 
I  merely  desired  to  explain  what  I  do  not 
seem  to  have  made  clear  previously.  I  do 
not  .pr<qx»e  to  deal  at  any  length  with  llie 
omtract;  the  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta  and  others  have  already  devoted 
some  time  to  it.  As  to  the  amount  of  the 
subsidy,  I  admit  that  it  is  a  considerable 
increase  on  any  we  have  recently  paid. 
The  only  justification  for  the  payment  of 
this  amount  is  that  we  have  asked  for  cer- 
tain services  and  demanded  certain  am- 
ditions,  and  that,  after  presenting  an  op- 
portunity to  the  world  to  tender,  no  lower 
OT  as  low  a  tender  has  been  received. 
Consequently,  if  the  conditions  are  of  im- 
pc»tan<»,  as  most  honorable  members  seem 
to  thmk  ttey  are.  we  h:0^  ^dppted  the 
only  method  to  whai  rate  ^he  ship, 

ping  companies  are  prepared  to  provide 
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the  Eaervice.  This  being  tbe  lowest  tender, 
I  am  willing  to .  accept  it,  though,  as  1 
*ay,  it  lepresentt  a  verjr  consideraiDle  in- 
crease  on  what  we  previously  paid  to  tiie 
same  conapany,  and  what  the  Peninsular 
and  Oriental  Steam  Navi^atioii  Company 
are  supposed  to  be  recexvii^,  though  not 
ior  exactly  the  same  service,  or  under  the 
same  conditions.  '  There  are  one  or 
two  matters  in  connexion  with  the  cwtract 
which  deserve  some  cotisideration.  First, 
tliere  is  the  looseness  of  the  provision  re- 
garding the  calling  of  the  boats  at  Hobart. 
'tliere  is  the  cither  peculiarity,  that,  during 
-the  negotiations  for  this  contract,  the  Min- 
ister of  Agriculture  im  one  of  tbe  States 
was  in  consultation.  Perhaps  the  Miius- 
tei:  of  Trade  and  Customs  can  inform  me 
whether  tbeie  was'  any  consultaticm  with 
the  representatives  of  any  of  the  other 
States. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  think  not;  but  the  in- 
terests for  which  the  Mimster  referred  to 
was  working,  w^  interests  pertaiiung  to 

all  the  States. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  think 
it  is  desirable,  when  there  is  consultaticm 
with  one  State,  that  there  should  be  con- 
sultation with  alL 

Mr.  Mauger. — There  was  no  consulta- 
ticm; there  were  certain  representations 
urged  by  the  State  Minister  in  the  in- 
terests of  producers  and  exporters. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — He  was  not  called 

4n. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.—But  he 
Was  admitted  to-coosultation.- 

Mr.  Mauger. — He  was  allowed  to  make 
certain  representations.  It  depends  on 
wlut  the  honorable  membn  means  by  *'ooo- 
sultatioR." 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— He  was 
in  consultation ;  and  he  may  have  assisted 
•very  materially  in  the  framing  of  the  con- 
tract. In  dealing  with  a  subject  like  tbe 
conveyance  of  'prc)duce,  and  especially  the 
«<Miveyancei  oi  perishable  produce,  if  there 
is  oonsultaticvi  'with  6dr  State  represen- 
tative thne  should'  be  ctmaultatioi  with 
the  representatives  of  the  others.  There 
are  one  of-  two  things  in  the  proposed 
COTtract  which  might,  perhaps,  have  been 
.different  had  th^  been  such  ccxisulta- 
^ion-^for  instance;  the  vagueness  of  the 
provision  relating  to  the  calling  of  the  mail 
steamers  at  Hobart,  and  the  provision 
against  dilTerentiation  of  frights,  which  I 
think  will  operate  unjustly  to  dne  or  more 
ports..  I  am  opposed  to  unreisonable  and 
Xmgrofcs,  differentiation;  but  the  shippers 


from  a  port  which  vessels  can  enter  and 
leave  cheaply,  and  at  the  wharfs  of  whicb 
they  can  discharge  and  load  cheaply,  or 
-whi(^  has  other  natural  advantages,  ought 
not  to  be  made  to  pay  for  the  higher 
charges  incurred  or  for  the  fewer  advan- 
tages in  other  prats.  Rates  of  freight, 
if  there  is  to  be  equality,  should  be  in 
prc^tim  to  the  cost  to  whKh  vessels 
are  put  in  ccxmexion  with  the  ports  to 
-nhidi  they  trade. 

Sir  John  Fokkest. — At  the  present  time- 
the  freight  to  Finemantle  is  higher  than  that 
to  Sydney. 

Mr  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  do  not 
say  that  that  is  right.  But  where  a  ship- 
ping company  has  to  make  a  larger  outlay 
<x  has  less,  advantage  in  respect  to  one 
port  than  in  respect  to  another,  it  is  not 
just  to  insist  that  there  shall  be  no  differ* 
entiati(»i  of  freights. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Does  not  the  honorable 
member  think  that  the  froght  to  Fremantle 
should  be  less  instead  of  more  ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  agree 
that  in  this  contract  it  should  -not  be  more. 
I  do  not  allude  to  this  matter  merely  be- 
cause it  concerns  Sydney — honorable  mem- 
bers will  admit  that  I  have  always  endea- 
voured to  be  fair  to  all  the  States.  I  have  a 
copy  of  the  freight  rates  of  the  German- 
Australian  line,  which  I  propose  to  quote, 
because  this  is  the  onlv  list  that  I  have  been 
able  to  get  in  print,  though  similar  differ- 
ences to  those  I  am  about  to  disclose  exist 
In  the  freights  of  other  lines.  The  freight 
from  Europe  to  Fremantle  is  47s.  .6d.,  to 
Port  Adelaide  42s.  6d.,  to  the  Semaphore 
40s.,  to  Melbourne  42s.  6d.,  and  to  Sydney 
408.  There  is  no  apparent  reason  why 
Fremantle  should  pay  so  high  a  freight. 
The  Sydney  frright  is  low  becau^  of  the 
lowness  of  the  port  dues  there,  and  be- 
cause of  certain  freight  facilities. 

Mr.  Fowler. — There  is  no  local  dis- 
ability at  Fremantle  to  justify  the  charging' 
'of  high  freights  to  that  port. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Wh^ 
there  are  no  local  charges  or .  advantage^- 
making  one  port  Idu  costly  to  a  company 
than  another,  there  should!  hdt  be  differen- 
tiation in'  freighte. '  But  whei^  Ibcat 
charges  or  circtnnstances  make  scxne  poti 
particalarlr  costly,  it  I's  not  fair  that  that 
port  should  get  an  advantage  by  being 
treated  'on  '  the  same  terms  as  all  other 
rports.  -  -  ■  - 
>  Mr«  FRAZER.-^If  an 'advantage  is  to  be 
.given,  it  should  [h|nz^v^lci09^L&ai«it 
port. 
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•  Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  admit 
that  Fremantle  has  that  advantage  over 
ether  Austmltan  ports,  that  it  is  nearet  to 
Europe,  and  that  that  fact. is  not  con- 
sidered in  the  fixing  of  the  frdg^ts;  but 
po&sibly  the  fact  that  shipments  to  otber 
ports  are  larger  may  enable  the  oompaniea 
to  charge  less  to  thc»e  ports.  There  is  the 
proviso  that  lighterage  shall  not  be  taken 
into  account  in  connexion  with  the  provision 
that  there  shall  be  no  differentiation  in 
freights,  and  I  think  that  port  charges,  too, 
should  be  excepted.  Where  port  and  other 
diarges  are  very  heavy,  shippers  from 
other  ports  should  not,  under  a  system  of 
non-dMferentiation,  be  made  to  pay  for 
them.  I  think  that  an  amendment  should 
be  moved  dealii^;  with  this  matter.  Ex- 
planations -will  also  be  needed  as  to  the 
effect  of  the  provisions  relating  to  passage 
freights  frwn  poet  to  port  in  Australian 
waters,  and  as  to  the  period  for  which 
vessels  may  remain  in  the  various  ports. 
Brisbane  is  to  be  «)nsidered  the  port  from 
which  the  voyage  to  England  will  com- 
mence. I  have  no  objection  to  the  steamers 
visiting  Brisbane,  though,  had  this  been 
B^ly  a  mail  Contract,  I  should  have 
objected  to  any  .stipulation  requiring  them 
to  visit  other  ports  than  Adelaide  and 
Brindisi.  But  as  this  is  not  a  mail, con- 
tract, I  hsLve  no  objection  to  urge  against 
the  proriBion  which  makes  Briabajie  a  pwt 
pf  call.  Seeing,  however^  that  Brisbane  is 
taken  as  the  starting  point  of  each  voyage, 
and  that  it  is  provided  that  after  a  voyage 
has  commenced  there  shall  be  ik>  delay, 
steamers  may  be  prevented  from  remaining 
in  Sydney  as  they  have  done  hitherto, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  a  desirable 
provision,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  it 
is  necessary  to  enfwce  it  in  the  interests 
of  the  other  ports. 

Mr.  WiLKS.  —  The  honorable  member 
says  that  this  is  more  than  a  mail  contract. 

.Nfr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Yes. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Then  we  are  entering  on 
dangerous  ground. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— We  are 
entering  into  all  FOrts  of  difficulties  in  pro- 
viding for  more  than  the  carriage  of  malts, 
though  I  am  not  goin^  to  object  to  the 
course  which  is  now  bemg  taken.  StiJl, 
when  other  mail  contracts  come  tmder  con- 
sideration, the  point  will  probably  be  made 
that  terms  similar  to  those  insisted  on  in. 
dus  must  be  inserted,  and  that  the  vesseh. 
performing  the  aervice  must  cafl  at  ■  every 
pact  in  Australia  right  zound  to  Fremahtle. 


Mr.  Wiuts.— This  is  more  than  the  half- 
way house  to  nationalization. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  do  not 
say  that.  There  are  dangers  in  regard  to 
the  fixing  of  freights. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Merely  a  maximum 
is  fixed. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  Yes ; 
but  there  will  be  an  attempt  to  make  the 
maximum  a  minimtmi.  At  the  present  time 
we  have  the  extraordinary  spectacle  of 
negotiations  with  a  view  to  getting  steam- 
ship companies  to  raise  the  butter  freights 
by  2d.  per  box,  with  the  object  of  throwing 
all  the  business  into  the  hands  of  one  great 
combinaticHi.  Yet  we  hear  ccnnpliunts 
about  combination.  In  some  directions  too 
much  has  been  attempted  by  the  contract. 
It  may  be  well  enough  to  arrange  for  the 
shipment  of  goods  by  vessels  of  a  certain 
size,  and  affording  certain  cool  storage 
accommodation,  and  to  require  that  the 
journey  shall  be  performed  at  certain 
rates  of -speed,  and  that  preference  shall 
not  be  given  to  any  State.  But  when  it  is 
attempted  to  fix  maximum  freights,  and 
to  get  other  companies  to  come  in  so  that 
those  freights  may  be  observed  generally, 
and  other  conditions  are  introduced,  you 
get  on  dangerous  ground,  and  may  find  it 
troublesome  to  insist  on  the  complete  ob- 
servance of  the  terms  of  the  contract. 
Although  the  subsidy  provided  for  is 
higher  than  has  previously  been  paid, 
conditions  have  b^  in»sted  on  which 
make  a  higher  subsidy  necessary.  I  prefer 
the  contract  to  a  State  service,  which  would 
force  Us  to  experiment  on  lines  in  regard 
to  which  we  have  had  no  experience,  and 
to  undertake'  an  enterprise  which  I  thinlc 
we  could  Dot  manage  as  effectively  as  a 
private  concern  could  be  managed.  One  of 
the  great  reason's  given  for  establishing  a 
Commonwealth  service  is  that  it  would 
give  greater  opportunities  for  encouraging 
immigration ;  but  while  we  have  been  talk- 
ing, the  Orient  Steam  Navigation  C9mpany 
has  done  a  great  deal  more  for  immigra- 
tion than  has  been  dfxie  by  all  the  Ckivem- 
ments  of  Australia.  ' 

Mr.  WiLKS, — Would  It  not  be  better  to 
have  immigrants  brought  round  by  the 
Cape?  Th£^  is  a  che^>er  route  than  the 
CanaJ  route.  * 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Seeing 
that  certain  steamers  must  oome  through 
the  Canal  in  any  case,  I  do  not  know  that 
it  is  any  mote  expenuve  tqrhtyur^jmiaieruite 
that  wiy  than  rffiif^imS?^ 
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Mr.  Mahon. — The  inference  to  be  drawn 
from  the  honorable  member's  remarks  is 
that  the  motive  of  the  Orient  Steam  Navi- 
gation Company  in  promoting  immigiatioii 
has  been  the  welfare  of  Australia. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON,— Of  course, 
what  they  have  done  has  been  dcme  for 
their  own  advantage,  and  one  reascxi  why 
I  favour  individualistic  enterprise  is  that  the 
motive  of  personal  interest  induces  greater 
effort.  The  Orient  Steam  Navigation  Ccm- 
pany  has  not  madea  great  deal  of  pn^t  fn»n 
its  Australian  trade ;  but,  of  course,  the  ob- 
ject of  its  existence  is  to  make  profits.  I 
irould  not  give  a  great  deal  for  the  chances 
of  profit  in  the  (present  undertaking.  That  is 
the  look-out  of  those  engaged  in  it.  Diffi- 
culties will  arise  because  the  contract  has 
been  made  too  minute  in  its  particulars; 
but  I  am  willing  to  accepl  it  as  the  best 
the  Government  can  do,  reserving  anything 
else  I  have  to  say  until  we  come  to  discuss 
the  clauses  in  detail. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [2.58]— 
This  seems  a  very  good  contract  for  the 
Orient  Steam  Navigation  Company.  I 
think  it  rather  unwise  for  us  to  bind 
ourselves  for  practically  twelve  years 
— because  although  this  contract  is  for 
ten  years  only,  it  and  an  interim 
ccHitract  engage  the  Commonwealth  until 
the  beginning  of  1920.  _It  contains  pro- 
visions fixing  maximum  rates  of  freigHt  for 
the  carriage  of  butter  and  other  ccxnmodi- 
ties.  But  no  one  knows  what  the  sdenfific 
adiievements  of  the  next  five  or  six  or  ten 
years  will  be.  New  methods  may  be  in- 
vented for  the  conveyance  of  perishable 
produce  which  will  make  quite  unreasonable 
rates  which  to-day  seem  reasonable. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — The  rates  for  the 
carriage  of  fruit  have  been  reduced  by  one- 
half  during  the  last  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Yes.  Therefore  I  am 
disinclined  to  bind  the  people  of  Australia 
to  pay  certain  rates  of  freight  for  a  period 
of  twelve  years.  I  see  no  reason  why,  in 
making'  a  postal  oxitract,  we  sl^ould  not 
arrange  for  the  carriage  of  ji^oduoe  at 
reascMiable  rates ;  but  it  should  be  empha- 
sized that  many  of  those  who  cry  out 
against  Socialism,  and  pose  as  anti-So- 
cialists of  the  purest  tvpe,  are  desirous  of 
securing  assistance  from  the  Govern- 
ment to  get  cheap  freights  for  butter,  fruit, 
meat,  and  other  products  of  Australia. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — At  the  cost  of  the 
whole  community  ! 

Mr.  WATSON.— Quite  so.    This  con- 
t  appeals  to  me  in  a  large  measure  as 


a  bcmus  on  the  export  of  butter.  From  a 
postal  stand-point  there  is  no  need  what- 
ever to  subsidize  the  Orient  Steam  Navi- 
gation Company  to  do  more  than  to  delivCT 
the  mails  from  England  at  Adelaide,  and 
to  take  delivery,  at  the  same  port,  of  the 
Australian  mails  for  England. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — They  do  not  carry 
the  mails  beyond  Adelaide. 

Mr.  WATSON.— They  carry  postal 
parcels  beyond  that  port.  It  would  con- 
duce to  a  better  imderstanding  if  the  Postal 
Department  made  a  contract  providing  cmly 
for  the  OMiveyance  of  mails,  whilst  the 
Department  charged  with  the  overlooking 
of  exports  sinnultaneously  entered  into  a 
contract  for  the  carriage  of  expCHtable 
products.  We  should  then  know  exactly 
where  we  stood.  The  people  would  be 
able  to  appredate  what  propcwtion  of  this 
very  large  «tpenditure  was  to  be  debited  to 
a  i>uiely  mail  service  and  what  pn^rtion 
of  it  represented  the  enoourageroent  of  ex- 
ports. 

Mr.  WxLKS. — We  should  have  separate 
accounts- 
Mr.  WATSON.— I  think  sa  I  have 
^>solutely  no  objectitm  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  exports  under  favorable  ctmdi- 
tions,  but  I  think  that  we  ought  to  be 
able  to  pdnt  to  the  exact  cost  of,  or  the 
desrree  of  eiKOuragement  that  is  given  to, 
the  export  of  any  particular  commodity. 
The  Postal  Department  should  not  be 
asked  to  bear  the  loss  represented  by  the 
propcMtion  of  subsidy  paid  foe  ttw  carriage 
of  perishable  produce.  I  trust  that,  even 
at  this  stage,  an  attempt  will  be  made  by 
the  Postmaster-General  in  the  interests  of 
his  own  Department  to  discover  what  pay- 
ment ought  to  be  made  in  respect  of  the 
postal  services  rendered  by  the  company, 
and  what  proportim  of  the  subsidy  should 
be  debited  to  the  Department  charged 
with  the  work  of  overseeing  the  export  of 
butter  and  other  perishable  products. 

Mr.  Mahon. — The  Department  ought 
not  to  have  to  pay  more  than  ;^6o,ooo 
per  annum  for  the  postal  services. 

Mr.  WATSON*— That  is  one  aspect  of 
the  matter  to  which  attenti(xi  shcHild  be 
devoted.  The  honorable  member  ior 
Parramatta,  in  discussing  the  terms  of 
this  contract,  said  that,  although  it  in- 
volved an  increased  expenditure — and  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  after  making  all  allow- 
ances, it  involves  nearly  double  what  we 
had  to  pay  a  little  while  agofor  a  similar 
service— we  should  Di^eiiieqAerOiBgL<3the 
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antract  entailed  a  large  increase  of  ex- 
pendituie  on  the  part  of  the  Orient  Steam 
Navisatioo  Company.  He  should  recol- 
lect that  1^  ccKnpany  was  faced  with  two 
alternatives  ;  it  had  either  to  go  out  of  the 
Australian  trade  or  to  build  new  steamas 
to  keep  in  line  with  the  otber  cnnpanies 
niniung  high-class  vessels  in  the  trade. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — 1  meant  that  to 
af^Iy  in  both  ways.  This  contract  takes 
from  the  company  certain  privileges  which 
it  has  enjoyed.  The  stipulations  as  to 
frei^t  and  other  matters  will  diminish  its 
earnings. 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  is  evident  that  it 
would  be  most  unfair  to  debit  the  Com- 
moowealUi,  as  I  understood  the  honorable 
member  to  suggest,  with  the  whole  of  the 
expenditure,  whidi  the  Orient  Steam 
Navigadon  Ctnupanv  proposal  to  incur 
in  connexion  with  the  constnxiion  of  new 
steamers.  In  any  case  such  an  expenditure 
would  haLve  been  necessitated  by  the  re- 
<iuirements  of  the  trade  and  by  the  keen- 
ness of  competition,  so  far  as  equipment 
and  accommodation  are  concerned.  It 
seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  this  expen- 
diture on  the  part  of  the  company  would 
have  been  inevitable,  even  if  a  new  contract 
bad  not  been  entered  into.  The  represen- 
tatives of  the  company  haw  practically  ad- 
mitted that  the  majority  of  their  vessels 
are  behind  the  times. 

Mr.  Wnxs.— They  have  admitted  that 
if  all  their  vessels  were  up  to  the  standard 
of  the  Ororttes,  they  would  be  able  to  make 
the  line  pay. 

Mr.  WATSON.— They  have  a  number 
of  steamers  that  are  reasonably  good,  but 
most  of  the  vessels  of  their  fleet  are  as  the 
lives  of  mail  steam-ships  go,  comparatively 
old,  and  their  accommodation  is  not  nearly 
equal  to  that  provided  by  other  lines.  On 
mese  grounds,  I  do  not  think  that  the  con- 
tract rei»esents  the  best  that  could  be  done 
for  the  ConmMxiwealth,  evoi  assuming  that 
we  must  rely  on  private  enterprise  to  pro- 
vide the  service.  Coming  to  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  the  hmorable  member  for 
Barrier,  I  may  saj  at  cmce  that  I  was  one 
of  those  who  a  little  time  ago  voted 
against  a  similar  amendment.  I  did  so 
upon  grounds  which  at  the  time  seemed  to 
me  to  be  absolutely  adequate.  We  bad  then 
heea  offered  a  contract  that  was  auxAi 
dteaper  than  is  die  present  one,  and  pro- 
mised at  least  all  the  facititjes  provided 
for  in  this  agreement. 

Mr.  Batchelor.  —  On  paper,  it  was  a 
far  better  cantrsct. 


Mr.  WATSON.— Very  mudi  better.  As 
to  the  suggestim  of  the  Opposition  that 
the  Laing  contract  never  had  any  substan- 
tial backing,  we  ought  to  remember  that 
as  soon  as  the  names  of  the  firms  con- 
cerned in  that  contract  were  announced, 
honorable  members  of  that  party  absolutely 
withdrew  their  opposition  to  the  contract 

Mr.  Joseph  Ct)OK. — ^That  is  absolutely 
incorrect. 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  is  absolutely  cof;- 
rect. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  not ;  the  hcvi- 
orable  member  has  no  right  to  make  such 
a  statonent. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  should  like  the  hon- 
orable member  to  pcnnt  to  one  statement  in 
Hansard  showing  that  the  Of^xsition  pro- 
tested against  the  contract  after  the  an- 
nouncement that  Vickars,  S<hi,  and  Maxim, 
Sir  James  Laing  and  Company,  and  others 
were  parties  to  it. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  said  that 
those  firms  were  not  bdiiad  it.  In  reply 
to  the  Prime  Minister,  I  stated  that  all 
that  was  behind  the  contract  was  the  bond 

of  ;^|25,000. 

Mr.  Knox. — ^We  had  an  assurance  that 
those   firms  would  carry  the  proposal 

through. 

Mr.  WATSON.— And  on  that  assurance, 
the  contract  appeared  to  be  a  very  favorable 
one.  Whether  the  Government  took  ade- 
quate steps  to  insure  that  they  would  be 
penalized  for  failure  to  carry  out  the  con- 
tract, is  another  matter;  but,  on  the  face 
of  it,  the  agreement  was  a  very  fur  one. 
We  have  also  to  remember  that  a  combina- 
tion of  shipping  companies  engaged  in  the 
carriage  of  perishable  products  had  not  at 
that  time  been  brought  about.  Those 
shipping  companies  had  not  combined  in 
order  to  force  the  producers  of  Australia 
to  cwne  to  their  terms,  so  that  the  circum- 
stances were  very  different  from  those  that 
have  sttice  arisen.  To-day,  we  find  that 
the  Orient  Steam  Navigation  Company, 
notwithstanding  the  philanthropy  that  has 
been  so  freely  attributed  to  it.  has  i^own 
itself  willing  to  join  in  a  combinatioi  to 
fleece  the  exporters  of  Australia — a  com- 
l^nation  to  exact  from  them  unfair  freights 
for  the  carriage  of  perishable  products. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — Is  not  that  the  pri 
vilege  of  private  enterprise? 

Mr.  WATSON.— That  is  a  pomt  with 
which  I  intend  to  deal  later  cui.  The  Orient 
Steam  Navigation  Compail¥I/Which|has  so 
many  friends  in  tri^S'^ffibSV^JMSh^  had 
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passed  upon  it  so  many  enoomiums  in  re- 
spect of  the  good  sarvioes  that  it  has 
rendered  to  Australia,  has  shown  itself 
willing  to  cast  aside  any  consideraticxi  for 
the  producers,  the  farmers  and  others  con- 
cerned in  the  export  of  perishable  products 
from  this  continent.  It  has  demonstrated, 
during  the  last  few  months,  its  willinfi^ess 
to  join  in  a  combine  to  fleece  aptxters  of 
another  ;^5o,ooc  per  year  in  respect  of 
freights. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — But  was  it  unfair 
for  such  an  arrangement  to  be  made? 

Mr.  WATSON.— If  we  are  looking  for 
excuses  for  such  a  proceeding,  it  is  easy 
to  find  than. 

Sir  John  Fosrest. — ^The  representatives 
of  the  C(»npany  said  that  before  that  ar- 
rangement was  made  the  business  was  un- 
profitable. 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  is  very  difficult  for 
us  to  estimate  what  would  pay  them;  but 
a  significant  fact  is  that  another  set  of 
shipping  people  were  willing  to  carrv  our 
butter  at  a  very  much  reduced  freight 
The  Five  Lines  Combine,  to  which 
the  Orient  Steam  Navigation  Company  be- 
longed, decided  to  penalize  the  butter  pro- 
ducers of  Australia  to  the  extent  of  is.  8d. 
per  box,  unless  they  were  given  the  carriage 
of  the  whole  of  their  exportable  produce. 
All  these  consideraticMis  demonstrate  that 
the  Australian  producers  are  at  the  mercy 
of  a  ring,  or  combination,  or  monopoly, 
so  far  as  perishable  products  are  con- 
cerned. One  cannot  help  being  amused  at 
the  attitude  assumed  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  in  this  regard.  He 
told  us  this  mcHrning  that  his  straigest  ob- 
jection to  the  extension  of  State  enterprise 
was  that  it  would  subject  our  people  to 
compulsion  and  tyranny.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  because  he  has  been  over- 
whelmed by  the  talk  upon  the  Tariff,  and 
is  consequently  unable  to  judge  things  with 
his  acxustomed  clearness,  but  he  seems  to 
be  absolutely  blind  to  the  compulsion  and 
tyranny  that  has  been  exercised  by  private 
syndicates  and  companies. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  can  assure  the 
honorable  member  that  I  am  not  Mind 
to  it. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Then  why  was  the 
honorable  member,  when  he  alluded  to  the 
compulsion  and  tyranny  which  follow^  the 
extension  of  State'  enterprise  in  this  direc- 
tion, absolutelv  silent  upon  the  compulsion 
and  tyranny  under  which  pur  producers 

flfer  to-day  by  reason  of  the  exactic«is 


of  the  shipiwig  ring  both  around  the  Axis- 
tratian  coast  and  oversea? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  I  did  say 
was  that  I  feared  we  should  escape  from 
the  troubles  that  we  had,  only  to  experience 
greater  troubles. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber may  have  intended  to  say  that,  tut  I 
certainly  did  not  hear  him  say  it.  I  beard 
no  denunciation  fnnn  him  of  the  compul- 
sion and  tyranny  with  which  our  producers 
are  confrcmted  to-day.  Under  private  en- 
terprise, which  the  honorable  member  is 
pltsdged  to  uphold,  they  are  subjected  to 
compulsion  and  tyranny,  and  yet  we  hear 
no  protest  from  the  honorable  member's 
side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— The  argument  of 
the  hoix>rable  member  for  Barrier  was  that 
outside  persons  were  under  duress  and  com- 
pulsion, and  I  merely  attempted  to  show 
that  similar  additions  operated  in  our 
State  Departments  as  well. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  imposition  of  a 
penalty  of  is.  8d.  per  box  upon  butter  ex- 
porters who  did  not  ship  all  their  butter 
by  the  five-line  combination  was  an  at- 
tempt to  exercise  compulsion  and  tyranny. 
Further,  the  honorable  member  should 
know  that  it  is  impossible  for  a  shipper 
who  desires  to  send  goods  around  the  coast 
of  Australia  to  escape  from  the  compulsion 
and  tyranny  of  the  local  shipping  ring 
even  if  lower  freights  are  offered  to  him. 
He  is  bound  hand  atid  foot  to  the  shipping 
combination.  If  another  exponent  of  pn- 
vate  aiterprise  were  to  say  to  him,  '*  I 
will  give  you  a  reduction  of  50  per  cent, 
in  the  freight  which  obtains  to-day,"  he 
could  not  take  advantage  of  the  offer, 
simply  because  of  the  systCTn  of  rebates, 
which  places  every  merchant  in  the  hands 
of  the  shipping  ring.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta  has  said  that  there  are 
a  multitude  of  steam-ships,  and  that  con- 
sequently there  can  be  no  monopoly  of  the 
ocean.  How  childlike  the  honorable  mem- 
ber must  be  if  he  reallv  believes  that. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Childlike  and 
bland.  The  hcmorable  member  is  very 
stmig. 

lit.  WATSON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber must  be  diildlike  if  he  believes  that 
no  monopoly  of  the  ocean  is  possible. 
Theoretically,  the  ocean  is  open  to  all  who 
care  to  sail  upon  it,  but,  in  reality,  if  a 
new  line  of  steamers  start  operations,  and 
is  prepared  to  charge  less  frights  than 
those  ch&rged  by  the  shipping  ring,  jdl  the 
resources  of  the  rliipmie^^m^^  the 
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.purpose  of  freezing  it  out.  Such  tactics 
have  been  suceessful,  notably  in  the  case  of 
the  Aberdeen  line.  F<»  a  connderaUe 
time  tiiat  line  admitted  that  they  dared 
not  take  cargo  to  Bnsbane  from  the 
Old  Country,  although  their  ships  were 
under  contract  with  the  Queensland  Go- 
vernment to  load  butter  at  that  port. 
Notwithstanding  this,  however,  they  had  to 
discharge  any  cargo  intended  for  Brisbane 
at  Sydney,  and  take  their  vessels  on  to 
Brisbane  empty.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that 
the  honorable  member  is  entirely  mistaken 
when  he  affirms  that  there  can  be  no  mono- 
poly of  the  ocean. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — The  AusTal'in  ship- 
ping ring  is  one  of  the  strongest  com- 
bin^ioiis  in  the  world- 
Mr.  WATSON.— It  is  one  of  the  strong- 
est comlnnatifms  in  the  world,  and  not 
merely  in  a  narrow  and  local  sense.  The 
ring  of  shipping  people  who  deal  with 
Australian  freights  is  to-dav  at  once  both 
the  wonder  and  the  envy  of  persqns  en- 
ga^d  in  shipping  in  other  parts  of  the 
wcvid.  In  the  Shipping  Journal  persons 
who  deal  in  freights  elsewhere  have  mar- 
x«lled  that  the  oversea  Australian  shipping 
ring  has  been  able  for  so  many  years  to 
'maintain  such  a  close  corporation,  and  to 
keep  freights  at  such  a  very  high  level. 
This  is  a  matter  of  common  Imowledge 
amongst  those,  who  are.  engaged  in  ship- 
ping. In  view  of  the  evidence  given  hv 
'Walter  Brothers,  of  Marvborough,  re- 
garding the  treatment  meted  out  to  them 
■when  thev  attempted  to  send  freights 
around  the  Australian  coast,  I  say  that  to 
pretend  that  there  is  no  monopoly  of  the 
ocean  possible  is  fo  flv  in  the  face,  of  ac- 
cepted facts — facts  which  should  be  recog- 
nised bv  legislators,  as  welt  as  by  the 
people  generally. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Whaf  I  meant  to 
'say  was  that  there  could  be  no  perman^t 
moQopolj  of  the  opean.  I  am  ppxXe  awaie 
that  th^  temporary  troubles  are  eitperi- 
'enoed  all  over  the  world.  But  the  honor- 
able member  seems  to  assume  that,  when 
ooce  a  monopoly,  has.  been  set  up,  it  wiil 
cOTtinue  for  all  time,  whereas  the  experi- 
ence of  the  world,  proves  the  ccmtran-.  . 

Mr.  WATSON. — Unfortunately,  we  are 
npt  here  for  all  time,  ajid-I  am  afraid  that 
yti^  shippmg  monopoly,  having  lasted  fcH- 
tinenty  years,  is  likely  to  enduce  through- 
out oor  Uves  unless  action  be  taken  to 
'dieck  rt.  The  qnestion  .  whidi  faces 
■s  is  whether  we  are  going  to  relieve  our- 


selves, or  whether  we  are  to  depend  upon 
posterity  to  extricate  itself  from  the  dif- 
ficult positicm  in  which  it  will  be  placed. 
The  honorable  member  for  Parramatta 
stated  that  he  could  not  consider  the 
amendm^t  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Wide  Bay  by  itself— that  he  had  to  look 
beyond  it  to  the  consequences  which  were 
involved.  He  then  proceeded  to  argue 
that  we  should  not  establish  a  mail  line 
for  fear  that  it  might  commit  us 
to  a  whole  series  of  experiments  in 
the  natioiaHzatifxi  of  industries.  Well, 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  House  anil 
the  country  ought  to  be  quite  capable  of 
judging  each  proposal  on  its  merits. 
Whether  any  partk:ular  proposition  is  right 
or  wrong  can  surely  be  demonstrated,  or 
ought,  at  any  rate,  to  admit  of  decisive 
argument  one  way  or  the  other.  But  I 
must  dissent  altogether  fron  the  general 
proposition  that  b«:ause  the  country  is  pre- 
pared to  take  a  certain  step  in  the  direction 
of  naticMialization  we  are,  therefore,  com- 
mitted to  go  to  any  degree  suggested. 

Mr.  DuCALD  Thomson. — But  the  hon- 
oraUe  member  for  Parramatta  gave  a  list 
of  nationalization  proposals.  . 

Mr.  WATSON.— Just  so,  and  each  par- 
ticular proposal  would  have  to  rest  cn  its 
own  merits.  It  would  have  to  be  deter- 
mined whether  it  was  justified  or  not  by 
the  circumstances.  But  I  do  not  rememlxT 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Wide  Bay, 
the  leader  of  the  Labour  Party,  expressed 
any  sentiments  such  as  those  attributed  to 
him  by  the  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  read  from  Han- 
sard what  he  said. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  heard  what  he  said, 
but  I  do  not  remember  him  saying  that  he 
was  in  favour  of  all-round  nationalization. 

Mr.  Fowler.— Very  few  Socialists  are. 

Mr.  WATSON'.— I  should  say  that  very 
.few  would  be. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  quoted  what  the 
.honorable  member  for  Wide  Bay  said. 

Mr.  WATSOX.— But  I  do  not  think 
that  Lt  was  fair  to  attribute  to  him  senti- 
ments which  may  have  been  uttered  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Barrier.  One  occu- 
pies a  responsible  positicNi,  and  the  other 
is  4  private  member  of  his  party,  who  is 
-free  i[o  hoH  any  view  he-likes  apart' from 
■thosQ.  embodied  in  the  platform  of  the 
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Mr.  WATSON.— Oh,  quite.  The  party 
is  pledged  to  the  nationalization  of  mono- 
polies, but  any  individual  member  of  the 
party  may  propose  to  go  further  than  the 
nationalization  of  monopolies  if  he  so  de- 
sires, and  if  he  believes  that  it  is  a  proper 
thing  to  do;  just  as  the  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta,  though  he  is  pledged  to 
the  programme  of  lus  leader,  is  ix>t  pre- 
cluded from  going  bey<xid  that  programme 
in  any  direction  he  thinks  fit.  He  is  en- 
titled to  have  his  own  opinion  as  to  the  de- 
sirableness of  taking  action  in  any  given 
direction,  so  long  as  he  agrees  with  his 
leader  and  with  the  rest  of  his  party  upon 
the  programme  which  they  have  formulated. 

Mr.  Hughes. — We  have  absolute  free- 
dom outside  our  programme. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Quite  so,  but  I  never 
heard  the  honorable  member  for  Wide  Bay 
express  any  opinion  involving  nationaliza- 
tion beyond  that  embodied  in  the  party's 
programme.  Being  in  a  responsible  posi- 
tion, he  would  not  be  entitled  to  do  so  ex- 
cept he  prefaced  his  remarks  by  saying  that 
he  was  merely  expressing  his  own  view. 
But  to  the  nationalization  of  monopolies 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Labour  Party 
are  bound  in  the  most  emphatic 
fashion.  We  believe,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
the  existence  of  these  industrial  rowiopolies 
is  inimical  to  the  interests  of  the  general 
communitv,  and  that  it  is  only  by  their 
nationalization — by  their  being  governed 
and  controlled  and  worked  on  behalf  of  the 
community  generally — that  you  can  relieve 
the  pet^le  frcm  the  incubus  that  at  present 
sits  upon  them.   That  is  the  view  wtuch  I 

hold.   But  beyond  that  

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^There  is  no  mention 
of  monopolies  in  the  passage  which  I  read 
from  the  speech  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Wide  Bay. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  honorable  member, 
so  far  as  my  memory  goes,  did  not  indicate 
that  he  meant  anything  beywid  mono- 
polies. He  said  that  the  party  was  not 
afraid  of  nationalizatkm ;  but  to  pretend  to 
believe  that  that  meant  the  nationalization 
of  everything  is  a  deliberate  twisting  of 
words — nothing  more  nor  less.  The  re- 
mark was  ma^  in  reply  to  an  inquiry 
from  the  other  side—"  If  we  nationalize 
in  this  particular  instance,  where  are  we 
going  to  stop?"  and  other  silly  questions 
of  that  sort.  It  might  as  well  be  said 
that  we  should  starve  ourselves  because  of 
the  danger  of  one  or  two  over-eating. 

Mr.  Johnson. — If  it  is  goofl  in  one  in- 
stance it  is  good  in  all. 


Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber's argument  is  that  we  should  not  eat 
at  all  because  one  or  two  suffer  fsom  in- 
digestiw. 

Mr.  WATSON.— We  do  not  expect  con- 
sistency from  honorable  members  opposite, 
but  really,  to  be  consistent,  they  ought  lt> 
be  prepared  to  sell  our  railways  at  «ne  

Mr.  Sinclair. — So  we  are.' 

Ut.  WATSON.— And  to  cet  rid  of  the 
Government  tramways.  I  am  glad  to  hear 
the  honorable  member  for  Moretwi  say 
that  thev  want  to  sell  the  Government  rail- 
ways. I  did  not  know  that  the  h(X)orable 
member  for  Parkes  had  a  supporter  on  the 
Opposition  side.  As  the  only  logical  and 
consistent  anti- Socialist  in  Parliament,  I 
have  always  «itertained  a  certain  degree  ot 
admiration  for  him }  and  to  find  at  this  late 
hour  that  he  has  support  from  the  honor- 
able member  for  Moreton — who  the  other 
day  was  Invoking  all  the  forces  of  So- 
cialism on  behalf  of  the  butter  producers — 
is  rather  amusing.  The  honorable  member 
has  evinced  in  another  direction — the  Tariff 
— that  his  views  on  protection  are  of  a  geo- 
graphical character.  Similarly  we  find  in 
regard  to  his  anti-Socialism  that  be  is  afj- 
parently  tounded  bv  the  limits  of  his  own 
electorate.  ^Vhatever  his  electors  desire 
should  be  done  even  if  it  means  Socialism. 

Mr.  Sinclair. — ^We  have  to  aBapt  our- 
selves to  circumstances. 

Mr.  WATSON— That  is  a  fonn  of 
.selfishness  of  which  the  Honorable  member 
is  a  very  efficient  exponent  I  will  admit. 
He  is  here  to  look  after  electorate  No.  i, 
and  all  the  others  can  go  hang  so  far  as 
public  affairs  are  concerned. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  Treasurer  was 
agreeable  £o  selling  the  railways  and  tram- 
ways of  New  Sou&  Wales  at  one  time. 

Mr.  WATSON.— If  that"  be  so,  it  was, 
T  suppose,  in' the  Treasurer's  very  callow 
days.  I  have  not  observed  anv  indication 
of  an  obsession  of  that  kind  in  him  lately. 
Evidently  he  has  gained  wisdom  with  years. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  the  honorable 
member  agree  with  his  leader's  statement 
that  he  has  "  too  Imig  shrunk  "  from  ex- 
pressing certain  opinions? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  do  not  know  that 
that  justifies  the  honorable  member's  state- 
ments. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  was  rough  on  the 
honorable  member. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  am  quite  prepared  to 
accept  any  criticism  thai,  the  honorable 
member  for  Pann^sifti^^CoiQG^Miorable 
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member  for  Wide  Bay  may  pass  upon  me. 
I  do  not  profess  to  be  perfect  any  more 
than  is  any  other  member  of  the  com- 
muntty.  But  I  should  "like  to  see  any  quo- 
tation  which  bears  out  the  statement  that 
the  hcHiorable  member  for  Wide  Bav  a, 
couple  of  nights  ago  opressed  approval 
of  the  general  nationalization  of  the  means 
of  production^  distribation,  and  tin^uuige. 
Those  wwds  were  used  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta,  but  I  have  no  re- 
collection of  any  such  thing  being  said. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  explained  that  I 
was  referring  to  both  the  honwable  member 
fx  Wide  Bay  and  the  h<viorable  member 
fot  Barrier;  and  so  far  as  the  hoixnrable 
member  for  Wide  Bay  was  concerned,  I 
quoted  Hansard  to  show  what  I  attributed 
to  him. 

Mr.  King  O'Mazjay. — I  am  in  favour 
of  the  whole  business  myself. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  honorable  member 
for  North  Sydney  said  that  the  country  had 
declared  against  universal  nationalizaticm 
as  a  principle.  I  contend  that  no  such 
proposition  was  placed  befOTe  the  country 
except  by  three  gentlemen  in  New  South 
Wales  who  stood  for  the  Senate  on  the 
platform  of  international  Socialism. 

Mr.  Wiucs.— Pathos  and  Bathos  I 

Mr.  WATSON.— Those  were  the  only 
people,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  who  put  be- 
fore the  electors  a  programme  of  universal 
nationalizatioa. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Not  at  all 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  have  not  beard  of 
any  one  else. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Ask  the  bonwable 
member  for  Barrier  what  he  put  before  the 
«lectcws  of  Broken  Hill. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  have  not  beard  of 
his  putting  anything  like  universal  nation- 
alization  tefore  them. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Has  not  the  honor- 
able member? 

Mr.  WATSON.— No;  I  have  not.  I  read 
the  reports  of  the  speedws  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Barrier,  but  I  did  not  see 
any  statement  of  that  character.  I  re- 
mind the  hcffiorable  member  for  North 
Sydney  that  no  proposal  few  universal  na- 
tional izati<Hi  was  put  before  the  people 
by  a  responsible  i»rty,  and  that,  there- 
fcwe,  they  were  not  asked  to  express  an 
opinion  upcm  that  question.  But  the  pro- 
posal, that  we  should  refrain  from  any 
socialistic  experiments,  which  was  embodied 
in  the  platform — if  it  can  be  so  described 
— of  hu  leader,  met  with  complete  defeat 
«t  their  hands.      The  honorable  member 


ought  to  remembei',  as  it  is  less  than  twelve 
months  since  it  occurred,  that  the  whole 
reason  for  the  existence  of  his  party,  as 
expressed  by  its  leader,  was  that  they  were 
gcung  to  combat  Socialism,  to  prevent  insi- 
dious extensions  of  governmental  func- 
ticKis,  and  thati  after  a  pathetic  appeal  to 
the  electcHTS,  they  were  defeated  hy  an 
overwhelming  majority.  We  are  in  this 
position:  that  the  people  have  declared 
against  anti- Socialism,  and  have  not  been 
asked  to  declare  for  canplete  Socialism. 
Therefore  we  have  had  no  answer  from 
them  on  the  latter  head,  either  one  way  ot 
the  other.  I  hold  that  by  their  defeat  of 
the  party  led  by  the  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney,  the  people  have  indicated 
that  they  have  no  objection  to  reasonable 
extensi<»is  of  governmental  functions. 

Mr.  DuGAU)  Thosison. — The  honorable 
member  forgets  that  they  sent  in  ibore 
holders  of  the  opposite  view. 

Mr.  WATSON.— On  that  question  the 
electors  returned  a  minority  of  anti- 
Socialists  to  this  House  and  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — No.  The 
Government  declared  against  naticmaliza- 
tion. 

Mr.  WATSON.— If  I  remember  aright 
the  speech  of  the  hcmorable  member  fcH* 
Ballaratf  the  Government  declared  that 
they  would  hold  themselves  free  to  take 
anv  steps  towards  a  reasorable  extension 
of  governmental  fimcticms,  and  would  na- 
tionalize wherever  it  was  necessary,  and 
that  after  all  is  a  cmnmon-sense  view.  But 
the  members  of  the  Oppcsition  Party, 
through  their  leader,  declared  ffiat  they 
were  going  to  strike  Socialism  out  of  the 
political  arena.  So  far  as  they  are  con- 
cerned, Socialism  seems  to  have  escaped 
scotching,  and  on  that  subject  they  are  in  a 
minority  here,  as  well  as  in  another  place. 
If  I  interpret  aright  the  attitude  of  the 
people  it  is  that  we  should  continue  on  the 
lines  hitherto  adopted  in  Australia  so  far  as 
principles  are  concerned,  that  if  the  nation- 
alization of  a  particular  indostry  or  func- 
tion is  justified  by  the  circumstances,  it 
should  be  done  at  <Mioe. 

Sir  John  FosimsT. — It  depends  upon 
what  is  called  nationalizatirai. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Quite  so.  Occasionally 
the  honorable  member  indicates  that  he  is 
against  Socialism. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— I  do  not  believe  in 
collectivism. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man savs  that  he  does  noTlK^^I^  those 
who  want  to  sha^'U 
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Sir  John  Forrest. — I  do  not  believe  in 
the  beaccai  light  of  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  WATSON.  —  Like  the  honorable 
gentleman,  I  do  not  agree  with  those  who 
want  to  share  and  share  alike,  nor  do  the 
members  of  the  Labour  Party  believe  in 
that  doctrine. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^They  believe  in 
ocdlectivism. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man does  not  believe  in  the  principle  of 
share  and  share  alike,  nor  do  I,  although 
I  have  a  lot  less  to  lose  by  that  proass 
than  he  has.  At  the  same  time,  he  has 
proved  himsdf  to  be  quite  as  good  a 
Socialist  in  some  respects  as  has  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Labour  Party.  When  he  was 
in  power  in  Western  Australia,  he  carried 
out  Government  schemes  of  all  kinds  by 
means  of  day  labour,  and  without  the 
intervention  of  the  middleman,  but  he  does 
not  call  that  Socialism. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — No. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  same  thing,  if 
done  by  the  Labour  Party,  would  no  doubt 
be  denounced  by  him  as  Socialism. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Not  at  all. 

Mr.  Hughes. — There  is  really  only  one 
remedy,  and  that  is  to  make  him  leader 
of  the  Labour  Party. 

Mr.  WATSON.— As  Shakespeare  says— 

That  in  the  captain's  but  a  cholerick  word. 
Which  ia  the  soldier  is  fiat  blasphemy. 

I  believe  that  the  pet^le  are  quite  agree- 
able to  all  reascHiable  and  common-sense 
extensifHis  of  governqiaital  functions  which 
may  be  proved  to  be  desirable.  It  has 
been  said  that  the  Labour  Party's  pro- 
.posals  involve  an  equality  of  remunera- 
ticxi  all  round,  irrespective  of  the  degree 
of  service  which  mav  be  performed.  I 
do  not  think  that  we  need  bother  about 
that' during  our  generation  or  the  next. 

Sir  JoBN  Forest. — If  remimeration  is 
not  etpial  there  will  soon  be  rich  and  poor 
again. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  have  no  doubt  that 
there  will  be  rich  and  poor  for  a  very  corf- 
siderable  period  after  we  have  passed 
away.  However  ideal  it  may  be  to  se- 
cure an  equal  reward  for  services 
rendered,  I  (to  not  think  that  we  have  by 
any  means  approached  that  stage.  The 
most  that  we  can  expect  to  do  in  the  pre- 
sent develoiHnent  of  soc^y  is,  I  think,  to 
cut  off  excrescences  wherever  they'  A{^>ear, 
and  to  retieve  the  peoole  from  the  incubus 
of  ttonbpolies,  rings,  and  ccxntmies  such  as 
we  find  oa  evtry  aide  to-day.  ■ 


Sa  John  Forrest.— We  are  all  agreed 

there. 

Mr.  WATSON— But  the  honorable 
member  has  not  yet  arrived  at  the  stage, 
though  I  dare  say  he  is  approaching  it, 
when  he  recognises  that  there  are  no  means 
of  successfully  combating  rings  and  mono- 
polies, and  that  the  nationalization  of  the 
industries  is  the  only  remedy.  When  we 
remove  the  incentive  to  rob  the  people 
robbery  will  cease.  Because  the  State  h.is 
no  incentive  to  rob  the  people,  it  will  give 
them  a  reasonably  efficient  service.  But 
once  the  private  individual  has  got  to 
a  certain  stage  be  has  always  alluringly 
before  him  the  prospect  of  removing  alJ 
competitor  from  his  path,  and  without  re- 
striction being  able  to  exact  any  terms  he 
likes  from  those  who  must  buy  his  goods. 

Sir  John  Forrest.- Yes,  but  he  is  not 
the  only  man  in  the  wprld. 

Mr.  WATSON.— So  far  as  the  ordi- 
nary consumer  is  concerned,  he  is  too  often 
the  only  man  in  the  world. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— "  Rob "  is  too 
hard  a  term  for  the  honorable  member  to 
use. 

Mr.  WATSON.-^I  do  not  think  that 
any  other  term  can  be  -applied  to  the  ex- 
actions of  some  of  the  rings  that  now 
exist.  Take,  for  instance,  the  coal  ring 
which  the  mine-owners  have  arranged  with 
the  shipping  companies  engaged  in  our 
coastal  trade.  In  regard  to  coal,  Western 
Australia  is  now  under  the  thumb  of  the 
Shipping  Combine. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— We  have  some  cot- 
lienes. 

Mr.  WATSON— I  am  aware  of  that; 
but.the  price  of  coal  in  Western  Australia 
generally  is  governed  by  the  amount  at 
which  Newcastle  coal  can  be  landed  there, 
and  the  Newcastle  coal  is  supplied  only 
to  a  shipping  ring,  who  can  charge  what 
price  they  like  for  it  to  the  consumers  in 
Western  Australia,  as  well  as  in  South 
Australia  and  Victoria. 

Sir  John  Forrest— And  the  honorable 
member's  party  proposes,  by  means  of  the 
Navigation  Bill,  to  give  the  Shipping  Com- 
bine more  facilities  than  they  have  now. 
That  will  make  them  a  closer  Combine- 
than  they  are  at  present. 

Mr.  •  WATSON.— We  are  not  pioposini^ 
to  do  that.  T  would  give  them  le^s  facili- 
ties. ■  Penonally;  I  have  no  objection  to- 
the  mine-owners  getting  a  fair  price  for 
their  coal  at  Newcastle :  but  when  they  in- 
sute  that  only  three  or  four  oompaniei  shatf 
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be  able  to  get  coal  there  at  any  price 
they  ire  combining  to  rob  the  consumers. 

bir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  does  not  think  that  I  have  any 
S)>-mpathy  with  that  sort  of  thing,  surely? 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  right  honorable 
gentleman  is  typical  of  a  great  number  of 
other  hcKioraUe  members.  He  disclaims 
sympathy  wit6  tactics  of  that  sort,  and 
me  must  at  <»ce  give  him  credit  tot  being 
honest  in  his  statement. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Just  as  the  honor* 
able  member  disclaims  any  relatiwi  to  the 
extreme  Socialists. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Just  so.  But  surely 
there  is  a  happy  mean  in  these  cases. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — We  must  try  to 
control  them  first 

Mr.  WATSON.— For  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  merely  to  state  that  he  has  no 
sympathy  with  that  practice  does  not  ad- 
vance matters  one  iota.  .  Tlie  evil  effect 
Dpon  the  consumer  still  contmues.  If  the 
right  hcmorable  gentleman  can  prove  that 
successful  efforts  can  be  made  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  ccMisumers  to  control  these 
monopolies,  he  will  have  achieved  a  very 
great  deal.  But  I  craitend  that  nothing 
short  of  nationalization  of  the  shipping  vill 
allow  the  people  of  certain  States  to  get 
their  coal  at  reasonable  prices. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Would  the  honor- 
able member  have  every  ship  trading  on 
the  coast  to  belong  to  the  State? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  would  have  a  suf- 
fident  number  at  least  to  regulate  freights, 
and  to  insure  that  people  would  get  coal 
carried  to  them  at  a  reasonable  cost.  I  do 
not  say  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  resume 
and  control  all  the  shipping,  but  at  least 
enough  to  govern  the  rates  of  freight  ouxht 
to  be  owned  and  controlled  by  the  Govern- 
ment, in  order  to  insure  that  the  people 
get  a  fair  deal  at  the  hands  of  those  ship- 
ping the  coal  X  am  afraid  that  this  debate 
has  gcme  cuisiderably  beyond  the  mere 
question  of  a  mall  oxitract;  but  I  thinlc 
that  tfie  Commonwealth  will  run  no  nm< 
lerial  risk  in  esfablishlng  a  line  of  mail 
steamers  between  Austrsilia  and  the  Old 
Country.  That  line  would  not  be  able 
bv  ^y  means  to  convey  all  the  perish- 
able produce  sent  abroad,  but  bv  means 
of  it  the  Government  would  be  able 
to  exercise  a  restraining  influence  upon 
freights  charged  upm  produce  gene- 
rally. That  is  the  most  that  such 
a  line  could  expect  to  do.  While  the  Go- 
lemment  line  charged  a.  reasonable  freight^ 
tttere  would  be  mudi  less  lilcelihood '  of 


private  companies  being  able  successfully 
to  combine  in  order  to  exact  unfair  fieights 
from  the  exporters.  Even  if  SMne  direct 
loss  were  shown,  the  indirect  benefits  accru- 
ing from  reductirais  of  freights  ought  to  be 
more  than  sufficient  to  compensate  the 
people  of  Australia  for  the  venture  upon 
which  we  ask  them  to  enter. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  wish  to  explain 
that,  when  I  referred  in  my  speech  to  tte 
stat«nent  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Wide  Bay.  I  quoted  his  own  words — and 
X  said  then  that  that  was  the  eictent  of  my 
allegations-concerning  him — as  follow — 

Whether  it  be  popular  or  not,  it  would  be 
Cowardly  for  the*  man  who  believei  that 
Datienalizatioa  is  a  proper  principle  not  to  ex- 
press bis  views  in  this  House.  We  have  too 
long  shnink  from  maintaining  propositions  which 
we  dearly  believe  in — ^far  too  long. 

That  is  all  that  I  said  with  regard  to  the 
honorable  member  for.  Wide  Bay. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  honorable  membo- 
may  have  relied  on  that  quotation,  but  he 
said  more  than  that 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Not  at  the  time, 
I  went  on  to  say  that  ray  remarks  had  re- 
ference to  the  honorable  member  for  Bar- 
rier, who  moved  the  amendment.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  as  to  that  honorable 
member's  position,  I  said,  in  view  of  his 
platform  utterances  at  the  recent  elections. 
Nor  can  there  be  any  such  doubt,  for  the 
honorable  member  himself  will  not  deny 
that  upon  the  platform  he  did  say  that  be 
was  an  out-and-out  Socialist  in  every  way. 

Mr.  WATsoN.^That  does  not  bind  the 
party. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  never  said  that  it 
did. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [3.46I.— Instead 
of  being  confined  to  the  consideration  of 
this  contract,  the  debate,  in  view  of  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Barrier,  has  been  allowed  to 
drift  into  a  general  consideration  of  outside 
questions.  That,  on  the  whole,  is  regret- 
table, because  we  have  before  us  a  specific 
business  proposal,  which  deserves  practical 
consideration  from  honorable  members  on 
its  own  merits.  When  the  Prime  Minister 
announced  the  terms  of  the  contract  to  the 
House.  I  tendered  to  him  my  congratula- 
tions for .  having  made  an  arrangement 
which  will  put  an  end  to  much  of  the  hesi- 
tation, doubt,  and  derangement  of  business 
that ,  has  existed  for  so  Icmg.  I  can  say 
now,  on  behalf  of  many  mercantile  men  in 
the  community,  that  there. is  great  satisfac- 
tion, that  the  GQvemme5n^  have  concluded, 
ftiis  contract    pia^astev  tliS Wiew  expressed 
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by  a  previous  speaker  that  it  would  be  an  Canal,  mix  with  the  vessels  of  all  nations 
advantage  to  ascertain  what  jxoporticm  of  of  the  wwld,  an  impressicm  may  be  con- 
the  total  sum  of       70,000  is  applicable  veyed  that  Australia  is  a  separated  entity 
purely  to  the  services  of  the  Postal  De-  in  the  Empire.  The  British  Unicm  Jack  is 
partment,  and  what  to  the  extra  freight  quite  sufficient  for  me,  and  I  think  it  ought 
conditions  introduml.   The  Minister  might  to  be  suffident  oa  the  mail  steamers.  If 
promise  to  obtain  the  information  for  the  those  steamers  were  conveying  en:tuaively 
benefit  of  hraiorable  members.   In  view  of  our  own  pet^le  or  our  own  produce*  or 
the  desire  to  have  the  contract  settled,  it  if  they  were  owned  by  Australia,  then 
would  be  wise  at  this  staras  to  avoid  there  might  be  something  in  the  claim  that 
any  amendments  on  the  floor  ci  the  House,  the  Australian  flag  should  appear  at  the 
seeing  that  the  whole  of  the  details  have  masthead.      But  these  conditicms  do  not 
been  the  subject  of  serious  consideration  prevail,  and  at  ColOTibo,  where  fresh  pas- 
by  all  the  parties  to  the  contract,  in  amsul-  sengers  and  new  mails  are  taken  on  board, 
tation  with  their  solicitors,  and  that  it  would  the  flying  of  the  Australian  flag  may  con- 
be  imprudent  to  dislocate  any  one  portion  vey  an  erroneous  impressim.      While  I 
of  it.    But  for  that  consideration  I  should  have  no  desire  to  say  anything  that  might 
have  asked  the  House  to  accept  an  amend-  be  cMistrued  into  disrespect  for  the  Aus- 
ment  to  provide  that,  cinisequential  upon  tralian  flag,  I  think  that  this  is  one  of  the 
the  agreement  being  ad(^ted,  an  accelerated  clauses  which  might  have  been  left  out  of 
service  for  the  interim  period  should  be  the  contract.    We  are  infiHmed,  it  is  truer 
required.    On  public  grounds,  I  do  not  that  the  flying  of  the  Australian  flag  is  at 
think  that  it  would  have  been  asking  very  the  instance  <^  the  oc»itractcM:& ;  but,  nevct' 
mudi  from  the  contractors  or  fron  the  Go-  theless,  I  regard  this  omditicx)  in  the  agree- 
vemment  to  consent  to  that  provision,  mait  as  somewhat  unnecessary, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  admitted  that  two  of  the  Mr.  Spence. — The  Australian  flag  has 
steamers  are  quite  cCMnpetent  to  shorten  the  the  Uniai  Jack  in  the  comer, 
time  at  present  occupied  in  the  transit  of  Mr.  KNOX. — That  is  so;  but,  at  the 
the  mails.    I  do  not  see  any  substantial  same  time,  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  worth 
reason  why  there  should  not  be  some  im-  while  making  the  flying  of  the  Australian 
provement  in  the  service  every  fortnight  flag  a  stipulation  in  the  contract.    I  very 
during  the  interim  period.     I  know  that  much  regret  that  the  whole  question  of 
many  honorable  members  share  that  view.  Socialism  should  have  been  introduced  into 
but  it  is  not  desirable  to  delay  the  con-  this  debate,  though,  perhaps,  the  discus- 
elusion   of   this  contract.       I  am   dis-  sion  of  the  ccHitract  from  that  point  of  view 
posed  to  believe  that  a  pn^x»al  to  the  end  was  inevitable.    I  find  from  the  SMfping 
I  have  indicated  would  recrive  a  large  "World  Year-Book  for  last  year  that  tltt 
support.  There  ought,  at  least,  to  be  an  number  of  vessels  entered  from  BritUh 
undertaking  that  the  steamers  will  arrive  possessions  and  foreign  countries  to  the 
at  Largs   Bay   in   sufficient   time  every  United   Kingdom   was   66,840,  carrying 
Monday  to  allow  the  mails  to  be  conveyed  SS. '523.974  tons,  and  that  the  number  of 
by  the  overland  express  on  that  day.  These  vessels  cleared  to  British  possessions  and 
are  practical  suggestions  which  I  do  not  foreign  countries  frcm  the  United  King- 
think  ask  too  much,  even  if  the  contract  dom  was  65,880,  carrying  56,416,700  tons, 
has  been  substantially  approved.    I  hope  The  imports  into  Great  Britain  from  Bri- 
it  is  part  of  the  understanding  that  we  tish  possessions  and  foreign  countries  were 
shall  have  the  advantage  of  the  rapid  ser-  valued  at  £s^Sf0^9*9^1  y  and  the  exports 
vice  via  Brindisi,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  at  j£407.59fi»S*7'      In  the  case  of  Aus- 
the  mail  service  has  been  practically  ar-  tralia    there    are    703    vessels  whidk 
ranged  for  the  next  twelve  years.    The  two  go  to  and  from  Great  Britain,  carrying 
pcHnts  I  have  raised  I  commend  to  the  1,830,000  tons.    This  mail  contract,  large 
earnest  consideration  of  the  Minister,  be-  as  it  may  bulk  in  our  eyes,  is  unimportant 
cause  they  represent  practical  necessities,  when  we  consider  the  great  voltmie  of  trade 
for  which  some  provision  should  be  made  of  the  Motherland.     On  the  question  of 
in  the  contract.     Soecial  significance  has  Sodalism,  the  honorable  member  for  Bar- 
been  given  to  the  fact  that  the  mail  steam-  rier  last  night  made  use  of  an  expres- 
ers  will  fly  the  Australian  flag      I  hope  sion  which   I   regard  as  absolutely  un- 
that  the  Australian  flag  will  alwavs  receive  worthy  of  him,  or  the  party  he  represents, 
due  recogniticMi ;  but  I  point  out  that  when  The  honorable  manber  made  the  statement 
the  vessels,  in  coming  through  the  Suez  that  the  Chambers  of   Commerce  .would 
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sell  Jesus  Christ  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver. 
When  challenged  this  morning,  the  honor* 
able  member  was  given  an  opportunity  to 
explain  that  statement  away,  and  as  he 
did  not  do  so,  I  am  justified  in  believing 
that  it  was  not  made  inadvertently  in  the 
beat  of  debate,  but  as  the  result  of  de- 
liberate thought  and  consideration.  I 
characterize  the  statement  as  an  outrageous 
slander.  Regarded  as  the  outcome  of  the 
booorable  member's  personal  ignorance,  the 
statement  will  perhaps  have  a  degree  of 
importance  attadied  to  it  which  it  would 
not  deserve,  but  the  bonOTS^le  member 
was  speaking  as  an  exponent  of  the 
views  of  the  party  to  which  he  belcxigs. 
We  are  told  that  we  should  not  generalize 
from  isolated  instances  as  to  the  attitude 
of  the  Labour  Party  on  any  question,  but 
the  particular  utterance  to  which  I  refer, 
if  it  does  not  disclose  ignorance  of  the 
facts  on  the  part  of  the  honorable  member 
who  was  guilty  of  it,  discloses  the  most 
vencmoos  spirit  which  it  would  be  possible 
for  any  man  to  attribute  to  a  great  party 
like  the  Labour  Party.  The  particular 
class  of  persons  to  whom  the  honorable 
member  referred  represent  the  large  in- 
terests of  those  to  whom  the  members  of 
the  Labour  Party  are  o[^sed  as  faith- 
fully as  Labour  members  can  claim  to  re- 
present the  interests  of  any  other  class  in 
the  community.  The  utterance  to  which 
I  take  excqitun  comes  with  the  worst  pos- 
^tle  grace  from  an  honorable  membn  who 
not  infrequently  ascends  the  pulpit  to 
urge  the  precept  of  .his  Itedeaner  that 
Am  should  be  peace  and  good  will  in 
this  world. 

Mr.  Baufokd. — This  is  too  thin  alto- 
gether. 

Mr.  KNOX.— It  is  more  like  the  kind 
of  utterance  we  should  expect  to  cxxne 
from  the  crowd  who  cried,  "Give  us  Bar- 
abbas."  At  that  historic  referendum — 
which  by  the  way  is  a  principle  which  the 
honorable  member  for  Barrier  stionglv 
«upp«ts — the  popular  voice  did  not  find 
expression  as  the  result  of  experience  and 
thoughtful  consideration  on  the  part  of 
those  who  said  "Give  us  Barabbas.*'  We 
lave  to  consider  the  spirit  which  lies  be- 
hind the  honorable  member's  statement  that 
the  Chambers  of  Commerce  would  sell 
Jesus  Christ  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver. 

Mr.  Thomas.— I  said  "a  Christ." 

Mr.  KNOX. — The  only  possible  excuse 
*onld  be  that  it  was  out  of  his  ignorance 
tbit  dw  hooori^le  member  had  spoken.  I 


ask  whether  hcHiorable  mdnbers  in  the 
Labour  corner  imagine  for  a  moment  that 
they  are  the  only  exemplars  of  all  that  is 
gocd  and  righteous.  It  has  been  my 
fortune  to  come  in  contact  with  members 
of  the  party  to  which  the  hcxiorable  mem- 
ber belongs  who  have  been  men  of  depraved 
habits  and  tastes,  and  actuated  by  ex- 
treme selfishness.  I  have  known  workers 
who,  when  they  became  possessed  of  means, 
proved  themselves  to  be  the  hardest  of  task- 
masters. Should  we  be  justified  because 
oi  the  character  and  conduct  of  such  men 
in-  condmning  the  whole  of  the  aspira- 
tions of  the  Labour  Party?  There  are 
members  of  that  party  in  this  House 
whose  honesty  of  purpose  I  have  not  hesi- 
tated to  acknowledge. 

Mr.  Bahford. — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  I  ask  whether  the  honorable  mem- 
ber is  discussing  the  mail  contract? 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— The  hon- 
orable member  is  quite  in  order.  He  is 
replying  to  a  statement  made  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Barrier. 

Mr.  KNOX.~If  I  am  out  of  order, 
mud)  of  the  previous  debate  on  the  motion 
has  not  been  in  order.  I  recognise  the 
ability  of  the  honorable  member  for  Bar- 
rier, The  great  industry  he  has  displayed 
in  familiarizing  himself  with  the  details 
of  this  matter,  and  in  obtaining  a  grasp 
of  the  subject,  has  earned  the  respect  of 
honorable  members  generally.  The  hon- 
orable member  will  probably  regard  it  as 
a  distinction  when  I  say  that  he  was  the 
first  who,  on  the  floor  of  this  House, 
claimed  that  the  members  of  the  Labour 
Party  were  Socialists.  In  answer  to  my- 
self, the  hoiorable  member  made  the  ad- 
mission in  the  first  Parliament  during  the 
consideration  of  the  Conciliallon  and  Arbi- 
tration Bill.  He  can  claim  to  have  made 
the  first  public  admission  in  this  House 
that  hcxiorable  members  in  the  Labour 
corner  are  Socialists. 

Mr.  Thomas. — If  that  is  so,  I  am  very 
proud  of  it. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— What  is  the  honor- 
able member's  definition  of  Socialism? 

Mr.  KNOX.— My  feeling  is  that  honor- 
able members  in  the  Labour  comer 
who  are  advocating  Socialism  are 
floundering  along  from  one  session  to 
another,  groping  their  way  in  a  vain  effort 
to  discover  what  Socialism  really  means, 
and  fearful  of  giving  public  expression  to 
thmr  real  views  on  the  subiect. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — We  hue  nut  dim  in 
our  platform.  DigitizedbyV^OOglC 
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Mr.  KNOX. — Honorable  members  have 
modified  their  platfonn  when  they  have 
found  public  opinion  agtinst  them.  Do 
they  accept  the  programme  of  the  Social 
Democratic  Federation? 

Mr.  Hutchison.— No,  we  follow  our 
own  programme. 

Mr.  KNOX, — I  believe  there  is  no  ex- 
treme of  Socialism  to  -which  the  hcmorable 
member  fbr  Barrier  is  not  fwepared  to  go, 
excejrt  that  which  might  lead  to  the  deple- 
tion of  the  contents  of  his  own  pockets. 
One  of  the  planks  of  the  sodalistic  plat- 
form is  ^he  abolition  of  monarchy. 

Mr.  Thomas.— Terrible ! 

Mr.  KNOX.— I  say  it  woald  be  terrible, 
though  TO  may  attadi  no  greater  im- 
portance to  the  monarch  as  a  monarch 
than  that  arising  frcMn  the  fact  that  he 
represents  the  apex  of  our  constitutional 
system. 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— Whilst 
the  honorable  member  was  in  order  in  criti- 
cising the  statements  made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Barrier,  he  will  not  be  in  order 
in  indulging  in  a  general  disquisitiwi  on 
Socialism. 

Mr.  KNOX. — I  intend  to  connect  my 
remarks  with  the  statement  which  the  hon- 
orable member  made. 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— If  I  were 
to  permit  the  honorable  member  to  follow 
his  present  line  of  argument,  I  should  have 
to  allow  other  honorable  members  also  to 
discuss  the  general  question  of  Socialism 
instead  of  tw  mail  contract  which  is  im- 
mediately befwe  us. 

Mr.  Johnson. — On  a  point  of  order,  sir, 
I  should  like  to  know  whether  the  honorable 
member  will  not  be  in  order  in  discussing 
the  question  of  Socialism  as  affectti^  the 
amendment  moved  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Barrier? 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.  —  The 
nmendment  simply  provides  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  acquire  and  control  a  line 
of  mail  steamers. 

Mr.  Johnson  Does  not  that  involve 

the  question  of  Socialism? 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— I  am  not 
here  to  define  what  is  and  what  is  not  So- 
cialism. 

Mr.  KNOX.— If  the  debate  had  not  been 
allowed  to  drift  towards  the  question  of 
Socialism,  there  would  "have  be«i  no  occa- 
sion for  me  to  refer  to  the  matter,  since 
I  think  that  the  amendment  is  a  counter 
business  proposition.  I  should  not  have 
touched  upon  the  question  of  Socialism  but 


for  the  remarks  made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Barrier,  remarks  which  I  mm 
sure  he  will,  upon  reflection,  regret.  I 
^unild  have  been  wanting  in  my  duty  had 
I  not.  On  behalf  of  the  Federated  Cham- 
bers of  Commerce,  of  whidi  I  have  been 
President  for  three  years,  resented  the 
suggestion  that  he  made.  No  body  of 
men  is  perfect,  but  it  is  wrong  to 
suggest  that  the  Chambers  of  Commerce 
have  any  disrespect  for  religiwi  and 
are  devoid  of  honorable  and  diari- 
table  instincts.  Many  of  their  mem- 
bers have  thrown  themselves  into  the  work 
of  endeavouring  to  improve  the  industrial 
omditions  of  Australia.  It  is  a  misfortnne 
that  the  words  to  which  I  have  referred 
should  have  fallen  from  the  lips  of  an 
honorable  member  of  this  House,  speaking 
either  on  behalf  of  his  pwty  or  as  an  in- 
dividual member  of  it.  The  incident  is  all 
the  more  regrettable  since  I  am  certain 
that  the  honorable  member  himseff  desires 
to  lead  an  exemplary  life,  and  I  conclude 
that  his  remarks  were  due  either  to  ab- 
solute unblushing  ignorance,  or  to  venom 
and  a  feeling  of  antagmism  .towards  these 
bodies,  the  display  of  which  on  the  part 
of  any  honorable  member  is  most  re- 
grettable. Honorable  members  of  the  • 
Labour  Party  arrogate  to  thonselves  the 
right  to  act  as  sole  custodians  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  workers.  In  that  req)ect, 
they  do  an  injustice  to  honorable  members 
sitting,  not  only  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
but  behind  the  Government,  whose  desire 
is  that  the  interests  of  all  classes  shall  be 
considered.  My  own  life  has  been  spent  in- 
an  effort  to  assist  my  fellow  man,  and  in 
a  direction  altogether  different  from  that 
which  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier,  in 
words  that  should  Eu>t  appear  on  the  records 
of  the  House,  has  indicated.  I  deeply 
regret  that  the  hcxiOTable  member  should 
have  been  guilty  of  such  an  exhibition  of 
venom  and  irreverence. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [4.18].— 
I  cannot  join  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Kooyong  in  congratulating  the  Govemmeat 
on  what  he  described  as  *'  the  highly  suc- 
cessful arrangement"  made  by  them  for 
the  carriage  of  our  oversea  mails.  On  the 
contrary,  I  think  that  we  ou^t  to  condole 
with  the  Government  in  that  they  have 
been  unable  to  OMiclude  a  more  satisfactory 
contract.  How  can  it  be  said  that  we 
should  congratulate  the  Government  on 
having  entered  into  a  omtract  for  the  car- 
riage of  our  mails  at .  an  ipastM  of. 
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j£9z.ooo  per  annum  od  the  suhudy  granted 
vndex  a  farmer  agreement?   So  fax  as  the 

carriage  of  mails  is  coached*  the  only 
additional  advantage  that  we  shall  secure 
by  this  iocreased  payment  will  be  a  saving 
of  two  days  in  the  time  occupied  on  the 
\ovage.     In  no  other  respect  is  the  contract 
superior^  from  a  mail  point  of  view,  to  the 
old  one.    I  admit  that  it  has  some  possible 
advantages  in  respect  of  the  carriage  of 
perishable  products;  but  viewed  solely  as 
a  mail  contract  it  offers  no  advantages  as 
compaied  with  that  whicfa  will  shntly  ex- 
pire.   1  have  risen  diiefiy  for  the  purpose 
of  explainii^  why  I  intend  to  vote  for  the 
amendment,  altbotigb  on  a  previous  occa- 
sion I  voted  against  a  similar  proposaticm. 
The  contract  which  was  then  bcfOTC  us  ap- 
peared to  be  very  much  more  advantageous 
ro  the  Commonwealth  than  does  the  pro- 
posed contract. 

Sir  JOBN  FonssT. — In  what  way  was 
it  move  advantageous  to  the  Commonwealth  ? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— It  involved  the 
payment  of  a  subsid;  of  ;^50,ooo  less  than 
does  the  new  contract.  It  fvovtded  for 
an  accelerated  speed,  and  for  t?ie  employ- 
ment of  larger  ships  than  those  which  will 
be  used  under  the  new  contract. 

Sir  John  Foiwest.— Under  the  old  con- 
tract   vessels  of  12,000  tons  were  to  be 
employed,  whereas  under  the  new  one  they 
afe  to  be  of  11,000  tons. 
-  Mr.  BATCHELOR.— There  is  not  a 
great  deal  of  difference  so  far  as  the  ton- 
n^  is  concerned.      But  the .  horx>rab!e 
maabet  will  reqollect  Hut  five  of  the 
steamers  to  be  employed  under  the  pro- 
posed omtract  are  named  in  the  agreement, 
and  that  they  fall  very  far  short  of  11,000 
toi».    The  prindpal  advantage  that  would 
have  been  conferred  by  the  old  contract 
was  that  it  involved  the  payment  of  a  sub- 
sidy of  j;£5o,ooo  less  than  does  the  new 
agreement.     Smely  that  is  an  item  which 
is  worthy  of  our  consideration.    Upon  the 
hst  occasion   I  hesitated  a  grrat  deal  be.- 
fone  I  decided  to  vote  agvnst  the,  ammd- 
ment  sdniitted  by  the  hcmorable  member 
for  Barrier.    But  it  did  seem  to  me  that 
if  the  mail  steamers  were  under  Cotnmon- 
vealtfa  control  we  shooM  not  have  reaped 
vty  more  advantages  for  a  considerable 
trae  that  we  should  have  enioyed  if  the 
old  contra(rt  had  been  carried,  out.  Fur- 
ther, I  thought  that  it  would  be  soon 
enoojih  to  consider  the  .question  .Of.  na- 
tioMalinng'  the  steamer^ ,  when  that  contract 
nt«ly  eipii-ed.  ]    Since  then .  events 
bare  transpSied  wtudi  have  indined  me  to 


dtange  any  nund.  Oo€  of  the  factors 
whidi  have  ir^ueoced  me  is  the  enoanous 

expansion  which  has  taken  place  in  the  for- 
mation o(  trusts  all  over  the  world,  and 
particularly  in  so  far  as  the  ring  which 
controls  the  oversea  trade  of  Australia  is 
concerned.  To-day  we  know  that  there  is 
a  w<»ld-wide  shipping  coinbinatim  in  exis- 
tence, and  that  the  only  means  of  prevent- 
ing the  produoer  from  beuig  victimized 
is  competition  by  a  Govenunent  which  can- 
not be  drawn  into  the  corobanation. 
To-day  imictically  all  commercial  con- 
cerns are  being  run  by  trusts  and 
combines.  The  period  when  anybody 
was  free  to  embark  upon  any  enterprise  if 
he  chose  to  do  so  has  gone  hy.  It  is  our 
duty,  as  representatives  of  the  people,  to 
see  that  the  producers  are  not  victimized  as 
the  result  of  any  arrangements  into  which 
we  may^  enter.  I  am  aware  that  theie  is 
a  {M-ovision  in  the  ne«'oontnu;t  under  which 
we  have  po«er  to  caned  the  agreement 
if  the  -Orient  Steftm  Navigation  Company 
bring  thenoelves  within  the  act^  of  the 
Australian  Industries.  Preservatioti  Act. 
They  are  not  Uk^y  to  do  that. 

Mf.  HtrrCRisON. — ^They  have  only  to 
dodge  it  within  the  $  miW  limit. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— That  is  not  a 
very  difficult  matter.  The  whole  contract 
is  hedged  round  with  such  an  enormous 
number  of  conditions  that  it  would  be  far 
better  for  us  to  undertake  the  responsi- 
bility of  running  a  Commonwealth  Hne  of 
mail  steamers.  The  Government  havelud 
down  so  many  OHiditbns — conditions  relat- 
ing to  the  time  occupied  by  the  vessels  on 
the  voyage,  the  fraght  rates  to  be  charged, 
the  temper^re  at  which  produce  shall  be 
carried,  the  amount  of  insulated  space  that 
shall  be  (M-ovided,  and  the  labour  which 
shall  be  employed — that  they  practically 
ccKitroI  the  service,  except  that  the  agree- 
ment is  powerless  to  prevent  the  Orient 
Steam,  Navigation -Company  from  entering 
into  a  combination  to  increase  freights. 
Seeing  that  all  these  conditions  are  im- 
posed, it  -seems  to  me  that  the  tune  has  ar- 
rived when  ve  should  undoiake  the  5:ar- 
riape  of  our  own  mails*  esoeciallv  in  view 
of .  the  fact  that,  we  are  being  called  upon 
to  pay  such  an  enormous  subsidy  as  com- 
pared with  the  old  subsidy.  I  wish  also 
to  voice,  my  objection  to  this  new  contract, 
on.  the  ground  that,  it  is  something  more 
than  a  mail  contra<?t.  We  have  no  right 
to  deplete  the  iQjmmonwealth  revenue  to 
the  extent  of  saves  of  thousands  of  pounds 
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in  order  to  assist  the  revenues  of  the 
States.  If  any  expenditure  is  incurred  in 
concluding  arrangements  for  the  cariiaf^ 
of  perishable  products^  that  expenditure 
should  be  bcHme  by  the  States.  Certainly 
it  should  not  cone  out  of  the  Cominon- 
wealth  revenue.  We  axe  constantly  piling 
up  Conmuxtwealth  expoiditure  by  perform- 
ing work  for  the  States  for  which  we  get 
no  credit  whatever.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
we  get  nothing  but  attacks  from  them,  not- 
withstanding that  we  are  constantly  per- 
forming at  the  expense  of  the  postal  revenue 
scfflie  service  which  the  States  themselves 
previously  performed.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  enter  into  a  debate  upon  the  general 
question  of  Socialism  which  has  been  raised. 
The  discussion  on  that  subject  has  been  an 
exceedingly  interesting  one  frcsn  sane 
points  of  view. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — ^We  ought  to  set  a  session 
apart  for  its  discussion. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Neither  a  session 
nor  a  Parliament  would  suffice  for  a  full 
discussion  of  the  question  of  Socialism 
versus  anti-Socialism,  which  has  been  going 
on  ever  «nce  the  first  man  began  to  wear 
clothes.  I  understand  that  under  the 
new  ccxitract  the  mails  will  be  landed 
in  Adelaide  on  a  Saturday. 

Mr.  Mauges. — Probably  they  will  be 
landed  there  on  Saturday,  but  it  will 
depend  entirely  upcwi  the  time  table. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  saw  it  stated  in 
a  newspaper  that  the  time  fcM"  arrival  ac 
Adelaide  would  be  Saturday  morning.  The 
time  is  not  mentioned  in  the  contract,  so 
far  as  I  know.  But  if  any  such  arrange- 
ment is  made.  It  will  be  most  unfair  to 
South  Australia. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Does  the  hcmorable 
member  think  there  is  any  necessity  fc»  the 
vessels  to  call  at  Adelaide  at  all  ? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  have  seen  the 
Treasurer  in  a  number  of  moods,  but  the 
rdle  of  joker  does  not  suit  him.  The  rea- 
son for  calling  at  Adelaide  is  to  enable  the 
mails  from  Sydney  and  Melbourne  to  be 
despatched  as  early  as  possible.  ^ 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^Under  this  ocxitract 
the  vessels  will  have  to  call  at  Adelaide  for 
another  twelve  years. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— At  the  end  of  that 
time  there  may  be  great  improvements  in 
the  service. 

Mr.  Watkins. — The  mails  might  be 
brought  down  the  east  coast,  and,  in  that 
event,  Adelaide  would  receive  them  after 
Melbourne. 


Sir  WiLUAM  Lvne. — I  thitik  it  is  a  pity 
that  we  have  not  a  service  frcMn  Vancouver 
for  the  carriage  of  English  mails. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  am  addressing 
my  remarks  to  a  s^ous  member  of  the  Go- 
vernment, the  Postmaster-General,  who  is 
not  in  the  habit  of  treating  questiois  frin>- 
louslv-  I  put  it  to  him  that  he  should 
avoid  making  the  time  of  arrival  Saturday 
morning  or  mid-day,  because  that  would 
mean  additional  cost  to  the  Department  in 
connexion  with  an  extra  delivery  in  South 
Australia.  I  assume  that  if  the  mails 
arrive  on  Saturday  morning  they  will  not 
be  kept  lying  at  the  post-office  until  Mon- 
day.   That  would  be  ridiculous. 

Sir  WiLLiAH  Lvne. — ^We  should  save  the 
cost  of  a  mail  train  from  Adelaide  if  the 
ships  came  straight  on  to  Melbourne,  and 
there  would  be  hardly  any  loss  of  time. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— It  is  of  no  use  fo 
take  any  no^xx  of  insane  ideas  of  that 
kind.  I  intend  to  vote  with  the  honorable 
member  for  Barrier.  I  am  not  quite  clear 
as  to  the  meaning  of  some  of  the  other 
amendments,  and  shall  reserve  my  right  to 
support  them,  or  otherwise,  as  they  come 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [4.37].— Most 
of  the  criticism  has  turned  upon  the  amena- 
ment  of  the  hmorable  member  for  Bar- 
rier. But  we  ma^  talw  it  for  panted  that 
his  scheme  of  naticmalisaticKi  will  not  com- 
mend itself  to  a  majority  of  honorable  mem- 
bers. Therefore,  I  do  not  propose  to  waste 
much  time  in  considering  it  I  may,  how- 
ever, point  out  that,  although  the  honorable 
member  occupied  a  considerable  amount  of 
time  in  discusdng  the  amendment,  it  is 
quite  evident,  from  speeches  made  by  mem- 
bers of  his  party,  that  they  recognise  that 
thCTC  is  no  prospect  of  carrying  it. 

Mr.  Watkins. — If  the  htmorable  mem- 
ber had  continued  in  the  course  whtdi  he 
followed  in  his  early  political  days,  he 
would  have  been  with  us. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  mistaken.  I  have  always  been 
opposed  to  Sodalian^  and  this  is  a  Social- 
istic proposal.  It  is  part  of  a  general 
scheme  of  Socialism,  in  which  the  honorable 
member  for  Barrier  believes.  In  support 
of  that  statement,  I  will  quote  a  few  sen- 
tences from  a  leaflet  wHidi  he  distributed 
amongst  his  electors  only  recently.  I  am 
quoting  this  to  show  that  the  honorable 
member's  naticmalization  proposal  in  this 
particular  is  only  a  step  in  the  direction 
of  nationalizing  all  the  means  of  noduo- 
tion,  distribution,  fifld'«£k£d&^Pgi^ 
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Mr.  Watkins. — Quite  right. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— But,  whilst  the  honor- 
able member  says  "Quite  right/'  other 
oiembers  of  his  party  have  beoi  at  great 
pams  to  discl»m  any  oonnexion  with  a 
gmal  adieme  of  nationalization.  Now 
what  does  the  h(mor^le  member  for  Bar- 
rier say?  He  says — 

It  is  the  oomokon  holding  of  land  ud  tlie 
BKtiu  of  prodnction  uid  excfiaage,  and  die  hold- 
ing of  them  for  the  eqtul  benefit  of  all. 

Further  on  be  says — 

Yob  have  to  deitxoy  the  pieient  competitive 
sjctem — 

That  is  the  purpose  of  the  scheme  of 
natknaliutioo.  It  is  to  destroy  the  pre- 
sent system  of  competition — 

Yoa  have  to  dettioy  the  preseat  conwetitiTe 
tyitcm  to  erect  oo  the  ruins  a  system  founded 
on  josiicc  and  equity.  You  most  wte  for 
Socialism  against  anti-Socialism  or  anything  ehe. 
SoeiaUsm  is  your  gospelf  your  science,  yonr 
reiMdy.   Von  need  it.   And  in  your  time. 

Mr.  EowaRDS. — ^Wbo  made  that  state- 
ment? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Barrier  made  that  declaraticn  of 
the  principles  of  his  party,  and  its  late 
leader  has  explained  that  their  purpose  is 
to  reach  their  ultimate  goal  step  by  step — 
to  take  only  one  step  at  a  time.  This  is  one 
of  the  first  steps  wmch  th^  pn^iose  to  take 
in  that  direction.  We  have  a  direct  con- 
nenoD  between  this  amoidmmt  in  regard 
to  the  mul  contract  and  the  genval  social- 
inng  sdKsne  of  the  Labour  Party  as  em- 
boified  in  their  platform  and  as  eipounded 
bv  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier  in  an 
^ectioneering  pamphlet.  I  do  not  piupose 
to  take  up  more  time  in  discussing  the 
matter,  nor  do  I  intend  to  folkm  the  hon- 
orable member  into  all  the  highways  and 
byways  of  the  more  or  less  intricate  and 
^imerical  qtiestion  of  Sodalism.  I  am 
perfectly  satisfied  that  the  time  has  not  ar- 
rived when  the  good  sense  of  this  cotmtry 
will  consent  to  any  disruption  of  the  fun- 
damental bases  of  society  in  that  direction, 
so  that  we  should  not  take  the  amendment 
too  seriously. 

Mr.  Kmc  O'Malley. — If  the  amend- 
ment were  not  Socialistic,  would  the  hon- 
orable member  support  it? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Of  course  I  would 
not,  because  it  does  not  commend  itself  to 
me  on  the  ground  of  ccnimon  sense.  I  am 
lore  that  if  it  were  adopted  we  should  not 
be  able  to  carry  it  out  to  a  satisfactory  con- 
dosioo.  The  speech  .delivered  by  the 
booofable  member  for  Barrier  last  night 
has  been  addressed  to  the  House  on  three 


occasi<xis.  The  whole  of  last  evening  was 
taken  up  by  him  with  the  mere 
further  repetiticm  of  an  old  speech. 
I  vmture  to  say  that  had  I,  or  any 
one  else  on  t^is  side  of  the  House,, 
attempted  to  do  anything  of  the  kind,  or 
even  to  occupy  a  tenth  of  the  time  in  that 
way,  there  would  have  been  a  united  pro- 
test from  tiut  very  corner  against  such  an 
acticxi.  Yet  the  House  listened  patiently 
— despite  the  fact  that  honorable  members 
knew  the  speech  practically  <rff  by  heart 
and  could  have  delivered  it,  almost  ver- 
batim,  as  well  as  the  honcwable  member 
did.  With  that  passing  reference  to  that 
matter,  I  shall  proceed  to  consider  the 
terms  of  the  contract  In  the  first  place, 
we  have  to  make  a  axnpariaon  of  the  rate 
we  are  now  asked  to  pay  with  the  rate 
which  prevailed  only  a  few  years  ago,  and 
to  ask  ourselves  what  advantages  we  shall 
get  from  this  verv  largely  increased 
subsidy.  It  is  only  three  or  four 
years  since  the  price  of  the  contract 
with  the  same  company  was  ^75,000 
a  year  for  a  service  ,of,  I  think, 
696  hours.  A  little  difficulty  occurred  in 
connexion  with  arranging  for  a  new  con- 
tract and  a  temporary  arrangement  was 
made  with  the  company  which  the 
amount  of  the  subsidy  was  increased  to 
;£i  30,000,  in  cffder  to  ride  the  Government 
over  B  temporary  difficulty.  The  company 
now  carries  the  mails  fcv  that  sum.  The 
extra  amotmt  whidi  is  paid  fo^  the  exten- 
sion of  the  trip  to  Brisbtme  is  for  a  special 
service,  not  for  a  mail  service.  But 
under  the  proposed  contract  the  annual 
payment  is  to  be  70,000,  01*  mote  than 
double  what  it  was  f<x'  the  same  service 
only  a  few  years  aga 

Mr.  WiLKS. — No,  it  is  ;^95»ooo  more. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  said  more  than 
doid>le — j^2o,ooo  mote  than  double.  We 
are  asked  to  pav  nearly  j£9S»ooo 
more  for  what  is  nractically  the  same 
sernce,  with  the  exception  that  the 
mails  will  be  delivered  in  fifty-nght 
hours'  less  time.  That  seems  to  me 
to  be  an  excessive  amount  to  pay  for 
that  acceleration  of  speed  in  the  matter 
of  delivery,  espedally  as  the  company 
would  have  to  run  faster  boats  irrespective 
of  a  mail  contract.  What  we  have  to  con- 
sider is,  how  much  of  the  proposed  subsidy 
is  to  be  paid  for  a  mail  service,  and  how 
much  for  a  commercial  service.  The  House 
had  a  right  to  expect  (tH^ftS^ast^'* 
General  to  furniai0't<«eiii&ft^HM^Rni  on 
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that  point  He  has  not  ofTered  any  infor- 
mation,  but  has  simply  thrown  the  con- 
tract on  the  table,  and  practically  said, 
"  There  is  the  contract,  take  it  or  leave 
it,"  forcing  honorable  members  to  delve 
into  its  provisions,  in  order  fo  asoertaio 
the  advantages  or  the  disadvantages  «s  the 
case  may  be. 

Mr.  Livingston. — ^Xhat  was  a  very  good, 
idea,  as  it  commits  him  to  nothing. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  —  The  Postmaster- 
General  has  followed  the  bad  example  set 
by  the  Treasiffer  of  withh(rfdihg  informa- 
tion which  the  Ho'jse  is  entitled  to  receive.- 
It  is  a  most  cavalier  way  .of  treating  the 
Hojse.  I  cannot  understand  why  it 
calmly  submits  to  treatment  which  prac-. 
tically  amounts  to  an  insuU.  It  ts  tanta- 
mount to  saying,  "  You  are  merely  the 
Opposition,  and  you  are  not  entitled  to  any 
consideration,  not  e\«n  to  ordinary  cour- 
tesy. We  fling  this  contract  in  your  face, 
and  tell  >ou  to  talce  it  or  leave  it,  as  you 
lilw.  We  do  not  care  what  you  do,  be- 
cause we  have  the  numbers." 
,  Mr.  Mauger^ — How  does  the  honwable 
member  make  out  that  when  honorable 
members  on  this  side  intend  to  vote  against 
its  ratification  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  following  the  very  bad  example  of 
the  Treasurer^  wlien  he  fails  to  offer  to 
honorable  members  the  comnum  courtesy  ci 
an  explanation  of  the  .  matters  which  he 
wants-  them  to  consider.  This  large  in- 
crease from  £,TS,ooo  to  ;^i^,ooo  in  the 
course  of  three  or  four  years  is  not 
justifted  by  a  mere  acceleration  of 
fifty-eight  hours  in  speed  in  the  trans- 
mission '  of  the  '  mails.  So  that  we 
must  conclude  that  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  that  increase  is  due  to  the  com- 
mercial side  of  the  contract,  which  I  hold 
the  House  has  no  business  to  enter  into. 
I  am-very  sorry  indeed  to  find  diat  it  is 
not  a  mail  contract  wholly,  but  is  partly 
a  mail  contract,  and  partly  a  oommeiaal 
contract.  If  this  system  of  interfering  with 
and  trying  to  control  axnmeidal  enter- 
prises, and  intervening  between  producers 
and  consumers  in  this  way  is  to  continue, 
where  is  it  going  to  end?  If  it  is  right 
that  we  should  go  into  this  kind  of  busi- 
ness in  connexion  with  a  mail  contract, 
where  ate  we  going  to  draw  the  line?  It 
has  a  very  strong  resemblance  to  a  drift  in 
the  direction  of  Socialism,  if  it  is  not  So- 
cialism itself. 

Mr.  Carr. — Where  is'  evolution  gtnng 
to  eiid  ? 


Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  do  not  call  it  evo- 
lution. I  am  certain  that  it  is  retn^res- 
sion.  We  are  fast  departing  fiom  those 
sound  principles  of  eoonomic  government 
which  at  one  time  prevailed  in  one,  if  iKit 
in  &11,  of  the  States,  and  ,ies(nrt!ng  to 
experiments,  wMch  may  land  ns  in  great 
difiiculties.  The  amount  that  we  are  asked 
to  pay  for  the  contract  is  very  high,  but 
has  been  justified  bv  those  who  have  sup- 
ported the  motion  on  the  ground  that  the 
company  is  going  to  build  new  vessels, 
which  will  involve  a  brge  outlay.  But 
the  Orient  Steam  Navigation  Company, 
which  every  one  will  acknowledge  is  a  very 
fine  one.  iif  it  is  ftoing  fo  keep  abreast  of 
the  times,  and  sucressfully  faa  cc»npeti- 
tion.  mast,  irrespective  of  any  subsidy,  re- 
place its'  vessels  as  they  beoome  ot»olete 
with  up-to-date  steamers.  If  it  does  not, 
it  will  lose  its  cargo  and  passenger  tn^. 
Therefore,  there  is  not  much  weight  in  tfie 
argument  that  the  subsidy  should  be  in- 
creased because  the  character  of  the  vessels 
is  to  be  improved.  It  practically  means 
we  are  to  pay  for  building  vessels  in  which 
we  have  no  proprietary  interests  or  rights. 
Consequently,  the  argiinKnts  for  the  in- 
creased subsidy  are  nanowed  down  to  two 
points — the  delivery  of  the  mails  in  fifty- 
«ght  hoiH-s.  less,  time  than  formerly,  and 
certain  arrangements  for  the  carriage  of 
produce  for  the  special  benefit  of  one  or 
two  primary  industries.  We  are  entitled 
to  know  how  mudi  we  shall  leidly  be 
paying  for  the  mail  service,  and  how 
mueh  for  the  cargo  service.  The  giving 
of  assistance  by  the  Government  to  the 
primary  producers  m  the  wav  of  getting 
their  produce  to  market,  and  developing 
the  exprat  trade,  is  a  sort  of  bounty.  Some 
may  think  that  it  is  perfectly  legitimste,  but 
to  me  it  savours  in  its  basic  elements  a 
good  deal  of  the  pcdicy  of  pn^ection.  The 
whole  of  the  amoont  of  the  contract  should 
not  be  charged  against  the  Postal  Depart- 
ment. The  portion  relating  io  die  carriage 
of  cargo  should  be  debited  to  the  general 
revenue  account.  It  will,  in  my  opinion, 
be  necessary  to  amend  clause  6,-  The  pro- 
posed term  of  the  contract  is  much  too 
long.  Even  ten  years  would  be  too  long, 
but  this  proposal  really  means  that  we 
cannot  make  any  rearrangement  within 
twelve  years.  Although  provision  is 
made  for  the  company  to  accelerate  the 
service  if  any  other  ounpany  provides 
a  better  servke/^  that  only  relates  to 
any  competing  servree,  Sues 
Cankl.    In  agreeing  to  '  «libie'arSis  it 
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stands,  die  Goveroment  have  overlooked 
tvo  veiy  important  factcvs.  One  is  the 
po^bilit^  of  a  trans^Asiatic  railway, 
whidi  will  cranect  by  boat  with  Port  Dar- 
win, whence  the  mails  ought  be  thought 
by  rail  to  the  various  capitals.  That  may 
be  accomplished  at  any  time  after  a  period 
of  five  years  has  elapsed,  and  would  effect 
an  immense  saving  of  time  in  the  delivery 
of  mails  from  £ur(^  to  Australia.  If  He 
Innd  ourselves  for  the  term  proposed  to  the 
QnaA  Steam  Navigation  Company,  ve 
may  find,  after  five  or  six  years,  that  we 
have  to  pay  j^i  70,000  a  year  for  a  slower 
service  than  could  be  got  by  txie  or  Tocae 
alternative  means.  The  other  point  which 
seems  to  have  been  overlooked  is  the  timu 
that  will  be  saved  in  transit  between  Europe 
and  Australia,  once  the  Panama  Canal  is 
opened.  Before  ten  years  have  passed, 
that  direct  route  will  probably  beccwae  the 
main  highway  of  ccMnmerce  between  Europe 
and  the  east  coast  of  Australia,  and  with 
the  increase  in  ^e  speed  of  ocean-going 
steamets,  we  may  by  then  have  vessels 
making  the  trip  from  London  to  Sydney 
in  four  or  five  days  less  than  the  time  pro- 
posed in  the  contract.  Yet  we  should  lose 
the  benefit  of  that  acoderation  of  speed  in 
the  delivery  of  our  mails  unless  this  clause 
is  amended.  Those  two  contingeixnes  are 
both  within  the  bounds  of  [»'obalMlity,  and 
1  am  surprised  that  no  thought  should  have 
been  given  to  them. 

Mr.  Pacil — When  does  the  honorable 
member  expect  that  the  Panama  Canal 
will  be  opened  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— It  is  anticipated  diat 
the  Panama  Canal  will  completed  and 
opened  for  traffic  within  the  next  six  years. 

Mr.  Page. — Yes;  if  everything  goes  on 
favorabtv. 

Mr.  JOHNSON— No;  five  years  is  the 
tine  estimated,  and  I  am  allowmg  for  pos- 
nble  delay. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman.— Does  the  honor- 
^  member  think  that  we  «ould  induce 
contractors  to  build  vessels  under  such  a 
Aott-term  contract? 

Mr,  JOHNSON.— r  have  just  pointed 
out  that  any  sbipjHn;  company,  in  order 
tKq>  thrir  ctxmoercial  and  passenger 
tnde,  most  binid  new  ships  of  increased 
•peed.     The  shipping  companies  do  not 
to  the,  extra  expense  on  our.  account ; 
because,  if  they  did  not  do  so,  they 
»«wld  lose  their  trade.    We  have  to  con- 
^  bow  much  of  tiie  subsidy  should  be 
Waited  to  the  mail  service,  arid  how  much 
Ac  trading  s  commerciaJ  interests.  I 


do  not  wish  to  see  the  Postal  Departeient 
loaded  with  the  whole  expense. 

Mr.  Maugek. — That  is  a  matter  of 
finance. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— But  it  is  a  matter  wc 
have  to  omsider. 

Mr.  Page. — Exactly  the  contrary  argu- 
ment was  used  by  the  {wesent  Opposition 
when  the  last  contract  was  under  G0Qndera>> 
tion. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  can  only  say  that  I 
did  not  use  that  argument. 

Mr.  Page. — How  does  the  bonoraUe 
member  suggest  that  the  mails  should  be 
carried,  if  not  under  contract? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  do  not  object  to 
the  mails  b^g  carried  by  oontract;  I  am 
only  saying  thu  the  poction  of  the  subridy 
relating  to  commerce  should  be  (^ted  to 
general  revenue.  I  prt^Kise  to  submit  an 
amendment,  if  the  Goverrmient  do  not  do 
so,  to  the  effect  that  the  period  contem- 
plated in  paragrai^  6  be  seven  years  in- 
stead of  six,  and  that  the  stipulations  in 
regard  to  the  Suez  Canal  be  struck  out.  I 
thought  at  first  of  suggesting  that  in  para- 
graph 6,  after  the  words  "  Suez  Canal," 
the  words  "  or  vid  the  Panama  Canal,  in 
tbe  event  of  its  being  open  for  traffic  within 
that  period,"  should  be  inserted. 

Mr.  Mauger. — How  could  we  put  such 
a  stipulatimi  in  the  ccHitract?  We  do  not 
know  what  the  charges  or  the  conditions 
may  be  in  regard  to  the  Panama  Canal. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  —  The  Postmaster- 
General  has  misapprehended  me  altogether. 
I  am  not  saying  that  the  mail  vessels 
should  come  by  the  Panama  Canal,  but 
ptnnting  out  that  .the  stipulatbn  in  the 
agreement  refers  onlv  to  the  Suez  Canal, 
and  that  we  ought  to  make  provision  for 
any  other  route  which  mall  ships  may  take. 

Mr.  Hedges.— There  may  be  airships.  ■ 

Mr.  JOHNSGN.'-Airships  are  pro^ 
blematKal ;  I  am  referring  to  practical 
matters. 

Mr.  Austin  Chaphan. — Dees  die  hon- 
orable member  seriously  ptopoas  that  we 
should  upset  this  contricct  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  do  hot  see  why  my 
amendments  should  upset  the  contract. 

Mr.  Mauctk.— r  am  nire  the  amend- 
ments  would  hftve  that  '^fect. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Are  we  to  tie  our- 
selves to  a  contract  fdr  ten  years  when,  at 
the  end  of  five  or  six  years^  we  may  find 
ordinary  passenger  v<s^y^@ig^fe  the 
Bub6i(fized' steamers?  ■  ^ 
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Mr.  Page. — The  honorable  member  ou^ht 
to  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Barrier. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^That  is  the  wily  alterna- 
tive, 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Not  so;  the  object  I 
have  in  view  can  be  attained  by  the  amend- 
ments which  I  have  indicated.  Why  should 
we  limit  the  competition  to  the  Suez  Canal  ? 

I  propose  to  move  it  in  due  course. 

Mr.  Mauger. — We  cannot  accept  that 
amendment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Aa  expenditure  of 
j^i, 750,000  is  involved,  and  we  must  not 
lightly  sanction  an  expenditure  of  the  kind, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  bind  ourselves  for 
ten  years  without  making  reasonable  pro- 
vision for  getting  the  quickest  service  dur- 
ing that  period.  Should  the  Panama 
Canal  be  opened  within  that  time,  we  may 
have  vessels  arriving  here  frtwn  England 
in  four  days  less  time  than  will  the  sub- 
sidized vessels. 

Mr.  Page. — The  distance  is  greater  by 
the  Panama  Canal. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  distance  is  less; 
tt  is  a  direct  route,  and  the  delays  would 
not  be  so  great  as  by  the  Suez  Canal. 

Sir  William  Lvne.— The  Panama  Cinal 
will  not  be  finished  for  ten  or  twelve 
years. 

'  Mr.  JOHNSON.— As  I  have  already 
said,  it  is  anticipated  that  the  Panama 
Canal  will  be  completed  in  five  years;  in 
any  case,  if  the  Panama  Canal  is  not  com- 
pleted, the  amendment  will  not  be  opera- 
tive. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Western  Australia) 
[5.12]. — I  feel  that  I  should  say  a  few 
words  on  this  matter.  I  regret  that  we  are 
obliged  to  discuss  a  question  of  so  much 
importance  to  the  people  in  every  part  of 
Australia  with  the  limited  amount  of  in- 
formation supplied  by  the  Government. 
The  contract,  if  ratified  in  its  present 
form,  would  have  an  important  effect  in 
advancing  or  retarding  the  interests  of  those 
engaged  in  many  industries  thro'jghout  the 
Commonwealth.  We  had  a  brief  speech  on 
the  contract  from  the  Prime  Minister,  who 
admitted  that  be  had  been  unable  to  de- 
vote as  much  time  to  the  consideration  of 
the  questi<xi  as  he  would  have  liked.  The 
Postmaster-General  threw  the  contract  on 
the  table  without  offering  any  opinion  at  all 
in  regard  to  many  of  the  important  pro- 
visions it  contains.  In  my  judgment,  there 
can  be  only  two  explanaticKis  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  action.    Either  he  was 


prepared  to  treat  honorable  members  in  a 
fashion  which  amounted  almost  to  an  In- 
sult to  the  House,  or  he  was  not  competent 
to  give  the  information  which  might  rea- 
sonably have  been  expected  from  lum. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  responsible  for  what  is  occurring. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  admit  that  I  have  a 
certain  Tesp(»isibility,  and  I  am  not  at  all 
anxious  that  it  should  ccmtinue.  The  Min- 
ister should  have  been  prepared  with  all 
the  inftvmation  which  might  reasonably 
have  been  expected  from  him  in  submitting 
to  the  House  a.matter  of  so  much  import- 
ance. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  Minister  does  not 

care. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— t  admit  that  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  does  not  seem  to  care 
about  anything.  He  appears  to  shine  only 
at  gatherings  wh»e  he  apologizes  for  two 
great  men — the  Prime  Minister  and  Mr. 
Judkins. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — He  need  not  mind  the  hoo- 
orable  member,  because  he  has  got  the 
handcuffs  on  him. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— There  are  no  handcuffs 
on  me.  I  have  never  approached  the  con- 
sideration of  any  question  in  this  House 
with  handcuffs  on.  I  have  no  hesitati(Mi  in 
saying  that  the  manner  in  which  the  Post- 
master-General submitted  this  proposal  was 
insulting  to  the  House.  It  displayed  either 
incompetence  to  give  the  infonnati<Hi  re- 
quired, or  a  deliberate  intoition  to  insult 
honorable  members  who  are  endeavouring 
to  do  their  best  for  the  country  in  this 
Chamber.  The  eiperience  we  have  had  of 
the  members  of  the  presmt  Government,  in. 
eluding  the  distingui^ied  predecessor  of  thb 
present  Postmaster-General,  in  the  launch- 
ing of  postal  contracts,  has  been  anything 
but  satisfactory.  The  postal  contracts 
which,  in  one  form  or  another,  have  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  this  Parliament  dur- 
ing the  last  two  years  justify  us  in  saying 
that  those  who  have  beai  responsible  for 
them  might  well  be  termed  a  band  of  mud- 
dlers. I  have  no  hesitatim  in  saying  that 
if  honorable  members  faced  their  resptMisi- 
bilities,  the  Government  would  have  been 
ccHDpelled  to  accept  greater  respcmsibilities 
than  Uiey  were  called  upoa  to  accept  for 
failing  to  recover  the  j£3$,ooo  due  to  the 
Comnuxiwealth  under  the  last  ccxitract. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — They  should  have  been 
"  biffed  "  out. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  think  they  should. 
Having  made  such  a  muddle  as  they  did 
in  connexion  with  a  great  public  contract. 
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they  should  not  have  been  continoed  in 
a  position  in  which  it  would  be  pos^ble 
for  them  to  get  into  a  greater  muddle. 

Sir  John  Fobbsst. — The  htxiorable 
member  was  very  kind  to  the  Govemmentt 
at  that  time. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  was  too  |;enerQUS  to 
honorable  friend,  and  in  the  future 
siich  generosity  is  likely  to  come  to  an 
end.  The  Postmaster-General  was  asked 
by  the  honor^le  member  for  Coolgardie 
what  the  people  of  the  Cwnmcmwealth 
would  be  likely  to  realize  fran  this  con- 
tract- The  extent  to  which  the  i)eople 
who  will  make  use  oi  this  service  and  who 
contribute  to  the  revenue  of  Australia  will 
benefit  is  a  matter  on  which  the  Postmaster- 
General  should  have  been  able  to  enlighten 
the  House.  The  honorable  gentleman  said 
nothing  on  the  subject,  and  we  may  con- 
clude that  if  he  knew  anything  about  it 
the  information  be  would  have  bad  to  dis- 
close was  so  unsatisfactcH^  that  be  thought 
it  was  just  as  well  he  should  not  take  the 
House  into  his  confidence.  We  are  not 
justified  in  ratifying  the  proposed  contract 
in  its  present  form.  Many  years  ago,  when 
the  population  and  trade  of  Australia  were 
not  what  they  are  at  the  present  time,  the 
people  of  this  country  were  paying  a  sub* 
sidy  well  under  ;i^ioo,ooo.  The  trade  of 
Australia  has  increased  very  nxisiderably 
during  recent  years,  but  we  find  that  boats 
used  in  the  service  for  which  a  very  much 
lower  subsidy  was  paid  are  still  to  be 
engaged  although  we  are  to  be  called 
upon  to  pay  a  subsidy  c(Hisiderably  in 
excess  of  that  previously  paid.  This  ap- 
pears to  be  a  development  entirely  in 
the  wrong  direction.  As  the  impoitance 
and  trade  of  a  country  increases  it  is 
reasonable  to  expect  that  it  will  be  able  to 
secure  a  mail  service  at  a  reduced  rate  of 
subsidy.  But  this  rule  does  not  seem  to 
apply  so  far  as  the  Orient  Steam  Naviga- 
timi  Company  is  concerned.  In  the  first 
place,  we  paid  an  annual  subsidy  of  about 
^80,000.  Then,  after  a  fiasco,  to  which 
the  Government  contributed,  we  entered 
into  an  agreement  under  which  a  subsidy  of 
;^i2o,ooo  per  annum  was  paid,  whilst  we 
have  now  before  us  an  agreement  pro- 
viding for  an  annual  subsidy  of  70,000, 
although  it  is  true  that  under  it  Brisbane 
is  made  a  port  of  call. 

Mr.  Tinx)R. — It  is  too  strcxig. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  think  that  it  is.  We 
find  in  this  contract  many  remarkable 
features  to  which  the  Postmaster-General 


might  well  have  directed  his  attention,  and 
concerning  which  he  ought  to  have  enlight- 
ened the  House.  In  the  absence  of  any 
such  explanation  we  have  to  do  the  best 
we  can  with  the  information  supplied  by 
the  Prime  Minister.  He  appears  to  be 
the  CHily  member  of  the  team  capable  of 
supplying  honorable  members  with  accurate 
information.  Apart  from  those  of  the 
Prime  Minister,  the  Ministerial  state- 
ments made  from  time  to  time  in  this 
Chamber  are  on  the  verge  of  being  value- 
less. We  ought  seriously  to  consider  whe- 
ther the  Cbnunonwealth  should  do  more  in 
this  connexion  than  undertake  a  responsi* 
bility  for  the  carriage  of  our  oversea 
mails.  I  admit  that  the  question  of  whe- 
ther we  should  not  do  something  to  im- 
prove trade  relations  between  Australia  and 
the  Mother  Country  is  open  to  argument; 
but  I  feel  that  70,000  per  annum  is  too 
great  a  subsidy  to  pay  to  the  Orient  Steam 
NavigaticHj  Company  for  the  services  which 
it  can  r«)der  to  the  Commonwealth.  Some 
time  ago  we  were  advised  by  the  permanent 
head  of  the  Postal  Department  that  under 
the  poundage  system  our  oversea  mails 
could  be  carried  at  a  cost  of  about  ;^;4o,ooo 
per  annum.  Shipping  ccxnpanies  engaged 
in  the  Australian  trade  have  no  option  in 
the  matter;  if  we  desire  it,  they  must  be 
pr^ared  to  carry  our  mails  on  the  pound- 
age system,  and  I  am  sure  that  by  resorting 
to  that  system  we  could  effect  a  saving  of 
^^130,000  per  annum  without  subjecting 
the  CMnmuntty  to  any  serious  inc(»ivenienoe. 
For  a  time  a  company  might  endeavour, 
under  such  an  arrangement,  to  incmveni- 
ence  the  public.  The  Orient  Steam  Navi- 
gation Company  itself  has  givoi  us  an  il- 
lustration of  what  might  be*  done  in  that 
directicm.  On  one  occasion  oie  of  the 
vessels  of  its  fleet  cleared  out  of  a  Medi- 
terranean port,  leaving  our  English  mails 
on  the  wharf,  and  thus  causing  a  delay  of 
a  week  in  their  delivery.  That  was  a  fine 
exhibition  of  a  generous  spirit  I  The  con- 
tention of  the  company  was  that  it  was 
merely  compelled  to  take  Fitench  mails 
from  the  port  in  questicm,  and  was  not  ob- 
liged to  carry  English  mails  that  had  been 
cOTveyed  overland  to  that  p<Mnt.  That  was 
its  flimsy  pretext  for  subjecting  the  public 
of  Australia  to  the  inconvenience  of  a 
wedc's  delay  in  the  delivery  of  the 
English  mail.  Such  an  action  on  the  part 
of  the  company  is  held  to  recommend 
them  to  the  generous  consideration  of  the 
Commonwealth  Parliament !  It  might  be 
unpossible  to  stipulate  that  vessels  carrying 
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our  mails  on  the  poundage  system  dibuld 
leave  certain  ports  at  a  fixed  date,  and 
reach  die  port  of  destination  within  a  given 
time ;  but  does  any  one  imagine  that  in  the 
event  of  the  Orient  Steam  Navigation  Com- 
pany failing  to  run  its  vessels  aoC(»rding  to 
a  time-table  and  to  advertise  months 
ahead  the  dates  on  which  they  would  leave 
our  ports  and  arrive  at  thar  destination,  it 
would  be  able  to  secure  the  patronage  neces- 
sary to  enable  it  to  continue  in  the  Austra- 
lian trade?  I,  for  one,  do  not  think  that 
it  would.  The  experiment  of  having  our 
mails  carried  under  the  poundage  system 
might  well  be  tried;  and  I  feel  sure  that 
we  should  thus  be  able  to  effect  a  saving 
ci:  ;^i5o,ooo  per  azinum  without  causing 
any  serious  inconvenience  to  the  community. 
Under  such  an  arrangonent,  we  ^nld  be 
able  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  services  of 
the  German  and  French  mail  boats.  I 
should  just  as  soon  see  Australian  mails 
carried  an  a  French  or  German  steamer  as 
on  one  of  the  vessels  of  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Steam  Navigatiwi  Ccwnpany,  al- 
though I  candidly  admit  that  I  should  in- 
finitely prefer  to  see  them  carried  on  Aus- 
tralian-owned steamers.  We  have  been  told 
that  under  this  agreement  the  vessels  of  the 
Orient  Steam  Navigatkxt  Company  will  fly 
the  Australian  flag.  This  patriotic  Govern- 
ment, which  is  dcMng  so  much  to  instil  in 
the  hearts  of  Australians  a  love  of  their 
own  land,  is  prepared  to  pay  ;^i7o»ooo  per 
annum  to  secure,  among  other  privileges, 
the  right  to  fly  the  Australian  flag  over  a 
British  ship,  whilst  at  the  same  time,  it 
causes  the  King's  head  to  appear  on  Aus- 
tralian stamps.  We  have  in  this  instance  a 
fine  example  of  the  consistency  of  the  Go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  King  O'Mallev. — Is  not  the  hon- 
orable member  aware  that  boodle  Is  the 
demonstrator  of  patriotism? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Boodle  seems  to  have 
caused,  in  some  quarters,  a  great  dmon- 
stratioD  of  entbusiaan  in  regard  to  this 
contract.  And,  after  all,  we  may  be  forced 
to  enter  into  it.  It  scMns  possible  to  se- 
cure in  this  House  combinations  of  parties 
that  are  prepared  to  agree  to  almost  any- 
thing. But  it  is  a  serious  matter  for  this 
Parliament  to  take  upon  itself  the  respon- 
sibility of  tying  down  three  succeeding 
Pu-liaments  to  a  mail  contract.  Under 
this  agreement,  the  Orient  Steam  Naviga- 
tion Company  will  have  absolute  control  of 
our  mail  service  until  1930.  Can  honor- 
able membns  r^ard  with  any  satisfaction 


the  i»opo6al  under  this  agreement  to  fix 
irdghts  in  respect  of  certain  perishable 
products  for  twelve  years,  when  Uiey  recol- 
lect that  within  the  last  twelve  years  there 
have  been  such  extraordinary  chainges  in  the 
matter  of  these  charges  ?  We  are  asked  to 
take  u^aa  ourselves  a  respcmsibility  tliat.  in 
my  opmicm,  we  ought  not  to  assume,  par- 
ticularly in  view  of  the  statement  ma!de  by 
the  hcmorable  member  for  Barrier  last 
night.  He  said  that  the  present  freiE^ht 
for  the  carriage  of  butter  to  the  Old 
Country  is        los.  a  ton. 

Mr.  Thomas. — For  the  last  two  years 
it  has  been  j£s  los.  a  ton,  and  under  the 
contract  k  is  to  be  ^£4  13s.  6d. 

Sir  John  Forsest. — The  companies 
have  said  that  ^£3  los.  does  not  pay. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— They  would  advance 
many  argtmients  to  induce  the  Government 
to  agree  to  another  ^£10,000  per  annum  in 
the  way  of  subsidy.  Of  course,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Orient  Steam  NavigaticMi 
Company  have  done  all  they  could  to  secure 
the  best  terms  for  themselves,  though  I 
am  not  suggesting  that  everything  has  n<^ 
been  done  honorably.  It  would  appear, 
however,  that  they  possess  too  much  busi- 
ness knowledge,  and  proved  too  much  for 
the  business  capacity  of  the  members  of 
the  Government.  No  member  of  the  Min- 
istry has  thought  it  worth  while  to  reply 
to  the  statement  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Barrier.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
Government  are  aware  how  far  thev 
stand  committed  in  this  matter.  Although 
for  the  last  two  years  the  butter  freight 
has  been  jQs  los.  a  ton,  when  the  Orient 
Steam  Navigation  Company  said,  "  We 
cannot  make  it  pay  at  that,"  the  Govern- 
ment at  once  replied,  "  We  will  allow  you 
to  charge  £4  13s.  6d.  for  the  next  twelve 
years." 

Mr.  Tmohas. — ^At  the  same  time  increas- 
ing the  subsidy. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — The  butter  producers 
of  Australia  are.  not  likely  to  be  ver>'  en- 
thusiastic in  their  commendation  of  this 
contract,  and  although  the  Government  are 
prepared  to  put  them  in  such  an  un- 
fortunate position,  I  do  not  think  that  the 
Hopse  will  agree  to  it.  The  possibilities 
of  freight  reductions  between  now  and 
1920  are  so  great  that  we  are  not  justified 
in  entering  into  an  agreement  of  tlus  kind. 
Had  Ministers  considered  the  House  en- 
titled to  information,  fhey  might  liave  men- 
tioned this  matter  when  dfe^inyv^^^  the 
contract.    Their  success  in  fixu^obi^axd 
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rates  of  freight  for  batter  and  fruit  has 
Ijem  of  such  a  nature  that  producers  of 
other  commodities  may  thank  th^r  ludcy 
stars  that  freights  have  not  been  fixed  for 
them.  But  perhaps  the  Pestmaster- 
General,  if  he  survives  the  debate,  will  teli 
us  in  his  replv  why  only  butter  and  fruit 
were  dealt  with..  Ih  p<lrs«r*ph  .7  Of  the 
agreement  it  is  laid  down  Ihgt — ■ 

■  No  4iifFereiitiBtkm  of  any  kind  whatBoerer 
41  bctveen  toy  ports  of  call  -witbto  tbc  Com- 
inonwealth  shall  under'  nori:^  ,  coaditioiM  _  be 
made  by  the  .contractors,  in  ,re«p^t  of  .freight 
{excinstve  of'  lighterage  and  other  srailar  snecial 
rfiarges  if  any)  from  the  loading  T>ort  in  ihrf 
United  Kingdom  that -is  to  My  no  such  differ- 
entiation shall  be  made  by  the  contractors  un- 
less at  the  time  being  there  is  in  oper.ition  a 
freight  war  which  shall  not  have  been  entered 
«pon  with  the  consent  of  the  contractors. 

"  Mr.  BRtjcE  Smith. — The  use  of  the 
tcords  *'  under  normal  conditions  '*  will 
cnahle.a  coach-aod-six  to  -b^  iipvea  throngh 
(hat  iwovisidn. 

_ .  Mr.  FRAZER.~Yes.  •  ■  Eyen  -  the ,  Min^ 
jster  could  drive  a  coach  thnMigh  it.  Were 
the  Attorney -General  here,  I  should  ask 
him  what  the  provisicui  means.  It  might 
mean  anything.  But  the  latter  part  of 
it  does  not  seem  to  be  particularly  advan- 
tageous to  those  who  have  been  over- 
charged in  the  past.  As  the  honorable 
meo^ber-  f<^  North  Sydney  pointed  out,  al- 
though Fremantle  is  over  3,000  miles  nearer 
to  Europer-  than  most  of  the  eastern  ports, 
the  freigbt  to  it  from  Europe  is  47s.  6d. 
a  ton,  whereas-  the  freight  to  Melbourne 
is  only  '42s.  6d>  and  to  Sydney  40s.  To 
the  best  of  my  recollection  a  Western  Aus- 
tralian Roval  Commission,  presided  over 
by  the  late  Mr.  Diamond,  M.L.A.,  re- 
ported that  in  nearly  every  instarxre  freights 
were  higher  to  Fremantle  than  to  other 
places.  But  surely  the  port  nearest  to 
Europe  should  not  be  charged  7s.  6d.  a 
ton  more  than  is  charged  to  other  ports. 

Sir  John  Forrest; — Fremantte  is  the 
third  port  in  Australia. 
■  Mr.  McWnxi^ictf.^Why  sbould  wedif- 
ferdtfiate? 

Mr.  FRAZER. — Xf  there  is  to  be  any 
differentiation,  the  port  nearest  to  Europe 
should  pay  lower;  f  ij^igfats  than  az<e  changed 
to  other  porta.  Fremantle  is  in  ix>  sense 
a  dangesous  p«t,  beciuse,  in  the  course 
of  oonvmation,  the  Atbniral  of  the 
Australian  Fleet  tofd  me  that^  although 
the  PtBcrful  draws  store  water  than  any 
of  the  nudi  bobta,  he  n  aUe  to  take 
into  Fremaiitle  harixv,  and  swing  her 
iDUBil  with  tfae  gieatett  ease  and  safety. 


If  we  are  going  to  hJive  this  matter 
squared  t^,  I  ^ink  that  the  Postmaster- 
General — but  perhaps  I  had  Letter  appeal 
to  the  Prime  Minister,  because,  evidently 
the  Postmaster-General  has  had  very  little 

to  do  with,  thfc  contract  

Mr.  Crouch. — ^That  is  not  fair. 
Mr.  Maixses. — The  honcraUe  member 
has  been  insulting  all  day-i-he  cannot  help 
it. 

,  Mr.  FRAZERh-tI  cannot  be  half  as  in- 
sulting, as  tbe.Pofttmast^-General  was  to 
the  House  when  -he  threw  the  contract  upon 
the  table  without  taking  the  trouble  to  ex- 
plain its  provisions.  , 

Mr.    Mauger. — Was  I  perscmal  to  the 
honorable  member? 

.  Mr.  FRA2£K — X  am  dealing  with  the 
Poslmaster-General  -  and  not  with  Mr.' 
Mauger. 

M!r.-  Mauger. — The  honorable  member 
is  the: rudest  and  crudest  member  in  the 

House-'  ■ 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  am  dealing  irith  the 
Postmaster- General,  and  my  language  is 
justifiable. 

Mr.  Maugsr. — The  honorable  member 
should-  behave  himsdf  lite  a  gentlesnan. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  win  not  take  instruc- 
tion from  thie '  Postmaster-General  in  re-' 
gard  to  manners.  If  his  haUts  axe  those 
of  a  gmtleman;  I  do  not  wish'  to  be  a 
gentleman. 

Mr.  Maogwr.— The  hcmorable  member 
ought  to  be  ashaikied  of  hinuelf. 

Mr;  FRAZER.— I  have  evidently  ea- 
poMd  the  conduct  of  the  Mibister  to  soma 
purpose. 

Mr.  Uau«s.— The  fionoi-idile'  member 
has  insulted  e^^  Minister  who  has  sat 
here.     He'  may  learn  better  sense  some 

day.'  ,     ■  ■ 

.  Mr.  FRAZER.— I  dp  not  look  to  the 
Postmaster-General  either  for  ooaunai- 
sense  or  for  lessons  in  behaviour.  I  com- 
plain that  in  the  post  Fremantle  has  been 
unduly  penalized  by  the  Ori^t  Steam 
Navigatioir  OompAoy  in  regard  to  importa* 
tions.-  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  has  ' been 
cheaper  to  consign  sane  goods  ta  Sydney 
apd  tranship  them  to  Fremantle  than  it  has 
been  to  consign  them  direct  to  that  port. 
.  Mr.  Fowler. — ^The  freight  to  Fremantle 
is  30  per  cent,  higher  than  that  charged 
to  any  other  port,  with  the  exception  (if 
Townsvilie. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Seeing  tiiat  the  Prime 
Minis^  had  a  band  in /its  dn^&in^  we 
mis^  have  eicpecfiiil'^  W^^^*ef  this 
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contract  would  have  been  much  more  clearly 
drawn.  Ccxicerning  the  proposal  to  in- 
clude Bristle  as  a  port  of  call  of  the 
mail  steamers,  I  see  no  reason  why  the 
chief  p(Mts  of  Australia  should  not  be 
treated  with  equal  consideration.  But  I 
have  the  greatest  doubt  as  to  whether  this 
Parliament  should  assume  responsitMlity 
for  entering  into  a  general  contract  of  that 
description.  I  do  not  think  that  the  Com- 
monwealth ought  to  be  saddled  with  ^ 
expenditure  of  j£20,ooo  annually  on  ac- 
count of  Brisbane  being  made  a  port  ot 
call.  Further,  if  that  port  is  to  be  in- 
cluded in  the  itinerary  of  mail  steamers, 
there  is  equal  justification  for  including 
Hobart.  The  representative*  of  Tasmania 
have  strong  ground  for  complaint  concern- 
ing the  way  in  which  their  State  has  been 
treated  in  connexion  with  this  ccxitract.  If 
special  consideraticHi  is  to  be  extended  to 
various  ports  upon  a  semi-commercial  basis, 
I  think  that  Hobart  might  reascKiably  have 
expected  that  during  the  busy  season  it 
would  have  been  mandatory,  instead  of 
optional,  that  the  mail  steamers  should  call 
there.  If  any  of  the  Tannanian  repre- 
sentatives move  in  that  directicm,  I  diall 
be  found  supporting  them.  I  come  now 
to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  hcHVM-- 
able  member  for  Barrier.  Seeing  that  we 
are  asked  to  authorize   the  payment  of 

700,000  for  the  carriage  of  our  mails 
during  the  next  decade,  we  should  be  wise 
if  we  undertocdc  the  service  on  our  own  ac- 
count. The  argmnente  which  have  already 
been  advanced  in  favour  of  the  natiMialisa- 
tion  of  public  utilities,  such  as  railways 
and  post  and  telegra[>hs,  do  not  require 
any  elaboration  at  mv  hands.  I  trust  that 
the  amendment  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Barrier  will  be  carried.  Even  if  it 
be  defeated,  I  am  entirely  opposed  to  the 
new  contract  covering  a  period  of  ten 
years,  because  the  advance  which  is  likely 
to  be  made  in  methods  of  transportation, 
and  in  sdentific  discovery,  may  render  the 
present  ships  almost  obsolete  before  the  ex- 
piration of  that  term.  Further,  should 
Australia  become  a  great  exporting  coun- 
try, it  win  probably  be  found  that  the  pre- 
sent freight  charges  are  excessive.  Conse- 
quently, if  we  do  not  agree  to  nationalize 
the  service,  we  ought  at  least  to  ccxi- 
siderably  reduce  the  period  over  which  the 
contract  shall  «rtend.  Personally,  I  think 
that  the  substitution  of  the  poundage  rate 
for  the  payment  of  a  subsidy  would  com- 
xaend  itself  to  the  pec^le  of  Australia. 

Mr,  Fraatr. 


Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [5.51].— Like 
other  honorable  members,  I  have  been  sMne- 
what  curious  to  learn  why  tiie  Postmaster- 
General  submitted  the  proposal  for  the  rati- 
fication of  this  contract  without  explaining 
:ts  provisions.  Is  it  because  the  Postmaster- 
General  is  not  quite  satisfied  with  the  con- 
tract, but,  out  of  loyalty  to  bis  oolleagues 
in  the  Cabinet,  does  not  desire  to  say  so? 
Has  he,  for  that  reason,  thought  it  wise  to 
leave  the  respcmsibility  of  recommending  it 
to  the  House  to  the  eloquent  Prime  Min- 
ister, who  is  the  only  member  of  the  Go- 
vernment who  has  said  a  word  abcHit  it? 
According  to  the  logic  of  the  honcMrable 
member  for  Echuca,  although  a  man  may 
be  silent,  and  although  his  face  may  be 
solemn,  there  may  be  wicked  thoughts  be- 
hind ;  and  we  should  really  like  to  know 
what  the  Postmaster-General  is  thinking. 
He  might  tell  us  whether  he  is  enthusiasti- 
cally in  favour  of  die  contract,  or  whether 
he  recognises  some  of  its  defects.  He  ought 
not  to  resent  criticism,  because,  after  a  mea- 
sure has  been  submitted  and  debated,  it  is 
a  fair  thing  to  expect  the  Minister  in  charge 
of  it  to  reply.  That  practice  tends  to 
shorten  debate.  I  can,  however,  quite 
understand  the  Postmaster-General  bemg 
unable  to  work  up  an  enthusiasm  for  this 
contract.  He  has  to  administer  a  Depart- 
TuexA  which  has  nothing  t<>  do  with  oool 
storage,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  although 
he  has  to  find  the  mcmey  foe  it;  and  if 
there  is  a  deficiency  at  the  end  of  the  year 
the  blame  will  be  thrown  upon  him.  Now, 
what  does  this  ccmtract  do?  It  appears  to 
me  that  if  any  one  is  to  be  congratulated, 
it  is  the  Orient  Steam  Navigation  Cbm- 
pany,  who  have  made  an  exceedingly  good 
bargain  fot  themselves.  They  have  not  bad 
the  luck  to  do  exceedingly  well  in  recent 
years.  They  have  done  veiy  good  work  for 
Australia  in  the  past,  and  deserve  credit 
for  it.  But,  regarding  this  cwitract  frcwn 
a  business  point  of  view,  I  have  ]jeen  look- 
ing fot  some  justificaticm  for  tlie  extra 
large  sum  whidi  is  to  be  paid  to  the  Com- 
pany. I  leoollect  distinctly  that  when  a 
jump  was  made  frcxn  ^80,000  to  ;^x20,ooo 
in  the  subsidy  to  the  Company,  hrawrable 
members  were  practically  unanimous  in  con- 
demning the  increase.  It  was  generally 
felt  that  we  were  being  asked  to  pay  too 
much  for  our  whistle.  But,  «i  this  occa- 
sion, the  members  of  the  Opposition  seem 
to  be  Government  supporters,  and  have  not 
a  wwd  to  say  in  denunciation  of  the  enor- 
mous jump  from  j£>20|OOQ^tq^i70,ooo. 
There  U  one  s^^S^^H^Q^^t  it. 
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namely,  that  if  we  do  ratify  this  a»tract 
for  ten  years  it  will  save  us  from  having 
to  pay  an  increased  amount  five  years  hence. 
The  representatives  of  the  Orient  Steam 
Navigation  Company  seem  to  have  struck 
the  Government  at  the  right  time.  Min- 
bters  have  recently  been  in  the  mood  for 
paying  bounties.  They  have  been  pn^XK- 
ing,  for  example,  to  throw  away 
;£200,ooo  or  ^300,000.  The  Orient 
Steam  Navigation  Company  came  along, 
and  saw  Aat  this  was  a  favorable 
chance  for  making  a  bargain.  They 
found  the  Government  ready  to  meet  them, 
and  thev  have  secured  a  contract  under 
which  the  payment  is  lari^ly  in  the  nature 
of  a  bounty.  But  what  are  we  to-  get  for 
it?  We  are  to  have  increased  speed.  The 
commercial  people  who  do  business  with 
the  Old  World  will  be  benefited  in  that  re- 
spect. But  that  is  a  business  whicfh  the  Go- 
vernment, according  to  their  own  declared 
policy,  do  not  wish  to  increase.  The  policy 
of  the  Government  is  to  encourage  the  local 
production  of  goods  for  our  own  require- 
ments. Of  course,  the  general  public  will 
share  in  the  increased  facilities,  but,  never- 
theless, they  are  mainly  for  the  benefit  of 
the  coomiacial  classes,  who  will  get  their 
letters  two  d^ys  quicker  thsui  tbev 
ned  to  da  VHien  the  last  mail 
coi  tract  was  under  conadeTation^  an 
estimate  was  made  that  a'  subsidy  of 
;^i2o,ooo  meant  paying  for  the  carriage 
(rf  our  letters  over  ^£2,200  per  ton.  That 
is  an  interesting  fad,  although  we  have  to 
tecoilect  that  we  do  not  pay  for  the  mere 
bulk  and  weight  of  our  mails,  but  fCH:  regu- 
larity and  speed.  But  it  is  well  kncmm 
that,  owing  to  the  perfecting  of  ships'  ma- 
diinery,  improvements  in  models,  and  so  on. 
it  is  now  possible  to  obtain  a  higho-  speed 
without  a  greatly  increased  expenditure. 
Therefore,  when  it  is  urged  that  an  in- 
creased subsidy  is  required  on  account  of 
the  inaeased  speed  of  the  vessels,  I  think 
thti  the  argument  is  misleading,  because 
there  is  no  increased  cost  to  the  Company 
10  the  extent  of  the  irKrease  in  the  subsidy. 
Then  we  have  a  guarantee  with  regard  to 
cool  storage.  Well,  cool  stwage  would  be 
provided  on  the  Company's  ships  if  we  did 
not  increase  the  subsidy.  A  ccxnpany 
nowadays  would  not  build  ships  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  cargo  to  Australia 
without  providing  cool  stwage  accommoda- 
tion. The  Government  make  a  great  pcnnt 
of  having  fixed  fr^it  rates.  But  it  seems 
to  me  that  that  is  by  no  means  an  advan- 
tage when  the  facte  are  analyzed.  Hitherto 
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the  Orient  Steam  Navigation  Ccxnpany  has 
taken  a  hand  in  a  combine  of  five  Unas, 
which  made  an  arrangement  regarding 
freight  rates.  I  am  not  condemning  such 
arrangements,  if  they  are  fair.  I  only  con- 
demn them  when  they  are  injurious.  It  is 
a  curious  situaticm  that  the  representatives 
of  the  Commonwealth,  in  acting  with  the  re- 
presentatives of  one  State  in  maiking  ar- 
rangements for  the  freight  that  is  to  be 
paid  on  these  vessels,  should  have  actually 
brought  up  the  price.  They  have  helped 
to  do  what  the  Comlnne  has  been  aiming 
at — that  is,  to  arrive  at  an  understanding 
as  to  a  uniform  freight.  Whether  the 
freight  fixed  is  too  high  or  too  low  is  best 
known  to  those  who  have  gone  into  that 
punt  But  it  ai^ars  to  me  that  the  rate 
has  been  rather  increased,  and  that  it  is  a 
mistake  to  fix  freight  rates  for  nearly 
thirteen  years  ahead. 

Mr.  Mc Williams.— That  is  the  worst 
feature  of  the  contract. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— It  is  not  to  be  sup- 
posed that  the  science  of  ship-building  will 
stand  still  during  thirteen  years.  Con- 
sider the  number  of  vessels  of  the 
DreadHOughi  type  which  are  being  built 
in  the  Old  World.  Notwithstanding 
their  immense  weight  of  steel,  their 
speed  has  been  enormously  increased. 
The  fact  is  that,  owing  to  improvements  in 
ship-building,  speed  can  be  increased  with- 
out such  a  greatly  augmented  cost  as  was 
formerly  entailed.  Probably  Itmg  before 
the  twelfth  year  of  the  period  is  cwnpleted 
such  improvements  will  have  been  made  as 
will  enable  other  lines  to  cut  under  the 
freights  fixed  in  this  contract.  There  is 
nothing  particularly  binding  upon  those 
who  have  ccrae  to  the  arrangement,  except 
a  sort  of  mutual  understandmg  or  promise. 
Cooapetition  may  come  in  from  outside. 
But  when  it  does  come  in  and  takes  from 
the  Orient  Steam  Navigation  Company  a 
portion  of  its  income,  the  ccmtract  provides 
for  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  the  sub- 
sidy. We  also  find  in  the  document  other 
provisions  which,  at  first  sight,  seem  to  be 
all  right.  For  instance,  there  is  a  provi- 
sion to  the  effect  that  the  company  shall 
be  debarred  frcmi  joining  in  any  combine. 
If  it  can  be  proved  to  5ie  satisfaction  of 
the  High  Court  that  they  have  become  a 
party  to  a  combine,  the  Postmaster-General 
15  empowered  to  caiKel  the  contract.  The 
point  I  want  to  make  is  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  satisfy  the  High 
that  which  has  been  generally  teri&lr  i"* 
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the  Old  World  the  ShipfHng  CcMiference 
is  a  combine.  I  was  a  member  of  the  Ship- 
ping Service  Commission,  and  those  who  are 
interested  in  the  producing  industries  will 
rlerive  considerable  information  fr(xn  the 
f^vidence  we  took  regarding  the  arrangement 
in  the  Old  Country,  which  is  genially 
s [token  of  as  a  ring  or  combine.  In  the 
High  Court,  however,  a  question  has  to  be 
di^ult  with  on  legal  principles,  and,  acced- 
ing to  evidence,  and  that  which  is  generally 
known  to  the  community  is  not  accepted  by 
the  Judges  without  clear  proof.  The  re- 
presentatives of  the  shipping  companies  who 
liiive  had  experience  of  the  alleged  ring 
deny  that  it  is  a  combine.  They  describe 
it  as  a  \ery  simple  thing  indeed — as  a 
mere  understanding  amuigst  the  shippers. 
I'hev  say  that  it  is  not  composed  of  ship- 
owners, but  of  merchants  and  others,  and  is 
a  nice  friendly  arrangement  by  which  to 
settle  the  freightage  to  Australia-  The 
(  oTibine  controls  the  ships.  It  can  lay  up 
a  vessel  just  as  it  likes,  fix  the  freights, 
or  decide  how  much  freight  a  ship  shall 
t;ike.  but  I  doubt  whether  it  would  be  pos- 
sible to  get  the  necessary  evidence  to  satisfy 
the  High  Court  that  it  is  a  combine.  If 
that  evidence  cannot  be  procured,  the  pro- 
vision in  the  agreement  counts  for  prarti- 
callv  nothing.  Unless  things  have  been 
materiallv  altered  since  the  Shipping  Ser- 
vicc  Commission  took  evidence,  I  doubt 
whether  the  Orient  Steam  Navigation  Coti- 
p;mv  will  be  able  to  secure  goods  in  the 
Old  Country  to  bring  out  here,  unless  it 
belongs  to  that  particular  ring.  It  will  be 
wrv  difficult  indeed  to  prove  that  it  is 
a  ring,  although  it  carries  out  the  very 
work  which  a  rinii  does,  and  we  have 
to  suffer  accordint^lv.  We  shall  have  no 
voice  in  determining  the  rates  of  freight 
for  the  carriage  of  our  imports.  It  will 
al  o  have  to  be  proved  that  any  under- 
stiinding  which  has  been  arrived  at  affect- 
ing exports  is  illegal  before  the  contract 
ran  lie  cancelled.  The  Government  have 
prtually  leen  helping  to  make  a  combine. 
Tlicv  aie  appealing  to  a  certain  firm 
which  has  been  entering  into  competition 
Iwre.  and  cutting  down  the  freights  for  the 
carriage  of  perishable  products.  The  Go* 
vernment  ha\e  been  aiding  them  to  raise 
those  freights  a  little  more.  That  is  the 
most  extraordinary  position  which  a  Go- 
vernment could  take  up.  Then,  as  a  kind 
n{  sop— of  course,  to  please  the  Labour 
Partv — thev  say  that  the  contractors  are 
going  to  cease  to  discriminate  between 
unionists  and  non-unionists.  That  is  no 
Mr.  S fence. 


sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the  Company,  be- 
cause it  is  generally  admitted  by  the  ship- 
ping companies  that  the  Seameifs 
Union  provides  the  best  sailm.  In 
making  that  promise,  the  contractors 
are  not  making  any  concessitxi. 
To  their  credit  they  have  always 
manned  their  ships  with  white  men.  The 
experience  of  shipping  companies  has  de- 
monstrated that  it  is  not  cheaper  to  employ 
lascars.  Again,  consider  that  wonderful 
sacrifice  which  the  contractors  have  made 
in  undertaking  to  fly  the  Australian  flag. 
A  representative  of  the  Melbourne  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  in  the  person  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Kooyong,  is  not 
pleased  even  with  that  ccmcession.  That 
is  the  only  little  fault  which  he  can 
find  witfi  the  contract.  I  think  it  is 
rather  a  good  idea  to  let  persons  on  the 
high  seas  and  in  the  Old  World  know  that 
there  is  such  a  place  as  Australia.  In  the 
contract  the  Go\'ernment  have  stipulated 
the  freight  for  the  carriage  of  only  two 
products.  Suppose  that  the  rate  is  very 
reasonable,  perhaps  only  sufficient  to  cover 
the  bare  cost.  Is  that  a  very  great  conces- 
sion, having  regard  to  all  the  other  items 
in  respect  of  which  the  amtractors  are  left 
free  to  fix  the  freights?  Seeing  that  the 
Government  have  teen  helping  to  bring  all 
the  competitors  into  a  little  ring,  will  it  nof 
be  easv  for  the  contractors  to  arrange  what 
freights  thev  please  in  respect  of  products 
other  than  butter  and  fruit?  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  Government  have  reached  a 
sort  of  half-way  stage  between  the  old  in- 
dividualist method  and  the  Socialist  method. 
Thev  had  to  choose  between  yielding  to  the 
steam-ship  company  or  accepting  the  pro- 
posal of  the  hcMiorable  member  for  Barrier. 
The  better  plan,  I  think,  would  have  been 
for  the  Commonwealth  to  establish  a  line 
of  its  own  ships,  which,  I  contend,  could 
be  done  without  resorting  to  borrowing. 
But  the  Government  have  been  trying  to 
please  everybody,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
they  are  not  likely  to  please  any  one.  The 
contract  contains  another  peculiarity  which 
I  think  has  not  been  sufficiently  empha- 
sized. Not  only  is  it  to  run  for  the  term 
of  ten  years,  but  we  are  required  to  put 
up  for  a  couple  of  years  with  the  existing 
steamers,  which  are  so  much  behind  the 
age.  Practically  a  period  of  eight  years 
will  elapse  before  a  full  service  is  provided. 
It  will  only  be  provided  during  the  last 
four  years  of  the  contract.  Again,  take 
the  increased  size  and,  tefteCi-dgiaiption 
of  boats  which  M'ag^^Sr^^ake 
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to  have  constructed.  Those  very  boats, 
when  constructed,  may  be  out  of  date  as 
compared  with  modtm  ships.  Although 
we  shall  have  to  pay  the  enormous  subsidy 
of  70,000  per  annum — how  much  that 
represents  per  ton  of  letters  I  do  not  know 
— still  we  shall  not  get  the  type  of  ship 
which  is  described  in  the  contract,  except 
during  llie  last  four  'ears  of  its  currency. 
That  really  adds  to  the  amount  of  the  sub- 
sidv .  and  certainly  it  shows  how  unreason- 
able it  is.  The  clause  in  regard  to  Tas- 
mania might  just  as  well  ha\e  been  left  out 
of  the  contract.  Because  it  can  only  be 
taken  as  an  expressicm  of  opinicni.  This 
document  is  supposed  to  be  an  agreement 
drawn  up  in  legal  terms,  but  I  think  that  an 
awage  layman  will  readily  perceive  that 
certain  of  its  conditions  are  not  mandatory. 
They  are  only  a  sort  of  promise,  and  are 
put  in  apparently  for  rhetorical  effect. 
They  are  quite  foreign  to  a  legal  document 
or  binding  agreement.  Apparently  the  only 
penalty  provided  i?  that  either  side  can 
break  the  contract.  There  may  be  some 
Kjod  in  that,  although,  apparently,  the 
Commonwealth  is  fairly  tied  up.  Should 
the  Coounonwealth  pass  legislation  that 
pre^es  heavily  upon  the  shipj^ing  com- 
pany, the  company  can  give  notice  to  ter- 
minate the  agreement.  It  might  be  possible 
to  end  the  arrangement  in  that  way.  The 
clause  that  deals  with  the  calling  at  Tas- 
mania, boiled  down,  simply  means  that  the 
boats  are  to  call  there  if  it  pays  them.  If 
the  Tasmanians  are  to  expect  the  mail  boats 
to  call  there  and  give  them  the  advantage 
that  accrues  from  prompt  delivery,  they 
will  have  to  guarantee  sufficient  cargo;  but 
the  Comntonwealth  has  no  guarantee,  in  the 
interests  of  Tasmania,  that  the  boats  will 
call  at  Hobart  at  all.  It  seems  unfair  to 
stipulate  that  the  boats  are  to  call  at  the 
principal  port  of  all  the  States  except  the 
smallest  one,  which  should  have  the  first 
consideratt(Mi  fop  the  very  reason  that  it  is 
Hnall.  The  bigger  States  can  very  well 
look  after  themselves,  because  they  are, 
financially,  in  a  better  pot>ition  than  are 
States  like  Tasmania  and  Queensland. 
The  principal  industry  of  Tasmania  is 
fruit-growing,  although,  probably,  there 
will  be  a  development  of  the  butter  trade 
in  that  State.  It  should  not  be  left  op- 
tional for  the  boats  to  go  to  Hobart.  Of 
course,  it  is  provided  that  the  company  has  to 
satisfv  the  Minister  that  it  would  not  be  pro- 
fitable for  them  to  do  so.  If  the  company 
find  that  it  pays  them  to  go  to  Hobart, 
Act  will  go,  but  if  they  find  that  they  can 
[229]— 2 


make  a  greato^  profit  by  going  sunewhere 
el^  for  fright,  will  any  Minister  compel 
them  to  go  to  Tasmania^  and  suffer  the 
loss  that  would  be  involved  thereby?  The 
whole  contract  shows  that  the  shipping  com- 
pany has  very  much  the  best  of  the  deal. 
This  and  previous  experiences  in  fixing  up 
the  mail  service  indicate  that  private  enter- 
prise has  got  a  grip  of  the  Commonwealth. 
If  anything  was  calculated  to  make  con- 
verts to  the  views  of  the  Labour  Party,  it 
would  be  the  experience  of  the  Common- 
wealth Government  in  arranging  mail  con- 
tracts. On  the  last  occasitm  we  put  for- 
ward proposals  that  were  dismissed  in  a 
light  and  airy  fashion,  because  a  syndicate 
made  an  offer  which  the  Government,  and 
a  majority  of  the  House,  regarded  as 
^e,  although  it  turned  out  to  Le  rather 
in  the  nature  of  a  confidence  trick.  But 
the  syndicate's  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
vessels  bore  out  the  correctness  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Shipping  Conmission,  of  which 
the  honorable  member  for  Barrier  was 
Chairman.  The  experience  of  this  con- 
tract is  still  more  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
views  that  we  put  forward.  The  Govern- 
ment, in  th«r  timidity  about  taking  a  bold 
step  and  launching  otit  in  a  mail  and  cargo 
service  of  thrir  own,  allowed  themselves  to 
be  placed  at  the  mercy  of  the  shipfMng 
ccrapanies,  who  hold  them  in  the  hollow  of 
their  hand.  I  do  not  object  to  the  pro- 
vision for  improved  speed,  although  it 
mainly  benefits  one  class  of  the  OMnmunity. 
nor  do  I  take  exception  to  the  principle 
of  regulating  frdgKts,  which  is  an  interfer- 
ttice  wHH  private  enterprise  that  the  anti- 
Socialists  in  this  House  seem  readv  to 
swallow  without  making  a  wry  face.  On 
the  whole,  the  contract  compares  un- 
favorably with  the  proposals  made'bv  the 
honOTabfe  member  for  Barrier,  which 
have  not  had  a  proper  discussion 
here  yet.  We  have  been  accused  of  wan- 
dering into  speculative  projerts.  It  reminds 
me  verv  much  of  the  theologian  of  the  days 
of  Galileo.  When  the  astronomer  said  that 
he  could  see  through  his  telescope  the  moons 
of  Juoiter,  the  theologian  derhred  that  it 
was  utterly  impossible.  He  refused  to  look 
through  the  telescope,  and  when  asked  to 
explain  how  it  was  that  others  could  see 
the  moons,  he  declared  that  there  were 
spots  in  the  glass.  He  was  then  asked  to  ex- 
plain whv  the  same  spots  did  not  appear 
when  the  telescope  was  turned  on  to  Venus 
or  Afars.  but  he  still  asserted  that  it  was  im- 
possible that  there  sho'ild  be  moons.  The 
attitude   of   certain    honorable  members 
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is    exactly    similar.      They    turn  their 
mental  eye  on  to  something  that  no  one  has 
put  forward,  and  in  a  light  and  airy  fashion 
they  say  that  it  is  impracticable-    That  is 
what  the  hcmorable  member  for  Flinders, 
like  the  old  theologian,  did,  and  merely 
because  certain   proposals   differed  fvom 
his    ideas   of   things.    That   is   not  a 
fair  or  honest  attitude  to  adc^t  towards 
any  proposal  put  forward  seriously  with  the 
weight  of  evidence  and  argument  behind 
it.    Some  honorable  members,  from  whom 
I  exuected  very  much  better  things,  have 
wandered  away  into  a  condemnation  of 
something  that  no  one  has  proposed,  and 
that  may  never  happen.   They  have  avoided 
looking  at  the  practical  proposal  that  has 
been  made  as  an  alternative  to.  the  adoption 
of  a  contract  which  some  of  them  have 
so  severely  criticised.  They,  have  alarmed 
themselves  by  putting  a  label  on  the  pro- 
posal.   We  call  it  nothing  but  a  sensible 
business  proposition,  and,  if  it  is  so,  it 
surely  ought  to  be  examined  on  its  merits. 
They  see  the  word  "  Socialism  "  on  the 
glass  of  their  telescope,  and  that  frightens 
them.    It  excites  them  more  than  the  pro- 
verbial red  rag  does  a  bull,  although  Aus- 
tralian bulls  are  not  frightened  by  red 
rags.   Australian  representatives  in  the  Aus- 
tralian Parliament,  however,  are  frightened 
by  the  bogy,  Socialism.      The  honorable 
member  for  Kooyong  was  terribly  worried 
and  excited  to-day,  but  even  he,  with  his 
vast  experience  and  knowledge,  had  to  ad- 
mit that  he  does  not  know  what  Socialism 
really  is.    How,  ttien,  can  honorable  mem- 
bers be  anti-something  which  they  can- 
not   define  ?     On    a    previous  occasion 
when   our   proposal    was    put  forward, 
some    honorable    members    raised  the 
objection    that    there    would    be  diffi- 
culties in  managing  a  State-owned  line. 
It  is  noticeable  that  no  dejection  seems  to 
have  been  raised  to  the  proposal  of  the 
honorable   member    for   Barrier    on  its 
merits,  nor  has  it  been  contended  that  it 
would  not  be  possible  to  obtain  some  <Hte 
to  successfully  manage  a  Commonwealth 
line  of  steamers.     The  representative  of 
the  Orient  Steam    Navigation  Company 
would,  I  think,  be  a  good  man  to  super- 
intend such  an  enterprise,  if   one  may 
judge  from  the  way  in  which  he  has  man- 
aged the  Government ;   and  doubtless,  if 
an  adequate  salary  were  offered,  we  could 
obtain  liis  services.     I  was  surprised  that 
the  honorable  member  for  North  Sydney 
should  suggest  that  if  we  nationalized  all 
industries,  a  workman  would  not  be  satis- 
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fied  to  receive  only  ^2  per  week,  while 
the  manager  was  receiving  j^i.ooo  a  year. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thoh&on.~I  was  not  then 
speaking  about  the  management  of  a  steam- 
^p  ccHnpany. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— No,  but  the  honorable 
member  used  an  argument  of  that  kind 
against  the  Socialistic  proposals,  of  which 
the  amendment  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Barrier  is  said  to  be  one. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  used  that  as 
an  argument  against  complete  nationali- 
zation. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — In  any  case,  I  was  sur- 
prised that  the  honorable  member  should 
wander  into  the  regions  .of  speculation  in 
regard  to  universal  nationalization.  I  shall 
not  follow  the  honorable  member,  who 
drew  pictures,  which,  so  far  as  I  know, 
very  few  members  of  the  Labour  Party 
have  any  idea  will  be  realized.  But  even 
if  his  speculations  were  to  be  trans- 
lated into  fact,  I  altogether  differ  with 
him  as  to  the  probable  results.  The  hon- 
orable member  contended  that  if  the  whole 
of  the  people  were  State  emplo>&,  they 
would  demand  unworkable  conditions  ;  but 
my  experience  of  the  working  classes  is 
that  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  induce  them 
to  make  even  demands  that  are  admittedly 
reasonable.  The  shareholders  in  the  great 
co-operative  societies  of  the  United  King- 
dom  represent  about  one-fourth  of  the 
population  of  the  Old  Country.  Many  in- 
dustries are  entirely  controlled  by  co- 
operative shardiolders ;  and  yet  we  there 
observe  all  the  differences  in  wages  whicb 
are  to  be  found  under  private  enterprise. 
There  is  no  endeavour  to  reduce  all 
salaries  and  wages  to  one  level,  but,  as 
elsewhere,  the  remuneration  of  the  manager 
is  vastly  different  from  that  of  other  em- 
ployes. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.  —  Those  co- 
operative associations  are  managed  fnm 
the  outside. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— No,  they  are  managed 
by  the  shareholders. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — ^But  not  hy 
employ^  only. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  associations  are 
managed  entirely  by  the  sliareholders,  who 
are  fx>t  outsiders. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — But  all  the 
shareholders  are  not  the  employes  of  the 
associations. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  coukkmention  several 
co-operative  assoeiatiortfeyHpidi^glfCoun- 
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try  in  which  the  workmen  are  all  share- 
boldeis,  and  yet  there  are  none  of  the 
results  which  the  hontnrable  member  seems 
to  fear.  Much  that  has  been  said  by 
aati- Socialists,  in  the  course  of  the  present 
discussion,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  fact 
that  the  prc^sal  of  the  honorable  member 
ioc  Barrier  is  not  open  to  hostile  criticism. 
The  trend  in  every  cotmtiy,  especially  in 
the  older  countries  of  the  world,  is  in  the 
direction  of  collective  ownership  of  public 
tttilkies  such  as  railways,  telegraphs,  gas- 
wtwks,  and  tramways ;  and,  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  about  two-thirds  of  the  trams 
in  Great  Britain  are  owned  by  municipali- 
ties. There  is  a  strong  feeling,  not  only 
in-  England,  but  also  in  America,  in  favour 
of  the  nationalization  of  the  railways;  and 
most  of  us  know  the  great  dangers  cchi- 
nected  with  the  privately -owned  railways 
in  the  United  States,  not  only  to  employ^ 
but  to  the  travelling  puUic.  In  the  United 
States,  with  an  immense  population,  the 
average  fare  on  the  privately-owned  tram- 
ways is  5  cents  per  mile,  whereas  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  where  most  of  the  trams 
are  owned  by  public  bodies,  the  fare  is 
less  than  Half.  Then,  in  point  of  safety, 
speed,  and  administration,  the  railways 
and  tramways  of  the  United  Kingdom  are 
far  ahead  of  those  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  Australian  railways  on  all  points 
are  admitted  to  be  much  superior  to  those 
in  any  part  of  the  wwld.  As  showing 
the  advantages  to  the.  pubHc  of  State-' 
owned  railways,  compared  with  privately- 
owned  railways,  T  may  say  that  in  Tas- 
mania, on  the  privately-owned  liiie  from 
Bumie  to  Zeehan,  a  distance  of  88  miles, 
the  fare  is  22s.  seccmd  class,  as  compared 
with  Ss.  9d.  for  a  single  second-class 
ticket  on  the  State-owned  railway  from 
Bumie  to  Little  Hampton,  a  distance  of 
K8|  miles.  On  the  privately-owned  line 
from  Strahan  to  Queenstown,  a  distance  of 
38  miles,  the  fare  is  7s.  6d.  second  class, 
as  compared  with  3s.  charged  tor  the  same 
distance  on  the  State-owned  railway,  from 
Zeehan  to  Strahan.  In  New  South  Wales, 
on  the  privately -owned  railway  from 
Moama  to  Deniliquin,  a  distance  of  45 
miles,  a  secrnid-class  ticket  costs  9s., 
whereas  for  a  similar  distance  on  the 
State-owned  railway,  only  5s.  is  charged. 
We  must  also  remember  that  when  selectors 
and  fanners  are  suffering  from  drought  the 
Riilways  Commissimiers  of  the  various 
States  may  step  in  and  materially  assist 
by  carrying  starving  stock  and  fodder  at 


low  rates,  whereas  we  know  that,  under 
such  circumstances  the  owners  of  private 

railways  do  not  give  concessicHis. 

Sitting  suspended  from  6.30  to  7.45  p.m. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  honorable  member 
for  Barrier  evidently  anticipated  the  line 
of  argument  that  would  be  adopted  by 
those  opposed  to  his  amendment  when  he 
said  that  they  would  not  object  so  much  to 
his  proposal  as  to  what  might  follow  it, 
if  it  were  acted  upon.  I  have  said  that 
that  is  not  a  fair  way  to  deal  with  die 
matter.  To  label  a  proposal  with  the  name 
of  snne  princiole  one  does  not  approve, 
and  then  io  urge  as  a  Justification  for  op- 
posing the  proposal  the  name  that  one  has 
himself  applied  to  it,  is  a  peculiar  way  in 
which  to  reason,  if  it  can  be  called 
reasoning  at  all.  We  have  heard  during 
this  discussion,  as  we  always  do  in  the 
discussion  of  proposals  of  the  kind,  that  we 
must  take  human  nature  into  account. 
Whilst  tiie  general  characteristics  of  human 
nature  may  remain  practically  unchanged, 
it  is  always  altering  and  changing  in  some 
respects.  The  party  with  which  I  am  as- 
sociated believe  that  if  we  remove  the 
temptation  to  do  ill  deeds  they  are  less 
likely  to  be  done.  It  is  no  argtmient 
against  any  proposal  to  say  that  it  does 
not  represent  absolute  perfection.  If  we 
had  reached  perfection  the  world  would 
be  at  a  stand-still.  Advance  and  develop- 
ment is  possible  only  where  thm  is  room 
for  improvement.  How  is  any  one  to  judge 
that  a  business  is  well  or  ill  managed  if  he 
looks  at  it  from  one  point  of  view  ?  I  can- 
not avoid  saying  that  the  line  of  reasoning 
adopted  by  the  critics  of  fwoposals  of  this 
kind  is  not  calculated  to  inspire  confidence 
in  their  judgment.  Those  who  pretend  to 
criticise  a  prc^XKal  by  setting  up  and  knock- 
ing domi  something  else  never  come  to 
close  quarters  with  the  real  question  under 
discussion.  The  remarks  of  the  hmwable 
member  for  Parramatta  appeared  to  me  to 
be  a  little  contradictory.  In  discussing  the 
difference  between  private  monopolies  and 
what  the  honorable  member  termed  Govern- 
ment monopolies,  in  his  fear  that  something 
terrible  might  happen  under  a  Government 
monopoly,  the  Honorable  gentleman  ex- 
pressed a  preference  for  private  monopolies. 
Apparently  he  has  less  fear  that  evils  would 
arise  under  private  mcmopolies.  The  same 
idea  appears  to  have  been  in  the  mind  of 
the  honorable  member  foirNojrth  -^wjney, 
when  he  referred^'«B'^aHAilfefiB«appen 
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should  all  industries  become  nationalized, 
and  the  people  engaged  in  them  become 
State  employes.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
honorable  member's  contenticm,  because 
find  that  under  State  management  various 
secti(His  are  stiil  looking  after  their  own 
interests,  and  that  will  continue  to  be  the 
case  until  human  nature,  by  new  environ- 
ment, has  become  so  altered  as  to  bring 
about  a  better  state  of  affairs.  The  hm- 
orable  member  for  Farramatta  feared  that 
a  State  monopoly  would  give  rise  to  tyranny 
or  the  loss  of  freed<xn — and  I  understood 
the  honorable  member  to  refer  to  the  free- 
dom of  the  individuaJ;  but  surely  the  hon- 
orable member  must  agree  that  if  such  re- 
sults, arising  from  private  monopolies,  can 
be  checked  by  the  power  of  the  State,  in 
the  enactment  of  legislation  to  bring  about 
new  conditions,  It  is  not  likely  that  the  com- 
munity as  a  whole,  under  a  system  of  State 
mcmopolies,  would  put  up  with  such  evils. 
There  is  a  great  lade  of  faith  in  the  possi- 
bility of  the  imiKOvement,  not  oily  of  our 
social  additions,  but  of  the  character  and 
nature  of  tBe  individual  units  who,  to- 
gether, make  up  society.  The  hcmorable 
member  for  North  Sydney  should  be  able 
to  recognise  thai  long  before  we  shall  have 
reached  the  stage  when  all  industries  will 
become  nationalized  immense  changes  will 
have  taken  place.  I  believe  that  the  con- 
ditions of  society  will  have  be^^me  so 
changed,  as  the  result  of  the  use  which 
mankind  will  make  of  the  advantage  con- 
ferred by  applied  science,  that  it  is  not 
too  much  to  say  that  every  <Hie  will  enjoy 
the  equivalent  of  an  income  of  ;£i,ooo  a 
year  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— I  should 
like  to  ask  the  hcmorable  member  if  he 
proposes  to  CMinect  his  observations  with 
the  proposal  before  the  House?  I  have  been 
listening  to  him  for  some  time  in  the  hope 
that  he  would  do  so. 

Mr.  SPEXCE. — I  am  endeavouring  to 
reply  briefly  to  arguments  which  have  al- 
ready been  used,  and  which  I  have,  there- 
fore, assumed  to  be  relevant  to  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook, — Not  so  much  to 
arguments  as  to  a  mere  incidental  expres- 
sion. 

Mr.  SPEXCE.— The  honorable  member 
will  see  that  if  a  prcmipt  contradiction 
is  not  given  to  some  statements  that  are 
made  it  might  be  assumed  that  it  is  be- 
cause honorable  members  approve  of  them. 
The  proposed  mail  contract,  if  carried, 
"ould  continue  in  operation  fw  ten  or 


twelve  years,  and  I  have  been  trying  to 
show  that,  as  a  result  of  the  changes  whidk 
are  continually  going  on  in  the  world,  there 
is  no  reason  for  the  fear  that  the  evils  to 
which  reference  has  been  made  would  arise 
under  what  would  be  entirely  new  condi- 
ticms.  I  have  already  said  that  to  enter 
upon  speculative  ar^^uments  is  not  a  fair 
wav  in  which  to  discuss  the  proposal  at 
all.' 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  hwiorable 
member  believes  that  after  many  thousands 
of  years  we  have  struck  the  road  to  the 
Millennium  at  last. 

Mr.  SPEXCE.— It  is  only  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  who  talks  about  the 
Millennium.  He  has  repeated  many  times 
that  we  must  reckon  with  human  nature^ 
and  I  sav  that  that  is  exactly  where  we 
start  frcMn. 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— I  point 
out  that  in  elaborating  an  irrelevant  argu- 
moit  the  hcmorable  member  is  not  dealing 
with  the  question  before  the  Chair. 

Mr.  SPEXCE.— I  shall  not  pursue  that 
line  of  reasoning.    I  wished  to  reply  to 
swne  statements  made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  in  discussing  the 
amendment  moved  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Barrier.    Perhaps  I  might  be  allowed 
to  refer  to  cme  other  statement  which  the 
honorable  member  has  made  about  the  dan- 
ger that  the  inspectioa  under  Govnnment 
management  would  not  be  efficient,  and  I 
need  only  remind  hcmorable  members  in 
answer  to  that  that  the  highest  prices  are 
obtained  for  butter  which  has  been  in- 
spected by  Government  officials.    The  hon- 
orable member  for  Parramatta  made  some 
observations  with  respect  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  sentiment  into  business.    That  is  a 
very  important  element  which  we  are  intro- 
ducing into  business.    By  recent  legislatlcxt 
we  have  decided  to  introduce  a  great  deal 
of  sentiment  into  business.    We  are  intro- 
ducing the  sentiment  of  justice,  and  it  is 
upon  that  basis  that  we  iput  forward  sucb 
a  proposal  as  that  now  before  the  House. 
It  has  in  it  more  ethics  than  some  imagine. 
We  believe  that  to  leave  to  private  enter- 
prise services  of  this  kind  is  to  open  the 
door  to  injustice  and  various  evils.   I  do  not 
mean  to  suggest  that  that  is  the  result  of 
all  iwivate  business;  but  the  fact  that  -we- 
have  been  called  upon  to  take  acticm  witb 
a  view  to  the  aboliticm  of  sweating  is  evi- 
dence that  private  enterprise  must  be  re- 
stricted.   We  are  led  by  humanitarian  con- 
siderations  to  the  lOEmt^Hsi^OffilC  siu^ 
action  is  necessary. 
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Mr.  LiDDELL. — I  suppose  that  there  is  no 
injustice  taking  place  in  the  Post  and  Tele- 
Department? 

Mr.  SPE!?CE.— No  one  suggests  that 
-«\'<erything  is  what  it  ought  to  be ;  but  the 
fact  that  there  are  numberless  applicants 
.for  admission  to  the  Public  Service  should 
lie  some  indication  of  whether  or  not  those 
already  in  the  service  are  doing  fairly  well. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — ^If  we  had  a  Labour 
<sovernnient  we  should  soon  set  right  mat- 
ters in  the  Public  Service. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Yes.  My  argument 
was  directed  chiefly  against  the  spirit  of 
pure  commercialism  whicb  is  responsible 
■for  so  many  wrcmgs.  We  are  introducing 
.humanitarian  consideratiMis  into  our  legis- 
lation, and  I  disagree  entirely  with  those 
who  say  that  there  should  be  no  sentiment 
in  business.  The  public  ought  to  be  pro- 
tected against  persons  whose  selfishness  and 
greed  would  lead  them  to  take  advantage 
of  others  on  the  ground  that  they  were  act- 
ing merely  in  accordance  with  commercial 
prmdples.  I  think  that  the  proposed  con- 
tract  is  a  big  mistake,  and  I  am  afraid 
that  if  mote  busineu  acumen  were  not  dis- 
played in  naticHial  enterprises  than  has  been 
shown  on  behalf  of  the  Coaunonwealth  in 
the  negotiations  for  this  mail  service,  thoe 
would  be  some  ground  for  the  C(Hitention  of 
our  anti-socialistic  friends.  With  a  State- 
owned  line  of  mail  steamers  we  should  be 
free  from  the  dangers  that  now  beset  us, 
and  I  feel  confident  that  before  the  ex- 
piration of  this  contract  we  shall  have  a 
Federal  Parliament  that  is  prepared  to  view 
these  matters  from  the  same  stand-point  as 
^oes  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier, 
-whose  amendment  I  intend  to  support.  I 
am  not  prepared  to  be  a  party  to  the  grant- 
ing of  such  a  large  subsidy  to  a  private 
company,  however  wcvthy  it  may  be.  I  can 
find  no  justification  for  the  payment  of  so 
Urge  a  sum,  a  considerable  part  of  whidi 
Trill  be  an  absolute  gift  to  the  company. 
I  shall  >'Ote  for  the  amendment,  which  may 
yet  be  carried. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan)  [7.59] — 
I  am  sorr\-  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House,  because  I  know  that  we  have  a  great 
deal  lo  do  bef<»e  the  Christmas  vacation ; 
but,  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  West- 
«m  Amtralia,  wfaidi  is  much  interested  in 
Tegular  mail  ooiiununicati(xi  between  Aus- 
tralia and  the  Old  World,  I  feel  con- 
tained to  offer  I  few  observations.  I  have 
listened  with  attentiro,  and  with  some  re- 
gret, to  the  remarks  that  have  been  made 
ttooeming  the  laibusiness-Iike  attitude  taken 


up  by  the  Government  with  reference  to  the 
Laing  contract  When  a  member  of  the 
Government,  I  had  not,  at  the  outset,  mi^ 
to  do  with  the  negotiatims,  but  we  were 
buoyed  up  with  assurances  that  it  would  be 
carried  out.  A  good  deal  of  fhe  delay  that 
occurred  was  due  to  the  fact  that  we  were 
loth  to  cancel  the  contract  while  the  Prime 
Minister  and  the  present  Treasurer  were  in 
England,  and  while  there  was  still  some 
reason  to  hope  that  the  requisite  capital 
would  be  forthcoming.  It  is  easy  to  find 
fault,  but  had  we  cancelled  the  contract 
without  giving  the  contractors  every  oppor- 
tunity to  carry  it  out,  we  should  have  been 
very  much  blamed.  We  did  not  cancel 
it  until  all  hope  of  its  being  sec- 
cessfully  carried  out  was  at  an  end.  I  re- 
gret, too,  that  the  question  of  Socialism 
should  have  been  allowed  to  obtrude  so 
largely  into  this  discussion.  The  contract 
has  been  placed  befcve  us,  and  it  is  for  us 
to  say  whether  or  not  we  approve  of  it. 
The  Government  have  given  it  careful  con- 
sideration, and  have  submitted  it  to  us  for 
confirmation.  They  have  taken  the  respon- 
sibility of  signing  it,  subject  to  its  ratifi- 
cation by  Parliament,  and  sinc«  it  is  a 
signed  and  completed  document  it  would 
be  voided  by  being  amended.  If  it  were 
amended,  it  would  be  open  to  the  Orient 
Steam  Navigation  Company  to  withdraw 
from  the  arrangement.  If  any  new  pro- 
visions are  necessary,  the  ooly  thing  to 
do  will  be  to  make  an  additicmal  agree- 
ment, apart  altogether  frcxn  this,  agreement. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.. — The  oootract  is  not 
complete. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST,— It  is  complete 
so  far  as  the  Government  are  concerned, 
and  any  amendment  of  it  would  void  it. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— Then,  what  is  the 
good  of  referring  it  to  the  House? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Many  pio- 
posals  that  may  not  be  amended  are  sulMoit- 
ted,  in  order  to  validate  them.  The  Go- 
vernment submit  to  the  HcMise  important 
proposals  in  ccmnexion  with  the  Estimates, 
and  if  they  are  not  carried,  their  course 
is  clear,  as  it  is  in  this  case.  I  have  no 
objection,  on  socialistic  grounds,  to  the 
State  ownership  of  mail  steamers.  I  do 
not  think  that  the  ownership  of  mail 
steamers  could  be  said  to  be  any 
move  socialistic  than  is  the  State 
ownership  of  railways*  The  rail- 
ways are  trading  concerns;  the  Rui- 
way  Commissimers  are  oommcm  carriers. 
Ttiieie  is  a  great  jlifferaK^r  however,  be- 
tween a  fleet  of  steHn  fading  b^^md  thf 
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limits  of  Australia  to  other  parts  of  the 
world,  and  railways  which,  lying  wholly 
within  our  tx»ders,  are  completely  within 
tfte  control  of  our  Governments.  The  rail- 
ways, telegraphs,  telephones,  and  other  pub- 
lic services  which  I  need  not  mentitm,  are, 
in  Australia,  State-owned  monopolies, 
shielded  by  law  from  competiticHu  PriOT 
to  Federation  the  telegraph  and  telephme 
services  were,  in  most  of  the  States,  carried 
on  at  a  loss,  though  they  are  approaching 
the  paying  point  now,  while  some  of  the 
State  railways  were  also  run  at  a  loss. 
But  businesses  of  private  ccKx^erns  must 
be  made  to  pay,  because  those  who  direct 
them  have  no  taxpayers  to  fall  back  upcm 
to  provide  for  losses.  They  know  that,  if 
they  cannot  make  profits,  their  buaness 
must  go  to  the  wall.  I  believe  compe- 
tition to  be,  in  the  main,  a  good  thing.  It 
is  en^prise  and  campetiti<Mi  that  has  made 
the  British  Empire  what  it  is.  We  have 
progressed,  not  because  our  people  have  done 
as  little  as  they  could,  but  because  each 
has  tried  to  do  his  best.  A  monopoly 
guarded  from  c<xnpetItion  can  charge  what 
it  likes.  In  Australia  we  may  fix  what 
rates  we  please  for  the  transmission  of 
a  telegraph  message  or  the  carriage  of 
goods  by  rail.  But  a  CcHnmonwealth  line 
of  mail  steamers  trading  to  England  and 
other  countries  would  have  to  face  the  com- 
petition of  other  lines.  My  objecticHi  to  the 
proposal  of  the  honorable  member  for  Bar- 
rier is,  not  that  it  is  socialistic,  but  that  it 
is  opposed. to  public  policy.  It  would  not, 
in  my  opinion,  pay  to  run  a  Common- 
wealth line  of  steamers  in  competition  with 
private  lines.  It  is  not  the  business  of  the 
Government  to  send  out  vessels  to  trade 
here,  there,  and  everywhere  throughout 
the  WOTid ;  such  undertakings  should,  I 
think,  be  left  to  private  enterprise.  The 
proposed  Commtmwealth  fleet,  if  brought 
into  existence,  would — at  any  rate,  once 
it  gpt  beyond  Australian  waters — have  to 
compete  with  other  lines  for  passenger 
and  goods  traffic.  But  perhaps — and  I  do 
not  think  that  this  is  too  far-fetched  to 
be  mentioned — it  is  intended  by  the  Labour 
Party,  so  soon  as  the  line  of  State-owned 
steamers  is  established,  to  ask  this  Parlia- 
ment to  forbid  the  imptxtatiMi  or  exporta- 
tion of  goods  in  vessels  other  than  those 
owned  by  the  Government  of  Australia. 

Mr.  Carr. — Does  the  honorable  member 
s.iy  that  the  existing  Government  mono- 
polies are  abused  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  am  in  favour 
of  State-owned  railways,  telegraphs,  and 


telephones,  but  it  is  quite  possible  that  if 
they  were  privately  owned  they  might  be 
run  more  economically.  It  is  only  in  Aus- 
tralia that  there  are  so  many  monopolistic 
enterprises  protected  by  law  from  ccxnpe- 
tition. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Is  our  telephone  and 
telegraph  system  dearer  than  those  of 
other  countries? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Yes;  though 
for  long  distances  it  is  very  cheap, 

Mr.  jMaugeb. — It  is  cheaper. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Our  telephone  sys- 
tem is  the  worst  managed  in  the  world. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  know 
that  it  is  the  wont ;  it  is  certainly  capable 
of  improvemoit,  in  Melbourne  at  any  rate. 

Sir  WiLLiAK  Lyne.— The  London  tele- 
I^ione  systons  are  worse. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  commend  to 
the  attention  of  the  Attorney -General,  or 
of  any  one  else  who  cares  to  consider  con- 
stitutional questions,  an  inquiry  as  to  the 
powers  of  the  Commwiwealth  to  embark 
in  a  shipping  trading  business  bejrond  Aus- 
tralia with  other  parts  of  the  world. 

Mr.  GaooM. — Have  we  not  the  right  to 
provide  for  the  carriage  of  our  mails? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— A  fleet  of 
steamers  would  never  be  built  merely  for 
the  carriage  of  niails.  It  would  be  neces- 
sary to  provide  for  passenger  and  goods 
traffic  as  well.  In  my  opinion,  the  con- 
struction and  management  of  a  fleet  of  mail 
steamers  engaged  in  the  carrying  trade 
with  other  countries  beyond  Australia  was 
never  intended  to  be  within  our  constitu- 
tional powers. 

Mr.  Thouas. — The  honorable  member 
has  not  considered  the  matter. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  have  given 
some  consideratioi  to  it,  though  I  have  not 
considered  it  as  much  as  it  requires  to  be 
considered. 

Mr.  Thomas.— I  think  that.  If  the 
honorable  member  had  c(msidered  it  thor- 
oughly, he  would  not  have  come  to  the 
conclusions  which  he  has  expressed. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  venture  to 
think  that  when  the  matter  is  carefully 
looked  into  it  will  be  found  that  it  presets 
more  difficulties  than  he  is  aware  of.  I 
am  opposed  to  the  proposal  of  the  honor> 
able  member  for  Barrier,  not  because  it  is 
socialistic,  but  because,  as  I  have  said  al- 
ready, it  is,  in  my  opinion,  opposed  to 
public  policy  and  unconstituticHial.  I 
wish  now  to  refer  to  sonMrYemariEf^  the 
subject  of  the  ^fpS^Pb^lMknirad 
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labour  on  mail  steamers,  made  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Labour  Party.  While  he  was 
speaking  I  made  several  interjections  which 
I  should  like  to  explain,  though  it  is  not 
necessary  for  me  to  explain  my  general 
views  in  regard  to  the  employment  of 
ooloured  labour,  because  I  have  made  them 
known  in  this  House,  and  have  not  changed 
the  optniras  to  which  I  have  given  utter- 
ance. I  ihall  not  go  over  tiie  gnHind  again, 
as  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier  has 
done.  He  has  given  us  three  long  speeches 
in  explanation  of  his  proposal,  but,  as  he 
cannot  iind  new  arguments  each  time,  every 
speech  is  to  a  large  extent  alike.  No  doubt 
if  be  had  an  opportunity  next  week  he  would 
make  a  fourth  speech  almost  exactly  like 
those  we  have  already  heard.  There  is  no 
reason  why  we  should  not  insist  upcm  any 
condition  we  please  in  regard  to  the  class  of 
labour  to  be  employed  on  the  vessels  which 
carrv  our  mails.  I  prefer,  and  always 
shall  prefer,  men  of  oar  own  colour  to  the 
darker  races  of  the  world ;  but  I  omtend, 
as  I  have  contended  before,  that  honwable 
members  who  would  exclude  coloured 
labour  trom  all  employment  at  sea  are  not 
consistent,  because,  when  they  travel,  they 
travel  on  vessels  manned  by  coloured  crews. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber should  speak  for  himself. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  speak 
for  myself.  Probably  the  bon(»-able  mem- 
ber has  never  been  awav  from  Australia. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— Yes,  I  have. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.~I  do  not 
know  why  the  honorable  member  so  con- 
stantly interjects.  He  should  wait  until 
he  gets  more  experience,  and  sTiould  have 
respect  for  the  older  members  of  the  House. 
It  is  impossible  to  travel  to  the  eastern 
parts  of  Asia  in  vessels  which  do  not 
carr>'  coloured  crews.  When  we  send  our 
merchandise  to  Japan,  China,  India,  and 
other  places,  to  which  we  are  glad  to  have 
ail  opportunity  to  expc^  it,  we  send 
it  in  ships  canning  coloured  crews.  Our 
mails — when  they  are  not  carried  in  the 
contractor's  vessels  —  are  forwarded  under 
poundage  rates  by  steamers  which  emplov 
coloured  seamen.  Yet,  when  we  enter 
into  a  mail  contract  we  draw  the  line  by 
declaring — ven,-  much  to  our  disadvantage 
—that  the  contractor's  vessels  shall  not 
carr\'  coloured  crews.  T  do  not  think  it  is 
logical— and  T  scarcely  think  it  is  hcnest 
—that  we  should  take  credit  to  our 
%lves  for  providing  that  our  steamers  shall 
«nploi'  only  white  men,  when  we  enter  into 
a  contract  for  the  carriage  of  o*jr  mails. 


whilst  at  the  same  time  we  send  our  mer- 
chandise and  a  pwtim  of  our  mails  H<»ne 
and  about  the  wwld  under  different  condi- 
ti(xis. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — The  employ- 
ment of  white  labour  costs  very  little  eactra. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  am  aware 
that  that  statement  was  made  by  the  man- 
ager of  the  Orioit  Steam  Navigatim  Com- 
pany. I  am,  however,  inclined  to  think 
that  the  employment  of  white  men  on  ships 
must  cost  the  contractors  more  than  would 
the  emploj'ment  of  coloured  crews.  I 
am  glad  to  ncMioe  that  under  the  new  con- 
tract Western  Australia  has  been  fairly 
treated.  That  State  will  not  get  any  more 
advantages  than  it 'previously  enjoyed,  but 
it  will  get  as  many.  Fremantle  will  be  a 
port  of  call  for  the  mail  steamers,  and 
that  is  all  that  Western  Australia  has  a 
right  to  expect.  Some  exception  has  been 
taken  to  the  insertion  in  the  contract  of  a 
[H^ovisioa  prescribing  the  maximum  rates  to 
be  charged  ica  freight.  In  my  opinion 
that  is  a  reaauiable  provisioi.  It  does 
not  provide  that  the  rates  spedfied  shall  be 
the  ruling  rates.  If  there  be  keen  cwnpe- 
tition,  as  the  years  go  by — as  it  is  surmised 
there  will  be — those  charges  will  have  to  he 
reduced.  There  is  nothing  new  about 
a  provisicm  of  this  kind.  I  recol- 
lect that  in  the  Western  Australian 
mail  contracts  for  the  carriage  of  mails  from 
Cambridge  Gulf  to  Eucia,  a  clause  is  al- 
ways inserted,  specifying  the  maximum 
passage  money  to  be  charged,  and  the  rates 
for  the  carriage  of  stock,  timber,  and  other 
profluce.  That  provision  works  extremely 
well,  and  still  obtains  in  the  current  coastal 
contracts  made  recentiv  by  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment. To  my  mind,  the  Government 
are  to  be  congratulated  upon  having  safe- 
guarded the  interests  of  the  produ(»rs  bv 
stipulating  that  though  the  rates  specified 
in  the  contract  may  be  reduced,  they  can- 
not be  increased.  Personally.  I  would 
insert  some  such  provision  in  all  mail  con- 
tracts for  the  purpose  of  preventinj;  extra 
charges  being  imposed  upcrfi  our  producers 
in  time  of  temporary  stress  or  difficulty. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — In  all  private  rail- 
wav  Acts,  the  maximum  charges  are  speci- 
fied. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Yes.  They 
usually  provide  that  the  companies  shall 
not  diarge  more  than  the  Government 
rates.  There  is  just  one^  omi^km  to 
which  I  should  iasS''^lft^Mirect  a^iStion. 
The  contract  makes  no  provision  for  spacr 
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being  reserved  for  the  carriage  of  fruit  bers'of  tenderers.    After  the  Government: 
and  butter  from  Western  Australia.     But  had  advertised  all  over  the  world,  only 
I  do  not  think  that  in  practice  any  diffi-  three  toiders  were  received,  and  that  of 
culty  will  be  expefienced  in  this  connexion,  the  Orient  Steam  Navigatitxi  Ctunpany  was- 
The  Orient   Steam   Navigatiwi  Company  considered  the  best  of  the  three.    So  that 
consists  of  keen  business-men,  who  will  re-  the  Government  is  not  in  the  same  position- 
cognise  that  it  is  to  their  interests  to  work  as  it  would  be  if  the  cmitract  was  eagerly 
in  with  the  producers  of  all  the  States.    If  sought  after.     It   will,  I    think,  be  a 
their  agents  inform  them  that  there  is  so  source  of  great  comfort  and  satisfaction 
much  produce  awaiting  shipment   in   the  to  the  trading  community  and  the  pro- 
chief  port  of  anv  State— irrespective  of  ducers  of  Australia  to  know  that  for  th& 
whether   it    be    Hobart,    Fremantle,    or  next  twelve  years  they  have  a  certain  mean& 
other    port  —  thev     will    in     fairness  of  getting  their  produce  to  the  Old  Coun- 
reserve   sufficient    snace    for    it.     The  try  at  reasonable  rates.     With  r^ard  to 
spirit   of    the   contract    undoubtedly    is  the  questi<xi  of  freights  I  see  no  reasoo 
that    a    reasonable   quantity    of    space  why  they  should  not  be  lowered  dttring-  the- 
shall  be  reserved  to  the  port  at  which  the  term  of  the  contract.    There  is  no  rea£(X» 
steamers  will  call  in  each  State.      I  am  why  there  should  not  be  any  amount  of 
very  glad  to  observe  that  under  the  con-  ompetitiw.    In  that  ev«it  we  may  expect 
tract  the  freitrhts  from  the  Old  Countrv  to  that  the  freight  will  be  considerably  re- 
all  parts  of  the  Ccmimonwealth  under  nor-  duced.    There  is  another  matter  which  I 
mal  conditions  will  be  identical.      That  wish  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Post- 
has  not  been  the  case  in  the  past.     Some  master-General.    I  trust  ,  that  he  will  give- 
time  ago  I  asked  the  Postmaster-Generdl  a  the  gravest  ccmsideration  to  the  days  and 
question  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  he  times  of  call  at  the  different  ports.   At  the 
promised    to  make  a  note  of  my  com-  present  time  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental' 
l)laint.      He  has  done  so,  with  the  re-  Steam  Navigaticm  Company's  mail  steamers 
suit   that   under   the   new   contract   the  call  at  Fremantle  on  Mondays  and  Tues- 
freight   charges    from    England   to   all  days.    Those  da)'S  are,  as  a  rule,  very 
ports    in    Australia    will    be    identical,  convenient  days  for  the  arrival  of  mails- 
At  present  los.  per  ton  more  freight  is  from  the  East  and  from  Europe.  But,, 
charged  for  cargo  to  Fremantle  than  to  unfortunately,   in   Western  Australia,  as 
Sydney.    Seeing  that  Fremantle  is  as  well  in  some  cfther  States  of  Australia,  when 
equipped — if  not  better — as   any  port  in  an  event  which  is  connected  with  a  public- 
Australia  for  the   despatch   of  business,  holiday  falls  on  any  other  day  of  the  week,, 
there  is  no  reason  whatever  why  that  should  the  holiday  is  celebrated  on  Monday.  ATT 
be  so.    I  found  to  my  great  pleasure — I  the  shops  are  shut,  and  it  is  difficult  to 
will  not  say  to  my  surprise — in  lotting  up  get  men  to  do  work  when  other  people  are 
the  figures,  that  Fremantle  is  now  the  third  holiday -making.      The    greatest  trouble 
trading  port  in  Australia.    It  stands  next  often  arises  through  this  cause.    I  Icnov 
after    Sydney    and    Melbourne.      That  that  it  is  not  an  easy  difficulty  to  ^t  over 
fact  alone  shows  that  Fremantle  is  no  but  by  consulting  the  local  authorities  con- 
longer  a  small  place.    Seeing  that  it  pos-  nected  with  shipping  companies  it  may  be 
sesses  all  the  latest  appliances,  including  possible  for  tlie  Postmaster-General  to 
electric  cranes,  and  has  an  abundance  ot  make  an  arrangement  whereby  the  vessels 
sheds,  there  is  no  reason  why  freight  to  will  not  arrive  at  Fremantle  on  Monday. 
Fremantle  should  be  greater  than  it  is  to  It  is  not  caily  Western  Australia  that  is 
other  ports  thousands  of  miles  further  on.  concerned,  but  the  difficulty  affects  the  other 
I  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether  he  States  also.    I  am  quite  sure  that  my  hon- 
cannot  do  something  at  once  to  remove  this  orahio  friend  will  trive  the  matter  atten- 
injustice.     I  ask  him  whether  something  tion.    As  to  the  contract  price,  when  we 
cannot  be  done  at   once   to  remove  the  recollect  that  the  last  contract  was  fOT 
anomaly  whereby  los.  more  per  ton  is  paid  ;£i2o,ooo  a  year  and  that  ;£26,ooo  more 
tot  freight  to  Fremantle  than  to  Sydney —  was  paid  by  Brisbane — making  ^146,000 
2,000  miles  further  on.    I  have  a  word  altogether — it  will  be  seen  that  this  ocm- 
to  say  about  the  term  of  the  contract,  tract  only  involves  an  additional  sum  of 
It  is  no  doubt  a  big  order  to  make  a  con-  £24tfX>o  per  annum.    When  we  recollect 
tract  of  this  kind  extending  over  the  n«t  also  that  instead  of  having  6,ooo-t(Mi  ships 
twelve  years.    But  we  must  remember  that  we  are  to  have  a  magnificent  large 
the  contract  has  not  been  run  after  by  nura-  vessels  of  11,000  i^ns  each,  with  a  very 
Sir  Join  Forrest. 
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much  quicker  service,  it  will,  I  think,  be 
conceded  that  we  are  getting  value  for  our 
moaey.  A  service  shortened  by  fifty-eight 
ixnirs  necessarily  means  increased  cost  to 
Che  contractors.  Taking  all  these  OHisi- 
.deratioos  into  account,  I  think  that  we  may 
be  fairly  well  satisfied.  I,  at  any  rate,  ap- 
prove of  the  contract,  and  shall  do  my 
best  to  secure  its  acceptance  by  this  House. 

Mr.    KING     O'MALLEY  (Darwin) 
£8.31]. — The  question  of  the  ratification 
of  this  mail  contract  has  been  discussed  by 
many  hcniorable  members.    I  have  listened 
attentively  to  their  speedies,  but  I  must 
confess  that  I  am  greatly  disappointed  with 
-the  Oppoution  and  tb^  auxiliary  comer. 
I  had  hoped  to  hear  something  interesting 
about  the  financial  side  of  this  propositioi 
from  honorable  members  opposite.  The 
Covemment  are  asking  for  an  enonnous 
sum  to  be  paid  by  the  taxpayers  of  Aus- 
tralia.   What  it  means  is  that  we  are  going 
to  provide  the  Orient  Steam  Navigation 
Company  with  money  to  build  their  fleet 
and  keep  them  gomg  ior  ten  years,  at  the 
«nd  of  which  time  our  position  will  be  in- 
finitely worse  than  it  is  now.    To  roe  the 
pmspect  is  sorrowful.    Before  I  proceed 
to  discuss  the  finandal  aspect  of  the  pro- 
positioa,  I  wish  to  say  that,  personally,  I 
was  delighted  with  the  way  in  which  the 
Postmaster-General  laid  the  contract  before 
us.  Instead  of  taking  up  an  hour  or  two  of 
our  time  explaining  it,  he  made  a  simple  little 
business  statement,  laid  the  ccmtract  upon 
the  table,  and  said,  "  Now,  have  a  go  at 
it."  That  is  a  splendid  way  of  dmng  busi- 
ness.   It  would  be  mudi  better  for  all  of 
us  if  we  limited  the  length  of  speeches 
in  this  House  to  ten  or  fifteen  minutes. 
Now,  if  this  questicxi  had  been  dealt  with 
by  the  great  financial  authorities  on  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  Chamber,  I,  as  a 
labour  nuui,  should  not  have  had  anything 
to  say  about  it.    But  I  am  bound  to  recog- 
nise that  the  Labour  members  are  the  only 
real  financial  men  in  this  House.    There  is 
no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  members  of 
the  Oppositicm  and  of  the  OppositicHi  cor- 
ner possess  little  knowledge  of  finance.  I 
originally  came  into  this  House  having  great 
faith  in  them.    But  what  do  I  see  when  a 
pmposition   tnvcrfvinK  impOTtant  financial 
comiderations  is  laid  before  us?   Here  is 
a  contract  invt^ving  the  expenditure  of 
70,000  a  year.    It  is  to  operate  for  ten 
rears.      Can  any  one  realise  what  may 
happen  in  ten  years?   Why,  Nap(^ebn's 
period  of  great  ^ory  £d  not  last  modi 
longer  than  that  tme; 


Mr.  Maloney. — Didn't  it  I  The  hon- 
orable member  had  better  read  history. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.-^I  have  done 
so.  Napoleon  was  defeated  at  Waterloo 
on  the  i8th  day  of  June,  1815. 

Mr.  Maloney.— Where  was  he  ten  years 

before  ? 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— Only  a  few 
months  before  he  was  a  prisoner  on  the 
Island  of  Elba,  and  ten  years  before  he  was 
fighting  for  his  life.  Ten  years  is  a  very 
long  period  for  whidi  to  enter  into  an  en- 
gagement of  this  kind.  In  ten  years  the  whole 
wiM-ld  may  be  launched  into  "  chaos  and  old 
night."  In  ten  years  every  member  of  this 
House  may  have  passed  mto  Heaven. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — If  they  have  any  luck  ! 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— Yet  honor- 
^le  membos  are  prepared  to  rush  into  a 
contract  of  this  nature  for  so  Icmg  a  term. 
We  are  practically  voting  away  ^2,064,000 
— because  mcmey  doubles  itself  at  3  per 
cent,  interest,  paid  every  six  months,  in 
less  than  twenty-four  years,  and  it  doubles 
itself  at  3^  per  cent,  in  less  than  twenty- 
one  years.    I  am  going  to  discuss  this  mat- 
ter cm  the  basis  of  3J  oer  cent.,  because  it  is 
mmseiise  to  talk  about  a  lower  rate  of  in- 
terest than  that  at  present.   Some  time  ago 
the  hoidrable  member  for  Barrier  brouf^t 
befcM%  the  House  a  sploidid  leput,  as  the 
result  of  the  inquiry  by  the  Shipping  Ser- 
vice Commission.    I  avail  myself  of  thu 
opportunity  to  congratulate  the  honorable 
member,  of  whom  I  think  the  House  ought 
to  be  proud.     He  is  a  consistent,  straight- 
forward, out-and-out  advancer;  but  I  am 
sorry  that  he  is  a  free-trader.    He  brought 
before  the  House  a  proposition  to  na- 
tionalize, not  all  the  steam-dhip  lines  hi 
the  world,  but  a  steam-ship  line.   He  pro- 
posed that  the  Commonwealfh  should  own 
a  line  of  steam^ps.    He  is  a  Britisher 
who  was  bom  in  England,  and  believes  in 
the  British  Empire.    It  is  because  he  has 
faith  in  the  British  Empire  that  he  wishes 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  its  Federation 
under  its  own  flag.     But,  alas !  honorable 
members  sitting  on  the  Opposition  benches 
and  in  the  0|:^x>sition  comer,  have  not  vet 
risen  out  of  their  swaddling-clothes  to 
understand  the  greatness  of  the  British 
Empire.      The^  honorable   member  far 
Barrio-  based  his  estimates  oa  a  loan  ob- 
tained at  3  per  cent.,  and  involving  an  in- 
terest charge  of  /'90.000  a  vear.     But  I 
go  one  better  than  that.    With  a  sum  of 
j^3, 000,000  we  could  provide  a  fleet  of 
eight  steamers,    and  the   annual  interest^ 
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charge  at  3J  per  cent,  would  come  to 
^105,000.  The  Government  propose  to 
pay  the  Orient  Steam  Navigation  Conppany 
an  annual  subsidy  of  70,000  for  a  mai] 
service.  It  will  be  seen  that  if  we  had 
our  own  fleet,  and  were  paying  an  interest 
charge  of  ^£105, 000,  there  would  be,  as 
compared  with  the  cost  of  this  contract,  a 
sum  of  ;£65,ooo  a  year  for  us  to  play 
with.  If  we  established  a  sinking  fund  on 
a  2  per  cent,  basis,  the  annual  ccHitritution 
would  be  ^60,000,  and  in  ten  years,  at  3J 
per  cent.,  it  would  amount  tO;^735,ooo,  and 
we  would  be  running  our  own  steam-ships. 
I  am  here  to-night  to  show  the  Govern- 
ment that  they  are  making  a  bad  bargain — 
one  whKh,  if  made  by  a  boy  of  ten  or 
fifteen  years  of  age,  would  result  in  his 
being  sent  to  an  asylum  to  be  treated  for 
softening  of  the  bram.  I  have  not  a  word 
to  say  about  the  Government,  because  they 
cannot  help  what  they  are  doing.  I  want 
^t  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  I  am  an 
out-and-out  supporter  of  theirs.  It  is  a 
good  thing  for  a  Government  to  be  criti- 
cised, because  it  is  only  by  criticism  that 
we  can  effect  any  reforms.  If  we  do  not 
call  the  attention  of  a  man  to  his  mistakes, 
he  never  can  reform.  Refnmation  of  the 
Ministry  is  what  we  want.  I  wish  them 
to  get  out  of  their  fossilized  ideas  of  going 
to  the  combines.  At  the  end  of  ten  vears, 
I  repeat,  we  would  have  ;£735.ooo  in  our 
sinking  fund.  Although  we  would  be  pay- 
ing ;^i05,ooo  a  year  as  interest  on  the 
loan,  still,  we  would  be  saving  ;^^,ooo  a 
year  out  of  the  balance  of  £65,000. 
'Money  invested  at  2  per  cent,  to-dav,  if 
payable  half-yearly,  will  double  itself  in 
'thirty-four  and  a-half  years.  At  the  end 
of  that  period,  with  a  sinking  fund  oa  a 
■2-  per  cent,  basis,  we  would  have  extin- 
guished our  debt  to  the  money  lender.  Out 
of  the  revenue  from  the  steam-ships,  we 
would  be  able  to  provide  a  repair  fund, 
a  renewal  fund,  a  re-insurance  fund, 
and  a  replacement  fund.  The  line  would 
be  improved  just  as  our  other  property  is 
improved.  At  the  end  of  thirty-five  years 
the  fleet  would  have  been  paid  for, 
and  paid  for  with  monev  which  other- 
wise we  would  have  been  contribut- 
ing to  a  steam-ship  company  to  be 
used  in  building  a  line  for  itself. 
Is  it  any  wonder  that  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia owe  X24.ltOoo.ooo  when  that  kind 
of  financing  has  been  going  on  ?  Is  it  any 
that  we  are  running  into  debt  year 
ar,  and  do  not  know  where  we 
ting  O'Malley. 


stand?  Under  such  a  financial  system  we 
never  will  know  where  we  stand.  Of 
course,  my  honcMrable  friends  on  the  other 
side  have  heard  supporters  of  the  Govern- 
ment apologizing,  and  stating  that  the 
Orient  Steam  Navigation  Company  say, 
"Take  it  or  leave  it." 

Mr.  McWiLLiAHS. — They  should  not  ap- 
proach this  House  like  that. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— My  honor- 
able friend  is  a  thinking  man,  and  so  he 
is  looking  into  this  question  very  care- 
fully. I  only  wish  I  could  ^t  this  bogy 
of  Socialism  out  of  the  minds  of  my 
hCMiorable  friends  opposite.  Well,  sir,  do 
I  remember  how  they  used  to  frighten  me 
when  I  was  a  child.  My  grandmother — 
who,  by  the  way,  was  a  Scotch  woman — • 
used  to  say,  "  Send  him  out  to  Botany 
Bay."  I  was  afraid  of  Botany  Bay,  and 
as  soon  as  I  landed  in  Sydney  I  went  to 
see  what  sort  of  a  place  it  was  that 
had  scared  me  for  years.  I  found 
that  it  was  all  right  The  word  Social- 
ism frightens  a  number  of  hotiorafale  mem- 
\iers.  I  ask  them  to  get  the  bogy  <^ 
Socialism  out  of  their  minds,  and  to  look 
at  this  proposal  just  as  a  number  of  cold 
business  men  sitting  round  a  table  would 
do.  When  the  great  Beef  Trusts  of 
America  were  not  in  combination,  a  man 
could  put  his  fat  cattle  on  the  trucks  in  the 
Western  States,  weigh  them,  and  wire  to 
Chicago,  "  Sell  for  me  thirty  thousand 
pounds  of  beef,"  and  the  next  day  he 
would  receive  a  wire,  "  Sold  on  the 
hoof;  five  cents."  He  could  take 
his  wire  to  his  banker  and  get  an 
advance  with  whkh  to  carry  on  his  busi- 
ness, because  he  luiew  exactly  what  he 
would  receive  for  his  cattle,  less  the  leak- 
age going  to  Chicago,  x.ooo  or  1,500  miles 
awav.  As  soon  as  ever  the  Fowlers  and 
those  men  entered  into  a  great  ocxnbination 
that  was  all  stopped,  and  a  man  had  to 
send  his  cattle  to  Chicago.  The  buyer  for 
one  trust  or  other  would  go  round,  and 
say,  "  They  will  not  suit  me."  My  object 
in  using  this  illustration  is  to  show  how 
the  Government  have  been  hoodwinked. 
At  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  the 
farmer  saw  that  ing^t  was  coming  on,  he 
realized  that  the  trust  owned  tiw  stock- 
yards,  the  feed,  and  the  water,  and  double- 
banked  him  for  pay.  Then  he  would  say 
to  them :  "  For  goodness  sake,  what  will 
you  give  me?"  They  would  not  deal, 
and  next  day  he  would  have  to 
accept  dny  price.  Wherever  a  com- 
bination  or   trust  .exists,    the  country 


MttU  Service         {az  Noteicbeb,  1907.]        io  Europe. 


6477 


is  cursed,  and  the  produciers  are  at  ito 
mercy.  The  same  thing  happened  in  the 
State  of  California.  When  the  farmers 
went  down  to  meet  the  railway  people, 
the  representative  of  the  combinatitm. 
with  a  cigar  in  bis  mouth,  said :  "  You  are 
meeting  combinatifHi.  This  is  what  we  will 
carry  your  wheat  f <h  ;  take  it  <x  leave  it. ' ' 
And  the  iarmera  had  to  take  it.  The  same 
thing  happened  in  the  case  of  the  Canadian- 
Pac&  a  few  years  ago  in  Manitoba.  That 
line  was  transporting  all  the  wheat  from 
Manitoba  to  the  seaboard.  The  farmers 
joined  together  and  built  a  road  from  Mani- 
toba to  the  United  States  line,  and  then 
tbne  was  a  riot  there,  because  they  met 
another  combination.  Surely  these  things 
ought  to  weigh  with  honorable  members. 
T^  are  not  represoiting  the  people  con- 
scientiously apd  justly  if  they  fail  in  this 
House  to  exercise  their  intelligence  for  the 
benefit  of  the  electors.  What  do  the  vast 
multitude  of  the  people  know  about  this 
matter?  They  selected  honorable  members 
because  they  believed  that  they  were  the 
best  men  to  represent  them,  and  that  they 
would  fight  for  their  rights.  I  ask  honor- 
able members :  Are  von  fighting  for  the 
rights  of  the  producers  of  Australia  when 
\ou  allow  this  company  to  say.  *'  Our  price 
is  ;£i70,ooo;  take  It  or  leave  it?"  The 
company  say  that  they  have  never  been 
able  to  pay  a  dividend,  and  that  they  can- 
not float  a  loan. 

Mr.  Hedges. — We  sell  the  stamps  fot 
the  letters  which  thev  carry. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— The  total  re- 
venue we  get  from  that  source  is  j^6o,oco 
a  year,  and  in  return  we  propose  to  give 
the  company  70,000  a  year.  Is  this 
business  in  Australia?  I  am  afraid  I  have 
come  to  the  wrong,  country. 

Mr.  WiLKs. — It  is  easy  for  the  honor- 
able member  to  go  back. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— Nay;  the 
scriptures  enjoin  us  to  go  forth  into  the 
world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  the  heathen, 
and  this  state  of  things  is  heathenism.  I  am 
going  to  stay  here  and  convert  the  honor- 
able member,  if  possible.  In  the  Uriited 
States,  we^  had  a  number  of  lines  of  steam- 
ships running  to  Louisiana,  Texas,  and  oither 
States.  There  were  fifty  or  sixty  different 
lines,  but  they  are  all  in  one  ring  now, 
tinder  Morse,  and  President  Itoosevelt  has 
ordered  the  United  States  Atttwney-General 
to  enter  an  action  against  the  trust  Mil- 
UoDs  of  pounds  of  the  people's  money  are 
going  to  the  lawyers  to  Uy  to  burst  up 


these  rings.  When  we  have  such  an  oppor- 
tunit>',  and  it  is  proposed  to  lend  the  finan- 
cial power  and  credit  of  the  Commonwealth 
to  a  private  corporatitxi  to  float  a  loan,  I 
ask,  "Why  don't  we  do  it  ourselves?'' 
Let  the  Labour  Party  withdraw  the  name 
of  Socialism,  call  it  something  else,  but  do 
it.  I  will  surrender  the  name  "  Socialism 
if  another  name  will  suit  hmorable  members 
opposite.  We  might  call  it  "The  Water 
I^ly  Rocldxiund,"  after  my  church.  Let  us 
enter  into  this  contract,  say  for  two  years, 
for  the  carriage  of  the  mails,  and  in  the 
meantime  start  to  build  our  own  line.  If 
that  is  regarded  as  socialistic,  will  honorable 
members  help  me  if  I  move  that  we  should 
buy  a  ocHitrolIing  interest  in  the  Orient 
Steam  Navigation  Company  ?  Honorable 
members  are  fond  of  Uiat  company,  and 
seem  to  feel  that  they  are  under  a  deep 
obligation  to  th^,  yet  I  found  I  had  to  pay 
just  as  much  to  them  as  to  any  other  com- 
pany when  I  wanted  to  travel. 

iir.  Mathews. — We  might  buy  a  con- 
tioliinc  interest  in  the  cwnpany,  as  Dis- 
raeli did  in  the  case  of  the  Suez  Canal. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— About  thirty 
years  ago,  Disraeli  "bought  a  controlling  in- 
terest in  the  Suez  Canal,  and  those  shares 
are  now  paying  dividends  of  28  per  cent,  to 
Great  Britain.  If  it  was  good  enough  for 
Disraeli  to  take  that  action,  honorable  mem- 
bers should  not  be  afraid  to  buy  a  cwi- 
tiolling  interest  in  this  company  with  which 
they  ate  all  so  much  in  love.  I  want  to 
see  Australia  have  a  fleet.  As  soon  as 
we  have  our  own  steam-ships,  Canada, 
South  Africa,  India,  and  England  will 
probably  follow  suit.  The  Union  Jack 
will  float  over  all  those  ships,  and  we 
shall  have  a  practical  Imperial  Federation. 
Do  honorable  members  opposite  believe  in 
the  British  Empire?  Have  they  no  faith 
in  it?  I  was  sorry  to  hear  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan  talk  about  want- 
ing coloured  men  to  man  our  ships. 

Mr.  Hedges. — The  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  Thomas. — He  regretted  that  wo 
could  not  employ  coloured  labour  if  we  de 
sired  ta 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  wish  to  be 
fair.  The  name  of  the  right  honorable 
member  few  Swan  will  live  in  Australian 
histOTy.  He  was  a  great  explorer,  and 
is  a  great  man.  He  is  a  Britisher,  who 
belie^^s  tn  the  Empire.  That  is  the  kind 
of  man  I  like.  I  am  g<iing^^(B4v>  what 
I  like  here  about      Empire;  bVar1»n  any 
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outsider  attacks  it  I  shall  be  on  the  in- 
side to  fight  the  rooster  outside.  We  want 
reforms  from  within,  fmd  not  from  with- 
out. I  do  not  believe  in  panic  scares,  but 
a  certain  great  nation  in  Europe  has  just 
voted  7.500,000  for  additions  to  its 
navy.  I  do  not  know  what  that  is  for, 
unless  it  is  to  look  after  one  specific  na- 
tion. If  that  is  so,  does  any  honorable 
member  believe  that  blackfellows  manning 
British  ships  will  lick  the  white  Europeans 
that  will  man  the  ships  of  that  great 
nation  when  the  crash  axnes? 

Mr.  Fowler. — The  naticwi  that  the 
honorable  member  refers  to  does  not  allow 
coloured  aliens  on  its  ships. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— That  is  quite 
true.  I  mention  no  names,  because  it  is 
best  for  us  not  to  name  nations,  or  talk 
war  with  them.  If  there  is  a  war,  we 
can  never  fight  the  white  men  of  Europe 
with  the  coloured  men  of  India. 

Mr.  Maloney. — Admiral  Tield,  in  the 
House  of  Commcms,  said  that  it  was  im- 
possible. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— That  is  what 
I  say.  Recently,  when  there  was  talk 
about  the  United  States  not  being  al- 
lowed to  do  certain  things,  a  fleet  of  six- 
teen battle-^ps  was  ordered  to  Manila. 
Our  trouble,  if  any,  will  come  from  the 
East,  and,  at  the  present  time,  the  United 
States  is  shouldering  our  burden  fw 
us.  But  we  cannot  expect  the  help  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  any  other  nation,  un- 
less we  are  prepared  to  help  ourselves;  and 
to  do  this  there  must  be  means  of  train- 
ing white  sailors  in  our  merdiant  service. 
The  northern  States  of  America  were  full 
of  sailors  when  the  war  broke  out,  because 
their  flag  was  flyitig  on  merchant  ships  all 
the  world  over;  but  in  the  south,  there 
were  no  sailors,  because  there,  dependence 
wras  placed  on  slavery.  I  am  sorry  to 
think  that  in  manv  countries  patriotism  is 
based  on  "boodle,"  and  public  sentiment 
and  opinion  can  be  created  and  guided  by 
means  of  money.  Boodle  is  the  demon- 
strator of  aristocratic  patriotism.  I  admit 
that  if  we  create  a  Commonwealth  fleet  of 
mail  ships,  a  great  battle  will  have  to  be 
fought  for  trade ;  but  there  is  no  need  to 
depend  on  politicians  to  conduct  business 
of  this  kind.  We  are  at  liberty  to  engage 
the  best  business  talent  in  the  country,  I'ust 
in  the  same  way  as,  if  we  were  to  establish 
the  postal  banking  system  that  I  ad- 
vocate, we  should  engage  the  services 
of  those  who  are  experienced  in  bank- 


ing. Australia  ought  to  be  the  leader  of 
the  Mo&er  Country  and  of  Canada,  but, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  we  are  behind  the  lat- 
ter place,  as  honorable  members  may  gather 
from  the  facts  in  connexion  with  preferen- 
tial trade.  If  we  adc^  the  amendment 
of  the  honOTable  member  iot  Barrier,  we 
shall,  at  the  end  of  ten  years,  have  in  our 
sinking  fund  :£735.ooo;  and  we  shall  be 
the  owners  of  better  ships  than  are  now  en- 
gaged in  the  service.  If  honorable  mem- 
bers will  irat  go  that  far,  let  us  buy  half 
of  the  interest  in  the  new  mail  steameis« 
and  thus  have  half  sodali^  and  half  in- 
dividualism. I  have  to  thank  the  hooor- 
able  member  for  Franklin  for  catling  my 
attention  to  an  injustice  whidi  is  inflicted 
upon  Tasmania  under  this  contract.  "The 
fruit-growers  of  Franklin  and  elsewhere  in 
Tasmania  have  had  to  fight  bard  enough  to 
keep  their  homes  t(M;ether,  and  it  would  be 
a  serious  matter  for  tbem  if  the  mall 
ships  should  have  it  in  their  power  to 
decline  to  call  at  Hobart.  There  might 
be  a  pliant  Postmaster-General  at  the  head 
of  affairs,  though  I  know  that  the  {^eseot 
Minister  is  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  jua- 
tice  and  righteousness.  If  there  were  in 
omtrol  of  the  Department  a  Postmaster- 
Graeral  inclined  to  meet  the  views  of  the 
shipping  company  in  this  connexion,  the 
fruit-growers  of  Tasmania  would  be  abso- 
lutely ruined.  My  contention  is  that, 
within  the  four  comers  of  this  contract,  it 
should  be  stipulated  that  the  mail  steamers 
shall  call  at  Tasmania  six  times  a  year, 
whether  thev  may  be  specially  wanted  there 
or  not.  There  is  the  finest  harbor  in  the 
world  at  Hobart,  and  the  second  finest  is 
at  Bumie.  It  will  rx>t  do  to  leave  this 
matter  in  the  discretion  of  these  gigantic 
corporations,  who  have  no  souls  to  be 
damned  or  bodies  to  be  punished.  The 
trouble  is  that  the  Government  do  not  seem 
to  have  yet  recognised  the  importance  of 
Tasmania.  That  State  entered  Federa- 
tion without  making  any  special  condition, 
although,  as  we  know,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Swan  insisted  on  special  terms  for 
Western  Australia.  The  fact  is  that  at 
the  Federal  Convention  the  antiquated  re- 
presentatives of  Tasmania  were  asleeo . 
and,  as  the  other  delegates  had  been  taught 
to  respect  old  age,  thev  were  allowed  to 
sleep  on.  I  can  remember  well  as  a  bov. 
when  the  Great  Eastern  came  to  America 
from  England,  and  people  declared  that 
she  represented  a  piece  of  follv. 
and  that  vessels  of  her  class  would 
never     be      able      to      reach  Nev 
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York  without  lightfning  their  ca^ow 
Hut  the  Great  Easttm  waa  only  an  infant 
compaxed  with  the  Lusitama.  What  I  am 
afxaid  of  is  that  within  the  ten  yean  dur- 
ing which  this  contract  is  to  run  

Mr.  Mathews. — ^Twelve  years. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— Surely  not  ? 
I  was  afraid  to  read  the  contract  carefully, 
lest  my  conscience  should  turn  against 
the  Minittiy.  My  feeling  just  now  is  that 
I  should  keep  the  members  of  the  present 
Gownmeot  in  power  until  they  die  by 
^oxion  of  tini&  I  do  not  wish  to  believe 
that  diey  have  been  guilty  of  making  sudi 
a  bod  bargain  that  I  should  be  obliged  to 
torn  against  tbem.  I  ask  the  Minister  to 
say  now  whether  he  will  have  what  I  have 
niggested  inserted  in  the  ccmtract  ? 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — ^We  should  strike 
the  proviso  out. 

Mr.  KING  CyMALLEY.— If  we  strike 
out  the  proviso,  this  soulless  corporation 
will  say,  "Our  boats  will  not  go  to  Tas< 
mania  unless  you  give  us  ;^4,ooo  <x 
;£iOiOoo,"  and  we  shall  never  see  than  un- 
less we  make  some  spedal  arrangement  of 
that  kind. 

Mr.  McWxixtAMs. — ^We  could  leave  the 
clause  in  and  stxilre  out  the  proviso. 

Mr.  KING  O'AIALLEY.— If  the  honor- 
able member  means  that  we  should  insist 
upon  these  boats  going '  to  Hobart,  I  am 
with  him  ;  but  I  want  to  have  everything  in 
blai^  and  white  when  I  deal  with  a  cor- 
poration, and  I  want  to  sleep  <xi  the  con- 
tract for  a  week  before  I  sign  it,  lest  there 
dionld  be  some  means  by  whidi  the  cor- 
poration could  escape  their  obligations.  I 
lerionsly  object  to  the  differential  rates  that 
are  known  as  "  rebates."  If  one  Mel- 
boame  merchant  is  in  a  position  to  make 
moce  advantageous  terms  with  the  steam- 
ship companies  than  are  granted  to  his  com- 
petitors, he  will  destroy  his  rivals  in  trade 
ss  Rockefeller  has  done  in  the  United 
States.  One  merchant  might  say,  "  I  shall 
ship  my  goods  by  your  steamers,  but  if  I 
do  I  shall  expect  a  30  per  cent,  rebate," 
and  the  company  mi^t  say,  "Very  well; 
we  agree,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  we 
will  give  you  a  rebate  of  30  per  cent  on 
the  freight  charged  on  your  gcwds." 

Mr.  McWnxiAUS. — ^That  kind  of  thing 
is  done  now. 

Mr.  KING  OTkfALLEY.— That  is  so; 
tnd  it  means  that  every  small  shipper  must 
go  to  the  wall.  Tlua  practice  of  granting 
i^tes  has  destroyed  hundreds  of  business 
men  in  the  United  States,  and  by  this 


means,  within  die  last  ' sixteen  yean,  one 

huge  ocHrporation  in  that  country  has  suc- 
ceeded in  plundering  the  people  of 
j^300,ooo,ooo,  which  has  been  paid  out  in 
dividends  to  the  shareholders.  There 
should  be  inserted  in  this  contract  provi- 
sion for  a  heavy  penalty  against  the  grant- 
ing of  rebates.  If  honwable  members  say 
that  those  who  feel  injured  might  appeal 
to  the  Courts,  that  would  involve  the  brief- 
ing and  refrei^ing  of  barristers,  the  fight 
would  be  continued  for  years,  and  the 
citi2«B  of  Australia  would  lose  whidiever 
way  the  case  went.  I  say  that  the  respon 
sibility  to  fight  the  steam-ship  ccMupanies 
should  not  rest  with  the  merchants,  but 
with  the  Government. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Everything  we  re- 
quire should  be  contained  within  tlie  four 
comers  of  the  contract. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— That  is  What 
I  say.  I  should  insist  upon  th:s  shipping 
corporation  keeping  out  of  rings  so  far  as 
the  trade  of  Australia  is  oncerned.  A 
good  point  was  raised  by  an  honorable 
member  here  to-day.  Ships  are  leaving 
Australia  now  every  week  fnr  England,  and 
for  ^^40,000  a  year  we  could  get  o.ir  mails 
carried  under  the  poundage  sy  tem.  Forty 
thousand  pounds  a  year  fur  ten  years,  with 
interest  at  3J  per  cent.,  would  be  ahoJt 
/*485,ooo.  If  we  take  ^^485,000  fruui 
;^2,o64,ooo,  we  have  ji^i  ,579,000,  which 
this  C(»nmonwealth  could  save  by  adopting 
the  poundage  system,  and  with  which  we 
could  start  to  build  our  own  steam- 
ships, and  so  to  push  on  the  fed- 
eration of  the  British  Empire.  J 
want  to  do  something  for  the  Empire. 
I  desire  that  years  after  we  are  dead 
and  buried  people  shall  be  able  to  say, 
*'  The  Federal  Parliament  of  Australia, 
at  such  and  such  a  time,  established 
the  British  Empire  Steam-ship  Com- 
pany. They  established  a  line  of  steamers 
owned  bv  the  Commonwealth,  and  no*' 
State-owned  vessels  are  to  be  found  in  even' 
part  of  the  Empire,  carrying  marines  and 
training  men."  Every  man  on  baird  of 
these  vessels  would  be  both  a  soldier  and 
sailor,  and  would  be  trained  to  shoot,  to 
love  the  flag  and  the  nation,  and  to  fight  for 
the  nation.  The  talk  we  hear  about  indi- 
vidual liberty  and  personal  liberty  is  ridi- 
culous. When  I  lived  among  the  Yalci 
Indians,  in  Mexico,  I  found  they  had 
individual  liberty.  They  did  as  they  liked. 
They  stood  on  their  beads' naked  they 
pleased,  and  the^a'SafeeeiKW*^^  dance 
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on  Sunday ;  but  in  civilized  countries  there 
is  no  such  thing  as  individual  liberty.  Let 
three  or  four  honorable  members  stand  at 
the  corner  of  a  street  here,  and  the  con- 
Stable  will  tell  them  to  move  cm.  The 
liberty  of  the  individual  must  be  silenced 
as  the  liberty  of  the  conununity  advances. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Even  the  Postmas- 
ter-General is  not  at  liberty  to  make  this 
contract. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— That  is  so; 
and  we  ought  to  bear  with  the  Postmaster- 
General.  It  is  bad  policy  fco*  men  to  axne 
in  here  and  denounce  individuals.  The 
policy  and  arguments  of  htMiorable  members 
opposite  may  be  bad,  but  they  are  not  them- 
selves bad.  Let  me  ask  honorable  members 
to  put  the  question  of  Socialism  aside,  and 
work  for  the  nation.  We  should  re- 
member that  we  are  not  legislating  for 
ourselves.  I  wilt  be  out  of  this  in  a  few 
years,  and  most  other  honorable  m^bers 
will  follow  me,  and  I  desire  that  the  rising 
generation  should  be  able  to  say,  "  You 
put  down  the  land-mar^s,  and  we  are  proud 
to  follow  on  the  tines  you  laid  down.  Joe 
Cook.  Wilks,  and  McWilliams  did  this.  It 
was  good  enough  for  them,  and  it  is  good 
enough  for  us  to  go  on  and  improve  upon 
them." 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [9.14].— We  have 
listened  to  practically  the  same  debate  for 
three  nights  running.  We  are  dealing  to- 
night with  a  motion  for  the  ratification  of 
a  mail  contract.  I  mention  the  fact  lest 
there  should  be  some  misunderstanding  on 
tlie  subject.  Last  night  we  dealt  with  the 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  in  con- 
nexion with  which  the  question  of  nationali- 
zation was  raised,  and  the  same  arguments 
were  used  in  discussing  that  question  then. 
We  are  told  that  we  have  either  to  accept 
or  reject  the  contract ;  that  we  cannot  amend 
it. 

Mr.  McWilliams. — Then  what  is  the 
object  of  discussing  it? 

Mr.  Maugeb. — Honorable  members  may 
take  the  responsibility  of  rejecting  it. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Apparently  if  we  dis- 
approve  of  any  part  of  the  contract,  that 
is  the  onlv  course  open  to  us.  No  hcmor- 
able  member  has  yet  expressed  entire  ap- 
proval of  the  agreement.  Some  honorable 
members  are  dissatisfied  with  the  terms, 
others  with  the  extent  of  the  subsidy,  and 
others  again  with  the  direction  of  the  con- 
tract. 

Mr.  Mauger. — It  ccmtains  forty-nine 
clauses,  and  objection  has  been  taken  to 
only  two  short  ones. 


Mr.  WILKS. — Many  of  the  clauses  are 
comparatively  unimportant.  In  his  own 
grotesque  style  the  honorable  member  for 
Darwin  has  presented  a  good  many  sound 
arguments  to  the  House.  I  have  always 
been  opposed  to  subsidies  and  subventicMis. 
Under  this  contract  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia are  called  upon  to  pay  a  large  sum 
of  money  in  order  to  provide— so  far  as  the 
carriage  of  mails  is  concerned — for  an  ac- 
celerated service  for  the  sole  benefit  of  the 
mercantile  OHnmunity.  To  the  average 
man  a  delay  of  two  days  in  the 
delivery  of  a  letter  from  the  dear  Old 
Mother  Land  is  a  matter  of  no  import- 
ance ;  but  those  who  call  themselves  anti- 
Socialist5  are  asking  the  people  to  pay  a 
subsidy  to  provide  an  accelerated  mail  ser- 
vice for  one  distinct  class.  We  find,  also, 
that  this  contract  provides,  not  merdy  fcM* 
the  carriage  of  mails,  but  ffx  the  cheap 
and  speedy  transit  of  the  products  of  cer- 
tain classes  to  the  old  world.  It  is  both 
a  mail  and  a  commercial  omtract. 

Mr.  Sinclair. — But  does  the  contract 
provide  for  the  cheap  carriage  of  perish- 
able products? 

Mr.  WILKS.— If  it  does  not  the  honor- 
able member  will  be  able  to  vote  against 
it.  If  an ti- Socialists  are  prepared  to  vote 
a  large  subsidy  to  a  company  to  secure 
special  freights  for  the  carriage  of  perish- 
able produce — for  the  benefit  of  primary 
producers — then  they  are  not  far  rempved 
htm  the  Labour  Party,  who  ask  us  to 
go  a  step  further  and  nationalize  this  ship- 
ping service.  I  am  absc^utely  opposed  to 
its  natiaializati(»i. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley.— Would  not  the 
honorable  member  meet  us  half  way  ? 

Mr.  WILKS.— No.  If  1  had  my  way 
I  should  abolish  the  subsidy  altogether, 
because  I  think  that  it  is  an  improper  im- 
post upon  thousands  of  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia who  have  iw  interest  in  this  contract. 
At  tlie  end  of  ten  years  we  shall  have 
paid  ;^r,7oo,ooo  by  way  of  subsidy  under 
this  agreement,  and  shall  have  nothing  to 
show  for  it.  And  yet  we  are  told  that  this 
is  a  good  bargain.  I  do  not  think  that  it 
is.  Whoi  the  Reid-McLean  Administra- 
tion signed  a  contract  for  a  mail  service  at 
a  subsidv  of  20.000  per  annum  they 
were  severelv  criticised,  and  yet  some  honor- 
able members  declare  that  a  CMitract  which 
provides  for  an  increased  subsidy  of 
70,000  per  annum  is  an  excellent  one 
I  admit  that  the  Orient  Steam  Navigation 
Company  has  had  a  hard^^ruggla  in  the 
•  Australian  trade.  D^i^  |yjMig^£^^o  the 
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fact  that,  unlike  the  Peninsular  and  Orien- 
tal Steam  Navigation  Company,  it  has  not 
had  an  aiudliary  trade.  The  Peninsular 
and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company 
has  an  Eastern  trade,  its  Australian  trade 
being  merely  an  auxiliary  service,  whilst 
the  German  line  of  mail  steamers,  which 
receive  a  national  subsidy,  has  not  only 
an  Australian,  but  also  a  Western  trade. 
Whether  we  give  them  a  subsidy  or  not, 
they  must,  if  they  are  to  remain  in  the 
Australian  trade,  have  new  boats.  Vessels 
like  the  Orontes  pay  well;  but  a  steamer 
like  the  which  came  into  prominence 

some  years  ago  oti  being  chartered  to  bring 
the  Duke  of  York  to  Australia,  pays  only 
when  it  is  being  used  for  yachting 
cruises  <hi  the  'Me<£terranean  and  else- 
where. It  bums  too  much  coal,  and  has 
ttxj  little  cargo  space  to  be  able  to  com- 
pete successfully  with  vessels  of  large 
carrying  capa-ity.  It  must  be  admitted 
that  the  Orient  Steam  Navigation  Com- 
pany have  always  laid  themselves  out  more 
than  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam 
Navigation  Company  to  cater  for  the  Aus- 
tralian passenger  and  goods  traffic,  though 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navi- 
gaticm  Company  are  not  quite  so  ronser- 
vative  nor  so  swagger  as  they  were  some 
vears  ago.  I  give  credit  to  the  Orient 
Steam  Navigation  Cwnpany  for  what  they 
have  done  for  the  Australian  trade,  and 
would  rather  they  than  any  other  got  this 
contract.  They  have  paid  wily  four  or 
five  dividends;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  must  be  ronembered  that  their  man- 
agerial and  office  expenses  are  very  heavy. 
They  have  also  had  great  losses,  and 
suffer  for  lack  of  an  auxiliary  and  feeding 
service.  This  is,  however,  an  excellent 
bargain  for  them.  They  are  to  get 
70,000  a  year  for  ten  years,  to  do  what 
thev  would  have  been  ccanpelled  by  com- 
petition to  do  in  any,  case — to  shorten  the 
joumev  from  England  by  fifty-eight  hours. 
But  the  public  is  being  asked  to  pay  too 
much  for  this  gain.  That  would  be  ad- 
mitted bv  any  body  of  persons  outside  the 
mercantile  communitv.  The  people  at 
large  will  not  be  in  favour  of  ^  paying 
,j!^i7o,ooo  a  year  merelv  to  get  their  letters 
from  England  fiftv-eight  hours  earlier. 
The  days  of  subsidies  have  nearly  g<MW. 
A  few  years  ago  in  England  a  strmg 
pfTort  was  made  to  abolish  subsidies ;  but 
they  were  revived  because  Germany  was 
subsidizinc;  Geirnan  vessels,  not  to  obtain 
mail  services,  but  to  assist  in  building  up 


a  navy,  to  encourage  oolonizaticm,  and  to 
force  her  trade  upwi  the  outer  world.  The 
last  mail  contract  has,  after  moiths  of 
haggling,  fallen  through.  The  sum  of 
;£25,ooo  for  which  security  was  given  has 
not  >et  been  recovered. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — We  shall  get  it. 

Rlr.  WILKS.— I  should  like  to  know 
that  it  was  safe  in  the  Treasury.  The 
honorable  gentleman  thought  that  he  had 
made  his  position  safe,  but,  although  no 
one  would  call  him  a  fool,  or  say  that  he 
could  not  see  through  a  sharp  deal,  ap- 
parently those  with  whom  he  negotiated 
were  too  shrewd  fxyt  him.  Another  objec- 
tion I  have  to  the  proposed  contract  is 
that  it  is  for  too  long  a  period.  The 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan  said  th:it 
things  would  hardly  get  into  working  ord>.T 
before  we  should  be  thinking  of  renewii.g 
the  ctxitract,  though  afterwards  he  ad- 
mitted that  the  term  was  a  little  too  long. 
I  do  not  know  why  we  should  not  seek 
to  amend  this  clause  of  the  contract. 
Surely  the  Orient  Steam  Navigation  Com- 
pany are  not  in  stich  a  strong  position  that 
they  can  say  that  thev  will  not  omsent  to 
alter  a  mere  draft  agreement. 

Mr.  Atkinson.  —  This  is  a  signed 
contract. 

Mr.  WILKS.— It  has  been  signea 
merely  subject  to  the  approval  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  I  do  not  see  why  Ministers 
should  not  accept  amendments  in  it.  li 
Parliament  amended  it,  they  could  draw 
up  a  fresh  agreement,  and  say,  "  Are  you 
prepared  to  accept  the  will  of  Parliament, 
or  will  >ou  forego  the  contract  alto- 
gether"? No  one  can  foretell  the 
changes  which  the  next  twelve  years  may 
bring.  The  increased  use  of  turbines, 
the  substituticHi  of  oil  for  coal  as  a  fuel, 
and  other  improvements  are  all  tending  to 
increase  speed  and  to  reduce  cost,  while 
the  tnv^tive  genius  of  the  world  is  directed 
towards  discovering  still  further  improve- 
ments. Another  reas(»i  why  I  sav  that 
the  term  of  the  proposed  contract  is  too 
long,  is  that  we  have  no  right  to  bind  the 
public  for  twelve  years.  We  do  not  know 
that  before  the  end  of  that  time  there 
will  not  be  a  strong  desire  for  the  na- 
tionalization of  this  service. 

Mr.  Carr. — The  people  would  vote  for 
it  now,  if  there  were  a  referendum. 

Mr.  WILKS. — If  my  elect(»s  gave  me 
anv  mandate,  it  was  against  nationalization, 

not  only  ?f ,  ^loigfe bw  ®o6Sl£ 
shipping  mdustry.     All   wno  (smod  as 
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anti-Socialists  must  oppose  naticxialization 
in  any  form.  I  admit  that  the  proposed 
ezperimeot  offers  more  probatHlity  of  suc- 
cess than  others  that  could  be  undertaken, 
because  the  possibilities  of  profit  and  loss 
are  clearly  ascertainable.  If  we  once  com- 
mence an  enterprise  of  this  kind,  we  shall 
have  to  continue  it.  But,  apart  altoge^er 
from  my  objection  to  na^xuUiatioa,  I  am 
opposed  to  the  proposal  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Barrier  on  the  ground  that  we 
have  already  too  many  public  servants  in 
Australia.  I  can  remember  when  the  fore- 
most radicals  of  the  Labour  Party  in  New 
South  Wales  used  to  speak  of  the  civil  ser- 
vants as  parasites,  as  men  in  easy  billets, 
who  do  little  for  the  money  tliey  draw.  I 
do  not  wish  to  add  another  Department  to 
the  Commonwealth  Public  Service.  I  do  not 
want  to  make  Australia  a  gigantic  civil  ser- 
vice. It  is  believed  that  five-sixths  the 
public  service  now  wte  for  labour  candi- 
dates, which  mav  be  the  reason  whv  the 
Labour  Party  defends  the  service  so  stoutlv. 

Mr.  King  O'Mmjjey. — ^We  want  to  raise 
the  standard  of  wages. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  admit  that  our  public 
servants,  generally  speaking,  do  their  work 
well;  but  I  do  not  think  that  we  should 
create  more.  Those  who  are  in  favour  of 
spending  ;£r7o,ooo  a  year  to  get  a  quicker 
mail  service  for  the  mercantile  community, 
and  to  obtain  lower  freights  and  better 
conditions  for  the  shippers  of  primary  pro- 
duce, are  sailing  perilously  near  to  na- 
ti(»ialization.  By  supporting  a  proposal 
of  this  kind,  they  are  supporting  a  pro- 
posal for  extffiiding  the  sphere  of  govern- 
mental activity.  While  they  are  desirous 
of  spending  the  people's  money  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  metx:antile  and  commercial 
classes,  the  Labour  Party  have  a  right  to 
ask  that  the  interests  of  the  masses  ^all 
also  be  considered.  Coming  now  to  the 
labour  question,  I  have  always  been  an  ad- 
vocate for  the  employment  of  white  labour. 
I  have  differed  from  my  leader  upon  that 
subject.  I  am  absolutely  in  accord  with 
that  porticm  of  the  agreement  which  renders 
the  employment  of  white  labour  upon  our 
mail  steamers  compulsory.  '  My  reason  is 
that  Australia  has  vet  to  build  up  her  mer- 
cantile marine  and  her  naval  forces,  and 
she  cannot  accomplish  these  things  unless 
she  provides  emploj-ment  for  her  own  sea- 
men. To-day  Great  Britain  experiences 
considerable  difficulty  in  manning  her  ves- 
sels with  people  of  our  own  race.  I  have 
heard  it  said  that  the  coloured  alien  makes 


a  better  fireman  than  does  the  white  man, 
S{)eaking  with  some  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject, I  say  that  he  does  noL  But  the  truth 
is  that  the  lascar  is  more  amenable  to  dis> 
cipline.  If  (Hie  were  to  ask  an  engineer 
on  board  our  mail  steamen  what  class  of 
firemen  be  piefened,  bis  answer  would  al- 
ways be  in  favour  of  the  w^te  man 
twenty-four  hours  after  the  vessel  had  left 
port.  For  the  first  twenty-four  hours  the 
white  man  is  disposed  to  be  rather  restive, 
but  after  that  he  settles  down  to  his  work 
and  is  in  reality  equal  to  three  coloured 
men.  Take  the  case  of  Britaih^s  warships 
by  way  of  illustration.  Are  they  manned 
by  coloured  firemen?  The  stokcliold  of 
H.MS.  Powerful  is,  I  venture  to  say^ 
from  seven  to  ei{^t  degrees  hotter  than  are 
the  stoke-bolds  in  our  mail  steamers.  Yet 
lUMK  save  white  men  are  employed  there. 
It  is  merely  a  question  of  the  payment  of 
a  standard  wage.  One  of  the  redeeming 
features  of  the  Orient  Steam  Nangation 
Company  has  been  that  up  till  very  recently 
they  voluntarily  manned  their  vessels  with 
white  labour.  When  the  Labour  Party  in 
this  House  submitted  their  proposal  ii» 
favour  of  the  nationalization  of  our  mail 
service  they  knew  very  well  that  it  would 
not  be  carried.  Had  they  desired  to  carry 
it,  why  did  they  not  submit  it  in  tbe  Senate, 
where  they  have  a  majority  ?  The  Govern- 
ment would  then  have  had  either  to  accept 
or  reject  it.  To  those  who  talk  so  much 
about  Socialism  and  Christianity,  I  would 
commend  the  statement  of  a  German 
writer^  ~ 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^^Germany  again  ! 

Mr.  WILKS.— Xeariy  all  authoritative 
authors  ujx>n  Socialism  are  Germans.  The 
writer  wham  I  have  in  mind  declared  that 
the  great  distinction  between  Christianity 
and  Socialism  wns  that  the  former  means 
"  Mine  is  thine."  whilst  the  latter  means 
"  Thine  is  mine." 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — He  krew  a  great 
deal  about  Socialism. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Undoubtedly  he  did. 
There  arc  honoralile  members  of  this  House 
who  were  as  well  versed  in  the  subject  of 
Socialism  twenty  years  ago  as  is  the  honor- 
able member  to-day.    1  shgll  move — 

That  the  following  words  be  added  to  the- 
motion,  '•  Subject  to  the  ioc!iis=on  in  the  Acrrc- 
meot  of  a  clause  providing  that  whenever  prac- 
ticable the  mail  steamers  shall  be  docked  in- 
Au^tralia." 

Now  the  words  "  whenever  practicable 
do  not  imply  that  we  have~Jirst  to  .inquire 
whether  we  have  tt^ijaeo^^af^Q^iiBg  ac- 
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oommodatioa.  There  is  no  doubt  that  we 
have.  There  are  two  docks  to  my  knowledge 
which  can  accommodate  the  largest  ships 
trading  with  Australia.  They  will  aocom- 
modate  H.M.S.  Powerfidt  which  draws 
more  water  gcnng  over  the  ull  than  do  the 
mail  steamers.  The  Postmaster-General  is 
nominally  respcmsible,  though  the  coatract 
was  laid  befwe  the  House  by  the  Prime 
Minister.  The  honorable  gentleman  him- 
self said  nothing  on  its  behalf.  But  if 
we  insert  conditions  f«  the  benefit  of  the 
commercial  community,  it  is  only  fair  that 
Australia  should  have  the  benefit  of  some 
of  the  docking.  I  do  not  uk  that  Hba 
vessels  diall  docked  here  during  their 
periodical  overhauling.  What  I  mean  is 
simply  that  whenever  practicable  they  shall 
be  docked  in  Australia. 

Mr.  Mauges. — The  ccxnpany  could  not 
do  it  as  a  regular  thing.  There  would  not 
be  time. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  vessels  spend  the 
same  period  in  port  at  this  end  as  they  do 
in  London.  The  ex-Postmaster -General 
would  not  insert  a  provision'  as  to  docking 
in  die  last  contract^  but  he  secured  a  verbal 
undertaking  from  the  omtractors.  Cannot 
the  present  Postmaster-General  do  that? 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  ccHnpany  will  do 
tb^  best,  but  they  will  not  include  a  pn> 
visiOT  in  the  contract. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  simply  mean  that  the 
ships  should  be  docixd  here  whenever  prac- 
ticable. My  desire  is  that  Australia  shall 
have  its  share  of  the  docking.  Those  who 
are  protectionists  and  believe  in  the  employ- 
mait  of  our  own  labour  should  support  me 
in  this  respect,  because  I  can  assure  diem 
that  there  are  thousands  of  people  who 
would  every  year  main  snsething  out  of 
the  dodcing  of  the  vessels  here.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Lang  has  moved  a  very 
useful  amendment,  which  I  shall  support. 
He  asks  that  the  term  of  the  contract  shall 
be  reduced  to  seven  vears.  That  should  be 
quite  enough.  Surelv  the  coropanv  do  not 
require  a  guarantee  of  ten  years  before  they 
will  undertake  the  rontrgct. 

Mr.  MAtiGEH. — They  do. 

Mr.  WILKS. — It  is  not  to  be  supposed 
that  the  Orient  Steam  Navigation  Ccnnpany 
intend  to  go  out  <^  the  Australian  trade. 
Thev  intend  to  fight  for  business  as  hard  as 
they  can.  The  mere  fact  erf  reducing  the 
term  from  ten  to  seven  years  will  not  vitiate 
die  agreement.  But  we  shall  be  able  to 
■uke  Ireib  amngements  both  a*  to  frdgfati 


and  fares  if  we  provide  for  the  shorter 
term.  I  do  not  think  that  the  Australian 
public  will  receive  an  adequate  recompense 
for  the  j^i, 700,000  which  th^  will  pay 
to  this  company  in  the  ten  years.  At 
the  end  of  the  period  we  shall  have 
nothing  to  show  for  our  money.  I  quite 
agree  with  the  hpnorable  member  for  Bar- 
rier in  that  respect,  though  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  vote  for  nationalization,  which 
would  mean  creating  another  branch  of  the 
Public  Service.  But  if  the  Labour  Party 
increase  in  power,  they  may  desire  to  sub- 
mit a  scheme  ioc  a  national  steam-ship  wx- 
vice  before  the  end  of  ten  years.  Why 
should  they  be  clewed  for  so  long  a  period  ? 

Mr.  Mauger. — We  can  buy  the  ^ips  at 
any  time. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Yes  >  at  a  price. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Of  course;  we  could  not 
get  them  without  a  price. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  mean  that  we  can  buy 
them  at  the  company's  own  price. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  price  will  be  fixed  by 
arbitraticm. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  was  not  aware  of  that, 
which  is  a  fair  condition.  I  again  ask  hon- 
orable members  to  support  me  in  regard  to 
the  docking  additions,  which  might  be 
made  the  subject  of  a  supplementary 
agreement. 

Mr.  Maugbs. — We  will  try  to  get  all 
we  can  for  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Why  not  embody  the 
ccmdition  in  an  agreement? 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^We  cannot  do  that ;  the 
h<morabIe  member  must  know  that  this  con- 
tract has  CHily  been  arrived  at  after  enor- 
mous struggle  and  toil. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Well,  there  is  not  a  Bill 
which  Parliament  ccmsiders  that  is  not  the 
result  of  enormous  struggle  and  toil.  But 
do  we  trouUe  about  that?  We  simply 
slash  Bills  to  pieces  if  we  do  not  like  them. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — ^The  company  will 
not  drop  it ;  they  have  too  good  a  thing  on. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  House  has  either  to 
accept  this  agreement  or  reject  it. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Very  well,  then,  if 
the  Minister  talks  like  that,  let  us  reject  it. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Does  the  honor- 
able member  say  that  he  would  vote  for  re- 
jecting this  contract? 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Yes,  if  we  cannot 
get  it  in  the  form  that  we  desire ;  and  then 
throw  out  the  Government  for  agreeing  to 
it. 

Mr.  Austin 
member  and  tus  piBfiy^ufe^rstrdig  er>ough 
todothat- 
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Mr.  WILKS.— I  begin  to  think  that  the 
Pobtmaster-General  and  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs  are  the  champion 
bluffers  of  Australia.  I  used  to  think  that 
our  Christian  friend,  the  Postmaster- 
General,  was  too  sincere  to  be  a  bluffer, 
but  I  have  changed  opinion  after  his 
attempt  to  make  us  beliew  that  the  Orient 
Steam  Navigation  Company  would  throw 
up  a  good  thing  for  the  small  detail  which 
I  am  asking  for.  Now,  the  Labour  Party 
either  mean  business  or  they  do  not.  Are 
they  serious  in  regard  to  their  amendment? 

Mr.  Mauges. — NaticHialization  means,  of 
course,  throwing  out  the  vhaie  ocmtract 

Mr.  WILKS.— Does  the  Minister  say 
that  we  cannot  alter  a  wwd  of  it? 

Mr.  Mauger.— I  say  that  the  House  has 
either  to  accept  it  or  reject  it.  If  the  House 
votes  for  nationalizaticm  it  means  rejection. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Surely  the  Minister  does 
not  mean  to  say  that  a  little  amendment 
providing  for  the  docking  of  ships  would 
cause  the  Orient  Steam  Navigati<»i  Com- 
pany to  surrender  their  ctmtract?  It  is 
absurd. 

Mr.  Mauges. — Such  an  amendment 
would  vitiate  the  ccmtract,  because  we 
should  have  to  go  all  over  the  ground 
again.  Then  we  should  have  to  wait  until 
the  Senate  met,  send  home  to  London,  and 
make  an  entirely  fresh  arrangement. 

Mr.  WILKS.— We  axe  not  children.  The 
Postmaster- General  is  not  talking  to  a  Sun- 
day School  now. 

Mr.  Maugeh.— Unfortunately,  I  know 
that  perfectly  well. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  wish  he  would  recog- 
nise it,  and  not  talk  so  childishly  about  this 
matter.  The  representatives  of  the  Orient 
Steam  Nakvigation  Company  signed  this 
agreement  on  the  distinct  understanding  that 
it  was  subject  to  the  approval  of  Parlia- 
ment. It  is  not  a  live  document  until  it 
has  been  approved  bv  Parliament.  How 
can  we  vitiate  something  which  is  not  alive? 
I  think  I  now  understand  why  the  Post- 
master-General has  neither  attempted  to  ex- 
plain this  agreement  nor  to  defend  it.  Had 
he  done  so,  he  would  have  made  a  ten  times 
more  miserable  job  of  it  than  he  has  done 
by  his  interjections.  I  now  imderstand  why 
the  Honorable  Samuel  Mauger  merelv  lent 
his  name  to  this  document,  whilst  the  Prime 
Minister  did  all  the  work,  and  he  is  well 
advised  bv  the  Cabinet. 

Mr.  Maloney.— It  is  a  fair  division  of 
labour. 

Mr  WILKS.— It  is  so  far  as  the  Post- 
■'leneral  is  concerned.    I  am  not  at 
ised  at  the  Cabinet  saying  to  him, 


"  Drop  the  contract  on  the  table ;  do  not 
attempt  to  say  a  word  about  it."  I  ask 
honwable  members  are  they  so  childish  as 
to  believe  that  the  mere  carrying  of  any 
amendment,  except  that  of  the  hcwiorable 
member  for  Barrier,  is  going  to  vitiate  the 
contract?  I  hope  that  my  amendment  will 
be  carried. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[9-55]- — In  a  deliberative  and  statute- 
buiidmg  assembly  like  this  we  can  hardly 
expect  arguments  to  have  any  effect.  If 
they  had  any  effect  our  proposal  to  estab- 
lish a  national  miul  service  would  have  been 
carried  bv  this  time.  I  feel  very  disap- 
pointed. Because  I  had  hopes  that  the  age 
of  reason  would  come  in  my  time.  In 
putting  off  the  acceptance  of  our  pro- 
posal for  twelve  years  the  Cwnmonwealth 
will  lose  a  golden  opportunity  of  building 
and  owning  a  mail  fleet.  Like  all  Heaven- 
born  politicians,  I  had  an  idea  as  well  as 
other  honorable  members.  I  believed — 
although  I  may  be  called  Utopian  for 
holding  the  opinicm — ^that  we  had  a  splen- 
did opportunity  of  not  only  owning  a  mail 
fleet,  but  also  combining  in  that  fleet  part 
of  our  defence  from. the  sea  stand-point. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Let  us  run  the  steamers 
as  torpedo  boats. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber may  run  a  wheelbarrow  for  a  torpedo 
boat  for  all  I  care.  I  am  endeavouring  to 
express  what  I  consider  common-sense.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  nations  of  Europe 
have  been  subsidizing  their  mail  boats  to 
act  as  auxiliary  fleets,  is  it  out  of  the  wav 
to  imagine  that  Australia  could  build  and 
own  a  fleet  of  mail  steamers  which  could 
when  required  act  as  cruisers  ?  What  could 
be  better  for  us,  so  fax  distant  as  we  are 
from  the  Old  World,  than  to  own  mail 
steam-ships  able  to  act  as  cniisen  or  men* 
of-war,  and  to  defend  themsdves  whoi 
carrying  the  comm^ce  of  Australia?  Thei* 
is  nothing  far-fetched  in  that  idea.  It  can 
be  grasped.  I  suppose,  by  even  the  most 
dense  member  either  here  or  elsewhere.  We 
are  asked  to  sanction  an  annual  expendi- 
ture of  70,000,  and  I  believe  that 
;^i2o,ooo  of  that  sum  would  be  lost.  For 
what  purpose?  To  carry  the  mails  a  little 
more  quickly,  and  to  give  a  little  Socialism 
to  those  who  say  that  they  do  not  want  it, 
namely,  the  commerdal  men.  That  is  what 
it  really  means.  The  commercial  men  who 
are  represented  in  the  Oppositicxi  comer, 
on  the  Opcnsition  benches,  and  also,  I  be- 
lieve, on  the  Government  benches,  and  who 
have  always  decried  any  proposal  with  & 
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sodalistic  tendency,  will  under  thi»  very 
contract  get  as  large  a  slice  of  Socialism  as 
tbey  can  hope  to  get  in  one  bite. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — It  does  not  make  them 
sick,  either. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— It  would  take  a  lot 
of  that  kind  of  Socialism  to  make  the  cdii- 
merdal  men  of  Aiotralia  sick.  We  have 
heard  a  great  deal  here  concerning  our 
■ea-g(Mng  defmce,  and  the  building  of 
cniiserft.  We  are  told  that  we  are  wast- 
ing time  in  that  regard,  and  that  if  we 
attempt  to  do  anything  different  from 
what  is  d<x>e  by  the  Mother  Country, 
ve  shall  be  doing  scxnething  wrong. 
Perhaps  if  we  built  a  fleet  of  ships  for 
both  mail  and  commercial  purposes,  the 
coQuneicial  men  might  say,  "  We  will  not 
gjjne  }0u  any  assistance."  I  suppose  that 
tinse  who  had  butter,  meat,  and  wool  to 
send  Home  would  not  emfrfoy  Govemmoit- 
owned  ships,  because  they  do  not  believe 
m  Socialism  when  it  operates  i^ainst  thdr 
dass. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley.— But  they  would 
have  to  pay  just  the  same. 

Mr,  MATHEWS.— Yes.  Seeing  that 
the  State  is  ^gaged  in  the  carriage  of  goods 
throughout  Australia  by  land,  what  great 
stretch  of  imagination  is  it  to  suppose  that 
it  could  operate  in  tliat  direction  on  water, 
io  spite  of  ail  the  oppositicm  which  might 
be  offered  to  its  boats?  There  is  one  point 
on  which  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier 
and  I  will  always  differ.  During  his  ad- 
dress, he  expressed  the  oiMnion  that  the  mail 
ships  of  the  Conunonwealth  must  be  built 
in  the  Old  Country,  as  there  was  no  pos- 
sible chance  of  getting  them  built  in  Aus- 
tralia. Some  honorable  members  remarked 
that  the  boats  could  be  built  here  at  a 
nice,  and  tfie  price  seemed  to  bar  their 
local  construction.  Suppose  that  it  did 
cost  Australia  j^i  00,000  more  per  boat  to 
have  the  fleet  built  here?  We  shall  have 
to  start  building  our  boats  at  some  time  or 
other.  Could  a  start  in  that  direction  be 
made  at  a  better  time  than  when  the  Com- 
monwealth Government,  in  making  this 
contract,  and  bringing  into  existence  a  fleet 
in  respect  of  which  the  people  of  Australia 
will  pay  an  annual  subsidv  of  yTi  70,000 
for  ten  years  7  I  could  have  no  obfection 
to  honorable  membCTS  on  the  other  side, 
like  the  honorable  member  for  North  Syd- 
ney and  the  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta,  onposin?  tTie  local  construction  of 
raul  lioats.  But  when  T  see  protectionists 
who  at  other  times  say  that  we  can  do  this 


and  that  in  Australia  joining  sides  with 
those  who  say  that  we  cannot  at  any  time 
build  ships,  I  am  deeply  disappointed.  If 
we  do  not  make  a  start  we  never  will  build 
any  ships.  It  was  on  that  point  that  I 
differed  from  the  honorable  member  for 
Barrier. 

Mr.  Thomas. — I  hold  that  at  present  it 
is  impossiUe. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— To  the  mechanics  of 
Australia  nothing  is  impossUfle.  They  can 
do  anything  wfaidi  can  be  doas  in  any  other 
part  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Move  an  amoidment. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  again  at  his  wheel-barrow  torpedo 
boat  I  suppose  that  if  there  were  some 
fishing  boats  to  be  constructed  here  he 
might  be  more  interested.  I  believe  that 
I  am  striking  a  note.  We  could  despatch 
OUT  maib  on  the  poundage  system  by 
various  steamm  trading  to  our  pOTts,  and 
if  we  are  not  ready  now  to  enter  upon  the 
construction  of  a  Federal  fleet,  perhaps  in 
two  or  three  years  we  might  be  prepared 
to  take  that  step.  Is  there  an  honorable 
member  who  does  not  believe  that  during 
the  next  ten  years  the  commercial  world, 
and  the  sea-going  boats  may  be  revolu- 
ti(Hiized?  Here  we  are  asked  to  conmit 
the  CommcKiwealth  to  a  contract  service 
for  a  period  of  ten  years,  and  to  foreeo  an 
oppcntunity,  which  may  not  recur  for  a 
period  of  fifty  years,  of  tningii^  into  ex- 
istence a  fleet  whidi  would  be  beneficial 
not  only  to  the  commercial  classes,  but  also 
to  the  men  who  are  looking  for  work 
whereby  they  may  earn  a  living.  I  do 
not  wish  to  discuss  this  matter  at  alt  ex- 
haustively, but  I  had  hoped  that  before 
the  expiration  of  twelve  years  Australia 
would  cease  to  be  dependent  upcm  a  pri- 
vate corporation  for  the  carriage  of  its 
mails.  We  have  been  told  by  the  Govern- 
ment that  we  must  ather  accept  the  con- 
tract or  leave  it  alcMie.  I  shall  vote 
against  their  motion.  Those  who  wish 
to  see  any  amendments  made  in  the  con- 
tract will,  of  course,  do  just  as  they  like. 
I  believe  that  in  voting  for  its  ratification 
honorable  members  will  be  foregoing  an 
opportunity  which  Australia  will  not  have 
imtil  the  expiration  of  twelve  years.  I 
shall  not  be  one  of  those  who  will  vote 
to  throw  away  a  glorious  ot^rtunitv  to 
benefit  the  people  of  Australia,  especially 
the  workers. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS  (Franklin)  rio..^1. 
— This  is  the  third  occasion  on  which  the 
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House  has,  since  I  became  a  member  of 
it,  been  called  upon  to  ratify  a  mail  con- 
tract. If  there  has  been  anything  whidi 
was  likely  to  convert  hwiorable  members 
to  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber f<«  Barrier  it  has  been  the  blunderii^ 
and  muddling  in  connexion  with  those 
three  contracts.  The  first  contract  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  in  my  time  was  made 
by  Mr.  Sydney  Smith,  as' Postmaster-Gen- 
eral, CXI  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  Go- 
vernment. I  was  one  of  the  few  members 
supporting  the  then  Government  who  op- 
posed its  ratificatiwi,  believing  that  it 
was  not  a  satisfactory  oat.  How- 
,ever,  it  was  approved.  Then  we  had 
what  is  known  as  the  "  Croker  contract," 
which,  in  my  opinion,  should  not  have  been 
submitted  to  the  House,  because  it  was 
a  bit  of  syndicate-mongering  frtxn  start  to 
finish.  We  all  remember  the  eulogistic 
terms  in  which  it  was  recommended  for 
our  approval.  How  is  the  present  con- 
tract submitted?  Hcmorabie  members  are 
told  by  the  Government,  "  Here  is  the 
contract.  You  can  discuss  its  provisions, 
but  if  you  alter  a  word  in  them  it  will  be 
withdrawn." 

Mr.  King  O'Mauxy.— Let  them  with- 
draw it  I    Who  cares? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  agree  with  the 
honorable  member.  That  is  not  the  way 
in  which  a  contract  of  this  kind  should 
have  been  presented  to  the  representatives 
of  the  States  for  their  approval. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — One  would  think  that 
the  syndicate  was  greater  than  Parliament. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— Aaxffding  to  the 
Government,  this  Parliament,  representing 
the  whole  of  the  people  of  Australia,  is  to 
go  down  on  its  knees  to  a  company  be- 
cause the  CMnpany  may  say,  "  If  you  do  not 
take  the  contract  which  we  now  offer  we  will 
withdraw  it,  and  you  cannot  get  a  contract 
anywhere  else."  That  is  mere  empty  bluff. 
Let  any  one  analyse  the  figures,  and  see 
whether  or  not  the  contract  is  one  that  the 
company  will  withdraw  from.  We  are  to 
pay  the  company  70,000  a  year  for 
ten  years.  They  are  to  build  five  new 
boats,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  ;£3oo,ooo 
each.  That  means  that  the  Commonwealth 
will  absolutely  buy  those  boats,  and  pre- 
sent them  to  the  company,  givinjf  them  a 
substantial  sum  in  addition  to  assist  to  nm 
the  boats.  The  five  new  boats  will  cost 
./?i.5oo-ooo.  interest  upon  which,  at  5  per 
cent.,  is  j£75'*»o  per  anmmi.  Corne- 
<iuently    we   axe   giving    the  company 


;^9S.<»o  per  year  after  making  them  a  pre- 
sent of  their  boats.  That  is  the  contract  in 
which  we  are  told  that  the  Commonwealth 
IS  making  such  a  splendid  deal  that  if  a 
word  of  it  is  altered  it  will  be  rejected,  and 
we  shall  have  to  go  down  on  our  knees  to 
the  company.  I  f  the  contract  is  not  altered, 
I  shall  be  one  to  assist  to  the  utmost  of 
my  ability  to  give  the  company  an  oppoiv 
tunity  of  saying  what  they  will  do  if  we 
refuse  to  accept  it. 

Mr.  CkoucH.— It  is  a  triumph  for  Mr. 
Mauger  I 

Mr,  Mauger.— That  is  what  the  Senate 
said. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— We  are  not  here 
to  discuss  what  the  Senate  said  or  did.  It 
is  hardly  necessary  to  deal  with  that  aspect 
of  the  case  any  longer,  because  the  figures 
speak  for  themselves.  We  are  asked  to  tie 
the  hands  of  the  Commonwealth,  by  the 
mterim  contract  and  the  nev  contract,  for 
twelve  years,  although  it  has  been  pointed 
out  very  forcibly  that,  within  that  period, 
the  whole  of  the  commercial  lelations 
of  Australia  with  the  rest  of  the  world 
may  be  entirely  revolutionized.  .  Even 
if  that  happens  there  will  be  no 
possibility  of  our  getting  out  of  the 
payment  of  this  large  sum,  and  the  rates 
which  we  fix  now  are  to  be  quite  unalter- 
able.  The  contract  is  not  a  good  one;  it  is 
aJtogether  in  favour  of  the  company;  it  is 
an  exceedingly  bad  one,  from  a  financial 
stand-pc»nt,  for  the  people  of  Australia, 
and  I  protest  once  more  against  such  a  pro- 
posal being  thrown  on  the  table  without  a 
word  of  explanation,  while  this  House,  re- 
presentins:  the  people  of  Australia,  is  told 
that  it  must  not  alter  a  comma  lest  the  com- 
pany drop  the  contract.  One  very  impor- 
tant point,  which  it  was  the  txmnden  duty 
of  the  Postmaster-General  to  explain  to  the 
House,  has  not  been  touched  upwi  yet.  We 
are  fixing  in  this  contract  for  the  first  time 
maximum  rates  for  the  mail  company  to 
charge  for  the  carriage  of  produce,  and  we 
are  also  preventing  any  differential  charges 
being  made  as  between  the  different  States. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Does  the  honorable 
member  think  that  there  should  be  differ* 
ential  charges? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  do  not  say  sol 
I  am  referring  to  the  conditions  in  the  con- 
tract. Who  is  to  allot  the  space  among  the 
States?  Who  is  to  prevent  any  man  or 
company  in  one  State  from  contracting  for* 
the  whole  of  the  space,  to  <?i5(C|stc»fe«t  ot 
dK  other  SUte8?-°'9'^'^"^^ 
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Mr.  Maugek. — Who  prevents  that  now? 

Mr.  McWILUAMS.— Do  I  undentand 
the  P«tnia8tcr-G«ieral  to  say  that  there  is 
to  be  no  regulation  in  this  regard,  and  that 
we  are  to  fix  the  maximum  charges  and 
ieave  it  to  any  speculator  to  contract  fcx 
the  whirfe  space,  thus  putting  the  pro- 
ducers of  Australia  at  his  njercy  ?  Is  no 
provision  made  ios  a  fair  distributicm  of 
the  space,  so  that  the  producer,  in  whose 
intoest  these  conditions  are  inserted,  and 
not  the  middleman,  niay  get  the  benefit? 
If  there  is  no  such  provisiwi,  the  House 
should  be  doubly  careful  before  ratifying 
the  agreement.  A  very  serious  responsi- 
bilitv  will  rest  upon  the  Postmaster-General 
in  this  r^ard.  There  is  only  one  fair 
way  in  which  the  cOTtract  can  be  carried 
out.  For  instance,  provision  is  made  for 
the  carriage  of  butter.  If  New  South 
Wales  exports  half  the  butter  from  Austra- 
lia, half  thfi  space,  and  no  more,  should 
be  allotted  to  her.  If  Victoria  exports 
one-tlidrd,  she  should  have  one-third  of  the 
space,  and  no  more.  Other  States  should 
have  their  fair  share  reserved  for  them, 
and  speculators  in  the  larger  centres  should 
be  prevented  from  mopping  up  the  space 
and  blackmailing  the  producers  elsewhere 
before  they  can  touch  it. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Does  the  honor- 
able monbtt  contend  that  we  should  rent 
all  the  space  and  take  the  risk  of  filling 
H? 

Mr,  McWILLIAMS.— If  we  compel  the 
cOTipany  to  provide  a  certain  amount  of 
space  and  fix  the  charges  in  the  interests 
of  the  producers,  the  Postmaster-General 
should  sec  that  each  contributing  State  re- 
ceives fair  plav.  The  Government  have 
now  interfered  in  these  matters.  I  do  not 
say  that  they  should  rent  the  space  and 
distribute  it.  But  unless  they  see  that 
evfa  contnbntin^  State  gets  fiur  plav.  the 
State  which  has  the  first  port  of  call  will 
have  the  others  at  its  mercy. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Has  that  ever  happened  ? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— We  have  never 
had  conditions  such  as  these  before.  Hither- 
to, there  has  been  fair  open  competition 
between  the  States,  who  have  bargained 
privately  for  their  own  space,  and  secured 
it. 

Mr.  Ausnif  Chatoan.— They  can  do 
that  now. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— That  interjection 
dwws  that  the  Government  have  not  given 
the  subject  the  slightest  consideration.  The 
States  cannot  do  it  now,  because  the  Go- 


venmmit  have  fixed  in  tbe  agreonent  the 
maximmn  charges  whidi  can  be  made,  and 

there  will  be  oo  possiMlity  of  competittao. 
I  give  the  Govemmoit  credit  for  the  maxi- 
mum  charges  which  they  have  fixed,  and 
which  are  distinctly  favorable  so  far  as 
fruit  is  oxicemed. 

Mr.  Maugei. — Are  they  not  favorable  ii» 
the  case  of  butter? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— The  advantage  is 
not  nearly  so  great  in  the  case  of  batter. 
There  are  companies  now  carrying  butter 
from  Australia  at  a  lower  rate  than  is 
fixed  in  the  agreement,  so  that  the  advan- 
tage as  regards  butter  is  not  appreciable. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapuar — ^All  the  butter 
experts  say  the  contrary. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— The  Prime  Min- 
ister distinctly  said  quite  the  reverse  of  what 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  now 
says.  We  have  been  told  that  one  company  is 
carrying  at  is.  tod.  a  box,  and  that  ar- 
rangements are  being  made  wber^  this 
company  shall  raise  the  charge  to  as.  So 
far  as  the  carriage  of  fruit  in  the  mail 
boats  is  concerned,  there  is  a  distinct  re- 
duction  in  price.  We  have  been  paying  to 
the  mail  boats,  under  private  contract,  up 
to  3s.  3d.  per  case  for  apples;  and  now 
the  maximum  charge  is  fixed  at  ss.  ^^d., 
which,  of  course,  is  a  dittinct  advantage  to 
the  fruit-grower. 

Sir  William  Lym. — ^What  is  the  htmor- 
afole  member  objecting  to? 

5Ir.  McWILLIAMS.— A  proviso  has  been 
inserted  in.  the  contract  whidi  will  deprive 
the  Tasmaman  producers  of  the  whole  of 
the  advantages  they  have  hitherto  enjoyed. 
In  clause  9,  paragraph  8,  it  is  provided 
that  at  least  six  of  the  mail  boats  shall  calf 
each  year  at  Hobart  during  the  a.pp\c  sea- 
son, but  Aere  is  the  f blowing  proviso: — 

Provided  always  that  if  hi  any  year  the  con- 
tractors (hall  prove,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Postmaster-General,  that  calls  at  Hobart  dur- 
ing that  year  are  or  would  be  unprofitable  the 
Postmaster- General  may  direct  that  the  whole 
or  any  of  such  calls  for  that  year  may  be 
omitted. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — That  is  at  the 
option  of  the  Government.  This  is  the  first 
time  that  the  mail  boats  have  been  bound 
to  call  at  Hobart;  and,  apparently,  the 
honorable  member  is  trying  to  prevent  that 
part  of  the  contract  from  being  carried  out. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.- The  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs  is  trying  to  draw  me 
off  the  track.  The  proviso  is  an  absolute 
sham,  because  it  will  rea^f  fruit- 
growers at  a  ^sadvantage.  o 
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Mr.  Page. — Does  not  the  honorable 
member  think  that  the  six  Tasmanian  sena- 
tors are  as  much  interested  in  Tasmania  as 
he  is? 

Mr.  McWIIXIAMS.— If  the  honorable 
member  for  Maranoa  were  noquainted  with 
the  facts,  he  would  know  that  one  of  the 
Tasmanian  senators  proposed  that  this  pro- 
viso should  be  omitted,  but,  unfcwtunately, 
the  other  Tasmanian  senators  had  already 
spoken  and  could  not  second  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  OoucH. — Whatever  the  senators 
did.  the  honwable  member  has  his  duty  to 
perform. 

Mr.  McWIIXIAMS.— Precisely ;  1  am 
tr\-ing  to  do  what  is  right;  and  what  the 
Senate  may  or  mav  not  have"  done  does  not 
influence  me.  In  this  matter  Ministers  have 
acted  in  absolute  ignorance  of  a  trade 
which  they  are  attempting  to  regulate. 
For  the  last  seventeen  years  the  mail 
steamers  have  been  chartered  by  the  fruit* 
growers  themselves. 

Sir  WiLUAM.  Ltne. — And  the  fruit* 
growers  in  Tasmania  have  taken  all  the 
space,  and  left  none  for  other  producers. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— That  is  not  so. 
What  I  desire  is  that  the  Postmaster-Gen- 
eral shall  so  act  that  the  producers  of  no 
one  State  shall  receive  more  than  their 
fair  share. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^Tbat  cannot  be  done  un- 
less we  take  the  whole  of  the  space. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— Yes  it  can.  The 
contract,  in  this  c(»mexi(xi,  is  vague  in  the 
extreme,  and  shows  a  lack  of  knowledge 
of  the  business. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^Tbe  Prime  Minister  in- 
vited the  States  to  co-operate>  and  they  all 
declined. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— Of  course  they 
did,  because  this,  is  a  matter  which  can 
be  better  managed  by  the  States  than  by  the 
Federal  Government ;  and  the  terms  of  the 
contract  proves  that  to  be  the  case.  For 
the  last  seventeen  years  the  calls  by  mail 
boats  at  Hobart  have  averaged  eleven  per 
annum. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — ^That  means 
eleven  calls  between  the  two  lines  of 
steamers,  whereas  now  there  will  be  twelve 
calls. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— Of  course,  if  the 
fruit-growers  choose,  they  could  charter 
the  b(^ts  to  call  all  the  year  round.  Surely 
Ministers  are  not  going  to  take  credit  for 
the  fact  that  calls  have  been  made  at  Ho- 
bart by  mail  boats  chartered  by  the  fruit- 


growers at  their  own  expense?  I  desire 
to  dww  the  danger  of  this  proviso.  Oc- 
casions might  arise  when  it  would  be  easy 
for  the  shipping  company  to  show  that  it 
would  be  unprofitable  to  call  at  Hobart. 
There  is  one  maximum  scale  erf  charges 
for  all  ports;  and  the  boate  whrch  are 
compelled  to  call  at  Adelaide  and  Mel- 
bourne may  dispose  of  all  their  avail- 
able space  at  those  ports,  and  then,  of 
cmirse,  there  would  be  no  inducement  to 
go  to  Hobart— in  other  words,  it  would  be 
unprofitable  to  go. 

Sir  William  Lvne.— Would  that  not  be 
the  case  if  tfiere  was  no  contract  at  all  ? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— If  there  was  no 
contract,  the  fruit-growers  could  charter  the 
steamers  as  tHey  have  done  in  tlw!  past, 
without  any  Government  interference;  and 
they  are  quite  prepared  to  do  so.  The  terms 
of  the  contract  show,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
that  the  Treasurer  has  failed  to  grasp  the 
situation.  The  axitract  makes  it  impossible 
for  the  Tasmanian  producers  to  charter  the 
boats,  because  a  maximum  charge  of  60s. 
has  been  fixed,  and,  of  course,  no  vessel 
can  be  chartered  at  over  that  rate.  We  can- 
not suppose  that  a  mail  boat,  which  could 
fill  up  at  Melbourne,  Adelaide,  and  Svdney 
would  steam  400  or  500  miles  in  order  to 
pick  up  cargo  at  the  same  rate,  "nie  fruit- 
growers of  Tasmania  have  hitherto  been 
able  to  obtain  the  mail  boats,  because, 
navmg  the  larger  quantity  to  ship,  they 
were  able  to  outbid  the  producers  of  other 
States. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.— Now  the  honorable 
member  has  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag ! 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— This  contract 
opens  the  door  to  secret  commisskms,  as  an 
inducement  for  the  mail  boats  to  call  at 
Hobart. 

Mr.  Crouch.— Is  not  the  honorable 
member  s  argument  in  favour  of  a  differen- 
tial rate  for  Tasmania  ? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS,— Somebody  would 
have  to  make  it  worth  the  while  of  the 
agent  to  decide  that  it  would  be  profitable 
for  the  boats  to  visit  Hobart.  I  object 
to  Tasmania  being  placed  in  this  position 
when  the  boats  are  to  call  at  the  ports  of 
the  other  States  free. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Not  at  Fremantle 
Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— Fiwnantle'is  not 
placed  m  the  same  position  as  Hobort.  It 
IS  not  necessary  under  this  contract  to  show 
that  it  would  be  prgfi^able  for  the  boats  to 
go  to  Fremantle  before  they  are  obliged 


MaHSenriet        [23  Notsubes,  1907.]        to  Europe. 


G489 


to  call  at  that  port.  Tasmania,  under  the 
contract,  will  pay  £6,800  towards  the  sub- 
sidy, and  if  the  boats  are  to  call  at  Hobart 
only  «z  times  we  shall  be  paying  more  per 
trip  than  any  other  State  in  the  CommcHi- 
wealth. 

Mr.  Hedges. — But  Tasmania  will  get 
ber  mails  all  the  year  round. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— That  applies  to 
the  other  States  alsoi  We  are  willing  to 
make  the  contribution  for  which  we  are 
uked  under  this  cixitract  if  we  have 
a  guarantee  that  the  boats  will  call  at 
Hobart.  The  honorable  member  for 
Darwin  illustrated  the  difficulty  under 
which  our  exporters  would  labour. 
Suppose  one  of  these  boats  is  due 
at  Hobart  on  27th  February.  The  peo- 
ple who  have  fruit  to  export  must  bring  it 
to  the  wharf  at  Hobart,  and  I  remind  hcm- 
ornble  members  that  it  would  be  absc^utely 
worthless  fen  anything  but  expc»t  to  Eng- 
land. It  would  be  picked  at  an  early  stage 
to  ripen  on  the  voyage.  It  would  not  be 
in  a  marketable  condition  for  sale  in  Tas- 
mania or  in  Australia,  and  if  it  is  iK>t 
shipped  to  London  it  might  just  as  well  be 
thrown  into  the  sea.  If  the  proviso  to 
which  I  take  exception  were  allowed  to  re- 
main, there  would  be  no  certainty  that  the 
fruit  brought  to  the  wharf  at. Hobart  would 
be  shipped  for  Lcmdon.  Contracts  fcM"  the 
carriage  of  fruit  have  to  be  made  twelve 
months  in  advance.  We  make  our  con- 
tracts in  Tasmania  in  November  for  ship- 
ment in  the  following  year.  Under  these 
conditions  those  who  have  fruit  to  export 
would  have  to  bring  it  to  the  wharf  at 
Hobart  without  knowing  until,  perhaps,  the 
very  last  moment,  whether  the  mail-ship 
would  call  for  it  or  not.  I  ask  honorable 
aiembers  to  see  that  justice  is  dwie  to  Tas- 
mania in  this  matter.  We  do  not  want 
the  boats  to  call  all  the  year  round,  because 
we  have  not  trade  for  them,  but  we  have 
been  getting  tiiem  to  call  at  our  own  ex- 
pense for  the  last  seventeen  years.  If  the 
Government  were  passing  a  mail  contract 
pure  and  simple  for  the  carriage  of  mails 
between  England  and  Adelaide,  the  first 
port  at  which  the  advantage  of  railwav 
Communication  could  be  availed  of,  we 
should  be  content ;  but  the  Government  are 
proposing  something  more  than  a  mail  con- 
tract. They  are  pT(^x»ing  that  we  should 
give  a  very  large  subsidy,  not  merely  for 
Ae  carriage  of  mails,  but  also  in  order  to 
nMdize  the  export  trade  in  perishable 
products — for  that  is  what  this  contract 


means — and  that  being  so,  I  ask  that  in  the 
name  of  conunon  justice  all  the  States 
should  be  put  on  the  same  footing. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Tasmania  will  be  on  a 
bettCT  footing  than  Victoria  and  South 
Australia,  because  the  boats  will  go  direct 
from  Sydney  to  Hobart. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— Tasmania  will 
not  be  on  a  better  footing  than  the  States 
referred  to  so  long  as  we  are  left  to  the 
mercy  of  any  cme  who  may  ring  into  this 
contract  something  that  is  not  there.  No 
business  men  would  sign  a  contract  contain- 
ing the  proviso  to  which  I  take  exceptitm. 
In  making  a  contract,  the  terms  of  the 
service  for  which  we  are  paying  should  be 
definitely  stated,  and  we  should,  in  this 
contract,  provide  for  a  definite  service 
to  the  principal  ports  of  all  the  States  in 
Australia.  Last  year  I  fought  to  the 
best  of  my  ability  to  prevent  the  con- 
tinuance of  what  i  believed  to  be  an  in- 
justice to  Queensland.  That  State  was 
at  the  time  called  upon  to  bear  her  pro- 
portion of  the  subsidy  without  getting  the 
benefit  of  the  service.  I  am  glad  to  see 
that  imder  this  contract  justice  is  to  be 
done  to  Queensland,  and  I  ask  that  Tas- 
mania should  be  placed  in  the  same  posi- 
tion. 

Mr.  Page.— Does  tbe  honorable  member 
desire  that  we  should  assist  him  to  strike 
out  the  proviso  to  which  he  has  referred  ? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— Yes. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — The  honorable 
member  does  not  wish  the  boats  to  go  to 
Tasmania  at  all. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  hope  the  Min- 
ister of  Trade  and  -Customs  will  not  at- 
tempt to  mislead  the  honorable  member 
for  Maranoa.  In  answer  to  the  honorable 
member's  questicm,  I  say  that  I  wish  to 
retain  the  clause,  and  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
viso. In  the  clause  it  is  provided  that 
the  boats  shall  go  six  times  a  year  to 
Hobart,  whilst  die  proviso  says  that  if 
the  company  can  show  that  it  would  not  be 
profitable  for  the  boats  to  call  at  Hobart, 
the  Postmaster-General  shall  be  at  liberty 
to  relieve  them  of  the  obligation  to  call. 
I  say  that*  the  proviso  would  place 
Tasmania  in  a  worse  positicm  than 
she  is  in  now,  because  until  tbe  last 
minute  our  exporters  would  not  know 
whether  a  boat  was  grang  to  call  in 
at  Hobart  or  not,  and  whether  the  per- 
ishable produce  brought  tq^tfajcwharl  could 
be  got  away.      t^'S'^'^^^  by VTOOgie 
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Mr.  Mauser. — If  the  fruit  were  on  the 
Hobart  wharf  that  would  be  a  good  rea- 
son why  the  boats  should  call  there. 

Mr.  'mcWILLIAMS.— The  whole  of 
their  space  might  have  been  applied  for  1^ 
the  exporters  of  fruit  from  Victoria  and 
South  Australia,  and  in  that  case  the 
company  could  claim  that  it  would  not  be 
profitable  for  the  boat  to  call  at  Hobart 

Mr.  Maucer. — But  they  would  visit 
Tasmania  befcM%  they  called  at  Melbourne 
or  Adelaide. 

-  Mr.  McWILLIAMS. —The  honorable 
gentleman  overlooks  the  fact  that  it  is  a 
(jueition  of  whether  the  space  on  th^  boats 
is  taken  up  or  not.  These  boats  will  not 
call  at  a  port  to  find  out  whether  they 
could  get  cargo.  Under  existing  condi- 
tions we  apply  for  the  space  we  require  for 
the  shipment  of  fruit  twelve  months  in 
advance  of  shipment.  We  have  had  eleven 
boats  calling  at  Hobart  atmually  during 
the  last  seventeen  years  at  our  own  ex- 
pense,  but  this  contract  by  providing  for 
maximum  charges  would  prevent  our  ship* 
pers  from  arranging  a  private  diarter. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Would  prevent  them 
frcMn  quoting  differential  rates. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — ^And  from  securing 
a  monopoly. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  wants  all  the  space. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— No,  the  honor- 
able member  is  telling  a  deliberate  un- 
truth. 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.  —  Order  I 
The  honorable  member  must  withdraw  that 
statement. 

-Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  withdraw  it, 
but  I  am  very  glad  I  got  it  in. 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER,  — Order! 
The  honorable  member  must  withdraw  the 
statement  unreservedly. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  withdraw  it 
unreservedly. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Can  the  honorable  mem- 
ber not  see  that  the  whole  year's  trade  must 
be  unprofitable,  and  not  one  trip  only? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS,— I  answer  the 
honcMrable  member  by  saying' that  our  fruit 
season  does  not  last  for  more  than  three 
months.  If  the  fruit  is  not  handled  with- 
in that  time  we  can  get  no  market  for  it 
in  London.  It  has  been  said  that  we 
want  the  whole  of  the  space.  We  do  not. 
We  aze  prepar^  to  take  our  share,  but 

*  me  tell  honorable  members  that  last 


year,  whilst  the  whole  of  the  rest  of  Aus- 
tralia shipped  160,000  cases  of  fruit,  Tas- 
mania alcme  ^i4>ped  540,000  cases. 

Mr.  Madger. — Vftm  tihe  trade  is  the 
ships  will  go. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— They  will  if 
there  is  fair  oxnpetition.  I  wish  the 
Minister  to  remember  that  the  space  pro- 
vided by  these  mail  boats  is  not  sufficient 
to  carry  more  than  one-fourth  or  cme-fifth 
of  our  yearly  export  of  fruit. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Then  there  is  not  the 
faintest  danger  that  anvthing  injurious  to 
Tasmania  will  happen? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— How  can  the 
honorable  member  say  that?  He  has  over- 
looked  the  fact  that  competiticm  under  this 
contract  will  be  closed. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  honorable  member 
wants  a  differential  rate  for  Tasmania. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  want  no  dif- 
ferentia! rate. 

Mr.  Maugfr. — What  does  the  honorable 
member  want? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  desire  that  the 
contract  shall  provide  that  the  boats  shall 
call  at  Hc^art  six  times  a  yett,  and  that 
it  shall  be  out  of  the  power  (MF  any  cme 
to  interfere  with  that  arrangement.  I 
shall  move — 

That  the  proviso  to  clause  8  be  omitted  ttom 
the  coDtfact. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (fremantle)  [10.353.— 
Looking  carefully  through  this  contract, 
I  fipd'  that  Fremantle  has  been  mentioned 
in  it  in  a  casual  kind  of  way,  although  it 
has  been  pointed  out  to-night  that  it  is  the 
third  port  in  Australia. 

Mr.  GaooH. — In  what  sense? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— From  the  pwnt  of  view 
of  the  value  of  its  impnts  and  exports. 
Western  Australia  has  produced  gold  of 
the  value  of  nearly  ;^8o,ooo,ooo  in  addi- 
tion to  other  minerals,  and  yet  the  Ministry 
who  are  supposed  to  represent  the  Com- 
monwealth, in  drawing  up  this  contract 
have  practically  fivgotten  it.  Several  im- 
portant clauses  contain  no  reference  to  it, 
whilst  in  others  it  is  only  casuallj^  men- 
ticmed. 

Mr.  Mauger. — What  does  the  honwable 
member  mean  by  "casually"  mentionedf 

Mr.  HEDGES.— I  maintain  that  West- 
ern Australia  should  receive  the  same  con- 
sideration as  is  extended  to  other  States^ 
For  the  last  five  years.  Western  Australia 
has  sent  to  the  eastern  States  j^i,ooo  per 
day  in  money  orders,  and  ff^^^^k  **en 
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Ur.  Groom. — What  is  the  honorable 
monber's  pcnnt? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— That  Fremantle  has 
tcaioely  been  treated  as  an  Australian  port ; 
it  is  put  in  the  same  category  as  Colomba 

Mr.  Page. — But  the  vessels  of  this  ser- 
lioe  must  call  at  Fremantle. 

N£r.  HEDGES.  —  No.  Under  this 
agreement,  on  tbeomnpletion  of  the  Panama 
(^nal,  the  route  may  be  altered.  I  have 
s^ied  hundreds  of  contracts  and  have  been 
a  party  to  big  arbitraticms,  and  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  this  is  <Mie  of  the 
most  loosely-worded  a^reemmts  that  I  have 
ever  read.  In  connexion  with  arbitration 
proceedings,  I  have  known  meanings  to  be 
read  into  clauses  that  at  the  time  that  the 
contracts  in  whidi  they  were  embodied 
were  signed,  were  believed  to  mean  prac- 
tically nothing.  In  clause  3  of  this  con- 
tract, we  have  the  provisi<m  that — 

On  eadi  inward  and  outward  Toyage  respec- 
HTtly— 

eadi  of  such  mail  ships  shall — 

proceed  to  call  at  and  itait  from  the  following 
intermediate  ports  or  places,  namely,  Colombo 
and  Fremantle. 

As  I  have  said,  Colombo  and  Fremantle 
are  placed  in  the  same  categOTy.  The  Go- 
vernment seem  to  have  forgotten  that  Fre- 
mantle is  the  port  for  the  larger  half  of 
Australia. 

Mr.  Maugir. — ^What  provision  would 
the  honcvable  member  have  inserted  in  the 
clause  from  which  he  has  quoted? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— I  should  have  applied 
Goosmoii-seiue  to  the  drafting  of  the  agree- 
ment. I  have  never  seen  a  more  loosely- 
drawn  contract  The  provisions  of  one 
dause  are  contradicted  by  another,  and 
heaven  only  knows  how  this  agreement  will 
he  construed  if  one  of  the  parties  to  it 
has  ever  to  fight  to  the  Utter  end.  In 
sobcJause  5  of  clause  4  it  is  provided 
tfut  the  contractors — 

•hall  commence  each  outward  voyage  (that 
is  to  the  United  Kingdom)  of  the  said  mail 
$hip  fzont  Brisbane,  calling  at  Sydney,  Mel- 
^nme,  and  Adelaide. 

Both  Fremantle  and  H(^rt  are  not  men- 
tioned. Then  again,  sub^ause  7  of 
clause  4  provides  that — 

Each  of  the  mail  ships  on  each  call  at  Ade- 
lude,  Melbonme,  Sydney,  and  Brisbane,  in 
pnrsoanee  of  this  agreement,  shall  remain  in 
each  of  such  ports  for  such  periods  as  may 
bt  TcasonaUy  necessary  to  discharge  cargo  and 
to  receive  cargo,  including  butter  and  fruit. 

I  think  I  am  fairly  entitled  to  ask  why  no 
reference  is  made  in  that  provLsicw  lo 
Hobart  or  Fremantle.    A  very  large  quan- 


tity of  fruit  is  annually  dipped  from  Ho- 
bart and  Fremantle,  and  within  the  next 
twelve  years,  more  fruit  will  be  exported 
frtxa  Fremantle  than  from  any  Tasmanian 
port 

Mr.  King  CMallkv.— No. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— Some  apple-growers 
in  Western  Australia  last  year  produced 
from  10,000  to  14,000  cases  each.  During 
the  last  mcxith,  thousands  of  frozen  lambs 
have  been  shipped  from  Fremantle,  and 
yet  the  contract  does  not  require  space  to 
be  set  apart  for  the  carriage  of  froeen 
meat  or  fruit  from  that  port. 

Mr.  Kino  O'Maliet.  —  These  mail 
steamers  are  generallv  fully  loaded  before 
they  reach  Fremantle.  The  honorable 
member  should  move  an  amendment. 

Mr.  HEDGES. — Five  years  hence,  the 
constniction  of  the  Panama  Canal  will  have 
been  completed,  and  the  route  may  then 
be  changed. 

Sir  William  Ltnb. — No;  it  will  not  be 
onnpleted  within  the  next  five  years. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— I  think  that  it  will 
be.  Coming  to  the  amendment,  I  may 
say  at  onoe  that  1  am  not  in  favour  of  na- 
tionalizing this  service. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley.— Would  the  hon- 
orable member  meet  us  half  way  and  let 
us  have  a  partly  State-owned,  and  partly 
individualistic  service. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— I  would  not.  It  would 
be  a  mistake  to  try  to  run  a  C(nnmc»iwealth 
line  of  mail  steamers.  Govenunent  rail- 
ways have  no  competition  to  face,  and  wear 
and  tear  and  deterioration  are  not  so 
serious  matters  with  them  as  with  a  steam- 
ship line.  Besides,  if  a  vessel  bumps  into 
anything,  she  is  probably  lost  altogether. 

Mr.  Mathews. — ^As  a  business  man, 
would  the  honorable  member  let  his  vessels 
go  uninsured? 

Mr.  HEDGES. — The  honorable  member 
for  Darwin  did  not  mention  insurance.  The 
hontwable  member  for  Wide  Bay,  in  speak- 
ing on  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Barrier,  said  many  nasty 
things  against  private  enterprise;  but  I 
claim  that  [nivate  enterprise  has  made  the 
British  nation.  The  ships  that  carry  the 
commerce  of  the  world  and  the  warships  of 
the  world — even  some  of  those  of  Germany 
— have  been  built  by  private  enterprise  in 
Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Thomas. — There  are  very  big 
Government  dock-yards  in  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— Yes;  but  the  British 
Government  gets   its  warships  built  by 
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private  enterprise,  and  I  am  proud  to  be  a 

Britisher.  Britishers  know  more  about  ship- 
building and  shipping  than  anv  other  nation 
in  the  world,  and  if  it  were  wise  for  the 
Government  to  have  fleets  of  merchantmen 
as  well  as  fleets  of  war  vessels,  the  British 
Government  would  have  such  fleets.  Htm- 
orable  members  talk  a  lot  of  "  highfatutin" 
about  Socialism ;  but  they  forget  that  if  we 
had  an  Australian  merchant  fleet  we  should 
require  an  Australian  squadron  to  protect 
it  from  insult.  No  foreigner  dare  insult 
merchantmen  flying  the  Union  Jack. 

Mr.  Page. — What  worse  insult  could 
there  be  than  the  action  of  the  Russians  in 
firing  on  a  fishing  fleet? 

Mr.  HEDGES. — I  had  no  sympathy 
with  the  Russians  in  what  they  did  then. 
It  is  very  easy  for  hcHiorable  members  who 
have  never  been  in  business  to  criticise  com- 
mercial enterprises.  It  is  easy  for  men 
who  have  never  done  anything  in  the  world 
to  say  what  they  would  do  if  they  had  the 
handling  of  other  men's  business. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — I  would  take  on 
any  business  proposition  in  ccmipetition  with 
the  honorable  member,  and,  for  all  his 
cleverness,  get  the  shirt  off  his  back. 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— I  ask  the 
h(Hiorable  member  for  Dar^vin  not  to  inter- 
rupt. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — Are  the  members 

of  the  Labour  Partv  constantly  to  be'  in- 
sulted by  being  told  that  they  know  no- 
thing? Honorable  members  will  turn  this 
into  a  fighting  shop  if  they  make  such  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— 'When  a  man  finds  a 
gold  reef  he  soon  ceases  to  be  a  Socialist. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — I  have  a  bigger 
mine  than  any  that  the  honorable  member 
possesses,  and  it  pays  me.  too.  I  own  it 
mysel  f. 

Mr.  HEDGES.—The  honorable  member 
in  bis  speech  used  so  many  figures  that  I 
could  not  put  them  all  down.  A  country- 
man of  his  once  impressed  it  upon  me  that 
figures  could  not  lie,  "but,"  he  added, 
"  look  out  when  liars  take  to  figuring." 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — What  figures  of 
mine  does  the  honorable  member  challenge? 

Mr.  HEDGES.—The  honorable  member 
told  us  how  many  boats  he  could  build 
for  a  certain  amount  of  money,  what  sink- 
ing fund  he  would  establish,  and  how  long 
it  would  take  him  to  repay  the  outlay  ;  but 
he  failed  to  tell  us  where  he  would  get  the 
money  in  the  first  instance.    If  ;^4,ooo,ooo 


were  to  be  wrung  from  the  people  in  extra 
taxation  they  would  be  so  impoverished  that 
they  will  have  no  need  for  a  mail  fleet. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley.  —  I  said 
_;^3,ooo,ooo,  and  I  spoke  about  borrowing 
the  money  in  England. 

Mr.  HEDGES.—The  honorable  member 
got  quite  wild  at  the  thought  ctf  the  British 
people  running  an  Australian  mail  ser- 
vice, and  yet  he  proposed  to  gp  to  Great 
Britain  to  borrow  money  to  enable  us  to 
run  boats  of  our  own. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — I  could  borrow 
ii,  America  or  France. 

Mr.  Dugald  Thomson. — ^America  wants 
all  her  money  just  now. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— It  seems  to  me  rather 
strong  to  propose  to  borrow  mcxiey  to  en- 
ter into  ccmipetition  with  the  pei^on  from 
whom  you  borrow. 

Mt.   King  0'Malley.~A11  that  the 
money  lenders  would  trouble  about  would 
be  their  interest- 
Mr.  Mathews. — We  are  sending  money 
Home  now. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— We  shall  have  to  send 
a  lot  more  Home  during  the  next  ten 
years. 

Mr.  Fisher. — ^There  is  no  mc*e  solvent 
country  in  the  wotM  than  Australia. 

Mr.  HEDGES.—The  honorable  mem- 
ber's interjection  suggests  that  I  am  saying 
that  the  country  is  not  solvent.  But  all  my 
speeches,  both  in  this  chamber  and  outside, 
prove  that  I  hold  the  opposite  view. 
What  we  owe  is  nothing  compared  with  our 
assets.  In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  impress 
upon  the  Government  the  desirableness  of 
seeing  that  Fremantle  is  better  treated  than 
it  will  be  under  the  terms  of  this  contract. 
Since  the  agreement  was  made  public,  I 
have  received  many  wires  fron  that  Gcntie, 
expressing  dissatisfaction  with  the  treatment 
which  has  been  accorded  it.  I  cannot  sup- 
port the  amendmmt  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Barrier,  and,  therefwe,  I 
shall  be  compelled  to  vote  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Tudor. — Why  not  move  an  ammd^ 
ment  ? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— Because  I  recognise 
that  we  must  either  accept  the  axitract  or 
reject  it.  I  am  certain  that  in  the  neat 
future  large  quantities  of  fruit  will  be  ex- 
ported from  Western  Australia,  and  the 
mail  steamers  should  be  required  to  provide 
space  for  it  when  asked  to  do  sa 

Mr.  FOWLER  (Perth)  [ro.57].— I  had 
intended  to  offer  some  remarks  bearing 
principally  upon  obips^tiptiSjiBttagtjeother 
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honorable  members.  But  at  this  hour  of 
the  night  I  shall  OMifine  myself  to  asking 
the  Postmaster-General  to  explain  the  parti- 
cular claose  to  which  the  h<HK)rable  member 
for  Fremantle  has  alluded.  I  entirely  agree 
with  him  that  in  this  contract  provision  is 
nude  for  the  atwc^aticm  of  whatever  advan- 
tage it  may  confer  upon  Western  Australia. 

Mr.  Mauger. — To  which  clause  does  the 
honorable  member  refer? 

Mr.  FOWLER.— I  am  alluding  to  sub- 
clause 7  of  clause  4,  which  reads — 

Each  of  the  mail-ships  on  each  call  at  Ade- 
laide, Melbourne,  Sydney,  and  Brisbane,  in 
pursuance  of  this  agreement,  shall  remain  in 
each  of  such  ports  for  such  periods  as  may 
be  reasonably  necessary  to  discharge  cargo  and 
to  receive  cargo,  including  butter  and  fniit. 

Mr.  Maugeb. — That  provision  was  in- 
serted because  the  minimum  number  of 
hours  that  the  steamers  must  remain  at  Ade- 
laide, Melbourne,  Sydney,  and  Brisbane 
is  not  specified  in  the  ccmtract.  The  other 
clause  is  intended  as  an  intimation  that  the 
vessels  must  stay  at  Fremantle  to  dis- 
diarge  and  take  in  cargo—that  might  not 
occupy  more  than  two  hours,  but  it  is 
specified  that  the  tyaats  shall  stay  for  not 
less  than  six  hours. 

Mr.  FOWLER.— If,  in  respect  of  Ade- 
laide, Melbourne,  Sydney,  and  Brisbane,  it 
is  necessary  to  stipulate  that  the  mail 
steamers  shall  remain  in  port  for  such 
time  as  may  be  reasonably  necessary  to  dis- 
diarge  and  receive  cargo,  why  is  nof  a 
similar  condition  imposed  in  the  case  of 
Fremantle?  The  truth  is  that  under  the 
proposed  contract,  if  the  steamers  are  full 
of  cargo,  and  their  owners  do  not  wish  them 
(o  remain  in  the  Western  Australian  port 
for  a  IcMiger  time  than  is  stipulated,  they 
will  be  at  liberty  to  depart,  and  to  leave 
produce  lying  on  the  wharf.  That  is  the 
danger  which  I  fwesee.  The  stipulation 
that  these  vessels  shall  call  at  Fr^antle, 
for  cargo  is  absolutely  useless  unless  some 
provision  be  made  for  reserving  ta  that 
State  its  proportion  of  space. 

Mr.  JosBPB  Cook. — There  will  be  an 
equal  disatnlity  in  the  case  of  every  port 
unless  the  space  is  regulated. 

Mr.  FOWLER.— That  is  why  I  am 
anxious  to  see  some  provision  inserted  in  re- 
gard to  the  receipt  of  cargo. 

Mr.  Maugeb. — We  cannot  make  provision 
for  what  the  honorable  member  desires  un- 
less we  agree  to  take  the  whole  of  the  space 
provided  on  the  vessels. 

Mr.  FOWLER.—In  the  face  of  all  the 
minutiae  whidi  is  contained  in  the  agree- 


ment, I  fail  to  see  why  an  agreement  can- 
not be  drawn  up  which  will  insure  that  no 
State  shall  be  left  out  in  the  cold. 

Mr.  Maugeb. — We  tried  to  do  that,  but 
found  that  the  proposal  was  absolutely  im- 
possible unless  we  agreed  to  take  the  whole 
of  the  space. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — If  the  States 
would  cHiIy  agree  to  each  take  a  portion  of 
the  space  provided,  the  contractus  would 
be  very  glad  for  us  to  take  it  off  their 
hands  altogether. 

Mr.  FOWLER. — It  seems  to  me  that  we 
require  to  take  only  a  very  short  step  to 
nationalize  the  service.  Some  hmorable 
members  have  objected  to  the  state- 
ment that  Western  Australia  had  been 
penalized  under  the  old  freight  rates.  I 
hold  in  my  hand  a  document  issued  bv  a 
large  firm  of  shipping  agents  in  Londcm, 
from  which  I  desire  to  make  one  or  two 
quotations.  From  it  I  gather  that  the 
freight  from  the  Old  Countrjj  upon  30  lbs., 
or  cubic  feet,  to  Adelaide,  Brisbane, 
MellxHirne,  or  Sydney  is  6s.  6d.,  whilst  to 
Fremantle  and  Townsville — which  two 
places  are  bracketed  together — the  charge 
is  9s. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  state  of  things  can- 
not obtain  under  the  new  contract 

Mr.  FOWLER.— If  it  can,  I  confess 
that  I  have  not  much  faith  that  the  Orient 
Steam  Navigation  Company  will  do  other 
than  what  will  pay  it  best.  I  may  also 
mention  that  the  charge  for  100  lbs.,  or 
5  cutac  feet,  of  cargo  from  London  to  Ade- 
laide, Brisbane,  Melbourne,  or  Sydney  is 
125.,  whereas  the  charge  to  Fremantle  is 
1 6s.  It  seems  to  me  that  Western  Aus- 
tralia mig^t  fairly  claim  a  little  more  con- 
sideration Uian  will  be  extended  to  her  by 
the  proposal  to  charge  equal  freights  to 
all  Australian  ports.  I  need  scarcely  point 
out  that  the  distance  between  Fremantle 
and  Brisbane  represents  a  fifth  of  the  en- 
tire journey  from  Londcm,  notwithstanding 
which  the  freight  to  Brisbane  is  to  equal 
that  charged  to  Western  Australia.  In 
other  wcM-ds,  Western  Australia  is  to  be 
penalized  for  the  advantage  of  those  States 
which  are  furthest  removed  from  the 
European  market 

Mr.  Grooh. — Surely  the  honorable  mem- 
ber does  not  object  to  all  the  States  being 
placed  upon  an  equal  footing? 

Mr.  FOWLER.— It  seems  to  me  that, 
whilst  the  welfare  of  Brisbane  and  of 
other  ports  has  been  carefuUystudied  in 
this  contract,  thati^^^esrenPtd^wa  has 
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been  overlooked  I  shall  vote  for  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Barrier. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (Wilmot)  [ii-S]  — 
I  should  like  to  add  my  congratula- 
tions to  those  already  c^ered  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Barrier  for  the 
fine  speech  which  he  delivered  in  sub- 
mitting his  amendment.  But  although  I 
listened  with  pleasure  and  admiration  to 
his  address,  I  know  that  he  does  not  ex- 
pect me  to  support  his  proposal  to  na- 
tionalize our  mail  service.  I  do  not 
think  that  that  matter  is  within  the 
range  of  practical  politics,  and  there- 
foxe,  the  honoraUe  member  will  not 
wonder  at  my  not  supporting  his 
amendment.  Regarding  the  contract 
generally,  I  think  that  it  is  oae  upon  which 
the  Government  can  fairly  be  congratulated. 
Considering  the  history,  of  mail  contracts, 
I  do  not  see  how  it  could  be  expected  that 
they  could  secure  better  terms  for  a  sub- 
sidy of  70,000.  It  is  true  that  that  is 
a  large  increase  upon  what  we  previously 
paid,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  we 
are  to  have  a  greatly  at^Ierated  speed. 

Mr.  Sinclair.— Is  it  worth  the  extra 

money  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON.— I  do  not  know,  but 
certainly  the  shipping  companies  regard  in- 
creased speed  as  an  important  element  in 
the  cost  of  running  their  steamers.  Wl)en 
a  ship  is  steaming  at  her  top  speed,  the  last 
two  or  three  knots  add  ccHisiderably  to  the 
omsumption  of  coal.  Consequently,  if  we 
insist  upon  increasing  the  speed  of  the  mail 
ships  we  must  expect  to  have  to 
pay  a  higher  price.  Another  con- 
sideration is  that  the  vessels  are  com- 
pelled to  run  with  great  regularity, 
and  they  are  to  employ  white  labour  cmly. 
All  those  points  must  be  considered  when 
forming  an  opinion  upon  the  contract  price. 
Bearing  all  these  factors  in  mind,  I  am 
of  opinion  that  the  Government  have  made 
a  good  bargain,  and  that  the  amount  of  the 
subsidv  is  not  out  of  the  way.  The  con- 
tract is  for  ten  years.  That  certainly 
seems  a  Icmg  time  in  these  days  of  scientific 
improvement.  But  really,  I  do  not  see 
how.  the  Government  could  have  done  bet- 
ter in  that  respect.  The  Orient  Sfeam 
Navigation  Company  could  not  be  expected 
to  enter  into  a  contract  of  this  nature,  in- 
volving large  expenditure  on  new  vessels, 
a  shorter  period.  Their  interests  need 
;  safeguanjed  as  well  as  those  of  the 
monwealth.    There  is,  however,  a  pro- 


viso whereby  the  Postmaster- General  can, 
as  improvements  are  made,  insist  upon  their 
adoptitxi.  We  could  not  expect  a  more 
elastic  provision  tn  a  omtract  such  as  this. 
In  that  respect,  also,  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment have  done  as  well  as  could  be  ex- 
pected. There  is  one  consideration  affect- 
ing the  State  which  I  have  the  hcmour  to 
represent  and  in  regard  to  whidi  the  ocxi- 
tract  has  not  been  framed  as  I  think  it 
ought  to  have  been.  I  refer  to  the  clause 
which  compels  six  mail  boats  to  call  at 
Hobart  during  February  to  May  inclusive. 
The  clause  proceeds — 

Provided  always  that  if  in  any  year  the  con- 
tractors shall  prove,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Postmuter-General,  that  calls  at  Hobart  during 
that  year  are  or  would  be  unprofitable,  the 
Postmaiter-Gaieral  may  direct  that  the  whole 
or  aay  such  calls  for  that  year  may  be  omitted. 

In  the  first  place,  I  suppose  that  the  onus 
of  proving  that  a  call  at  Hobart  would  be 
unprofitable  would  lie  with  the  company. 
The  Postmaster-General  has  discreticmary 
power  as  to  granting  the  exempti<m.  But 
suppose  that  the  ships  fill  up  with  cargo  at 
Brisbane  or  Sydney,  and  that,  never^Iess, 
the  Postmaster-General. says  "  You  must  go 
to  Hobart."  If  they  have  no  space  for  a 
fair  amount  of  produce,  I  do  not  see  that 
that  would  be  of  anv  benefit  to  the  fruit- 
growers of  southern  Tasmania.  What  we 
want  to  insure  is  that  there  shall  be 
reasonable  space  available  when  the  ships 
get  to  Hobart ;  because  there  is  always  a 
fair  quantitv  of  apples  and  other  produce 
on  the  wharfs  awaiting  shipmoit  at  that 
time  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Would  it  not  save  a  lot 
of  money  to  bring  the  Tasmanian  produce 
o^-er  to  Melbourne  in  small  boats  and  then 
tranship  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON.— The  fruit-growers 
do  not  look  at  it  in  that  light.  The  cost  of 
•transhipment  would  be  too  great.  The  re- 
handling  of  fruits  would  necessarily  add 
to  the  cost  materially.  I  do  not  for  a  mo- 
ment suppose  that  when  the  contract  was 
entered  into  either  of  the  parties  contem- 
plated any  trouble  arising  under  the 
clause  in  question.  But  the  possi- 
bility of  such  a  thing  happening  has  to  be 
guarded  against,  for  fear  the  contract 
should  ever  come  into  a  Law  Court  and  be 
interpreted  strictly.  Such  a  clause  might 
put  Tasmania  in  a  worse  position  than  she 
is  in  to-day.  It  appears  to  me  Uiat  if  the 
whole  clause  were  left  out,  and  Tasmania 
were  left  to  diarter  b(MttO$^^M^Ia>s  been 
doing,  it  would  Wii&I^^S^ae,  be- 
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canse  then  no  risks  would  be  run.  If  the 
clause  were  deleted  poss&ljr  the  Orient 
Steam  Navigation  Company,  seong  that 
Tasmaman  groweis  would  have  b>  pay 
th^  own  darter  fees*  might  be  prq»red 
to  reduce  the  subsidy. 

Mr.  Page. — How  is  the  shipping  of  fruit 
from  Tasmania  regulated? 

Mr.  ATKINSON.— As  far  as  I  know, 
circulars  are  issued  to  the  growers  about  the 
■quantity  of  fruit  which  they  are  likely  to 
<>end  and  the  space  which  they  are  likely 
to  require. 

Mr.  Page. — By  conunission  agntts? 

Mr.  ATKINSON.— I  am  not  sure  by 
whom  it  is  dcMie,  but  that  is  the 
principle  The  maximum  price  to  be 
charged  by  the  Orient  Steam  Navi- 
gation Company  is  608.  for  40  cubic 
feet  of  space.  In  the  past,  the  Tas- 
manian  growers  have  paid  70s.  for  that 
amount  of  ^ce.  Therefore,  if  the  clause 
were  struck  out,  the  contract  would  require 
Co  be  revised  in  onler  to  place  Tasmaiua 
in  the  same  poiitiop  as  she  was  in  be- 
fore. The  hooor^le  member  for  Franklin 
is  an  authority  on  the  fruit  trade, 
and  he  has  moved  to  delete  the  proviso, 
thus  msuring  that  the  mail-boats  ^all  call 
at  Hobart  six  tiroes  in  the  year.  Seeing 
that  Brisbane  is  made  a  port  of  call,  as  I 
think  it  should  be,  it  would  be  only  fair 
that  Hobart  should  also  be  made  a  ^on  of 
call  to  the  limited  extent  mentioned  here. 
I  shall  support  the  amendment  of  the  hon* 
orable  member  for  Franklin. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [11.16].— Dur- 
ing the  debate  many  remarks  have  been 
made  which  have  not  been  relevant  to  the 
question  of  the  mail  contract,  and  reflec- 
tions have  been  cast  upon  the  Postmaster- 
General  for  not  explaining  its  provisions  to 
the  House.  In  view  of  the  very  full  and 
clear  explanation  which  was  made  last 
week  hy  the  Prioie  Minister,  I  think 
that  the  Postmaster  -  General  saved  a 
considerable  amount  of  time  in  sub- 
mitting the  motion  as  he  did,  and  I 
commend  him  for  his  conduct.  Referenra 
has  been  made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Franklin  and  others  to  the  mail-boats  call- 
ing at  Hobart.  That,  I  think,  is  one  of 
the  wisest  provisions  in  the  contract.  It  is 
quite  dear  that  if  it  could  be  proved  to  the 
otisfactioa  of  ttie  Postmaster-General  that 
m  any  year  it  would  be  unprofitable  for 
mail-steamers  to  call  at  Hobart  tbey  would 
not  be  oompelled  to  do  sa   I  a^  any  one 


who  is  acquainted  with  the  fruit  industry 
in  Tasmania,  what  would  be  the  good  of 
the  steamers  going  to  Hobart  whm  there 
was  a  failure  in  the  fruit  crop?  Of  course 
we  all  hope  that  there  will  not  be  a  failure 
in  the  fruit  cn^,  but  it  has  oocurred  on 
several  occasions  and  it  may  occur  again. 
In  a  case  of  that  kind  it  should  be  left  to 
the  Postmaster-General  to  say  whether  the 
steamers  shall  call  at  the  port  or  not. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — That  is  protecting 
the  company  ag^nst  ourselves.  I  think 
that  we  ought  to  protect  ourselves  a^inst 
the  COTipany  first. 

Mr.  STORRER.— It  is  protecting  both 
ourselves  and  the  company,  because  it 
would  be  of  no  use  to  the  people  of  Tas- 
mania iot  the  boats  to  go  to  Hobart  unless 
they  had  fruit  or  something  else  to  export 
Remarks  have  also  been  made  about  the 
filling  up  of  the  steamers  at  the  various 
pcHts.  Any  company  which  trades  with 
Australia  wishes  to  please  the  whc^  of  the 
people.  At  the  various  ports  they  have  their 
agents,  who  know  fairly  well  what  cargo  is 
likely  to  be  received  at  certain  places.  In 
the  event  of  the  States  not  having  agreed 
to  take  the  space  the  agoits  must  act  as 
best  they  can  to  regulate  the  trade  for  the 
steamers. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — There  will  be  other 
articles  of  export  besides  apples. 

Mr.  STORRER.— If  the  Cbmmoowealth 
ca  the  States  do  not  guarantee  Ubit  space  we 
shall  have  to  trust  to  the  agents  and  the 
^swners  of  the  steamers  to  do  the  best  tbey 
can  for  the  whde  craununity.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  they  will  always  act  impartially* 
and  that  if  it  is  profitable  for  the  steamers 
to  go  to  Hobart  as  it  has  been  in  the  past, 
thev  will  oxitinue  to  go  there.  I  am  very 
glad  to  see  that  a  freight  has  been  deter- 
mined for  their  particular  trade,  and  that 
in  the  future  it  will  not  be  left  to  a  com- 
mission agent  or  any  special  individual  to 
make  arrangonents  for  the  sending  of  fruit 
or  anything  else  from  Tasmania.  In  tl^e 
past  it  has  been  left  to  private  persons  to 
engage  space;  and  for  every  case  of  fruit 
which  they  soit  away  they  received  a  com- 
mission <k  3d.,  which,  of  course,  had  to 
come  cMt  of  the  pockets  of  the  growers.  If 
the  contract  is  carried  out  satisfactorily 
arid  the  agents  arrange  for  the  steamers  to 
call  at  Hobart,  and  for  the  space 
reqiwed,  the  growers  will  not  only 
be  relieved  of  that  commswon  but 
also    e£Fect    a  m^meiAi^^^^ih  in 


6496  Maa  Service    [REPRESENTATIVES.]      to  Europe, 


freight.  In  opinion  the  Government 
have  done  well  m  securing  that  benefit  to 
Tasmania.  I  would  have  liked  to  see  in 
the  contract  a  provisicm  to  the  effect  that 
when  our  fruit  industry  on  the  Tamar  is 
sufficiently  developed  the  mail-boats  shall 
call  at  Tamar  Heads  and  pick  up  the  fruit 
there,  instead  of  its  being  sent  by  train 
to  Hobart.  Last  year  we  despatched  our 
first  shipment  of  fruit  from  the  Tamar, 
and  the  whole  of  the  land  on  ,  its  banks 
has  been  turned  into  orchards.  I  hope  that 
before  the  expiration  of  the  contract  we 
shall  have  the  mail  steamers  calling  'at  the 
Tamar  Heads  to  pick  up  our  fruit.  The  wily 
thing  I  regret  about  the  contract  is  that 
it  is  made  for  such  a  long  term.  In  a 
period  of  ten  years  things  may  change, 
but  we  shall  be  bound  by  the  contract.  The 
Goverrunent  was  in  a  difiiculty  when  it  re- 
ceived  the  tenders,  and  the  tender  from 
the  Orient  Steam  Navigation  Company  was 
the  lowest  one.  While  we  are  left  at  the 
mercy  of  a  combine  or  a  ring  the  present 
unsatisfactory  state  of  things  will  continue 
to  exist.  Apparently  the  cost  of  the  mail 
service  is  going  up,  and  if  that  is  to  con- 
tinue we  shall  regret  that  we  did  not  make 
the  current  contract  at  20,000  a  year 
for  a  period  of  ten  or  twelve  years.  Un- 
less the  motion  is  carried  we  shall  be  at 
the  mercy  of  a  ccoilHne,  and  have 
to  pay  whatever  they  may  charge.  I 
have  other  notes,  but,  as  ^e  hour  is  so 
late,  I  shall  conclude  with  congratulating 
the  Government  upon  the  first  bwiefit  which 
they  have  secured  for  Tasmania,  so  fat 
as  the  calling  of  the  mail  steamo^  is  con- 
cerned. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — It  may  not  prove  so. 

Mr.  STORRER.— If  the  fruit  is  avail- 
able, the  Postmaster-General  can  always 
insist  upon  the  steamers  going  there,  and 
if  he  fails  in  his  dut^  it  will  be  for  Parlia- 
ment to  deal  with  him  as  it  may  think  fit. 

Mr.  CARR  (Macquarie)  [11.23].— In  the 
first  place,  I  lay  down  the  principle  that 
all  means  of  ccmununicaticMi  and  transit 
should  belong  to  the  people.  I  cmsider 
that,  representing  as  the  means  of 
communication  and  transit  do  the  commer- 
cial arteries  of  the  nation,  when  we  allow 
them  to  get  into  private  hands  we  ptafAi- 
cally  allow  private  hands  to  get  on  the 
jugular  vein  of  the  nation,  and  on  that 
account  I  shall  vote  for  the  amendment 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier. 
A  monopoly  of  means  of  communication  or 


transit  on  land  we  deny,  and  I  oontend 
that  the  avenues  of  trade  on  water  are  just 
as   impcMtant    in   the  development  of  a 
nation.     This  monopoly  is  the  next  worst 
to  the  monopoly  of  natural  0{^x>rtunity, 
which    is    the    earth.     Of   course,  we 
cannot    d^>ate    the    question    of  land 
monopoly    at    the    present    time,  but 
this  being  the  next  greatest  evil  from 
which  we  as  a  dvilized  people  suffer, 
I  certainly  urge  upcm  honorable  members 
the  advisability  of  placing  it  under  the 
control  of  the  Government,  that  is  the 
people.     The  arguments  which  have  been 
adduced  against  the  proposal  do  not  in- 
fluence me,  and  I  suppose  it  is  hardly  ne- 
cessary for  me  10  say  why  they  do  not, 
because  my  reasons  would  not  appeal  to 
the  Opposition.  Though  I  think  there  is 
some  i^ic  on  the  opposite  side,  yet  when 
honorable  members  say  that  to  make  this 
a  Commoiwealth  concern  would  be  to  give 
absolute  control  of  Govenunent  aJTairs  to 
those  within  the  ccHtcem,  and    that  it 
would  be  a  dangerous  experiment,  they  are 
absolutely  on  the  wrong  track.    We  have 
enacted  that  all  men  and  women  are  men- 
tally equal.    I  admit  that  that  is  a  mere 
assumption,  but  fw  the  want  of  scmething 
better  we  have  assumed  it,  and,  as  we  have 
conceded  political  equality,  as  sooo  as  the 
people  have  their  eyes  opened    a  little 
more,  they  will  insist — and  the  power  to 
do  so  already  exists — upcm  controlling  these 
things,  despite  honorable  members  on  the 
Oppositicm  benches.    Those  members  na- 
turally stand  up  for  their  vested  interests 
and  their  individual  rights,  nor  do  I  blame 
them.    It  is  perfectly  natural  and  logical 
that  they  should  do  so,  but  it  is  illogical 
for  them  to  contend  that  when  the  people 
speak,  as  they  do  throvgh  us,  the  people 
are  a^ng  foi  the  extension  of  a  dangerous 
principle.   The  Labour  Party  is  one  of  the 
tangible  results  of  that  principle,  and  we 
as  a  party  in  this  chamber  are  the  outward 
and  visible  sign  of  that  political  equality 
which  will  enable  the  people  more  and 
more  to  control  these  things  for  themselves. 
The  people  will  take  out  of  the  hands  of 
private  aiterprise  first  and  foremost  those 
that  rank  amongst  the  most  vital  of  all 
concerns,  including  the  means  of  transit 
and  commonicaticm.   We  know  the  devious 
methods     that     are     resorted     to  by 
private  enterprise  in  order  to  exptoit  the 
people.    That,  again,  is  perfectly  natural, 
and  if  the  people  are  foolish  enough  to  give 
opportunities  foroi^citpVbeCM©^^  will 
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be  ckxie  so  long  as  the  people  are  too  blinJ 
to  see  that  they  have  the  right  and  the 
power  to  take  over  these  things  for  them- 
selves and  still  govern  them  by  deputy*  We 
most  always  have  government  by  deputy, 
but  as  the  community  grows  more  en- 
lightened there  will  be  a  higgler  intelligence 
reflected  in  the  seats  of  go\-emment.  Is 
there  any  provision  in  the  contrart  to  check 
the  pernicious  system  of  rebates  ?  I  can 
6nd  noite. 

^^Iaugek. — A  rebate  would  be  a 
differential  rate. 

Sir  WiLUAU  LvNE. — ^There  is  a  special 
law  against  it. 

Mr.  CARR. — The  rebate  syston  is  one 
of  the  most  effective  means  by  which 
private  enterprise  «cploits  the  people.  In 
America  rebates  are  used  to  throttle  trade, 
or  only  to  permit  it  to  exist  so  far  as  it 
is  necessary  to  the  manufacture  of  the  dol- 
lars, of  private  enterprise. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Does  the  Poslmast^r- 
Gowral  mean  that  rebates  from  England 
can  also  be  prevented? 

Mr.  Maucer. — We  cannot  control  that. 

Mr.  CARR.— I  quite  realize  that  we 
^all  not  have  the  full  power  necessary  to 
prevent  those  questiwable  practices,  so 
long  as  over-sea  traffic  is  in  private  hands, 
or  until  ve  bring  it  under  Government 
control,  to  be  supervised  by  duly  appointed 
officers,  subject  to  public  criticism,  and 
guided  by  the  public  sense  of  right  and 
wrong.  That  public  sense  is  always  ke«i. 
Those  who  question  the  right  or  ability  of 
the  people  to  more  directly  rule  themselves 
question  the  whole  system  of  creation  it- 
self. Man  is  deficient  nowadays,  not  so 
much  because  of  any  innate  lack  in  him- 
self of  a  higher  conception  of  life,  as  be- 
cause of  a  want  of  opportunity  to  achieve 
his  aspirations.  Otherwise,  there  would 
be  no  progress;  and  there  has  been 
progress,  so  far  as  we  have  adopted  en- 
lightened legislation,  and  given  to  the 
people  a  moce  direct  control  of  alfairs  than' 
«'er  existed  in  b>son-;  days.  That  imlioy 
must  be  pushed  forward,  and  I  am  here 
to  push  it  forward.  Assuming  that  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Barrier  is  not  agreed  to,  the  contract,  so 
far  as  it  can  be  made  a  machine  to  regu- 
late the  traffic,  is,  in  my  opinion,  effective, 
but  it  does  not  go  so  far  as  I  want  it  to  go, 
because  the  mail  servioe  will  be  practically 
under  private  control.  This  is  as  satisfac- 

[no] 


tory  an  arrangement  as  we  are  likely  to 
get  under  those  conditions.  There  has 
Le^n  a  good  deal  said  about  the  danger 
we  run  in  shutting  ourselves  out  from  the 
advantages  that  must  accrxie  from  im- 
proii'ements  in  means  of  locomotion,  but 
clause  6  appears  to  pro\*ide  for  that.  It 
gives  the  Postmaster-General  the  right  at 
any  time  after  the  fifth  year  to  call 
upon  the  company  to  provide  a  more 
accelerated  service,  if  more  accelerated 
services  have  become  the  order  of  the 
day.  That  is  a  fairly  safe  provision, 
and  to  a  great  extent  answers  many 
of  the  objections  that  have  been  raised. 
We  have  also  the  right  to  alter  the  route 
from  vid  Suez,  if  that  is  at  any  time 
deemed  necessary.  I  presume  that  means 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  take  advantage  of 
the  Panama  Canal,  if  it  is  thought  ad- 
visable to  do  so,  when  the  canal  is  opened 
for  traffic.  Those  are  the  main  objections 
that  have  been  raised  to  the  contract,  with 
the  exception  of  the  question  of  calls  at 
Hobart.  Here,  again,  we  are  faced  with 
the  consideration  that,  unless  we  take  the 
service  over  entirely,  we  shall-  not  be  aUe 
to  compel  the, boats  to  call  at  any  port 
when  they  are  already  full.  We  must 
assume  that  those  interested  in  a  businns 
concern  will  take  freight  when  they  are  in 
a  position  to  do  so,  but  if  their  holds  are 
full  it  will  be  of  no  use  for  the  boats  to 
call.  The  people  of  Tasmania  may  find 
themselves  in  that  position.  If  that  does 
happen,  it  will  be  one  of  the  inevitable 
results  of  handing  this  business  over  to 
private  enterprise.  If  it  was  in  the  hands 
\>f  the  Government,  it  might  be  possible 
to  hold  certain  boats  in  reser^-e,  or  to 
divert  boats  from  certain  lines  to  take  up 
traffic  that  was  urgent  at  the  time.  Other- 
wise, I  fail  to  see  how  Hobart  is  to  get 
iinv  more  consideration  ih;in  is  offered 
under  this  OKitract,  unless  the  Government 
go  a  step  further,  as  indicated  by  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  in  the 
direction  of  controlling  the  refrigerated 
space.  The  Government  would  have  to 
undertake  to  fill  the  space  if  the  shipping 
coTipany  were  compelled  to  accommodate 
the  Hobart  trade. 

Mr.  MAUGER  (Maribyrnong— Postmas- 
ter-General) [11.35]. — Notwithstanding  the 
remarks  of  honorable  members,  I  do  not 
propose,  even  now,  to  make  anything  like  a 
long  speech.  I  should  like,  as  I  could 
have  done,  to  say  a  great^  deal  about  the 
manv    phases   of  Diacl^  bafiosPQgiMetip' 
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far-reaching, and  important  questicxi.  I  could 
have  said  much  about  the  rates,  the  histc^y 
of  maii  contracts,  the  difference  between 
this  and  other  contracts,  and  what  we  lost 
By  the  ctmoessions  we  made  on  the  last  ccm- 
tract.  But  at  this  stage  of  the  session  I 
feel  impelled  to  say  but  little.  I  am  sure 
lionorable  members  will  acquit  me  of  any 
intention  to  slight  the  House,  and  will  give 
me  credit  for  d<nng  the  best  that 
ifl  possible  in  the  dicumstances.  I 
have  already  said  that  this  contract 
has  been  fully  explained  by  the  Prime 
Minister ;  fully,  fairly,  and  favorably 
discussed  by  almost  every  newspaper 
in  the  Commonwealth ;  and,  after  debate  in 
nnother  place,  adopted  almost  unanimously, 
riierefore,  every  honorable  member  must 
be  seized  of.  its  meaning.  I  further 
said  that  I  was  quite  prepared  to 
answer  any  questitms  to  the  best  of  my 
ability.  Could  anything  mixe  have  been 
done,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  are  so 
pressed  for  time?  I  have  no  fault  to  find 
with  the  manner  or  matter  of  the  speech  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Barrier  in  mov- 
ing his  amradment,  which  is,  of  course, 
the  real  question  we  have  tp  test  to-night. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— I  have  another 
amendment. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  hope  the  House  will 
not  accept  any  amendments.  The  Prime 
Minister,  the  officers  of  the  Department,  my 
colleagues,  and  myself  have  done  our  very 
best  in  the  interests  of  Australia.  If  honm- 
able  members  knew  as  much  as  we  know, 
but  are  not  privileged  to  tell,  they  would 
not  attempt  to  amend  the  contract  on  the 
lines  suggested.  It  is  provided  that  there 
shall  be  no  differentiatim  as  between  States, 
.ind  that  provision  penalizes  no  one.  AU 
we  say  is  that,  whatever  advantages  New 
South  Wales,  for  instance,  may  secure  in 
consequence  of  the  facilities  wmch  she  en- 
joys, no  extra  charge  ^all  be  made  at  any 
of  the  other  poets.  New  South  Wales^  in 
this  matter,  is  not  penalized  in  any  way. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Excuse  me; 
New  South  Wales  is  p«ialized. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  wrwig. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — New  South 
Wales  is  deliberately  deprived    of  her 

natural  advantages. 

Mr.  MAUGER.—Nothing  of  the  kind; 
all  we  say  is  that,  whatever  natural  advan- 


tages Sydney  may  enjoy  as  a  port,  no  extra 
charge  must  be  made  in  any  of  the  other 
States. 

Mr.  Mathews. — And  quite  right,  too  I 
Mr.  MAUGER.— Quite  right,  too. 
Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — It  is  right  for 
Melbourne. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Does  the  honorable 
member  object  to  Melbourne  reaping  some 
advantage  from  the  contract,  if  New  Sooi^ 
Wales  is  thereby  in  no  way  injured?  The 
Government  have  been,  and  are,  most  anxi- 
ous to  secure  the  very  best  advantages  for 
Australia.  As  to  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Franklin,  do  hon- 
orable members  imagine  for  one  mo- 
ment that  any  Postmaster-General  would 
dare  to  give  authority  for  these  boats 
not  to  call  at  Hobart  unless  for  mar- 
vellously strong  reasons? 

Mr.  Atkinson. — I  do  not  think  so. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — I  am  sure  honorable 
members  do  not  think  so.  The  clause  re- 
ferred to  was  inserted  in  the  interests  of 
Hobart,  and  marks  a  decided  step  for- 
ward for  Tasmania,  to  which  State  there 
can  be  no  danger,  unless  through  a  crc^ 
failure.  I  do  not  think  that  any  one  would 
contend  for  a  moment  that  the  mail  shipa 
should  call  at  Hobart  merely  for  the  saioe 
of  catling.  I  could  say  a  great  deal  oxire, 
but  I  am  going  to  trust  to  the  good  sense  of 
the  House  to  accept  the  assurance  that 
everything  has  been  done  by  the  Prime 
Minister  and  his  colleagues  to  secure  the 
best  possible  conditions.  If  this  contract  is 
varied,  our  work  will  have  to  be  done  over 
again,  and  we  might  not  be  able  to  get 
terms  so  advantageous  as  those  which  are 
now  offered,  and  are  submitted  to  the 
House  for  its  approval. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Will  the  putting  of  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  monber  for  • 
Barrier  preclude  the  ipoving  of  any  further 
amendments  ? 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— I  point 
out  that  all  the  amendments  moved  hitherto 
have  been  by  way  of  the  addition  of  words, 
and  each  will  be  put  in  turn. 

Question — That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
left  out  stand  part  of  the  question  (Mr. 
Thomas'  amendment) — put.  The  House 
divided. 

Ayes     ...         ...         ...  24 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  17 


Majorityoigiti 
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Atkinson,  L. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Joseph 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Edw&rds,  R. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
>'oiton.  Colonel 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hedfes.  W.  N. 
ydddl,  F. 
Lmogstoa,  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 


Atbs. 

Mauger,  S. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon.  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Thomson,  John 
Wilks,  W.  H. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
johnion,  W.  E. 


Noes. 


C»n,  E.  S. 
CatU,  J.  H. 
Fiidter,  A. 
Fowler,  J.  U. 
Fxatcr.  C.  E. 
IfaloncT,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews.  J. 
UcDimgall,  ].  K. 
CHalley,  King 


Page,  J. 
Poynton,  A. 
SpcQce,  W.  G. 
Stoner,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Watkins.  D 

Tellers: 
Hatchitoo,  J. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 


Pahs. 

Bamford,  F.  W. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Webster,  W. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Watson,  ].  C. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Brown,  Thomas 
;  Hughes,  W.  M. 
i  McDonald.  C. 
'  Mabon,  H. 


Wise,  G.  H. 
Archer,  £.  W. 
Bowden.  E.  K. 
BroiTQ,  Til  Icy 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Deakin,  A. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Harper,  R. 
Edwards.  R. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Am^dment  (by  Mr.  Frazer)  nega- 
tived— 

That  the  following  words  be  added  to  the 
motion  : — "  Subjet^  ^  a  provision  being  in- 
■erted  in  the  mail  contract  that  the  freights  for 
tmpcKtations  diall  be  the  came  to  all  Auitralian 
ports  at  which  the  mail  boatc  touch." 

Amendmait  (by  Mr.  ]  ornson)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  following  words  be  added  to  the 
motion  : — "  Subject  to  the  term  of  the  coo- 
tract  bein^  Tedoced  from  ten  to  seven  years, 
with  the  right  of  extension  for  a  further  period 
of  three  yean  on  die  same  terms." 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Are  we  to  under- 
stand that  all  debate  on  the  question  is 
dosed? 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— T  point  out 
that  the  Postmaster-General  has  already 
replied  to  the  debate.  The  procedure 
hitherto  followed  in  the  discussion  of  simi- 
lar motions  has  been  to  regard  the  motioi 
and  amendments  as  so  intenroven  that 
apeedies  made  in  coraiezion  wiA  the  amend- 
[230]— 3 


ments  are  regarded  as  having  been  ad- 
dressed to  the  original  question  also.  Mr. 
Speaker  has  always  regarded  such  speeches 
as  speedies  made  on  the  original  motion. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Is  it  not  also  a  rule 
that  where  requested  to  do  so,  Mr.  Speaker 
or  the  Chairman  of  Committees  will  put 
complicated  questions  in  sections? 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— I  point  out 
to  the  h<Hiorable  member  that  the  agree- 
ment is  not  before  the  House.  All  that  is 
before  the  House  at  the  present  time  is  the 
motion  moved  by  the  Postmaster-General. 

Hit.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Would  not  the  agree- 
ment bear  the  same  relaticm  to  the  motion 
as,  for  instance,  a  sdiedule  would  to  the 
Bill  to  which  it  is  attached? 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— No;  that 
is  not  so  There  is  before  the  House  only 
the  bare  motion  moved  by  the  Postmaster- 
General. 

Question — ^That  the  words  pnqK»ed  to 
be  added  be  so  added— put.  The  House 
di^'ided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


TO 
23 


Majority    . . . 


Ayes. 


Bam  ford,  F.  W. 
Calts,  J.  H. 
Fisher,  A. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Liddell,  F. 
Livingstoo,  J. 
Mathews,  J. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 


O  Mill  ley.  King 
Salmon,   C  C. 
Spence,  W.  O. 
Thomas,  J. 
Tudor,  F.  0. 
Watkins,  D. 
Wilks.  W.  H. 

T  tilers: 
r^ur,  K.  S. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 

Noes. 

Patje,  J. 
Ouick,  Sir  John 
Sampson,  S. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Slorrcr,  D. 
Thomson,  Dagald 
Thomson,  John 
Wise,   G.  H. 

Tellers  : 
Atkinson,  L. 
Cook,  Hume 


Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Joseph 
Coon,  J. 
Edwards,  R. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Groom,   L.  E. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Lvne.  Sir  William 
Nfaloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mauger,  S. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.    POYNTON    (Grey)    [12.0].  —  I 
move — 

That  the  following  words(T»e  added  to  the 
motion:  —  "  Snbjeetgites^  ffiMW* 


Qb.  the 
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Agreemeat  in  clause  9,  subclause  4,  after  the 
word  '  fruit '  in  the  second  line,  of  the  words 
•or  frozen  meat,'  and  in  Hoe  4  of  the  same  sub- 
clause after  'fruit'  'and  ^d.  per  lb.  net  for 
frozen  meat.* " 

In  submitting  this  amendment- 


Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— The  hon- 
orable member  has  already  spoken. 

Mr.  POYNTOX.— You  are  under  a  mis- 
apprehension, sir.  I  refrained  from  sneak- 
ing to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  DEPUTV  SPEAKER.— But  the 
Minister  has  replied. 

Mr.  Thomas.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
I  desire  to  say,  sir,  that  I  had  a  chat 
to-day  with  Mr.  Speaker  hi  regard  to  this 
very  question,  and  was  informed  by  him 
that  after  my  amendment  had  been  dis- 
posed oT,  any  further  amendment  would  be 
open  to  discussion. 

Mr.  Johnson.— After  the  mover  of  the 
original  motion  had  replied? 

Mr.  Thomas.— I  admit  that  that  point 
was  not  raised;  but  I  am  sure  that  those 
who  were  desirous  of  dealing  with^  some  of 
the  arguments  raised  during  this  debate 
would  have  objected  to  the  Postmaster- 
General  replvinjr  when  he  did  had  thev 
thought  that  his  reply  would  close  the  de- 
bate. Mr.  Speaker  told  me  that  I  could 
not  move  a  further  amendment,  but  that 
It  would  be  competent  for  me  to  speak  to 
a  further  amendment  moved  by  any  other 
honorable  member.  I  submit  th'at  this 
amendment  may  be  discussed. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— On  the  point  of 
order,  I  dare  say,  sir,  that  technically  your 
ruling  is  right ;  but"  I  am  under  the  im- 
pression that  Mr.  Speaker  has  alwavs 
allowed  the  fullest  latitude  in  the  discus- 
sion of  such  a  matter  as  this.  He  has 
treated  a  contract  of  this  kind  as  being  in 
the  nature  of  a  schedule  to  a  Bill,  and 
therefore  alterable  in  any  part.  I  submit 
that  on  an  occasion  like  this  that  pro- 
cedure should  Le  followed.  I  and  several 
others  find  that  we  are  rot  in  a  position 
under  your  ruling  to  submit  several  amend- 
ments that  have  occurred  to  us  during  this 
exhaustive  debate,  and  I  know  of  no  hon- 
orable member  on  this  side  of  the  House 
who  could  submit  them  on  our  behalf. 
The  trouble  is  that  under  cover  of  a  mo- 
tion this  contr;«:i.  has  been  submiced  in  the 
instead  of  in  Committee.  It  i.i 
ordinary  motion,  but  OTie  having 
1  to  it  an  exhaustive  schedule,  and 


there  should  be  some  way  of  discussing 
Its  details.  I  therefore  ask  you,  sir,  to 
permit  honorable  members  to  speak  on 
.imendments  which  may  be  moved. 

Mr.  Salmon. — I  would  suggest,  sir,  that 
standing  order  264,  which  provides  that 
the  reply  of  the  mover  to  the  original  ques- 
tion closes  the  debate,  refers  to  the 
original  question,  and  to  any  amend* 
ment  which  is  proposed.  As  you  are 
aware,  sir,  an  amendment  must  be  dis- 
posed of  before  another  amendment  on 
the  main  questicm  can  be  submitted.  If 
standing  order  264  were  to  apply  as  sug- 
gested by  you,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
any  further  amendment  to  be  moved.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  only  amendment 
which  has  actually  been  moved,  properly 
stated  and  put,  is  that  proposed  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Barrier. 

Mr.  Grooh. — Notice  has  been  gi\-en  of 
other  amendments. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Xojice  has  been  given  of 
them,  but  they  have  not  been  moved.  I 
ttould  point  out,  sir,  that  under  your  rul- 
ing it  would  be  impossible  for  a  second 
amendment  to  be  moved  to  anv  motion  if 
the  mo\er  of  the  original  motion  had  re- 
plied prior  to  the  fiist  amendment  being 
tested. 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.  _  In 
tliis  instance  the  questions  raised  by 
the  amendments  and  the  main  issue  have 
Ijeen  so  interwoven  that  it  would  te  almost 
impossible  to  separate  in  any  speech  the 
arguments  directed  to  an  amendment  from 
those  directed  to  the  main  question. 
Standing  order  264,  which  has  been  cited 
by  the  honorable  member'  for  Laanecoorie, 
directs  that  in  all  cases  the  reply  of  the 
mover  of  the  original  questioti  closes  the 
debate.  The  Postmaster-General  has  re- 
plied to  the  main  question,  and  the  debate 
is  therefore  closed.  But  the  practice  has 
grown  up — I  do  not  say  that  it  is  a  right  or 
that  it  is  a  wrong  one— when  honorable 
members  have  intimated  that  they  intend  to 
move  certain  amendments,  of  taking  those 
amendments  in  rotation,  after  the  mover 
has  replied.  That  is  the  course  I  am  fol- 
lowing. I  cannot,  however,  allow  the  main 
discussion  to  be  re-opened. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — The  ruling  puts  me  in  a 
false  position,  I)ecause  I  purposely  re- 
frained from  speaking  on  the  main  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.    Thomas. — Do  I^derstatd  that. 


if  the  honorable  ^Msb^i^ 


had 


Mail  Service        [22  Xoveuber,  1907.]        to  Europe. 


6501 


oKn-ed  his  amendment  first,  and  it  had 
been  discussed,  my  amendment  would  have 
had  to  be  put  without  debate  ? 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Grey  could  not 
have  been  moved  first 

Mr.  Thomas. — It  seems  to  me  that  the 
positicHi  is  an  awkward  one.  The  honor- 
able Doember  for  Grey  purposely  refrained 
from  speaking  on  the  main  question  in 
Older  to  speak  on  his  amendment. 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— The  hon- 
or^le  member  for  Grey  would  have  been 
quite  in  order  in  monng  and  speaking  to 
his  amendment  bef<M  the  Postmaster- 
General  replied.  On  the  first  day  that  this 
Parliament  met,  I,  following  a  prac- 
tice that  is  sometimes  allowed  in  the 
Queensland  Assembly,  rose  to  speak  after 
ihe  then  leader  of  the  House,  now  Mr. 
Justice  Barton,  had  replied;  but  it  was 
raled  by  Mr.  Speaker  that  I  could  not  do 
so,  and  the  ruling  has  held  good  e\-er 
nnce. 

^Ir.  Tudor. — Ts  the  hcxiorable  member 
for  Grey  prevented  from  speaking  because 
the  Postmaster-General  has  replied,  or  be- 
cause his  amendment  is  so  interwove  with 
the  main  question? 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— Because 
the  Postmaster- General  has  replied. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  do  not  dispute 
the  strict  legality  of  your  ruling,  sir  j  but, 
in  view  of  the  exceptiwial  nature  of  these 
proceedings,  which  could  not  have  been 
contemplated  wh^  the  Standing  Order 
was  framed,  I  suggest  that  it  would  be  a 
gracious  thing  to  consult  the  wishes  of 
bonord>Ie  members  who  desire  to  move 
amendments,  and  to  state  shortly  their 
reasons  for  doing  so. 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— I  cannot 
take  it  upon  mys^f  to  do  that ;  but  I  think 
I  shall  be  meeting  the  wishes  of  the 
House  if  I  put  the  question  that  ^he  honor- 
able member  for  Grey  be  heard. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— That  is  not  fair. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  think  it 
would  be  better  to  adhere  to  the  ruling.  I 
have  an  amendment,  tou. 

Mr.  DEPL'TY  SPEAKER.— I  shall 
adhere  to  my  ruling ;  but  the  course  which 
I  am  now  t^ng  is  the  customary  one.  If 
it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  House,  I  shall 
allow  the  honcvable  member  for  Grey  to 
proceed,  but  not  otherwise. 


Colonel  FoxTON. — sutxnit  that,  al- 
though as  a  matter  of  con\'enience,  with 
a  view  to  curtailing  debate,  it  may 
be  customary,  when  several  amendments 
have  been  moved  on  the  original  questicm, 
to  regard  speeches  as  applying  to  both 
amendments  and  the  main  question,  there 
can  be  only  one  question  before  the  House 
at  a  time.  When  the  Postmaster-General 
was  replying,  the  only  question  befwe  the 
House  was  the  amendment  of  the  honcn-able 
m«nber  for  Barrier. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  replied  to  arguments 
advanced  with  regard  to  all  the  other 
amendments. 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— If  the 
honorable  member  for  Brisbane  questions 
my  ruling,  he  should  move  that  ii  be  dis- 
sented from. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — I  thought  that  I  was 
raising  a  point  which  has  not  been  ccmi- 
sidered.  I  was  sut»nitting  that  the  Post- 
master-General replied,  not  to  the  original 
motion,  but  to  the  amendment  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Barrier,  which*  was 
strictly  the  question  before  the  Chair. 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER— Does  the 
honorable  member  intend  to  move  that  my 
ruling  be  dissented  from? 

Colonel  FoxTON.  —  If  you  rule,  sir, 
that  the  Postmaster- General  has  replied  to 
anything  more  than  the  questicm  which  was 
immediately  before  the  House,  I  am  dis- 
posed to  do  so. 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAXER.— I  rule 
that  the  Postmaster-General  having  re- 
plied, the  debate  upon  the  moti<m  has  been 

closed. 

Question — That  the  words  proposed  to 
Le  added  be  so  added  (^^^.  Povnton's 
amendment) — put.     The  House  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


Majwity 


Bamford,  F.  W. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
FUher,  A. 
Frazer,  C.  E, 
Hutchison,  J. 
Liddell,  F. 
Livingston,  J. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
McWiUiams,  W.  J. 


27 

to 


AVES. 


O'Malley,  King 
Poyotoo,  A. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Thomas,  J. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
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Noes. 


Archer,  E.  \V. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Carr,   E.  S. 
Cbapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  R. 
Kwing,  T.  T. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foxtoa,  Colonel 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 


M auger,  5. 
Pa^e,  J. 
Quick.  Sir  John 
Sampson,  S. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Thomson,  John 
Watkins.  D. 
Wise,  C.  H. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  J. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Amendment  n^atived. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Wilks)  put — 

That  the  following  words  be  added  to  the 
motion : — "  Subject  to  the  inclusion  in  the 
Agreement  of  a  clause  providing  that,  whenever 
practicable,  the  mail  steamers  shall  be  docked 

ia  Australia." 


The  Hotise  divided. 
Ayes 

Noes  ... 


19 
26 


Majority 

Bamford,  F.  W. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Fisher,  A. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Fraier,  C.  E. 
Hutcliison,  J. 
Liddell,  F. 
Livingston,  J. 
Mathews,  ]. 

Archer,  E.  W. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Joseph 
Coon,  J. 
Edwards,  R. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Groom,  L,  E. 
Hedges.  W.  N. 
Lvne,  Sir  William 
Mauger,  S. 
Page,  J. 


Ans. 

McDougall,  J.  K. 
O'Malley,  King 
Poyoton,  A. 
Spencc,  W.  G. 
Thomas,  J. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 

Tfilerf.- 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
McWilfiams,  W.  J. 
Ncns. 

Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Sinclair,  H, 
Smith,  Bruce 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Thomson,  Jolm 
Watkins,  D. 
Wise,   G.  H. 

Tfllert: 
Atkinson,  L. 
Cook,  Hume 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendokent  negatived. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  McWilliams) — 
put — 

That  the  following  wor<ls  be  added  to  the 
motion  : — "  Subject  to  the  proviso  in  clause  8 
being  omitted  from  the  contract." 

The  House  divided. 
Ayes      ...  ...  ...  ax 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  23 

MajcHrity  ...  ...  2 


AlkiosoD,  L. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Batchelor,  £.  L. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  K. 
Fisher,  A. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Liddell,  F. 
Livingston,  J. 
Mathews,  J. 


Carr,  E.  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foxtoa,  Colonel 
Groan,  £. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Manger,  S. 
Page,  J. 


Ates. 

I  McDougall,  J.  K. 
,  McWillTams,  W.  J. 
'  O'Malley.  King 

Sinclair,  H. 
I  Spencc,  W.  G. 

Thomas,  J, 
'  Thomson,  Dogald 

Wilks.  W.  H. 

Tellers: 
:  Archer,  E.  W. . 

JohnsoB,  W.  £. 

Noes. 

Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon.  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
SmiUt,  Bruce 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  J«ha 
Tndor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Teller  t: 
Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  J. 


Paiss. 

Poynton,  A.  Chanter,  J.  M. 

Deakin,  A.  Fysh,  Sir  Philip 

Fowler,  J.  M.  Irvine,  W.  H. 

Hughea,  W.  U.  Knox,  W. 

Questioo  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Amendmoit   (by    Mr.  Edwards)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  following  words  be  added  to  the 
motion— "And  further,  that  arrangements  should 
be  made  that  Queensland  be  relieved  during  the 
currency  of  the  mterim  contract  of  the  payment 
of  the  extra  subsidy  now  paid  by  that  State  to 
the  Orient  Steam  N.ivigntien  Company." 

Sir  William  Lvne. — It  seems  tome,  sir, 
that  the  amendment  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  question  of  the  contract,  and  I  desire 
to  know  if  it  is  in  order? 

Mr,  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.  —  The 
amendmoit  which  the  honorable  nmnber 
for  Oxley  seeks  to  add  to  the  motion  is  a 
proviso  that  certain  words  shall  be  inserted 
in  the  contract,  if  ratified  bv  the  House, 
before  it  is  formally  completed.  In  the 
circumstances,  I  rule  that  it  is  in  order. 

Question — put.    The  House  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


^fajorily 


Bamford,  F.  W. 
Fisher,  A. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Liddell,  F. 
McWillianH,  W.  J. 
Pftge.  J. 


12 

33 

21 


AVES. 

Sinclair,  H. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Thomas,  J. 

TelltrtT 
Arch^ 
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Nou. 


BatcheloT,  £.  L. 
C«r,  E.  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Chapmui,  Aoslin 
K'ooit,  JoseiA 
-Conn,  J. 
Ewiac,  T.  T. 
Forrekt.  Sir  John 
Fowler.  I.  U. 
Hedgei.  W.  N. 
Rvtchison,  1. 
Joh&aoD.  W.  E. 
LiTingston*  J. 
Lrne,  Sir  William 
Malaner,  W.  R.  N. 
SiRihews,  J. 
Manger.  S. 


McDoueaU,  J.  K. 
O'MtUej.  King 
Po^ntoo,  A. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
SampMO,  S. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Thomson,  John 
Tndor,  F.  G. 
\V:itkin»,  D. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Wise.  G.  H. 

Telleri! 
Atkinun,  L. 
Cook,  Hume 


Qoesdcxi  90  reserved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  n^atived. 

Questicm — ^That  the  motion  be  agreed 
to — put.     The  House  divided. 

Ayes     ...  ...  ...  29 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  14 


Majority 


Atkinson,  L. 
Carr.  E.  S. 
Chapman.  Austin 
4  'oa«,  loaeph 

COOB,  1. 

Edwards,  R. 
F.wing.  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foxton.  Colonel 
Croom.  L.  "E. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Lid<feU,  F. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Uakncy.  W.  R.  N. 
Manger.  S. 


Bamford.  F.  W. 
Batckelor,  E.  U 
Catts.  J.  H. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Fraxer.  C.  E. 
Livingston,  J. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 


Bowdea,  E.  K. 
VtM,  G.  H. 
Deakin,  A. 
Knox.  W. 

Smith,  Bruce 
Faller,  G.  W. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 


15 


Ans. 


Page,  J. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
SampMm,  S. 
Sinclair.  H. 
Storrer.  D. 
Tbomaoa,  Dugald 
Thomson,  John 
Watkioa.  D. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Wise,  G.  H. 


r///*f J.- 
Archer, E.  W. 
Cook,  Hume 


Noes. 


0*Malle7,  King 
Spence,  W.  G. 
lliomas,  J. 

Tudor,  F.  G. 

W.- 
Hutchison, J. 
Mathews,  J. 


PAIBf. 


Webster,  W. 
Brown,  Thomas 

I  Foster,  F.  J. 
[  Mahoo,  H. 
.  Hall,  D.  R. 
i  Hughes,  W.  M. 
.  Poynton,  A. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  afBnnative. 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  approves 
(he  agreement  made  and  entered  into  the  t5th 
day  o{  November,  1907,  between  His  Majesty's 


Postmaster-General  in  and  for  the  Common- 
wealth of  Australia  of  the  first  part,  Orient 
Steam  Navigation  Company  Limited  of  the  sec* 
ond  part,  and  the  Law  tiuarantee  and  Trust 
Society  Limited  of  the  third  part  for  the  car- 
riage of  mails  and  services  to  be  performed  as 
therein  provided,  a  copy  of  which  agreement 
has  been  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House. 

ADDITIONAL  SITTING  DAY. 

Sir  WILtlAM  LYNE  (Hume—Trea- 
surer) [12.47  a.m-l- — I  desire,  by  leave, 
fo  move — 

That  until  otherwise  ordered  this  House  do 
meet  at  half-past  10  o'clock  a.m.  on  Monday 
in  each  week  in  addition  to  the  present  sitting 
days. 

Mr,  Bamford. — Is  the  question  of  the 
mail  contract  concluded  ?  You  have  not 
put  it  from  the  chair,  sir.  The  last  divi- 
sion did  not  ccmclude  the  matter  so  far 

as  I  am  concerned. 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— That  mat- 
ter has  been  disposed  of.  Has  the  Trea- 
surer permission  to  move  this  motion  with- 
out notice? 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — I  object. 

•    SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [n-50  a.m.3. — Then  I  move — 

That  the  House,  at  its  rising,  adjourn  untit 
this  day  at  ti  o'clot^  a.m. 

Had  there  been  no  objection  to  the  motioa 

regarding  sitting  on  Mcmdays  I  should 
not  have  moved  for  a  sitting  to-day  at  all, 
as  it  is  now  \-ery  late  and  honorable  mem- 
bers are  tired. 

Mr.  Frazeb. — Can  a  modon  of  that 
description  be  moved  without  notice,  see* 
ing  that  it  alters  a  sesicnal  order  regard- 
ing the  days  of  sitting? 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— The 
Standing  Orders  provide  for  the  moving  of 
motions  of  this  description. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH  (Parkes)  [12.53 
a.m.]. — I  understand  from  what  the  Trea- 
surer said  that  this  motion  is  moved  in 
order  to  test  the  feeling  of  the  House. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— We  are  placed 
in  a  peculiar  positicHi.  According  to  his 
statement,  the  Treasurer  is  now  trying  to 
force  us  to  sit  again  to-day,  not  because 
the  House  has  frustrated 
way,  but  simply  l^y^A^PS^able 
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member  objected  to  leave  being  given 
him  to  move  a  motion  without  notice. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I    was   g(»ng  to 

take  the  sense  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Will  the  Trea- 
surer take  the  sense  of  the  House  as  to 
whether  we  should  meet  agam  for  two 
hours  to^y? 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [12.53  a.m.}. 
— The  Treasurer's  proposal  is  fair  if  we  in- 
tend to  try  to  complete  certain  work  be- 
fore we  rise  for  Christmas.  The  criticism 
of  the  hcmorable  member  for  Farkes  was 
not  Quite  warranted,  because  if  we  do  not 
meet  later  to-day  it  is  obvious  that  we  shall 
lose  the  ^fonday  sitting  also.  If  the  hon- 
orable  member  fcHr  Hunter  will  withdraw 
his  objection,  we  can  avoid  meeting  again 
to-day,  and  meet  on  Monday- 
Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[12.54  a-m.]. — I  understand  that  the  Trea- 
surer, if  he  could  have  made  arrangements 
for  the  Monday  sitting,  did  not  intend  to 
ask  the  House  to  meet  again  to-day. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  was  going  to 
take  the  sense  of  the  House  as  to  whether 
they  desired  to  sit  to-day. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  understand 
that  the  Treasurer  proposed  to  ^t  to-day, 
in  order  to  fix  a  meeting  for  Mcmday. 

Sir  WzLUAM  Lyne. — If  we  do  meet  to- 
day, 1  propose  that  we  shall  do  business. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— We  are  here  to 
do  business,  and  as  we  have  been  kept  from 
our  homes,  I  suggest  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Hunter  withdraw  his  objection, 
and  that  we  sii  both  to-day  and  on  Mon- 
day. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mail  Service  to  Evrope — Days  of  Sit- 
ting— Tasmanian  Mails. 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr,  POYNTON  (Grey)  [i.o  a.m.).— I 
desire  to  ask  the  Treasurer  whether,  before 
any  moneys  are  ,paid  on  account  of  the 
extension  of  the  mail  service  to  Brisbane, 
the  House  will  be  given  an  opportunity  to 
express  an  opinion  on  the  subject. 


Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [i.i  a-m.].— 
I  desire  to  explain  why  I  took  the  acticHi  1 
did  in  regard  to  the  i»oposed  extra  sittings. 
I  consider  that  we,  as  a  House,  have  been 
very  scunaly  treated  by  the  Treasurer.  I 
heard  the  remarks  whidi  you,  Mr.  Deputy- 
Speaker,  made  the  other  day,  and  I  concur 
in  every  word  you  said.  The  way  in  which 
the  Tariff  has  been  dealt  with  is  a  disgrace 
to  the  country.  Item  after  item  of  no  con- 
sequence has  been  dealt  with,  while  impor- 
tant items  have  been  left  over  until  the  fag- 
end  of  the  year,  in  the  hope  of  getting 
them  through  in  the  rush.  I  am  {Mrepared 
to  sit  every  day  if  necessary;  but  I  must 
enter  my  protest  against  the  manner  in 
which  business  has  been  conducted. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [1.2  a.m.].- The 
threatened  coal  strike  in  New  South  Wales 
caused  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  mail 
steamers  running  betwera  Tasmania  and 
the  mainland.  There  has  been  only  one 
mail  from  Tasmania  since  last  Wednesday, 
and  there  will  not  be  another  delivered  until 
Monday.  I  desire  to  know,  now  that  the 
strike  is  over,  when  the  ordinary  service 
will  be  resumed. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [1.5  a.m.].— The 
Treasurer  has  always  been  known  as  a 
sturdy  advocate  of  the  workers;  and  I  de- 
sire to  know  what  he  proposes  to  do  in  the 
case  of  the  dockers.  The  honwable  gentle- 
man has  had  a  conversati<xi  with  the 
manager  of  the  company. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  was  private. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Then  I  shall  do  no  more 
than  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  to  de- 
vise some  means  of  getting  over  the  dif> 
ficulty. 

Mr.  MAUGER  (Maribyrnong- Post- 
master-General) fi'-S  a.m.].' — In  reply  to 
the  honorable  member  for  Bass,  I  mav  say 
that  instructions  will  be  given  for  the 
ordinary  mail  time-table  between  the  main- 
land and  Tasmania  to  be  resumed  at  onre. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [1.6  a.m.]. — In  reply  to  the  hcmor- 
able  member  for  Grey  in  regard  to  the  cost 
of  the  extension  of  the  mail  service  to  Bris- 
bane, I  have  to  «ay  that  that  is  a  matter 
for  the  Prime  Minister,  but  I  think  I  can 
safely  assure  him  tTiat  no  definite  arrange- 
ment will  be  made,  and  no  money  paid, 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

Question  resolved  in  the-  affirmative. 
House  adjounie<P'at'¥.«'=il.V*^i»?iSt^). 
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IQousc  of  i\rpicsrntatibrs. 

Saturday,  33  Nnvetaber,  igo/. 


ABSENCE  OF  Mr.  SPEAKER. 

The  Clerk  acquainted  the  House  that 
he  had  been  informed  of  the  unavoidable 
absence  of  Mr.  SraAKEB. 

Mr.  Deputy-Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
II  a.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

PORT  DAVEY. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster- General  ivhetbtf  negotiations 
are  proceeding  on  the  subject  of  estaUish- 
ing  telephone  communication  with  Port 
Dai-ev  on  the  south-west  coast  of  Tas- 
mania? 

Mr.  MACGER.— The  question  of  con- 
necting Port  Davey  by  telephone  is  en- 
gaging tbe  attention  of  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph Department  and  the  State  Premier, 
from  whom  it  will  be  necessary  to  obtain 
a  guarantee. 

WIRELESS  TELEGRAPHY. 

Mr.  FOWLER.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Postmaster- General  a  question  relating  to 
a  clause  in  the  mail  contract  with  the 
Orient  Steam  Navigation  Company,  which 
I  had  intended  to  refer  to  last  night,  but 
which,  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour. 
I  refrained  from  dealing  with.  The  clause 
specifies  that  certain  steps  shall  be  taken 
by  the  contracting  companv  with  reference 
to  establishinii;  communication  with  a  wire- 
less telegraphy  station  on  Rottnest  Is- 
land. I  wish  to  know  whether  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  wireless  telegra^^y  station 
on  that  island  is  likelv  to  be  undertaken 
at  an  early  dale.  There  certainly  is  a 
great  necessity  for  its  establishment. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  matter  of  estab- 
lishing a  wireless  telefiraphy  station  on 
Rottnest  Island  is  receiving  the  attention 
of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department, 
and  1  hope  that  Iwig  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  contract  it  will  be  established. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— Has  tht- 
Poitmaster-General  yet  made  any  arrange- 
o»ent  to  COTinect  Ring  Island,  a  very  im- 
portant part  of  the  Darwin  electorate, 
vith  tbe  mainland,  by  meant  of  wireless 
telegraphy? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — No  such  arrangement 
has  vet  been  made,  but  I  Gave  no  doubt 
that  so  important  a  place  will  reouve  every 
coQsiderattoo. 


RABBIT  DESTRUCTION. 
Mr.  LIDDELL. — I  see  by  this  morning's 
Argus  that  the  report  of  Dr.  Tidsweil, 
with  reference  to  rabbit  destruction,  has 
been  furnished  to  the  press.  So  far  as  I 
am  aware,  no  information  on  the  subject 
has  vet  been  given  to  the  House.  I  de- 
sire to  know  whether  the  Treasurer  pro- 
poses to  furnish  the  House  with  the  re- 
port, and  also  why  it  should  be  supplied 
to  the  press  before  its  supply  to  honorable 
members. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  not  yet 
received,  nor  has  the  Prime  Minister  re- 
ceived, the  report  of  Dr.  Tidswell.  Yes- 
terday afternoon  I  received  from  Mr. 
Ashton  a  letter  advising  me  that  be  bad 
been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  report 
*>>'  Tidswell,  who  had  informed  him 
that  he  had  posted  one  to  me,  which  I 
would  receive  yesterday  afternoon,  and 
askm;;  me  not  to  give  It  to  the  press  here 
until  the  time  when  he  intended  to  give 
his  own  copv  to  the  press  in  Svdnev.  I 
did  not  receive  the  report  by  yesterdav's 
mail,  nor  have  I  received  it  bv  this  morn- 
ing's mail.  Knowing  that  it  would  be 
handed  to  the  press  in  Sydney,  I  infoimed 
one  pc  two  perstms  connected  with  the  press 
here  yesterday  that  it  would  be  available  in 
Sydney,  and  that  they  had  better  get  it 
telegraphed  to  Melbourne.  With  the  con- 
currence of  the  Prime  Minister,  I  shall 
lay  the  report  upon  the  table  of  the  House 
as  soon  as  it  is  received,  and  the  Cabinet 
will  consider  what' action  shall  be  taken. 

PAPER. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  laid  upon  the  table  the 

following  piijjer- — 

Pjpua — Ordinances  of  1907 — 

No.      q.  —  Supplementarv  Appropriation, 
'904-5- 

N©.      10.— Supplementary  Appropriation, 
1905-6. 

POST-OFFICE:  PENOLA. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON.—Some  time  ago 
the  Postmas'er-General  was  good  enough 
to  prcmiise  me  that  he  woyld  ascertain  the 
cost  of  improving  the  post-office  nt  Penola, 
in  South  Australia,  and  I  desire  to  know 
if  he  has  yet  receirad  a  repwt  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber will  make  inquiries  at  the  office  of  the 
Department,  I  shall  be  able  to  give  him 
full  information.-  As  there  are  £(hisp'  " 
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of  post-oflBces  in  the  Ccnnmonwealth,  it  is 
quite  impossible  for  me  to  carry  in  my 
mind  such  information  as  he  desires  to  ob- 
tain in  reference  to  the  Penola  office. 
PERSONAL  EXPLANATION., 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  find  that  in 
the  Age  report  of  the  division  on  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Barrier  for  the  nationalization  of  the 
ocean  mail  service,  a  number  of  honorable 
members  are  reported  as  havir^  voted  on 
the  side  of  the  *'  ayes  **  who  ought  to  have 
been  iep(Hted  as  having  voted  on  the  side 
of  the  "noes."  I  And  also  that  the  names 
of  certain  members  have  been  entered  in 
the  pair-book  in  the  same  way.  The  divi- 
sion is  reported  in  the  Age  as  twenty-four 
"  ayes "  and  seventeen  "  noes."  The 
seventeen  "  noes  "  axnprise  members  of  the 
Labour  Party.  Those  htmorable  members 
who  paired  against  the  amendment  are  re- 
ported in  the  newspaper  as  "  noes." 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— The  pair-book  is 
wrong? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Yes.  The  im- 
pression is  given  to  the  public  that  Mr. 
Wise,  Mr.  Archer,  Mr.  Bowden,  Mr.  J.  T. 
Brown,  Mr.  Fairbaim,  Sir  John  Forrest, 
Mr.  Deakin,  Mr.  Bruce  Smith,  Mr.  Har- 
per, Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine,  and  Mr.  Knox  paired 
in  favour  of  the  "nationalization  "  amend- 
ment. With  regard  tcf  the  lauy^hter  which 
my  remarks  evoke,  I  think  it  will  be 
si^iciently  sugsestive  to  the  public  of  the 
error  that  the  idea  of  those  hon- 
orable gmtlemen  pairing  for  such  an 
ammdment  has  provoked  so  much  humour 
on  the  part  of  members  of  the  House.  The 
pair-book  justifies  the  report  in  the  news- 
paper, because  the  names  I  have  read  are 
entered  under  "  Fot,"  and  the  absent  mem- 
bers of  the  Labour  Party  are  reported  as 
having  paired  against  their  colleague's 
amendment. 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.—!  may 
mention  that  the  House  does  not  recognise 
pairs  in  any  way,  and  that  the  pair-book  is 
kept  merely  for  the  convenience  of  honor- 
able members  who  ctesire  to  be  absent 

ADDITIONAL  SITTING  DAY. 
Motion  (bv  Mr.  Deakin)  proposed — 

That,  until  otherwise  ordered,  this  House 
do  meet  .-U  h.-ilf-p.tst  ten  o'clork  a.m.  on  Mem. 
d»v  in  each  week,  in  addition  to  the  present 
silling  davs. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
fii.8J.-^r  shall  offer  no  objection  to  the 
motion,-  fhough  I  think  that  it  comes  not 
WrV'  'appAjprtiteiy  ^^om  the  Government, 


who  have  frittered  away  during  the  ses- 
sion a  lot  of  valuable  time,  which  might 
have  been  spent  very  profitably  on  the 
important  topic  of  the  Tariff.  How- 
ever, it  seems  to  me  that  in  the  closing 
hours  of  this  period  of  the  session 
we  are  to  be  treated  to  what  ^  I 
described  the  other  night  as  a  "  legis- 
lative orgy."  It  is  to  be  deprecated, 
in  the  mterests  of  the  commercial 
classes,  that  we  should  be  driven  into 
these  straits  in  the  consideration  of  the 
Tariff.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  the 
difficulty  that,  if  we  do  not  make  some  pro- 
gress now,  the  ccHnmercial  classes — indeed* 
all  secti<His  of  the  community — will  suffer 
still  more  by  reason  of  the  delay.  We  are  ^ 
in  one  of  those  difficult  positions  in  which 
one  does  not  quite  know  the  best  wav  to 
proceed.  I  believe  that  we  shall  be  con- 
sulting the  best  interests  of  t"he  country 
if  we  err  in  favour  of  a  full  and  favour- 
able consideration  of  the  interests  of 
thf»e  outade,  who  are  so  profoundly 
affected  by  the  Tariff.  With  that 
cimditicHi  I  shall  support  the  proposaL 
I  hope  that  it  will  not  .be  necessary 
for  the  GOT-ernmen  t  to  resort  to  a  1 1  - 
night  sittings  if  we  are  going  to  sit  six 
days  a  week  and  all  the  hours  of  the  ck)dc 
except  the  night  hours.  It  should  be  made 
a  rule  not  to  entiendi  on  those  boors  which 
we  ought  to  devote  to  sleep.  We  shall  have 
little  enough  time  if  we  are  to  any 
sleep  at  all  to  devote  oursdves  to  busiiiess  ; 
and  the  Tariff  is,  after  all,  the  most  im- 
portant business  whidi  can  engi^  this  Par- 
liament at  the  present  time.  Every  man, 
woman,  and  child  in  the  coontry  is  directly 
affected  by  it.  I  trust  that  we  shall  devote 
ourselves  uninterruptedly  to  it — I  say  that 
advisedly  —  without  the  interpolation  of 
other  measures  in  the  manner  attempted 
during  last  week  by  the  Goverrmient.  Last 
night  we  were  actuallv  asked  by  the  Attor- 
ney-General to  (xmsider  the  Quarantine 
Bill.  Surely  that  is  a  matter  which  can 
wait  until  we  meet  again,  whoi  we  can  deal 
with  it  with  minds  free  and  untrammelled 
by  the  weight  of  other  important  business, 
such  as  we  are  engaged  upon  now.  The 
country  will  lose  nothing,  and  no  interest 
will  suffer  if  the  Quarantine  Bill  is  delaved 
a  little.  Indeed,  I  think  diat  the  country 
will  gain  from  the  more  careful  ai»d  deli- 
berate consideration  of  such  a  measure 
rather  than  by  rushing  it  through  during 
the  closing  hours  of  stttincs  when  honor- 
able members  ar^itiiied  ^«AdM:annot  possibly 
give  to  it  the  attention  that  it  deserves. 
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Thai  is  the  way  not  to  do  the  country's 
business.  One  reasOT  why  this  Parliament 
is  becnning  so  unpopular  in  the  States  as 
a  whole  is  by  reason  of  the  crude  and  in- 
digested legislatimi  which  has  been  put 
through  during  the  closing  hours  of 
sittings  when  hooorable  members  have 
Eeen  too  tired  to  give  to  the 
basiness  the  oonsideratkMi  to  which  it  is 
entitled  I  hope,  therefore,  that  no  inter- 
poUtioDS  ai  the  kind  will  be  attempted. 
We  should  address  ourselves  steadily  to 
tbe  specific  task  before  us,  and  pursue  it 
uninterruptedly,  in  the  hope  that  we  may 
reach  a  amclusicm  with  every  interest  fully 
conserved  and  pr(^rly  considered.  I 
should  like  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  what 
he  proposes  to  do  r^rding  Sativday  sit- 
tings? That  is  a  pomt  upcm  which  he 
was  very  vague. 

Mr.  Deakzn. — I  thought  that  the  fairest 
thing  was  to  allow  the  House,  next  Fri- 
day, to  fix  its  own  time. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  the  Prime 
Minister  leaves  it  until  neirt  Friday,  hon- 
orable members  frcmi  other  States  will  have 
made  th«r  arrangements.  Tbe  trouble 
seems  to  be  that  no  one  is  thought  of  in 
these  matters  but  honorable  members  from 
tbe  Prime  Minister's  own  State.  That  Is 
not  fair  to  others.  I  submit  that  the  Go- 
vernment ought  to  forecast  the  business 
for  the  week,  so  that  honorable  members 
may  know  when  the  House  is  going  to  sit. 
In  that  case,  diose  who  have  homes  in 
other  States  will  be  able  to  make  their  ar- 
rangements. Their  amveriience  ought  to  be 
met.  I  should  like  to  suggest,  also,  that 
if  we  are  to  sit  on  Saturday,  we  might 
try  to  get  more  than  two  hours'  work  done. 
It  is  hardly  worth  while  for  the  House  to 
meet  for  two  hours. 

Mr.  Thomas. — We  should  not  have 
hef-n  meeting  to-dav.  except  for  the  honor- 
able menher  for  Hunter. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  was  quite 
a  misunderstanding. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — We  should  have  sat 
to-day  under  any  circumstances. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.-^The  Treasurer 
gave  us  his  assurance  that  he  intended  to 
ask  the  House  to  sit  oti  Saturday,  as  well 
as  on  Monday.  If  he  made  a  different 
statement  to  other  honorable  mendiefs,  I 
was  not  aware  of  it 

Mr. Thomas. — He  said  that  we  need  not 
sit  to-day  because  we  sat  late  last  night. 


Mr.  SALSroN.— The  Treasurer  stated 
while  the  discussion  was  gtnng  on  that  be 
did  not  intend  to  ask  the  House  to  meet 

to-day. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Tbe  Treasurer 
told  me  distinctly  that  he  proposed  that 
we  should  sit  to-day  as  well  as  on  Mcmday. 
It  is  just  as  well  that  the  bonorable 
gentleman  shotild  clear  the  matter  up.  In 
the  meantime  I  ask  the  Government  to 
state  what  they  propose  to  do  in  the 
matter  of  Saturday  sittings. 

Mr..  FISHER.—  (Wide  Bay)  [11.15]-— 
I  agree  that  the  principal  business  to  be 
dealt  with  by  the  House  before  the 
Christmas  bc^idays  should  be  the  Tariff, 
and  that  the  Governnient  should,  as  far  as 
possible,  arrange  to  devote  the  whole  of 
our  time  to  it.  They  should  also  endeavor 
to  locdc  ahead  so  that  hoiun-able  membm 
from  other  States  may  be  able  to  make 
their  arrangements.  I  saetTest  that  the 
Prime  Minister  should  make  his  motion 
include  Saturday  sittings.  If  that  is  done 
it  will  be  quite  easy  on  any  day  during 
the  week  to  move  that  the  House  at  its 
rising  on  Friday  adjourn  until  Monday,  if 
it  is  not  desired  to  sit  on  Saturday.  That 
is  the  best  course  to  take- 
Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  hcmcw- 
able  member  wants  the  House  to  sit  on 
Saturdays,  I  suppose? 
Mr.  FISHER.— Oh  yes. 
Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — But  not  for 
two  hours. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Why  not  sit  on  Sundays, 
also? 

Mr.  FISHER. — For  the  obvious  reason 
that  we  have  other  duties  to  perftwm. 
Some  of  us  would  prefer  to  be  with  our 
families  on  Sundays. 

Mr.  Mahon. — The  better  the  day,  the 
better  the  deed  I 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  have  no  objection  to 
the  honorable  member  moving  that  the 
House  sit  on  Stmday  if  he  chooses,  but  I 
do  not  reoHmnend  such  a  proposition  to  the 
Government.  I  do  hope  that  the  Tariff 
will  be  the  principal  work,  and  that  we 
shall  complete  it  before  we  rise  for  the 
Christmas  holidays.  But  I  also  desire  to 
observe  that  the  Government  should  see 
to  it  that  the  wages  prescribed  by  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Higgins  shall  be  paid  to  the  workmen 
who  are  entitled  to  them.  If  that  be  done, 
I  desire  to  say,  on  behalf  of  myself  and 
the  party  to  which  I  belong  that,  those 
conditions  fulfilled,  very  reasonable  terms 
will  be  agreed  to  regarding  other  matters. 
The  intenti<Hi  of  Parliament  clearly  « 
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insure  the  payment  of  fair  and  reasonable 
wages  to  the  worlcmen,  and  not  to  collect 
revenue  in  the  form  of  an  Excise  duty. 
I  think  there  will  be  time  enough  to  have 
that  matter  attended  to  before  we  adjourn. 
I  shall  do  my  utmost  in  assisting  the  Go- 
vernment to  get  the  Tariff  through  before 
the  Christmas  holidays. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  honorable  member 
believes  in  sitting  all  the  year  rourid,  holi- 
days included. 

Mr.  FISHER.— All  that  I  have  to  say 
in  reply  to  that  remark  is  that  it  is  one  of 
those  interjections  that  are  not  only  irrele- 
vant but  utterly  incorrect 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — ^The  honorable 
member  should  not  take  such  a  remark  too 
literally.  , 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  two  matters  to 
which  I  wish  to  have  attention  given  are, 
first,  that  we  should  get  the  Tariff  through 
before  the  holidays,  and,  secondly,  that 
justice  should  be  idone  to  those  people  who 
are  interested  in  the  Exdse  legtslaticm  in 
securing  them  that  which  Parliament  in- 
tended that  they  should  have,  and  lo 
which  a  High  Court  Justice  has  decided 
that  thev  are  entitled. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [11.19].— 
The  extraordinarv  part  of  the  speech  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta 
was,  that  being  as  he  has  told  us,  intensely 
opposed  to  this  motion,  he  should  yet  be 
able  to  give  his  vote  for  it.  He  has  put 
forward  the  plea  that  the  commercial  cwn- 
munity  are  waiting  for  the  settlement  of 
the  Tariff.  If  the  Tariff  could  be  defin- 
itely fixed  before  Christmas  there 
would  be  a  great  deal  to  be  said  for 
what  the  honorable  member  has  urged.  But 
he  knows,  as  we  all  know,  that  if  we  pass 
the  duties  remaining  for  consideration  it 
will  not  mean  finality  with  regaid  to  the 
Tariff,  and  that  the  unrest  which  is  affect- 
ing the  commercial  community  will  con- 
tinue just  the  same.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  about  that.  Therefore,  there  is  no 
excuse  whatever  for  rushing  the  Tariff 
through. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  hope  that  the 
honorable  member  does  not  think  that  I 
desire  the  Tariff  to  be  rushed  through  the 
House^  I  say  emphatically  that  I  will  not 
assist  in  rushing  it  through. 

Mr.  MAHON. — But  the  honorable  mem- 
ber is  supporting  this  motion,  the  object  of 
— undoubtedly  is  to  facilitate  the  nish- 
*  the  Tariff  dirough  this  House. 
Bruce  Smith. — Not  at  all. 


Mr.  MAHON'.— Then  what  is  its  object? 
Finality  will  not  be  reached  even  if  this 
House  does^  dispose  of  the  Tariff  before 
Christmas. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith.— The  passing  of  the 
motion  will  not  induce  me  to  forego  any 
protest  that  I  think  I  ought  to  make. 

Mr.  AfAHOX.— Quite  so;  but  surely  the 
honorable  member  must  recognise  the  con- 
dition into  which  the  House  is  drifting. 
When  honoridile  members  are  utterly  worn 
out  physically,  it  is  impossible  for  them  to 
attend  here  regularly  to  support  his  elo- 
quent protests,  so  that  the  duties  proposed 
by  the  Government  are  aereed  ta  The 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  has' 
rightly  staid  that  the  Tariff  profoundly 
affects  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  the 
community ;  hence  it  should  be  considered 
when  members  are  in  full  possession  of 
their  faculties.  Our  work  cannot  be  pro- 
perly done  otherwise,  and  the  public  will 
suffer  frcxn  our  slipshod  decisitms.  I  fail 
to  recognise  the  necessity  for  this  motion, 
and  think  that  it  is  little  short  of 
an  affront  to  the  House  to  submit 
it  without  any  explanation.  I  should 
willingly  make  any  reasonable  sacrihcc  in 
order  that  the  Tariff  might  be  finally  dis- 
posed of  before  Christmas ;  but  we  all 
know  that  although  the  powers  of  the 
Senate  are  not  exactly  co-ordinate  with  our 
own,  it  can  make  requests  and  hold  up  the 
Tariff  until  we  either  approve  or  cUsap- 
prove  of  those  requests.  That  being  so,  is 
It  reasonable  to  suggest  that  it  is  necessary 
for  this  Ho'Jse  to  dispose  of  the  Tariff  be- 
fore Christmas?  X  see  no  urgency  in  the 
matter,  and  am  prepared  to  indorse  the 
A'ieWs  of  the  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta not  only  as  lo  the  manner  in  which 
the  Tariff  has  been  submitted,  but  as  to  the 
general  conduct  of  business  during  the  last 
three  or  four  months.  If  the  Govemnnent 
had  desired  an  honest  discussicm  of  the 
Tariff,  instead  of  introducing  it  and  endea- 
vouring to  rush  it  through  the  HtHise  in  the 
closing  weeks  of  the  session,  they  should 
have  made  it  the  first  business. 

Mr.  Johnson. — And  it  should  be  dealt 
with  in  sections  in  different  sessions  in  order 
that  it  might  be  carefully  ccMisidered. 

Mr.  MAHON. — Mv  experience  of  the 
consideration  of  two  Tariffs  in  this  House 
has  satisfied  me  that  Parliament  is.  per- 
haps, the  worst  tribunal  that  could  be 
selected  for  the  adjustment  of  duties ;  the 
WOTk  is  one  that  requires  expert  knowledge 
and  the  utmost  deliberatioifW.(be,{iart  of 
those  to  whom  it  B9!fitfi&tM."^^WTiaws, 


Additional 


[33  N0TE3fBEK,   1907.]        SUting  Day. 


6509 


however,  to  make  the  best  of  the  position, 
and  that  I  contend  we  are  not  doing.  I 
fully  indorse  the  remarks  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Parraraatta  regarding  the  prac- 
tice of  rushing  Iegislati<Mi  through  Parlia- 
ment at  the  end  of  a  session.    During  the 
consideration  of  the  Tariff  schedule  I  had 
occasion  to  move  for  a  reduction  in  the  mon- 
strous sugar  duties,  and  was  then  reminded  of 
a  provision  in  an  Act  of  Parliament  passt'd 
some  time  ago  in  which  we  fixed  the  Excif^'^ 
uid  bounty.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  that  mea- 
sure was  rushed  through  this  House,  just 
as  the  Government  are  now  nishing  the 
Tariff  through  it,  and  without  anything  Hke 
adequate  or  fair  consideration.     A  bargain 
was  then  made  which  I  was  reminded  the 
other  day  must  bind  the  whole  Common- 
wealth for  manv  years.    That  in  itself  con- 
stitutes a  valid  and  forcible  reason  for  our 
refusing  to  hurriedly  fix  duties  the  effect  ot 
which  mav  be  to  divert  the  whole  course  of 
trade  and  business.  If  the  Government  had 
had  any  real  desire  that  the  Tariff  should 
be  properly  considered,  instead  of  wasting 
the  early  part  of  the  session  they  would 
have  submitted  it  to  the  House  as  socmi 
as  we  met.    There  was  nothing  to  prevent 
them  doing  so.    Thev  had  before  them  the 
progress  reports  of  the  Tariff  Commission, 
and  should  have  been  able  without  diffi- 
culty, to  decide  what  recommendations  they 
were  prepared  to  support,  and  what  varia- 
tions of  the  recanmendations  of  the  Com- 
mission they  desired.     I  have  spoken  but 
rarelv  during    the    consideration  of  the 
Tariff.  Relieving  that  an  honorable  member 
should  amflne  his  attenticm  to  those  items 
cf  which  he  has  expert  knowledge.  On 
several   occasions,    when    I   intended  to 
s[)eak,  [  have  been  forestalled  by  gentle- 
men who  are  continually  on  their  feet,  and 
who  in  sonie  way  have  secured  a  monopoly 
on  the  debate,   i  am  not  going  to  continue 
that  line  of  action,  and  1  do  not  think  that 
the  passing  of  this  motion  will  'facilitate 
business.     I  protest  against   thts  House 
meeting  on  Saturdays,  as  well  as  on  Mon- 
days.   If  bfxiorable  members  would  comvi 
to  a  reasonable  frame  of  mind,  and  speak 
only  on  the  que^ions  of  which  they  have 
expert  knowledge,    the   volume  of  talk 
would  be  cOTsiderably  reduced,  and  the  or- 
dinary davs  of  sitting  would  be  ample  to 
enable  us  to  pass  the  Tariff  within  a  rea- 
wtuble  period.    It  is  true  that  the  Govern- 
ment, when  rearranging  the  business  of  the 
House,  have  got  into  the  habit  of  consulting 
the  convenience  of  certain  honorable  mem- 
bers. But  tbey  make  a  mistake  if  they  think 


that  everybo.-ly  else  is  going  to  acquiesce 
in  these  st-cret  bargains  in  which  theii 
convenience  is  not  cnnsidercil.  Jn  such 
circumstances,  the  Government  cannot  com- 
plain if  thev  are  subjected  to  a  little 
criticism.  The  arrangement  to  rush  tht- 
Tariff  through  the  House  before  Christmas, 
and  then  to  have  a  fairly  long  adjournment 
does  not  particularly  suit  the  conwnience 
of  members  from  other  States.  I  am  not 
one  of  those  who  will  be  specially  con- 
venienced. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  Government 
consult  the  leaders  of  the  \arious  parties. 

Mr.  MAHOX.— And  the  leaders  should 
consult  their  followers  before  making  a 
bargain. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  should  like  to 
know  what  leaders  have  been  consulted. 

Mr.  MAHOX.— When  I  asked  the  hon- 
oralile  inenber  for  Wide  Pnv  yesterday 
nhetler  there  was  to  he  a  Saturd'av's 
silting,  I  received  the  answer  '*  No" ; 
yet  I  find  mvself  here  to-day  when  I 
should  preferabiv  be  somewhere  else.  It 
is  the  dutv  of  the  Goveniment  to  consult 
honorable  rocmliers  generally. 

Mr.  Thomas.  -We  are  here  to-day  as 
the  result  of  the  action  of  one  honorable 
member. 

Mr.  MAHOX.— That  viev.-  has  been  dis- 
puted by  the  honorable  m;  mber  conrerned. 

Mr.  Thomas. T—Bv  \vho:ii? 

Mr.  MAHOX.— By  the  honorable  mem 
ber  for  Hunter. 

Mr.  Thomas.— Why  he  has  stated  that 
he  would  take  the  siame  course  again. 

Mr.  MAHON". — I  am  not  re.^ponsiblc 
for  that.  I  want  to  know  where  is  the 
necessity  for  this  House  sitting  on  Satur- 
days ? 

-Nfr.  I.iDDELi..— I  rise  to  a  point  of 
onler.  I  wish  to  know  whether  it  is  fair 
that  an  honorable  member's  name  should 
i-e  used  in  discussion  when  he  cannot  hear 
the  remarks  which  are  being  made  ccm- 
cerning  him? 

Mr.  DEPITY  SPEAKER.— I  would 
point  out  that  the  dialogue  which  has  been 
proceeding  is  altogether  irregular. 

Mr.  MAHON. — I  have  endeavoured 
to  make  my  remnrks  relevant  to  the  ques 
ti<m  before  the  Chair.  I  understand  that  the 
House  did  not  adjourn  till  i  o'clock  this 
morning.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  public 
expect  a  man  to  ruin  his  health  by  sitting  in 
this  badiy  ventilated  chamber  till  such  an 
unreasonable  hour.  No  a(l<'quatc.  reason 
has  been  assigned  why  we  shouldl^  re- 
quired to  do  so.    I  would  point  out  to 
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Government  that  honorable  members  like 
myself  liave  a  large  correspondence  with 
our  electors  to  transact,  and  a  great  deal  of 
departmental  work  to  perform.  I  repre- 
sent a  considerable  area  -  an  area  which  is 
rapidly  dereloping — and  I  have  a  volumi- 
nous correspondence  with  various  Depart- 
ments to  attend  to,  and  especially  with  the 
Postal  Department.  That  work  must  be 
neglected  if  I  am  required  to  attend  here 
everv  d.iy  in  the  week  and  practically  all 
the  hours  of  the  clock. 

Afr.  IjviNGSTON. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  not  suffering;  in  health  vet.  He  looks 
splendid. 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  thank  the  honorable 
member  for  his  compliment,  but  I  would 
remind  him  that  people  sometimes  belie 
their  loc^.  Althtnigh  honorable  members 
may  not  feel  the  efTects  of  this  legislative 
detuiuch  immediately,  I  am  satisfied  that 
they' will  feel  it  eventually,  and  that  they 
will  regret  having  given  their  assent  to  the 
proposal  now  under  consideration.  I  would 
remind  honorable  members  that  the  first  all- 
night  sitting  in  connexion  with  the  Tariff 
resulted  from  the  Government's  anxiety  to 
get  the  hat  duties  passed.  Now,  a  certain 
member  of  the  Ministry  was  aware  that  I 
had  in  mv  possession  a  document  which 
would  have  changed  the  views  of  a  gn.-at 
many  honorable  members  regarding  th^»se 
duties. 

Mr.  Johnson.— Where  was  the  hoior- 
able  mfml)er  on  that  occasion  ? 

Mr.  MAHON. — I  happened  to  be  un- 
well, and  conse<]uentIv  went  h<»ne,  having 
been  assured  by  the  Government  Whip  that 
the  hat  duties  would  not  come  ot  for  con- 
sideration that  evening. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — I  do  not  think  that 
statement  is  correct. 

Mr.  MAHON.~It  is  quite  correct.  T 
took  a  note  of  it  at  the  time.  Further,  the 
hcmorable  member  made  an  arrangement  to 
provide  me  with  a  pair  upon  every  division 
taken  in  connexion  with  those  duties.  I 
was  to  be  paired  in  favour  of  the  lowest 
Hutv  on  each  occasiMi.  But,  notwithstand- 
ing that  definite  arrangement  with  him.  I 
find  that  my  name  appears  in  the  pair- 
book  only  in  connexion  with  one  division, 
ff  it  would  be  in  order  for  me  to  do  so, 
(  should  read  the  document  to  which  I 
have  alluded  to  the  House.  I  repeat  that 
one  member  of  the  Government  was  aware 
that  1  had  evidence  which  I  intended  to 
plane  liefore  (he  Committee,  and  which 
would  have  considerably  influenced  the 
votes  ot  a  large  number  of  honorable  mem- 


bers occupying  seats  in  this  comer  of  the 
chamber  in  respect  of  the  hat  duties.  It 
is  impossible  to  absolve  the  Gov«nment 
frOTi  condemnation  for  having  compelled 
the  House  to  sit  all  night  for  the  purpose 
of  passing  those  duties. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — Under  suspicious 
circumstances. 

Mr.  MAHOX.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber knew  as  much  as  I  do,  he  would  think 
that  the  circumstances  were  very  suspicious. 

Kir.  Joseph  Cook.— At  the  end  of  that 
debate  I  stated  that  I  would  endeavour  to 
obtain  a  reocxnmittal  of  those  duties.  1 
hope  that  the  honorable  member  will  sup- 
pwt  me  in  that. 

Mr.  MAHOX. — If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber moves  for  a  reccnnmittal,  I  shall  be 
found  supporting  him.  I  hope,  too,  that 
he  will  move  for  a  recommittal  of  other 
duties  which  were  put  through  under  very 
suspicious  circumstances. 

Mr.  Carr.— What  are  the  suspicious  cir- 
cumstances ?    I  should  like  to  know. 

Mr.  MAHON.— The  duly  upon  con- 
densed milk  was  rushed  thFOugh-- — 

Mr.  Fishes.- — Under  suspicious  circum- 
stances? 

Mr.  MAHON.— Yes. 

Mr.  Carr. — No. 

Mr.  MAHON. — As  a  very  new  member, 
the  honorable  member  for  Macquarie  is 
entitled  to  his  opiniwi,  but  I  hold  that 
the  circumstances  were  very  suspicious. 
Although  I  have  been  absent  from  the 
House,  I  may  inform  him  that  I  have  kept 
a  very  close  watch  upon  its  procee<Kngs. 
I  have  read  the  newspaper  accounts  of 
them,  and  also  the  Hansard  reports,  so 
that  I  do  not  think  I  have  missed  very 
much. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smfth, — The  honorable 
member  might  safely  have  missed  the  dailv 
newspaper  reports  if  he  desired  to  obtain 
an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  MAHON.— That  is  true,  and  it  is 
a  strong  argument  for  the  publicati<xi  of 
a  daily  Hansard. 

Mr.  Fisher. — The  honorable  gentleman 
is  to  be  commended  for  his  industrv. 

Mr.  ^lAHOX.- T  should  have  preferred 
to  be  able  to  exerdse  it  in  this  House.  T 
repeat  that  some  of  the  duties  have  been 
put  through  in  very  suspicious  drcimi- 
stances. 
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Mr.  MAMON. — I  do  not  reflect  upon 
the  Treasurer  at  all.  We  know  tiiat  in 
his  Undoess  of  heart  he  scmietimes 
yields  to  influences  to  which  be  should 
not  yield.  The  Government  should  agree 
to  recoaunit  the  duties  about  which  we  com- 
plain, and  I,  fat  one,  will  be  prepared  to 
assist  the  Opposition  in  an  endeavour  to 
have  them  recommitted  later  on.  It  is  out 
of  all  reason  to  expect  honorable  members 
to  work  six  days  a  week  in  this  House.  I 
have  worked  six  days,  and,  indeed,  seven 
days  a  week  before' now,  but  the  demand 
upon  a  mans  physical  and  intellectual 
powers  involved  in  sitting  in  this  chambo', 
and  following  the  deliberaticois  of  the 
House,  is  far  more  trying  than  the  same 
number  of  hours  spent  in  mereJv  physical 
exertion  would  be.  As  one  of  the  Labour 
Pariv.  I  object  to  the  violation  of  the  eight 
hours'  principle,  even-  to  put  a  Tariff 
ihrouRh.  The  Government  must  be  quite 
consciom  that  it  would  not  relieve  the 
minds  of  the  commercial  community  in  any 
way  to  put  the  Tariff  through  the  House 
of  Representatives  before  Christmas.  The 
duties  will  not  have  been  finally  decided 
upon  until  the  Tariff  has  been  passed  by 
the  Senate,  and  even  after  that,  by  com- 
binations of  members  in  tfiis  House,  par- 
ticular duties  might  be  subjected  to  re- 
visit and  reduction. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — The  hcHwrable 
(gentleman  roust  recognise  that  it  is  not 
likely  that  the  action  taken  in  remitting  the 
duties  00  such  lines  as  linen  and  fodder 
win  be  revised- 
Mr.  MAHON.— There  will  not  be  miny 
duties  remitted  if  the  Government  can  help 
it.  What  will  probably  happen  will  he 
that  some  of  the  duties  will  be  slightlv  re- 
duced. 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— Order. 

Mr.  MAHOX.— That  would  not  relieve 
the  commercial  oomoranity.  They  will  still 
be  in  a  state  of  unre^. 

Mr.  Thomas. —What  abotit  a  dutv  on 
keroserje? 

Mr.  MAHON.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Barrier  is  really  in  earnest  about 
the  kerosene  dut^-  

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— The  hon- 
orable member  should  not  discuss  the 
Tatiir. 

Mr.  MAHON. — I  was  following  up  an 
interjection. 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— Interjec- 
tions are  disorderlv.  and  it  is  equally  dis- 
orderly to  replv  to  themk 


Mr.  MAHON'.— If  I  had  been  allmved 
to  prooeed  without  interruption,  I  should 
not  have  occupier!  so  much  time.  The 
Government  might  arrange  to  postpone  cer- 
ta.in  items,  and  brine  up  for  oMisideration 
a  particular  duty  such  as  that  referred  to 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier.  I 
am  sure  they  would  be  supiiorted  by  the 
House  in  a  case  of  that  kind.  I  have 
heard  no  reason  from  either  side  in  support 
of  the  present  pfrDiK».'it.  Anything  that 
has  been  said  in  favour  of  the  motion  has 
been  said  by  the  honcu-able  member  for 
Parramatta. 

Mr.  Thomas. — And  by  the  leader  of 
the  Labour  Party. 

Mr.  MAHON.— The  leader  of  the 
Labour  Party  merely  wished  to  have  Satur- 
day added  to  the  motioD.  I  think  the  bcxi- 
oraUe  gentleman  did  not  quite  onderstaod 
the  position,  because  the  Govemment  are 
able  at  any  time  to  move  that  the  House 
should  meet  on  Saturdays. 

Mr.  FxsHEK.— That  would  be  without 
giving  notice  to  booorable  members. 

Mr.  MAHON. — ^It  mi^t  so  happen  that 
even  where  notioe  was  given,  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  be  able  to  wcore  the  pre- 
sence of  a  quorum.  I  shall  not  assist 
them  to  obtain  a  quorum  on  Saturdays,  nor 
on  Mcmdays,  imless  we  adjourn  at  a  rea- 
soiable  time.  I  believe  there  are  several 
honorable  members  who  h(^d  a  similar 
opinion  on  the  subject.  The  members 
of  the  Govemment  are  well  aware 
that  I  have  so  far  treated  them 
with  absolute  faSmess.  I  have  not  been 
obstructive  in  any  way,  although  they  have 
done  many  things  I  heartily  disapprove  of. 
I  havtt  sympathized  with  them  in  many  of 
th«r  difficulties.  I  think  now,  however, 
that  they  are  proposing  to  put  the  last 
straw  OTi  the  animal's  back,  and  it  is  about 
time  It  was  resented.  The  excuse  is  the 
necessity  of  removing  the  uncertainty  whicli 
exists  in  commercial  circles.  That  uncer- 
tainty will  continue  to  exist  in  a  greater 
or  lesser  degree  until  both  Houses  ha\>' 
|»assed  *the  Tariff.  Such  an  excuse  is 
therefore  inadequate  to  justify  the  undut? 
haste  now  being  made ;  which,  if  persevered 
in,  will  result  in  the  imposition  of  duties 
unfair  in  their  inctdenoe  and  injurious  alike 
to  the  producers  and  consumers  of  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  (Barker)  [11.48]. 
I  do  not  often  suppoit  the  Govemment,  but 
I  wish  to  say  that  during  the  whole  of 
week  I  have  distinctly  understood  that 
House  would  sit  on  Saturday  morning, 
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on  Monday  next.  I  should  have  been  very 
much  disappointed  if  that  course  were  not 
adopted.  The  Treasurer  is  blunt,  and  tells 
honorabie  members  straight  what  he  means. 
That  is  one  good  trait  in  the  honorable 
gentleman's  character.  As  a  doctor,  the 
honorable  member  for  Hunter  may  be  per- 
fectly justified  in  urging  a  reduction  in  the 
hours  of  sittings  in  the  interest  of  the 
health  of  honorable  members,  but,  taking 
a  graenl  view  of  the  House  this  morning, 
1  have  not  in  my  long  experience  seen  a 
better  or  a  fresher-looking  Itrt  of  men.  Judg- 
ing by  their  appearance,  honorable  members 
might  sit  for  ever.  I  do  not  blame  the 
GovernmenI  for  trying  to  get  on  with  the 
Tariff.  It  is  idle  to  say  that  if  we  pass 
the  Tariff  in  this  House  it  will  not  lead  to 
finality.  There  may  be  a  few  alterations 
su^ested  in  another  place,  but  honorable 
senators  will  be  found  willing  to  study  the 
wishes  of  this  HouSe.  I  hope  that  what- 
ever the  Government  do  they  will  push  on 
with  the  Tariff,  and  I  urge  the  Prime 
Minister  not  to  allow  honorable  members  to 
go  away  frtra  Melbourne  until  they  ha^-e 
dealt  with  it  If  that  were  done,  we  could 
look  forward  to  a  fairly  long  Christmas 
recess. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK  (Bourke)  [11.50]. 
— The  honorable  member  for  Coolgardie 
se«ms  to  be  undei*  the  impression  that  I 
have  treated  him  unfairly.  He  says  first 
that  I  informed  him  that  the  hat  duties 
would  not  come  on  on  a  certain  night.  I 
do  not  remember  making  that  statement, 
but  it.  is  probable  that  I  said  that  in  my 
opinion  they  would  not  or  might  not  come 
on.  One  cannot  tell  exactly  what  is  going 
to  happen  with  regard  to  any  particular 
item,  because  sometimes  a  great  many  items 
are  passed,  and  at  other  times  <xily  a  few. 
I  can  only  give  my  opinion.  I  will  not 
further  dispute  as  to  that  matter.  With 
respect  to  the  pairing  Iiusiness,  it  ib  true 
that  the  honorable  member  told  me  that  he 
desired  to  have  a  pair  always  for  the  lowest 
duty,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  I  *have  en- 
deavoured to  arrange  it  for  him.  But  a 
most  serious  difficulty  arose  as  to  giving 
pairs  to  any  honorable  member  on  the  par- 
ticular occasioi^  to  which  the  honorable 
member  refers.  The  hcMiorable  menrber  for 
Lang,  who  is  the  Oppositi<Hi  whip,  will 
bear  me  out  that  we  had  extreme  difficulty 
in  making  matters  fit  for  all  sides  of  the 
House.  The  Government  decided  to  pro- 
pose a  fixed  instead  ot  %xi  ad  valorem  duty 
<iB  hats. 


Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — How  long  before 
the  vote? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— The  Government 
are  responsible  for  that  part  of  the  busi- 
ness. I  will  simply  explain  my  part. 
When  the  question  was  put,  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  began  a  series  of 
amendments  which  culminated  in  an 
amendment  for  a  75  per  cent,  ad  valorem 
duty  on  hats.  Knowing  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Coolgardie  desirtd  to  \t>te  for 
the  lowest  duty,  and  that  be  was  returned 
as  a  free-trader,  I  could  not  conceive  that 
I  would  be  doing  him  justice  by  recording 
him  as  in  favour  of  a  75  per  cent.  duty. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook — As  against  150  per 
cent.  ? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— That  is  not  the 
point. 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— The  honor- 
able member  must  confine  himself  to  a  per- 
sonal explanation  on  the  matter  with  which 
he  is  now  dealing.  Otherwise  he  would 
open  up  a  discussion  upon  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  the  Tariff. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  am  simplv  mak- 
ing a  personal  explanation.  It  seemed  to 
be  doing  an  injustice  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber, to  have  it  telegraphed  to  Coolgardie 
that  he  had  \oted  for  a  duty  of  75  ner 
cent,  on  hats. 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— The  honor- 
able member  must  not  debate  the  question. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK— I  am  giving  the 
reasons  why  I  took  a  certain  course. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  understand 
that  the  honorable  member  toe  Coolgardie 
complained  that  he  was  not  paired  on  a 
number  of  other  occaaons. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  does  not  complain  about  other  oc- 
casions. His  pairs  were  recorded.  I  con- 
sulted with  the  honorable  member  for'Yarra 
generally  over  the  question  of  pairs  on  the 
hat  duties,  and  he  also  agreed  that  it  was 
difficult  to  know  what  to  do.  In  the  cir- 
cumstances I  submit  that,  in  fairness  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Coolgardie,  1  did 
what  I  thought  was  best  in  his  interests, 
and  just  to  the  party  to  which  he  belonged. 
With  regard  to  tlie  matter  to  which  the 
honorable  member  for  Parkes  has  referred, 
there  has  been  no  mistake  in  the  way  in 
which  the  pairs  are  recorded  in  the  ipair 
book.  The  proposition  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Barrier  was  to  <wiit  certain 
words  from  the  motion  of  the  Postmaster- 
General.  The  pairs  are^seonded  in  the 
pair  book  on  thariigiiestipLrcitldK^  US  they 
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have  been  recorded  on  every  similar  oara- 
skxi.  Those  who  desired  to  omit  the  words 
would  vote  with  the  aoes,  because  the  ques- 
tion put  was  ' '  That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  omitted  stand  part  of  the  question." 

Mr.  Bruce  Suith. — The  amendment  is 
nc^  set  out  in  the  pair-book.  It  simply 
says  "  Mr.  Thomas'  amendment." 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  am  not  respon- 
sible for  the  way  in  which  the  press  records 
the  pairs.  The  honorable  member  ior 
Parkes  and  others,  who  desired  to  vote 
against  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Barrier,  voted  "Aye"  for  the 
retention  of  the  words  in  the  motion.  Con- 
sequently no  mistake  has  been  made.  The 
h(morabIe  member  for  Lang,  who  with  me 
helped  to  enter  the  pairs,  can  bear  out  my 
sta^nent. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [11.55]— As 
a  city  member,  I  d^ire  at  all  times  to  fail 
in  with  the  wishes  of  those  who  are  not 
able  conwniently  to  reach  their  own  homes. 
1  am  sorry  that  the  hwiorable  member  for 
Coolgardie  has  taken  up  an  obstructive 
positicMi,  tut  I  trust  that  on  consideratitxi 
he  will  recognise  that  the  public  interests 
must  te  above  any  personal  consideration 
in  a  question  of  this  great  importance. 
Speaking  with  some  authority,  I  roav  tell 
the  htmoral^e  member  that  be  is  quite  in 
error  in  supposing  that  no  great  incon- 
venience exists  in  Melbourne,  or  elsewhere 
throughout  the  Commonwealth,  through  the 
Tariff  not  l«ing  settled.  He  would  find  the 
bonds  all  over  Australia  at  present  crowded 
with  goods  which  are  awaiting  the  fixing 
of  the  duties  before  they  are  taken  out. 
I  know  in  two  cases  of  large  mining  enter- 
prises whose  machinery  has  been  stored  in 
Sydney  waiting  for  the  settlement  of  the 
machinery  duties.  It  is  the  most  pressing 
and  important  duty  of  the  House  to  get 
the  Tariff  onnpleted  without  delay.  Re- 
garding the  days  of  meeting,  if  honorable 
members  decide  to  miss  the  Fridav  ex- 
presses to  Adelaide  and  Sydney,  surely 
they  might  as  well  sit  as  close  up  to  the 
departure  of  the  expresses  on  Saturdays 
as  is  convenient.  If  thev  miss  the  trains 
on  Saturday,  tlien  by  all  means  Mondav 
should  be  available  as  a  sitting  day.  I 
onderstand  that  these  extra  sittings  are 
only  for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to 
net  the  Tariff  through  before  the  House 
rises  over  Christmas.  I  shall  support  the 
Government  on  this  occasion,  but  I 
earnestly  urge  that  there  diould  not  be  « 
repetition  of  what  took  place  with  regard 
to  the  hat  duties.     If  we  have  to  attend 


here  morning  after  morning  at  11  o'clock, 
there  should  be  some  limitation  as  to  the 
time  to  which  we  are  expected  to  remain, 
because  we  have  not  only  to  give  our  at- 
tendance, but  also  all  the  ability,  know- 
ledge, and  infcsmation  that  we  possess  to 
the  consideration  of  the  important  questi(m 
of  the  Tariff.  While  I  support  the  Oo- 
vemramt  on  this  motion,  I  reoignise  that 
much  of  the  feeling  which  exists  is  due 
tf>  (heir  own  want  of  business  foresight. 
With  them  must  rest  the  responsibility  for 
the  present  confusion,  because  they  might 
easily  have  enabled  a  much  speedier  con- 
siderati<m  of  the  Tariff  to  take  place.  I 
am  anxious  that  we  should  make  as  much 
progress  as  possible  before  Christmas. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [12.0].  —  I 
shall  oppose  this  motion,  even  at  the  risk 
of  being  misunderstood  by  my  fellow  mem- 
bers and  the  country  generally.  It  might 
be  suspected  that  my  opposition  is  on  per- 
sonal grounds,  and  that  I  objected  to  at- 
tend the  sittings  of  'Parliament  every  day 
of  the  week.  But  I  have  no  personal  feel- 
ing whatever  in  the  matter ;  I  am  pre- 
pared to  sit  day  after  day,  as  often  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  proper  expedition  of 
business.  My  opposition  to  the  motion  is 
based  entirely  on  other  grounds.  I  quite 
agree  with  the  remarks  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Coolgardie,  and  I  am  glad  to 
think  that  he  supports  the  position  which  I 
take.  Mv  object  is  to  direct  attention  to 
the  action,  in  the  past,  of  the  present 
Government.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that 
the  end  which  the  Government  have  in 
view,  in  wishing  us  to  sit  day  after  day, 
is  to  rush  the  Tariff  through  when  mem- 
bers are  in  a  state  of  mental  exhaustim. 
It  has  been  suggested  that  my  action  in 
this  connexion  is  based  on  health  grounds ; 
but  that  is  not  so.  I  would  point  out. 
however,  that  it  is  impossible  for  us  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  the  country  satis- 
factorily if  we  are  overworked.  There  is 
a  marked  difference  between  men  who  work 
regular  hours  and  those  who  work  irregu- 
lar hours,  such  as  we  do ;  and  I  have  felt 
the  evil  effects.  I  may  not  talk  so  often, 
or  at  such  length,  as  do  other  honorable 
members,  but  I  endeavour  to  be  here  when- 
ever a  division  is  taken ;  and  I  think  that 
my  attendarKes  will  compare  favorably 
with  thcwe  of  honorable  menibers  generally. 
When  I  entered  the  chamber  the  other 
night,  after  having  been  absent  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  day,  I  noticed  the  ex- 
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mistake,  named  thiee  tel.leis  on  one 
side;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  that 
would  not  have  occurred  if  his  Ivain 
had  not  been  nearly  ^austed.  Further- 
more, if  we  have  continuous  sittings  at 
this  period  of  the  year,  when  the  tempera- 
ture is  so  high,  and  in  a  chamber  venti- 
lated as  this  is,  it  is  absolutely  impossible 
for  honorable  members  to  do  themselves 
justice.  All  the  ncm-ccmtentious  items  of 
the  Tariff  have  been  passed,  but  the  im- 
portant items  have  be^  postponed  until, 
I  suppose,  monbers  are  exhausted,  and 
anxious  to  get  to  their  homes.  Under 
such  ciicumstaDoes  luHiorable  members  de- 
sire to  pair,  and  are  not  here  to  oppose 
with  their  voices  the  proposals  of  the  Go- 
vernment. 

M  r.  Storrer. — The  honorable  member 
knows  very  well  why  the  items  have  been 
postponed. 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — I  am  explaining  that, 
in  my  opinion,  the  Treasurer,  expert  un- 
derground engineer  as  he  is,  has  brought 
about  the  postponement  of  the  items  with 
the  object  of  ruling  them  through  at  the 
end  of  the  session.  I  see  no  reason  why 
there  should  be  great  anxiety  to  dispose 
in  such  a '  hurried  manner  of  the  Tariff. 
\o  doubt  the  commercial  world,  and  the 
community  generally,  are  anxious  to 
have  this  matter  settled ;  but  I  fail 
to  see  how  there  can  be  any  satis- 
factcMy  result  if  we  are  called  upon 
to  work  long  hours  on  six  days  of  the 
week.  Why  should  there  not  be  a  reason- 
able adjournment  at  Christrnas,  that  we 
may  c<mie  back  fresh  to  the  work  of  set- 
tliiig  the  Tariff?  I  osnsider  that  the 
Treasurer,  and  the  Government  generally, 
and  to  a  certain  extent  the  Labour  Part}', 
are  responsible  for  the  present  position  of 
affairs.  From  time  to  time  the  Govern- 
ment have  thrown  the  Tariff  aside,  -and  in- 
troduced other  measures,  such  as  the  Mail 
Contract,  or  the  Bill  to  grant  a  bonus  to 
the  iron  industry'.  No  doubt  it  was  neces- 
sary that  the  Mail  Contract  should  be  rati- 
fied i  and  I  am  sure  that,  in  this  cormexion, 
the  Opposition  have  been  most  reasonable. 
But  we  find  the  new  leader  of  the  Labour 
Party,  who,  apparently,  is  prepared  to 
take  more  drastic  steps  than  was  his  pre- 
decessor, supporting  a  proposal  for  nati(ui- 
alization. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— Surely  the  Mail  Con- 
tract is  an  important  matter  ? 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— That  may  be,  but  this 
is  not  the  time  for  the  discussion  of  nation- 
alizatioo  proposals.    Then  the  members  of 


the  Labour  Party  took  advantage  of  the 
introduction  of  the  Manufactures  Encour- 
agement Bill  to  cause  further  delay  in  deal- 
ing with  the  Tariff.  I  hope  I  shall  find 
many  honorable  members  to  support  me  in 
my  opposition  to  this  motion. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  (Cook)  [12.8].— If 
the  Prime  Minister  proposes  an  amendment 
to  the  motion  he  has  placed  before  us  that 
will,  so  far  as  I  understand,  preclude  us 
frcMn  subsequentlv  debating  the  question; 
and  as  sudi  a  position  would  be  absolutely 
unfair,  I  wi^  to  say  a  few  words  now. 
Before  we  decide  to  sit  every  day  in  the 
week  we  ought  to  have  die  oppcHtunity  to 
discuss  the  proposal.    Personally,   I  am 
prepared  to  sit,  if  necessary,  even  all  night 
in  order  to  expedite  business.    No  time  has 
been  wasted,  and,  as  a  vast  amount  of 
work  has  been  accomplished,  there  is,  in  my 
opinion,  no  necessity  to  sit  on  Satmdavs  as 
well  as  on  Mondays.  Let  the  Prime  Min- 
ister adhere  to  his  determination  to  call  the 
HcMise  together  on  McHidays ;  but  I  think 
it  ought  to  hs  left  to  us  to  decide  whether 
it  is  abfiolutelv  necessary  to  sit  on  Sator- 
davs.    The  honorable  member  for  Hunter 
has  charged  the  Labour  Partv  with  takins; 
up  time  over  the  &fail  Contract  proposals 
and  the  Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill, 
both  of  whidi  measures  he  desoibes  as  side 
issues.    In  my  opinion,  however,  both  are 
most  impOTtant,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  Mail  Contract,  for  instance,  binds  the 
country,  during  the  next  ten  or  twfelre 
years,  to  a  large  ^tpenditure  of  money. 
The  honorable  member   for   Wide  Bav, 
when  he  expresses  a  desire  to  sit  <xi  Satur- 
days, speaks  for  himself  alone,  and  not 
for  any  other  member  of  the  Labour  Partv. 
Every  honorable  member  who  does  Ms  duty 
has  a  good  deal  of  departmental  and  per- 
sonal work  in  ccmnexion  with  his  consti- 
tuency; and  such  work  cannot  be  done  pro- 
per Iv  if  ws  are  comnelled  to  sit  everv  dav 
of  the  week.    The  honorable  member  for 
Kooyong  has  expressed    his    approval  of 
extra  sittings;  but  I  notice  that,  when  the 
House  sits  until  a  late  hour,  the  honor- 
able member  generally  goes  home  to  his 
comfortable  bed  and  allows  others  to  keep 
a  quorum.    The  Government  are  yielding 
to  clamour  from  other  parts  of  the  cham- 
ber to  sit  on  Saturday,  but  that  is  not  the 
quarter  to  which  tbev  will  lopk  for  making 
a  quorum  if  thev  eet  into  a  corner.  If 
they  will  not  extend  to  us  some  considera- 
tion v'ith  regard  to  Saturday,  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  CMi^der  them  when  they  get  into 
difficulties.     I  ^|^|^>S^QM^(9ne  on 
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several  occasions,  of  which  they  are  well 
aware.  I  want  not  only  to  give  a  vote  on 
the  various  items  in  the  Tariff,  but  also  to 
l<e  present  in  the  chamber,  and  to  intelU- 
;,'ently  follow  the  discussion  on  each  item. 
I  want  to  be  able  to  iustify  to  my  consti- 
tuents every  vote  that  I  give.  I  do  not 
want  to  be  cxxnpelled  to  attend  to  the  affairs 
of  my  codstituencv  or  deipartmental  work 
in  some  part  of  uie  buildmg,  and  to  tioe 
down  to  the  chamber,  like  a  blindfolded 
man,  to  vote  on  one  side  or  the  other.  On 
the  contrar)',  I  desire  to  be  able  to  sit  in 
the  chamber  and  to  intelligently  follow  the 
discussion  on  every  item.  If,  however,  the 
Government  are  determined  to  sit  on  Satur- 
flav,  as  well  as  on  every  other  day,  it  will 
preclude  honorable  members  frtmi  sitting 
here,  and  giving  their  undivided  attention 
to  the  arguments,  and  also  from  perform- 
ing dieir  duty  to  tbeir  Gonstituents. 

Mr.  Sazjcon. — It  will  be  for  only  two 
Saturdays. 

Mr.  CATTS.— If  it  is  determined  by 
the  House  to  sit  on  Saturdays.  "  unless- 
otherwise  ordered,"  I  do  not  know  how 
long  that  arrangement  mav  last-  We  are 
expected  to  transact  the  business  of  the 
country  with  reasonable  despatch,  but  that 
does  not  mean  that  we  are  to  do  an  un- 
reasonable thin;; — to  rush  and  bullock  the 
Tariff  through  without  its  receiving  decent 
consideration.  I  suggest  to  the  Govern- 
ment that,  vrtiile  they  are  prepaied  to  con- 
nder  the  suggestioos  of  honorable  mem- 
bers who  are  opposed  to  them  tooth  and 
nail,  and  will  do  ererything  they  can  to 
discredit  them  and  defeat  their  proposals, 
thev  ought  also  to  be  prepared  to  treat 
those  who  try  to  be  fair  to  them  in  a  sym- 
pathetic fashion. 

Sir  WIl.I.IAM  LYXE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [12.13]. — I"  ^1^*  of  certain  remarks 
hv  the  honorable  member  for  Hunter,  I 
think  it  will  be  wise  for  me  to  sav  a  few 
words  in  reply.  He  must  know  that  the 
ojnsiderntion  of  certain  items  in  the 
marhinery  section  of  the  Tariff  was  de- 
ferred with  the  cOTicurrence  of  the  deputy 
leader 'of  the  Opposition.  The  items  were 
nibmitted  to  the  honorable  gentleman  be- 
fore (heir  consideration  was  deferred  so 
that  we  could  deal  at  once  with  those 
items  which  were  not  contentions.  Onlv 
nwtentious  items  have  been  deferred.  T 
•In  not  think  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Hunter  intended  to  misrepresent,  but  T 
f«l  that  he  has  misreoresented  mv  attitude 
in  regard  to  deferring  items  in  divisitm 
VI.  of  the  Tariff.    The  reason  why  the 


Government  wish  honwable  members 
to  sit  alnK>st  continuouslv  until  near 
Christmas  is  to  get  the  Tariff  put 
through  this  House,  if  possible,  in 
order  that  the  Senate — which  will  re 
assemble  perhaps  a  month  or  six  weeks  be- 
fore this  House  does,  if  honorable  mem- 
bers do  as  we  desire — may  be  able  to  deal 
with  a  large  number  of  the  items  before  we 
re-assemble.  Our  proposal  is  also  made 
with  a  view  to  fdving  to  facmorable  members 
a  littlQ  rest  The  Prime  Minister  has  al- 
ready stated  that  if  we  can  get  the  Tariff 
put  through  this  House  by  the  second  week 
in  DecembeTf  we  shall  probably  adjourn 
until  the  end  of  February  or  the  b^^ing 
of  Maich. 

Mr.  BsucE  Smith. — That  has  been  said 
very  plainly. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— Yes.  I  am 
prepared  to  sit  dav  after  day,  e»xpt  on 
Christmas  Dav  and  Sunday's,  but  my  feel- 
inir  is  that  honorable  members  do  nc^  want 
to  sit  continuously,  and  it  is  only  with  a 
view  to  meet  the  general  desire  that  the 
Government  have  submitted  this  proposal.  I 
have  had  an  analysis  made  of  the  remain- 
ing items  in  the  Tariff,  and  the  deputy 
leader  of  the  Opposition  has  seen  how  it 
has  been  made.  There  are  about  118  items 
which  are  not  very  contentious.  Some  items 
are  not  contentious  at  all. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  do  not  agree  with 
the  honorable  gentleman  about  that. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.—That  may  be. 
but,  according  to  a  memorandum  I  have 
received  from  the  Deputy  Comptroller- 
General,  there  are  still  215  items  to  be 
dealt  with ;  of  which  62  items  are  free ; 
24  items,  free  with  preference;  and  129 
items,  dutiable.  He  considers  that  there 
are  118  items  which  are  practically  non- 
contentious,  and  97  items  which  are  de- 
batable. 

Co!<Hiel  FoXTON. — Can  the  honorable 
gentleman  give  us  an  analysis  of  the  items 
whinh  have  been  dealt  with,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  comparison  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— I  think  that 
more  than  one-half  of  the  items  in  the 
Tariff  have  been  dealt  with. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — In  three  months? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— We  have  spent 
onlv  two  months  in  dealing  with  the  items. 

Mr  DuGALD  Thomson. — Those  figures 
are  not  quite  correct.  In  addition  to  the 
129  dutiable  items,  we  have  to  deal  with  a 
number  of  postponed  items,  and  consider 
the  items  in  divisions  VLa  and  VI.b. 
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Sir  WltLIAM  LYXE.— Xo,  not  the 
items  in  (Hvision  VI. b 

Mr.  DuGALD  'Thomson. — The  honor- 
able gciUlemnn  is  nut  };oing  to  pnx-xed 
with  that  (livisiun  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Tlie  House 
lias  afHrmeil  the  principle  of  the  Manu- 
factures Encouragement  Bill  and  division 
\'I.n  in  th.^  Tariff  was  tmlv  intended  to 
l>e  considered  in  case  the  grant  of  the  iion 
hounty  was  not  approved.  .\t  the  present 
moment  I  do  not  see  that  ne  shoulj^I  deal 
with  that  division  at  all. 

Mr.  Dl'Gald  Thomson.— But  we  have 
the  postponed  items  to  deal  with. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  gone 
through  the  Tariff,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  memorandum  I  have  read  represents  the 
position.  Suppose  that  the  Manufactures 
Encouragement  Bill  is  not  passed  by  the 
Senate,  we  shall  have  to  deal  with  division 
VI. D  afterwards. 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— Order  ! 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  only  want  to 
say-  a  few  words  more,  sir.  I  think  that 
there  has  been  very  little  waste  of  time.  In 
the  early  days  of  the  discussicHi  of  the 
Tariff  items,  many  items  of  business  crop- 
ped up.  When  we  started  in  earnest  to 
ileal  with  the  Tariff  in  detail,  I  gave  mv 
assurance  that,  so  far  as  I  was  conu-erned,  I 
would  prevent  its  considerati<m  from  being 
interfered  with,  and,  until  this  week,  I  think 
I  may  say  that,  practically,  its  consideration 
has  not  been  interfered  with.  Of  course, 
when  the  Senate  decided  to  adjourn  over 
a  certain  period,  we  had  to  submit  .some 
urgent  business,  and  that  is  what  has  caused 
the  loss  of  this  week  as  regards  the  Tariff. 
However,  if  we  sit  day  after  day  until  the 
13th,  14th,  or  15th  December,  we  shall  have 
a  good  many  days  in  which  to  deal  with  the 
Tariff.  I  am  sure  that  a  large  majority  of 
honorable  members  desire  to  get  it  through 
if  po.ssible  by  Christmas.  I  do  not 
think  that  there  will  be  any  slumming. 
Reasonable  discussion  will,  I  am  quite  sure, 
take  place.  Unless  we  cannot  otherwise 
get  through  with  the  business,  I  do  not  like 
to  sit  late  at  night.  That.  I  think,  should 
be  obviated  as  far  as  possible. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — We  cannot  sit 
all  day,  and  every  day,  and  late  at  night 
too. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Exactly.  I 
hope  that  when  we  resume  the  consideratiffli 
of  the  Tariff  on  MfMiday  next,  the  attitude 
of  honorable  members  generally  will  be  so 
temperate  that  we  rfiafi  not  be  canpelled 
to  sit  late  at  night. 


Mr.  Fraser. — Will  the  honorable  gentle- 
man endeavour  to  let  us  get  away  at  11 

p.m.  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Certainly.  That 
1  think  is  quite  late  enough  unless  there 
are  very  exceptional  circumstances. 

Mr.  Tudor. — It  certainly  is  if  we  start  at 
10.30  a.m. 

Sir  VVILLIAM  LYNE.— Quite  sa  I 
should  like  to  see  honorable  members  leave 
a  litlle  earlier  at  night  than  1 1  o'clock,  but 
I  cannot  promise  not  to  sit  later  than  that. 

Mr.  Eraser. — Will  the  honorable  gentle- 
man explain  why  it  is  proposed  to  sit  on 
Monday  at  10.30  a.m.  and  on  Tuesdav  at 
2.30  p.m. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  is  a  mat- 
ter in  the  hands  of  the  Prime  Minister.  [ 
hope  that  honorable  members  will  see  that 
the  Government  have  been  ro.mpelled  to  in- 
ternipt  the  consideration  of  the  Tariff.  I 
f;a\e  a  promise  to  the  deputy  leader  of  the 
Opjxjsition  that  I  would  ask  honorable 
memlwrs  to  deal  with  the  Manufactures 
J'ncouragement  Bill  before  they  dealt  with 
division  VI.  of  the  Tariff.  The  considera- 
ation  of  that  measure  occupied  some  time, 
and  I  am  not-complaining  of  the  action  of 
thi;  leader  of  the  I.alx>ur  I'artv  in  moving 
the  motion  which  he  did.  I  know  perfectly 
well  what  the  desire  of  the  party  is.  The 
Government  do  not  blame  them  at  all  for 
what  they  did.  As  regards  the  mail  con- 
tr;tct  the  same  influences  had  operated  in 
the  minds  of  honorable  members,  and  wft 
cannot  complain  of  that.  I  hope  that  there 
will  be  no  interference  with  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Tariff  until  it  is  completed.  I 
hope  that  honorable  members  will  meet  on 
Monday  in  a  temper  which  will  not  compel 
us  to  ask  them  to  sit  late  at  night,  certainly 
not  after  tz  o'clock,  unlesf^it  is  unavoidable. 

Mt.  BRUCE  SMITH  (Parkes)  [12.20]. 
— The  speech  which  the  Treasurer  has  just 
delivered  reminds  me  of  a  very  good  storv 
about  a  young  barrister  who  appeared  before 
the  Court  in  order  to  argue  a  motion.  When 
be  concluded  a  very  long  speech,  the  Judge 
told  him  that  they  were  entirely  with 
him  until  they  heard  him.  The  Trea- 
surer has  just  supplied  us  with  data 
which  have  cMivincetl  me  of  the  soundness 
of  a  genn'al  conclusion  against  himself  to 
which  I  had  previousljr  inclined.  He 
considers  that  no  .time  has  been 
wasted  in  the  o»isiderati(Hi  of  the 
Tariff.  He  admits  that  its  considera- 
tion has  occupied  two  months,  and 
also  that  what  is  left  represents  one-half  of 
the  Tariff,  apart    from    the  postponed 
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items.  According  to  his  own  statement, 
therefore,  we  are  asked  to  pass  more  than 
one-half  of  the  Tariff  in  a  few  weeks. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No;  not  quite  one- 
half. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— The  honorable 
gentleman  is  going  back  on  his  own  state- 
ment. That  is  always  the  difficulty  when 
we  haw  to  deal  with  anything  which  he 
has  said;  he  interjects  either  that  he  did 
not  say  it  or  that  he  said  it  in  another 
way. 

Sir  WiLLiAu  Lyne. — I  said  that  we  had 
dealt  with  more  than  one-half  of  the 
Tariff.  The  honorable  gentleman  mis- 
understood me. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— There  are  still 
Z15  items  to  be  dealt  with,  and  we  started 
with  400  items. 

Mr.  Storser. — We  are  wasting  a  lot  of 
time  this  morning. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— That  may  be, 
but  1  am  the  best  judge  of  what  I  am 
doing,  and  my  constituents  are  the  best 
judges  of  me.  The  honorable  member 
quite  mistakes  his  object  if  he  supposes  that 
any  of  his  observatic»is  will  affect,  except 
to  lo^hm  the  time  I  shall  take.  The 
Treasurer  has  supplied  data  to  show  the 
House  the  utter  absurdity  of  the  proposal 
trhich  the  Government  have  sulxnitted.  He 
practically  says  that  one-half  of  the 
Tariff  has  yet  to  be  passed.  I  am  of 
opinion  that  more  than  one-half  of  the 
Tariff  has  yet  to  be  passed.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  has  made  the  unsophisti- 
cated admissicHi,  no  doubt  with  an  argu- 
mentative purpose,  that  the  House,  so  far, 
has  only  dealt  fairly  with  the  Tariff,  that 
the  time  has  not  been  wasted,  that  the  dis- 
cussion was  necessary,  and  that  he  has 
no  comment  of  an  adverse  character  to  make 
upcm  it.  What  doeis  it  all  mean?  We  have 
three  weeks  in  which  to  dea  1  with 
the  remainder  of  the  Tariff.  The 
Treasurer  is  proposing  to  us  that  in  three 
weeks  we  should  dispose  of  exactly  the  same 
amount  of  buriness  that  we  have  disposed 
of  in  two  months.  That  is  not  the  only  con- 
siderarion.  There  is  a  much  more  serious 
one.  The  Prime  Minister  and  the  Trea- 
surer have  held  out  to  the  House  a  sort  of 
bribe  as  regards  a  holiday.  They  have 
said,  "  If  you  complete  the  Tariff  in  the 
next  three  we^  we  will  let  you  off  until 
ti»c  beginning  of  March.  But  if  you  do 
not  complete  die  Tariff  during  the  next 
tbfce  wews  you  must  come  here  in  Fc^- 


Mr.  Salmon. — The  honorable  member 
knows  why  that  statement  was  made  by  the 
Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— The  Prime 
Minister  needs  no  champion  in  the  honor- 
able member. 

Mr.  Salmon. — He  only  said  that  in  re- 
ply to  an  inquir\'. 

Mr.  BRUCe'  SMITH.— I  know  what 
the  Prime  Minister  said,  and  I  know  how 
carefully  he  weighs  his  words;  and  the 
Treasurer  has  reiterated  his  statement. 

Mr.  Salmon. — He  only  made  the  state- 
ment when  he  was  asked  a  question  from 
the  opposite  side. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH— The  honorable 
member  has  had  some  experience  as  Chair- 
man of  Committees,  and  therefore  he  ought 
to  be  a  preceptor  in  the  matter  of  observ- 
ing order.  The  Prime  Minister  has  offered 
that  as  a  sort  of  bribe.  "  Vou  can  have 
an  extra  month's  holiday,"  he  has  said,  "  if 
you  will  only  push  the  Tariff  through  in 
three  weeks,  although  we  admit  that  in  tak- 
ing two  months  to  deal  with  a  similar  quan- 
tity you  did  it  reasonably  and  without  un- 
necessary delay."  I  have  made  up  my 
mind  at  great  personal  loss  and  incon- 
venience to  see  the  Tariff  ,put  through  this 
House.  I  tell  the  Prime  Minister  and  the 
Treasurer  that  I  shall  not  give  up  one  iota 
of  my  criticism  on  every  item  in  the  Tariff ; 
because  I  think  that  the  Deputy  Speaker 
has,  a     member    of    this  House, 

very  carefully  and  very  truly  sum- 
marizetl  the  methods  which  have  been 
adopted  in  putting  the  Tariff  through.  I 
agree  with  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
that  a  great  deal  of  matter,  if  not  brought 
fonvard  by  the  Government,  has  been  con- 
nived at  -by  them  in  order  to  push  over  the 
consideration  of  the  Tariff  until  the  last 
few  weeks  of  the  session.  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  believing  that  it  has  been  done  in 
the  hope  by  the  Treasurer  that  we  should 
be  less  inclined  to  debate  the  Tariff,  and 
give  him  an  opportunity  of  afterwards 
boasting  to  his  constituents  Fhat  he  had 
managed  to  "bullock  it  through"  some- 
how or  other,  and  to  say  "  There  is  mv 
Tariff." 

Mr.  Mathews. — That  is  a  bit  unkind,  I 
think. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— We  say  many 
unkind  things  here,  and  think  that  we  are 
justified.  I  generally  agree  with  the  honor- 
able member  for  Kooyong  as  regards  most 
of  the  statements  which  he  makes,  but  I  en- 
tirely   disagree   with    him   in  criticis' 


«518  Additional      [REPRESENTATIVES.]       Sitting  Day. 


the  speech  of  the  honwable  member  for 
Coolgardie  as  one  of  "obstruction." 
I  think  that  the  honorable  member  has 
gi^en  utterance  to  some  exceedingly 
wholesome  home  truths,  and  they  are 
emphasized  very  appropriately  in  what 
seems  to  be  the  leisurely  atmosphere  of  a 
Saturday  morning  sitting.  He  has  com- 
mented upon  the  way  in  whidi  the  hat 
<luty  was  put  through.  I  think  it  was  the 
most  reprehensible  

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— Order  ! 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— The  most 
reprehensible  feature  in  connexion  with 
this  or  the  last  Tariff ;  because,  at  the 
last  moment,  as  every  one  knows,  the  whole 
situation  was  suddenly  changed  so  that  it 
was  impossible  to  say  what  pero»itage  was 
imposed. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — The  matter  was  dis- 
cussed all  night. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— It  may  have 
lieen,  but  the  difficulty  became  a  hopeless 
one,  and  to  discuss  it  all  night  was  the 
only  means  honorable  members  had  of  ex- 
pressing their  feelings  as  to  a  change  of 
front  made  in  such  an  objectionable 
manner. 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER— Order ! 
The  honorable  member  must  not  pursue 
that  line  of  argument. 

Mr-  BRUCE  SMITH.— The  Govern- 
ment Whip  has  endeavoured  to  «tcuse 
himself  in  regard  to  the  statements  made 
Tiv  the  honorable  member  for  Coolgardie. 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— Order  ! 
I  expressly  asked  the  honorable  member 
for  Bourke  whether  he  was  going  to  speak 
upon  the  personal  explanatiwi  made  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Coolgardie,  because 
T  saw  that  if  I  permitted  him  to  do  so  it 
would  lead  to  a  general  debate. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  only  wished 
to  say  that  the  Government  Whip  had 
paired  the  honorable  member  for,  Cool- 
gardie up  to      per  cent,  and  then  stopped. 

Mr.    DEPUTY    SPEAKER.— Order ! 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — You  allowed  the 
honorable  member  for  Bourke  to  say  what 
lie  wanted  to  say. 

^r^.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— I  must 
point  out  that  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Bourke  had  a  right  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation at  any  time.  He  could  even  have 
made  one  in  the  middle  of  a  debate. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  a  great  pity 
111, it  his  statement  was  ma^e  bv  wav  of  per- 
sonal explanation,  and  that  he  was  per- 
mitted in  that  way  to  direct  an  argument 
against  me. 


Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— I  did  not 
understand  that  the  remarks  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bourke  were  directed 
against  the  honwable  member.  I  under- 
stood that  he  merely  desired  to  explain 
some  conduct  of  his  to  which  exception  was 
taken. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  hope  you  will 
admit,  sir,  that  if  in  the  course  of  a  per- 
sonal explanation  an  honoraUe  member 
makes  a  statement  which  misrepresents 
other  honorable  members,  they  should  hare 
an  opportunity  of '  pointing  out  the  mis- 
representation. I  do  iK^  wish  to  go  into 
the  matter  at  all.  1  merely  deare  to  say 
that  the  honorable  membn-  for  Boorte 
made  a  statement  from  which  infereiKes 
may  be  drawn — that  he  paired  the  honor- 
able member  for  Coolgardie  up  to  50  per 
cent. 

Mr.    Salmon. — Is    that    obeying  the 

Chair  ? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  am  not  dis- 
obeying the  Chair. 

Mr.  Storrer. — The  honorable  member 
has  been  repeating  his  statement  over  and 
ovCT  again. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Because  I  was 
interrupted  by  the  Deputy  Speaker  calling 
me  to  order.    I  make  no  comment  upon  the 
fact  to  which  I  have  called  attention.  It 
is  a  matter  of  inference,  and  I  give  every 
honorable  member  credit  for  suflBcient  in- 
tellectual agility  to  make  that  inference  for 
himself.     1  desire  to  emf^asize  what  I 
have  said  as  to  the  action  of  the  Gov^n- 
ment  in  putting  this  extraordinary  propo- 
sition before  us.    It  does  not  require  any 
\ery  high  flight  of  imagination  or  any  par- 
ticular  logical   faculty  to  see   the  utter 
hopelessness  of  the  Government  proposal. 
The   Minister  admits   (hat   we  have  not 
wasted  time  in  occupying  two  months  over 
one-half  of  the  Tariff,  and  now  he  savs  he 
wilt  give  us  three  weeks  to  pass  the  other 
half ;  and  that  if  we  pass  it  we  shall  have 
an  extra  month's  holiday ;  but  that  if  we 
do  not  we  shati  have  to  come  back  again 
as  early  as  the  end  of  Januarv  or  the  be- 
ginning of  February.  I  have  only  one  ol^er 
observation  to  make,  and   that  is  that  T 
have  been  a  little  concerned   about  the 
shock  that  our   manv    late    sittings  roust 
necessarilv  give  to  the  principles   of  the 
Labour  Party.     Throughout  their  fives, 
honorable  members  of  that  party  have  been 
advocating  the  eight  boors  priitciple,  and 
I  heartily  recognise  the  greaf  sacrifice  of 
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pfinciple  which  is  involved  in  their  sitting 
here  so  frequently  beyond  the  wdinary 
hours. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laaaecoorie)  [12.34].— 
I  wish  to  make  a  personal  ezplanaticm.  I 
lenuined  in  attendance  in  the  House  last 
oi^t  and  until  we  adjourned  at  an  early 
hour  this  mcMtiing,  and  I  came  here  again 
at  the  opening  of  the  sitting  this  morning 
anxious  to  put  to  the  best  use  the  two 
boors  that  I  hoped  were  to  be  devoted  to 
business.  But,  judging  by  presmt  ap- 
pearances, and  1^  the  word  splitting 
uidulged  in  by  opponents  not  of  the 
motion  but  of  the  Government,  I 
lecogoise  that  it  is  useless  to  oipect  any 
good  to  result  from  our  meting  to-day. 

Mr.  Bruce  Shith. — We  hate  hypocrisy. 
Let  the  Government  say  what  they  really 
meao. 

Mr.  SALMON. — The  honorable  member 
has  taken  up  a  considerable  portion  of  our 
valuable  time  in  repeating  over  and  over 
again  his  so-called  arguments. 

Mr.  Brucx  Smith. — Because  the  honor- 
able member  (fid  act  understand  my  first 
ttatemeat 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  honorable  member 
was  not  addressing  his  remarks  to  mc  He 
hnws  that,  so  far  as  most  of  his  opinions 
are  concerned,  it  is  absolutely  useless  for 
him  to  attempt  to  convert  me  tt>  them. 

An  Honokable  Mescbes. — ^The  homfr- 
ible  menAier  is  not  prepared  tx>  hearken  to 
the  voice  of  reason. 

Mr.  SALMON.— Not  to  the  so.calIed 
reason  of  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Parkes.  I  and  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia generally  know  him  too  well 
to  expect  to  find  reason  in  his  argu- 
ments. I  deplore  the  lamentable  waste  of 
time  that  has  occurred  this  morning,  and 
after  listemng  to  tbe  speeches  of  not  only 
duse  who  are  opposed  to  the  motion,  biit 
those  who  are  in  f  arour  of  have  cnne  to 
tbe  conclnnon  that  we  are  not  likely  to  do 
any  business  to-day,  and  that  h  is  just  as 
well  that  I  should  take  my  departure,  I, 
therefore,  wish  honoraUe  members  a  very 
good  day. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  Q^ang)  [13.37].— As  one 
who  is  somewhat  affected  by  die  remarks 
that  have  been  made  in  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  pairing,  I  wirii  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  I  have  more  tiian  once  dunij^t 
tint  confusion  was  likely  to  arise  from  the 
svstem  ol  entmng  pairs,  and  have  suggested 
that,  in  order  to  avoid  mtstakos  when 
practicable,  tbe  subject  itself  on  which 


honorable  members  paired  should  be  en- 
tered in  tbe  pair  boc*.  It  j^pears,  how- 
ever,  that  it  has  not  been  tlw  pracdce  to 
do  so,  and  I  have  given  way  to  those  hav- 
ing greater  experience  of  these  matters 
than  I  have. 

Mr.  HtncB  Cook. — But  oonld  tbe  system 
suggested  by  the  htxKvable  member  be  suc- 
cessfully carried  cnit? 

Mr".  JOHNSON. — Not  in  every  case. 
As  to  the  position  of  the  honorable  m&a- 
ber  for  Coolgardi^  some  difficulty  has 
arisen  in  arranging  pairs,  and  it  has' some- 
times been  found  advisable  in  order  that 
every  honorable  member  called  away  from 
the  House  should  be  fairly  treated,  to  sub- 
stitute one  name  for  another  in  the  pairs, 
rather  than  to  exclude  altogether  from  the 
lists  the  names  of  sonw  honorable  mem- 
bers. A  great  deal  of  difficulty  has  arisen 
especially  in  connexion  with  divisions  that 
have  taken  place  in  raoid  succession.  On 
some  occasions  five  or  six  divisions  have 
followed  rapidly  upon  each  other  without 
debate,  and  it  has  been  practically  impos- 
sible to  do  anything  like  justice  to  the  work 
of  entering,  or  even  deciding  pairs.  Some 
amendments  are  of  a  more  or  less  complex 
and  varied  character,  and  absent  members 
have  had  no  oppOTtunity  of  declaring  them- 
selves r^rding  them. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — We  have  also  had  to 
deal  with  amendments  of  which  no  notice 
had  been  given. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Yes.  In  order  to 
overcome  the  difficulty,  honorable  members 
should  arrange  their  own  pairs  and  defin- 
itely acquaint  the  whips  as  to  the  subject 
to  which  they  desire  their  pairs  to  apply. 
The  whips  cannot  be  expected  to  know 
what  is  in  the  mind  of  every  honorable 
member  with  regard  to  a  succession  of 
complicated  amendments.  In  dealing  with 
the'  pairing,  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Coolgardie  on  the  hat  duties,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bourke  said  that  it  was 
a  matter  of  pairing  him  as  a  free-trader  in 
favour  of  a  duty  of  75  per  cent.,  and  that 
he  did  not  think  he  would  be  justified  in 
doing  so.  He  forgot  to  mention,  however, 
that  the  division  was  on  the  question  of 
whether  the  duty  should  be  75  per  cent. 
ad  valorem,  or  a  fixed  doty  equal  to  150 
per  cent  ad  valorem,  and  that  the  honor- 
^le  member  was  not  paired  on  the  amend- 
ments for  fixed  duties  on  hats  at  17s.  6d., 
20s.,  2ZS.,  and  22s.  6d. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative 
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RABBIT  DESTRUCTION: 
Dr.  DANYSZ'S  EXPERIMENTS. 
Mr.  DEAKIX  (Ballarat— Minister  of 
External  Affairs)  [12.40]. — I  have  received, 
since  the  matter  was  called  attention  to  this 
morning,  the  report  of  Dr.  Tidswell,  which 
I  lay  now  upon  the  table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — Is  it  identical  with 
the  report  that  appeared  in  the  press  this 
morning  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  assume  that  it  is. 
The  conclusions  are  summed  up  in  two 
short  sentences — 

I.  That  the  efficacy  of  the  virus  ai  a  destroyer 
of  rabbits  has  not  been  demonstrated. 

3.  That  although  the  microbe  could  be  made 
to  infect  certain  small  animals,  there  is  no  rea- 
son to  apprehend  danger  from  its  practical  use. 

In  the  last  paragraph  of  tiie  report  Dr. 

Tidswell  points  out — 

The  results  of  the  observations  are  of  a  re> 
assuring  character.  We  are  no  longer  con. 
fronted  with  the  mysterious  microbe  of  unknown 
potentialities,  but  with  the  ordinary  bacillus  of 
rabbit  septicemia  with  which  bactetiologists 
have  been  familiar  for  the  last  thirty  years, 
t.'onsequently  there  need  be  no  apprehension  of 
danger  to  human  beings,  whilst  the  risk  to  other 
animals  is  remote. 

Mr.  MAHOX  (Coolgardie)  [12.41].— 
I  move — : 

That  the  document  be  printed. 
As  the  Prime  Minister  has  omitted  to  move 
that  the  document  be  printed,  I  beg 
to  submit  the  motion.  Some  time  ago  the 
New  SoJth  Wales  Government  offered  a 
reward  of  ;^25,ooo  for  the  discovery  of 
a  disease  which  would  exterminate  rabbits 
without  being  cmimunicable  to  human 
beings.  Amongst  those  who  c(xnpeted  for 
that  reward  was  M.  Pasteur,  the  French 
savant,  who'  sent  out  two  representatives 
to  Australia.  To  facilitate  their  experi- 
ments the  Government  established  a  sta- 
tion on  Rodd  Island  in  Sydney  Harbor. 
Rabbits  were  obtained  from  the  interior 
of  New  South  Wales,  and  an  expert  -bac- 
teriologist was  employed  to  test  the  ex- 
Iieriments  made  by  these  gentlemen  from 
France.  The  result  was  that  upon  that 
small  island  it  was  proved  that  the  disease 
known  as  "chicken  cholera"  was  i»t  alto- 
gether efficacious  in  destroying  rabbits.  A 
long  series  of  experiments  demonstrated 
that  whilst  about  seven  out  of  twelve  healthy 
rabbits  contracted  the  disease  automatically 
from  an  infected  rabbit,  the  remaining  five 
were  immune.  The  New  South  Wales  Go- 
vernment therefore  concluded  that  chicken 
cholera  was  not  a  suitable  disease  with 
which  to  inoculate  rabbits.  But  the  repre- 
— 'tatives  from  France  nevertheless  de- 


manded that  further  experiments  should  be 
c(»iducted.  They  asked  the  Government 
to  allow  these  to  be  made  in  the  open  coun- 
try. The  Government  naturally  concluded 
that  if  on  a  small  area  like  Rodd  Islarxl 
their  experiment  was  a  cOToparative  failure, 
it  was  not  likelv  to  be  successful  in  the 
open  country.  The)  vorj  properly  refused 
to  permit  the  experiment  to  be  made,  be- 
cause they  recognised  that  if  the  disease 
were  propagated  in  the  <^n  it  would  be 
impossible  to  confine  it  to  reasonable  limits. 

«r.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— I  have 
been  following  the  remarks  of  the  honorable 
member  for  some  time  with  a  view  to  ascer- 
tain whether  he  intends  to  connect  them 
with  the  moticm  for  the  printing  of  the 
report. 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  am  just  about  to  do 
so.  The  exiperiments  which  have  previously 
heen  conducted  in  New  South  Wales  should 
be  of  the  utmost  benefit  to  us.  To  ccHn- 
plete  the  literature  available  in  connexion 
with  rabtnt  extermination  the  document  pre- 
sented by  the  Prime  Minister  should  be 
printed.  I  would  remind  the  House  that 
though  the  residents  of  our  cities  are  not 
directly  interested  in  this  questimi,  it  is  one 
of  vital  moment  to  our  farmers  and  pas- 
toralists.  Although  many  people  find 
rabbit-trapping  a  lucrative  business,  we 
must  recollect  that  sheep-growing  is 
more  profitable.  We  shall  very  prob- 
ably obtain  a  great  deal  of  informatimi 
fnrni  the  document  whidi  the  Prime 
Minister  has  laid  upon  the  table.  I  was 
very  pleased  to  hear  some  of  the  con- 
cluding sentences  which  he  read  from  that 
report.  I  regret  that  he  has  not  had  the 
paper  printed  upcm  his  own  initiative  and 
distributed  amongst  honorable  members.  At 
the  same  time  I  think  that  the  House  has 
reason  to  complain  that  too  frequentiv 
printed  documents  and  reports  find  their 
way  into  the  public  press  before  they  have 
been  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House.  I 
do  not  say  that  that  has  happened  in  this 
particular'  instance. 

Mr.  Tudor. — It  appears  in  the  news- 
papers this  morning. 

Mr.  Deakin. — It  was  telegraphed  from 
Sydney. 

Mr.  MAHON— That  is  an  instance  of 
the  enterprise  of  the  Sydney  representatives 
of  the  Melbourne  journals. 

Mr.  Deakin.— A  duplicate  of  the  report 
was  presented  to  the  New  South  Wales  Go- 
verrunent  last  evening,  and  its  contents  were 
evidently  communicated  to  the  press  Uiere. 
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Mr,  MAHON.— That*  does  not  affect  my 
statement  that  very  frequently  the  contents 
of  documents  are  published  in  the  press  be- 
foce  honorable  members  have  been  made  ac- 
acQiuinted  with  them.  A  rather  remark- 
aue  and  even  audacious  instance  occurred 
in  connexion  with  the  publication  of  in- 
formation concerning  the  report  of  the 
Stamp  Board.  Before  that  report  reached 
the  Minister,  or  simultanrously  with  his 
receipt  of  the  document,  the  substance  of 
it,  with  portraits  of  the  members  of  the 
Board,  actually  appeared  in  a  Sydney 
publication.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
Postmaster-General  thinks  about  that,  but 
I  hope  he  will  sift  the  matter  to  the  bot- 
tom and  find  out  who  was  respMisible. 

Mr.  Maugeb. — I  think  it  was  disgrace- 
ful. We  are  fully  aware  of  the  culprit, 
and  are  considering  what  steps  can  be 
Uken. 

Mr.  MAHON. — Other  Ministers  might 
with  advantage  follow  the  course  proposed 
to  be  adopted  by  the  Postmaster-General. 
The  printing  of  a  document  is  not  usually 
a  debatable  question,  and  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  furnish  other  reasons  why  this  paper 
should  be  printed  and  circulated.  It  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  that  we  should  have 
the  fullest  possible  information  on  this 
question  of  rablnt  exterminaticxi.  Wool  is, 
I  believe,  our  most  valuable  article  of  ex- 
port, and  anything  which  would  injuriously 
affect  the  pastoral  industry  of  Australia 
must  react  upon  the  whole  community. 

Mr.  FosTEB. — What  about  the  rabbit- 
trappers? 

Mr.  MAHON.— T  have  dealt  with  that 
aspect  of  the  question.  However  valuable 
the  industry  in  which  rabtnt-trappers  are 
engaged  njav  be,  it  is  not,  I  think,  to  be 
compared  with  the  industry  menaced  by  the 
existence  of  the  rabtit  If  this  report 
adds  to  our  knowledge  of  dealing  with 
the  pest,  it  should  be  of  Kreat  service. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

ADTOURNMENT. 
Oitm  OF  Business  :  Saturday  Sitting  : 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [12.52]. — I  am  ready  to  go  on  with 
the  business  of  the  House,  but  I  have  been 
informed  that  it  is  not  at  all  likely  that 
there  will  be  a  quorum  after  lunch.  That 
being  so,  it  would  be  a  farce  to  consider 
the  Tariff  for  five  or  ten  minutes,  and  I  do 
not  vi^  to  keep  honorable  members  here 
in  the  drcomstanoes.    I  therefore  move — 

That  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 


Mr.  Fisher. — What  will  be  the  busi- 
ness taken  on  Monday  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Tariff. 

Mr.  Fisher.— Anything  else? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Not  that  I  am 
aware  of. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[^2.53]. — ^I  wish  to  say  with  what  utter 
disgust  I  view  the  whole  of  the  proceedings 
this  morning.  A  week  ago  the  Government 
announced  their  intention  that  the  House 
should  sit  on  Saturdays  and  Mondays,  and 
honwable  members,  having  made  all  their 
arrangements  to  be  here,  find  that  on  the 
first  occasion  on  which  an  attempt  is  made 
to  give  effect  to  their  expressed  intenticHi, 
the  Government  are  imable  to  conduct  the 
business.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  about 
time  that  members  of  the  Gbvemment 
looked  round  to  see  where  they  are. 

Sir  WiLUAlc  Lvne. — ^We  know  where  we 
are  perfectly  well. 

Mr.  AusnN  Chapman. — The  honorable 
member  has  been  looking  round  a  good 
while. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  hope  I  shall 
look  round  a  good  deal  longer  before  I 
re;tch  the 'depths  of  degradation  to  which 
the  Government  have  eone. 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— Order. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  hope  I  shall 
look  round  all  my  political  life  before 
doing  that.  I  can  ccmceive  of  nothing 
which  more  clearly  shows  the  depths  to 
which  the  Government  have  descended  than 
the  pitiable  spectacle  which  is  almost  every 
day  exhibited  in  this  House.  If  the  Go- 
vernment cannot  do  business,  they  should 
not  have  brought  us  here. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — The  honorable 
member  is  making  a  great  fuss  about  ha\'- 
ing  to  stop  here  at  the  end  of  one  week. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am.  I  say 
that  I  have  nu  right  to  be  kept  here  un- 
less the  Government  are  going  to  do  busi- 
ness. I  therefore  protest  most  strongly 
against  the  degrading:  spectacle  we  have 
witnessed  to-day. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [12.54]- 
— I  am  very  much  disappointed  to  hear  that 
we  are  not  to  go  on  with  the  business  of  the 
country.  I  was  induced  to  remain  in  Mel- 
bourne last  night  in  the  expectation  that 
we  should  put  in  a  good  day's  work  on  the 
Tariff  to-day,  only  to  find  that  the  whole 
of  the  morning  has  been  wasted.  I  think 
the  Government  might  have  shown  a  little 
more  backbone  and  better  generalship. 
Honorable  members  might  (fOSKMrVl^ 
at  work  on  the  bufilH^SSf^  &f Sht^tr^gAVy 
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hanging  about  here  doing  nothing.  I  pro- 
test against  this  wasted  day.  If  the 
Government  desire  my  assistance,  they 
should  keep  their  word  with  me.  I  was 
assured  that  the  Tariff  would  be  proceeded 
with  to-day,  and  remained  in  Melbourne 
with  that  hope  and  expectation.  I  think 
that  we  should  sit  every  day  in  the  wedk, 
with  the  exception  of  Sundav,  in  order  to 
get  the  Tariff  throup'h.  I  believe  that,  by 
continuous  application  to  the  business,  we 
should  get  through  our  work  more  satis- 
factorily, and  more  expeditiously,  than  we 
can  hope  to  do  bv  intermittent  sittings. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — Does  the  honorable 
member  think  that  we  can  get  rid  of  the 
rest  of  tlie  Tariff  in  three  weeks? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  do  not  know  that 
we  can  finish  the  Tariff  in  the  time  stated ; 
but  we  should  have  regular,  and  not  inter- 
mittent, sittings. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [12.561.— 
When  the  Treasurer  replies,  I  hope  he  will 
give  honorable  members  some  information 
as  to  whv  he  proposes  to  proceed  with  the 
metals  and  machinery  division  of  the  Tariff 
be  fore  t  ha  Ma  nu  f act  u  res  E  ncop  ragemen  t 
Bill  has  been  passed. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — That  was 
agreed  upon.  The  Treasurer  said  he  only 
wanted  a  test  vote  on  the  Manufactures 
Encouragement  Bill. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — f  said  long  ago 
that  I  wished  to  take  a  test  vote  on  the 
Bill. 

^fr.  FRAZER.— The  test  vote  has  been 
taken,  and  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
was  carried,  but  not  bv  an  overwhelming 
majority.  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would 
be  well  for  honorable  members  to  know  in 
what  form  the  Bill  is  likely  to  be  passed 
l)efore  they  proceed  with  the  consideration 
of  the  Tariff.  Without  trespassing  upon 
the  business  of  the  Ccmimittee  of  Wavs  and 
Means.  I  might  be  allowed  to  sav  that  the 
form  in  which  the  ^fanufactures  Encour- 
agement Bill  is  passed  would  have  an  im- 
portant bearing  upon  the  manner  in  which 
we  should  deal  with  certain  items  in  the 
metals  and  machinery  division  of  the 
Tariff. 

Mt.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— Order. 
The  honorable  member  must  not  discuss  the 
Tariff. 

Mr.  DucAi.D  Thomson. — There  might 
be  alterations  in  another  place. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— That  is  so.  but  I  am 
concerned  with  the  alterations  that  might 
be  made  here.  I  think  it  would  be  more 
satisfactOT)'  that  we  should  know  what  is 


to  become  of  the  Manufactures  Encourage- 
ment Bill,  and  it  would  not  interfere  with 
the  business  of  the  House  if  we  had  the  in- 
formation before  we  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Tariff.  I  ask  the  Treasurer  to 
give  some  considerafion  to  the  matter. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [12.59]. — It  would  not  have  been  in 
order  for  the  honorable  member  for  Kal- 
goorlie  to  enter  into  details ;  but  I 
think  I  thoroughly  understand  what  he 
means.  Some  time  ago,  in  answer  to  a 
query  put  tome  by  the  deputy-leader  of  the 
Opiwsition,  I  stated  that  I  proposed  to  in- 
terrupt the  consideration  of  the  Tariff  by 
taking  a  test  vote  on  the  Manufactures  En- 
couragement Bill  l)efore  we  dealt  with  divi- 
sion VI.  I  said  that  then  I  would  proceed 
with  the  divisicBi  and  with  the  remainder 
of  the  Tariff,  until  completed,  and 
ask  the  House  to  deal  with  the  Manufac- 
tures Errcouragement  Bill  finally  before 
the  Tariff  was  sent  away  from  this  House. 
I  desire  to  be  practical  in  this  matter,  and 
if  I  did  what  the  honorable  member  for 
Kalgoorlie  suggests,  and  brought  the  Bill 
on  now  with  the  Tariff  still  waiting  to  be 
got  through,  how  long  do  honorable  mem- 
bers think  it  would  take,  iudging  by  the 
experience  we  have  had,  to  finish  the  Bill  ?  . 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — It  would  take 
until  Christmas. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable- 
member  is  quite  right.  I  tberefcMre  do  not 
want  to  bring  anything  else  oa  to  interfere 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Tariiff.  I 
am  nuite  satisfied  with  the  test  vote  that 
was  taken  as  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill, 
but  I  will  say  this  to  honorable  members 
— I  had  not  intended  to  say  it  to-day — 
that  I  will  ask  them  to  deal  with  the'  items 
in  the  Tariff  as  though  the  Manufactures 
Encouragement  'Bill  had  passed,  and 
afterwards,  if  the  Bill  does  not  pass,  or 
any  alteration  is  made  in  it  in  a  way  that 
would  affect  any  one  item,  I  shall  re- 
ccmimit  that  item  to  bring  It  into  harmony 
with  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Frazsr. — Is  it  the  Treasurer's  in- 
tention to  put  the  Bill  through  in  addition 
to  the  Tariff  before  Christmas? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.—  Yes;  if  pos- 
sible. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Then  whv  not  lake  the 
Bill  first? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  Because  it 
would  take  all  the  time.  It  would  be  a 
gain,  I  admit,  if  we  could  ,«rwJ,tbc  Bill 
to  the  Senate  alcBf '"tt^tli 
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Mt.  Bruce  Suith. — Does  the  honOTable 
member  mean  to  ask  the  House  to  put  the 
Bill  through  before  Christmas? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  we  com- 
plrte  the  TvifF  in  time,  I  shall  oertainly 
hope  to  send  the  Bill  up  with  it. 

Mr.  Bkuce  Smith. — But  the  hcwiorable 
member  said  just  now  that  if  the  Bill  was 
brought  on  its  conslderaticxi  would  take 
till  Christmas. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes;  if  honor- 
aUe  members  opposite  found  that  they 
could  block  the  Tariff  with  it. 

Mr.  Bkuce  Smith. — I  voted  for  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  know  that 
the  hoicvable  member  would  use  it  in 
erery  possible  way  to  prevent  the  Tariff 
from  coming  on.  The  deputy  leader  of 
die  Opposition  has  just  made  a  nice  little 
speedi,  containing  an  attack  <xi  the 
Government,  to  be  published  in  the  Sydney 
tnipers.  The  hc»iOTable  member  laughs  at 
iris  own  audacity,  now  that  I  have  exposed 
die  reason  irhy  he  made  that  speech.  I 
hc^  that  ray  statement  will  also  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Sydney  papers. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  laugh  because  I 
have  an  impression  now  that  the  Govern- 
ment could  get  a  quorum  this  afternoon. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  not  going 
to  mk  it.  I  am  not  grang  on  with  a 
quorum  of  enemies  only.  I  do  not  wish  to 
say  anything  harsh  or  disagreeable,  because 
I  want  hcHiorable  members  to  work  harmoni- 
ously together  until  we  finish  the  Tariff. 
I  am  informed  that  there  would  not  be  a 
quorum  after  lunch,  and  I  do  not  want  to 
act  the  hypocrite  by  coming  here  and  say- 
ing that  I  am  ready  to  go  on  with  busi- 
oes,  if  there  is  do  reasonable  prospect  of 
a  quorum. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affimiati\«. 
House  adjonraed  at  1.5  p.m. 


ii}ouse  of  firpresmtatibrs. 

Monday,  25  November,  igoj. 


ABSENCE  OF  Mr.  SPEAKER. 

The  Clerk  acquainted  the  House  that 
be  had  been  infOTmed  of  the  unavoidable 
afaienae  ^  Mr.  Speaker. 

Mr.  Depott  SPKAKia  toc^  the  chair  at 
X0.30  a.m.>  and  read  prayers. 


PETITION. 

Mr.  POYNTON  presented  a  petitioD 
from  forty-four  electors  in  South  Australia 
praying  the  House  to  reduce  the  duties  on 

agricultural  implements. 
Petition  received. 

TARIFF. 
Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— In  this  morn- 
ing's newspapers — and  of  course  we  get  all 
our  information  first  fTcHn  that  source — there 
is  a  statement  to  the  effect  that  the  Govern- 
ment proposes  to  ask  honorable  members 
to  deal  first  with  the  non-oon^tious  itema 
in  the  Tariff.  I  should  like  to  know  from 
the  Treasurer  what  his  intention  is  in  that 
regard?  So  far  as  I  undentand  the  posi- 
tion, we  have  taken  tfie  noo-oontentious 
items  in  the  division  now  under  ccmsidera- 
ti(Hi.  I  want  to  know  if  the  statement  in 
the  press  means  anything  more  than  that. 
I  hope  that  it  does  not. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  know 
what  statement  appeared  in  the  press  this 
morning,  but  I  have  said  cffice  or  twice 
here  that  there  were  so  many  non-conten- 
tious items  and  so  many  contentious  items 
to  be  dealt  with.  It  it  is  the  desire  of 
honorable  members  to  take  first  the  non- 
contentious  items  in  each  division  I  have 
no  objection.  I  do  not  care  much  whether 
those  items  are  taken  first,  ot  whether  the 
items  are  taken  in  rotation.  That  will 
be  a  matter  entirely  for  the  Committee  to 
decide.  It  canncH  be  dcxie  without  the 
concurrence  of  all  the  leaders  of  the  House 
and  of  the  Committee^  too. 

Sir  John  Foksest. — That  is  what  I 
wanted  done  at  the  beginning. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  in- 
tend to  make  any  prtqx)6al  unless  the  Com- 
mittee seems  quite  agreeable  to  take  the 
items  in  that  way.  I  propose  to  proceed 
with  the  postpoiied  items  in  (Uvision  VI., 
and  the  Coounittee  can  Aoi  indicate  its 
wish  in  the  matter. 

MAIL  SERVICE:  TASMANIA. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-Gerieral  when  the  ordinary  mail 
service  to  Tasmania  will  be  restored. 
Owing  to  the  recent  strike  permission  was 
gi\en  to  the  contracting  company  to  reduce 
the  number  of  trips  per  week,  but  now  that 
the  strike  has  been  settled  there  can  be  no 
reason  why  the  contract  service  shwld  not 
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Mr.  MAUGER.— Acting  upon  a  pro- 
mise I  made  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Itass,  I  issued  an  instruction  this  morning 
that  the  mail  service  should  be  restored, 
but  I  am  very  doubtful  as  to  whether  it 
can  be  restored  at  once. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — Why  not? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — For  the  simple  reason 
that  the  contractors  tell  me  that  they  can- 
not procure  a  supply  of  coal.  The'  regu- 
lar service  will  be  restored  as  earlv  as  pos- 
sible. 

Mr.McWiLUAMS. — Does  not  the  Minis- 
ter think  that  the  company  should  have 
coal  stored  for  the  purpose? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— That  is  another  mat- 
ter. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAHS. — It  is  a  matter  of 
carrying  out  the  contract. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION". 

Mr.  FISHER.— Before  the  business  is 
called  on  I  wish  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation. It  is  not  often  that  I  trouble 
the  House  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Page. — The  honorable  member  need 
not  apologize,  when  he  is  exercising  a 
privilege. 

Mr.  FISHER.— In  the  Saturday  edition 
of  the  Melbourne  Herald  it  was  stated  that 
I  had  intimated  to  the  Government  and  the 
House  that  I  desired  to  sit  on  Sunday. 
No  such  statement  was  made  by  me.  I 
said  quite  the  contrary.  I  think  that,  in 
a  case  of  that  kind,  any  reputable  journal 
should  have  ascertained  the  fact  from  the 
speaker  if  its  representative  were  in  doubt. 

TARIFF. 

In  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
(Consideratirai  resumed  frcHn  15th  Novem- 
ber, vide  page  61 18): 

Postponed  item  143.  Iron,  Plate  and  Sheet, 
viz.  ; — (a)  Corrugated  Galvanized,  ad  val.  (Gene- 
ral Tarin),  35  per  cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  20 
per  cent,  (b)  Galvanized  not  Corrugated,  ami 
Corrugated,  not  Galvanized,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff),  30  per  cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  15  per 
tent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [10.35]. — Since  this  item  was  post- 
poned, I  have  received  a  petition,  which  I 
will  read  presently,  asking  that  specific 
should  be  substituted  for  ad  valorem  duties. 
It  has  been  suggested  by  a  large  number 
of  influential  importers  that  in  paragraph 
A  the  duties  on  corrugated  galvanized  iron, 
instead  of  being  25  and  20  per  cent,  re- 
spi'cti%ely,  should  be  jQi  los.  and  jQ^  a 
tun  respectively,  and  that  in  paragraph  B 


the  duties  should  be  and  £,2  los. 
respectively.  Those  sums  are  the  equi- 
\alents  of  the  ad  valorem  duties.  The 
petition  reads  as  follows — ■ 

We,  the  undersigned,  hardware,  iron,  and 
timber  merchaots  and  distributors  of  galvanized 
iron  respectively  ask  that  whatever  rate  of  duty 
may  be  levied  on  galvanized  iron  should  be 
ba^d  on  the  tonnage  thereof  and  not  on  its 
ad  val.  value.  As  the  value  of  the  diHerent 
gauges  of  galvanized  iron  varies  somewhat  the 
latter  method  of  fixing  the  duty  is  confusing  to 
vu^tomers,  and  we  consider  it  leaves  an  opening 
for  fraud  in  relation  to  the  invoice  value  thereof. 
It  may  perhaps  strengthen  our  case  to  remind 
vou  that  in  all  the  States  of  the  Commonwealth 
m  the  past  the  duty  was  always  levied  on  the 
tonnage. 

The  petition  is  signed  by  Andrew  Kerr  and 
Company  Proprietary  Limited,  T.  Anthony 
and  Company,  Chalmers  •  and  Langfordt 
Ridiard  jdinson,  Claj^am  and  Morris, 
J.  S.  Kidd  and  Company,  D.  vid 
\V.  Chandler,  A.  P.  Allan,  J.  Stone, 
Morris  and  Meeks,  Harvey,  Shaw  and 
Company,  Joseph  Ellis  and  Sons,  Kemp 
and  Sheehan,  C.  S.  Green  and  Son,  Jas. 
McEwan  and  Company  Limited,  W. 
Richardson  and  Company,  Currie  and 
Richards,  Jas.  Moore  and  Sons  Proprietary 
Limited.  John  Sharp  and  Sons,  W.  H. 
Rocke  and  Ccmipany  Proprietary  Ltd.,  and 
J.  Wright  and  Schis. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — What  the  imported  pro- 
pose comes  to  more  than  tlje  present  dut\'. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  informed 
by  the  oflRcers  that  it  is  exactly  the  same. 

Mr.  PovNTON. — It  works  out  to  more 
than  the  present  dutv. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  not 
worked  out  the  figures.  I  asked  the  oifi- 
cers  to  work  out  the  figures,  and  let  me 
know  whether  or  not  the  proposals  meant 
an  increase,  and  they  initxmed  me  that 
they  do  not  mean  an  increase 

Mr.  PoYNTON.— The  duty  is  a  little  less 
in  the  case  of  paragraph  a,  and  more  in 
the  case  of  paragraph  b. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Why  should 
we  ha\e  a  heavy  duty  when  it  is  intended 
to  give  a  bounty  upon  the  production  of 
the  articles? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVXE.— The  list  of 
names  I  have  read  out  is,  I  take  it,  fairly 
representative  of  those  interested  in  this 
trade,  who  are,  I  think,  importers  more 
than  manufacturers. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — They  are  not 
manufacturers  of  these  particular  goods^ 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVXE.— At  any  rate, 
they  urge  that  it  will  be^uch  easier  for 
them  to  pay  a  ifilfiesldd^OOgle 
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Mr.  DUGALD  Thomson. — They  do  not 
say  that  they  desire  the  particular  fixed 
dutv  proposed. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  requested  the 
departmental  crflirers  to  let  me  know  what 
fixed  duties  would  be  equivalent  to  the 
ad  valorem  duties ;  and  the  information 
I  received  is  that  I  have  read  to  hcmor- 
able  members.  The  honorable  member  for 
Grev-  has  said  that  the  proposed  fi«d 
duties  on  the  ircm  comprised  in  paragraph 
B  are  more  than  an  equivalent  for  the  ad 
valortm  duties.  I  point  out  that  I  must 
depend  for  information  on  the  c^Bcers  of 
the  Department;  I  cannot  be  expected  to 
go  into  mathematical  calculations  of  this 
nature.  I  hope  honorable  members  will 
not  accuse  me  of  submitting  this  amend- 
ment without  notice,  seeing  that  I  received 
the  infonnation  only  on  Saturday  morning. 
If  the  fixed  duties  be  made  equivalent  to 
the  ad  valorem  duties,  and  the  fixed  duties 
are  preferred  by  the  importers,  then  no 
injurv  can  be  done  to  others.  I  much  pre- 
fer specific  duties  where  they  can  reason- 
ably be  imposed ;  and  I  may  ptunt  out 
that  fixed  duties  were  the  rule  under  the 
States  Tariffs  prior  to  Federation.  I 
intoid  to  move — 

That  after  the  words  "25  per  cent.,"  para- 
graph K,  the  words,  and  on  and  after  25th  No- 
vember, i()07,  per  ton  (General  TurifT),  £^  los.," 
be  inserted. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [10.44]— I 
do  not  feel  disposed  to  offer  any  opposition 
to  the  proposal  of  the  Treasurer,  _  in  so 
far  as  it  relates  merely  to  the  substitution 
of  a  fixed  dutv  for  an  ad  valorem  duty. 
It  is  very  likely  true  that  a  fixed  duty 
will  give  more  satisfaction  to  both  im- 
porters and  users.  But  it  is  a  very  serious 
matter  when  we  are  asked  to  increase  the 
duty  from  15s.  per  ton  to  jQ^  lOb.  per 
ton. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — It  has  always 
been  admitted  that  the  duty  of  15s.  per 
toa  was  imposetl  in  mistake. 

Mr.  Page. — This  commodity  ought  to 
hjt\-e  been  made  free — that  was  the  inten- 
tion of  Parliament. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — N'o,  it  was  not. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— As  I  was  not  in  Par- 
liament when  that  duty  was  imposed,  I  am 
not  in  a  position  to  say  whether  or  not 
there  was  a  mistake,  but  I  know  that  a 
good  deal  of  the  commodity  is  being  manu- 
factured under  a  duty  of  15s.  per  ton. 

Sir  William  Tats-e. — The  only  place  I 
know  of  where  this  iron  is  being  manufac- 
tured is  at  Lithgow,  and  I  do  not  thuik 
that  the  industry  pays. 
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Mr.  FRAZER.— So  far  as  I  oould 
judge,  when  I  paid  a  visit  to  Lithgow, 
ihis  class  of  iron  was  fitiished  Uiere 
pretty  extfnsivelv.  .As  I  endeavoured  t<i 
IJoint  out  in  a  few  words  on  the  adjourn- 
ment on  Saturdav,  this  item  is  intimately 
COTinected  with  the  Manufactures  En- 
couragement Bill ;  and  I  say  frankly  that, 
while  I  am  prepared  to  give  consideration 
to  the  iron  industry  by  means  of  that  mea- 
sure, I  am  not  prepared  to  give  both  a 
duty  and  a  bounty. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — That  will  have  to 
be  done  if  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  to  have  any  effect. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  have  no  doubt  that 
when  the  industry  has  been  established  by 
means  of  a  bounty,  and  is  in  a  position 
to  supply  the  whole  of  the  requirements 
of  Australia,  it  will  be  necessary  to  im- 
pose a  dutv  in  order  that  the  market  may 
be  retained.  Of  course,  in  saying  that, 
I  am  probably  presenting  the  worst  aspect 
fr^n  my  point  of  view.  Before  we  pass 
this  it«n  we  are  entitled  to  some  informa- 
tion as  to  the  Goiernment  attitude  in  re- 
ference to  the  position  of  this  industry 
under  the  Manufactures  Encouragement 
Bill.  As  I  said  before,  if  there  be  a 
l)ounty  I  am  not  prepared  to  vote  for  a 
duty  ;  but  if  the  Governrrent  are  content 
to  accept  a  duty  in  lieu  of  a  bountv,  I 
may  possibly  consider  the  proposal.  I  do 
not  commit  myself  on  this  point,  but 
merelv  say  that  it  will  be  a  matter  for 
consideration.  We  ought  to  have  some 
explanatitm  from  the  Minister,  so  that  we 
may  know  whether  or  not  he  is  en- 
deavouring to  secure  both  a  bounty  and 
a  duty  in  favour  of  this  bcxnmodity. 

Sir  John  Quick. — ^The  bounty  is  granted 
for  the  manufacture  of  irwi  out  of  Aus- 
tralian ores,  but  this  is  to  be  a  duty  on 
imported  galvanized  and  corrugated  iron. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Bendigo  the  olher  night 
took  up  a  similar  attitude  lo  mine  on  this 
question.  He  preferred*  a  bounty  on  pig 
iron  to  a  duty  on  the  commodity,  which 
might  seriously  hamper  other  industries. 

Mr.  Sampson. — That  argument  would 
apply  to  the  whole  ramifications  of  the 
Tariff. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— No,  it  would  not,  be- 
cause in  regard  to  other  items  there  is  no 
(juestion  of  a  bounty.  I  am  prepared  to 
vote  for  a  bounty  in  preference  to  a  duty, 
but  we  ought  not  to  have  both.  The  Trea- 
surer might  make  a  statement,  explaining 
whether,  in  the  ©i^(0?' VthOOj^Cbemg 
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passed,  it  is  his  intention  to  proceed  with 
the  Bill  which  grants  a  bounty  for  the  pro- 
duction of  irwi  used  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[id.  Stl- — I  am  ot  the  opinion  just  voiced 
by  the  last  speaker — that  it  was  understood 
that  the  question  involved  in  this  item  was 
to  be  settled  by  means  of  a  bounty,  and 
that  if  a  bounty  were  granted  a  coasi- 
derable  modification  of  th«e  duties  would 
immediately  take  place.  I  otpected  to 
hear  a  statement  from  the  Treasurer  to 
that  effect  this  morning. 

Sir  William  Lynb. — The  h<xiwable 
member  expects  me  to  say  quite  a  number 
of  things 

Mr.  JOSEPH  CX)OK.— Do  I  under- 
stand that  tlie  Treasurer  is  waiting  until  the 
Committee  have  told  him  whaf  to  do? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  not  waiting 
for  anything;  X  apect  \o  have  this  duty 
passed. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Treasurer 
would  have  the  duty  passed  very  soon  i£ 
he  would  tell  the  Committee  what  he  pro- 
poses to  do  in  r^ard  to  the  bounty,  but 
honorable  members  object  to  blundering 
about  in  the  dark. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — We  propose  to 
pass  this  duty  if  we  are  able. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  the  Trea- 
surer has  misled  the  Coomiittee. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  have  done  no- 
thing of  the  kind. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  understand 
nov  that  the  principle  of  paying  a  bounty 
of  lo  per  cent,  cm  galvanized  iron  has  been 
affirmed.  That  amounts  to  about  255.  per 
ton.  Surely  that  is  a  very  substantial  modi- 
cum of  protecticffi  in  itself.  I  should  like 
h(xx>rable  members  to  recollect  that  the 
processes  of  galvanizing  and  corrugating 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  production  of 
iron.  They  are  processes  that  present  very 
little  difficulty.  All  that  the  manufacturers 
have  to  do  is  to  erect  a  furnace  with  a 
supply  of  spelter,  and  pass  the  iron 
through  it  after  it  has  been  prepared  by  a 
simple  chemical  process,  which  involves  no 
ccMnplexity  and  no  great  skill.  Numbers 
of  boys  can  take  part  in  the  industry.  Even 
if  we  intend  to  have  a  protective  duty,  a 
small  percentage  of  difference  between  sheet 
iron  and  corrugated  iron  would  meet  all 
the  requirements.  But  to  impose  the  duty 
of  25  per  cent,  or  30  per  cent,  is  absolutely 
absurd.  It  means  a  huge  revenue  duty, 
and  nothing  more. 

Sir  William  L\"Nf.— Whv  should  the 
honorable  member  object  to  that? 


Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Because  it  is 
an  absurd  revenue  duty.  There  is  nothing 
reasoHiible  in  it.  Moreover,  it  means  a 
crushing  imposition  upwi  the  people  of  the 
country.  If  there  be  one  duty  in  this  Tariff 
that  profoundly  affects  the  people,  from 
one  end  of  this  continent  to  the  other,  it  is 
that  on  galvanized  iron.  In  many  parts 
of  Australia  galvanized  iron  is  the  material 
from  which  residaices  are  made.  It  is  a 
duty  which,  more  than  any  other,  weighs 
upon  the  primary  industries.  If  the  pro- 
posal be  agreed  to,  it  means,  for  many 
years  to  come.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing, a  crushing  revenue  tax  upon  the  ori- 
mary  producers  of  Australia.  It  falls 
with  heaviest  weight  uptm  those  who  are 
least  able  to  bear  it,  and  upon  those  who 
get  least  advantag,;  from  protective  duties. 
The  Treasurer  cannot  justify  it  on  any  pro- 
tectionist principle,  becaiise,  fcH*  many 
years  to  come,  the  quantum  of  iron  neoefr- 
sary  in  Australia  to  provide  a  sufficient 
supply  of  galvanised  iron  will  not  be  pro- 
duced here. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  ought  to  be  pro- 
duced within  twelve  nx^iths,  but  it  will 
not  be  if  the  honorable  member  has  his 
way. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  plant 
available  for  the  production  from 
native  ore  of  all  the  sheet  irai 
fron  which  galvanized  iron  is  made  can- 
not be  erected  and  put  in  working  order 
in  Australia  for  many  years  to  OMne.  In 
the  meantime,  if  this  duty  be  imposed,  it 
will  really  mean  a  revenue  impost  of  from 
25  per  cent,  to  30  per  cent.  A  difference 
of  5  per  cent,  as  between  sheet  iron  and 
galvanized  iron  would  be  a  substantial 
protective  duty. 

Sii  William  Lyne.— Nonsense. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  point  out  to 
those  honorable  roonbcrs  w1k>  favour  a 
protectionist  Tariff  that  what  is  proposed 
is  merelv  a  duty  cm  the  galvanizing  and 
corrugating  processes,  and  that  it  does  not 
profess  to  overcome  the  difficultv  regard- 
ing iron  production. 

Mr.  Watkins, — That  is  so;  it  does  not 
make  for  the  production  of  iron  itom 
native  ore. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Not  to  the 
slightest  extent.  All  the  complexities  and 
difficulties  of  iron  production  have  to  be 
faced  at  a  period  prior  to  that  at  which 
this  duty  will  begin  to  operate.  Gal- 
vanized and  corrugated  irpn-  has  ^en  made 
for  many  years  ifiigiluraljh'p^^^^ttetralia. 
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]n  most  cases  the  sheets  have  been  im- 
puted ;  in  other  cases,  as  at  Lithgow,  gal- 
vauzed  and  corrugated  iron  has  been 
made  from  scrap  iron.  Now  at  Lithgov 
thnr  are  producing  it  from  in»  made 
fraiD  their  own  native  ores.  Hierefore,  I 
say  that  this  duty  is  simply  absurd  on  the 
face  of  it,  since  it  relates  to  a  finishing 
ptocMS  of  the  simplest  possible  character. 
But  as  the  duty  will  be  so  widespread  in 
its  incidence,  and  wil  1  affect  so  dfo- 
foradlv  the  primary  industries  of  Aus- 
tralia and  those  who  are  engaged  in  build- 
ing up  the  prosperity  of  the  Common- 
wealth at  such  great  cost  to  themselves 
and  with  so  much  deprivatnm  of  home  com- 
fom.  I  hope  that  honorable  members  will 
not  consult  to  impose  this  heavy  tax. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
sure) [ir.o]. — The  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta  has  simply  been  beating  the 
wind;  be  has  not  touched  the  point  at 
issue.  The  honorable  member  {or  Bendigo 
has  shown  exactly  what  this  proposal 
means.  It  has  noting  to  do  with  iron 
which  is  manufactured  here. 

Mr.  Page. — But  will  it  protect  tlie 
black  iron? 

Sir  JcHN  Quick. — Certainly  not. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  will  simply 
affoid  an  opporttmity  for  tiie  local  maira- 
factuie  ctf  iron.  The  bounty  granted  under 
the  Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill  will 
remain  in  oper^on  for  onlv  three  years, 
and  will  not  be  sufficient  in  itself  to  enable 
the  establishment  of  the  industry  of,pro< 
during  ircHi  from  native  ores. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  galvanizing  in- 
dnsCrv  can  be  estaUished  in  six  mcmtfas 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  has  talked  a  lot  of  nonsense,  and 
has  confused  this  duty  with  the  bounty 
under  the  Manufactures  'Encouragemei^ 
Bill.  The  two  are  absolutely  distinct  The 
protectionist  section  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission recommended  that  a  duty  of  15 
per  cent  should  be  imposed.  Is  this  indus- 
try, after  the  bounty  has  expired,  to  be  left 
absolutely  at  the  mercy  of  the  Steel  Trust 
of  America,  or  are  we  to  have  in  the 
Tariff  a  duty  to  c«ne  into  operation  in 
1911  to  prevent  its  absolute  annihilation? 
Unless  honorable  members  are  very  careful 
the  industr)-  will  be  at  the  mercy  of  the 
Steel  Trust  of  America,  with  its  enormous 
capital,  which  has  secured  control  of 
warlv  the  whole  iiidustry  in  America,  and 
desires  to  control  these  manufactures  all 
over  the  world. 


Mr.  Frazer. — The  bounty,  according  10 
the  hraiorable  member's  own  calculation, 
will  amount  to  50s.  per  ton. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  Is  not 
very  much,  having  regard  to  tiie  fact  that 
it  applies  to  galzanized  iron  to  be 
made  from  native  ate.  The  object  of  the 
bounty  is  to  encourage  the  galvanizing  of 
iron  produced  from  our  native  ore,  and  not 
merely  of  imported  black  irMi.  I  do  not 
wish  the  industry  to  be  confined  to  the 
mere  galvanizing  of  black  iron  introduced 
from  abroad. 

Mr.  Pace.  —  The  honorable  member 
spoke  of  placing  the  industry  at  the  merc>' 
of  the  Steel  Trust  of  America.  Last  year 
our  imports  other  than  from  Great  Bri- 
tain were  of  the  value  of  only  jf.ST,ooo. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  going  to 
light  for  our  own  industries,  and  should 
not  be  mealy-mouthed  in  regard  to  a  pro- 
posal of  this  kind,  even  if  it  did  mean  an 
inrre;ised  jirice  of  is.  jHrr  sheet.  It  is 
just  about  time  that  a  determined  stand 
was  made  for  our  own  industries. 
Mr.  Page. — No  crocodile  tears  ! 
Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  certainly  am 
not  shedding  any.  We  have  vast  deposits 
of  iron  ore  in  New  South  Wales,  Tas- 
mania, Queensland,  South  Australia,  and 
Western  Australia,  and  we  should  be  pn- 
pared  to  grant  effective  assistance  to  their 
develc^unent.  I  wish  to  impress  upon 
honorable  members  that  we  have  not  two 
duties  applying  to  the  one  manufacture. 
The  bounty  is  intended  in  the  meantime 
to  help  these  industries  to  reach  a  point 
of  production  at  which  they  will  be  able 
to  supply  the  local  requirements. 

Mr.  Frazer. — But  is  not  the  inject  of 
the  bounty  similar  to  that  to  which  this 
duty  is  to  apply? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  In  the  one 
case  the  iron  will  be  made  fnxn  native 
ore,  and  in  the  other  case  it  is  imported. 

Mr.  Frazer.  —  But  in  bofh  cases  we 
have  sheet  and  corrugated  iron. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Quite  so;  but 
in  the  one  case  we  have  a  duty,  and  in  the 
other  we  have  iK>t.  I  find  that  the  duty 
of  15s.  per  ton  has  not  had  the  slightest 
effect  on  importations,  nor  has  it  increased 
the  price  of  imported  iron.  I  knew  what 
I  am  talking  about,  because  for  some  time 
I  administered  the  affairs  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Trade  and  Customs.  I  wish  to 
secure  the  impositicm  of  a  duty  that  will 
come  on  after  the  bounty  has  ceased. 

Mr.  Frazer. — I  am  prfpjy¥?krtT/:>™** 
for  such  a  duty.    Digitized  Sy  ^TJOgie 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— In  the  mean- 
time, I  wish  to  have  something  to  check 
wholesale  importations. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Then  be  straight- 
forward and  impose  a  duty  on  iron  as 
such. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  always 
straightforward ;  but  the  hwiorable  mem- 
ber never  is.  I  wish  to  take  care  that 
during  the  three  years  that  the  bounty  is 
in  operation  this  iron  is  not  imported  in 
large  quantities  and  sUyted  f<x  distribu- 
ticm  thereafter.  During  the  three  years 
of  the  operation  of  the  bounty  men 
will  be  struggling  to  establish  the 
industry,  and  I  wisb  to  help  them. 
I  desire  an  effective  Tariff  to  be 
passed.  I  certainly  do  not  wish  to  see 
passed  a  Tariff  that  will  afford  no  pro- 
tection to  this  branch  of  the  ircwi  industry 
after  the  bounty  has  ceased.  I  should 
like  to  see  iron  works  established  not  only 
in  Tasmania,  but  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Mathews. — ^And  more  than  one 
would  be  established  if  proper  assistance 
were  given. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  agree  with 
the  honorable  m«nber.  I  am  in  receipt 
of  an  official  report  which  states  that  the 
duties  levied  upon  this  item  ar^  based 
upon  the  6gures  tendered  to  the  Tariff 
Commission.  I  trust  that  honorable  mem- 
bers will  adhere  to  the  Government  pro- 
posals, and  thus  prevent  us  being  exposed 
to  the  fearful  machinaticms  of  the  great 
trust  which  exists  in  the  United  States. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Cannot  the  Go- 
vernment deal  with  that  trust? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  know 
that  we  can  deal  with  it  eflfectively. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  bulk  of  the 
iron  imported  into  the  Commonwealth  is 
of  British  origin. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honor- 
able member  ts  speaking  as  a  free-trader. 
He  is  in  accord  with  the  expressed  inten- 
tion of  his  leader  to  reduce  the  duties 
levied  under  this  Tariff  to  such  an  extent 
that  they  shall  be  robbed  of  their  protec- 
tive incidence. 

\  Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — He  does  not  tell 
falsehoods. 

\  Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— If  the  honor- 
Vie  member  for  Parkes  would  adhere  as 
Vsely  as  I  do  to  facts  he  would  do  a 
W  deal  Iwtter  than  he  does.    He  is  a 
\y  of  one;  he  always  was,  and  always 
be.    The  Government  are  in  earnest 


in  their  endeavour  to  effectively  protect 
the  galvanizing  of  sheets  which  are  made 
from  Australian  ore. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [11.13].— It  is 
unfortunate  that  upon  almo&t  e\'ery  occa- 
sion that  the  Treasurer  rises  to  address 
the  Cwnmittee  he  should  create  mate  op- 
position than  is  really  necessary.  Before 
making  the  statements  that  he  has  made, 
I  claim  that  he  should  have  looked  at  the 
statistics  relating  to  our  importations  of 
iron.  Instead  of  this  commodity  being 
dumped  into  the  Ccnnmonwealth  from  the 
United  States,  the  truth  is  that  out  of  a 
total  importati(m  valued  at  £1906^,1^4, 
no  less  tlian  ,032,000  worth  comes  from 
the  United  Kingdom. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN  ^Mr. 
Fowlkb). — The  Committee  is  very  dis- 
orderly this  morning,  so  much  so  that  it  is 
impossible  for  the  debate  to  proceed  in 
this  way.  I  must  ask  honorable  members 
to  restrain  themselves. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Under  the  old  Tariff 
a  revenue  of  about  ;£47,ooo  was  collected 
upon  this  item.  I  have  taken  the  trouble 
to  work  out  the  amounts  which  a  dutv  of 
20  per  cent,  would  represent  upon  various 
well-known  brands  of  jrcm.  I  find  that 
upon  "Orb"  of  24-indi  gauge  it  would 
ineanj^3  i6s.  5d.  per  toa;  uprai  the  same 
brand,  26-iocb  gauge,  which  is  inn»ced  at 
15s.  per  ton,  it  would  represent  £4 
2s.  6d.  per  ton.  Upon  "  Orb  "  of  28-inch 
gauge,  the  value  of  which  is  X^Oj  the 
duty  would  be  j£/^  8s.  per  ton.  Upon  the 
"Redcliffe"  brand  of  24-inch  gauge,  the 
invoice  value  of  which  is  £16  17s.  6d., 
the  dutv  would  be  jf,$  14s.  3d. ;  and  upon 
the  same  brand  of  26-inch  gauge,  which  is 
invoiced  at  ;^i8  78.  6d.  per  trai,  it  would 
be  j£4  OS.  xod. 

Mr.  Page. — I  can  buy  that  Ivand  of 
iron  in  Brisbane  for  less  than  the  amount 
quoted  by  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Its  price,  of  course, 
depends  upon  the  gauge.  Quite  recently 
a  manufacturer  wrote  me  complaining  of 
the  duty  on  this  very  article.  He  also 
forwarded  me  a  clipping  from  a  trade  cir- 
cular in  which  the  price  of  "Redcliffe" 
iron  of  26-inch  gauge  was  quoted  at  jf^ij 
.odd  per  ton. 

Mr.  Page. — How  long  ago  is  that? 

Mr.  POYNTON  — About  a  month  or 
six  weeks  ago.  Upon  the  plain  iron  a 
duty  of  20  per  cent,  would  represent 
amounts  ranging  ham  -£2  8s.  6d.  to  -^.x 
5s.  per  ton.      "f^fi^  proposed  duty  upon 
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corniii^ted  galvanized  iron  under  the  gene- 
ral Tariff  will  be  equivalent  to  j£$  los. 
per  ton,  and  under  the  Tariff  for  the 
United  Kingdom  it  will  be  per  ton. 
Upon  galvanixed  ■  iron  not  cwrugated  the 
poposed  duty  of  30  per  cent,  under  the 
general  Tariff  is  equivalent  to  jQs  per  ton, 
and  that  of  15  per  cent,  under  the  Tariff 
for  the  United  Kingdom  is  equal  to  ■f,2 
los.  per  ton.  To  urge  that  these  duties 
must  not  be  considered  in  relation  to  the 
bounty  which  it  is  proposed  to  pay  upcHi 
Ibe  {VoducHon  of  iron  is  somewhat  fal- 
Udous  reasoning.  For  a  considerable 
time  to  come  the  price  of  this  cmnmodity 
must  be  increased  bv  the  amount  of  the 
doty.  Consequently  the  individual  who 
is  enga^  in  the  manufacture  of  iron  from 
Atvtralian  ores  will  have  the  advantage  of 
the  increased  price  of  imix)rted  iron. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.- — I  think  that  Z 
shall  be  able  to  show  that  he  will  not. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  take  it  that  he  will. 
Anything  whidi  increases  the  price  of  the 
imported  article  must  be  of  advantage  to 
the  local  manufacturer. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — To  the  galvanizer, 
but  not  to  the  man  wHo  manufactures  imn 
from  the  local  ore. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— A  bounty  of  10  per 
cent  upoa  the  productira  of  iron  would 
work  out  at  from  30s.  to  40s.  per  ton. 
If  my  contention  be  right  the  local  manu- 
facturer will  enjoy  an  advantage  of  some- 
thing like  j£s  per  ton  as  a  result  of  the 
bounty  and  dhe  duty.  It  should  not  be  for- 
gotten that  this  is  an  article  which  is  largely 
used  throughout  Australia.  The  c^d  duty  of 
15s.  is  equal  to  a  duty  of  about  5  per  cent, 
on  these  imports,  and  we  collected  at  that 
rate  of  duty  ;^47,ooo  on  the  importations 
for  last  year.  The  item  is  one  which 
tppeals  to  me  from  the  primary  producers' 
ituid-p(nnt.  One  of  the  fint  requirements 
of  a  man  who  takes  up  a  piece  of  land  is 
plvanized  iron.  He  may  be  able  to  get  a 
tew  straight  spars  on  his  bdding  with 
whidi  to  construct  the  frame  of  the  build- 
ings he  must  erect,  but  he  must  have  gal- 
vanized  iron  to  complete  them.  Recently, 
in  South  Australia,  400,000  acres  of  land 
have  been  made  available  for  settlemoit, 
and  have  been  taken  up.  There  is  not  a 
stone  to  be  found  on  that  land,  and  the 
readenoes,  as  well  as  the.  necessary  out- 
buildings of  the  settlers,  will  have  to  be 
constructed  of  wood  and  ircm.  The  duty 
proposed  on  this  item  would  be  a  serious 
tax  upon  those  pec^le. 


Mr.  Mathews. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber suggests  that  we  should  not  manufac- 
ture anything  at  alt  in  Australia. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  do  not  expect  to 
be  able  to  convince  the  honorable  member 
far  Melbourne  Ports.  If  the  honorable 
member  were  in  England  he  would  advo- 
cate a  duty  on  grapes,  in  order  that  they 
might  be  grown  in  that  country.  We  can 
prcMiuce  almost  anything  in  Australia  if  we 
are  prepared  to  pay  for  it.  Whilst  some 
honorable  members  may  be  anxious  that 
the  articles  included  in  this  item  should  be 
produced  here,  we  should  have  some  little 
consideration  for  the  primary  producers. 
Under  this  Tariff  duties  are  imposed  upcm 
almost  everything  they  require — timber, 
iron,  and  the  implements  used  on  the  farm. 
On  the  cheaper  class  of  irtxi  the  duty 
WOTks  out  at  over  20  per  cent.,  which,  from 
my  stand-point,  is  exorbitant  Pec^le  liv- 
ing where  stone  or  bricks  can  be  easily 
obtained,  largely  escape  the  duty,  and  it  be- 
cnnes  a  sectional  tax  and  not  a  general  tax. 
I  recognise  that  there  is  something  in  the 
contention  that  there  should  be  a  difference 
between  the  duties  imposed  on  corrugated 
and  on  plain  iron,  and  I  think  that  5  per 
cent.,  which  would  represent  about  15s.  per 
ton,  is  a  sufficient  margin  to  provide  for. 
The  onlv  reason  advanced  by  the  Chairman 
of  the  Tariff  C(Hnmissioo  for  the  duty  -re- 
commended on  corrugated  iron  is  that  cer- 
tain works  in  South  Australia  have  been 
closed  down.  The  owner  of  these  wwks 
had  a  few  rollers  with  which  he  converted 
galvanized  sheet  into  ocHTugated  ircm.  He 
claimed  that  because  no  difference  was 
made  in  the  duties  between  galvanized  and 
rarrugated  iron  under  the  old  Tariff,  he 
was  compelled  to  close  down  his  works. 
For  the  information  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  Commission  I  mav  state  that  the  owner 
of  the  works  is  satisKed  with  a  margin  of 
from  15s.  to  j^^i  per  ton  between  the 
duties  <Hi  corrugated  and  on  plain  iron. 
Most  of  the  importations  under  this  item 
will  be  dutiable  under  the  second  column. 

Sir  WiLUAu  Lyme. — Na 

Mr.  Johnson. — Ninety-six  per  cent,  at 
least  will. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ImpOTtaticHis  to 
the  value  of  ^£336, 780  came  from  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Of  what  use  is  it 
for  the  Treasurer  to  make  such  a  state- 
ment? Only  ;£39,ooo  worth  came  from  the 

Sir  WiLIxuf  LYfti8iti2aIbij^^^>(ggig;,res 
before  me. 
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Mr.  POYNTON.— If  the  honwable 
gentleman  will  turn  to  the  published  statis- 
tics he  will  find  that  the  importations  were 
from  Canada,  j£495 ;  Straits  Settlements, 
£167;  Belgium,  /[ziSi  Germany,  ^^215; 
United  States,  £39,194,  and  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  j^i  28,868. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  the  honorable 
member  will  allow  me,  the  figures  I  gave 
were  ;£336,78o.  I  have  just  asked  the 
c^kers  of  the  Department,  and  I  find  that 
3  mistake  has  been  made.  By  some  inad- 
vprtence  an  extra  three  was  included  in  the 
fi;jures  supplied  to  me.  I  find  that  the 
value  of  the  importatiwis  from  the  United 
States  was  jC^6,-jSo,  but  I  wish  the  Com- 
mittee to  understand  how  I  was  led  to 
rtiake  the  mistake. 

Mr.  FOYNTON.— I  propose  to  movfr— 

'  That  nfter  the  figures  "  25  per  cent.,"  para- 
;<rapb  A,  the  wordi,  "and  on  and  after  25th 
Vovembcr,  1907,  per  ton  (Genera)  Tariff),  85$.," 

b*  inserted. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [ii.ji]. — This  Tariff  really  seems 
a  ho{ieiess  job.  The  Treasurer  makes  an 
excited  and  exciting  speech,  and  calls  on 
his  protectionist  friends  to  support  the 
protectionist  duty  whidi  he  proposed,  but 
when  he  used  his  arguments  he  was  either 
not  aware  of  the  effect  of  his  own  Tariff, 
or  .else  attempting  to  deceive  the  Com- 
mittee.   I  would  not  accuse  him  of  thai. 

Sir  WiLLi.\M  I-VNE. — 1  was  not  doing 

so. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Then  he 
did  not  understand  the  effect  of  his  own 
Tariff.  It, is  not  a  questtoi  of  protection 
to  the  maker  of  iron  from  native  ore  at  all, 
and  no  protectionist  can  view  it  as  such. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Tf  it  is  not  imported, 
cannot  we  m;tke  it? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Does  the 
honorable  member  not  know  that  under  this 
Tariff  black  sheet-iron  is  coming  in  free? 
,  Mr.  ^Iatiiews. — It  should  not. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— That  is 
not  the  point.     We  are  deal'ng  with  the 
-Tariff  as  brought  clown  by  the  Minister. 
}t  is  the  free  black  sheet-iron  that  com- 
petes with  the  maker  from  native  ores. 
\  is  not  proposed  to  give  him  protectiw) 
tninst  it,  and  yet  the  Minister  excitedly 
^Is  on  protectionists  to  assist  him  to  prc- 
the  industry  of  making  iron  from 
ive  ores.    That  industry  is  not  affected 
ill  by  this  duty. 
\r  William  Lvne. — Yes,  it  is. 
V     DUGALD     THOMSON.  —  The 
sheet  from  which  plain  and  conu- 


gated  galvanized  ircxi  is  made  comes  in 
free  under  the  Minister's  own  Taiiff,  and 
the  enormous  [protection  that  the  Minister 
now  proposes  is  simply  for  galvanizing 
and  corrugating. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Is  not  that  quite  a 
simple  process? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  Very 
simple.  When  Divisiwi  VI.a  is  put  into 
force,  there  will  be  a  duty  of  i2|  per  cent, 
on  blaok  slwet-iron,  but  at  present  there 
is  ncme,  although  the  Minister  could  ask 
that  Divisi(Hi  VI.a  be  put  into  force  now 
if  he  liked.  The  enormous  protection  of 
los.  and  j^s  a  ton  is  all  for  the  most 
simple  processes  of  corrugating  and  gaU 
vanizing. 

Mr.  i*AGE. — And  a  machine  does  the  lot. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— They  are 
processes  that  oifpk^  very  little  luxxir, 
and  yet  it  is  proposed  to  allow  this  eiioi- 
mous  extra  cost  to  go  on  to  the  shoulders 
of  the  consumers  of  galvanized  iron  for 
the  sake  of  that  small  industry. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Does  the  honorable 
member  mean  that  the  local  man  is  going 
to  charge  so  much  more  than  the  foreigner  ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  By 
agredng  to  the  Treasurer's  proposal,  we 
should  be  giving  him  the  opportunity  to 
do  so.  We  have  never  been  so  reckless 
)'et — not  even  the  strongest  protecticwiists 
here — as  to  say  that  we  will  give  a  duty 
enormously  higher  than  is  needed  for  the 
purposes  of  protection.  By  so  doing  we 
should  <Mily  give  the  opportunity  to  the 
roller  or  corrugator  or  tinner  to  charge 
much  higher  prices  to  the  consumer, 

Mr.  HtrrcHisoN. — It  does  not  work  out 
that  way  in  the  case  of  a  simple  process, 
because  there  is  plenty  of  competition. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If  this 
enormous  duty  is  proposed  for  revenue  pur- 
poses, the  whole  revenue  will  disappear 
under  it.  Not  a  ton  will  be  brougtit  in 
after  a  time,  exoe^  as  black  sheet-iron. 
We  shall  not  be  doing  justice  to  the  people 
of  Australia  if  we  impose  such  terrific 
duties  as  the  Minister  proposes  on  these 
articles.  The  Minister  has  succeeded  in 
carrying  a  proposal  fot  a  bounty  uf  lo 
per  cent,  to  iron  manufacturers.  As  soon 
as  that  bounty  has  operated  and  the  in- 
dustry is  sufficiently  started,  the  Treasurer 
will  be  able  to  put  a  duty  of  12^  per  cent, 
on  black  sheet-iron  and  other  duties  on 
other  iron  goods. 

Sir  Wu-LiAM  Lvne. — If  we  |i@it  far 
that,  we  shall  never  get  it  done. ' 
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Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  Min- 
ister is  tn-ing  now  to  iinpO!»e,  not  a  duty 
of  i2|  per  cent.,  which  he  will  eventually 
have  the  right  to  do,  hut  an  infinitely 
higher  duty  on  .these  articles,  whilst  he 
imposes  no  duty  on  black  sheet-inxi,  so 
that  there  is  no  protection  to  the  local  in- 
dnstry  of  producing  iroii  from  local  ore. 
I  am  sorry  to  have  had  to  speak  on  this 
item.  I  had  not  intended  to  do  so,  but 
when  the  Treasurer  makes  a  statement 
which  is  quite  apart  from  the  facts— I  do 
not  say  that  he  did  it  knowingly — that  by 
imposing  the  duty  which  he  proposes,  we 
can  protect  the  local  manufacturer  from 
iron  ores,  that  statement  must  be  refuted. 
The  making  of  it  by  the  Minister  only 
causes  debate  on  his  own  Tariff.  The 
proposal  of  the  honorable  member  for' 
Grev  is  ample  for  every  purpose.  It  is 
even  a  protection  for  galvanizing  and  cor- 
rugating. The  honorable  member  states 
that  a  man  interested  in  a  galvanizing  mill 
in  South'  Australia  is  perfectly  satisfied 
with  it. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Mr.  Morris  says  that 
they  are  not  satisfied,  and  he  gave  evi- 
dence here. 

Mr.  PoyNTON. — Mr.  Weidenhofer  says 
that  he  would  be  satisfied  with  a  margin 
of  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  under- 
stand that  the  honorable  member  for  Grey 
has  the  latest  informaticHi  on  the  point. 
If  we  impose  such  duties  as  the  Treasurer 
pmposes,  for  a  reason  which  is  no  reas<m 
at  all,  because  it  is  incorrect,  upon  the 
backs  of  the  people  of  Australia,  espec- 
ially those  in  the  back-blocks,  and  upm 
all  the  industries  of  Australia  which  use 
this  iron  largely,  we  shall  be  deserving  of 
the  reprobation  of  the .  public. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [11.38]. 
—I  venture  to  think  that  it  will  be  found 

00  full  consideration,  that  the  ad  valorem 
rate  is  preferable  to  the  fixed  duty.  Suffi- 
cient grounds  have  not  been  made  out  by 
the  petition  or  memorial  signed  by  mer- 
chants in  favour  of  changing  the  ad 
"odorem  rate  to  a  fijred  rate.  It  may  be  a 
little  more  conmiient  in  clearing  goods 
out  (A.  the  Customs,  but  that  is  not  the 
pnm.  The  ptxnt  is  which  method  will 
result  in  securing  the  fairest  duty  and  the 
oust  reasonable  amount  of  protection.  A 
filed  duty,  whether  of  £i  or  los.  a 
ton,  will  (^)erate  equally  upon  small  or 
inferior  sizes  or  grades,  as  upon  supericH- 
>od  more  expensive  sections  and  grades. 

1  therefore  do  not  think   that    a  fixed 
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duty  is  a  fair  me,  and  that  is  the  reascMi 
why  the  secticm  of  the  Tariff  Commission 
with,  which  I  was  assodated  reported  in 
favour  of  substituting  an  ad  valorem 
rate  for  the  old  fixed  late.  C(»se- 
quently,  I  cannot  support  the  Trea- 
surer in  the  change  which  he  pro- 
poses at  the  request  of  certain  merchants. 
The  plain  black  sheets  from  which  the  gal- 
vaniied  and  corrugated  sheets  are  made 
are  admitted  duty  free.  The  Lithgow 
works  received  consideration  by  the 
granting  of  a  bounty  under  the  Manufac- 
tures Encouragement  Bill.  A  section  of 
the  Tariff  Commission,  at  the  instigation 
of  South  Australian  manufacturers,  re- 
commended cntain  duties;  thdr  recom- 
mendations did  not  originate  in  Victoria. 
We  were  informed  in  South  Australia  that 
there  three  expensive  plants  for  the  cor- 
rugation of  iron,  each  costing  about 
£1,500,  were  put  down  under  the  old  State 
Tariff,  and  those  interested  in  the  industry 
asked  for  a  differentiation  against  cor- 
rugated and  galvanized  sheets.  It  was 
alleged  that  rtie  corrugating  industry  was 
one  of  the  strangled  industries,  and  the 
Commissioners  were  of  opinion  that  it 
should  be  restored  to  the  position  which  it 
occupied  under  the  South  Australian 
Tariff.  The  three  witnesses  who  were  ex- 
amined on  the  subject  were  unanimous  in 
the  opinion  tbat  the  Commonwealth  duty, 
155.  per  ton.  was  insufficient  for  their  pro- 
tection against  the  importation  of  the 
cheap  labour  product  of  the  Old  World. 
Mr.  Charles  R.  Morris,  the  representative 
of  the  English  firm  of  Lysaght  and  Co.. 
which  makes  galvani/^d  and  corrugated 
iron  in  the  United  Kingdom,  said  that 
the  firm  were  not  interested  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  flat  sheet  ircm,  or  in  galvanizintr 
in  Australia ;  but  had  found  it  convenient 
and  economical  to  put  down  a  plant  for 
corrugating  here,  so  as  to  enable  them 
to  satisfy  themselves  that  the  corrugated 
iron  they  supplied  was  sound  and  good. 
They  had  found  that  imported  corrugated 
iron,  wTien  opened  up,  perhaps  at  some 
remote  place  in  the  interior,  was  occa- 
sionally faulty,  and  had  to  be  returned  to 
Adelaide  at  their  expense.  The  old 
Cranmonwealth  duty  of  15s.  per  ton  was 
equivalent  to  about  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
and  the  Tariff  Cmnmission  recc»mnei)ded 
that  the  rate  be  increased  to  15  per  cent. 
ad  valorem,  which  would  be  equal  to  a 
fixed  rate  of  £2  5s.  a  tmi.^  I  am  pre- 
pared to  vote  either  for  i^^per  ceht.  ad 
valorem,  or  for  the  fixed  rate  ofcj^^a 
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a  ton ;  but  that  is  my  maximum.  The 
Government  are  proposing  in  the  General 
Tariff  a  rate  of  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
<w  I  OS.  per  ton,  and  in  the  Tariff  for 
the  United  Kingdom  a  rate  of  20  per  cent 
ad  valorem,  or        per  ton. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [11.48].— The 
proposed  duties,  if  agreed  to,  will  fall 
mmt  heavily  upon  the  working  classes, 
especially  upwi  those  who  have  to  make 
hwnes  for  themselves  in  rural  and  mining 
districts.  Galvanized  iron  is  largely  used 
for  the  building  of  cottages  in  country  dis- 
tricts, where  it  is  often  impossible  to  get 
weatlierboard  or  other  suitable  material,  so 
that,  not  only  the  roofs,  but  the  walls  as 
well,  are  made  of  iron.  This  is  especially 
the  case  in  new  mining  settlemmts.  Gal- 
vanized and  corrugated  iroa  is  compara- 
tively cheap  building  material,  and 
for  that  reason,  and  because  it  is 
easy  to  deal  with,  it  is  very  much 
in  favour,  and  any  action  tending  to 
make  it  dearer  will  cause  the  poorer  classes 
of  the  community  to  suffer.  The  Trea- 
surer, in  an  impassioned  speech,  spoke  ot 
the  terrible  importations  of  the  American 
Steel  Trust.  He  had  afterwards  to  admit 
that  the  figures  which  he  quoted  in  this 
connexion  were  wrong ;  but  even  had 
they  been  correct,  they  would  not  have 
supported  his  argument,  because  they 
showed  that  only  a  c(»nparatively  small 
portion  of  galvanized  inm  is  imported  from 
America.  Nearly  the  whole  of  our  impor- 
tations of  galvanized  and  corrugated  iron 
cfflne  from  the  United  Kingdom,  whence 
we  imported  last  year  ;£i,033,ii8  worth, 
or  96-535  per  cent,  of  the  whole  quantity 
brought  here  from  abroad,  while  from  the 
United  States  we  got  only  ;£36,78o 
worth,  or  about  3.440  per  cent. 

Mr.  Mathews. — But  the  fact  that  Great 
Britain  sends  all  the  cwnmodity  here  will 
not  console  us. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— That  does  not  affect 
my  argument  in  the  slightest  degree.  The 
Treasurer  bases  his  appeal  for  support 
of  this  duty  on  his  assertion  that  we  have 
to  protect  our  local  people  from  the  oxn- 
petition  of  this  vast  American  Steel  Trust, 
which  he  implied  was  dumping  its  wares 
upm  Australian  soil. 

Mr.  Page. — But  he  withdrew  that. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— He  corrected  the 
figures,  but  he  did  not  withdraw  the  im- 
plication. The  total  value  of  the  importa- 
tions from  all  countries  outside  Great  Bri- 
tain and  the  United  States  of  America  is 
"nly  j£2'j6.    Surely  it  is  not  worth  while 


to  trouble  about  that.  We  have  nothing 
to  fear,  so  far  as  foreign  countries  are 
concerned,  and  according  to  the  6gures  the 
Treasurer's  tmpassi<Hied  appeal  to  his  pro- 
tectionist friends  to  resist  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  American  Steel  Trust  falls  to 
the  ground.  With  regard  .to  plain  iron,  we 
import  from  the  Unit^  Kingdom  j£i  1 1 ,99^ 
worth,  equal  to  55-98  per  cent. ;  from  Bel- 
gium, jCi^,795  worth;  from  Germany, 
£45^956  w<»th;  and  from  the  United 
States  of  America,  only  ;^22,30i  worth. 
The  imports  from  Belgium,  Germany, 
and  the  United  States  of  America, 
represent  only  44. 2  per  cent.  of 
the  total  importations,  white  from  all 
other  countries  we  import  only  j£i  ,074 
worth.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  duty  is 
really  directed  against  British  importations, 
and  that  its  value  as  a  protective  duty  is 
not  worth  talking  about. 

Mr.  Page.— Where  does  the  boosted 
preference  come  io? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— There  is  no  prefer- 
ence at  all,  because  we  alreadv  reoeive 
from  Great  Britain  96  J  per  cent,  of 
our  total  importations  without  any  pre- 
ference. When  we  come  to  compare  the 
proposed  duties  with  the  old  duties,  what 
do  we  find?  As  regards  corrugated  gal- 
vanized ircHi,  26-gauge,  the  f.o.b.  value  of 
which  is  ;^i5  a  ton,  under  the  old  Tariff 
the  duty  was  15s.,  but  under  this  Tariff 
the  duty  in  the  general  column  is  eqtuva- 
lent,  not  to  £3  los.;  as  the  Treasurer  said, 
but  to  £i  I2S.  6d. 

Mr.  Bahford. — ^As  the  price  of  that 
iron  is  continually  fluctuating,  those  figures 
are  no  guide. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Exactly.  We  have 
to  take  the  figures  subject  to  fluctuations; 
but  the  proportions  will  remain  about  the 
same.  Under  the  new  Tariff  the  duty  on 
corrugated  galvanized  iron  from  the  United 
Kingdon  is  equivaloit  to  7s.  6d.  As 
regards  corrugated  inm,  not  galvanixed 
36-gauge,  the  f.o.b.  value  of  whidi 
is  £10,  under  the  old  Tariff  it  was  free,  but 
under  the  new  Tariff  die  duty  is  equivalent 
to  44s.  in  the  general  column,  and  33s. 
in  the  preferential  column.  Then,  as  re- 
gards galvanized  iron  not  corrugated  the 
t.o.b.  value  of  which  is  j£i6  a  ton,  under 
the  old  Tariff  the  duty  was  15s.,  but  under 
the  new  Tariff  it  is  the  equivalent  of 
£3  10s.  5d.  in  the  general  column,  and 
j£2  i2s.  pd.  in  the  preferential  column. 
There  is  another  kind  ot  iron  which, 
treated  in  a  different  wav^r>is  fast  onning 
into  competition  Diptfad  igatxi^^Sl&i.  I 
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refer  to  corrugated  &i-carbided  iron,  which 
is  a  new  substitute  for  galvanized  iion, 
and  runs  out  at  jQ^  a  ton  cheaper.  The  new 
process  is  said  to  be  fast  superseding  the 
galvanizing  process.  The  treatment  has  prac- 
tically the  same  effect,  and  in  all  respects 
the  corrugated  bi-carbided  iron  serves  the 
purpose  equally  as  well  as  does  the  more 
expensive  galvanized  iron.  Really  there  is 
no  need  for  imposing  a  duty  on  this  paiticu- 
lar  iron,  because  the  importing  expenses  run 
from  about  56s.  to  67s.  a  tcxi,  cwistituting 
a  very  high  margin  of  natural  iprotectiiHi. 
The  object  of  the  duty,  of  course,  is  to 
protect  the  corrugation  and  galvanization 
of  imported  plain  iron  sheets,  but  when  we 
look  at  the  evidence  what  do  we  find  in 
that  connexion?  Mr.  Weidenbofer,  repre- 
senting Lysaght's  Corrugation  Works  in 
Adelaide  said,  in  reply  to  questions 
50923-4,  in  volume  iv.,  page  2566,  that 
liieir  coiTugating  plant  employed  six  men. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber does  not  think  that  we  ought  to  employ 
six  men? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— But  look  at  the  price 
which  we  are  to  be  asked  to  pay  for  the 
employment  of  those  six  men.  It 
would  be  better  to  pay  the  men 
double  the  wages  they  are  getting 
oterely  to  do  nothing,  than  to  impose 
these  duties.  According  to  the  evidence  of 
that  witness  the  corrugating  plant  of 
Lysaght's  AcJelaide  worl^  employed  only 
six  men  earning  jQi^  a  week  amongst  them. 
In  reply  to  questions  50959-61  he  said  that 
twenty-four  nnen  required  to  work  the  three 
existing  corrugating  plants  in  Adelaide 
could  "  amply  "  supply  the  South  Aus- 
tralian requirements,  wnich  amount  to  about 
6,ooD  tons  annually.  Mr.  Morris,  another 
comigator,  in  reply  to  question  50507  on 
page  2556,  gave  the  value  of  the  plant  em- 
ploying three  men  at  about  j£i,500.  That 
gentleman,  in  reply  to  questions  50545  and 
50612,  and  Mr.  Wddenhofer,  in  repl^  to 
questions  51005  and. 51079-81,  admitted 
^t  the  local  product  would  be  increased 
in  prices  The  Treasurer  has  just  told  us 
that  there  is  no  danger  of  the  iron  being 
increased  in  price  as  the  result  of  the  im- 
position of  the  duty.  But  here  is  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, an  expert  in  this  business,  who  says 
that  the  effect  of  the  duty  will  be  to  bring 
about  an  increase  in  the  price  of  the  local 
article.  In  almost  all  cases  where  high 
duties  are  proposed  there  is  a  tendency  to- 
wards the  formation  of  combines.  According 
to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Weidenhofer,  there 
ts  a  comtnne  for  the  purp(Me  of  fixing  and 
iegolating  prices  in  cmnerion  with  the  in- 


dustry. In  reply  to  questions  50966-71  he 
admitted  that  three  firms  had  combined  to 
fix  prices,  namely,  Lysaght  of  Sydney, 
Lysaght  of  Adelaide,  and  the  Victorian 
Galvanized  Iron  Qxnpany.  In  reply  to 
questi(Kis  84 1 5 1 -2 ,  on  page  2 5 70,  Mr. 
Thornley,  the  manager  for  Mr.  Sandford's 
Esbank  Iron  Works,  opposed  the  imposition 
of  any  duty  on  corrugated  ircxi. 

Mr.  Page. — What  has  the  Treasurer  to' 
say  to  that  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Mr.  Thornley  was 
very  foolish. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Then  if  those  pri- 
marily interested  in  the  industry  make 
statements  which  are,  in  the  Treasurer's 
opinion,  foolish,  be  must  admit  

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — When  Mr.  Sand- 
ford's  representative  arrives  by  train  to-day 
the  honorable  member  can  ask  him  what  he 
thinks  on  the  point. 

Mr.  JOHNSON. — I  am  not  referring  to 
what  Mr.  Thornley  thinks,  but  to  his  sworn 
evidence  before  the  Tariff  Commissiwi.  If 
we  asserted  that  interested  manufacturers 
had  said  foolish  things  which  affected  their 
own  industry,  the  Treasurer  would  be  the 
first  to  resent  such  a  statement  as  a  reflec- 
tion on  their  intelligence.  As  a  matto^  of 
fact  the  manufacturers  would  derive  an 
extra  profit  of  nearly  ;^7,ooo  from  the  pro- 
posed duty  on  a  plant  capital  of  ^£4,500, 
whilst  the  workers  would  share  between 
them  about  ^^2,340  for  their  labour.  It 
will  be  seen  from  these  figures  that  it  would 
pay  the  Commonwealth  to  give  the  employes 
double  their  wages  and  to  keep  them  idle 
rather  than  to  impose  these  duties,  which 
would  burden  so  large  a  sectiwi  of  the  com- 
munity. With  regard  to  the  question  of  gal- 
vanizing what  do  we  find  when  we  turn  to 
the  evidence?  We  find  that  in  replv  to 
questions  84151  and  84157  on  page  2570,  I 
Mr.  Thornley,  representing  the  only  ' 
firm  in  Australia  which  galvanize  iron 
sheets,  declared  himself  satisfied  with  a 
duty  of  12J  per  c«nt.  on  ircHi  "  corrugated, 
galvanized,  and  galvanized  not  corrugated,'* 
though  preferring  jQz  per  ton,  hat  in  reply 
to  question  84158  he  admitted  that 
very  little  labour  was  empl(n'ed  in 
galvanizing,  and  in  reply  to  questions 
84182-3,  that  mostly  boys  and  youths 
were  employed  in  the  industry.  It 
will  be  seen  that  this  is  really  a  boy^ 
industry.  The  process  simply  consists  (Jf 
dipping  the  black  sheets  into  a  zinc  bath 
and  afterwards  polishing  and  corrugating 

^^^^  *Xit^^j£?^isir^* 

saiy  to  guiae  ins'^'^snen^tiva^itK 
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machine.  In  New  South  Wales  this  indus- 
try was  carried  on  under  the  Reid  Tariff, 
when  corrugated  iron  was  free. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — There  used  ta  be  a 
dutv  of  j£2  per  ton  in  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Not  at  the  time  to 
which  1  am  referring,  when  the  Rend 
Tariff  was  in  operation. 

Mr.  HurcmsoN. — There  was  a  duty  of 
^2  per  t(»i  when  the  industry  was  started. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— But  there  was  an  al- 
teration of  the  Tariff,  and  at  the  time  of 
which  I  am  speaking  there  was  no  pro- 
tective duty.  The  Treasurer  was  mis- 
taken in  saying  that  the  price  of  the  com- 
modity was  not  increased  by  the  imposi- 
tion of  Commonwealth  duty.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  as  soon  as  the  Commonwealth 
duty  was  imposed,  jQi  a  ton  was  added  to 
the  local  price. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — What  was  the 
price  before  the  Tariff,  in  comparis(»i  with 
the  price  afterwards? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  have  already  said 
that  the  difference  is  3^1  per  ton. 

Mr.  Harper. — Has  not  the  price  of  iron 
gone  up.  apart  altogether  from  the  Tariff? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— But  this  increase  of 
price  was  coincident  with  the  imposition  of 
the  duty,  and,  as  I  understand,  had  no 
relation  to  the  usual  fluctuations  of  the 
market.  According  to  the  A  ustralian 
Ironmonger,  in  September,  1901,  the  price 
ot  "Queen's  Head"  plain  galvanized 
iron  in  Sydney  was  £,2Z  5s.,  and  in  No- 
vember of  the  same  year  it  was  jQzz  5s., 
showing  exactly  the  difference  of  £j  to 
which  I  have  called  attention.  In  the  same 
period  in  Sydney,  the  price  of  the  "  Orb  " 
corrugated  galvanized  iron  increased  trom 
£^9  to  j£^°  psr  ton.  In  Melbourne,  in 
St'ptember,  1  goi ,  the  price  of  the 
*'  Queen's  Head "  brand  was  ^^23,  and 
was  the  same  in  November,  but  the  "  Orb" 
brand  increased  in  prFce,  as  in  Sydney, 
from  j^i9  to  £,20.  tn  face  of  the  facts 
and  figures  it  appears  to  me  that  "the  pro- 
p(»ed  duty  will  prove  very  burdenscxne  to 
large  masses  of  the  working  community, 
who  are  trying  to  make  homes  of  their 
own,  and  to  whom  cheap  building  ma- 
terials are  an  absolute  neces«ty. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — ^The  proposed  duty 
will  not  make  mudi  difference  in  the  cost. 
•  Mr.  JOHNSON.— Perhaps  not  to  men 
in  the  happ^  positicm  of  the  Government 
Whip,  but  it  will  make  much  difference 
to  wage-earners  and  others  of  small 
means.      In    my    opinion,    the  duties 


proposed  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Grey  are  too  high,  and  ought  not  to  be 
more  than  under  the  general  Tariff,  15 
per  cent.,  and  under  the  Tariff  of  the 
United  Kingdom  10  per  cent.  I  wish  to 
move — 

That  after  the  words  "  25  per  cent.,"  para- 
graph A,  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  26th 
November,  190;?,  per  ton  (General  Tariff),  t5s.," 
be  inserted. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [12.12].— I  think 
(be  duties  proposed  by  the  Government  are 
rather  high.  I  do  not  intend  to  go  into 
details,  but  merely  to  intimate  that  if 
either  of  the  amendments  now  before  us  is 
rejected,  I  shall  move  what  I  regard  as  a 
fair  compromise  between  the  protectionist 
and  the  free-trade  proposals.  In  my 
opinion,  the  iron,  under  paragraph  a, 
ought  to  bear  duties  of  45s.  and  40s.,  and 
under  paragraph  b  duties  of  4CS.  and  30s. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [12.14].— I  came 
here  this  morning  with  the  idea  of  doing 
some  *' slogging"  work  in  disposing  of 
the  Tariff,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
Treasurer  is  going  the  right  way  to  prevent 
any  progress  being  made.  Let  tis,  for  wie 
moment,  compare  the  duties  now  propo:ed 
by  the  Government  with  the  duty  which  was 
finally  adopted  in  1902.  No  one  will 
question  the  protectionist  inclinaticms  of 
either  Sir  Ge(»ge  Turner  or  the  hmiorablr 
member  for  Adelaide,  who  were,  of  course, 
chiefiv  concerned  in  the  first  Ccxnmon- 
wealth  Tariff.  The  original  proposal  by 
the  Barton  Government,  in  ^is  connexion, 
was  a  duty  of  30s.  per  ton,  but  after  lOTg 
debate  the  Gov^nment  accepted  15s.  per 
ton.  Yet  we  have  the  present  Treasurer 
coming  here  ill-informed  and  ill-aavised. 
and  asking  for  a  duty  equal  to  25  per  cent. 
ad  valorem.  This  is  most  singular,  in  face 
of  the  fact  that  the  Barton  Government 
were  glad  to  accept  a  duty  of  15s.  per 
ton. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  Barttm  Go- 
\ernment  were  not  glad  to  accept  that  duty. 

Mr.  WILKS.— At  any  rate,  the  Barton 
Government  sought  to  impose  a  duty  of 
only  30s.,  as  compared  with  the  present 
duty  of  £^  los.  I  have  no  doubt  tlw 
Treasurer  will  shortly  tell  the  country  that 
the  Opposition,  on  this  item,  are  delaying 
the  passage  of  the  Tariff.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  real  cause  of  any  delay  lies  with 
the  Treasurer,  who  proposes  prohibitive 
duties  which  even  his  protectionist  sup- 
porters cannot  accept.  Whenever  the  Trea- 
surer is  in  trouble  he  tries,  to  rallv  hia  sup> 
porters  by  warniiq[gtbeniyag]i^^ra&3[^>era> 
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tkns  of  the  American  Steel  Trust.  It  does 
not  seem  to  matter  wbetiier  the  item  be 
confectioiiery  or  anything  else,  he  seeks  to 
fngfaten  honorable  members*  with  the 
American  Steel  Trust  as  with  a  bogey.  It 
has  been  shown  that  that  Trust  supplies 
oniv  3  per  cent,  of  the  importaticHis,  and 
vet  the  Treasurer  is  surprised  that  his  sup- 
porters cannot  be  "brought  to  heel  "  with 
such  a  cry.  Seeing  that  the  Treasurer  is 
so  ill-infcvmed,  the  better  course  would  be 
for  us  to  go  into  recess,  and  give  him  time 
to  study  his  own  Tariff,  The  Treasurer, 
nhen  brought  to  book,  said  that  the  im- 
ports fnxn  America  represented  ;£300,ooo, 
whereas  the  amount  should  have  been 
about  >^30,ooo. 

Sir  William  Lyns. — I  said  that  the 
paper  had  been  sent  to  me  by  the  oflicers, 
and  that  they  had  not  stnicic  out  a  figure 
that  they  ought  to  have  struck  out. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  Treasurer,  in  his 
first  speech,  said  that  the  bulk  of  these 
goods  were  the  product  of  the  American 
Steel  Trust,  and,  when  the  hc»iorable  mem- 
ber for  Grey  proved  from  statistics  that 
tfaac  statement  was  wrong,  the  Government 
Whip,  flourishing,  appormtly,  two  pieces 
of  blank  paper,  said,  "  We  have  the 
figures."  If  the  bowvaUe  member  toe 
fiourke  had  the  figures,  all  the  worse  for 
tbe  Treasurer. 

Sir  Wnxuic  Lyme. — I  did  not  say  any- 
thing of  tbe  kind,  and  the  honcva^  mem- 
ber ought  not  to  continue  to  misrepiesem 
me. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  shall  try  another  way 
of  stating  the  situation.  The  Treasurer 
called  on  his  suppcnrters,  and  told  them  that 
the  American  Steel  Tnist  was  forcing  goods 
into  Australia ;  and  when  the  honorable 
member  for  Grey  showed  the  inaccuracy  of 
that  statement,  the  Government  Wlup  said, 
"We  have  the  figures  here."  If  the  Go- 
vemment  Whip  Iwd  the  figures,  the  Trea- 
surer did  not  use  them. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — I  said  "  I  have  the 
figures  here." 

Mr.  WILKS.— That  is  the  same  thing. 

Mr.  HiniE  Cook. — No;  it  is  not. 

Mr.  WILKS. — Am  I  to  understand  that 
the  Government  Whip  is  better  informed  on 
these  matters  than  is  the  Treasurer?  Under 
the  circumstances,  I  think  the  consideration 
of  this  item  ought  to  be  postponed. 

Sir  William  Lyme.— Let  the  honorable 
member  move  the  postponement ! 

Ur.  WILKS.— I  should  have  mudi 
f^euure  in  moving  to  that  effect.  Let  me 
ttpresent  the  situation  in  still  another  way. 


Mr.  HtJTCHismf. — ^The  bonwable  mem- 
ber has  not  yet  moved  the  motion  for  the 
postpcxiement  of  the  item. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  said  that  I  should 
have  much  pleasure  in  moving  it.  The 
Treasurer  admitted  that  there  is  to  be 
a  bounty,  but  said  that  it  would  expire  in 
three  years.  Do  I  understand  the  honor- 
able gentleman  to  propose  a  boimty  plus  a 
duty? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Under  Divi- 
si<Mi  VI. A  of  the  Tariff  there  is  provision 
for  a  duty  after  the  expiration  of  tbe 
bounty. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  Treasurer  must  ad- 
mit rtiat  he  made  a  very  miserable  attempt 
this  moniing  to  explain  the  matter  before 
the  Committee.  No  one  can  doubt  that  the 
h(»K»-^le  member  for  Bendigo  is  a  pro- 
tectionist, and  he  is  quite  prepared  to  vote 
for  a  duty  equivalent  to  £,2  5s.  per  ton. 
In  the  1902  Tariff  the  duty  amounted  to 
rss.  per  tai.  Surely  if  the  Treasurer  can 
get  an  increase  of  30s.  per  ton  that  ought 
to  be  quite  sufficient. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  is  too  high. 

Mr.  WILKS.— It  is  much  too  high; 
but  the  Treasurer  is  even  going  beyond  what 
avowed  protectionists  have  asked  for.  TTie 
honorable  member  for  Grey  has  shown  that 
96  per  cent,  of  the  galvanized  iron  im- 
ported into  Australia  is  made  in  Great 
Britain.  If  the  Treasurer  believes  in  his 
own  policy  he  will  have  to  agree  to  grant 
a  preference  to  British  manufacturers. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — We  are  having 
nothing  but  a  diarrhoea  of  words  ! 

Mr.  WILKS.— Even  if  I  desired  I 
could  not  be  less  accurate  than  the  Trea- 
surer was  in  dealing  with  this  matter  this 
morning.  I  came  down  to  the  House  to- 
day quite  prepared  to  "slog  in"  with  the 
Tariff,  but  not  to  be  humbugged  by  the 
Minister  in  charge  of  it.  The  pr(^)osals 
of  the  Government  are  so  outrageous  that 
some  of  their  best  supporters  are  support- 
ing amendments  against  them.  There  is 
no  item  in  the  Tariff  which  affects  the 
masses  so  keenly  as  this  does.  The  best 
course  for  us  to  follow  would  be  to  post- 
pone the  item  altogether,  and  so  give  the 
Treasurer  time  to  un3erstand  its  incidence. 
I  move — 

That  tbe  item  be  postponed. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh> 
[12.28]. — I  am  against  the  postponement 
of  the  item,  althmigh  I  am  quite  prepared 
to  v(Ae  feu:  some  moAi&^^a^BirAf,  At 
the  same  time  I  iWlS^f%IFonly 
two  arguments  have  been  brought  forw 
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against  a  reduction.  The  first  is  that  this 
is  an  industry  that  only  requires  a  simple 
plant  and  a  small  amount  <^  labour.  The 
inference  is  that  we  ought  not  to  encourage 
the  industry  because  it  does  not  employ 
1,000.  people.  If  that  argument  were  to 
be  applied  to  all  our  small  industries,  we 
should  wipe  out  the  occupaticwis  of  half  the 
people  engaged  in  the  factories  of  the 
Commonwealth.  The  other  argument 
against  the  proposed  duty  is  that  ve  should 
penalize  the  users  of  gaJvanked  iron.  But 
the  first  argumait  destroys  the  seccmd.  If 
the  process  is  so  simple  the  competition 
will  be  all  the  greater.  I  am  quite  satis- 
fied that  the  result  will  be  that  the  price 
will  soon  be  far  less  than  it  is  to-day.  I 
adroit  that  there  is  something  in  the  con- 
tention of  honorable  members  who  contend 
that  until  a  protected  industry  is  well 
established  the  consumer  has  to  pay  in> 
creased  prices.  But  that  argument  does 
not  apply  in  the  present  instance.  The 
honorable  member  for  Lang  pointed  out 
that  there  are  three  plants  established  in 
South  AusTralia,  one  of  which  is  sufiicient  to 
supply  the  whole  State.  There  are  also  plants 
in  other  parts  of  Australia,  and  notably 
those  in  New  South  Wales.  The  argument 
deduced  from  those  facts  is  that  there  are 
already  more  plants  established  in  Aus- 
tralia than  are  sufficient  to  do  the  whole  of 
our  worlc.  But  if  that  be  so  the  conse- 
quence will  be  that  the  price  will  be  coti- 
siderably  lowered.  For  that  reason  it  does 
not  matter  whether  the  duty  which  we  im< 
pose  is  that  proposed  by  the  Government 
or  a  lower  rate  so  l<xig  as  it  is  ^ective. 
It  was  proved  to  dononstratitm  befcwe  the 
Tariff  Commission  that  this  was  one  of  the 
strangled  industries  of  Australia,  and  it 
was  understood  that  ihtHiora^le  members 
were  prepared  to  give  consideration  to 
those  industries.  It  is  one  that  is  capable 
of  great  expansion. 

Mr.  PoyKTON. — ^And  how  much  duty  do 
the  manufacturers  ask  for? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Witnesses  before 
the  Tariff  Commissicxi  show  that  in  New 
South  Wales  a  duty  of  15s.  per  ton  on 
galvanized  iron  was  inadequate,  and  that 
business  was  practically  at  a  stand-still. 
It  was  further  stated  that  the  experience 
of  manufactuners  was  that  during  the  term 
of  the  duty  of  ^£2  per  ton  a  satisfac- 
tory trade  had  been  done.  That  surely 
shows  conclusively  that  j£a  per  ttxa  is  a 
duty  which  would  en^Ie  the  industry  to 
be  carried  on  successfully. 


Mr,  PovNTON. — What  have  the  South 
Australian  manufacturers  asked  for? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Mr.  Morris,  in 
conversation  with  me,  said  that  he  hoped 
the  duties  proposed  by  the  Government 
would  be  carried.  I  am  quite  prepared  to 
support  the  higher  duty  if  the  Minister 
intends  to  stick  to  it.  But  I  wish  to  know 
what  the  Govenunent  intend  to  stand  by. 
1  find  various  honorable  members  moving 
amendments  for  reductims,  and  it  is  difli- 
cult  to  know  how  we  stand.  I  should  like 
to  have  a  plain  statem^t  from  the  Minis* 
ter. 

Sir  WiLUAU  LvNE. — I  have  already  said 
that  I  intend  to  stand  by  the  duty  which 
1  have  proposed. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  think  there  is 
no  justification  for  a  reducticHi,  and  if  the 
Minister  is  prepared  to  stand  by  the  duty- 
proposed  by  him  I  shall  support  him; 
though  at  the  same  time  I  should  be  ready 
to  suppOTt  him  also  if  he  would  agree  to 
a  reasonable  reducticm.  I  find  the  hcm- 
orable  member  for  Bendigo  intimating  that 
he  is  ready  to  go  back  on  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  protectiMiist  members  of  the 
Tariff  Commissiwi.  I  undenstand  that  he 
is.  prepared  to  suppwt  a  duty  "of  45s.  per 
ton  with  a  preference  of  5s.  to  Great  Bri- 
tain. I  think  the  Minister  sh<nild  be  satis- 
fied with  that. 

Sir  WiLUAic  LvNK. — A  preference  of 
5s.  per  toa  would  mean  13^  per  cent, 
against  Great  Britain  as  far  as  galvanized 
iron  is  oxicemed.  The  suggestion  made  is 
that  as  to  paragraph  a  the  duty  should  be 
45s.  per  ton — which  is  15  per  cent,  against 
the  foreigner — and  40s.  per  ton,  which  is 
13J  per  cent.,  against  Great  Britain, 
and  iron  under  paragraph  b  40s.  per  ton, 
equal  to  13J  per  cent,  in  the  case  of 
foreign  imports^  and  35s.  per  ton,  equal 
to  II §  per  cent,  on  imports  fr<xn  Great 
Britain. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Is  the  honorable 
member  for  Bendigo  prepared  to  stand  by 
the  first  proposal  made  by  him  that  the 
duties  should  be  45s.  and  40s.  per  ton? 
If  he  is,  I  shall  support  him. 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne.  —  That  is  a  very 
low  percentage. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  think  it  is  suffi- 
ciently high  to  accomplish  our  purpose. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — It  is  a  very  high 
percentage  on  the  process  of  galvanizing, 
but  the  Minister'^'is  trying  surreptitiously 
to  protect  the  iron  itself. 
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Mr.  HUTCHISON.  —  Those  who  do 
the  work  of  owrugating  and  galvanizing 
o3mpIain  that  it  is  not  sufficient,  and  I  in- 
tend to  support  the  highest  duty,  althouj^ 
I  thmk  it  will  matter  little  whether  we 
suppOTt  the  highest  or  one  slightly  lower, 
as  long  as  we  secure  protection  to 
the  industry.  I  am  sure  that  the  con- 
sumers of  corrugated  iron  would  not  have 
to  pay  more  than  they  have  to  pay  at  the 
present  time  for  impwted  iron. 

Mr.  FOWLER  (Perth)  [12.35].— The 
bononible  member  for  Hbdmarsh  is  very 
optimistic  as  to  the  beneficial  eifect  of  the 
duty  iMoposed  by  the  Minister — far  moic 
optimistic  than  was  even  the  one  South 
Australian  witness  who  appeared  before 
the  Tariff  Cominissicm  to  ask  for  protec- 
tion. That  manufacturer  urged  that  a 
diiferential  duty  of  only  15s.  a  ton  would 
be  suffidoit  to  meet  his  case,  and  frankly 
admitted  that  it  would  have  to  be  added 
to  the  cost  of  the  iron  to  the  consumer. 

Mr.  Hutchison-  —  What  would  there 
1«  to  prevent  my  starting  business  in  op- 
positicm  to  him? 

Mr.  FOWLER.  —  I  intend  to  read 
from  the  evidence  two  or  three  short  quo- 
tadoos  which  I  think  will  indtice  the  hon- 
oraUe  member  to  appreciate  the  pontion 
a  little  more  clearly  than  he  seems  to  da 
Mr.  J.  H.  Weidenhofer,  the  South  Aus- 
tralian manufacturer  who  was  examined 
befwe  the  Commission,  on  8th  November, 
1965,  asked — 

Do  I  underttand  you  to  say  that  Ihii  158.  is 
nbnlutely  necessatv  to  enable  you  to  carry  on 
thr  corrugating  iodustry  in  Australia? 

His  answer  was — 

I  do  not  think  it  would  be  worth  while  to  do 
it  without. 

The  examination  proceeded  as  follows — 

Yon  sav  los.  goes  in  labour,  and  5s.  in  interest 
o»  plant,  and  cost  of  sopervision? — ^Yes. 

The  witness  showed  conclusively  that  these 
are  actual  tAiarges  that  must  be  added  to 
the  cost  of  the  material  to  the  consumer — 

If  th»t  is  so,  how  is  that  price  going  to  come 
•town  through  competition,  if  it  represents  an 
abiolate  payment  in  value  ? — The  competition  ? 
By  saying  that,  I  meant  the  competition  would 
keep  the  price  down  to  within  reasonable  limits — 
not  an  excessive  profit  would  be  made  on  it. 

You  cnnnot  indicate  where  the  15s.  is  going  to 
diiappear  when  the  price  is  quoted  to  the  con- 
KHier,  can  you,  seeing;  that  it  represents  actual 
fo»ti  On  value  given  ?  , 

The  witness  answered  weakly  enough — 

I  ntppose  it  would  make  a  little  difference,  a 
few  (hiDingi. 


Seeing  that  (be  people  who  handle  this  gal- 
vanized iron  in  Australia  appear  to  have  an 
understanding  as  to  the  price,  does  it  not  look 
as  if  this  representation  was  intended  to  secure 
some  little  monojioly  for  a  few  people,  for  the 
corrugating  iron  trade  in  Australia  ? — That  is  one 
way  of  putting  it. 

It  canirat  be  denied  that  there  exists  prac- 
tically a  monopoly  which  it  would  not  Ije 
worth  while  for  any  one  to  break  into. 
Here  are  some  further  extracts  from  the 
examination  of  the  same  witness — 

Vou  told  us  that  your  plant,  if  kept  going  all 
the  time,  could  pretty  well  (urn  out  the  require- 
ments of  South  Australia?-—!  think  we  could, 
if  put  to  the  test,  and  had  the  necessary  labour. 
Vou  could  not  do  it  with  eight  bands ;  you 
would  want  more  bonds. 

How  many  hands  would  you  have? — Three  or 
four  more,  I  supiKise,  (o  keep  the  machines 
going.  There  would  have  to  be  relays  of  men — 
I'Tobably  double  the  number. 

Sixteen  ? — There  would  have  to  be  relays  of 
men,  for  the  cases  would  have  to  be  opened,  the 
ccrrugalions  done,  and  the  cases  refilled.  You 
cannot  get  one  set  of  men  to  do  thnl  in  eight 
hours.      We  would  have  to  work  overtime. 

The  witness  was  imagining  an  ideal  con- 
dition of  affairs. 

Do  you  mean  to  say  you  would  have  to  keep 
your  plant  going  for  two  or  three  shifts? — ^Yes. 

If  you  had  twenty- four  men,  that  would  be 
the  maximum? — ^Yes. 

I  ask  honorable  members  to  note  the  follow- 
ing questions  and  answers — 

You  have  told  us  the  t5s.  a  ton  you  are 
asking  for  represents  los.  that  would  have  to  go 
to  labour,  and  5s.  that  would  have  to  go  for 
interest  on  capital  and  cost  of  tttpenrision? — ^Ap- 
proximately I  say  that. 

That  represents  an  addition  to  the  cost  of 
material  ? — Yes. 

\*ou  told  us  also  that  about  6,000  tons  of  this 
material  was  used  in  South  Australia  in  a  year? 
— ^Approximately.  I  have  not  been  able  to  get 
the  details  from  the  Customs  House. 

What  does  r5s.  a  ton  on  6,000  tons  amount  to? 
— ^About  /4,5oo. 

That  was  to  be  added  to  the  cost  of  the 
amsumer.  Now  comes  the  questkm  to 
which  those  I  have  quoted  were  intended 
to  lead — 

Would  it  not  be  better  for  South  AustraHa  to 
employ  these  men  that  you  propose  to  give  work 
tt>  in  shovelling  sand  out  of  holes  and  into  them 
again  than  to  pay  ^^4,500  additional  for  corru- 
gating iron? — That  is  the  free-trade  view. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Who  asked  that 
question? 

Mr.  FOWLER.— I  did.  This  is  a  strik- 
ing instance  of  the  absurdity  of  many  pro- 
tectionist duties.  The  struggling  settlers 
of  Australia,  according  to  this  evidence, 
would  have  to  bear  this  heavy  impost  for 
the  sake  of  employment  being  found  for 
a  mere  handful  of  men.  A  commcm-ser 
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view  is  that  it  would  be  far  better  for  the 
settlers,  who  would  otherwise  have  to  pay 
an  enhanced  price  for  their  inm,  to  pension 
(M  all  these  men  in  order  that  it  mig^t  come 
in  free. 

Mr.  HtiTCHisoN. — Would  not  the  name 
argument  apply  to  scores  of  our  indus- 
tries? 

Mr.  FOWLER.— The  distinction  be- 
tween this  industry  and  others  is  that  the 
latter  start  at  the  beginning  in  Australia. 
I  tfdce  less  objection  to  the  protection  of  in- 
dustries that  are  natural  to  the  country  than 
I  do  to  those  which  are  not.  We  have  here 
a  proposal  to  import  the  raw  material  and 
to  dignify  with  the  name  of  an  industry  the 
work  of  giving  to  it  (xie  or  two  insignificant 
touches. 

Mr.  HuTcmsoN. — A  Bill  to  prevent  that 
is  to  be  introduced. 

Mr.  FOWLER.— Then  let  it  be  intro- 
duced befwe  these  duties  are  imposed* 
radwr  than  encourage  the  work  of  adding 
something  to  the  tatl-end  of  an  industry 
and  dignifying  that  work  by  the  name  of 
another  industry.  At  least  fi^-e-sixths  of 
the  total  value  of  this  fwoduction  is  created 
outside  Australia,  and  every  <Mie  who  re- 
quires galvanized  iron  is  to  be  taxed  in 
order  that  we  may  give  in  Australia  two 
insignificant  touches  to  the  imported  ma- 
terial. The  proposal  is  so  childish  that 
I  am  surprised  that  the  Committee  has 
devoted  so  mudi  consideration  to  it.  I 
wish  to  emphasize  the  point  that  those 
who  sought  protection  for  this  industry 
wanted  no  more  than  a  differential  duty  of 
15s.  per  tcm.  Recc^ising  that  the  num- 
bers are  against  me,  I  am  prepared  to  go 
to  the  extent  of  supporting  such  a  duty, 
and  surely  protectionists  do  not  wish  to 
vote  for  a  heavier  duty  than  a  protectionist 
producer  himself  declared  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  meet  his  case.  If  they  do  they 
'will  simply  impose  a  tax  on  every  unfor- 
tunate individual  in  Australia  who  has  to 
buy  this  material. 

Mr.  FULLER  (Illawarra)  [12.461.—! 
had  not  'an  oppcMtunity  of  hearing  the 
speech  delivered  by  the  Treasurer  in  sub- 
mitting this  proposal,  but  from  the  com- 
m«its  made  upon  it,  it  would  appear  that 
he  put  before  the  Committee  an  incorrect 
statement  as  to  the  importatirjns,  and  had 
subsequently  to  correct  it  No  reason  has 
been  given  either  during  this  debate  or  in 
the  evidence  given  before  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission for  increasing  the  duty  to  anydiing 
like  die  extent  pr(^>ofied  by  the  Treasurer. 
I  fail  to  see  how  it  can  br.  justified,  more 


particularly  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  is 
far  in  excess  of  the  request  made  by  any 
manufacturer  who  appeared  befwe  the 
Commission.  The  request  made  before  the 
Commission  was  that  a  duty  of  15s.  per 
ton  should  be  imposed  in  the  case  of  gal- 
vanized iron  and  30s.  per  ton  on  corru- 
gated iron.  That  demand  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Weidenhofer,  to  whom 
the  honorable  member  few  Hindmarsh  has 
referred,  and  Mr.  Sandford,  the  repreaenta* 
tive  of  the  cxily  galvanizing  works  in  Aus- 
tralia, whose  highest  demand  was  for  a 
duty  of  •C,2  per  ton  on  corrugated  iron. 
His  request  was  supported  by  Mr.  Wade, 
the  representative  of  the  workers  in  the 
industry,  and  Mr.  Thornley,  the  manager 
of  Mr.  Sandford's  works,  who  gave  simi- 
lar evidence.  That  being  so,  there  is  no 
justification  for  the  Treasurer's  proposi- 
tion, and  I  hold  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
honorable  member  in  every  case  in  whicb 
he  proposes  to  go  beyond  the  demands  of 
the  manufacturer  to  explain  fairly  and 
openly  his  reason  for  doing  so.  I  do  not 
know  that  any  such  explanation  has  been 
given  in  this  instance,  and  in  its  absence 
the  debate  will  certainly  be  prolonged.  It 
is  clear  from  the  evidence  given  be- 
fore the  Commission  that  very  little 
labour  is  involved  in  the  process  of 
galvanizing  and  corrugating  iron . 
The  proposal  of  the  Government  is  in- 
tended to  protect  not  the  iron  manufac- 
turer in  Australia,  but  the  galvanizing  and 
corrugating  industries,  which  employ  ver\- 
little  labour,  and  which  in  reality  only  out 
the  finishing  touches  upon  material  im- 
ported from  abroad.  'Evervbody  knows 
that  galvanized  ir(xi  is  an  absolute  neces- 
sity to  the  pioneers  of  Australia,  who  use 
it  for  roofing  their  homes.  Why  they 
should  be  penalized  for  the  sake  of  dew- 
loping  industries  which  provide  such  a  xetry 
small  amount  of  employment  can  be  ex- 
plained only  by  a  protectionist  of  the  tvpe 
of  the  Treasurer.  The  honorable  m^- 
ber  for  Hindmarsh  has  made  a  strong  plea 
on  behalf  of  Mr.  Weidenhofer,  of  South 
Australia,  but  Mr.  Tbomley,  the  man- 
ager of  Mr.  Sandfwd's  works  at  Lithgow, 
admitted  that  the  labour  employed  in  the 
galvanizing  of  sheets  was  very  insignifi- 
cant, and  that  he  would  be  satisfied  with 
a  duty  of  12^  per  cent,  all  round. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — I  am  supporting  that 
rate. 

Mr.  FULLER.— As  illustrating  the  snaair 
amount  of  labour  employed  Jn^hp  corru- 
gating of  iron  I  >^f^iltditIM^^(Si  wit- 


Tariff 


[25  NoTEMBEx,  1907.]        {Item  143).  6539 


fieu  ID  South  Australia  admitted  that  his 
plant,  which  was  one  of  three  in  that 
State,  would  be  able  with  twenty-four  men 

as  a  maximum  to  produce  sufficient  iron  to 
supply  the  whole  of  its  requirements, 
which  were  estimated  at  6,000  ttms  an- 
nually. When  he  was  asked  whether  it 
was  worth  while  to  impose  an  additional 
diarge  of  15s.  per  ton  upon  the  annual 
consumption  of  corrugated  iron  in  order  to 
anploy  sixteen  additional  hands,  he  de- 
clined to  express  an  opinion.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  it  would  pay  the  settlers  of 
Australia  to  pension  off  the  whole  of  those, 
engaged  in  the  industry  rather  than  to  be 
subjected  to  the  imposts  pR^weed.  I 
diink  that  the  pxqper  course  fi^  us  to  adopt 
is  to  accept  the  amendment  of  the  honor- 
9AAt  member  for  Dalley.  It  is  evident  that 
the  Treasurer  is  not  well  versed  in  the 
facts  relating  to  the  industry,  and  to  afford 
him  an  opportunity  of  becoming  familiar 
them,  we  might  reasonably  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  the  item  until 
a  1^  stage. 

Mr.  WYNNE  (Balaclava)  [12.56]— I 
think  that  carugated  iron  stands  on  a  par 
irtth  wire-netting.  The  Committee  re- 
duced the  duty  upon  wire-netting  to  as  low 
a  rate  as  possible,  and  I  think  that  corru- 
gated itoa  should  be  treated  in  the  same 
way.  We  all  desire  to  promote  land  settle- 
ment in  Australia,  and  we  know  that  the 
ver>  first  act  of  a  selector  is  to  erect  three 
or  four  sheets  of  corrugated  iron  to  pro- 
vide him  with  belter.  We  must  recollect 
that  his  means  are  limited.  In  the  mining 
distrKts  almost  all  the  houses  are  roofed 
with  corrugated  iron. 

Mr.  HtrrcmsoN. — Cannot  be  buy  Aus- 
tralian corrugated  ircm? 

Mr.  WYNNE.— No.  Why  should  these 
people  be  taxed  to  assist  an  industry  which 
is  not  indigenous  to  the  country  ?  When  I 
resided  in  Ballarat,  the  miners  were  at 
liberty  to  take  up  residential  areas  of  a 
quarter  of  an  acre  each.  They  used  to 
build  wooden-framed  cottages,  and  cover 
them  with  corrugated  iron.  All  the  sheds 
there  are  roofed  with  the  same  material. 
On  the  mining  fields  of  Western  Australia 
«ven  the  walls  of  the  houses  are  of  corru- 
gated iron.  It  is  not  necessary  to  impose 
1  heavy  tax  upon  this  c(»ninodity,  and 
there  is  no  necessity  to  increase  the  old 
nte  of  duty  four  or  five-fold.  The  hortor- 
able  member  f<w  Perth  has  already  pointed 
«t  that  those  who  hav^  a^ced  for  a  duty 
■ipoi  it  are  satisfied  to  accept  158.  per  ton, 


which  is  equal  to  about  15  per  cent.  Per- 
sonally, I  think  that  we  should  make  this 
article  dutiable  at  15  per  cent  undtt  the 
general  Tariff,  and  that  we  should  extend 
a  preference  of  5  per  cent,  to  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Sitting  suspended  from  i  to  2.15  p.m. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH  (Parkes)  [2.15]. 
— I  had  intended,  had  I  spoken  earlier  in 
the  debate,  to  say  something  about  the 
truly  domestic  nature  of  the  commodity  we 
are  discussing,  but  honorable  members  have 
dealt  with  that  already  at  some  length.  It 
has  been  pointed  out  that  not  only  the 
pioneers  of  Australia,  but  the  farmers  and 
small  householders  all  over  the  Common- 
wealth, depend  upon  galvanized  iron  for 
roofing  material,  as  also  to  secure  supplies 
of  wholesome  drinking  water  against  timet 
of  drought.  We  know  that  bark  roofs  do 
not  cat^  all  the  rain-fall,  and  what  they 
do  catch  is  so  discoloured  and  impregnated 
with  the  flavour  of  the  bark,  that  tl^v  are 
<xily  resorted  to  where  there  is  some' dif- 
ficulty in  obtaining  galvanized  iron.  This 
domestic  article,  it  should  also  be  stated, 
^  us^d,  except  for  industrial  purposes, 
almost  wholly  by  the  poorer  classes, 
because  people  of  means,  in  building 
houses,  prefer  the  use  of  more  aesthetic 
tiles  or  slates.  Once  these  facts  ar? 
recognised  we^  are  induced  to  make  the  use 
of  this  matenal  as  economical  as  possible. 
I  direct  attention  to  the  want  of  clearness 
in  the  explanation  given  by  the  Treasurer. 
It  has  never  been  properly  explained  to 
those  honorable  members  who  have  not  dis- 
covered the  facts  for  theniselves  that  what 
we  are  discussing  now  is  not  a  duty  on  iron 
but  a  duty  on  two  particular  processes 
known  as  galvanizing  and  corrugating  to 
which  inxi  is  subjected.  The  Minister 
spoke  of  the  item  as  if  the  question  in- 
volved were  the  imposition  of  a  duty  upon 
iron ;  whilst,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  impose  a  duty  upon  galvahiced 
ircm  and  corrugated  ircm  with  the  object 
of  encouraging  only  the  local  ealvanizbg 
and  corrugating  of  iron.  The  Tariff  Com- 
mission deal  with  the  questicHi  remarkably 
well,  and  I  [vc^x>se  to  read  a  couple  of 
paragraphs  from  their  report.  They  say*— 

Only  one  firm  m  Australia  appears  to  have 
undertaken  the  gaWanizing  of  sheet  iron,  the 
maoaKCi  of  which  admitted  that  the  procew  ra- 
q^uired  very  little  labour,  and  wa*  a  compara- 
tively small  thing  in  relation  to  tlie  total  valuff 
of  the  iron.  ' 

That  is  according  to  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Thoml^,  the  manager  of  the  iron  wor' 
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in  New  South  Wales.  The  Commission 
further  say: — 

Two  witnesses  in  South  Australia  and  one  in 
Victoria  said  that  it  was  not  posuble  to  gal- 
vanize sheets  in  Australia. 

Mr.  Mathews. — That  shows  what  the 
evidence  given  befcwe  the  Tariff  Coounis- 
sion  is  WOTth. 

Mr.  Sampson.— I  have  seen  men  gal- 
vaniang  sheets  at  the  New  South  Wales 
works. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— When  a  man 
says  that  he  does  a  certain  thing  his  evi- 
d«*ce  must  be  held  to  destroy  the  evidence 
of  those  who  merely  say  that  they  have 
not  seen  it  done.  With  respect  to  the  re- 
mark made  by  the  honwaWe  member  for 
MeJboume  Ports,  as  to  the  value  of  the 
evidence  given  befcwe  the  Tariff  CtMnmis- 
sion,  I  should  like  to  say  that  it  is  at 
least  quite  as  valuable  as  some  of  the  ex 
forte  statements  which  the  honorable  mem- 
oer  and  other  honorable  members  make  in 
this  House,  when  t^y  take  information 
from  one  side  and  do  not  take  the  trouble 
to  balance  it  with  the  evidence  given  on 
the  other  side.  However,  I  read,  not 
from  the  evidenoei  given  beftwe  the 
Tariff  Commission,  but  from  the  find- 
ing of  the  Commission  in  which  they 
take  care  to  set  out  both  sides.  Any  one 
who  reads  their  report  must  infer  that  there 
is  at  least  one  manufactory  for  the  galvaniz- 
ing of  iron  in  New  South  Wales.  The 
point,  however,  is  that  the  processes  of  gal- 
vanizing and  <x>rrugating  represent  but  an 
infinitesmial  portion  of  the  total  value  of 
galvanized  and  corrugated  iron.  The  cost 
was  placed  by  one  witness  at  about  2  J  per 
cent.,  and  by  others  at  from  4s.  to  5s.  per 
ton.  The  report  of  the  Tariff  Commission 
goes  on  to  say — 

The  manaeer  of  the  rolling  mills  in  New 
South  Wales  admitted  that  there  was  very  little 
labour  emptoyed  in  rormgating  galvanued 
sheets. 

I  ask  the  Committee  to  note  these  facts. 
We  all  know  that  the  corrugation  of  iron 
simply  means  that  sheet  iron  is  iput  between 
two  corrugated  rollers. 

Mr.  Sampson.— It  is  stamped. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Some  of  it  may 
be  stamped,  but  I  have  known  corrugated 
iron  to  be  produced  in  the  way  I  have 
stated.  The  average  cost  of  iron  f.o.b.  is 
from  £^S  to  £16  per  ton,  and  the  cost  of 
corrugating  and  of  galvanizing  this  iron  is 
from  4s.  to  5s.  per  ton,  or  about  ij  per 
cent.,  and  about  2J  per  cent,  respectively. 
We  are  making  a  very  liberal  allowance 
when  we  say  that  the  cost  of  corrugating 


and  of  galvanizing  wilt^  together,  come 
to  5  per  cent,  upon  the  f.o-b.  cost 
of  the  iron.  If  we  assume  that 
the  iron  costs  £1^  per  ton  we 
should  impose  a  duty  of  5  iper  cent.,  which 
would  represent  15s.  per  ton.  The  Min- 
ister, intentionally  or  unintentionally — and 
honorable  membCTS  must  judge  for  tltem- 
selves  as  to  that — is  endeavouring  to  secure 
under  this  item  a  protection  upon,  the  manu- 
facture of  sheet  iron,  which  is  not  what  the 
House  intends,  since  a  majority  have  agreed 
to  the  secmd  reading  of  the  Manufactures 
Encouragement  Bill,  the  object  of  whidi  is 
to  offer  a  bounty  of  i3s.  per  ton  for 
tluee  years  or  until  the  industry  is  estab- 
lished, and  at  the  end  of  that  time  to  im- 
pose  a  duty  on  the  iron.  Asstmiing  that  5 
per  cent,  would  be  sufficient  to  cover  the  two 
processes,  the  Minister  is  asking  the  Com- 
mittee to  impose  an  extra  duty  of  15  or  20 
per  cent.,  as  the  case  may  be,  upon  the 
acfual  iron  sheets,  which  is  contrary  to  the 
policy  affirmed  in  connexion  with  the  Manu- 
factures Encouragement  Bill.  Honorable 
members  must  see  that  the  only  object  of 
our  discussicm  at  present  should  be  to  dis- 
cover what  would  be  a  fair  measure  of  pro- 
tection for  those  engaged  in  the  two  {mo- 
cesses  of  galvaniang  and  corrugating.  A 
duty  of  15s.  per  ton  would  be  ample  in 
view  of  the  small  cost  of  the  [wooesses.  I 
wish  now  to  say  a  wend  fUxmt  the  way  in 
which  the  business  is  bang  put  before  the 
Committee.  I  have  commented  mcve  than 
once  upOT  the  absolute  ineffidency  of  this 
House,  not  from  an  intellectual  but  from 
other  points  of  view,  to  deal  with  Tariff 
matters.  I  do  not  care  how  big  a  man's 
intellect  may  be,  or  how  commeraal,  mathe- 
matical or  logical  may  be  his  mind,  he  must 
have  the  material  to  put  into  his  mental 
mill  before  he  can  produce  results  of  any 
value  to  the  people  in  deciding  the  iproper 
duties  to  impose  upon  various  articles.  No 
member  of  tiie  Committee,  unless  he  is  pre- 
pared to  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  work 
— which  the  Minister  is  paid  to  do~-could 
collect  all  the  data  necessary  to  enable  him 
to  arrive  at  valuable  conclusions  with  re- 
gard to  all  these  items.  'From  that  point  of 
view  the  work  of  the  Tariff  Commission 
must  be  regarded  as  most  valuable.  As, 
however,  tlw  Committee  does  not  seem  to 
attach  very  much  importance  to  their 
work,  we  have  a  right  to  look 
to  the  Minister  for  a  simple,  straightfw- 
ward,  and  trustworthy  statement  upwi 
each  item  submitted.  What  have  we  had 
to-day  ?  We  hate  had  the  most  lament- 
able exhilMtion  that  I  think  could  possibly 
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be  presented  to  a  number  of  intelligent 
men.    No  doubt,  with  the  intenticm  of  ap- 
pealing to  the  prejudices  of  certain  honor- 
aUe  members,  the  Minister  told  the  Com- 
mittee that  no  less  than  ;^39o,ooo  worth 
of  galvanized  iron  was  imported  to  the 
Conunonwealth  from  the  Umted  States  of 
America   UpoD  that  statement,  as  a  ive- 
mise,  the  honorable  gentl«nan  built  an  in- 
teresting and  attractive  edifice,  with  which 
be  app^ed  to  h<morable  members  in  a  very 
heated  way  to  resist  great  trusts  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  prevwiting  any- 
body in  Australia  frcvn  enga^ng  in  these 
industries.      The  h(XiCH-able  gentleman  as- 
sumed that  his  figures  were  correct,  and 
made  this  appeal  to  the  prejudices  of  cer- 
tain honorable  members  to  put  the  duty  at 
a  high  level  in  order  to  prevent  the  pos- 
sit»Iity  of  these  several  industries  being 
dKtroyed.     What  followed?     We  had 
the  ytty  pitiable  exhibiticxi  of  the  Min- 
ister having  to  depend  upon  an  exposure  of 
mor  in   his    figures   by    the  Govern- 
ment Whip.      llie  hwKn-able  gentlaxtan 
suddenly  realized  that  instead  of  the  im- 
ports from  the  United  States  of  America 
amounting  inc  value  to  ;^390,oqo,  their 
value  was  only  about  ^^37,000,  and  the 
whole  edifice  oa.  which  he  depended,  in  his 
appeal  to  honorable  members  to  resist  the 
American  trusts,  fell  like  a  house  of  cards. 
But  there  is  a  moral  in  all  this.      It  is 
impossible  for  us  to  look  into  all  these 
matters  for  ourselves ;  and  we  are  entitled 
to  expect  that  a  Minister,  receiving  a 
substantial  remuneration,    sutMnitting  the 
various   items   will    supply  information 
by  which  we  may  be  guided.     We  expect 
him  to  recognise  the  difficulty  of  our  get- 
ting this  informaticHi  for  ourselves,  and  we 
ought  to  be  able  to  rely  upon  every  word 
the  honorable  gentleman  utters  as  to  the 
facts  bearing  upon  the  items  under  con- 
sideration.   In  this  case  it  has  been  shown 
that  the   Treasurer  is  ignorant   of  the 
figures  or  careless  as  to  ^eir  correctness; 
and  even  with  the  help  of  an  c^cer  be- 
hind the  Sp^ker's  diair,  is  unable  to  give 
flie  common  «-  garden  infmmation  which 
we  should  have  to  guide  us  in  dealing 
iria  matters  of  this  sort.     By  the  acci- 
dental presence  of  the  Government  Whip 
*ho  has  run  over  the  faoncvable  gentleman's 
figures,  we  were  able  to  discover  that  he 
had  made  a  mistake  of  about  1,000  per 
not.  in  those  whidi  he  submitted  to  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  FftAZER.  —  The  honoraUe  member 
for  Grey  also  corrected  the  Treasurer. 


Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.  —  That  is  so, 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Grey  gave 
the  Committee  a  j;reat  deal  of  valuable  in- 
formation in  the  early  part  of  the  debate. 
If  we  had  not  the  information  which  the 
honorable  member  for  Grey,  and  also  the 
honorable  members  for  North  Sydney,  II- 
lawarra,  and  Perth  gave  the  Committee, 
*  we  should  have  been  in  the  dark  unless  we 
looked  up  the  records  for  ourselves.  It 
might  not  .  have  any  special  pertinence  to 
this  particular  item,  but  it  shows  that  the 
C(Hnmittee  should  be  careful  to  note  that 
the  treatment  of  these  matters  by  the  ftlin- 
ister  is  absolutely  prejudiced  from  the 
outset,  and  that  he  is  absolutely  unprepared, 
either  through  want  of  knowledge  or  want 
of  industry  in  obtaining  the  ne<%ssary 
information,  to  put  before  the  Com- 
mittee the  facts  to  whidi  they  axe 
entitled  when  dealing  with  a  Ques- 
tion of  this  sort.  If  ^  per  cent,  on 
the  cost  of  the  inxi  will  give  a  handsome 
protecticMi  upon  the  two  processes  of  gal- 
vanizing and  corrugating  —  because 
we  do  not  want  to  protect  the  iron 
itself — we  really  ought  to  consider  only 
the  value  of  those  two  processes.  It  is 
altogether  a  misleading  method  of  calcu- 
lating the  proper  duty  on  this  material  to 
take  the  value  of  ^^15  per  ton  of  the  ma- 
terial itself.  If  the  witnesses  frc»n  whose 
evidence  the  Commissint  thought  fit  ro 
draw  the  ccmclusion  that  5  per  cent,  upon 
the  original  cost  will  give  a  handstane  pro- 
fit upon  these  processes,  be  right,  we  should 
be  perfectly  satisfied  with  that,  remember- 
ing that  we  are  not  putting  the  duty  upon 
the  material  ittself,  but  upon  the  woilc 
which  is  now  being  accomplished,  or  was 
lately  accomplished,  in  South  Australia 
and  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [2.32].— It  was 
suggested  before  lundi  that  galvanized  iron 
should  be  placed  in  the  same  position  as 
wire  netting,  upon  which  the  Committee  de- 
cided to  lower  the  duty,  but  in  that  case  the 
netting  was  a  necessity  in  fighting  a  scourge 
throughout  the  Oxnmcxi wealth.  The  gal- 
vanized iron  acamipanies  the  picmeer  into 
every  part  of  Australia.  It  will  be  found 
in  the  out-of-the-way  mining  camp,  where 
after  the  tent  ccHnes  the  galvanized  iron 
covering.  It  is  in  all  ways  an  undoubted 
necessity  of  our  development.  My  feel- 
ing, therefore,  is  that  we  should  endeavour 
BO  far  as  we  possibly  can  to  allow  it  to 
reach  the  cc»isumer  at  cheajp  a  rate 
as  possible.  11% /cai(dsif&l<Q^[^C  spent 
in  the  work  of  galvanizing,  roiling,  and 


6542  Tariff         [REPRESENTATIVES-]         {Iron,  dc.) 


corrugating  is  not  very  great,  and,  as  has 
already  been  pointed  out  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Parkes  and  others,  it  is  quite 
clear  that  for  a  long  time  to  come  we 
should  not  have  the  necessary  black  sheets 
made  in  Australia  of  such  a  character  or 
quality  as  will  be  necessary  for  making 
these  articles.  I  do  not  care  from  whom 
it  comes.  Even  if  the  great  Trust  in' 
America,  against  which  so  much  has  been 
said,  lilces  to  come  here  and  establish 
works  under  Australian  a^iditionSi  or  if 
any  of  the  great  manufacturers  of  Great 
Biitain  come  here  for  the  same  purpose, 
we  can  take  no  exception  to  them  so  long 
as  they  conform  to  the  conditions  which 
wc  in  Australia  establish.  But  I  feel 
that  the  duty,  whether  it  is  a  fixed  or  ad 
valorem  rate,  ^ould  be  reduced  to  such 
an  amount  as  will  not  exceed  the  recom- 
mendaticm  made  by  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion, which  should  cwnmend  itself  to  the 
majority  of  the  Ctwiunittee.  I  should  be 
prepared  to  support  a  fixed  duty  so  long 
as  it  does  not  exceed  an  amount  which  will 
correspond  with  the  ad  valorem  rate  re- 
commended by  the  Commission. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — That  would  be  ^£2 
5s.  a  ton — too  much. 

Mr.  KNOX. — It  would  probably  be 
about  j£2  a  ton,  but  it  might  be  less.  In 
any  case  I  think  we  should  be  justified  in 
following  the  Commission's  recommenda- 
tion. We  have  here  the  spelter  neces- 
sary and  the  workers  ready  to  do  this 
work,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  impose 
such  a  duty  as  will  make  the  cost  to  the 
consumer  greater  than  is  desirable,  but  I 
certainly  will  not  be  prepared  to  follow  the 
Government  in  their  jxoposal  for  a  higher 
rate. 

Mr.  JOHN  THOMSON  (Cowper) 
['2.37], — In  view  of  the  importance  of  the 
item  and  tjie  large  number  of  people  likely 
to  be  affected  by  a  duty  on  galvanized  iron, 
it  is  desirable  that  tKe  Committee  should 
give  it  a  fair  amount  of  consideration.  We 
know  that  the  article  is  made  from  plain 
black  sheet  iron.  It  has  been  said  that  it 
does  not  require  a  great  amount  of  capital 
for  plant  ex  a  great  deal  of  labour  to  con- 
vert blade  sheet  iron  into  galvanized  irc»i. 
Anybody  who  visited  the  Lithgow  iron- 
worlu  with  us  a  little  while  ago  would  be 
well  satisfied  as  to  that.  The  honorable 
member  for  Parkes  stated  that  5  per  cent, 
on  the  outlay  would  fairly  represent  the  cost 
of  the  industry. 

Mr.  Bbucs  Smith. — I  said  5  per  cent 
—  the  f.o.b.  price  of  the  iron. 


Mr.  JOHN  THOMSON.— At  any  rate 
I  think  the  honorable  member's  figures  were 
about  15s.  per  ton.  We  must  first  con- 
sider whether  the  public  are  now  getting 
the  benefit  that  th^  should  get  In  order 
to  ascertain  that,  I  must  turn  to  the  figures 
furnished  by  the  Commonwealth  Statis- 
tician, Mr.  Knibbs,  in  order  to  find  the 
values  of  the  articles.  He  gives  the  amount 
of  plain  sheet  iron  imported.  That  is  on 
the  free  list.  The  total  imported  into  the 
OxnmcxiweaUh  in  2906  was  458,197  cwt., 
of  a  value  of  ;£200,034.  That  works  out 
*t  £9  15*'  P«r  ton-  We  imported  of  gal- 
vanized iron,  plain  and  sheet,  i,2'45,2ii 
cwt.,  of  a  vidue  of  ;^i,o69,i74,  which 
shows  that  the  average  price  would  be 
about  jQij  2S.  6d.  a  ton. 

Mr.  Bruce  Skith. — I  took  £15  or  j£i6. 
The  price  the  honorable  member  quotes 
would  include  the  10  per  cent,  added  for 
Customs  purposes. 

Mr.  JOHN  THOMSON.— I  should  take 
the  figures  given  by  the  Statistician  in  pre- 
ference to  any  information  furnished  by  a 
wholesale  importer  or  manufacturer.  WTiac 
I  have  stated  will  be  admitted  by  everybody 
to  be  the  fair  average  price  of  the  article 
imported.  When  spealang  of  an  avera^ 
price,  I  want  it  to  be  understood  that  in 
this  particular  item  there  are  quite  a  num- 
ber of  different  kinds  of  iron,  not  only  in 
quality  but  in  gauges.  Anybody  who  has 
handled  it  knows  that  when  you  buy  from 
5  ft.  to  8  ft.  iron  you  pay  less  than  for  9  ft. 
or  10  ft  iron. 

Mr.  Bkucb  SiOTR. — It  depends  on  the 
thickness. 

Mr.  JOHN  THOM*^ON.— Not  only  on 
the  thickness  but  on  the  length.  Those 
figures  show  that  the  declared  value  of 
galvanized  iron,  plain  and  corrugated, 
imported,  is  j£iy  2s.  6d.  per  too, 
and  of  black  sheet  iron  J^g  1 5s. 
a  ton,  or  a  difference  of  £7  7s.  6d.  a  ton. 
I  agree  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Parkes  and  several  other  honorable  mem- 
bers that  5  per  cent,  would  be  a  fair  thing 
to  cover  the  cost.  We  saw  that  there  were 
only  a  few  hands  en^ged  in  the  process 
of  making  galvanized  iron,  plain  and  ^eet. 
Four  hoya  were  employed  in  dipping  the 
iron,  and  there  were  two  or  three  men  at 
the  stampers  doing  the  corrugating.  That 
is  the  whole  process.  The  people  of  Aus- 
tralia are  ipaj'ing  £j  7s.  6d.  a  ton  for  that, 
because  the  iron  is  in  the  hands  of  a  num- 
ber of  importers  and  there  is  no  competi- 
ticMi.  The  Canmittee  is  always  in  sympathy 
with  the  primary  producer,  and  the  evidence 
I  have  goes  to  show  that  he  is  not  getting 
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the  benefit  that  he  ought  to  get,  simply  be- 
cause the  iron  is  handled  (Xily  a  few,  and 
the  cost  of  converting  blnck  iron  mto  ttheet 
or  galvanized  iron  is  not  given  to  the  people 
who  should  receive  it.  It  vould  be  very 
much  better  for  our  people — and  the  pro- 
vUions  of  the  TarifT  allow  it — to  get  black 
iron  in  free,  and  convert  it  at  a  cost  of  5 
per  cent,  into  galvanized  iron,  so  creating 
a  number  of  industries  whose  competition 
would  reduce  the  extra  charge  of  jQi 
7s.  6d.  per  ton  for  conversion  to  scwn^- 
wbere  about  17  s.  per  ton. 

Mr.  PovNTON. — Does  not  the  honorable 
member  think  that  7s.  (Sd.  a  ton  is  a 
good  protection? 

Mr.  JOH>J  THOMSON.— The  honoi- 
able  member  knows  that  prices  are  regu- 
lated more  b\'  competition  than  by  either 
free-trade  or  protection.  Everv  man  who 
has  an  article  to  sell  gets  for  it  what  the 
public  will  pay.  T  believe  that  we  can 
create  a  number  of  industries;  which  do  not 
require  a  verv  big  capital  —  somewhere 
about  ,50c.  as  has  been  stated — 
wherebv  black  iron  mav  be  converted  into 
corrugated  ircwi.  I  think  the  proposals  be- 
fore the  Committee  will  do  that,  even  if 
the  Government's  proposals  are  considered 
too  Ugfi.  By  that  means  we  should  be 
asnsting  our  primary  industries  by  allowing 
them  to  get  plain  and  cormgatjed  galvanized 
iron  dieaper  than  they  have  in  the  past.  \ 
hope  the  Committee  will  agree  to  a  duty 
which  will  be  sufficient  to  give  encourage- 
ment to  the  industry,  apart  from  anv 
assistance  which  we  are  giving  to  the  pro- 
duction of  black  iron.  I  believe  that  by 
that  means  we  should  be  able  to  supply 
the  people  with  galvanized  iron  cheaper 
than  they  are  getting  it  now  from  the  hands 
of  the  impOTters.  If  further  proof  were 
necessary,  it  could  be  found  in  the  evi- 
dence given  bef(x«  the  Tariff  Commission. 
A  New  South  Wales  witness,  an  importer, 
complained  that  under  the  present  duty 
his  fion  felt  very  keenly  the  competition  of 
Australian  made  galvanized  iron.  That 
shows  that  whenever  there  is  competiticm 
from  inside  against  the  importer  the 
public  must  be  getting  the  benefit.  The 
state  of  things  that  obtained  before  Fede- 
ntkm  is  shown  by  the  evidence  of  a  Vic- 
torian manufacturer  of  galvanized  and 
otiier  sheet  iron.  He  said  that  he  was 
murfi  better  off  under  the  Victorian  Tariff 
of  30  per  cent.  The  Commission  states 
Aat  in  New  Sooth  Wales  the  experimce  of 
■ttmfactnren  was  tfiat  during  me  term  of 
^  £^  pc  ^  ^^Vt  ^  plain  and  cmtu- 


fated  galvanized  iron,  satisfactory  trade 
ad  been  dcme,  but  that  when  the  duty 
had  been  removed,  in  1S96,  business  fed 
off  to  such  an  extent  that  cme  of  the  mills 
at  one  factory  had  been  stopped,  and  the 
other  used  intermittently.  Under  the  old 
South  Australian  Tariff,  the  duty  <m  corru- 
gated iron  was  30s.  per  ton^  and  plain  sheet 
iron  was  free.  Several  corrugating  plants, 
costing  about  ;^i,5oo  each,  had  been  put 
down  and  satisfactory  business  had  been 
done.  That  evidence  goes  to  show  the 
possibility  of  starting  works  of  this  kind. 
Ty  giving  encouragement  to  the  industry 
we  should  create  inside  competition,  the 
price  of  the  article  would  be  reduced  to  the 
people,  and  by  that  means  we  should 
advantage  them  considerablv,  and  also  be 
creating  an  Australian  industrv. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [2.45].— I  de- 
sire to  put  in  a  plea  first  for  the  consumer, 
considering  the  large  number  of  peo- 
ple who  are  interested  in  this  special 
duty.  We  must  consider  how  largely 
corrugated  galvanized  iron  is  used.  A 
great  quantity  is  used  for  roofing  purposes. 
The  smallest  house  takes  about  half 
a  ton  of  ircHi  to  roof  it,  and  must  be  fur- 
nished with  gutters  and  spoutings  made  of 
iron,  which,  after  being  galvanized,  has  to 
be  twisted  and  turned  into  various  shapes, 
so  that  it  must  be  of  superior  quality. 
Galvanized  iron  is  also  frequently  used  for 
fencing  material,  and  for  the  manufactuu- 
of  household  uticles,  such  as  buckets, 
tubs,  ashpans,  and  the  like.  Then,  in  a 
climate  like  ours,  no  house  is  complete; 
without  its  bath,  and  most  baths  are  made 
of  galvanized  iron.  Lastly,  the  C(Kiser\a- 
tion  of  water  is  absolutely  necessary,  and 
icK  this  tanks  made  of  corrugated  and  gal- 
vanized iron  are  eirtensively  used.  It  will 
be  seen,  therefore,  that  sheet-ircm  is  ot 
immense  importance  to  our  pastoralists. 
agriculturists,  dairymen,  and  miners.  Are 
we  going  to  penalize  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
dudng  industries  of  Australia  1^  putting  a 
tax  upon  its  importation  to  encourage  a 
very  small  industry?  Acourding  to  the 
Tariff  CommissiCm's  evidence,  the  three 
South  Australiui  firms  to  which  reference 
has  been  made  employ  only  about  twenty 
hands  each.  The  free-trade  members  of 
the  Commission  reported  on  this  subject — 

It  was  st&ted  definitely  that  the  maigin  of  dif- 
ference between  the  landed  cost  of  importeil 
black  sheets,  viz.,  £io  8s.  lod.  per  ton  %>t 
£^  i8s.  lod.  over  the  f.o.b.  price  in  &i£landj 
afforded  a  sufficient  natural  protection  after 
allowing  for  the  price  of  IftSkl^bu^Aid  rod 
inn,  Tix.,  w\^&£>t^KXi^tyk9l^tiS^ytyctcA 
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a  substantial  profit.  Witnesses  stated  that  any 
duty  or  charge  on  b'ack  sheets  wouM  seriously 
prejudice  Australian  industries  which  were  now 
established,  some  doing  a  considerable  export 
trade. 

These  are  the  reoMninendaticxis  of  the  pro- 
tectionist section  of  the  Commission — 

That  on  galvanized  or  corrugated  inm,  plate, 
and  sheet,  there  be  a  duty  of  lo  per  cent,  (equal 

to  about  30s.  per  ton). 

We  l)a\  e  bee  i  tt.lil  that  in  South  Australia 
the  Industry  has  flourished  without  pro- 
ttcii^-n — 

That  on  o>rrugated  galvanized  iron  there  be 
a  duty  of  15  per  cent.     That  plate  and  sheet 

iron  (un^alvanized  and  uncorrugated)  remain 
free  as  specified  under  Division  VIa.,  subdivision 
C.  Thai  on  tanks  containing  goods,  or  empty, 
fur  every  100  gallons  capacity,  or  part  thereof* 
there  be  a  duty  of  js. 

If  we  impose  a  duty  on  the  tanks  in  which 
various  kinds  of  perishable  goods  are  im- 
ported, we  shall  merely  increase  the  taxa- 
tion on  those  goods.  Some  of  the  raw 
material  used  by  brewers  is  imported  in 
iron  tanks,  and  so,  too,  is  mustard,  as  well 
ns  other  ctxnmodities.  These  goods  could 
not  be  imported  in  any  other  way,  and, 
therefore,  the  tanks  will  continue  to  come 
in,  notwithstanding  the  duty,  and  no  en- 
couragement will  ^  given  to  their  manu- 
facture locally.  I  am  in  favour  of  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Daliey,  who  has  suggested  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  item. 

Mr.  Johnson. — ^That  will  mean  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  present  situation. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— Yes.  That  is  unfor- 
tunate. I  am  siu'prised  that  the  Minister 
does  not  come  here  prepared  with  all  the 
information  necessary  to  guide  our  deltbe- 
xatims.  Instead  of  being  properly  in- 
formed on  this  subject,  he  read  figures 
ivhich  were  entirely  misleading,  and  was 
not  man  enough  to  take  the  resp(Xisibility 
of  his  mistake,  blaming  officers  who,  at  the 
present  time,  are  pnxnbly  sweated  and 
overworked. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Is  not  be,  too,  over- 
worked ? 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— No  doubt  we  are  all 
Qverwcwked  just  now.  If  I  had  my  way, 
we  would  adjourn  over  the  hot  weather. 
The  Oovernmoit  are  piling  business  upon 
us  at  the  last  moment,  when  we  are  all 
anxious  to  get  away,  and  possibly  in  the 
end  the  Coimnjttee  will  be  so  weary  of  the 
whole  thing  that  it  will  pass  the  items 
en  bloc,  instead  of  dealing  with  them  sepa- 
rately, as  it  should. 

Mr,  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [2,52].— I 
am  as  desirous  as  most  honorable  members 


that  a  decision  should  be  come  to  on  this 
matter,  but  I  feel  that  we  should  not 
divide  on  a  question  of  such  importance  at 
the  risk  of  a  misunderstanding  as  to  the 
result  of  accepting  the  Goverimient  pro- 
posal. Even  the  Minister  must  admit  that 
the  proposed  duty  will  not  benefit  the  iron 
industry,  which  is  to  be  enooiu'aged  by  the 
bounties  to  be  granted  under  the  Manu- 
factures Encouragement  Bill.  Wliat  we 
have  to  consider  is  what  duty  should  be 
imposed  on  galvanized  and  cmrugated  iron 
to  encourage  persons  to  do  the  galvanizing 
and  corrugating  here,  the  black  sheets  be- 
ing admitted  free.  To  my  mind,  it  is 
doubtful  whether  it  is  advisable  to  impose 
any  duty  with  a  view  to  bringing  this 
about. 

Mr.  Fowler. — The  industry  costs  far 
more  than  it  is  worth. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  think  so.  The  labour 
given  by  the  industry  is  more  than  counter- 
balanced by  the  increased  cost  to  the  com- 
munity of  galvanized  and  corrugated  iron. 

Mr.  Johnson. — It  would  pay  the  public 
to  double  the  wages  of  those  now  engaged 
in  the  industry,  on  condition  that  they 
would  go  out  of  it. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  think  it  would  pay 
U9  to  give  the  few  boys  employed  in  this 
industry  a  decent  wage  to  go  out  of  it.  The 
encouragement  of  the  manufacture  of  iron 
from  native  ores  is  an  entirely  different  . 
thmg.  To  put  a  heavy  impost  upon  the 
axnmunity,  merely  to  eiKOurage  the  gal- 
vanizing and  corrugating  of  iron  in  this 
countr}',  is  not  sound  economy. 

Mr.  FoWLKR. — ^The  corrugating  industry 

is  a  parasitic  one. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — It  practically  comes 
under  that  category.  The  industry  gives 
so  little  labour  that  we  are  hardly  justified 
in  considering  it.  When  we  were  at  Lith- 
gow,  we  saw  a  few  boys  engaged  in  dip- 
ping the  ircm  sheets  into  the  galvanizing 
liquid,  and  passing  them  between  rollers  to 
corrugate  them.  We  ought  not  to  place  a 
burden  on  the  primary  producers  to  sup- 
port so  small  an  industry  as  that.  Out 
back,  m«i  cannot  build  houses  of  bric^, 
with  slate  roofs,  and  when  their  homes  are 
not  constructed  wholly  of  galvanized  iron, 
they  are,  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hun- 
dred, roofed  with  it.  The  Minister  might 
well  be  satisfied  with  a  small  increase  on 
the  old  duty.  The  maximum  rates  for 
which  I  shall  vote  are  sos^againstforeign 
countries,  and  zqs^i  againULiGHi^Batain. 
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Mr.  POYNTON  (Grev)  [2. 57]-— '''he 
speedi  of  the  honixable  member  for  Cowper 
tended  to  show  that  galvanized  and  corru- 
gated iron  should  be  on  the  free  hst.  He 
spoke  of  the  average  value  of  imported  gal- 
vanized iron  as  £11  as.  6d.  per  ton,  and 
of  imported  black  sheets  as  something  over 
/9  per  ton.  The  difference  between  those 
two  prices— ;^;8  per  ton— surely  allows  a 
good  margin  of  profit  for  those  engaged 
locailv  in  galvanizing. 

Mt.  John  Thomson.— Without  a  duty, 
will  not  importers  crush  out  the  local  in- 
dustry, as  has  been  done  in  other  cases? 

Mr.  POYNTON*.— Even  if  there  be 
competition,  there  is  a  very  large  margin  of 
profit  to  work  on.  My  proposal  is  to  fix 
the  duty  at  25s.  in  the  general  Tariff,  and 
20s.  in  the  preferential  Tariff. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — No;  fix  the  duties 
at  30s.  and  20s.  respectively. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  am  not  particulM 
alx>ut  fixing  the  duty  in  the  general  Tariff 
at  30s.,  because  .practically  all  the  im- 
i>ortations  come  from  the  United  Kmg- 
dom.  If  we  fix  the  duties  at  30s.  and  20s. 
respectivelv,  we  shall  afford  ample  protec- 
tion, plus'  the  advantage  which  the  local 
manufacturers  already  possess  owing  lo 
the  difFcrence  between  the  cost  of  black 
iron  and  galvanized  iron.  I  would  not 
press  this  proposal  uponf  honorable  mem- 
bers but  for  the  fact  that  galvanized  iron 
is  one  of  the  first  requirements  of  the 
primary  producers.  We  all  talk  about 
settling  people  on  the  land.  It  honorable 
members  really  want  to  help  the  settlers 
ihev  will  adopt  my  suggestion.  Whatever 
duty  is  imposed  will  practically  be  a  re- 
venue duty.  Why  should  we  penalize  the 
primarv  producers  by  levying  that  which 
after  all  is  an  excessive  revenue  duty?  I 
propose  to  alter  my  amendment  by  substi- 
tuting 30s.  for  25s.  per  ton. 

Amendment  amended  accordingly. 
Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan)  [3.2]  — 
I  do  not  wish  to  prolong  the  debate,  but 
I  hope  that  the  Government  will  not  insist 
upon  the  higher  dutv  they  have  imposed  m 
this  article,  which  is  largely  used  by  the 
rural  population  all  over  Australia.  We  have 
been  engaged  in  imposing  high  duties  on 
manv  commodities  which  are  used  by  the 
farming  and  pastoral  population,  and  it 
has  been  diflfcult  to  see  how  they  will  derive 
anv  special  benefit  therefrom.    We  are  now 
afforded  an  importunity  not  to  impose  a 
high  duty  on  a  commodity  which  is  used 
very  largelv  by  all  persons  engaged  in 
Turll  parsmts.    To  the  pastoralist,  to  the 


agriculturist,  to  the  miner,  in  fact  to  every 
one  in  the  rural  industries,  galvanized  iron 
is  a  necessity,  and  in  many  cases  it  has  to 
be  carted  long  distances,  whereby  its  cost 
is  verv  much  enhanced.  I  hope  that  the 
Committee  will  accept  the  proposal  to  levy 
a  dutv  of  20S.  against  the  United  Kingdom 
and  30s.  against  other  countries.  This  is 
a  case  in  which  I  think  the  Government 
might  do  something  for  the  rural  people, 
who  will  not  benefit  from  many  of  the 
duties  which  we  have  been  imposing  during 
the  last  month  or  two. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fflemantle)  [3-6]-— I 
also  hope  that  the  Government  will  not 
insist  upon  levying  a  high  duty  ot  the 
articles  embraced  in  this  item,  especially 
on  plain  galvanized  iron,  which  is  used 
more  considerably  than  honorable  mem- 
bers seem  to  think.  In  the  interior  of 
Western  Australia  it  is  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  building  houses.  It  is  nailed  on 
the  inside  of  the  studs  and  is  papered.  It 
is  very  easily  manipulated,  and  the  cottages 
are  made  to  look  very  nice  indeed.  Again, 
hundreds  of  tons  of  the  article  are  used 
in  Australia,  not  only  to  be  corrugated, 
but  also  for  making  guttering,  ridge-caps, 
and  all  kinds  of  thmgs. 

Mr.  McDouGALL.— If.  it  is  used  so 
generally  it  is  strange  that  no  attempt  has 
been  made  to  manufacture  it  in  Australia. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— It  is  used  so  gener- 
ally that  when  ir(»i  is  made  in  Australia 
there  will  be  some  sense  in  levying  a  duty 
on  plain  galvanized  iron. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — We  shall  ne\er 
make  iron  in  Australia  if  I  continiic  to  get 
such  support  as  I  shall  get  on  this  occa- 
siwi. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— This  article  is  in  the 
same  categwy  as  wire-netting.  It  is  TOrru- 
gated  here.  Any  one  who  has  seen  a  corru- 
gating machine  at  work  knows  that  it  is 
attended  to  by  a  boy. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — No,  it  takes  two  men  to 
put  in  the  sheet  and  one  to  take  it  out. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— That  might  have  been 
the  case  when  the  honorable  member  was 
inspecting  a  orarrugating  machine  at  work, 
and  it  must  have  been  done  merely  to  mis- 
lead him  as  to  the  cost  of  the  ojieration. 
Whenever  I  have  seen  a  corrugating  ma- 
chine at  work  the  process  was  very  simple. 
I  hope  that  the  Committee  will  recognise 
that  the  first  thing  which  a  man  requires, 
whether  he  is  engaged  on  a  block  of  land 
or  on  a  mine,  is  a  cheap  house  of  some 
kind.  In  the  country,  mlvanized  iron  is 
the  material  wbigfceBbi^iEieflSOg*^  in  the 
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G(»stniction  of  a  house.  I  claim  that  we 
should  malce  it  as  easy  as  possible  for  a 
man  to  procure  a  home  in  which  to  live.  I 
had  hoped  that  the  duty  under  the  new 
Tariff  would  not  exceed  the  duty  under  the 
old  Tariff.  I  shall  be  prepared  to  vote  for 
duties  of  15  per  cent,  and  10  per  cent,  re- 
spectively, or  scmiethine  like  those  rates. 

Motion  (to  postpone  the  item)  negatived. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [3-10].— 
I  think  that  it  would  be  very  convenient  if 
the  Conumttee  would  now  decide  whether 
the  duties  on  the  articles  contained  in  this 
item  should  be  ad  valorem  or  fi«d.  I  am 
pledged  at  the  present  time  to  vote  for  the 
imposition  of  ad  valorem  duties,  and 
against  the  impositim  of  fixed  duties.  If 
I  were  afforded  an  opportunity  to  vote  for 
the  impositicm  of  ad  valorem  duties,  1 
should  be  prepared,  in  the  case  of  corru- 
gated galvanised  iron,  to  vote  for  a  duty 
of  15  per  cent,  in  the  general  Tariff  and 
10  per  cent,  in  the  preferential  Tariff ;  and 
in  the  case  of  iroa  galvanized,  but  not  cor- 
rugated, and  ixon  cwrugated,  but  not  gal- 
vanized, to  vote  fcHT  a  duty  of  10  per  cent, 
in  the  general  T;iriff  and  5  per  cent,  in  the 
preferential  Tariff.  I  think  that  the 
Minister  should  take  a  test  vote  as  to 
whether  the  duties  shall  be  fixed  or  ad 
valorem.  If  that  is  not  done,  I  might  be 
called  upon  to  vote  against  the  imposition 
of  fixed  duties  which  would  be  almost  equal 
to  the  ad  valorem  duties  I  prefer,  whereas, 
if  a  test  vote  is  taken,  I  may  be  able  to 
approximate  to  some  proposition  equivalent 
to  the  valorem  duties.  I  am  bound  to 
vote  against  the  imposition  of  any  fixed 
duties. 

Mr.  BAMFORD  (Herbert)  [3  "]-— I 
agree  with  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Bendigo  that  we  should  decide  at 
once  whether  the  duties  are  to  be  fixed  or 
ad  valorem.  There  is  no  question  that  the 
price  of  this  commodity  fluctuates  so  very 
considerably  that  a  duty  of  10  per  cent, 
at  the  present  time  would  yield  more  than 
would  a  duty  of  7  J  per  cent,  at  a  later 
time,  and  vice  versd.  I  do  not  intend  to 
vote  for  the  impositim  of  a  duty  higher 
than  that  which  prevailed  under  the  old 
Tariff.  In  the  session  of  1901-2  this  item 
was  debated  at  v^y  considerable  length, 
and  the  Labour  Party  intimated  its  dnire 
that  it  should  be  placed  on  the  Tree  list. 
I  think  it  will  be  generally  admitted  by 
those  who  took  part  in  (fie  discussion  on 
that  occasion  that  a  serious  bungle  was 
made  when  the  item  was  not  put  on  the 
free  list.    Galvanized  iron  is  used  very 


largely  in  my  constituoicy.  I  should  say 
that  it  is  used  exclusively  fm  roofing  pur- 
poses. If  we  impose  a  high  duty  cm  gal- 
vanized iron,  which  is  the  nx^g  material 
used  in  the  back  country,  the  price  of  every 
other  kind  of  roc^ng  material  will  be- 
almost  certain  to  rise  in  sympathy  with  the 
price  of  galvanized  iron.  I  refer  to  such 
materials  as  slates,  tiles,  and  rubberoid. 
1  shall  not  vote  for  the  imposition  of  any 
duties  higher  than  408.  and  30s.  respec- 
tively. I  do  not  say  that  I  will  not  vote 
for  less  than  those  rates,  but  certainly  I 
fehall  not  vote  for  higher  rates. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [3.13].— When 
the  former  Tariff  was  under  ciHisideration, 
1,  together  with  many  other  members,  was 
under  the  impression  that  galvanised  iron 
would  be  duty  free,  but  somehow  ot  other^ 
in  the  putting  of  the  question,  we  got  boxed 
up.  After  it  was  passed  we  found  our- 
selves in  the  positicxi  that  the  article  was 
liable  to  a  duty  ,  and  of  course  we  had  to 
bow  to  the  inevitable.  If  this  were  a  pro- 
posal for  the  protection  of  a  primary  or 
secondary  industry,  I  should  vote  the 
whole  protection  which  the  Government  de- 
sire, but  it  is  nothing  of  the  sort ;  it  is 
simply  a  questiwi  of  giving  a  protectitm  of 
jCs  per  ton  to  those  \vho  are  engaged  in 
the  tinning  and  corrugating  of  iron.  All 
the  houses  which  are  erected  in  the  far 
western  districts  of  Queensland  are  built 
of  galvanized  ircm.  Do  honorable  mem- 
bers intend  to  inflict  a  specific  duty 
on  the  pioneers  of  the  interior  of 
Australia?  I  venture  to  say  that  even 
in  Victoria  80  per  cent,  of  the  houses 
outside  Melbourne  are  roofed  with  corru- 
gated iron.  If  honorable  members  intend 
to  penalize  men  for  going  out  back  and 
making  the  country  what  it  is,  by  all  means 
let  than  vote  duties  as  high  as  the  Trea- 
surer wishes  them  to  do.  The  honorable 
member  for  Fremantle  has  stated  that  it 
takes  only  a  boy  to  operate  a  cor- 
rugating machine,  but  the  honorable 
member  for  Hunter  interjected  that 
three  men  are  required.  In  England 
I  have  seen  women  galvanizing,  not 
only  sheet  iron,  but  other  materials. 
If  ever  there  was  an  instance  of  bunkum, 
it  is  to  be  found  in  the  case  of  this  par- 
ticular duty.  The  Treasurer  made  a  mis- 
take concerning  the  value  of  ;^3oo,ooo,  and 
admitted  it. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  knows  perfectly  wel],  how  that  hap- 
pened. Digitized  by  GOOQle 
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Mr.  PAGE.— I  accept  the  hfmorable 
memba's  statement.  I  am  sure  that  he 
would  not,  for  one  moment,  attempt  to 
mislead  the  Cooimittee,  especially  in  a  case 
involTing  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds. 
However,  the  fact  remains  that  the  im- 
ports from  the  United  States  are  repre- 
sented 1^  a  value  of  j^37,ooo,  as  oimpared 
with  j^i  ,032,000  in  the  case  of  England. 
Where,  then  is  the  preference  to  the 
Mother  Country?  I  should  be  willing  to 
see  a  duty  of  5  per  cent,  or  10  per  cent, 
against  foreign  nations,  with  free  ports 
tor  the  United  Kingdwn.  If  the  Govern- 
ment will  consent  to  a  substantial  prefer- 
ence, as  was  wisely  granted  in  the  case  of 
cottm  goods,  X  for  one  shall  be  found 
voting  with  them.  I  shall  not  be  found 
casting  a  vote  for  throwing  any  man  <»: 
woman  out  of  employment,  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  I  cannot  load  my  constituents 
with  an  enormous  duty  of  this  diaracter, 
merely  in  order  to  ke^  half-a-dozen  men 
employed  in  Melbourne,  or,  for  that  mat- 
ter, in  Brisbane.  I  intend  to  vote  for 
the  lowest  duty  possible. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [3.19].— 
In  order  to  test  the  questicHi  whether  the 
duty  be  ad  valorem  or  fi:wd,  I  move— 

That  the  amendmeot  be  amended  by  leaving 
out  the  words  "per  ton,"  with  a  view  to  insert 
in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "ad  val." 

If  my  proposal  be  accepted,  the  amount 
of  the  duty  may  be  decided  afterwards. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume—Trea- 
sitrer)  [3.20]. — I  explained  to  the  Com- 
mittee  that  a  on&mtmication  reoeived  fnm 
the  principal  importers  had  caused  me  to 
propose  the  substitution  oi  a  specific  for 
an  ad  valorem  duty.  Personally  I  regard 
it  as  immaterial  what  kind  of  duty  is  im- 
posed, and,  if  it  be  the  desire  of  the  Com- 
mittee, the  Government  are  quite  prepared 
to  accept  an  ad  valorem  duty. 

>Ir.  Bamford. — Let  us  have  a  fixed 
duty. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Quite  so;  but 
it  would  appear  that  any  proposal  I  make, 
however  good  the  reason,  is  the  ugnal  for 
objections.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Go- 
venunent  are  not  wedded  to  a  specific  duty, 
though  I  regard  it  as  the  better  impost  of 
the  two. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [3.23].— At  the 
request  of  a  number  of  h(morabIe  members, 
I  have  agreed  to  alter  the  duties  proposed 
in  mv  amendment  to  30s.  and  20s. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (Wilmot)  [3.24].— I 
hone  the  Cbmmittee  will  decide  on  a  fixed 
duty. 


Amendment  of  tHe  amendment  negatived. 

Question — That  after  the  wcxds  "  25  per 
cent.,"  paragraph  a,  the  w«ds  "  and  on 
and  after  25th  November,  1907,  per  ton 
(General  Tariff),  30s."  (Mr.  Poynton's 
amendment)  be  inserted — ^put  The  Com* 
mittee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


29 
as 


Majority 


Ayes. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Oamfor-J,  F.  W. 
Brown,  Til  ley 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Kdwards,  R. 
b'ithcr,  A. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
frowier,  J.  U. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Hedni,  W.  K. 
HugSrs,  W.  M. 


Johnson,  W.  E. 
Liddell,  F. 
Livingston,  J. 
Mabon,  H. 

PJge.  J. 
I'oyntOQ,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers  : 
Atkinson,  t>. 
Brown,  TbOmas 


Noes. 


Carr,  E.  S. 
Chanter,  J.  U. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Ccon,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewtng,  T.  T. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Groom,  L.  £. 
Harper,  R. 
Hutchison,  J 
Knox,  W. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 


Mathews,  J. 
Mauger,  S. 
Mcl&ugall,  T.  E. 
U'Malley,  King 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Sampson,  S. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Watkins,  D, 
Wist-,  G.  H. 

Teller! : 
Cook,  Hume 
I  Tudor,  F.  G. . 


PAIXS. 


Watson,  J.  C. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
WVbster,  W. 
Foster,  F.  J, 


Palmer,  A.  C. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Glvnn,  P.  McM. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Kelly.  W.  H. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Willis,  Henry 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Poynton)  put — 

That  after  the  words  "  20  per  cent.,"  para- 
graph A,  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  35th  No- 
vember, 1907,  per  ton  (United  Kingdom),  aoi.," 
be  inserted. 


The  Cnnmittee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


41 


Majonty 


tized  by 


Googg 
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Archer,  E.  W. 
AtkiosoQ,  I* 
Brown,  Tilley 
Brown,  Thomas 
CatU,  J.  H. 
Chapmaa,  Austio 
Cookf  Joseph 
Cooki  Hume 
Coon,  J. 
Dealdn,  A. 
Kdwards.  R. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Fisher.  A. 
Forrest,  Sir  J<rfia 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Frajier,  C.  E. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Fysb,  Sir  Philip 
Groom,  th  E. 


Bamford,  F.  W. 
Carr,  E.  b. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Harper,  R. 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
McDougall,  }.  K. 
Quick,  Sir  John 


Palmer,  A.  C. 
Keid,  G.  H. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Willis,  Henry 


Ates. 


Hedges,  W.  N. 
Hugbes,  W.  M. 
tCoox,  W. 
Livingston,  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
HaboD,  H. 
Mauger,  S. 
O'Malley,  King 
H-ge.  J- 
Roynton,  A. 
Sinclair.  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Storrcr,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dngald 
IhomsoD,  John 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Wynne,  A. 

T filers. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Liddell,  F. 


Noes. 

Sampson,  S. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Wise.  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Hutchison,  J. 
Mathews,  J. 

Watson,  J.  C. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Foster,  F.  J. 


side  the  precincts  and  was  coining  in,  but 
several  honorable  members  told  n»e  that  be 
was  abcHit  to  go  outside.  Under  the  dr- 
cumstances  I  shall  direct  that  the  division 
list  be  corxected. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — I  wish  to  ask  you,  sir, 
whether  hcMiorable  members  are  in  order 
in  crossing  the  floor  after  you  have  put  the 
question? 

The  CHAIRMAN— When  honorable 
members  were  crossing  the  floor  I  had  not 
used  the  words  "  tiie  Ayes  will  pass  to  the 
right  and  the  Noes  to  the  left."  It  was 
when  I  was  making  that  announcement  ^at 
honorable  members  crossed  over.  They 
had  a  right  to  so  cross  until  I  had  ap- 
pointed tellers. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Quite  a  number  of 
hcmorable  members  crossed  over  after  the 
question  was  put.  Had  I  not  thought 
that  it  was  disorderly  to  do  so,  I  should 
have  crossed  the  floor  myself- 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Poynton)  put- 
That  after  fhe  words  "ao  per  cent.,"  pan> 
graph  B,   the  words  "  and  on  and  after  aolh 
Xovember.  1907,  per  ton  (General  Tariff),  aofc," 
be  inserted. 


The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes 
Noes 


3> 
22 


Questicm  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative; 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

Colonel  Foxton. — I  desire  to  state,  by 
way  of  personal  explanaticvi,  that  during 
the  division  immediately  prior  to  the  one 
just  taken  I  entered  the  chamber  during 
the  ringing  of  the  bells,  and  seated  myself 
on  the  right  of  the  Chairman.  Just  before 
you  ordered  the  doors  to  be  locked,  sir,  it 
was  intimated  to  me  by  the  hcxiorable  mem- 
Iwr  for  Lang  tiiat  I  had  been  paired  with 
the  honorable  member  for  Newcastle.  There 
upon  I  jMoceeded  to  enter  <Mie  of  the  seats 
railed  off  irom  those  occupied  by  honorable 
members.  While  I  was  in  the  act  of  doing 
so  I  observed  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Newcastle  was  in  his  place.  The 
tellers  did  not  recwd  my  vote  on  the 
ground  that  I  was  not  strictly  speaking 
within  the  diamber.  I  make  tma  ^lana- 
ivxi  in  otdct  that  it  may  be  rectx-ded  to 
explain  the  absence  of  my  name  from  the 
division  list. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Of  course  I  accept 
^orable  member's  explanation.  I 
ider  the  impression  that  he  was  out- 


Majtmty 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 

Bamford,  F.  W. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Brown,  Thomas 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  R. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Fisher,  A. 
Forrest,  Sir  J. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Frazcr,  C.  E. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 


Carr,  E.  S. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hutchlsm,  1. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N 
Mathews,  J. 
Mauger,  S. 


Ates. 


Haiper,  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Hughes,  W.  U. 
Knox,  W. 
Liddcll,  F. 
Livingston,  J. 
Mabon,  H. 
Page.  J. 
Foynton,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers: 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 


No». 


Dia 


McDougall,  J.  K. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Sampson,  S. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
•Wise,  G.  H. 

^  TelleA^ 
Cook.  Hnme 
O'Malley,  King 
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PAIBS. 


Smith,  Brace 
Pahncr,  A.  C. 

Reid,  G.  H. 
Gljnn.  P.  McM. 
Wilson.  I.  G. 
Kelly.  W.  H. 
HcWilhimi,  W.  ]. 
Willis,  Henry 


Salmon,  C.  C. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Cioucli,  R.  A. 

Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Webfter,  W. 

Foster.  F.  J, 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Povnton)  agreed 

That  after  the  words  "15  per  cent.,"  par*- 
fnph  a,  the  words  "and  on  and  after  35th 
November.  1907,  per   ton   (United  Kingdom), 

101.."  be  added. 
Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Postponed  item  147.  Mangles,  Ctothei 
Wringers,  and  Washing  Machines,  n.e.i.,  ad 
Til.  (General  Tariff).  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[3-50].— I  hope  that,  notwithstanding  the 
mangling  which  the  Government  have  just, 
nerved,  the  Committee  will  pass  by  the 
poor  washerwoman  in '  the  imposition  of 
taxation.    I  move — 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  36th  No- 
fember,  1907.  ftd  val.  (United  Kingdom),  la^ 
pel  cent.,"  be  added. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
niret)  [3.52]. — I  would  point  out  to  hon- 
orable members  that  last  year  our  imports 
of  these  machines  from  Great  Britain  were 
of  the  value  of  j^2,6oo,  whilst  those  from 
other  parts  were  of  the  value  of  j£6, 520. 
The  protectionist  section  of  the  Tariff  Gxn* 
misrioa  recommended  that  the  duty  should 
be  20  per  cent,  without  a  preference. 

Question  put.    The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


30 

22 


Majcvtty 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Brown,  Thomas 
Catu,  J.  H. 
Cook,  Josenh. 
''dwuds,  R. 
Faiibaim,  G. 
Fiiher,  A. 
Fonest,  Sir  John 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Fraier,  C.  E, 
Fsller,  G.  W. 
Ffih,  Sir  Philip 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
HigEes,  W.  M. 
Jobioo,  W.  E. 


Ans. 


Knox.  W. 
LivingstcHi,  J. 
Mahon,  H. 
Poynton,  A. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Sampson,  S. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Thomas.  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wstkins,  D. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers: 
Atkinson,  E.  W. 
Uddell,  F. 


Bamforci,  F.  W. 
Carr,  E.  S 
Chanter.  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Atutin 
Coon,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Groom,  L.  £. 
Harper,  R. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Lyne.  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 


NOES. 

I  Mathews,  J. 
Maugei,  S. 
McDoug)!!.  J.  K. 
O'Malley,  King 
Page.  J. 
Storrer,  D. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Wise.  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Cook.  Hume 
Thomson,  John 

PAUS. 

Salmon,  C.  C. 
Watson.  J.  C. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Webster.  W. 
Foster,  F.  J. 


Smith,  Bruce 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
WUion,  I.  G. 
Kelly,  H. 
McWillioms,  W.  1. 
Willis,  Henry 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Postponed  item  148.  Agricultural,  Horticul* 
tural,  and  Viticultural  Machinery  and  Imple- 
ments, n.e.i.;  including  Canc'loaders  on  wheels; 
Channel -making  Graders;  Feed  Grinders;  Gar- 
den and  Field  Spraying  Machines ;  Garden  and 
Field  Rollers ;  Garden  Hose  Reels ;  Garden 
Syringes;  Horse  Road  Rollers  and  Machines; 
Lawn  Mowers,  Sweepers  and  Sprmklers;  Road- 
making  Ploughs ;  Road  Scoops  and  Scrapers ; 
Scoops;  Stump  Extractors,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff),  20  per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM   LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 

surer)  [4.0]. — I  move- 
That  the  words  "cane  loaders  on  wheels; 

channel-making  graders,"  be  left  out. 

At  a  later  stage  I  shall  move  to  embody 
"  cane  loaders  on  wheels  "  and  "  channel - 
making  graders  "  in  item  155. 

Mr.  Batchelok. — At  whose  instance  is 
the  Treasurer  taking  this  step? 
.  Sir  WILUAM  LYNE.— It  is  a  recom- 
mendation of  the  Department  in  the  re- 
arrangement of  the  items. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [4.2].— I  wish 
to  know  what  there  is  about  a  cane  loader 
which  renders  its  manufacttu-e  in  the  Com- 
monwealth impracticable.  If  the  mining 
industry  is  to  be  taxed  up  to  the  hilt  I 
should  like  to  know  why  the  sugar  industry 
— which  is  already  receiving  a  big  subsidy 
from  the  funds  of  the  Commonwealth  in 
addition  to  a  protective  duty — should  be 
lelieved  from  taxation. 

Mr.  Fisher. — The  industry  receives  a 
protection  of  j£s  per  ton. 

Mr.  MAHON— The  honorable  member 
was  disposed  to  dtei«F€#ar'4dd^§ra»  ago. 
Why    should  a  mere  revenue  duty  be 


6860 


Ttiriff       [REPRESENTATIVES.]  {Agricubura!,  ific,  JfacAtiiery). 


collected  upon  this  machine  whilst  a  high 
protective  duty  is  imposed  upcHi  other  ma- 
chines ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  wish  that  in  all 
his  votes  the  honorable  member  would  give 
effect  to  the  principle  which  he  is  now  ad- 
vocating. 

Mr.  MAHON. — I  am  prepared  in  all 
my  votes  to  extend  equal  consideration  to 
the  States.  But  I  am  not  willing  to 
make  an  exemption  in  favour  of  one  State 
as  the  Treasurer  proposes  to  do.  He 
knows  perfectly  well  that  these  cane 
loaders  are  used  only  in  Queensland. 

Mr.  Archer. — Is  that  the  trouble? 
*  Mr.  MAHON.— The  representatives  of 
that  State  have  already  tasted  blood,  and 
naturally  tfiey  want  more  of  it.  They 
have  secured  a  bounty  upon  the  production 
of  sugar,  and  they  have  also  gained  an  ad- 
\antage  under  the  new  mail  contract. 
Now  they  want  riiore.  Of  course,  we  all 
know  that  an  appetite  grows  by  what  it 
feeds  on,  and  I  do  not  blame  them  for 
compelling  the  Treasurer  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet  to  make  an  exception  in  favour  of 
these  machines.  Why  should  the  sugar- 
growers  receive  different  treatment  from 
that  which  is  extended  to  the  miners  and 
producers  of  the  Commonwealth?  It  is 
idle  for  the  Treasurer  to  urge  that  the 
Department  has  effected  a  re-arrangement 
of  these  articles.  Who  has  apfwoached 
the  Department?  Seeing;  that  cane  loaders 
on  wheels  are  included  in  this  item,  what 
has  happened  to  warrant  their  removal  ? 
1  shall  resist  the  Government  proposal, 
and,  if  necessary,  I  shall  divide  the  Com- 
mittee UpCKl  it 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [4.7]. — I  am  much  obliged  to  the 
honorable  member  for  his  little  lecture.  I 
may  inform  him  that  nobody  has  approached 
either  the  Department  or  myself  in  refer- 
ence to  this  matter.  Upwi  more  than 
one  occasion  I  have  told  the  Cnnmittee 
that  I  intended  to  re-arrange  the  items  re- 
lating to  machinery  with  a  view  to  reduc- 
ing the  duties  upon  those  articles  which 
are  not  likely  to  be  made  in  the  Common- 
wealth. I  have  done  that.  I  instructed 
the  Department  to  consult  two  exerts 
— professicMial  men — as  to  the  articles 
which  could  be  and  were  being  made 
locallv.  The  report  of  one  of  these  gentle- 
men is  that  this  class  of  cane  loader  is 
not  made  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  not 
likely  to  be. 

Mr.  Archer. — It  is  patented. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.— Yes.  It  is 
the  patent  which  prevents  it  frtma  being 
manufactured  in  the  Commonwealth,  and 
that  is  the  reasai  why  I  propose  that  it 
should  be  subjected  to  a  lower  rate  of  dut>'. 
But  for  the  fact  that  it  is  patented  it  could 
be  made  here. 

Mr.  Mathews. — ^Then  we  ought  not 
to  grant  patents  to  any  .article  unless  it  is 
hiade  here. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— We  have  a 
patent  law  in  operation  with  which  I '  am 
not  in  agreement.  I  regret  that  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Coolgardie  should  have 
almost  cast  aspersitms  upwi  me.  If  these 
articles  could  be  made  locally  I  should 
fight  for  a  protective  duty  wpoa  them. 
One  of  the  gentlemm  to  whom  I  have  re- 
ferred is  an  ofiRciai  in  the  Customs  Depart- 
ment, and  the  other  expert  is  connected 
with  the  Melbourne  University. 

Mr.  BAMFORD  (Herbert)  [4.10].— Th^ 
warmth  which  has  been  introduced  into 
.this  debate  is  quite  unnecessary.  As  th^ 
Treasurer  appears,  to  have  such  an  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  these  cane  loaders  ori 
wheels.  I  should  like  to  know  what  thev 
are.  Certainly  I  do  not  know.  I  have 
never  seen  a  cane  loader  which  could  not 
be  made  by  any  rough  carpenter  and  black- 
smith. As  for  the  articles  being  patented, 
the  statement  is  an  utter  absurdity.  I  pre- 
sume that  the  channel  grader  is  something 
like  a  magnified  plough,  and,  if  so,  I  do 
not  know  why  it  should  be  admitted  free. 
J  shall  certainly  vote  with  the  member  for 
Coolgardie  in  favour  of  retaining  both 
these  articles  in  this  item, 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN  <Indi)  U-ti].— 
I  hold  in  mv  hand  the  following  letter,  a 
t»py  of  which  has  been  forwarded  to  the 
Treasurer — 

With  reference  to  item  148,  Division  VI.  of 
Customs  and  Excise  Tariff,  viz.,  agriculUiral, 
horticttUural,  and  viticultural  macbmery  and 
implements,  n.e.i.,  which  includes  channel-mak- 
ing graders,  horse  road  TolleiB  and  machines, 
rond-making  ploughs,  road  scoops  and  scrapers, 
scoops,  dutiable  at  20  per  cent,  ad  val.,  we, 
the  undersigned,  at  the  request  of  Carolin 
Machinery  and  Furaishine  Company,  have  ez> 
amined  partg  of  the  above-mentioned  imple- 
ments, and  we  submit  that,  tmder  present  con* 
ditions,  they  cannot  be  manufactured  within 
the  Commonwealth,  and  owing  to  the  very 
limited  demand  for  any  of  the  above  goods  in 
Austrulia,  we  would  not,  and  believe  no  other 
manufacturer  would,  go  to  the  expense  (which 
would  be  enormous)  of  obtaining  the  necessary 
appliances  and  machinery  for  the  construction 
of  these  goods.  Any  du^  placed  on  the  above- 
mentioned  implements  would^^ta^Jic^jol  mnj 
benefit  to  any  <me  Sigittleei  t^AnUdtti^Hi^j  but. 
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OT  Uw  oootni7i  will  increase  Uie  coit  of  forma- 
tHO  and  nwiateaaace  of  our  conatry  roadi,  thus 
..jaiag  10  the  hardships  of  our  settlers.  We 
mif  add  that  we  do  not  deure  anjr  duty  to  be 
placed  on  any  of  these  implemeots  ox  ma- 
chines nor  parts  thereof. 

Mr.  Storrek. — ^Are  the  signatwies  to  the 
letter  manufacturers  or  importers? 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN.— They  are 
manufacturers  who  built  up  their  industries 
under  the  old  protective  policy  of  Victoria. 
Iliey  distinctly  affirm  that  they  do  not  de- 
ure any  alteration  in  the  c^d  rate  of  duty. 
All  along  the  line  the  Treasurer  has  taxed 
the  primarv  producers.  I  hold  that  the 
agricultural,  horticultural,  and  viticultural 
pursuits  are  already  sufficiently  taxed. 
Even  the  protectionist  secticai  of  the  Tariff 
Coaunission  only  recommended  a  duty  of 
1 2^  per  cent,  upon  these  articles.  I  would 
further  point  out  that  under  the  old 
rate,  of  duty  they  yielded  a  revenue  of 
£2i,i&S-  It  is  now  proposed  to  impose 
a  duty  of  zo  per  cent.  If  an  amendment 
to  that  ^ect  hu  not  already  beat  moved, 
I  am  prepared  to  move  that  the  articles 
in  item  148  should  remain  dutiable  at  12^ 
pa  cent.,  the  rate  fixed  undo*  the  old 
Tariff,  and  recommended  by  the  Tariff 
Conunission. 

Mr.  FOWLER  (Perth)  [4.15].— The 
Treisorer  has  been  very  ready  to  infoim 
the  Committee  that  the  cane-loader  cannot 
be  made  in  Australia  because  it  is  patented. 
Horn  often  has  the  honorable  gentleman 
insisted  that  other  patented  articles  also- 
lately  necessary  in  industries  that  derive 
no  benefit  from  protecticm  ought  to  be 
made  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  that  the 
patentees  should  be  compelled  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  their  manufacture  here? 
When  we  dealt  with  high-class  watCT-tube 
bnlers  used  in  connexion  with  mining,  and 
a  statetnent  was  made  that  they  were  not 
made  in  Australia  because  they  were 
patented,  the  honorable  gentleman  said, 
"Let  us  put  duties  on  and  compel  the 
patentees  to  make  arruigements  tmder 
which  they  can  be  made  in  Australia." 
Now,  when  we  come  to  deal  with  a  ccwo- 
paratirely  simjJe  implement,  which  appears 
to  be  in  limited  demand,  we  are  told  that 
it  should  be  admitted  free,  because,  being 
patented,  it  cannot  be  made  in  Australia. 
It  was  the  occurrence  of  Just  such  instances 
as  this  in  the  ocmnderation  of  the  first 
Tariff  that  compelled  the  free-trade  section 
of  the  Commission  to  reonnmCTd.  as  far  as 
poo^Ue,  a  onifofm  duty  on  all  importa- 
tions of  this  kind,  so  that  one  industry 


should  not  be  allowed  to  escape  taxation, 
whilst  another  was  heavily  taxed  to  make 
up  the  8lK»ta|^  of  revenue.  It  would  be 
a  thousand  tunes  better,  in  the  interests 
of  a  conustent  system  of  protection,  as  well 
as  in  the  interests  of  the  country  gaieralh-, 
that  the  Government  should  set  aside  these 
exceptions,  roost  of  which  are  absolutely 
absurd  and  unjustified,  and  propose  a 
reas(xiable  uniform  duty  which  would  give 
a  certain  amount  of  encouragement  to  en- 
gineering here,  while  it  would  not  operate 
as  a  handicap  upon  those  larger  industries 
up(Hi  which  engineering  must  depend  for 
ito  existence. 

Mr.  ARCHER  (Capricomia)  [4.18].— 
I  wish  again  to  direct  the  attenti(m  of  the 
Treasurer  to  the  tetter  from  the  Caiolin 
Madiinery  and  Furnishing  Company, 
which  was  referred  to  by  the  hoxvabie 
member  for  Indi  I  propose  to  read  the 
letter  in  full. 

Mr.  Tudor. — Is  the  honorable  member 
objecting  to  the  proposal  to  fix  a  lower 
dutv  on  cane  loaders? 

Mr.  ARCHER.— I  am  not,  but  I  think 
there  are  some  other  articles  In  this  item 
on  which  the  duty  should  also  be  lower 
thaa  that  proposed.  This  is  the  letter 
which  I  wish  to  read — 

With  reference  to  item  148,  Divisioii  VI.  of 
Customs  and  Excise  Tariff,  viz..  Agricultural. 
Horticultural,  and  Viticultural  machinery  and 
implements,  n.e.i.,  which  includes  chaanel-mak- 

ioc  graders — 

The  honor£j>ie  member  for  Herbert  said 
he  did  not  know  what  graders  were.  I 
can  inform  him  that  they  are  largely  used 
in  all  our  development  work. 

Mr.  TuDOs. — ^The  honorable  member 
said  he  did  not  know  what  cane-loaders 
were 

Mr.  ARCHER.— The  honorable  member 
for  Herbert  must  have  seen  cane-loaders 
used  in  the  sugar  mills.  The  channel 
graders  referred  to  are  used  for  embank- 
ment work  in  railway  and  road-making. 
The  letter  continues — 

which  includes  channel -making  graders,  horse 
road-ToUers  and  machines,  road-making  ploughs, 
road  scoopi  and  scrapers,  scoops  dutiable  at  20 
per  cent,  ad  valorem,  we,  the  undersigned,  at 
the  request  of  the  CaroHn  Machinery  and  Fur- 
nishing Co.,  have  examined  parts  of  the  above- 
mentioned  impiemcnls,  and  we  submit  that 
under  present  conditions  they  cannot  be  manu- 
factured within  the  Commonwealth,  and,  owing 
to  the  very  limited  demand  for  any  of  the 
above  goods  in  Australia,  we  would  not,  and 
we  believe  no  other  manufacturer  would,  go 
to  the  expense  (which  would  be  enormous)  of 
obtaining  the  necessary  apptbocea.  Jtid  ma- 
chinery for  the  cmiitaiitK^ttv 
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Any  duty  placed  on  the  above-mentioned  im- 
plements would  not  be  of  any  benefit  to  any 
one  in  the  Commonwealth,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
will  increase  the  cost  of  formation  and  main- 
tenance of  our  country  roads,  thus  adding  to  th^ 
hardships  of  our  settlers. 

We  may  add  that  we  do  not  desire  an^  duty 
to  be  placed  on  any  of  these  implements  or 
machines  nor  parts  thereof. 

Yours  truly, 
Chaslks   H.   Smith,   Steelfounder,  Bruns- 
wick. 

A.  ROBESTs  AND  SONS,  Engineers,  Bcndigo. 
A.  Harkness  and  Co.,  Engineers,  Bendigo. 
T.  Robinson  and  Co.  Propy.  Ltd.,  ^mes 

Moore.  Manager^  Melbourne  and  bpots- 

wood. 

Here  we  have  manufacturers  of  these 
articled  in  Victoria  saying  that  the  duty 
proposed  would  be  of  no  use  to  them,  and 
would  only  be  a  tax  on  development  work. 
In  the  circumstances  it  is  fair  to  ask  the 
Treasurer  whether  he  will  not  add  some 
of  these  articles  to  those  which  he  pro- 
poses to  transfer  to  item  155?  I  think 
there  might  be  a  protective  duty  imposed 
on  garden  sprays  and  such  things,  but  I 
do  not  see  why  we  should  impose  a  duty 
of  20  per  cent,  on  ordinary  agricultural 
implements  when  a  duty  of  12^  per  cent 
has  already  proved  effective. 

Mr.  Page. — Does  the  honorable  member 
mean  to  say  that  we  cannot  make  channel 
graders  here? 

Mr.  ARCHER.— No;  what  I  say  is  that 
manufacturers  in  Victoria  have  said  that 
they  do  not  require  the  duty. 

Mr.  Page. — I  have  seen  one  of  the  best 
bore-channel  graders  that  could  be  possibly 
be  made  at  work  in  Western  Queensland, 
and  it  was  made  in  South  Australia. 

Mr.  ARCHER. — The  manufacturers 
whose  names  are  attached  to  the  letter 
which  I  have  read  say  that  the  duty  is  not 
required. 

Mr.  Fowler. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber suggest  that  they  represent  the  whole 
of  the  Victorian  engineering  firms  ?  They 
represent  only  three  small  firm?. 

Mr.  ARCHER. — I  quote  them  as  manu- 
facturers who  say  that  these  duties  are  of 
no  use  to  them ;  and  I  ask  why  we  should 
impose  duties  vpoa  articles  which  are  so 
necessary  to  our  developmental  work? 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Varra)  [4.25].— The 
Treasurer  has  expressed  his  intenti<Mi  to  put 
cane  loaders  on  wheels  and  channel-making 
graders  practically  on  the  free  list.  I  shall 
vote  against  any  such  proposal.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Herbert,  who  is  as 
much  interested  in  th;  sugar  industry  as 
any  h<xiorable  member  on  the  otb^  side 


can  claim  to  be,  has  said  distinctly  that 
these  cane  loaders,  or  untoaders  as,  I  be- 
lieve, they  should  be  called,  can  easily  be 
made  in  the  Commoawealth. 

Mr.  Page. — PeiAiaps  they  are  like  the 
glue-pots. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  honorable  member 
reminds  me  of  an  amendment  mov^d  by 
Senator  McCoU  in  the  last  TarifiF,  to  the 
effect  that  three-leg^d  glue-pots  should 
be  admitted  free,  vfe  nave  bem  ^ven, 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Capri- 
oomia,  the  opinion  of  people  who 
are  not  engaged  in  making  these  ar- 
ticles, and  who  if  asked  to  make  them 
would  expect  a  special  price.  If  the  cane- 
growers  of  Queensland  were  asked  to  quote 
a  price  for  potatoes,  they  would  quote  a 
special  price,  because  they  do  not  grow 
potatoes.  '  I  hope  the  Minister  will  re- 
consider his  amendment,  in  view  of  the 
speech  made  by  the  hiMiOTable  member  for 
Herbert,  who  told  us  that  any  bush  car- 
penter could  make  the  articles  referred  to. 
I  voted  for  the  protection  given  to  the 
sugar  industry  amounting  to  50  per  cent., 
and  would  do  so  again,  but  I  agree  with 
the  honorable  memrar  fen-  Coolgardie  that 
that  industry  has  been  treated  very-  fairly. 
Those  engaged  in  it  could  not  expect  that 
they  should  be  allowed  to  get  everything 
they  required  duty  free,  whilst  a  practically 
prohibitive  tax  is  imposed  on  the  article 
which  they  themselves  produce. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [4.28]. — In  view 
of  the  amendment  he  now  proposes,  it  is 
amusing  to  recall  the  fact  that  when  we 
were  discussing  the  pr(^x»ed  dut>'  on 
galvanized  ircxi,  the  Ministei*  put  his  back 
up,  and  said  that  he  would  fight  for  it 
to  the  very  la^.  As  I  interjected  during 
the  speech  of  the  h(MiorabIe  member  fcx' 
Yarra,  I  am  reminded  by  the  present  pro- 
posal of  an  amendment  moved  by  the  then 
honorable  member  for  Echuca,  now  Senator 
McColl,  who  desired  that  three-legged 
glue-pots  should  be  admitted  free. 

Mr.  Fowler. — It  was  glue-pots  and 
three-legged  pots. 

Mr.  PAGE.— That  was  better  still.  THe 
suggestion  was  that  in  this  country  we 
could  not  manufacture  glue-pots  or  three- 
legged  pots.  With  le^ard  to  diannel- 
graders,  I  can  bear  testimony  to  the  fact 
that  ol  d  M  r.  Cudmore  sent  up  a 
channel -grader  made  in  South  Australia 
to  Tara  Station,  which  is  owned  by  the 
Cudmores,  and  it  proved  to  be  one 
of  the  best  ever  made,  and  the  fore- 
runner  of   many   similar  ^.^Kiadeis  Im- 
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pealed  to  Western  Queensland.  Channel- 

?ader3  are  being  made  by  Bums  and 
wiggt  of  Rockhampton ;  some  of  their 
makes  are  in  use  at  Barcaldine  Station, 
and  at  Northampton  Station  there  are  some 
made  by  the  Austral  Otis  Company,  of 
lidbouine.  If  honorable  members  are  dis- 
posed to  give  a  protectionist  vote,  I  can 
see  no  reason  why  they  should  place  on  the 
free  list  an  implement  which  can  be  made 
boe. 

Mr,  AaCHER. — The  question  is  whether 
the  duty  requires  to  be  higher  than  under 
the  present  Tariff. 

Mr.  PAGE.— I  understood  that  the  Trea- 
surer had  said  that  he  proposed  to  make 
these  articles  free. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  said  10  per  cent. 

Mr.  PAGE. — If  the  Treasurer  sticks  to 
his  Tariff,  he  will  not  go  far  wrong. 

Sir  WiLUAiK  Ltnb. — I  do  not  Imow 
where  I  should  be  if  I  got  a  few  votM 
like  the  one  takm  just  now. 

Mr.  PAGE. — Does  the  Treasurer  think 
he  is  gcHng  to  have  it  all  his  own  way  ?  If 
he  6oes,  what  is  the  use  of  responsible 
Government,  or  of  members  coming  here 
from  constituencies  all  over  Australia?  If 
he  sticks  to  his  text,  he  can  <xily  at  the 
vast,  go  down  on  it.  These  graders  can 
be  made  in  Rockhampton,  and  I  am  sure 
that  they  can  be  made  at  Walker's,  Limited, 
Maryborough.  Where  have  the  cane 
knders  on  wheels  been  obtained  from  up 
till  now? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  8upp(»e  they  have 
been  imported. 

Mr.  PAGE.— They  are  only  little 
Cnxks.  You,  Mr.  Chairman,  have  seen 
them  scores  of  times.  I  have  seen  young- 
sten  in  Melbourne  running  trucks  about  on 
four  wheels,  exactly  similar  to  a  cane 
loader. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Let  the  honorable 
member  move  that  cane  loaders  should  be 
dutiable. 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  cannot  move  for  in- 
ceased  duties.  That  is  the  Treasurer's 
bnaness.  If  the  Treasurer  will  stic^  to 
what  be  originally  said,  I  will  support  him. 
With  F^ard  to  any  article  that  can  be 
made  here  on  unionist  lines,  I  am  gcring  to 
Hipport  the  Government  every  time. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Could  not  mangles  be 
nude  here? 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  voted  for  a  duty  on 
oungles.  Cormgated  iron  can  be  made 
here,  too,  but  the  black  sheet  inm  is  not 
nude  here.  I  will  vote  for  protection  for 
Australian  curugated  iron  when  it  is  made 


out  of  Australian  ore.  Wilt  the  Treasurer 
tell  me  before  I  vote,  why  he  wants  to  put 
these  articles  in  another  item. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  have  already  told 
the  Oxnmittee.  I  am  advised  that  there  is 
one  madiine  which  is  a  patent.  There 
may  be  a  number  of  <^ers  that  can  be 
made  here. 

Mr.  PAGE.— The  Treaswm*  proposes 
to  let  all  these  madunes  in  free  from  the 
United  Kingdom  under  item  155,  because 
one  of  them  is  a  patait.  Cane  loaders  on 
wheels  are  like  the  frames  used  on  the 
railways  for  carrying  rails  from  the  truck 
to  the  head  of  the  road.  They  ccnsist  of 
four  wheels  running  on  a  tram-line,  two 
axles,  which  are  on  two  clips,  the 
platf(»m  being  of  wood,  with  pieces 
fastened  on  to  keep  the  cane  from  falling 
off.  Where  does  the  patent  come  in  there? 
This  bears  out  what  the  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta  and  the  honorable  member 
for  Lang  have  told  the  Treasurer  over 
and  over  again — that  the  Tariff  is  framed 
in  such  a  haphazard  way  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  does  not  know  what  he  is 
doing.  He  allows  his  leg  to  be  pulled  in 
order  to  put  oa  the  free  list  two  articles 
that  are  capable  of  being  manufactiired  at 
any  workshop  in  Austr^ia.  I  hope  the 
Treasurer  wilt  reconsider  his  proposal,  and 
allow  the  two  items  to  remain  as  they  stand 
in  the  Tariff. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  <Bendigo)  U-asl.— 
I  desire  to  call  the  attenti<xi  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  a  more  impcvtant  matter  than  the 
mere  proposal  to  eliminate  cane  loaders  on 
wheels  and  channel  making  graders  from 
the  item. 

Mr.  Fowler. — There  is  a  most  impor- 
tant principle  involved. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  see  no  reason 
why  they  should  be  deleted,  but  that  is  a 
trifling  matter  compared  with  the  proposed 
increase  in  the  duty  from  12J  per  omt.  to 
20  per  cCTt  The  protecticwiist  section  of 
the  riaflff  Commission,  whose  report  I 
signed,  divided  the  tnoposed  duties  upon 
agricultural  implements  into  groups.  'Tbe 
first  included  such  machines  as  stripper- 
harvesters  and  stump-jump  ploughs,  on 
which  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  was  pro- 
posed. The  second  group  included  other 
ploughs,  harrows,  cultivators,  and  chaff- 
cutters,  upon  which  we  proposed  a  20  per 
cent.  duty.  The  third  group  included  the 
lighter  and  less  expensive  implements  and 
articles,  n.e.i.,  upon  whidy^^e  proposed 
12I  per  cent  [}jii>zedj)i^s3iPCigri^us- 
tralia,    so    far    as    I    can  remember. 
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proposed  that  the  duty  on  the  group 
of  articles  included  in  item  1 48 
should  be  raised  from  the  old  rate  of  12^ 
per  cent,  to  the  proposed  rate  of  20  per 
cent.  I  challenge  any  one  to  put  his  finger 
upon  a  line  in  the  whole  mass  of  evidence 
given  before  the  Commission  showing  that 
there  was  any  reason  or  justificati<»  fot  in- 
creasing the  duty  in  that  way  upon  this 
group  of  minor  articles.  The  conclusion 
was  therefore  axxived  at  by  myself  and 
my  colleagues  Senator  Hi^i  Senator 
McGregor,  and  Mr.  Frank  Clarke  that 
there  was  no  reason  or  justification  for  in- 
creasing the  duties  upon  them,  and  we 
accordingly  recommended  that  they  should 
remain  at  the  old  rate. 

Mr.  Cask. — For  revenue  purposes? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— No;  the  dutv  had 
a  certain  protective  incidence.  At  any 
rate,  no  complaint  was  made  by  the  manu- 
facturers, and  we  received  no  request  for 
an  increase. 

Mr.  Fkazeb. — Nearly  all  these  articles 
are  made  here  at  present. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Whether  tbey  are 
or  not,  I  am  dealing  now  with  applica- 
tions and  requests  made  and  evidence  sub- 
mitted to  the  Commission. 

Mr.  Tudor.— Cannot  we  deal  with  that 
point  after  we  have  dealt  with  theprc^xxal 
to  omit  these  particular  articles? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  two  things 
are,  to  some  extent,  bound  up  together,  but 
af^  all,  what  the  honorable  member  re- 
fers to  is  a  minor  question.  I  am  a  strong 
protectionist,  but  I  will  not  go  in  for  pro- 
tection except  upon  articles  <x  machines 
up(Mi  which  we  have  been  called  upon  to 
make  recommendations  for  increased  duties, 
and  with  respect  to  which  there  is  a 
reasonable  justification  for  such  increase. 
On  certain  items,  I  have  voted  as  strongly 
for  protection  as  has  any  man  in  this  Com- 
mittee, but  I  shall  not  go  strongly  for  it 
unless  there  is  a  justification  for  it. 

Sir  WiLUAic  Lyne. — Why  did  the  hon- 
<x-able  member  recommend  a  25  per  cent, 
duty  on  wire-netting? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  thought  the 
justification  was  strong;  but  when  there  is 
TK>  evidence  justifying  an  increase,  I  shall 
not  go  strongly  for  it.  There  is  nothing 
to  justify  the  increase  of  duties  from  12J 
per  cent,  to  20  per  cent  upon  this  group 
of  minor  articles,  and  I  intend  to  vote 
straight  against  it.  Road-making  ploughs, 
road  scoops,  and  scrapers  are  not  made 
in  Australia,  and  I  admit  that  on  them  a 
13^        cent  duty  is  a  revenue  duty. 


There  is,  therefore,  no  justification  for  an 
increase  of  duty  in  that  case.  All  the 
protectionist  members  of  the  Commission 
recommended  that  the  12^  per  cent,  duties 
should  remain  unaltered.  Protecticxiists 
are  going  out  of  their  way  needlessly  to 
burd^  the  cause  of  protection  by  propos- 
ing a  large  number  of  increases  which  are 
merely  irritating,  unnecessaiy,  and  unjus- 
tifiable. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Llanecoorie)  [4.40].— It 
would  be  better  to  settle  first  the  question 
of  deleting  from  this  item  the  two  ar- 
ticles proposed.  But  I  am  prepared  to 
join  issue  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Bendigo  with  regard  to  the  statement  he 
has  made  ccmcerning  these  matters  gener- 
ally. The  honorable  member  proposed  a 
general  Tariff  operating  against  all  coun- 
tries outside  Australia,  but  we  have  before 
us  also  a  preferential  Tari£F.  I  shall  be 
prepared  to  see  a  dutv  of  I2|  per  cent,  in- 
serted in  the  United  Kingdom  cdumn,  but 
I  shall  not  be  prepared  to  forego  a  duty 
of  20  per  cent,  against  the  foreigi»er. 

Mr.  Archer. — What  is  the  good  of  that 
when  a  number  of  these  things  are  patents? 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  honorable  member 
has  dcHie  remarkably  well  for  his  State. 
It  looks  very  like  ingratitude  for  him  to 
be  harassing'the  Treasurer  in  the  wa^  be  is 
doing.  There  is  no  more  difficult  thing  for 
a  true  protecti<xiist  to  justify  than  voting 
for  revenue  duties.  I  am  tired  of  doing 
it,  and  am  not  prepared  to  do  it  to  any 
extent  in  the  future.  What  I  am  sent  here 
to  do  is  to  secure  proper  protection  for 
Australian  industries,  -and  not  to  obtain 
large  sums  of  money  for  the  general  re- 
venue in  order  that  they  may  be  Randed 
over  to  the  States.  The  name  of  protec- 
ti«i  has  been  made  responsible  for  very 
much  more  than  it  deserves,  and  much  more 
than  those  who  advocate  it  desire.  The 
honorable  member  for  Bendigo  was  scarcely 
fair  to  the  Treasurer  in  his  remarks. 
Manv  of  the  articles  included  in  this  item 
partake  largely  of  the  character  of 
machinery. 

Mr.  Pace. — What  machinery  is  there  in 
a  channel-making  grader? 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  will  tell  the  honor- 
able member  f<M-  Maranoa  something  about 
cane  loaders  that  apparently  he  did  r»ot 
know  when  he  spoke.  I  have  never  seen 
them,  but  I  am  assured  that  they  consist 
not  only  of  four  wheels  jvid  a  ^atform. 
but  also  of  a  cxalxiz^i^dhvCMlllgLe  mall 
crane. 
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Mr.  Page. — Cannot  we  make  crab 
winches  and  cranes  in  Australia? 

Mr.  SALMON.— We  make  capital 
winches  in  Victona.  I  quite  agree  with 
tbe  hoDOTable  member  f<»-  Maranoa  with 
r^rd  to  the  magnificent  ironwOTks  of 
Walker's  Limited,  at  Maryborough.  I 
have  seen  them,  and  regard  them  as  a 
credit  to  Australia,  and  to  the  protective 
pcrficy  of  Queensland  under  whidi  they  were 
established.  They  are  evidence  of  the 
benefits  whidi  have  accrued  to  Queensland 
from  the  policy  of  protection.  Many  of 
these  machines  can  be  made,  and  I  should 
like  to  see  them  made,  here.  Therefore 
I  shall  support  the  proposed  duty.  I  do 
not  feel  disposed  to  vote  for  revenue  duties 
unless  they  are  shown  to  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  small  States. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [4.45]- 
—I  am  surprised  at  the  xeason  ^ven  by 
tie  hmorable  member  for  Bendigo  for 
not  supporting  the  prop(»ed  duties.  It  is 
not  Xoag  since  the  honorable  member  i<a 
Path  told  us  ^at  only  three  witnesses 
appeared  before  the  Tariff  Commission  to 
give  evidence  in  respect  to  lead  piping,  and 
that  not  one  of  them  asked  for  an  altera- 
tion of  the  Tariff.  Yet  the  h<xiorabIe 
member  ios  Bendi^  in  that  case  recom- 
mended the  imposition  of  a  duty  of  50s. 
a  toi.  How  does  he  reconcile  that  re- 
commendaticHi  with  his  statement  this  after- 
nxHi  that  he  is  not  going  to  vote  for  rates 
that  have  not  been  asked  for?  Wh^^  Is 
I»c^x>sed  now  is  a  revenue  duty.  I  am 
opposed  to  revenue  duties,  and  will  not 
vote  for  i2\  per  cent  on  any  item.  We 
should  either  give  protecti(xi  to  local  in* 
dostries,  or  aUow  consumers  to  purchase 
in  the  cheapest  market. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — ^Will  the  h(»iorable  mem- 
ber >t>te  for  the  proposal  to  make  these 
rates  lower? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— No.  I  cannot 
understand  why  the  Minister  proposes  to 
itrike  out  cane  loaders. 

Sir  WiixuK  LvNE. — I  do  not  care 
what  is  done  with  them. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  think  that  they 
should  be  dutiable,  because  they  are  simple 
iaventicms,  upcm  whidi  it  will  be  easy 
for  kxal  makers  to  improve.  Then,  too, 
there  should  be  no  difficulty  about  making 
flannel  graders.  We  have,  in  Australia, 
v«kmen  as  skilful  as  any  in  the  world, 
but  we  shall  not  have  very  many  of  them 
ntil  we  give  more  encouragement  to  local 
nanufacturing.  I  wi^  to  see  oar  inven- 
tiie  genius  developed. 


Mr.  WILKS  (Dalle);)  [4.47]— The  hon- 
orable member  for  Hindmar^i — and,  ap- 
parently, the  honorable  member  for  Laane- 
coorie,  too — is  opposed  to  the  proposed 
deletioa  The  former  said  that  as  a  pro- 
tectionist he  objected  to  revenue  duties. 
The  Minister  has  proposed  the  omission  of 
certain  machines,  with  a  view  to  making 
the  duty  aa  them,  if  they  oome  from  ' 
for^gn  countries,  10  per  cent.,  admitting 
them  free  if  from  the  United  Kingdom. 
No  one  will  pretend  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Bendigo,  Senator  McGregor, 
ex-Senator  Higgs,  and  Mr.  Francis  Clarke, 
are  not  protectionists.  They  have  been  re- 
garded as  red-hot  prcrtecticmists.  Yet  they 
thought  duties  of  12J  per  cent,  sufficient 
on  all  these  machines.  I  shall  vote  for 
this  proposal,  not  only  because  it  is  the 
recommendation  of  the  Tariff  Commission, 
but  also  because  cane  loaders  and  channel- 
ling machines  are  very  bulky,  and,  if  im- 
ported, would  })robably  have  to  be  brought 
here  in  parts,  giving  to  our  own  people  uie 
work  or  re-assembhng  them.  I  shall  vote 
for  a  duty  of  i2\  per  cent.,  and  against 
the  proposed  omission. 

Mr,  CARR  (Macquarie)  [4.48].— I  am 
here  as  a  protectionist,  not  as  a  revenue 
Tariffist,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  this  is 
a  revenue  Tariff  proposal.  As  the  revenue 
frcHn  these  items  was  last  year  ;^33,ooo,  it 
is  clear  that  a  duty  of  i2|  per  cent  would 
noli  enqourage  tibeir  manufacture  locally 
to  the  extent  to  which  we  as  nationalists 
wish  it  to  be  encouraged.  We  recognise 
that  without  protection  there  is  little  hope 
of  establishing  manufactures  here,  because 
old  firms  elsewhere  can  always  bring  down 
values,  with  a  view  to  discouraging  local 
competition.  We  must  protect  our  indus- 
tries from  the  machinations  of  foreign 
manufacturers.  Of  course,  we  all  recog- 
nise that  local  manufacturers  may  exploit 
the  local  market.  But  the  Government 
have  definitely  promised  to  bring  in  regu- 
lating measures  to  prevent  such  expkuta- 
ticm,  and  the  public  will  be  against  ex- 
ploitation, and  can  express  its  views  in 
Parliament.  Therefore  we  need  not  be 
timorous  about  venturing  on  a  national 
policy  of  this  sort.  I,  for  one,  am  not. 
If  further  assurance  were  needed,  we  have 
the  statement  of  the  Prime  Minister  that 
if  it  be  found — he  does  not  think  that  it 
will  be  found — unconstitutional  to  pass 
regulating  measures,  the  Tariff  will  have 
to  be  recOTsidered.  I  aoxpt  that  state- 
ment for  what  it  is  wwth.  pur  iwHcv 
proves  to  be  ineffSiltiwS' ^W-wrfg*,*- the 
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public  will  clamour  to  have  it  altered,  and 
I  shall  make  one  to  alter  it.  But  at  the 
present  stdge  of  our  national  existence, 
we  are  justified  in  making  this  effwt  to 
encourage  local  manufactures. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [4.50].— I 
suggest  that  the  ^{inister  should  withdraw 
the  amendment,  so  that  we  may  vote  on 
the  item  as  it  stands.  I  am  prepared  to 
move  tiiat  the  duty  on  goods  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  United  Kingdom  be  izj  per 
cent  The  honorable  member  for  Bendigo 
could  vindicate  his  position  by  voting  for 
a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  against  foreign 
importations,  and  of  12}  per  cent,  against 
British  importations. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[4.52]. — It  is  all  very  well  for  honorable 
members  to  say  that  certain  machines  can 
be  made  here,  but  the  fact  is  that  they 
are  not  made  here. 

Mr.  Page. — I  have  used  them,  and  know 
what  I  am  talking  about.  I  am  as  good 
a  free-trader  a.s  is  the  honorable  member. 
I  love  the  importers  as  much  as  he  does. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  has  been  \'oting  against  them  a 
good  many  times.  While  he  was  away  he 
allowed  himself  to  be  paired  by  a  high 
protectionist,  with  the  result  that  he  was 
pained  with  the  Government  all  the  time. 
I  am  swry  that  he  was  not  here  to  vote 
with  us  a  little  more  often. 

Mr.  Page. — I  am  sorry  that  I  was  away. 
Had  I  been  present,  my  vote  on  one  or 
two  occasions  would  not  have  been  on  the 
side  on  which  I  was  paired. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  informa- 
tion I  have  is  that  the  machines  which  have 
been  alluded  to  are  not  made  in  Australia. 
There  is  not  much  going  on  in  the  indus- 
trial wwld  which  the  Customs  <^ials  of 
Victoria  do  not  know  about.  One  of  my 
objections  to  them  is  that  they  know  a 
little  too  much,  and  put  what  they  know 
into  their  interpretation  of  the  Tariff, 
making  it  highly  protective.  Will  it  not 
be  time  enough  to  impose  duties  when  we 
know  that  madiines  are  being  made  here 
in  sufficient  quantities  to  suit  our  require- 
ments? 

Mr.  Tudor. — If  we  wait  until  then,  we 
shall  never  put  on  duties. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Anything  which 
will  tend  to  lighten  labour  in  the  sugar 
fields  should  be  encouraged.  The  great 
difficulty  is  to  get  the  work  done  there. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Not  this  kind  of  work — 
crushing  and  cutting. 


Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— This  work  U 
equally  laborious  and  disagreeable.  Any- 
thing which  will  enable  white  men  to 
lighten  their  labours  in  the  cane-fields 
should  command  the  sympathy  of  those 
who  believe  in  a  White  Australia.  I  shall 
have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  vc^g  to  have 
the  machines  which  have  been  mentioned 
placed  on  the  free  list 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [4-55].— If  the 
Treasurer  will  postpone  this  item  until  to- 
morrow, I  will  send  an  urgent  telegram 
to  Walkers  Limited,  at  Maryborough, 
asking  them  if  they  can  make  these 
grading  madiines,  ditchers,  and  chan- 
nellers. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  will  not  postpone 
the  item. 

Mr.  PAGE.— That  firm  makes  most  of 
the  machinery  used  in  the  sugar-fields,  and 
I  feel  certain  that  it  can  make  the  machines 
I  have  named.  Channel  graders  were  used 
in  Queensland,  in  the  central  district, 
twelve  or  fifteen  years  ago,  hundreds  of 
miles  of  channelling  being  cut  to  conduct 
water  from  the  bores  to  different  parts  of 
the  runs.  These  graders  came  from  South 
Australia.  Seeing  that  thev  were  made  in 
the  country  then,  I  do  not  know  why  th^ 
cannot  be  made  now. 

Mr.  Salmon. — I  think  that  the  honor- 
able member  is  right  about  the  cane 
Ioad«9. 

5fr.  PAGE. — I  am  positive  that  I  ant 
The  firm  of  Walkers  Limited,  Mary- 
borough, can  make  any  kind  of  irwi  work. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer)  [4.58]. — I  proposed  the  amendment 
because  of  a  report  made  to  me  by  the  de- 
partmental diicers;  I  know  nothing  about 
the  matter  myself.  Still,  I  am  unwilling 
that  the  discussion  should  continue  inter- 
minably, and  I  cannot  consent  to  any  post- 
ponement. Therefore,  I  wish  to  withdraw 
the  amendment,  leaving  honorable  mranbers 
to  take  the  respcmsibility. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  object  to  the 
withdrawal. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Do  I  understand  that 
the  Government  do  not  propose  to  put 
these  machines  on  the  free  list? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  represen- 
tatives of  Queensland  say  that  these  ma- 
chines can  be  made  there.  I  am  not  going 
to  put  them  wi  the  free  list. 

Amendment  negatived. 
Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.0]. — I  move —  ^  I 
That  the  words  '^F^  ^mOP^^Ix  ont. 
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Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — For  what  pur- 
pose? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  sub- 
tnitting  this  amendment  with  a  view  to 
bringing  the  articles  under  a  higher  duty. 
That  Js  what  I  intended  in  the  first  in- 
itanoe. 

Question  —  That    the    words   "  Feed 

Grinders  "  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand 
part  of  item — put.  The  Committee 
divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


Majority 


Aicher,  E.  W. 
BrowD,  Thomas 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  K. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Fjnh,  Sir  Philip 
Liddell,  F. 
Uringston,  J. 


Bamford,   F.  W. 
Browa,  Tilley 
Carr,  E.  S. 
CatU,  J.  H. 
Ckanlrr,  J.  M. 
Chapukan,  Austin 
Coon.  J. 
Dnkio,  A. 
Fisher.  A. 
Forrert,  Sir  John 
Filler.  C.  E. 
Otoom,  L.  K. 
Hedgci.  W.  N. 
Hngbei.  W.  M.  . 
Hutchison,  J. 
Knox,  W. 

Ljme,  Sir  Witliam 
Uahon,  H. 


Reid,  G.  H. 
P»I«er,  A.  C. 
Smith,  Bnsce 
GiTBn.  P.  HcM. 
Wilioo,  J.  G. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Willis,  Henrr 
Foitoo,  Colonel 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Atkinson,  L. 


IS 

35 
20 


Ayes. 


McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Poyntoa,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks,  W,  H. 

Tellen: 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Johnson,  W.  £. 


Noes. 

Maloney,  AV.  ft.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 
M auger,  5. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
O'Malley,  King 
Page,  J. 
Qnick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Wynne,  A. 

TelUn: 
Cook,  Hume 
Wise.  G.  H. 

Paus. 

Ewing,  T.  T. 
Watson.  J.  C. 
Harper,  R. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Webster,  W. 
Hall.  D.  K. 


Question  so  reserved  in  the  negative. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [5.6].— Before 
the  main  questicHi  is  put,  I  wish  it 
to  be  clearly  understood  by  the  Committee 
tiiat  the  last  amendment  for  the  omission 
of  the  words  "  feed  grinders  "  was  moved 
distinctly  by  the  Treasurer  with  the  object 
of  making  these  li^le  to  a  higher  duty. 


Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — He  said  so. 

The  CH  Al  RMAN— The  honorable 
member  will  not  be  in  order  in  reopening 
the  question  which  has  just  been  decided. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  am  quite  satisfied 
that  a  large  number  of  bonwable  memb«s 
thought  that  feed  grinders  were  going  to 
be  included  in  item  155-,  and  that  but  foe 
the  original  statement  which  was  made  to 
the  Committee  the  recent  vote  would  have 
been  different. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order.  The  hon- 
orable member  must  not  debate  the  ques- 
tion which  has  just  been  decided. 

Mr.  POYXTON.— The  question  of  the 
item,  as  amended,  has  not  yet  been  de- 
cided. 

The  CHAIRMAN*.— The  omission  of 
thri  words  "feed  grinders'"  has  be«i  de- 
cided and  cannot  be  further  discussed. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  understand  that 
another  amendment  is  to  be  proposed. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN  (Indi)  [5.9]— 
Under  the  old  Tariff  the  duty  on  the 
articles  embraced  in  this  item  was  laj 
per  cent.     I  move — 

That  after  the  words  "  20  per  cent."  the  words 
"  and  on  and  after  36th  November.  1907,  ad 
val.,  12^  per  cent.,"  be  added. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [5.10].— 
When  I  spoke  on  tliis  question  a  little  while 
ago,  it  was  pointed  out  that  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  implements  embraced  in  this 
item  are  imported  from  the  United  King- 
dom. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Na 

Mr.  SALMON.— That  was  pointed  out 
to  the  Committee,  and  the  honorable  mem- 
ber told  me  so  himself. 

Sir  John  Quick. — That  is  not  correct, 
as  a  number  of  them  come  frcxn  Canada. 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber told  me  that  nearly  the  whole  of  these 
implements  come  frcxn  Great  Britain. 

Sir  John  QtncK. — The  hcnorable  mem- 
ber misunderstood  me. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  am  sorry  that  I  did. 
I  am  acquainted  with  the  majority  of 
these  implements,  and  I  am  under  the 
impresnon  that  some  of  them  axne 
from  Great  Britain.  I  have  used  many 
implements  of  this  kind  wWch  have  been 
made  here.  Most  of  those  that  are  used 
in  Australia  are  made  locally,  and  all  can 
be  made  here.  In  those  circumstances,  I 
do  not  think  that  a  duty  of  20  per  cent, 
is  a  bit  too  high,  more  especially  when  I 
am  prepared  to  ixopose — 9tid  JUttuhk  the 
public  will  be  ^n^^A^Wi^i^^AMVf 
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of  12}  per  cent,  in  the  preferential  Tariff. 
I  think  that  the  h<»K>Table  member  for 
Indi  should  be  satisfied  with  that.  He 
will  gain  nearly  all  he  desires  if  he  con- 
curs in  my  view.  I  hope  that  the  Com- 
mittee will  not  reduce  the  duty  in  the 
General  Tariff  from  20  to  12J  per  cent., 
but  will  be  prepared  to  accept  the  very 
reasonable  comprcxnise  which  is  offered. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [5.12].— 
In  view  of  the  speech  which  has  been  de- 
livered by  the  honorable  member  for  Ben- 
digo,  I  feel  disposed  to  accept  his  opinicm 
in  regard  to  this  item.  He  has  assured  the 
Cfxnmittee  that,  after  an  exhaustive  ex- 
amination of  those  who  use  these  articles, 
no  requests  were  submitted  to  the  Tariff 
Commissi(Hi  for  an  increase  in  the  old  duty, 
and  I  think  th&t  reasons  have  been  ad- 
vanced to  demonstrate  that  very  likely  his 
opinioa  is  a  correct  one.  The  honorable 
member  fot  Laanecoorie  is  evidently  tak- 
ing up  the  attitude  that,  in  his  opinion, 
the  Tariff  in  its  present  fonn  is  not  a  pro- 
tective one. 

Mr.  Salmon. — A  i3|  per  cent,  duty  is 
not  protective. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— With  his  next  breath 
the  hontwable  member  said  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  majority  of  the  imported 
articles  ccme  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  honorable  member 
is  not  quite  correct  I  said  that  I  had 
been  informed  that  most  of  them  come 
from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man led  the  Committee  to  believe  that,  in 
regard  to  the  preferential  Tariff,  he  was 
prepared  to  fall  in  with  that  opinion. 

Mr.  Salmon. — I  propose  to  move  for  a 
duty  of  12  J  i)er  cent. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Then,  in  the  opinion 
of  honorable  members  who  are  de^ous  of 
imposing  these  additional  duties,  a  duty  of 
12^  per  cent,  is  a  revenue  duty,^and 
will  not  give  sufficient  protection,  but  that 
as  long  as  the.  articles  come  from  the 
United  Kingdom  it  does  not  matter. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Out  of  Xi*S2.ooo 
worth,  only  ;^22,ooo  worth  of  these  articles 
come  from  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Very  likely  the  workers 
of  Australia  will  adopt  the  attitude  that 
it  does  not  matter  whether  the  opposition 
comes  from  the  United  Kingdcm,  or 
Canada,  or  America,  if  it  is  going  to  de- 
prive them  of  the  emplov-ment  which  would 
be  occasioned  as  the  result  of  the  local 
manufacture  of  the  implements.    There  is 


no  advantage  to  the  workers  of  this  coun- 
try from  importaticm,  whether  the  goods 
ccxne  frcHn  the  United  Kingdom  or  not. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Let  the  hon(M'able  mem- 
ber vote  for  a  duty  of  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  am  prepared  4o  be 
guided  by  argument;  but  I  think  that  the 
standard  adopted  in  regard  to  this  item 
ought  to  guide  us  in  regard  to  items  which 
are  to  follow-  . 

Sir  William  Lvne. — The  destruction 
of  the  Tariff !  That  is  what  the  horwr- 
able  member  is  bringing  about. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  Treasurer  has  ab- 
solutely no  justification  for  making  that 
remark.  In  any  case,  I  can  say,  with 
double  emphasis,  that  the  Minister  ap- 
pears to  be  satisfied  to  "  sit  under  "  the 
destruction.  I  should  like  to  hear  the  item 
debated ;  because  we  are  now  dealing  with 
implements  which  are  necessary  in  con- 
nexion with  several  of  the  great  primary 
industries,  and  those  concerned  are  cer- 
tainlv  entitled  to  as  mucli  consideration  as 
has  been  given  in  connexion  with  machiner\ 
used  in  other  industries.  T  am  inclined 
to  think  that  a  duty  of  i2|  per  cent,  is 
not  enough.  I  am  prepared  to  admit  free, 
or  to  impose  only  a  nominal  duty,  in  the 
case  of  those  ounmodities  whidi  cannot 
be  produced  in  Australia  on  a  commer- 
cial basis,  and  to  give  a  measure  of  pro- 
tection in  the  case  of  commodities  which 
can  be  produced  here.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  the  hcmorable  member  for  Laane- 
coorie has  rather  a  strong  case,  of  which, 
however,  he  has  not  taken  advantage 
His  attitude  is  that  as  long  as  there  is  a 
duty  of  20  per  cent  against  the  world,  a 
duty  of  12J  per  cent,  ought  to  be  suffi- 
cietit  against  Great  Britain,  That,  how- 
ever is  not  my  attitude.  If  we  are  tu 
have  a  Tariff  on  these  canmodities,  we 
must  first  agree  on  an  effective  basis,  and 
see  that  no  goods  are  admitted  below  thai 
basis,  whether  from  Great  Britain  or  ain 
other  country, 

Mr.  Mathews. — There  is  hope  for  the 
honorable  member,  after  all  I 

Mr.  FRAZER.— It  is  gratifying  to  heat 
that  from  one  of  the  new  recruits  in  this 
House. 

Mr.  HuuE  Cook. — ^I'he  hnxx'able  mem- 
ber for  Melbourne  Ports  is  a  veteran  pro- 

tecticKiist. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — Judging  from  the  votes 
that  have  been  given,  there  are  a  good  many 
"veteran"  F»otecti<Mii5ts^ln  the  i House, 
who,  as  the  bonoVabiletjiQaBalfQQ^ISarwin 
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pictured  the  Treasurer  the  other  night, 
may  be  all  right  in  their  faeartSf  but  not 
in  their  heads. 

Sir  WiluaK  Lyme. — If  the  hmorable 
member's  heurt  were  as  truly  protectionist 
as  mine,  he  would  be  a  much  better  man ! 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  do  not  questitMi  the 
Treasurer's  heart  in  regard  to  protection, 
but  I  have  sometimes  questioned  his  bead. 
My  own  (pinion  is  that,  altlKMigh  the 
Treasurer  is  suffering  some  reverses  in  re- 
gard to  the  Tariff  

Sir  William  Lvne. — ^And  very  unfair 
reverses,  too ! 

Mr.  FRAZER.— What  I  was  going  to 
say  was  that,  although  there  have  been 
some  reverses,  I  think  this  Tariff  is  be- 
ing framed  on  a  basis  which  will  prove 
eminently  satisfactixy  to  the  people  <^ 
Austulia.  It  is  my  belief  that  by  meaos 
of  this  Tariff  material  assistance  will 
be  given  to  local  industries,  resulting  in 
a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of 
employ^  in  our  factories,  without  inflict- 
ing any  undue  hardship  on  consumers.  As 
I  said  before,  this  is  one  of  the  items 
which  must  of  necessity  be  accepted  as  the 
standard  for  others  to  be  discussed 
shortly ;  and  I  should  like  to  hear  argu- 
ments from  those  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  subject,  as  to  whether  a  duty  of 
i2\  per  cent,  is  suflbnent.  My  ^ill 
depend,  to  a  degree,  on  the  informatitxi 
thus  given. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [5.20]. — The  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Laanecoorie  means 
relief  to  the  users  of  these  instruments 
throughout  Australia  to  the  extent  of 
j£i,65o,  and  personally,  I  do  not  think 
that  is  sufficient.  The  old  duty  under 
which  the  manufacturer  has  flourished  is 
quite  sufficient;  and  to  adopt  the  amend- 
ment would  only  mean  injury  to  the  users, 
without  affording  any  further  needed  pro- 
tection to  the  producer. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [5.22].— A  duty  of 
i2\  per  cent,  would  be  a  reduction  aa  the 
Tariff  which  has  been  in  existence  for  the 
last  twelve  months.  In  1906  a  duty  of 
25  per  cent,  was  proposed  an  these  agri- 
cultural implements  and  machinery,  and 
was  reduced  to  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Not  at  all.  What 
we  are  considering  are  now  goods  n.e.i. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber will  look  at  the  Tariff  which  was  fixed 
last  year,  be  will  find  that,  in  a  House 


which  was  supposed  to  be  free-trade,  the 
duty  I  have  mentimed  was  fixed  on  har- 
vesters and  strippers. 

Sir  WiLLiAH  Lyne. — This  House  is 
more  free-trade  than  the  last. 

Mr,  TUDOR.— -If  honorable  members 
turn  to  page  64  of  the  t^ficial  statistics, 
they  will  see  item  365,  with  the  heading 
"  Implements  and  machinery,  agricultural, 
hwticultural.  and  viticultural." 

Mr,  Joseph  Cook. — There  ane  two  or 
three  distinct  headings  all  relating  to  the 
same  sMt  of  materials 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  major  portion 
of  the  goods  under  the  heading  referred 
to  were  at  12J  per  cent. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — According  to  the  return, 
the  duty  was  12}  per  cent.,  but  only  up 
to  the  28th  August. 

Sir  John  Forrest.- — The  goods  on  which 
12^  per  cent,  was  paid  were  valued  at 
;^'45.796. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— That  was  because  the 
bulk  of  the  goods  were  impcwted  befcse  the 
date  I  have  mentioned.  According  to  the 
return,  the  goods  aa  which  20  per  cent, 
was  charged  after  the  28th  August  were 
valued  at  jQ^sS^S  >  those  cxi  which  35  per 
cent,  was  charged,  after  the  same  date, 
were  valued  at  ^^1,503;  and  then  after 
the  7th  December,  a  duty  of  ijd.  per  lb. 
was  paid  oxv  16,451  lbs.  I  am  quite  pre- 
pared to  believe  that  these  figures  are 
right,  and  that  agricultural  implements 
n.e.i.  were  dutiable  at  20  per  cent,  before 
the  Conmuxiwealth  Tariff  was  introduced, 
and  that,  therefore,  a  duty  of  12^  per  cent, 
would  mean  reduction. 

Mr.  JOSE  PH  COOK  (Parramatf  a) 
[S-25]- — The  honorable  member  for  Yarra 
is  entirely  wrong.  I  find  that  the  Excise 
on  chaffcutters  and  horse  gears — one  of  the 
items  in  the  present  Tariff  at  20  per  cent. 
— was  10  per  cent.,  clearly  indicating  that 
the  duty  was  20  per  cent.,  the  same  as 
DOW.  -  It  will  be  seen,  th^fwe,  that  we 
are  not  pn^JO&ing  to  reduce  the  duty  in 
any  way.  The  honorable  monber,  if  he 
looks  again  at  the  matter,  will  find  Aat  the 
group  of  items  on  which  these  duties  were 
placed  last  year  are  all  under  different 
headings  in  the  present  Tariff,  at  the  same 
or  increased  duties.  The  items  we  are 
dealing  with  now  are  n.e.i.,  and  exclude 
those  CHI  which  higher  rates,  of  duty  were 
imposed  last  year.  I  asuBtt3^i@surer 
wtuther  that  is  not  so? 
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Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  think  there  is 
some  variatux),  and  that  a  few  were  at 
20  per  cent.,  though  the  bulk  were  at 
12J  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  duty  of 
12J  per  cent,  last  year,  according  to  the 
report,  covers  goods  valued  at  ;^i45»796; 
the  duty  at  20  per  rent,  covers  ;£i5,ooo 
WOTth  of  goods,  and  so  on. 

Mr.  Tudor.— That  is  from  certain  dates 
only. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  need  have  no  fear  that  it  is  now 
sought  to  impose  a  lower  duty ;  and  we  are 
quite  right  in  objecting  to  an  increase  of 
duty  on  this  group  of  items. 

Mr.  Tudor. — ^These  goods  have  borne 
duties  of  20  per  cent  and  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  is  not  so. 
The  Government  themselves  have  always 
made  a  distinction  between  other  kinds 
of  machinery  and  implements  used  by 
those  engaged  in  the  horticultural  and 
agricultural  industries.  Implements  and 
machinery  seem  to  be  distinguished  at 
the  Customs  House,  and  have  always 
received  separate  treatment  by  Parliament. 
The  reason  is  that  the  bulk  of  the 
machinery  which  is  to-day  used  in  horti- 
cultural wwk  is  patented,  and  cannot  be 
made  here,  even  if  we  wished  to  make 
it  for  ourselves.  It  is  idle  to  tax  a  thing 
which  we  could  not  make  in  the  country, 
even  if  we  had  a  100  per  cent.  duty.  I 
know  that  that  remark  does  not  apply  to 
all  the  articles  affected,  but  it  does  to 
many  of  them.  Another  reason  for  the 
low  duties  was  that  it  was  always  con- 
sidered, even  by  strong  protectionists,  that 
it  was  a  fair  thing  not  to  tax  the  imple- 
ments of  those  engaged  in  the  primary  in- 
dustries in  the  interior. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [5.32].— 
With  regard  to  the  remarks  of  the  hcmoi- 
able  member  for  Grey  as  to  the  omissiwi 
of  the  words  proposed,  I  should  like  to 
remark  that  he  inferred — probably  unin- 
tentionally—that  those  who  vote  for  the 
amendment  will  be  bound  to  vote  for  the 
incteased  duty  upcm  the  item.  That  is 
not  so.  The  Minister  himself  indicated 
that  voting  for  the  ammdment  would  not 
tHnd  honorable  members  to  vote  for  the 
item.  I  say  that  by  way  of  perscmat  ex- 
planation. I  cannot  agree  to  vote  for  a 
hig^i  duty  of  20  per  cent,  on  this  item.  I 
think  that  the  rate  is  excessive.  The  sub- 
ject was  threshed  out  very  extensively  when 
the  1902  Tariff  was  before  us,  and,  al- 


though a  higher  duty  was  at  first  proiposed. 
Parliament  ultimately  agreed  to  12 J  per 
cent.  The  free-trade  section  of  the  Tariff 
Commission  have  recommended  a  dutv  of 
15  per  cent,  on  some  articles.  It  is  a 
pity  that  they  did  not  differentiate  and 
tell  us  exactly  what  they  wanted.  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  a  duty  of  i2|  per 
cent,  is  scarcely,  sufficient. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Supposing  20  per 
ooit.  were  put  in  the  first  column,  what 
would  the  hmorable  member  {xopose  to 
put  in  the  second  column? 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  think  that  the  same 
duty  should  be  fixed  in  both  columns,  be- 
cause the  bulk  of  these  implements  come, 
not  from  the  United  Kingdom,  but  from 
the  United  States  and  Canada;  and  the 
United  States  is  a  country  that  never  Bais. 
and  never  will — while  the  people  are  of 
the  same  mind  as  they  are  now — give  any 
other  nation  Tariff  consideniticm. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — They  would  give 
us  reciprocity. 

Mr.  MAHON— Yes;  the  kind  of  reci- 
procity that  a  cat  gives  to  a  mouse — they 
would  swallow  us.  The  United  States, 
in  reference  to  Tariff  treatment,  is  hardiv 
a  country  which  can  be  held  up  for  the 
admiration  of  mankind.  What  I  propose 
to  do,  if  I  am  in  order,  is  to  move  that 
the  duty  be  15  per  cent,  in  each  column.  I 
do  not  think  that  any  consimier  in  Aus- 
tralia will  pay  6d.  more  for  an  article 
because  of  an  increase  (tf  2\  pa*  cent,  in 
the  duty. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Why  is  not  tiie  old 
duty  st^ient? 

Mr.  MAHON. — I  have  no  evidence,  ex- 
cept the  statements  of  the  Treasurer  and 

of  hcHiorable  members  on  this  side  of  the 
chamber.  The  Treasurer  must  have  had 
s(^e  justification  for  putting  the  duty  down 
at  20  per  cent.  The  hcmorable  member 
for  Parramatta  need  not  laugh. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  am  laughing  at 
the  honorable  member's  laboured  effort  to 
explain  why  iz^  per  cent,  is  not  sufficient. 

Mr.  MAHON.— The  honorable  member's 
own  friends  on  the  Tariff  Commission  have 
Recommended  a  duty  of  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — In  conjuncticm  with 
a  general  scheme  of  revenue  duties. 

Mr.  MAHON.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber laug^  at  me,  he  had  better  laugh  at 
his  friends  on  fhe  Commissi<xi  also.  I 
base  my  amendment  on  the  consideration 
that  an  increase  of  2J  per  cent,  will  not 
make  a  particle  of  difference  to  the  pur- 
chasers of  this  kind  of  machinery. 
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Mr.  Joseph  Coot. — Why  not  say 
per  cent.,  if  the  duty  will  not  make  any 
differeiKX  to  the  price? 

Mr.  MAHOX. — ^Because  15  per  cent, 
strikes  me  as  being  symmetrical  and  fair 
to  all  parties.  If  any  considerable  por- 
tion of  this  machinery  came  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  I  should  be  prepared  to 
make  a  difference  in  favour  of  Britain  j  but 
siooe  the  quantity  so  obtained  is  small,  and 
is  not  likely  to  increase,  owing*  to  the  fact 
that  most  of  the  implements  are  subject  to 
patent  rights.  I  see  no  warrant  for  sirch  a 
differentiation  as  is  suggested  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Laanecoorie. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable 
member  should  leave  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Yarra  to  do  this  kind  of  thing. 

Mr.  MAHON. — I  consider  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  move  on  my  own  account.  A  duty 
of  15  per  cent,  all  round  strikes  me  as 
being  a  ver}'  fair  compr<Mnise. 

Mis  Dugald  Thomson. — Th^  honors 
^  member  for  Laanecoorie  has  proposed 
that  the  preferential  duty  be  X2\  per  cent. 

Mr.  MAHON. — I  see  no  reason  iac  a 
differentiation. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — A  little  more  than 
one-third  of  these  goods  come  fnmi  Great^ 
Britain. 

Mr.  BIAHON. — great  many  articVes 
imported  from  Great   Britain   were  free 

tinder  the  old  Tariff,  and  these  are  included 
in  the  third  mentioned  by  the  Treasurer. 
I  wish  to  move — 

That  after  the  words  "  20  per  cent."  the  words 
"2nd  on  and   after   26tli  Noveiuber,   1907,  ad 
(General  Tariff),       per  cent. ;  (United  King- 
dom),  15  per  cent.,"  be^'addcd. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [5.38]. — wish  to  assure  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Yarra  that  I  have 
checked  the  items  in  the  Excise  Tariff 

which  affect  the  duties  in  question,  and  I 
find  that  every  one  of  tlie  articles  men- 
tioned is  included  in  the  Tariff  schedule 
at  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare) 
[5-39]- — The  item  under  discussicm  relates 
to  horticultural,  agricultural,  and  viti- 
cultural  machinery,  and  the  goods  are  used 
by  persOTs  most  of  whrai  enjoy  no  form 
of  protecticm  whatever.  G^ierally  speak- 
ing, OUT  horticulturists  and  agriculturists 
bave  to  grow  th»r  products^  and  find  a 
market  for  themselves,  selling  in  oxnpeti- 
tion  with  products  from  all  over  the 
*(vld.    It  is  most  essential  that  agricul- 


tural  industries  should  be  conducted  on  an 
extensive  scale  to  make  them  pay,  and  in 
order  that  they  may  be  extensively  pur- 
sued, the  most  modern  machinery  must  be 
used.  Probably  as  a  result  of  similar  con- 
ditions in  America  and  Canada,  the 
greatest  im|wovements  in  implements  and 
machinery  have  been  made  in  those  coun- 
tries. Swne  years  ago,  our  agricultural 
and  horticultural  implements  were  manu- 
factured in  England.  But  those  imple- 
ments have  now  been  displaced  by  more 
up-to-date  and  suitable  ones  manufactured 
in  the  United  States  uid  Canada.  I  have 
a  recollection  of  using  an  English  pitch- 
fork many  years  ago.  The  difference  be- 
tween siKh  an  implement  and  an  American 
pitchfork  is  most  marked.  In  fact,  I  do 
not  know  of  an  instance  where  an  English 
pitchfork  is  now  used  in  connexion  with 
•igriculture  in  this  city.  A  similar  change 
has  been  made  with  respect  to  a  number 
of  other  machines.  We  have  to  look  to 
the  United  States  and  Canada  if  we  aie 
to  carry  on  these  industries  prc^tably. 
I  am  glad  to  Joiow  that  the  inventive 
.genius  of  this  country  has  been  equal  to 
making  some  improvements.  We  are 
adapting  ourselves  to  our  own  needs,  and 
are  producing  implements  that  are  more 
in  accord  with  American  types. 

Mr.    Wise. — Our    own  manufacturers 
ought  to  be  encouraged. 

Mr.  THOAUS  BROWN.— I  quite 
agree  with  the  honorable  member,  but  for 
the  sake  of  hypothetical  encouragement, 
I  am  not  prepared  to  lock  out  implement* 
from  America.  Under  the  old  Tariff, 
something  like  ;^;i62.ooo  worth  of  this 
class  of  machinery  and  implements  was  im- 
ported last  year,  of  which  40,000  worth 
came  U<xa.  countries  other  than  Great 
Britain— mainly  from  Canada  and  the 
United  States.  The  Tariff  Commission, 
composed  of  free-traders  and  protec-  • 
tionists,  investigated  this  matter  upon  evi- 
dence submitted  to  them,  and  considered 
not  only  the  interests  of  producers,  but 
also  of  manufacturers.  The  protectionist 
section  of  the  Commission  agreed  to  re- 
commend a  duty  of  i2j  per  cent,  upon 
these  protected  lines,  whilst  the  free- 
traders proposed  a  duty  of  10  per  cent,  on 
most  lines,  and  15  per  cent,  on  a  few. 
The  mterests  of  the  primary  producers 
must  be  considered  as  well  as  those  of  the 
manufacturers,  and  I  trust  that  honorable 
members  will  see  their  way  to  adopt  the 
amendment  of  the  [Jp!^^t.@ei^for 
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Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [5.45]- 
— I  should  like  to  point  out  that  the  {no- 
tectkmist  section  of  the  Tariff  Conmission 
were  prepared  to  recOTimend  a  high  duty 
of  20  per  cent,  on  a  certain  group  of  agri- 
cultural, horticultural,  and  viticultural 
machinery  and  implements  that  it  was  con- 
sidered were  entitled  to  such  protection. 
We  recommended  that  implements  and 
machines  should  be  divided  into  three 
groups.  In  the  first  group  we  in- 
cluded implements  and  machines  in- 
vented or  specially  improved  in 
Australia,  namely,  stripper-harvesters, 
stump-jump  ploughs,  strippers,-  disc  cul- 
tivators, horse  and  other  power  winnowers, 
oxnbined  com  shelter,  busker  and  badger, 
cCMnbined  corn  sheller  and  busker.  We 
recommended  that  the  duty  on  that  group 
should  be  25  per  cent.  In  the  second 
group,  which  we  recOTnmended  should  be 
dutiable  at  20  per  cent.,  we  placed  ordinary 
or  OMnmon-place  implements  and  machines, 
namely,  ploughs  (other),  plough  shares, 
barrows,  cultivators  n.e.i.,  chafFcutters 
and  horse  gear,  scarifiers,  castings  mal- 
leable and  other,  plough  mouldboards,* 
wholly  or  partly  prepared,  corn  shelters 
and  com  buskers.  We  decided  that  the 
third  group  should  consist  of  lighter  and 
less  expensive  implements,  specialties,  &c., 
namely,  articles  not  otherwise  enumerated, 
and  that  they  should  be  dutiable,  as  under 
the  old  Tariff,  at  12J  per  cent.  The  last- 
named  group  is  substantially  covered  by 
the  item  now  under  consideration,  and, 
although  I  have  listened  carefully  to  this 
debate,  I  have  heard  no  statement  of  fact 
to  justify  any  alteraticm  in  the  o[nnion 
which  I  and  cny  protecti(xiist  colleagues 
formed,  that  the  duty  should  be  12!  per 
cent. 

Mr.  Wise. — Why  did  the  free-trade  sec- 
tion of  the  Commission  recommend  a  duty 
•  of  15  per  cent.  ? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— That  was 'part  of 
a  general  classification  of  the  whole  scheme 
of  duties,  ranging  from  5  per  cent,  on  raw 
materials  to  10  and  15  per  cent. — a  cast-iron 
system  of  duties  which  it  is  evident  would 
never  work,  and  which  apparently  has  been 
abandoned.  We  pointed  out  in  our  report 
that  with  reference  to  the  third  group — - 

I.icrht  nnd  less  expensive  tools  and  appliances 
ns  well  as  specialties,  parts,  and  novel  and  ex- 
perimental improvements  which  have  originated 
in  other  countries  and  for  which  there  is  a 
limited  demand — 

should  be  subject  to  a  lower  rate  of  duty 
than  prevailed  upon  such  high-class  ma- 


chines as  harvesters,  wbidi  were  either  in- 
vented here,  or  highly  specialized  and  made- 
in  Australia,  which  we  thought  justified  a 
higher  duty  than  12^  per  coit.  I  see  no 
reason  for  altering  that  opinion,  and  shall 
support  the  amendment  moved  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Indi. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[5-49j- — I  think  it  is  a  pity  that  the  Go- 
venunent  have  not  decided"  to  at'  once  give 
the  House  a  h<^iday,  so  that  some  honor- 
able members  who  were  returned  as  protec- 
tionists may  recuperate  and  come  back  in 
a  normal  state  of  mind,  prepared  to  work 
up  to  the  true  [»dtecti(xiist  standard.  1 
am  afraid  that  many  protecticmists  are  as- 
sisting free-traders  to  make  the  duties 
upon  manufactured  articles  as  low  as  pos- 
sible, in  order  that  the  level  now  fixed  may 
be  taken  as  a  standard  when  we  are  deal- 
ing later  on  with  certain  other  items.  We 
have  heard  a  great  deal  as  to  what  can 
and  cannot  be  manufactured  in  Australia. 
If  there  is  anything  in  this  item  that  can- 
not be  produced  here,  I  think  that  Aus- 
tralia might  just  as  well  cease  to  attempt 
to  manufacture  anything.  Those  who  talk 
so  much  about  the  primary  producm 
ought  to  declare  at  once  that  we  should 
wipe  out  the  whole  of  the  manufacturing 
industries  of  Australia,  and  should  assist 
the  Labour  Party  to  impose  a  stiff 
land  tax,  so  that  the  people  will  be  able 
to  secure  land  on  which  to  settle. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Surely  we  ought  to  give 
the  primary  producer  a  show  ? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.~I  am  prepared  to 
give  him  a  show,  but.  at  the  same  time.  I 
diink  that  we  should  give  the  Australian 
manufacturer  a  chance  to  carry  on  his 
industry. 

Mr.  Johnson.  —  He  is  getting  every 
chance. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— Does  the  honorable 
member  say  that  i2|  per  cent,  is  more 
than  a  revenue  duty  ?  Some  protectionists 
declare,  with  their  tongues  in  their  cheeks, 
that  it  is  a  protective  duty.  They  know 
that  it  is  not.  On  the  last  division  nine 
honorable  members  who  were  returned  as 
protectionists  voted  for  the  lowest  duty 
they  could  obtain,  and  yet  at  the  r>ext 
general  election  they  will  probably  pose  as 
protectionists,  and  receive  as  such  the 
suppMt  of  certain  newspapers. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Ts  the  Tariff  to  again 
be  put  before  the  people  at  the  next  elec- 
tion ? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— T  hope  so,  if  some 
of  the  recent  votes  are  to  be  takien  as  an  in- 
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dication  of  what  the  Tariff  as  finally  passed 
will  be.  As  to  the  implements  in  the 
item  itself,  the  cry  of  those  who  sug- 
gest that  we  cannot  make  cane-loaders, 
for  instance,  reminds  me  of  the  stc^  of 
the  black  gin,  who  said  to  a  carpenter, 
"Why,  you  are  a  funny  carpenter;  you 
can't  make  a  jam  tin/'  Then,  again,  is 
the  mechanism  of  garden  roHera,  which  are 
included  in  the  item,  so  complicated  that 
it  is  impossible  for  them  to  be  made  in 
Australia?  Why  the  protectionist  section  of 
the  Tariff  Commission  should  have  in- 
cluded the  implements  named  in  this  item 
in  the  lowest  group,  I  cannot  understand. 
To  my  mind,  the  lowest  range  of  duties 
should  apply  cMily  to  those  machines  or 
ooaunodities  that  cannot  be  manufactured 
in  Australia.  I  am  satisfied  that  all  thi: 
implemaits  covered  by  this  item  can  be 
manufactuied  here,  and  that  local  com- 
petition will  prevent  high  prices  prevail- 
ing. Even  the  leader  of  the  Oppositkn 
has  admitted  that  the  majority  of  hcmor- 
able  members  of  this  House  were  returned 
pledged  to  protection,  but  apparently  he 
knew  when  he  made  the  admission  that 
be  could  secure  the  support  of  certain  pro- 
tectionists to  a  proposal  that  the  protec- 
tion granted  should  be  at  the  lowest  ebb. 
I  repeat  that  unless  the  Government  can 
obtain  the  passing  of  more  highly  protec- 
tive dutitt  than  they  are  securing  just 
now,  they  should  oxiuder  the  desirable- 
ness of  at  once  giving  the  House  a  hoUda>, 
so  that  at  least  some  hcKicwable  members 
may  come  back  with  a  better  sense  of 
their  duty  as  protectionists. 

Question — ^That  after  the  words  "20 
per  cent.,"  the  words  "  and  on  and  after 
26th  November,  1907,  ad.  val.  (General 
Tariff),  12.J  per  cent."  (Mr.  Tillev 
Brown's  amendment),  be  added — put. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


20 
22 


Majority  ... 


ATBS. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinscm,  L. 
Browo,  Tilley 
Brown,  Tbomai 
Cook,  Jos«-ph 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irrine,  W.  H. 
Johnson.  W.  E'. 
Knox,  W. 

[232]— 2 


McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Poynton,  A. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Sinclair,  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wynne,  A. 

Teller t: 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Liddell.  F. 


NOES. 

Carr,   £.   S.  Mathews,  J. 

Chanter,  J.  M.  Mauger,  S. 

Chapman,  Austin  McDougall,  J.  K. 

Coon,  J.  Salmon,  C.  C. 

Deakin,  A.  Spence.  W.  G. 

Ewing,  T.  T.  Storrer,  D. 

Fisher,  A.  Thomson,  John 

Frazer,  C.  E.  Wise,  G.  H. 
Groom,  L.  E. 

Lyne,  Sir  William  Tellers: 

Mahoii,  H.  Cook,  Hume 

Maloney,  W.  R.  N.  Watkms,  D. 

Pahs. 

Eilwards,  R.  Page,  J. 

Palmer,  A.-C.  Watson,  J.  C. 

Bowdcn,  E.  K.  Webster,  W. 

Wilson,  J.  G.  Batchelor,  E.  L. 

Sampson,  S.  Harper,  R. 

Kelly,  W.  H.  Kingston,  C.  C. 

Rcid,  G.  H.  Hall,  D.  R. 

Willis,  Henrx  Foster.  F.  J. 

Thomas,  J.  Hutchison,  J. 

Hughes,  W.  M.  Bamford,  F.  W. 

Fowler,  J.  M.  Catts,  J.  H. 

Fysh,  Sir  Philip  O'Mallev,  King 

Wilks,  W.  H.  Tudor,  F.  G. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Amendment  (by   Mr.    Mahon)  agreed 
to— 

That  after  the  words  "  20  per  cent."  the 
words  "  and  on  and  after  26th  November,  1907, 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  15  per  cent.,"  be 
added. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Tilley  Brown) 
proposed — 

That  after  the  words  "  15  per  cent."  just 
adiled,  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  36th  Novem- 
ber, igo/,  ad.  val.  (United  Kingdom),  10  per 
cent.,"  be  added. 

Mr.  WISE  (Gippsland)  [6.2].— This 
proposal  is  another  instance  of  free-trade 
under  the  guise  of  preference,  and  eman- 
ates from  an  honorable  member  who,  on 
the  hustings,  pledged  himself  to  support 
the  recommendations  of  the  protecticmist 
section  of  the  Tariff  Commission.  That 
section  has  recommended  the  imposition 
of  a  duty  of  12J  per  cent,  all  round,  and 
I  hope  that  the  COTimiltee  will  not  stultify 
itself  by  voting  for  a  10  per  cent,  duty 
under  the  guise  of  extending  a  preference 
to  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [6.3].— I  would  point  out  to  th6 
honorable  member  for  Gippsland  that  a 
duty  of  15  per  cent,  under  the  general 
Tariff,  and  of  10  per  cent,  under  the 
Tariff  for  the  United  Kingdom  will  yield 
more  revenue  than  would^ar  12I  DK,  '«ent. 
duty  all  round,  which  WaV^Q^^^ecora- 
mended  by  the  Tariff  CommissicMi. 
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Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [6.4].— I 
shall  suppOTt  the  amendment.  In  many 
instances  we  have  extended  a  preference 
to  Great  Britain  in  respect  of  goods  of 
which  she  has  been  supplying  80  or  90  per 
cent,  of  our  importations.  But  86  per 
cent,  of  our  importations  of  the  articles 
enumerated  in  this  item  are  of  foreign 
origin,  and,  consequently,  I  shall  support 
the  giving  of  a  real  preference  to  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [6.5].— 
UpcMi  a  previous  occasion  I  indicated  that 
the  duty  upon  this  item,  so  far  as  pro- 
ducts of  the  United  Kingdom  are  ocwi- 
cerned,  should  be  12^  per  cent.,  but  that 
was  conditional  upon  an  impost  of  20  per 
cent,  being  levied  imder  the  general  Tariff. 
Therefore  those  h(wiorable  m«nbers  who 
voted  for  the  reduction  as  against  my  pro- 
posal, and  expect  me  to  vote  for  a  duty 
of  10  per  cent,  in  the  present  instance  will 
be  disappdnted. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramafta) 
[6.6]._The  last  speaker  is  to  be  congratu- 
lated upon  the  intelligent  reason  which  he 
has  assigned  for  his  present  attitude.  He 
has  told  us  that  he  intends  to  vote  for  a 
higher  duty  than  he  thinks  ought  to  be  im- 
jKjsed  from  motives  of  revenge. ,  I  hope 
that  his  constituents  will  take  uot*'  of  that 
fact. 

Mr.  Salmon.— I  projjosed  a  compromise, 
but  honorable  members  ftpposite  want  that 
compromise  to  be  all  in  their  own  favour. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  there  be  any 
sincerity  in  our  protestations  of  a  desire 
to  extend  a  preference  to  the  United  King- 
dom, here  is  an  item  in  respect  of  which 
we  may  extend  to  her  a  substantial  prefer- 
ence. Only  j£22,ooo  worth  of  this  ma- 
chinery is  annually  imported  from  Great 
Britain,  whereas  no  less  than  ;£i  40,000 
worth  is  annually  imported  from  other 
countries— principally  from  the  United 
States  of  America.  If  these  machines 
must  cwne  from  foreign  countries,  an  addi- 
tional duty  of  5  per  cent,  will  not  prevent 
their  importation. 

Mr.  Frazer. — If  thev  must  come  frcrai 
other  ccHintries,  they  ought  to  be  admitted 
free. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Will  honorable 
members  opposite  assist  me  to  recommit 
the  item,  with  a  view  to  mating  it  free? 
I  hope  that  the  Committee^  will  a^ree  to 
the  preference  proposed,  which  in  view  of 
*^e  figures  that  have  been  quoted  is  not 
high. 


Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [6.7].— I 
cannot  see  my  way  to  vote  for  a  5  per 
cent,  preference  to  the  Member  Country  in 
this  instance,  but  I  am.  prepared  to  vote 
for  a  duty  of  12^  per  cent,  upon  British 
goods.  I  ask  the  honorable  inember  for 
Indi  to  adopt  that  rate. 

Mr.  TiLLEV  Brown. — I  ask  leave  to 
withdraw  my  amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leavei  withdrawn. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Tiluey  Bkovn) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  words  "  15  per  cent.,"  just 
added,  the  words  "and  on  and  after  36^1  Novem- 
ber, 1907,  ad  val.  (United  Kingdom),  xa^  per 
cent.,"  be  added. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Postponed  item  141^  Qiaffcutters  and  Horse 
Gears;  Chaffcutter  Knives;  Com  Shellers;  Com 
Huskers;  Cultivators  other  than  disc  Harrows; 
Ploughs  other;  Plough  Shares;  Floagli  Mould 
Boards;  Scarifiers,  ad  val.,  ao  per  cent. 

Amendment  (by   Mr.    Johnson)  pro- 
posed— 

That  after  the  words  "  20  per  cent."  _  the 
words  "and  on  and  after  26th  Novetnber,  1007, 
3d  val.  (General  Tariff),  15  per  cent.,"  be  added. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  {Hume— Trea- 
surer)  [6.8]. — The  honorable  member  has 
proposed  a  reduction  upon  the  old  rate  of 
duty.  '  I  hope  that  no  such  reducticxi  wtil 
be  made.  Honorable  members  have  had 
a  promise  from  the  Government  that  tbey 
will  deal  with  the  question  of  the  new 
protection  in  a  Bill  which  is  to  be  intro- 
duced. But  how  can  we  do  that  if  even 
the  duties  levied  under  the  old  Tariff  are 
to  be  reduced?  I  maintain  'that  they 
should  be  increased. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[6.9]. — The  Treasurer  has  referred  to  the 
new  protection.  We  are  aware  that  an 
Excise  duty  of  10  per  cent,  has  been 
levied  upon  the  articles  now  under  con- 
sideration. If  ve  VK  going  to  distm^) 
the  duty  levied  under  the  general  TarilF, 
we  shall  have  to  revise  the  Excise. 

Mr.  Fuller. — It  does  not  matter,,  be- 
cause the  manufacturers  do  not  pay  the 
Excise.  , 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  i a.  most  in- 
teresting to  speculate  whether  th<»  Excise 
is  ever  to  be  paid  or  whether  efFi?ct  is  to 
be  given  to  the  conditions  which  wiould  in- 
sure to  manufacturers  an  exemj^on  from 
its  payment.  It  is  thirteen  nujNiths  since 
the  Excise  was  imposed,  but  Jpip  to  date 
no  revenue  has  been  collected,  and  in  many 
instances  the  rates  of  wage&^,  fixed  bv  the 
Act  have  not  been  paid.  ^  It  would  be 
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really  interesting  to  know  how  long  a  period 
is  to  elapse  before  the  new  protection  is  to 
become  operative.  I  congratulate  the  Go- 
vernment upon  the  celerity  with  which  they 
put  the  old  protection  through,  and  the 
tardiness  with  which  they  seek  to  give 
effect  to  the  new  protection.  If  we  pass 
these  laws,  they  ought  not  to  remain  a 
dead  letter.  Either  we  mean  what  is  con- 
tained in  their  provisions,,  or  we  do  not. 

Sir  WiixzAM  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  is  endea\'ouring  to  raise  a  discus- 
sion upon  a  subject  altogether  apart  from 
the  dutv  under  consideration. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  should  like 
to  learn  from  the  Treasurer  when  the 
complemental  part  of  this  Tariff  is  to  be- 
come effective.  We  were  told  bv  the 
Prime  Minister  the  other  evening  that  the 
r>ew  protection  and  the  old  protection  were 
loth  portions  of  the  same  scheme.  No 
difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  putting 
the  old  iKotection  into  operation,  but  there 
seems  to  be  no  possibility  of  giving  im- 
mediate effect  to  the  new  protection.  In 
other  words,  the  Government  are  keen 
erjough  to  protect  the  manufacturer,  but 
are  very  tardv  in  seeking  to  protect  the 
worker.  We  seem  to  have  no  concern 
about  the  speedy  operation  of  a  law  in- 
tended to  benefit  the  workmen.  It  iff  time 
that  the  Government  decided  either  to  re- 
pea!  or  enforce  the  law. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  Johnson. — I  wished  to  withdraw 
the  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  Committee  has 
got  into  trouble  repeatedly  .because  hrai- 
orable  members  will  not  pay  proper  atten- 
tion to  the  business  which  they  have 
themselves  submittecL  It  makes  it  very 
awkward  and  uncomfortable  for  the  Chair- 
man to  be  trying  to  do  the  business  of 
other  honorable  n'eoibers  as  well  as  his 
own.  In  this  case  I  put  the  amendment 
distinctly,  and  it  was  negatived.  I  point 
out  that  if  items  were  to  be  re-opened  for 
discusskm,  there  would  be  no  finality  to 
our  proceedings. 

Mr.  Johnson. — You  are  quite  right,  sir. 
I  confess  that  I  was  bas^  about  some  pair- 
,iDg  when  you  were  putting  the  question. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook)  pro- 
posed— 

That  after  the  words  "  20  per  cent."  the 
words  "and  00  am)  after  26th  November,  1907, 
ad  T2I.   (LTnitcd   Kingdom),  15  per  cent."  be 

added. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.21I. — By  agreeing  to  this  amend- 


ment honorable  members  will  be  absolutely 
reducing  the  present  duty  upon  which  the 
Excise  was  fixed.  I  hope  honorable  mem- 
bers will  not  consent  to  reduce  the  duty 
below  what  it  is  under  the  old  Tariff. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [6.22].— There 
might  be  some  force  in  what  the  Treasurer 
said,  if  it  were  not  well  known  that  the 
Excise  duty  referred  to  is  a  farce.  It  is 
rrot  collected,  and  i|a  neither  more  nor 
less  than  a  placard.  FrcMn  the  exp«ience 
of  the  past,  we  know  that  we  might  just 
as  well  do  away  with  the  Excise  for  any 
good  it  is.  It  is  inoperative,  and  when 
the  Treasurer  appeals  to  the  Committee  not 
to  interfere  with  the  duty,  so  as  to  grant 
a  preference  on  this  item  because  the 
Excise  duty  was  arranged  in  accordance 
with  it,  he  has  his  tongue  in  his  cheek 
all  the  time.  In  view  of  the  fact  that, 
although  the  Act  has  been  in  force  for  the 
last  twelve  months,  not  a  penny  of  Excise 
has  been  collected  under  it,  although  wage 
and  working  conditions  have  not  been  ful- 
filled by  the  manufacturers  enjoying  the 
high  duties.  I  hope  the  Committee  will 
receive  the  statement  of  the  Treasurer  for 
what  it  is  worth. 

Question — That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  added  be  so  added  (Mr.  Joseph 
Cook's  amendment) — put.  The  Commit- 
tee divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


Majority  ... 


13 
28 

16 


AYES. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Brow-n,  Tilley 
Brown,  Tbomns 
Cook,  Joseph 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fuller,  G.  \V. 
Liddcll,  F. 


Carr,  E.  S. 
Chanter,  J.  H. 
Chapmftn,  Atutia 
Coon,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T, 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Fisher,  A. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Groom,  L.  £. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
MahoD,  H. 


Poynton,  A. 
S^mitb,  Bruce 
Thoipson,  Dugald 

Tellers  : 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
McWitliami.  W.  J. 


NOES. 


Digit 


Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
M  auger,  S. 
McDougalt,  J.  K. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Siilmon,  C.  C 
Sinclair,  H. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Watkini,  D. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Mathews,  J. 
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Edwards,  R. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Bowden^  E.  K. 
Wilson,  J-  G. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Thomas,  }. 
Hughes.  W.  M. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Wilks,  Wl  H. 
Livingston,  J. 


Pairs. 

Page.  J- 
Wat»on,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Batchelor.  E.  L. 
Sampson,  S. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
0*Ualler,  KiDE 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Harper,  R. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amwdment  negatived. 
Item  agreed  to. 

Postponed  item  150. — Combined  Com  Sheller, 
Husker  and  Baf^ger;  Combined  Com  Sheller  and 
Husker;  Discs  for  Agricultural  Implements; 
Disc  Cultivators;  Drills  (Fertilizer  Seed  and 
Grain),  and  all  attachmeiUs  thereto ;  Stump 
Jump  Ploughs;  Winnoweis  (horae  and  other 
power) ;  Seats,  Poles,  Swingle-bars,  Yokes,  and 
Trees  for  Agricultural  Machines,  when  imported 
separately,  ad-val.,  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [6.28].— I  wish 
to  move  that  the  duty  in  the  second 
column  be  20  per  cent. to  give  a  prefer- 
ence of  5  per  cent,  in  the  case  of  goods 
imported  frcmi  the  United  Kingdwn. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [6.29].—! 
have  a  prior  amendment  to  move.  I 
move — ■ 

That  after  (he  words  "25  per  cent,"  the  words 
"  and  on  and  after  26lh  November,  1907,  ad 
val.  (General  Tariff),  20  per  cent.,"  be  added. 

Sir  John  Fokkest. — The  honorable 
member  cannot  hope  to  carry  that  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— I  point  out  that  in 
the     previous    item    chafFcutt^i  corn 

shellers,  and  corn  buskers  are  dutiable  at 
20  per  cent.,  and  I  do  not  see  why,  under 
this  item,  a  combined  corn  sheller,  husker 
and  bagger,  and  a  combined  corn  sheller 
and  husker  should  have  to  pay  a  higher 
duty.  Why  should  there  be  an  increase 
of  duly  on  these  articles? 

Sir  William  Lvne. — There  is  no  in- 
crease proposed. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN  (Fawkner)  [6.30].— 
I  have  an  amendment  to  move  which  I 
think  is  prior  to  that  submitted  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Hunter.  This  item 
covers  discs  for  agricultural ,  implements, 
and  I  am  led  to  believe  that  these  discs 
cannot  be  made  here  at  all. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — If  the  honorable 
member  attends  an  up-country  show  he  will 
find  that  they  are  made  here  by  the  hun- 
ted. 


Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— I  am  very  miKh 
surprised  to  bear  that  statement.  I  pro- 
pose to  read  a  letter  dated  from  Foots- 
cray,  which  will  show  the  information  I 
have  on  the  subject.    The  writer  says — 

I  herewith  beg  to  respectfully  protest  against 
the  dutj  of  55  per  cent,  imposed  upon  circular 
harrow  disc  plates,  and  30  per  cent,  on  chaS- 
cutter  knives.  I  have  been  working  fot  the 
past  fourteen  ye^rs  to  establish  a  factory'^Sor 
the  manufacture  of  disc  barrows,  which  I  make 
a  specialty  of,  quite  qo  per  cent,  of  my  out- 
put being  derived  from  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  Uiese  machines,  but  owing  to  insnfficicnt 
protection  and  severe  American  competitioD  I 
have  been  unable  to  make  the  headway  war- 
ranted by  the  energy  and  capital  I  have  put 
into  the  business. 

The  circular  disc  plates — of  which  on  an 
average  twenty-two  are  used  on  each  machine — 
were  formerly  free  of  duty,  but  under  the 
present  Tariff  are  subject  to  as  per  cent,  ad 
val.  Under  the  old  Tariff  these  plates,  although 
free  of  duty,  represented  30  per  cent,  of  the 
cost  of  the  complete  machines.  Vou  wilt,  there- 
fore, see  what  an  important  item  they  are  to 
me,  and  bow  very  essential  it  is  that  I  get  tbem 
at  the  lowest  possible  cost. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  writer  is 
wrong  in  the  statements  he  makes. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— The  letter  is  a 
copy  of  CHie  addressed  to  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs.  I  presume  that  if 
the  manufacturer  of  these  implements 
could  make  the  discs  he  would  do  90.  X 
intend  to  move  the  omission  of  the  words 
"  discs  for  agricultural  implements." 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN  (Indi)  [6.32].— 
I  wish  to  prefer  a  request  to  the  Trea- 
surer. I  do  not  desire  that  the  breach 
between  this  Parliament  and  the  State 
Parliament  should  be  widened.  An  enter- 
tainment is  to  be  given  to-night  at  which 
I  believe  a  number  of  honorable  members 
would  like  to  be  present,  and  in  the  ar- 
cumstances  .1  ask  the  Tr«isurer  to  agree 
to  adjourn  at  9  o'clock.  We  have  teen 
here  since  10.30  a.m.  this  morning,  and 
if  the  honorable  gentleman  is  a  believer  in 
the  eight-hours  principle  he  will  grant  the 
request.  I  think  it  would  expedite  busi- 
ness to  do  so. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer)  [6.33]. — All  I  can  say  is  that  at 
9  o'clock  I  shall  be  able  to  see  how  far 
we  have  got,  and  what  we  can  do.  In 
the  meantime  I  make  no  pr<Mnise. 

SitCing  suspended  from  6.33  to  7.45  p.m. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [7.45]. — I  have  already  pointed  out 
that  the  duty  proposed  by  the  Government 
is  the  old  duty,  upon  tlie  liasaa,  bf  which 
the  Excise  is  cBt^^Ar^W^^hts  col- 
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lected  in  the  future.  I  sincerely  trust 
that  the  Committee  will  not  alter  it.  We 
have  let  it  remain,  as  it  is  in  consonance 
with  Hie  Excise  duty  passed  in  the  last 
Firliament. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [7.46]. 
—The  reasons  advanced  by  the  Treasurer 
ought  to  receive  attention.  This  was  some- 
thing in  the  nature  of  a  bargain  with  those 
who  have  entered  into  the  industry.  The 
Exdse  duty  has  been  fixed  on  the  basis  of 
this  Customs  duty,  and  it  would  be  unwise, 
so  long  as  that  Excise  duty  is  allowed  to 
lemain,  to  lower  or  raise  the  Customs  duty. 

Question — That  the  words  "  and  on  and 
after    26th    November,   1907,   ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),   20  per  cent."  (Mr. 
Liddell's  amendment),  be  added — ^put. 
The  Committee  divided. 

Aves     ...  ...         ...  7 

Xoes     ...         ...         ...  25 


In  Division: 

Mr.  PovNTON. — I  ask  leave  to  withdraw 
my  call  for  a  division. 
Mr.  Chanter. — I  object. 
The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes     ...    7 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  25 


Majority 


18 


AYES. 


Majority       ...  ...  18 

Ates. 

Thomson,  Dugald 

Teltgrs: 
Johnson.  W.  E. 
Poyaton,  A. 

NOES. 

Mathews,  J. 
Mauger,  S. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
O'Malley,  King 
Page.  J. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  JohE. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Cook,  Hume 
Pairs. 

Tudor,  F.  G. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Wynne,  A. 
JJall,  D.  R. 
Webster,  W. 
Fairbairn,  G. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Salmon,  C. 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Harper,  R. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Watkins,  D. 
Foster,   F.  J. 
Batcheior,  E.  L. 
Sampson,  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Quick,  Sir  Jtrfio 


Bfowd,  Thomas 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwaida,  R. 

Smith,  Bruce 

Blown,  Tilley  • 
Chanter,  }.  M- 
Cbapmaa,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Dcakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fiiher,  A. 
<^room,  L.  E. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  W.  II. 
Eoox,  W. 

Lyne,  Sir  WilHsm 
Mahoo.  H. 

Wilkt,  W.  H. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
KoitoD,  Colonel 
Reid,  G.  H. 
fiowden,  E.  K. 
Atkinson,  L.. 
OlynD,   1'.    Mc.  M. 
Archcf,  E.  W. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Fyih.  Sir  Philip 
Thomas,  I. 
Hughe*,  W.  M. 
LiddcII,  F. 
Willis,  Henrv 
WilwD,  J.  G. 
Livingston,  J. 
Fowier,  J.  M. 
Pilmer,  A.  C. 
UcWilliamt,  W.  J. 


Brown,  Thomas 
Cook,  Joseph 
Poynton,  A. 
Smith,  Bruce 


Brown,  Tilley 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Dealttn,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
MatuHi,  H. 


W  ilks,  W.  H. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Arihcr,   E.  W. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Thomas,  J. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Liddell,  F. 
Willis,  Henrv 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Livingston,  J. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
McvVilliami,  W.  J. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Amendment  (by  Mr.  Povnton)  put — 
That  after  the  words  "  25  per  cent."  the  words 
"and  on  and  after  26th  November,  1907,  ad  val.' 
(United  Kingdom),  ao  per  cent.,"  be  added. 


Thomson,  Dugald 

Tellers: 
Edwards,  R. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 

NOES. 

Mathews,  J. 
Mauger,  S . 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
O'Malley.  King 

Page,  J- 
Sinclair,  H. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers : 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Cook,  Hume 

Pairs, 

'  Tudor,  F.  G. 

Kingston,  C.  C. 

Wynne,  A. 

Hall,  D.  R. 

Webster,  W. 

Kairbairn,  G. 

Crouch,  K.  A. 

Salmon,  C.  C.  . 

Ma'oney,  W.  R.  N. 
'  Harper,  R, 

Bamford,  F.  W. 
'  Hutchison,  J. 

Watkins,  D. 

Foster,  F.  J. 

Batchelor,  E'.  I.. 

Sampson,  S. 

Catts,  J.  H. 

W;itson,  J.  C. 

Quick,  Sir  John. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Item  agreed  to, 

Postponed  item  151. — Chums  of  all  kinds; 
Cheese  Presses;  Dairy  Coolers;  Dairy Refrieera- 
tors;  Supply  Cans;  Incubators  n.e.i. ;  Foster 
Mothers,  ad  vaK,  25  per  cent 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Poynton)  put — 

That  after  Uie  words  *'  35  per  cent."  the 
words  "and  on  and  after  36th  November,  1907, 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  la^  per  cent.,"  be 
added. 

The-CHAIRMAN.— The  "  Noes  "  hav» 

it. 

Several  Honorable  Members. — The 
"  Aves  "  have  it.  ^  . 

The  CHAIRMiANfe.'mTbtQOgi^  only 
one  "  Ave." 
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Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — ^Are  you  gc^g  tD 
insist,  Mr.  Chainnan,  that  the  "Ayes" 
or  "  Noes  "  when  in  a  mincnity  shall  call 
(Hie  after  another?  I  distinctly  heard 
three  voices  in  my  neighbourfiood ;  but 
the  calls  «-ere  identical  in  pcnnt  of  time, 
and  may  have  sounded  to  you  as  one 
voice. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— If  the  honorable 
member  had  been  sitting  here  as  Ic«ig  as  I 
have  been,  he  could  detect  in  an  instant 
whether  more  than  one  v(nce  was  given  for 
the  "Noes."  On  occasions  I  have  had  to 
put  the  question  two  or  three  times,  to 
^ve  honwable  members  who  I  thought  de- 
sired a  divi»on  an  opportunity  to  make 
their  wish  known.  On  this  occasion  I 
heard  but  one  voice,  though,  of  course,  I 
accept  the  hcmorable  member's  statement 
that  he  heard  more. 

Question  (Mr.   Povnton's  amendment) 
again  put.    The  Ccxnmittee  divided. 
Ayes      ...  ...  ...  8 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  27 


Kfajority 


19 


AV£S. 


Brown,  Thomas 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwardt,  R. 
PoyntoD.  A. 
Smith,  Brace 


Brown,  Tilley 
Carr,  E.  S. 
ChanteT,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewiog,  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 
l.ynt-,  bir  Williain 
Mabon,  H. 


Kelly,  W.  H. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Itowden,  E.  K. 
AtklDBOQ,  L. 
(Jlynn,  P.  McM. 
Archer,  K.  W. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Fvsh,  Sir  Philip 
tEomns,  J. 
Hughes,  W.  U. 
Liddell,  F. 
Willii,  Henrv 
WiUon,  J.  CT. 
■»ston,  T. 

,  J.  k. 

,  A.  C. 

iams,  W.  J. 


I  Thomson,  Dugald 

'  TetUrt: 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Wilfcs.  W.  H. 


NOES. 


Mathews,  J. 
M  auger,  S. 
McDougall,  T.  K. 
O'Malley,  King 
P^ge,  J- 

Quick,  Sir  John 
Sinclair,  H. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume ' 
Tudor,  F.  G. 


Pairs. 


Kingston,  C.  C. 
Wynne,  A. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Webster,  W. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Salmon,  C.  C 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Harper,  R. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Watkios,  D. 
Foster,   F.  J. 
Batchelor,  _E.  L. 
Sampson,  S. 
Catts,   J.  H. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  native 
Amendment  negatived 
Amendment  (by  Mr.  Jornsoh)  pot- 
That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  a6th  No- 

vemtwr,   1907,  ad  val.   (United   KingoomJ,  15 

per  cent.,"  be  added. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


Majority 


13 
12 


Aycs. 


Brown,  Tilley 
Brown,  Thomas 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  R. 
Fowler,  J;  M. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 


Carr.  E.  S. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Mabon,  H. 
^fathewa,  I. 


Foynton,  A, 
Smith,  Bruce 
Thomson,  Dugald 

Tellers: 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
\\ilk»,  W.  H. 


Noes. 


Mauger, 


McDougall,  J.  K. 
O'Malley,  King 
Page,  J. 
Quick,  Sir  Joha 
Sinclair,  U. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Styrer,  li. 
Thomson,  John 
Wise,  G.  ri. 

Tetter t: 
Cook,  Home 
Tudor,  F.  G. 


Paiks. 


Kelly,  W.  H. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Glynn.  P.  McM. 
Archer,  E.  W 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Thomas,  J. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Liddell,  F. 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Livingston,  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Atkinson,  L. 
McWiUiams,  W.  J. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [8.12].— Chums 
and  other  implements  contained  in  this  item 
are  essential  to  dair>-ing,  and  we  should  not 
only  reduce  the  dtrty  on  them,  but  give  a 
preference  to  the  Mother  Country.  The 
proposed  different^  of  lo^per  cent,  just 
negatived  may  have  been  too  great ;  but  I 
do  not  think  that  that  objection  should 


Kingston,  C.  C> 
Wynne,  A. 
Halt,  D.  R. 
Webster,  W. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Harper,  R. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Watkins,  D. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Batchelor,    E.  L. 
Sampson,  S. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Caus,  J.  H. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
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be  taken  to  a  difference  of  5  per  cent.  I 
therefore  move — 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  26th  No- 
venber,  1907,  ad  val.  (United  Kingdom))  so 
per  cent.,"  be  added. 

Mr.  Sinclair. — What  are  *'  dairy  re- 
frigerators ' '  ? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH  (Parkes)  [8.14]. 
—Mo  doubt  the  Minister  imagines  that  he 
is  going  to,  carry  this  item  through  without 
an  explanation.  The  items  in  the  sdie- 
dule  are  virtually  the  tools  of  -  trade 
<^  those  engaged  in  the  primary  indus- 
tries. No  industry  has  received  more  as- 
sistance in  Vic^a,  the  leading  butter  ex- 
porting State,  than  has  that  of  dairying,  for 
the  encouragement  of  which  very  large  sums 
of  money  have  been  spent  in  bounties. 
The  Ministry  proposes  to  place  a  duty  on 
chums  of  all  kinds,  cheese  presses,  dairy 
coolers,  dairy  refrigerators,  supply  cans, 
incubators,  and  foster  mothers. 

Mr.  Storres. — They  can  all  be  made 
in  Australia. 

Mr.  BRLCE  SMITH.— These  are  all 
very  bulky  goods,  which,  of  course, 
*xx:upy  a  very  large  cubic  space  for  the 
purpose  of  shipment.  There  is  in  that  a 
much  larger  protection  than  is  now  sought 
to  be  imposed.  If  we  are  talking  seriously, 
as  many  of  us  have  done,  of  making 
mining  machinery  and  other  articles  of 
that  Knd  free,  why  is  it  not  propo«Ml  to 
extend  some  consideration  to  the  dairy 
industry?  Dairy  refrigemtors  are  really 
tools  of  trade  of  an  industry  which  we 
have  treated  as  primary,  and  to  which 
Victoria — which  generally  leads  the  way  in 
artificial  aids  to  national  success — has 
thought  fit  to  give  a  very  large  bounty. 
I  ask  the  COTimittee  to  ccmsider  that  point, 
and  also  whether  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  is 
not  ample  in  the  case  of  articles  of  this 
kind. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  (Moreton)  [8.17].— It 
appears  to  me  that  dairy  refrigera- 
tws  should  be  put  on  the  same 
footing  as  the  articles  embraced  in 
item  149.  I  find  that  under  item  279' 
dairy  refrigerators  may  be  construed  to 
roean  either  refrigerating  machinery,  or 
madiinery  made  up  on  the  same  priiKipIe 
as  are  the  foster  mothers.  Item  299  in- 
cludes "ice  chests  or  refrigerators."  If 
the  Treasurer  will  tell  me  whether  the 
lerm  *'  dairy  refrigerators  **  in  item  151 
lefers  to  ice  chests  I  shall  be  satisfied. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.1 8J. — I  am  surprised  that  the  hon- 


orable member  for  Moreton,  who  has  to 
do  with  the  dairying  industry,  and  the 
hoiorable  member  for  Parkes,  do  not 
know  what  the  words  "  dairy  refrigera- 
tors "  mean. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — I  take  it  that  a 
dairy  refrigerator  is  an  apparatus  for  cool- 
ing a  dairy. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  term 
means  ammcmia  coils. 

Mr.  Sinclair. — That  is  ju&t  what  it 
does  not  mean,  I  think. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  is  what 
I  am  informed  it  means.  I  thought  that 
any  one  who  had  anything  to  do  with 
dairying  would  know  all  about  it. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — The  Minister  ad- 
mits that  he  had  to  be  informed,  so  that 
even  he  did  not  know  all  about  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  does  not 
matter.  The  honorable  member  who 
knows  evervthing  should  not  ask  me  to  in- 
form him  as  to  anything.  The  hcmorabte 
member  for  Moreton  is  mistakm  in 
imagining  that  the  term  means  anvthing 
else. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  (Moreton)  [8.20].— I 
am  not  satisfied  that  I  am  so  ignorant  as 
the  Minister,  has  suggested.  I  should  like 
to  have  a  little  more  time  in  which  to  look 
up  this  matter.  If  the  Treasurer  wilt  take 
that  trouble,  I  think  he  will  find  that  am- 
nuxiia  coils  are  specially  mentioned  in  an- 
other part  of  the  Tariff.  I  suspect  t'hat  he 
has  been  trying  to*  have  a  little  sport  at 
my  expense. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Xo.  I  assure  the 
honorable  member  that  I  never  use  these 
machines,  and  I  did  not  know  what  the 
words  meant  until  I  was  informed. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR.— The  honorable  gen- 
tleman tried  to  make  as  little  as  he  could 
of  my  knowledge  of  this  matter.  But  I 
happen  to  know  something  about  it. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  is  why  I 
thought  the  honorable  member  ought  to 
know  all  about  it. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR.— My  knowledge,  how- 
ever limited  it  may  be,  should  not  be  set 
aside  the  Treasurer's  ignorance,  no  mat- 
ter how  extensive  that  may  be.  The  Com- 
mittee is  entitled  to  know  what  the  term 
actually  means. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  told  the 
C<Hnmittee. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR.— The  honorable  gen- 
tleman has  said  that  it  re^fs^OvfldtfOonia 
coils.  ^^''^^'^ 
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Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — He  has  to  lcH>k  up 
what  he  told  the  honorable  member.  He 
is  a  'mere  automaton  here  wiih  an  officei 
at  the  back  of  the  chair. 

Sir  WiLLiAU  Lyne. — That  is  what  the 
honorable  member  has  been  all  his  life. 
He  has  never  got  any  further. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR.— The  term  "dairy  re- 
frigerator" may  include  an  ice  chest  or 
a  mechanical  arrangement  for  compressing 
ammonia,  and  not  ammonia  coils,  as  the 
Treasurer  has  wished  us  to  understand.  I 
should  like  to  know  exactly  what  the  term 
includes.  If  it  means  a  mechanical  re- 
frigerator, it  should  be  placed  cm  the  same 
footing  as  the  articles  embraced  in  item 
149. 

Question — ^That  the  words  "  and  on  and 
after  26th  November,  1907,  ad  val,  (United 
Kingdom),  20  per  cent.,"  be  added  (Mr. 
WiLKs's  amendment) — put.      The  Com- 
mittee divided. 

Ayes      ...  ...  ...  14 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  20 


Majority 

Brown,  Tilley 
Brown,  Thomas 
Cook,  losepb 
Edwards,  R. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 
Mahon,  H. 
Poyoton,  A. 

Carr,  E.  S. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Kwing.  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hedges.  W.  N. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Malhews,  J. 

Kelly,  W.  H. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Glynn,  I'.  McM. 
McWilliaras.  \V.  J. 
Fuller,  G.  W.  * 
Fysb,  Sir  Philip 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Bowdcn,  E.  K. 
Willis,  Henry 
W'ilson,  J.  O. 
Archer,  E.  W. 
Livingston,  J. 
Liddcll,  F. 
Thomas,  J. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Atkinson,  L. 


Ayes, 

Sinclair,  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks,  W.  H. 

TelifTs: 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Thomson,  John 
Noes. 

McDougall,  J.  K. 
Page.  J. 

Quick,  Sir  John 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D, 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

T^lit-rs.- 
Cook,  Hume 
D'Mallev,  King 


Paiks. 


Kingston,  C.  C. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Harper,  R. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Webster,  W. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
S.impson,  S. 
Watkins,  D. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Citts,  J.  H. 
Mauger,  S. 
Wynne,  A- 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived. 

Item  agreed  to. 

Pcitpuiied  item  152  (Stripix^r-harvesters). 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hiime— Trea- 
surer) [8.28]. — This  item  and  the  next 
two  items  relating  to  strippers  and  to 
metal  parts  of  stripper -harvesters  and 
strippers,  depend  a  good  deal  iipon  certain 
matters  taking  place  which  the  Government 
will  probably  be  able  to  submit  to  Par- 
liament within  a  few  days.  I  am  very 
anxious  about  these  duties,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  that  state  of  things  I  propose 
to  ask  the  Committee  to  defer  the  ctm- 
sideraticffi  of  the  three  items  until  we  dis- 
pose of  the  remaining  items  in  this  divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Surely  the  hwior- 
able  gentleman  will  give  the  Committee 
scMne  reason  for  taking  this  course  I 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  given 
the  reason,  namely,  that  there  is  certain 
information  which  the  Prime  Minister  will 
probably  lay  before  the  House  within  the 
next  few  days,  and  which  may  affect  these 
duties.  I  do  not  want  to  lose  the  duties 
through  the  absence  of  any  information 
which  the  Prime  Minister  may  be  able  U> 
give. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[8.29].— I  think  that  the  Committee  is  en- 
titled to  a  more  definite  statemmt  from 
the  Treasurer  than  has  been  made.  We 
are  asked  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  the  item,  and  coolly  told  that  within  a 
few  days  the  Prime  Minister  will  enable 
some  information  to  be  afforded  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Might  not  the 
Government  have  indicated  from  what 
direction  the  information  is  to  oxne?  Has 
it  to  do  with  the  collection  of  the  Ex- 
".ise  duty?  Has  it  any  reference  to  re- 
presentations which  are  being  made  by  the 
makers  of  harvesters?  We  ought  to  be 
furnished  with  specific  information  on 
those  points.  We  should  not  consent  to 
a  postponement  unless  the  Minister  is  able 
to  give  some  clear  and  intelligent  reason 
for  his  proposal.  Is  the  Prime  Minister 
under  an  obligation  to  consider  some- 
thing which  has  been  placed  before  him 
by  makers  of  harvester^^or  where  is  the 
infomation  to  e»i«pdfKMPSOOgTC 
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Mr.  DEAKiN.--It  is  information  to  bt 
laid  before  honorable  members  in  a  me- 
morandum relating  to  the  questicm  of  the 
new  iHOtectkm. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Is  that  what  we 
are  to  wait  for? 

Mr,  Deakin. — Part  of  it ;  in  addition, 
I  am  obtaining  from  the  Attorn^-General 
other  information,  in  order  to  show  hon- 
orable members  exactly  what  the  proposals 
of  the  Government  will  be. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— In  regard  to 
»  new  protection? 

Mr.  Deakin. — Yes;  and  the  object  is  to 
save  two  debates. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Why  should  we 
wait  for  an  outline  of  the  new  protection 
befwe  we  deal  with  stripper-harvesters? 
The  new  protectiOT,  I  apprehend,  will  ap- 
ply to  all  the  items  i.n  the  Tariff  cm  which 
the  duties  have  been  increased,  and  I  can- 
not see,  sim%  we  imposed  the  Excise  so 
lately  

Mr.  Hutchison. — Is  the  honorable 
member  sure  that  the  new  protection  is  con- 
stitutional ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  do  not  see 
what  that  question  has  to  do  with  this 
duty. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — ^We  can  see  what  it 
has  to  do  with  the  duty. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  suggest  that 
we  might  very  well  deal  with  the  duty 
now,  and,  if  there  is  anythinf^  which  the 
Prime  Minister  has  to  Cfxnmunicate  which 
materially  aHects  the  matter,  the  item  can 
be  recommitted. 

Mr.  Thohas  Brown. — If  we  go  on  re- 
committing items,  we  shall  never  get 
through  the  Tariff. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Are  my  friends 
in  the  Labour  corner  in  this  arrangement 
then  ?  Have  they  had  something  to  do 
with  the  proposal  to  postpone  the  items? 
There  is  a  very  suspicious  chorus  of  ap- 
proval from  that  quarter;  and,  strange  to 
say,  the  chorus  H  joined  in  by  old  free- 
traders, who  are  amdous  to  reduce  this 
duty  in  the  interests  of  the  farmers.  I 
well  remember,  during  last  Parliament, 
excellent  speeches,  of  three  hours'  dura- 
ticKi,  that  were  ma  de  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Calare  on  the  question  of 
^pper-harvesters.  This  duty  has  al- 
ways been  that  honorable  member^s  pet 
averai(xi;  and  yet  he  desires  this  item  to 
be  postpcxied. 


Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — I  desire  this 
item  to  keep  company  with  wire-netting. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— Then  the  hon- 
orable member  had  better  assist  to  reduce 
the  duty  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
Is  be  willing  and  anxious  that  the  duty 
of  ^16  per  machine  should  continue  to 
be  collected?  I  ask  the  Prime  Minister 
whether  there  is  some  notion  that  there 
may  be  a  reduction  of  this  duty  wh«i  we 
consider  it,  or  is  the  postponement  pro- 
posed with  the  possibility  in  view  of  in- 
creasing the  duty  to,  say,  £20.  If  the 
latter,  I  shall  oppose  the  proposal  most 
strongly.    What  is  the  object  ? 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  desire  to  see 
whether  the  duty  cannot  be  increased. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— So  I  should 
have  thought.  I  hope,  however,  that  the 
postponement  is  not  intended  to  lead  to  a 
review  of  the  item  in  connexion  with  the 
Excise  Act — I  mean  a  review  of  the  price 
Jit  which  these  machines  are  supplied  to  the 
public 

Sir  WiLUAU  Lyne.— Certainly  not,  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned.  It  is  not  going 
to  alter  the  price  if  I  can  help  it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  I  should 
like  to  know  

Mr.  Hutchison. — Put  another  bait  on 
the  hook"! 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— One  has  to 
adopt  some  attitude  of  inquiry  when  we 
see  the  Labour  corner  solidly  behind  the 
Government  in  their  proposal  for  postpone- 
ment I  should  not  have  thought  so  much 
of  protectionists  in  the  comer  concurring 
in  the  pioposal,  but  wh«i  I  see  staunch 
free-traders,  like  the  htxiorable  member  for 
Calare  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Grey,  in  its  favour,  I  wonder  what  is  be- 
hind. I  apprehend  that  the  real  reason 
has  scmiewhat  to  do  with  the  question  of 
Excise.  I  invite  the  Prime  Minister  to  say 
now  what  he  has  in  contemplation;  and  if 
he  is  able  to  furnish  a  satisfactory  reason, 
other  than  the  bald  statement  which  has 
been  made  by  the  Treasurer,  I  shall  not 
oppose  the  pcstponement.  But  I  do  not 
intend  to  agree  to  the  proposal  unless  some- 
thing more  is  vouchsafed  in  the  way  of 
explanaticHi. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dailey)  [8. 36].-~The  hon- 
orable member  for  Parramatta  has  made  a 
strong  appeal  to  the  Government.  We 
know  that  in  the  last  J^arliament  Sir 
Langdon   Bonvthnmsed  afVeiQi^§M  days 
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debate,  rose  on  behalf  of  the  Government, 
and  proposed  a  duty  of  j£i2,  subject  to 
the  Excise  provisions.  From  that  day 
until  now  those  Excise  provisions  have  not 
been  carried  into  effect 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — It  was  the  hon- 
orable member  for  South  Sydney  who  put 
that  proposal  through. 

Mr.  WILKS.— But  the  proposal  for  the 
reduced  duty  was  submitted  by  Sir 
Langdon  Bonython.  It  is  most  ominous 
that  the  Treasurer  should  now  sug- 
gest a  postponement  We  are  told, 
in  a  hazy  way,  that  the  postponement  is 
in  view  of  the  productiwi  of  a  memorandum 
which  the  Prime  Minister  promised  me 
three  or  four  weeks  ago  would  be  laid 
on  the  table.  We  are  now  talking  only  of 
stripper  harvesterH,  but  the  question  "-eally 
affecti  the  whole  of  the  items  which  will 
come  under  the  new  protection.  Had  I 
had  niy  own  way,  a  vote  of  censure  would 
have  been  moved  against  the  Government 
ten  days  ago,  for  the  non -col lection  of  Ex- 
cise; and  I  should  have  looked  to  honor- 
able members  in  the  Labour  corner  for 
support.  I  think  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta  is  l(»ing  an  opportunity 
in  not  insisting  on  the  postponement,  not 
only  of  these  items,  but  of  the  whole  of 
the  Tariff. 


Mr.   Deakin. — Anything    to  postpone 
the  Tariff! 

Mr.  WILKS,— Xo;  we  desire  to  see 
carried  into  effect  the  law  we  passed  long 
aga  I  came  here  prepared  to  do  work ; 
and  the  Treasurer  started  <^  by  giving  us 
vrmg  informatitMi.  However,  the  honor- 
able gentleman  seems  to  be  in  a  better 
temper  after  dinner,  and  I  think  he  must 
have  been  rambling  round  in  the  mean- 
time. My  own  opinion  is  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  is  afraid  to  push  these 
items  to  a  division — that  the  true  reason 
for  the  postponement  is  not  concern  for  the 
general  public  who  use  stripper  harvesters, 
but  a  fear,  in  view  of  the  non -col lection 
of  the  Excise,  that  the  Government  may 
not  find  the  numbers  with  them.  When 
the  duty  of  j£i2  was  imposed  twelve 
months  ago  we  were  premised  that  the 
benefits  of  the  protection  would  be  shared 
by  the  employes,  and  we  know  what  has 
been  the  result  This  Excise  law  is  either 
a  farce  or  it  is  not-  I  said  earlier  in  the 
jkhfite  on  the  Tariff  that  I  should  be 
^  to  vote  for  higher  duties,  in  view 
lew  protection,  than  I  would  other- 


wise have  supported.  Are  we  to  be 
kept  waiting,  not  until  Christmas,  but  until 
the  Tariff  comes  back  from  the  Senate  before 
we  know  what  the  new  prelection  proposals 
are?  I  can  understand  the  diflSculty  of 
drawing  up  a  memcvandum,  and,  more 
particularly,  the  diflfculty  in  present- 
ing a  schedule  of  the  industries  affected. 
All  the  industries  which  seek  the  assis- 
tance of  the  Tariff  ought  to  come  under 
the  new  protection.  I  remember  hearing 
membos  of  the  Labour  Party  sav  that 
they  were  not  mudi  in  favour  of  giving 
Tariff  asastance,  unless  the  benefits  were 
shared  bv  the  emplQ)-^  and  also  by  the 
consumers.  The  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta  is  justified  in  resisting  the  pro- 
posed postponement ;  and,  as  I  have  al- 
readv  said,  I  am  sorrv  that  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  ten  days  ago,  did  not 
Cake  the  opportunity  presented  in  the  fact 
that  the  Government  were  quite  open  to 
challenge.  Had  this  step  been  taken,  the 
Government  and  their  supporters  would 
have  been  rery  awkwardly  placed  in  ex- 
plaining their '  pc^tion.  I  trust  that  the 
deputv  leader  of  the  Opposition  will  resist 
the  motion  until  he  receives  further  infor- 
mation. 

Mr.  DEAKIX   (Ballarat— Minister  of 
External  Affairs)  [8.41].— I  think  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Parramatta,  as  deputy 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  is  entitled  to  the 
information  for  which  he  asks.    Let  me 
assure  the  honorable  member  that  I  have 
spent    a    great    part    of    to-day  and  a 
good  deal  of  other  time,  with  the  Attor- 
ney-Genera! on  tlie  one  hand,   and  with 
offk'ers  of  the  Departments  on  the  other,  in 
connexion  with  tlie  raemor-mdura  referred  to 
which  is  to  contain  a  full  general  statement 
of  the  proposals  of  the  Government  in  re- 
gard to  the  new  protection.  I  remitted  a  first 
draft  to  the  Department  a  fortni^t  or 
more  ago,  and  have  not  yet   received  it 
back.    But  to-day,  when  pressing  for  it, 
I  received  the  \-ery  reasonable  reply  that, 
under  the  circumstances  caused  by  their  pre- 
occupation with  the  Tariff,  the  officers  are 
sj  pressed  with  fresh  matters  brought  be- 
fore them  day  by  day,  that  thev  find'  the 
greatest  difficulty  in  supplying  the  desired 
information.      Having  spent  the  greater 
part  of  to-day,  when  able  to  be  absent  from 
the  Chamber,  in  consultation  with  the  At- 
torney-General,   the    Acting  Parliamen- 
tary Draftsman  and  others,  in  this  con- 
nexion, I  appreciate  their  I^Hoc^fee  Go- 
vernment feel  that^HF'^&'fedMif'EnpIy 
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a  retention  of  the  existing  duties,  it  would 
not  have  been  necessary  to  depart  frwn  the 
usual  procedure  on  the'  Tariff.    But,  as  we 
are  repeating  proposals  which  were  origin- 
ally sutanitted  two  years  ago  proposing  an 
increase  in  the  duty,   honorable  members 
nu^t  reascmably  ask  for  justification  of  the 
change.      Those  who  have  supported  the 
present  rates  on  the  ground  that  without 
nbem,  the  fair  and  reasonable  wages  which 
have  been  deBned  by  Mr.  Justice  Higgins 
cannot  be  paid,  were  also  entitled  to  some 
assurance.    We  have  found,  owing  to  the 
pressure  on  the  officers,  a  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining the  information  we  desire;  but  I 
have  been   pressing  for  it.   and  in  the 
shortest  possible  time  it  will  be  laid  before 
the  House.    Then,  we  trust,  and  perhaps 
not  until  then,  that  we  shall  be  able  to  deal 
with  the  question  at  a  sitting.    If  the  pro- 
posals were  made  to-night,  we  should  l*e 
met  with  requests  for  information  which 
could  be  given  only  in  part.    The  Com- 
mittee are  entitled  to  have  the  complete 
case  J  and  a  postponement  will   save  its 
time  at  a  perbd  of  the  year  when  it  is 
impcwtant  that  every  hour  should  be  spent 
to  tbe  best  advantage. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Will  the 
Prime  Minister  state  whether  the  selling 
price  is  to  be  affected  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— My  colleague  the 
Treasurer,  who  is  better  informed  than  I 
am  on  that  head,  answers  that  question  in 
the  negative. 

Mr.  W.  H.  mVINE  (Flinders)  [8.45]. 
— I  do  not  think  that  we  can  possibly  re- 
sist the  desire  of  the  Government  to  con- 
duct the  business  in  the  way  in  which  .they 
themselves  prefer,  but  I  do  not  think  that 
I  understand  tbe  position  that  the  Prime 
Minister  has  put.  Is  it  intended  that  some 
statemrat  with  regard  to  the  new  protection 
shall  be  made  without  the  House  having 
an  opportunity  to  discuss  it,  and  then  to 
proceed  on  that  statement  to  discuss  the 
remaining  items  of  the  Tariff? 

Mr.  Deakin. — That  is  the  proposal. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— At  present  I 
should  be  sorry  to  say  anything  in  antici- 
pation of  the  statement,  but  I  can  see  that 
there  will  be  great  difficulty  if  a  statement 
of  tbe  intentiMis  of  the  Government  in  re- 
gard to  some  future  policy — some  policy 
on  which  there  is  a  desire  to  receive  the 
sanction  of  the  House  at  some  lateri  date 
— is  to  be  made,  and  then  we  are  to  pro- 
ceed to  discuss  the  remaining  items  of  the 
Tariff.  For  one,  I  should  be  extremely 
sorry  to  suggest  that  there  should  be  any 


delay  at  all  in  discussing  the  remaining 
items  of  the  Tariff.  I  quite  agree  with 
the  Government  that  we  ought  to  go  on 
with  the  Tariff.  But  I  question  whether 
a  statemmt  of  the  intentions  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  regard  to  the  new  protection 
will  be  of  much  assistance  to  the  Com- 
mittee before  it  proceeds  to  deal  with  the 
items. 

Mr.  Deakik. — It  should  be  of  much 
assistance. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE— However,  it  is 
impossible  to  discuss  the  proposals  until  we 
know  what  they  are;  and,  in  the  meantime, 
we  cannot  resist  the  desire  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[8.47]. — I  am  afraid  the  explanaticm  of  the 
Prime  Minister  has  not  quite  cleared  the 
matter  up. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  am  glad  that  the 
honorable  member  makes  that  statement 
about  s<xne  one  else.  He  always  says  it 
about  me. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — The  Prime  Minister 
has  made  a  statement  with  the  object  of 
clearing  the  matter  up;  but  the  Treasurer 
never  does. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Both  Ministers 
have  made  statements,  and  it  is  because  of 
that  that  ctmfusion  has  arisen.  I  under- 
stood the  Prime  Minister  to  say  a  moment 
ago  that  he  was  awaiting  informati<m  con- 
cerning some  allegations  which  had  been 
made  by  the  makers  of  these  implements. 

Mr.  Deakin. — No;  not  by  the  makers  of 
anv  implements. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
gentleman  referred  to  their  representations 
that  they  could  not  pay  the  scale  of  wages 
which  has  been  fixed  by  Mr.  Justice 
Higgins. 

Mr.  Deakin.- — No;  I  quoted  the  officers 
and  letters.  A  general  statement  seems  a 
simple  thing  to  make;  but  we  desire  to 
make  it  after  hearing  all  that  can  be  said. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Is  that  state- 
ment to  be  concerning  Mr.  Justice  Higgins' 
award  ? 

Mr,  Deakin. — We  have  to  make  pro- 
posals which  will  be  consistent  with  the  ap- 
plication of  his  scale. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  — Does  that  mean 
this — that  the  Prime  Minister  is  trying  to 
find  out  whether  we  have  to  increase  the 
duty  to  meet  the  terms  of  the  award  ? 


Mr.  Deakin. — Before  tbe  duty  is  dealt 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  see.  That 
practically  amounts  to  this — that  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  wishes  to  postpone  this 
item  to  determine  what  will  be  the  final 
attitude  of  the  Government,  that  final  at- 
titude being  based  solely  on  the  OHisidera- 
tion  of  the  effect  of  the  award  of  Mr. 
Justice  Higgins. 

Mr.  Deakin. — No. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— We  shall  have  to 
wait  until  we  hear  the  statement. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  afraid 
we  shall.  The  matter  is  by  no  means 
clear.  But  I  want  to  point  this  out :  If 
Mr.  Justice  Higgins'  award  is  to  come 
in,  I  do  not  see  how  it  can  be  affected  by 
these  duties.  The  present  duty  on  har- 
vesters is  £16.  Suppose  we  increased 
that  duty  to  jC^o  to-morrow.  That  would 
not  make  the  slight^t  difference  in  the 
ability  of  the  malnrs  of  these  harvesters  to 
pay  the  wages  prescribed. 

Mr.  Deakin. — It  would  make  a  differ- 
ence to  the  public,  though. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Not  at  all. 
The  price  to  the  public  has  been  fixed  by 
Statute.    The  Prime  Minister  fcn-gets  that. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Not  as  to  whether  that  is 
a  just  price  or  not. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  CpOK.— In  any  case, 
we  have  fixed  the  price. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — The  proposal  of 
the  Government  is  to  alter  the  price,  un- 
doubted! v. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Treasurer 
did  not  lead  us  to  believe  that  at  all.  I 
asked  him  whether  the  price  was  to  be  re- 
viewed. 

Mr.  Deakin. — ^The  honorable  member 
said  "  reduced." 

Afr.  JOSEPH  COOK.~The  Treasurer 
said  that  he  would  not  permit  it  to  be 
raised. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  I  can  stop  it,  T 
will  not. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— But  in  the  next 
breath,  the  Prime  Minister  says  that  that 
is  one  of  the  matters  to  be  reviewed. 

Mr.  Deakin. — One  of  the  matters  is  the 
price,  and  it  is  a  most  important  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  is  the 
reason,  I  suppose,  for  the  postponement  of 
this  item?  , 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  did  not  say  that  the 
I)rire  would  be  increased.  My  colleague 
savs  no. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — So  far  as  I  am 
Jnoerned,  it  will  not  be. 


Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  not  mis- 
representing the  Prime  Minister  at  all. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Oh,  na 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
gentleman  is  going  to  see  whether  the  price 
as  fixed  is  a  fair  one,  and  whether  it  will 
permit  the  wages  award  to  be  carried  out. 

Mr.  Deakin.— Price,  wages,  duty — all 
three  things  have  to  be  considered. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— In  connexion 
witii  that,  it  is  a  i>ertinent  <juesti(»i  to  ask 
whether  Mr.  Justice  Higgins  has  made 
any  suggestion  on  the  matter. 

Mr.  Deakin. — No. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— Why?  Surely 
that  is  a  matter  that  came  within  his  pur- 
view. He  had  to  find  out  how  these 
people  were  getting  on,  and  surely  he  had 
to  make  some  reference  to  the  question 
whether  they  could  afford  to  pay  these 
wages.  If  .the  Prime  Minister  is  going 
to  allow  this  matter  to  be  re-opened,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  policy  of  the  new 
protection  in  reference  to  harvesters  is  a 
l«ig  way  off  realization,  and  I  warn  hon- 
orable manbers  who  vote  for  the  postpcoe- 
ment  of  the  item  with  this  end  in  view, 
that  they  have  nothing  to  gain  from  the 
postponement. 

Mr.  Chanter. — How  will  the  postpone- 
ment injure  them? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— How  will  it 
do  otherwise  ?  There  is  a  conditi<m — a 
bargain — that  has  been  made  with  them. 
As  part  of  that  bargain  we  have  alzeadv 
passed  duties.  Why  cannot  this  barfcain 
hold  with  regard  to  harvesters?  Why 
this  •  motion  ?  Why  cannot  the  new  pro- 
tection be  enforced  as  to  harvesters  as  well 
as  on  these  other  agricultural  implenoents? 
Win  this  spf^cial  protection  for  harves- 
ters?   That  is  what  I  should  like  to  know. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — The  hcmorable 
member  is  laughing  all  the  time. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  C0OK.--~The  Treasurer 
with  his  sinuosities  and  his  ridiculous- 
ness makes  me  laugh.  He  is  a  perfect 
proA'ocation  to  laughter  the  whole  day 
through.  I  again  ask  why  are  harvesters 
being  treated  differentlv  from  other  agri- 
cultural machinery?  Whv  is  part  only  of 
the  bargain  to  be  carried  out  ?  I  apprehend 
that  there  is  no  question  of  refusing  \o 
carry  it  ou.t  in  regard  to  other  machinerv, 
Whv  is  there  an  exception  in  regard  to  har- 
vesters— the  best  paying  concern  of  the 
whole  lot  of  them,  as  has  been  proved 
over  and  over  again  in  this  House— the 
one  item  of  manufacture  which  it  has  been 
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shown  bey<xid  the  possibility  of  cavil  gives 
a  handsome  return  to  those  engaged  in  the 
industry  ?  But  here  we  are,  with  the  men 
engaged  in  the  industry  declining,  twelve 
months  after  the  duty  was  imposed,  tu 
comply  with  the  conditi<Mis  imposed  upon 
them,  and  asking — and  apparently  getting 
— a  further  postptmement  of  the  whole 
matter.  And  here  is  the  point :  if  we  are 
going  to  review  this  matter — if  we  are 
going  to  postpwie  this  legislation — if  we 
alter  the  ccHiditicHis  one  iota — will  diey 
not  put  in  a  very  urgent  and  a  good  plea, 
chat  the  bock  money  shall  not  be  collected 
at  all  ?  I  tell  hcmorable  members  who  are 
interested  in  this  matter  that  all  they  are 
going  to  get  out  of  it  is  to  furnish  a  way 
ol  escape  for  these  very  men  that  they  have 
been  trying  so  hard  to  ccmpel  to  toe  the 
mark,  in  conceding  good  additions  to  their 
eraplmes.  I  do  not  mind  saying  this — that 
if  ever  there  were  a  set  of  individuals  in 
this  community  who  ought  to  pay  decent 
wages  to  their  employes  it  is  those  who 
make  these  harvesters.  The  price  they  get 
for  their  goods,  the  pFotecti<xi  which  they 
have,  and  everything  oonceming  the  in- 
dustry, is  suffident  to  enajUe  th^  to  pay 
good  wages.  There  ought  to  be  no  hesita- 
tion in  enfrndng  this  award,  since  it  was 
loyally  and  cordially  accepted  twelve 
months  ago  when  the  old  protective  duty 
on  agricultural  machinery  was  put  through 
this  House.  Why  the  Government  should 
show  so  much  hesitation  and  create  so 
much  delay  about  this  matter,  I  am  quite 
at  a  loss  to  understand.  1  hope  sincerely 
that  we  shall  not  only  hear  in  a  few  days 
from  the  Prime  Minister  some  reason  for 
this  unconscionable  delay  in  the  enforce- 
ment of  this  new  protection  policy  in  its 
entirety,  but  that  also  be  will  be  able  to 
convince  the  House  that  the  make;s  of 
these  harvesters  have  snne  justification  on 
their  sidte  in  thwarting  tms  legislation 
for  so  long. 

Item  again  postponed. 

Postpone<l  items  153  (Strippers),  and 
item  154  (Metal  parts  of  strippers,  &c.), 
again  postponed. 

Postponed  item  155.  jV^rictiltural,  Horticultural, 
and  Vilicultnral  Macbiaeiy  and  Implements,  viz.  : 
— Cream  Separators ;  Testers  and  Pasteurizers, 
Cotton  Gins;  Fibre  Scutching  Machines;  Hand- 
worked Rake*  and  Ploughs  combined;  Hay 
Tedders ;  Horse  Rakes ;  Loceme  Bunchers ; 
liaise  HarYesters;  Maize  Binders;  Milking 
Machines;  Mouldboard  Plates  in  the  rough  an  J 
not  cut  into  shape ;  Potato  Raisers  or  Diggers ; 
Potato  Sorters ;  Root  Cutters,  Pulpcrs,  and 
Graters;  Sheep  Shearing  Machines ;  Straw 
Stackers ;  Sub-surface  Packers ;  Threshing  Ma- 


chines ;  Winnower  Forks  (wood  and  steel ) 
ad  val.  (General  TaTiff^,  10  per  cent.;  (United 
Kingdom),  free. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Willum  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  words  "Sheep  Shearing  Machines" 
be  left  out. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [8.58].— I  wish  to  know  under 
what  item  sheep  shearing  machines  are  to 
■be  included  when  they  are  left  out  of  item 
155- 

Sir  William  Lyne. — They  are  to  go 
under  item  164. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON— Will  the 
Treasurer  explain  how  much  he  includes 
in  the  term  *'  sheep -shearing  machines?" 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — The  whole  of  the 
machine,  from  the  beam  down  to  the 
comb. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  under 
stood  that  the  Treasurer  had  agreed  to 
free  scwne  portion  of  these  machines.  Does 
he  remember  making  such  a  stat«nent  ?  I 
think  it  is  necessary  to  know  what  portion 
is  to  be  freed  from  duty. 

Sir  WiLLLAM  Lyne. — The  whole  ma- 
chine is  included.  Does  the  honorable 
member  know  anything  about  the  wwking 
of  these  machines? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— A  ma- 
chine has  been  placed  in  position  in  the 
building.  The  honorable  member  said 
that  one  part  of  the  machine  would  not  be 
dutiable. 

Sir  WiLLLAM  Lyne. — I  was  referring  to 
the  combs. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— No;  1 
understood  the  hcmorable  member  to  refer 
to  the  over-head  brackets. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No.  I  want  the 
brackets  to  be  included  with  the  machinerv. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  wish 
to  know  to  what  pare  of  the  complete 
machine  this  dutv  will  applv. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9.3]. —Those  who  are  familiar  with 
the  working  of  shearing  machines  will 
know  that  they  are  attached  to  shafting 
and  driven  by  motive  power. 

Mr.  Page.— But  the  shafting  is  no  part 
of  the  machine. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— It  is  only  part 
of  the  machine.   Then  there  is  the  cutter. 

Mr,  Page. — That  is  the  machine. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  not  the 
Cfwnplete  machine.  I  intended  before  last 
week  to  propose  that  shearing  machines 
should  be  placed  on  the  free  list;  but 
when  in  Sydney  a  few  days  ago,  I  was 
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approached  by  a  gentleman  who  urged  thai 
it  was  very  unfair  that  they  should  be 
so  treated.  I  learned  from  him,  for  the 
first  time,  that  these  machines  were  being 
made  in  Sydney,  and  at  great  inom- 
venience  to  myself,  I  accepted  an  invita- 
tion to  visit  his  factory  a  photograph  of  the 
internal  workings  of  which  I  produce.  It 
is  Mie  of  the  test  equipped  factories  that 
I  have  seen.  I  was  very  much  surprised 
on  learning  that  the  firm  in  question  was. 
making  the  complete  machine,  with  the  ex- 
ertion of  the  comb  and  the  cutter,  which 
they  informed  me  they  were  not  likely  to 
be  able  to  make  for  some  time.  The  fac- 
tory was  a  revelation  to  me. 
Mr.  Hughes. — Are  the  manufacturers 

settled  here?  ,  . 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes;  their 
works  are  at  the  foot  of  the  Domain,  on 
the  boundary  of  Woolloomooloo.  I  have 
here  a  photograph  of  the  premises,  as  well 
as  of  the  internal  fittings,  and  I  was  so 
impressed  by  what  I  saw  there  that  I  sug- 
gested that  a  machine  should  be  sent  to 
Melbourne  so  that  honorable  members 
might  inspect  it.  One  has  been  erected  in 
the  nwth  lobby.  1  was  told  that  this  firm 
could  manufacture  the  whole  machine,  with 
the  exception  of  the  comb  and  cutter. 

Mr.  Page.— What  about  the  tension? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  cannot  speak 
as  to  that.  The  firm  did  not  ask  for  pro- 
tection on  combs  and  cutters,  and  probably 
they  did  not  include  the  tension  screws  in 
their  request ;  but  as  for  the  rest  of  the  ma- 
chinery, I  never  saw  anything  better. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Has  the  honorable  mem- 
ber seen  the  machine  at  work? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  in  use 
in  many  sheds ;  and  I  may  say  in  passing 
that  I  can  shear  as  well  as  most  people. 
This  firm  has  invested  ;^io,ooo  or 
;£i2,ooo  in  the  industry,  and  I  think  it 
should  receive  some  protection.  I  happen 
to  be  a  very  small  shareholder  in  the 
Wolseley  Shearing  Machine  Company, 
which  carries  on  operations  in  London. 

Mr.  McDouGALL.~Was  not  the  Wolseley 
machine  invented  in  Australia? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  was  invented 
by  a  station-owner,  I  believe,  on  the  Darl- 
ing. The  machine  is  made  in  England  and 
other  places — including  perhaps  Goniany 
— and  is  sold  largely  in  Australia. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith.— I  dare  say  that  If 
has  been  patented  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— And  probably 
patented  here. 

Mr.  Page.— That  is  no  great  crime. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Certainly  not. 
After  the  way  in  which  the  h(»iorabIe 
member  has  been  raking  me,  I  was  pleased 
to  have  his  assurance  this  aftemo<xi  as  to 
the  support  he  intended  to  gira  to  any- 
thing that  could  reasonably  be  made  in 
Australia.  Had  I  not  seen  these  wcvks 
myself,  I  should  not  have  thought  that 
they  were  so  successful. 

Mr.  Hedges. — If  they  are  so  success- 
ful, why  do  thev  need  protection? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  firm  is  not 
making  any  money.  It  is  struggling  to 
secure  a  sound  footing  for  its  invention 
on  the  market,  and  I  hold  that  the  manu- 
facturers of  the  Wolseley  and  other  shear- 
ing machines  ought  to  manufacture  them 
here. 

Mr.  BsucE  Shith. — The  honorable 
member  sees  no  objection  to  an  English 
patent  being  worked  in  Australia  bv  the 
patentees. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No.  I  should 
rejoice  to  see  anything  of  the  kind.  Some 
of  the  representatives  of  the  Canadian 
manufacturers  of  harvesters  said  scHiie  time 
ago  that  if  I  insbted  upon  my  proposals, 
I  would  compel  them  to  commence  opera- 
tions in  Australia.  I  said  that  I  should 
rejoice  at  their  doing  so.  If  they  did, 
it  would  mean  increased  employment,  and 
the  distribution  of  more  capital  in  Aus- 
tralia: It  would  be  far  better  to  have 
manufacturers  from  abroad  setting  up 
local  factories  than  to  continue  the  old 
system  of  importing  their  manufactures. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  Trea- 
surer will  agree  to  cwnbs  and  cutters  being 
free? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes.  The 
firm  to  which  I  have  referred  was  very 
fair.  I  put  many  questions  to  the  gentle- 
men whom  I  interviewed,  and  they  can- 
didly stated  that  they  did  not  ask  for  a 
duty  on  combs  and  cutters,  since  tbev  did 
not  think  they  would  be  able  for  sometime 
to  manufacture  tnem.  I  do  not  kpTw 
^vhether  or  not  they  can  make  the  tension, 
but  I  wish  to  give  them  a  chance  to  de- 
velope  the  industry  which  they  have  so 
pluckily  started. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling  Downs)  [9.13]. 
— I  found  recently  that  there  was  scxne 
confusion  in  the  Department  of  Trade  and 
Cust(»ns  as  to  the  interpretatirai  of  the 
term  "  shearing  machines."  For  some  time, 
they  have  been  classing  as  a  sfaearing^  ma- 
chine, not  only  the  ccmib  and  cutter,  but 
pj^tion  of  the  d.aygjji^,§^©e9(t^te  "^^^^ 


Tar^         [25  XovKHBER,  1907.]         {Item  1&5). 


6677 


Sir  William  Lyne. — I  propose  to  in- 
clude everything  up  to  the  shafting. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  shearer  classes  as 
a  shearing  machine  the  instrument  that  he 
holds  in  his  hand,  and  which  has  been  ex- 
hibited in  this  chamber,  but  the  Depart- 
ment of    Trade   and   Customs  includes 
wMiin  tiie  term  the  rod  that  guides  the 
machine  and  the  bevel  wheel  whidi  drives 
it.     The  shafting  and  the  brackets  are 
classed  with  the  motive  power  under  the 
heading  of  machinery.    There  is  no  reason 
why  al!  the  driving  power  and  shafting 
should  not  be  made  in  Australia,  but  T 
wou\d  impress  upcm   honorable  monbers 
the  fact  that  we  should  consider  the  pro- 
bable effect  of  this  duty  on  the  man  who 
has  to  make  bis  living  by  taking  the  wool 
off  the  sheep  by  one  of  these  machines. 
All  machines  are  not  equaliy  effective.  The 
Wolseley  machine  has  long  held  sway  as 
^  best ;  but  there  is  CHie  make  which  the 
shearers  will  not  touch.    I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  that  the  brand  of  machine  to 
which  the  Minister  has  referred,  has  not 
given  some  satisfaction. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I   have  been  in- 
formed that  it  has. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — I  have  heard  favorable 
accounts  of  the  Australian  invention  to 
which  the  Treasurer  has  referred ;  but  the 
duty  will  not  cause  the  manufacture  to 
turn  out  a  good  article.  Unless  the  inven- 
tion itself  is  good,  the  duty  will  not  help 
it.  It  will  merely  have  the  effect  of  rais- 
ing the  price  of  the  Wolseley  machine, 
which  I  should  like  to  see  manufactured  in 
Australia.  The  combs  and  cutters  come 
within  the  category  of  cutlery,  in  the  sense 
that  certain  firms  specialize  in  their  manu- 
facture, and  in  most  machines  they  are  in- 
terchangeable.   They  should  be  made  free. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  shall  take  care 
that  that  is  done. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— If  combs  and  cutters 
are  not  placed  on  the  free  list,  the  duty 
will  be  a  tax  upcm  the  industry.  We  have 
to  xemember  that  the  local  manufacturers 
have  been  handicapped  by  a  duty  cm  their 
raw  material,  and  I  tiiink  that,  in  acC(H-d- 
anoe  with  the  policy  of  the  Government, 
they  ought  to  have  some  encouragement. 
They  could  continue  to  import  the  combs, 
the  cutters,  and  the  tension.  The  manu- 
facturers of  the  Wolseley  machines  have 
long  held  most  of  the  Australian  trade, 
and  if  tbey  wish  to  keep  it  they  should 
commence  operaticms  here. 

Mr.  POYNTON  ^Grey)  [9.18].— It  is  all 
ver)-  well  for  the  Treasurer  to  spring  a 


new  sheep-shearing  machine  upon  the 
Committee,  and  to  assure  us  that  it  works 

well. 

Mr.  Page. — It  is  not  a  new  machine. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— As  a  matter  of  fact, 
nobody  knows  better  than  does  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Darling,  that  the  shearer 
depends  chiefly  upon  the  Wolselev  ma- 
chine. Now,  it  is  proposed  to  levy  a  duty 
upon  sheep-shearing  machines,  combs  and 
cutters,  which  the  shearer  will  have  to 
pav.  The  shearers  buy  the  shearing  ma- 
chines. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — They  can  refuse  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— The  Secretary  of  the 
Shearers'  Union  in  South  Australia  In- 
formed me  sane  time  ago  that  the  ^eaim 
purchased  the  majority  of  these  machines. 
FrcwQ  my  own  experience^  I  know  that 
these  men  are  reluctant  to  abandon  the 
class  of  machine  to  which  they  have  grown 
accustomed.  We  are  being  asked  to  sanc- 
tion a  serious  experiment,  and  one  which 
may  be  attended  with  disastrous  conse- 
quences if  the  machine  of  which  the  Trea- 
surer has  spoken  should  not  prove  to  be 
what  it  is  represented  to  be.  But  I  wish 
to  know  why  the  shearers'  tools  of  trade 
should  not  be  placed  upon  the  free  list? 
The  Treasurer  does  not  hesitate  to  place 
the  tools  of  trade  of  manufacturers  in  that 
category.  The  sheep-shearing  machine  is 
about  the  last  article  upon  which  I  would 
impose  a  duty,  especially  in  the  light  of 
the  meagre  infonnation  which  has  been 
fortbcommg  tO-night.  I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther the  Treasurer  has  made  any  announce- 
ment concerning  his  intenticms  in  respect 
of  cream  separators.  He  stated  the  other 
day  that  he  gathered  that  there  was  a  oon- 
sensus  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  honor  ■ 
able  members  in  favour  of  placing  these 
articles  upon  the  free  list.  I  find  that 
the  annual  value  of  our  imports  under  this 
heading  is  ^£144.032,  of  which  only 
^14,000  worth  are  ot  British  origin. 
Cream  separators  to  the  value  of  ;^i3,7oo 
are  annually  imported  from  Belgium,  and 
£z*90o  worth  come  from  Denmark.  From 
Knibbs'  statistics,  I  learn  that  cream 
separators  are  the  only  articles  specified  in 
the  item  whidi  have  paid  any  duty.  I 
would  further  pomt  out  that  the  most 
popular  separators  are  imported  from 
Sweden  and  Denmark.  Recently  I  noticed 
that  the  United  States  had  ordered  25,000 
of  these  machines  from  We^ett^  ti^ith- 
standing   all   their   protection.     In  m- 
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Judgment,  they  ought  certainly  to  be 
placed  uptm  the  free  list,  and,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  honorable  member  for  Indi, 
who  a  few  days  ago  gave  notice  of  his  in- 
tention to  move  in  that  direction,  I  intend 
to  move — 

That  the  words  "Cream  Sepaiators"  be  left 
out. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [9.26].— The 
Treasurer  has  moved  to  eliminate  sheep- 
shearing  machines  frcxn  this  item,  with  the 
intention,  I  presume,  of  including  them  in 
item  164.  The  honorable  member  for 
Grey  has  declared  that  he  is  not  prepared 
to  tax  the  tools  of  trade  of  the  shearer 
any  more  than  the  tools  of  trade  of  other 
industries.  .1  intend  to  support  the  in- 
dustry which  manufactures  these  tools  of 
trade.  The  ^eep-shearing  madiine  whidi 
has  been  exhibited  to  the  Committee,  is 
exceedingly  well  made,  and,  seeing  that 
2,000  has  been  invested  in  the  indus- 
try, it  is  certainly  deserving  of  encourage- 
ment. The  hat  industry  has  received  sub- 
stantial assistance,  and  I  shall  sup- 
port the  Treasurer  in  his  desire  to  in- 
clude this  article  in  another  item,  and  to 
impose  a  high  duty  upon  it.  The  local 
shearing  machine  is  the  MofFat-Virtue 
patent,  and  it  might  be  given  the  benefit 
of  a  duty  in  view  of  the  duties  Agreed  to 
on  woollens  and  hats. 

Mr.  HUGHES  (West  Sydney)  [9.30]. 
— ^The  Treasurer  is  asking  the  Committee 
•to  do  business  in  a  very  unbusinesslike 
way  when  he  ocxnes  forward  at  the  last 
nunnent  with  inside  information  with  re- 
spect to  this  shearing  machine  which 
should  certainly  have  been  placed  before 
honorable  members  a  long  time  ago.  We 
should  be  told  what  is  the  output  and  the 
capacity  of  the  oompanv  in  order  that  we 
may  know  to  what  extent  the  pastoralist.s 
are  to  be  taxed  for  their  benefit  I  heard 
(Hie  person  say  that  these  machines  run 
hot,  and  that  the  Wolseley  machine  has  a 
better  joint.  If  honorable  members  will 
examine  the  machine,  they  will  find  that 
the  principal  patent  is  in  the  joint  as  the 
combs  and  cutters  are  a  verv  old  device. 
I  have  here  a  list  of  the  sheds  in  which 
the  local  machine  is  used,  and  it  includes 
about  200  in  New  South.  Wales  and  a 
smaller  number  in  Victoria.  If  we  assume 
that  it  is  used  in  400  sheds  altogether, 
that  would  represent  not  more  than  10  per 
cent,  of  the  total  number  of  sheds  in  Aus- 
tralia. So  that  the  Treasurer  asks  the 
C<xnmittee  to  tax  90  per  cent,  of  the  pas- 


toralists  of  the  Commonwealth  for  the 
benefit  of  the  makers  of  this  particular 
machine. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  pastoralists 
can  look  after  themselves. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— The  Treasurer  knows 
nothing  about  the  machine.  The  maker 
probably  said  in  the  most  straightforward 
way,  "I  cannot  make  the  combs  and  cutters, 
but  if  you  put  a  tax  on  the  other  parts  of 
the  machine,  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged 
to  >ou, ' '  and  the  Treasurer  af^ars  to 
have  said,  "  Very  good,  that  seems  a 
straightforward  proposition.  I  will  do 
it."  I  should  be  prepared  to  agree 
to  a  duty  if  it  oould  be  shown 
that  the  local  company  can  turn  out 
a  sufficient  number  of  good  machines. 
With  regard  to  cream  separators,  they  are 
on  an  entirely  different  footing.  They 
are  purchased  by  people  who,  in  many 
cases,  are  far  from  being  in  good  circum- 
stances. Tiie  10  per  cent,  duty  amounts 
to  about  15  per  cent,  to  the  ccHisumer,  and 
means  something  like  on  each  machine. 
That  is  a  pretty  heavy  tax.  Cream  sepa- 
rators of  English  make  are  no  good,  and 
as  the  honwable  member  for  Grey  has 
said,  the  Danish  or  Swedish  separatees  aie 
almost  universally  u^.  For  the  same 
reason  as  that  for  which  the  Treasurer 
proposes  to  put  a  duty  on  shearing  ma- 
chines, he  should  take  the  duty  off  cream 
separators.  The  honorable  gentleman 
would  do  well  either  to  lower  the  duty 
proposed  on  cream  separators  or  to  put 
them  on  the  free  list. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [9-35]  — I  haw 
here  the  hand-piece  of  the  shearing  ma- 
chine made  locally,  and  I  am  some- 
what surprised  to  find  that  it  was  not 
made  in  the  Commonwealth  at  all.  There 
is  no  difficulty  in  the  manufacture  of  the 
gearing  which  has  been  exhibited  here,  but 
the  manufacturer  is  not  making  the  hand- 
pieces of  these  machines,  which  are  ^ir 
most  important  part,  and  the  part  by 
which  the  shearer  must  make  his  living. 
I  do  not  think  in  the  circumstances  that 
we  are  justified  in  imposing  a  tax  on  these 
raadimes.  It  would  be  far  better  to  post- 
pone the  decision  on  tiie  question.  I  have 
no  wish  to  recOTd  a  vote  against  giving  any 
manufacturer  a  chance  to  enter  upon  the 
manufacture  of  shearing  machines.  There 
is  one  shearing  machine  which  has  a  prac- 
tical monopoly  as  it  has  become  a  favorite 
for  the  work,  and  gives  every  satisfaction. 
It  has  yet  to  be  proved  that  the  local  ma- 
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chines  wcHild  give  equal  satisfacticm,  and 
as  I  have  already  said,  the  hand-pieces 
of  the  local  machines  are  not  made  here. 
Sir  William  Lyme. — Some  have  been 

made  here. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— There  must  be  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  these  machines  used 
in  the  CommcMiwealth,  since  there  are  a 
cn^Ie  of  thousand  sheds  in  New  South 
Wales  al<xie.  Shearing  by  machinery  has 
now  so  largely  displaced  shearing  by 
hgnd,  that  it  is  very  imjjortant  that 
the  machine  used  should  be  a  good 
one.  I  do  not  think  we  should 
be  justified  in  agreeing  to  the  Trea- 
airer's  proposal,  since  the  local  manufac- 
ture of  these  machines  would  be  only  in 
the  experimental  stage.  The  matter  has 
been  sprang  upcm  the  Ccmmittee  rather 
hastily. 

Sir  WtLUAM  Lyne^ — I  am  always 
springing  something  upon  the  Committee 
hastily !  If  I  waited  until  the  proper 
time  in  the  opinicHi  of  snne  honorable 
loembeis  I  should  wait  until  docHnsday. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — T  am  not  complaining 
of  the  Treasurer.  I  think  it  is  a  pitv  that 
the  manufacturer  of  these  machines  did  not 
appear  before  the  Tariff  Commission.  The 
matter  certainly  comes  before  the  Com- 
mittee  rather  suddenly.  I  admit  that  the 
local  firm  deserves  as  much  encouragement 
as  we  can  afford  to  give  them  in  keeping 
with  the  policy  adopted,  but  we  should 
know  exactly  the  effect  of  what  we  are 
dmng.  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  in- 
clude these  machines  under  division  VI. a. 
That  would  be  in  keeping  with  the  course 
previously  adopted  in  dealing  with  manu- 
factures in  an  experimental  stage.  I  see  no 
reason  why  the  local  manufacturers  should 
not  have  motection  for  the  part  of  the 
machine  whicb  they  make.  But  that 
should  be  defined.  Shearing  machines,  as 
at  present  understood,  cover  both  the 
driving  part  and  the  hand-piece  of  the 
machine,  and  the  duty,  if  imposed,  should 
apply  only  to  the  part  of  the  machine 
which  is  manufactured  here. 

Mr.  JOHN  THOMSON  (Cowper) 
[9.40} — I  understand  that  the  honorable 
inember  for  Grey  has  moved  an  amen'd- 
OKQt  on  Uiis  item,  to  exclude  cream 
Kparatots. 

Sir  WiLtiAM  Lyme. — I  have  an  amend- 
raent  before  the  Committee. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN  (Mr. 
Wius).— The  position  is  that  the  Trea- 
surer hu  moved  that  sheep-shearing  ma- 


chines be  omitted.  No  amendment  prior  to 
that  can  be  tzVen  unless  the  Treasurer 
temporarily  withdraws  his  amendment. 

Mr.  JOHN  THOMSON.— Does  that 
mean  that  if  the  Treasurer  does  not  with- 
draw his  amendment,  and  it  is  carried,  the 
oppOTtunity  to  deal  with  cream  separ^ors 
will  have  passed? 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN.— 
Yes 

Mr.  JOHN  THOMSON.— Then  I  shall 
do  my  best  to  prevent  the  Treasurer's 
amendment  being  carried. 

Mr.  Spence.— The  Treasurer  will  with- 
draw his  amendment. 

Mr.  JOHN  THOMSON.— 1  want  the 
Treasurer  to  give  me  his  assurance  that 
he  will  do  sa  I  am  not  going  to  be 
trapped  in  this  way.  I  prc^)ose  to 
against  a  duty  on  cream  separaM,  no 
matter  what  happens.  I  am  not  accus- 
tooaed  to  being  trapf^ed,  and  I  shall  be 
prepared  to  vote  against  the  Government 
proposal  in  connexion  with  every  other 
item  in  the  schedule  if  1  am  to  be  treated 
in  this  way  with  respea  to  cream  separa- 
tors. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN.— 
The  Committee  is  dealing  with  sheep- 
shearing  machines,  and  not  with  traps. 

Ux.  JOHN  THOMSON.— I  did  not 
say  we  were  dealing  with  traps.  I  do  not* 
think  that  such  an  attempt  at  humour 
comes  well  from  tlie  Temporary  Chairman 
of  the  Committee^ 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Caiare)  [9.43]. 
— I  have  been  very  mucJi  surprised  to  find 
that  since  this  item  was  sulmiitted  the 
Minister  has  indicated  that  he  proposes  to 
transfer  sheep-shearing  machines  to 
another  item,  under  which  they  will  carry 
a  higher  duty.  After  all  the  representa- 
tions which  have  been  made  to  the  effect  that 
these  machines  should  be  placed  on  the 
free  list,  or  made  dutiable  at  a  very  low 
rate,  I  am  the  mwe  surprised  at  the  action 
taken  by  the  honorable  gentleman.  This 
implement  is  an  Australian  invenlion.  It 
was  invented  by  the  late  Mr.  Wolseley. 
When  he  was  working  at  the  invention  he 
lived  in  the  vicinity  of  the  place  where  I 
resided,  and  I  remember  that  he  was  looked 
upon  as  an  idealist,  who  was  attempting 
to  accomplish  the  impossible.  However, 
he  ccmipleted  his  inventitm  fw  shearing  by 
machinery,  and  though  he  endeavoured  to 
have  the  madiines  made  in  Australia,  he 
was  compelled  to  take  his  inv«ition  to  the 
Old  Country,  and  hay^^^thQpjiwrf^re 
of  the  different  parts  speCiaUietf^ofcause 
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of  their  intricate  nature.  Others  have  since 
Hideavoured  to  copy  the  Wolseley  machine, 
but  in  the  opinion  of  shearers  generally 
it  is,  for  all-TOund  efficiency,  far  above  all 
other  shearing  machines.  I  have  here  the 
hand-piece  of  a  dw&ring  m^hine  of  the 
Moffatt-Virtue  patent  One  mi^^t  be  led 
to  believe  that,  with  the  exception  of  the 
combs  and  cutters,  it  was  made  in  Aus- 
tralia, but  the  card  attached  to  it  says — 

Not  yet  manufactured  in  Australia,  although 
only  n  question  of  a  little  time  when  it  can 
also  be  made  at  the  works  in  Sydney. 

Mr.  Chanter. — That  refers  to  the  hand- 
piece onlv. 

lU.  THOMAS  BROWN.— That  is  so, 
but  it  includes  the  intricate  mechanism. 
On  such  slight  evidence  as  has  been  put 
before  the  Committee,  the  Treasurer  pro- 
poses that  this  particular  piece  of  me- 
chanism, which  is  of  great  importance  to 
the  pastoral  industry,  shall  be  transferred 
from  an  item  under  which  it  would  be 
dutiable  at  lo  per  cent.,  to  another,  under 
which  it  would  be  dutiable  at  30  per 
cent.,  with  a  view  to  encourage  the 
manufacture  of  the  article  in  Aus- 
tralia at  some  future  time.  The  Min- 
ister, in  the  case  of  almost  every  piece  of 
machinery  that  is  not  made  here,  will 
alwavs  find  some  one  who  says  that  he  is 
readv  to  make  it,  provided  that  it  is  put 
upon  the  high  Tariff  list.  In  the  mean- 
while, the  industr)'  which  uses  the  machine 
has  to  suffer.  That  is  a  way  of  getting 
revenue  out  of  the  primary  industries  that 
I  do  not  care  for.  Should  this  firm  de- 
monstrate that  they  can  make  the  machine, 
and  are  making  it,  and  putting  a  good 
workable  article  upon  the  market,  they  may 
reasonably  ask  for  consideration  from  this 
Chamber ;  but  it  is  preposterous  to  come 
along  with  the  statement  that  in  a  little 
while  the  machine  will  be  made  here,  and 
with  a  request  for  a  30  per  cent.  duty. 
I  hope  the  Committee  will  not  agree  to 
the  remoial  of  the  article  frcxn  this  item, 
with  a  view  to  making  it  dutiable  at  that 
high  rate.  If  the  Committee  wants  to 
l)enefit  the  primarv  industries  concerned,  it 
will  make  the  article  as  nearly  free  as 
|K>ssible. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber say  that  it  is  not  made  hepe  ? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Yes;  but  it 
is  said  that  it  may  be  made  here  if  the  duty 
asked  for  is  imposed. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [9-47]-— 
This  is  history  repeating  itself.  The  in- 
ventor of  this  machine  happened  to  be  a 


constituent  of  mine.  He  was  the  late  Mr. 
Wolseley,  of  Cobram  station,  now  owned 
by  Janet  Lady  Clarke.  He  had  to  meet 
the  same  prejudice,  which  existed  then  in  a 
more  modified  form,  as,  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  exists  in  Australia  to-day.  With  his 
practical  knowledge,  as  a  sheep-owner,  of 
shearing  and  sheep  grazing,  he  tried  his 
best  in  Australia  to  induce  Australians  to 
take  up  his  inventi<m,  but  he  absolutely 
failed,  because,  then  as  now,  there  were 
in  Australia  thc«e  who  said,  '*  You  cannot 
invent  anything  in  Australia."  Like 
Brennan,  Whitehead,  and  almost  every 
other  Australian  inventor,  Mr.  Wolseley 
was  driven  out  of  Australia  by  the  preju- 
dice of  free-traders.  These  gentlemen 
had  to  go  to  England  and  the  Continent 
to  place  their  inventions  which,  when  thev 
are  in  the  hands  of  monopolists,  are  brought 
back  and  foisted  upon  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia at  an  enhanced  price. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — Did  England  put  a  i?uty 
on  that  invention? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— That  is  an  irrelevant 
remark,  because,  as  the  h<Miorable  member 
knows,  England  puts  no  duty  on  that  or 
any  other  madiine. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Then  why  did  the  hon- 
orable member  accuse  the  free-traders  of 
driving  Mr.  Wolseley  out  of  Australia? 

Mr.  CHANTER.  —  Let  the  honor- 
able member  possess  his  soul  in  patience. 
He  has  spoken  to-day  about  500  times  to 
m  V  once .  We  speak  here  of  the 
primary  producer.  His  so-called  friends 
here  agitate  day  after  day.  They  put 
the  primary  producer  in  the  un- 
fortunate position  that  his  brother  Aus- 
tralians cannot  make  a  madiine  to  take  the 
wool  off  the  sheep's  back,  and  they  have  to 
send,  to  England  fm  it.  They  have  also 
to  send  their  wool  to  England  to  be  ^iide 
into  clothes,  whidi  are  brought  back  to 
Australia.  They  have  to  send  backwirds 
and  fowards  all  the  time,  and  when  Aus- 
tralian patriots  ask  that  their  fellow  /us- 
tralians.  who  are  pioneering  the  industries 
of  Australia,  should  have  a  chance,  the  crv 
is,  "Oh,  the  poor  unfortunate  primary 
producer  cannot  stand  it  1 " 

Mr.  McWxLUAUS. — How  can  the  ma- 
chines be  made  in  England  when  there  is 
no  duty  there? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Simplv  because  the 
honorable  member  is  one  of  the  type  of 
men  who,  if  I  or  any  other  man  happened 
to  have  an  inventicm  which inyearsiW come 
would  mean  uniatdeci«eHwQ^^  asked 
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ttwB  to  put  a  few  pounds  into  it,  would 
say,  "  No  chance.  It  cannot  be  any 
good."  But  if  I  were  to  come  from  Eng- 
land, with  spate  on  my  boots,  and  a  hij;h 
Golbir,  and  a  '*  haw  haw"  manner,  the 
honorable  member  would  dive  his  hands 
deep  into  his  pockets,  saying,  "  This  is  a 
good  thing ;  it  comes  from  the  grand  Old 
Mother  Country."  Let  us  have  a  little 
patriotism.  The  honorable  member  for  Grey 
says,  "  Wait  till  Australians  make  the  ma- 
chine, and  then  come  down  to  the  House  and 
jsk  for  assistance."  Australians  ask  the 
House  now  to  assist  them  against  the  im- 
porter and  the  importers'  monopoly,  to 
enaUe  them  to  do  the  work.  When  Aus- 
tralians are  in  a  portion  to  make  the 
Wobelev  sheep-shearing  machines,  those 
who  are  "rigging"  it  and  charging  the 
pastoralists  of  Australia  what  they  like 
for  it,  will  have  to  reduce  their  price  to 
meet  the  Australian  competition. 

Mr.  Johnson. — All  this  pretence  about 
Austral  patriotism  is  based  on  jQ.  s.  d. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— There  is  no  pretence. 
The  honorable  member's  sympathy,  in  this 
case  as  always,  is  with  the  foreigner.  Mine 
is  always  with  any  brother  in  Australia.  I 
want  to  assist  him  and  to  build  up  Aus- 
tralia.   How  shall  te  build  Australia  up 
if  we  drive  Australian  im-entors  away  to 
Germany.  France,  and  America?      It  is 
time  the  Committee  took  a  puH  upon  itself, 
and  that  the  rubbish  we  hear  about  hurting 
this  man  or  that  man,  was  put  an  end  to. 
Every  Australian   is  benefited  bv  indus- 
tries in  Australia,  but  who  in  Australia 
benefits  by  industries  outside  Australia,  ex- 
cept a  few  importers  and  agents,  and  the 
agents'    riggers  ?      Manv  mis-statements 
have  been  made  about  these  machines.  An 
appeal  was  made  for  the  poor  unf(»tunate 
shearer.    We  were  told.  "  You  are  jjoing 
to  put  another  burden  into  the  shearer's 
swag,  to  bear  his  shoulders  down."  The 
honorable  member  for  Maranoa,  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Darling,  myself,  and 
wety  other  member  who  knows  anything 
about  the  industry,  is  aware  that  the  pas- 
toralists provide  these  machines,  and  that 
the  shearers  are  not  charged  for  them  at 
all.    The  appeal  frwn  the  other  side  is 
really  not  for  the  poor  man,  but  for  the 
<ther  matL    I  sav :    Down  with  this  false 
badness!     Stand  up  for  Australia  and 
Aoitralian    industries  \     Stand    by  the 
finn  who  want   to   make  machines  in 
Australia  to  take  the  w;ool  off  the  sheep's 
l«ck!    Help  other  Australians  to  convert 


that  wool  into  Australian  clothing,  and 
make  Australia  self-reliant  and  self-suf- 
ficing. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [9.54]. — This  ardour  is  really 
astonishing,  especially  coming  from  an  hcm- 
OTable  member  who,  not  long  ago,  urged 
that  the  duty  on  wire-netting  used  by  these 
very  same  people,  manufactured  in  Aus- 
tralia, and  giving  employment  far  exceed- 
ing .my  that  the  manufacturer  -  of  sheep- 
shearing  machines  would  give,  should  be 
reduced  to  a  low  level. 

Mr.  Chanter. — The  honorable  member 
is  entirely  wrong.  I  advocated  the 
suspension  of  the  duty  for  »x  months. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON— And  the 
hon(»'able  member  voted  for  the  low  duty 
which  is  nov  operative. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Because  I  could  not  get 
the  suspension. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Because 
those  very  people  who  the  honorable  mem- 
ber is  now  saying  should  not  be 
benefited,  could  not  he  benefited  bv  the 
susi^iision  of  the  duty  on  wire-netting, 
he  voted  against  giving  protection  to 
an  industry  which  employs  more  hands 
than  the  sheep -shearing  machine  manufac- 
turing industry  would  ever  employ.  Could 
inconsistency  further  go  than  to  advocate 
tlie  suspension  of  the  duty  on  wire-netting, 
and  \ote  for  its  reduction  to  5  per  cent., 
and  then  to  make  this  great  outcry  against 
the  reduction  of  the  duty  now  before  the 
Committee? 

Mr.  Maloney. — But  the  honorable 
member  for  Riverina  does  fight  for  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If  he 
was  fighting  for  Australia  then,  he  is  not 
fighting  for  it  now.  If  he  is  fighting  for 
it  now,  he  was  not  fighting  for  it  then. 

Mr.  Groom. — He  is  one  of  the  m<Kt 
consistent  protectionists  in  the  House. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— He  may 
be.  I  am  not  accusing  him  of  being  211 
inconsistent  protecticmist,  but  the  "  hi- 
falutin "  which  he  indulged  in  to-night 
is  fxintradicted  by  his  own  previous  vote. 

Mr.  Chanter. — It  is  not  "hi-falutin." 
It  is  solid  fact. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  hon- 
orable member  has  taken  credit  to  himself 
for  all  the  patriotism,  in  the  Chamber. 
He  thinks  that  anybody  who  does  not 
agree  with  him,  and  who  will  not  insist 
on  a  high  duty  on  sheep-shearing  ma- 
chines, can  hav-e  no  patriptism.  so 
doing-  he  accuses  [ttS^If,Ms'Myi Voted 
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against  the  high  duty  on  wire-netting,  and 
in  favour  of  a  very  low  duty,  of  the  same 
want  of  patriotism.  I  do  not  accuse  him 
of  it. 

Mr.  Chanter. — The  honwable  manber 
should  be  fair.  He  must  <kiu>w  that  I  bad 
to  voce  against  that  duty  in  wder  to  get 

an  opportunity  to  vote  for  the  suspension. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  hon- 
orable member  did  not  get  the  suspension. 

Mr.  CtuMTER. — I  did  not  get  a  dianoe. 
I  had  to  vote  against  the  duty  first. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Surely 
the  honorable  member  is  thinking  of  the 
suspension  of  the  fodder  duties? 

Mr.  Chanter. — Na  J  had  a  notice  of 
motion  on  the  paper  regarding  the  wire- 
netting  duty. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  accept 
the  hcHiorable  member^s  statement.  At 
any  rate,  I  am  not  accusing  the  hcmorable 
manber  of  want  of  patriotism.  I  do  not 
think  that  he  does  want  it,  but  honorable 
members  on  this  side  of  the  Chamber  have 
an  equal  patriotism,  and  if  they  vote  lo 
reduce  duties,  they  do  so  because  they 
think  that,  in  the  interests  of  Australia, 
in  the  case  of  those  industries  which,  when 
high  duties  are  imposed,  are  a  tax  on  the 
community  and  cm  other  industries,  it 
would  be  better  for  the  duties  to  r«nain 
at  a  lower  level.  It  is  not  because  they 
object  to  local  manufactures  being  estab- 
lished. They  wish  to  see  all  local  manu- 
factures established  that  will  be  profitable 
to  Australia,  and  are  willing  to  sup- 
port them,  but  they  hold  that  many 
of  the  "industries  for  which  high  duties 
are  demanded  are  simply  parasites  on  and 
not  beneficial  to  Australia.  It  is  not  at 
all  necessary  to  indulge  in  the  personali- 
ties that  have  been  indulged  in-  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Riverina  accuses  hon- 
orable members  on  this  sI3e  of  want  of 
patriotism,  and  in  that  accusation  he  would 
have  to  include  himself,  in  view  of  his 
vote  on  a  previous  occasion. 

Mr.  Chanter. — My  failure  is  an  ex* 
ception.    Yours  is  all  the  time. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  think 
that,  if  we  liked  to  debate  that  question,  we 
rould  justify  our  attitude,  and  show  that 
from  our  stand-point  our  action  is  as 
patriotic  as  the  honorable  member's. 
The  honorable  member  said  that  the  in- 
\'cntor  of  the  Wolseley  machine  had  been 
driven  out  of  Australia.  He  was  not 
driven  out  of  Australia. 

Mr.  Chanter. — He  was  ioc  his  capital. 


Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON'.— I  do  not 
know  about  that;  but  he  was  not  driven 
out  as  regards  manufacturuig  here.  He 
had  the  patent  in  Australia,  and  could  have 
manufactured  here  if  he  chose.  No  cne 
else  could  have  manufactured  here  in 
oonpetition  with  him.  He  w&it  elsewhere 
for  his  capital,  and  manufactured  else- 
where. In  one  respect,  if  these  machines 
could  be  advantageously  made  here,  and  if, 
by  a  high  duty,  we  were  not  excluding 
other  and  better  madiines,  to  the  injury  of 
a  large  body  of  workers  

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  does  not  affect 
those  workers  at  all, 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.- It  would 
injure  them  if  the  machine  manufactur-^ 
locally,  and  which  they  were  compelled  to 
use  because  there  was  a  duty  against  im- 
ported machines,  was  inferior. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — If  this  duty  is 
imposed  we  ^11  have  the  Wolseley  Com- 
pany here  in  six  mtxiths. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  1  he 
Treasurer  is  not  a  success  as  a  prophet.  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  locally  made  ri;a- 
chine  is  as  good  as  is  the  imported  or  not. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Has  the  honorable  mem- 
ber seen  the  list  of  staticms  which  are  luing 
it  in  his  own  State? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am  not 
saying  a  word  against  the  machine.  I 
know  nothing  against  it.  I  am  wilting  to 
accept  it  as  the  best  machine.  But  if  it 
were  not,  and  better  machines  were  ex- 
cluded, the  worker  would  be  injured  by 
the  likelihood  of  his  «nployer  buying,  and 
compelling  him  to  use,  a  cheaper  machine, 
when  better  machines  were  obtainable  at 
higher  prices.  From  the  Minister's 
stand-point,  if  this  machine  can  be  manu- 
factured here  successfully,  it  stands  on 
the  same  footing  as  oth^  machines.  While, 
personally,  I  shall  not  object  to  it  going  on 
the  other  list,  when  we  come  'to  that  list 
I  shall  try  to  reduce  the  rates,  not  because 
of  this  article  aXont,  but  because  I  thiiUc 
that  on  the  other  articles  as  well  they  are 
too  high.  The  Minister  has  stated'  that 
the  combs  and  cutters,  which  are  tools  of 
trade,  are  to  be  made  free,  which  I  think 
is  right.  One  question  which  I  raised 
has  been  satisfactorilv  answered- 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [lo.i].- 1  wish 
to  ask  the  Treasurer  if  he  will  withdraw 
his  amendment,  so  that  the  feeling  of  Uie 
Committee  mav  be  tested  in  regard  to  die 
proposal  to  put  cream  separators  on  the 
free  list 

Amendment,  bj^^ J««^^  (gi^fe 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hime— Trea- 
surer) [xo.3]. — I  do  not  know  much  about 
cream  separators,  and  have,  therefore,  to 
idy  to  a  great  extent  upon  the  knowledge 
<3i  others.  The  honorable  member  for 
CoKper  represents)  a  constituency  -where 
a  large  nomber  are  used,  and  he  assures  me 
that  they  are  imported,  I  think  mctttly 
from  Germany- 
Mr.  John  Thomson. — From  Sweden. 
They  are  covered  bv  foreign  patents. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  understand 
that  scarcely  any  come  from  Great  Britain, 
and  that  it  will  be  a  tax  on  the  people  of 
tiie  dairying  districts  if  they  are  retained 
in  the  item.  Although  I  am  loth  to  with- 
draw any  tax  wliich  might  have  a  protec- 
ti*e  incidence,  in  def-sence  to  the  view  of 
the  honorable  member  and  others  I  move — 

That  "  Crtam  Separators,  on  and  after  a6th 
November,  n>o7,  free,"  be  made  a  new  sub- 
iUa. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN  (Indi)  [10.5].— 
1  wid  to  know  what  it  is  proposed  to  do 
in  regard  to  the  other  articles  mentioned  in 
the  bem.  The  Treasurer  said,  when  I  pro- 
posed to  make  these  articles  free,  that  a 
good  many  of  them  could  be  manufactured 
here,  and  be  promised  to  tell  us  which  they 
aie. 

Sir  William:  Lyne. — Quite  so;  but  I  am 
not  prepared  to  do  so  now. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN.— I  have  not 
tuonn  the  Minister  to  be  prepared  with 
infcHmation  on  any  item  since  we  ccwn- 
menoed  the  consideration  of  the  Tariff. 
Apparently  he  gets  through  it  all  the  better 
by  not  knowing  anything  about  it. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Scr  William  Lyne) 
proposed — 

That  the  words  "Sheep  Shearing  Machines" 
be  left  out. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN  (Indi)  [10.7].— 
I  wish  to  point  out  that  testers  and  pas- 
teurisers, and  fibre  scutching  machines, 
cannot  be  made  here.  Hand-WOTked 
rakes  and  ploughs  combined,  and  hay  ted- 
ders, can  be  made  here ;  but  all  these  things 
*€re  formerly  on  the  free  list,  and  I  think 
they  should  be  made  free  again.  They 
are  all  of  great  importance  to  the  agri- 
cultural industry. 

Mr.    Stobbeh. — They  can  be  obtained 
free  from  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  HUGHES  (WesT  Sydney)  [10.8].— 
1  think  that  the  Committee  should  have 
swne  explanation  frwn  the  Treasurer  of 
^  statements  regardmg  sheep-shearing  ma- 
He  told  us  an  interview  with 
certun  manufacttners,  and  laid  on  the 


table  a  sample  of  one  of  these  sheep 
clippers.  This  provoked  the  h(Hiorable 
member  for  Dalley  to  deliver  a  most  in- 
teresting address  about  the  employment 
given  to  moulders  and  finishers.  It  now 
appears  that  his  elo^uance  was  misapplied, 
because  these  madimes  are  not  made  in 
Australia.  The  transmitting  gear  is  not 
necessarily  part  of  a  sheep-shearing 
machine ;  it  could  be  used  to  ope- 
rate a  dozen  other  machines.  The 
sheep- shearing  machine  itself  has  never 
been  made  in  Australia.  The  ticket 
attached  to  the  sample  which  I  have  speaks 
of  it  as  not  yet  manufactured  in  Aus- 
tralia, but  says  that  it  is  only  a  questicxi 
of  a  little  time  when  it  will  be  made  here. 
It  is  not  only  a  questicn  of  time,  but  also 
of  money  and  of  fools.  I  do  not  feel 
annexed  when  the  Treasurer  giv^  us  no 
informati(»i,  although  that  seems  to  irritate 
members  of  the  Oppoution;  but  I  protest 
most  ^phatically  against  statements  which 
axe  absolutely  misleading.  I  admire  good 
wwkmanship,  and,  on  the  strength  of 
what  he  told  the  Committee,  I  was  pre- 
pared to  protect  the  industry,  and  so,  too, 
was  the  hmiorable  member  for  Dalley. 
Now  it  appears  that  the  machine  is  not 
made  here  at  all.  When  I  asked  how  many 
were  made  here,  the  Treasurer,  or  some 
one  else,  handed  me  a  list  of  stations  in 
New  South  Wales. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — I  did  not  hand 
the  hcKiorable  member  a  list. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  think  that  the  list 
came  from  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Bourke,  whom  I  assumed  to  be  acting  in 
the  matter  as  agent  for  the  Treasurer.  If 
the  informaticm  put  before  us  is  tainted, 
we  shall  not  be  able  to  get  on  at  all.  I 
asked  in  how  many  sheds  was  the  machine 
fitted  up,  and  was  handed  a  list  attaining 
the  names  of  about?  two  hundred  stations  in 
New  South  Wales.  The  Treasurer  said 
that  it  was  all  right,  but  apparently  it 
was  all  wron|;.  I  am  pr^ared  to  stand 
anything  within  reason ;  but  I  do  not  pro- 
pc»e  to  stand  this  sort  of  thing.  If  an 
article  of  this  kind  were  being  made  here, 
i  would  vote  a  duty  of  20  or  30  per  cent, 
to  protect  its  manufacture,  but  I  do  not 
propose  to  vote  duties  like  that  to  start  a 
factory.  The  Treasurer  emphasized  the 
fact  that  the  combs  and  cutters  are  not 
made  here ;  but  he  gave  us  to  understand 
that  the  rest  of  the  machine  was. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lynb. — I  (Said^haJUthey 
could  not  be  made^^?  *(u>WW@Poth«' 
parts  could. 
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Mr.  HUGHES.— Given  suflSdent  protec- 
tion, and  high  enough  prices,  anything  can 
be  made  here.  No  extraordinary  .skill 
would  be  required  for  the  manufacture  of 
this  machine.  Many  more  delicate  instru- 
ments are  made  here.  Any  first-class  cutler 
in  Melbourne  could  make  these  combs  and 
cutteis. 

Mr.  Maloney.— Are  they  not  covered 
by  patent  ri^ts? 

Mr,  HUGHES.— The  Minister  said 
nothing  about  patent  rights.  He  led  nuist 
of  us  to  believe  that,  bar  the  combs  and 
cutters,  the  machines  are  being  made  here, 
when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  are  not 

Mr.  WILKS  (DaJley)  [10.14].— The 
pression  created  in  my  mind  by  the  Trea- 
surer's speech  was  that  he  had  been  to 
a  workshop  in  New  South  Wales  where 
he  had  seen  these  machines,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  cutters  and  combs,  aiade. 

Mr.  Johnson. — He  conveyed  that  im- 
pressim. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Yes.  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  intended  to  do  so.  He  said 
that  the  people  concerned  were  very  e'.t^r- 
prising,  and  had  put  _;£i2,ooo  into  the  in- 
dustry. Surely  that  amount  was  not  ex- 
pended on  plant  to  make  gear  for  trans- 
mitting power  or  to  make  the  friction 
wheel  illustrated  in  the  document 
which  has  been  put  before  us?  Looking  at 
the  machine  itself,  I  found  that  it  was  a 
well-finished  piece  of  work,  and  thought 
that  it  would  be  a  fair  thing  to  give  30 
and  25  per  cent,  protection  to  the  moulders 
and  others  engaged  in  making  it,  allowing 
the  cutlery  to  come  in  free.  If  these  ma- 
chines are  not  made  here,  I  have  been 
rather  fooled.  I  should  like  the  Treasurer 
to  explain  whether  the  fact  is  that  the  firm 
in  question  manufactures  only  the  trans- 
mitting gear  and  the  friction  wheel,  im- 
porting the  sheep-shearing  machines.  Will 
the  Treasurer  explain  to  us  whether  it  is 
the  instrument  itself  which  is  made 
here. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — The  honorable 
member  would  not  try  to  understand  if  I 
did  explain. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Now  the  honorable  m?n- 
tleman  is  tr>  ing  to  make  an  enemy  of  one 
who  wants  to  be  a  friend.  I  openly  said 
that  I  would  support  him  to  secure  the 
deletion  of  the  item. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not  want  any 
one  to  suppc«t  me,  unless  he  can  do  .<o 
honestly. 

Mr.  WILKS.— T  cannot  support  the 
proposal  unless  it  is  honest. 


Sir  William  Lyne, — My  infornuiiiD 
was  absolutely  true,  and  the  manipulation 
of  what  I  said  is  scandalous. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  am  not  trying  lo 
manipulate  what  the  honorable  gentleman 
said.  What  I  understood  him  to  say  w.s 
that,  with  the  exception  of  the  cutter  and 
the  comb,  the  rest  of  the  instrument  ^vas 
manufactured  here.    Is  that  so? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  did  not  say  .-nv 
thing  of  the  kind,  and  to  prove  that  I  did 
not,  there  is  the  instrument  with  tiie  at- 
tached ticket,  showing  where  it  was  siudt. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  heard  no  statement  of 
that  kind. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Does  the  honorable 
member  think  that  the  ticket  would  hiw 
been  left  on  the  instrument  if  it  had  been 
intended  to  deceive  him?  Let  him  be  4 
man.  and  not  a  monkey. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order  ! 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  honorable  member 
was  more  of  a  monkey  this  afternoon  when 
he  could  not  tell  the  truth  with  regard  to 
another  item.  He  tried  to  monkey  that 
out,  and  we  knocked  him  out.  I  can  un- 
derstand the  honorable  member  for  West 
Sydney  being  annoyed.  So  am  I.  The 
impre^ion  I  formed  was  that  the  body  of 
the  instrument  was  made  at  a  workshop  in 
Wool  loomooloo. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  certainly  got  tbf 
same  impression. 

Mr.  WILKS.— So  completely  did  I  ac- 
cept the  Minister's  statement,  that,  al- 
though I  had  the  instrument  in  my  hand, 
in  common  with  other  honorable  members, 
I  did  not  attempt  to  look  at  the  label. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Nor  did  I. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  was  not  the  only  mem- 
ber of  the  Ccmimittee  who  was  taken  in. 
There  were  other  honorable  members — fully 
half-a-dozen — who  etamined  the  instrument, 
and  admired  its  general  workmanship.  I  did 
not  look  at  the  label.  It  was  only  when 
the  honorable  member  for  Calare  was 
speaking,  sir,  and  when  I  was  occupying 
the  chair  in  your  absence,  that  I  was  as- 
tonished to  read  what  was  on  the  label. 
I  tell  the  Treasurer — and  it  is  of  no  iis^ 
for  him  to  get  warm  on  the  matter — that 
the  impression  I  had  was  that  the  body  of 
the  instrument  was  made  at  a  factory  in 
Wool  loomooloo,  and  that  the  comb  smd  the 
cutter  were  the  only  imported  parts.  I 
dealt  with  that  when  I  said  that  it  was 
M<^tt  and  Virtue's  patent,  and  I  used  the 
illustration  that  one  could  not  ^  into  a 
baiter's  shop  ^hich^lvaQ^l  fitfed  without 
sccmg  similar  cutlery.  T  shaU  have  to  re- 
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cGOsider  my  piomise  with  regard  to  the 
item/ and  to  vote  with  a  view  to  make  it 
liable  to  a  higher  duty  later  on. 

Sir  WIIXIAM  LYNP  <Huroe— Trea- 
surer) [iai8], — ^The  honorable  member  for 
Dalley  and  other  honorable  members  have 
deliberately  tried  to  twist  what  I  said  this 
afternoon.  I  do  not  go  by  crooked 
ways  or  round  about  like  5<Hne  perscms  do. 
I  held  this  instrument  in  my  hand>  and 
said  that  all  the  parts  but  the  comb  and 
cutter  could  be  mjide  here. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — That  is  right. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— I  said  that  the 
manufacturers  had  told  me  that  for  some 
time  dtey  could  not  make  the  ctxnb  and 
cutters. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — That  is  true. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— They  said  that 
they  had  made  some  of  the  hand  pieces, 
and  so  they  have. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  impression  I  got  was 
that  thev  were  making  the  hand  piece. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Here  is  the 
card,  which  is  attached  to  the  instrument. 
I  know  that  in  the  gallery  there  are  per- 
vm  who  are  trying  to  influence  honorable 
members,  and  who  should  not  be  allowed 
to  coooe  here.     It  is  very  improper. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Why  not?  The 
manufacturers  of  this  instrument  have  tried 
to  influoice  the  honwable  member  in  its 
favour. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Ttie  Minister  only  wants 
those  who  are  on  his  side  to  be  admitted. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— We  do  not 
want  any  aie  here.  I  do  not  want  un- 
true statements  to  be  put  into  the  mouths  of 
honorable  members  bv  men  who  are  in 
antagonism  to  these  manufacturers, 

Mr.  WiLKs. — I  have  ixit  been  out  of 
the  chamber. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— I  had  the  in- 
strument in  my  hand  with  the  card,  showing 
in  detail  where  it  was  made.  I  repeat  that 
some  of  these  hand  pieces  have  been  made 
iKie,  but  I  also  said,  in  answer  to,  I  think, 
the  honorable  member  for  Maranoa,  that 
the  manufacturers  were  not  making  them 
generally  in  their  factory.  They  have 
famd  it  very  difficult  to  manufacture  them 
without  some  protection.  But  some  of 
ttwm  have  been  made  here.  I  exhibited 
the  instrument  with  the  attached  card, 
showing  the  particulars  as  to  where  it  was 
°**de,  and  then  I  am  accused  of  trying  to 
■oislead  honorable  members.  I  have  had 
^'K^^  of  this  crooked  oxiduct. 

Mr.  WiLKs.— The  Ccmmittee  have  had 
««WKh  of  it,  too. 

U34] 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  had 
enough  of  this  crooked  conduct,  instigated 
by  persons  who  should  not  be  allowed  to 
ccxne  here  to  influence  hcmorable  members. 

Mr.  Johnson. — All  the  manufacturers 
are  sitting  in  the  gallery. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  informed  one 
man  that  I  did  not  want  him  to  tell  me 
anything,  and  he  told  -  me  that  he  was 
the  representative  of  the  Wolseley  madiine. 
I  know  all  about  that  machine  just  as  well 
as  does  that  man  or  any  member  of  the 
House,  as  I  am  a  shareholder  in  the  com- 
pany. I  have  used  the  machine  very  con- 
siderably, and  therefore  I  know  what  its 
quality  is.  The  Wolseley  Company  ought 
to  be  compelled  to  manufacture  their  ma- 
chines here  instead  of  sending  their  CMrders 
to  other  parts  of  the  wwld.  Th^  could 
do  it,  too.  That  is  the  cause  of  the  fat 
being  in  tbe  fire. 

Mr.  Deakin. — That  is  what  the  Ger- 
mans do. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Of  course,  they 
do.  I  do  not  like  reflections  to  be  made 
upon  my  straightforwardness,  for  if  there  is 
one  thing  upon  which  I  have  always  prided 
myself,  and  challenged  the  WOTld,  it  has 
been  that  no  person  can  accuse  me  of  hav- 
ing done  a  crooked  thing.  I  may  not  do 
a  thing  in  the  most  bland .  manner,  but  I 
defy  the  world  to  accuse  me  of  having  done 
a  crooked  thing.  When  honorable  mem- 
bers are  instigated  to  make  such  charges 
against  me  I  resent  both  the  charges  and 
their  authors.  I  have  stated  exactly  the  posi- 
tion. I  repeat  that  every  part  of  the  instru- 
ment but  the  comb  and  cutter  can  be  made 
here.  Like  the  honorable  m«nber  toi 
West  Sydney,  and  the  honorable  member 
for  Dalley,  I  believe  that  the  ccmbs  and 
the  cutters  could  be  made  here,  but  then, 
protxibly,  for  a  time,  the  cost  would  be 
so  great  that  it  would  be  a  very  high  pro- 
tection which  would  enable  the  manufac- 
turers to  make  them.  Surely,  in  Sydney, 
Melbourne,  Adelaide,  and  Brisbane,  we 
have  men  who  could  manufacture  the  ar- 
ticles at  a  price.  The  manufacturers  of 
this  instrument  seem  to  me  to  be  exceed- 
ingly straightforward.  I  did  not  ask  them 
to  attach  the  card.  They  brought  the  in- 
strunrent  here,  and  of  their  own  motion 
attached  the  card  so  that  honorable  mem- 
bers should  not  be  mistaken. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — I  took  the  Minister's 
word,  and  did  not  read  the  card. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— They  gave  me 
the  inf ormati(Hi  about  the  oontbs  juid^j^rs 
in  the  most  straightWlSAy Itri^P^aMiiot 
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ask  them  to  tell  me.  To  my  mind,  they 
acted  with  more  straightforwardness  than 
I  have  known  some  manufacturers  to  do. 
The  firm  have  invested  a  large  sum  of 
mcmey  in  the  industry,  and  according  to 
their  list  their  machines  are  in  use  in  an 
immense  number  of  sheds  in  Australia,  as 
hcmorable  members  will  see  if  they  read 
it.  We  shall  not  be  true  to  Australia,  to 
ourselves,  and  to  the  manufacturers  unless, 
when  tbe  circumstances  warrant  it,  we  ^ve 
help  to  those  who  help  themselves  in  the 
matter  of  industrial  development. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Panamatta) 
[10.21]. — Now  the  Treasurer  has  got  that 
out.  I  hope  that  he  will  not  die  of  apo- 
plexy to-night.  It  is  a  fact  that  most 
members  of  the  Canmittee  had  the  same 
impression  as  the  honorable  member  for 
West  Sydney  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Dalley.  I  know  that,  after  hearing  the 
Treasurer,  I  said  to  the  honorable  member 
for  North  Sydney,  "  I  think  we  shall  have 
to  vote  for  a  reclassificatiui  of  this  item." 
I  believed  that  the  Treasurer  had  told  us 
that  the  machine  could  be  made  in  Aus- 
tralia. 

Sir  William  L\*n'e. — So  it  can.  1  did 
say  that. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— 1  remember 
the  honorable  gentleman  holding  the  in- 
strument in  his  hand,  and  saying :  "  This 
was  made  here,  and  the  other  was  not." 
But  it  appears  that  we  ha\*e  all  been  under 
a  delusion. 

Mr.  WiLKS.— He  did  not  contradict  me 
when  I  said  it  was  a  well-finished  article. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Treasurer 
will  recollect  that  he  did  not  say  then 
anything  such  as  he  has  said  since. 
When  the  honorable  member  for  Darling 
said  he  had  been  misled,  and  would  have 
to  reverse  his  vote,  there  was  not  a  word 
frrro  the  Minister.  It  is  only  when  hon- 
orable members  on  this  side  make  a 
similar  announcement  that  the  Minister 
attacks  them  in  what  I  can  call  nothing 
but  a  silly  wav.  There  is  no  need  for  any 
anger. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — One  thing  is  certain, 
and  that  is  that  free-traders  have  no  right 
to  be  lobhvinp:  about  the  House. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  should  like 
to  challenge  the  Government  to  have  the 
galleries  cleared  of  ever\bodv  who  is  here 
on  business  connected  with  the  Tariff.  It 
seems  to  be  the  correct  thing  for  the  maker 
nf  this  instrument  to  erect  It  in  Parlia- 
ment House;  at  anv  rate,  the  other  day 
*  saw  it  being  erected  in  tbe  passage-way. 


Mr.  McDoi7GAU,. — That  was  not  rigbL 
According  to  my  view,  there  is  just  as  mudi 
against  lobbying  on  one  side  as  there  is 
on  the  other. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  let  sll 
these  people  be  outside,  where  they  ought 
to  be,  when  we  are  considering  this  Tariff. 

Mr.  Maloney.— The  representative  of 
the  Standard  Oil  Trust  bas  been  in  one 
of  the  rooms  of  Parliament  House. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  know  nothinn 
about  that. 

Mr. .  Maloney. — I  do  not  say  the  bwi- 
orable  member  does.  I  do  not  think  the 
honorable  member  would  allow  that  gentle- 
man to  lobby  him, 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  know  nothing 
of  the  individuals  who  get  into  the  lobby; 
somehow  or  other,  they  do  not  cccne  near 
me.  The  only  gentleman  who  has  been 
near  me  in  connezioi  with  the  Tariff  is  one 
of  my  own  cMistituents,  who  is  visiting 
Melbourne  at  the  present  time.  I  hope 
that  gratleman  has  a  right  to  come  to  see 
me ;  at  any  rate,  he  has  a  good  case,  wbicb 
I  shall  represent  when  we  arrive  at  the 
proper  item.  Since  the  matter  of  tebby* 
ing  has  been  raised,  I  think  some  stepi 
should  be  taken,  even  to  asking  Mr. 
Speaker  to  exclude  all  those  persons  ftcm 
the  precincts  of  Parliament,  so  that  ve 
majr  discuss  the  Tariff  free  from  influence! 
which  no  doubt  have  effect.  I  think  that 
that  is  a  very  fair  challenge  from  those  00 
this  side  to  those  on  the  other  side.  But, 
whoever  may  be  excluded,  we  have  the 
Secretary  of  the  Protectioiist  Assodatioo 
of  Victoria  always  in  his  place  here. 

Mr.  Maugsk. — The  honorable  manbei 
is  wrong;  I  am  not  Secretary  of  that  As- 
sociation. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Has  the  hon- 
orable member  resigned?  Has  the  hea* 
quarters  been  removed  frcwn  66  Bourlo- 
street,  and,  if  so,  where  is  the  new  ad- 
dress, and  what  is  the  name  of  the  new 
secretary  ?  At  any  rate,  I  can  con gra to- 
late  the  Postmaster-General  on  the  pro- 
priety of  his  action  since  he  became  Min- 
ister; it  is  just  the  action  I  should  hafe 
expected  him  to  take.  This  lobbying  has 
been  a.  yety  swe  point  with  IxNVvable 
members  on  this  side. 

Sir  William  Lyne.  —  I  do  not  like 
lobbying  at  all ;  I  do  not  want  any  lobbyist 
to  cwne  near  me. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  why  not 
get  the  whoIeDiatf  thote  pi^r^:^  removed 
from  the  precincts  of  Parliament?  The 
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Tnasuier  told  us  to-night  that  be  sug- 
gested that  tbe  maker  of  this  machine 

dxNild  erect  it  in  Parliament  House. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Just  because  It 
lus  been  Uie  custom  to  pomit  of  sudi 
CEhilnts. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— And  the  Trea- 
surer gets  red  in  the  face  just  because 
there  happens  to  be  somebody  here  who  is 
interested  in  a  rival  madiine.  Let  us 
dedde  ta  ask  the  Speaker  to  remove  l(M>y* 
ists  from  both  sides,  not  only  from  the 
House,  but  frcxn  Ministers'  noms,  where 
diey  are  to  be  found  most  frequently. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — They  have  never 
been  in  my  room. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Lobbyists  on 
ooe  side  may  come  only  into  tbe  House, 
but  lobbyists  tm  the  other  side  may  go  into 
Ministers'  rooms,  and  do  so  consistently. 

Mr.  Deakzn. — have  never  seen  Uiem 
tfaoe. 

Sir  WiuJAM  Lyne. — Nor  have  I. 
Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— They  have  been 
Ken  there. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne, — I  do  not  thihfc  I 
have  ever  had  any  stranger  in  my  room 
talkii^  orer  these  matters. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Prime 
Minister,  cmly  last  year,  when  the  harvester 
dnties  

Tbe  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  ask  the 
boDorable  monber  to  ccHifine  himself  to 
tbe  item. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.  —  To-morrow, 
vhen  the  Speaker  takes  tbe  chair,  T  shall 
bave  this  matter  out,  and  see  what  can  be 
done. 

Mr.  Frazer. — It  would  be  as  well  to 
I     have  a  clearing  up. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  matter 
ought  to  be  cleared  up,  because  what  is 
a  crime  on  one  side  is  encouraged  on  tbe 
other. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order  1 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— r  see  that  part 
of  this  item  consists  of  "cotton  gins," 
«)udi,  1  suppose,  are  machines  for  gin- 
ning cotton.  To  begin  with,  we  do  not 
produce  any  cotton  here. 

Mr.  Deuih. — Oh,  yes. 
J        Mr.  Gboom. — Cotton   is   produced  in 
Queemlaod. 

,  Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Very  Uttle;  at 
;  «>y  late,  we  have  xecently  decided  to  give 
^  good  bonos  00  its  production.  Does  it 
^  not  tern  absurd  that  we  should  seek  to 
i  an    industry   by  means  of  a 

^     boQus,  and  then,  at  ttie  same  time,  place 


the  tools  of  that  industry  00  a  dutiable 
list?  There  is  no  pretence  that  these  gins 
are  made  in  Austruia. 

Mr,  Maloney. — ^They  can  be  made 
here. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  why  are 
they  placed  on  the  free  list,  so  far  as  the 
Mother  Country  is  concerned,  with  a  10 
per  cent,  duty  against  the  foreigner.  It 
seems  clear  that  these  ^ins  cannot  be  made 
here  imder  present  circumstances;  and, 
therefore,  it  is  absurd  to  burden  them  with 
a  revenue  duty  while  we  are  seeing  ta 
encourage  cotton  producticxi  by  means  of 
a  btmus. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lynx. — This  item  is  prac- 
tical!) free> 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  think  all 
these  articles  ought  to  be  free. 

Mr,  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare) 
[10.36]. — I  should  not  have  risen,  but  for 
the  mysterious  hints  which  the  Treasurer 
has  thrown  out  with  reference  to  certain 
influences  in  and  around  this  Chamber. 
I  was  the  first  to  call  attention  to  a  false 
impression  that  the  whole  of  this  piece  of 
machinery,  with  the  exception  of  the 
comb  and  cutter,  was  made  in  Sydney. 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne. — I  never  said  that. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  did  not 
happen  to  be  in  tbe  diamber  when  this 
item  was  introduced.  T  was  writing 
a  letter  outside,  and  was  informed  that  the 
Minister  intended  to  put  these  machines 
upon  the  30  per  cent.  list.  I  then  came 
into  the  chamber,  and  was  told  that 
the  Minister  had  represented  that  the 
piece  of  mechanism  exhibited  by  him  had- 
been  made  in  Australia,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  cutter  and  comb.  I  took  the 
opportunity  to  correct  that  statement,  and 
to  point  out  that  the  people  whose  pro- 
perty the  article  was  did  not  claim  that  it 
was  made  here. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  did  not  say  that 
it  was. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— The  honor- 
able gentleman  amplained  of  theWolseley 
influence-  If  there  is  a  representative  of 
the  Wolseley  firm  present,  he  has  not  ap- 
proached me.  No  one  has  approached  roe 
with  reference  to  this  subject.  But  I 
happen  to  be  a  country  representative, 
whose  district  is  interested  in  this  matter, 
and  I  have  to  make  myself  acquainted  with 
the  needs  of  my  electors.  I  had  infor- 
mation which  I  was  able  to  give  to  the 
Ccmimittee.  If  there  is  any  objection  to 
lobbying  it  ought  not  to  be  ma(^^^|^o- 
tectionists,  but  by  free-traders.  o 
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Mr.  Fowler. — There  was  even  a  public 
notification  that  members  of  the  Protec- 
tionist Association  would  be  waiting  in  the 
tofabies  to  gi\e  informaucHi  to  .honorable 
members. 

Mr.  Mauger.— When  was  that  made? 
Sir  William  Lyne. — I    know  nothing 
about  it. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  am  here  to 
get  all  the  information  I  can  from  all 
iources.  If  a  protectionist  gives  informa- 
tion to  me,  I  will  not  refuse  it;  nor  will 
I  refuse  it  if  it  comes  from  a  free-trade 
source.  I  do  not  claim  to  have  technical 
knowledge  in  regard  to  these  matters,  and 
am  whling  to  learn  all  I  can.  It  comes 
with  a  \-ery  bad  grace  frran  the  Treasurer 
to  take  exception  to  any  person  represent- 
ing the  Wolseley  interest  t«ing  present  when 
the  representatives  of  the  Moifat-Virtue  pa- 
tent have  been  here,  and  have  even  been 
allowed  to  erect  one  of  their  machines  in 
the  precincts  of  the  chamber. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [10.40].— I  wa.s 
well  aware  the  Messrs  Moffatt  and  Virtue 
had  made  hand  pieces. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  see  that  they 
have  their  machines  in  600  sheds. 
.  Mr.  SPENCE.— What  surprised  me  was 
that  when  the  firm  which  I  have  mentioned 
sent  a  machine  for  exhibition  here,  they 
did  not  produce  one  of  their  own  make, 
but  an  American  machine.  They  have 
been  perfectly  straightforward  in  their  con- 
duct, though  they  have  not  shown  much 
courage  in  not  exhibiting  a  machine  of 
their  own  make,  I  have  been  informed 
that  they  are  putting  up  a  plant  for  mak- 
ing hand  pieces.  If  they  had  sent  for 
inspection  one  of  their  own  machines  I 
think  that  it  would  have  made  a  consider- 
able difference  in  the  feeling  of  the  Ccxn- 
mittee.  I  have  suggested  to  the  Treasurer 
that  as  hand  pieces  are  not  being  properly 
made  here  they  ought  not  to  be  dutiable. 
I  do  not  feel  quite  prepared  to  support 
an  industry  if  it  has  not  been  fairly 
started.  If  hand  pieces  were  eliminated 
the  case  would  be  very  well  met. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [10.44].— I  do 
not  think  that  the  Committee  is  quite  clear 
now  as  to  which  part  of  these  machines  is 
made  locally  and  which  is  imiwrted.  The 
Treasurer  accused  honorable  members  of 
misrepresenting  what  he  said.  Some  of  us 
were  under  the  impression  that  he  stated 
that  the  whole  of  this  machine  was  made 
here  with  the  exception  of  the  comb  and 
the  cutter.  The  honorable  member  for 
Calare  pointed  out  how  misleading  that 


statement  was.  Then  the  Treasurer  as- 
serted that  he  had  said  nothing  of  the 
kind;  but,  nevertheless,  be  suuequently 
repeated  exactly  the  same  statement,  and  I 
took  his  words  down.  They  were,  "Every- 
thing but  the  cutter  and  comb  can  be  and 
has  been  made  here." 

Mr.  Spence. — -That  is  a  fact. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— But  the  Treasurer 
denied  in  the  beginning  that  he  had  said 
such  a  thing,  and  immediately  repeated 
what  he  denied  having  previously  said. 
From  the  statement  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Darling,  it  ai^}ears  that  there  is 
some  truth  in  the  statement  that  the  ma- 
chines, excepting  the  comb  and  cutter,  have 
been  made  in  Australia,  but  those  made 
appear  to  be  so  clumsy  that  the  pec^le 
chiefly  ccmcerned  did  not  think  it  desirable 
to  show  their  own  but  an  American  model. 

Mr.  Spence. — I  did  not  say  anything  of 
that  kind. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — On  their  label 
they  say,  "  Hand  made;  not  yet  made  in 

Australia." 

Mr.  Spence. — I  said  that  the  firm  in 
question  had  made  some  of  these  machines, 
and  I  expected  that  they  would  have  ex- 
hibited one  of  their  own  make.  I  was 
surprised  when  I  found  that  it  was  not  so. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— On  the  card  attached 
to  this  machine  it  is  stated  that  the  hand- 
piece is  not  yet  made  in  Australia,  but  that 
u  is  only  a  questicm  of  time  before  it  can 
be  made  at  the  works  in  Sydney.  That 
is  in  conflict  with  the  statement  of  the 
Treasurer. 

Mr.  Spence. — It  means  that  it  is  not 
vet  commercially  made  in  Australia. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— What  is  the  meaning 
of  the  words  "  Not  yet  made  in  Aus- 
tralia?" 

Mr.  Storrer. — They  are  used  in  a 
general  way. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— They  are  used  with- 
out qualiflcation. 

Mr.  M  auger.  — The  mode  I  s  are  ma  de 
here,  and  are  sent  to  America,  and  after 
they  have  been  proved  the  machines  are 
brought  out  here. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Then  they  are  not 
made  here,  although  the  Treasurer  in  his 
first  statement  to  the  Committee  said  that 
they  had  been  made  in  Australia,  and  he 
repeated  the  statement  after  just  denying 
that  he  had  made  it  before. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  must  accept  the  statement  by  the 
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Xlr.  JOHNSON.—Quite  so,  Mr.  Chur- 
tsoR,  but  almost  immediately  af^  his 
denial — in  bis  second  speech  on  the  subject 
—he  repeated  the  statement,  saying,^ 
"evCTything  but  the  cutter  and  comb  can 
be  made  here. ' '  I  took  a  note  of  his  words 
at  the  time.  In  view  of  these  ctrnflicting 
statements,  I  think  that  we  should  oppose 
the  Minister's  proposal,  and  that  we  may 
safely  allow  this  machine  to  cone  in  free. 

Question — That  the  words  "Sheep 
Shearing  Madiines"  pn^)osed  to  be  left 
out  stand  part  of  the  item  (Sir  WzuiAX 
Lyne's  amendment) — put.  The  Comnut- 
tec  dinded. 


Ayes 
Noes 


14 

31 


Maj<Mrity 


Ans. 


Atkinsoa,  L. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Btovn,  Thonuti 
Cook,  JoKph 
Fowler,  I.  M. 
Hedrn,  W.  N. 
HcWillun*,  W. 
PoyntoD,  A. 


Sinclair,  H. 
Smith,  Bnice 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Thomson,  Duf  aid 

Teller  t: 
Hutchison,  J. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 


Noes. 

Mauger,  S. 
McDougall.  J.  K. 
Page,  J. 
Slorrer,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Wise,  G.  H 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 

Paiks. 

Kingston,  C.  C. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Harper,  R. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Webster,  W. 
Deakin,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Salmon,  C-  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Watkins,  D. 
Calts,  J.  H. 
O'Malley,  King 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Wynne.  A. 


Bamford,  F.  W. 
Cut,  E.  S. 
Chanter,  }.  M. 
Chapnan,  Atutin 
Coon.  ]. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Lfoe,  Sir  William 
Mathews,  J. 

Kclli,  W.  H. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Fnh,  Sir  Philip 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Bowden.  E.  K. 
Wilks,  W,  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Archer,  E.  W. 
Livingston,  J. 
LiOdell,  F. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Mahon,  H. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Edwards,  R. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [rass]— 
«nen  we  were  dealmg  with  item  148,  the 
Treasurer  moved  the  nnission  of  the  words 
"feed  grinders,"  and  a  number  of  buxv- 


able  members  were  under  the  impression 
that  he  intended  to  include  those  articles 
in  item  155. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  did  not  say 
that.  They  are  to  be  embodied  in  item 
164. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  admit  that  the 
Treasure  did  not  say  that,  but,  nei^rHie- 
less,    several    honorable   memb^  were 

under  that  impression.  I  therefore  move — 

That  the  words  "Feed  Grinders"  be  inserted 
after  the  word  "  steel." 

Questioo  put.    The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes      ...  ...  ...  II 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  32 


Majority 


IX 


Am. 


Brown,  Tilley 
Brown,  Thomas 
Cook,  Joseph 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
MrWilliams,  W.  J. 
Poynton,  A. 


Carr,  E.  S. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Frater,  C.  E. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  M. 


Sinclair,  H. 
Smith,  Uruce 
Thomson,  D. 

Tellers: 
Atkinson,  L. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 


NOIS. 


Mathews,  J. 
Mauger,  S. 
McDougall,  T.  K. 
P*g«.  J. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 

Teller t: 
Cook,  Hume 
Wise,  G.  H. 


Paibs. 


Kelly,  W.  H. 
Palmer,  A.  C 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Archer,  E.  W. 
Livingston,  J. 
Liddell,  F. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Mahon,  H. 
Edwards,  R. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [11.4]. — When  this  item  was  pre- 
viously before  the  Ccmmittee,  I  mentioned 
that  the  hcmorable  member  for  Angas  had 
given  notice  of  an  amendment  to  include 
in  it  the  words  "  hand-wMked  cultivatMS. " 
These  articles  were  free  under  the  lA** 


Kingston,  C.  C. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Harper,  R. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Webster,  W. 
Deakin,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Watkins,  D. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
O'Malley,  King 
Wynne,  A.  * 
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TarifiF,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  they 
should  be  dutiable  under  this  Tariff.  At 
an  earlier  stage  of  the  debate  the  Trea- 
surer stated  that  he  wished  to  eliminate 
sheep-shearing  machines  from  this  item, 
and  to  insert  the  hand-worked  cultivators. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  was  at  an 
early  stage  of  the  evening.  I  then  in- 
tended to  sulxnit  a  number  of  proposals 
which,  in  consequence  of  what  took  place, 
I  abandoned. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  Min- 
ister was  evidently  satisfied  as  the  result 
of  his  inquiries  that  hand-worked  cultiva- 
tors should  be  admitted  free. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyme. — I  proposed  to  in- 
clude a  whole  list  of  implements. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If  the 
honwable  -gentleman  will  move  the  inso'- 
tion  of  hand-wcvked  cultivators  I  shall  sit 
down  at  once. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11.6]. — Earlier  in  the  evening  I  ex- 
plained that  I  pro]f>osed  to  delete  certain 
articles,  and  to  include  feed  grinders  and 
a  number  of  other  machines,  including 
hand-worked  cultivators.  The  debate 
which  took  place,  however,  led  me  to  be- 
lieve that  to  attwnpt  to  do  so  would  be  to 
provoke  a  very  long  and,  perhaps,  an  im- 
pleasant  debate,  and  I  therefore  refrained 
from  doing  so.  As  the  hwiorable  member 
for  North  Sydney  presses  me  to  include 
hand-worked  cutivat<»s  in  this  item,  I 
move — > 

That  after  the  word  "  steel "  the  words 
"  Hand-Worked  Cultivators"  be  inierted. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [ii.8].~ 
Dealing  with  the  item  as  amended,  I 
should  like  to  say  that  the  arguments  ad- 
vanced show  that  we  ought  not  to  allow  a 
preference  of  10  per  cent,  in  this  case. 
It  will  be  admitted  that  the  proposed  duty 
will  not  operate  in  the  direction  of  pro- 
tecting any  Australian  industry,  because 
if  any  of  the  machines  referred  to  in  the 
item  were  made  in  the  Mother  Country  they 
could  be  exported  to  Australia  and  atunitted 
free.  The  bulk  of  these  machines  are 
made  in  America,  and  in  the  circumstances 
we  might  agree  to  give  considerable  as- 
sistance to  those  engaged  in  the  primary 
industries  of  the  country  to  whom  these 
machines  are  of  great  value. 

Mr.  Storrer. — The  free-trade  section 
of  the  Tariff  CfMnmission  recommended  a 
duty  of  to  per  cent. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— That  is  so,  but  the 
honorable  member  will  admit  that  the  pro- 


tectionist Government  did  not  aooept  thdr 
recommendatitni. 

Mr.  TuDOB. — The  protectionist  section 
of  the  Commissicxi  recommended  that 
these  machines  should  be  free. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— It  cannot  be  claimed 

lhat  the  duty  proposed  by  the  Government 
will  operate  as  a  pn^ective  duty,  and  it 
will  probably  be  admitted  that  Britisb 
manufacturers,  cm  account  of  the  limited 
Home  market  for  these  machines,  will 
have  no  inducement  to  enter  upon  their 
manufacture.  In  all  the  drcnmstances,  a 
duty  of  5  per  cent,  should  be  suflldent  to 
meet  the  case.    I  move — 

That  after  the  words  "  10  per  cent."  the  ivords 
"  and  on  and  after  a6th  November,  1907,  ad 
val,    (General  Tariff),  5  per  cent.,"  be  added. 

Question  put.   The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes     ...  ...  ...  16 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  20 


Majority 


AVGS. 


Brown,  Tilley 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Liddell,  F. 
McWilliams,  AV.  J. 


Poynton,  A. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Sinclair,  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Thomson,  Dugald 

Tellers: 
Atkinson,  L. 
Brown,  Thomas 


N0I8. 


Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 
Mauger,  S. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 

Kelly,  W.  H. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Fvsh,  Sir  Philip 
Rcid,  G.  H. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Willis,  Henrv 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Archer,  E.  W. 
Livingston,  J. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Mahon,  H. 
Edwards,  R. 


Page,  J. 

Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,   F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  J. 

Faibs 

Kingston,  C.  C- 
Watson,   J.  C. 
Crouch,  K.  A. 
Harper,  R. 
Hall.  D.  R. 
Webster,  W. 
Deakin,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Batchetor,  E.  L. 
Salmon,  C.  C 
Sampson,  S. 
Calls,  J.  H. 
O'Malley,  Kteg 
Wynne,  A. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amoidment  negatived. 
Item,  as  amended,  ^^^^df^lc 
Progress  reported. 


Special  Adjournment.     [25  Novembes,  1907.] 
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SUPPLY  BILL  (No  4). 
Assent  reported. 

PAPERS. 

MINISTERS  laid  upoo  the  taUe  the 
blowing  papers — 

Eiciie  Tariff  (Agacultural  Hacbinery)  Act, 
1906 — ^Judgment  of  Mr.  Josttce  Higgiiu,  Presi- 
dou  of  the  CommoQwealth  Court  of  Concilia- 
liOD  and  Arbitration  in  the  matter  of  the  applica- 
tioD  of  H.  V.  McKay  for  an  order  in  terms  of 
sectioB  J  (D) — (in  subrtitution  for  Paper  pie* 
acnted  on  iQtb  NoTcmber  instant). 

Andit  Acts — ^Tmnsfezs  of  amounts  approved  by 

Governor-General  in  Council — Financial  Yemr 
1906-7  (dated  sand  NovembcTj  1907). 

SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 
Motion  <Jby  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne)  pro- 

pOKd— 

That  die  Home,  at  its  risisg,  adjourn  until 
II  o'clock  to-morrovr  mwamc. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [11.18].— I  wish 
to  protest  against  the  nximber  of  hours 
for  which  the  Treasurer  is  keeping  us 
here.  I,  for  one,  am  not  going  to  stand 
it-  I  have  been  in  this  House  and  the  pre- 
cincts for  nearly  fourteen  hours  to-day. 
It  is  not  a  fair  thing.  The  Treasurer 
promised  us  last  week,  if  we  agreed  to 
the  motion  which  he  then  proposed,  that 
we  should  meet  at  10.30  a.m.,  and  adjourn 
at  II  p.m.  at  the  latest.  It  will  be  12 
o'clock  before  I  get  home.  Does  he  think 
that  that  is  fair? 

Mr.  TiLLEV  BsowN.  —  And  is  it  any 
good? 

Mr.  PAGE. — It  is  no  good  at  all.  The 
bkxxl  is  on  his  own  head.  I  will  stand  no 
more  of  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11.19]. — I  really  moved  that  the 
hour  of  meeting  should  be  11  o'clock  a.m. 
to-morrow  in  ccmsequence  of  the  honorable 
loember  complaining   just    now    that  he 
could  not  be  here  before  11.    I  should 
have  liked  to  make  the  hour  of  meeting 
lajo  a.m.,  but  I  know  that  some  honorable 
members  require   a   little   respite  in  the 
nwming.    The  odier  night,  when  I  was 
asked  by  tbe  hoiort^le  member  for  Kal- 
goorlie  to  agree  to  an  adjournment  at  1 1 
everv  night,  I  said  that  I  would  if  it  were 
possible,  and  if  a  fair  amount  of  work 
had  been  dwie;  but  I  declined  to  pledge 
mysdf  absolutely  to  do  it.    I  have  moved 
to  meet  half-an-hour  later  to-morrow,  be- 
cause it  is  now  a  little  past  1 1  o'clodc,  and 
I  want  to  keep  as  near  to  the  bargain  as 
posnble 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

HoQM  adjourned  at  ii.ao  p.m. 


fStonst  of  IxfpiTsrmantieB. 

Tuesday,  26  Nevemher,  1907. 


Mr.  Speakek  toc^  the  chair  at  xi 
a.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

PETITION. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN  presented  a 
petition  from  the  WUberforce  Gold  Dredg- 
ing C(Mnpany,  of  Stanley^  Victoria,  pray- 
ing the  House  to  grant  an  ex^ption  from 
or  rebate  of  Customs  duty  aa  a  partaide 
engine. 

PedticHi  received  and  read. 

BUTTER  BOXES:  BOND. 

Mr.  JOHN  THOMSON.— I  beg  to  ask 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  draw- 
back on  timber  used  in  the  making  of 
butter  boxes  is  not  always  participated  in 
by  the  persons  who  have  origiiully  paid 
the  duty  on  such  timber,  and  also  that 
some  of  the  boxes  are  not  exported,  lie 
will  make  provision  for  the  making  of 
buttep  boxes  in  hand,  so  that  all  persons 
purchasing  boxes  may  participate  in  the 
exemption  intended  by  the  Minister? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.  —  The 
whole  question  of  rebate  in  con- 
nexion with  butter  boxes  and  fruit 
cases  is  now  under  consideraticxi.  We  de- 
sire to  give  every  possible  help  to  tbe 
primary  producer.  At  the  same  time,  we 
are  anxious  that  if  it  is  to  be  done  in  the 
fexm  of  a  rebate,  the  money  shall  go  into 
the  proper  pockets.  We  have  also  to  give 
due  consideratirai  to  the  timber  industry. 
I  am  hopeful  that,  with  the  information  I 
have  at  hand,  we  shall  evolve  something 
which  will  be  satisfactixy  to  all  parties 
concerned.  Immediately  I  am  in  a  posi- 
tion to  give  any  information  to  the  House 
I  shall  be  glad  to  do  so. 

PARLIAMENT  HOUSE. 

Exhibits  :  Lobbying. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  de- 
sire to  address  to  you  a  questitm  atlecting 
the  privileges  of  honorable  members.  On 
the  door  of  a  room  adjoining  the  Opposi- 
tion rocm  there  is  posted  a  notice  "  Strictly 
private.  For  members  only,"  and  signed 
under  order  by  the  Serjeant-at-Ands.  In 


6593  Parliament        [REPRESENTATIVES.]  Houte. 


that  loom  there  has  been  etected  by  some 
strangers  a  machine  with  the  object  of  in- 
fluencing the  votes  of  honorable  members 
in  regard  to  the  duty  on  that  particular 
machine.  What  I  desire  to  know,  sir,  is 
whether  it  has  been  erected  there  with  your 
authority  or  with  your  permission,  and,  if 
so,  wiii  importers  of  machinery  be  ac- 
corded a  like  privilege  if  they  should  de- 
sire it? 

Mr.  Bhuce  Smith. — We  want  a  sample 
room  here  apparently. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— In  the  corridors  and 
passages  between  members'  rocans  and  the 
chamber  there  are  posted  notices  requesting 
honorable  members  not  to  introduce 
strangers  into  the  loU>ies  and  corridors 
during  the  sitting  of  the  House.  Yet  time 
after  time,  while  the  House  is  sittings 
when  honorable  members  desire  to  pass  to 
or  from  their  rooms,  they  have  to  pass 
through  what  seems  like  a  public  thorough- 
fare, in  which  they  are  intercepted  and 
importuned  by  strangers  in  regard  to  differ- 
ent items  in  the  Tariff.  I  desire  to  know, 
sir,  if  that  is  not  in  contravention  of  your 
order ;  also  whether  you  gave  permission 
for  a  machine  to  be  erected  in  a  private 
room;  and,  further,  whether  similar  per- 
mission will  be  given  to  other  persons  if 
desired?  I  have  asked  these  questions  be- 
cause the  hcHiorable  member  for  Hume  last 
nieht  professed  great  indignation  at  the 
alleged  fact  that  the  representative  of  an 
impcHting  firm  had  been  seen  in  the  pre- 
cincts of  the  House;  though  he  appeared 
to  regard  it  as  quite  proper  that  local 
manufacturers  should  be  present  in  battal- 
icms. 

Mr,  SPEAKER.  —  I  presume  that  the 
room  to  which  the  honorable  member  re- 
fers is  that  whidi  is  commonly  known  as 
the  north  lobby. 

Mr.  Johnson, — ^Yes. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— About  ten  days  ago 
the  Treasurer  asked  me  whether  a  room 
could  be  spared  in  that  part  of  the  build- 
ing for  the  erection  of  an  Australian- made 
sheep-shearing  machine.  I  asked  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  as  to  the  amount  of  space 
required*  and,  having  ascertained  what  it 
was,  I  said  that  the  machine  might  be 
stooid  in  the  room,  which  is  not  strictly  a 
private  room,  but  really  the  entrance  to 
that  side  of  the  building.  I  may  men- 
tion, although  it  has  not  been  referred  to 
by  the  honorable  member  few  Lang,  that  I 
found  that  the  machine  was  being  placed 
in  the  corridor  immediately  opposite  the 


door.  Of  course,  it  was  imposuUe  to  al- 
low that.  I,  therefore,  gave  instructions 
that  it  should  be  placed  where  it  was  in- 
tended to  be  placed — in  the  north  lobby. 
I  do  not  think  that  any  inconvenience 
will  be  caused  to  htxiorable  members  by 
the  exhibit.  So  far  as  space  may  permit 
in  that  room,  but  not  in  the  corridcKS, 
which  are  reserved  for  the  use  of  hon<»rable 
manbers  only,  I  shall  be  prepared  to  give 
leave  for  the  placing  of  any  exhibit  of  a 
similar  kind.  With  regard  to  the  presence 
of  strangers  in  the  corridors,  I  may  say 
that  sue  weeks  or  two  months  ago  I  called 
a  meeting  of  the  House  Committee  be- 
cause of  the  lobbying  which  was  taking 
place,  not  only  in  the  Queen's  Hall,  but 
in  the  immediate  precincts  of  the  Chamber 
—lobbying  which  seemed  to  me  most  ob- 
jectionable, and  to  which  the  members  of 
any  party  in  the  House  ought  not  to  be 
subjected  by  strangers.  The  House  Com- 
mittee resolved  that  for  the  convenience  of 
those  persons  who  mig^t  desire  to  see  hon- 
orable members,  tables  and  diairs  should 
be  placed  in  the  Queen's  Hall.  The  Com- 
mittee thought  that  was  the  nearest  place 
to  the  Chamber  where  such  intercourse 
ought  to  be  allowed.  At  the  same  time 
notices  were  posted  in  the  corridors  ask- 
ing honorable  members  not  to  introduce 
strangers  to  those  portions  of  the  building 
reserved  for  their  own  use.  If,  in  spite  of 
the  request  of  the  House  Cranmittee,  hon- 
orable members  have  introduced  strangers 
I  am  very  sorry.  That  is  a  matter  for 
honwable  members  themselves  to  consider. 
I  cann<^  accept,  and  I  am  sure  that  the 
House  Committee  cannot  accept,  respon- 
sibility^  for  the  introduction  of  strangers  in 
such  circumstances,  because  it  is  impossible 
for  the  oflBcers  of  the  House  to  know  for 
what  purpose  an  honorable  member  may 
be  bringing  a  friend  into  a  corridor. 

Mr.  MALONEY.  —  Mr.  Speaker,  fol- 
lowing upon  the  question  of  the  honorable 
memfer  for  Lang,  I  think  it  is  only  fair 
for  me  to  ask  you  whether  you  are  aware 
that  the  Standard  Oil  Trust  of  America 
have  sent  out  a  special  commissioner, 
namely,  Mr.  Campbell,  and  that  be  has 
been  taken  into  one  of  the  corner  rooms 
in  order  to  lobby  htHioraUe  manbers  who 
sit  on  die  same  side  of  the  House  as  does 
the  hwiorable  member  for  Lang? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  never  heard  of  the 
matter  before. 

«t^r  ^"""^^^a^^^®®^^*^ 


Cloture. 


\26  NovEUBEK,  1907.]    Japaneae  Iron  Industry.  6593 


CLOSURE. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  desire  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  whether,  with  a  view 
to  hasten  the  progress  of  the  Tariff,  he 
will  consider  the  propriety  of  adc^>ting  t^e 
suggestion  of  the  A;^- newspaper^  and  ap- 
ply the  closure  to  tfe  Opposition  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— So  far  as  the  rules  of 
the  House  have  permitted,  we  have  been 
applying  the  closure  of  common-sense  and 
sotmd  judgment  to  the  Oppositi<m,  and  we 
propose  to  continue  that  practice. 

CHINESE  HELMETS  FOR  POSTAL 
OFFICIALS. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  desire  to  ask 
the  Postmaster-General,  without  notice, 
whether  it  is  true  that  the  new  head 
gear  supplied  to  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph Department  in  Adelaide  consists  of 
helmets  made  in  China;  and,  if  so,  u  ic 
because  there  is  no  suitable  head  gear  of 
Australian  manufacture? 

Mr.  MAUGHR.— -If  the  case  is  as  the 
honorahle  member  states  it,  there  will  be 
trouble.  I  am  not  aware  that  it  is  so. 
But  I  nill  maVe  inquiries,  and,  if  the  facts 
are  as  related,  will  have  the  order  can- 
celled, if  that  be  possible. 

CRIilEA  AND  INDIAN  MUTINY 

VETERANS. 
Sir  JOHN   FORREST.  — I  wish  to 
ask  the   Frinie    Minister   a  question, 
without  notice.     I   observed,  with  very 
much  pleasure,  that  on  Saturday  last  an 
ffltertainment  was  given  to  veterans  who 
had  taken  part  in  the  Crimea  War  and  the 
Indian  Mutiny.      I  was  sorry  to  learn 
that    several     of    those    veterans  are 
now  in  charitable  institutions,  where  they 
have  to  spend  the  evening  oif  their  days. 
I  know  that  this  is  rather  a  State  than  a 
Commonwealth  matter,  but  I  wish  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  whether  he  will  make 
inquiries  as  to  how  many  of  these  veterans 
are    resident     in     indigent  charitable 
institutions,    and    whether   he  will  take 
into  consideration    the   desirableness  of 
doing  samething — either   in  co-operation 
with  the  States  or  in  some  other  way — to 
make  the  evening  of  their  lives  as  pleasant 
a*  possible  for  them?    I  should  be  glad, 
and  I  am  sure  the  country  would  be  glad 
too,  to  see  these  old  soldiers,  who  have 
fought  the  battles  of  the  Empire,  pro- 
perly provided  for.      I  shall,  therefore, 
be  very  pleased  if  the  Prime  Minister  will 
make  mquiries  as  to  how  many  of  tfiem  in 
all  the  States  of  Australia  are  in  receipt 
ud  in  charitable  institutions. 


Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  shall  have  much 
pleasure  in  endeavouring  to  obtain  the  in- 
formation asked.  My  colleague,  the 
Minister  of  Defence,  who  organized 
the  festival  for  the  veterans  on  Sat- 
urday, found,  on  inquir}',  that  a  cer- 
taui  number  of  them  were  in  cbaritaUe 
institutions,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  aUe 
to  come.  But,  in  addition,  there  were 
some  bed-ridden  or  otherwise  incapable  of 
attending.  Provisioi  was  made  for  them 
to  be  entertained  in  the  institutions  where 
they  reside. 

Mr.  MALONEY. — Arising  out  of  the 
Prime  Minister's  answer  to  the  question  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Swan,  I  should 
like  to  ask  him  whether  he  is  awaie  that  it 
was  discovered  in  England  some  years  ago 
that  many  of  the  Balaclava  veterans  were 
in  workhouses,  and  that  an  organized 
effort  was  made  to  better  their  concHtion, 
and  to  maJce  a  more  worthy  exhilntion  of 
Christian  kindness  towards  them? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  remember  the  funa 
being  raised  to  whidi  the  honcffaUe  mem- 
ber refers. 

JAPANESE  IRON  INDUSTRY. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.— I  should  like  to 
a.<ik  the  Prinie  Minister,  without  notice, 
whether  his  attenti(xi  has  been  called  to 
the  following  paragraph  published  in  the 
Age  of  9th  April  last — 

There  li  a  probability  that  a  Japanese-Aus- 
tralian iron  and  steel  iadustry  will  be  brought 
into  existence  very  soon.  The  Investors'  Review 
stated  in  a  recent  issue,  "A  large  steel  plant, 
to  cost  some  35,000,000  dollars,  is  reported  to  be 
about  to  be  erected  in  Jiipan,  and  all  the  ma- 
chinery has  been  contracted  for  in  the  United 
States  by  Japanese  agents.  The  greater  part  of 
it  is  to  be  delivered  before  the  end  of  the  pre- 
sent year."  From  another  source  we  learn  that 
recently  the  Japanese  Goremment  sent  emissaries 
to  Australia  to  report  on  the  iron  deposits,  with 
.1  view  to  their  utilization  in  Japiin.  We  are  in* 
formed  that  these  agents  are  now  negotiating  for 
supplies  with  the  Blythe  River  iron  mines  of  Tas- 
mania. 

I  desire  to  know  w^hether,  so  far  as  the 
Prime  Minister  is  aware,  there  is  any 
truth  in  that  statement? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— In  regard  to  the  first 
statem«it  I  have  only  the  authority  which 
the  honorable  member  has  quoted ;  but 
owing  to  information  received  from  the 
honorable  member  for  Laanecoorie  I  made 
some  inquiries  last  year,  which  did  go  to 
show  that  Japanese  Commissioners  were 
travelling,  one  might  say*  all  the  world 
over,  in  order  to  stiidy  th^i'vundfe^fet^ped  irwi 
resources  of  various  coimtries.    They  spent 
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a  considerable  time  in  Australia,  made 
careful  inquiries  into  our  iron  resources, 
and,  as  I  understood,  obtained  quotations 
for  the  supply  of  crude  iron  ore — that  is 
to  say,  iron  ore  untreated  and  fresh  from 
the  mine. 

MANUFACTURES 
ENCOURAGEMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  PALMER— I  should  like  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister,  without  notice,  if,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  Manufactures 
Encouragement  Bill  was  carried  by  a  large 
majority  in  this  House,  it  is  assumed  by 
the  Government  that  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  House  to  carry  all  the  clauses  in  that 
Bill,  includitig  clauses  8,  9,  and  10,  which 
are  objectionable  because  of  their  socialistic 
"tendency  ? 

■  Mr.  PEAKIN. — ^^The  confirmation  given 
on  the  second  reading  of  any  Bill  is  to 
its  principle.  No  House  of  Parliament 
has  ever  parted  with  its  right  to  criticise 
freely  and  if  necessary  to  amend  in  detail, 
in  Cfommittee  the  provisions  of  any  mea- 
sure. I  have  no  doubt  that,  after  the 
bon<Hable  member  hears  further  explana- 
tions, he  will  be  so  satisfied  with  the  wis- 
dom of  the  [ffoposals  in  the  measure  to 
whidi  he  refers  that  he  will  not  seek  to 
alter  them. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR- 
PROMOTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  should  like  to 
ask  the  Minister  of  Defence,  without  notice, 
whether,  while  paying  all  proper  attention 
to  the  requirements  of  humanity,  justice, 
and  human  sympathy  generally  in  relatiwi 
to  the  veterans  of  the  Crimean  war  and  the 
Indian  Mutiny,  he  will  also  take  steps  to 
see  that  the  barest  justice  is  meted  out  to 
those  men  in  Australia  who  fought  in 
South  Africa  a  few  years  ago.  Will  he 
take  steps  to  have  ccHifirmed  in  their  rank, 
attained  in  South  Africa,  those  men  who 
won  that  rank  fairly  on  the  field  of 
battle? 

Mr.  Maloney. — And  whose  rank  is  re- 
cognised by  the  Imperial  authorities. 
Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  EWING.— I  have  the  fullest  sym- 
pathy with  the  desire  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber, and  I  feel  that  any  step  of  the  kind  to 
which  he  refers  would  meet  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  House.  The  difl5culty  with 
regard  to  the  matter,  as  I  have  explained 
~»eviously,  is  this :  On  returning  from 
th  Africa,  men  who  had  won  certain 


posititMis  of  respcxisibility,  after  being  sub- 
ject to  the  best  test  that  could  be  applied, 
were  granted  only  honorary  rank  in  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  Page. — ^And  yet  they  had  full  rank 
in  the  Imperial  service  !  By  Jove  1  that  is 
re.'  hot ! 

Mr.  EWING. — It  was  local  rank  to 
which,  they  attained. 

Mr.  .Page. — What  better  test  could  there 
be  than  that  they  had  to  endure  on  tiie 

battle  field  ? 

Mr.  EWING.— I  quite  agree  with  the 
honorable  member.  It  has  appeared  to 
me  that  these  men,  having  passed  the  best 
of  tests  up  to  the  rank  which  they  hold 
- — being  placed  by  competent  oflBcers  in 
the  discharge  of  duries  pertaining  to  those 
ranks — might  well  have  been  allowed  to 
dispense  with  any  further  test.  But  their 
cases  were  decided  se\'eral  years  ago 

Mr.  Malonet. — By  Major-General  Hut- 
ton. 

Mr.  EWING.— It  was  decided  that  the 
rank  which  they  held  on  returning  from 
South  Africa  could  only  be  honorary  rank. 
That  decision  has  obtained  from  then  tiU 
now.  A  number  of  the  men  in  question 
have  since  passed  the  specified  examina- 
tion. A  difficulty  has  therefore  been 
created  which  it  is  hard  to  deal  with.  I 
have  infoimed  the  House  previously  that 
I  feel  that  it  is  in  oxiformity  with  right 
and  equity  that  their  case  should  be  con- 
sidered. I  will  give  further  Gonsideratkn 
to  the  matter.  I  do  not  care  to  say 
any  more  at  present  It  will  he  tmder- 
stood  that  in  a  large  service  like  die 
military  service — as  in  every  other  service 
— it  is  not  possible  to  deal  with  individual 
instances  on  their  own  merits.  We  must 
have  a  general  principle  and  must  «i- 
deavour  to  treat  all  cases  alike.  I  agree 
with  the  hmorable  member  who  has  asked 
tlie  question  as  to  the  ^neral  principle^  and 
will  endeavour  to  bnng  about  the  result 
which  I  am  sure  he  desires. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — If  equity  and  good 
conscience  demand  it,  why  not  make  a  prin- 
ciple to  fit  these  cases? 

Mr.  EWING.— I  shall  endeavour  to 
deal  with  the  matter  as  promptly  as  pos- 
sible. 

GOVERNMENT  PRINTING  OFFICE. 
SYDNEY. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  asked  the  Treasurer, 

upon  notice —  t 

I.  What  was  the  amount  paid  ^to  the  New 
South  Walei  Govenment  Printing    Office  frt 
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ffrintioj;  the  report  of  the  Colonial  Cooference 
awl  the  report  of  Mr.  Beale  in  connexioD  with 
Patent  Medicioes,  respectively? 

a.  What  is  the  value  of  Commonwealth  piint- 
ine  executed  by  the  New  South  Wales  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office  from  1st  January  to  3xst 
October  of  the  current  Tear? 

3.  Is  he  aware  that  in  many  cases  boys  are  en- 
£a£ed  doing  men's  work  in  the  Government 
Printing  Office,  Sydney? 

4.  Is  he  aware  that  a  married  man  with  a  wife 
and  two  children  and  ten  years'  service,  is  being 
paid  2CS.  per  week,  and  a&other,3Q  yeanof  age, 
with  a'targe  family  and  sixteen  years'  service,  is 
in  receipt  of  355.  per  week,  and  that  in  many 
instances  wages  are  being  paid  which  are  not 
fair  and  reasonable? 

5.  Under  such  circumstances,  will  he  consider 
4hc  advisability  of  wiUiholding  any  Common- 
wealth work  from  the  Government  Printing  Of* 
fice,  Sydney,  until  the  Stale  Government  see 
idiat  existing  sweating  is  abolished? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Secretary 
to  my  Department  has  again  written  for 
an  answer  to  these  questions,  and  as  soon 
as  a  reply  has  been  received  I  shall  be 
glad  to  put  it  before  the  honorable  mem- 
ber. Ftfhaps  it  would  be  as  well  for  him 
to  repeat  his  question  about  four  days 
faenoe. 

LIGHT  HORSE  BRIGADE  CAMP. 
Mr.   STORRER   (for   Mr.  Harper) 
asked  the  Minister  of  Defence,  ufom 
m0Uce — 

t.  What  was  the  attendance  of  the  commis- 
•ianed  officers  Uom  cadi  regiment  in  the  Li^t 
Horse  Brigade  Camp,  whiu  oonctnded  on  ute 
Sth  inst.? 

2.  What  was  the  total  number  of  commis- 
sioned officers  in  each  regiment? 

3.  What  was  the  oott  of  the  Brigade  Camp? 

4.  Was  the  camp  held  daring  the  shearing 
season? 

5.  Had  commanding  officers  concerned  re- 
ported in  favour  of  the  date  selected  for  the 
camp?  or,  if  not, 

6.  Had  they  been  given  an  opportunity  of 
di^ag  M? 

7.  Does  the  Minister  consider  that  it  is  keeping 
faith  with  the  militia  to  prescribe  an  annual 
list  of  parades  and  tratDing,  with  pay  based  on 
the  number  of  parades  attended,'and  then  to  de- 
prive them  of  any  pay  for  the  twelfth  month, 
with  the  result  that  a  man,  instead  of  serving 
36  months,  only  serves  33— or  serves  36,  and  is 
paid  only  for  33? 

S.  Is  the  Minister  aware  that  the  Lieht  Horse 
Regiments  are  deprived  of  their  Instructional 
Staff  daring  June  each  year,  as  no  travelliDg  can 
be  incurred  duri.ifr  that  month? 

Mr.  EWING. — The  answers  to  the  hon- 
orable member's  questions  are  as  fol- 
low— 

I.  No  Light  Horse  Brigade  Camp  has  been 
held  since  May  last,  hot  a  voluntary  School  of 
Instraction,  in  accordance  with  Standing  Or- 
deit,  paiagraidis  344  to  960,  for  officen  and  non- 


commissioned officers  of  the  3rd  Light  Horse 
Brigade,  was  held  at  Seymour  from  the  oQth 
OcU^r  to  the  8ih  November,  indiuive. 
Attendance  of  commissioned  inkers  was  as 

follows : — 

7th  Australian  Light  Horse  Regiment  ...  3 
8th  Australian  Light  Horse  Regiment  ...  3 
gth  Australian  Light  Horse  Regiment  ...  5 
Jo  addition,  two  officers.  Instructional  Staff, 

and  one  officer,  6tb  A.I.  Regiment,  attended. 
3.  The  number  of  officers  in  each  regiment  it 

as  under : — 

7th  Australian  Light  Horse  Regiment  ...  ao 
Sth  Australian  Light  Horse  Regiment  ...  18 
9th  Australian  Light  Horse  Regiment  ...  17 

3.  Cost  of  the  voluntary  School  of  Instruction, 
as  set  out  in  paragraph  i,  was  approximately 
j^i6o.  This  includes  cost  for  twen^-one  N.C. 
officers  and  the  "C"  Instructional  Cadre  (34 
men,  37  horses},  and,  in  addition,  the  cost  01 
railway  transport  for  '  officers'  and  N.CO.s' 
horses  to  and  from  the  school,  all  allowaneea, 
rations,  &c.,  also  the  return  of  the  "  C "  In- 
structional Cadre  to  Melbourne  by  rail. 

4.  Some  of  the  officers  of  the  3rd  Light  Horse 
Brigade  might  have  been  engaged  in  shearing 
durmg  the  currency  of  the  school,  but  the  time 
of  holding  the  school  was  evidently  justified  by 
the  numbers  who  attended,  which  were  as  many 
as  could  be  individually  instructed  and  super- 
vised at  one  time  as  prescribed  by  Standing 
Orderv  The  number  who  attended  was  greater 
than  at  any  previous  Lieht  Horse  School. 

5.  No.    See  answer  to  6. 

6.  Yes.  The  proposals  for  the  school  vrere 
published  in  District  Orders  some  time  prior 
to  the  date  of  holding  it,  and  ample  opportunity 
was  thereby  afforded  to  Commanding  OHfficers  to 
make  any  representations  as  to  the  date  being 
unsuitable  if  they  so  desired,  but  none  were 
made. 

This  school  was  first  proposed  to  be  held  in 
Se|>tember  last,  prior  to  the  shearing  season,  but 
owmg  to  the  small  numbers  who  signified  their 
intention  of  attending,  it  was  postponed  until 
October. 

The  Commanding  Officer,  3rd  Light  Horse 
Brigade,  visited  this  school,  and  expressed  bim- 
sel  f  as  satisfied  with  everything  in  connexion 
with  it. 

7.  I  am  informed  it  has  been  the  custom,  in 
order  to  comply  with  the  instructions  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  that  all  accounts  are  to 
be  settled  before  the  30th  June  of  each  year,  not 
to  hold  parades  during  Tune,  and  to  devote  that 
month  to  the  compilation  of  financial  and  other 
returns  required  to  be  rendered  before  the  close 
of  the  financial  year. 

No  hardship  is  involved  by  these  arrangementa. 

Ample  opportunities  are  given  to  earn  the 
maximum  pay  allowed,  durinjj  the  remainin;; 
eleven  months,  and  no  complaints  have  been  re- 
ceived at  District  Headquarters  regarding  this 
matter. 

No  day  parades  are  held  in  June  owing  to  the 

short  duration  of  daylifiht  in  that  month. 

8.  Consequent  upon  (7)  no  parades  being  held 
during  June,  the  Instructional  Staff  are  em- 
ployed during  that  month  in  supervising  the  pre- 
paration of  the  various  returns  referred  to  in 

Further  Inquiries  tnade,  ana  the  nat- 

ters referred  to  dealt  with. 
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TARIFF. 

In  Committet  of  Ways  and  Means 
(Considerati<Ki  resumed  fran  25th  No- 
vember, vide  page  6590) : 

Postponed  item  159.    Nails,  viz.  : — 

(A)  Horse-shoe    nails,     per    cwt.  (General 

Tariff),  8s.  3d. ;  (United  Kingdom),  7s. 
6d. 

(B)  Brads  (including  mouldeis'  and  glaziers'); 

Picture  Nails;  RaU-^ogs  or  Brobtj 
Spikes;  Staples  n.e.i. ;  Tacks  n<e.i. ; 
Wire  and  other  Nails  n.e.i.,  per  cwt. 
(Genera!  Tariff),  58.  6<i. ;  (United 
Kingdom),  5s. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North  Syd- 
ney [11.25].^ — The  duty  on  horseshoe  nails  is 
higher  than  was  proposed  under  the  on^- 
nal  Kingston  Tariff.  When  that  Tariff 
was  un<fer  consideration,  the  CMnmittee 
decided,  after  a  long  debate,  that  there 
was  no  justification  for  the  proposed  duty, 
and  reduced  it  from  7s.  to  5s.  per  cwt. 
The  Government  now  pnSpose  that  the 
duty  oa  hciseshoe  nails  fr<xn  the  United 
Kingdom  be  7s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  and  that  the 
imports  frcan  foreign  countries  shall  be 
dutiable  at  8s.  3d.  per  cwt.  Those  im- 
posts are,  to  my  mind,  out  of  all  pro- 
porti(Hi.  Although  it  was  said  that  the  in- 
dustry would  be  destroyed  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  duty  from  7s.  to  ss.  per  cwt, 
the  evidence  given  before  the  Tariff  Coti- 
mission  by  the  sole  manufacturer  in  the 
Commonwealth,  was  that  in  a  late  year  he 
had  an  output  of  1 5 ,000  boxes,  which  consti- 
tuted a  record  for  him,  and  that  additions 
had  also  been  made  to  his  factory.  Thus 
even  from  the  protectionist  stand-point,  the 
old  rate  of  duty  ought  to  be  ample. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith.— What  is  the  per- 
centage ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  for- 
mer duty  was  equal  to  20  per  cent.,  whilst 
that  now  proposed  is  equivalent  to  30  per 
cent.  Import  and  other  charges  amount 
to  12  per  cent.,  so  that  the  total  protec- 
tion propel  to  the  industry  is  equal  to 
about  42  per  cent.  The  evidence  of  the 
one  mamufacturer  of  horseshoe  nails  in 
Australia  was  that  he  desired  a  duty  in 
order  that  he  mig^t  be  able  to  in- 
crease the  price,  and  that  if  he  could 
raise  his  selling  price  by  2s.  6d.  per 
cwt,  or  £,2  los.  per  ton,  he  would  be 
satisfied.  Such  an  increase  would  fall 
entirely  tipon  the  farriers  of  Australia, 
who  would  not  be  able  to  charge  more 
than  they  do  at  present  for  shoeing. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Are  these  nails  made 
rhiefiy  by  machinery? 


Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Yes.  In 
answer  to  question  No.  68,852,  the  manu- 
facturer, when  before  the  Commission,  said 
that  he  employed  twenty  hands,  and  were 
the  whole  of  the  horseshoe  nails  used  in 
Australia  locally  made  employment  would 
be  found  for  only  from  sixty  to  seventy 
men  and  boys.  If  an  increase  in  the  old 
duty  is  required,  then  the  industry  is  rwt 
worth  maintaining.  I  am  satisfied,  how- 
ever, that,  according  to  the  evidence  given 
befwe  tt^  CcxnmissiiHi,  the  old  rate  of 
duty  will  be  sufficient  to  suppcHt  the  in- 
dustry. The  local  factory  has  been  in- 
creased in  size  at  least  omx  since  the  im- 
position of  the  first  Federal  Tariff. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Not  the  nail-making 
part  of  the  factory.  This  manufacturer 
produces  other  goods. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  can 
only  say  that,  aa:ording  to  the  evidence, 
the  factory  has  been  increased  on  five  dif- 
ferent occasions,  and  once  since  the  im- 
position of  the  first  Federal  Tariff.  U  is 
very  questionable  whether  we  should  in- 
crease the  cost  of  these  nails  to  all  the 
users  in  Australia,  for  the  sake  of  so  small 
an  industry.  It  is  doubtful  wheth«^  eve<i 
a  duty  of  5s.  per  cwt.  is  justifiable, 
but,  recognising  that  the  local  manufac- 
ture is  in  »istence  and  supplying  about 
one-third,  or  a  little  more,  of  the  horse- 
shoe nails  required  in  Australia,  I,  for  cwie, 
would  not  go  back  upon  it.  Such  an  im- 
post, however,  is  quite  as  much  as  the 
users  of  these  nails  should  have  to  bear.  I 
propose  to  move — 

That,  after  the  figures  "  Ss.  ■^d.,"  paragraph  A, 
the  words,  "and  on  and  after  36th  NovemtKr, 
iQo?,  per  cwt.  (General  Tariff),  js.,"  be  inseited. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [i  1.30]. — I  hope  that  honorable 
members  will  not  agree  to  such  an  amend- 
ment. Honorable  members  will  notice  that 
we  have  practically  adopted  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  protectionist  section  of  the 
Tariff  Commission. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — Its  members  con- 
stituted only  one-half  of  the  Commission. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  prefer  to  ac- 
cept the  reoHumendatiai  of  that  section 
of  the  Commissi<m  whose  members  desire  to 
protect  local  industries.  Although  the  horse- 
shoe nail  industry  is  not  a  very  large  one, 
I  would  remind  the  honorable  member  for 
North  Sydney  that  our  annual  imports 
under  this  heading  total  about  108,000  cwt. 
Why  should  not  these  nails  be  made  in  the 
Commonwealth  from  the  product  of  our 
native  ores?  My  own  impression  is  that  if 
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we  *iiopX  the  reoxninendations  of  the  A 
section  of  the  Tariff  C(Miunission  we  shall 
probably  induce  another  competitor  to  em- 
bark upon  the  industry,  so  that  we  shall 
not  have  to  rely  upcm  one  firm.  The 
moment  that  we  impose  a  protective  duty 
upon  these  articles,  we  shall  practically 
nunufacture  the  whole  of  the  horseshoe 
nails  used  within  Australia,  because  it  will 
provide  somebody  with  an  opportunity  to 
compete  with  the  existing  iestablishment  and 
will  thus  prevent  an  increase  in  the  price. 
I  am  informed  that  since  the  industry  was 
started  in  the  Comnonwealth  the  average 
price  of  imported  nails  has  been  reduced 
from  lid.  to  4|d.  per  lb.  I  trust  that  the 
Committee  will  agree  to  the  Government 
proposal. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN"  (Indi)  [11.33]. 
When  the  Manufactures  Kncouragement 
Bill  was  under  consideration  a  few  days 
ago,  I  raeiiticMied  that  there  is  an  establish- 
ment in  South  Melbourne  which  is  in  readi- 
ness to  start  manufacturing  horseshoe 
nails  and  which  does  not  desire  the  aid 
either  of  a  bounty  or  a  duty.  The  Trea- 
stuer  was  good  enough  to  say  that  he 
would  pay  a  visit  of  inspection  to  it. 

Sir  WiLLiAU  Lyne. — I  have  not  had 
time  to  do  so. 

-Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN.— I  am  quite 
aware  of  that.  I  venture  to  say  that  the 
old  duty  of  5s.  per  cwt.  upon  horseshoe 
nails  was  ample  to  protect  the  industry. 

Mr.  HuuE  Cook. — It  very  nearly 
ruined  it. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN.— I  have  not 
seen  any  evidence  of  its  threatened  ruin. 
In  fact,  I  have  not  discovered  any  strug- 
gling industries  except  those  which  have 
been  struggling  for  higher  rates  of  dutv. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11.34]. — The  honorable  member 
asked  me  the  other  dav  to  go  down  to 
South  Melbourne,  and  inspect  some  won- 
derful invention  there.  He  gave  as  his 
reason  for  requesting  me  to  do  so  the  fact 
that  the  author  of  this  invention  would  sell 
it  to  another  Government  if  the  Common- 
wealth did  not  purchase  it.  1  have  not 
seen  the  machine  in  question ;  but  the 
honorable  member  described  it  as  a  wonder- 
ful piece  of  mechanism,  which  was  capa- 
ble of  turning  out  horse  shoes  by  the  mil- 
lion. 

Mr.  TitXEY  Brown. — I  did  not  blame 
the  Treasurer. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.— I  said  to  the 
honorable  member,  "  If  this  gentleman  has 
such  a  wonderful  machine,  and  if  he  de- 


sires the  Government  to  keep  it  here,  bad 
he  not  better  take  some  action  in  that  re- 
gard?" The  honorable  member  replied, 
■'Oh,  he  will  not  run  after  the  Govern- 
ment, but  will  sell  his  invention  to  sodm 
foreign  Government."  I  then  said,  "li 
he  thinks  so  little  of  his  own  country,  lef 
him  do  it." 

Mr.  Fhazer. — Is  not  the  Treasurer  re 
ferring  to  a  machine  for  the  raanufactun 
of  horseshoes,  and  not  of  horseshoe  nails: 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.- But  I  presumt 
that  it  will  also  produce  horseshoe  nails. 
If  the  gentleman  in  question  has  an  in 
vention,  such  as  has  been  described,  aiKi 
if  he  desires  to  bull-dosa  the  Govemmenl 
into  buying  it  by  threatening  to  take  it 
elsewhere,  1  say  that  he  had  better  dispose 
of  it  some  where  else. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN  (Indi)  [11.37]. 
—The  Treasurer  has  not  told  the  Com- 
mittee the  whole  story  of  this  machine.  I 
pjinted  out  to  him  some  days  ago  that  the 
inventor  had  an  objection  to  being  inter- 
fered with  by  any  new  protection  proposals 
—  that  he  is  a  believer  in  personal  enter- 
prise. I  may  add  that  he  employs  about 
130  men,  to  some  of  whom  he  pays  as 
much  as  £,9  per  week.  I  took  the  Min- 
ister of  Trade  and  CustCKus  down  to  see 
the  invention. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — To  inspect  a 
machine  for  the  manufacture  of  horseshoes. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN. —The  Minister 
also  saw  the  place  where  the  horseshoe 
nails  can  be  manufactured.  I  should  like 
lo  see  the  dutv  retained  at  the  old  rate. 
When  we  reach  item  171  I  shall  be  glad 
to  give  the  Committee  some  more  informar 
tion  with  refermce  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH  (Parkes)  [ii.3»l. 
— Yesterday  we  heard  what  subsequently 
proved  to  be  a  fairy  story  about  a  visit  oJF 
the  Treasurer  to  Woolloomooloo.  He  went 
there  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  an  in- 
dustrv — 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order.  The  hon- 
orable member  must  not  re-open  that  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  do  so.  I  intend  to  connect  my  re- 
marks with  the  item  under  consideration. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— If  the  honorable 
member  is  going  to  traverse  the  statements 
made  by  the  Treasurer  last  evening,  it  is 
obvious  that  the  Treasurer  must  reply,  and 
that  will  cause  a  re-opening  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— You.  sir.  are 
anticipating  mv  remarks  a  little.  As  an 
illustration  of  how  little  importance  can  *^ 


5598 


Tariff  [REPREriENTATIVES.]  {^QiU). 


attached  to  the  Treasurer's  statements,  I 
propose  to  merely  refer  to  the  account  which 
he  gave  us  of  his  visit  to  WoollocKnooloo. 
The  Treasurer  had  previously  given  us 
one  version  of  a  visit  which  he  was  re- 
quested to  pay  to  an  establishment  in  South 
Melbourne.  But  he  neglected  to  men- 
tion the  matter  until  it  was  brought  for- 
ward by  the  honorable  member  for  Indi. 
He  told  us  that  the  increased  duty  on  nails 
was  proposed  because  the  industry  could 
not  succeed  under  the  present  duty.  From 
what  the  honorable  member  for  North  Syd- 
has  told  the  Committee  it  appears 
that  a  duty  of  5s.  per  cwt.  was  deliberately 
arrived  at  in  1902  after  a  proposal  to  fix 
the  duty  at  78.  had  been  ccxitended  for. 
We  do  not  wish  to  make  of  Australia  _  a 
charitable  institution  for  various  invalid 
industries.  I  understand  that  even  the 
most  rabid  protectionists  desire  merely  to 
support  these  industries. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — To  give  them  a 
chance  to  support  themselves. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— That  is  even 
better  for  my  argument,  because  I  ,propose 
to  show  that  a  duty  of  5s.  per  cwt.  has  not 
(xily  enaUed  those  engaged  in  this  indus- 
try to  support  themselves  but  to  consider- 
^ly  increase  their  business.  According  to 
the  statement  of  the  honorable  member  tot 
North  Sydney,  based  upon  evidence  given 
before  the  Royal  Cominissi<m,  they  are  at 
present  producing  nearly  one-third  of  the 
whole  of  the  horseshoe  nails  tised  in  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  Storrer. — They  commerKed  opera- 
tions with  a  14s.  duty  under  the  Victorian 
Tariff. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— 1  am  not  going 
back  to  antedeluvian  times.  Five  years  is 
a  fair  period  within  which  to  judge  whether 
an  industr>'  is  going  to  be  a  success.  The 
present  duty,  with  charges,  is  equal  to 
30  or  35  per  cent. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Ncmsense. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  shall  read  the 
part  of  the  Commission's  report  which 
shows  that.    It  says — 

The  net  cost  f.o.b.  in  Knglaod  of  horseshoe 
nails  is  about  £,2^  per  ton. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — No  invcrice  can  be 
produced  to  substantiate  that. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— The  honorable 
member  should  not  go  back  upon  his  state- 
ramt  when  he  finds  that  mine  can  be  sup- 
ported. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook..— It  was  the  B  section 
of  the  Tariff  Commission  who  said  that, 
and  they  knew  nothing  about  it. 


Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— The  Minister 
of  Trade  and  Customs  just  now  referred 
to  the  A  section  as  the  koyal  Commission, 
and  the  B  section  is  at  least  entitled  to 

claim  to  be  described  in  the  same  way, 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  honorable  member  is  . 
reading  only  an  opinion.    Is  it  evidence? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— No,  but  it  is 
based  on  evidence.  The  honorable  member 
must  be  aware  that  I  could  read  evidence 
on  both  sides  with  respect  to  all  the  items  ; 
and  if  I  read  the  evidence  from  one  side 
only  he  would  say  "  What  about  the  evi- 
dence on  the  other  side"?  I  am  tr>-ing 
to  give  the  Conunittee  the  benefit  of  the 
Commission'&  oxiclusion  as  to  what  Uie  ex- 
isting duty  amounts  to,  as  explained  the 
evidence.    The  report  says — 

The  net  cost  f.o.b.  in  England  of  horseshoe 

nails  is  about  £2^  per  ton.  The  landed  cost 
with  all  charges  added  is  from  £^2  15s,  to  £y^. 
The  present  duty  amounts  to  20  per  cent,  of  the 
invoice  price  and  the  present  duty  and  charges 
tcgetbcr  amount  to  an  increase  on  the  EDglish 
cost  of  from  30  to  35  per  cent. 

The  honorable  member  for  Laanecoorie 
asked  me  for  the  evidence,  and  this  evi- 
dence wilt  be  found  at  page  2366  of  the 
Tariff  Commission's  Report.  On  the  27th 
March,  1906,  Benjamin  George  Paddle, 
manufacturers'  representative,  of  418 
George-street,  Sydney,  sworn  and  ex- 
aminedi  said — 

The  laid-down  cost  of  imported  horseihoe  naib 
averages  £1^  per  ton;  and  a  similar  asiortmait 
of  Victorian  nails  would  cost  £^  per  ton- 
Importing  charges  amount  to  from  30  per  cent, 
to  35  per  cent,  on  the  invoice  value;  and  if 
hoTsc  nails  cannot  be  made  properly  under 
these  circumstances,  it  would  appear  that  the 
existence  of  such  an  industry  was  not  justi6ed. 

I  have  noticed  that  the  hoDCH'able  member 
for  Laanecoorie  did  not  listen  to  the  evi- 
dence which  he  asked  me  to  read.  I  have  now 
read  not  only  the  conclusion  drawn  by  the 
B  secticxi  of  the  Tariff  Commission,  but 
the  evidence  on  which  they  baaed  that  oon- 
clusion.  I  have  established  the  statement 
I  made,  and  have  shown  that  the  B  sec- 
ticxi of  the  Tariff  Ccxnmission  told  the 
truth  at  least  once,  although  their  state- 
ments are  regarded  so  sceptically  by  the 
hcaiorable  member  for  LaiELnecoori&  The 
existing  duty  of  5s.  per  cwt.,  with  charges 
added,  thus  represents  from  30  to  35  per 
cent,  upon  the  invoice  price.  It  is  now  pro- 
posed to  raise  the  duty  to  js.  6d.  per 
cwt.,  which  with  charges  added  would  repre- 
sent 45  or  50  per  cent,  on  the  invoice  price. 
This  Tariff  is  likely  to  remain  in  opera- 
tion for  some  considerable  tioie^ land  at 
the  end  of  AreeP'^^^y  VfiS"aS4Sy  oo 
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ban  is  to  be  imposed,  this  industry  will 
law  the  benefit  of  that  duty  and  also  of 
a  duty  on  horseshoe  nails,  representing 
45  or  50  per  cent.  I  reot^ise  that  the 
Committee  is,  and  has  been,  in  the  mood  to 
pass  leasooable  duties.  I  do  not  propose 
to  resist  the  inevitable,  but  every  iree- 
trader  has  cast  upon  him  in  these  matters 
the  duty  of  pointing  out  from  time  to  time 
what  is  reasonable,  because,  while  there 
may  be  some  rabid  protectionists  in  the 
Committee  who  are  willing  to  put  a  Cus- 
toms wall  of  the  Chinese  order  round 
Australia,  the  majority  are  inclined  to 
apply  to  these  questirais  some  degree  of 
reastn.  If  this  industry  has  succeeded 
so  well  that  those  engaged  in  it  have  been 
able  to  ccmsiderably  enlarge  their  estab< 
Ushmoits  since  1902,  with  the  advantage 
of  a  duty  of  5s.  per  cwt.,  representing, 
with  charges  added,  from  30  to  35  per 
coit,  any  realxHiablei  afid  sane  protec- 
tionist might  ask  why  we  should  throw 
upon  the  owners  and  users  of  horses  an 
obligatiOTi  to  pay  50  per  cent,  more  duty 
upon  their  hors^hoe  nails  than  they  have 
to  pay  at  the  present  time.  We  have  been 
told  by  the  hcmorable  member  for  Indi 
that,  io  addition  to  the  establishment  that 
has  been  shown  to  be  succeeding  so  well, 
there  is  another  in  Melbourne,  the  proprie-- 
tors  of  which  deliberately  say  that  they 
do  not  want  any  higher  duty  or  any 
bounty. 

Mr.  HuuE  Cook.— They  have  never 
nude  a  nail. 

Mr,  BRUCE  SMITH.— The  honorable 
member  for  Indi  says  that  he  invited  the 
Treasurer  to  go  to  this  factory.  We 
know  the  ease  with  which  the  Treasurer 
went  to  another  factory,  and  was  so  mis- 
led that  he  unconsciously  misled  this  Com- 
mitteee  as  to  the  results  of  his  visit. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  did  not  do  any- 
thing of  the  sort.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber persists  in  repeating  misstatements. 
_  Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.  —  I  cannot  go 
into  that  question,  because  of  the  Chair- 
man's ruling,  but  the  Treasurer  represented 
to  the  Committee  that  a  machine  in  this 
building  was  an  Australian  machine. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  must  accept  the  Treasurer's  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— The  honorable 
member  for  Indi  not  only  invited  the  Trea- 
"■rer  to  go  to  the  factory,  but  actually  took 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  to  it, 
U)d  showed  him  not  only  htxse  shoes,  but 
hone-shoe  nails  being  produced. 


Mr.  Htna:  Cooic. — He  did  not,  because 
he  could  not.  I  will  stake  my  r^utatim 
that  they  never  made  a  nail  there. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— The  honorable 
member  for  Indi  told  lu  so  in  as  plain 
terms  as  he  could,  and  I  believe  him. 

Mr,  Hutchison. — Ask  him  if  he  saw 
the  nails  being  made. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — I  did  not  sav  the 
nails  were  being  made.  Everything  was 
ready  to  make  them. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH. —Accordi.ng  lo 
the  honOTable  member  for  Indi,  the  ma- 
chinery was  there. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — We  saw  the 
shoes  being  made,  and  they  told  us  that 
they  had  the  machinerv  for  nail  making. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— We  remember 
how,  on  another  occasion,  after  being  told 
that  certain  things  were  being  made,  we 
were  told  that  thev  were  ready  to  be  made 
at  Woolloomooloo,  and  that  was  supposed 
to  be  a  suflicient  inducement  to  impose  a 
duty,  because  the  Minister  said  "They  can- 
not make  them  until  they  have  the  dutv." 

Sir  WiLLiAU  Lvne. — Who  said  that  ? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— A  Minister.  I 
know  that  he  will  deny  it,  because  he  will 
oontradict  anything  that  I  say.  Do  honor- 
able members  want  us  to  raise  the  duty 
from  30  and  35  per  cent,  to  45  01 
50  per  cent.,  in  face  of  the  fact  that 
ttiere  is  a  factory  ready  in  Afelbourne 
to  make  these  nails?  They  are  practicatly 
a  domestic  article.  Being  used  by  carters, 
cabmen,  carriers  and  men  in  a  hundred  and 
one  occupations,  thev  are  not  a  rich  man's 
commodity.  I  ask  the  Committee  therefore 
merely  to  balance  the  evidence.  In  view 
of  what  the  honorable  member  for  North 
Sydney  said  as  to  the  progress  the  industry 
has  made,  how  can  we  raise  the  dutv  from 
£5  to  jf.y  los.  a  ton  ? 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Thev  will  be  able  to 
undersell  the  imported  article. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Thev  are  now 
making  only  one-third  of  what  I's  required 
in  the  Commonwealth.  The  honorable 
member  for  Hindmarsh  is  not  one  of  those 
who  wish  to  put  up  a  sort  of  prohibitive 
wall,  because  he  knows  that  one  advant.igs 
about  the  importation  of  articles  from 
great  communities  like  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States  is  that  now 
and  then  the  local  producer  gets  hints 
as  to  improvements  and  machinerv.  If  the 
hcHiorab^  member  for  Hindmarsh  believes 
that  the  existing  duty  has  led  to  the  in- 

why  should  he  support  the  suadea>  raisin;; 
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of  it,  seeing  that  he  is  not  one  of  those 
who  desire  prohibition  ?  We,  on  this  side, 
have  already  done  some  heroic  things  in 
the  consideration  of  this  Tariff,  but  all  that 
ire  can  do  now  is  to  put  before  the  Com- 
mittee what  appear  to  be  facts  established 
ly  good  authority  and  leave  the  Committee 
to  do  what  is  fair  by  the  oxisumer,  be- 
cause we  are  not  here  merely  to  consider 
the  manufacturer. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[11.54]. — The  bulk  of  the  imported  nails 
come  through  Germany  from  Norway  and 
Sweden.  A  good  quantity  comes  frcwo  the 
United  Kingdom,  but  very  few  from 
America.  The  real  trouble  is  that  in  Nor- 
way and  Sweden  there  are  peculiarly  rich 
«nd  valuable  deposits  of  ixon  ore,  emi- 
nently suitable  for  making  steel.  I  venture 
to  say,  without  knowing  anything  of  the 
particulars,  that  it  may  be  found  oh  ex- 
amination that  the  peculiar  kind  of  ore 
found  in  that  part  of  the  world  enables 
the  people  there  to  turn  out  a  superior 
quality  of  iron  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  Storrer. — They  are  worse  nails. 
The  Australian  nail  is  the  best. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  may  or 
may  not  be  the  case.  If  it  is,  it  is  very 
strange  that  our  own  people,  who  get  their 
livelihood  by  their  use,  do  not  seem  to  ap- 
preciate the  fact. 

Mr.  Storrer. — They  do. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  assure  the 
honorable  member  for  Bass  that  they  do 
not,  according  to  the  evidence  of  the  makei 
here.  He  alleges,  as  has  been  dtxie  many 
times  bef<»e  by  Australian  manufacturers, 
that  it  is  simply  owing  to  prejudice,  and 
nothing  else,  that  his  nails  do  not  come 
into  general  use.  He  told  the  Cmunis- 
sioo — 

It  would  appear  that  the  users  in  that  State — 

New  South  Wales- 
had  become  so  accustomed  to  the  imported  nails 
and  satisfied  as  to  their  quality  that  they  were 
DO(  prepared  to  do  more  than  give  the  Victorian 
nail  n  trial.    They  did  not  to  any  extent  give 

Xat  orders,  notwithstanding   the  inducement 
ed  by  a  price  lower  than  that  charged  nnder 
like  conditions  in  Victoria. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  that  man  cuts 
the  price  in  New  South  Wales,  and  yet 
they  will  not  take  his  nails. 

Mr.  Fuller. — He  cut  the  price  lower  in 
Tasmania,  where  he  used  to  dump  them. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— He  adds— 

Endeavours  were  made  by  the  witness  to  deal 
direct  with  farriers  by  means  of  a  traveller  from 
the  works  and  a  local  agent,  but  still  the  trade 
did  not  come,  and  the  cost  of  distribution  by 
tbnt  method  was  found  to  be  too  heavy. 


Apparently,  therefwe,  he  has  tried  every 
conceivable  plan  to  get  the  people  in  tl» 
other  States  to  use  his  nails,  and,  for  the 
most  part,  they  still  prefer  those  which 
come  from  Norway,  Sweden,  and  Great 
Britain.  HoKvable  members  will  see  from 
the  evidence  that  there  really  is  a  very  sub- 
stantial reason  for  the  preference  which  is 
given  to  some  nails  over  others.  As  a 
rule,  there  is  no  accounting  for  tastes,  but 
in  this  case  there  appears  to  be  a  solid 
basis  for  the  preference.  It  relates  to  the 
process  by  which  the  nails  are  manufac- 
tured. It  seems  there  is  a  new  process  in 
the  Old  Country  and  on  the  Continent, 
known  as  the  cold  process,  whereas  in 
Australia,  I  understand,  Mr.  Fender 
simply  employs  the  hot-forge  method. 
There  would  seem,  therefore,  to  be  nothing 
more  than  preference  or  inclination  of  the 
users  to  account  for  the  placing  of  orders 
sometimes  in  Australia  and  sometimes 
abroad. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — The  hot-forge  me- 
thod produces  the  superior  nail. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  should  like 
to  know  whether  the  Goverrunent  Whip, 
even  as  a  protectionist,  would  deprive 
people  of  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  a 
good  article  or  fran  indulging  their  pre- 
ference ?  Does  the  honorable  member  de- 
sire to  shut  out  altogether  nails  made  by 
the  cold  process?  If-  so,  where  does  the 
liberty  of  the  buyer  come  in?  We  must 
not  forget  that  there  is  only  chk  nail-maker 
in  Australia,  Air.  Pender  j'and  he  told  the 
Tariff  Commission,  in  plain  language,  that 
he  hoped  to  secure  from  the  increased  duty 
an  additional  profit  of  2s.  fid.  per  cwt. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Not  by  increasing 
the  price,  but  by  getting  increased  trade. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Does  the  hon- 
orable member  suggest  that  increased  trade 
will  give  him  an  advantage  of  2s.  6d.  per 
cwt.  in  price? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.— There  ^YOuld  be  no 
additional  cost  for  the  factory  or  hands. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— At  anv  rate, 
Mr.  Fender  was  very  frank  with  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.— He  was  quite  right 
in  what  he  said. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.~If  Mr.  Pender 
ivas  quite  right,  what  becomes  of  the  hon- 
orable member's  repeated  statement  that 
protection  cheapens  articles  to  the  con- 
sumer ? 

Mr.  Coon.— So  it  do«^  jud^lhat  has 
been  the  effect  iiP'tfi^'iSteM^PySir 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— From  that  I 
gather  that  the  Australian  manufacturer  is 
to  get  a  bigger  price  by  selling  his  nuls  at 
a  cheaper  rftte? 

Mr.  Coon.— Let  the  honocable  member 
read  the  evidence. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Mr.  Pender 
told  the  Commission  that  he  expected  to 
get  2S.  6d.  per  cwt  more.    Where  from? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Profit;  a  man  can 
make  50  cwts.  at  a  proportionately  cheaper 
rale  than  he  can  make  i  cwt. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— But  if  pur- 
chasers be  confined  to  the  goods  of  one 
manufacturer,  is  the  price  likely  to  be 
made  k>wer  or  higher  ?  '  Has  Mr.  Pender 
some  aupericM'  icind  of  human  nature?  Is 
be  the  one  man  in  Australia  who  is  pre- 
pared to  make  nails  on  purely  philan- 
thropic lines,  or  is  he  not  likely  to  do 
what  every  other  busirtess  man  does, 
namely,  get  as  much  profit  as  the  market 
will  permit?  At  any  rate,  the  fact  re- 
mains that  Mr.  Pender  makes  only  one- 
thtrd  of  the  nails  consumed  in  Australia ; 
and,  clearly,  if  we  iiwrease  the  duty  we 
shall  increase  the  price  of  two-thirds  of 
the  nuls  which  cannot  be  produced  here, 
or  wbidb  are  not  produced  here  at  the  pre- 
sent time. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — That  is  better. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.  —  I  should 
imagine  that  if  a  local  manufacturer  can 
meet  one-third  of  the  total  requirements, 
there  is  room  for  competiticm.  If  I  could 
see  competiticHi,  there  would  not  be  so 
much  to  say,  but  there  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  any  cm  the  h<wizon.  Mr.  Pender 
has  all  the  local  manufacture  to  himselfj 
and  if  we  put  a  ring  fence  around  one  man, 
then,  as  day  follows  nighty  the  price  will 
be  increased  to  the  cxinsumer,  there  being 
no  motive,  to  so  shape  the  manufactures 
as  to  meet  the  tastes  and  preferences  of  the 
people.  If  a  man  desires  nails  which  have 
been  made  by  the  cold  process  no  legisla- 
tion under  heaven  ought  to  prevent  him 
from  obtaining  them. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Xot  if  he  rpavs  for 
them. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— But,  at  what 
rate?  If  the  price  be  too  high,  the  pur- 
chase must  ank  his  preference,  and  accept 
nuls  which  he  thinks  are  not  suitable 
for  his  purpose.  We  have  no  right 
to  interfere  with  purchasers  in  that 
way-  This  is  not  a  matter  of  fis- 
calism — it  goes  beyond  fiscalism.  All 
we  have  a  right  to  do  is  to  so  order  our 
pT'^tectiTe  arrangements  as  to   give  the 


purchaser  a  fair  preference  between  one 
class  of  nails  and  another.  It  is  significant 
that  Mr.  Pender  could  not  be  got  to  say  one 
word  about  the  wages  cost  of  his  produc- 
tion, and,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  his  evidence 
appears  to  have  been  that  of  a  very  \m- 
satisfac^y  witness. 

Mr.  Mathews. — That  is  perh^s  be- 
cause Mr.  Pender  did  not  give  evidence  to 
suit  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  for  Melbourne  Ports  ought  not  to 
make  a  remark  of  that  kind.  Mr.  Pender 
refused,  as  I  have  said,  to  give  any  evi- 
dence regarding  the  wages  cost  of  his  pro- 
duction, but  he,  at  the  same  time,  volun- 
teered evidence  as  to  the  wages  cost  in 
other  countries. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — What  is  the  use  of  a 
Royal  C(»nmission  unless  witnesses  are 
compelled  to  give  evidmce? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— A  Royal  Com- 
mission caimot  compel  a  man  to  give  evi- 
dence against  his  will.  Of  course,  a  wit- 
ness, under  such  circumstances,  may  be 
fined  or  sent  to  gaol ;  but  I  apprehend  that 
a  Royal  Connmissicxi  takes  a  sensible  course 
when  the  matter  is  not  pressed.  We  know 
that  in  a  Court  of  Law,  when  a  man  refuses 
to  give  evidence  because  he  thinks  it  may 
injure  his  case,  the  fact  is  <^tainly  not 
counted  in  his  favour.  The  refusal  of  Mr. 
Pender  is  significant,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  he  was  prepared  to  give  evidoice  which 
was  not  wanted  in  regard  to  the  wages  cost 
elsewhere.  He  would  not  give  the  amount 
of  work  dwie  on  piece-work  in  Victoria, 
or  any  other  data,  on  which  the  Cnnmis- 
sion  might  have  arrived  at  the  wages  cost ; 
but  he  went  on  to  say  that  the  labour  cost 
in  Canada,  which  is  not  a  competing  coun- 
try, is  5s.  lod.,  as  compared  with 
8s.  lod.  in  Victoria.  Is  not  that 
absurd  evidence?  What  did  the  Cotti- 
mission  require  to  know  about  a  non- 
competing  country  ?  No  more  unsatisfac- 
tory evidence  could  have  been  furnished  to 
the  Commission  by  any  man ;  and,  there- 
fore, I  think  that  Mr.  Pender's  statements 
then  made  ought  to  be  dismissed.  There 
is  already  a  substantial  protective  duty  on 
horseshoe  nails,  and  the  duty,  add«l  to 
the  cost  of  importaticm,  is  a  very  heavy 
imposition.  Under  the  circumstances,  the 
only  local  manufacturer  ought  to  be  able 
to  compete;  and  an  increased  duty  would 
only  inflict  an  unnecessary  penalty  on  users 
throughout  Australia- 
Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [i  2 . 9]. — 
The  honorable  member  for  Parkes,  when 
quoting  from  some  documents,  said  that  he 
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was  reading  evidence;  and  I  challenged 
him  on  the  point.  For  a  long  time,  the 
honorable  member  would  not  give  me  any 
satisfaction. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — 1  gave  the  honor- 
able member  the  page. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  asked  whether  the 
honorable  member  was  reading  evidence  or 
a  portiOT  of  the  report  of  the  Commission ; 
and  when  I  pressed  the  matter  he  appeared 
to  be  somewhat  disturbed.  I  can  assure 
the  honorable  member  that  all  I  desired  to 
IciKnr  was  what  document  he  was  reading 
from. 

Mr.  Bruce  Shtth. — It  would  take  a 
better  man  than  the  h(xx>rable  membor  to 
disturb  me  I 

Mr.  SALMON.— Then  I  have  been  judg- 
ing by  appearances  again,  and  may  have 
been  deceived.  In  reference  to  what  was 
read  by  the  h<»iorable  member,  there  are, 
in  my  opinicm,  a  few  brief  sentences  in  the 
report  oi  the  A  section  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission which  I  think  the  Committee  should 
hear.  On  page  27  of  Prepress  Report/ 
No.  9,  section  XVII.,  having  reference  to 
horseshoe  nails,  there  is  the  following — 

The  Victorian  manufacturer  iotimated  that  he 
was  induced  to  leave  Canada  and  ttart  the  in- 
dustry in  Victoria  by  the  then  existiog  duty  of 
13S.  per  cwt.  That  duty  was  increased  in 
to  t^s.  per  cwt.,  and  rematDed  in  force  untij 
Federation  took  place.  His  busiuess  increased 
under  the  old  Tariff,  and  his  factory  was  en- 
larged four  times.  Under  that  Tariff  prices 
had  been  as  low  to  the  consumer  in  Victoria 
as  elsewhere ;  but  thev  were  higher  than  the 
rates  now  rulinff. 

He  asserted. that  the  nresent  low  dutv  of  5s. 
per  cwt.  had  so  affected  the  industry  that  one- 
fifth  of  his  uail-makinr^  plant  had  never  been 
started.  Although  he  had  not  lost  trade,  he  bad 
reduced  his  price  list  on  two  occasions,  amount, 
ing  in  all  to  ijd.  per  lb.,  and  his  profits  bad 
been  therebv  reduced  bv  about  id.  a  lb.  Ac- 
cording to  the  statement  of  the  witness,  it  wat 
owing  to  the  assurance  of  the  first  Prime  Min- 
ister of  the  Commonwealth  that  he  would  favour 
raisiug  revenue  without  destroying  local  indus- 
tries, that  the  witness  enlarged  his  buildings, 
plant,  &c.,  to  nearly  double  their  former  pro- 
portions. 

Surely  the  honorable  member  for  Parkes 
believes  in  a  man  getting  interest  upon  his 
capital  ? 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  SALMON. — In  regard  to  the  price 
of  nails,  Mr.  Jtrfin  Pender  gave  the  follow- 
ing evidence,  reported  on  page  2364 — 

6QZ20.  If  this  protective  duty  which  you  ask 
for  is  put  on,  would  the  price  of  nailfr  in  Aus- 
tralia for  the  consumer  then  be  at  ttie  lowest 
down-cellar  price? — ^Thev  wonld  to  a  very  great 
-i^t. 


69221.  Now,  what  do  you  mean  by  a  very 
great  extent? — I  mean  this:  At  the  present  time 
wc  arc  not  making  fair  interest  on  our  capital. 
We  require  a  little  more  profit  than  we  are 
getting.  If  we  can,  by  increasing  the  irana- 
facture,  reduce  oor  cost»  we  are  prepaxed  to 
guarantee  the  consumer  those  prices,  provided 
we  have  the  market. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  Does  he  define 
what  fair  interest  is? 

Mr.  SALMON.— Nft 

Mr.  Johnson. — Does  he  say  what  ibe 
cost  of  labour  is? 

Mr.  SALMON. — I  know  that  no  hon- 
orable member  who  has  anything  to  do  «ith 
manufacturing  could  view  with  eqtianinutv 
the  fact  that  four-fifths  oi  his  plant  was 
lying  idle,  or  assert  that  in  such  circum- 
stances he  was  making  interest  on  his 
money,  especially  when  he  was  selling  his 
product  at  a  lower  price  than  that  of  the 
imported  article. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  I  should  sav  at 
once  that  he  had  made  a  very  serious  mis- 
take somewhere. 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  honorable  member 
for  Parkes  has  made  an  appeal,  not  on  be- 
half of  the  "  poor  widow,"  but  on  behalf 
of  the  poor  people  of  Australia. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — I  made  no  appeal, 
but  endeavoured  to  bring  a  little  logic  to 
bear  upon  honorable  manbers. 

Mr.  SALMON.—The  honorable  mem- 
ber made  an  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  poc»- 
people  of  Australia,  whom  he  was  attempt- 
ing to  defend. 

Mr,  Bruce  Smith. — I  did  not  say  so.  I 
said  that  the  duty  on  horse-shoe  nails 
would  fall  more  on  the  poorer  classes 
than  on  the  rich.  I  did  not  talk  about 
the  poor  man  at  all. 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber referred  to  the  duty  falling  on  the 
poorer  classes ;  he  would  not,  Apparently, 
call  them  men.  I  shall  use  the  saxne 
term.  It  is  on  the  pocnrer  classes  of 
Australia  he  says  that  the  duty  will  fall. 
Any  one  who  has  had  anything  to  do  with 
horses  which  are  doing  hard  work  knows 
that  they  require  to  be  shod  once  a  month. 
Will  the  honorable  member  be  astonished 
when  I  tell  him  that  a  horse  can  be  shod 
twelve  times  in  a  year,  and  that  the  horse- 
shoe nails  will  not  cost  more  than  2s.  6d.  ? 
Where,  then,  comes  in  the  plea  of  the  hon- 
orable member,  which  has  been  made  so 
pathetically  cmi  behalf  of  the  poorer 
classes?  With  regard  to  the  importation 
of  horse-shoe  nails.  I  wanVliQiVVft^lk::mem- 
bers  to  realize  thaf 'SM^M^Rff  was 
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framed,  the  imputation  bas  materially  in- 
cieaaed,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 

local  maaufacturer  is  selling  his  horse-shoe 
nails  at  a  lower  price  than  that  at  which 
ihe  impcHted  article  can  be  bought. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — But  under  the 
late  Tariff  the  manufacturer  has  increased 
his  output 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  honorable  member 
knows  that  pricu-  to  Federation  the  local 
manufacturer's  output  was  for  only  Vic- 
toria,  but  that  under  the  late  Tariff  it  was 
for  all  Australia. 

Mr.  BsucE  Smith. — Noj  for  years  he 
exported  the  nails  sucxessfully. 

Mr,  FuixER.  —  He  exported  nails  to 
Tasmania  and  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  SALMON. — He  did  not  export  a 
great  quantity.  We  know  that  previous 
to  FederaticKi  nearly  the  whole  of  his  out- 
pot  was  absorbed  by  Victoria,  and  the  in- 
cicase  since  that  event  is,  of  course,  due 
to  the  fact  that  he  has  a  market  through- 
out Australia. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — He  would  not 
ttll  if  the  market  were  not  profitable. 

Mr.  SALMON.  —  The  honorable  mem- 
ber, with  his  oxnmercial  knowledge  and 
operience,  knows  that  a  great  many  per- 
sons sell  considerable  quantities  of  goods- 
at  a  loss. 

Mr.  Bkuce  Smith. — Dumping.  That 
ii  what  be  did  in  the  case  of  Tasmania. 

Mr.  SALMON.— How  can  a  man  dump 
in  his  own  country?  We  do  not  call  it 
dumping  when  a  man  sells  his  goods  in  his 
own  ccwntry. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — Not  when  it  suits 
the  honorable  member.  When  the  manu- 
facture comes  frxxn  other  countries  it  is 
called  dumping. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  do  not  think  that  toe 
honorable  member,  who  has  marvellous 
capacity  for  twisting  words  and  sentences, 
will  anert  that  the  term  "dumping  "  can 
he  applied  to  goods  which  are  placed  on 
the  market  in  the  country  of  origin. 

Mr.  Bbuce  Smith. — But  it  is. 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  honorable  member 
apparently  does  not  want  to  hear  the 
fipires.  In  1902  Australia  imported  6,511 
cwts.  of  horse-shoe  nails.  The  quantity 
increased  until  in  1906  we  imported  7,809 
cwts.  The  average  value  oi  these  goods  in 
1902  was  35s.  per  cwt.,  and  in  1906,  ^is. 
3d. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith.— And  the  local  manu- 
facturer says  that  his  own  production  in- 
«««ed,  toa 


Mr.  SALMON.— That  productton  was 
due  entirety  \o  internal  competition.  I  feel 
sure  that  had  the  local  manufacturer  not 
been  in  existence  we  should  have  had  to 
pay  the  old  price  for  horse-shoe  nails. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — But  he  said  that  his 
own  production  went  up  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  SALMON.— With  regard  to  the 
price  to  the  poorer  classes,  about  whnn  the 
honorable  member  is  so  solicitous,  in  1903 
it  was  9id.,  and  in  1905  it  was  zeduoed  to 
4.2d.,  which,  of  course,  is  a  very  substantial 
reduction. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — Prior  to  Federation 
horse-shoe  nails  were  sold  at  is.  2d.  per  lb. 

Mr.  SALMON. — Mr.  Pender  gave  the 
following  evidence  as  reported  on  page 
2365— 

60276.  Do  yon  temember  what  was  the  price 
paid  for  horse-ahoe  nails  before  you  commeDced 
to  manufacture? — ^The  oommon  price  that  was 
efaaiged  for  horse-shoe  nails,  when  we  started, 
to  mannfacture,  was  is.  and  if.  ad.  per  lb. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Has  not  the  price  gone 
down  all  over  the  world  ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — How  long  is  it  anoe 
the  price  was  1  s.  2d.  per  lb.  ? 

Mr.  SALMON.— It  is  not  stated  in  the 
evidence,  but  that  was  the  price  before  Mr. 
Pender  commenced  to  manufacture.  It  is 
realized  by  those  who  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  metal  trades  or  trades  involving 
the  use  of  metals  that  the  price  of  raw  ma- 
terial has  increased  materially  during  the 
last  five  years.  The  horse-shoe  nail  in- 
dustry was  started  in  Victoria  under  a  duty 
much  higher  than  that  which  is  now  pro- 
posed, and  carried  on  with  a  certain  amount 
of  success  for  a  considerable  period. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Then  why  propose  to 
coddle  it  now? 

Mr.  SALMON.— When  a  man  has 
erected  an  up-to-date  plant  under  a  distinct 
promise  from  a  Prime  Minister  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  had  four-fifths  of  that 
plant  lying  idle  sinro  the  day  it  was  erected, 
does  the  honorable  member  call  it  coddling 
the  industry  to  give  that  man  an  oppor- 
tunity to  put  into  operation  the  whole  of  his 
plant  and  thus  employ  labour,  especially 
when  he  is  our  only  defence  against  m<Mio- 
polists  on  the  other  side  of  the  world.  He 
IS  the  OTily  (Mie  who  has  kept  down,  and  is 
capable  of  keeping  down,  the  price. 

Mr.  LiooELL. — It  must  be  a  miserable 
industry  if  it  can  support  oaXy  one  man. 

Mr.  SALMON.— Surely  the  honorable 
member  would  not  apply  an  argument  of 
that  sort  to  any  industry  or  any  calling? 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — Of  course  I  would. 
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Mr.  SALMON. — There  are  many  towns 
that  would  support  <mly  me  medical  man, 

but  I  am  sure  that  the  honorable  member 
lor  that  reason  would  not  call  them  miser- 
able towns.  Surely  the  fact  that  this  in- 
dustry is  run  by  one  man  and  in  one  State 
should  not  weigh  with  honorable  members. 
The  fact  that  it  is  capable  of  producing 
all  that  we  require  is  what  should  weigh 
with  them,  especially  when  we  know  that 
the  article  will  be  produced  not  at  a  price 
higher  than  that  which  we  now  pay  but, 
if  there  is  any  alteraticm,  at  a  lower  price. 

Mr.  FULLER  (lUawarra)  [12.22].— I 
have  been  wondering  at  the  amount  of  heat 
imported  into  this  debate  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Laanecoorie,  and  also  at  tbe 
assertive  bumptiousness — I  can  characterize 
it  in  no  other  way — of  the  Government 
whip.  I  have  been  puzzled  toTcnow  in  what 
Victorian  constituency  Mr.  Pender's  nail 
factory  is  located.  It  is  a  remarkable 
thing  that  those  who  agree  with  us  that, 
at  tnc  outside,  the  industry  employs  only 
twenty  men,  including  five  boys,  talk 
heatedly  and  excitedly  in  support  of  this 
e]K:essive  duty,  whereas,  when  the  Trea- 
surer is  imposing  heavy  duties  on  the 
backs  of  the  masses  they  sit  silently  in 
their  places  and  vote  with  the  Govern- 
ment without  a  word  to  say  on  behalf 
of  the  people.  It  is  disgraceful  conduct 
on  the  part  of  those  honorable  mem- 
bers. I  wish  to  correct  one  or  two  state- 
ments which  have  been  made.  When  a 
manufacturer  asks  the  members  of  a 
Royal  CcMnniission  to  believe  that  his  in- 
dustry is  in  a  strangled  condition,  that 
unless  he  is  able  to  secure  the  higher  dutv 
which  he  asks  for  he  will  be  ruined,  it 
is  only  fair  that  they  should  be  supplied 
by  him  with  all  possible  information  in 
connexion  with  his  position.  When  Mr. 
Pender  came  before  the  Tariff  Commission 
he  refused  to  state  the  cost  of  his  raw 
material,  the  crwt  of  lalx>ur  and  the  other 
charges  in  producing  a  ton  of  horse-shoe 
nails.  I  consider  that  honorable  members 
are  entitled  to  know  the  exact  position  of 
this  manufacturer  before  they  should  be 
asked  to  grant  him  this  ei^essive  rate  of 
duty,  amounting  to  50  per  cent. 

Mr.  Bkuce  Smith. — I  notice  that  the 
hcHiorable  member  for  Laanecoorie  does  not 
listen  to  the  arguments  on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  FULLER.— No ;  the  honorable 
member  for  Laanecoorie  replied  to  an  in- 
terjection about  dumping  by  this  Mel- 
bourne manufacturer.  I  feel  satisfied  that 
there  i&  not  a  representati\e  of  Tasmania 


who  does  not  know  that  for  years  and  ^  ears 
Mr.  Pender,  after  paying  freight  and  all 
expenses,  sold  his  nails  in  that  State  at 
a  rate  very  much  less  than  that  which  he 
charged  in  Victoria. 

Mr.  Salmon.—  Does  he  do  that  now? 

Mr.  FULLER.— The  people  of  Victoria 
were  paying  a  very  much  higher  rate  for 
his  nails  than  were  the  people  of  Tas- 
mania. In  New  South  Wales  he  was  sell- 
ing his  nuls  at  a  reduced  rate,  but  not  at 
such  a  reduced  rate  as  he  charged  to  people 
in  Tasmania.  'ITiat  is  why  the  honorable 
member  for  Bass  is  so  appreciative  of  the 
horse-shoe  nail  industry.  He  says  that  in 
Tasmania  the  people  appreciate  Mr.  Pen- 
der's horse-shoe  nails. 

Mr.  Storrer. — That  statement  is  not 
correct. 

Mr.  FULLER.— And  the  reason  is  lie- 
cause  he  lets  the  Tasmanians  have  the 
nails  at  a  reduced  rate. 

Mr.  Storrer.— That  is  not  so. 

Mr.  FULLER.— It  is  of  no  use  for  the 
honorable  member  to  say  that  it  is  not  so, 
because  what  I  say  is  correct.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Bourke,  with  a  cheap 
sneer  at  the  free-trade  members  of  the 
Tariff  Cwnmission,  said  that  we  did  not 
base  our  report  <mi  facts,  and  he  challenged 
the  hooOTable  member  for  Parkes  to  pro- 
duce an  invoice  to  show  that  the  charges 
on  imported  nails  amounted  to  fnxn  30  to 
35  per  cent. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.— I  said  that  the  Com- 
mission did  not  get  at  the  facts  in  regard 
to  the  matter  of  25s.  per  cwt.  f.o.b. 

Mr.  FULLER.— It  did;  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  that,  we  had  produced  before  the 
Tariff  Commission  an  original  invoice  by 
Mr,  Rupert  Clarke,  manager  for  Messrs. 
Holdsworth.  Macpherson,  and  Company, 
of  Sydney.  In  the  course  of  his  examina- 
tion I  put  certain  questions  to  him,  tbe 
answers  to  which  show  clearly  that  the 
charges  connected  with  the  importation  of 
nails  into  New  South  Wales  amount  to  the 
percentage  stated  in  the  report  of  the  free- 
trade  section  of  the  Commission.  The 
original  invoice  is  a>pied  in  the  evidence 
of  the  witness.  I  assume  that  the  hcmor- 
able  member  for  Bourke,  and  the  honor- 
able member  for  Laanecoorie,  have  not 
taken  the  trouble  to  read  that  evidence. 

Mr.  Salmon. — I  never  said  a  word 
about  that. 

Mr.  FULLER.— It  is  a  great  pity  that 
the  honorable  member  should  pick  out  little 
bits  of  evidence  to  suit  his  own  purpose 
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b  bc^stering  up  a  certain  f^ory  in  Mel- 
bourne,  whilst  he  will  not  pay  any  atten- 
tion  to  other  parts  of  the  evidence  which 
clearly  show  that  under  the  old  Federal 
Tariff  the  manufacturer  in  question  has  been 
enjoying  very  great  advantages. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  honorable  member 
is  making  a  great  mistake  about  the  price 
of  nails  in  Tasmania.  If  he  looks  at 
page  2351  of  the  evidence  he  will  find 
that. 

Mr.  FULLER. — I  propose  to  quote 
from  the  evidoice  to  substantiate  the  posi- 
um  of  free-trade  members  of  the  Coounis- 
sioa,  and  that  of  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Parkes.  I  quote  frwn  the  evidence  at 
page  2373'  question  83742. 

Can  you  tell   us  what  the  freight  is  on  the 
nnportatioa  of  a  ton  of  nails  from  London  to 
Uelboume? — ^^hen  I  said  that  we  princip&lly 
niportcd  UamiltoD  oails^  I  ought  to  say  that 
we  also  import  Globe  aod  Capewell  nails,  both 
of  which  are  of  English  make. 
Do  you  import  those  in  large  quantities? — Yes, 
Can  you  tell  us  what  the  freight  and  other 
diargcs  are  on  a  ton  of  those  nails  from  London 
to  Sydney? — I    refer  to  some  figures  that  were 
given  in   the    Sydney  Evening  News  and  tlie 
Teltgrafk  on    the  matter — figurei  which  were 
an  oat  in  the  Evening  New  on  9th  February, 
and  I  find  they  are  practically  correct.    I  have 
an  original  invoice  here  from  London,  showing 
that  the  figures  are  substantially  correct. 

Have  you  any  objection  to  our  seeing  that 
invoice? — Not  the  slightest,  although  I  do  not 
think  it  ought  to  be  published  in  the  newipapeis. 
The  invoice,  which  is  dated  London,  27th 
October,  1Q05,  and  was  tent  to  our  London 
boose,  is  as  follows  ; — 

I  do  not  propose  to  weary  the  Ctxnraittee 
by  reading  the  items  in  the  invoice.  It 
simply  shows  that  the  maximum  discount 
fw  large  quantities  is  70  per  cent,  and 
5  per  cent.  The  invoice  shows  a  net  London 
cost  of  IIS.  gd.,  which  is  half  the 

quantity  booked.  The  cost  here  would  be 
about  j^32  15s.    The  evidence  goes  c«i: — 

Does  that  include  freight  and  insurance? — 
Yes. 

And  what  else  ? — Wharfage,  duty,  cartage,  and 
eichange. 

How  much  per  cent,  does  that  come  to  on  the 
invoiced  cost? — Practically  between  30  and  35 
per  cent. 

That  was  imder  the  old  duty.  So  that 
the  position  of  the  <me  nail  manufacturer 
of  VictCHria  was  that  in  addition  to  the 
duty  he  had  this  protection  in  ccHinexion 
with  freight,  charges  and  insurance  of  33J 
per  cent.  I  remind  hwiorable  members 
that  Mr,  Rupert  Clarke  is  well  known  to  be 
one  of  the  most  experienced  business  men 
in  the  city  of  Sydney.  I  point  out  further 
tiut  for  years  ajid  years  the  local  firm  has 


expOTted  nails,  not  only  to  Tasmania  and 
Xew  South  Wales,  but  also  to  New  Zea- 
land ;  they  are  at  the  present  time,  and 
have  been  ever  since  the  Federal  Tariff 
came  into  existence,  expcwting  nails  to  New 
Zealand,  where  they  pay  duty  and  sell  in 
competition  with  nails  imported  fran  other 
parts  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Did  the  honorable  mem- 
ber read  Mr.  Rupert  Clarke's  statement 
that  he  had  not  worked  out  the  figures 
exactly? 

Mr.  FULLER. — His  statement  was:^ 

I  would  point  out  that  I  have  not  worked 
out  these  figures  exactly,  having  received  notice 
to  attend  only  last  night. 

The  members  of  the  Commission  did  work 
them  out  exactly,  in  order  that  we  might 
justify  our  position  Siefbre  we  made  a 
reoxnmendation.  The  evidence  of  other 
witnesses  whose  names  appear  in  other 
parts  of  the  report  shows  that  the  natural 
protection  varies  from  30  to  35  per  cent. 
So  that  speaking  generally  we  can  say  that 
it  amounts  to  about  33J  per  cent.  It  is 
perfectly  cleaj  that  the  want  of  success  of 
Mr.  Pender,  in  New  South  Wales,  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  people  who  have  tried  his 
nails  there,  in  many  instances,  came  to  the 
ocmclusion  that  it  waS  better  for  them,  in 
their  own  interest,  to  pay  a  higher  price 
for  imported  nails  than  to  use  Mr. 
Pender's.  Though  Mr.  Pender  went  to 
all  sorts  of  trouble,  taking  orders  direct 
from  various  small  blacksmiths  throughout 
New  South  Wales,  many  of  them  did  not 
repeat  their  orders  to  him.  They  found 
that  it  paid  them  very  much  better  to  use 
imported  nails, 

Mr.  Hughes. — How  many  factcM'ies  are 
there  in  Australia? 

Mr.  FULLER.— One,  employing  at  the 
time  this  evidence  was  taken  twenty  hands, 
of  whom  five  were  boys.  Snnething  has 
been  said  in  relation  to  dumping.  Abso- 
lutelv  no  dumping  was  proved  in  con- 
nexion with  this  indtistry  before  the  Ccmi- 
missicHi ,  although  statements  wiere  made 
to  that  effect.  There  was  no  specific  case 
of  nails  being  dumped  in  Australia  with 
the  object  of  wiping  out  the  local  industry. 

Mr.  ALuiON. — ^Would  it  not  be  difficult 
to  prove  in  any  case? 

Mr.  FULLER.— We  were  not  able  to 
get  from  Mr.  Pender  a  statement  of  the 
cost  of  raw  material  or  of  the  wages  paid 
by  him.  But  he  went  out  of  his  wav  to 
quote  the  wages  paid  in  Canada,  from 
which  country  there  is  no  competition.  O™ 
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frould  have  thought  that  when  he  came  be- 
fore a  Coaunission  he  would  have  been 
^le  to  give  information  about  the  hours 
of  labour  and  the  wages  paid  in  Sweden, 
Norway  and  Great  Britain,  from  which 
the  principal  competition  comes.  But  in- 
stead of  that  he  was  able  CMily  to  give  us 
facts  about  Canada,  from  which  no  horse- 
shoe nails  were  imported. 

Mr.  Storrer. — He  came  from  Canada, 
and  knew  the  ctxiditions  there. 

Mr.  FULLER.  ~  One  would  have 
thought  that  he  would  know  the  ccmditicxis 
in  countries  that  were  comp^g  with 
him. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — What  are  the  labour 
OHiditions  in  Scandinavia? 

Mr.  FULLER.— I  do  not  know.  But 
if  I  were  engaged  in  a  business  and 
came  before  a  Royal  Commissi<xi  asking 
for  higher  duties,  I  should  set  myself  to 
master  the  facts  as  to  the  industry  in  cxxa- 
peting  countries.  It  shows  how  gullible 
some  f>eople  thought  the  members  of  the 
CommissicHi  were  when  it  was  expected 
that  we  should  be  prepared  to  swallow 
evideixre  of  this  diaracter.  The  fact  is 
that  s<xne  years  ago  a  Tariff  Commission  sat 
in  Victoria,  and  all  that  manufacturers  had 
then  to  do  was  to  attend  bef<we  it,  and  make 
out  a  sorrowful  tale.  No  questions  were 
asked,  and  the  duties  were  readily  granted. 
But  we  Ml  the  Federal  Tariff  CtHnmission 
were  very  dubious  about  the  claims  of 
some  manufacturers.  Witnesses  were  sub- 
mitted to  rigid  cross-ezaminaticm.  I  think 
we  were  ab»>lutely  justified  in  dcnng  Uiat. 
It  was  our  buuness  to  ascertain  the  exact 
position  in  which  manufacturers  stood.  In 
a  case  like  this  whm  a  manufacturer  re- 
fused to  give  us  the  necessary  particulars 
in  connexion  with  his  industry — to  tell  us 
what  his  wages  were,  and  what  the  cost 
of  material  was — we  were  justified  in  be- 
ing a  little  bit  doubtful  about  his  evidence. 
Of  course,  we  had  not  only  to  consider  the 
manufacturers  who  came  before  us,  and 
who  are  only  a  small  proportion  of  the 
people  of  Australia,  but  also  the  great 
consuming  public  of  this  Commonwealth. 
It  was  our  business  lo  see  that,  while  we 
did  a  fair  thing  to  the  manufacturers,  we 
allowed  nothing  unfair  to  be.  d<me  to  the 
people  generally.  We  had  to  take  into 
consideration  how  the  great  ccHisuming 
public  were  being  affected.  I  do  not 
wish  to  repeat  what  has  been  said  by 
other  hwiorable  members,  but  will  refer 
the  Committee  to  the  repOTt  of  the  free- 
trade  secti(»  of  the  CommissiiMi.    I  sub- 


mit most  respectfully  to  this  Ccmmittee 
that  there  is  no  justificatitxi  whatever  for 
the  proposed  increase  of  duty.  It  has 
been  clearly  shown  that  Mr.  Pender  has 
increased  his  business  largely  since  the 
Federal  Tariff  came  into  existence.  At 
the  present  time  he  is  the  monopolistic 
nail  manufacturer  of  Australia.  Under 
these  drcumstanoes,  I  hope  that  the  Com- 
mittee will  not  increase  the  duty. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [12.39].— I  was 
rather  surprised  at  the  hcniorable  member 
for  Illawarra  attacking  me  because  I 
happened  to  interject  that  the  Australian 
nail  was  the  best.  He  said  that  it  was 
because  Tasmania  got  horse-shoe  nails 
cheaper  than  Victoria  did. 

Mr.  Fuller. — That  is  right. 

Mr.  STORRER.— I  did  not  know  that. 
But  I  have  been  in  the  haWt  of  visiting 
blacksmiths'  shops  occasionally  in  different 
parts  of  Australia  and  seeing  the  nails 
used,  and  I  have  also  kept  hcurses  Siyc  the 
last  twenty-five  years.  Therefore,  I  know  a 
little  bit  about  this  industry.  In  my  opinion 
the  Australian  nail  is  better  than  the  im- 
ported nail.  I  was  at  a  blacksmith's  shop 
m  Victoria  a  few  weeks  ago.  He  showed 
me  two  nails,  and  said,  "  Which  of  those 
two  is  the  better?"  I  picked  out  the  one' 
which  I  thought  the  better,  and  he  said. 
"  That  is  an  Australian-made  nail."  He 
showed  me  different  nails  in  different 
cases. 

Mr.  Fuller.— What  was  the  brand  on 
the  other  one?  Much  depends  upcMi  the 
brand. 

Mr.  STORRER.— I  do  not  remember. 
The  statement  that  Tasmania  is  now  get- 
ting her  horse-shoe  nails  cheaper  than  she 
did  before  is  not  borne  out  by  the  facts,  t 
would  remind  the  Committee  that  the  local 
manufacturer  experiences  great  difficulty  as 
compared  with  the  importer  in  distributing 
his  nails.  In  various  parts  of  Australia 
blacksmiths  enter  into  agreements  with  iron- 
mongers to  supply  them  with  iron  and  nails, 
and  in  many  cases  to  give  them  three, 
six,  or  twelve  months'  credit.  A  man  who 
has  only  one  article  to  sell  is  thus  placed  at 
a  disadvantajje.  When  the  States  decided 
to  federate  it  was  determined  that  public 
servants,  on  their  transfer  to  the  Common- 
wealth, should  lose  none  of  their  existinfc 
or  accruing  rights,  and  I  think  we  should 
also  take  care  that  the  manufactwers  and 
the  people  of  Australia  generally  do  not 
suffer  as  the  result  of  the  union.  I  do  not 
know  the  local  nail  manufacturer,  but  ac- 
ceding to  his  own  statement  be  was 
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induced  toset  up  business  in  Victoria  by  the 
fact  that  there  was  in  opera»tion  a  duty  of 
12s.  per  cwt.  That  duty  was  subsequently 
increased  to  14s.  per  cwt.,  and  he  was  able 
to  do  a  flourishing  business.  It  was  only 
because  by  means  of  that  Tariff  he  had 
built  up  a  business  on  a  sure  foundation 
that  he  was  able  to  carry  on  when  the  duty 
was  reduced  under  the  Federal  Tariff  to 
5s.  per  cwt. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — ^What  about  the 
rights  of  the  pec^le  in  those  States  where 
DO  duty  prevailed  on  horse-shoe  nails  ? 

Mr.  STORRER.— I  do  not  suppose  that 
this  increased  duty  will  add  one  6d.  per 
annum  to  the  cost  of  shoeing  a  horse ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  means  a  great  deal  to 
the  one  manufacturer  of  horse-shoe  nails  in 
Australia,  a  large  jH^oportion  of  whose  ma- 
diinery  remained  idle  during  the  operation 
of  the  old  duty. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [12.44]-— The 
hoooraUe  member  Bass  has  told  us  that 
when  he  enters  a  blacksmith's  shop  he  uses 
his  powers  of  observation  and  compares 
the  imported  with  the  locally  produced 
horse-shoe  nails.  He  says,  however,  that 
he  does  not  know  the  local  manufacturer. 
Had  he  made  better  use  of  his  powers  of 
obsen'ation  and  his  reasoning  faculties 
dofiig  this  debate  he  would  have  learned  a 
good  deal  of  the  industry.  When  I  en- 
tered the  House  this  morning  I  did  not 
know  the  name  of  the  manufacturer,  but  I 
have  gathered  from  the  debate  that  he  is 
evidently  a  Scotchman,  since  his  name  is 
Pwder.'that  he  is  a  Victorian  manufacturer 
who  gave  evidence  befrae  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission, and  that  he  is  evidently  iHased. 
His  interests  are  being  supported  by  two 
honorable  members  who  happen  to  be  his 
representatives. 

Mr.  Salmon. — His  factory  is  150  miles 
fiom  my  oxistituency. 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Laanecoorie  talks  about  this  unfor- 
tunate man  having  to  seH  his  hails  at  a  loss. 
That  statement  reminds  me  of  the  story  of 
the  Hebrew  gentleman  who,  when  serving  a 
youHK  woman  with  a  small  quantity  of  mer- 
chandise, assured  her  that  he  was  practi- 
cally letting  her  have  the  goods  below  cost. 
When  ^  ujquired  how  he  managed  in  the 
drcumstances  to  live,  he  replied  that  he 
got  a  little  profit  on  the  string  which  he 
ued  to  tie  up  the  parcel.     It  has  been 
said  that  so  far  as  this  Tariff  is  concerned 
the  free-trade  party  have  no  "sand"  in 
lhan;  I  think  we  have  shown,  in  dealing 


with  this  item,  thf^  we  can  put  up  a  good 
fight.  The  report  of  the  iMrotecti<mist  sec- 
tion of  the  Tariff  Commission  states  that — 

A  Victorian  witness,  who  inforroed  your  Com- 
mission that  he  was  the  only  horseshoe  nail 
manufacturer  couth  ot  the  E^quator,  complained 
that  importers — 

apparently  all  Victorian  manufacturers 
so  complain — 

had  great  facilities  under  the  Commonwealth 
Tarifl,  to  the  detriment  of  his  business.  Al- 
though his  output  had  not  been  materially  af- 
fected, the  imported  article  is  admitted  under 
such  favorable  conditions,  as  he  bad  been  com- 
pelled to  cut  down  prices  to  the  extent  of  ijd. 
per  lb. 

This  shows  that  it  is  the  competition  of  the 
importers,  and  not  the  establishment  of  a 
local  factory,  that  has  kept  down  prices. 
Surely  that  is  one  of  the  strongest  argu- 
ments we  could  have  in  favour  of  free- 
trade.  For  the  sake  of  this  paltry  indus- 
try, employing  cwily  twenty  hands,  the 
whole  Commonwealth  is  to  be  taxed.  The 
sound  of  the  blat^smith's  hammer  is  to  be 
heard  in  every  village,  and,  in  opposing 
this  duty,  I  am  speaking,  not  for  c«ie  in- 
dividual, but  for  thousands  of  men  whose 
interests  I  have  at  heart. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [12.53]. — I  move — 

That,  after  the  figures  *'8s.  3d.,"  paragraph 
A,  the  words,  "and  on  and  after  36th  Novem- 
ber, 1907,  per  cwt.  (General  Tariff),  6s.,"  be 
inserted. 

If  this  amendment  be  carried  I  shall  move 
that  the  duty,  in  the  case  of  imports  from 
the  United  Kingdom,  be  5s.  per  cwt.  I 
think  that  my  proposal  should,  to  SOTie  ex- 
tent, meet  the  views  of  honorable  members 
opposite. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [12.54]. 
— I  hope  that  the  amendment  will  be  re- 
jected. The  very  lowest  duty  that  we 
should  impose  is  ^s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  but  if 
honorable  members  wish  to  grant  a  prefer- 
ence to  Great  Britain,  that  suggested  by 
the  Government  is  a  fair  and  reas<»iable 
one. 

Question— That  after  the  figures  "  8s. 
3d.,"  paragraph  a,  the  words  "  and  on 
and  after  26th  November,  1907,  per  cwt. 
(General  Tariff)  6s.,"  be  inserted — put. 
The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes      ...  ...  ...  13 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  39 

Majority  DigitizedbyGoOgl^ 
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Ans. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Brown,  Tilley 
BrowQ,  Thomas 
Cook,  Joaeph 
Edwards,  R. 
Liddell,  F. 
McWilliami,  W.  J. 


Poynton,  A. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks,  W.  H. 

Tellers: 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 


Questi<xi  put.    The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes      ...  ...  ...  14 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  36 


Noes. 


Bamfoid,  F.  W. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Chanter.  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Irvine,  Ham 
Irvine,  W.  H, 
Kdox,  W. 
Livingston,  J. 
Lvne,  Sir  William 
Uahon,  H. 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 


Mathews,  J. 
Mauger,  S. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
O'Malley,  King 

Page.  J- 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C,  C. 
Spence.  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D, 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Wilson.  J.  G. 
Wise,  G.  H. 
Wynne,  A. 

Teller! : 
Cook,  Hume 
Fiazer,  C.  E. 


■  Faiss. 

Bowden,  E.  K.  Webster,  W. 

Glynn,  P.  McM-  Crouch.  R.  A. 

Willis,  Henry  Foster,  F.  J. 

Fowler,  J-  M.  Deakin,  A. 

Reid,  G.  H.  Hall,  D.  R. 

Fysh,  Sir  Philip  Foxton,  Colonel 

Kelly,  W.  H.  Kingston,  C.  C. 

Hughes,  W.  M.  Watson,  J.  C. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.     WILKS     (Dalley)     [12.55].— I 
move — 

That  after  the  figures  "8s.  3d.,"  paragraph 
A,  the  words  "and  on  and  after  a6tfa  Novem- 
ber, 1907,  per  cwt.  (General  Tariff),  71./'  be  in- 
serted. 

If  this  amendment  be  carried  I  shall  sub- 
sequently move  in  favour  of  fixing  the  duty 
for  the  United  Kingdom  at  6s.  per 
cwt.  A  little  while  ago,  when  an 
industry  in  New  South  Wales  in  which  tmly 
one  man  was  interested  was  under  con- 
siderattcffi,  the  honorable  member  for  Flin- 
ders warned  us  that  we  ought. to  look  very 
carefully  into  the  matter.  But  we  have 
heard  no  such  warning  from  him  in  refer- 
ence to  the  horse-shoe  nail  industrv  vp.  which 
CHily  one  man  is  interested,  and  it  is  some- 
what significant  that  this  is  a  Victorian  in- 
dustry. A  duty  of  7s.  per  cwt,  would  re- 
present an  increase  of  about  40  per  cent, 
upon  the  rate  operative  under  the  old 
Tariff.  Surely  such  an  increase  ought  to 
It  even  for  a  Victorian  industry. 


Majority 

Archer,  E.  W. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  K. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Mahon,  H. 
McWiUiams.  W.  J. 
Poynton,  A. 

Bamford,  F.  W. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Cattt,  J.  H. 
Chanter,  J.  U. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
FrauT,  C.  E. 
Groom,  L.  £. 
Harper,  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 
Livingston.  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 

Bowden,  E.  K.. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Fysh,  Sir  Pbllip 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Kellv,  W.  H. 
Willfs,  Henry 


...  22 

Ayes. 

Smith,  Bruce 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilki.  W.  U. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

Tellers: 
I  Johnson,  W.  E. 
I  Liddell.  F. 

Noes. 

Mathews,  J. 
Mauger,  S. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
O'Malley,  King 
Page,  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Quick,  Sir  Joha 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Wise,  G.  H. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Hut^ison,  J. 
Pahs. 

Webster,  W. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
KiagatOT,  C.  C. 
Foster,  F.  J. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Amendment   (by    Mr.    Joseph  Cook) 
put — 

That,  after  the  figures  "8s.  3d.,"  paragraph 
A,  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  a6th  Norem- 
ber,  1907,  per  cwt.  (General  Tariff),  6d.,"  be 
inserted. 


The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes 
Noes 


Majority 


20 
30 


10 


Aroher,  E.  W. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  R. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 

Liddell,  F.  Digitiz^ 


Atbs. 

McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 


Tellers: 
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Noes. 


Bamford,  F.  YT. 
C«n,  E.  S. 
Cam,  J.  H. 
Clunter,  J.  U. 
Chapman,  Austin 
COOD,  J. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fatrbum,  G. 
Fraicr,  C.  E. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
Hotchiion,  J. 
LiTtngston,  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
UalODcy,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 


M  auger,  S. 
McDougail,  J.  K. 
O'Mnlley,  King 
Pa^e,  J. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Speoce,  W.  G. 
Storrcr,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor.  F.  G. 
Watkios,  D. 
Wyiuie.  A. 

TeUen: 
Cook,  Hume 
Wise,  G.  H. 


Pairs. 


Bamford,  F.  W. 
Can,  E.  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fairuim,  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Hotchison,  J. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 
Livingston,  ]. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 


Webster,  W. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Foster.  F.  J. 
Fozton,  Colonel 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Watson,  }.  C. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 


Bowden,  E.  K. 
Glynn,  P.  McSI. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
WUlii,  Henry 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Reid,  G.  M. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Kelly.  W.  H. 
EdMids,  R. 

Questimi  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [i.io].— 
The  proposal  of  the  Government  involves 
an  increase  of  50  per  cent,  upon  the  old 
rate  of  duty.  Perscmally,  I  think  that 
the  duty  under  the  general  Tariff  should 
not  exceed    8s.,    and.   consequently,  I 

BWTC— 

That,  after  the  figures  "8s.  3d.,"  paragraph 
A,  the  words  '*  and  on  and  after  36th  Novem- 
ber, 1907,  per  cwt.  (General  Tariff),  8s.,"  be 
iaierted. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Amendment   (by   Mr.   Joseph  Cook) 
put — 

That,  after  Uie  figures  "  7s.  6d.,*'  paragraph 
i,  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  afitb  Novem- 
ber, 1907,  per  cwt.  (United  Kingdom),  7s.."  be 
inserted. 


The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


Majority 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Cook,  Joseph 
FoUer,  G.  W. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Liddell,  F. 
Usbon,  H. 
UcWilliams,  W.  J. 
Pilmer,  A.  C. 


16 
34 

18 


Arcs. 


Poynton,  A. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wtlks,  W.  H. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

Tellers: 
Brown,  Tilley 
Johnson.  W.  £. 


Nca's. 

Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mauger,  S. 
McDougail,  I.  K. 
O'Malley,  King 
Page,  J. 

Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Spcnce,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkias,  D. 
Wise,  G.  il. 
Wynne,  A. 

TeUerst 
Cook,  Hume 
Mathews,  J. 

Pairs. 

Webster,  W. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Hnll,  D.  R. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Kingston.  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 


Bowden,  E.  K. 
Gljnn,  P.  McM. 
Fowler,  I.  M. 
Willis,  Henry 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Kelly,  W,  H. 
Edwards.  R. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Amendment  (by  Mr.  Mahon)  put — 

That,  after  the  figures  *'  7s.  6d.,"  paragraph 
A,  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  36th  Novem- 
ber, 1907,  per  cwt.  (United  Kingdom))  7s.  ,id.,*' 
be  inserted. 

The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes      ...  ...  ...  19 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  31 


Majority 

Archer,  E.  W. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Brown,  Thomas 
Cook,  Joseph 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Liddell,  F. 
Mahon,  H. 


Carr,  E.  S. 
Catts.  J.  H. 
Chanter,  ].  U. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  ], 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Kairbaim,  G. 
Fraier,  C.  E. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Knox,  W. 
Livingston,  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney.  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews.  J. 


...  12 

AVIS. 

McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A. 
Smith,  Bmce 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

TetUrs : 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 

Nccs. 

Manger,  S. 

McDougail,  J.  K. 
O'Malley,  King 
P»ge.  J. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Spcnce,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkius,  D. 
Wise,  G.  H. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellertt 
Dj^i    Bamford,  V.S^^ 
Cook,  Humfc> 
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Bowden,  E.  K. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Fowler,  I.  M. 
Willis,  Henry 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Edwards,  R. 


Paim.  Chief  Inspector  of  Factories,  appendix  C, 
Webster,  W.  1^03,  there  were  employed  in  this  in- 
Deakin'  A  dustry  forty-two  adult  males,  at  an  average 
Foster,'  F.  J.  wage  of  j£2  5s.  and  thirty-wie  boys 
Foxton,  Colonel  and  vouths,  at  an  average  wage  of  13s. 
Hall,  R.  ^d. ;  while,  in  1906,  106  adult  males  were 
Kigston.-^C  C.  employed  at  an  average  wage  of ^2  is. 
SampsoQ  S  '  sixtv-two  boys  and  youths  at  an 
Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative.  t^'^'^S^  wage  of  14s.  sd-  The  total  num- 
Amendment  negatived.  °^  ^^^^  employed  m  1903  was 
"  seventy-three,  at  an  average  wage  of  £1 
Sitting  suspended  from  1.25  to  3  p.m.  its.  iid.,  and  in  1906,  168,  at  an  average 
Ti^MXTOi-iv  /T  \  r  1  rru  wage  of  jQi  IIS.  66.  It  must  be  ranem- 
Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [a.oj.-'niese  ^e^l^  however,  that  these  figures  include 
duties,  like  many  other  high  protective  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
duties  in  the  Tariff,  have  already  led  to  ^f  horse-shoe  nails,  who  number  twenty,  all 
the  combination  of  local  manufacturers  for  ^^^^  According  to  the  evidence  givra  be- 
the  purpose  of  increasing  prices.  _  I  find  f^,^  Tariff  Commission,  the  proposed 
that  although  the  Ktuai  importations  of  ^  j^an  two  and  a  half  times 
the  nails  included  in  paragraph  b  as  great  as  the  labour  cost  of  production, 
from  the  United  Kmgdom  increased  The  labour  cost  of  a  ton  of  nails  was 
between  1903  and  1900,  the  percentage  of  stated  in  evidence  to  be  from  36s.  to  40s., 
the  British  importations  to  the  total  im-  or  16  per  cent,  on  the  total  cost.  That 
portation  decreased.  In  1903  the  impor-  information  was  given  bv  Mr.  MacDougall 
tations  from  the  United  Kingdom  were  —page  2381,  questions  68480-5— and  oon- 
22,752  cwt.,  about  28.3  per  cent,  of  the  firmed  bv  a  Svdney  manufacturer,  Mr. 
total  importations,  which  were  80,340  cwt..  Hill,  who  said  that  his  weeklv  wages  were 
Germ.my  sending  28,847  cwt.,  the  United  about  ;^30,  and  his  average  monthlv  out- 
States  of  America  20,482  cwt.,  and  all  put  between  50  and  60  tons.  Mr.  Gold, 
other  countries  8,259  cwt.  In  1906  the  a  Melbourne  maker,  put  the  wages 
importations  from  Great  Britain  were  cost  at  14  per  cent. — page  2393,  question 
28,104  cwt.,  25.8  per  cent,  of  the  total  69424.  Mr.  MacDougall,  in  the  course  of 
importations,  which  wctc  104,967  cwt.,  his  evidence,  stated  that  wire  nails,  on  the 
Germany  sending  42,120  cwt.,  the  United  average,  cost  local  makers  12s.  per  cwt. 
States  of  America  23,472  cwt.,  and  all  Therefore  the  old  dutv  of  3s.  per  cwt.  was 
other  countries  10,271  cwt.  The  exports  equivalent  to  25  per  cent,  on  the  total 
from  Australia,  however,  increased  from  cost,  and  over  50  per  cent,  above  the 
361  cwt.  in  1903  to  720  cwt.  in  1906,  wages  cost,  whereas  the  proposed  dutv  of 
that  i.s,  they  almost  doubled  themselves  5s.  is  equal  to  41  per  cent,  of  the  total 
within  three  years.  While  in  1906  the  cost,  and  more  than  two  and  a  half  times 
importati<xis  were  104,967  cwt.,  the  total  the  labour  cost.  It  has  been  stated  that 
output  of  eight  factories  was  about  the  object  of  protective  duties  like 
500,000  cwt.  these  is  to  create  local  competition 
Mr.  Tudor. — ^Where  does  the  lumorable  which  will  reduce  prices ;  but  the 
member  get  those  figures?  manufacturers  are  striving  to  have 
Mr.  JOHNSON. — Mr.  Gold,  ^ving  the  rates  made  so  high  that  they  will  have 
evidence  before  the  Tariff  Commission —  a  practical  mcmopoly  of  the  local  trade, 
ji.ige  2393 — questions  69423-4— said —  although,  at  present,  they  have  about  two- 

Of  th.  ciKht  f..ctories.  one  alone,  by  no  means  ^^']'^f             .  ^ne  of  the  reasons  why  they 

ttie  largest,  has  an  oiitnut  of  w.ooo  cwt.  a  vear.  asked  for  an  increase  of  rates  was  that  the\' 

'Ine  total  output  of  the  local  factories,  there-  wished  to  increase  prices,  because,  thev 

fore,  is  about  ^oo.ooo  cwt.,  while  the  imports  alleged,  the  present  prices  are   not  suf- 

far  .006  were  io4,orx>  cwt.  ficientlv  profitable.      Yet  the   old  duty 

The  local  output  is  constantly  increasing,  was  admitted  to  be  equivalent  to  40  per 

The  industry  is  carried  on  by  the  labour  rent,  on  the  invoiced  cost  of  American 

of  men  and  youths  who  are  more  or  less  nails,  and  the  proposed  duty  will  be  63 

unskilled  workers;  but  the   number  era-  per  cent.      That  was  stated  in  evidence 

ployed  in  it  has  more  than  doubled  in  the  by  Hr.  Hill,  page  2398,  question  87143, 

tlirtt'-    \ears    period    with    which    I    am  and  Mr.  MacDoupall  admitted — -question 

dealing.     According  to  the  reports  of  the  68540 — that  the  effect  of  the  higher  duty 
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would  be  to  increase  prices.  Therefoier 
in  spite  of  what  boix»-able  members  oppo- 
site say  about  the  effect  of  duties  in  re- 
docing  prices,  here  is  evidence,  not  only 
that  they  really  result  in  increasing  prices, 
but  that  one  of  the  objects  sought  bv  the 
local  caanufacturers  in  asking  for  the  duty 
is    to    enable    them    to    raise  pri(^. 
We  have   in   evidence  the  sworn  state- 
ment  of    interested    protectionist  manu- 
fictuiers    that    they    ask.    for  higher 
duties  to  enable  thexn  to  increase  their 
pfioes,  because  the  present  prices  are  not 
SDffidmtly  lemtmerative.     There  b  a  com- 
Une  amuqif  local  manufacturers  in  this,  as 
well    as   in    other    protected  industries, 
whereby  the  ctansumers  are  put  at  their 
mercy,  and  the  reduction  of  prices  is  pre- 
vented.     Mr.    MacDougall  stated  in  evi- 
dence that  such  a  combine  exists,  and  that 
the  makers  agree  to  sell  at  the  same  prices, 
eadi  having  allotted  to  him  a  certain  proper- 
tkn  of  die  trade.     When  they  know  that 
these  combines  do  «ust,  and  that  the  persons 
aigaged  in  these  manufactures  are  engaged 
in  a  conspiracy  in  restraint  of  trade,  to 
prevent  the  consumers  getting  the  articles 
they  require  at  a  lower  price,  I  wish  to 
know  how  it  is  that  some  steps  have  not 
been  taken  by  the  Government  to  put  in 
fwce  the  provisions  of  an  Act,  which  we 
spent  s<xne  tinw  in  passing,  for  the  pur- 
pose   of     preventing      conspiracies  of 
this  kind.     I    suppose   that   when  that 
legislation  was  before  the  House  those 
lespcMisible  for  it  had  in  mind  only  im- 
porters and   those  outside  the  CcanmcHi- 
wealth  engaged  in  sending  goods  to  this 
country. 

Mr.  Watson. — What  has  this  to  do  with 
oails? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— It  has  everything  to 
do  with  muls,  because  I  have  pointed  out 
diat   it    was    sworn    in    evidence  that 
ti«re  is  a  combine  in  the  nail  manufactur- 
ing industry.      If  we  have  any  right  to 
object  to  outside  combines  in  restraint  of 
trade,  we  should  certainly  see  that  there 
are  no  similar  combines  formed  within  the 
Commonwealth.       Local     combines  are 
really  the  most  dangerous,  because  thev  are 
^▼en  a  practical  monopoly  of  the  Austra- 
lian market,  and  being  relieved  of  out- 
side competition,  can  put  tbar  prices  op 
to  whatever  figure  they  like.      With  a 
biowledge  of  these  facts,  whidi  must  be 
as  well  known  to  the  Treasurer  and  other 
members  of  the  Government   as  they  are 
to  other  people,  I  ask  why  the  Govern- 


ment do  not  put  in  force  the  provisicxift 
of  the  law  we  have  passed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  suppressing  combines. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order.  The  hon- 
orable member  should  not  enter  uptm  a 
general  discussion  of  combines. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Nor  do  I  propose  to 
do  so.  Am  I  to  understand,  sir,  that  in 
objecting  to  the  duties  proposed  in  this 
case,  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  give, 
as  a  reason  for  my  objection,  that  in  this 
industry  a  combine  has  been  formed,  wEicb 
already  has  a  monopoly  of  the  market,  and 
is  keeping  up  the  price  to  the  consumer? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  was  going  beyond  that.  He  was 
discussing  certain  legislation  passed  by 
this  rarliaroent,  and  asking  why  the  Go- 
venunent  did  not  take  certain  acti<»i.  That 
was  going  beyond  the  incidental  reference 
to  tl^  subject  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber was  entitled  to  nu^e. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  Committee  are,  I 
think,  entitled  to  some  information  when 
the  Treasurer  comes  down  with  a  proposal 
for  an  increased  duty,  knowing  that  this 
oomlnne  is  in  existence. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  question  be- 
fore the  Committee  is  not  whether  a  com- 
bine exists,  but  whether  the  duty  proposed 
should  be  agreed  ta 

Mr.  Fuller. — I  submit,  in  connexion 
with  this  matter,  that  when  it  is  definitely 
stated  by  the  honorable  member  for  Lang, 
and  has  been  clearly  proved  by  the  evi- 
den<%  sut»nitted  to  the  Tariff  Commission, 
that  an  arrangement  or  a  combine  is  id 
existence  between  the  principal  makers  of 
these  goods  in  Australia  to  regulate  prices 
in  the  industry,  the  honorable  member  is 
justified  in  referring  to  the  fact  in  com- 
menting upon  it,  and  in  showing  that  the 
combine  is  fleecing  the  public  in  the  way  re- 
ferred to. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  would  be  quite  in  order  in  refer- 
ring to  those  facts,  but  he  would  not  be  in 
order  in  discussing  the  question  of  ctxnbines 
generally. 

Mr.  FuLLEK. — Not  this  special  com- 
bine? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— If  the  honorable 
member  were  allowed,  even  in  connexion 
with  the  spedal  combine  referred  to,  to 
enter  upon  an  elaborate  argument,  I  should 
have  to  allow  the  question   of  combines 
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Mr.  JOHNSON. — I  have  no  intention 
to  traverse  the  general  question  of  com- 
bines, or  to  say  whether  they  are  right  or 
wrong.  I  wished  merely  to  direct  the  at- 
tention of  the  Treasurer  to  the  fact  that 
we  have  passed  legislation  to  prevent  the 
operation  of  awnbines  acting  in  restraint  of 
trade,  and  that  there  is  a  cxanbine  in  con- 
nexion with  this  particular  industry  whose 
operations  are  injurious  to  the  public.  I 
put  that  forward  as  one  of  my  objectitms 
to  the  proposed  increase  of  duty.  I  have 
no  wish  to  enable  the  ocxnlnne  in  this 
industry  to.  be  more  injurious  to  the 
public  by  becaning  more  firmly  entrenched 
in  the  monopoly  which  it  at  present  enjoys. 
.For  the  reasons  I  have  given,  I  move — ■ 

That,  after  the  figures  "  5s.  6d.,"  paragraph  B, 
the  words  "  and  on'  and  after  a7th  November, 
1907,  per  cwt.  (General  Tariff),  3s.  6d.,"  be  in- 
serted. 

It  is  my  intention,  should  the  amendment 
be  passed,  to  move  that  the  duty  be  3s.  on 
imports  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  HEDGES  <Fremantle)  [3.21].— I 
do  not  complain  of  the  inclusic»i  in  this 
item  of  such  articles  as  picture  nails,  tacks, 
and  wire  nails,  c»r  that  they  should  be 
dutiable  at  the  rates  proposed ;  but  I  think 
it  is  not  fair  to  include  in  the  same  item 
such  articles  as  bridge  spikes  and  rail- 
dogs.  I  point  out  that  several  packets  of 
taoks  might  be  made  from  the  material  in 
one  bridge  spike  or  rail-dog.  In  the 
circumstances,  it  is  almost  ridiculous  to 
propose  that  the  same  duty  should  be  im 
posed  on  bridge  spikes  and  rail-dc^s 
as  on  tacks  and  picture  nails.  I  wish  to 
move,  as  an  amendment,  the  cxnission  ot 
the  words  "rail-dogs  or  brobs,  spikes," 
with  a  view  to  moving  the  insertion  of  the 
following  new  item — 

Rail-dogs  or  brobs,  and  spikes,  pet  cwt.  (Gen. 
erai  Tariff),  3*.  3d.  j  (United  Kingdom),  3*. 

Amendment  (Mr.  Johnson's),  by  leave, 
withdrawn. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Hedges)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  words  "rail-dogi  or  brobs;  spiEes," 
be  left  out. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [3-25]- — I  do  not  rise  to  tqipose 
the  amendment  submitted  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Fremantle,  but  to  p(»nt 
out  that  while  there  may  be  justification 
for  the  amendment,  there  is  certainly 
justification  for  a  reduction  of  the  pro- 
posed duty  on  the  whole  line  of  goods 
included  in  this  item.  It  does  not  stand 
on  the  same  footing  aa  the  item  with  whidi 


tve  have  just  dealt.  In  connoicMi  with 
the  last  item  there  was  only  cme  maker, 
and  it  was  diflScult,  if  not  mipossible,  to 
obtain  informatimi  as  to  what  profit  he 
was  making.  There  are  many  makers  of 
wire  nails.  There  are  at  least  eight  fac- 
tories in  the  Comraoowealth,  and  there  is 
evidence  that  they  mpl<^  at  the  pt«seiit 
time  nearly  three  times  the  number  of  hands 
engaged  in  the  industry  when  the  1903 
Tariff  was  passed.  That  is  evidence  that 
the  industry  is  successful,  and  is  paying 
under  the  duty  imposed  by  the  last  Tariff. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  since  the  last  Tariff 
came  into  operaticHi,  two  factories  have 
been  started  in  New  South  Wales. 

Sir  WiLUAU  LvNE.— And  tiie  owners  of 
both  are  complaining.  At  least  one  of 
them  came  to  me  as  a  dqmtatioa,  com- 
plaining  that  importers  were  dumping  wire 
nails  from  Germany  at  a  lower  price  than 
that  at  which  the  local  manufacture  can 
import  the  material  to  make  the  articles  in 
Australia. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  The 
Treasurer  speaks  as  if  a  request  from  a 
manufacturer  for  an  increased  duty  were 
a  proof  that  the  increase  is  necessary. 
With  the  present  Government,  it  b  alto- 
gether too  much  a  case  of  "Ask  and  ye 
shall  receive."  Apparently  no  inquiry  is 
made,  the  Treasurer  does  not  require  to  be 
satisfied  as  to  the  real  need  for  an  increased 
duty,  and  it  is  sufficient  merely  that  a 
request  for  an  increase  should  be  made. 
Two  factories  were  started  in  New  South 
Wales  since  the  Tariff  of  1902  was  im- 
posed,  and  another  is  just  about  to  be 
started.  One  was  started  in  South  Aus- 
tralia under  the  same  Tariff,  and  one  is 
about  to  be  started  in  Western  Australia. 
That  is  pretty  good  evidence  that  profits 
are  bemg  made  in  the  industry.  I  have 
a  balance-sheet  here— and  I  believe  it  is  not 
by  any  means  the  best  that  could  be  shown 
tn  the  industry — which  shows  that  one  con- 
cern engaged  partly  in  the  manufacture  of 
wire  nails  and  partly  in  the  manufacture 
of  barbed  wire,  made  a  profit  of  ^£2,003 
on  a  capital  of  ;^i2,2so.  That  represents 
a  profit  of  over  16  per  cent 

Mr.  TuDOH.— What  is  the  naiOQ  ot  the 
ccxnpany? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.~I  do  not 
care  to  mention  names.  The  honorable 
member  can  see  the  balance-sheet  if  he 
wishes.  1  think  that  the  names  of  com- 
panies and  individuals  arft-moitioned  too 
freely  in  this   Chaiiibety  ^^J©<?gJS  of 


Tariff 


\26  November,  1907.]  (/tern  159).  6613 


people  into  this  business  is  an  evidence 
that  there  is  profit  to  be  derived  from  it. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— The  enonnoua 
unportatioQS  do  not  suggest  that 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  More 
than  double  the  quantity  is  made  locally. 
The  fact  that  the  number  of  hands  «i- 
gaged  in  the  industry  has  been  increased 
three-fold  since  the  Tariff  of  1902  came 
into  force  is  the  best  possible  evidence 
that  the  duties  imposed  by  that  Tariff 
were  ample  to  bring  about  an  increase  in 
the  business,  to  secure  more  and  more  of 
I  the  local  trade,  and  to  give  profitable  re- 
turns to  those  engaged  in  tfie  industry. 
The  Treasurer  referred  just  now  to  dump- 
ing in  connexion  with  this  item,  but  we 
hear  a  great  deal  about  dumping  that  is 
altogether  inaocurate.  I  should  like  to 
refer  the  Comnittee  to  a  statement  cui- 
ceming  dumping  in  amnexion  with  some 
of  these  local  companies,  given  in  sworn 
evidence  before  the  Tariff  Cc»nmission  in 
answer  to  question  68589.  A  witness 
vas  asked — 

Are  vou  selling  cheaper  here  or  in  Sydney? — 
In  Seir  South  Wales. 

By  nearly  2s.  per  cwt.,  arc  you  not? — No. 

I  am  speaking  of  the  run  of  the  gauges,  not 
of  inv  particular  gauge? — We  sell  at  is.  per 
rwt .  f.o.b.,  less  for  Sydney  than  we  do  for 
MelbDnme. 

Tfaeo  you  have  done  with  them,  when  they 
]ia«  left  Sfelbouroe? — Yes. 

There  is  an  iltustratitHi  of  dumping.  In 
the  answers  given  to  other  questions,  it  is 
shown  that  the  companies  engaged  in  this 
industry  have  combined  to  fix  selling  piices. 
Question  68604  was — 

Have  you  a  ichedule  price  with  the  other 
makers  here? — 

The  answer  was — 

Voi,  we  all  sell  at  the  same  price. 

What  I  have  said  is  good  evideiKe  that  the 
business  was  a  very  profitable  one  under 
the  3s.  duty.  Whatever  doubts  htxiorable 
nieinbers  may  have  had  as  to  whether  the 
industry  of  horse-shoe  nail-making  was  pro- 
fitable tit  not  under  the  old  duty,  there  is 
strong  evidence  that  we  ought  not  to  in- 
crease the  duiy  in  this  case.  As  the  honor- 
able member  for  Fremantle  is  in  favour  of 
the  exclusion  of  some  of  the  items,  I  hope 
that  he  will  also  see  his  way  to  vote  for  a 
more  reasonable  duty  on  the  whole  item 
than  that  proposed  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  COON  (Batman)  [3.31].— The 
strongest  argument  in  favour  of  the  in- 
creased duty  is  the  fact  that  last  year 
;£7i,890  worth  of  nails  came  from  Great 


Britain,  where  the  wage  in  connexion  with 
the  industry  is  about  15s.  a  week.  In  giv- 
ing evidence  before  a  Commissirai  ap- 
pointed in  the  Old  Country,  one  witness 
said  that  the  duty  they  required  was  the 
same  as  obtained  in  Germany  and  the 
United  States  in  order  to  keep  foreign  nails 
from  entering.  That  is  what  thev  are 
asking  for  m  free-trade  Great  Britain, 
where  they  are  paying  15s.  a  week  against 
our  41s.  6(1.  a  week  wage.  It  is  clear 
proof  that  the  extra  duty  is  required  when 
we  have  to  compete  under  those  conditions. 

Mr.  FULLER  (Illawarra)  [3.32].— I 
should  like  to  hear  something  from  the 
Minister  on  this  question.. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  want  to  get  to  a 
division. 

Mr.  FULLER. — Honorable  members  are 
entitled  to  know  reasons  why  the  Minister's 
proposal  for  an  increase  of  duty  should  be 
adopted.  It  has  been  clearly  proved  that 
the  old  duty  amounted  to  about  40  per  cent. 
(HV  the  invoice  value  of  the  goods.  To  that 
must  be  added  the  instirance,  freight,  and 
other  charges  on  bringing  goods  to  Aus- 
tralia. When,  therefore,  it  is  proposed  to 
about  double  the  old  duty,  the  Committee 
's  entitled  to  some  explanation.  The  h<»i- 
orable  member  for  Lang  drew  attentim  to 
the  existence  ot  a  combine  in  order  to  fix 
the  price  amongst  the  Australian  nail  manu- 
facturers. Evidence  to  that  effect  was 
given,  not  by  one  manufacturer  <xily,  but 
by  several.  The  first  to  give  evidence  was 
Mr.  MacDougall,  who  stattxi  distinctly  that 
they  had  a  schedule,  and  all  sold  at  the 
same  price.  The  next  witness  was  Mr. 
Gold.  On  page  2302  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission's Minutes  of  Evidmce,  appears 
the  following — 

69413.  I  am  talking  about  the  ordinary  wire 
nail.  Cannot  the  Austral  Nail  Company  turn 
them  out  ? — I  am  not  going  to  let  them  have  all 
the  trade. 

.6^14.  Are  you  underselling  them?— No,  we 
practically  sell  at  the  same  price. 

Further  on  he  was  asked  more  specifically 
about  this  matter  as  follows— 

69450.  As  to  this  arrangement  between  the 
Austral  Nail  Companv  and  yourself,  bow  do 
you  arrange  to  gel  five-elevenths  of  all  the  trade 

10  Victoria,  and  they  get  six-elevenths? — Our 
books  are  inspected  bv  an  accountant.  If  I 
have  done  more  than  my  share,  I  have  to  give 
the  difference  to  the  Austral  Company,  and  if 
they  have  done  more  than  their  share  they  have 
to  give  the  difference  tb  me. 

Evidently,  according  to  t^ut^  miestion.  the 
whole  of  the  tradePei^^iistifiri^gA&ided 
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between  Mr.  Gold  and  the  Austral  Nail 
Ccmpany. 

69451.  Hcrw  is  that  done? — We  pass  on  the 
orders. 

69453.  Does  tliat  airangement  you  have  with 
them  in  regard  to  the  output  extend  to  price? — 
We  all  sell  at  about  the  same  price. 

6o454-  When  do  you  fix  prices? — Every  time 
there  is  a  reduction  or  a  rise  in  wiic  have 
to  raise  or  drop  our  prices  accordingly.  It  is 
arranged  according  to  the  raw  material.  The 
raw  material  has  gone  up  30s.  a  ton  duTiqc  the 
last  two  or  three  months.  We  have  had  to 
raise  our  prices,  therefore. 
Theretore,  so  far  as  Victoria  is  concerned, 
practically  the  whole  trade  is  a  matter  of 
arrangement  between  the  gentlemen  inte- 
rested in  the  industry,  who  fix  the  price 
that  the  Victorian  people  have  to  pay.  Is 
this  the  sort  of  article  upon  which  the  Com- 
mittee  should  practically  double  the  duty? 
Are  we  to  give  those  men  a  further  oppw- 
tunitv  of  raising  the  price?  It  has  been 
clearly  proved  that  since  the  iinpositi(xi  of 
the  first  Federal  Tariff  the  production  of 
the  industry  has  largely  increased. 
Other  establishments  have  been  formed  in 
Victoria  and  New  South  Wales,  and  an- 
other is  about  to  be  started  in  Western 
Australia.  In  Victoria,  while  there  has 
been  a  large  increase  of  production,  there 
has  been  a  big  decrease  of  importations. 
Protectionists  always  say  that  all  that  they 
ask  for  in  connexion  with  their  "strangled 
industries"  is  to  have  the  conditions  of 
labour  equalized  as  between  the  Comnion- 
wealth  and  cc»npeting  countries.  That  is 
alwavs  alleged  as  the  basic  principle  of 
the  protectionists'  claims.  But  in  this  in- 
dustr\-  skilled  labour  forms  a  very  small 
proportion  of  the  labour  emplo\'ed.  The 
proporticwi  of  artisans  does  not  exceed  one- 
fifth.  It  was  stated  by  a  Victorian  witness 
that  the  proportion  of  wages  and  incidental 
expenses  in  his  factory  to  the  value  of  the 
output  was  14  per  cent.  Vet,  under  the 
old  Tariff,  the  duty  was  about  40  ^  per 
cent.,  OS,  roughly,  two  and  a  half  times 
as  much  as  the  proportion  of  the  whole 
labour  cost  to  the  value  of  the  output. 
Then  what  justification  is  there  fw  attempt- 
ing to  double  the  duty?  It  has  been 
clearlv  proved  that  there  is  a  cwnbine, 
that  the  percentage  of  manufacturing  cost 
is  small,  productiwi  has  increased,  new 
factories  have  been  opened  under  the  old 
Tariff,  and  the  imports  have  largely  de- 
creased. We  are  therefore  entitled  to  have 
facts  and  figures  put  before  us  before  we 
vote  to  increase  the  duty.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  Conbine  have  been  able,  for 
a  long  time  past,  to  adjust  their  own 
Ur.  Fuller. 


prices  and  to  bring  them  up  just  under  the 
price  ctHured  by  the  dut\.  When  manu- 
facturers are  in  a  position  to  do  that, 
surelv  we  ought  to  liesitate  to  impose  a 
higher  duty,  which  would  give  them  a 
further  opportunity  of  raising  their  price 
to  a  point  just  below  it.  It  is  marvellous 
that  the  great  majority  of  the  comf^aints 
about  the  Federal  Tariff,  made  to  the 
Tariff  Commission,  came  from  the  Vic- 
torian manufacturers,  who  have  had  the 
benefit  of  high  protective  duties  in  the  past. 
If  there  is  anything  in  the  (wotectionist 
principle  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  ^ive 
an  industry  a  duty  in  its  infancy  in  order 
to  eiKourage  it  to  start  and  grow,  one 
would  have  thought  that  these  Victorian 
industries,  having  had  thirty  years  of  high 
protection,  would  bv  now  have  had  a  fair 
opportunity  of  getting  en  tbur  legs.  Yet 
in  connexion  with  all  the  indiistries  which 
have  had  to  feel  the  effects  of  Inter-State 
competition,  it  is  from  Victoria  that  the 
larger  number  of  complaints  have  ccme. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[3.41]. — There  are  one  or  two  other  fact? 
which  the  Committee  should  know  before  a 
division  is  taken.  If  there  is  one  industry 
more  than  another  that  needs  no  furth«sr 
fostering,  it  is  the  nail  industry.  All  the 
facts  show  that  it  is  a  very  prosperous  in- 
dustry, which  is  subject  to  no  disabilities 
that  it  cannot  meet  and  overcome.  The 
volume  of  trade  is  increasing  and  its  pro- 
fitable nature  is  undoubted. 

Mr.  Faxsbairn. — It  will  mean  more 
local  competition  than  ever,  and  prices  will 
go  down. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  should  think 
that  that  was  the  ideal  condition  of  things 
which  every  protectiwiist  wishes  to  bring 
about  At  any  rate,  the  protectionist  al- 
ways alleges  that  internal  competition 
will  reduce  prices.  If  that  has  been  the 
case  in  regard  to  nails,  what  further  proof 
is  needed  that  no  further  dutv  is  required? 
I  take  it  that  the  protectionist  does  not 
pile  on  duties  for  the  fun  of  the  thin^r. 
A  case  must  be  made  out  for  them,  tt 
must  be  shown  that  thev  are  needed  in 
order  to  prop  up  some  industry  which  can- 
not stand  bv  itself  against  the  compettiion 
of  the  world.  This  industrv  has  shown 
that  with  the  pron  alreadv  under  it.  in 
the  shape  of  the  old  dutv.  it  was  well  able 
to  hold  up  its  head  against  the  breezes 
that  blow  fran  all  quarters  of  the  gldb& 
Since  Federation  there  have  been  very  few 
imports  indeed  imder  thts-head^nn  Jmt  the 
Inter-State  trad^  Hifig"^  ^dsatd^f^clearlx 
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showing  the  great  advantaffe  that  has 
accrued  to  this  industry  through  the  throw- 
ing down  of  the  Inter-State  barriers  and  the 
ccaucand  of  the  Australian  market  Pro- 
dution  has  increased  in  the  same  ratio  as 
imports  have  declined.  Additional  fac- 
tories, as  the  honorable  member  iot  North 
Sydney  said,  have  oome  into  operation  and 
are  dcHng  well  to-day.  I  heard  the 
other  day  that  one  of  these  com- 
panies had  paid  an  18  per  cent  dividend. 
Is  the  tumorable  member  for  Batman 
listening?  The  directors  of  that  company 
said  straight  out  that  they  did  not  want 
any  furtlKr  duty^  but  were  satisfied  with 
that  at  present  imposed. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — ^Tbe  hmorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta  does  not  object  to  fat 
dividends,  does  he? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.~I  object  to  fat 
dividmds  at  my  expense.  I  like  the  mono- 
polists just  as  little  as  does  the  honorable 
member  who  interjects.  There  is  nobody, 
so  far  as  I  know,  on  this  side  of  the  House 
who  desires  to  build  up  monopolies;  but 
monopoly  is  the  c^jective  of  the  boviOTable 
DKoiber  whoi  he  votes  for  prohibitive 
duties,  and  the  consequent  freedom  from 
the  ordinary  ctxnpetition  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Coon. — What  dividend  did  the  im- 
porter pay  last  year? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— May  I  say  that 
t  believe  I  know  less  about  tmportO's  than 
does  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  Watson. — Importers  make  50  per 
cent  profit  sometimes;  some  of  the  pub- 
lished balance-sheets  show  encsmuus 
profits. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  hoiiorable 
member  cannot  show  anything  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  can. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — If  importers 
asked  for  assistance  they  would  not  get  it, 
no  matter  how  small  their  profits  might  be. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  is  the 
greatest  joke  in  the  world  to  hear  protec- 
tionists always  girding  at  the  importers. 

Kir.  Watson. — The  honorable  member 
is  always  girding  at  the  poor  manufac- 
turer, even  if  he  makes  only  10  p)er  cent. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— But  I  am 
speaking  of  a  ccxnpany,  the  dividend  of 
which  was  18  per  cent,  last  year.  I  ven- 
ture to  say,  hcnrever,  that  the  buUc  of  the 
large  importers  are  not  avCTse  to  protection 
<of  a  very  high  diaracter,  so  Xcxxg  as  it  is 
not  prohibitive.  High  duties  mean  the 
cruslung  of  the  small  importers,  who  can- 
not afford  to  pay  down  thousands  of 
pomds  in  duty.    As  one  large  impwter 


said  to  me  the  other  day,  "  We  have  nearly 
all  become  protectionist  since  we  have  had 
a  taste  oi  what  it  means;  in  Sydney,  higb 
protecti(m  has  driven  the  small  mm  out  of 

the  field,  and  the  large  importers  have 
practically  the  mwiopoly."  The  same 
may  be  said  of  Melbourne ;  and  that  is  why 
importers  on  a  large  scale  are  doing  so 
well. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Have  not  some  Sydney 
impOTters  started  to  manufacture? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Some  of  them. 
Why  protecticHiists  should  gird  at  importers 
I  do  not  know,  seeing  that  they  are  the 
friends  of,  at  any  rate,  the  large  importers. 
It  has  been  shown  in  evidence  that  the 
wages  cost  in  this  industry  is  16  per  cent- 
of  the  total  value,  and  that  the  duty,  be- 
fore this  further  imposition,  was  more  than 
sufficient  to  cover  the  cost  of  manufacture. 
It  is  true  that  the  business  was  not  very 
profitable  under  the  old  Victorian  Tariff, 
owing  to  cut-throat  competition,  but  the 
manufacturers  fonned  a  sort  oi  unic»  or 
combine,  and  so  arranged  prices  as  to 
enable  them  to  do  business  at  remunerative 
prices. 

Mr.  McDouGALL.— Importers  cannot  be 
beaten  at  the  game  of  combining  ! 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  importer! 
— "  King  Charles'  bead." 

Mr.  Tudor. — The  manufacturer  ! — 
"  King  Charles'  head." 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— There  is  not  an 
honorable  member  on  this  side  who  does 
not  wish  well  to  the  manufacturers  of  Aus- 
tralia; but,  at  the  same  time,  some  regard 
must  be  paid  to  the  consumer,  of  whcmi 
some  protectiwiists  se«n  to  lose  sight  alto- 
gether. I  should  like  to  show  how  these 
duties  will  adversely  affect  some  of  our  min- 
ing industries  and  ventures.  In  a  statement 
of  the  case  which  comes  from  Ballarat,  the 
constituency  of  the  Prime  Minister,  a  gen- 
tlCTian  states  that  steel  rails,  steel  raildogs, 
and  wrought  spikes  are  items  which  are 
most  affected  under  this  heading,  and  they 
are  all  used  in  the  mines  of  Australia. 

Mr.  Watson. — They  are  used  during  the 
equipment  of  a  mine  but  never  afterwards ; 
and  they  do  not  cost  much. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  is  entirely  wrong,  because  roads 
are  owistantly  being  pulled  up  and  put 
down. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^The  same  spikes  are  used 
ova  and  over  again. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.-^rt^W^. 
Mr.  Watson. — I  have  se«i  tbem^put  in. 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— And  so  have  I 
many  thousands  of  times ;  and  I  have  seen 
them  pulled  out  and  thrown  away.  In  any 
case  (mly  the  wrought  spikes  are  manufac- 
tured hen. 

Mr.  Watson. — There  is  no  reason  why 
steel  spikes  should  not  be  made  here. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Although  steel 
spikes  are  not  being  made  here,  there  is  no 
discrimination  made  in  the  Tariff ;  and  the 
cost  is  thrown  on  the  consumer,  for  v/hcm 
there  seems  to  be  no  consideration.  The 
proposed  duties  will  be  a  great  tax  on  the 
mining  community ;  and  the  statement  to 
whidi  I  have  already  referred  says  that 
steel  raild<^,  under  the  old  Tariff,  paid  a 
duty  of  3s.  per  cwt.,  equal  to  20  per  cent., 
and  under  the  new  duty  pay  5s.  6d.  per 
cwt.,  equal  to  36 J  per  cent.;  steel  rails, 
under  the  old  Tariff,  paid  25  per  cent., 
and  under  the  new  Tariff  pay  45  per 
cent ;  while  the  duty  on  wrought-iron  spikes 
has  been  increased  from  32  ,per  cent,  to  58 
per  cent.,  in  addition  to  all  the  charges  on 
importation.  That  is  not  protectiMi,  but 
prohibiti<m. 

Mr.  Chanter. — The  importation  charges 
will  not  apply  when  the  spikes  are  made  in 
Austr^ia. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Exactly;  it 
means  prohibiticm.  It  would  have  been  much 
more  straightforward  to  have  proposed 
to  build  a  wall  round  Australia,  and  alto- 
gether decline  to  do  business  with  the  out- 
side world.  I  hope  the  Committee  will 
abolish  the  proposed  dutv,  »iice  it  does  net 
appear  to  be  required,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  the  in- 
dustry is  a  flourishing  one. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [3.55]-— 
I  find  that  the  protectionist  section  of  the 
Tariff  Commission  recommended  that  nails, 
wire  and  other,  and  spikes,  staples,  brads, 
and  tadcs  should  bear  a  duty  of  5s.  per 
cwt.  I  do  not  know  how  raildogs  or  brobs 
got  into  the  Government  schedule ;  and  I 
xeel  I  should  be  justified  under  the  drcuro- 
stanoes  in  supporting  the  proposal  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Kremantle  to  omit 
them. 

Mr.  Watson. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber, as  a  protectionist,  say  that  steel  spikes 
cannot  be  made  in  Australia? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  do  not  know; 
there  is  no  suggestion  made  in  reference 
to  them. 

Mr.  Watson.— That  is  a  nice  confe.s- 
sinn  to  make. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  — T  am  quite  capa- 
ble of  deciding  how  to  decide  in  regard 


to  this  question  without  the  assistance  of 
the  honorable  member.  In  reference  to 
nails,  wire  and  other,  I  shall  support  the 
increased  duty,  which  I  may  say  is  sup- 
ported, not  only  by  protecticmists  in  Vic- 
toria, but  also  strongly  by  Mr.  Symtm 
Hill,  of  99  York-street,  Sydney,  the  re- 
presentative of  the  Acme  Manufacturing 
Works,  Pyramont.  In  his  evidence,  Mr. 
Hill  said— 

The  pioneers  of  the  industry  were  brought  to 
a  standstill  thiougb  lack  of  capital,  and  the 
extensive  import  of  nails  from  Germany  and  the 
United  States  of  America. 

We  have  not  paid  a  dividend,  and  I  caanot 
see  any  prospect  of  our  doinf;  so  while  the 
present  Tariff  obtains.  The  market  is  flooded 
with  nails  made  in-  other  countries,  and  ex- 
ported here  at  about  lis.  per  ton  higher  than  the 
raw  material  costs  in  tnese  countries,  as  this 
difTercncv  of  iis.  per  ton  would  not  cover  the 
cost  of  casing,  cartooDtnp,  labelling,  and  weigh- 
ing even  in  these  countries. 

The  quantity  of  naits  imported  into  New  South 
Wales  is  about  ,1,000  t<ms  per  annum.  Our 
present  capacity  is  equal  to  about  1 ,000  Ions 
when  the  machines  are  fully  employed.  With 
a  Tariff  of  £^  per  ton  we  would  at  once  put  up 
the  necessary  plant  and  engage  the  rcqui&Ue 
labour  to  meet  the  demand  consequent  upon  the 
stoppage  of  imports. 

I  do  not  think  that  the  assertion  that  this 
is  solely  a  Victorian  industry  is  justi6able. 
It  is  now  carried  on  in  New  South  Wales, 
and,  I  understand,  that  factories  have  re- 
cently be«i  established  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia and  in  South  Australia.  With  nail 
factories  growing  up,  an  increased  duty 
ought  to  be  imposed.  In  reference  to 
railway  material,  the  Commission  did  not 
receive  any  evidence  on  the  subject ;  and  I 
do  not  feel  justifled  in  supporting  an  in- 
creased duty. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [3.57]— 
T  must  say  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Bendigo  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
protectionists  I  have  come  across  for  a 
good  while  He  first  intimated  Hiat  he 
was  not  going  to  take  any  dictation  from 
me  as  to  how  he  should  vote.  I  should 
be  the  last  to  dk;tate  to  him;  and 
when  the  honorable  member  says  he 
is  content  to  rely  on  his  own  re- 
commendations without  ^ving  reasons, 
we  cannot  suppose  that  be  has  not  suf- 
ficient intellig^ice  to  fom  a  recommoida- 
ticHi.  We  must  therefore  fall  back  on  the 
idea  that  he  has  not  sufficient  confidence  in 
the  mechanical  ingenuitv  of  the  pec^Ie  of 
Australia  to  think  that  tKey'can  succeed  in 
making  spikes.     This  reminds  one  of  the 
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faoous  utteruue,  during  the  last  Tariff 
debate,  in  favour  of  the  enmption  from 
duty  of  three-legged  glue  pots.  Here  we 
hare  an  honcu'able  member  who  says  that 
Australian  engineers  and  manufacturers, 
who  can  turn  out  the  most  complex  ma- 
chinery, cannot  make  steel  spikeR. 

Mr.  Hedges. — But  the  duty  proposed  is 
cjual  to  50  per  cent. 

Mr.  WATSON. — The  question  of  how 
much  protection  it  means  has  nothing  to  do 
vitb  the  pdnt  I  am  discussing. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Yes,  it  has. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  point  I  am  ar- 
guio);  is  that  the  honm-able  member  for 
Beadigo,  who  as  a  declared  protecticHiist 
is  willing  to  grant  a  protection  of  25,  30, 
and  40  per  cent.,  and  even  more  in  the  case 
of  specific  duties,  in  respect  of  complicated 
pieces  of  machinery,  gets  up  here  and  says 
calmly  that  we  in  Australia  cannot  make 
spite  to  attach  a  rail  to  a  sleeper. 

Sir  John  Quick. — I  did  not  sav  that. 
What  I  said  was  that  the  old  duty  was  suffi- 
dent 

Mr.  WATSON. — The  honorable  member 
evidently  takes  up  that  attitude. 

Sir  John  Quick. — I  mentioned  that  no 
increase  in  the  duty  was  asked  for. 

Mr.  WATSON. — The  proposal  is  to 
exempt  spikes  from  duty. 

Sir  John  Quick. — No;  to  allow  them  to 
remain  subject  to  the  old  duty. 

Mr.  Hedges. — ^Which  was  equal  to  30 
per  cent. 

Mr.  WATSON.— If  that  is  the  case  I  am 
quite  satisfied. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta)  [4.2]. 
—The  honorable  member  fw  South  Sydney 
has  been  barking  up  the  wrong  tree.  From 
the  mainifacturing  pcnnt  oi  view  this  is  one 
of  the  simplest  and  most  elementarv  of  the 
industries,  and  if  35  per  o»it.  is  a  suffi- 
ciently high  duty  in  the  case  of  articles 
which  in  their  manufacture  require  the  ap- 
plication of  extraordinary  skill,  surely  a 
duty  of  30  per  cent,  ought  to  be  ample  in 
the  case  of  an  article  which  is  of  so  sim- 
ple a  diaracter  that  it  is  made  chiefly  by 
harf  labour. 

Ur.  Watson. — In  what  direction  is  boy 
labour  emplc^red? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— In  the  making 
of  nails. 

[>35] 


Mr.  Watson. — I  was  talking  about 
spikes,  not  nails. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  two  arti- 
cles come  under  the  same  it^. 

Mr.  Chanter. — But  the  mwiufacturiDg 
processes  are  different. 

Mr  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  only  dif- 
ference is  in  regard  to  the  material. 

Mr.  Watson. — And  the  method  too. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  know  how  a 
spike  is  nmde,  because  many  thousands  are 
made  every  day  at  Eskbank.  It  is  a  very 
simple  process  indeed.  The  wwk  is  all 
done  by  machinery,  which  is  attended  to 
by  boys.  Honorable  members  on  the 
other  side  do  not  know  what  they  are  talk- 
ing about.  If  a  duty  of  35  per  cent,  is 
sufficient  fMotecticKi  for  the  complicated, 
skilful  work  which  is  requiute  to  the  mak- 
ing of  machinery,  bow  mudi  more  than 
sufficient  ought  it  to  be  in  the  case  of  the 
nail-making  industry? 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [4.5]-— I 
desire  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to  the 
hwiorable  member  for  South  Sydn^.  The 
proposed  duty  an.  spikes  is  equal  to  more 
than  50  per  cent.  <m  the  invoice  value  in 
England,  whereas  the  duty  I  have  pro- 
posed of  3s.  per  cnt.  is  equal  to  30  per 
cent.  Surely  that  is  enough  to  permit  of 
the  articles  being  made  here.  If  our 
manufacturers  can  make  an  intricate 
engine  surely  they  can  make  a  dog-spike, 
and  if  they  cannot  they  had  better  close  up 
their  factories, 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN  (Fawkner)  [4-6]-  — 
I  hope  that  the  Treasurer  will  fall  in  with 
the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Fremantle.  It  must  be  obvious  to 
any  one  that  there  ou^^t  to  be  a  differotce 
between  the  duty  cm  rail-dogs  or  spikes, 
and  the  duty  on  high-priced  articles  like 
picture  nails. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  the  duty  pto- 
posed  is  equal  to  30  per  cent.,  I  shall  not 

object. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.  —  It  is  practically 
equal  to  30  per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [4.7]. — The  proposal  of  the  hwior- 
able  member  for  Fremantle,  I  under- 
stand, is  to  delete  these  words  with  a  view 
to  proposing  a  new  item. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Yes. 

Mr.  Johnson.  ^igEcfccii^i^cfdQ^gber 
duty.  ^ 
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Mr.  Hedges. — No;  a  duty  of  3B.  per 

cwt. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  shall  not  ob- 
ject if  it  approximates  to  30  per  cent.  I 
wish  to  mention,  in  reply  to  the  hon<Hable 
member  for  Bendigo,  that  rail-dogs  and- 
spikes  were  included  in  this  item,  because 
it  was  thougfht  by  the  Department  that  tbey 
were  fairly  dutiable  articles,  and  could  be 
easily  made  here  to  any  extent.  A  few 
minutes  ago  a  telephone  message  was  sent 
to  the  Aostral-Otis  worfa  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther they  are  made  here,  and  a  repl?  has 
been  received  to  the  effect  that  tbey  make 
a  large  quantity  of  them.  We  ought  not 
to  import  these  articles,  but  to  make  them 
here,  as  their  manufacture  is  very  simple 
indeed. 

Mr.  Chanter. — The  old  Victwian  duty 
was  7s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— With  a  pro- 
tection of  30  per  cent.  I  think  that  the 
local  manufacturers  ought  to  be  able  to 
make  the  articles. 

Mr.  CoANTEE. — We  ought  to  have  a  6xed 
duty. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  proposal 
is  to  have  a  fixed  duty  of  3s.  per  cwt  I 

do  not  want  to  prolong  the  discussion  on 
the  subject  of  w-ire  nails,  but  I  wish  to 
mentioii  that  last  year,  before  this  Tariff 
was  prepared,  the  representatives  of  a 
company  in  Sydney  came  to  me  with  their 
invoices,  and  sliowed  me  that  nails  were 
being  imported  frcrni  Germany  at  a  cheaper 
rate  than  that  at  which  they  could  import 
the  material  for  making  them. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — How  is  it  then 
that  the  local  manufacturers  have  supplied 
two-thirds  of  the  nails  used  in  Australia? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  only 
telling  the  Committee  that  these  persons 
produced  their  invoices  and  gave  me  full 
particulars.    I  asked  the  Department  to 

see  if  thev  could  find  the  inwices,  but  they 
have  not  been  able  to  do  so.  I  forget  the 
name  of  the  oMnpany,  but  their  representa- 
tives convinced  me  at  that  time  that  it  was 
a  crying  shame  that  wire  nails  should  l>e 
dumped  into  Australia  at  a  price  less  than 
that  at  which  the  material  to  make  them 
could  be  obtained. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE  (Grampians) 
[4.1 1]. — I  desire  to  inform  the  Treasurer 
that  a  director  of  a  ifelboume  Wire  Nail 
Making  Company  has  assured  me  that 
for  years,  under  ihe  old  duty  of  3s.  per 


cwt.,  they  have  been  paying  dividends  of 
from  15  to  18  per  cent.    Does  the  honor-  | 
able  ^ntleman  mean  to  tell  me  that  in 
those  drcumstances  it  is  necessary  to  fix  die 

duty  at  5s.  6d.  per  cwt  in  the  general 
Tariff,  and  at  5s.  in  the  preferential  | 
Tariff?  This  director,  who  is  known  per- 
sonally to  many  honorable  members,  told 
me  that  his  company  do  not  want  an  ad- 
ditional duty,  but  are  quite  satisfied  with 
the  old  duty. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — What  are  a  couple 
of  shillings  per  cwt  ? 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE.— It  is  a  lot  of 
money,  especially  when  it  has  to  be  paid 
by  poor  persons.  In  this  country  everv- 
body  more  or  less  uses  nails.  No  matter 
where  a  man  may  go  he  will  find  that  nails 
are  used  as  commonly  as  shoes  are  used. 
It  is  the  working  man  who  has  to  pay 
the  duty  on  these  articles.  Sotsc  hon- 
orable m^nbers  are  apparently  trying  to 
build  up  a  m<»iopo]y.  The  pn^x)sal  of 
the  Government  means  not  protection,  but 
prohibitirai.  I  am  utterly  opposed  to 
it,  because  I  think  that  it  will  be  quite 
sufficient  to  revert  to  the  old  duty.  In 
any  case  I  would  not  support  a  duty  of 
more  than  5s.  in  the  general  Tariff,  and 
4S.  in  the  preferential  Tariff,  and  that  is 
IS.  per  cwt  more  than  I  tUnk  ought  to 
be  paid. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN  (Indi)  [4.14!.— 
I  agree  with  the  last  speaks  who  has  cor- 
roborated the  statement  I  made  at  an 
earlier  hour  to-day  that  the  South  Mel- 
bourne factory  does  not  want  a  duty  im- 
posed at  all.  It  is  quite  clear  to  me  that 
now  we  have  got  into  the  division  relating 
to  metals  and  machinery,  there  is  a  delibe- 
rate attempt  to  impose  duties  up(»i  the 
people  for  the  purposes  of  revenue.  We 
have  clear  evidence  to  the  effect  that  the 
bulk  of  these  manufacturen  axe  dc^ig  wdl 
and  do  not  need  an  addttimal  duty. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  <lw  Mr.  Johmsw)  put — 

That,  after  the  figures  "5s.  6d.,"  para£rapfa 
t,  the  words,  "  and  on  and  after  27111  Novem- 
fcer,  1907,  per  <:wt.  (General  Tsriff).  s».  M.," 
be  ioMTted. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes  ...         ...  17 

,  Noes  ...         ...  41 

Majority        ...        ^  ...  ^4 
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Fiiher,  A. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foster.  F.  f. 
Gioon,  Lb  E. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hedges.  W.  N. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Irrine,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 
Ljne,  Sir  William 
MaloocT.  W.  R.  N. 
MntheWs,  J. 


Aras. 

McWilliams,  W.  J. 
PoyntoD,  A. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Tellers: 
Archer,  E.  W. 
JohDsoD,  W.  B. 


NOES. 


M  auger,  5. 
McDougall,  J.  I 

Page.  ]. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C,  C. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Spence,  W.,G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkim,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Wise,  G.  H. 
Wynne.  A. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Frazer,  C.  E. 


Puts. 


Sampiou,  S. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Ewing.  T.  T. 
Harper,  R. 
O'Malley,  Km^ 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Foston,  Colonel 


BowdcD,  E.  K. 
Glynn,  P.  UcM. 
Reid.  G.  H. 
Fowler,  ].  U. 
Mahon,  H. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Livingston^  J. 

Questkw  SO  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Amendinent  negatived. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Johnson)  put — 

That  after  the  figures  "5s.  6d.,"  paragraph  B, 
the  words  "  and  on  and  after  ayth  November, 
1907,  per  cwL  (General  Tariff),  4s.*"  be  inserted. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


ISfajoiji^ 


17 
24 


AnSk 


Archer,  K.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Brown,  Thomas 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  R. 
Fysh,  Su  nilip 
Hughes,  W.  IC 
JohnKH.  W.  E. 


Liddell,  F. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Pornton,  A. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Willis,  Henry 

Tellers: 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 


Bamford,  F.  W. 
Cair,  £.  S 
Calls,  J.  H. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
DUkin,  A. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Kisber,  A. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Fra«er,  C.  E. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
llutdbiscm,  J. 
trvtne,  Hans 
Irvine.  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 
I.yne,  Sii  William 
Sialoncy,  W.  R.  N. 


Bcwden,  E.  K. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Reid,  U.  H. 
Fowler,  }.  H. 
Mahon,  H. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Livingston,  J. 


Nou. 

Mathews,  J. 
M  auger,  S. 
McDoueall,  J.  K. 

P-^ge,  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sinclair,  II. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomas,  }. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Wntson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wilson.  J.  G. 
Wise,  G.  H. 
Wynne.  A. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Watktna,  D. 

pAns. 

Sampson,  S. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Harper,  R. 
O'Halley,  King 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Foxton,  Colonel 


QuesticHi  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Amendment    (by    Mr.    Fullzk)  pro- 
posed— 

That,  after  the  figures  "5s.  6d.,"  paragraph 
B,  the  words  "and  on  and  after  aTtb  Novem- 
ber, 1907,  per  cwt.  (General  Tariff),  4a.  6d.'," 
be  inserted. 

Mr.  D  UGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [4.25]. — I  desire  honorable  mem- 
bers to  know  what  relation  the  duty  pro- 
posed by  the  Government  bears  to  the  num- 
ber of  hands  employed  in  the  industry,  and 
the  wages  paid.  The  consumption  of 
Australia  is  about  i5>ooo  tons,  of  which 
about  7,000  tons  are  imported.  At  the 
duty  now  proposed — 5s.  per  cwt. — the  cost 
to  the  consumer  amounts  to  per  ton, 
°f  .£75.000.  At  the  duty  of  3s.  which 
was  previously  imposed,  the  taxation 
amounted  to  ;^4S,ooo.  That  duty  was 
pretty  fully  taken  advantage  of  because 
the  makers  were  comlnned,  and  just  under- 
quoted the  imported  article.  The  in- 
crease we  propose  to  give — that  is,  an  in 
crease  of  3S.  per  ton — means  an  additional 
payment  of  £,y>,ooo.  The  whole  of  the 
wages  paid  in  the  State  of  Victoria,  ac- 
cording to  the  Factory  Inspector's  return, 
amount  to  j£i  3,700  odd  per  annum — that^ 
is  to  say,  168  hands  at  31s.  6d.  per  week. 
If  we  take  it  that  Victoria  makes  only  a 
third  of  the  whole  manufacture  of  Aus- 
tralia, though  I  believe  she  makes  more 
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than  half,  the  total  wages  paid  in  the  Com- 
mcHiwealth  would  amount  to  not  more  than 
jQ^o,ooo.  As  the  makers  took  advantage 
of  the  previous  duty  of  per  ton,  we 
may  take  it  that  they  will  go  practically  up 
to  the  English  price  at  the  increased  duty. 
That  is  to  say,  they  will  take  advantage 
of  the  ccKisunwrs  to  the  extent  of  about 
^45,000,  whilst  the  whole  of  the  wages 
paid  in  Australia  do  not  exceed  _;^4o,ooo. 

Question  —  That  after  the  figures  "55. 
6d.>"  paragraph  b,  the  wcvds  "and  (»iand 
after  27th  November,  1907,  per  cwt. 
(General  Tariff)  4s.  6d."  be  inserted— put. 

The  Committee  divided 

Ayes    ...         ...         ...  iS 

Noete    ...         ...         ...  38 


The  Committee  divided 
Ayes 

Noes   


37 


Majority 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atktnsoa,  L. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Brown,  Tilley 
Coolc,  Joseph' 
Edwards,  R. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Fysh.  Sir  Philip 
Johnson,  W.  £. 
Liddell,  F. 


Bamford,  F.  \V. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Catts.  J.  H. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Coon,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Fairbatrn,  G. 
Fisher,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Frazcr,  C.  E. 
Gtoom,  L.  E. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Haloney,  W.  R.  N 
Mathews,  J. 


Bowden,  E.  K. 
Gl>-nn,  P.  McM. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Fowler,  T.  M. 
HahoD,  H. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Livingston,  ). 


...  20 

Aras. 

McWiUiams.  W.  J. 
Poynton,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Smith,  Bruce. 
Thomson,  Ougald 
Willis,  Henry 

Tellers : 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 

Noes. 

Mauger,  S, 
McUouyall,  J.  K. 
i'^'g*;,  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sjience,  W.  G. 
Slorrer,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  V.  C. 
Watkins,  D. 
Walson,  J.  C. 
Wcbslcr,  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers  : 
Cook,  Hume 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

Paiks. 

Sampson,  S. 
Crouch,  R.  J*. 
Kwing,  T.  T. 
Harper,  R. 
O'Malley  King 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Foxton,  Colonel 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Wilson)  put — 

That  ;ifter  the  figures  "5s.  6ii.,"  paragraph  b, 
the  words  '•  ami  on  and  after  27th  November, 
1907,  per  cwt.  (General  Tariff),  5s.,"  be  inserted. 


MajOTity        ...  ...  32 

AYIS. 

Sinclair,  U. 
Smith,  Bruce. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

Tellers: 
McWilliams.  W.  1. 
Wilts,  W.  H. 

NOBS. 

Mathews,  J. 
Mauger,  S. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
I'age,  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  John 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wise.  G.  H. 
Wynne,  A. 

'  Tellers: 
Coolc,  Hume 
Tudor.  F.  G. 

Pass. 

Sampson,  S- 
Crouch,  K.  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Harper,  R. 
O'Mailey  King 
Kingston,  C,  C. 
Foxton,  Colonel 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  <Lang)  [4.39].  —  I 

mo'.e — 

That  after  the  figure  "  5s.,"  paragraph  B,  the 
words,  "and  on  and  after  a7th  November,  1907, 
per  cwt.  (United  Kingdom),  33.,"  be  added. 

Three  shillings  per  cwt.  was  the  duty  under 
the  old  Tariff,  and  I  wish  to  give  those 
honorable  members  who  are  pledged  not  in 
any  way  to  interfere  with  that  Tariff  an 
opportunity  to  redeem  their  pnxnise  when 
on  the  hustings. 

Amendment  negatived. 
Amendment  (by  Mr.  Wilson)  put — 
That  after  the  figure  "5s.,"  paragraph  the 
words,  "and  on  and  after  a7th  November,  1907, 
I  er  cwt.  (United  Kingdom),  4s.,"  .be  added. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes      ...  ...  ...  17 

Noes      ...  ...  ...  37 

zedbyLiOOg  — 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Brown,  Tilley 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  K. 
Hughes,  W.  H. 
Irvine,  Hani 
Poynton,  A. 


Bamford,  F.  W. 
Carr.  E.  S. 
Catts.  J.  H. 
Chanter,  J..  M. 
Chapman,  Atuttn 
Coon,  J, 
Deakin,  A 
Fairbaira,  G. 
Fisher.  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Groom,  L,  E. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 
Lvne.  Sir  WiUUm 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 

Bowden,  £.  K. 
GIvnn.  P.  McM. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Mahon,  H. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Livingston,  J. 


Majority 


Tariff  U6  November,  1907.]  {lum  160).  6621 


Brom,  Thomas 
Brown,  Tilley 
Cook,  Joseph 
E'lirards,  R. 
Frill,  Sir  Philip 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Iirlne,  Hins 
McWilliams.  W.  J. 
Pornton,  A. 


Avts. 

Sinclair,  H. 
Smith,  Bruce. 
ThomsoD,  Dugald 
Wilks.  W.  H. 
Willis,  H. 
Wilson,! .  G. 

tellers: 
Archer,  E.  W. 
Johnson.  W.  E. 

NOBS. 

Mathews,  J. 
Mauger,  S. 
McDougall.  J.  K. 
Page,  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  John 
Walkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wise.  G.  H. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tetleri: 
Cook,  Hume 
Tudor,  F.  G. 

PAHS. 

Sampson,  S> 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Ewini!,  T.  T. 
Harper,  R. 
O'Malley,  King 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Foxton,'  Colonel 


Bomford.  F.  W. 

fan,  E.  S. 
I'atts,  J.  H. 
Ctunter,  J.  H. 
t'hapman,  Austin 
Costa,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Fairboim,  G. 
yisher,  A. 
toster,  F.  J. 
Frizer,  C.  E. 
'.room,  L.*  E. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Hatdtiion,  I. 
iTTine,  W.  H. 
Rdox,  W. 

Lvae,  Sir  William 
tfaloDey,  W.  R.  N. 

Bowden,  E.  K. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Heid.  G.  H. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Maboo,  H. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
LivingttoDj  J. 

Qnestioa  to  xesolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendmeit  negatived. 
Amendment  (by  Mr.   Hedges)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  following  new  paragraph  be  in- 
serted : — **  And  on  and  after  a7tb  November, 
1(907,  c.  Rail-dogs  or  brobs  and  spikes,  per  cwt. 
(Goeral  Tariff),  3s.   3d.;   (United  Kingdom), 

3»." 

Item,  as  aznended,  agreed  to. 

Postponed  item  i6o.  Tanks  containing  goods, 
cr  empty. — For  every  loo  gallons  capacity  or 
fart  thereof  (General  Tazifi),  3s. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [4'47]* — I  should  like  an  ex- 
planation frooB  the  Treasurer  in  respect  of 
this  item.  The  Government  propose  to 
le»y  a  duty  upon  tanks — irrespective  of 
whether  or  not  they  contain  goods-K>f  3s. 
for  e\ery  1 00  gall<ms  capacity  or  part  there- 
of. In  other  words,  there  will  be  a  tax 
on  the  ordinary  40o-ganon  tank  of  12s.  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  this  is  the  oaXy 
duty  that  will  be  collected  upon  tanks  when 
they  are  the  outside  packages  of  goods,  or 
whether  it  is  intended  to  charge  also  a 
h^her  duty  upon  them  under  item  444? 


Sir  WiLLiAK  LvNE. — Does  the  honorable 
member  wish  to  know  wheth«-  they  will  be 

subjected  to  a  double  dutv? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Does  the 
Treasurer  mean  the  letters  n.e.i.  under 
item  444  to  exclude  tanks? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Certainly.  This  is 
the  only  duty  that  will  be  levied  upon 
tanks. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Will  the 
Treasurer  assign  his  reasons  for  adopting 
the  new  duty  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [4-50]. — In  framing  this  TarifiF,  I 
have,  as  far  as  possible,  adopted  the  re- 
commendations of  die  A  secti<»i  of  the 
Tariff  Commissioa  I  take  it  that  the  tanks 
upon  which  that  section  of  the  Commission 
have  reccxnmended  the  imposition  of  this 
duty,  are  tanks  which  are  ordinarily  filled 
with  malt.  Under  the  old  Tariff,  these 
articles  were  admitted  free,  but  both  sec- 
tions of  the  Tariff  Commission  have  recom- 
mended the  imposition  of  a  duty  upon 
thou. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [4.51].— I 
would  point  out  that  this  item  is  by  no 
means  a  small  one,  seeing  that  ii^igoj,  no 
less  than  6,000  of  these  tanks  were  im- 
ported, of  an  estimated  value  of  approxi- 
mately 5,000.  Sometimes  they  are  made 
of  black  irc»it  and  sometimes  of  galvanized 
iron.  Their  dimensions  are  usually  4  feet 
by  4  feet,  and  3  feet  by  3  feet,  and  thej' 
are  generally  used  for  the  importation  of 
goods.  They  are  rivetted  with  a  manhole, 
which  can  be  hermetically  sealed.  They 
are  of  a  considerable  marketable  value,  and 
are  sold  here  for  less  than  th^r  cost  value 
in  the  port  of  export. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  purchased  some 
last  year  for  jQi  16s.  each. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— As  a  result,  they 
are  brought  into  competiticm  with  a  corre- 
sponding class  of  tanks  of  local  manufac- 
ture. They  come  into  competiti<xi  with 
galvanized  noa  tanks,  and  axisequoatly 
they  ought  to  be  subject  either  to  a  revenue 
du^  or  to  a  protective  duty,  or  to  a  com- 
Innaticm  of  both. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  BsowN. — Do  not  the  con- 
tents pay  duty? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— But  they  are  not 
exclusively  used  as  outside  packages,  be- 
cause, after  they  have  performed  that  func- 
ticm,  they  still  have  a  marketable  value. 
Therefore,  they  should  be  rendered  Hable 
to  a  duty.  The  free^^sdt^se^^^il^the 
Tariff  Commission  have  recommended  a 
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duty  of  15  per  cent.  \:yoa  these  tanks,  and 
the  protectionist  section  of  that  bodv,  an 
impost  of  3s.  per  100  gallons  cubic  capa- 
city. It  is  for  the  Oxnmitice  to  detennine 
whidi  of  these  rates  shall  be  adopted. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare) 
[4.53]. — ^The  honorable  member  for  Bendif;o 
bas  infurmed  the  Committee  that  these 
tanks  are  usually  imported  as  the  outside 
covering  for  a  certain  class  of  goods^  and 
that  they  are  afterwards  brought  ioto  use 
locally.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  tbev  are 
chiefiy  imported  by  tvewers  as  the  outside 
covermg  of  material  that  is  used  for  t»ew- 
ing  purposes. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^They  are  generally 
filled  with  malt. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— After  they 
have  been  landed  here,  they  frequently 
prove  very  useful  for  conveymg  water  to 
out-of-the-way  places.  For  this  purpose 
they  are  utinzed  by  farmers,  squatters,  and 
miners. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — And  they  are  also 
Dsed  for  house  tanks. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN— Not  to  the 
same  extent  that  thev  are  employed  for 
conveying  water  long  distances.  The  gal- 
vanized iron  tanks  which  are  used  as  house 
tanks,  are  composed  of  much  thinner  ma- 
terial, and  cannot  withstand  the  jolting 
that  is  inseparable  from  transit  over  rough 
roads.  The  proposed  duty  will  therefore 
fall  heavily  upon  our  producing  interests, 
which  can  derive  no  direct  benefit  what- 
ever frOTQ  protection. 

Mr.  CoANTBR. — The  farmers  use  fifty 
corrugated  iron  tanks  for  every  one  of 
these  square  tanks,  because  they  are 
cheaper,  and  because  they  hold  twice  the 
quantity  of  water. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— In  my  own 
electorate  the  farmers  have  to  convey  water 
for  a  considerable  distance,  and  galvanized 
tanks  are  not  sufficiently  strong  to  with- 
stand the  jolting  associated  with  their 
transit  over  rough  roads. 

Mr.  Chanter.' — The  hcmorable  member 
is  referring  to  the  ancient  type  of  farmer, 
not  to  the  modem  one. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— If  the  hon- 
orable member  visits  the  remote  portions  of 
his  electorate  he  will  discover  that  the 
farmers  there  are  using  these  square  tanks. 
Further,  as  a  result  of  the  destruction 
wrought  by  bush  fires  during  recent  ^ears, 
bush-fire  brigades  have  beoi  established, 
and  these  tanks  are  largely  used  fen-  con- 
veying water  from  place  to  place  to  pre. 


vent  the  spread  of  thcSe  outbreaks.  So 
that  all  these  interests  are  involved.  If 
we  impose  a  duty  upcxi  iron  tanks,  whicb 
have  hitherto  been  a^itted  free, 
ducers  will  be  required  to  pay  an  ad<li- 
tional  1 2s.  for  the  ordinary  40o-galloi> 
tank,  and  24s.  for  the  8oo-galkn  tank. 

Mr.  Salmon. — One  does  not  see  many 
800-gaIIon  tanks  nowadays. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— That  is  sol 
The  400-gallon  tanks  are  easier  to  move 
from  place  to  place.  But  there  are  Tocali- 
ties  in  which  the  larger-sized  tanks  are  used. 
These  artides  do  not  enter  very  largely 
into  ocxnpetition  with  corrugated  iron  tanks. 
The  fact  that  these  tanks  are  used  for  the 
special  purposes  to  which  I  have  referred 
will,  I  hope,  induce  the  Committee  to  vote 
against  this  attempt  to  increase  the  burdens 
upon  the  pioneers  in  our  primary  industries^ 
who  can  derive  little  or  no  benefit  from  pro- 
tection. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parranratta> 
[5.1]. — As  the  honwable  member  for 
Calare  has  pointed  out,  this  duty  will  fall 
wholly  on  the  people  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts. 

Mr.  PoYNTON.- — That  would  appear  al( 
the  more  reason,  according  to  the  protec- 
tionists, for  imposing  it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Yes;  judging 
b\  some  of  the  votes  which  have  been  re- 
cently given.  Apparently,  the  primary  in- 
dustries are  the  last  to  be  oxisidered  by  the 
C(Hnmittee. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — Quite  true. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— This  is  a  Tariff 
framed  in  the  interests  of  the  towns  and 
cities,  and  greatly  in  the  interest  of  the 
two  chief  cities  of  Australia.  The  tanks 
on  which  it  is  proposed  to  put  a  duty  will 
continue  to  be  imported,  however  much  we 
may  tax  them,  and  the  impost  will  be 
passed  on  to  those  who  purchase  them  here. 
Thus,  by  agreeing  to  the  duty,  we  shall 
b.:  increasing  the  burdens  of  those  who 
aie  least  able  to  bear  taxati<xi.  Although 
this  is  a  protectionist  Tariff  in  some  re- 
spects as  it  affects  the  large  cities,  it  is 
a  crushingly  heavy  revenue  Tariff  as  It  af- 
fects the  country  districts,  and  will  nuke 
a  fine  inroad  into  the  earnines  of  the  poor. 

Mr.  Hans  Ibvine. — They  are  the  scrfe 
persons  who  will  be  taxed  by  the  present 
duty. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Yes  J  these 
tanks  an  find  their  way  into  the  country. 
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followed  the  speech  of  the  fa<»iorable  mem- 
ber for  Bendigo,  he  would  have  learnt 
that  the  pxotectionist  lection  of  the  Tariff 
CoDimission  was  satisfied  by  the  evidence 
which  it  took  that  these  tanks  are  sold  here 
for  less  than  the  cost  of  making  them. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — Is  it  a  crime  that  the 
fuiner  in  the  back  oountry  should  obtain 
a  cheap  tank? 

Mr.  SALMON. — The  honorable  member 
is  not  justified  in  putting  that  inwrpreta- 
tion  on  my  statement.  I  was  going  to 
^ply  the  fact  in  an  altogether  different 
line  of  argument.  The  Tariff  Commission 
found  that  these  tanks  are  sent  out  as  cover- 
ings for  packages  of  goods  of  a  cenaui 
value  which  it  is  necessary  to  keep  dry,  and 
to  protect  from  pressure.  Hiey  are  not 
bong  sent  out  for  philanthropic  purposes, 
11  Older  to  give  the  pec^Ie  of  Australia  a 
dwap  means  of  conserving  water. 

Mr.  PoYKTON.— No  one  has  suggested 
that 

Mr.  TnxET  Brown. — ^They  are  sent  out 
to  protect  the  foodstuffs  whidi  the  people 
ctmsume. 

Mr.  SALMON —Yes.  Cadbury's  choco- 
lates and  Coleman's  mustards,  for  instance, 
are  two  of  the  foodstuffs  which  the  honw- 
.ible  member  had  in  his  mind.  The  tanks 
are  not  sent  here  to  compete  against  the 
tanks  made  in  Australia.  They  come  out 
merely  as  coverings  for  packages,  and, 
having  served  their  turn,  are  sold  at  what 
would  be  a  loss,  were  it  not  for  the  fact 
that  they  have  done  the  work  for  which 
they  were  made.  Those  who  make  them, 
and  those  who  send  them  to  Australia,  get 
full  value  for  them,  their  primary  use  being 
to  enable  goods  to  be  landed  here  in  proper 
condition.  An  importer  having  got  this 
use  out  of  the  tank  is  not  entitled  to  ex- 
pect anything  more.  As  soon  as  the  tanks 
are  done  with  they  must  be  got  rid  of 
vmehow.  It  would  not  pay  to  l^ak  them 
up,  and  thaefcn«  thev  are  usually  sold 
for  about  £2  each. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook  I  wish  I  could  haxe 

got  Ihem  at  that  price. 

Mr.  SALMON.— That  is  what  they  are 
geoerally  sold  for  in  Melbourne;  but  the 
price  dqiends  upon  the  nomber  in  the  mar- 
ket 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Is  there  anything 
to  prevent  the  importers  from  nnptying  the 
tanks  in  bond,  and  thai  tipping  them  into 
the  lea? 

Mr.  SALMON.— No;  but,  of  course, 
they  would  not  do  that.    When  the  tanks 


are  brought  here  they  are  used  for  pur- 
poses for  which  they  were  not  cCHistnicted. 

Mr.  Hedges. — That  is  not  so. 

Mr.  SALMON. — They  axe  not  construc- 
ted primarily  to  hold  water;  ibat  is,  they 
would  be  made  in  exactly  the  same  way  if 
there  were  no  possibility  of  selling  any  of 
them  in  Australia  to  be  used  for  holding 
water.  At  a  time  when  the  United  States 
of  America  desired  to  develop  the  mining 
industry  of  the  country,  the  Government 
placed  a  duty  on  imported  lead,  but  im- 
porters got  over  the  difficulty  by  bringing 
in  solid  leaden  Inists  of  GetKral  Washmg- 
ton,  which,  of  course,  were  not  dutiaUe, 
though  they  were  afterwards  melted  down 
and  used  for  quite  other  purposes  than 
ardiitectural  adornment.  Similarly  these 
tanks  are  used  locally  for  purposes  other 
than  those  fOT  which  they  were  first  ccxi- 
structed. 

Mr.  Atkinson — For  what-  are  they 
used? 

Mr.  SALMON.— As  I  have  explained, 
they  are  sent  out  full  of  packages  of 
chocolate,  mustard,  and  similar  goods, 

Mr.  Hans  Ikvine. — For  what  are  they 
used  when  resold  in  Australia? 

Mr.  SALaiON.— To  hold  water,  or  tar, 
and  for  a  number  of  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — Are  not  the  farmers 
and  the  men  who  live  out  back  the  only 
persois  who  use  them? 

Mr.  SALMON.— No.  They  are  used 
for  all  sorts  of  purposes,  by  all  sorts  of 
persons,  in  the  towns  as  well  as  in  the 
countrj'.  They  are  virtually  waste  mate- 
rial. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — I  wish  that  the 
honorable  member  would  have  a  few  tipped 
into  my  yard. 

Mr.  SALMON.— When  they  get  here 
they  have  served  the  purpose  for  which 
they  were  primarily  constructed.  There- 
fore, if  a  duty  is  placed  mi  them,  it  will 
not  be  added  to  their  regular  price.  The 
hMKwable  mendjer  for  Grampians  laughs 
at  that. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — Because  tiie  state- 
ment is  such  utter  rubbish. 

Mr.  SALMON'.— I  do  not  know  whether 
the  hOTorable  member  uses  these  tanks. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — I  use  them,  and  so 
does  every  person  who  lives  out  back.  In 
Kwnparison,  they  are  used  very  little  in  the 
cities.  They  are  made  at  Home  purposely 
to  hold  water  out  here.  They  are  a  cheap 
package,  but  good,  strcHig,  flat  iron  i^iu^d 
in  their  construction,  so  that  they  wi^lwld 
water,  and  have  a  saleable  value  out^here. 
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Mr.  SALMON. — That  is  worth  con- 
sidering. The  honorable  member,  as  a 
protectionist,  must  see  that  on  being  sold 
here  they  displace  the  locally-made  tanks ; 
but  does  he  think  that  the  ingenuity  and 
industry  of  the  people  of  Australia  ate 
not  sufficient  to  allow  them  to  make  tanks 
as  good  as  those  imported  ? 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — We  could  make 
similar  tanks  if  we  had  the  material ;  but 
we  have  not. 

Mr.  SALMON. — I  claim  the  honorable 
member's  vote  as  a  consistent  protectionist. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber will  not  get  it.  The  farmer  will  get 
it. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  did  not  expect  to  get 
it.  After  the  first  two  or  three  divisitxis, 
I  knew  how  the  honorable  member  would 
vote.  But,  as  protectionists,  we  are  justi- 
fied in  placing  a  duty  on  an  article  which 
could  be  inade  here  as  well  as  it  is  made 
in  any  part  of  the  world,  and  which,  on 
being  sold  here,  displaces  locally-made 
articles.  Honorable  members  have  said 
that  the  duty  will  be  a  re\-enue  duty.  I 
deny  that.  I  think  that  it  will  be  a  pro- 
tective duty.  It  is  not  the  fact  that 
those  who  buy  these  tanks  will  have  to 
pay  more  iot  them  because  of  the  duty. 
They  will  continue  to  be  sold  at  prices 
bearing  a  direct  relation  to  the  number  in 
the  market  at  any  given  time,  and  the  de- 
mand for  them. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  argument 
will  not  hold  water. 

Mr.  SALMON.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber will  go  to  a  certain  yard  in  Melbourne, 
where  these  tanks  are  sold  at  auction,  and 
he  will  find  that  the  prices  paid  for  them 
depend  entirely  on  the  number  for  sale, 
and  the  demand  at  the  time.  If  these 
tanks  were  brought  out  to  be  sold  here, 
and  had  something  like  a  fixed  price,  there 
might  be  scxnething  in  the  argument  which 
honorable  members  are  advancing,  that  a 
duty  would  increase  the  price.  But  hon- 
orable members  who  have  bought  these 
tanks  know  that  the  prices  vary  according 
to  the  conditims  to  which  I  have  referred, 
and  thev  are  not  justified  in  saying  that 
the  duty  will  make  each  400-gallcHi  tank 
cost  I2S.  more. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [5.13]— 
I  move — 

That   the   words   "  and    on    .-xnd    after  a7th 
November,  1907,  free,"  be  added. 

I  do  not  find  fault  with  the  Ministry  for 
^ving  adc^ted   the   recommendations  of 


the  Tariff"  Commission  in  this  matter,  but 
I  am  surprised  thai  iht  protectionist  sec- 
tion  of  that  Commission  came  to  the  deci- 
sion whidi  it  did. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  free-trade 
section  recommended  4  duty  of  15  per 
cent. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Kor  revenue  pur- 

ix>ses. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Yes,  and  in  conjunction 
with  a  general  scheme,  which  was  not 
adopted. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  am  not  going 
to  defend  the  free-trade  section  of  the 
Tariff  Commission.  I  think  that  tliey 
made  a  gross  mistake  in  recommending 
such  high  rewnue  duties.  I  merelv  wish 
to  point  out  that,  whatever  duty  is  placed 
on  these  tanks  will  be  added  to  the  cost 
of  the  articles  which  they  contain,  while 
the  impost  will  be  absolutely  inoperath^ 
from  the  protectionist  point  of  view. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  honorable  member 
does  not  contend  that  the  duty  will  be 
iidded  to  the  cost  of  the  tanks? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR— It  will  not  be 
added  to  the  cost  of  the  tanks.  They  are 
constructed  primarily  to  furnish  damp- 
proof  c^ses  for  the*^  protection  of  certain 
goods,  and  will  continue  to  be  sent  here, 
whatever  duty  may  be  imposed  on  them. 
A  duty  of  3s.  will  not  prevail  the  intro- 
duction of  these  tanks  where  they  can  be 
conveniently  used  for  the  importation  of 
goods  requiring  to  be  protected  from  damp. 
As  the  dutv  cannot  possibly  have  anv  pro- 
tective effect,  I  suggest  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  withdraw  their  proposal. 

Sir  William  Lvse.--  Let  us  have  a  divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— If  the  Treasurer 
will  say  that  he  is  prepared  to  withdraw 
his  proposal,  I  shall  sit  down  at  once.  If 
the  honorable  gentleman  is  not  yet  con- 
nnced,  I  should  like  to  convince  him  tliat 
these  tanks  cannot  be  made  here  at  a  price 
that  will  pay  if  they  are  to  be  impc«led — 
as  they  will  be — as  a  means  of  convej  ing 
various  kinds  of  goods.  They  are  not 
generally  used  for  the  purpose  for  which 
galvanized  iron  tanks  are  used.  Thev  are 
more  often  used  for  carrying  water  during 
a  time  of  drought.  At  one  time  Broken 
Hill  was  supplied  with  water  carried  in 
these  tanks.  I  am  saRsfied  that  there  w  ill 
not  be  an  additional  galvanized  iron  tank 
made  in  the  Commonwealth  as  the  result 
of  the  imposition  of  thia^utv.  V  hmte  the 
Treasurer  will  V'^mW  pt&^as;^  to  a 
divisuxi. 
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Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [5.19].— 
These  square  tanks  will  be  impOTted  whe- 
ther  we  put  a  duty  on  them  or  not.  The 
Treasuier  said  that  they  come  into  com- 
petition  with  locally-made  galvanized  iron 
links,  and  I  point  out  that  the  or\\y  way  to 
prevent  that  is  to  see  that  these  square 
tanks  are  destroyed  on  arrival,  because  they 
vill  continue  to  be  introduced  as  casing  for 
other  goods.  They  are  used  throughout 
Australia  for  carting  water.  They  are 
oft«i  taken  into  the  interior  as  a  casing 
for  various  kinds  of  goods,  and  but  for 
this  practice  many  people  in  remote  dis- 
tricts would  be  unable  to  obtain  a  tank  at 
all.  I  have  no  hesitaHon  in  saying  that 
these  square  iron  tank's  have  largely  as- 
sisted in  the  opening  up  of  the  back  blocks 
of  Western  Australia.  They  have  been 
used  in  that  State  for  condensing  salt 
water  containing  26  per  cent,  of  solids. 
Waggons  might  often  be  met  on  the  roads 
there  carrying  a  few  lengths  of  galvanized 
piping  and  some  400-gallc»i  iron  tanks  for 
condensing  purposes,  and  used  in  this  way 
they  have  been  of  great  assistance  in  open- 
ing up  salt  districts  in  Western  Australia. 
I  hare  before  now  said  that  the  man  who 
first  conceived  ti»e  idea  of  coidensing 
water  with  these  tanks  should  hax-e  had 
a  monument  erected  to  him.  We  have  had 
engineers  proposing  huge  schemes  for  con- 
densing water,  in  connexion  with  which 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  have  been 
ipent  in  a  month,  and  yet  many  people  go 
back  to  the  use  of  the  400-gaIlon  tank, 
which  can  be  bought  cheaply,  and  is  no 
great  loss  when  it  becomes  unfit  for  use. 
These  tanks  have  been  of  great  use  in  the 
opening  up  of  districts  where  the  picffieers 
have  had  to  take  water  with  thCTi. 
If  honorable  members  had  been  on  the  old 
Coolgardie  track  in  the  early  days,  they 
would  have  seen  thousands  of  these  tanks 
in  use  there.  They  were  used  at  every 
soak,  and  ever}'  team  met  with  carried  one. 
I  ask  the  Treasurer  to  withdraw  the  prt>- 
posal,  and  if  he  does  not.  I  shall  support 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Boothby. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN  (Indi)  [5.24].— 
I  feel  that  I  need  say  no  m<we  in  ctxi- 
nexion  with  this  item,  than  that  the  hon- 
orable members  for  Calare  and  Boothby 
have  made  two  intelligent  speeches  upon 
it,  and  I  intend  to  support  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
Ll-^s]- — I  have  not  yet  heard  any  one 
make  the  pmnt  that  the  square  iron  tanks 
are  dearer  than  tlie  ooirugated  galvanized 


inxi  round  tanks,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
thev  are.  They  are  noore  useful  for  a 
thousand  and  one  purposes  than  are  the 
round  tanks.  I  zffet  with  the  bcxiorable 
member  for  Boothby  that  they  will  con- 
tinue to  be  introduced,  no  matter  what  duty 
is  imposed  upon  them ;  but  I  differ  from 
the  honorable  member  for  Laanecoorie,  and 
say  that  I  think  the  duty  will  be  passed 
on  to  the  consumer.  As  water  tanks, 
these  square  tanks  are  better  than  the 
ordinary  rcHmd  galvanized  iron  tanks,  since 
they  rust,  and  in  this  way  the  iron  which 
is  so  necessary  for  soft  water  is  obtained. 
I  think  the  Treasurer  should  accept  the 
suggestion  to  put  these  tanks  on  the  free 
list,  and  if  he  does,  I  am  satisfied  that 
there  will  be  quite  as  many  galvanized  iron 
tanks  made  in  the  Commonwealth  as  there 
have  been  hitherto. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [5.28].— The 
only  reason  advanced  by  the  hwiorable 
member  for  Bendigo  why  these  tanks 
should  be  dutiable,  was  that  the  farmers 
can  get  them  cheaply.  That  is  a  good 
reason  from  the  stand-p(»nt  of  certain 
members  of^  the  Committee,  with  whom 
it  is  a  crime  to  allow  the  fanners 
to  obtain  anything  cheaply.  Another 
reason  advanced  in  support  of  the 
duty,  is  that  these  tanks  are  necessary  to 
people  in  the  back  country,  to  the  pioneers 
who  have  to  cart  water  from  one  end  of  the 
year  to  the  other.  A  further  reason  sug- 
gested is  that  they  are  not  required  about 
towns.  These  reastms  will,  no  doubt,  be 
sufficient  to  induce  certain  honorable  mem- 
bers to  support  the  proposed  duty.  That 
anything  which  will  be  of  use  to  the 
farmers  should  be  put  on  the  free  list, 
would  be  something  quite  unusual  in  this 
C<Hnmittee.  Tliese  tanks  would  not  a»ne 
into  competition  with  galvanized  iron  tanks 
locally-made  to  the  extent  suggested.  They 
are  very  useful  for  carting  water ;  and  who 
would  think  of  carting  water  in  a  gal- 
vanized iron  tank  ?  As  I  believe  that  the 
numbers  are  up  in  favour  of  the  arooid- 
raent,  I  need  sav  no  more. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [5.30].— 
Amcmgst  all  the  by-products  of  commerce 
— to  use  the  term  quoted  by  the  bcmorable 
member  for  Laanecoorie — I  should  sav  that 
the  square  ircm  tank  is  cme  of  the  most 
valuable  that  comes  to  Australia.  It  com- 
petes  with  the  galvanized-irtm  tank  only 
to  a  very  small  extent  indeed.  I  look  upon 
these  tanks  as  a  necessity  in  the  back  coun- 
try. A  fact  which  impressed  me,  and 
which  I  think  should  impress  the  Trea- 
surer, is  that  at  one  time  of  droagbt  in 
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New  South  Wales,  the  whole  of  the  water 
supply  for  CcAiar  had  to  be  brought  by 
rail  I  represented  the  district  in  the  New 
South  Wales  Parliament  at  the  time,  and 
I  know  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  use 
of  these  tanks,  the  Railway  Department 
would  have  been  unable  to  supply  the  water 
required.  Water  was  carried  in  these  tanks 
a  distance  of  120  miles.  It  was  a  case 
of  life  and  death  when  a  wire  was  sent  at 
the  last  minute  that  water  was  required, 
and  it  was  oonveniently  carried  by  the  Rail- 
way Department  in  these  square  iron  tanks. 
They  60  not  come  into  competition  with 
the  galvanized  irwi  tanks,  and  there  is 
no  substitute  fot  them  throughout  the 
country  districts.  At  Cobar  these  square 
tanks  are  used  to  carry  water  from  the 
taps  to  the  outside  portions  of  the  town 
where  the  water  is  not  laid  on.  On  pas- 
toral properties  thev  are  used  as  fire  ap- 
pliances, and  I  have  seen  them  used  on 
sleds  for  bringing  water  up  to  the  house. 
The  Treasurer  will  see  that  this  is  purely 
a  revenue  duty.  It  will  not  be  protective. 
It  will  not  cause  any  more  galvanized  iron 
to  be  used  If  duty  is  added  to  the 
cost,  it  will  mean  an  eitra  tax  on  people 
in  the  country  who  must  use  these  tuiks. 

Mr.  WY^rNE  (Balaclava)  [5-33]— Th« 
view  I  take  with  reference  to  these  tanks 
is  the  same  as  1  hold  regarding  packages 
in  which  goods  come.  Let  us  have  what- 
ever dut)'  we  think  fit  on  the  articles  them- 
selves, but  let  us  not  charge  the  packages 
or  ccrerings.  These  malt  tanks  are  very 
useful.  We  should  regard  it  as  a  very 
petty  tax  if  people  in  England  put  a  tax 
on  our  butter  boxes,  our  wheat  or  flour 
bags,  or  wool  bales.  . 

Mr.. Salmon. — England  is  a  free-trade 
country. 

Mr.  WYNNE.— Take  any  other  country 
th»*  honorable  member  likes. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Other  countries  do  put  a 
duty  on. 

Mr.  WYNNE.— If  a  package  of 
crockeryware  comes  into  this  country,  I  am 
told  that  the  Customs  Department  actually 
assesses  the  straw  in  which  the  poods  are 
packed,  and  imposes  a  duty  on  it.  That 
sort  of  thing  is  too  small,  and  ought  to  be 
bmeath  the  dignity  of  this  country. 

Question— That  the  words  "  and  on  and 
after  27th  November,  free  *'  (Mr.  Batche- 
LOR '  s  amendment!  be  added — put.  The 
Committee  divided. 

Aj-es     ...         ...         ...  56 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  19. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
AtkinsoD,  L. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Brown,  Thomas 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Catti,  j.  H. 
Code,  Joseph 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Frazer,  C.  £. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Fysh,  Sir  PhiUp 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  Hans  W. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
JohoMD,  W.  £. 
Knox,  W. 


ATBt. 

Liddell,  F. 
Utvingston,  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poyntoo,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Speoce,  W.  0. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  DugaM 
Walkios,  D. 
Watson.  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Willis.  Henry 
Wynne,  A. 

Teller  i: 
Batohelor,  E.  L. 
McWilliami.  W.  J. 

NOBS. 

Mathews,  J. 

McDougall,  J.  K. 

Page.  J. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Tbonsoa,  Joha 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Wise.  G.  H. 

Tellers.- 
Cook,  Home 
Sftlmoi,  C.  C. 

pAnts. 

KiBgstoD,  C.  C. 
Matter,  S. 

Crouch,  R.  A. 
SampsoQ,  S. 
O'Malley,  King 
Harper,  R. 
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Bamford,  F.  W. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
(i'hapraan,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
DeakiOi  A. 
Kwing,  T.  T. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hulcbisoa,  J. 
Lvne,  Sir  William 
M'aloney,  W.  R.  N. 

Kellv.  W.  H. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Bowden,  £.  K. 
Mahon,  H. 
Fowler.  J.  M. 

Questicm  so  resolved  in  the  affinnative. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Postponed  item  161.  Weighing  Uachincs; 
Weighbridges;  Scales,  n.e.i.  j  mcluding  Adding 
and  Computing  Machines,  and  all  attachmeats; 
Cash  Registersj  Chemists'  Counter  Scales;  Spring 
Balances  and  Steel-yards  ^  Weights  n.e.i.,  ad 
val.,  ao  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [5.40].— I  de- 
sire to  move  the  adoption  of  a  duty  of  15 
per  cent,  as  regards  the  United  Kingdooi. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5-4i]- — I  have  a  prior  amendment. 
I  move — 

That  after  the  figures  "  20  per  cent.,"  the 
words  "  and  on  and  after  27th  November,  1007 
(General  Tariflfl,  25  per  cent.,"  be  added. 
I  propose  afterwards  to  move  for  a  dutv 
of  20  per  cent,  in  the  United  Kingdom 
coltunn. 

Sir  John  Fomesx.— The  duty  in  the 
Kingston  Tariff  was  20  per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  know.  I 
propose  to  retain  that  duty  in  the  second 
column ;  but  I  wish  to  have  a  duty  of  25 
per  cent,  in  the  first  column,  thus  giving  a 
5  per  cent,  prefererice  to  Great  Britain. 

Sir  John  FtMOtEST. — How  mudi  ocmes 
from  Great  Britain? 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Of  British 
goods  we  imported  in  1905  ;^io,694 
worth,  and  in  1906  £,15,0^^  worth  ;  while 
of  foreign  goods  ve  imported  in  1905 
£6,i%i  worm,  ami  in  1906  ;£8,8oi  wordt. 

Ur.  Frazes. — What  is  the  value  of  the 
preference  under  those  conditicms? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  not  a  Tcry 
lane  amount ;  but  I  desire,  as  far  as  pof- 
stble,  to  keep  up  the  preference  in  thii 
case  in  iiniscni  with  other  items,  and  I  do 
wish  this  rate  to  go  below  what  we  had 
iefore.  If  we  fixed  the  duties  at  20  per 
<xnX.  and  15  per  cent,  respectively,  we 
should  be  imposing  a  lower  rate  than  ob- 
tained previously. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [5.45]. 
—I  hope  the  Committee  wilt  not  agree  to 
the  Treasurer's  amendment  In  the  first 
place,  all  these  articles  form  part  of  equip- 
ment whidi  is  necessary  for  a  number  of 
induitries  in  the  coant^.  Representations 
were  made  to  me  mootbs  ago  that  these 
scales  and  weighing  machines  are  necessary 
in  every  butter  factory. 

Mr.  Watsow. — Cannot  they  be  made 
here? 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— They  may  pos- 
sibly be  made  here. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Of  course  they  can 
be  made  here.  1^  hcmorable  member  for 
Flinders  wants  to  reduce  the  duty  below 
the  old  rate  in  the  Tariff. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  have  no  desire 
to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  The  Govem- 
mcit  ought  to  stick  to  the  Tariff  which  the\' 
have  introduced.  The  rate  first  proposed 
bv  the  Government  was  the  same  as  in  the 
old  Tariff.  It  was  recommen(kd  by  the 
protectionist  section  of  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion, after  hearing  the  whole  erf  the  evi- 
dence. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Does  the  honorable 
member  want  it  to  remain  without  any  i^re- 
ference  to  Great  Britain? 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Yes;  without 
any  preference  in  this  case.  Let  it  stand 
as  it  is.  The  preference  in  this  case  is 
practically  worthless.  I  do  not  lUce  to 
^  a  party  to  any  proposal  to  increase  the 
**05t  of  the  equipment  of  butter  factories, 
for  example,  which  ought  to  be  supported 
■as  much  as  possible. 

^fr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
^?.4<;1. — It  is  a  most  extraordinary  pro- 
<^it^  «i  the  part  of  the  Minister  to 
"  stone-wall  "  his  own  Tariff.  He  gave 
the  priHic  to  understand,  through  a  news- 
IMiper  interview,  that  he  placed  the  duties 
high  in  order  that  they  might  be  ledticed. 


Sir    WiLUAM  Lynk.— The  honorable 

member  is  not  fair  in  saying  that. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  Trea- 
surer was  brought  face  to  face  with  the 
newspaper  report  of  the  interview. 

Mr,  Joseph  Coot. — ^The  Treasurer  re- 
vised the  interview. 

Su:  WiLUAic  Lyne. — I  did  not  do  any- 
thing (rf  the  sort;  and  the  reporter  has 
never  dared  to  conie  near  me  since 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  Trea- 
surer, when  in  New  South  Wales,  made 
the  statement  that  he  had  placed  the  duties 
high  in  order  that  they  might  be  reduced. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  I  ask  the  hcHiorable  member 
for  Robertson  to  accept  my  denial. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  ask  the  boo- 
orable  member  for  Robertson  to  accept  the 
denial  of  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— ft  is  parlia- 
mentary to  accept  an  honorable  member's 
denial,  and,  of  course,  I  do  so.  But  I 
should  like  the  Treasurer  to  say  whether, 
when  he  made  the  remarks  reported,  th^ 
were  not  submitted  to  him  by  the  repnter, 
.and  marked  as  ccnrect? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne, — It  is  not  correct  to 
say  that  I  corrected  them. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Has  this  anything 
to  do  with  the  question  before  the  Chair? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  prt^wse  to 
connect  my  remarks  with  the  question. 
The  Treasurer,  first  of  all,  proposes  in 
the  Tariff  that  the  duty  shall  be  20  per 
cent. ;  but  on  consulting  the  returns,  and 
finding  that  the  imports  are  chiefly  from 
foreign  countries,  he  aiks  us  to  make  the 
duty  25  per  (»nt.,  leaving  an  impost  of 
20  per  cent.,  as  against  Great  Britain,  the 
country  from  which  very  few  of  these 
scales  are  sent.  Is  that  statesmanship? 
This  really  does  convey  an  impression  that 
there  was  something  in  the  statement  of 
the  newspaper  repeater  who  said  that  it 
was  part  of  the  policy  of  the  Treasurer 
to  propose  high  duties  in  order  that  they 
might  be  reduced. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  suppose  I  have 
put  this  duty  k>w,  in  order  that  it  may  be 
put  up. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Here  is  an- 
other admission;  but  the  Treasurer  has 
the  faculty  of  being  unstable.  If  the 
dutv'remain  at  20  per  cent,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  support  it;  Mid  it  will  be  fixed 
at  that  figure  wl»|herd  ^fej'D^^te  »P- 
I»-oves  or  not. 
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Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Do  not  say  that; 
we  can  ■  fight  a  little. 

Mr.  HExN'RY  WILLIS.— Let  the  Trea- 
surer throw  the  gauntlet  down  !  Here  we 
have  the  spectacle  of  the  Treasurer  wasting 
the  time  of  tf^e  House.  We  have  been  the 
whole  of  this  afternotxi  considering  the 
duty  on  taclcsj  and  now,  as  I  say,  we 
hnd  the  Treasurer  "  stone-walling  *'  his 
own  Tariff,  knowlDg  very  well  that  he 
must  accept  a  duty  of  20  per  cent  Hon- 
orable  members  in  the  Opposition  comer 
are  crying  "divide";  and,  that  being 
so,  as  we  cannot  depend  on  them  for  five 
minutes,  I  shall  no  longer  keep  the  Com- 
mittee from  coming  to  a  vote. 

Mr.  COON  (Batman)  [5.50].— I  sug- 
gest to  the  Treasurer  that  measuring  ma- 
chines ought  to  be  included  in  the  item. 

Mr.  THOMAS  (Barrier)  [5.51].— Is  the 
Treasurer  prepared  to  withdraw  tus  amend- 
ment, and  revert  to  the  duty  of  20  per 
cent.?  I  should  also  like  to  know  whe- 
ther cash  registers  are  being  made  in  Aus- 
tralia, because,  if  they  are,  I  am  prepared 
to  support  a  duty  of  20  per  cent.  <mi  them? 
But  if  this  is  merely  intended  to  be  a 
revenue  duty,  I  think  that  cash  registers 
ought  to  be  placed  on  the  free  list. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Cash  registers  can  be 
made  here. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  suppose  we  could 
build  a  ;;^io,ooo,ooo  warship  if  we  chose 
to  face  the  expenditure. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not  think  that 
cash  registers  are  generally  made  here,  but 
I  believe  they  are  made. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— Cash  registers  are  be- 
ing made  here  now. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — So  I  am  told. 

Mr.  HARPER  (Memda)  [5.52].— I 
should  also  like  to  suggest  that  computing 
and  calculating  machines  might  be  omitted 
from  the  it«n.  Those  machines,  which  are 
not  made  here,  are  very  necessary  and 
useful  in  certain  businesses. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [5.53]._I  no- 
tice that  amongst  the  scales  included  are 
chemists'  counter  scales.  Under  the  old 
Tariff,  chemical  scales  were  free,  and  I 
ask  whether,  under  this  particular  item, 
it  is  proposed  by  the  Treasurer  to  make 
them  subject  to  a  duty  of  25  per  cent.  I 
am  alluding  to  scales  which  weigh  bdow 
half  a  grain,  and  are  used  in  l^)watories, 
nnd  so  forth. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  intention  is  to 
make  such  scales  free  under  a  subsequent 
'»em. 


Mr.  LIDDELL.— Then  I  think  that 
ch«nists'  counter  scales  should  also  be 
free,  because  they  have  to  weigh  very 
small  quantities  of  drugs.  I  see  that  the 
protectionist  section  of  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion reccxnmends  that  chemical  scales  shall 
be  free. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — ^Tbey  are  free 
under  item  212.  I  ask  leave  to  withdraw 
my  amendment. 

Amendment^  bv  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.55]. — I  intend  to  move  that 
measuring  machines  be  inserted  in  the  item. 
I  understand  that  these  machines  are  made 
here  to  a  considerable  extent  But  I  was 
not  made  aware  of  the  fact  until  within  the 
last  few  days. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — What  are  these  ma- 
chines ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— They  are  used 
in  connexicm  with  the  measurement  of 
leather.  In  answer  to  the  homnable  mem- 
ber for  Barrier  I  may  say  tliat  I  under- 
stand that  cash  registers  are  not  made  here, 
at  any  rate,  not  in  any  payable  quantity  ; 
and  the  same  may  be  said  of  computing 
machines. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Is  the  Treasurer  pre 
pared  to  cxnit  adding  ^pd  computing  ma- 
chines and  cash  roisters  from  the  item  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  shall  ask  the 
Committee  to  strike  the  articles  mentioned 
out  of  this  item,  but  I  think  that  I  shall 
move  that  they  be  inserted  in  an  iton 
making  them  subject  to  dudes  of  10  per 
cent,  and  5  per  cent.    I  now  move — 

ThM  the  words  "adding  and  computinfr  ma- 
chines, and  alt  attachments;  cash  registers,''  be 
left  out. 

Mr.  FULLER  (Illawarra)  [5.58].— The 
Treasurer  has  told  us  that  chemists'  counter 
scales  are  included  in  item  212,  but  I  think 
that  that  item  embraces  a  different  class  of 
scales  altogether. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — I  did  not  say  anv- 
thing  of  the  kind.  I  said  that  the  kmd  of 
chemical  scales  refeiYed  to  by  the  h<HiorabIe 
member  for  Hunter  are  free. 

Mr.    FULLER.— Is    it    prcnxMed  to 
make  chemists'  counter  scales  iree? 
Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — No. 

Mr.  FULLER.— I  submit  that  they 
ought  to  be  free  as  tocds  of  trade;  if  one 
class  of  scales  be  free,  so  ought  the  other. 

Mr.  HEDGES    (Fremantle)    [6.0I.  I 

wish  that  the  Treasurer  would  include  in 
his  proposition  automatic  nut- 
chines  and  weighbridges.  " 
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Sir  WiixtAM  Lyne.— I  think  that  they 
are  made  here  to  a  targe  extent. 

Mr.  HEDGES. — They  cannot,  and  are 
not  being  made  in  Australia. 

Mr.  Bruce  Srara.— No;  but  of  course 
thev  can  be  made  in  Carlton. 

Mr.  HEDGES. — Like  a  watch  or  a 
clock,  they  could  be  made  here  at  a  price. 
I  know  that  last  year  we  required  a  Fair- 
banks, Pooley,  or  Avery  weighbridge.  I 
received  from  the  Chamber  of  Mines,  of 
.Kilgoorlie,  a.  very  strong  protest  against 
(be  inclusion  of  autcxnatic  weighing  ma- 
chines and  weighbridges  in  this  term. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — I  do  not  always 
take  the  rei^iaunendation  of  a  Chamber  of 
Mines. 

Mr.  Fuller. — No,  but  the  horH>rabIe 
member  takes  the  representation  of  any 
man  who  interviews  him  on  the  Sydney 
railwav  staticKi. 

Mr.' HEDGES. — Perhaps  when  I  men- 
tion that  these  weighbridges  are  used  for 
weighing  coal  at  Newcastle  it  may  in- 
fluence the  mind  of  the  Minister.  1  can 
assure  him  that  these  machines,  especially 
for  railway  work,  are  very  much  used 
throughout  Australia.  They  Cannot,  and 
are-  not  being  made  here. 

Mr.  Watson. — Why  not? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— Whether  we  are  short 
of  brains  or  material  I  do  not  know,  but 
the  articles  are  not  being  made  in  Aus- 
tralia. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Does  not  the  hon- 
orable member  think  that  aut<Mnatic  weigh- 
ing madiines  are  brought  here  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  profit? 
•  Mr.  HEDGES.— Is  anything  brought 
to  Australia  without  the  intention  of  mak- 
ing a  profit? 

Sir  William  Lynb. — That  is  quite  a 
different  thing. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— Machines  are  net  im- 
ported out  of  noere  fun.  I  hope  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  will  include  in  his 
proposition  automatic  weighing  machines 
and  weighbridges  with  a  view  to  their 
being  placed  under  another  item. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  will  not  do  it. 

Mr.  HEDGES. — I  propose  to  move  an 
amendment  to  that  effect. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN  (Mr. 
Batchelor). — The  honwable  member  may 
pn^mse  that  amendment  after  the  Trea- 
surer's amendment  has  been  dealt  with. 
There  can  be  only  one  amendmeiif  before 
the  Committee  at  the  one  time. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [6.6].-  1 
hope  Uiat  weighbridges  will   not  be  eli- 


minated. The  honorable  member  foi 
Fremantle  has  said  that  thev  are  not  made 
in  Australia.  Mr.  J<rfin  Felix  Martin,  of 
James  Martin  and  Company,  Gawler,  gave 
the  following  evidence  before  the  Tariff 
CcKumission — • 

49160.  What  have  you  to  say  about  weigh- 
briilges,  on  which  you  suggest  a  duty  of 
per  too  of  canning  capacity  ? — Ttcy  can  be 
made  in  Australia.  They  Kave  been  made  for 
wme  time  by  Hawke  and  Co.,  at  Kapunda ;  but 
I  believe  the  firm  have  lately  been  driven  out  of 
the  market  by  the  cutting  of  prices.  •  The 
machines  arc  made  in  Victoria.  Any  engineering 
firm  can  make  them. 

Amendment  agreed  ta 
Mr.   HEDGES   (Fremantle)  [6.7].— If 
I  am  in  order,  I  propose  to  move — 

That  Ihe  following  words  be  inserted,  "  ei- 
cc|H  .niloinnlic  weighinc  machines  and  weigh- 
bridges." 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN.— 
Win  the  honorable  member  bring  up  his 

amendment  ? 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [6.8].— I  hope 
that  automatic  weighing  machines  will  not 
le  included  in  the  free  list,  or  subjected 
to  a  reduced  duty.  A  monopoly  import  the 
machines,  place  them  in  different  places 
and  colltxt  the  money,  but  very  often  they 
do  not  weigh  correctly.  At  the  present 
time  they  wilt  ncM  sell  a  machine.  Pre- 
viously they  did  sell  a  few  machines,  but 
the  sale  was  made  on  the  condition  that  if 
required  the  machines  would  be  returned, 
and  the  money  refimded.  This  monopoly 
are  operating  their  weighing  machines  all 
over  Australia. 

Mr.  Harper. — The  honorable  member 
is  ref«-ring  to  the  penny-in-the-slot  ma- 
chines, Irtit  there  are  many  other  weighing 
machines. 

Mr.  STORRER.— I  hope  that  whatever 
is  il.ne  with  the  other  machines,  tli.-se 
automatic  weighing  machines  will  be  sub- 
je  ted  to  a  substantial  dutv. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [6.9]. — The  Committee  has  agreed 
to  the  omission  of  certain  articles  from  this 
item,  on  the  understanding  that  they  shall 
le  made  free. 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne. — I  am  not  quite 
sure  that  I  shall  not  move  that  thev  be 
made  liable  to  duties  of  10  per  cent,  and 
5  per  cent,  respectively. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Either 
the  items  must  be  inserted  in  the  Tariff 
elsewhere,  or  fhev  will  come  under  a  higher 
duty.     If  their  insertion  elsewhere  is  t'* 
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be  moved,  then,  oa  that  modoa,  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Fremantle  nill  be  able 
to  stil»nit  hia  proposal. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^No;  he  wants  first 
to  strike  weighing  machines  and  weigh- 
bridges out  of  this  item. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— No;  the 
honorable  member,  I  tmderstand,  wishes  to 
strike  out  "  automatic  weighing  machines." 

Sir  William  Lyne. — They  are  not  men- 
tioned in  this  item, 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— No;  but 
they  are  covered  by  the  [^ase  "  woghing 
machines." 

Sir  WiLLiAU  LvNE. — I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— What  I 
want  to  elicit  is  whether  the  hmorable 
gentleman  proposes  subsequently  to  make 
free  the  articles  which,  on  his  motion,  have 
been  omitted  from  the  item  before  the  Com- 
mittee, or  to  subject  them  to  a  lower  dutv. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  in^d  to  make 
the  latter  proposal. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— When  the 
honorable  member  for  Fremantle  proposes 
to  except  automatic  weighing  machines  and 
weighbridges  from  this  item,  he  is  depart- 
mg  from  our  practice.  What  he  ought 
to  have  moved  was  to  insert  a  new  item, 
making  automatic  weighing  machines  free. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN.— 
Owing  to  a  misunderstanding  for  which  I 
was  responsible,  it  is  rather  difficult  for  the 
honorable  member  for  Fremantle  to  submit 
his  amendment  now.  I  understand  that 
the  honorable  member  desired  to  move  the 
omission  of  some  words  that  followed  the 
words  which  the  Treasurer  proposed  to 
omit ;  but  now  it  appears  that  he  proposes 
to  insert  after  the  words  "  weighing  ma- 
chines," the  words  "  except  automatic 
weighing  machines,"  and  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  weighbridges."  It  is  obvious  that 
the  Committee  cannot  go  back,  eircept  by 
general  consent.  There  will  be  no  oppor- 
tunity for  the  honorable  member  to  test 
the  reeling  of  the  Committee  as  re&rards 
weighbridges,  unless  it  allows  me  to  accept 
an  amendment  now.  But,  so  far  as  auto- 
matic weighing  machines  are  concerned,  he 
ran  submit  a  proposal. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.14]. — If  that  course  were  taken 
in  this  case,  it  would  create  a  precedent 
which  hereafter  mig^t  be  fotmd  to  be  in- 
convenient. I  do  not  object  to  a  test  vote 
being  taken,  but  T  submit  that  after  a  line 
and  a  half  have  been  deleted  f  nxn  the  item 
it  is  too  late  to  move  the  omission  of  prior 


words.  What  I  suggest  is  that  the  hon- 
or^le  membo'  should  move  the  iasertioa 
of  a  new  paragraph,  or  an  addition  to  a 
motion  whitih  i»obaUy  I  shall  move  pre- 
sently, to  bring  the  deleted  articles  under 
a  lower  duty.  If  I  were  to  take  do  fur- 
ther action,  those  articles  would  be  liable 
to  a  higher  duty  than  they  were  under  this 
item,  but  that  I'  did  not  and  do  not  intend. 
I  have  a  note  to  propose  that  they  should 
be  made  dutiable  at  10  per  cent,  and  5  per 
respectively.  Have  we  arrived  at  the, 
stage,  sir,  when  I  can  move  in  re^ud  to 
tanners'  measuring  machines?  I  want  to 
get  them  included  ia  this  item. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Some  h(XK»able  mem- 
bers want  to  speak  first. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — I  submit,  sir,  that 
it  would  be  very  unfair  if  the  amendment 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Fremantle 
were  ruled  out  of  order,  because  I  called 
to  you,  "  Will  he  not  be  too  late?"  You 
did  not  hear  what  I  said ;  but  I  heard  you 
distinctly  tell  the  honorable  member  that 
he  could  move  his  proposal  afterwards ; 
and,  relying  on  that  direction  from  the 
Chair,  he  deferred  taking  any  acticm  until 
after  the  ^finister  had  moved.  I  submit, 
sir,  that  the  Committee  ought  to  offer  no 
objection  to  the  honorable  member  moving 
his  proposal  now,  seeing  that  he  was  mis- 
led by  what  you  said. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  wish  to  suggest 
that  there  is  a  very  easy  way  out  of  the 
difficulty,  and  that  is  to  pass  this  item  as 
it  is,  with  an  addendum  that  on  and  after 
a  certain  date,  automatic  weighing  machines 
shall  be  free. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN— 
If  the  honorable  member  for  Fremantle  de- 
sires to  move  that  on  and  after  the  aytlh 
November,  automatic  weighing  madjiiws 
and  weighbridges  shall  be  free,  he  may  do 
so  when  the  item  before  the  Committee  has 
been  dealt  with. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  after  the  word  "includine"  the  words 
"Tannen'  Meaiuring  Machines"  be  inserted. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [6.16].— 
There  is  a  misunderstanding  on  the  part 
of  some  honorable  members  as  to  the  ex- 
tent to  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Fremantle  wishes  to  ga  I  do  not  think 
that  he  desires  his  proposed  amendment 
to   apply   to   pennv-in-the-slot  weighing 

Mr.  Hedges. — No.  o 


Tariff 


[26  November,  1907.] 


{Item  161). 


6631 


Mr.  FRAZER.— The  object  which  the 
honcMrable  member  has  in  view  is  to  ex- 
empt autoDtuttic  madiines  used  for  weighing 
coaj  and  various  ores.  As  the  trudcs 
run  along  the  lines  they  pass  over  auto- 
matic scales  which  record  their  weight  as 
they  cross  them.  Those  machines  are 
patented,  and  despite  what  has  been  said 
by  the  hoDCH-able  member  for  Bendigo,  I 
do  not  think  that  thev  have  ever  been  made 
in  Australia.  If  &e  honorable  mem- 
ber will  accept,  a  prt^iositvxi  which,  I 
understand,  the  honorable  member  ioc 
Newcastle  intends  to  make,  be  will  have 
my  support,  since  it  will  enable  a  specific 
proposal  to  be  put  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[6.20}. — ^Tanners'  measuring  machines  ar» 
designed  to  measure  the  surface  of  leatlo:*. 
Leather  is  sold  by  measurement  instead  of 
by  wei^t,  and  these  machines,  which  are 
made  in  Fitzroy,  are  very  ingenious.  I 
have  lately  had  an  opportunity  to  test 
them,  and  think  that  if  we  are  to  give 
the  protection  of  a  30  per  cent,  duty  to 
any  muiiine  made  in  Australia,  wt  ought 
certainlv  to  do  so  in  this  case. 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [6.23].  -I 
move — 

That  the  words  "Chemists'  counter  scales"  be 
left  out 

\i\  desire  is  that  these  scales  shall  be 
included  in  item  212,  under  which  chemical 
analytical  and  assay  scales  are  free.  A 
great  deal  depends  upon  the  accuracy  of 
dispensir^  scales,  for  a  slight  defect  in  one 
of  them  might  lead  to  the  loss  of  valuable 
lives.  These  scales,  I  understand,  are  not 
made  in  Australia. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  am  advised  that 
th^  are. 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — No  reputable  chemist 
would  think  of  using  any  other  than 
Avery's  scales. 

Mr.  Chanter. — That  is  an  anti-Aus- 
tralian statement. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber knows  as  well  as  I  do  that  I  put  the 
interests  of  Australia  before  those  of  any 
other  part  of  the  world.  I  hope  that  my 
amendment  will  be  agreed  to. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) \6.2$\. — should  think  that  it«n 
212,  which  deals  with— 

Scales,  viz.,  chemical,  aaalytical,  aad  assay, 
inclndiag  weights;  and  precision  and  physical 
balances 

covers  the  scales  whidi  the  hmorable  mem- 
ber has  in  view.    The  scales  included  in 


this  item  are  used  on  counters  in  the 
ordinary  way,  and  the  amendment  would 
make  them  free. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [6.26].— 
The  scales  which  the  honorable  member 
for  Hunter  desires  to  have  placed  on  the 
free  list  are  not  covered  by  item  212. 
Thev  are  small  dispensing  scales  balanced 
in  the  hand,  and  they  weigh  quantities  of 
from  half-a-grain  upwards.  I  do  not 
think  they  are  made  in  Australia. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — ^Are  not  dispensing 
scales  referred  to  in  item  212  as  "  pre- 
cision balances  "  ? 

Mr.  WILSON.— Na  The  object  which 
the  hoQtnable  member  for  Hunter  has  in 
view  wcmfd  be  met  by  inserting  in  item  212 
the  words  "  dispensing  scales." 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Surely  the  chem- 
ists can  stand  20  per  cent.  00  their  scales. 

Mr.  WILSON.— Dispensing  chemists 
work  iwiger  hours  for  a  poorer  return  than 
do  men  in  any  other  professioa  Very  few 
chemists  in  the  retail  trade  make  fortunes. 
Counter  scales  are  larger  than  dispensing 
scales,  and  are  used  for  measuring  from 
a  dram  upwards.  So  far  as  they  are  con- 
cerned, the  Tariff  should  not  be  altered, 
but  I  hope  that  dispensing  scales  will  be 
included  in  item  212. 

Sir  William  Ltnb. — I  dare  say  that 
they  would  be  classed  as  ccming  under  that 
it^. 

Mr.  WILSON.  —  No;  chemical  and 
anal3rtical  scales  are  usually  kept  in  a  glass 
case;  they  have  to  be  protected  from  any 
draught,  in  order  that  thev  may  weigh 
correctly.  The  passing  of  the  amendment 
will  do  justice  to  a  profession  that  deserves 
consideration. 

Mr.  LiDOELL. — By  leave,  I  wish  to  with- 
draw my  amendment,  in  order  that  I  mav 
again  bring  forward  this  questioi  when  we 
are  dealing  with  item  212. 

Aooaidment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.31].— I  wish  the  question  "  that 
the  words  ad  val.,  20  per  cent."  stand  part 
of  the  item,  to  be  put. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN— 
The  honorable  member  for  Fremantle  has 
a  prior  amendment. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  can  be  dealt 
with  subsequently. 

Mr.  Fisher. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
I  submit,  Mr.  Chalnnan^  that  you  must 
leave  the  chair  and  suspend  the  sittings  at 
6.30,  unless  leave  be  obtained  to  con- 
tinu& 

Sitting  suspended  from  6.32  to  7.45  fm. 
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Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [7.46].— I 
should  like  to  understand  what  the  position 
now  is.  If  the  question,  that  the  item  as 
amended  be  agre^  to,  be  now  put,  it  will 
dispose  of  the  whole  item.  Would  it  not 
be  advisable  that  the  amendment  to  be  pro- 
posed by  the  Minister  should  be  submitted 
before  the  submission  of  the  question  that 
ibe  item  be  agreed  to? 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [7.47].— If  the 
questicMi,  that  the  item  be  agreed  to,  is 
now  put,  I  point  out  that  it  includes  a 
duty  of  20  per  cent.  If  the  item  be  agreed 
to,  it  will  preclude  any  honorable  member 
from  moving  a  lower  rate  of  duty. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  understand  that 
an  amendment  is  to  be  moved  by  the  Trea- 
surer which  will  take  the  form  of  a  new 
item. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  following  new  item  be  inserted — 
"  ■61A,  Adding  and  Computing  Machines  and  all 
Attachments,  Cash  Registers,  Automatic  Weigh- 
bridges and  Automatic  Weighing  Machines,  ex- 
cept Coin-Freed  Automatic  Weighing  Machines, 
on  and  after  37th  November,  1907,  ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  to  |>er  cent. ;  (United  King- 
dom), 5  per  cent." 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Shall  I  be  in  order 
in  moving  an  amendment  in  the  second 
column  of  item  161  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.-  No.  The  item  has 
now  been  dealt  with,  including  the  aeomd 
column.  It  has  been  our  custom  to 
take  amendments  upon  the  second  column 
before  the  item  as  a  whole  is  put.  The 
hwiorable  member  did  not  take  advantage 
of  his  opportunity  in  that  respect,  and  he 
is  now  too  late. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [7-54].— I 
fail  to  follow  the  reasoning  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  this  new  item.  It  was 
well  enough  to  take  the  machines  in  ques- 
tion from  the  original  item,  but  I  do  not 
agree  with  the  duties  now  proposed  to  lie 
l»ried,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  up  to  the 
present  time  Australia  has  not  been 
able  to  produce  them.  Many  reasons 
might  be  advanced  as  to  why  the  machines 
have  not  been  manufactured  in  Australia, 
but  the  principal  reason  is  that  there  are 
patent  rights  in  regard  to  some  of  them. 
This  cannot  be  said  to  be  a  protective  duty. 
Where  there  is  no  reasonable  chance  of 
producing  articles  in  Australia,  we  ought 
not  to  impose  revenue  duties. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cooi. — The  hcsiorable 
membei*  has  voted  for  scores  of  such  duties 
already. 


Mr.  FRAZER.— I  deny  that  statement. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— It  is  a  fact,  all  the 
same;  X  mean  that  revoiue  dtitia  have 
been  covered  up  in  items  which  vere  sup- 
posedly protective. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— In  my  belief,  each  item 
which  I  have  supported  has  been  framed 
with  the  object  of  giving  protection  to  an 
Australian  industry.  That,  at  all  evoits, 
has  been  my  intention.  Whether  I  have 
been  misled  in  some  cases  by  the  multitude 
of  figures,  I  am  not  able  to  say,  though  I 
do  not  think  I  have  been.  At  any  rate, 
I  shall  not  willinply  be  led  into  suppcMtii^ 
high  revenue  duties.  I  fail  to  appreciate 
the  desire  of  the  Government  to  impose 
a  duty  of  I  c  per  cent,  upon  these  machines, 
which  are  so  desirable  and  necessary  in  the 
conduct  of  many  businesses  within  the 
Commonwealth.  If  there  is  an  argument 
in  favour  of  a  revenue  duty,  I  shall  be 
pleased  to  hear  it,  but  none  has  been 
advanced  so  far.  I  congratulate  the  Min- 
ister on  appreciating  the  arguments  which 
were  urged  in  favour  of  removing  these 
machines  from  the  original  item.  He 
would  have  done  good  service  if  he  had 
seen  his  wav  to  place  them  on  the  free 
list. 

Mr.  Storrer. — This  is  a  very  fair  com- 
promise. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  do  not  think  that  it 
is  a  ccsnprcwnise  at  all.  The  amendment 
is  the  result  of  certain  informatiMi  which 
has  been  pressed  upon  the  Minister,  and 
I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  to  the  users  of 
such  commodities  that  they  should  have  to 
pay  revenue  duties  upcxi  them. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[7-58]-— I  understood  that  the  Treasurer 
had  agreed  to  take  these  articles  out  of 
the  item  in  which  they  were  originally  in- 
cluded in  order  to  put  them  on  the  free 
list. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  never  s^d  10; 
I  said  the  rewrse. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  accept  the 
Treasurer's  statement,  although  I  was 
under  that  impression.  I  think  the  goods 
ought  to  be  free.  The  Minister  is  not 
aware  how  widespread  is  their  use.  Every 
coal-mine  must  have  one  of  these  machines'; 
so  must  every  gold-mine.  There  is 
scarcely  a  mine  in  Australia  employing 
any  number  of  hands  that  has  not  one  of 
these  automatic  machines.  Since  they  ai« 
n(A  manufactured  in  Australia,  but  are 
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lu  upon  the  primary  industries  of  Aus- 
tnlia. 

Mr.  McDouGAix.— Is  this  a  tax  upon 
the  poor  working  man,  Hkh? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Every  man  em- 
ployed in  a  coal-mine  has  to  have  the  re- 
sult of  his  work  passed  over  wie  of  these 
automatic  machines.  My  hwiorable  friend 
may  be  quite  certain  that  the  capitalists 
will  not  pav  this  taxation  themselves.  They 
will  pass  it  on  to  the  poor  working  man, 
to  whom  the  honOTable  member  ironically 
alludes.  There  is  nothing  surer  under 
the  sun  than  that  the  working  man  will 
have  to  shoulder  his  proportuxi  of  the 
burden,  which  is  ostensibly  imposed  upwi 
the  employer.  There  is  no  pretence  Aat 
we  make  the  machines  in  Australia.  I 
therefore  move — 

Thit  the  amendment  be  amended  by  inserting 
after  the  word  "  machines,"  line  5,  the  word 
"free." 


Question  put. 
Ayes 
Noes 

Majority 

Brown,  Tbinnu 

Can,  E.  S. 
Catw.  J.  H. 
Cook,  Joseph 
>:dvards,  R. 
Frawr,  C-  E. 
Hutchiara,  ]. 
i.ivbgstoB,  J. 

Atchcr,  E.  W. 
BamfoTd,  F.  W. 
Batcbclor,  E.  L. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Chanter,  J.  U. 
Coos.  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewtng,  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Crooin,  I«  £. 
Harper,  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Kaox,  W. 

Kelly,  W.  H. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Smith,  Bruce 
Fowler,  ].  M. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Bowdea,  E.  E. 
Glnu,  P.  McM. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
HuEbes,  W.  M. 
Uahon,  H. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 


The  Committee  divided. 

 15 

 30 

 15 

ATM. 

Poyntoa,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Spence,  W.  C. 
Thomson,  DuguM 
Watkins,  D. 

Tellers: 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Willis,  Henry 

Nois. 

Lync,  Sir  William 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Quick,  Sir  J. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G- 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Wise,  G.  H. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 

Paibs. 

Kingston,  C.  C 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Chapman,  A. 
Hatoney,  W.  S.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 
Manger,  S. 
Sampson,  S. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
O'Halley.  King 
Page,  J. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Amendment  ot  the  amendment  negatived. 

Pr(^x)6ed  new  item  agreed  to. 

Postponed  item  i6a.  Marine  engines,  boilers, 
and  machinery;  and  fittings  and  mountings  n.e.i., 
lor  such  engines,  boilers,  and  machinery ;  shafts, 
propellers;  winches;  liners  for  cyliridcrs;  wind- 
lasses; steering  gear;  feed  water  beaters;  feed 
pumps ;  evaporators,  auxiliary  condensers ;  feed 
water  filleis;  and  ash  ejectors,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff),  35  per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.10]. — I  ask  the  Committee  to 
negative  this  item,  with  a  view  to  the  in- 
sertion of  the  following  new  item : — 

"  Motive  power  machinery  and  appliances  (ex- 
cept electric),  via.  :— 

(a)  Gas  producers;  flue<heated  economizers; 

mechanical  stokers ;  steam  traps ;  steam 
turbines ;  superheaters ;  water  puri- 
fiers, ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  5  per 
cent. ;  (United  Kingdmn),  free. 

(b)  N.E.I,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  30  per 
.  cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  25  per  cent." 

As  I  informed  honorable  members  a  week 
or  ten  days  ago,  officers  have  been  employed 
to  effect  a  re-arrangement  in  respect  of 
some  of  the  items  in  this  divisicHi.  It 
will  be  obser\'ed  that  the  new  item  which 
I  have  placed  before  the  Committee  does 
not  include  electrical  machinery  and  appli- 
ances, whidi  will  be  embodied  in  item  178. 
But  in  respect  of  the  articles  entunerated 
in  the  item  under  consideration,  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  meet  the  wish  of  the  Commit- 
tee, and  I  hope  that  I  have  been  successful. 
I  admit  that  when  I  have  previously  at- 
tempted to  do  the  same  thing,  I  have  been 
told  that  I  have  not  succeeded.  The  ar- 
ticles originally  specified  in  item  162,  with 
the  exception  of  those  which  are  specifically 
mentioned  in  the  new  item,  are  covered  bv 
paragrapii  a.  I  hope  that  the  course 
which  I  have  adopted  will  have  the  effect 
of  sh(»tening  debate. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — But  the  Treasurer 
has  raised  the  duty,  which  was  twiginally 
imposed,  by  5  per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  anxious 
to  extend  a  preference  of  5  per  cent,  to 
Great  "Britain,  and  I  hope  that  the  Com- 
mittee will  assist  me  to  do  so.  Two  ex- 
perts have  been  employed  in  re  arranging 
this  item,  one  of  whom  is  connected  with 
the  University,  and  the  other  with  the 
Comnnonwealth  public  service.  The  in- 
structions which  I  gave  to  them  were  to 
divide  the  articles  specified  in  the  amend- 
ments I  have  circulated  into  two  groups, 
one      which  was  to  include  machinery  and 
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and  the  other  articles  which  we  cannot 
profitably  manufacture  for  some  time  to 
come.  The  machinery  and  appliances  ccm- 
talned  in  the  fcvmer  group  have  bee)>  sub- 
jected to  a  higher  rate  of  duty  than  the 
articles  compri^  in  the  latter.  Of  course, 
it  is  quite  impossible  to  obtain  absolute 
accuracy  in  regard  to  what  is 
likely  to  be  made  in  the  Com- 
monwealth with  ccxnmercial  success. 
Therefore,  I  have  had  recourse  to  experts 
i(x  information  which  will  enable  me  to 
devise  a  scheme  that  would  be  just  and 
acceptable  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [8.163.— The 
item  whose  discussion  we  are  now  begia- 
ning,  ift  one  of  the  moft  important,  if  not 
the  most  important,  in  the  Tariff.  I  am 
not  sure  that  the  Minister's  proposal  will 
be  accepted  by  the  Committee.  I  have 
heard  it  said  that  there  will  be  a  lot  of 
debate  upon  it,  and  I  think  that  it  will  be 
well  to  discuss  the  whole  item  at  once,  in- 
stead of  having  a  discussicm  on  each  of 
its  two  paragraphs. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  do  not  think  that 
there  need  be  any  debate  on  paragraph  a. 

Mr.  Batchel<». — I  have  an  amenoment 
on  that  psragrapb. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — So  have  I. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  cannot  conceive  of 
there  being  no  debate  on  a  proposal  in  re- 
gard to  which  two  amendments  are  to  be 
moved.  No  doubt  the  re- arrangement  of 
items  which  the  Minister  has  submitted  is 
intended  to  make  the  Tariff  clear,  and  to 
facilitate  its  administrati(HL  Paragraph  a. 
covers  several  kinds  of  machinery-,  all 
others  being  dutiable  as  "  n.e.i./'  at  a 
higher  rate,  under  paragraph  b. 

Mr.  Harpes. — The  item  deals  with  mo- 
tive power  only. 

Mr.  FRAZER,— The  item  deals  with 
motive  power  otSier  than  electrical ;  the 
Minister  has  made  that  clear. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  is  so  stated  at 
the  beginning, 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  may  reasonably 
claim  that  those  who  live  in  the  constituency 
of  Kalgoorlie  will  gain  fewer  advantages 
from  the  Tariff,  in  the  immediate  future, 
at  all  events,  than  those  who  live  in  any 
other  constituency  in  the  Commonwealth. 
But,  in  framing  a  Tariff  for  Australia,  we 
should  endeavonr,  while  pving  as  much 
consideration  as  possible  to  manufacturing, 
to  avoid  undulv  harassing  the  great 
primary  industries  upon  which  the 
secondary  industries  must  depend.  Up  to 
the  present  time,  the  mines  of  Australia 


have  produOTd  ;£650,038,766  worth  of 
gold,  of  which  those  of  Western  Australia 
have  yielded  over  X73,ooo,ooo. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Therefore  a  great 
deal  of  gold  has  been  obtained  from  places 
other  than  Kalgoorlie. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  do  not  dispute  it.  I 
do  not  conte.-id  that  all  the  gold  produced 
in  Australia  cones  from  KalgocvUe, 
though,  if  one  State  is  to  be  compared  with 
another,  it  is  worthy  of  mention  that  at  the 
present  time  the  Western  Australian  gold 
yield  is  neariy  half  that  of  Australia. 

Mr.  Wilson. — The  Western  Australian 
gold-fields  saved  Australia. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  discovery  of  gc^d 
in  Western  Australia  did  a  great  deal  for 
Victoria  at  the  time  of  a  iHg  financial 
crisis. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — I  understfuad  that 
the  yield  of  gold  in  Western  Australia  is 
now  falling  off,  which  makes  it  all  the 
more  necessary  to  give  assistance  to  those 
interested  in  mining  there. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Like  all  well-estab- 
lished gold-mining  centres,  Kalgoorlie  be- 
gins to  feel  the  need  for  reducing  costs, 
in  order  that  the  nunes  may  oootinue  to  be- 
worked  profitably.  While  accidents  some- 
times occur  in  connexion  with  gold-mining, 
making  the  occupaticn  of  a  miner  somewhat 
dangerous,  gold-mining  is  one  of  the  best 
wage-paying  industries  in  Australia. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  Minister  has 
explained  that  "  n.e.i."  in  paragraph  b 
means  cHily  not  elsewhere  included  in  item 
162. 

Mr.  FRAZER— The  Minister  did  not 
tell  us  that  paragraph  B  does  not  cover  alf 
motive  power  machinerv  other  than  that 
specificaJly  dealt  with  in  paragraph  a.  If 
the  honorable  member  will  turn  to  the  pro- 
posed new  item  177,  he  will  .=ee  that  min- 
ing machinery.  n.e.i.,  is  omitted  from  it.  I 
think  that,  paragraph  b  covers  all  mcrtive- 
power  machinery  not  specifically  dealt  with 
by  paragraph  a. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  Minister  has 
explained  that  the  letters  "  n.**,)."  in 
paragraph  b  refer  merely  to  the  machinery 
covered  by  item  162  as  it  stands  in  the 
schedule. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— If  the  motive  power 
machinerv  to  which  I  wish  to  refer  is  not 
covered  by  paragraph  b,  in  what  part  of 
the  Tariff  is  it  dealt  with? 

Mr.  Wilson. — It  comes^within  the  new 
item  164  as  "  n.g^,j'/edbyCiOOgle 
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Mr.  Batchelor.— This  hem  deals  with 
motiTe-power  machinery  and  appliances 
oDly. 

Mr.  Harper.— Yes.  Item  164  deals 
with  all  other  madiinery. 
Mr.  FRAZER.— The  proposals  have 
snbnutted  in  such  a  way  that  owsibly 
same  of  the  machinery  to  wnich  I  wish  to 
refa  is  not  covered  by  this  item,  although 
I         that  it  IS. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — To  what  machinery- 
<loes  the  honorable  member  wish  to  refer? 

Mr.  FRAZER. — To  mining  machinery 
01  all  descriptions,  except  electrical.  It 
iKHwrable  members  doubt  whether  general 
minin"  machinery  comes  under  this  item, 
1  ask  them  to  look  at  item  177.  Peihaps 
the  Minister  will  explain  what^  machinCTv 
ctwies  under  paragraph  b  of  this  prc^iosed 
new  item?  I  do  not  wish  to  speak  without 
knowing  that.  Apparently  tlie  Minister  is 
not  in  a  position  to  inform  the  Committee, 
and  I  defv  any  one  eUe  to  say  authorita- 
tively  whether  the  machinery  to  which  I 
wish  to  refer  comes  under  proposed  new 
item  162,  or  under  propcAeJ  new  item  164, 
though  I  think  that  it  comes  under  the 
former.  What  does  the  honorable  memUr 
■for  Flinders  say? 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— I  think  that  the 
new  item  162  covers  machinery  for  motive 
power  only. 

Sir  John  Quick.— In  my  opinion,  the 
new  it^  162  deals  only  with  machinery 
for  generating  power,  such  as  boilers, 
olinders,  engines,  and  air  axnpresscurs, 
and  does  not  cover  such  madiinery  as 
smelters,  furnaces,  and  conveyors. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — Would  they  come  under 
"n.ei."  in  the  proposed  new  item  164? 

Sir  John  QtnCE. — Probably  they  would. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — ^What  does  the 
honorable  monber  for  Kalgoorlie  wish  to 

kDOW? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  wish  to  know  whe- 
ther the  Treasurer  proposes  to  include  in 
paragraph  b  n.e.i.  any  machinery  other 
than  that  which  would  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  generating  motive  power? 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — In  item  162  of  the 
«ld  Tariff  we  dealt  entirely  with  marine 
togines  and  pumps.  The  item  now  be- 
fore the  CtHnmittee  deals  with  motive 
power  generally,  and  the  whole  of  the 
machinery  included  will  be  found  in  item 
161  and  part  of  item  164,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  electrical  machinery  ,  which  is 
not  dealt  with  in  these  items  at  aJl. 


Mr.  FRAZER.— Will  items  162  and 
164  include  mining  machinery? 

Sir  William  Lynb. — They  will  in- 
clude aome  mining  machinery,  but  not  very 
much,  I  think. 

Mr.  Dugald  Thomson. — Engines  and 
boilers  ? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Yes,  of  course, 
they  are  motive  power. 

Mr.  Joseph  "Cook. — And  all  that  is  left 
is  in  the  new  item  177? 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNe.~All  that  is  not 
found  in  these  items  will  be  found  in  a 
later  Hem  177  or  178.  Honorable  mem- 
bers will  understand  that  it  is  motive  power 
machinery  that  is  included  in  the  item  un- 
der discussion  at  the  present  moment.  They 
will  see  exactly  what  is  included  if  they 
look  at  items  162  and  164. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  think  it  is  rather 
unfortunate  that  it  should  have  been  cchi- 
sidered  necessary  to  have  two  divisions  in 
regard  to  motive  power.  The  new  item 
163  includes  steam  turbines.  X  suppose 
that  they  are  now  used  as  frequently  as 
the  ordinary  piston  engines  Where  that  can 
be  dtme  conveniently,  and  as  their  value  be- 
comes more  fully  recognised  they  will  be 
still  more  jvidely  used  in  Australia.  I  wish 
to  say  that  I  am  particularly  satisfied  with 
the  course  atlopted  b\  the  Government  in 
giving  special  consideration  to  that  parti- 
cular line.  I  was  proceeding  to  say  in 
regard  to  tlie  main  division  that  although 
there  seems  to  be  a  tendency  on  the  part  of 
a  few  honorable  members  to  conclude  from 
the  recorded  proceeds  of  various  mines  that 
every  man  engaged  In  mining  is  doing 
prettv  well,  the  very  opposite  is  the  real 
position  with  respect'to  nearly  every  mining 
proposition  in  Australia  at  the  present 
time.  It  is  true  diat  there  are  a  feu 
Bonanzas,  a  few  Great  Boulders,  Ivanhoes. 
and  other  such  mines  returning  tremendous 
dividends  to  their  luckv  shareholders,  but 
the  number  of  big  dividend  payers  in  the 
Commonwealth  at  the  present  time  can  be 
counted  on  the  fingers  of  both  hands.  The 
returns  from  most  mining  propositions  in 
the  CommtMiwealth  at  the  present  time  are 
such  that  any  considerable  increase  in  the 
cost  of  working  them,  whether  in  the  mat- 
ter of  machinery  or  stores,  might  inrolve 
either  a  reductitm  of  wages  or  the  closing 
down  of  the  mines.  Where  an  additional 
price  can  be  charged  for  a  protected 
commodity,  and  the  duty  thus  passed 
on  to  the  consumer,  a  protective  Tariff 
can  be  operated,  but  in  dealing  with 
mining    propositicxis    hraiorable  members 
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must  remember  that  if  additional  duties 
were  imposed,  which  would  have  the  effect 
of  increasing  mining  charges,  they  would 
not  at  the  same  time  increase  the  value  of 
the  ores  which  are  being  mined.- 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — We  cannot  increase 
the  price  of  gold. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — We  cannot,  unless  we 
are  prepared  to  attach  an  addftkmal  sche- 
dule to  the  Manufactures  Encouragement 
Bill  and  give  a  bounty  upon  the  production 
of  gold  in  Australia,  a  proposition  which 
is  not  likely  to  commend  itself  to  this 
House.  In  making  these  remarks  I  do 
not  wish  to  say  that  anything  should  be 
done  contrary  to  the  general  policy  of 
protecting  the  industries  of  the  country, 
hut  1  am  endeavouring  to  show  that,  with 
the  exception  of  the  few  rich  mines  to 
which  I  have  alluded^  mining  in  Atistralia 
at  the  present  time  is  in  sudi  a  <xmditi(Mi 
that  reductions  in  the  cost  of  working  must 
be  the  first  consideration  of  those  con- 
trolling our  mines.  In  order  to  secure 
that  reducticm  of  working  cost,  tools  manu- 
factured by  specialists  for  the  mining  and 
treatment  of  ores  must  be  used  in  every 
case.  The  manufacturers  of  general  ma- 
chinery in  Australia,  and  in  other  parts  of 
the  world,  are  unable  to  awnpete  in  the 
manufacture  of  special  tools  of  trade  re- 
quired in  the  minmg  industry.  Those  en- 
gaged in  the  industry  must  look  to  special- 
ists in  the  manufacture  of  machinery  whose 
machines  have  command  of  the  world's  mar- 
kets to  enable  them  to  get  their  work  dnie 
at  a  business  cost.  Mining  men  admit  that 
Australian  manufacturers  can  supply  satis- 
factory mining  machinery  for  several  pur- 
poses, but  in  respect  of  other  purposes, 
and  for  the  treatment  of  refractory  ores, 
they  have  to  look  to  German,  American, 
and  English  specialists  for  different  classes 
of  special  machinery.  It  will  be  admitted 
that  the  present  demand  in  Australia  would 
not  justify  manufacturers  in  laying  down 
the  plant  that  would  be  necessary  for  the 
manufacture  of  machinery  required  to  deal 
with  various  mining  processes  on  a  com- 
mercial basis.  A  great  deal  of  the  ma- 
chinery used  in  the  mining  industry 
throughout  Australia  can  be  satisfactorily 
manufactured  in  the  Commonwealth, .  and 
it  is  certainly  the  dutv  of  the  Government, 
by  means  of  duties  imposed  under  a 
Tariff,  to  give  those  who  require  to  use 
that  class  of  machinery  an  inducem«it  to 
use  the  Australian  article. 
Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— What  duties? 


Mr.  FRAZER.— That  is  a  question 
with  which  I  shall  deal  in  a  moment.  I 
wish  to  say,  in  justice  to  a  number  of  men 
engaged  in  mining  in  Western  Australia, 
and  whwn  I  know  personally,  that  the 
suggestion  that  British  or  foreign  ma- 
chinery is  preferred  to  Australian,  because 
the  men  who  are  working  the  mines  are 
foreigners,  or  have  come  from  Great 
Britain,  is,  in  my  judgment,  without  foun- 
dation. I  know  a  number  of  men  engaged 
in  the  mines  of  Western  Australia  who  are 
Australians  by  birth,  have  spent  most  of 
their  time  and  gained  their  experience  in 
Australia,  and'  are  now  managing  Aus- 
tralian mines.  They  are  Australian  in 
sympathy,  and  are  prepared  to  give  every 
consideration  to  the  use  of  Australian  ma- 
chinery, where  it  can  be  successfully  em- 
ployed. But  in  some  cases  they  find  that 
they  are  unable  to  work  their  mines  at  a 
reasonable  cost  by  using  Australian  ma- 
chinery. In  oHinexion  with  machinery 
n.e.i.,  the  necessity  of  giving  consideration 
to  the  Australian  manufacturer  would  be 
met,  in  my  opinion,  by  a  duty  of  20  per 
cent,  under  the  General  Tariff,  and  of  15 
per  cent,  on  imports  from  the  United 
Kingdom.  I  mentiwi  these  rates  because 
I  have  it  on  the  best  authority  that  on 
general  items  26  per  cent,  represents  the 
differenre  between  the  f.o.b.  cost  and  the 
cost  f.o.r.,  Fremantle,  which  would  in- 
clude freight,  loading,  insurance,  and 
other  charges  associated  widj  shipping.  I 
am  told  that  on  the  awrage  freights  now 
being  paid  to  Western  Australia,  it  woriu 
out  at  from  25  per  cent,  to  26  per  cent. 
There  is  therefore  a  very  considerable 
geographical  protection  to  the  Australian 
article. 

Mr.  TuDOH.  —  What  would  be  the 
charges  to  Victoria? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  freights  to  Vic- 
toria would  be  slightly  less. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Is  the  26  per  cent, 
exclusive  of  the  duty 

Mr.  FRAZER.^No,  it  represents  the 
difference  between  the  cost  f.o.b.  London, 
and  f.o.r.  Fremantle,  "wh«i,  of  course,  the 
goods  would  have  passed  through  the 
Customs.  That  is  a  considerable  natural 
protection,  but  Victoria  gets  it  to  a  less  ex- 
tent because  the  shipping  ring  up  to  the 
present  have  imposed  higher  -  rfiarges  in 
relatiwi  to  goods  coming  to  Western  Aus- 
tralia than  on  goods  coming  to  eastern 
Australia.  I  do  not  know  why  that  should 
be,  and  I  understand  that  the  beautiful 
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mail  contract  which  we  passed  recently  is 
going  to  nemove  it  for  the  future.  The 
greatest  ctmsideration  will  have  to  be  given 
to  the  schedule  now  proposed  by  the  Min- 
ister. I  am  particularly  desirous  of  hand- 
ing over  to  the  Australian  manufacturer 
those  works  which  experience  has  taught  us 
he  is  eminently  adapted  to  perform.  But 
I  ato  also  d^rous  of  insuring  that  one  of 
the  greatest  producing  industries  of  this 
couDtryf  which  is  also  one  of  the  best  em- 
ployers of  labour,  shall  not  be  unduly 
harassed  by  the  applic^^on  of  the  Tanff. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [8.46].— The  hon- 
orable member  for  Kalgoorlie  wishes  to 
debate  the  question  of  mining  machinery, 
but  he  could  do  that  later  on.  The  head- 
ing of  this  item,  as  revised,  is  "  Motive 
power  machiner)%  and  appliances."  That 
covers  marine  engines  and  fittings,  pro- 
pellers, and  boilers  and  fittings.  This 
opens  up  the  whole  general  questicHi  of  the 
manufacture  of  motive  power  machinery. 
I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  in  support  of 
the  Got'emment  on  this  item.  During 
the  three  months  of  ccxisideration  of  the 
Tariff,  they  have  given  150  per  cent,  pro- 
tection on  hats,  and  40  per  cent,  on  wool- 
lens, and  to-day  they  fought  most  strenu- 
ously for  protection  upwi  nails.  The  nail 
industry  employs  not  more  than  about 
twenty  hands,  whereas  the  engineering  in- 
dustry employed  15,000  odd  hands  in  Aus- 
tralia in  1904 — that  is  the  latest  return 
which  I  could  get  for  the  whole  of  the 
States — and  in  1899  there  were  16,400 
hands  employed,  so  that  the  industry  has 
lost  ground.  I  wish  to  show  that  the 
original  duty  of  12^  per  cent,  has  not 
assisted  the  engineering  establishments  of 
Australia. 

Mr.  PoVNTON.- — How  many  men  are  em- 
ployed in  mining? 

Mr.  WILKS.— This  item  does  not  deal 
with  mining  machinery.  I  am  speaking  of 
motive  power  machiner)'.  When  I  saw  so 
many  mushroom  industries  getting  assist- 
ance, I  thought  that  at  least  we  could  put  up 
a  fight  for  the  engineering  industries.  Had 
I  bttn  a  protectionist  all  my  life,  I  should 
not  have  rested  until  the  iron  and  en- 
gineering trades  had  received  first  consider- 
ation. T  oould  never  understand  why^  the 
subsidiary  or  auxiliary  trades  were  assisted 
at  the  expense  of  what  are  really  the  main 
trades  which  protection  should  help.  I 
make  no  secret  of  my  object  on  this  Occa- 
sion. I  am  simply  fighting,  like  many 
Other  hwiorable  members  are,  for  the  in- 
terests of  my  oxistituents.     A  few  days 


ago  the  Victorian  members  desired  to  give 
a  lot  of  ccHisideration  to  the  question  of 
whether  the  New  South  Wales  iron  indus- 
try should  be  assisted,  because  they  said 
there  was  only  one  employer  concerned,  be- 
fore they  voted  any  sum  of  money,  al- 
though that  was  for  a  venture  for  the  pro- 
duction of  iron,  of  far-reaching  importance 
to  the  whole  of  Australia.  But  to-day, 
in  the  case  of  the  nail  industry,  they  did 
not  show  the  slightest  hesitancy  in  support- 
ing an  increase  of  the  old  duty  of  25  per 
cent. — twice  the  duty  that  there  has  ever 
been  upon  macliinery — up  to  40  per  cent. 
Surely  any  man,  unless  he  is  a  most 
rabid  free-trader  ran  put  in  a  claim 
for  the  engineering  establishments,  when 
all  these  favours  are  being  handed  out  all 
round.  I  say  openly  that  not  onlv  one 
engineering  establishment,  but  probably  the 
largest  as  well  as  a  tot  of  others,  are  in 
my  electorate.  I  make  that  statement  in 
order  that  honorable  members  may  thank 
me,  if  they  wish,  for  my  briital  candour. 
When  I  see  others  making  their  best 
efforts  for  their  electorates,  1  feel  that  it 
is  my  bounden  duty  to  do  the  best  I  pos- 
sibly can  for  my  electorate.  All  the 
workers  in  ray  electorate  have  to  pay  heavy 
duties  on  every  thing  they  eat,  wear,  and 
use,  and  I  am  prepared  to  see  whether  I 
cannot  do  a  little  for  them  in  return  by 
me.ins  of  Tariff  assistance.  One  of  the 
troubles  of  the  trade  in  the  past  was  that 
it  had  to  rely  upwi  repairs  only.  That 
meant  a  most  precarious  existence  for  the 
engineering  firms..  What  they  required  was 
a  chance  of  new  work.  I  appeal  to  the 
Labour  Party,  who  sink  tKe  fiscal  issue,  to 
sink  it  very  deeply  on  this  occasion,  be- 
cause they  will  never  raise  up  a  sturdy  body 
of  apprentices  in  the  iroi  trades  or  Aus- 
tralia until  they  give  tfiose  large  firms  an 
opportunity  of  doing  work  other  than  repairs. 
I  am  a  new  protectionist  in  more  ways  than 
one.  I  am  going  to  support  the  new  proit-c- 
tion.  not  only  in  the  case  of  this  industry, 
but  in  the  case  of  all  others  which  receive 
Tariff  assistance.  I  have  always  said  that, 
if  manufacturers  would  share  the  improved 
ccmditions  with  their  employ^,  and  also 
with  the  users  of  the  articles  which  thev 
I>roduce,  any  man  who  resisted  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  duty  to  build  up  an  industry  of 
that  character,  must  be  essentially  a  foreign 
trader.  I  am  not',  and  never  have  been, 
a  foreign  trader.  The  only  reason  why  I 
opposed  the  imposition  of  duties  in  the 
past  was  that  the  assistance  which  the  pub- 
lic were  OHnpelled  to  give  to  industries 


6638  Tariff  [REPRESENTATIVES.]    {Marine  Engine*,  de,}. 


under  the  Tariff  did  not  percolate  to  tbe 
proper  diannels,  but  went  only  into  the 
pockets  of  a  few  master  manufacturers. 
Now  that  we  have  a  promise  of  new  protec- 
tion, I  give  my  suj^xwt  to  the  Govern- 
ment on  this  occasion  subject  to  that 
being  carried  out.  I  f  the  Govern  - 
ment  fail  to  carry  their  i»ew  protec- 
tion, I  shall  be  the  first  to  ask  the  House 
to  revert  to  the  old  Tariff,  because  I  do 
not  beUe\'e  in  imposing  upon  the  users  of 
maclidnery,  any  more  thajt  of  any  odier 
a.rticle,  heavy  duties,  if  there  are  not  com- 
pensating advantages  for  those  emploj'ed. 
Although  I  am  a  theoretical  free-trader,  if, 
for  practical  purposes,  a  class  of  legislative 
machinery  is  provided  that  will  share  the 
benefits  all  round,  I  say  that  any  man 
who  does  not  wish  to  go  to  the  other  ex- 
treme should  readily  accept  it. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus.— Can  the  benefits 
W  shared  all  round? 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  believe  so.  I  com- 
mitted myself  to  that  six  or  eight  weeks 
ago. 

Mr.  Wilson. — How  would  the  honorable 
member  treat  the  case  of  the  consumer? 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  honorable  member 
J. ad  better  ask  the  Treasurer  that  question. 
1  am  not  responsible  for  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Will  the  honorable  mem- 
Ih'i  differentiate  between  the  different  kinds 
(li  machines?  Is  he  satisfied  with  para- 
graphs A  and  B  ? 

>tr.  WILKS. — I  am  satisfied  with  para- 
;^raph  A,  because  it  include.s  articles  for 
the  production  of  wliich  in  Australia  at 
present,  I  would  not  press,  but  the 
"  n.e.i."  part  covers  motive  power  m.T- 
chinery,  marine  boilers,  and  fittings,  steam 
winches,  and  other  machines,  which  surely 
any  engineering  establishment  in  Austra- 
lia can  jM-oduce.  I  wish  to  show  the  Com- 
mittee the  difficulties  which  the  Australian 
engineering  0rms  have  had  to  face  up  to 
the  present  I  will  probably  Le  twitted 
with  the  fact  that  there  is  an  engineering 
establishment  in  my  electorate.  There  are 
many  in  it.  Those  in  the  largest  are  not, 
and  never  have  been,  political  supporters 
-of  mine. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Thcv  will  be  after  to- 
<lay. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  do  not  know  about 
ibat.  They  arc  supporters  of  the  Labour 
Party. 

Mr.  Thomas. — The  honorable  member 
is  making  a  very  fair  bid  for  their  sup- 
port. 


Mr.  WILKS.— The  honorable  member 
will  do  the  same  for  the  support  of  men 
in  his  constituency  in  the  case  of  the  tinnier 

duties. 

Mr.  Thomas. — I  am  not  blaming  the 
honorable  member. 

Mr.  WILKS. — My  answer  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  Barrier  is  that  I  am  mak- 
ing a  ind  in  tbe  interests  of  thousands  of 
men,  whom  I  have  known  for  years,  and 
have  always  fought  politically,  but  who 
to-day  have  to  carry  a  heavy  burden  of 
taxatiCTi  upcwi  their  food  and  clothing.  It 
is  ail  up  with  the  free-traders  in  this 
House.  They  are  done  already,  so  far  as 
a  low  Tariff  is  concerned,  although  there 
are  some  items  which  I  thank  the  Com- 
mittee for  imposing  low  duties  upon,  or 
even  making  free.  Cotton  is  an  instance. 
But  in  tlus  case,  I  should  be  recreant  to 
my  trust  as  a  representative  of  mv  elec- 
torate, if  I  did  not  fight  for  those  men  to 
^  a  small  return  oat  of  the  Tariff,  see- 
ing that  in  other  directions,  under  the 
Tariff  they  have  to  carry  new  burdens. 
The  Treasurer  on  some  occasions  says 
that  this  House  is  free-trade,  and  on  others, 
that  it  is  protectionist.  I  hope  that  on  this 
occasion,  in  the  case  of  the  engineer- 
ing trade,  which  must  be  considered  the 
most  important  when  protection  is  being 
given,  in  view  of  the  great  return  from  it, 
he  will  find  that  this  is  a  protectionist 
House.  He  has  been  twitted  cm  manv  oc- 
tasions  with  the  fact  that  no  evidence  had 
been  gi\cn  lefore  the  Tariff  Commission 
regarding  industries  which  he  desired  to 
protect.  My  old  free-trade  friends  on  this 
side  of  the  chamber,  have  often  rightly 
asked,  "  Where  are  the  witnesses  who 
stated  that  increased  protection  was  re- 
quired? We  have  read  the  report  of  the 
Commission,  and  cannot  find  any  evidence 
from  them."  The  Treasurer  is,  in  this 
case,  in  the  very  happy  position  of  bdng 
able  to  say  that  witnesses  from  the  whole 
of  Australia  asked  for  an  increased  duty, 
and  stated  that  their  establishments  were 
falling  back  under  the  old  1 2|  per 
cent.  duty.  They  came,  not  from 
New  Sout^i  Wales  and  Victoria  alone, 
but  from  the  whole  of  Australia;  not 
singly  from  each  State,  but  in  groups ;  and 
not  only  master  manufacturers,  but  repre- 
sentatives of  the  various  iron  trades 
throughout  the  Commonwealth.  The  Com- 
mission had  a  splendid  opportunity  of  cross- 
examining  them,  and  cannot  say  that  the>- 
were  unable  to  come  to  any  conclusion  in 
this  case  for  want  of  information  and 
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eridenoe.  Any  one  who  reads  their  r^>ort 
oa  the  engineering  industries,  will  te 
astonished  at  the  amount  of  evidence,  and 
at  its  owwhelming  character.  There  is  one 
great  difficulty  whidi  the  engineering  e»- 
tablisfanaents  suffer  under  to-day  that  they 
did  not  have  to  face  a  few  years  ago.  Then 
they  did  not  have  the  competition  that 
they  have  now.  The  existing  onnpetition, 
strange  to  say,  is  caused  by  Australia's 
increased  export  trade  of  primary  pro- 
ducts. Vessels  now  take  enormous  cargoes 
of  oar  exports,  and  invite  what  is  called 
back  loading.  The  old  style  of  trade  be- 
tween the  United  Kingdom  and  Australia 
has  been  dianged.  In  those  days,  ships 
came  out  in  ^last  for  our  wool.  To- 
day they  leave  here  heavily  laden  with  our 
butter,  wool,  and  other  staple  products, 
and  are  able  to  bring  here  as  back  load- 
ing bulky  machinery,  particularly  motive 
power  machinery,  at  a  much  cheaper  rate 
than  tbey  did  a  few  years  back.  Another 
coDsideraticHi  is  that  the  vessels  diat  trade 
to  Australia  ^day  are  four  and  five  tiroes 
greater  in  tonnage  than  those  which  came 
here  tbeo.  Transit  and  frdgbtage 
have  become  cbe^^ier,  on  account  of  heavy 
cargoes  being  cuxied  in  large  bottoms. 
This  has  ptwed  a  serious  handicap  to  the 
engineering  industries  of  Australia.  In 
AustraKa,  owing,  ot  course,  to  the  assist- 
ance of  the  trades  unions,  the  men  em- 
ployed  in  engineering  receive  a  higher  rate 
of  wage  per  hour  than  is  paid  in  any  other 
part  of  the  world,  even  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Mr.  Mathews. — And  still  the  wages  are 
not  high  enongfa. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  quite  agree  with  the 
honorable  member. 

Mr.  Hughes. — I  think  the  wages  arc 
higher  in  America. 

Mr.  WTLKS.— Without  discriminating 
betweon  the  different  branches  of  the  trade. 
I  should  sav  that,  generally  speaking,  the 
wace  paid  here  is  is.  .^d.  per  hour. 

Mr.  Hughes. — T  think  that  fitters  in 
America  receive  a  higher  wage  than  that. 

Mr.  WILKS.— That  mav  be  so  in  the 
case  of  goods  of  verv  fine  finish,  ludi  as 
cutlery.  I  am  now  speaking,  however,  of 
heaw  marine  engines  and  so  forth,  in  re- 
spect of  which  our  greatest  ccmpetitor  is 
Great  Britain. 

Mr.  HtTGHES. — Some  of  the  fitters  in 
America  letjcive  3.50  6o\.  and  4  a 
day. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  wages  of  the 
locomotive  fitters  govern  the  whole  trade. 


Mr.  WILKS.— Not  the  branches  of  the 
trade  of  whidi  I  am  spei^king. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Yes;  the  whole  of  the 
engineering  trade. 

Mr.  Batchelob.— The  hours  are  longer 
in  America  and  England. 

Mr.  WILKS.— That  is  so;  and  k  is  of 
no  use  speaking  of  the  wages  in  America 
being  higher  by  zs.  a  day  ii  the  men  there 
work  two  hours  longer.  On  the  basis  of  an 
eight-hours  day,  1  repeat  that  the  waf;es 
here  are  higher,  generally  speaking,  than 
anjiwhere  else  in  the  world,  and  certainly 
higher  than  the  wages  paid  in  Great  Bri- 
tain and  on  the  continent  of  Europe.  An 
interested  witnas  before  the  Commission 
estimated  that  the  labour  cost  is  at  least 
87  per  cent,  higher  here  than  in  the  Old 
Country. 

Mr.  Fowler. — That  is  absolute  non 
sense  f 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  agree  with  the  honw 
able  member;  but  I  should  say  that  the. 
difference  is  certainly  40  per  cent. 
Mr.  Fowler. — That  is  not  sa 
Mr.  WILKS.— I  happen  to  know  that  it 

is. 

Mr.  Fowler. -  Not  over  all  the  trade. 

Mr.  WILKS.-The  honorable  membrr 
for  Perth  is  forptting  that  in  the  old  worhf 
piece  work  is  vae  rule,  whereas  in  Austra- 
lia there  is  a  fiioed  wage. 

Mr.  Hughes.— In  the  Old  Country  tht- 
wages  are  something  like  ,^6s.  a  week. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — And  here  thev  are 

Mr.  WILKS. — \o  doubt  instances  mav 
be  given  of  very  high  wages  being  earned 
00  piece  work,  but  that  system  has  never 
been  favorably  received  here  by  the  workers. 
We  ought  all,  I  am  sure,  to  be  proud  of 
that  extensive  establishment  known  as 
Mort's  Dock  aad  Engineering  Works,  which 
can  by  no  means  be  regarded  as  a  mush- 
room institution.  In  1900,  the  ccropanv 
paid,  in  round  figures,  49,000  in  wages, 
as  compared  with  ^£94,000  paid  in  the  vear 
1903.  That,  of  (xnirse,  is  a  very  serioiis 
reductiwi,  and  it  shows  tG"at  under  the  old 
Tariff  the  output  was  not  increased.  No 
man  regrets  that  fact  more  than  I  do ;  but 
in  order  to  put  die  case  fairlv.  I  mav  sav 
that,  in  my  opinion,  the  firm  has  suffered 
as  much  from  want  of  proper  administra- 
tion as  from  any  effects  <rf  the  Tariff.  Tlie 
best  prooi  of  that  statement  is  found  in 
the  fact  that  in  and  around  Port  Jackson, 
where,  a  few  years  ago,  there  was  onlv 
this  one  engineering  establishment,  there 
are  now,  T  am  pleased  to  say,  manv.  T 
have  no  desire  to  see  engineering  confined 


6640     gl]      Tafiff         [REPRESENTATIVES.]    {Manne  Engines,  dc). 


to  any  one  State ;  on  the  ccmtrary,  I  should 
like  to  see  the  engineering  industry  flourish- 
ing throughout  me  Commonwealth.  I  am 
putting  in  no  plea  on  behalf  of  this  large 
firm,  but  merely  stating  tfie  facts  in  order 
to  impress  honorable  members  who  earlier 
in  the  day  were  so  keenly  advocating  Tariff 
assistance  for  an  industry  which  emplovs 
only  twenty  men.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  in 
the  free-trade  days  of  New  South  Wales, 
Wort's  Dock  was  busier  than  it  is  to-dav. 

Mr.  Mathews. — There  were  more  ships 
arriving  Here  Uim. 

lU.  WILKS.— Exactly ;  and  the  busi- 
ness thus  lost  must  be  replaced  in  some 
way.  If  protectionists  are  showering 
favours  all  round,  some  assistance  (jurht 
certainly  to  be  rendered  to  the  engineering 
industry. .  In  the  case  of  vessels  built  in 
England  for  the  Australian  coastal  trade* 
the  engines  with  which  they  are  fitted 
yrere  admitted  duty  free  under  die  old 
Tariff.  Why  should  "the  Australian  en- 
.  gineering  industry  be  under  this  disability? 
This  is  tRe  very  class  of  machinery  with 
which  the  Australism  industry  has  to  com- 
l)ete ;  and  now  that  there  is  to  be  a  bonus 
on  irwi,  I  hope  to  see  a  bcmus  on  ship-build- 
ing. I  am  with  the  Treasurer  in  regard 
to  the  duty  that  he  proposes;  but  I  must 
point  out  that  Mr.  Franki,  the  manager 
of  Mort's  Dock,  when  before  the  Roval 
Commissicm,  said  that  if  there  were  no 
countervailing  duty  of  lo  per  cent,  on  an^le 
and  other  irwi,  he  would  be  satisfied  with 
n  protective  duty  of  25  per  cent.  After 
we  have  imposed  duties  representing  jf^o 
per  cent,  on  hats,  40  per  cent,  on  nails, 
and  40  per  cent,  on  woollens,  the  request 
made  on  behalf  of  a  permanent  institution 
like  Mort's  Dock  appears  to  me  a  very 
mild  one.  Of  course,  if  a  bonus  on  iron 
is  agreed  to,  the  difficulties  of  the  engineer- 
ing trade  here  will  be  to  a  great  extent 
minimised ;  but  I  hope  that  if  the  general 
Tariff  is  fixed  at  25  per  cent.,  that  will  not 
be  used  as  an  ai;gument  for  a  reduced 
duty  in  favour  of  the  Mother  Land. 
In  the  case  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  I 
have  availed  myself,  in  the  most  innocent 
manner,  of  that  cute  device.  But  I  do  not 
want  the  Committee,  on  this  occasion,  to 
follow  the  example,  because  I  believe  that 
a  protection  of  2^  per  cent,  in  this 
case  cannot  be  said  to  be  extorticmate. 
when  compared  with  the  duties  which 
have  been  imposed  on  other  items.  I 
intend  to  suppcHt  the  proposal  of  the 
Minister,  subject  to  the  aj^licatkm  of  tiie 


policy  of  new  protection.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  extend  to  our  engineering  finns 
high  rates  of  duty,  if  their  employ^  are 
not  to  share  in  the  protection  which  they 
themselves  recei\'e.  For  years  that  haia 
been  the  cause  of  my  strong  opposition  to 
the  policy  of  protection. 

Sir  John  Foerest. — Do  not  the  men 
receive  good  wages  in  these  establishments 
at  Sydney? 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  men  do  not  receive 
as  ^ood  wages  as  they  ought  to  get 

Sir  John  Forrest. — In  Western  Austra- 
lia they  receive  very  good  wages. 

Mr.  WILKS. — In  answer  to  question 
^45,55)  Mr.  Franki  said  that  the  value  of 
engines,  bnlers,  and  machinery  imported 
during  the  four  years  1900-3  into  New 
South  Wales  was  ;£2^4i  1,467,  equal  to 
about  ;£6oo,8oo  per  annum.  I  have  quoted 
the  fibres  in  regard  to  aae  State  in  order 
to  iHrmg  home  to  hoiOTable  waemhta  the 
vt^ume  of  the  impcMts.  In  asking  for  the 
Jmpcsition  of  these  duties,  I  am  not  in  the 
position  of  many  honorable  members  who 
have  voted  for  a  bounty  upcm  the  produc- 
ticm  of  rice  or  other  product.  There  is  no 
question  about  the  class  of  labour  which 
will  be  employed  in  the  «igineering  estab- 
lishments. I  trust  that  when  the  Govern- 
ment initiate  their  immigration  policy,  at 
an  ^penditure  of  ;^2oo,ooo  or  more,  the 
main  propcntion  of  the  immigrants  will  be 
drawn  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and  that 
the  greater  number  of  the  British  immi- 
grants will  be  m«i  engaged  in  the  engineer- 
ing and  kindred  trad^  Everything  points 
to  the  necessity  of  building  up  this  indus- 
try in  preference  to  all  others.  The  men 
who  are  employed  in  the  iron  trade  do  i>ot 
work  at  a  low  rate  of  wages,  but  rather  at 
a  high  standard,  and  certainly  thev  pro- 
duce articles  which  are  of  great  utility  to 
Australia.  I  admit  that  the  new  [voposal 
of  the  Minister  includes  some  articles,  such 
as  electrical  appliances,  which  it  may  not 
yet  pay  Australia  to  produce,  and  for  that 
reason  I  see  no  necessity  to  make  them 
dutiable.  I  believe  that  this  is  not,  by  a 
long  way,  the  last  that  we  shall  hear  of 
the  Tariff. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyme. — I  do  not  think  so. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  believe  that  if  the 
Treasurer  had  been  allowed  to  have  his 
own  way  from  the  start,  we  should  have 
found  that  the  Tariff  was  full  of  anoma- 
lies, and  even  if  we  accept  the  new  pro- 
posals he  has  submitted,  I  anticipate  that 
anomalies  will  hereafter  be/discpvieneds  It 
is  only  experience  t^^^wSlt  \dUiStjg(^  to 
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frame  the  Tariff  on  satisfactory  lines.  It 
seems  to  me  most  absurd  on  the  part  of  a 
public  man  to  say,  "  If  you  settle  the  fiscal 
issue,  it  is  settled  fas  all  time."  I  admit 
that  the  main  question  may  be  settled,  but 
practically  every  third  year  the  Tariff  will 
require  to  be  amended ;  the  particular  item 
before  the  Conmiittee,  if  adopted,  will  re- 
quire to  be  amended  at  the  end  of  that 
period.     I  shall  vote  with  the  Treasurer 

00  the  Items  to  which  I  have  referred.  I 
<Io  not  intend  to  deal  with  other  articles, 
such  as  traction  engines,  because  thev  come 
under  a  differoit  item.  I  do  not  think 
that  they  deserve  such  sttong  support 
as  do  some  of  the  items  to  which  I 
have  referred.  I  recognise,  sir,  that#the 
mere  fact  of  a  member  addressing  you  has 
very  little  influence  on  debate,  with  the 
exception  that  he  can  point  out  that  certain 
honorable  members  have  not  sound  grounds 
for  their  advocacy  of  an  item.  If  it  can 
be  shown  that  the  instituticxi  on  whose  be- 
half I  have  been  pleading  is  of  mushroom 
growth,  I  do  not  suppose  that  the  Conmiit- 
tee  will  extend  to  it  any  sympathy  or  sup- 
port. But  honorable  members  will  be  able 
to  estimate  its  value  when  I  quote  the  fol- 
lowing passage  from  the  report  of  the  pro- 
tectionist secti(Mi  of  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion;— 

The  representatiTes  of  Mort's  Dock  and  En- 
gtoeering  Company  alleged  that,  with  the  view 
of  giving  the  13^  per  cent.  Tariff  a  trial,  and  of 
instituting  a  comparison  between  .the  cost  of 
local  production  and  that  of  importation,  hit 
firm  had  during  tgoo  and  1904  built  several  sets 
of  engines  and  boilers,  aggregating  about  j£i8,ooo 
in  value,  but,  instead  of  profit,  there  had  been  a 
loss  of  alMut  j£2,ooo,  or  11  per  cent,  on  the  cost 
of  production. 

1  do  not  like  to  hear  of  that  loss,  sir,  but 
I  do  not  wish  the  CtHnraittee  to  be  in- 
fluenced that  fact  too  much,  as  it  may 
have  been  due  to  want  of  administration. 
We  certainly  are  confronted  with  this  posi- 
tion, that  fewer  men  are  emplc^ed 
in  engineering  establishments  in  Aus- 
tralia to-day  than  in  1809 ;  and,  so 
far  as  New  South  Wales  is  con- 
cerned, less  men  are  employed  to-day 
than  was  the  case  prior  to  Federation. 
That  should  appeal  to  every  one  who  has 
any  ctmsideratiOT  for  the  welfare  of  Aus- 
tralia. I  desire  to  give  an  illustration  of 
the  difficulties  against  which  local  manu- 
facturers have  to  CMitend.  Referring  to 
Mr.  Franki's  endence,  the  protectionist 
section  of  the  Tariff  Commission  said — 

As  an  iHuitratioa  of  the  difficulties  against 
which  local  manufacturers  cooteoded  he  men. 
ckned  ooe  case  where  his  firm  tendered  for  the 


construction  of  a  boat  of  about  1,700  tons  for  the 
Newcastle  trade.  His  oomRAy  was  pfepared  to  exe. 
cute  all  the  work  in  connexiou  wilb  the  hull, 
but  were,  he  alleged,  handicapped  to  the  extent 
of  about  ;£2o,ooo  at  the  outset.  The  work,  as  a 
whole,  was  estimated  to  be  worth  nearly  £yo,ooo, 
of  which  labour  represented  £23,000.  The  dif- 
ference between  labour  here  and  in  England 
would  be  about  12,000  in  favour  of  the  Tatter 
country.  About  £16,000  worth  oi  patented  ma- 
chinery woold  have  been  required,  the  freight 
and  cbaiges  on  which  would  total  £^,000.  ihe 
duty  CD  these  importations  would  be  about 
2,000,  and  on  the  framing,  &c.,  for  the 
ship,  which  would  have  to  be  imported,  an  addi- 
tional £2fiOO. 

The  report  is  lull  of  illustrations  respecting 
the  difficulties  or  anomalies  which  listed  in 
the  t^d  Tariff.  The  greatest  anomaly  was 
that  it  allowed  ship  fittings  to  come  in  duty 
free,  when  they  could  be  made  in  Austra- 
lia. I  shall  not  pursue  the  svibject  any  fur- 
ther, but  conclude  by  saying  that  I  intend 
to  vote  with  the  Government  for  the  impo- 
siticm  of  duties  of  30  and  25  per  cent,  re- 
spectively. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [9.19].— 
I  must  cCMigratuIate  the  Treasurer,  and 
whoever  was  responsible  for  the  re- 
arrangement of  these  items.  It  is  certainly 
a  more  scientific  arrangemenf  than  was  the 
original  one,  and  is  much  clearer.  But  I 
am  rather  afraid  that  it  may  tell  against 
the  desire  of  the  horrorable  gentleman,  l>e- 
cause  many  honorable  members  have  a 
special  kind  of  motive  power  or  special 
machinery  applicable  to  a  particular  in- 
dustrv  which  they  dsire  shall  be  admitted  at 
a  reduced  duty.  The  whole  of  the  speech 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Kalgoorlie 
was  devoted  to  showing  the  necessity  for  a 
reducticsi  in  the  duties  upcm  mining  ma- 
chinery. If  honorable  members  generally 
indorse  his  view,  the  Treasurer  must  re- 
cognise that  all  the  opponents  of  a  high 
duty  upon  any  particular  line  of  ma- 
chinery will  be  arrayed  against  him  for 
the  purpose  of  defeating  it. 

Mr.  Fowler. — Why  should  not  they? 
Does  the  honorable  member  advocate  the 
mutiiatiOT  of  the  Tariff  in  order  that  the 
Treasurer  may  gain  a  technical  advantage  ? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  am  merely 
pointing  out  that  whilst  the  grouping  of 
the  artKles  comprised  in  this  item  is  ex- 
ceedingly good,  if  the  Treasurer  had  de- 
sired to  bnng  about  a  defeat  of  his  own 
proposals  he  could  not  have  presented 
them  in  a  better  form. 

Mr.  Fowler. — For  cmce  he  is  sacrific- 
ing expediency  for  the  sake  of  principle. 
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Mr.  IBATCHELOR.— But  he  is  also 
sacrificing  '  the  duties  which  he  proposes. 
I  fear  that  the  effect  of  his  proposal  will 
be  that,  if  the  duty  upon  mining  ma- 
chinery is  reduced,  the  imposts  upon  all 
other  motive  power  and  madiinery  will 
also  be  reduced. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  BsowN. — Is  not  the  min- 
ing industry  entitled  to  as  much  considera- 
tion  as  is  the  wx}llen  industry? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  ask  the  honor- 
able member  if  that  statement  has  any- 
thing whatever  to  do  with  the  question? 
From  some  points  of  view  the  mining 
industry  may  be  entitled  to  special  treat- 
ment. '  The  whole  of  the  speedi  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Kalgoorlie  was  in 
ihat  strain. 

Mr.  Frazer. — All  the  articles  enume- 
rated in  this  item  were  previously  sub- 
jected to  a  duty  of  i2|  per  cent 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Yes,  and  it  prac- 
tically ruined  the  industry.  Whatever 
real  a^itaticMi  has  talcen  place  in  favour 
of  an  increased  Tariff  Ujfae  result  of  the 
ridiculously  low  duty  of^  12}  per  cent- 
which  we  imposed  upon  motive  power  and 
machinery.  As  ihe  result  of  the  present 
rearrangement  of  these  articles,  the  Trea- 
surer must  expect  to  be  placed  in  a 
diihculty.  I  am  informed  that  gas 
heaters,  flue-heated  economizers,  and  me- 
chanical stokers  can  be  manufactured  in 
Australia. 

Mr.  Spence. — Patent  rights  prevrat 
that 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  superheater 
is  a  very  simply-made  contrivance,  and  the 
iiame  remark  applies  to  flue-heated  econo- 
mizers. That  liie  latter  can  be  manufac- 
tured in  the  Commonwealth,  the  following 
letter  fr<^  Messrs.  White  and  Hosier, 
mining  and  general  agents,  at  Broken  Hill, 
ro  the  Austral  Otis  Engineering  Cconpany, 
MelbournCf  shows — 

Ke  eeonomiser.  I  thank  you  for  your  wire  of 
yesterday  in  replv  to  my  inquiry  for  a  Greenes, 
or  same  type  Economiser,  but  regret  that  I  was 
unable  to  ao  business  at  }'out  figure  as  against 
the  imported  quotation. 

That  document  demonstrates  that  the  old 
duty  was  insufficient  to  enable  the  Austral 
Otis  Engineering  Company  to  manufacture 
1  hese  economizers  at  a  sufficiently  low 
piice  to  enable  it  to  compete  successfully 
uith  the  imported  article. 

Mr.  Spence. — We  cannot  make  the  same 
machine  here. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— We  can  manu- 
facture the  same  type  of  madiine.  In 


most  of  these  machines  the  part  that  is 
patented  is  a  very  small  one.  The  balance 
is  made  locally.  la  considering  this  mat- 
ter, I  ask  hcciorable  members  to  divorce 
from  their  minds  the  idea  that  this  item 
refers  to  anything  other  than  motive 
power  engines  and  their  appliances. 
Seme  honorable  members  have  been  under 
a  misapprehension.  The  item  inclndes 
ordinary  engines  and  their  ap]diances.  It 
does  not  cover  machinery  generally.  Take 
a  mine.  This  item  covers  the  machinery 
that  would  usually  be  employed  in  the  en- 
gine nx>m,  but  all  the  other  machinery, 
outside,  comprising  nine-tenths  of  the  ma- 
chinery on  the  mine,  would  not  oome  under 
this  item  at  all. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Tt  would  not  include 

the  battery. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— It  would  include 
the  pumps,  but  not  any  of  the  articles 
mentimed  in  item  177.  Most  mining  ma- 
chinery would  come  under  item  164.  So 
that  we  are  not  dealing  with  much  of  the 
patented  machinery,  but  chieflv  with  steam, 
gas,  and  oil  engines  as  generally  tmders'ood. 
No  electrical  appliances  are  included.  So 
far  as  motive  power  goes,  the  engines  used 
on  mines  do  not  differ  materially  from  en- 
gines used  on  other  works.  Amcmest  other 
thiufts  that  would  be  included  are  boilers. 
Surelv  we  are  not  going  to  turn  oat  this 
Tariff  with  a  duty  of  15  per  oait.  on 
tioilers.  IF  so,  we  might  just  as  well 
-throw  the  Tariff  under  the  table  for  all 
the  value  it  will  be  to  the  producing  in- 
terests of  Australia.  In  regard  to  ar- 
ticles as  to  which  there  are  no  patent  rights 
and  no  special  diilicuttjes  in  construction, 
tliere  is  every  reason  for  hoping  that  we 
can  establish  a  successful  industry  by 
means  of  a  substantial  duty.  We  have  im- 
I>osed  large  duties  in  regard  to  man)-  in- 
dustries which  afford  very  little  emnlov- 
ment.  In  this  case  nearly  the  whole  cost 
U  labour  cost  Notwithstanding  the  de- 
nial of  the  honorable  member  for  Perth, 
we  must  not  forget  that  the  labour  cost  in 
Australia  is  very  much  greater  than  in 
Great  Britain.  In  regard  to  imslulled 
labour,  the  difference  may  not  be  \-ery 
great,  but  in  the  case  of  engine  fitters, 
boiler- makers,  pattern-makers,  and  black- 
smiths, whereas  the  wages  paid  in  Great 
Britain  run  from  about  36s.  to  38s.,  which 
are  the  recognised  imion  rates;  in  Australia 
the  standard  union  wage  is  60s.  a  week. 
So  that  there  is  a  differencenof  la^Mir  cost 
amounting  to  o\er  PStii'^pfe^y  beU/^-'^^iave 
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to  face  that  fact.  It  is  no  use  for  bonor- 
aUe  memben  to  think  that  a  sufficient  duty 
is  being  imposed  to  enable  the  industry  to 
fac  successfully  ccHidocted  unless  this  differ- 
eooe  in  labour  cost  be  takoi  into  account. 

Mx.  TiLiXY  Brown. — That  is  a  livel) 
thing  for  the  oonsuroei. 

Mr.  McWaxiAKS. — What  is  the  na- 
tml  protection  in  freight  and  charges? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— It  is  fairly  heavy. 
Bst  for  that  fact  there  vould  be  no  sudi 
industries  in  Australia  at  alt. 

Mr.  Fowler. — The  labour  cost  is  only 
about  one-third  the  value  of  the  product. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Not  in  the  line 
with  which  we  are  now  dealing.  In  regard 
to  very  many  of  these  motive  power  en- 
gines the  labonr  cost  is  very  much  hieber 
than  50  per  cent.  tA  the  total. 

Mr.  FowLEK. — ^That  can  only  be  in 
workshops  that  are  not  properly  equipped. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— We  have  to  take 
into  consideration  the  whole  cost  of  pro* 
duction,  included  in  which  is  the  cost  oS. 
labour. 

Mr.  Fowler. — These  articles  are  mostly 
made  by  machinery,  which  does  not  de- 
pend  on  men's  wages. 

Mr.  EATCH£LOR.~Even  in  regard 
to  machinery,  veiy  much  depends  upon  the 
wag»  paid  to  those  who  tend  the  ma- 
chines. 

Mr.  TiLLET  Brown. — If  we  make  ma- 
chinery very  expensive  we  lessen  the  oppor- 
timities  for  men  to  get  good  wages. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Of  course  if  we 
were  to  impose  such  taxation  that  indus- 
tries would  not  be  able  to  prosper,  and  ex- 
ternal competition  was  pre^'ented,  the  hai- 
(Vable  member  would  be  perfectly  right. 
Speaking  as  one  who  is  just  as  anxious  to 
see  that  the  producer  is  not  handicapped 
as  is  the  honorable  member,  I  point  out 
that  unless  the  duty  is  suffidentlv  high  to 
encourage  local  f^oduction,  there  will  be 
no  local  ocMnpetiti(Ht  with  the  imported  ar- 
ticle, and,  consequently,  the  foreigner  will 
put  up  his  price  far  bevond  what  it  would 
t>e  if  there  was  fntemat  competition. 
The  best  results  are  obtained  when  we  bring 
the  foreigner  and  the  local  manufacturer 
into  oompetitiffli.  This  industry  is  well 
worth  protecting,  so  that  we  mav  have 
healthy  local  competition  with  the  impcwted 
article.  Anything  like  a  reduction  to  15 
per  cent,  would  lead  to  a  repetition  of  the 
trouble  ve  have  experienced  in  regard  to 
Ae  manufactwe  of  iron  and  steel.  By 
making  such  an  amendraent,  we  should  dis- 
i^ard  the  mandate  which  prcrtectionists  in 


this  House  have  received  from  Australia,, 
and  deal  a  heavy  blow  at  one  of  the  best 
industries  that  we  could  {veserve. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
smer)  [9.41]. — I  should  like  the  Commit- 
tee to  agree  at  once  to  the  omission  of  the 
old  item  so  that  I  may  move  the  insertion 
of  the  proposed  new  item,  and  thus  afford 
the  Committee  a  better  opportunity  of  deal- 
ing with  the  Government  proposal. 

Item  negatived. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lvne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  following  new  item  be  inserted — 
"  Item  163.  On  and  after  vjth  November,  1907, 
Motive  Power  Machinerr  and  Applisncn  (except 
Electric),  via. : — 

(A)  Oaa  Producers ;  Flncheated  Eeooomisers ; 
Mechanical  Stokers  i  Steam  Traps  v 
Steam  Turbines;  Supeiheateis ;  Water 
purifiers,  ad  val,  (General  Tariff),  5 
per  cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  free. 
(•)  M.E.I.,  ad  val.  (General  TarifF],  30  per 
eenC;  (United  Kingdoiii>,'35  per  cent-'* 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [9.43].— I  do  not 
suppose  that  in  any  other  part  of  the  TariflF 
we  have  so  wide  a  drag-net  as  is  paragraph 
B  of  the  profwsed  new  item.  I  still  ad- 
hae  to  the  belief  that  it  is  necessarv  to 
specify  more  fully  than  has  been  done  the 
madiinery  and  appliances  that  are  to  come 
within  this  item,  and  then  to  allow 
n.e.i.,  to  stand. 

.  Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — That  would 
not  reduce  the  drag-net  effect  of  paragraph 

B. 

Mr.  KNOX. — But  the  Committee  would 
then  know  exactly  what  machines  and 
appliances  came  within  the  item.  Although 
before  the  honorable  member  for 
Bootbby  spoke,  most  hcxwrable  members 
were  inclined  to  think  that  this  item  ap- 
plied mote  particularly  to  motive  power 
madiinery  used  in  the  mininff  industry,  we 
must  recognise  that  it  will  affect  all  mdus- 
tries.  That  being  so,  the  Treasurer  might 
with  advantage  have  made  a  further  se- 
gregation of  the  item  by  differentiating  l)e- 
tween  mining  and  other  industrial  ma- 
chinery. I  hape^  at  a  later  stage  to  secure 
his  co-operation  in  a  proposal  to  differen- 
tiate between  electrical  machinery  and  ap- 
pliances and  other  machinery.  Although 
the  speech  made  by  the  honorable  member 
ias  Boothby  was  a  forcible  ant,  he  must 
recognise  that  those  who  address  themselves 
more  particularly  to  this  item  as  having  a 
special  bearing  upon  the  mining  industry 
are  justified  in  the  belief  that  in  xdatioa  to 
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other  parts  of  the  Tariff  as  have  other  in- 
dustries. This  is  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant items  in  the  Tariff.  It  is  estimated 
that  there  are  directly  engaged  in  the  min- 
ing industry  of  Australia  over  100,000 
men. 

Mr.  Spence. — Over  iz3,ooo. 

Mr.  KNOX. — I  quoted  round  numbers. 
It  is  said  that  there  are  dependent  upMi 
every  one  of  those  directly  employed  in  th*e 
mining  industry  at  least  five  others.  On 
that  computation,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
proposed    duties    directly    affect  about 
500,000  perscHis.     In  addition,  it  may  t>e 
pointed  out  that  nearly  every  person  in  Aus- 
tralia is  or  has  been  interested,  more  or 
less  directly,  i:i  some  mining  enterprise. 
The  honorable  member  for  Kalgoorlie  tc^d 
us  of  the  immense  amount  of  gold  which 
Australia  had  yielded ;  but  the  proposed 
duties  affect,  not  only  gold-mining  enter- 
prises, but  also  copper,  silver,  tin,  lead, 
and  other  mines.     Those  connected  with 
such  ventures  ask,  not  so  much  for  help, 
as  for  relief  from  unduly  heavy  burdens. 
The  timber  duties    and   other  propt^als 
which  will  come  before  us,  as  well  as  the 
duties  immediately  under  discussion,  press 
very  heavily  on  the  mining  community. 
H(HK>rable  members  have  said  that  they 
wish  to  see  all  the  machinery  used  in  Aus- 
tralia manufactured  locally.  I,  too,  should 
like  that  to  come  about.    But  those  who 
have  special  knowledge   know  that  there 
are  many  appliances,  protected  by  patents, 
or  manufactured  in  accordance  with  special 
methods,  in  Europe,  Great  Britun  and 
America,  which  cannot  be  made  here.  Our 
manufacturers,  given  a  regular  turn-out, 
and    no    labour    difficulties,    can  make 
ordinary  machinery  as  good  as  any  made 
elsewhere.    While  machinery  made  in  the 
older  manufacturing  countrws  may  have  a 
better  6nish  than  is  giwn  to  Australian  ma- 
chinery, OUT  wftfkmen  have  turned  out  mag- 
nificent machinery.     It  has  been  stud  that 
gold  has  a  fixed  value ;  but  that  is  not  true 
of  other  metals.     The  metal  market  is 
subject  to  great  fluctuations,  the  value  of 
our  output  being  determined  entirelv  by 
prices  abroad.     During  the  last  twelve  or 
eighteen  months  there  have  been  enormous 
increases  in  the  values  of  copper,  lead,  tin, 
and  other  metals ;  but  of  late  prices  have 
fallen  considernbly,  and  the  present  de- 
pression is  having  a  serious  effect  on  the 
mining  industry.     Therefore,  I  ask  the 
Committee,  while  giving  consideration  to 
local  manufacturers,   not  to  impose  too 
heavy  duties  on  mining;  requisites.  Let 


me  show  what  the  {voposed  duties 
on  machinery  mean  to  some  of  the 
larger  mining  enterprises.  I  am  in- 
formed the  Cobar  Company  has 
ordered  a  plant,  to  cost  j^yi,!!^,  on  which 
the  Custcxns  duty  will  be  the  enormous 
sum  of  ^£25,978)  the  higher  rates  of  the 
present  Tar^  being  respcmsible  for  an  in- 
crease of  jQijiOoo.  Sue  of  the  mtxe  im- 
portant Brokai  Hill  mines  have  been  af- 
fected to  the  extent  of  ^^33,581,  while  the' 
increase  in  the  duty  on  machinery  under 
order  to  the  Mount  Lyell  Company,  of 
Tasmania,  is  ;^4,o86.  The  Western  Aus- 
tralian Chamber  of  Commerce  has  infortaed 
me  that  the  new  Tariff  has  affected  the 
Kalgoorlie  mines  to  the  extent  of  over 
^£50,000.  The  Golden  Horseshoe  has 
ordered  a  new  compress(Y  upon  whidi,  on 
an  f.o.b.  cost  of  £5,651^  the  duty  will  be 
;^2,i75.  Then  the  Great  Fitzroy  mine, 
a  property  in  Queensland  which  has  re- 
cently been  developed,  will  have  to  pay  a 
duty  of  ;^657  on  a  compresscnr  ojsting 
£1,72$  f.o.b.  Although  excellent  com- 
pressors have  been  made  in  Australia,  those 
required  in  these  particular  instances  are 
of  a  special  class,  and  could  not  be  suc- 
cessfully made  here.  Surely  the  Minister, 
in  proposing  rates  of  30  and  25  per  cent. . 
wished  to  have  something  to  give  away  in 
expectation  of  reductions  being  moved,  t 
gave  notice  yesterday  of  my  intention  to 
ask  the  CcHumittee  to  agree  to  rates  of  20 
and  15  per  cent.,  but  I  am  only  too  glad 
that  the  htmorable  monber  for  Kalgoorlie 
has  moved  in  the  matter.  He  represents 
one  of  the  great  mining  centres  of  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  Fowler. — Of  the  world. 

Mr.  KNOX.— And  of  the  world.  Al- 
though the  Kal^rlie  mines  do  not  com- 
pare in  extent  with  the  great  Rand  mines* 
whose  reefs  run  through  many  miles  of 
country,  what  is  known  as  the  Golden 
Mile,  Kalgoorlie,  is  probably  the  richest 
area  of  that  extent  in  the  world.  The 
letters  "  n.e.i."  mean  so  much,  that 
I  venture  to  suggest  that  the  Treasurer 
would  do  well  to  consult  with  the  officers 
of  the  Department  upon  the  suggestion 
made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Booth- 
by,  that  while  some  industries  might  fairly 
be  expected  to  pay  a  higher  duty  for  their 
motive  power,  the  machinery  providing  the 
motive  power  required  in  the  mining  in- 
dustry might  be  admitted  at  a  lower  duty. 

Sir  William  I-yne. — Why  should  I 
make  special  pro^-i^^p^  |<Q^M(min!ng 
companies?  o 
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XI  r.  Fowler. — What  about  the  people 
who  are  dependoit  upcsi  the  industry  ? 

Mr.  KNOX.— I  have  tried  to  explain  to 
the  Treasurer  the  magnitude  and  import- 
ance of  the  mining  industry. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  might  explain  the  magnitude  of 
the  wealth  taken  out  of  this  country  by 
those  engaged  in  the  industrj'. 

Mr.  KNOX. — The  honorable  gentleman 
will  pennit  me  to  say  that,  whilst  we  very 
frequently  hear  of  the  profits  made  from 
mines,  very  little  is  heard  of  the  enormous- 
amount  of  money  contributed  week  by 
week  and  incxith  by  month  bv  mining  share- 
holders throughout  Australia  to  carry  on 
the  industry.      The  Treasurer  must  have 
scHne  knowledge  on  that  point.    He  has, 
no  doubt,  been  intenested  in  some  mining 
profierties,  and  I  am  sure  I  hope  that  his 
investments  in  that  direction  have  been  suc- 
cessful.   If  mining  were  reduced  to  an 
exact  science,   and  was  not  subject  to  so 
many  risks,  and  associated  with  so  many 
unfulfilled  expectations,  it  would  be  a  mar- 
vellous industry  in  which  to  invest  one's 
mone}-.      I    assure    the   Treasurer  that 
the  prizes  of  the  mining  industry  are  very 
few   inde^.     The  honorable  gentleman 
could  count  on  his  fingers  the  mining  pro- 
perties throughout  the  CcHiunonwealth  that 
are  at  the  present  time  paying  anything  like 
large  dividends  to  their  shareholders.  It 
is  true  that  there  is  an  enormous  number  of 
mines,  that  may  be  said  to  be  ewsting  l)e- 
tween  life  and  death,  in  connexion  with 
which  wages  are  being  paid  to  tho-jsands 
of  men,  and   to   which  shareholders  are 
regularly  attributing,  in  the  hope  of  ulti- 
mate advantage. 

Mr.  Thomas. — ^There  are  more  philan- 
thrc^nsts  in  the  mining  industry  than  in 
any  other. 

Mr.  KNOX.— The  honorable  member 
for  Barrier  speaks  with  amsiderable  know- 
ledge on  this  subject.  He  is  aware  of  the 
comfort  whidi  the  mining  industry  has 
brought  to  thousands  of  people  resident 
in  the  great  city  of  Brdcen  Hill,  which 
he  represents  in  this  House.  Hcmorable 
members  owe  the  pre8m»  of  the  honorable 
member  in  this  Chamber,  and  I  was  going 
to  say  my  presence  in  the  Chamber  also, 
to  the  existence  of  the  great  mines  in  that 
district.  May  I  hope  that  for  years  to 
come  the  possibilities  of  the  district  may 
be  considerably  improved,  and  the  hcmor- 
able  member  for  Barrier  be  here  to  repre- 
sent it  There  are  no  new  developments 
of  any  great  importance  in  the  mining  in- 


dustry of  the  Cfunmonwealth  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  and  those  who  control  mining 
operations  must  study  the  utmost  economy 
in  equipment  and  working  cost  in  order 
to  secure  success.  As  the  greater  depths 
are  reached  on  mining  fields,  we  have  to 
deal  with  refractorj-  sulphide  ores,  which 
refjuire  for  their  successful  treatment  ap- 
pliances included  in  these  items,  the  in- 
creased cost  of  which,  due  to  excessive 
duties,  might  represent  the  differwice  be- 
tween profit  and  loss. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  honorable 
member  proposes  a  distinction  between  min- 
ing and  otl^  machinery-.  In  the  case,  for 
instance,  of  an  imported  pump,  who  is  to 
know  in  what  industry  it  is  going  to  be 
used? 

M r.  K  \0X .  — The  honorable  member 
will  remember  that  when  we  were  dealing 
with  the  first  Tariff,  I  succeeded  in  in- 
ducing the  Committee  to  adopt  a  uniform 
rate  of  15  per  cent.  That  rate  was  sub- 
sequently altered  in  the  Senate,  and  a  com- 
promise was  arrived  at,  fixing  the  duty  at 
\2\  per  cent.  I  then  saw  the  difficulty 
to  which  my  honorable  friend  now  refers, 
as  well  as  the  desirableness  of  a  uniform 
rate  in  connexion  with  machinery.  I  was 
led  to  make  the  suggesti(»t  I  made  to-night, 
in  view  of  the  business-like  address  de- 
livered by  the  h<MX>rable  member  for  Booth- 
by,  who  pointed  out  that  while  the  Minis- 
ter, in  common  with  many  members  of  the 
Committee,  desired  to  see  subordinate  in- 
dustries assisted  under  the  Tariff,  the 
mining  industry,  in  view  of  the  disabilities 
and  difficulties  with  which  those  engaged  in 
it  have  to  contend,  is  unable  to  afford  to 
pay  high  duties  on  the  articles  included  in 
these  items. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  difficulty 
is  that  we  cannot  tell  the  destination  of 
much  of  this  machinery. 

Mr.  KXOX. — I  admit  that  the  hanox- 
able  member  for  North  Sydney  has  sug- 
gested a  practical  difficulty  which  did  not 
at  the  moment  occur  to  me,  or  possibly  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Boothby.  The  ques- 
tion is  whether  the  Committee  is  prepared 
to  deal  fairly  by  manufacturers  in  afford- 
ing them  some  additional  consideration 
under  the  .Tariff,  in  view  of  the  proposals 
made  to  attach  certain  conditions  requiring 
the  payment  of  sufficiently  high  wages  to 
the  workers  in  these  industries.  We  are 
entitled  under  those  new  conditions  to 
assume  that  the  old  duty  iyould  not  com- 
pensate for  the  new  C^gfiii^®|^0f^  up™ 
the  manufacturer. 
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Sir  William  Lvne. — ^What  additional 
duty  does  the  honorable  member  propose  to 
gixe  the  manufacturer? 

Mr.  KNOX.— 1  propose  duties  of  *o 
per  cent,  and  1 5  per  ceit. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Does  the  hcmorable 
member  call  an  increase  of  2^  per  cent, 
ample  ? 

Mr.  KNOX. — It  means  7^  per  cent.  I 
have  been  quite  frank  with  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  desire  to  indicate  to  them  the 
feeling  of  the  Committee  on  this  item,  so 
far  as  I  could  gauge  it.  The  Treasurer 
knows  that  I  have  suggested  this  as  a  fair 
and  reasonable  compromise. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyme. — Fair  compromise  ! 

Mr.  KNOX.— If  the  Treasurer  expects 
the  Committee  to  pass  the  high  duti^  which 
he  has  ixoposed,  in  connexioi  with  the 
mining  industry,  I  assure  him  that  if  I  am 
any  judge  of  the  feeling  of  the  Committee, 
he  is  very  much  mistaken.  I  urge  him  10 
tessen  the  duration  of  the  debate  by  accept- 
ing the  compromise. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — I  would  not  if  I 
stopped  here  for  fifty  years.  It  is  an 
absurd  prt^>06al. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN  (Indi)  [10.12].— 
I  presented  a  petition  this  morning  on  this 
very  subject.  The  honorable  member  for 
Kooyong  has  presented  the  facts  in  con- 
nexion with  the  larger  mining  companies  of 
the  Commonwealth.  My  petition  dealt 
with  a  van'  simple  companv  at  Stanley, 
which  employs  some  fifty  men,  and  has 
been  strugglinc;  ever  since  its  birth.  The 
company  could  not  get  a  thirty-horse  power 
portable  engine  here,  and  had  to  send  lo 
the  Old  Country  for  it.  It  has  just  come 
out,  and  a  25  per  cent,  dutv  means  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  £250  and  the  bursting' 
up  of  the  ctMnpany.  That  is  not  the  kind 
of  legislation  that  we  were  sent  here  to 
pass.  I  will  read  one  of  the  numerous 
letters  which  I  have  received — 

Beechworth.  20th  November,  igo/?. 
My  dear  Brown, — Kiodly  do  the  best  you  can 
foT  us  in  this  matter.  Wc  bave  been  stagger, 
ing  under  innunKriable  dif5cullies  from  the  start, 
and  there  have  been  six  calls  lately  in  quick  suc- 
cession. This  25  per  cent,  doty  tbreatcns  to  be 
a  cruibei.  How  can  it  be  for  the  good  of  the 
country  to  discournge  enterprise  and  to  throw 
fifty  men  out  of  employment? 

Certainly  there  is  a  Minister  at  the  table, 
but  the  Minister  who  should  be  attending  to 
these  matters  is  nearly  always  absent  when 
some  important  ptnnt  is  being  discussed. 

Mr.  HuiCK  Cook. — That  is  not  correct. 
He  sits  here  more  than  does  any  other 
Minister. 


Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN.— That  mav  he. 
but  honorable  members  are  asked  to  sit 
from  10.30  a.m.  until  all  hours  of  the 
night.  It  is  very  difficult  fur  a  irember 
to  do  his  dutv  under  these  circufnstances, 
especially  when  crushing  imposts  are  put 
on  nearly  every  industry  that  I  have  had 
any  connexion  with  since  I  have  been  in 
Victoria.  I  understand  that  the  Treasurer 
does  not  mean  even  to  consider  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  honorable  member  for  Koo^onj;. 
for  duties  of  20  per  cent,  and  1 5  per  cent. 
.Under  the  old  Tariff  the  duty  was  12J  per 
cent,  on  certain  machinery,  but  portable  and 
tracticm  eugijies  w^ere  free.  We  know 
that  they  cannot  be  made  here. 

Mr.  Mauger. — RubtHsh  I 

Mr.  Fairbairn. — They  are  not  in  this 
item. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN.— I  know  that, 
but  I  understand  that  a  general  discussion 
is  now  being  allowed  on  the  items  163. 
16$,  and  164,  which  the  Treasurer  proposes 
to  group  in  another  way.  The  honorable 
member  for  Kooyong  very  wisely  suggested 
that  instead  of  using  the  expresswn 
"  n.e.i.,"  which  is  a  dniig^  of  the  worst 
possible  character,  the  individual  articles 
should  be  specified.  I  desire  on  this  occa- 
sion to  place  upon  record  the  necessities  of 
the  small  mine  which  I  have  mentioned. 
To  my  knowledge,  there  are  hundreds  of 
mines  in  Victoria  in  a  similar  position.  I 
said  in  this  House  some  time  ago  that  cer- 
tain proposed  legislation  would  diminish 
mining  investment  in  this  country,  and  that 
that  diminution  would  mean  a  loss  of  em- 
ployment for  a  very  large  number  of  men. . 
Honorable  members  sitting  in  the  Minis- 
terial corner  were  *good  enou^  to  jeer  at 
the  observation,  and  to  sav  that  thev  had 
heard  it  befwe.  Thev  will  hear  it  still 
oftener  if  these  heavv  duties  are  to  be  put 
on  strugeling  industries.  The  mininc  in- 
terest made  this  country,  It  is  infinitely 
more  imptwtant  than  is  even  the  woollen 
interest,  to  which  we  have  given  a  duty  of 
something  like  40  per  cent.  We  hare  also 
given  large  protecticwi  to  the  hat  manufac- 
turers. Under  a  special  line  in  the  Tariff, 
a  rebate  of  the  full  dutv  paid  is  allowed  on 
**  machinery  and  parts  thereof,  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  fibrous  materials  and  felt, 
and  felt  hats,  when  installed  for  use  in  a 
woollen  mill  or  hat  factory."  If  those  in- 
dustries are  allowed  a  rebate  of  the  whole 
of  the  dutv  paid  on  their  machinery  when 
it   is  erected,    we   can   smAj  afford 
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that  that  would  gire  a  greater  impetus 
to  the    minii^    industry    than  would 
any  other  legislation  whidi  we  oould  pan. 
I  shall  be  prepaxed  00  the  next  item  to 
make  a  pn^>osal  by  which  some  of  the 
mooeyi  at  any  ra^  may  be  saved  to  the 
company  at  Stanley,  and  to  assist  the  boo- 
orable  meoiber  for  Kooyong  in  ledudng 
this  duty  within  reasooable  limits.  In 
the  old  days  the  late  Sir  Graham  Beiry, 
vbo  aver  aikd  over  again  rallied  his  party 
in  this  very  House  against  overwhelmiag 
odds,  told  the  fanners  of   Ballan  and 
Bacchus  Marsh  that  no  higher  duties  than 
10  per  cent,  would  ever  be  required,  and 
that  when  the  cities  had  accepted  the 
pcdicy  of  protectioD   he  would  see  that 
the  farmers  were  considered  in  this  con- 
nexion.   Well,  we  know  how  little  benefit 
tbe  fanners  have  received  from  protectioa 
In  the  amendnoent  which   I   have  fore- 
shadowed, I  hope  that  I  shall  do  some- 
thing to  assist  the  great  mining  interests 
of  Australia. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [10.22].— This 
may  be  called  the  minas*  "night-out," 
sedng  that  k»  many   special  pleas  have 
been  made  on  behalf  of  the  mining  in- 
dustry.   When  the  honorable  member  ftx 
Kooyong  was  speaking  I  asked,  by  way 
of  interjection,  why  any  difference  should 
be  made  between  mining  and  other  ma- 
chinery, and  he  promtsed  to  inform  me 
later.    It  is  true  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber explained  why  tbe  duty  should  be 
ledoced  in  the  case  of  mining  machinery, 
but  he  said  nothing  about  the  machinery 
lequired  for  other  industries.     No  cme 
denies  the  benefits  of  mining  to  Australia ; 
but  a  sindlaT  spedal  plea  could  be  made 
on  behalf  of  many  other  industries,  fcx 
instance,  saw-milling.    The  man  who  goes 
oat  into  the  back-Wocks,  and  there  pre- 
pares tbe  timber  for  sale  in  the  towns, 
performs  work  just  as  important  as  that 
in  any  other  industry  ;  and  I  could,  there- 
fore, urge  that  the  machinery  required  by 
him  is  necessary  to  the  well-being  of  the 
cotwnunity,  and  ought  not  to  be  unduly 
tixed.    The  Tariff  Commission  was  ap- 
pcMoted  with  tbe  object,  amongst  others, 
of  assisting  Hie  engineering  industry  out 
of  its  dimities.     In  Queensland  and 
other  places  tbe  indortry  was  found  to  be 
steering  very  much  owing  to  the  anomaly 
Patented  by  tbe  duties  on  the  raw  ma- 
toial  and  on  the  finished  article  Hun- 
dreds of  men  were  out  of  work,  and  it 
*as  considered  necessary  that  something 
^boald  be  done  to  place  tbe  industry  on 


a  sounder  footing.  There  may  be  a  re- 
docticxi  made  in  the  particular  duty  under 
discussion;  but  I  do  not  think  it  right 
that  a  distinction  should  be  made  betweoi 

industries.  There  are  many  mines  in 
my  electorate,  but  I  make  rK>  fecial  |rfea 
on  their  behalf. 

Mr,  W.  H.  Irvine. — Is  not  a  duty  of 
20  per  cent,  sufficient? 

Mr.  STORRER.— That  is  another  ques- 
tion ;  at  prenent  I  am  contending  t^t  mil 
industries  should  be  plaoed  oa  ^  same 
footing. 

Mr.  TnABT  Brown.— Does  not  mining 
take  pwcedence  of  all  those  mmor  in- 
dustxies? 

Mr.  STORRER,— I  think  not,  seeing 
that  I  have  heard  the  horwrable  member 
earnestly  advocatii^  the  claims  of  agricul- 
ture and  other  primary  industries. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan)  [10.75]. 
— I  am  very  loth  to  prolong  the  discus- 
sion, but  I  am  oompelled  to  do  so  at  this 
late  hour,  in  view  of  tbe  fact  that  the 
mining  industry  is  so  important  in  the  State 
oi  which  I  am  one  of  the  representatives. 
I  "am  altogether  opposed  to  the  duty  on 
mining  machinery  being  made  so  hi^  as 
Hx  Govemnent  propose;  and  I  do  not 
think  it  is  satisfactory  to  this  House  that 
tbe  Govenmient  hawe  |Hopased  sudi  high 
duties  when  they  are  willing  to  greatlv 
reduce  them  in  Committee.  The  Tariff 
should  have  been  fully  and  fairly  oon- 
sidered  beforehand.  The  Government  know 
the  difficulty  there  was  in  fixing  this  duty 
on  mining  machinery  in  1902,  when  the 
Government  proposed  a  dnty  of  25  per 
cent.,  and  Parliament  dedded  to  niake  it 
12}  per  cent. 

Mr.  M&tiGKX.— If  the  duty  had  been 
made  25  per  cent  it  would  have  been  a 
great  thing  for  Australia. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Mining  ma- 
chinery, especially  that  necessary  to  deal 
with  refractory  ores,  is,  in  many  cases,  not 
made  in  Australia,  and  many  kinds  of 
machinery  from  other  countries  are  pre- 
ferred by  those  who  have  to  work  it.  To 
obtain  gold  and  other  minerals  machinery 
is,  of  course,  necessary.  If  the  gold-fields 
were  all  alluvial  diggings,  and  men  oould 
work  without  machinery,  tlsere  would  be 
a  different  tale  to  tell;  but,  especially  in 
Western  Australia,  nearly  all  the  gold  is 
in  reefs,  and  much  scientific  knowledge  is 
necessary  for  its  extraction.  Machinery  is 
as  necessary  to  obtain  gold  from  ore  as 
are  the  tools  of  trade  of  any  artisan.  It 
it  generally  regarded  as  impolitic  to  tax 
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raw  materials  required  by  manufacturers; 
and  I  regard  the  machinery  neces- 
sary ior  the  treatment  of  refracted 
ores  as  really  the  rav  material  of  the 
industry.  Without  machinery  it  is  im- 
possible to  obtain  gold ;  and  it  does  not 
seem  to  me  to  be  wise  to  place  any  diffi- 
culties or  impediments  in  the  way  of  pro- 
curing the  necessary  machinery.  We  all 
desire  to  encourage  and  stimulate  manu- 
factures, which  afford  employment  for 
large  numbers  of  people,  who  are  ctxi- 
sumers;  and  we  desire  Australia  to  be 
self-contained  as  far  as  pjssible.  But  we 
must  be  careful  not  to  "  kill  the  goose 
that  lays  the  golden  egg."  We  must  be 
careful  that,  in  trying  to  help  one  indas- 
try,  we  do  not  injure  another.  I  am 
atraid,  however,  that  the  proposed  heavy 
taxation  on  this  necessary  adjunct — 
the  necessary  tool — of  gold-mining  will 
very  seriously  hamper  the  industry.  It 
is  not  every  mining  centre  which  is  suc- 
cessful. In  very  many  cases  mining  enter- 
prises are  unsuccessful.  Those  who  are 
speculative  and  enterprising  embark  upwi 
gold  mining  because  of  a  great  re- 
ward whidi  may  be  in  store  for  them; 
but  a  great  many  of  them  lose  their 
mcmey.  It  is  not  right  to  say  to 
an  enterprising  man  who  desires  to  embark 
on  this  speculative  trork  which,  if  success- 
ful, has  such  great  result  to  the  country 
and  himself,  "The  materials  by  which 
alone  you  can  win  this  reward  foe 
yourself  and  your  country,  shall  be  taxed, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  your  venture 
may  be  unsuccessful."  That,  X  think,  is 
not  defensible.  I  do  not  advocate  it,  but 
I  think  it  would  be  more  reasonable 
to  place  a  tax  on  the  product  obtained, 
rather  than  put  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
obtaining  it.  Very  many  of  those  who  em- 
bark on  gold  mining  get  nothing;  while 
others  are  very  successful.  Those  who  ret 
nothing  have  not  only  lost  their  capital,  but 
have  also  had  to  contribute  large  sums  to  the 
revenue,  whereas  the  successful  ones  have 
not  perhaps  had  to  pay  more  to  the  re- 
venue. I  think  that  to  impose  a  burden 
on  a  great  industry  is  a  suicidal  policy. 
Why  should  those  nho  embark  cm  gold 
mining  and  mining  generally,  have  burdras 
placed  upon  their  industry  for  the  benefit 
of  another  class  of  persons  who  have  the 
same  object  in  view,  viz.,  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  country?  After  all,  mining 
is  to  a  very  large  extent  a  wages  Question ; 
it  is  ai  workers'  question,  as  five-sixths  of 
the  value  of  the  gold  obtained  is  paid  away 

Sir  John  Forrest, 


in  wages  and  other  local  expoises. 
Those  who  mbark  on  mining,  whether 
they  are  successful  or  not,  employ 
ait  immense  amount   of    labour.  Those 

who     are     unsuccessful,     equally  with 
those  who  are  successful,  are  employers, 
and  we  know  that  in  any  case  the  emplo}-^ 
have  to  be  paid.     If  honorable  members 
place  extra  burdens  on  the  mining  tools, 
for  that  is  what  they  are,  they  will  prevent 
prospecting  and  check  enterfMise.  Gold 
mining  and  nuning  genially  is  a  splendid 
industry,  because  it  helps  every  one,  and 
does  no  one  else  any  injury.    Many  indus- 
tries are,  in  a  way,  in  competition  with 
other  industries ;  but  that  is  not  so  with  the 
mining  industr)'.    It  helps  every  other  in- 
dustry, and  injures  none.    Take,  for  in- 
stance, the  Kalgoorlie,  Broken  Hill,  and 
Murchison  fields.    At  tme  tirhe,  these  were 
uninhabited  wildernesses,  but  now,  owin^^  to 
the  mining  industry,  they  are  great  hit-es 
of  industry,  supporting  large  populations, 
and  affording  excellent  markets  f<x  all  the 
producers  of  Australia.  If  it  were  proposed 
to  tax  only  those  who  are  making  a  profit 
out  of  the  industry,  there  might  be  a  little 
more  sense  in  the  proposal.    But  it  is  pro- 
posed to  tax  those  who  are  unsuccessful, 
those  who  are  struggling,  and  those  who 
are  losing  their  mcmey  equally  with  those 
who  are  successful.    I  do  not  see  why  any 
other  industry  should  be  treated  in  a  better 
manner  than  the  mining  industry.    In  this 
Tariff,  we  see  proposals  for  remitting  taxa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  woollen  and  hat  in- 
dustries, but  no  proposal  to  do  the  same 
thing  in  regard  to  the  mining  industry. 
Does  any  one  dare  say  that  the  hat  industry 
is  as  important  to  Australia  as  is  the  min- 
ing   industry  ?      There    is    no  reason 
why  any  industry — I  do  not  care  what 
it    is  —  should     be     treated     in  a 
better  or  more  liberal  manner  than  the 
great   mining    industry.     I    think  that 
honorable  members  will  do  a  great  wrong 
if    they    hamper    the    mining  industry. 
I    hope    that    this    desire     to  zsdst 
one    section    of    the   community,  and 
not  the  most  important  section  either,  at 
the  expense  of  a  far  more  important  in- 
dustry will  be  unsuccessful.    I  would  vote 
for  the  duty  as  it  is  now  if  I  had  the  op- 
portunitv,  but  I  shall  certainly  vote  fen-  the 
prc^x»al  which  was  outlined  by  the  tionor- 
able  member  iot  Kooyong,  and  I  think  that 
even  then  we  will  have  placed  a  far  largo^ 
burden  on  this  m^^  i@^f^l^ustry 
than  is  justifiable.  o 
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Mr.     KING     O'MALLEY  (Darwin) 
[10.38]. — It  is  \'ery  strange  to  hear  hon- 
orable  members  pleading  so  hard  for  the 
poor   miner.    'I    represent    the  greatest 
mining  district  on  this  earth. 
Sir  John  Fomest. — Ncmsense. 
Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  represent  a 
district  which  is  permanent.    Year  by  >ear 
the  populatiwi  increases,  the  product  in- 
creases, and  the  power  of  intelligence  in- 
creases.  They  are  the  most  intellectual 
people  on  this  earth  else  they  would  not 
\ast  vt^ed  for  me  to  represent  them.  I 
have  faith  in  the  young  Australian.  H<m- 
orable  members  who  sit  in  opposition  have 
ni>  futh  in  this  country.    In  their  opinion 
things  can  be  made  splendidly  everywhere 
except  in  Australia.     They  love  to  wear 
and  use  goods  which  have  been  made  out 
of  Australia.    I  am  piakin^  this  remark  in 
the  best  spirit  of  Christianity.    A  number 
of  free-trade  miners  have  come  to  me  and 
ur^  me  to  vote  for  the  imposition  of 
hi^  duties  so  that  their  sons  may  have 
^  chance  of  getting  sCMnething  else  to  do 
than  engage  in  mining.   Many  and  many  a 
time  I  have  heard  the  Honorable  Frank 
Huid,  of  Toledo,  pleading  at  Washington 
f«  free-trade,  and  saying,  "  You  cannot 
mafe  this  or  that  in  Aircrica."    I  have 
often    heard     the     Honorable  William 
McKinie)-  say:  "Give  us  a  chance."  I 
have  also  heard  Garfield  say  :  "  Give  us  a 
rhance."    Honorable  members  have  never 
given  the  Australians  a  chance  to  prove 
what  thev  can  do.    How  can  the  chan(%  be 
secured  if  tbey  do  not  taJce  sane  step  to 
stimulate  industries,  and  give  encourage- 
nent  to  pec^le   to  invest  their  capital 
in  the   development    of  manufactures. 
I  derire  to  encourage  Australians  to  aspire 
to  be  something  more  than  "  hewers  of 
wood  and  drawers  of  water."   The  primary 
producer  requires  to  possess  no  very  great 
"Qount  of  intellect.     He  has  merely  to 
sow  the  seed  and  Nature  does  the  rest. 
Before  Whitney  invented  the  cotton  gin  in 
the  southern  Sutes  of  America,  cotton  was 
vaiuelMs  there.    Yet  a  blackfellow  was 
prodiidng  it— he  was  the  primary  producer. 
The  CHAIRMAN.— Order. 
Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  think  that 
n>y  nmarks  are  germane  to  the  questi(Hi. 
A*  »on  as  the  cotton  gin  was  invented, 
*^°*ton  became  an  article  of  great  com- 
"Krdal  value.    In  exactly  the  same  way 
we  cannot  expect  capiuUsts  to  invest  their 
•joney  in  industrial  enterprises  if  we  offer 
no  enoouragcmeiit.    Some  honorable 


members  have  said  that  the  mining  com- 
panies in  Australia  send  their  wders  for 
machinery  to  Europe.  But  do  they  adopt 
that  course  because  we  cannot  manufacture 
it  in  the  Commoawealtfa  ?  Why  is  it  tiiat 
orders  for  mining  machinery  are  10  fre- 
quently sent  to  Eurc^?  It  is  sknplv  be- 
cause the  mining  managers  wish  to  get 
commissicKi  upon  the  ordos. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — ^That  is  not  a  fair 
statement  to  make- 
Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.—The  honor- 
able member  is  very  green  in  politics.  He 
is  in  his  swaddling  clothes.  I  know  a 
little  more  than  he  does  about  this  ques- 
tion of  commission.  When  I  was  in  West- 
em  Australia  a  few  years  ago.  mining 
managers  repeatedly  told  me  that  they 
would  place  their  orders  for  machinery 
with  Australian  numufacturers  but  for  tlw 
fact  that  they  could  obtain  a  higher  com- 
mission elsewhere. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Give  us  a  single  instance. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.—The  honor- 
able member  for  Fremantle  is  also  green 
in  politics.  I  am  speaking  of  a  matter 
of  whidi  I  have  aljsolute  luiowledge.  I 
have  no  objection  to  the  payment  of  com- 
mission upcxi  orders.  The  practice  is  as- 
sociated with  almost  every  buriness  enter- 
prise in  Australia.  But  I  do  hope  that 
the  Treasurer  will  stick  to  his  gmw  and 
thus  afford  our  Australian  industries — and 
the  ircm  industry  in  particular — a  diance 
of  proving  that  they  are  able  to  manufac- 
tujre  the  best  madiinery  in  the  world.  Why 
should  they  not  do  so,  seeing  that  we  hav* 
the  best  managjerial  talent  available?  i 
suppose  that  I  own  one  of  the  Uggest 
antimony  mines  in  die  world,  and  I 
shortly  to  erect  upon  it  maAinery  made  in 
Australia. 

Mr.  Hedges. — ^Where  is  it  situated. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— Its  name  is 
the  "  Grizzly  Anaccmda."  I  have  more 
faith  in  this  country  and  its  resources  than 
have  many  persons  who  were  bom  here. 
Some  honorable  members  who  are  possessed 
of  affluence,  have  been  singularly  blessed 
in  Australia.  In  short,  it  is  a  country 
which  they  ought  never  to  forget. 

Mr.  Foster. — ^They  have  not  seei  other 
countries,  and  consequently  do  not  appre- 
ciate how  good  a  plade  Australia  is. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  trust  that 
the  Treasurer  will  adhere  to  his  proposals. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Dariing)  [10.47].— I 
think  that  the  Treasurer  has  acted  wisely 
in  remodelling  this  portion  of  the  Tariff. 
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But,  to  my  mind,  he  has  not  gone  far 
enough  in  the  direction  of  making  a  num- 
ber of  articles  dutiable  under  the  general 
Tariff  at  5  per  cent.,  and,  admitting  them 
free  wider  the  Tariff  for  the  United 
Kingdom.  So  far  as  the  engineering  in- 
dustry is  coDoemed,  I  maintain  that  its 
chief  requiroaait  is  a  market  for  its 
manufactures.  That  market  is  provided 
hy  other  manufacturing  industries,  which 
need  to  employ  machinery,  and  by  the  big 
field  of  mining  enterprise.  If  we  study 
the  interests  of  all  these  industries,  we 
shall  be  doing  the  right  thing.  The  old 
Victorian  Tariff,  despite  the  operation  of 
heavy  protective  duti^,  and  a  Wg  free 
list,  yielded  a  large  revenue.  One  of  the 
difficulties  dhont  an  n.e.l  item  is  this: 
When  we  are  framing  a  Tariff,  we  place  a 
number  of  articles  in  the  free  list.  But 
if,  in  the  course  of  years,  fresh  inven- 
tions are  made  in  other  parts-of  the  world, 
and  they  are  necessary  for  the  mining  in- 
dustry, they  are  ccunpelled  on  being  im- 
ported to  pav  duty  at  the  n.e.i.  rate.  That 
is  one  of  the  ways  in  which  the  mining 
and  other  industries  are  tmnecessarilv  han- 
dicapped. It  ought  to  be  possible  to  make 
an  arranciement  to  prevent  that  kind  of 
thing,  without  injuring  the  protectionist 
policy  of  the  countrv.  This  is,  without 
intending  to  l-e.  distinctly  a  revenue. item. 
We  have  in  varioiis  parts  of  the  Com  men - 
wealth,  notablv  in  New  South  Wales,  a 
considerable  number  of  mines  in  which, 
though  the  formations  are  large,  the  ores 
are  of  a  very  low  grade.  When  machinerv 
is  invented  that  enables  these  low-grade 
ores  to  be  profitably  treated,  the  result  is 
to  create  a  market  for  numbers  oi  peonle 
who  are  not  connected  with  mining  at  all. 
Ac  Cobar,  ^£50,000  ner  annum  is  paid  by- 
one  company  for  ordinary  supplies  to  its 
mine.  It  employs  700  men.  all  of  whose 
wants  have  to  be  attended  ta  In  this  way 
minmg  creates  a  market  lot  numbers  of 
other  industries.  Consequently,  whatever 
can  be  done  to  assist  In  its  development  is 
beAelici.i[  to  the  whole  rountrv.  We  have 
A  f0oi\  deal  of  inv^^-niive  talent  in  the 
Comm'unvt-altlis  but  the  world  is  larger 
tli:iij  Australia,  anil  in  the  United 
States  of  rica,  and  other  countries, 
busy  b  r  a  i  ns  a  re  constantly  devising 
i  mprov^ Clients  in  the  handling  of  large 
.^fdies  of  ore.  Fn'-h  processes  and 
(M^Mdinbinery  are  patF-n:  U  and  these  can- 
\  naade  in  Australia.  _It  is  not 
nft  of  aildtig  for  favtxirs,  but  of 
BHarity  taxiitf;  an  industry  that 


is  important  to  very  many  other  industries. 
It  is  extraordinary  to  me  that  some  honcw- 
able  members  will  insist  (Xi  looking  at  this 
matter  solely  from  an  engineer's  point  of 
riew.  I  never  heard  of  an  engineering 
manager  who  would  admit  that  he  could 
not  make  anvthit^.  Honorable  mead>ers 
have  seen  some  correspondence  which  has 
taken  place  between  the  manager  of  the 
('obar  Copper  Mine  and  the  manager  of 
the  Otis  Engineering  Company,  a  very  fine 
firm  that  has  dfflie  extremely  good  work. 
Mi.  Blakemore  challenged  the  manager  of 
the  Otis  Company  to  say  that  he  could 
make  a  particular  machine.  If  honorable 
members  look  at  the  reply,  they  will  see 
that  the  Otis  Company's  manager  practi- 
cally admitted  that  he  could  not  make  that 
machine.  He  said;  "If  the  plans  are 
supplied  to  us,  we  can  make  it."  But  what 
is  the  fact?  The  machine  in  qoestioo  is 
made  in  the  United  States  of  Amerioi.  I 
am  assured  perstmallv  by  Mr.  Blakemore 
that  when  the  c(»npany  bought  the  machine 
it  tried  to  get  the  plans,  but  the  American 
lirm  wanted  j^soo  for  copies  of  them.  So 
that  it  is  very  easy  to  say :  "  We  will  make 
this  machine  if  you  give  us  the  plans," 
when  the  plans  cannot  be  procured  except 
at  a  prohibitive  price.  These  are  facts 
that  cannot  be  overlooked.  The  question 
of  making  many  of  these  machines  is 
simplv  one  of  money.  The  shareholders  of 
minmg  ccmpanies  will  not  permit  their 
monev  to  be  wasted.  Hence  it  is  that  a 
considerable  number  of  items  ought  to  be 
put  upon  the  free  list.  There  is  one  ma- 
chine in  paxticuiar,  the  Babcock  and  Wil- 
cox tubular  boiler,  which  ^ould  be  pat 
upcm  the  free  list.  The  Otis  Company  say 
that  these  boilers  can  be  made  here,  and 
it  is  urged  that  if  the  duty  were  sufficiently 
high,  the  patentees  would  make  them  here. 
But  that  is  a  speculative  thing.  It  would 
be  an  excellent  thing  if  the  Baboock  and 
Wilcox  patentees  would  do  their  work  in 
Australia,  but,  in  the  meantime,  thc^ 
Ixnlers  are  required  for  mining  and  other 
purposes.  I  am  opposed  to  putting  a  tax 
unnecessarily  up(»i  industries.  When  mat- 
ters affecting  city  firms  have  cropped  up.  it 
has  been  noticeable  how  much  cmsidera- 
ti<»i  has  been  given  to  their  raw 
material,  but  hcxiorable  members  do 
not  seem  to  be  disposed  to  pay  so 
much  attention  to  the  machinery  of 
our  mining  industry,  which  stands  in 
the  same  relation  to  it  as  does  raw 
material  to  many  of  our  citp^i&stries. 
Mining  is  yielding  ;^34,ooo,ooo  a  ve.ir  to 
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this  country.      An   immense   cumber  of 
mioes  employ  labour,  and  get  little  or  no 
return.     it  is  an  industry  that  devel(^ 
tbe  country.    If  our  Northern  Territorv  is 
det-eloped,  we  shall    have  to  encxxira((e 
mining   there.    Let   us  have  a  scientific 
Tiriff,  under  which  those  goods  which  can 
be  made  in  Australia  will  be  protected, 
whilst  those  which  canned  be  made  here 
will  be  put  upon  the  free  list.     I  am 
utterly  opposed  to  industries  being  need- 
lessly taxed.    There  are  certain  kinds  of 
■nadiino'v  that  are  made  perhaps  by  only 
one  firm  in  the  world.    It  would  not  pay 
to  make  them  here.     It  does  not  pay  to 
make   in    Australia   a    machine  which, 
perhaps,  is  only  required  by   one  mine. 
Tbe  question  is  whether  it  is  reastmable  to 
eipect  certain  lines  to  be  made  here.  I 
wkh  to  impress  upon  honorable  members 
tbe  fact  that  instead  of  endeavouring  to 
make  it  possible  for  engineering  firms  to 
manufactOFe  machinery  required  only  in 
eiceptional  cases,  we  should  seek  to  en- 
ooura^  the  development  of  other  industries 
that  provide  a  market  for  their  general 
manufactures  and  wilt  keep  them  going. 
The  honorable  member  for  Koovcmg  has  re 
ferred  to  the  imports  of  the  Great  Cobar 
Company,  an<l  some  honorable  members 
have  said  that  since  it  is  an  English  cor- 
poratim  if  is  more  likely  than  are  local 
companies  to  import  its  mKhinery.  The 
manager  of  the  Otis  Engineering  Ctxnpany, 
in  a  letter  addressed  to  honcMable  members, 
hu  asserted  that  some  mining  managers 
select  from  catalogues  the  machinerv  they 
require.     The  suggestion  that  machinery  is 
selected  at  random  in  this  way  shows  that 
the  gentleman  in  question  knows  wry  little 
about  mining.      The  mine  manager  who 
adopted  such  tactics  would  not  long  retain 
his  position.     Mining  managers  and  mine 
engineers,  before  placing  an  order  for  a 
machine,  know  ecactly  what  it  is  capable  of 
doing.    Tiu  great  English  companies  have 
inspectors,  wtK>  travel  all  over  the  wcrhl 
and  examine  every  new  mining  invention 
Aat  is  likely  to  be  useful  in  the  develop- 
ment of  their  property.     They  are  never 
influenoed  by   mere  ex  forte  statements. 
Many  of  our  mining  propositions  to-day — ■ 
and  more  especially  those  employing  the 
most  labour — work  on  a  very  narrow  mar- 
lb  of  profit,  and  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
lor  tlwm    to    use  the  most  up-to-date 
■nachtnery.      It  has  been  stated  that  sub- 
stitutes for  patents  are  often  employed ; 
but,  u  a  matter  oi  fact,  tbe  sales  of  a  ma- 
diioe  are  in  many  instances  due  largely 


to  a  new  patent  that  has  been  at- 
tached to  it,  and  substitutes  are  gen- 
erally inferior.  The  Treasurer  is  on 
the  right  track  so  far  as  the  general  fram- 
ing of  the  item  is  concerned,  but  we  should 
enlarge  the  scope  of  paragraph  a.  Later 
items  covering  machines  and  machinery  are 
unlimited  in  their  scope,  and  I  think  the 
mining  industry  should  be  taxed  as 
lightly  as  possible.  As  has  been  iaid, 
we  cannot  protect  tbe  mirm;  we 
cannot  control  the  prices  of  metals. 
Unfortunately,  the  prices  of  many  metals 
have  fallen,  and  a  number  of  mines  have 
been  shut  down.  In  my  own  electorate, 
the  Nymagee  Ccmpany  is  leaving  un- 
touched a  great  field  of  low  grade  ore,  be- 
cause in  present  circumstances  it  does  not 
pay  to  work  it.  It  is  simply  picking  out 
the  higher  grade  ores,  but  if  it  had  railway 
communication,  it  would  wwk  a  larger  area 
and,  with  improved  ihachinery,  would  treat 
ore  that  is  now  being  passed  wer.  A  higli 
duty  on  mining  machinery  would  prevent 
the  working  of  low  grade  propositions,  and 
the  engineering  industry  would  be  deprived 
of  many  orders  that  it  would  otherwise  re- 
ceive. I  know  somethine  of  the  mining 
industry,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  mining  managers  prefer,  if  possible, 
to  cAtain  their  machinerv  in  Australia,  since- 
they  can  have  it  made  under  their  own  \wt- 
sonal  supervision.  I  have  known  imnortpfl 
high-nrical  ensint^s  on  arrival  to  he  found 
unsuitable.  Experiences  of  that  kind 
have  caused  most  mining  managers  to  f^n- 
deavour,  as  far  as  possible,  to  obtain  th'-ir 
machinery  locally.  I  think  that  it  wouM 
be  well  to  add  to  paragraph  a  Bab"ock  and 
Wilcox  tubular  boilers — the  evidence  is  that 
they  are  not  made  here — and  the  Conners- 
ville  blower,  which  is  patented.  With  those 
additions,  the  paragraph,  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  micht  be  allowed  to  pass.  T 
wish  the  tax  on  the  mining  industry  to 
as  lig+it  as  possible  consistent  with  our  de- 
sire that  the  engineerinT  industry  shall  be 
so  protected  that  it  will  be  able  to  make 
most  of  the  m.ichinerv  that  we  require. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Gre>)  [ir.g].— I  hope 
that  the  Treasurer  will  agree  to  progress 
being  reported. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No.  If  we  do  not 
carry  this  item  to-night,  there  will  be  no 
dutv  on  machines  and  machinery  of  this 
kind. 

Mr.  Tudor. — We  can  put  it  on  again. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — The"  Denailmeiit 
cannot  hold  anything'sfi^v  SaJi6H?@  "fioint 
is  that  we  have  done  nothing  to-day. 
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Mr.  Wilson. — We  have  sat  from  ii 
a.m.  till  II  p.m. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — But  we  must  make 
a  fair  advance.  We  have  had  nothing  but 
talk  to-dav. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  do  not  wish  to  put 
the  Treasurer  in  an  awkward  position  by 
leaving  the  blank  unfilled  to-night. 

Sir  John  Quick. — But  the  old  resolu- 
tion is  still  in  force. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — No,  it  has  bieen 
struck  out.  ' 

Mr.  POYNTON.— While  there  i&  some- 
thing to  be  said  for  the  hew  proposals 
submitted  by  the  Government,  inasmuch  as 
they  reduce  the  rates  of  duty  on  same  ma- 
chinery, I  take  great  exception  to  a  drag- 
net arrangement  such  that  in  paragraph 
B,  whereby  everything  not  specifically  men- 
tioned is  dutiable  as  n.e.i.  This  classifica- 
tion, while  probably  extremely  convenient 
to  the  Customs  House  authorities,  is  very 
dangerous'to  the  public  interest.  It  means 
that  ever%thing  for  which  we  do  not  sped- 
ficallv  provide,  including  new  processes 
and  inventions,  is  to  be  dutiable  at  high 
rates.  In  the  district  which  I  represent 
there  are  miles  of  and  country,  containing 
large  quantities  of  low-grade  ores.  This 
country  is  useless  for  pastoral  or  agricul- 
tural purposes,  its  future  depending  upon 
its  mining  possibilities ;  and  its  ore  re- 
serves cannot  be  exploited  profitably  except 
by  the  use  of  the  most  up-to-date  machi- 
nery. When  3  per  cent,  ores  have  to  be 
dealt  with,  nothing  but  the  best  machinery 
and  the  most  economical  processes  will 
make  operations  profitable.  At  the  pre- 
sent time  the  Brt>ken  Hill  mines  are  getting 
fairly  good  prices  for  their  metals ;  but  if 
there  were  a  fall  in  lead,  many  of  the  pro- 
.  perties  there  could  not  continue  to  be 
worked  unless  every  effort  were  made  to  re- 
duce the  oost  of  production,  and  that  can 
be  reduced  only  by  employing  the  latest 
machinery,  or  by  cutting  down  wages.  We 
.have  heard  about  the  16,000  men  interested 
in  the  engineering  trade  whom  these  duties 
will  benefit;  but  over  120,000  men  are 
eraploved  in  the  mines,  and  they  are  as  a 
rule  fairly  well  paid. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — What  about  the 
tributers  of  Ballarat? 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Unfortunately,  they 
are  badly  paid ;  but  that  is  greatly  their 
own  fault. 

Mr.  Fowler.— The  duties  on  mining 
machinery'  will  not  improve  their  posi- 
tions. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— That  is  so.  Next  to 
the  agricultural  and  pastoral  industries, 


mining  is  the  greatest  industry  in  Australia, 
and  those  engaged  in  it  cannot  obtain  any 
benefits  from  a  protective  policy.    It  may 
be  argued  that  if  you  establish  industries 
you  create  consumers  for  the  produce  of 
the  farmer ;  but  that  does  not  hold  true  of 
the   mining  industry.    The  output  of  our 
mines  has  to  be  sold  in  the  markets  of  the 
world.    While  it  may  be  well  to  consider 
the  proposals  of  the  Government  from  the 
stand-pcnnt  of  the  engineering  industry,  it 
must  not  be  fwgotten  that  the  mining  in- 
dustry in  its  various  ramifications  gives 
more  employment  than  all  our  factories. 
But  if  you  go  through  the  manufacturing 
establishments  in  Melbourne,  you  will  find 
that,  although  their  market  is  protected 
by  high  duties,  most  of   the  machinery 
which  they  use  has  been  imported  free  of 
duty.    The  manufacturers  say,  "We  must 
have  the  best  machinery,   and   what  we 
need  is  not  in  large  demand,  so  that  it  will 
not  pay  to  make  it  locally."     The  same 
thing  is  to  be  said  for  the  machinery  re- 
quiifements  of  the  miner  and  of  the  agri- 
culturalist.    I  regret  that  those  who  have 
expressed  so  much  anxiety  for  the  interests 
of  the  miner,  and  advocate  the  reducticm 
of  duties  on  mining  machinery,  slavishly 
followed  the  Government  in  voting  for  high 
duties  on  agricultural  machinery  and  the 
implements  which  are  the  farmer's  tools 
of  trade.     The  farmer,  like  the  miner, 
especially  in   poor   country,    must  have 
the  latest  and   best   appliances  for  the 
saving  of  labour  and  expense.    But  while 
I  feel  bound  to  draw  attenticm  to  this  in- 
consistency, I  should  not  be  justified  in 
voting  out  of  pique  for  high  duties  on 
mining  machinery.     The  honorable  mem- 
l>er     for     Darwin     has    told     us  that 
the  miners  want  (^nings  for  th^r  sons. 
That  was  a  stock  protecti<»ust  argument 
when  I  was  a  boy.    Many  years  ago  the 
miners    of    Victoria    were    being  told 
that  new  avenues  of   employment  would 
be  provided  tot  their  torn.    The  miners 
believed  that  statement,  but  it  is  a  nd 
commentary  upon  it  to  have  to  say  that 
during  a  decade  no  less  than  120,000  of 
the  prime  young  men  of  the  State  had  to 
leave  it  to  enter  the  mining  industry  in 
other  States.     I  should  mention  further 
that  by  some  of  the   duties  imposed  we 
are  creating  industries  that  do  not  give  a 
great  deal  of  employment  to  labour.  It 
is  not  much  consolatiwi  to  the  head  of  a 
family  to  know  that  his  daughters  mav  find 
work  in  a  fac*6r^  if  1  his  sons  arfc  obliged 
to  walk  about  the  streets  looking  for  work. 
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On  this  item  I  propose  to  vote  for  duties 
of  20  and  15  per  cent.  I  confess  that  I 
do  not  like  the  n.e.i.  division  as  at  pre- 
sent framed.  It  affords  a  cloak  for  a 
lot  of  sin  in  the  shape  of  high  duties. 
The  finest  machinery  invented  by  the  most 
mgenious  brain,  if  not  definitely  set  out 
in  one  or  other  of  the  itaas  of  the  Tariff 
cones  und»  the  n.e-L  provision,  and  must 
pay  the  highest  duty.  I  would  much 
prefer  that  all  articles  subject  to  the 
highest  duties  should  be  specifically  de- 
lined,  and  that  the  lowest  duties  should 
apply  to  the  n.e.i.  divisim.  If  that 
course  were  followed  in  the  arrangement 
of  the  Tariff,  new  appliances  intended  to 
reduce  the  cost  of  treating  our  low-grade 
ures  mi^t  be  admitted  free,  or  at  a  duty 
of  not  more  than  5  per  cent.  I  will  not 
take  up  time  in  referring  to  the  burden 
imposed  upon  the  mining  industrv  by  the 
duties  lened  under  ti»  old  Tariff.  We 
can  give  no  relief  to  those  who  have  al- 
mdy  imported  ^ir  madiinery,  and  while 
we  mi^Kt  protect  industries  carrying  on 
recognised  lines  of  manufacture,  we  should 
pennit  the  introduction  of  new  invaitions 
at  the  lowest  duty  possible. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[11.27].— This  i*  tbe  most  important  item 
in  the  Tariff,  and  in  the  circumstances  I 
thirk  that  the  Government  should  consoit 
to  adjourn  at  hour. 

Mr.  Gbook.— No. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  venture  to 
say  that  the  haste  with  which  the  Min- 
istry are  pushing  this  matter  throu^  is 
absolutely  indecent.  If  I  remember 
rightly,  when  we  dealt  with  the  first 
TariflF,  the  duties  proposed  on  mining  ma- 
rhinery  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
Comouttee  for  nearly  a  week.  I  am  in 
fawmr  of  the  prcqx)sal  contained  in  para- 
grarii  X  of  this  item,  but  I  wish  to  in- 
clude an  additional  article.  I  wish  to 
have  hot-air  engines  included. 

Mr.  Watsok.— They  are  very  easily 
made. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  ^may  be 
so,  but  it  is  complained  that  the  demand 
for  them  in  the  Commcmwealth  is  iiot 
suffidoitly  large  to  make  it  worth  the  while 
of  any  one  to  manufacture  them,  other- 
vise  I  should  not  ask  the  Committee  to 
make  an  exception  in  their  favour. 

Mr.  Watson. — They  are  extremely 
simple  in  constructioQ. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Quite  so,  but 
tbey  are  engines  of  small  power.  They 
do  not  coiqiete   with  ordinary  engines. 


They  are  used,  I  understand,  only  in 
places  where  it  does  not  pay  to  use  an 
ordinary  engine,  and  because  of  their 
simplicity  and  cheapness.  Tbey  are  used 
for  special  purposes  by  agriculturalists 
in  the  far-back  parts. 

Mr.  Gboom. — Are  they  much  in  use; 
and  in  what  parts? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOR— Yes;  in  many, 
parts.  Two  or  three  honorjd/le  members 
of  this  House  use  them,  because  of  their 
cheapness  and  portableness.  They  serve 
the  purposes  of  a  windmill  for  pumping 
water  in  places  where  a  windmill  cannot 
be  used.  There  is  not  sufficient  demand 
for  them  to  make  it  worth  while  to  manu- 
facture them  here. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — ^Will  the  honorable 
member  help  me  through  with  this  item 
to-night  if  I  agree  to  his  suggestion? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  that  is  the 
case  I  will  sit  down.  I  decline  to  make 
a  bargain  of  that  sgrt  with  the  honorable 
member. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh) 
[11.32]. — No  protectionist  in  this  House 
desires  to  injure  the  mining  industry.  The 
honorable  member  for  Grey  twitted  hon- 
orable members  wi!h  slavi^ly  following 
the  Government  in  regard  to  harvesters 
and  other  agricultural  implements,  but 
there  is  a  great  difference  between  them 
and  mining  machinery.  It  has  been  proved 
that  we  can  make  any  kind  of  agricultural 
machinery  and  implements  in  Australia.  It 
has  not  been  equally  demcmstrated  that  we 
can  make  all  kinds  of  mining  machinery, 
but  we  can  make  most  kinds  of  mining 
machinery.  The  honorable  member's  sug- 
gesticm  was  a  wise  <Mie— 4hat  we  ought  to 
come  to  swne  ccHicIusi<Mi  as  to  what  mining 
machinery  we  cannot  make  in  Australia, 
and  what  is  covered  by  patents,  and  put 
those  in  a  line  by  themselves.  I  fen*  cme 
am  willing  to  allow  them  to  come  in  free. 

Mr.  Fuller. — Let  the  Government  sup- 
ply the  list. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— That  should  be 
done  by  those  who  are  asking  that  these 
duties  should  be  reduced.  The  Govern- 
ment seem  to  have  come  to  the  ctHidusioD 
that  all  classes  of  mining  machinery  enu- 
merated by  them  can  be  made  in  Australia. 

Mr.  Fowler. — They  say  tEat  a  horse- 
rake  cannot  be  made  here,  and  put  it  on 
the  free  list. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON— The  hooqraUe 
member  for  Perth,  as  a  member  ^^f*- the 
Tariff  Commission,  should  be  able  to  give 
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valuable  information  as  to  what  classes  of 
mining  machinery  cannot  and  will  not  be 
made  here  for  some  time.  I  am  willing  to 
reduce  the  duties  in  this  case,  but  not  to 
15  per  cent.  Rather  than  vote  for  15  per 
cent,  we  ought  to  allow  the  whole  of  the 
mining  machinery  to  come  in  free,  because 
that  would  be  purely  a  revenue  dut^.  _  I 
do  not  object  to  a  ao  per  cent,  duty  in  the 
two  columns,  so  that  mine-owners,  if  they 
could  not  get  it  here,  should  be  able  to 
get  the  best  machinery  either  fnxn  the  Con- 
tinent or  Great  Britain.  If  those  who  ob- 
ject to  the  proposed  duty  draw  up  a  list 
of  mining  machinery  that  cannot  be  made 
in  Australia,  I  promise  to  vote  for  admit- 
ting it  free. 

Mr.  FuLLEB. — And  what  abcHit  the 
other? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— In  the  case  of  the 
other  machinery  that  we  can  make,  I  shall 
be  satisfied  with  a  duty  of  30  ptt  cent,  in 
both  columns,  but  I  shall  itot  vote  fot  a  20 
per  cent,  duty  in  die'  general  Tariff,  and 
then  ^ree  to  a  p^posal  for  a  15  per  coit. 
duty  in  the  second  column,  on  the  argu- 
ment that  we  should  give  a  preference  to 
Great  Britain.  While  recognising  that  the 
mining  industry  employs  a  large  number  of 
hands,  we  must  give  some  consideraticm 
to  the  engineering  industry,  where  there  is 
rocHn  for  enormous  expansion.  It  is  all 
very  well  to  say  that  there  are  so  many 
thousand  men  engaged  in  mining,  but 
many  of  those  are  employed  where  there 
is  no  machinery  of  any  consequence  at  all 
used.  In  the  case  of  some  mines  produc- 
ing enormous  quantities  of  minerals,  huge 
dividends  are  paid,  and  the  duties  pro- 
posed by  the  Government  will  not  hurt 
them  at  all.  If  the  matter  is  narrowed 
down  in  that  way,  it  will  be  found  that 
the  engineering  trade  gives  far  more  em- 
ployment than  does  the  mining  industry  in 
those  cases  where  machinery  is  used. 

Mr.  Watson. — In  a  number  of  mines, 
Australian  machinery  is  used,  and  it  is 
good  machinery,  too. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— That  is  quite 
true.  Many  miners  who  are  tributing  at 
Ballarat  and  on  other  fields  use  little  or  no 
machinery,  but  they  are  counted  among 
the  thousands  of  miners  quoted  here  to- 
night. A  good  deal  of  first-class  mining 
machinery  is  made  in  South  Australia.  I 
have  seen  some  splendid  work  of  that  kind 
turned  out  in  Australia,  and  I  am  not  going 
to  vote  for  a  duty  that  will  ^ut  up  the 
-whole  of  the  foundries  that  ire  making 
this  class  of  machinery. 


Mr.  WiLScm.  —  Tbey  are  already 
flourishing  with  the  present  duty. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Tbey  are  not 
flourishing.  A  few  years  ago  there  were 
thousands  of  men  employed  at  South  Mel- 
bourne in  the  iron  trades.  How  many  aze 
employed  there  to-day?  Last  year  I 
was  in  a  building  devoted  to  experiments- 
in  the  iron  industry,  where  something  like 
600  men  were  once  employed,  but  not  ontr 
man  was  to  be  seen  there.  In  anothei 
place,  where  400  or  500  men  were  at  one 
time  employed,  no  one  was  to  be  found. 
While  prepared  to  assist  the  mining  in- 
dustry, I  think  it  is  only  fair  to  extend 
some  cmsideration  to  the  tfigineering  in- 
dustry. The  mining  industry  will  itot  be- 
prejudicially  affected  to  anything  like  dw- 
extent  which  hooorable  members  have  at- 
tempted to  show,  even  though  we  impose 
the  duties  proposed  by  the  Government ;  be- 
cause, as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is  only 
a  very  limited  class  of  mining  machinery 
which  cannot  be  made  here.  There  are 
the  engineering  works  of  Martin  and  Com- 
pany, Forwood  and  Company,  and  May 
Brothers,  in  South  Australia,  the  last 
mentioned  of  which  make  a  large  quantity 
ol  mining  machinery,  including  some  re- 
cent  inventions  suitable  to  the  country. 
In  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales,  there 
are  other  engineering  firms,  and  in  Queens- 
land there  is  a  firm  which  used  to  make 
a  large,  amount  of  first-class  machinery. 

Mr.  Watson. — Some  of  which  went  to 
Western  Australia. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— That  is  so.  It 
has  been  said  that  portable  engines  are 
not  in  sudi  demand  as  to  justify  their 
manufacture  here.  Only  the  other  day,, 
however,  I  saw  a  magnificent  piece  of  ma- 
chinery in  the  shape  of  a  road  roller  whid» 
had  been  manufactured  here;  and  we 
know  that  for  this  class  there  is.  I  sup- 
pose, the  least  demand  of  any.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Barrier  asked  what  was 
the  price  that  had  to  be  paid  for  this  road 
roller;  and  I  admit  that  the  price  was 
hig^,  owing  to  the  limited  demand.  For 
mining  madiinenr,  however,  there  will  be 
a  larger  demand  in  the  future  tham  there 
has  been  in  the  past.  If  it  could  be  ar- 
ranged by  the  House  to  reduce  the  dutv 
to  20  per  cent,  in  both  columns,  I  should 
be  prepared  to  supp(M  a  proposal  to  that 
end.  I  am  not  prepared,  however,  to  i-ote 
for  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  in  the  genera! 
Tarifi",  and  then  to  give  a  preference  to- 
Great  Britain.    My  idea  is  to  start  wittk 
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a  proposal  of  duties  of  25  per  cent,  and 
20  per  cent.,  and  then,  if  the  Opposition 
see  their  way  to  make  the  first  duty  20 
per  cent.,  I  shall  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Farramatta) 
[ti-45]-— I  move — 

That  the  amendmcat  be  amended  by  inserting 
after  the  vord  "  Economizers"  the  word*  "  Hot 
Air  Eaeiaes." 

Those  engines  aie  in  a  class  by  them- 
selves, and  do  not  come  into  ccxnpetition 
in  any  way  with  engines  made  in  Austra- 
lia. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^They  are  about  the 
simplest  engines  ever  made. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  is  quite 
true;  but,  owing  to  the  extremely  limited 
dtffland,  there  is  no  inducement  to  locai 
manufacture,  or  they  would  have  been 
made  here  long  ago;  and  in  New  Zealand 
and  other  places  hot  air  engines  are  on  the 
tree  list  If  these  engines  were  bemg 
produced  here,  I  should  not  propose  any 
differentiation. 

Mr.  THOMAS  (Barrier)  [11.46].— I  am 
-sorry  that  the  Goverrunent  are  not  prepared 
to  consent  to  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Frazer. — But  if  we  adjourn,  it 
will  not  be  posuble  to  collect  the  duties 
to^Mvrow. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  am  sure  that  if  the 
Covemment  were  to  more  the  re-insertion 
of  the  duty  with  the  idea  of  resuming 
the  discussion  to-morrow,  xto  objection, 
vould  be  raised.  We  have  been  here  since 
II  o'clock  this  mcM-ning,  and  it  is  only 
fair  that  at  nearly  midnight  we  should  be 
permitted  to  go  hcwne.    I  move — 

That  the  Chairman  do  now  leave  the  chair. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  WATSO.X  (South  Sydney)  [n.51]. 
— can  see  no  possible  reason  why  any 
distinction  should  be  made  between  hot*air 
engines  and  other  engines.  Their  con- 
rtnjction  is  extremely  simple. 

Ur.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Are  they  made  here 
M  all? 

Mr.  WATSON'.— T  do  not  think  so,  nor 
do  I  expect  that  with  a  duty  of  12J  per 
«nt.  they  will  be  made  here.  No  one 
«pects  a  revenue  dutv  to  encourage  in  any 
™*terial  way  local  manufactures.  Any 
iwm  which  can  be*  urged  for  putting  hot- 
^  tngines  on  the  free  list  is,  in  my  opin- 
wn.  a  ground  why  no  dutv  should  be  ira- 
Twed  on  any  class  of  engine.  The  htMi- 
ortWe  member  for  Parramatta  was  not  cor- 
•W  when  he  said  that  hot-air  engines  do 
ttiter  into  competition  with  locally- 
mde  engines,  because  I  know  that  they 


compete  w  ith  oil  engines  and  windmills 
which  are  made  here. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  The  honorable 
member  is  quite  wrong.  Hot-air  engines 
are  csily  used  where  a  windmill  cannot  be 
used. 

Mr.  WATSON.  —  I  know  of  mv  own 
knowledge  that  persons  are  using  hot-aii 
engines  in  places  where  a  windmill  could  be 
used.  But  some  persons  prefer  to  use  a 
hot-air  engine,  because  in  tfaar  localities  it 
is  more  reliable  than  is  a  windmill  Wind 
cannot  always  be  got  iu  a  country  district 
as  well  as  it  can  be  obtaiiwd,  for  instance, 
in  Parliament  House.  For  tiiat  reastm 
scxne  persons  prefer  to  use  a  hot-air  engine. 
So  far  as  I  know,  it  is  a  very  good  engine, 
but  as  regards  difficulty  of  manufacture 
there  is  no  differetKe  between  it  and  any 
other  class  of  engine.  I  trust  that  it  will 
be  treated  in  just  the  same  way  as  other 
engines. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[11:54]. — I  sm  prepared  to  admit  all  that 
the  hontM-able  member  for  South  Sydney 
has  said.  There  is  not  sufficient  demand 
to  make  it  worth  while  for  anv  one  to 
manufacture  hot-air  oigines.  They  are 
not  made  here  at  the  present  time,  and  I 
am  told  on  the  best  authority  by  those  who 
use  them  that  they  do  not,  and  are  not 
likely  to,  compete  with  any  other  kind  of 
engine. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  ^Cal.->rel 
["•55]- — I  liope  lhat  the  Ccanmittee  will 
agree  to  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta.  The  hot-air 
engine  has  very  small  power.  It  does  not 
enter  into  competition  with  any  large  en- 
gine power. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  cost  of  a  hot-air 
engine  runs  into  nearlv  ^200  sometimes. 

Mr.  THOMAS  'fiROWN.— The  only 
purpose  for  which  I  know  it  is  used  is 
lifting  water  out  of  shallow  welts  and  tanks 
fm:  watering  stock.  As  a  rule,  windmills 
are  used  for  that  purpose,  but  where  these 
are  not  suitable,  usually  a  hot-air  engine  is 
called  in  to  do  the  lighter  and  easier  kind 
of  work.  Where  heavy  work  is  re  ■iiire<l 
to  be  done,  a  hot-air  engine  is  out  of  the 
question.  It  is  not  sufficientiv  strong  and 
reliable  to  compete  with  oil  or  steam  power. 
So  far  as  I  know,  the  only  hot-air  mach- 
ines that  enter  into  competition  with  other 
engines  are  Ericsson's  machines,  which  are 
turned  out  in  fairly  large  tiuantities  in 
America,  I  think,  and  which  previously 
were  on  the  free  list  or  subject^ia-djow 
duty.  The  prop^F W  if 
accepted,  means  that  farmers  and  squatters 
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will  have  to  instal  a  steam  or  oil  engine  to 
do  the  work  which  the  cheaper  forms  of 
engine  have  been  doing.  The  great  point 
is  that  hot-air  engines  are  not  made  in  Aus- 
tralia. , , 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order  !  Honorable 
members  are  conversing  around  me  in  such 
loud  tones  that  I  cannot  hear  what  the  hon- 
orable member  is  saying.  I  again  ask 
them  to  discontinue  their  conversations. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— That  ought 
to  be  an  indication  to  the  Minister  that  it 
is  time  to  report  progress.  Certainly  the 
Committee  is  not  in  a  condition  to  near  a 
question  argued  out  in  a  reasonable  way, 
and  therefore  I  content  myself  with  stat- 
ine  that  I  shall  support  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [n-S?]-— The 
last  speaker  has  really  upset  the  position. 
From  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta  one  would  have 
thought  that  a  hot-air  engine  was  a  cheap 
engine  worth  about  255.  when,  as  a  mat- 
ted of  fact,  the  coit  runs  as  high  as 
j£2oo.  I  am  in  favour  of  putting  the 
^200  hot-air  engine  on  the  same  iootxag 
as  any  other  engine. 

Question— That   ftie    words   "  Hot-Air 
Engines  "  proposed  to  be  inserted  be  so 
inserted    (Mr.    Joseph    Cook's  amend- 
ment)— put.     The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes     ...         ...  22 

Noes     ...   31 


Kelly,  W.  H. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Edwardi,  R. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Wynne,  A. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Livingston,  J. 


PAias. 

KingitDD,  C.  C. 
Haiper,  R. 
Maloncy,  W.  R.  N. 
Chanter,  J. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Ssuopioa,  S. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
O'Malley,  King 
Page,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 


Majority 

Archer,  E.  W. 

Brown,  Tillcy 
Brown,  Thomas 
Cook,  Joseph 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Frazcr,  C.  E. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Liddell,  F. 
Mabon.  H. 
McWilltams,  W.  J. 

Bamford,  F.  W. 
Balchelor,  E.  L. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Calls,  J.  H. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hall.  D.  R. 
Hedges.  W.  N. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Irvuke,  Hans 
Vnox,  W. 

QC,  Sir  William 


AVES. 

Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A 
Smith,  Bruce 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

Tellers: 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 

Noes. 

Mathews,  J. 
Mauger,  S. 
McDougall.  J.  K. 
Quick,  Sit  lohn 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Wcbsier,  W. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Tudor,  F.  G. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  of  the  amendment  nega- 
tived. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Spence)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  inscrtia)!; 
in  paragra|A  A  the  words  "  Babcock  and  Wil- 
cox tubular  boilers." 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [12.2 
a.m.]. — There  are  the  very  strongest  reasons 
why  this  amendment  should  not  be  adopted. 
The  representative  of  the  Austral  Otis 
Engineering  Company,  when  questioned 
abcwt  the^tubular  boilers  manufactured  by 
^iessrs.  Babcock  and  Wilcox,  stated  that 
they  had  made  six;h  boilers  in  their  vraks 
in  Melbourne.  He  added  that  if  a  suffi- 
ciently heavy  duty  were  imposed,  Messrs. 
Babcock  and  Wilcox  would  either  establish 
works  in  Australia,  or  would  open  nego- 
tiations with  a  concern  such  as  that  which 
he  represented,  with  a  view  to  seeing 
whether  their  boilers  could  not  be  locally 
manufactured.  Similar  evidence  was  giien 
.by  iron-founders  in  other  parts  of  the  Cwn- 
monwealth. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[12.3  a.m.].— In  this  instance  ve  have  a 
repetition  of  what  we  frequently  witness 
in  our  Tariff  debates.  A  plea  has  only  to 
be  set  up  that  in  future  some  article  may 
possibly  be  manufactured  locally,  and  it  is 
at  once  seized  upon  as  a  sufficient  justi- 
fication for  the  imposition  of  as  high  a 
rate  of  duty  as  the  Committee  can  be  in- 
duced to  sancti<m.  There  are  boUer- 
makeA  in  Australia  who  say  that  they  can 
produce  these  particular  boilers.  What 
tney  really  wish  to  do  is  to  compel  the 
people  to  use  an  inferiour  bmler  simply 
because  it  is  of  Australian  make. 

Mr.  Wise. — Why  should  it  be  inferior  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Because  there 
are  patent  rights  attached  to  the  tubular 
boilers  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Babcock 
and  Wilcox.  That  is  why  these  boilers 
cannot  be  manufactured  here.  Only  the 
other  day,  in  connexion  with  the  erection 
of  the  huge  works  at  Lkljgow,  Mr.  Sand- 
ford  had  to  imp<[^diy^civf€)^|^il@<^  "id 
Wilcox's  bmlers.  ^ 
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Mr.  Frazeb- — If  there  are  not  patent 
rights  attached  to  them,  why  are  they  not 
manufactured  in  Australia? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— There  are  pat- 
ent rights. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  patent  rights  to 
-which  the  horxHable  memba^  alliraes  ex- 
pired a  few  years  ago. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  surprised 
that  the  Coaunittee  should  be  misled  by 
these  specious  arguments.  The  proceed- 
ing is  on  a  pan  with  what  was  done  when 
the  fonner  Tariff  was  under  aHuidera- 
tion.  An  endeavour  was  then  made  to 
place  tanning  machines  upcHi  the  free  list, 
and  we  were  told  that  because  a  certain  in- 
dividual was  producing  an  obsolete  ma- 
chine, all  the  science  and  skill  of  the 
world  should  be  excluded  from  the  Com- 
moawealth.  I  trust  that  the  Committee 
will  place  these  articles  on  the  free  list. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [12.6  a.m.].— 
In  the  quotation  which  he  made,  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Bendigo  ccHnpletely 
gave  away  his  whole  case.  He  stated 
that  the  Austral  Otis  Engineering  Com- 
pany declared  that  they  had  mai^  these 
boilers.  He  then  went  on  to  say  that 
Messrs.  Babcock  and  Wilcox  themselves 
were  prepared  to  come  here  and  manufac- 
ture them.  The  fact  is  that  if  we  could 
make  them  here,  all  the  engineering  firms 
would  be  manufacturing  them,  because  they 
are  so  superior  to  other  b(»lers.  But  we 
cannot  make  them  in  the  Commcmwealth, 
because  of  the  patent  rights  attached  to 
them. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — If  the  honor- 
able member  wilt  XtxAi  at  item  183,  he  will 
see  that  (he  tubes  are  admitted  free. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— That  does  not  get 
o\-er  the  patent  rights. 

Mr.  Watson. — Those  rights  have  ex- 
pired. Other  firms  are  manufacturing  these 
boilers  in  Sydney. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  am  aware  that 
tubular  boilers  are  made  within  the  Ccan- 
mwiwealth.  and  have  been  manufactured 
here  for  a  very  long  time.  But  Messrs. 
Babcock  and  Wilcox's  boilers  cannot  be 
made  in  Australia  because  of  the  patent 
rights  attached  to  them. 

Mr.  Wise. — Is  the  honcMrable  member 
sure  of  that? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Yes.  The  evidence 
taken  before  the  Tariff  Comraissicm  proves 
it. 

Mr.  Wise. — It  does  not. 
Mr.  SPENCE. — If  our  manufacturers 
were  at  liberty  to  make  them,  why  would 


they  say  that  Messrs.  Babcock  and  Wilcox 
themselves  would  come  here  and  manufac- 
ture them? 

Mr.  Watson. — I  have  seen  similar 
boilers  in  Sydney. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  persons  who  de- 
tire  to  obtain  the  best  article  will  have 
these  boilers,  irrespective  of  their  cost. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapuan. — The  ofltes  of 
the  Department  state  that  the  patent  rights 
have  expired. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  am  aware  that  the 
Minister  declared  just  now  that  the  tubes 
were  admitted  free.  That,  however, 
does  not  dispose  of  my  objection.  They 
are  certainly  not  being  made  here  now. 

Mr.  Watson. — A  duty  of  laj  per  coit 
will  not  permit  than  to  be  made  here; 
that  is  a  certainty. 

Mr.  SPENCE.- That  is  not  the  reaaoQ 
given  by  the  film.  They  did  not  mention 
the  smallness  of  the  duty  as  a  reason  why 
the  bulers  weie  not  manufactured  her& 
They  stated  that  if  a  higher  duty  were 
imposed  Babcock  and  Wiloox  would  make 
them  in  this  country.  I  think  that  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  goes  to  prove  that 
the  boilers  cannot  be  made  here  by  the 
local  makers,  no  matter  what  the  duty  may 
be.  They  would  not  be  allowaj  to 
make  them  even  if  they  were  capable  of 
doing  sa 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [12.11 
a.m.]. — It  has  been  suggested  that  because 
other  boilers  have  been  made  in  Australia 
under  a  duty  <rf  i2\  per  ceiit.,  therefore 
boilers  built  on  the  principle  of  Babcock 
and  Wilcox's  boilov  ou^t  also  to  be  made 
here  at  that  duty.  But  I  wish  to  pcnnt 
out  in  that  relation  that  on  Cornish  and 
Lancashire  boilers  there  is  a  very  heavy 
freight  charge.  They  are  very  bulky. 
But  the  tubes  of  Babcock  and  Wilcox 
boilers  can  be  taken  to  pieces  and  packed 
separately,  when  they  occupy  mudi  less 
space  than  do  either  Lancashire  or  Cornish 
boilers. 

Mr.  Frazer. — How  are  they  fitted  to- 
gether at  this  end? 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  tubes  are  packed 
separately,  and  are  put  into  position  when 
the  boilers  are  erected- 

Mr.  Frazes. — Are  they  screwed  in? 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  point  is  that  they 
come  out  separately.  There  is  propor- 
tionately, therefore,  a  much  lower  freight 
charge  on  boilers  of  that  type, 

Mr.  Thomas. — What  percentage,  does 
the  h(»iorable  member  think  thanCthe 
freight  charge  bears  to  the  value? 
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Mr.  .WATSON.— There  is  a  consider- 
able difference  in  this  respect  between 
Babcock  and  Wilcox's  boilers  and  other 
boilers.  I  wish  to  observe  also  that  those 
hcnorable  members  who  state  that  Bab- 
codc  and  Wilcox  are  the  only  pec^le  who 
manufacture  tfiis  particular  ^pe  of  boiler 
are  mistaken.  At  the  Sydney  Show  last 
Easter  I  saw  a  boiler  made,  I  think,  by 
an  English  firm  named  Homsby,  which 
was  exactly  like  the  Baboocfc  and  Wilooi 
boiler. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Has  the  honorable  mem- 
ber seen  the  two  kinds  of  boiler  together? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  have  taken  a  great 
interest  in  this  matter,  and  at  all  Wg 
works  where  I  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  inquiring,  I  have  asked  the  people  in 
auth(»ity  their  opinion  as  to  the  "Bub- 
cock  and  Wikiox  and  other  boilers. 
Amongst  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  different  types  of  boilm  there 
is  modi  contrcwersy  as  to  whether 
the  Babcock  and  Wikxn  boiler  is 
better  than  others.  A  number  of  people 
prefer  other  types.  On  the  other  hand,  1 
admit  that  I  have  met  a  great  many  people 
who  say  that  the  Babc<)ck  and  Wilcox 
boiler  is  vrry  much  -superiw.  But  if  the 
amendment  now  under  consideration  were 
carried  we  should  be  in  this  extraordinary 
position- —that  Babcock  and  Wilcox  would 
get  their  boilers  in  free,  whilst  if  any 
other  firm  put  on  the  market  a  similar 

?pe  of  boiler  duty  would  have  to  be  paid, 
hat  would  be  a  moot  ridiculous  position 
for  any  Partiament  to  take  up.  To 
exempt  tlie  maaufacture  of  one  particular 
firm  would  be  a  most  unfortunate  tlung 
to  do. 

Mr.  Sp£NCE. — Our  object  could  be 
achie\>ed  if  we  could  define  the  type  of 
boiler. 

Mr.  WATSON.— If  we  are  to  have  any 
exonption  at  all,  it  should  be  for  the 
type.  But  let  us  see  what  that  would 
mean.  Are  we  to  exempt  a  type  of  boito' 
that  is  alleged  to  be  superior,  and  en- 
courage the  Australian  manufacture  of  an 
inferior  type?  That  would  not  be  a  wise 
thing  to  do.  I  think  that  a  dutv  of  i3| 
per  cent,  would  lead  to  no  likelihood  of 
the  manufacture  in  Australia  of  those 
boilers  that  do  not  admit  of  a  very  heavy 
freight  charge.  The  older  t>'pe  of  boiler 
can  be  manufactured  here  lai^ely  because 
of  the  heavy  freight-  But  once  you  get 
a  boiler  that  could  be  put  into  a  small 
compass  for  packing  purposes,  a  dutv  of 
12 J  per  cent. — which  would  be  merely  s 


revenue  duty,  and  would  not  encourage 
manufacture — would  te  useless.  Therefore, 
it  is  not  wanderfu(  that  these  newer  kinds- 
of  boiler  are  not  manufactured  here.  I 
understand,  from  the  Chairman  of  the- 
Tariff  Commissicm,  howevei,  that  some  have 
been  manufactured  in  Australia. 

Mr,  Fuller. — They  have  not 

Mr.  WATSON.—lliat  is  what  we  have- 
been  informed. 

Mr.  Fxn.LES. — I  am  going'to  correct  the 
Chairman  of  the  Commissicxi. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Anyhow,  that  does 
not  set  aside  the  argumrot  I  am  ad* 
vancing.  As  a  duty  of  la}  per  cent,  has- 
not  been  sufficient  to  encourage  the  manu- 
facture of  the  particular  class  of  boiler 
which  does  not  bear  the  same  freig;ht 
charges  as  (Mher  types  do,  it  wouhi  be  » 
very  unwise  thing  to  differentiate  in  favour 
of  this  type. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [12.19, 
a.m.]. — ^The  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta  worked  himself  into  a  state  of 
violent  indignation  when  it  was  stated  that 
the  patent  rights  of  the  Babcock  and 
Wilcox  boiler  had  run  out.  I  understand 
that  the  Tariff  Commisdon  took  certair* 
evidence  regarding  this  mattw, 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Whidi  confirms  all 
that  Z  said. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  have  been  to  the- 
Library  and  tried  to  lay  my  hand  upon  a 
book  bearing  upon  this  matter,  but  have 
not  been  able  to  find  it.  But  I  believe 
that  the  patent  rights  ran  out  many  years 
sinoe. 

Mr.  Fuller. — They  had  not  run  out 
on  the  15th  Fd)ruary,  1906,  according  to 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Rigby,  the  manager  of 
the  Austral  Otis  Engineering  C(»npany. 

Mr.  SALMON. — Is  it  not  possible  that 
he  may  have  made  a  mistake  in  that  re- 
gard ?  I  am  quoting  itom  the  records  of 
the  Patent  Office  in  Melbourne,  and  can 
assure  honorable  members  that  my  state- 
ment is  correct.  If  I  am  unable  to  con- 
firm it  later  in  the  day,  I  shall  apologize 
to  the  hcHiorable  member  for  Parramatta ; 
but  I  object  to  his  describing  as  a  specious 
argument,  or  an  attempt  to  mislead  the 
Committee,  a  statement  made  in  good 
faith. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  The  honorable  member  for 
Laanpcoorie  has  accused  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  of  attempting  to 
mislead  the  Committee. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  have  not;  I  was 
simply  quoting  the  honorable  member  for 
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Ftnamatta.  The  hmorable  member  fm 
Pukes  sits  with  his  thumbs  in  the  ann 
holes  of  his  waistcoat,  lo(Aing  Hke  a 
second-hand  draper,  and  after  attempting 
to  dictate  to  others  as  to  what  they  should 
do,  rises  to  a  point  of  order,  which  is  a 
gross  misrepresentation. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN  (Mr. 
Batchelor). — This  cross  firing  must  cease- 
Mr.   SALMON.— In   England,   as  in 
Australia,   patent  rights  are  of  fourteen 
years'  durati<m.      Surely  the  htmorable 
iKcniber  for  Parramatta  heard  of  a  Bab- 
«odE  and  Wilcox  boiler  more  than  fourteen 
>ear8  age? 
Mr.  Joseph  Cooe. — I  did  not 
Mr.  SALMON. — A  patent  expires  after 
the  lapse  of  fourtew  years,  and  an  exten- 
sion may  be  obtained  oa\y  by  special  peti- 
tion to  the  Privy  Council.     I  am  assured 
that  no  sudi  petition  has  been  presented 
io  the  case  of  the  Babcock  and  Wilcox 
boilers. 

i>ir.  Fuller. — By  whom  is  the  honor- 
-able  member  assured? 

Mr.  SALMON.— By  the  Patent  Office. 
Mr.  Fuller.— Has  the  honorable  mera- 
ha  been  making  special  inquiries? 

Mr.  SALMON.— No;  but  I  learned  of 
this  when  making  inquiries  about  another 
nutter.  I  intend  to  t^tain  during  the 
<lay  the  book  to  which  I  have  referred, 
vhicb  ought  to  be  but  is  not  in  the  Par- 
liamentary Library,  and  perhaps  honorable 
members  will  accept  as  correct  a  quotation 
from  it,  evon  if  they  will  not  accept  my 
own  word.  Since  every  hcMiorable  mem- 
ber who  has  had  anything  to  do  with  ma- 
ctunery  has  known  of  the  existence  of 
Babcock  and  Wilcox  boilers  for  more  than 
fourteen  years.  I  think  the  Committee 
should  be  prepared  to  accept  my  statement 
as  bang  correct,  and  not  as  having  been 
made  with  a  desire  to  mislead  the  Com- 
mittee or  to  advance  a  specious  argument. 

Mr.  FULLER  (Illawarra)  [12.25  a.m.]. 
—The  honorable  member  for  Laanecoone 
lus  requested  the  Committee  to  accept  his 
assurance  that  the  patents  appertaining  to 
the  Babcock  and  Wilcox  boilers  have  ex- 
pired, and  says  that  during  the  day  he 
will  look  up  the  authority  on  which  he 
relies,  and  submit  it  to  the  Committee. 
He  overlooks  the  fact  that  by  that  time  we 
shall  have  dealt  with  this  Item,  I  intend 
10  show  the  Committee  that  as  late  as 
Fetwuary,  1906,  patent  rights  in  connexion 
v'rth  the  Babcodc  and  Wilcox'  bcnlers  were 
still  rtmning.  That  was  the  evidence 
given  by  Mr.  Rigby,  manager   of  the 


Austral  Otis  Engineering  C(»npany,  when 
before  the  Tariff  Commissicm. 

Mr.  Bkuce  Smith. — ^And  it  was  given 
on  oath. 

Mr.  FULLER.— It  was.  In  his  cx- 
amination  in  chief — in  answer  to  question 
No.  71839,  he  said — 

The  tubular  boilers  referred  to  undoubtedly 
are  the  Babcock  snd  Wilcox  make,  and  other 
tabular  boiten  of  similar  ihape.  We  have  built 
rack  boilers  in  our  own  worka  here.  The  Bab* 
cock  and  Wilcox  tubular  boilers  can  and  haye 
been  built  here. 

That  definite  statement,  like  many  others 
made  by  manufacturers  in  their  evidence 
in  chief,  was  not  substantiated  on  cross- 
examination.  Mr.  Rigby  was  cross- 
examined — questions  72075  to  72081 — as 
follows — 

Is  there  anythioK  special  about  the  Babcock 
boiler?— The  patents. 

Are  yyu  able  to  produce  a  boiler  here  free 
from  the  patents  and  of  equal  steam-raising 
capacity? — They  have  patents  on  portions  ol* 
their  boiler  which  would  prevent  you  making  a 
Babcock  boiler  at  all  without  their  coosem. 

But  could  you  make  a  tubular  boiler  of  ap- 
proximately the  same  steam  fuel  consumption? — 

Then  can  you  tell  me  how  it  happens  that  the 
patented  boiler  is  chosen  by  certain  protected  in- 
dustries?— Yes,  I  think  I  can.  It  is  because  of 
its  ;rencral  excellence  and  economy  effected  by  it. 
These  advantages  are  probably  due  to  the  patent 
construction. 

Then,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  yon  cannot  make 
one  equal  to  it  bere?~You  cannot  make  one 
equal  to  it  without  infringing  their  patent. 

This  evidence  was  given  on  15th  Feb- 
ruary, 1906 — 

I  ask  you  if  you  could  make  a  similar  boiler 

with  the  same  amount  of  fuel  consumption ?—- 
To  make  a  boiler  with  the  same  steaming  capa- 
eit>|  of  the  siime  construction  without  having 
their  patent  construction,  it  would  be  necessar) 
to  make  a  much  more  expnuive  one,  that  would 
probably  be  double  the  weight  and  cost  more. 

So  if  two  or  three  Babcock  boilers  were  in- 
stalled in  a  protected  establishment,  where  there 
is  a  local  industry,  they  would  be  put  there  in 
order  to  save  money? — Certainly.  Taking  a 
1,000  h.p.  boiler — if  you  put  in  one  of  Babcock's 
constructicm,  or  Uornsby's,  or  other  similar 
boilers,  the  first  cost  would  probably  be  50  per 
cent,  less  for  same  power. 

That  was  the  evidence  of  the  managing 
director  of  a  very  large  engineering  coin- 
pany  in  Melbourne,  who  declared  that 
patent  rights  in  connexion  with  the  Bab- 
cock boiler  were  in  existence  in  February, 
1906,  and  that  it  could  not  be  made  in 
Melbourne  without  the  special  consent  of 
the  patentees. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [12.29  a.m.l 
—I    hope    that    the    Committee  will 
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recognise  that  those  engaged  in  the 
mining  industry  are  the  best  judges 
of  what  they  require.  They  surely 
know  more  about  this  questiCHi  than 
do  honoralrfe  members  generally. 
These  boilers  save  labour  and  fuel,  and 
are  more  eflScient  for  the  purposes  for 
which  they. are  used  than  any  others  that 
oome  to  Australia.  At  the  same  time,  I  think 
that  the  amendment  ought  to  apply  to 
all  tubular  boilers  or  boilers  of  a  similar 
type,  which,  in  my  opinion,  should  come 
in  free,  or  be  subject  to  only  a  reasonable 
duty.  One  of  the  advantages  of  the  Bab- 
cock  and  Wilcox  boiler  is  that  it  can  be 
taken  to  pieces,  which  enables  it  to  be 
handled  by  lighter  cranes,  and  transported 
with  less  difficulty  than,  say,  a  Lancashire 
boiler,  which  would  weigh  from  i6  to 
20  tcHis,  and  would  do  the  work  of 
two  such  b(nlers.  Facility  in  transport  is 
a  big  thing  when  mining  is  being  conducted 
in  a  remote  part  of  the  interior. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [12.32  a.m.].— 
In  my  opinion,  it  would  be  a  mistake  to 
specify  the  name  of  any  particular  manu- 
facturer. The  diflficulty  might  be  got  over 
by  making  the  amendment  apply  to  water- 
tube  bralers.  We  should  be  doing  a 
great  injustice  if  we  did  not  give  the  same 
treatment  to  the  Stirling  and  other  boilers 
that  could  be  named,  as  it  is  proposed  to 
give  to  the  Babcock  and  Wilcox.  In  con- 
firmation of  what  has  been  said  of  the  port- 
ability of  the  last-named  boiler,  I  would 
mention  that  within  the  last  few  mraiths.  it 
\v.Ts  necessary  to  send  a  boiler  to  a  remote 
■  part  of  Gippsland,  through  almost  inacces- 
sible mountain  ranges. 

Mr.  Wise.— Where? 

Mr.  KNOX. — The  boiler  was  sent  to  the 
Crooked  River,  in  Gippsland. 

Mr.  Wise. — I  do  not  know  that  that 
country  is  inaccessible. 

Mr.  KNOX.— The  place  is  a  very  diffi- 
cult me  to  get  machinery  to.  The  honor- 
able member  would  not  like  to  take  a  big 
Cornish  boiler  there.  One  of  the  great  ad- 
vantages of  the  Babcock  and  Wilcox  boiler 
is  that  it  can  be  taken  to  pieces,  and  the 
makers  have  given  so  much  attention  to  the 
subiect  of  transport  that  every  piece  is 
packed  and  numbered  so  carefully  that  one 
may  be  sure  that  when  they  arrive  at  their 
destinaticMi  everything  will  be.  there  for 
putting  the  boiler  together  again.  I  attach 
greater  importance  to  that  than  to  the  fact 
that  the  boiler  is  patented.  As  I  pointed 
■out  earlier  in  the  evening,  in  not  specifying 


in  more  instances  the  articles  on  whidi  the 
duties  are  to  be  imposed,  we  are  not  mak- 
ing an  efficieitf  Tariff.  Local  ptanufac- 
turers  are  not  in  a  position  to  make  Bab- 
cock and  Wilcox  or  Sterling  boilers.  Apart 
from  the  patents,  the  pertecticHt  of  these 
bffllers  is  such  as  we  could  not  obtain  here. 
That  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  manufac- 
turers have  a  large  market,  not  in  Aus- 
tralia only,  but  throughout  the  world.  I 
think  that  a  case  has  been  made  out  ias 
giving  special  consideration  to  these 
boilers. 

Mr.  PALMER  (Echuca)  [12.36  a.m.].— 
I  suggest  to  the  honorable  member  ioc 
tiarling  that  he  should  amend  his  amend- 
ment by  making  it  apply  to  water-tube 
boilers,  the  technical  name  fw  all  boilers 
of  the  type  to  which  jhe  has  referred. 
On  the  general  question,  I  would  point  out 
that,  although  item  162  deals  with  motive 
power,  machinery  and  appliances,  the  only 
motive  power  machinery  specified  as  duti- 
able at  5  per  cent,  is  steam  turbines.  There 
is  nothing  about  steam  turtnnes  entitling 
them  to  different  consideration  from  other 
kinds  of  motive  power  machinery.  The 
same  thing  mi^t  be  said  of  the  other  ma- 
chinery which  is  particularized.  The 
whole  itan  should  be  recast,  if  we  are  to 
act  in  aooordanoe  with  common-sense,  rea- 
son, and  justice.  In  my  opinion,  the  Min- 
ister should  report  progress,  so  that  the 
matter  may  be  considered,  calmly  and  de- 
liberately,-when  honorable  members  will  be 
in  better  temper,  and  in  a  mood  more  con- 
ducive to  its  settlement  in  the  best  in- 
terests ot  the  country.  The  iton  as  it 
stands  is  not  as  we  individually  would  have 
it  framed,  nor  what  the  country  would 
approve  of. 

Mr.  Fowler. — The  honorable  member 
for  Echuca,  in  suggesting  that  progress  be 
reported,  has  said  what  I  intended  to  sav. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [12.38  a.m.1.— 
When  the  honorable  member  for  South 
Sydney  spoke,  I  saw  that  his  objection  was 
a  reasonsLble  one,  and  that  it  would  not  be 
well  to  name  any  particular  manufacturer. 
Therefore  I  wish  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of 
the  honorable  member  fra*  Echuca,  by 
making  my  amendment  apj^v  to  water-tube 
boilers,  which,  I  think,  covers  what  we 
mean  better  than  the  word  *'  multitubular." 

Amendment,  by  lea\'e,  amended  accord- 
ingly. I 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  (Moreton)  [12.40  a.m.]. 
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nth  bt^ers  made  in  Australia.  Under 
item  183  a  large  part  of  these  Babcock  and 
Wilcox  bcHlers  can  be  introduced  free,  and 
tboe  is  therefore  no  reascm  why  honorable 
members  should  atempt  to  secure  their  free 
admission  under  item  162. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.  (Bendigp)  [12.43 
a.m.]. — I  wish  to  quote,  cm  this  question, 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  William  Frederick 
Harrington,  manager  of  Walkers  Limited, 
Maryborough.  Referring  to  these  water- 
ttAie  boilers,  he  said — 

Tbey  are  all  being  made  abroad,  and  under 
ihe  eiisting  la^  per  cent.  Tariff  they  bid  fair  to 
oust  the  ordioary  boilers. 

Ivi  Other  words;  the  free  admission  of 
these  boilers  would  destroy  the  boijer-mak- 
iog  industry  in  Australia,  which  is  largely 
oocuined  in  the  manufacture  of  0»nish 
and  Lancashire  bcHlers.  Mr.  Harrington 
added  that,  in  his  opinion — 

All  these  water-tube  boilers  should  pay  an 
ad  vaiorem  duty  of  not  less  than  33  pel  cent. 

That  is  the  prc^xsal  of  the  representative 
of  the  biggest  foundry  in  Queensland.  The 
representative  of  the  largest  foundrv  in 
South  Australia,  Mr.  Jolm  Felix  Martin, 
speaking  of  the  Heine  and  Babcock  btnlers, 
said — 

They  can  be  tnade  in  Australia.  .  .  .  I  do 
not  know  that  any  part  of  the  Babcock  boiler  is 
now  protected  by  patent.  I  think  the  patent 
has  expired.  No  boiler  is  made  that  cannot  be 
made  in  Australia.  The  locomotive  boiler  stands 
a  higher  pressure  than  any  mine  boiler. 

He  contended  that  if  we  can  make  locomo- 
tive boilers  in  Australia  we  can  also  make 
these  water-tube  boilers.  The  Govern- 
ment would  make  a  great  mistake  if  they 
accepted  the  amendment.  It  would  knork 
the  bottom  out  of  the  Tariff  altogether. 

Mr.   MATHEWS   (Melbourne  Ports) 
[12.46  a.m.]. — I  wish  just  to  say  that  the 
Babtiock  and  Wilccn  boiler  has  been  made 
in  Australia.     I  could  put  three  journey- 
men into  the  witness-box  who  would  be 
prepared  to  make  affidavit  that  they  had 
made  Babcock  and  Wilcox  boilers  in  Aus- 
tralia during  the  last  two  years. 
Mr.  Fuller.— Where? 
Mr.  MATHEWS.— In  my  electorate. 
Mr.  FuLLEit.— In  which  establishment? 
Mr.    MATHEWS.— In  my  electorate. 
If  we  place  the  Babcock  and  Wilcca 
bmlers  on  the  free  list,  we  might  just  as 
wdl  say  that  we  wish  no  more  boilers  to 
be  made  in  Atistralia.     Such  a  proposal 
u  has  been  made  would  result  in  the 
penalizing  of  those  who  are  compelled  to 
use  the  cheaper 'boilers,  and>  as  usual,  the 
"  fat  man  "  would  be  given  the  advantnge. 


We  have  in  Australia  to-day  ^gines  of 
every  capacity,  and  of  all  known  boilers, 
and  they  do  work  of  the  most  diverse 
character.  Yet  to-night  we  have  been 
told  that  there  is  only  one  boiler  made 
that  is  fit  fOT  certain  engines.  If  that  be 
so,  how  is  it  that  Lancashire  and  Cornish 
boilers  are  so  generally  used?  If  these 
Babcock  and  Wilcox  bcMlers  are  admitted 
free,  there  will  be  but  a  poor  look-out  for 
those  engaged  in  the  boiler-making  industry 
in  Australia.  Those  who  support  the 
amendment,  no  doubt  mean  well,  and  think 
they  are  acting  in  the  interests  of  the  people 
of  Australia,  but  they  forget  that  the  effect 
of  the  amendment,  if  carried,  would  be  to 
wipe  out  the  Australian  boiler-making  in- 
dustry. 

Mr.  FOWLER  (Perth)  [12.48  a.m.].— 
The  honorable  member  for  Melbourne  Ports 
ro  doubt  lelieves  he  has  supplied  a  very 
forcible  argument,  when  he  refers  to 
these  modern  water-tube  boilers  as  the 
"fat  man's"  boilers.  I  have  to  inform 
the  honorable  member  that  it  is  owing  to 
the  ability  of  employers  in  the  mipes  in 
Western  Australia  to  uttliw  such  up-to- 
date  appliances  as  these  boilers  that  wages 
are  found  for  thpusands  of  workers  in  that 
State,  and  a  good  living  for  thousands  olt 
families.  If  the  present  proposals  of  the 
Government  are  carried  into  effect  they 
will  work  disaster  to  the  mining  industry 
of  Western  Australia. 

Mr.  Wise. — We  have  heard  that  on 
every  Tariff  proposed  in  Australia. 

Mr.  FOWLER.— No  Tariff  of  this  kind 
was  ever  proposed  in  Australia  before, 
and  I  believe  that  if  it  is  adopted  it  will 
create  such  a  reaction  against  protectitm  as 
to  I. ring  alx>ut  the  downfall  of  the  beau- 
tiful theories  of  those  who  profess  that 
doctrine. 

Mr.  Mauger.— Does  the  honorable 
member  know  of  any  place  where  such  a 
reaction  has  set  in? 

Mr.  FOWLER.— I  do  not  wish  to  enter 
upon  the  general  qtiestion,  or  I  could  sup- 
ply the  Postmaster-General  with  some  in- 
teresting information.  The  honorable 
member  for  Bendi^  has  quoted  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Martin,  of  Gawler,  in  con- 
nexion with  these  boilers.  The  evidence 
of  that  gentleman  is,  in  my  opini<m,  worth- 
less. He  admitted  to  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion that  he  was  not  an  engineer,  and  it  is 
a  fact  that,  in  spite  of  the  long  period  of 
protection  which  his  industry  enjoyed  in 
South  Australia,  and  the  disgraceful  sweat- 
ing of  his  employes,  Mr.  Martin  has  tuf^ 
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to  go  out  of  the  business  altogether.  The 
extraordinary  argument  has  been  used  that 
if  these  water-tube  boilers  are  admitted, 
the  older  type  of  boiler  will  be  pushed  out 
of  ocistence.  If  that  argumfflt  were  carried 
to  its  logical  coDcIusimi,  we  should  go  back 
to  the  wheelbarrow  instead  of  the  locomo- 
tive, and  the  trucks  bdiind  it.  We  should 
revert  to  the  use  of  the  most  primitive  ap- 
pliances, and  reject  those  which  have  done 
most  for  the  advance  of  civilization.  No 
doubt  boilers  of  a  type  have  been  made  here. 
In  the  Perth  Museum  there  is  a  bicycle 
made  b)-  a  bushman  in  the  West  some  years 
.ago,  of  exactly  the  type  of  the  best  bicycle 
made  nowadays.  It  is  constructed  from 
wire,  scraps  of  myall,  and  raw  cowhide. 
According  to  the  theory  advanced  by  some 
hmorable  members  to-night,  that  article  is 
as  good  and  effective  as  the  machines  turned 
out  by  the  best  equipped  works  in  the 
world.  The  difference  between  the  al- 
leged water-tube  boiler  turned  out  in  Aus- 
tralia and  those  turned  out  by  the  large 
firms  mentioned  is  simply  that  those  firms 
have  spent  enormous  sums  in  laying  down 
extensive  plant  in  order  to  give  aualitv  as 
well  as  cheapness.  They  have  had  large 
experience,  and  have  brought  to  bear  on 
the  production  of  their  boilers  all  the  skill, 
monev ,  and  enterfvise  possible.  They 
manufacture  for  the  whole  world,  and  are 
undoubtedly  in  a  position  to  commend 
tliemselves  to  buvers  by  the  excellence  and 
value  of  their  product.  It  is  just  as  though 
in  Australia  some  enthusiastic  belie\er  in 
Australian  industry  brought  the  necessary 
number  of  wheels,  pinions,  and  levers  to  a 
watchmaker,  told  him  to  put  them  together, 
and  was  prepared  to  regard  the  result  as 
of  enual  value  to  the  best  work  of  Rother- 
ham.  The  wav  to  develop  the  makinir  of 
such  boilers  in  Australia  is  to  give  oppor- 
tunities to  those  who  are  likely  to  pur- 
chase and  utilize  them,  and  when  there  is 
A  sufficient  demand  in  Australia,  then, 
.and  not  till  then,  shall  we  be  able  to 
make  them  in  a  wav  that  will  commend 
them  to  buvers  for  nualitv  and  cheapness. 

Mr.  BATCHET.OR  (Boothby)  [12.53 
a.m."!. — Whatever  mav  fc*  said  for  the  Bab- 
cock  and  Wilcox  boilers,  whether  the 
patent  richts  have  run  out  or  n(rt,  it  is  pal- 
pable that  if  we  make  an  exception  of 
water-tube  bmlers,  the  prestige  which  the 
firm  already  have,  and  the  excellence  of 
their  work,  will  only  accentuate  the  mono- 
poly,  whether  we  name  the  firm  specifically 
or  not.  One  tvpe  of  boiler  will  hji-e  >?i 
absolute  monopoly  of  the  whole  boiler 
market,  and  boiler-making  in  Australia  will 


go  out.  What  reascMi  can  be  offered  for 
giving  that  firm  the  Australian  market  for 
all  time?  We  are  passing  this  Tariif  not 
for  a  week  or  a  year,  but  for  several  years 
at  least.  Of  all  the  mischievous  pr(^)osaIs 
I  have  heard^  this  strikes  roe  as  the  roost 
mischievous. 

Amendment  of  the  amendment  rwgativetl. 

Mr.  THOMAS  (Barrier)  [12.55  a-m.]-— 
I  oppose  the  5  per  cent,  duty  in  the  gene- 
ral Tariff  column  for  paragraph  a,  and 
therefore  move — 

That  the  amendmciit  be  amended  by  learin^ 
out  the  words  "5  per  cent.,"  with  a  view  i« 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "  free." 

It  is  nothing  but  a  rev«iue-producing  item. 
The  revenue  fr(»n  it  will  be  very  small, 
but  the  cost  of  the  article  to  the  consumer 
will  be  increased  by  5  per  cent.  Hie  mat- 
ter with  which  we  are  dealing  is  one  of  the 
most  important  in  the  Tariff.  It  affects 
the  mining  industry  very  seriously.  We 
ought  not  to  penalize  that  industry  unne 
cessarily.  If  the  Government  and  the 
Committee  think  that  it  is  not  worth  carry- 
ing on,  let  us  say  so  frankly.  Although 
I  represent  a  mining  constituency,  when  X 
consider  the  large  number  of  people  that 
are  killed  in  mining  and  the  amount  of  ill- 
health  caused  by  the  work,  it  is  an  open 
question  to  me  sometimes  whether  the  ore 
produced  is  worth  the  sacrifice  of  life  and 
health.  If  honorable  members  are  de- 
sirous that  the  mining  industry  should  be 
strangled,  let  us  sa^  so  calmly,  and  not 
penalize  it  by  imposmg  unneoessarily  high 
duties.  I  admit  that  there  are  a  large 
ntmiber  of  engineering  establishments  in 
Australia  whi(£  we  ought  to  encourage. 
We  all  desire  a  diversity  of  industries  and 
employments  in  Australia ;  but  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  proposed  duties  will  raise 
the  prices  of  mining  machinery. 

Mr.  Coon. — The  duties  Avill  make  min- 
ing machinery  dieaper. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— It  is  peculiar  that 
while  manufacturers,  when  before  the 
Tariff  Commission,  contended  that  their 
products  would  be  made  cheaper  by  pro- 
tection, they  all  urged  that  the  articles 
they  required  in  order  to  carry  on  their  in- 
dustries, ought  to  be  free.  We  ought,  as 
far  as  possible,  to  relieve  the  mining  com* 
ponies  frc»n  duties  which  are  not  of  a  pro- 
tective character.  Three  or  four  vears 
ago,  I  proposed  that  all  mining  machinery 
should  be  admitted  free ;  but  that  proposal 
was  defeated.  On  the  present  occasion. 
I  am  merely  asking  the  Government  to 
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admit  free  all  mining  machinery  which  can- 
not  reasonably  be  made  here,  and  offerinfi^ 
if  that  be  done,  to  accept  a  duty  of  zo  per 
oent.  as  against  both  foreign  countries  and 
the  United  Kingdonn.  Lnder  a  duty  of 
12}  per  cent.,  a  great  deal  of  mining  ma- 
chinery is  already  being  manufactured  in 
AustiaUa. ;  and  that  t&  a  fact  whidi  must  be 
gratifying  to  all  of  us.  Some  time  ago, 
when  in  the  South  Mine,  Broken  Hill,  I 
saw  a  winding  engine,  which  the  manager 
told  me  bad  been  manufactured  at  Mary- 
borough, Queoisland,  and  was  the  finest 
in  the  line  of  lode.  The  mining  industry 
is  one  of  the  most  importint  in  Auslra- 
Ua;  and  is,  therefore,  entitled  to  some 
encDuragemeot.  If  twenty-five  men  hap- 
pen to  be  thrown  out  of  work  in  an  in- 
dustry in  Melbourne,  Sydney,  or  Adelaide, 
espedally  in  Melboume,  an  extra  duty  is 
clamoured  for  at  once  in  oirder  to  find 
employment  for  them.  In  to-day's  i%ws- 
paper,  I  read  that  200  men  have  been 
thrown  out  of  work — I  hope  cxily  tem- 
porarily— on  Block  14  at  Broken  Hill, 
ovring  to  a  poppet  head  having  caught  fire. 
Until  it  can  be  replaced  with  a  temporary 
poppet  head,  Xhose  men  will  be  unem- 
ployed. When  any  mm  are  thrown  out 
of  work  in  a  mining  district,  we  cannot 
find  emfrfoyment  for  them  by  the  nKre  im- 
position  of  a  duty.  The  impOTtanoe  of 
the  mining  industry  to  a  coouuunity  is  de- 
monstrated by  the  effect  which  the  working 
of  the  Brcdren  Hili  mines  has  had  upon 
South  Australia.  If  those  mines  were  to 
cease  work  to-day,  one  out  of  every 
three  of  the  railway  officials  in 
South  Australia  would  have  to  Le 
dismissed  almost  immediately,  and  Port 
Pirie  would  cease  to  be  a  township. 
IVe  ought  not  to  interfere  unnecessarilv 
with  the  mining  industry.  Seeing  that  I 
am  prepared  to  a^^ee  to  a  duty  or  20  per 
cent  on  those  articles  which  caa  be  made 
in  Australia,  I  submit  that  it  would  be 
iHily  fair  and  reasonable  on  the  part  of 
the  Govemroent  to,  forego  the  duty  of  5 
per  cent,  on  other  articles  which  camt  from 
Germany,  America,  and  other  places  out- 
side England.  Unless  Ministers  are 
prepared  to  give  way,  and-  allow  all  the 
articles  mentioned  in  paragraph  a  to  come 
in  free,  it  will  mean  an  added  cost  of  s 
per  cent,  on  those  articles  to  the  mining 
industry.  Is  it  fair  to  unnecessarilv  tax 
the  mining  and  other  industries  of  Aus- 
tralia? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS  (Franklin)  Fi-ia 
a4n.]. — Judging  by  the  way  in  whidj  we 


are  proceeding,  I  believe  that  this  Tariff 
will  be  very  much  more  complicated  than 
the  last  one.  The  Government  make  a 
proposal,  and  if  one  can  get  a  sufficient 
number  of  honorable  members  who  are 
interested  in  the  item  to  vote  with  him,  the 
duty  is  removed  or  cut  down  rery  ma- 
terially. A  great  many  of  the  hon- 
orable members  who  to-night  have 
been  advocating  a  reduction  in  the 
duty  on  mining  machinery  or  its  re- 
moval, were  amongst  those  who  last  sesstCHi. 
without  a  quiver  of  conscience,  doubled 
the  duties  on  agricultural  machinery,  show- 
ing very  little  consideration  for  the  primary 
producer,  I  think  that  there  ought  to  be 
some  CMBistency  with  regard  to  the  Tariff, 
but  I  do  not  intend  to  vote  for  the  imposi- 
tion of  high  duties  on  mining  machino^y. 
In  s(»ne  States,  a  dividend  tax  is  collected. 
Suppose  that  a  oxnpany  spend  ;£io,ooo 
in  developing  a  mine.  As  soon  as  the  first 
dividend  is  declared,  a  dividend  tax  of  is. 
in  the  £t  has  to  be  paid  to  the  State. 
Mwi  who  have  paid  calls  month  after 
month  and  year  after  year,  have  been 
called  upon  to  pay  that  tax  to  the  State  as 
soon  as  their  first  dividend  has  been  de- 
clared. Of  all  the  people  in  Australia 
the  miner  is  the  one  perstMi  who  derives  no 
benefit  from  {Mtitective  duties.  When  we 
can  give  him  no  protection,  surely  it  is 
not  fair  to  tax  those  things  which  are  prac- 
tically his  tools  of  trade?  It  has  been 
said  that  wealthy  companies  pay  the  tax. 
•But  machinery  k  employed  in  many  mines 
in  which  working^  men  are  very  large  share- 
holders. Every  tax  levied  upon  minbg 
machinery  is  a  blow  to  the  mining  industry. 

Mr.   COON  (Batman)  a.m.].— T 

merely  wish  to  say  that  eyery  item  of 
machinery  mentioned  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Koo\ong  can  le  manufactured 
in  the  Commonwealth,  and  some  of  it  at 
a  cheaper  rate  than  it  can  be  im- 
ported. Under  these  circumstances,  I 
trust  that  the  Committee  will  agree  to  the 
proposed  duty. 

Question — That  the  words  "  5  per  cent." 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
proposed  new  item — put.  The  Committee 
divided. 

Ayes      ...  ...         ....  38 

Noes      ...  ...  ...  13 
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Ans. 


Archer.  E.  W. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Blown,  Thomas 
Carr.  E.  !». 
ChapmaO]  Aattin 

COOD,  J. 

Ewing,  T.  T. 
Kairbaim,  G. 
Fithet,  A. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Gnwm,  L.  E. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Hutchison,  ]. 
Irvine,  Hans  W. 
Irrine,  W.  H. 
Kmh.  W. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 


Mathews,  T. 
M auger,  S. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkina.  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
W;ison.  J.  G. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Foster,  F.  J. 


NOES. 

Smith.  Bruce 
Spence.  W.  G. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Willis,  Henry 

Tellers: 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Thomas,  J. 

Paiks. 

Kelly,  W.  H. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Edwards,  R. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Bowden,  E. 
Gl^nn,  P.  McU. 
Wynne,  A. 
Foxlon,  Colon-^I 
Livinoston,  j. 
McWilliams,  W.  J 


Cook,  Joseph 
Fowler,  J.  M. 

Fraier,  C.  E. 
Fuller.  O.  W. 
Liddell,  F. 
Mahon,  H. 
Poynton,  A. 

Kbgston,  C.  C. 
Harper,  R. 
Maloney,  W.  R  N. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Sampson,  S. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
O'Malley,  King 

Page,  J. 
Deakio,  A. 
Catts,  J.  H. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Amendment  of  the  amendment  nega- 
tived. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Frazex)  proposed — 

Thgt  the  amendment  be  amended  by  leaving 

out  the  figures  "30,"  paragraph  B,  with  a  view 
l-i  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  figures  "20." 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [1.32 
a.m.]. — I  shall  support  the  omission  of  30 
per  cent,  with  a  view  of  imposing  a  uni- 
form duty  of  25  per  cent.  In  my  opinion, 
a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary in  order  to  be  eifective.  We  have 
heard  a  grpat  deal  about  effective  protec- 
tion. Now  is  the  time  to-^iow  our  earnest- 
ness in  favour  of  effective  protection.  So 
far  as  concerns  the  representatives  of  the 
engineering  industry  in  Western  Australia, 
the  bulk  of  them  axe  of  opinion  that  unless 
they  get  a  duty  of  25  per  cent.,  the  whole 
of  these  duties  on  machinery  might  as  well 
remain  at  12^  per  cent.  The  result  of  a 
lower  dutv  will  be  that  instead  of  settling 
this  Tariff  question  as  we  de^  to  settle  it, 


we  shall  leave  this  great  problem  outstand- 
ing, and  the  agitation  will  go  on.  It  is  of 
no  use  talking  lUxmt  fiscal  peace  until  we 
have  this  matter  settled  on  a  satisfactor\' 
basis.  As  Chairman  of  the  Tariff^  Com- 
mission, I  have  had  die  same  application 
for  a  duty  of  35  per  cent,  from  every 
State  except  Tasmania.  In  Western  Aus- 
tralia, in  South  Australia,  in  Victoria^ 
in  New  South  Wales,  and  in  Queens- 
land, the  representatives  of  the  big- 
gest mechanicai  industry  in  the  country- 
asked  for — almost  demanded — a  duty  of  25 
per  cent.,  and  said  that  they  could  not 
effectually  carry  on  business  with  a  lower 
duty.  I  say  again,  therefore,  that  if  hon- 
orable members  agree  to  a  lower  duty  than 
25  per  cent.,  they  will  simply  be  leaving 
this  great  question  unsettled,  and  the  a^- 
taXvXi  will  go  on  ind^nitely.  I  am  in 
tavour  of  fiscal  peace.  I  want  a  settle- 
ment that  will  be  definite.  It  is  of  no  use 
attempting  to  patch  up  a  temporary  peace. 
We  want  a  permanent  ont. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — We  shall  ncrt  have 
a  permanent  peace  with  prdiilnticm.  That 
is  not  the  way  to  settle  it 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— This  is  not  a  Vic- 
torian appiicaticHi.  It  is  an  Australian  ap- 
plication. Unless  it  is  agreed  to  the  whole 
settlanent  will  be  merely  of  temporary 
duration.  With  reference  to  the  alleeed 
incapacity  of  the  foundries,  and  »igineering 
establishments  in  Australia  I  say  that  the>' 
are  quite  cap^e  of  turning  out  the  biggest 
and  most  elabcvate  power-producing  ma- 
chinery required  for  industr^  purposes  in 
Australia.  I  will  take  the  constituency  of 
the  honorable  member  who  has  moved  this 
amendment.  When  the  Tariff  CommiBsi<»i 
visited  the  Great  Boulder  mine,  they  saw 
there  a  mill  engine  of  750  horse  powec 
The  en^ne  was  made  in  Melbourne  bv  the 
Austral  Otis  Company.  The  manager  of 
the  mine  gave  a  certificate  to  the  Otis  Com- 
pany testifying  to  the  satisfactwiness  of  its 
work.  That  is  an  answer  to  the  charge 
that  this  machinery  cannot  be  made  in 
Australia. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  was  made  undo- 
the  old  duty. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— There  is  the  mo- 
tive power  in  operation  at  the  presoot 
time,  and  it  has  given  satisfaction  to  the 
purchasers.  Then,  again,  in  the  Boulder 
Perseverance  Mine,  there  is  a  winding  en- 
gine which  is  the  most  powerful  engine  of 
its  kind  in  the  Kalgoorlie  field.  That  also 
is  of  Australian^make,  rllfwas  Manufac- 
tured by  the  AltM^OfB^Company.  It 
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is  a  thoroughly  satisfacUwy  engine,  and 
the  manager  or  the  mine  has  givai  a  cer- 
tificate to  that  effect  to  the  makers.  Thoie 
are  instances  in  whidi  the  local  makers 
had  an  opportunity  to  obtain  plans  and 
sf«cifications  to  enable  them  to  compete. 
But  all  the  mining  oxnpanies  have  not 
given  the  Australian  firms  an  opptwtunity 
ot  making  their  n&chinery.  On  the  con- 
trary, some  of  them  have  given  orders  di- 
rect to  English  and  American  firms,  and 
others  have  asked  English  and  American 
finns  to  send  in  prices  for  machinery  with- 
out sapplving  plans  and  spedfications  to 
enable  the  local  makers  to  have  a  chance. 
As  to  the  reason  whv  plans  and  specifica- 
tions have  not  been  supplied  to  the  Aus- 
tralian companies,  I  make  no  reflectiOT 
upon  the  mining  managers.  They  are  a 
splendid  lot  of  men,  and  I  believe  they 
would  give  fair  play  to  our  Australian  in- 
dustries if  they  had  their  own  way.  But 
.  most  of  the  companies  that  are  creating  this 
clamour  are  British-owned,  having  their 
head  offices  in  London,  the  directors  being 
probably  interested  in  other  enterprises  and 
ioclioed  to  give  a  preference  to  British 
productions.  I  say  that  if  these  mining 
companies  would  prepare  plans  and  specifi- 
cations of  the  machinery  they  require,  and 
call  for  tenders  in  Australia,  they  would 
get  the  machinery  made  as  well  in  this 
country  as  in  anv  part  of  the  world.  It 
is  onlv  a  matter  of  duty  and  opportunity. 
What'we  want  is  a  higher  duty  to  secure 
fair  play  for  our  own  manufactures. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[1.39  a.m.]. — I  congratulate  my  honorable 
friend  who  has  just  resumed  his  seat  on 
the  triumphant  cheers  which  greeted  bam 
from  the  Government  benches. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — He  made  a  very 
good  speech  I 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  should  like  to 
sav  to  the  honorable  member  just  one  word 
—and  I  think  it  is  time  to  say  it  in  this 
House— that  he  must  not  expect  this  fiscal 
question  to  be  settled  on  a  basis  of  prohi- 
bition. 

Mr.  Watson.— A  duty  of  25  per  cent,  is 
not  prohibition. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  should  like  to 
remind  the  honorable  member,  too,  that 
there  are  other  States  which  must  be  con- 
sidered in  the  settlement  of  this  question 
than  the  one  which  he  particularly  rewe- 
sents  and  speaks  for.  The  honorable 
member  has  been  pleading  for  Victorian 
manufacturers,  and  for  n<Kie  other.  These 


are  Victorian  duties,  which  to-morrow 
would  be  scouted  if  they  were  referred  to 
all  Australia. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — It  is  a  great  pity 
to  bring  in  that  sort  of  consideration. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  is  about  time 
to  bring  it  in.  It  is  being  brought  in  by 
honorable  members  oxistantly. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapbcan. — It  is  a  slander 
on  New  South  Wales  to  say  sudi  a  thing. 

Mr.  HuHK  Cook.  —  A  slander  cm 
Queensland,  too. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — We  ought  to  be  able 
to  deal  with  the  question  on  its  merits. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  dealing 
with  it  on  its  merits.  The  honorable 
member  for  Bendigo  has  s^d  that  we  can- 
not have  fiscal  peace  unless  we  pass  prac- 
tically prohibitive  duties.  He  will  find 
out  that  that  is  not  the  way  to  secure 
fiscal  peace,  and  that  there  are  more 
States  than  one  to  be  consulted  in  r^ard 
to  the  question.  I  am  tired  of  hearing 
the  cry  of  fiscal  peace  raised  as  a  reason 
for  voting  prohibitive  duties.  In  that 
connexion  the  whole  of  Australia  must  be 
considered  I  do  not  believe  tiiat  Aus- 
tralia to-day  is  in  favour  of  the  fixing 
of  these  duties  at  the  high  rates  pro- 
posed by  the  Government.  I  should  like 
to  make_  some  reference  to  what  I  thought 
was  an  implied  reflection- by  the  honorable 
member  for  Bendigo  on  the  management 
of  mines  in  Western  Australia.  The  honor- 
able member  says  that  the  managers,  if  they 
were  free  agents,  would  be  glad  to  place 
their  (»ders  for  mining  machinery  in  Vic- 
toria and  elsewhere  in  Australia,  but  that 
they  are  under  the  domination  of  direc- 
torates having  their  head  offices  in  Londcm. 
The  implicaticm  that  these  mining 
managers  are  not  free  agents  in  the  con- 
trol of  the  mines,  is  an  unworthy  reflection 
upon  a  bodv  of  independent  men  obtaining 
their  machinery,  I  believe,  where  they 
think  they  ought  to  get  it. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  directors  have  a 
voice  in  the  determination  of  where  their 
machinery  shall  be  obtained. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  should  like 
to  hear  of  a  London  directorate  of  one 
of  the  huge  mines  in  Western  Australia 
which  would  dictate  to  its  manager  on 
the  field  where  he  should  obtain  his  ma- 
chinerv.  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is 
such  dictation.  No  manager  with  so  huge 
a  responsibility  upon  hisr^aU^FP/^woutd 
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Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — They  have  an  ab- 
solutely free  hand. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  should  think 
so.  If  it  be  true  as  has  been  said — and 
I  believe  it  is — that  magnifioent  mining 
machines,  made  in  the  eastern  States,  are 
doing  splendid  work  in  Western  Australia, 
what  a  triumph  for  the  old  duty  it  is. 
If  we  were  able  under  the  old  Tariff  to 
make  svch  macltinery,  and  to  ship  it  to 
the  West,  why  do  we  need  these  high 
prohibitive  duties  to  foster  a  strangled  in- 
dustry? Nearly  all  the  mining  managers 
in  Western  Australia  are  nnanimous  in 
their  request  that  these  duties  should  be 
lowered.  Here  are  their  statements. 
Does  the  honorable  member  for  Bendigo 
suggest  that  they  are  not  honest,  or  that 
the  mine  managers  were  acting  under  com- 
pulsion CHI  the  part  of  the  London  directors 
in  suhwnitting  them  to  us?  I  do  not  be- 
lieve it. ,  We  have  heard  during  this  de- 
bate repeated  references  to  the  Austral 
Otis  Engineering  Company. 

Sir  John  Quick.— The  Mort's  Dock  En- 
gineering Ccwnpany  applied  for  the  same 
duty. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  afraid 
that  my  honorable  friend  is  too  ready  to 
listen  to  all  that  interested  persons  have 
to  say.  He  seems  to  think  that  the  mere 
fact  that  interested  persons*  ask  for  fhese 
duties  is  ccnclusive  evidence  of  their  need. 
Who  would  not  ask  when  be  knew  that 
he  might  receive?  'Who  would  not  say 
in  such  circumstances  that  he  wished  to 
dip  into  the  public  Treasury  ?  Such  state- 
ments have  no  right  to  be  considered  un- 
less they  were  proved  up  to  the  hilt  before 
the  Tariff  Cwnmission.  The  Ccanmission 
was  appointed  to  investigate  every  state- 
ment regarding  the  Tariff,  and  to  prove 
or  disprove  it.  I  should  not  have  spoken 
to  this  question  but  for  the  statement 
made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Bendigo,  which,  I  think,  was  unworthy 
of  him,  in  regard  to  the  position  of  mine 
managers.  In  order  to  buttress  up  his 
case,  he  had  to  make  a  reflection  upon  a 
IxDdv  of  men  as  independent  and  as 
capable  as  are  any  to  be  found  in  Aus- 
tralia, and  men  who  above  all  others 
would  not  brook  any  dictation  in  the 
management  of  their  mines.  I  shall  vote 
for  the  amendment  moved  bv  the  honor- 
able member  for  Kalgoorlie,  that  the 
general  Tariff  be  20  per  cent. — and  that 
the  duty  on  imports  from  the  United 
Kingdom  be  15  per  cent. — not  because  I 


think  that  we  ought  to  impose  a  duty  of 
20  per  cent.,  but  because*  I  believe  it  is 
all  that  we  shall  be  likely  to  get  If  I 
thought  we  had  the  slightest  chanoe  of 
reverting  to  the  old  duty  I  should  propose 
an  amendmoit  accordingly,  but  since  I 
think  that  there  is  no  chance  of  our  doing 
so,  I  shall  vote  for  this  compromise. 

Mr.  FOWLER  (P6rth)  [1.50  a.m.].— 
Since  my  night's  rest  has  been  bnAen,  I 
intend  now  to  justify  the  work  that  I  did 
as  a  member  of  the  Tariff  Commission  on 
this  item  and  the  promises  I  have  made 
to  my  constituents  in  connexion  with 
it.  I  agree  with  the  bononUe 
mendier  for  Bendigo  that  the  engi- 
neering firms  asked  for  duties  of  25  per 
cent. ;  but  many  of  those  employed  in  the 
industry  asked  for  double  that  rate.  If 
the  honorable  gentleman  is  looking  at  the 
matter  from  the  stand-pant  of  the  work- 
man, he  should  advocate  duties  of  not  25 
but  50  per  cent.  We  were  told  by  sotne  • 
in  the  industry  that  duties  of  25  per  cent. 
are  of  no  use  to  them  ;  that  what  they  want 
is  prohibition.  If  protection  is  wwth  any- 
thing at  all  to  the  working  raen  of  Austra- 
lia, the  protective  duties  should  be  raised 
until  they  become  absolutely  prohibitive. 
A  great  deal  of  the  equipment  of  AustnJian 
mines  has  been  made  by  Australian  CTgi- 
neering  firms.  I  was  glad  to  see  that 
evidence  of  the  willingness  of  the  manapers 
of  those  mines  to  use  Australian 
producticHis  as  mudi  as  possible.  But 
while  much  of  what  they  require  is 
made  in  Australia,  they  said  ^at 
it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  procure  within 
the  Commonwealth  everything  that  thev 
need,  and  they  asked  to  be  permitted  to 
import  special  machinerv,  without  bein^ 
penalized  by  duties  Avhich  would  seriouslv 
handicap  the  development  of  the  industrv. 
The  honorable  member  for  Bendigo  has  in- 
sinuated that  the  mining  managers  are  in- 
fluenced by  their  directors  in  London  tn 
purchase  machinery  outside  Australia. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  have  heard  iln* 
same  thing  manv  times. 

Mr.  FOWLER.— One  after  another  of 
the  mining  managers  came  before  the 
Tariff  Commission,  and  all  swore  that  thev 
had  an  absolutelv  free  hand  in  ordering 
what  thev  thought  neoessarv  for  their 
mines.  Nearly  all  of  them  are  Australians 
by  birth,  and  expressed  the  desire  to  use 
Aostralian  machinerv  as  mur-h  as  possihie. 
They  said  Hiat  it  is  onlv  in  cases  of  ahnn- 
lute  necessity  that  thev  go  outside  the  Cora- 
HKHiwealth.      I  hold  in  my  hand  a  letter 
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vhich  has  been  sent  to  me  by  one  of  the 
beit-known  and  most-respected  managers  m 
Western  Australia,  a  eentleman  who  stands 
as  high  as  any  one  ui  the  mining  world. 
Uis  reputation  for  honesty  and  integrity  is 
unsullied,  and  his  word  should  be  takwi 
absolutely  and  entirely.  He  was  Presi- 
<ient  of  the  Western  Australian  Chamber  of 
Mines  when  the  Tariff  Commission  visited 
Western  Australia,  but  was  unable  to  give 
evidence.  At  the  time  I  thought  that  he 
might  have  made  a  sperial  effort  to  do  so, 
and  I  was  inclined  to  draw  what  proved 
subsequently  to  be  an  altogether  false  con- 
rlusion.  The  gentleman  to  whom  I  refer 
is  Mr.  Richard  Hamiltcm.  the  man.icer  of 
the  Great  Boulder  Proprietary  Gold  Min- 
ing Company.  Although  he  did  not  come 
before  the  Tariff  Commission,  he  sent  to 
the  Chairman  a  letter  in  which  he  explained 
his  attitude  in  regard  to  duties.  I  believe 
i  am  correct  in  saying  that  that  letter  was 
not  taken  into  cMisideration  by  the  Chair- 
man in  drawing  up  his  reports,  and  that  it 
was  not  placed  amongst  the  papers  of  the 
Commission.  The  letter  which  I  received 
from  Mr.  Hamilton,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a 
letter  which  he  sent  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Tariff  Commission,  was  as  follows  - 

The  Great  Boulder  Propty.  Gold  Mines  Ltd., 

Boulder,  W.A.,  T7th  October,  1907. 
The  Hon.  J-  M.  Fowler  M.P., 

Parliament  House,  Melbourne,  Victoria. 
My  dear  sir. — 

Mr  Kirwan  has  written  me  regarding  a  recent 
CDDTCtiation  he  had  with  vou  on  the  Tariff  ques- 
tion, when  you  expressed  a  doubt  that  mv  pub- 
lished opinions  as  President  of  the  Chamber  ol 
Mines  did  not  correctly  reOect  my  private  views. 
In  order  to  disr.el  anv  misconception,  I  hasten 
■  to  inform  you  that  there  is  no-  divergence  be- 
tween them.  AtthooRh  in  favour  of  a  low  Tariff 
for  revenue  purposes,  aad  to  prevent  importers 
monopolies,  I  am  stronplv  opposed  to  duties  that 
will  tend  to  cripple  primarv  industries,  in  order 
to  m»intai>i  mannfactories  that  must  eventually 
CBtireW  depend  upon  the  indigenous  industries. 

With  so  smalt  a  population  in  the  Common- 
wealth,  the  prohibitory  duties  on  high  class 
machin^rv  seem  to  invite  monopoly  by  a  firm 
that  might  be  induced  to  undertake  the  manu- 
facture, for  there  is  not  demand  enough  within 
the  rommonwialth  to  adenuatelv  emnlov  even 
one  firm,  if  that  firm  will  snend  a  sufficient  amount 
of  money  to  keep  it  nbreast  of  the  progress 
moHe  bv  manufacturers  in  the  older  manufac- 
turing cotmtries.  The  effect  would  be  a  ««« 
increase  in  the  immediate  cost  of  the  machines 
an^  inferioritv  of  desim  and  workmanshio. 

I  f!o  not  think  I  can  do  better  than  enclose  for 
vour  pemsal  a  copy  of  my  letter  of  the  ,^rd 
October,  iqo^,  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Tariff 
Comraission.  wherein  I  have  set  out  at  length  my 
i.rivate  views  on  the  imtwrt  duties  on  mining 
mnrhinerv.  I  also  send  you  a  report  of  an  inter- 
view  pnblished  in  the  Kalgfivrlie  Miner  on  the 
31st  Angost,  1907. 


In  coacIuuoQt  I  may  add  that  the  opinioos 
expressed  by  the  protectionist  section  of  the 
Tariff  Commtuion  in  paragraph  t»  of  their  re- 
port are  quite  in  accord  with  my  views^  vis. : — 
That  wherever  price  and  efficiency  ol  pfo- 
ductkm  will  allow  them  to  do  »,  the  mine  mana- 
gers will  always  give  the  preference  to  Aus- 
tralian manufactures. 

Vou  are  at  liberty  to  make  whatever  use  yoa 
deem  necessary  of  this  letter. 

Yonrs  faithfully, 

Rn.  Hamilton. 

The  letter  sent  by  Mr.  HamilKxi  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Tariff  Commission  is  as 
follows — 

K^lgoorlie, 

3rd  October,  1905. 

The  Chairman, 

Royal   Commission  on  the  Commoawealth 
Tariff,  I^algoorlie. 

Sir, 

I  regret  that,  having  been  called  away  on 
urgent  business,  I  have  not  had  an  opportunitjr 
of  appearing  before  the  Commission  to  give  evi- 
dence in  support  of  more  favorable  treatment 
in  the  matter  of  import  duties  on  machinery  and 
requisites  used  in  coonexion  with  the  mining  in- 
dustry of  this  State. 

The  reasons  which  led  me  to  take  up  the  posi- 
tion of  advocating  a  reduction  in  the  duties  on 
machinery — which  I  think  should  be  classed  as 
"tools  of  trade"  in  this  industry — and  on  mate- 
rials used  in  the  pursuit  of  mining,  are  briefly 
as  follows— 

We  have  in  this  State  an  enormous  area  of 
auriferous  country  awaitiit^g  development.  So  far 
only  the  richer  mines  are  being  worked;  but  the 
future  will  entirely  depend  on  the  lower  grade 
deposits,  of  which  a  Urge  number,  almost  pay- 
able under  present  conditions,  are  already  known 
to  exist.  • 

If  by  means  of  good  and  cheap  machinery  we 
are  placed  in  a  better  nosition  to  open  up  these 
low  grade  mines,  it  will  be  to  the  material  ad- 
vantage of  the  whole  community  of  Uiit  State. 

Unlike  other  industries,  the  product  of  gold 
mining  is  not  of  fluctuating  value^  and  having 
established  our  mining  industry  on  a  wider  basis, 
we  need  have  no  fear  of  the  profitable  disposal 
of  the  product,  inasmuch  as  a  standard  price  is 
always  obtainable.  Mining  is  a  natural  indus- 
try, and  in  it  Western  Australia  has  no  fear  of 
outside  competition.  Every  extra  man  employed 
directly  supports  00  the  average  four  other  per- 
sons; this  can  easily  be  proved  by  taking  the 
number  of  workers  in  anv  group  of  mines  in  the 
State,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  where  100  workers 
have  found  employment  a  community  or  about 
500  congregates  in  the  neighbourhood. 

It  seems  to  me  that  by  encouraging  the  mining 
industry  we  are,  by  its  expansion,  creating  a 
greater  demand  for  the  manufactured  products 
of  subsidiary  industries  and  that  by  natural 
growth  the  latter  can  hone  for  more  assistance 
than  the  artificial  support  of  protective  duties. 

I  do  not  wish  to  discourage  the  manufacture  in 
Australia  of  the  simpler  lines  of  machinery  which 
the  local  manufacturers  are  ^ble  to  produce  in 
competition  with  the  outside  world,  but  I  am 
convinced   that  Western  Australia's   first  con- 
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This  State  affords  an  excclIcDt  example  of  the 
fact  that  there  is  nothing  which  will  open  up  a 
new  country  so  quickly  as  gold  miQiog. 

]  have  no  doubt  that  in  the  course  of  time  tlie 
exponsioD  of  the  minint!  industry  and  the  conse' 
quent  growth  of  the  apricullural  and  pastoral 
industries,  due  to  the  increase  of'  population, 
a  greater  demand  will  be  created,  for  machmery, 
which  Australian  manufacturers  will  be  able  to 
make,  but  in  the  meantime  it  is  a  distinct  dis- 
advantage, from  u  minmg  point  of  view,  that 
the  industry  should  pay  protective  duties  to  en- 
able local  manufacturers  to  supply  us  with  copies 
of  high  class  machinery  and  often,  I  am  surry 
to  say,  Tery  bad  copies. 

Iq  my  opinion,  the  population  of  the  Common- 
wealth is  too  small  and  too  scattered  to  expect 
the  establishment  of  manufactories  on  a  suffi- 
ciently  large  scale,  and  equipped  with  the  costly 
tools  necessary  to  make  high  class  machinery, 
either  in  the  field  of  steam  and  electricity. 

From  my  intimate  knowledge  of  the  gold- 
bearing  country  within  a  radtus  of  aoo  miles 
from  Kalgoorlie,  1  am  sure  that  for  geperationt 
to  come  there  will  be  work  provided  in  the 
opening  up  of  the  low  grade  bodies  to  which  I 
have  referred,  and  which  have  not  yet  been 
thoroughly  prospected;,  and  it  is  more  to  the 
advantage  of  the  community  at  the  present  stage 
that  every  facility  should  be  given  to  open  up 
these  natural  resources,  than  to  retard  their 
development  by  bolstering  up  what  may  be 
termed  artificial  industries. 

So  long  as  there  is  a  population  here  sup- 
ported by  the  gold  produced,  we  can  make  use 
of  the  pastoral  value  of  the  gold-fields  country 
10  a  considerable  extent  ^  otherwise  large  tracts 
of  good  pasture  land,  siutable  for  raising  cattle 
and  sheep  for  local  consumption,  must  remain 
unutilixed. 

-  I,  personally,  would  advocate  the  removal  of 
the  duties^Q  all  macliiaery  which  comes  into  the 
country  to  develop  its  mineral  resources  a^d  ^ive 
employment  to  workers,  and  would  suggest  that 
the  revenue  which  would  be  lost  from  the  aboli- 
tion of  such  duties  could  be  raised  by  a  tax  on, 
say,  liquors  and  niircotics,  and  atlicles  ot 
luxury,  tea,  coffee,  and  several  articles  of  food 
which  caimot  be  produced  in  the  Commonwealth. 
These  might  be  legitimately  taxed  to  raise 
revenue,  and  a  very  small  duty  on  such  items 
would  return  many  times  more  than  the  amount 
now  raised  by  duties  on  mining  machinery,  &c. 

Western  Australia  essentially  differs  from  all 
the  other  States  in  the  necessity  for  supporting 
the  mining  industry,  because,  owing  to  the  defi- 
ciency of  the  rainfall  in  the  interior  and  on  the 
gold-fields,  the  agricultural  land  does  not  extend 
inland  very  many  miles.  Unless  we  keep  the 
industry  going  on  the  gold-fields,  this  particular 
part  of  the  country  will  revert  again  to  the 
wilderness,  and  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
State  would  immediately  suffer  a  serious  decline. 

My  firm  conviction  is  that  in  the  interests  of 
the  State  it  is  of  paramount  importance  that  the 
mining  industry  should  receive  every  legitimate 
encouragement. 

I  have  rea<t  the  reports  of  the  evidence  sub- 
mitted bv  the  mining  representatives  who  have 
appeared  before  the  Commission,  in  which  evl- 
drncc  1  fully  concur,  and  as  the  case  has  been, 
in  my  opinion,  well  placed  before  you  from  the 
mining  point  of  view,  it  does  not  appear  to  me 
Sir.  Fawfer. 


that  I  am  able  to  add  anything  of  much  import- 
ance to  the  voluminous  evidence  that  bos  already 
been  submitted. 

In  -  these  circumstancesj  it  is  not  my  wish  to 
furUier  trespass  on  the  time'  of  the  Commis- 
sion, particularly  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
brief  lime  remaining  at  their  disposal  in  Kal* 
goorlie  will  be  fully  occupied  in  hearing  the 
evidence  which  witnesses  representing  other  sec- 
tions of  the  community  desire  to  tender. 

1  haye  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 
Your  obedient  Semnt, 
(Signed)  Rn.  Hawltom. 

I  became  acquainted  with  the  existence  of 
this  letter  only  by  receiving  it  from  Mr. 
Hamilton  the  other  we^.  It  ccmtains  a 
very  eloquent  plea  against  subjecting  the 
mining  industry  to  further  increases  of 
duty,  and  shows  the  posititxi  of  mining 
managers,  who  have  swtMti  that  they  use 
Australian  madiinery  to  the  greatest  extent 
possible. 

Mr.  Frazes. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber say  that  the  letter  was  written  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Tariff  Commission  in  his 
official  capacity,  and  that  he  kept  it  from 
the  other  members  of  the  COTimissitm  ? 

Mr.  FOWLER.— I  do  not  wish  to  say 
anything  like  that.  The  letter  has  been 
sent  to  me  as  a  ct^y  of  one  sent  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Commission. 

Sir  John  Quick. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber knows  that  the  Commission  did  not  re- 
cognise letters  unless  the  writers  came  for- 
ward to  support  their  statements  on  oath. 

Mr.  FOWLER.— I  know  that  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  utilized  other  letters  in 
drawing  up  his  rqxHts. 

Sir  John  Quick. — And  we  put  them  in 
the  schedule. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  —  This  letter  has  not 
been  published  in  the  schedule.  We  are 
told  that  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  work- 
men in  the  engineering  industry  that  the 
industry  should  be  given  a  high  degree  of 
protectitHi  to  enable  it  to  compete  with 
outsiders.  That  phase  of  the  question  as 
affecting  this  as  well  as  every  other  item  in 
the  Tariff  was  carefully  gone  into  by  the 
free-trade  section  of  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion, but  although  the  labour  questic»i  has 
always  been  put  forward  by  protecticmists 
on  the  hustings  and  in  protectionist  news- 
papers as  the  most  important  aspect  of  the 
whole  matter,  honorable  members  will 
not  find  frcan  beginning  to  end  of  the  re- 
ports of  the  protecticmist  section  of  the 
Tariff  Commission  a  single  attempt  made 
(o  analyze  the  labour  question.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  free-trade  sectim  have  <kne  so, 
and  we  find,  as^.|^.^Jj^v0^^t  the 
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demand  for  protection  based  on  the  alleged 
necessity  of  protecting  labour  is  an  al»o- 
lute  sham.  Here  is  one  of  our  findings, 
based  on  facts  and  figures  tefemd  to  in 
the  repwt,  and  I  diallenge  any  one  to  con- 
trovert it — 

That  the  amount  paid  in  wa^es  in  the  manu- 
facture of  mining  machinery  id  the  Common- 
wealth doea  not  exceed  one-third  the  total  value 
of  the  output;  that  the  cost  of  labour  in  Aui* 
timlia  i«,  at  the  most,  one-third  higher  than  the 
cmt  in  competing  countries;  that,  Uierefore,  the 
euating  doty  of  1*4  per  cent,  ad  valorem  much 
more  than  coreri  the  difference  in  the  labour 
cost.  For  example,  in  an  output  abroad  of  the 
Tatue  of  ;Ci,ooo  the  sum  of  would  be  paid 

in  wages.  In  a  similar  output  m  Australia  the 
amount  paid  in  wages  would  be  £332.  The 
difiFerence,  therefore,  in  labour  cost  would  be 
]Qt3  to  a  toUl  value  of  j£i,oooj  in  other  words, 
a  little  over  ft  per  cent. 

Here  is  one  of  the  industries  in  which  the 
disproportion  between  the  wages  paid  in 
England  and  in  Australia  might  be  con- 
sidered more  striking  than  in  connexion 
with  many  others,  and  yet  it  is  shown  that 
the  difference  in  price  due  to  diflferenoe  m 
labour  cost  is  not  more  than  8  per  cent. 
This  is  what  all  the  outcry  has  been  about. 
I  wish  to  say  now  that  the  duties  as  re- 
commended arc  intended  for  the  benefit  of 
Victoria,  and  if  adopted  would  strike  a 
staggering  blow  at  the  State  from  which 
1  come.  If  I  considered  merely  my  per- 
sonal interests  I  should  be  found  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Dalley  advocating 
protective  duties  for  the  benefit  of  engi- 
neers. There  are  no  mines  in  my  elec- 
torate, but  there  are  a  great  many  engi- 
neers. Still,  in  common  with  other  West- 
em  Australian  representatives,  protectionist 
and  free-trade,  I  realize  that  the  welfare 
of  my  State  is  bound  up  in  the  welfare 
of  the  mining  industry,  and  that  unless  I 
do  evervthing  in  mv  power  to  assist  the  de- 
Telo[Hnent  of  that  industry  and  prevent  in- 
jury overtaking  it  the  engineers  in  my  elec- 
torate will  not  be  well  ser\'ed  by  me.  The 
engineers  of  Western  Australia  depend  fra* 
thdr  prosperity  upcm  the  develc^xnent  of 
the  mining  industry  of  the  State,  and  what- 
ever would  be  good  for  that  industry  would 
re-act  for  the  benefit  of  the  engineers.  So 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  taking  a  broad- 
minded  view  of  this  matter,  and  in  voting 
for  the  lowest  duties  I  can  obtain,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  mining  industry  of  Australia, 
and  specially  of  the  State  from  which  I 
ogme,  believing,  after  having  gone  into  the 
matter  caiefullv  as  a  member  of  the  Tariff 
Commission,  that  in  so  voting  I  shall  be 


doing  what  is  best  in  the  interests  of  the 
engineering  industry  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [2.5  a.m.].— 
As  a  membo'  of  the  Kalgoorlie  Chamber 
of  Mines,  and  knowing  the  whole  of  the 
members  of  that  Chamter,  I  think  I  should 
defend  them  from  the  slur  attempted  to  be 
thrown  upwi  them.  It  is  a  scandalous 
thing  that  straightfor^vard,  honest,  men 
should  have  been  made  the  subject  of  such 
an  attack.  Two  or  three  times  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Bendigo  made  state- 
ments which  implied  that  the  directors  of 
the  mines  were  interested  in  purdiasing  ma- 
chinery from  the  Old  Country. 

Sir  John  Qinoc.— I  deny  that  I  said 
anything  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— We  shall  see  what 
Hansard  says  on  the  subject.  The  hon- 
orable member  said  b^  implication  that  the 
managers  of  the  muies  were  not  free 
agents,  and  were  dictated  to  as  to  where 
they  should  purdiase  the  machinery 
they  required.  I  deny  tlie  statement.  I 
say  that  these  men  are  as  free  as  anv  in 
the  world,  and  would  be  prepared  at  once 
to  resign  if  any  attempt  were  made,  even 
by  their  directors,  to  dictate  to  them  in  the 
manner  suggested.  The  mine  managers  of 
Kalgoorlie  are  Australians,  and  as  capable 
in  the  business  which  they  follow  as  any 
men  could  be.  I  hope  the  Committee 
will  ijecognise  that  they  are  free  agents, 
who  will  purchase  in  Australia  where  they 
can.  There  are  only  a  few  items  which 
they  ask  us  to  allow  them  to  get  elsewhere, 
because  they  can  do  so  with  advantage  to 
the  industry,  and  in  order  to  lower  the 
working  cost  of  the  mines.  They  have 
to  treat  large  bodies  of  low  grade  ore. 
They  have  now  to  work  on  lower  grades 
of  ore  and  at  lower  levels  than  ever 
before,  and  they  should  surely  be  al- 
lowed to  be  the  best  judges  of  the  tools 
thev  require  for  thdr  work.  I  am  English, 
but  I  am  proud  to  know  that  these  men  are 
Australians  who  would  not  be  dictated  to 
in  such  a  matter  even  by  the  owners  oi  the 
mines.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  of  them 
would  stand  it.  I  know  that  one  of  them 
refused  an  offer  to  take  charge  of  a  mining 
property  in  Borneo  at  a  salary  of  jQs.ooo 
a  year.  Such  men  are  not  likely  to  be 
dictated  to  in  the  manner  suggested  by 
the  honwable  member  for  Bendigo,  and  I 
hope  the  members  of  the  Committee  will 
be  prepared  to  allow  them^tojourd^a^e  the 
material  they  reqW^H«}fr'W^§>l^. 
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Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare)  [2.9 
a.ia.]. — I  am  sorry  that  the  Treasurer  has 
ifecided  to  "  bullock  "  this  item  through  at 
this  hour  of  the  morning,  when  the  C<xn- 
mittee  is  not  in  a  ccmditim  to  give  it  the 
<X)nsideration  which  its  importance  de- 
mands. I  do  not  intend  to  address  mvself 
at  great  length  to  the  questiw  at  this  hour> 
although,  in  view  of  the  importance  of  the 
interests  involved,  the  temptatim  to  do 
so  is  very  great.  I  cannot  allow  the  oppor- 
tunity to  pass  without  expressing  my  ap- 
preciatiffli  of  the  straight  talk  which  the 
■deputy  leader  of  the  Opposition  adminis- 
tered to  his  anti-Socialist  colleague,  the  hcMi- 
«rable  member  for  'rendigo.  The  debate  has 
shown  where  the  free-trade  forces  are  drift- 
ing in  this  matter.  The  honorable  mem- 
lier  for  Parramatta  must  see  now  that  the 
ultimate  goal  aimed  at  by  a  number  of  his 
anti- Socialist  supporters  is  prohibition. 
The  honorable  member  for  Bendigo  indi- 
cated that  that  was  his  objective  in  the 
Tariff  proposals  that  he  put  forward. 

Sir  John  Quick.--  I  said  25  per  cent,  as 
an  average  standard. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWX.— That  is  a 
fairly  high  average  standard ;  but  he  said 
that  so  long  as  there  were  importations, 
:and  the  possitnlity  of  Australian  ccMn- 
petition  was  prevented,  no  satisfactory 
Tariff  would  be  obtained.  Although  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  work  has  been  produced 
under  the  12}  per  cent,  rate,  if  the  25 
per  cent,  proposed  does  not  materially 
limit  the  imports  now  coming  in.  I  presume 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Bendigo 
would  meet  the  difficulty  by  advancing  a 
little  further  along  the  line  towards  pro- 
hibition. The  interest  for  which  he  is 
fighting'  to-night  docs  not  represent  the 
whole  of  the  industrial  interests  of  the 
Commonwealth.  It  is  a  secondary  in- 
terest, dependent  upon  the  development 
and  progress  of  other  interests,  amongst 
which  the  great  mining  industry  is  not 
insijjnificant.  Figures  submitted  by  com- 
pett-nt  authorities  to  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion, of  which  the  honorable  member  was 
Ch.iirman,  show  thqt  the  total  number  of 
hands  emploved  in  the  engineering  trade 
throughout  the  Commonwealth  in  1904 
was  15.022; 'and  that  the  total  value  of 
plant  and  machinery  in  the  industry  was 

1,1 95.6,17.  As  against  that,  the  pri- 
mary industry  of  mining,  upon  which  the 
engineering  industry  is  dependent  for  its 
verv  existence,  emploved  111,714  hands; 
and  the  value  of  its  plant  and  machinery 
was  ^1^12,476,177.    The  honcwable  member 


for  Bendigo  battles  for  the  former  as 
against  the  latter.  The  honorable  member 
may  get  his  prohibition,  but  there  is  a 
big  element  in  the  CwnmcMiwealth  that 
has  a  say,  and  that,  fighting  for  its  own 
without  asking  for  any  special  considera- 
tion, will  be  heard.  That  is  the  element 
which  I  am  going  to  stand  by  in  my  vote. 
I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  have  the  duty 
reduced  to  what  would  be  equitable  and 
fair  to  the  mining  industry.  To  see  the 
great  difference  between  the  prohibition- 
ists of  this  House  and  the  protectitHilsts 
of  other  countries,  oae  needs  only  to  turn 
to  the  Tariffs  of  protecticHiist  countries  like 
New  Zealand  and  Canada,  where  a  big 
proportion  of  this  machinery  is  either  on 
the  5  per  cent,  revenue  list  or  upwi  the  free 
list,  the  great  bulk  being  on  the  free  list. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [2.15  a.m.l. 
— The  honorable  member  for  Bendigo 
voted  a  little  while  ago  for  a  X2|  per  cent 
duty  upon  agricultural  implements.  In- 
stead  of  the  honorable  member  lashing 
himself  into  a  white  heat  of  passion, 
it  would  have  been  interesting  if  he  had 
told  us  why  the  mining  industry  of  Aus- 
tralia should  be  treated  differently  from 
the  farming  and  other  industries. 

Sir  John  QincK. — I  voted  for  25  per 
cent,  on  harvesters  and  other  Mg  agricul- 
tural machines. 

Mr.  MAHON.  —  That  dicumstance 
scarcely  justifies  the  honorable  member,  as 
a  protectionist,  in  voting  for  so  low  a  duty 
as  12^  per  cent  on  a  lar^  number  of  im- 
plements used  in  farming.  The  honorable 
member  is  well  aware  that  the  Mie  industry 
of  this  country  which  receives  no  Tariff 
advantage  whatever  is  that  of  mining.  No 
Tariff  can  add  a  farthing  to  the  value  of 
an  ounce  of  gold.  1  have  never  yet  heard 
protectionists  in  this  House,  either  in  con- 
nexion with  this  Tariff  or  that  of  1902 — 
not  even  the  right  hcMorable  monber  for 
Adelaide,  the  framer  of  the  r902  Tarift, 
a  man  who  has  made  inotection  a  life 
study — face  fairly  and  squarely  the  qnes* 
ti«i  why  an  industry  whidi  receives 
no  Tariff  ndvantyge  should  be  loaded  up 
with  the  hi(»hest  duties  imposed  under  the 
Tariff.  Why  should  those  who  receive  no 
Tariff  advanfap;e  be  required  to  bear  the 
highest  Tariff  burden?  And  why  should 
those  whose  products  are  artificially  en- 
hanev'd  in  price  bv  the  TarllT.  escape 
all  taxation  under  the  Tariff?  I  am  not 
specially  concerned  about  the  big  ridi 
mines  at  Kalgoorlie  or  (^tWf^fOt^  else. 
Probably   those  "P^Stlk^Msif 
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managed  frcKn  London  are  able  to  pay  any 
impost  that  may  be  levied  upon  them  

Sir  JoBN  Quick. — They  have  bad 
j^i  3,000,000  in  dividends. 

Mr.  MAHON.— If  so»  they  have  pat  a 
good  many  millions  into  the  ground  to 
earn  it.  Thev  risked  ;i  ci)niidcrai)le 
iUDOunt  of  capital,  and  are  surely  entitled 
to  some  reward  for  their  enterprise.  All  the 
Kalgocwlie  mines  are  not  Great  Boulders, 
Uke  Views,  or  Perseverances.  In  a  great 
many  cases,  there  is  some  difficulty  in  mak- 
ing low-grade  mines  even  pay  their  way. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvxme. — Persons  will  not 
work  mines  that  are  made  unprofitable  to 
tbem. 

Mr.  Watson. — Yet,  we  have  resolutions 
from  miners'  unions  asking  for  a  protec- 
tive Tariff. 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  was  coming  to  that 
These  resoIuticKis  are  eloquent  of  the 
P^riotism  and  disinterestedness  of  the 
Western  Australian  miners.  The  bulk  of 
the  nuning  community  there  denret  to  see 
Australia  self-oontiuiied,  being  content  to 
saciifioe  a  good  'deal  to  assist  the  producers 
of  the  eastern  States  to  attain  prosperity, 
without  having  themselves  any  hope  of 
■baring  in  it.  But  the  honorable  member 
for  South  Sydney  would  be  the  last  to 
accept  a  chance  resolutitm  of  his  con- 
stituents as  an  mstmctim  to  him  to  vote 
in  a  certain  way.  He  would  be  still  more 
disinclined  to  slavishly  obey  such  a  resolu- 
dm  if  he  were  convinced  that  it  was 
adopted  hurriedly,  or  on  'misleading  and 
ex  parte  information,  or  .  without  the 
people  concerned  having  had  such  an  ex- 
petience  of  the  operation  of  the  Tariff  <hi 
thar  interests  and  occupations  as  would 
make  their  carefullv-matured  views  a  chart 
by  which  the  Parliamentary  representative 
might  mark  out  his  course.  This  is  the 
difficulty  which  confronts  me  in  respert  to 
these  isolated  expressions  of  public  o^nion. 
Like  the  honorable  member  for  Sotith 
Svdney,  I  am  always  prepared  to  give 
effect  to  the  will  of  the  people,  duly  ob- 
tained and  decisively  expressed.  In  this 
case,  the  evidence  satisfies  me  that  the 
protection  given  by  the  lower  rate  of  duty 
vilt  be  adequate  to  the  encouragement  oif 
tiie  engineering  industry  without  bdng  un- 
duly oppressive  to  those  engaged  in  min- 
ing. That  is  the  golden  mean  which 
governs  mv  vote  on  this  item.  We  mvmt 
not  discard  from  our  consideration  the 
pmjtpectors  and  pioneers  who  are  working 
*h«r  own  properties  in  the  isolated  por- 
tions of  Australia.   It  is  their  interests  and 


oot  the  intaesta  of  the  laige  mines  at 
Kalgoorlie,  Broken  Hill  and  elsewhere, 
which  arouse  my  aolicitnd&  Many  pro- 
perties in  Western  Australia  are  being  de- 
veloped by  the  men  who  discovered  them, 
and  they  are  in  the  position  of  small  co- 
operative parties  upon  whom  it  would  be 
cruel  to  place  any  unnecessary  disability. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— That  is  not  con- 
fined  to  Western  Australia. 

Mr.  MAHON.— That  is  so.  I  have  re- 
ceived a  circular  relating  to  the  Stanley 
mine  at  Bright. 

Sir  John  Quick. — That  has  reference 
to  portable  engines,  which  are  not  in  ques- 
tion under  this  item. 

Mr.  MAHON. — The  two  are  intimately 
related.  Portable  engines  are  in  the 
next  Item ;  and  I  am  anxious  to  see 
what  the  honorable  member  for  fiertdigo 
will  do  in  this  ccMinexicn.  That  class  of 
engine  is  not  manufactured  here;  it  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  under  the  conditions  of 
this  particular  company.  It  is  mainly 
composed  of  working  miners ;  and  thev  re- 
cently held  a  meeting,  at  which  resolution* 
were  passed  demanding  a  reduction  of  the 
duty.  I  remind  honorable  members  that 
in  Western  Aufitralia,  as  the  honorable 
member  for  Swan  is  aware,  there  are  manv 
one-mine  towns,  which  are  dependent  on 
low-grade  ores  ;  and,  if  the  high  prohibitive 
duties  favoured  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Bendigo,  bv  raising  the  cost  of  ma- 
chinery, have  the  result  of  rendering  such 
mmes  unprofitable,  not  onlv  will  the 
foundries  of  Bendigo,  Castlemaine,  and 
Melbourne  not  receive  orders,  but  unem- 
ployed miners  will  be  thrown  on  the  labour 
market  in  competition  with  the  workers  of 
the  towns.  We  have  heard  enough  about 
the  big  mines  at  Kalgooriie  and  Brol;.n 
Hill;  and  I  do  not  desire  to  detain  the 
Canmittee  by  any  further  reference  to  them. 
I  am  sure  that  the  honoraljle  member  for 
Bendigo  desires  only  what  is  fair 
and  right  in  the  interests  of  the 
whole  of  Australia.  I  do  not  accuse  him 
of  speaking  merely  on  Iiehalf  of  Victorian 
foundries ;  he  had  given  proof  of  his 
zeal  as  a  Federalist  long  before  «f 
ever  dealt  with  the  Tariff ;  and  we  all  give 
him  the  utmost  credit  for  being  a  good 
Australian.  I  point  out,  however,  that  if, 
bv  any  action  of  his  the  low-grade  mines 
of  Western  Australia  are  closed,  and  the 
miners,  who  have  been  fertilizing  other 
portitms  of  Australia  with  the  proceeds  of 
their  industry,  are  thrown  out  of  emplov-  j 
ment,  the  expoiditure  by  the  Postal  arid 
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otlier  Departments,  in  extending  the  con- 
venienoes  of  civilizatitm,  will  be  lost. 
Some  of  these  small  centres  will  disappear 
from  the  mapj  and  the  workers,  instead  of 
receiving  ronunerative  employment,  will 
be  thrown  into  competition  with  workers 
elsewhere.  I  am  sure  that  that  is  not  a 
oonsummaticHi  the  hcHiorable  member  de- 
sires ;  and  I  place  it  befwe  the  Committee 
as  a  consideration  whidi  ought  not  to  be 
excluded  in  dealing  with  this  duty. 

•Question — That  the  figures  "  30  ' 
left  out — resolved  in  the  affirmadve. 

Question— That  the  figures  *'  20  ' 
inserted — put. 

The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes     ...  ...  ...  26 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  25 


Majority 


Archer,  E.  W 
Brown,  Tilley 
Brown,  Thomas 
Can,  E.  S. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Fairbairo,  G. 
Forrest.  Sir  Joha 
Fowler,  T.  M. 
Frazer,  C.  E, 
1-uUer,  G.  W. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Irvine.  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 


Bamford,  F.  W. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  }. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hutchison,  ]. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Mathews,  J. 
M  auger,  S. 
McDougall.  J.  K. 


Kelly,  W.  H. 
Fvsh,  Sir  Philip 
Reid.  G.  H. 
Bowden,  £.  K. 
Edwards,  R. 
Atkinson,  L. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Glynn,   P.  McM. 
Wvnne,  A. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Livingston,  J. 


Atbs. 

Mahon,  H. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Suence,  W.  G. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomion,  Dugald 
Willia.  H. 
Wilson,-  J.  G. 

Tellers: 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Liddell,  F. 


Noes. 


be 
be 


Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Storrcr,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudot,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wi!ks,  W.  H. 
Wise,  C.  H. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Hall,  D.  R. 


Pairs. 

Kingston,  C.  C. 
Harper,  R. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Sampson,  S. 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
O'Malley,  King 
Page,  J. 
Deakm,  A. 


Amendment  (bv  Mr.  Frazek)  agreed 

to— 

That  the  ameiidment  be.  amended  by  leavioK 
out  the  figures  "  25,"  paragraph  B. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Fbazeb)  put — 

That  the  figures  "15"  be  inserted  in  Uea  of 
the  figures  "25,"  just  left  out 

The  Coamuttee  divided. 
Ayes     ...         ...         ...  a5 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  26 


Majority 


Ayes. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Brown,  TtUey 
Brown,  Tbomns 
Cook,  Joseph 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 


Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  £. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Mathews,  J. 
Mauger,  S.  ' 
HcDougall,  J.  K. 


Mahon,  H. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Thomas,  J- 
Thomson,  DuEald 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

Telltrs: 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Liddell,  F. 


NOBS. 


Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wilks.  W.  H. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Cook,  Hume 


PAns. 

Kingston,  C.  C. 
Harper,  R. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Sampson,  S. 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
O'Malley,  King 
Page,  J. 
Deakm,  A. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Amendment  of  the  amendment  agreed  ta 


Kelly,  W.  B. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Edwards,  R. 
Atkinson,  L. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Glynn,   P.  UcH. 
Wynne,  A. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Livingston,  J. 

QuestiCHi  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  FinxER)  negatived — 

That  the  figures  "  i7i"  be  inserted  in  lieu  of 
the  figures  "  25,"  just  left  out. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Fisher)  agreed  to — 

That  the  figures  '*  ao "  be  inserted  fn  lieu  of 

the  figures  "25,"  just  left  out. 

Proposed  new  item,  as  ain^ded,  jagreed 

ta  Digitized  by^CjOOglC 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume--Tzea- 
surer)  [3.42  a.m.]. — I  said  earlier  in  the 
evraing  that  I  would  be  prepared  to  adjoom 
when  the  coosideration  of  ^  item  which 
has  juA  been  dealt  with  had  been  oom- 
pteted. 

Mr.  Fowler. — The  Treasurer  also 
stated  that  we  should  cease  woric  each  even- 
ing at  about  II  o'clock. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  arrange- 
ment was  conditional  upon  fair  progress 
bong  made.  In  the  drcumstanoes,  I 
do  not  think  it  would  be  fair  to  ask  mem- 
bers to  deal  with  any  fresh  items  this 
rooming.  Of  course,  there  are  times  when 
the  G<»rernment  might  feel  compelled  to 
proceed  further.  If  such  a  long  debate 
had  not  taken  place  upon  this  item  in  the 
early  portion  of  the  day  it  would  have  been 
deposed  of  by  10  or  11  o'clock  last  even- 
ing. 

Progress  repeated. 

SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 
Motion  (py  Sir  Wiluah  Ltnb)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  House,  at  iti  risii^i  adjonrn  until 
a  p.n.  Uhdmy. 
honse  adjoarned  at  3.45  a.m.  (Wednetday). 


JQouse  of  Hrpresentatilua. 

Wednesday,  2y  ^/ovember,  igoj. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2  p.m.^ 
and  read  prayers. 

PETITION. 

Mr.  POYNTON  presented  a  petition 
from  farmers  of  Blackrock,  Petersburg, 
and  Onoroo,  South  Australia,  praying  for 
a  modification  of  the  duties  relating  to  agri- 
cultural implements. 

Petition  received. 

WOMEN'S  EXHIBITION  RIFLE 
MATCHES. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Minister  of  Defence,  without  notice, 
whether  he  is  aware  of  the  series  of  rifle 
matches  at  present  being  omducted  at  the 
Wooiea's  Exhibition,  in  which  women  are 
sbcfwing  such  remarkable  iprofidency  with 
the  Francotte  and  Winchester  rifles,  that  not 
a  single  shot  had  been  fired  the  target 
during  two  days,  whilst  in  many  cases  the 
posnUe  has  been  made;  and  whether,  in 


view  of  these  facts,  he  will  give  the  wc»nen 
of  Australia  an  opportunity  of  perfecting 
th«nselves  in  rifle-shooting? 

Mr.  EWING.— I  shall  be  glad  to  do 
anything  that  will  further  the  laudable  end 
which  the  honor£U>le  member  has  in  view. 
The  questic«is  of  method  will  require  very 
special  considerations. 

TASMANIAN  MAILS. 

Mr.  STORRER.— 'I  desire  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General,  without  notice,  a  ques- 
tion relating  to  the  delivery  of  Tasmaniau 
mails  to  the  members  of  this  House.  T 
may  explain  that  members  of  Parliament 
have  at  various  times  encountered  great 
diflfculty  in  getting  their  letters.  Last 
Saturday  week  I  telephoned  down  to  the 
General  Post  Office  to  inquire  why  our 
mails  had  not  been  delivered.  I  tele- 
phoned twice,  but  I  did  not  get  my  letters 
until  M<xiday,  although  they  arrived  in 
Melbourne  at  9  o'clock  on  the  Saturday 
morning.  To-day,  I  suppose,  the  steamer 
arrived  at  her  usual  time — 9  o'clock  this 
morning.  I  tried  to  get  a  telephcme  mes- 
sage through  to  the  General  Post  OflBce, 
but  could  not  succeed.  The  mail  has  not 
yet  been  delivered.  I  ask  now,  as  I  can- 
not get  any  satisfaction  elsewhere — 
although  I  telephoned  to  the  Deputy  Post- 
master-General— whether  the  Postmaster- 
General  will  take  this  matter  in  hand  him- 
self, and  gee  that  we,  who  are  members  of 
Parliament,  are  not  placed  at  a  great  dis- 
advantage because  we  happen  to  meet  in 
this  place? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— tI  have  taken  every  pos- 
sible step  to  fadlitate  the  delivery  of  mails 
to  honorable  isembers.  As  you  are  aware. 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  arranged  for  a  box  to 
be  kept  at  the  (rfSce,  and  for  a  messenger 
to  go  down  to  get  mails  every  hour  and 
bring  them  up  to  Parliament  House. 

Mr.  Storker. — Apparently  he  does  not 
do  it. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— That  is  not  my  fault. 
I  can  only  put  the  machinery  in  motion, 
and  do  my  best  to  see  that  arrangements 
are  carried  out  I  will  confer  with  Mr. 
Speaker,  and  ascertain  why  the  arrange- 
ment has  not  been  (4>served.  I  will  cer- 
tainly do  all  that  I  can  to  afford  every  pos- 
sible fadUty  to  honorable  members  to  get 
thrir  letters. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— 1  desire  to  say,  in 
justice  to  the  (rfficer  concerned,  that  I  have 
just  now  asked  the  Serjeant-at-Arms 
whether  the  letters  were  sent  f<w  as  usual 
to-day,  and  he  tells  me  that  they  were. 
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DUPLICATION  OF  CUSTOMS 
DUTIES. 

Mr.  GLYN.V.— I  wish  to  ask  the  Min- 
ister of  Trade  and  Customs  a  question, 
without  notice,  whether  he  is  aware  of  a 
<Iuplication  of  Customs  duties  under  which 
sardines  are  taxed  at  id.  per  lb.,  when 
imported  in  oil,  whilst  if  they  happen  to 
be  imported  smoked,  they  are  also  taxed 
id.  per  lb.  as  smoked  fish?  I  wish  to  in- 
quire whether  the  priAciple  of  duplicaticm, 
which  is  certainly  an  anomaly  in  the  case 
of  sardines,  runs  throughout  the  Tariff  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— There  are 
I)ound  to  be  certain  anomalies  in  con- 
nexiwi  with  a  Tariff  covering  so  many 
items,  and  I  am  glad  to  have  such  in- 
stances pointed  out,  so  that  I  may  take 
sttfps  to  remove  them. 

RABBIT  EXTERMINATION. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  desire  to 
ask  the  Treasurer  a  question,  without 
notice.  I  gather  that  he  has  received  a 
report  from  Dr.  Tidswell  respecting  the 
rabbit  extermination  experiments  in  New 
South  Wales.  I  desire  to  know  whether 
any  representations  have  been  made  to  him 
with  a  view  of  giving  those  interested  in 
tite  result  of  the  experimmts,  information 
as  to  the  nature  of  them?  Has  the  Go- 
\ernment  come  to  any  decision  as  to  its 
future  attitude  regarding  the  matter? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— In  reply  to 
the  honorable  member's  question,  I  desire 
to  state  that  those  interested  have  not  ap- 
proached me — I  60  not  know  whether  they 
have  appxoadied  the  Prime  Minister — re- 
garding  the  matter  to  which  he  has  re- 
ferred. I  think  the  honor^le  member 
must  mean  experiments  on  the  mainland. 
I  saw  scmiething  about  the  matter  in  the 
|)rtss,  but  I  have  not  been  approached. 
As  regards  future  action  regarding  these 
experiments  of  Dr.  Danysz,  I  in- 
tended to  see  the  Prime  Minister  this 
morning  in  order  to  learn  what  course  it 
was  proposed  by  the  Government  to  take, 
l>ut  was  not  able  to  do  so.  >fy  own  feeling 
is  that  the  experiments  ought  not  to  be  rt- 
jiented  on  the  mainland- 
Mr.  CHANTER.— Arising  out  of  the 
'luestion  asked  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Catare,  I  desire  to  refer  to  a  previous 
liuestion  asked  by  myself.  It  may  be  re- 
membered that  I  asked  whether  inquiries 
had  been  made  respecting  the  attempted 
introductiw  of  a  rabbit  disease  into  Aus- 
tralia, and  whether  the  Government  would 


ascertain  the  name  of  the  New  Sooth 
Wales  sheep  breeder  who  had  attempted  to 
introduce  the  disease?  I  may  lay  that 
I  have  v&ry  grave  floubts  whetbcr  the  gen- 
tleman— ^whoee  name  many  (rf  us  know — 
has  not  surreptitiously  introduced  into  Aus- 
tralia a  rablHt  disease  whidi,  if  it  spread 
amongst  our  sheep,  might  be  calamitous. 
I  press  the  Prime  Minister  to  obCvn  fur- 
ther particulars  if  he  can.  In  the  mean- 
time, I  wish  to  ask  the  hmxnable  gentle- 
man whether  he  will  obtain  tbe  name  of 
the  pastoralist  who  was  mi  the  steamer 
Sioana,  having  with  him  the  ^erms  of  a 
rabbit  disease  that  he  was  bnnging  into 
Australia,  which  germs  were  seized  and 
thrown  overboard  by  a  steward?  It  is  a 
serious  matter  to  Australia,  and  I  hc^ 
that  the  Minister  will  catise  tbe  most  caie- 
f  ul  inquiries  to  be  made. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  in- 
quiries that  I  have  instituted  so  far  have 
not  been  successful.  I  recognise,  however, 
that  the  matter  is  a  very  s^'ious  one,  and 
that  if  anything  of  the  kind  has  occurred 
we  should  endeavour  to  sheet  it  hcKne  to 
the  offender. 

Mr  HUTCHISON— I  wish  to  ask  the 
Treasurer  whether,  seeing  that  Dr.  Tids- 
well's  report  on  Dr.  Danysz  experiments 
has  been  ordered  to  be  printed,  he  will 
direct  that  the  last  repeat  supplied  by  the 
South  Australian  Commissioners,  Dr. 
Johnson  and  Mr.  Giddings,  is  al«»  pub- 
lished? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  shall  consult 
the  Prime  Minister,  in  whose  Departn»ent, 
I  think,  the  papers  to  which  the  honorable 
member  has  referred  are  at  the  present 
time. 

CADET  RIFLES. 

Mr.  HENRV  WILLIS.  —  1  desire  to 
ask  tbe  Minister  of  Defenoe,  without 
notice,  whether  he  will  state  what  kind  of 
rifle  is  being  supplied  to  the  Cadets  at  the 
I>resenl  time,  and  whether  it  is  his  inten- 
tion to  supply  them  in  future  with  a  heawr 
rifle  than  they  are  now  using? 

Mr.  EWING.— The  Senior  Cadets  are 
using  the  .305  rifle,  which  is  the  same  as 
is  used  by  our  troops  so  far  as  wei^t  is 
concerned.  The  Franootte  rifle  is  used 
by  Cadets  in  Victnia.  The  rifle  that  is 
used  by  Cadets  in  New  South  Wales  is  1^ 
Westley -Richards.  I  may  also  inform  tbe 
honoraUe  member  that  the  English  military 
authorities  have  been  considering  a  suitable 
rifle  foor  Cadets.    We  hai-e  a  sample  here. 
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and  it  may  be  possible  for  us  to  adopt  it, 
and  so  provide  a  uniform  rifle  throughout 
Australia.  Honever,  I  am  not  quite  sure 
at  present. 

DUTIES  ON  PAPER. 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  wish  to  ask  the  Trea- 
surer, without  notice,  whether,  before  the 
duties  on  paper  are  discussed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  he  will  favour 
the  House  with  a  return  showing  the  duties 
collected  on  paper  since  the  imposition  of 
the  new  Tariff  ?  I  desire  to  know  the  quan- 
tity of»  value  of,  and  revenue  collected 
opoa  paper  taken  out  of  bond  since  the 
new  Tariff  came  into  <^rati(xi. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— In  reply  to  the 
honcMrable  member's  question,  I  have  to 
state  that  I  shall  amfer  with  the  Comp- 
troller of  Customs,  with  a  view  to 
obtain  the  information  which  the  honor- 
able member  desires.  I  will  give  it  to  the 
House  as  sotm  as  I  receive  it. 


INTER-STATE  TELEPHONE 
SERVICE:  DECREASE  OF 
REVENUE. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  wish  to  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  whaher  the  reported 
falling-off  in  the  revenue  from  the  Inter- 
State  teleph<Mie  service  is  due  to  its  being 
impossible  to  carry  on  a  conversation  be- 
tween Melbourne  and  Sydney  through  any 
of  the  suburban  telephone  bureaux? 

Mr.  Deakin. — It  is  quite  possible. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Having  tried 
recently,  without  suo^ess.  to  establish  coai- 
munication  between  Melbourne  and  Syd- 
ney through  a  local  telephone  bureau,  1 
thought  that  the  falling-off  in  the  revenue 
might  be  due  to  a  similar  want  of  success 
on  the  part  of  others.  Will  the  Postmaster- 
General  cause  inquiries  to  be  made,  and 
make  a  statement  on  the  subject? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — ^Arrangements  can  be 
made  to  be  connected  with  the  local 
bureaux.  All  that  is  necessary  is  to  leave 
a  deposit  'rither  at  the  central  or  the  local 
office  with  which  it  is  desired  to  be  con- 
nected. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^That  is  not  the 

pOIDt. 

Mr.  Henst  Wixxis.— Will  Ae  Post- 
master-General look  into  the  matter  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Yes,  I  am  anxioDs  to 
afford  every  facility  to  the  public 


SEIZURE  OF  TREACLE  AS 
OPIUM, 

Mr.  WILSON.— Can  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Cuttdms  inform  the  House- 
whether  the  treacle  recently  seized,  in  the 
belief  that  it  was  opium,  has  been  sold, 
and,  if  so,  what  profit  was  derived  from 
the  sale? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPiLAN.— If  the 
honorable  member  can  introduce  the  De- 
partment to  a  probable  purchaser,  I  shall 
be  much  obliged  to  him.  I  shall  maike  in- 
quiries into  the  matter. 

VIRUS  FOR  RAT  DESTRUCTION. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— Will  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs  cause  inquiries  to  be 
made  as  to  the  efficacy  of  a  virus  used  in 
the  New  Hebrides  for  the  destructbn  of 
rats?  I  am  informed  that  it  has  pro\*ecl 
an  absolute  failure. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAFMAN— I  shall  be 
glad  to  make  inquiries. 

CHINESE  HELMETS  FOR  POSTAL 
OFFICALS. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  wish  to  ask  th» 
Postmaster-General  whether  it  is  true,  as 
reported  in  the  press,  that  postal  (^kials 
in  Adelaide  have  been  supplied  with  hel- 
mets made  in  China. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  find  that  the  Deputy 
Postmaster- General  of  South  Australia,  in 
the  exercise  of  powers  recently  delegated 
to  him,  has  accepted  a  tender,  through  the 
State  Tender  Board,  for  the  supply  of  a 
certain  number  of  helmets  manufactured 
in  Cliina.  I  have  issued  instructions  that 
the  order  shall  be  cancelled,  and  that  the 
Deputy  Postmaster-General  shall  be  asked 
on  what  authority  a  tender  was  accepted 
under  such  conditions. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  wish  to  know 
under  whose  instructt<Mis  the  Deputy  Post- 
master-General of  South  Australia  accep- 
ted the  tender  through  the  State  Tender 
Board,  and  whether  there  is  not  a  Govern- 
ment policy  with  regard  to  the  use  of 
locally-made  articles? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— There  is  a  very  clear 
Government  policy  in  the  directi(»i  men- 
tioned by  the  honorable  member.  Our 
policy  and  also,  I  believe,  the  regulati(ms 
have  been  distinctly  violated. 

^^r.  Hutchison. — Wha4s5ued  jthe  in- 
structions to  tb»gitizl^«^0®^»ster- 
General?  ^ 
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Mr.  MAUGER.— With  a  view  to  carry- 
ing out  the  policy  of  decentralization,  a 
number  of  duties  have  been  del^ated  to 
the  Deputy  Postmastets-General.  It  has 
been  urged  that  too  much  of  the  work  of 
the  Department  is  concentrated  in  the  cen- 
tral office,  and  one  of  the  unfor- 
tunate results  of  our  efforts  to  remove  that 
cause  of  c(»nplaint  is  that  the  Deputy 
Postmaster-General  at  Adelaide  has  mis- 
understood the  policy  of  the  Commcxi- 
wealth,  as  veil  as  his  instructims,  and  got 
himself  and  the  State  Tender  Board  into 
trouble. 

TEMPORARY  LETTER  CARRIERS, 
WESTERN  AUSTRALIA. 

Mr.  FOWLER.— Will  the  Postmaster- 
General  cause  inquiries  to  be  made  as  to 
the  correctness  of  the  statement  made  in 
the  Western  Australian  press,  that  tempor- 
ary letter  carriers  are  b^ng  paid  in  that 
State  at  the  rate  of  38.  4d.  per  day,  and, 
if  he  finds  the  report  to  be  correct,  put 
an  end  to  the  system? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  employment  of 
temporary  letter  carriers  at  the  rate  named 
is  omtrary,  not  only  to  the  regulatiwis,  but 
to  the  Fublic  Service  Act,  and  instructions 
that  have  been  issued.  If  it  be  found  oa 
inquiry  that  the  statement  is  correct,  an 
order  will  be  issued  that  the  practice  shall 
be  at  once  stopped. 

COMMONWEALTH  OFFICES  IN 
LONDON. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.  —  Will  the 
Prime  Minister  inform  the  House  whether 
final  arfangonents  have  yet  been  made 
with  the  London  County  Council  for  a  site 
for  the  proposed  Commonwealth  Office  in. 
London? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Our  offer  is  still  before 
the  London  County  Council,  and  we  expect 
early  to  receive  an  answer. 

SATURDAY  SITTINGS. 
Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Will  the  Prime 
Minister  state  whether  it  is  his  intenticKi 
to  ask  the  House  to  sit  on  Saturday?  I 

seek  the  information  at  this  stage  so  that 
we  may  make  our  arrangements  accord- 
ingly. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— My  honorable  col- 
league the  Treasurer  hopes  that  the 
progress  made  with  the  Tariff  will  be  such 
as  to  render  it  unnecessary  to  ask  the 
House  to  meet  on  Saturday ;  but  if  it  is 
not,  he  trusts  that  honorable  members  will 
Iw*  orepared  to  meet  on  that  day. 


TARIFF. 

Rebate  of  Duty  on  Timbeb  Foa  Fruit 
AND  Butter  Boxes. — Exemption  of 
Hat-Mill  Machinesv. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Reverting  to 
a  question  which  I  put  to  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  CustMns  some  time  ago  in  re- 
gard to  a  rebate  of  the  duty  on  timber 
used  for  the  making  of  butter  boxes  and 
fruit  cases,  I  wish  to  know  whether  the 
Minister  will  explain  how  it  is  (xoposed 
to  make  the  rebate  practically  available 
to  those  whom  it  is  intended  to  reach? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— As  I  in- 
formed the  honorable  member  for  Cowper 
yesterday,  the  whole  matter  is  now  receiv- 
ing attentim,  and  we  hope  to  be  able  to 
make  arrangeaients  that  will  be  satisfac- 
tory to  all  concerned. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  wish  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister,  as  a  matter  of  Vic- 
torian fiscal  historv,  when  there  first  ap- 
peared in  the  Tariff  of  this  State  a  pro- 
vision that  a  refund  of  the  duty  paid  on 
hat-mill  machinery  should  be  made  as 
soon  as  that  machinery  was  established  in 
a  factory?  As  the  honorable  gentleman 
is  aware,  under  the  new  Tariff,  madiin- 
ery  for  the  hat-making  industry  has 
been  entirely  differentiated  from  the  ma- 
chinery required  for  other  industries, 
and  I  understand  thai:  the  exemption  which 
appeared  in  the  Tariff  of  1902,  as  intro- 
duced by  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Adelaide,  was  simply  a  continuation  of  a 
Victorian  practice. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— ^  was  not  even  aware 

that  such  a  practice  existed.  The  only 
case  that  I  can  recall  of  a  refund  of  duty 
being  granted  by  the  Victorian  Parliament 
related  to  machinery  required  for  a  paper- 
mill  at  Geelong. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — That  was  an  ex- 
ceptional case? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— It  was.  I  was  not 
aware  that  there  had  been  any  other. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Does  the  Prime 
Minister  know  of  any  reason  why  there 
^MMiId  be  a  duty  of  20  per  cexA.  on  mining 
machinery,  whiie  machinery  for  hat  mills 
is  exempt? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order.  The  matter 
to  which  the  honorable  member  has  now 
referred  cmi  two  occasions  is  one  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Cocnmtttee  of  Ways 
and  Means  whei^  dftafUngMfiah^^  tariff , 
and  it  would  be  quite  impn^r  tw  me  to 
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allow  an  explanation  of  it  to  be  asked  of 
ihe  Prime  Minister,  or  for  the  Prime  Min- 
ister to  comply  with  such  a  request. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— The  Prime 
Minister  may,  for  reasons  of  health,  be  un- 
able to  be  present  when  the  Tariff  is  being 
discussed,  and,  therefore,  I  may  not  have 
the  opportunity  suggested  to  appeal  to  him, 
33  one  familiar  with  the  fiscal  history  ot 
Victoria  to  tell  us  why  this  exemption,  for 
which,  so  far  as  I  know,  nobody  knows 
the  reason,  has  been  transferred  from  the 
Sute  Parliament  of  Victoria  to  the  Federal 
Parliament. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  circumstance 
noutd  not  alter  the  rule  to  whid]t  I  have 
referred. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Arising  out  of  the 
questiOT  asked  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Farkes,  I  wish  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister 
if  he  has  noticed  the  statement  which  ap- 
peared in  the  Age  of  this  morning  claiming 
that  the  Federal  Tariff  has  resulted  in 
prospenty  to  New  South  Wales  by  leading 
to  the  investment  of  ^3,000.000  in  various 
manufacturing  industries  in  that  State? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order  I 

)rr.  Chantek. — I  am  leading  up  to  a 
questi<Hi. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  appears  very  clear 
to  me  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Rivenna  is  anxious  to  get  in  some  informa- 
tion which  should  certainly  not  be  con- 
med  in  the  form  of  a  question. 

Mr.  Chantek. — I  wished  to  ask  whethw 
the  Prime  Minister  will  send  a  telegram 
on  the  subject  to  New  South  Wales? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber did  not  ask  that  question. 

Mr.  Chanter. — I  was  g<nng  to  ask  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  tneii.- 
ber  evidoitly  was  m<Mre  anxious  to  get  in  a 
particular  statement,  which  was  not  in 
order  in  the  form  of  a  question. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  ask  whether  the 
Prime  Minister  will  send .  a  telegram, 
tbioagh  you.  sir,  cxi  behalf  of  the  House 
congratulating  New  South  Wales  on  the 
increase  of  her  industrial  prosperity  since 
Federation  was  accomplished? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  shall  probably  have 
another  opportunity  to  communicate  on 
this  and  other  matters. 

Mr.  FOWLER.— I  ask  the  Prime  Min- 
ister, without  notice,  if,  when  he  is  sendip" 
his  telegram  to  the  Premier  of  New  South 

Wales  congratulating  the  State  

Mr.  Deacin. — I  did  not  propose  to  send 
a  tekgram. 


Mr.  FOWLER.— I  understood  that  the 
h<Hiorable  gentleman  proposed  to  comply 
with  the  request  <^  the  h(HX>rable  memhtr 
for  Riverina. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  pointed  out  that  there 
might  be  some  other  opportunity. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Does  the  honor- 
able member  wish  a  similar  telegram  to  be 
sent  to  Western  Australia? 

Mr.  FOWLER.— 1  wish  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether,  should  he  com- 
ply with  the  request  of  the  hcmorable  mem- 
ber for  Riverina,  he  will  not  also  send  a 
telegram  to  the  Premier  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia, regretting  that  the  Tariff  sutoiitted 
by  the  present  Government  will  inflict 
serious  injury  upon  that  State? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order  I  That  ques- 
tion cannot  be  answ«ed. 


UNIFORM  COMMONWEALTH 
STAMPS. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS— I  ask  the  Post- 
master-General,  without  notice,  whether 
orders  have  been  given  for  the  printing  of 
the  proposed  uniform  Commonwealth 
stamps,  and,  if  so,  whether  they  are  to  be 
printed  in  Melbourne? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— We  have  not  yet 
reached  that  stage.  We  have  yet  to  call 
for  designs. 

TELEGRAPH  LINE  BETWEEN 
SYDNEY  AND  BRISBANE. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR— I  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General,  without  notice,  what  provision,  if 
any,  has  been  made  to  relieve  the  con- 
gestim  of  work  on  the  telegraph  line  be- 
tween Sydney  and  Brisbane? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  Department  is 
arranging  to  erect  an  additional  line  to  the 
New  South  Wales  border,  and  it  is  now 
proposed  to  ask  the  Treasurer  and  the 
House  to  provide  the  means  for  continuing 
it  to  Sydney. 

ARGENTINE :     IMPORTATION  OF 
AUSTRALIAN  CATTLE. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  (for  Mr.  Archer) 
asked  the  Minister  of  External  Affairs 
upon  notice — 

What  s(eps  have  been  taken  to  obtain  the  re- 
moval of  the  embargo  on  tte"?!**!^^*!*,*"*''* 
from  Australia  intfigtted  iMa«"»«?)*«[  'i*** 
what  lenilU?  ^ 
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Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  answer  to  the 
honc^able  member's  question  is  as  fol- 
lows— 

Keference  to  my  previous  leply  on  tjth  No- 
vember will  show  that  the  Government  of  the 
Itepublic  intimated  its  preparedDcss  to  consider 
the  removal  of  the  prohibition  upon  receipt  of 
an  official  notification  that  Australia  was  free 
from  cattle  disease. 

The  required  notification  was  made,  and  the 
deci&ion  of  the  Argentine  Government'  is 
awaited. 

TARIFF. 

In  Committee  of  Ways  and  M  eans 
(Consideration  resumed  from  26th  No- 
vember, vide  page  6673): 

Postponed  item  163.  Steam  Road  Rollers,  in- 
cluding Scarifier  attachments,  ad  val.,  25  per 
cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume—Trea- 
surer) [2.25]. — I  move — 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  aSlh  No- 
vember, 1907,  Item  163.  Locomotives,  Tnution 
and  Portable  Engines,  Steam  Road  Rollers,  in- 
cluding Scarifier  attachments,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff),  30  per  cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  25 
per  ceiU.,>*  be  added. 

I  move  the  amendment  in  this  form  to 
av(»d  the  difficulty  which  arose  from  the 
adoption  of  the  course  followed  yester- 
day, when  I  moved  that  item  162  be  left 
out,  with  a  view  to  insert  a  new  item, 
in  the  expectation  that  the  debate  on  the 
amendment  would  be  ctmcluded  at  a  rea- 
sonable hour.  The  item  was,  as  it  ap- 
peared in  the  Tariff,  left  out,  and  at  a  late 
hour  we  discovered  that  it  was  necessary 
for  the  Committee  to  sit  until  the  new 
item  had  been  dealt  with,  otherwise  there 
would  have  been  no  legal  power  to  (»llect 
duties  on  the  articles  included  in  the  item. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  very  much  ques- 
tion that.  I  do  not  think  that  is  the  le^al 
position. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LY-VE.— I  am  acting 
under  advice.  I  do  not  wish  to4iave  any 
trouble  regarding  the  collection  of  the 
duties.  That  is  one  reason  whv  T  asked 
the  Committee  to  continue  sitting  la^it  night 
until  the  new  item  proposed  had  been  dealt 
with. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN  (Indi)  [2.28].— 
The  new  proposal  is  practically  an  amal- 
gamation of  items  165  and  164. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— 163  and  part  of 
164. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN.— In  the  Tariflf, 
as  it  stands,  there  is  a  nota  attached  to 
item  164. 

Subject  to  rebate  under  the  conditioas  speci- 
fied in  the  Schedule  hereto. 


That  note  does  not  appear  as  attached  to 
the  new  item  proposed  in  substitution  for 
item  163,  and  I  think  I  am  entitled  to  ask 
for  some  inffM'mation  with  respect  to  the 
departure  from  the  original  Go\-eminent 
proposal. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [2.29]. — The  proposed  new  item  163 
includes  part  of  item  163  and  part  of  item 
164,  as  the  Tariff  now  stands.  There  is 
a  note  attached  to  164,  as  the  honorable 
member  has  stated,  and  no  alteration  is 
proposed  in. the  matter. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — Then  the  honor- 
able gentleman  wi^es  to  cany  this  under 
false  pretatoes. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  wish  to  do 
nothing  of  the  kind.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber roust  recollect  that  if  the  amendment 
I  have  moved  is  agreed  to,  the  new  item 
will  be  inserted  in  the  Tariff  as  it  stands, 
and  whatever  conditions  attadied  before 
wilt  continue  in  force. 

Mr.  FULLER  (Illawarra)  [2.30].— The 
Treasurer  proposes  to  include  in  this  item, 
loccHnotives,  traction  and  portable  engines, 
and  road  rollers.  In  this  connexicxi  I  wish  to 
refer  honorable  members  to  a  volimtan- 
statement  made  to  the  Tariff  CcMnmisston 
by  Mr.  Harrington,  of  Walker's,  Limited., 
He  was  tme  of  the  principal  witnesses  ex-' 
amined  in  Queensland,  and  he  appeared 
before  the  Commission,  asking  for  high 
protective  duties.  The  only  reference  to 
portable  engines  is  in  the  statement  of  thi-? 
witness.  Honorable  members  will  find  it 
at  page  2188  of  the  Mmutes  of  Evidence, 
wherein  a  duty  of  33^  per  cent  is  re- 
quested Mr.  Harrington,  not  on  cross- 
examination,  but  voluntarily,  said — 

I  would  go  even  so  fas  as  to  strike  out  my 
request  in  retation  to  tracticm  and  portable 
engines,  because  I  do  not  wish  to  trench  upon 
the  agriculttiral  industry. 

The  witness  came  before  the  Commissioik 
asking  for  protective  duties,  but  be  felt,  as 
every  honorable  member  here  must  feel,  that 
if  the  duties  as  pr(^>osed  by  the  Treasurer 
were  imposed  they  would  press  severely 
on  the  agricultural  and  mining  industries 
so  far  as  traction  engines  are  ccmcemed. 
He  voluntarily  suggested  that  those  ma- 
chines should  come  in  free.  In  the  interests 
of  the  agricultural  and  mining  industries 
£  suggest  to  the  Committee  that  both 
traction  and  portable  engines  should  be 
put  on  the  free  list.  Traction  engines 
are  used  for  the  carriage  of  ore  in  many 

of  the  OBgffl^pg^^Sfeoffey  a» 

not  made  here.  o 
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Sir  William  Lyne. — Yes,  they  are. 
Mr.  FULLER.— Where? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Here,    in  Mel- 
bouine. 

Mr.  FULLER.— We  had  no  evidence 

of  that  placed  before  us.    I  move — 

Tkat  the  uBcndment  b«  mmended  by  learing 
mt  the  word*  "trsction  and  portable  engines." 

Sir  WILLLAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
soi^  ['■34]- — Only  the  other  day,  in 
O^ingwood,  a  new  engine  oi  this  kind 
was  made,  all  bur  5  per  cent,  of  It  of 

Lith|!ow  iron. 

Mr.  WiLStw. — The  honOTable  member 
is  jefening  to  the  new  Collingwood  steam 
road  roller,  known  as  the  "Coon." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  was  a  com- 
bined steam  road  roller  and  traction  en- 
gine, made  by  the  Otis  Company.  The 
honorable  member  for  Batman  is  a  mem- 
ber of 'the  local  cotmcil,  and  knows  all 
about  it.  It  is  nonsense  to  say  that  it 
was  not  made  here.  Every  one  who  saw 
it  sud  that  it  was  one  of  the  best  that 
had         been  seen  in  Australia. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bcndigo)  [2.35].— 
I  do  not  agree  with  the  30  per  cent,  and 
25  per  cent,  duties  as  proposed  by  the 
Treasurer,  but  will  agree  to  a  duty  of  25 
per  asttt.  all  round  on  this  group  of  oi- 
gines. 

Sir  William  Lyne.  —  I  forgot  to  say 
that  15  per  cent,  was  the  recommendation 
of  the  Tariff  Commission. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— In  support  of  a 
dtity  of  25  per  cent,  all  round,  I  should 
\^ke  to  read  a  quotatlcm  from  evidence 
^«n  in  Queensland  by  Mr.  James  Ford 
Pearson,  engineer  of  Walker's  Limited. 
Marjborough,  one  of  the  biggest  foun- 
dries in  Australia.  On  page  2209  of  the 
Minutes  of  Evidence  appears  the  follow- 
ing^ 

IX>  you  think  you  could  turn  out  traction  en. 
gineson  the  same  scale  as  John  Fowler  and  Co., 
of  Leeds? — I  have  turned  out  several,  and  al- 
though they  have  not  been  altogether  as  highly, 
painted  up  as  are  Fowler's  engines,  they  bav: 
done  practically  the  same  work. 

Have  you  turned  out  the  engines  at  as  low  a 
utt  as  Fowler*!? — No.  We  get  a  bigger  price, 
bccatwe  onr  engines  are  made  to  perform  special 
wdtk. 

How  much  more  do  you  get  relittTely  ? — 
About  15  to  16  per  cent.  more. 

Can  you  explain  whv  the  Clyde  Eaginee/ing 
Company  did  not  ask  for  duty  t^on  traction 
engines?— Because  Mr.  Noake  their  manager, 
u  Ae  agent  tvt  If  esara.  Fowler  and  Co. 


I  should  also  like  to  draw  attention  to  a 
passage  in  our  report  as  follows— 

We  have  been  informed  that  the  firm  of  J. 
Krnshaw  and  Co.,  of  Queen's  Bridge-street, 
South  Melbourne,  has  lately  built  aome  six  borse> 
power  portable  engines  for  the  Victorian  Mining 
Department  equally  as  rood  as,  but  at  a  cost  of 
about  15  per  cent,  more  than,  imported  en- 
gines of  the  same  type.  The  Austral  Otis  Engi- 
neering Co.  has  built  several  portable  engines  in 
sizes  up  to  IS  horse-power.  At  present,  the 
same  company  is  constructing  two  heavy  earth- 
scooping  traction  engines,  each  of  80  horse- 
power, and  each  to  cost  /i.aoo.  These  machines 
can  be  made  here,  and  would  form  ut  important 
addition  to  tbe  iron  trade  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Jos£ra  Cook. — Did  the  Ccmmis- 
sion  take  any  other  evidence  regarding  the 
quality  of  traction  engines  alleged  to  be 
made  in  Queensland? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  know  nothing 
more  than  what  the  engineer  says — that 
they  were  substantially  equal  to  the  im- 
ported, but  a  little  higher  in  price. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Would  the  honor- 
able member  regard  that  as  conclusive  evi- 
dence in  a  Court  of  law  ? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  am  now  deal- 
ing with  the  practicability  of  manufactur- 
ing these  engines  in  Australia,  and  show- 
ing that  it  is  all  mocmshine  to  say  that  it  is 
impracticable  or  impossible.  There  is 
the  evidence,  not  of  a  Victorian,  but  of  a 
Queensland  industry,  where  it  is  even 
more  advanced  than  in  Victoria,  I  have 
here  a  letter  from  the  representative  of  the 
Austral  Otis  Company,  in  which  I  am  in- 
formed that  at  least  200  traction  engines 
will  be  reqiuied  in  Australia  next  year, 
and  that  at  an  average  price  of  £9oo  each 
they  would  represent  a  value  of  ^^160,000, 
of  which  it  is  estimated  that  j^6o,ooo 
would  be  spent  in  wages  in  Australia.  It 
is  also  stated — 

We  are  prepared  to  begin  the  manufacture  at 
once,  if  the  duty  is  retained.  We  would  supply 
8  hort^e-power  engines  of  similar  type  to  the  best 
imported,  as  under  : — 8  horse-power  single  cylin- 
der traction  engine,  £y»o',  8  horse-power  com- 
pound traction  engine,  £^^S\.  ^  horse  power 
single  cylinder  portable  engine,  ^^325. 
If  it  be  possible  for  Australian  firms  to 
construct  large  horse-power  locomotive  en- 
gines, why  should  it  not  be  pus^ble  for 
Uiem  to  turn  out  small  portable  engines? 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [2,40].— 
I  support  the  proposal  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Illawarra,  to  emit  traction  and 
portable  engines  from  this  item.  The 
Minister  has  told  us  that  the  Austral  Otis 
Company  made  a  traction  engine  for  ihe 
Collingwood  City  Council;  but,  I  suppose, 
he  means  that  the  company  made  a  steari 
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roller  which  may  be  used  as  a  tractiui  en- 
gin&  Traction  engines,  prt^rly  speak- 
ing, are  largely  used  on  farms,  and  are 
altogether  different  fnxn  such  michinery 
as  the  famous  Qoaa  road  roller.  If  the 
Collingwood  road  roller  were  placed  on  a 
farm,  it  would  be  bogged  for  ever,  on  ac- 
count of  its  weight. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Traction  engines  are 
made  in  Australia. 

Mr.  WILSON.— That  is  not  so.  Un- 
der the  old  Tariff  traction  engines  and 
portable  engines  were  free;  and  they  are 
used  cm  every  farm  in  the  time  of  thresh- 
ing, and  also  fot  ploughing,  pulling  down 
trees,  and  so  forth.  Portable  engines  are 
also  largely  used  in  initial  mining  work; 
and  the  fact  remains  that  up  to  the  pre- 
sent they  have  not  been  manufactured  com- 
mercially in  Australia. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Excuse  me;  they  have. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  call  a  commercial 
transaction  a  transaction  in  which  an  en- 
gine can  be  made  for  a  reasonable  price, 
for  the  use  of  people  in  opening  up  the 
country. 

Mr.  Mathews. — I  .  know  a  firm  that 
turned  out  twenty  such  engines. 

Mr.  WILSON. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber said  that  he  knew  all  about  the  Moore- 
Heskett  process,  though  when  he  said  that 
by  this  process  5  tons  can  be  tuilned  out 
in  a  few  hours,  I  think  he  must  have  meant 
5lb&. ;  at  any  rate,  the  honorable  member 
appears  to  be  the  only  one  who  has  seen 
this  process.  However,  the  main  point  is 
that  traction  and  portable  engines  are  used 
by  primary  producers,  both  in  agricultural 
and  mining  pursuits,  to  a  very  considerable 
extent. 

Mr.  Arcrek. — ^And  also  in  pastoral 
work. 

Mr.  WILSON.— Exactly ;  and  they  are 
not  in  the  same  category  as  locomotives  and 
steam  road  rollers.  The  Minister  seeks  to 
include  scarifier  attachments,  but,  in  my 
opinion,  there  is  no  necessity  for  that,  be- 
cause, I  suppose,  the  scarifier  is  meant  for 
tearing  up  metal.  In  any  case,  duties  of 
30  per  cent,  and  25  per  cent,  are  alto- 
getbier  too  high.  I  am  sorry  that  a  great 
many  honorable  members  who  are  inter- 
ested in  the  opening  up  of  the  country  

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyme. — And  in  the  de- 
struction of  the  iron  industry. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  can  assure  the  Min- 
ister that  there  is  no  desire  to  destroy  the 
ircm  industry.  I  might  also  add  that  port- 
able engines  are  largely  used  as  part  of 
^Bumping  plant  for  irrigaticHi  purposes ;  and 
■•tion  is  a  work  we  ought  to  encourage. 


The  Treasurer,  who  is  supposed  to  hare 
the  interests  of  the  whole  country  at  heart, 
is  found  siding  with  the  men  who  live  tn 
the  cities — is  found  siding  with  the  hon- 
orable member  for  SoutK  Sydney  and  the 
honcvable  member  for  Hindmarsh — m  an 
endeavour  to  impose  heavy  taxation  on 
people  who  are  developing  the  countr}-. 
It  is  time  a  protest  was  raised  against 
such  a  policy.  The  hcmorable  member  for 
Hindmarsh  is  an  absolute  prcrfiilMtiaiiist, 
and  admits  the  fact. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — -I  do  not  admit  any- 
thing of  the  kind. 

Mr.  WILSON.— The  honorable  monber 
votes  for  pn^hitkxi,  if  he  does  not  ad- 
mit he  is  a  pT(^ibitic«ist. 

iir.  HuuE  Cook. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  a  protectionist  in  "spots." 

Mr.  WILSON. — I  am  not  a  protec- 
tionist for  the  horseshoe-nail  industry  in 
my  constitutency,  as  the  honOTabl^  mem- 
ber  is 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  ask  hon- 
orable members  moe  more  to  cease  inter- 
jecting and  holding  otmverstation  acro^ 
the  chamber. 

Mr.  WILSON.— In  reply  to  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Bourke,  I  should  like 
to  say  that  I  do  not  go  round  and  lobb> 
for  one  particular  industry  in  my  own 
electorate.  We  ought  to  take  a  broad- 
minded  view  of  the  whole  question  of  the 
Tariff. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — As  the  hcxiorable 
member  did  on  the  item  of  milk  1 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  ask  the  hon- 
orable member  ioc  Bourke  to  cease  his  in- 
terjections. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — Attention  might 
also  be  called  to  the  hcmorable  gentleman 
who  is  acting  as  Minister. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  also  ask 
the  hcmorable  member  for  Indi  not  to  in- 
terject. These  interruptions  are  so  con- 
tinuous that  it  may  become  imperatiw 
for  me  to  take  some  other  course. 

Mr.  -WILSON.— I  am  very  sorry  that 
I  have  stirred  up  so  modi  feeling  and 
strife. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Will  the  honorable 
member  address  himself  to'  the  question  ? 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  feel  this  item  to  be 
cme  of  considerable  importance  to  primary 
producers  from  one  end  of  Australia  to  t1» 
other.  We  must  avoid  taking  a  narrow- 
minded  view.  We  ought  not  to  confine 
our  attention  to  the  i^rests  of  Ade- 
laide. Melboumf;^'Mfa^Sydney,  forgetting 
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tite  men  who  are  developing  the  resources 
of  the  country  in  the  nwthem  parts 
of  Queensland,  the  back-blocks  and  the 
north-west  of  Western  Australia,  and  in 
the  Xorthem  Territory.  The  primary 
prodtjcer  is  always  ready  to  give  the  manu- 
facturer fair  encouragement  In  the  past 
manufacturers  of  some  of  the  items  under 
discussion  have  enjo)  ed  duties  to  the  ex- 
tent of  isi  per  cent.,  and  have  prceressed 
Terr  veil  under  that  protection.  We  are 
now  preparing  to  give  the  manufacturer 
a  little  more  assistance,  although  that  little 
more  is  scxnething  which  canrtot  be  re- 
couped to  the  producers  of  butter,  grain, 
and  gold.  In  order  that  Australia  may, 
as  far  as  possible,  be  self-contained,  we, 
from  patriotic  motives,  are  prepared  to  ex- 
tend the  protection  a  little,  but  that  little 
is  as  much  as  we  can  bear.  The  honor- 
able member  for  South  Sydney  comes  here 
as  a  sudden  convert  from  free-trade. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  is  not  true;  I  was 
nevn-  a  free-trader. 

Mr.  WILSON. — Upon  some  oocasicns, 
the  hooorable  member  will  vote  ioc  revenue 
duties,  whilst  upcxi  others  lie  will  support 
the  imposition  of  extraordinary  protective 
duties. 

Mr.  Watson. — Mr.  McDonald,  the 
statement  of  the  honorable  member  that  I 
am  a  sudden  ccHivert  from  free-trade  is  of- 
fensive to  me. 

The  CHAIR&fAN.— I  am  sure  that  the 
booor^le  member  ioc  Coiangamite  will 
withdraw  the  statemait,  seeing  that  it  is 
c^oisive  to  the  honorable  member  for 
South  Sydney. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  withdraw  it.  I  would 
not  for  the  world  be  dfensive  to  the  hon- 
orable member.  I  have  too  much  respect 
for  him.  I  am  very  much  reminded  by 
this  debate  of  a  cartoon  which  appeared 
in  Punch  the  other  day,  and  which  depic- 
ted the  Treasurer  in  charge  <rf  a  cart,  and 
leading  a  certain  party. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Does  the  honorable 
member  intend  to  connect  his  remarks  with 
the  question  now  before  the  Chair? 

Mr.  WILSON.— Yes.  Uprai  this  cart 
were  traction  and  portable  engines — — 

Mr.  Salmon. — Is  it  in  order  for  the 
honnable  member  to  refer  to  the  Treasurer 
as  a  traction  en^ne? 

Mr.  WILSON.— Perhaps  it  would  be 
more  in  accordance  with  tradition  if  I  had 
said  that  the  Treasurer  was  depicted  in 
charge  of  a  bullock  waggcHi.  I  think, 
opOD  reflection,  that  it  was  a  bullock  wag- 
gon.   Upon  this  waggon  were  tracticxi  and 
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portable  «igines,  and  in  front  of  the  don- 
key which  represented  a  certain  party,  was 
a  bunch  of  carrots  labelled  "  New  protec- 
tion." 1  do  not  know  what  was  the  con- 
ditio of  the  carr(«s,  but  I  fear  that  they 
were  not  very  sound  in  some  respects.  As 
the  result  of  the  promise  given  by  the 
Treasurer,  members  of  the  Labour  Party 
are  prepared  to  vote  for  duties  which  under 
other  circumstances  they  would  never  have 
dreamed  of  supporting.  Even  the  honor- 
able ro«nber  for  Maranoa  is  prepared  to 
vote  for  almost  pn^itntive  duties. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [2.53].— 
During  the  debate  which  took  place  last 
e\'en,ing,  I  made  a  statement  to  the  effect  that 
the  patent  rights  which  attached  to  Messrs. 
Babcock  and  Wilc9x's  boilers  had  expired. 
I  promised  to  produce  the  book  upon  which 
my  information  was  based  or  to  apologize 
to  the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta. 
I  am  happy  to  say  that  I  have  escaped  the 
necessity  for  offering  the  apology  by  pro- 
ducing the  information.  From  page  12 
of  MessR.  Babcock  and  Wilcox's  own 
catalogues  entitled  "Steam,"  I  "find  a 
picture  of  the  latest  type  of  tubular  boiler 
which  they  manufacture,  which  was  covered 
by  patent  No.  6623  .in  the  State  of  Vic- 
toria. This  patent  was  registered  on  the 
25th  March,  18S9,  and  «tpired  in  the  same 
month  of  1903. 

Mr.  ,MATHEWS  (Melbourne  PorU) 
[2.54]. — The  h<HiorabIe  member  for  Coran- 
gamite,  Uke  most  of  those  who  are  opposed 
to  the  manufacture  of  any  commodity  in 
Australia  

Mr.  Wilson. — That  statement  is  abso- 
lutely incmect. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.  —  In  my  opinion 
the  honn-able  member  is  opposed  to  the 
manufacture  of  Australian  commodities,  in- 
a^uch  as  he  refuses  to  extend  to  our  in- 
dustries a  sufficient  measure  of  protectim 
to  enable  them  to  successfully  compete 
against  the  outside  world.  He  has  stated 
that  these  portable  engines  are  not  manu- 
factured  in  the  Commonwealth  

Mr.  Wilson. — I  said  that  they  were  not 
oommerciallv  manufactured. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  take  it  that  the 
honorable  member  means  that  they  have 
not  been  manufactured  and  sold  here.  As 
a  matter  of  fact  there  are  five  establish- 
ments in  my  own  electorate  which  are 
making  portable  engines  and  selling  them 
in  Australia.  I  hold  in  mv  hand  a  photo- 
graph of  a  portable  engine  of  which  John- 
son's Foundry  has  manufactured  twenty^ 
all  of  which  have  been  sold  in  Victoria. 
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Sir  John  Forrest. — In  what  year  did 
they  manufacture  them? 

Mr.      MATHEWS.  —  Fourteen  or 
fifteen  years  ago.    I  also  have  here  two 
plates  of  a  12  horse-power  portable  engine 
of  which  Mr.  Renshaw,  of  South  Mel- 
Iwume,  has  made  four,  whidi  are  work- 
ing in  Victoria  to-day.   His  prioe  fcx*  each 
of  them  was  ^221.    1  have  still  another 
plate  of  a  six  horse-power   engine  and 
l»oiler,  of  which  the  same  firm  has  manu- 
factured six,  two  in  1905,  two  in  1906, 
and  two  during  the  present  year.    If  any 
ho;iorable  member  doubts  the  accuracy  of 
my  statement  he  hasi  only  to  visit  the 
establishment  in  question,  where  he  will 
see  an  8}  horse-power  portable  engine  and 
boiler  which  has  been  manufactured  to 
the  order  of  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works.    Twelve  engines  of  the  same  type 
have  been  sold  for  ;^227  each.    Is  any 
other  evidence  necessary  to  prove  that  this 
class  of  machinery  is  being  manufactured 
here  commercially?    There  is  not  a  man 
in  Australia  who  can    doubt   the  efficacy 
of  the  steam  road  roller  which  was  manu- 
factured to  the  order  of  the  CoUingwood 
City  Council.     It  .burns    the  minimtmi 
quantity  of   coal,    it   is  doing  its  work 
ell^ciently.  and  it  was  made  in  Australia. 
If    engineering    firms    in.    this  State 
had    to    man  u  f .ictu  re    the    whole;  of 
tlie  road    rollers    required    in  Australia 
they  would    be    in    a    position    to  pro- 
duce them  at  a  very  much  reduced  price. 
We  all  know  that  a  start  has  to  be  made 
at  some  time.    In  the  first  instance  a  manu- 
facturer has  to  incur  considerable  expense 
before  he  can  produce  an  article,  but  in 
later  years  he  can  manufacture  it  at  a  much 
cheaper  price.     The  CoUingwood  Council, 
who  have  received,  and  rig^itly  received, 
great  credit  for  paying  a  little'  more  f« 
thfir  road  roller,  have  put  the  other  coun- 
cils in  a  position  to  pra-rure  road  rollers  at 
a  verv  much  cheaper  rate  than  has  pre- 
vailed hitherto.      Traction   engines  have 
Xysen  made  satisfactorily  in  Australia.  We 
are  told  that  in  these  matters  the  principal 
r:)nsideration  is  the  economicai  working  of 
tlie  article.      I  am  informed  that  every 
user  of  machinery  which  has  been  made  in 
Australia  during  later  years  has  expressed 
hi.s  willingness  to  give  a  certificate  as  to 
economical  consumption  of  coal,  durability, 
and  capacity   to  do  the  work  required. 
Here  is  a  j^otograph  of  a  portable  engine 
of  a  special  Australian  pattern  which  was 
Hade  not  with  a  square  firebox  but  with  a 


round  firebox,  so  that  the  stumps  would  noC 
interfere  with  or  disarrange  the  engine. 

Mr.  Wilson. — They  could  not  get  out 
the  ashes. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— No  less  than  twenty 
of  this  patented  portable  engine  have  been 
put  on  the  market.     Men  do  not  buy  a  new 
invention  for  fun's  sake.     They  generally 
satisfy  themselves  that  it  is  worth  buying. 
This  portable  engine  was  satisfactory  to  the 
user.     If  the  honorable  member  does  not 
like  that  one,  then  like  Qieapjack  in  the 
market  he  can  take  his  dioice  from  the 
other    samples   of   locallv-made  engines 
which  are  shown  in  these  photographs.  I 
ought  not,  perhaps,  to  blame  the  honorable 
member  for  CoranRamite  for  advocating 
the  proposed  reduction  of  duty.    Many  of 
his    constituents,    being     human  beings, 
are    selfish    to    a    certain    extent,  and 
they,     like    all    free-traders,    wish  to 
secure    as  free  a  market   as   they  can 
in  the  purchasing  of  commodities.     I  can 
assure  the  h<»iorable  gentleman  that  within 
a  quarter  of  an  hour's  walk  of  this  building 
portable  engines  have  been  manufactured, 
and  the  manufabturer  has  infonned  me  that 
in  pcAnt  of  prke  they  compare  very  fcvor- 
ablv  with  imported  engines.     First  of  all, 
we  are  told  that  it  is  years  since  these  ar- 
ticles were  made.     As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
engineering  trade  in  Australia,  at  any  rate 
in  Victoria,  did  fax  better  thirty  years  ago 
than  it  is  d<»ng  now.      Why  ?  Because 
the  protective  Governments  of  Victoria  in 
their  wisdom  imposed  such  a  duty  that  the 
articles  could  be  manufactured  here.  What 
was  good  for  Victoria  cannot  be  otherwise 
than  benefidal  to  Australia  as  a  whole.  The 
agriculturist,  the  grazier,  and  the  miner  are 
dependent  upon  the  men  in  the  towns,  and 
therefore  they  should  be  prepared  to  give 
and  take.      T  ask  the  representatives  of 
mining  districts,  "  Is  it  wise  to  have  only 
one  avenue  of  employment  for  men?"  Are 
they  so  much  wedded  to  the  mining  indus- 
try, to  working  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth, 
that  they  do  not  want  to  bring  into  existence 
other  avenues  of  employment  for  their  sons 
and  their  daughters'  husbands?     There  is 
no  man  in  the  city  but  will  c(»icede  to  the 
agriculturist  the  right  to  live  in  the  same 
sense  in  which  he  wishes  to  live.     But  the 
agriculturist  knows  very  well  that  ia  large 
cities  there  is  a  ready  market  in  which  he 
can  always  get  satisfactory  prices  for  his 
products.     1  realize  that  it  Is  neoessarv  to 
export  certain  commodities  which  we  over- 
produce.    That  is  essential,  and  also  bene- 
ficial to  us  as  a  whole.     At  the  same  time. 
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it  behoves  us  to  see  that  one  and  the  other 
are  protected  in  a  certain  sense.  I  do  not 
believe  that  certain  honorable  members  re- 
present the  true  feelings  of  primary  pro- 
ducers when  they  urge  the  C<»ainittee  to 
discourage  the  manutacture  of  an  article  in 
Australia. 

Mi.  FAIRBAIRN  (Fawkner)  [3.5].— I 
am  one  of  those  who  hold  that  the  great 
bulk  of  these  engines  ought  to  be  made  in 
Australia.  I  think  that,  unlike  the  hot-air 
engines,  they  are  made  to  cmlv  a  very 
limited  extent.  In  Australia  there  is  a  very 
large  market  for  portable  engines.  They 
are  used  in  every  State,  and  are  in  great 
demand.  I  believe  that  if  there  was  a  pro- 
perly equipped  factory  they  could  he  turned 
oat  as  well  as  locomotive  engines  are  turned 
out.  It  is  an  industry  which  we  ought  to 
trv  to  establish  in  our  midst.  At  the  same 
time,  we  ought  not  to  impose  too  high  a 
duly.  I  ask  the  Treasurer  to  listen  to  a 
letter  which  I  received  a  day  or  two  ago, 
and  which  pretty  well  speaks  for  itself. 
Writing  on  the  Z3rd  of  Nwember,  my  cor- 
respondent says — 

I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  injustice 
which  5ie  proposecT  duty  of  25  per  cent,  on  port- 
able engines  will  entail  on  a  mining  company  in 
which  I  am  interested.  This  is  the  Wilberforce 
Gtrfd-dredging  CompanT»  situated  near  Beech- 
worth. 

Sir  WiLLiAU  Lyne. — We  had  that  over 

and  over  again  last  night. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— I  wish  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  honorable  gentleman  to  the 
actual  sum  which  is  involved. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  know  all  about 
that. 

Ml.  FAIRBAIRN.— The  company  is 
operating  in  the  Indi  electcnate.  Prior  to 
the  introduction  of  the  Tariff  it  ordered 
from  England  a  30-horse-power  portable 
engine— a  very  large  class  of  engine.  Out 
of  j^8,ooo  expended  on  the  mine,  onrer 
i^J.ooo  has  gone  in  the  purchase  of  en- 
gines, boilers,  iec.,  made  in  this  country 
—a  fact  which  I  think  the  Treasurer  has 
not  grasped.   The  letter  continues — 

Owmg  to  the  fact  that  the  depth  of  the  alia- 
*ial  gTomd  necessitates  a  type  and  size  of  port- 
able engine  never  kept  in  stock  by  machinery 
■ercfaaots,  and^  indeed,  never  made  eicept  to 
ordet,  the  directors  were  compelled  to  cable  to 
England  for  the  building  of  this  special  engine. 
The  duly  on  this  engine  will  amount  to  not  less 
than  jfajo. 

That  is  a  very  large  sum  for  the  cwupany 
lobe  called  upon  to  pay  in  Customs  dutv. 


Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — That  was  calcu- 
lated (XI  a  duty  of  25  per  cent.,  but  the 
Treasurer  now  proposes  to  levy  a  duty  of 
30  per  cent. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— I  believe  that  with 
duties  of  20  and  15  per  cent,  respectively 
we  could  establi^  the  mdustry  of  making 
portable  engines. 

Sir  William  "Lyse. — Will  the  hontvable 
member  agree  to  a  minimum  of  20  per 
cent.? 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— No;  I  think  it 
would  be  better  to  fix  the  duties  at  20  and 
"15  per  cent,  respectively.  If  we  did,  we 
should  not  penalize  the  industries  which 
have  to  use  portable  engines.  I  want  to  see 
the  industry  started,  but  I  do  not  wish 
subsidiary  industries  to  be  handicapped  too 
much.  I  hope  that,  on  reccmsideration,  the 
Treasurer  may  see  his  way  to  agree  to  my 
suggestion. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyme. — I  cannot. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[3.9]. — There  seems  to  be  a  doubt  in  the 
minds  of  seme  hcmorable  members  as  to 
the  possibility  of  making  pwtable  engines 
in  Australia.  That  comes  to  me  as  a  very 
great  surprise.  So  far  back  as  I  can  re- 
member, in  the  various  States  portable 
engines  haA'e  been  made,  and  made  very 
well  indeetl.  There  is  nothing  extraordi- 
nary in  the  making  of  a  portable  engine. 
But  I  feel  quite  sure  that  very  few  traction 
engines  ha\'e  been  made  in  Atistralia.  Not 
long  since  I  was  looking  round  Australia 
for  traction  engines.  In  Sydney  I  foimd 
several  of  Fowler's  traction  engines,  for 
which  the  owners  had  no  use,  and 
cou  Id  find  no  sa  le,  as  so  f  e  w 
of  them  are  used  in  that  State.  I  was 
told  that  mora  of  them  were  in  use 
in  Victoria.  It  appears  that  there  is  very 
little  demand  for  traction  engines,  bcL-aiise 
of  the  enormous  expense  caused  by  wear 
and  tear  when  the  engines  are  used 
on  the  roads  to  draw  heavy  loads. 
Besides,  it  is  cmly  on  excellent  roads 
that  they  can  be  used  in  that  w  ay . 
According  to  the  evidence  quoted  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Bendigo.  Mr. 
Pearson,  a  Queensland  manufacturer,  has 
stated  that  he  can  make  engines  which  will 
work  as  effectively  as  Fowler's  best,  though 
they  have  not  the  same  finish,  which  is  not 
surprising,  because  in  no  country  in  the 
world  can  better  engineering  finish  l>e  givt-p 
than  in  Great  Britain.  I  Ijelieve  that  Mr. 
Pearson's  engines  can  do  the  work  required 
of  such  machinery.  He  says  that  while 
he  charges  from  15  to  16  per  cent,  more 
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he  sells  a  better  article  than  the  Fowler  en- 
gine. Therefore  a  protective  duty  of  15 
or  16  per  cent,  would  give  Mr.  Pearson  all 
that  he  asked  for  when  giving  evidence  be- 
fore the  Tariff  Commission.  The  honorable 
member  for  Bendigo,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Commission,  reoxnmended  a  duty  of  12^ 
per  cent,  oa  acxae  of  these  engines,  and  1 
take  it  that  he  had  in  his  mind  traction 
engines. 

Sir  John  Quick. — No ;  we  exprealy  re- 
commended a  duty  of  25  per  cent 

Mr,  HENRY  WILLIS— The  Qurck 
section  of  the  Tariff  iCommi^ion  reccnn- 
mended  12^  per  cent,  on  steam  road  rollers, 
including  scarifiers,  while  the  Fuller  sec- 
tion, adopting  a  different  classification,  re- 
commended 15  iper  cent.  The  Quick  sec- 
tion recommended  25  per  cent,  for  other 
machinery,  which,  I  take  it,  included  port- 
able engmes.  In  Australia  manufacturers 
are  in  the  habit  of  giving  more  power 
per  nominal  horse-power  than  is  given 
with  imported  machinery.  That  is  a  fail- 
ing on  the  right  side  which  is  always 
noticeable  in  young  countries. 

Mr.  Maloney. — Are  not  these  engines 
made  In  New  South  Wales? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Traction  en- 

fines  are  a  drug  in  the  market  there.  1 
now  of  half-a-dozen  which  are  housed  in 
Sydney.  There  is  no  sale  for  them,  be- 
cause the  roads  are  so  bad. 

Mr.  Wilson.— They  should  be  sent  to 
Victoria,  where  the  roads  are  good. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— More  of  such 
engines  are  used  in  Victoria.  In  this  State 
a  good  portable  engine  can  be  made,  atid 
we  have  it  on  the  evidence  of  a  manufac- 
turer that  16  per  cent,  is  a  sufficiently  high 
duty  to  impose  on  traction  engines. 

Mr.  Maloney. — A  good  tracti(Hi  engine, 
made  in  Melbourne,  was  shown  at  the 
Royal  Agricultural  Show,  and  afterwards 
sold  in  the  c^n  market. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— They  can  be 
made  ccxnmercially  here,  all  that  is  asked 
for  being  a  protective  duty  of  15  or  16  per 
cent.  The  Minister's  proposed  rates  are 
30  and  25  per  cent.  I  cannot  understand 
that  proposal,  in  view  of  his  utterance  in 
favour  of  25  per  cent.,  and  in  the  face  of 
the  recommendation  of  the  protectionist  sec- 
tion of  the  Tariff  Commission  that  the  rate 
should  be  12^  per  cent.,  and  from  15  down 
to  10  per  cent,  for  oilier  similar  machinery, 
I  think  that  we  shall  be  adopting  the 
happy  mean  if  we  ayree  to  rates  of  20 
and  15  per  cent.  If  the  Minister  wishes 
to  make  progress,  he  should  adopt  the  line 
of  least  resistance.    He  can  accept,  with 


hcMiour,  rates  of  20  and  15  per  cent;  but 
if  he  sticks  out  for  higher  rates  he  will  be 
ignominiously  defeated,  as  he  was  yestser- 

day. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [3.16].— 
I  was  rather  surprised  by  the  outburst 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Cwangamite. 
I  do  not  understand  whv  he  asks  that 
portable  engines  shall  be  treated  dif- 
ferently from  other  similar  engines.  He 
says  that  they  are  used  on  farms,  but  so, 
too,  are  stationary  engines.  Why  should 
a  portable  engine  be  admitted  free  and  a 
stationary  engine  be  made  to  pay  duty  ? 
Does  the  honorable  member  see  anv  par- 
ticular virtue  in  the  fact  that  an  engine  is 
mounted  on  wheels  instead  of  being 
bedded  ? 

Mr.  Wilson. — Certainly. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— A  portable  engine 
has  its  advantages  for  a  farmer;  but  I 
cannot  see  why  in  a  Tariff  a  distinction 
should  be  drawn  between  pntable  and 
stationary  engines. 

Mr.  Wilson. — Portable  engines  are 
necessan-  for  opening  up  and  developing 
the  countrv,  while  stationary  engines  are 
used  merely  for  driving  diaffcutters  and 
other  machinery. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  cannot  see  the 
If^ic  of  the  honorable  member  if  he  savs 
that  that  is  a  reastMi  for  differentiating  in 
the  Tariff  between  the  two  classes  of 
engines. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — These  facts  must 
have  weighed  with  the  Committee  in  1002. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— No;  the  Com- 
mittee was  influenced  then,  as  many  honor- 
able members,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  are  in- 
fluenced to-day,  by  too  great  a  desire  to 
coddle  and  nurse  the  farmers.  All  kinds 
of  social  legislation  is  passed  by  the  Com- 
monwealth and  State  Parliaments,  but  the 
attempt  is  always  made  to  <exeiniit  the 
farmers  from  its  restrictions,  and  honor- 
able members  are  trying  to  exempt  them 
largely  from  the  payment  of  duties. 
Farmers  should,  of  course,  receive  as  much 
consideration  as  other  classes  of  the  com- 
munitv ;  but  the  fact  that  one  kind  of 
engine  is  more  useful  on  a  farm  than  an- 
other is  not  a  reason  why  it  should  be 
imported  duty  free.  Instead  of  the  ques- 
tion asked  being  "  Can  we  make  these 
engines  sucressfullv  ?"  honorable  members 
wish  the  Committee  to  consider  only  the 
fact  that  the  farmers  use  them. 

Mr.  Fuller. — And  ivhat.-4he.  fanners 
will  have  to  pa>  ftF^fttVJf VSavy  duty 
is  imposed. 
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Mr.  BATCHELOR.  —  That  question 
has  not  been  raised. 

Mr.  Wilson. — Ves;  most  distinctly. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— As  to  the  matter 
of  iprice  a  great  deal  depends  upon  whe- 
tber  or  not  there  is  a  competing  industry  in 
-Australia.  If  no  portable  «igines  are  made 
in  Australia  the  purchaser  will  undoubt- 
edly pay  mOTe  even  if  there  be  no  import 
duty.  If  honorable  members  in  the  Op- 
pQsiti<xi  comer  are  prepared  to  accept  a 
duty  of  20  per  cent,  cm  portable  engines 
and  tracticHi  engines,  I  shall  say  no  more. 
Personally,  I  shall  vote  for  duties  of  25 
per  cent,  and  20  per  cent.  Seeing  that  we 
have  laid  it  down  that  we  will  impose 
duties  of  20  per  cent,  on  motive  power  en- 
gines, we  cannot  expect  to  have  a  liigher 
dutv  cm  these  engines  simply  because  they 
are  on  wheels.  All  motive  power  engines 
should  be  treated  in  the  same  way. 

Mr.  Wilson. — ^We  shall  vote  for  duties 
of  20  per  cent,  on  foreign-made  engines 
and  15  per  cent,  on  engines  from  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— That  is  absurd. 
Surely  we  ought  to  act  on  logical  lines ;  or 
at  least  honorable  members  should  pretend 
to  be  logical.  It  would  really  be  too  ridi- 
culous to  differentiate  in  motive  power 
engines.  A  locomotive  is  an  infinitely 
more  ccHnplicated  machine  than  a  trac- 
ticHi  engine.  It  is  probably  the  most 
highly  oomplac  machine  in  acistenoe.  Bui 
It  is  not  suggested  that  we  catimt  success- 
fullv  make  locomotive  in  Australia.  Even 
the  txxioral:^  member  ftx-  lUawarra  would 
DOC  propose  to  place  them  on  the  free  list. 
But  why  should  looomotives  pay  a  higher 
duty  than  portable  engines? 

Mr.  Wilson. — Because  it  has  been  de- 
monstrated that  locomotives  can  be  made 
here  commercially. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Does  the  honor 
able  member  put  that  forward  as  a 
reason  ?  He  must  be  a  curious  kind  of 
protectionist.  If  he  votes  for  protection  <Mily 
on  goods  which  the  farmer  and  miner  dp 
not  use,  I  am  puzzled  to  know  what  duties 
be  will  support  If  the  fanner  used  loco- 
motives the  hwiorable  member  would  say 
Uiat  they  oould  not-  be  made  in  Australia. 
1  bc^  that  honorable  members  will  agree 
to  rc^ce  the  duties  the  same  for  all  ma- 
chines doing  the  same  kind  of  wwk  and 
having  about  the  same  degree  of  com- 
plexity. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (Wilmot)  [3.28].— 
Under  the  1902  Tariff  portable  engines  and 
traction  engines  were  admitted  duty  free. 
The  hcxiorable  member  for  Xllawarra  is 


proposing  to  revert  to  the  position.  I  shall 
support  him,  though  1  must  admit,  from 
what  I  know  of  the  feeling  of  the  Com- 
mittee, that  there  is  not  much  h<^  in  that 
direction.  At  the  same  time,  the  good 
sense  of  the  Committee  ought  to  induce 
us  to  reduce  the  proposed  duties  materially. 
According  to  the  opinicm  of  the  protec- 
tionist section  of  the  Tariff  Commission, 
the  duty  should  be  25  ,per  cent.  The  Trea- 
surer asks  us  to  make  it  3c  per  cent,  with 
a  preference  of  5  per  cent,  in  favour  of 
Great  Britain.  Take  an  8  horse-power 
single  cylinder  traction  engine  such  as  is 
commonly  used.  The  price  is  about  £6$^' 
With  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  the  price  would 
be  increased  by  ;6'35-  The  price  of  a 
compound  engine  is  about  ^^785.  The 
proposed  duty  would  mean  an  increase  of 
;^;iSo,  or  thereabouts.  Surely  the  local 
manufacturer  does  not  require  so  great 
an  addition  to  the  price  of  im- 
ported engines  before  he  can  begin 
to  compete.  The  question  is  not,  as 
some  honorable  members  and  the  protec- 
tionist section  of  the  Tariff  Ccanmission 
think,  whether  these  engines  can  be  made 
in  Australia,  but  whether  they  can  be  made 
at  a  reasonable  price.  I  do  not  think  that 
traction  engines  can  be  made  here  at  a 
reas(Hiable  price,  simply  because  the 
Australian  market  is  too  limited.  Accord- 
ing to  the  repOTt  of  the  protectionist  sec- 
tion of  the  Ccanmission,  Mr.  Thomas  Irons, 
of  Sydney,  stated  that  there  was  not  a  suffi- 
cient demand  for  tracticwi  engines  at  the 
present  time  to  justify  their  manufacture 
in  Australia.  There  was  no  doubt  in  his 
opiniOTi  that  a  firm  would  start  to  make 
them  if  the  duties  were  pn^ibttive.  But 
the  plant  would  be  expensive,  and  a  great 
deal  of  capital  would  be  lying  idle  in 
stock  on  hand  to  meet  occasional  danands. 
If  these  engines  cannot  be  made  here  at 
a  reasonable  price,  the  probability  is  tiiat 
more  harm  than  good  would  be  done  by 
imposing  a  high  duty.  If  people 
who  are  now  using  traction  engines 
cannot  purchase  them  on  account  of  their 
dearness,  a  great  many  men  will  be  thrown 
out  of  employment  So  that,  looking  at 
the  question  from  a  broad  stand-point,  we 
should  lose  more  than  we  should  gain  by 
a  heavy  duty.  To  add  £1^0  to  the  price 
of  an  article  worth  £750  is  to  go  beytrnd 
the  bounds  of  reason.  Witnesses  before 
the  Tariff  Commission  stated  that  they 
could  produce  these  engines  in  Australia 
only  at  an  advance  of  15  per  cent,  or  16 
per  cent,  on  the  English  price. 
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Mr.  Hughes.— What  is  the  h<HKn'able 
member  in  favour  of? 

Mr.  ATKINSON.— I  think  that  trac- 
tion and  portable  engines  should  be  al- 
lowed to  come  in  free,  as  under  the  igoz 
Tariff,  but  seeing  that  the  Ccmimittee  are 
not  likely  to  agree  to  that,  I  am  prepared 
to  be  reasOTable  and  to  vote  for  a  duty  of 
12J  per  cent  or  15  per  cent.  Consider- 
ing the  heavy  freight,  those  would  be  rea- 
soiable  duties.  The  h(»iorable  member 
for  Fawkner  quoted  a  very  pertinent  in- 
stance in  relation  to  portable  engines.  The 
Great  Wilberforce  Gold  Mining  Company 
did  their  best  to  get  a  suitable  engine 
made  in  Australia,  but  they  could  not  get 
a  30  horse-power  engine  turned  out  here 
according  to  their  requirements. 

Mr.  Batchelos. — Cannot  the  honorable 
member  get  a  f^h  yam  ?  We  have  heard 
all  that  before. 

Mr.  ATKINSON.  —  So  long  as  the 
facts  are  true,  due  weight  ought  to  be 
^ven  to  them.  The  price  of  the  30 
horse-power  engine  they  required  was 
;^i,i5o.  After  being  landed  in  Mel- 
bourne, it  cost  20  to  get  it  to  the  mine.  A 
duty  of  25  per  cent,  on  such  an  engine 
would  increase  the  price  by  ^250.  That 
means  a  2d.  call  on  30,000  shares  to  pay 
the  duty.  Such  a  heavy  tax  is  one  which 
many  mining  companies  could  not  afford 
to  pay.  Even  if  only  one  mine  were 
closed  down,  it  would  mean  a  great  loss 
of  employmrat.  We  should  look  at  this 
questim  as  iHisiness  men.  If  honorable 
members  do  that,  I  am  quite  sure  that, 
even  if  we  do  not  succeed  in  having  these 
engines  placed  on  the  free  list,  the  duty 
will  be  lowered  considerably. 

Mr.  COON  Cl^atman)  Cs-^s]-— I  wish, 
in  the  first  place,  to  correct  the  misstate- 
ment made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Corangamite,  that  road  rollers  are  not  port- 
able engines.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
only  difference  between  a  road  roller  and 
an  ordinary  traction  engine  is  that  the 
wheels  are  in  the  centre  instead  of  at  the 
side  of  the  machine.  It  has  been  said 
that  the  effect  of  this  duty  will  be  to  in- 
crease prices.  When  the  CoUingwood  City 
Council  proposed  to  purchase  a  new  road 
roller,  it  obtained  prices  from  several  im- 
porters, but  as  soon  as  it  determined  to 
call  for  tenders,  and  so  to  invite  local  com- 
petition, the  importers  reduced  their  prices 
The  Council  secured  a  road 
roller  from  a  Melbourne  firm  for  j£2^  less 
than  it  could  obtain  an  imported  one.  It 
was  made  under  the  present  Tariff,  and 


we  wish  the  duty  to  remain.  In  other 
parts  of  the  world  where  these  engines  are 
made  the  workers  receive  28s.  per  week, 
as  against  a  wage  of  6s.  per  week  paid 
for  the  same  class  of  work  in  Australia.. 
As  to  the  Great  Wilberforce  Mining  Com- 
pany, to  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Indi  has  referred,  I  may  say  that  it  made 
no  inquiry  as  to  the  desirableness  of  ob- 
taining locally  the  engine  in  question. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — That  is  not  true. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  must  withdraw  that  statement. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — In  obedience  to 
your  ruling,  sir,  I  do  so. 

Mr.  COON. — The  manager  of  the  mine, 
stated  that  had  he  known  that  the  engine 
could  be  made  here  he  would  have  placed 
his  order  locally,  and  that  if  the  present 
duty  remains,  he  will  obtain  in  Australia, 
the  two  additional  machines  that  he  re> 
quires.  We  ought  to  be  prepared  to  en- 
courage this  industry.  At  the  present  time 
it  is  practically  impossible,  owing  to  slack- 
ness of  trade,  to  apprentice  a  boy  to  the 
engineering  trade,  and  one  of  our  laigest 
foundries,  which,  prior  to  Federation,  was 
employing  600  men,  has  now  only  250 
hands.  I  hope  that  honorable  manbers 
who  were  returned  as  protectionists  will 
stand  by  their  election  pledges  and  vote 
for  a  protective  dutv. 

Mr.  FOSTER  (New  England)  [3.40].-^ 
1  should  consider  that  I  was  unmindful 
of  my  duty  to  the  great  primarv  industries 
if  I  supported  any  attempt  to  hinder  them. 
It  is  my  intention  to  heartily  support  e^-ery 
proposal  to  abolish  duties  on  madiines  that 
we  cannot  make  here.  The  machinery  and 
engines  now  under  cwisideration  can 
readily  be  made  in  Australia,  and  I  am, 
therefore,  prepared  to  vote  for  a  protective 
duty.  I  fail  to  understand  the  attitude  of 
so-called  protecticmists  wIk)  desire  a  re- 
venue duty  to  be  imposed.  They  would 
make  the  Tariff  so  low  as  to  render  it  im- 
possible to  establish  the  industry  in  Aus- 
tralia, and  so  to  give  rise  to  the  heahhy 
ctwnpetitimi  that  we  d^ire.  It  is  my  in- 
tention to  support  duties  of  25  per  cent, 
and  20  per  cent,  on  this  item,  and  I  dis- 
agree with  those  who  say  that  such  duties 
will  greatly  increase  the  prices  of  these  en- 
gines. The  result  of  a  neallhy  local  com- 
petition is  to  bring  down  the  prices  of  im- 
ported machines. 

Mr  Atkinson.— But  the  local  market  is 
not  sufficient. 

Mr.  FOSTER. — The  foreign  manutac< 
turer  has  a  great  advantage  over  Australian 
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firms,  siix^  be  has  a  larger  turn-over,  has 
been  longer  establisfaedi  and  can  obtain 
dieapen  labour  than  is  available  here.  It 
it  is  desirable  to  develop  the  iron  industry, 
and  to  secure  an  increased  |x>pulati(Hi  in 
Australia,  honOTable  members  should  vote 
for  effective  protection. 

Mr.  Thouas. — Why  not  have  a  duty 
of  20  per  cent,  all  round? 

Mr.  FOSTER.— BiBcause  we  wish  to 
give  a  fKeference  to  Great  Britain,  so  long 
as  in  doing  so  we  shall  not  interfere  wi£ 
Australian  industries. 

Mr.  Thouas.  —  Does  the  honorable 
member  think  that  a  duty  zo  per  cent, 
vill  be  effective? 

Mr.  FOSTER.— Yes ;  so  far  as  imports 
from  Great  Britain  are  concerned;  but  I 
am  willing  to  vote  for  a  duty  of  25  per 
cent,  on  imports  of  this  lund  from  c^er 
parts  of  the  world  in  order  that  a  prefer- 
ence may  be  granted  to  the  Mother  Gxm- 
try.  1  am  not  prepared  to  injure  local 
industrj-  by  voting  for  the  imposition  of  an 
ineffective  duty  cm  British  impcots.  I  am 
surprised  at  tne  attitude  of  the  honorable 
foember  for  Barrier,  who  is  opposed  to 
preferential  trade.  If  I  tMnk  that  any- 
thing less  than  a  duty  of  20  per  cent, 
voald  be  ineffective,  as  against  British 
imports,  why  should  I  vote  tot  a  duty  of 
15  per  cmt.  ? 

Mr.  Thouas. — ^The  hmorable  member 
favours  preference  to  Great  Britain,  but 
would  make  the  duty  on  British  imports 
so  high  as  to  exclude  th«n. 

Mr.  FOSTER. — No.    I  am  prepared 
to  afford  every  man  in  Australia  an  op- 
portunity to  buy  British-made  oigines,  but 
if  he  d^ires  to  do  so,  he  ought  to  be  pre- 
pared to  pay  a  little  mwe  fat  them,  or  the 
British  manufacturer  should  be  ready  to 
pay  this  duty  and  land  his  engines  as 
cheaply  as  he  can.    We  have  be^  asked 
what  consid^ticxi  we  are  extenjjing  in 
tfab  matter  to  the  miner.   I  have  been  as- 
sociated with  mining,  both  as*  a  speculaftn' 
and  u  a  worker,  aira  am  satisfied  that  the 
c^blishment  of  this  industry  in  Australia 
will  enable  those  engaged  in  mining  to  ob- 
tain their  machinery  cheaper  later  cm.  The 
position  will  be  the  same  in  regard  to 
pumping  engines  for  irrigation  purposes. 
Iniption,  tof^ther  with  the  making  of 
ensilage,  and  the  storing  of  other  fodders  in 
limes  of  plenty,  will  lead  to  the  salvation 
of  the  Commonwealth.      In  the  days  to 
oane  the  engines  included  in  this  item 
will  be  in  great  demand,  and  we  caimot 
do  better  than   so    legislate  that  their 
cost  will  be  reduced.  I  am  surprised  that 


some  honorable  members  should  imagine 
that  the  miners  and  farmers  have  so  re- 
stricted an  outlook  that  they  would  have 
us  legislate  only  for  to-day.  They  are 
quite  prepared  to  bear  their  share  of  any 
burden  involved  in  the  establishment  of 
industries  native  to  Australia,  and  to  sup- 
port such  legislation  as  will  attract  popu- 
lation to  Australia,  and  enable  her  to  offer 
an  effective  defence  in  the  day  of  need 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [3.50]. 
-7  My  experience  as  a  politician  con- 
vmces  me  that  no  speech  made  during  the 
consideration  of  the  Tariff  is  likely  to  af- 
fect a  single  vote;  but  I  hope  to  influence 
some  votes  by  a  quotation.  1  quote  from  a 
letter  received  from  Messrs.  Welch,  Perrin 
and  Company,  English  manufacturers,  the 
statement  that  an  8-h.p.  traction  engine 
costs  ^£650,  and  I  wish  to  inform  the  Com- 
mittee that  Messrs.  Cliff  and  Bunting,  of 
North  Melbourne,  manufactured  an  8-h.p. 
traction  engine  this  year,  which  they  exhi- 
bited at  the  Victorian  Agricultural  Show. 
It  was  sub6«]uently  sold  to  a  farmer  for 
;^6oo,  and  is  now  working-  satisfactcnilv 
at  Shepparton.  I  make  the  point  that  the 
price  put  upon  the  impcM-ted  engine  is 
£6$o,  and  that  a  local  manufacturer  has 
sold  for  ^600  a  similar  engine,  which  is 
giving  complete  satisfaction. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare)  [3.52]. 
—The  question  is  not  whether  these  engines 
can  be  made  in  the  Commmiwealth,  but 
wlwther  they  are  being  made  here  in  sirfii- 
cient  numbers  to  enable  those  who  require 
them  to  obtain  them  at  a  reasonable  price. 
Apparently,  in  view  of  the  volume  of  im- 
portation, this  has  not  been  done  in  the 
past.  I  do  not  wish  to  make  an  appeal  on 
behalf  of  the  poor  squatters  and  farmers. 
I  wish  to  see  justice  done,  but,  while  we 
should  have  every  regard  for  the  seoxidary 
industries,  we  should  not  forget  the  in- 
terests of  the  primary  industries  cm  which 
they  depend-  In  my  opinion,  those  who 
are  prepared  to  push  their  protectionist 
principles  to  the  point  of  prcrfiibiticMi  <hi  be- 
half of  the  seoxidary  industries  are  the 
worst  enemies  of  those  industries.  If  the 
miners,  squatters,  and  farmers  did  not  use 
machinery,  the  workshops  of  the  seccmdarv 
industries  would  speedily  be  closed  up.  I 
am  afraid,  that  very  often  honorable  mem- 
bers are  interviewed  by  the  prranoters  of 
secondary  industries,  and,  as  a  result  of  the 
representaticvis  made  to  them,  are  induced 
to  forget  the  interests  of  the  primary  in- 
dustries. I  am  just  as  anxious  as  are  my 
protectionist  friends  to  see  the  maflufacture 
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of  engines  and  machinery  promoted,  but  I 
do  not  wish  to  see  the  primary  industries 
heavily  handicapped  by  prohibitive  taxatiOT 
upon  the  machinery  and  implements  they 
require  for  their  development.  These  port- 
able and  traction  engines  are  very  largely 
used  in  the  pastoral,  mining,  and  farming 
industries  of  the  CcMnmonwealth.  If  they 
are  to  progress,  labour-saving  appliances 
must  be  used  even  to  a  larger  extent  than 
at  present  in  those  industries.  I  can  inform 
the  Committee  that  the  mineral  recovered 
from  the  mining  property  at  Nymagee,  in 
the  electorate  of  the  h(»iorable  member  for 
Darling,  which  abuts  upon  my  own  elec- 
twate,  is  ponveyed  a.  cfxisijdearable  dis- 
tance to  the  nearest  railway  statitni  by 
means  of  a  traction  engine.  In  my  own 
electorate  during  the  drought  of  1902-3  the 
owners  of  one  station  spent  ^120,000  cm 
fodder  imported  to  save  their  stock ;  and 
a  large  quantity  of  that  fodder  was  con- 
veyed from  the  nearest  railway  station  by 
a  traction  engine.  Along  the  Lachlan 
there  are  numbers  of  settlers  engaged  in 
irrigating  large  and  small  areas,  and  trac- 
tion engines  are  largely  used  in  that  kind 
of  work. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — The  portable  en- 
gine is  also  used. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— That  is  so,  but 
the  preferetKe  is  given  to  the  traction  engine 
because  it  can  be  so  easily  moved  about 
These  engines  are  also  used  on  farms  in 
connexion  with  the  threshing  of  wheat 
and  chafFcutting,  because  by  their  means 
the  necessary  power  required  is  con- 
veniently transferred  from  one  part  of  a 
farm  to  another. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — What  percwitage  of 
the  farmers  in  Australia  own  tracticm 
engines — 2  per  cent.  ? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— The  percent- 
age is  not  a  large  one,  but  I  wish  to  see 
it  increased,  because  every  farmer  who  is 
in  a  positi(»i  to  employ  one  of  these 
engines  on  his  farm  will  be  able  to  do  a 
great  deal  more  work  than  he  can  do 
without  it.  If  this  class  of  machinery  can 
be  obtained  at  a  reascmable  price  farmers 
will  be  in  a  portion  to  make  use  of  it 
who  must  do  without  it  if  the  price  is 
considerably  increased  as  the  result  of  the 
imposition  of  a  prohibitive  duty.  It  is 
in  the  interests  of  the  farming,  mining, 
and  pastoral  industries  that  I  wish  to 
have  these  engines  placed  upon  the  market 
at  something  like  a  reasonable  price.  I 
prefer  that  they  should  be  manufactured 
in  Australia,  but  imported  engines  of  this 


description  should  not  be  shut  out  if  they 
cannot  be  produced  here  at  a  reasonable 
price.  The  experience  of  the'  Wilb^force 
Gold  Dredging  C<Hnpany  is  a  striking 
illustration  of  the  eflFect  of  these  duties. 
They  have  presented  a  petition  to  this 
House,  the  facts  stated  in  which  have  not 
been  controverted.  They  have  expended 
something  like  ;£io,ooo  in  mining  de- 
velopment. Their  work  is  not  carried  oa 
in  the  back  blocks  of  Queensland  or  New 
South  Wales,  where  they  might  have  some 
difficulty  in  obtaining  information  as  to  the 
developiment  of  manufacturing  industries 
in  ^e  Commonwealth.  Their  operatioos 
are  carried  on  in  the  vicinity  of  Melbourne, 
and  they  have  informed  honorable  members 
that  they  have  purchased  ^£3,000  worth 
of  marainery  from  Victorian  manufac- 
turers. It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  if  they 
could  obtain  the  engine  which  they  found 
indispensable  for  their  work  fnDm  the  Vic- 
torian firms  from  whom  they  purchased 
iheir  other  machinery,  at  a  reasonable 
figure,  they  would  have  done  so.  They 
have  said  that  they  were  obliged  to  impOTt 
a  30  horse-power  oigine,  because  they 
could  not  get  thar  ot&er  for  such  an  en- 
gine executed  here. 

Sir  WiLUAU  Lynb. — Because  they  did 
not  inquire. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.  —  It  is  all 
very  well  for  the  Treasurer  to  tell  the 
Committed  that  they  did  not  inquire.  They 
inquired  for  ^£3,000  worth  of  machioery, 
and  it  is  therefore  reasonable  to  assume 
that  if  they  qould  have  secured  the  30 
horse-power  engine  in  the  Commonwealth 
they  would  have  drae  so  rather  than  go 
to  the  expense  of  importing  it.  They  made 
inquiries,  and  were  unable  to  get  it  here. 
In  the  interests  of  hypothetical  production, 
the  Treasurer  submitted  a  dutv  of  25  per 
cent,  on  these  machines,  which  would  re- 
present a  tax  of  ;^250  upon  this  company 
in  the  purchase  of  the  engine  referred  to. 
Not  satisfied  with  that,  the  ho.norable 
gentleman  yesterday  proposed  to  jump  the 
duty  up  another  5  per  cent.,  making  these 
engines  dutiable  at  30  per  cent  I  caa 
g^ve  another  instance.  I  have  here  a  let- 
ter which  I  suppose  other  honorable  mem- 
bers also  have  received,  from  the  firm  of 
Welch ,  Perrin,  and  Company ,  of  Mel- 
bourne. They  state  that  under  the  old 
Tariff  they  were  selling  three  lines  of  8 
horse-power  single  cylinder,  compound 
cylinder,  and  portable  engines  at  jf.6$o, 
£750,  and  j£2S^  respectively ;  and  the 
mere  imposition  of  the  increased  duty  has 
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bad  the  result  of  increasing  the  price  of 
these  engines  to  £^^S,  jC9°5>  £$4^ 
re^Kctively.  The  Chairman  of  the  Tariff 
Coconiission  has  said  that  the  Austral 
Otis  Ccmpany  are  prepared  to  pro- 
duce smilax  .  8  hotse-power  engines 
for  -^720,  ^^835,  and  £325  respectivdy. 
This  indicates,  assuming  that  those  engiiKS 
aie  identical — and,  so  far  as  I  can  jwige, 
they  are — with  the  engines  put  on  the 
market  here  by  Messrs.  Welch,  Perrin,  and 
CcuDpany,  that  there  is  an  advance  in  the 
case  of  the  Otis  Company  of  ;^7o  in  the 
price  of  the  8  hOTse-power  single  cylinder; 
of  £j$  in  the  price  of  the  8  horse-power 
compound  cylinder  engine ;  and  of  ^£40 
m  the  jM-ice  of  the  8  hcwse-power 
portable  engine.  This  means  that, 
if  these  hig^  duties  are  imposed, 
and  the  engines  are  made  locally, 
oa  the  basis  indicated  bv  the  Otis  Com- 
pany, the  farmers,  graziers,  and  miners 
wilt  have  to  pay  that  much  mOTe  for  them 
ftan  they  hare  been  paying.  That  is 
tile  hard  pounds-sMllings-and-pen^  side 
of  the  question.  It  means  a  considerable 
additional  burden  to  the  primary  pro- 
ducer. Is  it  reasonable  that  he  should  not 
be  considered  in  this  matter  at  all  ?  Should 
not  his  interests  have  weight  with  the  Com- 
mittee? I  have  presented  to  the  Com- 
mittee concrete  facts,  first  regarding  the 
mining  ccmpany  I  have  indicated,  and 
next  as  to  the  difference  of  price  between 
those  two  reputable  firms — the  Otis  Com- 
pany and  Welch,  Perrin  and  Company. 

Mr.  McDoUGALL. — ^Are  the  mining  com- 
panies and  those  importing  firms  primary 
producers  ? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.-7-I  did  not 
claim  that  they  were.  I  am  showing  to 
what  extent  they  are  helping  the  primary 
producer  by  supplying  him  with  his  ma- 
chinery. I  should  like  to  see  these  machines 
on  the  free  list,  but,  if  I  cannot  get  that, 
I  propose  to  rate  only  for  that  amount 
of  taxation  which  will  not  be  severely  felt 
by  the  primary  producer.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  move  any  amendments  myself,  but 
I  Aall  support  those  that  have  been  indi- 
cated. The  Treasurer  seems  to  overlook 
the  fact  that  in  the  great  protectionist 
countries  of  Canada  and  New  Zealand 
a  great  many  of  these  engines  are  on 
the  free  list,  or  were  kept  upon 
the  free  list  until  such  times  as  they  could 
be  produced  locally,  other  means— such  as 
iKHiDties  in  Canada — bdng  adopted  to 
(nog  them  to  that  stage.  But  here,  the 
Treanirer  proposes  a  heavy  30  per  cent 


tax,  practically  saying  to  the  primary  pro- 
ducer, "  You  will  have  to  buy  these 
machines  at  that  price,  or  do  without 
them."  In  that  way  he  proposes  to  en- 
courage the  seccKidary  producer.  His 
policy  is  largely  that  of  lulling  goose 
that  lays  the  golden  eggs.  If  he  penalizes 
the  primary  producer  to  that  extent  he  will 
find  that  it  will  react  upon  the  secondary 
producer,  and  that,  instead  of  helping  the 
latter,  this  prohibitive  Tariff  wfll  be  really 
a  detriment  to  him. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [4.12]. — I  wish  to  say  a  few  words 
in  reply  to  those  who  have  stated  that  these 
oigines  cannot  be  manufactured  here.  The 
very  best  of  them  can  be.  I  have  here  an 
issue  of  the  Australasian  of  August  last, 
which  c(Hitains  a  picture  of  as  fine  a  trac- 
tion engine  as  ever  was  seen  in  Australia, 
made  by  Cliff  and  Bunting,  of  North  Mel- 
bourne. 

Mi*.  Hughes. — Is  it  oa  wheds? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes. 

Mr.  Hughes. — And  do  they  go  round? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Sfeveral  honor- 
able members  have  made  very  wild  state- 
m«its.  This  is  what  the  Australasian  said 
about  that  traction  engine — 

One  of  the  exhibits  at  the*  Royal  Show  which 
is  sure  to  attract  and  hold  the  attention  of  the 
majority  of  visilora  next  week  will  be  a  hand- 
some, well-balanced,  and  lerviceable  traction  en- 
gine, designed  and  manufactured  by  Mestn. 
Cliff  and  Bunting,  of  North  Melbourne.  This 
engine — a  photograph  of  which  appears  in  die 
pictorial  pages — is  Uie  outcome  of  years  of  prac- 
tical study  of  Australian  conditions  and  needs. 
It  has  been  designed  and  built  in  Australia, 
every  part  has  been  made  in  Australia,  every 
feature  has  been  carefully  thought  out,  and  the 
result  is  an  engine  which  will  give  satisfactory 
service  under  all  conditions — on  metal  roads,  on 
earth  roads,  and  in  paddocks  hauling  or  plough- 
ing. The  excellent  quality  of  the  material  used 
throughout  not  only  msures  great  strength,  but 
materially  reduces  the  weight  of  the  engine, 
which  is  just  seven  and  a-half  terns,  so  that  it  is 
well  within  the  weight  limit  allowed  on  bridges 
and  culverts.  The  strength  and  lightness,  com- 
bined with  wide  road  wheels,  means  that  no  in- 
jury is  done  to  metal  roads,  whilst  heavy  loads 
can  be  hauled  in  swampy  paddocks  where  weigh, 
tier  engines  would  stick  fast.  .  .  .  Two-speed 
gear  is  fitted ;  quick  speed  for  use  on  good  roads 
and  to  make  good  time,  and  alow  speed  for  nie 
on  rough  or  bad  roads,  or  wheu  th^re  Is  a  heavy 
load  behind.  The  reverse  is  a  single  eccentric, 
very  easy  to  handle  and  with  little  liability  to 
wear.  One  of  the  features  of  the  engine  is  the 
wonderful  ease  with  which  It  13  steered. 

Mr.  Hughes. — How  does  it  compare  in 
price  with  that  of  the  imported  engines? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  price  is 
not  given.  The  ?i«Mi£bte  meniber  for 
Batman  knows  more  than  I  do  about  th" 
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combined  road  roller  and  traction  engine 
made  recently  for  the  ColUngwood  City 
Council,  and  regarding  which  I  vai  ques- 
tioned this  aftemo(m.  That  h(»iorable 
member  was  to  a  large  extent  instrumental 
in  having  that  work  done  here.  The  Col- 
Ungwof'i  Council  invited  tenders  for  it. 
The  tenders  came  in,  but  a  movement  was 
started  to  get  tne  machine  made  here.  The 
moment  it  was  discovereii  that  the  Colling- 
wood  Cojncil.  had  decided  to  have  it  made 
here  the  outside  tenderers  reduced  their 
price  by  j^ioo.  I  am  told  that  the  price 
of  the  accepted  wigine  was  25  per  cent, 
less  than  the  importers'  tender  price.  The 
hcmorable'  mranber  iot  Calare  made  certain 
quotations  of  importers'  prices.  Those 
importers  will  do  exactly  as  the  other  im, 
porters  did  in  the  case  of  the  CoUingwood 
engine.  The  moment  they  know  there  is 
going  to  be  opposition  here,  ard  that  good 
engines  are  being  made  here,  their  price 
to  the  farmer  will  come  down  immensely, 
and  the  farmer  will  benefit  very  largely, 
from  the  fact  that  we  are  protecting  an 
ei^ine  which  is  made  here,  and  which  they 
can  use.  The  honorable  member  for 
Calare,  when  he  looks  at  the  picture  in  the 
Australasian  of  the  traction  engine  1  liave 
mentioned,  will  admit  that  he  never  &aw 
a  better  machine.  It  is  suitable  to 
Australian  conditions.  Just  as  the  har- 
vester people  applied  their  inventive 
powers  to  turning  out  a  har\'ester  fitted 
for  Australian  ccmditions,  and  have  also 
adapted  other  agricultural  machinery  to 
Australian  conditions,  so  the  local  makers 
have  adapted  this  machine  to  Australian 
requirements.  The  practical  positwn  be- 
fore us  to-day  is  that,  by  putting  a  good 
doty  wi  th«e  imported  machines,  we 
shall  give  wnplcwment  to  oup  own  people, 
and  get  machines  made,  like  the  one  I 
have  just  shown  to  honorable  members,  as 
good  as  any  ever  built. 

Mr.  HUGHES  (West  Sydney)  [4.18]-— 
This  item  raises  the  whole  question  of 
whether  we  are  to  resort  to  revenue  or  pro- 
tective dbties.  I  have  been  all  my  life  a 
very  ardent  free-trader,  but  I  have  never  yet 
conceded,  nor  am  I  now  going  to  concede, 
rile  expediency  of  revenue  duties.  I  have 
to  ask  myself,  in  view  of  what  has  been 
^d  thii  afternoon,  which  of  the  three 
duties  proposed— 15  per  cent.,  20  per 
cent.,  and  30  per  cent.— is  likely  to  prove 
most  eflfectlve  so  far  as  production  in  this 
country  is  concerned,  and  which  will  be 
productive  of  the  most  revenue.  Although 
what  thp  honorable  member  for  Calare  has 


said  is  no  doubt  true,  that  it  a  duty  is  im- 
posed somebody  has  to  pay  it,  it  is  also 
perfectly  obvious  that  if  so  low  a  duty  is- 
imposed  as  not  to  encourage  people  in  thi» 
country  to  make  the  article,  those  who  im- 
port it  will  be  able,  in  the  absence  of  op- 
position, to  fcvm  a  complete  ring  to  fix 
prices,  as  all  trusts  do,  by  arrangement  and 
not  by  competition.  The  one  great  fact  that 
the  twentieth  century  and  tite  last  years  of 
the  nineteenth  century  have  made  abun- 
dantlv  clear  is  that  the  day  fop  the  fixing 
of  prices  by  competition  is  either  past  or 
passing,  and  that  all  prices  will  in 
the  future  be  fixed  by  arrangement. 
We,  in  this  Parliament,  deliberately  pro- 
pose to  pass  a  law  to  compel  men,  withirt 
certain  limits,  to  pav  certain  wages  and 
sell  at  certain  prices.  Honorable  mem- 
bers should  not  merely  say  that,  if  we  im- 
pose a  certain  duty,  prices  will  rise  to  the 
extent  of  that  duty ;  because,  I  presume,  it 
will  not  be  denied  that  we  can  make  eight- 
horse  traction  engines  in  Australia.  If  I 
had  charge  of  all  the  industries  in  the  <x>un- 
try,  and  were  all-wise — a  supposUion  which, 
seeing  that  I  am  not  on  the  Treasury 
benches,  is  obviously  absurd — I  should  prcK 
tect  the  iron  and  steel  industry  bevond  alt 
others,  as  the  cme  that  retjuires  the  most 
skill  and  affords  the  greatest  opportunities. 
There  are  more  ramifications  every  day 
in  this  modern  world  of  ours  spring- 
ing from  the  engineering  industiy  thar> 
from  any  other.  Although  machines 
every  day  replace  or  displace  skilled 
labour,  vet,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  great 
machines  are  beccHning  in  themselves  so 
marvellously  complex,  as  to  demand  the 
highest  skill  .and  intelligence  in  their  man- 
agement, and  particularly  in  iheir  making. 
It  cannot  be  said  that  it  is  impossible  to 
make  a  traction  engine  in  Australia.  Such 
an  engine  does  not  differ,  excepting  in  it» 
wheels,  and  in  its  potential  speed,  from  a 
locomotive.  The  honwable  member  for 
Boothby,  who  is  an  engineer,  has  said  that 
the  locomotive  engine  is  the  most  complex 
of  all,  and,  no  doubt,  that  itf  true 
enough.  The  question  whether  we  can 
make  traction  engines  is  not  to  be 
debated,  because  it  is  very  ob\ious  that  we 
can;  and  that  we  have  not  done  so- if 
we  have  not — is  entirely  owing  to  the  fact 
that  insufficient  inducements  have  been  held 
out.  No\v,  we  have  come,  through  no  ac-- 
tion  of  mine,  or  of  persons  thin^ng  with* 
me,  face  to  face  v^tjt^  Oj:^yq«fimePt  j>to^^ 
to  raise  a  large 
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necessity  for  this  step  may  partly  be  at- 
tributed to  the  constitutional  blot,  which 
compels  us  to  raise  four  times  more  revenue 
than  we  require.    We  are  not  asked  to  say 
whether  engines  shall  be  free  or  dutiable, 
but  whether  the  duty  shall  be  15  per  cent., 
20  per  cent.,  or  25  per  cent.    The  honor- 
able member  for  Calare  is  one  who  will 
cheerfully  vote  for  a  duty  of  15  per  cent. 
But  that  duty,    added   to  insurance  and 
fmght,  and  taking  into  account  the  differ- 
ence in  the  value  of  the  articles  here  and  in 
the  place  of  origin,  is  equivalent  to  at  least 
32  per  cent,  oc  33  per  cent.   The  honorable 
fDonber  for  Calare  and  others  are,  there- 
tore,  in  favour  of  imposing  a  revenue  duty 
To  that  extent.    They  tell  us  that  such  a 
dut\-  is  not  sufficient  to  be  felt  bv  the 
people,  or,  at  any  rate,  not  to  be  aporeci- 
ablv  felt ;  but  directly  it  is  proposed  to  add 
another  s  per  cent.,  we  have  presented  to  us 
pictures  of  the  most  terrific  and  awesome 
character  as  to  the  amseqiiences.    The  hon- 
orable member  for  Wilmot  told  us  that  a 
certain  machine  would,  under  such  a  duty, 
cost  £100  more  than  formerly,  and  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Calare  told  us  of  an- 
other machine  which  would  cost  j£jo  more. 
If  an  engine — I  do  not  care  what  sort — 
can  be  made  in  this  country,  it  will  com- 
pete with  imported  engines,  and  prices  will 
fall— that  prices  fall  in  competition  is  very 
dnious.    I  have,  or  had,  in  my  possession 
a  letter  from  a  kerosene  oil  company,  I  do 
not  know  which,  to  the  eifect  that'  if  the 
duty  of  3d.  per  gallon  be  taken  off  certain 
oils,  then  another  company   will   have  a 
nionopolT,  and  prices  will  rise;  that  is  to 
say,  directly  there  is  a  nuMiopoly  prices  rise. 
A  man  must  be  blind,,  or  shut  his  e>es 
to  facts,  if   he    does  not  realize  that 
there  are  importers'    rings    just  as  there 
are  manufacturers'  rings.     Rings  are  not 
confined  to  any  particular  class ;  wherever 
there  is  profit  there  we  find  a  ring,  just  as 
wherever  there  is  carrion  there  we  find  the 
crows.   That  being  the  obvious  fact,  we 
have  to  ask  ourselves  whether,  as  a  matter 
Of  hard  and  solid  fact,  the  imposition  of 
another  5  per  cent,  will  not  result  in  a 
lower  price  rather  than  in  a  higher  ale.  I 
leam.  to    m^  great   satisfacti(»i,  that 
hmns  are^  in  the  habit  of  purchasing 
traction  engines  quite  frequently.    I  have 
wwked  for  fanners  myself  many  times; 
and  T  only  knew  one  man  who  had  a  trac- 
tion eneine  which  travelled  with  a  thresher 
round  the  country.    Fanners  must  be  more 
prosperous  than  they  used  to  be,  or  than 
they  say  they  are;  and  I  should  be  glad 


to  see  many  of  them  possessed  of  en- 
gines. It  is  of  no  use  pointing  to  the  poor 
farmers  as  victims.  The  fanners  h&ve 
had  ample  consideration,  and  the  opera 
live  and  skilled  artisan  ought  now  to  re- 
ceive some  attention.  Since  we  have  to  raise 
a  large  revenue,  why  not  raise  it  in  a  way 
that  will  give  employment  to  numerous 
people?  I  will  not  vote  for  a  revenue 
duty ;  the  mere  fact  that  I  am  told  that 
a  revenue  duty  is  proposed  is  enough  to 
cause  me  to  vote  against  it  I  know  only 
one  effective  way  of  raising  revHiue,  and 
that  is  by  direct  taxation — not  necessarily 
on  land — and,  if  I  am  forced  to  choose, 
I  shall  not  suppwt  very  low  duties, 
because  I  hate  tazattoi  that  falls 
on  the  shoulders  of  very  .poor  peo- 
ple. But  he  is  not  a  poor  person 
who  can  buy  a  traction  ennne  worth  from 
;^2oo  to  ;£"7oo.  Perstmally,  I  am  not  a 
very  poor  person,  but,  at  the  same  time. 
1  cannot  afford  to  buy  a  tractitwi  engine. 
1  have  been  hesitating  a  long  while  about 
getting  a  very  flimsy  sort  of  pumping  ap- 
paratus, and  I  find  the  price,  to  me  at 
any  rate,  quite  pnrfiibitive.  The  Treasurer 
has  prrqxiced  duties  of  ,^0  per  cent.  «nd 
25  per  omt ;  but  he  is  an  enthusiast, 
andj  when  he  say?  30  per  cent.,  he  very 
often  nmans  30  per  cent.,  and  is  very  glad 
that  is  understood  to  be  his  meamng. 
Therefore,  I  shall  vote  for  the  same  duty 
on  this  item,  as  T  did  on  the  laat. 

Mr.  POVNTON  (Grey)  [4.30].— Yester- 
Qay  we  had  an  exhibiticxi  of  what  is  gen- 
erally termed  dn  political  circles  "  get- 
ting in  out  of  the  wet,"  and  to-day  we 
have  had  the  most  shameless  display  of 
the  kind  known  since  the  creaticm  of  this 
Parliament.  The  honorable  member  for 
West  Sydney  is  the  apostle  of  free-trade, 
and  has  scores  of  times,  on  the  floor  of 
this  -House,  oMitended  that  duties  increase 
prices.  Yet  he  telb  us  to-day  that  the  im- 
position of  the  proposed  duty  will  mean 
decreased  prices.  If  the  hcmorable  member 
is  right,  his  argument  would  apply  to 
every  item  we  have  dealt  with  in  this 
Tariff.  Much  as  I  value  my  position — 
much  as  I  appreciate  the  honour  conferred 
upon  me  by  my  constituents — I  would 
sooner  walk  out  of  Parliament  to-morrow, 
than  give  such  an  exhibition  as  we  have 
witnessed  to-day.  How  far  is  the  honor- 
able member  for  West  Sydney  from  the 
fact,  when  he  says  that  duties  decrease 
prices?  The  duty  now  proposed  by  the 
Government  means  an  increase  from  £650 
to  jCjZ$  on  one  class  of  portable  engine ; 
on  anotho-  class  of  engine,  from  j^TS*^ 
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to  ^905;  and  on  another,  frcan  ^^285 
to  ;^34i.  On  the  very  engine  under 
discussion,  under  the  old  Tariff,  there  was 
protecti(Hi,  including  frei^tage  and  other 
diarges,  amounting  to  33  per  cent., 
whereas  the  proposed  duty  means  a  pro- 
tecticHi  to  the  extent  of  40  per  cent.  The 
honorable  member  for  Bendigo  told  us  to- 
day that  the  Austral  Otis  C<Mnpany,  which 
is  primarily  interested  in  this  duty,  can 
manufacture  eight-horse  power  single 
cylinder  engines  at  ^^720;  eight-horse 
power  compound  engines  at  jQS2$ ;  and 
eight-horse  power  portable  engines  at 
^^325.  But  the  Austral  Otis  Company  have 
increased  their  selling  prices  on  these  lines 
by  £lOf  £l5>  and  £40  respectively. 
What  becomes  then  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's argument  that  the  imposition  of  this 
duty  will  have  the  effect  <^  reducing  the 
price  of  these  engines?  The  high  price 
of  horses  at  the  present  time  renders  it 
almost  obligatory  that  a  large  number  of 
farmers  shall  use  portable  engines  to  pro- 
vide them  with  motive  power.  The  one 
purpose  which  thev  have  in  view  is  to 
cheapen  the  cost  of  production.  Yet  the 
Cocmnittee  are  asked  to  sancticm — ^in  the 
interests  practically  of  one  finn^— a  pro* 
posal  to  increase  the  cost  of  these  machines 
to  the  eztfflt  -that  I  have  indicated.'  I 
venture  to  say  that  if  the  Committee  as- 
sent to  that  proposal,  this  firm  will  take 
full  advantage  of  its  position.  It  will 
have  its  pound  of  flesh,  and,  in  doing  so, 
I  do  not  suggest  for  a  moment  that  it  is 
any  worse  than  is  the  average  individual. 
UpOT  the  first  class  of  machine,  it  will 
have  a  margin  of  £65  upon  which  to  in- 
crease its  price  directly  this  dutv  is  im- 
posed. Upon  the  second  class  of  engine, 
it  will  have  a  margin  of  ^80.  and  upon 
the  smaller  aigines,  it  will  have  a  margin 
of  £60.  The  Committee.  I  regrrt  to 
say,  have  already  authorized  the  collection 
of  duties  upon  the  tools  of  trade  of  the 
producers,  as  well  as  upon  the  necessaries 
of  life.  But  if  honorable  members  were 
to  visit  the  various  factories  in  the  citv  of 
Melbourne,  thev  would  find  that  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten,  the  tools  of  trade  and 
the  raw  materials  of  these  establishments 
have  been  placed  upon  the  free  list.  If 
thev  had  not  been  out  in  that  cateeor%-, 
the  manufacturers  of  Victoria  would  have 
been  in  the  IcAibies  of  this  House  pestering 
honorable  memliers.  I  recollect  mv  ex- 
jJSQenee  when  the  1902  Tariff  was  under 
'eration.  Uoon  that  occasion, 
oot  manufacturers  engaged  in 
Poynten. 


lobbying  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
a  duty  of  30  per  cent,  imposed  upon 
boots.  What  happened  subcequenuy? 
They  invaded  the  room  occupied  by  Uie 
free-trade  members  of  the  House,  whom 
they  requested  to  abolish  the  duty  of  15 
per  cent,  which  was  bdng  collected  upon 
leather,  on  the  ground  that  leather  was 
their  raw  material 

Mr.  Maugek. — Boots  are  cheaper  now 
than  they  have  ever  been. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— That  is  the  argu- 
ment of  the  Postmaster-General,  who  is  in- 
terested in  an  industry  which  has  received 
a  protection  amounting  in  some  instances 
to  150  pn  cent. 

l4t.  Mauger. — I  am  not  interested  to 
the  extent  of  a  fraction  in  any  industry  in 
Australia.  The  honorable  member  should 
not  make  that  statement. 

Mr.  POYNTON— Then  the  Postmaster- 
General  is  very  much  maligned.  The 
only  industry  in  which  he  has  exhibited  a 
very  great  interest  is  that  of  hats,  and 
upon  the  lower  class  of  hats,  a  duty  has 
been  levied  whidi  is  equivalent  to  150 
per  cent. 

Mr.  Mauger. — By  way  of  personal  ex- 
planatiwi,  may  I  be  permitted  to  say  that 
I  am  not  interested  either  directly  or  in- 
directly to  the  extent  of  a  single  penny 
in  any  manufacturing  industry  in  Aus- 
tralia. 

The     TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN 

(Mr.  Fowler). — The  honwable  member 
for  Grey  has  departed  somewhat  from  the 
item  under  consideration  by  introducing 
the  question  of  the  duty  imposed  uptxi 
leather, 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  am  quite  aware  of 
that;  but  I  was  induced  to  transgress  bv 
the  interjection  of  the  Postmaster- GeneraL 
If  there  be  any  class  in  Australia  which 
deserves  oonsideration  at  our  hands,  it  is 
that  of  the  primary  producers.  Can  hon- 
orable members  point  to  a  single  line  in 
this  Tariff  which  will  benefit  either  the 
farmer  or  the  miner?  The  products  of 
the  miner  have  to  compete  in  the  markets 
of  the  world,  and  the  same  remark  is  ap- 
plicable to  those  of  the  farmer.  I  say 
that  it  would  pay  our  primary  producers 
to  pension  off  the  men  employed  in  the 
manufacture  of  these  engines,  if,  bv  so 
doing,  they  were  permitted  to  obtain  their 
tools  of  trade  and  the  necessaries  of  life 
at  the  lowest  possible  rate.  I  have  had 
some  experience  of  the  lives  which  our 
fanners  lead,  and,  I|  lwiow(3^,diM3aItieB 
with  which  they  have  to  contend.^  '  I  am 


Tariff  [27  Notehbeb,  1907.]         (/tem  163).  6693 


acquainted  with,  men  in  the  arid  portions 
of  South  Australia^  who  have  obtained 
from  their  holdings  very  little  more  than 
seed-wheat,  and  the  necessary  flour  upon 
wluch  to  live.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  have 
seen  them  maintaining  their  families,  not 
upon  bread,  but  upon  boiled  wheat.  Yet 
tms  Committee  will  go  into  heroics  if  it 
can  provide  work  for  twenty  men,  alto- 
gether ignoring  the  fact  that  by  its  action 
500  individuals  are  being  penalized.  I 
have  known  men  upon  the  land  whose 
wheat  crop  did  not  average  one  bushel  per 
acre  per  year  for  {wactically  ten  vears, 
and  during  some  of  those  years,  wheat, 
realixed  ooly  is.  4d.  per  bushel. 

Mr.  Page. — No  man  would  remain  upon 
the  land  under  such  circumstances.  How 
could  he  possibly  live? 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  will  tell  the  honor- 
able member.  To  a  very  great  extent, 
these  men  live  uprni  the  local  storekeepers. 
They  starve  their  families  and  look  for- 
ward to  txighter  times.  I  have  known 
men  who  settled  upcm  arid  areas  when  they 
were  young,  and  who  have  quitted  them 
practically  at  the  end  of  tbeir  lives  with- 
out a  penny. 

Mr.  Page. — ^That  may  be  seen  every  day 
in  Queensland  and  all  tiie  world  over. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Why  should  men  who 
have  to  undergo  such  diflSculties  be- 
penalized? 

Mr.  CuANTEK. — There  are  less  cases  of 
insolvency  amongst  farmers  than  in  any 
other  class. 

Mr.  POYNTOJ.— That  is  not  so. 

Mr.  HtTME  Cook. — It  is  absolutely  true, 
as  the  statistics  show. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Why  should  these 
men  be  penalized  in  respect  of  every  tool 
of  trade  which  they  may  require? 

Mr.  Page. — That  is  all  right;  stkk  to 
the  text. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  am  sticking  to  the 
text 

Mr.  Pace. — No.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber told  us  that  for  ten  vears  the  fanners 
got  IS.  6d.  a  bushel.  That  is  a  tale,  be- 
cause we  know  different. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— It  is  not  a  tale. 
Here  is  an  apostle  of  protection  in  the 
person  of  the  honorable  member  for  Dar- 
win, who  was  in  South  Australia  at  the 
time,  and  knows  that  what  I  said  is  an 
absolute  fact.  Fcnr  a  number  of  years, 
I  have  seen  wheat  sold  at  is.  4d.  a  bushel 
in  the  out-portt. 

Mr.  Page. — The  honwable  member 
said  IS.  6d. 


Mr.  POYNTON.— No;  I  said  that  the 
farmers  did  not  average  moru  than  a 
bushel  of  wheat  to  the  acre,  and  that  it 
realized  only  is.  4d.  Fot  years  I  saw 
the  men  sow  their  seed,  and  where  I  ex- 
pected to  see  a  crop,  I  saw  red  fallow 
land ;  no  wheat  came  up  at  all.  Yet,  with 
honorable  members  who  live  in  a  fine  cli- 
mate, and  are  surrounded  by  the  manufac- 
turing interests,  the  only  consideratitm, 
apparently,  is  to  pile  on  duties,  ostensibly 
to  create  labour.  It  does  not  matter  to 
them  what  duties  axe  imposed,  so  long 
as  they  create  labour  in  the  towns,  if  it 
be  created  for  only  ten,  twenty,  or  thirty 
men.  It  concerns  them  very  little  itffietber 
they  penalize  hundreds  of  primary  pro- 
ducers who  cannot  possibly  derive  any  ad- 
vantage from  the  Tariff.  What  did  the 
Prime  Minister  say  wil^  a  few  years  ago 
in  regard  to  the  imposition  of  duties  levied 
on  agricultural  implements,  which  I  de- 
clare are  essential  to  enable  agriculturists 
to  contend  with  climatic  conditions,  vennin, 
and  various  other  things,  in  the  poorest 
country,  whither  they  have  been  driven, 
by  land  monopoly?  Yet,  the  Government 
propose  to  increase  their  burdens.  I  trust 
that  the  Committee  will  fix  as  low  duties 
as  possible  on  these  tools  of  trade,  which 
are  essential  to  cheap  production  by  iwri- 
mary  producers,  and  whkh,  as  time  goes 
on,  will  bp  used  still  more  largely. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [4.54]— Mr. 
Fowler,  I  think  you  will  admit  that  as  a 
rule,  the  last  speaker  is  a  pretty  warm  sort 
of  chap,  and  is  fairly  consistent.  .  To- 
night he  has  told  you  that  he  would  rather 
walk  out  of  puUic  life  than  do  certain 
things ;  that  he  would  rather  take  a  poli- 
tical cake-walk  out  of  this  assembly  than 
go  back  on  his  free-tra3e  principles.  We 
must  all  admit  that  he  is  about  the  most 
consistent  man  in  this  Parliament  in  ad- 
vocating the  extensicMi  of  free-trade.  If 
the  Committee  had  been  voting  on  the  lines 
which  he  has  stated  right  through  the  con- 
sideration of  this  Tariff,  probably  he 
would  have  found  other  honorable  members 
keeping  him  company.  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  sitting  with  him  in  the  first  Parliament. 
At  that  time  the  only  weak  spot  he  had 
— and  it  has  been  weak  ever  since  that 
date— was  a  small  patch  of  Tariff  matter, 
but  a  bit  of  salt  went  over  the  patch  and 
removed  the  diflicultv. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — That  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  WII.KS.— The  honorable  member 
knows  that  he  did  not  fight  very  strongh 
for  free-trade  principles  in  connexitxi  Rith 
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one  ifcm  in  the  first  Federal  Tariff,  and 
that  a  bit  of  salt  prevented  the  disease 
from  spreading. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — I  rise  to  order,  sir.  I 
have  already  explained  my  position  on  the 
item  to  which  the  honorable  member  has 
just  referred.  If  he  will  extend  to  me 
the  ordinary  courtesv  which  is  extended 
to  an  honorable  member  he  will  accept  the 
facts  as  described  in  Hansard.  1  was 
rather  surprised  to  hear  him  again  referring 
to  the  matter,  especially  when  he,  amongst 
others,  agreed  to  a  compromise,  and  after- 
wards asked  me  to  break  awav  from  it. 

Th^  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN  (Mr. 
Fowler). — That  is  not  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  generally  extend  more 
than  ordinafy  cmirtesy  to  m\-  fellow  mem- 
bers, and  particularly  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  Grey.  We  are  not 
here,  howe\-er.  tor  the  purpose  of  cultivat- 
ing personal  friendships.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  there  is  a  stronger  friendship 
between  two  members  of  the  House  than 
exists  between  the  honorable  member  and 
myself.  I  do  not  know  how  it  may  be 
affected  by  my  remarks  this  afternocm.  I 
trust  that  the  honorable  member  will  not 
be  fractious  under  my  observations,  be- 
cause he  can  pepper  us  very  strcmgly  when 
he  likes.  He  has  rubbed  it  in  strcxigly 
in  his  last  speech.  He,  in  oxnmon  with 
others  when  it  suits  their  purpose,  imposes 
a  self-denving  ordinance,  so  far  as  Tariff 
matters  are  concerned.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  electorate  of  Grey  is  full  of  in- 
dustrials to  manufacture  anything.  I  have 
not  vet  heard  that  it  was  a  teeming  mass 
of  factories.  And  when  the  honorable 
member  savs  he  is  prepared  to  take  a  poli- 
tical cake-walk  out  of  the  chamber 
rather  than  do  certain  things,  I  take  the 
liberty  of  saying  that  probably  the  policy 
which  he  is  advocating  is  a  just  and  use- 
ful policy  to  a  constituency  in  which  there 
are  no  strong  vested  interests,  no  thousands 
of  men  engaged  in  factories,  no  himdred 
varieties  of  industries  which  require  or  ask 
for  assistance.  It  is  just  as  well,  sir,  for 
me  to  throw  that  sidelight.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Dallev,  when  he  addresses 
vou,  does  not  pretend  to  defend  this  item 
on  economic  grounds  any  more  than  he 
would  on  anv  other  grounds ;  but  he  savs 
openly  that  as  honorable  members  rise  in 
their  places  they  show  that  thev  are  free- 
traders or  protectionists,  in  patches,  just  as 
it  suits  them,  and  he  generally  finds  that 
le  patch  which  is  put  most  strwigly  he- 
re the  Chair  is  the  patch  in  their  own 


electorate  where  a  particular  industry  is 
concerned.  So  far  as  pestering  is  con- 
cerned—either by  personal  approach  or  in 
any  other  way— let  rae  tell  the  borrorable 
member  for  Grey  that  not  on  any  item 
have  I  been  approached  directly  by  either 
importer  or  manufacturer.  That  is  the 
stand  which  I  took  on  the  first  Federal 
Tariff,  and  the  stand  which  I  t^e  on  this 
Tariff.  Certainly  I  have  received  their 
circulars,  but  that  has  been  all.  If 
ever  thev  have  got  near  enough  to  speak 
to  me,  in  my  electorate  or  elsewhere, 
I  have  asked  them  to  keep  off  the 
Tariff  question,  and  to  allow  me  to 
deal  with  it  as  a  man  who  is  responsible 
to  his  oxistituency  for  his  votes.  I  do  not 
ask  any  one  else  to  share  my  responsilnlity. 
I  wish  the  h(XK)rable  member  for  Grey  to 
understand  that  I  have  no  recollection  of 
the  incident  to  whtdi  he  referred  just  now. 
I  do  not  question  that  it  occurred  as  be 
said.  Probably  the  way  in  which  I  then 
dealt  with  any  attonpt  at  pestering  has 
prevented  any  one  from  attempting  to 
pester  me  in  oonneiion  with  this  Tariff. 
Referring  to  the  item  before  the  Chair,  I 
suppose  that  the  largest  engineering  estab- 
lishment in  New  South  Wales  is  in  my 
electorate.  There  are  also  many  similar 
establishmente  th^e.  Out  of  all  those 
firms  not  one  of  them  by  letter,  to  say 
nothing  of  a  perKxial  interview,  has 
approached  me  in  regard  to  this  item. 
There  is  a  clear  sthtement  of  my  pontkn, 
sir.  I  would  not  pursue  that  course  any 
longer,  <Mily  that  I  wish  to  make  my  case 
clear.  When  I  was  before  my  electtu^ 
during  the  la.«;t  campaign,  I  said  openly, 
"So  far  as  the  doctrine  of  free-trade  is 
concerned  rm  the  necessaries  of  life,  such 
as  food  supplies,  &c.,  I  shall  endeavour 
to  get  you  the  lowest  possible  duties. 
But  as  regards  any  other  question 
when  I  find  men,  either  free-traders 
or  protectitmists  in  patches,  fitting 
to  get  a  little  assistance  for  their 
own  electorates,  I  shall  take  care  tiiat,  as 
your  representative,  I  shall  not  be  slow  in 
demanding  a  little  share  of  tiiat  protection 
for  my  electors."  That  is  a  fnmk,  open 
statement.  Perhaps,  sir,  you  may  say  that 
it  was  a  foolish  statement  for  me  to  make, 
but  I  made  it,  and  am  answerable  to  my 
constituents.  I  am  now  carrying  out, 
rightly  or  v/rongly,  my  self-imposed  policT 
at  the  last  election.  Yesterday,  vrhen  a 
similar  item  was  submitted,  the  plea 
put  forward  was  that  would  i  be  all 
right  if  It  did  notPi^M^ld^^git^aery. 
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YoUf  sir,  pleaded  with  honorable  mem- 
bers not  to  put  penalties  (»  the  grmt 
mining  e3q>erimaits  of  Aiistialia.   You  put 
that  plea  pretty  strongly  befcwe  the  C«n- 
mittee.    You  said  that  you  would  not  be 
like  the  hc»iorable  member  for  Dalley — 
such  a  practically  low-minded  individual  as 
to  fight  for  your  electorate.    You  declared 
that  you  would  not  do  such  a  thing,  that 
you  were  such  a   noble- hearted,  elevated 
patriot,  that  all  you  thought  about  was  the 
ruination  of  your  Slate. 
Mr.  Tudor. — Who  said  that? 
Mr.  WILKS.— I   must   not   take  too 
much  liberty,  because  it  was  said  by  an 
boncvable  member  who  at  present  is  hand- 
oiffed.    I  would  not  like  to  be  sitting  in 
the  chair,  sir,  and  to  be  referred  to  as  I 
am  referring  to  the  hcmorable  member  fot 
Perth,  who  is  generally  very  cahn  in  his 
speech,  and  very  careful  as  to  his  state* 
ments.    When  he  put  that  position  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Dalley,  he  put  it 
very  nicely.    In  fact,  with  a  sort  of  scw- 
rowful  air,  he  said  that  he  stuck  up  for 
his  electorate,  but  that  he,  like  the  hcmor- 
able  member  for  Grey,  would  rather  walk 
a|t   of    Parliament    than    do    such  a 
tiling  •  as     he     indicated.      "  In  may 
State,"     he    said,    "  the   engineers  are 
more  benefited   bv   the   successful  run- 
ning of  mining  ventures  than  by  anything 
else."     So,  Mr.  Fowler,  I  find  that  even 
that  honorable  gentleman  tiad  a  patch.  I 
do  not  wish  to  speak  rudely,  but  my  nature 
is  a  bit  rough.    I  think  that  there  is  just 
as  much  human  nature  to  the  square  inch 
in  yourself  as  there  is  in  the  carcase  of  the 
honwable  member  who  is  addressing  you. 
Yesterday,  you  were  looking   after  your 
State.    To-day,  when  this  particular  indus- 
try is  concamed,  I  am  looking  after,  not 
onlv  mv  electorate,  but  also  mv  State.  We 
have  dealt  with  the  item  of  mining  ma- 
chinery, and  now  that  we  are  dealing  with 
another  item,  what  is  the  plea  put  for- 
ward?  The  plea  is  made  on  behalf  of 
somebodv  else — poor  struggHnEr  men  who 
buy  traction  engines  at  ^400  or  /"soo; 
poor  individuals  who  walk  into  an  engineer- 
ya%  establishment  and  give  an  order  for  a 
piece  of  machinerv  costing  from  /"soo  to 
£i,ooo.     Poor  devils ! 

Mr.  Hedges.- — It  will  take  a  good  trac- 
tion engine  to  shift  us  off  this  item. 

Mr.  WILKS.— And  it  will  take  a  good 
traction  engine  to  shift  me  off  my  vote. 
A  60  horse-power  locomotive  engine  such  as 
the  honorable  member  may  affect  would 
not  take  me  off  my  track.    It  is  all  very 


well  for  the  honorable  member  fot  Swan 
— who  yesterday  almost  burst  himself  in 
voting  protection  for  the  nail  industry — to 
interrupt  me.  I  ask  him  now  to  do  a  little 
on  behalf  of  the  engineerng  establishments 
of  Australia. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — But  the  honcvable 
member  is  a  free-trader. 

Mr.  WILKS. — The  honorable  member  is 
a  free-trader,  is  he?  He  voted  for  40  per 
cent,  on  nails  yesterday. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  is  a  tree-trader;  I  am  not. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  would  like  to  see  tlie 
honorable  member  give  a  little  protection  to 
the  engineering  trades.  What  have  they 
done  that  thev  should  not  receive  it  ? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  am  going  to  give 
them  some. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  do  not  wish  to  pursue 
that  argument  any  further,  but  to  refer  to 
the  item  before  the  Chair — to  locomotives, 
traction  engines,  and  other  things.  Some 
honorable  members  desire  to  have  a  revenue 
duty,  but  I  ask  them  to  abolish  their  idea 
of  getting  revenue  by  this  means,  and  put 
the  articles  on  the  free  list  If  thev  think 
that  those  who  use  these  engines  will  have 
a  severe  tax  placed  upon  them,  let  them  not 
vote  for  a  duty  of  15  or  12^  per  cent, 
because  that  will  be  imposed  upon  the 
users,  and  will  be  of  no  benefit  to  the  en- 
gineering fraternity.  There  is  no  comnt-n- 
sating  advantage  in  imposing  such  low 
duties.  With  them  it  is  only  a  question  of 
imposing  heavy  duties  on  articles  whirh, 
according  to  their  own  statement,  are  the 
tools  of  trade  of  the  down-trodden  masses, 
for  that  is  the  way  in  which  they  put  it 
to  you,  sir.  If  they  hold  that  view,  do 
net  let  them  fool  with  the  question  at  all. 
Let  the  honorable  member  for  Swan,  and 
those  who  think  with  him  that  the  duty  is  a 
severe  imposition  upon  people,  and  cannot 
encourage  local  manufacture,  put  the  articles 
on  the  free  list.  I  will  show  them  what  sort 
of  an  animal  I  arn.  If  I  cannot  get  an 
effective  duty,  I  will  vote  to  place  the 
articles  on  the  free  list. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— The  honorable 
rnember  has  told  us  that  about  twenty 
times. 

Mr.  WILKS.— If  I  have,  I  do  not  tell 
it  to  slow  mu.sic,  as  the  honorable  member 
tells  his  story,  nor  with  one-half  of  the 
bumptiousness  which  he  exhibits,  approach- 
ing the  table  like  an  inflated  balloon,  as  he 
has  done  on  very  manv  occasions,  and  telling 
the  Chairman  tha^.^h|^^w55^t  allow  this 
member  or    thsu  member  to  doubt 
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veracity.    Let  me  respectfully  tell  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Dalley  mav  be  allowed  to  say 
oMie  or  two  words  regarding  the  attitu(^ 
which  he  is  going  to  take  ud. 
Sir  John  Forrest. — Yes. 
Mr.  WILKS.— I  thank   the  honorable 
member  very  mxich  for  his  condescension. 
With  regard  to  loccMnotives,  even  the  State 
of  New  South  Wales  has  got  out  of  its 
free-trade  ideas.    A  few  years  ago  its  Go- 
vernment refused  to  purchase  locomotive  en- 
gines for  running  on  their  railways,  and 
made  arrangements  for  some  to  be  manufac- 
tured at  the  Eveleigh  workshops  under  Go- 
vernment control  by  their  own  workers. 
The  free-trade  press  of  New  South  Wales 
accepted  that  arrangement  with  the  warmest 
praise,  because  it  meant  work  for  the  en- 
gineering fraternity.    I  was  very  pleased 
Indeed  to  think  that  the  railway  workshops 
of'the  State  were  going  in  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  locomotives.    I  am  only  showing 
you,  sir,  that  they  all  have  little  patches 
of  protection  upon  them.    That  is  a  patch 
which  I  hope  to  see  enlarged  before  the  de- 
bate in  regard  to  machinery  is  concluded. 
Honorable  members  have  said  that  in  the 
past  the  demand  for  traction  engines  has 
been  so  small  that  it  did  not  pay  engineer- 
ing firms  to  attempt  to  manufacture  them. 
An  engineering  establishment    cannot  be 
started  except  with  a  larger  expenditure 
on  plant.     The  man  who  thinks  that  he 
can  start  with  a  file,  and  2S.  6d.  in  his 
pocket,  will  soon  file  his  schedule.  -We  have 
heard  a  good  deal  about  the  great  amoimt 
of  plant  lying  idle  in  the  nail-making  in- 
dustry, which  employs  twenty  men;  bat  I 
ask  those  who  voted  for  a  duty  of  40  per 
cent,  to  protect  that  industry,    why  they 
should  be  frightened  to  give  30  per  cent,  to 
protect  the  immensely  larger  engineering 
industry?   One  engineering  firm  alone  in 
my  electorate    pays    from  j£  1 50,000  to 
170,000  a  year  in  wages.     If  a  man  is 
go!ng  to  make  a  splash  at  all,  he  should 
do  it  for  the  engineering  and  iron-working 
trades,  which  are  national  in  their  char- 
acter.    Engineering  establishments  are  not 
confined  to  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales. 
If  the  Tariff  ena>urages  manufacturing, 
there  will  be  engineering  establishments, 
not  only  all  along  the  eastern  sea-board, 
but  also  in  Western  Australia  as  well. 
The  trouble  of  the  Western  Australian 
people  to-day  is  that,  if  they  import  from 
the  eastern  States,  they  have  heavy  freights 
to  pay  ;  but  with  engineering  establishments 
of  their  own  they  will  be  able  to  get  what 


they  want  locaHy.  Although  the  new 
grouping  of  items  which  the  Treasurer 
has  brought  forward  is  an  impiovenient, 
it  still  leaves  things  in  an  unsatisfactCMy 
positimi.  Why  should  steam  turbines  be 
placed  on  the  free  list,  and  a  duty  of  25 
per  cent,  be  imposed  on  high-speed  engines 
— both  of  which  are  used  for  practically 
the  same  purposes?  Great  Britain  leads 
the  world  in  the  manufacture  of  this  kind 
of  machinery,  and  it  will  be  some  time 
before  we  can  make  equally  good  ma- 
chinery of  the  kind  here.  But  die  dif- 
ferentiation to  which  I  refer  is  an  ancnnaly. 
Bc^h  turbines  and  high-speed  engines 
should  be  on  the  free  list,  or  both  should 
be  dutiable  at  25  per  cent.  Coming  to 
the  questicm  of  prefemioe,  I  have  through- 
out showed  the  hoUowness  of  the  |vef^- 
ential  trade  pTC^x)sals.  They  have  been 
used  to  secure  a  lower  Tariff,  and  I  have 
been  glad  to  avaii  myself  of  them  to  bring 
about  the  reduction  of  duties  on  articles 
of  ordinarv  consumption.  But  I  am  not 
willing  to  pretend  to  do  something  for  the 
engineering  industry,  and  then  tidce  away 
any  advantage  by  imposing  a  low  duty 
upon  British  importations.  I  ask  the  Go- 
vernment to  go  for  rates  of  30  and  -  25  per 
cent.,  if  they  can  get  thm,  or,  if  not,  for 
an  all  round  rate  of  25  per  cent 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Bkown. — Twenty  and  15 
per  cent 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  would  sooner  have  this 
machinery  placed  on  the  free  list  than 
impose  merely  revenue  duties  on  it. 

Mr.  TiLLEV  Brown. — If  our  manufac- 
turers cannot  make  it  under  a  protective 
duty  of  20  per  cent.,  th^  should  not  try 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Whv  did  the  honorable 
member  vote  for  the  imposition  of  such 
heavv  duties  upon  woollens  and  hats? 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — I'  have  not  voted 
for  the  imposition  of  heavy  duties. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  honorable  member 
gave  many  votes  for  much  higher  rates 
than  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  BitOWN. — No. 

Mr.  WILKS.— If  he  did  not,  he  is  the 
rara  avis  of  the  Victorian  protectionists, 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Grey  is  a 
bird  of  like  character  in  the  labour'  flock. 
Honorable  members  know  the  great  dimen- 
sions of  the  engineering^  trade,  in  which  die 
wages  paid  to  artisans  are  from  80  to  50 
per  cent  higher  than  are  paid  in  other 
trades.  If  any  criticism  is  to  be  offered 
on  the  subject  of  change  of  attitude,  I  shall 
be  very  pleased  to  do  my  own  attacking. 
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instead  oS.  allowing  others  to  attack  me. 
I  have  stated  my  position  here,  and  I 
stated  it  when  before  the  electors.  Those 
connected  with  the  engineering  industry 
have  not  appealed  to  me  personally,  but, 
as  high  duties  have  been  voted  for  the  pro- 
tection of  mere  mushroom  industries,  I 
shall  he  very  glad  to  support  duties 
for  the  protection  of  a  substantial  industry. 
But  there  must  be  reason  in  roasting  eggs, 
and  I  do  not  wish  to  go  to  extremes. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — duty  of  30  per 
cent,  is  very  moderate. 

Mr.  WILKS. — It  is  moderate  com- 
pared with  duties  of  75  and  50  per  cent, 
which  have  been  imposed  upon  other  items. 
A  duty  of  30  per  cent,  should  be  the  high 
water  mark  so  far  as  the  engineering  in- 
dustry is  cof»cerned,  and  it  is  a  very  reaswi- 
able  rate  to  ask  for,  I  hope  that  the  Trea- 
surer will  not  allow  the  protecticHi  given 
to  the  engineering  industry  to  be  cut  down 
by  preferential  trade  proposals. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— We  must  have  pie- 
fer^itial  trade. 

Mr.  WILKS. — No  preference  was  given 
last  night. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^That  was  because 
we  could  not  get  what  we  wanted. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  hope  that  it  will  not  be 
given  in  this  case.  It  is  mly  a  device  to 
reduce  rates.  It  is  absurd  to  say  that  we 
cannot  make  steam  rollers  here.  They  are 
the  simplest  machines  to  make,  and  I  was 
glad  to  know  of  the  manufacture  of  the 
machine  on  which  the  Treasurer  performed 
baptismal  rites  at  Collingwood. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — That  is  a  tradion 
engine,  too.  - 

Mr.  WILKS.— Yes.  Not  many  have 
been  made  here,  because  there  is  pot  a  large 
demand  for  them ;  but  that  does  {»ove 
that  they  cannot  be  made.  I  shall  be  satis- 
fied with  reasffliable  duties  for  the  protec- 
tion of  engineering ;  but,  seeing  that  my 
constituents  have  to  pay  heavy  duties  on 
clothing,  food  supplies,  and  other  requi- 
sites, I  should  he  worse  than  a  fool  if  I 
did  not  try  to  get  something  for  them. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverma)  [5.17].— I 
should  not  take  part  in  this  debate  had  it 
not  been  for  the  strange  speech  of  the  hon- 
orable member  few  Giey.  I  take  this  op* 
portonitv  to  pc^  oat,  I  hope  once  and  for 
all,  that  others  as  well  as  he  represent 
farming  constituendes,  and  have  me  in- 
terests of  the  farmers  at  heart.  It  will  not 
help  his  cause  to  put  the  farmers  in  a  false 
position  bv  making  them  appear  antagon- 
istic to  an  Australian  policy.   The  bulk  of 


them  are  in  favour  of  an  Australian  policy, 
because  they  know  that  they  owe  their  exis- 
tence as  farmers  to  it.  Does  the  honorable 
member  Uiink  that  the  Committee  will  ac- 
cept such  an  exaggerated  statement  as  he 
made? 

Mr.  Hedges. — It  was  quite  true. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Grey  said  that  in  a  part  of  South 
Australia  the  farmers  for  ten  consecutive 
years  existed  cxi  boiled  wheat,  that  that  was 
their  staple  food.  I  have  eaten  boiled 
wheat,  and  know  that  it  makes  a  good  ar- 
ticle of  diet ;  in  fact,  I  use  it  in  preference 
to  some  of  the  oaten  and  maize  meals.  ' 

Mr.  Mahon. — But  the  honorable  member 
-would  not  like  to  live  on  it.  . 

Mr.  CHANTER.— No  one  would  like  to 
be  confined  to  one  diet.  I  have  been  a 
farmer,  and  have  undergone  as  many  hard- 
ships and  troubles  as  any  fanner  in  the 
country;  but  1  do  not  believe  it  possible 
that  tor  ten  consecutive  years  farmers  ui 
any  district  have  had  to  live  on  boiled 
wheat,  with  a  yield  of  half  a  bushel  to  the 
acre,  which  they  sold  at  is.  4d.  per  bushel. 
The  fanners  in  my  electorate  have  suffered 
as  mw^h  as  those  in  the  northern  parts  of 
South  Australia.  They  are  called  upon  to 
suffer  greatly  at  times,  by  reascHi  of 
droughts. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — How  does  the  hon- 
orable member  propose  to  connect  these  re- 
marks with  the  subject  of  portable  engines  ? 
He  is  making  a  seccnd-reading  speedi 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  am  dealing  with 
the  contention  of  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Grey,  that  tracti(Hi  engines  should  not  be 
made  dutiable,  because  farmers  who  have 
been  in  the  terrible  position  which  he  men- 
tioned are  foiced  to  buy  them  for  use  in- 
s^d  of  horses.  I  challenge  the  honor- 
able member  for  Grey  to  find  in  any  State 
500  bond  fide  farmers — I  am  not  alluding 
to  large  pastoralists — 5  per  cent,  of  whom 
are  employing  traction  engines  and  other 
powerful  engines.  The  5  per  cent,  might 
use  them  for  threshing  purposes,  travelling 
round  with  them  from  farm  to  farm,  mak- 
ing a  levy  upcm  the  farmers  who  use  them. 
A  farmer  who  understands  his  business 
knows  full  well  the  advantage  of  breeding 
a  high  class 'of  stock.  Thoe  will  always 
be  a  demand,  tioth  in  Australia  and  outside, 
tot  ten  times  the  number  of  horses  we  can 
breed  in  this  country.  The  arguments 
used  to  induce  the  Committee  not  to^tagree 
to  a  substantial  duty,  in  this  instance,  are 
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the  most  extraordinary  I  ever  heard  oom- 
ing  from  a  so-called  fanneis'  reptesenta^ 
tave. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Ikvine.— The  honorable 
member's  argument"  seems  to  be  that  we 
should  increase  the  duty  on  powerful  en- 
gines to  induce  farmers  to  breed  more 
horses. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  sa>  nothing  of  the 
Kind.  Some  honorable  members  who  re- 
present mining  or  farming  constituencies 
look  at  a  i^atter  of  this  kind  simply  from 
the  point  of  view  of  their  own  electorates, 
and  appear  to  be  incapable  of  regarding  it 
from  any  other  aspect.  Consider  it  from 
the  miner's  point  of  view.  Will  it  be  de- 
nied that  the  miner  has  been  benefited 
by  industrial  legislation,  by  means  of  which 
impcMTters'  monopolies  have  been  compelled 
to  bring  down  their  prices?  The  reduc- 
tion in  the  cost  of  machinery  has  enabled 
the  employers  to  pay  Letter  wages  than 
the}'  could  o:herwise  have  done.  In  years 
gone  by,  before  Victoria  and  other  States 
entered  into  the  manufacture  of  machinery 
from  a  serious  point  of  view,  prices  were 
lOo  per  cant,  higher  than  they  are  to-day. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— That  is  the  old 
argument — high  {Mices  for  flour  make 
bread  cheaper  I 

Mr.  CHANTER.— What  I  say  as  to 
machinery  cannot  be  contradicted ;  statis- 
tics prove  it.  I  know  of  no  farmers  who 
use  steam  rollers,  traction  engines, 
and  powerful  engines  of  other  classes. 
I  know  of  very  large  capitalists  who 
may  scanetimes  want  tbem  for  exten- 
sive irrigation  works ;  but  when  I  speak  of 
a  farmer,  I  mean  a  working  man  who 
drives  his  own  pbugh  and  tills  with  his 
own  implements. 

Mr.  Mahon. — The  honorable  member 
ought  to  have  a  much  larger  class  of  that 
kind  around  Deniliquin. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  quite  agree  with 
the  honorable  member.  Will  he  denv  that 
the  farmer  is  benefited  by  a  Tariff  such 
as  this? 

Mr.  Mahon. — I  thought  the  honorable 
member  was  going  to  show  how  the  miner 
is  benefited. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  have  done  so.  t 
have  shown  that  a  Tariff  such  as  this  tends 
to  give  the  miner  constant  employment, 
and  that  he  benefits  from  the  competition 
caused  by  the  internal  manufacture  of  min- 
ing machinery. 

The  CHAIRMAN— I  must  ask  the 
honorable  member  not  to  enter  into  a 


general  discussion  of  free-trade  and  pro- 
tection. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— We  haw  had  such 
arguments  from  the  honwable  member  for 
Grey  without  any  check. 

The  CHAIRMAN— I  was  not  in  the 
chair  when  the  honorable  member  for  Grey 
was  speaking ;  but  if  I  allowed  the  honor- 
able member  to  enter  into  a  genera)  dis- 
cussion, it  would  open  up  the  whole  Tariff 
from  t^ginning  to  end. 

Mr.  CHANTER,— I  sat  patiently  listen- 
ing to  other  honorable  members  who  en- 
tered into  general  considerations.  The 
honorable  member  for  Grey  made  state- 
ments which  I  believe  to  be  absolutely 
incorrect.  I  wish  to  prove  that  not  only 
has  the  miner  benefited  from  industrial 
legislation  such  as  we  are  now  engaged  in 
dealing  with,  but  that  the  fanner  has  also 
benefited. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  do  not  wish  to 
curtail  the  honorable  member's  remarks, 
but  I  cannot  allow  a  general  discussion  to 
take  place  on  this  item. 

Mr.  CHANTER. — I  was  not  openinjt 
up  anything  at  all  new,  but  was  simply 
replying  to  statements  made  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Grey,  which  can,  I  think, 
be  easily  refuted.  I  ask  hcmorable  mem- 
bers whkher  the  manufacture  in  Australia 
of  such  murhinerv  as  we  are  now  consider- 
ing has  not  had  tht  effect  of  lowering 
prices?  The  farmer  and  the  miner  have 
also  been  benefited  by  opportunities  beinf; 
afforded  for  their  sons  to  enter  into  other 
fields  of  employment  A  miner  does  not 
want  his  sons  to  be  always  miners. 

Mr.  Mahon. — That  is  what  Graham 
Berry  told  the  Victorians  thirty  years  ago. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— And  he  was  perfectly- 
right.  It  has  been  demonstrated  that  thou- 
sands and  thousands  of  miners'  sons,  and 
of  miners  themselves*  have  drifted  from 
the  mining  fields  into  our  manufacturing 
industries.  The  same  is  the  case  with 
farmers'  sons. 

Mr.  FowuER. — And  many  of  the  mm 
in  the  industries  of  Melbourne  had  to 
drift  over  to  Western  Australia  to  get  work 
in  the  mines  there. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  greed  for  gokt 
has  induced  men  to  go,  sometimes  to  the 
Arctic  Regions,  and  at  other  times  to  the 
hottest  of  countries.  The  point  is,  how- 
ever, that  our  farmers  and  miners  have 
not  been  driven  out  of  Australia,  and  we- 
want  them  to  remain  htfe.  The  miner  i» 
as  much  interested  in  edr^aanitfacturinif 
industries  as  arf'^f^ai^sa?^  only- 
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frcm  the  point  of  view  of  his  own  benefit, 
but  foe  the  sake  of  the  community  of 
vbich  he  is  part.  I  know  hundred;,  of 
cases*  especially  on  the  Bendigo  field, 
with  which  1  am  well  acquainted,  of 
mtnen  who  have  left  the  mines  and  en- 
tered into  industrial  oocupattcms.  How 
voutd  a  fanner  be  benefited  by  the  policy 
of  those  honorable  members  who,  by  plac- 
ing such  machines  as  we  are  considering 
upon  the  free  list,  would  drive  our  manu- 
facturing industries  out  of  the  Ccmmion- 
wealtb?  Will  not  the  fanner  be  benefited 
by  such  an  increase  of  industries  as  will  in- 
crease the  populaticxi  of  Australia?  If 
the  factories  aie  emptied,  whtxn  are  we 
going  to  depend  upon  to  fight  for  Aus- 
tralia if  a  time  of  stress  s^Mild  come? 
We  cannot  depend  upon  those  who  want  to 
keep  our  chunners  trcxn  smoking  and  (Hir 
wfattls  from  revolving.  The  fanner  knows 
that  be  is  benefited  frcna  tt»  prosperity  of 
our  manufacturing  industries.  They  create 
for  him  a  large  hcwae  market.  He  has  two 
markets  to  depend  upon,  one  of  which  he 
can  to  a  certain  extent  control,  whilst  the 
ether  is  beyond  his  c(Xitrol.  His  home 
market  is  increased  by  affording  profitable 
employment  to  thousands  of  worlunen.  I 
challenge  aiK)ther  statement  made  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Grev.  He  said  that 
the  effect  of  every  Tariff  that  has  been 
passed  had  been  to  increase  the  price  of 
everv  article  upon  which  a  duty  was  im- 
posed, and  that  the  fanner  had  to  pay 
more  for  e^-erjthing  he  ate  and  everything 
he  used  Well,  a  good  farmer  does  not 
usually  require  to  buy  much  to  eat.  He 
produces  that  for  himself.  As  for  prices, 
will  any  one  deny  that  until  the  policy  of 
protection  was  applied  in  Australia,  every 
machine  and  every  article  was  dearer  by 
100  per  cent,  than  is  the  case  to-day? 
That  is  a  statement  that  cannot  be  con- 
tradicted. 

Mr.  Fowler. — Because  all  over  the 
world  processes  have  been  cheapened  to 
a  large  extent  in  the  meantime. 

Mr.  CHANTE?l.— I  can  give  the  hon- 
orable member  instances  where  prices  havp 
been  at  a  certain  figure  in  one  State,  and 
oonsidoably  higher  or  lower  in  other 
States,  as  the  case  may  be,  according  to 
whether  the  price  of  imported  articles  was 
affected  bv  local  manufactures.  Cwnpeti- 
fion  has  brought  the  price  down. 

Mr.  Page. — What  about  cooperation? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— That  is  quite  another 
matter.  I  sincerely  hope  the  Committee 
will  pass  this  item  with  the  duty  proposed. 
I  ask  honocaUe  members  to  Iveak  down 


once  f(x  all  the  feeling  that  we  cannot 
make  these  goods  to  advantage.  Australia 
has  determined  upcm  a  fwotective  policy. 
The  d^ails  of  the  Tariff  may  require  re- 
arranging fnxn  time  to  ttmei  but  duties 
should  be  so  fixed  that  every  one  may  Iniow 
that  for  all  time  capital  may  safely  be 
invested  in  Australian  industries.  We 
should  let  it  go  forth  to  the  world 
that  capital  may  be  invested  in  our 
industries  with  some  hope*  of  re- 
turn. We  can  make  in  Australia  all 
that  we  require,  and  if  the  majority  of 
honorable  members  are  true  to  their  elec- 
tion pledges,  they  will  vote  for  a  truly 
protecdonist  policy,  such  as  is  embodied 
in  this  Tariff. 

Question— That  the  words  "  traction  and 
portable  engines,"  proposed  to  be  left  out, 
stand  part  of  the  amendment  (Mr.  Ful- 
ler's amendment  of  Sir  Wiluak 
Lvne's  amendm«it) — put.  The  Com- 
mittee divided. 

Ayes    ...  43 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  17 


Majority  . 
Arsi 


36 


Damford,  F.  W. 
tlatchelor,  E.  L. 
BrowD,  Tilley 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Cam,  J.  H. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Kwine,  T.  T. 
Fairbairn,  G. 
Fisher,  A. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
HiitenisoD,  J. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Irvine,  W.  \\. 
Knox,  W. 
Lyne,  Sir  Willlaia 

Archer.  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Hrown,  Thomas 
r'ook,  Joseph 
Kowlcr,  ].  M. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Fvsh,  Sir  Philip 
rivnn.  P.  McM. 
LivingitoQ,  J. 


'  Uahon,  H. 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  T. 
M auger,  S. 
McDougall,  I.  K. 
O'Malley,  Emg 
P^ge.  J. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson ,  S. 
Spcncc,  W.  n. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson.  J.  C. 
VVilks.  W.  H. 
Wise,  G.  H. 
Wvnne,  A. 

Tetters  : 
Cook,  Hume 
Foster,  F.  J. 

Noes. 

McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Poynton,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Thomson,  Dngald 
Willis,  Hcnrv 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

Teller  1: 
lohnson,  W.  E. 
LiddcM,  F. 

PAnts. 

I  Reid,  G.  H. 

Kellv,  W.  H. 
I  Smith,  Bruce 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative 


Crouch,  R.  A. 
Kin[;ston,  C.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
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Amradment  of  the  am«idment  negatived. 
Amendment  (by  Mr.  Fuller)  put — 

That  the  ame&dmeot  be  amended  by  leaTbg 
out  the  figures  "3o>"  with  a  view  to  incert  in 
lieu  theieof  the  figures  "  20." 

The  Coninittee  divided 
Aye»     ...         ...         ...  27 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  30 


Majority  ... 


Ates. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkiasoa,  L. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Brown,  Tboma'S 
CMk,  Joseph 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fowler,  J.  H. 
FrMer,  C.  E. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Gtynn.  P.  McM. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine.  W.  H. 
Kniu.  W. 
Liddell,  F. 


Livingston,  J. 
Mabon,  H. 
McWilliaras,  W.  J. 
Poynton,  A. 
Sampson,  S. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Si-ence,  W.  G. 
Tnomson,  Dugald 
Willis,  Henrv 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers : 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 


Noes 


Bamford,  F.  W. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman^  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  K.  N 
Mathews,  J. 

Kelly,  W.  H. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Thomas,  J. 


M  auger,  S. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
O'Malley,  King 
Pige,  J- 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Wise,  C.  H. 

Tellers: 
Batclelor,  E.  I.. 
I  Cook,  Hume 

PAIU. 

Kingston,  C.  C 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Webster,  W. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Hall,  D.  J(. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  of  the  amendment  negatived. 
Amendment  (by  Sir  John  Quick)  pro- 
posed— 

Thai  the  amendment  be  amended  by  leaving 
out  the  figures  "  30"  with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  the  figures  "  25.'* 

Mr.  FOWLER  (Perth)  [5.51].— I  wish 
to  supply  a  little  informaticMi  for  the  benefit 
of  our  protectionist  friends.  The  Tariff 
Ccxnmission  were  told  repeatedly  bv  those 
interested  in  this  industry  as  workers,  that 
a  dtjty  of  25  per  cent,  on  madiinery  of  this 
kind  was  of  no  use  whatever  to  fhem.  If 


honorable  members  desire  that  protecticm 
should  be  afforded  to  this  industry,  they 
must,  therefore,  vote  for  much  higher 
duties  than  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  AusnN  Chapman. — ^Wbat  do  bcm- 
orable  members  in  the  comer  say  to  this  ? 

Mr.  FOWLER.— The  effect  of  a  duty 
of  25  per  cent,  would  simply  be  to  add 
to  the  cost  of  all  the  machinery  included 
in  this  item.  It  would  not  lead  to  any 
appreciable  development  of  the  industry  In 
Australia.  That  is  the  opinion  of  those 
who  asked  the  Tariff  Comoiission  for 
higher  duties.  Those  who  wish  to  be  con- 
sidered consistent  protectionists  should,  in 
this  case,  vote  for  higher  duties  than  are 
now  proposed,  or  leave  this  machinery 
dutiaUe  at  the  rates  levied  under  the  old 
Tariff. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.53]. — I  wish  just  to  say  that  1 
should  like  very  much  to  have  been  able 
to  secure  a  duty  of  30  per  coit.,  but,  as 
I  find  that  I  cannot  do  that,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  accept  the  amendment  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Bendiga 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmareh)  [5.54! 
— I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  the  Treasiuer 
make  that  admission.  We  have  heard  from 
the  h(»iorable  member  for  Perth  that  if 
we  intend  to  protect  this  industry*  we 
should  not  impose  lower  duties  than  those 
proposed  by  the  Government.  I  have 
been  very  much  surprised  by  the  action  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Bendigo  in  mov- 
ing his  amendment.  It  must  not  be  for- 
gotten that  if  the  duty  imposed  under  the 
general  Tariff  were  fixed  at  25  per  cent, 
instead  of  30  per  cent,  as  proposed  bv  the 
Government,  it  would  mean  a  duty  of  20 
per  amX.  on  imports  from  the  United  King- 
dom, because  the  majority  of  honorable 
members  are  pledged  to  preference.  The 
Treasurer  should  have  stood  by  his  Tariff, 
and  I  say  that  the  bonoraUe  member  for 
Bendigo  was  botmd  to  support  him,  if 
only  for  the  reasons  stated  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Perth.. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY  (Darwin) 
fS-55l- — I  3sk  the  Treasurer  whether  be 
proposes  that  the  duty  all  round  shall  be 
25  per  cent.  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  depends  upon 
the  Committee. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— IT  not.  the 
Treasurer,  in  accepting  the  amendment,  is 
sacrificing  the  people's  interests. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  rHume— Tiea- 
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members,  and  especiaUy  pn)t)ecti(»iistSf  to 
ny  that  I  am  sacrificing  protectkn  in  any 
way.  If  they  are  not  |xepaied,  to  a  very 
large  extent,  to  leave  it  to  me  to  deci<fe 
what  [  can  get,  some  cMie  else  had  better 
be  given  charge  of  the  business.  I  know 
what  I  can  get,  and  what  I  cannot  g^t, 
and  what  I  can  best  do  in  the  interests  of 
those  who  desire  the  highest  protection  we 
can  secure  for  them. 

Mr.  STOllRER  (Bass)  [5.57].— In  re- 

ey  to  the  httiorable  member  for  Perth, 
t  me  say  that  I  am  a  protectionist,  and 
can  ezerose  my  right  to  vote  as  such  with- 
oat  any  dictation  from  free-traders.  I 
made  up  my  mind,  when  the  Tariff  was  in- 
tnxhioed*  that  I  would  vote  for  duties  of 
2$  per  cent,  and  20  per  cent,  on  this  item, 
and  that  is  how  I  intend  to  vote,  whether 
the  Governmoit  accept  the  amendment  or 
not. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [5.58I. 
— I  wish  the  hwiorable  member  for  Ben- 
digo  to  explain  whether,  in  moving  his 
amendment,  he  is  prepared  to  accept  a 
duty  of  20  per  cent,  in  the  second  column, 
or  whether  he  does  not  think  that  25  per 
cent,  is  the  minimum  of  effective  protec- 
tkm  for  this  industry.  I  can  und^tand 
the  honorable  member  being  against  pre- 
ference, but  surely  he  must  Le  aware  that 
if  25  per  cent,  is  considered  a  fair  duty 
undo'  the  general  Tariff,  honcwable  mem- 
bers will  look  for  a  duty  of  20  per  cent, 
on  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Certainly ;  I  said  sa 
•  Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Then  the  honor- 
able member  does  not  believe  that  20  per 
cent,  is  a  fair  duty.  He  is  going  against 
his  own  recommenaati(Hi,  although  he  said 
that  he  was  prepared  to  stand  oy  the  re* 
commendation  of  the  protectionist  section 
of  the  Tariff  Commission.  I  say  that  if 
we  are  not  to  have  effective  protecticxi  for 
this  industry,  it  is  better  that  this  ma- 
chiner>-  should  be  admitted  free.  I  have 
no  wish  to  penalize  the  users  of  these  ma- 
chines, unless  we  can  benefit  the  manufac- 
turers and  workers  of  Australia.  I  have 
been  prepared  to  agree  with  some  of  the 
recommoidatiixis  of  the  fm>tectioni5t  sec- 
tion of  the  Tariff  Commission,  but  I  have 
never  been  wepued  to  vote  for  duties  be- 
low those  they-  recommended.  It  would 
now  appear  to  be  a  fact  that  the  Chalr- 
man  of  the  Tariff  Commission  is  prepared 
to  accept  a  lower  duty  than  that  which 
be  believes  will  give  elective  protection. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [6.1].— A 
doty  of  25  per  cent,  on  this  item  is  reo^- 


nised  as  a  fair  duty  bv  Silverthome  and 
Adair,  who  have  the  largest  foundry  in 
Kalgoorlie. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber proposes  that  they  should  be  given  a 
duty  of  only  20  per  coit 

Mr.  HEDGES.— Wages  in  this  industry 
are  50  per  cent,  hi^r  in  Kalgoorlie  than 
in  Melbourne  or  Sydney,  and  if  a  duty  of 
25  per  cent,  is  sufficient  for  Kalgoorlie, 
manufacturers  in  Melbourne  and  Sydney 
should  be  ashamed  to  ask  for  a  higher  rate 
of  duty.  In  view  of  the  increased  cost  of 
labour,  a  duty  of  25  per  cent.,  as  applied 
to  the  industry  in  Kalgoorlie,  would  be 
worth  50  per  cent,  to  the  industry  in  Mel- 
bourne; At  page  2023  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
missipn's  report  it  will  be  found  that  Mr. 
Silverthome  asked  for  a  duty  of  35  per 
cent. 

Sir  John  Quick.— Why  did  not  the  hon- 
orable member  vote  for  that  duty? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— Because  I  thought 
they  were  asking  for  too  much.  If  the 
Western-  Australian  manufacturers  secured 
that  rate  of  protectitm,  the  bigger  factories 
with  better  facilities  in  MelU>ume  and 
Sydney  would  secure  the  same  rate.  If 
manufacturers  at  Kalgoorlie  can  hold  thdr 
0¥m  with  a  duty  of  25  per  cent.,  those 
engaged  in  the  industry  in  Melbourne  and 
Sydney  should  be  able  to  carry  on  with  the 
duty  imposed  under  the  old  Tariff. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [6.4]. 
—We  heard  yesterday  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Fr«nantle  did  not  care 
whether  they  could  manufacture  these  ma- 
chines in  Western  Australia  or  not. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Who  said  that? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— To-day  the  hoii- 
orable  member  states  that  if  manufacturers 
in  that  State  are  given  a  protection  of  25 
per  cent  they  can  carry  on.  I  wish  to 
show  that  he  is  prepared  to  destroy  the 
Western  Australian  industries.  He  says 
that  they  can  carry  on  with  a  20  per  cent, 
duty. 

Mr.  Hedges. — I  did  not  say  so;  they 
have  said  so  themselves. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  honorable 
member  must  be  aware  that  they  cannot 
carry  on  with  a  lower  duty.  By  voting  fOT 
the  amendment,  he  would  decide  in  favour 
of  a  duty  of  only  20  per  cent,  on  imports 
fn>m  the  United  Kingdom.  That  is  ttwe 
position.  The  honorable  member  has  led 
the  Committee  to  believe  that  he  thinks  a 
duty  of  25  per  cent,  a  fair  duty. 

Mr.  Heix;es. — I  did  not  say'  it  was 
fair;  I  said  that  they  asked  too  much. 
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Mr.  HUTCHISON. -We  have  to  con- 
sider not  DDMely  the  manufacturers  of 
Victoria  and  New  South  Wales.  I  have 
more  consideration  for  the  smaller  States, 
where  manufactures  cannot  be  carried  on 
on  the  same  scale  as  in  the  larger  States. 
I  do  not  wish  to  see  any  industry  in 
Western  Australia  or  in  South  Australia 
destroyed  in  the  way  the  honorable  m^- 
ber  for  Fremantle  proposes  they  should  be. 
If  the  Committee  does  not  carry  a  duty 
of  30  per  cent,  in  the  General  Tariff,  I 
shall  claim  the  vote  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Fremantle  in  favour  of  a  duty  of 
25  per  cent,  on  imports  from  the  United 
K.ingd«n. 

Question— That  the  figures  *'  30,"  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out,  stand  part  of  the 
proposed  amendmait  (Sir  John  Quick's 
amendment  of  Sir  William  Lyme's 
amendment) ' — put.  Hw  Committee 
divided. 

Ayes     ...         ...         ...  IS 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  50 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  n^ttive. 
Amaidment  of  the  amendment  agreed  tok 
Amendment  inserting  the  figures  "  25  " 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  FULLER  (lUawarra)  [6.xo]^I 
desire  to  move  in  regard  to  the  United 
Kingdom  column  that  "  traction  and  port- 
able engines  be  free." 

The  CHAIRMAN.— We  have  already 
decided  that  tracticxi  and  portable  engines 
shall  remain  part  of  the  item. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Heix»s)  pro- 
posed— 

Thftt  the  amendment  be  amendted  by  leaviai 
out  the  figures  "  25,"  with  a  view  to  iBiert  la 

lieu  thereof  the  figuret  "  ij." 

Questicm — That  the  figures  **  45,"  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out,  stand  part  of  the  pro- 
posed amendment — put  The  Committee 
divided. 

Ayes   IS 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  46 


Majority 

Bam  ford,  F.  W. 
.  Itatchelor,  E.  L. 

Caix,  E.  S. 

Chanter,  ].  M. 
Coon,  J. 

M.-iloney.  W.  R.  N. 
Mathewf,  J. 

.Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L.  - 
Brown,  Tilley 
Brown,  Thomas 
Cans,  J.  H. 
Chapman,  Austin' 
Cook,  Joseph 
Dealcin,  A. 
Kdwards,  R. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
t'airbaim,  G. 
Kislicr,  A. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvinci  Hans 
Irvine.  W.  H. 
jolinson,  W,  E. 
Knox,  W. 
Liddell,  F. 

K-nRslon,  C.  C. 
Crotich,  R.  A. 
Wcbsler,  W. 
lluchcs,  W.  M. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 


 3« 

AVKS. 

McDougall.  J.  K. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
WViIson,  J.  C. 

Tillers: 
Htitchiion,  I. 
O'Malley,  King 

NOES. 

-Livingston,  J. 
Lvoe,  Sir  William 
Mabon,  H. 
Mauger,  S. 
McWilliams.  W.  I. 
Page.  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A. 
Qi;tck,  Sir  Jrltn 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Spcncc,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Thomson,  John 
Watkins,  David 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Willis,  Henry. 
Wilson,  J.  G 
Wise,  G.  H. 
Wynre,  A. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Foster,  F.  J. 

Pahs. 

Kelly,  W.  H. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Hall.  D.  R. 


Majority 


Bam  ford.  F.  W. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Carr,  t.  S. 
Coon,  J. 
I-isher,  A. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N 
Mathews,  J. 


31 


Ant. 


McDougall,  J.  K. 

O'Maliey,  King 
Tudor,  K.  G. 
Watkios,  David 
Watson,  J.  C. 

Tellers: 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Wise.  G.  H. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Brown,  ThoniA« 
Calts,  J.  H. 
Chapman,  Austia 
CooV,  Joseph 
Deakin,  A.- 
Edwards,  R. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Forrest.  Sir  John 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Fra*er,  c.  E, 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Fysh.  Sir  Philip 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  Ilans 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Johnson.  W.  £. 
Knox.  W. 

Kinsston.  C.  C 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Webster,  W. 
Hall,  D.  R. 

Questira  so 


NOKS. 

Liddell,  F. 
Livingston,  }. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Mahon,  H. 
Mauger,  S. 
McWilliami,  W.  T. 

P*8e.  J. 

Palmer,  A.  C. 
I'oynton,  A. 
Quick,  Sir  Joha 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
SampM>o,  S. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  Dueald 
Thomson,  John 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson,  J  G. 
Wynne,  A. 

T  filers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Wilks,  W.  H. 

pAns. 

Kelly,  W.  H. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Fairbaira,  G. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Foxt«n.  Colosel 


Tariff 


[17  NOVEUBER,  1907.] 


{Item  163). 


6703 


Questk»— That  the  figures  **  15/'  pro- 
posed to  be  inserted,  be  so  inserted — put. 
The  Committee  divided. 

Aye»     ...  ...  37 

Noes     ...         ...         ».  34 


Majcvity 


AVES. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
RrowD,  Tilley 
Browa,  Timing 
Cook,  Joaepb 
Kdwords,  R. 
Forrest.  Sir  John 
Fowicr,  J.  H. 
Ytwi,  C.  E. 
Fjsh,  Sir  Philip 
Glynn,  P.  UcM. 
Hedees,  W.  N. 
Irnae,  Hans 
Irrme,  W.  H. 


Bftnlord,  F.  W. 

Bachelor.  £.  L. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Chuler,  J.  M. 
CbapouD,  A. 
Cooo,  J- 
Dttkin,  A. 
Ewing  T.  T. 
Fisher.  A. 
Fottcr,  F.  ). 
Croon,  L.  E. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Harper,  R. 
HntchiBoa,  1. 
Kacn,  W. 

Lyne,  Sir  William 
tfaboB.  H. 


Liddell,  F. 
LiTiogiton,  J. 
McWaitamt,  W.  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Spence,  W.  C 
Thomson,  Dagald 
Willis.  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Wynne,  A. 

Teller*  : 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Jobnwo.  W.  E. 


Nobs. 


Maloney.  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 
Mouger,  S. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
O'Malley,  KinR 
Page.  J. 

Quick,  Sir  John  ' 
Sampson,  S. 
Storrcr.  D. 
Thomson,  JfOok 
Tudor.  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Wise,  U.  H. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Wilki,  W.  H. 


Paiss. 


Kelif.  W.  H. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Faiibaim,  Q 
Smith.  Bn|» 
Thomas,  J. 


Kingston,  C.  C. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Webster,  W. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 


Questioa  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  (by  Sir  John  Quick)  pro- 


That  the  figures  "20"  be  inserted  in  the 
blank  created  by  leaving  out  of  the  proposed 
amendment  the  figures  "  25." 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (ffindmarsh)  {6,2$}. 
—Now  we  see  the  ridiculous  position  in 
which  we  are  placed.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bendigo,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Tariff  Commissioo^  recommended  a  duty 
of  25  per  cent,  as  that  which  ought  to  be 
imposed ;  and  we  have  agreed  on  that  duty 
in  the  general  Tariff.  I  must  say  that 
the  Treasurer  has  not  shown  his  usual 
astuteness;  because,  although    he  might 


not  have  the  supp(»t  necessary  to  carry  a 
duty  of  30  per  cent.,  there  were  still  suf- 
ficient to  enable  him  to  obtain  a  duty  of 
25  per  cept  all  round.  Having  agreed  K> 
allow  25  per  cent,  to  be  fixed  for  the 
general  Tariff,  the  Government  are  now 
practically  fonxd  to  accept  a  duty  of  20 
per  cent,  as  against  Great  Britain ;  and 
that  is  certainly  not  sufficient  protection. 
In  the  case  of  the  previous  item  there  was 
no  preferential  duty ;  but  now  it  is  pm- 
posed  to  give  a  preferaice  whidi  will  be 
uijurious  to  the  industry.  I  Invite  the  htm- 
orable  member  for  Bendigo  to  withdraw 
the  amendment,  because,  in  my  opinion, 
the  preferential  duties  are  destroying  the 
Tariff.  For  my  part,  I  shall  vote  against 
the  amendment  I  am  sorry  to  think  that 
honorable  members,  who  went  before  the 
country  as  protectionists,  should  be  found 
supporting  the  amendment  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bendigo.  We  find  honor- 
able members  like  the  hoirarable  member 
for  Echuca  voting  for  a  duty  of  15  per 
cent. ;  and  yet,  before  his  ocmstituents,  he 
called  himself  a  protectionist.  How  can 
honorable  members  justify  such  votes  ? 
Why  do  such  hwiorable  members  not  come 
out  in  their  true  colours  and  call  them- 
selves free-traders?  I  Iikt.ionorable  m«n- 
bers  to  act  consistently  with  the  opinicms 
■they  expressed  when  before  the  electors. 

Mr.  Palmer. — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  The  honorable  member  for  Hlnd- 
roarsh  has  referred  pointedly  to  me,  and 
sdd  that  I  ex[»essed  certain  opinicms  to 
my  constituents,  and  that  I  have  voted  in 
another  direction  in  this  House.  Is  the 
honorable  member  in  order  in  so  referring 
to  me? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  heard  the  hon- 
(Mrable  member  stand  up  in  his  place  and 
say  that  he  was  pled^d  to  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Tariff  Commission. 

SitHng  suspended  from  6,30  to  7.45  p.m. 
Amendment  of  the  amendment  agreed  to. 
Amendment   (Sir  Williau  Lyne's),  as 

amended,  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
•Postponed  item  164.  (a|  Entrines  (includinji' 
traction  and  portable),  n.e.i.  ;  turbines;  winches, 
n.e.i. ;  boilers,  n.e.i.;  pumps;  windmills.  (bi 
Elevjiting  and  conveying  machinery;  pile-driving 
plant;  economizers;  cranes;  beer  engines;  cloth- 
folding  and  measuring  machines;  wool  and  other 
presses;  lifts;  water  and  gas  meters.  (c)  Ma- 
chines and  machinery,  n.e.i.,  ad  vnl.  (General 
Tariff),  30  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom).  2^  per 
cent. 


•Subject  to  rebate  untler  tB 
fied  in  the  schedule  hereto. 


speci- 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [7.46].— I  move — 

That  the  words  "  and  nn  and  after  28th  No- 
vember, 1907,  Item  164  (*)  Pulley  blocks aad  travel- 
ling blocks;  pneumatic  elevators  and  conveyors; 
steam  turbo-blowers;  telphers;  apparatus  for  the 
liquefaction  of  gases,  M  val.  (General  Tariff),  5 
per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  free.  (8)  Ma- 
chines and  machinery,  n.e.i.,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff),  30  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  25  per 
cent.,"  be  added. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Can  the  Treasurer 
give  us  any  information  regarding  the  ad- 
dition which  he  proposes  of  apparatus  for 
the  liquefacti<m  of  gases? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  understand 
that  this  apparatus  is  not  being  made  in 
the  Commonwealth.  Some  honcffable 
members  may  not  be  aware  of  the  fact 
that  pulley  blocks  and  travelling  blocks 
will  include  the  tackle  ccmnect^  there- 
with. The  point  was  raised  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Indi  as  to  whether 
the  foot-note — 

Subject  to  rebate  under  the  ctMiditions  specified 
in  the  schedule  hereto, 

will  be  retained.  I  may  inform  him  that 
it  will  have  no  applicaticm  unless  an 
asterisk  is  retained. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[7-47]- — J  should  like  the  Treasurer  to 
explain  what  this  apparatus  for  the  lique- 
facticHi  of  gases  really  is?  It  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  we  should  know 
what  we  are  voting  for. 

■Mr.  EDWARDS  (Oxley)  [7.48]  — I  de- 
sire to  know  under  what  iton  of  the  Tariff 
air  oxnpressors  are  included.  Do  they 
come  under  paragraph  a  of  this  item? 

Sir  WiLUAU  Lyme.— No,  under  para- 
graph B. 

Mr.  ARCHEK  (Capricomia)  [7.49]  — 
I  would  point  out  that  steam  turbines  are 
dutiable  at  5  per  cent,  under  the  gwieral 
Tariff,  and  are  free  under  the  Tariff  for 
the  United  Kingdom.  Now,  the  only  engines 
which  enter  into  competition  with  steam  tur- 
tnnes,  and  which,  in  many  instances,  do  the 
same  wcn-k,  are  high-speed  engines.  At  the 
present  time  these  bear  a  dut>-  of  20  per  cent. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE.  —  High-speed  en- 
gines are  included  in  item  163,  which  has 
already  been  passed. 

Mr. '  ARCHER.— I  wish  to  make  high- 
speed engines  having  a  piston  speed  of  500 
feet  or  more  per  minute,  dutiable  at  5  per 
cent,  under  the  general  Tariff,  and  to  ad- 
mit them  free  under  the  Tariff  for  the 
"'"ited  Kingdom. 

CHAIRMAN.— I  would  point  out 
the  item  wtudi  the  bnuMrable  monber 


is  desirous  of  amending  has  already  been 
passed. 

Mr.  ARCHER. — Seeing  that  steam  tur- 
bines are  the  motive  power  for  the  turbo- 
blowers, why  cannot  we  include  in  this 
item  high-speed  engines  whic^  do  the  same 
work?    I  therefore  move — 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  insertine 
after  the  word  "blowers,"  paragrafOi  a,  tlte 
wordi  "aad  btgh-ipeed  engine*  having  a  pistaMt 
speed  of  500  feet  per  minute  or  over." 

Sir  William  Lvne. — That  matter  has 
already  been  dealt  with  in  item  162. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— How  about  turbo- 
blowers? Unless  my  proposal  is  ruled 
out  of  order,  I  intend  to  persist  in  it. 
Steam  turbines  and  high-speed  engines 
practically  do  the  same  work  in  certain 
places.  I  understand  that  the  D^iartnient 
urges  some  objection  to  the  adc^m  of  the 
course  which  I  propose,  because  it  all^^es 
that  it  is  difficult  to  differentiate  between 
slow-speed  and  high-speed  engines.  But 
I  woiUd  point  out  that  in  (xily  a  few  in- 
stances would  it  be  possible  to  introduce 
a  slow-speed  ragine  under  the  descriptioa 
of  a  highrspeed  engine.  In  other  words, 
there  would  have  to  be  a  misdescription 
of  the  goods.  The  argument  advariced  by 
the  Department  is  not  a  good  one,  inasmuch 
as  it  might  be  urged  with  equal  force  in  re- 
gard to  every  item  of  the  Tariff.  Because,  in 
a  few  instances,  it  may  be  possible,  under  a 
wrong  descri[>tion.  to  introduce  slow-speed 
engines  as  high-speed  engines,  I  do  not 
see  why  the  latter  should  be  refused  ad- 
mittance at  5  per  cent  under  t\m  general 
Tariff,  or  why  they  should  ix>t  be  in- 
cluded in  the  free  list  under  the  Tariff  for 
the  United  Kingdom. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.0].— I  wish  to  point  out  that 
high-speed  engines  are  included  in  item 
162,  which  has  already  been  agreed  to. 
A  steam  turbo-blower  may  be  constructed 
on  exactly  the  same  principle  as  a  steam 
power,  but  it  is  not  considered  a  motive 
power  at  all.  All  these  items,  and  the 
one  to  which  the  honorable  member  has  re- 
ferred, are  included  in  item  162.  The 
only  way  in  which  that  can  be  altered  is 
by  recommitting  the  item,  and  taking  out 
the  article,  because  I  do  not  intend  to 
mix  up  moHve  power  with  secondary  ma- 
chinery. Item  162,  I  repeat,  deals  with 
motive  power.    I  hope  that  Uie  honorable 
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it  can  be  moved*  but  I  think  that  we  i^ali 
have  to  recommit  item  162  before  anything 
can  be  d(Hie  in  that  regard. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— It  is  a  most  difficult 
thing  for  me  to  decide  in  this  technical 
matter.  But  if  I  am  assured  by  the 
Treasurer  that  high-speed  CTgines  are  in- 
cluded in  item  162,  the  honorable  member 
for  Capricomia  will  be  out  of  order  ui 
moving  the  proposed  amendment ;  other- 
wise, I  would  have  accepted  it. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvwb. — On  a  point  of 
order,  sir,  I  understand  that  we  have 
passed  motive-power  machinery  n.e.i.  at 
25  per  cent.,  or  whatever  the  duty  is,  but 
diat  we  may  elsewhere  include  any  par- 
ticular part  of  that  madiinery  in  any  item. 
The  Tariff  has  been  dealt  with  throughout 
on  the  understanding  that  the  tarn 
"n.ei."  means  "not  elsewhere  in  the  Tariff 
included,"  and  does  not  mean  "not 
elsewhere  in  this  item  included."  If  you, 
dr,  look  through  the  other  item?  in  the 
same  way,  you  have  to  look  through  a 
number  of  different  divisions  to  see  what 
the  term  "  n.e.i."  means.  I  wish  to  have 
a  ruling,  because  it  will  govern,  not  merely 
the  amendment  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  CapriccHnDia  wishes  to  more,  but 
many  others. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^Then  we  could  in- 
clude helmets  in  this  item? 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — We  might  include 
any  article  in  this  item.  I  submit  that  we 
have  to  exhaust  the  Tariff  in  order  to  as- 
certain whether  any  article  is  not  else- 
where included.  If  that  be  right,  the 
hofXiraUe  member,  of  course,  will  be  in 
order  in  proposing  the  insertion  of  any 
relevant  article. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — But  this  is  not  rele- 
vant. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — It  is  relevant,  be- 
cause it  is  machinery. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^That  does  not  make  it 
relevant. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— The  honorable 
member  will  not  suggest  for  a  m<»nent,  I 
suppose,  that  a  high-speed  engine  is  not 
machinery? 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Certainly  not. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — It  is  a  motive 
power. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — I  understand  that, 
bat  it  ontainly  would  be  included  in  the 
general  term  "machinery"  if  it  did  not 
happen  to  have  been  already  dealt  with  as 
motive-power  machinery.  I  ccxitend  that 
the  proposed  amendment  is  relevant  to  the 
item  with  which  we  are  dealing.  Suppose 


that  motive-power  machinery  had  not  been 
dealt  with,  then  the  propc^ed  amendment 
of  the  honorable  member  ought  to  be  quite 
in  order,  because  he  says,  "  We  are  deal- 
ing with  machinery  generally,  and  I  want 
to  include  imder  the  head  of  machinery 
admitted  at  5  per  cent.,  one  kind,  namely, 
a  high-speed  en^e."  As  against  that, 
it  is  said,  "  Oh,  but  that  particular  kind 
of  machinery  comes  under  motive-power 
machinery,  with  which  we  have  already 
dealt."  I  submit  that  we  have  dealt  with 
only  motive-power  fnachinery  n.e.i.,  and  in 
order  to  find  out  whether  that  fact  pre- 
vents us  from  dealing  with  the  insertion  of 
high-speed  engines  here  we  have  to  ascer- 
tain what  the  term  "  n.e,i."  means.  I  hold 
that  it  means  motive-power  machinery  not 
elsewhere  included  in  the  Tariff.  If  that 
is  the  meaning  of  the  term,  it  is  left  opea 
to  the  honorable  member  to  include  the  ar- 
ticle anywhere  else  in  the  Tariff. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  point  out  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Flinders  that  the 
{^rase  "n.e.i."  as  used  in  item  162  refers 
to  that  particular  item,  and  to  any  similar 
article  not  specifically  menti<»)ed  in  the 
item.  If  it  applied  throughout  the  Tariff, 
then  under  groceries,  textiles,  or  any  other 
head,  honorable  members  could  drag  in 
certain  items  already  dealt  with,  and  deal 
with  them  again,  and  there  wbuld  be  no 
finality  to  our  dealing  with  the  Tariff.  As 
it  stands  now,  item  162  refers  to  specific 
articles,  and  the  term  n.e.i.  in  the  item  in- 
cludes similar  articles  not  elsewhere  in- 
cluded in  the  item. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — May  I  respectfully 
point  out  to  vou,  sir,  where  a  ruling  like 
that  will  land  you? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Does  the  honorable 
member  intend  to  dissent  from  my  ruling  ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — No. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Then  I  cannot  al- 
low any  discussicm  on  it 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  take  it,  sir,  that^ 
there  is  no  rule  to  prevent  me  from  point-* 
ing  out  to  you  a  resulting  anomaly. 

The  CHAIRMAN. — Six  or  seven  honor- 
able members  rose  in  their  places  when  the 
honorable  member  did,  and  if  I  were  to 
allow  him  to  question  my  ruling,  every 
other  member  of  the  Committee,  if  he  so 
desired,  must  be  allowed  to  do  so.  If  the 
Ixmorable  member  considers  that  mv  ruling 
is  wnmg,  the  better  way  will  be  for  him 
to  move  that  it  be  dissented  from. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Are  we  to  under- 
stand, sir,  that  in  futurQ)^|3ar|(^g<Mng 
to  classify  these  items?  c> 
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Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne. — No. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  the  effect  of 
the  ruling. 

Honorable  Mehbeks. — No. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Apparently,  sir, 
you  intend  to  take  upon  .yourself  the  re- 
spcHisibility  ot  saying  under  what  classifi- 
cation a  proposed  item  shall  be  put  I 
submit  that  it  is  not  a  matter  of  order,  but 
a  matter  of  Customs  classiBcatimi. 

Sir  WiLLUH  Lyne. — I  have  stated  what 
Item  the  article  mentioned  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Capricornii  comes  under. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  Committee.  1 
submit,  is  the  final  arbiter  of  that.  If  it 
comes  under  motive  power  machinery, 
n.e.i.,  then  the  question  of  where  it  is  to 
be  put  arises.  The  classification  of  the 
Tariff  must  be  left  to  the  Committee  en- 
tirely. You  will  take  upon  your  shoulders 
a  very  complex  burden,  sir,  if  you  under- 
take to  classify  the  items. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  am  not  desirous 
of  taking  upon  my  shoulders  more  than  I 
have  already  done.  I  point  out  to  the  hon- 
orable member  that  if  his  contention  is  cl^t- 
rect,  then  everv  item  with  which  we  have 
dealt  in  the  way  of  machinery  could 
be  repeated  so  that  there  'would  be 
DO  finality  in  our  dealing  with  the 
Tariff.  I  am  not  here  to  decide 
what  a  turbo  blower  or  high  speed  engine 
is.  I  can  only  be  guided  by  the  Minister 
and  honorable  members..  The  Treasurer  has 
stated  that  a  high-speed  engine  is  a  motive 
power.  Mv  interpretation  is  that  it  comes 
under  paragraph  b— n.e.i.— of  item  162, 
and  that  its  insertion  in  164  cannot  be 
moved. 

Mr.  Glvnn. — May  I  refer  to  the  fact, 
sir,  that  a  clearer  definition  of  the 
term  "n.e.i.."  if  wanted,  ought  to 
be.  put  in  the  Customs  Act?  It  de- 
fines the  term  as  meaning  "not  else- 
where included."  If  there  is  only  one 
"n.e.i."  item  attached  to  machinery,  it 
is  clear  that  all  machinerv  not  specified 
falls  under  it.  But  if  there  is  another 
*'n.e.i."  item  connected  with  steam  mach- 
inery there  mav  be  some  confusion. 

Mr.  Batchelor.  —  There  is  motive 
■  power  n.e.i. 

Mr.  Glynn. — Although  there  may  be 
two  "  n.e.i."  items  there  may  or  may 
not  be  confusi(Mi.  It  will  depend  uptxi 
whether  the  two  are  exclusive  of  one 
another. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Then  there  is  the 
question  of  whether  a  high-speed  oigine  is 
motive  power  or  not. 


Mr,  Glynn. — The  terminology  cuinot 
be  alter^  now,  but  it  may  be  cleared  up 
afterwards  in  the  Custcmu  Act. 

Mr.  Knox. — ^The  IxHionible  meoiber  for 
Capricomia  may  not  be  precisely  in  order 
in  urging  that  high-speed  engines  should 
receive  consideration  

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order !  I  have 
already  ruled  that  the  amendment  is  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [8.13]. — I  have  not  risen,  sir,  to 
question  your  ruling,  nor  to  deal  with  the 
matter  with  which  the  honorable  member 
for  Capricomia  attempted  to  deal,  though  I 
sjgree  with  him  that  there  is  great  incon- 
sistency. The  Treasurer  has  indicated  his 
opinion  that  the  term  "n.e.i."  applies  to 
items  not  elsewhere  included  in  the 
item  which  we  are  considering. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — And  motive  power 
is  not  included  anywhere  else. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Custoins  is  of  the 
same  opinitm  he  will  have  to  alter  the  ad- 
ministration of  his  Department  

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not  think  so. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THO.M SON. —Because 
it  has  always  recognised  the  term  "  n.e.L" 
not  as  applying  to  onlv  the  item  in  whidi 
it  appears,  but  as  applying  to  the  whole 
Tariff. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  Ma- 
chinery would  come  under  the  "  n.e.L" 
paragraph  of  item  164,  although  it  did 
not  consist  of  pullev  blocks,  pneumatic 
elevators  and  conveyors,  steam  turbo- 
blowers or  telphers.  Other  machine 
of  any  kind  not  elsewhere  men- 
tioned in  any  part  of  the  Tariff 
would  be  dutiable  at  the  rates  set  out 
in  paragraph  b.  Any  other  int^retation 
would  entirety  change  our  Customs  ad- 
ministration. The  Treasurer,  however,  has 
given  it  as  his  opinion  that  only  machinery 
not  elsewhere  included  in  this  particular 
item  will  come  under  the  rates  6xed '  in 
paragraph  b. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — That  will  change 
the  whole  administration'  of  the  Depart- 
ment. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  classification 
of  this  Tariff  is  quite  different  from  that 
of  the  last  Tariff. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If  the 
Tariff  is  to  be  interpreted  differently,  we 
should  know  it,  because  the  change  will 
seriously  affect  its  incidence,  and  our  votes. 
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Mr.  TiLLSY  Brown. — And  will  cause 
coofusioa. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  will  prevent 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Does  the 
Minister  say  that  the  letters  **  n.e.i."  ap- 
{^y  only  to  the  enumeration  in  paragraph 
A  of  this  item,  and  not  to  the  whole 
Tariff? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.19]. — This  Tariff  is  arranged  dif- 
ferently from  the  old  Tariff.  All  motive 
power  machinery  is  dutiable  under  item 
162,  and  the  letters  "n.e.i."  in  paragraph 
B  of  that  item  refer  only  to  motive  powei 
machinery  not  specified  in  paragraph  a. 
Motive  power  inachinery  is  not  &alt  witli 
in  any  other  item  in  the  Tariff. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  was  speak- 
ing about  item  164. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Item  164  is  in 
the  same  position.  Machinery  not  enumer- 
ated in  paragraph  a  will  be  charged  the 
rates  applying  in  paragraph  b  to  "  n.e.i." 
The  Tanff  has  been  re-arranged  de- 
liberately,  so  that  the  letters  "  n.e.i."  shall 
apply  only*  to  machinery  of  the  kinds 
grouped  in  each  particular  item.  There 
was  not  the  same  grouping  in  the  old 
Tariff>  and  unspedfied  goods  had  to  be 
brought  under  whatever  item  the  Depart- 
ment thought  they  properly  belcHiged  tu. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — But  there  may  .be 
some  mistakes  in  the  grouping. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  Machinery 
grouped  in  other  items  is  not  affected  by 
the  duties  imposed  by  this  item.  The 
machines  in  regard  to  which  the  honorable 
member  wishes  to  move  an  amendment  come 
under  item  162,  and  could  not  be  brought 
under  any  oth^. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  have  decided  that 
point. 

Mr.  HARPER  (Memda)  [8.23].— The 
ctmfusion  which  has  arisen  is  due  to  im- 
perfect classification.  The  Minister  has 
told  us  that  all  motive  power  machinery  is 
dealt  with  in  item  162. 

The  CHAIRMAN.- 1  have  already  set- 
tled that  pmnt,  and  cannot  allow  it  to  be 
discussed. 

Mr.  HARPER.— T  do  not  wish  to  dis- 
cuss it.  What  I  wish  to  know  fnxn  the 
Minister  is  whether  alt  the  madiinery 
dutiable  as  "n.e.i."  under  paragraph  b 
of  item  164  must  be  exclusive  of  but  cog- 
nate  to  the  machinery  specified  in  para- 
graph A,  namely  pulley  blocks  and  travel- 
ling blocks,  pneumatic  elevators  and  oon- 
Te>-ors,  steam  turbo  blowers  and  telphers. 


I  understand  that  a  great  deal  of  ma- 
chinery will  be  dutiabfe  as  "  n.e.i."  under 
paragraph  a  of  item  x64j  which  cannot  by 
any  stretch  of  the  imagination  be  regarded, 
as  relating  to  pulley  blocks^  or  the  other 
machinery  which  is  specified  in  paragraph 

A. 

Mr.  WATKINS  (Newcastle)  [8.25].— 
Under  paragraph  a  of  item  164  certain 
specified  machinery  will  be  dutiable  at  5 
per  cent.,  while  under  paragraph  b  ma- 
chines and  machinery  "  n.e.i."  will  be 
dutiable  at  30  per  cent,  and  25  per  cent. 
Does  the  item  include  all  the  electrical 
machinery  which  is  im/t  elsewhere  in- 
cluded? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Electrical  ma- 
chinery is  not  dealt  with  here. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — It  is  dealt  with  in 
item  178. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— Are  water  and  gis- 
meters  dutiable  in  this  item  as  n.e.i.  at  30 
per  cent,  and  25  per  cent?  If  so,  heavy 
duties  are  being  imposed  on  machines 
\yhich  are  largely  used  by  the  munidp&li- 
ties,  and  cannot  be  made  ih  Australia.. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.— Gas  and  water 
meters  and  similar  machines  are  dutiable 
und^  item  171.  Item  164  does  not  deal 
with  electric  machineiy. 

Mr.  WTLKS  (Dalley)  [8.28].— I  regard 
the  new  grouping  proposed  by  the  Minister 
as  admirable.  The  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta  has  asked  why  the  engineering 
establishments  of  Victoria  and  New  South 
Wales  do  not  make  the  pulley-blocks  and 
travelling  blocks  specified  in  paragraph  a 
of  item  164.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  these 
are  wood-split  pulleys,  and  are  not  made 
in  engineering  establishments.  But  as  they 
are  largely  used  in  such  establishments^ 
they  should  be  duti^le  at  as  low  a  rate  as 
possible. 

Mr.  Tudor. — There  are  iron  chain  pul- 
leys. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^This  item  deals  only 
with  metal  pulleys. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  pulleys  I  speak  of 
are  not  elsewhere  provided  for  in  the  sche- 
dule, and  therefore  must  come  under  this 
item.  They  are  made  chiefly  in  Canada 
and  the  United  States  of  America. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Wooden  blocks  could 
not  cc»ne  within  this  item,  because  we  are 
dealing  now  with  a  divisi(Mi  of  the  Tariff 
relating  only  to  manufactures  of  metal. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  have  already  pointed 
out  that,  in  mv  opinion,  there  should  be  no 
differentiation  between  steam  turbines  and 
high-speed  engines.     Both  are  made 
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highly  spedalized  British  engineering  es- 
tablishments, Great  Britain  making  better 
machines  of  this  kind  than  are  made  else- 
where in  the  world.  But  both  kinds  of 
machine  should  be  treated  alike.  If  one 
is  dutiable  at  5  per  cent.,  the  other 
should  be  so  too,  while,  if  one  is  made 
dutiable  at  20  per  cent.,  the  other  should 
be  dutiable  at  that  rate.  It  seems  a 
gross  anomaly  to  put  a  steam  turbine  at 
5  per  cent.,  and  a  high-speed  engine  at 
20  per  cent.  Both  should  pay  either  20 
per  cent,  or  5  per  cent.  The  honorable 
member  for  Capricomia  has  referred  to  the 
turbo-btower.  It  seems  an  ancxnaly  that 
the  turbine  which  supplies  the  motive  power 
should  be  separated  in  this  Tariff  from  the 
turbo-blower,  which  is  screwed  on  to  the 
blower,  an(J  finishes  the  work.  The  honor- 
able member  was  quite  right  in  his  destre 
to  have  high-speed  engines  placed  on  the 
same  basis  as  turbo-blowers.  Certainly  it 
is  ancKnalous  that  a  turbine  should  pay  5 
per  cent,  whilst  in  another  part  of  tiK 
Tariff  it  is  provided  that  an  engine  doing 
similar  work  ^wuld  pay  20  per  cent. 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne. — The  reascm  is  that 
the  turbo-blower  is  not  a  motive  power.  , 

Mr.  WILKS.— Exactly.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Capricornia  has  lost  his 
opportunity  of  moving  an  amendment. 
The  matter  should  have  been  dealt  with 
In  connexion  with  item  162.  But  surely 
the  Treasurer  is  not  going  to  allow  this 
Tariff  to  be  passed  with  these  anomalies 
upon  its  face.  I  ask  him  to  put  both  on 
either  the  20  per  cent,  list  or  the  5  per  cent, 
list.  Personally,  I  should  prefer  that  both 
paid  20  per  cent.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  Treasurer  has  provided  for  every  ex- 
emption that  it  is  desirable  to  provide  for. 
There  are  other  industries  affected  by  this 
Tariff  whose  tools  of  trade  are  not  ex- 
empted at  all.  I  resisted  efforts  to  get  the 
toots  and  machinery  of  the  hat-making  in- 
dustry placed  an  the  exempt  list ;  and  why 
should  I  vote  for  a  high  duty  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  engineering  trade,  and  not  for  a" 
duty  for  the  benefit  of  the  tool  maker? 
The  engineering  people  have  no  greater 
right  to  have  their  tools  exempt  than  have 
those  engaged  in  other  industries.  As  to 
pulley  blocks  and  travelling  blocks,  I  was 
under  the  impression  that  those  terms 
covered  wood  split  pulleys.  But  is  that 
so? 

Mt.  Hume  Cook. — I  am  informed  by 
departmental  officers  that  thev  are  included. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Under  the  old  Tariff 
wood  split  pulleys  paid  124  per  cent.  It 


can  be  reasonably  urged  that  they  cannot 
be  produced  here,  because  they  are  manu> 
f actured  from  a  special  kind  of  wood  grows 
in  Canada  and  the  United  States.  There 
is  no  room  for  granting  preference  to  Great 
Britain  in  this  (^ase,  because  the^  are  not 
made  in  Great  Britain.  To  make  them  free 
so  far  as  the  United  Kingdom  is  concerned 
is  a  very  empty  corKession  indeed.  I  hope 
that  the  Treasurer  will  give  no  undue  pre- 
ference to  the  engineering  trade.  If  those 
engaged  in  it  receive  Tariff  assistance,  they 
should  be  prepared  to  give  pmper  Tariff 
assistance  to  those  who  make  their  tools. 
I  should  be  the  last  to  ask  for  a  concession 
of  the  kind  if  I  were  ccHinected  with  the 
industry.  Personally,  I  think  that  iron 
puUev  blocks  and  travelling  blocks  ought 
to  be  made  in  the  country.  Why  should 
not  the  pulley  maker  have  as  much  assist- 
ance as  others? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney  [8.39]. — I  am  not  quite  sure  as  to 
what  is  to  happen  with  regard  to  the  ap- 
plication of  the  n.e.i.  provision.  I  wish  to 
know  whether  in  the  item  164—"  Machines 
and  machinery,  n.e.i." — the  n.e.i.  means 
not  elsewhere  in  the  Tariff,  or  not  else- 
where in  the  item? 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— That  is  the  whole 
point. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— There 
will  be  a  curious  contradiction  if  it  means 
not  elsewhere  included  in  the  item. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — That  is  a  catch 
question.  It  has  not  the  slightest  effect 
upon  the  item. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  will 
affect  our  votes. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  did  not  think 
that  anything  would  affect  the  honorable 
member's  vote. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— At  any 
rate,  it  affects  the  rate  at  which  an  article 
is  to  be  dutiable.  If  it  means  not  else- 
where included  in  item  164,  it  means  that 
all  machines,  except  those  mentioned  in 
paragraph  a  will  pay  30  or  25  per 
cent.  But  there  are  other  machines 
mentioned  in  other  parts  of  the  Tariff 
which  are  dutiable  at  different  rates.  For 
instance,  in  item  166,  "machinery  and  ma- 
chines and  machine  tools,"  there  are  a 
number  of  machines  which  are  dutiable  at 
25  and  20  per  cent  If  **  n.e.i."  applies 
to  the  whole  Tariff,  it  is  all  right,  but  if 
it  applies  only  to  it&m  164  its  effect  will 
be  absolutely  contradictory.  I  fiave  no 
wish  to  confuse  the  Treasurer,  but  I 
should  like  to  have  an  explanation. 
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Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne. — The  hooonUe 
member  is  not  txxif  using  me ;  but  I  do  n(M 
seem  to  be  able  to  make  htm  understand 
when  I  explain. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If  the 
Minister  says  that  "  n.e.i."  does  not  apply 
to  the  whole  Tariff,  a  serious  position 
arises.  All  I  wt^  to  know  is  whether  it 
applies  to  the  whole  Tariff  or  umply  to 
item  164. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Tiea- 
surer)  [8.42]. — The  tenn  "  n.e.i."  b  item 
164  applies  to  any  machines  that  are  of 
the  same  nature  and  character  as  those  in- 
cluded in  that  item.  It  does  not,  so  to 
speak,  rove  over  the  whole  Tariff.  There 
are  machines  of  a  different  character 
which  are  dealt  with  in  other  items. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Suppose  there  are 
madiines  of  the  same  nature  included  in 
other  parts  of  the  Tariff? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  there  are 
machines  of  the  same  nature  not  otherwise 
included  in  the  machinery  part  of  the 
Tariff,  then  the  n.e.i.  provision  in  this  item 
would  apply  to  them,  unless  by  so  doing 
it  would  clash  with  any  other  item.  "  Ma- 
chines and  machinery,  n.e.i."  in  this  item 
applies  to  machinery  belonging  to  the  same 
categc^  as  the  ota^  machines  mentioned 
in  item  164. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — ^What  I  want 
to  know  clearly  is  whether  "  n.e.i."  applies 
to  the  whole  Tariff? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.-What  I  said 
bef(Me  was  that  there  is  no  other  part  of 
the  Tariff  where  machinery  of  this  kind 
is  included.  Therefore,  *'  n.eL"  could  not 
he  interpreted  as  applying  to  any  other 
item. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.  —  There  are 
other  ouchines  like  those  mentimed  in  item 
164. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— "  N.e.i."  in 
this  case  only  applies  to  a  group  of  ma- 
chines that  can  be  classed  under  item  164. 

Mr,  Joseph  Cook. — ^What  the  Minister 
says  would  be  all  right  if  the  grouping 
were  perfect  and  ccmplete. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  think  that 
the  hmorable  member  is  satisfied  that  the 
item  as  a  whole  is  all  right.  "  N.e.i." 
api^ies  to  machinery  which  is  not  men- 
tioned elsewhere,  but  which  belongs  to  the 
group  of  machines  mentioned  in  item  164. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[8.45]. — ^The  n.e.i.  paragraph,  following, 
as  it  does,  after  paragraph  a  in  this  item, 
seems  to  me  to  be  very  necessary.  The  term 


n.e.i.  will  apply  to  machines  cff  machinery 
that  are  not  motive  power  or  electrical. 
Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.— And  which  betong 

to  the  same  group. 

Mr.  HENRY^  WILLIS.— I  fail  to  see 
how  ,  the  Department  could  determine  what 
rate  of  duty  should  be  paid  without  this 
classification.  The  machines  and  ma- 
chinery included  in  other  groups  are  speci- 
fied, but  that  is  not  the  case  so  far  as 
paragraph  b  of  this  item  is  concerned. 
As  U3  paragraph  a,  I  would  remind  the 
Committee  that  there  are  two  kinds  of 
pulley  blocks,  the  one  made  of  wood,  and 
the  other  of  metal,  but  the  iron  pulley  is 
more  generally  used,  and  is  found  to  be 
more  serviceable  than  is  the  wooden  article. 
I  am  pleased  that  pulley  blocks  are  to  be 
placed  in  the  group  dutiable  at  5  per 
cent.,  because  in  all  probability  a  larger 
revenue  will  be  obtained  in  this  way  than 
would  be  secured  if  a  higher  duty  were 
imposed  upon  them.  The  Govonmient 
propose  that  machines  and  machinery 
n.e.i.  otxning  under  this  item  shall  be 
dutiable  at  30  per  cent.  I  would  point 
out,  however,  that  at  the  most  the  duty 
should  not  be  more  than  20  per  cent.,  since 
that  is  the  duty  imposed  under  item  162. 
As  both  items  relate  to  the  same  class  of 
machinery  the  duty  in  each  case  should 
be  the  same. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [8.48].— 
I  should  be  glad  if  the  Treasurer  would 
explain  whv  it  is  prc^x)sed  to  place  pulley 
blocks  and  travelling  blocks  from  Great 
Britain  on  the  free  list?  Under  the  old 
Tariff  metal  pulley  blocks  with  shafts 
were  dutiable  at  20  per  cent,  and  subse- 
quently, under  Customs  administration,  at 
i2i  per  cent.,  whilst  pulley  blocks 
of  wood  were  also  dutiable  at  the 
same  rate.  I  never  heard  it  sug- 
gested to  the  Tariff  Ccmmission  that 
metal  or  wooden  pulley  blocks  should  be 
placed  on  the  free  list.  Any  ordinary 
blacksmith  can  make  metal  pulleys. 
Surely  the  advocates  of  the  Western  Aus- 
tralian mines  are  not  reduced  to  the  sorry 
plight  of  having  to  ask  that  pulley  bloclw 
shall  be  placed  on  the  free  list  I  feel 
satisfied  that  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Kalgoorlie  does  not  wish  them  to  be  so 
treated. 

Mr.  Frazer. — I  think  that  the  question 
of  whether  or  not  they  shall  be  placed  on 
the  free  list  is  of  no  consequence. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I-^uld,Hke  to 
know  from  whoiiPi*lils^  brHHiAi^i^tion 
emanated  ? 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.50]. — A  few  weeks  ago  I  in- 
foimed  bOTorable  members  that  in  a»- 
sequence  of  various  statements  and  re- 
quests that  had  bera  made,  I  intended  to 
depute  to  two  experts — one  fr(MO  the  Uni- 
versity and  the  other  fr<Hn  the  Patent 
Office — the  task  of  sub-dividing  the  ma- 
chinery items  of  the  Tariff  as  first  sub- 
mitted. The  proposed  rearrangement  was 
recommended  by  those  gentlemen  after 
consultation  with  the  Department.  1  am 
informed  that  pulley  blocks  cannot  be 
omnmercially  made  here.  We  have  already 
placed  chains  ot  the  free  list,  and  I  am 
sure  that  the  hwiorable  member  for  Bendigo 
would  not  expect  me  to  inquire  personally 
into  all  the  details  of  every  item,  and  to 
be  able  to  say,  as  the  result  of  personal 
investigation,  whether  pulley  blocks  can  or 
cannot  be  made  here.  I  give  instructions 
to  the  officers  in  the  Department  to  do 
certain  things. 

Sir  John  Quick. — We  are  not  bound  by 
their  suggestions. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.^No;  but  as  a 
rule  1  accept  the  suggestions  of  my  <rf5cers, 
and  throw  the  responsibility  upon  them.  It 
I  can  say  of  my  own  knowledge  that  a 
pr<^>osal  is  wrong,  I  alter  it.  I  do  not 
know  of  any  establishment  where  pullev 
blocks  are  made.  When  last  in  Sydney-  I 
visited  a  ship  chandler's  store,  with  a  view 
to  making  a  purchase  for  my  son,  and  was 
there  informed  that  pulley  blocks  were  not 
made  in  Australia.  These  are  my  reasons 
for  including  pulley  blocks  in  this  item. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN  (Indi)  [8.5.?!.— 
There  is  a  footnote  to  this  division  setting 
forth  that  items  164  and  166,  ammgst 
others,  are  "subject  to  rebate  under  the 
ccmditions  specified  in  the  schedule  hereto,'' 
and  ory  turning  to  the  schedule,  we  find  that 
in  respect  of  certain  imported  machinery 
the  full  duty  paid  is  to  be  refunded.  It 
senns  to  me  that  there  will  be  great  con- 
fusion unless  some  further  amendment  be 
made.  The  term  n.e.i.  is  alwavs  confusing 
t")  merchants,  and  is  reallv  a  dratrnet  pro- 
vision. In  the  schedule  to  the  Tariff,  we 
find  that  the  full  duty  paid  under  items 
164  and  1S6  on — 

MadiiBery  uid  parts  thcmif  used  in  the 
mannfacture  of  fibrous  materials  and  f«U,  and 
felt  bats,  when  installed  for  use  in  a  woollen 
mill,  or  a  hat  factory,  for  the  manufacture  of 
such  materials,  felt,  and  hnts — 

be  reftmded.  Item  166  also  includes 
ines  used  in  the  tanning  of  hides  and 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  rebate 


proposals  of  the  Government  might  also  be 
extmded  to  them.  The  same  remark  will 
apply  to  machines  used  in  the  preparaticn 
of  leather.  Confusion  is  sure  to  arise  if 
the  item  be  passed  as  proposed. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.55]. — I  have  said  on  two  occasions 
that  the  footnote  to  which  the  honorable 
member  refers  will  apply  to  the  machines 
that  were  included  in  item  164.  There  is 
n^  intention  on  our  part  to  depart  froqi 
that  promise.  Most  of  the  machines  re- 
ferred to  in  item  164  are  in  the  division 
with  which  we  are  dealing  to-day ;  but 
there  is  no  intention  on  our  part  to  take 
awav  any  right,  whatever  it  may  be,  that 
would  accrue  to  importers  of  madiinery 
under  the  footnote  to  which  the  honorable 
member  has  mentioned. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN  (Indi)  [8.561.-- 
T  Ihink  that  the  proposal  to  grant  a  rebate 
in  respect  of  the  duty  paid  on  certain  ma- 
chinery is  most  improper.  The  hat-making 
industrv  in  some  cases  has  been  granted  the 
protection  of  a  duty  amounting  to  150  per 
cent.,  and  yet  it  is  proposed  to  allow  rebate 
in  respect  of  the  machinery  used  in  that  in- 
dustry, while,  at  the  same  time,  the  claims 
of  the  mining  community  are  ignorM.  1 
am  afraid  to  speak  of  the  "  primary  pro- 
ducer," for  I  notice  that  whenever  I  Jo 
refer  to  it  some  of  the  newspapers,  whether 
it  be  true  or  not,  report  that  my  statement 
is  received  with  laughter.  I  believe  that 
the  granting  of  a  rebate  in  respect  of  home 
consumption  is  a  most  improper  concessioD 
to  an  industry  already  heavily  protected. 
If  the  proposal  is  to  be  accepted,  its  scope 
should  be  extended. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer^  [8.58]. — I  have  had  brought  under 
my  notice  a  machine  known  as  "The  Holl- 
man  Patent  Hoist,"  for  working  imder- 
ground.  It  is  protected  by  patents,  and  I 
am  informed  that  it  is  not  made  here. 
'  Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Could  it  be  made 
here  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  think 
so;  although  other  hoists  which  might  take 
its  place  might  be  made  in  Australia. 

Mr.  Fisher. — What  is  it  for? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  photo- 
graph of  the  machine  that  I  have  before 
me  simfly  bean  upon  it  words  to  the  effect 
that  it  ij  for  ht  tsting. 

Mr.  Frazer.-  -It  is  for  pnlling  rockdrills 
and  mullock  oul  of  winzes  when  the  miners 
cannot  ?et  into  tiiem. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— There  does  not 
seem  to      »he  slightest  hope  of  its  b^ng 
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made  here  foi  some  years,  and  I  tber^bre 
|K<^wse,  by  leave  of  the  Ccminittee,  to  in* 
sen  in  paragraph  a  <rf  my  amendment  the 
words  **  HoUman  Patent  Hoist."  The  im- 
pltmoit  is  known  as  the  Hollnian  Patent 
Hoist,  and  is  used  for  raising  things  from 
a  great  depth. 

Mr.  DuGAia>  Thomson. — There  is  no 
objection  to  include  this  class  of  ma- 
chinery in  paragrai^  a,  but  I  do  not  think 
it  is  wise  to  specifically  include  a  par- 
ticular machine. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— I  am  very  loth 
lo  add  anything  to  the  free  list,  but  I  be- 
lieve it  is  not  possible  for  thi$  appliance 
to  be  made  here  for  many  years  to  come, 
and  I  understand  that  it  is  considered  of 
great  service  to  miners. 

Sir  John  Quick. — How  is  it  worked? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  worked 
bv  compressed  air.    I  move — 

That  Uie  amcDdment  be  amended  by  inserting 
after  the  ward  "gases"  the  words  "HoUman 
Patent  Hoists." 

Mr.  PALMER  (Echuca)  [9.0.-1  am 
by  no  means  averse  to  the  inclusion  of 
this  particular  machine  in   para|[raph  a, 
but  1  point  out  that  whilst  this  patent 
hoist  has  thf:  advantage  of  an  advocate  in 
the  CcMumittee,  there  might  be  a  number 
of  other  patent  api^iances  of  equal  merit 
and  importance  to  other  industries  which 
ought  also  to  be  (HI  the  free  list.    I  do  not 
think  it  is  a  ]MOper  course  to  adopt  to 
spedfy  a  few  particular  appliances,  and 
delude  all  other  machinery  of  a  similar 
character.     I  suggest  to  the  Minister,  in 
the  circumstances,  the  advisaUlity  of  fur- 
ther amending  the  amendment  bv  the  addi- 
tion of  words  which  would  provide  for  the 
inclusion  of  other  patent  machinery  of  a 
similar  cfiaracter. 

Mr.  HuuE  Cook. — There  is  power  to 
provide  for  that  under  item  168. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [9.4].— The 
answer  to  the  horKvaUe  membn'  for 
Ediuca,  who  does  not  know  of  anv  other 
machinery  that  could  be  included  in  para- 
Kraph  A,  is  that  the  officers  of  the  Cus- 
toms Department,  and  experts  engaged  by 
the  Minister,  have  been  specially  consider- 
ing the  machinery  which  cannot  be  made 
hwe.  in  order  that  it  might  be  included  in 
paragraph  a.  The  Customs  officers  have 
information  as  to  the  whole  of  the  ma- 
chinery of  this  class  that  is  imported. 

Mr.'  DuGALD  Thomson. — But  we  are 
not  malcing  a  Tariff  for  to-day.  There 
might  be  another  hcnst  on  the  market  to- 
morrow, which  might  be  better  than  the 
one  referred  ta 


Mr.  SPENCE.— That  is  quite  another 
question,  and  I  admit  that  if  we  could 
discover  some  general  tena  that  would  meet 
the  case,  it  would  be  better  than  to 
specifically  include,  under  a  certain  name, 
any  particular  article.  There  can  be  rjo 
doubt  that  in  the  interests  of  the  mininjj; 
industry,  this  class  of  hoist  should  be  in- 
cluded in  the  free  list.  The  most  rabid 
protectionist  cannot  gnmible  at  the  inclu- 
sicm  of  the  few  machines  referred  to  in 
paragraph  a,  when  they  know  that  every 
other  machine  under  this  item  must  be  ad- 
mitted under  the  n.e.i.  {Kovision.  One 
honorable  member  objected  to  the  inclusion 
of  puUey-hlocks,  but  they  must  be  re- 
garded as  the  tools  of  trade  of  an  immense 
number  of  persons  engaged  in  many  in- 
dustries. 

Mr.  HARPER  (Menida)  [9.6].— I  ask 
the  Minister  whether  he  does  not  think  it 
would  be  well  for  the  Committee  to  be  in- 
formed as  to  what  really  is  to  be  included 
under  paragraph  b,  "  Machines  and  ma- 
chinery n.e.i."     I  do  not  wish  to.  em- 
barrass the  Minister  in  any  way,  but  the 
Committee  should  know  what  it  is  doing. 
It  seems  to  me  that  we  are  making  the 
min<n>  go\'em  the  major,  sinoe  a  small  list 
of  minor  articles  are  put  in  the  forefront, 
and  ewr\'thing  else  undefined  is  included 
in  the  n.e.i.  paragraph.     I  am  informed 
that  there  will  be  included  in  this  item, 
under  the  provision  n.e.i.,  air-compressing 
machinery  for  hoisting  and  lifting,  hydrau- 
lic machinery,  pimiping  machinery,  and  so 
on.    If  we  are  to  be  precluded  from  mw- 
ing  the  transfer  of  any  article  from  one 
paragraph  of  the  item  to  the  other,  and 
are  not  infwmed  as  to  what  would  be  in- 
cluded in  paragraph  b,  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  would  be  well  for  the  Minister  to  sub- 
mit an  extended  list,  setting  out  the  machi- 
nery included  in  both  these  paragraphs. 
I  have  no  objection  to  the  inclusion  of  the 
Hollman  Patent  Hoist  in  paragraph  a,  but 
it  is  only  typical  of  many  appliances  neces- 
sary in  the  mining  industry  which  are  not 
manufactured  here.     In  my  opinion,  it  is 
not  fair  to  specifically  include  a  particular 
appliance,  and  leave  scores  of  others  to 
come  in  under  the  n.e.i.  provision.    I  sug- 
gest that  the  Oxnmittee  cannot  intelligently 
deal  with  paragraph  a  until  we  have  srioe 
informati<vi  as  to  the  articles  which  are  to 
be  included  in  both  the  paragraphs  of  this 
item. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [9.11].— I 
trust  that  the  Committee  vTiQ^HM Its  the 
amendment 
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Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Why  include  a 
special  article  by  name? 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  believe  there  would 
be  no  objection  to  withdraw  the  name.  I 

know  something  of  mining,  and  I  under- 
stand that  the  Hollman  Patent  Hoist  is  a 
particularly  suitable  hoist  for  winzes.  Tt 
would  kfFord  security  in  bringing  up  tools 
for  work,  which,  as  honorable  members 
know,  is  an  important  matter  to  those  who 
have  to  work  in  a  winze  or  shaft. 

Mr.  Wilson. — Would  it  not  be  better  to 
(Httit  the  name,  and  include  "  Patent 
hoiste  "  ? 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  shall  have  no  objec- 
tion to  that  I  think  the  limitation  should 
be  that  the  machinery  included  in  para- 
graph A  should  be  pat«it  machinery  used 
for.  mining.  On  the  broader  question,  I 
am  quite  clear  as  to  what  the  item  means. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  what  is  in- 
cluded in  paragraph  a  is  excluded  from 
paragraph  b. 

Mr:  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [9.14].— Last 
night  I  ventured  to  protest  against  the 
drag-net  effect  of  the  n.e  i.  provision.  I 
am  glad  that  the  importance  of  the  matter 
has  forced  itself  upoi  the  attention  of  the 
Committee.  I  hope  the  Minister  will  be 
successful  in  inducing  the  Committee  to 
include  the  small  hoist  referred  to.  The 
hcMiorable  gentleman  will  see  that  the  effort 
he  has  made  to  systematize  this  item  of 
mining  machinery  is  likely  to  lead  to  ccm- 
fusion,  unless  tl^e  ts  some  definite  under- 
standing as  to  the  machinery  oyvered 
by  the  words  "  n.e.i."  in  paragraph  b. 
I  understand  that  I  am  entitled  to  speak 
with  regard  to  paragraph  b,  as  the  whole 
proposed  new  item  is  before  the  Com- 
mittee. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Paragraph  a  is 
before  the  CoAunittee  at  present. 

Mr.  KNOX. — I  had  intended  to  sug- 
gest the  addition  of  some  other  articles, 
but  I  understand  that  I  am  not  at  liberty 
to  do  so  at  present,  because  I  take  it 
fcHT  granted  that  they  ccHne  under  para- 
graph B.  I  and  others  sitting  near  me 
are  floundering  through  want  of  knowledge 
as  to  what  is  included  in  paragraph  s. 
I  have  (Hily  risen  to  protest  against  the 
attempt  to  use  that  drag-net,  instead  of 
allowing  the  Committee  to  have  specific 
knowledge  of  what  thev  are  voting  upon. 

Mr,  STORRER  (Bass)  [9.17].— I  wish 
to  protest  against  this  waste  of  time.  We 


have  been  discussing  for  an  hour  and  a 
half  the  question  of  putting  an  article  on 
the  free  list  There  may  be  some  dif- 
ference of  opinion  regarding  paragraph 
but  I  hope  that  we  shall  come  to  a  deci- 
sion on  paragraph  a  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [9.18]. 
— There  is  no  reason  why  this  amendment 
should  be  limited  to  Hollman  patent  hoists. 
If  the  name  "  Hollman  "  is  struck  out 
the  whole  difficulty  will  be  overcome.  In- 
stead of  saying  vaguely  that  other  articles 
should  be  included  in  paragraf^  a,  the 
honorable  .  member  for  Kooycxig  should 
specify  the  articles  which  he  desires  to 
transfer  to  the  paragraph.  If  he  does  not 
do  that  he  is  only  wasting  the  time  of  the 
C<xmnittee.  I  will  support  anv  honorable 
member  who  shows  that  it  is  right  to 
place  any  specified  article  on  the  free 
list. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  amendmeot  of  the  ameodment  be 

amended  by  leaving  out  the  word  "Hollman." 

Amendment  of  the  amendment  (inserting 
*'  patent  hoists  ")  agreed  ta 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9.19]. — I  do  not  liI»-to  do  things 
in  too  great  a  hurry.  I  do  not  want  the 
words  "patent  hoists**  to  have  too  wide 
a  range.     I  therefore  move — 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  inserting 
after  the  word  " hoists"  the  words  "used  for 
underground  mining." 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[9.20]. — I  hope  the  Committee  will  not 
agree  to  the  limitation  proposed  by  the 
Treasurer.  Other  patent  hcAsts  should  be 
considered  as  much  as  is  a  patent  for 
"  hauling  mullock  out  of  a  hole."  The 
proposed  distinction  is  unnecessary  and 
unfair.  I  do  not  know  why  the  Minister 
persists  in  interpolating  these  irritating 
items.  If  he  desired  to  "  stone- wall  " 
his  own  Tariff  he  could  not  do  it  more 
effectively  than  by  making  these  interpola- 
tions. If  some  patent  flour  hoist  comes 
out,  is  it  to  be  penalized  while  a  mining 
hoist  conies  in  at  a  low  rate  ? 

Question — That  the  words  "  used  for 
underground  mining  "  be  inserted  in  the 
amendment — put.  The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes     ...  ...  ...  38 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  18 

Majority  '»?.^»G00g^ 
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Brown,  Tilicv 
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Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Dcakin,  A. 
Kiting,  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Foster,  K.  J. 
Fncer,  C.  E. 
Groom.  L.  E. 
Hall.  D.  R. 
Harper,  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Hutchiion,  J. 
Irvine,  \V.  H. 


Atkinsoiii  L. 
Brown,  Tliomas 

Cook,  Joseph. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fuller,  G.  W. 


Knox,  W. 

Lyne,  Sir  William 
Mohon,  H. 
Mnthewi,  t. 
McDougalf.  J.  K. 
Pane.  J. 

Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C  C 
Sampson,  S. 
Spcnce,  \V.  O. 
Storrcr,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Tudor,  K.  G. 
Walkins.  D. 
Walson.  J.  C. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

TfUrrs  : 
""ook.  Hume 
Thomson,  Jolm. 


Noes. 


Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Willis.  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

Tt  lifri  ■ 
Archer,  E.  W. 
Johnson.  W.  E. 


Fysh,  Sir  Philio 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Liddell,  F. 
Livingston,  }. 
McWriliams,  W.  J. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmatixe. 
Amendment  of  the  amendment  agreed  to. 
Amendment    (by   Mr.    Joseph  Cook) 
proposed — 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  leaving 
out  the  figures  "30,"  paragmph  B,  with  a  view 
to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  figures  "20." 

Question— That  the  Bgures  "30"  stand 
part  of  the  proposed  amendment — re- 
served in  the  negative. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [9.31].— 
I  was  one  who  voted  for  a  General  Tariff 
of  30  per  cent.,  with  25  per  cent,  against 
Great  Britain.  There  was  a  large  maj<»ity 
against  such  duties  on  an  item  very  similar ; 
and  I  suggest  that  we  might  save  time  if 
we  took  a  test  vote  as  to  whether  on  this 
item,  the  duties  ought  not  to  be  25  per 
cent,  and  zo  per  cent. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — This  is  largely 
mining  machinery. 

Mr.  WATSON.— In  regard  to  mining 
machinery  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  all  round 
was  carried  ;  and  the  only  difference,  if  my 
suggestion  be  acted  upon,  is  that  foreign 
imports  will  have  to  pay  a  duty  of  25  pei 
cent,  instead  of  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  THOMAS  (Barrier)  [9.35]— I 
thinlc  the  fairest  duty  would  be  one  of  20 
per  cent,  all  round,  and  if  it  be  adopted 
we  might  pass  all  these  items  to-night.  If 
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the  Got*ernment  will  accept  my  suggestion, 
I  am  prepared  to  suppcwt  them ;  but  if  they 
stand  out  for  duties  of  25  per  cent,  and 
20  per  cent.,  I  shall  vote  for  duties  of  20 
{ler  cent,  and  15  per  cent.  If  a  duty  of 
20  per  cent,  is  stifftcient  to  insure  the 
manufacture  of  the  articles  here,  I  see  no 
reason  for  adding  5  per  cent.  If  20  per 
cent,  is  not  enough  to  insure  the  local 
manufacture,  then  the  Government,  if  it 
be  a  Protectimiist  Government,  ought  to 
propose  25  per  cent,  or  30  per  cent. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  should  do  so 
very  quickly  if  I  thought  I  could  get  the 
Committee  to  accept  st^  a  duty. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— It  seems  to  me  very 
l>eculiar  that  a  Protectionist  Government 
should  j)ropo.-e  a  duty  of  only  20  per  cent, 
against  England,  where  goods  are  pro- 
duced under  free-trade  conditions,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  propose  25  per  cent,  as 
against  Germany  and  the  United  State*, 
where,  I  understand,  because  of  protection, 
the  conditi<»is  and  wages  are  so  mndi 
superior. 

Mr.  SiN'CLAiR. — This  is  sarcasm  ! 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  understand  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  protectionists,  industries  are 
carriwl  on  und^  much  better  oonditiwis  in 
protectionist  countries  than  they  are  in  free- 
trade  countries. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Who  said  so? 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  ask  the  Treasurer  or 
the  Prime  Minister  whether  the  worker 
in  protectionist  Germany  or  the  United 
States  is  not  greatly  better  off  than  he  is 
under  the  free-trade  and  sweated  condlticwis 
of  England.  For  my  own  part,  I  am 
of  the  opinicm  that  the  worker  is  as  well 
off  in  free-trade  England  as  he  is  in  either 
of  the  other  countries  I  have  mentimied. 

Sir  William  LvrtE. — Do  not  get  up  a 
d^-bate  on  that  question  now. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  do  not  see  why  we 
.<ilK>uld  imnecessarily  tax  the  ccmsumer  to 
the  extent  of  5  per  cent.  I  ask  whether 
it  is  not  a  fact  that  the  workers  in  protec- 
tionist countries  are  paid  better  wages  and 
^-njoy  better  cwiditions,  than  they  do  in 
free-trade  countries.  Why  not  answer  a 
simple  question  like  that? 

Mr.  Deakin.— BeCiiuse  the  honorable 
member  is  the  friend  of  every  country  ex- 
cept his  own. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— Does  the  Prime  Min- 
ister suppose  that  that  answers  my  ques- 
tion? I  think  thaf  the  PFqt«ctipiist  Go- 
vernment are  afrai|%mWHhSfetion. 


6714 


Tariff  [REPRESENTATIVES.]      (Engirug,  de.). 


Sir  William  Lyne. — This  question  was 
debated  to  the  fullest  extent,  and  it  was 
decided  to  approve  of  (preferential  trade. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— Was  the  question  1 

have  asked  then  answered? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Yes. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— In  what  way?  Unless 
the  Government  are  prepared  to  answer 
me,  I  shall  vote  against  the  extra  5  per 
cent. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [9.40]. 
— The  honorable  member  for  Barrier 
wishes  to  know  whether  workers  are  better 
treated  in  pn>tectioDist  America  arid  Ger- 
many than  they  are  in  free-trade  England. 
That  is  not  the  question  before  the  Coti- 
mittee.  The  question  is  whether  it  would 
not  be  better  to  have  this  work  dtme  in 
Australia,  where  we  can  exercise  some 
supervision  over  wages  and  conditions. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Then  why  not  have  a. 
duty  of  25  per  cent,  all  round? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— It  is  my  desire 
that  there  should  be  a  duty  of  25  per  cent, 
all  mund ;  and  I  was  endeavouring  to  show 
why  we  could  not  have  such  a  duty,  when 
the  House  adjourned  for  dinner.  The  rea- 
son is  that  we  have  honorable  members  like 
the  representative  fcH-  Echuca  

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order ! 

Mr.  HUTCHISON— I  desire  to  show 
the  reason  why  we  cannot  have  a  duty  of 
25  per  cent,  all  round.  We  have  honor- 
able members  like  the  representative  for 
Echuca,  who  says  he  is  a  protectionist,  but 
who  votes  for  a  duty  of  15  per  cent.  We 
have  honorable  members  like  the  represen- 
tative of  Flinders,  who  goes  to  the  country 
and  savs  that  he  is  a  protectionist  

The "  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  must  see  that  if  I  allow  him  to 
proceed  chi  this  personal  line  it  may  lead 
to  a  long  and  irrelevant  discussion.  I 
must  ask  the  honorable  member  to  discon- 
tinue that  line  of  argument. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Then  I  shall  take 
another  line  of  argument.  I  am  in  favour 
of  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  all  round ;  but 
there  are  hwOTable  members  who  went  be- 
fore the  country  as  protectionists,  but  who, 
like  the  honorable  member  for  Flinders, 
the    honorable    member     for  Kooyong, 

and  

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order ! 
Mr.  HUTCHISON— I  desire  to  show, 
as  I  think  I  am  entitled  to  do,  why  we  can- 
not have  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  all 
round.  After  the  interjection  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Barrier,  I  think  that  he 
will  vote  for  the  imposition  of  a  25  per 


cent,  duty  all  rotmd.  I  should  be  very 
sorry  to  see  the  rate  reduced  to  20  per  cent. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  important  items  in 
the  Tariff,  and  25  per  cent,  ought  to  be  the 
minimum  duty  levied  up(Hi  it. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Will  the  honorable  mem- 
ber answer  my  question  in  reference  to 
Germany  and  England? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  will,  if  the 
Chairman  will  permit  me  to  do  so.  The 
hcMiorable  member  would  rather  extend 
a  preference  to  a  foreign  country  than 
to  his  own  country.  I  want  to  cive  my 
first  preierence  to  Australia,  and  mv  second 
to  the  Empire.  If  the  Empire  cannot  pro- 
duce what  we  want,  then  I  am  prepared 
to  get  it  from  that  part  of  the  world  where 
it  can  be  (Stained  at  the  lowest  price. 

Mr.  PALMER  (Echuca)  [9.47].— Twice 
this  evening  the  honorable  member  foe 
Hindmarsh  has  attacked  me.  If  the  hon- 
orable member  would  limit  his  attentitm  to 
his  relations  with  his  own  constituency,  and 
allow  me  to  look  after  mine,  he  would  have 
quite  enough  to  do.  He  is  accustomed  to 
dub  everv  man  who  will  not  vote  for  the 
precise  duty  which  he  desires  a  free-trader. 
Is  that  a  logical  position  to  take  up?  Why 
this  hysterical  demand  for  these  ercessive 
duties?  It  is  high  time  that  the  country 
awoke  to  the  fact  that  the  demand  is  be* 
ing  made  simply  to  enable  the  Goverrunent 
to  pass  on  the  beiwfit  of  these  duties  to  the 
employes  in  the  form  of  the  new  fwotec- 
tion. 

Mr.  Wise. — Tiie  honorable  member  does 
not  object  to  the  workers  getting  a  fair 
share  of  that  benefit? 

Mr.  PALMER.— I  do  not.  I  wish  now 
to  read  a  short  extract  from  the  repOTt  of 
a  deputation  which  wuted  upon  the  Minis- 
ter of  Trade  and  Customs  yesterday  in  re- 
gard to  the  Excise  duty  upon  agricultural 
implements. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 
memljer  will  not  be  in  order  in  referring 
to  that  matter. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — The  honorable 
member  must  not  trv  to  bully  me. 

Mr.  PALMER.— The  Minister  and  mv- 
self  are  the  very  best  of  friends.  I  would 
no  more  dream  of  attempting  to  bully  him 
than  he  would  of  attempting  to  bully  me  or 
any  one  else.  In  replying  to  the  deputation 
which  waited  upcm  him  yesterday,  the  Min- 
ister of  Trade  and  Customs  said  that  it  was 
necessarv  to  exercise  caution  

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 
member  must  notrf5^d^j<g(tjfggle 
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Mr.  PALMER.— Then  I  will  say  that 
the  members  of  a  certain  party  in  this 
House  arc  being  induced  to  support  higher 
}nrotective  duties  than  they  woidd  otherwise 
support,  because  of  the  promise  of  the  Go- 
vemioent  to  introduce  certain  legidation, 
which  lei^latioa,  I  venture  to  say,  will 
prore  to  be  i^solutely  tmcoostitutiooal. 
That  is  the  price  which  tJie  oountry  is  pay- 
ing to-day  for  the  promise  whidi  has  been 
made  by  the  Government — a  promise  which 
is  never  likely  to  be  carried  into  effect. 

Question— That  the  figures  "'20"  be 
inserted  (Mr.  Joskph  Cook's  ameodment 
of  Sir  WiLUAu  Lyne's  amendment) — ^pot 
The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes     ...         ...         ...  a? 

Noes  ...         ...  19 


Majority 

AtkiiwoD,  I.. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Brown,  Thomas 
Cook,  Joseph 
Fonest,  Sir  John 
Frascr.  C.  E. 
Frih.  Sic  Philip 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Iiriae.  W.  U. 
Jobiuoa.  W.  E. 
Knox.  W. 
Liddell.  F. 
Lirii^stoa,  J. 

Bamford,  F.  W. 
Batdielor,  £.  L. 
C»iT,  E.  S. 
Cans,  J.  H. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Dealcta,  A. 
Ewiag,  T.  T. 
Fisher.  A. 
Fortcr  F.  J. 
GRmm,  L.  E, 
Hall,  D.  11. 
Harper,  R. 
Heche«,  W.  M. 

Kelly,  W.  H. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Fowler,  1.  M. 
Irvine,  nan 
Edwards,  R. 
Tairbaim,  G. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 


ATU. 

Mahon.  U. 
McWilliams,  W.  I. 

P*ge.  J. 

Palmer,  A.  C. 

Ptiynton,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
S  pence,  W.  G. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Willis,  Henry 
Wiboa,  J.  G. 

TelUrs: 
Archer,  E.  W. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 

Noes. 

Hutchison,  J. 
I.yne,  Sir  W.  J. 
Mathews.  ]. 
McDougalT,  J.  K. 
Quiclc,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Stoner,  D. 
Tndor,  F.  G. 
Watkios,  D. 
Wation.  |.  C. 
\Vise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Thomson,  John. 
Paibb. 

Kingston,  C.  C. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Webster,  W. 
Ualoney,  W.  R.  N. 
Wilks,  "W.  H. 
Mauger,  S. 
D'Mallcy,  King 
Wynne,  A. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  of  the  amendment  negatived. 
Amendment  (by  Sir  Joim  Qoick)  agreed 


That  tbe  ftgwes  "as"  be  iavrted  in  the 
blank  in  the  propoaed  amendment  caosed  by 
lesTing  out  the  fignret  **jo." 


Amendment  (by  Mr.  Johnson)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  leaving 
out  the  figures  "  25,"  paragraph  B,  with  a  view 
to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  tigures  "  ao." 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [9-571-— 
I  would  suggest  that  the  Government  should 
accept  this  proposal  in  view  of  the  rate 
which  ha*  already  been  fi»d  und«  the 
general  Tariff,  and  thus  shorten  the  debate 
as  much  as  possible  .  r  r 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [9-58]-— I 
wish  to  know  if  the  Government  intend  to 
agree  to  the  amendment.  If  they  do,  I 
shall  resume  my  seat,  but  if  not,  I  think 
I  shall  ha«  to  prewnt  arguments  in  favour 
of  the  adoption  of  that  course. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Humfr-Trea- 
surer)  [9.59].— If  I  thought  that  thwe  wai 
the  subtest  dianoe  of  the  Government 
carryiM  their  proposal  in  favour  of  as  per 
cent.,  I  should  persist  in'  it,  but  I  am  not 
going  to  divide  the  Committee,  merely  for 
the  sake  of  doing  so,  and  knowing  that  we 
shall  be  defeated.  The  Government  have 
no  alternative  but  to  accept  the  amendment. 

Amendment  of  the  amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [lo.o].— In 
view  of  a  certain  standard  having  been 
adopted  in  regard  to  articles  n.e.i.,  I  desire 
to  mention  that  there  is  a  particular  de- 
scription of  machinery  which  is  used  in  fte 
Commonwealth,  but  which,  beyond  a  cer- 
tain capacity,  has  not  yet  been  satisfac- 
torily manufattured  here.  I  want  hon- 
oraUe  ra«nbers  to  g^ve  consideration  to 
those  mining  companies  which  are  dealing 
with  low-grade  ores,  in  many  cases  in  an 
extensive  way.  In  order  that  thev  may  be 
able  to  realize  sufficient  gold  with  which 
to  carry  on  th«r  works,  I  move — 

That  the  following  new  paragraph  be  .-iddcd 
to  the  amendment — 

"  (c)  Air  compressors  beyond  a  capacity  of 
1,000  cubic  feet  of  free  air  per  minute,  ad  Tal. 
(General  Tariff),  5  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom), 
free." 

I  have  had  pasonal  exp^ience  in  regard 
to  ail  compresscKS  and  engines,  and,  there- 
iose,  I  have  a  fair  idea  of  what  can  be 
reasmably  done  by  our  manufacturers. 
The  best  advice  I  cm  get  is  that  the  manu- 
facturing plants  in  Australia  can  produce 
satisfactory  machinery  up  to  a  certain  capa  ■ 
city,  but  that  the  limited  quantity  of  ma- 
chinery beycmd  that  capacity  which  is 
required  is  not  sufficient  to  justify  the 
enormous  expenditure  which  has  often  to 
be  incurred  in  order  te-wpduc«  a  singlfl 
madiine  of  swaBitgfeteyMOfilglfefonned 
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that  it  may  cost  as  much  for  pat- 
terns and  designs  to  produce  one 
machine  as  it  would  cost  to  produce 
six  machines.  According  to  the  best  in- 
formation I  can  get,  air  compressors  with 
a  capacity  of  i,ooo  cubic  feet  of  free  air  - 
per  minute  can  drive  ten  tx  twelve  drills, 
which,  as  htHiMable  members  luiow,  is 
beyond  the  requirements  of  the  majority 
of  ordinarj-  mines.  We  ought  to  make  it 
possible  for  such  machines  to  be  obtained 
from  the  markets  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  am  informed  that  air 
ccmpressors  up  to  a  large  capacity  can  be 
made  here. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  am  assured  that,  on 
a  ccxnmercial  basis,  an  air  oxnpressor  with 
a  capacity  of  i,ooo  cubdc  feet  of  free  air 
per  minute  is  the  extreme  size  which  local 
manufacturers  will  undertake  to  mabe. 
The  limited  demand  for  air  compressors 
beyond  that  capacity  does  not  justify  them 
incurring  the  expense  of  procuring  patterns 
and  designs. 

Mr.  COON  (Batman)  [10.7]. — I  may  in- 
form the  honorable  member  for  Kalgoorlie 
that  air  compressors  with  a  capacity  of  not 
1,000,  but  4,000  cubic  feet  of  free  air  per 
minute,  have  been  made  at  Bendigo,  Castle- 
maine,  and  Melbourne,  in  Victoria,  and 
also  in  South  Australia,  and  that  such  a 
machine  may  be  seen  working  to-day  at 
the  Long  Tunnel  mine. 

Sir  JOHN"  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [10.8].— 
In  South  Australia,  Mr.  John  Felix  Martin, 
of  the  Gawler  Foundry,  was  asked  his 
opinion  about  the  evidence  given  by  a  Kal- 
goorlie mining  manager  to  the  effect  that 
the  I ngersoll- Sargent  air  compressor  wa.s 
more  efficient  than  an  Australian-made  one. 
According  to  the  report  of  the  A  section 
of  the  Tariff  Commission,  page  4:,  Mr. 
Martin  explained  that — 

it  was  all  a  m.itter  of  price,  which  varied  accord- 
ing to  the  required  capacity  of  the  machine.  An 
I&gersol I -Sergeant  compressor  conld  be  got  in 
Austral!:!,  as  that  compnnv  was  not  ilie  onlv 
maker.  He  claimed  that  his  comi-re.-^jar  could 
lie  made  as  efficient  as  any  imported  one  workinfj 
in  Australia. 

Another  South  Aiisjtralian  engineer  used 
these  significant  words--- 

To  say  that  mechanics  who  built  loronirlivc 
engines  in  South  .\ustra1i.i,  Vic'ori.i,  and  Queens- 
land cannot  make  an  air  compressor  is  to  talk 
nonsense. 

Similar  e\i<lerce  was  given  on  behalf  of 
Walker's  Limited.  of  Mar\!K>roiigh, 
Queensland — - 

The  engineer  for  Walker's  Limited,  M.iry- 
borough,  informed  vour  Commissioners  (in  re- 
gard to  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Moss  in  Western 


Australia,  that  local  Iv-nude  air  compressors 
were  not  as  good  as  imported)  that  this  gentle- 
man told  him  the  air  compressor  which  be  had 
supplied  had  done  25  per  cent,  be'tter  than  anti- 
cipated. Tbe  witness  stated  that  be  had  made 
air  compressors  for  the  Broken* Hill  Scmth, 
Broken  Hitl  North,  Block  14,  and  three  other 
mines  on  the  Barrier,  and  the  indicator  cards  had 
shown  them  equal  to  the  highest  class  made  in 
England  or  America,  namely,  95  per  cent,  of 
cfBciency, 

Mr.  Fkazer. — Will  the  honcM-able  mem- 
ber state  the  capacity  of  those  axnpFessors  ? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— There  was  no 
eviderKe  given  about  the  capacity,  and  that 
point  was  not  taken  at  Kalgoorlie.  Only 
the  question  of  price  was  raised  there.  I 
have  no  doubt  whatever  that  air  compres- 
sors of  the  capacity  referred  to  by  the  hon- 
orable member  can  be  made  in  some  of  the 
big  engineering  establishments  in  South 
Australia,  Victoria,  and  Queensland.  Tbe 
Golden  Horseshoe  Mine  gave  to  an  out- 
side firm  an  order  for  an  air  ocMnpresscw 
without  calling  for  tenders  in  Australia, 
and  with  reference  to  that  order,  Mr. 
Kigby,  of  the  Austral  Otis  Companv,  has 
made  this  statement  in  a  letter  which  he 
sent  to  me — 

There  is  no  reason  whatever  why  a  compressor 
in  every  respect  similar  to  the  one  they  had 
im^iorted  could  not  be  made  in  Australia^  and  I 
have  no  heutation  in  saying  that  if  they  called 
for  tenders  for  a  duplicate  it  would  be  supplied 
locally  for  very  much  less  than  this  one  had  cost 
the  <:olden  Horseshoe. 

There  is  a  challoige  to  the  honorable  mem- 
Iter  for  Kalgoorlie. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [10.12]. — 
I  sincerely  hope  that  the  Committee  will 
not  agree  lo  the  amendment.  At  Castle- 
maine  I  have  been  in  Th<Hnpson's  up- 
to-date  foundr)-,  where  I  suppose  rotwe 
air  compressors  are  turned  out  than 
are  made  by  any  other  foundry  in 
Australia.  I  have  seen  as  many  as  fi\e 
being  laid  down  at  cme  time.  They  are 
made  there  up  to  almost  any  capacity 
which  may  be  used,  and  they  are  of  the 
finest  quality. 

Mr.  Frazer. — What  is  the  highest  cap- 
acity up  to  which  they  are  made? 

yiT.  SALMON.— They  can  be  made  up 
to  a  capacity  of  4,000  cubic  feet  of  free 
air  per  minute. 

Mr.  Frazer. — To  whom  did  they  supply 
surh  air  compresses? 

Mr.  S.\LMOX.— At  the  foundry  they 
can  make  air  compressors  up  to  that  size. 

Mr.  Frazer. — ^To  wboin^di(l,fhey  supply 
them  ?  "^'S'^'"^^    VjT)Og  iC-' 
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Mr-  SALMON. — I  have  not  seen  their 
books,  and  do  not  know  whom  the  air  com- 
pressors were  supplied  ta 

Mr.  Frazer. — The  honorable  member 
does  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Mr.  SALMON'.— I  have  the  authority 
of  the  men  themselves  for  stating  that  they 
Are  capable  of  making  air  corhpressors  up 
to  a  capacity  of  4,000  cubic  feet  of  free 
air  per  minute 

Mr.  Frazer. — I  am  satisfied  that  some 
honorable  members  will  make  any  sort  of 
statement. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  am  very  sorry  that 
the  honorable  member  is  adopting  that 
attitude.  At  Thompstm's  foundry,  Castle- 
maine,  I  have  seen  these  air  com- 
pressors in  course  of  constructicHi, 
and  I  have  been  assured  by  those 
who  use  them  that  they  are  equal,  if 
ix)t  superior,  to  imported  air  compressors. 
On  these  grounds,  I  ask  honorable  m^- 
bers  not  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  but 
to  assist  us  in  maintaining  the  suprmat^ 
we  have  gained,  and  also  to  increase  the 
industry.  A  great  deal  has  been  said  in 
the  past  about  the  inability  of  local  manu- 
facturers to  make  these  articles,  but  any 
honorable  member  who  will  visit  Th<Knp- 
son's  foundry  at  Castlemaine  will,  I  feel 
sure,  find  one  or  more  of  these  air  com- 
pressors in  the  course  of  construction,  and 
also  see  doctmtents  in  which  the  users  of 
them  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  their 
efficiency  and  durability.  That  magnifi- 
cent foundrv  known  as  Walker's  Limited, 
MarybcHOugh,  in  Queensland,  also  manu- 
factures these  articles,  and  of  the  highest 
quality  too.  Unlera  tbey  are  made  well 
to  withstand  the  strain  which  is  put  upon 
them  they  will  not  give  satisfaction.  We 
have  proof  that  thev  are  made  to  the 
oMnplete  satisfaction  of  the  users,  and  it 
would  be  nothing  short  of  a  criminal  act 
if  we  took  away  from  the  manufacturers 
the  opportunity  they  have  to  prove  that 
-■Vustralian  workmen  are  equal  to  the  best 
workmen  whom  the  world  can  produce. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [10.15]. — I  think  that  there  must  be 
a  mistake  in  the  minds  of  some  honorable 
members  in  regard  to  the  manufacture  of 
air  compressors  in  Australia.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Kalgoorlie  has  said 
that  they  are  not  made  here.  A  verj*  large 
one  has  been  made  here.  I  have  been 
tr>  ing  to  ascertain  its  capacity. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Did  the  honorable  gentle- 
man state  that  I  said  that  air  compressors 
are  not  made  here? 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— I  understood 

the  honorable  member  to    say  that  air 

compressors  of  the  capacity  menticmed  in 

his  amendment  are  not  made  here.  But 

Mr.  Donald  Clark,  in  his  work  on  Aus- 

iralian  Mining  and  Metallurgy,   page  55, 

speaking  of  the  Kalgurli   Gold  Mines 

Limited,  says — 

The  mine  is  well  equigped  with  a  fine  winding 
engine,  and  an  air  compiessor  made  by  James 

Martin  and  Co.,  of  Gawler,  South  Austialia. 

The  size  of  the  compressor  is  not  given ; 
but  I  am  assured  that  it  is  larger  than 
1,000  cubic  feet.  I  am  informed,  too,  that 
an  air  cwnpressor  of  3,000  cubic  feet  is 
illustrated  in  the  Brisbane  Daily  Mail  of 
October  sth,  1907,  as  supplied  to  the 
Blayney  Copper  Mines  and  Smelting  Com- 
pany, Blayney,  New  South  Wales,  and 
manufactured  by  the  Bundaberg  Foundry 
Company  Limited,  Queensland.  Though 
I  should  like  to  meet  any  reasonable  6(>- 
jections  to  my  proposals,  I  cannot  accept 
the  amendment,  seeing  that  compressors  of 
large  capacity  are  made  in  Australia. 

Mr.  Mathews. — I  Bope  that  the  Trea- 
surer will  not  allow  the  eyes  to  be  picked 
out  of  his  Tariff. 

Sir  WILIJAM  LYNE.— I  shall  cer- 
tainly not  allow  it,  though  I  may  be 
forced  to  if  the  numbers  are  against  jne.  I 
am  also  informed  that  the  Austral  Otis 
Company  has  made  a  3,500  cubic  feet 
compressor  for  tjie  I-ong  Tunnel  Cotq- 
pany. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [10.19].— I  wish 
to  inform  the  Committee  that  in  the  Mount 
Lyell  mine  we  had  a  compressn*  of  a 
capacity  of  3,500  cul»c  feet,  and  that  it 
was  made  in  Victoria.  It  is  an  otcellent 
piece  of  machinery.  There  is  no  reason 
why  compressors  should  not  be  made  here. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [10.20].— We 
are  all  glad  to  know  that  Australia  can 
make  these  machines.  The  question  at 
issue  is,  not  whether  air-compressors  can 
be  made  here,  but  whether  the  exception- 
ally large  ones  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Kalgoorlie  has  in  mind  can  be  pro- 
fitably made  here. 

Sir  John  Quice. — I  have  read  an  (rffer 
to  make  them. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— That  offer  did  not  con- 
tain any  mention  of  capacity.  Those  who 
know  anything  about  mining  are  aware  that 
in  dealing  with  low-grade  lodes  machinery 
is  needed  such  as  it  is  not  reasonable  to  ex- 
pect to  get  in  Australaar^Evkiajix  given 
before  the  T£^»€»MiaQld^  khows  thp« 
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(Mie-fifth  of  the  cost  of  a  piece  of  ma- 
diinery  goes  in  preparing  preliminary 
plans,  and  it  would  not  be  fair  to  expect  an 
engineering  firm  to  undertake  the  expense 
necessary  to  turn  out  a  big  piece  oi  ma* 
chinery,  such  as  it  would  not  be  called 
upon  to  make  again  for  a  number  of  years. 
I  do  not  know  enough  about  the  air  oom- 
presson  which  are  in  use  to  be  aUe  to  say 
wfaetfier  Uw  hooccaUe  member  for  Kid- 
goorlie  has  fixed  a  proper  limit ;  but  con- 
sideration should  be  given  where  machines 
of  an  exceptional  size  are  required.  When 
high  duties  are  imposed  on  machinery 
which  cannot  be  made  here,  a  heavy  tax 
is  levied  on  the  mining  industry,  without 
correspcHiding  benefit  to  Australia.  I  am 
glad  that  the  Minister  hat  been  able  to  give 
us  some  definite  infiormation. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [lasa].— 
When  I  brought  forward  my  proposal,  my 
only  desire  was  to  do  what  is  fair  in  the 
interests  of  mining.  There  are  not,  on  my 
iofonnation,  many  more  than  twenty 
air  compressors  of  over  i,ooo  cubic  feet 
capacity  in  the  mines  of  Australia  at  the 
present  time.  A  compressor  which  will 
deal  with  i,ooo  cubic  feet  of  free  air  per 
minute  can  drive  ten  three-inch  cylinder 
rode  drills,  and  not  many  mines  use  so 
many  drills  at  one  time.  Wheq  a  mining 
proposition  has  to  deal  vith  a  large  quan- 
tity of  low-grade  ore,  it  must  re- 
duce its  costs  to  a  mimimum.  No 
doiibt  there  are  manufacturers  in  Vic- 
toria who  would  proclaim  their  ability  to 
make  any  machinery  that  the  most  fertile 
imagination  in  the  Committee  could  con- 
ceive of.  But  there  is  such  a  small  de- 
mand for  machines  of  the  size  of  which 
I  am  speaking,  that  it  would  not  pay  Aus- 
tralian manu^cturers  to  go  to  the  expend 
of  making-  preparations  for  constructing 
them.  Of  course,  my  statement  is  disputed. 
Any  statement  made  on  behalf  of  the 
mining  industry,  no  matter  how  substan- 
tiated hy  facts,  is  almost  sure  to  be  dis- 
puted, either  by  a  reference  to  something 
contained  in  the  6,050  pages  of  the  Tariff 
Commission's  reports,  or  by  the  statement 
of  the  representative  of  a  ctHistituency  in 
which  there  is  a  foundry  or  engineering 
establishment  of  some  description.  My 
proposal  applies  to  big  machinery  only,  and 
there  are  in  Australia  very  few  of  the  ma- 
chines which  it  affects.  They  are  being  used 
oa  low-grade  propositicms,  which  are  being 
worker!  as  ecnnomically  as  possible,  al- 
timugh  the  men  emplo>-ed  on  them  are 
being  paid  a  decent  rate  of  wage&.   If  the 


amendment  be  agreed  to,  the  engineering 
trade  of  Australia  will  not  be  seriously 
affected,  because  the  demand  for  these  en- 
gines is  so  smalt  that  local  manufacturers- 
would  not  find  it  worth  their  while  to  make 
them. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  PortsV 
[10.27]. — The  honwable  member  for  Kal- 
goorlie says  that  he  believes  that  represen- 
tatives of  the  constituencies  in  which  there- 
are  foundries  are  ready  to  assert  that  any- 
thing can  be  made  there,  which  is  equiva- 
Icnt  to  saying  that  members  will  make  mis- 
statements in  order  to  get  their  way.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  honorable  member 
would  like  us  to  doubt  the  truth  of  his 
statements.  I  have  here  a  phoCc^ajA  of 
a  Cross  Cc»npound  Air  Compressor  of 
3,000  cubic  feet  capacity,  capable  of 
driving  twenty  drills,  and  designed  and 
manufactured  for  the  Long  Tunnel  mine, 
Walhalla,  by  the  Austral  Otis  Engineering 
Company  Limited,  of  South  Melbourne; 
and  another  phcrtograph  of  steam  cylinders 
fitted  with  triple  expansion  valves  and  air 
cylinders,  with  improved  Corliss  air  valves, 
'rhe  manager  of  the  Long  Tunnel  Gold 
Mining  Company,  in  a  letter  to  the  Austral 
Otis  •  Engineering  Company,  dated  Wal- 
halla, 22nd  July,  1897,  says — 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  ttatiog  that  the  double 
contpouoa  and  coDdeauac  ntt  oomprei^Bg  ea- 
gine  which  was  comtnicted  by  2?*>*'^™>  lately- 
erected  at  the  company's  mine,  has  fiteo  every 
satisfaction-  For  the  uaat  three  months  it  ba» 
been  at  work  night  and  day,  without  a  hitch  of 
any  kind,  and  during  that  time  has  supplied  all 
the  oompressed  air,  at  1 10  lbs.  pressure  Per 
square  inch,  required  in  the  mine  for  moure 
power,  jHuapuig,  winaing,  and  rock  dxilling,  at 
a  depth  of  1,833  leet  below  the  adit  level. 

I  consider  that  the  whole  plant  is  of  the 
finest  class,  and  is  constructed  on  the  mosi 
modern  and  improved  principles  for  ait'  com- 
pression, nanely,  high  and  low  premire  air 
cylinders  with  mechanically  moved  suction  and 
delivery  valves,  and  the  steam  engine,  componnd 
and  surface  condensin;;. 

The  indicator  diagrams,  which  have  been  taken 
from  both  die  engine  and  compressor  cylinders, 
show  that  the  whole  machine  is  working  in  p 
thoroughly  satisfactory  manner,  giving  a  very 
high  economy  and  efficiency. 

But  some  honorable  members  will  not  U'- 
lieve  the  statements  made  to  them,  no 
matter  what  proofs  are  put  before  them. 
If  they  were  shown  these  engines,  they 
would  find  fault  with  them,  unless  there 
was  the  name  of  a  foreign  firm  attached  to 
them.  I  do  not  think  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Kalgoorlie  does  credit  to  the 
State  which  he  represents  when  he  tries  to 
make  the  Committee  believe  ,-^u|t,|  Aus- 
tralians cannot  do  anything,    it^^mk  t» 
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cue  that  the  time  will  come  when  Aus- 
tralians will  say  that  they  cannot  have  their 
wants  made  known  in  the  Houses  of  Par- 
liament. It  ^  a  wonder  to  me  ttiat  the  ad- 
vocates of  the  impcvters  are  not  imported 
jis  well  as  the  mechanical  coitrivances 
needed  in  Australia.  I  hc^  that  this 
CfMnmittee  will  not  allow  the  vital  points  of 
the  Tariif  to  be  picked  out  so  as  to  make 
the  whole  scheme  useless.  1  have  noticed 
■<luring  the  debate  a  tendenc}^  to  pick  out 
porticms  of  it  iot  spedal  attack.  I  trust 
that  the  Committee  will  strenuously  resist 
the  attempt  to  eliminate  air  compressing  en- 
gines. 

Amendment  of  the  amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare) 
£10,31]. — I  desire  to  speak  upon  item  164 
faeiore  it  is  finally  dealt  with,  and  to  refer 
to  the  manner  in  whidi  the  Minister's 
scheme  is  formulated.  Lines  are  mentioned 
which  are  placed  on  the  free  list  so  far  as 
<XMicems  the  United'  Kingdom,  and  which 
.^tre  dutiable  so  far  as  the  rest  of  the  world 
is  concerned.  Other  mining  machinery  of 
all  descriptions  oHnes  under  the  general 
n.ei.  drag-net,  which,  by  a  recent  vote  of 
the  CcMunittee,  has  been  reduced  from  30 
and  35  to  35  and  20  per  cent.  I  wish  to 
«mirfiasize  the  point  that  a  large  percentage 
of  the  minerals  that  have  to  be  dealt  with 
in  this  country  are  low-grade  otcs.  Every 
now  and  then  some  new  method  of  treating 
such  ores  is  discovered,  which  enables  very 
large  quantities  to  be  treated  successfully. 
Without  such  methods  those  ores  could  not 
be  {irofitaUy  treated.  The  improvements 
are  very  largely  mechanical  contrivances 
adapting  electricity  and  chemical  processes 
to  the  treatment  of  ores.  Under  the  Minis- 
ter's proposal  no  new  method  of  that  charac- 
ter derised  outside  Australia,  and  covered 
by  patent  rights,  could  be  used  here 
-without  the  Davment  of  royalties  to  the 
•  patentees  in  addition  to  taxatiob  at  the 
higher  rate.  In  this  way  the  mining  in- 
dustrv  would  be  seriously  handicapped.  I 
might  mention  as  an  instance  the  cyanide 
process.  Prior  to  that  process  bein$t 
<liscovered,  a  great  quantity  of  low-grade 
■  stuff  in  the  CcMnmonwealth  was  unused. 
By  the  introduction  of  tlie  cyanide  process 
-and  the  appliances  connected  with  it,  large 
areas  of  mineral  cwintry  were  rendered 
.highly  [Kofitable.  In  my  own  electorate, 
-enormous  quantities  of  tailings  from  the  old 
-nuning  fields  have  been  successfully  treated 
several  times,  yielding  a  prt^t  ei^  time; 
-and  on  each  occasion  the  method  applied  re- 
presented an  improvement  upon  the  preced- 


ing one.  But  under  the  proposal  of  the 
Mmisteri  new  mechanical  applianoes  would 
be  penalised  by  having  to  pay  the  hi^ier 
scale  of  duties. 

Mr.  SAUf<M. — What  appliances  does  the 
iwnOTable  member  mean  in  regard  to 
cyaniding  ? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  am  refer- 
ring to  any  appliances  which  may  be  dis- 
covered in  any  part  of  the  world  for  the 
more  economical  and  profitable  treatment  erf 
mineral  ores. 

Mr.  Mathews. — It  would  be  possible  to 
buy  the  patent  rights  or  pay  royalties  to  the 
patentees. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— The  pa- 
tentees would  have  a  good  de^l  to  say  as 
to  what  would  have  to  be  paid  to  them. 
The  honorable  member  is  probably  aware 
that  madiines  are  being  used  in  the  boot 
factories  of  this  city  upon  the  rent 
system,  by  which  the  patentees,  who  refuse 
to  sell  their  patent  rights,  secure  consider- 
able returns.  If  I  may  diverge  for  a  mo- 
ment, I  take  up  this  position  in  regard  to 
patent  rights :  I  think  that  we  should 
under  our  law  insist  on  the  manufacture  of 
patented  machines  in  our  midst,  or  that 
the  patents  should  beccwne  invalid.  But  we 
have  not  reached  that  poation  yet.  We  re- 
cognise patent  rights  taken  out  in  all  parts 
of  the  world.  Under  Uiis  scheme,  we  are 
practically  going  to  penalize  our  own  people 
who  are  engaged  in  the  mining  industry  in 
regard  to  the  use  of  newer,  more  up-to-date, 
and  more  ecmiomical  methods  of  treating 
ores.  The  Minister  might  overoMne  the 
difficulty  by  putting  in  a  paragraph  that 
would  allow  him  to  permit  the  introduction 
of  new  frams  of  machinery  on  the  lower 
scale,  until  such  time  as  they  could  be 
manufactured  here.  I  quite  agree  that  it 
is  not  wise  to  put  too  much  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  Minister,  but  we  have  to  nlace 
power  somewhere,  and  so  long  as  it  is  used 
in  the  best  interests  of  the  community,  no 
objection  can  be  taken  to  it.  I  point  out 
that  countries  which  are  soaked  in  protec- 
tiffli — that  are  not  experimenting  with  it, 
but  have  had  practical  applications  ot  it, 
and  are  further  advanced  in  the  arts  and 
sciences  than  we  are — pay  greater  regard 
to  their  mineral  develoiwnent  than  we  pro- 
pose to  do  under  this  Tariff.  In  New 
Zealand,  very  nearly  all  the  large  ma- 
chinery used  in  mining  and  mineral  re- 
covery is  on  the  free  list  The  same  is  the 
case  in  Canada.  Cyanidine  plants  are 
upon  the  free  list  theierils-arevall^rge  enu- 
meration of  meWatll\:^^SIS^?or  the 
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profitable  treatment  of  mineral  ores,  in-  after  we  have  disposed  of  the  Tariff,  but 
eluding  £old,  silver,  and  iron  ores.  Surelyi  a  rebate  could  be  granted  only  by  direc- 
dependcait  as  we  are  to  sudi  a  large  extent  ticm  of  the  House,  and  in  cases  where 
upon  our  mineral  resources  iot  our  weahii,  bulk  had  not  been  t»okai.  Rebate  can- 
we  ought  to  have  a  little  regard  to  these  not  be  granted  where  padcages  have  been 
intesests.  Whilst  the  total  amount  of  broken,  and  it  is  impossible  to  identify 
wealth  realized  frwn  mining  is  very  large,    the  machine. 

it  must  be  remembered  that  a  great  num*      Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — You  are  not  ask- 
ber  of  mining  propositions   are   working   ing  us  now  to  deal  with  that  question? 
very   close   up   to   the   pa^-iiig  margin,       Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE. — No. 
and  that  even  a  slightly  increaaed  impost      Mr.    HENRY    WILLIS  (Robertson) 
might  make  their  operations  unprafiteble,    [10.45]. — I"  dealing  with   item'  164,  we 
and  cause  them  to  shut  down.     In  these    are,  by  inference,  dealing  also  with  item 
circumstances  it  should  be  our  desire  to   166  as  the  footnote  to  which  the  honor- 
encourage,  as  far  as  possible,  instead  of   able  member  iot  Flinders  has  referred 
to  penaliK  the  industry.  Under  the  Trea-   applies  to  both  of  them.     The  Minister 
surer's  proposal  everv  new  invention  that   has  said  that  that  footnote  is  not  to  be 
cannot  be  produced  here,  and  must   be  read  into  this  item,  but  the  fact  that  we 
imported  to  facilitate  minuig  operations,  may  have  later  on  to  consider  the  schedule 
will  ocxne  under  the  drag-net  n.e.i.  provi-  to  which  it  refers  may  influence  the  votes 
sion,  and  be  liable  to  the  higher  dutv.  of  honorable  members. 
The  Minister  would  do  well  to  insert  in      Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — It  is  memly  an  in- 
the    item    a    new    paragraph    enabling  timation  by    the    Government  that  they 
him  to  allow  new  inventions,  calculated  to   intend  to  provide  for  some  rebate? 
assist  us  to  make  the  best  of  our  mineral      Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.  —  Honorable  , 
resources,  and  which  cannot  be  made  here,   members  may  not  be  disposed  to  deal  with 
to  C(xne  in  free.  the  item  as  they  would  if   the  footnote 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — There  is  an  asterisk   did  not  relate  to  it 
agunst  this  item,  and  it  directs  us  to  a      Mr.  W.    H.   Irvine. — The  honorable 
footnote  setting  forth  that  the  duty  is —      member  thinks  that  that  is  an  argument 

Subject  to  rebate  under  Uie  conditions  speci-    for  dealing  with  the  rebate  in  oxmacion 
fied  in  the  scbedule  hereto.  with  the  item? 

I  wish  to  be  quite  clear  that  that  note  is  ^'r.  HENRY  WILLIS.— When  this 
no  part  of  the  item,  and  that  in  passing  "em  was  first  submitted  we  should  have 
the  item  we  are  not  pledging  ourselves  to  nad  from  the  Treasurer  a  statement  in  re- 
the  rebate  referred  to.  As  I  understand  B^i'd  to  the  schedule, 
it,  the  footnote  is  merelv  an  intimation  bv  Sir  Wiluam  Lvne.— I  have  made  a 
the  Government  that  the^■  intend  at  a  later  statement.  The  question  was  raised  by 
stace  to  propose  a  rebate.  honorable  member  for  IndL 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume—Trea-  Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  know  that 
surer)  [10.43].— This  is  about  the  fourth  a  question  was  asked  in  the  House,  but 
or  fifth  time  that  I  have  made  an  explana-  no  information  could  be  elicited  from 
lion  in  regard  to  the  footnote  in  question.  Ministers. 

It  criginallv  referred  to  item  164  as  in-  Sir  Wiixiah  Lvne.— I  promised  the 
trodured.  '  That  item,  under  the  re-  honorable  member  that  nothing  would  be 
arrangement,  hns  been  divided,  some  of   agreed  to  without   the   consent   of  the 

the  machinerv  covered  bv  it   going  into  House. 

one  division,  and  some  into  another.  I  do  Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare) 
not  wish  the  items  to  be  dissociated  frpm  [10.473.--I  should  be  glad  if  the  Trea- 
the  footn;>te  if  it  I>e  found  neressarv  that  surer  would  adopt  the  suggestion  that  I 
the  provision  regarding  rebates  should  made  a  few  minutes  ago.  Earlier  in  the 
applv.  I  have  questioned  the  officers  of  evening  he  moved  to  insert  in  paragraph 
the  Department  about  the  matter,  but  have  a  a  patent  hoist,  which  at  the  last  moment 
not  got  a  satisfactory  replv.  had  been  brought  under  his  notice,  and 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — For  the  present  which  he  said  could  not  be  manufactured 
we  mav  wipe  it  out  ?  here.     Can  he  not  see  his  wav  to  intro- 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes;  I  shall   duce   a    new    paragraph   covering  other 
not  at  present  commit  honorable  members   inventions  important  to  the  mining  indus- 
tn  it ;   I  wish  to  make  the  matter  clearer,   tr\-  that  may  her«ifter  ^c^RWJI^ 
No  doubt  the  question  will  come  forward  h's  notice,  and  HiBeft''^in-^tl«r^®i<nce  of 
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si:ch  a  provision  would  be  subjected  to 
the  high  duty  relating  to  "  Machines  and 
Machinery  n.e.i."  The  action  taken  by 
the  Treasurer  earlier  in  the  evening  shows 
that  iie  is  in  sympathy  with  my  suggesticHi, 
and  I  hope  that  he  will  adopt  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer [10.49].— The  honorable  member  for 
Calaie  has  asked  me  to  provide  for  what 
would  be  a  very  dangerous  procedure.  To 
vhom  would  be  delegate  the  duty  of  de- 
ciding whether  a  new  invention  should  be 
treated  as  he  proposes? 

Sir  John  Quick. — It  is  a  matter  for 
legislatioa 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Of  course,  it 
is.     Item  168  provides  that — 

Any  dutiable  machiaery,  or  machine  tool,  01 
any  part  thereof  ipecified  in  any  proclamation 
iuoed  by  the  Govemor-General  in  pursuance  of 
a  joint  address  passed  on  the  motion  of^inisters 
by  both  Houses  of  the  Parliaroent,  stating  that 
such  machinery,  machine  tool,  or  part  cannot  be 
reasonably  manufactured  within  the  Common- 
wealth, and  that  it  should  be  admitted  duty  free, 

shall  be  free.  It  seems  to  me  that,  in 
any  event,  that  procedure  would  have  to 
be  followed.  I  do  not  think  that  hcmor- 
able  members  would  agree  to  allow  the 
Government  to  say  what  should  be  free 
and  what  should  be  dutiable.  My  ex- 
perience is  that  the  House  is  very 
jealous  of  its  privileges  in  that  regard. 
I  am  often  told  that  as  I  am  a  protec- 
tionist I  would,  if  left  to  myself,  impose 
protective  duties  upon  many  articles.  In 
the  same  way  it  might  be  said  that  a  free- 
trade  Minister  would  be  disposed  to  put 
articles  on  the  free  list. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — It  could  not  be 
any  worse  than  it  is  under  the  present  pro- 
vision. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  read  to 
the  Committee  a  provision  under  which,  if 
it  should  be  found  necessary  to  admit  an 
article  free,  the  Government  can  at  any 
time  submit  to  Parliament  a  motion  to 
put  the  article  on  the  free  list,  and  should 
it  be  carried,  a  proclamation  to  that  effect 
Wiould  be  issued. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— And  the  resolution 
might  be  made  retrospective  if  Parliament 
were  not  «tting  when  it  was  thought  the 
article  should  first  have  appeared  on  the 
free  list 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Quite  so.  1 
cannot  see  how  I  can  undertake  to  do  any 
more  than  is  already  provided  for  in  the 
Tariff. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 


Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Postponed  Item*.    Item  i66.     Machincr>-  an. I 
Miu;hmc8;   and    Machine   Tools,   n.e.i.,   viz.  : — 
(A)  Machines,  n.e.i.,  used  in  the  TannioK 

Hides  and  Skins,  and  in  the  Prepara- 
tion of  Leather;  Automatic  Can-mak- 
ing and  Closing  Machines ;  Machinery 
for  Scouring  and  Washing  Wool ; 
Machinery  for  the.  Manufacture  of 
Paper,  and  for  Felting ;  Soap-Cutting 
Machines;  Artesian  Boring  Machines, 
■d  val.  (General  Tariff),  25  per  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  20  per  cent.    .  . 

Sir  WILLIA.M  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
siffer)  j;io.52]. — In  accordance  with  a  pro- 
inise  given  very  early  during  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Tariff,  I  intend  to  move  that  the 
words  "  Machinery  for  Scouring  and  Wash- 
ing Wool  "  be  left  out.  I  was  asked  by 
the  tKxiOTable  member  for  Maranoa  why 
this  class  of  machinery  should  not  be  in- 
cluded with  other  wool-scouring  machinery 
to  which  he  referred  at  the  time.  I  admit 
that,  so  far  as  I  know,  there  is  no  reason 
why  it  should  not,  and  I  therefwe  move 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  TuDoa.— Would  this  cover  the 
whole  of  the  wool-washing  machinery  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.— Machinery  for 
scouring  and  washing  wool. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson^ 
[10.54]. —  I  he  Minister  might  very  well 
agree  also  to  leave  out  the  item,  "  Machines 
n.e.i.  used  in  the  Tanning  of  Hides  and 
Skins  and  in  the  Preparation  of  Leather." 
Very  few  machines  used  by  tanners  are 
made  in  Australia.  There  are  a  great 
many  machines  in  use  in  America  which,  if 
they  could  be  obtained  here,  would  enable 
our  tanners  to  produce  leather,  which  is  the 
raw  material  of  the  shoemaker,  at  a  lower 
figure,  and  would  in  that  wav  benefit  the 
shoemaker. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  hope  the  honor- 
able member  will  not  press  me  to  '60  what 
he  suggests. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  Treasurer 
must  see  that  there  would  be  such  a  smalt 
demand  for  machinery  of  this  kind  that  no 
manufacturer  would  be  warranted  in  im- 
porting the  special  appliances  necessary  to 
make  these  tanners'  machines  in  the  Oxr- 
monwealth.  Manufacturers  in  America  have 
a  population  of  80,000,000  or  90,000,000 
of  people  to  provide  for,  and  they  have 
the  very  best  machinery  for  treating 
leather.  A  few  days  ago  the  Treasurer 
was  talking  to  me  about  a  splitting  ma- 
chine. I  know  the  machine  referred  to. 
It  is  an  American  Band  machine,  and  it 
is  possible  with  it  to  cut  a  hide  rigb' 
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taxaofga  into  two  or  three  thicVnesses.  It 
is  a  con^watively  recent  invention.  There 
was  a  Union  machine  in  use  prior  to  the 
discovery  of  the  Band  machine,  by  which 
only  one  layer  could  be  taken  off  a  hide. 
Cut  in  this  way  the  leather  would,  of 
course,  be  inferior,  but  there  is  a  demand 
for  this  kind  of  leather  in  the  manufacture 
of  boots  and  shoes,  and  Australian  manu- 
facturers are  at  a  disadvantage  so  long  as 
our  tanners  and  curriers  are  unable  to 
obtain  the  machine  to  which  I  refer.  I 
may  have  something  further  to  say  when  I 
have  heard  the  Minister  on  the  subject. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  cannot  accept 
the  honorable  meml)er's  proposal. 

Mr.  COON  (Batman)  [ii.o].— I  under- 
stand that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Trea- 
surer to  allow  wool-scouring  machines  to 
come  in  free.  I  enter  my  protest  against 
that  proposal.  These  machines  are  made 
in  my  electorate,  and  I  was  told  some  time 
ago  that  they  were  not  to  be  admitted  free 
of  duty. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — This  matter  was 
"  under  coosideriaticxi  two  months  ago. 

Mr.  COON. — Why  should  wool-soouring 

^chines  be  allowed  to  come  in  free? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.— Some  of  them  have 
•een  free  all  iUong. 

Mr.  COON. — ^That  miay  be  so ;  but  these 
machines  are  being  made  here,  and  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  knew  why  they  should  be 
treated  differently  from  other  machines  that 
can  be  made  in  the  Coounonwealth. 

Mr.  Page. — Hall's  patent  wool-scourer 
is  not  made  here. 

Mr.  COON. — Wool-scouring  machines 
aie  niade  in  Australia.  Why  does  a  pro- 
tectioniBt  Ministry  pnq)08e  to  put  tfaem  on 
the  free  list? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[ji.i].— I  hare  an  amendment  prior  to  that 
proposed  by  the  Minister.     I  move — 

That  the  words  "  used  in  the  tanning  of  hides 
and  skins,  snd  in  the  preparation  of  leather,'' 
be  left  out 

The  Minister  has  said  nothing  to  justify 
the  stand  he  is  taking  in  face  of  the  state- 
ment I  have  made  cm  the  floor  of  the 
Hoase. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[i,.2]._I  appeal  to  the  Minister  to  report 

progress. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — T  cannot.  I  might 
as  well  sav  that  we  cannot  do  anything 
more  before  Christmas,  unless  we  go  on, 
even  if  we  have  to  sit  continuously.  We 
have  done  nothing  whatever  to-day.'  T  want 
1  finish  item  166  to-nig^t. 


Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  is  one  of  the 
most  important  items  in  the  whc^  TariflF. 
The  Minister  oug^t  to  make  a  statement 
at  this  stage  as  to  the  exemption  of  special 
machinery  for  hat  and  wool  factories. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — If  I  say  two  words, 
it  gives  rise  to  a  lc»ig  debate,  and,  there- 
fore I  had  better  say  nothing. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  we  shall 
have  to  induce  some  member  of  d>e  Labour 
Party  to  make  the  honorable  member  rise. 
What  is  the  Minister  gmng  to  do  about  the 
special  hat  and  woollen  machinery? 

Mr.  Tui>aft.-~I  think  they  should  all 
pay  duty. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  the  Trea- 
surer will  say  that,  1  shall  be  satisfied.  I 
should  think  the  industries  themselves  do 
not  desire  a  special  favour.  Strange  to  say, 
the  Minister  has  taken  certain  articles  out 
of  the  special  line  dealini;  with  nw- 
chinen-,  and  included  than  in  tlos  item. 
I  refer  to  madiinery  for  scouring  aad 
washing  wool,  and  for  the  manufacture  of 
paper  and  for  felting. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  am  pnqxi^j;  to 
take  out  machinery  for  scouring  and  wash- 
ing wool. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  wish  the 
Treasurer  to  make  them  all  pay  alike. 
Whatever  is  done,  let  them  all  be  classified 
together.  We  should  not  single  oat  the 
hat  raanufacturer. 

Sir  WiixiAM  Lyne. — The  honnable 
member  goes  mad  over  hats. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  would  stt  in  his  chair  all  night, 
rather  than  do  what  is  fair  by  the  C^n- 
mittee.  He  seems  to  think  that  he  is 
doing  excellent  work  if  he  sits  in  his  chair 
and  lets  honorable  members  talk  at  him  ioc 
half  the  day  with  nothing  done.  That  is 
what  he  calls  "  bullocking  it  through."  He 
wastes  half  the  time  of  the  Committee  bv 
that  attitude. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  should  do  so  if 
I  talked. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  will  have  to  talk  before  be  gete  this 
item  througfh. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lvne. — The  honorable 
member  wants  me  to  state  that  I  am  goinf; 
to  put  <Hi  the  free  list  a  lot  of  articles, 
when  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  tell  him  that 
I  can  do  sa 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  simply  wiJ» 
the  honorable  member  to  tell  the  Cpromittee 
now  what  he  proposes  to  do  regatKfi^g  hat- 
makirig  and  woolleti  ma^ii^ery.  -'^ ' 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11.6]. — ^Whatever  is  dooe,  I  am 
not  prepared  at  this  moment  to  say  what 
I  shall  do.  But  if  that  class  of  machinery 
ought  to  be  dutiable,  I  will  make  it  all 
4utiable.  If  I  think  that  machinery  that 
is  not  manufactured  here  should  be  free,  I 
am  not  going  to  pick  out  one  particular 
item  to  be  dealt  with  by  itself.  I  diall 
deal  with  that  class  of  madiinery  as  a 
vhole. 

Mr.  JosEFB  Cook. — Is  the  hcxioraUe 
mendner  referring  to  the  item  now  bekce 
<be  Committee? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  referring 
to  the  line  at  "the  end  of  the  Tariff,  to 
which  the  honcvable  member  has  referred. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable 
member  will  treat  that  machinery  the  same 
as  the  rest? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  will  treat  it 
in  whidbever  way  other  similar  machohery 
15  treated.  There  will  be  no  special  ar- 
ranguneiA. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Farramatta) 
£11.7}. — The  Treasurer's  statement  is  satis- 
factory. I  appeal  to  the  Committee  to 
agree  to  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Robertson.  The  question  ot 
tanning  machinen-  and  tools  was  debated 
for  nearly  a  week  during  the  cwisideration 
of  the  last  Tariff,  and  the  then  Minister 
iJecided  to  put  them  on  the  free  list.  He 
found  that  they  were  not  being  made  in 
■Nfelboume.  S«ne  tanning  maniiiws  arc 
heing  made  here/  but  some  of  them 
are  obsolete.  Now  these  things  are 
sneaked  in  again  under  this  general 
item.  In  the  last  Tariff  nearly  all 
the  different  machines  were  itemized,  but 
now  they  are  brought  together  in 
♦his  innocent  form.  A  number  of  these 
tanning  machines  are  patented  and  are 
not  made  here,  and  cannot  be  done 
without.  They  must  be  imported,  no  mat- 
ter what  duties  are  imposed.  I  appeal  to 
the  MinistCT  to  put  them  on  die  free  list 
^  they  were  before. 

Question — That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
left  out  stand  part  of  the  itfem  (Mr.  Henry 
WiLUs'  amendment) — put.  The  Com- 
mittee divided. 
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Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Amendment    (by  Sir  Wii  iim  Lvne) 
proposed — 

Thai  the  wtHtlf  "  MaduKcrv  for  SeiMrinc  and 
Wuhine  Wool"  be  left 

Mr.  MAHON  (Codgardie)  [ii.ia].— 
The  action  of  the  Treasurer  in  sutnoitting 
this  amendment  is  very  remarkable.  So 
far  as  I  can  judge,  the  wool  industry  is 
well  able  to  pay  any  impost  of  the  kind. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — And  so  should  min- 
ing be. 

Mr.  MAHON.— We  are  not  dealing  with 
mining  now ;  when  we  were  tlw  Treasurer 
was  adamant  against  any  such  concession  as 
he  now  proposes.  In  the  1902  Tariff  thi;  ma- 
chinery was  in  the  free  list,  but  m  x  totally 
different  form  from  that  now  proposed,  see- 
ing that  it  was  placed  there  along  with  a 
number  of  other  items.  In  the  1902  Tariff 
the  exemption  read  as  follows — 

Machinery  for  Scoaring.  Washmff,  Carding, 
Spinning,  Weaving,  and  FiPijtfi^Sl^e  Manu' 
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That  covers  much  more  ground  than  the 
particular  exemption  sought  to  be  intro- 
duced now. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [i  1 .  1 3]. — Perhaps  the  honorable 
member  will  allow  me  to  explain  that  this 
particular  machinery  will  CMne  under  a  new 
Item  which  I  proixwe  to  follow  item  166, 
embracing  machinery  and  parts,  and  acces- 
sories used  in  the  treatment,  manufacture, 
and  finishing  of  fibrous  materials,  and  felt, 
and  felt  hats.  The  new  item  will  embiace 
those  other  items  to  which  the  honorable 
member  referred. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [ii.i4].~I 
object  to  those  articles  being  made  free,  be- 
cause the  industries  omcerned  are  quite 
capable  of  paying  their  share  of  taxation. 
Furthermore,  1  understand  that  this 
machinery  can  be  manufactured  with  com- 
mercial advantage  within  the  Common- 
wealth. The  honorable  member  for  Batman 
informs  me  that  wool  scouring  machinery 
is  made  in  his  electorate. 

Sir  WiLUAU  Lyne. — I  make  the  pro- 
posal because  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Batman  informed  me  that  machinery  for 
wool  scouring  in  the  woollen  mills  came 
in  free,  while  the  machinery  used  for 
scouring  in  the  ordinary  way  was  dutiable. 

Mr.  MAHON. — The  Treasurer  has  the 
remedy  in  his  own  hands,  inasmuch  as  he 
can  impose  a  duty  on  both.  Protectiwiists 
who  desire  to  be  logical  and  consistent 
must  resist  the  Treasurer's  proposal  and 
support  me  in  mv  determination. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [11. zo], 
— I  cannot  reamcile  the  attitude  taken  up 
by  tbe  Government  on  this  question  with 
their  attitude  a  few  moments  ago  in  re- 
ference to  tanning  imachinerj-.  I  voted 
against  the  exemption  of  that  machinery 
from  duty,  because  I  think  that  all  ma- 
chine tools  should  be  placed  upon  exactly 
the  same  footing. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  Minister  has 
prcMnised  to  exempt  machine  tools  enu- 
merated in  this  item. 

Mr.  \yATSON.— But  I  understand  that 
whilst  hat-making  machinery  is  to  be  taken 
out  of  the  free  list  and  subjected  to  a 
duty,  wool-weftving  machinery  is  to  re- 
main in  the  list  of  special  exonptions. 

Mr.  Page. — ^What  protection  do  we  ac- 
cord to  the  woollen  industry  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  receives  a  protec- 
tion of  30  per  cent. 

Mr.  Page. — ^The  product  of  that  indus- 
try has  to  be  sold  in  the  markets  of  the 
world. 


Mr.  WATSON.— I  intend  to  vote  to 
impose  a  slightly  heavier  duty  upon  yams, 
so  as  to  prevent  their  importation.  All  I 
claim  is  that  we  ought  to  impose  a  uniform 
duty  upon  every  class  of  machine  tool. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Irrespective  of 
whether  or  not  the^-  can  be  made  here. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Does  anybody  suggest 
that  wool-washing  machinery  cannot  be 
made  in  the  Commonwealth? 

Mr.  Page.  —  Yes,  I  do.  I  say  that 
Hall's  patent  wool  scourer  is  not  made  in 
Australia. 

Mr.  ,WATSOX.H-That  is  true.  But 
does  the  honorable  member  say  that  a  wool- 
scouring  machine,  which  is  cwie  of  the 
simplest  pieces  of  machinery  imaginable^ 
cannot  be  made  in  the  CcKnmonwealth  ? 

Mr.  Coon. — ^They  are  made  here. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  can  understand  that 
some  machines  which  I  have  se«i  workinj; 
are  made  locally. 

Mr.  Page. — The  Williams  wool-washer 
is  made  in  Australia,  but  that  machine 
cannot  be  compared  with  Hall's  patent  wool- 
scourer. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  say  that  all  machine 
tools  should  be  placed  in  the  same  cate- 
gory, no  matter  for  what  purpose  thev  may 
be  used.  I  am  in  receipt  of  a  letter  fnxn 
seme  tanners  'in  New  South  Wales,  in 
which  they  express  themselves  as  bein;; 
ready  to  pay  a  duty  upon  their  machinery 
so  long  as  other  machinery  is  treated  i.n 
the  same  way.  That  is  a  reasonable  atti- 
tude to  take  up.  I  shall  vote  against  the 
Government's  proposal. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11.28].— I  should  be  sorry  to  keep 
honorable  members  here  very  late  to-night. 
I  did  not  anticipate  that  a  long  debate 
would  take  place  upon  this  question. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Think  it  over  by 
to-morrow. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  will  not 
think  it  over.  I  have  made  up  mv  mind 
upon  it.  But  I  know  that  honorable 
members  are  tired,  and  I  wish  to  be 
reasonable.  Consequently,  I  ask  them 
come  prepared  to-morrow — and  we  shall 
meet  at  11  o'clock  in  the  morning — to  get 
on  with  the  busi.iess  without  undue  debate. 

Mr.  Johnson. — There  has  not  been  much 
discussion  to-day  from  this  side  of  the 
chamber. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  acn  not 
blaming  the  Opposition.  I  think  that  in 
many  respects  we  are  arriving  at  an,Wider- 
stancling  upoi  these  matters,  and,  there- 
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fore,  I  am  led  to  hope  that  we  shall  dis- 
pose of  the  business  engaging  our  atten- 
titxi  without  undue  debate,  and  thus  ob- 
late the  necessity  for  all-night  sittings. 
Vpon  that  understanding.  I  shall  ask  that 
progress  be  reported. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thoscson. — ^We  cannot  sit 
both  night  and  day. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  is  whv 
I  appeal  to  honorable  members  to  assist 
me, 

Mr.  DucALD  Thomson. — Have  we  not 
endeavoured  to  do  so? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— I  quite  admit 
that  the  members  of  the  Opposition  have 
not  talked  very  much  to-day,  and  in  that 
respect,  I  recognise  that  they  have  extended 
consideration  to  the  Go\-ernment. 

Progress  reported. 

SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion  (by  Sir  Wiluaic  Lyne)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  House,  at  its  risiog,  adjourn  until 
It  a.m.  to-monrow. 

House  adjourned  at  11.30  p.m. 


^ousr  of  ISrpresrntatibfs. 

Thursdayt  28  November^  ^907. 


the  House.  If  he  intends  to  submit  a 
motion' in  the  House  of  course  I  cannot 
object  to  the  motion  which  he  now  desires 
to  move.    Otherwise  it  cannot  be  moved. 

Mt.  KNOX.— The  matter  will  come  for- 
ward for  consideration  in  connexion  with 
the  Tariff. 

NATIVES  OF  PAPUA. 

yiT.  McWILLIAMS.— I  l>eg  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  if  he  will  lay  upon  the 
table  of  the  HiciuSe  any  icommunication 
which  he  has  received  in  regard  to  the 
natives  of  Papua,  and  also  if  he  will  obtain 
from  the  Director  of  Agriculture  a  report 
on  the  condition  of  the  natives  working  in 
Papua,  especially  on  the  mines. 

Mr.  DEAKIX.— Last  night  the  honor- 
able member  was  good  enough  to  mentim 
this  matter  to  me,  and  this'morning  I  asked 
for  a  report,  though  in  recent  reports  Mr. 
Stanifnrth  Smith  has  referred  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  natives  in  emplovment  in  gene- 
ral terms  of  approval.  He  had  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  there  had  been 
an  undue  amount  of  sickness  among  car- 
riers, but,  on  inquirv,  it  had  Ijeen  dis- 
covered that  the  c(Miditi<Mi  of  the  rest  houses 
had  been  allowed  to  become  insanitary,  with 
the  result  that  dysentery  had  become  preva- 
lent. The  insanitary  conditioi  has  been 
removed.  That  appears  to  have  been  the 
only  sickness  to  which  he  has  recently  called 
attention. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  11  a.m. 
and  read  prayers. 

PETITION. 

Mr.  KNOX. — I  beg  to  present  a  petitkm. 
from  3,648  professors  and  teachers  of  music 
in  the  State  of  VictCBia,  who  pray  the 
House  not  to  consent  to  the  increase<1 
duty  on  pianos.  I  invite  hwiorable  mem- 
bers to  examine  the  petition,  which  is 
unique  in  form,  while  every  signature  is 
that  of  a  registered  music  teacher. 

Petition  received  and  read. 

Mr.  KNOX. — Mr.  Speaker,  in  view  of 
the  unique  character  of  the  petition,  and 
the  trouble  and  care  which  have  been  taken 
in  connexion  with  its  comi»lation,  I  should 
like  to  move  that  its  text  be  printed  for 
circulation. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Under  the  Standing 
Orders  that  motion  cannot  be  moved  unless 
the  honorable  member  gives  an  assuraii^'e 
that  be  intends  to  take  action  thereon  in 


TELEPHONE  ADMINISTRATION. 

Metallic  Circuits  and  TLTiNELS: 
Rates  :  Newcastle  Service  :  Supply 
OF   New  Switchboards  ;  Melbournx 

AND  Sydney  Service. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  desire 
to  ask  the  Postmaster-General  a  question 
in  regard  to  the  statement  in  the  press 
that,  in  anticipation  of  the  electrification 
of  the  railways  and  tramways  in  Melbourne, 
steps  are  being  taken  to  have  a  complete 
metallic  circuit  and  underground  tunnel 
in  connexion  with  the  telephone  service. 
I  desire  to  know  what  action  is  being  taken 
in  Sydney  for  completing  the  metallic  cir- 
cuit and  underground  tunnel,  because  for 
years  the  telephwie  service  has  been  af- 
fected seriously  by  the  induction  from  the 
electric  tramway  service.  The  suffering  ha.- 
la.^ited  for  a  long  time,  and  I  want  to  know 
what  steps  have  been,  or,are  goirK  to  he 
taken  to  complete  the  m«a©.OS^t  aini 
underground  tunnel  ? 
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\U.  MAUGER.— I  am  fully  seized  of 
the  importance  of  the  matter  mentioned  by 
the  honorable  member.  In  Sydney  works 
to  the  end  mentioned  are  in  progress,  and 
will  be  continued.  A  further  vote  will  be 
asked  for  in  order  to  carry  them  to  a  suc- 
cessful conclusion. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.  —  I  desire  to 
know  if  the  Postmaster-General  has  yet 
taken  any  step  to  do  away  with  those  ano- 
malies ini  regard  to  telephone  charges 
which  have  been  a  source  of  so  much  com- 
ment in  the  House — the  differential  treat- 
ment of  subscribers  to  private  telephones? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Yes.  I  have  endea- 
voured to  meet  what  I  regard  as  the  well- 
grounded  complaints  of  honorable  mem- 
bers by  extending  the  distance  for  the 
minimum  charge  from  one  mile  to  two 
miles,  and  also  by  making  an  additional 
charge  of  los.  for  every  quarter  of  a  mile 
or  fraction  thereof,  and  20s.  for  everv  ad- 
ditional half-mile.  That  will,  I  think, 
meet  the  majority  of  the  cases.  If,  how- 
ever, I  find  that  it  does  not,  we  will  taake 
a  further  extension  in  order  to  make  the 
charges  equitable. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  when  the  amended 
mileage  rates  for  telephones  will  come  into 
operation  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— On  the  ist  January. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— Since  it  is  stated  that 
an  order  for  a  new  switchboard  must  be 
placed  in  America  two  years  before  it  h 
required,  I  wish  to  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether  he  does  not  think  that  a 
better  business  arrangement  should  be 
adopted  by  the  Department,  so  that  the 
telephonic  service  in  any  town  or  city  may 
not  in  the  meantime  be  held  up  and  dis- 
organized ? 

Mr.  MAUGFR.— I  think  that  the  De- 
partment needs  to  have  at  its  disposal  a 
considerablv  larger  amount  of  money  than 
it  has,  so  that  it  could  take  steps  to  antici- 
pate any  such  abnormal  growth  of  the  tele- 
phone service  as  has  occurred  in  my  honor- 
able friend's  constituency. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— What  action  does  the 
Postmaster-General  propose  to  take  pend- 
ing the  securing  of  a  new  switdiboard  to 
improve  the  telephone  system  in  the  New- 
castle district? 

Nfr.  MAUGER.  —  T  propose  pre- 
senting to  the  Cabinet  a  minute  asking  that 
the  hecessary  funds  be  provided,  and  to  do 


all  that  I  can  in  the  meantime  to  remedy 
the  disorganization. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Is  the  Post- 
master-General aware  that  owing  to  the 
congesti<xi  of  business  in  the  local  tele- 
phone services  of  Melbourne  and  Sydney  it 
is  practically  impossHile  to  speak  between 
Sydney  and  Melbourne,  and,  if  so,  will  he 
take  steps  to  have  the  line  made  clear  so 
that  it  will  be  possible  to  speak  without 
interruption  between  local  or  subuiban 
exchanges  in  the  two  capitals?  The  serrice 
would  thus  be  popularized. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Everything  that  can  be 
done  in  the  directim  indicated  by  the 
honorable  member  will  be  done. 

LONDON  DOCKS, 

Storage  and  Refkigeratino 
Accommodation. 

Mr.  GLYNN.  —  In  last  week's  news- 
papers there  appeared  a  cablegram  from 
England,  stating  that  the  Imperial  Go- 
vernment were  about  to  introduce  a  Bill 
for ,  the  improvement  of  London  port  and 
docks.  I  desire  to  ask  whether  the  Prime 
Minister  will  consider  the  advisable- 
ness  of  making  a  friendly  suggestion  to  the 
Imperial  Government  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  better  repaddng  and 
storage  and  refrigerating  processes  at  the 
docks,  such  as  exist  in  Hamburg  for  perish- 
able produce? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— A  project  for  a  Bill  for 
the  purpose  menticmed  by  the  honorable 
member  has  been  before  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament for  some  time,  and  I  tfiink  that 
a  first  Bill  has  been  laid  before  the 
House  of  Cnnmons.  The  matter  is  doubt- 
less bein^  watctied  anxiously  by  the 
Agents -General  for  the  States,  and  the 
Commcxiwealtb  Govenmient  will  certainly 
have  no  objection  to  calling  attenticm  to 
the  fact  th^  in  such  a  scheme  it  would  be 
well  to  make  provision  for  cod  storage  ac- 
commodation. As  the  honorable  xaeaher 
is  aware,  however,  in  England  that  would 
only  be  open  to  private  enterprise. 

EXPORT  OF  BUTTER  TO  THE 
PHILIPPINES. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— I  wish  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  a  question  without  notice. 
It  has  come  under  my  observation,  from 
reading  some  Chinese  newspapers,  that  in 
Manila,  in  the  Philippines,  an  embargo 
has  been  put  upon  the  importation  of  Aus- 
tralian butter,  on  account  of  the  preserva- 
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tivM  that  are  used.  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  the  Prime  Minister  can  give  the 
House  any  infwmation  upon  that  subject  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Yes;  on  a  statement 
being  published  to  the  effect  mentioned  by 
the  honorable  member,  we  comiminicated 
by  cable  with  the   Philippines,   and  the 
statement  has  been  cmfirmed.    As  I  in- 
formed the  House  previously,  the  addition 
of  boric  acid  or  borun — which,  is  the  pre- 
servative mainly  used  in  Australian  butter 
— renders  it  ineligible  to  be  received  in  the 
Philippines,  except  in  bond  for  the  pur- 
pose of  re-export.     Owing  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  Capriconua,  I  was  able 
to  take  advantage  of  the  presence  in  Mel- 
bourne of  the   British   Vice-Consul  for 
Manila — who  was  passing  through  only  a 
week  or  two  ago---to  discover  fr<mi  him 
the  present  position.     We  have  a  list  of 
the  preservatives  authorized  there,  but  they 
do  not  appear  to  be  applicable  to  butter. 
In  fact,  salt  seems  the  «ily  {M'eservative 
that  may  be  used  for  the  preservation  of 
butter.     It  really  aj^ars  as  if  the  list 
of  preservatives  was  drawn — either  inten- 
tiooally    or  unintentionally — in    stich  a 
manner  as  {N-actically  to  exclude  Austra- 
lian butter.     Other  regulations  have  also 
been  employed  in  a  severe  manner  in  re^ 
gard  to  live  cattle,  though  that  has  not  yet 
affected  the  Commcmwealth.     But  we  are 
communicating  at  some  length  in  regard  to 
these  matters,  because  at  present  it  seems 
almost  impossibile  for  shippers  from  Aus- 
tralia or  elsewhere  to  be  perfectly  certain 
of  the  principle  upon  which  the  authorities 
in  Manila  intend  to  proceed. 
'   Mr.  Watson. — Is  it  not  possible  to 
preserve  butter  without  the  use  of  boric 
acid? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Certainly;  but. 
parently,  every  preservative  «cept  salt  is 
ccxidemned. 

Mr.  Watson.— I  should  thiiA  that  the 
use  of  salt,  with  cool  storage,  ought  to  be 
sufficient. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — How  do  they  get 
their  butter  there? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— They  get  it  salted. 
The  information  supplied  to  me  is  that  the 
>>utter  which  is  exported  to  the  Philippine* 
from  America  is  salted. 

Mr.  Mai^nev. — The  butter  one  gets 
there  is  very  good  indeed.  It. is  imported 
in  oool  stOTage,  of  course. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  official  list  of  pi«- 
servatives  is  not  clearly  understood  bv  our 
exporters,  and  I  intend  to  make  further  in- 
quiries. 


ELECIRIFICATION  OF  VICTORIAN 
RAILWAYS. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.  —  Has  the 
Prime  Minister  read  in  the  newspapers  a 
statement  made  by  the  Premier  ot  Vic- 
toria that  if  the  surburban  railways  of  Mel- 
bourne were  electrified,  ^^200,000  would 
be  the  cost  in  duties  to  the  State  of  Vic- 
toria? In  view  of  this  statement,  will  the 
Prime  Minister  say  whether  it  is  not  a  fact 
that  three-fourths  of  the  money  obtained 
by  such  duties  at  first  goes  back  to  the 
States,  that  a  large  amount  is  spent  up«i 
the  Victorian  brjtnches  of  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice taken  over  by  the  Commonwealth  from 
the  State,  and  that  a  further  amount  of  it 
is  spent  in  new  services,  of  which  Victoria 
gets  a  fair  share,  and  that  the  rest  is  alsu 
returned  to  the  State. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  had  not  happened  to 
notice  the  statement  by  the  Premier  of 
Victoria  to  which  the  honorable  member 
has  called  attention;  but  if  he  is  respon- 
sible for  such  a  statement  1  hope  that  he 
will  also  take  the  opportunity  of  perusing 
the  honorable  member's  well  grounded  ar- 
gument. 

IMMIGRATION  FROM  AMERICA  TO 
GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  wish  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister,  without  notice,  whether 
he  has  observed  in  the  morning  newspapers 
a  cable  stating  that  there  is  an  unprece- 
dented rush  of  artisans  and  workpeople 
from  protective  America  and  Canada  to 
free-trade  Great  Britain;  and  whether  he 
proposes  to  take  any  steps  to  show  those' 
I>eople  the  advanta^  offered  by  Protec- 
tionist Australia  to  immigrants  of  that 
character  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— While  I  have  seen  the 
-cablegram  to  which  the  honorable  member 
refers,  and  am  only  too  happy  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  any  oppcwtunity  of  advertising 
Australia,  I  hope  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber will  bear  that  fact  in  mind  when  deal- 
ing with  the  proposals  we  have  now  before 
-US  for  increasing  the  employment  of  ar- 
tisans in  Australia. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Will  the  Prime 
Minister,  when  trying  to  do  his  best  for 
Australia  in  regard  to  those  workmen  whn 
are  said  to  be  rushing  to  the  Old  Countrv 
from  Canada  and  the  United  States,  take 
care  to  infcmn  them,  if  he  disseminates  any 
facts  at  all,  tfaaj.  t|ie  proposals  we  are  mak- 
ing in  the  diiecnon  he  suggests  are  ver^ 
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much  below  the  duties  which  already  ob- 
tain in  countries  from  which  they  are  escap- 
ing? 

Mr.  DEAKIX.— The  question  is,  as  I 
understand  it,  whether  I  will  inform  the 
migrating  workmen  that  the  protection  af- 
fomed  Mte  is  less  than  that  obtaining  in 
America.  Well,  I  slrould  be  rather  reluc- 
tant to  do  that,  because  I  do  not  think 
that  it  would  tell  in  our  favotn-.  I  should 
]»efer  to  show  them  that  thev  haw  a  bet- 
ter field  of  employment  in  Australia. 

MAIL  SERVICE  TO  EUROPE. 

Interim  Service — Differential 
Freights. 

Mr.  KXOX. — Perhaps  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter will  allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question 
without  notice — whether  he  has  been  alile 
to  make  arrangements  with  the  Orient 
Steam  Navigation  ■Company  in  regard  to 
expediting  tlwir  mail  service  during  the  in- 
terim period? 

Mr.  DEAKIX. — Some  progress  has  been 
made.  Cnmmunications  have  been  passing 
between  the  agents  of  the  oxnpany  and 
their  managers  in  Ltmdon,  and  I  hope  that 
— probably  next  week — I  shall  be  able  to 
obtain  a  definite  statement  on  the  subject. 

Sir  JOHN"  FORREST.— I  should  like 
to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether  the 
differential  freight  now  charged  by  ocean 
mail  steamers  calling  at  Fremantle  is 
to  ccHitinue  until  the  new  mail  contract 
comes  into  operation,  two  years  hence,  or 
whether  some  arrangement  has  been  made 
with  the  Orient  Steam  Navigation  Com- 
pany by  which  the  practice  of  imposing 
an  additional  freight  of  los.  per  ton  on 
goods  from  Lwidon  to  Fremantle  over 
goods  from  London  to  Adelaide,  Mel- 
bourne and  Sydney  is  at  once  to  cease  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  equalization  of 
freights  is  a  ctMidition  of  the  main  contract. 
There  is  no  pnnision  of  that  nature  in  the 
interim  contract,  which  merely  carries  on 
the  existing  arrangement  for  the  carriage  of 
mails. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  is  a  two  years' 
extension. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— That  is  an  extension 
of  a  contract  for  the  delivery  of  letters  at 
Adelaide,  and  having  no  cargo  conditions. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Will  the  Prime 
Minister  make  represent^ions  to  the  com- 
pany in  legard  to  Uie  matter? 

Mr.  DEAKIN— Yei. 


NORTHERN  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  wish  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister,  without  notice,  whether 
negotiations  are  still  proceeding  with  the 
South  Australian  Government,  with  a  view 
to  the  taking  over  of  the  NMthem  Terri- 
tory by  the  C<Mnmonwealth ;  and,  if  so. 
whether  the  Prime  Minister^  has  notioed 
that  the  South  Australian  Government  are 
piling;  up  the  int^est  upon  the  enormous 
fictitious  debt  of  the  Territory,  and  that 
the^  are  adding  to  it  this  year  a  further 
defidt  of  >£40,ooo  or  ^£50,000? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  can  express  no 
opinion,  of  course,  as  to  the  fictitiousness 
or  otherwise  of  any  debt  on  account  of  tfie 
Northern  Territory ;  but  the  latest  inform- 
ation from  South  Australia  is  that  the  ques- 
tion is  before  the  Legislati^'e  Council, 
where  the  proposals  are  not  being  unfavor- 
ably received.  The  result  of  the  decision 
of  that  Chamber  is,  of  course,  material  in 
making  a  reply,  because,  should  it  be 
adverse,  we  shall  have  no  interest  in  the 
question.  I  hesitate,  under  the  circum- 
stances, to  comment  upon  the  matter  in  any 
way  until  it  comes  practically  before  this 
Parliament 

SUPPLIES  FOR  POSTAL  DEPART- 
MENT, SOUTH  AUSTRALIA. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON.— I  wish  to  ask  the 
Postmaster- General  whether  it  is  not  a  fact 
that  the  Supply  and  Tender  Board  of 
South  Australia  has  more  power  in  re- 
gard to  ordering  goods  for  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department  in  that  State  than 
has  the  Deputy  Postraasler-Gtneral  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  cannot  s.-iy ;  but  I 
know  that  the  Board  in  future  will  have 
no  power  in  that  regard. 

CHRISTMAS  RECESS. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  desire  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister,  without  notice,  whether 
be  has  taken  into  consideration— or,  if  he 
has  not  taken  into  consideration,  will  he 
endeavour  to  inform  honorable  members 
socm — the  date  when  the  House  will  be 
likely  to  rise  for  the  Christmas  holidays? 
I  believe  that  if  it  were  known  what  is  in 
the  mind  of  the  Government— I  do  not,  of 
course,  want  to  bind  them  down  to  too  de- 
finite a  statement — more  expedition  in  the 
transaction  of  buriness  would  result  than 

t«*  h^finit^  %gimfly>G^l^ 
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Mr.  DEAKIN. — ^Havin^  in  view  the 
fact  that  we  are  now  dealing  with  one  of 
the  most  contentious  parts  of  the  Tariff, 
covering  a  great  variety  of  dutiable 
articles,  or  articles  which  may  be  made 
dutiable,  one  has  to  recognise  that  the  slow- 
ness of  the  progress  made  is  n(M:  a  fair  test 
of  the  general  progress  we  hope  to  make. 
I  still  trust  that  not  later  than  the  second 
week  of  the  month  upcm  which  we  arc 
about  to  enter,  we  shall  have  concluded 
our  work  upon  the  Tariff,  and  shall,  there- 
fore, be  able  to  take  our  Christmas  holi- 
days. 

Mr.  McDonald.— In  the  event  of  the 
Tariff  not  being  passed  by  this  House  be- 
fore Christmas,  will  the  Prime  Minister 
take  into  consideration  the  desirableness  of 
oui*  reassembling  after  the  holidays  not 
later  than  the  second  week  in  January,  so 
that  honor^^le  members  representing  far 
distant  parts  of  the  Commonwealth  may 
have  an  opportunity  to  visit  their  constitu- 
encies at  least  once  in  the  year  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN*.— If  we  should  be  so  un- 
fortunate as  not  to  pass  the  Tariff  before 
Christmas  we  shall  certainly  have  to  meet 
in  the  second  or  third  week  in  January. 

SATURDAY  AXD  MONDAV 
SITTINGS. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— Has  the  Prime  Min- 
ister yet  determined  whether  or  not  the 
House  is  to  sit  on  Saturday  next  as  well 
as  on  Monday  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.-~It  will  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  sit  on  Monday,  and  I  fear  it 
will  be  necessary,  after  our  experience  of 
last  night,  to  meet  also  on  Saturday. 

HAT-MAKIXG  MACHINERY. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs,  upon  notice — 

1.  Ii  it  a  fact  that  under  the  1902  Tariff  all 
machinery  uied  in  the  Tarions  processes  of 
maoufactare  of  fibrous  materials  for  the  pro- 
duction of  bati  has  been  exempted  from  duty  by 
«  rdiate  of  the  whole  amount  paid  as  soon  as 
such  machinery  was  installed  for  use? 

2.  What  is  the  aggregate  amount  of  duties 
to  rebated  daring  the  penod  1903  to  date  ? 

3.  Ib  it  not  proposed — under  the  Tariff  now  in 
force — to  rebate  the  whole  of  the  duty  paid  00 
all  machinery  used  in  .lb«  maanfaclufe  of  felt 
and  felt  bats  as  soon  ai  nch  machinery  has 
been  installed  for  use? 


Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.  —  The 
answers  to  the  honorable  member's  ques- 
tions are  as  follow — 

1.  Under  the  igoi  Tariff  machinery  for 
scouring,  washing,  spinning,  weaving,  and  'hni^h- 
ing  the  manufacture  of  fibrous  materials  was 
free.  The  method  was  not  one  of  rebate,  but 
complete  exemption. 

2.  No  distinction  was  made  in  the  returns 
between  this  class  of  machinery  and  other  ma- 
chinery, which  vas  free.  Consequently,  the  in- 
formation desired  cannot  be  supplied. 

3.  The  omditions  mentioned  in  answer  i 
were  always  held  to  include  the  bat-making 
machinery  mentioned.  This  machinery  is  now 
si>ecifically  mentioned  for  the  sake  of  clearness 
only. 

ALLEGED  BARRISTERS'  COMBINE. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  asked  the  Attorney- 
General,  upon  notice — 

1.  Has  his  attention  been  drawn  to  a  state- 
ment, made  at  a  meeting  of  the  Victorian  Law 
Institute  on  Monday  night  last,  to  the  effect 
that  a  Barristers'  Combine  existed,  composed 
of  Queensland,  Victoria,  and  New  South  Wales 
barristers,  the  members  of  which  decided  that 
they  would  not  hold  a  brief  with  any  other 
members  of  the  profession  before  the  High 
Court  except  in  cases  where  the  other  barrister 
appeared  before  the  Court  when  silting  in  his 
oven  State?  In  other  words,  members  of  the  Bar 
in  Western  Australia  were  not  to  hold  a  brief 
e^cept  in  Western  Australia. 

2.  Is  not  such  combination  for  such  purposes 
in  contravention  of  clause  49  of  the  Judiciary 
Act  1903,  which  states  : — "  Any  person  entitled 
to  practise  as  a  barrister  or  solicitor  or  both  in 
any  State  shall  have  the  right  to  practise  in  any 
Federal  Court"? 

3.  Is  not  such  action  as  referred  to  bv  the 
Barristers'  Combination  in  opposition  to  section 
117  of  the  Commonwealth  Constitution,  which 
states  ; — "  A  subject  of  the  Queen,  resident  in 
any  State,  shall  not  be  subject  in  any  other 
State  to  any  disability  or  discrimination  which 
would  not  be  equally  applicable  to  him  if  he 
were  a  subject  of  the  Queen  resi'ent  in  such 
other  State  ? 

4.  If  the  law  at  present  existing  is  sufficient  to 
prevent  the  power  of  the  Combine  to  enforce 
the  discttroination  mentioned,  will  he  take  steps 
to  conserve  the  rights  of  individual  barristers 
against  whom  the  Combine  operates;  if  not,  wilt 
he  consider  the  advisability  of  so  amending  the 
law  as  to  effect  such  purpose? 

Mr.  GROOM.  —  The  answers  to  the 
honorable    member's    questicHis    are  as 

follow  

It  is  not  in  accordance  with  Parliamentary 
practice  for  roe  to  express  such  an  opinion  as 
asked  for;  but  my  attehtion  has  been  drawn  to 
the  two  different  statements  in  the  daily  press 
referring  to  an  agreement.  In  the  absence  of 
any  definite  information  of  the  precise  nature 
of  the  agreement,  it  is  impossible  to  form  any 
opinion  as  to  its  legality.  However,  I  will 
endeavour  to  ascertain  whether,  anv  atnangement 
of  such  a  nature  with  refefWOn)9«<f  ederal 
Courts  has  been  made.  ^ 
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TARIFF. 

In  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  (Cwi- 
sideration  resumed  from  27th  November, 
1907,  vide  page  6725): 

Postpoaed  item  *i66.  Machinery  and  Ma- 
chines; and  Machine  Tools  n.e.i-i  vii.  : — 

(A)  Machines  n.e.i.,  used  in  the  tanning  of 
hidct  and  skins,  and  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  leatbei;  automatic  can-mak- 
mg  and  closing  machines;  machinery 
for  scouting  and  waahing  woolj 
machinery  lor  the  manufacture  of 
paper,  and  for  felting;  soap-cutting 
machines;  artesian  boring  machines, 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  as  per  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  ao  per  cent. 

*(■)  Machine  Tools: — 

flat-makiDg — hydraulic  blocking  press  for 
making  straw  hats. 

IndianUber  working — hose  machines;  steel 
stamps;  steel  tyre  mandrils;  spread- 
ing ;  tread  drums ;  washer  cutting. 

Metal  working — wire  nettiny  machines; 
blowers  for  foundry  and  mining 
purposes;  pneumatic  hammers;  steam 
hammers,  up  to  and  including  sizes 
up  to  16  in.  cylinders;  punching  and 
shearing  machines,  combined  or 
separate,  siaes  up  to  }  in. ;  slotting 
macbinei,  siies  op  to  12  in.  stroke; 
centering  machines  to  center  up  to 
6  in.  diameter;  bolt  screwing  and 
nut  tapping,  combined  or  separate, 
sizes  above  i  in-,  and  up  to  a  in.; 
bending  rolls  in  sites  to  bend  up  to 
)  in.  plate. 

Artesian  boring  tools  n-e.i. 

Bott-Buking  machine  tools,  D.e.i. 

TVe  benders  and  sbrinken. 

Tinsmiths'  tools  being  machine;  ad  val. 
(Genenl    Tariff),    1$    per    cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom)  20  per  cent. 
'Subject  to  rebate  under  the  conditions  speci- 
fied in  the  schedule  hereto. 

Upon  which  Sir  Williak  Lyne  had  moved 
by  way  of  amendment — 

That  the  words  "  Machinery  for  scouring  and 

washing  wool"  be  left  out. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[11.28], — The  way  lias  been  cleared  for 
our  dealing  with  this  item  in  an  equitable 
manner  smce  the  declaration  made  last 
night  by  the  Treasurer  that  he  intended 
to  take  out  the  special  exemption  of  items 
relating  to  the  hat  industry  and  the  woollen 
industry  generally.  We  ought  to  make  no 
distinction  l)etween  one  trade  and  another 
regarding  things  which  are  in  the  nature 
of  tools  and  preliminary  requirem^ts.  All 
ought  to  be  placed,  as  far  aa  possible,  on 
the  same  footing,  and  I  take  it  that  much 
of  the  cause  of  complaint  on  the  part  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Maranoa  has 
now  been  removed.  If  I  remeniber  rightly 
foe  built  up  his  complaint  principally  on 
the  ground    that  certain  industries  were 


being  specially  treated,  and  he  urged  that 
such  treatment  should  also  be  extended  to 
wool-washing  machinery. 

Sir  WiLLiAU  Lyne. — Scouring  ma- 
chinery ifx  use  in  woollen  mills  was  free 
before. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Why  it  should 
be  free  when  the  machinery  employed  in 
other  industries  is  taxed  is  beyond 
my  comprehensiwi.  Why  cannot  the 
woollen  industry,  which  has  been  highly 
protected,  pay  its  fair  quota  to 
other  industries  which  are  making 
tools  and  machinery  in  the  ordinary  way? 
There  are  some  industries  for  which  we 
cannot  do  very  much,  even  though  we  do 
our  best  in  the  direction  of  protectitm.  We 
cannot  assist  the  currier  and  tanner  very 
much  with  duties,  since  he  manufactures 
largely  for  export.  Why,  therefore,  shcNild 
we  tax  his  tools  of  trade,  when  we  exempt 
the  tools  of  tracie  required  in  an  industry 
peculiarly  susceptible  to  the  benefits  of 
protection,  whatever  they  may  be?  I  hope 
the  Treasurer  will  agree  to  treat  all  m- 
dustries  alike  so  far  as  thar  tools  of  trade 
are  concerned.  I  am  sure  I  can  appeal  to 
the  sense  of  fairness  of  the  honorable 
member  ^ac  Maranoa  not  to  press  hia 
views  unduly  if  other  trades  are  bein^ 
treated  exactly  as  the  one  in  which  be  is 
interested.  I  have  a  suggestion  to  make 
in  connexion  with  this  series  of  items.  I 
think  that  there  ought  to  be  a  uniform 
duty  imposed  on  tools  of  trade,  and,  per- 
sonally I  should  not  be  (prepared  to  make 
it  more  than  15  per  cent. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  would  be  sim- 
ply a  re^'entie  duty. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— \o,  it  would 
slightly  protective.  I  take  it  that  it  is  a 
fundamental  principle  even  with  protec- 
tionists that  tools  of  trade  should  as  far  as 
possible  be  free.  No  better  evidence  of 
that  could  be  found  than  in  the  very  full 
list  of  exemptions  provided  for  already.  A 
duty  of  15  per  cent,  on  these  lines  would 
be  slightly  protective,  and  I  think  suffi- 
ciently protective  having  regard  to  the  class 
of  articles  in  question.  What  I  suggest 
is  that  we  should  make  all  these  things  sub- 
ject to  a  uniform  duty  of  15  per  c«it.,  and 
that  having  done  so  we  should  strike  out 
item  169,  which  appears  to  me  to  confer  a 
very  dangerous  power  on  the  Customs  au*^ 
thorities.  Under  that  item  provision  is 
made  for  the  free  admission  of — 

Tools  of  trade  for  the  use^-«f  nrtitnns  and 
mechanics  and  tools  in  generaNjnOfl)fi«&ibed 
by  departmental  by-lawi.  '  ^ 
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I  do  not  think  *e  should  put  that  power  in 
the  hands  of  the  Customs  authorities. 

Sir  William  Lywe. — I  am  thoroughly 
opposed  to  taxing  tools  of  trade  that  can- 
not be  made  here. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— So  b  every  one 
«l«e.  Might  X  suggeit  to  the  Treasurer 
that  he  hftB  all  the  power  be  needs  under 
item  itiS? 

Sir  WiLLLAM  Lyne.— No,  it  might  take 
twelve  months  to  give  effect  to  that  pro- 
vision. We  should  have  to  get  a  resolution 
ipassed  through  both  Houses  of  PaiUament. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  do  not  quite 
see  how  that  could  be.  The  Government 
control  the  business,  they  could  bring  down 
a  resolution  at  any  time  they  pleased,  and 
it  should  not  take  twelve  months  or  even 
twelve  days  to  pass  it  through  Parliament, 
unless  the  Minittry  desired  that  it  should 
take  longer. 

Sir  WiLUAH  Ltnb. — My  experience  of. 
Tariff  debates  teadtes  me  otherwise^ 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  do  not  kiww 
what  the  honorable  gentleman  is  referring 
to,  but  since  he  has  made  that  statement  I 
wish  to  reply  to  an  insulting  interjection 
made  just  now  by  the  Government  Whip, 
to  the  effect  that  if  the  House  is  to  rise 
at  .Chrishnas  the  leader  of  the  Oppositiw 
should  be  consulted  and  asked  to  say  whe- 
ther he  would  allow  it.  That  is  good,  con- 
sidering that  the  whole  of  yesterday's  sit- 
ting was  taken  up  entirely  speeches  from 
h(morable  members  on  tt»  Government  side. 

Mr.  Watson. — Honorable  members  in 
the  comer  opposite  had  a  good  deal  to  say. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.  —  Really,  I 
think  the  Government  mi^t  try  to  keep 
their  own  side  in  order,  that  we  may  get 
throueh  with  the  consideration  of  the 
Tariff  in  decent  time.  The  talk  from  the 
other  aide  has  been  interminable  during 
the  whole  of  this  week,  and  that  is  why  we 
have  not  made  better  progress.  In  the 
circumstances,  it  is  idle  for  the  Govern- 
ment Whip  to  suggest  that  honwable  mem- 
bers on  this  side  are  obstructing  business. 
I  am  making  a  suggestion  which,  if  agreed 
to  by  the  Treasurer,  would  save  a  day*s 
debate  on  this  very  debatable  item.  I 
suggest  that  he  should  agree  to  a  uniform 
duty  on  all  tools  of  trade  and  machines 
which  in  their  nature  are  tools  of  trade. 
The  honorable  gentleman  has  already 
agreed  to  take  out  of  the  schedule  at  the 
«-nd  of  the  Tariff,  specially  favoured  in- 
dustries. In  accOTdance  with  the  sug- 
gestion I  have  made,  I  am  prepared 
now  to  move  that  the  General  Tariff  duty 


of  25  per  cent,  be  left  out  with  a  view  to 
inserting  15  per  cent,  with  the  understand- 
ing that  that  duty  should  be  ai^Ued  to  all 
similar  articles. 

Sir  William  Lvne.  —  The  honorable 
member  will  not  be  able  to  get  what  lie 
wants  in  that  way. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— Will  the  Trea- 
surer state  his  objectim  to  the  pn^Kwal, 
and  so  save  the  time  of  the  Committee? 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [11.38I.— It  is 
refreshing  to  hear  the  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta  advocating  protection,  or 
objecting  to  put  anything  on  the  free  list. 
I  think  the  honorable  member  is  under 
SMne  misconception,  and  is  assuming  that 
this  wool-scourtng  machinery  is  associated 
cmly  with  the  woollen  industry.  It  is  only 
in  the  out-back  districts  that  ver^  much 
wool-scouring  is  dwie  at  the  present  time. 
Owing  to  the  fact  that  German  and  other 
Continental  buyers  come  into  our  markets 
and  buy  wool  on  the  spot,  very  much  less 
wool-scouring  is  done  on  the  coast  than 
used  to  be  the  case.  It  is  in  my  elec- 
torate, and  in  the  electorate  of  the  hmior- 
able  member  for  Maranoa,  in  districts  500 
miles  from  the  coast,  that  wool-scouring 
is  chiefly  carried  mi  at  the  present  time, 
in  order  to  lessen  the  weight  of  the  wool 
that  must  be  taken  to  ports. 

Mr.  Watson. — There  is  not  as  much 
wool-scouring  done  in  those  districts  as 
there  used  to  be. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— There  is  a  great  deal 
done  at  Coonamble,  where  there  is  a  very 
large  wool-scouring  establishment,  and 
also  at  Bourke.  The  wool-scouring 
done  out  back  has  increased,  whilst 
it  has  decreased  on  the  coast.  Hon- 
orable members  should  remember  that 
wool-scouring  is  not  done  by  the  big  wool 
kings,  but  is  an  industry  whidi  in  manv 
cases  is  in  the  hands  of. working  men,  and 
is  a  large  employer  of  bush  I^XHir. 
A  good  deal  of  the  machinery  used  for 
wool-scouring  may  have  been  made  locally, 
but  some  of  the  best  is  covered  by  patent 
rights,  and  could  not  be  made  here.  There 
IS  a  somewhat  limited  demand  for  it,  and, 
therefore,  its  free  admission  would  not  in- 
terfere very  much  with  the  engineering 
trade.  On  the  other  hand,  a  high  duty 
on  it  would  put  a  considerable  tax  pn  an 
important  industry  that  is  already  fairly 
heavily  taxed  through  the  great  cost  of 
taking  the  marhinerv  long  distances  in-' 
land,  especially  in  Queensland  and  New 
South  Wales.  The  machines  are  practi- 
cally the  tools  of  trade  of  an  industry 
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which  gi^-es  considerable  ranployment  to 
labour  in  the  back  country,  where  the 
workers  have  few  other  advantages,  and 
the  Minister  is  right  in  proposing  to  put 
them  on  the  free  list. 

Mr.  COON  (Batman)  [11.42].— These 
machines  are  made  here.  The  patentee  is 
Mr.  Hall,  of  my  electorate.  He  has  had 
the  patent  for  the  last  thirty -eight 
years.  I  believe  the  patent  has  now 
run  out.  Messrs.  Hall  Bros.  and 
Company  have  made  150  of  the  ma- 
chines here.  Previous  to  their  cwnpeti- 
tion  the  price  of  the  imported  machine 
was  ;^^75o.  To-day  the  price  is  ^£500 — 
a  reduction  of  ^^^250  through  the  establish- 
ment of  the  local  industry.  I  stand  here 
as  a  protectionist  and  as  an  advocate  for 
the  farmer,  so  that  he  may  get  his 
machinery  cheap.  1  want  the  primary  pro- 
ducers to  share  in  the  benefits  of  a  pro- 
tectionist Tariff.  That  result  can  be 
achieved  by  imposing  a  duty  on  imported 
machinery  of  this  character.  If  the  duty 
is  removed  the  importer,  who  sits  in  Col- 
lins-street, will  send  home  for  more  ma- 
chinery, and  the  price  will  be  put  up.  The 
folknring  testimonial  was  givra  by  the 
manager  for  Mr.  S.  McCaughey,  the  wool 
king  fS£  Australia: — 

Tooralc  Station,  Hourke.  N.S.W. 
Messrs.  Hall  Bros.  &  Co., 

Clifton  Hill,  Melbourne. 
Dear  Sirs, 

I  have  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  value  of 
vour  wool-scouring  machine.  Your  machines 
liave  been  in  use  on  Toorale  and  Dunlop  sta- 
tions for  some  (30)  twenty  years,  and  the  fact 
that  they  have  not  been  superseded  by  other 
machines  that  have  been  put  on  the  market  as 
improved  machines  since  then,  and  also  that 
the  wool  from  these  properties  scoured  with 
your  machines  sells  to  the  highest  price  in  the 
London  wool  market  every  year^  speaks  f or 
itself.  Any  person  going  in  for  a  scouring 
machine  can't,  in  my  opinion,  go  wrong  by 
having  IlalPs. 

Vours  faithfully, 

M.  Robinson, 
For  S.  McCaughey  ft  Co. 

Mr.  Page. — What  is  the  date  of  that 

letter? 

Mr.  COON. — The  date  is  not  given, 
but  it  is  stated  that  the  machines 
have  been  used  on  those  stations  for 
twenty  years.  The  following  is  an- 
other testimonial,  which  romes  from 
Queensland: — 

Wioton  Wool  Scouring  and  Machine 
Shearing  Co.,  Winton,  Q'land. 

Messrs.  Hall  Bros.  &  Co. 
Dear  Sirs, 

I  am  pleased  to  say  vour  machine  is  still 
doing  excellent  work.    \Ve  put  through  3,000 


bales  of  scoured  wool  last  season,  nearly  always 
topping  the  markets.  Some  of  our  scoured 
wool,  T.  C.  Viadcx,  sold  up  to  24id.  in  London, 
averajjmg  jijd.  per  lb. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Winton  Wool  Scouring  Co., 

per  W.  S.  Hutchinson. 

Those  letters  are  sufficient  evidence  that 
good  machines  can  be  made  here.  1 
have  also  shown  that  the  local  cnnpetiticm 
has  reduced  the  price  by  ^^250.  There  is 
no  reason  why  the  article  should  be  put  on 
the  free  list.  I  saw  the  machine  working 
this  morning,  and  have  with  me  samples  of 
the  wool,  scoured  and  unscoured,  which 
honorable  members  can  see.  If  such  excel- 
lent work  can  be  done  by  locally -made  ma- 
chines I  cannot  understand  why  the  Trea- 
surer wants  to  put  the  article  on  the  free 
list.  Out  of  the  ;^5oo  cost  of  the  ma- 
chine £s5Q  goes  in  labour.  I  am  certain 
that  when  the  Treasurer  knows  that  the 
machine  is  being  made  here,  and  is  doing 
good  work,  and  that  the  pastoralists  are 
satisfied  with  it,  he  will  not  persist  in  his 
proposal. 

Mr     HENRY    WILLIS  (Robertson* 
[11.48]. — The  machine  referred  to  bv  the 
honorable  member  for  Batman  is.  in  aU 
probability,  a  very  good  one,  and  cleans 
the  wool  well,  but  wool  can  be  cleaned  ex- 
cellently with  a  stick.    The  cleaning  will' 
not  give  it  quality.    The  fact  that  Mr. 
McCaughey's  wool  brings  more  in  the  Lon- 
don market  than  does  any  one  else's  only 
shows  that  his  stations  are  more  suitable 
for  sheep-raising  than  are  other  stations. 
He  grows  oa  his  runs  some  of  the  iiesr 
wool  in  the  world.    That  does  not  prove 
anything  for  the  machine.    There  is,  how- 
ever, something  to  be  said  for  the  imported 
machines,  which  are  the  best  articles  for 
doing  the  work  of  the  fellmonger.  The 
fellmongering  industry  was  once  a  very 
large  one  in  Australia,  but  owing  to  the 
exportation  of  sheepskins  it  has  fallen  off. 
and,  consequently,  fewer  machines  are  in 
use.    If  the  cost  of  machinery  for  wool 
scouring  is  continually  increased  there  will 
be  still  less  done  here.   It  is  merely  a  ques- 
tion of  whether  wocA  can  be  more  cheaplv 
scoured  here  than  in  England,  taking  into 
consideration  the  loss  of  weight  in  the  car- 
nage^ of  wool.    I  shall  support  the  Trea- 
sjjrers  proposal  to  place  the  article  upon 
the  free  list.     The  arguments  urged  in 
favour  of  that  course  last  night  are  as 
strong  to-day  as  they  were  then.    The  ma- 
chinery for  industries  such  as  wool-scour- 
ing should  be  rendered  as  cheap  as  possible- 
in  order  that  the  industries  may  expand. 
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I  hope  the  Treasurer  will  adhere  to  his  pro- 
posal, because,  I  think,  he  has  shown  a 
good  deal  of  common  sense  in  proposing  to 
make  this  machine  free.  The  best  ma- 
chine for  this  purpose  is  from  England. 

Mr.  Coon. — What  machine  is  it? 

Mr.  HENRV  WILLIS.— There  are 
several  makers  of  wool -scouring  machines 
in  England,  especially  in  Bradford,  where 
more  wool-scouring  is  done  than  in  the 
whole  of  Australia.  Those  engaged  in  the 
industry  of  Australia  ought  to  have  an  op- 
portunity to  test  the  imported  machines 
along  with  the  locally  made  machines,  and 
to  that  end  it  is  not  advisable  to  impose  a 
high  duty.  We  have  been  told  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Darling  that  a  num- 
ber of  men  are  engaged  in  this  business ; 
and  the  cheaper  the  machinery  is  made  the 
more  employment  will  be  afforded. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [11.52]. 
—I  am  rather  sorry  that  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter has  proposed  to  make  any  alteration  in 
the  groufMug  of  this  item.  Probably,  if 
he  were  aware  of  the  facts  of  the  case, 
he  would  not  have  given  his  word  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Maranoa.  Clear 
and  positive  evidence  was  given  before  the 
Tariff  Commission  to  the  effect  that 
leatber-malcing  machines,  and  also  wool- 
scouring  machines,  were  made  in  Victoria 
on  a  commercial  basis,  and  that  a  fair 
trade  was  graduallv  being  built  up; 
but  scMne  of  the  importing  firms  had  re- 
sorted to  cutting  tactics  in  order  to  kill  the 
local  industry.  On  page  2296  of  the 
Minutes  of  Evidence  there  appears  a  letter, 
in  which  one  of  the  New  South  Wales  im- 
porting firms  intimate  their  intenticm  to  re- 
duce prices  for  the  present,  in  order  to 
compete  with  local  manufacturers.  These 
machines  are  made  by  Messrs.  Pullan  and 
Company,  of  Queen's-parade,  Njorth  Fitz- 
Toy,  and  Messrs.  Hall  Brothers,  of  Clifton 
Hill,  and  Mr.  John  Hope,  of  AUxitsford, 
manufacture  them  exclusively,  showing 
how  important  the  trade  has  beccxne.  I 
have  here  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Hall 
Brothers,  in  which  it  is  stated — 

We  beg  to  advise  you  that  we  are  the 
patentees  and  makers  of  Hall's  patent  machines. 

This  is  a  superior  type  of  machine. 

Mr.  Page. — There  are  machines  vastly 
supericH-  to  the  Hall  machines. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— It  is  urged  that 
it  is  not  fair  to  exclude  these  tools  of 
trade  from  the  general  list ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  I  am  prepared  to  consider  any 
proposed  slight  reduction  in  the  duty. 


Mr.  Watson. — There  ought  to  be  uni 
form  treatment 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— AH  ought  to  be 
treated  on  a  uniform  basis — w€)ol -scouring 
machines,  woollen  machines,  and  hat  mzP- 
chines.  There  ought  to  be  no  picking 
and  choosing  in  this  connexion. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [1155].— I  can- 
not understand  some  of  the  members  of  the 
Labour  Party  who  object  to  this  item  being 
made  free.  Of  course,  the  honorable 
member  fnr  Batman,  the  honorable  member 
for  Melbourne  Ports,  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Varra  are  what  I  should  call 
one-eyed  protectionists ;  they  cannot  see 
any  further  than  Melbourne  or  Victoria. 
I  cannot  understand  the  attitude  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  South  Sydney,  who, 
especially  on  the  occasion  of  the  last 
Tariff,  has  always  been  very  amenable  to 
reason. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — He  is  a  free  horse  now. 

Mr.  PAGE.— He  always  was  a  "free 
horse" — in  fact,  he  is  so  free  that  he  left 
the  leadership  of  the  Labour  Party.  There 
is  no  secret  in  that,  because  the  honorable 
member  has  already  admitted  that  his 
health  broke  down  under  the  strain  of  the 
work.  At  any  rate,  I  cannot  understand 
the  honorable  member's  present  attitude, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  he  almost  went  into 
hysterics  over  the  duties  ot  piece-cotton 
goods.  I  shall  never  give  a  vote  to  im- 
pose unnecessary  taxation  on  the  masses. 
We  have  been  told  by  the  Treasurer  that 
the  freeing  of  these  articles  would  mean 
a  very  large  reduction  in  revenue ;  but 
revenue  was  not  the  consideration  which 
caused  him  as  an  out-and-out  protection- 
ist, to  propose  these  duties.  Last  night 
the  honorable  member  for  South  Sydney, 
recommended  a  revenue  duty  on  these  par- 
ticular tools  of  trade  of  15  per  cent.  Such 
a  duty  protectionists  usually  regard  as 
merely  revenue  producing,  though  I  sup- 
pose the  hcHiorable  member  for  Batman 
would  call  a  duty  of  150  per  cent,  a  re- 
venue duty,  if  it  put  half-a-dozen  men  out 
of  employment  in  Melbourne,  and  gave  a 
job  to  half-a-dozen  men  in  the  bush  of 
western  Queensland. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — ^Are  not  some  of  them 
Japanese  and  Germans? 

Mr.  PAGE.  —  I  have  never  seen  any 
Japanese  in  my  constituency,  and  the  Ger- 
mans who  are  there  are  really  good  colon- 
ists. When  I  was  worlcing  in  western 
Queensland  the  machineCipO^^rc  wool- 
scouring  was  Hall's.  ^ 
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Mr.  Tudor. — And  a  good  machine,  loo. 

Mr.  PAGE.— No  doubt  Hall's  machine 
has  done  good  service,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  trot 
-out  in  its  favour  a  testimonial  twenty  years' 
old.  And  that  is  what  is  wrong  with 
fiome  of  the  woollen  mills;  the  machinery 
in  use  is  twmty  years  old,  and  then  it  is 
-wondered  why  they  cannot  compete  with 
the  outside  world.  HaJl's  madiinie  was 
all  ri^fat  for  the  time  bong,  but  there  are 
now  unproved  machines  on  the  market, 
particularly  McNaught's  machine,  which 
is  made  in  Bradford.  England.  That 
xoachine  does  twice  as  much  work  in 
twelve  hours  as  the  Hall  machine  does.  1 
'do  not  say  that  the  English  machine  scours 
the  wool  any  better*  but  it  is  more  up-to- 
<late. 

,  Mr.  Wzixs. — How  much  does  it  cost — 

Mr.  PAGE.  —  About  that,  I  think. 
>Iost  of  the  wool-scouring  is  dcme  inland 
in  Queensland,  and  when  the  machinery 
has  been  landed  at  Rockhampton.  Bris- 
t>ane,  or  Townsville,  enormous  railway 
freight  has  to  be  paid  for  its  :onveyance. 
Further^  wool  scouring  provides  employ- 
ment for  a  great  number  of  men  after  the 
shearing  season  has  closed.  If  we  impose 
in  increased  duty  upon  this  class  of 
machinery,  there  are  many  establishments 
in  the  western  districts  of  Queensland 
■which  will  be  compelled  either  to  use  obso- 
lete machinery  or  to  cease  operations. 
Some  years  ago,  I  heard  a  member  of  the 
party  to  which  I  belong  advocate  in  this 
Chamber  the  imjtosition  of  an  export  duty 
upon  greasy  wool. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  His  idea  was 
that  the  operatitm  of  sudi  a  duty  would 
force  all  greasy  wool  into  our  woollen 
mills. 

Mr.  PAGE.— I  do  not  think  that  that 
was  the  idea  underlying  the  suggestion.  I 
know  for  a  fact  that  the  German  buyers 
prefer  to  purchase  greasy  wool.  During 
the  past  ten  years  a  larger  quantity  of 
wool  has  been  scoured  in  the  Common- 
wealth than  was  previously  scoured  here. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  quantity  of  wool 
scoured  is  increasing  every  year.  I  should 
like  patent  wool  scouring  machines  to  be 
placed  on  the  free  list.  I  fail  to  see  why 
the  wool  industry  should  be  penalized 
anv  more  than  is  any  other  industry,  see- 
ing that  it  has  to  compete  in  the  markets 
of  the  world. 

LMr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [12  31 —I  am  op- 
posed ^o  the  exemption  from  dutv  of 


machine  tools.  When  my  fiscal  prin- 
ciples were  said  to  be  a  little  bit 
"  rocky  "  I  was  fighting  for  extend- 
ing protection  to  the  engineering  in- 
dustry. That  industry  has  already  re- 
ceived a  very  stifif  measure  of  ptotecticx], 
and  why  should  not  a  protective  duty  be 
levied  upon  the  machinery  which  it  usef? 

Mr.  Page. — ^We  are  now  dealing  with 
woollen  madiinecy. 

Mr.  WILKS.— If  this  machinery  could 
not  be  made  in  the  Commonwealth  I  could 
understand  hrauMrable  members  urging  that 
it  should  be  exempt  from  duty.  But  it  does 
not  come  within  that  category.  Having 
fought  for  the  engineering  establishments, 
I  must,  in  comm(Hi  fairness,  consider  the 
interests  of  the  machine  to^  makers.  I 
do. nut  know  of  any  particular  firm  in  New 
South  Wales  wtuch  produces  tiiNe 
machines,  but  that  is  no  reason  why  a 
uniform  rate  should  not  be  imposed  upon 
them.  The  honorable  manber  for  Mara- 
noa  has  opposed  the  Government  proposal 
up<Mi  the  ground  that  it  will  levy  a  tax 
upon  the  masses.  But  when  we  ccxisider 
that  these  machines  cost  jQsoo,  surely  it 
is  patent  that  such  an  argument  is  devwd 
of  substance. 

Mr.  Thouas  Brown. — The  honorable 
member  must  recollect  that  there  are  ma- 
chines and  machines. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  am  quite  aware  of  that. 
At  a  later  stage  I  might  just  as  reasonably 
put  forward  a  plea  to  exempt  from  duty 
expensive  engineering  machines,  costing 
^2,000  at  jCi,ooo  each,  in  the  interests  of 
a  company  like  that  of  Mort's  Dock.  But 
I  shall  refuse  to  do  so.  The  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  has  adopted  the 
ccHnmon-sense  view  of  this  matter.  He  sup- 
pcvts  the  imposition  of  a  uniform  rate 
ITnifOTm  treatment  should  be  meted  out  to 
all  these  industries,  and  I  fail  to  see  why 
one  branch  of  an  industry  should  be  pro'- 
terted  whilst  another  is  not.  If  anv  honor- 
able member  proposes  a  duty  of  15  per 
cent,  or  20  per  cent,  upon  these  machine 
tools.  I  shall  be  found  supporting  him. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [12.8].— 
I  stated  last  night  that  I  am  in  favour  of 
uniform  treatment  being  extended  to  all 
classes  of  machine  tools,  and  I  trust  that  the 
Committee  will  indcwse  that  view. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — If  the  Trea- 
surer would  say  that  he  will  acc^  that 
suggestion  debate  npoa  this  item  would 
cease. 

^!^.  WATSOK.— I  widerstand  that  the 
Treasurer  gare  soou  ple<^  on  the  matter. 
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and  I  do  not  desire  him  to  abandon  it. 
In  reply  to  the  observaticms  of  the  tumor- 
al^ member  for  Maranoa  I  wish  to  say 
that  I  have  not  abated  one  jot  of  my  op- 
position to  revenue  duties.  But  the  pro- 
posal of  the  hcxiorable  member  is  to  make 
absolutely  free  articles  which  are  being 
manafactured  in  Australia  very  extensively 
and  satisfactorily. 

Mt.  Pact. — That  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  proposal  is  to 
exempt  from  duty  wool  washing  and  wool 
scouring  machinery.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber desires  to  exempt  one  pparticular  ma- 
chine, but  he  must  recollect  that  hard  cases 
make  bad  laws.  It  would  be  unwise  on  our 
part  to  exempt  only  one  particular  machine. 
The  {HTOposal  to  e»mpt  wool  scouring  ma- 
chinery if  carried  would  mean  placing  upoa 
the  free  list  ipachines  whidi  are  bang  manu- 
factured in  Australia.  As  a  iprotectionist  I 
cannot  subscribe  to  that  principle.  I  want 
tD  «ee  uniform  treatment  meted  out  to 
manufacturers  so  far  as  their  tools  of  trade 
are  concerned.  I  am  willing  to  admit  that 
a  duty  of  15  iper  cent  all  round  would  not 
be  modi  in  the  nature  of  a  protective  duty. 
But  it  is  better  than  ha^ng  a  machine  ad- 
mitted free. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — There  would 
be  a  good  deal  of  i^otection  on  some  of 
them. 

Mr.  WATSOX.— There  might  be  a  fair 
amount  of  protectKXi  on  some ;  but  the  pro- 
tection on  others  would  not  amount  to 
much.  I  would  sooner  give  scxne  degree 
of  protection  to  the  local  manufacturers 
than  put  a  large  number  of  madiines  on 
the  free  list. 

Mr.  Page. — Will  the  honorable  mem- 
ber vote  for  prefereoce? 

Mr.  WATSON.— When  the  general 
duty  is  only  15  per  cent.,  I  shall  not  vote  for 
preference.  The  only  alternative  to  a  uni- 
form all-round  duty  on  machine  tools  is  to 
admit  all  machine  tools  free,  and  the  Go- 
vernment, to  be  logical,  should  propose  one 
course  or  the  other.  We  have  decided  that 
a  duty  shall  be  charged  on  machines  used 
by  tanners,  to  which  I  did  not  object,  al- 
though there  are  a  number  of  tanneries  in 
my  district.  But  now  the  Government  ask  us 
to  admit  free  of  duty  wool -scourers,  some  of 
which  are  manufactured  here.  I  trust  that 
the  Committee  will  agree  to.  an  all  round 
4uty.  of-  15  per  cent  upon  all  kinds  of 
madiine  .tools,  and  to  bring  t^  .about  we 
should  vp^  against  the  omission  of  wool- 
scouring machmes  from  the  dutiable  list. 


Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [13.15].— Last 
night  I  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that 
many  objections  have  been  made  to  the 
classificaticHi  of  machine  tools.  My  atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  the  very  arbitrary 
classification  adopted  by  the  Department, 
under  which  tools  which  are  regarded  by 
the  trade  as  all  coming  within  the  same 
category  have  been  treated,  some  as  duti- 
able, aiid  some  as  free.  Under  item  167 
the  Department  has  power  to  issue  by- 
laws declaring  that  certain  machine  tocHs 
should  be  free.  I  have  here  an  enumeratim 
of  machine  tools,  all  of  the  same  class,  and 
seme  of  them  actually  used  in  the  ume 
machines,  in  regard  to  vhidi  the  Depart- 
ment diflFerentiates,  making  some  dutiable 
and  allowing  others  to  come  in  free.  I 
indorse  the  sensible  suggesticm  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  South  Sydney  that  there 
should  be  an  all-round  low  duty,  and  I 
suggest  that  there  should  be  a  common 
do&nition  of  machine  tools.  We  should  not 
proceed  by  enumeration.  We  might  define 
machine  tools  as  tools  which  are  worked 
by  power  instead  of  by  hand. 

Sir  John  Qu:ck.^ — We  should  require  a 
big  exemption  list. 

Mr.  GLYNN. — My  soggestitm  accords 
with  the  statements  of  witnesses  before  the 
Tariff  CommiftsionL  Mr.  Pearson  made  the 
same  suggestiOT,  and  a  large  importing 
firm  has  pointed  oot  to  me  that  a  designa- 
tion which  would  cowr  all  machine  tools 
should  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Thfe  question  is 
whether  we  shotrid  not  get  a  more  fa\-or- 
able  result  by  imposing  a  small  all-round 
dutv  than  bv  dWerentiating. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— T  shall  support  the 
lowest  rates  proposed.  T  understand  that 
many  maditne  tools  which  are  verv  eflFective 
and  economical — some  of  them  verv  deli- 
cat&^-are  not  manufactured  in  the  Com- 
nuxiwealth.  These  tools,  especially  such  .ns 
are  driven  by  pneumatic  power,  are  largely 
used  by  the  smaller  engineering  establish- 
ments, in  which  it  is  found  too  expensive 
to  use  steam  motive  power.  Some  of  these 
tools  are  covered  bv  patents,  so  that  thev 
oould  not  be  made  here,  and  any  duty  im- 
posed on  them  will  amount  to  a  specific 
tax  on  production.  I  hope  that  the  Minis- 
ter will  consider  the  advisability  of  impos> 
ing  a  low  all-round  dutv.  if  these  tools 
are  not  to  be  admitted  free,  and  of  deter- 
mimng  upon  some  principle  of  differentia- 
tion. 

Jlr-  BAMFQM  Egbert)  ['"15]— I 
w»sh  to  defend^Siylelf  from  the  charge  of 
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inoHisistency  made  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  MaranoQ.  When  he  spoke  of  an 
export  duty  on  wool  «iported  in  the  grease> 
I  said,  "  Hear,  hear."  I  Mrish  to  say  that 
1  thoroughly  indorse  that  suggestion. 
The  honorable  member  treated  my  inter- 
jection, assenting  to  an  export  duly  on 
wool,  as  inconsistent,  and  he  went  on  to  say 
that  a  great  deal  of  the  wool  exported  from 
Australia  is  now  locally  scoured.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Parramatta  inter- 
jected that  the  desire  was  to  get  the 
greasy  wool  manufactured  in  Australia. 
I  regard  that  as  a  very  laudable 
desire,  though,  under  present  condi- 
tions, tbeie  is  not  much  hope  of  get- 
ting a  great  deal  of  it  manufactured  here. 
But  there  is  no  reason  why  the  bulk  of  it 
should  not  be  scoured  here,  and  if  we  put 
a  high  duty  on  the  machinery  used  in  the 
^'arious  processes  of  scouring,  those  who 
manufacture  such  machinery  will  establish 
works  here,  because  this  is  the  largest  wool- 
producing  country  in  the  world.  I  know, 
of  my  own  know  ledge,  that  the  largest 
manufacturing  concern  in  the  world  con- 
templates establishing  in  Sydney,  in  the  im- 
mediate future,  large  manufacturing  works 
— that  is,  provided  that  certain  duties  are 
agreed  to.  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  make  the 
name  of  the  firm  public ;  but  I  will  give  it 
to  any  honorable  member  who  asks  me  for 
it. 

Mr.  Page. — Is  it  a  machinery-making 
firm? 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— Yes. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— Interested  persons 
will  promise  anything, 

Mt.  BAMFORD.— The  firm  ig  nego- 
tiating for,  if  it  has  not  already  purchased, 
a  site  on  which  to  erect  wcwks.  Otha*  firms 
will  follow  its  example.  The  inconsistency 
of  honorable  members  amuses  me,  be- 
cause,, although  I  do  not  say  much.  I  listen 
carefully  to  what  is  said.  To  impose  a 
duty  <Mi  harvesters,  corn  shellers,  and  simi- 
lar machinery,  and  to  put  machinery,  such 
as  is  now  under  discussion  on  the  free 
list,  is  grossly  inconsistent. 

Mr.  Page. — The  machinery  which  I 
mentioned  cannot  be  manufactured  here 
commercially. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— If  high  duties  are 
imposed,  the  manufacturers  will  establish 
works  here.  Besides,  the  honorable  member 
for  Batman  proved  that  machines  equally 
gCK)d  can  be  manufactured  here.  A  ma- 
chine used  by  a  firm  like  MdCaughey  and 
Company,  the  largest  sheep-owners  in  Aus- 
tralia, should  be  good  enough  fas  any  one. 


Mr.  Pace. — So  far  as  station  scouring 
is  concerned,  it  does  not  matter  whether 
the  process  takes  a  month  or  three  romths ; 
but  the  man  whose  business  is  scouring 
wishes  to  get  the  work  dcme  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— That  does  not  affect 
my  argument.  In  reply  to  what  has  been 
said  about  freights,  I  ask  how  much  more 
would  it  cost  to  send  an  imported  ma- 
chine from  Rockhampton  inland  than  to 
send  a  locally  made  machine.  The  freights 
would  be  identical.  I  am  sorry  that  the 
Ministry  should  make  promises  without  due 
consideration.  All  machines  i^ould  be 
treated  alike.  If  one  machine  which  can 
be  made  locally  is  placed  on  the  free  list, 
all  similar  machines  should  be  admitted 
free.  It  is  intended  to  place  other  ma- 
chmes  alfecting  other  industries  on  the  free 
list,  but  I  shall  vote  against  those  pro- 
posals just  as  I  shall  vote  against  the  pro- 
posal of  the  honorable  m«nber  for 
Maranoa. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare) 
[ia.2o].— I  propose  to  support  the  piopoial 
of  the  Minister,  and  I  hope  that  Hke  deputy 
leader  of  the  Opposition  will  not  persist 
m  his  objection  to  our  getting  wool- 
scouring  machines,  and  as  many  other 
articles  of  that  kind  as  possible,  placed  on 
the  free  list 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Which  will  give  the 
better  result — to  put  those  articles,  and 
others,  on  the  25  per  cent,  list,  or  to  bring 
the  duty  on  all  down  to  15  per  cent.? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— The  honor- 
able gentleman,  if  he  is  the  clear-seeing 
man  that  I  take  him  to  be,  and  under- 
stands the  temper  of  the  Committee,  will 
realize  that,  if  he  cannot  get  wool-scouring 
machines  put  on  the  free  list,  be  will  not 
get  them  put  on  the  15  per  cent,  list 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— I  do  not  know 
about  that. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN'.— T  am  endea- 
vouring to  get  as  many  tools  of  trade  as  I 
possibly  can  made  duty  free  or  put  on  th«» 
1 5  per  cent,  list,  and  because  I  cannot  get  all 
the  items  enumerated  free.  I  am  not  g<»ng 
to  object  to  wool-scouring  machines  being 
free.  The  honorable  member  for  South 
Sydney  has  urged  that  all  tools  of  trade 
and  mechanisms  for  assistaiKe  to  trades 
should  be  treated  on  a  uniform  basis,  and 
subjected  to  a  certain  amount  of  taxation. 
That  sounds  very  nice,  but  I  thini  the 
honorable  member  will  find  that  when  his 
theory  is  practically  applied  a  number  of 
his  protectkxiist  compatriots  will  be  aa 
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strongly  against  its  application  as  any 
free-trade  members  will  be  favouraUe. 
Again,  I  must  (XHigratuIate  the  pioneers 
and  wOTkers  out-back  in  having  discovered 
a  new  friend  in  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Batman.  It  has  been  claimed 
by  him  that  imder  a  12  J  per  cent  duty 
a  reduction  in  the  price  of  machinery 
to  one  man  in  the  back  country  has  been 
made  to  the  amount  of  £^S°-  What 
the  farmer  and  working  man  out-badc 
would  like  to  know  is  what  further  re- 
duction a  25  per  cent,  duty  would  bring 
about,  and  at  what  particular  stage  the 
magic  in  which  the  honorable  monber  be- 
lieves would  give  them  free  machines  all 
round.  That  is  a  line  of  reasoning  which 
the  honorable  member  must  carry  to  its 
logical  conclusion  to  see  that  it  is  not  the 
Tariff  altogether  which  determines  the  re- 
duction in  the  price  of  machinery.  There 
are  other  ccmditions  which  apply,  and  those 
conditions  have  operated  to  sudk  an  extent 
with  all  kinds  of  machines — the  manufac- 
ture of  which  cost  a  certain  sum  fifteen  or 
twenty  years  ago — that  there  has  been  an 
all-round  reduction,  irrespecti\-e  of  the 
Tariff  which  has  been  imposed  by  this 
House.  That  will  operate  in  the  future 
as  it  has  done  in  tiie  past.  Where  new 
labour-saving  appliances  have  been  applied 
to  the  producticm  of  machines,  and  fhe  cost 
of  labour  and  material  has  been  reduced, 
the  result  has  been  a  reduction  in  the  prices, 
quite  irrespective  of  the  Tariff.  A  duty 
Jiffects  the  price  of  an  article  by  increasing 
the  cost  to  the  consumer.  Otherwise,  it  is 
of  no  benefit  to  the  manufacturer.  It  is 
claimed  that  it  is  more  profitable  to  export 
wool  in  a  greasy  state  to  the  seat  of  manu- 
facture, and  have  it  scoured  there,  than  to 
have  it  submitted  to  a  scouring  process  here 
and  then  re-submitted  to  another  process. 

Mr.  Storrer. — We  all  know  that, 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— That  argu- 
ment has  been  put  forward.  Apparently  a 
number  of  honcwable  members  have  noi 
fully  realized  the  changes  which  have  been 
brought  about.  Take  the  far-back  country, 
such  as  the  Maranoa  electorate,  where  the 
product  has  to  be  carried  for  fiundrecls  of 
miles  by  bullock  or  hwse  teams  to  the 
nearest  railway  station.  There  is  a  large 
quantity  of  wool  which  is  inferior  in  that 
it  is  slw>rt.  It  is  so  loaded  with  dirt  that, 
unless  it  is  cleansed  on  the  spot,  it  is  a  lost 
product. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  generally  is 
treated  on  the  spot. 


Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— In  the  far 
back  countrjr,  I  have  seen  sheds  where 
large  quantities  of  that  kind  of  wool  have 
been  thrown  out  in  heaps  until  such  lime 
as  mechanical  contrivances  are  brought 
along  and  enable  it  to  be  properly  treated. 
That  is  done  with  the  assistance  of  wool- 
scouring  machines,  and  men  are  profitably 
employed  in  the  jMocess.     The  honorable 
member     for     Maranoa     has  pleaded 
with   the   Minister   to   assist   that  iona 
of  industry    by   allowing   the  machines 
to   be    imported   as    cheaply    as  pos- 
sible.    I   remind   the   Committee  that 
the  men  who  are  engaged  in  tiiis  industry 
have  to  compete  with  Germany,  France, 
and  othw  producing  centres,  and  that  their 
wages  and  returns  are  determined  by  that 
open  OHnpetition.    They  cannot  derive  any 
benefit  from  a  protectionist  policy.  If  hon- 
orable members  levied  a  duty  of  100  per 
cent,  on  wool,  it  would  not  benefit  those 
persons  by  one  iota.    The  product  has  to 
be  sold  m   outside   centres.     There  is 
another  point  which  I  think  ought  to  ap- 
peal   to   the   Committee   very  str6ngly. 
When  framing  the  old  Tariff,  it  was  de- 
cided that  wool-soMiring  machines  sh(nild 
be  placed  on  a  12}  per  cent,  list,  but  the 
^-ery  same  Cnmnittee  decided  that  the  cod- 
dled manufacttiring  interests  of  Australia, 
particularly  of  Victoria,  should  have  cer- 
tain lines  of  machinery  put  cm  the  free 
list,  despite  the  fact  that  they  could  be 
made  here.     That    principle    has  been 
indwsed   by    this    Committee.     So  that 
at    the    present   time    the    big  woollen 
mills  of   Melbourne  and  elsewhere  can 
freely    import     wool-scouring  machines 
for  ■  use    in    their    factories.      If  a 
squatter  or  settler  requires  a  machine  to 
assist  him  to  prepare  his  wool  clip  for  the 
market,  to  turn   an   unmarketable  com- 
modity into  a  marketable  one,  the  protec- 
ticmists  clap  a  duty  of  12J  per  cent,  on 
his  machine,  and  now  it  is  proposed  to 
raise  the  duty  to  25  per  cent,  in  the  gen- 
eral Tariff,  and  20  per  cent,  in  the  prefer- 
ential Tariff.    Where  is  the  justice  in  that 
kind  of  Tariff  reform  ?    If  the  Committee 
has  any  sense  of  justice  at  all    it  will 
assist  the  Minister  to  put  wool-scouring 
machines  on  the  free  list   in  the  interests 
of  not  only  the  Victorian  wool  manufac- 
turers, but  also  the  men  struggling  in  the 
way-back  districts  of  the  C^monwealth 
to  develop  its  resources. 

Mr.  PAGE  (>[aranoa>  [12.31].— Mr. 
Wilks,  I  am  sorrv  that  vou  are  in  the  Hiair 
this  morning,  because  I  want  to  reply  to 
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a  remark  which  you  made  about  a  wooi- 
scouring  machine  being  in  every  home  in 
the  western  portion  of  New  South  Wales. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN  (Mr. 
Wiucs). — ^The  hcHiorable  member  need  not 
restrict  his  remarks. 

Mr.  PAGE. — It  is  well  known  that  a 
man  does  not  want  to  cart  a  wool -scouring 
machine  about  oa  his  back.  A  wool- 
scouring  plant,  if  erected  in  any  town  in 
western  Queensland,  would  make  many 
homes  bright,  and  give  a  chance  to  the 
nomad  to  settle  down  and  beccnne  a  re- 
spectable citizen.  In  western  Queens- 
land the  nomad  has  not  the  opportunity 
of  settling  down  that  1«  has  in  Melbourne 
and  Sydney.  He  caiuiot  go  home  every 
night  to  his  wife  and  family.  In  many 
instances  he  has  to  follow  the  slieds  round 
through  the  seasons,  and  he  does  not  see 
his  family  from  one  end  of  the  year  tc 
the  other ;  he  has  to  follow  up  his  nomadic 
employment.  The  establishment  of  a 
wool-scouring  industry  in  a  toiyn  would 
give  him  9.  chance  to  settle  down  there, 
»nd  add  to  the  populatioi,  sending  his 
children  to  school. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Is  this  a  populaticHi 
question  ? 

Mr.  PAGE.— It  is  all  very  well  for  the 
honcHable  member  to  talk  about  this  being 
a  population  question. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — I  did  not, 

Mr.  PAGE.— Was  the  doty  on  salt  a 
population  question?  I  remember  seeing 
the  hcmorable  member  standing  in  his  place 
and  shedding  crocodile  tears  about  the  pow 
farmer  having,  during  the  bad  times,  to 
take  his  horse  and  dray  and  go  out  fo  col- 
lect salt.  But  I  shall  not  pursue  that 
line  of  remark.  The  honorable  member 
for  Batman  had  the  cool  effrontery  to  get 
up  here  this  morning  and  say  that  he  is 
a  representative  of  the  pastoralist  and  the 
farmer.  I  wonder  how  many  pa.storalists, 
farmers,  and  selectors  are  to  be  found 
in  the  great  city  of  Collingwood.  If  there 
nre  any  pastmalists,  selectors,  and  farmers 
in  the  honorable  member's  OKistitumcy, 
they  have  retired  from  business,  'fhe  rest 
«>f  the  people  (here  simply  make  money 
out  of  our  producers.  If  it  were  not 
for  our  farmers,  selectors,  and  pastoralists, 
Collingwood  would  be  no  more  than  a 
run  for  pigs.  The  reason  why  I  feel 
so  strongly  on  this  point  is  that  the 
most  unfair  proposition  I  ever  heard  of 
in  my  life  was  made  by  the  Government 
in  the  first  instance  in  regard  to  these 
machines.     As  the  Tariff  was  introduced, 


machines  for  scouring  vrocA  had  to  pay 
25  and  20  per  cent.  duty.  But  the 
woollen  mills  of  Melbourne  and  Sydney, 
whose  managers  could  get  the  ear  of  the 
Government,  were  allowed  to  import  the 
self-same  machines  duty  free.  I  have  no 
objection  to  machines  that  can  be  made  in 
the  Cranmonwealth  being  taxed,  but  these 
particular  machines  cannot  be  made  com- 
mercially in  Australia.  They  are 
patented.  That  is  why  I  am  so  eager  to 
have  them  placed  on  the  free  list.  The 
honorable  member  for  South  Sydney  said 
that  Mr.  McC^ughey  had  one  of  these  ma- 
chines on  his  station.  That  may  be  so. 
But  on  such  stations  it  is  not,  very  impor- 
tant whether  the  machines  scour  the  wool 
in  a  week  or  in  a  month.  Thev  do  not 
mind  so  long  as  they  get  the  wool  scoured 
in  time  for  the  next  sales.  But  persons 
who  tmdertake  this  vrotk  by  contract  want 
to  get  rid  of  it  as  quickly  as  possible. 
Thc»e  who  go  in  for  the  latest  machinen- 
are  worthy  of  applause.  By  imposing  a 
high  duty  on  these  madiines,  we  are 
simply  barring  the  path  of  progress.  If 
I  cannot  get  the  machines  placed  on  the 
free  list,  I  ask  honorable  members  to 
make  the  duty  as  small  as  they  possibly 
can. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [12.40]. — This  debate  has  taken  a 
turn  which  I  hardly  expected.  Some  time 
ago  I  had  a  conversation  with  the  honor- 
able m»nber  for  Maranoa,  who  pointed 
out  to  me  that  wool-scouring  machines  for 
use  in  the  woollen  mills  were  admitted 
free,  whilst  machines  of  the  same  diaracter 
used  for  scouring  wool  in  wool-sheds 
were  charged  duty.  I  thought  that  was 
a  serious  anomaly,  and  told  the  honor- 
able member  that  ail  these  machines 
should  be  placed  upon  the  same  basis. 
That  is  why  .1  have  moved  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Page.  —  The  Minister  has  carried 
out  his  promise. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  schedule 
at  the  end  of  the  Tariff  contains  the 
words — 

Rebate  for  Home  consumption  —  machinery 
and  partj  ihereof  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
fibrous  materials  and  felt,  and  felt  hats,  when 
installed  for  use  in  a  woollen  mill  or  a  hat  fac- 
tory for  the  monufacture  of  »uch  materials,  felts 
felts  and  hats— rebate,  the  full  duty  paid. 

That  was  not  made  so  explicit  in  the 
Tariff  of  1902,  but  the  rebate  was  allowed 
departmentally.  There^  seems  tp  be  a 
strong  desire  thfEtigitiH6b>i^aEeQ^gL<ihould 
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Dot  be  treated  differeotly  frcxn  odier  ma- 
dbioery,  but  that  all  should  be  dutiable. 
I  regret  very  much  that  the  Committee  has 
DOC  agreed  to  all  the  duties  as  prc^tosed  by 
the  Govenunent,  and  that  the  duty  on 
machinery  is  not  as  high  as  I  had  hoped 
it  would  be.  But  this  question  is  very  far- 
reaching,  though,  the  sum  of  aKHiey  in- 
Tc^ved  is  not  large.  For  instanoe,  the 
imports  of  machine  tools  amount  to 
;^i25,ooo  a  year.  The  duty  paid  is  not 
much.  There  will  not  be  modi  loss  of 
revenue  from  the  reduction  proposed  to  be 
made.  It  is  not  a  very  important  matter 
either  from  a  protectiwist  cr  revenue  point 
of  view.  To  save  a  long  discussioa,  it  is 
just  as  well  that  aa  arrangement  should  be 
made.  The  hononble  member  for  Maraooa 
haa  very  generously  relieved  me  from  the 
proouae  which  I  oaade  to  htm,  because  I 
sluuld  have  felt  bound,  even  if  my  pro- 
posal had  been  defeated,  to  fig^t  it  far  bim 
if  he  had  insisted.  As  he  has  relieved  me,' 
and  as  it  is  the  general  feeling  that  an 
average  duty  of  15  per  cent,  should  be 
placed  upon  these  goods,  I  shall  ask  leave 
to  withdraw  my  amendment.  It  has  been 
proposed  that  the  duty  shall  be  15  per 
cent,  all  round. 

Sir  John  Fouest. — On  both  paragraphs 
A  and  B? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes,  because  it 
is  impossible  to  separate  them.  I  feel  that 
it  is  of  no  use  fox  me  to  go  on  with  my 
proposal  in  the  face  of  an  adverse  majority. 

Sir  John  Fotrest. — The  Treasurer 
would  get  a  good  deal  more  revenue  out  of 
what  is  proposed  than  out  of  his  own  pro- 
posal. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  iwt  caie 
a  two-penny  dump  about  revenue  in  i^;ard 
to  this  item. 

Sir   John   Forbest. — It    will  mean 

1 00,000  a  year. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— I  do  not  think 
that  it  will  mean  nearly  as  much.  The 
A  section  of  the  Tariff  Commission  reooin- 
mended  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  on  the  items 
under  consideraticwi.  The  B  section  re- 
comra ended  a  duty  of  10  per  cent.  As  there 
does  not  seem  to  be  any  chance  of  the  Go- 
vernment getting  what  they  desire,  I  do  not 
propose  to  proceed  with  my  amendment. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thdusoh. — Do  the  Minis- 
ter's remaiJcs  apply  to  machine  tools  also? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes. 

Amendment  (Sir  Wuxiam  Ltne's)^  by 
leave,  -withdrawn. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [ia.49l-— I 
understand  that  there  is  a  proposal  to  makp 


the  duty  15  per  cent  I  have  been  asked 
to  move  the  omission  of  the  words  "  Ma- 
chinery for  the  manufacture  of  paper  and 
for  felting."  This  request  oomes  from  a 
manufacturer. 

Sir  WxLUAii  LvNE. — I  am  not  gcnng  to 
agree  to  any  other  alteration  of  any  kind. 
I  expect  the  Coranuttee  to  support  roe  since 
I  have  given  way  to  the  extent  I  have 
indicated. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Perhaps  the  Trea- 
surer will  not  object  to  my  reading  what  the 
manufacturer  has  so  say  before  he  decidea 
whether  or  not  he  should  agree  to  my  pro- 
posal. A  manufacturer  of  cardboard  boxes 
and  other  goods  writes  that  item  166, 
"  Machinov  for  the  manufactuie  of  paper 
and  for  felting  " — 

hM  piobftbly  been  suggested  by  the  Strawboacd 
TrMt  for  two  reuont,  vis. — 

X.  So  that  they  cu  say,  "We  haTc  to  pay 
15  per  ceot.  oa  oar  BkaAifecrj,  an^ 

therefore,  should  have  a  pnAiUtive 
duty  on  stiawboard." 
3.  So  as  to  frighten  aay  possible  com- 
petilOT  from  startiag  a  paper  mill. 
They  ksTc  tbeir  marfiinery  for  paper* 
making  alieady,  and,  therefore,  would 
have  no  duly  to  pay ;  whereas  if,  say, 
a  new  6nn  started  to  make  brown  paper 
they  would  have  to  pay  frmn  £»,oai> 
*o  £3t00ci  duly  oa  their  madiinery. 

lo  tbii  connexion  it  is  mteresting  to  note  that 
strawboard  lining  machinery  is  on  the  free  list 
under  Custonu  by-law  "  Paper  finishing,  Ac," 
because,  I  suppose,  the  Strawboard  Trust  ia 
thinking  of  importing  another  lining  machine; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  has  all  the  paper- 
maldng  roaclunery  that  it  needs,  and  wants  to 
block  possible  competitors.  I  do  hope  that  you 
will  put  these  lines  on  the  free  list.  They  are, 
of  course,  not  made  in  Australia. 

I  promised  to  bring  this  matter  hefoie  the 
Treasurer,  but  since  he  states  that  he  abso- 
lutely declines  to  omit  any  of  these  ma- 
chines from  the  item,  I  suppose  it  is  useless 
for  me  to  press  it. 

Mr.  WYNNE  <BaIadava)  [12.54].— I 
hope  that  the  Treasurer  will  have  no  ci)jec- 
tion  to  meat-slicing  machines  being  in- 
cluded in  this  item.  They  are  a  Dutch 
patent,  and  cannot  be  manufactured  in  Aus- 
tralia. These  machines  are  tiscd  by  trades- 
men to  slice  bacon  and  like  commodities, 
and  motives  of  cleanliness  should  induce- 
us  to  encourage  their  use  rather  than  knives 
for  such  a  purpose.  If  they  are  not  in- 
cluded in  the  item  they  will  come  un'der  th^ 
heading  of  general  machinery. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — We  shall  have- 
power  to  exempt  thera  under  item  168. 

Sir  JOJIN  QUICK  ^epdig^  [12.55]- 
— Is  the  Treast»^i*iyMM^ 'insert  a 


C740  Tariff        [REPRESENTATIVES.]       (Machinery,  Ac.) 


further  line  dealing  with  machinery  for 
fibrous  materials  and  felt,  and  prmiding 
for  a  duty  of  15  per  cent.  ?  If  that  course 
not  adopted  such  machinery  will  be 
dutiable  at  25  per  cent. 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne. — I  am  having  a  line 
prepared. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  should  like  ihe 
Treasurer  to  consult  the  Comptroller-Gene- 
ral as  to  the  advisableness  of  including  in 
paragraph  b  machine  tools  of  certain  sizes. 
At  present  certain  machines  and  machine 
tools  from  sizes  f-inch  to  12  inches  are 
included  in  the  item,  and  I  should  like  to 
know  how  machines  beyond  that  size  are  to 
be  dealt  with. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — When  I  was  re- 
plying to  the  honorable  member  for  North 
Sydney,  I  meant  my  remarks  to  apply 
only  to  the  items  before  "  metal  working." 
I  shall  have  to  consider  what  is  to  be  done 
with  the  othen. 

Sir  JOHN-  QUICK.— I  think  it  would 
be  advisable,  m  the  circumstances,  to  elim- 
inate the  limitations  of  sizes ;  otherwise 
machine  tools  and  machines  above  the 
sizes  named  would  fall  under  paragraph  a. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [12.57]. — I  should  like  the  Mini- 
ster to  consider  the  suggestion  made  last 
night  by  the  honorable  member  for  South 
S)dney  in  regard  to  printing  machiner>'. 
I  recognise  that  there  is  some  reason  iot 
imposmg  a  lower  duty  oa  such  machinery 
than  on  machinery  of  other  kinds,  since 
there  is  no  protection  given  to  the  printing 
and  bookbinding  trade  by  the  exclusion  of 
books  and  so  forth.  Would  it  not  be  de- 
sirable to  subject  printing  and  bookbinding 
machinery  to  this  rate  of  duty? 

Sir  William  L\-ne. — Thev  are  not  in 
this  list. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  But 
would  it  not  be  adidsable  to  include  them  ? 

Sir  W1LLI.4M  L\'NE. — I  shall  consider 
the  matter. 

Mr  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [12.58].— I 
have  listened  with  some  attention  to  the 
discussion  of  this  important  item  in  the 
Tariff,  and  fail  to  understand  the  position 
into  which  honorable  members  have  al- 
lowed themselves  to  drift.  Honorable 
members  seem  to  be  dealing  with  this  item 
from  the  point  of  view,  not  of  whether  or 
not  it  is  desirable  to  impose  a  duty,  but 
of  whether  we  can  include  all  machine 
tgatLin  the  item  and  subject  them  to  the 
■7,  with  a  view  to  securing  more 


Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne, — That  is  not  my 
object. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Our  effort  is  to  pre- 
I'ent  any  inequality. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Is  it  reasonable  to  ' 
impose  a  duty  of  1 5  per  cent,  on  machines 
which  cannot  be  made  here,  and  the  prices 
of  which,  therefore,  caimot  be  regulated 
by  local  competition? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — To  what  machines 
does  the  honorable  member  refer? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.^ — Many  machines  men- 
tioned in  this  item  can  be  made  in  Aus- 
tralia. If  they  cannot,  they  should  not  be 
subjected  to  a  duty  of  15  per  cent.  No 
protectionist,  worthy  of  the  name,  should 
attempt  to  raise  revenue  in  this  wholesale 
fashicxi  by  imposing  a  duty  of  15  per  cent., 
which  is  a  revenue,  rather  than  a  |»Dtective 
impost.  "  The  discussion  which  has  taken 
place  with  regard  to  the  machinery  men- 
tioned by  the  honorable  member  for 
Maranoa  should  convince  the  Treasurer 
that  it  is  unwise  to  indicate  to  any  honor- 
able member  that  he  sympathizes  with 
seme  object  that  he  has  m  view.  , 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  was  merely  asked 
what  I  intended  to  do  in  reference  to  this 
machinery. 

SiHing  suspended  from  i.i  to  2, IS 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [2.15].— I  wish 
to  ask  the  Treasurer  to  say  what  can  be 
introduced  under  the  term  "artesian  bor- 
ing machines"?  Mv  constituents  are  very 
much  interested  in  artesian  boring,  and  I 
should  like  to  know  what  the  term  covers? 

Mr.  Dugald  Thouson.  —  Does  it  in- 
clude the  diamonds? 

Mr.  PAGE.  —  There  are  numerous 
makes  of  artesian  boring  machines,  and  I 
wish  to  know  what  can  be  introduced 
under  this  item? 

Sir  William  L\-ne.— The  whole  of  the 
machinerv  for  boring. 

Mr.  PAGE.— Would  it  include  the  en- 
gine and  belting  used  in  driving  the  ma- 
chinery ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No,  it  would  not 
include  the  engine. 

Mr.  PAGE.  —  I  wish  to  have  a  state- 
ment by  the  Treasurer  as  to  what  the  teitn 
really  coders  recorded  in  Hansard  for 
future  reference. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  cannot  describe 
every,  part  of  an  artesian  boring  machine. 

Mr.  PAGE.— I  do  not  wish  the  honor- 
able gentleman  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Storrer. — The  term  would  cover 
artesian  boring  machines,  but  not  the 
motive  power  used  in  driving  them. 
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Mr.  PAGE. — That  is  a  haphazard  in- 
terpretation of  the  term.  Suppose,  for 
instance,  thnt  a  diamond  drill  used  for 
boring  for  coal  struck  a  flow  of  artesian 
water,  would  the  people  of  the  district  be 
at  liberty  to  use  the  same  drill  in  boring 
for  artesian  water? 

Sir  William  Lyne.  —  Diamond  drills 
are  not  included. 

Mr.  PAGE.  —  They  can  be  used  for 
boring  for  artesian  water,  and  ha^'e  been 
so  used  in  western  Queensland- 
Sir  William  Lyne. — The  item  would 
not  cover  the  cutting  parts  of  the  machine. 

^^r.  PAGE.  —  The  more  the  ifinister 
says,  the  more  complicated  the  matter  be- 
oxnes.  I  want  to  know  just  what  the 
item  would  cover? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Let  the  gentleman 
who  has  been  asking  the  hcmorable  member 
to  Dut  these  questions  put  them  in  writing. 

Mr.  PAGE.— That  is  not  fair.  As  God 
is  my  judge,  no  one  has  spoken  to  me  about 
the  matter.  I  happen  to  know  what  I  am 
talking  about,  since  artesian  boring  is  in 
full  swing  in  my  oxistimency.  There  is 
more  artesian  btwing  done  in  my  constitu- 
ency, and  in  the  Kermedy  electwate,  than 
in  the  whole  of  the  rest  of  Australia.  If 
I  do  not  make  some  effort  to  safeguard  the 
interests  of  my  constituents,  of  what  use  am 
1  here?  I  want  to  ha\e  some  interpreta- 
tion of  the  term  "  artesian  boring  ma- 
chines ' '  on  record,  in  order  that  my  consti- 
tuents may  have  no  trouble  in  conn«(ion 
with  the  importation  of  this  machinery.  I 
hope  the  Treasurer  will  not  think  that  any 
one  has  been  getting  at  me  in  connexion  with 
tlie  matter. 

Sir  William  L\-ne. — They  ha\e  tried  to 
get  at  me  already. 

-Mr.  PAGE. — I  want  the  information  for 
which  I  have  asked,  and  I  assure  the  Trea- 
surer that  it  is  gospel  truth  that  no  one  has 
spoken  to  me  on  the  subject. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [2.20].— 
The  application  'for  a  duty  on  these  arte- 
sian taring  tools  came  frmn  New  South 
Wales. 

Mr.  Page. — I  want  to  know  what  the 
item  would  cover. 

Sir  JOHN  QLICK.-I  will  inform  the 
honorable  member  if  he  has  patience.  A 
Mr.  Overall,  who  is  a  manufacturer  of 
these  tools  in  New  South  Wales,  was  heard 
by  the  Commission  with  respect  to  artesian 
boring  tools,  machinery,  and  plant,  and  he 
said  that  the  industry  was  in  a  languishing 
condition  owing  to  the  want  of  sufficient 
protection  and  cxmsequent  excessive  importa- 


ticMis.  Mr.  Overall  and  a  Mr.  Thomson 
joined  in  the  request  that  the  duty  should 
be  from  15  per  cent,  to  20  per  cent,  on 
boring  tools,  including  jars,  bits,  under- 
rimers,  fishing  tools,  boxes,  and  pins,  sin- 
kers, and  sand  pumps.  The  item  has 
r.othing  to  do  with  the  motive  power,  but 
merely  with  boring  tools. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — It  does  not  include 
the  particular  part  of  the  machine  that  does 
the  cutting.  It  does  not  include  the  dia- 
mond. 

Mr.  Page. — The  honorable  member  for 
Bendigo  has  just  said  that  it  includes 
bits. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Our  recommenda- 
tion is  confined  to  artesian-boring  tools, 
and  we  think  that  they  should  be  dutiable 
at  20  per  cent.,  whilst  we  think  wire  rope 
and  casings  should  be  free. 

Mr.  Page. — What  I  want  to  know  from 
the  Minister  is  what  is  to  be  free,  and 
what  is  to  be  dutiable. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.  -The  wire  rope  is 
free,  but  I  am  not  sure  about  the  casings. 

'Mr.  Page. — I  want  to  know  atxwt  the 
casings. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Casing  is  not  ma- 
chinerv. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— That  is  quite  true. 
The  tools  include  the  items  I  have  just 
enumerated. 

^^r.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [--^31 — T  a™ 
objecting  to  the  duty  proi)OSL'j,  but  I  do 
wish  to  know  what  the  item  will  cover. 
I  want  to  know  exactlv  what  the  Trea- 
surer me. ins  bv  artesian -boring  machines. 
The  Chairman  of  tlie  Tariff  Commission 
has  stated  that  it  would  cover  almost  every- 
thing connected  with  artesian  bores. 

Sir  John  Forbest. — We  are  dealing 
only  with  the  tools. 

Sir.  PAGE. — ^This  is  a  most  peculiar  po- 
sition, and  apparently  every  member  of  the 
Committee  can  give  me  information  on  the 
subject  with  the  exception  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Tariff. 

Sir  William  Ltoe. — And  I  am  not 
going  to  be  drawn  to  introduce  anything 
that  may  not  be  exactly  classed  as  boring 
tocls. 

Mr.  PAGE.— I  have  no  wish  to  trap  the 

honorable  gentleman,  but  surely  the  Com- 
mittee is  entitled  to  know  what  he  in- 
tends shall  be  covered  by  the  term  "  ar- 
tesian boring  machines."  The  honorable 
gentleman  has  said  that  it  would  not  cover 
casing.  I  want  the  information  £or  which 
I  am   seeking  ftsui^^  vJj^d^^  L6f  my 
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constituents,  and  I  shall  get  it  before  this 
item  goes  through  if  I  have  to  stay  here 
for  a  week. 

Sir  William  LvJre. — I  cannot  give  it  to 
the  honorabie  member,  I  am  nut  going  to 
bind  the  Department 

Mr.  PAGE. — Every  other  member  of  the 
Committee  appears  to  be  able  to  g^ve  the 
information. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — Other  members  of 
the  Committee  have  not  the  responsibility 
which  I  should  have  if  I  recorded  an 
c^unioo  00  the  subject  in  Hansard. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Ikvine. — The  honorable 
member  cannot  expect  the  Minister  to 
enumerate  all  the  parts  of  the  machine. 
The  honorable  gentleman  hfts  said  that  the 
item  does  not  include  casing. 

Sir  WiixuM  LvNE. — It  does  not  include 
the  motive  power,  the  casing,  or  the  actual 
bits. 

Mr.  Fbazse.— The  only  thing  left  is  the 
rod. 

Mr.  PAGE. — The  rods  and  the  rope  are 
about  the  cHily  things  left. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  term  would  not  in- 
clude the  motive  power  for  driving  the  ma- 
chinery, 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  have  seen  hundreds  of 
bores  put  down.  The  turning  of  the  rods 
is  done  by  hand. 

Mr.  Watson. — Does  the  htniorable  mem- 
ber mean  to  say  that  a  3,000-foot  bore  is 
sunk  by  hand? 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  am  talking  about  the 
turning  of  the  rods,  and  the  honorable 
memb^  is  thinking  of  the  working  of  the 
jars.  The  one  is  turning,  and  the  other 
is  sinking.  I  intend  to  st(^  here  until  I 
get  the  information  f%x  which  I  have 
asked.  The  Treasurer  has  not  said 
whether  the  rods  used  would  be  duty  free 
or  not.  Are  the  wire  rope  and  the  shackles 
used  in  connexion  with  artesian  boring  to 
be  free?  I  have  said  that  I  do  not  wish 
to  trap  the  Minister,  but  I  should  be  told 
exactly  what  would  be  admitted  free  and 
what  would  have  to  pay  duty,  if  any  of 
the  appliances  used  in  connexi(»i  with  ar- 
tesian boring  can  be  made  in  Australia,  I 
am  prepared  to  assist  the  Minister  in  im- 
posing a  duty  upon  them,  but  I  wish  to 
help  my  constituents  by  letting  them  know 
what  they  will  have  to  pay  duty  on,  and 
what  they  can  import  duty  free. 

Mr..  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[2.26].— I  do  not  know  what  all  the  fuss  is 
about.  The  matter  appears  to  me  to  be 
as  clear  as  daylight.  The  term  covers  every- 
thing used  in  connexion  with  artesian  bor- 


ing that  is  not  specially  clas^fied.  We  do 
not  want  a  list  as  long  as  frcnn  here  to 
Christmas  of  the  various  articles  required 
in  boring.  Shackles  were  mentioned,  and 
they  are  used  for  many  purposes  as 
well  as  for  artesian  bores.  Rods  and  wire 
ropes  have  also  been  mentioned,  and  they 
are  used  for  a  thousand  and  one  purposes. 

Mr.  COOX  (Batman)  [2.27].— I  should 
like  to  correct  a  statement  made  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Maranoa  with  respect  to 
mxA  soouriDg  machines.  I  know  of  a  case 
in  Thidi  an  imported  and  an  Australian 
madiine  are  being  wcvked  side  by  side,  and 
the  Australian  machine  is  doing  double  the 
quantity  of  work  done  by  the  imported  ma- 
chine. The  Minister  proposes  a  duty  of 
15  iper  cent.,  and  I  thought  the  Chairman 
of  the  Tariff  Commission  would  have  h-id 
something  to  say  about  the  evidence  on  tlu! 
miUter  before  the  Ccxnmission. 

Mr.  pAOB.— I  never  questioned  the  fact 
that  these  machines  were  made  here. 

Mr.  COOX.~The  witnesses  examined 
by  the  Commission  asked  for  a  30  per  cent. 

duty. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Let  us  get  along. 

Mr.  COON. — The  country  has  had  to 
pay  for  the  inquiry  which  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission made  into  these  mattors,  and  we 
should  take  some  notice  of  the  evidence  col- 
lected by  the  Commission.  It  shows  that 
previous  to  Federation  a  manufacturer  of 
these  machines  was  employing  sixty  men. 
whilst  under  the  i2|  per  cent,  duty  he  is 
employing  only  ten. 

Mr.  IteDGES. — What  manufacturer  does 
the  honcM-able  member  refer  to? 

Mr.  COOX.— Pullan  and  Co.,  of  Mel- 
bourne. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Of  course  there 
could  be  no  other  reason  but  the  low  dut> 
for  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  men 
employed. 

Mr.  COON. — That  was  the  reason  given 
by  the  manufacturer.  A  manufacturer  iii 
Brisbane  also  gave  evidence  on  the  subject. 
Why  should  the  rate  be  reduced  to  15  per 
cent.  ?  Machinery  is  lying  idle  in  my 
electorate  in  connexion  with  this  industr}', 
and  the  place  is  practically  dosed  down. 
The  Committee  should  have  some  informa- 
tion from  the  Chairman  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission on  this  item.  A  large  amount  of 
evidence  was  given  about  it,  but  none  of 
it  has  been  quoted  so  far  in  this  debat(^. 
If  the  dutv  has  the  effect  of  reducing 
prices,  and  of  giving  emnlpyment,  whv 
should  we  reduce  ii(b?tized&^0€jg*ethe 
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Iteopte  who  ask  for  30  and  2$  per  cent., 
"We  will  give  you  only  15  per  cent.?" 
Why  hare  the  Goremraerit  come  down  from 
theii  original  proposition?  If  the  Go- 
veminent  agree  to  a  revenue  duty,  which 
will  give  no  protection,  the  result  will  be 
to  put  up  the  prices  of  machines  and  tools 
used  in  connexion  with  various  industries. 
A  high  protective  Tariff,  which  encourages 
local  competition,  will  reduce  prices.  The 
price  of  one  b<x>t-making  machine  when 
there  was  no  local  competition  waa  ^70. 
As  soon  as  the  local  competition  toc^  place 
it  was  reduced  to  ^£50.  In  addition,  the 
American  trust  stated  that  thejr  were  pie- 
fuied  to  supply  their  madiines  at  20  per 
cent  less.  I  gave  an  illustration  earlier 
in  the  sitting  of  local  ccmpetiticm  reducing 
the  price  of  wool-scouring  machines  by 
^350.  In  New  Zealand,  the  duty  is  20 
per  cent,  agairst  Great  Britain,  and  30  per 
rent,  aga'mst  the  foreigner.  We  should 
have  the  same  rates  here.  I  am  surprised 
at  the  Government  climbing  down  as  they 
have  done. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — In  New  Zealand 
the  rate  is  20  per  cent,  on  a  few  items, 
while  others  are  free. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [2.34].— I 
understand  that  there  is  an  agreement  for 
a.  general  duty  of  15  per  cent,  on  this  item. 
That  appears  to  be  quite  sufficient,  but  1 
tate  this  opportunity  of  pnnting  out  the 
extraordinary  position  occupied  by  swne 
boioraUe  manbers.  In  the  case  of  ma- 
^inery  for  the  mining  industry,  which  is 
one  of  the  great  primary  interests  of  Aus- 
tralia, a  number  of  apparent  prohibitionists 
were  not  prepared  to  go  below  duties  of  25 
per  cent,  in  the  general  TarifiF  and  per 
cent,  as  against  Great  Britain.  Some  hon- 
<wable  members  fought  for  even  higher 
dnties,  but  when  it  is  a  question  of  ma- 
chinery for  secondary  industries,  they  re- 
gard 15  per  cent,  as  sufficient,  especially 
in  the  case  of  those  allegedly  important  anS 
highly  technical  machines  for  tanning  hides 
or  making  hats,  or  fot  use  in  woollen  mills. 
I  think  that  one  indtntry  should  be  put 
upon  the  same  basis  as  another  as  regards 
the  duties  on  its  machinery.  There  is 
nothing  highly  technical  in  the  manufacture 
of  the  machines  included  in  this  item  as 
compared  with  some  intricate  mining  m.i- 
chinery,  yet  an  extraordinary  preference  is 
given  to  one  industry  over  another.  That 
preference,  moreover,  is  given  to  industries 
which'  already  receive  considerable  assist- 
Ince  from  the  Tariff  by  protection  on  the 
ooounodities  which  they  produce. 


Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — ^I  understand  that 
the  Government  have  accepted  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  believe  that  they 
have,  and  I  admit  that  that  seems  to  settle 
the  question^  but  an  explanation  ought  to 
be  given  why  25  per  cent,  and  20  per  cent, 
duties  are  imp(Ked  on  the  machinery  of  a 
great  primary  industry  whidi  can  rec^ve 
no  direct  benefit  from  the  TarifiF,  while 
there  is  such  an  extraordinary  anxiety 
to  reduce  to  15  per  cent,  the  duty 
on  machinery  for  secondary  industries, 
which  certainly  can  be  made  in  this  country. 
With  the  natural  i>rotection  in  the  case  of 
all  the  articles  included  in  this  item,  ex- 
cepting, perhaps,  some  of  the  boring  machi- 
nery, 15  per  cent,  is  ample,  but  it  will 
be  necessary  for  some  of  those  who 
voted  for  a  25  per  cent,  duty  on  other  ma- 
chinery to  show  special  reascms  why  they 
should  vote  for  15  per  cent,  in  this  case. 
There  seems  to  be  a  certain  amount  of 
mystery,  so  far  as  the  Treasurer  is  ctm- 
cerned,  surrounding  artesian  boring  ma- 
chines, but  outside  of  the  motive  power, 
rods,  bit,  and  cable  of  a  lx)ring  machine, 
what  remains?  Thev  are  not  very  technical, 
but  if  they  are  not  being  produced  ccMnmer- 
cially  in  Australia  they  might  well  be 
placed  on  the  free  list,  because  it  is  very 
much  more  important  to  Australia  to  en- 
courage artesian  boring  in  arid  districts 
than  it  is  to  have  two  «  three  men  engaged 
in  a  factory  near  one  of  the  big  cities. 
Inunense  areas  of  arid  land  could  be 
utilized  by  the  discovery  of  artesian  water, 
and  that  would  mea^i  thousands  of  pounds 
to  Australia.  Motive-power  m;,chines  have 
already  been  dealt  with  under  the  n.e.i. 
division  in  a  previous  item,  and  I  suppose 
th.-it  five  men  would  be  able  to  produce  all 
the  rods,  cables,  or  bits  needed  in  Aus- 
tralia. If  they  cannot  be  oMnmerdally 
manufactured  here,  they  ought  to  be  on  the 
free  list,  and  riot  subject  to  a  duty  of  15 
per  cent.,  although  in  regard  to  the  rest  ot 
the  item  I  do  not  feel  disposed  to  vote  tat 
a  lower  dutv  than  15  per  cent.  At  the  same 
time,  there  is  no  necessity  to  make  the  duty 
any  higher  than  15  per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [2.40]. — The  honorable  member  for 
Kalgoorlie  is  continually  accusing  honor- 
able members  of  voting  in  different  ways  on 
different  kinds  of  machinery,  but  the  ma- 
chinery under  this  item  is  not  in  the  same 
category  as  that  which  the  honorable 
member  refers  to.  Any  one  who  votes  for 
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a  IS  per  cent,  duty  on  this  item  sIkhiM 
not  be  considered  inconsistent  because  he 
has  vo^  for  duties  of  25  and  20  per 
cent.  (XI  previous  items. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Why  are  they  not  in  the 
same  category? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— These  are  far 
smaller  matters.  One  cannot  compare  a 
pin  with  an  engine. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Yesterday  a  number  of 
honorable  members  regarded  a  nail  as 
equal  to  a  thousand -horse-power  engine. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  has  occupied  a  great  deal  of  time 
in  connexion  with  machinery.  If  this  de- 
lay is  to  continue,  there  is  not  the  slight- 
est chance  of  getting  the  Tariff  through  in 
a  reasmable  tune.  I  am  sure  that  honor- 
able members  do  not  want  to  be  called 
back  about  the  middle  of  January  to  re- 
sume the  consideration  of  the  Tariif.  It 
is  a  case  of  "Harp,  harp,  harp."  Hon- 
orable members  must  do  one  thing  or  the 
other.  Great  progress  must  he  made  during 
the  rest  of  the  week,  or  it  will  not  be  pos- 
sible to  go  much  further. 

Mr.  Frazer. — The  Minister  will  not  in- 
fluence me  to  rush  the  Tariff  through  by  a 
threat  of  l(Miger  sittings.  I  shall  be  no 
party  to  slumming. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— If  honorable 
members  are  going  to  obstruct  simply  be- 
cause they  cannot  get  their  own  way,  we 
shall  never  get  the  Tariff  through  in  twelve 
months  or  two  years.  I  cannot  get  my 
own  way  in  manv  things,  but  I  have  had 
to  submit.  I  propose  to  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  leave  out  the  asterisk  and  the 
foot-note  which  have  been  several  times  re- 
ferred to,  and  to  insert  after  the  words 
'*  machinery  for  scouring  and  washing 
wool,"  the  words  *'  machinery  and  parts 
thereof  used  in  the  manufacture  and  treat- 
nmit  'of  (ibrotis  materials  and  felt  and 
felt  hats."  I  understood  that  it  was 
the  desire  of  the  Committee  to  strike 
out  the  rebate  provisions  appearin;^  at 
the  end  of  the  Tariff,  and  to  in- 
clude all  this  class  of  marhinerv  under 
one  item.  There  has  since  bfrn  a  prn- 
posal  to  add  marhiites  required  in  the 
manufacture  nf  tops. 

Mr.  Watson. — Would  the  machines  re- 
ferred to  for  the  manufacture  of  Abrous 
materials  cover  woollen  manufactures,  or 
are  thev  confined  to  flax  making? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— The  intention 
is  to  cover  the  items  mentioned  in  the 
bounties  Bill. 


Mr.  Watson. — I  think  that  more' than 
those  itons  will  be  covered. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.— I  think  so;  and 
unless  further  complications  are  to  be 
created,  the  proposal  must  be  amended. 
There  seems  to  be  a  desire  to  have  a  uni- 
form duty  of  15  per  cent.,  though,  pers(»i- 
aliy,  I  think  that  desire  is,  perhaps,  a 
mistake.  A  great  number  of  these  items 
were  free  in  the  old  Tariff,  while  others 
bore  a  duty  of  12J  per  cent.  The  A 
division  of  the  Tariff  Commission  recom- 
mended a  duty  of  so  per  cent.,  while  the 
B  division  recommended,  in  certain  cases, 
10  per  cent.,  and,  in  other  cases,  15  per 
cent.  Evidently  there  is  a  feeling  that, 
as  I  say,  there  ought  to  be  a  tmiform  duty 
of  15  per  cent ;  and  in  order  to  save  time, 
that  might  as  well  be  acc^ited.  So  far 
as  the  machines  mentioned  by  the  hcwior- 
able  member  for  Batman  are  ccMKemed, 
those  interested  in  the  manufacture  have 
no  ground  of  complaint,  except  that  the 
duty  that  will  be  imposed  is  not  so  high 
as  that  proposed  by  the  Government.  At 
the  same  time,  the  duty  which  the  Com- 
mittee seem  to  desire  is  higher  than  that 
in  the  old  Tariff.  The  proposal  now  is 
to  make  all  dutiable  at  15  per  cent 

Mr.  Wynne. — A  good  awrage! 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  be- 
lieve in  averages  in  these  cases.  It  will 
be  necessary  to  first  move  that  the  asterisk 
be  struck  out,  so  as  to  eliminate  the  foot- 
note "  Subject  to  rebiite  under  the  ctwidi- 
tions  specified  in  the  schedule  hereto."  I 
move — 

That  the  nslciisk,  paragraph  A,  be  left  out. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [2.50].— I 
do  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
the  item,  but  in  order  to  make  a  personal 
explanation  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment. When  the  honorable  member  for 
Fawkner  was  dealing  with  item  150,  he 
quoted  son«  letters  in  which  it  was  stated 
that  the  discs  or  plates  used  in  omnexion 
with  disc  ploughs  and  harrows  were  not 
made  in  Australia.  I  challenged  the  hon- 
orable member's  statement,  and  said  that 
these  articles  were  made  by  a  gentle- 
man whose  name  I  gave  at  the  time, 
and  who  carries  on  l^iness  at  Finley, 
in  the  State  of  New  South  Wales. 
I  find,  howev-er,  that  1  was  misinformed.  I 
have  been  in  communk:ation  with  the  gentle- 
man, and  he  writes  that,  while  it  is  true 
he  manufactures  disc  ploughs  and  harrows, 
the  discs  or  plates  are  imported. 

Mr.  Hedges. — EverybodOcQfi^^^  but 
the  honorable  member  I  ^ 
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Mr.  CHANTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  not  quite  fair.  When  there  axe  ad- 
vertisonents,  such  as  that  I  non  hold  in  my 
hand,  declaring  that  the  patents  are  held 
by  the  manufacturers,  and  thus  leading  to 
the  belief  that  the  whole  machine  is  made 
by  them,  the  conclusicn  at  which  I  arrived 
is  a  very  natural  one.  I  have  no  desire  that 
the  Committee  should  remain  under  any 
misapprehensioa  so  far  as  this  manufacturer 
is  concerned ;  and,  if  his  statement  be  cor- 
rect, I  suggest  that  an  opptvtunity  should 
be  aiforded  to  reconsider  the  item,  with  a 
view  to  pladn£  the  discs  or  plates  on  the 
free  list. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN  (Fawkner)  [2.53].— I 
am  glad  to  hear  the  manly  explanation  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Riverina;  and 
I  hope  that  his  suggestion  to  recwnmit 
Item  150  will  be  accepted  by  the  Trea- 
surer. The  articles  referred  to  are  ad- 
mittedly not  made  in  the  Commonwealth; 
and  to  retain  the  duty  would  simply  in- 
crease the  prices  of  ploughs  and  harrows 
which  are  very  largely  used  by  agricul- 
turists. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment)  <by  Si^  jWiluam  Lyne) 
pn^nsed — 

That  after  the  woid  "wool,"  paragraph  a, 
nc  words  "  Machinery  and  parts  thereof  used 
m  the  manufacture  and  treatment  of  fibrous 
materials  and  felt  and  felt  hats"  be  inserted. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  understand  that 
diis  amendment  will  dispose  altogether  of 
the  provision  for  rebates? 

Sir  WxLUAJf  LVNE. — No;  I  shall  have 
to  move  the  omissicn  of  that  part  of  the 
schedule  to  whidi  the  hmorable  member 
refers. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  (North 
Sydney)  [2.55].  —  I  desire  to  draw  the 
Treasurer's  attention  to  what  I  think  is 
an  error  in  connexion  with  the  proposed 
duty  on  pneumatic  hammers.  It  was  not 
intended,  under  the  old  Tariff  nor,  do  I 
think,  in  this,  that  hand  [»ieumatic 
hammers  should  be  made  dutiable. 
These  patent  hand  hammers  are  not 
made  in  Australia,  and,  under  the 
by-laws,  ought  to  be  free  as  machine 
tools  for  me^  woriung,  caulking,  chip* 
ping,  and  riveting.  As  the  item  appears 
now,  however,  these  hand  pneumatic  ham- 
mers are  made  dutiable  under  the  all- 
embracing  words  "pneumatic  hammers," 
Steam  hammers,  where  the  steam  operates 
within  the  tool,  are  allowed  in  free, 
while  other  steam  hammers  are  dutiable. 
[»39] 


I  suggest  that  after  the  words  "  pneumatic 
hammers"  the  words  "other  than  hand 
pneumatic  hammers"  be  inserted. 
^  Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  offer  to  the  suggesti<m. 

Amendments  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lvne) 
proposed — 

That  after  the  words  "  25  per  cent,"  para- 
graph A,  the  words,  *'  and  on  and  after  29th 
November,  1907,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff)  it,  per 
cent."  be  inserted}  and 

That  after  the  words  "ao  per  cent.,"  ]iAra> 
graph  A,  the  words  '*  and  on  an<i  after  agth 
November,  1907,  ad  val.  (United  Kingdom)  15 
per  cent.,"  be  inserted. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [2.58]— 
Mr.  James,  a  manufacturer  of  tools,  for- 
merly employed  a  ^at  number  of  men 
and  did  sane  very  impcvtant  work,  but, 
under  the  operation  of  the  present  duties, 
his  business  has  almost  disappeared.  In 
my  opinion,  a  duty  of  15  per  cent  is  much 
too  low. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — Probably  the 
h(xiorable  member  was  not  present  when  it 
was  arranged  to  compromise,  and  thus  save 
a  long  debate,  by  imposing  a  uniform  dutr 
of  15  per  cent. 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Ltne) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  asterisk,  paragraph     be  left  out. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
smer)  [3.1]. — I  move — 

That  the  words  "blowers  for  foundry  and 
mining  purposes,"  paragraph  B,  be  left  out. 

I  intend  at  a  later  stage  to  move  after  the 
words  "artesian  boring  tools,  n.e.i."  the 
insertion  of  a  new  line,  which  will  include 
the  articles  which  I  now  propose  to  elimi- 
nate. They  will  thus  still  be  dutiable  at 
15  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [3.2].— I  pre- 
sume that  it  is  intended  to  strike  out  the 
foot-no'.e,  "  Subject  to  rebate  under  the 
conditions  specified  in  the  schedule  here-  " 
to."  Otherwise,  the  effect  of  the  omissicHi 
of  the  asterisk  will  be  that  instead  of  the 
foot-note  applying  to  a  particular  item  it 
will  apply  to  the  whole  of  the  items  on 
this  page. 

Sir  WiLLUM  Lyne. — I  consulted  the 
Chairman  upon  that  point,  and  he  informed 
me  that  the  effect  of  omitting  the  asterisk 
would  be  to  nullify  the  foot-note. 

The  CHArRMAN.— It  appears  to  me 
that  the  foot-note  was  intended  to  refer 
only  to  that  portion  of  the  item  which  was 
immediately    preceded    by    the  asterisk. 
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Seeing  that  the  asteriftk  has  been  omitted, 
the  foot-note  cannot  apply  to  any  of  these 
items. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— It  seems  to  me  that 

iti  the  absence  of  the  asterisk  the  focrt-note 
may  be  taken  to  apply  to  the  whole  of 
the  items  on  the  page. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendments  by  (Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  words  '"  pneinnatic  ■hammers," 
[lara^miih  u,  Cxe  words  "other  Aan  hand  pneu- 

n.-  lic  harrmcrs     be  inserted. 

That  after  the  words  *'  Artesian  boring  tooll 
n.e.i.;"  paragraph  B,  the  following  new  line 'he 
inserted,  "  Blowers  n.e.i." 

Th.n  aftrr  the  words  *' 35  per  cent.,"  paia- 
graph  B,  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  39th 
November,  11)07,  val.  (General  Tariff)  15  per 
cent."  be  inserted. 

That  after  the  words  "20  per  cent.,"  parB' 
graph  B,  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  agth 
November,  11)07,  ad  val.  (United  Ktngdam]  15 
per  cent."  be  inserted. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Pi»tponed   item    167    (Machine  tools) 
agreed  to. 

I'ostponed  item  171.  Hnnufaclurea  of  metal 
n.e.i.  ad  val.  (General  Tariff)  30  per  cent., 
(United  Kingdom)  25  per  cent. 

Mr.    JOSEPH    C00&  (Parramatta) 

[3.12]. — It  occurs  to  me  that,  having  Inti- 
mated his  intention  of  eliminatiiig  the  sche- 
dule at  the  end  of  the  TarilT,  the  Treasurer 
might  very  well  consider  the  propriety  of 
incorporating  item  169  with  168,  and  of 
.striking  out  the  latter  item  altogether. 
Neither  the  Department  nor  the  Treasurer 
can  advance  any  reason  for  the  retention 
<»f  that  schedule. 

Sir  William  Lvne, — I  will  consider  the 
matter.  I  want  to  look  into  it  further.  If 
the  honorable  member  will  allow  the  item 
to  pass,  I  will  consider  the  question. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [3.13].— Inciden- 
tally I  may  mentitxi  that  item  169  is  af- 
fected by  this  item,  and  that  the  wording 
of  item  769  is  somewhat  ambiguous.  Tools 
of  trade  for  the  use  of  artisans  and  me- 
chanics were  intended  to  be  free,  but  the 
Department  holds  that  they  cannot  be  ad- 
mitted free  unless  they  are  specified  by 
departmental  bv-law. 

Mr.  "W.  H.  Irvine. — The  p«nt  ought  to 
lie  made  clear,  at  all  events. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— T  have  read  three  or  four 
commimications  dealing  wMh  the  matter. 
If  I  am  not  mistaken  **  roll  shells  "  have 
lieen  rranoved  from  an  item  under  which 
they  were  free  and  placed  tmder  this  item. 
Now,  roll  shells  are  verj-  largely  used  in 


conoexiQD  with  mining  operiitioDS.  Tbey 
axe  manirfactured  only  by  one  local  com- 
pany, and  I  am  infonned  by  men  fmu 
Broken  HiU  that  the  local  ty-manufactured 
roll  shells  are  not  mtx:h  good.  It  is  only 
tmder  the  oonipnlsion  of  circtmistances  that 
they  are  used.  According  to  telegrams  re- 
ceived from  Broken  Hill  within  the  past 
three  <a-  four  days,  consternation  was 
created  at  that  centre  by  the  action  of  the 
Cmnmittee  in  removing  roll  shelis  frwn  the 
free  iist  and  including  them  in  this  item 
under  which  they  are  dutiable  at  30  per  cent. 
Inasmuch  as  the  mining  industry  is  heavily 
taxed  already  under  the  Tariff,  and  seeing 
that  it  gives  employment  to  about  1x2,000 
persons,  and  that  our  mineral  exports  are 
worth  about  ^^25, 000,000  a  year,  whereas 
our  manufactured  exports  are  worth  only  a 
little  over  ,000,000  a  year,  I  trust  that 
the  Treasurer  will  recoasider  this  matter, 
and  not,  apparently  in  the  iiiter»ts  of  one 
firm,  unduly  tax  an  article  "very  largely 
t>sed  in  mining. 

Sir  John  QtncK. — ^To  which  finn  does 
the  hcHiorable  member  refer? 

Mr.  GLYNN.— Does  that  affect  the 
question  ?  I  am  informed  that  under  the 
Tariff  of  1902  roll  shells  were  free.  My 
informants  state  that  the  Steel  Company 
of  Australasia  makes  sheila,  and  that  they 
have  tried  a  few,  with  poor  results.  Those 
made  by  Kriipp  undoubtedly  have  the 
Icmgest  life,  and  are  of  uniform  quality,  a 
virtue  which  the  Aufitraiian  article  does  not 
possess.  Inasmuch  aa  they  use  thirty  sets 
per  annum  in  a  new  mill,  tlie  duty  will 
ccHne  to  a  very  considerable  sum.  The 
following  letter  has  been  sent  to  me  to  show 
how  many  and  various  are  the  articles 
which  come  under  item  171 — 

Since  writing  you  on  Tuesday  with  regard  to 
this,  we  have  liad  the  curiosity  to  look  up  a  few 
of  the  items  which  tbe  Customs  bring  under  this 
beading,  and  we  -find  amongst  them  the  follow* 
tog  heterogeneous  list,  viz.  :  Blackamiths'  anvili ; 
masons'  sieves  and  liddles;  bells  of  every,  de- 
scription; door  bolts;  lire  proof  safes;  hinges; 
gate  latches ;  iion,  water  and  steam  tubes,  op 
to  4  inches ;  trace  and  do^  'Chains,  navnrtes* 
picks;  gas  pipe  tongs;  cast  iron  saucepans  and 
boilers;  cash  boxes;  corkscrews.;  fenders  and 
fire  irons;  glue  pots;  blocks  and  pulleys. 

In  the  above  list  we  know  of  only  two  Knes 
which  are  being  made  m  tbe  States,  viz.  :  ctiah 
boxes  and  fire  proof  safes,  so  that  you  will  see 
that,  with  these  exceptims,  the  item  is  purely  a 
revenue  line. 

I  hope  that  prolecticmists  will  agree,  eitho' 
to  the  reduction  of  the  {ncfpond  ntea  qI£ 
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tioa  which  I  have  givea  to  the  Committee 
has  come  to  me  fiom  correspondents  who 
can  be  absolutely  relied  chi. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [3-18].— 
The  Minister  should  give  us  ipore  informa- 
tion as  to  'what  it  is  intended  to  bring 
within  this  drag-net  item,  and  what  it  is 
intended  to  exempt.  Tn  the  1902  Tariff 
there  is  a  long  list  of  articles  exempted 
from  the  duties  on  manufactures  of  metals. 
Nothing  of  the  kind  appears  in  this  Tariff, 
and  we  have  no  information  as  to  what 
the  Department  will,  later  on,  declare  to 
be  included  in  item  171,  and  what  will  be 
exempted  from  the  proposed  duties. 
Another  matter  to  which  I  wish  to  refer  is 
this :  The  Government  in  the  future  will 
have  to  import  a  large  qtianrity  of  copper 
wire  for  the  extension  of  its  telegraphs  and 
telephmes.  I  am  aware  that  no  direct  Go- 
vernment importati(»is  are  dutiable,  but, 
inasmuch  as  this  material  will  probably 
have  to  he  pindiasod  from  contractors, 
who  will  import  it,  the  free  list  is  the 
proper  place  f<x  many  of  these  articles. 
The  adopti<m  of  a  duty  will  irrrolve  hij^er 
}xices;  it  will  artificiaUy  inflate  the  revemie, 
and  we  shall  be  repeating  the  ei- 
pcri&iee  of  Victoria,  where,  during  a  boom, 
the  Government  inflated  their  revenue  by 
Urging  hid^  duties  upon  articles  im- 
ported for  GovemiBait  use.  Our  accounts 
will  become  complicated,  in^mucH  as 
three-fourthft  of  the  sevenve  from  Customs 
and  Excise  must  be  returned  to  the  States. 

^rT.  DuGAtD  Thomson.— If  the  Govern- 
ment obtained  quotations  in  bond,  there 
would  be  no  duty  to  pay. 

Mr.  MAHON.— It  would  be  ail  right 
so  long  as  the  contractors  had  not  to  pav 
the  duty.  If  duky  is  paid,  the  Canaion- 
wealth  gets  only  one- fourth  and  the  States 
the  remaining  three- fourths,  so  that  it  is 
not  sound  finance  to  impose  duties  on  'Com- 
monwealth requirementSi. 

Sff  William  Lyne. — Ct^per  wire  is  free 
under  the  Tariff. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — The  Committee 
agreed  to  thai  a  few  davs  ago. 

Mi.  MAHON.— What' about  galvanized 
iron  wire? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.— That,  too,  is  free. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — A  number  of 
exemptions  are  specified  in  the  next  few 
pages  of  the  Tariff. 

Sir  William    Lvne. — Yes;    in  items 
with  which  we  have  alreadv  dealt.  We 
are  now  dealii^  with  items,  the  considera- 
tion of  which  was  postponed  originally. 
[239]— 2 


Mr.  MAHON. — It  would  be  impossible, 
without  an  enormous  amount  of  labor,  to 
identify  in  the  Tariff  all  the  articles  to 
which  my  remarks  apply.  There  are  many 
other  imported  commodities,  besides  cop- 
per wire,  used  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Iktine.— Is  this  not  rather 
a  matter  of  administraticm  ? 

Mr.  MAHON.— Not  quite.  The  course 
suggested  by  the  honorable  member  for 
North  Sydney  could  be  followed;  but  it 
is  worth  while  to  bear  in  mind  the  undc- 
sirability  of  collecting  duty  cm  goods  im- 
ported for  the  various  services  of  the  Cwn- 
monwealth.  The  cost  of  all  the  imported 
articles  used  by  the  various  Departments 
vvill  be  increased  if  they  are  made  duti- 
able, and  this  will  give  a  false  impression 
as  to  the  actual  amount  of  our  Customs 
revenue. 

Sir  John  Forrest.  —  We  cannot  deal 
with  the  matter  in  any  other  way,  unless 
we  give  a  rebate. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Where  large 
lines  are  concerned,  we  can  avoid  the  pay- 
ment of  duty. 

Mr.  MAHON.— That  is  so;  but  it  is 
an  anomalous  thing  merely  to  take  monfiy 
out  of  ooR  pocket  to  put  it  into  another. 

Sir  JoHH  Forrest. —It  does  not  matter^ 
so  long  as  we  do  not  lose  any  of  it. 

Mr.  MAHON. — But  we  shall  lose  some 
of  it,  because  three-fourths  of  our  re- 
ceipts must  be  returned  to  the  States,  the 
Commonwealth  retaining  only  one-fourth. 
To  levy  duty  on  Commonwealth  imports  is 
a  f^Ise  way  of  obtaining  revenue. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — In  the  States  they 
ha.ve  treated  bwrowed  money  as  revenue. 

Mr.  MAHON.  —  There  have  been  all 
kinds  of  devices  adopted  by  the  States  Go- 
vernments for  meeting  their  difficulties.  If 
borrowed  money  has  been  used  to  pay  in- 
terest I  hope  that  it  is  not  being  done 
now,  and  that  it  will  never  be  done  by 
the  Commonwealth,  I  should  like  the 
Government  to  prepare  a  list,  similar  to 
that  in  the  1902  Tariff,  showing  the  ex- 
emptions under  this  item. 

Sir  John  Fchirest. — What  about  the 
man  who  manufactures  in  Australia  goods 
of  the  kinds  imported  for  the  service  of 
the  Commonwealth  ? 

Mr  MAHOX.— I  have  been  speaking  of 
material  which  caniK>t  be  obtained  in  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— The  honorable 
member's  contention  is  that,  if  duty  be 
levied  on  Cwranonwealth  requiremwits,  the 
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various-  Departments  will  have  to  pay  more 
for  the  material  they  buy,  while  the  Cwn- 
monwealth  will  be  able  to  retain  only  one- 
fourth  of  the  revenue  produced  by  the 
duties. 

Mr.  MAHOX.  —  Exactly.  Another 
matt^  to  which  I  wish  to  call  attention  is 
this :  Parliament  is  voting  various  rates 
of  duty  for  the  encouragement  of  our  dif- 
ferent industries.  Those  rates  must  be  re- 
garded as  the  maximum  protection  which 
we  think  should  be  given  to  those  indus- 
tries. But  the  practice  of  the  Departments 
has  been  to  give  local  tenderers  a  prefer- 
ence of  from  15  to  25  per  cent,  over  foreign 
cunpetitors,  in  addition  to  the  duty.  That, 
in  my  opinion,  is  illegitimate  and  improper. 

Mr.  SAMPSOX  (Wimmera)  [3.29].— 
Item  171  covers,  I  take  it,  practically  all 
the  manufactures  of  metal  not  elsewhere 
specifically  dealt  with  in  the  Tariff.  Yes- 
terday, however,  after  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
cussiMi,  the  Committee  decided  that  the 
rates  of  duty  which  should  apply  to  the 
various  kinds  of  machinery  dealt  with  under 
items  163,  and  164  should  be  25  and  20 
per  cent.,  and,  therefore,  I  intend  to  move 
t»  redu(»  the  rates  now  proposed  from  30 
and  25  to  25  and  20  per  cent  I  hope  that 
the  Government,  with  a  view  to  exi^diting 
business,  will  accept  the  suggestion. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer [3.30]. — I  desire  to  insert  the  letter 
"  A  "  before  the  words  "  manufactures  of 
metal  n.e.i.,"  in  order  to  make  a  separate 
paragraph,  and  then  to  insert  as  paragraph 
B  the  words  **  articles  made  entirely*  of 
aluminium  for  household  use,"  subject  to 
duties  of  10  and  5  per  cent,  respectively. 
I  have  made  inquiries,  but  cannot  find  that 
there  are  any  manufacturers  of  these  goods 
in  Australia. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— Why  not  make 
them  free?  Duties  of  10  and  5  per  c«it. 
are  not  intended  to  be  protective. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.— I  am  not  par- 
ticular as  to  whether  they  are  mule  free 
or  not. 

Mt.  Tudor. — ^ralfe  them  free. 

Sir   WILLIAM  LYNE.— I   am  quite 

agreeable  to  make  them  free.  T  move- 
That  the  letter  "a**  be  inserted-  before  the 

word  "  manufactures." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — I   am  willing  to 

accept  duties  of  25  and  20  per  cent. 

Amendments  (by  Mr.  Sampson)  agreed 
to — 

That  after  the  words  "  30  per  cent."  the  words 
and    on    and    after    a9th    November,  1907, 


ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  25  per  cent.";  and 
after  the  words  "25  per  cent."  the  words  "and 
on  and  after  29th  Novcrnber,  190;,  ad  val. 
(United  Kinydom),  20  per  cent.,"  be  inserted. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Ltne) 
agreed  to —  • 

That    the     following    new    paragraph  be 

added  :  — 

B.  Articles  made  entirely  of  aluminium  for 
household  use,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  5  per 
cent. ;  (Uitited  Kingdom),  free. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

1'osti.oned  item  i;2.  Saws  n.e.i.,.  ad  val. 
((General  Tanfl),  25  per  cent.;  (United  King- 
dom), 20  per  cent. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [3.32].— I  think 
that  the  Government  are  proposing  rather 
high  duties  on  saws,  which  are  tools  of 
trade  to  those  who  are  engaged  in  various 
industries  and  in  bush  work.  Therefore,  I 
move — 

'  That  after  the  words  "  35  per  cent."  the  words 
*'  and  on  and  after  39th  November,  1907,  ad 
val.  (General  Tariff),  15  per  cent."  ;  and  after 
the  words  "20  per  cent,"  the  words  "and  on 
and  after  39tb  November,  1907,  ad  val.  (United 
Kingdom),  15  per  cent.,"  Iw  inserted. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Are  saws  made 
here? 

Mr.  STORRER.— Yes,  in  Lonsdale- 
street. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [3.33].— Under  the  old  Tariff  all 
saws  were  free,  and  I  suggest  that  band 
and  circular  saws  should  be  made  free. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Those  are  the  saws 
which  are  principally  made  here. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— No;  there 
are  crosscut  and  other  saws  made. 

Sir  WiLU^  Lyne.— They  are  nearly 
all  made  here^ 

Mr.  D  UG  ALD  THOMSON.  —  The 
Minister  is  mistakoi. 

Mr.    Chanter. — Band  saws   are  made 

here. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  Band 
saws,  for  breaking  t^own  logs,  are  nearly  all 
imported,  because  the  saw-maldng  industry 
is  more  developed  in  other  countries.  In 
the  case  of  circular  saws  I  do  not  think  it 
is  desirable  to  restrict  the  range  of  choioe. 
The  lives  of  the  workers  depend  upon  the 
quality  of  the  saws.  If  the  users  are  not 
given  the  widest  range  of  clunce  they  are 
apt  to  take  a  saw  whidi  may  not  be  so 
reliable  as  the  saw  which  they  would 
otherwise  demand. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Does  not  the  howrable 
member  think  that  the  local  mantifactuiers 
will  study  the  question  of  quality  ^ 
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Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON,  —  That 
may  be  so,  but  I  would  give  to  the  users 
the'  widest  possible  range  of  choice, 
because  those  who  have  been  making  these 
saws  for  generati<xis  in  other  countries  have 
acquired  great  perfection  in  the  art.  The 
local  manufacturers  would  undoubtedly  get 
the  prefermce  if  they  made  good  circular 
saws;  but  I  would  not  limit  the  range  of 
choice.  I  propose  to  move  that  all  band 
and  circular  saws  be  duty  free. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [3-35]  — I 
hope  that  neither  amendment  wilt  be 
carried. 

Mr.  Hedges. — I  want  a  lower  duty  than 
15  per  cent. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  honorable 
member  wants  everything  tree; 

Mr.  Heixjes.— No. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  think  the  honor- 
able member  might  allow  me  to  put  the  case 
in  my  own  way. 

Mr.  Hedges. — From  the  Vk:torian  p(»nt 

of  view. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  recommenda- 
tions of  the  A  section  of  the  Tariff  C(Hnmis- 
sion  were  that  saws  generally  should  be 
liable  to  a  duty  of  20  per  cent.,  but  that 
hand  saws,  saw  plates,  steel  band  or  rib- 
brnis  for  making  saws  should  be  free.  So 
that  a  duty  of  20  per  cent  would  operate 
on  the  vCTy  class  of  saws  which  hcmorable 
members  want  either  to  exempt  or  to  be 
made  liable  to  a  lower  duty.  It  is  the  band 
and  circular  saws  which  we  want  to  have 
made  here.  We  pn^x»e  to  admit  free  the 
carpenter's  hand  saw ;  but  the  b^  saws  are 
being  made  in  Melbourne  and  Sydney,  and 
I  stiongly  object  to  th^  being  made  liable 
to  a  lower  duty,  or  to  being  placed  on  the 
free  list.  There  was  very  strong  and  satis- 
factOTy  evidence  given  in  favour  of  a  duty 
of  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  TiLiET  Brown. — ^By  how  many 
men? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— By  two  firms 
who  said  that  they  were  making  the  saws. 

Sir  John  Fousst. — ^They  want  a  good 
protection. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Twenty  per  cent, 
is  not  a  very  stKMig  piotecticm. 

Mr.  TnxEY  Brown. — I  think  that  the 
h<XK»'able  member  might  give  way  a  little 
when  the  general  body  of  the  Committee 
want  a  lower  dutv. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  do  not  know 
that  they  do.  The  honorable  member  wants 
to  smash  up  everything.  Provided  that 
hand  saws  and  raw  materials  are  admitted 
free,  I  think  that  a  duty  of  20  per  cent. 


might  fairlv  be  placed  on  the  big  saws 
which  can  be  made  here. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — Under  what  item  do 
hand  saws  come  in  free? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  do  not  know.  I 
caimot  ^d  the  item. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [3.38].— If 
there  axe  any  articles  in  this  sdiedule  which 
can  be  ccmsidered  tools  of  trade  they  are 
saws.  They  may  be  made  in  Melbourne 
and  Sydney,  but  they  are  used  all  over 
Australia. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — It  does  not  matter 
about  that  if  the  saws  can  be  made  here. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— The  saws  are  used  by 
men  who  have  not  seen  and  do  not  want 
to  see  Melbourne  or  Sydney.  They  are 
used  by  men  who  get  their  living  in  the  bush 
in  saw-mills,  both  small  and  large.  I  have 
bought  saws  in  different  States.  Last  year 
I  purchased  a  saw  in  Melbourne  but  I  had 
to  wait  foe  five  tx  six  weeks  while  it  was 
being  made. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Good  gradous  I 
What  a  terrible  thing  that  the  h(xi(»able 
member  should  have  to  wait  I 

Mr.  HEDGES.— I  shall  not  be  bullied 
out  of  my  course  by  the  Treasurer.  I  am 
speaking  of  what  I  know.  There  is  no 
chance  of  the  local  manufacturers  making 
saws  suitable  for  the  various  descriptions 
of  business  which  are  carried  on  in  Aus- 
tralia. For  sawing  hard  wood  and  soft 
wood,  different  kinds  of  teeth  are  required. 
Tasmania  requires  saws  different  from  those 
which  are  used  in  Western  Australia  or 
Queensland.  It  is  unfair  to  impose  duties 
of  25  and  20  per  cent.  I  am  a  reastxiable 
protectionist. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  h<HiorabIe  member  is 
joking. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— No;  I  am  not  a  hat 
maker.  Honorable  members  who  laugh 
have  just  allowed  the  free  admissicm  of 
hat-making  machines,  but  they  will  not  al- 
low a  man  who  is  employed  in  the  bu^ 
in  building  up  Australia  to  get  his  saws 
free  of  duty.  I  do  not  want  the  saws 
to  be  admitted  free,  but  I  desire  a  reasui- 
able  duty  to  be  levied.  According  to  some 
invoices  which  I  saw  to-day,  a  saw  which 
was  sold  at  i^s.  under  the  old  Tariff 
is  now  sold  at  £6  6s.  That  is  monstrous. 
I  want  honorable  manbers  to  realize  that 
these  high  duties  of  25  per  cent,  and  20 
per  cent,  affect  Queensland,  Tasmania, 
and  Western  Australia  particularly.  In 
my  opinion,  duties  of  15  per  cent,  and  10 
per  cent,  will  be  ^piite  6i*u^*^dgtepose. 
That  is  what  I  call  reasonable  protectuxi. 
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The  CHAIRMAN.— I  understand  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Nwlh  Sydney 
wishes  the  horwrable  member  for  Bass  to 
withdraw  his  amendment,  so  that  he  may 
raove  a  prior  one. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [3'4o]' — I  still  think  that  band 
and  circular  saws  should  be  made  duty 
free;  but  as  it  cannot  be, carried,  and  to 
save  time,  as  the  honorable  member  for 
Fremantle  is  going  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  reduce  the  preferential  dutv  to 
lo  per  cent,  I  shall  allow  the  propcsed 
duty  on  those  saws  to  go. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [3.41].—! 
wish  to  move — 

That  after  the  words  "  as  P*'  cent."  the  wonls 
"and  on  and  after  the  29th  November,  1907,  ad 
val,  (General  Tariff),  15  per  cent."  be  inserted. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [3.421  — 
What  the  honorable  member  for  Fremantle 
proposes  is  no  protection.  He  made  a 
statement  which  suggests  that  he  is  pre- 
judiced against  anything  eastern.  He  stated 
in  the  first  place  that  we  could  not  make 
anything  good,  and  in  the  second  place, 
that  he  had  to  wait  for  a  long  time  while 
a  saw  was  being  made. 

Mr.  Hedges. — I  did  not  say  that  they 
could  not  make  anything  good. 

Mr.  CHANTER— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  North  Sydney  has  said  that  the  life 
of  a  man  working  in  a  mill  depends  upon 
the  quality  of  the  saw  used. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS.— That  is  a  fact.  too. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— A  man  is  a  fool 
who  will  put  his  finger  or  neck  on  a  saw 
in  a  mill.  In  my  electorate  there  are  a 
considerable  number  of  saw-mills  dealing 
with,  perhaps,  as  hard  a  wood  as  the 
honorable  member  for  Fremantle  has  had 
any  experience  of,  namely,  the  well-known 
red  gum.  I  believe  that  the  majority  of 
the  sawmillers — certainly  some  of  them — 
prefer  the  Australian-made  saw  to  the  im- 
ported saw. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  did  not  say 
a  word  against  the  Australian  saw.  I 
merely  said  that  users  ou^ht  to  be  allowed 
the  widest  range  of  selection,  as  th«r  lives 
depended  upon  the  quality  of  the  saws 
which  thev  used. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— They  have  the 
widest  range  of  selection  now.  They  can 
please  themselves  as  to  whether  they  buy 
an  imported  saw  or  an  Australian-made 
saw. 

Mr.  Wilson. — The  local  man  makes 
only  certain  kinds  of  saws. 


Mr.  CHANTER.— He  makes  the  kind 
to  which  the  honorable  member  for  Fre- 
inantle  referred.  Hand  saws  are  placed 
on  the  free  list.  Circular  saws  and  verti- 
cal saws  of  all  kinds  are  made  at  an  es- 
tablishment in  Lonsdale-street,  Melbourne. 
To  show  the  despaldi  wirti  which  saws  are 
made  in  that  establishment,  I  may  men- 
tion that  only  very  recently  a  vertical 
saw  in  a  mill  cxi  the  Murray  River 

Mr.  Hedges. — ^That  was  a  colonial 
one,  I  bet 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  cannot  say  whether 
it  was  a  colonial  one  or  not,  but  the  saw- 
miller  telegraphed  to  me  sajring  that  he 
would  be  very  much  obliged  if  I  would 
go  and  purchase  for  him  a  vertical  saw,  in 
order  to  get  the  works  gcnng  again.  He 
asked  me  to  purchase  the  saw  from  the 
establishment  in  Lonsdale-street,  where 
saws  of  better  qualitv  are  made. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — How  many  men 
does  he  «nploy? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— He  employs  twenty- 
two  men  in  one  mill  alooe.  i  am  in 
sympathy  with  the  sawmillers.  The  in- 
dustry in  the  West  is  a  very  good 
one,  but  there  is  atso  a  good  one  here. 
The  millers  themselves  are  interested  in 
getting  these  articles  as  clieaply  as  they 
can  ;  and  they  are  now  getting  them  cheaper 
than  they  used  to  do  when  they  had  to 
obtain  them  from  the  importer.  I  hope 
that  the  Government  wilt  stand  firm. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan)  [3.46]— 
I  trust  that  Ae  Ccmimittee  will  not  place 
a  greater  burden  than  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary upon  the  great  timber  industry  oi  Aus- 
tralia. Saxn  are  essential  for  the  catting 
of  timber.  Whoi  we  compare  the  raagm- 
rude  of  the  sawmilling  industry  with  the 
smallness  of  the  saw-making  industry,  it 
seems  a  very  mistaken  policy  to  make  the 
duty  very  high.  In  Western  Australia  alwie 
we  export  over  a  million  pounds  worth  ol 
timber  per  annimi.  I  can  well  understand 
honorable  members  saying  that,  as  a  duty 
has  been  placed  upon  other  machines  which 
are  of  great  importance  to  Australia,  sud> 
as  artesian-boring  plant,  we  should,  for  the 
sake  of  uniformity,  place  a  duty  on  saws. 
But  certainlv  it  ought  not  to  be  higher 
than  the  dutr  on  other  tools  ot  trade. 
Personally,  I  think  that  saws  diould  be 
free,  though  I  am  prepared  to  rate  for  a 
duty  of  15  per  cent.  I  do  not  think  that 
saws  can  be  made  in  Australia  as  good  as 
those  which  are  imported  It  is  not  aa 
easy  thing  to  make  a  saw.  People  who 
are  new  to  such  an  industry  cannot  tarn  out 
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as  good  an  article  as  is  produced  in  a  place 
mitae  they  have  the  expodena  erf  anny 
yeais.  i  ^all  support  Bnrnrimeat  of 
the  honorable  meuixr  far  Xoitb  Sy^uef. 

Mr.  HEXRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[3.48].— We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about 
unifoimity,  and  there  is  sometiung  to  be 
said  from  that  point  of  view.  But -saws 
are  tools  of  timde,  which,  I  think,  might 
fairly  be  put  00  the  free  list  It  will  be 
adoutted  that  the  nuterial  of  the  saws 
wtudi  are  made  locaily  is  imported  in 
sheadi  form.  They  are  then  made  circular 
or  otherwise,  fitted  up,  and  have  teeth  put 
into  them.  That  is  all  that  constitutes  the 
industry.  Those  people  who  use  saws  in 
the  three  States  where  there  is  a  large  lum- 
ber trade  am  w«U  «ble  to  the  duty,  if 
tbey  choose  to  import  siq)en(n-  articks,  md 
from  that  point  ctf  view  there  is  no  reason 
why  saws  should  not  be  put  on  the  same 
footing  as  other  tools.  But  still  1  shall 
support  a  proposal  to  make  them  free, 
as  saws  are  in  general  use.  Oar 
saw-millers  want  the  very  best  maloial  for 
their  purpose,  and  to  secure  the  best  saws 
they  must  import.  We  were  sent  here  to 
rectify  anomalies  in  the  Tariff.  Saws  were 
forroeriy  upon  the  free  list  Even  protec- 
tioiusts  admitted  that  they  should  be  free. 
We  leave  no  anomaly  by  allowing  them  to 
remain  on  the  free  list.  The  locai  saw- 
making  industry  is  CHie  that  can  stand  akme. 
It  requires  no  protection.  As  pointed  out 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Riverina,  saws 
have  been  made  in  Melbourne  in  the 
raaricet  What  better  evidence  do  hoooriMe 
members  require  that  there  is  no  need  to 
impose  a  duty  ?    I  move — 

.That  after  the  words  "35  per  cent."  the 
words  "and  oa  and  after  agth  Novemher*  1907 
ad  val.  (Gcnetal  Tariff),  5  per  oent;  {United 
KinSdom),  free,"  be  inserted. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan)  [3.53]— 
The  hcHiorable  member  for  Fremantle  has 
pointed  out  that  since  this  Tariff  was  in- 
troduced those  ooacemed  in  the  saw-making 
industry  have  increased  their  price  by  50 
per  cent. 

Mr.  Storrer. — The  Tariff  has  not  done 
that. 

Sir  JOHN  FORR£ST.--Huit  is  a 
state  of  affairs  that  should  not  be 
tolerated. 

Me.  C^iantes. — I  think  a  sUtement  like 
<hat  oucfat  to  be  sufasUntiated. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Ltok.— It  is  not  correct, 
I  believe. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [3.54].— 
The  honorable  member  for  Echuca  has  in 


his  possessioa  an  invoice  from  a  Melbourne 
firm,  and  the  ezpianation  of  the  increase 
of  price  is  that  it  is  owing  to  the  Tariff. 
An  increase  of  50  per  cent.  On  invoice 
cost  has  been  made  in  the  pzioe  of  the 
same  saw  of  the  sune  gauge.  I  saw  ihe 
inviuoe  myself  at  hmch  time^ 

Mr.  Chanted.— Will  the  hooDrable 
membn  produce  it? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— I  have  seen  it,  and 
will  produce  it  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Paramatu) 
LS'SS]- — If  there  is  a  case  of  protectipa 
run  mad,  it  is  this.  There  are  emplc^ed 
in  the  sawmills  of  Australia  about  11,000 
men.  It  is  prqnsterous  that  we. should 
ccxnpel  them  to  be  dependent  upm  one 
source  of  supply.  Apart  altogether  from 
the  quality  of  the  saws,  there  should  be 
some  cbcuce  left  to  the  people  who  use 
tbem.  Otherwise,  we  might  as  well  de* 
stroy  a  man's  freedom  at  once.  Why 
compel  him  to  buy  his  saws,  good  or  bad 
as  the  case  may  be,  frcMn  one  particular 
State  in  the  whole  of  Australia?  There 
is  no  reason  in  it. 

Mr.  FAntBAim. — ^They  are  made  in 
Sydoev,  too. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Only  a  very 
few  of  titesn.  If  honorable  members  choose 
to  impose  a  steadying  duty,  all  right,  but 
to  shut  out  importations  altc^ether,  and 
compel  the  whole  milling  industry  of  Aus- 
tralia to  be  de^iendent  upon  a  small  local 
source  of  supply  seems  to  me  to  be  pro- 
tection run  mad. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [3-S<]-— 
I  think  we  should  endeavocir  to  have  some- 
thing like  uniformity  in  this  Tar^,  and  to 
prex-ent  differentiation  between  different 
classes  of  people  engaged  in  dMerent 
occupations.  We  have  just  daaU  witit  a 
large  class  of  things  under  the  beadiqg  of 
machinay  and  machine  toots  which  are 
used  by  people  engaged  in  various  oocupa- 
tions.  I  understood  that  by  the  goieral 
assent  of  all  parties  we  agreed  to  a,  00m- 
prcmise  to  make  these  goods  pay  a.  tmiform 
duty  of  15  per  cent,  1  do  not  see  why 
these  particular  goods — saws — should  he 
free  any  more  than  any  cither  goods. 

Mr.  Hedges. — No  one  asks  for  that. 


Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Yes,  it  was 
asked  for.  I  thmk  that  the  amendment  of 
the  honorable  meDober  for  Bass  is  move  in 


matters,  and  I  for  one  shall  support  it 
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Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [3.58].— May  I 
point  out  to  those  who  are  anxious  to  have 
a  high  duty  on  saws,  that  there  are  cmly 
two  manufacturers  of  saws  in  the  ComnuHi- 
wealth,  both  of  whom  established  their  in- 
dustries without  any  duty  whatever.  One 
is  Blakeley,  in  Victoria,  who  established 
his  business  thirty  years*  ago  without  a 
duty,  and  the  odier  is  Chapman,  of  Syd- 
ney. Saws  are  essentially  tools  of  trade, 
which  should  have  been  included  under  the 
same  heading  as  other  tools.  If  hwiorable 
members  look  at  the  evidence  taken 
by  the  Tariff  Commission,  they  will  find 
that  Blakeley  asked  fot  a  duty  of  35 
per  cent,  on  circular  saws,  band  saws,  and 
other  sfiws  for  five  years  only,  whilst  Chap- 
man, of  Sydney,  asked  for  a  duty  ot  25 
per  cent,  on  circular  saws  only.  Both 
makers  admitted  that  their  industry  had 
been  established  without  any  duty,  and 
acknowledged  that  they  were  doing  a  splen- 
did business.  They  said  that  they  were 
able  to  compete  with  American  makers  of 
saws,  and  Chapman,  of  Sidney,  stated  that 
he  was  cutting  the  Americans  entirely  out 
of  the  market.  So  that  they  are  dtnng  very 
well  indeed  tmder  present  drcumstances. 
They  are  not  only  able  to  hold  tfieir  own, 
but  are  absolutely  driving  their  foreign 
competitors  out  of  the  local  market.  One 
of  them  also  admitted  that  he  was  export- 
ing profitably  to  New  Zealand,  and  that 
for  the  last  twenty  years,  in  spite 
of  the  New  2^aland  duty,  he  charged 
70  per  cent  higher  prices  in  New 
Zealand  than  his  principal  American 
competitor,  and  still  held  his  own. 
Mr.  Chaianan  said  that  he  charged  ^18 
los.  for  a  5  ft.  circular  band  saw  invoiced 
in  America  at  jQi2  8s.,  so  that  the  local 
manufacturers  secure  immensely  higher 
prices  for  their  saws  than  are  obtained  for 
the  imported  articles.  He  added,  however, 
that  he  allowed  a  discount  of  10  per  cent, 
to  merchants.  Mr.  Blakeley  admitted  that 
he  got  a  reasonable  price,  and  that  if  the 
duty  were  increased — and  this  bears  out 
the  statement  that  prices  have  been  in- 
creased since  the  imposition  of  the  new 
Tariff — ^the  omsimier  would  have  to  pay 
more.  The  evidence  of  the  only  two 
makers  in  the  Commonwealth  shows  that 
there  is  not  the  slightest  need  for  any  duty. 
I  suppose  that  it  would  be  too  much 
to  expect  the  Committee,  composed  as 
it  is,  to  place  these  items  on  the  free  list,  as 
they  were  under  the  old  Tariff,  but  I  intend 
io  vote  for  the  lowest  duty  I  can  obtain. 


Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [4.3].— I 
would  suggest  that  a  compromise  be  effected 
by  reducing  the  general  Tariff  from  25  per 
cent  to  20  per  cent.,  and  the  duty  in  the 
case  of  imports  from  the  United  Kiiigdom 
from  20  per  cent  to  15  per  cent 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Henry  Willis) 
negatived. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Stokkek)  put — 
Thit  after  the  words  "  35  pet  cent."  the  words 
"  aod  on  and  after  39th  November,  1907,  ad 
val.  (General  Tariff),  15  per  cent.,"  be  inierted. 

Ayes 

Noes  ... 
MajMity 

Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Brown,  Thomas 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  R. 
Kairbaim,  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  J. 
Fowler.  J.  M. 
Frazer.  C.  E. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine.  W.  H. 


Batchelor.  E.  I,. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Chanter.  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  E 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Lyne.  Sir  William 
Maloaey,  W.  R.  N. 


29 
27 


Am. 

Kan,  W. 

Livingston,  J. 
Mabon.  U. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Page,  J. 
Poynton,  A. 
Sampson,  S. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  Du?ald 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson.  J.  G. 

Tellers: 
Joboson,  W.  £. 
Liddell,  F. 

Noes. 

Mathews,  T. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
O'Malley,  King 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
ThomsM,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Wntkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C 
Webster.  W. 
Wise,  r,.  H. 

Tellers: 
Catts.  J.  H. 
Cook,  Hume 


Pairs. 


Kelly,  W.  H. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Smith,  Bmce 
Thomas,  J. 


Kingston,  C.  C. 
Wilks.  W.  H. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Harper,  R. 
Mauger,  S. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Johnson)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  agth  No- 
vember, 1907,  ad  val.  (United  Kingdom),  10  per 
cent.,"  be  added. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [4.13].— I  hope 
that  the  amendment  will  not  be  carried. 
When  I  moved  that  the  duty  in  the  case 
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of  forei^  imports  be  reduced  to  15  per 
cent.,  I  intimated  that  I  thought  that  we 
should  impose  the  same  rate  on  imports 
from  Great  Britain,  since  we  had  adopted 
a  similar  course  in  regard  to  otbn'  tools  of 
trade. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRX  (Fawkner)  [4.14}-^ 
In  order  to  put  this  industry,  which  is  a 
very  important  one,  on  the  same  footing 
as  is  that  of  the  making  of  artesian  well- 
boring  plant,  and  other  classes  of  indus- 
try, I  think  that  we  ought  to  vote  for  the 
same  duty  as  we  have  just  imposed  on 
foreign  imports;  we  should  otherwise  stul- 
tify ourselves. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  (by   Mr.   Storr£b)  agreed 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  39th  No- 
vember, 1907,  ad.  val.  (United  Kingdom],  15 
per  cent."  be  added. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 
Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [4.15]. — I  move — 

That  the  whole  of  the  ranainiac  itemi  be 
postponed  nntil  after  the  considention  of  the 
•chedole  "  Rebate  for  Home  Cooiumption." 

I  make  this  motion  because  I  have  already 
added  these  machines  as  well  as  wool  and 
felt  hat  machines  to  item  166 a;  and  it 
is  necessary  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the 
rebate  schedule  which  would  come  into 
con6ict  with  what  the  Committee  has 
already  decided  in  connexion  with  these 
items. 

Motioi  agreed  to ;  items  postponed. 

Schedule — 

Rxun  voft  Hoia  CoNsuurnoM. 

No.  of  Item  in  Schedule  A,  134. — Piece 
Goods  of  any  material,  when  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  Rubber  Waterproof  Cloth.  Rebate— 
Three-fourths  of  the  duty  paid. 

Nos.  of  Item  m  Schedule  A,  164  and  166.— 
Machinery,  and  parts  thereof,  used  in  the  maou* 
facture  of  Fibrous  Materials  and  Felt,  and 
Felt  Hats,  when  installed  for  use  in  a  Woollen 
Hill  or  a  Hat  Factory  for  the  manufacture  of 
such  Uateriala,  Felt,  and  HaU.  Rebate— The 
full  duty  paid. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [4.17]. — I  move — 

That  the  following  worda  be  left  out : — 
Nos.  of  Item  in  Schedule  A,  164  and  166. — 
llacbmery,  and  parts  thereof,  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  Fibrous  Materials  and  Felt,  and 
Felt  Hats,  when  installed  for  use  in  a  Woollen 
Uill  or  a  Hat  Factory  for  the  manufacture  of 
such  Materials,  Felt,  and  Hati.  Rebate— The 
full  duty  paid. 

Mr.  W.  H.  iRvnxE. — Why  should  we  not 
at  the  same  time  strike  out  the  refeieoce 
to  item  124? 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  will  see  that  the  reference  is  not 
to  piece  goods  gmerally,  but  only  to  such 
goods  when  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
rubber  waterproof  cloth. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Postponed  item  174.  Type,  Printers',  ad  val., 
35  per  cent. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [4.19].— I 
intend  to  move  that  the  words  "  35  per 
cent."  be  left  out 

Mr.  Chanter. — With  a  view  to  insert 
what? 

Mr.  MAHON.— Nothing.  If  the  hon- 
orable member  were  familiar  with  the 
printing  trade  he  would  know  how  absurd 
It  is  to  attempt  to  prefect  an  industry  of 
this  kind.  An  individual  who  has  a  small 
factory  in  Sydney  has  sent  circulars  and 
also  a  catalc^ue  to  honcnable  members. 

Mr.  fixTCHBLOK. — It  was  a  pretty  big 
business  to  said  (Hit  the  circulars. 

Mr.  MAHON.— The  honorable  member 
probably  knows  that  there  is  a  big  business 
to  be  done  with  the  printers  of  Australia 
in  the  supply  from  time  to  time  of  small 
odd  lots  of  type.  -  That  is  about  all  the 
business  the  Sydney  manufacturer  has  done 
or  is  ever  likelv  to  do. 

Mr.  Cars. — That  is  wxtxig. 

Mr.  MAHON.— If  the  Committee  agreed 
to  impose  a  duty  of  250  per  cent, 
on  type  this  man  could  not  compete 
with  American  and  English  type 
founders.  I  have  the  catalogue  which 
he  has  mailed  to  honorable  members,  frcxn 
which  they  may  infer  that  the  faces  it 
includes  were  all  of  his  own  design  and 
manufacture,  whereas  I  find  that  moat  of 
them,  as  well  as  the  borders  shown,  are 
common  to  the  whole  of  the  w<»:ld. 

Mr.  Casr. — Of  course,  they  are. 

Mr.  MAHON. — I  ask  honorable  mem- 
bers  whether  the  printers  of  Australia  are 
to  be  ccHifined  in  their  selection  of  faces  to 
what  is  included  in  this  meagre  catalogue, 
when,  under  existing  conditions,  they  can 
have  recourse  to  a  vast  vuiety  of  service- 
able and  OTnamental  tvpe  and  borders? 

Mr.  Page. — I  am  prepared  to  suppcvt  a 
duty. 

Mr.  MAHON.— But  this  is  merely  a 
revenue  dutv.  and  I  do  not  understand  the 
htxiorable  member  is  here  to  vote  revenue 
duties. 

Mr.  Page. — I  am  here  to  vote  agamst 
anything  which  the  honoMble  mrajber  pro- 
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Mr.  MAHON'.— The  honorable  member 
for  Maranoa  can  do  anything  he  pleases. 

Mr.  Page. — I  intend  to  vote  agunst  the 
amendment,  because  the  honorable  member 
for  Coolgardie  proposes  it. 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  hope  I  haw  a  little 
better  sense  of  my  duty  to  the  people  of 
this  country  than  to  make  a  fool  of  my- 
self hy  dcMng  such  a. thing  as  that. 

Mr.  Page. — ^The  honorable  member  is 
making  a  fool  of  himself  every  day. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order'r 

Mr.  MAHOX.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber fof  Maraooa  thinks  so  he  is  welcome 
to  retain  the  opinion^  A  glaacs^  thcough  the 
two  orinters'  catalogues  1  have  here  they 
Avould  see  what  aji  ^lucd  thing  it  would 
be  to  impose  any  duty  at  all  on  type  or 
[Minters'  matecials.  If  this  man  did 
succeed  in  shutting  out  the  results  of  the 
genius  and  industry  of  type  founders 
throughout  the  world,  a  goo^  deal  of  the 
printing  that  is  now  done  in  Australia 
would  have  to  be  done  elsewhere.  Cer- 
tain banks  and  manufacturers  wish  to  have 
high-class  printing  done,  and  if  they  were 
to  be  confined  to  the  fetr  faces  nMmufar- 
tured  by  the  Sydney  mannfacturw,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  there  to  have  the 
work  they  require  done  in  Australia.  I 
may  inform  the  Comnittee  that  these  is 
very  Httle  type  imported  to  Australia  at 
the  present  time.  Rontvable  membeis  who 
■nay  be  under  the  impressioa  that  they  are 
bemg^  asked  to-  vote  for  a  duty  which  will 
have  the  effect  of  starting  a  type  foundry 
with  a  large  output  are  utterly  mistaken, 
because  throughout  Australia  the  large 
newspapers  now  use  linotvpe  or  monolim 
machines,  and  have  practically  dtscootinued 
the  use  of  ordinary  type.  That  is  the 
position  of  affaias  with' the  largest  users  of 
type  in  Australia.  The  Melbourne  Aje* 
nnid  Arj?«5,  the  Sydney  Daily  Tdegrapfh 
the  Sydney  MormM.g  Herald^  and,  in  fart» 
all  the  metropolitan  newspapers  have  in- 
stalled linotype  or  monoluw  machines,  and 
do  not  now  use  ordtnarv  printers'  type  at 
all.  I  wish  the  Committee  to  thoroughtv 
understand  that  the  proposed  duty  would 
operate  as  a  special  tax  upon  coontrv  prin- 
ters and  small  job  printers  throughout  Aus- 
tralia. It  would  not  affect  the  big  news- 
paper proprietors,  who  would  not  have  to 
pay  txie  penny  of  this  duty.  It  would  be 
merely  an  impost  levied  on  men  who,  at  tfie 
""«nt  time,  have  the  utmost  difliculty  to 
To  prove  what  I  %ax,  I  have  onlv 
"er  honorable  members  to  the  value  of 


the  importations  of  type  into  Australia  in* 

1906.  The  quantity  imported  in  that 
ye»  amounted  in  value  to  onlv  £^0^2  ^ 
and  fA  that  about  £$,000  worth — and  I 
can  get  tbe  exact  figures  in  %  monent^ — 
was  re-exported  to  New  Zealand  and  oH»er 
countries. 

Mr.  Carr. — What  abo-Jt  the  impnts  m 

1907.  They    amounted    in    vidne  to 

^46,000. 

^fr.  MAHOX.— Of  what  use  is  it  for 
the  honorable  member  to  take  us  back  to 

1902? 

Mr.  Carr. — To  show  that  large  stocks 
were  laid  in  then. 

Mr.  MAHON.  —  We  cannot  undo  the 
past.   The  gods  themselves  cannot  do  that. 

Mr.  Carr. — We  can  provide  against  the 
future. 

Mr.  MAHON. — Does  an.y  saae  man  be- 
lie^'e  that  in  1902  pe<^^  loaded  up  with 
type  sufficient  to  last  them  until  1907  or 
1908P 

Mi.  Caue.— Yes,  stocks  held  axe  o£ten 
tecfe  years.  oMk 

Mr.  MAHON.-^An  importer  knows 
better  than  that-  The  amount  of  interest 
which  he  would  lose  on  his  capital  dur- 
ing the  time  would  be  more  than  any- 
thing he  could  possibly  gain  by  any- 
Tar^  advantage.  Of  thk  material, 
£5>9T5  worth  was  re-exported  last  year, 
so  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  only  a  Kttle- 
more  than  £4,000  was  imported  into  Md 
used  ia  Australia  daring  that  yeu, 

Mr.  Henry  Wixxis. — Can  the  booor- 
able  roenber  gn>e  the  amouit  ei  in^orta- 
tioDs  for  each  year  since  Ibe  wiifank 
Tariff  was  imposed^ 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  did  not  look  the 
fig^es  up.  I  do  not  think  they  are  ma- 
tnial.  1  fancy  that  what  I  have  stated 
is  about  the  normal  import. 

Hi.  Carr. — The  amount  impoited  u» 
T903  was  ^^46^000. 

Mr.  MAHON.— Anything"  may"  be 
proved  by  quoting  an  abnormal  year.  If 
the  honorable  member  quotes  1902,  why 
dees  be  not  go  back  afltd  quote  189ft  °^ 
1900,  or  any  other  year  selected  at  ran- 
cfom?  Why  not  also  1903,  1904,  and" 
1905?  The  fact  remains  that  only  about 
;^4,ooo  worth  of  type  was  impend  and 
retained  in  Australia  during  the  y«tr  men^ 
tioned.  The  proposed  duty  is  merely  a 
tax  upon  the  countiy  printers,  a  class  of 
nwff  who  have  aH  ther  can  M^PT^^t 
to  make  ends  meet.DigitizedbyV<jOUyie 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 

[4-33]-— 1  tarn— 
Thmt  Ike  words    indndiag  q>uci  ud  quads, 
lino,  and  other  slogs,"  be  inserted. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— What  does 
the  Treasurer  propose  to  do  with  r^rd 
to  the  articles  struck  out  of  item  209? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  moving 
now  to  insert  them  in  this  item. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [4-34]  — 
The  Treasorer's  amendment  will  (miy 
make  the  itjem  a  Ihtle  more  ridtcnloos 
than  it  is  at  present.    In  addition  to 

quads  and  spaces,  there  are  also  metal 
spaces  known  as  *'  qixrtatrons.'*  At  the 
present  tnne  those  are  admitted  free.  If 
the  Treasurer  desires  to  be  consistent  he 
should  add  Aem  to  this  item.  They  can 
be  made  here  just  as  readily  as  anything 
else. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [4.35]. — I  am  told  by  the  Depart- 
ment Uiat  they  include  **  quote  marks " 
under  "  type,"  without  specifying  them. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [4.36]. 
•^uads  are  oettamly  part  of  the  type, 
betaiuse  type  is  never  soppHed  without  the 
qaads;  b«t  "quotations*'  are  always  itq>- 
plied  separately.  They  ibould  be  in- 
cluded in  the  amendment. 

Sir  Wn-UAM  Lyne. — To  save  debate, 
1  will  agree  to  add  "and  quotatioM "  to 
The  amendment. 

Amendnent  amended  aoocvdingly,  and 
agreed  to. 

Araendmeirf.  (by  Mr.  Maron)  pro- 
posed— 

ThM  the  -(Tords  **  aod  on  ind  sfter  a^tli  No- 
venber,  tqtfj,  tree,"  be  added. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
("4.38]. — I  aeree  witfi  the  bontxable  mem- 
ber for  Coolgardie  that  this  duty  is  a  tax 
upon  the  amntrr  press.  Type  it  not 
largelv  nsed  by  uie  lu^  daily  papers  in 
the  chies,  although  the  job  printers  use 
k.  The  country  press  does  a  great  deal 
of  service  in  placing  before  the  public  re- 
ports of  the  proceedings  of  Parliament 
and  other  mformation,  and  the  least  we 
can  do  is  to  take  into  consideration  the 
amount  of  benefit  whicli  we  receive  from  it. 
The  type  is  a  tool  of  trade  to  country 
papers.  I  support  the  proposal  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Coolgardie  that  die 
article  should  be  free.  Failing  that,  the 
dutv  should  not  be  hi^er  than  15  per  ceot., 
irinch  is  the  rate  already  imposed  upon 
other  toob  <rf  trade.  Asnming  that  sane 
pnitection  rixmld  be  given  to  a  local  in- 
dustry, the  amoont  of  type  used  does  not 


appear  to  be  very  great.  The  importation 
has  amounted  to  something  like  jQs,ooo 
worth  pa  year  for  the  whole  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, although  we  are  told  that  when 
the  Commonwealth  Tariff  first  came  into 
operatKHi  about  ^£46,000  w;orth  was  im- 
ported. Still,  if  we  add  another  ;^io,ooo 
u'orth  a  year  to  the  figures  I  have 
stated,  it  would  mean  *  only  about 
^^15,000  worth  of  t)-pe  imported  yearly 
that  could  be  manufactured  here.  As  the 
type  is  chiefly  for  the  use  of  the  country 
press,  the  tax  would  fall  upon  only  a 
small  section  of  the  community,  and,  there- 
fore, would  be  a  class  tax.  It  cannot  be 
passed  on  like  many  other  duties.  The 
price  of  the  newspapm  cannot  be  ificreased» 
mx  can  dw  diarges  for  advertisements. 

Mr.  Salmon. — ^They  are  doing  it  at 
2d.  an  inch  in  my  district. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS— The  fact  that 
they  are  doing  their  work  at  a  remarkably 
low  figure  is  all  the  more  reason  whv  we 
^uld  tax  their  toots  of  trade  at  the  lowest 
possible  rate.  Will  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Laanecoorie  vote  to  put  them  on 
the  free  list,  as  he  seems  to  think  that  in 
this  trade  the  duty  cannot  be  passed  on? 
I  hope  the  honorable  member  for  Swan 
will  throw  his  weight  into  the  scale  in 
favour  of  the  amen(]meat  moved  bv  the 
honorable  member  for  Coolgardie. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [4-42]— I  rise, 
not  to  «tpress  my  surprise  that  one  of  the 
artistic  sensibility  and  taste  of  the  Trea- 
surer should  have  consented  to  place  an 
ad  valorem  tax  upon  "quotations" — pro- 
bably that  will  not  affect  him  very  much — 
but  to  say  that  my  attention  has  been  called 
to  this  item  by  the  South  Australian 
Printers'  Association,  and  also  bv  the 
Master  Printers'  Association  of  Queens- 
land. They  state  that  it  is  necessary  to 
have  a  continual  change  of  fonts,  which 
they  cannot  get  unless  there  is  bigger  com- 
petition, which  an  increase  of  populatioi 
in  Australia  will  induce,  and  that,  in  the 
circumstances,  the  tax  will  really  hamper 
them  in  getting  out  the  best  work.  I  hope 
to  support  the  honorable  member  for  Cool- 
gardie in  successfully  getting  this  duty 
struck  out. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [4.43]. 
— I  cannot  suppOTt  the  honwable  member 
for  Cool^rdie,  because  I  do  not  see  how 
we  can  give  protection  to  all  other  trades, 
and  not  to  the  makers  of  type  in  Austra- 
luk  Li^  the  honorable  meixdier  for  Angas, 
I  have  been  asked  botfi^by  the'  Tvpogra- 
phical  Society  W'ir^i^.print^  of 
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South  Australia  to  male  the  item  free.  It 
is  true  that  the  firm  of  F.  T.  Wimble  and 
Company,  of  Sydney,  are  making  first- 
class  type.  I  have  used  a  good  deal  of 
it,  and  found  it  most  satisfactory-  I  have 
also  used  their  oxnposition  and  ink,  and 
found  them  satisfajctory  also ;  but  tlie  num- 
ber of  type  faces  that  they  are  able  to 
supply  is  veTy  limited.  I  admit  that 
for  the  artistic  printing  of  to-day,  there 
is  required  a  number  of  faces  which  this 
firm  is  not  likely  to  supply. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  firm  is  turning  out  a 
great  number  of  very  fine  faces  now. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  firm  has  done 
admirably,  and  there  is  nothing  that  any 
small  country  printer  can  require  that  it 
cannot  supply. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — P»haps  the  firm 
charges  too  much. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  hare  no  com- 
plaint to  make  about  the  charges. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — But  if  the  firm  had 
a  monopolv   it  might  charge  too  much. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  do  not  think  it 
would.  HcxiOTable  members  are  discussing 
this  questimi  in  the  belief  that  if  a  duty  of 
25  per  cent,  is  imposed — I  should  not  mind 
if  the  duty  were  20  per  cent. — the  printers 
of  Australia  will  not  be  able  to  obtain  the 
type  they  require.  Honorable  members, 
however,  have  only  to  look  at  page  106 
of  the  Customs  statistics  to  see  that  the 
total  value  of  the  printei^'  materials  im- 
ported last  year  was  only  ^9,032.  There 
IS  a  large  number  of  printers  In  the  Cran- 
monwealth,  and,  keeping  in  view  the  cran- 
paratively  small  value  of  the  importations, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  duty  would  not  add 
<»»e  iota  to  the  cost  of  printing — it  would 
be  merely  a  few  pounds  divided  amongst  the 
printers.  If  the  duty  were  distributed  over 
the  work,  it  would  amount  to  practically 
nothing,  because  the  price  of  printing  is 
anything  but  prohibitive. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — That  is  an  argu- 
ment against  a  duty. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— It  is  an  argument 
for  doing  all  the  work  we  can  in  the  coun- 
try. If  I  were  in  the  printing  business 
again,  I  should  not  be  afraid  of  a  duty 
twice  as  high,  because  printing  is  so  cheap 
that  people  who  require  it  can  well  afiord 
to  pay  all  the  difference  any  duty  would 
entail. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — The  duty  would 
c(xne  out  of  the  poc1»ts  of  the  pn^rietors 
of  small  newspapers. 


Mr.  HUTCHISON.— That  is  not  »; 
the  proprietor  of  a  small  newspaper  can,  in 
Australia,  get  all  the  type  he  requires. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Will  he  not  have 
to  pay  waxe  for  his  type  if  a  duty  be  im- 
posed? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— It  is  admitted 
that  the  enterprising  firm  in  Sydney  has 
been  supplying  to  the  printers  in  Australia 
quantities  of  type  that  there  would  have 
been  the  greatest  difficulty  in  obtaining  but 
far  the  existence  of  the  firm.  When  doing 
special  work  printers  have  very  often  been 
glad  to  be  able  to  obtain  odd  sorts  f  rc»n  this 
firm,  without  being  under  the  necessity  of 
sending  to  the  Old  Country.  Surely  this 
firm  ought  not  to  be  made  a  cmvenience  of 
for  the  supply  of  odd  sorts,  Jmd  yet  denied 
encouragaooent  which  would  enable,  it  to 
produce  all  the  type  that  is  required." 

Mr.  Henby  Willis. — Then,  the  honor- 
able member  has  used  imported  type? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— A  printer  must  do 
so  if  he  cannot  get  local  type ;  and  I  have 
had  to  get  from  the  Old  Country  type  which 
Messrs.  Wimble  could  not  supply.  We 
ought  not  to  destroy  an  industry  of  great 
value  to  Australia — an  enterprising  firm 
which  under  the  preset  Tariff  is  prepared 
to  extend  its  business. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  busine»  is  being  ex- 
tended evwy  day. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— There  is  no  doubt 
about  the  Tariff,  in  this  instance,  helping 
an  industry. 

Mr,  Henby  Willis. — Would  a  duty  not 
mean  increased  cost  to  the  ccmsumer? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  consumer 
would  never  know  the  difference,  because  it 
would  be  so  infinitesimal.  Further,  I 
understand  that  Messrs.  Winkle  have 
pledged  themselves  not  to  increase  prices. 
Personally,  I  should  not  complain  even  if 
the  firm  did  increase  their  prices ;  they  have 
proTOd  such  an  enormous  convenicDce,  and 
saved  so  much  cost  and  trouble  to  printers, 
that  they  deserve  to  be  allowed  to  diarge  a 
little  more. 

Mr.  Mahon. — ^We  know  very  well  that 
the  importers  stock  everything  that  printers 
require. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— They  do  not; 
there  are  laige  firms  which  have  been  ob- 
liged to  Messrs.  Wimble  and  Company  for 
tiding  them  over  difficulty.  I  think  that  in 
the  General  Tariif  a  duty  of  20  per  cent, 
would  be  fair,  but  nothing  under  that 
figure.   However,  I  shall  vote  for  a  duty 
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and  of  15  per  cent,  as  against  Great  Bri- 
tain. With  duties  of  20  per  cent,  in  both 
columns   I  should  be  quite  satisfied. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare)  [4.52]. 
—In  this  item  we  have  another  evidence  of 
the  anomalies  which  have  been  created,  and 
whidi  are  being  created,  in  the  Tariff.  Big 
■interests  are  favored,  while  small  industries 
are  penalized.  This  House  dedded  some 
time  ago  to  put  linotypes,  monolines,  and 
other  printing  machinery  on  the  free  list, 
and  now  it  is  proposed  to  tax  the  sup- 
plies of  the  small  printer^  by  imposing  a 
duty  of  25  per  cent.  As  the  honorable 
member  for  Coolgardie  has  p<»nted  out, 
most  of  the  large  newspaper  and  printing 
establishments  are  equipped  with  modern 
machinery  of  the  kind  I  have  indicated. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  madiinery  is  only 
for  newspaper  work,  and  is  not  used  for 
jobbing. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— All  the  big 
newspapers,  such  as  the  Sydney  Morning 
Herald,  Sydney  Daily  Telegraph,  and  the 
Melbourne  Aj^e  and  Argus,  and  also  news- 
papers in  centres  like  Bathurst  and  Orange, 
are  equipped  with  the  up-to-date  machinery 
which  is  admitted  duty  free. 

Mr.  Sampson. — Do  not  some  newspaper 
proprietCMs  also  do  jobbing  work  ? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Yes;  a  good 
part  of  the  earnings  of  many  coundy  news- 
p^>er  proprietors  arises  {max  jobbing  work. 
I  have  here  a  circular  letter,  copies  of 
which  other  members  have  no  doubt  re- 
ceived, from  Messrs.  John  Haddon  and 
Company,  of  the  Caxt«i  Type  Foundry, 
Sydney ;  and  from  that  I  gather  that  a 
country  printer  has  to  pay  a  duty  of  25 
per  cent,  on  his  type,  and  a  further  duty 
of  from  30  per  cent,  to  40  per  cent,  on  his 
frames  and  cases,  while  the  larger  news- 
paper companies,  who  can  afford  linotypes, 
and  so  fcnth,  practically  escape  all  im- 
posts. Is  it  fair  that  struggling  country 
newspaper  proprietors  should  be  penalized 
in  this  way? 

Mr.  Watson. — The  duty  will  not  penal- 
ize country  printers.  I  have  Eere  Messrs. 
Wimble's  catalogue  of  good  type  at  rea- 
sonable prices. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Do  I  under- 
stand that  Messrs.  Wimble  and  Company, 
if  this  duty  is  imposed,  are  prepared  to 
supply  country  printers  with  type  as 
cheaply  as  tbey  do  under  present  condi- 
tions? 

Mr.  Casr. — More  cheaply. 
Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Then  where 
is  the  need  for  a  duty  ? 


Mr.  Watson. — The  increased  business 
will  permit  the  firm  to  do  the  work  more 

cheaply. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— But  the  firm 
gets  the  business  now. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  firm  gets  some  of 
the  business,  but  not  so  much  as  they 
ought  to  get. 

Mr,  THOMAS  BROWl^.— If  Messrs. 
Wimble  and  Company  can  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  Commonwealth  as  cheaply—- 
I  do  not  say  more  cheaply — as  can  their 
competitors  abroad,  I  fail  to  see  the  need 
for  the  duty.  Messrs.  Wimble  and  Company 
apparently  have  a  fair  field  and  no  favour"; 
and  if  they  do  not  avail  themselves  of  the 
margin  of  25  per  cent.,  then  they  do  not 
run  their  business  on  the  same  commercial 
bnsis  as'  do  other  companies.  I  hope  that 
the  margin  will  be  reduced ;  and  I  am  pre- 
pared to  support  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Coolgardie. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [4.57].— 
I  happen  to  know  a  little  about  this  sub- 
ject ;  arid  I  say  that  in  regard  to  qualitv 
and  prices  no  complaint  can  be  found  with 
Messrs.  Wimble  and  Company,  who,  un- 
fortunately, are  at  present  the  only  firm  of 
this  class  in  Australia.  The  existence  of 
this  firm,  even  on  a  small  scale,  with  free 
imports  from  outside,  has  been  of  great  ad- 
vantage to  jobbing  printers,  especially  in 
New  South  Wales.  If  a  printer  ran  short, 
he  could  always  get  a  supply  in  a  fa^CMi 
not  possible  with  importers,  who  are  oc- 
casionally depleted  in  one  or  other  of  their 
sorts. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus.  —  Are  Messrs. 
Wimble  and  Companv  philanthropists? 

Mr.  WATSON.— No;  like  the  honor- 
able member  and  myself,  thev  are  for 

business. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis.— Does  the  honorable 
member  think  that  if  this  dutv  is  not  im- 
posed they  will  close  their  foundry? 

Mr.  WATSON.— If  Messrs.  Wimble  and 
Company  close  their  foundry  the  im- 
porters will  have  it  all  their  own  way. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— AnH  if  a  duty  be 
imposed  Messrs.  Wimble  and  Company 
may  have  it  all  their  own  way. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  do  not  think  tl^t 
a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  is  likely  to  cause 
importers  to  cease  business. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — Will  a  dutv  not 
add  to  the  cost  of  imported  type  ?  ' 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  may,  but  it  wilt 
not  add  to  the  cost  of  Messrs.  Wimble 
and  Company's  type.  I  /dare -savi  tjiat  if 
the  duty  be  im^S!«^''«ttkeP^rgJ^ndi\ 
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establiBfaments  will  arise,  and  cause  com- 
petition. Here  we  have  the  catalc^e  of 
the  firm,  and  it  will  compare  with  that  of 
any  type  foundry  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Mahon.— Are  the  other  people  ask- 
ing for  a  duty? 

Mr.  WATSON.— By  the  "  other  peo- 
ple," 1  suppose  the  honorable  member 
means  printers;  and  1  may  say  that  I 
had  a  circular  from  the  Typographical 
Association  suggesting  that  a  duty  ought 
to  be  imposed* 

Mr.  Mahon. — Has  there  been  a  similar 
circular  frcwi  country  imnlers? 

Mr.  WATSON,— No;  but  I  know  a 
country  printing  office  which  has  been 
furnished  at  a  reasonable  cost  almost 
completely  by  Messrs.  Wimble  and  Com- 
pany. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Messrs.  Wimble 
and  Company  competed  against  free  im- 
ports. 

Mr.  WATSON.— For  thai  Teasoo 
their  establishment  is  not  so  extensive,  and 
their  faces  of  type  are  not  so  nomerous, 
as  would  otherwise  have  been  the  case. 
They  are  not  likely  to  increase  their 
prices  under  a  duty;  but  if  they  do,  we 
can  deal  with  them.  I  do  not  thinte 
tiiat  the  impositicm  of  a  reascoable  duty 
upon  type  is  likely  to  prove  anv  serious 
charge  upon  the  printing  oonunumtv-  The 
Committee  ought  to  be  pr^wred  to  extend 
some  coDBideration  to  this  industry,  whidi 
has  had  to  contend  against  great  disad- 
vantages for  a  long  tkne. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[5.i].--This  is  a  case  in  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  penalize  the  whole  of  Australia 
for  the  sake  of  maintaining  a  small  indus- 
try in  one  comer  of  it. 

Mr.  Page. — Type  is  a  tool  of  trade  of 
the  printer. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Tt  is  a  medium 
of  communication  and  instruction  —  a 
medimn  for  the  conveyance  of  all  that 
which  is  highest  and  best  in  our  civiliza- 
tion. A  tax  upon  any  medium  of  that 
kind  must  necessarily  te  a  tax  upon  en- 
lightenment. It  is  idle  to  suppose  that 
the  cost  of  type  will  not  be  increased  by 
the  imposition  of  the  duty  proposed.  Ts 
it  to  be  suggested  that  Messrs.  Wimble 
and  Company  conduct  their  business  from 
philanthropic  motives?  This  firm  is  al- 
ready exporting  its  jffoduct^  to  New  Zea- 
land, besides  doing  well  in  Amtralia,  so 
far  as  its  resources  go.     I  hope  it  may 


long  flourish.  Before  we  penalize  all 
the  varied  products  of  the  world,  we 
ought  to  be  sure  that  these  up-to-date  ap- 
plianoes  can  be  -manafactuied  as  well  hare 
as  they  can  abcoad.  I  understand  that 
the  reason  why  type  foundries  do  not  nuid- 
tiply  in  Australia  is  that  two  or  three  type 
foundries  practically  supply  the  whole 
civilized  world  with  type  of  various  Unds. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  is  not  so. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  is  mv  in- 
fonnation  on  the  subject  I  am  assured 
that  two  or  three  type  foundries  cooduct  a 
world-wide  business. 

Mr.  Watson. — They  conduct  a  world- 
wide business,  but  they  do  not  suf^lv  the 
requirements  of  the  world.  I  can  assure 
the  honorable  Tnember  that  he  is  wrong. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  told  that 
they  supply  the  bulk  of  the  trade  of  riae 
world. 

Mr.  Caxr. — That  does  not  mean  cheap 
type- 
Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  not  as 
much  concerned  about  obtaining  cheap 
goods,  so  long  as  they  are  serviceable. 
When  cme  buys  cheap  things,  he  osvally 
finds  that  they  are  nasty.  I  always  pur- 
chase an  article  which  is  good,  in  pi^er- 
ence  to  one  which  is  cheap. 

Mr.  Cask. — ^That  is  a  gaod  pntectioiust 
argument. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— 1  am  «oId  that 

Mr.  Wimble  produces  only  a  few  kinds 
of  type.  This  is  not  owing  to  lack 
of  skill  or  intelligence  on  his  part, 
bat  owing  to  the  lai^  of  a  demand  in  Aus- 
tralia. There  is  not  a  sufficient  demand 
in  the  Commonwealth  to  render  it  worth 
his  while  to  prodnce  all  these  varied  tvpes. 
For  that  reason,  we  might  very  well  allow 
this  item  to  be  retained  in  its  present  form. 
Even  in  the  largest  type  foundries  in  the 
world,  there  is  not  mudi  labour  emfrioyed. 
The  work,  I  am  told,  is  chiefly  done  hf 
machinerv  and  boys. 

>rr.  Mahon. — Bv  a  machine  and  a  boy. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— This  is  one  of 
those  instances  in  which  we  might  very 
well  leave  it  to  the  skill  and  enterprise  of 
whoever  can  to  supply  our  requirements.  No 
doubt  the  time  will  come  when  the  gentle> 
man  to  whom  I  have  referred  will  extend 
his  indusrtrial  ^terprise,  and  nobody  wTR 
be  more  pleated  to  see  him  do  that  than 
I  will.  But  we  are  not  joatified  in  dmt- 
ting  out  the  skill  and  eoterprise  of  fhe 
world  for  the  porpoie  of  attppwting  a 
small  industry,  wlndi  he  i>  conducting  so 
worthily  and  nnxgii^p^GoOgle 
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Mz,  CAM  (Macqvarie)  [5.  ro].— It  ajH 
peao  to  me  that  the  fvee*trade  lection  of 
the  Conunitter  comblcntl^  a^teie  to*  one- 
f(Hm  ef  argtment.  The  deputy  leader  of 
the  OppoHtion  has  flippantiy  referred  to- 
the  tTpe-foundiDg  industry  a  "  one  man 
industry,"  whidi  is  scarcely  woidiy  of 
considenticHi. 

Xfr.  }osBPH  Cook. — I  dSd  nothing  of 
the  kind. 

Mr.  CARR. — ^The  honorable  member 
said  that  it  was  <»ly  a  very  small  indus- 
try, and  rtiat  it  was  scarcely  worth  pro- 
tecting. M  a  Targi;  number  of  handi  had 
been  engaged  in  it,  he  would  have 
affirmed  that  it  did  not  need  protection. 
H  seeiBS  to  me  tiiaC  that  attitude  is  op- 
jXKed  to  our  nationsd  devdofKnent.  Sec-- 
iM  that  we  can  manufacture  type  in  the 
(^nmionwealth,  we  ought  to  extend  to 
the  industry  all  the  entxiuragement  that 
is  possibfe.  In  x  Committee  constituted 
as  th^  Ts,  I  snppme  that  it  is  idle  to  ex- 
pect to  secure  a  higher  duty  than  20  per 
cent;  6ut  I  do  hope  that  we  shall  ob- 
tain that  rate.  Some  reflection  has  been 
cast  vpofT  4ie  qntfiCy  of  the  type  manu- 
factured in  MetamW^,  and.  for  the  pur- 
pose  o£  lowing  how  ill-founded  is  that 
imputaticHi,  I  propose  to  make  a  few 
quotations.  Mr.  Percy  W.  Outram,  super- 
intendent printer  of  the  DaUy  Mail..  Bris- 
bane, writing  to  Messes.  F.  T.  Wimble 
.-md  Caa^aay  on  i8th  January,  1906, 
says: — 

1  beg  to  odoiowlffdce  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  15th  inat.  I  am  jileawd  to  inform  you  that 
the  type,  ftc.,  mpi>liecl  by  yon,  now  in  use  in 
thia  office,  is  giving  every  satisfaction,  and 
compares  farorsbly  witb  either  Englhh  or 
AnericsB  type  for  dnrabUity  and  fioiih.  The 
advantage  of  being  able  to  daplicate  founts,,  or 
obtidii  soTti  at  siicb  ihort  notice,  increases  the 
valne  of  yon  fovndry  to  the  trad*. 

■  Mr.  Samuel  Cook,  the  late  general  mana- 
ger of  the  Sydney  Morning  Herald,  wrote 
to  the  same  firm,  under  date  16th  August, 
1900,  as  follows: — 

I  regret  that  in  consequence  of  an  cmcrpcicy 
I  shall  not  b«  able  to  be  present  at  the  interest- 
ing fanction  to  which  yon  have  invited  me.  At 
some  fatnre  time  I  hope  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  seetng  your  type-caating  worki.  Your  local 
fooadry  sboaM  be  of  great  advantage  to  united 
Awtralta.  I  am  (^ad  to  be  able  to  bear  my 
testimony  to  the  excellence  of  the  types  which 
from  time  to  time  ytni  have  supplied  to  the 
Syimy  tttmimg  Jtrrmld,  In  perfection  of 
fbnn  sad  Aumum  of  ootllne  tBey  are  equal 
to  the  most  finished  predaoti  of  the  Old  Coun- 
try. 

Hexe  is  another  Icttei,  dated  7tfa  Fet»u- 
aty,  i^,  irost  Mr.  John  T.  Anderson, 


overseer  of  the  Town  and  Country  Jour- 
nal— 

In  re^T  to  your  inquiry—*'  Is  our  type  giving 
you  satbfaction:"?  I  have  pleasure  in  stating 
that  the  type  supplied  by  j*ou  is  giving  every 
satisfaction.  I  am  using  a  lot  of  it  now — 
especially  fancy  type- 
That  is  a  class  of  type  which,  according 
to  some  honorable  members,  Messrs. 
Wunble  and  Ccmpany  are  imable.  to 
manufacture — 

and  for  fhiisb  and  durability  it  is  equal  to  the 
imported  type  in  use.  Your  fancy  type  is  used 
in  the  same  formes  with  imported  type,  and 
stands  the  test  of  stmeotyping  equally  as  welt 
aa  the  latter,  A  great  advantage  to  a  large 
office  like  the  Evening  News  and  Towh  ami 
Country  Journal  is  the  fact  o|  your  being  able 
to  supply  any  special  sorts  when  required  fo<- 
foHDts  Rippbed  by  yon.  By  retaining  your 
pxcMBt  standard  of  metal  and  finish,  you  should, 
have  no  trouble  in  giwng  satisfnctloa. 

Then,  or.  the  aitt  Maicb,  1906,  the  Go* 
vernment  Printer  ot  Tasmania  wrote  to 
the  firm,  as  fcUlowS: — 

In  reply  lO'  your  inqmry  respecting  the  tvn- 
" sorts"  yoa  have  00  various  occaaions  fur* 
nisbed  to  thu  office,  I  have  pleasure  in  .stating 
that  they  have  given  entire  satisfaction,  nnd 
it  haa  psoved'  a  decided  advantage  to  be  able 
to  secure  type  supplies  at  short  notice  when 
extraordinary  demands  have  been  made  on  the 
body  fount!!  fbr  special  characters.  As  regfir.is 
depth  of  face,  alignment  of  bo  ly,  height, 
finish,  and  quality  of  metal  the  type  compare  t 
favorably  with  the  products  of  the  large  foun- 
dries of  other  parts  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Jo^PH  Cooic. — Do  any  of  the 
authors  of  these  testimcmials  purchase  the 
whole  of  their  type  supplies  from  this 
firm? 

Mr.  CARR.— If  all  did  that,  there 
would  be  no  need  to  extend  protectbn  to 
the  industry.  The  testimonials  merely 
show  that  the  foundry  is  able  to  supply 
type  equal  in  quality  to  the  imported" 
ajticle.  The  chief  menace  to  Australian 
industries  ts  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that, 
when  <Hir  local  manufactDTers  approach 
imp(»ting  firms,  the'  latter  are  not  in  a 
hurrv  to  drop  their  cAA  world  connexions, 
particularly  when  a  new  line  is  offered 
at  a  slight  increase  on  the  price  at  whirh 
they  can  buy  abroad.  That  phase  of  the 
matter  is  always  ignored  by  the  Op|»nsi- 
ticHi.  They  forget  that  importers,  .liecause 
of  the  so<Ti.Tl  roa.siHeratior  shown  to  then 
by  manufacturers  abroad,  give  preference 
to  the  imported'  article.  A  man  who  is 
starting  a  newspaper  is  compelled  to  ft:^ 
to  the  Sydney  fimis  for  his  type,  and,  as 
they  aie  beh^ng  him  along,  he  nawT  tak** 
what  they  give  him.  They  therefore  tJini!»t 
upon  him  foreiga  type,  at  prices'  at  whirh 
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thejocal  manufacturer  could  sell  at  a  good 
prmt,  the  imported  type  in  most  cases 
being  a>ld  at  prices  hi'gher  than  those 
charged  for  the  localiy-made  type.  It  is 
difficult  for  a  man,  unless  he  be  indepen- 
dent— and  a  man  starting  business  is  not 
generally  independent,  while  a  newspaper 
man  very  seldom  is — to  break  away  from 
any  one  set  of  wholesale  dealers,  and,  there- 
fore,' the  local  type  manufacturer  has  not 
the  opportunities  for  selling  his  type  which 
he  w^ould  otherwise  have.  The  honorable 
member  for  Coolgardie  hjis  stated  that  the 
importaticms  of  type  are  now  worth  only 
j^9,ooo  a  year.  But  in  1902  ^46,000  wwth 
of  tyi)e  and  printers'  materials  were  im- 
])orted,  the  annual  importation  subsequently 
decreasing  to 000,  j^i  5,000,  and  then 
to  ;^^9,ooo.  The  foreign  manufacturers 
are  in  a  position  t(<>  sell  large  consignme.its 
at  very  reduced  rates,  and  the  importers, 
since  they  deal  in  a  commodity  which  can 
be  kept  mdefinitely  without  deterioration, 
find  it  advantageous  to -lay  in  large  stocks. 
It  pays  the  m&ers  to  send  out  large  con- 
signments, because  a  bulk  deal  is  more 
profitable  than  a  small  transacticm,  and  it 
pays  importers  to  carry  large  stocks,  be- 
cause, although  they  have  a  good  deal  of 
cai>ital  lying  idle,  they  can  obtain  good 
discounts  when  buying.  The  foreign  manu- 
facturers pay  freight,  packing,  and  in- 
surance to  Australia,  and  give  15  per  cent, 
discount  on  their  published  price  lists,  and 
another  10  per  cent.,  or  25  per  cent.,  alto- 
gether on  big  weight  stuff.  But  while 
burdens  may  be  passed  on,  benefits  of  this 
kind  are  very  rarely  passed  on,  and,  there- 
fore, the  users  of  type  get  little  or  no  ad- 
vantage from  this  '  arrangonent.  I  am 
opposed  to  giving  preference  to  Great 
Britain  in  connexion  with  the  importation 
of  type,  because  the  English  manufacturers 
are  the  principal  consignors  of  tvpe  to  Aus- 
tralia. It  has  been  said  that  the  proposed 
duty  will  be  a  special  tax  on  the  country 
printers.  I  deny  that  it  will.  How  could 
it  be  a  tax  on  country  printers,  seang  that 
the  local  maker  is  selling  his  type  at  the 
same  price,  and,  in  some  cases,  at  a  lower 
price,  than  is  charged  for  imDorted  tvpe? 
Messrs.  Wimble  and  Companv  are  pre- 
pared to  come  under  any  legislation  for 
the  regulation  of  their,  industry,  and  have 
already  notified  the  printing  trade  that 
they  do  not  intend  to  increase  their  prices. 
Their  specimen-book  contains  the  same  list 
of  prices  as  was  published  before  the  ira- 
potttion  of  the  Tariff,  and  I  have  it  from 
Mr.  VtHmUe  himself-  that  he  is  prepared 
Vf .  Can. 


to  guarantee  not  to  increase  his  prices  if 
the  duty  is  agreed  to.  Those  who  wish  to 
see  industries  flourish  in  Australia  shwild 

vote  for  the  dutv.  The  firm  to  whidi  I 
allude  is,  because  of  the  special  circum- 
stances which  I  have  mentioned,  prevented 
from  doing  as  well  as  it  might  do  in  the 
local  market.  Those  connected  with  it, 
however,  undertate  not  to  abuse  any  pro- 
tection which  may  be  eiven  to  them.  Being 
interested  in  the  trade  myself,  I  know  that 
it  is  possible  to  make  locally  nearly  all 
kinds  of  type  faces.  All  the  new  d^giu 
of  type  faces  come  from  America ;  but  the 
Enghsh  makers  pirate  them. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — There  are  many 
kinds  of  type  which  the  honorable  member 
has  not  had  occasion  to  use. 

Mr.  CARR.— I  go  through  all  the  books 
illustrating  the  various  kinds  of  type  on 
the  market.  When  I  have  wanted  up-to- 
date  type  and  borders  for  job  printing,  I 
have  DE^n  able  to  get  it  from  Wimble  and 
Company,  when  I  could  not  get  it  from 
the  importers. 

Mr.  Hbnky  WiLUS.— Did  the  honor- 
able member  go  to  the  importers  first? 

Mr.  CARR.— Yes;  I  tried  them  all 
round.  I  saw  samples  of  English  and 
American  types  in  the  catalogues  of 
foreign  firms  which  I  could  not  get  hoc, 
but  Wimble  and  Company  had  something 
like  them.  They  are  able  to  make  and 
cast  from  these  patterns.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  there  are  very  few  patent  rights  in 
connexion  with  type,  and  the  slightest 
alteration  from  any  particular  pattern 
envies  a  maker  to  evade  the  patent  law. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— The  slightest 
variati(»i  ? 

Mr.  CARR. — Yes;  the  slightest  varia- 
tion from  the  type  forms  registered. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  h(»iOTi^le 
member  does  not  approve  of  that. 

Mr.  CARR. — I  regard  it  as  an  ordinary 
business  transaction.  According  .  to  the 
American  Inland  PrinUr  of  Febniaiy  <rf 
this  year- 
Through  neglect  to  lecure  the  protection 
afforded  by  the  registration  or  patent  lawi  of 
Great  Britain,  Germao^,  France,  and  Italy,  the 
foreign  tales  of  original  faces  of  American 
types  have  been  unneceuarily  curtailed  bv  the 
competition  of  letter-fotmden  in -all  those  coun- 
tries, who  have  exercised  their  l^al  right  to 
appropriate  such  deigns. 

Messrs.  Stephenson,  Blake,  and  CcHnpany, 
the  English  manufacturers.,  make  type  very 
similar  to  that  iW^^jf^koi&iSi^mHew 
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Line  I ype  Book,  the  standard  work  on 
American  printing  type.  The  same  type  often 
goes  under  two  different  names.  Fot  instance, 
what  is  called  the  "Westminster  Old  "  by 
the  English  type-makers  is  called  "Delia 
Robia  "  by  the  Americans.  Then  what  is 
called  "Italian  Old-style"  bv  English 
makers  is  called  "Jensen  Old-style  "  by  the 
Americans.  The  fact  that  different  faces 
of  type  are  sold  under  the  same  name  shows 
that  there  are  no  patent  rights  in  regard 
to  them.  Moreover,  it  is  very  hard  to  de- 
fine any  special  face,  so  that  local  manu- 
facturers are  practically  at  liberty  to  make 
any  face  of  type  that  they  like.  It  has  been 
said  that  only  a  few  boys  and  girls  are 
emplwed  in  making  type  locallv ;  but,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  some  seventy  hands  are  em- 
ployed in  the  Sydney  type  foundry.  Twelve 
handlings  are  necessary  to  produce  the  fin- 
ished article;  but,  without  wearying  the 
Committee  with  a  description  of  all  the 
processes  of  manufacture,  I  wish  to  em- 
phasize what  I  have  already  stated,  that, 
while  at  the  present  time  the  kinds  of 
type  available  fw  jobbing  fonts  are  some- 
what limited,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
all  the  varieties  of  type  that  the  world 
knows  of  bang  made,  supposing  that  the 
industry  gets  the  protection  for  which  it  now 
asks.  I  know  Mr.  Wimble  personally,  and 
have  had  business  dealings  with  him.  The 
country  would  be  quite  safe  in  accepting 
bis  pledge  not  to  increase  prices;  but,  in 
any  case.  Parliament  can  protect  the  oxi- 
sumers  under  a  measure  for  relating  this 
and  other  industries.  The  firm  pays  the 
best  wages,  and  there  is  a  good  feeling  tc- 
wards  it  on  the  part  of  the  employes,  which 
is  very  pleasant  to  see.  Even  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  notwithstanding  the  use  of  lino- 
types, the  expenditure  cm  type  amounts  to 
between  £,14^,000  and  ;^zo,ooo  a  year. 
The  honorable  member  for  Coolgardie  said 
that  some  of  the  type  which  is  imported 
is  again  exported.  That  is  not  so.  The 
type  exported  is,  as  the  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta  has  stated,  the  Wimble 
type,  which  is  sent  to  New  Zealand,  where 
it  finds  a  better  market  than  in  Australia, 
because  the  operaticms  of  the  business  oon- 
cems  thece  are  not  so  hidebound  as  those 
of  the  Australian  firms.  If  we  cannot  get 
patriotism  spontaneouslv,  we  must,  since  it 
is  so  necessary  for  the  development  of  Aus- 
tralian industries,  compel  people  to  be 
patriotic  by  making  it  impossible,  or  at 
least  unprofitable,  for  them  to  buy  other  than 
Australian  manufactures,  when  these  caj) 
be  produced  at  prices  not  exceeding  those 
of  impcvtations,  and  are  of  as  good  quality. 


In  view  of  the  large  expenditure  upon  type 
in  Australia,  probably  with  an  increase  in 
the  duty,  another  firm  will  start,  and  that 
will  provide  competition.  The  honorable 
member  for  Calare  objects  to  the  duty  on 
type  because  type  is  used  by  the  small  man, 
and  he  would  exempt  linotypes  because 
they  are  used  by  the  large  man.  The  exist- 
ence of  patent  rights  prevents  the  Austra- 
lian manufacture  of  linotypes;  but  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  the  manufacture,  within 
the  Commonwealth,  of  ordinary  and  job- 
bing type  of  all  kinds,  and  it  is  only  rea- 
sonable to  provide  for  its  manufacture 
here.  The  presoit  makers  are  ready  to  be 
bound  by  any  reascmable  restrictions  that 
Parliament  may  dioose  to  place  upon  them. 
Once  we  hare  a  factory  hedged  about  by  the 
necessary  conditions,  we  have,  as  it  were, 
a  .policeman  to  watch  the  operations  of  any 
similar  factory,  and  prevent  evasicms  of 
the  law.  I  hope  that  the  Committee  will 
take  advantage  of  this  opportimity  to  en- 
courage an  industry  which  will  be  a  bocxi 
and  not  a  bane  to  our  printers. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN  (Indi)  [5.31].— I 
do  not  profess  to  know  much  about  the 
printing  business ;  but  I  have  received  a  cir- 
cular from  an  influential  body  of  printers 
who  I  think  would  not  be  guilty  of  printing 
an  absolute  untruth.  I  quite  recognise  the 
principle  enunciated  by  the  last  speaker. 
We  are  here,  I  think,  to  do  what  we  can 
to  give  a  good  protectionist  policy  to  the 
country.  But  whether  that  is  to  be  prohibi- 
tion or  not  I  do  not  know.  It  appears  to 
me  that  we  are  departing  very  steadily 
from  what  I  call  a  good  protective  policy. 
While  at  first  I  was  quite  prepared  to  fol- 
low the  pmtecti<xiist  recommendatitms  of 
the  Tariff  Commissi<Hi,  I  am  considerably 
shocked  at  the  manner  and  the  mode  in 
which  they  were  arrived  at.  Hitherto  type 
has  been  allowed  to  ccwne  in  free,  and  the 
duty  recommended  by  the  TariflF  Commis- 
sion, and  proposed  by  the  Government,  is 
35  per  cent.  The  circular  which  I  hold  in 
my  hand  puts  the  position  in  this  way — 

Again  the  occauoD  has  arisen  for  united  action 
by  the  muteis  ptiaten  of  Victoria  in  protect- 
i<m  of  their  iotereiti. 

Of  course,  there  aiie  two  sides  to  every 
question.  The  side  of  the  workman  has  been 
presented  with  great  force,  but  the  side  of 
the  other  man,  who,  in  my  opini(Hi,  is  con- 
cerned as  much  as  the  worker,  has  not  yet 
been  presented.    The  circular  continues — 

The  Federal  Tariff,  aa  recently  introduced, 
contemplates  the  taxing  heSTily  of  the  principal 
articles  constituting  our  raw  material,  namely, 
writing  and  printing  paper,  type,  and  ink. 
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After  dealing  with  the  first  two  items,  it 
goes  on  to  say — 

E»eB  if  tbs  oae  type  foundry  in  Sidney 
essayed  the  impossibls  of    meeting  all 

Australian  reqmrementa  the  festrictian_  of  the 

Ermter  to  the  tfpe  facet  obtamable  here  would 
e  tutKmovnt  to  throwins  the  printing  art  in 
Aaattalu  beck  twenty  yean. 

That  circular  is  signed  by  two  reputable 
men — Mr.  J.  C.  Stephens,  President,  and 
Mr.  J.  B.  WaFker,  Honorary  Secretary,  of 
the  VictoriaTi  Master  Printers'  Association. 
To  show  how  considerate  they  have  been, 
let  me  mention  tiiat  there  is  attached  to  the 
circnfar  a  printed  list,  and  that  in  95  cases 
ocrt  of  100  they  have  agreed  very  largely 
to  many  of  the  items  submitted  in  this 
Tariff.  That  shows,  at  any  rate,  that  they 
were  not  Uased.  The  Treasurer  has,  I 
undierstand',  practically  agreed  to  a  duty  of 
20  per  cent  in  each  colmnn. 

Mr..  Joseph  Cook. — Too  mudi. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN.— That  mftv  be. 
it  would  be  a  eonsidetabtfr  icductkm  erf  the 
present  dut^,  bat  I  understand  that  my 

colleagues  in  the  comer  are  annom  to 
secure  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  in  the  generaF 
Tariff,  and  15  per  cent,  in  the  preferential 
Tariff.  If  it  is  tme  that  it  will  take  a  con- 
siderable period  to  build  up  a  manufactory 
sufficient  to  cope  with  the  requirements  of 
the  printing  trade,  surdy  it  is  wily  fair  to 
give  the  printers  the  benefit  of  the  dbubt  ? 
If  the  Treasurer  will  i^^ree  to  ^ties  of  m 
per  cent,  and  15  per  cent,  respectively,  he 
will  ifaow  lus  appreciarion  of  the  difficul- 
ties which  have  to  be  faced  by  Ae  master 
printCEs.  White  some  <rf  my  homn^le 
friends  ejacukite  that  a  duty  of  20  per 
Gent,  is  too  high,  I  ttunk  it  is  a  great 
jump  to  impoee  that  duty  chi  an  article 
whidi  hitherto  has  been  free.  I  was  only 
a  neophyte  when  the  great  Grabson  Berry 
introduced  hts  protectionist  policy.  As  t 
said  the  other  night,  1  d&  not  believe  that 
he  can  be  resting  in  his  grave  when  we  are 
putting  duties  of  30  and  40  per  cent, 
on  articles  which  he  declared  would 
never  require  to  bear  moie  than  a 
duty  of  12I  or  re  per  cent  Al- 
though, as  I  said  before,  it  is  a 
tug  jmnp  to  impose  a  duty  of  20  per  cent. 
on  an  article  which  Mtherto  has  been  free, 
srill  I  am  prepared  to  fall  in  with  the  sug- 
gestion. If  the  bulk  of  the  material  is 
imported  from  Great  Britain,  it  will  not  do 
any  great  harm  if  we  reduce  the  preferen- 
tial dutv  to  1 5  per  cent. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (DarRng)  [5.18].— Jn  re- 
^  to  tMs  item,  I  thio^  that  the  Com- 


mittee is  caiUed  upon  to  adhere  to  the  policv 
which  so  far  has  been  pursued.     A  case 
has  been  made  out  on  behalf  of  a  local 
fim    of    mannfactiers,.    who,  under 
adverse    Tariff  conditiGns,  entered  upm 
an    impOTtant    buaness.      Their  pn- 
ducts   are   very   essential   to  the  prmt- 
ing   trade.     It   is    admitted    that  oaly 
one    fa^    can    be    foond    with  the 
ftrm,  and  that  is  that  diey  have  not  yec 
attfdned  to  the  position  of  having  on  hand* 
alwavs  a  stock  equal  to  that  which  is  essen- 
tial (o  a  country  with  a  population  of 
80,000,000..  No  fault  has  been  found  witb 
the  faces  of  the  type.     Every  one  has  ap- 
proved of  their  quality.      Every  critidsiw 
has  been  favorable     Therefore,  the  firm 
have  proved  their  aInlHv  to  produce  the- 
qualitv.     Any  one  who  gfances  at  tfie  book 
referred  to  by  the  honorable  member  for. 
Maoquarie,  or  the  /iHand  Printer,  or  in- 
deed at  any  catalogue.  wSI  realiae  what  air 
immense  number  of  faces  tfie  firm  neees- 
sarilv  have  to  produce  to  keep  x  supply 
equal  to  modem  leqwrements.     The  firm. 
X  understand,  are  employing  seventy  hands, 
and  importir^  five  experts — several  are  now 
on  their  way — to  design  new  faces.  Mv 
information  is  that  it  is  ouite  a  commorr 
thing  for  type  founders  to  attach  new  names 
to  the  same  faces  of  t\pe.     The  local  firm 
have  already  taken  steps  to  invent  Austra- 
lian designs.      In  my  opinion,  they  are 
entitled  to  consderation  at  oirr  hands.  f 
have  been  sm-prised  that  not  one  of  die 
Victorian  protectionists  has  risen  to  say  a 
word  on  behalf  of  this  industry.  When- 
ever a  duty  is  proposed  oi  faehalf  of  a. 
Melbourne  industry,  even  if  it  employs  only 
three  men  and  a  bov.  there  is  quite  a  rush 
on  their  part  to  support  the  proposal,  whe-. 
ther  tfre  local  manufacturer  is  able  to  make 
the  articles  or  not.     I  expect  those  honor- 
able members  to  rise  and  support  the  pro- 
tection which  is  proposed  on  behalf  of  tlii* 
type-founding  industry.    Apart  from  mem-, 
bers*   individual    views.    Parliament  has 
adopted  a  protectionist  policy.     We  have 
already  imposed  duties  on   items  which, 
owing  to  the  existence  of  patent  rights* 
cannot  be  made  in  Australia.     I  have  beei>. 
trying  to  get  some  ccoisideration  for  the 
users  of  those  articles.     T  intend  to  sup- 
port the  claim  of  a  firm  which,  in  my  opin- 
ion, is  well  founded,  so  that  they  mav  be 
put  on  an  equality  with  other  manufactur- 
ing firms,  and  I  expect  to  secure  the  active 
support  of  valiant  "Victorian  protectionists 
whether  the  industry  is  con^cted  in  their 
own  State  or  not-  Digitized  by  V^OOQLC 
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Mr.  Malomey. — Any  one  «bo  wants  a 
book  printed  with  better  type  is  very  hard 
to  please. 

Mr.  SPEKCE.— It  is  admitted  that 
practical  printers  reqiure  for  the  trade  a 
larger  number  of  faces  than  the 
local  firm  produce ;  but  the  quality 
of  the  Australian  type  is  approved.  I  am 
informed  that  the  best  type  passes  through 
thirteen  hands  before  it  is  finished.  There 
is  more  labour  employed  in  producing  the 
best  quality  of  type  than  is  generally  sup- 
posed. The  idea  of  the  honorable  membei 
for  Parnunatta  seems  to  me  to  be  quite 
out  of  the  question.  What  he  suggests  is 
that  the  local  firm  shall  go  on  without  a 
duty  until  they  are  able  to  supply  the 
whole  madcet.  If  the  fino  should  ever  at- 
tain to  that  positioQt  they  will  not  require 
a  duty.  That  is  not  the  idea  of  proCec- 
tioniste  at  all.  Wfav  bhoald  that  firm  be 
singled  out  for  differential  treatment 
umply  because  it  is  not  atrfe  to  supply 
local  requirements?  The  only  other  ques- 
tion to  consider  is,  bow  much  duty  shall 
be  iMiposed?  Sonoe  practical  printers  have 
indicated  that  there  is  a  sufficient  margin 
to  enable  them  to  supply,  without  increas- 
ing the  price,  tte  donand  which  the  local 
film  cannot  supply.  How  far  that  state- 
ment is  correct,  those  engaged  in  fhe  busi- 
ness Icnov  best.  I  believe  that  there  is  a 
considerable  margin.  The  local  firm  have, 
I  understand,  agreed  not  ti>  raise  the  prioe, 
and  the  importers  win  act  as  a  ^edc  upon 
them.  There  is  an  advantage  in  haviiw 
type  made  locally.  If  it  is  up-to-date,  u 
it  is  equal  in  artistic  appearance  to  the  best 
type  in  the  world,  printers  are  always  able 
to  secure  a  supply  whenever  they  run  short. 
I  happen  to  know  that  in  some  cases 
printers  have  been  unable  to  procure  from 
the  importer  an  additional  supply  of  a 
particular  font  of  type,  and  It  has  had  to 
be  ordered  from  England  or  America. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — ^That  does  ncA  occur 
often. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  do  not  suggest  that 
it  happens  very  often,  but  it  is  an  advan- 
tafic  to  a  printer  when  he  runs  short  of  a 
particular  font  to  be  able  to  readily  get 
mn  additional  supply  from  a  local  maker. 
This  firm  undertake  to  make  a 
special  feature  of  that.  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  a  duty  of  20  per 
oeot..  aa  suggested  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hindmarrii,  will  be  sufficient. 
Wimble  and  Conpany  have  been  able 
to  build  op  a  trade  without  imy 
daty  at  aU.     I  think  that  the  Com- 


mittee might  very  well  agree  to  an  all- 
round  dtity  of  20  per  cent  NecessarUy 
printers  will  have  to  import  type  to  some 
extent  The  local  makers  cannot  com- 
pletely overtake  the  Australian  demand. 

Mr.  Mahon. — ^The  honorable  member 
had  better  hear  what  the  small  printen 
have  to  say  about  a  20  per  oent  duty. 

Mr.  5PENCE.  —  Unfortunate'lv  the 
Hnall  printers  are  not  very  frequent  pur- 
chasers of  type.  They  struggle  alwig  for 
a  long  while  with  their  old  type.  Any 
one  who  looks  at  some  countrv  newspapers 
will  see  that  the  type  from  which  they  are 
printed  has  not  a  very  good  face.  Of 
course,  the  printers  want  to  get  their  type 
as  cheaply  as  they  can,  but  the  duty  woiild 
not  increase  the  price  materially.  There 
is  a  sidSciait  margin  of  profit  to  enable  the 
importer  to  cut  his  prioe  down.  In  any 
case,  country  piiatm  are  not  constantly 
buying  type.  I  wish  to  be  quite  fair  all 
round.  If  we  are  going  to  have  a  pn- 
tective  polity,  why  single  out  type  fcx-  an 
exception  ?  I  have  tned  to  get  considera- 
tion for  other  industries,  and  have  failed. 
The  printer  can  pass  oa  the  cost  to  his  cus- 
tomers, but  that  cannot  be  done  in  the  caae 
of  mtoiag. 

Mr.  Mahon. — How  can  he  pass  on  the 

cost  when  his  newspaper  always  selli  for 
a  penny? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— He  can  increase  the 
price  of  advertising,  or  charge  hor  to 
thoae  for  whom  be  does  job  prinCinff.  I 
think  we  might  very  well  pass  the  aatf  at 
20  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  <Lang)  [5.48].  —  It 
seems  to  me  that  as  kmg  as  there  b  one 
little  industry  in  Victoria  which,  quite  ir- 
respective of  the  rights  of  consumers,  clam- 
ours for  a  duty,  that  little  industry  must 
have  protection  amounting  in  its  incidenoe 
practically  to  prohilntion. 

Mr.  Bahfobd. — This  little  mdustry  is  in 
Svdney. 

'Mr.  JOHNSON.— Now,  we  happen  to 
have  under  consideration  one  of  those  rare 
instances  in  which  Sydn^  has  an  industry 
that  wants  a  duty.  '  It  happens  that  the 
onlv  type  foundry  in  Australia  is  situated 
in  Sydney.    It  was  established  in  1882. 

Mr.  Maix)Nev. — Mr.  Wimble  first  started 
in  Melbourne. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — The  Government 
will  agree  to  a  duty  of  20  per  cent  alt 
round. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— That  is  too  high; 
and  I  shall  state  my  reasons  forithinldng 
aa      I  refer  KligmldnaiM^Jiid3§teto  the 


6764 


Tariff         [REPRESENTATIVES.]  (Type). 


evidence  given  before  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion. The  proprietor  of  the  Sydney  in- 
dustry gave  evidence  which  is  reported  on 
page  3659.  He  said  that  owing  to  lower 
prices  of  imported  type,'  he  can  only  supplv 
"  sorts,"  which  the  agents  of  foreign 
makers  do  not  supply,  his  prices  being  from 
7j  per  cent,  to  10  per  cent  higher.  Those 
statements  are  contuned  in  questions  78014 
and  78023.  The  agent  of  one  of  the  un- 
pcuting  firms,  Mr.  Burke>  gave  evidence  in 
rebuttal  of  the  local  manufacturer's  state- 
ments. He  said,  on  page  2663,  that  the 
local  maker  largely  sells  his  type  in  New 
Zealand,  against  all  foreign  makers,  at  the 
same  price  as  in  Sydney,  he  paying  the 
freight  and  expenses — questions  94125, 
94148,  and  94158.  Again,  he  stated  that 
two  or  three  type  founders  supply,  and 
suffice  to  supply,  all  the  requirements  of 
the  English-speaking  world,  and  that  there- 
foce  ths  local  industry  would  be  small 
even  if  it  supplied  all  the  type  required  in 
the  CcMnmonwealth.  He  went  on  to  say 
that  it  would  not  pay  to  design  and  make 
a  new  variety  of  type  even  if  every  printer 
in  Australia  agreed  to  take  a  quantity  of 
each — question  94126.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Macquarie  has  menticmed  that 
English  manufacturers  of  type  pirate 
American  designs. 

Mr.  Carr. — I  can  prove  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.~I  am  not  in  a  position 
to  say  whether  or  n<^  that  is  so.  I  am  willing 
to  take  the  honorable  member's  word.  But  I 
pmnt  out  that  the  same  kind  of  thing  takes 
place  in  the  case  of  the  local  manufacturer. 
I  do  not  make  that  statement  on  my  own 
authority,  because  I  do  not  krKmr.  I  base 
it  upon  the  evidence  given  before  the  Tariff 
Commission.  With  reference  to  pirating, 
it  was  stated  there  that  the  local  maker 
"pirates"  the  new  types  designed  elsewhere 
by  making  electrotype  castings  of  each 
letter — questions  94132  and  94162.  The 
evidence  goes  on  to  show  that  one  of  the 
automatic  type-making  machines  produces 
j£ioo  worth  of  type  in  a  day,  and  that  con- 
sequently little  labour  is  employed,  and  the 
labour  cost  is  insignificant— question  94r74. 
It  is  further  stated  that  the  wages  are 
higher  in  American  and  British  type  foun- 
dries than  in  the  Australian  «ies — question 
94136-7.  It  will  be  seen  that  this  is  not 
a  question  of  low-priced  as  against  high- 
priced  labour,  because,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  only  competitors  in  this  line  of  indus- 
try are  paid  higher  wages  in  Great  Britain 
and  America  than  the  local  wcvkmen  are 
-"id.     It  was  also  stated  in  the  evidence 


that  youths  are  doing  work  in  the  Australian 
industry  which  elsewhere  is  done  by  adults 
at  high  wages,  those  wages  being  $18  per 
week  in  America,  and  38s.  in  England — 
questions  94126  and  94138. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — How  many  men 
does  Wimble  employ  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  —  About  sixty  or 
seventy,  I  believe ;  but  I  do  not  think  that 
that  matters  a  great  deal,  because  the  great 
point  at  issue  is  that  of  wages.  The  argu- 
ment of  those  hwiorable  members,'  who 
pin  their  faith  in  heavy  taxation  as  a 
means  of  prcnnoting  prosperity  and  who  be- 
lieve that  we  need  to  protect  Australian 
labour  against  the  lower  wages  paid  in  other 
countries,  is,  "  How  are  you  to  prevent  the 
local  manufacturer  frcxn  fairly  competing 
unless  you  give  him  the  advantage  of  a 
duty?"  I  have'  pointed  out  that  the 
Aii»rican  and  British  workmen  have  greater 
reason  to  ccwaplain  in  this  instance  of  the 
lower  wages  paid  in  the  Australian  industry, 
and  that  ther^ore  there  is  not  a  tittle  of 
excuse  for  removing  this  item  from  the 
free  list.  In  the  absence  of  any  stronger 
argument  than  I  have  yet  heard,  I  shall  vote 
for  retaining  type  on  the  free  list. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare)  [5.57]. 
— I  wish  to  supplement  what  I  have  already 
said  with  further  informatifXi.  I  have  be- 
fore me  a  circular  from  Messrs.  Wimble  and 
Company  in  which  they  state,  writing  on 
the  6th  September,  that  they  have  about 
sixty  men  employed  in  their  f  actor)' . 
Writing  on  the  15th  November,  they  state 
that  they  have  seventy-one  employ^.  I  also 
have  circulars  from  the  Master  Printers'  As- 
sociation, and  allied  trades  of  Queensland, 
New  South  Wales,  and  Victoria.  All  of 
those  associations  ask  that  these  goods 
should  be  placed  on  the  free  list.  The 
secretary  of  the  Queensland  Association 
states  that  14,000  hands  employed  by  these 
associations  are  interested  in  having  the 
goods  plac^  on  the  free  list. 

Mr.  Cars. — The  employfe  want  the  duty. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— The  honor- 
able member  may  know  what  is  in  the  em- 
ployes' minds,  but  against  that  con- 
tenticHi  are  two  facts.  First  of  all, 
we  have  to  r^nember  that  the  big 
printing  firms  get  a  large  proportion 
of  their  appliances  free.  But  the  small 
country  pressmen  are  asked  to  pay 
25  per  cent.  In  the  second  place,  there 
are  only  seventy-one  em^ov^  ^AS^S^ 
the  factory  that  m^^mmi^<&?^^ Auty, 
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while  there  are  14,000  employ^  who  are  in- 
terested in  the  goods  being  placed  on  the 
free  list. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS  (Franklin)  [6.0].— 
The  hwrorable  member  for  Calare  has  made 
a  point  which  I  think  is  a  good  wie,  and 
dnerring  of  attenticm.  The  machines, 
which  are  really  the  makers  of  type  for  the 
large  newspapers,  are  admitted  free.  In 
other  words,  the  large  newspapers  which 
have  linotypes  practically  use  no  other  type 
at  all.  Tins  diUy  will,  unquestionably,  for 
many  years  bit  the  proprietors  of  small 
country  newspapers.  It  is  all  very  well 
for  me  boncffable  member  foe  Darfing  to 
lay  that  it  will  not  be  felt  by  newspaper 
men;  if  he  had  to  buy  a  few  faces  of 
type  for  a  newspapei^  or  suffidait  founts 
iot  a  job  printing  (^Bce,  he  would  quickly 
discover  that  it  is  a  very  ccHisiderable 
item.  Country  newspaper  and  job  printing 
offices  have  to  stock  a  large  quantity  of 
type,  having  regard  to  the  work  that  they 
turn  out;  they  have  to  keep  in  stock  type 
which  sometimes  is  not  used  more  than 
ooce  or  twree  in  a  year.  Variety  is  neces- 
sary to  secure  cust<»n.  I  have  no  desire 
to  say  CMie  word  against  the  Australian 
type  foundry,  but  I  would  pcnnt  out  that 
it  does  not  produce  the  vanety  of  founts 
to  be  found  in  the  catalogues  of  the  large 
American  and  English  type  founders. 
The  cost  of  type,  even  when  it  was  on 
the  free  list,  was  quite  dear  enough  for 
the  man  who  had  to  buy  it,  and  this  dtaty 
will  fall  heavily  upon  men  who  can  il! 
afford  to  bear  it.  I  recognise  that  there  is 
no  hope  of  restoring  the  item  to  the  free 
list,  Iwt  1  would  urge  honorable  members 
not  to  agree  to  a  duty  of  more  than  20 
per  cent,  on  foreign  imports,  or  of  more 
than  15  per  cent.  <m  imports  iiom  Great 
Britain. 

Mr.  CARR  <Macquarie)  [6.3].— In  re- 
ply to  the  statements  made  with  reference 
to  the  Australian  type  foundry,  I  desire  to 
say  that  it  employs  five  skilled  men,  who 
receive  from  £6  to  £3^  15s.  per  week, 
and  that  three  more  skilled  artisans  are 
being  brought  out  by  the  Dorset  in  order 
that  the  foundry  may  cope  with  (he  in- 
creased trade  which  has  resulted  frcan  the 
imposition  of  the  duty.  Since  the  intro- 
ducrion  of  the  new  TariflF,  the  trade  has 
not  been  called  upon  to  pay  an  extortionate 
prfce  for  type ;  the  country  printer  has  not 
been,  and  is  not  going  to  be,  asked  to  pay 
any  portion  of  tWs  duty.  If  he  were,  I 
should  be  one  of  the  first  to  agitate  for 
its  repeal.    I  know  the  men  engaged  in 


this  industry,  and  therefore  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  making  this  statement.  In  view 
of  the  fact  that  there  are  seventy-two 
hands  engaged  in  the  industry,  and  that 
following  the  arrival  of  the  'three  special 
artisans  to  whan  I  have  referred  some- 
thing like  250  persons  will  be  employed,  I 
think  we  should  be  prepared  to  assist  it. 

Mr.  McWzLUAMS. — How  many  boys 
are  employed? 

Mr.  CARR. — Scarcely  any  boys;  but  a 
number  of  girls  are  employed.  The  type 
is  cast  in  slugs,  which  are  easily  separated, 
and  the  girls  have  simply  to  part  the 
**  stamps "  and  pass  them  tm  fox  trim- 
ming purposes.  The  process  is  a  very 
simple  one,  and  since  many  girls  have  to 
work  for  their  living,  it  is  better  that  th^ 
should  be  emi^oyed  in  this  than  in  many 
other  ways.  I  have  it  en  undoubted 
authority  that  the  Australian  type  foun- 
dry is  casting  over  xoo  varieties  of  jobbing 
type,  comprising  some  300  characters;  and 
fifty  series  of  type,  coa^rising  500  dif- 
ferent sizes  or  bodies,  are  now  cast  by  it. 
In  short,  I  may  say  Uiat  the  variety  is 
sufficiently  wide  to  meet  the  necessities  of 
every  country  printing  office.  I  have  been 
identified  with  country  newspaper  offices 
for  many  years,  and  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  they  need  never  go 
beyond  Wimble's  factory  for  what  they 
want.  Special  type  may  be  required  by 
large  job  printing  offices,  and  even  those 
varieties  will  be  obtainable  frc»n  the  local 
foundry  when  the  industry  is  sufficiently 
established. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan)  [6.7].— 
I  have  listened  with  attention  to-the  debate, 
and  have  learnt  that  there  is  cxily  one 
large  firm  in  Australia  engaged  in  the  cast- 
ing of  type.  That  firm  is  well  known 
throughout  Australia,  and,  under  free- 
trade,  its  business  has  attained  considerable 
propOTtions.  We  have  (miy  to  look  at  the 
catalogue  which  the  members  of  that  firm 
sent  to  us  the  other  day,  to  satisfy  our- 
selves that  the  industrv  is  in  a  flourishing 
condition.  No  one  desires  that  they  should 
not  have  some  a.ssistance,  although  they 
seem  to  have  done  verv  well  without  it.  Last 
year,  I  understand,  our  imports  of  type 
were  valued  at  less  than  ^£10,000,  showing 
a  falling  off  as  ccmipared  with  the  imports 
of  fM-evious  years.  I  ami  not  going  to  suggest 
that  the  reason  for  this  reduction  is  solely 
that  the  local  industry  is  successfully 
competing  with  the  importers,  but  it  would 
not  be  unfair  to  use  sud^^aiuatsnnn^.  It 
would  certainly  bc^  'lii^t&tTft^^ld'  grant 
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an  industry  which  has  flourished  without 
protection,  ttw  benefit  <^  a  protective  doty 
of  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  CtiSR. — ^These  people  have  been 
struggling.  ' 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  knew  ihem 
twenty  years '  ago,  when  they  were  in  a 
large  way  of  business  in  Little  Collins- 
street,  and  should  be  pleased,  knowing  that 
they  are  enterprisiog  pec^Ie,  to  give  them 
some  jffOtecticHi.  If  we  agree  to  a  duty 
of  15  per  cent,  against  impcvts  from  Great 
Britain,  and  20  per  cent,  on  imports  from 
the  rest  of  the  world,  they  should  be  satis- 
lied.  I  have  not  heard  one  argument  in 
^[^rt  of  the  Government  proposal,  and 
I  think  that  duties  of  so  cent,  and  15 
per  cent,  would  constitute  a  very  effective 
protectioa. 

Sir  WixxuK  Lna. — I  have  already 
agreed  to  accept  a  duty  of  so  per  cent,  all 
round. 

Mr.  FOWLER  (Perth)  [6.10].— This  is 
an  item  on  which  I  am  very  much  tempted 
to  vote  protection  for  the  Bme  being,  if  only 
to  enoonrage  some  of  tiie  great  protectionist 
newspapers  in  Australia  to  support  an  Aus- 
tralian industry.  The  witness  who  ap- 
peared befose  the  Commission  to  ask  for 
a  duty  on  type,  pcnnted  oat  that  tiiat  great 
protectionist  organ,  the  'Melbourne  Age, 
would  not  use  his  type,  and  I  take  it  that 
protectitHiists  in  this  House  are  tmder  an 
obligation  to  compel  such  a  representative 
protectionist  newspaper  to  observe  the  true 
principle  of  protection.  I  merely  mention 
this  for  their  information  and  education. 

Sir  John  Fc»best. — The  big  news- 
papers are  not  affected ;  they  use  luutvpes. 

Mr.  FOWLER.— They  also  use  some 
type.  For  the  sake  of  encouraging  a  local 
industry,  they  ought  to  be  {M-epared  to  sup- 
port sucli  a  duty  as  that  now  under  con- 
sideration ;  but  in  this,  as  in  other  cases,  we 
find  them  saying,  "  Protection  is  a  bad  thinfC 
for  the  other  man,  but  very  good  for  us." 

Sir  William  Lvi«. — I  take  up  a  very 
different  attitude. 

Mr.  FOWLER.— I  compliment  the  han- 
orable  member  on  the  thoroughness  of  his 
efforts  to  carr\'  into  effect  the  policv  of 
protection,  and  I  can  only  regret  that  there 
are  among  protectionists  so  many  striking 
instances  to  the  contrary.  My  own  view 
is  that  this  duty  will  .undoubtedly  fall  on 
those  who  caa  ill-afford  to  bear  it — the  pro- 
prieton  of  struggling  country  rtewspapers, 
^V>— although  I  may  say  in  passing  I  am 


not  a  r^Hesentative  of  a  ooontry  constt- 
tuency — I  think  are  entitled  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [6.12].— 
As  the  hcHiorable  member  for  Swan  has 
said,  Wimble  and  Company  are  a  very 
old  firm.  Mr.  Wimble  bought  out  a  man 
named  Thitchener  in  Melbourne,  but,  beinf^ 
unable  to  carry  on  the  business,  he  went 
to  Sydney,  and  after  a  hard  struggle,  en- 
deaTOured  in  vain  to  induce  the  Ma^er 
Printers'  Association  to  buy  him  out.  If 
he  has  succeeded  to  a  certaao  extent  in  es- 
tablishing this  industry,  it  has  been  by 
dint  of  great  exertkn,  reason  (tf  his 
splendid  mental  capadty  and  as  the  resalt 
ik  the  assistance  of  others  in  monetary  and 
other  directions.  I  have  read  all  tfie  cir- 
culars that  have  been  sent  to  me  m  regard 
to  this  matter,  and  I  think  the  fairest  sug- 
gestion that  I  have  had  put  before  me  hv 
a  master'  pritrter  is  that  we  should  imocne 
this  dutv  in  respect  of  all  the  classes  of 
trpe  which  >lr.  Wimble  manufactures,  and 
allow  other  classes  to  come  in  at  a  reduced 
rate.  AH  the  printers  to  whom  I  have 
spcAcen  have  referred  in  complimentary 
terms  to  the  type  mafde  by  the  Australian 
foundry,  and  I  am  sure  that  no  master 
printer  will  indorse  what  were  perhaps  the 
unkind  remarks  uttered  by  the  honoraUe 
member  for  Coolgardie. 

Mr.  Mahon- — I  deny  absolutely  that  I 
said  anvthing  unkind. 

Mr.  MALONEY,— The  honorable  mem- 
ber uttered  remarks  that  were  as  unkind  as 
a  bitter  tongue  could  make  them. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
(6.141.  —  Four  independent  fEentleoten 
selected  by  the  Prime  Minbter  of  Austra- 
lia to  invKtigate  the  condition  of  Ais  in- 
dustry, as  well  as  that  of  others,  have  re- 
commended the  imposition  of  a  duty  of 
10  per  cent. 

Mr.  WATSorL — ^And  four  other  equally 
independoit  gentlemen  have  reccKnmended 
a  dutv  of  25  per  oent. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.- Those  gentle- 
men, being  in  favour  of  high  protective 
duties,  recommended  the  dutv  which  the 
honorable  member  for  South  Svdney  has 
mentioned.  Rut  it  must  he  borne  in  mind  that 
all  the  members  of  the  Tariff  Commission 
were  equally  conscientious  in  their  exami- 
nation of  the  evidence.  There  was  an  un- 
derstanding amongst  the  protectionist  man- 
bers  of  the  Commission  whfti  thev  set  out 
on  their  inquiries  that  AustralumJt^ustries 
were  to  receive  higher  protetilOQli^lBid  be- 
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cause  13S.  that  Uwy  EeoomeDded  the  im- 
podtion  of  a  higher  dutf  ca  nearly  ereiy' 
thine  that  was  broug^  undei  thrir  notice 
The  fiee-traders  an  the  CoaHmflsion»  Icnow- 
ing  that  this  industr]!  had  been  carried  on 
in  New  Scwth  Wales  withmt  any  piotec- 
ttQQ»  and  was  ik  a  flourishing  condibon,  de- 
termined, that  the  duty  ought  not  to>  be  took 
dian  Ko  per  cent.  The  hoDorable  member 
for  Vestix  has  stated  that  the  Age  news- 
paper^ which  is  a  prntectionist  orgaB>  will 
vc/L  use  the  type  manufactured  \yt  this  fim. 

Mn  FovLER. — 1  do  net  thiiik  the  A^e 
prc^rietoEfr  «ill  «se  thu  iafca  eitfaes. 

Mr.  HENRY  WIIXIS — la  cc^a^ 
tinctifln,  I  may  point  cwt  that  sudi  tree- 
trade  organs'  as  the  Sydtuy  Moming 
Htr^d  aad  the  Town,  emd  Country  Jfounul 
do  use  the  type  manufactured  tbda  firm. 
Thev  say  that  it  is  eioellent  type  >  qulfee  as 
gpod  as.  any  they  could  elsewhere  for 
their  partinilac  puxpose.  This  goes  to- 
show  that  free-tiadexs  se  net  against  the 
establisbHent  of  local  industries.  The 
reason  why  the  peoprietors  of  the  news- 
papers referred  to  do  not  use  more  of  the 
Australian  type  is  because  of  the  eacessinre 
charge  made  iot  it  as  oittpaied  w&b  the 
price  of  the  inuorted.  An  hGoocable 
foember  of  the  Committee,  who  lepcesents 
the  "  Fourth  Estate/'  said  that  if  this 
firm  obtained  the  protection  of  the  pro- 
posed increased  duty^  they  would  not  pass- 
the  duty  cm  to  the  cmsumer. 

Mr.  Carb. — That  is  coaeet, 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS— While  the 
hcHiorable  member  might  not  paK  oa  this 
duty,  thinking  that  it  would  otA  be  right 
to  do  so,  the  honorable  membo-  for  South 
Svdoey  haa  stated  that  it  i&  piobaUe  t^»e 
win  lie  eOBpetitiaBi  in  the  indiatcyr  net 
we  canoot  ^leal:  for  those  who  later  on 
wilt  come  into  the  trzde.  We  canniA  be 
sure  that  they  will  not  pass  the  duty  on 
to  the  consumer. 

Mr.  Cars. — Surely  they  would  not  raise 
prices  to  catch  the  other  man's  trade? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILUS.~lt  is  about 
time  something  was  said  on  behalf  of  in- 
dntsiei  that  can  lire  without  protection, 
and  on  behalf  of  the  smalT  class  in  the 
oommunity  that  would  be  called  upm  to 
pay  the  whole  oi  this  tax.  It  would  cer- 
taialv  fall  on  the  poor  printer  in  Ae  coun- 
try who  wonid  be  onable  to  pass  it  on.  He 
could  net  increase  the  cost  of  his  publi- 
catim,  or  bia  charges  for  advertisements, 
because  of  the  lEcen-  eompeCilion  of  the 
dtr  press*  In  jostice,  therefore,  to  a  sec- 
tioo  •€  the  comanu^  who  hare  done  so 


much  for  the  whole  Cenmonwealtfa  in  dr- 
culating  their  publications,  very  often  at 
a  loss,  we  should  place  this  itesa  in  the 
position  which  it  occupied  in  the  old 
Tariff,  and  that  is  upon  the  free  list.  We 
know  that  the  industry  now  existing  would 
not,  in  consequence,  be  crushed,  because  it 
grew  and  prospered  under  free-^xade. 

Mr.  Watsgn. — It  has  not  prospered. 
One  company  failed  some  little  time 
aad  another  fim  is  talking  up  the  luskiess 
to  try  what  they  can  do  wHh  it. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  gathered 
fnm  what  the  hcmorable  member  for  South 
Sydney  said  that  there  is  capital  available 
f<w  investment  in  the  industry. 

Mr.  Watson.— T  do  not  know  tbat. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  undentand 
that  even  after  investigation  of  the  position 
of  a  mismanaged  concern,  capital  can  be 
found  for  investniait  in.  this  iadastry  on 
a  free-trade  basis.  Why  then  should  we 
penalise  the  small  country  printer  by  im- 
posing an  excessive  duty  upon  printers' 
type?  If  honorable  members  will  not 
agree  to  admit  type  free  of  duty,  thev 
should  not  impose  a  higher  duty  than  10 
per  cent.,  which  was  recommended  the 
free-trade  section  the  Tariff  Comnis- 
sicxi  and  if  they  must  impose  a  higher 
duty  than  that,  then  I  ask  Ihem  to.  treat 
the  small  section  of  the  <ximmunity  inter- 
ested in  this  item,  as  they  have  already  de- 
cided to  treat  the  large  section  to  whon> 
they  have  givea  in  respect  of  their  tools  of 
trade  a  dutv  of  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  WYNNE  (Balaclava)  [6.21].— As 
I  understand  that  other  honoiahle  mem- 
bers arc  willing  to  forego  dieir  right  to- 
speak,  in  order  tlut  we  may  have  a  dSvi- 
si(Mi  before  dinner,  I  am  willing  to  do  the 
same. 

Mr.  FowLEB. — I  wish  to  make  something 
in  the  nature  of  a  personal  expianation. 
The  honorable  member  for  RobertsOT  spoke 
under  a  misapprehension  in  saving  that  the 
free-trade  section  of  the  Tariff  CommisBnjn 
recommended  a  duty  of  ic  per  cent,  on 
type.  I  have  explained  time  and  again  how 
the  Government  have  seized  on  our  system 
of  clas«ficati(»i  and  applied  it,  as  they  have 
done  in  this  case,  incorrectly.  Our  finding 
on  this  subject  is  stated  at  page  36  of  our 
report,  as  follows — ' 

The  demasd  for  type  in  Austrmlia  is  tw 
limited  to  permH  et .  ita  manufactnre  on  the 
moat  approved  moi  economical  ^ftem.  S.  pro- 
tective dat*  woald,  tbcffefme;^  Dceomei  ■  tax 
which  woufd  fair  afilgti^eaifii^tiC^y^  and 
country  printen.  ^' 
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Mr.  Watson. — Ten  per  cent,  is  not  a 
protective  duty. 

Amendment  (Mr.  Mahon's)  negatived. 

if  r.  H  E  NRY  WILLI  S  (Robertson) 
[6.23]. — We  have  arrived  at  an  understand- 
ing to-day  that  tools  of  trade  shall  carry 
a  duty  of  not  more  than  15  per  cent.  I 
hope  honorable  members  will  regard  type  as 
a  tool  of  trade,  and  I  therefcve  move  as 
an  amendment — 

That  the  wordi  "  and  on  and  after  29th  No- 
vember, 1907,  ad  val.,  15  per  cent.,"  be  added. 

Amendmoit  negatived. 
Amendment  (by  Mr,  Mahon)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  a9th  No- 

vrmber,  1907,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  ao  per 
cent.,"  be  added. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Mahon)  put — 
That  the  wordt  "ad  val.  (United  Kingdom), 
15  per  cent.,"  be  added  to  the  item  as  amended. 

The  Committee  -divided. 
Ayes     ...         ...         ...  18 

Noes   a8 


Majority 


10 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards.  K. 
Fowlef,  J.  M. 
Fvsh,  Sir  Philip 
Liddell,  F. 
Uabon,  U. 
UcWiUiams,  W.  J. 

Carr,  E.  S. 
Catu,  J.  H. 
Chanter,  -J.  U. 

Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewiny.  T.  T. 
Kairtaim.  C. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  £. 
Harper,  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 

Kelly,  W.  H. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Livineston,  J. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Reid,  G.  H, 
Smith,  Bruce 
HMkcp,  W.  U. 

«.  McM. 
"olonel 
H. 
.  C. 


Ayes. 

Po}nton,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  Duf^ld 
Thomson.  John 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

TeHeri: 
JobosoD,  W.  E. 
Willis,  Henry 
Noes. 

Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 
McDougalf.  J.  K. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Sampson,  S. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson.  J.  C 
Webster  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Hutchison,  J. 

PAHS. 

Kingston,  C.  C. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Salmon.  C.  C. 
Page,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Knox,"  W. 
Mauger,  S. 
O'HaUey.  King 
FiaiCT,  C.  E. 
Fisher,  A. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  n^ative. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr,  WvNNE. — I  wish  to  make  a  per- 
sonal ezpianation.  I  am  perscKiallv  in 
favour  of  duties  of  20  and  r  5  per  cent,  on 
this  item,  but  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the 
Tariff  said  that  he  was  under  the  impres- 
sion that  an  arrangement  was  made  that 
20  per  cent,  should  be  agreed  to,  and  I 
voted  as  I  did,  in  (u-der  to  carry  out  the 
arrangement  which  the  hcxwrabie  goitle- 
man  thought  was  made. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  also  wish  to  make 
a  perscmal  explanation.  I  desire  to  say 
that,  on  the  understanding  that  the  vote 
was  to  be  f«  duties  of  ao  uid.15  per  cent., 
we  agreed  to  forego  division  on  the  other 
amendment  If  tiie  Minister  has  been 
mistaken,  so  have  we. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — I  have  to  say, 
by  way  of  perscmal  explanation,  because  I 
think  tlie  honorable  member  for  -Parra* 
matta  can  only  refer  to  me  

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Not  at  all- 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— Then  I  will  say  no 
mcxe. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  have  a  personal 
explanation  to  t^er.  I  wish  to  say  that  I 
was  decidedly  in  favour  of  this  duty  beinf? 
fixed  at  so  and  15  per  cent,  but,  as 
Treasurer  considered  that  there  was  some 
understanding  that  those  with  whom  I  am 
acting  would  vote  for  the  20  per  cent,  duty 
all  round,  I  felt  compelled  to  vote  with  the 
Government  rather  than  carry  out  what  I 
should  like  to  have  seen  done. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Sitting  suspended  from  6.32  to  p.m. 

Postponed  item  176.  Screws,  n.e.i. ;  inclnd- 
ing  Screws  with  nuts  not  being  botts  and  nuts; 
Sash  Screws  and  attachments;  Engineers*  Set 
Screws;  Music  Stool  and  Table;  Roofing,  and 
Spiral  Screws  (General  Tariff),  5  per  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  free. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [7.45]. — I  move- 
That  the  words  "And  <m  and  after  agtb  No- 
vember. 1907 — 

A.  Screws  with  nuts,  engineers'  set  screws, 
brake  and  plough  screws,  music  stool,  table, 
roofing  and  spiral  screws,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff),  25  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  ao  per 
cent. 

B.  Screws  for  wood,  per  cwt..  ad  val.  (General 
T.iriff).  5s.  6d. ;   (United  Kingdom),  5s. 

c.  Screws,  n.e.i..  including  sash  acrews  and 
attachments,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  5  per 
cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  free,"  be  added. 

I  am  proposing  new  paragraph  a  because 
it  is  in  acccwd  with  what  seems  to  be  the 
dedsion  of  the  Cdamuttae^in  aUi^heae 
items.    I  do  not^iiff'lb^^c^^guties 
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of  30  per  cent,  and  25  per  ooit,  and  then, 
tfter  a  long  debate,  have  to  come  down  to 
duties  of  25  per  cent,  and  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[7.46]. — The  Minister  has  not  told  us  why 
he  has  changed  his  mind,  and  raised  the 
pn^jpsed  5  per  con.  and  free  to  25  per 
cent,  and  ao  per  cent  respectively. 

Sir  WnxxAK  Ltne. — I  have  not. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  iton  as  it 
stands  now  in  the  Tariff  is,  "  Screws  n.e.i. 
including  screws  with  nuts,  Sec  (General 
Tariff)  5  per  cent. ;  (United  Kongdom) 
free." 

Sir  WsLUAU  Lyhe. — I  am  moving  to 
add  what  I  have  read  to  the  end  of  the 
item  as  it  stands,  because,  if  we  were  to 
strike  out  the  item,  we  should  have  to  pass 
the  amendment  in  substitution  of  it,  or 
else  the  Department  could  not  collect  the 
duties  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  Minister 
is  ^/tapaang  to  increase  the  duties.  He 
prqnses  to  add  words  similar  to  those  in 
the  item,  but  with  the  articles  enumerated 
in  mOTe  detail,  and  to  increase  the  duties 
up  to  25  per  cent,  and  20  per  cent 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — It  is  a  re-distri- 
bution and  re-arrangement. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  amend- 
ment includes  all  the  articles  in  item  176, 
and  a  few  otbeiB  of  a  similar  natux&  The 
Blinister,  as  an  intelligent  man,  should 
give  some  ^lanation  to  an  intelligent 
Committee  for  increasing  the  rates.  He 
may  be  able  to  make  out  a  strong  case,  but 
he  has  made  out  no  case  at  alt  yet. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [7.50]. — ^What  I  propose  is  a  re- 
distribution  of  the  articles.  Screws  n.e.i. 
come  undn  the  5  per  cent  rate  and  free, 
and  are  not  raised  to  the  25  per  cent 
rate,  as  the  honorable  member  for  Robert- 
son suggests.  The  articles  were  not  clearly 
defined  in  "the  item  as  it  stood  in  the  Tariff. 
There  is  no  intenticHi  in  my  jx^oposal  to  in- 
terfere with  the  principle  of  what  we  have 
done  before.  The  re-distribution  and  re- 
arrangement has  been  made  departmentally. 
Screws  with  nuts,  engineers'  set  screws, 
music-stool  and  table,  roofing  and  spiral 
screws,  should  not  have  appeared  gene- 
rally in  the  item  as  they  did  ori^naliy. 
I  propose  to  make  those,'  and  also  t»raitt 
and  plough  screws,  subject  to  duties  of 
25  per  cent,  and  20  per  cent,  respectively. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[7.53]. — It  strikes  me  that  this  is  an  at- 


tempt to  put  the  screw  on.  We  are  en- 
titled to  know  from  the  Minister  the 
reason  for  his  entire  change  of  front. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — It  is  not  a  change 
of  front ;  it  is  a  redistribution  with  pro- 
per wording. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  is  a  change 
fnxn  5  per  cent  to  25  per  cent. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — On  some  articles. 

Mr,  JOSEPH  COOK.— Of  course,  tliat 
is  a  matter  of  no  consequence  to  the  lion- 
orable  member  1  Only  one  of  the  articles 
in  item  176  is  omitted  from  his  new  25 
per  cent,  list 

Sir  WiLUAU  Lyne. — I  have  retained 
"  screws,  ne.i.,"  on  the  5  per  cent,  and 
free  list. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Treasurer 
has  omitted  one  article,  and  included  two 
fresh  ones  in  the  25  per  cent,  list  Why 
has  this  been  done? 

Sir  WiLUAU  Lyne. — It  has  been  d«ie 
by  the  Department  absolutely  for  depart- 
mental reasons,  in  amnexicHi  with  the  sub- 
division of  the  item. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  has  it 
oome.to  this:  that  the  Department  im- 
poses these  duties? 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne. — Na  I  get  mv  in- 
formation as  to  the  best  arrangement  from 
the  Department. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Hang  the  ar- 
rangement I  I  have  no  quarrel  with  that 
I  am  speaking  of  the  increase  (rf  the  rates 
of  duty  from  5  per  cent,  to  25  per  cent. 
The  Treasurer  can  re-arrange  as  much  as 
he  likes,  so  long  as  be  does  not  increase 
the  rates  in  this  way. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Let  us  take  a  vote  on  it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK-.— I  am  sure  the 
honorable  member  will  give  an  intelligent 
vote,  because  he  knows  as  much  about  it 
as  I  do — and  that  is  nothing.  Scwne  hon- 
orable members  would  vote  for  anything 
under  the  sun,  so  long  as  it  meant  an  in- 
crease of  duty. 

Sir  WiLLLVM  LvNE. — The  items  are  to  be 
re-arranged,  because  it  was  a  mistake  to 
put  them  as  they  were  in  the  original 
item. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  depart- 
mental arrangements,  in  cvder  to  facilitate 
the  handling  and  controlling  of  these  mat- 
ters, have  nothing  to  do  with  the  rates 
of  duty.  I  suppose  that,  under  the  item 
as  it  stood  in  the  Tariff,  the  majority  of 
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Mr.  Batcuelor. — Tbey  are  all  parts  of 

those  nachines  and  en^nes  apon  irtiidi  we 
put  duties  of  25  per  cent,  and  20  per  cenL 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Is  a  attsio«tool 
^ew  a  part  of  miniag  nachinery  f 

Sir  WiLLiAK  Lyne. — It  is  part  of  the 
music  stool 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  <}Hite 
aware  of  that.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear 
an  explanation  from  the  Minister^  but  I 
shall  c^ainty  resist  the  attempt  to  increase 
duties  in  this  way  without  a  wwd  of  ex- 
planatioi  or  waniiiw  to  the  Committee. 
The  Treasurer  should,  "before  re-dassify- 
ing' articles  in  this  way  in  paragraphs,  and 
subjecting  some  of  them  to  fixed  and  others 
to  ad  valorem  duties,  intimate  his  intention 
to  the  Committee,  and  not  spring  it  upon 
lis  in  this  way.  Why  are  "screws  few- 
wood  "  to  be  siAjected  to  fixed  duties  of 
5s.  fid.  and  5s.  per  cwt.,  instead  of  5  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  and  tree,  as  the  Treasarer 
proposed  when  he  submitted  the  Tariff? 

Sir  WxLUAH  LvHE. — Th^  ue  all  made 
here. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  OOOK.  —  On  none 
of  these  articles  was  there  any  duty  in  the 
old  Tariff. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — That  was  a  great 
coistake.  It  closed  up  an  industn*  here. 
Thev  have  started  again  now. 

M'r.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Why,  if  the 
JionoraLIe  gentleman  knew  of  all  these 
ical^Mnitous  ocxrurreno^s,  did  he  put  these 
articles  on  the  free  Hst  when  framii^  hts 
Tariff?  Have  tihey  only  laitely  come  to 
his  cogiuzance?  He  says  the  want  of  duty 
has  dosed  up  an  industry.  Apparently,  he 
has  only  just  discovered  it,  because,  a  few 
weeks  ago,  he  put  the  articles  on  the  free 
list.  Now,  perforce,  they  must  be  sub- 
jected to  fixed  duties  of  5s.  fid.  and  53. 
per  cwt.  How  do  those  rates  work  out 
ad  vahrem  f  I  have  no  idea  as  to  what 
the  incidence  of  this  new  taxation  is.  I 
do  not  know  the  value  of  the  screws  for 
wood,  and,  unless  the  fixed  rate  can  be 
taken  out  for  us  valoum,  how  are  we 
to  know  what  duty  we  are  votinof  ?  The  "  5s. 
fid.  per  cwt'*  is  so  much  Dutch  to  us.  If, 
as  the  lionorable  member  for  Boothby  says^ 
music-stool  screws  are  related  to  mining 
machinery.  T  should  like  to  know  why  they 
have  not  been  placed  in  the  same  category 
as  to  the  rates  of  duty?  Mining  ma- 
chinery bears  a  duty  of  20  per  centj  and 
Tet  the  Treasurer  proposes  to  make  screws 
-^-r  an  impoA  of  25  per  cent. 

WiLLiAU  Ltne. — dutv  of  58.  fid. 
t.  means  a  little  over  s  per  cent. 


Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.  —  Then  v  nM 
XBUch  to  cavil  M  in  m  doty  like  that,  and, 
therefore,  the  durage  beoomes  the  moie 
mysterkms. 

Sir  WiLLDui  Ltne.— It  was  made  for 
toter  ciassificaticxi. 

•Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— Then  leaw  Ae 
classification  as  it  is,  and  reduce  the  rates 
of  duty ;  we  <lo  not  qoaTrel  with  the  clas^- 
fication,  but  with  the  duties.  Somehow  <x 
other  the  classifications  of  the  Treasurer 
alwavs  mean  an  increase  in  duties.  And 
I  submit  that  this  is  a.  most  surreptitioas 
way  of  endeavouring  to  get  higher  duties 
passed.  It  is  most  unfair  that  we  should 
not  be  given  notice  of  the  Treasurer's  in- 
tentions ;  and  I  do  not  see  why  these 
amendments  should  not  have  h&m  cir- 
culated this  morning,  so  that  honwable 
members  might  Iiave  an  opportunity  to  com- 
pare the  amendments  with  the  items  in  the 
Tariff.     I  move — 

That  the  amcDdmeat  be  amended  by  teavrng 
om  the  figures  "  25,"  paragraph  a,  with  a  view 
tc*  imen  ia  lieu  fliwof  the  figure  *'  5." 

^Ir.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [8.5].— I 
think  that  the  re-arrangement  proposed  by 
the  Treasurer  is  an  improvement.  The  duty 
on  some  of  those  screws  certainly  ought  tiot 
to  be  5  pfl-  cent,  and  free.  For  instance, 
I  have  in  my  hand  a  brake  screw,  and  this 
and  nearly  all  the  screws  mentioned  bv  the 
Treasurer  are  square-threaded  screws  mkde 
on  lathes.  There  is  no  reason  in  Ae 
world  why  these  screws  should  be  admitted 
free,  because  most  of  them  are  parts  of 
the  machines  and  engines  which  are  to  be 
admitted  on  duties  of  25  per  cent,  and  20 
per  cent  There  is  no  difference  between 
a  music-stool  screw,  a  table  screw,  or  a 
brake  screw,  and  the  c«her  screws  men- 
tioned, so  far  as  the  mechanism  is  con- 
cerned ;  and  all  of  them  a^ht  to  be  made 
here,  as  most  of  them  are.  Their  manu- 
facttne  gives  considerable  emplovsoent ;  and 
I  do  not  think  that,  in  any  case,  many  of 
the  larger  screws  would  be  brought  ia  fin- 
ished. It  is  certainly  ridiculous  to  put 
them  in  the  same  category  as,  for  instance, 
carpenters'  screws,  whidi  are  not  made 
here.  Engineers'  set  screws  are  not  square 
threaded,  and  reallv  take  the  form  of  a 
"bolt  without  a  nut.  These  are  made  here ; 
but  if  they  were  free  of  dutv,  they  would 
probably  be  imported  ready-made.  Almost 
all  machines  contain  engineers'  set  screws, 
which  are  generally  made  from  steel.  In 
my  opinion,  duties  of  25  per  cent,  and  20 
pet  cent.,  as  in  the  case-^-of  ma^nery, 
would  be  fair.    Nboibntf  >wiU^^^§iw  say 
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that  such  screws  cannot  be  made  bere^  at 
are  not  made  hcie ;  and  it  is  best,  in  cmfer 
to  make  the  Tariff  harmonious,  that  the 
parts  should  bear  the  same  duty  as  the 
finished  artide. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS*  (Robertson) 
[8.9]. — If  these  screws  are,  and  have  beoi, 
entirely  made  here  in  the  past,  it  is  evident 
that  the  industry  is  on  a  sound  footing, 
and  does  not  require  any  fostering. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — I  did  not  say  that  the 
screws  are  entirely  made  here. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  honorable 
member  indicated  that  the  metal  was  im- 
ported, and  thea  turned  into  screws  in 
Austialia. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — I  said  nothii^  about 
the  metal  romii^  here. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— That  was  what 
I  understood  the  honorable  member  to  indi- 
cate ;  and,  if  it  be  the  case,  the  industry  is, 
as  I  say.  already  established  on  the  basis 
of  the'  old  Tariff.  The  Comptroller- 
General  has  had  thirty  or  forty  Tears*  ex- 
perience of  snch  matters,  and  his  sugges- 
tioa  was  that  the  dutv  should  be  5  per 
coit.  and  free.  Tt  would  appear  as  though 
the  honorable  member  for  Boothbv  has  had 
a  word  with  the  Minister,  and  that,  as  a 
result,  we  have  the  proposal  to  increase  the 
doty.  The  tmly  difference  between  the 
last  list  and  the  present  wie  is,  that  screws 
for  wood  have  been  made  subject  to  a  duty 
equal  to  about  5  per  cent.  As  I  said, 
the  original  schedule  was  not  prepared  by 
the  Minister,  but  by  the  Comptroller  of 
CtBtonsL 

Sir  William  Lynk.— And  he  also  pre- 
pared the  schedule,  which  I  am  now  pro- 
posing. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.  —  Yes,  but  the 
ComptFol  ler-General  did  not  alter  the  sche- 
dttle  until  the  Mimster  made  the  suggesr 
tno. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  never  spoke  to 
him  about  it. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS— In  that  case, 
I  sav  no  more. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North  Syd- 
ney) [8.12]. — There  is  much  reason  in  the 
piDtest  of  the  honorable  member  for  Par- 
ramatta  against  proposals  of  this  nature 
bdng  suddenly  sprung  on  the  Committee, 
and  honorable  mmbers  bring  thus  deprived 
of  anv  opportunity  to  test  km  reasons  given 
for  the  alteration. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  can  assure  the 
honorable  member  that  I  never  had  any 


conversation  with  Dr.  WoUasti»  at  all 
about  the  matter.  He  stdxnitted  this  item 
for  the  reasons  I  gave. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  That 
makes  it  alt  the  worse,  because  it  shows 
that  even  the  Treasurer  himself  has  not 
had  time  to  test  the  possible  effects  of  the 
alteration. 

Sir  William  Ltnb. — I  depend  on  my 
officers  in  matters  of  detail. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  But 
Parliament  cannot  depend  on  the  honorable 
gentleman's  officers  in  the  matter  of  fixing 
duties. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  sufficient 
confidence  in  Dr.  Wollaston  to  know  that 
he  win  do  the  right  thing. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  Quite 
so;  but  I  am  sure  the  Minister  would  not 
allow  Dr.  Wollaston  to  prepare  a  Tariff — 
a  matter  in  which  both  the  Government  and 
honorable  members  generally  claim  to  have 
a  sav.  I  suggest  that  notice  should  be 
given  of  all  such  amendments. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Ltne.  —  I   have  other 
amendments. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  Then  . 
notice  ought  to  be  given  so  that  we  may 
ascertain  their  possible  effect,  not  only  on 
the  industry  immediately  ccHicerned,  but  00 
other  industries.  No  such  opportunity  is 
presented;  and  I  shall  support  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta.  The  Treasurer  has  stated  that 
the  duty  on  screws  for  wood  means  about 
5  per  cent.  If  so,  why  separate  these  screws 
from  screws  n.e.i.  Those  screws  for  wood 
would  have  to  cost  about  j£ioo  a  ton.  ac- 
cording to  the  percentage  which  the  Trea- 
surer states. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  spoke  oa  infor- 
mation from  the  Department 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If  the 
percentage  be  such,  why  form  another 
division  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  is  desired  by 
the  Department. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Oh,  the 
Depa  r  tment  

Sir  William  Lyne. — We  must  pay  at- 
tention to  the  recommendatiOTs  of  the  De- 
partment. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  refuse 
to  pay  attention  to  recommendatirxis  of  the 
Department  in  determining  the  duties  to 
be  levied.  If  these  fixed  duties  are  equiva- 
lent to  5  or  6  per  cent.,  why  not  include  the 
articles  enumerated  in  paragraph  ^C™der 
"  screws  n.e.i."  in  paragraph  €?  ' 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.15]. — Because  cmi  the  smaller 
screws  the  specific  duty  is  less  than 
the  ad  valorem  rate.  At  first,  it  seemed  to 
me  that  there  must  be  some  an(»naly  in 
the  raiies  fixed  under  this  item.  But  I 
find  that  the  differoMX  between  the  duties' 
levied  upon  nai^la  and  screws  is  explained 
by  the  fact  that  under  the  previous  ar- 
rangement 20  per  c«it.  would  have  been 
levied  upon  nails,  whereas  in  reference  to 
screws  we  proposed  5  per  cent.,  and  free. 

Question — That  the  figures  "25"  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out   stand  part  of  the 
proposed  amendment  (Mr.  Joseph  Cook's 
amendment  of  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne's  amend- 
ment)— put.    The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes      ...  ...  ...  31 

Noes  ...  ...  17 


Majority 


14 


Aycs. 


Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Carr.  E.  S. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Beakia,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Kairbaira,  ,G> 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foster,  F.  J. 
FrMcr,  C.  E. 
(iroom,  L.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Hutcbinn,  J. 
Kdox.  W. 


Bowden.  E.  E. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Brown,  Tiiley 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  R. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Tohnson,  W.  E. 
ttddell.  F. 
LiTiogston,  }. 


Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloncy,  W.  R.  N. 


Mathews,  J. 
"  Ligali;  J. 


K. 


McDou 
Page.  f. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Sampson,  S. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  r,  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers: 
CatU.  J  H. 
Cook,  Hume 


Noes. 

Mahon,  H. 
Palmer,  A.  C- 
Poynton,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Willis,  Henrv. 

Tellers: 
Atkinson,  L. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 

Puss. 

Kelly,  W.  H. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Reid.  G.  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Fowler,  I.  M. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Fysh.  Sir  Philip 
Archer,  E.  W. 


Kingston,  C.  C. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
O'Malley,  King 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Mauger,  S. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 

QuesticKi  so  resolved  in  the  aflSrmative. 

Amendment  of  the  amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[8.20]. — I  desire  to  move  that  the  duty  in 
paragraph  a  be  15  per  cent. 


The  CHAIRMAN.—  I  would  point  out 
that  the  Committee  has  just  affirmed  that 
the  rate  of  25  per  cent,  shall  be  retained. 
The  item  was  a  new  cme,  8Ul»nitted  by  the 
Treasurer,  and  it  was  necessary  for  the 
h(Miorable  member  to  move  the  (xnissioa  of 
the  figures  "25."  Consequently  the  ques^ 
tion  was  put  in  the  form  "  that  the  figures 
proposed  to  be*  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  questicm." 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— But  we  might 
have  placed  the  figures  before  the  words 
' '  ad  valorem. ' ' 

The  CHAIRMAN.—I  would  point  out 
to  the  honorable  member  that  I  can  only 
do  as  I  am  directed  by  the  members  of 
the  Committee. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  merely  sub- 
mitted the  amendment,  and  left  it  to  the 
Chairman  to  shape  it. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook) 
negatived — 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  leaving 
out  the  liijnires  "20,"  paragraph  A,  with  a  view 
to  insert  in  lieu  tbereof  the  figures  "  15." 

Amendment    (Sir    William  Lyne's) 

agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Postponed  item  177.  Mining  Engines  and 
Machinery,  n.e.i.,  ad  val.  (Getieral  Tariff^  35 
per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  2$  per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.28]. — 1  move — 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  agtll  No- 
vember, 1907 — 

Item  177.  (a)  Earth  and  Rock  Boring,  Cut- 
ting, Dredging,  and  Excavating  Ma- 
chinery ; 

(B)  Ore  Dressing  Machinery  and  Appliances* 

n.e.i.,  and  Aixesiones; 
(c)  Smelting,    Leaching,  and  lIetal>Refin> 
ing  Appliancet) 
ad  val.  {General  Tariff),  30  per  cent.;  (U^ted 
Kingdom),  35  per  cent,"  be  added. 

Mr.  WATKINS  (Newcastle)  [8,29].— 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  words  "rock 
boring"  will  cover  all  the  machines  that 

should  be  included  in  this  item.  I  would 
suggest  the  omission  of  the  word  "bor- 
ing "  with  a  view  to. the  insertion  of  a  new 
paragraph  which  will  include  mining  ma- 
chines which  are  not  made  in  the  Com- 
miMiwealth,  and  which  are  not  likely  to  be 
manufactured  here  fat  many  years.  I 
think  that  a  new  paragraph  might  be 
added  to  read — 

"  (D)  Rotary  and  Percussive  Rock  Drills, 
Coal  Cutting  Machines,  and  Diammd 
Drillii^  Uacbinei." 


I  move — 

That  tbe  amendment  be  agidkdeikbyliiwri 
It  the  word  "borftiil^tiby^TOOg^lC 


out 


kving 
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I  move  this  amendment  with  a  view  to 
afterwards  moving  the  addition  of  the  new 
paragraph  I  have  indicated. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [8.33].— 
I  have  no  objection  to  a  straightforward 
consideration  of  the  item  as  it  affects  rock- 
boring  drills ;  but  I  do  DOt  see  that  there 
is  anything  to  be  gained  by  the  pr<^)06ed 
alteration.  I  do  not  know  whjr  these  kinds 
of  machinery  should  be  dissociated. 

Mr.  Watkins. — We  must  dissociate 
them  to  make  rock  drills  dutiable  at  10 
per  cent,  and  5  per  cent. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  think  that  the 
grouping  proposed  by  the  Government 
should  be  allowed  to  stand,  on  the  rates 
being  reduced  from  30  per  cent,  to  25  per 
cent,  on  the  general  Tariff,  and  from  25 
per  cent,  to  20  per  cent,  on  the  Tariff 
against  importations  from  the  United 
Kingdom.  Before  any  change,  such  as  is 
proposed  is  agreed  to,  reasons  should  be 
submitted  to  the  Chamber  in  support  of 
it. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — All  other  tools  are 

dutiable  at  15  per  cent. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— We  are  now  deal- 
ing with  machinery  of  a  very  ccxnplicated 
character,  rather  than  with  tools. 

Mr.  Watkins.— Is  rock-boring  ma- 
diinery  made  in  Australia? 

Mr.  S  PENCE. — Or  coal-cutting  ma- 
chinery ? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  know  nothing 
about  coal-cutting  machinery,  and  I  am  not 
going  to  offer  oppositicm  to  any  proposed 
modificati<Hi  of  the  Tariff  in  regard  to  such 
machinery;  but  I  do  not  think  that  rock 
(hills  and  cc^l-cutting  madiines  ^ould  be 
put  together.  There  aie  many  types  of 
rock  ixilU  at  present  used  in  Australia 
which  not  ooly  are  of  local  manufacture, 
but  owe  their  usefulness  largely  to  their 
improvement  and  devel(^ment  by  Aus- 
tralians. A  Victorian  engineer,  Mr.  Tay- 
lor-Horsfield,  and  a  South  Australian  min- 
ing manager,  Captain  Hancxxk,  of  Moonta, 
have  designed  rock  drills  which  are  a  con- 
siderable improvement  up<Hi  those  origin- 
ally imported.  These  drills  have  acquired 
popularity  in  all  the  States,  where  they  are 
iargeiy  used  in  assisting  mining  operations. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Are  they  electrical 
drills? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— They  may  be 
driven  by  compressed  air  or  by  steam 
power,  but  they  cannot  be  driven  by  elec- 
trical power. 


Mr.  TiLLET  Brown. — ^Are  they  used  in 
Western  Australia? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Yes.  Rock  drills 
which  do  useful  work  have  also  been  in- 
vented and  manufactured  in  Queensland. 
Mr.  Jas.  F.  PearscHi,  who  gave  evidence 
before  the  Tariff  Ccxnmission  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  Walkers  Limited,  Mary- 
borough, Queensland,  said — page  2204, 
questicMi  92351 — 

I  should  like  to  point  out  that  I  have  for 
years  made  rock  drills  far  cheaper  than  the 
American  article.  I  have  made  them  by  the 
gross  for  use  in  Broken  Hill,  and  it  is  only  the 
hostility  exhibited  towards  Australian-made  ar- 
ticles tnat  is  in  the  way.  If  we  had  the  market 
to  ouiselves  we  should  introduce  new  machines 
and  new  gauges,  so  that  every  part  we  manu- 
factured would  be  interchangeable. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — How  many  rock 
drills  are  used  in  Australia? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  do  not  know 
how  many  ai^  used  in  a  year,  but  3,000 
Taylor- Hwsfield  rock  drills  have  been 
made  in  Victoria,  and  since  the  Tariff 
came  into  operation  no  fewer  than  thirty  or 
forty  of  these  drills  have  been  placed  in 
the  mines  at  Broken  Hill,  which  shows  that 
thev  are  useful  for  the  purposes  for  which 
drills  are  required.  A  catalogue  issued  by 
the  makers  mentions  that  the  drills  have 
been  used,  not  only  in  the  Bendigo  dis- 
trict, but  at  Zeehan,  Tasmania,  a  certifi- 
cate in  their  favour  having  been  given  by 
Mr.  C.  F.  Heathcote,  A.M.I.C.E.,  gen- 
eral mining  manager  of  the  W^tem  Silver 
Mines  Company,  there;  at  Paeroa,  in  New 
Zealand ;  at  the  Nil  Desperandum  Gold 
Mine,  Forbes,  New  South  Wales ;  at  tUe 
Gibraltar  Consolidated  Gold  Mines  at 
Shepardstown,  New  South  Wales ;  at  the 
Hillgiove  gold-field ;  by  the  New  Hill- 
grove  Proprietary  Mine  Limited ;  and  at 
the  Menzies  Consolidated  Mine,  Western 
Australia.  The  manager  of  the  last-named 
mine,  in  a  letter  dated  13th  Decembn, 
1902,  wrote — 

I  have  been  using  the  Taylor-Horsfield  im- 
proved national  rock  drills  for  the  past  two  and 
a  half  years  6n  the  Mensies  Consolidated  G. 
M.,  and  have  pleasure  in  recommending  them 
for  durability  and  efficiency,  also  economy  in 
air  consumptioQ.  I  have  been  working  rock 
drills  of  all  makes  in  the  various  States  for  the 
last  twenty  years,  and  have  no  heut%tion  in 
stating  that  the  Taylor-Horsfield  drills  have 
proved  superior  to  all  others  I  have  used. 

I  also  find  a  certificate  by  Mr.  M.  Fur- 
guson,  general  manager  of  Queensland 
Menzies  Gold  Mining  C<Mnpany ;  a  certifi- 
cate by  Mr.  William  Treloar,  mining  man- 
ager of  the  Princess  Royal  Gold  Mining 
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Company t  Norseman,  Western  Australia; 
a  certificate  by  Mr.  Ciiarles  I.  Smith* 
mine  manager  of  Charters  Tewers;  a  cer- 
tificate by  Mr.  T.  Hooper,  manager,  of 
Charters  Towers;  a  certificate  by  Mr. 
^^athew  Caine,  of  Burbanks  Birthday  Gift 
Gold  Mine  Limited — in  New  South  Wales, 
I  think. 

Mr.  Hedges. — No^,  in  Coolgardie.  It 
is  practically  shut  up,  though. 
Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— That*  is  not  the 

faolt  of  the  rock  drill.  I  also  find  a  cer- 
tificate by  Mr.  W.  W.  Johns,  manager  of 
the  Brown  Hill  Extended  Limited  of  Kal- 
goorlie,  which  is  in  the  honorable  member's 
etectorate. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Yes;  and  when  roy  hon- 
orable friend  has  finished  reading  the  list, 
I  will  tell  him  that  not  one  of  those  itrills 
is  working  in  Western  Australia  now. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Let  us  hear  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Johns  of  the  Browo  Hill 
Extended,  Kalgoorlie.  Writing  on  the  24th 
December,  1902,  he  says — 

I   hftve   great   plcMuie  io   statmf   that  the 

Taylor-Horsfield  ImproT«d  National  Rock  Drill 
has  been  in  use  in  this  mine  for  the  past  three 
years,  and  has  grren  every  latisf action. 

In  a  certificate,  dated  January,  1903,  Mr. 
W.  J.  Loring,  manager  of  the  Sons  of 
Gwalia  Limited,  of  Le<Hiora,  Western  Aus- 
tralia, says — 

I  may  state  that  we  have  been  using  two 
Taytor-HonfieiB  New  Type  Improred  National 
Rock  Drills  for  some  time  past  I  take  great 
pleasnie  in  stating  that  Uwy  have  given  entire 
satisiactioa. 

Here  is  a  certificate  by  Mr.  Cldand»  gen- 
eral manager  aS.  the  Bailey's  Gold  Mine 
Limited,  Coolgardie. 

Mr.  Hedges. — That  is  shut  up,  too.  It 
seems  to  shut  up  all  the  mines. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— This  is  not  a  mat- 
ter for  joking.  I  suppose  that  the  mines 
are  ^ut  up  because  the  gold  has  run  out. 
Mr.  Cleland  says — 

For  rather  more  than  two  years  we  have  been 
u^tng  the  No.  2  TayIor-Hor»fiel<i  Improved 
Xational  Rock  Drills  in  shaft  sinking,  driving, 
and  mining  generally  en  this  property.  . 
For  boring  solid  quartz,  I  find  the  machine 
particolarly  effective.  The  four  machines  now 
m  use  have  given  us  great  satisfaction  during 
the  past  two  years,  and  are  alw»ya  in  demand 
by  our  contract  miners. 

In  another  case,  a  man  writing  from  Gym- 
pie,  in  Queensland,  certifies  that  this  im- 
proved rock-drill  was  satisfactorj-.  The 
Coolgardi4  Mituft  of  the  aoth  November, 
1902,  gives  an  account  of  an  interesting 


contest  for  rock-drills,  whidh  was  held  at 
Kalgoorlie,  and  in  which  various  desoip- 
tions'  competed.    It  says— 
The  new  IngcnoU  mndiine  was  the  first  to 

operate,  and  in  8  minutes  43  seconds  put  in 
a  hole  47^  in.  in  depth.  This  was  taken  as 
a  period  for  the  test,  and  each  machine  wma 
given  a  umilar  tiiv  to  operate  to  sec  what  it 
could  do.  The  Taykir-Horsfield  New  Type 
National  Drill  then  started,  and  put  in  excellent 
work  from  the  first  strike,  and  soon  got  to  the 
extent  of  its  longest  drill.  It  was  then  fountf 
that  this  drill  had  put  down  a  hole  tj  the 
depth  of  53i  in.,  and  that  it  had  been  at  work 
for  only  7  minutes  81  seconds,  or  i  minute  34^ 
seconds  less  than  the  time  allowed  for  the  test. 
'Ihe  IngcrsoU-Sargeot  Drill  was  then  set  to 
Work,  and'  having  operated  for  the  full  time — 
8  minutes  43  seconds— the  hole  was  found  to 
measure  48  mches. 

That  is  the  account  of  a  test  made  in  the 
honorable  gentleman's  own  sironghold, 
and  the  Australian  rock-drill  came  out  oa 
top.  I  do  not  see  that  there  is  anv  jus- 
tification for  running  down  Victorian,  South 
Australian,  and  Queensland  rock-drills. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — That  is  not  neces- 
sary. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  understand  that 
it  is  held  that  they  are  ineflBcient,  and  do 
not  serve  their  purpose,  and  that  the  im- 
ported rock-drill  is  wanted. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Who  said  that? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  have  been  told 
that  it  is  gtnnff  to  be  alleged,  that  the  Aus- 
tralian rock-drill  is  inferior  and  un- 
workable,  and  that  the  Amerkan  article  is 
wanted. 

Mr.  Watkins. — I  did  not  say  that.  I 
said  that  I  was  informed  that  rock-drills 
were  not  made  here. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK— I  am  sure  that  this 
testimony  will  convince  honwable  members 
that  rock-drills  are  made  in  Australia,  and 
on  an  extMisive  scale,  too,  and  also  that 
they  have  acqirired  a  good  repatatioa  Of 
late  years,  I  believe  that  the  American 
Drill  and  Pvnp  Trust — known  as  Inger- 
solI-Sasgent-Rand — have  be«i  exploitii^ 
the  Australian  narket  and  trjiag  to  run 
out  Australiati  drills.  I  am  utforraed 
that  they  have  been  entering  into  agree- 
ments and  compacts  with  some  mining 
companies  to  sell  tlieir  cfrilis  at  a  cheaper 
rate,  in  consideration  of  the  undnstandmg 
that  the  latter  AaW  uae  onlr  impmted 
drills. 

Sir  William  I,yne. — If  the  honorable 
member  can  produce  a  OMMract  of  that 
kind,  it  will  affect  this  vote  very  much. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I(^,abd(hcard 
that  tr^ndous  e^%'1^v^VSkW  by 
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this  large  company  to  defeat  this  daty,  and 
to  get  rock-diilU  practicatiy  placed  on  the 
free  UmL  I  hope  that  liononible  aiembers 
vili  dtend  fair  consderatioir  to  the  Aus- 
tnUiao  drills  «s  well  as  to  other  Australian 
piodnctioBS,  and  will  not  give  any  weight 
to  the  miiiej»if  acntationB  which  are  bong 
made  in  various  quarttn  about  Htmx  inef- 
6daKj.  U  haa  stood  «he  test  and  led  the 
•W9J  in  the  development  of  methanical  in- 
gCBUty.  I  may  say  tbM  in  South  Aus- 
tralia, the  Tariff  Commission  wm  in- 
fomed  by  an  engineer  that  this  Trust  were 
on  the  look  out  for  the  slightest  improve- 
ments in  Australian  drills,  and  that  where- 
ever  they  saw  that  an  imfuovement  bad 
been  made,  they  practically  pirated  it  and 
utilized  it  for  their  own  purposes. 

Mr.  FsAZEK. — Can  the  honorable  mem- 
ber say  whether  the  makers  of  these  Aus- 
tralian drills  have  asked  for  any  duty  to 
be  impoaed? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  do  not  know. 
Mr.  Taytor-HoCTfeld  -did  not  give  evidence, 
but  in  South  Australia  evidence  was  given 
by  Mr.  John  Felix  Martin,  of  the  Gawler 
Foundry. 

Mr.  Hedges.— That  is  shut  up,  toa 

Sir  ^OHN  QUICK.— I  wish  that  the 
bonoraUe  njeaaber  would  not  makn  irrde- 
vant  irHerjdctaons.  If  Has  Gawler  Fmrndry 
luM  beea  iJiut  op,  it  nnv  have  been  «9ne  ^ 
ciftuintaaces  wUdi  have  nothinir  to  do 
with  this  Tariff.  At  anv  rate,  it  was  a 
gooq^  cancan  when  the  ex-idence  was  taken. 

Mr.  HuTonsoN.— That  is  so— it  h.id 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Tariff. 

Sir  JOHX  QUICK.— Mr.  Martin  is  one 
of  the  most  f.nnKWs  er»gineerB  in  Australia, 
and  I  do  I  MX  think  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Fremantle  iihould  <^st  sneerintr  re- 
flections upon  a  great  establishment  that 
turned  ont  the  loanaotrves  and  other  hich- 
dan  nadnneiv  which  beJoed  to  keep  the 
l^d-Mds  otf  Western  Anstralia  gtnng  lon^ 
befoie  this  inpoited  rock  drill  was  heard 
of.  "Mr.  ^faitin  was  one  of  the  foremost 
engineers  in  placing  uaininET  machinery  on 
the  Western  Australian  gold-fields.  Not 
onlv  did  he  do  that,  hut  be  also  mit  his 
mooer  into  some  of  the  mines,  and  gave 
credit  to  struerriinp  roT>nanies — a  tiling 
which  Ei^^ish  fimis  would  not  do. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cooic. — Is  the  honorable 
-member  able  to  sav  whether  the  price  of  the 
local  rack  drill  is  lower  or  higher  than  the 
price  «f  the  imoorted  article  ? 

Sir  JOHN  OtITCK.— With  reference  to 
prices,  X  have  before  me  a  communication 
which  allows  that  the  'Broken  Hill  Proprie- 


tary Company  bought  eight  of  tAx.  Tavlor- 
Horsfield's  rock  drills  in  FetwTiary,  1903, 
for  X44  10s.  each.  In  June,  1904,  the 
oeropany  called  for  tenden  fcK-  the  supply 
of  rock  <^Ils  1^  local  makers  and  M<ents 
for  imported  maccones.  I  have  a  list  of 
the  qiwtatiiMiB,  bat  I  will  not  give  the 
names.  One  American  rock  drill  was 
quoted  at  £4S'j  the  Bendigo  rode  drills  xt 
^41  and  JQ42  each ;  the  Castlemaine  rock 
drill  at  ^£37  15s. ;  and  the  Austral-Otis 
rock  drill  at  £4$-  An  order  was  pla-^^ 
with  Parke  and  I-acey,  of  Sydney,  for  In- 
gersoll-S argent  rock  drills  at  /',44  los. 
each,  which  was  largely  in  excess  of  the 
price  quoted  for  the  local  article. 

Mr.  Jos^H  Cook.  —  I  am  told  that 
sometimes  the  price  of  tbe  imported  rock 
drill  is  as  much  as  from  j£io  to  j£to  higher 
than  the  price  of  the  local  article. 

fflr  JOHN  QUICK.— I  can  assure  the 
honorable  member  that  the  figures  I  have 
quoted  are  correct. 

Mr.  FsuER. — I  suppose  that  the  in- 
creased price  was  paid  because  the  imported 
article  was  no  good. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Evidently,  in  the 
eaerdae  of  tiieir  judgment,  they  give  a  pre- 
ference to  the  imported  (Mil. 

Mr.  Joseph  -Come.  —  Unquestionably 
they  gave  a  preference  to  the  imported 
article. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  local  article 
was  dieaper,  but  evidently  the>-  wanted  to 
obtain  the  imported  article. 

Mr.  Jo»PR  Cook. — And  thereby  hangs 
a  tale,  sorely  ? 

Sir  JOHN*  QUICK.  —  I  suppose  that 
Ihey  wished  to  give  a  preference  to  the  im- 
ported article.  Since  then,  I  believe,  the 
{nice  of  the  Australian  rock  drill  has  been 
reduced.  I  am  assured  that  through  the 
fierce  competition  which  has  been  going  cn 
some  of  the  imported  rock  drills  can  be  ob- 
tained .It  /^32  or  ;^34  or  and  some 
of  the  local  rock  drills  at  fr(»n  as  low  as 
£27  to  jQxS.  So  that,  as  regards  price, 
they  are  getting  down  to  bedrock.  I  do 
not  believe  that  they  could  be  made  here 
more  cheapK-  without  being  sold  at  a  loss. 
The  Ingersoll-Sargent-Rand  Trust  ace  mak- 
ing thuigs  so  hot  for  the  local  muiufac- 
tozers  that  it  is  feared  that  the  latter  will 
have  to  carrv  on  their  business  at  a  loss, 
which,  of  course,  could  not  be  sustained 
for  any  length  of  time. 

Mr.  Henry  Wnxis.— The  hononble 
member  cannot  accuse  the^st  of  under- 
selling the  local  [^artictejyV^OOgle 
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Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Evidently  the 
trust  are  making  things  very  warm  and 
bringing  down  the  price,  and  the  manu- 
facturers of  the  local  rock  drills,  in 
order  to  get  any  trade,  have  to  quote  a 
price  lower  than  that  of  the  imported  ar- 
ticle.   Otherwise  they  would  go  behind.  ■ 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — Evidently  the  im- 
ported rock  drill  is  the  better  article. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK— In  the  opinion  of 
scmae  perswis  it  is.  I  have  been  told,  and 
according  to  the  evidence  given  before  the 
Tariff  Commission  it  is  clear,  that  the  Aus- 
_  tralian  drill  is  as  good  as  the  imported 
article.  As  regards  the  rock  to  be  pene- 
trated, the  Long  Tunnel  mine,  at  Wal- 
halla,  in  Gippsland,  has,  I  believe,  coun- 
try as  tough,  hard,  and  metallic  as  any 
rock  fonnati<xi  in  Australia,  and  yet  the 
Taylor-Horsfield  rock  drill  was  used  with 
great  success  in  the  sinking  of  an  inclined 
shaft  at  that  mine.  In  the  Mining 
Journal,  Mr.  John  Finlayson  gives  an  ac- 
count in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  boring 
in  the  hard  slate  and  the  sandstone  silurian 
of  the  Long-Tunnel  mine  was  done  by  ma- 
chines made  by  Mr.  Taylor-Horsfield,  of 
Bendigo.  I  do  not  think  that  the  rock 
formation  of  Kalgoorlie  is  harder  than  the 
rock  formation  of  that  mine,  or  the  New 
Chum  Railway  mine  at  Bendigo,  4i40o  feet 
deep,  being  toe  deepest  quartz  mine  in  tiie 
world.  I  cCKitend  that  Australian  rock 
drills  are  equal  to  the  requirements  of  min- 
ine.  not  tmly  in  Victoria,  but  in  all  the 
other  States.  Up  to  the  present  time  I 
have  not  heard  any  fair,  reasonable 
grounds  why  the  imported  rock  drill  should 
be  differentiated  and  placed  on  the  free 
list. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [8.59].— I 
listened  very  quietly  to  the  speech  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Bmdigo. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — He  has  made  out 
a  good  case. 

Mr.  FRAZER.  —  If  my  knowledge 
could  lead  me  to  make  a  speech  on  his 
side,  I  believe  that  the  Treasurer  would 
applaud  me  just  as  enthusiastically  as  he 
has  applauded  the  honorable  member  for 
Bendigo.  But  we  have  to  deal  with  this 
item  as  it  affects  the  mining  industry,  and 
also  seccHidary  industries.  Under  the  old 
Tariff  this  was  one  of  the  items  which 
were  placed  on  the  free  list,  and  so  far  as 
I  know  no  suggestion  was  made  then  that 
a  duty  should  be  imposed.  Up  to  the 
present  time  there  has  been  no  duty  on  this 
article  in  the  Australian  Tariff.     An  ex- 


traordinary position  has  to  be  faced,  bow- 
ever,  in  regard  to  this  matter.  The  fac- 
tory where  rock  drills  are  made  happens  to 
be  in  the  constituency  of  the  last  speaker, 
who  was  also  Chairman  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission ;  but  although  the  head  of  the  firm 
had  an  opportunity  of  brining  his  case 
before  the  Commission,  he  did  not  do  so. 
The  only  firm  in  Australia  that  puts  rock 
drills  cm  the  market  in  any  large  quan- 
tities at  the  present  time  is  the  Taylor- 
Hocsfield  firm. 

Sir  John  Quick.— He  sent  a  letter  lo 
the  Commis^on,  but  did  not  attend  to  give 
evidence. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— He  did  not  ask  for  a 
dut^. 

Sir  John  Quick. — He  sent  a  letter  ask- 
ing for  one. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Where  is  the  letter?  Is 
it  printed  as  an  appendix  to  the  report? 
Will  the  h(Hiorable  member  produce  it  ? 

Sir  John  Quick. — It  is  somewhere  in 
the  ardiives  of  the  Customs  House,  Md- 
boume. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— After  all,  it  really 
does  not  matter  very  much  whether  he  at- 
tended ;  he  did  not  ask  for  a  duty.  The 
honorable  member  has  read  a  number  of 
testim(Miials  from  Western  ,  Australia — 
some  from  Kalgoorlie — but  the  latest  which 
he  could  produce  was  written  in  1903 — four 
yean  ago.  My  honorable  friend  will  ad- 
mit that  in  regard  to  rock  drills,  as  in  re- 
gard to  all  other  classes  of  mining  mach- 
inery, the  mind  of  the  designer,  of  goiius, 
has  been  at  work.  He  will  admit  that  the 
percussive  rock  drill  i^me  of  the  most  dif- 
ficult pieces  of  machinery  to  manipulate 
ocHitinuously  that  is  used  on  a  mine. 
These  machines  have  only  about  three 
inches  of  piston  area,  upon  which  they  have 
to  get  a  considerable  strength  to  make  the 
drill  piMce  the  stone.  What  differentiates 
the  sdenttfic  rock  drill  from  the  unscientific 
machine  is  the  accuracy  and  style  of 
the  valve,  a  consideration  that  is  important 
in  order  that  the  mine  may  have  durability, 
and  Ket  satisfactory  results  from  its  drills. 
My  hcMiorable  friend  quoted  extensively 
from  the  testimonials  supj^ied  to  him,  but 
it  is  ranarkable  that  he  quoted  from  none 
more  recent  than  four  years  ago.  Al- 
though the  locally-made  drills  have  been 
nursed  on  the  Kalgoorlie  field  by  a  man* 
who  originally  belonged  to  Bendigo,  and 
who  was  (Vie  of  Bendigo's  strongest  pro- 
tecticMiists,  Afr.  Richard  Hamilton,  man- 
ager of  the  Great  Boulder  ^Mine,  and  al- 
though he  did  hiBigilevekyMsP&^jE^good 
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results  from  the  Australian  rock  drill,  and 
has  spent  a  {^xtd  deal  of  money  in  endea- 
vouring to  prove  its  value  and  perfect  it, 
yet  I  1^  my  honwable  friend  to  accept 
my  assurance'  that  the  Chamber  of  Mines, 
Western  Australia,  states  that  there  is  not 
CMie  of  these  Australian  drills  in  use  in 
any  important  mine  in  Western  Australia 
to-day. 

Mr.  Coon. — Nonsense  ! 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Of  course,  the  honor- 
able  member  knows  all  about  it,  and  the 
We^m  Australian  Chamber  of  Mines 
knows  nothing ! 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook, — He  has  taken  the 
Postmaster-General's  place,  and  knows  all 
about  everything  1 

Mr.  FRAZER. — The  honorable  member 
can  get  ^  and  deny  my  statement  if  te 
chooses. 

Mr.  Coon. — I  will. 

Mr.  Henrv  Willis. — Will  the  honorable 
member  tell  us  why  the  Australian  drill  is 
not  in  use? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  will  proceed  to  do  so. 
I  repeat  that  I  have  it  on  the  authority  of 
the  Society  of  the  Chamber  of  Mines,  and 
one  of  the  members  of  the  Cwnmittee,  who 
should  know  what  is  in  use  at  Kalgoorlie, 
that  not  one  is  being  used  there  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  And  why?  &Iy  hcHiorable 
fri«id,  the  member  fac  Bendigo,  admits 
that  the  Australian  drill  is  being  sold  at 
the  present  time  for  about  ^£27.  He  also 
admits  that  the  lowest  quotation  which 
could  be  got  for  a  foreign  or  English  drill  in 
Bendigo  was  not  less  than  J^^^A-  There 
is  a  difference  of  jQj  on  the  capital  cost. 
Tf  the  Australian  drill  is  giving  that  satis- 
faction to  mining  men  that  the  honorable 
member  claims,  is  it  not  a  most  extraordi- 
nary thing  that  men  in  Bendigo  are  pre- 
pared to  pay  jQzAr  for  an  imported 
rock  dril  1  when  they  cou  Id  get  a 
satisfactory  locally-made  drill  for 
less?  That  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
very  strong  point.  I  am  assured  that  the 
great  difiicuity  in  regard  to  the  Australian 
drill  is  this :  that  up  to  the  present  time 
the  makers  have  not  been  enabled  to  get 
the  patents  associated  with  the  valve  gear, 
so  as  to  te  able  to  produce  a  satisfactory 
drill.  They  cannot  produce  one  which 
can  be  worked  at  the  same  cost  in 
fuel  and  consumption  of  air  as  the  im- 
pMted  drill.  I  am  also  assured  bv  min- 
ing ment  who  produce  figures  in  proof  of 
th«r  statement,  that  it  costs  about  Hve  times 
as  much  for  the  up-keep  of  the  Australian 
drill  as  it  coAts  for  tne  up-keep  of  the 
[240] 


more  highly  developed  scientific  drill  that 
is  usually  impcwted  into  this  country.  I 
am  certainly  not  opposed  to  giving  con- 
sideration to  the  ^MXHiragemoit  of  the  pro- 
duction of  this  description  of  machinery, 
if  it  can  be  done  without  an  unreasonable 
cost  to  any  section  of  the  community.  If 
a  proposal  were  made  to  Parliament  for 
the  inauguration  of  a  system  of  bounties 
to  promote  scientific  invention  in  Austra- 
lia in  regard  to  rock  drills,  I  should  be 
prepared  to  give  favorable  consideration 
to  it.  But  when  we  are  dealing  with 
our  great  mining  industry  we  must  recol- 
lect that  the  cost  of  production  in  many 
instances  is  a  matter  of  the  nistence  or 
non-aistence  of  a  mine.  The  honorable 
member  for  Batman  will  admit  that 

Mr.  Coon. — Yesj  I  admit  that. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Then  we  are  getting 
on.  The  passing  of  a  Tariff  is  not  going 
to  put  a  pennyweight  mcwe  of  gold 
into  the  ores  that  have  to  be  mined 
and  treated;  and  if  our  mining  man- 
agers are  not  permitted  to  reduw 
their  mining  costs,  I  have  the  highest 
authority  fot  stating  that  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  mines  in  Western  Australia  which 
are  just  on  the  border-line  between  success 
and  failure,  the  directors  of  which  will 
have  to  consider  whether  they  will  be  able 
to  keep  them  going,  or  will  have  to  close 
down.  I  suppose  that  that  is  not  peculiar 
to  Wtstern  Australia  either. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — It  applies  all  over  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — It  must  not  be  sup- 
posed that  there  is  any  prejudice  on  the 
part  of  our  mining  managers  in  favour  of 
imported  machines.  They  are  prepared  to 
look  at  the  matter  fairly.  There  are,  for 
instance,  men  like  Mr.  Hamilton,  whom  I 
have  already  mentiwied ;  Mr.  Sutherland, 
of  the  Golden  Horse  Shoe;  Mr.  Nicholson, 
of  the  Ivanhoe;  Mr.  Moss,  of  the  Kal- 
gurli ;  and  several  other  men,  who  have  all 
graduated  in  the  schools  of  the  eastern 
States.  These  men  have  tried  the  Austra- 
lian rock  drill,  and  have  had  to  abandoi 
it. 

Mr.  Coon.— Why? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Because  they  have  not 
been  able  to  get  satisfactory  results  from 
it.  If  that  is  their  experience,  are  we  jus- 
tified in  imposing  a  Heavy  duty  for  the 
benefit  of  a  few  men  employed  in  Ben- 
digo? Perhaps  my  hcKiorable  friend  could 
tell  us  how  many  menf?i«.,,enullQyed  in 
rock-drill  maki#W>ld*FS^^ 
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Sir  John  Quick. — ^^It  is  a  big  foundry. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Are  there  fifty  men  en- 
gaged in  the  foundry  altogether? 

Sir  John  Quick. — I  should  say  so;  and 
not  more  than  ten  are  engaged  cm  rock 
drills. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Is  it  reasonable  that 
we  Should  compel  mining  companies  to  pav 
largely  increased  prices  for  their  rock 
drills  for  the  benefit  of  these  few  men  in 
Bendigo? 

Sir  John  Quick. — How  manv  rock  drills 
are  used  in  Western  Australian  mines? 

Mr.  FRAZER.~There  are  about  900  in 
Western  Australia  altogether.  The  life  of 
a  rock  drill  is,  roughly  speaking,  five  years. 
So  that  the  utmost  advantage  which  the 
local  makers  could  expect  to  get  would 
be  to  the  extent  of  a  couple  of  hundred 
rock  drills  per  annum  in  Queensland. 
New  South  Wales,  and  Victoria.  The 
number  used  in  Australia  is  about  2,400. 
fn  my  opinion,  the  arguments  for  giv- 
ing the  same  treatment  to  rock  drills  as 
they  had  under  the  previous  Tariff  is  un- 
answerable. I  do  think  that  if  we  are 
going  to  endeavour  to  encourage  the  im- 
provement and  manufacture  of  these  ma- 
chines in  Australia,  the  best  course  for  us 
to  pursue  would  be  to  give  consideration 
to  the  industry  on  the  lines  proposed  in 
regard  to  the  manufacture  of  iron  and  its 
associated  products,  instead  of  by  impos- 
ing a  duty  which  will  be  injuridus  to  the 
mming  industry. 

Mr.  SPE.VCE  (Dariing)  [9.11].— In- 
stead of  taking  our  information  from  the 
advertisements  of  firms  and  being  guided 
by  testimonials  supplied  by  them,  I  think 
that  honorable  members  would  be  well  ad- 
vised in  giving  consideration  to  the 
evidence  adduced  before  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission. I  turn  to  ihe  report  of  the  pro- 
tectionist section  of  the  Commission,  of 
which  the  honorable  member  for  Bendigo 
was  chairman.  On  pntre  16  of  the  report 
on  Mining  MachinNy,  there  are  references 
to  rock  drills.    I  quote  this  passage — 

The  principftl  rock  drill  recogniKd  on  Ihe 
Kalgoorlie  mines  is  that  of  the  Inger  oil -Ser- 
geant Co..  of  New  York.  This  drill  li;is  been 
worked  :iIon"siile  of  .ind  against  the  'l.ivliir 
Horifield  (Bendigo)  and  other  outside  makes  of 
drills,  and  it  has  beea  found  that  the  Inger- 
soil-Sergeant  drill  bored  better  and  quicker 
than  any  other.  The  mining  manager  of  the 
Tvanhoe  Gold  Corporation  mine  was  not  able 
to  say  which  of  Ihe  drills  was  responsible  for 
the  greatest  consumption  of  air.  It  was  pro- 
posed to  make  ^iropcr  comparative  tests  of  the 
various  drills,  including  Austral  inn,  in  order 
to  show  Ihe  exact  consumption  of  air  for  the 


boring  done  per  minute,  or  per  hour,  as  the 
case  may  Ik.  Whichever  was  found  to  be  tfav 
best  would  be  installed. — (Q.  41382-5;  41486.) 

Further  on  the  report  says — 

The  principal  itemi  of  machinery  imported 
from  America,  and  used  at  KalgoorUe,  are  rock 
drills,  rock  breakers,  belt  conveyers.  These 
imported  articles  were  preferred  to  Australian- 
made,  because  they  were  considered  to  be  the 
best.— (Q.  41404.) 

That  statement,  which  the  honwable  mem- 
ber for  Bendigo  fathered  as  Chairman  of 
the  Commission,  was  very  different  from 
the  one  which  he  made  ha«  as  member 
for  Bendigo. 

Sir  John  QmcK. — I  also  read  an  ex- 
tract fnnn  page  31  of  the  report. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  report  on  page 
17  says — 

A  quantity  of  engines  and  machinery  has  been 

discarded  and  scrapped  on  the  gold-fields,  and 
its  place  taken  by  high-gra<le  machines  of  Eng. 
lisli  and  American  manufacture. — (Q.  40877 ; 
40982-5.) 

Mr.  Frazer. — Who  said  that? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  protectionist  sec- 
tion of  the  Commission,  and  the  repot 
was  signed  the  honorable  member  for 
Bendiga 

Sir  John  Quick.— That  was  cmtra- 
dicted;  and  besides,  it  does  not  say  that 
any  rock  drills  were  scrapped. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— On  page  31  the  report 

says — 

Many  types  of  rock  drills  are  in  use  in  Aus- 
tralia. A  Victorian  engineer  (Taylor  Horsfield, 
of  Bendigo),  and  a  South  Australian  mining 
manager  (Captain  Hancock,  of  Mocnla),  had 
designed  rock  drills,  which  had  considerable 
improvements  on  those  imported.  It  was  said, 
however,  that  under  present  conditions  there 
was  small  chance  of  getting  Australian  designed 
and  made  drills  into  general  use.  The  better 
such  drills  were  the  greater  Ihe  probability  of 
their  being  copied  by  American  makers  and 
sent  to  Australia  free  {if  percussive).  The 
method  of  American  manufacturers  was  thus 
described;  when  they  found  a  better  drill  than 
their  own  their  agent  secured  samples,  sent 
ttiem  to  America  to  be  copied  ;  they  were  then 
sent  to  Australia  and  sold  at  any  price,  tm61 
the  local  manufacturers  were  knocked  out. — (Q. 

46487;  46643  ) 

Percussion  rock  drills,  now  duty  free,  were 

made  locally,  but  competition  with  the  imporfer 
was  impossible.  A  duty  of  35  per  cent,  would 
enable  Ihe  local  men  to  capture  the  market, 
and  would  greatly  increase  employment. — (Q. 
48031.) 

Then  at  page  36  we  have  the  statement — 

The  Shaw  rock  drill  lately  patented  in 
America  was  being  introduced  into  Australia, 
and  the  Austral  Otis  Co.  had  arranged  for  iU 
local  manufacture.  "This,"  said  Mr.  E.  J- 
Rigby,  "  is  another  instance,  where^  patented 
machinery  « 

why  it  dwnld  not  ^  msfde 
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These  are  the  only  references  to  rock  drills 
that  I  have  found  in  the  report. 

Sir  John  Quick. — ^Read  .the  statement 
at  page  41. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  had  overlooked  that 
paragrai^,  which  reads  as  follows — 

Walkers  Ltd.  bad  msde  rock  boring  percus- 
sioa  drills.  Their  engineer  stated  he  had  made 
rock  drill  parts  by  the  gross  for  mines  at 
Broken  Hill  far  cheaper  than  the  American 
article.  "  It  is,"  he  said,  "  only  the  hostility 
exhibited  towards  Australian>Btade  articles  that 
is  io  the  way  of  local  production.  If  they 
bad  the  market  to  themselves  local  makers  would 
introduce  new  machines  and  new  gauges,  so 
that  every  part  made  would  be  interchange- 
able.'* 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  evidence  taken  in 
Western  Australia,  where  rodt  drills  are 
most  largely  used,  that  the  imported  ma- 
chines are  preferred.  We  may  once  and  for 
all  dismiss  the  suggestion  that  mine  man- 
agers and  engineers  are  prejudiced  against 
local  productions.  Directors  are  not  go- 
ing to  run  the  risk  of  losing  di\idends  by 
refusing  to  use  a  good  machine  oc  tool 
merelv  because  it  is  of  Australian  origin. 
The  suggestion  is  too  ridiculous  to  bear  a 
moment's  consideration.  Prejudice  does 
not  enter  into  this  matter.  Capable  min- 
ing managers,  working  under  directors  who 
have  matte  a  study  of  mining,  take  care 
to  secure  the  very  best  madiinery  available, 
for  they  recognise  tbat  in  that  way  alone 
can  they  hope  to  profitably  develop  their 
properties.  Pirating  is  not  confined  to  the 
AnKricans.  Reference  is  made  in  the  re- 
port to  an  improved  drill,  claimed  to  have 
been  invented  by  Captain  Hancock,  of 
Moonta.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  patent 
was  reallv  the  invention  of  resident  r  f 
Stawell.  Victoria,  but  a  clever  workman 
employed  by  Captain  Hancock  at  a  wage, 
I  supptose,  of  about  7s.  6d.  per  day.  added 
to  it  an  improved  jacket,  and  his  employer 
took  credit  for  the  improvement. 

Sir  John  Quick. — An  Australian  en- 
gineer told  us  that  it  was  Captain  Han- 
cock's invention. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— It  was  not;  the  new 
jacket  was  the  only  improvement,  and  the 
resident  of  Stawell  to  whom  I  have  re- 
ferred received  a  good  man^r  pounds  by 
way  of  royalty  from  Captain  Hancock, 
after  learning  that  he  had  been  tising  it. 
Another  idle  suggesti<9i  has  been  offered  that 
certain  mining  companies  are  making  nn 
effort  to  push  imported  drills  on  the  mar- 
ket I  have  not  heard  of  mining  cxxn- 
panies  entering  into  arrangements  with  a 
trust  to  push  any  drill.  7be  inducement 
[240}— 2 


offering  would  not  be  sufficient  to  lead  them 
to  undertake  the  work.  The  state- 
ment embodied  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mission as  to  the  drills  most  favored  in 
Western  Australia,  is  supported  by  the 
experience  of  the  Great  Cc^ar  Copper  Mine 
in  my  own  electorate.  The  manager, 
who-  is  an  Australian,  and  therefore 
naturally  prejudiced  in  favour  of  Aus- 
tralian goods,  has  be^  trying  dif- 
fer«it  drills  and  keeping  a  record  of  the 
cost  of  repairs.  The  honorable  member  for 
Kalgoorlie  has  referred  to  the  valve  00  the 
Australian  drill  which  cuts  very  rapidly.  A 
little  pin  running  on  a  slot,  and  causing 
the  drill  to  revolve,  wears  out  rapidly  be- 
cause of  the  speed  at  which  it  revolves,  and 
it  has  cMistantly  to  be  Tepaired.  AftCT 
experimenting  with  three  or  four  drills,  the 
manager  of  the  Great  Cobar  Mine  found 
that  the  Ingersoll-Rand  Drill  was  the  best, 
the  cost  of  repairs  to  it  during  a  period 
of  twelve  months  amounting  to  only  rw. 
6d.,  as  against  an  expenditure  of  £^  los. 
on  repairs  to  the  Australian  drill. 

Sir  John  Quick. — How  does  the  honor- 
able member  account  foi*  the  certificates 
given  by  miiK  managers  as  to  the  value  of 
the  Australian  drill? 

Mr,  SPENCE.— Those  certificates  are 
old,  and  it  is  a  question  of  whether  the 
persons  who  gave  them  had  tried  the  In- 
gersoll-Rand drill. 

Sir  John  Quick. — How  does  the  honor- 
able member  aa»unt  for  forty  Australian 
drills  being  purchased  for  use  at  Broken 
Hill  since  the  imposition  of  the  Tariff: 

^r^.  SPENCE.— How  does  the  honor- 
able member  account  for  the  fact  that  at 
a  public  trial  in  his  own  constituency  \X 
was  found  that  the  Australian  made  drill 
was  not  .V)  effective  as  was  an  imported 
drill?  The  Australian  drills  may  suit 
sOTne  people,  but  a  big  concern  requires 
the  very  best  obtainable. 

Sir  John  Quick. — The  New  Chum 
Railway  Mining  Ccwnpany  is  a  large  con- 
cern. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  imposition  of  a 
high  duty  on  rock  drills  will  not  prevent 
the  use  of  the  imported  machine.  It  will 
simply  handicap  the  mininc  ■  industr\ . 
Why  should  we  punish  the  mining  in- 
dustry when  by  doing  so  we  can  do  no 
good'  for  the  local  manufacturers  of 
drills?  I  have  here  the  statement  made 
in  a  circular  sent  to  honorable  nrembers 
bv  Mr.  Thomas,  miWh^t^r^ieer  of 
Western  Australia,  and  a  man  of  large 
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t-Tiperience  in  mining.  He  estimates  the 
total  annual  consumpticm  of  drills  in  the 
Commonwealth  at  between  400  and  500, 
and  gives  tHe  running  age  of  a  drill  at 
about  five  years.  He  puts  the  cost  of 
these  drills  at  about  ;^5o  each,  which  is 
considerably  higher  than  we  are  told  is 
the  present  cost  of  the  machines.  As  it 
has  been  (^)ened  up,  I  suppose  the  dis- 
cussion on  this  item  will  be  concluded: 
but  I  think  the  Committee  should  faytx- 
ably  consider  the  proposal  of  the  boiKxr< 
able  member  for  Newcastle  to  <mut  boring 
machinery  from  this  item.  I  appeal  to 
the  Committee  to  let  the  mining  industry 
have  a  few  of  the  implements  required  to 
earn'  it  on  admitted  at  a  reasonable  rate 
of  duty.  I  appeal  to  honcH-able  members 
also  to  be  guided  by  the  views  of  men 
who  have  to  handle  these  drills,  which 
are  likely  to  be  more  reliable  than  the 
opinions  expressed  in  advertisements  pub- 
lished by  firms  who  have  drills  for  sale. 

Mr.  COON  (Batman)  [9.34].— I  have 
listened  with  attenticHi  to  the  previous 
sp6ak»s  on  this  item.  We  have  in  cchi- 
nexion  with  this  it^  again  to  consider 
the  questions  of  monopoly  and  protection. 
Before  Victorian  manufac^rers  of  these 
drills  entered  into  competiticm  for  the 
trade,  the  price  of  drills  was  j£Bo  apiece. 
1  wish  the  Committee  to  bear  that  in 
mind.  Since  we  have  had  local  competi- 
tion far  these  machirtes,  the  price  has 
COToe  down,  and  I  am  given  to  understand 
that  thev  can  now  be  purchased  for  about 
;^3o  each.  The  honorable  member  for 
Darling  spoke  of  the  annual  cost  of  re- 
pairs, as  amounting  in  the  case  of  the 
impcMted  to  izs.  66.,  as  against  ^£4  los. 
for  the  locally -mantifactured  machine.  In 
answer  to  that,  let  me  inform  honorable 
members  that  the  deepest  shaft  in  Aus- 
tralia was  sunk  952  feet  with  a  locallv- 
made  drill,  at  a  cost  fcM*  repairs  of  <»ily 
18.  per  foot.  The  honcnable  member  also 
informed  the  Committee  that  straps  were 
used  in  connexion  with  the  locally-made 
drill.  I  know  of  no  straps  being  used  in 
ccmnexion  with  them,  and  I  have  worked 
both  imported  and  locally-made  drills. 

Mr.  Frazer, — Where  did  the  honcw- 
able  member  work  them? 

Mr.  COOX.— In  a  shaft  i.coo  feet 
deepu 

Mr.  Fkazer. — ^Where? 

Mr.  COON.— At  Maldon.  Perhaps  the 
hcxiorable  member  would  like  to  know  the 
time,  as  well  as  the  place?    I.  am  pre- 

red  to  ha\e  an  imported  drill  worked 


alongside  a  Taylor-Horsfield  National 
drill,  and  if  the  latter  will  not  bore  5  feet 
more  quickly,  and  use  less  air  in  d<Mng  so. 
I  shall  be  prepared  to  admit  the  imported 
drills  free.  I  wish  to  say  that  Victorian 
manu  f actu  rers  should  be  credited  with 
bringing  this  machine  up-to-date.  When 
ihese  drills  were  first  imported  it  took 
three  men  to  cart  them  around.  The  pis- 
tons of  the  impCMted  drills  were  so  brittle 
that  if  one  brcAce  it  could  not  be  repaireil, 
and  had  to  be  replaced  at  a  cost  of  j£-j 
IDS.  Australian  manufacturers  have  suc- 
ceeded in  manufacturing  a  piston  that  can 
be  repaired.  In  the  next  place,  the  diuck 
attached  to  the  pistwi  of  the  imported  drills 
was  of  so  brittle  a  character  that  in  work- 
ing pieces  of  metal  became  detached  and 
workmen  were  injured  in  this  way.  The 
Ausjtralian  manufacturers  hara  improved 
the  machine  in  that  directi<xi  also.  But 
what  do  we  find  to-day?  We  find  the 
company  which  has  been  referred  to  adt^- 
ing  the  Australian  chuck,  and  putting  it  un 
to  their  machines. 

Sir  John  Qcick. — ^Whidi  company? 

Mr.  COON.  —  The  Ingersoll-Sargent 
Company.  Australian  manufacturers  have 
made  improvements  upon  the  madiine,  and 
brought  the  price  down  from  y£So  to  j£y), 
under  the  operation  of  a  protective  duty  of 
25  per  cent.,  which  was  in  force  in  Vic- 
toria prior  to  Federation.  Now  we  are 
being  asked  to  allow  the  imported  drill  to 
come  in  practically  free.  The  honorable 
member  for  Coolgardie  referred  to  Western 
Australia,  and  let  me  say  that  the  deepest 
mine  in  that  State  is  only  2.500  feet  deep, 
whilst  the  deepest  mine  in  Bendigo  is 
4>ooo  feet  deep. 

Mr.  Frazer. — ^What  has  the  depth  of 
the  mine  to  do  with  it  ? 

Mr.  COOX. — Honorable  members  would 
have  us  believe  that  a  drill  which  is  worked 
at  a  depth  of  4,000  feet  is  not  good  enough 
for  working  a  mine  2,500  feet  deep. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Is  the  stcme  harder  at  the 
greater  rlepth  ? 

Mr.  COON.— Certainly  it  is,  and  the 
difficulty  of  working  is  greater.  I  ask 
honorable  members  why  the  miners  at  Long 
Tunnel  prefer  the  local  to  the  impnted 
drill,  where  they  might  use  either?  In 
carrying  out  a  ccmtrac^  at  Walhalla  at  the 
|»esent  time  the  miners  prefer  to  use  the 
local  drill,  and  yet  we  are  told  that 
the  Trust  at  the  back  of  the  imported 
drill  should  be  allowed  to  flood  Aus- 
tralia with  their  machines.  Under  the 
protective  Tariff  of  Victoria,  the  wages 
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in  one  foundry  alone  totalled  ^£10,000  a 
year;  but  since  Federation,  only  ;^6,ooo 
a  year  has  been  paid  in  wages.  Would 
the  mining  industry  have  benefited  in  the 
way  it  has  dme  in  this  connexion,  but  for 
the  protective  Tariff  of  Victoria?  1  say 
it  would  not.  It  was  the  operation  of  that 
Tariff  that  btought  down  the  price  of  the 
drillf  and  now  we  are  bnng  asked  to  place 
this  machine  00  the  free  list  that  the  un- 
porters  may  secure  a  rocHiopoly,  and  put 
up  the  jwice  again.  These  drills  are  be- 
ing made  in  many  parts  of  Victoria,  and 
I  believe  also  in  South  Australia.  There 
is  plenty  of  local  competition,  and,  to 
secure  orders,  the  local  manuf^urers  of 
drills  are  obligied  to  sell  them  practicalljr 
at  cost  price.  I  venture  to  say  that  no 
member  of  the  Committee  can  tell  me  the 
«xact  price  now  being  paid  for  the  im- 
ported article.  The  importers  try  to 
secure  a  monopoly  by  saying,  "  We  will 
let  you  have  our  machine  at  a  certain 
If  you  agree  to  use  no  other  in  connexion 
with  your  mine." 

Mr.  Hedges. — ^The  hcmOTable  member 
is  trying  to  get  a  monopoly  for  the  Vic- 
torian manufacturers. 

Mr.  COON.— I  am  not.  This  is  not  a 
Victorian  question;  it  is  a  Western  Aus- 
tralian question.  Honorable  members 
have  not  been  able  to  show  that  the  locally- 
made  drills  caimot  do  the  work  required 
of  them.  A  test  took  place  three  years 
.igo  in  Western  Australia,  and  the  Taylor- 
Horsfieid  National  machine  beat  the  im- 
ported machine  out  of  sight.  The  men 
who  have  to  use  these  drills  are  the  best 
judges  of  their  value,  and  I  have  shown 
that  they  prefer  to  use  the  locally-made 
drills.  That  is  beii^  proved  at  Broken 
Hill  at  the  present  tune,  where  men  on 
contract  are  using  Australian  in  preference 
to  impcwted  drills.  In  Australia  to-day, 
01-er  131  mines  are  using  locally-made 
drills. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Then  what  is  the 
hnnorable  member  grumbling  about? 

Mr.  COON. — I  am  grumbling  because 
some  honorable  roemters  wish  that  im- 
ported machines  should  be  admitted  free, 
when  they  can  be  made  in  Australia.  1 
ask  honorable  members  who  are  in  favour 
of  a  protective  Tariff  which  will  give  em- 
ployment to  labour,  to  impose  such  a  duty 
f4i  these  machines  as  will  encourage  the 
use  of  the  locally-made  article.  I  have 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that  if  we  can  place 
the    locally -made    machines    in  mines 


throughout  Australia,  they  will  be  found 
to  do  the  work  as  well  in  the  future  as 
they  are  shown  to  have  done  it  in  the 
past.  The  only  reasons  urged  against  the 
proposed  duty  have  been  from  the  im- 
porters' stand-point,  and  I  venture  to  say 
that  behind  the  move  being  made  to-night, 
there  is  the  importer  if  he  could  be  se^ 

Mr.  McWiujAMs.— That  is  not  fair. 

Mr.  COON. — Only  importers'  reasons 
have  been  assigned  for  the  opposition  to 
the  duty. 

Mr.  Frazer. — The  honorable  member 
makes  that  statement  because  he  would 
make  any  statement. 

Mr.  COON.— Unlike  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Kalgoorlie  when  I  make  a  state- 
ment, I  am  prepared  to  stand  by  it. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Can  the  honorable  mem- 
ber prove  that  the  importer  is  behind  the 
oppcsiribn  to  this  duty  ? 

Mr.  COON.— Let  me  tell  the  honorable 
member  for  Kalgoorlie  that  locally-made 
drills  were  sent  to  Western  Australia  this 
year  and  last  year  also  by  the  firm  to  which 
I  have  referred. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Where  did  they  go  to? 

Mr.  COON.— I  do  not  know  to  what 
mines  they  were  sent.  I  did  not  travel 
after  them.  It  is  suffident  for  me  to  say 
that  they  were  sent  to  Western  Australia, 
where  we  have  been  told  that  none  of  the 
locally-made  drills  are  at  work  at  the  pre- 
sent time. 

Mr.  Frazer. — That  is  rather  a  bad  ad- 
vertisement for  them,  because  tfiey  have 
evidently  been  "  scrapped." 

Mr.  COON,— They  were  sent  to  West- 
ern Australia,  where  they  b«it  the  im- 
ported machine  in  a  test  at  Kalgoorlie. 
If  htKiorabfe  members  vote  against  the 
duty,  the  result  will  be  that  imported  rodc- 
borers  will  be  dumped  in  Australia  and 
the  local  factories  will  be  closed  up. 

Mr.  Frazer. — ^Why  was  not  that  the 
case  before?  These  drills  were  free  under 
the  last  Tariff. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — If  the  whole  Austra- 
lian market  was  secured,  to  how  many 
more  men  would  employment  be  given? 

Mr.  COON.— Five  hundred.  Under 
the  VictOTian  Tariff,  one  foundry  alcme 
was  paying  ^^10,000  a  year  in  waffes,  but 
since  the  dutv  was  talcen  cS,  it  is  only 
paying  -^6,060  a  year.  I  have  clearly 
shown  that  this  machine  is  capable  of  do- 
ing the  work,  and  that  one  foundry  alone 
has  turned  out  3,000  of  them.  On  [i^  test 
it  showed  itself  equal  in  every  wa^  lo  the 
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imported  madiine.  Its  manufacture  has 
been  the  means  of  reducing  the  price.  The 
honorable  member  iot  Flinders  the  other 
night  said  that  he  was  prepared  to  vote 
for  the  proposals  ctf  the  Government  on  a 
certain  item,  because  they  were  'framed  in 
relation  to  the  Excise  duties.  I  trust  that 
hcHiorable  members  who  are  in  favour 
protection,  or  who  take  the  view  held  by 
the  hcHiorable  member  for  Flinders,  will 
\-ote  on  this  item  to  Jceep  out  the  imported 
article,  and  to  give  employment  to  men 
who  are  now  out  of  work.  There  has  not 
been  a  single  rflason  advanced  why  rock 
drills  should  be  struck  out,  and  I  trust  the 
Committee  will  vote  for  the  highest  pro- 
tection it  is  possible  to  get. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[9.48]. — The  honorable  member  for  Bat- 
man made  a  very  fine  speech  in  favour  of 
the  Australian -made  rock  drill,  and  satis- 
fied me  that  its  manufacturers  are  doing 
a  roaring  business.  He  states  that  500 
or  600  drills  are  in  use  in  Victoria.  I 
attadii  a  good  deal  of  weight  to  what  was 
said  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission. Although  he  quoted  frcHn  a  trade 
circularj  it  is  not  fair  to  say  that  what  he 
quoted  was  not  correct  The  drills  to 
which  the  honorable  member  for  Bendigo 
referred  are  to  be  found  in  some  of  the 
principal  mines  in  Western  Australia.  T 
was  upon  the  fields  some  months  ago,  and 
saw  the  Bayley's  Reward  claim.  There 
was  no  reason  to  suppose  from  its  ap- 
pearance that  the  best  of  everything  had 
not  been  put  into  it.  It  was  closed  down 
because  they  could  not  get  gold,  and  not 
because  the  .drill  did  not  do  its  work.  It 
is  no  part  of  my  business  here  to  run  down 
a  colonial  production.  I  believe  that  the 
Australian  drill  is  a  good  one,  but>  so  far 
as  I  can  gather  from  the  evidence  quoted 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Darling,  the 
imported  drill  will  do  the  work  quicker 
and  better.  Still  that  does  not  mean  that 
the  local  drill  will  not  do  its  work.  The 
honorable  member  for  Bendigo  quoted  an 
extract  which  showed  that  there  had  been 
.some  competition  between  the  two  drills, 
and  that  the  colonial  article  was  a  first- 
class  one.  Still,  the  imrxtrted  drill  is  so  much 
lietter  that  the  makers  r.in  afford  to  keep 
its  price  above  that  of  the  colonial  article. 
The  honorable  member  for  Batman  stated 
that  its  owners  will  only  allow  people  to 
buy  the  imported  machines  if  a  guarantee 
is  ^ven  that  th^  will  not  use  the  a>lonial 
article.  But  only  a  man  who  is  sure  of  his 
ground  will  make  such  a  stipulation.  If 


his  madiine  w«e  inferior,  he  would  be 
told,  "  I  do  not  want  your  madiine,  and 
would  not  have  it  on  those  terms." 

Sir  John  Quicx. — He  sells  it  at  a 
lower  price  to  get  the  monopoly. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  Aought  the 
honorable  member  pointed  out  that  the 
imported  machine  costs  j^y  more  than  does 
the  local  drill.    That  w  not  a  very  large 
difference,  especially  to  rich  mines.  Ap- 
parently the  difference  between  the  two  ma- 
chines- is  small,  or  the  difference  in  price- 
would  be  greater.    The  honorable  member 
for  Kalgoorlie  has  stated  over  and  over 
again  that,  as  a  protectionist,  he  would  not 
agree  to  placing  on  the  free  Ust  any  ar- 
ticle which  can  be  produced  here  of  good 
quality.    But  where  is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber on  this  item?   Let  him  vote  with  the 
protectionists.    All  through  the  Tariff,  a 
large  amount  of  protection  has  been  given 
for  articles  of  ercellent  manufacture  diat 
will  do  their  work.    If  that  is  to  be  the 
policy  the  protecrionist  ought  to  stand  bv 
the  colonial  article.    While  I  am  in  favour 
of  free  ownpetition  in  manufactures,  and 
would  open  our  ports  to  allow  the  best 
articles  to  come  in,  so  as  to  keep  the  local 
maker  up  to  the  highest  pitch  of  efficiency, 
I  would  not  say  that  the  imported  article 
should  be  taken    in  preference  to  the 
coloniaf.    All  things  being  equal,  I  should 
give  the  chfflce  to  the  colonial  article  I 
have  come  to  the  conclusim  that  in  lhi»- 
case  the  colonial  rock  drill  is  not  quite^ 
so  good  as  is  the  imported  machine,  and, 
if  that  is  so,  we  should  allow  the  latter  to 
come  in.     But   the   local  manufacturers 
have  nothing  to  fear,  because  everybody  itk 
Victoria  uses  their  machine.    The  honor- 
able member  for  Bendigo  has  pointed  out 
that  at  immense  depths  it  is  better  tha» 
any  other.    My  desire  is  to  have  the  local 
article  made  as  good  as  is  the  American 
or  English  production.     That  will  never 
be_  brought  about  unless  the  imported  ma- 
chine is  allowed  free  entry  to  our  markets. 
The  local  machine  also  has  the  advantage 
of  the  local  prejudice  in  its  favour;  other- 
wise, it  would  not  be  so  largely  used. 
Although  it  is  proved  that  it  is  not  quite 
;o  good,  its  makers  can  thrive  in  spite  of 
the  c<wipetition  of  the  imported  article  A 
low  duty  would  therefore  satisfy  all  re- 
quirements. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [9.55].— I  favour 
the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Newcastle,  fc»-  the  additi<rir(^,^r^arate 
item  in  this  case  ^I'l^'lM^Vil^^SFdutv. 
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But  I  cannot  agree  with  those  who  suggest 
that  the  item  should  be  practically  free.  It 
is  ridiculous  to  supoose  that  we  are  not 
able,  with  our  large  mining  interests,  to 
make  rock  drills  in  Australia,  and  it  is 
idle  to  suggest  that  the  manufacturers 
should  be  given  no  assistance  through  the 
Tariff  in  order  to  enable  them  to  compete 
with  the  machines  that  come  from  America, 
Great  Britain,  and  Germany.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  to  put  a  high  duty  upon  the 
Ingersoll -Sargent  and  the  Rand  drills 
would  be  doing  an  injustice  to  the 
mining  ccxnmunity.  None  of  these  mines 
are  in  any  sense  philanthropic  bodies, 
nor  do  I  imagine  that  the  question  enters 
very  much  into  the  ocmsideration  of  the 
directors  or  mining  managers  as  to  whe- 
ther a  drill  is  made  in  Bendigo  or 
America,  but  the  managers — many  of  whom, 
like  Mr.  Richard  Hamilton  and  others  who 
have  been  mentitmed,  are  at  the  very  top 
of  their  profession — have  unquestionably 
a  strong  desire  to  secure  a  madiine 
^vhich  will  do  the  work  efFectivelv  and 
<!heaply,  and  in  such  a  way  as  will  allow 
the  miner  to  show  the  most  satisfactory  re- 
sults. I  do  not  wish  to  prejudice,  by  any 
remark  of  mine,  the  drill  which  is  made  in 
Australia,  but  the  bulk  of  testim<»iy  from 
the  managers  of  large  mines  through- 
out the  Commonwealth  will  show  that 
the  mining  industry  has  good  reastm 
for  urging  that  a  prohibitive  duty 
«hall  not  be  put  uptm  an  article 
whidi  has  proved  itself  to  be  so  sMvice- 
able.  That  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  makers  of  three  great  _  drills  have 
j<^ned  tf^ether,  and,  as  Edison  does  in 
America,  have  their  agents  all  over  the 
world  to  ascertain  what  imiwovements  or 
changes  are  being  made,  and  secure  them. 
Consequently  there  is  no  possibility  of  an 
Australian  manufacturer  ever  being  in  such 
a  completely  satisfactory  position  as  to 
have  at  his  command  all  the  latest  ideas 
and  practical  improvements  in  the  way  the 
great  combinaticMis  have.  I  shall,  there- 
fore, favour  a  lower  duty  than  the  one  fKo- 
posed  bv'  the  Government.  S(Hne  assistanre 
and  help  should  unquestionably  be  given 
to  the  manufacturers,  not  onlv  in  Vic- 
toria, but  in  all  the  other  States. 
But  I  do  not  approve  of  a  duty  which 
would  prevent  drills  of  a  higher  class  be- 
ing introduced  for  use  in  the  mines  here. 
This  drill  is  being  used  in  some  of  the 
mines  in  Broken  Hill  and  Tasmania,  and 
has  found  its  way  to  the  West ;  and  it 
woold  be  unjust  to  our  local  manufacturers 


to  say  that  their  manufacture  does  not 
deserve  consideration,  seaing  that  it  has 
been  adopted  by  most  capable  and  able 
managers.  I  shall  support  the  suggestion 
to  have  this  appliance  put  into  a  separate 
line,  but  I  shall  ask  the  Conmiittee  to  im- 
pose a  higher  duty  than  that  propraed  by 
the  honorable  m^i^r.  I  think  a  fair 
c(»npromise  would  be  to  have  a  duty  of  so 
per  cent  in  both  columns. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — ^That  would  shut  down 
some  mines. 

Mr,  KNOX. — There  is  too  much  made 
of  that  argument ;  no  mine  worth  working 
will  be  shut  down  by  the  imposition  of 
such  a  duty  as  I  suggest.  There  is  no 
question  that  these  rock  drills  ought  to  be 
made  in  Australia. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — So  they  are,  hut  they 
are  not  good  enough. 

Mr.  KNOX. — We  are  justified  in  giving 
local  manufacturers  s«ne  assistance.  They 
have  struggled  under  the  old  Tariff,  and  I 
have  previously  protepted  that  we  were  do- 
ing them  an  injustice.  I  hope  the  Go- 
vernment will  accept  the  comprc»nise  1  have 
suggested,  and  in  the  case  of  rock  drills 
impose  a  higher  duty  than  that  attaching 
to  the  other  machinery  and  appliances  in 
the  item. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (Wilmot)  [10.5].— I 
in^d  to  support  the  proposal  of  the  hon- 
orable member  fw  Newcastle.  Australian- 
made  rock  drills  are  sold  in  the  local  mar- 
ket at  a  cheaper  -rate  than  are  the  imported 
drills,  and,  that  being  so,  I  do  not  see 
why  anv  more  protection  is  required.  The 
Australian  consumptimi  of  rock  drills  is 
about  5  per  cent,  of  the  world's  consump- 
rioo,  and,  if  the  idea  of  imposing  a  duty 
is  to  compel  the  foreign  manufacturer  to 
establish  works  here,  I  do  not  think  it  will 
have  the  desired  effect.  To  make  it  worth 
while  for  a  foreign  maker  to  out  down  the 
necessary  expensive  plant  in  Australia, 
there  would  have  to  be  an  output  of  2,500 
drills  annually,  whereas  the  Australian 
consumption  is  about  400  or  500.  These 
facts  appeal  to  me  as  a  business  man,  and, 
in  mv  opinion,  the  duties  will  be  excessive 
if  thev  exceed  10  per  cent,  and  5  per  cent. 
The  Hollmann  drill  is  composed  of  very  fine 
material,  which  is  not  available  in  Austra- 
lia ;  and  which,  in  case  of  the  manufacture 
being  carried  on  here,  would  have  to  be  im- 
ported, thus  adding  to  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion. Nearly  every  part  of  this  drill  is 
protected  by  patent  rights;  and  therefore 
I  do  not  see  how<<any  goo^^^^^  from 
an  increased  duty,  unless  the  makers  are 
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compelled  to  put  down  a  plant  in  Austra- 
lia. The  great,  desideratum  in  mining  is 
cheapness  in  working ;  and,  notwithstand- 
ing what  so  great  an  authority  as  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Kooyong  has  said,  there 
are  many  propositions  in  Australia  which 
would  employ  thousands  of  men  if,  by 
means  of  scientific  improvement,  they  could 
gain  a  little  advantage  in  this  connexicHi. 
In  Western  Australia  there  are  maiiy  old 
mining  propositicxis  which,  with  a  little 
cheaper  working  ensured,  would  become 
good  going  concerns.  If  a  mine  be  shut 
down,  or  a  proposition  is  jwe^'ented  from 
maturing,  more  men  will  be  thrown  out  of 
employment  than  could  find  work  were  the 
whole  of  the  market  for  this  appliance 
confined  to  Australian  manufactures. 

Mr.  Chanter.  —  Does  the  hoiKwable 
member  think  that  a  small  duty  like  that 
proposed  would  cause  any  mine  to  shut 
down? 

Mr.  ATKINSON".— Such  a  duty  would 
not  affect  thcx'oughly  established  mines, 
but  there  are  many '  other  ventures  which 
are  cmly  waiting  for  improved  and  cheaper 
means  of  working  in  order  to  employ  thou- 
sands, who  would  be  consumers  of  the 
products  of  those  engaged  in  other  in- 
dustries. When  there  is  a  chance,  on  the 
one  hand,  of  injuring  a  great  industry, 
and,  on  the  other,  of  benefiting  only  a 
small  industry,  business  discretion  should 
be  used. 

Mr.  WATKINS  (Newcastle)  [lo.io].— 
When  I  submitted  the  amendment  I  was 
under  the  impression  that  rock-boring  ma- 
chines were  not  manufactured  here  to  any 
material  extent.  I  ha\-e  learned  since, 
however,  that  these  machines  are  made  and 
used  here  extensively,  and,  under  the  cir- 
cums'.ances,  I  should  not  care  to  put  them 
in  the  same  category  as  other  machines 
wliich  cannot  be  made  in  Australia.  With 
the  permission  of  the  Committee  I  should 
like  to  withdraw  my  amendment,  with  a 
view  to  separating  the  rock  drills  from 
the  other  appliances  in  the  item. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS  (Franklin)  [10.16]. 
If  we  do  not  deal  with  the  word  "  boring  " 
in  paragraph  a,  I  am  afraid  we  may  be 
preventeid  from  taking  an  effective  test 
vote  in  a  subsequent  paragraph ;  there  may 
be  a  technical  difference  between  "drill- 
ing" and  "boring."  I  do  not  dispute 
the  statement  that  drills  are  made  in  Aus- 
tralia ;  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Newcastle,  in  view  of  his  fresh*  informa- 
tion, is  perfectly  justified  in  seeking  to 
'ter  his  amendment   But,  with  the  wider 


experience  that  I  belie%'e  I  have  had  in 
OMinexion  with  these  matters,  I  am  cer- 
tainly not  convirKed  that  this  is  an  ap- 
pliance which  ought  to  be  used  as  a  means 
for  taxing  the  mining  mdustry.  Can  the 
Treasurer  tell  us  whether  the  withdrawal 
of  the  amendment  would  preA'ent  an  effec* 
tive  test  vote  being  taken  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [10.13], — I'  will  not  be  possible  by 
any  xunendment  moved  afterwards  to  sepa- 
rate the  two  if  the  word  "boring"  be  al- 
lowed to  remain. 

Mr.  Frazer. — The  wording  in  the  first 
line  of  paragraph  a  is  very  indefinite. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYKE.— It  is  intended 
to  include  the  whole  of  the  rock  drills ; 
and  it  would  not  be  possible,  without  .t 
recranmittal,  to  subsequently  test  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Then  the  test  vote  hacJ 
better  be  taken  on  a  proposal  to  leave  out 

the  word  "boring?" 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes. 

Mr.  Frazer.-  I  object  to  the  with- 
drawal of  the  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— There  being  an 
objection,  the  amendment  must  be  put. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [10.14]. 
— I  have  no  objection  to  facilitate  a 
straight  out  vote,  understanding  that  drills 
.will  be  dealt  with  in  a  separate  line.  I 
agree  to  the  elimination  of  the  wcwd  "bor- 
ing "  so  that  there  may  be  no  complica- 
tion. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [10.15]. — I  li^^^'S  no  desire  to  get 
into  a  cwnplication  over  this  item.  If 
the  word  '*  boring "  be  struck  out.  the 
tenor  of  the  whole  paragraph  will  be 
altered.  If  the  amendment  in  regard  to 
drills  is  not  carried  afterwards,  T  shall 
have  to  reccwomit  paragraph  a  for  the  pur- 
pose of  re-inserling  the  word. 

Mr.  Fraz£R. — The  Treasurer  is  at 
libertv  to  insert  any  additional  words  that 
may  be  necessary,  and  to  place  any  duty 
that  he  chooses  opposite  to  them, 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS  (Fraoklin)  [10.16]. 
— I  wish  to  point  out  to  the  Committee 
that  in  the  electorate  of  Darwin,  Tas- 
mania, there  are  enormous  mineral  propo- 
sitions which  are  just  below  a  remunera- 
tive workinfr  price.  If  these  could  be 
worked  with  the  aid  of  up-to-date  ma-" 
chirwry,  they  would  employ  thousands  of 
miners.  It  is  all  very  well  for  the  hon- 
orable member  far  Kooyong  to  urge  that 
the  difference  between  the  rates  of  duty 
proposed  will  not  affect  the  working  of  the 
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mines.  His  contention  is  perfojtly  accurate 
so  far  as  mines  like  those  of  Mount 
Mwgan,  Mount  Lyell,  and  Brc^n  Hill 
are  concerned.  But  there  are  many  smaller 
{Ht^KKitions  which  would  be  severely  han- 
dicapped if  we  imposed  a  duty  of  30  per 
cent,  upmi  rock-drills.  I  have  never  at- 
tempted to  decry  our  local  manufactures, 
and  I  do  not  say  that  the  drtUs  made  in 
the  Commonwealth  are  not  excellent  for 
some  purposes.  Roughly  speaking,  the 
price  of  the  imported  article  is  about  j^44, 
so  that  a  duty  of  30  per  cent,  would  be 
equivalent  to  about  £14.  That  is  the  in- 
creased amount  which  the  users  of  these 
machines  will  be  called  upon  to  pay  under 
the  Government  proposal.  The  locally 
tnanufactiired  drill  is  being  sold  to-day  for 
1^  than  is  the  imported  article.  It  is  the 
acme  of  atsurdity  for  honorable  members 
to  declare  that  men  will  purchase  the  im- 
ported in  preference  to  the  Australian  ar- 
ticle as  the  result  of  mere  prejudice. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  price  of  the  im- 
jjorted  machine  is  about  ^^27. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  hare  been  in- 
formed by  a  reliable  authority  that  it  is 
jC44.    But,  assuming  that  it  is  sC^J,  an 

valorem  rate  of  30  per  cent,  would  very 
nearly  enhance  its  cost  by  one-third.  The 
honorable  member  for  Batman  has  argued 
at  considerable  length  that  the  local  drill 
is  superior  to  the  imported  article.  If  that 
lie  so,  surely  there  is  no  justification  fot 
the  imposition  of  a  duty  of  30  per  cent. 

Mr.  Thouas. — If  the  local  article  is  a 
better  Mie,  why  is  it  not  exported? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  am  not  going 
to  say  a  word  against  the  Australian  ma- 
chine. For  certain  uork.  it  is  an  exceed- 
ingly good  one.  But  it  is  monstrous  to 
propose  that  the  price  of  the  article  should 
be  increased  by  30  per  cent. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [io.25].-^The 
honorable  member  for  Batman  apparently 
entertains  the  idea  that  the  supply  of  rock 
drills  is  practically  in  the  hands  of  an 
American  trust.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  50 
per  cent:  of  the  drills  imported  into  the 
Commonwealth  are  of  British  origin. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  American  trust 
maintains  large  and  expensi\'e  agencies 
here. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— But  English  firms  have 
already  secured  half  of  the  trade,  and  they 
ask  for  no  preference  as  against  the  trust. 
The  houM'able  monber  for  Batman  meri- 
timed  the  fact  that  a  shaft  had  been  sunk 
at  BendiRO  by  means  of  drills  of  Austra- 
lian   manufacture    at   a   cost    for  re- 


pairs of  only  IS.  per  foot.  I  may 
inform  him  that  at  .  the  Princess 
Royal  Mine,  Norsonan,  a  shaft  was 
sunk  several  hundred  feet  at  a  cost  for  re- 
pairs of  only  7d.  per  foot.  Tliese  figures, 
howe\'er,  con\e}-  nothing,  because  so  much 
depends  upon  the  character  of  the  ground. 
I  hope  that  the  Committee  will  vote  in 
favour  of  the  lower  duly. 

Mr.  WYNNE  (Balaclava)  [10.27].— I 
am  sorry  that  honorable  members  should 
have  spoken  disparagingly  of  the  locally 
manufactured  drill.  I  have  had  cwisider- 
able  experience  of  these  drilling  ooachines 
in  connexion  with  the  Long  Ttmnel  Con- 
pany,  at  Walhalla.  Ttwre  we  sank  a 
bhaft  2,800  feet  in  twenty  mcHiths,  The 
men  employed,  who  were  first-class  shaft 
sinkers,  sunk  as  mucb  as'  160  feet  per 
mcMith,  which,  I  think,  oxistitutes  a 
world's  record.  They  started  by  using 
Taylor-HOTsfield  drills.  They  were  al- 
lowed to  use  whatever  machines  they 
chose.  After  they  had  been  working  some 
time,  acting  on  the  advice  of  our  mining 
engineer,  we  substituted  American  drills. 
But  the  men  speedily  reverted  to  the  Aus- 
tralian machines.  The  fact  that  they 
sank  160  feet  per  month  through  granitic 
rock  is  convtncmg  testimony  of  the  value 
of  these  machines. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Why  do  people 
pay  more  for  the  imported  article  ? 

Mr.  WYNNE.— We  advertised  all  over 
Australia  for  expert  shaft  sinkers,  and  wc 
agreed  to  pay  them  a  bonus  for  ever)*  foot 
that  they  sank  in  excess  of  100  feet  per 
month.  We  were  only  too  pleased  to  do 
so.  When  the  locally  manufactured  drill 
can  accomplish  the  work  that  I  have  out- 
lined, no  complaint  can  be  urged  against 
it. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [10.29].— I 
do  not  think  it  is  a  question  of  which  is 
the  better  drill — ^tbe  imputed  or  the  Iccally- 
manufactured  article— so  much  as  it  is  one 
of  allowing  those  who  are  managing  our 
mines  to  say  what  tool  they  shall  use. 

Sir  John  Quick. — That  is  free-trade. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— It  is  not.  We  can 
only  judge  of  the  relative  merits  of  these 
machines  by  instituting  very  severe  tests 
over  long  periods.  That  a  te^t  has  been 
made  at  some  sports  counts  for  nothing. 
The  men  who  are  managing  the  biggest 
mines  in  Australia,  and  in  whom  the  share- 
holders and  directors  of  the  largest  mining 
OMnpaaies  have  confidence,  men  who  have 
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judge  of  its  merits.  I  do  not  say  that 
drills  should  be  admitted  free  of  duty.  It 
is  a  question  of  tools  of  trade  a^ain. 
Rock-drills  are  the  tools  of  trade  of  shaft- 
sinkers  and  miners.  Men  very  often  take 
ccxitiacts  to  do  work  of  this  kind  finding 
their  own  explosives  and  madiinoy.  If 
the  Australian  drill  is  so  much  better  than 
the  imported  drill,  why  has  it  not  posses- 
ion of  the  market,  seeing  that  it  costs  wily 
£2^  as  against  ^^34? 

Sir  John  QtJiCK. — It  has  possession  of 
the  market  in  Victoria,  vbe»  it  receives 
fair  play. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— Victoria  is  not  all  Aus- 
tralia. The  States  are  now  federated ; 
but  if  this  talk  of  Victcvia  being  all  Aus- 
tralia continues,  it  will  affect  their  good 
feeling  to  each  dthex.  Australia  is  a  very 
big  country,  and  cannot  be  governed 
wholly  in  acocvdance  with  the  views  of  the 
people  of  Melbourne  or  of  Bendigo.  Men 
whose  employers  consider  ihem  worth 
salaries  of  j[^^,ooo  or  ;^4,ooo  a  year  to 
manage  mines  should  be  the  most  capable 
judges  of  what  is  the  best  machinery 
to  use  in  those  mines.  The  talk 
we  have  heard  about  American  trusts 
has  no  weight  with  me,  because 
s(xne  of  the  best  drills  that  come  to 
this  country  are  British.  The  honorable 
member  ftx  Batman  proved  more  than  he 
intended  to  prove.  Statistics  show  that  Aus- 
tralia requires  500  new  rock  drills  annually, 
so  that  if  Victoria  had  the  whole  business 
of  manufacturing  drills,  the  work  would  not 
give  employment  to  500  persons  as  stated 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Batman ;  that 
would  be  only  one  drill  per  man  per  annum. 
The  hcmorable  member  for  Darling  bears 
me  out  in  the  contention  that  it  is  neces- 
sary that  the  big  mining  companies,  such 
as  the  Great  Comr  Company,  should  have 
up-to-date  machiimy,  and  should  Le  al- 
lowed to  say  what  machinery  is  best  for 
their  purposes.  A  drill  which  might  suit 
one  kind  of  rock  might  not  suit  another. 
We  have  listened  to  a  great  many  so- 
called  experts  to-night ;  but  I  claim  to 
have  some  knowledge  of  this  subject,  be- 
cause I  have  driven  underground,  through 
haiJ  rock — bluestone  and  granite — for  a 
length  of  half  a  mile  at  a  time,  and 
I  know  that  a  drill  which  will  do  good 
work  in  one  shaft  or  tunnel  may  not  do 
good  work  in  anotter.  Any  one  who 
knows  anything  about  rock  drilling  will 
support  that  statement.  Indeed,  men  who 
have  been  aocustcMned  to  deal  with  one  par- 
ticular kind  of  rock,  if  taken  to  another 


place  where  the  rock  is  different,  and  given 
the  drill  to  which  they  are  used,  will  often 
prove  practically  useless,  and  their  drills,, 
too.  The  honorable  member  ios  Bendigo 
says  that  the  drills  which  he  mentioned 
have  been  used  at  the  Queensland  Menzies 
mine,  at  Bayley's  mine,  and  at  one  or  two 
othCTS,  all  of  whk:h  are  now  closed. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Was  the  closing  of  those 
mines  the  result  of  using  the  particular 
drills  referred  to? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— I  cannot  say.  Hon- 
orable members  must  draw  their  own  con- 
clusions. No  doubt  the  drills  have  been 
used  in  mines  whkrh  are  still  at  work,  and 
are  doing  well ;  but  the  fact  that  tbey  have 
t)een  used  in  mines  whidi  are  now  closed, 
does  not  show  them  to  be  any  better  than 
other  drills.  Had  they  proved  so  good  as 
to  be  able  to  keep  the  mines  going,  there 
would  have  been  something  to  say  for 
them.  H<xiorable  members  have  a  great 
deal  to  say  of  that  small  porticm  of  Aus- 
tralia called  Victoria,  and  of  the  little 
hit  of  mining  which  goes  on  here.  But 
they  forget  that  nowadays  Western  Aus- 
tralia produces  more  gold  per  annum  than 
all  the  other  States  put  together. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Victoria  has  been  in 
that  position. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— I  am  not  now  dealing 
with  "  has-beens.*'  Seeing  that  Western 
Australia  now  produces  more  gold  than  all 
the  other  States  of  the  Commonwealth  put 
together,  she  should  be  allowed  a  voice  in 
choosing  what  tools  shall  be  used  in  her 
mines.  If  Victoria,  considering  the  small 
amount  of  gold  she  produces,  were  allowed 
to  dictate  to  Western  Australia  in  this 
matter,  it  would  be  a  case  of  the  tail 
wagging  the  dog.  The  tail  should  wait 
until  the  dog  wags  it,  and  Western  Aus- 
tralia is  certainly  the  dog  so  far  as  mining 
goes.  I  do  not  ask  that  rock  drills  be 
treated  differently  from  other  tools  of 
trade,  or  that  they  be  admitted  free  to  the 
detriment  of  local  manufactin^rs.  But  the 
proposed  rates  of  duty  are  unreasonablv 
high.  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  a  dutv  of 
IS  P^r  cent. 

Mr.  THOMAS  (Barrier)  [10.41].— I 
should  like  to  know  what  rates  the  Govern- 
ment reailv  propose  to  agree  to  in  con- 
nexion with  this  item? 

Sir  William  Lyke. — I  do  not  ask  for 
more  than  25  and  20  per  c»nt.,  the  rates 
which  have  been  fixed  for  other  similar 
items. 


Mr.  THOMAS.— I  thi 
rates  are  too  high'.'  ^  '^^^ 
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Sir  WiLUAX  Lyme. — ^There  must  be 
uniformity. 

Mr.  THOMAS. — Ore  dressing  ma- 
chinery and  appliances  for  smelting,  leach- 
ing, and  metal  refining  are  of  as  much 
importance  to  the  mining  industry  as  are 
rock  drills,  and  if  the  Minister  was  pre- 
pared to  make  all  this  machinery  dutiable 
Lit  20  and  15  per  cent.,  I  would  su|^>ort 
the  proposal ;  but  if  the  Treasurer  insists 
<-n  duties  of  25  and  20  per  cent,  I  shall 
not  hesitate  to  attempt  to  have  rock  drills 
made  free,  or  dutiable  at  a  mudi  lower 
rate. 

Sir  John  Fobxest. — All  other  tools  of 
(rade  are  dutiable  at  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— That  would  be  a  fairer 
rate.  No  doubt,  rock  drills  can  be  made 
in  Australia.  Whether  the)-  are  as  good 
as  imported  drills  is  for  those  concerned 
to  say ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  they  can 
be  as  good,  because  I  have  not  heard  of 
them  being  exported,  and  when  muiufac- 
turers  are  making  a  better  article  than  is 
be^T^^  turned  out  by  others  in  the  same 
line,  they  can  alwavs  sell  it,  either  in 
or  out  of  ^stralia.  Take,  for  instance, 
harvesters.  I  understand  that  a  large 
mimba-  of  these  madiines  are  exported  to 
Argentine.  That,  to  my  mind,  shows  very 
condusively  that  when  the  Australian  har- 
vester comes  into  competition  with  harves- 
ters of  the  world  in  other  markets, 
it  is  able  to  hold  its  own.  The 
same  thing  would  apply  to  the  rock 
drills.  If,  as  the  honwable  member 
for  Balaclava  has  stated,  the  Australian 
rock  drills  are  better  than  the  imported  ar- 
ticle, I  cannot  understand  why  there  is  not 
a  foreign  market  as  well  as  a  home  market 
for  them.  I  am  prepared  to  give  a  rea- 
sonable duty  to  the  nuJcns  of  rock  drills  to 
see  if  they  cannot  in  time  compete  with  the 
in^rted  articles.  At  the  same  time,  I 
tfauik  that  duties  of  30  and  25  per  cent, 
are  too  high. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Let  us  impose  duties 
of  25  at»d  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  THOMAS.  .—  Those  rates  are,  I 
think,  too  high.  Originally  the  Minister 
asked  for  duties  of  30  and  25  per  cent,  not 
oolv  on  rock  drills,  but  also  on  the  other 
articles  included  in  this  item.  He  has 
a  majority  at  his  back,  and  it  may  be  that 
if  he  attempts  to  carry  his  new  proposal  to 
lery  duties  of  25  and  20  per  cent,  on  all 
these  articles  he  will  win.  But  we  may 
be  able  to  carry*  an  am«idment  against  him 
so  far  as  rock  drills  are  coooemed.  In 
that  event  I  would  vote  for  rock  drills  to 


be  made  free,  but  I  would  prefer  that  all 
the  articles  in  the  item  iiiould  be  duti- 
able at  20  and  15  per  cent,  respectively, 
because  there  are  otho-  things  which  are  as 
helpful  to  the  mining  industry  as  are  rock 
drills.  I  realize  that  it  is  one  of  the 
greatest  industries  in  Australia.  If  hon- 
orable members  cripple  the  mining  and  pas- 
toral industries,  what  will  be  left?  Those 
^reat  industries  certainly  maintain  the  other 
mdustries.  Anything  which  honorable 
members  can  do  to  help  the  mining  indus- 
try will  be  to  the  advantage  of  Australia 
generally,  because,  I  venture  to  say,  that 
there  is  no  industry  whidi  finds  sudi  diver- 
sified employment  for  people  as  it  does. 
Not  (xily  does  a  mine  find  work  for  Ibe 
miner,  but  it  also  finds  woric  for  an  engi- 
neer apd  a  carpenter  on  the  spot,  besides 
providing  emplojment  for  engineers,  car- 
penters and  other  artisans  elsewhere.  It 
also  keeps  stores  going.  With  two  or 
three  mines  in  a  locality,  a  township  gene- 
rally springs  up. 

Sir  John  Forrest.  —  With  one  mine 
sometimes. 

Mr.  THOMAS.  —  Certainly,  one  good 
mine  will  cause  a  township  to  spring  up.  I 
think  that  honorable  members  should  hesi- 
tate before  they  imnecessarily  handicap  the 
niining  industnr. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN  (Indi)  [10.49]. 
— The  discussion  oa  this  item  has  centred 
round  the  quality  of  rock  drills  and  their 
relative  prices.  'The  price  of  the  imported 
article  is  about  25  per  cent,  more  than  that 
of  the  locally-made  article,  and  the  latter 
has  had  the  benefit  of  a  protective  duty  cf 
12J  per  cent. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Under  the  old  Tariff 
rock  drills  came  in  free. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN.~If  they  did 
that  only  strengthens  the  argument  I  pro- 
pose to  use.  I  am  connected  with  two 
nnall  mines.  We  purchased  seven  or  eight 
Taylor-Horsfield  rock  drills,  with  which 
we  have  been  well  pleased.  Evidently 
these  rock  drills  have  established  a  market. 
Some  conflicting  statements  have  been 
made.  The  honwable  member  for  Ben- 
digo  has  quoted  stMne  testimonials  which 
were  given  ^fore  the  mines  in  which  the 
rock  drills  were  used  were  shut  down: 
but  the  honor^e  member  for  Balaclava 
has  quoted  a  very  good  testimonial,  and 
it  is  confirmed  by  my  own  experience,  be- 
cause in  the  small  mines  I  have  alluded 
to  we  have  done  some  wonderful  driving 
work.  If  the  locally-made  rock  drill  has 
been  able  to  hold  its  own,  as  it  has  done. 
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an  import  duty  of  30  per  cent,  is  exces- 
sive. Under  the  old  Tariff  the  origmal 
duty  on  nearly  all  mining  requirements 
was  12}  per  cent.  But  under  this  Tariff, 
in  almost  every  instance,  the  Government 
have-  proposed  duties  of  25  and  30 
per  cent.,  and  it  has  only  been  after 
a  very  heavy  struggle  that  we  have  been 
able  to  secure  some  reductiOT  in  the  rates. 
It  has  been  truly  said  by  hcwiorable  mem- 
bers that  the  mining  industry  is  a  great 
one.  In  my  electorate  it  has  kept  two  or 
three  townships  going.  Surely  it  is  only 
fair  to  assume  that  the  increased  duties 
are  likely  to  do  ccMisiderable  injury.  The 
honorable  member  for  Bendigo  did  not 
tell  everything  in  connexion  with  the 
locally-made  rock  drill.  I  am  informed  that 
about  three  years  ago  a  trial  took  place 
between  the  imported  HoUmann  machine 
ahd  the  locally-made  machine,  that  the 
whole  of  the  mining  managers  of  Ben- 
digo gave  the  palm  to  the  fwrner;  and 
that  it  is  being  used  by  tfie  bulk  of  the 
mines  in  Bendieo. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Is  that  not  very 
disloyal  to  their  own  State? 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN.— I  cannot  help 
that.    I  am  dealing  with  a  proposal  of  the 
Treasurer  which,  if  carried,  will  involve 
a  huge  additional  expenditure    in  con- 
nexion with  ttife  mining  industry.  The 
other  night  the   honorable    member  for 
kooyong  stated  that  the  increased  duties 
on  minmg  machinery  meant  an  immediate 
additional  cost  of  nearlv  ^£250, 000  to  the 
mines  throughout  the  Commonwealth.  I 
also  have  been  informed  on  reliable  au- 
thority that  the  increased  duties  will  cause 
a  very  considerable  increase  in  the  expen- 
diture' on  those  mines.    For  instance,  a 
duty  of  30  per  c«it.  on  500  rock  drills 
vould  realize  about  ;^30,ooo.     What  is 
the  use  of  building  up  an  Industry  and 
then  crushing  it  ou'  of  existence?    I  know 
that  in  this  very  city  the  interests  in  con- 
nexion with  mining  companies    are  so 
great  that  they  have  almost    created  a 
slight  financial  paralysis.    If  we  keep  cm 
increasing  the  duties  on  item  after  item, 
what  will  be  the  result?    It  is  all  very 
well  for  some  honorable  menufcers  to  say 
that  the  Government  are  proposing  an  in- 
crease of  only  ^\  or  10  or  15  per  cent., 
as  compared  with  the  duty  under  the  old 
TariflF.    But  if  we  impose  an  increased 
dutv  on  e\'ery  one  of  nearly  600  itons,  we 
shall  impose'  upon  the  people  a  burden 
which  they  cannot  afford  to  bear.  T  recog- 
nise that  we  must  have  increased  duties. 


But  suppose,  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
that  the  duty  on  a  mining  requirement 
was  12%  per  cent,  und^  the  old  Tariff. 
Surely  an  increase  to  20  per  cent,  is  fair, 
and  an  increase  to  30  per  cait.  unfair. 
When  a  locally-made  piece  of  machinery 
can  be  sold  at  25  per  cent,  less  than  the 
cost  of  the  imported  article,  honor- 
able members  should  hesitate  be- 
fore they  impose  an  excessive  duty. 
I  recognise  that  it  is  no  use  trying  to  get 
the  duty  down  to  what  I  consider  would 
be  a  fair  rate.  As  the  industry  for  which 
the  duty  is  proposed  is  a  going  concern, 
there  is  no  need  for  it  to  m  |Kt^ped  up 
and  buttressed.  Surely  a  going  conrern 
does  not  require  more  than  a  reascxiable 
duty.  In  this  instance  the  old  story  of 
protection  cheapening  the  article  is 'not 
a  factor  in  determining  the  issue.  The 
Govemmoit  Whip  sits  at  the  table  white 
this  debate  is  going  mi,  and  takes  more  re- 
sponsibility on  his  shoulders  than  do  Min- 
isters themselves.  When  an  honorable 
member  is  endeavouring  to  speak  intelli- 
gently to  the  subject,  nothing  but  talk  goes 
on  between  that  honwable  member,  who 
ought  to  be  sitting  on  one  of  the  back 
benches,  and  the  Minister.  He  interjects 
frequently  in  an  impertinent  manner,  and 
is  constantly  in  evidence  when  he  slmuld 
be  behind  the  scenes.  Every  hmnabJe 
member  has  a  rig^it  to  express  his  opinion, 
and  it  is  not  my  fault  that  I  have  to  speak 
at  five  minutes  to  ii  o'clock. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  do  not  think  that 
it  is  anybody  else's  fault. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN.— I  am  accus- 
tomed to  dealing  with  matters  on  business 
principles.  I  have  been  a  business  man  all 
my  life.  What  little  standing  I  have  in 
the  community  is  due  to  the  consistent  fol- 
lowing of  Uisiness  principles.  I  have 
never  in  my  life  seen  such  indifferent  busi- 
ness methods  pursued  as  have  been  fol- 
lowed sin<%  I  have  been  a  member  of  the 
Fedwal  Parliament 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  is  not  addressing  himself  to  the 
question. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN.— When  the 
Minister  interjects  in  reply  to  my  argu- 
ments, I  venture  to  say  that  I  have  a  right 
to  reply  to  him. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  Interjections  are 
disorderly,  and  the  honor^le  memb«' 
should  not  replv  to  them. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN— The  Minister 
is  the  man  who  ought  to  br&Ued(*4<order. 
We  have  heard  a  ^^m^J^lSft^rela- 
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tive  qualities  of  machinery.  Many  names 
have  been  mentioned.  Some  of  them  are 
household  words.  I  have  heard  mentioned 
the  names  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Nichol- 
son, and  others  who  acquired  their  know- 
ledge of  mining  in  Victoria.  Some  of 
them  were  bocn  and  bred  in  this  State, 
and  went  away  frona  here  biased  in  favour 
of  everything  Victorian.  When  they  have 
had  to  give  up  the  use  of  the  locally-made 
machines  and  to  adopt  the  imported  article, 
I  say  that  this  Committee  ought  to  hesi- 
tate before  it  consents  to  add  duty  upon 
duty  against  an  industry  which,  in  many 
instances,  I  can  say  to  my  own  personal 
knowledge,  cannot  afford  to  bear  these  in- 
-creased  Iwrdens,  I  trust  that  the  Trea- 
surer will  review  the  position,  and  will 
adopt  the  conclusion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Barrier,  who  has  urged  that 
duties  of  15  per  cent,  and  20  per  cent, 
should  be  adopted.  I  shall  suj^rt  those 
duties. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan)  [ii.o]. 
— I  do  not  desire  to  compare  the  respective 
qualities  of  impwted  and  locally-manufac- 
tured machines.  But  we  have  alreadv  ap- 
IM'o\-ed  of  duties  on  machine  tools  at  15 
per  cent,  in  both  columns.  I  cannot  see 
why,  if  a  duty  of  15  per  cent,  is  sufficient 
in  the  case  of  other  machine  tools,  the 
same  duty  should  not  be  adopted  as  apply- 
ing to  the  machine  tools  of  the  mining  in- 
dustry. We  shall  not  be  acting  consistentlv 
hy  doing  so.  It  will  not  be  defensible  to 
vote  lesser  duties  in  the  case  of  industries 
of  minor  importance  than  we  vote  on  ac- 
count of  this  immense  industry.  If  we  are 
to  act  consistentlv.  we  should  agree  to  a 
dutv  of  I  ^  per  cent,  in  both  columns. 

Mr.  StORRER  (Bass)  [11. 2].— Like  the 
honorable  member  for  Indi,  I  am  a  business 
man,  and  want  to  get  to  business  on  this 
matter.  In  my  opinion,  we  should  vote 
duties  of  20  per  cent,  and  15  per  cent, 
as  to  paragraphs  a.  b,  and  c,  and  of  15 
per  rent,  in  both  columns  as  to  the  proposed 
paragraph  d. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Will  the  Minister 
agree  to  that? 

Sir  William  Lyme. — ^No;  I  will  not. 

Mr.  STORRER.— Then  it  will  lie  for 
the  cnaiority  of  the  Committee  to  decide. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  do  not  see  whv 
the  duties  should  not  be  25  per  cent,  .nnd 
20  per  cent. 

Mr.  STORRER.~We  may  all  have  our 
own  opinions,  but  it  \vill  be  for  the  m.i- 
jority  to  decide,  and  the  sooner  we  come 
to  a  division  the  better. 


Mr.  FOSTER  (New  England)  [11.4].— 
I  hope  that  the.  Government  will  retain 
the  25  per  cent,  duty  for  the  item  generally, 
but  will,  in  regard  to  rock  drills,  make 
the  duties  20  per  cent,  and  15  per  cent.  Ii 
is  unnecessary  to  "reiterate  ad  nauseam 
tlie  arguments  in  favour  of  different  treat- 
ment for  rock  drills.  I  am  not  an  alarmist, 
like  the  honorable  member  for  Indi.  Listen- 
ing to  his  remarks,  one  might  think  that  tht- 
whole  mining  industry  would  be  killed 
if  we  did  not  allow  rock  drills  to  come  ir 
free;  but  I  have  more  faith  in  the  mining 
industry  than  to  think  that.  This  is  onl> 
a  very  small  item,  but  I  justify  the  position 
that  I  take  up  on  the  ground  that  other 
tools  of  trade  have  been  made  dutiable 
at  onlv  15  per  cent. 

Mr.'  KING  O'MALLKV  (Darwin^ 
[11. 7]. — Listening  to  the  speech  delivered 
h\  tite  iionorable  member  for  Indi  one 
wojld  think  that  it  wa*  a  wail  from  the 
grave  cf  Scl  'mon,  and  that  the  whole 
muntry  was  going  to  old  night  and  chaos 
if  we  d'd  not  have  absolute  free  trade. 

Mr.  TiLLEV  Brown. — Nonsense. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEV.-For  what 
else  does  the  honorable  member  ask  ?  What 
is  the  use  of  protection  that  is  no  protec- 
tion? A  dutv  of  15  or  20  per  cent,  would 
afToril  no  real  protection  to  the  industry. 
I  trust  that  the  Treasurer  will  not  sur- 
render; that  if  he  wishes  to  make  this 
industrv  scmiething'that  will  be  of  benefit 
to  the  country  he  will  stand  on  the  rock, 
and,  it"  he  is  to  be  defeated,  will  go  down 
with  the  flag  of  democracy  and  protection 
living  over  him. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[11.9]. — I  should  like  to  know  how  far  the 
Trf-n^iirer  intends  to  go  to-night? 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  intend  to  ask  the 
Committee  to  dis|x>se  of  the  items  relating 
10  electrical  machinery  before  we  adjourn. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.-That  is  prac- 
lically  an  announcement  that  we  are  to  sit 
far  into  the  night. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— I  think  ^o^ 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  tomplicaied 
proposals  immediately  following  the  item 
row  under  consideration  cannot  be  disposed 
(if  in  a  short  time. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Let  us  take  a  \ote 
cn  this  item. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Mv  honorable 
friend  who  has  made  about  four  speeches 
to-night  begins  to  interject  as  soon  as  I 
rise.  I  wish  to  make  one  or  two  obsena- 
tions  concerning  the  Chairaian  ofithe  Tariff 
Commission.  vdi^izha^'ibe^OiH^  two 
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days  purpcffting  to  give  us  infonnaticwi  from 
the  reports  furnished  for  the  guidance  of 
honorable  members.  I  very  much  regret 
that  the  honorable  member  appears  to  me 
to  speaJc  always  as  the  pr<^ectionist  pro- 
pagandist of  this  House,  and  not  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Commission. 

Mr.  Sampson. — He  speaks  in  support  of 
the  reports  that  he  has  signed. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— He  does;  but 
he  quotes  onlv  the  evidence  of  interested 
individuals.  On  no  occasion  has  he  made 
allusion  to  any  statement  made  contrary  to 
his  views.  In  quoting  from  the  reports 
of  the  protectionist  section  of  the  Ccnnmis- 
sion  he  has  invariably  singled  out  the  state- 
ment of  an  interested  manufacturer  who 
intimated  that  he  could  do  this  or  that  if 
he  had  certain  duties.  Would  he  accept 
such  evidence  in  a  Court  of  law  ?  He 
knows  that  outside  the  Tariff  Commission  it 
is  not  worth  a  snap  of  the  fingers.  It  is 
about  time  that  we  had  less  of  in- 
terested evidence  quoted  fr<»u  the  reports, 
and  more  of  the  evidence  as  it  appears 
fairly  in  them. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Can  the  hcmorable 
member  quote  any  adverse  evidence  about 
rock  drills? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— An  abundance 
of  evidence  on  the  other  side  has  beoi 
quoted  during  the  debate.  Is  the  honor- 
able member  unaware  of  that  evidence? 
Did  the  Commissiwi  fake  evidence  from 
only  a  few  interested  manufacturers  ?  If 
so,  what  are  the  reports  worth?  I  do  not 
regard  the  evidence  of  one  or  two  inter- 
ested manufacturers  as  of  conclusive  value 
in  determining  this  question.  Were  no 
mining  managers  examined? 

Sir  John  Quick. — -The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Darling  has  quoted  the  opinicns 
expressed  by  mining  managers. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS.  —  Why  did  not  the 
honnrable  member  for  Bendigo  do  so? 

Sir  John  Quick.— It  is  not  my  duty  to 
help  the  other  side. 

"Six.  Storrer. — I  should  like  to  know, 
Mr.  Chairman,  whether  the  question  be- 
fore the  Chair  is  the  attitude  of  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Tariff  Commission? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  not  dis- 
aissing  the  Chairman  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission ;  I  am  merely  making  an  allusion  to 
his  readings  during  the  last  two  days  from 
the  reports  of  the  protectionist  section  of 
the  Commission.  I  have  done  with  the 
matter;  but  I  think  it  a  pity  that  the  other 
side  in  this  and  mnny  other  cases  has  not 
'f  *'n  presented.     I  could  understand  the 


honorable  member  for  Batman  brii^;ing  his 
t»ief  into  the  House  and  readinf^  it  with 
gusto,  as  he  always  does,  but  we  expect  a 
little  mcnre  from  a  man  of  the  stand- 
ing of  the  honoraUe  member  for  Bendigo, 
having  regard  more  particularly  to  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  position. which  he  lately 
held.  What  are  the  facts  in  regard  to 
this  item  ?  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  an  ex- 
pert on  rock  drills,  but  I  have  listened  to 
the  debate  with  a  keen  desire  to  understand 
the  rights  and  wrongs  of  the  question.  I 
confess  that  the  discussicm  has  left  me  per- 
plexed and  puzzled.  I  am  perfectly  satis- 
fied that  good  machinery  can  be  made  in 
Australia,  and  th^  the  rock  drills  made  ui 
this  State  are  excellent  of  their  kind.  But 
the  point  which  has  been  borne  upon  my 
mind  is  that  those  drills  do  not  work 
equally  well  in  every  class  of  country. 
That  is  plain  to  any  one  who  has  listraed  to 
■  the  conflicting  statements  made  during  the 
debate.  Whilst  they  may  have  performed 
the  boring  feat  to  which  the  honorable 
member  for  Balaclava  has  referred,  it  does 
not  follow  that  they  would  do  equally  good 
work  in  the  rocks  of  Western  Australia  and 
elsewhere.  I  should  like  to  know  whether 
the  honorable  member  f<x  Kooyong  and 
that  huge  company  with  which  he  is  M> 
honorably  connected — and  which  is  so  well 
conducted — are  in  the  haUt  of  buying  im- 
ported machines,  when  they  can  obtain  bet- 
ter ones  locally-made,  at  a  cheaper  rate. 

Mr.  Knox. — We  also  use  some  of  the 
Bendigo  drills. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— A  statement  was 
made  to-night  that  tenders  were  called  by  a 
Broken  Hill  Company  for  boring  macMn- 
ery,  and  that  it  paid  a  larger  price  for  an 
imported  machine  than  was  quoted  for  a 
local  production.  I  appr^»id  that  they 
treated  that  tender  on  pure  business  lines, 
and  there  must,  therefore,  be  some  prefer- 
ence in  the  minds  of  practical  men  en- 
gaged in  the  mining  industry  for  these 
imported  drills  for  certain  purposes.  All 
the  statements  to  the  contrary  do  not  tend 
to  clear  up  the  matter.  The  honorable 
member  for  Batman  might  say  that  the 
locally-made  machines  (k>  their  work  at 
a  cost  of  IS.  per  foot;  but  he  is  met 
the  honorable  member  for  Darling,  who 
says  that  the  imported  madiine  does  the 
work  at  7d.  per  foot.  We  must  have  some 
more  reliable  authority;  and  listening  to' 
the  conflicting  statements  which  have  been 
made,  I  prefer  to  accept  those  made  by 
m«i  responsible  for  the  cond^:t  of  mining 
operations,   the  exi^^f^e^tg^t^gXJg^Qprs 
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of  Australia,  who.  I  belie\-e.  if  they  have  a 
]}iejudice  at  all,  would  favour  the  produc- 
tioiu  of  the  country  in  which  they  have 
heat  trained  and  recnved  their  experience. 
These  gentlanen  declare  that  so  far  as 
mining  in  Western  Australia  is  concerned, 
they  must  have  these  impcwted  rock  drills. 

Mr.  WISE  (Gippsland)  [ri.17].— A 
most  unfair  and  improper  attack  has  been 
made  on  the  honorable  member  for  "Ben- 
diga  to-night  by  the  honwable  member  for 
Parramatta.  For  many  weeks  protectionist 
members  of  the  Committee,  who  had  a 
right  to  look  to  the  protecticHiist  section  of 
tM  Tariff  Coaunission  iat  asnstance  and 
guidaiKe  in  these  matters,  have  been  de- 
prived of  any  assistance  whatever  by  rea- 
son of  the  illness  and  absence  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Bendigo  ifrom  this 
chamber. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Honorable  members 
have  had  the  reports;  could  they  not  read 
them? 

Mr.  WISE. — I  do  not  suppose  the  hon- 
orable member  has  read  them. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — have  read  sufficient 
of  tfiem  to  know  that  many  of  the  con- 
clusions of  the  pTOtectioniat  section  oi  the 
Commissiixi  are  unwarranted. 

Mr.  WISE.— We  have  not  had  a  mem- 
ber of  the  protectionist  section   of  the 
Commission  in  the  chamber   during  all 
these  weeks,  but  we  have  had  thnist  down 
our  throats  page  after  page  of  the  reports 
of  the  free-trade  section  of  the  COTimis- 
sion  by  the  honorable  members  for  Ilia- 
varra  and  Po-th,  who  were  members  of 
that  section.    Thev  have  given  us  nothing 
but  free-trade  evidence  and  conclusions, 
and  now,  because  we  are  at  last  getting 
some  little  assistaiwe  fnrni  the  Chairman 
of  the  Tariff  Commissi^,  who  was  one 
of  the  protectionist  members  of  the  Com- 
mission, and  was  selected  to  be  a  member 
of  the  Commission  because  he  was  a  pro- 
tectionist, we  have  a  member  of  the  Free- 
trade  party  denouncing  the  action  of  the 
honorable  member,  and  reminding  him  th.nt 
he  occupies  a  judicial  positiwi.   Such  was 
not  his  position.    We   know   very  well 
that  the  members  of  the  Commission  were 
appmnted  because  of  the  fiscal  views  thev 
were  known  to  tu^d.    and    they  have 
presented  two  sets  of  report;  in  accord- 
ance with  those  views.   We  could  only  ex- 
pect from  either  section  of  Ae  Commis- 
sion conclusions  representing    their  par- 
tKular  views.    In  the  circumstarxxs,  I 
think  the  attack  made  upon  tiie  honorable 
member  for  Bendigo  was  improper  and 


nxist  unfair.  On  the  question  of  rock 
drills  we  have  had  many  statements  made 
by  different  numbers  as  to  what  smne  one 
else  told  thon,  but  we  had  one  very  prac- 
tical piece  of  evidence  in  the  shOTt  and 
pithy  speech  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Balaclava,  who,  as  a  direaor  of  a  mining 
company  by  whom  various  drills  were 
tried  

Mr.  Atkinson. — Only  American  and 
Australian.  The  honorable  member  never 
said  anything  about  English  drills,  al- 
though I  aslwd  him  thp  question. 

Mr.  WISE.— The  honorable  member 
for  Wilroot  knows  nothing  about  drills. 
Where  protecticm  is  concerned,  the  only 
thing  the  honorable  member  knows  is 
potatoes. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — I  object  to  that  state- 
ment. I  have  heard  it  so  often  in  this 
chamber  that  it  has  beonne  offensive  to 
me. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  am  quite  sure 
the  htxiorable  member  for  G  t ppsl  and , 
when  he  learns  that  he  has  said  something 
offensive  to  the  honorable  member,  will 
withdraw  it 

Mr.  WISE.— Very  well;  if  my  remark, 
that  where  protection  is  concerned  the  only 
thing  the  honorable  member  knows  is  pota- 
toes be  regarded  as  offensive,  I  will  say  that 
the  h(xiorable  member  knows  nothing  about 
potatoes.  The  honorable  member  for 
Balaclava  gave  us  his  experience  as  a 'di- 
rector of  a  mining  company  in  connexion 
with  the  sinking  of  the  great  incline  shaft 
at  the  Long  Tunnel,  at  Walhalla.  He  has 
told  us  that  the  staff  employed  to  carry  out 
that  work  was  advertised  for  and  collected 
frtxn  all  parts  of  Australia,  and  these  are 
the  men  who  selected  the  Australian  drill's 
for  the  work  in  preference  to  the  other 
drills  given  the- t  to  use.  That  is  practical 
evidence  whio'  comes  nearer  home  to  the 
(juestion  tha""  ^y  other  evidence  submitted 
to  the  Committee  this  evening.  Like  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta,  I 
know  nothing  of  the  subject  l>eyond  what 
I  have  heard,  but  the  evidence  to  which 
I  have  just  referred  weighs  heavily  with 
me.  So  far  as  protectionists  are  concerned 
I  claim  in  this  connexion  the  vote  of  many 
protectionists  in  this  chamb.  r.  When  we 
have  honorable  members  like  the  honorable 
member  for  Indi,  who  ccmtinually  gets 
up  here  

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order.   The  hon- 
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Mr.  WISE. — I  am  claiming  the  vote  ot 
the  honorable  member  for  Indi,  who  flouts 
honorable  members  cm  this  side  and  talks 
of  his  business  capability,  and  of  the  dis- 
graceful way  in  which  ^  business  of  the 
Committee  is  being  carried  on. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — I  said  nothing  of 
the  kind.  The  honorable  member  is  telling; 
an  untruth. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order.  The  hon- 
orable member  must  withdraw  that  remark. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — I  do.  I  said  it  on 
purpose  to  be  able  to  withdraw  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber should  withdraw  the  remark  unre- 
servedly. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — Honorable  mem* 
bers  should  not  make  these  statements. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Older. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  WISE.— I  do  not  care  to  make 
statements  which  I  cannot  justify.  I  ex- 
pected that  the  honorable  member  for  Indi 
would  be  one  of  those  who  would  give  a 
solid  \'ote  for  projection  in  this  House. 

Mr.  TiLLEV  Brown. — So  I  have  done. 

Mr.  WISE.— And  would  follow  the  re- 
cwnmendations  of  the  protectionist  section 
of  the  Tariff  Commission.  On  the  24th 
of  November  last,  he  is  reported  

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order.  I  do  not 
see  how  the  hcHiorable  member  is  ^oing  to 
connect  this  matter  with  rock  drills.  If 
I  permit  him  to  follow  that  line  of  argu- 
ment, I  cannot  prevent  a  reply  and  a 
general  discussion  on  the  same  lines. 

Mr.  WISE. — I  am  satisfied  that  nothing 
I  propose  to  quote  from  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Indi  would  en- 
able him  to  continue  the  discussion  by 
quoting  anything  against  me. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— That  might  be  so, 
but  I  point  out  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Indi  might  try  to  disprove  the  state- 
ments attributed  to  him,  and  an  endless  dis- 
cussion might  arise  as  to  what  various  hon- 
orable members  have  said. 

Mr.  WISE. — If  we  are  not  allowed  to 
refer  to  the  platform  utterances  upon  which 
hoiorable  members  secured  an  entrance  into 
this  chamber,  and  to  claim  that  they  shoulil 
vote  in  accordance  with  those  utterances, 
a  very  great  deal  of  the  criticism  we  hear 
in  this  chamber  must  be  ruled  out  of 
order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther on  the  platform  the  honorable  member 
for  Indi  said  he  was  or  was  not  a  prote,^- 
tionist,  but  while  the  hmorable  member 
would  be  justified  in  making  an  incidental 


reference  to  the  utterances  of  the  honor- 
able member,  I  think  that  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  show  that  he  had  rock  drills  in  mind 
at  the  time  those  utterances  were  made. 

Mr.  WISE. — The  honorable  member 
made  a  general  statement  that  he  advo- 
cated the  enf<»cement  of  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Tariff  Commisskm,  and  we 
are  now  dealing  with  one  of  them.  He 
said  further  that  the  Age  had  stated  that 
he  was  a  free-trader,  a  statement  which  he 
wished  to  deny. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order.  The  hon- 
orable member  will  be  out  of  order  in 
continuing  that  line  of  argument,  and  I 
ask  him  not  to  persist. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — If  I  might  be 
permitted  to  say  so,  I  would  prefer  that 
the  hcmorable  member  should  be  allowed 
to  read  what  he  proposes  to  read,  because 
we  can  then  put  the  pin  in  and  prick  the 
bubble. 

Mr.  WISE.— It  would  take  a  great  deal 
to  prick  the  bubble.  It  is  a  very  solid  tme. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Will  the  honorable 
member  in  all  fairness  say  u-hat  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  A  section  of  the  Tariff 
Commission  is  on  rock  boring  machines? 

Mr.  WISE.— On  the  item  that  covers 
those  machines. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — On  rock  lx»-ing 
machinery.  Let  the  hcMx>rable  gentleman 
tell  us  what  they  recommend. 

Mr.  WISE.— If  the  honorable  member 
foe  Indi  will  say  that  he  meant 
that  he  would  follow  the  reoomnten- 
dattons  of  the  free-trade  section  of  the 
Tariff  Commission,  I  will  say  no  more.  If 
he  is  unable  to  say  that,  I  expect  him  to 
follow  the  Chairman  and  the  protectionist 
section  of  the  Commission  in  dealing  with 
this  item.  I  do  not  propose  to  deal  with  the 
matter  any  further,  except  to  say  that  the 
honorable  member  does  not  stand  .alone 
amongst  those  who  professed  to  be  sound 
protectionists  upon  the  platform. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Freraantle)  [11.26].— 
The  honorable  member  for  Bendigo  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  W.  J.  Loring,  of  Messrs. 
Bewick,  Moreing,  and  Companv,  the  man- 
ajjer  of  the  Gwalior  Mine,  as  having  used 
these  drills.  Since  then,  Mr.  Loring  has 
informed  me  that  his  firm  command  mines 
in  Western  Australia  producing  /^2,soo,ooo 
worth  of  gold.  He  states  that  the 'Bendigo 
drill  and  all  other  drills  have  been  tried, 
but  that  the  Bendigo  drill  does  not  last. 
It  gives  out  too  easily,  and  increases  the 
cost  of  mining.  Kir.  Lafne  inade^  that 
statement  to  me  sM^I^  ^p^gf^g^gg. 
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Sir  John  Quick. — Is  he  in  the  gallen  ? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— I  rang  him  up  on  the 
telefrfxme*  so  that  I  got  the  information 
from  a  thoroughly  reliable  source. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Then  is  he  over 
here  about  it? 

Mr.  HEDGES.  —  He  gets  £6,000  a 
}ear.    I  clo  not  know  what  he  is  here  about. 

Sir  John  Quick. — What  did  he  give 
that  certificate  for  ? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— I  asked  him  for  it 
If  he  had  told  me  anything  in  favour  of 
the  Bendigo  drills,  I  should  have  given  it 
to  the  Committee  as  fairly  as  I  am  giving 
this  information. 

Sir  JOHN  QLICK  (Bendigo)  [11.38]. 
— I  have  suggested  to  the  Minister  to  omit 
the  word  "  boring."  so  that  the  question  of 
rode  drills  may  be  dealt  with  in  a  separate 
paragraph  d,  and  have  asked  the  Mmister 
to  propose  rock-boring  machiiKs  at  a  duty 
of  20  per  cent.  I  find,  on  examining  our 
report,  that  we  recommended  the  omission 
of  rock  drills  from  the  free  list,  and  there- 
by they  would  fall  automatically  under 
"manufactures  of  metals,  n.e.i.,  20  per 
cent." 

Mr.  Thomas. — Do  I  understand  that  the 
Government  are  prepared  to  anit  the  word 
"boring"? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Yes,  for  a  purpose. 

Amendment — to  Iea\'e  out  ' '  boring  ' ' — 
agreed  to. 

Am«idment  (b\-  Mr.  Storrer)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  leaving 
out  the  figazei  "30." 

Amendment  (bv  ^fr.  Storrer)  put — 

That  the  blank  be  filled  by  tbe  insertion  of 
the  figures  "  20." 

The  Committee  dii'ided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


*4 
26 


Majority 


Archer.  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L, 
Brown,  Tilley 
Btowo,  Thomas 
Cook,  Joseph 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Krazer,  C.  E, 
Olyan,  P.  McM. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 
MeWilliams,  W.  J. 
Falmer,  A.  C. 


Ani. 


Poynton,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Speoce,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Wynne,  A. 

TeUers: 
Rowden,  E.  K. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 


Balchelor,  E.  L. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Lwing,  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Foster.  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hutchison,  ]. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Malhewi,  J. 


Noes. 

Manger,  S. 

McDougall,  J.  K. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  0.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Ti-.dor,  F.  G. 
Walkins,  D. 
Watson.  J.  C. 
Webster.  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

TeUers: 
Cook,  Hume 
O'Malley,  King 


Pairs. 


Kingston,  C.  C. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Harper,  R. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Edwards,  R. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Fairbaim,  G 
Thoms<m,  John 
Crouch,  R.  A 


Kelly,  W.  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Rcid,  G.  H. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Page,  J. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Livmgsbm,  J. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Mahon,  H. 
Irvine,  Hans 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amaidment  of  the  amotdment  negatived. 

Ammdment  (bv  Mr.  Storrer)  agreed 

to— 

That  the  blank  be  filled  by  the  insertion  of 

the  figures  "25"  (General  Tariff). 

Amendment  (bv  Mr.  Storrer)  pro- 
p(»ed — 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  leaving 
out  the  figures  *' (United  Kingdom). 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[•I-35]- — I  rise  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation in  regard  to  the  pairs  for  the  di- 
vision which  has  just  taken  place;  When 
the  leader  of  tbe  Opposition  left  for  Syd- 
ney a  few  days  ago,  he  told  me  distinctly 
that  he  had  paired  with  the  Minister  of 
Defence;  but  I  understand  that  that  pair 
has  been  constantly  changed  by  the  Go- 
vernment Whip. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [11.36].— I  also 
desire  to  protest  against  the  manner  in 
which  the  pairs  have  been  dealt  with.  I 
have  remonstrated  with  the  Government 
Whip  about  the  present  system  of  "  boxing 
about ' '  the  pairs.  I  wired  to  the  leader 
of  the  Oppo8iti<Mi  to-day,  and  I  have  re- 
ceived a  reply,  which  I  will  read. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  have  already 
pointed  out  to  honorable  members  that  pairs 
are  not  officially  recognised. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  quite  admit  that, 
but,  at  the  same  time,  the  pairs  are  re- 
corded in  Hansard  and  in  the  newspapers, 
and  when  an  honoiBiUttbiikii^^gtli!  away 
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and  makes  a  pair,  good  faith  ought  to  be 
kept.  The  following  is  the  reply  I  have 
received  from  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion— 

Asked  Ewing  for  pair  while  at  Jury  Sittings. 
Explained  importance  to  me  of  hii  pair.  He 
kindly  agreed. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK  (Bourke)  [ii.37]-— 
As  my  name  has  been  mentioned,  and  some 
unfairness  imputed  to  me  

Mr.  Johnson. — Gross  unfairness  1 

Mr.  HUME  COOTtC.— It  is  only  right, 
under  the  circumstances,  that  I  should  say 
a  word  or  two.  It  is  quite  true  that  pairs 
are  constantly  being  changed,  but  that  is 
to  suit  the  convenience  of  honorable  mem- 
bers. The  hcHiorable  member  for  Corio 
has  been  away  the  whole  of  the  week. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  hope  the  honor- 
able member  is  not  going  into  the  general 
question  of  pairs? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  desire  to  ex- 
plain the  particular  transaction  in  which 
unfairness  has  been  imputed  to  me. 

Mr.  Johnson. — All  we  desire  is  that 
good  faith  shall  be  tept. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.--Good  faith  has 
been  kept  absolutely. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  say  that  good  faith 
has  not  been  kept. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 
member  for  Lang  has  already  had  an  op- 
portunity to  explain,  and  I  ask  him  to  al- 
low the  htmoraUe  member  for  Bourke  to 
proceed. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  point  out  that 
I  did  not  interrupt  the  honorable  member 
for  Lang.  Pairs  are  constantly  being  made 
between  members  and  constantly  altered, 
and  they  are  bound  to  be  altered  on  both 
sid^,  in  order  to  suit  the  convenience  of 
honmable  members.  On  this  particular 
occasion,  the  Minister  of  Defence  gave  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  a  pair,  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Angas  gave  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Corio  a  pair.  But  the 
honorable  member  for  Angas  has  been  vot- 
ing, and  so  we  transferred  the  pair  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Corio  to  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  just  as  during  the  last 
week,  when  the  honorable  member  for 
Parkes  had  paired  with  the  honorable 
member  for  Macquarie,  he  voted  on  everv 
occasion,  his  pair  having  been  transferred 
by  the  Opposition  Whip. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  ask  the  Minister 
of  Defence  to  say  a  few  words  in  order 
to  make  the  matter  clear. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  cannot  allow  this 
latter  to  go  any  further. 


Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Then  we  shall  see 
what  can  be  done  in  the  House  1 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [11.42].— There  is 
some  misapprehension  created  by  what  the 
Government  Whip  has  said.  I  was  paired 
with  the  honorable  member  for  Corio  until 
last  Tuesday.  Being  detained  by  impor- 
tant business  I  did  not  arrive  at  the  House 
until  Wednesday,  and,  in  case  the  honor- 
able member  might  have  an  idea  that  he 
was  still  paired,  he  not  having  returned, 
I  asked  the  Government  Whip  whether  he 
expected  me  to  cmtinue  the  pair  on  the 
Wednesday.  The  Government  Whip  said 
"  No,"  and,  of  course^  I  voted. 

Mr.  HuHE  Cook.  —  Of  course,  the 
changes  are  made  to  suit  h(xiOTable  mem- 
bers generally. 

Mr.  EWING  (Richmond— Minister  of 
Defence)  [11.43]. — Since  the  acting  leader 
of  the  Opposition  has  asked  me  to  make 
a  statement  I  have  no  objection  to  doing 
so.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition  towards 
the  end  of  last  week  asked  whether  I 
would  pair  with  him  as  be  was  going  to 
Sydney,  and  I  said  I  had  no  objecticHi.  I 
ccHisulted  the  Goremment  Whip,  who  said 
that  the  pair  was  quite  satisfactory.  I 
have  no  desire  to  find  fault  with  regard 
to  the  length  of  the  pair,  but  I  had  do 
idea  that  it  was  for  beyond  the  Tuesday ; 
and  I  think  I  said  so  at  the  time  to  both 
'the  Government  Whip  and  the  OppositicMi 
Whip.  I  do  not  desire  to  raise  any  ques- 
tion about  that,  however,  because  I  know 
these  loosely-made  agreanents  very  fre- 
quently give  rise  to  misapprehension.  I 
know  that  pairs  are  CMistantly  being 
changed  in  the  way  that  has  been  described. 
In  the  early  part  of  the  pair  I  did  not 
vo:e,  and  once  or  twice  the  Postmaster- 
General  did  not  vote;  all  the  changes  were 
absolutely  fair. 

Mr.  Johnson.— I  objected  all  the  time. 

Mr.  EWING.— This  matter  was  dis- 
cussed by  the  whips  in  the  corridor  to- 
day after  the  telegram  from  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  arrived ;  and  before  I  left 
that  conference,  I  asked  the  whips  whe- 
ther they  were  satisfied  with  what  had 
been  done,  and  they  said  they  were. 

Mr.  Johnson.— Provided  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bourke's  statement  regard- 
ing the  honorable  member  for  Angas  was 
correct;  but  it  has  just  been  shown  to  be 
inaccurate. 

Mr.  GLYNX  (Ancas)  [11.45].— In  jus- 
tice to  the  Goi^mment  Whip,  I  should  like 
to  say  that,  although  I  was  onlv  paired 
until  Tuesday.  I  ^g^,a^|ee^^  pair 
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should  be  extended  for  the  convenienoe  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Corio.  The 
Government  Whip  also  said  that  it  mieht 
l«  necessary  to  change  the  pairs,  to  which 
iirrangement  I  replied  that  I  had  no  objec- 
ikm. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Stobkeb) — to  leave 

out  the  figures  "25  " — agreed  to. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare) 
[11.48]. — I  do  not  desire  to  address  the 
("onmittee  at  any  length  upon  this  quesj 
lion.  'I  had  intended  to  do  so  earlier  in 
the  e\'ening,  but  the  debate  turned  upon 
one  matter,  in  which  I  was  not  specially 
interested.  In  the  prc^xisal  which  is  now 
imder  consideration,  however,  the  whole  o£ 
our  mining  interests  are  invcrfved.  If 
homvable  members  will  turn  to  the  Budget 
statement,  and  to  the  papers  connected 
with  it  which  were  laid  upon  the  table  of 
the  House  by  the  Treasurer,  they  will  find 
that  from  1902  to  1906  inclusive,  the  min- 
ing industry  exported  wealth  to  the  amount 
of  ^104,325,000.  As  against  that,  the 
export  of  maciunery,  implements,  and 
manufactures  of  metals  was  valued  at 
only  ^^469, 000.  In  this  connexion  it 
must  be  remembered  that  the  product 
of  the  mining  industry  has  to  find 
its  market  in  the  outside  world.  Not- 
withstanding this,  there  are  large  num- 
hers  of  persons  engaged  in  the  industry 
who  are  .not  wwking  rid)  mineral  fields, 
but  fields  upcxi  which  the  margin  between 
profit  and  loss  is  a  very  narrow  one.  Yet 
it  is  now  proposed  to  increase  the  taxation 
upon  mining  machinery  from  12J  per  cent, 
to  25  per  cent,  under  the  general  Tariff 
and  to  20  per  cent,  under  the  Tariff  for 
the  United  Kingdom.  I  would  further 
remind  honorable  members  that  this  in- 
dustry employs  about  112,000  labourers, 
as  compared  with  some  16,000  who  are 
employed  in  the  whole  of  the  machine  and 
metal  manufacturing  industries  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. I  desire  to  call  the  attenticm  of 
honorable  members  to  the  different  treat- 
ment which  is  accorded  to  the  mining  indus- 
try- bv  other  protectionist  countries.  I  find 
that  in  item  222  of  the  New  Zealand  Tariff 
it  is  specified  that  steam  engines  and  parts 
thereof,  including  the  boiler  or  boilers  there- 
for, imported  specially  for  mining  or  gold 
saving  purposes  and  processes  or  for  dairy- 
ing purposes,  are  dutiable  at  5  per  cent. 
.\gain,  in  item  439  I  find  that  machinery 
for  gold-saving  purposes  and  (processes  has 
been  placed  upon  the  free  list.  That  is  the 
treatment  which  the  industry  receives  in  a 
coimtry   which   believes   in   a  (MOtective 


policy,  but  which  does  not  believe  in  penal- 
ixing  its  large  primarv  industries.  A  simi- 
lar remark  is  applicable  to  the  Dominicm  of 
Canada. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — Does  the  honorable 
member  think  that  it  is  wise  at  this  hour  of 
the  night  to  sjjeak  at  such  length,  especi- 
ally as  the  general  question  has  already 
been  settled  ? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.-I  refrained 
from  speaking  earlier  in  the  debate  in  the 
hope  that  a  reasonable  duty  would  be 
agreed  to.  But  instead  of  securing  a  dutv 
of  20  per  cent. — which  I  was  prepared  to 
accept — the  Committee  have  imposed  a  duty 
of  25  per  cent,  upon  mining  machinerv 
under  the  general  Tariff.  ConsequentI\ 
I  have  no  ^tentative  but  to  fight  for  the 
insertion  of  a  reasonable  rate  in  the  pre- 
ference column.  In  Canada  all  the  im- 
portant machinery  used  for  mining  pur- 
poses is  upon  a  list  of  special  exemptions. 
The  case  of  the  Wilberforce  Gold  Dredging 
Company  has  already  been  cited.  There 
is  also  the  case  of  the  Cobar  Company, 
which  recently  ordered  machinery  to  cost 
about  jf7t,ooo,  of  which  about  y?47,ooo 
worth  was  to"  come  from  England  and 
about  j^23.ooo  worth  from  America.  Un- 
der the  old  Tariff  the  duty — 12}  per  c«it. 
— would  have  been  about  ^8,800,  but  if 
25  per  cent.,  and  the  preferential  duty  of 
20  per  cent.,  is  charged  it  will  be  increased 
j^i7t00o,  and  will  come  to  ^^^25,987. 
About  ;^9,ooo  or  _^io,ooo  worth  of  ma- 
chinery included  in  the  order  was  previ- 
ousLv  on  the  free  list,  but  is  now  dutiable 
at  25^  per  cent.  That  is  an  instance  of  the 
way  in  which  one  of  our  great  primary  in- 
dustries, which  has  been  a  source  of  enor- 
mous wealth  to  the  country,  is  being  bur- 
dened, so  that  it  will  becnne  more  difficult 
for  those  connected  with  it  to  obtain  decent 
wages.     I  move — 

That  the  amcndmeat  t>c  amended  by  inserting 
the  figures  "  15  "  in  the  blank  created  by  leaving 
out  fhe  figures  "  25." 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[11.57}, — The  honorable  member  for  Calare 
has  referred  to  the  Great  Cobar  mine;  but 
those  connected  with  that  mine,  as  is  well 
known,  will  purchase  nothing  in  Australia. 

Sir  John  Forbest.  —  It  keeps  a  good 
many  working  men  going. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.  —  Because  it  earns 
many  thousands  of  pounds  profit.  It  is 
controlled  by  a  London  company,  which  or- 
ders all  its  requirements  from  England  and 
from  America.  I  am  cf^iblvv  jf^rmed 
that  a  large  part  dlPl^g^ih^^^diid^g  of 
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blast  furnaces,  smelters,  ccmverters,  and  ac- 
cessories, all  of  which  could  have  been  pur- 
chased in  Australia  for  no  more  than  was 
paid  for  it,  was  imported.  The  ccMnpany» 
when  it  started,  imported  even  its  columns 
and  Kir<^rs,  showing  that  it  is  capable  of 
resorting  to  any  device  to  avcnd  purchasing 
in  Australia.  It  has  already  been  deter- 
mined in  ccmnexion  with  similar  itons  that 
the  rates  of  duty  shall  be  25  and  20  per 
cent.,  and  if  the'free-traders  try  to  force  a 
reduction  to  1 5  per  cent,  in  connexion  with 
importations  from  the  United  Kingdwn,  I 
hope  that  the  protectionists  will  insist  tm 
an  all-round  duty  of  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  McWILL'lAMS  (Franklin)  [11.59]- 
— What  was  said  in  omnexion  with  the 
proposal  to  tax  rock  drills  applies  with  a 
hundredfold  more  force  to  the  proposal  to 
tax  <H'e-reducing  appliances.  It  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  encourafre  the  use  of  the 
best  and  latest  cwe-dressing  and  ore-reduc- 
ing appliances,  as  they  do  in  other  coun- 
tries, in  cvder  that  our  very  low-grade  ores 
may  be  worked  to  advantage.  The  Sim- 
mer and  Jade  Mine,  by  far  the  lar^t 
gold-producing  mine  in  the  world,  which 
uses  600  head  of  stamps,  is  working  on  a 
6-dwt.  reef.  But  it  can  do  so  only  by 
using  the  latest  and  most  up-to-date  ap- 
pliances. Here  in  Australia  we  have  many 
hundreds  of  low-grade  propositicwis,  and 
we  can  work  them  profitably  only  by  using 
the  most  up-to-date  appliances.  The  min- 
ing industry,  in^ead  of  employing  a  few 
handfuls  of  men,  as  s(»ne  of  the  manufac- 
turing industries  do)  gives  work  to  tens  of 
thousands.  We  ought  to  try  to  give  ^hose 
who  put  their  money  into  mines  a  fair 
chance  to  profit  by  their  investments.  The 
honorable  member  for  Melbourne  Ports  has 
had  a  great  deal  to  say  about  the  mining 
companies  importing  their  requirements, 
but  we  are  very  glad  to  get  monev  from 
abroad  to  work  our  mines.  Apparmtly 
the  honorable  member  would  consider  a 
man  who  put  money  into  Australian  mines 
as  an  enemv  to  the  country,  but  what  we 
need  is  the  investment  of  more  capital  in 
mining;.  I  am  surprised  that  honorable 
members  should  wish  to  put  a  duty  of  4s. 
in  the  j£i  on  the  machinery  that  we  most 
need  in  Australia  to  develop  the  mining  in- 
dustry.    I  shall  vote  for  the  lower  duty. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [12.2  a.m.].— 
The  honorable  member  for  Melbourne  Ports 
has  spoken  of  the  Great  Cobar  mine  as  an 
English  ctsnpany  which  never  buys  any- 
thing in  Australia.  That  mine,  however, 
was  for  manv  years  an  Australian  property, 

i  was  de^'eloped  bv  Australians.     It  is 


only  about  a  year  since  the  English  com- 
pany purchased  it,  so  it  is  not  correct  to 
say  that  everything  at  the  mine  has  been 
imported.  Of  course,  much  of  the  ma- 
chinery is  sudi  as  could  not  be  made  in 
Australia,  because  it  is  covered  by  patents. 
I  do  not  hold  a  brief  for  the  company,  but 
I  feel  bound  to  correct  a  misstatement. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [12.3  a.m.].— It 
is  appalling  to  bear  srane  of  the  statements 
■made  in  this  Committee.  The  Gre^^t  Cobar 
mine  invited  traders  in  Australia,  England* 
and  America  for  its  requirements. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [12.4  a.m.].— I 
opposed  the  reduction  of  the  duty  to  15 
per  cent. ,  but  the  proposed  rate  having  been 
struck  out,  I  accept  the  defeat  as  regards 
the  higher  duty,  and  am  now  prepared  to 
vote  for  a  duty  of  20  per  cent.  Although 
mining  is  a  very  important  industry  in  my 
district,  I  do  not  propose  to  speak  at 
length  on  this  subject,  because  I  always 
bear  in  mind  the  value  of  our  time,  and  the 
need  in  the  country  's  interest  for  getting 
through  the  Tariff  as  quickly  as  possible. 
Therefore  I  make  my  remarks  as  short  as 
I  can. 

Question — That  the  blank  created  in  the 
amendment  be  filled  by  the  figures  "  15" 
(Mr.  Thomas  Brown's  amen^ent) — put- 
The  Committee  divided. 


Aves 
Noes 


Majority  ... 


28 

15 


Aves. 


Archer;  E.  W. 
All-inso'.  L. 
Brown,  Thoraas 
Urowii.  Tillcy 
Cook,  Joseph 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 


McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Poynton,  A. 

Spence,  W.  C 
Willis,  Heniv 

Tellf-r's  : 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 


Noes. 


B;itcheior,  E.  L. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Deakin,  A. 
Fwing.  T.  T. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hedges,  W.  N 
Hutchison,  I. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 
Lvne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  K.  N. 
Mathews,  1. 
McDoueall,  J-  K.Digitizdb 


Palmer,  A.  C- 
Quick,  Sir  Joba 
Snlmon,  C.  C. 
Sinclair,  -  H. 
Storrer,  D. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Wnlkins,  D. 
Watson,  3.  C. 
Webster.  W. 
Wilson.  J.  G. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

TrtUrs: 
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Paiks. 


Kelly,  W.  H. 
Sraith,  Biucc 
Rcid,  G.  H. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
FoxtoQ,  Colonel 
Thomas,  J. 
Edwards,  R. 
Livingston,  J. 
Thomsoo,  Dii£ald 
Mahon,  H. 
F*ysh,  Sir  Philip 
Irvine,  Hans 


Ktogston,  C.  C. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Harper,  R. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
t  ults.  J.  H. 
Hughes.  W.  U. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Thomson,  John 
Mauger,  S. 
Sampson,  S. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negati^-e. 
Amendment  of  the  amendment  negatived. 
Amendment  <by   Mr.   Stokkek)  agreed 


That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  inserting 
the  figures  "ao"  in  the  blank  created  by  leav- 
ing trat  the  figures  "35." 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluah  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  following  new  paragraph  be  added — 
D.  Rock  boring  machines,  ad  val.  (General 

Tariff),  25  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  30  per 

cent. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgporlie)  [12.11  a.m.]. 
— I  move — 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  leaving 
out  the  figures  "  35 "  and  "  ao,"  with  a  view 
to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  in  each  case  the  figures 
"  15."  * 

This  item  is,  I  think,  on  all-fours  with 
item  166,  as  to  which  we  accepted  tins 
mcmiing  in  regard  to  several  industries  the 

duties  I  now  propose.  In  my  opini<xi,  all 
these  items  ought  to  be  treated  'on  the 
same  basis. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [12.12  a.m.]. — ^The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Kaigoorlie  is  m^istdlten,  because  this 
item  is  not  identical  with  item  166.  The 
word  "boring"  was  struck  out  of  para- 
graph A  of  this  item — I  did  not  oppose  it 
— ^in  order  to  give  an  opportunity  not  to 
deal  with  this  particular  amendment  but 
with  rotary  and  percussion  drills,  coal- 
cutting  machines  and  diamond-drill  ma- 
chines. 

Mr.  Frazes. — What  did  the  honorable 
gentleman  propose  to  do? 

Sir-WILLIAM  LYNE.— By  striking  out 
the  word  "bwing,"  we  limited  the  extent 
of  paragraph  a,  and  what  I  have  just  pro* 
posed  is  practically  to  re-instate  the  duty 
<Hi  rock-b^ng  machines. 

Mr.  Frazek. — Do  I  understand  that  the 
new  paragraph  has  no  relation  to  the  per- 
cussive rock  drill  which  created  all  the 
discussion  this  evening? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  shall  ascer- 
tain for  the  honorable  member. 


Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [12.13 
a.m.]. — I  suggested  to  the  Treasurer  to 
omit  the  w<^d  "  boring  in  paragraj^ 
A.  with  a  view  of  testing  the  duty  on  rock 
boring  machines  in  a  separate  paragraph. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — The  honorable 
member  is  not  {»oposing  to  increase  the 
duty,  is  he? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  Minister  has 
proposed  a  duty  of  25  per  cent.,  and  I 
suggest  that  the  difference  should  be  com- 
promised with  a  duty  of  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [12.14 
a.m.]. — I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply 
to  the  honorable  member  for  Kaigoorlie. 
The  protectionist  section  of  the  Ccxnmittec 
were  generous  enough  to  say  that  special 
machinery  should  go  on  the  15  pn  cent, 
list,  but  now  honorable  members  opposite 
—some  of  whom  came  here  claiming  to  be 
protectionists — want  us  to  put  all  lines  on 
that  list.  The  sooner  we  put  an  end  to 
that  sort  of  thing  the  better,  I  think. 
Rather  than  vote  for  a  duty  of  15  per  cent., 
I  shall  vote  for  these  articles  to  be  free. 
Either  we  ought  to  give  protection,  or  we 
ou^ht  not  to  penalize  the  usera  of  any  ma- 
chinery. K  duty  of  15  p^  cent,  is  not 
a  protective,  but  a  revenue  duty. 
Some  of  us  who  voted  for  a  duty  of  15 
per  cent,  did  so  by  way  of  concession  in 
regard  to  special  machinery.  But  we  are 
now  dealing  with  machinery  that  can 
easily  be  made  within  the  Commonwealth. 
I  now  admit  that  those  of  us  who  believe 
in  protection  made  a  mistake  in  the  pre- 
vious case  in  voting  for  15  per  cent.,  he- 
cause  it  is  evident  that  advantage  is  being 
taken  of  our  generosity.  I  trust  that  the 
higher  rate  of  duty  will  be  agreed  to. 
Personally,  I  should  vote  for  duties  of  35 
and  30  per  cent,  if  I  had  an  opportunitv. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [12.17  a.m.]. — To  meet  the  con- 
venience of  the  honorable  member  for  Kai- 
goorlie, I  will  temporarily  withdraw  my 
amendment,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  move 
one  to  test  the  opinion  of  the  Committee 
as  to  drills. 

Amendments,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Amendment  (by  Mr.  Frazer)  proposed— 
That  the  following  new  paragraph  be  added  : 

— "  D.    Rotary  and  percussive  rock  drills,  ad 

val.  (General  Tariif),  15  per  cent." 

Amendment  (by  Sir  John  Quick:)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  leaving 
out  the  figures  "  15,"  with-^  view  to  insert  io 
lieu  thereof  the  c^f^j^^^OOgle 
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Question — That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  proposed 
amendment—put . 

The  CcMumittee  divided. 
Ayes 

Noes   


20 

2C  That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  adding 

_^  the  words  "ad  ral.   (United  Kingdom),  15  per 


Majority 


Avis. 


Archer.  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Drown,  Tilley 
Brown,  Thomas 

Cook,  Joseph 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Johnson.  W.  £. 
Knox,  W. 
Poyntoo,  A. 


Batchelor,  £.  L. 
Can,  E.  S. 
CatU,  J.  H, 
Chapman,  A. 
Coon,  J. 
Oe&kin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Foster,  F. 
flroom 

Hutchison,  J. 
trvine,  W.  H. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney.  W.  R.  N. 


:  I:  k 


Sinclair,  H. 
SpcDce,  W.  G. 
Stoirer,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
WiUis,  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

Teaers: 
Bowden,  E.  E. 
McWilliamt,  W.  J. 

Noes. 

Mathews,  J. 

Manger,  S. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Walkini,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

TeUers: 
Cook,  Hnme 
Sampson,  S. 


Paus. 


Kelly,  W.  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Fysb,  Sir  Philip 
Edwards,  R. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Livingston,  J. 
Mahon,  H. 
Fisher,  A. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Page,  J. 


Kingston,  C.  C. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Harper,  R. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Thomson,  John 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
O'Malley,  Kmg 
Wynne,  A. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 


of  20  per  cent,  against  foreign  countries, 
and  I  hope  that  the  Committee  will  agree 
to  a  dut^  of  not  more  than  15  per  cent,  as 
against  imports  from  Great  Britain.  I 
move- 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment    (Mr.    Frazeb's)    of  the 

amendment  (Sir  William  Lyne's)  agreed 

to. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kal-joorlie)  [12.28  a.m.]. 
--I  hope  that  the  Government  are  not  going 
to  endeavour  to  secure  a  duty  of  20  per 
cent.,  as  against  imports  from  the  United 
Kingdom.  We  should  take  into  considera- 
tion the  fact  that  rock  drills  were  free 
under  the  old  Tariff,  and  that  this  duty 
will  apply  to  an  ini3ustrr,  the  raw  ma- 
terials of  which  cannot  oe  admitted  free 
but  have  to  be  sought  for.  I  think  that 
wft  have  gone  far  enough  to  satisfy  the 
>f  protectionists  by  imposing  a  duty 


cent." 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[12.30  a.m,]. — In  this  House,  as  in  others, 
arrangements  or  compacts  are  often  arrived 
at.  Those  who  desired  that  rock  drills 
should  be  subjected  to  a  low  rate  of  duty 
promised  that  if  some  of  us  wouFd  agree 
to  their  being  dealt  with  in  a  separate 
paragraph  they  would  support  duties  of 
25  per  cent,  and  20  per  cent.  When  we 
went  to  a  division,  however,  they  bndce 
their  compact,  and  therefore  I  think  we 
have  a  right  to  insist  on  the  highest  rate 
of  duty  that  we  can  secure. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IitviNE. — ^There  was  no 
compact. 

Mr.  MATHEWS— There  was.  Honor- 
able members  who  premised  to  vote  for 
25  per  cent,  and  20  per  cent,  duties  if 
rock  drills  were  .placed  in  a  separate  para- 
graph failed  to  do  so,  abd  I  hope  that  the 
Committee  will  agree  to  an  all-round  duty 
of  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  ri2.32  a.m.]. 
—We  have  heen  told  thnt  a  bi^  American 
comtene  is  dumping  drills  into  Australia. 
I  would  remind  honorable  members  that 
if  they  support  a  duty  of  15  per  cent. 
I)reference  thev  will  he  fighting  against  the 
Combine,  and  that  if  thev  supixn-t  a  dutv 
of  20  per  cent,  without  preference  tbev 
will  be  6ghting  for  the  Combine. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Mathews)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  amendment  of  Ibe  amendment  be 
amended  by  leaving  out  the  figures  "  ir,"  with 
a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  figures  "  20." 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [12.33 
a.m.].— I  think  that  the  Government  might 
well  compromise  by  agreeing  to  duties  of 
20  per  cent,  and  15  per  cent.  I  shall 
support  the  proposal  that  the  duty  on  im- 
portations from  the  United  Kingdom  be 
15  per  cent. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  r,2.,4 
a.m.].— Can  the  honorable  membi  fcJ 
Bendigo  refer  us  to  a  case  in  which  the 
protectionist  section  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission recommended  the  imposition  of  a 
dutv  of  15  per  cent.  ? 

Sir  John  Quick. — No. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  Chairmnn 
of  the  Tariff  Comnei|(»QBb^C(ai^^^ 
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Govenunent  with  prc^KJsing  duties  5  per 
cent  in  excess  of  those  recOTimended  by 
the  pzotectionist  sectim  of  the  Commis- 
sion,  and  that  being  so,  I  think  we  are 
entitled  to  hurl  at  him  the  taunt  that  he 
proposes  to  vote  for  a  duty  5  per  cent, 
lower  than  that  which  he  recommended. 
If  the  honorable  member  votes  for  a  duty 
of  15  per  cent.,  he  will  invite  the  Oppo- 
sition to  continue  fighting,  as  they  have 
been  all  day  l«ig,  with  a  view  to  secur- 
ing further  reductions. 

Sir  John  QmcK. — The  honorable  m«n- 
ber  did  not  do  much  to  secure  the  im- 
position of  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  as 
against  foreign  imports. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  hope  thaf  we 
shall  have  an  all-round  duty  of  zo  per 
cent,  in  this  case,  but  if  such  a  leading 
pnrtectionist  as  the  honorable  member  for 
Indigo  is  going  to  desert  the  protectkmist 
cause  we  do  not  know  what  will  happen. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[12.36  a.m.]. — T  wish  to  enter  my  protest 
against  this  girding  at  the  Opposition. 
During  the  last  few  days  scarcely  an 
amendment  has  been  submitted  by  a  mem- 
ber of  our  party. 

Mr.  Mathews. — No.  A  lead  has  been 
given  bv  protectionists. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Exactly.  We 
are  following  the  protectiwiist  lead  all 
through ;  but  do  what  we  will,  we  cannot 
satisfy  some  of  our  booOTalffe  friends. 

Sir  WnxiAM  Ltoe, — ^They  are  spotted. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  glad  to 
think  that  they  are  as  clean  and  as  free 
from  spots  as  is  the  h<HX>rabIe  meiid>er. 

Question — That  the  figures  *'  15  "  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  pro- 
posed amendment  (Mr.  Mathews'  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Frazer's  amendment) — put. 
The  Oxnmittee  divided. 

Ayes      ...  ...  ••-  afi 

Noes      ...  ...  •■-  18 


Noes. 


Majority 

Archefi  E.  W. 
AtkinioD,  L. 
Batchelor.  E.  L. 
Brown,  Thomas 
BrowQ,  Tilley 
Cook.  J. 
Forrest,  Sir  J. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Krawr,  C.  E. 
HcdEM,  W.  N. 
Irvioe,  W.  H. 
Johnson.  W.  E. 
Knox.  W. 

McWilUams,  W.  J. 


Arcs. 

PoyntOD,  A. 
Palmer.  A.  C. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Sinclair,  H. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

T  tiler  t: 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Sampson,  S. 


Calls,  J.  H. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Good,  J. 
Itroom,  L.  E. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Mnloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 
Mauger,  S. 
HcUoBgall,  J.  K. 


Salmon,  C.  C. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster.  W. 
Wise.  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Cook,  Hume 


PAIBS. 


Kelly,  W.  H. 
Uvingston,  J. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Page.  J. 
Fisher,  A. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
MahoD,  H. 
Reid,  G.  H. 


KingstOD,  C.  C. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Bsmford,  F.  W. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
O'Malley,  King 
Hail,  D.  R. 
Harper,  R. 
Thomson,  John 
Crouch,  R.  A. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Amendment  (Mr.  Mathew's)  of  the 
amendment  (Mr.  Frazeb's)  negatived. 

Amendment  (Mr.  Frazer's)  of  Sir 
William  Lyme's  amendment  ammded  and 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  WATKINS  (Newcastle)  [12.40 
a.m.]. — I  move — 

That  the  following  new  paragraph  be  added  ; 
—"a.  Coal-cutting  machines,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff),  5  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  free." 

Those  machines  are  not  and  never  will  be 
made  here. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [12.41  a.m.].— 
I  wish  to  add  some  words.     I  move — 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  inserting 
after  the  word  "machines"  the  words  "side 
plates  and  balls  for  ball  mills." 

The  frame  of  the  ball  mill  can  be  made 
anywhere,  but  the  special  parts  to  which 
my  amendment  refers  can  be  made  only  in 
three  manufactories  in  the  Old  Countr}-. 
A  particular  kind  of  steel  is  required,  and 
these  parts  made  elsewhere  will  not  stand 
wear  and  tear, 

Mr.  Coon. — ^Are  they  not  being  made 
here  now? 

Mr.  KNOX.— No. 

Amendment  of  the  amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lvne) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  following  new  paragraph  be 
added  : — 

"r.  Rock-boring  madiinea,  n.e.i.,  ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  25  per  cent;  (United 
Kingdom),  ao  per  cent." 

Amendmoit  (substituting  new  it«n  177) 
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Po&ipoDed  item  178.  Electrical  Machinery, 
viz.  : — 

lA)  Generators;  Motors  up  t9  the  capacity 
of  500  H.P.;  Fans;  Starting  and 
Regulating  Rheostats,  ad  val.  (Gene- 
rat  Tariff),  30  per  cent. ;  (United 
Kingdom),  25  pei  cent. 

(B)  N.E.I.,  ad  val.  (General  Tarifi).  17^  per 
cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  iaj|  per 
cat. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Willzah  Lyne) 
proposed — 

That  the  following  words  be  added:— "and 
on  and  after  2Qtb  November,  1907. 

Item  178.  £lectricat  Machines,  Appliances, 
and  parts  thereof  > 

(A)  Dynamo   Electric    Machines,  including 

Static  Transformers  and  Induction 
Coils  for  all  purposes ;  Electric 
Fans,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  25  per 
cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  20  per 
cent. 

(Bj  Regulating,  Starting,  and  Controlling 
Apparatus  for  all  electrical  purposes, 
including  Distributing  Boards  and 
Switchboards,  except  Telephone 
Switchboards,  ad  vat.  (General  Tariff), 
35  per  cent ;  (United  Kingdom)^  ao 
per  cent. 

(c)  Electric  Apparatus  and  Fittings  consist- 
ing wholly  or  partly  of  metal,  n.e.i., 
including  Switches,  Fuses,  and  Lieht< 
ning  Arresters,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff),  per  cent. ;  (United  King- 
dom), 12I  per  cent. 

(D)  Electric  Heating  and  Cooking  Appli- 
ances, ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  20 
per  cent, 

(B)  Electric  Fittings  not  containing  metal  to 

be  dutiable  according  to  material." 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [12.48 
a.m.]. — Does  the  Minister  propose  to  deal 
with  electrical  machinery? 

Sir  WiLUAU  Lyn£. — We  must  finish  this 
to-night. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  have  been  here 
as  long  as  the  Minister  has,  and  I  cannot 
stand  it  much  l<mger. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[12.49  a.m.]. — I  understand  that  this  item 
requires  a  great  deal  of  rearrangement. 
Some  honorable  members  decidedly  object 
to  the  Treasiuer's  new  proposals,  as  cir- 
culated. Would  it  not  be  better  for  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  postp(»ie  the  item 
until  to-morrow,  and  in  the  meantime  con- 
fer with  those  honcvable  members? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  am  not  going  to 
confer  uny  more.  I  have  conferred,  and 
tried  in  every  way  possible  to  meet  objec- 
tions, and  I  find  that  whenever  I  come  to 
an  arrangement  it  is  broken  off. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Is  the  honor- 
able member  for  South  Sydney  in  favour 
of  going  on? 

Mr.  Watson. — I  think  it  is  time  that 
we  got  the  Tariff  through. 


Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  we  must 
go  on. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [12.50  a.m.]. — 
The  Minister  and  the  Department  have  en- 
deavoured in  every  way  to  assist  those 
concerned  in  electrical  machinery  in  order 
to  arrive  at  some  satisfactcvy  arrangonent. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — We  had  better 
ha^'e  a  quormn  to  begin  with.  [Quorum 
formed.] 

Mr.  Batchelor. — On  a  point  of  order, 
1  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Echuca  left  the  cham- 
ber when  the  bells  were  ringing.  The 
honorable  member  should  be  warned  that 
he  is  breaking  the  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr,  Watson. — The  honorable  member 
for  Indi  also  left  the  chamber.  He  should 
be  brought  back. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  Standing 
Orders  provide .  that  iK>  hon(»able  member 
must  leave  the  chamber  when  a  quorum 
has  been  called  for.  The  hcmwable  mem- 
l)er  for  Indi  left  the  chamber  after  atten- 
tion was  called  to  the  absence  oi  a  quorum^ 
as  did  the  hon(HiU>le  member  for  Melbourne 
Ports,  who  has  since  returned.  The  course 
that  I  should  generally  take  in  the  circum- 
stances would  be  to  report  the  action  of 
the  htxiOTable  member  for  Indi  to  the 
Speaker,  but  probably  the  honorable  mem- 
ber acted  inadvertently. 

Mr,  Joseph  Cook. — Let  the  Chairman 
report.  What  can  be  done  if  he  does  re- 
port? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  point  out 
to  the  honorable  member  fn-  Parramatta 
that  he  is  disrespectful  to  the  Chair.  The 
honorable  member  appears  by  his  remarks 

to  think  that  I  am  making  this  a  per- 
sonal matter,  but  that  is  not  so.  I  am 
merely  trving  to  carry  out  the  duties  pf  the 
position  in  which  the  House  has  placed 
me. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Is  it  not  equally 
disrespectful  to  you  for  honorable  members 
opposite  to  be  going  on  as  thev  are? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— It  was  owing  to  the 
honorable  member's  interjections  that  all 
the  noise  on  the  other  side  occurred.  Th^ 
is  now  a  quorum  present.  I  think  that 
it  is  probable  the  hcMiorable  member  for 
Indi  left  the  chamber  under  a  misappre- 
hension. I  shall  request  the  Serjeant-at- 
Arms  merely  to  remint]  the  honorable  mem- 
ber of  the  fact ;  and  I  hope  that  that  will 
get  over  the  difficulty. 

T^e  honorable  member rfcr  ImlkhauiHg 
entered  the  ehamBm^^y^OOglQ 
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The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  remind  the 
hmiorable  member  that  when  a  quorum  has 
been  called  for,  honorable  members  must 
not  leave  the  chamber.  Probably  the  hem- 
orable  member  did  not  hear  what  I  said 
when  he  was  leaving  the  chamber.  I 
merely  wish  to  warn  the  honorable  mem- 
ber that  he  must  not  leave  the  diamber 
again  under  such  drcumstanoes. 

Mr.  TiLixy  Brown. — ^As  a  matter  of 
fact,  I  did  not  know  that  a  divisim  was 
about  to  be  taken. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— There  was  no  divi- 
sion,  but  a  quOTum  was  required. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — I  was  not  quite  so 
sure  as  to  its  being  a  quorum  which  was 
being  called,  and  it  must  have  been  inad- 
vertence on  my  part. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [12.59  a.m.].— I 
desired  to  have  scxne  re-airangement  of 
these  items,  and  gave  notice  accord- 
ingly. The  Treasurer,  after  consulta- 
tion -with  his  cheers,  has  introduced 
the  proposals  in  a  way  which  I  know  is 
satisfying  to  those  interested  in  New  South 
Wales,  Victoria,  and  South  Australia. 
There  is  no  justification  for  the  charge 
that  the  officers  have  not  endeavoured  in 
every  way  to  put  these  complex  items  on  a 
sound  footing.  As  the  arrangement  has 
the  substantial  approval  of  these  interested 
in  the  manufacture  and  importation  of  the 
items,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to 
remind  honorable  members  that  many  of 
the  ai^Uances  araonly  in  a  state  of  develop- 
ment, considerably  more  so  than  is  ordi- 
nary mining  machinery.  Day  by  day,  the 
application  of  electricity  to  every  branch 
of  industry,  and  almost  every  department 
of  life,  is  extending,  and  many  of  the  ap- 
pliances are  very  necessary  in  connexion 
with  the  mining  industr}'.  I  desire  to 
move  as  a  reasonable  cMnpromise  that  the 
duties  be  20  per  cent,  and  15  per  cent.  I 
know  there  is  a  desire  on  the  part  of  some 
honorable  members  for  a  lower  duty,  but 
I  think  my  suggestitxi  ought  to  meet  the 
case.     I  wish  to  move — 

That  the  amcndmeot  be  nmendcd  by  leaving 
out  the  figures  "  25,"  paragraph  a,  with  a  view 
to  insert  in  lien  thereof  the  figures  "20." 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  should  like  to 
know  if  you,  sir,  directed  the  Serjeant-at- 
Arms  to  bring  tiie  honorable  member  for 
Indi  into  the  chamber  ?  I  understood  that 
you  had  merely  asked  that  c^cer  to  re- 
mind him  of  what  had  happened. 

The  CHAIRMAN.- That  is  so. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  understand  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Indi  has  been 


brought  to  the  chamber  by  the  Serjeant-at- 
Arms,  and  if  so,  he  has  been  subjected  to 
an  indignity. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  would  point  out 
to  the  honorable  member  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Indi  was  not  brought  here 
by  the  Serjeant-at-Anns. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  (Cook)  [1.6  a.m.].— 
I  desire  to  ask  if  item  178,  dealing  with 
dectrical  machinery,  has  been  further 
amended. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Only  by  my  own 
proposal. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  really  think  that 
we  ought  to  have  the  Treasurer's  ftfoposals 
before  us  in  print. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  only  altera- 
tion that  has  been  made  in  the  item  is  in 
the  amount  of  the  duties  proposed  in  the 
first  and  second  columns.  The  reason  the 
alteration  has  been  made  is  that  during  the 
past  two  days  the  Committee  have  objected 
to  impose  a  higher  duty  than  25  per  cent., 
and  consequently  I  did  not  see  Ae  utility 
of  debating  a  proposal  in  favour  of  30 
per  cent. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.  —  To  what  para- 
graphs do  the  new  rates  apply  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — To  paragraphs  a, 
B,  and  c. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [1.9  a.m.]. 
— The  new  scheme  of  duties  proposed  by 
the  Government  upon  electrical  machinery 
differs  somewhat  materially  from  the 
scheme  that  was  originallv  embodied  in  the 
Tariff.  Originally  electrical  appltanres 
were  covered  by  items  178,  179,  and  180, 
and  the  duties  imposed  up<Hi  them  were 
based  upcm  the  recommendations  of  the 
protectionist  section  of  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion. In  dealing  with  this  question,  which 
is  a  very  important  and  complicated 
one  

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  think  that  there 
ought  to  be  a  quorum  present.  [Quorum 
fttrmed.] 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— In  dealing  with 
this  very  important  and  ccwnpUcated  ques- 
ti<Hi  of  electrical  machinerv  and  appliances, 
we  were  at  a  oxisiderable  disadvantage  by 
reason  of  the  fact  that  very  few  witnesses 
appeared  before  us  to  give  us  any  infrnma* 
tion.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  heard  no 
witnesses  from  Victoria.  In  Western  Aus- 
tcalia,  however,  evidence  was  tendered  by 
the  representative  of  the  mining  companies, 
who  strongly  protested  against  any  duties 
being  levied  upon  electrical  machinery  ;ind 
appliances.  The  only  evidence  forthcoming 
in  support  of  aiii|riti<i^i]ia9EeT0<3l§l^£rection 
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of  protective  duties  was  that  given  by 
Mr.  Carton,  in  Queensland.  That  gentle- 
roan  stated  that  under  the  old  Queensland 
Tariff,  which  imposed  a  duty  of  25  per 
cent,  upon  electrical  machinery,  he  had 
been  able  to  manufacture  motors,  &c.,  but 
that  he  was  unable  to  compete  sucx^ssfully 
under  the  Commonwealth  Tariif  of  i2\  per 
cent. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.^ — There  is  no  quorum 
present,  and  we  must  have  one  [Quorum 
formed.] 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  Commission 
were  informed  that — 

It  would  not  pay  to  establish  a  plant  at  Bris- 
bane to  manufacture  electrical  appliances  for 
local  use;,  but  it  might  be  advantageous  to 
provide  works  in  large  cities,  such  as  Mel- 
bonme  and  Sydney,  to  stipply  the  needs  of  the 
Commonirealth.  With  ft  duty  of  25  per  cent, 
heary  engineering  portion  of  electrical  appli- 
ances conld  be  made  here  at  a  profit. 

The  Tari£F  Ctnunission  arrived  at  certain 
conclusions  in  respect  of  this  industry,  one 
or  two  of  which  I  propose  to  read.  It  is 
greatly  to  be  regretted  that  a  question  of 
such  magnitude — a  question  dealing  with 
the  advanced  guard  of  scientific  engineer- 
ing, and  exercising  such  a  momentous  in- 
fluence upon  our  industrial  system,  has  po 
be  dealt  with  at  this  early  hour  of  the 
morning,  and  in  such  a  thin  Committee. 
Am<x)g  our  ronclusions  we  found  that — 

electrical  generators,  motors,  and  fans,  and 
other  machinery  and  appliances  have  been  made 
in  Vicloria  and  Queensland  under  25  per  cent, 
protective  Tariffs,  which  were  in  operation  at 
some  period  prior  to  Federation. 

We  also  found  that — 

there  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  electrical  gene- 
ratbrs  and  motors,  probably  up  to  a  high  capa- 
city, and  certainly  up  to  500  horse-pbwer, 
^(bouM  not  in  the  future  be  made  in  Australia, 
])rovided  the  insulated  conductors,  and  insulat- 
ing materials  required  are  admitted  free. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — "Hiere  is  no 
quorum,  Mr.  Chairman^  [Quorum  formed.] 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— We  recommended 
that  generators,  motors  up  to  the  capacity 
of  500  horse-power,  fans,  and  starting 
and  regulating  rheostats  should  be  duti- 
able at  the  rate  of  25  percent,  ad  valorem. 
I  ask  honorable  members  to  give  atten- 
tion to  this  recommendation. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  cannot  expect  us  to  listen  at  this 
hour  of  the  morning. 

Mr.  Thomas. — It  is  altogether  unrea- 
sonable. We  have  been  here  since  11 
vesterdav  rooming. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— It  is  hard  to  do 
justice  to  so  important  a  subject  at  this 
Sour. 


Mr.  Maucer. — Let  us  get  to  a  vote. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Apparently  the 
Minister  wishes  us  to  vote  blindly. 

Mr.  Maloney.— Does  the  honorable 
monber  think  that  his  speech  will  alter  ooe 
vote? 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Surely  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Tariff  Commis^cHi  is  oititled 
to  a  hearing. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.—The  Commission 
were  of  opinion  that  only  two  or  three 
classes  of  electrical  machinery  could  rea- 
stHiably  be  expected  to  be  made  in  Aus- 
tralia under  existing  conditions.  We  there- 
fore recommended  a  duty  of  25  per  cent, 
on  the  machinery  which  I  have  named. 
The  Government  in  its  first  proposals  in 
regard  to  electrical  machinny  adopted  <Hir 
recommendation  except  as  to  rates,  con- 
fining the  higher  [duties  to  gaieratcns, 
motors  up  to  the  capacity  of  500  horse- 
power, fans,  and  starting  and  regulating 
rheostats.  But  in  the  proposals  ngw  be- 
fore the  Committee  they  apply  the  duties 
to  all  electrical  motive  power  and  ma- 
chinery, irrespective  of  horse-power. 
Motors  of  a  capacity  of  over  500  horse- 
power, and  other  big  electrical  machinery, 
are  not  likely  to  be  made  in  Australia  for 
many  years  to  come,  and  any  duty  im- 
posed upon  them  will  be  merely  revenue 
producing  and  oppressive  to  the  industries 
that  have  to  use  this  machinery.  But 
duties  on  small  motors  and  generators  may 
give  a  stimulus  to  local  manufacturers. 
I  am  desirous  of  doing  all  I  can  to  en- 
courage the  manufacture  of  electrical  ma- 
chinery in  Australia;  but  I  do  not  wish  to 
po  beyond  what  is  fair  and  rea- 
swable.  Senator  ^fcGregor,  ex-Sena- 
tor Higgs,  Mr.  Francis  Clarke,  and 
myself  talked  this  matter  over  and 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  highest 
(lutv  that  should  be  imposed  on  the  ma- 
chinery I  have  mentioned  was  25  per  cent., 
'ind  that  bigger  machinerv  should  be 
dutiable  at  12 j  per  cent.  The  proposals 
of  the  Government  will  do  more  harm  than 
good,  and  will  tend  to  make  the  Tariff  ob- 
jectionable. I  do  not  wish  to  make 
enemies  for  the  Tariff,  my  desire  bdng  to 
secure  the  greatet  good  for  the  greatest 
ntunber,  wittt,  the  le^  amount  of  friction. 
In  order  to  bring  matters  to  an  issue,  and 
to  restore  the  limitation  originally  recom- 
mended, I  move — 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  inserting 
after  the  word  "  machines,"  io  paragraph  A,  the 
words  "up  to  the  capacity  of  500  horse-power." 

I  intend,  if  that  is  can^Sl,  to  rnove  to 
make   machinery   of   larger   horse -power 
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dutiable  at  12^  per  cent,  or  whatever  low^ 
rate  the  Committee  may  decide  upon.  Mr. 
Sluyterman,  electrical  engineer,  of  Ben- 
digo,  when  referred  to  as  to  the  possi- 
bility of  the  difTeientiation  which  I  jnro- 
pose,  wrote  to  me — his  letter  is  an  a^Jen- 
dix  to  the  rep<»t  of  the  Cbnuniasioo  on 
the  subject — that — 

elcctricftl  generators  and  motors  can  be  made  in 
Aostralia  up  to  almost  any  capacity,  say  500 
borse-power,  provided  the  insulated  coDdvctors 
aitd  iosDlatmg  materials,  such  as  covered  wire, 
mica,  insulatug  varnishes,  prepared  tapes  and 
papers,  vulcanite  fibre,  rubber  and  all  insulating 
compounds,  also  platenoid  and  manganin  wires 
(for  XXX  rheostats)  were  kept  on  tbe  free  list. 

Mr.  Foster. — How  many  makers  of 
electrical  machinery  are  tbeie  in  Austra- 
lia? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— There  are  two 
or  three  in  Melbourne  —  Mr.  Wey- 
mouth and  Mr.  Joel,  and  one  in  Brisbane. 
Mr.  Barton,  a  Brisbane  electrical  engineer, 
wants  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  imposed  on 
small  motors  and  rheostats.  I  am  sorry 
that  I  cannot  do  justice  to  the  item  at  this 
late  hour. 

Mr.  Thomas. — If  (be  honorable  member 
will  move  that  the  item  be  postponed,  we 
will  support  him. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  have  asked  for 
a  postponement  of  tbe  Iton,  and  that  has 
been  refused. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Move  it. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.—I.  move  the 
amendment,  in  the  hope  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  see  their  way  to  accept  it 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Yes. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  (Cook)  [1.26  a.m.]. 
— I  also  am  very  sorry  that,  after  having 
bieen  here  for  fourteen  hours,  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  see  their  way  to  allow  us  to 
go  home. 

Sir  WiLUAU  Lyvz. — We  will  settle  the 
item  in  two  or  three  minutes. 

Mr.  Watson. — Let  us  finish  this  item; 
it  is  all  fixed  up. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— This  is  a  very  im- 
portant item  and  it  is  not  right  that  it 
should  be  fixed  up  without  receiving  any 
consideration. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — I  have  been  ccm- 
sidering  it  for  a  mexith. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— It  has  been 
pointed  out  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Tariff 
Commisskxi  that  it  is  not  reasxiable  to 
suppose  that  electric  motors  and  generators 
over  500  horse-power  will  be  manufactured 
in  Australia  for  a  considerable  time.  He  has 
also  stwwn  that  tbe  Government  have  altered 
tbeir  first  pr<^>osal  in  order  to  make  dutiable, 


at  25  and  20  per  cent,  respectively,  the 
whole  of  the  electrical  motor  power  which 
is  used  in  the  Commonwealth.  Several  in- 
terjecticHis  have  been  made  which  would 
imply  that  this  class  of  machinery  over 
500  horse-power  is  used  by  only  wealthy 
capitalists  in  mining  operations.  But  let 
me  point  out  that  it  is  used  in  connexion 
with  electric-lighting  plants  and  tramway 
systems  in  large  cities.  To  impose  duties 
of  25  per  cent,  and  20  per  cent,  on  such 
machinery,  which  cannot  be  made  here,  is 
simply  to  place  a  burden  upon  the  great 
majonty  of  the  people  who  use  electric 
tramways  and  electric  light.  I  was  expect- 
ing to  hear  a  few  w<xd8  on  this  item  from 
some  of  those  who  pretend  to  stand  up  for 
the  rights  of  New  South  Wales,  and,  see- 
ing that  no  one  has  risen  to  speak,  not  even 
on  the  Opposition  side,  I  wish  to  bring 
before  the  Committee  a  letter  which  I  have 
received  frou  the  Sydney  Municipal  Coun- 
cil.   The  letter  reads  as  follows : — 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts,  M.H.R.,  Federal  Parlia- 
ment, Melbourne. 
Dtas  Sn, 

I  have  tbe  honour,  by  direction  of  tbe  Sy<Jney 
Municipal  Council,  to  invite  your  attention  to 
the  fact  that  by  reason  of  tbe  new  Customs 
Tariff  the  Council  is  likely  to  be  involved  in  a 
very  considerable  ovtUy  of  money  to  cover  the 
new  duty  on  certain  electric  motors  and  other 
electric  machinery  and  apparatus  which  are  be. 
ing  imported  frdm  England  for  the  Sydney 
Electric  Light  undertaking. 

This  machinery  and  motors  cannot  be  reason- 
ably manufactured  in  the  Commonwealth, 
otherwise  purchases  would  be  made  accordinuly, 
and  the  Council  is,  therefore,  obliged  to  import. 

In  these  circumstances  I  am  to  represent  to 
you,  as  one  of  the  New  South  Wales  members 
of  tbe  Federal  Legislature,  tbe  great  hardship 
under  which  the  Council  labours  in  this  con- 
nexion, and  to  request  you  to  kindly  use  every 
endeavour  to  have  electric  motori  placed  on 
the  fxee  list,  and  the  duties  on  electric  ma* 
d^ery  and  apparatvs  largely  reduced. 

Tbaaking  you  in  antkipatira, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Dear  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  Nesbitt, 

Town  Clerk. 

As  it  is  pointed  out  by  the  Council  that 
the  electrical  machinery  which  they  want 
for  the  lighting  of  Sydney  cannot  be  rea- 
sonably made  in  Australia,  I  presume  that 
it  is  over  500  horse-power.  If  it  cannot 
be  made  here,  then  duties  of  25  per  cent, 
and  20  per  cent,  should  not  be  imposed. 
The  honorable  member  for  Hindmarsh, 
who  is  intenupting  me,  has  spoken  here 
time  after  time. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Duringj^^M^st  two 
days  I  have  spoken  fot  only  tw>  minutes. 
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Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— The  honorable 
member  has  talked  on  the  Tariff  at  least 
an  hour  for  every  minute  that  I  have  occu- 
pied, and  I  object  to  him  indicating  what 
f  should  do.  If  I  want  to  speak,  1  shall 
speak  without  asking  his  permission.  I 
owe  a  duty  to  my  constituents  as  well  as 
he  does.  I  was  waiting  patiently  in  my 
place  to  hear  some  of  those  who  pretend 
that  they  are  the  guardians  of  New  South 
Wnles  in  order  to  find  out  whether  they 
were  going  to  refer  to  the  letter. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order  !  I  ask  hon- 
orable members  to  cease  their  continuous 
talk. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  was  waiting  to 
hear  whether  the  reoresentations  of  the 
Sydney  Municipal  Council  would  be  placed 
before  the  Committee  by  some  h(»vorable 
members  representing  New  South  Wales, 
particularly  those  who  are  always  making 
a  tremendous  noise  about  their  loyaltv  to 
that  State.  As  the  matter  has  not  been 
referred  to  by  them  

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  Order  !  I  again 
appeal  to  honorable  members  to  cease  their 
continuous  talk.  It  is  impossible  for  me 
to  understand  what  the  honorable  member 
for  Cook  is  saying.  I  hope  that  honwable 
members  will  have  some  respect  for  at  least 
the  Chamber. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— The  very  members 
who  ought  to  be  supptHting  me  are  not  even 
helping  lo  maintain  order,  but  are  tr>-ing. 
with  others,  to  drown  my  voice,  and  so 
pre\ent  the  representations  of  the  Sydney 
Municipal  Council  from  reaching  the  pro- 
per quarter.  I  appeal  to  the  Minister  to 
accede  to  the  request  of  that  body,  that  elec- 
trical machinery  which  cannot  reasonably 
be  made  in  the  Commonwealth  should  be 
placed  upon  the  free  list.  The  dutv  should 
at  least  be  made  as  low  as  possible.  It 
means  a  tax  upon  the  wcn-king  people  of 
Sydney  and  suburt»,  to  whom  the  muni- 
cipal council  are  endeavouring  to  supply 
cheap  electru  light  in  opposition  to  the 
Gas  Company  of  Sydney — a  huge  monopoly 
which  has  been  charging  too  high  a  price 
for  a  very  long  time.  The  Minister  hav- 
ing, as  I  know,  sympathy  with  the  great 
working  population  of  Sydney,  will,  I 
trust,  see  his  way  clear  to  assist  the  Sydney 
Council  by  allowing  it  to  import  its  ma- 
chinery at  the  lowest  possible  rate  df 
dutv.  ' 

Sir  WIIXIAM  I.YNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [1.36  a.m.]. — The  honorable  member 
for  Cook  who  has  just  sat  down, 
the   honorable   member   for  Melbourne, 


arvi  the  hcMwrable  member  for  West 
Sydne) ,  have  interviewed  me  more 
than  once  in  regard  to  the  position 
of  the  cities  of  Melbourne  and  Sydney 
in  reference  to  electric  lighting  machinery. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Has  not  any  one  spoken 
to  the  Minister  about  Adelaide? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  cases  of 
the  two  cities  I  have  menti<med  were 
brought  prominently  before  me.  I  have 
considered  the  matter  in  the  light  of  the 
representations  made  to  me,  and  am  pre- 
pared to  ccmsent  to  a  lower  rate  of  duty 
than  I  was  at  first  inclined  to  accept  I 
am  prepared  to  acceiH  a  duty  of  20  per 
cent,  in  each  column.  The  honorable 
member  for  Bendigo  has  moved  an  amend- 
ment with  the  object  of  limitii^  the  duty 
to  500  h(»se-power  machinery.  On  ma- 
chinery beycHid  that  power  I  am  prepared 
to  take  a  lower  duty  than  20  per  cent.  I 
am  prepared  to  agree  to  duties  of  15  and 
20  per  cent,  in  reference  to  some  of  these 
paragraphs  in  consequence  of  the  repre- 
sentations made  to  me. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [1.38  a.m.]. 
— I  join  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Bendigo  in  regretting  the  necessity  fbi 
dealing  with  such  items  as  this  at  sudi 
an  hour.  The  business  done  at  all  sittings 
after  midnight  which  I  have  attended  has 
always  been  unsatisf actor)-.  We  have  never 
been  able  to  ^rive  at  a  reascmable  conclu- 
sion.   Every  one  is  in  a  bad  temper. 

Sir  WxLUAU  L^m. — I  am  sure  that  I 
am  not. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  Minister  may  feel 
in  his  usual  condition,  but  the  maj(Mity  of 
h(HiorabIe  memb^s  are  not  in  a  frame  of 
mind  cmiducive  to  the  satisfactray  transac* 
tion  of  business.  I  understood  that  .ye 
were  to  adjourn  every  night  at  11  o'clock 
in  consideration  of  sitting  so  early  in  the 
morning. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — Yes,  if  prt^ress  is 
made. 

FRAZER.— Very  reasonable  pro- 
gress has  been  made  at  this  sitting,  in  my 
opinion.  We  have  agreed  to  items  in- 
^'olving  many  thousands  of  pounds  to  the 
industrial  communitv,  and  although  they 
may  not  have  been  many  in  number  they 
were  of  greater  importance  than  perhaps 
ten  times  as  many  other  items  in  the'  sche- 
dule. It  is  regrettable  that  we  have  not 
many  electrical  experts  to  advise  us.  The 
best  advice  that  I  ha\e  been  able  to  ob- 
tain leads  me  to  saj^  that  we  shall  be  per- 
fectly safe  in  mdlni^cith4-j36;gDwie  of 
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duty  operate  on  machinery  over  500  horse- 
power. The  largest  dynamo  that  I  can 
see  catalogued  as  made  in  Australia  is  one 
of  200  horse-power.  I  think  we  shall 
adopt  a  verj-  fair  standard  in  accepting  the 
suggestion  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Bendigo.  Our  requirements  in  the  way  of 
electrical  machinery  are  so  limited  that 
in  all  probability  a  dynamo  of  500  horse- 
power will  prove  to  be  the  maximum  re- 
quired. An  increase  of  duty  from  12^  per 
cent,  to  20  per  cent,  is  as  much  protection 
as  an  industry  that  has  reached  .the  stage 
of  development  of  the  one  we  are  ccmsidu'- 
ing  can  npect  from  any  Farliunent.  Re- 
oognising  the  impossibiii^  of  making  a 
successful  appeal  to  the  Committee  at  this 
time  in  the  morning,  when  we  ought  to  be 
in  bed,  I  feel  disposed  to  accept  the  sug- 
gesti<»  of  the  Minister. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [1.43  a.m.].— 
The    honorable    and     juvenile  member 
for  Cook,   atthouglT  so  newly  a  mem- 
ber   of    this    House,    has  OHistituted 
himself    lecturer-general    to    the  Com- 
mittee,   and    has    admoni^ed    the  re- 
presentatives of  New  South  Wales  for  not 
protesting  against  the  proposed  duty  on 
electrical  machinery  and  appliances. '  He 
also  upbraided  some  honorable  members 
for  trying  to  drown  his  voice.    But  what- 
ever noise  was  being  made  while  he  was 
spe.ikinp,  came  from  his  own  corner;  and 
if  honorable  memters   representing  New 
South  Wales  have  not  hitherto  spoken  on 
this  subject,  it  was  simply  because  they 
were  anxious  to  assist  the  Government  in 
getting  through  the  Tariff  as  quickly  as 
possine,    by    trying    to    come    to  an 
understanding  with  the  Government  to 
secure  a  substantial   reduction  of  dut;. 
I  %-enture  to  say  that,  so  far  as  this  part 
of  the  division  is  concerned,  the  Opposi- 
tion cannot  be  accused  of  having  unduly 
occupied  the  time  nf  the  Committee.  The 
debate  has  been  carried  on  either  by  Go- 
vernment supporters  or  their  allies  in  the 
Ministerial  comer,  and  if  the  Treasurer 
has  any  cause  of  complaint,  he  certainly 
has  no  cranplaint  against  the  Opposition. 
Since  both  the  honorable  member  for  Cook 
and  the  honorable   member   fm  Barrier 
seem  to  think  that  the  r^resentatives  of 
N'ew  South   Wales    on    the  OppositicMi 
benches   should    ha\-e    made  themselves 
heard  more  frequently,   and   at  greater 
length  than  they  have  done,  I  propose,  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  to  leave  them  no 
ground  for  complaint.      The  honorable 
niember  for  Cook  read  a  circular  letter 


from  the  municipal  council  of  Sydney 
which  was  sent  to  all  the  representatives 
of  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Austin  Chafhan. — The  h(HX>rable 
member  for  Cook  was  the  first  to  make  any 
forcible  representation  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Yes,  simply  because 
he  first  caught  the  Chairman's  eye,  although 
other  members  rose.  I  intend  also  to  make 
SOTne  equally  forcible  observations  regard- 
ing it.  1  should  like  to  know  whether  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  received 
a  copy  of  the  circular  letter  from  the 
municipal  council  of  Sydney  protesting 
against  this  duty,  and  pointing  out  the  dis- 
abilities under  which  municipal  bodies  will 
labour  if  it  be  carried.  Will  the  Minister 
agree  to  the  reduction  propcned  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Bendigo? 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — I  understand 
that  the  Treasurer  has  said  that  he  will 
comnly  with  some  of  the  requests  made  by 
the  honwable  member  for  Cook  and  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Melbourne,  and 
that  he  is  prepared  to  agree  to  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  duties  to  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— With  a  proposal  that 
a  duty  of  i3|  per  cent,  be  imposed  in 
some  of  the  other  cases? 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — No;  to  duties 
of  20  per  cent,  and  of  15  per  cent.,  and 
10  per  cent,  in  respect  of  another  item. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Is  the  Minister  gmng 
to  accept  that  proposal? 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Yes,  if  honor- 
able members  are  agreeable. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  should  like  the 
Treasurer,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  Tariff, 
to  inform  us  what  he  proposes  to  do,  be- 
cause the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs 
has  no  responsibility  in  this  matter.  In 
the  letter  from  the  town  Clerk  of  Sydney 
it  is  pointed  out  that — 

The  Council  is  likely  to  be  involved  in  a 
very  considerable  outlay  of  money  to  cover  the 
new  duty  on  certain  electric  motors  and  other 
electric  machinery  and  apparatus  which  are 
being  imported  from  England  for  the  Sviiney 
electric  light  undertaking. 

This  machinery  and  motors  cannot  be  reason, 
ably  manufactured  in  the  Commonwealth,  other- 
wise purchases  would  be  made  accordingly,  and 
the  Council  is,  therefore,  obliged  to  import. 

^  The  municipal  councils,  representing  as 
they  do  the  most  democratic  bodies  within 
the  limits  of  their  jurisSiction,  would  be 
glad  to  purchase  locally  made  electrical 
machinery  and  appliances,  but  since  they 
are  not  made  here    they  must  have  re- 
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Mr.  Webster. — The  Treasurer  has  al- 
ready agreed  to  the  amoidinent. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— We  have  not  heard 
the  Treasurer  say  so. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — I  am  quite 
prepared  to  accept  it  now. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Where  is  the  Trea- 
surer? I  should  like  to  address  my  re- 
marks to  him,  as  he  is  in  charge  of  the 
Tariff.  In  the  honorable  gentleman's 
absence^  and  knowing  the  sharp  tactics  with 
which  we  have  had  to  deal .  in  connexion 
with  Tariff  matters,  I  am  compelled  to 
put  before  the  Committee  my  arguments 
m  support  of  the  proposal  made  by  the 
honorable  m»nber  for  Bendigo. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — A  proposal 
which  the  Government  have  already  agreed 
.&>.  If  that  honorable  member  will  let  the 
Chairman  put  the  questica,  we  are  pre- 
pared to  allow  it  to  go  at  c»oe. 

Mr,  JOHNSON.— I  remind  the  Min- 
ister of  Trade  and  Customs  that  the  respon- 
sible Minister  in  diarge  of  the  Tariff  is  not 
here,  and  has  not  definitely  told  the  C«n- 
mittee  what  reductions  he  is  willing  to  acree 
to  respecting  several  of  the  articles  included 
in  the  item,  and  that  honorable  monbers 
on  this  side  representing  New  South  Wales 
have  been  upbraided  for  not  having  put 
thdr  views  on  this  subject  before  the  Com- 
mittee. I  have  promised  to  remove 
all  cause  of  complaint  on  that  score, 
and  I  intend  to  do  so.  I  find,  oa  refer- 
ring to  the  Custcxns  returns  for  1906,  that 
from  the  United  KingdtHn  we  imported 
this  class  of  material  to  the  value  of 
17,852,  equal  to  55.57  per  cent,  of  the 
total  imports.  Our  imports  from  Germany 
amounted  in  value  to  ;^2i,i8i  equal  to 
10.32  per  cent  From  Sweden,  j£i2,g66 ; 
from  the  United  States,  ^52,426,  equal 
to  24.72  per  coit. ;  and  trom  all  other 
countries,  ^^6,845  worth  of  these  ma- 
terials. The  total  value  of  these  importa- 
tions amounted  to  ;^2i2,57o.  Turning  to 
the  evidence  taken  by  the  Tariff  Qnn- 
mission  in  connexion  with  these  matters, 
we  find  that  it  clearly  proves  that  no  duty 
we  could  impose  would  enable  the  ma- 
jority of  these  articles  to  be  manu- 
factured locally,  unless  the  manufac- 
ture were  preceded  by  a  very  large 
increase  in  consumption,  and  also  that 
the  few  articles  that  could  be  made 
here  could  only  be  produced  at  an 
excessive  cost.  At  page  2240  of  the  Tariff 
Commission  repent,  it  will  be  found  that 
Mr.  Crocker,  of  the  Kalgoorlie  Electric 


Power  and  Lighting  Company,  gave  this 
evidence — 

Practically  nooe  of  the  mnchineET  and  appli* 
anccs  used  for  producing  and  dealing  with 
electricity  arc  made  in  Australia. 

That  is  the  sworn  evidence  of  an  expert 
in  this  particular  buuness.    Mr.  Crocker 

said  in  his  evidence  that  Weymouth  and 
Company,  of  Melbourne,  did  a  little  manu- 
facturing, but  added,  "  We  endeavoured  to 
use  one  of  their  motors,  but  we  did  not 
find  it  working  satisfactorily.  Moreover, 
the  price  was  ^67  9s.  3d.,  while  the  invoice 
price   of    similar    imported    articles  was 
;^i7    los.    lod."     Evidently,  therefore, 
there  was  a  desire  to  give  a  preference  to 
the  local  article,  but  the  deal  was  found 
most  unsatisfactory,  and  there  wti  a  great 
discrepancy  between  the  two  prices.  The 
figures  are  so  important  ttiat  I  should  like 
to  hive  a  quorum  present  before  proceed- 
ing.   [Quorum  formed.]    So  great  a  dif- 
ference in  price  must  have  weight  with 
municipal  councils  and  similar  bodies,  who 
are  responsible  for  the  lighting  of  cites 
and  answerable  to  the  ratepayers  for  the 
pr<^r  and  economical  expenditure  of  the 
rates.  If  they  bought  articles  at  such  vastly 
increased  prices    thev  would  have  to  in- 
crease the  rates.     If  they  find  that  they 
cannot  get  appliances  manufactured  locally 
in  a  satisfactory  manner  or  at  a  reasonable 
price  they  must,  to  conserve  the  interests  of 
the  ratepayers,  go  to  the  cheapest  market. 
Mr.  Crocker  stated  in  his  evidence  that  at 
such  a  price  as  he  quoted  it  was  impossible 
to  use  electrical  machinery  for  mining  pur- 
poses.   This  is,  therefore,  a  matter  of  the 
gravest  ccmcern  to  those  engaged  in  min- 
inc  enterprises.     Now  that  the  Treasurer 
is  present,  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  what  he 
proposes. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [2.14].— I  desire 
to  make  an  explanati(»i  with  regard  to  the 
honCH-able  member  for  West  Sydnev.  who 
spoke  to  me  a  few  days  ago  regarding  this 
item,  as  he  was  verv  anxious  that  the  duties 
proposed  by  the  GOTernment  should  be  re- 
dutxd.  Earlier  in  the  sitting,  when  the 
honorable  member  for  Cook  rose,  I  rose  at 
the  same  time,  intending  to  speak  on  bdialf 
of  the  honorable  member  for  West  Sydnev. 
Then  the  honorable  member  for  Cook 
pointed  indignantlv  to  the  fact  that  no 
Sydney  representative  had  taken  up  the 
claims  of  Sydney  I 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — I  was  referring  to 
members  of  the  Opposition.  I  know  that 
the  honorable  member  fotiVftAtSvMnev  has 
been  very  active 
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Mr.  STORR£R.~I  am  prepared  to  sup- 
port duties  of  20  per  cent,  and  15  per  cent. 
OQ  all  items  in  (annexion  with  electrical 
aj^Iiances.  Although  I  have  had  nine 
vears'  experience  in  a  municipal  council 
which  has  one  of  the  best  electric  lig^it 
plants  in  Australia,  I  shall  not  trouble  the 
Committee  with  details.  These  articles 
can  be  manufactured  here,  and  we  should 
give  a  certain  amount  of  protection ;  but 
I  am  not  an  extremist. 

Mr.  FOSTER  (New  England)  [2.16 
a.m.]. — I  do  not  seriously  resent  the  im- 
putation of  the  bfxiorable  member  ftx  Cook 
that  New  South  Wales  monbers  are  neg- 
lectful in  this  matter.  . 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — I  spoke  of  the  New 
South  Wales  members  of  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— The  honorable  member 
spoke  of  New  South  Wales  representatives, 
and,  as  one,  I  should  like  to  inform  him 
that  I  approached  the  Treasurer  over  two 
mcmths  ago,  and  got  a  prcHnise  from  him 
that  he  would  do  his  best  to  see  that  all 
the  articles  that  cannot  be  made  here  were 
placed  on  the  free  list. 

Sir  William  Lyns. — T^aX  is  quite  true. 
T  had  f<»-gotten  the  fact.  That  was  about 
the  time  I  sought  the  assistance  of  profes- 
sional men. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  was  quite  satisfied 
with  the  promise  of  the  Treasurer ;  and  1 
am  pleased  at  the  present  attitude  of  the 
honorable  gentleman.  Electrical  machinery 
is  going  to  overtake  other  machinery ;  and 
we  know  that  in  many  mining  districts, 
where  wood  is  becoming  scarce,  water  power 
is  being  used,  wherever  possible,  to  cenerate 
electricity.  The  honorable  member  for 
Bendigo  has  pcnnted  out  that  in  the  item 
as  it  stands  are  articles  which  should  not 
be  included ;  and  I  shall  have  much  plea- 
sure in  supportine  their  elimination.  I  am 
not  prepared,  however,  to  suggest  a  lower 
Tariff  than  20  per  cent.  We  should  either 
have  a  protective  Tariff  or  make  the  articles 
free;  and  15  per  cent,  is  simply  a  revenue 
dut\'. 

Mr.  J<HTNSON. — The  Treasurer  says  lie 
requires  revenue. 

Mr,  FOSTER.— I  am  willing  to  assist 
the  Treasurer  in  (rf>taining  revenue  from 
other  sources  than  mining  blant. 

Mr.  McWIIXIAMS  (Franklin)  [2.19 
a.m.]. — The  arrangement  arrived  at  seems 
to  be  about  the  best  possible  under  the  cir- 
cumstances ;  but  if  there  were  any  hope  of 
getting  a  still  further  reduction,  I  should 
be  content  to  remain  here  much  l<Hi£er. 
Electricity  is  not  the  power  of  the  future 


but  the  power  of  the  present ;  and  in  Tas- 
mania there  is  a  project  <mi  foot  by  which 
enormous  electrical  power  is  to  be  generated 
for  lighting  and  motive-power  purposes. 
Just  when  these  enterprises  are  being  at- 
tempted a  paternal  Government  steps  in 
and  imposes  taxation  to  the  extent  of  4s,  in 
the  jQi  on  necessary  articles,  which  cannot 
be  made  in  Australia  profitably  for  many 
years  to  ccMne.  Launceston,  which  is  one 
of  the  most  up-to-date  cities  in  Australia, 
has  a  splendid  system  of  electric  lightingi 
and  electric  trams  are  being  introduced; 
and  similar  progress  is  being  made  in  South 
Aiistralia.  The  proposed  duty  is  wrong 
from  the  point  of  view  of  prepress,  and 
wrong  even  from  a  protectionist  stand- 
point. I  should  stn^gly  favour  a  lower 
duty ;  but,  believing  that  those  holding  the 
same  views  as  myself  have  made  the  best 
bargain  possible,  I  reluctantly  fall  in  with 
the  arrangement. 

Amendment  (Sir  John  Quick's)  agreed 

to. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Knox)  agreed  to — 
That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  leaving 

out  the  figures  "  35,"  with  a  view  to  insert  in 

lieu  thereof  the  figures  *'  ao." 

Amendment  (by  Sir  John  Quick.)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  inserting 
after  paragraph  k  the  words  : — "  aa.  Dynamos, 
electric  machines  over  the  capacity  of  500  horse- 
power, ad  val.  (General  Tarifit  and  United 
Kingdom),  izjj  per  cent." 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Watson)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  Iciiving 
out  the  iigurea  **  25,"  paragraph  B,  with  a  vie., 
to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  figures  "  20." 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta)  [2.24 
a.m.]. — In  agreeing  to  the  arrangement  by 
whh;h  a  substantial  reduction  has  been 
made,  I  regret  that  the  Treasurer  does  not 
see  his  way  to  make  a  still  further  reduc- 
tion, because  these  duties  are  altogether  too 
high.  A  great  deal  of  the  machinery  can- 
not, and  will  not,  be  made  here;  and  any 
duty  will  be  largely  a  revenue  duty.  I 
think  that  the  Treasurer  is  acting  unfairly 
in  going  beyond  the  recommendations  of 
the  A  section  of  the  Tariff  Commission. 
However,  as  there  appears  to  be  no  chance 
of  securing  anvthing  more,  I  am  forced  to 
agree  to  what  has  been  arranged  But 
I  extremely  regret  that  the  Treasurer  has 
not  made  more  substantial  otmoessions. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [2.26  a.m.].— 
I  am  sorr>'  that  the  Treasurer  has  not  seen 
his  way  to  agree  to  my  amendmen^^f  the 
duties   proposed.      In    order   to  secure 
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unifcMTinity,  I  have  been  reluctantly  obliged 
to  agree  to  the  compmnise  which  has  been 
effected. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [2.29  a.m.].— 
I  wish  to  know  why  telephone  switch 
boards  are  exempted? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyme. — Th^  are  only  im- 
ported by  the  Government,  not  by  private 
individuals. 

Amendments  (by  Mr.  Watson)  pro- 
ix>sed — 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  leaving 
out  the  figures  "  17^"  paragraph  c,  with  a  view 
to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  figures  "15";  and 
that  the  figures  *'  12^"  paragraph  c,  be  left 
out,  with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 
figures  "  10." 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [2.32  a.m.].— The 
arrangement  which  has  been  arrived  at  in 
respect  of  the  articles  specified  in  these 
paragraphs  seems  to  be  a  peculiar  one,  in- 
asmuch as  it  permits  of  the  admission  of 
the  electric  appliances  which  can  be  made 
within  the  Commonwealth,  at  the  lowest 
rate  of  duty. 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Watson)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  leaving 
out  the  figures  "20,"  paragraph  d,  with  a  vievr 
to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  figures  "15";  and 
by  adding  to  paragraph  D  the  words  "ad  va). 
(United  Kingdom),  10  per  cent." 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Knox)  agreed  to — 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  adding 
the  words — "  F,  Generators  for  direct  coupling 
to  steam  turbines,  ad  va),  (General  Tariff),  5 
per  cent-;   (United  Kingdom),  free." 

Amendment  (substituting  new  item  178), 
as  amended,  agreed  Xo. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Postponed  item  179.  Electrical  and  Gas  Ap- 
pliances, viz.  : — 

(A)  Electroliers;     Gasaliers;  Chandeliers; 

Pendants  ;  Brackets ;  Switches ;  Con- 
trolling  Devices,  n.c.i. ;  Radiators; 
and  Zinc  Tubing,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff),  25  per  cent. ;  (United  King- 
dom), 20  per  cent. 

(B)  N.E.I.,   ad   val.   (General  Tariff),  17^ 

per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  12^  per 
cent. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne) 
proposed — 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  agth 
November,  1907,  item  179.  Electrical  and  Gas 
Appliances,  viz,  : — 

(A)  Electroliers,     Gasaliers;  Chandeliers; 

Pendants;  Brackets;  Zinc  Tubinj;,  ad 
val.  (General  Tariff),  25  per  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  20  per  cent. 

(B)  N.E.I. ,  ad  val.  (General  TariH),  17^ 

per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  12^  per 
cent.,"  be  added. 


Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North  Syd- 
ney) [2-37  a.m.], — Electriotl  meters,  that  is 
machines  for  measuring  and  rec<vding  elec 
trie  power,  are  made  dutiable  under  item 
180  at  5   per  cent.,  if  imported  fromi 
foreign  coimtries,  but  they  may  be  im- 
ported free  frcm  Great  Britain.'    I  wish 
to  have  water  and  gas  meters  treated  ir» 
the  same  way.    Electrical  works  are  partly- 
municipal  undertakings  and  partly  private 
enterprises,  and  so,  too,  are  gas-works, 
though  there   are   more   gas-works  than 
electrical  works  under  municipal  control. 
The  met«^  are  not  instrimients  which  can 
be  made  in  Australia. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  do  not  think  that 
an  amendment  such  as  the  htxiorable  mem- 
ber proposes  can  be  moved  in  this  item. 
These  meters  were  dealt  with  as  manufac- 
tures of  metal  under  a  previous  item. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON. ---There 
was  some  confusion  in  regard  to  the  mat- 
ter, because  they  were  taken  out  of  itenk 
164,  but  were  not  inserted  in  the  new 
item.  Although  we  have  dealt  with 
manufactures  of  metals,  the  machines  in- 
cluded in  this  item  also  come  under  th.it 
designation,  and  there  are  other  items  em- 
bracing manufactures  of  metal  with  which 
we  have  yet  to  deal.  These  meters  are 
not  made  here. 

Sir  WiLUAU  Lyme. — I  am  informed 
that  they  are. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Where? 

Mr.  Mauger. — In  Little  Collins-street, 
not  one  hundred  yards  from  here. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  im- 
ported parts  are  put  together;  but  the 
meters  are  not  made  here. 

Mr.  Storrer. — There  is  nothing  to  pre- 
vent them  from  being  made  here. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— They 
are  covered  by  patent  rights,  and  are  not 
made  even  in  the  large  provincial  towns 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  partly  because 
powerful ,  exact  and  cost  1  y  mach  iner  y 
is  necessary  for  the  striking  out  of 
the  different  parts.  This  machinery  is 
very  expensive,  bijt  is  capable  of  turn- 
ing out  so  much  work  when  it  is  put 
into  operation  that  it  is  not  necessar\ , 
and  would  not  pay,  to  have  many  plants. 
Consequently  these  parts  are  struck  out  in 
London,  and  sent  to  E'dinbureh  and  oth^ 
cities  to  be  put  together.  There  is  no 
likelihood  of  their  being  made  in  Aus- 
tralia, because  the  ntmiber  of  n^Aers  re- 
quired annually  is  not  great,  afer  the 
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first  supply  has  been  placed  in  position. 
They  should  be  put  on  the  same  footing 
as  electrical  meters. 

Mr.  WATKI N  S  (Newcastle)  [2.41 
a.m.]. — 1  mentioned  this  matter  when  we 
were  dealing  with  an  earlier  item,  and 
was  told  that,  because  of  a  re-arrangement 
that  was  being- made,  it  should  be  brought 
on  later.  I  think  that  this  is  the  proper 
place  to  make  the  amendment  I  under- 
stand that  the  Metropolitan  Gas  Company 
of  Melbourne  puts  together  its  own  gas 
meters;  but  there  are  numbers  of  small 
gas  works,  owned  largely  by  municipalities, 
that  cannot  do  this.  I  understand  that 
the  parts  of  gas  meters  are  covered  by 
patent  rights,  so  that  they  cannot  be  made 
here,  and  therefore  it  woujd  be  unfair  to 
put  a  big  revenue  duty  on  them,  which 
would  have  to  be  borne  chiefly  by  the 
municipalities. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  will  accept  an 
amendment,  if  it  be  made  to  apply  only 
to  gas  meters. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS  (Franklin)  [2.45 
a.m.]. — Throughout  the  country  districts 
acetylene  gas  is  being  used  very  largely, 
and  I  desire  to  know  from  the  Treasurer 
whether  this  item  will  cover  acetylene  gas 
appliances  and  fittings  as  well  as  coal  gas 
appliances  and  fittings? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Yes. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[2.46  a.m.]. — Does  the  Treasurer  intend 
to  insist  upon  the  rates  of  duty  he  has  pro- 
posed in  thds  item? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  made  no  arrange- 
ment about  the  rates  of  dutv  on  these  items. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  I  propose 
to  move  that  the  item  be  postponed-  The 
hwiwable  gentleman  is  going  back  on  the 
spirit  if  not  the  letter  of  the  oxnpact. 
Otherwise  whv  is  he  asking  the  Cixnmittee 
to  take  these  items  at  all? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Very  well,  let  it 
go  at  20  per  cent,  in  each  column. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook) 
agreed  to— 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  leaving 
oot  the  fi|;itres  "25,"  paraeniph  a,  with  a  view 
to  mwrt  m  lien  thereof  the  figures  "aa" 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Dugald  Thomson) 
agreed  to— 

That  the  amendmeot  be  amended  by  inserting 
after  paragraph  a  the  words  :— "  aa.  Gas  meters, 
ad  Ml.  (General  Tariff),  5  per  cent.;  (United 
Kmgdom),  free." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [2.49  a.m.].— The  honorable  mem- 
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ber  for  Melbourne  Ports  desires  to  bring 
incandescent  filament  lamps  and  vapour 
lamps  under  thi&  item. 

Air.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[2.49  a-m.]. — I  move — 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  inserting 
after  paragraph  aa  just  inserted  the  words  : — 
"  AAA.  Incandescent  filament  lamps  and  vapour 
lamps,  ad  val.  (Genera)  TariR),  20  per  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  30  per  cent." 

We  ought  to  encourage  the  manufacture 
these  lamps  here,  seeing  that  other  lampk 
are  made  here.  Without  doubt,  electric 
light  is  superseding  other  forms  of  light, 
and  unless  we  make  preparations  now  ios 
the  manufacture  of  these  particular  lamps, 
a  great  deal  of  our  lamp  industry  will  be 
lost. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — If  the  honorable 
member  is  going  to  open  up  this  question, 
we  might  as  well  sit  here  all  night.  This 
amendment  has  nothing  to  do  with  elec- 
tricity. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyne.— Yes,  it  has. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  am  simply  asking 
the  Committee  to  transfer  these  articles  from 
item  180,  with  the  object  of  getting  such 
a  duty  imposed  that  they  can  be  manufac- 
tured here. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [2.52  a.m.].— 
Perhaps  it  would  be  as  well  to  point  out 
that  the  object  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Melbourne  Ports  is  to  remove  these 
articles  from  the  5  per  cent,  and  free  lists 
to  the  20  per  cent,  list  without  any  dif- 
ferentiation. By  an  artful  manceuvre  he 
proposes  to  bring  these  lamps  under  a  duty 
of  20  per  cent.  I  for  one  resent  such  a 
proposition.  It  is  trying  the  patient*  of 
members  of  the  Opposititti  a  little  too  far. 
These  subterfuges,  for  they  can  be  called 
nothing  else,  have  been  resorted  to  too 
often. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Ibvine. — ^We  have  given  way 
quite  enough  already. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN  (Mr. 
Batchelor). — I  p(»nt  out  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Melbourne  Ports  that  he  has 
proposed  an  increased  duty.  A  private 
member  is  unable  to  do  that,  and,  there- 
fore, the  amendment  is  out  of  order. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook) 
agreed  to— 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  leaving 
out  the  figures  "  17^1"  paragraph  B,  with  a  view 
to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  figures  "15";  nnd 
by  leaving  out  the  figures  "  la^,"  with  a  view 
to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  figures  *'  10." 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  'ifcg 
Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to.  ' 
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Poitponed  iten  i8o.  Electrical  Material!, 
vi*.  : — 

Accumulators  or  Storaee.  Batteries,  iaclud- 
ing  Glass  Cells  used  therewith ;  Cable 
and  Wire  (covered) ;  Carbons ;  Testing 
Meters  and  Instruments ;  Troaslators 
Insulating  Tapes;  Meters,  Resistance 
Coils;  Static  Transformers  and  Ter- 
minals; Pbotameters  for  Gas  and  Elec- 
tricity, ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  5  per 
cent. ;  (United  Kipgdom],  free. 

.Ajnendment  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne)  pro- 

ixised — 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  39th  No- 
vember, 1907. 

180.  Electrical     Articin     and  Materiali, 

viz,  : — 

Accumulators  or  Storage  Batteries ;  Arc 
Lamps,  Arc  Lamp  Carbons ;  Cable 
and  Wire  (covered) ;  Carbon  in  Blocks 
of  12  square  inches  and  over;  Electric 
Vacuum  Tubes ;  Incandescent  Filament 
Lamp^ ;  Measuring  and  Kecording 
Instruments;  Prepared  Insulating 
Tape;  Vapour  Lamps,  ad  val.  (Gene- 
ral Tariff),  5  per  cent,  ;  (United 
•    Kingdom),  free." 

Mr.  Mathews. — I  desire  to  move  that 
Ihe  words  "  incandescent  filament  lamps  " 
and  "  vapour  lamps  "  be  left  out. 

A(r.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Would  not  the 
omission  of  the  words  "quoted  by  the  hon- 
ornble  member  for  Melbourne  Ports  involve 
ijicreasing  the  duty  ? 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN  (Mr. 
Hatchelor). — I  have  no  knowledge  as  to 
whether  the  effect  of  omitting  the  words 
would  be  to  increase  the  duty  or  not. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— I  should  like  to 
ask  the  Treasurer  whether  the  omission  of 
the  words  in  question  would  not  have  the 
eflect  of  increasing  the  burdens  uptm  the 
jH.'ople  ? 

Sir  William  Lyme. — The  honorable 
member  is  quile  right. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN  (Mr. 
Hatciielor). — Then  the  honorable  mem- 
Ix^r  for  Melbourne  Ports  cannot  move  sucn 
an  amendment. 

Sir  WiLUAU  LvNE. — I  will  move  it  for 
him.    I  think  he  is  quite  right. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Williau  Lvne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  amendment  be  nmendrd  by  leaving 
out  the  words  "  incandescent  ^lament  lamps" 
and  "  vapour  lamps." 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta)  [3.0 
a.m.]. — I  shall  support  the  amendment 
upon  the  amendment.  I  congratulate  the 
honorable  member  for  Melbourne  Forts  on 
having  such  influence  with  the  Minister  as 
to  be  able  to  get  such  an  amendment  made. 


Mr.  Mathews. — ^The  Oppositiixi  have 
had  a  very  good  innings  to-night 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— We  have  per- 
force had  to  agree  to  duties  far  beyond 
those  suggested  by  the  A  section  of  the 
Tariff  Commission.  Perhaps  the  honor- 
able member  is  not  aware  of  that.  I  con- 
gratulate him  on  his  good  ^ortnne  in  be- 
ing able  to  get  what  he  wants  from  the 
Minister. 

Amoidment  of  the  amendment  agreed  to. 
Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 
Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Progress  reported. 

SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  agreed 

to — 

lliat  the  House  at  its  rising  adjourn  until 
3.30  p.m.  this  day. 

ADJOURNMENT- 

Days  of  Meeting. 

Motion  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  tlie  House  do  nuw  adjourn. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  cook.  (Parramatta) 
[3.6  a.m.J. — Is  the  Treasurer  prepared  at 
this  stage  to  state  what  he  proposes  to  do 
with  reyard  to  Saturdav  sittings,  so  that  we 
may  make  our  arrangements  accordingly  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [3.7  a.m.]. — I  wish  tlw  Committee 
to  deal  this  week  with  the  division  of  the 
Tariff  that  we  liave  just  been  considering. 
There  are  not  many  items  to  be  dealt  with 
that  are  likely  to  involve  much  discussion, 
and  I  propose  to  ask  the  House  to  sit  this 
evening.  If  we  can  dispose  of  the  division 
to-morrow  night  we  shall  not  meet  on  Satur- 
day ;  otherwise,  I  shall  have  to  a^  honor* 
able  members  to  meet  on  that  day. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  we  are  to  sit 
to-morrow  night  I  hope  that  we  shall  meet 
on  Saturday. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  we  can  deal 
to-morrow  with  the  division  relating  to 
metals  and  machiDery  we  shall  not  sit  on 
Saturday. 

Mr.  Johnson. — At  what  hour  shall  we 
meet  on  Mondav  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  cannot  make 
any  further  statement  at  this  stage. 

Question  resolved  in  ffife  affirmative. 
House  adjourned  at  3.8  (Friday). 
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Jljousr  of  Krprrscntatibrs. 

Friday,  2g  November^  1907- 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.30 
p.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  presented  a 
petition  from  the  Sydne\-  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, pravin;4  that  the  Australian  Indus- 
tries Pre.servation  Ifil!  l)e  set  aside. 

Mr.  MALONEY  presented  a  petition 
from  persons  engaged  in  the  musical  in- 
strument trade.  pra\ing  the  House  not  to 
sanction  anv  duty  on  pianos  higher  than 
that  leviwl  under  the  first  Federal  Tariff. 

Petitions  received  and  read. 

CABLE  TO  TASMANIA. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.  —  I  desire  to 
ask  the  i'Dstmaster-General,  without  no- 
tice, whether,  as  it  is  rumoured  that  the 
Government  intend  to  construct  a  new 
cable  to  Tasmania,  the  shortest  route  will 
be  selected^  making  Stanley  on  the  nmth- 
west  coast  of  Tasmania  the  terminus,  and 
thns  saving  the  cost  of  at  least  80  to  100 
miles  of  cable,  and  of  the  laying  of  it? 

Mr.  MAUGER.  —  Negotiation  are  in 
progress,  and  inquiry  is  being  made.  It 
is  premature  yet  to  say  what  will  be  done. 

INCOME  TAX:  FEDERAL 
SALARIES. 

Mr.  CROUCH.  —  In  some  income  tax 
cases  recently  heard  as  betwe«i  the  States 
of  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria  and  cer- 
tain taxpayers,  the  question  of  the  status 
of  the  High  Court  was  raised,  and  appli- 
cations were  made  for  leave  to  appeal  to 
the  Privy  Council  Can  the  AttOThey- 
General  inform  the  House  as  to  the  result 
of  those  appeals? 

Mr.  GROOM.  —  A  cablegram  has  just 
been  received  to  the  effect  that  the  peti- 
tions in  Baxter,  Flint,  and  Crouch's  case 
have  all  been  dismissed,  but  the  reascxis 
for  the  judgm«it  will  not  be  given  until 
a  later  date. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Those  were  peti- 
tions for  leave  to  appeal  ? 

Mr.  GROOM.  —  Yes.  The  position, 
shortly,  is  that  the  High  Court  held  that 
Federal  officers'  salaries  were  not  liable  to 
taxation  by  the  States.  That  was  held 
in  Deakin's  and  Lvne's  case.  The  matter 
[.413-2 


was  broufjht  up  again  before  one  of  the 
Stale  Judges,  who  followed  the  decisiwi 
of  tlie  High  Court,  but  gave  leave  to  ap- 
p^l  to  the  Privy  Council.  The  Privy 
Co-incil  held  that  Federal  incomes  were 
liable  to  le  assessed  for  purposes  of  taxa- 
tion bv  the  States.  The  matter  arose 
again  in  Baxter's  case  before  the  High 
Court  in  Sydney,  and  in  Flint's  case  in 
Mellj:j;irrie.  The  High  Court  re-affirmed 
its  decision,  and  refused  a  certificate  for 
lea^e  to  appeal  to  the  Priw  Council.  A 
petition  was  then  filed  with  the  Privy 
Council  for  leave  to  appeal  by  the  State 
of  New  South  Wales  in  Baxter's  case, 
and,  I  understand,  by  the  Government  of 
Victoria  in  Flint  and  Crouch's  case. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^Were  the  circumstances 
similar  in  each  case? 

Mr.  GROOM. — They  were  in  Flint 
and  Baxter's  case.  I  believe  there  was 
a  difference  in  Crouch's  case,  simply  from 
the  fact  that  the  remuneration  of  a  member 
was  involved,  instead  of  a  public  servant's 
salary. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^Then,  does  Crouch  win 
or  lose? 

Mr.  GROOM.— In  Crouch's  cass  the 
petition  has  been  dismissed.  The  petitions 
in  these  three  cases  have  been  dismissed. 
The  position,  therefore,  is  that  the  judg- 
ments of  the  High  Court  remain. 

EXCISE    TARIFF  (AGRICULTURAL 
MACHINERY)  ACT. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  deare  to  ask 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs 
whether  any  of  the  agricultural  implement 

makers  have  vet  furnished  the  security 
demanded  by  the  Department,  and,  if  so, 
how  manv  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  do  not 
know  whether  any  securities  have  yet  been 
given,  but  the  time  allowed — fourteen 
days — has  not  yet  expired.  When  the  time 
is  up,  I  shall  give  the  h«iorable  meml>er 
the  information  asked  for. 

TARIFF. 

Circulation  of  Commtttee's 

Decisions. 

Mr.  GLYNN. — I  wish  to  ask  a  question 
of  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cusiums, 
and,  in  doing  so,  to  make  a  short  explana- 
tion. I  understand  that  each  day  the  only 
information,  except  the  very  ample  reports 
— which  are  not  official — of  the  press, 
given  to  merchants  as  to  the  duties  fixed  bv 
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Personal  ExplatuUion. 


the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  is  con- 
tained in  a  copy  of  the  items  dealt  with 
posted  at  the  Customs  House.  S<Mne  mer- 
chants have  drawn  my  attention  to  the  fact 
that,  however  desirous  they  are  of  prevent- 
ing errors  in  their  entries,  they  find  it  im- 
possible, in  the  circumstances,  to  keep  abso- 
lutely up  to  the  Custmns  iegulati<His.  1, 
therefore,  ask  the  Minister  whether,  as 
each  dtvisim  of  the  Tariff  is  dealt  with, 
he  will  cause  the  result  to  be  published  in 
a  handy  form,  so  that  it  may  be  circulated 
amongst  merchants.  I  am  told  that  would 
be  a  great  convenience  if  it  were  done. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  hon- 
orable member's  request  appears  to  be  rea- 
sonable, and  I  shall  endeavour  to  comply 
with  it  as  socm  as  possible. 

EXCISE  PROCEDURE  BILL. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  wish  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  whether  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  proceed  with 
the  Excise  Procedure  Bill  before  the  ad- 
journmait  for  Christmas?  I  understo-xl 
from  the  hononible  gentleman's  recent 
statement  that  he  proposes  to  give  a 
general  outline  of  the  new  protection  policy 
of  the  Government  before  the  House  rises, 
and  that  any  measures  relating  to  that 
question  are  to  be  dealt  with  subsequentlv. 

Mr.  DEAKIX.— If  time  permits— 
which  I  doubt — ^.we  should  certainly  deal 
with  the  Bill  to  which  the  honorable  mem- 
I)er  refers,  but  before  it  is  dealt  with  the 
statement  in  relation  to  the  new  protection 
will  be  made. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— Will  not  the  Bill 
be  dealt  with  until  after  the  Tariff  is  dis- 
posed of? 

Mr.  DEAKIX.— It  will  not  be  dealt 
with  until  after  the  statement  is  made.  If 
time  permitted,  and  the  Tariff  were  dis- 
posed of — which  is   a  contingency  I  am 

afraid  that  I  cannot  contemplate  

.  Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— The  Bill  is  not 
likely  to  be  dealt  with  before  the  Christ- 
mas adjournment? 

Mr.  DEAKIX.— No. 

PUBLIC  SERVICE:  INCREMENTS. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Treasurer  whether,  as  inc^^ments  recom- 
mended by  the  Public  Service  Commis- 
sioners, as  from  the  ist  July  last,  are  being 
withheld  until  the  Estimates  are  passed,  is 
It  not  rather  hard  upon  the  officers  con- 

-»w;d,  who,  in  most  cases,  although  thev 
looked  forward  to  receiving  the  in- 
nts,  will  not  be  likely  to  get  them 


now  until  next  July?  Could  not  the  Trea- 
surer make  provisiOT  that  all  increments 
shall  be  paid  to  those  in  receipt  of  under 
;^3oo  a  year,  as  I  understand  has  been 
done  already  in  the  case  of  officers  receiving 
under  j^i6o? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  matter 
has  been  before  me,  but  at  present  I  do 
not  feel  disposed  to  deal  with  the  whole 
of  tl»se  increments  before  Parliament 
passes  them  in  the  ordinary  way  in  the  Es- 
timates. The  amoimt  is  considerable.  I 
will  look  into  the  matter  again,  but  I  am 
not  at  present  prepared  to  take  the  respOD- 
sibility  of  paying  them. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  am  sorry  to  have  to 
trouble  the  House  with  a  short  persmial 
explanation.  A  small  newspaper,  published 
in  Melbourne,  has  made  a  statement  to  the 
effect  that  I  have  used  my  Ministerial  in- 
fluence to  get  leathers  for  hats,  and  ma- 
chinery for  hat-making,  placed  on  the  free 
list,  and  also  to  obtain  a  heavy  dutv  upon 
hats  and  caps,  and  that  the  result  means 
thousands  of  pounds  to  me  personally.  I 
should  have  taken  no  notice  of  the  state- 
ment in  the  newspaper  to  which  I  refer, 
had  not  the  lying  statement  been 
reprinted  in  quite  a  number  of  coun- 
try papers  in  Victoria ,  and ,  as  I 
learn  now,  in  some  New  South  Wales 
papers.  I  have  to  repeat  what  I  said  be- 
fore, that  neither  in  the  case  of  material 
nor  in  the  case  of  manufactured  goods  in 
the  hat-making,  or  any  other  industry 
have  I  a  pennv  of  interest,  directly  or  in- 
directly. 

MESSENGERS:  LATE  HOURS. 

Mr.  TUDOR.  —  I  desire  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  the  boys  employed 
as  messengers  at  the  Government  Printing 
Office,  and  also  the  telegraph  messengers, 
who  are  compelled  to  remain  on  duty  at 
Parliament  House  during  the  present  ex- 
traordinary hours  of  sitting,  are  receiving 
any  extra  payment.  During  last  session, 
when  there  were  all-night  sittings,  the 
Prime  Minister  promised  that  some  ar- 
rangement would  be  made  to  recompense 
these  boys ;  and  I  desire  to  know  wheth« 
any  arrangement,  if  made,  has  been  car- 
ried out? 

Mr.  DEAKIX.  —  The  customary  time 
for  considering  this  matter — and  I,  am  sure 
it  will  be  considered  in  the>6B^[^)oS5ible 
spirit — is  Christmas  Eve.  . 
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Mr,  JOSEPH  COOK.  —  Is  the  Prime 
Minister  aware  that  Parliament  is  being 
thoroughly  sweated,  and,  if  so,  will  he  say 
what  is  proposed  to  be  dcxie  regarding  pay- 
ment for  overtime  ?  Are  we  to  have  leave  of 
absence  in  lieu  of  payment,  or  how  do  we 
stand  generally  in  this  connexion? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  think  the  question  is 
a  very  fail  one.  Speaking  for  the  Go- 
vernment, we  are  prepared  to  give  the  Op- 
pontion  leaTO  of  absence  from  this  time 
forward  until  the  end  of  the  sessicm- 

PAPUA:  TAXATION  OF  NATIVES. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  desire  to  know  from 
the  Prime  Minsister  whether  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  impose  a 
poll  tax,  or  hut  tax  on  the  natives  of 
Papua,  and,  if  so,  whether  it  will  be  under 
the  authority  of  legislative  or  of  Executive 
action? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.  —  The  question  of  the 
taxation  of  the  native  population  of  Papua 
will  come  before  this  House  prior  to  any 

steps  being  taken  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  Crouch.  —  There  will  be  a  state- 
ment made  beforehand  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Yes. 

NEW  SOUTH  WALES 
GOVERNMENT  PRINTING. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  asked  the  Treasurer, 
spon  notice — 

1.  What  was  the  amount  paid  to  the  New 
South  Wales  Govemmest  Piinting  Office  for 
printing  the  report  of  the  Colonial  Confereoce 
and  the  report  of  Mr.  Beale  in  connexion  with 
Patent  Medicines  respectively? 

2.  What  is  the  value  of  Commonwealth 
printiog  executed  by  the  New  South  Wales  Go- 
vernment Printing  Office  from  ist  January  to 
31st  October  of  the  current  year? 

3.  Is  he  aware  that  in  many  casei  boyi  are 
engaged  doing  men's  work  in  the.  Government 
Printing  Office,  Sydney? 

4.  Is  be  aware  that  a  married  man  with  a 
wife  and  two  children  and  ten  years'  service  is 
being  paid  25s.  per  week,  and  another,  thirty 
years  of  a^e  with  a  lar^e  family  and  sixteen 
years'  service,  it  in  receipt  of  359.  per  week, 
and  that  in  many  instances  wages  are  being 
paid  which  are  not  fair  and  reasonable? 

5-  Under  mch  circumstances  will  he  consider 
the  advisability  of  withholding  any  Common* 
wealth  work  from  the  Government  Printing 
Office,  Sydney,  until  the  State  Government  sea 
that  existing  sweating  is  abolished? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— In  answer  to 
the  hcmorable  member's  questions,  I  beg 
to  state — 

1.  £270  and  ^^487  respectively, 
a.  ;(i6,690  los.  lod. 

3-  No.  I  understand  that  boys  are  not  en- 
gaged doing  men's  work. 


4.  This  is  a  question  which  it  would  not  be 

proper  for  me  to  officially  ask  the  State  Minis- 
ter to  reply  to.  I,  however,  happen  to  know 
that  there  is  a  young  man  in  the  Government 
Printing  Office,  Sydney,  who  married  very 
early,  and  whose  promotion  was  delayed  in 
consequence  of  bis  inability  to  qualify  himself. 
I  understand  that  he  has  now  passed  the  neces- 
sary examination,  and  that  he  will  receive  pro- 
motion.   I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  other  case. 

5.  I  have  not  ascertained  that  there  is  any 
"sweating"  in  the  Government  Printing  Office, 
Sydney,  nor  do  I  believe  that  it  exists.  I  do 
not  consider  that  there  is  any  necessity  for  action 
on  the  part  of  this  Govemmeat. 

TARIFF  :  REBATES  ON 
MACHINERY. 
Mr.  JOHNSON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs,  upon  notice — 

Referring  to  his  answer  to  paragraph  2  of 
question  No,  i  of  yesterday,  regarding  rebate 
of  duties  on  machinery  used  in  the  various  pro- 
cesses of  manufacture  of  fibrous  materials  for 
the  production  of  hats^ 

I.  Does  the  Minister  realize  that  bis  reply 
discloses  a  serious  defect  in  the  mpthod 
of  keeping  the  accounts  of  his  Depart- 
ment as  it  appears  that  though  duties 
are  rebated  to  importers  there  appears 
to  be  no  record  of  the  amounts  so  re- 
mitted to  individual  importers,  or  even 
of  the  total  amount  of  rebates? 
a.  His  the  Auditor-General  offered  no  com- 
ment on  the  loose  system  of  bookkeep- 
ing which,  from  the  reply,  appears  to 
prevail  ? 

3.  What  means,  if  any,  are  employed  by 
the  Department  to  trace  rebates  of  duty 
in  connexion  with  different  descriptions 
of  imports? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.  —  The 
answers  to  the  honorable  member's  ques- 
tions are  as  follow: — 

I.  It  has  already  been  explained  to  the  honor- 
able member  that  no  rebates  were  given  under 
the  190a  Tariff.  As  this  was  the  case  it  is 
evident  that  no  record  was  possible.  The  goods 
being  free  of  duty  in  common  with  a  great  num- 
ber of  other  goods,  no  occasion  arose  for  any 
special  record.  None  was  required  or  neces- 
sary. 

2  and  3.  See  reply  to  No.  i. 

GERMAN  ISLANDS,  PACIFIC: 
CLAIM  OF  BURNS,  PHILP,  &  CO. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  asked  the 
Prime  Minister,  ufien  notice — 

1.  \Vhether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  Australian 
claim  made  upon  the  German  Government  in 
connexion  with  the  treatment  of  vessels  trading 
from  Australia  to  the  Marshall  and  other  Ger- 
man Islands  is,  after  years  of  waiting,  no 
nearer  settlement? 

2.  Does  the  British  Government  indorse  the 
claim  ? 

3.  Does  Germany  refuse  to  arbitrate  or  make 
a  settlement  unless  Great  lJ"t^^^4ACjWf3>>'* 
arbitration  some  resuscitaMdy oUiiuCBjSO«many 
upon  Great  Britain? 
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Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  answers  to  the 
honorable  member's  questions  are  as  fol- 
low— 

1.  Yes. 

2.  Yes. 

3.  Yes.  I  may  add  that  when  information  to 
this  effect  reached  me  00  Tuesday  last  I  asked 
His  Excellency  the  Governor-General  to 
despatch  a  cable  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  to  the  foUoiring  effect  :— 

"  Ministers  have  received  no  information 
from  Secretary  of  State,  but  learn  that 
German  Government  make  it  condition 
of  agreeing  to  arbitrate  on  Burns, 
Philp^s  claim  that  claims  by  Germany 
against  Great  Britain  should  be  treated 
similarly.  Minister!  are  unaware  what 
German  claims  arc  referred  to,  but 
hope  His  Majesty's  Government  will  not 
acquiesce  in  any  course  that  will  in- 
volve luithex  delay.** 

TEMPORARY  EMPLOYES,  POSTAL 

DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  CARR  (for  Mr.  Webstes)  asked 
the  Postmaster-General,  upon  notice — 

I.  How  many  temporary  and  casual  bands 
have  been  employed  in  the  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department  in  New  South  Wales  during  the 
present  year  up  to  date? 

a.  What  is  the  total  cost  of  this  lab^? 

3.  How  many  similar  hands  were  employed 
dusing  the  financial  years  1903-4,  4-5,  5-6,  6-7, 
and  what  was  the  cost  involved  ? 

4.  What  amount  has  been  provided  00  the 
Estimates  for  temporary  assistance  for  the  cur- 
rent financial  year? 

5.  What  amount,  in  view  of  the  present  state 
of  eipenditure,  i»  it  estimated  the  employment 
of  temp(»ary  and  casual  oaplorment  will 
amount  to  for  1907-8? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— In  reply  to  the  honor- 
able merobtf's  questions,  I  have  to  state 
that  inquiries  are  being  made,  and  the  de- 
sired information  will  be  furnished  as  early 
as  practicable. 

OVERWORK,  SYDNEY  POST 
OFFICE. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  asked  the  Postmas- 
ter-General, upon  notice— 

1.  Why  are  not  telegraphists  appointed,  con- 
sidering the  alleged  inadequate  and  overworked 
staff  of  the  G.P.O.,  Sydney,  and  the  numerous 
complaints  by  the  public  appearing  in  the 
columns  of  the  daily  press  in  New  South 
Wales? 

2.  Is  it  a  fact  that  officers  of  the  General  Di- 
vision who  qualified  for  positioas  of  telegra|A- 
ists  over  eighteen  months  ago  are  still  kept  at 
their  present  grade  and  salaries,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  thev  are,  and  have  been,  perform- 
iag  telegraphists'  work.  If  so,  why  are  these 
omcers  not  appointed,  and  their  rightful  in- 
creases allowed  them? 


Mr.  MAUGER.— The  uswers  to  the 
honorable  member's  questions  are  as  fot- 
low — 

!•  The  Public  Service  Commissioner  has  CMi- 
cvried  in  the  creation  of  four  new  positions  of 
Telegraphist  and  has  intiouted  that  steps  tax 
being  taken  to  make  the  appointments. 

a.  Inquiries  are  being  made  and  the  required 
information  will  be  furnished  as  early  as  pos- 
sitile. 

I  may  add  that  I  have  had  a  conference 
with  the  Public  Service  Commissioner  this 
morning,  and  he  is  00-operating  with  me 
to  as  quickly  as  possible  relieve  the  pressure 
in  the  New  South  Wales  Post  Office. 

TARIFF. 

/»  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  (Con- 
sideration resumed  from  aSth  November, 
vide  page  6S10  ) : 

Postponed  item  181.  Rails,  Fish  Plates,  Fish 
Bolts,  Tic  Plates  and  Rods,  Switches,  Points, 
Crossings,  and  Intersections,  for  Railways  and 
Tramways,  ad  val.,  12^  per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [2.56]. — My  desire  is  to  move  that 
the  duties  on  this  item  be  17^  per  cent, 
and  12J  per  cent.  The  leoommendaticm  of 
the  A  section  of  the  Tarifif  Commusion  was 
that  the  duty  should  be  12J  per  cent.,  but 
I  desire  to  give  a  preference  on  this  item, 
as  the  imp(»tatiicx)s  from  fweign  countries 
are  much  larger  than  from  the  United 
Kingdom.  In  1906  the  importati(»s  from 
the  United  Kingdom  were  represented  by 
^^134.848,  out  of  a  total  of  £^AO»AZ5  ; 
and  in  the  previous  year  by  ^132,522  out 
of  a  total  of  £i^o,sZ5-  This  shows  a 
large  proportion  as  against  Great  Britain, 
and  1  desire,  by  my  amendment,  to  give  a 
preference  in  favour  of  the  Old  Country. 
I  move — 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  joth 
November,   8907,  ad  val.,   17^  per  cent"  be 

added. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Surely  there  can 
be  a  preference  without  the  amendment. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [2.58].— I  thought 
the  Treasurer  was  rising  to  propose  that 
the  item  should  be  made  free,  but,  as  a 
matter  of  fact>  the  amendment  means  a 
fairly  substantial  increase  of  duty  on  about 
two-thirds  of  the  imports. 

Sir  WiLUAU  Lyne. — Un<fer  the  old 
Tariff  the  duties  were  20  per  cent,  and 
12^  per  cent. 

Mr.  GLYNN. — We  ought  to  improve  as 
we  go  along.  This  is  a  tax  (hi  mining,  an 
industry  which  is  entitled  to  fair  conside- 
ration, representing  as  it  does  about 
^32,000,000  per  annum  out  of  a  total 
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prodocticxi  of  j^i35,ooo>ooo  per  aiuuim. 
Not  only  so,  but  this  duty  is  a  faiily  itiff 
tax  00  the  States  Governments,  who  are, 
•of  course,  the  largest  importas  and  con- 
sumers of  rails.  "ITiis  means  a  levy  on  the 
loan  Hwneys,  which,  of  course,  come  here 
from  England  in  the  fonn  of  goods.  I 
resiind  tlK  Cotnmittee  that  -nrhile  vre  do  not 
admowtedge  tliat  the  States  GovenvMnts, 
under  the  Constitution^  are  exempt  front 
the  paymoit  of  import  duties,  we  take  very 
j^reat  care  that  nothing  imported  by  the 
Commonwealth  shall  be  subject  to  anv 
duty.  Of  course,  tiiis  is  a  matter  which 
affects  the  merits  of  the  particular  duty 
under  consideration.  I  suggest  that  the 
Treasurer  should  allow  rails  to  be  admitted 
free; 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.— Certainly  not.  I 
am  practically  reducing  the  dutv  which 
viA%  levied  upon  them  under  the  old  Tariff. 

Mr.  GLYXN. — The  Treasurer  wishes  to 
increase  the  rate  which  be  first  proposed  by 
5  per  cent.,  and  this  higher  impoBt,  ac- 
cording to  his  own  fi cures,  will  affect  two- 
thirds  of  the  imports.  I  contend  that  the 
increased  dutv  proposed  will  prove  a  verv 
severe  impost  upon  mines,  and  it  will 
fall  particularly  heavy  upon  such  sena- 
puWic  bodies  as  the  Adelaide  Tramways 
Trust.  The  true  policv*  would  be  to  post- 
pone the  imposition  of  the  dutv,  if  one  be 
desired,  until  we  are  assured  that  the  local 
consumption  can  be  met  by  local  produc- 
tion. I  understand  that  this  is  not  the  case 
at  present,  and  is  not  likely  to  be  for  some 
vears  to  come. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[3.3]. — I  think  that  we  might  shorten  the 
debate  upon  this  item  very  materially  if 
the  Treasiuer  would  only  be  reasonable. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  very  reason- 
able. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Treasurer 
proposes  to  inCTease  the  rate  upon  rails 
against  the  foreigner  to  17  J  per  cent.  I 
am  quite  agreeable  to  agree  to  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  dutv  of  i.^  per  cent,  under  the 
General  Tariff  if  he  will  reduce  the  rate 
gainst  the  United  Kingdom  to  10  per 
cent. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Oh,  no. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Treasurer 
must  not  for^ret  that  a  bounty  is  also  pay- 
able up<xi  rails. 

Mr.  Watuns- — There  is  no  bounty  upon 
the  articles  specified  in  diis  item. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— There  is  a 
bounty  payable  upon  the  raw  product  from 
which  th^-  are  made? 


Mr.  Watkins.— Yes. 

Mr,  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Treasurer 
might  very  well  agree  to  the  compromise 
which  I  have  suggested,  and  thus  save 
time. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [3.5].— 
As  the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta 
has  pointed  out,  the  fact  should  not  be 
overlooked  that  it  is  proposed  to  grant  a 
bounty  upon  the  raw  material  from  which 
the  articles  specified  in  this  item  are  made 
until  the  iron  industry  has  been  svAcMitly 
established.  Perhaps  the  most  impOrt£Uit 
of  these  articles  is  rails,  and  it  seems  to 
me  that  they  ought  not  to  be  subjected  to 
a  duty  until  the  time  arrives  when  the 
Government  are  satisfied  that  the  iron  in- 
dustry has  been  established. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — ^Whv  not. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— the  process  of 
qjaking  rails,  and  esoedally  steel  rails,  is 
one  which  will  come  last  in  the  pioductioo 
of  iron.  To  make  steel  rails,  heavier  and 
more  expensive  machinery  is  required  than 
is  necessary  in  ccsmexion  with  any  other 
primary  process  of  iron  production. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  understand  that,  in 
connexion  with  the  contract  into  which  Mr, 
Sandford  has  entered  with  the  New  South 
Wales  Government,  that  gentleman  intends 
to  erect  a  mill  for  the  manufacture  of  steel 

"  Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.- 1  have  no  de- 
sire to  mention  Mr.  Sandford's'  name  in 
this  debate,  but  seeing  that  it  has  been 
introduced,  I  would  pcrint  out  that  under 
the  prc^>osals  of  the  Government  he  will 
get  the  advantage  of  a  bounty  of  12&.  per 
ton  upcxi  the  pig  inm  that  be  produces. 

Mr.  Watson. — Which  amount  will  go  to 
the  State. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— That  is  the 
amount  which  will  be  paid  upon  the  pig 
iron  that  he  produces.  But  in  addition  Iw 
wilt  get  I3S.  per  ton  for  ccmverting  that 
pig  iron  into  Steel  rails. 

Mr.  Watkins. — No. 

Mr.  Watson. — So  far  as  the  articles 
specified  in  this  item  are  supplied  to  the 
New  South  Wales  Government  by  Mr. 
Sandft»d,  the  bounty  payable  in  le^wct 
of  them  will  be  paid  into  the  State 
Treasury. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Under  an 
arrangement  between  Mr.  Sandford  and 
the  Sute? 

Mr.  Watson. — Yes. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— But  I  am  deal- 
ing  with  general  principles,  and  I  think 
it  would  be  wise  to  discuss  this  matter 
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without  reference  to  any  particular  person. 
I  desire  to  assist  the  Treasurer  in  dis- 
posing speedily  of  the  remaining  items  in 
this  division.  All  that  he  desires  is  that 
the  manufacture  of  steel  rails  shall  be 
established  in  Australia.  We  all  desire 
that,  and  nobody  wishes  it  mone  strongly 
than  I  do.  But  the  way  in  which  the 
Government  propose  to  encourage  the  in- 
dustry is  by  offering  a  substantial  bounty 
upMi  the  production  of  iron  until  it  has 
been  established,  and  subsequently  by  ex- 
tending to  it  a  substantial  protective  duty. 
I  think  that  the  same  line  of  reascming  is 
applicable  to  a  good  many  things  other 
than  steel  rails,  but  I  cwifine  my  remarks 
to  rails  because  they  seem  to  me  of  most 
importance.  It  has  been  pointed  out  that 
it  may  be  decided  that  State  imports, 
under  this  heading,  are  not  subject  to 
duty.  If  that  view  should  be  upheld  St 
is  apparent  that  the  duties  which  we  im- 
pose upon  steel  rails  will  be  a  considerable 
tax  upon  those  who  have  attracted  to 
construct  private  railways  and  tramways, 
and  that  at  a  time  when  admittedly  the 
industry  is  not  capable  of  manufacturing 
them.  As  soon  as  the  Ministry  are  pre- 
pared to  oome  to  the  House  and  say,  "  Mr. 
Sandford  is  in  a  position  to  manufacture 
these  rails  and  the  industry  has  been 
established;  let  us  extend  to  him  a  pro- 
tective duty,"  I  shall  be  prepared  to  sup- 
port their  proposal.  But  until  then  I  think 
it  would  be  a  serious  thing  to  impose  this 
duty  on  rails.  It  will  be  a  purely  revenue 
duty  for  the  time  being,  and  will  probably 
be  collected  only  upon  the  small  quantity 
of  rails  which  is  imported  by  private 
enterprise.  I  ask  the  Treasurer  to  con- 
sider whether  it  would  not  be  wise  at  this 
stage  to  omit  the  word  "rails"  frwn  this 
item  with  a  view  to  its  inserticm  in  divi- 
sion VIb. 

Sir  WiLLiAU  Lyne. — No;  I  intend  to 
postpone  that  division  until  after  the 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill  has 
been  dealt  with. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— If  the  measure 
in  question  be  not  passed  the  Treasurer 
will  still  be  in  a  position  to  reccnnmit 
the  item  for  the  purpose  of  re-inserting 
rails,  and  I  shall  be  found  supporting  him. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [3.10]. — I  wish  to  emphasize  the 
exact  position  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
The  articles  here  mentioned  which  are  an- 
nually imported  into  the  Commonwealth 

'  valued  at  ^^340, 000.  Of  this  amount 
939  worth  comes  fr«n  Belgium;  Ger- 


many, ^£36,575;  Netherlands,  j^2SSi 
and  the  United  States,  ^75.145,  or  in  all 
j£^OT,gi3,  out  of  a  total  of  ;^;344»435- 
The    British    imports    were    valued  at 

;£i32>522- 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Can  the  honorable 
gentleman  distinguish  between  the  items? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No,  because  all 
the  importations  oxne  under  the  same- 
heading. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— The  hoooraWe 
gentleman  has  iwt  separate  figures  for  the 
importati(nis  of  rails? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No;  I  wanted 
to  get  those  figures,  but  they  could  not  be 
supplied  to  me  by  the  Department.  I  do 
not  wish  to  detain  the  Cranmittee  What- 
ever is  going  to  be  done,  I  ask  honorable 
members  to  come  to  a  vote.  The  States 
get  back  three-fourths  of  the  duty  paid 
upcm  their  importation  of  these  items. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — Yes;  but  the 
money  for  the  Customs  duty  comes  out  of 
Loan  Account,  and  the  three-fourths  share 
is  paid  into  the  Consolidated  Revenue 
Fund. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  That  is  s 
matter  for  the  consideration  of,  not  the 
Commonwealth  Government,  but  the  States. 
If  a  certain  sum  is  raised  from  the  impor- 
tation of  these  articles,  the  States  get  back 
three-fourths  of  the  money  paid  in  Cus- 
toms duty. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — At  least  that  pro- 
portion. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Practically,  they 
get  back  the  whole  of  the  duty. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No ;  but  in  the 
past  the  States  have  been  paid  back  a  great 
deal  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  Cus- 
toms duty.  Therefore,  they  cannot,  or 
should  not,  complain. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.  —  The  difficulty 
arises,  not  with  regard  to  State  imports  but 
with  regard  to  imports  by  corporations  or 
private  persons. 

Mr.  Glynn. — The  Adelaide  Tramway 
Trust  does  not  get  back  a  penny  of  the 
duty. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No.  I  do  not 
think  that  either  the  Adelaide  Tramway 
Trust,  the  Melbourne  Tramway  Trust,  ex* 
any  ^irivate  COTpcnation  should  get  back 
anything. 

Mr.  Glynn. — The  Adelaide  Tramway 

Trust  is  a  public  body. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Under  the  old 
Tariff,  the  duties  [5^i^y»^?E(J«®»fe  12J 
and  20  per  cent.  ^ 
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Sir  John  Forrest. — Only  j£^20,ooo 
worth  of  imports  were  liable  to  the  20  per 
cent.  duty. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  quite  admit 
that  the  20  per  cent,  duty  was  imposed  on 
only  tie  rods.  In  order  to  save  time,  if 
honorable  members  are  agreeable,  I  am 
[wepared  to  take  duties  of  15  and  12^  per 
cent,  respectively.  I  will  not  go  below  15 
per  cent. ,  and  I  am  prepared  to  take  that 
rate  In  order  to  get  nd  of  the  iton  Without 
further  discussitm. 

Mr.  Hedges. — ^The  h(XK>rabIe  gentle- 
man will  have  to  come  down. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  not  going 
to  come  down  below  that  rate.  If  it  takes 
until  to-morrow  morning  to  get  to  a  division 
I  shall  not  give  way.  What  I  want  to 
do  is  to  get  rid  of  this  item,  if  possible, 
in  order  to  enable  those  honorable  members 
who  wish  to  go  away  to-night  to  catch  the 
trains.  I  have  informed  the  deputy 
leader  of  the  Opposition  that  if  he  will 
mention  two  or  three  items  which  they  wisK 
to  have  dealt  with  before  they  go  away, 
I  will  take  those  items  out  of  their  turn  so 
that  those  items  which  are  not  contentious 
in  any  way  may  be  dealt  with  afterwards, 
if  necessary.  I  am  willing  to  do  that 
with  a  view  to  conveniencmg  honorable 
members,  and  enabling  them  to  get  away 
by  [he  trains  if  they  wish  to  go  to-night. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [3.15]. 
— I  suggest  to  the  Treasurer  that  rails 
generally  will  be  the  subject  of  considera- 
tiwi  under  Division  VI a.,  and  under  the 
bounty  provisions.  And  with  regard  to 
the  larger  form  of  rail,  which  is  by 
railway  companies,  as  well  as  by  State 
Governments,  it  does  seem  to  me  that 
we  are  giving  unnecessary  assistance  if  we 
impose  a  duty  under  this  divisicm,  and 
then  give  a  bounty  under  another  proposal 
which  the  Government  have  in  hand. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — In  any  case,  as  a 
matter  of  classification,  it  should  go  with 
the  other  ircm  items. 

Mr.  WATSON.— To  my  regret  the 
House  has  agreed  to  the  bounty  provisicm. 
I  think  it  is  unwise  to  propose  so 
much  bounty,  and  so  mudi  duty,  at  the 
same  time.  I  suggest  either  that  rails 
should  be  eliminated,  or  that  the  duties 
should  be  confined  to  the  smaller  descrip- 
tion of  rails. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — No ;  let  us  go  to 
a  division,  if  I  must  be  beaten  on  it. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  hold  that  the  inclu- 
sion  of  the  larger  classes  of  rail — and  there 
»s  a  distinction  to  be  drawn — is  a  distinct 


going  back  upon  the  policy  which  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  indicated  only  a  short 
time  ago.  namely,  that  the  duty  should  fol- 
low the  bounty. 
Sir  William  Lyne. — I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  WATSON. — It  was  announced  in 
regard  to  the  Manufactures  Encouragement 
Bill. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvHB.— I  am  going  to  pro- 
pose an  additic»ial  duty,  and  when  I  get 
to  that  Bill,  the  bounty,  too. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man is  not  going  to  get  this  item  put 
through  without  a  little  delay,  because  he 
himself  announced  that  there  would  be  no 
bounty  and  duty  running  concurrently.  I 
do  not  see  why  steel  rails  should  be  the 
subject  of  a  duty  and  a  bounty  concur- 
rently. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  never  said 
anything  of  the  sort, 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  am  afraid 
that  the  honorable  member  for  South 
Sydney  has  voted  for  it. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Certainly  not,  know- 
ingly. I  do  not  remember  an  instance 
of  that  kind. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Yes.  We 
pointed  it  out  on  several  occasions,  but  the 
vote  was  carried  against  us. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  must  have  missed  the 
eloquence  of  the  honorable  member.  I  do 
not  remember  any  such  incident.  There- 
fore I  must  tuive  been  out  of  the  chamber 
at  the  time.  What  I  want  to  do  is  to 
limit  the  wnght  of  the  rail  on  which  duty 
is  to  be  charged.  That  will  achieve  prac- 
tically the  same  object.  A  large  number 
of  small  iron  rails  are  now  manufactured 
locally,  and  I  do  not  see  why  they  should 
not  receive  some  degree  of  protection. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Why  cannot  the  item 
of  rails  be  postponed? 

Sir  William  Lyne.— I  am  not  gmng  to 
postpone  a  single  item.  They  have  to  be 
either  reduced  or  dealt  with  otherwise. 

Mr.  Dugald  Thomson. — Why  not  fix 
the  duties  at  15  and  12^  per  cent.  ? 

Sir  WiLLUM  LxNE. — No;  that  is  going 
below  the  duties  in  the  old  Tariff. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  think  the  Government 
ought  to  try  to  draw  a  distinction  between 
the  light  rail  which  is  at  present  manu- 
factured and  the  heavier  rail  which  will  be 
the  subject  of  a  bountv  in  the  near  future 
if  their  own  proposals  are  carried  out. 
Why  they  should  now  propose  to  give  a 
duty  plus  a  bounty  I  cannot  understand. 
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Sir  William  Lyne. — For  the  simple  rea- 
son that  the  manufacturers  will  not  get  the 
bounty  until  a  rartain  time, 

Mr.  WATSON.— Surely  the  honorable 
member  must  recollect  that  he  promised  the 
House  that  there  would  not  be  a  duty  and 
a  bounty  running  together. 

Sir  William  lyne. — I  beg  the  honorable 
member's  pardon;  I  have  never  said  any- 
thing of  the  kind. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— We  understood  that 
the  hfuun-able  gentleman  did. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  never  said  it. 

Mr.  WATSON. —  It  is  a  strange 
thing  

Sir  William  Lyne.— I  do  like  these  pro- 
tectionists. Upon  mv  word,  they  will  drive 
me  mad. 

Mr,  WiLKS.— The  honorable  gentleman  is 
pelting  his  joss, 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  must  say  that  the 
kmd  of  protection  which  involves  the  nre- 
sent  to  a  private  manufacturer  of  a  sum 
directly  from  the  Treasury  as  well  as  a  pro- 
tective  dutj  does  not  commend  itself  to  me, 
nor  has  it  ever  done  so.  I  may  be  wrong 
in  my  opinion,  but  still  I  have  been  con- 
sistent in  mv  wrong-doing  whatever  it  has 
been,  I  have  always  objected  to  tiiat  kind 
of  treatment 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Let  the  honorable 
member  go  to  the  other  side  and  take  diarge 
of  the  House — that  is  the  best  thmg  for 
him  to  do.     I  do  not  want  him. 

Mr.  WATSON.—Whether  steel  made 
fvont  Australian  pig  iron  takes  the  shape  of 
rails  or  blooKis,  it  is  to  be  given  an  en- 
couragemrat  

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— It  does  not  matter 
what  form  the  steel  takes ;  there  is  a  douUe 
bounty. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  fear  that  not  one  of 
us  is  sufficiently  expert  to  be  able  to  snv 
what  the  proper  difference  in  value  should 
be,  so  far  as. the  bountv  is  concerned,  be- 
tween pig  iron  and  steel.  I  do  not  know. 
But  I  do  object  to  steel  rails  getting  a 
bounty  and  a  protective  duty  at  one  and 
the  same  time. 

Sir  Willlam  Lyne. — ^Why  did  the  h<Mi- 
orable  member  CMne  to"  nae  and  advocate 
duties  of  IS  per  cent,  and  7 J  per  cent.? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  did  nothing  of  the 
sort. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  very  dis- 
honorable for  the  Treasurer  to  say  so,  any- 
how. 

Sir  William  Lyne.  —  The  honorable 
fiber  came  to  me  and  asked  me  if  I 
ild  take  15  per  cent,  and  7J  per  cent. 


Mr.  WATSON.— I  want  to  get  away- 
before  Christmas,  and  I  will  do  a  number 
of  things  by  way  of  compromise  that  I 
should  not  otherwise  be  disposed  to  do  \n 
order  to  get  away.  But  the  Treasurer  can- 
not sav  t^at  I  "  advocated  "  15  per  cent, 
and  7}  per  cent.  I  asked  him  at  the  same 
time  to  make  a  qualification  so  far  as  the 
weight  of  rails  was  concerned.  I  think 
that  it, would  be  a  proper  thing  to  do  to 
exempt  steel  rails  from  the  operation  of 
this  item  altogether. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— All  rails? 

Mr.  WATSON.  —  Iron  rails  used  for 
tramway  purposes  are  made  locally^  and  I 
do  not  want  to  deprive  those  who  make 
them  of  any  protection  which  they  may  en- 
joy. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.  —  The  honorable 
member  could  achieve  his  object  by  insert- 
Lig  the  words  "ejicept  steel." 

Mr.  WATSON.— Very  well;  I  wiU  do- 
that  If  the  Treasurer  will  temporarily 
withdraw  his  own  amendment,  I  wUl  move 
to  that  effect. 

Amendment,  bv  leave^  withdrawn. 

Amendment  (by  Mi.  Watscw)  pro- 
posed— 

That  after  the  word  "Rails"  the  words  "ex- 
cept steel "  be  inserted. 

Mr.  ARCHER  (Capricomia)  [j.2r].— r 
should  like  to  ask  the  hcmorable  menAer 
for  South  Sydney  where  he  proposes  to 
bring  ha  stefl  rails  if  they  are  onuttcd  from 
the  present  item  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — He  wants  to  bring^ 
them  in  from  Germany. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— Does  the  honorable 
member  for  South  Svdnev  propose  to  pat 
them  in  anothn  item?  I  wish  to  know, 
because  I  also  have  an  amendment  ta  mmne. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  peopose  ta  mate  tbcBOr 
free. 

Sir  WiLiiAH  Lyne. — Oh,  let  us  make 
evervthint;  in  the  Tariff  free  ! 

Mr.  Watson. — Let  the  Minister  with- 
draw the  Bounty  Bin,  and  w&  will  give 
him  any  dutv  he  wants. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— It  is,  I  think,  very 
necessary  to  grant  a  preference  to  rails 
that  are  made  in  die  United  Kingdom. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  do  not  want  any  preference 
on  any  thing. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— They  do,  I  think,  want 
to  grant  a  preference  on  aoxnint  of  steeF 
rails.  I  should  like  to  r«id  to  the  Com- 
mittee  the   f(rilowing   statement  bearing 
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upoa  the  matter  of  the  importation  of  steel 
rails,  fish  pUtes,  bolts  and  nuts,  and  d<^ 
spikes. 

Supplies  for  Australia  come  priBcipftlly  from 
AmeriCB  and  Geman;  in  addition  to  tbose  from 
Great  Britain.  Preference  should  uadoubtedlj 
be  given  in  favour  of  British  goods  for  these 
reasons.  Supplies  come  through  fhe  resident  re- 
I'lCscntative  in  Sydney  of  the  United  Slates 
Sieel  Trust,  the  bi^jjijcst  trust  in  the  world.  If 
business  in  American  rails  is  to  be  allowed,  then 
let  tbe  businefs  be  done  through  Australian  mer- 
chants, who  are  now  completely  shut  out  by 
reason  of  the  presence  of  this  trost  in  the 
coontrjr.  During  the  last  two  or  three  years  a 
war  of  freights  between  America  and  Australia 
has  resulted  in  supplies  coming  from  America 
«t  as  low  a  freight  as  7s.  6d.  per  ton  as  against 
ajs.  to  30*.  per  ton  from  Eogland.  Almost  the 
same  remarks  apply  as  to  Genaanv,  widi  this 
dtfrerenoe  that  the  l(t.wer  wages  in  Germany 
should  not  be  lost  sight  of.  Australian  poli- 
ticians claim  as  the  basic  reason  of  protection 
against  British-made  goods  that  ^e  highly  paiii 
Australian  workman  most  be  protected  against 
Che  lower  pud  British  workmaa.  This  iirio- 
ciple,  dierefore,  should  be  carried  out  to  a 
logical  conclusion  by  a  preference  or  protection 
for  the  British  steam-ship  owners  against  the 
heaTily-snbsidized  German  steamers,  and  for  ttw 
higher  price  of  labour  in  the  UnUed  Kingdom 
than  in  Germany. 

In  Xew  Zeaknd  a  prefCTenoe  of  20  per 
cent,  is  given  in  favour  of  British  rails. 
Previous  to  that  beini;  gi%<en,  the  rails  iot' 
ported  into  Xew  Zealand  came  almost  en- 
tirelT  fiom  Germany  and  the  United  States. 
Since  then  they  have  cwne  from  Great 
Britain.  I  would  ask  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  South  Sydney,  in  particolar,  to  sup- 
port a  preference  to  Great  Britain,  as  other- 
wise it  seems  to  be  a  foregone  conclosion 
that  a  great  proportioo  of  the  rails  will 
ocrae  from  Germany  and  America. 

Mr.  Watsoh. — I  am  quite  agreeable  to 
Rive  some  preference  to  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— There  is  another  mat- 
ter which  I  should  like  to  mention  in  con- 
nexion with  the  item.  I  desire  to  ask  you, 
Mr.  Chairman,  whether  I  should  be  in 
order  in  moving  an  amendment  now,  or 
later  on.  in  cornierion  with  steel  sleepers 
imported  as  tramwav  material.  At  the  pre- 
sent time  steel  sleepers  are  separated  from 
the  rest  of  tramway  material.  They  come 
in  as  metals  n.e.i.  I  propose  to  move  an 
amendment  so  as  to  make  steel  sleepers 
come  in  on  the  same  basis  as  steel  rails  and 
other  tramwav  material.  Suppose,  for  in- 
stance, that  I  wanted  to  let  a  contract  for 
a  tramway  in  a  mine.  It  would  be  very 
awkward  if  the  sleepers  came  in  under  one 
heading  of  the  Tariff  and  the  rails  and  the 
rest  of  the  equipment  under  another  head- 
ing.   I  understand  from  the  departmental 


officers  ihsx  they  have  no  objection  what- 
ever to  what  I  pr<^e,  if  the  Minister  is 
agreeable. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Does  the  honorable 
member  desire  to  move  a  separate  item? 

Mr.  ARCHER.— No.  I  think  what  I 
desire  can  be  detained  by  way  of  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  can  mo\'e  it  as  soon  as  rile  present 
amendment  is  disposed  of. 

Sir  William  Lyne— Wliere  are  steel 
sleepers  included  now? 

Mt.  ARCHER. — Under  manufactures  of 
metal  n.e.i.,  item  171  ;  whilst  the  rest  of 
tramway  equipment  comes  in  under  item 
181.  I  hope  that  the  Minister  will  accept 
such  an  amendment  when  I  move  it. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[3-3o]  —It  seems  to  me  that  this  vill  be  a 
severe  impost  upcxi  private  tramways  and 
railways  whether  for  public  convenience  or 
for  mining  purposes.  It  is  only  in  such 
caaes  that  it  will  actoally  be  felt.  If  we 
remove  steel  rails  from  the  item  we  shall 
have  left  materials  used  largely  by  the 
States  Governments,  who  will  have  re- 
turned to  them  a  very  large  proportion  of 
the  revenue  collected  in  respect  of  the  duty. 
In  diis  way  local  manufacturers  will  be 
disadvantaged  rather  than  benefited,  inas- 
much as  the  States  Governments  in  calling 
for  tenders  for  the  supply  of  material  of 
this  kind  will  take  into  consideration  the 
fact  that  if  they  accept  a  foreign  tender  they 
will  seaire  a  good-  deal  of  revenue  from 
the  duty.  I  do  not  think  that  the  item  is 
worth  the  time  that  the  Treasurer  has  de- 
voted to  it.  If  he  is  prepare!  to  agree  to 
duties  of  15  per  cent  and  10  per  cent.  I 
shall  have  nothing  more  to  say. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— Ten  per  cent, 
would  be  lower  than  the  old  Tariff.  I  am 
prepared  to  accept  duties  of  15  per  cent.. 
and  12J  per  cent. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS— If  there  is 
anything  at  all  in  preferential  trade  we 
should  have  a  preference  of  at  least  5 
per  cent  The  Treasurer  has  shown  that 
two-thirds  of  the  imports  do  not  come  from 
the  United  KingdMn,  and  if  he  will  agree 
to  duties  of  15  per  cent,  and  10  per  cent.  I 
shall  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  {3.34].— It 
appears  to  me  that  since  steel  rails  have  not 
yet  been  made  in  Australia,  the  only  effect 
of  the  duty,  if  the  it$Pii@(M^fpin  the 
form  proposed  by'^™  Tt«aure8  will  be 
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to  raise  revenue.  There  is,  of  course,  the 
further  oonsideration  that  steel  rails  may 

be  made  in  a  New  South  Wales  foundry. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.. — There  is  no  doubt 
about  that. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  am  prepared  to  give 
the  irtm  industry  to  which  this  item  relates 
very  considerable  protection  by  way  of 
bounties ;  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  penalize 
other  industries — and  particularly  railway 
and  tramway  cmstructicni  schemes  ioc  the 
development  of  the  Commonwealth — by 
imposing  a  duty,  I  shall  vote  for  the 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  but  not 
for  a  duty  to  operate  concurrently  with 
the  bounty,  and  I  think  that  the  proposal 
submitted  by  the  honorable  member  for 
South  Sydney  to  insert  after  "rails"  the 
v.ords  ' '  except  steel ' '  

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^Rails  are  not  the 
subject  of  bounty. 

■Mr.  Watson, — But  steel  is. 

-Mr.  FRAZER. — Once  we  produce  the 
necessary  steel  we  shall  soon  manufacture 
the  rails.  The  proposal  of  the  honorable 
member  for  South  Sydni^  to  insert  after 
the  word  **  rails  "  "  except  steel,"  and  then 
to  add  a  new  paragraph  providing  that  steel 
rails  and  sleepers  imported  frcm  the  United 
Kingdom  shall  be  free  and  that  those  im- 
ported from  the  test  of  the  world  shall  be 
dutiable  at  5  per  cent.,  will  have  my  hearty 
support. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^Anything  to  oppt^e 
the  Government 

Mr.  FRAZER.— If -the  Treasurer  had 
his  deserts  I  should  be  taking  up  that  posi- 
tion. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [3. 36]. — The  honcM-able  member 
few  South  Sydney  said  that  he  objects  to 
a  duty  being  imposed  on  this  item,  be- 
cause we  have  already  agreed  to  the  second 
reading  of  the  Manufactures  Encourag- 
ment  Bill,  under  which  a  bounty  is  to  be 
given  on  the  production  of  iron  and  steel. 
In  reply  to  that  contention  I  would  point 
out  that  under  another  measune  we  have 
granted  bounties  on  the  production  of 
coffee,  tobacco,  tobacco  leaf,  fish,  dried 
fruits,  and  other  things,  and  that  in  spite 
of  the  representations  of  some  honorable 
members  of  the  Opposition  duties  have 
been  impend  upon  those  cc»nmodities. 
The  hcxiorable  member  for  South  Sydney 
huHelf  voted  for  scrnie  of  these  duties 
in  proportion  to  the  value  of  the 
■>  which  they  relate,  are  much 
than    are    these.     I  have  never 


objected  unless  on  the  grounds  of  fair  play- 
to  vote  against  ixotective  duties  affecjing 
industries  in  even  my  own  State,  but  many 
other  honorable  members  have  invariably 
voted  for  high  duties  on  goods  and  have 
done  so  regardless  of  whether  or  not  they 
were  the  subject  of  bounty.   I  have  said  on 
several  occasiwis  that,  in  the  aBsence  of 
good  reasons  to   the   contrary,    I  would 
accept  the  old  duties,    and    I  have  not 
endeavoured    to    reduce    them.     I  have 
recognised  that  where  an  industry  has  riswi 
with  that  assistance,  and  has  sinre  been 
working  under  the  old  duties  it  would  be 
to  some  degree  unjust  to  those  engaged  in 
it  if  the  duties  were  so  soon  removed. 
Whilst,  personally,  I  should  be  quite  will- 
ing under  ordinary  circumstances  to  agree 
to    rails    b-eing    admitted    free,      I  am 
faced    with    the    situation    that    just  as 
the  iron  industry,  which  has  been  working 
under  great  difficulties,  is  about  to  produce 
steel  rails,  it  is  proposed,  by  the  very 
honorable  members  who  have  supported 
much  higher  duties  on  imports  aifecting 
other     industries,     that     it     shall  be 
treated    differently     frwn     everv  other 
industry.     I    am   not   incliiied  to  fall 
into   that    trap,    more   particularly  as 
we  have  accepted  as  a  comprexnise  much 
higher  duties  on  other  iron  manufactures 
than  are  those  now  under  consideration. 
This  particular  article  is  produced  in  one 
State,  and  apparently  a  different  treatment 
is  to  be  given  to  it  than  is  meted  out  to 
industries  in  another  State.     I    do  not 
think  that  is  right.     I   agree    with  the 
positicm    taken    up    by    the  honorable 
member  for  South  Svdnev,  that  where  a 
bounty  has  been  given  there  should  not 
be  duties.     If  the  honorable  member  had 
carried  out  that  principle  his  position  would 
be  perfectly  sound.     But  he  has  not  done 
so.     He  has  voted  for  duties  on  articles  in 
connexion  with  which  we  are  not  merely 
considering,   but  have    actually  passed 
a   measure   granting    bounties.      I  am 
quite  willing  that  there  should  be  an  ad- 
justment  providing  for  the  imposition  of 
duties  of  15  per  cent,  under  the  general 
Tariff  and  10  per  cent,  on  imports  from 
the  United  Kingdom.     That  would  repre< 
sent  an  average  of  12^  per  cent.,  which  was 
the  duty  imposed  under  the  old  Tariff. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — I  should  prefer  to 
take  12^  per  cent,  all  round. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Will  the  Treasurer 

take  12J  per  cent,  all  round?  ^[^ 

Sir  William  Lyme.— Yes,  I  wilh^ 
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Mr.  Watson. — I  am  prepared  to  accept 
that — 12^  per  cent  was  the  duty  under  the 
old  Tariff,  and  would  leave  things  as  they 
were. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  shall 
not  object  to  that.  I  am  quite  willing  to 
fall  in  with  the  views  of  htxiorable  members 
if  thev  agree  to  revert  to  the  duty  under  the 
old  Tariff,  but  I  certainly  do  object  on  the 
grounds  of  fairness  to  the  other  proposals 
that  were  made. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE  (Hume— Trea- 
swer)  [3.42]. — I  think  that  this  is  an  item 
in  connexion  with  which  a  preference  should 
be  provided.  I  "have  submitted  the  item, 
and  we  have  had  a  proposition  to  leave  out 
rails,  which  I  absolutely  object  to.  Then 
a  proposal  was  made  to  make  the  dutv  10 
per  cent.,  which  would  be  lower  than  the 
recommendation  oi  the  Tariff  Commission 
and  lower  than  the  old  duty.  In  the  cir- 
cumstances I  would  very,  much  rather  agree 
to  a  duty  of  12^  per  cent,  all  roimd,  which 
is  the  dutv  that  was  imposed  urxier  the  old 
Tariff.  If  honorable  members  are  prepared 
to  accept  that  I  shafl  not  press  the  Govern- 
ment proposal  any  longer.  I  do  not  wish 
to  detain  the  Cornmittee.  but  I  should  like 
to  kraJw  at  <mce  whether  a  maiority  of  hon- 
orable m«nbers  are  inclined  to  accept  the 
suggestion  that  the  duty  should  be  izj  per 
cent,  ail  round  and  let  the  matter  dron. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [3  43]  — 
There  is  some  misapprehension  as  to  what 
is  included  in  this  item.  Some  honorable 
members  appear  to  think  that  steel  rails  are 
not  included.  I  remind  the  Committee  of 
the  importance  of  steel  rails  to  Australia. 
We  have  in  the  whole  of  the  Commonwealth 
less  than  15.000  miles  of  railway.  In  Vic- 
toria alraie  there  are  .^,342  miles  of  railway, 
and  if  the  mileage  laid  down  in  the  other 
States  were  in  proportion  we  should  have  in 
Australia  113,000  miles  of  railway.  It  is 
all  very  well  for  Victcaian  mranbers  to  pro- 
pose to  tax  steel  rails  which  have  to  be  laid 
in  the  other  States. 

Sir  John  QtncK.— Why  say  Victorian 
members  ? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— Because  they  go  in  for 
taxing  everything. 

Sir  John  Quick. — In  this  instance  we 
wish  to  assist  a  New  South  Wales  industry. 

Mr.  HEDGES. — As  compared  with  the 
other  States  Victoria  is  covered  by  a  net- 
work of  railways. 

Mr.  Storrer.— The  people  of  the  State 
have  paid  them. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— But  they  have  paid  no 
dutv  to  Western  Australia  to  be  allowed  to 


lay  them.    We  are  being  asked  under  this 
item  to  contribute  to  the  revenue   of  the 
Commonwealth  before  we  can  lay  a  mile 
of  railway.    We  can  only  afford  in  Western 
Australia  to  build  railways  out  of  loan 
money,  and  h(»iorable  members  would  ap- 
pear not  to  mind  our  borrowing  money  and 
handing  it  over  to  the  Commonwealth  to 
spend  on  tiie  richest  States,  which  last  year 
had  huge  surpluses  of  revenue.  Queens- 
land has  3,114  miles  of  railway;  Western 
Australia,  with  an  area  one-third  larger 
than  Queensland,  has  only  2,312  miles,  in- 
cluding 700  miles  of  private  lines.  New 
Zealand  has  2,520  miles  of  railways,  and 
the  United  States,  with  an  area  consider- 
ably   less   than    that   of   Australi;i,  has 
217,000  miles  of  railways.    We  have  heard 
a  good  deal  of  talk  in  this  House  about 
the  necessity  of  opening  up  the  country, 
but  taxing  the  construction  of  railways  is 
not  likely  to  bring  that  about.  People 
have  been  walking  about  Australia  long 
enough,  while  the  members  of  various  Par- 
liaments have  been  talking  about  what  they 
were    going   to   do   to  open   up  the 
interior.     We  have   an   opportunity  here 
to  do  something  practical  by  allowing 
steel  rails  to  be  imported  free.    We  can- 
not open  up  a  country  with  cheap  whisky, 
yet  2s.  a  gallon  has  been  taken  off  whisky 
in  Western  Australia,  whilst  a  proposal  is 
made  to  increase  the  duty  on  steel  rails. 
If  I  wished  to  prevent  the  opening  up  of 
a  country,  I  would   give   people  cheap 
whisky,  and  I  guarantee  many  would  not 
get  far  into  the  interior.    They  would  be 
kept  down  near  the  coast.    The  policy  of 
the  present  Government  would  appear  to 
be  dear  raits  and  dieap  whisky.    There  is 
no  sense  in  it.    If  we  could  make  steel 
rails  in  Australia  I  would  say   that  we 
ought  to  do  so.    I  should  be  prepared  to 
vote  for  the  highest  bounty  necessary  to 
secure  the  manufacture  of  rails  in  Aus- 
tralia, but  I  am  not  prepared  to  vote  for  a 
high  duty  on  rails   when    they   are  not 
made  here.    In  Western  Australia  the  Go- 
vernment are  borrowing  money  to  build 
railways,  whilst  the   Commonwealth  Go- 
vernment are  retaining  25  per  cent,  of  the 
duties  collected  from  Customs  and  Excise. 

Mr.  Henbv  Willis. — What  are  they 
doing  with  that  25  per  cent.?  It  goes 
back  to  the  States. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— They  are  playing  with 
it,  or  are  spending  it  in  the  richest  States. 
I^t  me  tell  the  honorable  member  that  in 
Western  Australia  last  y^KJ^&rt^y'* 
tween  400  and  ^^'^tesMMyjiryVs,  and 
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this  year  money  has  beoi  voted  for  nearly 
400  miles  of  railway  construction. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — The  honorable 
m«nber  forgets  that  Western  Australia  gets 
baok  the  money  that  he  says  is  retained  by 
the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— Is  it  our  own  before 
we  get  it  back?  It  is  borrowed  money. 
In  Australia  we  have  only  two-thirds 
of  the  railway  mileage  that  has  been 
coistructed  in  Canada.  Is  it  any 
wonder  that  we  so  oiten  hear  so  much  of 
the  prosperity  of  Canada  when  we  learn 
that  the  railway  mileage  constructed  in  the 
Dominion  is  one-third  more  than  we  can 
claim  fat  Australia? 

Mr.  Sampson. — Australia  is  twice  as 
progressive  as  Canada. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— I  am  speaking  of  the 
number  of  miles  of  railways  constructed  in 
the  two  countries.  Natal  is  but  a  little 
oountry,  comprising  not  more  than  one- 
eightieth  of  the  area  of  Australia.  Yet,  in 
proportion,  Natal  has  eighte«i  times  our 
length  of  railways  per  square  mile.  The 
area  of  Australia  is  ten  times  that 
of  Cape  Colony,  and  yet  that  country 
has  in  proportiMi  four  times  our  length  of 
railways.  Japan,  a  country  that  we  have 
to  fear  in  the  future,  is  another  instance. 
If  we  had  railways  in  the  same  proportion 
ts  Japan  has,  we  should  have  a  miUi<Hi 
miles  of  them.  Japan  cm  an  area  of 
13,000  square  miles  has  5,000  miles  of 
railway. 

Mr.  Foster. — Do  they  import  the  rails 
OS  make  them  there? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— They  are  now  putting 
up  a  big  steel  plant,  where  they  will 
be  making  something  that  we  will 
not  like  if  we  are  not  ourselves  care- 
ful in  the  same  direction.  The  United 
States  of  America  have  20,000,000 
tons  of  rails  laid  down  more  than 
we  ha\e.  They  have  paid  no  tax 
or  duty  on  them  to  any  other  country. 
Let  us  make  the  rails  here.  I  will  help 
the  Government  to  give  a  bounty  to  en- 
courage their  manufacture,  but  I  shall  not 
vote  for  a  duty  (Hi  them.  We  must  open 
up  Australia,  and  must  have  rails  to  do  it. 
Look  at  the  huge  Northern  Territoryi  and 
the  immense  areas  of  land  between  here 
and  there.  Those  honorable  members  who 
paid  a  visit  to  the  Territory  recently  went 
by  water.  Think  of  the  senselessness  of 
people  who,  instead  of  laying  rails  to  op«i 
up  a  country,  travel  round  the  edge  of  it 
bv  sea.  Within  the  last  six  weeks,  I  saw 
train  loads  of  cattle  which  had  come  down 


from  the  Coop«  Creek  country.  They  had 
been  brought  via  Oodnadatta  to  Adelaide, 
and  then  across  to  Melbourne  to  feed  the 
Melbourne  people.  Why  should  we  not 
have  rails  laid  to  those  splendid  areas  of 
oountry?  There  is  not  a  rail  laid  there 
to-day. 

Mr.  Edwards. — ^Are  there  any  people 
there? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— How  could  people  live 
there  tf  we  forbid  the  laying  of  rails? 
People  will  go  wherever  ma  rulways  go. 
Open  up  the  country,  and  people  will  fol- 
low. They  could  not  possibly  live  in  that 
oountry  without  rails.  In  the  inter- 
ests of  settlement,  people  should  be 
given  facilities  for  travelliiig  about  the 
country,  and  for  sending  their  produce  to 
market  They  must  have  rails  for  those 
purposes.  This  country  is  a  finer  one  than 
people  recognise.  Tho-e  is  not  a  railway 
that  has  ever  -been  built  in  Australia  bttt 
has  developed  country  which  has  turned 
out  a  credit  to  the  people  who  authCTiaed 
the  building  of  the  line.  I  know  of  many 
railways  which  it  was  said  would  ruin  the 
State  wbw  they  weie  built,  and  yet  every 
one  of  them  has  helped  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands of  people  to  settle  on  the  land,  and 
so  turn  the  interior  of  Australia  to  proper 
use.  .In  America,  where  there  are  so  many 
fine  rivers,  the  water  is  used  for  irrigating, 
and  rails  are  laid  altrngside  the  rivers  to 
carry  the  produce.  The  policy  of  America 
from  the  start  has  been  cheap  rails  and 
cheap  carriage.  We  must  recognise  that 
we  can  hold  Australia  only  by  developing 
it  with  railways.  We  shall  never  hold  it 
against  the  great  Eastern  powers  if  we  axe 
to  tax  railway  construction.  It  is  dis- 
graceful for  any  man  who  pretends  to 
legislate  ica  the  benefit  of  Australia  to 
vote  for  one  penny  of  duty  on  steel 
rails.  We  should  do  our  best  to  devise 
some  means  by  which  we  can  make 
rails  in  Australia.  That  would  be 
sensible.  But  we  must  within  the  next 
twentv  years  lay  in  Australia  at  least 
another  15,000  or  20,000  miles  of  rails.  I 
ask  the  Committee  to  supprat  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  men^ier  for  South 
Sydney,  to  place  steel  rails  on  the  free  list. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  (Cook)  [3.56].  — 
Throughout  the  discussion  of  the  Tariff,  I 
have  not  voted  for  a  single  duty  where  a 
bounty  is  being  paid,  and  I  am  not  gwng 
to  do  it  in  this  instance.  One  cannot  be 
surprised  at  speeches  such  as  the  honorable 
member  few  North  Sydney  delivered  just 
now,   because  it  a^itiefafli^ikte^fi^tC  the 
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House  as  at  present  ccHistituted.  Taking 
the  House  as  a  whole,  there  is  pracdcalljr 
no  out-and-out  fiscal  ronscience  at  all. 
Members  are  going  for  what  happens  to 
suit  them  on  every  individual  item,  which, 
of  course,  I  do  not  disafpree  with. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Does  not  the  hon- 
orable member  think  that  he  might  leave 
athex  members'  oonsdences  to  themselves? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.  —  I  am  re- 
ferring more  particularly  to  the  hon- 
orable member  for  North  Sydney,  who 
has  been  a  life-long  free-trader,  and 
yet  is  prepared  to  vote  for  a  duty  on  an 
article  which  cannot  be  manufactured  in 
the  Commonwealth,  in  addition  to  the 
huge  bounty  that  is  to  be  paid. 

Mr.  Storrer.  —  The  honorable  member 
for  North  Sydney  is  consistent. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.—If  the  honorable 
member  for  Bass  thinks  that  it  is  consistent 
for  a  free-trader  to  support  a  doty  as  well 
as  a  bounty  on  an  article  that  cannot  be 
made  in  Australia,  he  has  a  peculiar  idea 
of  OHisistency.  On  any  item  as  to  which 
a  bounty  has  been  passed,  I  absolutely  ob- 
ject to  voting  for  a  dut>. 

Honorable  Members. — Divide  I  Di- 
vide! 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [3.58].  — 
It  is  all  very  well  to  cry  "  divide,"  but 
when  I  previously  spoke,  I  thought  that 
there  was  going  to  be  an  almost  imanimoos 
vote  to  place  steel  rails  on  the  free  list. 
I  am  afraid  that  developments  have  oc- 
curred which  seem  to  indicate  the  possi- 
bility that  that  will  not  be  done.  I  can- 
not understand  the  attitude  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  being  prepared  to  vote  for  a 
revenue  or  protective  duty  upon  a  com- 
.modity,  of  which  the  Minister  himself  ad- 
mits that  not  a  single  pound  has  been  pro- 
duced in  Australia  yet,  especially  when  we 
are  assured  that  there  is  to  be  a  bounty 
to  encourage  its  manufacture.  I  am  pre- 
pared to  support  that  bounty,  but,  ap- 
parently, a  number  of  honorable  members 
are  ready  to  sneak  a  duty  on  to  the  artide 
in  addition. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — ^The  bounty 
and  duty  should  not  be  concurrent. 

Mr.  FRAZER— They  should  not  be. 
We  committed  ourselves  the  other  night 
to  a  proposal  for  a  bounty.  Now  it  is  pro- 
posed that  one  of  the  commodities,  which  is 
to  be  the  subject  of  a  bounty,  shall  reoMve 
additional  ctmsideration. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — We  are  all  opposed 
to  "  double  banking  " ;  and  is  not  the  ques- 
tion iKnr  wbedier,  before  steel  rails  ai« 


actually  made,  there  should  be  a  revenue 
duty  on  imported  rails,  or  whether  there 
should  be  a  bounty  when  they  are  manu- 
factured with  no  duty  in  the  meantime? 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  unhesitatingly  accept 
the  latter  alternative.  There  ought  to  be 
no  revenue  duties  which  tend  to  discourage 
the  opening  up  of  the  country,  especially 
in  view  of  the  fact,  in  the  present  instance, 
that  no  one  suggests  that  steel  rails  are 
made  within  Australia. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  honorable 
member  has  voted  time  after  time  for  duties 
upon  constructional  material. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  honorable  member 
has  been  with  me  in  many  divisions,  and  if 
his  conscience  is  clear  we  may  take  it  that 
mv  conscience  is  clear  also.  I  have  cer- 
tain! v  not  intenti<»ially  voted  for  a  duty 
when  we  are  paying  a  bounty.  We  ought  to 
adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  South  Sydney,  and  make  rails  sub- 
ject to  dutv  by  proclamation,  so  as  not  to 
penalize  users  of  rails  that  are  not  made 
in  Australia.  It  is  unaccountable  to  me 
how  a  duty  of  12J  per  cent,  was  ever  im- 
posed ;  and  I  take  the  view  that  having 
perpetrated  a  blunder,  we  ought  not  to  per 
petuate  it 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[4.2]. — The  honorable  member  will  observe 
that  this  item  relates  to  rails — not  neces- 
sarily big,  heavy  rails,  but  rails  of  any 
sort ;  the  tenn  covers  all  the  small  rails 
used  in  mines  for  ^ps,  and  so  fwth. 

Mr.  Frazeb. — Would  the  honcwable 
member  approve  of  exempting  steel  rails 
from  duty? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  shall  not  vote 
for  any  exemption,  because  I  prefer  a  duty 
of  12^  per  cent,  to  a  bounty.  I  shall  vote 
for  a  duty,  and  endeavour  to  eliminate  the 
bounty. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — ^A  bounty  has  been 
agreed  upon;  the  seccmd  reading  of  the 
Manufactures  Enoouraganent  Bill  has 
been  passed. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Though  the 
second  reading  is  passed,  every  provisi<xi  in 
the  Bill  is  subject  to  considerati<Hi,  and 
may  be  altered. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber knows  that  the  Bill  will  not  be  thrown 
out. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  do  not ;  thi; 
honorable  member  may  find  the  Bill  thrown 
out,  because  of  some  provisions  made  in  the 
meantime.  All  we  have  dime  has  been  to 
aflSrm  the  principle  of  a  lioantst,.  ^lUio  de- 
tails whatever  with. 


6824 


Tafi§ 


[REPRESENTATIVES.]       {RaiU,  <fec.). 


If  the  duty  be  Sxed  at  12 J  per  cent.,  the 
scope  of  t^e  Bill  may  be  so  altered  as  to 
exclude  steel  rails  from  any  benefit  under 
the  measure. 

Mr.  W.  H.  iRvmE. — But  we  have  been 
invited  to  discuss  tiie  Tariff  on  the  assump-' 
tion  that  the  Manufactures  tncouragement 
Bill  will  pass  through  as  pla<»d  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— But  the  further 
consideration  of  the  Bill  has  been  deferred, 
so  tliat  we  may  consider  it  after  the  duties 
have  been  fixed. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — We  have  sancticmed 
a  lK>unty. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— We  have  sanc- 
tioned the  principle  of  a  bounty  on  iron. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — I  suggest  that  if 
tlie  lilll  be  not  passed  in  the  form  in  which 
i:  lias  been  sanctioned  in  principle,  we 
should  support  the  Government  in  recom- 
mitting the  item  in  the  Tariff  now  before 
us. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I,  on  ihe  other 
hand,  suggest  that  we  should  vote  for  a 
duty  of  12^  per  cent,  on  steel  rails,  and 
.liter  the  bounty  accordingly. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Then  the  whole 
thing  must  go  into  the  melting  pot,  and  we 
shall  not  know  where  we  are. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— As  I  did  not 
vote  for.  a  bounty  on  iron,  I  am  now  taking 
a  consistent  course.  A  duty  of  12^  per  cent, 
has  l>een  in  operation  for-the  last  six  years. 
In  discussing  this  questicxi,  I  am  bound  to 
mention  Mr.  Sandford,  since  he  owns  the 
only  large  iron-works  in  Australia;  and  I 
point  out,  that  now  he  is  about  to  manu- 
f-acture  steel  rails,  it  is  suggested  that 
he  should  be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  this 
revenue  dulv  of  lai  per  cent.  I  understand 
liiat  the  ^70,000  he  received  from  the 
New  South  Wales  Government  was  to 
enable  him  to  erect  mills  for  the  special 
piirpov  of  m.Tking  rails.  Mr.  Sandford 
rolled  steel  rails  at  Eskbanlc  nearly  twenty 
years  ago  for  the  State  Government. 
I  may  explain.  however,  that  he 
simplv  rolled  old  rails  after  they 
had  been  cut  up  and  melted ;  in 
(ithf-r  words,  he  inade  steel  rails  from 
sr^rap.  That  work  was  put  an  end  to 
when  Mr.  Eddy  became  railway  commis- 
sioner in  New  South  Wales.  That  gentle- 
man at  once  introduced  larger  engines, 
which,  instead  of  6o-lb.  rails,  which  Mr. 
Sandford  used    to  roll,  required  85-lb. 

'Is.  Mr.  Sandford,  I  mav  sav,  was 
n  compensation  bv  the  State  Govern- 
t  for  the  terminatim  of  his  contract 


To  Mr.  Sandford  I  owe  nothing,  for  he 
has  been  a  bitter  opponent  of  mine  all  my 
political  life;  but,  in  justice,  I  must  re- 
cognise that  he  has  made  a  brave  fight 
for  this  industry. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— If  Mr.  Sandford 
is  paid  a  bounty  in  the  meantime,  be  wili 
have  the  benefit  of  at  least  20  per  cent 
instead  of  12J  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Mr.  Sandford 
told  the  Tariff  C(xmnission  that  he  did  not 
desire  a  bount}',  and  he  gave  the  reason. 
He  had  to  give  an  undertaking  to  the  State 
Government,  tmder  the  arrangement  I 
have  mentioned,  that  ahy  bounty  must  be 
handed  over  to  the  Government ;  and, 
under  the  circumstances,  he  naturally  pre- 
fers a  small  duty  of  12^  per  cent. 

Sir  John  Forrest.i — That  is  because 
Mr.  Sandford  made  a  bad  bargain  with 
the  State  Government. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Mr.  Sandford 
made  a  bargain  which  has  resulted  in  the 
erection  of  the  first  blast  furnace  in  Aus- 
tralia. I  am  inclined  to  think,  however, 
that  it  was  not  a  good  bargain  for  himself ; 
and,  if  that  be  the  case,  Uiere  is  no  reason 
why  we  should  further  penalize  him. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Penalize  him? 
We  are  proposing  to  give  him  the  benefit 
of  what  is  tantamount  to  20  per  cent 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  referring 
to  that  provision  in  his  agreement  I  op- 
posed the  Manufactures  Encouragement 
Bill,  because,  as  I  said  before,  I  prefer  a 
small  duty  to  a  bonus. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Have  we  to  dis- 
cuss the  Tariff  on  the  assumption  that  that 
Bill  is  to  pass,  or  on  the  assumption  that 
it  is  not  to  pass? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— There  seems  a 
desire  to  discuss  the  Tariff  on  the  assump- 
tion that  Mr.  Sandford  will  receive  a 
bounty  on  steel  rails. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— That  is  because 
the  House  has  sancticmed  a  bounty. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.^Not  at  all  : 
the  House  has  approved  of  the  principle 
of  a  bounty,  but  the  details  have  yet  to 
hd  agreed  upon. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— If  the  bountv  is 
cut  down  I  shall  be  with  the  honorable 
member. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  result  is 
very  likely  to  be  arrived  at  when  the  mat- 
ter is  thoroughly  discussed  in  Committee. 

Sir  John  Quick. — We  may  limit  the 
bounty  to  the  production  of  steel  ingots. 

Mr.'  JOSEPH  COOK.-^es.  We  have 
merely   approved  oiglfeed  byfctofilOgikeiciple 
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of  granting  a  bountv  upon  the  producticKi 
of  iron,  and  it  does  not  follow  that  we 
shall  extend  that  bounty  to  the  manufac- 
ture of  steel  rails.  Therefore  we  shall  be 
doing  a  fair  thing  if  we  oontinue  to  Mr. 
SandfcH-d  the  duty  whidi  has  been  opera- 
tive for  six  years  past,  but  of  which  he  has 
not  been  able  to  take  advantage  until  this 
moment. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — Let  us  fight  to 
knock  out  the  bountv. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  shall  certainly 
oppose  it.  Meantime  we  ought  to  OHitinue 
this  small  dutv  upon  steel  rails. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [4.12].— I  was 
under  the  impression  that  the  debate  upon 
this  item  would  not  occupv  more  than  a 
few  minutes,  and  whv  so  much  heat  has 
been  imported  into  it,  I  cannot  understand. 
For  the  past  six  years  a  dutv  of  i2\  per 
cent,  has  been  levied  upon  iron,  and  we 
have  also  determined  that  it  is  neoessarv 
to  grant  a  bounty  uix>n  the  production  of 
that  commodity  in  order  to  encourage  the 
establishment  of  the  iron  industry.  Yet 
it  is  now  proposed  that  the  dutv  shall  be 
remitted.  It  is  like  giving  a  man  a  pound 
with  one  hand  and  taking  25s.  away  frcmi 
him  with  the  other.  If  we  wish  the  iron 
industry  to  prosper  we  ought  not  to  abolish 
the  dutv  upon  rails.  I  trust  that  the  old 
rate  will  be  retained. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [4.13].  —  The 
Committee  is  apparently  cf  opinion  that  it 
is  of  the  first  importance  that  the  iron  in- 
dustry should  be  established  in  the 
Ccmunonwealth.  But  notwithstanding  that 
the  Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill 
has  passed  its  second  reading  it  has 
a  perilous  time  in  front  of  it.  I 
think  it  is  dawning  upon  the  minds  of 
several  honorable  mend>ers  that  if  we  de- 
sire to  assist  the  establishment  of  the  iron 
industry  we  ought  to  view  this  question 
itam  the  stand-point  of  whether  or  not  the 
operation  of  a  dutv  will  have  that  effect. 
I  think  that  the  policy  of  the  Labour 
Party  will  be  to  prevent  the  Manufactures 
Encouragement  BiU  from  passing. 

Mr.  Fkazer. — I  do  not  know  why  the 
honwable  member  should  say  that. 

Mr.  KNOX.— I  think  that  a  majority 
of  the  party  are  opposed  to  the  Bill.  Per- 
sonally, I  favour  the  imposition  of  a  rea- 
SOTiable  duty  upon  rails,  altogether  apart 
frOTn  the  fact  that  we  have  alreadv  c«n- 
raitted  ourselves  to  the  general  principle 
embodied  in  the  Manufactures  Encourage- 
ment Bill,  the  passinc!  of  which  is,  how- 
ever, exceedingfy  doubtful.    I  am  satisfied 


that  honorable  members  do  not  desire  that 
a  bountv  and  a  protective  duty  shall  be 
simultaneously  operative. 

Sir  JOHN' FORREST  (Swan)  [4.18].— 
If  we  wish  to  develop  the  iron  industrv  in 
the  Commonwealth,  we  should  develop  it 
in  the  way  the  House  has  agreed  to, 
namely,  by  means  of  a  bounty.  We  ought 
in  this  matter  to  adopt  a  straightforward 
course,  and  ought  not  to  corwider 
the  fact  that  Mr.  Sandford  has  ccm- 
cluded  an  arrangement  with  the  New 
South  Wales  Government  under  which  any 
bounty  that  he  may  receive  will  be  paid 
into  the  State  Treasury. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  — ■  I  think  that  we 
ought  to  consider  that. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  cannot  see 
why  we  should  retard  the  progress  of  Aus- 
tralia bv  placing  a  duty  upon  an  article 
which  is  absolutely  necessan'  to  its  de- 
velopment. Steel  rails  are  not  nrade  here, 
and  we  desire  to  encourage  their  production 
by  the  granting  of  a  bounty.  Why  we 
should  be  asked  to  tax  all  the  States  Go- 
verimients  and  others  by  imposing  a 
revenue  duty  upon  steel  rails  is  be- 
yond my  coroprehensicm.  The  time 
has  arrived  wher*  we  should  endea- 
vour to  establish  the  industry  in  a  straight- 
forward way,  namely,  by  means  of  the 
granting  of  a  bounty.  If  we  adopt  that 
course,  we  shall  not  injure  ahy  of  the 
States,  or  any  of  those  persons  who  are 
engaged  in  railwav  enterprise.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  we  levy  a  tax  up(m  rails,  we 
shall  inevitably  retard  the  progress  of  the 
whole  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [4.20].— The  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan  has  said  that 
there  is  nothing  like  a  straightforward 
course.  I  also  believe  in  a  straightfor- 
ward course,  and  I  voted  for  a  bounty  as 
the  least  objectionable  method  of  assisting 
to  develop  the  ir<»i  industry  of  Australia. 
I  have  voted  for  a  bounty  system  which 
will  apply  not  only  to  Mr,  Sandford,  but 
to  any  other  maker  of  iron  who  may  put 
in  a  claim.  It  was  not  passed  in  the 
interests  of  Mr.  Sandford  only,  but  in  the 
interests  of  Australian  manufacturers,  and 
it  extends  to  the  production  of  steel  rail.s. 
It  may  be  that  a  friend  of  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman  in  Western  Australia  will 
claim  the  bounty.  I  certainly  agree  with 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  that  the  im- 
position of  a  revenue  duty  on  an  article 
when  we  are  unable  to  produce  it  is  not 
only  absurd,  but  also  a  ^/HPOPit^  com- 
munity generally^'S'^i^^MWygilers  of 
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steel  rails  in  Australia  are  the  States  Go- 
vernments. They  practically  use  the  bulk 
of  the  imported  rails  in  the  construction  of 
railways,  which  are  designed  for  the 
developoamt  of  thdr  territories.  If  we 
impose  a  duty  of  a  lercnae  character, 
we  shalt  get  no  compensating  advan- 
tage in  the  way  of  assisting  the  iron 
industry,  but  we  shall  compel  every  per- 
son in  each  State  to  carr\-  a  burden 
which  will  tend  to  retard  the  process  of 
developing  its  resources.  Because,  after 
all,  there  is  a  limit  to  the  borrowing  capa- 
city of  each  State,  and  to  the  amount 
which  it  can  afford  to  expend  on  railwav 
ccmstruction.  Every  tax  of  a  needless 
character  which  we  impose  is  a  tax  upo»i 
the  States.  The  honorable  member  for 
Swan  prefaced  his  remarks  with  the  state- 
ment that  he  likes  a  straightfOTward  policy. 
So  do  I.  I  am  sorry  that  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  was  a  member  of  the 
Nlimsjry  which  imposed  a  duty  of  1 2 J 
per  cent,  on  steel  rails  in  the  old  Tariff. 
I'hat  dutv,  which  is  certainly  not  consistent 
with  a  straightforward  poficy,  was  imposed 
upon  Australia  by  the  Bart(m  Administra- 
tion, in  which  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
took  a  prominent  part. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — That  seems  to  be 
about  the  only  argument  which  the  honor- 
able gentleman  can  use. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  remind  the  downy 
monber  for  Swaa — because  the  swan  has 
more  down  than  has  any  other  bird  that  I 
know  of— that  t&e  Govermneot  of  which  he 
was  a  prominent  member  wanted  to  impose 
a  duty  of  15  per  cent.  Now,  in  the  name 
of  the  sacred  frog,  if,  as  the  h£»ocable  een- 
tleman  sCaOes,  a  duty  of  Z2\  per  cent,  is  a 
severe  impost  upon  the  users  of  iron,  what 
would  be  a  duty  o<  15  per  cent  ^ 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^That  is  a  very  poor 
argument 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  admit  that  it  is  a  very 
poor  argument;  but  what  a  poor  illustra- 
tion of  a  straightforward  course  it  is ! 
The  right  honorable  gentleman  has  referred 
to  the  conduct  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta.  But  the  former  is  a  pro- 
tecticmist  or  a  free-trader  when  it  suits 
him.  On  this  particular  item  he  and  I 
happen  to  be  in  accord,  but  I  am  sorry 
that  his  straightforward  policv  was  n<>t 
initiated  five  years  ago,  when  this  item  wa.s 
under  consideration. 

Sir  John  Forrest.  —  The  honorable 
member  should  not  destroy  his  friends. 


Mr.  WILKS.— I  do  not  know  who  are 
my  friends.  The  party  of  which  I  am  a 
prominent  member  has  no  friends. 

Sir  John  Forrest.  —  The  hcmorable 
member  has  one  friend,  any  way. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  may  tell  the  right  hon- 
oraWe  gentleman  that  the  party  in  which  I 
am  a  prominent  member  is  very  solid. 
Every  morning  we  have  our  caucus  in  the 
train,  and  the  great  trouble  is  that  in- 
variably the  party  make  me  their  spokes- 
man; but  we  do  not  quarrel  either  here  or 
outside.  I  think  that  the  straightforward 
policy  to  which  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man has  professed  to  be  so.  much  attached 
is  rather  belated.  I  wish  that  it  had  been 
practised  in  the  time  of  the  Barton  Admin- 
istration. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  has  changed  his  views  since  then. 

Mr.  WILKS.— They  are  not  tbe  only 
things  changed.  Tlie  right  hcmoraUe 
gentleman  has  changed  his  supporters 
since  then.  I  remember  the  time  when  he 
was  very  much  attached  to  the  Labour 
Partv.  but  he  will  not  have  their  suppc»t 
now.  I  suggest  to  the  Treasurer  that  if 
he  is  prepared  to  accept  a  dutv  of  12}  per 
c«it..  as  I  am  tc^d  he  is,  be  may  as  welt 
climb  down  to  the  dead  level.  If  he  is 
prepared  to  accept  a  duty  of  iz\  per  cent, 
he  cannot  justify  it  as  a  protectionist  dutv. 

Sir  WiLiJAU  Lyne. — It  is  not  in  the 
true  sense. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Then  what  the  deuce  is 
It? 

Sir  William  "LntE.. — I  wanted  to  get 
dt^ies  of  17}  per  cent.,  and  i2|  per  cent., 
and  it  was  only  to  settle  the  matter  that  I 
said  that  I  was.  pcepared  to  take  the  tower 
duties.  I  thought  that  I  had  made  a. 
liberal  arrangement  which  would  be- 
generally  accepted  and  stop  further'  debate, 
bat  it  seems  Uiat  the  disease  of  talking  is- 
spreading. 

Mr.  WILKS.  -I  am  opposed  to  a  bounty 
and  a  duty.  On  g^ral  principles,  I  cp- 
jiose  an  import  dutv  on  iron  ;  it  is  a  tax 
upcxi  the  users.  We  should  not  lew  a 
re\-enue  duty  ;  in  this  case,  as  in  others,  it 
can  be  of  no  assistance  to  the  local  in- 
dustry. I  hope  that  the  bounty  will  be 
effective  for  the  purpose  which  we  intend. 

Mr.  DUGAI.D  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [4.25]. — I  rise  to  say  a  few  words- 
in  replv  to  a  remark  bv  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Swan.  Ano'.her  honorable  member 
made  a  somewhat  similar/^alement.  but  I 
decline  to  take  a^'Mfoie^^^MpgAta  him^ 
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The  right  honorable  gentleman  said  that 
some  honorable  members  who  have  been 
free-traders  all  their  lives  were  voting  for 
protection  in  this  instance.  May  I  tell 
the  hcmorable  member  that  throughout  this 
Tariff  I  have  teen  voting  for  what  I  call 
protective  duties  simply  because  we  could 
r.ot  get  anything  else.  ' 

Sir  John  Fokkest. — That  is  not  so  in 
this  case. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  recog- 
nised that  those  who  were  induced  to  start 
industries  under  the  old  duties  had  some 
claim  for  the  continuance  of  those  duties, 
at  any  rate  for  a  time.  I  have  often  voted 
what  I  call  protectiwiist  duties,  partlv  be- 
cause, in  some  cases,  I  could  not  get  less — 
tfiat  is  where  I  did  not  think  that  there  was 
any  claim — and  partly  because  in  other 
cases  1  thought  that  there  was  a  just  claim 
owing  to  the  mcouragement  which  had  been 
deliberately  pven  by  our  policy.  Throufi^- 
out  the  Tariff  I  have  been  acting  on  that 
principle,  and  with  regard  to  industries 
everywhere.  I  have  opposed,  and  shall 
continue  to  oppose,  a  bounty  upon  the  pro- 
duction of  iron.  The  bounty  would  give 
assistance  to  the  makers  of  some  articles 
which  are  now  fret  Although  those 
articles  are  duty  free,  yet  I  shall  oppose 
the  bo^mty,  and  give,  no  assistance  which 
has  not  been  already  giv«i. 

Mt.  Watson. — I  would  rote  this  dnty 
cheerfuUv  if  there  were  to  be  no  bounties. 

Mr.   DUGALD  THOMSON.— There 
■  should  be  no  duplication.    If  a  bounty  is 
carried,  then  the  dutv  ought  to  be  remitted, 
or  we  should  put  in  a  provision  that  it 
shall  be  deducted  from  the  bounty.  When 
I  am  asked  to  vote  differently  in  the  case 
of  this  industry,  and  to  give  no  recogni- 
tion  to  a  duty  which  has  been  in  existence, 
T  am  asked  to  do  an  injustice  which  I  have 
not  attempted  to  do  in  the  case  of  other 
manufacturers.    I  do  not  think  that  I  am 
^P*^"sistent  in  the  least  degree.    I  believe 
as  a  rule,  honorable  members  know 
I  intend  to  vote  on  a  Tariff  question 
th  ♦  ^1.^  have  voted.    Therefore  I  thinfc 
n.**f  *     honorable  member  for  Swan  is 
^^J"e  wrong  in  his  statement.     I  shall  not 
ix^Z^^         with  having  supported  the 
a  m!^  *  higher  dutv  when  he  was 

"member  of  the  Barton  Government. 
^  John  Forrest.— Do  not  do  that. 
Sntend  ^^^^^  THOMSON.— I  do  not 
Sir 


on'y  uiS^L  Po^MT.— My  statement  was 
<fo  no#^?  ^  "e  «  an  argument,  and  I 
»aiit  to  press  it. 


Mr.  Watson. — It  should  be  remembered 
that  we  are  producing  a  number  of  the 
articles  which  are  to  be  the  subject  of  a 
bounty,  but  not  steel  rails. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  admit 
that.  I  do  not  wish  to  see  a  duty  and  a 
bounty,  because  that  is  going  beyond  either 
what  is  necessary  or  desirable. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Does  the  honorable 
member  think  that  a  duty  on  steel  rails  is 
justifiable  under  any  conditions — in  the 
present  state  of  this  <»untry  ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON— What  a 
questitm  for  the  right  htsiorable  member  to 
ask  me.  Can  he  be  thinking?  He  has 
been  voting  duty  after  duty  on  articles 
which  affect  construction  in  this  country 
far  more  than  do  rails. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^Whei  and  where? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Let  the 
honorable  member  oxisider  the  votes  that 
be  has  given  foe  duties  on  cement,  other 
machinery-,  and  iron  work,  and  many  other 
items. 

Sir  John  Foiwest. — ^We  make  them  in 
the  country,  but  we  do  not  nu^  any  of 
these  rails. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  rails 
are  proposed  to  be  made  here,  whilst  many 
of  the  things  for  duties  on  which  the  hcm- 
orable  member  voted  are  not  made  in  Aus- 
tralia. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  should  like  to 
know  which. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  The 
claim  made  on  tiieir  behalf  was  that  they 
would  be  made  in  Australia  if  we  im- 
posed a  duty. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— What  is  the  honor- 
able member  referring  to? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  All 
through  the  Tariff  that  has  been  the  case. 
Then  the  right  honorable  member  speaks 
of  steel  rails  as  if  they  were  all  important. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — They  are  more  im- 
portant than  nine-tenths  of  the  other  items 
in  the  Tariff. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Consider 
the  return  of  duty  paid  as  shown  in  the 
figures  supplied  to  us.  I  could,  if  need 
I>e,  point  to  items  that  we  have  alreadv 
carried  affecting  the  developmental  policv 
of  the  country  infinitely  more  than  this 
duty  does. 

Mr.  SAMPSON  (Wimmera)  [4.32].— I 
intend  to  vote  for  the  cdntinuahce  of  the 
old  duty.     UiP^^^^  proposal  accepted 
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by  the  Treasurer  there  will  be  no  change. 
I  cannot  understand  why  it  is  that  some 
protectionists  intend  to  vote  to  wipe  out 
the  duty  on  steel  rails.  A  great  deal  has 
been  said  about  the  granting  of  the  bounty. 
Presuming  that  the  Manufactures  En- 
couragement Bill  gets  into  Oxmnittee,  and 
becomes  law,  it  will  merely  involve  the 
payment  of  the  bounty  on  the  production 
of  pig  iron,  and  steel  made  from  it.  But 
what  about  the  manufacture  of  rails  frcan 
the  raw  material?  Surely  the  manufac- 
ture of  steel  rails  from  the  simple  steel 
is  in  itself  an  industry  as  much  entitled 
to  a  duty  as  any  other  commodity  in- 
cluded in  the  Tariff.  So  far  as  the 
amount  of  the  bounty  proposed  to  be  paid 
is  oxicerned,  I  must  say  that  I  am  not 
very  much  impressed  by  its  value.  The 
amount  proposed  to  be  paid, is  very  small 
if  we  really  desire  to  establish  a  great  in- 
dustry. The  ptobability  is  that  Mr.  Sand- 
ford  under  present  conditions  will  be  able 
to  obtain  the  whole  bounty  paid.  The  capa- 
city of  his  blast  furnaces  enables  him  to 
turn  out  about  50,000  t(xis  per  annum,  and 
his  resources  in  reference  to  the  two  pro- 
cesses through  which  steel  has  to  go, 
would  enable  him  to  obtain  the  whole 
amount.  Even  if  he  were  to  do*  that, 
however,  he  would  be  able  to  produce 
only  about  one-eighth  or  one-tenth  of  the 
total  requirements  of  Australia.  So  that 
the  bounty  proposed  to  be  granted  for  the 
development  of  the  inxi  industry  is  a  mere 
infinitesimal  proportion.  I  shall  vote  for 
the  continuance  of  the  duty  of  ii\  per 
cent,  on  steel  rails,  because  I  consider 
that  it  is  a  branch  of  industry  the  claims 
of  which  for  a  measure  of  protection  are 
as  great  as  are  those  of  any  other  item 
in  the  Tariff. 

Question — That  the  words  "except 
steel  "  proposed  to  be  inserted  after  the 
word  "  rails "  be  so  inserted  (Mr. 
Watson's)  amendment — put.  The  Com- 
mittee divided. 

Ayes 

Noes 


Noes. 


Bowdcn,  E.  K. 
Brown,  Tillcy 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Joseph 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Edwards,  R 
Poster,  F.  J. 
Knox,  W. 
Livingston,  }. 
Lyne,  Sir  WUliam 
Maloncy,  \V.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 
Mauger,  S. 


MuDoug'all,  J.  K. 
I'^ge,  J. 

Quick,  Sit  John 
Sampson,  S. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Webster,  \V. 
AVisc,  G.  H. 
Wynne,  A. 

TelUrs : 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Cook,  Hume 


Pairs. 


Kelly,  W.  H. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Fysh.  Sir  Philip 
Uddell,  F. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
WiUis,  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Poynton,  A. 


Kingston,  C.  C. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
B:imford.  F.  W. 
Ueakin,  A, 
twing,  T.  T. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Harper,  R. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
O'Malley,  King 
Thomas,  J. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Thomson,  John 
Fisher,  A. 
Irvine,  Hans 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  ARCHER  (Capricornia)  [4.40], — 
I  move — 

That  after  the  word  "Rods"  the  words  "and 
steel  sleepers"  be  inserted. 

Steel  sleepers  are  part  of  tramway  equip- 
ment, and  should  omne  under  the,  same 
heading.  Otherwise,  they  will  be  in- 
cluded under  manufactures  of  metals 
n.e.i. 

Question  put.    The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes      ...    "     ...  ...  16 

 z8 


Noes 


15 
27 


Majority  ... 


Majority 


Archer.  E.  W. 
Batchelor.  K.  L. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Catts,  J.  H 
Fairbairn,  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Hedces,  W.  M. 

Mr.  Samfson. 


12 


Ayes. 


AVes. 


Irvine,  W.  H. 

Mahon,  H. 
Palmer,   A.  C. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Watson.  I.  C. 

Tellers : 
lohnson.  W.  E. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 


Archer.  E.  W. 

Batchelor.  K.  L. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Catts,  J.  H 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  R 
Fairbairn,  G 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fraier,  C.  E. 


Hedges,  W.  M. 
Knox,  W. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers : 
Bowden,  E.  K 
Livingston,  J. 
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Chanter,  J.  Vf. 
Chapnum,  Auitin 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Harper,  R. 
Lyne,  Sir  WiUiano 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mauger,  S. 
HcDougall.  J.  K. 
Page,  J. 


Nots. 

l^uick.  Sir  }oha 
S^impson,  S. 
Storrer,  D. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Webster,  W. 
Wise.  G.  H. 

TflUrs  : 
Cook,  Hume 
Mathews,  J. 


Pairs. 


Kelly.  W.  H. 
Atkinson,  L,. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Mahon,  H. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Fowler,   ].  M, 
Rcid,  G.  H. 
Li.liell.  F. 
McWiUiams,  W.  J- 
Sinclair,  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Willis.  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Poynton,  A. 
Btown,  Thomas 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 


Kingston,  C.  C. 
Cait,  E.  S. 
Spcnce,  W.  G. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
De^kin,  A. 
Watkins,  D. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hall.  D.  R. 
Irvine,  Hans 
O'Malley,  King 
Thomas,  ]. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Thomson,  John 
Fisher,  A, 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Amendment  negpuived. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[4.47]__I  would  suggest  to  the  Treasurer 
that  a  much  better  apportionment  of  this 
duty,  and  one  more  satisfactory  to  all  con- 
cerned, would  be  to  provide  for  a  general 
Tariff  of  15  per  cent,  and  for  a  duty  of 
10  per  cent,  on  imports  from  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— But  we  already 
have  a  duty  of  laj  per  cent. 

Mr.  Mathews. — I  thought  we  were  to 
have  duties  of  15  per  cent,  and  10  per 
oent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [4.48].— 1  do  not  object  to  the  hon- 
CH-able  member's  proposition.  I  told  some 
honorable  members  that  I  would  agree  to 
an  all  round  duty  of  12J  per  cent;  yet. 
whilst  I  do  not  like  to  go  below  the  old 
Tariff  by  providing  for  a  duty  of  10  per 
cent,  on  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
if  it  is  thought  desirable  that  we  should 
have  duties  of  15  per  cent,  and  10  per 
cent.,  I  shall  offer  no  objection.   I  move — 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  30th  No- 
vember, 1907,  ad  val.  (Genera!  Tariff),  il  p" 
cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  10  per  cent.,'*  be 
added. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Postponed  item  182.  Iron  pipes.  Cast  and 
Wrought,  n.e.i.,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  30  per 
cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  35  per  cent. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [4.50]. — I  had  intended  to  propose 
duties  of  25  per  cent,  and  zo  per  cent,  on 
this  item,  But  T  was  asked  last  night  to 
propose  instead  fixed  duties  of  j£2  m  the 
CJeneral  Tariff  and  j£t  Tos.  on  imports 
from  the  United  Kingdom.  These  fixed 
duties  would  be  about  equal  to  ad  valorem 
duties  of  25  per  cent,  and  20  per  cent.,  and 
I  am  quite  agreeable  to  nK>ve  them,  as  that 
would  be  a  better  method  of  collecting  the 
duty,  and  one  more  acceptable  to  those  who 
import  the  pipes.     I  move — 

That  after  the  words  "  30  per  cent."  the  woida 
*'  and  on  and  after  30th  November,  1907,  per 
toil  (General  Tariff),  40s.,"  be  inserted. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Amendment  (by   Sir  Wxluam  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  words  "25  per  cent."  the  words 
"  and  on  and  after  30th  November,  1907,  per 
ton  (United  Kingdom),  30s.,*'  be  added. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Postponed  item  183.  Iron  and  Steel  Tubes  or 
Pipes  (except  riveted  or  cast)  not  more  than  4 
inches  internal  diameter;  incjuding  Flexible 
Metal  Tubes;  Galloway  and  Vertical  pataUel 
Boiler  Tubes;  Water  Bore  Ca^ngs;  Wrought 
Iron  Fittings  for  pipes,  free. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [4-53]. — I  was  asked  by  a  number  of 
honorable  members  to  make  the  item  apply 
to  pipes  not  exceeding  6  inches  internal 
diameter,  instead  of  4  inches  as  stated  in 
the  item.  I  have  heard  no  good  reason 
why  that  should  not  be  done,  and  I  move — 

That  the  figure  "  4,"  line  2.  be  left  out,  with 
B  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  figure  "6." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Willxau  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  word  "Wrought,"  line  $,  the 
words  "and  Malleable"  be  inserted. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Postponed  item  184  (Rolled  Iron  or 
Steel  Beams,  &c.)  agreed  ta 

Postponed  item  185.  Bolts,  Nuts,  Rivets,  and 
Washers,  n.e.i.,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  30  per 
cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  25  per  cent. 

Amendments  (by  Sir  Wiluaic  Lyne) 

agreed  to — 

That  after  the  words  "30  per  cent."  the  words 
"and  on  and  after  30th  November,  1907,  ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  35  per  cent."  be  inserted. 

That  after  the  words  "  25  per  cent,"  the  words 
"  and  on  and  after  30th  November,  1007,  ad  val. 
(United  Kingdom),  20  per  cent."  be  added. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Postponed  item  186.  ^al^^Vj'^''iR•L^ 
(General  Tariff),  30  pffl^mK'jWtrW^Sllgdom), 
30  per  cent. 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) L4-54]-~I  thought  of  proposing 
duties  of  25  per  c^t.  and  20  per  cent.,  but 
I  am  prepared  in  this  case  to  accept  duties 
of  2%  per  cent  and  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  Batchzlos. — ^Why  not  make  the 
duty  the  same  as  that  tya  wiie-nettii^? 

Sir  WILUAM  LYNE.— This  is  very 
different  from  wire-netting. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [4.55].— I  am  reminded  by  this 
item  that  on  a  previous  occasion  we  bad  a 
big  fight,  and  decided  then  that  wire-net- 
ting, m  connexion  with  which  there  is 
a  big  local  industiy,  employing  many  hands, 
should  be  dutiable  at  5  per  cent 

Sir  William  Lvne. — ^The  honorable 
member  knows  the  circumstftnoes  under 
which  that  was  agreed  to. 

J(r.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— On  the 
principle  on  which  we  have  acted  through- 
out. I  am  willing  to  admit  that  there  should 
be  a  duty  of  10  per  cent,  on  barbed  wire. 

Mr.  Home  Cook. — The  Tariff  Commis- 
sion recommended  a,  dutv  of  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Certainly 
the  industrv  is  not  wie  of  mudi  importance. 
The  manufacture  of  barbed  wire  involves 
merely  the  importing  of  wire,  and  with  a 
machine  twisting  in  the  barlx  There  are 
pot  many  persons  engaged  in  the  industry, 
whilst  the  wire-netting  industry  provides 
employment  for  oxnparatively  a  great 
many  hands. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — ^The  honorable 
membeit  should  not  use  the  duty  <hi  wire- 
netting  to  support  his  argument,  because 
the  chances  are  that  I  shall  ask  for  the  re- 
ccMnmittal  of  that  item. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Barbed 
wire  and  wire-netting  are  used  practically 
bv  the  same  people,  and  both  for  fences, 
and  yet  an  increased  duty  is  proposed  on 
barbed  wire.  I  think  that  a  duty  of  10 
per  cent,  would  be  sufficient,  and  it  is 
really  too  much  when  compared  with  the 
duty  on  wire-netting.  I  should  like  to 
know  if  the  Treasurer  is  prepared  to  ac- 
cept 10  per  cent  ?  I  am  willing  to  agree 
to  duties  of  15  per  cent,  and  10  per  cent 

Sir  WtLUAM  Lyme.— All  right. 
Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Then,  I 
move— 

That  after  the  words  "  30  per  cent."  the  words 
"  and  on  and  after  30th  November,  1907,  ad  val. 
(General  TaTilT),  15  [*er  cent."  be  inserled. 

That  after  the  words  "  20  per  cent.'*  the  word* 
"and  on  and  after  30th  November,  1907,  ad 
%-al.  (United  Kinedom),  to  per  cent.'*  be  added. 

Amendments  agreed  to. 
Xteax,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 


Postponed    item    190.      Plates  (except  plain 

tio)  and  Sheets  and  Pipes  and  Tubes  of  snv 

Metal,  tinned,  plated,  polished  or  decoTatetC. 
ad  val.,  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THO.MSON  (North 
Sydney)  [4.58]. — I  wish  to  direct  the  at- 
tention of  the  Treasurer  to  a  pranise  made 
that  item  189  would  be  recommitted  if 
the  duties  on  machinery  and  machines  weie 
altered. 

Sir  William  Lynb. — Yes,  but  we  can- 
not recommit  the  item  now. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  wish 
only  to  remind  the  honorable  gentleman  of 
the  promise,  and  of  the  fact  that  reduc- 
tions have  since  been  made  on  machinerf 
and  machines. 

Sir  William  Ltne. — Yes,  I  understand 
that. 

AmendmMts  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyme) 
agreed  t<^— 

That  the  word  "tinned,"  line  3,  be  left  out. 

That  after  the  word  "polished,"  line  3,  the 
words  "metal  cased"  be  inserted. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 
Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— -Trea- 
surer) [5.0]. — I  move- 
That  the  followine  wem  itess  be  hiserted  i— 
"  t90A.  Oa  and  alter  30th  November,  1907, 
Antimony,  known  as  star  antimony,   and  antt- 
monial  and  lead  oompmdt,  namely,  tjrpe  raet^* 
linotype  metal,  aati-frktioa  and  plastic  metals, 
aJ  val.,  25  per  cent." 

This  is  in  connexion  with  an  industry  es- 
tablished at  Bahnain,  and  producing  star 
antimony,  &C.     There  is  a  system  under 

which  buyers  in  London  will  not  buy  bese. 
The  article  goes  to  England,  and  has  to 
be  purchased  there,  and  then  is  re-imported 
here  for  use.  I  do  not  think  that  that  is 
a  proper  practice.  It  is  about  time  it  was 
stopped.  That  is  whv  I  am  proposing  this 
item. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North  Syd- 
ney)  [5.4]. — The  Minister  ought  not  to  ask 
us  to  try  to  pass  the  Tariff  promptly,  and 
then  spring  these  unexpected  items  on  us* 
wh«i  we  are  d(»ng  our  best  to  assist  him. 
The  proposal  had  better  be  postponed. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyme. — I  want  to  rid 
of  this  division  to-nieht. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  Min- 
ister has  to  Tecommit  one  item  in  the  divi- 
sion. 

Sir  William  Lyne.  —  I  am  not  sure 
whether  I  wil!  recommit  anything. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  hon- 
orable gentleman  pr<«nised. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyme. — I  said  that  I  would 
have  it  altered,  and  I  will  see  that  that  is 
carried  out.  C 
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Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— We  do 
not  know  how  far  the  effects  of  this  new 
proposal  may  extend.  It  voay  vpset  a 
whole  industry. 

Mr.  Harper. — Make  it  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  I  will 
raise  no  objection  if  the  Treasurer  will 
agree  to  a  duty  trf  15  per  c«it.  in  the 
seoMid  column. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — I  will  agree  to  Hiat. 
1  will  make  the  rates  20  per  cent,  in  the 
general  Tariff,  and  15  per  cent,  against 
the  United  Kingdcwn. 

Proposed  new  item  amended  accordingly, 
and  agreed  ta 

Postponed  item  194.  Bolts,  Carnage  (|  of  an 
mck  aad  undtr  in  diameter  and  4  inches  and 
under  in  tencU>l*  ad  val.  {General  Tariff),  5 
per  cent. ;  (Uaited  Kingdom),  free. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.6]. — This  item  was  postponed  by 
me  at  the  request  of  the  hcKiorable  member 
for  Boothby.  who  said  that  he  desired  to 
make  further  inquiry.  I  do  not  know 
that  there  is  any  obiecti(m  to  it  now. 

Item  agreed  to. 

Postponed  item  aoo.  Droppers,  patent  tteel 
of  all  len^s,  ad  val.  (General  TariS),  5  per 
cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  ftee. 

Sir  WILUAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
s*''®^  [S"7l* — I  propose  to  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  negative  this  item.  The  articles 
will  then  come  in,  I  believe,  under  a  duty 
of  20  per  cent,  in  another  item. 

Mi.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [5.&]. — Lf  the  item  is  omitted, 
steel  droppers  will  beoxne  <ludablc  at  25 
per  cent,  and  20  per  .cent.  Wlvf  sbmld 
that  be? 

Sir  WiLLLUf  LsNB. — Because  thty  arc 
made  here  in  tetM  of  thousaadi. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Tboe  is 
no  difficulty  about  making  them,  and  a 
high  duty  is  not  Eequind.  only 
^ect  will  be  to  cause  grtater  orpsnBe.  in 
icnciiig. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — They  have  not  in- 
creased in  price  throu^  being  made 
locally. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am  cer- 
tain that  they  will  be  made  more  expensive 
by  a  high  duty,  but,  having,  protested,  I 
shall  not  detain  the  Conunittee  IcxigCT,  as  it 
is  not  a  large  item. 

Mr.  FISHETt  (Wide  Bay)  [5.9].— Some 
honorable  members  who  are  away  would 
probably  take  a  very  different  view  of  this 
proposal.  There  has  been  no  intimation 
that  these  articles  were  to  be  transferred 
to  a  taore  highly  dutiable  item.     It  is  a 


dangerous  practice  to  make  that  proposal 
on  a  Friday  afternoon,  when  a  number  of 
h<Miorable  members  have  gone  away.  1 
have  seen  nothing  published  to  indicate 
that  the  Treasurer  intended  to  take  this 
step. 

Sir  WiLOAM  LvNE. — When  the  item  was 
postpMied,  I  said  that  I  intended  to  make 
an  alteration,  and  put  these  artides  into 
another  item.  That  was  really  whv  it 
was  postpmed. 

Mr.  FISHER.— It  is  a  big  jump  from 
5  per  cent,  and  free  to  25  per  cent  and 
20  per  omt. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan)  [5.10I. 
— I  cannot  understand  the  Treasurer  pro- 
posing to  put  a  high  dutT  on  an  article 
v^ich  is  so  much  in  nse  for  fencing  all 
over  Australia. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Tens  of  thousands 
of  them  are  made  all  over  the  Common- 
wealth. • 

Str  JOHN  FORREST— Then  how  was 
it  that  no  request  for  a  dutv  was  nre- 
ferred  to  the  Tariff  Commission?  The 
protectionist  section  of  the  CoBU»i»ion  re- 
commended that  thev  ahould  be  free.  The 
free-trade  section,  on  some  principle  of 
their  own,  recommended  a  10  per  cent, 
doty.  The  articles  were  free  previously. 
The  Government  should  give  some  very 
good  reasons  for  proposing  to  increase  the 
dutv  so  greatlv* 

Sir  Wix^LTAv  Ltre.  —  T  said  when  I 
postpcmed  the  item  that  I  was  g<nng  to 
raise  the  duty. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Not,  surely, 
to  such  an  extent  as  is  now  proposed. 

Mr.  UVINGSTON  (Barker)  [5.12].— 
I  hope  the  Treasurer  will  not  insist  on 
ratistnf(  the  d^y  cm  steel  droppers  to  25 
per  cent.  All  over  Australia  it  is  neces- 
sary to  use  th^  for  fendng,  and  it  ia 
often  difficult  to  i;et  posts.  These  sr- 
ticl«  should  foe  allowed  to  ctxne  ia  free, 
if  anything  does. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN  (Fawkner)  [5.13].— 
The  Treasurer  might  make  the  rates  15 
per  cent,  in  the  General  Tariff  and  10  per 
oent.  against  the  United  Kingdom. 

Sir  William  Ltne. — I  will  make  them 
20  per  cent,  and  15  per  cent 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— A  great  many  of 
these  articles  are  made  hero  now.  The 
metal  comes  in  free,  and  there  is  not  a 
great  deaf  of  difficulty  in  moulding  it  into 
droppers.  They  were  free  under  the  old 
Tariff,  and  we  might  now  give  a  small 
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Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [5.14].  —  We 
have  imposed  duties  of  25  per  cent  (Gene- 
ral Tariff)  and  20  per  cent.  (United  King- 
dom) CHI  kindred  items,  and  these  articles 
ought  to  stand  the  same  amount.  They 
can  be  made  here.  When  the  matter  was 
previously  referred  to,  I  stated  that  they 
oould  be  made  here  well.  I  am  willing  to 
vote  for  duties  of  20  per  cent,  and  15  per 
cent.,  if  the  Treasurer  is  agreeable. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [5. 15 J.— The  Trea- 
surer asks  the  Committee  to  strike  the 
item  out.  Therefore  we  must  either  ac- 
cept the  item  as  it  stands,  with  a  duty  of 
5  per  cent,  and  free,  by  affirming  that  the 
item  shall  stand  as  printed,  or  else,  if  we 
negative  the  item,  we  will  leave  it  to  the 
sweet  will  of  the  Treasurer  to  include  the 
articles  in  any  crther  item  he  likes.  In 
those  circumstances,  it  will  be  difficult  for 
any  honorable  membw  to  rnove  for  duties 
of  15  per  cent  and  10  per  cent. 
■  Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [5.16].— 
I  suggest  that  this  item  be  placed  on  the 
same  scale  as  item  184,  namely,  17^  per 
cent-,  and  12^  per  cent.  Each  item  re- 
presents about  the  same  amount  of  manipu- 
lation of  the  raw  material. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — To  stop  debate.  I 
accept  the  suggestion. 

Amendments  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
proposed — 

That  after  the  words  "  5  per  cent."  the  words 
"and  on  and  after  30th  Noyember,  1907,  ad 
val.  (General  Tariff),  17^  per  cent.,"  be  in- 
serted. 

That  after  the  word  "free"  the  worA  "and 
on  and  after  jotfa  November,  1907,  ad  val. 
(United  Kingdom),  12^  per  cent.,"  be  added. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan)  [5.18I.— 
I  notice  that  standards  and  steel  fencing, 
item  216,  are  5  per  cent,  and  free.  Why 
should  we  place  a  different  duty  on  another 
portion  of  what  is  practically  the  same 
fence?  I  shall  certainly  vote  against  any 
alteration  being  made  in  the  duty  on 
droppers. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume—Trea- 
surer) [5.19]. — I  have  here  a  memorandum 
which  states  that  if  itan  200  were  strudc 

out,  as  was  suggested,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary  to  reconsider   item   216,   and  that 
standards  and  pillars  are  verv  similar  to 
droppers,  but  are  more  easily  made.  If  an 
alteration  be  made  in  item  200,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  recwnmit  item  216  in  order 
that  the  duties  on  that  item  may  be  in- 
creased to  17J  pet  cent.,  and  12J  ner  cent. 
FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  f5.2i].— The 
T  reminds  me  of  certain  sellers  of 
ly  countf)*  who  always  ask  about 


double  what  they  expect  to  get,  and  ulti- 
mately philanthropically  hand  over  the 
goods  at  far  more  than  their  value.  I  rose 
merely  to  pwnt  out  that  important  altera- 
tions are  being  made  in  the  Tariff  in  the 
absence  of  honorable  members  who  have 
gone  away  to  seek  that  relaxation  to  whidi 
thev  are  entitled. 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Postponed  item  210  (Traps)  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lvne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  following  new  item  be  inserted ; — 
"310A.  Rivets  bifurcated,  on  and  after  joth 
November,  1907,"  free. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — It  seems  very  strange 
that  bifurcated  rivets  cannot  be  made  here. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — These  are  patent 
rivets. 

Proposed  new  item  agreed  to. 

*  Postponerl  item  213.  Scrap  iron  and  Steel, 
and,  subject  to  Departmental  by-laws.  Materials 
foi  use  as  Scrap  Iron,  free. 

*  To  continue  only  until  the  coming  into 
force  of  Division  VI. (A),  Metals. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lvne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  asterisk  be  left  out. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [5. 25]. — I  do  not  know  whether, 
on  the  striking  out  the  asterisk,  the 
footnote  can  be  consequently  struck 
out. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — The  Chairman  has 
ruled  that  the  striking  out  of  an  asterisk 
destroys  the  footnote. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— But  if, 
after  the  asterisk  has  been  struck  out,  the 
footnote  remains,  it  will  prove  confusing. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— When  the  asterisk 
disappears,  the  footnote  can  have  no 
meaning. 

Amendment  -agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  W11J.1AM  Lyne) 
proposed — 

That  the  following  new  item  be  inserted  : — 
"aaoA.    Steel,  and  steel  rimmed  wheels,  of 
over  16  inches  diameter  in  the  tread,  for  trucks 
and  waggons,  and  all  steel  parts  for  such  wheels, 
on  and  after  30th  November,  1907,  free." 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [5.28].— I 
feel  sOTue  concern  for  the  Mother  Cbuntry 
in  connexion  with  this  item. 

Sir  William  Lyne,— Then  let  us  make 
the  duty  5  per  cent,  and  free. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  do  not  believe  in 
preference.  The  Prime  JfinisteE^ijud  the 
other  night  that  tStefeed  tj^J^jg^^g^jj^^ 
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were  against  every  country  but  their  own, 
and  *I  think  that  the  Treasurer  is  quite 
right  in  proposing  that  these  articles  shall 
be  admitted  from  all  a>untries. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Make  the  duty  5  per 
cent  and  free. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  honorable  mem- 
bers think  that  the  general  Tariff  should 
be  5  per  cent,  with  no  duty  against  Great 
Britain  I  have  no  objection.  I  ask  leave 
to  amend  my  amendment  in  that  direction. 

Proposed  new  item  amended  aooording- 
ingly,  and  agreed  to. 

Postponed  item  aat.  Tin  plates,  plain,  ad 
vsl.  (General  Tariff),  5  per  cent. ;  (United 
Kingdom),  free. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [5-30]. — I  would  point  out  that 
tinned  copper  or  all  timied  sheets  should  be 
included  in  this  item.  They  were  on  the 
free  list  under  the  old  Tariff,  but  they  ap- 
pear to  have  been  made  dutiable  owing  to 
the  arrangement  of  duties  under  the  Tariff 
now  before  us. 

Amendment'  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne) 
agreed  to— 

That  the  word  "Tin"  be  left  out,  with  a  view 
t»  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "  Tinned." 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Dugald  Thomson) 
agreed  to— 

That  after  the  word  "  plates "  the  words 
and  tinned  sheets "  be  inserted. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Postponed  item  225.  Wire  cloth,  wire  eauze, 
«d  val.  (General  Tariff),  5  per  cent. ;  (United 
Kingdom),  free. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.33]- — I  propose  to  negative  this 
item.  I  take  this  course  with  a  view  to  «n- 
bodying  these  materials  in  item  171.  They 
will  then  be  dutiable  at  25  per  cent,  under 
the  general  Tariff,  and  at  20  per  cent, 
under  the  Tariff  for  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [5.34!. — I  should  like  to  know 
why  the  Treasurer  proposes  to  adopt  this 
course? 

Sir  Wiluam  L\tje. — Because  these  ma- 
terials are  being  made  in  the  Common- 
wealth in  considerable  quantity,  and  ought 
therefore  to  be  protected. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [5.35].— Some 
days  ago  I  asked  the  Treasurer  to  post- 
pone this  item  becatjse  I  was  aware  that 
a  large  quantity  of  wire  gauze  and 
wire  cloth  was  bong  manufactured  in  Aus- 
tralia.  The  Treasurer  himself  is  now  in 
possession  of  several  samples.  There  are 
about  200  men  ^igaged  in  the  industry. 


and  I  think  that  the  item  should  be  (xnitted 
with  a  view  to  its  inclusion  under  manu- 
factures of  metals. 
Item  negatived. 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  ihc  consideratiun  of  postponed  items  152, 
153,  and  154  be  further  postponed  until  the  re- 
maining duties  have  been  dealt  with. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [5.37]-— The  other 
day  the  Treasurer  stated  that  he  would  not 
proceed  with  the  consideration  of  the  duty 
upon  stripper  harvesters  until  he  had  laid 
upon  the  table  of  the  House  a  memoran- 
dum relating  to  the  salient  points  of  the 
new  protection  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment Are  we  to  infer  from  this  motion 
that  the  announcement  of  those  proposals 
is  to  be  postpmied  until  the  remainder  of 
the  Tariff  has  been  dealt  with  ? 

Sir  WiLLiAU  Lyne. — T  cannot  say.  I 
do  not  know  what  the  Prime  Minister  in- 
tends to  do. 

Mr.  WILKS.— It  looks  very  much  like 

it. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  itons  postponed. 
Division  Via. — Metals  and  Machinery. 

To  come  into  operation  on  dates  to  be  fixed 
by  Proclamation,  and  exempt  from  duty  in  the 
meantime.  Proclamation  to  issue  iO  soon  as  it 
is  certified  to  Parliament  by  the  Minister  that 
the  Manufacture  to  which  the  Pioclamaiion 
refers  has  been  sufficiently  established  in  the 
CommonwealUi. 

329.   Iron  and  Steel — 

(A)  Scran  Iron  and  Steel,  and   Pig  Iron, 

od  val.,  12^  per  cent. 

(B)  Ingots ;  Blooms ;  Slabs ;  Billets ;  Pod  iled 

Bars  and  Loops;  or  like  crude  Ma:iu- 
factures,  less  fiiiished  than  Iron  or 
Steel  bars,  but  more  advanced  than 
I'i.'  Iron  (exic]>t  Castings),  ad  val., 
12^  per  cent. 

(C)  Bar;   Rod;  Angle;   Tee;   Sheet  and 

Plate  (plain);  Wire  and  Hoog,  ad 
val.,  12^  per  cent. 

(D)  Machinery,  Machines,  and  Parts — 

Mowers;  Reapers;  and  Reapers  and 
Binders,  ad  val.,  i7i  per  cent. 

(E)  Iron  and  Steel  Tubes  and  Pipes,  not 

dutiable  under  Division  VI.,  ad  val., 
12^  per  cent. 

(F)  Spelter,  ad  val.,  10  per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.39]- — I  informed  some  honorable 
members  before  they  left  for  their  homts 
this  afternoon  that  I  intended  to  ask  the 
Committee  to  merely  complete  the  con- 
sideration of  Division  VI.  of  the  Tariff, 
and  under  the  circumstances  it  would 
scarcely  be  fair  for  me  to  proceed  with  the 
consideration  of  Division  X"^  ** 
time,  I  should  vei^Jia  W 


same 
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}k{r.  WiLKS.— If  the  Treasurer  did  so. 
it  would  only  cause  more  trouble  oext  week. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  I  have  been 
asked  to  push  on  with  Division  VI a.,  but 
under  the  circumstances  I  do  not  feel  justi- 
fied in  doing  so,  and  consequently  T  shall 
report  prepress. 

Progress  reported. 

BOUNTIES  BILL. 
Assent  reported. 

SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion  (by  Sir  Wiluau  Lvne)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  House,  at  its  rising,  adjourn  mtil 
a.^o  p.in.  on  Monday  nexL 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Order  of  Business. 

M<^on  (by  Sir  Wiluah  Lvne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [5.42].— I  desire 
to  know  the  business  to  which  the  Trea- 
surer purposes  to  give  precedence  oa  Mon- 
day? 

Sir  William  Lvne. — ^The  first  business 
will  be  the  coosideration  of  Division  VIa. 
of  the  TariflF. 

Question  resolved  in  the  nffirmative. 

House  adjourned  at  5.43  p.m. 


?Uou»c  of  Krprcsrntatibrs. 

Monday,  2  December^  ^907. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.30 
p.m.  and  read  prayers. 

TARIFF  ALTERATIONS. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Will  the 
Treasurer  have  printed  and  distributed  a 
list  of  any  alterations  he  intends  to  propose 
in  the  Tariff  schedule  so  that  honorable 
members  can  give  their  attention  to  them 
beforehand  ?  I  think  that  this  course 
should  be  taken  io  order  to  avmd  serious 
stc^ipftges. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  know 
that  any  serious  stoppages  have  taken  place 
in  consequence  of  intended  alterations  not 
having  been  circulated. 


Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — No;  but  they 
may  occur. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  cannot  give 
an  absolute  promise  that  I  will  not  Sitsx 
anything;  but  so  far  as  I  can  give  timely 
information  as  to  any  pn^osed  alteratipn 
I  shall  do  so. 

STANDING  ORDERS. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  the  GovernmOTt  in- 
tend to  take  any  acticm  with  reference  to 
the  report  of  the  Standing  Orders  Com- 
mittee which  was  presmted  to  the  House 
some  time  ago,  and  which  recwnmended  for 
its  approval  a  new  set  of  Standing  Orders. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  have  already  replied 
to  this  question — that  if  there  be  time  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  session  it  can  be  very- 
well  spent  in  considering  the  report  re- 
ferred to. 

CHRISTMAS  RECESS. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— Can  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter inform  the  House  as  to  the  probable 
date  on  which  it  will  be  asked  to  adjourn 

for  the  Christmas  recess? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — As  soon  as  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Tariff  has  been  concluded, 
a  step  which  it  is  hoped  can  be  readied  by 
the  ^d  of  next  week. 

GOVERNMENT  PROPERTY- 
INSURANCE. 

Mr.  FOWLER.— I  find  that  as  one  result 
of  the  recent  fire  in  MeIbourr*e  about 
;^20,ooo  worth  of  Commonwealth  propCTty 
has  been  destroyed,  and  it  is  stated  that  it 
was  not  insured,  i  wish  to  ask  the  Post- 
master-General whether  it  is  not  the  rule  of 
his  Departmoit  to  insure  its  property,  and, 
if  so,  why  it  was  neglected  in  that  instance? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  intend  to  go  fully 
into  the  matt^,  which  I  may  say  was 
brought  before  me  this  morning  by  the  hon- 
orable member  ioc  Hourke.  The  Goverik- 
ment  have  always  taken  up  the  position 
that  they  should  not  insure  their  property. 
What  I  think  we  should  do  is  to  establish 
an  insurance  fund  for  the  purpose  of  meet- 
ing such  risks. 

TELEPHONE  SERVICE— FIRE. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Is  the  Prime  Ifinister 
aware  that  it  has  been  reported  that  the 
great  fire  in  Klelboume  was  largdy  owing 
to  the  fact  that  a  person  could  not  get  con- 
nected with  the  Fire  Brigade  Staticm  for 
ten  minates?  DigitizedbyGoOglc 
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Mr.  MAUGER. — I  have  made  inquiries 
ind  ascertained  that  that  theory,  which  is 
not  lacked  up  any  evidence,  is  as  ill- 
foonded  as  the  thecwy  that  the  fire  was 
ffliginated  by  the  lighting  of  cases  in  a 
lane,  which  is  quite  ctmtrary  to  fact. 

FANXIXG  ISLAND. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— Can  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter give  the  House  any  information  with 
reference  to  the  reported  transfer  ot  sale 
of  Fanning  Island? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— There  is  no  news  of 
any  recent  dat&  The  questioa  was  coon- 
doed,  I  should  think  two  years  agp,  when 
it  appeared  to  be  believed  that  there  was  no 

power  to  transfer  the  island,  although  cer- 
tain property  on  it  might  be  sold.  How- 
ever, we  called  attention  at  that  time_  to 
the  risk  which  was  being  run,  and  I  think 
that  the  Pacific  Cable  Board,  which  has  a 
station  there,  must  have  kept  itself  in- 
formed of  the  progress  of  events. 

PAPEiL 

Mr.  MAUGER  laid  upon  the  table  the 

following  paper: — 

Lands  Acquisitioo  Act— Land  ncquiicd  undei, 
•t  Darling  Itland,  New  South  Wale*— For  De- 
fence purpoiea. 

TARIFF. 

In  Committee  ef  Wars  and  M  tans 
(Consideration  resumed  from  X9tb  No- 
vember^  vide  page  6&54) :  . 

Division  Via. — Uetals  and  Machioerjr. 
To  come  tato  operation  on  dates  to  be  fixed 
by  Proclamatioa,  and  exempt  from  dwty  in  the 
■teantbnc.    Proclanalion  to  issue  so  tooa  as  it 
is  certified  to  Patbament  by  the  Miaiiter  that 
tlte   maoufactuie    to    which    the  Proclamatioa 
re  f ers  has  been  suOicicotly  established  in  the 
CommoQwealth. 
339.  Iron  and  Steel — 
(A)  Scrap   Iron  and  Steel,  and  Pig  Iron, 

ad    val.    13^  per  cent. 
W  Ingots;  Blooms;  Slabs;  Billeks;  Paddled 
Ba»  a^d  Loops  ;*or  like  crude  Manu- 
factures, less  finished  than   Iron  or 
Steel  Bars,  but  more  advanced  than 
P\c  Iron  (except   Castings),   ad  vaL, 
12^  per  cent. 
(C)  Bar;  Rod;  Angle;  Tee;  Sbcet  and  Ftate 
(plain) ;    Wire    and  jiloasf,    ad  val., 
I2ii  per  cent, 
(o)  Machinery,  Machines,  and  Parts — 

Uowers;  Reapers;  and  Reapers  and 
Btadets.  ad  val.,  tyi  per  cenL 
lion  and  Steel  Tubes  and   Pipes,  not 
dutiable  under  Division  VL^  ad  val., 
13^  per  cent. 
if)  Spelter,  ad  vat.,  10  per  cent. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [2.37]. — I  wish  to  postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  the  descriptive  paragraph  at 
th  commencement  of  this  division  until  the 
duties  have  been  considered. 

Paragraph  postponed  accordingly. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— As  honorable 
members  know,  it  is  not  intended  that  this 
division  ot  the  Tariff  shall  come  into  opera- 
tion until  some  time  hence.  The  Manufac- 
tures  Encouragement  Bill  hinges  on  this 
divisi(Hi.  It  is  very  likely  that  when  the 
Bill  is  sutKnitted,  I  sh^l  lUter  the  dates 
as  to  the  running  of  the  botmties.  If  that 
Bill  is  passed — and  I  hope  that  it  will  be 
passed — it  will  operate  for  a  certain 
period,  and  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  very 
long  before  either  Mr.  Sandford  or  some 
other  person  will  have  sufficiently  established 
an  industry  to  warrant  the  Government  in 
issuing  a  proctamati<Hi  to  bring  into  force 
this  division  of  the  Tariff.  Had  I  thought 
of  it  before,  I  think  I  should  have  pro- 
posed to  increase  the  daties  under  Divisicm 

VIA. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — ^They  have  . 
been  increased. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.-;-Only  in  one 
case,  and  very  sUghtly.  I  think  they  ought 
to  be  25  and  20  per  cent,  in  comparison 
with  the  duties  on  other  items  in  the  Tariff. 
However,  that  is  a  matter  whidi  I  am  not 
going  to  deal  with  at  the  present  stage. 
The  alteration  will  be  in  plenty  of  time  four 
and  five  years  hence — which  period  will,  I 
expect,  elapse  befwe  these  duties  will  come 
into  chelation.  They  will  not  operate  in  the 
meantime.  I  intend  to  propose  to  delete 
the  paragraph  — spelter.  From  the  in- 
foimation  which  I  have  been  able  to  gather, 
1  do  not  think  that  there  is  any  necessity 
at  the  present  time  to  retain  that  duty. 
It  is  \xiag  produced  at  Cockle  Creek, 
and  theie  is  no  doubt  that  there 
is  a  cmsiderable  deooand  for  it  in  Anstnt- 
lia.  I  am  infonned  that  there  is  a  market 
for  the  whole  of  the  spelter  that  can  be 
made  here.  I  do  not  think  that  there  is 
any  occasion  to  go  out  of  our  way  to  im- 
pede a  duty  at  the  present  time ;  though 
I  may  change  my  opinion  if  I  receive  fur- 
ther information.  I  wish  to  say  -that  I  re- 
gard these  duties  as  the  most  important  in 
the  Tariff.  Iron  and  steel  are  the  base  of 
all  manufactures  in  Australia.  If  we  can 
produce  enough  iron  and  steel  to  supply 
Australia  without  the  importation  of  any 
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probably  the  greatest  of  all — in  this  coun- 
try. I  believe  that  honcvable  members  will 
feel  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  carry 
these  duties  into  effect.  I  am  not  asking 
for  increased  duties  at  present,  because  I 
believe  that  those  proposed  will  be  suffi- 
cient for  the  purpcse,  and  also  because  I 
desire  to  finish  the  Tariff  before  Christ- 
mas. 

Mr,  Johnson. — What  is  the  Minister 
proposing  to  do  in  reference  to  the  bountv  ? 
Does  he  propose  that  the  bounty  and  the 
dutv  shall  operate  together? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  bounty 
ceases  when  the  duty  cones  into  operation. 
The  two  do  not  run  together.  The  honor- 
able member  will  find  that  the  heading  to 
the  division  provides  that  the  matter  is  to  be 
dealt  with  m  a  c^ain  way.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  wise  to  discuss  that 
question  now,  as  the  heading  has  been  post- 
poned. But  certain  words  have  been  left 
out  of  the  heading  as  it  formerly  stood, 
to  the  effect  that  a  vote  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament  is  required  before  the  duties 
come  into  operation.  Strong  objection  has 
been  taken  to  that  provision  by  those  who 
wish  to  invest  their  capital  in  the  iron 
and  steel  industry.  In  this  Tariff  we  are 
proposing  to  leave  the  responsibility  of 
bringing  the  duties  into  operation  to  the 
Minister  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Fisher. — That  is  an  absolutely 
novel  thing  in  Tariff  matters — to  leave  to 
the  Minister  the  power  to  impose  duties. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYN'K.— I  do  not  in- 
tend to  discuss  that  matter  now,  although 
1  think  that  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said 
in  favour  of  leavinp  this  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  Minister.  Parliament  cannot 
deal  with  the  details. 

Mr.  Johnson. — It  will  be  a  very  dan- 
f^erous  thing  to  do. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— I  am  disposed 
to  think  that  people  will  riot  be  inclined 
to  invest  their  monev  in  the  iron  industry 
unless  they  know  exactly  what  is  going  to 
happen. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  our  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs  has  not  sufficient 
power  already,  and  is  to  be  granted  fur- 
ther power,  it  will  be  a  poor  look  out. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.  —  Honorable 
members  are  sometimes  unwisely  disin- 
clined to  trust  those  in  authority. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— We  might  as  well 
shut  up  Parliament,  as  they  have  done  in 
Portugal. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  not  a  fair 
thing  to  say    that   we   will   do  certain 


things  under  certain  conditi<xis  without 
giving  security  to  those  who  invest  their 
capital.  A  milli<Hi  of  money  might  be  in- 
vested in  the  iron  industry,  and  then  a 
new  Ministry  might  cwne  into  power  and 
say  "We  will  not  do  what  you  ask  of  us,'* 
w  "we  will  not  ask  Parliament  to  do  it," 
or  "we  have  not  time  to  do  it." 

Mr.  Johnson. — It  is  a  dangorous  power 
to  give  to  any  Minister. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Well,  it  is  a 
dangerous  thing  to  give  honorable  mem- 
bers licence  to  talk  as  long  as  they  like. 

Mr.  Johnson. — ^The  Minister  is  enjoying 
that  licence  just  now. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  say 
much,  unless  there  is  occasion  to  say  it; 
and  I  do  not  int«[id  to  deal  with  this 
matter  any  further. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [2.48].—!  offer 
no  objection  to  the  course  which  the  Minis- 
ter has  proposed  to  take,  but  he  has  ccHn- 
menced  to  debate  the  matter  which  he  has 
postponed.  I  did  not  expect  that  he  would 
do  that.  I  unhesitatingly  say  that  I  should 
have  preferred  that  my  amendment  should 
receive  consideration  now. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  will  be  dealt 
with  afterwards. 

Mr.  KNOX.— But  the  Minister  has 
ccHnmenced  to  debate  the  matter.  I  there- 
fore see  no  reason  why  I  should  not  con- 
tinue the  discus^on. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— I  referred  to  it 
only  incidentally. 

Mr.  KNOX<— The  Treasurer  indicated 
that  he  was  going  to  oppose  the  policy 
which  my  amendment  embodies.  I  have 
consistently  expressed  my  belief  that  we 
should  ardently  endeavour  to  establish  the 
iron  industry  in  Australia.  But  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  at  the  present  mrnnent 
what  duty  I  shall  support.  I  do  feel, 
however,  that  it  should  be  distinctly 
stated  in  the  Tariff  that  the  bounty  and 
the  duty  are  not  to  be  concurrent.  Per- 
sonally, I  believe  that  the  manufacturers 
would  prefer  a  duty  to  the  bounty,  and  I 
have  already  indicated  that,  in  m>  opinion, 
the  Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill  has 
a  very  precarious  career  in  frtmt  of  it.  I 
shall  discuss  the  details  at  greater  length 
on  a  future  occasitxi,  simply  contenting  my- 
self now  with  expressing  the  opinion  that 
we  should  have  a  specific  declaraticxi  in  the 
Tariff,  that  if  duties  are  agreed  to  by  the 
Committee,  they  should  not  be  OHxrurrent 
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Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [2  49]-— I 
take  it  that  the  only  matter  before  us  now 
is  whether  we  are  in  favour  of  duties  be- 
ing impOTed  under  item  229,  after  the 
iion  industry  has  been  sufficiently  estab- 
lished in  Australia.  I  wish  to  say,  at  the 
outset,  that  m  dealing  with  the  subject  as 
I  shall  do,  I  do  not  desire  to  reflect  upon 
any  Minister.  I  do  not  agree  with  the 
hmorable  member  for  Kooyong  that  the 
manufacturers  would  prefer  a  duty  to  a 
bounty.  With  the  exception  of  those 
who  were  only  turning  out  iron  I  do 
not  think  that  manufacturers  would  prefer 
a  duty  to  a  bounty,  and  cannot  understand 
the  honorable  member  suggesting  that  they 
would. 

Mr.  Knox. — One  manufacturer  of  iron 
might. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Naturally,  if  there  were 
CMilv  one  manufacturer  of  iron,  he  would 
prefer  a  duly  to  a  bounty ;  but  every  user 
of  iron  would  be  of  a  different  opinion. 
For  that  reason  I  think  that  the  grant- 
ing of  a  bounty  is  a  much  better  method 
of  ertcouraging  the  industry  than  is  the 
imposition  of  a  duty.  I  ajn  not  averse 
to  a  duty  being  imposed  if  the  indus- 
try is  established.  The  creation  of  the 
industry  would  more  than  compensate  for 
any  drawback  that  might  arise  from  the 
ajflection  of  such  duties  as  these. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  do  not  desire  that 
the  bounty  and  the  duty  should  be  concur- 
rent. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  should  oppose  their 
running  concurrently. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — So  should  I. 

Mr.  BowixN. — And  yet  we  have  boun- 
ties and  duties  operating  oxicurrently  in  re- 
lation to  a  nund)er  of  Queensland  indus- 
tries. 

Mr.  FISHER. — I  was  ready  to  do  some- 
thing more  for  the  iron  industry  than  to 
agree  to  the  impcsition  of  a  duty,  but  the 
honorable  member  would  not  support  me. 
I  am  prepared  to  support  these  proposals, 
but  do  not  think  there  should  be  any 
lengthy  debate  upon  them.  When  we  have 
to  deal  with  the  material  question  of 
whether  the  Minister  shall  have  power  by 
proclamation  to  direct  duties  on  metals  and 
machinery  to  be  collected,  or  whether  such 
a  direction  should  be  given  only  by  Parlia- 
ment, which  alone  has  the  power  to  impose 
duties,  I  shall  be  found  objecting  to  the 
first-named  proposal. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  paragraph  F  be  left  ouU 


Item,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) t2'53]* — h*^^  ^ 
the  heading  to  this  division,  which  reads — 

To  come  into  operation  on  dates  to  be  fixed  by 
pfoclamatioD,  and  exempt  from  duty  in  the 
meantime.  Proclamation  to  issue  as  soon  as  it  is 
certified  to  Parliament  by  the  Minister  that  the 
manufacture  to  which  the  proclamation  lefeim 
has  been  sufficiently  established  in  the  Common- 
wealth. 

As  I  explained  a  few  minutes  ago,  this  pro- 
vision is  different  from  that  which  has  been 
associated  with  a  similar  schedule  in  two 
other  measures.  On  three  prior  occasicms 
we  have  had  imder  consideration  a  sdiedule 
of  this  kind,  and  in  the  last  instance  we 
varied  the  heading,  using  words  similar  to, 
if  not  exactly  the  same,  as  those  now  under 
consideration.  In  the  Tariff  of  1902,  it 
was  provided  that  the  duties  should  ccwne 
into  operation  by  a  resolution  passed  by 
both  Houses  of  the  Parliament.  I  have 
been  advised  all  round,  however,  that  the 
uncertainty  attaching  to  such  a  provision 
would  militate  against  the  establishment 
of  the  industry. 

Mr.  Fisher. — This  is  not  debatable. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  agree 
with  the  hcxiorabte  member ;  I  think  that  it 
is. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  wishes  to  carry  on  legislation  bv 
Govenrment. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  hope  the  hon- 
orable member  will  not  grumble.  Under 
the  ^lanufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  up 
to  the  1st  January,  1913,  a  certain  sum  of 
money  will  aimually  be  expended  by  way 
of  bounties  on  the  production  of  pig  iron. 
If  at  that  time,  or  before  the  expiraticm  of 
that  time,  it  appeared  to  the  Ministry  that 
the  production  of  pig  iron  in  Australia  was 
suffici«it  to  supply  the  requirements  of  the 
Commonwealth  then,  under  this  pronosal, 
a  proclamation  could  be  issued  providing 
that  the  duty  of  12^  per  cent,  should  come 
into  operation.  As  soon  as  the  duty  comes 
into  operation,  the  bounty  will  cease.  I 
wish  at  once  to  disabuse  the  minds  of  hon- 
orable members  as  to  there  being  any  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  that  the 
dutv  and  the  bounty  shall  be  concurrent. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— That  is  not  the 
point. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  foe  Kocyyong  referred  specially  to 
that  point.  I  should  be  prepared  to  trust 
anv  Ministry  to  hcHiestly  carrv  out  the  in- 
tention of  Parlffun^nt,  bQ^iMj^  procla- 
mation when  satisfied  that  tne^uantity  of 
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pig  iron  being  produced  in  AustraHa  was 
sufficient  to  supply  local  requirements. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Why  not  trust  the  Parlia- 
ment? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  prepared 
to  trust  the  Parliament ;  but  I  would  re- 
mind honorable  members  that  occasionally 
it  takes  a  long  time  to  secure  the  iiassing 
of  such  a  resolution.  Personally,  this  pro- 
vision is  nothing  to  me. 

yu.  Knox. — Hear,  hear;  no  one  sug- 
gests that  it  is. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  speak  as  1 
fed  in  regard  to  this  matter ;  and  I  recc^- 
nise  that  there  is  a  differ«K;e  of  opinion  on 
the  subject.  If  it  be  decided  that  these 
duties  shaJt  not  come  into  operation  ejaept 
upon  a  resolution  of  both  Houses  of  Par- 
Ham«it,  I  shall  have  to  submit  to  that  de- 
cision ;  bat  I  think  that  such  a  condition 
would  hamper  the  investment  of  money  in 
the  industry,  and  that  it  would  be  better 
to  adopt  the  Government  proposal.  We 
use  the  \vords  "sufficiently  established." 
The  question  of  how  best  to  express  our 
intentions  in  this  regard  has  always  been 
a  troublesome  one ;  even  when  the  right 
honorable  member  for  Adelaide  was  Min- 
hter  of  Trade  and  Customs  great  difficulty 
was  aperienced  in  determinin;;  what  would 
be  the  most  suitable  words  to  use  as  a 
direction  to  the  Minister.  On  one  occa- 
sion it  was  proposed  that  the  duties  should 
come  into  operation  when  it  was  shown  that 
sufficient  pig  iron  was  produced  to  supply 
Australian  requirements. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Such  a  provisiwi 
would  not  do,  because  whilst  we  might  be 
producing  a  small  quantity  of  pig  iron,  we 
mij^t  have  no  madunery  in  the  Common- 
wealth for  carr>'b^  on  the  rolling  and 
other  necessary  {»ocesses. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  we  grant  a 
bounty  the  production  of  pig  nan  will 
quickly  be  followed  bv  the  erectioo  of  the 
machinery  necessary  for  rolling  it  out  and 
turning  it  into  an  improved  marketable  com- 
modity. We  provide  for  a  duty  of  i2|  per 
cent,  on  pig  iron,  ingots,  blooms,  slabs,  and 
so  forth.  There  would  be  12^  per  cent, 
dutv  on  pig  iron  and  izj  per  cent,  on  pud- 
dled bars.  If  any  manufacturer  produced 
pig  iron  in  sufficient  quantities  he  would 
secure  that  amount.  If  he  successfully 
carried  out  the  process  of  converting  that 
pi<;  iron  into  puddled  bars  he  would  get 
another  12J  per  cent,  on  that  form  of  the 
iron. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — If  he  does  it. 

Mr.  TiLLEV  Browtj. — He  could  do  it. 


Sir  WIIXrAM  LYNE.— There  is  no 
doubt  he  could  do  it,  and  he  would  do  it. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — He  might  be  dcang  so 
well  on  the  production  of  pig  iron  that  he 
would  go  no  further. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Not  at  all.  He 
would  know  that  he  would  get  the  «ctra 
12J  per  cent,  on  the  iron  converted  into 
puddled  bars.  If  we  could  induce  any  person 
to  produce  a  sufficient  quantity  of  pie  iron 
to  meet  Australian  demands,  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  m  inducing  them  to  take  up 
the  processes  of  converting  the  pig  ircm  into 
the  other  forms  of  iron  upcm  which  they 
would  afterwards  be  able  to  obtain  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  duties  set  out  in  item  229. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — I  hope  the  honorable 
gentleman  is  not  too  sanguine. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  know 
whether  I  can  be  r^arded  as  a  sanguine 
man,  but  I  believe  in  Australia  and  in  de- 
veloping Australia. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — So  do  we. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— And  I  believe 
in  developing  first  of  all  the  production  of 
pig  irtm  in  Australia. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — The  question  is  whether 
the  manufacttn^rs  of  pig  iron  will  neces- 
sarily go  cm  from  that  to  the  other  pro- 
cesses. 

Sir'wiLLIAM  LYNE.— Of  course  they 
will,  if  they  are  assured  that  they  will  not 
be  swamped  by  the  American  Steel  Trust 
with  steel  and  iron  imported  from  Pitts- 
burg. Unless  we  can  give  them  that  as- 
surance they  certainly  will  not  proceed. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  import  returns,  as 
the  honorable  gentleman  is  aware,  show  that 
there  is  no  serious  cnnpetition  by  the 
American  Steel  Trust. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— There  is  serious 
competition  in  every  industry  of  iron  and 
steel  manufactures. 

Mr.  Fisher. — So  there  will  be  to  the 
end. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.- There  will  be 

until  we  put  a  stop  to  it. 

Mr.  Frazer. — What  has  this  to  do  with 
the  question  whether  the  proclamation  is 
to  be  issued  on  the  authority  of  the  Minis- 
ter or  of  Parliament  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  admit  that  I 
have  been  led  a  little  away  from  that 

Mr.  Fisher. — ^Think  of  Christmas. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do;  but  I 
wish  to  have  this  matter  dealt  with  in  a  way 
which  will  not  have  the  effert  of  del.Tving 
the  establishment  of  the  irpn  industrv.  1 
have  said  that  I  aiif^eji|y4ic^€l^@f  the 
Committee  in  the  matter.  ^ 
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Mr.  DuCALD  Thohson. — Ii  it  worth 
while  for  the  Minister  to  pTOvokt  a  ddiate 
on  the  subjea  when  ve  know  tliat  even  if 
we  passed  tie  proposal  here,  another  plftoe 
would  not  agree  to  it? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  know 
what  another  place  would  do,  and  I  do 
not  liiink  that  the  hmiorable  member  knows. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Another  place 
would  never  think  of  leaving  such  a  matter 
in  the  hands  of  a  Minister  in  this 
Chamber. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  would  not 
be  in  the  hands  of  a  Minister,  but  in  the 
bands  of  the  Executive.  I  am  in  the  hands 
of  the  Committee.  I  subrait  the  proposi- 
tion, and  I  hope  that  honorable  members 
will  deal  with  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  KNOX  <Kooyong)  [3.3].— I  wish 

to  move — 

That  after  the  word  "Commonwealth"  the 
foUowmg  words  be  added  ; — "  But  no  procla- 
mation to  issue,  except  in  pursuance  of  a  joint 
address  passed  on  the  motion  of  Ministers  by 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  stating  that  such 
manufacture  is  snfficioitly  established." 

May  I  at  once  say  that  in  moving  this 
amendment,  I  intend  no  reflection  upon 
the  present  or  any  future  Minister. 

Sir  WxLUAK  Lyme. — I  quite  understand 
that. 

Mr.  KNOX. — ^Let  me  further  say  that 
if  the  Minister  will  at  once  say  that  he  is 
prepared  to  leave  the  matter  to  Parliament 
I  shall  withdraw  the  amendment,  and  let 
him  propose  the  necessary  alteration,  as  I 
have  no  special  desire  to  be  personally 
associated  with  the  amendment  of  the  pro- 
posal. I  think  the  Minister  must  admit 
that  the  feeling  of  the  Committee  is  against 
so  great  a  change  as  he  proposes.  Honcw- 
able  members  are  nOC  at  all  likely  to 
'  agree  that  it  should  be  left  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Minister  to  say  when  the  in- 
dmtry  has  been  sofSckntly  establislied. 
That  would  be  an  enormous  power  to  place 
in  the  hands  of  any  Minister  or  Govern- 
ment. The  question  at  issue  »  certainly 
one  up(xi  which  honorable  members  should 
have  an  (^jportunity  of  expressing  an 
opinion. 

Mr.  DocALD  Thomson- — The  honorable 
OMinber  is  not  moving  his  amendment. 

Mr  KNOX.— I  have  movml  it. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  have  a  pritu' 
unemfanoit  to  move. 

Mr.  KNOX.— Then  I  am  prepared  to 
withhold  my  ameodmcTit  for  die  (present 
and  to  give  notice  of  my  intention  to  move 
it. 


Sir  WzLUAM  Lnffi. — I  might  ask  the 
honorable  member  for  North  Sydney  to 
give  me  notice  of  his  amendment 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomscw. — It  is  in  aooord* 
ance  with  the  Minister's  own  desire. 

Sir  WxLUAM  Lyme. — ^Then  I  shall  be 
sure  to  agree  to  it. 

Mr.  JOS  E  PH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[3.5]. — There  is  a  question  which  I  should 
like  to  raise  before  we  deal  with  any  amend- 
ment, though  I  should  like  to  say  that  I  am 
heartily  in  accord  with  that  su^ested  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Kooyong.  Lis- 
tening to  the  Minister  I  began  to  wonder 
whether  we  were  not  approadiing  a  similar 
conditicHi  of  things  to  diat  existing  at  the 
the  present  time  in  Portugal,  where  Parlia- 
ment  has  been  altogether  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Queensland  is  not  so  far 
away. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — It  was  not  the  Min- 
ister there,  but  the  Governor. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  cases  are 
very  different.  I  hope  the  Cocumttee  will 
not  agree  to  the  Minister's  proposal.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  distinct  step  towards 
persOTal  gox-emment,  which  I  hope  will 
never  be  adopted  in  Australia.  It  would  be 
a  sorry  day  for  the  demwracy  if  we  gave 
these  large  powers  affecting  the  vitals  of 
bur  form  of  government  into  the  hands  of 
any  ^^inistry  or  Cabinet  except  in  the  most 
lu-gent  circumstances. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— The  Minister  is  not 
really  serious. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  serious. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  should  not 
think  so.  When  I  first  looked  at  the  proposal 
I  wondered  if  it  had  been  submitted  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  the  revenue.  I  have 
not  heard  the  Minister  say  anything  about 
that  phase  of  the  question.  I  take  it  that 
if  the  Cabinet  did  arrive  at  the  conclusion 
that  any  ot  these  industries  were  sufficiently 
established  to  warrant  the  imposition  of 
the  duties,  it  would  be  thor  duty  to 
tffing  down  a  sdiedule  of  the  duties  in  the 
ordinary  way,  imposing  them  at  the  same 
time.  That  would  be  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  revenue.  I  do  not  think 
we  should  loose  our  hold  of  the  right  to 
consider  the  matter  de  novo  when  that 
time  arrives.  I  should  like  to  direct 
the  attention  of  the  Minister  to  two  or  three 
erf  tliese  items.  Paragraph  a  includes 
scrap  iron  and  steel  and  pig  iron.  Para- 
graph B  includes  ingots,  blooms,  slabs, 
filets,  puddled  bars  and  loops,  or  like 
crude  manufactures,  less(^fin|i$l)^t^  iron 
or  steel  bars,  btS9ifi«t^y^«>yfe£^l&an  pig 
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iron.  Then,  in  paragraph  c  we  have  bar, 
rod,  angle,  tee,  plain,  sheet  and  plate, 
wii^  and  hoc^. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyme. — ^Those  paragraphs 
have  been  passed. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  aware  of 
that,  but  the  itepi  is  not  through  yet.  I 
wish  to  ask  the  Minister  whether  these 
duties  are  to  be  cumulative. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  explained  that 
matter. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  point  out  that 
these  paragraphs  refer  to  forms  of  iron  in 
three  different  stages  of  manufacture,  each 
dutiable  at  12^  per  cent. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — The  duty  would  be 
charged  upon  them  in  the  condition  in 
which  they  arrived. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — They  would  arrive 
in  ail  these  three  conditions. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — One  piece  of  iron 
could  not  arrive  in  all  three  conditions. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  is  quite  right.  I  was  thinking  of 
the  bounties.  These  duties  cannot  be 
cumulative. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  said  that  they 
were  in  this  way.  If  a  man  produced  p'g 
iron  he  would  get  the  advantage  of  the 
duty  on  pig  iron,  and  if  he  afterwards 
erected  machinery  and  produced  iron  in  the 
second  form,  included  in  paragraph  b,  he 
would  get  the  advantage  of  the  two  duties. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  point  to 
which  I  have  referred  should  be  made 
clear,  and  I  believe  that  is  the  object  of  the 
amendment  to  be  proposed  by  the  honorable 
member  for  North  Sydney. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [3.10].— This 
is  not  a  matter  over  which  it  is  necessary 
to  indulge  in  heroics.  It  is  simply  a  ques- 
tion of  whether  Parliament  is  to  rule,  or 
be  ruled  by  Ministers.  . 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Parliament  aJways 
rules  the  Ministry. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Unfortunately,  if  .1 
Minister  makes  a  mistake,  Parliament  is 
exceedingly  generous  and  stands  bv  him. 
But  that  is  not  the  point.  This  idea  of 
the  Government  proceeding  by  proclama- 
tion, is  an  old  familiar  friend.  Every 
Government  and  everv  member  desires  to 
have  the  power  to  control  Parliament.  Per- 
haps there  is  not  a  monber  in  this  Cham- 
ber who  would  no;  do  so  if  he  were  given 
the  power — and  I  suppose  those  of  us  with 
the  least  ability  would  desire  it  most.  The 
Treasurer  said  that  if  Parliament  reserved 
this  power  to  itself,  speculators  or  busi- 
ness men  might  hesitate  to  put  their  money 


into  an  industry.  But  why  should  they  be 
afraid  of  Parliament?  What  Ministry 
would  hesitate  to  \x\ng  down  a  motion  if 
they  thought  that  an  industry  was  suffi- 
ciently established  for  the  duties  to  be  im- 
posed ? 

Mt.  W.  H.  Irvine. — A  good  many  of 
them  are  afraid  of  Parliament,  but  they 
ar^  more  afraid  of  the  Ministry. 

Mr.  FISHER.— No  Ministry  would  be 
afraid  to  ask  Parliament  to  impose  the 
duties  if  they  thought  the  industry  had  been 
established.  If  any  Ministry  were  afraid, 
it  would  be  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  ob- 
tain another  Ministry  that  would  not  be 
afraid.  I  do  not  impugn  the  motives  or 
integrity  of  Ministers.  One  of  the  worst 
features  of  our  democratic  form  of  govern- 
ment is  to  be  found  in  the  suggestions  that 
are  sometimes  made  against  the  probity 
of  Ministers.  That  is  a  bad  thing.  I 
do  not  think  that  that  accusation  can  be 
made  at  all.  There  is  no  reason  why  Min- 
isters should  have  cast  upon  them  such  a 
responsibility  as  is  proposed.  A  democra- 
tic Parliament  should  hesitate  to  hand  over 
any  of  its  powers  to  any  Minister  or  Min- 
istry. I  trust  the  Committee  will  in  no 
way  bind  itself  by  apreeing  to  a  {Kovision 
of  this  kind.  W|iy  should  we  bind  Par- 
liament for  the  two,  three,  four,  or  five 
years  of  which  the  Minister  sp^e?  It 
must  be  obvious'^to  the  Minister  that  his 
difficulty  in  that  direction  will  be  increased 
bv  the  length  of  time  which  mav  elapse 
before  the  procIamati<»i  is  brought  into 
operation.  There  is  no  reason  why  Parlia- 
ment should  not  retain  this  power,  even  if 
the  Minister's  arguments  were  sound,  be- 
cause this  Parliament  is  sitting,  and  ap- 
pears to  be  destined  to  sit,  for  at  least 
two-thirds  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— It  is  to  be  hoped 
not. 

Mr.  Livingston. — If  we  are  not  smart, 

the  year  will  not  be  Icmg  enough. 

Mr.  FISHER.— That  is  so,  and  I  pre- 
sume is  brought  about  largely  through  the 
lonuacitv  of  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Or  through  the  pro- 
posals which  the  honorable  member's  party 
are  constantly  forcintr  wi  the  Ministrv. 

Mr.  FISHER. — Any  proposals  that  aie 
submitted  from  this  side  are  for  the  b«)efit 
of  the  pe(^le.  The  party  that  hesitates 
to  bring  forward  proposals  to  benefit  the 
pe(^Ie  is  not  performing  the  duties  which 
it  was  sent  here  to  perform. 

Sir  WiLUAU  Lyne. — My  p^^cc^  axe 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  ct 
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Mr.  FISHER.— I  give  the  Mtnist^ 
every  credit  for  fighting  for  what  he  be- 
lieves in,  although  I  do  not  always  agree 
with  him.  He  still  peraists  in  fighting  for 
his  proposal  in  this  case,  although  he  knows 
the  sense  of  the  Committee  is  absolutely 
opposed  to  it.  This  is  the  third  proposal 
of  the  kind  that  I  have  opposed,  and  I 
hope  it  will  be  the  last  that  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  us. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North  Svd- 
ney)  [3-15]- — I  need  not  direct  myself  to 
ttie  questicHi  of  whether  the  Ministry  should 
have  the  power  by  proclamatifxi  to  impose 
the  duties  in  this  division.  I  think  the 
Treasurer  finds  that  the  sense  of  the  Ccm- 
mittee  is  against  him. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not  know  that. 
I  would  rather  the  Ccwnmittee  agreed  with 
me. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— We  can- 
not. A  similar  proposal  has  been  defeated 
jweviously.  I  am  as  sure  as  I  can  be  that 
even  if  we  passed  it  another  place  would 
not.  because  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs  will  always  be  in  this  Chamber, 
and,  while  he  may  be  able  to  feel  the  pulse 
of  this  Chamb»,  and  know  whether  he 
would  be  safe  in  issuing  a  proclamati<Hi,  the 
pulse  of  another  place  might  be  quite  dif- 
ferent. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— And  the  Minister 
IS  responsible  to  this  Chamber  only. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— That  is 
so.  I  am  sure  the  other  place  would  regard 
the  proposal  as  giving  undue  power  to  this 
Chamber,  and  refuse  to  accept  it.  The 
Treasurer  stated  that  if  the  Committee  yteee 
against  him,  he  would  ikA  push  his  pro- 
posal. If  he  has  ascertained  the  feeling  of 
the  Committee,  I  do  not  wish  to 
debate  the  matter  any  longer,  as  I 
desire  to  save  time.  But  1  wish  to 
have  an  amendment  made  prior  to  that 
pFcq>osed  by  the  honorable  member  ios 
Kooyong  in  order  to  make  it  clear  that 
what  the  Minister  said  was  his  intention 
will  be  the  law.    I  move — 

Tbat  sftei  the  word  "operation"  the  words 
"sod  any  dm  eiistmg  Mnnty  to  cease"  be 
inieTted. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  is  to  prevent 
the  concurrence  of  bounty  and  dutv  ? 
.  Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Yes :  it 
is  to  prerait  a  bounty  being  paid  after  the 
imposition  of  a  dutv. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [3.18].— If 
it  is  understood  that  the  Minister  intends  to 
accept  the  [woposal  that  Parliament  and  not 
lie  Minister  shall  fix  by  resolution  the  date 
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fiom  which  the  bountv  shall  cease  and  the 
duty  operate,  I  will  sit  dovm. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Then  sit  down. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [3.19].— 
[  do  not  propose  to  debate  the  general 
question  as  to  whether  Parliament  should 
or  should  not  have  a  say  regarding  a  mat- 
ter which  is  really  one  of  legislation,  be- 
cause I  gather  frcvn  the  Minister's  attitude 
that  he  proposes  to  accept  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  honort^e  member  for 
Koovong. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^Ves ;  I  am  gtnng  to 
accept  it.  I  am  not  going  to  keep  the 
talk  going  if  I  can  help  it. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— The  Treasurer 
cannot  complain  that  I  keep  the  talk  going, 
but  I  wish  to  ask  a  question  with  a  view  to 
clearing  up  another  matter  which  is  left 
in  a  little  uncertainty  in  this  provision.  It 
is  quite  possible,  under  its  language,  that 
we  may  have  a  proclamation  referring  to 
pig  inm,  or  to  ingots  and  blooms.  I  may 
be  wrong,  but,  as  I  understand  it,  the  ob- 
ject of  the  proclamation  is  to  indicate  tiiat 
the  Government  have  made  up  their  mind 
that  the  iron  and  steel  industry  has  ^  on 
to  a  sufficiently  firm  footing  to  do  without 
a  bounty,  and  to  do  with  a  duty. 

Mr.  DuGALD  THOMSOfJ. — In  regard  to 
any  particular  brarxrh  of  the  industry. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Is  it  intended  to 
apply  to  any  particular  branch? 

Sir  Wiluam.Lyne. — ^Yes. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Each  branch  wil! 
be  d^lt  with  separately  ? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — ^Yes. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— So  long  as  we  un- 
derstand, that  is  all  right. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— We  may  deal  with 
pig  iron  but  not  with  the  other  class  of  irmi. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  understand, 
then,  that  there  may  be  bounties  on  pig 
iron,  for  instance,  and  not  on  the  other 
classes  of  inm? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  ^vords 
"  the  manufacture  to  which  the  proclama- 
ti<Hi  refers"  show  that  a  bounty  is  in- 
tended <»i  the  particulu  manufacture. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[3.21]. — This  seems  a  rather  roundabout 
wav  of  proceeding  with  the  whole  matter. 
It  is  the  clear  intention  of  the  Committee, 
I  believe,  not  to  indulge  in  any  double 
banking  by  way  of  both  bounty  and  duty. 
If  we  dispose  of  the  Manufactures  Encour- 
agement Bill  in  some  way  or  other  soon,  we 
might  very  well  simplify  the  whole  .pro- 
cedure. For  instance,  if  we  pass  that  Bill^ 
wh^it  need  is  there  for  this  proviso? 


«842  Tari§  [REPRESENTATIVES.]       (/ron  and  Sted). 


Mr.  Fisher. — ^Theie  must  be  aooie  pn>- 
vision  for  protection  aft^  the  withdrawal 
of  tlie  bounty. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  bounty  does 
not  last  very  long. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  iCOOK.— Are  we  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  Bill  and  also  impose  protec- 
tive duties? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — There  will  be  no 
bounty  while  the  duties  are  imposed. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  think  this 
heading  oujjht  to  be  determined  in  the  light 
of  the  passing  or  otherwise  of  the  Manu- 
factures Encouragement  Bill.  Wh.it  I 
mean  is  that  if  we  are  detemiined  not  to 
give  both  bountv  and  duty,  and  the  Bill 
d<jes  not  pass,  this  division  may  be  elimi- 
nated straight  away. 

Sit  WiLUAM  LvNE. — If  the  Manufac- 
tures £na)uiagement  Bill  does  not  pass» 
then  I  shall  fall  back  on  Division  VIb. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— And  what  in 
the  meantime? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  propose  to  post- 
pone Division  Via.  until  the  end  of  the 
Tariif ;  and  then,  if  the  Manufactures  En- 
couragement Bill  does  not  pass,  I  shall  fall 
back  on  that  divisicm. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— The  honorable 
gentleman  will  also  have  to  fall  back  on 
Division  VIa. 

.  jit  WiLLiAU  Lvt<E. — I  shall  eliminate 

that  altogether. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Amendment  (by  Mr,  Knox)  agreed  to — 

That  after  the  word  "  Commonwealth"  the 
following  words  be  added — "But  no  proclama- 
tion to  issue  except  in  punuance  of  a  jo'ot 
address  passed  on  the  motion  of  Ministers  by 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  stating  that  saai 
(uaufacture  is  sufficiently  established." 

Heafling.  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [3.25]. — I  move — 

That  the  consideration  of  Division  ViB,  be 
postponed  until  the  remaining  items  have  been 
disposed  of. 

Division  VIb.  depends  upon  the  passing 
or  otherwise  of  the  Manufactures  Enoour- 
agement  Bill. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — That  Bill  cannot 
be  passed  before  Christmas. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Never  mind; 
I  propose  that  the  consideration  of  Divi- 
sion VIb.  shall  be  postponed.  If  Parlia- 
ment decides  against  the  Manufactures  En- 
couragement Bill,  then  Division  VIb.  will 
be  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Is  not  Division 
VIb.  intended  to  come  into  (^ration  as 
supplementary  to  Divi8i<m  VIa.  ? 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Na 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — It  says  to  in  the 

heading. 

Sir  WILLLAM  LYNE.— iliere  k  some 
mistake  aboot  the  beading.    The  object  is, 

if  the  Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill  is 
not  carried,  to  place  extra  duties  on  the 
items  in  Divisicui  VIa.,  and  then  to  place 
correspondingly  high  duties,  or  higher 
duties,  on  the  items  in  Division  VIb.  to 
protect  manufacturers,  who  have  to  pay 
duty  on  their  raw  material. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — I  understand  that. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LY\E.— That  is  the 
object;  and  there  will  be  no  necessity  fot 
Division  VIb.  if  the  Manufactures  En- 
couragement Bill  pa^es. 

W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [3.27].— 
I^t  me  state  my  difficulty.  As  I  understand 
the  matter,  the  Government  purpose,  first  of 
all,  to  foster  the  iron  industry  by  giving 
botmties  cki  certain  items  for  a  certain  time 
— let  us  suppose  for  three  years.  Then 
as  soon  as  the  bounty  peiiod  has  spired, 
I  understand  that  the  proposal  is,  by  pro- 
clamation, to  give  an  addlticmal  percentage 
of  protection  on  manufacttires  of  iron  and 
steel. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — That  is  not  in- 
tended at  all. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— That  is  exactly 
what  is  said  in  the  Tariff. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — ^The  heading  of 
the  division  is  net  properly  wcn-ded. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Supposing  the 
Manufactures  Encouragment  Bill  does  not 
pass,  then  I  understand  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  prepared,  as  I  think  we  shall 
all  be  prepared,  to  put  the  duties  in  Divi- 
sion vIa.  into  force  at  once. 

Sit  John  Forrest. — ^Would  we? 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— If  the  Manufac- 
tures Encourrtgement  Bill  does  not  pass,  I 
tmderstand  that  the  intention  is  in  some 
wav  to  give  protection  to  the  manufacture 
of  iron  in  Australia.  What  was  stated  most 
distinctly  by  the  Treasurer  was  that,  either 
by  bountv  or  duty,  we  are  igoinf;  to  pro- 
tect the  industrv. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — That  is  quite  true. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— And  with  that  I 
cordially  agree.  If  anythii^  were  to  hap- 
pen to  prevent  the  Mamifactuies  Encour- 
agement  Bill  becoming  Uw,  the  Govern- 
ment wuuld,  I  understand,  seek  to  impote 
the  duties  in  Division  VIa.  at  once. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  hcmorable 
member  is  quite  right.  . 

Sir  John  FoBSEST.—ThSlCteye  matter 
for  Parliament  to  decide. 
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Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— That  intention 
has  been  distinctly  stated  by  the  Tiea- 
sarer  more  than  once. 

Sir  William  Ltne. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVIXE.— And  the  Trea- 
surer declares  it  again  now.  If,  by  rea- 
son of  the  Manufadures  Encouragement 
Bill  not  passing,  the  duties  in  Divisioi 
VIa.  are  imposed  at  once,  will  it  not  also 
necessarily  follovv  that  we  must  impose  in- 
creased duties  under  Division,  VIb. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Ves, 

Mr.  Frazer. — There  is  a  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  that. 

.Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— That  may  be: 
but  at  present  I  am  merely  endeavouring 
to  ascertain  what  is  the  Government 
scheme,  with  which  we  may  or  may  not 
agree. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Does  the  honorable 
member  agree  witii  the  sdieme  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Whether  we 
agree  with  it  or  not,  we  may  clear  the  air 
by  finding  out  what  it  is.  If  the  Manu- 
factures Encouragement  Bill  does  not  pass, 
it  is  admitted  that  the  Government  scheme 
involves  the  imposition  at  CTX3e  of  the 
duties  in  both  Divisicm  VIa.  and  VIb. 

Sir  John  Forisst. — I  do  not  think  so. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— The  Treasurer 
has  just  said  that  it  is  so. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Yes. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— All  I  am  en- 
deavouring to  arrive  at  now  is  the  policy 
of  the  Government ;  whether  or  not  we 
agree  with  the  policy.  Then  I  think 
dtat  the  heading  is  accurate.  If  the 
Manufactures  Enoouragenient  Bill  does 
not  pass  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature, 
it  is  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  bring 
into  operation  both  Divisions  VIa.  and 
VIb.  of  the  Tariff.  But  if,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  measure  becomes  law,  in  that 
case  until  Division  VIa.  is  brought  into 
force  by  proclamation  VIb.  will  not  be 
operative.  The  bounty  will  be  operative. 
The  manufacturers  of  the  metals  specified 
in  VIb.  will  not  require  any  additional  pro- 
tecticHi  because  their  raw  materials  will  not 
be  taxed.  Therefore,  during  that  period, 
Divisi<m  VIb.  will  not  be  operative  any 
more  than  will  Division  VIa.  But  as  soon 
as  the  bounty  ceases,  and  Division  VIa.  is 
made  operative  by  proclamation,  Division 
VIb.  must  be  brought  into  force — just  as  if 
the  Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill  had 
not  been  passe*— in  order  to  protect  those 
manufacturers  of  metals  whose  raw  mate- 
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rials  will  be  rendered  more  expensive  by 
reason  of  the  operation  of  the  provisions 
of  Division  VIa. 

Mr.  Dugald  Thomson. — The  claim  of 
the  Treasurer  is  that  by  that  time  the  in- 
dustry will  have  been  so  established  that 
their  raw  materials  will  not  be  dearer. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — There  is  only  one 
point  upon  which  I  differ  from  the  honor- 
able member.  I  agree  with  him  in  every- 
thing that  he  has  said  excq)t  as  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  br  ingi  n  g  D  i  vision  VIb.  into 
operation  simply  because  Division  VIa.  be- 
comes operative. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— The  heading  to 
Division  VIb.  reads — 

To  come  into  operation  on  dates  to  be  fixed 
by  proclamation,  and  subject  to  the  duties  speci- 
fied to  Division  VI.  in  the  meantime.  Procla- 
mation to  issue- 
That  is  the  proclamation  brineing  Division 
VIb.  into  operation  under  which  the  present 
duties  upon  machinery  will  be  increased  by 
about  2|  or  3i  per  cent. — 

so  soon  as  the  duties  specified  in  Dnision  VIA. 
have  been  brought  into  operation. 

Can  anything  be  clearer  than  that?  As 
soon  as' we  bring  into  operation  the  duties 
under  Division  VIa.,  which  will  increase 
the  price  of  the  raw  material  to  the  manu- 
facturers of  machmery>  Divisicm  VIb.  also 
Ijecomes  operative. 

Mr.  FisHKR. — The  honorable  member's 
point  is  that  the  Government  have  not 
made  the  position  clear? 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  think  that  it 
is  clear,  but  the  Treasurer  now  affirms  that 
what  I  have  outlined  is  not  the  Government 
scheme  at  all. 

Mr.  Mathews. — I  understood  that  it  was 
their  scheme. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  should  like  to 
know  from  the  Treasurer  what  is  the  Go- 
vernment scheme. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
' surer)  [3-35]. — I  agree  with  ever\thing  that 
the  honorable  member  fnr  Flinders  has 
said  up  to  the  last  point  which  he  put. 
Let  us  assume  that  the  Manuf.ictures  En- 
couragement Bill  has  its  intended  tffert, 
and  that  upon  the  authority  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  a  proclamation  is 
issued,  bringing  Division  VIa.  into  opera- 
tion. By  that  time  we  shall  have  insured 
to  those  ' engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
metals  ;md  machinery  an  adequate  supply 
of  raw  materials.  That  being  so,  we  shall 
not  need  Division  VIb..  because  the  inten- 
tion of  that  division   is  to  protect  the 
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manufacturers,  whilst  their  raw  materials 
could  not  be  manufactured  locally. 

Mr.  Frazeb. — In  the  event  of  the  Manu- 
factures Encouragement  Bill  being  agreed 
to  by  Parliament,  and  of  Divisirai  VIa.  be- 
ing subsequently  brought  into  operation, 
the  Treasurer  will  not  put  into  force  the 
pro\-i$ions  of  Division  VIb. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.— I  am  not  going 
to  deal  with  that  division  at  all. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — When  is  it  to  come 
into  force? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.— Division  VIb. 
will  not  come  into  force  at  all  if  the  Manu- 
factures Encouragement  Bill  is  agreed  to 
by  Parliament,  and  if  that  measure  has 
the  effect  of  causing  the  production  of  all 
that  we  require  in  the  shape  of  pig  iron 
and  other  raw  materials  for  the  manufac- 
tures of  this  country.  The  object  of  in- 
serting that  division'  in  the  Tariff  was  to 
make  the  necessary  provision  in  the  event 
of  the  Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill 
being  rejei:te(I,  .ind  a  duty  being  imposed 
upon  pig  iron.  It  must  be  ot>vious  to 
honorable  members  that  the  oi>eiation  of 
such  a  duty  would  increase  the  price  of 
pig  iron  to  the  manufacturers  of  ma- 
chinery until  such  time  as  we  were  pro- 
ducing sufficient  pig  iron  to  supply  their 
requirements.  But  the  moment  that  we 
produce  sufficient  to  supply  their  needs  we 
shall  need  only  to  retain  the  duty  upwi 
their  raw  material, 

Mr,  W,  H.  Irvine.— Then  the  heading 
of  the  division  requires  alteration  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes.  The  mo- 
ment I  saw  it  in  print  I  told  the  Ccrap- 
troller-General  of  Customs  that  it  was 
wrong,  and  that  it  did  not  convey  my 
ideas  upon  this  matter  at  all.  If  the  Manu- 
factures Encouragement  Bill  is  defeated  we 
shall  lose  Division  VIb. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Division  VIb.  is  in 
force  now? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.~No. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Take  item  143  as  an 
iliustraticMi. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.~The  honorable 
member  will  find  that  item  143  is  embodied 
in  Division  VI.,  but  that  it  is  subjected  to  a 
lower  duty  than  is  proposed  under  item  143 
in  Division  VIb. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Only  5  per  cent, 
lower. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Under  Division 
VIb.  it  is  proposed  to  levy  increased  duties 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  manufac- 
turers who,  in  the  event  of  the  Manufactures 


Encouragement  Bill  being  rejected,  would 
be  called  upon  to  pay  an  increased  price  for 
their  raw  material  in  the  shape  of  ^ig  iron, 
bar  iron,  &c.  But  if  the  measure  in  ques- 
tion be  carried,  and  if  it  has  the  effect  <rf 
stimulating  the  production  of  pig  iron,  we 
shall  not  require  to  bring  DivisicHi  Vis.  into 
operation,  because  the  manufacturers  will 
obtain  their  raw  materials  at  a  normal 
price. 

Mr,  Mathews. — The  Treasurer  is  an- 
ticipating that  when  pig  iron  is  being  pro- 
diK^  here  in  sufficient  quantity  its  price 
will  not  be  increased  to  the  manufacturer  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— <2uite  so.  I 
feel  sure  that  it  will  not,  I  am  not  going 
to  proceed  with  Division  VIb.,  provided  that 
the  Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill  is 
agreed  to.  But  should  it  be  rejected  I  shall 
'endeavour  to  pass  that  division  into  law, 
because  its  provisions  will  be  required  in 
the  interests  of  the  manufacturers  of  metals 
and  machinery. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  Treasurer  will  then 
give  them  an  addtti<»ial  2^  per  cent,  protec- 
tion ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— From  2\  to  ii 
per  cent,  additicxial. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [3.39].— I 
think  that  the  whole  difficulty  in  ctwinexion 
with  this  division  is  the  result  of  the  un- 
satisfactory heading  which  has  been  adopted 
in  the  case  of  Division  VIb, 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — It  is  not  only  un- 
satisfactory, but  contradictory. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— If  I  understand  the 
position,  it  is  that  in  the  event  of  the  Manu- 
factures Encouragement  Bill  being  agreed 
to  by  Parliament,  and  running  its  term- 
Sir  William  Lyne. — It  may  not  have  to 
run  its  term. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— But  assuming  that  it 
runs  to  the  point  when  the  Minister  re- 
cc^nmends  Parliament  to  impose  the  duties 
provided  for  under  Division  VIa.,  he  will 
not  then  need  to  bring  Division  Vie.  into 
operation  at  all. 

Sir  Wiluau  Lyne. — That  is  so. 
Mr.  FRAZER.— In  the  event  of  the 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill  being 
passed  iu  a  form  satisfactory  to  the  Go- 
vernment, will  they  be  prepared  to  abandon 
Division  VIb.  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne.— I  am  only  holding 
it  in  abeyance. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— If  the  Manufactures 
Encouragement  Bill  is  passed,  will  the 
Minister  leave  oqt  Divfe&p^jKlBl?, 

Sir  WlLLIAM^EW^^^^S^^ 
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Mr.  KNOX  (Rooy(Kig)  [3.40]. — Divisicm 
VIb.  was  framed  in  relation  to  the  Tariff 
as  introduced,  and  is  misleading  at  the 
present  time. 

Sir  -William  Lyne. — I  admit  that  the 
heading  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  KNOX. — Will  the  Treasurer,  when 
the  time  rames,  accept  my  suggestim  in 
regard  to  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament 
as  to  that  divisitxi  also? 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne. — I  hare  accepted 
that. 

Mr.  KNOX. — I  agree  with  the  honor- 
able member  for  Flinders,  that  this  diW- 
sion  was  inserted  with  a  view  to  assisting 
those  connected  with  the  manufacture  of 
ircHi.  As  socn  as  Divisicm  VIa.  comes  into 
operati(m.  Division  VIb.,  unless  we  make  a 
different  arrangement,  will  automatically 
take  effect,  and  will  place  the  imp(»ler8 
and  users  of  inxi  in  a  very  difficult  posi- 
tion. However,  I  understand  from  the 
Minister  that  he  will  omit  Division  VIb.  if 
the  Manufactures  Encour^jement  Bill  is 
passed,  and  that  the  matter  will  come  up 
again  for  consideraticHi  at  the  «id  of  the 
Tariff  discussion. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Ves ;  if  the  Manu- 
factures Encouragement  Bill  is  not  passed. 

Motion  agreed  to :  division  postponed. 

Division  VII.    Oils,  Paints,  and  Varnisbei. 

Item  230.  Blacking ;  inclodiog  Dressings, 
Pastes,  and  Polishes  for  Leather ;  Fumituie 
Oils;  Pastes,  and  Polishes ;  and  Bronzing  and 
Metal  Liquids,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff)  40  per 
ccni.  (United  Kingdom)  35  per  cenl. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [3.43]  — Most 
of  the  dressings  included  in  this  item  are 
the  raw  materials  of  manufacturers.  Dres- 
«ngs,  pastes,  and  polishes  for  leather  are 
used  almost  entirely  by  boot  manufacturers 
in  preparing  their  gcxxls  for  the  market, 
while  broDzmg  and  metal  liquids^  which 
are  not  made  in  this  country,  being  sol- 
vents for  cffliverting  gold  and  bronze  pow- 
ders into  paint  for  decorative  purposes, 
are  used  mainly  by  decwators,  who  get  no 
protection  from  the  Tariff.  I  have  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  a  business  firm  which 
says — 

The  item  that  affects  us  very  seriously  is 
Division  VII.,  item  230.  which  reads — "Black- 
ing, iocluding  all  dressings,  paste  and  polishes 
for  leather,  40  per  cent."  We  may  mention  that 
we  introduced  a  scientific  preparation  for  belt- 
ing from  America  about  ten  years  ago,  and 
after  some  difficulty,  have  worked  up  a  moderate 
business.  The  value  of  the  importations,-  how- 
ever, amotmt'  to  £soo  a  year,  and  from  what 
we  can  learn,  they  come  under  the  heading 
already  mentioned,  although  there  is  another 
item  in  the  same  Division,  333 — cling  surface 
being  renlly  a  belt  grease — under  which  it  could 


Ige 

toms  I>epaitmentt  having  previously  paid  ao  per 
cent.,  it  is  eviSent  that  40  per  cent,  would  be 
claimed. 

I  understand  that  diere  is  no  locally  manu- 
factured preparati(xi  which  seriously  com- 
petes in  quality  with  this,  and  that  it  is 
very  popular  with  those  who  wish  to  re- 
duce wear  and  tear  by  friction  in  the  use 
of  machinery. 

Mr.  Tudor. — What  is  the  name  of  the 
preparation  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— "Cling  surface."  I 
have  here  several  illustrations  of  machinery 
on  which  slack  belting  instead  of  tight 
belting  is  being  used  because  the  belts  have 
been  treated  with  "cling  stufaoe." 

Mr.  Batchblor. — Why  it  the  prepara- 
tion not  made  here? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  —  Perhaps  it  is  a 
patented  preparaticm,  and  the  Australian 
market  is  too  small  to  allow  it  to  be  manu- 
factured locally  at  a  profit,  the  firm  which 
makes  it  having  the  world's  market.  I 
have  a  communication  from  another  firm 
in  regard  to  the  leather  preserving  boot 
polish. 

Mr.  Watson. — There  is  plenty  of  that 
made  here. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— A  number  of  boot 
polishes  are  made  locally;  but  I  wish  to 
refer  to  some  of  the  evidoice  given  aa  this 
subject  before  the  Tariff  Commisnwi. 
I  want  to  show  what  this  duty  really 
means  on  the  invoice  cost  of  these  goods. 
The  Home  cx>st  of  Durbar  leather  preserv- 
ing boot  polish,  under  the  present  Tajiff,  is 
j£i .  To  that  sura  there  have  to  be  added 
10  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  2s. ;  35  per  cent., 
duty,  7s.  8^d. ;  freight,  insurance,  Cus- 
toai%  clearance  charges,  which  equal  10  per 
cent.  <xi  the  Home  cost,  2S. ;  and  35  per 
cent,  duty  on  packing  cases,  equals  2\  per 
cent,  on  contents.  A  case  cmtaining  ;^io 
worth  of  goods  costs  15s.,  and  35  per  cent, 
on  15s.  is  5s.  3d,  behijg  equal  to  2^  per 
cent,  on  e£^  j^i  worth  of  goods  in  the 
case.  The  figures  may  be  set  out  in  this 
way — 

Home  cost     ...         ...         ...  o  o 

Duty  at  35  per  cent.    ...         ...      o   7  H 

Duty  on  case,  35  per  cent.      ...  006 

Customs  clearance,  freight,  and 
insurance,  &c.         ...         ...  020 

Total    ...    £1  10  ai 

equal  to  51^  per  cent,  on  the  Hcnne  cost 
of  goods. 

Mr.  Watson.— The  , p^tnff^nks  must 
be  included  in  tW 
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Mr.  JOHNSON.  ~  The  packing  cases 
are  practically  of  no  value  for  other  pur- 
poses ;  but  the  importers  have  to  charge  the 
duty  on  than,  and  add  that  to  the  cost  of 
the  article. 

Mr.  .  Watson.  —  The  packing  cases 
should  properly  be  included  in  the  landed 
cost  of  the  article. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  am  not  arguing 
whether  they  should  properly  or  improperly 
be  charged  to  the  cost ;  but  pointing  out 
what  the  total  cost,  with  these  clwrges 
added,  amounts  ta 

Mr.  Watson. — The  honorable  member 
must  not  overlook  the  value  of  tiie  local 
cases. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— There  is  no  duty  on 
the  cases  in  which  local  goods  are  packed. 

Mr.  Tudor. — There  is  a  doty  on  the 
timber. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— There  is  no  duty  on 
die  mannfactuied  case. 

Mr.  TiTDOE.  —  What  about  the  better 
wages  paid  here? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  do  not  think  that 
the  question  of  wages  enters  into  the  mat- 
ter at  all.  I  dare  say  that  on  comparison 
it  will  be  found  that  the  wages  paid  in 
America  would  be  at  least  as  high  as,  if 
not  hi^er,  than  those  paid  in  Australia. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Do  not  talk,  but  move 
a  reduction. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  intend  to  move  a 
reduction ;  but  I  hope  that  honorable  mem- 
bers will  allow  me  to  put  the  matter  in  my 
own  way.  Tiie  figures  I  have  quoted  have 
been  compiled  from  an  invoice  of  goods 
which  arrived  in  the  Star  of  Scotland,  and 
the  charges  are  equal  to  51J  per  cent,  on 
the  H<Moe  cost.  The  figures  show,  I 
think,  that  the  proposed  duty  is  very  much 
too  high.  I  find  that  before  the  Tariff 
Commission  Mr.  Belcher,  of  Adelaide, 
stated  that  he  had  been  in  business  for  only 
four  or  five  months^  and  was  doing  a  fair 
trade,  considering  tliat  he  had  just  starts]. 
He  wanted  the  duty  to  keep  imports  out 
of  the  market.  The  duty  asked  for,  be 
admitted,  was  high ;  but  he  would  ask  for 
a  higher  (me  if  he  thought  that  he  would 
gfst  it.  He  wanted  the  duty  because  he  de- 
sired to  get  a  higher  price.  Mr.  Sporaier, 
of  Melbourne,  complained  that  the  boot 
manufacturers  would  not  take  his  goods 
through  prejudice,  but  nevertheless  the 
American  price  had  fallen.  He  wanted  a 
duty  because  the  price  of  the  imported 
article  was  lower  than  his  price,  and  he  re- 
presented that  his  product  would  be  bright 
if  the  priceof  imported  polish  were  doubled. 


That  disposes  of  the  contention  of  'the 
Treasurer  that  on  several  occasions  the 
effect  of  a  duty  is  really  to  reduce  the 
price  of  the  local  article.  In  this  case  the 
manufacturers  of  the  local  artkJe  distinctly 
state  that  their  object  in  asking  for  the  duty 
is  to  shut  (Hit  the  importaticHis,  so  ^at  diev 
can  double  their  own  prices.  Mr.  Spooner 
said  that  he  did  a  large  trade  with  New 
Zealand  and  sold  f.o.b.  there  at  a 
lower  price  than  he  charged  buyers  in  the 
Commonwealth.  I  have  made  those  refer- 
ences to  the  evidence  to  show  the  purpose 
of  those  who  are  asking  for  the  duty,  and 
to  point  out  that,  on  their  own  admi&- 
sions,  they  are  doing  ver>*  well  indeed. 

Mr.  Watson. — In  free-trade  England 
they  quote  a  k>wer  price  fw  export.  It  is 
done  everywhere. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  dare  say  it  is.  I 
am  not  complaining  about  it  being  done. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  honor^le  member, 
of  course,  is  only  putting  the  case  for  the 
foreigner. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  resent  that  inter- 
jection as  wholly  unwarranted,  and  con- 
trary to  fact.  Importers  who  reside  amongst 
us  are  not  foreigners  any  more  than 
are  manufacturers  who  reside  here.  The 
same  thing  is  done  by  Mr.  McKay  with 
his  harvesters.  He  charges  the  foreigner 
far  less  for  his  machines  than  he  charges 
the  Australian  farmer.  It  is  done 
here,  the  same  as  it  is  done  else- 
where. In  almost  all  cases  the  local 
manufacturers  charge  the  consumers  ir» 
the  countries  to  which  they  export  their 
goods  less  than  they  charge  the  consumers 
in  this  country.  That  appears  to  be  a  gene- 
ral practice.  I  presume  that  when  they  do 
sell  their  goods  at  a  lower  price  to  outside 
persons  they  do  not  sell  them  at  a  loss,  but 
at  a  profit. 

Mr.  Watson. — Frequently  it  pays  them 
to  sell  for  export  without  getting  a  profit. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— That  is  so  in  excep- 
tional cases.  I  admit.  We  may,  however, 
take  it,  I  think,  that  where  any  local  manu- 
facturers are  trying  to  develop  an  export 
trade  they  are  doing  so  with  the  object  of 
securing  an  additional  profit. 

Mr.  Watson. — They  can  sell  their  ex- 
ported goods  without  getting  a  profit,  and 
yet  make  an  additional  profit  on  their  ag- 
gregate output. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— That  may  be  so  in 
some  cases ;  but  I  believe  that  it  is  not  the 
general  commercial  rule.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  export  of  boot  polu*«s.haB_itt;dned 
such  large  dimen£liSi&»i|y%^~$k^Vtioie 
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that  the  local  -  cnaoufacturers  are  selling 
them  at  a  loss  outside.  However,  I  do  not 
want  to  prolong  the  diacmuon  andaly ;  but 
to  sutHnit  an  amendmeiit 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hurae— Trea- 
surer) [3.57]. — Before  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Lang  submits  an  amendment,  I 
wish  to  mention  that  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  see  whether  it  is  not  pos- 
sible to  arrive  at  some  method  under  which 
the  duty  shall  not  be  charged  on  packages 
irhidi  are  not  worth  anything,  and  shall 
only  be  charged  on  packages  whidi  are  of 
*iOtae  commercial  value.  That  seems  to  roe 
to  be  a  fair  way  of  dealing  with  the 
matter. 

Mr.  Watsoh. — That  means  raising  the 
4ui  volffrtm  duty. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  seems  to  me 
(hat  whai  any  peiacm  imp(xts  rubbish 
round  a  paclci^  which  is  of  no  value, 
i:  is  not  fair  to  charge  a  duty  aa 
that  rubbish.  On  the  value  of  the  pack- 
age the  duty  should  be  paid.  Wooden 
packages  may  come  into  competition  with 
various  things ;  but  I  think  it  is  fair  to 
'Jo  as  I  have  indicated.  When  I  was  in 
control  of  the  Department  I  thought  it  was 
ridiculous  to  charge  duty  on  something 
whidi  was  of  no  value.  In  a  great  many 
cases  the  packages  are  of  no  value.  I 
have  thrown  out  that  suggestion  to  die 
Committee,  because  H  may  influence  the 
Itonorable  member  for  Lang  in  regard  to 
»c»nething  which  he  is  propo$ii>g  to  do. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [4.0].— The  hon- 
orable member  ioc  Lang,  as  usual,  wants 
the  duty  to  be  reduced.  I  want  the  duty 
to  be  so  fixed  that  importers  cannot  do  as 
they  have  been  doing. 

Mr.  Knox. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  do  not  suppose  that 
any  one  on  the  Opposition  side  will  say  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Koc^-cmg  is  as 
bigoted  a  protectionist  as  I  am,  and  when 
he  cheers  my  rematk  that  there  should  be 
a  fixed  duty  his  assent  ought  to  carry 
some  weight  with  it.  I  hope  that  the 
Government  will  agree  to  a  fixed  duty, 
which  can  easily  be  charged  on  tfie  weight 
of  the  contents  of  the  tin.  The  bulk  of 
these  importations— over  two-tWrds — come 
from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr,  JoHNSOH. — Sixty-five  per  cent 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  percentage  is  in- 
creasii^  every  year.  Smce  1904  the  im- 
pcnts  have  increased  over  50  per  cent  In 
three  yeara  tbdr  valtie  has  increased  from 
^41.180  ta  ;^63,86i,  with  the  result  that 
the  home  trade  has  fallen  oXt.  Of  course, 


the  ;^63,86i  would  represent  a  warehouse 
cost  of  no  less  than  ^80,000.  The 
foreigner  has  secured  seven-eighths  of  the 
trade.  Undoubtedly  the  Nugget  Polish- 
ing Company  Limited  are  the  largest  ex- 
porters of  this  class  of  material  from  the 
United  Kingdom  to  Australia.  I  hold  in 
my  hand  a  copy  of  their  wholesale  export 
price  lists.  The  wholesale  price  list  quotes 
waterfwoof  black  or  brown  polish  in 
sixpenny  tins  at  3s.  per  dozen.  That 
is  the  price  of  the  ordinary  small  tin  which 
is  well  known  to  honorable  members.  On 
the  back  of  this  list  I  find  the  conditions 
of  sale  to  the  retail  trade,    ft  says — 

Tbit  polish  and  the  outfib,  whether  b*«ght 
direct  fram  vmt  or  from  uiy  dcaltr,  are  told 
•a  Ibc  ciprcM  afreeBKBt — 

{a)  That  they  tball  not  be  retailed  at  less 
than  4}d.  for  6d.  tins;  jd.  for  6d. 
bottles;  9d.  for  is.  tins;  lod.  for  is. 
bonles;  IS.  3d.   for  i».  6d.  outfits; 
II.  6d.  for  ».  9d.  metal  outfits  and 
».  for  2t.  6d.  ontfitfl. 
{h)  That  the  polbh  Aall  not  be  pnt  Into 
or  sold  with  any  outfit  other  than  one 
supplied  hy  ns. 
[c)  That  our  ont&ts  are  resold  in  exactly  the 
same  condition  as  they  are  when  pur- 
chased from  us; 
and  shall  not  be  resold  except  subject  to  these 
conditions  as  a  term  of  the  sale,  which  eondi- 
tkmi  ifaaU  xemaift  attached  to  every  box  or 
packet  sold,  and  ahall  form  part  of  the  tcims 
upon  which  the  polish  and  outfits  are  resold. 

The  acceptance  of  the  goods  by  any  pur- 
chaser or  sub'purchaier  will  be  treated  as  an 
acknowledffment  that  they  arc  scdd  to  him  on 
these  conditioBs,  and  that  he  agrees  wifik  the 
vendor  to  him  (ai  agent  in  this  respect  for  us) 
to  observe  the  same. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber think  that  the  conditions  are  observed? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  conditions  are  ob- 
served throughout  the  United  Kingdcxn — 
that  is,  in  their  home  maricet. 

Mr.  DuoALD  Thcwson. — The  conditions 
are  .not  observed  in  Australia. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— That  is  what  I  complain 
of  and  I  propose  to  deal  with.  In  the  case 
of  the  small  tins  the  wholesale  rates  to  the 
retail  trade  at  Home  are  368. ,  gross,  and 
28s.  lod.  net.  For  the  export  trade  the 
rates  are  30s.  gross,  and  27s.  net.  The 
company  are  prepared  to  sell  at  25  per 
cent,  less  for  export  to  the  trade  than  for 
h<nne  cwisumption. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— The  difference 
between  the  export  and  Home  prices  is 
not  25  per  cent.,  but  is.  lod.  per  gross. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Nuggetrpaste.«isp!d  at 
a  cheaper  rate  ffita'^g^rt-^IK^^  home 
consimiption.      In  Australia    it   can  be 
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lx)ught  retail  at  one-half  of  the  price  which 
is  (^rged  in  Great  Britain.  At  the  top  of 
the  document  it  is  stated — 

The  export  discount  from  the  list  prices  of  our 
goods  is  35  per  cent,  from  the  prices  of  the 
{■olisbes  and  creams,  and  15  per  cent,  from  the 
brushes  and  pads.  For  convenience,  and  to 
render  invoices  easier  to  check,  please  note  that 
nil  goods  are  invoiced  to  export  houses  at  the 
lowest  net  prices,  as  below,  for  cash,  within 
seven  days  of  despatch  of  goods. 

I  have  here  a  letter  from  one  of  the  largest 
importers  in  Melbourne  sent  to  a  firm  of 
polish  manufacturers,  Messrs.  Alfred 
Spooner  and  Co.,  Limited.  The  letter 
says — 
Dear  Sirs, 

Concerning  the  prices  sold  to  the  retailers  for 
Nugget  Polish  three  years  ago  and  the  present 
day,  we  beg  to  make  Uic  following  report,  which 
the  writer  has  investigated.  Three  years  ago  it 
was  4$.  per  dozen,  and  then  it  came  down  to 
3s  9d.,  and  3s.  6d.,  and  retailed  at  6d.  per  tin. 
The  lowest  wholesale  price  to-day  is  37s.  6d.,  01 
38s.  6d.,  less  3j  percent,  for  parcels,  and  the  re- 
tail  price  at  the  present  time  in  the  boot  shops  is 
3id.  and  3d.,  and  in  some  of  the  up  country 
towns  the  Hne  is  retailed  at  3d.  per  lin. 

The  retailers  in  Great  Britain  are  com- 
pelled to  sell  at  4}d.  per  tin.  Here,  to  en- 
able the  market  to  be  swamped,  they  sell 
at  as  low  as  sd.  per  tin.  When  the  im- 
porters attain  their  object,  they  will  no 
doubt  do  what  they  did  before  we  had  the 
local  ccMnpetiticm.  They  used  to  sell  at 
9d.  and  is.  per  bottle,  but  when  the  local 
men  began  to  compete  the  price  was  reduced 
to  6d.  The  importers  are  naturally  anxious 
to  capture  the  market.  If  they  succeed, 
the  price  will  undoubtedly  go  up.  I  have 
here  dozens  of  letters  obtained  from  re- 
tailers in  Melbourne  to  show  the  price  of 
the  article  in  former  years  and  at  present. 

Mr.  Johnson. — What  particular  article? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  allude  to  Nugget  Boot 
Polish,  which  represents  more  than  50  per 
cent,  of  the  imports  in  this  lirK.  I  will 
guarantee  that  for  every  tin  of  any  other 
imported  stuff  which  the  hwiorable  mem- 
ber can  find  in  the  shops  in  any  of  our 
leading  streets,  he  will  find  a  dozen  tins 
of  Nuggef.  I  am  very  glad  that  there 
has  been  no  detraction  of  the  Australian 
article  in  the  matter  of  quality,  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  I  point  out  that  I  am  not 
saying  a  word  against  the  quality  of  the 
imported  stuff.  What  I  maintain  is,  that 
the  Australian  polish  is  as  good  as  anv. 
and  that  the  local  makers  can  turn  out  all 
the  goods  we  require. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Have  they  the  capa- 
city to  supply  the  whole  Australian  mar- 
ket? 


Mr.  TUDOR.— There  is  no  doubt  at  all 
about  that.  I  have  not  spoken  more  than 
three  or  four  times  upon  this  Tariff,  but 
when  I  find  that  this  English  firm  is  pre- 
pared to  sell  at  25  per  cent,  less  for  export* 
so  as  to  capture  our  market,  I  think  I  ajn 
justified  in  bringing  the  facts  prominently 
under  the  notice  of  the  Committee.  On 
fcrnner  occasions  when  I  have  spokoi  I  have 
been  fairly  successful,  and  I  h^  that  I 
shall  do  the  same  on  the  present  occasion. 
I  intend  to  prove  up  to  the  hilt  that  the 
price  of  polish  has  been  enormously 
cheap«ied  in  craisequence  of  the  local  com- 
petitiwi.  I  have  before  me  a.  certificate 
from  a  business  man  whose  premises  are 
right  opposite  the  place  where  the  fire  oc- 
curred on  Saturday  evening — Coutie,  of 
217  Elizabeth-street     He  writes — 

This  is  to  certify  that  in  1905  I  purchased 
Nugget  Cream  at  385.  6d.  per  gross,  and  in  1906 
at  33s.  per  gross. 

He  could  not  have  bought  it  at  that  price  in 
Great  Britain;  yet  the  price  quoted  in  this 
certificate  was  duty  paid  at  the  rate  of  20 
per  cent.,  and  all  charges  paid. 

Mr.  TiLLEV  Brown.^ — The  honorable 
member's  proposal  is  to  impose  a  duty  of 
40  per  cent.  I  understand. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  trust  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  agree  to  a  fixed  duty,  so  that  it 
will  operate  fairly,  whether  the  stuff  is  im- 
ported in  ounce,  2-oz.,  or  4-oz.  tins,  or  in 
bulk.  Another  document  before  me  shows 
that  in  1 907  Nugget  Polish  was  sold  in  one 
shop  at  3|d.  per  tin,  and  for  2}d.  at 
Harris's,  Elizabeth-street  The  same  stuff 
cannot  be  purchased  in  Great  Britain  for 
less  than  double  those  amounts.  Only  last 
week,  in  my  own  electorate,  tins  were  pur- 
chased at  the  rate  of  two  for  6d. — that  is, 
33  per  cent,  less  than  the  price  for  which 
the  same  goods  can  be  boueht  in  Great 
Britain.  Surelv  we  have  a  right  to  protect 
our  own  manufacturers  against  cwnpetition 
like  that. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Who  gets  the  benefit  of 
the  cheapness? 

Mr.  TUDOR.  — The  pant  is,  that 
directly  the  local  manufacturers  are  shut 
out,  up  will  go  the  price, 

Mr.  Johnson. — That  is  "  a  chestnut." 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  will  guarantee  that 
Nugget  Polish  does  not  sell  in  London  for 
as  low  a  price  as  that  which  I  have  quoted 
as  the  price  at  whidi  it  has  been  sold 
in  Melbourne  and  in  country  towns. 
It  has  to  be  remembered  that  Ae  local 
manufacturer  is  ribW  joying  incr^es  prices 
for  such  of  his  raw  materials  as  are  not 
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produced  in  Australia.  Under  the  new 
TariflF,  he  has  to  pay  2s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  his 
«gg  albumen,  whereas  under  the  old  Tariff 
tht  article  was  free.  Why  did  not  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Lang  object  to  a  duty 
OP  eggs? 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  did. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  honorable  member 
vas  not  game  enough  to  move  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  am  game  to  move  an 
amendment  cm  any  item  in  this  TariH,  if  I 
can  get  any  one  to  support  me.  The  Trea- 
surer knows  that  very  well. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Besides,  why  should 
not  our  fowls  be  protected  against  the 
pauper  fowls  of  China? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  price  of  caseine  has 
also  gone  up.  It  was  formerly  free,  and 
now  pays  2d.  and  ijd.  per  lb.  The  duty 
on  wax  is  now  id.,  whereas  formerly  it  was 
Jd.  Polish  pads  now  pay  30  per  cent., 
against  15  per  cent,  under  the  old  Tariff. 
Nickel  caps  now  pay  30  per  cent.,  as  com- 
pared with  1 5  per  cent,  imder  the  old  Tariff. 
Those  caps,  which  are  placed  on  the  tops 
of  the  bottles,  are  not  manufactured  here. 
Xi(^l  zinc  pays  15  per  cent  under  the  new 
I'ariff,  whereas  umfer  the  old  one  it  was 
free.  Acetic  add,  which  is  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  these  goods,  now  pays 
3s.  pd.  per  gallc»i,  as  against  2s.  6d.  per 
gallon  under  the  old  Tariff. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Surely  these  increased 
duties  will  cheapen  the  prices  of  the  articles 
mentioned  ? 

Mr.  TUDDR.— If  they  were  made  here 
the  inoetsed  dutiei  would  dieapen  prices, 
but  revenue  duties  will  not  As  we  are 
not  produdng  nickel  in  Australia,  the 

article  I  have  just  mentioned  will  be  dearer 
on  account  of  the  duty. 

Mr.  Johnson. — So  that  a  duty  at  one 
and  the  same  time  reduces  and  increases 
prices? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— If  an  article  is  manu- 
factured in  Australia,  prices  will  Le  re- 
duced as  the  result  of  a  duty;  but  until 
the  article  is  manufactured  here,  a  duty  will 
have  the  effect  of  increasing  the  price. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Yet,  in  his  evidence,  Mr. 
Spooner  said  that  he  wanted  a  duty  so  as 
to  increase  prices. 

Mr,  TUDOR.— I  do  not  think  diat 
inices  will  be  increased ;  but  the  real  point 
is  that  we  do  not  want  to  see  men  driven 
out  of  business  tnr  Uie  unscrupulous  tactics 
of  importers. 


Mr.  Hedges. — Melbourne  peof^e  are 
doing  the  same  sort  of  thing  over  in 
Western  Australia.  They  are  dumping 
their  goods  there  with  tiie  object  of  shut- 
ting up  Western  Australian  manufac< 
turers. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Are  they  selling  much 
cheaper  in  Western  Australia  than  they 
are  selling  ii>  Melbourne? 

Mr.  Hedges. — They  are,  and  will  do 
so  until  they  shut  up  the  local  factories. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  conditions  of  manu- 
facture are  similar  in  both  States,  so  that 
there  is  no  reason  why  the  local  manufac- 
tures should  be  shut  up.  I  trust  that 
the  Go%iernm«it  will,  in  view  of  the  facts 
which  I  have  submitted,  agree  to  fix  a 
high  rate  of  duty  wi  this  particular 
article.  I  have  figures  before  me  which 
show  how  the  trade  of  one  of  our  manu- 
facturers has  gone  down  consequent  upon 
the  dumping  of  goods  from  abroad. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Why  did  he  not  give 
evidence  to  that  effect  before  the  Tariff 
Commissicm  ? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— He  did.  I  am  referring 
to  Mr.  Spooner.  The  h(xiorable  member 
has  quoted  some  of  Mr.  Spooler's  evi- 
dence, carefully  selected.  I  am  not  going 
to  say  that  the  hcHiorable  member  selected 
it  himself,  because  I  understand  that  he 
has  not  had  the  time  to  go  through  the 
evidence  and  pick  out  what  he  wanted.  It 
has  been  picked  out  for  him  by  interested 
parties. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  have  read  the  evi- 
dence myself. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  honorable  member 
may  have  read  it,  but  he  has  had  pieces 
selected  for  him  by  interested  parties. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  honorable  member 
b  entirely  mistaken. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  honorable  member 
need  not  tell  me  that.  What  has  occurred 
oa  the  present  ooca&ion  was  precisely  the 
same  sort  of  thing  as  we  had  when  the 
last  Tariff  was  befwe  us;  and  probably 
the  selection  was  made  by  the  same  person. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Does  the  honorable 
member  think  so? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  do. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Then  he  is  entirely 
wr(Mig. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  will  take  the  honor- 
able member's  word  for  it.  At  any  rate, 
the  trade  of  this  man's  firm  has  decreased, 
as  he  is  willing  to  prove  frwn  his  own 
books.  They  show  that  from  May,  1903, 
to  April,  1 904,  his  total  trade  wLs 
£10,61^.     But  it  decreased  to  ;^5,i3X 
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fr(»n  May,  1906,  to  April,  1907.  Those 
figures  show  a  decrease  of  50  per  cent. 
While  that  trade  was  being  diminished, 
the  trade  of  the  importers  was  growing. 
I  believe  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Kooying,  who  is  familiar  with  the  facts, 
is  prepared  to  support  me  in  this  matter. 
He  has  gone  into  the  case  for  himself, 
and  honorable  members  know  that  he 
would  not  support  a  duty  unless  he  be- 
lieved that  it  was  equitable. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [4.18].— The 
burden  of  the  argument  of  the  ho.'wrable 
member  for  Yarra  especially  affected  boot 
polish.  He  has  been  trying  to  show  the 
Committee  how  a  duty  acts  in  two  dia- 
metrically opposite  ways.  The  effect  of 
a  duty  on  boot  polish  will  be,  he  says, 
to  cheapen  prices,  while  the  effect  of  a 
duty  on  the  things  which  enter  into  the 
manufacture  of  boot  polish  is  to  increase 
prices.  So  that  we  have  t^-o  antithetical 
objects  attained  by  a  duty — it  raises  prices 
and  it  reduces  prices.  Surely  the  honor- 
able member  does  not  ask  the  Committee 
to  believe  that  the  effect  of  duties  on 
articles  which  are  manufactured  here  will 
be  to  reduce  the  prices  of  those  articles,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  in  their  own  evidence 
the  manufacturers  point  out  that  <»»e  of 
the  objects  they  have  in  view  in  asking  for 
a  duty  is  to  increase  prices  because  the 
prices  against  which  they  have  to  compete 
are  so  low?  The  honorable  member 
urges  that  the  effect  of  a  duty  will  be  to 
lower  prices,  whilst  at  the  same  time  he 
emphasizes  the  fact  that  the  effect  of 
duties  upon  the  raw  material  from  which 
boot  polish  is  made  has  been  to  increase 
them.  The  honorable  member  asks  us  to 
believe  that  a  duty  will  at  one  and  the  same 
time  reduce  and  increase  prices.  It  was 
my  intention  to  move  that  the  duties  be  re- 
duced to  so  per  cent,  and  15  P«  cent.,  but 
in  view  of  the  statement  made  bv  tfie  Trea- 
surer that  he  proposes  to  make  some  aflow- 
anoe  in  the  matter  of  cases,  which  have 
practically  no  ctxnmercial  value,  T  intend 
at  a  later  stage  to  move  that  the  duties  be 
reduced  to  25  per  cent,  and  20  per  cent. 
Thev  would  thus  be  broucht  down  to  the 
level  of  the  old  duties.  Before  doing  so, 
however,  I  intend  to  ask  the  Committee  to 
eliminate  the  words  "broneinpr  and  metal 
liquids."  These  solvents,  which  are  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  bronres  for  paintintr 
""■^"^Tses,  are  not  manufactured  here.  T 

tbe  words  "and  broDnng  and  metal 
be  left  OHt. 


Mr.  KXOX  (Kooyong)  [4.22].— The- 
honorable  member  tor  Yarra  has  made  a. 
thorough  explanation  of  the  position  of  the- 
local  manufacturers,  and  I  am  disposed  to 
think  from  the  facts  that  he  has  submitted 
to  the  Committee  that  my  brief  is  very 
similar  to  that  which  he  Holds.  I  am 
satisfied  that  a  factory  at  Richmond  is- 
practically^  idle  as  the  result  of  imported 
brands  being  sold,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
stroying the  local  industry,  at  prices  con- 
siderably below  those  at  which  thev  are 
offered  in  England.  I  wish  to  emphasirer 
the  point  made  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Yarra  that  the  importation  of  materials- 
of  this  kind  into  Victoria  considerably  in- 
creased under  what,  as  cwnpared  with  the- 
State  Tariff  was  the  low  duty  embodied 
in  the  first  Federal  Tariff.  In  1901  the 
imports  into  this  State  were  of  the  value  of 
.£5-'  55 ;  ^904  they  had  increased  in  value 
to  ;£'2.34».  in  1905  to  j^iSi24*,  and  in 
1906  to  j^^i9,698.  I  would  also  remincf 
the  Minister  that  the  question  of  casings- 
is  an  important  consideration  in  determinin;r 
what  is  a  fair  dutv  to  impose.  Bladkings 
and  polishes  of  excellent  quality  are  being: 
made  here,  and  the  industry  would  fkHirish 
but  for  the  efforts  of  those  who  are  adopt- 
ing the  tactics  to  which  I  have  teferred.  T 
am  satisfied  that,  in  the  spedal  circum- 
stances, even  what  might  be  regarded  as  an 
extravagant  ad  valortm  duty  would  not 
meet  the  case. 

Sir  WiLuau  Lyme.— What  fixed  duties 
does  the  hrmorable  member  recommend  ? 

Mr.  KNOX.~I  understand  that  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Yarra  intends  to  move 
duties  representing  practicallv  half  the 
rates  whidi  manufacturers  requested  when 
bef<»e  Ihe  Tariff  Comnussicn.  In  ochiw- 
quence,  I  believe,  of  the  representations 
made  by  the  honwabie  member  for  Yarra 
and  myself,  the  trade,  with  a  desire  to 
secure  fixed  duties,  have  agreed  that  the 
duty  on  blacking.  &c.,  in  bottles,  tins,  or 
in  any  other  form  containing  under  1  ox, 
should  be  rs:  per  dozen ;  on  i  oz. 
and  under  2  oz.,.is.  6d.  a  dozen;  on  2  oz. 
and  under  6  oz.,  2s.  6d.  per  Jozen ;  and  on- 
6  oz.  and  over  or  in  bulk,  6s,  per  galj<»i. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Those  proposals  do- 
not  provide  for  a  preference. 

Mr.  KNOX. — The  Question  of  preference 
has  not  been  considered.  The  whole  of 
the  manufacturers  have  signed  a  petition 
urging  that  the  duties  I  have  mentioned  be 
imposed.  They  haw  cut/^QV|i.iH^  re- 
quest to  the  \-erv  ■^S^eSfyife^ygi&tiWe 
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with  their  being  able  to  keep  their  works 
going.  Like  the  honorable  member  for 
Varra,  1  know  that  the  factory  in 
Kiehmond  was  started  with  sufficient  capi- 
tal by  capable  men  who  knew  their  business, 
but  Uiey  have  been  unable  to  cope  with  the 
competition  I  have  mentioned.  It  is  with 
a  knowledge  of  the  dona  fides  of  the  repre- 
sentations that  have  been  made  that  I  urge 
xhat  a  fixed  duty  would  be  preferable  to  the 
higher  ad  valorem  duty  which  the  manu- 
facturers originally  hoped  to  secure.  I 
shall  theref(»e  support  the  amendment 
which  I  understand  the  honorable  member 
for  Yarra  intends  to  submit. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN  (Indi)  [4.27I.— 
I  intend  to  supptm  the  Feduction  of  the 
duty-  to  25  per  cent,  on  the  ground  first  of 
all  that  such  a  duty  plus  freightage  and 
otherdtarges  oi^ht  to  be  and  is  s\%cient  pro- 
tection for  the  IoceU  manufacturers.  I  have 
some  knowledge  of  the  business  done  in  one 
of  the  impCHted  boot  polishes  now  on  the 
market.  I  refer  to  what  is  known  as  "  2 
in  I."  It  is  used  so  largely  in  Australia 
that  something  like  ;^2,ooo*was  last  year 
paid  by  the  importers  by  way  of  duty.  I 
requested  the  parties  concerned  to  furnish 
me  with  some  informatiwi  on  the  subject, 
and  since  the  Committee  has  decided  that 
duties  riwuld  be  imposed  to  encourage  com- 
petition, as  well  as  to  enable  local  manu- 
facturers to  compete  with  the  importers, 
I  think  that  I  coold  not  do  better  than 
<]uote,  first  of  all,  their  statement  on  that 
phase  of  the  question — 

'*  2  in  I "  shoe  polisli  does  oot,  as  has  been 
represealed  br  AtutraUsiui  maoufsctuzen, 
compete  tinfairly  with  these  friends,  inosmiich 
as  it  has  not  been  sold  to  dtstributoia  at  a 
less  fi^re  than  4s.  6d.  pei  dosen ;  ia  fact,  the 
roajonly  of  the  sales  up  to  the  present  have 
been  made  at  4s.  9d.  per  dozen,  while  local 
maaafacturers  have  in  the  past  been  content 
with,  and  worked  successfully  on,  priees  rang- 
ing from  as.  3d.  per  dozen  to  4s.  per  dozen. 

Local  manufacturers  have  placed  on  the 
market  a  polish  or  blacking  packed  in  a 
tin  that  is  almost  identical  with  the  "  2  in 
I  "  tin.  Those  imitatitns  are  sold  at  from 
3S.  6d.  to  4S.  per  dozen. 

Mr.  Cbouch. — Imitations?  They  are 
originals. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN.— They  are 
originals  so  far  as  their  cpntents  are  con* 
cemed. 

Mr.  Batcheix>s. — But  the  tins  are  an 
imitation  only  in  the  matter  of  colmir. 
Both  tins  are  painted  led,  and  that  surely 
is  a  aoauncm  ccdour. 


Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN.— I  shall  not 
dispute  that  point.    The  letter  continues— 

It  is  act  a  matter  of  ptice  that  has  success- 
fully introiiuced  "a  in  i*'  shoe  polish  into  this 
mailEet,  but  that  of  extreme  and  hitherto  un- 
known quality.  However,  having  been  placed  on 
the  market  and  sold  to  the  public  as  a  6d.  line, 
it  is  necessary .  to  continue  at  this  figure  to  re- 
ceive the  support  which  has  been  accorded  the 
line  in  the  past. 

We  have  been  discussing  the  policy  of 
granting  protection  to  the  manufacturer, 
the  worker,  and  the  consumer,  and  on  that 
phase  of  the  question  I  wirii  to  quote  the 
incontrovertible  statement  of  responsible 
men  whom  I  have  known  in  connexion  with 
my  business  for  the  last  twenty-five  years. 
After  pointing  out  that  it  is  necessary  to 
continue  to  sell  this  polish  as  a  6d.  line, 
in  order  to  secure  a  ocxitinuation  of  the 
support  that  it  has  received,  my  correspon- 
dents write — 

_  In  face  of  the  new  doty,  this  ts  hardly  pos- 
aible,  as  it  will  enhance  the  distributing  price 
to  such  an  extent  that  the  retailing  of  it  will 
not  show  the  gioctr  or  boot-deater  a  fair  work- 
ing margin,  and  they  will  naturally  heritate  io 
laying  in  stocks  of  an  unprofitable  line  to  the 
detmnent  of  both  ourselves  and  the  Australasian 
public.  Our  only  way  out  of  the  difficulty— 
if  the  unfair  dutv  it  continued— will  be  to  pack 
the  line  in  a  smaller  can,  thus  giving  the  public 
a  lesser  quantity  for  the  same  mimey,  and  mak- 
ing the  public  llM  real  auffcrer.  This  we  hcsi- 
Ute  to  do,  but,  as  before  mentiaaed,  it  is  the 
only  course  left  opca. 

The  company  that  has  placed  this  polish  on 
the  market  has  been  doing  a  large  busi- 
ness, since  it  has  paid  duty  amounting  to 
j^;2,ooo  out  of  a  total  of  £i2,gm  collected 
in  respect  of  this  item.  I  repeat  that  a 
duty  of  25  per  cent.,  plus  freightage  and 
wharfage  charges,  should  be  sufficient  to 
protect  the  local  manufacturer. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [4.32].— 
The  protectionist  members  of  the  Tariff 
Ccraumssion  recommended  a  duty  of  35  per 
cent,  on  polishes  and  bladting' because  of 
the  fierce  and  intense  competition  to  which 
the  local  'manufacturers  have  been  sub- 
jected, and  also  because  of  the  suspected 
low  invoice  valuations,  the  prejudice  that 
exists  against  the  local  article,  and  the 
cutting  rates  in  which  the  importers  in- 
dulge. This  item  does  not  relate  to  a 
solely  Victorian  industry ;  a  start  has  been 
made  in  South  Australia.  A  South  Aus- 
tralian manufacturer  c(»nplained  very  bit- 
terly of  the  insufficiency  of  the  duty  on 
these  goods,  and  asked  for  a  duty  of  50  per 
cent.,  which  he  said — 

would  tend  to  keep  competing  lines  '^tji^  of  the 
market,  and  would  greatly  develop^  trade. 
The  suggested  duty  would,  the  witness  thought. 
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lead  to  the  establishment  of  similar  industries 
in  the  other  States,  while  uoi  involving  any 

increase  in  the  price  to  the  public  

He  knew  of  certain  lines  of  polish  manufac- 
tured in  Adelaide  being  labelled  and  sold  aa 
"  American  goods.'* 

That  is  an  evidence  of  the  prejudice 
against  which  local  manufacturers  have  to 
compete.  The  protectionist  secticMi  of  the 
Tariff  Commission  also  reported  that — 

A  Victorian  manufacturer  of  boot  and  leather 
dressings,  whose  business  was  established  under 
the  Tariff  of  that  SUA  and  profitably  conducted 
up  to  1903-4,  complained  of  the  impossibility  of 
competing  against  imported  Ihies.  He  was  re* 
cently  informed  of  a  large  sale  of  imported 
boot  ]X)li5h  at  ras.  per  gross,  a  price  actually 
less  than  the  cost  of  the  bottles,  caps,  and  cork 
linings  in  which  his  polish  was  sold. 

There  is  sworn  evidence  as.  to  cutting  rates 
and  fierce  competiticm,  and  there  is  a  re- 
quest for  high  duties.  We  suggested  a 
duty  of  35  per  cent,  because  we  had  not 
the  data  on  which  to  decide  fixed  rates  of 
duty.  I  understand  that  a  proposal  has 
been  made  to  substitute  fixed  rates  for  ad 
valorem  duties.  If  the  Minister  is  satis- 
fied that  the  fixed  rates  suggested  are  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  a  35  per  cent,  duty, 
I  shall  have  great  pleasure  in  voting  fcH- 
them. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [4.36].— 
This  is  another  case  in  which  we  have 
arguments  sulwnitted  merely  from  the'^ic- 
torian  point  of  view.  We  have  had  the 
honorable  members  for  Kooyong,  Indi, 
Bendigo,  and  Yarra  speaking  on  this  item. 

Sir  John  Quick.— But  the  honorable 
member  for  Indi  opposed  the  increase  of 
duty. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— It  means  only  that  if 
Victmans  are  not  getting  the  whole  of  the 
business  they  continuallv  ask  for  more. 
The  honorable  member  for  Bass  pointed 
out  that  candles  made  in  Melbourne  were 
being  dumped  into  Tasmania,  and  I  can 
assure  the  Committee  that  the  articles  with 
which  we  are  now  dealing  have  been 
dumped  into  Western  Australia,  with  the 
result  that  local  factories  itat  their  manu- 
facture have  been  closed.  The  honotE^le 
member  for  Varra  has  ccxnplained  of  the 
dumping  of  English  manufactures  into 
Melbourne,  but  be  should  not  make  such 
a  complaint  when  he  finds  that  Victorian 
manufacturers  are  guilty  of  the  same 
practice. 

Mr.  Tudor. — I  am  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  HEDGES.  —  Victorian  manufac- 
turers of  candles,  soap,  and  the  goods 
with   which  we    are  now  dealing  have 


dumped  their  goods  into  other  States  with 
the  object  of  shutting  up  local  factories^ 
and  have  succeeded  in  many  instances. 

Mr.  Tudor. — ^What  is  the  name  of  the 
Western  Australian  firm  whose  factory  tor 
the  manufacture  of  blacking  was  closed  ? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— I  do  not  run  about 
with  the  naxnes  of  firms  tacked  on  to  me. 

Mr.  Ttn>OR. — ^The  honorable  mranber 
makes  general  statements  which  he  cannot 
prove.  I  gave  the  name  of  the  firm  that 
was  dumping  in  Melbourne. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— I  say  that  it  is  a 
general  practice  of  Melbourne  manufac- 
turers to  dtmip  their  goods  in  Queensland, 
Tasmania,  and  the  other  States.  I  have 
no  wish  that  blacking  should  be  admitted 
free,  but  I  do  not  thank  duties  of  50  per 
cent.,  60  per  c^nt.,  or  100  per  cent,  should 
be  imposed  on  it.  I  should  not  6bject  to 
the  duties  prc^Koed  by  the  Government  in 
this  instance,  but  I  say  the  Minister  should 
not  deviate  from  the  Tariff  he  has  sub- 
mitted in  order  to  satisfy  Melbourne  manu- 
facturers everv  time. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [4.38].— 
The  honorable  member  for  Fremantle  has 
made  an  important  statement  affecting  Vic- 
torian manufacturers. 

Mr.  Heix;es. — Another  Victorian. 

Mr.  SALMON.— Surely  an  honorable 
member  representing  another  State  is  not 
to  be  allowed  to  slander  Victcnrian  manu- 
facturers without  a  word  being  said  in  their 
defence.  If  the  hontMrable  meoober  will 
supply  the  names  of  the  Victorian  manu- 
facturers who  are  carrying  on  the  practice 
to  which  he  refers,  I,  for  one,  shall  be 
prepared  to  take  frwn  them  the  protec- 
tion they  at  present  enjoy.  I  would  not 
by  my  vote  assist  any  manufacturer  to 
take  advantage  of  others  in  the  Ctramon- 
wealth  in  the  way  the  honorable  member 
has  described. 

Mr.  Hedges. — The  honorable  member 
for  Bass  will  tell  the  honorable  member 
what  manufactures  have  been  dumping  in 
Taanania. 

-Mr.  SALMON.— The  honorable  member 
fw  Fremantle,  as  a  professed  protectionist, 
should  recognise  that  the  way  to  prevent 
dumping  is  to  induce  proper  competition 
within  the  Commonwealth,  and  that  can 
only  be  secured  by  sufficient  duties  on  im- 
ported goods.  The  hcwiorable  member  should 
vote  for  the  recommendations  of  the  A 
section  of  the  Tariff  Commission  on  Uis 
occasion — I  would  not  asl&^im^Q>  suppiyt 
a  higher  dutv  than  theW>W^^VecoiA- 
mended— and  if  he  did  so,  he  would  very" 
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soon  6nd  that  there  would  be  sufficient 
competitioi  m  the  business  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia to  prevent  dumping  from  within  or 
without  the  ComiQonwealth. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[4.40]. — The  honorable  member  for  Laane- 
coorie,  in  common  with  all  other  Victorian 
protectionists,  claims  that  if  duties  are  put 
up  high  enough  internal  competition  will 
do  the  rest.  The  reply  is  easy  and  not  far 
to  seek.  It  has  not  dwie  the  rest  in  the 
case  of  many  other  goods  which  have  been 
made  here  for  many  years ;  as  witness  the 
revelations  in  the  han-ester  industry.  The 
manufacturers  were  getting  high  prices  for 
their  goods,  there  was  plenty  of  internal 
cmnpetition,  and  yet  they  were  paying 
their  emplcn-fo  as  low  as  5s.  6d.  a  day. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — But  they  charged 
lower  prices  for  their  goods. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  questicHi  of  wages 
was  not  raised  by  any  honorable  member 
who  spote  on  this  item  previous  to  me. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  know  that. 

^fr.  Salmon. — Then  why  does  the  hon- 
orable member  assume  that  I  was  arguing 
with  respect  to  the  wages  paid? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  assume  that 
the  honorable  member  takes  into  considera- 
tion all  the  conditions  surrounding  an  indus- 
try when  he  refers  to  the  effect  of  competi- 
tion. I  say  that  dumping  has  not  the 
effect  attributed  to  it  from  time  to  time  by 
honwaUe  members  in  discussing  these 
duties.  I  wish  to  pmnt  out  that  in  con- 
nexion with  the  blacking  industry  a  brutal 
frankness  was  exhitnted  bv  those  who  ap- 
peared before  the  Tariff  Cnnmission.  One 
witness  wanted  50  per  cent,  if  he  could  get 
it,  and  had  the  candour  to  say — 

We  would  ask  for  a  Kigfaer  duty  if  we  thought 
we  would  get  it. 

I  should  think  he  would.  Who  would  not 
if  he  thought  he  had  to  deal  with  a  Minis- 
ter like  the  Treasurer,  who  would  be  pre- 
pared to  give  ahnost  any  duty  which  would 
prevent  the  impcntatitx)  of  anything  that 
could  be  made  here?  Who  would  not  ask 
if  he  Vnev  he  would  receive?  Nothing 
could  be  more  simple  than  to  have  an  in- 
terested manufacturer  give  evidence  before 
the  Tariff  Commission,  and  then  to  take 
his  word  without  testing  it  in  any  way. 
The  witness  to  whom  I  refer  was  asked 
what  his  object  was  in  asking  for  a  higher 
duty,  and  on  this  point  I  quote  the  follow- 
ing evidence  given  in  answer  to  question 
62070 — 

Do  you  think  there  ought  to  be  a  good  open- 
ing  ia  Australia  for  the  local  manufacturr  of 
Uieie  polishes? 


Mr.  Tudor.— Whose  evidence  is  the 
honwable  member  quoting? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  evidence 
of  Mr.  Alfred  Belcher,  manufacturer,  of 
Prospect.  His  answer  to  the  question  I 
h.ave  quoted  was — 

Yes,  I  am  sure  of  it.  If  we  only  get  a  little 
higher  prices  on  some  of  these  things  or  get  the 
othrrs  out  of  the  market  there  would  be  a 

spIcniHd  trade. 

There  is  a  cool  suggestion— knock  every- 
body out  of  the  market,  and  put  the  price* 
up  here  I  Then  the  witness  admitted  that 
he  would  be  doing  a  splendid  trade.  He 
was  further  examined  as  follows  

Have  you  anything  else  to  tell  us  about 
blackings  and  polishes?— No;  ali  we  w;int  is 
the  duty  increased,  and  that  would  increase 
slightly  the  price  of  these  imported  lines,  and 
then  we  will  have  a  show.  We  can  do  them  at 
the  same  puce.  We  are  prepared  to  put  our 
goods  loto  the  market  at  the  same  price,  but 
people  prefer  the  imported. 

I  pass  by  the  evident  contradiction.  The 
witness  first  said  that  he  wanted  a  higher 
duty,  and  then  he  only  wanted  the  im- 
ported article  shut  out.  I  direct  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee  to  the  fact  that 
S'^-a  ^''^^  evidence  given  to  the 
lantt  Commission  throughout  their  in- 
quiry. There  evidently  was  a  difficulty  in 
obtaining  evidence  on  behalf  of  the  con- 
sumers of  Australia.  They  did  not  offer 
evidence,  and  the  Tariff  Commission  ap- 
parently did  not  deem  it  their  duty  to  pro- 
cure the  evidence  of  consumers. 

Sir  John  Quick.— We  invited  the  various 
Chambers  of  Commerce  to  give  evidence, 
and  they  refused  to  do  so. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Yes,  but  the 
Commission  had  the  power,  and,  in  my 
judgment,  should  have  exercised  it,  to  get 
people  who  use  the  various  articles  deah 
with  to  give  evidence. 

Sir  John  Quick.— The  consumers? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Yes,  that  is  my 
contention.  There  should  be  some  evidence 
from  consumers  to  set  side  bv  sitle  with  that 
given  bv  those  who  were  interested  in 
secunng  higher  duties. 

Mr.  Sampson.— Would  it  not  have  taken 
the  Ccwnmission  ten  vears  to  get  through 
their  work  if  they  had  done  that  ? 

Sir  WiLLiAH  Lyne.— No;  about  twentv 
years. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— r  do  not  care 
how  long  it  would  have  taken;  it  should 
have  been  done  if  the  evidence  submitted 
by  the  Cconmission  was  to  be  of  any  value. 
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It  is  a  question  of  right  or  wrwig,  and  in 
the  law  courts  e\'ery  day  it  is  the  practice 
to  hear  both  sides. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Why  did  not  the 
Chambers  of  C«ninerce  come  forward  to 
represent  the  ctHisumers? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  presume  they 
looked  after  their  own  business,  as  the 
manufacturers  did.  So  far  as  I  know,  they 
do  not  specially  represent  the  consumers. 
The  honorable  member  is  aware  that  they 
cc»isist  largely  of  business  men. 

Mr.  Frazer. — The\-  knew  that  if  they 
were  called  upon  to  pay  increased  duties 
they  could  pass  them  on  to  the  public. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Quite  so.  We 
need  not  expect  the  manufacturers  or  im- 
porters to  bo:her  very  much  about  the  con- 
sumer. The  importer  knows  that  he  can 
pass  the  duty  on,  and  the  manufacturer 
knows  that  he  can  take  advantage  of  it  for 
himself.  I  say  therefore  that,  in  my  judg- 
ment, an  obligation  rested  upon  the  Tariff 
CcHomission  to  secure  evidence  to  show  how 
the  consumers  would  be  affected  as  a  result 
of  the  duties  to  be  imposed.  I  am  not 
impugning  the  honesty  of  manufacturers 
who  gave  evidence  before  the  Tariff  Com- 
missi(Mi.  I  say  no  more  and  no  less  than 
that  human  nature  operates  in  them  in  the 
same  way  as  in  other  people.  The  evidence 
submitted  by  the  Tariff  Commission  is,  in 
the  circumstances,  largely  valueless,  as 
bnng  the  evidence  of  interested  persms. 

Mr.  COON  (Batman)  [4.48].— In  reply 
to  the  remarks  made  by  the  hcaiorable  mem- 
ber for  Indi,  with  respect  to  the  polish  to 
which  he  referred,  I  wish  to  inform  the 
honorable  member  that  the  tin  he  produced 
was  filled  by  a  man  who  was  asking  for  a 
higher  duty.  The  honorable  member  is  the 
representative  of  the  foreign  trader,  and, 
speaking  as  such,  he  produced  a  tin  of 
polish  filled  by  an  Australian  workman. 
The  honorable  member  for  Farramatta  has 
just  made  a  speech  in  which  he  has  once 
more  shifted  his  ground.  Honorable  mem- 
bers of  the  Opposition  have  repeatedly^  re- 
ferred the  Committee  to  the  evidence  given 
l)efore  the  Tariff  Commission,  and  times 
out  of  number  have  quoteH  from  it.  They 
have  asked  on  more  than  one  occasion  that 
we  should  quote  it,  but  now,  because  a 
manufacturer  who  went  before  the  Com- 
mision  asked  for  an  increased  duty,  the 
honorable  member  iac  Parramatta  says  that 
tbe  eridenoe  cotlected  by  the  Commissiaa 
is  worthless.  It  is  suflSdent  for  me  to  know 
that  this  industry,  which  some  time  ago 


employed  fifty  or  sixty  men,  is  only  employ- 
ing fourteen  to-day.  The  honorable  member 
for  Indi  knows  that  these  goods  are  being 
dumped  into  Australia  at  a  price  which  Is 
less  than  that  for  which  they  can  be  bought 
wholesale  in  the  Old  Country.  Only  a 
short  time  ago  10,000  gross  of  "  Nugget " 
were  dumped  into  Sydney  at  25s.  a  gross. 
The  article  is  being  sold  to-dav  in  the  Com- 
monwealth at  a  lower  price  than  the  local 
article,  with  the  <^ject  of  securing  a 
monopoly  of  the  trade  by  crushing  the 
local  manufacture  out  of  existence. 
That  is  what  the  foreign  trader  always 
does  when  he  gets  the  opportunity.  I  triwl 
that  hcmorable  members  who  believe  in 
supporting  the  recommendations  of  the 
protectionist  sectim  of  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion will  do  so  on  this  occasion,  and  give 
this  industry  a  fresh  start. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber want  fixed  duties  or  not? 

Mr.  COON.— I  want  fixed  duties,  U- 
cause  with  them  we  know  exactly  where 
we  stand  and  what  we  are  doing.  Soaoe* 
times  correct  invcMces  ftze  not  sumlied. 
The  only  way  to  get  over  that  diflfciuty  in 
all  cases  of  this  kind  is  to  have  fixed 
duties.  Then  those  importing  the  articles 
know  exactly  what  they  have  to  pay,  and 
We  know  where  we  are. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Thai  how  did 
the  honofable  member  come  to  support  so 
many  ad  valorem  duties? 

Mr.  COON.— Because  I  could  not  get 
fixed  rates. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [4-5z]- — The  ronarks  made  about 
foreign  traders  and  advocates  for  im- 
pwters  should  cease,  if  it  is  desired  to  get 
business  through.  The  importer  is  not  a 
Ht  different  from  the  manufacturer.  They 
are  practically  the  same  individual,  and  a 
matter  of  chance  has  directed  them  into 
one  occupation  or  the  other.  Each  will 
do  the  best  for  himself,  and  will  take  all 
he  can  get.  There  is,  therefore,  no  sense 
in  constantly  making  statements  such  as  I 
have  referred  ta  The  business  of  a  Par- 
liament is  to  see  that  neither  of  them  is  put 
in  a  position  to  take  advantage  of  the 
public.  The  whole  debate  has  centred 
round  one  article  —  the  polish  called 
'  *  Nugget. "  But  polishes  for  other 
purposes  than  dressing  boots,  such  as 
polishes  for  harness,  metals,  and  so  on, 
are  included  in  the  item.  If  the  argu- 
ment with  regard  to  "  Nufl^t4*^4n|flies  in 
the  case  of  boot  polish,  it'^^bdrdtferenoe 
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whatever  to  those  other  polishes.  The 
preference  for  "  Nugget "  is  as  between  it 
and  oAer  British  polishes.  It  has  been  said 
that  mare  than  half  tbe  boot  polish  tibat 
comes  to  Australia  consists  of  '^Nugget.*' 
There  is  evidently  sonething  in  it  that 
maJces  people  demand  it,  so  that  it  is  not 
a  question  as  between  an  Australian  and 
a  British  article,  but  as  between  British 
and  British.  The  proposal  is  to  so  in- 
crease the  duty  as  to  compel  people  to 
buy  anothH*  article  for  which  they  have 
not  the  same  liking.  Another  efTect  will 
be  to  impose  a  heavier  duty  <m  all  the 
articles  included  in  the  item,  although 
they  are  not  used  for  the  same  purpose. 
The  Minister  should  make  a  statement  and 
stop  the  debate. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  fear  that  if  I 
make  a  statement^  I  sh^l  keep  the  debate 
going. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  Min- 
ister knows  that  a  proposal  has  been  made 
for  a  fijeed  duty.  Is  he  going  to  adopt 
that  and  abandon  his  own  Tariff?  If  he 
is,  what  is  ttie  fund  dutv  to  be? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Ltne. — If  I  propose  a 
fixed  doty,  I  do  noC  intend  to  make  it 
higher  than  the  proposed  ad  valorem  rate. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  is  the 
introduction  of  alteraticKis  of  that  Itind 
that  causes  d<?bate. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — I  have  not  intro- 
duced the  alteration  on  tMs  occasion.  It 
has  beea  proposed  hy  others. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— We  do 
not  know  what  we  aie  -doing  vrtien  an  al- 
tetaticHi  of  that  kind  is  spnmg  opm  us. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  am  uiformed 
tfhat  fixed  rates  of  is.  per  doeen,  and  pd. 
per  dozen  are  equal  to  ad  valorem  rates  of 
40  and  35  per  cent,  respectively. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  hon- 
orable member  for  Yaxra  has  just  given  the 
quotation  of  "  Nugget "  for  export  as  as. 
id.  a  dooeo.  TherHore  a  fixed  duty  of  is. 
does  not  represent  40  or  35  p^  ceatt  but 
a  highn-  duty. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
sokt)  [4.54]-— For  packages  containing 
tnder  one  ounce  I  am  inSorraed  that  a  fixed 
rate  of  IS.  per  dcNBcn  represents  an  ad 
vdorem  rale  of  40  per  cent,  while  a  fixed 
nte  of  yd.  per  dooen  is  equsd  to  35  per 
cent,  in  the  case  of  packages  containing 
over  I  oz.  and  vnder  s  oe.,  fixed  rates  of 
IS.  8d.  und  is.  iM.  per  docoi  lespe^vely : 
ttntaiinig  over  b  oc  and  up  to  6  oz.,  fi«d 


rates  of  3s.  and  ss.  6d.  per  dosen  respec- 
tively ;  and  cmtaining  over  6  oz.,  fixed  rates 
of  7S.  and  6s.  per  gallon  respectively,  re- 
pres«it  ad  valorem  rates  of  40  and  35  per 
cent,  respectivdy. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North  Syd- 
nev)  [4-57]- — The  Treasurer  is  now  intro- 
ducing a  schedule  which  

Sir  William  Lyme.— J  have  nc^  intro- 
duced it.  I  propose  to  stick  to  my  ad 
valorem  proposals. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSOX.— If  the 
Treasurer  gives  us  that  assuranoe,  I  will 
say  no  more.  Otherwise  we  should  have 
to  show  that  thcKe  fixed  rates  do  not  repre- 
sent  the  percentages  given,  according  to  our 
in  forma  tiou. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — They  were  given  to 
me  by  the  Department. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Accepting 
as  correct  the  statement  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Yarra,  the  figures  quoted  bv  the 
Treasurer  do  not  represent  the  percaitages 
proposed. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  will  stKk  to  ms 
ad  valorem  rales. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Then  I 
will  sit  down. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [4.58]— I  shall 
not jwess  my  amendment,  because  the  words 
wluch  I  propose  to  omit  would  have  to 
corae  under  item  332. 

Amendment  (Mr.  Johnson's),  hy  leave, 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  CROtKrH  (Corio)  [4.S9I  — I  have  a 
request  to  make  to  the  Tjeasurer  regarding 
hamera  dressing,  which  is  imported  in  bulk 
in  large  quantities.  In  more  than  one  of 
the  States  there  is  aip  industry  for  putting 
up  ^  the  imported  liquid  harness  dressing, 
whid)  is  hffou^  in  in  bulks  of  from  45 
to  50  gallons.  That  industry  gives  em- 
ployment in  Australia,  and  I  wish  to  ask 
the  Minister  to  consent  to  insert  a  special 
line  with  a  reduced  duty  on  harness  dress- 
ing when  imported  in  casks  containing  over 
•\o  gallons. 

Sir  John  Quick.— It  will  compete  with 
the  local  article  afterwards. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— That  is  true,  but  it 
should  have  some  preferential  treatment, 
because  it  is  made  up  here  and  gives  em- 
ployment in  tinning,  printing  of  labels. 
&c.  I  have  recaved  the  following  letter 
on  the  subject — 
Dear  Sir, 

Re  Tariff  Division  7,  No,  >  2V).  SdackioK — 
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The  fonner  duty  was  20  per  cent.,  and  the 
new  duty  is  35  per  cent,  preferential,  and  40 
pet  cent,  general.  We  import  a  liquid  haraesj 
dressing  in  casks  of  45  to  50  gallons,  which 
«re  tin  off  here  into  pints  and  quarts,  but 
jtrincipally  pints.  The  tins  for  this,  the  printed 
labels  to  put  on  the  tins,  the  wood  boxes  to 
bold  one  dozen  tins,  are  all  made  in  Melbourne, 
and,  of  course,  our  own  employes  do  the  work 
of  filling,  labelling,  and  boxing  (no  girls  or 
women  employed).  If  the  duty  on  dressing 
imported  in  bulk  were  made,  say,  10  per  cent, 
les^  than  for  that  imported  in  tini,  it  would 
give  us  a  chance  of  competing  with  the  tinned 
dressing — otherwise  we  will  have  to  arrange  to 
have  our  dressing  tinned,  labelled,  and  boxed 
in  England,  as  the  charges  for  these  items 
will  be  very  much  leu  than  if  done  fiere,  while 
labour  is  proportionately  cheaper  there  than 
here. 

Yours  truly, 

James  muhday  ft  Co. 

There  are  other  firms  interested.  I  do  not 
ask  that  the  article  should  be  made  free 
for  them.  I  suggest  that  a  protection  of 
30  per  cent,  should  be  given  for  those  who 
manufacture  the  bulk  liquid,  but  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Bendigo  wili  see  that 
the  industry  has  some  right  to  a  pre- 
ferential treatment  of,  say,  5  or  10  per 
cent.,  seeing  that,  if  that  is  not  given,  seve- 
ral men  will  be  put  out  of  employment  in 
the  case  of  that  firm  alone,  and  a  lot  of 
work  which  is  now  done  in  Australia  will 
be  sent  away. 

Sir  John  Quick. — We  want  scxnething 
more  than  the  tinning  done  here;  we  want 
the  blacking  made  mre. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— The  question  is:  Which 
is  the  more  important?  I  do  not  say  that 
this  will  altf^ether  stop  the  dressing  from 
liein^  imported,  but  it  will  limit  it  to  a 
special  line  of  harness  dressing,  which  is 
■of  great  importance  to  the  farming  com- 
munity,  and  I  understand  that  har- 
ness dressing  cannot  now  be  made  in 
Australia  of  the  quality  required.  What- 
«ver  duty  is  agreed  to  f<»'  this 
item,  I  intend  to  ask  afterwards 
diat  the  duty  shall  be  10  per  cent,  less 
on  harness  dressing  imported  in  casks  con- 
taining not  less  than  40  gallons. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [5.2].— It  is  time 
that  we  polished  this  item  off.  I  intmd  to 
support  the  proposal  of  the  Government. 
As  to  all  these  other  individuals  who  want 
special  concessions,  we  ought  to  dispense 
with  that  sort  of  pleading  for  special  cases. 
I  am  altogether  opposed  to  fixed  duties,  be- 
cause they  mean  a  penalty  which  is  alto- 
gether prohibitive  against  the  cheap 
article.  If  this  business  cannot  succeed 
•tth  a  protection  of  40  and  35  per  cent., 

ought  to  go  under  altogether. 


Mr.    JOHNSON    (Lang)    [5.3].  ~  I 
move — 

That  after  the  words    "  40    per    cent."  the 
words  "  and  on  and  after  3rd  December,  1907, 
v:il.   (General  Tariff),  25  per  cent.,"  be  in- 
serted. 

I  intend  afterwards  to  move  for  a  United 
Kingdom  duty  of  20  per  cent.  I  make  no 
secret  of  the  fact  that  the  figures  which  I 
now  propose  do  not  represent  mv  idea  of 
what  the  Tariff  should  be.  If  I  thought  I 
had  the  remotest  chance  of  carrying  it,  I 
should  move  for  a  very  much  greater  re- 
duction, but  I  have  to  bear  in  mind  that 
our  time  is  limited,  and  that  if  we  are  to 
get  through  the  Tariff  we  must  not  indulge 
in  too  many  useless  divisions,  even  for  the 
sake  of  shmving  our  weakness.  If  I  were 
to  propose  anything  less  than  the  rate  in 
the  old  Tariff,  several  honorable  members 
sitting  on  this  side  would  not  agree  to  it; 
because  they  are  pledged  not  to  go  below 
the  old  rate.  I  am  therefore  omstrained 
to  move  this  amendment,  which  will  bring 
the  United  Kingdom  rate  down  to  the  rate 
in  the  old  Tariflf. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [5.4].— Do  I 
und'erstand  that  the  Minister  will  not  give 
any  preference  for  harness  dressing  which 
is  imported  in  bulk?  I  am  told  that  har- 
ness dressing  is  not  made,  and  cannot  be 
made,  in  Australia. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [5.5].— I  rise  to 
emphasize  the  speech  made  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Lang.  The  hwiorable 
member  has  moved  that  the  duties  be  25 
per  cent,  and  20  per  cent.,  not  because  he 
approves  of  siKh  duties,  but  because  he 
cannot  get  enough  free-traders  to  support 
him  in  his  desire  to  impose  the  cAd  Tariff. 
I  do  not  know  what  the  ghost  of  John 
Farrell — I  do  not  suppose  you  knew  Mr. 
Farrell,  Mr.  Chairman — would  say  if  he 
saw  his  old  friend,  the  member  for  Lang, 
an  eminent  free-trader,  submitting  such  a 
proposal  to  Parliament.  It  would  appear, 
however,  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Lang  slips  on  polishes  as  I  have  slipped 
on  machinery ;  and  my  only  desire  is  to 
show  that  I  am  not  singular  in  slipping. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [5.6].— I  can- 
not allow  the  remarks  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Dalley  to  pass  without  some 
reply,  because  they  really  misrepresmt 
my  position.  Personally,  I  should  have 
proposed  a  much  lower  duty  if  I  were  not 
aware  of  the  fact  that  there  would  be  no 
possibilitv  of  getting  it  carried ;  and  I  do 
not  desire  to  waste  time.  1  recognise 
that  several  honorable  memben  cnjBy  cywn 
side  have  pledge99itaiteS»S*^fSo  go 
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below  the  old  Tarifif ;  but  I  pnqxMe  a  reduc- 
tion which  I  think  there  is  a  chance  of 
carrying. 

Question — That  after  the  words  "  40 
per  cent.,"  the  words  "and  on  and  after 
3rd  December,   1907,  ad    val.  (General 
Tariff),   25  per  cent.,"  be  inserted— put. 
The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes      ...  ...  —  13 

Noes      ...  ...  —  33 


The  Ccmmittee  divided. 
Ayes 


Majority 


Aicher,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L» 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Brown  Til  ley 
Cook,  Joseph 
Krl  wards,  R. 
Forrest,  Sir  JtHok 


li  itchelor,  E.  L. 
Carr,  E.  S 
CMS,  }.  H. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Atutia 

COQD,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A 

Ewing.  T.  T. 

Faiioaira,  G. 

Fisher,  A 

<;rooin,  L.  E. 

Harper.  R. 

Hedees.  W.  N. 

Knox,  W. 

Lyne,  Sir  William 

Malonev,  W.  R.  N. 


Kelly,  W.  H. 
Willii,  Henry 
Brown,  Thomas 
Smith,  Bruce 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Foynton,  A. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Foxton,  Colonel 


SO 


Atss. 


Fysb,  Sir  Philip 
Livingston,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugatd 
Wilks,  W.  H. 

Tellers: 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 


Nobs. 

Mauger,  S. 
O'Mallcy,  King 
Page,  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Spence.  W.  G. 
StorrcT,  D. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Walson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers : 
CooV,  Hume 
McDougall,  J.  K. 

PAIB8. 

Kingston,  C.  C. 
Thomson,  John 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Watkins,  D. 
Tboma«,  J. 
Htttchiton,  ]. 
Uathews,  J. 
Irrine.  W.  H. 
Irvine,  Hans 


Noes 


Majority 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  T.. 
Brown,  Tillev 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  R. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Hedges,  W.  N. 


»7 
38 

II 


AYES. 


Johnson,  W.  E. 
Livingston,  J. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Palmer,  A  C. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers: 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

.Amendment  negatived. 
Amendment   (by   Mr.   Johnson)  nega- 
tived— 

That  after  the  words  "4°  P*'' 
words  "and  on  and  after  3rd  December,  1907, 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  30  per  cent.,"  be  in- 
serted. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Palmer)  put- 
That  after  the  words  "40  per  cent."  the 
words  "and  on  and  after  3rd  December,  1907, 
ad  Tal.  {General  Tniiff),  35  per  cent.,"  be  in- 
serted. 


Noes. 


Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Carr,  E.  S 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Fisher,  A. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
Knox,  W. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mauger,  S. 
McDougall.  J.  K. 


O'Malley,  King 
Page,  J. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  U.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers. ■  . 
Calls,  J.  H. 
Cook,  Hum« 


Kelly,  W.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Brown,  Thomas 
Smith,  Bruce 
Fuller.  G.  W. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Reid.  G.  H. 
Poynton,  A. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Liddell,  F. 


Fairs. 

Kingston,  C.  C. 
Thomson,  John 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Watkins,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Mathews,  J. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Irvine,  W.  H. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Amendment  negatived. 
Item  agreed  to. 

Mr..  CROUCH  (Corio)  [5.18].  —  I 
move — 

That  the  following  new  item  be  added  : — 
"  230A.  Hameu  dressing,  in  casks  containing 
over  40  gallons,  on  and  after  3rd  December, 
1907,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  30  per  cent." 

I  propose  this  with  the  view  of  subse- 
quently moving  that  the  preferential  duty 
be  25  per  cent.  A  large  quantity  of  har- 
ness dressing  is  imported  in  liquid  form, 
and  is  used  largely  by  farmers^  agricul- 
turists, and  UverystaJ>le-keepers. 
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Mr.  CROUCH.— Those  who  import  the 
dressing  in  bulk  have  their  packuig  and 
printing  done  in  Australia ;  and  I  am  as- 
sured that  if  the  duty  is  not  reduced,  it 
will  be  necessary  for  them  to  have  all 
this  work  done  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  Watson.  —  Why  is  the  harness 
dressing  not  made  here? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— The  harness  dresnng 
that  is  required  is  not  made  here. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [5.20].— I 
think  that  the  honorable  member  for  Corio 
might  have  advanced  some  more  plausible 
reason  for  desiring  to  exempt  particular 
persons  from  the  payment  of  this  duty.  I 
wish  to  know  why  we  should  difTerentiate 
between  one  class  of  consumer  and  another 
class?  Personally,  I  would  exempt  all 
f'r«n  the  payment  of  Customs  duties,  but 
seeing  that  that  is  impossible,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  discriminate.  It  is  astonish- 
ing to  find  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Corio  is  a  free-trader  in  respect  of  this 
item,  although  in  regard  to  erery  other 
item  in  the  TariflF  he  is  a  protectionist. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [5.21].— One 
very  good  reason  which  might  be  urged 
in  favour  of  my  amendment  is  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Lang  is  opposed  to 
it.  The  adoption  of  my  proposal  would 
mean  the  employment  of  a  number  of  meb 
in  printij^,  packing,  and  tiruiing  opera- 
tions. That  fact  in  itself  will  be  a  suffi- 
cient inducement  to  most  pKMectioqist 
members  of  the  Committee  to  TOte  for  it. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Item  331.  Grapliite,  or  Plumbago,  Black 
Lead  and  Foundry  Black,  in  bulk,  free. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.27]. — ^A  mistake  has  occurred  in 
this  item,  upon  which  the  A  section  of  the 
Tariff  Commissioa  recommended  a  dutv  of 
35  per  cent.  Representations  were  subse- 
quently made  to  the  Department  that 
graphite  could  not  be  produced  in  Aus- 
tralia. Since  the  Tariff  was  introduced, 
liowever,  abundant  evidence  has  been  forth- 
coming that  it  is  produced  in  the  Ccwnmon- 
wealth,  espedally  in  South  Australia. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^Where  is  it  pro- 
duced? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— In  South  Aus- 
tralia, especially.     I  therefore  move — 

That  after  the  word  "free"  the  words  "and 
on  ud  after  December,  1007,  ad  val.  (Gene- 
ral Tariff),  35  per  cent.;  (United  Kinedom), 
30  per  cent.,**  be  added. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[5.28].— I  should  like  to  hear  some  rea- 
sons advanced  as  to  why  we  should  le%-y 


such  heavy  duties  upon  articles  which  have 
hitherto  been  admitted  free.  Last  year^ 
the  total  importations  of  the  Common- 
wealth under  this  heading  were  valued  at 
less  than  ^^5,000.  Are  we  going  to  im- 
pose a  duty  of  30  per  cent  upon  plum- 
bago for  ttie  purpose  o£  compelling  ewry- 
body  in  the  Commonwealth  to  use  the 
article  which  is  produced  s(xnewhere  in 
South  Australia?  I  would  further  point 
out  that  graphite  is  the  raw  material  ot' 
other  industries. 

Sir  William  Lyke. — But  it  is  produced 

here. 

^^r.  Dugald  Thomson. — The  item  irv 
the  Tariff  has  reference  to  prepared 
graphite. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — ^Abundant  evidence 
is  available  that  it  can  be  prepaied  ia  the 
Commonwealth. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.-^We  ought  to 
have  swne  assurance  tnat  it  is  being  pro- 
duced here  in  sufficient  quantities  for  all 
commercial  fSurposes  before  we  oraisent  tt> 
such  heavv  imposts  upon  it 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothl^)  [5.30].— 
There  is  no  doubt  that  graphite  is  being 
produced  in'  the  Commonwealth.  Theie- 
is  a  mine  working  in  Queensland,  and 
another  near  Tumby  Bay,  in  the  electoral 
district  of  Grey.  South  Australia. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Do  these  mines 
turn  out  much  graphite? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— They  have  tumcti 
out  a  considerable  quantity,  but,  as  the 
article  has  hitherto  been  admitted  free, 
the  industry  has  not  proved  remunerative;. 
The  CeylcKi  mines  are  its  chief  competi- 
tors, and  most  of  the  plumbago  used  in- 
the  Comroonweaith  is  imported  from  that 
island.  Messrs.  Burford  and  Company, 
who  manufacture  articles  of  which  graphite 
forms  the  base,  use  a  very  considerable 
quantity  of  the  locally-obtained  ore.  I 
have  seen  testunonials  as  to  its  character 
— testimonials  which  are  now  in  the  hand$- 
of  the  Treasurer.  Samples  of  this  ore. 
Iiave  also  been  submitted  to  Messrs.  Lewis 
and  Whitty. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — Do  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's remarks  apply  only  to  graphite  and 
plumbago  ? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Yes. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — Is  it  not  a  fact 
that  onlv  a  very  small  quantity  of  ore  is- 
required  ? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  ore  is  used 
largely  for  moulding  purpos^^diQ  jibiect 
Utng  to  obtain  aPi^^i^jleE^^^li^V  For 
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that  purpose,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
local  ore  is  as  good  as  any  that  can  be 
obtained  in  the  world  The  ccrapany 
which  has  been  mining  for  plumbago  have 
found  that,  under  existing  conditions,  the 
industry  will  not  pay.  I  understand  that 
ihey  have  asked  for  a  duty  of  ^£2  per  ton, 
which  would  represent  a  slightly  less  ad 
valorem  rate  than  that  proposed  by  the 
Treasurer.  I  think  it  would  be  equivalent 
to  about  25  per  cent.  If  w-e  have  suitable 
ore  in  Australia  for  the  production  of  this 
material,  we  certainly  ought  to  encourage 
the  industry.  Even  if  an  additi(Hial  £,2 
p»  ton  were  added  to  the  price  of  the  local 
article,  its  cost  xvould  be  very  little  in 
&BXSS  of  that  of  the  imported  article. 

Mr.  McWiixiAiis. — £i  per  ton  would 
represent  about  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  local  article 
is  sold  to-day  for  less  than  is  the  imported 
article. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Does  the  hon- 
orable member  know  its  price  ? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  figures  have 
been  supplied  to  the  Trea.^ursr.  Plumbago 
is  a  native  production,  and  the  industry 
ought  therefore  to  be  encouraged. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[5-34]- — I  wish  to  point  out  the  anomaly 
that  we  are  about  to  create.  Upon  the 
previous  item,  we  decided  to  levy  a  duty 
of  40  per  cent,  under  the  general  Tariff, 
and  of  35  per  cent,  under  the  Tariff  for 
Great  Britjun.  In  other  words,  we  im- 
posed duties  of  40  per  cent,  and  35  per 
cent,  upon  the  raw  materials  of  the  leather- 
makers  and  harness-makers,  who  enjoy  a 
protection  of  only  25  per  cent,  upon  their 
finished  article.  Now  we  are  asked  to 
tax,  to  the  tune  of  30  iper  cent. ,  another  raw 
material  of  manufactures  which  are  dutiable 
at  25  per  cent.  Is  there  any  sense  in  tax- 
ing raw  materials  at  a  higher  rate  than 
we  do  the  manufactured  article?  The 
position  is  an  absurd  one.  We  are  simply 
multiplying  Tariff  anomalies.  As  sure  as 
this  schedule  is  passed  in  its  present  form, 
an  outcry  will  be  raised  against  it  by 
reaswi  of  the  many  anomalies  which  have 
been  created.  When  we  come  to  deal 
with  substantial  industries,  the  Treasurer 
insists  that  there  shall  be  a  large  margin 
between  the  rate  levied  upon  the  manu- 
factured article  and  that  imposed  upoi  the 
raw  material  But,  in  respect  of  small 
matters,  he  adopts  the  reverse  attitude.  I 
would  suggest  that  he  should  withdraw  his 
proposal,  and  be  ccHitent  to  levy  very  much 
smaller  duties  upon  this  item. 


Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [5.37].— 
No  protecticHiist  member  of  the  Committee 
will  object  to  extending  to  this  industry  a 
fair  measure  of  protectim,  especialtv  as 
its  raw  material  is  obtai.iable  in  the  Com- 
monwealth. But  it  does  seem  to  me  that 
35  per  cent,  is  a  very  stiff  charge  to  levy 
upon  graphite,  particularly  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  it  is  the  raw  material  of  other 
industries.  If  the  Treasurer  secured  a 
duty  of  25  per  cent,  under  the  general 
Tariff,  and  of  20  per  cent,  under  the 
Tariff  for  the  United  Kingdom — seeing 
that  the  item  has  not  previously  been  sub- 
jected to  duty — he  would  be  securing  a 
\'ery  fair  thing. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— The  Treasurer 
has  not  yet  told  us  the  value  of  graphite. 

Mr.  WATSON.— As  I  understand,  this 
plumbago  is  simply  cwicentrated  from  its 
crude  state,  and  is  then  placed  upon  the 
market. 

Mr.  Batchelok.— It  is  worth  about  £,6 
per  ton. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.' — Its  value  is  nearer 
£9  per  ton. 

Mr.  WATSON.— In  any  case,  I  think 
that  35  per  cent,  is  too  hig^i  an  impost. 
I  do  not  feel  disposed  to  vote  for  anv  rate 
in  excess  of  20  per  cent. 

Sir  WrixiAM  Lvne. — If  that  is  the  feel- 
ing of  the  Committee,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber had  better  move  in 'that  direction.  I 
ask  leave  to  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  move- 
That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  jrd  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  val.  (General  Tar'iR),  ao  per 
cent. ;   (United   Kiagdom),   20  per  cent.,"  be 
added. 

Sir  WxLLUK  Lyne. — I  will  accept  a 
duty  of  20  per  cent,  all  round. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [5.40].— The 
compositicMis  which  it  is  proposed  to  make 
dutiable  are  not  produced  in  this  country 
to  any  extent,  not  for  want  of  protection, 
but  simply  because  the  demand  is  so  small, 
our  annual  consumption  being  about  600 
tons  only.  Two  or  three  men  could 
produce  that  quantity  in  about  a  fort- 
night. These  things  are  used  almost 
wholly  in  ccnmexion  with  sane  of 
the  better  castings  in  the  manufacture 
of  ircMi.  ^  The  mipositiim  of  a  duty 
will  penalise  certain  manufactures^  and 
will  not  have  tl^e  ^f^c^t  of  stimulating 
local  production.    '^T&e  debate  which  we 
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have  had  shows  how  ill  advised  it  is  for 
the  Treasurer  to  bring  down  on  the  spur  of 
the  fnomeiit  proposals  whidi  run  contrary  to 
these  originaJly  embodied  in  the  Tariff,  and 
I  hope  that  in  future  ample  notice  will  be 
given  of  the  intention  to  move  such  amend- 
ments as  have  been  proposed. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  233.  Broiuing  and  metal  powders,  ad 
val.,  30  per  cent. 

Mr.    JOSEPH    COOK  (Parramatta) 

[5.42]. — I  hope  that  the  Treasurer  will 
give  a  preference  to  the  United  Kingdtxn 
bv  making  the  importations  from  that  coun- 
try dutiable  at  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  Watson. — Brcuizing  powders  are 
made  here. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Yes;  but  there 
are  also  importations,  and  we  should,  if  we 
can,  encourage  the  use  of  imported  powders 
coming  from  the  United  Kingdwn  rather 
than  of  those  coming  from  foreipn  coun- 
tries. 


Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne. — If  the  honorable 
member's  proposals  were  adopted,  the  duty 
against  importation  from  the  United  King- 
dom would  be  5  per  cent.  lower  than  under 
the  old  Tariff. 

Mt.  JOSEPH  COOK.— What  harm 
would  that  do?     I  move — 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  3rd  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  vat.  (United  Kingdom),  15 
per  cent.,"  be  added. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [5.43].— I 
shall  suppnt  the  amendment.  fircming 
and  metal  liquids  imported  from  the 
Utiited  Kingdom  are  dutiable  at  a  rate  5 
per  cent,  lower  than  that  imposed  on 
foreign  importations,  a«d  why  should  not  a 
similar  arrangement  be  made  in  regard  to 
bronzing  and  metal  powders? 

Mt.  Watson. — Nearly  ail  the  importa- 
tions of  bronze  and  metal  powders  come 
frcnn  Germany. 

Amendment  negatived. 
Item  agreed  to. 

Item  233  (Tallow  and  Greases)  agreed 

to. 


per  doc. 
per  doz. 
per  dot. 
per  gal. 


Item  234.  Oils — 

In  vessels  not  exceeding  one  gallon,  viz.  : — 
(a)  Quarter-pints  and  smaller  sizes 

per  doz. 

(B)  Half-pints  and  over  quarter 

pints 

(C)  Pints  and  over  a  half-pint 

(D)  Quarts  and  over  a  pint 
(1)  Over  a  quart 

In  vessels  exceeding  one  gaU<m,  viz.  : — 

(F)  Cotton  Seed  ...        ...  per  gal. 

(G)  Cotton  Seed  when  denatvrated 

as   prescribed   by  Depart- 
mental by-law    ...        ...  per  gal. 

(H)  Olive        ...         ...         ...  per  gal. 

(I)  Castor;  Colza;  Linseed  ...  per  gal. 
(J)  Lubricating  (Mineral)*  ...  per  gal. 
(K)  Mineral      n.e.i. ;  Naphtha; 

Benzine ;  Beneoline ;  Goso* 
line ;  PraUne ;  Petrol ;  Tur- 
pentine Substitutes;  and  tlie 
like       ...         ...         ...  per  gal. 

(L)  Solar    Oils,    and  Residual 

Oilst     ...         ...         ...  per  gal. 

(M)  N.E.L,  including  Cloth  Oil  ...  per  gal. 

(N)  Castor-oleine  and  other  Saponi- 

fiable  Oils         ...  ...  per  gal. 

(O)  Kerosene  and  other  Refined 
Petroleum  Oils,  in  packages 
less  than  to  gallons  in  con- 
tent      ...         ...         ...  per  gal. 

(F)  Kerosene,  and  other  Refined 
Petroleum  Oils,  n.e.t. 


(General  Tariff). 
IS.  6d. 


3»- 
6s. 


I2S. 
41. 


6d. 

28. 

6d. 
3id. 


}d. 

Id. 
6d. 

6d. 


3d. 
Free. 


(United  Kingdom) 


3d. 


Id. 


*  An  admixture  not  exc^lmS  per  cent.  Of  any  i-cgetaUe  or  aahnal  oil  or  other  tore%n  UMttar  OmU  not  b* 
dMmcd  to  render  the  oil  liable  to  mnj  higher  duty.  ■ 

t  WbMibsDqiarMtb  fn  doubt  as  to  OwcMt  natnn  of  any  oil  so  4McW<%^iK4d^Q^i2^i^ 
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Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [5.45]- — A  tremendous  increase  is 
proposed  in  the  duty  on  oils  imported  in 
vessels  not  exceeding  one  gallon. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  is  in  accordance 
with  the  reoxnmendations  of  the  Tariff 
Commissicxi. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Yes,  but 
the  rate  is  three  times  that  of  the  old  duty. 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne.— The  object  is  to  get 
the  work  of  bottling  done  here. 

Mr.  DUCALD  THOMSON.— Are  we 
justified  in  increasing  the  duty  so  largely  to 
obtain  so  small  an  advantage?  The  re- 
venue obtained  annually  from  the  old  duty, 
Thidi  was  a  heavy  one,  was  less  than 
;^4,ooo,  which  shows  how  small  the  im- 
portation of  oil  in  small  vessels  is.  The 
proposed  duty,  when  levied  on  twelve  gross 
ot  bottles  of  sewing  machine  chI,  gives  these 
results:  freight.  £1  15s.  4d..  or  18.83  per 
csnt. ;  duty  cm  the  oil,  iQio  i6s.,  or  i4<S-93  . 
per  cent. ;  dutv  on  the  bottles,  £^  i6s.,  or 
106.12  per  cent.;  in  all,  £20  7s.  4d.,  or 
271.88  per  cent. 

Mr.  Watson. — Whv  cannot  the  oil  be 
imported  and  bottled  here? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— What  will 
be  the  wwth  of  the  industry  if  all  the  bott- 
ling is  dcMie  here  ? 

Mr.  Watson.— In  the  aggregate,  it  may 
come  to  a  good  deal. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— As  the  an- 
nual revenue  under  the  old  Tariff  was  only 
;^4,ooo,  the  whole  of  the  bottling,  it  done 
locallv,  would  give  verv  little  employment. 
Are  we  going  to  cwnpel  the  users  of  sewing 
machine  oil,  manv  of  whom  belong  to  the 
poorer  classes,  to'  pay  more  for  it,  by  re- 
quirintt  it  to  be  brought  here  in  bulk,  and 
bc-ttled  locally,  than  they  pay  now? 

Mr.  Watson.— Even  with  the  duty 
added,  the  cost  will  be  very  little.  A  bottle 
of  sewing  machine  oil  costs  6d.,  and  one 
is  bcwght  perhaps  once  in  four  months. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  hon- 
orable member  has  used  that  argument  be- 
fore. He  forgets  that  the  total  result  of 
these  small  charges  will  be  very  ccxisider- 
able. 

Mr.  Watson. — On  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's own  showing  it  would  be  only 
;^,ooo  si>read  over  the  consumers  of  all 
kinds  of  (h1. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  oils 
on  which  this  dutv  is  imposed  are  largely 
sewing  machine  oils. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  is  not  correct  to  sav 
that  sewing  machine  cnls  make  up  the  bulk 


of  the  importations.  Olive  oil,  bicvcle 
oil,  and  other  kinds  of  oil  ccnne  within  the 
item. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.—  Olive, 
castor,  and  other  oils  come  out  to  a  certain 
extent,  but  not  to  a  very  large  extent.  The 
previous  duty  has  evidently  led  to  the  local 
packing  of  a  large  quantity  of  the  oils  used 
here.  But  to  impose  duties  which  with 
the  charges  come  to  271  per  cent,  is,  I 
think,  beyond  all  reascoi.  The  freight 
amounts  to  18.8,^  per  cent.,  and,  of  course, 
the  freight  is  higher  on  packed  oil  than  cm 
bulk  oils;  the  duty  on  the  oil  amounts  to 
146.93  per  cent.,  and  the  duty  on  the 
bottles  amounts  to  106.12  per  cent.,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  nearly  272  per  cent.  I 
propose  to  move  an  amendment  on  the  first 
line  of  the  item,  which,  if  carried,  will,  I 
presume,  be  an  indication  that  that  reduc- 
tion shall  be  made  throughout  the  item.  I 
move — 

That  after  the  figures  "is.  6d.,"  paragraph 
A,  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  3rd  Decem- 
ber,  1907,  per  doz.,  6d.,"  be  inserted. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [5.51].— 
The  A  section  of  the  Tariff  C(xnmission  re- 
commended a  graduated  increase  in  the 
duty  on  bottled  or  packed  oil,  but  no  in- 
crease in  the  dutv  on  bulk  oil.  except  in  the 
case  of  olive  oil.  The  object  in  recom- 
mending an  increased  dutv  on  bottled  oil 
was  to  induce  persons  to  import  ml  in  bulk 
and  bottle  it  here. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [5.53].— The 
Minister  might  well  consider  whether  in  the 
interests  of  the  community  it  is  not  advis- 
able to  refrain  from  imposing  an  additional 
duty  m  bottled  oils.  The  hcmcn-able  mem- 
ber for  Bendigo  has  admitted  the  object 
which  the  A  section  of  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sicxi  had  in  view  in  submitting  their  reoom- 
mendaticai,  and  that  was  to  encourage  the 
local  bottling  of  oils  imported  in  bulk. 

Mr.  Wat.son. — If  we  can  produce  the 
oils  here,  so  much  the  better. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Ew»i)t  in  the  case  of 
olive  oil,  our  chance  of  produdng  the  raw 
iqatwials  is  limited  at  the  present  time. 
The  honc»abIe  member  for  North  Sydney 
has  submitted  a  reasonable  amendment. 
The  old  duty  was  6d.  a  dozen,  and  the 
employment  of  labour  which  the  Icxral 
bottling  of  the  oils  would  create  does  not 
justify  us  in  putting  an  additional  impost 
upon  the  consumers.  As  the  honorable 
member  for  Perth  remarked  the  other  night, 
the  local  bottling  of  somebtxiy  else's  pro- 
duct in  very  likely  somebody  elsfe's  bottles 
is  a  parasitical  industry.      It  has  to  be 
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spread  over  six  States.  I  trust  that  the 
Minister  will  see  his  way  to  accept  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[5.55]. — These  items  show  the  real  inward- 
ness of  many  of  the  protectionist  proposals 
which  are  laade  here.  Apparently  the 
only  idea  of  scHne  protectionists  is  not  to 
strive  to  protect  our  manufacturers  from 
outside  competition  so  far  as  the  great  staple 
industries  are  concerned,  but  to  try  in 
tiddlywinking  ways  to  make  work  for 
some  persons  hero. 

Mr.  Watson. — Hear,  hear ;  that  is  what 
we  want  to  do. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  twentieth  century,  the  ex- 
Lalx>ur  leader  has  only  got  to  the  point 
that  he  is  stitl  concentrating  his  energies  in 
the  direction  of  making  work,  as  such.  He 
is  very  much  behind  the  economic  move- 
ment of  which  be  is  supposed  to  be  a 
leader.  I  thought  that  we  were  past  that 
time.  The  inevitable  result  of  these  duties 
must  be  to  encourage  the  impcHtation  of  the 
articles. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  should  satisfy  the 
honoraUe  mradier. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.  —  By  imposing 
the  duties  honorable  members  create  a 
\-est«d  interest  in  the  importation  of  the 
goods.  Apart  altogether  from  the  absur- 
dity of  imposing  high  duties  to  secure  the 
mere  bottling  of  the  oils,  they  are  encour- 
aging their  importation.  With  our  climate 
and  with  handicrafts  such  as  we  shall  de- 
velop very  shortly  we  ought  to  make  Aus- 
tralia quite  self-supporting  in  regard  to  all 
these  natural  products.  If,  with  all  the 
advantages  which  our  isolation  gives  us,  we 
cannot  beat  the  world  in  the  production  of 
these  articles,  we  shall  be  in  a  very  bad  way 
indeed.  I  hope  that  we  shall  not  go  on  im- 
posing duties  which  do  not  protect  a  manu- 
facture as  such,  but  protect  only  a  minor 
process  in  connexion  with  some  manufac- 
ture. The  more  we  can  tie  the  producing 
and  the  bottling  of  the  things  together  the 
more  efficiently  we  must  necessarily  make 
the  production  of  them,  and  the  better  it 
will  be  for  the  consumer  and  all  concerned. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Svdney)  [5-57].— 
The  honorable  member  for  Parramatta — who 
by  the  way  is  more  aii  "  ex  "  as  a  Labour 
leader  than  I  am — has  accused  me  of  desir- 
ing to  make  work  as  such.  I  have  no  such 
desire,  but  I  think  that  a  great  deal  of 
argument  can  be  urged  in  favour  of  trans- 
ferring work  which  we  can  aoccKnpHsh  from 
parts  of  the  world. 


Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — No  matter  what 
the  conditions  are  under  which  we  can  ac- 
complish that  work? 

Mr.  WATSON.— Of  course  there  are  ex- 
ceptions, but  the  general  principle  has,  I 
think,  a  lot  to  recommend  it  to  honorable 
members.  It  is  much  better  to  do  our  own 
work  than  to  pay  other  persons  to  do  it  for 
us. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Surely  in  all  these 
matters  we  must  pav  some  regard  to  the 
efficiency  of  production?  > 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  admit  that  the  old 
duty  was  not  quite  high  enough,  but  we 
need  not  go  so  far  as  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion, has  recommended.  We  want  to  be 
careful  not  to  admit  oils  in  bottles  at  a  lower 
rate  than  that  we  propose  to  place  on  the 
oils  and  the  bottles  when  brought  in  sepa- 
rately. That  is  one  point  which  I  think 
honorable  members  should  keep  in  mind. 
The  bottling  of  oils  in  Australia  should  be 
encouraged  because  it  is  a  light,  clean  oc- 
cupation for  girls.  There  is  no  reason 
why  nearly  the  whole  of  the  olive,  castor 
and  linseed  oils  should  not  be  bottled 
here  instead  of  being  bottled  for  us  alnrtxid. 
I  think  that  the  horx)rable  member  for 
North  Sydney  was  mistaken  in  what  he  said 
as  to  the  |M-oporti<Hi  of  the  imports.  Ac- 
cording to  his  statement,  the  duty  paid  on 
oils  imported  in  small  packages  totalled 
only  j^4,ooo,  and  that  included  castor  ml, 
which  is  imported  iKty  largely  in  small 
bottles, 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thokson. — It  is  mostly 
bottled  here. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Crosse  and  Blackwell 
and  Morton,  partKularly  the  latter,  still 
export  to  Australia  a  great  quantity  ot  cas- 
tot  oil.  It  is  extra  refined,  and  is  claimed 
to  be  tasteless.  It  is  imported  verv 
largely  in  small  bottles,_as  well  as  bicycle 
and  machine  oils.  The  increased  dutv 
recommended  by  the  A  section  of  the  Tariff 
Commission  is  rather  high.  I  do  not  see 
why  it  should  be  fixed  at  more  than  is. 

Mr.  WYNNE  (Balaclava)  [6.1].— I,  as  a 
protectionist,  have  always  felt  that  what 
we  want  to  establish  in  Australia  are  large 
producing  industries.  I  cannot  imaffine 
that  the  employment  pf  persons  to  pour  oil 
out  of  tins  into  bottles  is  likelv  to  create  a 
large  industry.  On  the  contrary,  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  a  waste  of  valuable  time  that 
might  be  better  employed  in  the  carrying  on 
of  some  industry  which  would  be  of  benefit 
and  use  to  the  people  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^Are  ncrt^e  making  of 
bottles,  the  printjgtee(C^  Cla»IsJgfe  the 
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manufacturing  of  casn  things  to  be  con- 
sidered? 

Mr.  WYNNE.— Those  ate  very  small 
things.    When  oil  is  sent  out  in  casks  there 
is  considerable  waste  and  leakage,  and  the 
more  the  article  is  handled  the  greater  is 
the  cost  to    the  consumer.     It  can  be 
bottled  abroad  and  delivered  at  considerably 
less  cost  to  the  consumer  than  it  can  be 
when  it  is  sent  out  in  bulk  and  put  through 
different  processes  here.  I  remember  the  time 
in  Victoria  when,  in  order  to  give  work, 
they  used  to  employ  men  to  dig  holes  in 
MelLoume  and  then  fill  them.    That  was 
thought  to  be  a  grand  way  of  providing 
enploymoit.     The  pouring  of  oil  out  of 
casks  into  bottles  is  very  much  on  a  par* 
with  the  employment  of  men  to  dig  holes 
only  to  fill  them.    Let  us  establish  in  this 
country  all  the  industries  we  can.    Do  not 
let  us  put  on  duties  which  will  increase  the 
cost  of  an  article  without  doing  any  good 
to  the  woikor.    We  have  agreed  to  give  a 
bounty  upon  the  production  of  certain  oils. 
We  have,  to  some  extent,  tried  to  induce 
persons  to  grow  cotton  and  olives  and  other 
tnaterials  tor  the  production  of  oil.  When 
a  doty  is  imposed  on  oil  for  protective  pur- 
poses, it  is  all  right.    Bat  we  ought  not 
to  impose  duties  simply  in  connexicxi  with 
the  covering  of  an  article.    It  is  a  poor 
sort  of  protection  to  charge  a  duty  on  the 
straw  or  packages  in  wnidi  articles  are 
imported.    Let  us  be  fair  and  square;  let 
us  put  a  duty  on  the  article  itself  and  keep 
it  thne,  but  do  not  let  tu  say  that  any 
goods  shall  not  be  packed  in  an^  country 
but  Australia.  Prom  a  protectiomst  stand- 
pmnt,  that  is  not  an  evidence  of  strength, 
-bat  rather  a  petty-minded  sort  of  taxaticm 
ot  the  psople. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [6.4].— In  my 
opimon,  the  dut^  proposed  by  ^  Trea- 
surer is  rather  higfa.  In  my  notes,  I  set 
<lown  IS.  per  dooeo — that  is  double  the 
old  rate — as  a  fair  duty.  The  honorable 
member  for  Balaclava  has  stated  that  the 
bottling  of  oils  is  not  an  industry.  He 
should  remonber  that  bottle-making  in 
Victoria  is  a  very  considerable  industry, 
and  one  which  may  be  increased  to  a  verv 
large  extent  Recentlv  I  visited  a  local 
factory,  where  I  saw  bottles  being  made. 
I  thought  it  was  a  very  good  thing  to  see 
so  mtidi  bottle-making  carried  on  in  the 
eoominnity.  If  the  bottling  of  oil  is  en- 
couraged, it  will  lead,  not  only  to  bottle- 
making,  but  also  to  case-making  and 
pacing.  It  is  all  these  little  things 
which  go  to  maire  up  a  great  industry. 


It  is  no  use  to  speak  of  one  large  in- 
dustry. Only  by  having  a  multitude  of 
industries  can  we  do  good  to  Aus- 
tralia; and  if  we  cani  means  of  this 
Tariff,  cause  oil  to  lie  bottled  here,  we 
shall  be  doing  good  for  at  least  <me  Aus- 
tralian industry  and  providing  means  of 
employment  for  a  large  number  of  people. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [6.6].— I 
wish  to  ask  the  Treasurer  whether  he  is 
going  to  be  consistent  in  regard  to  olive 
oil?  When  we  were  dealing  with  tho 
duties  affecting  iron  and  steel,  the  Treasurer 
stated  that  wfa^e  a  bounty  was  granted, 
the  duty  would  not  qperate  at  the  same 
time.  I  remind  the  Treasurer  that  in  the 
Bounties  Bill  we  have  provided  for  a 
bounty  on  olive  oil.  To  be  c(Misistent 
with  his  former  statement,  he  should  pro- 
vide that  the  duty  on  olive  oil  shall  not 
operate  at  the  same  time. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Beodigo)  [6.7].— 
The  increase  of  duty  prtqiosed  is  based 
upon  the  analogy  <^  the  difFoenti^itti  be- 
tween bulk  and  bottled  beer.  On  bulk 
beer,  the  duty  is  is.  per  gallon,  and  on 
beer  in  bottl^,  is.  6d.  per  gallon.  The 
analogy  holds  good  in  regard  to  mi. 

Mr.    DUGALD    THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [€.8]. — May  I  point  out  to  the 
hiMK»able  member  for  Bendigo  diat  the 
difference  in  duty  b^een  bulk  beer  and 
bottled  beer  is  50  per  cent.    In  this  case, 
the  difference  is   much  mwe  than  that. 
The  duty  now  prc^xwed  is  an  increase  of 
500  per  cent,  on  the  old  duty.     It  can- 
not be  said  that  an  increase  from  6d.  per 
gallon  on  cotton-seed  oil  and  3^d.  on  a 
lubricating  oil,  to  3s.  per  half-innt  is  an 
increase  of  only  50  per  cent.    It  has  been 
suggested  to  me  that  there  ought  to  be  a 
preference  in  favour  of  Great  Britain  in  this 
case,  and,  therefore,  I  am  willing  to  alter 
my  amendment  to  make  the  duty  96.  on 
ti^  general  Tariff,  and  66.  against  the 
United  ICii^dom.    May  I  ask,  also,  how 
far       COimnittee  propose  to  go  with  this 
sort  of  industry?    It  would  not  invtrfve 
^oing  much  further  to  say  that  we  will  not 
mpcnt  rdined  (nl,  or  that  we  will  impose 
such  a  dutv  upon  refined  <m1  as  to  compel  it 
to  be  refined  here. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— It  would  be  better 
to  have  a  large  refining  industry. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If  the 
Committee  is  prepared  to  say,  "We  will 
make  it  unprofitable  to  import  refined  oil,*' 
we  might  by  such  mean^^st^lMt^  refin- 
ing industry,  but  we  shcwld  ha&  the  roost 
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extraordinary  system  of  protection  imposed 
in  any  part  of  the  world. 

Mr.  FsAZER. — The  honorable  member 
had  better  stick  to  his  propcsal  of  6d.  per 
gallon. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  ^  Some 
honorable  members  desire  to  give  a  prefer- 
ence, and,  with  that  end  in  view,  I  desire 
to  amend  my  amendment  so  as  to  make  the 
duty  9d.  per  gallon  in  the  .graeral  Tari£F, 
with  a  view  to  inserting  6d.  per  gallon 
igainst  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Am^dment  amended  accordingly. 

Mr.    MATHEWS    (Melbourne  Ports) 
[6.10]. — The  bottle-making  industry  is  con- 
cerned to  some  extent  in  the  item  under 
discussion.    It  is  useless  to  impose  a  higher 
duty  on  the  imported  bottles  if  we  allow 
bottles  to  come  in  free  when  full  of  liquid. 
I  do  not  know  whether  honorable  members 
are  considering  what  it  would  mean  to  the 
trade  of  Australia  if  all  the  bottles  in 
which  cwnmodities   are  sold   were  made 
here.  In  three  States — Victoria,  New  South 
Wales,  and  South  Australia — alxMit  1,800 
hands  are  empk^ed  in  the  bottle  industry, 
and  some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds 
are  invested  in  it.    The  most  serious  com- 
petitor that  the  industry  has  to  face  is  the 
bottle  that  is  imported  free  with  a  duty  on 
the  contents.    Bottle  making  requires  the 
service  of  high  class  mechanics.    If  all  the 
bottles  used  in  Australia  were  manufac- 
tured here,  there  would  be  work  for  thou- 
sands .more  artisans.    In  the  first  place, 
work  would  be  provided  in  bottling  coto- 
modities  if  they  were  imported  in  bulk  and 
bottled  for  the  market  in  Australia.  The 
printing  of  labels  and  the  making  of  cases 
would  also  involve  the  employment  of  a 
large  anxMint  of  labour.    Honorable  mem- 
bers know  that  many  men  have  been  thrown 
out  of  employment  in  the  printing  trade 
through  the  introduction  of  the  linotype. 
We  have  here  an  opportunity  of  increasing 
employment  in  the  printing  trade,  ah3  so 
abK>rbing  the  services  of  many  of  these  un- 
employed wixkmen.    I  see  no  reason  why 
the  making  of  oils  should  not  becoine  an 
important  industry  in  Australia.  Some 
of  the  oils  which  honorable  members  oppo- 
site laughed  at  when  we  were  dealing  with 
the  Bounties  Bill,  such  as  peanut  ml  and 
sunflower  seed  oil,  are  of  great  coounercial 
value,  and  might  just  as  well  be  manufac- 
tured in  this  country.      I  realize  that  the 
temper  of  the  Committee  has  led  to  the 
reduction  of  duties,  but  I  trust  that  in  this 


instance  a  truly  protective  duty  will  be  im- 
posed for  the  benefit  of  those  who  are 
manufacturing  oils  in  Australia. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [6.15].— The  argu- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  who  has  just 
resumed  his  seat  was  that  so  many  commo- 
dities are  brought  out  in  bottles  that  there 
18  so  much  less  work  for  those  engaged  in 
the  bottle-making  industry  in  this  country. 
Why,  then,  does  not  the  honorable  mem- 
ber gropose  that  articles  which  are  sold  in 
bottles  shall  be  imported  only  in  bulk? 
If  his  concern  is  simply  for  the  use  of 
Australian -made  bottles,  I  make  this  sug- 
gestion to  him— that  if  the  bottle  trade  is 
bemg^  injured,  as  he  makes  out,  the  wav 
-to  get  over  the  difficulty  ts  to  insert  in  the 
Tariff  a  proviso  that  imported  oils  must 
come  out  in  bulk.      Why  should  I  vote 
for  a  high  duty  which  would  not  do  what 
the  honorable  member  wants?      I  th^ 
that  the  honorable  member  for  North  Syd- 
ney made  out  a  good  case,  and  I  do  not 
see  any  necessity  for  a  high  rate  of  duty 
on  oil.     We  can  otuisider  what  is  necessary 
for  the  bottle  industry  when  we  deal  with 
the  item  affecting  bottles.      I  admit  with 
the    honorable    member    for  Melbourne 
Ports  that  the  trade  is  a  very  large  one, 
and  I  also  remember  that  there  is  a  bottle 
factory  in  my  own  electorate.      In  fact, 
there  is  hardlj  anything  WOTth  having  in 
Australia  that  is  not  made  in  my  elec- 
torate.    Its  representative  is,  in  himself,  a 
very  good  sample  of  what  can  be  produced 
there;     However,  the  "Lottie ho"  argu- 
ment has  really  nothing  to  do  with  the 
case,  and  I  must  support  the  honorable 
member  for  North  Sydney's  amendment. 

Mr.  CARR  (Macquarie)  [6.18].— I  wish- 
to  raise  a  protest  against  this  new  duty 
upon  goods  which  we  do  not,  and,  I  think, 
cannot,  make  here.  There  is  a  duty  <a 
bottles  which  will  have  to  be  considered 
hereafter,  and  I  am  prepared  to  protect 
the  bottle-making  industry  as  far  as  is 
reasonable-  But  we  make  no  castor  oil  in 
Australia,  nor  do  we  make  many  of  the 
other  <m1s  which  are  affecied  by  this  duty. 
I  will  support  a  duty  of  2s.  per  gallon  on 
olive  oil.  I  take  it  that  we  can  so  devise 
the  Tariff  as  to  make  duties  apply  to 
bottles  and  not  to  their  contents.  I  shall 
not  vote  for  a  duty  on  goods  which  cannot 
be  manufactured  in  Australia,  unless  it  can 
be  made  plain  to  me  that  there  is  not  another 
way  of  getting  a  duty  on  bottles.  But  I 
fail  to  see  that  there  is  no  other  wav,  I 
should  think  that  the  Trade^ndLCustoms 
Department  ought>i^e<bb'Siflfc>4EJSicdve 
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of  a  means  of  imposing  a  duty  on  bottles 
without  touching  thar  contents.  If  the 
Minister  will  expl^  whether  there  is  such 
a  means,  I  should  like  to  hear  him. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [6.20]. 
—I  think  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Macquarie  is  labouring  under  a  misappre- 
hensicm.  He  says  that  he  is  prepared  to 
vote  few  a  duty  on  olive  oil. 

Mr.  Wynne. — There  is  not  enough  olive 
oil  prodtxed;  it  is  difficult  to  get  pure 
olive  oil  anywhere. 

Mr.  WATSON.— That  is  a  reason  why 
wc  should  p^alize  those  who  sell  other  oil 
as  olive  oil.  We  have  in  Australia  large 
areas  capable  of  producing  sufficient  olive 
oil  to  meet  the  wtnld's  demand.  In  some 
parts  of  New  South  Wale*,  including  my 
old  electorate,  olives  are  grown  to  perfec- 
tion. The  honorable  memb»  for  Macquarie 
has,  I  think,  overlooked  the  fact  that  if 
we  abolish  Ae  duty  on  bottled  olive  <nl  it 
would  be  unfair  to  impose  a  duty  on  olive 
oil  in  bulk,  because  those  who  at  present 
import  oil  in  bulk  and  bottte  it  in  Aus- 
tralia would  thus  be  placed  at  a  disadvan- 
tage. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — It  is  not  pro- 
posed to  abolish  the  duty  on  olive  oil  in 
bottles. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  honorable  member 
for  ^lacquarie  indicated  that  he  was  in  fa- 
vour of  its  abolition. 

Mr.  Cars. — Not  in  the  case  of  the  oil. 
I  asked  the  Government  to  distinguish,  but 
they  have  bungled  the  whole  thing. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  was  referring,  not  to 
olive  oil  in  bulk,  but  to  what  might  be  im- 
ported in  bottles  as  olive  oil.  Manv  people 
in  Australia  are  employed  in  bottling  these 
cnls. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — How  many  are  em- 
ployed in  pouring  bulk  tnX  into  bottles  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  cannot  say;  but  a 
grea:  many  people  are  so  employed  in  fac- 
tories in  Svdney  and  Melbourne  that  I  have 
vi«ted.  The  questicm  is  not  confined,  as 
the  honorable  member  for  Balaclava  seemed 
to  suggest,  to  the  pouring  of  imported  oil 
into  imported  bottles. 

Mr.  Wynne. — I  did  not  say  that  the 
bottles  were  imported. 

Mr.  WATSON.~In  manv  cases  the 
bottles  are  made  in  Sydney  and  Melbourne. 

Mr.  Harper. — ^Then  there  are  the  labels. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  labels,  the  cases, 
and  the  cartons,  which  are  made  locally. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — And  the  cases  are 
often  made  out  of  imported  timber. 


Mr.  WATSON.— The  mafority  of  the 
cases  used  in  Sydney  are  made  from  timber 
grown  on  the  north  coast  ot  that  State. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — And  we  must  not 
forget  the  corks  and  the  sealing-wax  ! 

Mr.  WATSON.— All  these  things  com- 
bined tend  to  give  employment  to  a  large 
number  of  people. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — ^And  that  was 
done  under  the  old  Tariff, 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  am  aware  of  that.  I 
think  it  is  a  mistake  to  assume  that  we  have 
before  us  in  this  case  merely  a  question  of 
pouring  imported  oil  into  imported  bottles. 
Bottles  are  made  very  largely  in  Australia, 
and  if  we  allow  these  oils  in  bottles  In  at 
a  very  low  duty  that  trade  will  disappear. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [6.24].— It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  we  have  in  this  case  an 
instance  of  protection  run  mad.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  South  Sydney  seems  to 
be  particularly  anxious  about  th^  bottle- 
making  industry. 

Mr.  Watson. — We  shall  deal  later  on 
with  the  item  of  bottles. 

Mr.  PAGE. — If  we  axe  going  to  prote<A 
the  bottle  industry,  why  thtte  hysterics 
about  the  bottles  used  in  the  olive  oil  trade? 
The  imported  olive  dl  and  castor  oil  in 
general  use  is  bottled  in  the  Old  Country 
by  Morton  and  Company.  A  poor  man 
wanting  a  penny  bottle  of  ink  has  now  to 
pay  an  extra  penny  for  it,  because  a  duty 
of  id.  has  been  placed  on  the  bottle. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  is  not  the  question. 
Would  it  not  be  a  good  idea,  Mr.  Chair- 
mnn,  for  the  honorable  member  Xo  confine 
himself  to  the  question  ? 

Mr.  PAGE. — When  the  honorable  mem- 
ber- takes  up  the  cudgels  on  behalf  of  any 
proposal,  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  some- 
thing in  it,  bitf  I  think  it  would  be  mons- 
trous to  put  an  extra  penny  duty  on  every 
bottled  package.  Like  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Macquarie,  I  prefer  that  some  of 
these  oils  should  come  in  free,  and  I  shall 
divide  the  Committee  on  the  question.  I 
fail  to  see  how  the  bottle  industry  in  the 
honorable  member  for  South  Sydney's 
electorate  will  be  affected  by  this  item. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member's  eyesight  is  bad. 

Mr.  PAGE.— The  honorable  member 
does  not  say  that  when  I  vote  with  him.  I 
am  afraid  that,  like  the  Treasurer,  I  am 
getting  one-eved  so  far  as  many  items  are 
concerned.  How  will  it  be  possible  for  the 
importers  to  put  these  oils  era  the  market? 
If  they  have  to  import  the  oil  in  bulk,  they 
will  have  to  erect  refineries  out  here.  When 
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I  ask  for  a  bottle  of  olive  oil  or  tot  a 
bottle  of  castOT  oil,  I  am  prepared  to  take 
only  that  put  up  by  Morton  and  Compuiy. 

Mr.  JossPH  Cook. — The  best  olive  oil 
in  the  world  is  made  in  South  Australia. 

Mr.  PAGE. — ^But  the  producers  will  not 
bottle  it  here;  they  send  it  Hrane  in  bulk, 
and  it  is  imported  in  bottles. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— No  ;  olive  oil 
bottled  in  South  Australia  can  be  obtained. 

Mr.  PAGE.— I  buy  olive  oil  chiefly  to 
grease  my  buggy  wheels.  I  fail  to  see  how 
it  can  be  said  that  this  proposal  will  be  an 
interference  with  the  bottle-making  trade, 
the  printing  industry,  and  the  great  gum 
and  cork  industries. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  must  not  discuss  the  merits  of  other 
industries. 

Mr.  PAGE.— -The  honoraWe  member  for 
South  Sydney  was  allowed  to  do  so. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— He  made  merely 
an  incidental  reference  to  other  industries. 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  did  not  intend  to  do 
more,  and  I  certainly  do  not  wish  to  dis- 
obey your  ruling. 

Sitting  suspended  from  6.30  to  7.45  p.m. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (ParrAmatta) 
£7.45]. — The  hcHwrable  member  for  South 
Sydney  made  some  allusion  to  an  industry 
of  this  kind  carried  on  in  his  old  electorate. 
I  presume  that  the  honorable  member  was 
referring  to  the  State  Agricultural  Farm  at 
Wagga  Wagga.  I  know  of  no  other  place 
in  the  district  where  olives  are  grown.  I 
think  it  may  be  said  of  that  establishment, 
and  of  every  place  in  Australia  where  olives 
are  grown,  that  those  engaged  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  olive  manufacture  the  oil 
and  do  their  own  bottling  as  well.  These 
duties  represent  a  deliberate  attempt  to 
separate  the  processes  followed  in  the  pro- 
duction of  olive  oil.  The  bottling  is  as 
much  a  part  of  the  production  of  olive  oil 
for  commercial  purposes  as  is  tTie  growth  of 
the  olives  for  the  manufacture  of  the  oil. 

Mr.  Carr. — It  is  all  done  in  South  Aus- 
tralia, and  the  dutv  would  not  affect  it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— My  point  is 
that,  in  order  to  make  the  production  of  the 
oil  as  eoHiomical  as  possible,  the  processes 
are  not  separated  anywhere  where  olive  oil 
is  produced.  Here  it  is  proposed  to  sepa- 
rate them  with  the  object  of  giving  a 
few  men  work.  This  wcMiId  necessarily 
make  the  production  of  the  oil  more  ex- 
pensiw,  and  raise  the  cost  to  the  consumer. 
The  Government  proposal  aims  at  some- 
thing against  which  those  who  believe  that 
we  should  make  all  these  things  for  our- 


selves  should  specially  set  their  faces.  Any- 
thing which  leisLds  to  expensive  production 
cannoc  ultimately  benefit  those 'engaged  in 
an  industry,  whether  as  workers  or  as  em- 
ployers. I  think  we  should  oppose  this 
duty  if  for  no  other  reason  than  to  try  to 
force  the  producers  of  olive  m1  to  m»der- 
take  the  whole  of  the  processes  necessary 
to  place  it  on  the  market.  If  the  object  in 
imposing  the  duties  pn^xwed  is  to  cwnpel 
people  not  to  import  oH  in  bottles,  we 
might  go  further,  and  insist  that  oil  im- 
ported in  large  bottles  should  be  taken  out 
of  them  and  bottled  again  in  smaller 
bottles.  Let  honorable  members  consider 
for  a  moment  how  that  would  encourage 
the  bottling  industry. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — If  we  com- 
pelled engines  to  be  imported  in  the  form 
of  pig  iron,  that  vrould  give  more  wwk. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Quite  so;  and 
(Hie  might  multiply  instances  of  the  kind 
indefinitely.  I  am  not  quite  sure  that  the 
honorable  member  fot  Balaclava  did  not 
hit  the  nail  on  the  head  when  be  suggested 
that  the  proper  analogy  was  the  sinking  of 
holes  for  the  purpose  of  filling  them  up 
again  in  order  to  create  work.  If  we  leally 
wished  to  make  work  far  the  bottle-makers 
of  Australia,  perhaps  the  shortest  way 
would  be  to  smash  all  the  bottles  we  have 
here  at  present.  There  would  be  ji:st  as 
much  sense  in  that  as  the  method  selected 
by  the  Government  for  purposes  of  taxa- 
tion in  this  instance.  If  the  bottle  indus- 
try is  to  be  encouraged  by  Parliament,  let 
us  encourage  it  in  a  strai^tfcvward  way 
by  imposing  a  duty  on  bottles,  instead  of 
by  the  intricate  round-about  way  proposed 
by  the  Government.  I  should  like  to  kncnr 
whether  the  Minister  intends  to  adhere  to 
the  exassive  duties  he  has  proposed.  Son* 
of  the  duties  sutunitted  are  absurdly  high, 
and  apparently  they  have  been  sutKnitted 
only  on  the  plea  that  we  should  make  wOrk 
for  Australians.  In  this  young  country,  with 
its  boundless  resources,  virgin  soil,  and  pro- 
ductive capacity,  we  should  be  able  to  turn 
labour  into  more  remunerative  channels  than 
the  mere  bottling  of  oil.  I  hope  the  Min* 
ister  will  consent  to  reduce  these  duties  to 
a  reasonable  rate.  I  think  it  would  be  rea- 
sonable to  put  the  duty  in  paragraph  a  up 
from  6d.  to  pd-i  instead  of  to  xs.  6()*>  as 
proposed  by  the  Minister. 

Mr.  CARR  (Macquarie)  [7.501.-1 
do  not  think  there  is  much  in  the  point 
raised  by  the  honorable  member  as  applied 
to  South  Australian  oils,  because  in  that 
State  the  oil  produced  is  bottled  straight 
away.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  imposition 
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of  a  duty  on  olive  oil,  because  we  can  make 
enough  locaHy  to  supply  the  vhcAe  of  Aus- 
tralia. My  troudile  with  die  Govenunent  is 
that  I  think  there  should  be  no  discrimina- 
tion in  the  duty  levied  as  to  bottles.  The 
duty  should  be  levied  on  bottles  as  bottles, 
without  respect  to  what  they  contain.  I 
am  as  anxious  to  cultivate  the  industry  of 
bottle-making  as  is  the  honorable  member 
for  South  Sydney,  and  as  anxious  to  im- 
pose a  duty  on  oils  that  can  be  produced 
here,  but  I  am  opposed  to  a  revenue  duty 
on  mere  oils.  If  we  were  given  an  oppor- 
tunity to  deal  with  bulk  impcMtattons  first, 
we  should  know  where  we  were.  I  do  not 
object  to  the  imposition  of  a  substantial 
duty  on  the  importation  in  bulk  of  oils  that 
we  can  make  in  Australia,  or  to  a  reason- 
able duty  on  bottles  as  bottles,  which,  of 
course,  would  affect  everything  imported  in 
bottles.  I  ask  the  Government  to  recon- 
sider the  form  in  which  they  have  sub- 
mitted these  duties,  and  give  honorable 
members  an  oppwtunity  to  cast  an  intel- 
ligent vote. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [7-54]  — I  am 
getting  lired  of  this  subject,  but  I  think 
we  might  effect  a  compromise.  There  is 
only  a  difference  of  3d.  between  the  pro- 
posal made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
North  Sydney  and  that  which  I  have  made. 
I  am  willing  that  in  this  case  the  duty  shall 
be  IS.  "under  the  general  Tariff,  and  9d. 
on  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Question— That  after  thefigures"is.6d.," 
paragraph  a,  the  wOTds  "and  on  and  after 
3rd  December,  1907,  per  doz.,  ijd.,"  be  in- 
serted (Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson's  ?mend- 
ment) — put.    The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes      ...  ...  ...  16 

Noes     ■■■  ...  ...  19 


pAUtS. 


Majority 

Archer,  E.  W. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
CooL,  Joseph 
Edwsrds,  R. 
Formt,  Sir  John 
Fra«i,  C.  E. 
ItTine,  W.  H. 
Knoi,  W. 

Catt«,  J.  H. 
Chaotei,  ].  M. 
Chapmao,  AuMia 
Coon.  J. 
Deakin.  A. 
Fi^T,  A. 
Oroom,  L.  E. 
HedgM,  W.  N. 
Lync,  Sir  William 
Hsager,  S. 


Ateb. 

Page.  J. 
bampson,  S. 
Thomson,  Dui;alc] 
Willtt.  W.  H. 
Wynne,  A. 

Atkinson,  L. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 

Noes. 

Palmer,  A.  C. 
Quick,  Sir  Juha 
Storier,  D. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watson.  J.  C. 
Webster.  W. 
Wise.  G.  H. 

TelJert: 
Cook,  Hume. 
Crooch,  R.  A. 


Kellv,  W.  H. 
Fyslj,  Sir  Philip 
Liddell,  F. 
Willis,  Henry 
Brown,  Thomas 
Sntth*  Bruce 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
WilMO,  J.  C. 
Mahon,  H. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Poynton,  A. 
Oiynn,  P.  McM. 
Livingston,  J. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
McWilliamt,  W.  J. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 


Kingston,  C.  C. 
Harper,  R. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Thomson.  John 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Mall,  D.  R. 
Ham  ford,  F.  W. 
Watkins.  D. 
Spcncc,  W.  G. 
Thomas,  J. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Matlwws,  J. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Batchelor,  E.  I.. 
Maloncy,  W.  R.  X. 
O'Mallev,  King 
McDongall,  J.  K. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.    Stokser)  agreed 


That  after  the  figures  "  is.  6d.,"  paragraph  a, 
the  words  "  and  on  and  after  3rd  December* 
1907.  per  dozen  (General  TarifT),  is. ;  (United 
Kingdom),  gd.,"  be  inserted. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.2]. — I  will  takt  die  dedsion  on 
paragraph  a  as  the  decision  of  the  Coai- 
mittee  with  regard  to  paragra[^s  b  to  e, 
and  will  propose  duties  in  proportion.  I 
move — 

That  after  the  figures  "38.,"  paragraph  b, 
the  worda  "ud  on  and  after  3rd  December, 
1907,  per  dosen  (General  Tariff),  as.;  (United 
Kingdom),  is.  6d.,"  be  inserted. 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Amt^dments  (by   Sir  William  Lyme) 

agreed  to — 

That  after  the  figures  "  6s.,"  paragraph  c, 
the  words  "  and  on  and  after  3id  December, 
1907,  per  dozen  (Geaerat  Tariff),  41. ;  (United 
Kingdom),  3s.,"  be  inserted. 

That  after  the  fignres  *'  las.,"  paragraph  d, 
the  words  *'  and  00  and  after  3rd  December. 
1907,  per  dozen  (Genera!  Tariff),  8b.  ;  (United 
Kingdom),  6s.,"  be  inserted. 

That  after  the  figures  "4s.,"  paragraph  E, 
the  words  "  and  on  and  after  3rd  December, 
1907,  per  yal.  (General  Tariff),  *».  8d. ;  (United 
Kingdom),  as.,"  be  inserted. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.5]- — I  move — 

That  after  the  word  "seed,"  paragraph  f,  the 
words  "and  China"  be  inserted. 

Mr.  Page. — China  oil  is  used  as  a  lubri- 
cant. The  Minister  has  given  us  no  ex- 
planation of  why  he  has  taken  it  out  of 
paragraph  j. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  propose  to 
put  China  oil  in  this  paragraf^,  because 
it  has  come  into  competition  with  olive  oil 
.for  edible  purposes,  in  the^ame  way  as 
has  cotton  seed  oil. 

Mr.  Wynne.— What  is  it  made  fitifi? 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  think  it  is 
made  from  peanuts.  The  importaticxis 
during  the  years  1903  to  1905  were  con- 
siderw)le.  "fhe  following  are  the  figures — 
'903— ;£2i,869;  1904,  ;^;i7.S97  i  ^90S> 
^21,784,  so  that  the  quantity  is  fairly 
constant. 

M  r.  JOS  E  PH  COOK  (ParramatU) 
[8.7]. — China  oil  is  used  as  an  illuminant 
This  is  ft  very  heavy  tax  <m  miners  and 
others  who  use  it  i<x  their  lamps.  All 
the  ooal  miners  use  it  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Harper. — ^Tliey  use  denaturated  oil, 
which  is  free; 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Is  that  quite 
clear? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.8]. — There  is  a  footnote  as  fol- 
lows— 

When  the  Departroeot  ia  in  doubt  as  to  the 
exact  nature  of  any  oil  so  described  it  shall 
be  denaturated  in  accordance  with  the  depart- 
mental by-laws. 

That  is  what  is  done  if  this  oil  is  required 
for  the  purpose  to  which  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  refers.  It  then 
comes  in  free,  and  the  miners  pay  no  duty 
on  it.  But  the  Department  has  to  be 
sure  that  it  is  g<nng  to  be  used  for  that 
purpose; 

Mr.  HARPER  (Memda)  [8.9].— China 
oil  is  a  highly  refined  oil.  It  is  c[uite  true 
that  it  is  used  by  miners  in  their  lamps. 
When  the  last  Tariff  was  passed,  it  was 
admitted  at  a  low  rate  of  duty  for  that 
reason,  but  it  was  discovered  immediately 
afterwards  that  that  oil,  which  formerly 
was  somewhat  crude,  was  being  highly  re- 
fined and  used  for  the  same  purposes  as 
were  olive  oil  and  cotton-seed  oil.  It  ought 
therefcve  to  be  in  the  same  categwy.  The 
denaturated  c»l  is  admitted  free  for  use  in 
lamps. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[8.11]. — I  move — 

That  after  the  figuiea  "as.."  paragraph  H, 
the  wordi  "  and  on  and  after  3rd  December, 
too7>  per  gallon,  tt.  4d.,"  be  inserted. 

Even  if  this  reduction  be  made,  olive  oil 
will  get  a  very  stiff  protecticm,  whilst,  in 
addition,  we  have  recently  passed  a  very 
substantial  bounty  for  its  production.  On 
the  whole,  the  olive  oil  industry  is  doing 
very  well  without  the  imposition  of  further 
duties. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [8.12]. 
— The  Tariff  CtHnmission's  recommendation 
of  a  duty  of  2S.  a  gallcHi  on  olive  oil 
should  be  adhered  to.  The  honorable 
member  ior  Parramatta  is  quite  •»Waken 


in  regard  to  the  bounty  on  olive  «1.  The 
Attorney -General,  who  was  m  charge  <rf 
the  Bounties  Bill,  confirms  my  recollectioa 
that  the  item  was  struck  out  of  the  BUL 

Mr.  Groom. — Yes ;  and,  on  the  strength 
of  that,  boimties  for  the  production  of  two 
or  three  other  oils  were  also  rejected. 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  is  therefore  hardly 
fair  to  urge  the  bounty  which  the  manu- 
facturers did  not  get  as  a  reason  for  re- 
ducing the  duty. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  has  a  very  stiff 
protection  without  that. 

Mr.  WATSON.^I  do  not  think  so,  in 
view  of  the  value  of  olive  oil,  and  of  tbe 
fact  that  Australia  can  produce  so  much 
of  it. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  £8.13].— I 
should  like  to  know  definitely  whether  the 
bounty  proposed  fw  oHve  oil  was  struck 
out? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  was  struck  out 
in  this  House. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [8.16].— 
The  duty  proposed  on  lubricating  mineral 
oil  in  ^e  general  Tariff  is  3^d.  per  gal- 
lon ;  and  I  think  that  the  Government 
might  very  well  forego  the  farthing.  Hav- 
ing regard  to  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
the  lubricating  oil  produced  in  Australia, 
3d.  per  gallon  represents  a  very  substantial 
protection,  and  I  ask  the  Minister  to  fix  tbe 
duty  at  that  amount.  This  mineral  lubri- 
cating oil  is  quite  distinct  from  olive  oil, 
being  extensively  used  wherever  engines  and 
machinery  are  required. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNB. — I  feel  very  much 
disposed  to  make  the  duty  6d.  per  gallrai. 

Mr.  Watson. — This  is  a  very  good  New 
South  Wales  industry. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— If  it  is  a  good  New 
South  Wales  industry  I  suppose  we  may 
regard  the  matter  as  settled,  so  far  as  any 
hope  of  a  reduction  in  the  duty  is  con- 
cerned. Honorable  memlberis  just  now 
were  very  emthusiastiq  in  folknring  tbe 
reoommendaticHi  of  the  Tariff  Ommis- 
sion  in  the  case  of  olive  oil}  and  I  may 
remind  them  that  tbe  Commission  in  tKe 
case  of  lubricating  c»l  recommended  a  duty 
of  3d.  per  gallon. 

Mr.  Livingston. — ^A  large  quantity  of 
olive  oil  is  produced  in  Australia. 

Mr.  FRAZER — Quite  so;  but  tbe  case 
of  lubricating  mineral  oil  is  quite  differ- 
ent. 

Mr.  CARR  macquape)  J^jpjjjj-I  am 
surprised  to  heaP'4fii^4tttiW^(yV^finber  for 
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Kalgoorlie  say  that  mineral  lubricating  oil 
cannot  be  produced  in  Australia. 

Mr.  Frazer. — I  did  not  say  that. 
Mr.  CARR.— The   honorable  member 
said  that  he  did  not  know  of  any  that  was 
produced  here.     However,  I  may  infcom 
hootuable  members  diat  a  considerable 
quantity  of  lubricating  mineral  oil  is  pro- 
duced m  Australia.   One  company  in  my 
electorate  is  producing  this  ml  from  kero- 
SGie  shale,  and  several  other  companies  are 
likely  to  be  soon  in  operation.  Several  large 
leases  of  shale  country,  comprising  some 
20,000  acres  each,  have  been  taken  up  in  the 
Blue  Mountains  district,  and  the  enterprise 
is  likely  to  supply  all  the  oil  required  in 
this  oduntry.      The  Comnwiwealth  Oil 
Company  turns  out  black  and  blue  oils, 
which  are  equivalent  to  solar,  residual,  and 
lubricating  oils,  to  the  amoimt  of  about 
3,000.000  gallons  per  annum,   and  it  is 
hoped  that  that  output  will  be  increased  to 
5,000,000  or  6,000,000  gallons  at  the  end 
of  this  or  the  beginning  of  next  year. 
Such  enterprise  is  entitled  to  some  conside- 
ration when  we    are   dealing    with  the 
Tariff;  and  the  present  dutv.  I  may  say, 
is  not  sufficient  to  deter  foreign  manufac- 
turers from  dumping  their  product  here. 
The      local      manufacturers     are  quite 
satisfied    with    the    price    of    from  is. 
3d.    to      2S.    per    gallon,    but  there 
is  always    a    danger    that    when  they 
.come  into  competition,  the  foreign  manu- 
facturers may  cut  prices.      Specific  cases 
have  been   brought  under  my   notice,  in 
which  local  companies  have  lost  tenders  by 
this  cutting  on  the  part  of  foreign  pro- 
ducers; and  this  has  gone  on  to  such  an 
extent  that  the  posUion  has  had  to  be 
seriously  considered.     The  Standard  Oil 
Company,  and  the  companies  of  Sumatra 
and  other  places,  are  able  to  produce  so 
cheaply  that  they  can  afford  to  cut  prices. 
I  wish  to  emj^asize  .the  point  that  prices 
are  not  cut  in  the  ordinary  way  of  busi- 
ness, but  fMily  when  these  foreign  maiiu- 
facturers  are  called  upon  to  tender  against 
local    people.      If    these    oil  deposits 
are   to    be    developed,    our    own  peo- 
ple   must    be  prelected    against  unfair 
competition ;    because,     if   the  foreign 
producers    succeed    in    disabling  the 
local  industrjr,  the  people  of  Australia  will 
ultimately  have  to  pay  the  piper.    In  mv 
opinion,  nothing  less  than  6d.  per  gallon 
will  be  of  any  material  asnstance ;  and  such 
a  dutv  would  not  have  the  effect  of  increas- 
ing the  price  to  the  consumer.     All  that 
the  local  producers  desire  is  to  be  assured 


of  the  local  market  at  present  rates.  I 
may  say  that  the  total  importation  into 
Australia  is  about  4,000,000  gallons  of 
heavy  cdls,  including  lubricating,  solar, 
and  readual  oils  and  spirit  such  as 
naphtha,  benrine,  and  motor  spirit.  It 
will  thus  be  seen  that  our  output  of  ral 
is  now  nearly  equal  to  Australia's  require- 
m^ts,  and  will  greatly  exceed  that  quan- 
tity a  few  months  hence.  The  honwable, 
member  for  Kalgoorlie  seemed  to  think 
that  the  manufacture  of  lutn-icating  mineral 
oils  in  Australia  is  a  negligible  quantity- 
Mr.  Frazer. — I  never  said  anything  of 
the  kind. 

Mr.  CARR.— The  honorable  member 
referred  to  the  industry  as  practically  non- 
existent; but  I  suppose  he  is  making  a 
special  plea  on  bdialf  of  the  miners  of 
Western  Australia.  I  may  say  that  the 
oil  companies  in  my  electorate  employ 
some  1,300  men,  and  pay  about  ^^13,000 
in  %vages  every  mwith. 

Mr.  Hepges. — But  these  men  are  em- 
ployed in  building  a  railway. 

Mr.  CARR. — Only  a  small  number  of 
them  are  employed  on  the  building  of  the 
railway ;  and  a  railway  must  be  built  be- 
fore the  shale  can  be  got  to  market.  This 
is  one  of  the  largest  industries  in  Austra- 
lia at  the  present  time,  and  is  well  worthy 
of  consideration ;  and,  were  it  not  for  un- 
fair ownpetition,  I  should  not  be  now 
pleading  for  an  increase  in  the  duty.  The 
oil  companies  have  undertaken  additional 
work,  with  a  view  to  protection  under  the 
Tariff;  and  I  hope  that  those  interested 
will  not  be  disappcnnted. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.23]. — I  move — 

That  the  words  "  including  Cloth  Oil,"  para- 
^raph  u,  be  left  out. 

I  propose  to  put  this  oil  under  item  235, 
and  thus  make  it  free. 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Mr.    JOSEPH    COOK  (Parramatta) 

[8.25]. — I  move — 

That  after  the  figure  "3d.,"  paragraph  o,  the 
words  **  aod  on  and  after  3rd  December,  1907, 
free,"  be  inserted. 

I  do  not  suppose  there  is  much  need  to  de- 
bate this  proposal ;  and  I,  therefore,  con- 
tent myself  by  simply  moving  it. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [8.26].— I 
should  like  to  know  what  attitude  the  Go- 
vermnent  propose  to  take  on  this  amend- 
ment.   For  my  part,  I  am  going  to  sup- 
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Mr.  CHANTER.— I  think  this  is  a  very 
justifiiUjle  duty,  and  if  we  strike  it  out 
we  shall  simply  play  into  the  hands  of 
the  great  Standard  Oil  Trust.  Much 
capital  is  already  invested  in  Melbourne  in 
this  industry ;  arid  I,  alcHig  with  other  hon- 
orable members,  have  visited  the  works 
of  the  British  Imperial  Oil  Company,  and 
seen  the  whole  process.  Employment  is 
given  to  a  large  number  of  men,  and  the 
whole  of  the  tins  and  cases  requited  an 
manufa<^red  on  the  spot.  I  saw  the  ml 
tested,  and  since  then  I  have  used  it  in 
my  own  home,  and  found  it  smcAeless  and 
quite  equal  to  an  incandescent  gas.  The 
British  Imperial  Oil  Company,  to  which 
I  refer,  has  made  as  good  a  fight  as  it 
possibly  oHild  against  the  laigest  Trust  in 
the  world;  and  I  pomt  out  that  the  duty 
is  not  really  on  the  oil,  but  on  the  tins 
and  cases.  The  oil  is  imported  by  this 
company  in  bulk  from  Gxeat  Britain,  and 
not  from  America. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Not  from 
Great  Britain. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— From  within  the 
Empire. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — From  Borneo. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  companv  did 
import  some  oil  frcun  Russia,  but  that  im- 
portation is  not  going  cHi  now,  because  the 
quality  of  the  oil  was  found  to  be  so  bad 
as  to  damage  the  trade. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Here  is  a  protec- 
tionist suppmting  the  Mack  labour  of 
Borneo  t 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  am  supporting  the 
white  labour  of  Australia.  This  oil  is  im- 
ported in  bulk,  and  pumped  from  the  ships 
into  tanks  of  about  1,000.000  gallons  capa- 
city, at  the  works  at  Williamstown.  Con- 
siderable employment  is  given,  and  the  oil 
is  sold  at  twopence  less  .per  gallon  than 
the  oil  of  the  Standard  Oil  Trust.  I 
understand  that  not  only  Mr.  Campbell, 
but  several  others,  came  out  from  America 
and  distributed  themselves  o\er  Australia, 
on  behalf  of  the  Standard  Oil  Companv, 
and  endeavoured  to  bring  about  the  de- 
feat of  the  Britisih  Imperial  Oil  Company. 
That  is  their  object,  and  if  once  thev 
achieve  it  every  settler  in  the  back  blocks 
will  be  compelled  to  pay  considerably  more 
for  his  kerosene  than  he  has  paid  hitherto. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Who  is  at  the  back  of 
the  British  Imperial  Oil  Company?  Is  it 
not  Rothschild? 

Mr.  CHANTER.~A  great  section  of 
the  Australian  people  are  behind  that  com- 
pany. 


Mr.  Frazer.— They  will  help  Roths- 
child, I  suppose,  in  preference  to  Rocke- 
feller, and  feel  quite  interested  in  doing 
so? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Is  not  Rothschild  in- 
terested in  the  Standard  Oil  Trust?  Far- 
ther, that  Trust  has  instituted  a  system  of 
rebates  or  secret  commissions,  against  which 
this  Parliament  has  legislated.  They  have 
offered  a  rebate  to  the  retailers  throughout 
the  Cnmnonwealth  to  mduce  th^  to  dis- 
pose of  no  oil  other  than  that  produced 
by  them.  The  British  Imperial  Oil 
Company,  on  the  other  hand,  provide  em- 
ployment for  Australian  workmen.  If  the 
present  duty  be  removed  these  persons  will 
be  thrown  out  of  employment,  and  only 
the  Standard  Oil  Trust  will  be  benefited.' 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Will  not  the 
British  Imperial  Company  still  have  to 
oMnpete  with  the  Standard  Oil  Trust  in 
other  parts  of  the  world  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— At  the  present  time 
that  company  is  chiefly  interested  in  AuS' 
tralia. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — It  does  a  far 
bigger  business  outside  the  Coimnon wealth. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Surelv  we  ought  to 
stand  by  the  British  Imperial  Oil  Com- 
pany, and  refuse  to  allow  it  to  be  crushed 
by  the  greatest  combine  in  the  world? 

Mr.  BowDEN. — It  will  not  be  cnubed  if 
it  loses  the  Australian  trade. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— May  I  remind  the 
honorable  member  that  the  annual  impor- 
tation of  kerosene  into  the  Commonwealth 
amounts  to  over  16,000,000  gallons.  That 
would  be  a  very  good  trade  for  this  par- 
ticular company  to  secure. 

Mr.  Groom. — But  there  are  other  com; 
panics  in  existence  in  New  South  Wales.  ' 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Then  why  not 
protect  them  by  means  of  a  duty? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  duty  is  not  upon 
the  oil,  but  upon  the  cases,  and  the  tins 
which  contain  it  I  sincerely  trust  that 
the  Committee  will  show  that  it  has  the 
welfare  of  Australian  industries  at  heart, 
and  tiiat  it  will  do  what  it  can  to  cripple 
the  operations  in  the  Commonwealth  of  the 
great  Standard  Oil  Trust. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalle>)  [8.36].— The  hon- 
orable member  for  Riverina  grew  verv 
heated  o\er  two  of  the  most  powerful 
trusts  in  existence.  They  are  both  poor 
devils,  and  I  only  wish  that  I  had  half 
of  thar  disease.  It  is  true  that  the  Bri- 
tish Imperial  Oil  Company  brings  oil  to 
Australia  in  tank  steamersf  but  w^  Jabonr 
does  it  employ  ?>^'9'WyVHp^g8se  of 
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-disdiargin^  the  cargo  of  one  of  these  ves- 
x\s  a  fair-nzed  pump  and  two  Malays 
will  su£Sce.  But  it  costs  the  Standard 
Oil  Trust  about  /".Soo  to  diacha^  a 
^ioiilar'  quantity  of  oil.  The  latter  un- 
doubtedly provides  more  employment  in 
Australia  tbao  does  the  fOTmer.  I  have 
jseen  the  British  Imperial  Company's  tank 
steamers  imloading  in  Port  Jackson,  and 
all  the  labour  that  they  employed  was  two 
Malays  

Mr.  Chanter.— The  honorable  member 
has  been  absolutely  misinformed. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  have  seen  what  I  de- 
scribe with  my  own  eyes. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  honcwable  member 
has  not  seen  Malays  pumping. 

Mr.  WILKS,— If  they  were  not  Malays, 
they  were  Asiatics  of  a  low  t)pe.  The 
labour  carried  by  these  vessels  is  the  lowest 
paid  in  the  world.  I  support  the  pro* 
posat  of  the  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta  to  admit  the  oils  specified  in  para- 
graph o  free  of  duty. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^What  I  am  con- 
cerned about  is  the  oxnpany  whicfa  .is 
producing  oil  here. 

Mr.  WILKS.— A  duty  of  3d.  per  gallon 
will  not  help  that  company. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  will  be  of  no  use 
whatever. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  say  that  the  tranship- 
ment of  tiimed  kerosene  provides  mc»e 
emplovment  in  the  Cwnmonwealth  than 
4]oes  the  transhipmoit  of  oil  in  bulk  from 
tank  steamers. 

Mr.  PALMER  (Echuca)  [8.41].— This 
matter  has  been  discussed  as  though  it 
affected  only  the  interests  of  two  com- 
panies— — 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — They  mesmerize 
the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  Treasurer  sug- 
gests that  we  are  influenced  by  the  Stan- 
dard Oil  Trust.  That  is  an  infamous  thing 
to  say.    I  ask  that  it  be  withdrawn. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  withdraw  the  re- 
mailc  if  it  is  considered  objectionable. 

Mr.  PALMER.— The  proposed  tax  on 
kerosene,  which  is  one  of  the  most  un- 
popular duties  in  the  schedule,  will 
bear  very  heavily  upcm  the  public 
Kerosene '  is  very  laig^y  used  in  nearly 
every  household  in  the  country,  and 
oil  of  the  best  quality  must  be  ob- 
tained. It  may  be  very  well  to  suggest  that 
ooe  oil  is  aa  good  as  another,  but  in  my  own 
household  they  will  not  use  any  but  the 
best  oil,  because  inferior  oil  gives  off  a 
aaake  which  is  objectionable  fnxn  a  health 


point  of  view,  and  blackens  the  ceilii^ 
In  my  opinim,  a  duty  of  3d.  per  gall(»i  on 
oil  impMted  in  tins  containing  less  than 

10  gallons  would  not  secure  the  object  in 
view.  The  effect  of  that  duty  will  be  that 
the  Standard  Oil  Trust  will  import  its  oil 
in  bulk,  with  the  result  that  there  will  be 
a  diminution  of  the  labour  employed  here 
in  c(»inexion  with  its  landing  and  distribu- 
tion. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — There  is  more  emplov- 
ment  given  in  the  handling  of  the  cases 
than  would  be  created  by  the  tinning  and 
the  casing  of  the  oil  here. 

Mr.  PALMER.— Undoubtedly  there  is. 
If  more  oil  were  imported  in  bulk,  less  em- 
ployment would  be  given  locally.  The  im- 
portation of  the  oil  in  tins  has  become  al- 
most necessary,  because  it  is  so  omvenient, 
and  the  public  are,  by  long  usage,  so  accus- 
tcmied  to  it.  In  the  interests  of  the  people 
and  of  the  great  mining  community  we 
should  restore  kerosene  to  the  free  list. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [8.43].— 
The  honorable  member  for  Riverina  stated 
that  he  is  in  favour  of  a  White  Australia ; 
but  the  company  which  he  says  should 
Iving  oil  to  Australia  produces  it  by  the 
aid  oi  black  labour,  employing  only  ten 
white  persons? 

Mr.  Chanter. — ^Where? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— In  Sumatra. 

Mr.  Chanter. — How  many  white  men 
are  there  at  their  works  at  Williamstown? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— Practically  all  the 
labour  employed  in  the  producticxi  of  the 

011  is  black  labour.  It  may  be  all  very 
well  for  places  like  Sydney  or  Mdboume 
to  have  oil  brought  in  bulk ;  but  in  places 
like  Fremantle  and  Brisbane,  it  is  more 
convenient  to  have  it  broi^ht  in  tins,  be- 
cause it  enj^les  vessels  to  ccmae  with  a  part 
cargo  of  kerosene  and  loaded  up  with  other 
goods  on  which  only  reasonable  freights 
are  charged,  because  of  the  profit  made  on 
the  carriage  of  the  kerosene.  The  lionor- 
able  member  for  Macquarie  spoke  about 
voting  for  the  duty  because  oil  is  produced 
here,  but  his  figures  were  somewhat  ccmfus- 
ing.  He  said  that  there  are  1,300  men  em- 
ployed by  the  Commonwealth  Oil  Company. 
Assuming  that  they  are  paid  los.  a  day 
each,  the  company's  daily  wages'-sheet 
shows  a  payment  of  £650^  or  a  yearly  ex- 
penditure of  ^^195,000.  But  thdr  output 
of  oil,  he  says,  is  3,000,000  gallons  per 
aimum^  so  that  the  labour  cost  is  about 
IS.  4d.  per  gallon.  Yet,  in  spite  of  that, 
be  says  that  the  company  would  be  satis- 
fied if  it  were  getting  about  is.  4d.  a 
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gallon  for  its  oil.  Figures  like  those  are 
quite  unconvincing.  I  shall  vote  to  make 
kerosene  duty  free. 

Mr.    MATHEWS    (Melbourne  Ports) 
[8.46]. — The  party  to  which  I  belong  has 
always  voted   against  the   imposition  of 
duties  on  kerosoie  and  tea,  because  those 
commodities  are  so  largely  used  by  the 
working  classes.  I  am  entirely  opposed  to 
increasing  the  taxaticxi  of  those  who  can 
least  afford  to  pay  taxes.    I  feel  convinced 
that  the  imposition  of  a  duty  of  3d.  per 
gallon  on  oil  imported  in  tins  will  not  make 
that  oil  any  dearer  to  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia-   It  will,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  le^en 
its  price.   Of  course,  some  honorable  mem- 
bers laugh   at   this  statement,  but  they 
laugh,    too,  when   evidence    is  produced 
showing  that  the  effect  of   duties  upon 
goods  which  can  be  manufactured  here  has 
been,  by  increasing  the  local  cwnpetition, 
to  lower  prices.   We,  in  Australia,  know  of 
the  wide  ramifications  of  the  great  Standard 
Oil  Trust,  which  has  now  such  a  hold  upon 
the  kerosene  trade  of  the  world  that  it  can 
dictate  to  buyers  and  sellers  alike  the  con- 
ditims  under  which  this  commodity  must 
be  traded  in.    Until  within  the  last  seven 
years  the  Trust  had  no  c(»npetitor  in  Aus- 
tralia.     I    have    little    sympathy  with 
the  British  Imperial  Oil  Trust,  whether 
it  is  or  is  not   run   by   the  Rothschilds. 
But   if    the   two    trusts   are  sharks  it 
is   better    to   keep    them   employed  in 
Australia    fighting   each   other   than  to 
give   the  whole   field   to  <xie   of  them. 
No  doubt  I  may  lose  votes  by  supporting 
the  duty  on  oil  imported  in  tins;  but  that 
consideration  weighs  little  with  me  when 
I  know  my  cause  to  be  just.   We  have  been 
told  that  less  employment  will  be  given  if 
oil  be  imported  in  bulk  than  is  given  now» 
when  it  is  brought  here  in  tins;  but  it  is 
not  necessary  to  disprove  a  statement  of 
that  kind.    My  common  sense  tells  me  that 
twice,  if  not  three  times,  as  much  employ- 
ment will  be  given  in  Australia  if  the  oil 
comes  here  in  bulk,  to  be  tinned  and  cased 
locally,  than  is  given  now,  when  it  cwnes 
in  tins.    The  representatives  of  Western 
Atistralia  are  opposed  to  this  duty,  but 
apparently  they  are  not  aware  that  the 
Standard  Oil  Company  charges  50  per  cent, 
more  for  kerosene  in   Western  Australia 
than  in  Vict(ma.   But  if  the  pn^x)8ed  duty 
is  imposed,  and  the  British- Imperial  Oil 
Company  opens  works  at  Freraantle,  the 
price  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company's  oil 
will  be  reduced  to  meet  the  competition. 
While  the  Standard  oil  is  now  being  sold 


in  Victoria  at  8s.   a-  case,  it  is  sold  in 
Western  Australia  for  anything  between 
ICS.  and  12s.  a  case. 
Mr.  Hedges. — No. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  have  positive 
proof  of  it. 

Mr.  Hedges. — If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's other  statements  are  no  better  than 
that,  they  are  worth  nothing. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Fremantle  on  one  occasion  made  a 
speech  full  of  what  he  said  were  facts, 
though  no  (Hie  would  accept  than  as  such, 
and  his  statements,  having  been  disproved, 
he  wishes  to  disprove  mine.  Honorable 
members  are  very  ready  to  profess  them- 
selves eager  to  reduce  the  price  of  kerosene 
in  the  interests  of  the  poor  worker ;  but  I 
ask  free-traders,  who  say  that  competitiMi 
is  the  soul  of  business,  whether  prices  will 
not  be  lower  with  cc»npetition  in  the  field 
than  if,  by  the  taking  off  of  the  duty,  it  is 
brought  to  an  end  ? 

Mr.  EDWARDS  (Oxley)  [8.53].— When 
the  last  Tariff  was  before  the  House,  every 
member  of  the  Labour  Par^  tried  man- 
fully to  bring  about  what  was  termed  a 
free  breakfast  table,  and  to  secure  the  free 
importatkm  of  kerosene;  but  on  this  occa- 
sion none  of  them  has  raised  his  voice  in 
the  interests  of  the  workinj?  man.  They 
appear  to  have  lost  all  coocern  in  him. 
The  imposition  of  a  paltry  duty  of  3d.  per 
gallon  has  been  proposed  to  protect  a  local 
mdustry,  it  is  said.  But  it  will  have  no 
such  effect.  If  the  local  industry  is  to  be 
protected,  the  duty  must  be  much  higher. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  kerosene  should  be  ad- 
mitted duty  free.  No  class  uses  more 
kerosene  than  does  the  working  class,  and 
it  will  have  to  pay  this  duty,  if  it  be  im- 
posed. 

Mr.  Chanter. — If  the  dutv  be  not  im- 
posed, competitiOTJ  will  be  crushed  out,  and 
the  workers  will  have  to  pay  more  for  their 
oil. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.—I  regret  that  the  Go- 
vernment is  neglecting  the  interests  of  the 
working  man,  which  they  profess  to  studv. 
I  shall  vote  for  free  kerosene. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [8.55].— 
As  I  have  paired  on  this  question,  I  wi^  to 
explain  my  position  in  regard  to  the  pro- 
pcfial  of  the  Govenmient.  I  am  in  ^vour 
of  the  duty,  because  I  wish  to  keep  down 
the  price  of  kerosene  to  the  ccmsumos.  I 
have  gone  carefully  into  the  whole  matter, 
and  am  ctmvinced,  frwn  inquiries  I  have 
made,  and  from  my  visits  to  the  Williams- 
town  works— I  shall  not  weary  honorable 
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members  1^  detailing  all  that  I  have  seen 
and  heard— that  the  result  of  doing  away 
with  the  small  duty  proposed  will  be  to 
incxease  the  price  of  knosene.  The 
statement  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Dailey,  that  less  employment  will  be  given 
if  oil  be  imported  in  bulk,  is  wide  of  the 
mark.  He  has  not  taken  into  account  all 
the  labour  employed,  not  only  in  pumping 
the  «1  fr(wn  the  ships  to  the  factory-,  and 
in  filling  the  tins,  but  in  providing  and  pre- 
paring the  wood  for  the  cases,  and  in  mak- 
ing the  cases  and  tins,  to  sav  nothing  of 
carting.  If  the  dutv  be  not  imposed,  the 
onlv  real  competitor  which  the  Standard 
Oil  Trust  has  in  Australia  will  be  crushed 
out,  when  an  increase  in  the  price  of  kero- 
sene will  follow. 

Mr.  Palher. — The  price  of  oil  has  gone 
up  3d.  since  the  duty  was  imposed 

Mr.  SALMON. — The  honorable  member 
for  Ediuca  said  he  would  stand  by  the  re- 
commendaticms  of  the  Tariff  Commission, 
and  the  proposal  of  the  Government  is 
based  on  erne  of  the  Commission's  recom- 
mendations. If  he  votes  against  the  dutv, 
he  will  do  what  be  has  professed  himself 
amdous  to  avoid  doing,  he  will  make  it 
necessary  for  the  people  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts to  pay  more  for  their  kerosene  two 
years  hence  than  they  are  paying  now. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN  (Indi)  [8.57]— 
Ad  attempt  has  been  made  to  prove  that 
the  duty  is  protective  in  its  inddmce,  but, 
in  my  opinion,  it  is  not.  We  have  been 
piling  up  duties  to  an  enormous  extent.  Tliat 
is  proved  by  the  returns  presented  to-day, 
which  show  that  in  five  months  the  revenue 
has  been  increased  bv  between  __^8oo,ooo 
and  ^900,000  over  the  normal  returns. 
There  may  be  some  truth  in  the  statement 
that  the  British-Imperial  Oil  Company  has 
lost  a  lot  of  money  here.  It  has  been  spoken 
of  as  the  Rothsdiild  Company,  while  the 
Standard  Oil  Trust  is  knowri  as  one  of 
Rodtefeller's  combinatimis.  They  Are  two 
of  the  wealthiest  oompanies  in  the  world, 
and  we  may  very  well  let  them  look  after 
themselves.  But  I  do  not  wish  to  wreck 
the  prosperity  of  this  country  bv  the  im- 
pontion  of  duUes  which  are  too  heavy.  If 
I  tiwug^t  that  the  pn^nsed  duty  would 
reallv  be  protective,  and  would  give  a  lar^e 
amount  of  labour,  I  should  vote  for  it. 
But  I  think  that  it  will  have  no  protective 
inddenoe,  and,  in  view  of  the  state  of  the 
rcTenue,  and  the  large  amount  of  taxation 
which  the  public  is  now  bein^  called  upon 
to  bear,  we  should  not  continue  to  heap 
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taxes  upcxi  the  people.  Therefore  I  shall 
vote  to  make  kerosene  free. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [9.0].— I 
think  that  before  we  eo  to  a  vote  we  should 
hear  the  views  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Bendigo,  because  this  duty  has  been  recom- 
mended by  the  A  section  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
missicxi,  and  is  no  doubt  supported  by  good 
evidence.  I  feel  very  str(xigly  on  this 
item  because  I  am  quite  in  accord  with  the 
views  of  the  honorable  member  for  Laane- 
coorie.  I  challenge  the  honwable  member 
for  Fremantle  to  denv  that  since  the  British 
Imperial  Oil  Companv  began  th«r  opera- 
tions here  the  price  of  kerosene  oil  has  been 
reduced  to  the  people  of  Australia. 

Mr.  Hedges. — No;  the  iprice  has  gone 
up,  as  I  shaJl  prove  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  challenge  the  hon- 
orable member  to  prove  that  the  price  has 
gone  up.  I  object  to  the  statement  that 
onlv  two  or  three  men  are  emploved  bv  the 
company  at  Williamstown,  because,  includ- 
ing the  distributers,  400  persons  are  em- 
ploved in  connexion  with  those  works  alone. 
I  am  talking  not  of  what  I  have  heard,  but 
of  what  I  have  seen. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  seems  to  be  excited. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  am  exdted  because 
I  am  surprised  to  find  that  when  a  British 
companv — and  I  do  not  care  if  they  have 
behind  them  all  the  Rothschilds — are  try- 
ing to  fight  the  biggest  Trust  in  the  world 
— an  octopus  which  has  its  tentacles  on 
the  trade  and  canmerce  of  Australia — 
honorable  members  seem  inclined  to  brush 
on  one  side  their  request  for  a  little  help  to 
sustain  them  in  an  industry  which  is  giving 
employment  to  Australians,  and  to  sav, 
"  Oh,  only  two  or  three  wharf  laborers  will 
^et  more  work  if  we  remove  this  dutv." 
Will  the  honorable  member  for  Dallev  say 
how  manv  men  would  get  employment  in 
supplying  the  wood  and  in  making  tins  and 
boxes  if  the  whole  of  the  16,000.000  gal- 
lons of  kerosene  were  imported  in  bulk  and 
tinned  here? 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  honorable  member  for- 
got to  include  the  persons  who  burn  the  oil. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  have  burned  both 
kinds  of  kerosene  oil.  The  oil  of  the 
British  Imperial  Oil  Companv  if  tested  on 
the  table  to-night,  would  produce  as  bril- 
liant a  light  without  smoke  as  would  the 
other  oil, 

Mr.  WiLKS.-  -No[jjg^cf^*iik)©^"f 
the  chamber. 
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Mr.  CHANTER.— The  company  have 
candidly  admitted  that  they  got  from  Rus- 
sia one  shipment  which  was  very  unsatis- 
factory because  it  smoked ;  hot  the  oil 

which  thev  are  now  importing  and  intend 
to  import  in  the  future  is  perfectly  clear, 
and  gives  a  light  as  bright  as  does  an  in- 
candescent gas  light,  and,  moreover,  it  is 
2d.  a  giillon  cheaper  to  the  consumer  than 
is  the  American  oil.  Why  should  we  force 
the  consumers  to  pav  2d.  a  gallon  more  for 
the  oil  which  thev  use  in  the  bush  bv  re- 
mnving  this  dulv  and  so  crushing  out  the 
ISritish  company?  I  hope  that  the  honor- 
.ible  member  for  Bendigo  will  give  the 
Committee  the  benefit  of  his  knowledge. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Have  we  not  hea-rd 
enough  of  these  rival  OMnpanies? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  right  honorable 
member  used  to  think,  as  I  think  now,  that 
Australia  stood  first  and  the  Standard  Oil 
Trust  second. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Western  Australia  stands 
first. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Western  Australia 
stands  first  now  with  the  right  honwable 
member.  I  am  thinking  not  of  that  State 
alone,  but  of  the  vrhole  continent,  its 
people,  and  its  industries.  This  is  an  in- 
dustry which  if  assis'ed  and  sustained 
would  progress  and  prmide  more  and 
more  employment  for  our  people  as  time 
went  on.  This  duty  is  imposed  not  on  the 
kerosene,  but  on  the  tins  and  cases,  which 
nre  made  in  America.  We  want  the  oil  to 
be  imported  in  bulk  and  the  tins  and  cases 
made  by  our  own  people.  I  trust  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Bendigo  will  tell  the 
Committee  whv  the  A  section  of  the  Tariff 
Commission  recommended  the  impositicHi  of 
the  dutv. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [9.5].— I 
did  not  intend  to  speak  on  this  matter.  The 
honorable  member  for  Riverina  has  put  the 
case  as  stronglv  as  I  could  do  from  every 
stand-point.  I  intend  to  support  the  duty, 
which  I  hope  will  be  carried.  It  was  re- 
commended on  the  Tariff  Commission  by 
two  very  eminent  and  influential  labour 
members — Senator  McGregor  and  ex-Sena- 
tor Higgs — who  were  of  opinion  that  if 
imposed  it  would  tend  not  to  increase  the 
cost  of  kerosene  to  the  consumer,  but  to 
maintain  a  healthy  competition  between  two 
great  companies.  Thev  considered  that  it 
was  most  undesirable  that  the  Standard  Oil 
'^"mpany  should  have  a  monopoly  of  the 
^ne  trade  of  Australia.  They  believed 
»e  should  if  possible  lend  a  helping 
to  the  British  Imperial  Oil  Company, 


who  have  established  vast  works  at  WiU 
liamstown  and  helped  to  maintain  a  stan* 
dard  price  for  the  article.  I  think  that 
on  these  grounds  the  dutv  ought  to  be  sup- 
ported by  those  who  are  in  favour  oi  main- 
taining a  healthy  competition,  especially 
by  a  British  company  as  against  that  octo- 
pus, the  world-wide  Standard  Oil  Com- 
pany. I  have  been  given  to  understand 
that  a  considerable  amount  of  British  capi- 
ta) is  invested  in  the  British  Imperial  Oil 
Company. 

Mr.  Wynne. — Where  are  their  mines? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Whether  their 
mines  are  on  British  or  Asiatic  soil 
is  not  the  chief  consideration.  The 
fact  that  they  are  operated  by  Briii^ 
capital  guides  me  in  endeavoring  to 
give  them  same  assistance  and  support. 
I  may  mention  that  a.ireadv  this  proposition 
has  had  a  verv  healthv  effect  on  the  Stan- 
dard Oil  CcKnpany.  So  far  as  I  can  gather 
from  their  correspondence  they  indicate  an 
intention  to  tin  and  case  their  oil  here.  Their 
only  complaint  is  that  they  have  not  had 
time  in  which  to  dispose  of  the  tinned 
kerosene,  but  if  that  concession  is  made 
they  will  be  able  to  come  here,  and  lay 
down  an  installation  for  the  purpose  oif 
dtnng  their  tinning  and  packing  here.  I 
have  gathered  that  information  from  a 
letter  which  I  haVe  just  read.  I  believe 
that  the  imposition  of  the  duty  will  not 
result  in  an  increased  price,  but  will  assist 
in  maintaining  healthy  competition  between 
the  two  companies,  and  causing  more  labour 
to  be  emploved  in  the  handling  of  the  oil. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[9.8]. — The  last  statement  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bendigo  ctxnpletely 
answers  the  contention  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Riverina  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Laanecoorie.  Those  two  hon- 
orable members  said  that  they  want  this 
duty  to  be  imposed  in  order  to  save  the 
British  Imperial  Oil  Company  frcm  the 
clutches  of  an  octopus,  the  Standard  Oil 
Company.  The  honorable  member  for 
Bendigo,  however,  says  that  the  latter 
company  are  willing  to  come  here,  so  that 
by  the  impositiOT  of  the  duty  my  honor- 
able friends  will  not  save  the  British- 
Imperial  Oil  Companv  from  thdr  clutches. 

Mr.  Chanter. — If  the  duty  is  kept  on 
it  will. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— No,  that  will 

simply  bring  the  two  companies  to  closer 
grips,  and  put  them  on  even  terms.  If 
this  tremendous  oct(^us  company  can  beat 
the  British-Imperial   Oil    Company  they 


Tariff  [z  Decembee,  1907.]  (/tern  234).  687u 


will  maintain  their  supremacy  when  they 
establish  wotIcs  here.  The  evidence,  how- 
evei,  shows  that  the  British-Imperial  Oil 
Company  have,  so  far,  competed  satisfac- 
torily with  the  Standard  Oil  Company. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Will  not  the  Standard 
Oil  CcHnpany  give  work  for  Australians  if 
they  come  here? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— >fy  information 
is  that  the  Standard  Oil  Cdmpany  will 
not  give  more  work. 

Mr.  Chanter. — They  must  give  more 
work  if  thev  tin  the  oil  here. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  told  that 
more  labour  is  employed  in  bringing  the 
oil  here  in  tins  and  cases  than  would  be 
emploved  if  it  were  tinned  and  cased  here. 
I  would  point  out  to  the  honwable  mem- 
ber for  Rtverina  that  the  company  on  whose 
behalf  he  has  &poken  is  not  a  British  com- 
pany, as  he  stated,  but  a  Straits  Settle- 
inent«  Company. 

Mr.  Harper. — It  is  a  London  company. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  told  that 
all  the  work  is  done  in  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments and  by  black  labour,  toa  Honorable 
members  who  have  been  declaiming  against 
the  Standard  Oil  Company  to-night  went 
beside  themselves  the  other  night  in  de- 
claiming ag^st  the  importation  of  Ran- 
goon candles.  "These  candles,"  they 
said,  **  are  made  in  India,  and  therefore 
we  must  impose  prcAibitive  duties.*' 
Now  it  seems  that  they  are  quite  in  favour 
of  admitting  free  keroesne  oil  produced  by 
black  labour  in  the  Straits  Settlements. 
Their  conduct  does  not  seem  to  be  quite 
consistent.  Black  labour  in  the  Straits 
Settlements  is  surety  just  as  bad  as  black 
labour  in  Rangoon. 

Mr.  Chanter. — What  has  that  to  do 
with  the  white  kerosene  industry  in  Aus- 
tralia ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Rangoon  candles 
had  everjthing  to  do  with  the  white  candles 
industry  in  Australia.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  constantly  declaiming  against  the 
black  labour  of  the  world  and  the  products 
which  they  send  here,  but  now  he  is 
welcoming  a  product  of  black  labour,  be- 
caiue  forsooth  it  is  handled  here  by  a  few 
white  individuals. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Do  the  Standard  Oil 
Company  employ  white  labour?  Do  they 
not  employ  niggers  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.~I  understand 
that  for  the  most  part  the  Standard  Oil 
Cwnpany  employ  white  labour.  I  know 
nothing  about  the  company,  and  in  view  of 
the  ^fin^«!ter's  statement  to-night,  although 
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it  was  formally  withdrawn  at  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Chairman,  I  think  it  is  neces- 
sary to  say  that  I  have  never  met  one  of 
their  representatives.  I  have  no  sympathy 
with  this  huge  trust  in  any  shape  or  form. 
But  I  have  a  genuine  sympathy  with  those 
persons  in  Australia  who  have  been  paying 
more  for  their  kerosene  since  this  duty  was 
imposed. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [g-ul.—Unlike 
the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta,  I 
know  the  representatives  of  the  British 
Imperial  Oil  Ccwnpanv,  and  have  met  the 
representative  of  the  Standard  Oil  Trust. 
My  desire  has  been  to  ascertain  the  exact 
truth  in  connexion  with  both  companies.  It 
is  needless  for  me  to  assure  honorable  mem- 
bers that  I  have  no  interest  In  them,  either 
directly  or  indirectly.  I  am  quite  satis- 
6ed  that  thev  are  well  able  to  look  after 
their  own  interests.  I  think  that  the 
Ctxnmittee  diould  not  vote  on  thu  ques- 
tion without  definite  knowledge.  This 
morning  I  ascertained  that  the  British 
Imperial  Oil  Company  Limited  consist  of 
2.000  shares,  of  which  the  Asiatic 
Petroleum  Company  Limited  hold  1,993 
shares. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order !  If  I  allow 
the  honorable  member  to  go  into  details 
concerning  one  company,  I  must  allow  that 
privilege  to  other  hmorable  members,  and 
a  debate  may  arise  as  to  the  status  of  the 
company. 

Mr.  Chanter.— I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  Several  honorable  members  have 
broadly  stated  that  the  British  Imperial 
Oil  Company  are  not  a  British  ccMnpany, 
but  are  owned  and  controlled  by  the 
Rothschilds  and  others.  I  submit  that  the 
hcMiorable  member  for  Kooying  is  entitled 
to  show  that  their  statements  are  not  correct. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Several  honorable 
members  have  mentioned  the  names  of 
different  companies,  and  said  that  they 
were  not  this,  that,  or  the  other,  but  the 
honorable  member  for  Koovong  was  going 
into  the  details  of  a  companv  when  he 
began  to  refer  to  their  share  list,  and  if 
he  is  allowed  to  make  that  reference  the 
discussion  may  ^brace  a  great  deal  more 
than  the  share  list.  If  I  allowed  a  dis- 
cussion to  follow  oa  that,  it  would  even- 
tuaJIy  drift  into  a  debate  on  the  status 
of  the  two  companies. 

Mr.  KNOX.— I  have  no  other  object 
than  to  assure  honorable  inembers  as  to 
the  exact  position.  >^igitifc^^^to  be  made 
clear  that  the  company  is,  essentially,  just 
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like  any  other  foreign  company.  The 
statement  that  it  is  an  entirely  British  ccm- 
pany  is  not  correct.  I  will  not  go  into  de- 
tails, but  may  state  that  the  matter  has 
been  dealt  with  by  a  Committee  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  wbo  ccmsidered 
that  under  the  circumstances  there  is  no 
justification  or  need  for  this  duty.  It  is 
my  intention  to  vote  for  free  kerosene. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Item  235.  Oils,  in  bulk  or  otherwise,  viz.  : — 
Bitch  Tar  Oil;  Pine;  Fir  Tte.e;  Unrefined  Fish 
Oils;  China  Oil  when  denaturated  as  prescribed 
by  Departmental  by-law;  Seal;  Whale;  Pen- 
guin ;  Petioleum  (crude);  Degm;  Sod;  Wfmd 
Naphtha;  Mirbane;  and  Turpeotine— free. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hine— Trea- 
surer) [9.20]. — I  move — 

That  after  the  words  "Tar  Oil,"  line  3,  the 
words  "  Cloth  Oil "  be  insetted. 

I  am  informed  that  cloth  oil  is  used  in 
connexion  with  wool  scouring,  and  that 
after  it  has  served  its  purpose,  it  evaporates, 
and  is  of  no  further  use.  For  that  reason, 
I  desire  to  pla(%  it  upon  the  free  list. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9.21]. — I  move — 

That  the  words  "Wood  Naphtha,"  lines  5  an<i 
6.  be  left  out. 

It  will  be  found  that  the  words  "  wood 
naphtha"  are  included  in  item  5A,  and 
that  it  was  determined  to  make  the  oil  free. 
There  is  no  necessity  for  having  it  in  two 
places. 

Mr.  TtJDOR. — Does  pine  cul  mean  or  in- 
clude resin  oil  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes;  it  does. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

item  336.  Paints  and  Colours,  vU.  : — 

(a)  Ground  in  liquid,  per  cwt.  (General 
Tariff),  4s.  6d. ;  (United  Kingdom), 
4». 

(B)  Prepared  for  use,  includtD(!  tattoo  oil, 
per  cwt.  or  ad  val.,  whichever  rate 
returns  the  higher  duty  (General 
Tariff),  6s.  gd.  or  25  per  cent,  j 
(United  Kingdom),  6s.  or  30  per 
cent, 

<C)  Colours,  dry,  n.e.i.,  per  cwt.  (General 
TarilT),  3s.  id. ;  (United  Kingdom), 

<D)  Dry  White  Le.ad ;  Patent  Dryers  and 
the  like;  and  Putty,  per  cwt.  (Gene* 
ral  Tariff),  as.  3d.;  (United  King- 
dom), 33. 

iK)  Barytes,  per  cwt.,  as. 

{T)  Whiting,  per  cwt.,  6d. 


Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  O.a^j.— I 
move — • 

Tliat  after  the  figures  "4s.  6d.,*'  paragraph  A, 
the  words  "and  on  and  after  3rd  December, 
1907,  per  cwt.  (Genenl  Tariff),  as.  6d.,"  be 
inserted. 

I  submit  this  amodment  with  a  view  of 
moving  subsequently  that  iik  dutr  no 
paints  and  colours  from  the  United  King- 
dom be  38.  per  cwt.  This  item  includes 
white  lead,  and  all  those  staining  colours 
which  are  grotmd  in  oa\,  and  also  staining 
colours  which  are  grotmd  in  water.  A 
large  number  of  colours  used  for  scenic 
purposes  are  not  and  cannot  be  manufac- 
tured in  Australia. 

Mr.  Chanter. — ^Why  not? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Because  we  have  not 
the  necessary  pigments,  nor  is  there  the  ma- 
chinery for  manufacturing  from  them. 
Coachmakers*  colours  are  also  included,  and 
they  have  to  be  specially  prepared  It 
would  be  impossible  to  make  anything  like 
Masury's  coach  colours  in  Australia.  This 
Is  a  subject  about  which  I  happen  to  know 
a  good  deal. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  honorable  member 
makes  similar  statenoents  about  all  other 
items. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  endeavour  to  in- 
form myself  b^  reading  up  about  other 
items  with  whidi  we  have  to  deal,  and 
with  which,  I  have  no  personal  acquaint- 
ance. But  this  is  a  matter  about  which 
I  did  not  need  to  read  up.  This  duty  is 
simply  a  tax  on  the  raw  materials  of  a 
great  many  trades.  It  is  true  that  a  de- 
scription of  white  lead  has  been  manu- 
factured in  Australia,  but  it  was  of  poor 
quality  and  not  anything  like  up  to  the 
accepted  commercial*  standard.  There  is 
a  quantity  of  sulphate  of  lead  which  is 
simply  a  cheap  by-product,  and  has  been 
manufactured  in  Australia.  I  have  here 
a  letter  from  a  firm,  who  tell  me  that  thev 
themselves  in  years  gone  by.  made  about 
300  tons  of  it ;  but  they  admit  that  it  was 
an  article  that  was  altogether  inferior  to 
genuine  white  lead,  and  that,  if  supplied 
to  the  public  of  Great  Britain  as  such,  a 
breach  of  the  law  would  be  committed. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Is  that  firm  still  in 
existence? 

Mr.  JOHXSOX.— Yes. 

Mr.  Chanter. — And  they  say  that  their 
own  manufacture  was  bad. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  ra^^1.$peaking 
now  of  colours  ^P^tfeinSQSi^Th^ 
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are  different  altogether.  They  are  colours 
mixed  up  with  oil  and  turpentine,  and 
ready  for  use  with  a  brush.  What  I  am 
referring  to  are  colours  ground  in  liquid, 
which  have  to  be  thinned  out  with  turpen- 
tine or  with  water  and  size  according  to 
whether  they  are  to  be  used  with  cnl  in 
distemper.  No  attempt  has  been  made  in 
Australia  to  manufacture  than.  The  duty 
is  one  which  will  fall  heavily  upon  the 
users  of  these  paints,  and  particularly 
heavily  upon  those  small  omtractors  who 
are  in  the  habit  of  undertaking  ccHitracts 
for  painting  weatherboard  houses  and  other 
small  works.  To  obtain  a  cheap  material 
is  a  matter  of  great  concern  to  them.  Apart 
fiom  that,  the  duty  would  not  help  any 
local  industry  that  has  been  established, 
nor  would  it  encourage  any  industry  that  is 
likelv  to  be  established. 

Mr.  Car8. — There  are  paint  mills  in  my 
electorate. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  —  But  they  do  not 
manufacture  tiiese  particular  goods. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Does  the  honorable 
member  mean  to  say  that  Vosz  and  Com- 
pany do  not  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON'.— White  lead  of  an  in- 
ferior quality  is  made  here. 

Mr.  TuiX)R. — SMne  of  the  best 

Mr.  JOHNSON. — It  is  impossible  for 
the  honorable  member  to  tell  me  that.  I 
do  not  think  that  he  will  find  any  archi- 
tect of  standing  in  Australia  who  would 
specify  that  Australian  white  lead  should 
be  used  on  any  building  for  which  he  was 
responsible.  No  responsible  architect  would 
risk  his  reputation  by  specifying  that  Aus- 
tralian white  lead  slxHild  be  used  in  the 
painting  of  any  premises  where  firat-class 
wtvk  was  required. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  honwable  mem- 
ber's experience  is  confined  to  Sydney. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Only  two  or  three 
standard  makers  are  recognised  in  the 
whole  world.  Indeed,  practically  there  is 
only  one  maker,  whose  white  lead  is  speci- 
fied for  good  work.  This  is  well  known 
to  every  one  in  the  trade — to  every  archi- 
tect, to  every  painter,  and  to  every  artist. 
This  tax  applies  not  only  to  white  lead,  but 
equally  to  other  colours  ground  in  water, 
whidi  are  largelv  used  for  scenic  purposes 
in  Australia.  They  are  scartely  used  in 
any  other  way,  except  perhaps  for  very  fine 
decorative  purposes.  If  my  amendment  be 
carried,  the  item  will  be  brought  more  into 
line  with  the  old  Tariff,  under  which  a 
duty  of  28.  per  cwt.  was  imposed. 


Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [9.31].— 
This  scheme  of  duties  has  been  very  care- 
fully cOTsidered,  and  since  it  hangs  to- 
gether, I  hope  that  it  will  not  be  sub- 
stantially disturbed. 

Mr.  Johnson. — These  duties  have  been 
increased  by  about  125  per  cent. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  duties  on 
paint,  ground  in  liquid,  and  prepared  for 
use,  have  been  increased  for  good  and  suffi- 
cient reasons.  In  the  first  place,  the  raw 
materials  of  prepared  paints — the  linseed 
oil,  white  lead,  and  colours — are  dutiable. 

Mr.  Johnson. — My  amendment  refers 
to  paragraph  a. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— We  cannot  inter- 
fere with  paragraph  a  without  prejudicing 
the  raw  materials  of  the  paints  dealt  with 
in  the  item.  I  am  sure  that  every  protec- 
tionist desires  the  production  of  linseed  in 
Australia  to  be  promoted,  and  the  white- 
lead  industry  to  be  developed.  It  is  well 
said  that  those  are  the  basic  elements  of 
paint,  and  very  heavy  duties  have  been  im- 
posed uptMi  them.  Consequently  we  must 
have  a  heavier  duty  on  the  prepared 
article. 

Mr.  Johnson. — ^A  lot  of  these  paints 
are  ground  in  water,  aiul  there  is  no  duty 
on  water. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  am.  referring  to 
the  duties  on  oil  and  white  lead.  Paint  can- 
not be  built  up  without  tho%  elements. 
The  paint  manufacturers  who  came  before 
the  Tariff  Commission  in  the  various  States 
said  in  effect,  "If  you  give  us  our  raw 
materials  free,  we  shall  not  ask  for  a  duty ; 
but  since  there  are  very  heavy  duties  on 
our  raw  materials  ' ' — and  it  is  most  desir- 
able that  there  should  be  duties  on  them  in 
order  that  their  production  may  be  en- 
couraged— "  we  must  have  a  heavier  duty 
on  the  finished  article,  and  more  particu- 
larly upon  the  superior  paints."  Some  of 
them  said  that  they  did  not  desire  as  heavy 
a  duty  on  the  common  grades  as  they 
sought  on  the  superior  grades,  having  zinc 
as  a  base.  This  Tariff  does  not  discrimi- 
nate between  the  two  classes ;  it  merely  im- 
poses duties  upon  paints  ground  in  oil,  and 
paints  completely  prepared.  If  we  wish  to 
promote  the  production  of  linseed  oil  and 
to  develop  ttte  white  lead  industry,  as  well 
as  the  production  of  various  colours,  we 
must  have  these  duties.  If  we  break  down 
the  first  paragraph,  the  whole  scheme  will 
collapse.  It  is  roost  desirable  that  linseed 
oil — and  the  beginning  of  its  production  in 
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Australia  is  not  far  distant — should  not 
be  free ;  if  it  is  we  shall  not  be  able  to 
enter  upon  its  production  in  commercial 
quantities.  I  recognise  that  a  duty  on  it 
imposes  a  burden  on  the  painting  trade ; 
but  it  may  be  only  a  temporary  one;  and 
when  we  have  established  the  industry  of 
producing  linseed  oil  in  Australia  we  shall 
be  able  to  make  a  pro  raid  reduction  in 
the  duty  on  the  complete  article.  The  pro- 
duction'of  white  lead  in  Australia  is  pro- 
gressing,  but  local  prejudice  has  to  be 
combated. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  should  not  like  to  use 
any  Australian  white  tead. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.—I  do  not  know 
,  whether  the  honorable  member  is  an  ex- 
pert J  but  I  base  my  remarks  on  expert 
evidence  given  before  the  CtMmnissicm. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — The  honorable 
member  for  Lang  understands  painting. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— He  seems  to  be  a 
walking  encyclopedia. 

Mr.  Mathews. — He  wants  nothing  Aus- 
tralian. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — That  is  unfair. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Very  good  white 
lead  has  been  made  in  Australia,  and,  since 
a  preference  has  been  given  to  it  by  some  of 
the  States  Governments,  it  ought  surely  to 
be  good  enough  for  private  contractors. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Not  necessarily. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Some  very  valu- 
able colours  are  produced  in  Sotith  Aus- 
tralia. I  would  refer  honorable  members 
to  the  evidence  given  by  John  O'Connell, 
which  appears  at  page  66  o£  the  Minutes 
of  Evidence.  This  witness,  who  asked  f« 
a  duty  of  40  per  cent,  was  asked — 

With  what  sort  of  colours  would  70a  undertake 
to  provide  the  Commonwealth,  suppose  you 
had  your  40  per  cent.  duty.  Name  the  prin- 
cipal ? 

He  replied — 

Raw  sienna,  burnt  sienna,  raw  umber,  burnt 
umber,  purple  brown  (which  u  red  oxide  of 
iron) ;  raw  oxide,  quaker  green  {three  shades), 
bronze  green,  hematite,  Oxford  ochre,  yellow 
ocbie  and  others. 

He  produced  some  of  his  colours  to  the 
Commission,  and  we  were  satisfied  that 
large  and  valuable  depoats  existed,  not 
only  in  South  Australia,  but  in  other  parts 
of  the  Commonwealth.  We  have  drawn  up 
a  scheme  providing  for  a  duty  on  those 
colours,  and  placing  on  the  free  list  colours 
It  produced  in  Australia,  such  as  Van- 
rkes,  manganese,  Letharge  blacks,  Paris 
Ute  and  vermiltions.     If  we  denre  to 


protect  the  raw  materials  of  the  industry^ 
we  must  retain,  at  a  high  standard,  the 
duty  on  the  finished  article. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [9.37].— I  wa» 
under  the  impression  that  Victoria,  in  pre- 
FederaticHi  days,  was  a  pr(Hiounced  fn'o- 
tectionist  State,  and  as  such,  one  would 
have  expected  to  find  that  under  its  Tariff 
paints  were  heavily  protected.  I  learn, 
however,  that  under  that  Tariff,  they  were 
dutiable  at  40s.  per  ton.,  or  as.  per  cwt. 

Mr.  Mathxws. — ^At  that  time,  we  had 
not  tried  to- make  it. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  honorable  member 
has  a  ready  excuse.  Victcvia  did  not 
awaken  to  the  importance  of  the  paint 
manufacturing  industry  when  it  was  at  the 
height  of  its  j^otectiOTist  boom.  Prica- 
to  Federation,  New  South  Wales  was  ac- 
customed to  have  these,  and  a^ate  items, 
on  the  free  list;  whilst  Queensland  had  a 
duty  of  3s.  per  cwt. ;  South  Australia  a 
duty  of  2s.  per  cwt,  and  of  4s.  per  cwt.  in 
the  case  of  the  made-up  articles ;  Tasmania^ 
a  duty  of  }d.  per  lU;  and  Western  Aus- 
tralia a  duty  of  10  per  cent.  Under  the 
first  Federal  Tariff,  the  duty  under  this 
item  was  as.  per  cwt.,  and  die  Gototi- 
ment  now  propose  to  raise  it  to  4s.  6d.  on 
foreign  imports,  and  to  4s.  per  cwt.  on 
imports  from  Great  Britain.  Having  en- 
joyed for  five  years  an  increase  of  200  per 
cent,  on  the  old  Victorian  Tariff,  paint 
manufacturers  here,  instead  of  being  able 
to  show  that  their  industry  is  a  fiourishinj^ 
one,  are  asking  for  more  protecHon,  and 
the  Treasurer  t^ers  them  a  still  further 
increase  of  250  per  cent  The  hixiorable 
member  for  Boidigo  says  that  these  pro- 
posals have  been  very  carefully  considered, 
and  I  must  certainly  admit  that  the  paint 
mjuiufacturers  have  been  most  carefully 
considered.  But  what  about  those  who  use 
paint?  To  my  mind,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bendigo  gave  away  his  case  when 
he  said  that  the  excessive  duries  upon  the 
raw  materials  of  the  paint-making  indus- 
try, made  it  necessary  to  impose  a  high 
duty  on  the  finished  article.  That  being^ 
so,  this  cannot  be  called  a  scienrific  Tariff. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thouson. — We  have  not 
yet  dealt  with  the  duty  on  white  lead. 

Mr.  WILKS. — No;  and  that  is  one  <tf 
the  basic  elements  of  paint.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Lang  has  toudied  tbe  real 
point  at  issue.  If  we  impose  this  heaw 
dutv  upon  the  finished  article,  we  shall 
severely  tax  the  coachpainter  and  others 
who  use  paints  of  this  kind.  In  the  re- 
port of  the  protectionist  section  of  the 
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Tariff  Ownmimioo,  appears  the  following 
startling  statemoit  in  r^piid  to  the  local 
manufacture  of  white  lead,  wbidi  the  hm- 
orable  weaA/a  fot  Bendigo  says  we  ought 
to  encourage — 

The  tnaatger  of  a  paint  and  oil  company 
io  Sydney  bad  aeen  samples  of  white  lead  that 
were  said  to  have  been  manufactured  ia  Syd- 
ney. They  could  not  compare  with  the  im- 
ported article  >o  far  as  colour  was  concerned. 
Locally  produced  white  lead  turned  yellow  after 
ttandinE  a  given  time,  while  the  imported 
article  keeps  its  colour  much  longer.  The  defect 
did  not  he  in  the  local  lead  or  xinc,  but  in 
manufactare,  which,  in  hii  opbioa,  experience 
wuald  tend  to  remedy. 

The  Conunittee  are  asked  to  place  a  heavy 
duty  on  prepared  punts,  so  that  in  the 
days  to  come,  an  improved  white  lead  may 
ht  produced  in  Australia.  I  believe  that 
the  proper  way  to  encourage  the  manufac- 
ture of  paint  would  be  to  place  linseed 
oil,  white  lead,  and  the  other  raw  ma- 
terials of  the  industry,  either  on  the  free 
list  or  imder  as  low  a  duty  as  possible.  I 
have  many  aides  to  my  character  as  a  poli- 
tician, and  I  happen  to  have  in  my  elec- 
torate the  largest  paint  manufactory  in  the 
Commonwealth.  Nevertheless,  I  do  not 
aslc  for  a  duty  upon  prepared  paint,  but  I 
would  assist  the  industry  in  the  way  I  have 
indicated.  The  honorable  member  for 
Lang  very  reascmablv  asks  the  Treasurer 
to  re^'ert  to  the  dutv  imposetl  under  the 
1902  Tariff.  Surelv  the  Prime  Minister 
could  not  have  agreed  to  an  increase  of  250 
per  cent,  on  that  dutv.  when  he  knows  that 
m  protectionist  Victoria,  in  the  palmiest 
days  of  protection,  no  more  than  2s.  was 
asked.  The  hcmorable  member  for  Lang 
proposes  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  in  excess  of 
that  dutv.  and  I  must  say  that  it  is  rather 
rash  of  the  honorable  member  as  a  free* 
trader  to  make  such  a  nroposal. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  make  it  only  because  I 
do  not  think  I  could  carrv  a  lower  dutv. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  intend  to  support  the 
honorable  member.  If  we  wish  to  give  as- 
sistance to  manufacturers  of  paint,  we 
should  do  so  by  reducing  the  duties  on 
white  lead  and  linseed  oil.  The  Tariff 
Conunission  reported — 

The  manager  of  a  white-lead  company,  which 
nanofacinred  direct  from  the  raw  sulphide 
which  was  obtained  from  Tasmania,  New  South 
Wales,  and  South  Aostralia,  asked  the  Com- 
niisian  "  to  inquire  into  certain  statements  so 
that  a  new  indnttry  in  the  Commonwealth  might 
not  be  closed  by  the  wealthy  companies  of 
Europe." 

The  honorable  member  for  Bendigo,  ap- 
pareotly,  is  prepared  to  upset  the  whde 


scheme  of  the  Tariff  on  behalf  of  this  Taa- 
manian  company. 

Mr.  BATcmLOR. — It  was  not  a  Tas- 
manian  company.  The  ccnnpany  only  im- 
ported materials  from  Tasmania. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  am  going  by  the  Tariff 
CcHnmissi<xi's  report. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Let  us  get  on  or  we 
shall  have  to  sit  late. 

Mr,  WILKS.— What  does  that  matter,  if 
we  are  fighting  in  the  interests  of  the  pub- 
lic? If  I  were  fighting  for  the  little  paint 
manufacturing  industry  in  my  electorate  the 
Treasurer  would  be  cheerinic  me.  He  ob- 
jects whm  I  am  fighting  in  the  interests  of 
the  users  of  the  artide. 

Sir  WiLU  AH  Lynb.  — The  honorable 
member  is  only  talkin^^  against  time. 

Mr.  WILKS.— That  is  not  fair,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  Treasurer,  after  fight- 
ing for  three  hours  over  the  duty  on  kero- 
sene, was  afraid  to  ^  to  a  divi^on  on  the 
item  and  have  a  vote  against  the  Govern- 
ment recorded,  and  fw  that  reason  asked 
leave  to  withdraw  the  call  for  a  divisitxi. 
Although  paint  is  being  manufactured  in 
my  electorate  I  am  prepared  to  vote  for  the 
lowest  dutv. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [9.48].— The 
honorable  member  for  Bendigo  no  doubt  in- 
advertently forgot,  whilst  quoting  from  the 
evidence  given  by  Mr.  Clarkson,  to  point 
out  that  as  a  manufacturer  that  gentleman 
stated  that  the  local  demand  for  paint  was 
too  small  to  warrant  the  employment  of  the 
skilled  labour  necessary  in  the  production 
of  locally-manufactured  white  lead,  if  there 
was  to  be  any  hope  that  an  article  would  be 
produced  which  would  approach  in  quality 
the  standard  of  the  imported  artide. 

Sir  John  Quick. — That  reference  was  to 
the  South  Australian  demand. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— That  miftht  be  so,  but 
if  the  manufacturer  in  questi<m  had  com- 
mand of  the  whole  erf  the  Australian  mar- 
ket it  must  not  be  foreotten  that  the  manu- 
facturers  of  the  imported  article  have  the 
whole  world  for  a  market,  and  are  there- 
fore much  better  able  to  employ  the  highest 
skill  and  the  best  machinery  m  the  manu- 
facture of  the  article. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  reference  was  to 
oxide  colours  and  not  to  white  lead,  so 
that  the  honorable  member  is  misquoting 
Mr.  Clarkson. 

Mr  JOHNSON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  not  conect.  Mr.  Clarkson  refers 
to  an  insuffident  margin  in  regard  ^tthjwhite 
lead.  I  point  out,  further,  thai  those 
engaged    in    the  monufactiue  of  pair' 
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follow  a  very  unhealthy  occupation,  and 
require  to  have  special  provision  made  for 
them  with  respect  to  ventilation,  exercise, 
food,  and  also  special  baths. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — It  is  not  an 
industry  we  need  seek  to  encourage. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— That  is  so.  It 
is  further  said  that  one  leascm  why  they 
have  failed  to  produce  this  to  any  ex- 
tent in  Australia  is,  that  the  plant  to  treat 
it  properly  is  too  expensive,  in  view  of  the 
limited  local  demand.  A  Mr.  Bortliwick, 
another  manufacturer,  contradicts  the  state- 
ment made  bjr  tlie  honorable  member  for 
Bendigo  ocmoeming  siennas  and  umbers, 
at  page  78  of  the  evidoioe.  He  says  that 
siennas  and  umbers,  as  well  as  other 
colours,  have  not  yet  be«i  found  in  Aus- 
tralia. In  addition  to  the  high  duty_,  the 
Victorian  Goverranent  gave  a  subsidy  to 
Messrs,  Patterson  Brothers,  I  think  of  this 
city,  who  claimed  to  have  discovered 
suitable  pigments  for  making  colours  on 
their  property.  This  attempt  to  foster  the 
industry  collapsed,  and  the  Government 
foreclosed  on  the  machinery  mortgaged  to 
it  to  cover  the  subsidy.  The  h<xiorable 
member  i<x  Bendigo  referred  chiefly  to 
ocdouis  ground  in  oO.  I  do  not  think  the 
honorable  member  made  any  reference  to 
the  numerous  colours  ground  in  water.  As 
water  is  free,  the  honorable  member  could 
not  claim  that  those  colours,  in  a  manu- 
factured condition,  should  be  subject  to  a 
duty  because  the  ingredients  used  in  mix- 
ing them  are  subject  to  duty.  Here  are 
a  few  of  these  colours  which  occur  to  my 
mind  at  the  present  time ;  ultramarine, 
cobalt,  Prussian  blue,  carnation  paste, 
emeraid  green,  Brunswick  green,  brown 
lake,  carmine,  chrome  yellows,  chrome 
green,  Dutch  pink,  celestial  blue,  azure 
blue,  flake  white,  sienna  umber,  Van- 
dyke brown,  and  vermilion,  I  think 
with  a  little  consideration,  I  could  name 
half  a  hundred  different  colours,  none 
of  which  are  manufactured,  or  likely  to  be 
manufactured,  in  Australia,  because  the 
t»ginents  from  which  they  are  manufac- 
tured are  not  obtained  here. 

Mr.  Mathews. — We  could  import  the 
pigments. 

Mr,  JOHNSON.— These  pigments  are 
ground,  on  the  spot  where  the\-  are  found, 
ID  water,  and  the  preparation  is  her- 
metically sealed  in  bottles  or  tins  for  export 
to  various  parts  of  the  world.  There  would 
be  the  local  demand  for  these  colours 


in  Australia  to  warrant  their  manufactuire 
here,  even  thoughi  the  pigments  were  im- 
ported in  bulk. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [9.55].— 
I  wish  to  correct  a  misquotation  bv  the 
h<Niorable  member  for  Lang.  Of  course, 
the  honorable  member  was  not  aware  that 
he  was  misquoting  Mr.  Clarkswi's  evi- 
dence; but  if  he  will  look  at  the  evidence 
again,  he  will  find  that  he  represented  that 
gentleman  as  saying  precisely  the  opposite 
of  what  he  did  say.  The  honorable 
member  attributed  to  Mr.  Clarkson  the 
statwnent  that  the  demand  for  white  lead 
in  Australia  is  insufficient  to  make  it  wortb 
while  to  manufacture  the  article  here.  Mi. 
Clarkson  did  not  say  anything  of  the 
kind.  What  he  said  was  that  the  only 
pigments  being  produced  in  South  Aus- 
tralia were  iron  oxides. 

Mr.  Johnson.— What  is  the  honorable 
member  quoting  from? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Question  53421, 
page  72  of  the  evidence.  Mr.  Clarkson 
there  said — 

There  is  only  a  limited  use   for  the  oxide 

colours. 

The  reference  was  not  to  white  lead,  and» 
speaking  of  the  oxide  colours,  Mr.  Clark- 
son said  he  did  not  think  the  output  would 
warrant  the  expenditure  that  would  be 
involved  in  getting  the  necessary  men. 
He  went  on  to  say  that  he  could 
obtain  some  good  colours,  that  he  did 
not  desire  a  dutv  on  dry  colours,  but 
would  not  object  if  any  one  else  pro- 
posed such  a  duty,  and  would  be  inclined 
to  support  it.  It  will  be  found  that  Mr. 
Clarkson  referred  to  white  lead  in  the 
evidence  reported  at  question  53430,  and 
honorable  members  will  see  that  he  sug- 
gested that  the  duty  should  be  25  per  cent, 
instead  of  2s.  per'cwt.  He  went  on  to 
say  that  he  had  seen  good  white  lead  made 
in  Australia.  In  a  circular,  which  no 
doubt  honorable  members  have  received, 
speaking  of  Vosz  and  Company,  of  which 
he  is  manager,  he  savs — 

We  hsve  during  the  last  twelve  months  spent 
;fi5,ooo  in  land,  buildings,  and  plant  at  Port 
Adelaide,  and  have  now  an  up-to-date  plant 
for  the  manufacture  of  all  classes  of  paint  and 
white  lend,  and  the  duties  as  fixed  in  t1be  last 
TarilT  give  us  more  encouragement  for  manu- 
facture than  the  previous  Tariff. 

He  goes  cm  to  say — 

Our  industry  promises  to  be  a  most  important 
one,  and  we  are  gradually  increasing  our  out- 
put. We  find  the  prejudice  against  the  Colonial 
article  gradually  di^|^>ga^n|Q^Q|^  public 
discover  they  can  get  an  »UcIe  euar  to  im- 
ported at  lower  rates.   .   .   .   We  iielieTe  tkat 
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we  are  at  present  the  only  white  lead  corroderi 
ia  Australia,  and  are  now  turning  out  a  product 
in  everj  way  equal  to  the  imported  arficle,  and 
during  the  next  numth  01  so  we  will  be  able 
to  place  on  the  market  quantitiei.  There  is 
fierce  competition  in  this  Ime,  and  tbere^should 
be  a  big  industry  open  for  Australia, 

In  view  of  these  facts  I  am  warranted  in 
believing  that  the  btmorable  member  for 
Lang  will  take  the  first  opportunitv  to 
apologize  to  Mr.  Clarkson  for  having  at- 
tributed to  him  the  statement  that  the 
demand  in  Australia  was  so  small  as  not 
to  warrant  the  employment  of  skilled  men 
in  the  industry'.  Mr.  Clarkson,  in  his 
circular,  goes  on  to  sav — 

We  purchase  our  raw  material  from  Broken 
Hill,  and  the  duly,  ai  now  fixed,  gives  us  a 
margin  in  which  to  meet  foreign  competition. 

We  put  a  duty  on  linseed  oil,  one  of  the 
raw  materials  of  this  industry*  and  we 
should  now  complete  the  scheme  proposed 
by  the  Taxiff  Commissim,  and  enable 
white  lead  to  be  successfully  manufactured 
in  the  Conunonwealth.  As  to  other  colours, 
a  variety  is  produced  at  the  Blumberg 
mine,  South  Australia,  and  in  various  parts 
of  the  Coramcm wealth.  The  secretary  to 
the  Blumberg  mine,  Mr.  O'Connell,  gave 
pretty  lengthy  evidence  before  the  Com- 
mission as  to  the  necessity  for  a  duty  to 
enable  the  company  to  compete  against 
wealthy  British  companies.  The  industry 
is  well  worth  establishing,  and  will  un- 
doubtedly be  established  in  every  State  in 
the  Commonwealth.  There  is  therefore  no 
likelihood  of  a  monopoly  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  paints.  There  will  be  pretty  fierce 
local  coropetiti(»i,  and  instead  of  prices 
being  increased  for  more  than  a  very  tem- 
porary peiiod,  it  is  almost  obtain  that  as 
the  result  of  the  building  up  of  the  in- 
dustry here,  pri«8  will  be  kept  very  much 
lower  than  they  would  be  likely  to  be 
should  the  industry  be  crushed  out,  as  it 
would  be  if  these  duties  are  not  imposed. 

Mr.  PALMER  (Echuca)  [lo.o].— In  view 
of  the  large  increase  of  dut^  proposed  over 
the  rate  in  the  former  Tariff  on  this  item, 
and  the  impcwtant  part  that  paints  play 
in  matters  concerning  the  welfare  of  the 
people,  I  desire  to  bring  under  notice  two 
letters  which  I  have  received.  The  first  is 
from  the  firm  of  Wm.  Young  and  Com- 
pany, Melbourne,  who  state — 

In  spite  of  some  hysterical  articles  in  our 
local^  press,  we  can  confidently  assert  that 
j;enuine  white  lead  as  recognised  in  Great  Britain 
\t  not  yet  an  article  of  manufacture  here.  A 
qaantity  of  sulphate  of  lead,  which  is  a  cheap 
by-product,  has  been  manufactured  here — we 
ourselves  in  years  gone  by  have  utilized  about 
300  tons  of  the  same.  It  is  an  article  altogether 


inferior  in  covering  power  to  genuine  white 
lead,  and,  if  offered  to  the  public  in  Great 
Britain  as  such,  would  be  a  breach  of  the  law. 

Sir  John  Quick. — That  is  a  slander  on 
tiie  Australian  product.  The  honor-able 
member  ought  not  to  read  such  slanders. 

Mr.  PALMER.— The  letter  was  sent  to 
me,  and  I  quote  it  in  good  faith.  It  is  a 
matter  of  the  utmost  importance,  in  the  case 
of  an  expensive  item  so  widely  used,  that 
we  should  have  an  article  of  good  quality. 
The  other  letter  comes  fiam  the  Melbourne 
Steamship  Company  and  the  Duke's  Dock 
and  Engineering  Company,  and  deals  with 
ships'  paints. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — That  question  comes  under 
paragraph  b. 

Mr.  PALMER.—Then  I  will  read  the 
■letter  later.  I  do  not  say  that  the  Aus- 
tralian paint  is  inferior,  but  I  know  that 
it  makes  a  great  deal  of  difference  to 
people  who  go  to  large  expense  in  reno- 
vating buildings  or  putting  up  new  stnx:- 
tures  if  they  use  a  paint  that  will  stand 
the  weather.  An  inferior  paint  is  abso- 
lutely worse  than  useless.  It  has  a  bad 
effect  upon  the  property,  it  is  a  disappoint- 
ment all  round,  and  we  should  not  by  any 
legislative  means  seek  to  force  its  use  uptm 
the  people  of  this  country. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [10.3!.— 
I  cannot  allow  this  attack  on  the  Australian 
production  to  pass  without  giving  it  a  flat 
contradiction.  It  has  originated  frcHU  a. 
person,  evidently  an  importer,  who  is  in- 
terested in  damaging  the  reputati<m  of  Aus- 
tralian white  lead.  I  have  here,  not  the 
statement  of  an  interested  individual,  biit 
a  certificate  given  by  Mr.  Henry  C. 
Jenkins,  the  Government  Metallurgist  .of 
Victoria,  as  follows — 

Sir, 

I  have  now  to  report  that  the  sample  of  lead 
for  a  white  paint,  left  after  an  interview,  on 
your  instnictions,  by  the  Australian  White  Lead 
Company,  was  analyzed  and  proved  to  contain 
withm  0.3  of  being  pure.  The  sulphate  of  lead, 
that  is  the  result  of  their  process,  is  a  very 
suitable  substance  for  a  paint,  and  is  produced 
under  conditions  favoariiig  a  fine  state  of  divi- 
sion, and  that  quite  forbid  the  presence  of  free 
sulphuric  acid.  Tests  were  made  to  discover 
its  covering  power,  as  compared  with  that  of 
the  best  white  lead  obtainable  in  Melbourne;  it 
was  tested  for  any  foreign  material ,  such  as 
baryta,  and  was  found  to  be  pure.  Two  sets 
of  comparative  tests  were  made,  and  measured 
quantities  of  the  oils,  employed  in  the 

paints,  were  taken  in  each  test.  The  paint  was 
employed  upon  wooden  surfaces  and  upon  glass, 
in  order  to  see  the  actual  body  of  the  coating 
when  dry.  One  set  was  with  boiled  linseed 
oil,  and  the  other  with  raw  linseed  oil,  all 
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other  things  being  equal,  and  that  ihe  covering 
power  of  the  resulting  paint  was  nearly  equal 
in  the  two  cases  for  whiteness  and  body,  the 
balance  being  still  rather  in  favour  of  the  sul- 
phate of  lead,  as  against  tbe  white  lead  of 
commerce,  which  is,  as  is  well  Icnown,  a  basic 
carbonate. 

I  quote  that  as  a  reiutaticxi  of  the  slanders 
which  have  been  circulated. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[10.5]. — All  the  manufacturers  like  to  get 
tlieir  raw  material  free,  but  unfortunately 
in  practically  every  instance  the  raw  mate- 
rial of  one  industry  is  the  finished  article 
of  another.  The  question  of  paints  and 
their  constituent  parts  is  so  ctxnplicated 
that  it  is  hard  to  discover  what  is  really  the 
basic  raw  material.  The  wcx^t  of  it  is 
that  each  manufacturer  ccxicerned  wants 
his  raw  material  (ree,  and  each  condemns 
the  Australian -made  raw  material,  saying, 
"  I  have  to  compete  with  the  rest  of  the 
world  in  the  Australian  market,  and  must 
get  the  best  material  to  use  in  produdng 
my  manufactiu-ed  article.  Therefore,  I 
must  import  it."  The  manufacturer  of 
white  lead  in  Australia  assures  us,  and 
backs  up  his  assurance  with  a  certificate, 
quoted  by  the  honorable  member  tor  Ben- 
digo,  frcHu  a  gentleman  duly  qualified  to 
express'  an  opinion,  that  the  article  whidi 
he  is  producing  is  as  good  as,  if  not  supe- 
rior to,  the  imported  white  lead.  Unfor- 
tunately, the  man  who  uses  white  lead  in 
making  paint,  being  interested,  condemns 
the  Australian  white  lead.  He  says,  "  I 
want  imported  colouring  material  if  I  am 
to  give  my  customers  the  paints  which  f 
they  demand.  I  must  also  have  im- 
ported white  lead."  The  manufacturer 
of  colours  in  Australia  shows  us  that 
he  is  quite  competent  to  produce  the 
best  colours,  having  men  Y^rt  who  are 
qualified  through  experience  in  other  parts 
of  the  world.  The  bcmtHrable  member  for 
Lang  stated  that  it  was  impossible  to  make 
these  colours  in  Australia.  He  enumer- 
ated all  the  colours  of  the  rainbow,  from 
elephant's  breath  to  boiled  mutton,  and 
told  us  that  they  could  not  be  made  hexe. 
But  first-class  pigments  are  i^oduced  in 
South  Australia.  I  am  not  surprised  at 
the  hcHiorable  member  for  Lang  making 
that  statement,  because  he  is  a  free-trader 
— a  foreign  representative. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  have  protested  several 
times  against  the  application  to  me  of  the 
epithet  of  "foreign  representative."  It  is 
<^ei»ive,  and  I  ask  that  it  be  withdrawn. 
I  do  not  apply  offensive  epithets  of  that 
character  to  hmorable  members  opposite. 


I  am  just  as  piuch  an  Australian  repiesra- 
tative  as  is  the  hmoraUe  member — periiaps 
a  little  more. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  ask  the  honorable 
member  for  Melbourne  Ports  to  withdraw 
the  remark  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Lang  regards  as  ofFensive. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.^If  the  remark  is  of- 
f«isive  to  the  honorable  member  for  Lang,. 
I  withdraw  it  without  qualification.  I  was 
not  speaking  in  a  perscHial  but  merely  in  a 
political  sense.  In  spite  of  what  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Lang  says,  there  is  ai> 
establishment  in  my  electorate  which  is  pro- 
ducing first-class  colours.  I  am  sure  to  be 
asked  whether  there  are  any  of  these  works 
in  my  electorate.  That  is  getting  rather  a 
by-word  now,  but  I  have  voted  for  the 
protection  of  industries  that  are  not  in  my 
electorate,  and  I  shall  certainly  support 
those  that  are.  That  firm  have  impcHted 
a  man  who  has  had  twenty-five  years' 
experience  in  England.  They  can  pro- 
duce any  of  the  colours  which  the  honor- 
aUe  member  for  Lang  says  are  not  ma^ 
here.  They  turn  oat  good  commeicial 
commodities,  which  aie  on  the  market 
at  tbe  present  day.  But  it  is  essential, 
in  order  that  they  may  keen  them  upon  the 
market,  that  they  should  have  some  protec- 
tion. There  are  certain  p(Mtions  of  their  raw 
material  which  they  have  to  import,  and, 
seeing  that  there  is  a  duty  00  Uiat.  it  is  ne- 
cessarv  that  they  should  get  a  duty  on  their 
manufactured  article,  which,  in  its  turn, 
is  the  raw  material  of  another  industry,  90 
that  they  may  compete  witib  imported  ar- 
ticles. Then  the  house  or  coach  painter, 
who  uses  paints,  wants  his  raw  material  as 
cheaply  as  possible.  The  coachbiulder  is 
strongly  protected — I  have  many  in  my 
electorate— and  yet  he  will  send  us  docu- 
ments  to  show  that  we  must  not  ask  him  to 
use  the  Australian  article.  Bat  the  verv 
argumoit  that  we  have  to  adduce  to  get  liim 
to  use  it,  is  the  one  which  we  have  to  urge, 
in  order  to  get  the  Australian  public  to  use 
the  finished  article  which  he  produces.  So 
that  we  find  the  same  diflkultv  all  »3oag 
the  line.  It  matters  little  to  me  what  the 
commodity  is  so  long  as  we  can  bring  the 
industry  in  Australia  up  to  a  prc^wr  stan- 
dard. There  is  no  process  in  the  manu- 
facture of  white  lead,  or  the  making  of 
pigments,  or  the  mixing  of  paints,  that  can- 
not be  undertaken  here.  In  the  news- 
papers honorable  members  will  see  an  ad- 
verrisement  to  the  following  effect 
"  Mixed  paint,  3d. ,  per  tin.  Don't  be 
prejudiced.     Buy'^lrmwa  give  it  a  trial.""' 
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That  is  an  imported  article.  How  is  it 
possible  to  expect  our  fwoducers  of  paint  to 
compete  with  an  article  of  that  sort,  which 
we  Icnow  does  not  contain  an  atom  of  white 
lead  or  of  Unseed  ml? 

Mr.  McDouCALL. — What  is  the  condi- 
tion of  the  white-lead  workers  of  Eng- 
land? 

Mt.  MATHEWS.— It  is  lamentable  in 
the  extreme.  One  of  the  arguments  used 
bv  the  producer  of  white  lead  in  Australia 
is  that  the  article  which  he  produces  is  not 
poistmous. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Is  not  lead,  which  is  the 
basis  of  the  article,  the  same  in  its  proper- 
ties everj'where? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber may  koov  how  to  use  paints  when  they 
are  mixed,  but  is  be  scientist  enough  to 
know  that  lead  can  be  treated  in  sudi  a 
way  as  not  to  be  poistmous  ?  I  am  assured 
by  those  who  run  this  business  in  Footscray 
that  their  treatment  of  the  lead  makes  it 
non-p>oisonous,  and  that  it  has  no  bad  ef- 
fect upon  those  who  handle  it.  But  the 
individual  who  uses  the  paint  says,  "  That 
is  the  very  reascHi  why  the  Australian  ar- 
ticle is  of  no  use  to  us."  They  practi- 
cally say  that  it  is  no  good  because  it  does 
not  kill  those  who  produce  it.  On  the  one 
hand,  we  are  asked,  "  What  is  the  condi- 
tion of,  those  who  manufacture  the  white 
lead  in  England?"  and  we  answer,  "It  is 
lamentable;  they  die  at  ages  when  they 
have  no  right  to  die,"  Then  when  we 
say,  **  Here  is  a  CMnmoditv  that  will  not 
poison  the  workers,"  we  are  told,  "It  is 
useless  for  our  purposes."  We  do  not 
expect  any  assistance  from  free-traders  in 
this  instance,  but  we  desire,  and  should  be 
able  to  demand,  the  votes  of  all  those  who 
came  into  this  House  as  protectionists. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [10.15].— The 
honorable  member  for  Boothby  accused  me 
of  having  misrepresented  or  misquoted  the 
evidence,  of  Mr.  Clarkson. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Withdraw  the  state- 
ment, and  apologizev 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  have  nothing  to 
withdraw.  The  honorable  member  for 
Boothby  should  withdraw  his  statement, 
because  I  did  nothuig  of  the  kind.  I  pro- 
pose to  read  that  evidence  a  little  more 
fully.  I  think  I  fairly  gave  the  sense  of 
what  Mr.  Clarkson  said,  as  the  following 
quotaticMis  from  his  evidence  will  show — 

Wbftt  iocreue  of  duty  do  yon  want  on  white 
lead? — I  mooted  25  per  cent.  It  is  at 
present  a*,  per  cwt. 

•  What  ncreue  would  that  About  100 

per  Mttt. 


Why  do  yon  wsnt  nidi  a  hi^h  inercase  on 
lead? — The  leason  I  suggested  it  woi  that  it 

would  certainly  coat  a  great  deal  to  go  tn  for 
the  manufacture  of  it,  and  the  necessary  experi* 
ments,  and  the  margin  is  not  large  enough. 

Would  not  the  same  argument  apply  to  dry 
colours,  seeing  that  we  have  the  materials? — 
Ves.  But  you  have  all  the  natcrials  for  lead 
here.  You  have  not  all  the  materials  for  dry 
colours. 

What  material  is  lacking? — There  are  many 
colours  we  have  not  so  far  got  the  natural 
earths  for.  Then  you  have  your  colours  hercr 
but  you  have  not  the  output. 

I  think  that  bears  out  exactly  what  I  said 
about  Mr.  Clarkson's  evidence,  though  I 
did  give  a  summary  in  order  to  save  time. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [10.17]. — h(»iorabIe  member 
for  Bendtgo  has  made  what  I  regard  as 
an  unjustifiable  attack  on  the  hraiorable 
member  for  Echuca. 

Sir  John  QuiCiE..~I  was  not  attacking 
the  honorable  member,  but  the  circular  he 
read. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  cir- 
cular said  just  what  the  honorable  member 
for  Bendigo  himself  said.  Scnnething  be- 
yond what  the  circular  said  might  be  in- 
ferred, but  the  fact  stated  was  that  the 
white  lead  produced  here  is  made  fnxn 
sulphate  of  lead,  and  that  it  cannot  be  of 
as  good  quality  as  white  lead  made  frcun 
carbonate  of  lead.  .  In  that  there  is  no  com- 
parison between  Australian  and  British 
white  lead,  because  the  same  statement 
would  apply  to  the  two  processes  in  Great 
Britain-  White  lead  produced  from  sul- 
phate of  lead  is,  in  the  opinion  of  scientific 
men,  and  of  users,  inferior  to  white  lead 
produced  from  carbonate  of  lead,  wherever 
it  may  be  prpduced.  That  was  all  that  was 
stated  in  Uie  circular,  and  it  was  the  state- 
ment repeated  hy  the  honorable  member  for 
Bendigo  later.  Every  statement  of  the 
kind  made  from  this  side  seems  to  be 
twisted  into  a  reflection  on  Australian  pro- 
duction. There  is  much  tenderness  shown 
in  this  relation,  although,  as  I  have  pointed 
out,  the  same  comparison  could  be  shown 
between  the  two  products  in  Great  Britain. 
I  do  not  think  that  there  ought  to  be  such 
sensitiveness,  or  such  a  disposition  to  turn 
all  criticism  into  an  attack  upon  Australian 
productions.  The  auestim  whether  sul- 
phate of  lead  or  carboiate  of  lead  makes 
the  best  white  lead  is  not  one  involving  any 
r^ection  on  the  Australian  Fvoduct. 

Mr.  Chanter. — That  was  not  die  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— That  was 
the  statement — that  the  white  lead  made  in 
Australia  was  from  sulphate  of  lead. 
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Sir  John  Quick. — The  circular  says  that 
Australian  white  lead  is  bad,  irrespective  of 
its  origin. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— What  the 
circular  says  is  that  Australian  white  lead 
is  produced  from  sulphate  of  lead,  and  is 
not  equal  to  lead  produced  from  carb(Hiate 
of  lead.  The  honorable  member  for  Ben- 
digo  cMiiirmed  that  statement,  namely,  that 
the  Australian  was  made  from  sulphate  of 
lead,  and  white  lead  made  from  sulphate  of 
lead  is  inferior,  in  the  opmion  of  most 
authorities,  to  white  lead  made  fron  car- 
bonate of  lead,  wherever  the  manufacture 
may  be  carried  on. 

Mr.  Crouch. — That  is  not  the  interpre- 
tation which  the  honorable  member  for 
Echuca  put  on  the  letter. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  did  not 
observe  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Echuca  said  anything  beyond  what  was 
stated  in  the  circular;  in  fact  I  heard  the 
honorable  member  say  that  he  did  not  know 
that  the  white  lead  produced  here  was  in- 
ferior. Whether  the  (pinion  expressed,  and 
confirmed  by  the  honcn-atjle  member  for 
Bendigo,  be  right  or  wrong,  'it  is  the 
opinion  held  by  those  who  ought  to  know 
best. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Divide  ! 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If  honor- 
able members  opposite  make  attacks,  they 
must  expect  some  reply. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — There  have  been 
some  attacks  from  the  other  side. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  have 
not  heard  any  attack  made  by  this  side  on 
individuals;  although  there  have  been  at- 
tacks made  by  1^  other  side  on  individuals 
on  several  occasions.  I  do  not  mind  de* 
bate  being  created  in  this  way  so  long  as 
we  have  the  opportunity  to  reply ;  but  such 
debate  will  not  attain  what  we  all  desire, 
namely,  an  expeditious  settlement  of  the 
Tariff.  The  duty  recently  imposed  in  New 
Zealand,  under  a  protective  Tariff,  is  cmly 
2s.  6d.,  and  that  is  the  duty  now  suggested 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Lang. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [10.23}. 
— The  question  is  not  whether  Australian 
white  lead  is  made  fttMn  carbonate  of  lead 
or  sulphate  of  lead;  the  question  is  as  to 
the  quality  of  the  lead  and  its  covering 
power.  The  certificate  I  read  showed  that, 
although  the  Australian  white  lead  is  made 
from  sulphate  of  lead,  and  not  from  car- 
bonate of  lead,  its  covering  power,  as  tested 
by  the  Government  Metallurgist,  is  equal  to 
the  best  white  lead  obtainable  in  Mel- 
bourne. The  question  is  not  the  metallic 
amtrats,  but  the  covering  power. 


Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  honorable 
member  for  Echuca  said  nothing  to  the 
contrary. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  circular  that 
was  read  said  that  Australian  white  lead  is 
of  inferior  quality,  and  had  not  the  same 
covering  power  as  imported  white  lead.  I 
have  here  another  certificate  from  the  Store- 
keeper of  the  Newport  Railway  Work- 
shops, Melbourne,  in  which  he  says — 

The  sample  of  white  lead  submitted  by  you 
for  trial  at  the  Newport  workshops  has  bcea 
reported  on  as  follows,  viz.  : — It  is  soft  and 
fine,  and  requires  little  or  no  grindiog,  and, 
weight  for  weight,  will  cover  a  larger  surface 
than  the  ordinary  dry  white  lead. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[10.25]. — honorable  member  for  Ben- 
digo IS,  in  my  opinion,  trying  to  prove  too 

much. 

Sir  John  Quick. — I  should  not  haw 
risen  but  for  the  reading  of  the  circular. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  have  yet  to 
learn  that  a  chemist  is  necessarily  an  expert 
painter. 

Mr.  Chanter. — The  report  just  read 
was  not  that  of  a  chemist,  but  that  of  the 
Chief  Storekeeper  at  Newport  Workshops. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  do  not  regard 
those  individual  statements  as  ccHiclusive. 
First  of  all,  I  decline  to  believe  that  a 
metallurgist  has  necessarily  an  expert  know- 
ledge of  the  covering  qualities  of  white 
lead ;  when  he  begins  to  talk  about  the 
covering  qualities  of  lead  he  steps  outside 
his  function  altogether.  The  question  is 
one  for  a  practical  painter ;  and  experience 
must  be  the  great  teacher.  I  fancy  that 
covering  qualities  ultimately  depend  00 
the  wearing  qualities  of  the  lead ;  that 
must  be  the  test.  So  far  from  the  horKw- 
able  member  for  Echuca  being  singular  in 
the  quotation  he  made  to-night,  and  in  the 
views  to  which  he  gave  utterance,  I  have 
to  sav  that  a  practical  irtximtxiger,  a  friend 
of  mine  in  Sydney — a  man  of  the  highest 
integrity,  who  has  been  selling  white  lead 
all  his  life — expressed  the  same  opinion. 

Mr.  Salmon. — According  to  the  honor- 
able member's  own  showing,  that  man  can- 
not know  anything  about  the  covering 
qualities  of  white  lead. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  suppose  the 
evidence  of  this  man  is  worth  just  as  much 
as  that  of  any  other  man  cormected  witb 
the  business.  Is  it  suggested  that  these 
statements  are  made  out  of  sheer  wantcxi- 
ness?  Honorable  members  ought  not  to 
attack  people  for  making  statements  in  all 
good  faith.  We  are  here  to  discuss  these 
matters,  and  not  to  abuse  one  another.  I 
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have  never  witnessed  a  more  savage  attack 
than  that  made  on  the  honorable  member  for 
Echuca ;  but  I  fancy  he  will  be  able  to 
live  through  it  all,  and,  perhaps,  ultimately 
benefit. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON'  (North 
Sydney)  [10.28].— Mr.  McDonald  

Sir  William  Lyne. — Honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  are  talking  like  a  lot  of 
children ! 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  would 
not  describe  die  action  of  the  Treasurer  in 
such  favorable  terms  as  those  in  which  he 
has  described  ours.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bendigo  questions  what  was  stated 
in  the  circular  quoted  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Echuca,  and  I  now  desire  to 
read  the  following  sentences  — 

In  spite  of  some  hysterical  articles  in  our 
local  press,  we  can  confidently  assert  that 
genuine  white  lead,  at  recognised  in  Great 
Britain,  is  not  yet  an  article  of  manufacture 
bere.  A  quantity  of  sulphate  of  lead,  which 
is  a  cheap  by-product,  has  been  manufactured 
here — we,  ourselves,  in  years  gone  by  have 
made  about  300  tons  of  the  same.  It  is  an 
article  altogether  inferior  in  covering  power 
to  genuine  white  lead  and  if  offered  to  the 
pub)  Lie  in  Great  Britain  as  racb,  would  be  a 
breach  of  the  law. 

That  is  all  the  circular  says. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — It  does  not  happen  to 
be  true. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— What  is 
not  true? 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  statement  that 
good  white  lead  is  not  made  in  Australia. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am  not 
raising  that  questi<Mi ;  I  am  <Mily  pointing 
out  that  the  letter  states  that  white  lead 
made  from  sulphate  of  lead  is  inferior  to 
white  lead  made  from  carbonate  of  lead, 
and  that  that  is  an  opinion  confirmed  by 
the  highest  authcvities. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [10.30].— The 
honorable  member  for  North  Sydney  has 
stated  that  he  does  not  know  that  Aus- 
tralian white  lead  is  used  for  painting  pur- 
poses. In  mv  opinion  the  honorable  mem- 
ber has  not  distinguished  between  metallx 
lead  and  white  lead.  I  would  point  out  to 
him  that  in  the  rep(»-t  of  the  A  section  of 
the  Tariff  Commission  the  fdlowing  state- 
ment is  made — 

In  November,  1904,  the  Victorian  Public 
Woilcs  Department  specified  that  Anstralian- 
mnde  white  lead  could  be  nsed  in  tbeir  con- 
tracts. At  that  time  metallic  lead  was  £13  is. 
3d.  per  ton,  and  instead  of  a  percentage  rise 
in  the  price  of  white  lead,  owing  to  the  in- 
creased, cost  of  the  raw  material  there  was  a 
reduction  of  over  £3  per  ton. 


I  challenge  h(»iorable  members  opposite  to 
refute  that  statement.  I  should  like  to  hear 
what  the  honorable  member  for  Echuca  has 
to  say  concerning  it.  He  seems  to  think  that 
nothing  made  in  Australia  can  possiblv  be 
equal  in  quality  to  what  is  made  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Palmer. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
I  have  never  made  any  such  statement  as 
that  attributed  to  me,  and  I  ask  that  it 
be  withdrawn. 

The  CHAIR^FAN.- As  the  honorable 
member  regards  the  remark  as  (tensive, 
prt^ablv  the  hwiorable  member  for  Corio 
will  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  should  like  to  know 
what  is  regarded  as  oflfensive. 

Mr.  Palmer. — The  statement  that  I  have 
an  objecticm  to  everything  that  is  Aus- 
tralian. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  do  not  regard  that 
statement  as  an  offensive  one.  It  is  a  fair 
deduction  to  make  from  the  honorable  man- 
ber's  attitude  in  this  chamber. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— If  the  honorable 
member  for  Corio  insists  upon  the  statement, 
it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  compel  him  to 
withdraw  it.  But  when  an  honorable 
member  takes  exception  to  a  statement  made 
by  another  honorable  member  it  has  been 
customary  for  the  author  of  the  statement, 
as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Then  it  is  a  custom 
which  I  do  not  intend  to  observe  on  this  oc- 
casicHi.  I  am  sorry  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Echuca  does  not  like  it,  and  I 
ask  him  not  to  regard  my  statement  as 
offensive. 

The  CHAIRMAN.-WiU  the  honorable 
member  proceed? 

Mr.  Palmer. — It  h  a  case  of  ncm- 
surrender,  sir. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— The  honorable  member 
for  North  Sydney  has  declared  that  it  is 
not  white  lead,  but  metallic  lead,  whidi  is 
used  in  Australia.  I  hope  that  he  is  not 
super -sensitive,  like  the  honorable  member 
for  Echuca  

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  shall  not 
reeard  anything  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber may  say  as  <^ensive. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Will  the  honorable 
member  proceed? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— If  I  am  to  be  badgered 
in  this  way,  not  only  by  the  Opposition, 
but  by  the  Chair,  I  cannot  contmue  ray 
argument. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— 1  have  no  desire  to 
badger  the  honorable  member,  but  I  wtmid 
point  out  that  he  is  holding  a  conversation 
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with  the  h(Hiorable  member  for  North  Syd- 
ney. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[10.35]. — 1  propose  to  read  some  state- 
ments in  regard  to  this  item  which  are  con- 
tained in  the  report  of  the  protectionist  sec- 
tion of  the  Tariff  Commission,  and  which 
eclipse  anything  that  has  been  said  to-night 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Echuca.  That 
section  of  the  Commission  summarizes  the 
evidence  of  a  gentleman  named  Finlayson. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — I  quoted  that  summary 
this  evening. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  there  is 
no  need  for  nte  to  refer  to  it  again.  A 
few  minutes  ago  the  honorable  member  for 
Bendigo  rose  to  repel  a  slander.  Why, 
then,  did  he  ina>rporate  the  slander  in  his 
own  report? 

Mr.  Batcmelor. — He  referred  only  to 
the  white  lead  which  is  made  in  Sydiiey. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Of  course  there 
is  a    difference   between  the  white  lead 
which  is  made  in  Sydney  and  that  which  is 
made  in  Victoria?     It  is  a  slander  to  re- 
flect upon  anything  made  in  Victoria,  but 
quite  proper  to  do  so  in  respect  of  any- 
thing made  in  Sydney.     Have  we  reached 
that  point?     The  whole  thing  is  atnurd. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Amendment  (by  Mr.  Johnson)  put- 
That  after  the  figures  "4s-  6d.,"  paragraph 
A,  the  words  "  aod  on  aad  after  3rd  December* 
1907,  per  cwt   (Geaeral  Tariff),  3s.,"  be  in- 
serted. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Paks. 


Ayes 
Noes 

Majority 

Archer,  K.  W. 
Browa,  Tilley 
Cook,  JostDh 
Edwards,  R. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Johnson,  W.  £. 
I.ivingstoa,  J. 

Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
CbApman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Fnaer.  C.  E. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
'<Ioney,  W.  R.  N. 
;er.  S. 
oigtll.  J.  K. 
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Atxs. 

McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks,  \V.  H. 
W'vnnc.  A. 

Tellers: 
Atkinsrm,  L. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 


Noes. 


O  Malley,  King 

Palmer,  A.  C. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Sampson,  S. 
Storrer,  D. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 

W.-it«m,  t.  r. 
Webster.  W. 
Wise,  O.  H. 

Tellers: 
Chanter,  }.  U. 
Cook,  Hume 


Kelly,  W.  H. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Liddell,  F. 
Willis,  Henry 
Brown,  Thomas 
Smith,  Bruce 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Wilioa,  J.  0. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Rcid,  G.  H. 
Poynton,  A. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Mahon,  H. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 


Kingston,  C.  C. 
Harper,  R. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Thomson,  John 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Bam  ford,  F.  W. 
Walkins,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Mathews,  J. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Knox,  W. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Foxton,  Colonel 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived. 

Amendments   (by    Sir   John  Quick) 

agreed  to — 

That  after  the  figures  "4s.  6d.,"  paragraph 

A,  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  3rd  Decemba, 
1907,  per  cwt.  (General  Tariff),  4a.";  and  that 
after  the  figures  "4s."  Ae  words  "and  on  and 
after  3rd  December,  1907,  per  cwt.  (United 
Kingdom),  3s.  6d.,"  be  inserted. 

Mr.  WU.KS  (Dalley)  [10.46].— The 
proposed  rates  of  6s.  9d.  and  6s.,  or  25 
and  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  whicberer 
returns  the  higher  duty,  on  paints  and 
colours  prepared  for  use,  will  be  a  very 
severe  impost  upon  an  anti-corrosive  paint 
which  is  used  for  ships'  bottoms.  It  is 
a  patented  article,  prepared  by  a  secret 
process,  and  has  to  be  imported,  its  value 
being  about  £i$o  a  ton,  whereas  ordinary 
paint  costs  from  £,20  to  ;^3o  per  too. 
When  the  last  Tariff  was  under  discussion, 
on  my  motion  the  Government  agreed  to 
substitute  for  an  alternative  rate  ^  fixed 
rate  of  4s.  per  cwL  The  Government  has, 
by  departmental  regulation,  eiempted 
deep-sea  ships  on  whidi  this  paint  is  used 
from  the  payment  of  duty,  and  I  wish  to 
secure  the  same  exemption  for  Inter-State 
\-essels. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  am  willing  to 
make  the  duty  on  such  paint  4s.  6d.  and  4s. 

Mr.  WILKS.— In  that  case,  I  give  no- 
tice of  my  intention  to  move  the  insertion 

of  a  new  paragraph,  imposing  duties  of 
4s.  6d.  and  4s.  on  ships'  anti-foultng  com- 
position. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [10.50]. 
— I  move — 

That  after  tlw  figures  "6s.  9d.,"  pnragrai* 

B,  the  words  "and  on  and  after  3rd  December, 
1907,  per  cwt.  (General  Tariff),  6s.,"  be  in- 
serted; and  that  after  the  figures  "6s.**  the 
words  "and  oa  and  after  3rd4>eceiBber,  1907, 
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I  move  this  amendment  to  bring  the  nSXM 
in  pansraph  a  in  conformity  with  tho«e 
in  paragraph  a.  I  intend  mUnequently  to 
move  an  alternative  ad  valorem  rate  of 
20  per  cent.,  which  is  what  was  suggested 
by  the  Tariff  CommissitHi,  to  cover  high 
grades  of  paint. 

Sir  WnxiAM  Lttne. — The  proposed  rate 
against  British  importations  is  20  per  cent. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  should  not  ob- 
ject to  a  20  per  cent,  rate  all  round. 

Mr.  WYNNE  (Balaclava)  [10.52].— No 
doobt  other  honorable  members  have,  like 
myself,  received  statements  from  the 
master  coachbuilders  and  wbedwrights  of 
New  South  Wales  and  Victoria,  in  which 
they  say  that  last  year  the  impOTts  of 
f<weign-made  vehicles  were  valued  at  onlv 
^9.500,  and  that  the  estimated  value  of 
vehicles  of  all  classes  made  in  Australia 
is  j^2,ooo,ooo  per  arniom.  They  are 
satisfied  with  the  present  rates  of  duty, 
under  which  they  have,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  been  able  to  establish  an  export 
tradci,  but  the^  object  to  the  increasing  of 
dudes  on  their  raw  materials. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Is  the  honorable 
member's  information  from  Victorian 
manufacturers  ? 

Mr,  WYNNE.— It  is  signed  by  F. 
Skinner,  W.  H.  Stevens,  Dan  White,  F. 
C.  Wilmot,  and  J.  W.  Waring,  on  behalf 
of  the  Master  Coachbuilders'  and  Wheel- 
wrights' Association  of  Victoria,  and  on 
bebalf  of  a  special  meeting  of  Bendigo 
master  coachbuildera,  held  00  the  9th 
September,  1907 ;  while  it  is  s^ned  hf 
G.  H.  Olding,  an  hthalf  of  a  special  meet- 
ing of  the  Sydney  master  a»chbuilders, 
held  at  Sydney  on  the  23rd  Au^st  last, 
and  on  behalf  of  eighteen  leading  New 
South  Wales  coachbuilders. 

Sir  John  Quick. — ^They  ask  for  protec- 
tion for  their  finished  products ;  but  they 
wish  to  get  their  raw  material  free. 

Mr.  Sampson. — Most  of  them  are  only 
assemblers  of  parts.  Thev  are  not  manu- 
facturers in  the  true  sense. 

Mr.  WYNNE.— They  use  what  wood 
they  can  get. 

Sir  WiLUAic  LvNE. — No;  they  do  not. 
Some  of  them  came  to  me,  and  I  tc^d  th^ 
that  I  would  not  do  what  they  asked. 

Mr.  WYNNE.— They  use  a  great  deal 
of  Queensland  and  other  Australian  woods, 
the  only  timber  imported  by  them  being 
hickory  for  shafts  and  spokes.  I  have 
seen  dozens  of  vehicles  made  in  Ballarat 
and  Melbourne  very  largely  from  Aus- 
tnlian  timbers.    There  h  practically  no 


paint  giound  in  liquid,  or  paint  prepared 
for  use,  made  in  this  country,  at^ugh 
the  hcmorable  member  for  Bendigo  says 
^at  in  time  it  will  be  manufactured  here. 
I  was  oonoerned  in  a  white  lead  making 
company  which  was  started  at  Footscray. 
tMtf,  although  it  spent  a  great  deal  of 
naoney,  it  could  not  get  on,  not  for  want 
of  a  duty,  because  the  price  was  good 
enough,  but  because  it  could  not  mate  a 
proper  article.  If  we  are  going^  to  tax  the 
raw  material  of  the  coachbuilders  

Sir  John  Quick. — We  have  increased 
the  duties  on  vehicles. 

Mr.  WYNNE.— They  have  not  asked 
for  higher  duties  on  vehicles.  Australia 
can  hold  its  own  in  that  matter. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Has  the  honorable 
member  read  the  Tariff  Commission's  evi- 
dence on  the  subject  ? 

Mr.  WYNNE.— I  know  as  much  about 
the  miUter  as  did  the  witnesses  who  came 
befwe  the  Tariff  Commission.  Years  ago 
the  Americans  used  to  send  vehicles  here, 
but  within  the  last  decade,  hardly  one  has 
been  imported,  and  I  do  not  tihink  that 
thwe  are  ten  imported  baggies  in  Victoria 
at  the  present  day.  Furthermore,  the  Rail- 
way Workshops  make  the  carriages  and 
waggons  required  for  ttie  railways,  the 
wood  used  in  eadi  case  being  nearly  all 
Australian, 

Mr.  Mathews. — ^This  has  been  done 
under  protecticm. 

Mr.  WYNNE.— Certainly ;  and  I  am  in 
favour  of  jMrotection;  but  I  do  not  desire 
to  hamper  our  manufacturers  by  taxii^ 
their  raw  material.  We  cannot  produce 
prepared  oils  and  paints  in  this  country. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  (Oxiey)  [10.56].— I  am 
opposed  to  these  high  rates  of  duties,  and 
the  Minister  has  given  no  reason  for  in- 
creasing the  duty  from  4s.  to  6s.  pd.,  or 
ad  valorem  rates  of  25  and  20  per  cent., 
whichever  mav  be  the  higher.  To  show 
how  this  double-barrelled  duty  works  out 
on  paints  prepared  for  use,  let  me  quote  the 
following  letter — 

Invoice  for  coach  paints  jiist  to  hand,  con- 
tents of  Which  are  16S  lbs.  at  the  6s.  gd.  per 
cwt.  r&te  will  make  the  duty  los.  3d.,  while 
under  the  25  per  cent,  rate,  it  brings  the  dutv 
u|*  to  381.  50.,  and  another  lot,  weighing  9S  lb&.', 
at  the^  specific  rate  the  duty  would  come  to 
something  like  61.,  while  under  the  ad  valoretH 
duty,  the  didy  cooiea  to  60s.  6d.  Tfie  figures 
speak  for  themselves. 

The  duty  on  a  certain  high-class  and  high- 
priced  paint  imported  fr«n  England,  has 
been  increased,  with  the  result  that,  instead 
of  having  to  pay  4s.  per  cwt.,  which  equals 
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8d.  per  gallon,  it  has  to  pay  20  p«'  cent., 
plus  10  per  c«it.,  which  equals  4s.  id  pa 
gallon.  Under  the  old  Tariff,  this  paint 
was  so  expensive  that  it  could  be  used 
only  in  good  work,  such  as  railway  cars, 
hospitals,  ships,  &c.,  and  the  new  duty 
practically  prohibits  its  use.  I  hope  that 
the  Minister  will  consent  to  a  large  reduc- 
tion. I  shall  suppcMt  the  proposed  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  for  Dalley. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [10.59].— When 
the  honorable  member  for  Balaclava  said 
that  the  coachbuilders  ask  that  the  duties 
on  their  raw  materials  shall  not  be  in- 
creased, it  was  objected  that  they  asked  for 
higher  duties  chi  their  finished  products ; 
but  that  is  not  so,  because  they  are  satis- 
fied with  the  old  rates  in  regard  to  both 
their  vehicles  and  their  raw  materials. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Only  some  of  them. 

Mr.  CROUCH.  —  l'  am  sorry  that 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs 
is  not  at  the  table.  He  received  a 
deputation,  introduced  by  me,  consist- 
ing of  representatives  of  the  Master 
Coachbuilders'  Association  of  VictOTii*. 
It  presented  telegrams  from  Bendigo,  Bal- 
larat.  and  Geelong,  and  was  accompanied 
by  a  representative  of  the  Coachbuilders' 
Association,  of  Adelaide,  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  New  South  Wales  Coach- 
builders' SocietA'.  It  was  distinctly  stated 
by  the  speakers  that  they  did  not  want  an 
increased  duty  on  the  finished  article,  and 
were  quite  satisfied  with  the  protection  they 
had  against  outside  comjietition.  They 
.asked  the  Minister  that  the  duties  in  the 
old  Tariff  should  be  allowed  to  stand.  I 
know  nothing  about  the  views  of  the  trade 
beyond  the  statements  which  were  made  by 
that  representative  deputation. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — I  suppose  the 
honorable  member  recollects  that  there  was 
a  little  difference  of  opinion? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— There  was  one  man 
who  had  rot  been  asked  to  attend,  and  1 
understand  that  he  made  some  representa- 
tions to  the  Minister  subseouently.  But 
so  far  as  the  deputation  ould  be  represen- 
tative, it  was. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  fXorth  Svd- 
ney)  [11.2]. — [  point  out  that  in  this  case 
we  are  asl;ed  to  agree  to  alternative  duties 
-to  duties  of  6s.  and  5s.  3d.  respec- 
tivelv.  or  if  those  are  not  high  enough  to 
duties  of  25  and  20  per  cent,  respectively. 

Sir  John  Quick.— That  is  on  the  higher 
grade  of  paints. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Yes ;  but 
percentage  on  the  cheaper  paints  is  very 


much  higher  than  the  percentage  oa  the 
dearer  pamts.  I  do  not  like  these  alterna- 
tive duties,  because  attempts  win  be  made 
to  e^-ade  them.      In  the  case  of  paints 

it  will  be  quite  impossible  in  many 
cases  to  distinguish  them.  Where  there 
are  great  variations  in  value,  as  there  are 
in  many  cases,  the  Customs  officers  will 
have  great  difficulty  in  distinguishing  them. 
I  would  far  rather  see  a  fixed  duty,  even  at 
the  higher  amount  proposed  by  the  hooor- 
able  member  for  Bendigo,  than  the  duty 
previously  proposed.  I  shall  not  raise 
any  objection  to  the  amendment  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Bendigo,  but  I  prc^xtse 
to  move  the  omissim  of  the  duties  of  25 
and  20  per  cent. 

Amendments  agreed  ta 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Dugald  Thomson) 
proposed— 

Thai  the  words  "ad  val.  ^General  Tariff). 
35  per  cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  30  pel  cent., 
whichever  rate  returns  the  higher  duty,"  para- 
graph B,  be  left  ont. 

Sir  John  Quick. — If  the  Minister  sees 
no  objection  to  that  amendment,  I  shall  ixit 

oppose  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11. 4]. — I  prefer  to  see  the  words 
retained,  because  the  duties  are  intended 
to  affect,  not  the  cheaper  grades  of  paints, 
but  the  higher  grades.  It  was  recommended 
.by  the  A  section  of  the  Tariff  Ctxnmissior 
that  the  duty  on  British  imports  should  be 
6s.  per  cwt.,  or  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  Dugald  Thomson. — But  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Bendigo  now  says  that 
if  the  Minister  does  not  object  to  mv 
amendment  he  will  not. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  do  not  mind  the 
duty  being  fixed  at  20  per  cent,  in  each 
column. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [11.5].—! 
think  that  the  Treasurer  should  reduce  the 
ad  vaCorem  rates  to  20  and  1 5  per  cent,  re- 
spectively. If  he  will  agree  to  that  re- 
duction it  will  cover  the  cases  which  he  has 
in  his  mind. 

Mr.  WYXXE  (Balaclava)  fii-e].— As 
the  old  duty  of  4s.  has  been  increased  to 
6s.,  it  means  a  duty  of  ^6  a  ton.  That, 
I  think,  ought  to  be  suflfcient  protection  on 
any  class  of  paint  To  my  mind,  it  is  a 
very  big  charge.  I  do  not  know  what 
paint  is  worth,  but  I  should  think  that  j£;2o 
would  be  a  i-ery  good  price.  On  that  value 
a  dutv  of  jffi  a  ton  would  be  equal  to  20 
per  cent.  It  is  a  most  difficult  thing  for 
any  person  to  assess  the  value  of  these  ar- 
ticles. Preferably  I  wout^l  support  a  fixed 
duty  on  all  things,  because  it -does  away 
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with  any  inducement  to  ccmmit  a  fraud. 
If  we  impose  an  ad  valarem  duty  and  a 
fixied  du^,  it  will  only  encourage  penooi 
to  undervalue  their  goods,  whereas  if  we 
impose  a  fiied  duty  'Only  they  will  know 
exactly  what  they  nave  to  pay,  and  there 
wiU  be  no  induconent  to  commit  a  fraud. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [11.8].— 
I  would  point  out  to  the  honwable  member 
for  North  Sydney  that  if  his  amendment 
be  negatived,  the  duty  of  25  per  cent,  will 
stand,  although  the  Treasurer  has  offered 
to  reduce  it  to  20  per  cent 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  hcmorable  mem- 
bers are  agreeable,  I  am  prepared  to  accept 
dut^  of  20  and  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North  Syd- 
ney) [11-9]. — I  propose  to  test  the  pcnnt  oa 
an  amendm«it  to  omit  die  wwds  "or  ad 
val."  In  any  case  if  the  Minister  does 
not  want  the  duty  fixed  in  that  form,  it 
can  be  dealt  with  afterwards  in  a  separate 
paragraph. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  point  out  to  the 
honoraUe  member  for  North  Sydney  that 
if  his  amendmnit  is  lost,  the  hcncnable 
member  for  Gwydir  will  not  be  able  to 
move  an  amendment  to  reduce  the  rates, 
because  the  question  put  to  the  Committee 
will  have  been  that  the  wcwds  proposed  to 
be  left  out  stand  jHirt  of  the  item. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Dugald  Thomson) 
proposed — 

That  the  words  "or  ad  val.,"  parafrraph  B, 
fcc  left  out. 

Question — That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  item — put 
The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


25 
16 


Majority 


Ans. 


Batclielor,  E.  L. 
Cair,  E.  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Ewios.  T.  T. 
>'isher,  A. 
Kraser.  C,  E. 
Groom,  L.  K. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 
Mauger,  S. 


McDougall,  J.  K. 
O'Malley,  King 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Slorrer,  D. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster.  W. 
Wise,  O.  H. 

Teiterji 
Cook,  Hume 
Crouch,  R.  A. 


Archer,  E.  W. 

Atkinson,  L. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  R. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Liddell,  F. 
Liviogstoo,  J. 
McWilliams,  W.  ]. 


NOIS. 

P*ge.  J. 

Palmer,  A.  C. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers: 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 


Pairs. 


Kelly,  W.  H. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
^iillis,  Ileniv 
Brown,  Thomas 
brown,  Tilley 
Smith,  Bruce 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Irvine,  W.  II. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Keid,  G.  H. 
Poynton,  A. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Malion,  H. 
Ftwier,  J.  M. 
Hutches,  W.  M. 


Kingston,  C.  C. 
Harper,  R. 
Thomson,  John 
1-ostcr,  F.  J. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Ramford,  F.  W. 
Watkins,  l>. 
Deakin,  A. 
Thomas,  J . 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Mathews,  J. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Knox,  W. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Irvine,  Hans 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Amendment  negatived.  , 
Amendments  (by  Mr.  Webstek)  agreed 
to— 

That  after  the  words  "  25  per  cent.,"  para- 
graph B,  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  3rd 
December,  1907,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  20 
per  cent.";  and  that  after  the  words  "20  per 
cent.,"  the  words  "and  on  and  after  3rd  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  val.  (United  Kingdom),  15  per 
cent.,"  be  inserted. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [11. 12].  —  I 
move — 

That  the  following  new  paragraph  be  in. 
serted  : — 

"  BB.  Ships'  anti.fouHng  composition,  per  cwt. 
(General  Tari£F),  4s.  6d.;  (United  Kingdom), 
4»" 

The  object  of  this  new  paragraph  is  to 
affcvd  facilities  for  Inter-State  vessels  to 
be  docked  in  Australia.  If  provision  be 
not  made  in  this  directicxi,  it  simply  means 
that  ships  will  be  docked  in  eastern 
ports.  Other  oountries,  like  New  Zealand, 
admit  these  paints  practically  free,  and  it 
would  be  advisable  for  Australia  to  do  the 
same. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[ii.ipl.—Para^raph  c,  "Colours,  dry, 
n.e.L,  is  item  as  to  which  we  have 
prcqrosed  a  little  increase  of  225  per  cent, 
in  the  duty.  It  is  desirable  to  emphasize 
that  fact.  Such  an  increase  may  not  sound 
very  much  if  one  says  it  quickly.  I  do  not 
profess  to  know  much  about  oolours,  but 


6890 


Tariff  [REPIIESENTATIVES]    (Painla  and  Colours). 


I  must  protest  against  an  absurd  increase 

of  this  kind.    I  move — 

That  after  the  figures  "  35.  3^.."  paragraph  c, 
the  words  "and  on  and  after  3rd  December, 
1007,  per  cwt.  {General  Tariff),  as.,"  be  in- 
serted. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendments  (by  Mr.  Webster)  agreed 

to— 

That  after  the  figures  "3s.  3d.,"  paragraph 
c,  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  3rd  December, 
1907,  per  cwt.  (General  Tariff),  as.  6d.*' :  and 
that  after  the  figures  "  3s."  the  words  "  and  on 
and  after  3rd  December,  1907,  per  cwt.  (United 
Kingdom),  2s.,"  be  inserted. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[11.23]. — I  should  be  glad  if  the  honorable 
member  for  Gwydir  would  move  a  reduc- 
tion on  oiy  behalf,  in  respect  of  paragraph 
D.  I  am  prepared  to  agree  to  a  proposal 
that  the  duty  00  foreign  imports  be  re- 
duced from  2s.  3d.  to  IS.  6d.  per  cwt 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  shall  not  accept 
such  an  amendment 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— r  move- 
That  after  the  figures  "as.  3a.,"  paragraph 
D,  the  words  "and  00  and  after  3rd  December, 
1907,  per  cwt.  (General  Tariff),  is.  6d.,"  be 
inserted. 

Amoidment  negatived. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [11.24].— I 
intend  to  move — 

That  after  the  figurei  "as.  3d.,"  paragraph 
D,  the  words  "and  on  and  after  3rd  December, 
1907,  per  cwt.  (General  Tariff),  ai.**;  and  that 
after  the  figures  "as."  the  words  "and  on  and 
after  3rd  December,  I9i>7,  per  cwt.  (United 
Kingdom),  is.  9d.,**  be  inserted. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[11.26]. — I  should  like  the  Treasurer  to 
agree  to  progress  being  reported. 

Sir  WiLLUu  Ltne. — The  hcwOTable 
member  may  try  to  coimt-out  the  House  if 
he  likes  to  do  so,  but  I  ^all  not  agree  to 
an  adjoumnKnt  until  we  have  dealt  with 
this  divisitxi. 

Air.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Why  not  finish 
the  whole  Tariff  befcwe  we  adjourn?  I 
think  that  it  is  time  that  progress  was  re- 
puted. The  Committee  seems  to  be  in  a 
mood  to  vote  for  whatever  the  Treasurer 
desires. 

Mr.  Watson. — We  are  all  reasonable 
men. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— Yes  i  when  the 
duties  have  been  increased  by  200  per 
cent,  and  300  per  cent.  The  Treasurer  is  in 
a  very  imreasonable  mood.  He  has  told 
me  across  the  table  that  he  will  do  nothing 
for  me,  and  I  do  not  see  wt^  I  idiould 
anything  for  him. 


Sir  William  Lvne.— I  did  not  say  that. 
Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  leductioa 
pit^iOEed  by  the  boocvable  member 
Gwydir  is  a  paltry,  contemptU>le  one,  and 
I  would  sooner  vote  for  the  original  duty. 
It  is  an  abuse  of  terms  to  speak  of  these 
duties  as  reasonable.  So  far  as  I  can 
learn,  there  is  very  little  of  this  mate- 
rial imported.  The  Treasurer  will  agree 
to  nothing,  but  now  and  again  he  puts  up 
an  honorable  member  on  his  own  side  to- 
make  a  slight  reduction. 

Mr.  Webster. — He  does  not  do  any- 
thing of  the  kind. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— When  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Gwydir  begins  to  move 
reductions,  we  may  be  quite  sure  that  he 
has  had  the  "  office." 

Mr.  Webster. — I  know  something  about 
these  items. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  (X)OK.— The  honorable 
member  for  Lang  is  the  airthority  on  white 
lead,  and  he  declares  that  these  duties  are 
eitremelv  hi^h.  I  appeal  to  the  Treasurer 
to  a^ee  to  duties  of  is.  pd.  and  is.  6d. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— No.  I  will  agree- 
to  2s.  and  IS.  pd. 
Mr,  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  I  move- 
That  after  Uie  figures  "  as.  3d.,"  para^mph 
D,  the  word*  **aad  on  and  after  3rd  December^ 
1907,  per  cwL  (General  Tariff),  is.  9d.,"  be 
inserted. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [11.34]- — I  think  the  Treasurer 
should  be  more  reascmable.  Items  have 
been  passed  to-day  with  a  rapidity  I  did 
not  expect.  We  might  reasonably  have  ex- 
pected that  the  discussion  of  the  kerosene 
duty  would  have  occupied  a  whole  day. 
There  is  one  item  in  this  division  on  which 
it  is  necessary  that  sometfiing  ^ould  be 
said,  because  the  increase  proposed  in  the 
duty  is  enormous.  I  refer  to  item  2.^7— 
varnishes.  I  suggest  that  the  Minister 
should  postpone  the  consideration  of  that 
item. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — No.  We  have 
reached  a  stage  at  whkh  it  is  necessary  that 
^^o  should  make  up  our  minds  to  get  to  a 
certain  place  in  the  Tariff  each  day. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  Min- 
ister cannot  expect  that  honorable  members- 
on  this  side  will  give  up  the  views  thev 
hold  because  he  insists  that  a  certain  dutv 
should  be  imposed.  There  must  be  some 
consideration  for  honorable  munbers  on 
this  side,  or  there  must  be  debate. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Let  us  go  on  with 
the  debate.    I  intend  to  finish  this  division 
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Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Th«e  is 
the  answer  to  the  suggestion  that  &e  Trea- 
surer should  agree  to  the  postpcmement  of 
the  one  item  of  varnishes.  This  is  what 
we  get  in  return  iot  checking  debate  on  the 
kerosene  duty.  It  should  not  be  forgotten 
that  even  if  the  Minister  applied  the  closure 
to  the  debate,  and  merely  took  a  divisicm 
on  each  item,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
him  to  get  the  Tariff  through  before  Christ- 
mas without  the  co-operaticm  of  the  Oppo- 
sition. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^We  are  so  near  the 
end  of  this  division  that  I  think  we  mieht 
finish  it  to-night. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If  the 
Treasurer  would  meet  the  Opposition  in 
connexion  with  varnishes,  there  should  be 
no  difficulty  about  that. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [11. .^6]. 
— Every  one  must  recognise  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  North  Sydney  is  right 
when  he  says  that  unless  there  is  co-opera- 
tion amongst  members  on  all  sides  we  can- 
not expect  to  finish  the  considerattMi  of  the 
Tariff  in  this  Qiamber  beftwe  Christmas, 
Still,  I  suggest  that  this  division  might  be 
put  through  to-night.  I  must  say  that  the 
Opposition  have  treated  honorable  members 
on  this  side  fairly  to-night.  I  point  out 
with  regard  to  varnishes  that  the  prop(»ed 
increase  is  not  such  an  enormous  one  as  has 
been  suggested,  and  I  think  it  will  be 
found  when  we  reach  the  item  that  there  is 
a  fair  prospect  of  an  agreement  upon  it. 

Question — That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  inserted  (Mr.  Joseph  Cook's  amend- 
ment) be  so  inserted— put.  The  Committee 
divided. 

Ayes     ...         ...         ...  10 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  34 


Pairs. 


Majority^ 

Archer,  E.  W. 
Bowden.  E.  K. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Liddell.  F. 
UcWiltiams,  W.  J. 

Batcbelor,  E.  L. 
Carr.  E.  S. 
CatU,  J.  H. 
Chapinaa,  Auslio 
Coon,  J. 
Ewing.  T.  T. 
Fither,  A 
Fraxer,  C.  E. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
O'Malley,  King 
Palmer,  A.  C. 


...  14 

Arts. 

I'-igc,  J. 

Thomson,  Dugald 

Tellers: 
Atkinson,  T,. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 

Noes. 

^uick,  Sir  John 

Si\lmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Storrer,  D, 
Tudor.  F.  r,. 
Wntson,  J.  C. 
Webrter.  W. 
Wt«e.  G.  H. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers  : 
Coolc,  Huree 
McDongall,  J.  K. 


Kelly,  W,  H. 
F)sb,  Sir  Philip 
Willis,  Henry 
Brown,  Thomas 
Brown,  Tillev 
Smith,  Bruce 
Fuller,   G.  W. 
Wilson,  I.  G. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Veid,  G.  H. 
Poynton,  A. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
HuEihes,  W.  M. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Livingston,  J. 


Kingston,  C.  C. 

Harper,  R. 
Thomson,  John 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Watkios,  D, 
Deakin,  A. 
Thomas,  J. 
Spcnce,  W.  G. 
Mathewa,  J. 
Hutchison,  J, 
Foxtoa,  Colonel 
.Irvine,  Hani 
Manger,  S. 
Crooch,  R.  A. 
Koox,  W. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Amendments  (by  Mr.  Webster)  pro* 
posed — 

l*hat  after  the  figures  "  n.  3d.,"  paragraph  D, 
the  words  "  and  on  and  after  3rd  December, 
1907,  per  cwt.  (General  TariO),  at.";  and  that 
after  the  figurei  "  as.,"  the  words  "  and  on  and 
after  3rd  December,  taofpt  per  cwt.  (United 
Kingdom),  ii.  9d.,"  be  userted. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[11.43]. — I  should  like  to  know  whether 
the  Minister  can  give  any  information  on 
the  item  of  white  lead.  I  admit 
that  it  is  ver)-  rare  for  him  to 
give  infomiatiOTi.  Will  he  tell  us 
where  white  lead  is  produced  in  Aus- 
tralia, under  what  ccwiditions,  what  wages 
are  paid  in  <he  industry,  if  it  is  an  industry 
worth  cultivating  in  Australia,  and  what 
justificaticm  he  has  for  this  huge  increase 
in  the  duty  ?  White  lead  is  one  of  the  raw 
materials  for  the  manufacture  of  paint. 
The  number  of  men  interested  tn  getting  it 
in  at  a  moderate  rate  of  duly  far  outweighs 
the  number  of  men  who  will  be  employed  in 
any  industry  of  the  kind  which  is  likely 
to  be  developed  in  Australia  for  some  time 
to  come.  Why  we  should  be  constantly 
taxing  the  raw  materials  of  certaii.  indus- 
tries, I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand.  But 
apparently  Ihe  Treasurer  has  only  to  sit 
tight  and  he  gets  everything  through  with- 
out a  word  of  explanation.  Scarcely  one 
honorable  member  knows  where,  in  Aus- 
tralia, this  white  lead  is  produced. 

Mr.  Coon. — It  is  produced  at  Yarra- 
ville,  near  Footscrav. 

Mr,  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  will  the 
honorable  member  for  Batman  tell  us  all 
about  the  industry  ?  How  many  hands  are 
employed  ?  We  must  know  something  about 
the  item  beftwe  we  nass  it.  We  cannot 
vote  in  the  dajk.     We  are  voting  100  and 
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20O  per  cent,  increases  of  duty  in  the  most 
absolute  igncnrance  of  what  we  are  d(Hng. 

Mr.  Batchelor.— The  honorable  member 
has  had  two  divisicms  on  it  in  the  dark. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— As  the  Commit- 
tee is  determined  not  to  reduce  the  duty, 
the  next  best  thing  is  to  justify  it.  Will 
any  more  labour  be  employed  if  the  duties 
are  increased  ?  Is  the  new  protection  to 
apply  to  the  industry  if  established  under 
these  inordinate  rates?  I  will  not  vote  a 
I  GO  per  cent,  increase  in  any  duty  unless  I 
know  that  the  workman  is  to  b^iefit,  and 
that  the  best  labour  conditicxis  are  to  apply. 
Whv  tax  the  raw  material  <Mf  the  painters 
of  the  Commonwealth,  who  are  making  a 
bare  living  as  it  is?  I  like  a  fair  thing, 
but  I  do  not  think  this  is  a  fair  thing.  We 
are  told  that  this  white  lead — I  hope  that 
I  shall  not  be  accused  of  slandering  Aus- 
tralian industries  

M  r .  Ti  LLEY  Beo WN.  — The  hcHwrable 
member  is  doing  very  well. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  cannot  even 
get  a  TCKlucti<m  of  3d.  If  I  could  get  the 
ear  of  the  hcmorable  member  for  Gwydir, 
he  might  persuade  the  Government  to  be 
reasonable  even  yet. 

Mr.  Storrer. — He  has  proposed  duties 
of  2S.  and  is.  gd. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Is  that  a  rea- 
scxiable  proposal?  A  duty  of  is.  pd.  is 
an  increase  of  75  per  cent.  I  wished  to 
find  out  how  much  of  this  article  was  im- 
ported, but  the  figures  are  not  at  all  clear. 
I  am  referred  "over  the  leaf,"  but  that  tells 
us  nothing,  because  there  I  find  "  colours, 
dry,  n.e.L"  I  should  like  to  know  where 
white  lead  is  produced  in  Australia,  how 
many  men  are  employed,  what  wages  are 
paid,  and  the  area  of  the  worlu?  I 
should  like  to  know,  further,  from  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  in  the 
absmce  of  the  Treasurer,  whether  he  feels 
justified  in  agreeing  to  the  reasonable  pro- 
position that  the  duties  should  be  as.  and 
18.  6d.? 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — I  accept  the 
suggestion. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendments  (by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  figures  "  aa.  3d.,"  paragraph 
D,  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  3rd  December, 
1007,  per  cwt.  (Ceneral  Tariff),  as.,"  and  after 
the  figures  "  as."  the  words  "  and  on  and  after 
.ird  December,  1907,  per  cwt.  (I'nited  King- 
dom), IS.  6d.,'*  be  inserted. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  rii.55].— T  should 
like  to  suggest  to  the  Minister  of  Trade 


and  Customs  that  bar^vtes  should  be  placed 
imder  item  239,  and  thus  be  made  subject 
to  a  general  Tariff  of  5  per  cent.,  with 
free  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  Austin  Cbapman.— The  Govern- 
ment will  accept  that  suggestion — let  us  do 
some  businesSk 

Amendment  (bv  Mr.  Tudor)  agreed 
to — 

That  the  words  "  (E)  Barytes,  per  cwt.,  as.,** 
be  left  out. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  237.  Varnishes;  Varnish  and  Oil  Staini; 
Lacquers;  Enamels;  Enamel  Faints  and  Glosses; 
Japans ;  Berlin  and  Brunswick  Blacks ;  Liquid 
Sizes;  Patent  Knotting;  Oil  and  Wood  Finishes; 
Petrifying  Liquids ;  Damp-wall  Compositions ; 
Lithographic  Varnish j  Printers'  Ink  Reducer; 
Terebine;  Liquid  Dryers;  and  Gold  Sise,  per 
gal.,  as.,  or  ad  val.,  30  per  cent.,  whichever 
rate  returns  the  higher  duty. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  <Parramatta) 
[i2.o]. — This  is  a  debatable  item  which 
might  well  occupy  the  Committee  profit- 
ably for  at  least  half  a  sitting ;  and  yet 
we  are  asked  to  deal  with  it  at  midnight. 
1  decidedly  object  to  any  "  double  bulk- 
ing." Let  people  know  what  they  have 
to  pay  one  way  or  the  other.  If  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  will  agree 
to  leave  out  the  ad  valorem  duty  I  ^tall 
have  no  more  to  say. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Why  should  the  ad 
valorem  duty  be  left  out. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Because  the 
duty  is  a  high  one,  even  when  the  ad 
valorem  rate  is  omitted. 

Mr.  Storrer. — The  best  article  will 
then  be  admitted  at  the  lower  rate  of 
duty, 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  assured 
by  the  best  authorities  upon  varnishes,  that 
it  is  impossible  to  check  thar  values — that 
one  cannot  tell  the  difference  between  a 
varnish  whidi  is  worth  5s.  per  gallon  and 
one  which  is  worth  6s.  and  7s.  per  gallcxi. 
Their  relative  values  can  be  detennined  only 
by  their  wear. 

Mr.  Mathews. — They  must  be  funny 
practical  men  who  cannot  tell  the  difference 
between  the  values  of  varnishes. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  for  Lang  is  an  expert  upon 
varnishes — he  has  been  worldng  amonf^ 
them  all  his  life— and  he  cannot  tell  the 
difference  between  their  values.  I  should 
like  to  know  whether  the  Treasurer  will 
agree  to  substitute  a  fixed  rate  for  an  ad 
valorem  f 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [12.2 
a.m.]. — The  ad  valorem  rate  proposed  is 
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30  per  cent.  Personally,  I  should  be  will- 
ing to  agree  to  a  reduced  rate  as  a  com- 
promise. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — The  protectionist  secticai 
of  the  Tariff  Ommission  reccmunended 
only  IS.  gd.  per  gallon.. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK-.— That  is  a  mistake. 
We  reccxnmended  a  duty  of  as.  per  gal- 
\an. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Let  us  say 
2S.  6d.  per  gallon  under  the  gmeral  Tariff, 
and  2S.  per  gallon  under  that  for  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  have  no  objec- 
tion. I  suggest  to  the  Treasurer  that  we 
should  oaxiX.  the  ad  valorem  rate,  and  sub- 
stitute in  lieu  thereof  2s.  6d.  per  gallon 
under  the  general  Tariff,  and  2s.  per  gal- 
lon under  the  Tariff  for  the  United  King- 
dom. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North  Syd- 
ney) [i2-4  a.m.]. — In  the  first  place,  it  is 
undeniable  that  a  difficulty  is  experienced 
in  checking  the  values  of  varnishes.  That 
fact  would  enable  dishonest  firms  to  obtain 
a  trade  advantage.  In  tlw  second  place, 
a  good  deal  of  this  worTc  has  to  be  done 
in  competition  with  other  places.  A  con- 
sider^le  portion  of  it  has  to  be  done  upon 
vessels,  and  upon  articles  which  go  out  of 
Australia.  Seeing  that  New  Zealand, 
levies  a  duty  of  only  2s.  'per  gallon  upon 
varnishes,  the  imposition  of  the  rate  pro- 
posed would  offer  a  premium  to  all  vessels 
which  touch  at  the  Dominion  and  Aus- 
tralia to  get  their  work  done  there.  For 
these  reasons  the  Treasurer  might  well 
agree  to  the  suggestion  which  has  been 
made. 

Sir  WILLIA:Nr  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [12.5  a.m.]. — Several  persons  have 
contenckd  that  under  the  operation  of  the 
duty  pr(^x>sed,  ships  would  visit  New  Zea- 
land in  wder  to  get  their  varnishing  work 
dwie  there.  I  do  not  believe  that  many  ves- 
sels would  go  there  specially  for  that  pur- 
pose. But  I  confess  that  I  do  not  like  a 
double  duty.  At  the  same  time,  I  do  not 
wish  to  allow  the  higher  class  importations 
to  escape  taxation.  I  move- 
That  after  the  word  "Berlin"  the  word 
"and"  be  left  out,  with  a  view  to  insert  in 
lieu  thereof  a  commft. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Ltne) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  word  "Brunswick"  the  wordi 
*'  and  storing "  be  inserted. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume^Trea- 
surer)  [12.7  a.m.]. — In  deference  to  the  de- 


sire which  has  been  expressed,  and  em- 
phatically to  facilitate  the  transaction  of 
business,  I  move — 

That  after  the  figure  "2s."  the  words  "and 
OQ  and  after  3rd  December,  1C)07,  per  gallon 
(General  Tariff),  as.  6d. ;  (United  Kingdom], 
as.,"  be  inserted. 

I  shall  afterwards  move  the  omission  of 
the  words  "or  ad.  val.  30  per  cent., 
whichever  rate  returns  the  higher  duty." 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
fi2.8  a.m.]. — I  am  rather  surprised  that 
the  old  argument  that  we  cannot  produce 
varnish  in  Australia  has  not  been  ad- 
vanced. The  former  rate  of  duty  was 
IS.  pd.  per  gallon.  Yet  coachbuilders  tell 
us  that  Australian  varnish  is  useless. 

Mr.  Johnson. — A  lot  of  it  is. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.~The  whole  of  the 
varnish  used  cm  the  Victorian  railways  is 
manufactured  in  this  State. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Some  Australian  varnish 
is  good>  the  bulk  of  it  is  bad. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— Under  the  existing 
system  the  higher  grades  of  varnish  will 
be  admitted  at  a  cheap  rate.  Unfor- 
tunately, while  the  Treasurer  is  frequently 
derided  by  the  Opposititm  for  refusing  to 
give  way  upon  Tariff  matters,  he  yields 
more  to  the  members  of  that  body  than  he 
does  to  his  own  suppcwters.  The  varnish 
made  here  is  good  enough  for  the  varnish- 
ing of  the  railway  carriages  of  Victoria, 
and-  therefore  I  think  that  the  least  the 
Minister  could  have  dcxie  was  to  insist 
upon  his  origtrul  prcqxisal.  Now  that  he 
has  agreed  to  a  reducticm,  it  is  hopeless  for 
me  to  try  to  move  him. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lynb) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  words  "or  ad  val.,  30  per  cent., 
whichever  rate  returns  the  higher  duty,"  be 
left  out. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Item  338.  Liquid  removers  of  Paint  and  Var- 
nish, ad  val.  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  hope  that  the 
Coounittee  will  negative  this  item. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [12.13  a.m.]. — I  am  informed  that 
liquid  removers  of  paints  and  varnish 
generally  consist  of  mixtures  of  turpentine 
and  spirits,  or  similar  substances,  their  manu- 
facture being  a  very  simple  process.  Under 
the  old  Tariff  they  were  free  as  unspecified 
articles,  there  being  no  dutiable  heading 
tinder  which  they  "^'d/iK^laceri.  This 
was  amsidered  %isesttlfc!b?,*-lrfglfte^^ 
the  previous  proposal  was  made. 
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Sir  John  Quick. — No  oae  asltOA  tor  a 
duty  on  these  things. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  object  to  the  de- 
partmmtat  <^cers  proposing  duties  of  ^is 
kind.     It  is  not  their  function  to  do  so. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  A  Minister 
cannot  carry  on  his  Department  without 
listening  to  the  recommendation  of  officers 
who  have  grown  up  in  the  service,  and 
know  more  about  these  matters  than  does 
any  one  else. 

Mr,  Johnson. — Why  not  negative  the 
item,  and  bring  liquid  removen  of  paint 
and  varnish  into  item  839  ? 

Mr.  Salmon. — This  arrangement  was 
proposed  for  the  protecticHi  of  the  revenue. 

Mr.  LiDDELL.— We  ought  to  shift  all 
these  cheers.  The  country  is  bang  riddra 
by  Victorian  (rfficials. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.— I  do  not  think 
that  we  could  get  better  officials  anywhm. 
I  wish  the  honorable  member  bad  half  the 
brains  of  any  one  of  them. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[12.15  a.m.]. — X  wish  to  say,  as  emphati- 
cally as  I  can — and  I  have  been  saying  it 
ever  since  I  came  to  this  Parliament  

Sir  WnxiAK  Lyne.— Without  any  effect. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK-.— Nothing  rea- 
sonable can  have  effect  while  the  hcmorable 
member  is  in  power.  Every  one  knows 
that  he  is  entirely  in  the  grip  of  his  secre- 
tary, because  he  has  not  the  ability  re- 
quisite to  do  his  own  work. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  should  not  be  insulting. 

Mr,  JOSEPH  COOK—I  suppose  the 
Treasurer  is  never  insulting.  I  obtject  to 
Tariffs  being  made  by  dBcials  who  should 
be  tax-gatherers  and  not  tax-framers.  It  is 
their  duty  to  protect  the  revenue,  and  to 
make  suggestions  to  that  end;  but  they 
step  beyond  their  functitxis  when  they  make 
proposals  for  the  protection  of  Austra- 
lian industries.  That  is  the  business  of 
this  Parliament.  The  officials  have  no  right 
to  interfere  in  it. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^And  they  have  not 
done  so. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Treasurer 
said  that  they  suggested  this  item. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^They  suggested  a 
re-arrangement,  because  the  former  Tariff 
was  anomalous.  The  item  was  embodied 
in  the  Tariff  for  the  sake  of  clearness. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Although  their 
reastm,  accordii^  to  the  Treasurer,  was 
simply  to  obtain  clearness,  the  effect  of 
the  item  is  to  make  dutiable  at  15  per 
cent,  a  compositioa  which  under  the  old 


Tariff  was  admitted  duty  free.  I  enter  my 
emphatic  protest  against  the  prc^x»ing  of 
duties  by  oflfioers  in  the  Department. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.— I  am  prepared  to 
bring  liquid  removers  into  item  239,  whidi 
will  make  them  dutiable  at  5  per  cent.,  or, 
if  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom^ 
free. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [12.19  a.m.].— 
I  move — 

That  tbe  words  "and  oa  and  after  3rd  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  val.,  10  per  cent.,"  be  added. 

This  is  a  matter  I  know  something  about, 
and,  in  my  <^>inioii,  the  departmental 
ctfScers  did  quite  right  in  suggesting 
the  insertion  of  the  item.  Th^  were 
actuated  by  the  desire  to  protect  the  re- 
venue of  the  Commonwealth,  and  it  is  a 
pity  that  reflections  have  been  cast  on  men 
who  know  more  about  the  working  of  the 
Department  than  we  do.  It  is  their  dutv 
to  point  out  anything  that  they  think  to 
be  wrong,  while  it  is  our  duty  to  judge 
the  wisdom  of  thdr  suggesti(xis.  I  think 
that  in  this  case  they  have  done  quite 
right. 

Mr.  JOSEPH,  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[12.20  a.m.]. — By  way  of  perscmal  ex- 
planation I  desire  to  say  that  my  remarks 
were  addressed  not  to  the  Under-Secretary 
but  to  the  Minister,  who  encourages  that 
'  sort  of  thing  on  the  part  of  the  ofiBcers. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [12.21 
a.m.]. — The  honorable  member  for  Bass 
has  told  the  Committee  that  he  is  an  ex- 
pert on  this  matter,  but  he  has  given  us 
no  indication  that  he  possesses  speciiU 
knowledge. 

Mr  Storrer. — I  did  not  want  to  make  a 
speech  at  this  hour. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  appredate  that. 
From  the  statement  of  the  Minister  I  under- 
stand that  liquid  removers  are  composed  of 
spirits  of  turpentine  and  similar  things.  If 
that  is  so.  I  do  not  see  that  any  great 
trouble  will  ensue  if  we  do  what  has  been 
suftgested. 

Mr.  Storrer. — Thev  can  make  the  ar- 
ticle and  bottle  it  here. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Yes.  When  they  put 
spirits  of  turpentine  and  something  else  to- 
gether they  have  a  liquid  remover.  From 
what  I  can  hear,  it  is  an  extremelv  simple 
thing  to  make.  The  Tariff  Commission 
made  no  recommendation  cm  this  head.  No 
one  has  asked  for  a  dutv  to  be  imposed,  and 
at  the  most  the  Minister  has  said  that  it  is 
a  Ministerial  recommendation.  In  those 
circumstances  I  do  not  think  that  we  need 
worry  very  much  about  the  matter,  but  I 
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suggest  to  the  hcHMvable  member  for  Faria- 
matta  that  he  might  accept  the  Minister's 
proposal  to  make  the  duty  5  per  cent, 
in  the  general  Tariff,  and  to  admit  British 
imports  free,  as  it  aponoimates  to  his  own 
idea. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  have  no  objection. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [12.23 
a.m.], — I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any 
ground  for  reflecting  upon  the  officers  of 
the  Department.  I  have  always  found 
them  very  fair  and  impartial  and  anxious 
to  place  information  from  every  point  of 
view  in  the  hands  of  honorable  members. 
I  hope  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta  did  not  mean  to  reflect  on 
them. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  explained  that  I 
did  not. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  oflScers  of  the 
Department  have  a  duty  to  perform,  and  if 
they  see  an  ambiguity  in  the  Tariff,  and 
that  no  provision  is  made  as  to^the  head 
under  which  a  duty  is  to  fall,  it  is  their 
business  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Min- 
ister to  the  matter,  with  a  view  to  its  being 
put  ri^t 

Mr.  SALMON  fLaanecoorie)  [12.24 
a.m]. — I  think  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta  scarcely  did  justice  to  him- 
self when  he  described  the  officers  of  the 
Department  as  mere  tax-^therers,  as  they 
have  very  important  and  mtricate  duties  to 
discharge. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  all  I  said. 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  honorable  member 
described  them  as  mere  tax-gatherers. 

Mr.  JosEra  Cook. — ^And  somediing  be- 
sides. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN  (Mr. 
Batchelok). — Order  I  I  think  it  is  un- 
necessary to  discuss  the  officen  of  the  De- 
partment on  this  item. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  hope  that  I  mav  be 
pardtHied  for  saying  a  few  more  words, 
as  the  remarks  have  rdlected  on  die  State 
which  I  represent.  It  has  been  stated  that 
the  oflkers  are  Victorians.  The  Comp- 
troller-Gtiieral  does  happen  to  be  a  Vic- 
tifftan.  No  one  can  question  his  ability, 
cai»city  and  integrity.  He  is  second  to  no 
officer  in  the  Public  Service.  The  next 
officer  who  administers  the  Department  hap- 
pens to  come  from  New  South  Wales,  and 
he  also  is  a  very  competent  c^cer. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [12.26  a.m.]. 
— I  propose  to  move  that  item  238  be  elim- 
inated, with  a  view  to  its  being  broufj^t 
under  another  bead. 


The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN.— 
There  is  an  amendment  before  the  Coounit- 
tee. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — I  call  attention  to  the 
sCate  of  the  Coounittee.  [Quorum  formed.'] 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Willuuc  Lyne> 
proposed — 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  3td  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  val.  (Geiteral  Tariff),  5  per 
cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  free,"  be  added. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[12.28  a.m.]. — I  desire  to  say  a  few  more 
words  about  the  cheers  of  the  Department. 
This,  I  repeat,  is  not  the  first  time  I  have 
referred  to  this  matter  here.  I  have  no  com- 
plaint to  make  against  the  officers.  My 
complaint  is  made  against  the  Minister  for 
permitting  them  to  control  and  make  the 
fiscal  poli^  of  Australia.  Their  function 
is  to  pn^ect  the  revenue,  and  not  to  sug- 
gest or  to  ccHitFol  our  fiscal  policy.  The 
latter  function  appertains  to  the  Minister 
and  to  this  Parliament. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  think  that  their 
suggestions  might  receive  ctxisi deration. 

Sir  WiLUAic  Lyne,  —  They  might  be 
considered. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  have  already 
said  that  any  suggestion  for  a  re-arrange- 
ment or  a  better  arrangement  of  the  items 
might  be  considered,  but  no  suggestion  for 
the  imposition  of  new  duties  should  be  en- 
tertained, because  that  invc^ves  a  question 
of  policy. 

Mr.  Sampson. — Are  not  the  officers  there 
to  assist  the  Ministw? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Yes;  they  are 
there  to  assist  the  Ministry  in  carrying  out 
the  policy  laid  down  by  this  Parliament. 
Thev  are  not  there  to  impose  new  duties. 

Mr.  Wise.— I  rise  to  order.  What 
have  the  honorable  member's  observations 
to  do  with  the  item? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order  I  The  hon- 
orable  member  for  Gippsland  will  resume 
his  seat.  The  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta is  quite  in  order. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  moment  r 
rise  to  my  feet  that  jack-in-the-box  over 
there  gets  up.  I  am  getting  about  tired 
of  it. 

Mr.  WiSE.-^We  are  all  tired  of  the 
honorable  rawnber. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  the  hon- 
orable member  can  go  outside.  I  subscribe 
to  all  that  has  been  said  as  to  the  ability 
and  integrity  of  the  officers  of  the  Depart- 
ment. I  have  never  doubtedJthemi  _  I  do 
not  believe  that  wS'^tiii^iite^lS-tiid^ 
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men  at  the  head  of  the  Department  of 
Trade  and  Custonos  than  are  there  to-day. 
Mx  pcrint  is  clear — that  they  are  there  to 
assist  the  Minister  in  adn^istering  the 
Tariff,  not  to  make  suggestions  for 
and  high  duties. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  339.  Blacks  .  .  .  Vermilions, 
< 'rayons,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  5  per  cent.; 
(I'nited  Kingdom),  free. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne) 
agreed  to— 

That  the  words  "barytes"  be  inserted  after 
i!;e  word  "Crayons.'* 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 
Progress  reported. 

SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  House,  ttt  iu  riitng,  adjourn  until 
It  a.m.  this  day. 

HouK  adjourned  at  ia.35  a.m.  (TuetdayJ. 


Jijouse  of  Erprcsrntatibrs. 

Tuesday,  3  December,  igoj. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  11  a.m., 
and  read  prayers. 

'  PETITION. 
Mr.  GLYNN  presented  a  petition  from 
the  Adelaide  Chamber  of  Commerce  pray- 
ing that  the  Australian  Industries  Preser- 
vation Bill  be  laid  aside. 

Petition  received  and  read. 

MELBOURNE  AND  SYDNEY 
TELEPHONE  LINE. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL  asked  the  Postmas- 
ter-General, ufoH  ttotice — 

I.  What  was  the  total  cost  of  the  telephone 
line  erected  between  Melbourne  and  Sydney? 

3.  How  much  has  it  cost  the  Department  to 
maintain  and  operate  the  said  line  to  date ;  and 
what  is  the  average  weekly  revenue  earned  bj 
it? 

3.  Were  the  prospective  subscribers  in  the  cities 
mentioned  asked  for  a  guarantee  before  the 
work  was  undertaken? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  answers  to  Ihe 
honorable  member's  questions  are  as  fol- 
low— 

I.  The  total  cost  of  the  telegraph  and  tele- 
phone line  (the  line  is  used  for  both  purposes 
lii"'  ■  tu  Melbourne  and  Sydney),  was  ;£46,686. 

maintenance,  J^tyj  5s.  »A. ;  for  operat- 
t9s.  5d.    Tht  average  weekly  revenue 


"  BROKEN    SHIFTS " :  SYDNEY 
GENERAL  POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  upon  notice — 

I.  Whether  he  issued  instructions  that  tlie 
practice  of  working  "broken  shifts"  in  the 
Mail  Branch  of  the  G.P.O.  was  to  be  discon- 
tinued ? 

3.  Is  he  aware  that  the  practice  of  working 
"broken  shifts"  still  continues  and  is  a  source 
of  much  dissatisfaction  to  the  ofBcers  affected 
thereby  ? 

3.  Will  extra  pay  be  allowed  to  officers  of 
the  G.P.O.,  Sydney,  for  overtime  worked  to 
keep  pace  with  the  extra  rush  and  volume  of 
busmess  during  the  Christnai  and  New  Year 
season? 

ilr.  MAUGER.— The  answers  to  the 
honorable  member's  questions  are  as  fol- 
low— 

I.  When  in  Sydney  I  received  a  deputation 
of  officers  on  the  subject  of  "  broken  sbifts," 
and  instructed  the  Deputy  Poatmaster-Genenl 
that  the  practice  was  to  be  discontinued  as  far 
as  possible. 

I  may  add  that  that^  officer  pointed  out  that 
in  no  post  office  wte  it  possible,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  mailt  branch,  to  so  arrange 
work  that  there  would  be  no  broken  time. 

3.  Yes,  to  a  certain  extent;  but  it  is  reported 
to  be  impracticable  in  view  of  the  very  irregular 
character  of  the  work  in  the  Mail  Branui  to 
altogether  do  away  with  broken  time. 

3.  Extra  pay  for  overtime  in  accordance  witk 
the  provisions  of  the  Public  Service  Act  and  Re> 
gutations  will  be  allowed. 

TARIFF. 

In  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
(Coisideratim  resumed  from  and  Decem- 
ber, vide  page  6896) : 

Division  VIIL — Earthenware,  Cement,  China, 

Glass  and  Stone. 
Item  240.  Portland  Cement,  Plaster  of  Paris, 

and  other  like  preparations  having  Magnesia  or 
Sulphate  of  Lime  as  a  basis ;  also  Gypsum,  per 
cwt.  (General  Tariff),  is.;  (United  Kingdom), 
9d. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11.8]. — Before  we  proceed  to  deal 
with  this  item,  I  wish  to  make  a  short 
statement  in  r^rd  to  item  352,  concern- 
ing which  I  know  there  is  some  feeling 
that  the  duties  proposed  are  not  exactly 
what  is  desirable.  Very  strong  represen- 
tations having  been  made  to  me  on  the 
subject,  I  desire  to  inform  honorable  mem- 
bers that  when  the  item  is  reached,  I  shall 
propose  that  it  be  negatived  so  that  the 
goods  covered  by  it  will  fall  into  item 
253.  and  be  subjected  to  a  lower  duty.  The 
specific  dutv  was  imposei^~fMi  thejnoom- 
mendation  of  theP  |tolbSitlKllstM@:yon  o£ 
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the  TarifT  Commission,  but  I  find  that,  as 
it  stands,  it  represents  a  very  high  percent- 
age.   I  thought  it  well  to  give  the  Com- 
mittee notice  of  what  I  intend  to  do. 
Item  agreed  to. 

Item  241.  China,  parian,  and  porcelain  ware 
and  mosaic  flooriog,  ad.  val.  (General  Tariff),  35 
per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[11. 9]. — No  china  has  yet  been  made  in 
Australia,  notwithstanding  that  there  has 
been  in  operaticHi  for  the  last  five  or  six 
years  a  duty  of  20  per  cent.  Why  then 
should  the  duties  have  been  increased  ? 
Has  the  Treasurer  proof  that  chinaware  is 
being  made  in  Australia? 

Mr.  Coon. — It  can  be  made. . 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Anything  can 
be  made  in  Australia  at  a  .figure.  So  far 
no  one  in  Australia  has  entered  up<ni  the 
manufacture  of  diina,  although  a  20  per 
cent,  duty,  with  an  importing  cost  equal 
to  at  least  another  35  per  cent.,  should  be 
a  fair  temptation  to  begin  it.  Until  some 
effort  is  made  to  manufacture  china  in 
Australia  we  are,  by  the  imposition  of 
these  duties,  unnecessarily  taxing  those  who 
wish  to  buy  china.  In  the  circumstances  I 
am  prepared  to  move  that  the  duty  should 
be  20  per  cent.,  as  under  the  old  Tariff. 

Mr.  Tudor. — Twenty  per  cent,  all 
round? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Yes;  because 
this  is  purely  a  revenue  duty.  If  there  is 
anything  in  the  suggestimi  that  there  might 
be  a  preference  in  this  case,  the  duties 
might  be  20  per  cent,  and  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN  (Fawkner)  [11. 12]. 
— I  think  the  duty  proposed  by  the  Gov- 
errmient  is  a  little  high.  China  is  not 
made  here  at  all.  I  hope  that  some  day 
clay  suitable  for  its  manufacture  will  be 
discovered  in  Australia;  but,  so  far  as  I 
know,  no  clay  has  been  found  here  from 
which  china  could  be  made. 

Mr.  Livingston. — We  can  get  all  kinds 
of  clay  in  Australia. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — We  have  suitable 
clay,  but  the  manufacture  of  china  has  not 
yet  been  begun. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— In  deciding  what 
the  duties  chi  these  articles  should  be  it 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  cost  of 
freight,  including  breakages,  amounts  to 
anything  from  50  to  100  per  cent.  An- 
other point  of  importance  is  that  even  the 
experts  have  great  difficulty  in  discriminat- 
ing between  china  and  earthenware.  Under 
the  old  Victorian  Tariff  they  were  dutiable 
at  different  rates,  but  that  was  found  to  be 


unworkable,  and  they  had  to  be  classed  to- 
gether. As  honorable  members  are,  no 
doubt,  aware,  we  can  command  the 
earthenware  trade  with  local  manufactures. 
In  all  the  circumstances  I  think  that  duties 
of  25  and  20  per  cent,  would  meet  the 
case. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [1115]. — I  admit  that  the  duties 
proposed  on  this  item  seem  somewhat  high. 
The  one  intentitHi,  of  course,  is  to  encour- 
age the  manufacture  of  china  in  Australia, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  scandalous  that 
it  has  not  yet  been  made  here.  The 
(^ficers  of  the  Department  are  very  anxious 
that  the  duties  on  items  241  and  243 
should  be  the  same;  but  in  ccMinexicMi  with 
some  of  the  articles  included  in  item  243 
I  do  not  care  to  reduce  the  items  to  as 
low  a  rate  as  the  bcxiorable  member  for 
Fawkner  suggests. 

Mr.  Tudor.  —  We  might  separate 
earthenware  and  stoneware  from  the  other 
items,  and  impose  a  higher  duty  on  them. 

Mr.  Watson. — Make  the  duties  25  and 
20  per  cent,  all  round. 

Sir  John  Quick.— Once  the  Minister 
makes  ocxioessions  the  whole  thing  will 
tumble  down. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— We  cannot  dis- 
cuss item  243  at  present;  but  it  includes 
some  items  on  which  the  duties  suggested 
would  not  be  sufficiently  high.  It  may  be 
necessary  to  take  some  articles  out  of  that 
it«n  and  deal  with  them  separately.  On 
this  particular  item  I  accept  the  sugges- 
ticHi  that  the  duties  should  be  25  and  20 
per  cent. 

itr.  KNOX  (Koovong)  [11. 17].— China, 
parian,  and  porcelain  ware  are  not  made 
in  Australia,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  thev 
ever  will  be  made  here.  But  I  wish  to 
point  out  that  mosaic  flooring;  must  be  re- 
garded as  in  quite  a  different  categorv. 
With  the  approval  of  the  Minister  I  should 
like  to  see  mosaic  flooring  ranoved  to  item 
244. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  have  no  obiec- 
ticMi ;  I  was  going  to  propose  that  mvself. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [11. 18].— The 
Treasurer  has  not  given  what  I  regard  as 
a  sound  reason  for  agreeing  to  the  pro- 
posed reduction  of  these  duties.  I  have  be- 
fore me  a  circular  from  a  firm  dealing  in 
chinaware,  in  which  the  statement  is  made 
that  not  a  single  piece  of  chinaware  is  made 
in  Australia.  I  claim  the  vote  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  South  Sydnev  on  this 
item,  because  the  honorable  member  has 
time  and  again  assured  the  Committee  that 
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he  is  opposed  to  revenue  duties,  and  this 
is  neither  more  nix  less  than  a  revenue 
duty.  I  shall  not  detain  the  CcMmnittee. 
I  move — 

That  after  the  words  "  35  per  cent."  and 
*'  25  per  cent."  the  words  "  and  on  and  after 
4th  December,  1907,  free "  be  inserted. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [11.19]. 
— I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  would  be 
well  to  reduce  the  duties  on  this  item  to 
25  per  cent,  and  20  per  cent.,  but  I  should 
not  lik^  honorable  meQU)ers  to  run  away 
with  the  impressimi  that  it  is  not  likely 
that  china  will  never  be  produced  in  Aus- 
tralia. To  suggest  such  a  thing  would  be 
to  do  an  injustice  to  a  budding  industry  in 
South  Australia,  which,  I  hope  and  believe, 
has  a  very  good  future  before  it,  although 
its  present  prospects  are  ntrt  very  bright. 
Mr.  Joseph  Provis,  mining  engineer  and 
chemist,  and  general  manager  of  the  Kan- 
garoo Island  Chinastone  and  Clay  Com- 
pany, informed  the  Tariff  Commission 
that  they  had  discovered  vast  deposits  of 
china  clay,  composed  of  the  finest  felspar 
and  silica,  and  offering  reasonable  ccHidi- 
tions  of  manufacture.  Mr.  Provis  was 
asked  with  reference  to  this  item,  *'China, 
parian  and  porcelain  ware,  and  mosaic 
flooring,  ad  valorem  20  per  cent. and  gave 
the  folJowing  evidence— 

56399.  What  have  you  to  say  about  that? — T 
would  like  to  see  an  increaied  duty  of  10  per 
cent,  on  that. 

56300.  Raising  it  to  30  per  cent.? — Yes,  that 
would  make  it  30. 

56301.  What  articles  would  be  included  in 
that  ? — That  would  include  the  whole  of  the 
porcelain  ware,  and  the  whole  of  the  mosaic 
flooring.  A  large  quantity  of  that  is  introduced 
into  this  country,  and  we  can  manufacture  here. 
Samples  which  I  have  seen  manufactured  in  the 
State  are  equally  as  good  as  the  imported 
article.  We  have  the  materials  here  and  the 
ability  for  doing  it;  and  the  work,  as  far  as 
I  have  seen  it,  and  as  far  as  I  am  a  judge  of 
these  things,  is  equally  as  good  as  the  best  im- 
ported article. 

56.103.  What  does  china  inchide? — ^That  wonld 
be  china  cups  and  saucers,  dinner  sets,  and  tea 
set  ware,  and  vases,  and  so  on. 

While  my  colleagues  and  myself  were  con- 
vinced that  these  fine  deposits  existed  there, 
we  recognised  that  they  were  in  a  crude 
state  of  develo{xnent,  and  that  it  would 
take  a  large  amount  of  capital  and  skilled 
labour  to  bring  them  up  to  working  pitch. 
In  the  meantime  we  do  not  feel  justified 
in  reaxnmending  a  high  duty,  which  might 
for  vears  operate  as  a  revenue  duty,  but  we 
think  that  in  time  those  impm-tant  deposits 
will  come  into  prominence.  I  mention 
them  now  to  bring  them  under  the  atten- 


tion of  the  House,  and  of  the  country,  in 
the  ho^  that  capitalists  and  others  will 
a  little  attention  to  them.  Prtrfiably 
in  a  few  yean  it  will  be  quite  justifiable 

to  impose  the  duty  now  proposed  bv  the 
Minister,  but  at  present  I  see  no  iea£on 
tor  imposing  a  duty  which  will  operate 
onlv  as  a  revenue  duty. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [ii.aa].— The 
transport  expenses  are  very  heavy  in  the 
case  of  these  articles,  owing  to  the  great 
bulk  of  the  packages,  the  care  necessary 
to  be  taken  in  the  packing,  and  the  break- 
ages that  are  omstantly  taking  place.  All 
those  ccHisiderations  pile  up  the  cost  tre- 
mendously, especially  of  the  finer  class  of 
china  and  porcelain.  At  the  very  lowest, 
the  freight  and  breakage  expenses  must  be 
put  at  from  33J  to  50  per  cent.  33J  per 
cent,  is  the  allowance  made  for  freight  and 
breakage  in  the  Doulton  warehouse.  That 
is  for  good  quality  material,  which,  of 
course  would  be  very  liable  to  fracture. 
The  cheaper  and  heavier  stuif  is  not  so 
liable  to  be  broken.  That  cost  of  33J  per 
cent  is  in  itself  a  very  heavy  protection  for 
the  local  manufacture,  if  it  can  be  under- 
taken, but  there  is  practically  nothing  be- 
ing made  here  at  present  of  the  higher 
class  of  these  articles,  although  a  little  of 
the  delf  ware  is  being  made.  This  is. 
therefore,  a  purely  revenue  duty,  and  rates 
of  15  and  20  per  cent,  are  quite  sufficient. 
We  do  not  want  to  keep  the  higher  class  of 
china  and  porcelain  out  of  the  homes  of 
the  poorer  people.  If  the  htmorable  mem- 
ber tor  Parramatta  persists  in  his  amend- 
meni,  I  will  support  him. 

Mr.  COON  (Batman)  [11.25].— Honor- 
able memben  have  said  that  cups  such  as 
the  one  which  I  hold  in  my  hand  are  not 
made  here.  They  are  not  likely  to  be 
made  here  when  a  cup  lilffi  this,  made  of 
chinaware,  can  be  bought  to-day  retail  at 
IS.  fid.  per  doz.  in  Melbourne. 

Mr.  Fairbaibn. — It  is  earthmware. 

Mr.  COON. — It  is  chinaware,  and  costs 
only  ijd.  per  cup  retail. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  earthenware, 
and  not  china. 

Mr.  COON. — The  honorable  member 
is  wrong  for  the  second  time.  It  is  china, 
and  was  sold  to  me  as  such.  It  is  marked 
china.  How  is  it  possible  to  establish  an 
industry  here  whcoi  the  imp(»ted  article  ii 
sold  at  so  low  a  price?  I  do  not  know 
why  the  Minister  has  agreed  to  reduce  the 
duty  so  much.  If  that  is  done  it  , will  be 
impossible  to  establish  the  industry.  The 
honorable  member  for  Nepean  spoke  of  the 
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cost  of  the  freight,  but  the  freight  from 
Geratany  to  AustraJia  is  only  5s.  for  36 
cutttc  feet. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Ttomson. — Not  so. 

Mr.  COON.— Then  I  will  refer  the  hon- 
orable member  to  the  Blue  Book  ccxitaining 
a  report  presented  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons on  the  decline  of  trade  between  Great 
Britain  and  Australia.  The  reason  given 
to  the  Commission  who  investigated  that 
question  was  that  goods  were  bring  shipped 
from  Germany  to  Sydney  at  that  low 
freightage. 

Mrl  Joseph  Cook. — That  statement  is 
not  more  ridiculous  than  many  of  the  state- 
ments made  here  every  day. 

Mr.  COON.— It  is  a  statement  made  to 
a  Commission  of  the  House  of  Commons  of 
the  Mother  Country  that  the  honorable 
owmber  talks  so  much  about. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  only  a  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  COON.— It  is  also  true.  The  Min- 
ister has  announced  his  intention  to  accept 
duties  of  25  and  20  per  cent. 

Sir  WnxiAic  Lyne. — I  am  .proposing 
those  rates  because  I  am  wionasd  that 
the  article  is  not  made  here. 

Mr.  COON. — It  is  impossible  to  make 
it  here  without  a  protective  duty.  The  cup 
which  I  exhibited  was  not  made  here.  I 
never  said  that  it  was.  It  is  an  impcurted 
cup,  but  I  bought  it  in  Melbourne.  Th^' 
cannot  be  made  here  when  they  are  sent  out 
at  a  wholesale  price  of  is.  4d.  per  dozen. 
They  could  be  made  in  Sydney  and  at 
Bransinck,  but  it  is  necessary  first  to  im- 
pose a  protective  duty. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  (Barker)  [11.28]. 
— If  any  business  can  stand  a  little  taxa- 
ti«i,  this  one  might,  as  it  is  well  known 
that  in  Australia  we  can  obtain  any  kind  of 
clay  that  is  to  be  found  on  the  face  of  the 
earth.  It  is  only  a  question  of  ^tting  the 
experts  to  deal  with  it.  If  we  give  the  in- 
dustry a  little  protection,  we  shall  get  the 
experts.  The  other  day  when  I  went  into 
a  shop  to  buy  a  small  article,  I  said 
"This  is  not  up  to  the  proper  standard. 
It  is  imported."  The  man  replied  "  If  you 
want  anything  good  you  have  to  import'  it. 
You  have  not  got  in  Australia  the  experts 
to  deal  with  this  class  of  work."  I  asked, 
"  Do  you  mean  that  we  have  nothing  good 
in  Australia"?  And  he  replied,  "You 
cannot  make  anything  good  in  Australia  ex- 
cept the  people,  and  tfiey  are  all  good." 
I  urge  the  Committee  to  give  this  little 
protection,  because  it  will  not  hurt  the 
poor  people.    The  duty  proposed  would  not 


prejudicially  affect  poor  or  working  people, 
who  use  very  little  china,  and,  in  fact,  do 
not  want  it.  The  sample  cup  produced  by 
the  hon(»able  member  for  Batman  is  quite 
good  enough  for  all  practical  purposes; 
and  I  am  just  remindeid  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Fremantle  that  there  was  a 
time  when  most  of  us  were  glad  to  a 
pannikin.  A  duty  on  china  will  be  borne 
bv  the  rich ;  and  I  hope  that  the  Minister 
will  not  back  down,  but  wiH  afford  proper 
protectitMi. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [11. 31].— When 
speaking  in  the  general  discussion  on  the 
Tariff,  I  referred  to  the  difficulty  there  is 
in  distinguishing  between  diina  and  earthen- 
ware, and  the  events  of  this  numiing  have 
shown  that  the  statements  I  made  on  that 
occasion  were  perfectly  correct.  Several  hon- 
orable members  have  asserted  that  the  cup 
produced  by  the  honorable  member  tor  Bat- 
man is  not  china,  but  it  has  been  pro- 
nounced by  an  expert  in  the  House  to  be 
china.  This  only  shows  how  the  public 
may  be  imposed  on,  and  how  extremely 
difficult  it  must  be  for  the  Customs  officers 
to  distinguish. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  expert  says 
that  this  cup  is  china  ? 

Mr.  Watson, — A  gentleman  in  the 
Speaker's  gallery, 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Then  that  gentle* 
man,  if  he  be  an  apert,  knows  better. 

Mr.  Watson. — No  doubt  the  gentlemsu) 
knows  better  than  does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber. 

Mr.  STORRER.— I  will  take  the  word 
of  the  expert  before  that  of  any  honorable 
member  in  the  House.  I  myself  thought 
the  cup  was  not  china,  until  it  was  pro- 
ix>unced  to  be  sa  We  ought  to  impose  a 
dutv  oa  those  commodities  we  desire  to 
have  produced  here ;  and  there  is  nothing  to 
prevent  china  hang  made  in  Australia  in 
the  future.  I  hope  that  the  ctxnpromise 
accepted  by  the  Treasurer  will  be  indorsed 
bv  the  Ccmimittee. 

'Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [11.33]— I 
cannot  understand  the  frame  of  mind  of 
honorable  members  this  morning.  The 
Treasurer  has  indicated  that  he  is  prepared 
to  accept  the  suggested  comprnnise;  and 
yet  honorable  members  continue  the  discus- 
sion on  the  item.  I  suggest  that  we  get 
Ml  as  quickly  as  possible  with  the  business, 
instead  of  "  flogging  a  dead  horse." 
Legitimate  discussion  on  some  items  is  ab- 
solutely necessary,  but  th^^^^lgl^te  of 
time  is  unjustifiable.  ^ 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[i  1.34]. — Notwithstanding  the  opinion  of 
the  expert  in  the  gallery,  who  ought  to 
know  better  if  he  does  not,  the  cup  pro- 
duced is  no  more  china  than  I  am  a  Dutch- 
man. I  happen  to  know  a  little  of  this 
subject,  seeing  that  I  spent  my  early  days 
in  the  "  potteries  "  of  the  Old  Country. 

Mr.  Saucon. — ^The  honorable  member 
expressed  the  ofMnion  before  he  had  seen 
the  cup. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Quite  so;  1 
know  perfectly  well  that  a  china  cup,  fitxn 
any  part  of  the  world,  cannot  be  bought  for 
ijd.  I  suppose,  however,  that  honorable 
members  opposite  will  sa^  that  this  is  a 
case  of  dumping.  I  desire  to  emphasize 
my.  determination  not  to  vote  for  any  re- 
venue duty  of  25  per  cent.  Let  those  who 
believe  they  can  make  china  in  Australia 
get  to  work.  Personally  I  see  no  reascm 
why  china  should  not  be  made  here,  but 
the  fact  remains  that  the  industry  has 
never  been  begun.  In  the  meantime,  there 
is  a  duty  of  20  per  cent.^  plus  a  natural 
protection,  consisting  of  the  charges  im- 
portation, of  at  least  50  per  cent.  If  70 
per  c^t.  is  not  sufficient  inducement  to 
people  to  undertake  the  manufacture,  there 
must  be  some  other  reason  why  the  in- 
dustry has  never  been  started. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook) 
negatived — 

.That  after  the  words  "3^  per  cent.,"  the 
words  "  and  on  and  after  3rd  December,  1907, 
ad  val.  (General  TarilT),  ao  per  cent.,"  be  in- 
serted. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11.39]. — I  move — 

That  the  words  "and  mosiac  flooring"  be  left 
out. 

My  intention  is  to  move  that  these  words  be 
inserted  in  item  244. 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Williav  Lyne) 
agreed  to— 

That  after  the  words  "35  per  cent."  the 
words  "  and  on  and  after  ya  December,  1907, 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  35  per  cent." ;  and 
after  the  words  "35  per  cent."  the  words  "and 
on  and  after  3rd  December,  1907,  ad  val. 
(United  Kingdom),  30  per  cent.,"  be  inserted. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Item  343.  Scientific  apparatus,  porcelain, 
viz.  : — Crucibles,  tnbei,  pressure  filters,  and 
evaporating  dishes  for  laboratory  use,  free. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [11.42].— I 
trust  that  the  Treasurer  will  consent  to 
the-iosertion  after  the  word  "crucibles" 
words   "  scorifier s  and  muffles," 
lew  to  eliminating  them  from  the 


next  itan.  These  articles  were  previously 
upon  the  free  list,  and  the  roasting  dishes, 
assay  furnaces,  and  cupels  which  are  used 
in  association  with  them  are  at  present 
included  in  that  cat^oiy  under  item  248. 
Those  who  have  any  knowledge  of  assay- 
ing work  know  that  the  heat  which  has  to 
be  generated  in  assaying  furnaces,  and  to 
which  these  crucibles  are  subjected,  is  ter- 
rific. As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  best  cru- 
cibles cannot  be  used  often,  and  many 
of  .them  not  more  than  once.  In  labwa- 
tory  work  it  is  of  the  highest  impOTtance 
that  the  assays  shall  have  absc^ute  con- 
fidence in  his  materials,  because,  in  the 
event  of  his  crtKible  giving  way  in  the 
furnace,  the  whole  of  the  assay  is  lost. 
It  has  been  stated  that  in  South  Australia 
three  men  are  employed  in  making  these 
crucibles.  I  gather  frtxn  the  evideiKc 
tendered  to  the  Tariff  Commission  that 
the  industr)-  has  not  been  started  in  any 
other  State. 

Sir  John  Quick. — The  best  crucibles  in 
the  world  are  made  in  Victiwia. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  will  read  for  the 
honorable  member's  information  his  own 
report  upon  this  matter.   He  says — 

In  Adelaide  the  manager  of  the  local  pottery 
company  asked  for  a  duty  of  2^  per  cent,  on 
crucibles,  mufRes,  scorifiers,  &c.,  imported  from 
England,  and  a  higher  duty  when  impoited 
from  foreign  countriet,  ps^cularly  )apan> 
where  labour  is  so  cheap.  These  articles  are  at 
present  free  of  duty.  The  company  has  been 
carrying  on  business  for  six  years,  merely  strug- 
gling to  live.  Unless  the  industry  receives  some 
protection,  the^  were  much  afraid  that  they 
would  have  to  give  io  to  the  competitioii  of 
imported  ^oods.  His  company  has  been  benefit- 
ing the  mining  companies,  which  were  the  chief 
customers,  as  the  prices  of  imported  crucibles 
would  have  been  higher  but  for  local  competi- 
tion. .  .  .  The  company  would  employ  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  hands  if  they  had  the  duty 
asked  for,  but  at  present  (November,  IQ05), 
employed  only  three.  The  business  had  been 
started  prior  to  Federation  without  a  duty,  but 
had  never  prospered.  Plumbago  crucibles  were 
preferred  to  those  made  from  fire  clay,  but 
they  were  very  much  more  expensive. 

If  the  crucible  of  local  production  were 
equally  suitable  for  the  purpose  for  which 
such  articles  are  used,  is  it  likely  that 
assayers  would  prefer  to  use  a  ver^  much 
more  expensive  crucible?  In  this  con- 
nexion, I  desire  to  quote  the  ofMnicxi  of 
a  mining  man  who  says — 

On  account  of  crucibles  being  of  bulky  nature, 
and  freight  charged  by  measurement,  they  cost 
from  30  per  cent,  to  40  per  cent,  to  import, 
which  in  itself  is  a  substantial  protection.  Local 
crucibles  vary  in  quality  on  account  of  the  clay 
being  unsuitable,  and  twing  unreliable  they  are 
liule  used.    BattersogijMffCglolsP^lglei  ate 
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imported  and  used  almost  exclusively  by  the 
mines,  the  Government  laboratories,  mints,  uni* 
versities,  schools  of  mines,  chief  mines,  and  as- 
sayers  throughout  the  Commoowealth  and  New 
Zraland;  and  in  Western  Australia  crucibles  of 
German  manufacture  are  largely  used.  These 
crucibles  are  also  in  general  use  throughout 
India,  China,  America,  Germany,  France,  &c. 
The  Broken  H  ill  Proprietary  Company  and 
other  leading  mines  specify  in  their  tender 
sheets  "  Battersea  crucibles." 

As  there  are  only  three  men  engaged  in  the 
production  of  these  crucibles,  I  contend 
that  we  are  not  justified  in  penalizing 
sdentific  research  by  imposing  a  duty  of 
35  per  cent,  upm  them. 

Mr.  GYLNX  (Angas)  [11.50].— I  agree 
with  the  hotiorable  member  for  Kalgoorlie 
that  there  ought  to  be  a  considerable  re- 
duction in  the  duty  on  articles  to  which 
he  has  referred.  According  to  the  infor- 
mation which  I  have  obtained  their  local 
manufacture  gives  very  little  employment. 
Some  clay  crtrcibles  have  been  manufactured 
in  South  Australia,  but  there  are,  it  is  said, 
only  a  few  men  employed  at  the  works.  It 
is  estimated  that  the  increased  employ- 
ment which  the  duty  would  give  at  the 
Stafford  manufactory — ^at  Alberton,  I  think 
— would  range  from  a  few  hands  to  about 
twelve.  The  quality  of  the  crucibles  is  a 
most  important  matter  in  mimng,  because 
experts  state  that  they  must  be  so  made 
as  to  withstand  extreme  changes  of  tempera- 
ture. It  is  most  inexpedient,  merely  with 
a  view  fo  providing  a  little  more  employment, 
to  impose  a  se%'ere  tax  on  one  of  the  scien- 
tific necessaries  of  a  mining  company.  I 
have  very  apt  information  on  the  subject. 
It  is  stated  that  the  cost  of  importing 
clay  crucibles  and  loorifiers  is  40  per  cent. 
TlwrefOTe,  there  is  a  natural  protection  of 
40  per  cent,  for  the  local  product  before 
a  single  penny  of  duty  is  imposed.  For 
thirty  or  forty  years  the  best  classes  of 
English  crucibles  have  been  imported,  and 
have  been  used  not  only  by  mining 
companies,  but  also  by  State  Governments 
for  their  testing  work.  In  the  cir- 
cumstances I  hope  that  the  Minister  will 
consent  to  a  substantial  reduction  in  the 
duty  upon  them.  My  idea  is  that  the  duty 
in  the  general  Tariff  should  be  reduced 
from  35  to  15  per  cent.,  and  that  British 
imports  should  be  made  free. 

Sir.  Frazer. — Why  not  free  altogether? 

Mr.  GLYNN'.— I  tlo  not  think  that  there 
is  any  justification  for  imposing  a  severe 
duty.  If  a  suggestion  is  mads  to  divide 
up  the  articles  embraced  in  the  item,  with 
a  view  to  making  scnne  of  them  free  and 
others  subject  to  a  duty  of  15  per  cent.. 


as  recommended  by  the  B  section  of  the 
Tariff  Commission,  I  will  support  it.  I 
do  not  like  to  attempt  to  make  a  classifi- 
cation, but  if  a  proposal  of  that  kind  is 
made  by  the  Minister*,  or  by  any  honorable 
member  who  has  looked  mto  the  matter 
more  closely  than  I  have  done,  it  will  re- 
ceive my  support. 

Mr.  COON  (Batman)  [11.54].— I  hope 
that  the  Minister  will  not  consent  to  take 
crucibles  out  of  the  next  iton,  because 
they  are  being  made  here. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  have  not  said 
that  I  would. 

Mr.  COON.— If  they  are  taken  out  of 
the  item  who  will  be  penalized?  It  will 
penalize,  not  the  wealthy  cc»npanies  which 
have  been  spoken  of,  but  the  poor  miners 
who  have  sinall  plants. 

Mr.  Watson. — What  are  crucibles  made 
-of? 

Mr.  COON. — They  are  made  of  clay. 
I  have  smelted  gold  in  thgm,  so  that  I 
know  what  I  am  talking  about.  The 
local  manufacturers  want  the  duty  re- 
tained, so  as  to  keep  their  men  emplc^'ed. 
Their  product  has  given  satisfaction. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — ^Under  the  old 
Tariff  there  was  no  duty  on  crucibles. 

Mr,  COON. — Because  there  was  no  duty 
on  the  article  previously,  that  is  no  reason 
why  there  should  not  be  a  duty  imposed  to- 
day. Because  Japan  is  not  exporting  to 
Australia  a  number  of  things  this  year, 
that  is  no  reason  for  believing  that  she  will 
not  export  them  to  us  next  year.  In  fram- 
ing this  Tariff  we  are  making  provision  not 
only  for  to-day,  but  also  for  the  future. 

Mr,  DuGALD  Thomson. — But  the  honor- 
able member  said  that  the  local  manufac- 
turers wanted  the  old  duty  retained. 

Mr.  COON. — I  meant  that  they  wanted 
the  duty  retained,  as  proposed  by  the  Min- 
ister. 

Mr.  FOWLER  (Perth)  [ir.ss].— There 
is  no  doubt  that  in  Australia  a  crucible  is 
made  in  which  probably  the  hcmorable 
member  for  Batman  has  smelted  gold, 
but  the  difliculty,  arises  in  connexion  .with 
the  refractory  ores,  which  require  a  very 
great  amount  of  heat.  There  are  practi- 
cally only  a  few  places  in  the  world  that 
supply  the  materials  necessary  to  make 
crucibles  which  will  withstand  the  intense 
heat  to  which  they  are  subjected  under  cer- 
tain fvocesses.  The  ordinary  crucible 
spoken  of  by  the  htxicrable  member  for 
Batman  will  always  find  CtOQfll^Bl^^ 
the  simpler  and  W^iVatielCM^tals. 
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The  price  of  the  others  is  so  prohibitive 
that  they  are  not  used  unless  abso- 
lutely required.  I  trust  that  the  Min- 
ister who  has  hit  pr^ty  hard  industries  be- 
longing to  other  States  will  for  once  be 
generous  in  this  small  matter,  and  concede 
to  those  who  require  to  use  imported  cni- 
dbles  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  them 
at  the  lowest  possible  rates. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [11.57].— The 
honorable  member  for  Perth  has  stated 
the  facts.  For  highly  scientific  work  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  have  these  par- 
ticular crucibles,  which,  so  far  as  I  am 
aware,  are  not  made  in  Australia.  I  un- 
derstand that  the  item  befwe  the  Com- 
mittee is  item  243,  but  the  discussion  is 
really  on  the  next  item.  I  suggest  to  the 
Minister  that  crucibles,  tubes,  pressure 
filters,  and  evaporating  dishes  for  labora- 
tory use,  should  be  made  free,  and  that 
crucibles,  soorifiers,  and  muffles,  whdch 
are  used  for  a  reduction  which  does  not 
require  very  great  heat,  should  be  dealt 
with  separately  in  item  242.  Certainly 
they  should  not  be  retained  in  item  243, 
which  includes  "earthenware,  brownware, 
and  stoneware,  n.e.i."  <xi  which,  of  course, 
a  high  duty  will  have  to  be  imposed. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Let  us  put  those  articles 
under  it&a  248  instead  of  under  it^  342. 

Mr.  KNOX. — I  do  not  care  what  item 
the  Minister  puts  the  articles  under,  but 
they  certainly  should  be  taken  out  of  item 
243.  If  my  suggestion  is  not  adopted 
our  discussion  of  that  item  must  be  con- 
fused. Unquestionably  the  articles  em- 
braced in  item  242  ought  to  be  free. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Thev  are  free  now. 

Mr.  KNOX.— Then  what  has  all  the 
talk  been  ^ut? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh) 
[11.59]. — I  believe  that  the  item'  before 
the  Cwnmittee  includes  skittle  pots.  This 
description  of  crucible  is  used  in  glass- 
bottle  factories.  I  hold  in  my  hand  some 
invoices  which  have  been  given  to  me  by 
a  sound  protectionist  manufacturer,  who 
believes  in  getting  everj'thing  he  possibly 
can*in  Australia,  but  who  cannot  get  here 
crucibles,  which  will  do  his  work. 

Mr.  Storrer. — ^All  the  articles  men- 
tioned in  item  242  are  free. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  want  to  get 
these  particular  crucibles  made  free.  This 
manufacturer  imported  six  skittle  pots, 
measuring  36  inches  by  16  inches,  and 
which  cost  14s.  each,  or  in  all,  four 
guineas.      By  the  time  they  had  readied 

"vt  Adelaide,  with  the  importing  charges 


added,  the  cost  had  run  up  to  £16  7s.  2d., 
without  the  duty  of  30  per  cent.  This 
manufacturer,  whose  word  can  be  relied 
on  absolutely,  has  stated  that  he  was  not 
likely  to  pay  ;£i6  7s.  2d.  for  six  pots, 
which  cost  abroad  only  four  guineas,  if  he 
could  have  obtained  them  in  Australia. 
They  are  very  unwieldy  and  awkward 
things  to  carry,  and  therefor  the  freight 
is  very  high.  Again,  he  imported  four 
skittle  pots,  which  cost  iis.  each,  or  in 
all  44s.  With  the  importing  charges 
added  that  cost  was  brought  up  to 
£5  los.  rod.,  without  the  landing  charges, 
agency,  and  the  duty  at  30  per  cent  T-hese 
crudbles  are  as  much  tools  of  trade  whidi 
cannot  be  made  here  as  are  bottle  moulds 
which  can  be  made  in  Australia.  But. 
strange  to  say,  bottle  moulds  are  allowed 
in  free  as  tools  of  trade,  whilst  crudbles  are 
taxed.  I  would  rather  see  a  duty  placed 
on  bottle  moulds  than  on  crudbles.  I  think 
!t  is  clear  that  these  goods  would  be  made 
in  Australia  if  practicable. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY  (Darwin) 
[12. i]. — I  hope  that  the  Treasurer  will  not 
surrender  on  the  question.  If  we  shut  up 
the  local  factories  the  result  will  simply  be 
that  the  importers  will  put  up  tbdr  pnoes. 
I  ask  the  Treasurer  not  to  give  way  to  the 
supporters  of  iot&ffx  instituticxu  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  institutions  of  their  own  coun- 
try. It  is  strange  to  me  how  eagerly  hon- 
orable members  opposite  will  figh^  for  the 
interests  of  the  big  men.  They  seem  to 
believe  in  the  survival  of  the  fattest,  not  in 
the  survival  of  the  fittest.  Crucibles  better 
than  any  that  can  be  made  elsewhere  are 
made  in  Australia. 

Mr.  Fowler. — Cannot  they  be  made 
better  in  America? 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  am  fighting 
for  Australia  just  now.  When  I  have  occa- 
sion to  fight  for  America,  I  will  do  so  just 
as  strongly  as  I  now  fight  in  the  interests 
of  this  country.  At  present  the  small  tribu- 
ters  throughout  Australia  cannot  get  crud- 
bles at  reasonable  iprices.  I  again  ask  the 
Treasurer  to  stand  firm,  and  help  the  local 
manufacturer  to  prevent  the  impcHrters  from 
raising  their  prices. 

Item  agreed  to. 

Item  343.  Earthenware,  Biownwarc,  aod 
Stoneware,  n.e.i.,  including  Crucibles,  Scoiifiera, 
and  Hufflei,  ad  val.  {General  Tariff),  35  per 
cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  30  per  cent. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [12.6].— I 
move —  I 

Tliat  the  words  "  including  C^Qti&n^  Scoti- 
fiers,  and  UufBes"  be  left  out.  ^ 
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My  object  is  to  have  the  articles 
«niiinnrated  in  the  anwadment  included 
with  kindred  articles  in  item  348,  where 
they  will  be  free.  The  pladng  of 
these  goods  on  the  free  list  will  not  make 
one  iota  of  difference  to  local  manufactur- 
ers, but  it  will  save  those  who  want  to  Ret 
bigh-class  articles  from  penalization. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [li.?]. — I  have  no  doubt  it  is  true, 
as  the  honorable  member  for  Kalgoorlie 
says,  that  most  mines  in  Australia  require 
high-class  crucibles.  But  I  am  informed 
that  they  can  be  made  just  as  well  in  Aus- 
tralia as  elsewhere.  That  statement  has 
been  made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Bendigoi  I  am  also  informed  that  cruci- 
bles are  being  made  in  Sydney  and  %fel- 
brntrne  which  are  better  than  those  im- 
ported to  Western  Australia. 

Mr.  Glynn. — Plumbago  crucibles  are  not 
made  here. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— Why  is  there 
such  a  desire  to  have  goods  that  can  be 
made  in  Australia  imported  from  abroad  ? 
There  appears  to  be  a  wish  to  deprive  Aus- 
tralian manufacturers  of  the  opportunity  of 
competing  in  these  directions,  I  can  quite 
undmtand  large  companies  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia, having  business  connexions  entirely 
outside  Australia — owned  largely  in  Ger- 
many and  France — fighting  to  be  enabled 
to  import  their  supplies  from  abroad.  But 
I  cannot  understand  an  Australian  assisting 
them. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Name  one  mine  of  that 
kind. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  know  of  one 
mine  that  was  owned  absolutely  in  France 
and  it  is  one  of  the  biggest  mines  in  the 
West. 

Mr.  Hktxxs. — Name  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Golden 
Horseshoe. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Not  at  all. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  know  that  it 
was  owned  by  French  people. 

Mr.  Fowler.— I  suppose  that  it  is 
worked  by  Australians. 

Sir  WIIXIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  say 
that  it  is  not. 

Mr.  Fowler. — Will  not  the  Minister 
think  of  the  men  who  are  working  on  the 
field? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  thinking 
of  the  men;  but  the  hdnorable  member  is 
thinking  of  the  wealthy  owners. 

Mr.  Fowler. — ^The  Minister  would 
make  Western  Australia  a  desert  means 
of  these  duties  if  he  could. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  would  make 
it  a  pleasant  country  to  live  in — a  better 
country  than  it  is  now — tnd  not  allow  it 
to  remain  ai  it  is*  under  the  dominalion  of 
outside  influences  whidi  are  to  a  large  eE- 
tent  anti-Australian. 

Mr.  Fowler. — ^There  are  better  Austra- 
lians in  Western  Australia  than  some  of 
those  whom  the  Minister  has  round  about 
him. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  find 
them  returned  here.  I  am  informed  that 
tl)ese  goods  are  made  in  Australia  as 
good  as  it  is  possible  to  make  them. 

Mr.  Glvnn. — They  are  not. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Not  [^tmibago  crucibles. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— My  desire  is 
to  help  tbs  Industrie  concerned  as  much 
as  I  can.  The  goods  mentioned  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Kalgoorlie  have  been 
included  in  this  item  for  a  special  purpose. 
They  were  formerly  included  in  another 
item,  but  representations  have  been  made 
from  very  large  centres  in  the  eastern  parts 
of  Australia  that  the  goods  are  being  made 
here.  Furthermore,  the  Tariff  Commission 
has  reccffnmended  a  duty  as  high  as  30  oer 
cent.  That  recommendation  was  made 
after  evidence  had  been  taken  and  weighed. 
I  have  been  guided  in  most  of  these  cases 
largely  die  report  of  the  A  division 
of  the  Tariff  Commission.  But  I  am 
blamed  for  taking  it  as  a  guide. 

Mr.  Dugald  Thomson.— The  Minister 
does  not  allow  himself  to  be  guided  by  it 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— With  very  few 
exceptions,  I  do. 

Mr.  Fowler. — ^They  frequently  made 
recommendations  irrespective  of  the  evi- 
dence. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  not  going 
to  accuse  them  of  doing  sudi  a  tiling.  I 
dare  say  that  the  free-trade  section  the 
Commissi(Mi  made  just  as  many  reoommen- 
daticMis  in  favour  of  goods  being  placed 
on  the  free  list  in  the  absence  of  evidence 
to  suppOTt  such  a  proposal.  If  one  sec- 
ti<Mi  resorted  to  such  tactics,  no  doubt  the 
other  section  did  so.  Even  if  honorable 
members  do  not  agree  to  the  duty  proposed, 
I  think  that  a  substantial  duty  should  be 
carried.  Surely  we  are  not  to  put  aside 
evidence  that  crucibles  can  be  made  in 
Australia.  I  have  givai  way  on  a  good 
many  small  items,  but  I  hope  that  in  this 
case  honOTable  members  will  be  prepared 
to  give  Australia  a  show. 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  know  of  a 
place  in  New  South  Wales  where  far  more 
men  are  employed.  1  have  had  a  per- 
sonal report  in  reference  to  it,  and  al- 
though I  have  not  seen  the  works,  I  am 
told  that  thejr  turn  out  a  good  article, 
which  is  used  in  many  of  the  mines  in  the 
eastern  States.  If  the  Committee  decides 
against  me,  I  cannot  help  it,  but  I  shall 
certainly  have  a  divisicHi. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [12.12].— I  am 
sorry  to  have  to  speak  a  second  time,  but 
since  the  Treasurer  has  asked  why  cru- 
cibles should  be  free,  I  think  it  necessary 
to  mention  that  plumbago  crucibles  are  not 
made  in  the  Cwnmonwealth.  The  neces- 
sary plumbago  is  not  to  be  c^tained  here. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  is  found  in  South  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— Then  why  do  they  not 
make  plumbago  crucibles  there?  The 
manufacture  of  clay  crucibles  has  been 
carried  oa  <hi  Kargaroo  Island  for  the  last 
five  years,  but  the  industry  does  not  appear 
to  increase  very  rapidly. 

Mr.  BowDEN- — Are  those  the  works  at 
which  cmly  three  men  are  employed? 

Mr.  GLYNN.— No,  according  to  a 
statement  I  have  seen  they  are  employed 
at  the  Albertcm  works.  I  believe  that  there 
is  a  plant  at  Kangaroo  Island.  Clay  cru- 
cibles may  be  used  four  or  five  times,  but 
those  made  of  plumbago  can  be  used  irom 
thirty  to  fifty,  and  in  some  cases  a  hundred 
times.  The  English  crucibles  that  we  import 
are  used  there  in  public  departments  like  the 
Mint,  and  also  in  many  of  the  States  of 
Europe.  In  the  circumstances,  while 
wishing  the  local  industry  success,  I  feel 
that  there  is  ample  justification  for  the  re- 
quest that  these  articles  should  be  on  the 
f rc6  list 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [12.14I.— I 
resent  the  attitude  adopted  by  the  Trea- 
surer, who  nearly  always  insinuates  that 
the  stand  taken  up  by  an  honorable  mem- 
ber in  regard  to  any  item  is  due  either  to 
his  having  a  perscmal  interest  in  it,  or  to 
the  influence  of  some  one  who  is  affected 
by  it. 

Mr.  Glynn. — It  is  not  to  my  interest  to 
advocate  the  placing  of  crucibles  on  the 
free  list ;  it  is  rather  to  the  contrary. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  daresay  that  that  is 
the  position  of  honorable  members  in  many 
cases;  but  the  Treasurer  insists  upon  mak- 
ing such  a^rtions  in  matters  relating  to 
Western  Australia. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — ^And  I  am  justified 
in  making  thm. 


Mr.  FRAZER— That  is  an  insult  to 
honorable  members,  and,  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  it  is  a  deliberate  untruth. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  must  withdraw  that  remark. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  withdraw  it,  sir,  and 
will  say  that  the  attitude  of  the  Minister 
is  a  most  disgusting  one.  He  has  been 
hurling  insinuations  all  roimd  the  diamber. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — I  have  not. 

Mr.  Fowler. — He  has  said  that  repre- 
sentatives of  Western  Australia  are  anti- 
Australian. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  is  not  an  in- 
sinuation ;  it  is  a  fact. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — It  appears  to  me  that 
the  Treasurer  is  incapable  of  giving  impar- 
tial consideration  to  arguments  that  are  ad- 
vanced in  reference  to  any  of  these  items. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  although  he  has  said 
that  Australian-made  crucibles  are  used  in 
the  eastern  States,  and  that  Western  Aus- 
tralia alone  asks  for  the  impcnted  article, 
I  have  just  had  handed  to  me  a  letta  from 
the  Victorian  Chamber  of  Mines  

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not  pay  much 
attention  to  its  representations. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— If  a  deputation  from 
the  Victorian  Chamber  of  Manufactures 
waited  on  the  Treasurer,  he  would  take  it 
into  the  Ministerial  room  so  that  be  mi^t 
obtain  a  full  and  clear  explanation  of  what 
was  wanted,  and  then,  like  a  gramophone, 
would  repeat  in  the  House  what  was  said. 
The  Victorian  Chamber  of  Mines  ought  to 
be  just  as  competent  to  express  an  opiriion 
on  a  question  of  this  description  as  is  any 
institution.  It  knows  more  about  mining 
and  the  points  at  issue  in  connexion  with 
this  matter  than  does  any  other  institution. 
Its  members  find  it  to  their  interests  to  se- 
cure the  best  appliances.  In  a  letter  from 
the  Chamber,  it  is  stated  that — 

On  account  of  cniciblei  being  of  bulky  nature 
and  freight  charged  by  measurement,  mty  cost 
from  30  to  40  per  cent,  to  import,  which  in 
itself  is  a  substantial  protection. 

Thev  also  state  that — 

Local  crucibles  vary  in  quality  on  account  of 
the  clay  being  unsuitable,  and,  being  unreliable, 
they  are  little  used. 

Mr.  Watson. — We  have  many  tons  o£ 
good  clay  in  Australia. 

Mr.  FRAZER— The  Chamber  of  Mines 
states  that  Morgan's  Battersea  crucibles 
are  imported,  and  used  almost  excluavely 
on  the  mines. 

Sir  William  l^^^-^^OdfO^  *ny 
notice  of  them.  <-> 


Tafi§ 
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Mr.  FRAZER.— I  admit  that  the  hon- 
orable member  takes  no  notice  of  opinions 
with  which  he  disagrees. 

Mr.  Knox. — That  is  due  to  his  ignor- 
anoe. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  fact  that  he  is  in- 
capable of  giving  proper  consideration  to 
the  arguments  of  others  does  not  say  much 
for  his  intellectual  qtpacity.  It  is  stated  in 
this  letter  that— 

Battenea  (Morgan's)  cnicibles  are  imported 
and  used  almost  exclusively  by  the  mines,  the 
GoTcmment  laboratories,  mints,  uoiversities, 
Khoolt  of  mines,  chief  mines,  and  assayers 
throughout  the  Commonwealth  and  Mew  Zea- 
land. 

If  that  be  so,  how  shall  we  benefit  Aus- 
tralia by  imposing  this  duty?  Will  the 
desire  to  give  employment  to  three  men  in 
the  making  of  an  inferior  class  of  crucible 
be  stifBcient  to  justify  us  in  placing  a 
heavy  impost  on  srientiiic  institutiixis  that 
are  doing  mudi  to  encourag^  research,  and 
to  improve  minuig  pn^xKitions  that  may 
be  of  inmiense  ^efit  to  the  people  of 
Australia? 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [12.19].— It 
was  not  my  intention  to  speak  to  this  ques- 
tion imtil  the  Treasurer  urged  that  we 
ou^t,  in  this  cascr  to  give  Australia  a 
show.  If  we  desire  to  do  so  we  cert^nly 
(N^t  not  to  iiKlude  in  this  item  crucibles 
made  of  plumbago,  or  partly  of  plumbago, 
and  high-grade  assay  crucibles.  If  we  dot 
instead  of  helping  Australia,  we  shall 
blight  it.  As  to  the  remarks  made  by  the 
Treasurer  regarding  the  Golden  Horseshoe 
nnne,  I  pcnnt  out  that  be  visited  Western 
Anttralia  dtiring  certain  festivities,  and  he 
had  to  listen  to  practically  everything  that 
was  said. 

Sir  William  Lyne.^ — I  received  my  in- 
formation from  the  manager. 

Mr.  HEDGES. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber was  told  a  lot  of  things  that  disagreed 
with  what  many  of  us  knew. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  received  my  in- 
formation from  the  manager,  Mr.  Suther- 
land, who  had  just  returned  from  a  visit 
to  France  to  meet  the  directors. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— The  Golden  Horseshoe 
mine  is  owned  a  otxnpany  having  its 
head  office  in  England,  and  is  managed 
by  an  Australian,  who  was  educated  at  the 
Ballarat  School  of  Mines.  As  to  the  state- 
ment that  some  of  the  shares  in  the  com- 
pany are  held  in  France  

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  must  not  make  more  than  an  in- 
cidental refer«ice  to  that  phase  of  the 
question. 
t«44] 


Mr.  HEDGES.— The  broad  statement 
made  by  the  Treasurer  that  French-owned 
mines  are  being  run  in  Western  Australia 
is  incorrect,  and  that  remark  will  apply 
also  to  the  statement  that  crucibles  can  be, 
and  are  being,  made  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — What  nonsense. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— Common  crucibles  for 
ordinary  work  are  made  here,  and  we  should 
be  prepared  to  grant  them  the  protection  of 
a  reasonable  duty,  but  high-grade  cnicibles, 
and  those  made  of  plumbago,  or  partly  of 
plumbago,  are  not  made  in  Australia.  I 
hope  that  the  Treasurer  will  be  reasonable 
and  include  in  it^  248  the  articles  to 
which  I  have  referred. 

Questiwi — That  the  words  "  including 
crucible,  scorifiers,  and  muffles,"  proposed 
to  be  left  out,  stand  part  of  the  item  (Mr. 
Frazer's  amendment) — ^put     The  Com- 
mittee divided. 

Ayes      ...  ...  ...  20 

Noes  ...         ...  34 


Majority 

Cafts,  J.  H. 
Chanter,  J.  M- 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deaktn,  A. 
EwiDR,  T.  T. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hutchison,  ]. 
Lyne,  Sir  WilUam 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N, 

Atkinson,  L. 
Brown,  Tiller 
Cut.  E.  ir- 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  K. 
Kairbaim,  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fraxer,  C.  E. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Irvine,  W.  H. 

Kingston,  C.  C. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Watkins,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Batcbelor,  E.  L. 
Mathews,  J. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Quick.  Sir  John 
Harper,  R. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 


Atu. 

Manger,  S. 
McDougaU,  J.  K. 
O'Malley,  King 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Storrer,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Wiie,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Webster.  W. 

Nobs. 

Knox,  W. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Page,  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers : 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
■  Johnson,  W.  E. 

PAns. 

Kelly,  W.  H. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Willis,  Henry 
Archer,  E.  W. 
Poynton,  A. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Mahon.  H. 


Question  so  resolved  in  thG^Q^C 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Amendments   (by  Sir  William  Lyme) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  words  "35  per  cent."  the 
words  "  and  00  and  after  3rd  December,  IQ07, 
ad.  val.  (Cencial  Tariff)  aj  per  cent."  b«  U- 
serted. 

Th.it  after  the  words  "30  per  cent."  the  words 
"  ;vnd  on  and  after  3rd  December,  1907,  ad  val. 
(t'nited  Kingdom],  20  i>et  cent.,"  be  added. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  344.  Roofing  Tiles,  Flooring  Tiles,  and 
Tiles  n.e.t.,  of  ail  materials,  ad  val.,  30  per 
cent. 

.Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer^ [i2-3ij- — We  agreed  to  omit  the 
words  ' '  and  mosaic  flooring  ' '  from  item 
241  with  a  view  to  transfer  them  to  this 
item.    I  therefwe  move —  ' 

That  after  the  word  "materials"  the  words 
"  and  mosaic  flooring  "  be  inserted. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON'  (North 
S\(lney)  [12.32]. — I  intended  to  propose 
that  there  should  be  a  lower  duty  imposed 
on  opal  and  glass  tiles,  which,  I  under- 
stand, are  not  made  here,  but  if  the  Trea- 
surer is  willing  to  accejA  on  this  item  duBes 
of  25  and  20  per  cent.  I  shall  not  mo>-e 
any  amendment. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  intend  to  propose 
duties  of  30  and  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  think 
that  duties  of  25  and  20  per  cent,  would 
represent  a  fair  compromise  on  this  item. 
If  the  Minister  will  not  agree  to  those 
duties  I  think  the  Committee  should  be 
prepared  to  accept  a  lower  duty  on  opal 
and  glass  tiles,  which  are  not  made  here. 

Mr.  TuDOB. — They  cOTie  into  competi- 
tion with  glazed  tiles,  which  are  made  here. 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [12.35]. — With  a  view  to  propos- 
ing subsequently  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  on 
imports  from  the  United  Kingdom,  I 
move — 

Thill  t'lc  words  "and  on  ami  after  3rd  De- 
ci-mber,  1907,  ad  val.  (United  Kingdom),  25  per 
cent."  be  added. 

Duties  of  25  per  cent,  on  tliis  item  would 
represent  a  considerable  increase  on  the 
duties  imposed  under  the  old  Tariff,  which 
were  15  per  cent,  on  roof  tiles  and  20  per 
cent,  on  other  tiles. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — There  would  prac- 
tically be  no  increase  on  other  tiles,  as  al- 
most the  whole  of  the  imports  are  from 
Great  Britain. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— No.  a 
quantity  is  tmpcMted  from  the  Con- 
tinent, and  chiefly  from  Marseilles.    I  re- 


mind the  Committee  that  in  New  South 
Wales   the   manufacture   of   tiles  was 

undertaken  without  the  advantage  of  any 
duty  at  all,  and  the  manufacturers  were 
able  to  conpete  with  the  imported  article. 
I  understand  from  makers  of  tiles  in  that 
State  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  an  in- 
crease of  duty.  The  article  is  a  cheap  one, 
and  the  importing  charges  represent  a  very 
high  percentage  of  its  value.  The  duties 
I  suggest  would  really  mean  an  increase 
of  iG>per  cent,  on  the  old  Tariff,  since  the 
bulk  of  the  roofing  tiles  are  imported  from 
Marseilles,  and  we  should  not  add  more 
than  that  to  the  cost  of  building. 

Sir  W^iLLiAM  LvNE. — The  increased 
duty  will  not  add  to  the  cost  of  building. 
It  does  not  do  so  in  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's own  electorate,  where  I  know  that 
one  or  two  houses  have  been  covered  with 
imported  tiles  for  which  the  same  price 
was  paid  as  is  charged  for  local  tiles. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— That  may 
be  so.  The  manufacturers  of  local  tiles 
would  keep  their  prices  up  to  the  prices 
charged  for  imported  tiles,  even  though  die 
duty  should  be  increased.  By  my  amend- 
ment I  offer  a  10  per  cent,  increase  of 
duty  on  roofing  tiles,  most  of  which  are 
imported  from  France. 

Mr.  Sampson. — The  honorable  gentle- 
man proposes  practically  no  increase  In  the 
protection  on  flooring  and  other  tiles. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— That  is  so;  the 
figures  show  that  the  bulk  of  those  tiles 
are  imported  from  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  do  not 
say  that  a  large  quantity  is  not  imported 
from  Great  Britain,  but  I  do  say  that  some 
of  these  tiles  are  imported  from  the  Conti- 
nent. There  is  really  no  occasion  tor  an 
increase  of  this  duty,  because  the  local 
manufacturers  have  sufficient  protection 
already.  The  competititxi  exists,  and 
the  local  manufacture  has  been  undertaken, 
even  in  New  South  Wales,  where  there  was 
no  duty  at  all.  I  do  not  think  that  we 
ought  to  increase  these  building  charges 
more  than  we  have  done  already.  There 
are  comparatively  few  makers  of  tiles  in 
any  one  State,  and  it  would  be  easy  for 
them  to  arrange  for  their  price  to  come  up 
to  the  duty. 

Mr.  SAMPSON  (Wimmera)  [12.41]. — I 
hope  the  Government  will  not  leduoe  these 
rates  below  30  per  cent,  and  25  per  cent. 
We  reduced  the  rates  in  the  last  item  by 
5  per  cent,  too  much.  According  to  the 
schedule  supplied  to  honorable  members. 
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r^i5,ooo  worth  of  these  tiles  were  imported 
list  year.  Knibbs  states  that  ^^27,000 
worth  of  tiles,  n.e.i.,  and  tiles  for  roofing 
are  imported  per  annum.  The  whole  of 
those  should  be  fnanufactured  in  Australia, 
especially  in  view  of,  the  clays  we  have. 

Sir  WiLLXAU  Lyme,— The  asj^alt  and 
roofing  tiles  are  practically  all  imported 
from  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— Most  of  the  roofing 
tiles  come  from  FraiKe,  but  about  ^£15,000 
worth  of  flooring  and  other  tiJes  were  im- 
ported, mostly  from  Great  Britain.  There- 
fore, the  proposed  duties  of  25  per  cent, 
and  20  per  cent,  would  give  no  increased 
protecticm.  We  should  especially  encour- 
age the  primary  industries,  and  this  is  dis- 
tinctly a  primary  industry.  There  are 
earthernware  and  tiling  factories  scattered 
throughout  the  country  tUstricts  of  Aus- 
tralia. We  should  make  the  whole  of  our 
roofing  tiles.  I  shall  be  prepared  to  move 
for  a  duty  of  25  per  cent.,  as  against  the 
United  Kingdom,  retaining  a  duty  of  50 
per  cent,  in  the  General  Tariff. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [ia.43l. 
— I  hope  that  the  duty  will  not  be  reduced. 
I  may  inform  those  honorable  members 
who  represent  Western  Australia  that  the 
principal  evidence  with  reference  to  this 
item  was  received  in  Perth  from  a  local 
manufacturer,  Mr.  Richard  Gervase  Kir- 
tcm,  managing  .director  of  the  Kirtcm 
Patent  Pottery  Company  Limited,  Bel- 
mont. He  said  they  were  engaged  in  the 
production  of  fine  roofing  tiles  out  of  local 
clay,  with  local  labour. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — He  was  only  get- 
ting a  duty  of  15  per  cent. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.  —  He  asked  the 
Tariff  C«nmission  for  increased  protection. 
How  in  face  of  that  can  the  honorable 
member  for  Fremantle  say  that  no  one 
asked  for  an  increase  of  duty  on  this  item  ? 
That  witness  stated  that  the  local  indus- 
was  in  a  state  of  asllapse  on  account 
the  cheap  importation  of  French  tiles. 
This  is  a  passage  from  his  evidence — 

I  think  that  when  a  product  is  manufactured 
in  a  foreign  country  where  the  conditiont  are 
much  less  expensire,  then  the  competition  ol 
that  ooantiT  it  not  an  equitable  competition. 
Touching  the  matter  of  these  Marseilirs  tiles, 
w«  know  that  they  are  manufactured  in  Mar- 
seilles, where  the  wages  range  from  15  to  25 
fraocs  a  week.  Here  we  have  to  pay  double, 
or  a  little  more  than  double. 

I  cannot  find  his  exact  statement  as  to  the 
anxHint  of   increased   duty  which  he  re- 
quired, but  I  know  that  he  wanted  it  effec- 
[244]— a 


tive  to  enable  him  to  compete  on  equal 
terms  with  the  imported  article. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  imported  tiles  can  be 
brought  out  very  cheaply,  as  they  are  very 
heav) ,  and  can  be  packed  close  in  the 
bottom  of  a  ship. 

Sir  JOHN  yUlCK.— I  should  like  the 
Western  Australian  members  to  take  notice 
of  the  Western  Australian  suggestion  which 
I  have  cited,  and  to  recognise  that  this  is 
not  one  of  the  much-abused  Victorian 
manufactures. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [12.44].— I  hope 
that  the  rates  of  30  per  cent,  and  25  per 
cent.,  proposed  by  the  "Government,  will  be 
agreed  to,  and  that  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  North  Sydney,  for  a 
general  Tariff  rate  of  25  pet  cent,  wilt  be 
negatived.  This  industry  is  very  much 
affected  bv  the  importation  of  the  surplus 
stocks  of '  the  United  States  of  America 
manufacturers.  Here  is  a  letter  from 
America,  dated  loth  June,  1907,  which 
shows  what  the  local  manufacturer  has  to 
contend  with.  It  is  from  a  large  tile  manu- 
facturing company  in  Kansas  City — 

We  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you,  by  par- 
cels post,  sample  of  special  ceramic  mosaic  tile, 
which  we  will  sell  you  at  $3.50  per  barrel,  con- 
taining about  100  square  feet — 11.  4d.  yard. 

The  usual  trade  price  of  that  article  is  actu- 
ally 9s.  lod.  per  square  yard. 

We  are  also  sending  you  a  sample  of  a  special 
white  glased  wall  tile,  measuring  6  inches  ling 
by  inches  wide,  which  we  will  sell  you  at 
8c.  net  per  square  foot — 3s.  square  yard. 

The  usual  trade  price  of  that  article  is 
8s.  id.  per  square  yard.  Whether  those 
prices  are  for  delivery  in  America  or  for 
delivery  in  this  port,  the  difference  be- 
tween them  and  the  local  prices  is  enorm- 
ous. 

>ir.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Wages  are  as 
high  in  America  as  they  are  here,  and  those 
quotations  show  that'  the  manufacturers 
with  high  protective  duties  must  be  making 
gigantic  profits. 

Mr.  KNOX. — No  one  knows  better  than 
the  honorable  member  for  North  Sydney 
does  how  the  American  manufacturers 
charge  their  own  people  high  prices,  and 
sell  their  surplus  stocks  in  other  j^Hintrles 
at  lower  prices.  The  Australian  tile  manu- 
facturing industry  is  in  an  exceptional 
position  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty 
which  I  have  pointed  out. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Are  those  particular  tiles 
made  here? 

Mr.  KNOX.— Yes.  When  the,  first 
Tariff  was  under  cetiSidetfatknQC^fiBited 
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samples  in  this  chamber,  made  at  Mitcham, 
which  is  now  in  the  constituency  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Flinders. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [12.50].— 
The  tile-making  industry  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia was  started  before  FederatiMi,  and 
prospered  without  the  assistance  of  Vic- 
toria. 

Sir  John  Quick. — It  was  shut  up  for 
want  of  increased  protection  at  the  time 
we  visited  Western  Australia. 

Mr.  HEDGES.  —  I  know  the  place 
well.  The  train  passes  within  half-a- 
chain  of  it,  and  I  have  seen  it  grow  from 
a  little  iplace  to  a  big  one  without 
asking  Victoria  for  help.  The  hcxiorable 
mem^r  for  Bendigo  made  a  dead  set  at 
me,  and  mentiwied  me  in  this  matter.  I 
have  no  desire  to  injure  any  Australian 
industry.  I  wish  to  assist  to  establish 
every  industry  possible,  but  where  I  see 
one  already  established,  and  doing  well, 
I  shall  be  no  party  to  spoon-feeding  it. 
It  is  rather  a  disgrace  to  Victoria  that  tile- 
mating  should  have  been  tmdertaken  in 
Western  Australia  before  it  was  begun  in 
Victoria. 

Mr.  Storrer.— Thev  had  good  protec- 
tion in  Western  Australia  then. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— I  am  in  favour  of  a 
reasonable  duty. 

Mr.  Sampson. — Does  the  honorable 
member  consider  15  per  cent,  reasonable? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— An  honorable  member 
who  wishes  to  speak  about  anything  which  is 
not  Victorian  is  scarcely  allowed  to  be  heard 
in  this  Chamber.  It  would  be  a  good  thing 
if  we  could  move  this  Parliament  some- 
where into  the  bush.  I  am  sure  that 
members  frcm  other  parts  of  Australia  will 
never  get  a  fair  deal  until  we  get  away 
from  Melbourne.  The  tiles  made  in 
Western  Australia  are  of  a  very  good 
quality,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  Vic- 
torians ihould  not  be  able  to  make  a  tile 
of  equal  quality,  if  they  have  the  energy 
and  pluck  to  undertake  the  industry  with- 
out the  assistance  of  .Western  Australia 
and  Queensland. 

Question— That  the  words  "  and  on  and 
after  3rd  December,.  1907,  ad  val.  (Gene- 
ral Tariff)  25  per  cent."  be  added  (Mr. 
DucALD  Thomson's  amendmer.t)~put. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Am. 


Atkinson,  L. 
fiiowD,  TiUey 
Cook,  Joseph 
Ponest,  Sir  John 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Gfyna,  P.  McH. 


Carr,  E.  b. 
Catti,  J.  H. 
Chapman,  Auitin 
Coon,  J. 
Deakio,  A. 
Ewing^  T.  T. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Fisher,  A. 
Fraier,  C.  £. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
HedKet,*W.  N. 
Inrine,  Hans 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 
l.yne,  Sir  William 
Malonev,  W.  R.  N. 
Uathem.  J. 


Kelly,  W.  H. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Foynton,  A. 
Browo,  Thomas 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Smith,  Bmce 
Mahon,  H. 
Archer,  E.  W. 
Willis.  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 


Ayes 
Noes 


Majority 


ji 
33 

22 


lohnson,  W.  E. 
Page,  J. 

Thomson,  Dugald 

Tellert: 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
McWilliami,  W.  ]. 


Non. 


UcDougall,  J.  E. 
O'Malley,  King 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Spence.  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Waison,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers: 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Cook,  Hume 


PAOts. 


Kingston,  C.  C. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Hall.  D.  R. 
Harper,  R. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Mauger,  S. 
Thomson,  John 
Watkins.  D. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 


Question  so  resolved  in'  the  negative. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment   (by   Mr.    Sahpson)  pro- 

posed — 

That  tbe  words  "  and  on  and  after  3rd  De- 
ccmber,  1907,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  25  per 
cent."  be  added. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North  Syd- 
ney) [13.56]. — I  draw  attention  to  the  fact 
that  objections  raised  to  the  withdrawal  of 
calls  for  divisims  are  likely  to  waste  a 
great  deal  of  time.  Such  objections  are  not 
fair  to  the  Committee.  Already  we  have 
allowed  one  or  two  calls  for  divisions  to  be 
withdrawn  bv  the  Treasurer,  simply  be- 
cause we  desired  to  expedite  matters.  Are 
we  to  be  compelled  to  go  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Riverina  and  ask  him  whether 
we  mav  mo%e  an  amendment  ?  Is  he  to  be 
an  autocrat,  and  sav.  "  If  you  move  an 
amendment  I  shall  force  the  question  to  a 
division"?  Surely  an  honorable  member 
has  a  right  to  move  an  amendment  in  order 
to  see  whether  he  can  get  support ;  and 
it  is  only  reasonable  on  his  part,  if  the 
support  be  not  /orth(»npn|^p^fi^^  th^^  tiw 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [12.58]. — My  desire  has  always  been 
DOC  to  place  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  a 
call  iot  a  division  being  withdrawn.  I  may, 
say,  however,  that  I  have  beard  the  honor- 
able men^ier  for  Riverina  express  his  dis- 
approval at  repeated  attempts  to  alter 
duties  \ry  means  of  one  amendment  after 
another  and  this  may  have  influenced  him 
in  the  course  be  took. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [12.59]  — I 
am  just  as  anxious  as  any  hcHiorable  mem- 
ber to  see  the  business  expedited.  It  is  the 
ri|^t  of  every  honorable  member  to  move 
amendments;  and  I  objected  to  the  with- 
drawal of  tl^e  call  for  a  division  

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  done  so  twice. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— And  I  may  do  so 
again. 

Mr.  Watson. — Then  we  shall  never  get 
on ! 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Will  the  honorable 
member  permit  me  to  state  my  case? 

Sitting  suspended  from  i  to  2.15  -p.m. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— When  the  sitting  was 
suspended,  I  was  making  a  personal  expla- 
n^on  concerning  statements  made  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Nwth  Sydney,  and 
the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta,  who 
appear  to  entertain  a  decided  objection  ro 
the  exercise  by  me  of  the  privilege  of  ob- 
jecting to  the  withdrawal  of  the  call  for 
a  division  when  once  it  has  been  made.  It 
has  been  said  that  I  desire  to  prevent  hon- 
orable members  from  moving  amendments. 
I  have  no  such  desire.  Any  honorable  mem- 
ber is  at  liberty  to  submit  whatever  pro- 
posal he  may  deem  fit.  I  merely  object  to 
the  acttcm  <k  some  honorable  memb^'s  op- 
posite who,  afto"  having  disputed  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Chair  in  regard  to  the  vdces, 
are  in  the  habit  of  calling  for  a  divisicHi, 
allowing  the  bells  to  be  rung,  practically 
occupying  the  whole  of  the  time  that 
would  be  absorbed  in  taking  a  division, 
and  thai  asking  leave  to  withdraw  their 
call. 

Mr.  Johnson. — We  have  merely  asked 
leave  to  withdraw  our  calls  when  we  have 
been  requested  to  do  so  by  the  Minister. 
Upon  nearly  every  occasion  the  request 
for  a  withdrawal  of  the  call  has  been 
made  at  the  instance  of  the  Minister. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  take  up  this  posi- 
tion  

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 
member  will  not  be  in  order  in  debating 
the  question. 


Mr.  CHANTER.— I  do  not  propose  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAVS. — Better  leave  well 
alone. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— My  action  was 
prompted  by  the  conduct  of  the  Opposition 
in  permitting  the  bells  to  be  rung  for  a 
division,  and  after  having  wasted  the  time 
of  the  Committee,  in  asking  for  leave  to 
withdraw  the  call. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — Is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber in  order  in  accusing  the  Oppositicxi  ok 
wasting  time? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Having  explained 
the  motive  which  induced  me  to  object  to 
the  withdrawal  of  the  call  for  a  division, 
I  wish  only  to  add  that  my  future  course 
of  action  will  depend  entirely  upon  what 
I  think  of  the  action  of  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[2.19]. — I  am  afraid  that  the  time  has  not 
}et  arrived  when  the  Opposition  must  con- 
sult the  honorable  member  for  Riverina  io 
regard  to  how,  when,  and  where  its  mem- 
bers shall  vote. 

Amendment  (Mr.  Sampson's)  agreed 
to — 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

It«m  .145.    Asphnit,  mastic,  ad  val.,   15  per 

cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [2.20]. — Asphalt  mastic  is  manufac- 
tured trcHU  crude  bitumen  and  limestone. 
The  imported  article  is  the  manufactured 
production  which  is  melted  and  mixed  with 
bitumen.  The  duty  proposed  is  that  which 
has  been  recommended  by  both  sectiois 
of  the  Tariff  Ccmmission. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [2.21]— I  would 
point  out  that  this  article  was  on  the  free 
list  under  the  old  Tariff,  and  that  no  rea- 
son has  been  advanced  why  it  should  be 
made  dutiable.    I  therefore  move  — 

That  the  words  "  aod  od  and  after  4th  De- 
cember, 1907  (Gcoeral  Tariff),  free"  be  added. 

Amendment  negatived. 
Item  agreed  to. 

Item  246  (Earthenware)  agreed  to. 

Item  247.  Fire  and  glazed  bricks;  fire 
lumps ;  libro  cement ;  fire  clay  manufactures, 
n.e.i. ;  and  asphalt  tiles,  ad  val.,  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [2-.  24].— Under 
the  old  Tariff  fire  bricks  for  reverberatory 
furnaces  were  admitted  free.  I  have  been 
assured  certain  mine  managers  that  it 
is  impossible  to  obtain  in  Australia  a  fire 
brick'  which  is  capable  of  withstanding  the 
great  heat  to  which  such  bricks  must  be 
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subjeded.  The  manager  of  the  Moonta 
mines  gave  me  that  information  only  a  little 
while  aga  I  therefore  move- 
That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  4th  De- 
cember, 1907,  fire  bricks  for  rererbcratory  fur- 
naces, free"  be  added. 

Sir  John  Forbest. — Do  they  not  make 
fire  bricks  here?  They  do  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Fire  bricks  are  not 
made  in  the  Conmon wealth  which  will 
withstand  the  test  to  which  they  must  be 
subjected  as  well  as  will  the  imported 
article. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [2.27].— 
This  is  another  item  in  respect  of  which  an 
application  was  made  to  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission by  a  South  Australian  industry  for 
consideration.  Mr.  Frederick  Meakin,  of 
Royal  Park,  Alberton,  near  Adelaide, 
brought  under  the  attention  of  that  body 
the  question  of  the  duty  upon  fire  t»icks. 
He  was  examined  by  Soiator  McGregor  as 
follows — 

5ja66.  Have  you  never  had  any  idea  of  going 
in  for  the  maaafacture  of  fire  bncki? — ^We  hare 
got  the  idea  at  the  present  time  of  going  in  for 
fire  bricks.   We  feel  convinced  it  can  be  done. 

53367.  If  you  bad  a  larger  market  for  your 
pressem  wares,  would  that  assist  you  in  going  in 
for  the  manufacture  of  fire  bricks? — Yes. 

5326S.  Is  there  anything  else  besides  these 
crucibles  and  fire  briclu  that  the  clay  is  suitable 
for? — Well,  tbete  is  the  mannfacture  of  other 
common  goods. 

53269.  If  you  were,  thoroughly  satisfied  in  the 
manufacture  of  these  wares  you  are  doing  now, 
and  also  of  fire  bricks,  would  you  go  in  for  the 
manufacture  of  other  ware? — Probably;  but  we 
would  direct  our  attention  to  the  manufacture 
of  those  lines  principally. 

It  was  upon  these  representations  that  the 
Cmnmission  recommended  that  fire  bricks 
for  re\erberatory  furnaces  should  be  re- 
moved from  the  free  list. 

Mr.  POYNTON. — It  is  upon  the  represen- 
tations of  South  Australian  mining  mana- 
gers that  I  ask  that  they  shall  be  restored 
to  the  free  list. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Fire  bricks  are 
also  manufactured  in  Victoria  and  can  be 
made  in  various  parts  of  Australia.  I  fail 
to  see  why  fire  bricks  for  reverberatory  fur- 
naces should  be  admitted  free  whilst  other 
fire  bricks  should  be  dutiable.  How  is  it 
possible  to  distinguish  between  fire  bricks 
which  are  intended  for  reverberatory  fur- 
naces and  fire  bricks  which  are  intended  to 
be  used  for  other  purposes?  If  these  bricks 
fw  reverberatory  furnaces  are  to  be  ex- 
empted from  duty  let  us  make  them  free 
all  round.    At  the  present  time  they  are 


being  imported  under  the  pretence  that  tbey 
are  to  be  used  for  high-class  purposes  when 
as  a  matter  of  fact  they  are  intended  to  be 
used  for  all  sorts  of  purposes.  I  think 
that  reason  has  beoi  slu>wn  for  extending, 
some  slight  protection  to  the  iDdustr\v 
Certainly  fire  tvidcs  ought  not  to  be  plaoed 
upm  the  free  list.  If  we  can  manuracture 
earthenware  for  ordinary  .pottery  purposes^ 
sureljr  we  ought  to  be  ^le  to  manufacture 
firebricks.  I,  therefore,  ask  the  Committee 
not  to  omit  the  item,  but,  if  tbey  think  fit, 
to  fix  a  more  moderate  duty. 

Mr..  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[2.30]. — Firebricks  are  not  manufactured 
in  my  electorate,  but  are  used  ttu»e  moie 
than,  I  suppose,  in  any  other  electorate. 
I  have  been  assured  by  users  that  the  Aus- 
tralian firebrick  is  the  best.  I  venture  to  say 
that,  aft«r  the  next  few  years,  there  will  be 
no  more  necessity  to  have  the  firebrick  On  the 
Tariff  than  there  is  now  to  have  the  ordin- 
ary brick.  At  the  present  time,  however, 
it  is  essential  that  the  item  ^ould  be 
dutiable,  so  that  we  may  get  all 
the  large  irtrnworks  to  use  Australian 
firebricks.  In  the  Newport  workshops  only 
Australian  firebricks  are  used,  and  they 
j^ve  great  satisfaction.  Last  week  I  was 
in  a  steel  crucible  factory  in  South  Mel- 
bourne, and  five  or  six  persons  told  roe 
that  the  Australian  firebrick  was  positively 
the  best,  having  a  l<xiger  life  and  being 
cheaper.  Th^dtore,  I  hope  that  the  Minis- 
ter will  retain  the  duty  at  15  per  <xnt.  on 
firebricks.  I  believe  that  if  any  hon- 
orable member  were  to  inquire  outside,  he 
would  find  that  the  price  of  the  article  has 
gone  down  considerably. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [2.32].—!  am 
aware  that  a  large  numl^  of  Australian- 
made  firebricks  are  used  in  the  furnaces  at 
Broken  Hill  and  elsewhere.  A  special 
firebrick,  which  is  made  in  Glasgow,  is  also 
used ;  but  any  one  who  says  that  Australian- 
made  bricks  are  not  used,  is  not  speaking 
ui  accOTdance  with  facts. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Bowden)  nega- 
tived— 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  4th  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  val.,  10  pet  cent."  be  added. 

Item  agreed  ta 

Item  248.  Roasting  Dishes,  Anay  Faraacet, 
and  Cupels,  free. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [2.341.~Id 
accordance  with  a  dedsi<»i  of  the  Com- 
mittee, I  move — 

"  ^iblM?*^rifier^^&  ^^^^^^^^S^ 
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Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [2.35].— 
Beftwe  H)e  amendment  is  put,  I  wish  to 
point  out  that  cupels,  which  are  made  in 
Australia,  ought  to  be  taken  out  of  this 
Item  with  a  view  to  their  being  brought 
under  a  duty.  If  the  honorable  member 
for  Kalgoorlie  will  afford  me  an  oppor- 
tunity, I  propose  to  move  the  ixnissicm  of 
the  word. 

Am^dment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Mr.  Chairman,  as  the 
effect  of  onitting  the  word  "  cupels  "  will 
he  to  increase  taxation  oug^  not  an  amend- 
ment for  that  purpose  to  be  moved  by  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown  instead  of  by  a 
private  member? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Yes. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
pn^xMed — 

That  the  word  "cupels"  be  left  oaL 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [2.36l.~I  have 
some  information  with  regard  to  cupels 
and  scorifiers.  It  is  stated  that  after  the 
process  in  which  the  scorifier  is  used  is 
finished — 

«  small  button  cf  lead  iiill  lemains,  but 
much  reduced  in  size,  and  still  containing  all 
the  precious  metals.  This  button  is  then  cup- 
elled. A  cupel  is  a  small  dish  made  of  bone 
ash,  ffiftgnesia,  or  other  special  material.  The 
cupel  is  placed  in  a  muffle,  and  the  small  but- 
Con  obtained  by  scorification  placed  in  the  cupel. 
The  cupel,  being  absorbent,  soon  absorbs  all 
the  lead,  and  a  button  of  gold  and  silver  it  then 
obtained  witbout  any  lead  at  all.  A  scorifier 
and  a  cupel  are  used  once  only. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [2.38I.— It  is 
very  strange  indeed  that  informatiMi  of 
that  sort  sdiould  have  to  come  from  a 
private  member  instead  of  from  the  Trea- 
surer. I  submit  that  the  latter  ought  to 
be  in  a  position  to  furnish  honorable  mem- 
bers with  all  necessary  informaticHi. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Mr,   Fkazer)  agreed 

to — 

That  after  the  word  "  and"  the  words  "cruci- 
bles, scorifiers,  and  muffles"  be  inserted. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Item  349.  Glass,  y'lz.  : — 
Bent,  Berelled,  Heraldic,  Sand-blasted, 
Enamelled,  Embused,  Etched,  Silvered, 
and  Cut;  Comers  Cut,  Bevelled,  or  En- 
graved ;  Panes,  Prisms,  and  all  Glass 
framed  with  metal,  ad  val.,  30  per  cent. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [2.39l.~I  hope 
that  the  Treasurer  will  ocmsent  to  omit 
from  this  item,  with  a  view  to  making  them 
ornamental  windows  for  chiux:hes. 


Mr.  HincE  Cook. — Tbey  are  all  made 

here. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— Na 

Mr.  Mauger. — Yes,  beautiful  ornamental 
windows  are  made  here. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— At  all  events,  as  classes 
vary,  people  want  them  made  duty  free. 
Within  the  last  few  months  an  ornamental 
church  window  was  imported  for  the 
Church  of  England,  in  Adelaide,  at  a  cost 
of  £260,  and  the  duty  thereon  amounted 
to  no  less  than  j£go.  Surely,  in  the  in- 
terests of  art,  the  Minister  is  not  going  to 
impose  a  tax  oti  an  nnamental  church 
window,  which  really  ccmtributes  to  the 
beautifying  of  a  dty,  to  the  tune  of  j^po? 
That,  in  my  opinion,  is  merely  protection 
run  mad.  Anything  which  improves  pt^lic 
edifices,  aijart'from  the  fact  that  they  are 
churches,  is  a  matter  in  which  the  com- 
munity is  largely  interested.  We  ought  to 
encourage  the  use  of  the  highest  forms  of 
art,  and  the  only  way  in  which  to 
achieve  that  object  is  by  having  a 
moderate  duty,  or  no  dutv.  I  think 
that  if  we  omit  the  word  ' '  heraldic' '  it 
will  cover  the  case  of  ornamental  church 
windows.  Tt  may  also  be  necessary  to 
strike  out  the  words  "  or  engraved,"  and 
to  insert  the  word  "plain"  before  the 
words  "panes,  prisms,  and  all  glass  framed 
with  metal,"  because,  otherwise,  orna- 
mental church  windows  might  fall  under 
the  latter  words.  I  believe  it  is  the  custom 
of  the  Department,  whenever  doubtful  con- 
struction gives  them  a  chance,  to  put  a  tax 
on  any  article,  however  beautiful  it  mav  be. 

Mr.  Mauger. — As  the  churches  look  to 
the  people  here  for  their  money  they  ought 
to  have  their  work  done  here. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man ought  to  remember  that  the  diurches 
here  are  maintained  voluntarily. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Yes ;  but  it  is  the  workers 
who  support  the  churches. 

Mr.  GLYNN. — By  taxing  the  windows 
of  churches  we  impose  a  drain  upon  those 
persons  who  voluntarily  suppwt  them.  At 
the  present  time  the  churches  have  great 
trouble  to  get  necessary  subscriptions. 

Mr,  Mauger. — Tbey  will  experience  a 
good  deal  nxve' trouble  if  they  do  not  sup- 
port the  wOTkers. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— The  churches  are  not 
conducted  by  amateur  preachers  and  phil- 
anthropists. Subject  to  any  amendment 
which  ithe  Minister  may  suggest,  I  intend 
to  move  the  omission  of  the  word 
"heraldic"  from  this  item,  and  afterwards 
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to  move  its  inserticm  in  item  254,  under 
which  ornamental  church  windows,  as 
glass,  will  be  free.    I  move — 

That  the  word  "  Heraldic "  be  left  oot. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [2.40.].— 
I  hope  that  the  amendment  will  not  be  car- 
ried. Throughout  Australia  great  oxnplaints 
were  made  to  the  Tariff  Commission  about 
ornamental  church  windows  bein^  free. 
Not  only  workers,  but  also  manufacturers, 
asked :  Why  should  ornamental  glass  for 
churches  be  free  any  more  than  glass  for 
mansicMis  ?  The  churches  ought  to  be  able 
and  willing  to  support  Australian  manu- 
factures. I  see  no  reason  why  they,  any 
more  than  private  individuals,  should  claim 
exemption  from  this  duty.  We  all  appre- 
ciate the  beautification  of  our  places  of  wor- 
ship, but  we  need  not  thereby  sacrifice  our 
system  of  encouraging  native  industry.  I 
protest  against  the  omission  of  the  word. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  (Oxley)  [2.43].  — 
Under  item  299,  "mirrors  framed,  or 
not,  n-e.i."  are  subjected  to  duties 
of  40  and  30  -pex  cent.,  and  it  will 
be  desirable,  I  think,  to  make  it 
quite  clear  whether  mirrors  are  in- 
cluded in  the  item  before  the  C<»nmittee. 
It  would  be  just  as  well  that  these  articles 
should  appear  at  one  place  only  in  the 
Tariff. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — They  would  not 
be  dutiable  under  'both  299  and  249. 

yix.  EDWARDS.  —  That  is  what  I 
understood.  I  cannot  say  that  I  know 
very  much  about  the  articles  included  in 
this  item,  but  I  have  received  a  omununi- 
cation  fnxn  a  gentleman  in  Brisbane  who 
is  particularly  familiar  with  sudi  goods. 
I  think  that  the  best  thing  I  can  do  is  to 
read  his  letter.  This  gentleman  repre- 
sents the  firm  of  James  Campbell  and  Sons 
Limited,  Brisbane.     He  says — 

A  deputation  of  Melbourne  glasa  silverers 
and  bevellers  recently  waited  upon  the  Comp- 
troller of  Customs  to  enlist  his  sympathy  in 
the  direction  of  abolishing  the  duty  on  plain 
polished  plate  glats  under  a$  ft.  super.,  which 
is  used  in  Australia  for  makine  mirrors,  or  am 
an  alternative  to  increase  the  duty  on  bevelled 
and  silvered  plate  glass  from  the  proposed  new 
duty  of  30  per  cent,  to  at  least  45  per  cent., 
and  to  make  all  bevelled  glass  in  impottrd 
furniture  pay  an  excess  duty  of  ad.  per  lineal 
foot. 

We,  in  common  with  Messrs.  R.  S.  Exton 
and  Co.,  of  this  city,  the  only  other  firm  hav- 
ing a  silvering  and  bevelling  plant  in  the  State, 
nre  entirely  in  accord  with  the  objects  of  the 
deputation,  and  have  already  wired  our  sym- 
pathy with  the  movement.  Our  object  in  ad- 
dressing you  is  to  solicit  your  support  of  the 
proposal  when  this  particular  line  is  brought 


up  for  consideration,  and  we  sincerely  hope  joa 
will  see  your  way  to  assist  in  making  this  in- 
dustry, which  has  {or  years  been  struggling 
to  exist,  a  profitable  one  for  those  engaged  in 
it,  and  the  means  6i  affording  employment  to 
an  additional  number  of  hands. 

We  attach  hereto  for  your  information  the 
chief  points  of  the  evidence  placed  before  the 
Tariff  Commission,  which  will  enable  you  to 
grasp  the  situation  as  it  exists  in  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Then  follow  some  particulars  which  I  think 
it  is  desirable  to  commimicate  to  the  Ccan- 
mittee,  as  to  the  chief  points  of  evidence 
placed  before  the  Tariff  Commission — 

Raw  Material. 
Fixed,  5$.  per  100  feet  super,  in  plates  under 
7  feet  super. 

Fixed,  7s.  6d.  per  100  feet  super,  in  plate» 
from  7.1a  feet  super. 

Fixed,  ICS.  per  100  feet  super,  in  plates  from 
la.ioo  feet  super. 

The  bulk  of  our  raw  material  is  up  to  35  ft. 
super.,  which  we  desire  to  be  free,  which, 
according  to  the  Customs  returns,  would  be  a 
loss  to  the  revenue.  Which  loss  would  be 
practically  recovered  by  increasing  the  duty  to 
12%.  6d.  per  100  feet  super,  in  plates  from 
25.100  feet  super. 

Reasons  why  the  duty  should  be  remitted  oik 
our  raw  material  up  to  35  ft.  super  : — 

tst.  Foreign  manufacturers  do  not  pay  duty 
on  raw  material  in  our  trade,  it  \% 
itn. 

2nd.  Freight.  We  pay  more  freight  on  the 
raw   material   than   on   the  finished 

article. 

3rd.  CuUett — which  we  sell  to  the  bottle 
works  at  per  ton,  for  which  we  pay 
market  price,  and  on  which  we  have 
paid  duty  as  well   as  freight,  and 
which  alone  is  equal  lo  10  per  cent.* 
that  is,  10  ft,  waste  in  every  100  ft- 
of  the  finished  article. 
If  the  foregoing  cannot  be  done  then — 
Increase   proposed   as   ad   v-il.   duty,   30  per 
cent,  to  45  per  cent. 

From  30  per  cent,  to  45  per  cent.,  nd  val., 
on  silvered  plate  and  dieet  glasa,  bevelled  plate 
and  sheet  glass. 

Reason — Conditions  of  labour  in  Great  Britaiik 
and  the  Continent. 

ist.  There  are  no  restrictions  to  girl  and 

boy  labour, 
and.  No  minimum  wage. 

FntNiroas. 

The  imports  under  this  head  amounted  to 
^^67,878,  which  contains  bevelled  and  silvered 
plate — we  request  that  a  duty  of  ad.  per  ft. 
lioeal  be  placed  on  all  bevelled  glass  in  furni- 
ture imported  into  the  Commonwealth,  plus  the 
present  duty. 

Take  an  or'dinary  case  for  example  : — 

Bedroom  Suites. 

48  X  12,  10  ft.  bevel  at  ad.,  is.  8d. 

04  X  15,   7  ft.  bevel  at  ad.,  is.  ad. 
12  X  6.      3  ft.  bevel  at^.,  fid. 
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What  we  reaueit,  viz.,  plain  polished  plate 
g\2M  up  to  35  tt.  super. 

ist.  That  our  raw  material  be  free,  or  that 
the  proposed  duty  on  bevelled  and 
silvered  glass  be  raised  from  30  per 
cent,  to  45  per  cent. 
md.  That  all  bevelled  glass  in  imported 
furniture  pay  an  excess  duty  of  ad. 
per  foot  lineal. 

I  hope  that  the  TreasurCT  will  pay  atten- 
tion to  these  particulars. 

Sir  WiLXiAM  L\-NE.  —  It  is  diflicuit  10 
listen  when  four  or  five  other  honorable 
members  are  round  about  me  endeavouring 
to  explain  various  matters  to  me. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  — I  have  the  utmost 
sympathy  with  the  Treasurer,  and  think  he 
has  done  remarkably  well  in  conducting  the 
business  of  the  Government  in  connexion 
with  the  Tariff.  No  crther  member  of 
this  House,  in  my  opinion,  would  have 
maintained  8tx;h  good  temper  as  he  has 
done  during  the  whole  time.  We  must 
admire  the  way  in  which  he  has  kept  con- 
trol over  himself.  I  do  not  know  whether 
I  should  be  in  wder  in  moving  an  ammd- 
ment  with  the  object  of  increasing  the 
duty. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — That  could  rwDt  be 
done 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— Failing  that  I  ask 
the  Treasurer  to  take  the  matter  into  his 
consideration.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
there  is  already  a  very  large  industry  in 
the  Commcxiwealth  in  ccmnaion  with  sil- 
vering and  bevelling  glass,  and  it  is  bound 
to  grow  into  a  very  much  larger  industry 
well  deserving  of  our  full  considbrjUion. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[2.50]. — I  wish  to  j(»n  witii  the  honorable 
member  for  Oxley  in  asking  the  Treasurer 
to  give  special  ctmsideration  to  this  itemt 
Items  349  and  250  are  really  bound  up 
with  each  other.  One  is  OOTicemed  with 
the  raw  material  of  the  other.  It  goes 
without  saying  that  the  bevel led-glass  in- 
dustry is  a  very  large  one.  Fair  wages 
are  paid  in  some  [daces,  and  good  wages 
in  others.  Our  desire  should  be  to  keep 
out  the  cheap  stuff  made  by  people  work- 
ing long  hotus,  and  for  low  wages.  What 
I  think  should  be  done  is  to  increase  the 
duty  under  paragraph  A  of  the  next  item, 
and  to  make  a  reductkxi  under  paragraphs 
c  and  D. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [2.53].— I 
feel  inclined  to  support  the  amendmoit  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Angas,  because, 
after  all  is  said  and  done,  we  must  admit 
that  church  stained-glass  windows  are 
wo^  of  art     I  am  surprised  at  the  heat 


thrown  into  the  discussion  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Bendigo,  and  regret  that  he 
has  seen  fit  to  introduce  tne  sectarian 

issue. 

Honorable  Members. — No,  no. 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — It  appears  to  me  that 
the  honorable  member  was  holding  a  brief 
against  the  ornamentation  of  our  churches. 
Further  on  in  the  Tariff  works  of  art  are 
exempt. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  going  to  ask 
the  Committee  to  leave  this  matter  over 
until  we  deal  with  the  exemptions. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— I  am  pleased  to  hear 
that,  and  am  surprised  to  find  the  Trea- 
surer exhibiting  so  much  reasonableness.  I 
think  more  of  him  now  than  I  did  pre- 
viously. He  himself  sees  the  advisableness 
of  exempting  works  of  art  intended  for 
public  institutions.  Our  churches  are  really 
in  the  same  position  as  other  public  in- 
stitutions. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Statuary  and  wl 
paintings  are  exempt 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— Church  windows  are 
practically  in  the  same  category  as  statuary 
and  oil  paintings.  They  are  a  most  valu- 
able means  of  education,  especially  for 
those  who  cannot  afford  to  travel  and  ad- 
mire works  of  art  in  foreign  countries. 
I  understand  that  the  words  "panes,  prisms, 
and  all  glass  framed  with  metal  "  in  this 
item  refer  to  cellar  lights  which  are  used 
in  pavements,  and  which,  I  am  informed, 
are  not  made  in  Australia.  That  being  so, 
I  think  that  the  duty  upcxi  them  is  exces- 
sive. With  the  exceptioj  of  those  lights 
the  item  relates  to  glass  WOTked  up.  I  ad- 
mit that  such  work  is  carried  (xi  in  the 
Commonwealth,  but  whilst  the  silverers  and 
bevellers  may  ask  fOT  a  high  protective  duty, 
those  ^gaged  in  all  branches  of  the  in- 
dustry do  not.  To  illustrate  the  fallacv  of 
high  protective  duties,  I  would  point  out 
that  under  free-trade  in  New  South  Wales, 
in  1900  no  less  than  185  hands  were  em- 
ployed in  this  industry,  whilst  in  Victoria, 
notwithstanding  its  thirty  years  of  protec- 
tion, only  «ghty-seven  bands  wefe  so  en- 
gaged. 

Mr.  Chanter. — What  is  the  btxiorable 
m^nber's  authority  for  that  statement  ? 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — It  was  obtained  from 
the  return  secured  bv  the  honorable  mem- 
ber fox  Kooyong.  I  do  not  know  why  we 
should  tax  the  users  of  cellar  lights,  which, 
I  am  informed  txi  the  best  authpritv,  are 
not — and  are  not  likely.  nile>€t|gmie  time 
— made  in  Australia. 
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Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [3.3]— We  find 
ourselves  confronted  with  a  difficulty  in 
dealing  with  the  finished  article  before  we 
have  disposed  of  an  item  covering  the  raw 
materials  used  in  iu  production.  The  next 
item  comprises  the  raw  material  of  the 
lieveller  and  the  silverer,  who  are  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  mirrors  for  furniture 
and  decorative  purposes.  I  do  not  ask  the 
Treasurer  to  postpone  this  item,  but  I  think 
that  if  he  would  agree  to  exempt  up  to 
certain  sizes  the  glass  included  in  the  next 
item,  the  Committee  would  be  prepared  to 
vote  for  a  higher  duty  on  glass  exceeding 
in  size  25  superficial  feet. 

Mr.  Watson. — Whv? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Because  smaller  sizes  are 
used  for  silvering  and  bevelling  purposes. 
The  bevelling  and  silvering  industries  are 
carried  on  all  over  the  Commonwealth,  arid 
this  request  is  indorsed  by  manufacturers  m 

all  the  States. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS.— Is  plate  glass  manu- 
factured in  Australia? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  do  not  think  that 
poUshed  plate  glass  has  yet  been  manufac- 
tured here,  and  I,  for  one,  would  be  pre- 
pared to  reduce  the  duty  upon  it.  I  ask  that 
glass  in  sizes  of  less  than  25  superficial 
feet  shall  be  allowed  to  come  in  free.  No 
doubt  the  time  will  come  when  we  shall  be 
producing  polished  plate  glass  m  the  Com- 
monwealth, but  in  this,  as  in  other  cases, 
I  think  that  we  ought  not  to  tax  the  raw 
material  of  an  industry,  especially  when 
that  raw  material  is  not  locally  produced. 

Sir  William  LvNE.-^What  is  it  that  the 
honorable  member  deares? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  deare  that  the  duty 
on  this  item  shall  remain,  and  that  the 
Treasurer  will  give  us  an  undertaking  that 
when  we  reach  the  next  item  he  will  be 
prepared  to  place  on  the  free  list  glass 
of  less  than  a  certain  superficial  area. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [3-7]—- 1  ag^eft 
that  we  need  to  consider  this  item  in  con- 
nexion with  the  next.  If  there  be  any- 
thing in  the  representations  constantly  made 
in  this  Chamber  as  to  what  constitutes  the 
raw  material  of  an  industry,  then  unques- 
tionably glass  of  certain  sues  is  the  raw 
material  of  the  silverer  and  the  bevelier. 
I  would  urge  the  Treasurer  to  agree  to  the 
suggestion  that  that  phase  of  the  question 
should  be  reconsidered  by  him  at  a  later 
stage.  I  wish  now  to  refer  more  parUcu- 
larlv  to  the  duty  on  stained-glass  windows. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— The  honorable 
member  for  Angas  is  going  to  withdraw 


his  amendment  in  reference  to  stained- 
glass  windows,  and  they  will,  be  dealt 
with  under  the  exemptions. 

Mr.  KNOX. — I  propose  to  make  a 
short  extract  from  a  communication  that 
I  have  received  ori  this  subject,  in  whicb 
it  is  stated  that  the  anomaly  is — 

That  itaiaed  glass  windows  for  cburchei  and 

public  institutions  are  under  dcnartmenlal  by- 
laws admitted  free  of  duty,  while  the  material 
of  which  the  windows  are  almost  entirely  com- 
posed, antique  and  cathedral  glass,  is  charged 
a  duty  of  15  per  cent.  This  glass,  the  raw  ma- 
terial of  the  glass  painter,  is  not  made  here 
Australia,  nor  is  it  likely  to  be  for  many  vears, 
as  the  demand  n  very  small. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — If  the  honorable 
member  raises  a  debate  on  that  point  we 
shall  be  here  all  ni^t. 

Mr.  KNOX.— I  wish  the  Minister  to 
understand  the  application  of  the  Tariff 
by  the  Department.  I  merely  desire  to 
obtain  from  him  an  assurance  that  this 
matter  will  receive  his  attention,  and  that 
a  reasonable  adjustment  will  be  made. 

Mr.  McDougall. — Is  there  anjr  reason 
why  this  glass  cannot  be  made  in  Aus- 
tralia ? 

Mr.  KNOX.— I  am  assured  by  experts 
that  the  quality  of  glass  used  for  these  pur- 
poses cannot  be  made  here.  As  for  glass, 
painting  for  church  and  dc«nestic  purposes 
I  claim  that,  with  the  exception  of  the 
work  of  some  men  of  world-wide  reputa- 
ticMi,  our  productions  cannot  be  beaten. 
I  recognise,  of  course,  that  the  highest 
class  erf  church  windows  come  only  from 
oot  centre,  but  artistic  work,  such  as  that 
of  the  writer  who  has  addressed  me  on  this 
Etd}ject,  and  who  is  knoiwn  in  all  the 
States  as  one  of  the  most  artistic  stained- 
glass  workers  in  the  Commonwealth,  ought 
to  be  encouraged.  This  gentleman  com- 
plains, with  justice,  that  the»  departmental 
arrangement  is  anomaloi<s.  I  submit  that 
the  matter  deserve?  the  attention  of  the 
Minister,  and  whilst  I  certainlv  shall  not 
favour  the  high  duty  proposed.  I  do  not 
think  we  should  be  justified  in  allowing- 
this  glass  to  come  in  free,  seeing  that  we 
have  an  opportunity  to  encourage  the 
artistic  work  now  being  carried  on  in  our 
midst. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [3-ii]-— My  de- 
sire is  to  assist  the  Treasurer  in  this  matter, 
and  before  speaking  I  consulted  the  head 
of  the  Department  of  Trade  and  Customs 
as  to  the  best  way  to  acccanplish  my  ob- 
ject. The  Treasurer  has  suggested  that  if 
I  do  not  press  my  amendment  at  this  stagey 
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he  will  favorably  ctuisider  an  exemptioa 
such  as  is  included  

Mr.  Watson. — I  hope  not. 

Mr.  GLYNN. — I  wish  honorable  mem- 
hen  would  not  be  10  hasty.  The  Trea- 
surer has  suggested  that  we  might  after- 
wards exempt  windows  iog  diuiches  and 
public  institutions,  as  being  works  of  art, 
imported  under  departmental  by-laws.  In  the 
Tariff  of  1902,  there  is  a  line  which  sup- 
plies an  answer  to  the  heated  remarks  of 
the  Chairman  of  the  Tariff  Commission.  I 
refer  to  the  special  aemption — 

Works  of  art  being  ctatuatv,  and  paintiDgi 
framed  or  unftaned,  alio  winaows  for  choxches 
or  public  nutitiUicMU  under  departmeatal  In- 
laws. 

In  view  of  that  provision,  can  it  be  said 
that  there  is  anything  atreme  in  my  ftug- 
.  gestion? 

Mr.  Watson. — There  is  a  great  deal  of 
complaint. 

Mr.  GLYNN. — But  there  is  nothing  to 
justify  the  extraordinary  protest  made  by 
the  hoiKffable  member  fa:  Bendigo.  Orna- 
mental glasses  for  chordi  purposes  vary 
greatly  in  quality.  They  are  works  of 
art,  and  vary  quite  as  much  as  pictures. 
If  my  amendment  be  not  adopted,  then 
the  glass  of  whKh  Shelley  speaks — 
Life,  like  a  dome  of  many  coloured  glau 
Stains  the  white  radiance  of  eternity — 

will  be  excluded. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [3.13].— 
I  think  that  the  Ccnmiittee  has  been  allowed 
TO  stray.  For  some  time  honwable  mem- 
bers have  been  discussing  a  later  item  in 
the  Tariff. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  two  are  inter- 
related. 

Mr.  WATSON.— They  are,  but  a  diii- 
<Jussion  dealing  with  two  distinct  items  is 
cOTifusing,  I  have  no  objection  to  a  re- 
dtKtioD  of  the  duty  on  plate  and  polished 
glass,  but  Sb  far  as  the  ite-n  immediately 
under  consideration  is  concerned,  I  hope 
that  no  exemption  will  be  oiai?.  1  should 
like  to  suggest  to  the  Treasurer  that  the 
word  "or"  should  be  substituted  for  the 
word  "and"  In  the  line  "silvered  and  cut.'* 
Should  not  it  read  "silvered  or  cut"? 

Sir  John  Forrest.— It  might  be  bnlh. 

Mr.  WATSON.— If  so,  the  word  "  or" 
should  appear  somewhere  else  in  the  sen- 
tence. 

Sir  WiLiiAM  Lyne. — I  think  the  item  as 
it  stands  would  cover  glass  "  silvered  and 
cut "  or  "  silvered  and  uncut."  I  propose 
After  the  word  "  and  "  to  insert  the  words 
"  or  brilliant" 


Mr.  WATSON.— The  matter  is  one  on 
which  the  officers  of  the  Department  can 
advise  the  honorable  gentleman;  but  I 
still  think  that  the  word  "or"  is  neces- 
sary. I  rose  principally  to  object  to  the 
proposal  to  put  heraldic  glass  and  stained 
glass  for  windows  on  the  free  list.  There 
are  men  aigaged  in  the  industry  in  Sydney 
and  Melbourne,  and,  I  think,  also  in  the 
capitals  of  the  other  States,  and  it  would 
be  most  unfair  to  call  upon  them  to  pay 
duty  on  the  paints  and  pigments  and  other 
materials  they  use  without  giving  them  pro- 
tection to  at  least  the  same  extent  in  re- 
spect of  the  finished  article.  I  suppose 
thiat  we  all  desire  to  see  our  churches  beau- 
tified, but  a  slight  increase  in  the  ooslt  of 
stained-glass  windows,  due  to  a  duty  for 
the  protection  of  the  local  industry,  would 
not  prevent  people  interested  in  church 
decoraticm  from  purchasing  beautiful  win- 
dows. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [3.18}— I  wish  to 
withdraw  the  amendment,  but  I  wish  it  to 
be  understood  that  I  do  so  because  of  a 
promise  given  by  the  Treasurer  that,  with- 
out binding  himself  in  any  way,  he  would 
favorably  consider  the  inclusion  of  these 
articles  in  a  list  similar  to  the  exemption 
list  in  the  Tariff  of  1902. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [3.19I— 
I  should  like  die  Treasurer  to  declare  what 
his  policy  is  going  to  be  on  this  item.  If 
he  is  prepared  to  exempt  the  article  re- 
ferred to  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Angas,  it  would  be  better  that  the  whole 
of  the  articles  included  in  this  item  should 
be  admitted  free.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man's decision  on  the  question  may  affect 
my  vote  upon  the  whole  item. 

Sir  WILLIAM  L\NE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [3.20]. — The  matter  is  one  for  the 
CommittM  to  deal  with;  but,  personally,  I 
may  say  at  once  that  I  believe  that  works  of 
art  should  be  admitted  free.  I  do  not  care 
for  what  purpcee  they  are  imported,  if  they 
are  real  works  of  art,  and  not  simply  re- 
plicas, I  do  not  see  why  they  should  not 
be  admitted  free,  as  they  have  been  here- 
tofore. What  I  told  the  honorable  member 
for  Angas  was  that  I  did  not  think  this 
was  the  place  in  which  to  deal  with  the 
question.  Previously  these  articles  have 
been  included  amongst  those  exempt  under 
departmental  by-laws,  and  I  think  that  is 
the  proper  place  for  them.  I  have  not  said 
that  thev  will  be  included  amongst  those 
exemptions,  botP^'WIt^ji^^^tWIing  is 
in  that  directi(Hi. 
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Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [3.21I— I  wish 
to  point  out  that  if  the  honorable  member 
for  Angas  withdraws  his  amendment  he  will 
not  accomplish  the  purpose  he  desires.  The 
best  way  would  be  to  take  these  articles 
out  of  this  item  and  subsequently  include 
them  in  the  list  of  exempticms.  It  is  quite 
true,  as  the  honorable  member  for  South 
Sydney  has  said,  that  there  are  a  number  of 
people  engaged  in  the  slained-glass  in- 
dustry in  the  CCHnmonwealth ;  but  I  never 
yet  heard  of  any  artist  in  Australia  asking 
for  protective  duties  with  the  object  of 
keeping  out  works  of  art. 

Mr  Watson. — Those  engaged  in  the 
stained-glass  window  industry  are  asking 
for  a  duty.  I  had  a  protest  rally  a  short 
time  ago  from  a  manufacturer  in  Sydney 
against  thar  free  admission. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— There  is  a  difference 
between  a  manufacturer  and  an  artist.  If 
the  person  referred  to  was  an  artist,  he  must 
be  an  exception  to  the  general  rule.  Artists 
the  world  over  are  only  too  glad  to  add 
to  their  knowledge  bv  the  study  of  works 
of  art  produced  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Watson. — Can  the  honorable  mem- 
ber define  what  a  work  of  art  is? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— To  do  that  might 
take  me  the  whole  afternoon ;  but  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  wcn-ks  of  art  mentiraied 
in  this  item  should  be  included  in  the 
free  list 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [3.23I. 
— I  remind  the  Committee  that  stained- 
glass  windows  must  be  considered  as  in  a 
different  category  from  paintings  or  sculp- 
ture. A  great  painting,  or  a  fine  piece  of 
sculpture,  imported,  cannot  be  produced  in 
Australia ;  but  I  will  undertake  to  find  in 
Vict(»ia,  New  South  Wales,  or  South  Aus- 
tralia, artists  who  will  produce  any  kind 
of  stained-glass  window  honorable  mem- 
bers are  willing  to  pay  for. 

Mr.  Wilson. — Bunkum  ! 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  challenge  the 
hraiorable  member  to  point  to  any  stained- 
glass  window  in  Australia  at  the  present 
time  a  replica  of  which  cannot  be  made  in 
the  Commonwealth.  It  must  not  be  for- 
gotten that  in  the  stained-glass  \vindow  in- 
dustry the  artists  are  not  the  only  persons 
employed.  The  industry  gives  a  great  deal 
of  employment  to  ordinary  workmea  I 
am  astraiished  at  the  Treasurer  giving  in 
this  matter  a  promise  which  would  have 
the  effect  of  destroying  a  flourishing  in- 
rliictrv    giving   considerable  employment. 


and  which  would  also  prevent  the  develop- 
ment in  the  Commonwealth  of  the  higher 
class  of  art  in  this  line. 

Mr.. BRUCE  SMITH  (Parkes)  [3.25]. 
— I  hope  the  hraiorable  member  for  Hind- 
marsh  will  permit  me  to  tell  him  that  he 
is  entirely  wrong  when  he  speaks  in  the 
way  he  has  done  about  stained-glass 
windows.  Some  of  the  greatest  artists  in 
England  are  employed  to-day  upon  ecclesi- 
astical glass  work  for  which  we  have  ro 
parallel  in  this  country. 

Mr.'  Watson. — ^There  is  very  fine  work 
in  this  line  done  here. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— That  may  be 
so.  Very  fine  oil  and  water-colour  paint- 
ing and  very  fine  sculptors'  work  are  draie 
here.  There  is  also  very  fine  literature 
produced  in  Australia.  I  saw  a  magazine 
the  other  day,  in  which  it  was  roundly 
asserted  that  no  magazines  from  abroad 
should  be  allowed  into  Australia,  because 
all  the  magazine  work  required  in  the 
Commonwealth  could  be  produced  bwe. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — ^I  do  not  think  so. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  am  aware 
that  the  honorable  member  does  not  think 
so,  but  the  statement,  appearing  in  the 
magazine  to  which  I  have  referred,  dis- 
closes the  same  spirit  as  that  just  displayed 
by  the  honorable  member,  and  which  is 
very  often  found  in  people  who  are  not 
sufficiently  informed  artistically  to  dis- 
criminate in  these  matters.  I  can  inform 
the  honorable  member  that  the  best  stained 
glass  ecclesiastical  window  work  is  looked 
upon  in  Great  Britain,  and  on  the  Conti- 
nent, as  involving  as  high  a  knowledge  of 
art  as  does  oil  or  water-colour  painting. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — ^The  honorable  mem- 
ber cannot  prant  to  a  stained  glass  window 
in  Australia  which  could  rx>t  be  duplicated 
here. 

Mr.  "BRUCE  SMITH.— The  honorable 
member  is  talking  about  replicas,  but  he 
must  know  that  we  could  get  a  first-rate 
Australian  artist  to  make  a  replica  of  the 
"The  Bent  Tree"  to-morrow,  and  while 
"The  Bent  Tree"  cost  about  £5,600,  the 
copy  of  the  picture  would  not  be  worth 
£$•  To  make  a  replica  of  any  man's 
paintii^  and  consider  that  a  work  of  art  is 
very  much  like  a  man  transcribing  anc^ier 
man's  book  and  then  claiming  to  have  pro- 
produced  literature. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — I  claim  that  those 
engaged  in  tlie  local  industry  of  staiiKd 
glass  window  making  can  produce  windows 
of  original  design  eqtu^  ipvat^Q^l^sent 
in  Australia. 
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Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Then  I  join 
issue  with  the  honorable  member.  Any  one 
who  knows  much  about  the  subject  will 
indorse  what  I  say,  when  I  tell  the  honor- 
able membn  that  be  makes  a  very  great 
mistake  if  he  supposes  that  we  have  artists 
in  this  country  at  the  present  time  who  can 
turn  out  the  ecclesiastical  or  heraldic  elass 
wwk  which  is  at  present  being  produced 
b  the  Old  Country.  The  heraldic 
glass  work  might  not  be  so  difficult, 
since  it  is  generally  designed  f  rom 
coats-of-arms,  and  is  more  in  the  nature 
of  a  copy,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
hi^est  class  of  ecclesiastkal  glass  work 
could  not  be  produced  here. 

Mr.  Watson. — Some  of  the  men  engaged 
in  the  work  in  the  Old  Country  coax  out 
here. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.—The  best  men 
engaged  in  the  work  would  .not  come  here, 
because  it  would  not  pay  them  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  suppose  that  the 
Toui^r  and  as{Mring  artists  might  he  in- 
duced to  come  here. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Young  artists  in 
oil  and  water-colour  painting  comt  here 
from  the  Old  Country  in  the  same  way, 
but  we  could  not  get  a  LeigTitwi,  a  Millais, 
or  an  Alma  Tadema,  or  men  of  that  rank 
to  come  out  to  Australia,  because  thev  can 
secure  prices  for  their  work  in  Great  Britain 
which  Australian  people  would  not  dream 
or  giving.  It  is  verv  difficult  for  an  artist 
in  Australia  to  obtain  £50  for  a  painting. 
Yet  we  find  that  a  man  like  Corot  for  his 
"Bent  Tree,"  of  which  there  is  a  copy  in 
Europe,  gets  ;£5,6oo. 

Mr.  Watson. — Corot  did  not  get  the 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN  (Mr. 
Batcbblob). — ^The  homM'able  member  is 
getting  away  from  the  question. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  submit,  sir, 
that  there  is  a  very  close  analogy  from  the 
artistic  point  of  view  between  literature, 
sculpture,  painting,  and  stained-glass  work 
of  the  kind  with  which  we  are  dealing.  I 
invite  the  honorable  member  for  Hindmarsh 
to  inquire  into  the  matter.  He  will  find 
literature  on  the  subject  in  our  Lib'arv  to 
convince  him  of  the  truth  of  what  I  have 
said.  Some  of  the  fcreatest  artists  engaged 
in  thif  work  in  England  obtain  hundreds 
of  guineas  for  a  set  of  glass  windows.  To 
say  that  we  could  do  such  work  here  is  to 
claim  that  we  have  a  Millais,  an  Alma 
Tadema,  or  a  Leighton  amongst  Australian 
irtitCs. 


Amendment  (Mr.  Glynn's),  by  leave, 
withdrawn. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  word  "silvered"  the  word 
'I and"  be  left  out,  with  a  view  to  insert  io 
liea  thereof  the  words  "or  brilH&nt." 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [3.29]— 
I  should  like  to  suggest  to  the  Treasurer 
lhat  if  we  are  to  give  special  ctmsideration 
to  stained  glass  windows  for  churches  in- 
stead of  putting  tiiem  on  the  free  list,  it 
would  be  better  to  incluBe  them  in  a 
special  line  at  a  lower  rate  of  duty.  What 
I  want  to  urge  is  that  our  local  artists 
who  are  arabiHous  to  do  good  work  of  this 
kind  should  at  least  be  given  a  protection 
etjuivalent  to  the  extra  prirt  they  are  called 
upon  to  pay  on  the  materials  thev  use  as 
a  result  of  the  duties  imposed  on  those 
materials.  The  matter  should  be  dealt 
with  in  a  way  which  would  not  prejudkK 
local  artists  in  this  line. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — What  doe-s  the 
honorable  member  suggest  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— At  least  15  per  cent. 
Mr.  Tudor. — The  duty  <mi  the  raw  ma- 
terial— ^glass,  n.e.i. — is  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  WATSON.— That  is  true. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — It  would  not  Ix; 
necessary  to  put  a  duty  of  15  per  cait.  on 
the  window.  It  should  be  only  on  the  pro- 
portion of  the  window  that  represents  the 
raw  material. 

Mr.  WATSON.— That  is  so,  but  the 
paint  and  other  materials  used  must  be  con- 
sidered. 

Mr.  FOWLER  (Perth)  [3.31].— I  agree 
in  a  larsfe  measure  with  ^e  honorable 
member  for  South  Sydney,  that  if  there  is 
any  virtue  in  a  protective  policy  the  artists 
engaged  on  this  kind  of  work  are  en- 
titled to  some  benefit  from  it,  but  1  would 
urge  very  strongly  that  as  the  disadvantages 
of  the  protective  policy  undoubtedly  apply 
to  them  to  a  certain  degree  steps  should  be 
taken  to  insure  that  they  are  not  tuenalized. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  thev  have  to  pay  to 
s«ne  extent  on  their  raw  material.  It  may 
be  a  c<»i>paTattveIy  small  amount,  hut  still 
the  fact  remains,  and  I  take  it  that  even 
free-traders  would  be  willing  to  level  up 
that  difference.  The  crf>Ject  of  the  free- 
trade  section  of  the  Tariff  CcMiimisskin  has 
always  been  to  level  up  anv  disadvantages 
that  may  exist  in  <ccuiiiexi<^ivith  aA  indus- 
try in  this  counti^y^  Wi^^V  i°>Porta- 
tions  of  materials  from  aUoad. 
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Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  free-trade 
section  of  the  Tariff  Ccxnmission  recommend 
15  per  cent 

Mr.  FOWLER. — I  was  going  to  suggest 
that  15  per  cent,  would  be  a  fair  thing. 
The  honorable  member  for  Parkes  was  a 
little  too  dogmatic  in  saying  that  there  were 
no  artists  in  Australia  capable  of  turning 
out  the  high  quality  of  work  of  this  kind 
that  is  produced  in  other  parts  of  the 
world.  I  know  one  artist  in  stained  glass 
work  who  had  to  come  to  Australia  for  the 
benefit  of  his  health.  He  previously  occu- 
pied a  very  high  position  in  a  firm  that 
has  a  world-wide  reputation  for  this  work. 
That  is  only  one  instance.  1  am  sure  that 
there  are  a  good  many  other  artists  who  are 
iprepared  to  turn  out  good  wwk  if  they  are 
only  f^iven  the  opportunity.  The  Minister 
would  be  well  advised  to  adopt  15  per  cent, 
as  a  fair  compromise  in  existing  drcum- 
stances. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  <COOK  (Parramatta) 
[3-.S4J- — The  honorable  member  for  Perth, 
rather  than  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Parkes,  has  stretched  matters.  He  cites 
the  case  of  a  sick  artist  who  has  COTie  out 
here  and  who  once  was  employed  in  pro- 
ducing these  windows  at  Home.  But  does 
the  honorable  member  base  any  serious  ar- 
gument on  an  incident  of  that  kind  ?  The 
fact  ronains  that  we  have  not  the  same 
high  qualitv  of  skill— I  am  speaking  only 
of  the  highest  and  best  work— as  can  be 
found  in  the  rest  of  the  world.  I  do  not 
think  that  any  Australian,  unless  a  very 
pr^umptuous  one,  would  claim  that  we 
haw.  We  may  hope  in  the  course  of  time 
to  acquire  it. 

Mr.  Thomas. — We  have  given  protection 
to  the  engineer.  Why  should  not  the  artist 
be  protected  as  well  ? 

l^fr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Does  the  honor- 
able member  suggest  that  we  should  protect 
our  artist  because  he  is  p^d  higher  rates 
for  his  work  than  are  the  pauper  artists  of 
the  Old  Country  ?  I  am  afraid  the  paral- 
lel does  not  apply.  The  value  of  these 
works  of  art  is  the  value  of  the  skill  and 
ability  which  the  artist  puts  into  them. 
Therefore  the  cost  of  the  raw  material 
would  not  come  to  even  a  quarter  or  a  half 
per  cent.  The  value  of  works  of  art  of 
this  kind  is  what  is  known  economically  as 
the  value  -arising  from  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion. The  duty  on  the  raw  material  is  not 
worth  considerins;,  and  it  is  absurd  to  urge 
it  as  a  reason  for  imposing  a  duty  of  15 
ner  cent,  on  works  of  art  of  tihis  kind. 


Mr.  Watson. — A  stained  glass  window 
may  be  a  work  of  art,  but  it  also  contains  a 
lot  of  mechanical  work. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— And  the  me- 
chanical skill  does  not  necessarily  cost 
much,  so  far  as  the  raw  material  is  con- 
cerned. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — At  least  10  per  cent, 
of  the  raw  material  Is  cut  to  waste. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Not  at  all.  I 
am  willing  to  vofe  any  reasonable  counter- 
vailing  dutv  which  will  cover  the  dutv  on 
the  raw  material,  but  at  the  outside  5  pec 
cent,  would  be  a  very  handsome  allowance 
to  make  for  any  raw  material  Used  in  these 
very  costly  works  of  skill  and  art. 

Mr.    STORRER     (Bass)  [3.38].— I 
thought  that  when  the  honorable  member 
for  Angas  withdrew  his  amendment,  the 
discussirai  on  stained  glass  windows  would 
end,  and  that  we  should  deal  with  bevelled 
glass  and  other  articles  included  in  this 
item.    I  hope  that  the  Minister  will  not 
reduce  any  proposed  duty  with  reference  to 
glass.    We  want  protection  for  all  indus- 
tries.     We  hear  the  argument  time  after 
time  that  certain  things  are  not  being  pro- 
duced in  Australi^.    Anything  can  be  pro- 
duced in  Australia  that  is  produced  in  any 
other  part  of  the  world  if  we  onlv  hold 
out  inducements  for  those  skilled  in  par- 
ticular industries  to  come  here  and  estab- 
lish  them.    That  is  how  America  has  made 
herself  great  in  a  short  time.    Surely  we 
in  Australia  have  confidence  enough  in  our 
country  to  believe  that  the  same  thing  can 
be  done  here.    I  hope  the  Minister  will 
stand  firm  on  this  question,  and  that  there 
will  not  be  this  paring  away  of  proposed 
duties  in  order  to  satisfy  a  few  individuals 
wlio  badger  honorable  members  about  their 
own  particular  industries,  and  do  nof  look 
at  the  good  ot  the  whole  country.    That  is 
one  of  the  evils  in  connexion  with  pe(^le 
coming  here,  and  canvassing  foe  particular 
industries.     Some  people  want  protection 
foi  cordials,  and  free-trade  in  bottles  and 
corks.    If  we  in  this  Parliament  are  to  do 
justice  to  the  interests  of  the  Conunon- 
wealth,  we  must  look  to  the  good  of  the 
whole  of  Australia,  and  not  of  particular 
industries  only.    That  is  the  way  in  which 
I  regard  the  questicHi  of  the  duties  00 
glass.    As  good  church  windows  can  be 
made  in  Australia  as  any  that  we  have  here 
at  present.  Of  course,  tfiere  may  be  better 
ones  in  oQier  parts  of  the/frDdd^fadluI  have 
not  been  there  to  Wfft^VW^^  coa- 
cems  works  of  art,  it  mi^t  be  a  good  diii^ 
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for  Australia  if  such  productions  as  "  The 
Bent  Tree,"'  for  which  ovct  ^Stooo  was 
paid,  were  shut  out  altogether. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydne}-)  [3<4i]' — I  rise,  not  to  extaid,  but 
to  curtail  the  debate,  by'asking  whether  the 
Minister  is  gtnng  to  allow  this  question  to 
stand  over  in  order  that  it  may  be  dealt 
with  under  the  exemptiwis,  or  whether  he 
intends  to  propose  the  duty  of  15  per  cent, 
suggested?  If  the  question  of  stained  glass 
windows  is  to  be  postponed,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  debate  it  further  now. 

Mr.  Crouch. — I  am  going  to  debate  it 
until  we  get  a  duty  of  30  per  cent. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— This  is 
not  a  vitally  important  item,  however  we 
view  it,  but  oxisiderable  time  has  been 
spent  in  debating  it,  and  we  on  the  Oppo- 
sition side  are  expected  to  curtail  our 
speeches  on  really  important  items. 

Mr.  Saluon. — The  reason  why  it  has 
been  debated  is  the  uncertainty  which  exists. 
We  do  not  know  what  is  gcwng  to  be  done. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  want 
the  Treasurer  to  sav  whether  he  will  ad- 
here to  his  promise  given  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Angas. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  did  not  exactly 
make  a  promise.  I  did  not  say  that  it 
would  be  dcme.  I  said  that  I  was  not 
certain  whether  it  could  be  dcxie,  but  1 
gave  the  honorable  member  my  opmicm. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  The 
Minister  made  a  suggestion  to  the  hwiorable 
member  fot  Angas,  who  thereupon  with- 
drew his  amendment  and  went  away  satis- 
fied with  the  Minister's  assurance  that  the 
item  would  be  postponed  until  the  Com- 
mittee reached  the  exemptions.  If  the 
Minister  will  state  that  be  intends  to  adhere 
to  that  promise  or  suggestim,  the  d^te 
need  not  continue. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [3.43]. — I  feel  that  this  matter  is 
causing  two  debates  instead  of  one.  It 
was  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Angas  that  began  the  debate.  If 
the  article  is  to  be  made  free  it  should  be 
included  in  the  list  of  exemptions,  as  it 
was  in  the  last  TariflF.  I  do  not  feel  at  all 
disposed  to  propose  a  duty  of  15  per  cent. 
The  article  should  either  be  free  or  be  duti- 
able at  30  per  cent. 

Mr.  Watson. — What  about  the  men  who 
are  doing  the  work  here  ?  Does  the  Trea- 
sui^  propose  to  make  them  pay  the  duty 
on  die  raw  material? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  the  Com- 
mittee says  that  the  duty  is  to  be  30  per 


cent.,  well  and  good.  I  am  quite  prepared 
to  take  the  resp<Misibility  of  testing  the 
feeling  of  the  Committee.  I  was  astonished 
that  debate  should  arise  at  this  stage. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  is  the  hoooratHe  mem- 
ber's fault  that  it  did  arise. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  did  not  start 
the  debate. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  honorable  member 
gave  a  promise  to  exempt  an  article  which 
is  made  in  Australia. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Theie  is  a 
strong  feeling  throughout  the  Common- 
wealth that  works  of  art  which  cannot  be 
produced  here  should  be  admitted  duty 
free. 

Mr.  Watson. — These  works  of  art  are 
produced  here. 

Sir  John  Quick.— A  number  of  these 
windows  are  not  works  of  art. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  they  are  not 
works  of  art  they  sliould  not  be  admitted 
free.  1  will  not  support  a  proposal  to 
admit  free  anything  but  works  of  art.  I 
shall  move  n(^ing  in  regard  to  this  par- 
ticular class  of  work,  but  will  give  the  C<Mn- 
mittee  an  opportimity  to  decide  regarding  it 
in  ccxisidering  the  exemptitxis.  That  seems 
to  me  to  be  the  best  course  to  take. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [3.45].— The 
Committee  looks  for  guidance  to  the  Trea- 
surer, but  fails  to  get  it.  "  He  does  not 
know  whether  the  duty  is  to  be  15  per 
cent.,  or  the  30  per  cent,  proposed  by  him- 
self,  or  whether  the  article  is  to  be  free. 
My  desire  is  to  have  a  duty  of  30  per 
cent,  because  I  think  these  ecclesiastical 
windows  can  be  made  in  Australia,  and 
made  well.  At  Melton,  in  Victoria,  there 
is  a  little  church,  the  awtitm  of  whkh  has 
been  largely  assisted  by  the  Staughton 
family,  and  where  only  Australian 
stained  glass  is  used  in  the  windows. 
The  honorable  member  for  Laanecoorie  will 
bear  me  out  when  I  say  that  the  windows  in 
that  church  are  really  artistic,  and  a  credit 
to  the  country.  Australian  men  are  being 
trained  in  this  art,  and  thev  make  studies 
of  the  great  paintings  of  the  Old  World. 
Although  we  may  not  have  an  Alma  Ta- 
dema  or  a  Millais  amongst  us,  we  have  some 
very  thoughtful  and  gifted  students.  The 
work  of  such  men  as  Alma  Tadema  and 
Millais  never  reaches  Australia;  but  is  de- 
voted to  the  cathedrals  of  the  Old  Country 
which  are  supported  largely  bv  a  wealthv 
leisured  class.  There  is  not  the  slightesr 
doubt,  however,  that  Australian  art  in 
ecclesiastical  windows  can  hold  its  place, 
and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  artists  are 
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beginning  to  study  Australian  flora  and 
fauna  as  a  means  of  decoration.  We  have 
all  heard  of  Corot's  "  Bent  Tree  "  j  but  that 
is  a  French  tree.  What  would  Corot  have 
done  with  an  Australian  gumtree?  The 
great  majority  of  our  people  are  not  so 
fortunate  as  the  honorable  member  for 
North  Sydney,  who  may  take  a  trip  to  the 
Old  Country  occasionally — they  have  to 
study  their  art  in  the  Australian  fields  and 
the  bush.  What  is  the  good  of  a  picture  of 
a  bent  tree  from  France?  It  is  our  duty 
to  encourage  our  own  artists  to  paint  works 
from  Australian  nature,  so  that  pet^le  can 
compare  the  artist's  genius  with  their 
knowledge  of  the  living  tree.  As  to 
ecclesiastical  windows,  we  are  producing 
no  saints  in  Australia,  although  I  am  re- 
minded we  have  amongst  us  a  "'Holy  Joe," 
and  though  not  our  own  St.  George  and  the 
Dragon,  we  have  Johnson  and  the  Alli- 
gator. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Johnson)  put — 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  4th  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  val,  (General  Tariff),  35  per 
cent.,"  be  added. 

The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes     ...         ■■■         ...  32 
 37 


Pahs. 

Kelly,  W.  H.  Kmgston.'C.  C. 

Keid,  G.  H.  Hall,  D.  R. 

Mahon,   H.  Hutchison,  J. 

Brown,  Tilley  Chanter,  J.  M. 

Fysh,  Sir  Philip     ,        Harper,  R. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  (by  Sir.  Johnson)  put — 

That  the  words  "  aod  on  and  after  4th  Decem- 
ber, 1907,  ad  val.  (United  Kingdom),  per 
cent.,"  be  added. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Noes 


Majority 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Brown,  Thoma'S 
Cook,  Joseph 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Kowier,  J.  M. 
Glvnn,  P.  McM. 
Hedges.  W.  N. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
I,iving&ton,  J. 


U.imfoid,  F.  W. 
Carr,  £.  S. 
Catts,  J.  II. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin.  A. 
Edwards,  R 
Kwing,  T.  T. 
Kairbnim,  G> 
Fishei,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  K. 
Htifhes,  \V.  M. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 


15 


Ans. 


McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Po^nton,  A. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
\\"illif,  Hcnrv 
Wilson,  J.  G'. 
Wynne,  A. 

.  Tellers: 
FuIleV,  G.  W. 
Liddell.  F. 


Noes. 


Manger,  S, 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
O'Malley,  King 
P*»Ee,  J. 
Palmer.  A.  C. 
Quick,  Sir  Tohn 
S.ilmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson.  S. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor.  F.  G. 
Wat  kins,  D. 
Watson.  J.  C. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Teller  t: 
Cook,  Hume 
Webster,  W. 


Ayes 
Noes 

Majority 

Archer,  E.  W, 
Atkinson,  L. 
Bt'wden,  E.  K. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Edwards,  R. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Hugnes,  W.  M. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Ir^■ine,  W.  H. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Knox,  W. 


Bamford,  F.  W. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Crou^,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  T. 
Mauger,  Si. 


30 
39 


AVCS. 

Liddell,  F. 
Livingston,  J. 
McWniiams,  W.  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A. 
Sampson,  S. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Wynne,  A. 

Tell  en: 
Cook,  Joseph 
Wilson.  J.  G. 

NOBS. 

McDougall,  J.  K. 
O'Malley,  King 
Pige,  J- 

'  Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellert: 
Cook,  Hume 
Tudor,  F.  0. 


Pads. 

Kingston,  C.  C 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Chanter,  ].  M. 
Harper,  R. 


Kelly,  W.  H. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
MnhoD,  H. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  afifirmative. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

ifr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [4.03.— 
I  move — 

That  the  words  : — "  and  on  and  after  4tli  De- 
cember, 1907 — 

(a)  Stained  ^lasi  windows  for  churches  or 
public  institutions  under  departmental 


by>laws,  a 


Tariff 


[3  December,  1907.]  (/iem  250). 


6921 


1  submk  this  proposal  because  I  fear  that 
if  the  Treasurer,  at  a  later  stage,  mores 
to  exempt  stained  glass  windows,  they  may 
be  placed  upon  the  free  list  itom.  which 
both  sections  of  the  Tarifif  Comniission 
have  reconmended  their  removal. 

Mr.    W.    H.    Irvine.— I  thought  the 
honorable  member  held  ithat  15  P*' 
was  a  revenue  duty? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  am  merely  «»dea- 
vouring  to  make  the  best  of  a  very  bad  job, 
l)ecause  the  alternative  seems  to  be  that 
these  articles  will  be  free.  In  that  case 
our  local  artists,  who  are  engaged  m  this 
class  of  work,  will  be  called  upon  *o  pay 
dutv  upon  their  raw  materials,  and  to  com- 
pete with  windows  which  are  imported 
free. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [4-5]— The  Trea- 
surer will  understand  that  if  the  amend- 
ment be  carried  the  promise  which  he  made 
to  me  yesterday  will  remjun  unaffected  by 
it. 

Mr.  Watson.— Oh,  no. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— I  am  sure  that  the  Trea- 
surer is  not  the  class  of  man  who  will  go 
back  upon  a  promise  which  he  has  made. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[4.6].— I  should  like  to  hear  the  Trea- 
surer's view  of  the  proposal  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  South  Sydney.  Does  he 
mean  to  accept  it,  and,  if  so,  what  arp  his 
intentions  in  regard  to  the  promise  which 
he  made  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Angas? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [4.7]. — I  have  already  stated  my  in- 
tentions in  this  COTinexion.  I  ask  the  hon- 
orable member  for  South  Sydney  to  with- 
draw his  amendment,  and  I  will  give  him 
an  opportunity  of  testing  the  feeling  of 
the  Committee  up<m  this  question  at  & 
later  stage.  Personally,  I  am  in  favour 
of  these  windows  being  admitted  free»  and 
I  feel  that  I  am  bound  by  ray  promise. 
I  think  that  it  is  very  unfair  for  the  honor- 
able member  to  place  me  in  the  position 
which  I  now  occupy.  I  was  asked  to 
move  this  amendment,  and  I  declined  to 
do  so.  I  do  not  think  Chat  this  is  the 
proper  place  to  insert  it.  If  the  Com- 
mittee decide  that  stained  windows  shall 
be  free,  well  and  good;  but  if  thev 
dedde  otherwise  we  oug^t  to  retain  the 
duty  at  30  per  cent.  T  am  quite  pre- 
pared to  do  either,  but  I  am  not  willing 
to  go  half-way. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Why  should  not  an  ar- 
tist as  well  as  an  engineer  be  protected  ? 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  thought  that 
the  honorable  member  was  a  free-trader. 
Under  the  old  Tariff,  stained  glass  win- 
dows for  churches  or  public  institutions 
wiere  admitted  free,  under  departmental 
by-law.  If  the  hcmorable  member  iat 
South  Sydney  persisr.s  in  his  amendment, 
of  coiu-se  a  vote  must  be  taken  upon  it, 
but  I  would  regard  it  as  a  great  favour  if 
he  would  withdraw  his  proposal,  and  allow 
the  matter  to  remain  in  abeyance  till  we 
come  to  deal  with  the  question  of  exemp- 
ti(MJs.  Then,  if  it  is  necessary  to  go  back 
to  this  item  and  to  take  a  vote  upon  the 
question  of  the  imposition  of  a  lower  duty, 
I  will  give  him  the  opportunitv  to  do  sa 

Mr.  Watson. — Under  the  circumstances, 
I  ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [4-9]-— I 
did  intend  to  object  to  the  withdrawal 
of  the  amendment.  After  the  long  de- 
bate which  has  taken  place,  it  seems  most 
undesirable  to  revive  the  matter  when  we 
come  to  deal  with  the  question  of  exemp- 
tions. The  fact  that  both  sections  of  the 
Tariff  ComraissiMi  have  reoMnniended  the 
removal  of  stained  glass  windows  from  the 
free  list  is  a  strong  reason  why  they  should 
be  eliminated  from  that  category. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  2$o.    Glass,  viz.  : — 

(a)  Polished  and  Patent  Flate,  D.e.i.,  per 
100  superficial  feet  (General  Tariff), 
IIS.;  {tJniled  Kingdom),  los. 

(B)  Sheet,  per  loo  superficial  feet  (General 

Tariff),  as.  3d. ;  (United  Kingdom),  2s. 

(C)  Polished  and  Patent  Plate,  each  plate 

not  exceeding  t  superficial  feet,  ner 
100  superficial  feet  .(General  Tariff)> 
qs.  6d. ;  (United  Kingdom),  5s. 

(D)  Polished  and  Patent  Plate,  each  plate 

exceeding  7  superficial  feet  and  not 
exceeding  12  superficial  feet,  oer  100 
superficial  feet  (General  Tariff),  8s. 
3d. ;  (United  Kingdom),  7s.  6d. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Tudok)  proposed — 

That  paragraphs  C  and  d  be  left  out,  with 
a  view  to  insert  in  Hen  thereof  the  following 
paragraph  : — "  c.  Polished  and  Patent  Plate  not 
exceeding  35  superficial  feet,  free." 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [4. 11]. — I  do  not  suggest  that 
there  is  no  fcmndation  for  the  complaints 
made  by  the  worlrars  in  this  trade.  I 
admit  that  they  appear  to  be  unduly  penal- 
ized in  regard  to  their  raw  material.  We 
must  recollect  that  thev  chiefly  use  the 
smaller  sizes  of  glass,  the  freight  upcm 
which  is  as  high  as  if  not  higher  than 
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the  freight  charged  upon  the  larger  sizes. 
They  have  also  to  cut  away  potions  of  the 
glass,  and  to  sell  those  pOTtkms  at  a 
ridiculously  small  price.     There  is  some 

reason  therefore  why  their  raw  material 
should  be  admitted  free.  But  the  pro- 
posal of  the  honorable  member  for  Yarra 
appears  to  go  beyond  what  is  asked  by 
the  Victorian  bevellers  and  glass-workers. 
They  say  that  they  desire  polished  and 
patent  plate  up  to  12  superficial  feet  to 
be  admitted  free.  They  further  request 
that  a  duty  shall  be  levied  upon  all  glass 
in  furniture.  Whilst  I  am  prepared  to  ex- 
empt their  raw  material  frc»n  duty  up  to 
a  reascMiable  size,  I  think  that  their  other 
request  is  not  a  desirable  one  to  grant.  If 
the  Customs  authorities  have  to  open  up 
all  furniture  imported,  and  to  measure  the 
area  of  glass  which  it  contains,  the  task  will 
be  a  constant  source  of  trouble  alike  to  the 
c^cials  and  importers.  Moreover,  it  will 
frequently  cause  injury  to  the  articles  im- 
ported. 

Mr.  Bamford. — If  the  duties  on  furni- 
ture are  retained,  there  will  not  be  much  of 
it  imported. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  believe 
that  the  more  expwisive  descriptions  of  fur- 
niture will  continue  to  be  imported  al- 
though the  voltmie  will  be  reduced  consi- 
dersfly  if  the  high  duties  are  carried.  So 
far  the  request  of  the  glass-cutters  seems 
to  be  reasonable,  but  to  accede  to  the  whole 
of  thein  request  is,  I  think,  quite  out  of  the 
questicHi. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — The  request  I  have 
seen  is  to  admit  free  glass  up  to  25  super- 
ficial feet. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am  not 
absolutely  sure  th^  this  communication 
commits  the  glass-cutters  to  the  exmption 

of  glass  beyond  12  superficial  feet.  What 
they  spoke  of  was  the  «nission  of  the  items 
under  12  superficial  feet,  and  I  concluded 
that  it  was  their  raw  material  up  to  that 
measurement  which  they  wanted  made  free. 
If  the  honorable  member  for  Varra  can  say 
that  it  is  up  to  25  superficial  feet  that  they 
want  their  raw  material  made  free,  I  shall 
accept  his  statement 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [4.17].— I"  *!« 
typewritten  document  which  has  been  dis- 
tributed amongst  honorable  members,  the 
glass-cutters  distinctly  request  that  the 
dutv  on  glass  up  to  25  superficial  feet  be 
removed.  1  have  also  a  letter  from  the 
secretary  to  the  union,  in  which  he  in- 
forms me  that  the  members  of  the  uni<Hi 


reixesenting  the  workers  in  the  trade  ask. 
for  {H-actically  the  same  thing  as  I  have 

proposed.    He  says — 

What  we  desire  is  that  our  raw  material 
should  be  admitted  free. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  am  willing, 
to  accept  the  amendment 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [4-18]-— 
I  see  no  c^jecticm  to  the  amendment.  I  am 
very  glad  that  it  has  been  moved,  because 
it  will  be  a  concession  to  the  bevellers  and 

silverers,  and  will  not  involve  any  very 
serious  loss  of  revenue.  I  do  not  believe 
that  at  the  outside  it  will  mean  a  loss  of 
more  than  000. 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  251  (Glass,  n.e.i.,  &c.)  agreed  to. 

Item  252.  Glassware,  iacluding  packiog ; 
measuriDg  outside  the  package  as  imported, 
viz.  : — 

Globes  for  Lights,  Chimneys  for  Lights,  Fish 
Globes,  Confectionery  Glasses,  Cake  Glasses, 
Bird-seed  Boxes  and  Cups,  Fly  Traps,  Tele- 
graph Glassware — When  cut,  emboised,  en- 
graved, etched,  frosted,  ground,  or  sand-blasted, 
per  cubic  foot  (General  Tariff),  at,  6d.  ;  when 
not  cut,  embossed,  engraTed,  etched,  frosted, 
ground,  or  sand-blasted,  per  cubic  foot  (General 
Tariff),  IS.  6d. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVXE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [4.I9]-— I  propose  to  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  negative  this  item,  so  that  the 
articles  which  it  embraces  may  fall  under 
item  253,  and  be  subject  to  a  very  much 
lower  duty.  I  gm  informed  that  the  fixed 
duty  proposed  in  this  item  averages  from 
100  to  125  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Mr.  Glynn. — I  have  estimates  showing 
that  in  some  cases  the  duty  runs  up  to  325 
per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.— According  to- 
the  estimates  with  which  I  have  been 
supplied,  the  fixed  duty  does  not  run  so- 
high  as  the  honorable  member  has  stated, 
but  I  recognise  that  it  is  very  high.  When 
the  articles  are  placed  under  the  next  item 
they  will  be  subject  to  duties  of  35  and 
25  per  cent  respectively.  The  A  section 
ot  the  Tariff  Commission  recommended  a 
duty  of  25  per  cent,  and  the  B  section  a 
duty  of  15  per  cent,  while  under  the- 
old  Tariif  the  duty  was  20  per  cent. 

Item  negati\^. 

Amendment  (b\    Sir  William  LyneV 

agreed  to — 

Th^t  the  followinj;  new  item  be  inserted  : — 
Item  252.    Crhss  Cells  for  Primary  aad  Secon- 
dary Electric  Bntterics.  ad  val.  {OenerdCr-iriff), 
5  per  cent.;  {United  Kingdom),  free^' 
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hem  253.  Glassware,  n.e.i.,  including  Smell- 
iag  and  Perfume  Bottlet,  Glass  Stoppers  and 
Fruit-jar  Caps  of  any  material;  also  Glass 
IMtle  Marbles,  ad  Tal.  (Genejal  Tariff),  35  per 
cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  25  per  cent. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  words  "of  any  material"  be  left 
out. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [4.23]  — 1  ap- 
peal to  the- Committee  to  reduce  the  duty 
in  the  general  Tariff  to  25  per  cent.,  and 
the  duty  in  the  preferential  Tan£f  to  20 
per  cent.  In  the  first  instance,  I  move- 
That  after  the  words  "35  P«  **** 
words  "  and  («  and  after  4th  December.  1907, 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  25  per  cent.,"  be  in- 
serted. 

Questioa  put.  The  Cwnmittee  divided. 

Ayes   30 

Noes   38 

Majority     ...         —  « 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkiason,  L. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  R. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fowler,  ].  M. 
Fraier,  C.  E. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Hughes   W.  M. 
Irvme,  Hans 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 


Bamford.  F.  W. 
Batcbelor,  E.  L. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Catts.  J.  H. 
Chapmnn,  Austin 
Coon,  J, 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin.  A. 
Fisher,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
l.yne.  Sir  William 
M'aloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  T. 
Mauger,  S. 


Kelly,  W.  H. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
MahoB,  H. 
Liddell,  F. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Smith,  Brace 


Arcs 

Livingston,  J. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Page,  J. 
Poynton,  A. 
Storrcr,  D, 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Thomson,  John 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson,  }.  G. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers: 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 

N018. 

O'Mallcy,  King 
I'almer,  A.  C. 
Quick,  Sir  Joim 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Wntkins,  D. 
Watson,  1.  C. 
Webster.  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

TelUrs  ■ 
Cook,  Hume. 
McDnugall,  J.  K. 

PAItS. 

Kingston,  C.  C. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Harper,  R. 


Question  so  reicdved  in  Ae  affirmative. 
Amendmnt  agreed  to. 


Amendment  (by  Mr.   Poynton)  pro- 
posed— 

That  after  the  words  "  35  per  cent."  the 
words  "  and  on  and  after  4th  December,  (907, 
ad  vat.  (United  Kingdom),  ao  per  cent.,"  be 
added. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [4-3o]  — 
If  this  amendment  be  carried  there  will 
be  practically  no  increased  protection  for 
glassware. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Hear,  hear.  The 
Committee  has  given  an  extraordinary  vote. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  efforts  made 
by  the  A  section  of  the  Tariff  Coinmission 
to  secure  assistance  for  this  industry 
will  have  been  made  in  vain. 
Sir  William  Lyne. — Hear,  hear. 
Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— First  the  Min- 
ister abandoned  the  scheme  of  the  Tariff 
in  regard  to  flint  glass.  That  was  ihe 
beginning  of  the  downfall  Immediately 
the  Minister  made  that  concession,  the 
whole  recommendations  of  the  A  section 
of  the  CcHnmission  tumbled  down.  Now, 
I  am  not  going  to  allow  these  duties  to 
be  reduced  in  this  manner  without  making 
an  effort  to  assfst  the  industry. 

Mr.  Page. — The  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee are  against  the  hcmorable  member. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Because  a  large 
number  of  honorable  members  returned  as 
protectionists  are  voting  as  free-traders. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— Hear,  hear;  they 
got  in  under  false  pretences. 

Mr.  Page. — Does  not  the  honorable 
member  for  Bendigo  know  that  a  large 
number  returned  as  free-traders  have 
pulled  the  Government  out  of  messes? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— New  South  Wales 
industries  will  suffer  by  this  reduction  even 
more  than  those  in  Victoria.  The  chief 
appeal  under  this  heading  was  not  made 
to  the  Commission  by  Victorian,  but  by 
New  South  Wales,  manufacturers. 

Mr.  Groom. — The  appeal  came  fnsm 
Queensland,  too. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK— Mr.  R.  J.  Con- 
noilv,  a  Sydney  manufacturer,  made  a 
special  appeal  for  increased  duties  on 
flint  glassware,  such  as  lamp  chimneys, 
confectioners*  show  cases,  and  railway 
glassware  as  used  in  carriage  lamps  and 
telegraph  glassware  as  used  for  electrical 
cells.  He  claimed  just  those  concessions 
which  the  Minister  abandoned  imder  this 
heading.  Now,  however,  the  ad  valorem 
duty  has  also  been  reduced  from  35  to 
25  per  cent.  Not  cwitent  with  that,  the 
free-trade  party,  assisted  by  a  few  so-called 
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protectionists,  are  endeavouring  to  reduce 
the  duty  to  a  still  lower  standard  on  goods 
imported  fr<xn  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Atkinson, — Twenty-five  per  cent, 
is  the  recwnmendation  of  the  honorable 
member's  section  of  the  Commission. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— But  what  is  pro- 
posed now  is  a  duty  of  20  per  cent.  The 
whole  scheme,  in  fact,  has  been  smashed 
up.  I  strongly  object  to  any  further  re- 
duction, even  in  favour  of  British  goods. 
I  should  have  been  prepared  to  agree  to 
a  concession, 'provided  flint  glassware  had 
been  maintained  upon  the  higher  standard, 
with  fixed  measurement  duties.  But  as  all 
the  duties  are  absorbed  under  this  head- 
ing now,  I  think  it  would  be  a  great  mis- 
take to  make  a  further  reduction. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[4-35]- — I  do  not  know  what  this  splenetic 
outburst  from  the  honorable  member  for 
Bendigo  means.  We  have  been  voting  for 
tlu'  honorable  member's  recommendation. 
Whv  is  he  bolting  away  from  his  own  re- 
comendation  in  this  fashion?  Why  must 
the  protectionists  be  designated  "  so-called 
protectionists  " — a  most  insulting  term  to 
apply  to  any  man,  I  think. 

Mr.  Storreb. — It  does  not  apply  to  the 
honorable  member,  anyhow. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— But  it  does  ap- 
ply to  the  honorable  member  who  made  use 
of  the  phrase  just  now,  as  much  as  to  any 
member  of  this  Ccxnmittee,  because  he  has 
departed  frequently  fnxn  his  own  recOTi- 
mendations,  and  has  repeatedly  ignc»ed 
them. 

Sir  John  QmcK. — No. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  say  yes,  and 
the  hmorable  member  will  find  out  that 
what  I  say  is  true  if  he  loc&s  through  the 
record  of  his  own  votes.  The  hmorable 
member  overlo^s  the  fact  that  four-fifths 
of  these  goods  come  from  foreign  coun- 
tries. 

Sir  John  Quick. — My  section  of  the 
CcMnmission  recomended  a  dutv  of  2$  per 
cent.,  and  the  honorable  member's  party 
now  prc^xjse  to  reduce  it  to  20  per  cent 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— But  it  has  been 
pointed  out  that  four-fifths  of  the  importa- 
tions would  come  in  under  the  25  per  cent, 
vote,  and  that  only  a  very  small  propor- 
tion would  cc«ne  in  under  the  20  per  cent, 
duty — which,  by  the  wav,  is  not  carried 
yet. 

Sir  John  Quick. — This  item  covers  all 
flint  glassware  now. 


Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  should  hope 
so.  Again  the  reply  is  that  the  bulk  of 
tfiese  goods  come  from  foreign  countries — 
I  mean  the  cheaper  sorts. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  honorable  member 
says  that  the  A  section  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission recommended  25  per  cent.  They 
did  not.  They  recommended  a  measure- 
ment duty,  as  the  hononble  member  will 
see  if  he  turns  to  their  report. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Then  the  hmorable  mem- 
ber for  Bendigo  is  to  blame  for  allowing 
the  item  to  be  altered. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— I  see  on  turn- 
ing to  die  report,  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Laanecoorie  is  quite  rieht.  I  want 
to  add  that  any  man  or  set  of  men  who 
would  deliberately  propose  duties  on  glass- 
ware amounting  to  over  200  per  cent,  must 
have  been  beside  themselves.  Surfi  re- 
commendations are  only  worthy  to  be 
scouted,  not  to  be  followed. 

Mr,  FOWLER  (Perth)  [4.40].— The 
honorable  member  for  Bendigo  has  referred 
to  the  elaborate  report  of  the  A  section  of 
the  Tariff  Commission  cm  glassware.  The 
B  section  on  account  of  lack  of  time  did 
not  furnish  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  re- 
port. Nevertheless,  our  recommendations 
are  based  on  a  fair  analysis  of  the  evidence. 
I  make  bold  to  say  that  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  A  section  are  not  based  on  the 
evidence  as  a  whole.  Emphasis  has  been 
laid  on  a  certain  portion  of  it,  and  other 
phases  of  the  evidence,  equally  impcvtant 
in  my  opinion,  have  been  altogether  ig- 
nored. There  is  no  doubt  about  the  hi^ 
duties  proposed  by  the  A  section  in  this 
respect.  Added  to  the  high  cost  of  im- 
porting these  goods  into  Australia,  those 
duties  would,  in  mv  opinion,  exceed  even 
the  necessities  of  pn^bition.  I  hold  in 
my  hand  documents  wluch  show  that  in  the 
case  of  typical  instances  in  glassware  the 
cost  of  importaticwi  is  as  high  as  165  per 
cent.  With  the  duties  as  proposed  the 
total  would  be  355  ner  cait.  Surelv  that 
is  protection  absolutely  run  mad.  If  the 
honorable  member  for  Bendigo  is  not  a 
prohibitionist,  I  take  it  that  he  must 
come  down  very  considerably  from 
those  high  duties  in  order  to  reach 
that  level  of  moderation  which  he 
claims  he  always  had  before  him  in  fram- 
ing his  recommendations.  I  have  before 
me  the  cost  book  of  an  importing  firm,  t 
have  been  sufficiently  in  touch  with  e^i 
dence  cm  fiscal  matters  to  be^  verv 
incredulous  unless  I  have  absolute  proof. 
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and  when  statements  with  regard  to  the 
cost  of  importing  glassware  were  put  be- 
fore me,  I  wanted  proof.  The  firm  in 
question  has  supplied  me  with  its  cost  book. 
I  have  taken  the  trouble  to  verify  the  facts 
contained  in  the  papers  that  have  been 
supplied  to  honorable  members  by  entries 
in  the  cost  book.  I  find  that  the  facts  are 
identical  in  every  respect.  There  can  be 
no  question  that  a  gross  and  unnecessary 
duty  is  being  a<!3ed  to  the  high  charges  of 
importation,  which  will  make  the  carrying 
on  of  this  industry  only  possible  at  enor- 
mous disadvantage.  If  there  is  any 
vitality  in  the  Australian  glassware  indus- 
try at  all,  it  ought  to  be  able  to  carry  on 
without  any  duty,  the  cost  of  importation 
being  so  high.  There  is  another  cost  which 
has  not  b^n  included  in  these  amounts. 
I  allude  to  breakages,  which,  Z  believe,  run 
up  to  about  10  per  cent.  That  percentage 
has  to  be  added  on  to  the  355  per  cent, 
to  find  the  total  charges  under  the  existing 
scheme  of  the  Government.  I  am  satisfied 
that  these  duties  are  so  unnecessarily  high 
that  reasonable  protectionists  cannot  in- 
dorse them.  I  feel  sure  that  they  can  be 
reduced  with  considerable  advantage  to 
the  OMnmunity  as  a  whole,  and  without 
any  disadvantage  to  the  glassware  industry 
in  Australia  if  it  is  being  conducted  on 
anything  like  a  ctxnmercial  basis. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [4.45]— The 
trouble  that  has  occurred  over  this  matter 
has  arisen  from  the  transfer  of  the  articles 
formerly  under  item  252 — which  provided 
for  a  measurement  duty  —  to  item  253, 
which  pro\ides  for  an  ad  valorem  dutv. 
The  honorable  member  for  Bendigo  did 
not  object  to  the  transfer,  though  he  was 
in  the  Chamber  at  the  time. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  thought  that  the  Ccanmittee  would 
be  reasonable,  and  not  reduce  the  duty. 
That  was  my  opinion  also,  or  I  should 
have  objected  to  the  transfer. 

Mr.  WILKS.— As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
honorable  member  for  Bendigo  did  not 
Inject.  No<w,  he  tells  us  that  he  himself 
wcxild  have  objectetfto  the  transfer  except 
that  be  thought  that  the  proposed  duty  of 
35  per  cent,  was  going  to  be  carried.  The 
Treasurer's  real  reason  for  the  transfer  of 
the  articles  from  one  item  to  another  was 
that  he  was  absolutely  ashamed  of  the  item 
as  it  stood.  The  measurement  duty  was 
at  an  exorbitant  rate.  Neither  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bendigo  nor  the  Trea- 
surer could  have  defended  it.  The  heaviest 


impost  was  placed  upon  the  cheapest  class 

of  articles. 

Mr.  Salmon. — As  item  252  has  been 
negatived,  surely  the  honorable  member  is 
not  in  order  in  discussing  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN. —  The  honorable 
member  must  not  discuss  it ;  but  he  may 
make  an  incidental  reference  to  it. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  honorable  member 
for  Bendigo  informed  the  Committee  that 
the  biggest  glassworks  in  the  Common- 
wealth are  those  at  Leichhardt,  which  is 
in  my  electorate ;  but  I  regard  the  local 
manufacturers  of  glassware  as  so  heavily 
protected  by  their  natural  advantages  that 
I  intend  to  vote  for  the  lowest  rate  of  duty. 
As  the  honorable  member  for  Perth  has 
shown,  the  charges  amnected  with  the  im- 
portation of  glassware  are  peculiarly 
heavy,  giving  the  local .  manufacturers  a 
protection  of  165  per  cent. 

Mr.  Fowler. — That  estimate  is  correct. 
I  obtained  it  from  official  documents. 

Mr.  WILKS. — Assuming  the  natural 
protection  to  be  only  80  per  cent,  or  half 
of  what  it  really  is,  the  additional  25  per 
cent,  which  the  Committee  has  allowed 
gives  the  local  manufacturer  a  very  fair 
protection.  I  intend  to  vote  for  a  duty  of 
20  per  cent,  against  British  importations, 
because  I  do  not  think  that  the  Treasurer 
should  go  back  on  his  avowed  policy  of 
preference  to  Great  Britain.  So  far  as  the 
honorable  member  for  Bendigo  is  con- 
cerned, as  he  did  not  object  to  the  removal 
of  the  measurement  duties,  he  has  only  got 
himself  to  blame  for  the  position  in  which 
he  finds  himself.  The  Committee  has 
voted  the  25  per  cent,  ad  valerem  duty  re- 
commended by  the  protectionist  sectim  of 
the  Tariff  Commission. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  blame  protec- 
tionists for  having  thrown  over  this  in- 
dustry. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  am  answerable  only 
for  myself,  and  while  I  desire,  that  the 
glass-making  industry  shall  flourish  here, 
I  think  that,  in  addituxi  to  the  natural  pro- 
tectiffli,  a  rate  of  25  per  cent,  on  foragn 
importations  and  20  per  cent,  on  British 
importations  will  be  sufficient. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lvne.— The  past  has 
shown  that  those  rates  will  not  be  suffi- 
cient 

Mr,  WILKS. — If  heavier  rates  were  im- 
posed, what  would  be  the  position  of  the 
users  of  glassware?  That  is  a  subject 
which  concerns  me  as  a  free-trader.1  The 
Treasurer  considers  that  he  ha^C^lCsold 
by  his  protecti<Miist  friends. 
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Sir  William  Lyne.— I  have. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Apart  from  his  fiscal 
views,  I  have  more  than  ordinarily  kindly 
feelings  for  the  Treasurer,  and  if  he  thinks 
that  he  has  been  sold  by  his  friends,  the 
proper  thing  for  him  to  do  is  not  to  utter 
complaints,  but  to  make  a  crisis. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [4.50].— I  wish 
to  point  out  to  the  Conunittee  that,  while 
we  have  negatived  item  252,  the  glasswaxe 
therein  specified  is  now  dutiable  as  "  glass* 
ware,  n.e-i.,"  under  item  253.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Bendigo  has  spoken 
about  the  need  for  high  protection,  but,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  natural  protecticm  to 
the  local  makers  is  very  heavy.  The  cost 
of  importing  ruby  and  coloured  lamp 
globes,  which  are  not  made  here,  comes  to 
107  per  cent.  The  cost  of  importing  lamp 
chimneys  is  165  per  cent.  The  cost  of 
importing  the  clear  crimped-top  lamp  chim- 
ney is  204  per  cent.,  and  the  cost  of  im- 
porting frosted  crimped-t(^  lamp  chim- 
neys 170  per  cent.  These  are  the  chuges 
in  addition  to  the  duty. 

Mr.  FowLEK. — And'  the  loss  by  break- 
ages is  not  taken  into  account. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— No.  As  I  pointed 
out  earlier  in  the  debate,  it  is  shown  by 
invoices  that  the  average  loss  on  glassware 
landed  at  Port  Adelaide  is  about  10  per 
cent.  In  addition  to  a  natural  protection, 
which  ranges  from  107  per  cent  to  204  per 
cent.,  the  Committee  has  imposed  a  duty  of 
25  per  cent,  on  foreign  imputations,  and 
it  is  now  proposed  to  make  the  duty  on 
British  imptHrtations  20  per  c&cit.  llie  btxi- 
orable  member  for  Bendigo  must  think  that 
he  is  talking  to  children  when  he  says 
that  this  protection  is  not  sufficient.  How 
much  does  he  want?  The  measurement 
duties  which  were  knocked  out  were  equi- 
valent to  over  500  per  c«it.  The  local 
manufacturers  of  glassware  are  being 
treated  very  liberally. 

Mr.  COON  (Batman)  [4.55].— Honor- 
able members  have  a  lot  to  say  about  the 
natural  protection  enjoyed  by  the  local 
manufacturers  of  glassware,  but  it  does  not 
pre^-ent  imported  tumblers  from  being  re- 
tailed in  Vio^oria  at  i|d.  each,  or  is.  4d. 
a  dozen.  These  goods  are  being  dumped 
here,  notwithstanding  the  .<;upp08ed  pro- 
tection of  165  per  cent.  Their  original 
cost  cannot  be  more  than  5d.  or  6d.  a 
dozen.  They  are  made  by  work-people 
who  are  employed  for  twelve  hours  a  dav 
during;  all  the  seven  days  of  the  week.  I 
bought  for  ijd.  the  tumbler  which  I  hold 
in  mv  hand. 


Mr.  Johnson. — Did  -the  honorable  mem- 
ber wish  to  pay  66.  for  it  ? 

Mr.  COON. — I  mention  the  fact  to  show 
that  the  protection  about  which  honorable 
members  have  said  so  much  does  not  pre- 
vent dumping.  How  can  our  work-people, 
who  are  employed  onlv  eight  hours  a  day, 
for  a  week  of  forty-eight  hours,  compete 
with  work-people  who  are  employed  foe  a 
week  of  eighty-four  hours,  and  many  of 
whom  are  women  and  girls?  There  are 
no  women  or  girls  employed  in  the  glass- 
making  industry  in  Australia,  where  all  the 
operatives  are  paid  Wages  Board  rates,  and 
work  under  proper  conditions. 

Mr.  Johnson.— How  much  did  the  other 
tumbler,  which  the  honorable  membo-  has. 
cost? 

Mr.  COON.— Threepence. 

Mr.  Johnson.— The  other  is  very  mudh 
the  better  article. 

Mr.  COON.— Of  course,  the  honorable 
member  prefers  the  imported  article.  The 
coat  of  sending  a  ton  of  glassware  from 
Germany  to  New  South  Wales  is  onlv  5s. 
a  ton  of  36  cubic  feet  measurement.  ' 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine.— Can  the  honorable 
member  produce  a  bill  of  lading  to  pnwe 
that  statement? 

Mr.  COON.— I  can  support  it  with 
sworn  evidence.  The  talk  about  the  so- 
called  natural  protection  is  all  humbug, 
and  X  hope  that  the  Minister  will  not  allow 
the  duty  to  be  further  reduced. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[4.58I.— No  doubt  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sioners took  into  ccmsideration  the  enor- 
mous charges  incidental  to  the  importation 
of  glassware,  and,  bavinr  done  so,  one 
section  recommended  a  duty  of  15  percwit., 
and  the  other  duties  ranging  from  20  per 
cent,  to  300  per  cent.  The  complaint  of 
the  h<HK>rabIe  monber  for  Bendigo  a»nes 
rather  late,  and,  as  we  have  d^t  with 
Item  252,  we  might  very  well  agree  to  the 
proposed  rate  of  20  per  cent,  on  British 
importations,  so  that  we  can  make  progress. 

Question — That  after  the  words  '*  25  per 
cent."  the  words  "and  on  and  after  4th 
December,  1907,  ad  val.,  (United  King- 
dom), 20  per  cent"  be  added  (Mr.  Pow- 
ton's  amendment)— put.  The  Committee 
divided. 

Ayes     ...         ...         ...  38 

Noes     ...  ...  ^      ...  I  36 

[]  gitized  by  VjOOQIC— 

Majority      ...         ...  3 


Tariff 


[3  Deceub£x»  1907.} 


{Item  255). 


6927 


Ates. 


Archer.  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Brown,  Thomu 
Cook,  Josepli 
Edwards.  R. 
Kairbaira,  G> 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Frascr,  C  E. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
<;iyim,  P.  McM. 
Hedges,  W  N. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Johnson,  W.  £• 

BatcEelor,  E.  L. 
Carr.  E.  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Kwing,  T.  T. 
Fisher.  A. 
OTOom,  L.  G 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  ?. 
Manger,  S, 


KellT,  W.  H. 
Smith,  Brace 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Mahon,  H. 
Brown,  Til  ley 
Fyih,  Sir  Philip 
Hoghes,  W.  M. 


Thomas,  I. 
I,  Col 


Foxton,  Otltmel 


Knox,  W. 
Liddell,  F. 
Livingston,  J. 
McWTlliams,  W.  J. 

Page.  J- 
Palmer,  A.  C 
Poynton,  A. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson,  J. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers: 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Wilka,  W.  H. 


Noes. 

O'Malley,  King 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Watkins,  D. 
WiLtson.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Cook.  Hume 
McDougall,  J.  K. 

Fins. 

Kingston,  C.  C. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Harper,  R. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Spence.  W.  G. 


Questi(xi  so  resolved  in  the  affinnative. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  254  (Glass;  lenses,  &c)  agreed  to. 

Item  a55.  Glass,  »i*.  .—Gm  analysis  aspara^ 
tu».  arsenic  testing  apparatus  and  tuhes.  evapo- 
rating basins,  free. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  (Oxley)  [5.7].— This 
ilwn  relates  to  scientific  glassware,  on 
which  a  moderate  prot'ection  is  sought  by 
firms  in  Brisbane  who  are  engaged  in  the 
industry.  We  have  already  established  in 
that  city  two  factories. 

*fr.  Chanteb.— What  does  the  Minister 
say  to  this? 

Sir  William  Lyne.— Having  regard  to 
tbe  vote  to  destroy  the  glass  industry  jtist 
given  by  the  honorable  member,  I  shall  not 
give  what  he  asks  if  I  can  help  it. 

Mr.  EDWARDS. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber knows  perfectly  well  that  I  made  no 
attempt  to  destroy  the  glassware  industry. 


I  shalt  put  the  facts  of  this  case  before 
the  Committee,  leaving  hoooraUe  members 
to  decide  as  they  think  fit.  I  have  no  in- 
terest in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Watson. — We  shall  do  just  as  the 
honorable  member  has  been  doing.  He 
has  been  voting  against  everything  that  is 
not  "Queensland." 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— I  have  been  noting 
against  proposals  of  which  I  disapprove, 
and  shall  continue  to  vote  against  every 
proposition  that  I  think  is  not  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  people.  I  have  certain  facts 
relating  to  the  scientific  glassware  industry 
to  put  before  the  Ccwnmittee,  and  appeal 
to  the  better  nature  of  the  Treasurer  to  do 
justice  to  it.  flow  have  the  Victorian  in- 
dustries be«i  treated?  The  hat  manufac- 
turers of  VictOTia  have  been  granted  the 
assistance  of  protective  duties  anxninting 
to  nearly  200  per  cent.,  and  the  clothing 
manufacturers  have  also  received  substan- 
tial protection.  Does  not  the  Treasurer 
think  that  every  industry  deserves  some 
encouragement  at  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment? If  the  news  goes  forth  that  because 
I  voted  against  the  Government  on  two  or 
three  items  of  which  I  did  not  apprm'e, 
an  important  industry  in  Queensland  is  to 
be  penalized,  what  opinion  will  tbe  people 
form  of  the  Treasurer's  attitude? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — They  will  fwra  a 
very  bad  opinion  of  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— What  will  the  people 
think  of  the  vote  given  a  few  minutes  ago 
hv  the  Treasurer,  who  professes  a  desire 
to  grant  a  prefer«ice  to  the  Old  Country  ? 

Mr.  McDougall. — What  will  the  people 
of  Japan  think? 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— They  are  well  able 
to  look  after  themselves,  and  seek  no  assist- 
ance from  us.  The  Treasurer  says  he  will 
grant  no  consideration  to  the  scientific 
glassware  industry,  because  on  the  last  item 
T  voted  against  the  Government.  That  is 
a  contemptible  stand  to  take  np. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — The  Treasurer  in 
this  case  has  turned  free-trader. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— He  is  a  free-trader 
when  it  suits  him,  or,  to  use  one  of  his  own 
elegant  phrases,  "  a  shandygaff  protection- 
ist." I  do  not  pretend  to  be  an  expert  in 
the  matter  of  scientific  glassware,  but  I 
have  here  a  catalogue  of  various  instru- 
ments that  are  being  manufactured  in  the 
factcffies  to  which  I  have  referred. 

Mr.  Page. — And  the  Treasq^eiocJifEht  to 
be  prepared  to  protect  them. 
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Mr.  EDWARDS.— He  should  be,  if  he 
desires  to  establish  the  industry  on  a  sound 
basis.  Messrs.  J.  and  W.  Wilson  Limited, 
of  Brisbane,  under  date  14th  October, 
1907,  wrote  to  me  as  follows — 
Dear  Sir, 

Following  our  letter  of  5th  iast.,  re  scientific 
glassware,  we  beg  to  state  that  the  circular 
sent  you  was  printed  prior  to  the  declaration 
of  the'  new  Tarift.  We  mentioned  iocandescent 
electric  lamps  as  being  admitted  free,  but  under 
the  new  Tariff  they  carry  25  per  cent,  and  15 
per  cent,  [vide  item  144).  This  is  the  only  article 
in  our  line  of  business  that  has  received  any 
adequate  protection.  Items  355,  356,  and  443 
include  most  of  the  articles  important  to  those 
in  our  line  of  business^  and  are  admitted  free. 
On  pages  7,  8,  and  9  of  our  illustrated  cata- 
logue are  some  testimonials  which  prove  our 
ability  to  turn  out  scientific  glassware.  At 
present  we  are  manufacturing  for  the  Common- 
wealth, New  Zealand,  Singapore,  Honolulu,  &c. 
We  would  draw  your  attention  to  what  we  con- 
sider an  anomalv  in  the  present  Tariff  relating 
to  glassware.  While  fine,  expensive,  artistic, 
and  ornamental  glassware,  which  is  not  made 
in  the  Commonwealth  nor  likely  to  be  for  many 
years  to  come,  carries  a  duty  of  35  per  cent., 
scientific  glassware,  which  can  be  and  is  being 
made  here,  is  admitted  duty  free. 

The  Treasurer  does  not  listen ;  he  does  not 
want  to  learn  the  truth  regarding  this  in- 
dustry— 

We  fail  to  see  the  justice  of  thit,  presuming 
that  the  Tariff  is  intended  to  assist  and  protect 
Australian  industries. 

The  general  belief  is  that  the  object  of  the 
Tariff  is  to  assist  industries  generally,  and 
not  to  penalize  any  one  industry  because 
the  honorable  member  who  advocates  its 
protectifxi  has  voted  against  tlie  Goran- 
ment — 

We  know  of  many  glass-workers  throughout 
the  States,  comprising  the  Commonwealth  and 
New  Zealand,  who  cannot  obtain  work  at  th^r 
trade  on  account  of  the  free  ijmportation  from 
the  Continent;  and  who  are  obliged  to  be  en- 
gaged in  such  work  as  railway  carriage  cleaners, 
labourers  in  connexion  with  the  metal  trades, 
tramway  employes,  storemeo,  packers,  bailiffs, 
&c.,  or  any  employment  offering.  We  would 
xespectfullv  suggeit  that  the  list  of  articles 
contained  in  oar  circular  as  scientific  glassware 
be  included  in  the  Tariff  as  glassware,  item 
353,  carrying  duty  to  the  extent  of  35  per  cent, 
in  the  general  Tariff  and  35  per  cent,  in  the 
preferential  Tariff.  We  trust  that  when  these 
matters  come  up  for  debate,  our  Queensland 
Tqiresentatives  will  see  the  necessity  for  giving 
our  industry  protection,  and  give  our  views 
their  very  earnest  support. 

I  have  done  my  part. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  has  dealt  with  thmr  interests  t 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— I  venture  to  say 
that  every  newspaper  in  the  CGmmonwealth 
will  expose  the  Treasurer, 


Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.— I  shall  expose  the 
honorable  member  before  I  have  done  with 
him. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— There  is  notlung 
concerning  me  that  the  Minister  can  ex- 
pose; I  am  utterly  independent  of  him. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  Is  the  Treasurer  in  order  in  de- 
scribing the  honorable  member  for  Oxley — 
as  he  did  across  the  table — as  an  old  fraud  ? 
I  think  that  it  is  disgraceful. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable  mem. 
ber  for  Parramatta  is  in  <xder  in  calling 
my  attention  to  sudi  a  stsUement,-  but  is 
not  in  order  in  commenting  upon  it.  There 
nas  so  much  noise  that  I  did  not  hear  the 
statement  attributed  to  the  Treasurer,  but 
if  he  did  make  it  I  must  ask  him  to  with- 
draw it. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  withdraw  any- 
thing that  the  honorable  member  for  Oxley 
thinks  is  offensive  to  him.  I  shall  reply 
to  him. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— Had  I  heard  the 
remark  myself  I  should  have  asked  that 
the  Treasurer  be  called  upon  to  withdraw 
it.  Anything  that  he  may  say,  however, 
will  not  affect  me;  we  all  know  how  offen- 
sive he  can  be.  The  letter  which  I  have 
just  read  was  accompanied  by  a  number  of 
testimonials  which,  but  for  the  considera- 
tion that  I  have  for  other  honorable  mem- 
bers, I  might  read  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Treasurer.  I  was  prepared  to  show  some 
consideration  for  the  Treasurer  until  I 
h^rd  the  contonptible  way  in  wbidi  he 
said  that  he  would  not  agree  to  protection 
for  this  industry,  because  I  had  recorded  a 
certain  vote.  One  of  the  testimonials  to 
which  I  refer  is  from  "R.  L.  J.  Ellery. 
F.R.S.,  Government  Astronomer,  Mel- 
bourne," and  is  as  follows — 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  know  Mr.  W.  Wilson 
as  a  skilled  thermometer  and  barometer  maker 
and  worker  in  all  kinds  of  glass  meteorological 
instruments,  he  having  made  and  repaired 
many  instrumenta,  &e.,  for  the  Observatory  to 
my  entire  satisfaction. 

I  read  these  testimonials  to  show  that  the 
men  who  have  established  this  industry  in 
Brisbane  are  competent  men. 

Mr.  Page.— If  they  were  established  in 
Victoria,  they  would  get  protection  all 
nght. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— They  would.  I  was 
going  to  remind  the  Minister  that  this  in- 
dustry is  established  in  Brisbane  and  not 
in  Melbourne.  It  is  just  as  well  that 
honorable  members  should  und^and  that. 


Tariff  [3  December,  1907.]  (7tem  255). 


6929 


I  propose  only  to  read  another  testimoiial 
from  Messrs.  Humble  and  NieholBon,  of 
Vulcan  Foundry,  Geelong  

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order!  I  cannot 
allow  the  honorable  member  to  read  the 
whole  of  these  testimonials.  He  will  see 
that  if  I  did  so,  and  the  practice  were  fol- 
lowed by  other  honorable  members,  there 
would  be  no  finality  to  the  discussions 
upon  the  Tariff. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— May  I  remind  vou, 
sir,  "that  during  the  discussiwis  c»i  the 
TarifiF  testimonials  have  been  read  re- 
peatedly. I  had  marked  only  two  con- 
ceming  the  business  to  which  I  am  refer- 
ring, and  had  no  intenticxi  to  read  any 
more.  I  hope  I  shall  be  allowed  to  read 
the  second  testimonial  which  I  intended  to 
bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Committee. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order  I 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— Very  well,  I  will 
not  read  it.  These  men  are  very  well 
known,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  day  will 
come  when  the  Treasurer  will  regret  what 
he  said  this  aftemocm. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Indeed,  I  will  not. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— I  hope  the  Cbmmit. 
tee  will  haw  stwie  regard  for  an  industry 
to  which  the  Treasurer  is  not  prepared  to 
give  any  consideraticHi. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.18].— The  honorable  member  for 
Oxley  has  said  that  I  will  not  do  what  he 
desired  because  he  has  been  trying  to  de- 
stroy the  glass  industry  this  afternoon. 

Mr.  Edwards. — The  honorable  gentle- 
man said  so  himself. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  has  given  votes  to-day  

Mr.  Watson. — ^And  every  day. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  And  every 
day,  which  were  absolutely  destructive  of 
industries. 

Mr.  Page. — I  rise  to  a  p<Mnt  of  order. 
Has  the  Treasurer  any  right  to  reflect  upon 
a  vote  of  anv  member  of  the  Committee? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— No.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  would  not  be  in  order  in  re- 
flecting upon  the  vote  of  any  member  of  the 
Committee,  but  I  did  not  understand  him 
to  do  so. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  not  re- 
6ecting  upon  the  honorable  member,  who, 
of  course,  is  at  liberty  to  do  as  he  likes. 
But  when  the  honorable  member  for  Oxley 
has  voted ,  as  he  h  as  done  in  almost 
every  instance,  to  reduce  the  dutv  proposed 
in  oonnexion  with  the  very  industry  to 
which  he  is  now  referring  to  rates  which 
would  render  it  impossible  to  carry  on  the 


industry,  of  what  use  is  it  for  him  to  ask 
me  to  put  certain  manufacturers  in  Bris- 
bane in  a  positicMi  which  I  say  is  not  a  good 
position  for  them  or  for  any  one  else — and 
solely  because  of  the  way  in  which  the 
honorable  member  has  voted.  I  am  not 
going  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Edwards. — I  am  glad  that  the  hon- 
orable member  has  told  us  that. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  wish 
to  reflect  upon  the  last  vote,  but  it  was  the 
most  serious  vote  given  in  this  chamber. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order  I 

Mr.  Edwards. — I  resent  such  a  state- 
ment. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  exceed- 
ingly sorry  that  such  a  yote  should  have 
been  given.  I  marvel  that  the  hcmorable 
member  and  other  representatives  of 
Queensland  on  the  Opposition  side  get  any- 
thing through  this  House,  because  other 
honorable  members  have  become  tired  of 
the  practice  they  have  followed,  of  voting 
to  suit  their  own  purposes,  instead  of  in  the 
interests  of  the  other  States. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order ! 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [5.21]. 
— ^The  attitude  assumed  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Oxley  in  making 
this  request  borders  on  the  humour- 
ous. For  weeks  past  the  honorable  mem- 
ber has  consistently  voted  for  the  lowest 
possible  duty,  except  where  the  interests  of 
a  Queensland  industry  have  been  at  stake. 
He  now  asks,  again  in  respect  of  a  Queens- 
land industry,  that  it  should  be  given  every 
consideration  in  this  TarifiF.  Whenever  a 
Queensland  industry  is  in  question,  the 
honorable  member  desires  that  something 
should  be  done  for  it,  and  every  other  part 
of  Australia,  so  far  as  he  is  concerned, 
can  go  hang.  I  say  that,  so  far  as  my 
knowledge  of  the  pw^le  of  Queensland 
goes,  they  do  not  desire  any  such  discrimt- 
naticxi  in  their  favour.  They  are  content 
that  duties  should  be  so  imposed  as  to 
benefit  industries  in  all  the  States  alike. 

Mr.  Edwards. — That  is  so. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  am  sure  that  they 
would  repudiate  the  selfish  attitude  the 
honorable  member  has  consistently  adopted 
in  this  Chamber. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  discrimination 
has  been  suggested  by  the  iKXKxable  mem- 
ber for  Oxley? 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  honorable  member 
for  Oxley  has  consistently  voted  for  the 
lowest  rate  of  duty  he  could  get  on  every 
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Mr.  Edwards. — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  I  wish  to  know  whether  the  honor- 
able member  is  in  order  in  reflecting  upon 
any  votes  rec«ded  by  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  would  not  be  in  order  in  reflecting 
upon  any  vote  given  by  any  honorable  mem- 
ber. I'  did  not  imd^stand  the  honorable 
member  to  do  so,  but  if  be  did,  I  am  sure 
he  will  withdraw. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  would  not  think  of 
reflecting  upon  the  boiorable  member  for 
Oxley.  I  merely  direct  attention  to  some 
little  inconsistencies  on  the  part  of  the  hon- 
orable member,  which  are  probably  quite 
accidental.  Theiip  is,  however,  a  pecu- 
liarity about  them,  as  they  always  seem  to 
be  in  the  one  direction.  Where  a  Queens- 
land industry  is  involved,  the  honorable 
member  suddenly  becomes  a  protecti(Xiist» 
and  on  everything  else  he  is  a  free-trader. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 
member  must  not  pursue  that  line  of  argu- 
ment. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Despite  the  attitude 
adopted  by  the  honorable  member  for  Ox- 
ley,  1  do  not  think  that  we  should  ignore 
a  Queensland  industry.  I  am  quite  pre- 
pared to  give  every  consideration  to  in- 
dustries established  in  Queensland,  even 
though  representatives  of  that  State  should 
be  so  selfish  as  to  refuse  to  give  considera- 
tion to  industries  established  in  the  other 
States.  I  trust  that  the  Treasurer  will 
look  into  the  matter  referred  to,  and 
see  whether  anything  has  been  overlodced. 
I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  at  the 
Women's  Work  Exhibition  recently  held 
here  I  saw  some  Queensland  glass  pro- 
ducts fnxn  Rockhampton  that  were  equal 
to  anything  I  have  seen  imported  from 
the  Old  Country,  or  anything  of  the  kind 
that  has  ever  been  placed  on  the  market 
in  Australia.  I  regret  that  owing  to  the 
last  vote,  carried  with  the  assistance  of 
the  h<morabIe  member  for  Oxley  and  other 
honorable  members  opposite,  such  produc- 
tions are  likely  to  receive  so  small  a  mea- 
sure of  protection  in  the  future  that  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  industry  for  their 
manufacture  can  continue  to  be  carried  on. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order  I 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  think  the  Treasurer 
should  look  into  this  matter,  in  which  the 
Brisbane  industry  referred  to  is  oaa- 
cerned,  and  «ideavour  to  make  good  any 
deficiency  in  the  Tariff. 

Sir  William  Lvnk. — It  is  not  worth 
while. 


.  Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [5.26].— From 
the  debate  which  has  taken  place  since  the 
honorable  member  for  Oxley  brought  this 
matter  before  the  Committee,  and  from 
general  remarks  on  the  Tariff  to  which  I 
have  listened,  I  am  disposed  to  think 
that  the  honorable  member  made  the 
greatest  possible  mistake  in  not  first  con- 
sulting the  Treasuier's  unde^tudy,  the 
honorable  member  for  Batman.  If  he  had 
only  told  that  honorable  member  that  he 
wanted  a  duty  for  the  benefit  of  this 
Brisbane  industry,  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
Treasurer  would  have  acceded  at  Mice  to 
his  request.  This  is  the  Lyne-Coon  Tariff. 
There  is  no  doubt  at  all  about  that.  As 
soon  as  any  article  is  mentioned,  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Batman  gets  up,  and 
says,  "  The  thing  can  be  made  in  Aus- 
tralia. I  have  it  here  in  my  pocket." 
The  honorable  member  went  so  far  the 
other  night  as  to  say  that  he  had  a  ^eep- 
shearing  machine  and  a  wool -scouring  ma- 
chine in  his  pocket.  He  may  know  some- 
thing about  a  good  many  things,  but  the 
honorable  member  does  not  know  much 
about  wool,  or  he  would  not  have  brought 
forward  the  sample  he  exhibited  in  this 
Chamber.  The  trouble  is  that  this  is  a 
Queensland  industry,  and  so  did  not  hap- 
pen to  have  the  ear  of  the  Treasurer,  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  or  the 
honorable  member  for  Batman.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Oxley  was  returned  as 
an  independent  member  of  this  Parlia- 
ment, and  is  free  to  vote  as  he  likes.  We 
all  claim  to  do  that.  If  one  or  two,  or 
the  whole  of  the  representatives  of  Queens- 
land, happen  to  be  (^>posed  to  the  policy 
of  the  Government,  that  is  no  reason  why 
the  industries  of  that  Stale  should  not 
be  given  a  square  deal. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  honorable  member 
wants  a  square  deal  for  Queensland  in- 
dustries, but  will  not  concede  the  same  to 
the  industries  of  the  other  States. 

Mr.  PAGE.— With  all  respect  to  the 
honorable  member  for  South  Sydney,  I 
claim  to  have  helped  industries  in  Vic- 
toria and  New  South  Wales,  as  well  as 
Queensland  industries. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  was  not  referring  to 

the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  PAGE.— Then  I  beg  the  honorable 
member's  pardon.  I  do  not  wish  to  do 
any  man  or  woman  in  the  C(»nmonwealth 
out  of  a  day's  work,  and  from  what  I 
know  of  him  tbe  honor jUriememter  for 
Oxley  would  notD^eg^y^rfPglt 
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Mr.  Mathews. — ^The  honorable  man* 
bei's  votes  do  not  show  that. 

Mr.  PAGE. — The  honorable  member 
for  Oxley,  as  well  as  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Melbourne  Ports,  has  His  own 
opinions.  The  honorable  mender  for  Mel- 
bourne Ports  is,  a  one^yed  protocticKust, 
and  camiot  cavil  if  the  honorable  member 
for  Oxley  is  the  tame.  I  ask  the  Trea- 
surer to  leave  the  honoraRe  members  for 
Oxlev  and  Maranoa  out  of  this  question 
altogether,  and,  if  it  is  the  policy  of  the 
Government  to  protect  established  indus- 
tries, to  do  something  for  this  industry  in 
Queensland. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [5.28].— I 
was  somewhat  astonished  to  hear  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Oxley  making  a  pro- 
poratioD  

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Why  cannot  hon- 
orable members  let  the  honorable  member 
for  Oxley  alone?  They  are  pecking  at 
him  like  a  lot  of  politiod  crows. 

Mr.  SALMON.— Surely  it  is  not  befit- 
ting a  deliberate  assembly  that  when  one 
rises  to  throw  noaxe  light  on  a  discus- 
sioct  

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  The  honorable 
member  is  doing  nothing  of  the  kind.  He 
is  rising  for  the  purpose  of  savagely  at- 
tacking another  honorable  member. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order  1 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  honorable  member 
ought  to  know  that  I  never  savj^ly  attack 
any  one.  No  member  of  the  Committee  is 
more  meek  and  mild  in  his  criticism  of 
others  than  I  am.  I  express  my  surprise 
that,  when  the  Committee  has  declined  to 
place  any  duty  upon  scientific  appliances, 
<he  honorable  member  for  Oxley  should 
have  asked  us  to  go  out  of  our  wav  in 
order  to  assist  an  industry  in  the  State 
from  which  he  ccraes.  The  honorable 
member  did  not  indicate  the  ardcles  which 
he  desired  to  have  protected,  or  the  duty 
he  wished  to  have  placed  upon  them.  Am 
I  to  understand  that  he  wishes  the  Go- 
vernment to  take  into  serious  ccnsideration 
the  dearability  of  taxing  scientific  glass- 
ware? 

Mr..  Edwards.  — Yes.  Juit  because 
these  articles  are  manufactured  here,  in  the 
same  way  as  are  clothing  and  hats. 

Mr.  SALMON.— A  number  of  scientific 
appliances  which  are  manufactured  here 
have  already  been  placed  on  the  free  list 
by  the  Committee.  The  Government  have 
studiously  avoided  the  imposition  of  duties 
upon  material  used  for  sciratific  purposes. 
The  honorable  member  most  be  aware  that 


gas  analysis  apparatus  is  not  very  lartrely 
used,  and  I  feel  sure  that  he  would  not 
desire  that  an  impost  should  be  placed 
upon  instruments  used  to  prevent  disaster 
to  the  community.  Arsenic  testing  ap- 
paratus and  tubes  should  be  treated  in  the 
same  way. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS.  —  The  honorable 
member  ^ould  not  decry  an  Australian 
industry. 

Mr.  SALMON".— I  have  no  wish  to  do 
so,  but  I  say  that  purely  scientific  instru- 
ments should  be  admitted  under  the  freest 
possible  ocmditions. 

Mr.  Page. — If  thej-  are  made  in  Aus- 
tralia, what  does  it  matter  whether  they 
are  made  in  Queensland  or  in  Victoria? 

Mr.  SALMON. — I  do  not  care  where 
thev  are  made. 

Mr.  Pace. — Be  fair. 

Mr.  SALMON'.— Does  the  honorable 
member  accuse  me  of  unfairness  for  saving 
a  word  for  the  freedom  of  scientific  appa- 
ratus which  we  have  already  admitted  free 
of  duty  under  different  parts  of  the  Tariff  ? 
If  the  honorable  membor  for  Oxley  desires 
a  duty,  I  hope  that  the  Treasurer  will  give 
his  request  the  CMisideration  it  deserves. 
But  I  feel  that  the-  Treasurer  will  be  con- 
sistent. He  has.  been  consistent  through- 
out the  consideration  of  the  Tariff.  We 
should  not  place  an  impost  upon  articles 
required  for  sdmtific  work.  Even  if  a 
du*:v  were  placed  upon  evaporatinc  basins, 
I  do  not  think  that  it  would  make  any  dif- 
ference in  the  number  manufactured  here. 
The  honorable  member  for  Oxlev  has  g(Xie 
out  of  his  way  to  ask  the  Committee  to  do 
something  which  thev  have  never  done  be- 
fore, in  placing  a  dutv  upcxi  apDaratus 
used  solely  for  scientific  work,  and  for 
making  scientific  observations. 

Mr.  Edwards. — And  which  are  manu- 
factured in  Australia.  Tiiat  is  the  crux  of 
the  whole  thing. 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  honorable  member 
astonishes  me  bv  the  fluency  of  his  protec- 
tionist protestations.  He  would  go  to  the 
extent  of  those  who  in  France  some  yeirs 
ago  proposed  that  the  air  also  should  be 
taxed,  because  it  was  produced  in  France. 

Mr.  Page. — Mr.  Kingstcm  pr(^X)sed  a 
duty  of  15  per  cent  in  1902. 

Mr.  SALMON.— Was  it  carried? 

Mr.  Page. — It  was  knocked  out.  If 
these  articles  were  made  in  Maryborough, 
Victma,  the  honxable  member  would  bar- 
rack for  a  duty  on  them. 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  honorable  [member 
is  not  treating  m'^^m\P^^S^ 
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several  items  under  the  heading  of  scienti- 
fic apparatus  which  are  made  in  Mel- 
bourne, but  which,  if  they  were  dutiable,  I 
would  strongly  urge  should  be  placed  uptm 
the  free  list.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  they 
are  already  on  the  free  list.  I  can  only 
express  my  regret  that  the  new-bom  zeal 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Oxiey  for  pro- 
tecti<»iist  principles  had  not  been  exhibited 
in  a  worthier  cause. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  (Oxlev)  [5.34].  —  I 
much  regret  that  the  Minister  should  have 
lost  his  temper  this  afternoon. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Ltne. — I  never  lose  my 
temper. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— I  spoke  this  morning 
in  admiration  of  the  way  in  which  the 
Minister  has  controlled  himself  during  the 
whole  TariflF  discussion.  I  was  hwiest 
and  sincere  in  what  I  said  then ;  but  I  am 
afraid  that  it  had  a  bad  effect  upon  him. 
Apparently  he  likes  to  be  scolded  bett» 
tlun  to  be  praised.  I  ask  hun  to  take 
this  matter  into  ctxisideration  with  the  view 
of  giving  some  measure  of  protectitm  to  the 
industry  which  I  have  mentioned.  I  do 
not  care  whether  it  is  established  in  'Bris- 
bane or  in  any  other  part  of  the  Ccxnmon- 
wealth.  I  take  it  that  the  industry  is 
established  to  some  extent  in  other  parts  of 
the  Commonwealth.  I  know  that  I  can- 
not move  for  an  increase  of  duty,  but  the 
particular  articles  which  Messrs.  J.  and  W. 
Wilson  manufacture  are  to  be  found  in 
items  255,  256,  and  442. 

Mr.  Salmon.  —  Which  of  the  articles 
enumerated  in  item  255  do  they  manufac- 
ture? 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— The  honoraWe  mem- 
ber can  read,  I  presume.  He  has  the 
Tariff  in  front  of  him.  I  gave  him  the 
numbers  of  the  items.  Surely  he  does  not 
want  any  more? 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  honorable  member 
is  misleading  the  Committee,  because  they 
do  not  make  all  the  articles  included  in 
item  255. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  very  troublesome.  He  takes  up  a 
good  deal  of  time  himself.  He  should 
know  that  we  want  to  get  the  Tariff  through 
before  Christmas.  I  ask  the  Minister  to 
talce  the  matter  into  his  serious  considera- 
tion, with  a  view  to  giving  protection  not 
OTiIy  to  this  firm,  but  to  others  throughout 
the  Commonwealth.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Laanecoorie  knows  that  I  am  not 
speaking  only  on  behalf  of  the  people  of 
mv  own  State.  It  has  been  alleged  that 
I  vote  oily  for  those  things  which  will 


benefit  Queraisland,  but  I  can  say  that 
Queensland  has  nothing  to  thank  the 
Federal  Pailiamoit  for.  It  is  always 
thrown  in  our  faces  that  we  do  nothing 
except  for  the  benefit  of  Queensland.  I 
deny  and  resent  the  imputation.  I  hope 
the  Treasurer  will  see  his  way  clear  to  im- 
pede a  duty  of  15  or  ao  per  cent.  I 
think  I  am  moderate  in  my  request.  I 
term-  myself  a  moderate  protectionist  I 
am  nttt  an  extremist.  I  regard  high  duties 
as  being  just  as  bad  as  are  top  low  duties. 
The  self-reliance  of  men  and  masters 
is  weakened  when  they  have  to  dqpend 
on  duties,  and  on  such  assistance  as  they 
may  be  able  to  get  from  a  Government. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [5.37].— I  hope 
the  Minister  will  take  the  request  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Oxley  into  serious 
consideration.  We  want  only  a  square 
deal.  The  honorable  member  for  Oxley 
does  not  ask  the  Treasurer  to  impose  a 
duty  on  the  whole  of  the  item. 

Mr.  Saluon. — Yes,  he  does. 

Mr.  PAGE.— That  is  not  so.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Oxley  has  furnished  the 
Minister  with  a  catal(^ue  of  the  surgical 
instruments  that  are  made  by  the  firm  in 
Brisbane. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Those  are  not  included  in 

this  item. 

Mr.  PAGE. — The  Minister  sits  in  his 
chair  like  a  Sphinx,  and  will  not  say  what 
he  will  do  or  not  do.  Instead  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Laaneoocffie  helping  the 
honorable  member  for  Oxley,  knowing  full 
well,  as  a  professional  man,  the  names  of 
these  scientific  instruments,  be  tried  to 
cloud  the  issue  by  saying  that  they  are  not 
included  in  this  item.  If  the  honorable 
member  for  Laanecoorie  were  fair  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Oxley,  to  the  Com- 
mittee, and  to  Queensland,  he  would  say 
whether  these  articles  can  be  made  in  Aus- 
tralia or  not.  Will  he  say,  as  a  profes- 
sional man,  whether  this  is  a  fair  indus- 
try to  be  protected?  If  it  were  carried  on 
in  Victoria,  I  am  satisfied  that  every  Vic- 
torian in  the  House,  including  the  honor- 
able member  for  Melbourne  Ports,  would 
be  barracking  bard  for  it  The  hraiorable 
member  for  Melbourne  P(»ts  interjected 
something  about  free-traders  being  strong 
on  protection.  I  may  tell  the  t^orable 
member  that  I  was  not  returned  at  the 
last  election  as  a  free-trader.  I  announced 
on  the  platfonm  what  I  intended  to  do 
with  regard  to  protection.  I  said  that  if 
the  Government  introduwd  science  pro- 
tection, and  wotdidti^fttteBtith&^l^EeTs,  X 
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would  give  them  the  help  that  they  needed. 
1  hope  the  h(Xiorable  member  for  Mel- 
bourne Ports  will  not  throw  that  taunt  at 
me  again.  I  am  as  good  a  man  as  he 
is,  in  any  way  he  likes  to  take  me.  No 
good  end  is  served  by  saying  that  hcmor- 
able  members  are  agents  for  this  or  that 
man.  Eadi  of  us  has  a  constituency  to 
represent,  and  is  amenable  to  his  electors. 
Let  them  deal  with  us,  instead  of  our  at- 
tempting to  judge  (Mie  another  on  the  Boor 
of  this  chamber.  The  honorable  member 
for  Oxley  has  only  asked  for  a  fair  thing 
for  our  State.  He  wants  the  same  fair 
and  square  treatment  for  Queensland  as 
I  and  other  Queensland  members  have 
given  to  the  other  States  in  regard  to  their 
manufacturing  industries.  I  ask  the  Trea- 
surer, in  all  seriousness,  to  see  if  scMne- 
thing  cannot  be  done  to  protect  this  in- 
dustry. Messrs.  J.  and  W.  Wilson  claim 
to  be  the  sole  Australian  manufacturers 
of  accurate  scientific  glassware.  Their 
factory  and  warehouse  is  situated  in 
Wharf-street,  Brisbane.  I  do  not  kiK>w 
them,  but  as  the  instruments  which  thi^ 
advertise  are  made  in  Brisbane^  which 
after  all  is  in  the  Commonwealth,  thme 
honorable  members  who  are  so  str<Hig  on 
protection  for  industries  in  other  States 
which  have  more  numerous  representation 
than  Queensland  has  should  accord  this 
industry  the  same  fair,  square  treatment 
as  other  States  are  getting.  I  ask  the 
Treasurer  to  give  this  matter  considera- 
tion, not  on  account  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Oxley,  who  does  not  care  a  snap 
of  tne  lingers  personally,  but  in  the  in- 
terests of  Queensland  and  of  the  Commcm- 
wealth. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laaneooorie)  [5.42].—" 
The  honorable  member  for  Oxley  has  been 
good  enough  to  suggest  that  I  have  chat- 
tered a  good  deal  on  this  Taritt.  1  have 
spoken  very  little  upon  it.  My  consti- 
tuency is  vitally  interested  in  it  in  many 
ways,  but  in  the  interests  of  the  despatch 
of  business  I  have  kept  silent  on  many 
occasions  in  the  face  of  great  provocation. 
When  I  asked  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Oxley  a  civil  questim  as  to  what  articles 
included  in  item  255  were  made  by  the 
Brisbane  firm  menticHied,  he  replied  in  a 
fashion  which  I  am  sorry  to  sa^  he  has 
apparently  acquired  from  those  with  whom 
he  is  sitting. 

Mr.  Edwards. — I  gave  the  hcMKwable 
member  the  number  of  the  item. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  asked  the  honorable 
member  a  questicm  with   r^ard  to  the 


articles  in  the  item,  but  he  resented  it, 
and  was  somewhat  rude.  At  any  rate, 
he  was  querulous. 

Mr.  Edwards. — I  replied  in  the  same 
tone  as  the  hmiorabte  member  used  in  ask- 
ing the  questi(»i. 

Mr.  SALMON. — I  was  anxious  fcH*  in- 
formation, but  I  did  not  get  it.  I  have 
now  been  hanbed  a  copy  of  the  catalogue 
issued  by  this  firm.  From  a  cursory 
glance,  I  should  say  that  the  manufactures 
of  this  firm  do  not  come  under  tike  item 
we'  are  discussing  at  all  The  honorable 
member  for  Oxley  has  anticipated  the  dis- 
cussion on  a  sumequent  item. 

Mr.  Edwards.  —  They  come  partly 
under  this  item  and  pajtly  under  the 
next. 

Mr.  SALMON. — I  cannot  find  in  the 
catalogue  any  article  that  is  included  in 
item  255.  There  are  only  three  articles 
included  in  that  item,  one  of  which  I  know 
from  personal  knowledge  is  not  manufac- 
tured in  the  Commonwealth.  When  the 
honorable  member  asserted  that  all  the 
articles  in  item  255  were  manufactured  in 
the  Comm(»iwealth,  he  made  an  asserticm 
that  is  not  borne  out  by  the  catalogue 
itself.  I  hope  the  Treasurer  will  decide 
not  to  place  a  duty  on  apparatus  used 
purely  for  scientific  purposes.  If  the  Min- 
ister refuses  to  impose  a  duty  he  will  be 
doing  only  what  has  been  the  consistent 
policy  of  the  protectionist  party  for  many 
years  past.  Of  course,  we  desire  to  see 
these  articles  manufactured  here,  if  p<^- 
suble;  but  if  they  are  not  manufactured 
here— and  even  if  they  are — we  decline  to 
make  them  subject  to  taxation. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY  (Darwin)  [5.46]. 
— I  plead  with  the  Treasurer  to  do  justice 
to  Queensland,  irrespective  of  any  feeling 
he  may  have  in  regard  to  the  honorable  m«n- 
ber  for  Oxley.  In  a  great  fiscal  battle  of 
this  kind,  we  ought  not  to  feel  sore  if  we 
do  not  get  all  the  assistance  we  think  we 
ought  to  have. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Then  by  this  time 
I  ought  to  feel  a  little  sore. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— Quite  so;  I 
feel  sore  myself.  At  the  same  time,  I  urge 
the  Treasum  in  this  instance  to  be  a 
Christian  to  Queensland. 

Mr.  HUGHES  (West  Sydney)  [5.47J-— 
I  hope  the  Treasurer  will  not  differentiate 
between  glassware  in  this  item  and  glass- 
ware as  treated  under  item  256.  We  have 
agreed  that  glassware  under  item  2  55 
shall  be  admitted  <hi  duties  of  24per  cent, 
and  30  per  ocsd^f^ttti^TO^Q^'^roposed 
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that,  instead  of  admitting  free  glassware 
which  we  cannot  make  in  this  oountry  suc- 
cessfully, a  duty  should  be  imposed  because 
there  is  a  factory  or  factories  in  Queens- 
land. I  do  not  believe  thai  there  is  a  glass 
factory  in  my  electorate,  but  I  feel  sure, 
seeing  that  the  electorate  is  within  a  stone's, 
throw  of  some  of  the  largest  factories  in 
Australia,  that  some  of  those  engaged  in 
the  industry  are  amongst  my  constituents. 
I  was  perfectly  content  with  a  duty  of  25 
per  cent.,  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Farramatta  has  informed  us  really  means 
protection  up  to  130*  per  cent.  That  duty, 
however,  is  ioi  the  bond  fide  protection  of 
an  industry  already  in  existence,  ^ploying 
a  ccmsiderable  number  of  people,  whereas 
the  proposal  now  is  to  impose  a  duty  to 
protect  an  industry  in  which  only  one  or 
two  persons  are  employed  in  some  factory 
in  Queensland.  The  proposal  exhibits  a 
provincial  and  narrow  view ;  and  I  hope 
that,  in  the  interests  of  scientific  research 
and  knowledge,  the  honorable  member  for 
Oxley  will  not  persist  in  his  amendment.  I 
am  sure  that  the  honorable  member's  con- 
tention will  not  be  corroborated,  namely, 
that  glassware  for  scientific  instruments  can 
be  produced  in  Australia  to  ctxnpete  with 
European  instruments. 

Mr.  ARCHER  (Capricorna)  [S-So]-— It 
is  generally  known  that  I  was  returned  to 
this  Parliament  pledged  npt  to  interfere 
with  the  old  Tariff.  At  the  same  time,  I 
cannot  help  feeling  thai  attention  may  very 
M^U  be  drawn  to  the  attitude  of  protec- 
tionists like  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Laanecoorie  and  others.  All  through  the 
Tariff  discussion  we  have  seen  high  duties 
imposed  in  order  to  protect  industries,  some 
of  which  are  only  one-man  industries,  <x 
employing  very  few  people. 

Mr.  Chanter. — How  many  men  are  em- 
ployed in  this  glassware  industry  in 
Queensland  ? 

Mr.  ARCHER.— I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Chanter. — The  honorable  member 
will  not  answer  the  question. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— It  has  taken  very  little 
inducement  in  other  cases  to  cause  protec- 
tionists to  impose  duties  even  as  high  as  40 
per  cent,  and  50  per  cent. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  hcmorable  mem- 
ber has  voted  free-trade  in  everything  but 
sugar. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— I  have  voted  consis- 
tently all  through  for  the  old  Tariff,  and  I 
intend  to  do  so  in  regard  to  the  present 
item.  At  the  same  time,  I  desire  to  point 
out    the  inconsistency    o£    the  extreme 


pzotecticHiist  members,  who  are  now 
attacking  the  hoQ(»able  member  for 
Oxley,  seeing  that  time  after  time 
they  have  imposed  high  duties  in  the 
case  of  industries  whicli  give  no  more  em- 
ployment than  does  the  industry  under 
discussicm. 

Mr.  Mathews.  —  Those  protectionists 
have  been  consistent  right  through,  whereas 
the  hwiorable  member  has  not. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— That  does  not  affect 
the  position  taken  up  by  protectimitst 
members  opposite.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Oxley  has  never  advocated  prcrfiiM- 
tive  duties.  It  has  been  ptHoted  out  that 
he  has  voted  against  the  Govanment  on 
many  occasions,  but  that  ts  simply  because 
he  is  a  moderate  [H-otectionist ;  and  now  he 
asks  for  a  moderate  protective  duty. 

Mr.  Mathews. — "Moderate  protection- 
ist "  is  only  another  name  for  free-trader ! 

Mr.  ARCHER.— That  is  a  matter  of 
opinion.  The  honorable  member  for 
Oxley  is  quite  consistent  in  proposing  a 
duty  of  15  per  cent,  or  20  per  cent.  Hon- 
orable members  opposite,  as  I  have  already 
said,  have  supported  duties  as  big^  as  35 
per  cent,  and  40  per  coit 

Mr.  Salmon. — Not  on  scientific  instru- 

mentts. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— The  fact  that  these 
people  in  Queensland  manufacture  scientific 
instruments  has  very  little  to  do  with  the 
matter  from  a  Tariff  point  of  view.  We 
must  not  forget  the  taxation,  equal  to  15 
per  cent,  or  20  per  cent.,  which  has  been 
imposed  on  the  farmer.  What  diffCTence 
would  it  make  to  scientific  research  if  par- 
ticular instruments  cost  2d.  or  3d.  more  by 
reason  of  the  proposed  duty?  It  is  ridi- 
culous to  say  that  scientific  research  will 
be  stopped  at  once  if  a  duty  of  15  per 
cent  be  placed  on  this  glassware.  . 

Mr.  Hughes. — The  honorable  member 
did  not  speak  like  that  when  the  duty  on 
wire  netting  was  under  discussion  1 

Mr.  ARCHER.— I  opposed  the  duty  on 
wire  netiting,  just  as  I  shall  oppose  the 
proposed  duty  on  this  glassware,  which 
was  free  under  the  old  Tariff.  I  am 
merely  pointing  out  the  inctxisistency  of 
those  who  have  attacked  the  honorable 
member  for  Oxley  on  the  ground  of  his  in- 
consistency. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.54]. — The  hwiorable  member  for 
Oxley  is  asking  me  to  do  that  which  is 
quite  impossible  at  the  present  stage.  Tf 
l»»iorable  members  turn  toitons  255,  2^6, 
and  443,  they  willl^etba^^^pk£  fbt- 
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lowed  now,  as  in  the  past,  is  to  make  scien- 
tific instruments  free;  and  I  caiuiot  think 
•of  reversing,  at  a  moment's  notice,  the 
policy  which  has  been  followed  for  so  long. 
On  sererai  occasions,  when  scientific  instru- 
ments have  been  involved,  I  have  elimi- 
nated them  from  dutiaUe  items  in  order 
that  they  might  be  made  fre&  But  the 
b<Kiorable  member  for  Ozley  now  asks  me 
at  a  moment's  notira  to  upset  the  whole 
scheme  of  the  Tariff,  simply  because  he  has 
discovered  that  there  is  a  glassware  indus- 
try in  Queensland. 

Mr.  Edwards. — Has  the  Treasurer^  not 
altered  other  items  over  and  over  again? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  Not  in  reU- 
tion  to  scientific  instrumoits.  This  is 
a  scientific  matter  altogether. 

Mr.  Akchbk. — What  is  a  scientific  mat- 
ter?    The  manufacture  of  glassware? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  referring 
to  scientific  instruments.  The  honcvable 
member  holds  that  whether  scioitific  instru- 
ments or  other  goods  are  made  here  or  not, 
they  ought  to  be  obtained  from  Great 
Britain. 

■  Mr.  Archer. — I  do  not  say  that. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.—The  honorable 
member  has  said  so  in  every  case. 
Mr.  Archer.— When? 
Sir  WILLIAM   LYNE.— However,  at 
the  present  time  I  am  not  prepared  to  lake 
any  actirni  in  the  direction  proposed  by  the 
hcmorable  member  for  Oxley. 

Questi<xi — That  the  itan  be  agreed  to — 
put.    The  Committee  divided. 

Aves      ...  ...  ...  45 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  8 


Nobs. 

Tudor,  F.  G. 


rri/«  W.- 
Edwards, K. 

Piige,  J. 


Majority 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Bamfoid,  F.  W. 
batcbelui,  E.  L. 
BowdcD,  E.  K. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Carr,  E.  S. 
CalU,  J.  H. 
Chanter,  ].  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Joseph 
Beakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
ir'airbairo,  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
l-'razer,  C.  E. 
Glynn,  P.  MeU. 
Groom.  L.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
Hedges,  W.  K 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Irvine,  Hans 
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Irvine,  W.  H. 
Livingston,  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  Williiim 
Maloncy,  W.  K.  N. 
Mathews,  J, 
Mauger,  S. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Thomson,  John 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Willis.  Henrv 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Wise,  O.  H. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
I  Johnson,  W.  E. 


Coon,  J. 
Crcuch,  K.  A. 
Fysh.  Sir  Philip 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Storrer,  D. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Item  agreed  ta 

Item  356.  Scientifie  ^pantus  (gUss),  vis.  : — 
Beakers;  Flasks;  Test  Tubes;  Vacuum 
Tubes;  Burettes;  Weighing  Bottles  and  Tubes; 
Eudiometers ;  Nitrometers ;  Radiometers ;  Fat 
Extraction  Tubes;  Filter  Pumps;  Gas  Washing 
Reduction  Absorption  and  Drying  Bulbs  Towers 
and  Tubes;  Glassware  graduated  in  centimetres 
grains  minims  ounces  and  grammes;  alio  Car- 
bonic Acid,  Sulphuretted  Hydrogen,  Decompos- 
ing Water,  and  Bacteriological  Apparatus  of 
GUss.  Free. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [6.3]-— Before 
this  item  is  passed,  I  appeal  to  the  Prime 
Minister,  who  is  now  in  the  chamber,  to 
see  that  justice  is  done  to  the  people  of 
Queensland.  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is 
some  justification  for  the  articles  which 
have  appeared  in  the  public  press  of  that 
State,  and  which  declare  that  its  wants 
are  ignored  by  this  Parliament.  The  Go- 
vernment is  supposed  to  be  a  protectionist 
Government,  and  I  ask  the  Prime  Ministn 
to  see  that  the  same  modictmi  of  prMectitxi 
is  extended  to  Queensland  industries  that 
has  been  extended  to  the  industries  of  other 
States. 

Item  agreed  to. 

Item  257  (Screens,  Process  Engravers') 
agreed  to. 

Item  358.  Bottle  Stopper!.  a.e.i.,  of  all  kinds 
and  materials,  free. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
rur^r)  [6.5]. — I  move — 

That  the  words  "  of  all  kinds  and  materials  '* 
be  left  out. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — I  should  like  tt>  know 
from  the  Treasurer  what  will  be  the  effect 
of  his  amendm^t? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  informed 
that  the  retention  of  the  words  would  give 
to  the  item  an  operation  outside  of  the 
divisional  heading. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [6.7]. — I  iftn  not  aware  that 
stoppers  are  specified  in  any  othra  pc^iw 
of  the  Tariff. 

Mr.  John  Thomson. — ^They  are  in- 
cluded in  item  253. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  Only 
glass  stoppers.  But  there  are  stoppers 
other  than  those  made  of  glass.  For  in- 
instance,  there  are  rubbef^toppgna  Would 
they  come  undei^^^{iSiUl%V^wbber? 
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Sir  WiLUAM.  LvNE. — If  stoppers  are 
made  of  wood  they  will  come  under  the 
heading  of  wood,  if  they  are  made  of 
rubber  they  will  orane  under  the  heading 
of  rubber,  and  if  they  are  made  of  metal 
they  will  come  under  the  heading  of 
metal. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOJfSOX.— If  the 
Government  desire  to  make  it  clear  that  it 
is  not  corks  to  which  reference  is  made  in 
this  item,  why  not  insert  the  words 
"except  corks"?  In  the  absena  of  some 
such  words,  the  impOTters  of  materials 
other  than  glass  will  not  know  whether  the 
stoppers  are  dutiable  or  not. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.rz]. — I  would  point  out  to  the 
honorable  member  that  bottle  stoppers 
come  under  different  designations,  and  are 
subjected  to  different  duties.  The  Cus- 
toms Department  does  not  consider  that 
it  would  be  easy  to  include  all  stoppers 
under  one  heading.  Consequently  it  de- 
sires that  they  shall  be  grouped. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — May  I  point 
out  to  the  Treasurer  that  glass  stoppers 
are  specifically  named,  and  consequently 
if  other  stoppers  are  not  elsewhere  in- 
cluded they  will  be  admitted  free. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— They  will  be 
free,  unless  they  are  specified  as  bottle 
stoppers. 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  359.    Bottles,  n.e.i.,  Flaska,  and  Jars, 
empty,  including  packing;  measuring  outside  tbe 
'  packt^e   as  imported  : — 

(A)  From  one  dr&m  up  to  and  including 

ID  ozs.  of  Suid  capacity,  per  cubic 
foot  (General  Tariff),  as.;  (United 
Kingdom),  ts.  qd. 

(B)  Over  10  ozs.  of  6uid  capacity,  per  cubic 

foot  (General  Tariff),  is.  id. ;  (United 
Kingdom),  is. 

(C)  Wine,  Beer,  Spirit,  and  Aerated  Water 

Bottles,    per    cubic    foot  (General 
Tariff),  lod. ;  (United  Kingdom),  Qd. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [6.14]. — In  respect  of  this  item 
we  have  one  of  the  most  severe  increases 
of  duty  that  has  been  levied  under  this 
Tariff.  The  impost  upon  bottles  of  more 
than  10  OSS.  of  fluid  capacity,  has  been 
raised  from  20  per  cent,  under  the  old 
Tariff,  and  from  10  per  cent,  in  the  case 
of  wine  and  b^r  bottles,  to  at  least  100 
and  150  per  cent,  in  certain  instances. 
These  are  most  extraordinary  increases. 
Yet  we  know  that  under  the  operation  of 
the  old  Tariff  the  bottle-making  industry 
was  flourishing  and  expanding.  The  rate 
which  formerly  obtained,  added  to  freight 


and  other  charges,  represoited  a  natural 
protection  to  the  industry  of  from  60  to 
80  per  cent.  Let  me  ipoint  out  to  the  Com- 
mittee the  effect  of  freight  and  charges.  The 
New  South  Wales  Wine  and  Spirit  Associa- 
tion has  furnished  some  figures  showing 
that  the  H«ne  c(wt  of  black  wine  bottles 
is  los.  per  gross,  and  that,  under  the  pre- 
sent duty,  the  landed  cost  with  all 
charges  in  Sydney  is  35s.  per  gross, 
being  an  increase  of  250  per  cent, 
on  the  Home  cost.  The  landed  cost 
of  the  same  description  of  bottles  at  Fre- 
mantle  is  385.  per  gross,  being  an  increase 
of  280  per  cent,  on  the  Home  cost;  while 
at  Hobart  it  i&  40s.  per  gross,  being  an  in- 
crease of  300  per  cent,  on  the  Hcane  cost. 

Mr.  Watson. — In  Sydney  perscsis  can 
get  bottles  made  for  ever  so  much  less  than 
J5S-  per  gross. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  Tbe 
figures  I  have  given  illustrate  tbe  effect  of 
the  new  duty,  which  duty,  I  may  say,  works 
out  at  about  100  per  cent,  on  the  value  of 
the  bottles. 

Mr.  Watson. — What  is  the  landed  cost 
of  the  bottles  independent  of  the  duty  ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  ha\'e 
not  worked  that  out. 

Mr.  Watson. — ft  is  most  important  to 
know  that. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  hon- 
orable member  can  easily  calculate  that  for 
himself,  as  the  fixed  duty  on  the  bottles 
is  equivalent  to  about  loo  per  cent,  ad  val- 
orem. 

Mr.  Hans  Ikvine. — About  no  per  cent, 
is  the  cost  of  bringing  the  bottles  to  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— As  the 
•duty  on  the  bottles  is  lod.  per  cubic  foot, 
and  the  Home  price  of  than  is  rod.  per 
dozen,  a  dozen  bottles  go  to  the  cubic  foot. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  think  that  the  landed 
cost  runs  from  18s.  to  jQi  per  gross. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  hon- 
orable member  for  Grampians '  has  inter- 
jected that  no  per  cent,  is  the  cost  of 
bringing  out  the  bottles,  and  if  we  take  the 
Home  cost  at  los.  per  gross,  the  landed 
cost  will  be  about  21s.  Under  the  old 
Tariff,  including  all  charges,  a  i»otection 
including  charges  of  from  60  to  100 
per  cent.,  according  to  the  class  of  the 
bottle,  was  given  to  the  bottlemakers 
But  under  the  new  Tariff  the  pro- 
tection is  increased  by  three  times  on 
some  items,  and  by  more  than  three 
times  on  some  items.  Surely-^that  isinot  a 
reasonable  duty  <  Di^c^donJ^^Q^^^^Cever 
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claimed  such  gigantic  protection.  No  one 
has  ever  claimed  a  duty  of  100  per  cent, 
on  the  Home  cost,  when  the  article  was  a 
small  (Mie  which  would  not  occupy  much 
space.  In  the  case  of  bulky  goods  like 
bottles  it  costs  an  enormous  amount  in  pro- 
pf»tion  to  cost  to  [votect  them  from  break- 
age and  to  import  them.  Is  it  right  to  levy 
an  enormous  tax  on  an  article  of  that  sort  ? 

Mr.  Watson. — Hitherto  an  enormous 
proportiwi  of  the  bottles  have  been  brought 
out  full. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  hon- 
orable member  is  raising  another  question, 
with  which  we  shall  have  lo  deal  after- 
wards. I  do  n<A  think  that  there  is  very 
much  in  his  observation. 

Mr.  Watson. ^ — It  is  a  very  large  item. 
Under  the  old  Tariff  bottles  came  in  free. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— In. some 
cases  that  assisted  otfier  manufacturers. 

Mr.  Watson. — But  that  did  not  do  much 
for  the  bottle-makers. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  The 
bottle-makers  are  doing  very  well  for  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  Watson. — No;  some  of  them  are 
doing  no  good  at  all. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— As  in 
every  other  calling,  there  will  be  differences 
in  the  results,  but  the  more  important 
bottle  works  are  dcung  very  well. 

Mr.  Watson. — In  both  Sydney  and  Mel- 
bourne a  number  of  persons  have  gone 
down  in  the  b(^tie-making  industry. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Yes,  and 
in  every  otho'  industry,  but  surely  it  is  not 
prc^xtsed  to  levy  enormous  duties  merely 
to  prevent  scxne  pn^ons  from  being  unsuc- 
cessful in  a  calling  in  whkh  others  are 
successful.  What  we  have  to  consider  is 
not  so  much  the  firms  who  are  engaged  in 
the  trade  as  whether  the  proposed  duty  is 
reasonable  and  for  the  good  of  the  people. 
I  cannot  see  how  enormous  duties  can  be 
for  their  good.  I  also  have  sc«ne  figures 
relating  to  some  shipments  of  bottles 
which,  under  the  old  Tariff,  came  in  at  a 
total  duty  of  £16  I  OS.,  but  which,  under 
the  new' Tariff,  would  cane  in  at  a  total 
duty  of  jC^^S-  Of  course,  those  figures 
refer  to  <xily  special  cases.  The  other 
figures  I  quoted  related  to  a  large  import 
of  the  ordinary  black  wine  bottles  and 
bottles  of  a  similar  size,  such  as  beer 
bottles.  In  additiwi  to  that,  we  have  to 
remember  that  this  item  covts  no^  only 
bottles,  but  also  flasks  and  On  pre- 


serving  jars,  which  are  largely  used  here, 
the  duty  amounts  to  fmn  60  to  80  per 
cent. 

Mr.  Watson. — Jars  are  made  in  Aus- 
tralia, too. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If  pre- 
serving jars  were  made  largely  under  the 
old  Tariff,  as  I  believe  they  were,  there 
seems  to  be  no  pocasion  for  the  enormous 
increase  of  duty  which  is  proposed.  Then 
let  us  take  small  jars,  such  as  meat  extract 
jars.  On  an  invoice  value  of  ^^103  8s. 
3d.,  the  old  duty  of  20  per  cent,  amounted 
to  £,20  16%.  id.,  and  on  an  invoice  value 
of  £.11$  4S.  4d.,  the  new  duty  has 
amounted  to  £$6  los.  4d.,  showing  an  in- 
crease of  over  200  per  cent.  Again,  take 
an  invoice  of  ginger-beer  bottles.  Under 
the  old  Tariff  the  duty  was  ^£49  los.,  but 
under  the  new  Tariff  it  is  £ito.  What 
a  gigantic  increase  that  is  I  I  ask  the 
Treasurer  if  he  is  wedded  to  these  eiior- 
mous  duties.  Surely  such  duties,  which 
have  not  been  asked  for  cm  any  other 
items,  are  not  intended  to  be  main- 
tained? A  protection  of  from  250  to  300 
per  cent,  on  bottles — which  are  subject 
to  a  duty  equal  to  100  per  cent. — is  surely 
too  gigantic  a  tax  to  levy  cm  articles  which 
are  used  lai^Iy  in  a  great  many  of  our 
industries. 

Sir  Wiixiak  Lyne. — ^But  the  honorable 
member  must  not  forget  the  bottle-makers. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am  not 
forgetting  the  bottle-makers.  I  have 
pointed  out  that  under  the  old  duty  the 
larger  bottle-works  were  exceedingly  active 
and  increasing  their  trade.  I  do  not  say 
that  every  bottle-maker  was  doing  well, 
but  the  trade  itself  was  growing,  and  the 
annual  reduction  in  the  number  of  imported 
bottles  was  affording  an  opportunity  for  a 
considerable  increase  in  local  business.  I 
cannot  see  from  that  aspect  that  there  was 
any  necessity  to  increase  the  old  duty.  If 
we  retain  this  enormous  duty  on  jars,  it 
will  handicap  our  meat  extract  makers  in 
the  markets  of  the  world. 

Sir  William  Lvke.— Why  do  we  not 
make  the  jars  here? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— There  is 
no  doubt  that  if  the  importer  whose  in- 
voice I  nuoted  just  now  could  get  the  jars 
cheaper  locally,  he  would  do  so.  No  man 
imports  an  article  for  mere  amusement. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— A  great  many  of 
them  do. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.~A  manu- 
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to  pack  his  goods;  he  will  not  give  any 
preference  in  price  unless  there  is  a 
superiority  in  quality.  I  do  not  know  that 
anv  one  has  ever  attempted  to  make  meat 
extract  jars  here,  or  that  it  would  pay  any 
one  to  do  so.  Bii^  the  effect  of  this  enor- 
mous duty  is  to  handicap  the  exporter  of 
meat  extract  in  competition  with  other 
countries.  I  hope  that  the  Minister  will 
reconsider  the  duties  embraced  in  this 
item.  At  the  {vesent  moment,  I  shall  not 
move  a  reduction  in  the  duty,  on  bottles, 
but  personally  I  should  prefer  to  retain 
the  old  dutv  of  20  per  cent. 

Sir  Wri  r  lAM  Lyne. — No. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  do  not 
know  that  any  reason  has  been  given  for 
increasing  the  old  duty.  I  point  out  to 
the  honorable  gentleman  that  measurement 
duties  are  verv  obiectionable.  Under  the 
old  Victorian  Tariff,  they  were  found  ob- 
jecfionable,  and  I  think  abandoned.  Un< 
der  this  system  it  is  all  a  qnesticm  of  what 
space  articles  can  be  packed  inta  In 
many  instances,  it  cranpels  persons  to 
udopt  a  certain  shape  of  article,  when  they 
would  rather  use  another  shape.  Ther 
have  to  adopt  a  shape  which  will  allow 
the  article  to  be  packed  closely.  Measure- 
ment duties  are  absolutely  (^jectionable, 
especially  on  lines  like  bottles,  and  what- 
ever dutv  we  may  decide  upon  I  urge  the 
Treasurer  to  abandcm  them. 

Sitting  suspended  from  6.30  io  ■^.45  p.m. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [7.45].— I  de- 
sire to  test  the  feeling  of  the  Committee  on 
the  question  of  whether  the  duty  should 
be  calculated  on  ad  valorem  basis  or  at 
so  mu'-h  per  cuImc  foot.  I  shall  do  that  bv 
movinf?  to  strike  out  the  words  "per  cubic 
foot."  The  Committee  can  afterwards  de- 
termine upon  the  rate  of  duty  if  the  amend- 
ment be  agreed  to-  I  may  mention,  how- 
ever, that  I  am  inclined  to  support  duties 
of  25  i>tT  rent,  and  20  per  cent.,  though 
I  helieve  there  is  a  consensus  of  opinion  in 
favour  of  30  per  cent,  and  35  per  cent. 
1  intend  to  move- 
That  the  words  "  per  cubic  foot."  paragraph  A, 
b«  left  out. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [7.47]. — I  had  intended  to  move  an 
amendment  on  the  same  lines  as  that  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Grey.  I  admit 
that  the  proposed  duty  is  high,  and  so  far 
as  I  can  judge,  it  is  not  likely  to  be  passed 
by  the  Committee  in  its  present  ioxm.  But 
I  think  that  duties  <rf  30  per  cent,  and  35 


per  cent,  would  be  rather  low.  I  had  in- 
tended to  propose  that  the  duties  should 
be  40  per  cent,  and  35  per  cent. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — I  think  that  30  per 
cent,  and  25  per  cent,  would  be  reas(Miable. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— My  informaaon 
is  that  those  duties  would  provoke  great 
complaints  from  those  in  the  bottle  trade. 
But  the  honorable  member  for  Grampians 
knows  a  good  deal  about  the  subject,  and 
I  should  like  to  hear  his  <^inion.  I  know 
that  he  imports  and  exports  bottles,  and  I 
shall  not  move  an  am«idment  tmtil  I  have 
heard  what  he  has  to  say. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — If  the  Minister 
moves  that  the  duty  be  30  per  cent,  and  25 
per  cent,  we  will  support  him. 

Mr.  Mathews. — I  hope  that  the  Minister 
will  not  agree  to  duties  so  low  as  that. 
'I  hev  would  be  useless. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.— I  had  intended 
to  move  the  item  in  the  form  of  two  para- 
graphs— paragraph  a  relating  to  bottles 
n.e.i..  flasks,  and  jars,  en^My,  ad  valorem, 
40  per  cent  and  35  per  cent. ;  paragri^h 
B,  wine,  beer,  spirit,  and  aerated  water 
bottles,  empty,  30  per  cent,  and  25  per 
cent.  As  I  gather,  it  is  desirable  that  there 
should  be  a  Uttle  differentiatton. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Those  duties  would 
wii>e  out  the  beer  bottle  trade. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— In  the  mean- 
time, I  ask  the  honorable  member  for 
Grampians,  who  knows  all  about  this  sub- 
ject, to  tell  us  what  he  thinks. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE  (Grampians) 
[7.51]. — I  may  be  supposed  to  speak  more 
or  less  as  one  who  is  interested  in  this  mat- 
ter, though  my  interests  will  not  be  allowed 
to  influence  my  vote  in  this  House.  I  shall 
deal  with  the  subject  on  general  lines,  from 
the  point  of  view  trf  what  I  consider  to  be 
the  interests  of  Australia  and  Australian 
industries.  I  think  that  a  heavy  tax 
upon  bottles  is  oppressive  both  to  the 
primary  producer  and  the  consumer.  The 
old  duties  of  10  and  20  per  csnU,  when 
freight  and  charges  were  taken  into  con- 
sideration, amounted  to  a  protection  of  no 
per  cent.  I  have  documentary  evidence  in 
my  possession  which  I  am  prepased  to 
st^nit  to  the  Treasurer  for  his  -pvusal, 
and  which  will  show  that  my  statement  is 
correct. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Has  the  hotKxable 
member  original  invoices  with  him? 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE.— Yes.  I  think 
that  duties  of  30  per  cent,  and  25  per  cent, 
would  aiford  a  large  measure  <^  pcotectioa 
to  the  bottle  tradeJJigitized  byV^jOOglC 
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Sir  William  Lyne. — Alt  round? 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE.— Yes;  I  think 
that  those  duties  should  be  applied  all 
round.  Quantities  of  goods  wfaidi  are  put 
into  small  phials  nre  sold  at  3d.,  46.,  and 
6d.  per  bottle  retail.  Those  who  use  them 
are  lately  country  people,  who  ought  not 
to  be  taxed  excessively  far  the  benefit  of 
industries  in  the  large  capitals,  and  to  the 
detriment  of  the  jwimary  producer  and  con- 
sumer all  over  Australia. 

Mr.  Watson. — Would  the  honorable 
member  allow  full  bottles  to  come  in  free? 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE.— Certainly,  con- 
lidering  that  the  products  whidi  they  coa- 
tain  are  heavily  taxed.  I  have  before  me 
in%'oices  nhidi  I  think  should  be  sufficient 
to  convince  the  late  leader  of  the  Labour 
Party  that  my  contention  is  correct. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  remind  the  hon- 
oraUe  member  that  the  question  of  dealing 
with  full  bottles  will  be  dealt  with  under 
the  next  item. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE.— A  case  in  point 
came  under  my  notice  within  the  last  two 
or  three  weeks.      I  will  quote  the  figures. 
Fifteen  cases  of  Burke's  stout,  pints,  each 
case  containing  8  dozen,  were  imported. 
Stout,  as  honorable  members  know,  is  Mily 
made  in  qualities  which  are  in  great  repute 
at  one  place,  namely,  Dublm.   The  duty 
and  charges  paid  under  the  old  Tariff 
would  have  beoi  £9  7s.    The  extra  duty 
collected  under  the  new  Tariff  was  £4  los. 
That  is  to  say,  j£i2  17s.  was  paid  on 
fifteen  cases  of  pints.      The  Treasurer 
knows  as  well   as  I   do  that   stout  is 
e^)eci al ly   recommended  by   the  medical 
faculty  for  the  use  of  sick  people,  and  it  is 
a  necessary  article  of  consumpjion  in  many 
such  cases.     He  will  surely  recognise  that 
an  extra  chaise  of  £4.  los.  on  fifteen  cases 
of  pints  is  not  fair. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  bottles  are  quite 
good  for  use  after  thev  are  washed  out. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE.— And  thev  should 
be  used.  I  have  here  an  invcnce  from  one 
of  the  largest  firms  in  Great  Britain,  Jor- 
gensen  and  Jorgensen  Limited.  It  is  a 
Swedish  firm,  having  establishments  in  seve- 
ral places ;  its  London  headquarters  are 
situated  in  St.  Mary's  Axe,  London,  E.C. 
I  have  another  statement  before  me  for  578 
gross  and  3  dozen  bottles,  including  pints 
and  quarts,  clarets  and  black  wines.  The 
cost  f.o.b._  London  was  ^299  19s.  8d.  The 
old  duty  at  10  per  cent,  being  ^£40  18s.  lod., 
the  freight  and  other  charges  would  bring 
the  total  cost  up  to  ^^364  9s.  id.  Surely 
[245]— 2 


to  goodness  those  figures  indicate  a  suf- 
ficiently heavy  protection.  Under  the  pro- 
posed duty  the  same  shipment,  5,796  cubic 
feet,  at  lod.  per  cubic  foot,  would  cost 
;^24i  los.  On  the  top  of  that  have  to  be 
added  freight  and  other  charges,  bring- 
ing the  total  cost  up  to  ^^565  os.  3d.,  which 
is  215  per  cent.  I  do  not  think  that  any 
one  wants  tlie  people  of  this  countrv  to  pav 
215  per  cent,  on  bottles.  I  want  as  murh 
as  any  one  can  do  to  secure  effective  pro- 
tection, because  I  believe  in  the  establish- 
ment of  Australian  industries  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  Australia,  But 
I  do  not  wish  to  penalize  the  primary  pro- 
ducer or  consumer  to  such  an  extent  as  is 
now  proposed.  Our  policy  should  be 
rather  to  induce  people  to  settle  in  the 
country  instead  of  attracting  them  into  the 
large  centres. 

Mr.  Mathews. — People  cannot  get  on  to 
the  land  if  they  want  to. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE.— The  honorable 
member  talks  without  sufficient  information. 
He  can  get  land  anywha«  if  he  is  pre- 
pared to  pay  fat  it.  I  am  prepared  to 
indicate  where  land  is  to  be  obtained  if 
people  want  it.  but  not  if  thev  want  it  for 
notching.  Some  people  want  to  get  land 
but  do  not  want  to  work  for  it.  I  am 
quite  willing  to  submit  the  documents  from 
which  I  have  quoted  to  the  Treasurer,  in 
order  that  he  may  see  for  himself  that  what 
I  have  stated  is  reasonable.  I  consider 
that  duties  of  .^o  per  cent,  and  25  per  cent. 
ad  valorem  all  round  ought  to  be  quite 
sufficient.  No  one  can  challenge  the 
figures  which  I  have  quoted,  and  which 
show  a  protection  of  215  per  cent, 
on  a  shipment  of  bottles  landed  here. 
I  believe  in  the  Australians  making  their 
own  bottles,  but  a  protection  of  215  per 
cent,  is  altogether  too  high.  If  we  im- 
•pose  duties  of  30  and  25  per  cent.,  givinR 
the  British  manufacturers  a  preference  of  s 
per  cent.,  we  shall  deal  very  liberallv  with 
the  local  industry. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — ^Would  the  honor- 
able member  impose  those  rates  of  duty  on 
both  full  and  empty  bottles? 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE.— I  think  that  full 
bottles  should  be  admitted  free,  because, 
although  it  is  said  that  our  manufacturers 
can  make  anv  kind  of  bottle,  it  is  not  fo. 
On  the  Continent  of  Europe,  and  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  large  factories  confine 
themselves  to  the  making  of  special  bottles. 
One  factory  will  makefftagtM5*la;iother 
black  wine  or  bK^fcfe^HirfHlg^feiotlier 
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amber    glass    bottles,    another  medicine 
bottles,  another  patent  bottles,  and  so  on. 
We  have  a  great  deal  to  learn  in  connexion 
with  bottle  maJcing.      There  are  secrets 
which  have  been  handed  down  from  gene- 
ration to  generation  of  makers  in  Germany, 
France,  and  England.    France  is  the  only 
country  in  the  world  where  they  can  make 
a  first-class  champagne  bottle,  capable  of 
standing  high  pressure.   They  make  a  good 
bottle  in  Germany,  but  the  German  bottle 
will  not  compare  with  the  French  bottle. 
Neither   will   the   English  bottle.  The 
French  champagne  pint  bottle  will  stand 
a  pressure  of  from  160  to  170  lbs.  to  the 
square  inch.     The   art   of   making  such 
bottles  is  not  to  be  learned  in  a  year  or 
two.     Only  years  of  experimenting  will 
produce  bottles  like  those.  The  best  French 
champagne  quart  bottles  will  stand  a  pres- 
sure of  from  120  to  130  lbs.  to  the  square 
inch,  whilst  most  other   bottles   will  not 
stand  a  pressure  of  more  than  about  40  lbs. 
to  the  square  inch.    While  I  would  give 
encouragement  to  the  local  bottle-making 
industry,  I  ^all  not  vote  for  the  prtAibi- 
tion  of  importations,  which  is  practically 
what  the  Government  prc^iosal  m^'ans,  the 
duties  proposed  being   in  some  instances 
equivalent  to  ad  valorem   rates  of  nearly 
400  per  cent,  on  some  kinds  of  bottles. 
I  could  deal  with  this  matter  at  greater 
length,  but    I    shall    not   do   so,  unless 
I  find  it  to  be  necessary  to  make  a  second 
speech,  because  we  all  want  to  make  pro- 
gress with  the  Tariff. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [8.5].— 
We  all  wish  to  get  on,  but  it  will  not  be 
well  to  progress  at  the  apense  of  efficiency, 
or  by  slurring  over  our  work.  I  am  sorry 
that  the  glass-bottle  industry  has  not  more 
friends  and  sympathizers  in  this  Chamber. 
I  wish  that  some  of  the  local  manufac- 
turers and  workers  who  gave  evidence  be- 
fore the  Tariff  Commissimi  could  speak  on- 
their  own  behalf,  as  the  hcmorable  member 
for  Grampians  has  spoken,  so  that  we 
mi^lit  hear  both  sides. 

Mr.  Glynn. — The  honorable  member  for 
Grampians  was  not  speaking  only  on  his 
own  behalf. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— He  admitted  that 
he  is  interested  in  this  matter.  If  both 
sides  were  heard,  honorable  members  would 
take  a  broader  and  more  sympathetic  view 
of  the  industry.  Probably  thev  have  not 
found  time  to  read  the  evidence  taken  by 
the  Commission,  because  it  is  very  volu- 
minous, and  the  work  of  going  through  it 
is  very  tedious.     Had  they  read  it,  they 


would  not  deal  with  these  proposals  in  a 
cavalier  spirit,  and,  to  save  time,  agree  to 
wholesale  reductiwis  of  duties.  Some- 
thing like  ^^150,000  is  invested  in  bottle 
works  in  Australia,  upwards  of  ^60,000 
being    sunk    in    the    Melbourne  bottle 
woru,     while    £35,000    is    sunk  in 
bottle  works  in  New  South  Wales,  and 
there  are  other  bottle  wotIcs  in  South 
Australia.     It  was  from  South  Australia 
that  the  request  fw  a  substantial  increase 
of  the  duty  on  bottles  came.   Mr.  Hughes, 
the  pioneer  bottle  manufacturer   of  that 
State,  pointed  out  that,  under   the  old 
Tariff,  his  output  was  reduced,  and  he  was 
not  able  to  keep  his  hands  fully  employed, 
so  that  scwne  of  his  men  were  without  work 
for  a  considerable  part  of  the  year.  He 
and  other   manufacturers   stnmgly  advo- 
cated fixed  rates ;  first,  because  these  had 
operated  very  successfully  in  Victoria,  and, 
secondly,  because  they  make  it  impossible 
for  importers  to  deceive  the  Customs  au- 
thorities by  presenting  incorrect  invoioes. 
We  were  informed  that  the  Customs  autho- 
rities prefer  the  measurement  system  to  a 
duty  of  so  much  for  a  certain  number  of 
bottles.     Notwithstanding  the  up-to-date 
equipment  of  the  Melbourne  Bottle  Works, 
the   proprietors   cannot   a»npete  against 
many  of  the  imported  bottles.    Their  pre- 
sent machinery  has  enabled  them  to  reduce 
prices ;  but  now  further  reducti<Mis  are  im- 
ix)ssible,  and  Mr.  McKeilage  informed  the 
Tariff  Conmission  that,  even  if  the  higher 
rates  of  duty  which  he   suggested  were 
agreed  to  it  would  take  some  years  foe  the 
company  to  get  back  its  outlay.    In  New 
South  Wales  we  learned  of  the  market 
being  swamped  by  the  importatim  of  cheap 
bottles  made  in  China,  Japan,  and  Ger- 
many.   I  would  like  honorable  members — 
particularly  those  belwiging  to  the  Labour 
Party — to  listen  to  this  pathetic  story  of 
a  Sydney  glassblower.      It  is  given  on 
page  559  of  the  reports  and  recommenda- 
tions of  the   protectionist   section.  Mr. 
Scott,  the  glassblower   in  question,  told 
us — 

The  reason  I  have  been  sent  before  you  is  to 
explain  what  effect  the  foreign  competition  has 
had  upon  us.  For  instance,  the  factories  have 
had  to  close  down  for  want  of  work  some  two 
and  three  and  a  half  months  at  a  time,  and 
we  have  had  first-class  tradesmen  nearly  starv- 
ing for  the  want  of  employment.  They  have 
not  been  able  to  get  work  two  months 
out  of  the  twelve.  In  July.  1003,  we  made 
an  agreement  with  the  manufacturers  to  have 
a  certain  price  for  making  bottles,  and  had  it 
filed  under  the  ArbttratioiY'~Act  ^adl  made  m. 
common  mle.    It  l^ttil»'^fittr^a~'IW^n»-oiODthi 
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after  that  the  manufacturen  asked  us  to  accept 
■5  pex  cent,  reduction  in  wages,  or  they  would 
luTe  to  close  their  factories  down.  The  reason 
for  asking  for  this  reduction  was  that 
they  ootild  not  compete  with  the  foreign 
trade.  Twelve  months  after  accepting  the  15 
per  cent,  reduction,  men  were  out  of  work 
from  twelve  to  fourteen  weeks.      Before  the 

iapanese  and  Genoans  interfered  with  the  trade 
ere  we  could  earn  between  14s.  to  17s.  a  day. 

That  was  prior  to  the  reduction  of  wages. 
This  appeal  is  indorsed  by  the  manufac- 
turers, who  have  a  large  amount  of  capital 
invested,  and  by  their  employes,  who  have 
ocmsented  even  to  the  reduction  of  wages 
to  enable  the  manufacturers  to  continue 
their  competition  with  foreign  importations, 
in  the  hope  that  relief  would  be  granted 
by  the  amenBment  of  the  Commonwealth 
Tariff.  This  scheme  of  fixed  duties  is 
based  on  suggesticsis  made  in  South  Aus- 
tralia, Victoria,  and  New  South  Wales. 
The  rates  rec<xnmended  are  lower  than 
were  asked  for  by  the  men  concerned.  The 
Minister  suggests  that  ad  valorem  rates 
should  be  substituted  fen:  them. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — That  was  suggested 
before  I  said  anything  about  the  matter. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  have  nothing  to 
gain  by  pleading  the  cause  of  this  industry  ; 
but  I  desire  to  put  honorable  members  on 
the  track  of  information.  The  fixed  duties 
proposed  are  equival«it  in  some  cases  to 
an  ad  valorem  rate  of  50  or  60  per  cent. ; 
but  the  Tariff  Commission  was  told  that 
high  rates  are  absolutely  necessary  to  en- 
able the  local  bottle  manufacturers  to  com- 
pete against  foreign  importaticms.  If  hon- 
orable mem'bers  prefer  ad  valorem  to  fixed 
rates,  by  all  means  let  them  adopt  them; 
but  whatever  rates  are  agreed  upon  should 
give  effective  protection  to  the  local  indus- 
try. A  mere  noninal  increase  of  the  present 
duties  would  be  useless.  If  we  are  to  have 
ad  valorem  rates,  they  should  not  be  lower 
than  40  and  35  per  cent.  I  h<^  that  the 
Minister  will  stand  by  fiis  proposition, 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[8.14]. — The  manufacture  of  bottles  should 

five  w(wk  to  thousands  of  men  in  Australia, 
ince  the  Tariff  Commission  made  its  in- 
quiries, the  amount  of  capital  invested  in 
bottle  works  has  been  oMisiderably  in< 
creased. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — About  ;^ioo,ooo  is  in- 
vested in  the  industry. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— More  than  that. 
The  Brisbane  Bottle  Works,  which  have 
been  constructed  because  of  the  prospect 
of  higher  duties,  have  cost  ;£2o,ooo.  In 


New  South  Wales  there  are  seven  bottle 
making  factories — those  of  Messrs.  Ross 
and  Vance,  J.  Maddem,  Ross  Brothers, 
Z.  Smart,  the  Co-operative  Glass  Works, 
the  Federal  Glass  Works,  and  the  Sydney 
Glass  Bottle  Worts.  In  Victoria,  there  are 
the  Austral  Bottle  Works,  Sanderson  Bro- 
thers' factory,  Carr  and  Company's  fac- 
tory, Knott  Brothers'  factory,  the  Mel- 
bourne Glass  Bottle  Company's  works, 
and  their  branch  at  Fort  Melbourne. 
In  South  Australia  we  have  the  Adelaide 
Glass  Bottle  Works,  and  the  works  of 
Messrs.  F.  B.  Hughes  and  Messrs.  Jdin- 
stone  and  Lange;  in  Queensland  we  have 
the  newly  established  Brisbane  Bottle 
Works;  whilst  in  Western  Australia  we 
have  Messrs.  Curtis  and  Croft,  carrying 
on  business  in  Perth.  At  the  present,  time, 
there  are  about  2,500  hands  engaged  in  the 
industry,  which,  if  reasoiablv  encouraged, 
would  give  employment  to  three  or  four 
times  that  number  and  provide  a  sound  in- 
vestment for  Australian  capital.  I  am  not 
deeply  concerned  about  the  investment  of 
capital ;  but  I  sympathize  with  the  men  en- 
gaged in  this  industry,  which  I  think  is 
necessary  to  the  Commonwealth.  Surely  it 
should  be  our  desire  that  the  workers  en- 
gaged in  it  shall  be  well  paid.  They 
carry  on  their  labours  under  peculiarly 
trying  conditiws,  sitting  by  a  fire  all  day 
long  and  exposed  to  greater  heat  than  are 
the  men  employed  in  iron  works. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Surely  a  duty  of  35  per 
cent,  should  allow  a  margin  wide  enough 
to  enable  them  to  receive  a  fair  wage. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— In  respect  of  some 
manufactures  a  duty  of  300  per  cent, 
would  not  be  sufiicient  to  enable  us  to  cope 
with  the  poorly-paid  labour  of  other  coun- 
tries. The  honorable  member  for  Gram- 
pians has  dealt  with  the  f.o.b.  price  of 
certain  imported  bottles. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — The  honorable 
member  knows  that  my  statement  is  correct. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  admit  its  correct- 
ness. The  f.ab.  price  of  impOTted  beer 
bottles  is  less  than  the  cost  of  the  labour 
of  those  engaged  in  producing  them  in 
Australia,  yet  it  cannot  be  said  that  the 
wages  paid  here  are  very  high. 

Mr.  Johnson.— Are  not  the  consumers 
to  be  considered  ? 

Mr.  MATHEWS. — A  circular,  issued  on 
behalf  of  the  liquor  trade,  contains  a  state- 
ment that  local  bottle  manufacture!^  will 
raise  their  prices  to  exortntant  rates  if  the 
Government  proposal  bf~*  ^(^tetk  In 
reply  to  that  slafliaigfit,^vfTtWMaAfeit  out 
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that  the  Melbourne  Bottle  Works  has  en- 
tered into  a  contract  with  the  Association 
of  Bottlers  in  South  Australia  for  the 
supply  of  their  requirements  for  five  years 
at  the  present  ruling  rate. 

Mrl  Johnson. — The  intentions  of  the 
manufacturers  are  always  good,  but  their 
performances  are  not  always  up  to  them. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— A  firm  like  this  has 
interests  in  all  parts  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  when  it  enters  into  a  contract  we  may 
rest  assured  that  it  will  carry  it  out  I 
do  not  expect  to  be  able  to  make  any  im- 
pression upcm  the  honorable  member  for 
Lang,  who  consistently  adheres  to  his  elec- 
tion pledges,  for  I  know  that  if  "he  yielded 
to  my  appeal  he  would  break  faith  with 
his  cmstituents.    2  am  directing  my  appeal 
more .  particularly  to  those  protectionists 
who  may  be  inclined  to  think  that  this  in- 
dustiy  is  not  likely  to  expand,  and  is  so 
small  as  to  be  unworthy  of  consideration. 
It  may  be  said  that  it  cannot  be  compared 
with  any  of  the  great  manufacturing  indus- 
tries of  Australia ;  but  I  think  we  should 
all  recognise  that  it  is  very  necessary  that 
we  should  have   bottle   works,  and  that 
those  engaged  in  them  should  receive  rea- 
sonable remuner.ition. .  Surely  when  I,  as 
a  Labour  man,  am  prepared  to  concede  that 
every  investor  has  a  right  to  secure  a  fair 
return  on  his  capital,  the  representatives 
of  the  wealthier  classes  will  be  ready  to 
admit  the  reasonableness  of  my  claim  that 
we  should  so  protect  the  industry  as  to 
enjd>le  fair  wages  to  be  paid.    I  do  not 
ask  that    the   manufacturers   should  be 
assisted    to    amass    large    fortunes.  I 
merely  say  that  thev  should  be  so  pro- 
tected that  they  will  be  able  to  compete 
to  some   extent   against    fcM^gn  bottle- 
makers.     It  is  true  that  the  manufacture 
of  some  classes  of  bottles  is  scarcely  worth 
protecting;   but  we  ought  to  be  prepared 
to  assist  those  engaged  in  making  bottles 
that  are  in  general  use.     The  honorable 
member  for  Grampians,  who  has  dealt  with 
this  question  from  the  stand-point  of  the 
users  of  bottles,  was  quite  justified  in  the 
position  that  be  took  up,  and  although  he 
is  an  interested  party,  I  am  sure  he  would 
honestly  state  what  he  believed  to  be  a 
fair  duty.     But  we  have  no  more  right 
To  doubt  the  evidence  of  the  manufacturer 
than  we  have  to  disbelieve  his  statements ; 
and  I  appeal  to  the  Committee  to  grant 
to  the  industry  the  fair  protection  of  more 
than  30  per  cent,  and  25  ,per  cent,  duties. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — On  top  of  a  natural 
protection  of  110  per  cent.  7 


Mr.  NfATHEWS.— We  are  constantly 

being  told  of  the  natural  protection  whicb 
sane  of  our  industries  enjoy,  but  inves- 
tigation shows  that  it  does  not  count  for 
much.  Unfortunately,  many  people  i» 
Australia  are  ever  ready  to  belittle  our 
own  productions.  I  do  not  believe  that 
this .  practice  obtains  so  largely  in  Victoria, 
as  in  scone  of  the  other  States;  but'it  is 
a  remarkable  thing  that  even  the  merits 
of  our  great  artists  are  not  recognised  until 
they  leave  Australia.  And  so  with  many 
of  our  manufactures ;  if  the  pec^le  would 
give  them  a  fair  deal  high  duties  would 
not  be  necessary.  It  is  true,  as  has  beeifc 
said,  that  certain  counties  in  England,  as 
well  as  some  continental  countries,  confine 
their  attention  to  the  production  of  a  par- 
ticular class  of  bottle,  and  since  they  thus 
specialize  they  will  always  be  able  \o  land 
their  manufactures  here  at  a  price  con- 
siderably below  the  cost  of  the  labour  in- 
volved in  producing  them  in  Australia.  I 
appeal  to  protectionists  not  to  be  1^  awa^ 
by  tl»  stat^ents  of  opponents  of  this 
proposal,  but  to  grant  substantial  protec- 
tion to  this  industry. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [8.25].— If  this 
industry  needs  encouragement,  surely  a 
moderate  duty  ought  to  be  sufficient. 
Copies  of  invoices  placed  in  my  hands 
show  that  it  enjf^s  a  natural  protection  of 
125  per  cent.,  which  ought  to  be  sufficient 
to  keep  employed  the  3»500  hands  who, 
according  to  the  hooondrfe  member  for 
Melbourne  Forts,  are  now  engaged  in  it. 
I  think  that  the  dutv  proposed  in  the  first 
Federal  Tariff  was  only  20  per  cent.,  and 
that  in  anticipatkHi  of  its  imposition  there 
was  a  bit  of  a  flush  in  the  bottle-making 
industry  prior  to  Federation.  I  was  asked 
at  the  time,  in  Adelaide,  to  become  a  share- 
holder in  a  corapany  which  it  was  said 
would  cnrrv  on  operations  in  New  South 
Wales,  and  make  large  pn^ts  under  » 
duty  of  20  per  cent,  or  25  per  cent  Some 
capital  was  invested  in  the  enterprise,  and 
if  it  is  thriving  I  fail  to  see  why  we  should 
increase  the  duty.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
it  is  not,  it  is  about  time — seeing  that  it 
has  enjoyed  the  protection  of  a  duty  of 
20  per  cent.,  in  addition  to  the  natural 
protection  of  1 23  per  ocnt. — that  we 
stopped  listening  to  the  appeals  of  mendi- 
cant industries.  I  merely  mention  this 
matter  because  the  honorable  member  for 
Bendigo  assumed  that  the  Committee  knew 
absolutely  nothing  about  this  question,  and 
that  the  possibilities  of  the  industpf  were 
being  ignored  \sf>mis^AAxiPi^^aeA  for 
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moderate  duties.  Various  industries  will 
te  affected  by  these  duties.    The  chemists 

<XHi)ptain  of  them,  and  the  liodsed  vic- 
tuallers have  brought  ftnward  a  joint  re- 
monstrance with  an  elaboration  and 
conclusiveness  that  is  almost  exceptional. 

Sir  John  Qxjick. — So  that  there  is  a 
j-egular  combination  against  the  bottle- 
roaking  industry. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— 'We  axe  oonstantly  hear- 
ing invidious  aigumotts  of  that  desciip* 
tion.  Even  the  honorabU  member,  fail 
as  he  is,  when  he  rose  to  deal  with  this 
questitui,  OMild  not  rid  himself  of  the 
atmosphere  in  which  he  seems  to  have 
moved  as  a  member  of  the  Tariff  Commis- 
-ston.  Although  the  hcHiorable  member  for 
Gram[Mans  rose  in  response  to  an  appeal 
by  the  Canmittee,  that  as  an  expert  he 
should  offer  some  explanation  of  the  effect 
of  these  duties,  the  honcnable  member  for 
Bendigo  could  not  rid  himself  of  the 
trammels  of  his  a$sodati<xis,  and  immedi- 
ately imputed  to  him  a  personal  motive. 
I. should  be  very  sorry  to  have  these  issues 
dedded  by  appeals  to  a  matter  of  pre- 
judice, but  I  wish  to  place  be&ue  the 
Conmiittee  an  illustraticm  of  the  operati(xi 
of  this  duty  which  has  been  brought  under 
my  notice.  I  have  hcnre  an  invoice  of  100 
gross  of  bottles  valued  at  ^£95,  on  which 
the  old  duty  would  have  amounted  to 
j£20  18s. ;  whereas  the  new  duty  was 
^^,6S  I  OS.  Surely  we  are  not  goin^  to 
stimulate  an  existing  industry  to  that  ex- 
tent at  the  cost  of  tfa«  aerated  water  manu- 
facturer who  has  to  import  his  bottles.  I 
have  many  other  instances  of  the  unequal 
operation  of  these  duties.  It  has  been 
pointed  out  to  me  that  while  the  duty 
amounts  to  5d.  per  case  in  respect  of 
magnums  of  champagne,  it  amounts  to 
3s.  4d.  per  case  of  half-pint  bottles  of 
champagne  used  chiefly  by  invalids.  It 
has  also  been  pointed  out  to  me  that  it 
amounts  to  5s.  per  case  of  imported  bottled 
spirits.  I  could,  if  I  wished,  give  other 
instances  from  a  synopsis  of  invoices,  and 
I  should  like  to  remind  the  Victorian  pro- 
tectionists to  whom  the  honorable  member 
for  Melbourne  Forts  has  appealed,  that 
even  the  Victorian  Conmission  in  1894  con- 
demned a  tax  uptxi  bottles. 

Mr.  Sampson. — Those  were  ante- 
diluvian days. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— Then  it  is  the  honorable, 
member  who  wishes  to  go  back  to  the  ante- 
diluvian days,  when  he  desires  that  we 
should  revert  to  the  40  per  c«it.  duties  im- 
posed before  1894. 


Six  John  Quick. — The  Victorian  Com- 
missioo  reoonmiended  a  duty  of  is.  p& 
cubic  foot. 

Mr.  GLYNN. — Referrmg  to  the  duty  on 
bottles,  which  was  a  duty  at  per  cubic  foot, 
the  Commission  said — 

This  dut]r,  of  couik,  is  euctly  equal  to  an 
additioD  lo  a  duty  00  the  goods  coataincd  in 
the  bottles.  It  is  paid  by  the  consumer  of  the 
goods,  and  is  really  a  seeond  duty  on  the  coo- 
tents. 

I  do  not  need  to  read  the  whole  of  the 
report,  but  they  wound  Up  by  saying— 

We  are  not  in  a  position  to  make  a  recom- 
mendation in  regard  to  all  bottles,  but  we  re- 
gard the  duties  on  bottles  containing  liquids 
as  a  troublesome  lax  whidi  fails  on  the  various 
coDteuts  in  on  irregular  manner,  and  we  lecom- 
mend  their  total  abolition. 

That  ought  to  be  good  enough,  although 
it  is  described  as  antediluvian  by  some  Vic- 
torian extreme  protectionists.  To  show 
how  the  present  duty  cerates,  I  can  give 
instances  from  specific  impcffts.  I  &ve 
bad  my  attention  called  to  this  fact,  that 
while  the  f.o.b.  cost  of  bottles  for  wine 
packed  in  mats  and  straw  envelopes 
amounts  to  los.,  when  they  are  cleared 
here  after  payment  of  the  duty  and 
charges,  the  total  has  gone  up  to  5s., 
a  pretty  stiff  protection,  representing  from 
125  to  130  per  cent.  Take  other  in- 
stances. Black  wines,  pints,  packed  in 
mats  and  straw  envelopes  f.ab.,  cost  per 
gross,  8s.  3d. ;  cost  when  cleared,  25s. 
In  the  case  of  Apollinaris,  half-pints, 
f.o.b.,  costs  7s. ;  the  cost  after  clearance  is 
18s.  3d.  I  do  not  wish  to  labour  this 
matter;  but  tiiese  are  facts  wtucb  do  not 
require  an  appeal  to  prejudice  in  support 
of  the  pn^xMal  made  for  a  reducdaa  oi 
the  duty. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [8.33].— I  notice 
that  honorable  members,  in  trying  to  induce 
the  Committee  to  carry  a  particular  duty, 
make  a  practice  of  over-stating  their  case 
in  regard  to  importations.  The  hcxHM'able 
mem^r  for  Bendigo  drew  a  graphic  picttire 
from  the  evidence  submitted  to  the  Tariff 
Commission  of  the  importation  of  Japanese 
bottles,  and  the  ridiculous  rates  of  wages 
paid  to  bottle-makers  in  Japan.  The  infer- 
ence sougttf  to  be  drawn  was  that,  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  importation  of  these  Japanese 
bottles,  the  local  industry  was  being 
ruined.  It  is  just  as  well  to  get  down  to 
the  actual  facts,  and  in  the  statistics  pre- 
pared by  the  Government  Statistician,  T 
find  that  of  small  bottles  of  not  more  than 
5  drams  capacity  the  imports  from  Japan 
for  last  year  represented   the  enormous 
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value  of  ^£28.  The  imports  of  bottles  of 
over  5,  and  not  exceeding  9  drams' 
capacity,  were  valued  at  ^34. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — The  honorable  member 
will  find  that  the  latter  figure  represents 
dozens,  not  pounds. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— It  is  evident  that  the 
Importations  frcnn  Japan  are  nothing  like 
what  they  were  represented  to  be  to  the 
Tariff  Commission. 

Sir  John  Quick.— I  do  not  think  that 
we  had  those  figyres  before  us. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  am  giving  the 
figures  for  1906,  and  stating  the  actual 
facts  up  to  date. 

Mr.  Crouch. — What  wages  do  bottle- 
makers  get  in  Japan  ? 

Mr.  POYNTON,— I  am  not  raising  the 
question  of  wages,  and  if  that  question  is 
raised,  surely  a  duty  of  from  100  to  120 
per  cent.,  which  is  what  my  proposal  would 
amount  to,  should  be  sufficient  for  the  local 
industry?  Under  the  old  Tariff,  bottles 
up  to  5  drams  capacity  were  free.  The 
duty  on  wine  and  beer  bottles  was  only  10 
per  cent.,  and  on  all  other  bottles,  20  per 
cent.  I  have  proposed  duties  of  30  and 
25  per  cent.,  and  when  it  is  remembered 
that  that  would  mean  an  increase  to  the 
full  extent  of  the  duty  in  the  case  of 
bottles  up  to  s  drams  capacity,  an  increase 
of  20  and  15  per  cent,  on  wine  and  beer 
bottles,  and  an  increase  of  10  and  5  per 
pent,  on  all  other  bottles,  I  feel  justified 
in  considering  that  I  am  making  an  extra- 
vagantly liberal  proposal.  But,  with  a 
view  to  avOTding  the  monstrous  proposition 
of  fixed  duties  on  these  articles,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  adhere  to  it.  I  understand  that 
the  Government  have  agreed  to  adopt  mea- 
surement duties.  With  the  object  of  mov- 
ing subsequently  that  the  duty  on  imports 
from  Great  Britain  should  be  25  pCT  cent, 
I  move — 

That  after  the  figure  "as.,"  paragraph  a, 
the  words  "  and  on  and  after  4th  December, 
i907»  ad  val.  {General  Tariff),  30  per  cent.,"  be 
inserted. 

I  think  there  is  something  in  the  crniten- 
tion  that  there  sh(Hild  be  some  small  duty 
on  bottles  imported  containing  liquids ;  but 
that  is  a  question  which  might  be  dealt 
with  when  we  are  discussing  the  duty  to 
be  imposed  on  the  contents.  The  total 
amount  paid  in  duty  on  bottles  last  vear 
was  ;^i,o86,  and  the  total  importations, 
329,000  dozen.  I  trust  the  Committee  will 
agree  to  duties  of  30  and  25  per  cent,  on 
this  line,  plus  the  natural  protection  of 
rom  80  to  120  pei*  cent.,  which  can  be 


proved  beyond  doubt  from  actual  invx)ices. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Add  the  natural  protec- 
tion to  the  duty. 

Mr.  POYNTON*.— That  would  bring 
the  duty  up  to  150  per  cent,  cm  some  of 
these  lines.  Honorable  members  talk 
of  starving  this  industry  with  the  fsrct  star- 
ing them  in  the  face  that  the  protectimi  on 
some  lines  amounts  to  150  per  cent.  I 
shall  occupy  no  more  of  the  time  of  the 
Committee  in  dealing  with  the  matter.  I 
trust  that  the  ccwnmon  sense  of  honorable 
members  will  prevent  them  from  imposing 
any  higher  duties  than  those  I  have  men- 
tioned. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Kepean)  [8.40].— I  • 
notice  from  the  reports  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
missicHi  that  this  plea  that  Japan  is  a 
serious  competitor  in  this  industry  was 
raised  by  very  many  of  the  witnesses.  The 
figures  quoted  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Grey  are  sufficient  to  show  that  the 
plea  was  not  raised  bond  fide.  There  are 
one  or  two  columns  from  which  the  honor- 
able member  did  not  quote,  and  in  order 
to  put  the  facts  completely  before  honor- 
able members,  I  should  like  to  refer  to 
them.  The  figures  will  be  found  in  the 
Trade  and  Customs  returns  for  1906,  at 
pages  54  and  55.  These  returns  show  that 
of  wine  and  beer  bottles,  out  of  a 
total  importation  amounting  in  value  to 
;^io,32i,  all  we  got  from  Japan  was  ^£14 
worth.  As  the  honorable  member  for  Grey 
has  already  shown,  of  small  bottles  of  not 
more  than  5  drams  capacity,  ^^3,812  worth 
were  imported  altogether,  and  of  that 
amount  only  ^28  worth  came  from  Japan  ; 
whilst  of  bottles  of  from  5  to  9  drams 
capacity,  in  connexion  with  which  the 
figures  are  given  in  dozens,  out  of  a  total 
importation  of  352,000,  only  34  dozen 
came  from  Japan.  In  the  circumstances, 
I  say  that  Mr.  McXeilage,  Mr.  Thompson, 
and  Mr.  Bishop,  who  gave  this  evidence 
about  the  warehouses  being  filled  with 
Japanese  bottles,,  must  have  been  misin- 
formed, or  they  wilfully  misled  the  Com- 
mission. Mr.  JfcXeilage  also  gave  evidence 
about  the  effect  of  the  duty  upcm  the  Vic- 
torian industry  from  the  time  Federatim 
was  established  up  to  1906.  His  evidence 
on  the  subject  will  be  found  in  answer  to 
questions  jSggS  g.  He  told  the  Commis- 
sion that  the  Caledonian  Bottle  Works,  and 
several  smaller  works  in  Victoria,  had 
ceased  to  exist  since  the  Feder*al  Tariff 
had  been  inaugurated.  I  find,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  fact  from  the  reports  of  the 
Chief  Inspector  of  Factories  in  Victoria/ 
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that  in  1 900,  before  Federation,  there 
were  391  males  employed  in  this  indus- 
try, at  an  average  wage  of  27s.  lod.  per 
week;  whilst  in  1906,  after  six  years  of 
Federation,  there  were  533  mates  em- 
ployed with  an  average  wage  of  30s.  8d. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Were  they  employed 
all  the  year  round  ? 

Mr.  BOWDEX.— The  report  does  not 
say  so.  The  honcwable  member  can  check 
the  figures  for  himself,  but  the  basis  of  the 
comparison  is  the  same.  There  are  other 
p(»nts  connected  with  the  industry  to  which 
I  should  like  to  refer. 

Mr.  Crouch. — What  about  the  importa- 
tion of  vinegar  bottles  fran  Japan?  If 
the  hmorable  member  will  look  at  page 
69  of  the  Trade  and  Custcxns  returns,  he 
will  find  that  £,z^9  worth  were  imported. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— Another  noteworthy 
fact  is  that  the  New  Zealand  Government 
have,  after  deliberation,  withdrawn  the 
proposed  duty  upcxi  bottles.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Grampians  emphasised  the 
fact  that  the  best  quality  of  bottles  are 
not  made  here.  Tlwre  is  only  one  com- 
pany, with  factories  in  Sydney  and  Mel- 
bourne, who  make  the  black  bottles  used 
for  beer,  wine,  and  si»rits.  Under  the  pro- 
posed duty  that  company  would  be  so 
strengthened  that  it  would  practically  have 
a  monopoly  of  the  trade.  They  are  unable 
now  to  fulfil  the  orders  that  are  placed 
with  them. 

Mr.  COON  (Batman)  [8.46].— We  must 
first  consider  the  conditions  under  which 
bottles  are  made  here  and  in  other  coun- 
tries. Witnesses  who  went  before  the 
Tariff  Commission  appointed  by  Mr. 
Chamberlain  in  Great  Britain  asked  for 
25  per  cent_  protectimi  against  the 
foreigner,  |Ktrticularly  the  German.  If 
so,  what  protecticMi  do  we,  with  the 
wages  that  we  have  to  pay,  require  here? 
As  for  natural  protecticm,  a  tcm  of  bot- 
tles, representing  seven  gross,  can  be 
landed  in  Victoria  to-day  for  22s.  6d.  ! 
We  shall  have  bottles  fnxn  Japan  very 
shortly,  and  also  from  Germany.  Great 
Britain  is  losing  her  traBe  with  us  be- 
cause, as  she  says,  Germany  is  dumping 
her  bottles  into  the  Commonwealth.  Duties 
of  30,  40,  50,  or  even  60  per  cent,  are 
not  high  enough.  Japan  has  a  protective 
Tariff  of  60  per  cent.  The  United  States 
of  America  has  a  Tariff  of  80  per  cent. 
Germany  has  a  Tariff  of  45  per  cent.  We 
need  a  Tariff  of  at  least  from  40  to  60 


per  cent,  in  order  to  compete  with  the  long 
hours  and  sweated  labour  of  other  parts 
of  the  world. 

Mr.  WYNNE  (Balaclava)  [8.48].— 
There  is  a  feeling  in  the  Committee  that 
this  question  might  be  compromised.  I 
suggest  that  the  Government  make  the 
duties  35  per  cent,  in  the  general  Tariff 
and  25  per  cent  against  the  United  King- 
dom on  empty  bottles,  and  adopt  in  the 
case  of  full  bottles  the  schedule  as  drawn 
up  by  the  honorable  member  for  South 
Sydney,  which  I  hope  the  hcmorable 
member  will  read  to  the  Committee. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [8.49].— 
I  wish  to  say  something  in  reply  to  the  re- 
turn lead  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Grey  about  importations  iT<m  Japan.  Ac- 
cording to  the  figures  read  by  him,  the 
importations  for  1906  were  very  small.  I 
have  not  had  the  returns  for  '  that  year 
brought  under  my  notice,  but  Mr. 
Cornelius  Bishop  laid  before  the  Tariff 
Commission  figures  showing  the  importa- 
tions from  Japan  in  the  years  1903  and 
1904.  They  are  given  cm  page  252  of 
the  Siinuies  of  Evidence,  vol.  5,  question 
88279,  ^  follows — 

88379.  In  1903,  4i568  dozen  empty  wiae  and 
beer  bottles  were  imported  from  Japan.  Doei 
that  cover  the  importation  to  which  you  refer? 
— At  page  49  of  the  records  which  you  have 
handed  to  me — General  Imferts — •** 
down  as  the  value  of  the  glauware  imported 
from  Japan,  and  i6o,cxx>  dozen  as  the  importa. 
tioo  of  empty  wine  and  beer  bottles. 

Mr.  PoYNTON.— I  suppose  that  is  the 
evidence  of  an  interested  party.  My 
figures  are  frcHn  the  c^idal  records  of  the 
Statistician. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK-.— In  that  evidence 
the  quotation  is  given  from  General  Im- 
■porfSt  and  the  page  is  mentioned. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Cannot  the  honor- 
able member  accept  Mr.  Knibts'  latest 
figures,  issued  since  the  Commission  sat? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  figures  I 
quote  were  given  in  sworn  evidence. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  evidence  is 
evidently  valueless. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  imports  may 
have  fallen  off  in  1906,  but  I  do  not  think 
that  there  is  any  inaccuracy  in  Mr.  Bis- 
hop's evidence  as  to  the  imports  in  1903 
and  1904. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [8.52I. 
— The  suggestion  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Balaclava  might  be  adopted.  The 
schedule  which  he  mentiOTed  as  having 
been  drawn  up  by  me  has  reference  to  the 
next  iton.    I  think  the  two  items  are  very 
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closelv  related,  because  the  effectiveness  of 
the  dutv  on  empty  bottles  would  depend 
very  largely  on  what  is  charged  on  full 
bottles.  The  schedule  which  I  suggest 
with  regard  to  full  bottles  is  as  fol- 
lows : — ilottles  up  to  5  drams  capacity, 
whether  empty  or  full,  free. 

Mr,  Page. — How  much  would  they 
ctmtain  ? 

Mr.  WATSOX.— About  half  an  ounce. 
Bottles  of  over  5  drams,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding 10  ozs.,  fluid  capacity,  per  dozen 
(general  Tariff),  ijd. ;  (United  Kingdom), 
id. 

Sir  John  Quick. — That  is  lower  than 
the  old  Tariff. 

Mr.  WATSOX.— They  were  free  pre- 
viously, if  full.  Bottles  of  over  10  ozs., 
and  not  exceeding  20  ors.,  fluid  capacity, 
per  dozen  (general  Tariff),  2d ;  (United 
(vingdom),  lid.;  bottles  of  Over  20  ozs., 
fluid  capacity  (general  Tariff),  2jd. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  2d.  per  dozen.  That 
would  reduce  the  flumber  of  items  very 
materially. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Make  the  duties  on 
empty  bottles  30  per  cent,  and  25  per 
cent,  respectively,  and  we  will  agree. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Thirty  per  cent  is 
rather  low  as  against  the  foreigner. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dallej)  [8.54].— After 
listening  to  both  sides,  and  the  iqKXts 
that  have  been  quoted,  I  have  a»icladed 
that  this  industry  is  lilce  many  o&ecs — if 
the  makers  have  good  management  they  do 
not  ask  for  a  large  uicrease  of  diAy.  When 
I  find  an  industnr,  according  to' its  own 
reports,  doing  well  in  some  parts  of  Aus- 
tralia, and  badly  in  others,  with  the  same 
standard  of  duty,  I  am  forced  to  ^  con- 
clusion that  the  fault  lies  in  the  latter  case 
in  the  absence  of  good  administration.  In 
a  large  measure  the  argument  urged  to-night 
is  an  admission  that  those  who  have  charge 
of  this  industrj'  have  in  many  cases  failed 
in  their  administrative  power.  A  sum  of 
;£ioo,ooo  is  invested  in  the  bottle-making 
industry  of  Australia,  of  which  j;^6o,ooo 
is  invested  in  Victoria.  The  Melbourne 
bcMle  industry  has  a  l»andi  in  New  South 
Wales.  That  shows  that  they  are  ener- 
getic and  look  after  their  business  well. 
If  we  could  get  behind  all  the  evidence 
quoted,  and  into  which  the  Tariff  CcMnmis- 
sion  did  not  inquire,  it  would  be  found,  not 
only  in  the  bottle  uidustPy,  but  in  many 
other  industries,  that  want  of  proper  busi- 
ness management  had  caused  the  failure. 
We  are  asked  to  vote  duties  to  make  up 
iot  mistakes  of  management.    I  refuse  to 


do  so.  The  reason  the  industries  do  well 
in  the  Old  Country-  is  that  they  have  the 
best  business  ability  at  the  head  of  affaiiSr 
and  run  them  well.  I  really  think  that 
the  weak  spot  in  many  of  our  industries 
is  that  they  do  not  pay  enough  money,  and 
so  do  not  secure  the  best  ability  at  the 
top.  I  am  glad  that  the  specific  duty 
has  been  knocked  on  the  head.  The 
duty  according  to  measurement  was  tried  in 
Victoria  a  few  years  ago,  and  proved  a 
failure.  The  first  Barton  Administraticn 
introduced  it  and  then  dropped  it.  The 
Tieasurer  apparently  is  going  to  do  the 
same.  I  am  prepared  to  vote  few  duties  of 
30  and  25  per  cent.,  unless  the  Treasurer 
can  show  that  5  per  cent,  is  not  enough 
difierence  between  the  German  or  Japan- 
made  bottles,  as  against  the  British  article. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [8.56]. 
— If  there  is  one  industry  that  \vants  pro- 
tection it  is  the  bottle  industry.  Honor- 
able members  say  that  it  is  estab- 
lished. It  is  established  in  <tiffeient 
States,  but  an  industry  that  has  to  dose 
down  a  good  part  of  its  business  for  half 
the  year  cannot  be  said  to  be  doin^  welK 
We  should  encourage  it  so  that  it  may 
have  work  enough  to  keep  it  going  the 
whole  year  round.  The  honorable  member 
for  Nepean  mentioned  the  wages  that  woe 
being  paid,  but  it  does  not  matter  what 
wages  are  paid  >  if  men  ape  only  drawing 
them  for  half  the  year,  because  they  have 
to  keep  their  wives  and  families  for  the 
whole  year.  It  has  been  proved  diat  it 
was  not  possible  under  the  old  duties  for 
a  number  of  the  bottle  factories  to  keep 
going  except  for  a  portion  of  the  year. 
Only  the  other  day  I  met  a  young  man  who 
originally  came  from  the  Old  Ctmntry,  and 
who  was  engaged  in  the  bottie  radustrv. 
As  soon  as  the  first  Tariff  was  adopted  he 
found  himself  out  of  employment,  and  had 
to  worfc  at  a  diffwent  trade,  but  since  the 
new  duties  in  this  Tariif  were  imposed  he 
and  a  good  many  others  have  found  em- 
ployment. That  shows  that  these  new 
duties  have  already  been  effective.  I  am 
going  to  vote  for  the  highest  doty  diat  I  car 
get.  Every  bottle  manufactui?^  in  Aus- 
tralia tells  us  that  the  business  has  not  beer 
a  success  of  late  years  under  the  (rfd  Tariff 
in  competiticm  with  Germany  and  Japan. 
I  do  not  see  why  htmorable  members  shouW 
be  so  anxious  to  encourage  the  manufacture 
of  German  bottles  for  use  in  Australia. 
One  honorable  m«nber  said  that  we  cannot 
make  bottles  here  to  bear  the  pressure.  T 
maintain  that  there  is  not  a  bonle  that  may- 
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required  in  Australia  that  cannot  be 
made  here,  if  encouragemoit  is  givm  to 
make  it. 

Mr.  Wilson. — That  shows  that  the  hon- 
orable member  does  not  understand  the  busi- 
ness of  making  champagne  bottles. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  have  a  good 
deal  of  informaticHi  from  those  who  do 
understand  the  business.  The  honorable 
juember  can  get  his  champagne  bottles  from 
Japan  if  he  wants  to.  Comparatively  few 
I>eople  can  afford  to  drink  champagne,  and 
whatever  price  they  have  to  pay  for  the 
bottles  will  not  interfere  with  them.  The 
industry  has  g(»)e  back  since  the  uniform 
Commonwealth  Tariff  was  inaugurated,  al- 
though it  is  capable  of  enormous  ^pansim, 
and  we  ought  to  do  all  that  we  can  to  oi- 
courage  it.  I  shall  suppcvt  the  Treasurer 
in  imposing  the  highest  duty  possible.  I 
am  doubtful  whether  the  pro[M>sal  of  Ae 
honorable  member  for  South  Sydney  is  high 
«nough ;  and  in  many  cases  I  do  not  think 
the  duty  will  amount  to  35  per  cent. 
When  we  contrast  the  wages  paid  in  Aus- 
tralia with  those  paid  in  Germany  and 
Japan,  it  is  only  fair  to  prevent  the  im- 
putation of  bottles  fnxn  the  latter  coun- 
tries. I  have  no  objection  to  a  higher 
preference  being  given  to  Great  Britain, 
provided  the  Goman  and  Japanese  bottles 
are  shut  out.  Japan  has  only  lately  en- 
tered upon  the  bottle  export  trade,  but  we 
may  be  sure  that  if  her  exports  represent 
yTi.ooo  to-day,  it  will  not  be  long  before 
they  represent  ;£"ioo,ooo  worth.  It  has 
been  said  that  Japan  cannot  produce  a  first- 
class  bottle;  but  I  can  say  that  s(une  time 
ago  I  saw  some  Japanese  medical  instru- 
ments which  would  compare  with  instru- 
ments made  in  any  part  of  the  world,  and 
thev  were  sold  at  half  the  ordinary  prices. 

Mr.  Page. — Why' did  not  the  hoiKvabte 
member  give  us  his  vote  this  afternoon? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Surely  the  honor- 
able member  does  not  desire  me  to  crush  an 
industry  in  order  that  Japanese  industries 
may  be  encouraged. 

Mr.  Page.— This  is  rich  ! 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  have  been  voting 
on  one  side  all  the  time,  whereas  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Maranoa  has  been  on 
all  sides.  This  industry  is  practically  in 
the  hands  of  Germany,  and  any  duties 
which  will  transfer  it  to  Australia  shall 
have  my  support. 

Amendment  (Mr.  Poynton's),  by  leave, 
withdrawn. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9.3]. — ^The  debate  has  lasted  for 
some  considerable  time,  and  I  propose  to 
adopt  the  suggestion  made  by  the  honnable 
member  for  Balaclava.    I  move — 

That  the  following  words  be  added  ; — "  and 
UD  and  after  4th  December,  1907  (a)  Bottles, 
n.e.i.,  flasks  mid  jars  empty,  ad  val.  (Geaeral 
Tariff),  35  per  cent.;  (United  Kirtgdom),  35  per 

cent." 

I  should  have  much  preferred  the  higher 
duty,  but  I  have  ascertained  that  sucn  is 
not  possible  j  and  I  do  not  want  to  unduly 
delay  the  completion  of  the  CMsideration 
of  the  Tariff.  The  duty  I  now  propose  is 
much  lower  than  that  recommended  by  the 
A  division  of  the  Tariff  Conuoissicn, 
after  much  evidence  had  been  heard. 

Mr.  PovNTON. — The  Treasurer  is  ac- 
cepting my  proposal  in  the  one  oolumn,  and 
proposing  5  per  cent,  more  in  the  <Mher 
column. 

Sir  William  Lyns. — Yes. 

Mr.  PoYOTOH. — I  agree  to  that. 

Mr.    JOSEPH    COOK  (Paxramatta) 

[9.6]. — I  should  have  much  preferred  to  see 
a  duty  of  30  per  cent,  in  the  general 
Tariff,  as  I  understood  was  the  original 
intention.  However,  I  think  that  we  have 
arrived  at  a  fairly  satisfactory  compromise; 
at  any  rate,  it  is  certainly  a  better  arrange- 
ment than  that  which  provided  for  huge 
duties  without  any  reason  whatever. 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
prc^KMed — 

That  the  following  words  be  added  to  the 
item  as  amended  : — "  (B).  Bottles,  up  to  and  in- 
cluding 5  drams  of  fluid  capacity,  free," 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [9.7]— 
I  object  to  these  small  bottles  being  made 
free,  because  they  are  the  class  on  which 
boys  and  youths  are  said  to  work.  On 
this  point,  Mr.  Hughes,  a  South  Australian 
manufacturer  gave  evidence.  He  said  that 
small  bottles,  of  two,  four,  and  six  drams 
fluid  capacity  ought  not,  in  his  opinicm,  to 
be  admitted  free.   He  went  cm  to  say — 

The  leasoQ  I  ask  for  a  duty  on  the  small 
bottles  is  because  they  are  a  class  of  bottles 
that  boys  begin  on  in  the  older  countries.  They 
ieam  on  these  battles,  and,  if  you  notice, 
especially  the  z-dram  bottle,  you  can  see  it 
is  very  badly  finished.  You  can  see  it  is 
learners*  work. 

The  manufacturers  do  not  desire  that  these 
small  bottles  should  be  made  free;  and 
I  shall  vote  against  the  proposal. ' 

Mr.  GLYNji^ '  (Angas)  [9.83.^1  hope 
tiiat  the  proposal  of  the  Treasurer  will 
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be  supported^  because  the  incidence  of  the 
tazatiw)  on  these  small  bottles  is  exceed- 
ingly heavy. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  amounts  to 
thousands  per  cent. 

Mr.  GLVNN. — I  have  several  proofs 
of  that.  In  one  case,  where  the  price  of 
bottles  is  3s.  6d.  per  dozen,  the  duty  is 
IS.,  and  on  the  ordinary  bottles  used  in 
schools  the  duty  amounts  to  id.  each. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindraarsh)  [9.9]. 
—I  support  the  honorable  member  for 
Bendigo.  Every  penny  bottle  of  ink  used 
in  the  schools  of  Australia  is  made  in 
Australia— both  bottle  and  ink.  No  one, 
therefore,  need  pay  a  single  fraction  more 
for  these  bottles  of  ink  than  they  are  pay- 
ing at  the  present  time,  if  a  duty  be  im- 
peded. 

Mr.  Atkinson.— If  al!  these  bottles  are 
made  here  now,  the  dutv  is  not  required. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— But  if  there  is 
not  a  duty  we  shall  have  bottles  imported 
which  have  been  made  by  sweated  labour. 
As  the  hraiorable  member  for  Bendigo 
said,  these  are  the  bottles  on  which  boys 
and  youths  learn  the  business  of  bottle- 
making;  and  I  myself  have  seen  boys  em- 
ployed in  glasswork  in  this  way  during 
slack  times  of  the  year,  when  otherwise 
they  would  have  been  dismissed. 

Mr.  Glynn. — The  honorable  member  is 
fighting  for  his  own  district ! 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  am  fighting  for 
the  whole  of  Australia.  There  are  firms  m 
Adelaide,  Melbourne,  and  Sydney  who  are 
quite  prepared  to  supply  all  the  bottles  erf 
ink  required  in  all  the  schools  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. There  is  no  reason  why  these 
bottles  should  be  admitted  free,  seeing  that 
the  process  of  manufacture  is  as  simple  as 
could  well  be  imagined. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [911]  — 
The  reason  I  favour  following  the  example 
set  in  the  old  TariflF.  and  making  bottles 
under  five  drams  capacity  free,  is  that 
if  they  be  made  dutiable,  and  full 
bottles  of  similar  capacity  are  ex- 
empted, outside  manufacturers  will  have 
a  considerable  advantage,  in  the  im- 
portation of  essences,  perfumes  and  so 
forth,  over  local  manufacturers.  The  duty 
charged  on  essences  and  perfumes  is  on  the 
spirituous  contents  of  the  bottles  and  not 
ad  valorem,  and,  therefore,  Messrs.  Crosse 
and  Blackwell,  and  similar  firms,  would 
send  in  these  bottles  free,  while  local 
manufacturers,  who  desired  to  fill  the  bot- 
tles here,  would  have  to  pay  duty  on  the 
«npty  bottles.    I  do  not  see  that  we  can 


do  much  harm  by  allowing  the  exemption  to 
continue  as  proposed  by  the  Treasurer.  It 
is  true  that  some  snail  bottles  are  made  in 
Australia,  but  not  many  classes  of  them. 
The  trouble  is  that  io  flint  glass  small 
bottles  there  is  such  a  variety  of  patterns 
required  that  it  does  not  pay  local  mm  to 
enter  upon  their  manufacture.  Local  manu- 
facturers can  certainly  make  ink  bottles, 
but  it  is  not  worth  while  their  entering 
upon  the  manufacture  of  perfume  bottles 
and  so  forth,  of  small  capacity. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Itffln,  as  amended,  agreed  to 

Item  260.  Bottles,  n.e.i.,  Flasks,  and  Jars, 
6llcd ;  irrespective  of  wbetber  the  contents  are 
liable  to  duty  or  not — 

(A)  Up  to  and  including  2  ozs.  of  fluid 

capacity,  per  dozen  (General  Tariff), 
IS.  id. ;  {United  Kingdom),  is. 

(B)  Over  2  ozs.  of  fluid  capacity,  per  dozea 

(General  TariS),  lod. ;  (United  King- 
dom), 9d. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluau  Lyne) 
agreed  to— 

That  the  following  words  be  added,  '*  and 
on  and  after  4th  December,  1907  : — 

Bottles,  n.e.i.,  Flasks,  and  Jars,  filled — 

(A)  Up  to  and  including  capacity  of  5  Suid 

drams,  free. 

(B)  Over  5   drams   and  not  exceeding  10 

ozs.  fluid  capacity,  per  dozen  (General 
Tariff),  i^d. ;  (United  Kingdom^  id. 

(c)  Over  10  ozs.  and  not  exceeding  20  ozs. 
fluid  capacity,  per  dozen  (General 
Tariff),  2d. ;  (United  Kingdom),  i^. 

(D)  Over  20  ozs.  fluid  capacity,  per  doten 
(General  Tariff),  a^d.;  (United  King- 
dom), 3d. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  261.  Glue;  gelatine  of  all  kinds;  and 
cements,  n.e.i.,  including  mucilage  and  liclting 
compounds,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  40  per 
cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  30  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [9.15].  — I 
would  point  out  that  glue  is  the  raw  ma- 
terial of  cardboard  box  makers,  boc4c- 
binders,  and  furniture  manufacturers,  and 
that  the  heavy  increase  proposed  in  the  old 
rate  of  dutv  would  severely  handicap  those 
industries  into  which  the  consumption  of 
glue  enters  so  largely.  The  cost  of  impcx-- 
tation  amounts  to  20  per  cent.,  which, 
added  to  the  duty,  is  equivalent  to  a  total 
protection  of  60  per  cent.  The  ine\-itable 
result  of  an  increase  in  the  duty  will  be  an 
increase  in  the  price  of  glue.  This  is 
abundantly  demonstrated  by  what  hap- 
pened in  1901.  In  that  year,  when  a  duty 
of  2d.  per  lb.  was  levied  upwi  this  article, 
its  price  rose  from  -£^2  to  j£4S  per  ton 
— an  increase  of  j£j^  per  tcm.  But  when 
ultimately  the  dutv  was  redtroed  to  20  per 
cent.,  its  price  fell  from  ^£45  to  ^£34  per 
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ton — a  decrease  of  per  ton.  I  would 
also  point  out  that  the  manufacture  of 
glue  was  established,  both  in  New  South 
Wales  and  South  Australia,  without  any 
protective  duty  whatever.  Before  Federa- 
licm  was  accomplished,  the  price  of  this 
article  in  Victoria  ranged  from  j£40  to 
£50  per  ton,  whilst  its  price  in  New  South 
Wales  was  only  ^£$4  per  ton.  Mr.  John 
Robert  Firth,  a  cardboard  box  manufac- 
turer, of  Svdney,  in  giving  evidence  before 
the  Tariff  Commission,  read  the  following 
statement — 

Glue  is  manufactured  in  South  Australia, 
Victoria,  and  New  South  Wales,  from  raw  ma- 
terials obtainable  entirely  in  the  Common- 
wealth. Qlu«  making  is  gcaerally  only  adopted 
in  larger  works,  tanneries,  &c.,  and,  although 
such  work  employed  large  numbers  of  hands, 
yet  in  glue  making  alone  there  cannot  be  from 
more  than  fifteen  to  twenty  hands  employed 
throughout  the  Commonwealth.  Glue  making 
was  firmly  established  in  South  Australia  and 
New  South  Wales  before  the  imposition  of  any 
Tariff.  Cost  of  importing  is  high,  owing  to 
bulk,  and  the  *'  natural  protection,"  therefore, 
amounts  to  about  ao  per  cent.  Duty  handicaps 
the  following  trades : — Cardboard  box  makers, 
bookbinders,  and  furniture  manufacturers,  glue 
being  one  of  their  raw  materials.  The  Barton 
Covemmeot  imposed  a  duty  of  ad.  per  lb., 
equal  to  60  per  cent.,  whereupon  prices  rose 
enormously;  bnt  when  the  Houh  of  Represen- 
tatives reduced  the  duty  to  ao  per  cent.,  the 
price  of  Colonial  glue  fell  from  £45  to  £i4, 
and  of  imported  glue  to  £$&  to  ^38  per  ton. 
"When  the  duty  of  ad.  per  lb.  was  imposed  a 
combine  was  formed,  and  the  price  lixcd  at 
£4St  about  £13  per  ton  adVaace  on  previous 
Sydney  price.  The  Honie  of  Representatives, 
reduced  the  duty  from  the  aoth  February,  1901. 
Next  day  the  combine  collapsed,  and  the  price 
fell  as  above-mentioned.  However,  the  combine 
might  be  revived.  Glue  should,  therefore,  be 
placed  on  the  free  list. 

I  should  be  glad  indeed  to  move  that  it  be 
placed  upon  the  free  list,  but  I  know  that 
in  a  Oxumittee  compjosed  as  this  is  of 
a  strong  protectionist  majority,  I  would 
have  no  trance  of  carrying  such  a  proposal. 
With  regard  to  the  Glue  Combine,  it  is 
only  fair  to  add  that  another  witness,  Mr. 
Markwald,  denied  its  existence.  In  cross- 
eitamination,  however,  he  admitted  that  he 
was  not  in  Australia  at  the  period  referred 
to,  and  had  no  perstmal  knowledge  of  the 
matter.  This  will  be  seen  by  reference  to 
the  answers  to  questions  95694  and  95697' 
It  was  also  shown  by  evidence  that  there 
is  no  particular  prejudice  against  the  Aus- 
tralian glue,  and  that  the  imported  article 
is  of  a  very  much  higher  quality.  A  large 
firm  of  printers  and  paper-box  makers 
write — 

Clue — Another  line  now  increased  from  ao 
to  40  per  cent.     We  use  about  half   a  ton 


monthly,  and  have  bought  it  from  a  Viclorian 
glue  maker  for  many  years,  and  it  has  been 
mutually  satisfactory,  but  we  have  little  doubt 
that  if  the  duty  is  retained  that  the  price  wilt 
be  raised — though  there  is  no  necessity  for  it, 
an  the  raw  material  is  here,  no  duty  to  pay, 
and  the  price  charged  well  pays  the  manufac- 
turer. Any  increase  on  the  90  per  cent,  is  not 
needed. 

Gelatine-— Duty  formerly  ad.  lb,,  ec|ual  to 
about  to  per  cent.,  and  now  proposed  to  increase 
1(1  40  per  cent.  Coignet's  Gold  Medal  <)uality 
worked  out  under  the  old  Tariff  at  iS-s.  8d. 
cwt,  duty,  while  under  the  proposed  Tariff  the 
duty  will  be  883.  8d.  cwt.  This  line  is  only 
used  for  manufacturing  purposes,  and  it  !<hould 
be  free. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  although  glue 
forms  but  a  small  portion  of  the  manufac- 
tures connected  with  oiu-  tanneries,  it  is  a 
minor  article  which  is  used  in  very  many 
established  industries,  and  consequently 
any  increase  in  its  price  must  handicap 
those  industries.  I  therefore  suggest  that 
the  duty  should  be  reduced  to  25  per  cent, 
under  the  General  Tariff  and  20  per  cent, 
under  the  Tariff  for  the  United  Kingdom. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9.26]. — I  move — 

That  the  following  words  be  added  : — and 
on  and  after  4th  December,  1907 — 

(a)  Glue  and  Gelatine,  per  lb.  (General 
Tariff),  3d.;  {United  Kingdom),  iJ^d. 
(B)  Cements,  n.e.i.,  including  mucilage  and 
belting  compounds,  ad  val,  (General 
Tariff),  30  per  cent.;  (United  King- 
dom), 35  per  cent." 

These  rates  represent  a  reductioi  upon  the 
proposals  ccmtained  in  the  Tariff  schedule. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — By  how  much  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  proposed 
duty  of  2d.  per  lb.  upon  glue  represents 
a  material  reductitxi.  At  the  same  time, 
it  will  confer  a  fair  measure  of  protection 
upon  that  article. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [9.28].— I  am 
opposed  to  the  impositicm  of  fixed  duties 
upon  itenjs  of  this  descripti(»i  because  they 
will  mean  the  collecticm  of  a  higher  rate 
upcm  the  cheap  article  and  of  a  lower  rate 
upon  the  better  class  of  article. 

Mr.  Harper. — The  cheap  article  should 
not  be  imported. 

Mr.  STORRER. — It  is  sometimes  neces- 
sary to  import  it.  I  prefer  an  ad  valorem 
rate  to  a  fixed  dut> .  I  am  sati.sfiefi  that 
the  result  of  levying  specific  duties  will  be 
to  increase  Tariff  anomalies. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [9.2g].^l  would 
point  out  to  the  honorable  memtter  for 
Bass  that  2d.  per  lb.  was  the  duty  impowd 
upon  gelatine  under  the  old  'jWiP'-  The 
manufacturers  of  photbgJapKi^tfiy  plates 
conplain  that  if  gelatine  be  taxed  n 
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per  cent,  they  will  have  to  pay  duty  upon 
their  raw  material,  whilst  the  finished 
article  will  be  admitted  duty  free.  I  need 
scarcely  remind  the  Committee  that  the 
gelatine  which  is  used  by  them  costs  up 
to  3S.  6d.  per  lb.,  and  that  it  is  not  manu- 
factured in  the  Cwnmonwealth,  though  I 
will  not  say  that  it  could  not  be  manu- 
factured here.  I  think  that  in  proposing 
a  fixed  duty  upon  this  article  the  Trea- 
surer is  acting  wisely,  and  I  hope  it  will 
be  carried. 

Mr,  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North  Syd- 
ney) [9-3o]- — I  remind  the  Treasurer  tiiat 
glue  and  gelatine  are  articles  of  very  dif- 
ferent values. 

Sir  John  Quick. — It  is  verv  hard  to  dis- 
tinguish between  them. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— No.  I 
have  here  a  quotation  for  glue  at  38s.  per 
cwt.,  that  is  j^38  per  twi. 

Mr.  Harper. — The  price  of  gelatine,  or 
so-called  gelatine,  cqfnes  down  very  nearly 
to  that. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  Some 
gelatine  is  much  dearer  than  glue,  being 
worHi  over  is.  per  lb. 

Mr.   Harper.  —  Yes ;    but  it  is  not 

possible  to  distinguish  between  the  two. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  admit 
that  there  is  a  difficulty  in  distinguishing 
between  different  kinds  of  gelatine,  but  not 
between  glue  and  gelatine.  Tiie  duty  on  a 
tan  of  glue  at  2d.  per  lb.  would  be  over 
£,1%  per  ton.  But  I  understood  the  Min- 
ister to  say  that  that  duty  is  equal  to  20 
per  cent. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — No;  I  am  advised 
by  the  <^cers  that  the  duty  on  glue  runs 
frixn  35  to  40  per  cent.,  and  that  the  duty 
on  gelatine  is  equal  to  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  have  a 
quotation  showing  glue  quoted  at  38s.  per 
cwt.  Glue  is  made  from  local  products, 
and  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  gives  absolute 
protection. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — Under  the  old 
Tariff  the  duty  on  glue  and  gelatine  n.e.i. 
was  20  per  cent.,  and  on  gelatine  sheet  2d. 
per  lb. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  hon- 
orable gentleman  is  proposing  to  make  the 
duty  on  all  gelatine  2d.  per  lb.  on  the 
ground  that  there  is  sc»ne  difficulty  in  dis- 
tinguishing between  the  different  descrip- 
tions of  that  article.  To  that  proposal  I 
do.  not  object,  but  I  do  object  to  the  im- 
position of  a  duty  of  2d.  per  lb.  on  an 
article  like  glue,  which  is  used  in  various 
industries,  and  the  pnc&  of  wiiich  was 


raised  on  one  occasion  by  a  combine  when 
they  got  an  opportunity  to  take  that  step 
under  the  cover  of  a  Customs  duty.  It  is 
equal  to  a  duty  of  between  40  and  50  per 
cent,  ad  valorem.  What  were  the  imports 
under  the  old  duty  of  20  per  cent.,  which 
ia  my  opinion  was  too  high? 

Sir  William  Lyne.^ — From  the  United 
Kingdom  ;£i3,400  worth,  and  from,  other 
countries  j^i5,40o  worth. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Those 
figures  represent  impmations  of  gelatine 
principally.  I  thought  that  perhaps  the 
honixable  gentleman  had  the  figures  for 
glue  and  gelatine  separately,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  believe  that  the  impcHtation  of  glue 
is  verv  small  indeed.  We  can  export  glue, 
and  a  high  duty  on  an  article  which  is 
worth  only  £,^Z  per  ion  is  altogether  out 
of  the  question.  The  Minister  is  seeking 
to  impose  the  same  duty  on  an  article  worth 
from  £112  to  ;^I40  a  ton.  The  Minister 
has  got  an  increased  duty  on  gelatine,  and 
I  urge  him  to  impose  the  old  duty  on  glue, 
or,  if  he  likes,  to  fix  the  rate  in  the  general 
Tariff  at  25  per  cent.  That  will  give 
ample  protection,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that 
there  will  not  be  an  importation  erf  ordinary 
glue. 

Mr.  HARPER  (Memda)  [9.35].— I 
point  out  to  the  honmable  member  for 
North  Sydney  that  the  difficulty  in  dealing 
with  this  matter  arises  from  the  fact  that 
glue  and  gelatine,  although  different  pro- 
ducts, approach  each  other  so  clcseiy  that 
there  is  a  point  at  which  one  cannot  be  dis- 
tinguished from  the  other.  Large  quanti- 
ties of  gelatine  are  used  for  making  edible 
jellies,  and  only  the  best  class  of  gelatine 
ought  to  be  used  for  that  purpose.  Large 
quantities  of  a  highly-refined  glue,  whidi 
costs  perhaps  jQ2  a  ton  more  than  ordinary 
glue  for  industrial  purposes,  have  been 
imported  and  used  for  edible  purposes. 
If  the  honorable  member*s  suggestion  were 
adopted  that  description  of  glue  would  be 
imported,  and  used  as  gelatine. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Surely  that  could 
be  stopped. 

Mr.  HARPER.— No,  because  it  is  im- 
possible to  tell  where  glue  ends  and  gela- 
tine begins.  If  it  were  possible  to  sepa- 
rate them  there  would  be  great  force  in 
what  the  honorable  member  has  said  about 
the  difference  in  the  price  of  the  articles, 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  low-class  gela- 
tine is  very  little  dearer  than  high-class 
glue.  That  is  the  practical  difficulty,  and 
I  think  that  the  proposal  of  the  Midister 
is  reasonable,  and  ought  to  be  accepted. 
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PH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
/  opinion  the  D^)artment  of 
ustoQU  ought  to  be  able  to 
'tween  glue  and  gelatine. 

-D  Thomson. — On  inquiry  I 
.1  informed  that  they  can  do 

My  great  difficulty. 
PH  COOK.— If  the  Deport- 
able to  do  it  readily  there  is 

revent  them  fixing  an  arbitrary 

'  gelatine. 

ONEY. — The  diflFerence  in  cost 
two  articles  is  very  great. 
■iEPH  COOK.— Yes,  but  the 
nfiember  for  Mernda  has  pointed 
'lere  is  a  superior  kind  of  glue 
point   of    quality    nearly  ap- 
;elatine.  Even  U  that  be  so,  the 
lit  have  the  power  to  fix  their 
ilaxds,  and  therefore  they  could 
itinguish  between  the  two  articles 
le  purposes.     If  it  is  true  that 
.-rior  quality  of  glue  is  being  used 
purpose    of   making  lollies,  the 
hat  practice  is  stopped  the  better. 
:  ought  not  to  tax  to  the  extent 
per  cent,  one  of  the  raw  materials 
industries.    That  does  not  seem  to 
be  the  right  alternative.   The  alter- 
should  be  rather  more  vigorous  and 
It  inspection  of  glue,  and  the  fixing 
definite  standard  for  gelatine. 
.  DuGALD  Thomson, — Or  imposing 
-ty  of  20  per  cent,  on  all. 
r.  JOSEPH    COOK.— Exactly,  but 
Minister  wilt  not  consent  to  do  that. 
rt«  contrary,  he  is  seeking  to  inflict 
ery  high  duty  on  the  strawboard  and 
ilar  industries  which  use  glue  largely. 
Mr.  HiwE  Cook. — They  use  dextrine. 
Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— No,  they  use 
ue,  because  dextrine  is  far  too  expensive 
-  them. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  intend  to  make 
.extrine  free. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Yes,  but  even 
then  it  would  be  too  expensive  to  them. 
What  they  use  is  ordinary  glue.  Either 
the  hcxiorable  gentleman  should  distinguish 
between  glue  and  gelatine,  or  be  should 
impose  an  ad  valorem  duty  on  each  article, 
or  a  duty  of  id.  per  lb.  all  round. 

Mr.  HmcE  Cook. — On  gelatine  that 
would  be  too  little. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Tr^surar 
must  see  as  well  as  we  do  that  it  is  not 
fair  to  impose  the  same  duty  on  an  article 
worth  j£^B  a  ton  as  on  an  article  worth  from 
^too  to  j£i20  a  ton.  There  is  no  rea- 
Hfm  in  ft  piopotal  of  that  Icaid. 


Mr.  Johnson. — I  intend  to  propose  a 
duty  of  so  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  had  better  submit  his  propossJ,  as 
I  can  get  no  consideration  from  the  Min- 
ister. 

Mr.  CARR  (Macquarie)  [9.42]. — The 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  has  used 
a  very  good  revenue-raising  argument,  but 
not  a  very  good  protectionist  one.  It  is 
not  a  question  of  taxing  an  article  accord- 
ing to  its  quality,  but  a  question  of  im- 
posing a  duty  on  articles  which  can  be 
made  here,  and  allowing  others  to  come 
in  free,  if  possible.  The  highest  class  of 
gelatine  cannot  be  made  here,  and  there- 
fore it  ought  to  be  free.  Glue  is  made 
all  o\er  Australia,  and  in  such  quantities 
that  no  duty  is  likely  to  affect  the  price 
of  it.  If  it  were  pcissible,  I  should  like 
a  duty  of  2d.  per  lb.  to  be  imposed  on 
the  cheaper  class  of  glue,  and  the  higher 
class  of  glue  to  be  admitted  free,  but  as 
the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta 
has  pointed  out,  in  some  cases  it  is  vety 
difficult  to  distinguish  between  superior 
glue  and  gelatine.  In  view  of  that  fact, 
the  only  logical  course  for  roe  to  pursue  is 
to  support  a  duty  of  2d.  per  lb.  all  round. 
Although  it  means  a  low  rate  on  the  high 
priced  goods,  still  it  is  quite  in  consonance 
with  my  attitude  throughout,  and  that  has 
been  to  admit  free  any  goods  whidi  can- 
not be  made  here. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [9.45].— 
As  the  raw  material  of  glue  and  gelatine 
exists  in  Australia,  this  may  be  regarded 
as  a  true  native  industry,  and  ouriit  to 
have  substantial  protection.  That  u  why 
the  A  section  of  the  Tariff  Commission  re- 
commended a  duty  of  20  per  cent  We 
had  a  considerable  amount  of  diflSculty  m 
deciding  the  question.  We  were  informed 
by  a  Sydney  manufacturer  that  glue  ranges 
in  price  from  £2$  to  £60  per  ton.  We 
considered  that  it  would  be  very  unfair  to 
impose  a  i^xed  duty  on  an  article  having 
such  a  wide  range  of  values.  Accordingly 
we  suggested  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  30 
per  cent.,  so  that  there  might  be  no  in- 
equality in  the  incidence  of  the  duty.  We 
also  considered  that  glue  and  gelatine 
should  be  treated  alike,  and  charged  duty 
at  the  same  rate,  because  we  were  informed 
by  another  Sydney  witness  that  an  analyst 
could  not  say  at  what  point  glue  becomes 
gelatine,  or  vice  versS.  One  witness  said 
that  be  had  sometimes  imported  gelatine  as 
glue. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Who  was  that? 
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Sir  JOHN   QUICK.— Mr.  Markwald 
said  that  glue  and  gelatine  were  so  much 

alike  that  he  could  not  sometimes  dis- 
tinj,'uish  them,  and  consequently  there 
should  not  be  two  classes  of  duties  on  them. 
That  also  was  the  opinion  of  the  Customs 
expert. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  he  sell  both 
at  the  same  price? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— There  are  dif- 
ferent values.  I  think  that  a  mistake  has 
,  been  made  in  resorting  to  a  fixed  duty  of 
2d.  per  lb.  Mr,  Long  told  us  that  a  fixed 
duty  of  2d.  per  lb.  would  be  equivalent  to 
loo' per  cent,  on  glue  sold  in  Italy  at  ^1^19 
per  ton.  I  think  that  an  ad  valorem  duty 
of  35  and  30  per  cent,  on  glue  and  gela- 
tine would  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [9-47]-— 
If  the  Committee  decides  upon  a  duty  of 
2d.  per  lb.,  an  alteration  should  be  made 
in  the  duty  on  printers'  roller  composition, 
L-ecause  gelatine  is  the  raw  material  from 
which  that  amposition  is  made.  The  old 
duty  on  printers'  roller  composition  was  20 
per  cent.  Even  an  expert  camiot  determine 
the  quality  of  roller  compontion  without  an 
actual  trial.  It  is  impossible  to  look  at 
that  material  and  say  forthwith  whether  it 
IS  of  good  or  inferior  quality.  It  has  to 
be  used,  perhaps,  for  a  period  extending 
over  scrnie  weeks  to  test  its  value.  If  the 
Minister  agrees  to  accept  a  fixed  duty  at 
so  much  per  lb.,  I  will  ask  him  to  tnake 
the  duty  on.  roller  composition,  in  accord 
with  it,'4d.  per  pound- 
Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [9-49]- — 
The  honorable  member  for  Bendigo  is  quite 
right  in  the  description  which  he  gives  of 
the  products  under  discussim.  Glue  and 
gelatine  are  derived  from  the  same  sub- 
stances, and  they  represent  simply  different 
stages  of  one  manufacture.  But  I  feel  in 
a  difficulty  about  this  matter,  because 
there  is  one  sort  of  gelatine  that  is  im- 
ported and  used  very  largely^  and  which 
cannot  be  made  in  this  country.  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  it  will  be  used  more 
largely  in  the  future  than  it  is  now.  I 
allude  to  that  which  is  imported  for  photo- 
graphic purposes,  to  form  the  emulsion 
placed  -  upcHi  photographic  plates  and 
films.  That  material  is  made  by  onlv  one 
manufacturer  in  Great  Britain,  and  his 
product  is  not  the  best.  The  best  quality 
is  made  on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  and 
it  is  vjtdy  made  there  in  the  depth  of  win- 
ter. In'  fact,  the  temperature  has  to  be 
below  freezing  point  before  the  manufac- 


ture can  be  carried  on.  Would  the  Minis- 
ter prefer  that  this  ^latine  shcnild  be 
placed  on  the  exemption  list  or  be  dealt 
with  now? 

Mr.  Carr. — How  can  it  be  distin- 
guished ? 

Mr.  SALMON— It  is  possible  to  dif- 
fefentiate  between  the  higher  class  of 
gelatine  and  medium  classes.  Indeed,  the 
medium  class  of  gelatine  is  used  for 
domestic  purposes,  whilst  the  higher  class 
is  only  used  in  the  circumstances  which  I 
have  described.  If  the  Minister  would 
prefer  that  the  matter  should  be  dealt  with 
when  we  are  ccmsidering  the  exemptims,  I 
will  bring  it  up  later  on. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [9.50T.— It  is 
unfortunate  that  the  Minister  will  not  ac- 
cept a  fair  and  reasonable  compromise  when 
it  is  suggested  to  him.  The  proposal  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Bendigo  is  far 
preferable  to  that  of  the  Minister,  and  I 
should  be  prepared  <to  support  it  as  against 
the  Treasurer's  proposal.  There  ought  to 
be  a  differentiation,  because,  notwithstand- 
ing what  has  been  said  to  the  contrary, 
glue  and  gelatine  are  different  compounds 
altogether,  although  they  are  both  made 
from  the  same  basic  materials.  The  labour 
cost  ia  a  ton  of  gelatine  of  ^80  value 
would  be  from  ^^15  to  according 
to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Meister,  question 
94592.  The  gelatine  imported  in  1903 
was  of  an  invoice  value  of  ^^^151  per  ion. 
In  1904  the  value  was  j£ioS  per  ton — see 
Mr.  Meister's  evidence,  question  94610. 
There  is  ccmsequently  an  immense  differ- 
ence between  the  value  of  this  article  and 
that  of  common  glue.  Gelatine  can  be 
manufactured  locally  for  from  ^£^75  to  ^^90 
per  ton  ;  and  from  jQi^s  to  ^130  for  thick 
and  thin  sheets  respectively — see  question 
94613.  Taking  these  values,  it  appears 
that  the  proposed  duty  of  40  per  cent,  is 
equal  to  from  j£4$  4s.  to  per  ton, 

and  that  no  duty  is  required  to  enable  this 
article  to  be  manufactured  at  much  lower 
rates  in  Australia  than  in  Europe.  The 
former  duty  of  2d.  per  lb.,  or  j£i&  13s.  4d. 
per  ton,  was  equal  to  cmly  14  to  17  per 
cent.  I  shall  not  propose  an  amendment, 
but  will  support  the  duties  suggested  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Bmdigo,  namely, 
30  and  25  per  cent. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [9.55].— 
I  will  ask  the  Treasurer  to  agree  to  duties 
of  30  and  25  per  cent.,  whidi  will  meet 
all  the  requirements.  At  the  same  time,  I 
must  say  that  I  could  not  agree  to  the  suy- 
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gestion  that  gelatine  should  be  free.  Tbeie 
is  a  strong  request  that  it  should  be  made 

dutiable. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Does  the  honorable 
member  suggest  30  and  25  pet  cent.  ? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Yes. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Very  well. 

Mr.  HARPER  (Memda)  [9.56]-— I  do 
not  object  to  duties  of  30  and  25  per  cent, 
on  glue.  That  may  be  a  fair  proposal. 
But  it  is  not  fair  to  impose  sudi  duties  on 
an  article  which  oosts  £^$0  per  ton,  and 
cannot  be  made  here. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  moment  I 
agree  to  something  there  is  always  opposi- 
tion. 

Mr.  HARPER.— II  the  Minister  would 
either  agree  to  a  duty  of  2d  per  lb.  on 
gelatine  or  make  it  free — whichever  he 

choMes — so  as  to  differentiate  it  from  glue 
I  should  be  satisfied.  The  duties  of  35 
and  30  per  cent,  aa  glue  would  be  satis- 
factory. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— In  order  to  enable 
the  proposal  for  duties  of  30  and  25  per 
cent,  to  be  moved,  it  will  be  neoessaxv  foe 
the  Minister  to  withdraw  the  amendment 
at  present  before  the  Chair. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [9.58]— As  I 
understand,  the  proposal  that  we  have  been 
discussing  is  that  the  duties  should  be  2d. 
and  I  |d.  per  lb.  No  explanatkm  has  been 
made  as  to  why  a  reduction  of  the  duty 
should  be  agreed  to.  Are  we  to  allow  the 
Ol^iositkxi  to  construct  tHis  Tariff  ?  Every 
time  a  member  of  the  Opposition  submits 
an  amendm«it  and  says  that  be  will  sit 
down  if  it  is  accepted,  the  Treasurer  ac- 
cepts it. 

Mr,  DuGALD  Thomson. — This  sugges- 
tion has  ofxne  from  the  honorable  member 
for  Bendiga 

Mr.  CROUCH.— It  was  not  acceptai  by 
the  Treasurer  until  the  hcoiorabie  member 
for  Lang  said  that  he  approved  if  it.  Then 
the  Treasurer  accepted  it.  The  original 
purpose  in  accepting  duties  of  2d.  and  i|d. 
per  lb.  instead  of  40  and  30  iper  cent,  was 
that  the  Treasurer  ccxisidered  that  the 
former  were  mwe  advisable  duties.  Yet 
after  a  lv»ig  argument  he  has  abandoned 
the  position  altog^her,  and  says  that  he 
will  agree  to  duties  of  30  and  25  per  cent, 
instead  of  40  and  30  per  cent.,  as  origi- 
nally proposed.  I  take  it  that  the  Trea- 
surer knows  something  about  his  own 
Tariff. 


Sir  William  Lvio. — ^What  is  the  use  of 
the  honorable  member  talking  like  that? 
He  knows  that  I  oould  not  carry  the  origi- 
nal duties. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Then  I  understand 
that  the  Treasurer  is  abandoning  the  pro- 
posed duties  of  40  and  30  per  cent.,  be- 
cause he  thinks  that  he  cannot  carry  them. 
If  we  are  going  to  have  a  Tariff  made  by 
leading  members  of  the  Opposition,  let  ik 
understand  that.  But  if  we  are  going  to 
have  what  is  supposed  to  be  a  protectionist 
Tariff,  the  Treasurer  should  not  so  readily 
abandon  his  proposals.  The  honorable 
member  for  Memda  said  that  there  was 
not  sufficient  distinction  between  glue  and 
gelatine  for  the  ordinary  importer  or  for 
the  Customs  officers  to  be  able  to  differen- 
tiate. Yet  now  he  is  urging  the  Treasurer 
to  allow  gelatine  to  be  imported  free. 
Speaking  as  an  expert,  he  told  the  Commit- 
tee that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  distin- 
guish between  the  better  kinds  of  glue  and 
the  inferior  kinds  of  gelatine. 

Mr.  Harper. — So  it  is.  I  said  that 
they  might  both  be  free,  or  both  be  miide 
dutiable  at  the  same  rates. 

Mr.  CROUCH.  —  The  last  suggestion 
made  by  the  honorable  member  was  that  the 
rates  for  glue  should  be  35  and  30  per  cent, 
and  that  gelatine  should  be  free. 

Mr.  Harper. — I  said  that  there  would 
then  be  no  attempt  to  substitute  glue  toe 
gelatine. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— The  honorable  member 
so  confuses  the  Treasurer  that  the  latter  is 
willing  to  take  anything  that  the  Opposi- 
tion will  give  him. 

Mr.  Harper. — ^That  is  not  saying  mudi 
for  the  Treasurer. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— No :  but  it  is  most  ob- 
jectionable that  the  Treasurer  should  give 
up  principles. 

Mr.  Harper. — It  is  useless  to  try  to  pro- 
tect the  manufacturers  of  gelatine  in  Aus- 
tralia, because  it  cannot  be  made  hare. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber's statements  seem  to  be  contradictor)-. 
The  Treasurer  should  stick  to  something. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [10.2].— I  have 
received  a  letter  from  the  firm  of  Wimble 
and  Company,  in  which  they  say — 

We  would  much  prefer  to  keep  the  piice  of 
our  roller  composition  at  the  old  figure,  but 
unless  the  duty  on  gelatine  is  reduced  as  we 
ask,  we  will  have  to  increase  the  seliiog  nrice 
of  the  composition.  If  duty  on  gelatine  is 
reduced  to  sd.,  our  price  remams  as  formerly. 

This  would  not  interfere  with  the  glue  in- 
dustry, as  refined  gelatine,  f&^V^M^firt^:JiK  <n 
making  roller  compnfdtinaf,b^l^&^QJdlMa  the 
Commonwealth. 
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That  is  a  letter  from  what  I  believe  to 
be  a  ptotectiooast  iirm.  Surely,  therefore, 
the  Minister  is  not  inconsistent. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [10.4].— I 
asked  the  Minister  if  he  would  deal 
specially  with  the  higher  kinds  of  gelatine, 
such  as  are  used  for  photographic  pur- 
poses, which  caniMt  be  made  in  Australia. 

Mr.  BaucE  Smith. — It  is  news  to  hear 
that  there  is  anything  which  cannot  be 
made  in  Victra-ia. 

Mt.  SALMON.— To  make  it,  the  tem- 
perature of  the  building  in  which  it  was 
being  made  would  have  to  be  reduced  be- 
low freezing  point.  The  Minister  was  pre- 
pared to  impose  an  all-round  duty  of  2d., 
and  I  was  ready  to  accept  that  rather  than 
have  time  orcupied  unduly.  Now,  how- 
ever, the  Minister  seems  desirous  of  impos- 
ing a  duty  of  30  per  cent.,  which  would 
be  equivalent  to  a  duty  of  6d.  per  lb.  I 
cannot  assent  to  that,  and  I  am  surprised 
that  the  members  of  the  Oppositicui  urged 
the  imposition  of  soch  a  duty. 

Mr.  Johnson. — We  have  not  urged  it 
What  we  desire  is  that  gelatine  shall  be 
separated  from  glue. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  understand  that 
the  honorable  member  wiAes  the  Minis- 
ter to  adopt  an  ad  vaUnm  duty. 

Mr.  Johnson.— On  glue;  not  on  gela- 
tine. 

Mr.  CARR  (Macquarie)  [10.6].— Shall 
I  be  in  order  in  moving  the  imposition  of 
a  duty  of  ad.  per  lb.,  whidi  is  a  lower 
rate  than  that  the  Minister  {Moposes? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No,  it  is  not. 

Mr.  CARR.— Thirty  per  cent  on  gela- 
tine costing  18.  tid.  a  lb.  would  be  equi- 
valent to  a  Bxed  rate  of  about  6d.  a  lb.  A 
ftwd  rate  of  2d.  a  lb.  would  pr^bit  the 
importaHon  of  glue,  while  it  would  not 
materially  affect  the  price  of  gelatine, 
which  cannot  be  made  here,  or  tlS  prices 
of  materials  made  from  it,  such  as  prin- 
ters' roller  composition. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  Minister  al- 
ready has  an  amendment  before  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [10.7].— I  wish 
to  move  a  prior  amendircnt — the  omissicm 
of  the  words  "  gelatine  of  all  kinds,"  with 
a  view  to  imposing  a  lower  rate  on  gela- 
tine. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Is  it  the  pleasure 
of  the  Committee  that  the  Minister's 
amendment  be  withdrawn? 

Mr.  Cam.— I  object  to  its  withdrawal. 


Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [10.8].— I 
hope  that  the  honorafale  member  for  Mac- 
quarie  will  not  insist  on  his  objecti<Mi.  If 
members  generaUy  were  to  exercise  their 
right  to  object  to  the  withdrawal  of  amend- 
ments, the  first  man  who  rose  to  speak 
would  have  the  Committee  at  his  mercy, 
because  he  could  move  such  an  amendment 
as  would  preclude  others  frwn  putting  pro- 
positions before  it,  ;md  y/e  should  cease  to 
be  a  deliberative  assanbly.  If  the  objec- 
tion is  perusted  in,  I  shall  advise  niy 
friends  to  vote  against  the  amendment. 
Mr.  Carr. — That  is  vindictive. 
Mr.  FISHER.— I  shall  do  so;  not  ou^ 
of  vmdktiveness,  but  to  enable  the  Com- 
mittee to  come  to  a  proper  conclusion. 

Mr.  CARR  (Macquarie)  [jo.9].— In  mv 
opinion,  2d.  per  lb.  would  be  a  suitable 
rate  to  agree  to.  Such  a  rate  would  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  glue,  which  catr 
be  made  here,  and  would  not  materially 
increase  the  price  of  gelatine,  whidi  can- 
not. Those  interested  in  the  manufadure 
of  roller  composition  for  printers*  work 
have  informed  me  that  the  proposed  dutv 
of  2d.  per  lb._the  old  rate— will  not  af- 
fect Its  prwe;  If  we  allow  the  Mmister's 
■foendment  to  be  wirtidrawn.  we  run  the- 
risk  of  a  higher  rate  being  proposed.  Tf 
I  am  assured  that  the  daty  will  not  be  in- 
creased,  I  shall  withdraw  my  objection. 

Mr.  Salmon.— Will  the  honorable  mem- 
ber withdraw  his  objection  if  4he  Minister 
agrees  to  remove  his  amendment? 
Mr.  CARR.— Certainlv. 
Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  fHume— Trea- 
surer) l^io-ii].- 1  do  not  anite  know  what 
»  required  of  me.     The  honorable  mem- 
bra- for  Macquarie  savs  liat  he  objecte  to  the- 
withdrawal  of  my  amendment  because  he- 
fears  that  the  dutv  may  he  raised.  I 
think  that  it  would  be  unfair  to  prevent 
the  feeling  of  the  Committee  on  this  subject 
being  ascertained.     Tiut  I  should  like  tc 
know  what  rate  it  is  intended  to  propose  in 
connexion  with  gelatine  if  the  words  "gela- 

^'"w    r*"         "       '^^  0"*  of  tbe  item. 
_  Mr.  Johnson.— I  propose  to  move  a  spe- 
cia  Item,  making  gelatine  dutiable  at  ad. 
a  lb. 

Mr.  PovNTON.— It  would  simplifv  mat- 
ters to  deal  with  these  things  in  separate^ 
paragraphs.  ^ 
fr^^Z  .^^^-JAM  LYNE._I  have  moved 
to  do  that,  though  I  have  put  onlv  cwnent 
m  paragraph  b.  The  honorable  member 
for  Bendigo,  who  heard  all  the  evidence- 
given  on  the  subject,  was  te^*ltfavour 
of  an  Off  valorem  duty. 
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Mr.  Carr. — The  ad  valorem  rate  pro- 
posed would  make  the  duty  on  gelatine  too 
high. 

Mr.  Tudor. — Let  us  deal  with  glue  first, 
and  with  gelatine  afterwards. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  prepared 
to  do  that. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Is  it  the  pleasure 
of  the  Cnnmittee  that  the  amendment  lie 
withdrawn  ? 

Mr.  Crouch. — I  object. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[10.  i.^]. — There  seems  to  me  no  need  for 
separating  gelatine  from  glue.  It  is  quite 
as  easy  to  make  the  one  as  (to  make  the 
other. 

Mr.  Johnson. — They  cannot  make  gela- 
tine in  this  country. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  know  that 
they  can.  In  places  where  they  make 
neatsfoot  oil — which  is  extracted  from  bul* 
locks'  feet— they  melt  down  the  feet  of 
calves  and  yearlings  to  make  gelatine. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  price  oi 
gelatine  runs  up  to  £120  and  j^iso  a  Uxi. 
That  is  why  it  is  desirable  to  sqtarate  it 
from  glue. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— That  is  puri- 
fied gelatine,  made  up  into  tablets  for  jelly. 
Any  person  who  likes  ^to  bml  down  calves' 
feet  can  make  eelatine. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [10.14].— If  the 
Minister  will  give  me  his  assurance  that  he 
will  afterwards  move  to  make  the  rates  2d. 
and  lid..  I  shall  withdraw  my  objection  to 
the  withdrawal  of  the  amendment.  He 
has  refused  to  give  that  as$uran(%  to  the 
honor^Ie  member  for  Macquarie.  Pro- 
bably what  he  will  move  will  be  arf  valorem 
rates  of  25  and  30  per  cent.  That  sort 
of  thincT  has  been  done  before. 

Sir  WiLLiAH  LvNE. — I  shall  not  give 
that  assurance.  The  honorable  member 
is  insultinCT- 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Is  it  the  pleasure  of 
the  Committee  that  the  Treasurer  have  leave 
to  withdraw  his  amendment? 

Mr.  Crouch. — I  object. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Could  not  the 
honorable  member  for  Lang  accomplish  his 
object  bv  moving  an  amendment  of  the 
amendment  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Yes. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Johnson)  pro- 
posed — 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  leaving 
out  the  words  "and  gelatine,"  paragraph  A. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  (Cook)  [10.18].— I 
propose  to  read  frcKii  the  evidence  taken 
by  the  Tariff  CommissioD  a  shcfft  paragraph 


which  shows  that  honorable  members  are 
apparently  in  entire  ignorance  of  the  facts 
relating  to  this  question. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Do  not  say  that. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Since  it  has  been 
said  that  gelatine  cannot  be  made  in  Aus- 
tralia, and  I  am  able  to  prove  that  it  can, 
I  fail  to  see  why  objection  should  be  taken 
to  my  statement.  At  page  273  of  Vol.  5 
of  the  Minutes  of  Evidence  given  before 
the  Tariff  Cwnmission  will-  be  found  a 
statement  by  Henry  Meister,  manufacturer, 
of  Gardiner's-road,  North  Botany. 

'Six.  Johnson. — I  have  already  made  a 
quotation  from  his  evidence. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Mr.  W.  G.  Long, 
glue  manufacturer,  of  O'Riordan-street, 
Alexandria,  also  gave  evidence  on  this  ques- 
txoa,  and  I  have  in  my  possession  a  letter 
from  the  Australian  glue  and  gelatine 
manufacturers  carrying  on  business  in  the 
same  suburb  of  Sydney.  Mr.  Meister 
said — 

With  regard  to  gelatine,  it  ma^  be  itated  that 
at  the  present  time  very  little  is  made  in  the 
Commonwealth.  There  is  made  a  small  quan- 
tity in  South  Australia,  and  even  that  little  ia 
bard  to  sell  at  a  reasonable  price,  because  it  is 
Colonial  made,  and  cannot  compete  with  the 
imported  as  long  as  gelatine  can  be  imported 
so  cheaply.  Any  quantity  of  raw  material  is 
to  be  had,  but  it  ii  exported,  because  under 
the  present  Tariff  it  woula  be  madneu  to  touch 
this  Hoe  of  manufacturing,  which  could  give  a 
lasting  occupation  to  a  good  number  of  bands; 
but  no  man  of  business  would  put  in  about 
£^,000  or  ;^io,ooo  when  he  can  foresee*  tliat 
every  penny  of  it  mint  be  lost.  The  whole 
quantity  of  gelatine  consumed  in  the  Common- 
wealth could  easily  be  manufactured  here,  but 
nothing  can  be  done  without  raising  the  duty  to 
4d.  per  lb. 

Mr.  Meister  also  said — 

I  know  for  a  certainty  that  any  amount  of 
capital  is  available  for  starting  the  manufac- 
ture of  gelatine  as  soon  as  the  piopn  protection 
is  granted,  but  without  that  protection  no  man 
will  ever  put  a  single  pennv  in  a  concern  of 
that  description.  I  do  not  think  that  a  higher 
duty  would  affect  the  sale  price  of  gelatine 
much  more  than  three  farthings  or  one  penny 
per  lb. 

Mr.  Harper. — They  cannot  make  it  in 
England. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  do  not  know 
whether  it  can  or  cannot  be  made  in  Eng- 
land, but  I  do  know  that  it  can  be  made  in 
Australia.  The  proprietors  of  the  Aus- 
tralian Glue  and  Gelatine  Works  at 
Alexandria,  in  answer  to  a  nimiber  of 
questi<xis  which  I  put  to  then,  stated  that 
they  were  manufacturing  glue  and  gelatine* 
and    that    the    impMts    amounted  to 
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;^i7,ooo  per  annum.  The  question  of 
whether  we  should  have  a  high  or  a  low 
Tariff  is  not  of  vital  importance  to  me  as  a 
policy.  I  have  voted  a  good  many  times  with 
the  Government,  when  I  might  have  voted 
just  as  readily  against  them;  but  I  abso-' 
lutely  object  to  the  moulding  of  the  TariflF 
being  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Of^xisi- 
tion.  Whilst  I  am  prepared  to  assist  in 
passing  it  with  reasonable  despateh,  I  hold 
that  for  the  -sake  of  saving  a  little  time 
we  ought  not  to  be  deterred  from  dcnng 
the  work  effectively. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Then  we  shall  have  to 
stay  here  until  after  Christmas. 

Mr.  J,  H.  CATTS.— I  am  prepared  to 
stay  here  until  we  are  able  to  do  properly 
the  work  that  we  are  called  upon  to  carry 
out.  I  certainly  do  not  wish  the  framing 
of  the  Tariff  to  be  slummed  at  the  insti- 
gaticKi  of  those  whose  prime  object  it  is 
to  destroy  the  work  of  the  Government. 
Why  should  not  the  glue  and  gelatine  in- 
dustry have  extended  to  it  the  considera- 
tion that  other  industries  have  received  ? 
Why  should  it  be  neglected,  whilst  others 
that  chanced  to  be  Seated  by  items  ap- 
pearing earlier  in  the  Tariff  have  received 
the  ftulest  consideration? 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  honorable  member 
should  a^  the  cardboard  manufacturers  in 
his  electorate  what  they  think  of  this 
duty? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  have  not  to  con- 
sidA  them  only ;  they  did  not  connder  me. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Tliat  is  a  very  nice 
reason  to  give. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— The  attitude  which 
I  take  up  is  not  due  to  that  reascm;  but 
the  cardboard-box  manufacturers  in  Aus- 
tralia have  not  to  compete  

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  must  not  discuss  that  matter. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.—This  item  has  an 
important  bearing  on  the  manufacture  of 
cardboard  b(»es.  The  maker  of  cardboard 
boxes,  has  little  or  no  competition  from 
abroad  to  contend  with,  seeing  that  the  im- 
portation of  cardboard  boxes  is  not  con- 
siderable. 

The  CHAIRMAX.  —  The  honorable 
member  will  not  be  in  order  in  referring 
to  imports  of  cardboard  boxes. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  was  only  mak- 
ing a  passing  reference,  because  glue  is  one 
of  the  raw  materials  of  the  cardboard  box 
manufacturer. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  will  see  that  if  I  permit  him  to  re- 
fer to  the  imports  of  cardboard  braces,  seme 


other  member  of  the  Committee  raav  wish 
to"  question  his  figures,  and  we  should  get 
into  a  general  discussion  about  cardboard 
boxes. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  shall  not  pursue 
the  matter  further  than  to  point  out  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Lang  has  al- 
ready referred  at  considerable  length  to  the 
statements  made  by  cardboard  box  manu- 
facturers with  respect  to  the  dutv  on  glue. 
The  Government  have  claimed '  that  the 
Tariff  as  submitted  is  uniform  and  sym- 
metrical. They  should  therefore  stand  by 
their  proposal  to  give  a  substantial  protec- 
tion to  encourage  the  manufacture  of  gela- 
tine and  glue.  The  new  protection  pro- 
posals will  conserve  the  interests  of  the 
consumers  and  the  workers  in  the  industry, 
and  <Mi  that  understanding  I  am  prepared 
to  vote  for  reasonable  duries  on  gelatine 
and  glue. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [ro.27].— I 
have  no  wish  to  prolong  the  discussion, 
but  I  think  an  arrangement  might  easily 
be  come  to  if,  as  I  understand  is  the  case, 
the  Treasurer  has  no  objection  to  deal  with 
these  articles  separately. 

Amendment  of  the  amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyme) 

agreed  to — 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  leaving 
out  the  words  "per  lb.,  ad.,"  and  "per  lb., 
lid.,"  paraeraph  a,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof 
the  words  '^ad  val,,  30  per  cent?'  and  "ad  val., 
35  per  cent." 

Amendment,  as  amoided,  agreed  to. 

Amendmwit  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lynb) 

agreed  to — 

That  the  following  words  be  added  to  the 
item  as  amended  ; — 

"  c.  Gelatine  of  all  kinds,  per  lb.  (General 
Tariff),  2d.;  (United  Kingdom),  i^d." 

It^,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  a6a.  Printing  Roller  Composition,  ad 
val.,  35  per  cent. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Johnson)  pro- 
posed— 

Thnt  the  worils  "and  on  and  after  4th  De- 
cember, ic)07,  lul  V.1I.  (C.eneral  Tariff),  25  per 
cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  to  jier  cent.,""  be 
added. 

Mr.  CARR  (Macquarie)  [io.33].-~I 
hope  the  Committee  will  not  agree  to  any 
reduction  in  the  duty  proposed  by  the  Go- 
vernment. Printing  roller  ccmposition  can 
be  and  is  being  made  here  in  anv  quantitv. 
and  of  better  quality,  than  very  much  of 
what  is  imported.  I  happen  to  know  from 
experience  that  local  iy-iflSda,r«iifc»  com- 
position is  equaP|^^|fi^VBSf(Sffikn  the 
best  that  is  imported,  whilst  tboK  who  are 
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engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  the  article 
are  quite  prepared  to  adhere  to  present 
prices. 

Mr,  WiLKS. — Then  they  should  be  satis- 
6ed  with  the  existing  dutv. 

Mr.  CARR.—They  have  the  usual  dif^ 
ficulties  raised  by  the  import  trade  to  con- 
tend with.  I  have  said  that  the  manufac- 
turers are  content  with  present  prices,  and 
the  duties  proposed  by  the  Govenunent 
would  at  once  invite  opposition  should 
those  at  present  in  the  trade  attempt  to 
take  advantage  of  their  position. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Item  agreed  to. 

Item  363.  Dry  Gams,  Shellac,  Sandarac,  and 
Mastic,  free. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  word  "  Sandarac "  the  word 
"Dextrine"  be  inserted. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  264  (Slate  slabs,  split,  and  with 
rough  edges)  agreed  to. 

Item  265.  Slate  slabs,  sawn  or  chiselled  on 
one  or  more  faces,  or  on  one  or  more  edges, 
ad  val.,  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [10.37].— 
This  item  raises  the  whole  question  of 
8t<Mie,  marble,  and  slabs.  The  principle  is 
involved  in  the  word  **  sawn.'"  Under  the 
old  Tariff  sawn  slabs  were  dutiable  at  15 
per  cent.,  and  chiselled  at  20  per  cent.  All 
these  articles  must  be  sawn  before  they  can 
be  transported.  Tfie  real  work  done  is 
the  chiselling.    I  move — 

That  the  words  "sawn  or"  be  left  out. 

That  will  leave  chiselled  slabs  dutiable  at 
20  per  cent.,  while  sawn  slabs,  not 
chiselled,  will  fall  autcnnatically  under 
item  364. 

Sir  John  QmcK. — Does  the  honorable 
member  propcee  to  add  the  sawn  slabs  to 
the  item  dealing  with  split  slal»? 

Mr.  WILSON.— Yes. 

Sir  John  Quick. — I  see  no  objection. 

Mr.  WILSON.— It  is  a  reasonable 
thing  to  do.  The  Minister  could  move  to 
include  sawn  slabs  in  item  264. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  will  not  move 
anything  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  WILSON.— If  that  cannot  be  done 
on  account  of  item  264  having  been  passed, 
a  new  paragraph  could  be  added  to  this 
item  making  sawn  slate  slabs  dutiable  at 
15  per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [10.40]. — The  previous  item  deals 
with  slate  slabs,  split,  with  rough  edges. 
That  i&  the  raw  materiaL    The  slate  in 


this  item  is  partially  manufactured,  and 
in  most  cases  practically  wholly  manufac- 
tured. When  I  was  Minister  of  Trade 
and  CustcHns  I  had  a  great  deal  of  trou- 
ble over  (his  question,  and  fought  the 
people  interested  in  this  article  and  in 
marble.  Under  the  previous  classifica- 
tion they  practically  brought  in  their 
mantlepieces  and  tables  with  nothing  more 
to  be  done  to  th^  except  to  smooth  the 
edges  and  polish  them.  I  must  oppose 
the  amendment.  This  classificatitm  has 
been  prepared  with  a  full  knowledge  of 
what  has  previously  happened,  and  of  what 
the  effect  will  be.  They  are  allowed  to 
bring  in  the  split  blocks  with  rough  edges, 
but  surely  we  can  do  the  rest  of  the  work 
here. 

Amendment  negatived. 
Item  agreed  to. 

Item  266  (Wrought  slate,  n.e.i.)  agreed 

ta 

Item  367.  Roofing  Slatei,  ad  val.,  ac  per 
cent. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (  Lang)  [io.j^2].-~l 
intended  to  propose  a  preferential  rate  on 
the  previous  item,  but  it  was  put  too 
quickly. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  duty  in  this 
item  is  reccunmended  bv  the  Commission. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— By  one  section  of 
the  C<Mnmission.  The  old  duty  was  15  per 
cent.    I  move — 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  4th  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  val.  (United  Kingdom),  15  per 
ctnt.,"  be  added. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  words  "  and  on  .-ind  after  4th  De- 
ctmber,  1907,  iid  val.  (United  Kingdom),  20 
I'cr  cent.,"  be  added. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Item  368.    Stone  and  Marble— 

(A)  Unwrought,  including  rough  or  scabbled 

from  the  pick,  ad  val.,  10  per  cent. 

(B)  Slabs  or  scantlings,  sawn  on  one  01  two 

faces,  ad  val.,  15  per  cent, 
(c)  Slabs  or  scantlings,  sawn  on  oas  or  more 
faces,  and  one  or  more  edges,  ad  val., 
3o  per  cent. 

(D)  Wrought,  n.e.i.,  ad  val.,  30  per  cent. 

(E)  Wrought  ornamental,  ad  val.,  35  per 

cent. 

(F)  Dust  and  Chips,  ad  val.,  ao  per  cent. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne) 
proposed — 

That  before  the  word  "  Unwrought,"  para- 
graph A,  the  word  "  Marble  "  be  inserted. 

Mr.  CARR  (Macquarie)  [10.46].— I  de- 
sire to  point  ouf 'lhat.  although  in  Austra- 
lia   tbare   are   unlimited    quantities  of 
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coloured  marble — scnne  of  the  best  in  the 
world — there  is  no  white  marble.  This 
has  been  searched  for  all  over  the  "Com- 
monwealth, and  I  have  it  on  the  highest 
authority  that  pure  white  marble  comes 
from  Carrara,  in  Italy,  cmly. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — There  is  pure  white 
marble  in  both  New  South  Wales  and  Vic- 
toria. 

Mr.  CARR.— If  the  statement  of 
txMiorable  member  for  Bourke  is  vfxnxA,  I 
shall  suppwt  the  duty  as  pn^x»ed;  but  I 
have  vet  to  be  ccmvinced  that  white  marble 
has  been  found  in  Australia.  The  proposed 
duty  on  other  classes  of  marble  is  desir- 
able, because,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  so 
plentiful  in  my  ekctcMite  that  some  of  the 
streets  of  the  country  towns  are  metalled 
with  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [10.48]. — I  have  taken  great  interest 
in  this  question  for  a  very  Itxig  time.  I 
asked  Mr.  Summers,  the  well-known  sculp- 
tor, to  investigate  the  matter,  and  I  Have 
a  report  from  him  showing  that  there  are 
quarries  in  the  nei|^bourh«x]  of  Bathurst, 
Molong,  and  Orange  where  white  marble 
is  to  be  obtained.  For  the  first  twdve 
feet,  however,  when  the  ground  was 
opened,  the  marble  was  not  pure  white,  be- 
ing stained  with  inxi  or  some  other  colour- 
ing matter ;  but  as  the  work  has  proceeded 
it  has  been  found  that  magnificent  marble' 
is  obtainable.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  have 
some  photographs  and  samples  of  the 
marble  in  my  office  at  the  present  moment, 
and  there  are  deposits  of  white  as  well  as 
of  coloured  marble  awaiting  development 
here. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [10.50].— I 
think  that  marble  in  the  rough  ought  to  be 
free.  To  me  it  appears  a  quixotic  idea  to 
impose  a  duty  on  rough  marble. 

Mr.  Mauger. — There  is  splendid  marble 
to  be  obtained  in  Australia. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Does  the  Postmaster- 
General  not  know  that  there  is  twenty  times 
the  work  provided  on  the  marble  after  it  is 
quarried  than  is  provided  in  the  quarrying 
of  it?  In  big  centres  like  Melbourne  and 
Sydney  it  is  easy  to  obtain  marble  from 
the  quarries,  but  in  the  more  distant  parts 
of  the  Commonwealth  the  cost  of  convey- 
ance would  be  greater  than  that  of  the 
marble  itself.  No  one  can  say  that  a 
duty  of  10  per  cent,  can  have  any  protec- 
tive incidence,  and  it  should  be  our  desire 
to  afford  our  sculptors  an  opportunity  to 
obtain  their  raw  material  at  as  reaaoiable 
'y  rate  as  possible 


Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [10.53].— What 
the  honorable  member  for  Wide  Bay  has 
said  is  perfectly  true,  and  this  marble 
ought  to  be  on  the  free  list.  There  is  a 
local  white  marble,  which  is  useful  for  a 
.number  of  purposes ;  but  local  sculptors  of 
undoubted  standing  themselves  say  that  it 
is  altogether  useless  for  the  finer  work  of 
statuary.  The  local  marble  is  not  nearly 
so  white  as  the  imported  marble,  and,  not 
being  of  so  fine  a  grain,  has  a  dark,  rough 
appearance  when  finished.  It  is,  moreover, 
full  of  small  flint-like  particles,  which  in- 
terfere considerably  with  its  working.  It 
is,  however,  quite  possible  Uiat  at  a  lower 
depth  a  better  marble  may  be  found. 

Mr.  Carr. — I  was  quoting  the  local 
sculptors,  and  I  think  the  honoraUe  mem- 
ber must  have  seen  the  wrong  people. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Those  who  use  the 
marble  ought  to  be  the  best  judges  of  whe- 
ther it  is  good,  bad,  or  indifferent ;  and  my  * 
information  is  that  the  local  stooe  is  not  to 
be  compared  with  the  impcnted  white 
marble  at  present. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [10.54].— 
The  honorable  member  for  Macquarie  sug- 
gested that  the  honorable  member  for  Lang 
had  been  unfortunate  in  the  sculptors  with 
whwn  he  had  come  in  contact.  We  must 
not  forget,  however,  that  Mr.  SummerSt 
who  has  been  referred  to  by  the  Treasurer, 
is,  I  suppose,  one  of  the  foremost  sculp- 
tors in  Australia.  Mr.  Summers  spmt 
over  twentv-five  years  in  Rome,  and  was 
President  of  the  Art  Society  there. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — ^That  is  a  beauti- 
ful statue  by  Mr.  Summers  at  Ballarat. 

Mr.  SALMON.— It  is. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis.— It  was  made  in 
Rone. 

Mr.  SALMON.— Mr.  Summers,  with  all 
his  years  of  experience,  and  knowing  as  be 
does  every  marble  quarry  of  any  size  in  the 
whole  of  Europe,  declares  that  in  the  sou- 
thern part  of  New  South  Wales  and  the 
north-eastern  portion  of  Victoria,  marble  is 
be  found  equal  in  quality  to  any  ob- 
tained in  the  world.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Lang  has  said  that,  on  account  of 
its  colour,  sculptors  cannot  use  Australian 
marble.  But  I  repeat  that  Mr.  Summers 
has  done  work  with  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— With  white  marble? 

Mr.  SALMON.— Yes.  It  would  give  roe 
^■e^y  great  pleasure  to  take  the  honorable 
member  to  his  studio.  Here  we  are  again 
discussing  the  merits  of  ai^ustrall^  pro- 
duction. I  am  WHS^^SS&able 
member  for  Lang  did  not  tell  iu  the  namM 
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of  the  sralpton  wfaom  be  bad  in  his  mindf 
and  who  he  dedared  ooald  not  work  Aus- 
tralian marble. 

Mr.  JOHNs<»4. — I  said  that  tbey  could 
not  turn  out  sudi  excellent  woilc  with  the 
local  marble  as  they  could  with  the  im- 
ported. 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  honorable  member 
said  that  they  could  not  w<Mrk  it  for  the 
purposes  of  statuary. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  absolutely  deny  having 
made  that  statement. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  am  quite  content  to 
accept  the  honorable  member's  assurance. 
We  have  in  Australia  an  artist  who  has  a 
world-wide  reputation  

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — One  mason  says  that 
there  is  no  white  marble  in  Australia. 

Mr.  SALMON. — I  suppose  that  he  is  an 
importer  of  marble.  Mr.  Summers  is  pre- 
pared to  stake  his  reputation  upon  tfie  state- 
ment diat  we  have  in  Australia  enormous 
deposits  of  white  marble,  which  are  equal 
in  quality  to  that  ol  any  other  deposits  in 
the  world-  He  has  proved  his  contention 
by  producing  works  *hich  are  ai  view  at 
hjs  studio  ^  East  Melbourne. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [11.0].— If  the 
Treasurer  will  move  in  the  diiecuon  of  im- 
posing a  duty  10  per  cent  upon  colored 
marble,  I  dull  be  prepued  to  support 
him.  I  unhesitatingly  say  that  there  is  no 
white  marble  in  the  world  except  that  which 
is  found  at  Carrara.  I  know  that  'some 
honorable  members  declare  that  white 
marble  can  be  obtained  at  a  dozen  {places 
in  the  Commonwealth.  But  in  KaUtT  it 
is  not  a  white  but  a  creamy  marble.  Di- 
rectly it  is  manufactured  into  sutuary  it 
does  not  retain  its  colour  as  does  white  im- 
pcwted  marble. 

Mr.  Hutchison.— Nonsense. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  know  that  a  petitioB 
has  been  circulated  amongst  honorable  mem- 
bers setting  out  that  "the  undersigned 
marble  and  granite  masons,  manufacturers, 
and  merchants,  ask  that  thefe  ^onld  be  no 
alteration  in  the  (rfd  duty." 

Mr.  DtJGALD  Thomson. — The  petition 
bears  diree  hundred  signatures. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — Most  of  the  signatures  are 
those  of  workmen.  In  other  words,  the  peti- 
tion is  a  "  faked  "  one,  which  the  workmen 
in  every  State  but  Victoria  have  signed.  I 
need  only  point  to  the  fact  that  there  are 
ten  signatories  in  Hobart.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose that  anybody  will  contend  for  a  mo- 
.  ment  that  there  are  ten  monumental  mason 
employers  in  Tasmania.   Hien  a  iramber 


of  Mgnatures  ha\*e  been  duplicated.  There 
are  eight  signatories  to  the  petition  in 
Armtdale. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — I  can  show  a  "  faked" 
petition  upon  the  other  side. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Then  let  the  honorable 
member  produce  it.  This  petition  has 
been  got  up  by  the  importers,  who '  have 
compelled  the  workmen  in  every  State  but 
Victoria  to  sign  it  Fourteen  of  the  sig- 
natories to  the  petition  are  said  to  be 
located  at  Wagga. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lt(^. — I  am  surprised  at 
the  hcnorable  member. 

Mr.  TUDOR— I  hope  that  I  shall  sur- 
prise the  Treasurer  a  little  bit  more. 

Sir  WiLZXAM  Lyke. — The  rate  proposed 
is  that  which  operated  under  the  old  Tariff. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— No.  The  workmen  are 
not  satisfied  that  their  raw  material  shall 
be  taxed  whilst  the  finished  article  is 
required  to  pay  only  a  v>0ry  nnall  duty. 
They  ask  that  the  duty  upon  colored  marble 
unwrought  shall  be  10  per  cent.,  and  that 
stone  or  white  masfole  unwrought,  including 
rough  or  scabbled  from  tin  i»ck,  shall  be 
admitted  fn&.  Hier  want  slabs  or 
scantlingi  sawn  on  oiie  Or  two  faces  to 
be  admitted  free  j  slabs  or  scantlings  sawn 

00  <xie  or  two  faces,  and  <xie  or  more 
edges,  to  be  made  dutiable  at  10  p^ 
cent,  and  the  finished  article  at  45 
per  cent  I  realize  that  there  is  no 
chance  of  carrying  such  propo&ab  here. 

1  believe  that  if  a  pn^iOritive  duty 
should  be  imposed  on  any  article  it 
should  be  imposed  on  marble,  because 
practically  the  whole  value  of  the  finished 
article  lies  in  the  labour.  If  we  want  to 
employ  labcnir  here  we  should  see  that  a 
high  duty  is  put  on  dressed  marble.  I 
do  not  suppose  that  any  honorable  mem- 
ber on  the  other  side  will  put  in  a  plea 
on  behalf  of  the  poor  farmer  that  he 
should  have  a  monument  duty  free. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Now  that  the  hon- 
orable member  has  turned  free-trader  it 
is  time  for  us  to  become  protectionists. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  have  not  turned  free- 
trader. X  am  merely  asking,  as  I  have 
done  in  other  cases,  t^  the  raw  material 
of  our  monumental  masons  should  be  ad- 
mitted free.  Honorable  members  must 
know  that  they  will  not  import  the  marble 
unless  it  is  treated  00  one  or  two  sides. 
Under  my  proposal,  if  adopted,  our 
quarrymen  would  be  able  to  get  more 
work.  Until  it  is  saira^or  dr^sed  it  i» 
not  possible  todt|ilieS<fMm)^lE@anite  is 
good  or  not. 
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Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  is  it  that  the 
honorable  member  wants? 

Mr.  TUDOR. — I  want  the  raw  material 
admitted  free. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  will  vote  with 
the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  ask  the  Minister  to 
insert  at  the  beginning  of  his  amendment 
the  words  "coloured  marble." 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Nonsense  !  The 
whole  trouble  is  that  the  men  do  not  lilce 
the  hard  marble. 

Mr.  Thouas. — ^Let  us  give  the  quarry- 
men  a  bit  of  protection. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— If  the  Committee  is 
against  me  I  cannot  help  it.  I  have  done 
my  best  on  behalf  of  the  Australian  work- 
men who  are  engaged  in  this  industry.  1 
feel  convinced  that  it  would  be  in  its  best 
interests  if  the  proposals  I  read  were 
adopted.  Apparently  hcmorable  members 
are  anxious  to  put  a  duty  on  white  marble 
when  they  know  that  there  is  only  one 
place  in  the  world  where  it  can  be  ob- 
tained. I  trust  that  the  Minister,  if  he 
carries  his  proposal  to  put  a  duty  of  lo 
per  cent,  on  white  marble,  will  agree  to 
increase  the  duty  on  the  finished  article. 
Will  he  promise  to  do  that? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  will  tell  the  hon- 
orable member  when  we  reach  the  item. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  suppose  that  when  the 
item  is  reached  the  h(xx>rable  gentleman 
will  agree  to  some  proposal  from  the  Op- 
position, and  alter  the  duty  so  as  to  wipe 
out  the  men  who  are  engaged  in  this  in- 
dustry, 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE  (Grampians) 
[ii.io"]. — It  may  interest  honorable  mem- 
bers if  I  read  *  a  letter  which  has  been 
addressed  to  me  bv  a  monumental  and 
marble  mason  concerning  this  item.  He 
writes  as  follows — 

Will  you  plnte,  wben  dealing  with  the  duties 
on  stone,  use  your  influence  and  cast  your  vote 
in  the  interest  of  working  masons  by  voting 
for  a  low  duty  on  rough  slabs  and  blocks  of 
marble,  so  as  to  enable  us  to  compete  with  the 
underpaid  Italian  workmen?  Rough  blocks  of 
marble  we  would  like  to  see  on  Uie  free  list, 
also  slabs  and  scantlings.  I  may  tell  you  that 
slabs  and  scantlings  sawn  on  edges  are  of  no  ad- 
vantage to  us,  as  the  sawn  edges  are  liable  to 
get  chipped  and  broken,  and  we  have  to  work 
the  edges  again.  So  if  you  would  try  to  get 
k.  B,  C  on  the  free  list  you  will  have  the  best 
wi^es  of  every  working  mason  in  the  Common- 
wealth. As  regard!  wrought  and  wrought  orna- 
mental, D  and  C,  the  duty  of  30  and  35  per 
cent,  does  not  matter  so  much.  It  is  the  raw 
material  that  we  want  to  get  in  free.  The 
duty  on  the  cases  in  which  marble  and  granite 
headstones  and  monuments  are  packed  is  a  hard 


tax,  as  the  cases  are  of  no  use  to  us,  and  are 
geuerally  left  in  the  cemetery  after  the  head- 
stone is  unpacked.  In  conclusion,  I  may  state  that 
there  is  no  white  marble  in  the  Commonwealth 
suitable  for  monumental  work,  or,  at  any  rate, 
there  is  none  on  the  market.  There  is  a  dove- 
coloured  marble  in  New  South  Wales;  but  it 
is  the  white  marble  that  we  want,  and  imtil 
there  is  a  local  white  marble  on  the  market 
we  would  like  to  get  our  raw  material  as  dheap 
as  possible,  so  as  to  compete  with  the  cheap 
labour  of  other  countries. 

That  ccHifirms  the  representations  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Yarra.  I  ask  that 
in  the  interests  of  the  working  masons  the 
raw  material  should  be  admitted  free.  I 
am  quite  satisfied  that  there  should  be  a 
duty  on  the  finished  article. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [11. 11].— 
A  few  weeks  ago  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
paying  a  visit  to  the  studb  of  Mr.  Sum- 
mers. Until  then  I  had  not  the  remotest 
idea  that  such  very  fine  marbles,  especially 
coloured  ones,  were  obtainable  in  Australia 
as  were  displayed  in  his  studio.  He,  of 
course,  is  only  interested  in  our  marbles  as 
a  sculptor.  He  is  not  concerned  in  any 
quarries.  Any  duty  which  would  render 
it  more  difficult  for  him  to  obtain  his  raw 
material  would  certunly  be  against  his 
own  interests,  and  therefore  I  placed  great 
reliance  on  the  statement  which  he  made 
to  myself  and  others.  He  declared  that 
some  of  the  white  marbles  which  had  been 
submitted  to  him,  and  which  he  had  worked 
up,  were  as  fine  as  he  had  obtained  from 
anywhere  else.  He  addeJ  that  almost  all 
marble  quarries  improved  as  they  went 
down. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  not  the  hon- 
orable member  think  that  fhe  very  hi^ 
price  of  Carrara  marble  is  a  sufficient  pro- 
tection for  any  marble  which  we  may  have 
— without  imposing  any  duty? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  high  price  of 
Carrara  marble  would,  of  course,  be  some 
protection,  but  if  we  have  suitable  marble 
in  our  own  quarries  we  ought  to  develop 
them  if  possible. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — We  have  coloured 
marbles,  but  not  white  marble. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— It  is  of  no  use  for 
the  honwable  member  to  make  that  state- 
ment, because  we  have  the  assurance  of 
Mr.  Summers,  a  well  known  sculptOT,  that 
we  have  white  marble.  From  a  leter 
which  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Frederidc 
Herring,  a  mcmumental  mason,  of  South 
Australia,  I  gather  that  faked  petitions  are 
not  confined  to  New  South  Wales.  A 
sentence  in  this  letter  of  Mr.  Herring  states 
that  a  circular  was  sent  to  him  in  which  he 
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was  asked  to  do  his  best  to  get  the  duty 
taken  off,  and  to  carry  out  the  views  enun- 
ciated in  the  petition  which  he  signed.  He 
■ays — 

They  are  io  error,  as  I  never  signed  any  peti- 
tion. The  duty  jmt  on  sawn  slips  and  slabs  will 
be  of  great,  advantage  to  our  industry, 

Mr.  Herring  is  not  only  a  mason,  but  also 
has  an  interest  in  the  Angastcxi  quarries. 
No  argument  has  been  given  as  to  why 
there  should  be  any  rfeduction  in  the  dut^-. 
Hence  I  hope  that  the  Government  will 
stick  to  their  proposal. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [11.17].—!  shall 
support  the  Treasurer  in  regard  to  this 
item.  We  have  very  fine  marble  quarries  in 
New  South  Wales,  As  to  the  statement 
that  there  is  no  white  marble  in  Australia, 
I  have  to  say  that  white  marble  has  been 
obtained  in  New  South  Wales.  The  Trea- 
surer has  taken  an  interest  in  the  industry 
in  his  own  State  many  years  past,  and 
\as  arranged  for  several  exhibitions  of  the 
marbles  obtained  there.  On  one  occasicHi, 
Dr.  Macarthy,  of  Sydney,  fooled  the  public 
with  what  he  called  a  marble  man.  That 
was  done  with  marble  obtained  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Orange — at  Cow  Flat. 
The  block  was  so  white  that  many  people 
took  it  to  be  a  petrified  man. 

Mr.  Cakk.— It  was  not  white. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  honorable  member 
ftw  Macquarie  must  admit  that  the  more 
marble  quarries  are  worked,  the  better  the 
quality  becomes.  So  far  as  ccmcerns  the 
item  under  omsideration,  the  honorable 
member  for  Grampians  said  that  the  work- 
ing masons  want  articles  in  paragraphs  a, 
B  and  c  to  be  free.  But  there  are  other 
artisans  onployed  in  the  industry  besides 
the  masons.  There  is  the  maifole  worker 
to  consider. '  He  wants  protectbn  as 
against  the  cheap  labour  of  Italy.  The 
maii>le  workers  prepare  the  slabs,  finish 
them  and  polish  them.  It  is  a  very  impor- 
tant industry,  indeed — far  more  important 
than  that  of  the  working  mason  or  the 
monumental  mascm  who  turns  the  finished 
marble  into  tombstones.  As  under  the  old 
Tariff  there  was  a  duty  of  10  per  cent,  on 
the  rough  marble,  \  shall  vote  for  such  a 
duty  in  this  Tariff ;  and  I  shall  also  vote 
for  duties  in  cc»inexion  with  paragraphs 
B,  c,  and  D,  in  order  to  give  assistance  to 
a  clasi  of  very  hard-wcffking  men,  who 
have  to  compete  against  seme  of  the 
cheapest  labmir  in  the  wcnrld. 

Mr.  Fisher. — How  much  labour  is  there 
in  quarrying? 


Mr.  WILKS.— There  is  a  great  deal  of 
labour  in  chiselling  and  polishing.  The 
duty  of  10  per  cent,  on  uhwrought  marble 
is  not  in  the  interest  of  the  marble  worker, 
but  of  the  marble  quarries  of  Australia. 
There  are  several  quarries  in  New  South 
Wales.  Paragraphs  b,  c,  and  d  are  in  the 
interests  of  the  mart>le  wcvker,  Tfie  only 
paragraph  to  which  I  object  is  paragraph 
E,  wrought  ornamental  marble,  upon  which 
the  duty  is  35  per  cent.  I  should  like  to 
see  it  reduced  to  30  per  cent.  The  differ- 
ence between  the  duty  in  paragraph  c,  20 
per  cent.,  and  that  in  paragrai^  e,  35  per 
cent.,  is  too  great.  I  shall  vote  for  a 
duty  of  30  per  cent,  in  paragraph  e. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [11. zi].— 
I  believe,  with  the  hmorable  member  ioc 
Yarra,  that  unwrougbt  marble  should  be 
free.  The  marble  quarries  of  Gippsland 
have  been  referred  to.  I  believe  that  the 
facts  of  the  case  are  that  the  quarries  can- 
not be  conveniently  worked  because  they 
are  inaccessible. 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne. — They  are  not, 

Mr.  WILSON.— There  is  absolutely  no 
chance  of  getting  that  muble  down  to  Mel- 
bourne until  a  railway  has-  been  built. 
That  being  the  case,  what  the  honorable 
member  for  Yarra  says  is  quite  correct — 
that  a  duty  of  10  per  cent,  would  simply 
be  a  tax  (Ml  the  raw  material  of  men  whose 
busings  it  is  to  work  up  marble.  I  shall 
therefore  vote  with  the  honorable  member 
in  this  case.  I  also  believe  that  slabs  or 
scantlings  should  be  free.  The  marble  has 
to  be  sawn  before  it  can  be  used.  I  am 
advised  by  monumental  masons  that  there 
should  be  no  duty  on  account  of  the  matmal 
covered  by  paragraph  c.  The  same  remark 
applies  to  that  specified  in  paragraph 
B.  When  these  men  work  up  the  imported 
marble,  they  have  to  take  the  edges  off, 
because  in  coming  out  from  Italy  it  gets 
chipped.  Before  it  can  be  made  into  tomb- 
stones, the  edges  and  faces  have  to  be  re- 
worked. I  shall  therefore  support  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Yarra  as  to  the  contents 
of  paragraphs  a,  b,  and  c.  As  to  para- 
graph F,  dealing  with  dust  and  chips,  I 
shall  vote  to  leave  the  Tariff  as  it  stands. 
I  have  seen  the  pay-sheets  these  men, 
and  can  say  that  th^  are  paid  realty 
splendid  wages,  and  have  nothing  to  com- 
plain about. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [11.25]. 
— I  understand  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Wide  Bay  is  willing  to  accept  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  honorable  member  for  Yarra, 
and  to  allow  white  marble  to  be  imported 
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free.  I  have  given  some  study  to  this 
question,  and  I  should  feel  very  proud  as 
an  Australian  if  a  block  of  Australian 
white  marble  could  be  carved  into  a  statue. 
I  may  remark  that  the  statue  of  Queen  Vic- 
toria standing  in  Queen's  Hall  is  generally 
supposed  to  be  carved  from  one  piece  of 
marble.  But  when  I  was  in  Europe  I  was 
told  that  the  headpiece  was  simply  let  in, 
and  that  the  statue  was  a  fraud  to  that 
extent.  When  it  was  being  shifted  from 
one  end  of  Queen's  Hal!  to  the  other,  I 
determiaed  to  get  up  and  have  a  look  at 
it,  in  order  to  verify  that  statement.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  prevent  me,  but  I  was 
determined,  and  I  found  that  the  state- 
ment was  true.  With  regard  to  what  the 
honoraUe  member  for  Laanecoorie  has 
said.  I  think  he  is  aware  that  when  I  was 
a  member  of  the  State  Parliament  I  ob- 
tained justice  for  Mr.  Summers,  who  had 
been  wronged  for  fourteen  years  in  conse- 
quence of  infamous  treatment  by  the  State 
Government.  He  was  robbed  few  some 
years  of  the  money  which  he  should  have 
received  for  the  four  statues  which  stand 
in  front  of  the  Exhibition  Building;  and 
has  not  been  paid  even  interest  on  it.  In- 
deed, he  was  barely  saved  frota  the  claw  of 
the  great  Lansell,  of  Bendiga  Loving 
this  country  as  every  Australian  does,  I 
should  be  glad  to  learn  of  the  discovery  of 
a  real  white  marble  here.  Attempts  to  find 
such  marble  have  been  made  in  every  coun- 
try' in  the  world.  I  have  not  heard  of 
Mr.  Summers  making  a  statue  of  Austra- 
lian marble;  at  any  rate,  he  has  not  hon- 
oured me  with  an  invitation  to  see  it.  A 
much  greater  sculptca:  in  our  community — 
the  man  who  for  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  the  English  Academy  won  the  prize  for 
both  painting  and  sculpture,  and  who 
modelled  the  monument  above  the  Age 
newspaper — does  not  use  Australian  marble. 
How  many  statues  are  made  in  Australia? 
God  knows  that  the  sculptOTs  have  a  hard 
time  here.  I  have  stood  as  a  model  to 
sculptors  in  London  who  I  knew  had 
scarcely  bread  to  eat.  Bates,  whose  head 
I  lent  to  the  National  Gallery,  and  who  has 
left  perhaps  the  greatest  name  in 
England  of  late  yeais,  although  be 
dira  prematurely,  is  one  of  these. 
Australia  is  not  kind  to  its  artists. 
Anvone  who  knows  anything  about  them 
knows  how  hard  it  is  for  them  to  make 
ends  meet.  If  white  marble  is  wanted  for 
statues,  the  only  place  where  it  can  be  got 
is  Carrara,  in  Italy.  The  nearest  ap[»x>ach 
to  such  marble  that  I  have  seen  in  Australia 
Mr.  Moloney. 


has  been  cream  cokiored.  I  ask  the  Con- 
mittee  to  allow  real  white  marble  to  be  im- 
ported free  of  duty.  By  all  means,  let  its 
taj£  other  marble. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [11.28]. 
— The  honorable  member  for  Melbourne 
says  that  he  has  stood  a&  a  model  for  the 
sculptors  in  the  Old  Country ;  but  I  hope 
that  if  ever  an  appreciative  country  does 
me  the  honour  to  raise  a  statue  to  my 
memory  it  will  be  made  of  Australian  mar* 
bie.  We  have  in  South  Australia  and  in 
Gippsland  white  marUe  which  is  quite  afr 
good  as  is  necessary.  In  South  Australia 
there  is  a  statue  of  my  national  poet. 
Bums,  executed  in  Australian  white  mar- 
ble ;  and  another  of  one  of  the  greatest  men 
who  ever  set  foot  on  this  country,  Jcrfin 
McDouall  Stuart,  also  made  of  Australian 
marble.  If  statues  like  that  can  be  ma-je 
of  Australian  marble,  the  local  stone  should 
be  good  enough  for  any  one  who  wishes  to 
have  a  monument  erected  to  his  memory.  It 
is  white  oiouj^  fotr  the  whitest  man  who 
ever  lived  on  Australian  soil. 

Amendmmt  (by  Mr.  Fishes)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  amcDdment  be  amended  by  inierting 

Ihe  word  "White"  Ijefore  the  word  "'Marble. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [11.32]  — 
Angaston  marble  is  fit  for  all  the  purposes 
for  which  marble  is  required  here,  and  I 
am  very  surprised  to  hear  Victorian  pro- 
tectionists advocating  the  importati(Hi  of 
tombstones  free.  The  Angaston  marine  is 
very  valuable,  and  the  South  Australian 
Government  is  proposing  to  build  a  railway 
to  the  locality  where  it  is  found.  There 
are  some  of  the  finest  marble  quarries  io  the 
world  there.  The  face  is  as  high  as  the 
gallery,  and  slabs  of  very  fine  stone,  iS 
to  20  feet  long,  can  be  cut  The  dcfiotit 
of  marble  starts  at  Second  Valley,  runs 
through  M^lesfield  and  Angaston,  and 
crosses  the  Broken  Hill  railway  line  at 
Paratoo.  That  belt  is  170  miles  long,  and 
has  been  opened  up  in  only  two  or  three 
places,  so  that  even  better  quarries  than 
are  now  open  may  yet  be  discovered.  The 
marble  is  good  enough  for  all  the  purposes 
for  which  we  need  such  stone. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [11.34].— The 
Committee  seems  almost  unanimous  as  to 
the  advisability  of  admittti^;  duty  free  tn- 
wrought  white  marble.  With  the  eaoeption 
of  the  quarry-owners,  most  of  the  witnesses 
who  appeared  before  the  Tariif  Commis- 
ston  suggested  that  this  marble  should  be 
admitted  duty  free.  As  to.  coloured  mar- 
ble, the  evidenceDilSz^fcat&fiigiC  Th« 
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value  of  the  monuments  imported  last  year 
was  only  about  j£Bi&,  and  if  forty  masons 
had  been  employed  in  making  than,  they 
would  not  have  earned  more  than 
j£2o  each.  The  weight  and  bulk  of 
monuments  protect  local  makers  from 
competition.  The  best  Italian  marble 
costs  I  OS.  or  1 3S.  per  cntnc  foot ; 
that  would  be  free  of  duty.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Angaston  marble  can  be  de- 
livered at  Adelaide  at  a  cost  of  about  4s. 
6d.  per  cubic  foot,  so  that  no  duty  would 
cause  the  latter  to  be  substituted  for  the 
Italian.  The  very  fact  that  the  price  of 
Australian  marble  is  at  the  present  time  so 
much  lower  than  is  that  of  the  imported 
marble  shows  that  the  dirty  is  not  likely  to 
affect  the  choice.  The  petition  circulated 
amongst  honorable  members  praying  thait 
the  old  duty  should  not  be  increased  was 
signed  by  more  than  95  per  cent,  of  the 
monumental  marUe,  and  granite  trade  of 
Australia. 

Mr.  Tudor.— That  was  a  faked  peti- 
tion. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— We  have  to  consider 
the  position  as  sent  to  us.  It  sets  out  diat 
the  cost  of  importing  marUe  and  granite 
averages  about  40  per  cent  or  50  per  cent.* 
and  that  under  the  old  duty  the  native 
marble  enjoyed  a  protection  of  frtmi  60  per 
cent,  .to  70  per  cent.  In  the  face  of  these 
facts,  I  fail  to  see  why  the  duty  should  be 
iiKreased.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  should 
be  disposed,  on  the  contrary,  to  place  this 
marble  on  the  free  list. 

Mr.  JOSE  PH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[11-37]. — By  this  time  we  should  have 
heard  all  the  pros  and  cons  of  the  marble 
industry ;  but  I  have  not  heard  any  hcmor- 
ab\e  member  prove  conclusively  that  we 
have  in  Australia  pure  white  marble. 

Mr.  Hutchison.— What  about  the  evi* 
da«x  of  Mr.  Summers,  the  sculptor? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Has  he  investi- 
gated all  the  marble  deposits  of  Australia  ? 
I  think  it  is  absurd  to  suggest  that  he  has. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.  —  Mr.  Cosmo  New- 
bery  said  that  the  Gippsland  marble  was 
equal  to  that  of  Carrara. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
rownber  for  Barrier  suggests  that  it  needs 
oily  a  duty  to  turn  Australian  marble 
white,  and  I  am  beginning  to  think  that 
there  is  something  in  the  contention.  I 
have  seen  a  good  many  marble  deposits  in 
Australia,  but  have  never  ccane  across  a  de- 
posit of  pure  white  maible,  and  am  afraid 


that  I  cannot  hope  to  see  in  Australia  a 
deposit  equal  to  those  of  Carrara.  I  wish 
it  were  otherwise. 

Mr.  Wise. — Has  the  honorable  member 
seen  those  deposits? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.  —  I  have  seen 
stone  taken  from  them.  If  the  honorable 
member  could  produce  in  Australia  marble 
equal  to  it,  his  fortune  would  be  made. 

Mr.  Salmon. — If  we  miss  our  trains,  we 
ought  to  sit  up  ^1  night. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Treasurer 
sat  at  the  table  for  boors  to-day  fighting 
for  a  paltry  5  per  cent,  on  a  matter  that 
was  of  no  material  ocmsequence,  and  I, 
too,  am  prepared  to  stav  here  if  necessary. 
What  does  the  Treasurer  propose  to  do  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  going  to  re- 
tain the  duty  if  possible.  I  am  aston- 
ished that  there  should  be  a  difference  of 
opinion  on  the  siibject. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  we  are  to 
have  a  vo£e  on  the  question  at  once»  I  shall 
say  no  more. 

Question  —  That    the    amendment  be 
amended  by  the  inserticxi  of  the  word 
"  White "    (Mr.    Fisher's  amendment 
upon  Sir  Wiluah  Lyne's  amendment) — 
put.    The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes     ...  ...  ...  9 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  32 


Majority 


BowdcD,  £.  K. 
Browo,  Thomas 

Fisher,  A. 
M.iloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Sinclair,  H. 


Batchclcr,  E.  L. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Chapman.  Austin 
Cook,  Joseplk 
Cooo,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
K'wins.  T.  T. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foster,  F.  J, 
Fraicr,  C.  E, 
Oroom,  L.  E. 
Hedges,  VV.  N. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Lynp,  Sir  William 
Mathews,  J. 
Uatigcr,  S. 


...  23 

Ayes. 

Thomson,  Dugald 
Tudor,  F.  G. 

Tellfrs : 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Johnson,  W.  £. 


Noes. 


McDougall,  J.  K. 
McWilfiams,  W.  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon.  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrcr,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  John 
Watson,  J.  C. 
WiUU.  Henrv 
Wise,  G.  H.' 

Tellert: 
Cook,  Hume 
Watkins,  D. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Amendment  of  the  amendment  nega- 
tived. 

Amendment  (Sir    William  ,  Lyne's) 

agreed  to.  DigitizedbyLjOOglC 
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Amendment  (by  Mr.  Fisher)  nega- 
tived— 

That  after  the  words  "  lo  per  cent.,"  para- 
graph A,  the  words  "and  on  and  after  4tb  De- 
ccoober,  igcyy,  free,"  be  inserted. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [11.50]. 
—I  hope  the  Committee  will  accept  this 
scheme  of  duties,  which  has  been  carefully 
considered,  and  is  based  upon  the  evidence 
of  witnesses  who  were  skilled  workmen. 
It  has  been  arranged  into  divisions  in  an 
ascending  scaile  of  5  per  cent,  according 
to  the  value  of  the  product.  The  duty  oa 
one  item  cannot  be  altered  without  dis- 
turbing the  whole  sch«ne,  and  the  Com- 
mittee should  accept  or  reject  it  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[11. 51]. — I  am  sorry  to  have  to  disagree 
with  the  hcKiorable  member  for  Bendigo, 
because  the  workmen  assure  me  that  para- 
graphs D  and  E  should  be  dutiable  at  the 
same  rate,  since  what  is  introduced  under 
paragraph  d  may  be  in  a  more  complete 
conditi(»i  than  what  is  imported  under 
paragraph  e. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  Treasurer  proposes 
to  make  that  alteration. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [11.53]  — 
I  move — 

That  after  the  words  "  15  per  cent.,"  para- 
<;rapb  B,  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  4th  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  val.,  10  per  cent.,"  be  inserted. 

This  item  covers  the  raw  material  which  is 
{)ut  into  t;he  hands  of  monumental  masons 
to  be  worked  up.  It  is  the  sawn  edges 
of  the  slabs  or  scantlings  that  have  to  be 
worked  up  by  the  local  masons.  I  can 
assure  honorable  members  that  my  proposal 
is  in  accordance  with  the  evidence  of  prac- 
tical men  who  are  earning  their  living  by 
the  making  of  tombstones.  The  matter  is 
of  great  importance  to  the  men  engaged 
at  this  work.  The  industry  is  not  one  in 
which  there  is  any  sweating,  because  the 
monumental  masons,  I  know,  receive  excel- 
lent wages. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Does  the  honorable 
member  mean  to  sav  that  people  will  not 
purchase  tombstones  unless  they  can  get 
them  made  of  Carrara  marble  ? 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  do  not  say  anything 
of  the  sort.  A  duty  of  lo  per  cent,  in 
regard  to  paragraph  b  would  be  distinctly 
to  the  advantage  of  the  workmen. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydne>-)  [i  1.56]. — ^This  question  stands 
very  much  on  the  same  footing  as  the  pro- 
posal which  the  Ccxnmittee  adopted  with 


regard  to  plate  glass,  that  anything 
under  25  feet,  being  the  raw  material  of 
bevellers  and  glassworkers,  should  oome  in 
free.  In  this  case,  however,  it  is  not 
asked  that  the  article  should  be  free,  as 
a  duty  has  been  put  on  the  crude  material. 
It  is  simply  requested  that  the  raw  ma- 
terial for  the  workers  in  this  industry 
should  bear  the  same  duty  as  the  previous 
article.  The  CcMnmittee,  having  accepted 
the  principle  in  the  case  of  plate  glass, 
should  accept  this  proposal  for  the  same 
reascHi. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [11.57].— It  was 
stated  just  now  that  the  Minister  intended 
to  accept  an  amendment  to  make  the  duty 
in  regard  to  paragraph  d  the  same  as  in 
paragraph  e,  but  .  there  is  a  great  difference 
between  the  two  marbles.  That  in  para- 
graph D  is  the  raw  material  of  the  furni- 
ture-maker and  builder. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [11.58].— I  urge 
the  Minister  to  accept  the  10  per  cent, 
duty  in  paragraph  b,  because  the  bulk  of 
the  work  will  have  to  be  done  here.  Hcm- 
orable  members  <^posite  were  anxious  for 
the  work  to  be  done  here,  and  the  marble 
to  be  produced  here.  Any  importers  who 
bring  the  marble  in  will  have  to  see  that 
it  is  good.  The  duty  in  paragraph  c 
could  be  increased,  as  it  will  mean  that 
more  work  will  be  done  here,  and  as  a 
duty  has  been  put  on  the  raw  material  the 
duty  in  paragraph  e  could  be  increased 
also. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [11.59].— 
This  amendment  would  do  a  great  injustice 
to  those  manufactuim  who  nave  gjone  to 
the  great  expense  of  laying  down  sawing 
machines.  It  means  admitting  the  sawn 
scantling  at  the  same  rate  as  the  rough 
blocks.  That  means  interfering  with 
those  who  do  the  sawing  here.  Very 
strong  evidence  was  given  in  every  State 
on  this  point  before  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion. I  am  surprised  at  the  honwable 
member  for  Yarra  supporting  such  a 
proposal 

Mr.  Tudor. — I  was  anxious  that  the 

scabbled  stone  should  come  in  free. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— That  may  be,  but 
the  honorable  member  is  willing  to  allow 
the  sawn  stuff  to  oome  in  at  the  same  rat^ 
as  the  rough  stone.  That  is  an  unfair 
classification,  and  is  going  in  the  teeth  of 
those  who  want  the  sawmg  work  to  be 
done  in  Australia. 

Question — That  after  the  vor6s  15  per 
cent.,  paragraph 
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and  after  4th  Dcoeniber,  1907,  ad  val. 
10  per  oent."  (Mr.  Wilson's  amendment) 
be  inserted — piit.   The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes      ...  ...  ...  12 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  38 


Majcmty 


Browo,  Thomas 
Cook,  Joseph 
Crouch.  R.  A. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Johnson^  W.  E. 
StDClair>  H. 


6«t(;h«lor,  E.  L. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Catts.  J.  H. 
Coon,  J. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Forreit,  Sir  John 
Frwer,  C.  E. 
Gioom,  L.  E. 
Hedees,  W.  N. 
Hutcbisoo,  J. 
Lvne,  Sir  William 
M'aloney.  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 
Hauger,  S. 
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Ayes. 

Thomson,  Dugald 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

Tellert. 
Bowden,  E.  R. 
Liddell,  F. 

NOKS. 

Palmer,  A.  C. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  John 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellert: 
Cook,  Hume 
Foster,  F.  J. 


Pints. 


Kelly,  W.  U. 
'Atkinson,  L. 
LiTingston.  J. 
Edwards,  R. 
McWilliams.  W.  J. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Reid.  G.  H. 
Archer,  E.  W. 
Brown,  Tillcy 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
'Mahon,  H. 
Fyih,  Sir  Philip 
Fowler,  J.  M. 


I  Kingston,  C.  C. 
Deakin,  A. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Page.  J. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
!  Harper,  R. 
Webster,  W. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
O'Malley,  King 
Wilks,  W.  H. 

QuestiOT  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  Wilson. — I  ask,  Mr.  Chairman, 
how  the  vote  of  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs  was  recorded  in  the  last  division? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  ordered  that  the 
vote  of  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs 
should  not  be  counted. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Why? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— After  the  tellers 
were  appointed,  the  honorable  gentleman 
was  standing  in  the  gangway,  and  I  could 
not  reasonably  direct  that  he  be  counted 
on  one  nde  or  the  other. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — I  should  like  to 
have  your  ruling,  Mr.  Chairman,  on  this 
matter,  so  that  an  awkward  precedent  may 


not  be  created.  I  was  talking  to  the  hon- 
orable monber  for  Kalgoorlie  in  reference 
to  the  business  before  us;  and  when  I 
heard  your  voice,  I  at  once  Wok  my 
seat.  It  appears  to  me  that  under  the 
circumstances,  I  ought  to  be  counted  in  the 
division.  Have  I  any,  and,  if  so,  what 
means,  of  protesting  against  your  decisim  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  point  out  to  the 
honorable  member  that  the  bells  were  rung, 
and  1  put  the  question.  I  had  app(»nted 
the  tellers,  who  had  gone  so  far  in  their 
count  as  to  reach  the  honorable  member 
where  he  was  standing;  so  that  he  could 
not  have  moved  into  his  place  so  soon  as 
he  heard  my  voice.  As  the  honcwable 
member  was  standing  in  the  gangway — 
whereas  he  ought  to  have  been  seated  on 
one  side  or  the  other — I  did  not  know  on 
which  side  to  count  him,  and,  therefore,  I 
ordered  that  he  ought  not  to  be  counted  at 
all.  I  further  point  out  that  whatever  con- 
versations go  on  under  such  circumstances 
are  irregular ;  and,  if  sudt  irregularities  are 
allowed,  the  divisicms  will  become  a  farce. 
That  is  a  result  which  I  as  the  officer  re- 
sponsible for  the  proper  conduct  of  busi- 
ness cannot  allow. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Mr.  Chair- 
man • 

The  CHAIRMAN.— If  the  honorable 
member  desires  to  go  further,  he  must 

move  a  dissent  from  my  ruling. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — That  is  cer- 
tainly what  I  feel  I  ought  to  do,  because, 
in  my  opinion,  there  could  be  no  doubt 
on  which  side  I  was  voting. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook) 
negatived — 

That  after  the  words  "  ao  per  cent.,"  para- 
graph c,  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  4th 
December,  IQ07,  ad  Val.  (United  Kingdom)^  15 
per  cent.,"  be  inserted. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook)  pro* 
posed — 

That  after  the  words  "30  per  cent.,"  para- 
graph D,  the  words  "and  on  and  after  4th 
December,  1907,  ad  val.  (United  Kingdom),  20 
per  cent.,"  be  inserted. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [12.9  a.m.].— 
Paragraph  D — "  wrought  n.e.i.,'*  refers  to 
granite  headsttxies,  which  ciXca  mean 
more  work  and  cost  more  money  than 
"wrought  ornamental,"  and  yet  the 
former  will  come  in  at  a  lower  rate 
of  duty.  I  have  no  doubt  that  we 
shall  be  told  that  the  scheme  of  the 
Tariff  is  all  right,  and  sluwld  be  adhered 
to;  but  I  think  tha^boUfc^lieirk^tgite  and 
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the  htMiorable  member  for  Bendigo  will  ad- 
mit that  the  stcxw  vrhidi  represents  the 
greater  amount  of  work  should  not  be  ad- 
mitted at  the  lower  rate. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [i2.io 
a.in.]. — I  desire  to  point  out  that  under  the 
scheme  of  the  Tariff  the  s^me  which  Is 
highly  wrought  and  highly  decorative  is 
charged  the  heavier  rate  of  duty ;  the  plain 
tombstone  without  decoration  will  be 
charged  only  30  per  cent. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook) 
put — 

That  after  the  words  "  30  per  cent.,"  para- 
graph D,  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  4th 
December,  1907,  ad  val.  (United  Kingdom),  35 
per  cent.,"  be  inserted. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes 

Noes 

Majority 

Bowden,  E.  K. 
Brown,  Thomu 
Cook,  Joseph 
Forrest,  Sit  Jolni 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Irvine,  Hans 

Carr,  E.  S. 
Carts,  J.  H. 
Chapman,  ABitm 
CooD,  J. 
Visher,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  £. 
Hedges.  W.  N. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  T. 
M  auger,  S. 
Quick,  Sir  John 

Kelly,  W.  H. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Archer,  K.  W. 
Edwards.  R. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Willis,  Henry 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Maboo,  H. 
Livingston,  J. 
McWiliiams,  W.  J. 
t'airbaim,  G. 
Fowler,  J.  U. 


...  IZ 
 24 

 13 

Ates. 

Sinclair,  H. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Tellers: 

iohoson,  W.  E. 
.iddell,  F. 

Nobs. 

Salmon,  C.  C 
Sampson,  S. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Wadrins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellert. 
Batchclor,  £.  L, 
Cook,  Hume 

FAUtS. 

Kingston,  C.  C. 
Deakin,  A. 
Webster,  W. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Harper,  R. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hutcbisoa,  }. 
McDouRall,  ].  K. 
Page.  J, 
O'Malley,  King 
Thomas,  J. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Sir  ■WILLIA^I  LYNE  (Hume—Trca- 
surer)  [12,20  a.m.]. — I  move — 

That  the  words  "  (c)  Wrought  ornamental, 
ad  val.,  35  per  cent.,**  be  left  out. 


I  am  informed  that  it  is  not  considered 
necessary  to  retain  this  paragra;^,  which 
would  be  likely  to  be  productive  of  com- 
plicaticHis.  Stone  and  marble  vrrought 
ornamental  will  then  fall  under  the  heading 
of  "wrought  n.e.i." 

Mr.  Tudor.— Therefore,  the  Treasurer 
has  reduced  the  dutv  by  5  per  cent.  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  know  that  I 
have. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[12.23  a-ni.]. — Is  there  any  reascsi  why  the 
duty  levied  upon  dust  and  chips  under 
the  old  Tariff  should  be  increased?  I 
move — 

That  after  the  words  "so  per  cent.,'*  para- 
graph T,  the  words  **  and  mi  and  after  4th  De- 
cemoer,  1907,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  10  per 
cent.,"  be  added. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [12.24  — I  have  endeavoured  to 
adhere  as  closely  as  possible  to  the  scheme 
recommended  by  the  Tariff  Commission.  I 
shall  propose  presently  to  move  the  insertion 
of  the  following  new  paragraph — 

"  G.  Dust  and  chips  for  use  in  Australian 
manufactures  under  departmental  by-laws,  free.** 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[i3.2^  a.m.]. — I  should  like  to  hear  from 
the  Chairman  of  the  Tariff  Ccnnmission  the 
reascMi  underlying  his  recommendation  that 
a  duty  of  20  per  -cent,  should  be  imposed 
upon  dust  and  c^ips.  It  seems  to  me  to 
be  the  acme  of  Surdity.  It  is  really 
protection  run  mad.  When  it  is  proposed 
to  protect  dust  and  chips,  I  may  well  be 
pardoned  for  asking  "What  will  be  pro- 
posed next?" 

Mr.  Webster.  ~  Does  the  honorable 
member  know  that  these  things  are  used  for 
the  purpose  of  decorating  the  graves  of  the 
departed  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  for 
shame's  sake  the  article  ought  to  be  ad- 
mitted free.  I  should  like  to  know  why 
the  duty  <»  dust  and  chips  has  been  in- 
creased from  10  to  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  Salmon. — ^The  B  section  of  the 
Tariff  Commission  recommended  a  duty  of 
15  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  is  wrong,  because  they  made  no  re- 
commendation. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Ltnb. — ^The  honoratte 
gentleman  is  wrong,  because  there  was  a 
reccnnmendation. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [12.26 
a.m.]. — ^Tbe  object  is  to  place  a  cnity  on  the 
by-products  of  JK3^{*^opi 
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Italy,  which  are  "brought  here  in  bags  and 
packages  and  utilized  for  certain  purposes, 
thereby  competing  with  local  dust  and  chips. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [12.27  a.m.]. — 
In  imposing  this  dutv  the  Treasurer  is 
placing  a  tax  on  the  raw  iiraterial  of  an- 
other manufacture  with  which  we  shall 
have  to  deal  under  another  item.  It  is 
quite  possible  to  make  carbonic  acid  gas 
out  of  chips  of  marble,  and  under  this 
Tariff  it  is  proposed  to  levy  a  duty  of  2d. 
per  lb.  on  carbonic  acid  gas.  It  is  abso- 
lutely ridiculous  that  a  duty  should  be  pro- 
posed on  marble  dust  and  chips,  which  are 
the  raw  material  for  the  manufacture  of 
another  commodity.  Probablv  the  honor- 
able member  for  Corangamite  can  enlighten 
the  Committee  about  this  duty  more  than 
either  the  Treasurer  or  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bendigo  has  done. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [12.29  a.m.l-— 
I  think  that  the  Committee  will  act  wisely 
if  thev  keep  marble  dust  and  chips  off  the 
free  list.  The  monumental  mason  has  to 
import  the  marble  at  a  high  price,  and  he 
ought  to  be  given  a  chance  to  make  all  the 
profit  he  can  out  of  the  chips  which  he 
breaks  off.  There  is  a  considerable  use 
for  the  chips.  For  instance,  thev  are  used 
in  making  pavements,  and  also  in  covering 
graves.  In  my  opinion  the  Treasurer  has 
done  right  in  imposing  a  duty,  because  it 
will  g^ve  a  chance  to  the  local  marble 
workers  to  make  a  little  profit. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  112.30  a.m.]. 
— ^The  extreme  levity  which  has  been  intro- 
duced bv  certain  honorable  members  is  not 
creditable  to  them.  This  is  a  grave  ques- 
tion, and  I  am  surprised  that  a  doctor,  who 
has  so  much  to  do  with  committing  persons 
to  their  last  resting  places  should  find  fault 
with  the  duty.  Had  he  any  sympathy  with 
the  relatives  of  those  persons  he  would  not 
hesitate  to  protect  the  material  which  covers 
their  last  home.  If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber ior  Parramatta  had  any  sympathy  with 
bereaved  perscms  he  would  not  attempt  to 
dispute  the  item.  These  chips  are  practi- 
cally part  and  parcel  of  :m  article  on  which 
a  duty  has  be^  imposed  to-nfght.  The 
dust  is  used  for  the  purpose  of  putting  a 
polish  on  tombstones.  There  is  a  lack  of 
sympathy  shown  by  honorable  members  oa 
the  Opposition  side  on  this  very  grave 
quest  i<xi. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  think  that  we 
ought  to  have  a  quorum  to  listen  to  these 
remarks.    [Quorum  formed.} 

Amendment  negatived. 

Iton*  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
[246] 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [12.35  a.m.]. — I  had  intended  to 
propose  a  new  item,  but  I  find  on  further 
inquiry  that  the  suggestion  made  to  me 
does  not  apply  to  marble  only,  but  to  dust 
and  chips  of  any  kind.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, I  do  not  feel  disposed  to  move  Ae 
new  item. 

Item  369  (Bathbricks) ;  item  270  (Oil 
and  whetstones,  also  lithographic  and 
emery  stones);  item  271  (Pestles  and  mor- 
tars— agate);  and  item  272  (Stone,  viz.,  is 
the  rough  n.e.i.)  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported. 

SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lvne)  pn»- 

posed — 

That  the  House,  at  its  risiog,  adjourn  uatU 
II  o'clock  this  day. 

Mr.    JOSEPH    COOK  (Parramatta) 

[12.37  a-m-]' — What  is  the  use  of  adjourn- 
ing until  II  o'clock?  Why  not  meet  at 
half-past  10  o'clock  if  we  are  to  meet  in 
the  morning  at  all?  The  extra  half-hour 
is  not  worth  while  bothering  about.  We 
have  how  had  two  late  sittings  in  succes- 
sion ;  and  I  want  to  say  plainly  to  the 
Treasurer  that  if  he  does  not  control  the 
business  within  more  reasonable  hours  we 
shall  either  have  to  have  longer  sittii^ 
when  we  are  about  it,  or  do  more  business 
before  11  o'clock  at  night.'  This  is  right 
down  sheer  brutality.  That  is  what  I  call 
it. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  hcmorable 
member  is  one  of  those  who  caused  it 

Afr.  Wise. — The  honorable  member  kept 
us  for  an  hour  and  a  half. 

Mr.  .  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  for  Gippsland  might  as  well  make 
that  kind  of  incorrect  statement  as  any 
other.  There  is  ncrt  a  word  of  truth  in  it, 
and  he  knows  it. 

Mr.  Wise. — Is  the  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta  in  order  in  accusing  me  of 
telling  an  untruth?  The  honcvairle  mem- 
ber said  that  what  I  stated  was  not  true, 
and  that  I  knew  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  certainly  did  not 
hear  the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta 
say  that;  but,  if  he  did,  he  must  withdraw 
the  remark. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  did  not  say 
that.  I  said  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Gippsland  made  an  incorrect  statement, 
and  he  knew  it.  He  ichak'ged  me  with  hav- 
ing kept  the  House  for  an  hour  and  a  half. 
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I  have  not  spoken  for  fifteen  minutes  dur- 
ing the  whole  day,  and  the  fact  that  the 
honorable  member  makes  a  statement 
of  that  lund  about  me  only  shows 
tile  reckless  sort  of  individual  that 
he  is.  I  think  that  the  Minister 
ought  to  propose  an  adjournment  to  a 
later  hour  than  j  i  o'clock  this  morning, 
Or  else  the  House  ought  to  meet  at  halt- 
past  lo  o'clock  and  get  more  work  done 
within  decent  hours.  I,  for  one,  shall 
decline  to  sit  these  long  hours,  and  if  he 
insists  upon  such  sittmgs,  the  Minister  must 
take  the  responsibility  of  what  occurs. 
That  is  all  that  I  have  to  say.  I  decline 
to  be  kept  here  for  fourteen  hours  at  a 
stretch  when  we  could  get  through  the  busi- 
ness in  much  less  time  and  with  great  ad- 
vantage to  all  concerned.  To-day,  the 
Minister  kept  us  for  four  hours  which 
might  have  been  saved  to  the  conduct  of 
public  business.  Time  and  again  he  has 
sat  in  his  chair  for  a  couple  of  hours  at 
a  stretch  when  there  has  only  been  a  ques- 
tion of  a  paltry  5  per  cent,  dividing  honor- 
able members.  It  is  unfair  to  keep  the 
House  sitting  for  fourteen  or  fifteen  hours 
at  a  stretch  in  this  way,  and  I  tell  the 
Treasurer  again  that  I  do  not  intend  to  put 
up  with  it. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

PAPERS. 

Mr.  MAUGER  laid  upon  the  table'the 
following  papers — 

Public  Service  Act — Regulations  Amended — 
No.  104 — Statutory  Rules  1907,  No.  118;  No,  66 
— Supday  Work  (Substituted  Regulation). — Sta- 
tutory Rules  1907,  No  HQ. 

House  adjourDed  at  12.19  (Wednesday). 

jSJotute  of  firprcsrntattbrs. 

Wednesday,  4th  December,  igoy. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  11  a.m., 
and  read  prayers. 

DEFENCE  FORCE:  MEDICAL 
RESERVE  CORPS. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  wish  to  ask  the  Min- 
ister of  Defence  a  question,  without  notice, 
following  up  a  matter  to  which  I  previously 
referred.  I  wish  to  know  whether  the  bon> 
wable  gentleman  is  in  a  position  to  make 
any  statement  with  regard  to  his  expressed 
desire  to  form  a  medical  reserve  in  con- 
nexion with  the  citizen  forces  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 


Mr.  EWING. — I  had  previously  told  the 
hoKvable  member  th^t  there  were  difficul- 
ties in  the  way  that  appeared  to  be  insur- 
mountable. They  have  now,  however,  been 
overcome,  and  instructions  have  been  given 
to  form  the  corps  forthwith. 

ALLEGED  SWEATING:  SYDNEY 
POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  asked  the  Treasurer, 

ufon  notice — 

I.  Will  he  state  whether  or  not  he  ts  in  favour 
of  providiog  the  accessary  funds  to  gire  effect  to 
the  Potta[  Department's  scheme  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  sweating  in  the  General  Post  Ofi^,  Sjrd- 
ney  ? 

i.  If  not,  when  will  the  necessary  funds  be 
made  available? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.— In  answer  to 
the  honorable  member's  questions,  I  beg  to 
state — 

1.  I  have  no  particulars  regarding  the  alleged 

sweating,'. 

2.  Yesterday  an  application  was  received  by 
me  itom.  the  Postal  Department  for  ;iia,ooo  for 
temporary  assistance,  and  I  am  now  considering 
this  applicition.  Ail  that  is  voted  is  /g.ooo  for 
this  purpose,  and  this  sum  is  in  addition  to  that 
amount.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  such  un- 
expected applicatiims  for  sums  not  voied  by 
Parliament  can  be  given  without  due  considera- 
tion and  regard  for  the  Treasurer's  Advance 
Account. 

TARIFF. 

In  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
(Ccmsideraticffl  resumed  from  3rd  Decem- 
ber, vide  page  6967) : 

Division  IX. — Drugs  and  Chemicals. 
Item  373.  Acetic  Acid,  Extract,  or  Essence  of 
Vinegar  : 

(A^  Vinegar,  standard  (as  prescribed  by  De> 
partmentil  bv-laws),  the  product  of 
malt  or  .  grain  or  fruit  juice  by  al- 
coholic and  acetic  fermentation,  con- 
taining not  more  than  6  per  cent,  of 
absolute  Acetic  Acid,  per  gal-,  6d. 

(B)  Vinegar,  not  the  product  of  malt  or 
grain  or  fruit  )utce,  per  gal.,  as. 

{C)  Solutions,  Extracts,  or  Essences,  contain- 
ing mote  than  6  per  cent,  but  not 
more  than  yo  per  cent,  of  absolute 
Acetic  Acid,  ner  gal.,  3$.  gd. 

(d)  SolatiolU,  Extracts,  or  Essences,  con- 
taining more  than  ^  per  cent,  of  ab- 
solute Acetic  Acid,  for  every  exim 
10  per  cent.,  or  part  thereof,  per  j;al., 
IS.  3d. 

(B)  Acetic  Acid,  in  crystals  or  powdered 
forsn,  ad    val.,  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [i  1.7]-— I 
have  given  notice  of  an  amendment  to  para- 
graph A,  having  for  its  object  the  imposition 
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of  the  duty  recommended  by  the  free-trade 
sectiMi  of  the  Tariff  Commissicm.  1  there- 
fore move — 

That,  after  the  figure  "6d.,"  jiaragraph  A,  the 
words  *'atid  on  and  after  4th  December,  1907, 
ad  val.j  10  per  cent-i"  be  inserted. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [u. 8].— Under 
paragraph,  B  it  is  proposed  to  impose  a  duty 
of  2S.  per  gallon  cm  "  vinegar  not  the  pro- 
duct of  malt  or  grain  or  fruit  juice."  I 
suppose  the  object  is  to  prevent  the  im- 
portation of  acetic  acid  vinegar,  and  while 
I  have  no  objection  to  the  duty  proposed 
for  that  purpose  I  suggest  that  it  might 
be  well  later  on  to  consider  the  advisable- 
ness  of  imposing  an  Excise  duty  on  vinegar 
made  from  acetic  acid  to  check  its  manu- 
facture here. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE  (Hume  Trea- 
nrer)  [11-9]. — Paragraph  e  of  this  item  is 
inoorrect  and  misleading.  Acetic  acid  is 
not  imported  in  powdered  form.  Acetates 
for  the  manufacture  of  acetic  ncid  are. 
however,  imported,  and  I  move  as  an 
amendment — 

That,  after  the  words  "  15  per  cent.,*'  para- 
graph E,  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  4th  De- 
cember, IQ07,  Acetates  for  the  manufacture  of 
acetic  acid,  ad  val.,  15  oei  cent.,"  be  added. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [11,10]. — It  seems  to  me  that  on 
the  one  hand  we  are  trying  to  check  the  in- 
troducticHi  of  vinegar  which  is  supposed 
to  be  not  as  good  as  is  that  made  fxtxa 
grain,  while,  on  the  other,  we  are  proposing 
to  let  in  at  a  cfflnparatively  low  duty  that 
from  which  the  objecticsiable  class  of 
vinegar  can  be  made. 

Sir  John  Quick. — ^Acetate  is  also  used 
for  industrial  purposes. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— But  it 
may  be  used  for  making  acetic  acid  from 
which  the  vinegar  objected  to  is  produced. 

Sir  John  Quick. — That  can  be  met  only 
by  the  impositi(»i  of  an  Excise  duty  as  sug- 
gested bv  the  honorable  member  for  Yarra. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  do  not 
know  whether  the  Treasurer  intends  to  take 
any  further  step  in  the  matter. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— I  am  making  a 
note  of  it,  aiKl  shall  consider  the  question 
when  we  revert  to  the  Excise  duties. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  Treasurer  will  deal 
with  the  matter  in  ccumexion  with  the 
EKise  duties? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^Yes. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Item  274  (Acids)  agreed  to. 
[2463—2 


Item  375,  CarbtHiate  of  Ammonia,  per  cwt., 

5s. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pru- 

posed — 

That  the  following  words  be  added  :  "and  on 
and  after  4th  December,  1907,  Item  375.  Am- 
monia, VIE.  : — Carbonate  Anhydrous,  liquid, 
muriate,  and  sulphate,  ad  val.,  15  per  cent." 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [ii.i6].--The 
Treasurer  has  moved  what  is  an  entirely 
new  it«n,  and  without  any  explanation  ex- 
pects the  Committee  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment  to  deal  with  it.  I  think  that  he 
ought  to  give  us  scwne  informatkxi  as  to 
the  reason  fw  the  alteration. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  item,  as  it 
stood,  was  wrongly  worded.  The  Depart- 
ment has  been  carefully  looking  through 
these  items  to  guard  against  any  mistake, 
and  has  submitted  this  amendment  to  me. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  suppose  that  as 
long  as  the  Department  is  satis&ed  the 
Committee  should  be  satisfied.  If  that  be 
so,  the  whole  Tariff  should  be  referred 
to  the  Depanment  instead  of  Parliament 
being  asked  to  deal  with  it.  I  should  like 
to  know  what  the  proposed  ad  valorem 
duty  is  equivalent  to. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN  (Fawkner)  [11.18].— 
The  duty  on  anhydrous  ammonia  is  equiva- 
lent to  about  i|d.  per  lb.  Anhydrous  am-' 
monia,  which  is  used  for  refrigerating  pur- 
poses, was  at  one  time  sold  at  zs.  and 
28.  6d.  per  lb.,  but  we  have  now  estab- 
lished here  two  large  manufactories,  and 
the  price  has  been  reduced  to  is.  per  lb. 
The  duty  proposed  is  a  comparatively  small 
one. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Is  this  a  clear  case 
of  where  the  price  has  been  brought  down 
bv  a  dutv  ? 

'  Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.  —  The  iionorable 
member  is  quite  right.  The  product  is 
made  entirely  f rwn  Australian  articles, 
such  as  the  by-products  of  the  gas  com-' 
panics.  The  industry  is  also  a  big  con- 
sumer of  coal ;  and  the  article  is  made 
largely  frwi  Australian  Hme.  This  is  a 
native  Australian  industry  and  we  are  mak- 
ing  the  product  much  purer  than  any  which 
is  imrx>rted. 

Mr!  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[11.22]. — Is  the  duty  to  be  protective,  or 
for  revenue  purposes?  If  it  is  to  be  pro- 
tective will  15  per  cent,  be  enough? 

Sir  William  Lyne.- — The  manufacturers 
are  satisfied. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— 15  per  cent,  is 
only  a  revenue  duty.  Is  the  Miiy^ter  go- 
ing to  be  content  with  that  in  the  case  of 
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this  important  and  growing  industry?  My 
own  opinion  is  that  the  proposed  duty 
should  not  be  agreed  to.  The  article  is 
manufactured  from  by-products,  and  there 
is  abundant  evidence  that  we  can  make  it 
as  cheaply  as  can  anybody  else  in  the 
world.  At  any  rate,  we  ought  to  be  able  to 
do  so.  The  item  should  either  be  placed 
on  the  free  list  or  subjected  to  a  small 
duty,  say  of  5  or  10  per  cent.  If  there 
is  to  be  a  protective  duty,  15  per  cent,  is 
too  low.  If  there  is  to  be  p.  revenue  duty, 
the  proposal  is  too  high. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [11.24]. — 
Most  of  these  products  are  waste  products, 
both  here  and  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 
There  are  five  manufacturers  of  them  in 
Australia,  and  the  internal  competition  is 
very  keen. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Does  the  hem- 
on^le  member  know  that  we  are  exporting 
tbem? 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  know  that  these  pro- 
ducts are  being  imported,  and  sold  here 
at  a  lower  price  than  thev  are  sold  at  in 
the  Old  Land. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— What  quantity 
was  impOTted  last  year? 

Mr.  SALMON.-— I  could  not  say.  Car- 
bonate of  ammonia  is  not  made  in  Aus- 
tralia, yet  it  was  the  only  one  of  these 
articles  made  dutiable  in  the  Tariff  as  sub- 
■ntted.  I  am  glad  that  the  Government 
are  prepared  to  impose  a  duty  on  these 
products.  Fifteen  per  cent,  will  satisfy  the 
manufacturers  and  give  them  the  amount 
of  protection  necessary  to  enable  them  to 
«iter  into  conpetiticm  with  the  importa- 
tions. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  they  are  satis- 
fied with  15  per  cent.,  it  is  the  best  of  all 
proofs  that  the  dutv  is  not  necessary. 

Mr.  SALMON.— Hit  high  or  hit  low, 
we  cannot  satisfy  the  honorable  member. 
The  honorable  member  uses  either  argu- 
ment to  suit  the  particular  circumstances 
of  his  case.  I  believe  that  15  per  cent, 
is  too  low,  and  am  prepared  to  vote  Ua 
30  per  cent 

Mr.  Page. — I  will  do  so  if  the  industry 
is  established. 

Mr.  SALMON.— It  is  established. 

Mr.  Page. — Then  I  will  for  30  per 
cent. 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  Australian  manu- 
facturers have  to  ccxnpete  against  products 
dumped  from  other  parts  of  the  world, 
wbidi  are  really  the  waste  products  of 
large  manufactories.  It  pavs  the  manu- 
facturer to  send  them  to  Australia  for 


much  less  than  they  are  being  sold  for  in 
the  Old  Country.  I  believe  the  Com- 
•nittee  will  be  prepared  to  agree  to  a  higher 
dutv  than  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[11.27]. — Before  I  vote  I  want  to  know 
from  the  Minister  whether  this  is  to  be  a 
protective  or  revenue  dutv  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11.28]. — The  hcHiorable  member  has 
asked  the  question  in  a  tricky  way.  I  do 
not  consider  that  15  per  cent  in  this  case 
is  a  true  protective  duty,  but  I  have  letters 
from  those  interested  to  say  that  they  will 
be  quite  satisfied  with  15  per  cent.  Why, 
then,  should  I  propose  more  ?  If  I  had 
proposed  30  per  cent,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber would  have  jumped  over  the  table 
at  me. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[11.29]. — The  honorable  member  need  not 
try  to  pose  before  people  in  Melbourne. 
I  know  him  of  old,  and  his  prowess 
in  that  direction.  Is  the  new  protectitxi 
to  apply  to  these  manufactiuers  ?  We 
are  told  that  the  industry  is  flourishing, 
that  the  works  are  multiplying  throughout 
Australia,  and  producing  an  exceedingly 
good  article,  which  is  much  superior,  ac- 
cording to  the  honorable  member  for 
Fawkner,  to  the  imported.  The  manu- 
facturers are  able  to  compete  with  the 
imported  article,  and  even  to  invade 
foreign  markets.  Even  protectionists  be- 
lieve that  when  there  is  a  considerable 
expcH-t  business,  impcHt  duties  are  no  Imger 
effective.  Here  we  have  a  case  ir;  whic^, 
apparently,  the  Australian  [voduct  can 
compete  successfully  with  the  product  of 
the  world,  and  yet  manufacturers  ask  for  a 
duty,  which,  of  course,  cannot  be  protec- 
tive. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  duty  is  to  prevent 
dumping. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  has  been  challenged  as  to  the  ex- 
ports, and  he  evidently  knows  nothing 
about  the  matter. 

Mr.  Salmon. — This  product  is  being 
sold  in  Australia  to-day  at  a  lower  price 
than  that  at  which  it  is  sold  in  the  Old 
Countrv. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— Does  not  that 
afford  the  best  proof  that  no  duly  is  re- 
quired? If.  in  spite  of  this  "dumping," 
the  ltx:al  industry  is  flourishing,  why  im- 
pose a  duty  ? 

Mr.  Salmon. — If  the, home  inarket  be 
taken  away,  the  iK^tustag?  VmpCj^ft^  well 
cease  at  cmce. 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  seems  to  me 
that  the  manufacturers  ask  for  the  duty 
fox  the  sole  purpose  ot  putting  it  into  their 
own  pockets. 

Mr.  Fairbairn. — No;  there  is  undue 
OKnpetition  at  the  present  time,  and  prices 
are  abnormally  low. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  I  under- 
stand that  the  object  of  the  duty  is  to  raise 
prices? 

Mr.  Fairbairn. — Yes;  I  suppose  so— 
to  enable  the  manufacturers  to  carry  on  the 
industry. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Now  we  know 
from  the  frank  statement  of  the  honorable 
member  that  the  real  object  of  the  duty  is 
to  increase  prices. 

Mr.  Fairbairn. — Otherwise  the  factories 
must  close. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— The  honorable 
member  is  departing  fran  the  usual  protec- 
tionist argument  that  duties  cheapen  prices. 
I  decline  to  be  a  party  to  putting  up  prices 
in  view  of  the  present  prosperous  ctmdition 
of  the  industry. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  276  (Carbcmic  Acid  Gas)  agreed  to. 

Item  277.  Carbide  of  calcium,  ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  lo  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom) 
free. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [11.35]— This 
item  ought  to  be  made  at»oIutely  free. 
When  the  first  CommtHiwealth  Tariff  was 
sulxnitted,  the  proposal  was  to  impose  a 
dutv  of  20  per  cent.,  but,  after  discussion, 
•  it  was  decided  to  make  the  item  free.  The 
official  statistics  show  what  the  proposed 
preference  to  the  United  Kingdom  is  worth. 
The  total  imports  from  the  United  King- 
dom last  year  were  represented  by  ^^1,469, 
while  the  imports  from  foreign  countries 
were  represented  by  ;^63,i32.  Carbide  of 
calcitmi  is  used  for  the  manufacture  of 
acetylene  gas,  which  is  the  iHuminant  of 
many  country  people ;  and  the  duty  simply 
means  additional  taxation  to  the  extent  of 
^^6,300  per  annum.  I  think  I  need  say  no 
more  in  favour  of  the  suggestion  that  the 
item  should  be  absolutely  free. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  (Oxiey)  [ir.36].— 
Under  the  old  Tariff,  as  the  honorable 
member  for  Angas  has  pointed  out,  carbide 
of  calcium  was  free;  and  I  think  the 
Treasurer  might  give  some  reascm  for  the 
proposed  dutv  of  10  per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVXE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11.37]. — The  duty  of  10  per  cent 
is  imposed  in  ccMisequence  of  representa- 
tions made  from  persons  in  Queensland, 


who  have  entered  into  some  arrangement 
with  the  State  Government  for  the  supply 
of  motive  power  fKxa  Barron  Falls. 
These  people  propose  to  manufacture  car- 
bide of  calcium,  and,  as  I  say,  it  is  in  con- 
sequence of  their  representations  that  the 
duty  is  proposed. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  (Oxley)  [11.38].— 
I  am  much  obliged  to  the  Treasurer  for 
condescending  to  give  the  Committee  infor- 
mation which  he  should  have  afforded  at 
the  outset.  However,  I  place  no  value  on 
the  information — I  take  it  for  just  what 
it  is  worth.  Carbide  of  calcium  ought  to 
be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  kerosene, 
because  it  is  used  as  an  illuminant  mainly 
by  country  pec^le. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — If  the  honorable 
member  does  not  wish  a  dutv  to  be  im- 
posed, I  have  no  desire  to  press  the  matter. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— My  intention  is  to 
move  that  carbide  of  calcium  be  placed  on 
the  free  list. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  accept  the  sug- 
gestion. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  words  "  lo  per  cent."  the  words 
"  and  on  and  after  4th  December,  1907  (General 
Tariff),  free,"  be  inserted. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  378.  Drues  and  Chemicals,  vis.  : — 
(a)  Salicylic  and  boric  acids  and  other  food 
preservatives  n.e.i. ;  salicylate  of  soda; 
sulphites  and  bisulphites  of  potassium ; 
bisulphite  of  sodium,  calcium,  and 
magnesium ;  and  foaming  powders  and 
liquids,  includiag  Malto-Peptone  Yeast 
Food,  Yeast  Food  Preservatives,  Yeast 
Nourishment,  Quillaya  Bark,  Sapcm- 
arias,  GlycytrbiMi  and  its  compounds, 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff)  25  per  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom)  20  pet  cent, 
(a)  Saccharin  and  other  similar  substitutes 
for  Su^ar,  and  substances  capable  of 
conversion  into  such  substitutes  for 
Sugar ;  when  im[>orted  for  medicinal 
purposes  only,  in  accordance  with  De- 
partmental Bv'law,  in  packages  of  not 
less  than  ti  lb.  weight,  per  lb.,  30s. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [11.42].— I 
fail  to  see  why  it  is  proposed  to  levy  a 
duty  of  25  per  cent,  upon  the  articles 
enumerated  in  paragraph  a  of  this  item, 
seeing  that  the  protectionist  section  of  the 
Tariff  Commission  recommended  a  duty  of 
only  20  per  cent. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Only  20  per  cent, 
is  proposed  under  the  Tariff  for  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— I  should  like  to  see 
20  per  cent,  imposed  und^c^the-rlkneral 
Tariff,  and  thes^'sWcifeF^MftfiH?  free 
from  the   United  Kingdcun.     Take,  for 
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example,  quillaya  bark.  It  is  not  grown  in 
the  Cwnmonwealth.  It  is  used  principally 
fpr  promoting  the  growth  of  hair.  It  may 
be  used  in  the  raw  state  by  simply  soaking 
it  in  nann  water.  When  rubbed  upon  the 
bald  pate,  it  has  a  tendency  to  make  the 
hair  grow.  A  considerable  quantity  of  it 
is  imported  from  America.  Then  sali- 
cylate of  soda  is  a  drug  which  is  used  in 
the  treatroent  of  rheumatic  fever.  Why. 
should  persons  who  are  suffering  from  ill- 
ness be  taxed  upon  the  drugs  that  they 
require  to  use? 

Mr.  Wilson. — The  old  rate  was  20  per 
cent, 

Mr.  Watson. — ^The  hcwiorable  member 
wishes  to  reduce  the  duty  levied  under  the 
old  Tariff. 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — Honorable  members 
who  claim  to  represent  the  workers  ought 
to  recognise  how  important  it  is  that  the 
masses  should  be  permitted  to  obtain  their 
drugs  dieaply.     I  move — 

That,  after  the  words  "35  per  cent."  jiara- 
grapb  A,  the  words,  "  and  on  and  after  4th  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  30  per 
cent.,"  be  inserted. 

Question  put   The  Committee  divided- 


Pairs. 


Ayes 
Noes 


Majority 


Afltinson,  L. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Catts,  J.  11. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  K. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Livingston,  J. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 


14 

35 

21 


Ans. 


Smith,  Bruce 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Ougald 
Wilks,  \V.  H. 

Tellers: 

Johnson,  W.  E. 
.iddell,  F. 


Noes. 


Bamford,  F.  W. 
Batchclor,  E.  L. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cooo,  }. 
Deakin.  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Knox,  W. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 
Mauger,  S. 


McDougall,  J.  K. 
O'Malley,  King 
I'agc,  J. 
I'almcr,  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Storrer,  D. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Thomsoa,  John. 


Kelly,  W.  H. 
Mnhon,  li. 
Keid,  O.  H. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Archer,  E.  W. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Bowdcn,  E.  K. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Willis.  Henry 


Kinfiston,  C.  C. 
Hutchison,  J. 
H;iil,  D.  R. 
Harper.  R. 
Crouch,  K,  A. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Fairbairn,  G. 
Foxton,  Colonel. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.    POYNTON    <Gre>)    [11.53].— I 

move — 

That  the  words  "  when  imported  for  medicinal 
purposes  only,"  paragraph  B,  be  left  oat. 

I  point  out  that  under  the  old  Tariff 
the  duty  on  saccharin  was  550  times  the 
duty  on  sugar,  being  equal  to  30s.  per 
lb. ;  but  under  this  Tariff  its  use  is  pro- 
hibited except  for  medicinal  purposes.  I 
desire  to  elicit  the  reasons  why  the  Govern- 
ment have  submitted  this  proposal. 

Mr.  Salmon. — For  Queensland  reascHia 
also. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  think  so,  too. 
Some  time  ago  a  petition  was  presented 
to  the  Treasurer  from  the  aerated  water 
makers  and  brewers  of  non-intoxicating^ 
ales.    It  .reads  as  follows — 

We,  the  undersigned  aerated  water  makers  and 
brewers  of  non -intoxicant  ales,  desire  to  re- 
spectfully and  urgently  bring  before  the  notice 
of  you  and  your  Government  the  hardshipa 
entailed  on  us  by  the  prohibition  of  the  importa- 
tion of  saccharin  into  the  Commonwealth  (for 
other  than  medicinal  purposes).  The  endorse- 
ments  of  the  medical  profession  show  tbe  pro- 
perties of  saccharin  to  be  innocuous  to  man,  only 
the  mere  fact  of  its  having  no  food  value  can 
be  advanced  against  its  use.  We  do  not  pre- 
tend to  sell  our  goods  for  (heir  food  value, 
though  the  sweetening  Droperties  of  our  aerated 
waters  contain  two-thirds  augar.  Saccharin  has 
been  of  inestimable  value  to  us  in  lessening  the 
risks  of  fermentation  in  aerated  waters,  and  in 
keeping  the  spiiit  in  non-intoxicating  beers  dowrk 
to  the  2  per  cent,  limit  allowed  by  the  Excise. 
To  prohibit  its  importation  means  the  total  ex- 
tinction of  the  non-alcoholic  ale  industry,  it 
being  impossible  to  keep  within  tbe  limits  of  the 
Excise  by  the  use  of  supar  only. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  it  is  claimed  by  al? 
the  manufacturers  that  they  cannot  produce 
tonic  ales  with  less  than  2  per  cent,  of 
alcohol  if  thev  have  to  u.se  sugar  onh . 
What  they  do  is  to  use  two-thirds  of  sugar 
and  one-third  of  saccharin,  and  the  result 
is  that  they  can  keep  the  intoxicant  per- 
centage down  to  that  which  is  prescribed 
\>y  the  Excise  law.  In  a  report,  Mr.  P. 
WilkinsOT,  the  Victorian  Government 
analyst,  had  made  this  statement  — 

Stringent  prohibitions  of  the  use  of  any  sac- 
charin in  any  food  or  beTcrage  under  extiemelj' 
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faeavy  penalties  are  now  id  force  in  Great 
firitaia. 

In  respect  of  that  statement  by  Mr.  Wil- 
kinson, the  petitioners  say — ■ 

Tliis  is  absolutely  incorrect.  Saccharin  it  pro- 
hibited in  Great  Britain  in  beer  for  revenue 
purposes,  but  is  used  freely,  and  to  an  enor- 
mous extent,  in  other  beverages,  mineral  waters 
especially,  and  no  case  of  any  trouble  throngh 
its  use  has  been  reoorded  here.  It  is  quite  harm- 
less. 

In  proof  of  their  contention,  the  petiti(mers 
cite  an  expert  opinicm  by  Thomas  Steven- 
son, M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  LOTidon,  lecturer  on 
forensic  medicine  and  chemistry  at  Guy's 
Hospital,  and  Official  Analyst  to  the  Home 
Oflice.  He  says — 

Saccharin  is  quite  innocoous  when  taken  in 
<]uantities  largely  exceeding  what  would  be  taken 
in  any  ordinary  dietarvj  Ti  does  not  interfere 
with  or  impede  the  digestive  processes  when 
taken  in  any  practicable  quantity.  Our  pers<Hial 
exi>erience  is  that  saccharin  may  be  taken  for  an 
extended  period  without  interfering  with  the 
digestive  or  other  bodilv  functions;  hentfe  there 
is  no  reason  to  think  that  Its  continued  use  is  in 
^ny  way  harmful. 

The  Medical  Press  of  the  31st  October, 
1888,  states  that  "saccharin  is  perfectly 
wholesome";  while  Dr.  T.  Latider  Brun- 
ton  declares  that  "  saccharin  has  no  in- 
jurious action  in  man."  I  have  a  list 
ctMitaining  the  names  of  scores  of  medical 
men  of  high  repute  who  all  claim  that  the 
use  of  saccharin  is  not  injurious.  I  may 
mention  that  In  the  case  of  certain  diseases 
it  is  presmbed  because  it  is  better  than 
sugar  for  sweetening  purposes.  My  object 
is  to  elicit  the  reason  why  the  Government 
have  taken  this  extreme  step,  because  so 
far  as  I  can  see  it  is  not  warranted  by 
any  statement  in  the  evidence  given  before 
the  Tariff  Commission. 

Mr.  Tudor. — No  evidence  was  given  on 
this  matter,  en%pt  on  behalf  of  the  De- 
partment. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— No.  If  this  high 
duty  is  imposed  in  the  interests  of  the 
Colonial  Sugar  Refining  Company,  the 
Cmnmittee  ought  tq  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  fact.  If  the  use  of  the  article  is 
injurious  to  health,  we  ought  at  least 
to  be  fumi^Kd  by  the  Government  with 
convincing  testimcMiy. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) fi2.o]. — The  reasons  given  for  the 
proposed  duty  are  these — 

The  limitations  made  bv  this  item  are  iden- 
tical with  those  framed  and  gaxetted  on  the 
nth  December,  1906.  The  object  is  to  pTace 
limitations  on  the  use  of  saccharia,  which  ts 
not  viewed  with  favour  by  the  medical  faculty. 
The  use  of  saccharin  in  the  preparation  of  foods, 
cordials,  ftc,  ii  prohibited  in  aome  States.  The 


importation  of  saccharin  is  forbidden  except  for 
medical  purposes.  The  Tariff  Commission  is 
very  strong  against  its  use,  and  the  duty  is 
their  recommendation.  Its  use  is  said  to  be  very 
deleterious  in  many  cases,  and  the  local  Acts 
of  some  of  the  States  forbid  its  use.  The  health 
authorities  are  against  it,  and  the  duty  is  no 
doubt  prohibitive. 

I  hope  there  will  not  be  a  long  debate  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Give  way. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Why  should  I 
give  way  if  this  statement  is  true? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — If  that  state- 
ment is  true  the  Minister  ought  to  go  fur- 
ther. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE,— The  proposed 
duty  is  prohibitive. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thohson. — No,  it  is  not. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  this 
feeling  about  the  matter — that  it  might 
reasonably  be  left  to  be  dealt  with  by  the 
States.  If  in  some  States  the  use  of 
saccharin  has  been  prdiibited  under  local 
Acts,  I  do  not  see  why  we  should  waste 
time  in  discussing  it,  or  take  the  respon- 
sibility for  the  exclusion  of  saccharin  upon 
our  shoulders.  Attention  will  be  drawn  to 
the  subject  by  the  debate  which  we  have  had 
to-day,  and  the  reasons  for  the  proposed 
duty  will  be  made  known.  Personally, 
I  do  not  feel  disposed  to  occupy  much 
time  about  it,  and  if  there  is  any  serious 
objection  to  the  proposed  duty  I  will  strike 
it  out,  leaving  the  States  to  deal  with  the 
matter.  That  seems  to  be  the  fairest 
thing  to  do.  The  information  that  the 
proposed  duty  would  be  pn^ibitive  axnes 
from  the  head  of  the  Department. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  duty  would  be 
prohibitive  for  certain  purposeii,  but  not 
for  others. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  proposal 
is  to  admit  saccharin  for  medicinal  pur- 
poses cmly  under  departmental  legulaticms. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — If  it  is  prohibited  under 
the  Tariff,  it  can  be  manufactured  in  the 
country. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— I  am  disposed 
to  strike  out  the  provision  rather  than 
waste  further  time  in  discussing  it 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [12.5]. — ^As  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Grey  has  sliown,  there  are  two 
widelv  different  opinions  am(Xigst  medical 
authorities  as  to  the  wholes(»nene8S,  ot 
otherwise,  of  saccharin. 

Mr.  FisHEB. — ^They  all  agree  that  it  is 
not  a  food.  -  . 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— jjJOs  not 
a  food,  but   certain  manufactu^irs  have 
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found  it  desirable  to  use  it  in  very  small 
quantities  in  order  to  prevent  the  fermen- 
tation which  often  takes  place  if  sugar  is 
used,  and  which  imparts  alcohol  to  bever- 
ages. In  some  States  the  importaticwi  of 
saccharin  has  been  interfered  with  really 
on  the  ground  that  its  assumption  re- 
duces the  quantity  of  sugar  used ;  though 
that  cannot  be  the  case  to  any  consider- 
able extent.  If  its  use  is  deleterious,  we 
^ould  be  still  admitting  it  for  human  omi- 
sumptkxi  under  the  proposal  of  the  Go- 
vernment. A  duty  of  30s.  per  lb.,  while 
it  excludes  saccharin  for  manufacturing 
purposes — for  use  in  aerated  waters,  for  in- 
stance— would  not  exclude  it  for  consump- 
tion medicinally. 

Sir  William  Lvnb. — I  will  strike  out 
the  provision. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— But  what 
about  the  prohibition  of  importation  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  is  a  matter 
for  the  Department  to  deal  with. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Saccha- 
rin is  often  used  for  putting  in  tea  instead 
of  sugar. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^What  I  suggest 
would  be  that  the  States  should  make  their 
own  regulations  for  the  use  of  saccharin 
under  their  Pure  Food  Acts,  and  that  the 
Department  should  do  what  the  States  de- 
sire to  be  done,  unless  there  is  a  serious 
reas(»i  for  doing  otherwise. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  Min- 
ister would  allow  saccharin  to  be  imported 
for  human  use  in  the  way  in  which  pos- 
sibly it  is  most  largely  ccmsumed.  A  man 
who  takes  saccharin  with  every  cup  of  tea 
he  drinks  consumes  infinitely  more  than  he 
would  do  by  drinking  occasionally  aerated 
waters.  So  that  taken  in  the  form  in  which 
its  consumption  would  be  largest  and  most 
deleterious  it  is  proposed  to  admit  it  ;  be- 
cause the  duty  of  30s.  per  lb.  would  not 
exclude  saccharin  for  use  in  that  form. 
The  position  is  absolutely  illogical.  The 
aerated  water  manufacturers  would  be  pro- 
hibited f  nxn  using  it  on  account  of  its  price, 
but  people  could  still  consume  it  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  sugar  under  doctors'  orders. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Doctcffs  are  allowed  to 
prescribe  arsenic. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— We  do 
not  exclude  arsenic  for  manufacturing  pur- 
poses. It  is  put  in  proprietary  medicines. 
It  would  be  absurd  to  exclude  arsenic  from 
being  used  by  manufacturers  'of  medicines, 
and  still  allow  it  to  come  in  for  persmal 
consumptiiMi. 


Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  no  doubt 
that  a  proclamation  can  be  framed  which 
will  pr^ibit  saccharin  for  use  in  certain 
cases,  and  admit  it  for  use  in  certain  other 
cases. 

Mr.  GLVXN  (Angas)  [12.9].— I  am 
glad  that  the  Minister  has  prwnised  to 
allow  the  duty  on  saccharin  to  be  struck 
out.  The  States  can  do  whatever  may  be 
necessary.  It  seems  to  be  fairly  well  es- 
tablished that  saccharin  is  innocuous,  but 
if  it  is  not  the  States  can  pass  the  neces- 
sary legislation  to  pr<Aibit  its  use.  In  any 
case,  if  we  prohibited  its  impcMliation  we 
could  not  stop  the  English  firm  which 
manufactures  and  exports  it  from  estab- 
lishing a  branch  for  its  manufacture  here. 
So  that  we  might  still  have  it  used  in 
mineral  waters  even  if  we  prohibited  its 
im^tati<xi.  I  draw  attention  to  a  case 
which  occurred  in  England  in  which  it 
seems  ^  to  have  been  shown  that  where  the 
strength  of  saccharin  was  lower  than  330 
above  the  strength  of  sugar,  it  was  not 
saccharin  within  the  meaning  of  the  Fin- 
ana  Act  1901.  I  draw  attention  to  this 
decision  in  \'iew  of  the  possibility  of  the 
importation  of  saccharin  being  regulated 
by  the  Customs  Department.  As  the  mat- 
ter stands  now,  saccharin-  se«ns  to  be  a 
constituent  which  is  550  above  the  strength 
of  sugar.  In  Er^land  it  has  been  de- 
cided that  saccharin  is  not  saccharin  un- 
less it  is  over  330  and  anything  up  to  550. 
It  has  been  held  that  a  substance  possessing 
a  sweetness  of  329  is  not  saccharin.  There- 
fore  it  is  possible  that,  if  .paragraj^  b  is 
not  struck  out,  an  inferior  class  of  saccharin 
will  be  impcHtedf  notwithstanding  our  at- 
tempt to  prohiWt  its  importation.  The  mat- 
ter was  gone  into  thoroughly  in  the  case  of 
McXicol  V.  Pinch,  2  Q.  B.  R.  1906. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [12^.11].— It 
seems  to  me  that  the  action  of  the  Minister 
will  lead  to  the  absolute  prohibition  of  the 
importation  of  saccharin. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— No.  Saccharin  for 
medicinal  purposes  may  be  allowed  to  come 
in  free  under  departmental  by-law& 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— But  saccharin  is  useil 
in  the  manufacture  of  aerated  waters.  Al- 
though the  Minister  has  declared  that  the 
use  of  saccharin  is  injurious  to  health,  the 
Victorian  Pure  Foods  Act  allows  it  to  be 
used  in  the  making  of  aerated  waters,  which 
honorable  members,  since  most  of  them  are 
teetotallers,  should  encourage.  It  is  hardly 
fair  that  it  should  go  abroad  that  saccharin 
is  a  harmful  substance.  After  the  most 
careful  investigations,  Drs.  Stevenson  and 


Tariff  [4  December,  1907.]  {lim  278).  6975 


Woolridge  stated,  in  an  article  which  ap- 
peared in  the  Lancet  on  the  17th  No\*ember, 
1888,  that  they  had  proved  conclusivelv 
that— 

Saccharin  is  quite  innocuous  when  taken  in 
quantities  largely  exceediuK  what  would  be  taken 
in  any  ordinary  dietary ;  saccharin  does  not 
interfere  with  or  impede  the  digestive  processes 
when  taken  in  any  practicable  quantity;  and  our 
personal  experience  is  that  saccharin  may  be 
taken  for  an  extended  period  without  interfering 
with  the  digestive  and  other  bodily  functions. 
Hence  there  is  no  reason  to  think  that  its  con- 
tinued us«  is  in  any  way  h<trmful. 

In  certain  diseases  saccharin  is  pre- 
scribed by  the  medical  profession  to  take 
the  place  of  sugar,  and,  in  my  opinion,  it 
has  been  maligned  by  the  Treasurer. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [12.15]— 
Although  the  statement  has  been  made  that 
it  is  desirable  to  impose  a  duty  <xi  sac- 
charin to  protect  the  sugar  industry,  I  do 
not  support  it  <m  that  ground.  But  there 
is  no  warrant  for  maintaining  that  sac- 
charin is  a  food.  Unless  it  is  diluted  be- 
fore being  taken,  it  is  a  very  unwholestMne 
product,  in  fact,  dangerous  if  consumed  in 
its  raw  state.  But  if  saccharin  were  al- 
lowed to  be  imported  freely,  it  would  be 
used  by  unscrupulous  manufacturers,  not 
only  in  the  making  of  aerated  water,  but 
also  in  the  making  of  sweetmeats,  to  the 
injuTj'  of  the  healdi  of  the  youth  of  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — That  is  a  matter  for  the 
health  authorities  of  the  States.  The  use 
of  saccharin  is  allowed  under  the  Vic- 
torian Pure  Foods  Act,  and  in  SouUi  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  FISHER. — Saccharin  has  such 
high  sweetening  qualities,  that  if  it  can  be 
bcmght'at  rates  which  make  it  cheaper  to 
use  than  sugar  having  the  same  sweetening 
equivalent  it  will  be  substituted  for  sugar, 
and  the  onus  of  making  ccmtinual  analyses 
to  protect  the  youth  of  Australia  frcan 
harmful  adulteration  will  be  thrown  on  the 
health  authorities.  We  ought  not  to  allow 
saccharin  to  be  admitted  duty  free. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMs. — Saccharin  is  used 
largely  in  the  making  of  infants'  foods. 

Mr.  FISHER.— It  should  be  used  with 
great  care,  and  under  proper  supervision. 
If  it  can  be  obtained  cheaply,  unscrupu- 
lous persons  will  use  it.  to  the  danger  of 
the  public  health.  I  do  not  oppose  the 
proposition  of  the  Treasurer,  but  I  shall 
not  be  surprised  if  future  Parliaments  And 
it  necessary  to  impose  a  prohibitory  duty 
on  saccharin. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [12.18].— I 
wish  to  move  to  strike  out  the  words 


**  when  imported  for  medical  purposes,  in 
accordance  with  departmental  by-laws." 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  think  it  would 
be  better  to  strike  out  paragraph  b. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Mo\-e  to  make 
saccharin  free. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  do  not  wish  to  do 
that.  At  present  the  uncertainty  in  con- 
nexion with  the  matter  is  seriously  inter- 
fering with  business.  If  the  words  which 
I  propose  are  struck  out^  saccharin  will 
be  dutiable  at  30s.  per  lb.  I  do  not  know 
what  would  be  the  effect  of  leaving  out 
paragraph  b. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  State  authorities 
would  be  responsible  for  seeing  that  sac- 
charin is  not  improperly  used. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [12.20]. 
— I  should  like  to  know  from  the  Trea- 
surer what  he  proposes  to  do  by  proclama- 
tion. The  Cwnmittee  wishes  to  be  sure 
that  the  importation  of  saccharin  for  use 
for  certain  purposes  will  not  be  prc^ibited. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No,  the  proclama- 
tion will  provide  for  its  use  under  depart- 
mental by-laws.  I  have  just  consulted 
the  Comptroller-General,  who  says  that 
that  can  be  done  under  the  Custom's  Act. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [12.21]. 
— Apart  from  any  specific  item  in  the 
Tariff,  the  Customs  authorities  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  collecting  a  duty  of  30s. 
per  lb.  on  saccharin,  on  the  ground  that 
it  is  a  substitute  for,  and  a  competitor 
with,  sugar.  They  have  a  right  to  do  that. 
This  item  merely  proposes  to  crystallize  or 
legalize  the  departmental  practice, 

Mr.  Batchelor. — It  does  a  great  deal 
more. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  first  part  of 
paragraph  b  does  not  do  so. 

Mr.  Glynn. — I  think  that  the  Depart- 
ment, under  proclamation,  can  stop  the  im- 
portation of  saccharin. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  do  not  think 
it  is  necessary  to  absolutely  prohibit  its 
importation.  It  is  used  for  some  indus- 
trial purposes,  but  I  am  clearly  of  opinion 
that  as  a  food  product  it  is  highlv  objec- 
tionable. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — The  Department 
can,  by  proclamation,  prohibit  its  general 
importation,  but  allow  it  to  be  imported 
for  certain  purposes. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.  -That  is  true.  I 
would  point  out  that  we  must  have  an  im- 
port duty  on  saccharin,  since  it  is  proposed 
to  have  an  Excise  dutv  of  £,$  per  ton  upon 
it.  I  object  to  paragraph  b  being  struck 
out,  although  I  should  not  object  to  the 
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omission  of  the  words  "  when  imported  for 
medicinal  purposes  only."  We  must  have 
an  import  duty  on  saccharin  to  regulate 
its  importation,  and  also  an  Excise  duty, 
otherwise  we  should  have  a  wholesale  pro- 
duction and  consumption  of  this  objectioa- 
able  article,  without  any  State  legulation. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [12.23]. — I  disagree  with  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bendigo.  There  is  no 
necessity  to  impose  a  duty  on  saccharin  if 
it  does  not  serve  a  useful  purpose.  De- 
partmental by-laws  can  be  made  to  meet 
the  conditicsis.  If  we  wish  to  prevent  the 
wholesale  manufacture  of  saccharin  in  Aus- 
tralia, we  can  impose  an  Excise  without 
an  import  duty. 

Mr.  Batchelos. — Why  should  it  not 
carry  an  impCHt  duty? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Many  honor- 
able members  say  they  do  not  desire  an  im- 
port duty  to  be  imposed,  and  that  saccharin 
should  be  imported  only  under  depart- 
mental by-laws.  I  have  made  a  suggestion 
with  a  view  to  shortening  the  debate,  but 
the  Committee  seemingly  is  not  prepared 
to  meet  me. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Why  should  not  the  duty 
be  fixed  bv  Parliament  and  not  by  procla- 
maticKi  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  duty  can- 
not be  fixed  by  proclamation. 

Mr.  Fkazeb. — The  importation  of  sac- 
charin could  be  prt^ibited  by  proclamation. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes;  and  even 
if  we  adopted  the  honorable  member's 
suggestion,  the  importation  of  saccharin 
could  be  prohibited  under  the  Custcmis  Act. 

Mr.  Frazer. — But  the  item  would  indi- 
cate the  duty  that  would  be  collected  on 
saccharin  if  it  were  admitted. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Quite  so;  but 
there  is  a  strong  feeling  that  it  would  be 
a  good  tiling  to  prohibit  its  importaticm 
except  under  departmental  by-laws.  If  I 
had  my  way,  I  would  not  allow  it  to  come 
in,  because  I  think  that  it  is  a  very  dan- 
gerous food  product. 

Mr.    Batchelor. — Leave   something  to 
the  States. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  nrepared 
to  do  so,  hut  my  experience  on  this  occa- 
si<in  should  be  a  lesson  to  me  not  to  try 
a^;iin  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  OMnmit- 
tee. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Why  not  leave  out  the 
words  "  when  imported  for  medicinal  pur- 
jioscs  onlv  "? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  not  nar- 
ticular ;  I  would  rather  strike  out  the  whole 


item.  I  certainly  do  not  wish  the  day  to 
be  wasted  in  dejUing  with  it,  but  if  it  be 
the  desire  of  the  Committee,  I  will  agree 
to  the  words  just  mentioned  being  struck 
out. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [12.25].— On  con- 
sideration, I  think  that  it  would  be  well 
to  adopt  the  method  suggested  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Grey.  In  England  the- 
local  manufacture  of  saccharin  is  regulated 
under  the  Finance  Act  of  1901.  Its  regu- 
lation here  must  necessarily  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  .Commonwealth  authorities  because 
otherwise  one  State  might  prohibit  the  u.se- 
of  saccharin  in  the  manufacture  of  aerate(T 
waters,  whilst  another  might  have  no  sucU 
prt^ibition,  and  we  should  thus  have  a  most 
invidious  distinction  between  State  and 
State.  Let  us  retain  the  duty,  strike  out 
the  words  "  except  when  imported  for  medi- 
cinal purposes  only,'*  and  then  under  th& 
Excise  pro^'isions  we  shall  be  able  to  regu- 
late the  producticMi  of  saccharin  just  as  it 
is  done  in  England. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta> 
[12.27]. — Is  't  proposed  to  allow  the  p.ara- 
graph  to  stnnd.  subject  to  the  removal  oF 
these  %vords  ? 

Sir  William  I.vne-  Yes. 
Mr.   JOSEPH  COOK. -I  think  that 
there  is  an  objection  to  the  duty.    I  would 
far  sooner  leave  the  matter  to  the  Minister, 
who  has  pledged  himself  to  consult .  the- 
health  authorities  of  the  States.  The  proper 
course  would  be  to  strike  out  the  whole- 
item,  leaving  the  Minister,  in  conjunctiOT 
with  the  health  authorities  of  the  States,  to 
regulate  the  local  production  of  saccharin. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Question — That  the  item,  as  amended, 
be  agreed  to — put. 
DivisicMi  called  for. 

Mr.  JOSEPH   COOK.— Bv   leave  we 
withdraw  our  call  for  a  dtvisiCHi. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— I  object. 
The  CHAIRMAN.— There   being  no 
tellers  for  the  noes,  the  question  is  resolved 
in  the  affirmative. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Item  379.  Cresylie  acid,  crude  creosote  oil  and 
t.ir  oil;  saponaceous  mixture  of  creosote;  car- 
bolic acid,  per  gal.,  6d. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [12.35].— The  position  at  present  is 
that  disinfectants  are  allowed  in  free,  and 
this  duty  is  a  charge  upon  the  raw 
materials.      I  therefore  move — 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  4th  De- 
cember, 1907,  free,"  be  added. 

Amendment  agreed  to.  ^OqIc 
Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to.  ^ 
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Amendment  (by  Sir    William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  following  new  item  be  inserted— 
"  379A.  Crude  Naphthaline,  on  and  after  4th 
December,  19071  free." 

Item  aSo.    Naphthaline,  ad  val.,  35  per  cent. 

Amendment  <t^  Sir  -Wiluau  Ltne) 
proposed — 

That  after  the  word  "Naphthaline,"  the  let- 
ters "o.e.i."  be  inserted. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — What   is   the  explana- 
tion? 

Sir  William  Ltne. — ^This  will  cover 
everything  but  crude  naphthaline,  which  we 
had  matfe  free. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [12.38]. — The  Treasurer  proposes 
a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  on  naphthaline,  which 
under  old  TaiifF  was  admitted  free, 
and  the  honorable  gentleman  has  given  no 
reason  for  the  increase. 

Mr.  Sampson. — It  is  in  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission's report. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON,— We 
should  have  some  reasons  given  for  the 
acceptance  of  the  Tariff  Coramrssion's  re- 
commendation. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — As  I  have  told  the 
honorable  member  before,  I  have  followed 
as  far  as  I  could  the  recommendaticHis  of 
the  Tariff  Ccnunission. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  hon- 
orable gentleman  has  frequently  departed 
from  them.  I  want  to  know  the  reason  of 
the  increase.  Is  the  article  made  here? 
Is  the  duty  needed?  Is  there  to  be  any 
{reference  given  in.  this  instance  ? 

Sir  WiuaAM  Lyne. — In  this  case,  I  do 
not  propose  any  prefexenoe. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Why 
not? 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNC. — ^I  went  through 
iny  catechism  when  a  boy. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  hon- 
orable gentl«nan  seems  to  have  forgotten 
it  since.  As  we  can  get  no  information 
from  him  on  the  subject,  perhaps  the 
Chfurman  of  the  Tariff  Commission  will 
^qplsun  why  there  should  be  a  duty  of 
25  pa*  cent,  imposed  co.  this  article,  which 
was  previously  admitted  duty  free. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [12.40].— I 
was  under  the  impressiwi  that  naphthaline 
was  to  be  admitted  duty  free.  It  is  used 
in  connexion  with  one  of  our  best  manufac- 
tures. It  is  essential  to  the  development 
of  the  leather  industrv. 

Mr.  Watson.— Why? 


Mr.  LIDDELL. — Because  it  is  used  in 
the  preservaticm  of  hides. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  naphthaline 
made  here  can  be  used  for  that  purpose  iust 
us  well  as  the  imported  naphthaline. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— I  have  it  on  the  best 
authority  that  it  cannot  be  made  here,  and 
that  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be  ad- 
mitted .  duty  free  in  the  interests  of  the 
leather  industry. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK'  (Bendigo)  [12.42]. 
— This  question  was  brought   under  the 
attention  of  the  Tariff  Commission,  and  on. 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Dearmaiif  a  New 
South  Wales  witness,  we  found  diat — 

An  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  in  New 
South  Wales  to  produce  re6ned  coal  tar  naphtha 
as  a  solvent  for  the  use  of  tndia-iubber  mano- 
factures.  There  is  plenty  of  the  crude  article 
available,  but  owing  to  the  small  duty,  vis. 
id.  per  gallon,  it  was  found  impossible  to  com- 
pete with  the  English  solvent  naphtha,  which  is 
sold  at  3s.  td.  pel  gallon. 

Those  are  the  grounds  on  which  we  recom- 
mended the  duty ;  it  was  done  at  the  ex- 
press request  of  a  New  South  Wales  wit- 
ness. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [12.431.— 
I  can  see  no  necessity  for  this  duty.  The 
crude  naphthaline  is  to  be  admitted  duty 
free,  and  as  there  may  be  s(»nething  in  the 
manufacture  of  preparations  of  naphthaline 
from  the  crude  material,  a  duty  of  15  per 
cent,  should  be  quite  sufficient. 

Mr.  CARR  (Macquarie)  [12.44]. — I  wish 
to  combat  the  statement  that  naphthaline 
is  not  produced  here.  Naphthaline  and 
benzine  are  produced  in  large  quantities  at 
the  refinery  works  of  the  Commonwealth 
O  il  Cwnpany ,  near  Lithgow .  I  n  the 
course  of  a  few  days  I  shall  have  samples 
here  "Of  all  the  oils  manufactured  by  the 
c<»npany.  Perhap  the  Minister  would 
postpone  the  item  m  the  meantime. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No. 

Mr.  CARR. — Then  I  merelv  wish  to  say 
that  if  it  were  postponed  I  should  be  able 
to  furnish  ample  evidence  that  naphthaline 
is  manufactured  in  Australia  in  hundreds 
of  gatlcms. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Wilson)  put — 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  4th  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  val.,  15  per  cent.,"  be  added. 


The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes      ...  ...  ...  20 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  33 

Majorit^tized  by-GoOglc  13 
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Quick,  Sir  }6ha 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Spcnce,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson^  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watson,  T-  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
McDougall,  J.  K. 


Brown,  Tilley 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Rcid,  G.  H. 
Mahon,  H. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Fairbaim,  G. 


Paibs. 

Chanter,  J.  M. 
Crouch,  K.  A. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Harper,  R. 
Watkins,  D. 
Webster,  W. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Amendment  (by   Mr.   Joseph  Cook) 
put — 

That  after  the  words  "25  per  cent."  the  words 
"  and  on  and  after  4tb  December,  1907,  ad  val. 
(United  Kingdom),  20  per  cent.,"  be  added. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 

Majority 

Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Bowden,   E.  K. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Cook,  Joseph 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Fvsh,  Sir  Philip 
C;lynn,  P.  McM. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine.  Hans 
Knox,  W. 

Bamford.  F.  W. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom^  L.  K. 
I.vnc.  Sir  AVillinm 
Mnloney.  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 
M.iuger,  S. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 


23 
38 


Atxs. 


Livingston,  J. 
McWilIiams,  W.  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
I'oynton,  A. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson.  I.  G. 

Tellers : 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Liddell,  F. 


Nou. 


O'Malley,  King 

P^ge,  J- 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson.  S. 
Spcnce.  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watson.  J.  C. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers:  ' 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Cook,  Hume 


Questiffli  so  resolved  in  the  n^ative. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Item  aSt.    Cyanide  of  potassium,  free. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [12.55]— I 
move — 

That  after  the  word  "potassium"  the  words 
"  sodium,  and  bromide  salts,*'  be  inserted. 

All  those  things  are  used  in  the  <me  pro- 
cess.   The  cyanide  of  sodium  would  not 
be  distinguishable  from  the  cyanide  of 
potassium,  and  I  understand  that  the  bro- 
mide salts  are  used  to  liven  up  the  solu- 
tion when  it  is  beginning  to  get  "  dead." 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Item,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 
Item  282  (Voltoids  of  sal-ammcMiiac), 
agreed  to. 

Item  283.    Insecticides,  sheep  washes,  and 

disinfectants,  n.e.i. — free. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[12.57]. — -I  should  like  the  Minister  to 
agree  to  place  a  duty  on  disinfectants,  such 
as  phenyles  and  other  liquid  preparations. 
So  much  tar  is  produced  here  in  the  gas- 
works that  a  lot  of  it  is  buried.  We  have 
hardly  attempted  the  manufacture  of  all 
the  by-products  of  tar. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Where  do  they 
burv  the  tar? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  do  not  say  that 
that  is  being  done  at  present,  but  it  has 
been  practically  given  away  in  Victoria. 
A  duty  might  also  be  placed  cm  liquid 
sheep  washes,  sheep -branding  [M%parati<xi8, 
and  insecticides.  A  number  of  powders 
are  also  used,  including  carbolic  prepara- 
tions. 

Sitting  suspended  from  i  to  2.1$  p-nt. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— As  I  was  saying 
prior  to  the  adjournment  for  limch,  large 
quantities  of  these  phoiyles,  sheep  dips, 
and  disinfectants  generally  are  used  in 
Australia;  and  I  have  all  the  effrontery  of 
a  protectionist  when  I  state  that  since  the 
cwnmencement  of  the  local  manufacture, 
prices  have  been  considerablv  reduced. 
What  I  suggest  is  that  cresyjic  acid,  crude 
creosote  oil,  tar  DigiiUd9pWj©ftgie  acid 
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should  be  fiee;  that  phenyles,  liquid  dis- 
infectants, liquid  rfieep-washes,  insecti- 
cides, sheep-branding  preparations,  and 
sapfxiaceous  mixture  of  creosote  should  bear 
a  duty  of  as.  per  gallon ;  and  that  a  new 
item,  consisting  of  powder  or  paste  sheep- 
dips  and  carbolic  powder  preparations,  be 
made  dutiable  at  los.  per  1,00  lbs. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  (Barker)  [2.1 7I  — 
I  hope  that  the  Treasurer  will  not  make 
the  alteration  suggested  in  the  item  under 
discussion. 

Sir  William  Lvne.— Why  not? 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON.— Under  the  old 
Tariff  this  item  was  free,  and  the  Trea- 
surer must  know  that  more  sheep  dip  is 
used  in  Australia  than,  perhaps,  in  any 
other  part  of  the  world.  In  South  Aus- 
tralia it  is  compulsory  to  dip  sheep  once 
a  year,  or,  perhaps,  twice  a  year,  accord- 
ing to  the  discretion  of  the  inspector.  I 
am  sure  that  the  Treasurer,  who  is  familiar 
with  all  matters  connected  with  slock, 
would  not  do  anything  to  injure  or  hamper 
those  more  particularly  interested. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— Does  not  the  hon- 
orable member  think  that  all  articles  of  this 
class  should  be  manufactured  in  Australia? 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON.  —  I  repeat  that 
under  the  old  Tariff  this  item  was  free; 
and  we  all  know  that  every  farmer  keeps 
sheep. 

Mr.  Mathews. — What  would  this  small 
duty  mean  to  a  farmer? 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON.— It  might  mean  a 
good  deal.  There  are  not  onlv  farmers, 
but  poultry-keepers,  sheep -raisers,  and 
owners  of  horses,  to  be  considered. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [2.20].— I  desire 
to  read  the  following  letter  from  Dr.  Bull, 
of  the  Melbourne  University — 

Bacteriological  Laboratory, 

The  Vniversity  of  Melbourne, 

t4th  October,  1007. 

S.  J.  Wiltshire.  Esq., 

Dear  Sir, — I  h^ve  testeif  the  disinfcciiint 
strength  nf  your  phenyle,  and  certify  that,  undff 
the  standard  laboraton-  conditions,  the  bacillus 
of  tvphoid  fever  was  destroved  in  five  minutes 
in  a' dilution  of  one  part  phenyle  to  150  parts 
of  water.  The  phenyle  is,  therefore,  three  times 
as  potent  as  carbolic  acid  (Scbciing's). 

I  have  here  also  another  certificate  by  Dr. 
Bull,  which  appears  on  the  circular  of 
Messrs.  Morris.  Little,  &  Son.  the  pro- 
prietors of  Little's  phenyle,  as  follows:  — 

I  have  (eiited  the  disinfectant  strength  of  » 
sample  of  Little's  soluble  phenvle  forwarded  by 
you.  I  certify  that,  under  standard  laboratory 
conditions,  the  disinfectant  dcslroved  the  bacillus 
of  typhoid  fever  in  five  minutes  in  a  dilution  of 
I  in  300  of  distilled  water.    The  details  are 


appended  in  the  table,  from  which  it  will  be 
noticed  that  your  disinfectant  proved  half  ai 
strong  again  as  carbolic  acid. 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  two  certificates  ' 
that  Australian  phenyle  is  twice  as  strong 
as  the  impOTted  phenyle. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — There  are  other 
sheep  dips  than  that  of  Messrs.  Mwris, 
Little,  &  Son. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — And  there  are  more 
Australian  sheep  dips  than  that  of  Mr. 
Wiltshire.  I  have  quoted  one  Australian 
phenyle  as  against  one  imported  phenyle, 
and  have  shown  that  the  Australian  article 
is  twice  as  strcmg  as  the  imported  article. 
I  trust  that  the  Treasurer  will  insist  on  a 
duty  being  imposed.  Manufacturers  of 
these  dips  and  disinfectants  will  have  to 
pay  a  duty  on  their  bottles  and  packages, 
and  observe  Australian  conditions  of 
labour ;  and  I  trust  to  see  this  industty 
firmly  established. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [2.21].— I 
should  like  to  read  a  Sydney  analysis  of 
Australian  sheep  dip  as  compared  with 
Quibell's  dip;    It  is  as  follows — 

We  hand  you  the  analyns,  made  by  Mr.  C 
A.  Bumet,  of  Quibell's  sheep  dip,  Little's 
phenyle,  and  our  "Triumph"  brand  of  sheep 
dip,  and  "  Triumph  "  phenyle  : — 

LitHe's  Phenyle.         QuihelPs  Shtef  Dif. 

Tar  oil,  40  per  cent.       Tar  oil,  30  per  cent. 

Water,  40  per  cent.        Carbolic  acid,  15  per 

Soda,  6  per  cent.  cent. 

Kesin,  14  per  cent.  So<la,  7  per  cent 

Water,  32  per  cent. 
Resin,  16  per  cent. 

Burnet" s  Triumph  Shcei      Burnet's  Phenyle. 

Dif. 

Ciirbolic  acid,  t8  per  Tar  oil,  25  per  cent. 

cent.  Carbolic  acid,  15  per 
Tar  mI,  33  per  cent.  cent. 

Water,  aj  'per  cent.  Water,  34  per  cent. 

Soda,  8  per  cent.  Soda,  8  per  cent. 

Resin,  18  per  cent.  Resin,  t8  per  cent 

Sheep  dip  is  imported  in  a  concentraled 
form,  and  water  has  to  be  added  after  its 
arrival;  but  the  importer  is  so  anxious 
about  the  welfare  of  the  community  thart 
a  certain  percentage  of  water  is  added  be- 
fore its  arrival.  Honorable  members 
should  be  made  aware  that,  not  only  in 
Victoria,  but  in  other  States,  there  is  being 
manufactured  sheep  dip  which  will  com- 
pare most  favorably  with  the  imported  ar- 
ticle. Honorable  members  may  ask  why 
the  local  producers  do  not  obtain  the  wh(^'e 
of  the  trade.  The  reason  is  simplv  be- 
cause, like  other  Australian  manufacturers, 
they  have  to  compete  not  only  against 
enormous  capital ,  but  also  against  enor- 
mous prejudice.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  it 
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is  prejudice  which  prevents  the  local  manu- 
facturers obtaining  the  market.  Only  a 
little  while  ago,  ;£io,ooo  worth  of  sheep 
dip  was  landed  here  at  something  like  one- 
third  below  ordinary  cost. 

Mr.  Page. — What  does  the  honorable 
member  mean  by  "  ordina)ry  cost " — ^the 
selling  price? 

Mr.  SALMON.— Yes ;  the  ordinary 
selling  price. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — How  many  times 
has  that  been  done? 

Mr.  SALMON.— That  is  one  case. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — One  case,  and. 
therefore,  a  duty  for  ever  I 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  am  giving  a 
specific  case.  The  importer,  by  reason 
of  his  greater  capital,  is  able  to  employ 
large  numbers  of  advertising  agents;  and 
it  is  in  this  connexion  that  the  local  manu- 
facturer is  seriously  crippled.  The  latter 
has  iK)t  the  capital  at  his  command  neces- 
sary to  send  agents  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  country;  and  we  all 
know  that  orders  are  generally  secured  by 
travellers  who  personally  call  on  the  squat- 
ters and  farmers. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thohson. — Surely  the 
local  manufacturer  can  pay  a  ccxnmission 
to  travellers? 

^Ir.  SALMON.— The  local  manufac- 
turer cannot  afford  to  pay  anything  like 
the  commission  that  is  allowed  by  the  im- 
porter. Travellers  are  either  paid  salary 
and  commission,  or  axnmission  only;  and 
the  person  who  is  able  to  send  out  large 
numbers  of  travellers  is  able  to  compete 
successfully  against  the  man  who  has  to 
depend  on  ordinary  newspaper  advertising. 
This  industry  has  already  he&i  established 
in  Australia;  and,  as  pointed  out  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Yarra,  those  en- 
gaged in  it  have  to  pay  duty  on  the  bottles 
and  tins  they  use. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— Tin  is  free. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  am  glad  to  hear  it. 

Mr.  Livingston. — It  is  strange  that 
those  engaged  in  the  industry  did  not  ask 
the  Tariff  Commission  for  any  assistance. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  do  not  think  that  the 
honorable  member  is  quite  coriect  in  his 
suggestion.  At  any  rate,  those  engaged 
in  the  industry  have  appealed  to  me,  and 
to  this  Committee,  fot  assistance,  seeing 
that  they  have  sent  circulars  to  honorable 
members. 

Mr.  Livingston. — I  did  not  get  a  cir- 
cular. 

Mr.  SALMON.— Perhaps  they  knew  from 
the  honorable  member's  predilections  that 


he  was  not  likely  to  be  favorable.  It  is  true 
that  the  duty  has  been  taken  off  a  portion 
of  the  raw  material  of  this  industry  to  the 
extent  of  6d.  per  gallon;  but  Uiat  is  a 
small  matter  when  we  consider  what  U 
necessary  in  the  manufacture  of  disinfec- 
tants. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — Is  the  honorable  member 
advocating  a  duty  on  disinfectants? 

Mr.  SALMON,— Yes. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — I  am  surprised  at  the 
honorable  member. 

Mr.  SAL^^ON.— Of  course  the  honor- 
able member  is  surprised,  though  he  oug^t 
not  to  be,  when  we  recollect  that  the  local 
production  is  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  the 
imported  article.  It  is  only  because  of 
prejudice  on  the  part  of  people  like  the 
honorable  member  that  the  local  manufac- 
turers are  unable  to  secure  the  market  to 
which  they  are  entitled.  I  hope  the  Com- 
mittee will  agree  to  a  reasonable  dutv. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [2.28!— 
The  Tariff  Commission,  in  their  report, 
say — 

A  firm  io  New  South  Wales,  it  was  stated, 
was  prepared  to  largely  manufacture  a  valuable 

sheep  dip  from  saponaceous  mixture  of  creosote, 
provided  that  adequate  protection  was  provided. 
This  sheep  dip  is  produced  oo  a  very  limited 
scale  at  present. 

The  evidence  as  it  stood  was  very  meagre ; 
and,  therefore,  we  did  not  feel  justified  in 
recommending  a  duty.  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion, however,  in  saying  that  if  the  infor- 
mation now  laid  before  honorable  members 
had  been  available  to  the  Tariff  Conunis- 
sion  a  duty  would  have  been  recommended. 
I  find  that  not  only  are  these  disinfectants 
made  in  New  South  Wales,  but  that  there 
are  nineteen  manufacturers  in  Victoria. 

Mr.  HuTCra  SON.-— There  are  two  manu- 
facturers in  South  Australia. 

Mr.  Livingston. — Did  the  South  Aus- 
tralian manufacturers  approach  the  Tariff 
CcHnmission  ? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK— No;  but  had  they 
done  so  their  case  would  have  been  given 
favorable  consideration.  In  view  of 
the  new  information  available,  I  shall  sup- 
port the  Treasurer  if  he  proposes  a  dutv. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[2.30]. — From  the  arguments  which  have 
been  advanced,  it  appears  that  Australian 
phenyle,  as  a  sheep  wash,  is  far  superior 
to  the  imported  article.  It  seems  to  me, 
therefore,  that  the  industry  is  one  whidi 
does  not  require  protection.  If  it  were 
otherwise,  the  representatives  of  the  firms 
which  have  «nl«\yk^ed»SP®^5(3gM 


Tariff 


[4  Dbcembes,  1907.]  {lum  283).  6981 


given  evidence  before  the  Tariff  Cominis- 
sion.  To  levy  a  duty  upon  insecticides, 
sheep  washes,  and  disinfectants,  in  a  coun- 
try like  Australia,  where  there  are  so  many 
insect  pests,  is  altc^ether  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. Further,  any  Customs  impost  would 
not  induce  stock  owners  to  puidiase  a  par- 
ticular stKep  wash  in  preference  to  others 
on  account  of  its  slightly  decreased  cost. 
Their  great  object  is  to  obtain  the  very  best 
sheep  wash  that  is  procurable,  altogether 
regardless  of  its  price.  Consequently 
sheep  washes  should  be  admitted  free.  If 
imported  sheep  washes  are  superior  to  the 
Australian  article  they  will  command  the 
trade,  and  vice  versa.  I  hope  that  the 
Treasurer  will  stand  firm  upon  this  item. 

.Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [2.32]. 
— 1  can  indorse  all  that  has  been  said 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Laanecoorie 
in  regard  to  the  prejudice  which  exists 
against  Australian  disinfectants.  No  dif- 
ficulty whatever  is  experienced  in  manu- 
facturing them.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
they  are  being  made  in  South  Australia  at 
the  present  time. 

Mr.  Sampson.  —  The  manufacturers 
could  not  have  required  the  aid  of  a  duty 
very  badly.  Otherwise  they  would  have 
appeared  before  the  Tariff  Commission. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— It  may  be  that 
they  were  too  busy  to  attend  before  that 
body.  But  the  question  which  we  have  to 
determine  is,  **  Can  these  disinfectants  be 
produced  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  are 
they  capable  of  doing  all  that  is  required 
of  them?  "  As  a  matter  of  fact  they  are 
being  made  in  Australia,  and  I  have  the 
assurance  of  Messrs.  Faulding  and  Ccxn- 
pany  that  the  disinfectants  which  they 
manufacture  will  acoxnplish  all  that  is 
claimed  for  them. 

Mr.  Livingston. — Do  they  make  a 
sheep  wash? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Yes.  I  hold  in 
my  hand  a  certificate  by  R.  J.  Bull,  M.D., 
B.S.,  Director  of  the  Bacterioloeical  La- 
boratory at  the  Melbourne  University, 
dated  27th  January,  1907,  and  addressed 
to  ACessrs.  McKellan  and  Ramsay,  which 
reads — 

Drar  Sirs, 

I  have  tested  the  disinfecting  strength  of  a 
sample  of  phenyls  (McKellan  and  Ramsay), 
received  on  ainil  December,  iqo6.  and  certify 
that,  under  standard  laboratory  conditions,  the 
b.rillus  of  tyi'Iioid  fever  was  destroyed  in  five 
minutes,  when  the  disinfectant  was  emjiloyed  in 
a  dilution  of  i   :  400  in  distilled  water. 

Mr.  Livingston. — There  is  no  occasion 
to  fear  any  more  typhoid  fever  then? 


Mr.  HUTCHISON— I  am  quoting  ab- 
solute evidence.    Dr.  Bull  states  that — 

A  dilation  of  t  :  400  was  equivalent  to  car- 
bolic acid,  I  :  looi  iadicatioe  that  the  former 
was  four  tiroes  as  powerful  as  carbolic  acid  as 
a  disinfectant. 

Surely  that  is  conclusive  evidoice  that  we 
can  produce  in  the  Commonwealth  any  kind 
of  disinfectant  that  may  be  required.  I 
am  sure  that  the  Treasurer  will  recognise 
that  this  is  a  fair  item  upon  which  to  im- 
pose a  dutv. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  (Oxley)  [2.35].— I 
should  tike  to  know  what  is  the  precise 
nature  of  the  proposal  before  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Sir  William  Lyne.^ — Half-a-dozen  hon- 
cvable  members  have  suggested  that  this 
it»i)  should  bear  a  duty. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— Who  made  the  sug- 
gestion in  the  first  instance? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  hcxiorable 
member  for  Melbourne  Ports. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— Considering  the 
frequency  with  which  that  honorable  mem- 
ber has  voted  against  the  Government.  I 
hope  that  the  Treasurer  will  not  be  influ- 
enced by  his  representations.  I  trust  that 
he  will  strictly  adhere  to  the  Government 
proposal.  To  stock  owners  it  is  a  matter  of 
the  utmost  importance  that  sheep  washes 
should  be  admitted  free.  Instead  of  m- 
deavouring  to  increase  their  price  to  the 
consumer  we  ought  to  do  e\-erything  in  our 
power  to  lessen  it.  I  hope  that  the  Trea- 
surer will  not  allow  even  one  of  his  sup- 
porters to  influence  him  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  ["2.^7].— I 
wish  to  read  a  few  figures  whidi  will 
effectually  dispose  of  the  cfHitention  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Oxley  that  the  im- 
position of  a  duty  upon  this  item  will  have 
the  effect  of  increasing  the  cost  of  the  ar- 
ticles specified  therein.  The  particular 
sheep  wash,  the  price  of  which  I  intend  to 
quote,  is  being  manufactured  in  Melbourne. 

Mr.  Edwards. — That  information  is 
quite  sufficient  The  honorable  member 
cannot  see  beyond  Victoria,  and  a  little 
i;ortIon  of  Svdney, 

Mr.  SALMON'.—This  she^ep  wash  is 
being  manufactured  from  a  recipe  sup- 
plied by  slieep-dip  manufacturers  in  the 
Old  Country.  It  is  identical  in  every  re- 
spect with  the  dip  which  is  imported  ity 
this  company.  Yet  the  price  charged  !o 
the  user  for  the  imported  article  in  5-galloii 
drums  is  65.  per  gallon,  whilst  the  price 
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Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — The  sheep-owners 
must  be  very  bad  judges  of  quality. 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  honorable  member 
has  had  as  much  experience  as  has  any 
honorable  member  of  the  benefits  which 
flow  from  advertising.  A1 1  that  I  ha^'e 
said  about  the  opportunities  which  outside 
fiizns  enjoy  for  ruling  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia seems  to  have  fallen  upon  deaf  ears. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Sheep  washes 
lie  made  by  some  of  the  bigg^t  firms 
in  Australia. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  have  spoken  of  only 
two  firms,  neither  of  which  are  very  large. 
They  are  merely  struggling  concerns.  The 
40-gallon  casks  containing  this  sheep  wash 
from  abroad  are  sold  to  the  user  at  5s.  6d. 
per  gallon,  whilst  the  Australian  article  is 
supplied  to  him  at  3s.  pd.  per  gallon.  It 
will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  statement 
of  the  honorable  member  tor  Oxley  is  an 
utterly  fallacious  one.  Further,  I  hold  in 
my  hand  an  undertaking  frcmi  the  manu- 
facturer of  this  particular  sheep  wash,  that 
if  a  duty  be  imposed  upon  the  imported 
article,  he  will  not  increase  the  price  of  the 
Australian  article  to  the  consumer. 

Mr.  Edwards. — Foi  how  long  ?  For 
three  rocaiths? 

Mr.  SALMON. — The  honorable  member 
is  begging  the  question.  The  manufacturer 
will  guarantee  that  the  sheep  wash  which  is 
at  present  being  supplied  to  the  consumer 
for  33i  per  cent,  less  than  is  the  imported 
article,  will  continue  to  be  supplied  at  its 
present  price. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  mem- 
htt  must  be  a  simple  Simon  to  quote  that 
sort  of  undertaking. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — It  is  not  worth  the  paper 
upon  which  it  is  written. 

Mr.  SALMON. — Honorable  members 
^iposite  affirm  that  if  we  impose  a  duty 
apon  this  item  the  cost  of  sheep  washes  will 
Be  increased,  and  the  moment  that  I  submit 
«vidbnce  to  refute  their  statements  they  say 
Ifaat  I  must  be  a  simple  Simon. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  hcxiorable 
member  produces  an  undertaking  which 
might  last  for  only  one  day. 

Mr.  salmon' — Parliament  would  I)e 
impotent  indeed  if  it  permitted  a  manufac- 
turer to  trifle  with  it  in  that  fashion. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  price  of 
the  raw  material  of  the  wash  might  be  in- 
creased. 

Mr.  SALMON.— In  that  case  Parliament 
would  not  dream  of  holding  the  manufac- 
turer to  his  engagement. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [2.42].— It  is  a 
shame  that  the  Treasurer  should  listen  for 


a  moment  to  a  suggestion  to  lew  a  dutv 
upon  this  item.   The  articles  specified  in  it 
were  admitted  free  under  the  old  Tariff 
and  the  protectionist  section  of  the  Tariff 
Commission  have  also  recommended  that 
they  should  be  placed   upon   the   list  of 
special  exempticxis.    Strangely  enough,  the 
free-trade  section  of  that  body  reconunended 
that  they  should  be  dutiable  at  5  per  cent. 
These  facts  furnish  convincing  evidence  that 
the  questi<Mi  is  one  which  should  be  con- 
sidered from  two  points  of  view.  Various 
reasons  have  been  advanced  in  favour  of  the 
imposition  of  a  duty.    The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Laanecoorie  has  brought  fcwward 
the  stale  argument  that  by  adopting  that 
course  tKe  price  of  the  articles  would  not 
be  increased.   Vet  we  hear  axnplaints  every 
day  that  the  imposition  of  duties  under  this 
Tariff  has  led  to  an  increase  in  the  price  of 
goods.    TJiat  circumstance,  I  think,  effec- 
tually disposes  of  the  honorable  member's 
contention.    Unfortunately,  we  have  persons 
coming  to  the  precincts  of  the  Chamber  and 
butt(xi-holing  various  hcxiorable  members. 
From  what  I  hai,*e  noticed  this  morning, 
and  also  this  afternoon,  I  suspect  th.-it  the 
honorable    member    for    Kooyong    is  in 
favour  of  increasing  this  duty.    I  do  not 
see  any  reason  why  I  should'  not  mention 
an  incident  of  that  sort.    It  is  not  right 
that  this  button-holing  should  take  place. 
Only  the  other  day.  a  man  sued  in  a  Court 
for  the  payment  of  a  certain  sum  because 
he  had  influenced  the  votes  of  honorable 
members  on  items  in  the  last  Tariff. 

Mr.  Chanter. — We  have  had  the  prin- 
cipal agent  of  the  free-traders  about  the 
premises  since  the  consideration  of  the 
Tariff  began. 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — I  propose  to  read  a 
letter  which  I  haw  received  from  a  gentle- 
man who  is  interested  in  the  question  of 
sheep  dips  and  disinfectants,  and  who 
represents  Arnold's  Balsam  Co.  If  this 
industry  is  fairly  established  in  Australia 
—and  I  think  we  have  good  ground  to  be- 
lieve that  it  is — there  is  no  reason  why  a 
protective  dutv  should  be  imposed.  The 
Chairman  of  the  A  section  of  the  Tariff 
Commission  quoted  the  evidcTK^  of 
Mr.  E.  Dearman.  I  notice  that  the 
witness  stated  that  this  article  was 
not  produced  in  quite  such  a  large 
wav  as  it  might  be,  and  the  reason 
which  he  gave  for  that  state  of  things 
was  not  the  want  of  a  duty,  but  simpTv 
the  fact  that  people  would  not  buy  the 
local  article.  He  asserted  that  not'  onlv 
was  there  a  prejudice  against  the  local 
article,  but  that  it  existed  to  such  an  extent 


Tariff  [4  December,  1907.]  (Item  283).  6983 


that  the  local  article  was  sold  under  an 
English  name,  so  that  the  impositicxi  of  a 
duty  has  very  little  to  do  with  the  matter. 
My  corresp<Mident,  who  represents  Arnold's 
Balsam  Ca,  bays — 

We  are  importers  of  "i>bci)yle,"  meationed 
in  the  Tariff  as  a  saponaceous  compound  of 
cresylic  acid,  carbolic  acid,  tar,  &c.  The  duty 
proposed  is  6d.  per  frallon.  For  years  this  has 
been  made  in  the  different  States  from  coal  tar, 
tu  be  had  in  large  quantities  from  the  gas-works. 
The  formula  is  simple,  very  little  labour  re- 
quired. It  is  sold  in  Melbourne  by  Chas.  Atkins 
and  Co.,  473  Flinders-street^  at  is.  4^d.  per 
gallon,  and  Morris  and  Lading,  Prahrao,  at  the 
same  price.  The  cost  to  make  will  work  out  at 
under  is.  per  gallon.  In  our  opinion  there  i» 
no  necessity  for  a  duty ;  the  freight  is  suffi< 
cient  protection. 

Sir  WiLUAic  LvNE. — One  fellow  saw 
the  hoiorable  manber  for  Kooyong,  and 
the  other  fellow  saw  the  honorable  gaitle- 
man. 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — This  man  did  not  see 
me ;  but  he  forwarded  to  me  this  letter 
which  I  have  quoted  in  support  of  my  argu- 
ment. He  states  that,  in  his  opinion,  there 
is  no  necessity  for  a  duty,  and  that  the 
freight  is  quite  sufficient  protectitxi  to  the 
local  manufacturer)!.  When  an  item  of 
thib  kind  is  brought  under  cmisideration, 
it  is  only  right  that  the  Committee  should 
hear  both  sides  of  the  question.  The  letter 
I  have  read  represents  tme  side  of  this 
question,  and  if  hcmorable  members  wish 
it,  I  am  prepared  to  quote  from  several 
letters  which  I  have  received,  and  which 
will  support  an  argument  to  the  contrary 
effect.  I  have  received  a  letter  from 
McKellan  &  Ramsay,  chemical  manufac- 
turers, of  62  and  64  Bouverie-street,  Carl- 
ton, with  a  town  cffice  at  317  Little  Col- 
lins-street, Melbourne.  No  doubt,  honor- 
able members  will  recognise  that  the 
writers  are  quite  capable  of  expressing  an 
opinion.    They  write  in  these  terms — 

We  write  to  bring  under  your  notice  a  gross 
nnomaly  which  affects  the  disinfectant  and  sheep 
dip  manufacturer*.  Under  ihe  present  Tariff, 
coal-tar  oil  and  carbolic  acid,  both  formerly 
free,  are  now  dutiable  at  6d.  per  gallon,  where- 
as disinfectants  and  sheep  dips  are  admitted 
free. 

Cofil-tar  oil  and  carbolic  acid  form  the  raw 
materials  in  our  manufactures,  and  thus  wc  have 
the  absurd  anomaly — raw  material,  duty  6d.  per 
giMon,  manufactured  article  admitted  free. 

We  would  respertfullv  ask  that  the  duty  on 
coal.tar  oil  and  carbolic  acid  (our  raw  material) 
be  at  once  removed,  and  n  duty  placed  on  disin- 
fectants and  sheep  di'^s,  and  the  duty  on 
saponaceous  mixture  of  creosote  increased,  as  the 
local  manufacturers  (numbering  at  least  nineteen 
in  Victoria)  could  easilv  manuf.icture  enough 
disinfectants  and  sheep  dips  to  supply  the  whole 
of  the  Commonwealth,  if  they  were  protected. 


There  are  oie  <»*  two  matters  to  whidi  I 
desire  to  draw  the  attention  of  homvable 
members.  A  manufacturer  of  sheep  dips 
and  phenyle  writes — 

Regardmy  Item  379  in  the  Tariff,  we 
wish  to  brmg  before  your  notice  the  anomaly, 
of  placing  the  duty  of  6d.  per  gallon  on  carbolic 
acid  and  tar  oil,  while  allowing  ^eep  dipt  and 

phenyle  to  come  in  free. 

All  phenyles  as  Little's,  Jeyes'  fluid,  Quibell's, 
ftc.,  and  all  liquid  sheep  dips  such  as  Cooper's, 
Quibell's,  &c.,  are  made  by  treating  carbolic 
acid  and  tar  oil  with  soda  to  make  soluble,  then 
dissolving  with  resin.  Wc  do  an  extensive  busi- 
ness in  the  manufacture  of  sheep  dips  and 
phenyle,  and  our  manufact^ires  are  identical  in 
composition  with  the  above  brands. 

In  importing  tar  oil  and  carbolic  acid  we 
have  to  pay  6d.  per  gallon  duty.  We  then  mix 
with  soda  and  resin  as  above  explained  and 
manufacture  into  sheep  dip  and  phenyle. 

By  instructing  the  manufacturers  of  carbolic 
acid  and  tar  oil  to  neutralise  them  with  soda 
and  dissolve  with  resin  it  comes  in  free  either  as 
sheep  dip  or  phenyle.  This  anomaly  works  out 
very  unfairly,  and  as  the  phenvles  and  liquid 
sheep  dips  are  made  from  carbolic  acid  and  tar 
oil,  the  whole  group  of  products  should  be  either 
free  or  dutiable. 

Here  is  a  gentleman  who  is  arguing  in 
one  instance  in  favour  of  a  duty,  and  who 
recommends  that  the  whole  group  of 
products  should  be.  as  he  puts  it. 
"either  free  or  dutiable."  He  goes  (xi 
.to  say — 

The  analyses  of  dutv  free  Little's  phenyle 
and  Cooper's  sheep  dip,  as  undemoted,  will  in- 
dicate this  very  plainly  : — 

Little's  Phenyle. 
Tar  oil  ...         ...         ...   40  per  cent. 

Wat"   40   .>  « 

Soda    6   „  „ 

R"in    14  » 

QuibeWs  Sheep  Dip. 

Tar  oil  ...         ...         ...  30  per  cent 

Carbolic  acid     ...         ...  ii;   „  „ 

Water   32    „  „ 

Soda    7   „  „ 

Resin    ...         ...         ...  16   „  „ 

Locally  made  dip  referred  to  above  : — 

Tar  oil  ...         ...         ...  31  per  cent. 

Carbolic  acid     ...         ...  tS   „  „ 

Water   23    „  „ 

Soda      ...  ...  ...     8    „  „ 

Resin     ...  ...  ...  18  ,, 

I  have  several  other  letters  in  my  posses- 
sion, but  no  doubt  most  honorable  mem- 
bers have  received  a  copy  of  each  letter, 
and  studied  its  contents  at  their  leisure. 
This  is  another  instance  in  which,  for  the 
sake  of  bolstering  up  a  few  miserable 
inanufacturers  within  the  limits  of  the 
cities,  our  great  primary  industries  are  to 
he  taxed.  We  know  very  well  that  these 
disinfectants  and  sheep  dips  are  what  might 
almost  be  called  the  raw  material  of  the 
wool-growers.      Fot    that    reascm  alone 
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they  should  be  able  to  purchase  them  as 
cheaply  as  possible.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Laaneoxnrie  has  attempted  to  argue 
that  if  we  place  a  heavy  duty  on  the  arti- 
cles, they  will  become  cheaper,  but  I  diink 
I  have  shown  conclusively  that  his 
argument  was  entirely  without  any  weight. 
I  am  opposed  to  the  imposition  of  a  duty. 
The  Minister,  in  his  wisdran,  has  proposed 
that  the  article  should  be  free.  The  Chair- 
man of  the  Tariff  Cmnmission  made  no 
comment  on  the  matter :  very  little  evi- 
dence was  placed  before  him.  Every  cme 
knows  that  the  Treasurer  is  the  last  man  to 
show  want  of  backbone.  If  any  one  can 
sit  tight  and  fast  he  can  do  so.  I  trust 
that  on  this  item  he  will  sit  tight  and  fast 
as  he  has  done  on  other  occasions,  and  will 
refuse  to  have  his  schedule  altered. 

Mr.  CARR  (Macquarie)  [2.59]. — I  wish 
to  protest  against  the  sweepinc  generalities 
in  which  the  honorable  member  for  Hunter 
has  indulged.  He  has  spoken  about  this 
being  a  petty  and  miserdile  manufacturing 
industry  confined  to  the  limits  of  a  few 
cities.  The  manufacture  of  disinfectants 
and  sheep  dips  is  so  easy  that  thev  are 
made  in  many  country  towns  in  New  South 
Wales.  Apart  from  several  manufactories 
in  Sydney,  there  is  a  company  operating 
in  Bathurst.  The  question  of  the  duty  on 
creosote  and  tar  oils  was  involved  in  the 
question  of  the  duty  on  sheep  dips,  but  now 
that  these  oils  have  been  made  free,  ic  is 
only  consistent  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  impose  an  effective  protective  duty 
on  disinfectants  and  sheep  dips,  particu- 
larly on  the  latter.  The  hcxiorable  member 
foe  Hunter  mmtioned  the  constituent  parts 
of  certain  sheep  dips  without  making  any 
deduction  from  them.  The  deduction  is 
that  the  constituent  parts  of  the  local  ar- 
ticle go  to  show  that  it  is  much  stronger 
and  much  more  efficacious  than  the  im- 
ported article,  and  it  is  sold  at  a  cheaper 
price.  The  imposition  of  a  duty  could  not 
possibly  have  the  effect  of  raising  the  price 
because,  as  I  nit-ntioned,  almost  any  one  can 
make  the  artkile.  Tlie  manufacturers  give  the 
whole  formula  without  any  reservation  so 
that  any  one  can  obtain  the  material  parts 
and  mix  the  dip  for  thenisehes.  If  any- 
thing calls  for  a  (Uity  I  maintain  that  this 
article  does.  The  imjxirtefl  article  is  d<*- 
cidcdly  inferior  to  that  which  is  locally 
made. 

Mr.  Wtlson. — Does  the  honoralile  mem- 
ber mean  to  say  that  QuilelTs  dip  is  in- 
fericx-  to  the  locally-made  article? 


Mr.  CARR.— I  da  The  honorable  mem- 
ber, as  a  medical  practitioner  knowing  the 
value  of  these  ingredients,  should  be  aware 
of  that. 

Mr.  Wilson. — A  medical  practitioner  is 
not  supposed  to  know  anything  about  sheep 
dips. 

Mr.  CARR. — I  should  have  thought  that 
the  rudiments  of  medicine  would  have 
taught  a  man  the  value  of  these  materials, 
and  that  one  who  professed  to  know  anv- 
thing  about  medicine  would  be  aware  that 
when  certain  constituents  appear  in  a  cer- 
tain mixture  of  greater  strength  than  in 
another  mixture — presuming  that  strength 
is  desired — the  stronger  must  be  the  more 
efficacious.  No  harm  has  ever  been  d«ie  bv 
the  local  article,  though  it  is  stronger  than 
the  imported  dip.  I  strongly  support  the 
demand  for  a  duty. 

Mr.  PALMER  (Echura)  [3.2].— The  re- 
COTimendation  of  the  Tariff  Commission 
with  regard  to  this  item  was  that  it  should 
be  free.  It  was  free  under  the  old  Tariff 
and  it  is  free  under  the  Tariff  proposed  by 
the  Government.  I  am  one  of  those  who 
believe  that  as  protection  is  the  policy  of 
the  country  we  should  give  a  reasonable 
amount  of  protection  on  a  commodity  which 
can  be  manufactured  in  Australia.  But  this 
is  a  rcmmoditv  which  affects  the  largest 
producing  interest  in  the  Commonwealdi. 

Mr.  Carr. — Does  the  honorable  member 
say  that  sheep  dip  cannot  be  made  in  Aus- 
tralia ? 

Mr.  PALMER.— T  have  not  said  any- 
thing of  the  sort.  As  it  can  be  made  in 
Australia,  the  makers  are  entitled  to  a 
measure  of  protection.  But  in  view  of  the 
great  importance  of  the  industry,  affecting 
not  only  large  sheep  stations  "but  small 
farmers  and  the  bulk  of  the  people  gener- 
ally— it  is  one- which  we  cannot  afford  to 
trifle  with.  I  should  not  have  risen  ex- 
cept for  the  statement  of  the  honorable 
memlier  for  Laanecoorie  to  the  dfect  that 
certain  manufacturers  of  this  commoditv 
in  Australia  were  prepared  to  give  a 
guarantee  that  the  price  would  not  be  in- 
creased to  the  consumer.  I  view  guaran- 
tees of  that  sort  with  a  great  deal  of  sus- 
picion. We  must  take  every  precaution 
to  s.e  that  the  cost  of  these  commodities 
is  ti'  t  incie.ised. 

Mr.  C'arr.— Local  competition  will  keep 
the  price  down. 

Mr.  PALMER.— I  hold  in  mv  hand  a 
sratcmi-nt— a  copv  of  which  has  been  sent 
to  everv  honorable  membe*^=-Twhidi|  ibows 
the  value  of  guaPSlW  niiPV®«^ 
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not  be  increased.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  stern  logic  of  events  proves  that  in  re- 
gard to  almost  every  item  in  the  Tariff, 
where  an  increased  duty  has  been  imposed, 
an  increased  price  to  the  consumer  has  fol- 
lowed. Numerous  invoices  have  been  pro- 
duced in  this  Chamber  to  prove  that 
statement.  The  honorable  member  for 
Laanecoorie  assures  us  that  seme  person 
who  is  making  these  sheep  dips  is 
prepared  to  give  a  guarantee.  I  reply 
that  the  \'alue  of  such  guarantees  is 
shown  by  a  document  that  has  been 
forwarded  to  honorable  members  by  My. 
McOougall,  of  the  firm  of  Sands  and 
McDougall.  His  letter  contains  the  fol- 
lowing paragraj^i — 

In  giving  my  evidence  before  the  Tariff  Cora- 
mission,  1  said  tliat  if  the  duty  on  straw- 
board  was  increased  by  per  ton,  the  Austral- 
ian Paper  Mills  Co.  Ptv.,  Limited,  would  not 
increase  their  price  for  strawboard ;  but  as  the 
House  of  Representatives  has  not  yet  dealt  with 
that  item,  we  have  a  oerfect  right  to  increase 
our  price  until  such  time  as  tbe*dut]r  is  deter- 
mined UI>OQ. 

In  view  of  that  statement,  coming  frun 
one  who  gave  a  guarantee  that  the  price 
uf  an  article  wcHild  not  be  increased  ^ 
the  result  of  a  duty,  what  value  can  be 
attached  to  stidi  a  statement  as  has  been 
made  by  the  bmorable  member  for  Laane- 
coorie? Although  mv  vote  may  be  at 
variance  with  what  may  be  supposed  to 
be  protectionist  policy,  I  am  determined 
to  cast  it  in  such  a  directi(»i  that  the  larger 
interests  of  this  community  shall  not  be 
sacrificed  for  the  benefit  of  the  smaller 
ones. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  (Barker)  [3-5]-~ 
I  understand  that  it  is  not  possible  for  a 
private  member  to  move  to  increase  a  duty 
or  to  add  a  new  duty  to  the  Tariff.  I  wish 
to  ask  the  Treasurer  whether  he  intends 
to  prc^Kse  a  duty  in  regard  to  Ae  00m- 
moditv  with  which  we  are  dealing?  If 
he  does  not  we  are  wasting  time  in  dis- 
cussing it.  If  be  does,  I  shall  have  a 
little  more  to  sav  hereafter. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [3.6]. — I  think  that  there  is  a  great 
deal  in  some  of  the  statements  which  have 
been  made.  There  is  no  question  in  my 
mind  that  the  commodities  under  discus- 
sion can  be  successfullv  made  in  Australia. 
I  intend  to  test  the  feeling  of  the  Com- 
mittee upon  the  ptnnt  by  proposing  a  new 
item.     I  thereftxe  move — 

That  the  words  "  ami  oi.  and  after  .^th  Decem- 
ber, 1907,  aSjA,  Phenyles,  liquid  disinfectants, 
liquid  diecp  washes,  insecticides,  sheep-branding 
ITi-parations,   per  {(atlon,  ts. ;    (b)  bheep  dips 


and  carbolic  preparations  in  powder  or  paste 
form,  per  cwt.,  xos. ;  (c),  Disinfectants  n.e.i., 

free,"  be  added. 

I  h.ive  listened  very  attentively  to  the  state- 
ments which  have  been  made,  and  think 
that  there  is  a  great  deal  in  them.  An 
honorable  member  remarked  in  the  course 
of  the  debate  that  I  know  something  about 
this  matter.  So  1  do.  I  believe  that 
I  know  as  much  about  it  as  any  aae  pre- 
sent, and  I  know  that  the  best  sheep  dips 
are  made  in  Australia.  The  bulk  of  them 
ought  to  be  made  here.  There  should  be 
no  importations  in  this  line  at  all.  It  is 
ridiculous  to  say  that  t^e  simple  mixtures 
which  these  commodities  are  cannot  be 
made  in  Australia.  A  very  strong  ex- 
pression of  opinion  has  been  given  this 
afternoon  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  I 
have  determined  to  test  the  feeling  of  hon- 
orable members  by  taking  a  vote  upon  the 
new  item  which  I  have  submitted. 

Mr.  JOS  E  PH  COO  K  ( Pan  amatta) 
[3.10].^ — I  should  like  to  ask  the  Treasurer 
to  consider  the  advisableness  of  attaching 
the  hfxiorable  member  for  Melbourne  Ports 
to  the  Trade  and  Customs  Department. 
The  Minister  in  charge  of  this  T^iff,  with 
all  the  resources  of  the  Government  at  his 
command,  with  the  recommendations  of  the 
Tariff  Commission  to  boot,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  Dr.  Wollaston  and  his  officers, 
only  discovers  to-day  that  sheep  washes 
can  be  made  in  Australia,  and  that,  there- 
fore, a  duty  ought  to  be  imposed.  If  the 
hcMiorable  member  for  Melbourne  Peats  is 
possessed  of  knowledge  which  is  without 
the  ken  of  men  whose  spedal  dutv  it  is  to 
investigate  such  matters,  the  Minister 
ought  to  give  him  a  huge  salary,  and  at- 
tach him  to  the  Department. 

Mr.  Mathews. — I  quite  agree  that  I  am 
worth  more  than  I  get ! 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  honorable  member  is  earning 
more  than  his  £fioQ  a  year,  iudging  from 
what  has  occurred  to-day.  I  make  the 
suggestion  to  the  Treasurer  in  all  serious- 
ness that  he  should  discharge  some  of  his 
officers  and  give  the  hofXHuble  member  the 
run  of  the  Department.  I  am  sure  he 
would  look  after  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Salmon. — ^The  hraiorable  member 
was  complaining  yesterday  that  the  officers 
of  the  Department  gave  the  Minister  too 
much  information ;  to-day  he  is  complain- 
ing that  they  do  not  give  enough. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  officers 
seem  to  know  nothing  about  thesci  matters 
at  all.    The  goodi)giaeq)«ekidd<B^«^ways 
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been  free.  Only  to-day — after  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Tariff  Commission  has  inquired 
into  the  subject,  he  being  a  strong  protec- 
tionist, almost  a  prohibitionist  in  some 
things,  and  after  all  the  resources  of  the 
Department  have  been  utilized — it  is  dis- 
covered on  the  floor  of  the  House  that  we 
want  a  high  duty  upon  sheep  wash^  and 
disinfectants. 

Mr.  MATHEWS-^Not  a  high  duty. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  understand 
that  what  is  jwoposed  does  not  amount  to 
more  than  about  50  per  cent.  That,  of 
course,  is  a  small  duty  from  the  honorable 
member's  point  of  view.  But  what  does 
he  regard  as  a  high  duty  ?  Yesterday  he 
was  clamouring  for  duties  up  to  200  per 
cent,  and  300  per  cwt.  to  be  retained. 
What  would  the  hcxiorable  member  regard 
as  a  high  duty? 

Mr.  Mathews. — Just  exactly  the  oppo- 
site to  what  the  honorable  member  would 
regard  as  a  high  duty. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  is  about 
as  reasonable  an  answer  as  could  be  ex- 
pected from  the  honorable  member.  But  un- 
reasonable as  he  proves  himself  to  be,  he 
is  able  to  dictate  a  policy  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Trade  and  Customs.  He  is  able 
to  dictate  a  protectionist  policy  for  Aus- 
tralia. I  congratulate  him.  I  cixigratulate 
the  Minister  on  his  susceptibility.  Hither- 
to, it  appears,  the  ignorance  of  the  Depart- 
ment and  the  ignorance  of  the  Minister 
were  in  need  of  enlightenment. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Mr.  Kingston  proposed 
a  duty  on  the  same  goods. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.  —  Surely  the 
Treasurer,  before  introducing  this  Tariff, 
investigated  the  history  of  the  last  one.  If 
Mr.  Kingston  proposed  a  duty,  why  were 
the  goods  made  free? 

Mr.  Salhon. — Because  the  importers 
lobbied  so  successfully  while  the  last  Tariff 
was  under  consideration. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Did  they  lobby 
the  Minister  to  make  the  goods  free?  I 
think  that  the  honorable  member  ought  to 
stop  these  explanations,  which  are  really 
a  reflection  upon  the  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Thomas. — The  Treasurer  is  absent 
just  now.   Who  is  in  charge  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Unfortunately, 
the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  Trade  and 
Customs  Department  at  present  seems  to 
be  a  perfect  cypher  in  regard  to  the  whole 
question. 

Mr.  Thomas. — The  Postmaster-General 
seems  to  be  in  charge  just  now. 


Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  despair  of 
asking  him  for  an  explanation  about  any- 
thing. We  had  evidence  the  other  day  of 
the  stores  of  knowledge  that  are  wrapped 
up  in  his  cranium.  I  do  not  wish 
to  go  to  that  source  of  information.  It  is 
about  time  that  the  Treasurer  either  pleaded 
total  ignorance  in  regard  to  most  of  the 
matters  connected  with  the  Tariff  and  ac- 
knowledged that  he  is  prepared  to  aa»pt 
the  direction  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Melbourne  Ports,  whcMU  he  might  very 
well  attach  to  his  Department,  or  investi- 
gated matters  for  himself.  He  told  us  that 
he  knew  all  about  sheep,  having  had  to  do 
with  them  all  his  life,  and  was  therefore 
quite  aware  how  his  proposai  would  affect 
the  pastoral  industry.  If  he  considered 
that  the  local  manufacture  of  sheep  dips 
should  be  protected,  why  did  he  not  pro- 
vide for  its  protection  when  framing  the 
Tariff,  or  move  in  that  direction  when  the 
last  Tariff  was  under  consideration.  One 
begins  to  urtderstand  the  criticism  of  the 
Minister  of  Defence,  that  the  Treasurer 
seems  to  know  nothing  about  protection  ex- 
cept when  he  is  out  of  office.  Now  that 
he  is  in  office,  he  has  to  take  his  policy 
from  the  honorable  member  for  Melbourne 
Ports.  The  prc^x>sed  duty  is  outrageously 
high.  I  am  told  that  gheep  dips  are  sold 
here  at  4s.  a  gallon. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  imported  dips  cost 
5s.  and  6s.  a  gallon. 

Mt.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  .pastoral  in- 
dustry is  the  basis  of  the  prosperity  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  why  should  we  lav  it 
under  tribute,  to  pive  e'mplovment  to  per- 
sons in  making  sheep  dips.  '  We  should 
rather  take  action  in  the  direction  of  cheap- 
ening ail  the  requirements  of  the  industry. 
But  the  Minister  in  the  hands  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Afelbourne  Ports  is  like 
a  marionette  pulled  with  strings. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dallev)  [3.2o].-The  hon- 
orable member  for  Parramatta  has  found 
fault  with  the  honorable  member  for  Mel- 
bourne Ports  for  suggesting  the  imposition 
of  a  duty  on  sheep  dip.  Let  me  refresh 
the  monmy  of  the  Cranmittee  as  to  what 
occurred  when  this  item  was  under  discus- 
sion in  connexim  with  the  consideration  of 
the  old  Tariff.  The  Treasurer  was  a  Minis- 
ter in  the  Protectionist  Government  which 
introduced  that  Tariff,  the  Government 
being  supported  by  strong  protectionists 
such  as  the  then  honorable  member  for  Xew 
England,  ^fr.  Sawers,  and  the  then  honor- 
able member  for  Gwvdir.  the  late  Mr. 
Cruickshank.  But  when  the ^tem^slMen  dip 
was  under  considefiittefis! ''Rlr?^flgri?who 
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was  a  pastoralist,  strongly  supported  a 
nxHion  that  it  be  placed  on  the  free 
list,  and  that  proposition  was  also 
supported  by  Mr.  Cruickshank  and  carried. 
Apparently  the  sheep  in  the  large  pastoral 
properties  owned  by  the  honorable  member 
far  Melbourne  Ports  on  the  shores  of  Hob- 
son's  Bay  do  not  need  dipping,  and  there- 
fore he  is  ready  to  impose  a  tax  on  sheep 
dip.  The  Minister  on  the  last  occasion  had 
nothing  to  say  against  sheep  dip  being  ad- 
mitted duty  free.  He  then  knew  as  much 
about  the  "ipastoral  industry  as  he  knows 
now,  and  as  much  about  the  manufacture  of 
^eep  dip,  and  yet  he  did  not  suggest  that 
it  be  made  dutiable.  The  proposed  duty  of 
2S.  per  gallon  is  largely  duty  on  water.  As 
the  honwable  member  for  Barker  has 
pointed  out,  dismfectants  are  used  in  con- 
nexion  with  other  live  stock  besides  sheep. 
The  proposed  tax  would  be  a  very  heavy 
one  on  primary  producers,  and  therefore  I 
hope  that  it  will  not  be  agreed  to,  and  that 
sheep  dip  will  be  placed  on  the  free  list. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE  (Grampians) 
[3.25]. — The  Treasurer  should  stick  to  his 
original  proposal,  and  not  spring  an  amend- 
ment of  this  sort  on  the  Cwnmittee  at  a 
mtxnent's  notice.  The  honorable  manber 
for  Melbourne  Ports  is  always  ready  to 
build  up  city  businesses  at  the  expense  of 
country  industries.  Every  fanner  has  to 
use  disinfectants  of  one  kind  and  another 
in  connexion  with  live  stock,  and  a  medical 
man  like  the  honorable  member  iot  Laane- 
ooorie  should  be  (Xie  of  the  first  to  en- 
cxmrage  their  use,  because  the  greater  the 
precautions  against  disease,  the  greater  the 
health  of  the  community,  and  of  the  stock, 
and  the  larger  the  productioi  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Sir  John  Forsest. — Disinfectants  are 
used  in  cmnexion  with  the  cultivation  of 
plants. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE.— Yes;  they  are 
used  for  cattle,  sheep,  poultry  and  plants. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  duty  will  not  raise 
the  price. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE.— One  of  the 
witnesses  before  the  Tariff  Commission 
guaranteed  that  . if  the  duty  whidi  he  sug- 
gested were  agreed  to,  he  would  not  raise 
his  price.  But  when  he  found  that  some 
of  his  requirements  had  been  made  dutiable, 
he  paid  no  re|^rd  to  that  statement,  and 
increased  his  charges.  I  was  also  told  that 
shortly  after  the  Tariff  was  introduced,  the 
pri(%  of  a  certain  kind  of  bottle  was  to  be 
increased  by  2s.  6d.  per  gross.  Thcne  who 


are  making  sheep  dips  in  Australia  have 
been  engaged  in  the  business  long  enough 
to  be  able  to  do  without  this  protection. 
If  their  dips  are  valuable,  the  pastoral 
and  farming  cwnmunity  will  buy  them, 
because  those  engaged  in  rearing  sheep 
know  what  best  suits  their  business. 
They  would  not  use  imported  dips 
if  they  thought  Australian  dips  were 
better.  The  proposed  duty  is  equal  to  50 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  QXi  the  dieaper  un- 
ported  dips,  though  it  is  not  so  high  on 
concentrated  dips,  such  as  Cooper's,  which 
cost  los.  per  gallon.  The  proposed  duty 
will  be  a  tax  on  primary  production,  and 
against  the  interests  of  the  public  health. 
The  honorable  member  for  Laanecoorie 
ought  to  encourage  the  use  of  disinfectants. 

Mr.  Salmon. — ^Tbe  imported  dips  are 
50  per  cent,  dearer  than  the  locally-made 
dips,  although  they  are  admitted  free  of 

duty. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE.— The  pastoralists 
and  farmers  are  not  fools,  and  if  they  pay 
more  for  imported  dips,  they  do  so  because 
they  know  that  those  dips  are  better  than 
the  locally-made  dips. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Many  people  drink  im- 
ported wine  in  preference  to  Australian 
wine. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE.— That  does  not 
concern  me.  I  have  always  been  in  favour 
of  the  reduction  of  the  wine  duties,  which 
have  been  impeded  largely  for  revenue  pur- 
poses. In  my  opinion,  the  wine-making 
industry  does  not  need  protection  of  that 
kind.  I  hope  that  the  Treasurer  will  re- 
consider his  proposal. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [3.30]. — The  h(Xiorable  member  for 
Grampians  is,  perhaps,  unaware  of  the  fact 
that  the  value  of  our  imports  of  dips  and 
disinfectants  in  1 903  was  ;^29,ooo, 
whereas  those  imported  in  1906  were 
valued  at  ;^52,ooo. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — In  1906  we 
had  far  more  sheep  in  Australia. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.— The  imports  in 
1905  were  valued  at  1,000,  and  in 
'904  at  ;^4i,ooo.  There  has  been  a 
strong  expression  of  opinion  in  favour  of  a 
dutv  on  sheep  dips,  and  I  have  been  asked 
to  submit  this  proposal  to  the  Committee 
since  it  is  not  competent  for  a  private  mem- 
ber to  do  so.  It  is  a  disgrace  to  Australia 
that  even  a  gallon  of  these  dips  should  be 
imported,  and  the  big  men  who  introduce  it 
are  not  in  sympathy  with  /Australian  senti- 
ment. '  DigitizedbyvJiOOQlC 
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Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^And  vet  the  Tariff 
as  introduced  provided  that  sheep-dips 
should  be  free- 
Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes;  but  that 
was  because  of  the  recommendation  of  the 
protective  section  of  the  Tariff  Commission, 
and  because  also  sheep  dips  were  free 
under  the  old  Tariff.  It  seems  to  me  that 
a  large  number  of  people  are  anti-Austra- 
lian, and  are  prepared  to  obtain  what  they 
want  anywhere  but  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Sir  John  Fohbest. — Do  not  use  that 
sort  of  argument. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  is  also  in  it. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Why  should  the 
honorable  member  be  a  better  Australian 
than  I  am? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  think  that  I 
am 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  is  impertinent 
on  the  part  of  the  honorable  member  to  say 
so. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order.  These  in- 
terjections must  cease. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.~I  do  not  wish 
the  whole  afternoon  to  be  deroted  to  a  dis- 
cussion of  this  item.  I  felt  that  it  was  my 
duty  to  submit  the  amendment  so  that  hon- 
orable members  might  have  an  opportunity 
to  express  an  opinion  upon  the  question. 

Mr.  Glynn. — In  the  Tariff  of  1901  a 
duty  of  only  15  per  cent,  was  propcsed, 
but  the  House  decided  that  the  item 
should  be  free. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— This  is  a  mudi 
superior  House,  from  a  protectionist  stand- 
point, to  that  of  1901.  If  the  Com- 
mittee desire  a  more  moderate  ^  duty, 
let  some  honorable  member  take  action.  I 
shall  not  object.  I  merely  wish  to  have 
the  question  settled. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan)  [3.35I-— 
The  concluding  observations  of  the  Trea- 
surer must  commend  themselves  to  the 
Committee;  but  I  certainly  do  not  appre- 
ciate the  arguments  he  used  at  the  outset 
of  his  speedi.  He  is  accustomed  to  resort 
to  them  when  he  does  not  gel  his  own  way, 
and  to  insinuate  that  those  who  are  opposed 
to  him  are  antt-Australian.  By  what  pro- 
cess of  reasoning  he  arrives  tt  the  oxiclu- 
sicxi  that  he  is  a  better  Australian  than 
those  who  happen  (o  differ  with  him  on 
the  Tariff  I  do  not  know,  and  to  use 
such  an  argument  is  only  to  be  offensive. 
A.;  to  the  item  itself,  I  think  that  sheep 
dips  and  disinfectants  should  be  free. 
New  discoveries  are  constantly  being 
made,  and  there  should  be  no  ot«tacle  in 


the  way  of  the  introducticn  of  any  im- 
proved  disinfectant  or  insecticide  into 
Australia.  Our  climatic  conditions  are 
such  that  we  have  to  fight  against  pests 
of  all  kinds,  which  attack  both  live  stock 
and  plant  life,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that 
it  would  not  be  in  the  interests  of  the 
country  to  impose  a  duty  on  sheep  dips, 
insectiddes,  and  disinfectants.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Laanecoorie  has  said  that 
local  manufacturers  of  these  articles  axe 
able  to  sell  their  products  at  one-third  less 
than  the  price  charged  for  the  imported 
article.  That  being  so,  it  cannot  be 
said  that  they  need  pn^ectiwi.  The 
protectionist  section  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission recommended  that  sheep  dips 
should  be  free,  and ,  as  has  been 
pointed  out,  the  proposal  in  the  first 
Federal  Tariff  that  the  duty  should  be  15 
per  cent,  was  rejected.  I  hope  that  the 
item  will  stand  as  printed. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramttta) 
[3-39]- — I  propose  to  move — 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  insertiag 
after  the  word  "  preparations,"  paragraph  a, 
the  word  *'  free." 

If  my  amendment  be  rejected,  I  shall 
move  a  further  amendment,  providing  for 
the  reductimi  to  is.  of  the  duty  proposed 
by  the  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Salmon.— I  should  like  to  know, 
Mr.  Chairman,  whether  the  amendment  is 
in  order.  Is  it  not  substantially  the  same 
as  the  moticm  on  which  the  amoidment  has 
been  'made? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  amendment 
relates  only  to  paragraph  a.  TTie  hwior- 
able  member  intends,  I  understand,  in  the 
event  of  his  amendment  being  carried,  to 
move  the  omission  of  the  figure  "  2s."  I 
rule  that  his  amendment  of  the  amend- 
ment is  in  order. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN  (Fawkner)  [3.4O— 
I  hope  that  the  Treatuxer  wiU  not  per- 
severe with  his  proposal.  It  has  been 
suddenly  sprung  on  the  Ccunmittee,  and 
we  have  no  <^portunity  to  inquire  into  its 
probable  effect.  Sheep  wash  is  used  to  a 
large  extent  to  improve  the  quality  of  the 
wool,  and  so  to  increase  its  value.  If  the 
manufacture  of  disinfectants  in  Australia 
were  an  extensive  industry,  I  should  be  in 
favour  of  granting  a  reasonable  duty. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — I  should  be  very 
much  surprised  if  the  hoiKH^le  member 
were. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— It  suits  the  Trea- 
surer to  make  such  renuiks,  but  when  I 
am  \'oting  with  h^e<m^  xui^IiSOmg  ready 
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than  he  is  to  speak  approvingly  of  me. 
We  know  that  he  has  to  say  these  things 
to  keep  his  end  up,  and  we  do  not  blame 
him.  This  proposal  made  me  gasp  when 
I  first  beard  of  it 

Sir  WiixiAM  Lyme. — I  dare  say  it 
would.  It  would  probably  cost  the  hon- 
orable member  somrthing  toa 

Mr.  FAIRBArRN.— No;  I  do  not  have 
much  dipping  to  do.  Most  of  my  pro- 
perties are  in  Queensland,  and  the  climate 
there  assists  us  in  dealing  with  these  pests. 
I  am  speaking  now  in  the  interests  of  New 
South  Wales,  Victorian,  and  Tasmanian 
wool-growers,  who  should  receive  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  a»isideration.  The  Trea- 
surer has  suddenly  seized  on  a  suggestion 
made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Mel- 
bourne Ports,  our  Bourke-street  farmer. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  was  made  by 
about  a  dozen  honorable  members. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— We  should  be 
given  an  opportunity  to  look  carefully  into 
the  matter,  and  should  not  be  rushed  head- 
loi^  into  carrying  a  duty  which  might  do 
a  great  deal  of  harm. 

Mr.  FOSTER  (New  England)  [3.46]  — 
I  have  listened  with  interest  to  the  argu- 
ments on  this  item.  What  sbeMKwners  re- 
quire is  not  a  cheap,  but  an  effective  sheep 
dip,  one  which  will  do  the  work  required 
of  it.  Any  quantity  of  cheap  disinfectants 
might  be  poured  into  a  drain  or  sewer,  but 
if  they  were  not  effective  for  the  purpose 
of  destroying  the  bacillus  of  typhoid,  the 
spread  of  the  disease  would  not  be  checked. 
I  am  inclined  in  this  matter  to  support  the 
prc^osed  duty  in  order  to  sectu-e  the  pre- 
paration of  an  efficient  sheep  dip  in  Aus- 
tralia.  If  such  an  article  were  manufac- 
tured here,  local  competition  would 
r^ulate  the  price,  and  ix  it  were  found 
that  local  manufacturers  formed  a  trust 
or  combine  to  keep  up  prices,  I  should  be 
willing  to  have  the  Government  take  over 
the  whole  business.  It  is  most  important 
that  our  people  should  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  obtain  reliable  medicines  of 
all  kinds  and  effective  disinfectants, 
and  in  this  connexion  the  Government 
might  well  be  asked  to  interfere  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  health  of  the  people,  as  well 
as  of  the  prepress  of  our  industries. 
Mcmey  spent  upon  ineffective  disinfectants 
is  only  thrown  away.  With  a  view  to 
having  this  preparation  made  under  local 
supervision,  I  shall  support  the  proposed 
dutv.  At  the  same  time,  I  ask  the  Trea- 
surer to  give  consideration  to  the  question 
of  requiring  every  package  of  imported 


disinfectants  to  be  accompanied  by  a  cer- 
tificate as  to  the  nature  and  strength  of  the 
preparations.  It  is  quite  time  that  we 
deait  a  blow  at  the  importation  of  the 
rubbish  which  is  introduced  in  the  fonn  of 
chemical  preparatims. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [3.50].— The 
arguments  of  the  htmorable  member  for 
New  England  would  be  efficacious  if  used 
in  oppositiOTi  to  the  duty.  The  honorable 
member  is  quite  right  in  saying  that  what 
sheep-owners  require  is  not  a  cheap,  but 
an  effective  sheep  dip.  I  suppose  it  is  on 
that  account  that  imported  disinfectants 
are  able  to  find  a  sale.  We  have  been  in- 
formed that  locally  manufactured  disin- 
fectants are  sold  at  4s.  per  gallfm,  whilst 
the  imported  article  is  sold  at  from  5s. 
to  6s.  per  gallon.  This  shows  that  what 
is  wanted  is  not  increased  protection 
through  the  Tariff.  No  matter  what  may 
be  added  to  the  price  of  the  imported 
article,  those  who  prefer  it  will  continue 
to  use  it. 

Mr.  Mathews. — ^Then  we  shall  never 
sell  any  Australian  iron. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— If  the  manufacturer 
who  requires  to  use  the  best  irrai  believes 
the  imported  article  to  be  the  best,  he  will 
buy  it.  When  we  find  that  the  local  article 
is  sold  for  two-thirds  of  the  price  asked 
for  the  imported  article,  we  must  look  to 
some  means  other  than  a  protective  duty  to 
force  the  local  article  upon  the  market 
against  the  will  of  the  consumer.  I  pro- 
tested the  other  night  against  the  Trea- 
surer springing  new  items  on  the  Com- 
mittee, and  I  now  repeat  the  protest  It 
is  utterly  impossible  for  honorable  members 
to  deal  properly  with  this  question  on  the 
spur  of  the  mOTient.  The  result  <k  the 
impositi(»i  of  the  proposed  duty  will  pro- 
bably be  to  force  people  to  use  tobacco  dis- 
infectant, since  we  have  already  agreed 
that  tobacco  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
sheep  dip  is  to  be  admitted  free. 

Mr.  Carr. — We  have  agreed  to  admit 
carbolic  oil  and  palm  oil  free. 

Mr.  Salmon. — And  they,  as  well  as 
tobacco,  are  the  raw  materials  of  sheep 
dips. 

Mr.  EOWDEX.— The  discussion  on  this 
item  proves  how  necessary  it  is  that  the 
Treasurer  should  keep  the  "promise  he  made 
to  give  honorable  members  notice  of  the 
amendments  he  intended  to  propose.  I 
enter  mv  protest  against  the  line  of  argu- 
ment adopted  hy  the  ^"^^IHft^fi^t^^^"' 
that  because  we'cK^W  s^eeve^^Bve  with 
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him  and  those  behind  him  \re  have  not  the 
interest  of  the  countrj'  as  much  at  heart  as 
they  have. 

Mr.  SAMPSON  (Wimmera)  [3.55].— In 
common  with  other  honorable  manbers,  I 
think  it  is  rather  a  pity  that  this  new  item 
should  have  been  sprung  upon  the  Com- 
mittee at  the  last  mcmient,  when  honorable 
meniBers  have  no  opportunity  to  suffi- 
ciently consider  it.  When,  as  in  this  case, 
both  the  Government  and  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission propose  that  an  article  shall  be  ad- 
mitted free,  honorable  members  are  justi- 
fied in  assuming  that  the  item  will  go 
through  in  that  form,  and  are,  there- 
fore, not  likely  to  look  into  the  question. 
Cwisistently  with  my  protectitxiist  prin- 
ciples, I  always  lend  a  ready  ear  to  any  ar- 
gument in  support  of  the  establishment  and 
development  of  Australian  industries.  The 
arguments  put  forward  in  this  instance 
have  influenced  me  to  a  obtain  extent, 
iMit  not  sufficiently  to  induce  me  to 
support  the  duties  proposed  by  the 
Treasurer.  The  honoralale  gentleman  pro- 
poses a  duty  of  2s.  per  gallon,  and  of  ids. 
per  cwt.  on  powder  disinfectants.  I  think 
these  duties  should  be  reduced  by  one  half. 
I  am  sorry  that  the  item  should  have  been 
brought  forward  in  the  way  it  has  been, 
and.  while  I  am  prepared  to  support  a  rea- 
sonable duty  of,  say,  i&  per  gallon,  I  am 
opposed  to  the  present  proposal  of  the 
Minister. 

Mr.  ARCHER  (Capricomia)  [3.58].— 
The  arguments  used  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  New  England  are  futile.  I  can 
see  no  justification  whatever  for  the  im- 
position of  a  duty  upon  a  sheep  dip  mix- 
ture or  any  other  form  of  disinfectant.  It 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  interests 
of  the  country  are  bound  up  with  the  in- 
terests of  the  stock  industry.  Honorable 
members  must  be  aware  that  all  sorts  of 
pests  are  constantly  threatening  those  en- 
gaged in  that  industry.  It  is  not  so  loig 
ago  since  we  had  to  face  the  tick  pest,  and 
had  to  discover  a  dip  to  deal  with  it  efifcc- 
tivelv. 

Mr.  Salmon. — And  we  did  not  have  to 
import  it  either. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— I  am  glad  that  we  did 
not  have  to  import  it  while  the  present 
Government  were  in  power,  because  it  is 
very  likelv  that  we  should  have  had  to  pav 
a  duty  of  5s.  per  gallon  on  it.  We  have 
here  a  sweeping  provision  to  impose  a  heaw 
tax  on  dip  mixtures  which  might  be 
patented  elsewhere,  but  which  the  owners 
of  stock  might  be  obliged  to  get.     It  is 


difficult  to  discover  the  most  effective  mix- 
ture for  certain  purposes,  and  it  took  some 
years  of  experimental  work  to  discover  an 
effective  dip  for  the  tick  pest.  The  Go- 
vernment propose  an  absolutely  prohibitive 
tax,  and  even  the  duty  of  is',  per  gallon 
suggested  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Wimmera  would  be  much  too  high.  It 
would  mean  a  duty  of  53.  on  a  5-gallon 
drum  of  what  might  be  a  patent  mix- 
ture. Many  honorable  members  in  this 
House  have  a  knowledge  of  the  rear- 
ing of  stock,  and  they  know  what  the 
effect  of  such  a  duty  is  likely  to 
be.  The  big  squatters  are  not  Ae  per- 
sons who  will  have  to  suffer.  They  would 
probably  be  in  a  position  to  afford  to 
pay  something  extra  for  an  effective 
dip,  but  it  is  the  people  who  are  en- 
gaged in  dairying  and  small  sheep  farmers 
whom  the  Treasurer  is  proposing  to  tax. 
There  seems  to  be  an  idea  that  the  onlv 
people  concerned  in  stock-raising  in  this 
country  are  wealthy  squatters.  The  day 
when  that  was  so  has  long  gcme  by.  Those 
who  will  feel  this  tax  are  the  small  farmers 
and  dairymen. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [4.1].— I 
am  astonished  at  the  Treasurer's,  action  in 
proposing  a  duty  on  this  item.  It  amounts 
on  some  phenyle  preparations  to  a  dutv  of 
over  50  per  cent.,  as  the  invoice  price  in 
some  cases  is  3s.  6d.  a  galloa  Phenyle 
preparations  are  used  not  only  for  keeping 
stock  clean  and  healthy,  but  also  largely 
for  sanitary  purposes  around  dwellings. 
The  duty  on  liquid  disinfectants  would  ex- 
clude such  preparations  as  Calvert's  car- 
bolic acid,  of  which  large  quantities  are 
used  for  disinfecting  drains. 

Mr.  Salmon. — It  is  far  too  expensii-e 
for  mudi  of  it  to  be  used  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  WILSON.— It  is  used  largely  both 
in  the  powder  and  liquid  forms.  In  some 
places  it  is  not  used  to  the  extent  that  it 
might  be — in  this  building,  for  instance. 
The  proposal  to  put  a  duty  on  liquid  sheep 
washes  raises  the  question  of  the  great 
necessity  throughout  Australia  for  the 
proper  dipping  of  sheep,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve our  principal  industry.  These  patent 
sheep  washes,  both  liquid  and  powder,  are 
used  more  by  the  smaller  farmer  than  bv 
any  one  else,  because  it  is  usual  for  the 
bi^  stations  to  prepare  their  own  sheep 
dips,  using  arsenic,  soft  soap  and  sulphur. 
The  small  farmer  uses  these  patent  pre- 
paraticms  in  a  handy  form. 

Mr.  Page.— What  does  th^Cm&able 
member  call  a  small  farmer  ?  ^ 
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Mr.  WILSON. — A  man  who  runs  any- 
thing less  than  5,000  sheep. 

Mr.  Page. — Is  the  honorable  member 
pleading  for  the  poor  farmer  with  5,000 
sheep?  I  wish  all  our  fanners  had  5,000 
sheep  each. 

Mr.  WILSON. — I  am  pleading  simply 
for  common  sense  in  the  treatment  of  this 
item.  The  man  who  has  less  than  1,000 
sheep  uses  these  patent  preparations. 

Mr.  Salmon. — He  generally  dips  them 
at  the  nearest  squatter  s  place. 

Mr.  WILSON. — The  honorable  member 
is  wrong.  I  have  seen  them  in  my  dis- 
trict with  their  small  dips,  lifting  the  sheep 
in  and  out  one  at  a  time.  So  important 
is  this  process  to  the  whole  industry,  that 
they  will  go  to  all  that  trouble.  If  we 
impose  this  duty  Australia  will  be  in  the 
unique  positi<m  of  being  the  only  country 
in  the  world  that  taxes  preparations  of 
this  kind.  Russia,  me  of  the  most  con- 
servative countries  admits  dips  like 
Cooper's  free,  because  it  is  for  the 
national  good.  They  are  admitted  free 
in  the  Argentine.  America,  which  is  often 
held  up  as  one  of  the  most  protected  coun- 
tries in  the  world,  admits  Cooper's  sheep 
dip  free.  If  the  Treasurer  had  given  the 
people  of  Australia  time  to  consider  this 
matt^*,  he  would  have  been  as  eager  to  take 
the  duty  off  as  he  was  to  take  it  off  wire- 
netting. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — did  not  take  the 
duty  off  wire-netting. 

Mr.  WILSON.— The  honorable  member 
voted  for  duties  of  15  and  10  per  cent. 
I  runember  voting  with  him. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Tell  the  whole 
story,  and  do  not  manipulate  what  hap- 
pened. 

Mr.  WILSON. — This  question  is  similar 
to  that  of  wire-netting — it  is  a  case  of 
Ineping  out  pests.  The  Treasurer,  who  is 
an  able  represmtative  of  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  important  rural  constituencies, 
now  actually  proposes  a  duty  on  something 
which  is  used  to  the  advantage  of  ev^  man 
who  earns  his  living  cm  the  land.  Phenyles 
are  used  as  a  wash  for  poultry,  sheep, 
horses  and  dogs,  and  also  as  household 
disinfectants. 

Mr.  Mathews. — We  will  climb  down  by 
a  half  if  the  honorable  memb^  will  sit 
down. 

Mr.  WILSON.— Then  presumably  the 
dutv  of  2s.  per  gallcm  was  only  proposed 
for  amusement.  The  honorable  member 
for  Melbourne  Forts  says  "We  will  climb 
down."    How  many  new  honorary  Minis- 


ters have  recent  1  y  been  added  to  the 
Cabinet?  Other  important  articles  in- 
cluded in  the  Treasurer's  proposal  are  in- 
sectiddes  and  sheep  branding  preparations. 
We  have  already  dealt  with  some  forms  of 
sheep  branding  preparations  under  other 
items.  A  duty  of  2s.  per  gallon  on  these 
patent  preparations  amounts  to  over  20  per 
cent.  At  the  same  time,  they  are  made 
from  secret  formulGe,  and  therefcre  cannot 
be  made  or  sold  here.  We  could  not  pos- 
sibly manufacture  Cooper's  dip  and  sell 
it  as  such,  or  make  the  same  article  and  sell 
it  under  another  name.  All  sheep  dtps 
are  not  alike,  but  Cooper's  dip  is  unique. 
Its  use  has  considerably  increased  the  value 
of  our  great  national  asset.  The  local 
preparations  can  be  bought  for  one-third 
less  than  can  the  imported.  Surely,  then, 
there  is  no  necessity  for  a  duty.  I  suggest 
that  these  articles  should  be  allowed  to 
come  in  free  as  before.  I  hope  honorable 
members  realize  that  if  we  impose  this  duty 
we  shall  be  going  far  beycmd  what  has  been 
done  in  either  Russia  or  America. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [4.15].— 
Springing  a  proposal  of  this  kind  on  the 
Committee  without  notice  is  not  calculated 
to  assist  our  deliberations  and,  further,  I 
see  no  justification  for  imposing  the  dutv 
proposed  by  the  Treasurer.  The  argu- 
ments this  afternoon  show  that  if  there  are 
any  articles  in  the  Tariff  that  should  be 
made  free  they  are  the  articles  now  under 
discussion.  When  we  consider  the  value  of 
some  of  these  disinfectants  to  the  com- 
munity, it  is  bordering  on  a  criminal  act  to 
impose  a  duty  amounting  to  50  per  cent, 
or  over.  The  result  of  making  a  proposal 
of  this  kind  without  notice  is  that  several 
hours  have  been  occupied  in  its  discussion. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  (Barker)  [4.19]. 
—At  an  earlier  stage  of  the  debate.  I  said 
that  the  Treasurer  kne^v  as  much  about 
stock  as  any  man  in  Australia.  At  that 
time,  however,  I  thought  it  was  the  hon- 
orable gentleman's  intention  to  make  this 
article  free,  but  shortly  afterwards  I  dis- 
covered that  he  proposed  to  impose  a  duty  ; 
and  that,  of  course,  very  much  altered  my 
opinion  of  him.  I  may  inform  the  Com- 
mittee that  in  South  Africa  all  such  requi- 
sites are  carried  free  over  the  Government 
railways;  and  I  think  that  example  might 
be  very  well  followed  here,  instead  of 
increasing  the  cost  by  imposing  a  duty. 
Some  years  ago  I  was  induced  to  try  one 
of  the  new  dips,  but  three  months  after- 
wards I  found  the  shee^~&5.ihpi^  thev 
had  never  been  ti^S^a^  S^VSS^had  to 
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go  back  to  the  well-tried  article.  If  sheep 
are  not  thoroughly  dipped  the  wool  will 
be  reduced  to  nearly  half  its  value;  and 
that,  of  course,  is  a  very  serious  matter. 
I  hope  the  Committee  will  not  vote  the  iho- 
posed  duty. 

.Mr.  CARR  (Macquarie)  [4.20].— I  can- 
not let  some  of  the  arguments  on  the  other 
side  go  unchallenged.  From  one  section  of 
the  O[)position  we  liear  that  no  duty  should 
be  placed  on  these  commodities  because 
they  cannot  be  made  here — that  there  is 
a  special  virtue  in  particular  brands. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Who  said  that? 

Mr.  CARR. — The  honorable  member  for 
Capricornia.  Then  we  have  it  from  the 
honorable  member  for  Corangamite  that 
squatters  make  their  own  dip;  and,  as  that 
is  a  fact,  it  shows  that  there  is  no  virtue 
in  shei*p  dip  which  canned  be  attained  in 
Australia.  We  have  been  further  told  that 
the  locallv-made  article  is  not  equivalent 
to  the  imix>rted  article;  but  I  have  before 
nu'  the  formula  of  botli  Qulbell's  and  Bur- 
nei's  sheep  dip.  In  the  imported  article, 
the  tar  oil  is  only  30  per  cent.,  as  against 
33  per  cent,  in  the  locally-made  article; 
carbolic  acid  is  15  per  cent.,  as  against  18 
per  cent. ;  soda  is  7  per  cent.,  as  against 
8  pL-r  cent. ;  water  is  32  per  cent.,  as 
against  23  per  cent.;  and  resin  is  16  per 
cent.,  as  against  18  per  cent,  respectively. 
In  every  case  but  water  the  percentage  is 
higher ;  and  the  local  dip  has  been  tested 
and  found  to  be  not  so  strcmg  as  to  be  in- 
jurious. The  wider  sale  of  the  imported 
sheep  dip  is  due,  not  to  superior  quality, 
but  to  more  judidous  advertising,  by  which 
])eople  are  easily  influenced. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [4-21]-— I  sug- 
gest to  the  Treasurer  that  he  should  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  this  item  until 
we  have  heard  his  understudy,  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Batman,  express  an 
opinion.  We  have  not  yet  heard  that  hon- 
orable member  on  this  particular  item ; 
iuid  as  the  hmiorable  member  for  Yarra 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Melbourne 
Ports  say  that  sheep  dip  can  be  made  in 
Victoria-^ — 

ftfr.  Mathews. — And  the  honorable 
member  says  that  it  cannot. 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  do  not  say  anything  of 
the  sort — the  honorable  member  ought  not 
to  put  words  into  my  mouth.  Anything 
that  promotes  the  brilliancy  of  wool  ought 
to  receive  earnest  attention  frcmi  this 
Committee,  seeing  that  the  wool  indus- 
try is  the  backbone  of  the  Common- 
wealth.   But  ioc  the  wool  industry,  I  do 


not  know  what  the  people  of  the  cities 
would  do  for  a  living.  Thank  good- 
ness, in  Western  Queensland  the  sheep 
are  free  from  diseases  which  prevail  ^se- 
where,  and  sheep  wash  has  not  been  re- 
garded as  necessary.  But  I  am  told  that, 
in  order  to  promote  brilliancy  in  the  wool, 
it  is  intended  to  resort  to  dipping.  This 
fact  ought  to  be  taken  into  constderati<Mi, 
and  attention  paid  to  this  primary  industry, 
as  well  as  to  the  manufacturing  industries 
in  the  cities. 

Mr.  Carb. — If  the  amendment  before 
the  Chair  be  defeated,  I  intend  to  move 
that  the  duty  be  is. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parrammtta) 
[4.23]. — [  ha^-e  already  notified  mv  inten- 
tion to  move  an  amendment.    I  move — 

Th;it  the  ameodment  be  amended  bv  iDsertiiig 
after  the  word  "  preparations,"  paragraph  A, 
the  word  "  free." 

Question  put.    The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes     ...  ...  ...  36 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  27 


Majority 

Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Bowdeo,  E.  K. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Cook,  Joseph 
Kdwards,  K. 
F.iirbairn,  G. 
Fisher,  A. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fowler,  J.  M, 
Frazcr,  C.  K 
Fuller,  O.  W. 
Fvsh,  Sir  Philip 
t;rynn,  P.  McM. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Hut:hes,  W.  M. 
Irvine,  Hans 
LirinfTston,  J. 

Bamford,  F.  W. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Cattf,  J.  H. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Fwing,  T.  T. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  I,.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
]-ync.  Sir  William 
Moloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 


Ayes. 


Kelly,  W.  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Brown,  Tilley 
Reid.  G.  H. 


Mahoa,  H. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Page,  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynlon,  A. 
Sampson,  S. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugtld 
Webster,  W. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

Tellers: 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Liddrll,  F. 

Noes. 

Manger,  S. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
O'Malley.  Kiuk 
Quick,  Sir,  Joho 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Wise.  G.  H. 
Wynne.  A. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Hutchison,  J. 

Paiks. 

Kini>stoR,  C.  C. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
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Questicm  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Amendment  of  the  amendment  agreed  to. 
Amendment,  as  amended,  n^atived. 
Item  agreed  to. 

Item  284.    Fly-papers,  chemical  and  sticky, 
ad  val.,  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  (Barker)  [432]  — 
I  think  that  these  fly-papers  should  t>e  ad- 
mitted free.  In  Australia  the  fly  pest  is 
rapidly  becoming  a  very  dangerous  one, 
and  we  shall  have  to  find  some  means  of 
combating  it.  The  use  of  fly-papers  is  one 
method  by  which  we  can  deal  with  the 
small  flies  in  houses.  Therefore^  I 
move — 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  5th  De- 
cember, 1907,  fiee*"  be  added. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parraraatta) 
[4-33]- — i  should  like  to  know  whether  the 
Treasurer  intends  to  accept  the  amend- 
ment? Aftep  the  Committee  have  decided 
that  sheep-washes  shall  be  admitted  free, 
surely  he  cannot  persist  in  making  fly- 
papers dutiable  at  15  per  cent. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  285.  Thio  sulphates  (Hydrosulphites), 
and  Hydrosulphites  containing  zinc  sulphite  and 
fcrmaldebyde,  free. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  I-yne) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  words  "hydrosulphites"  be  left  out, 
with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words 
"  hyposulphites." 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  286  (Chemical  compounds  and 
simple  drugs)  agreed  to. 

Item  287.  Bactcriolopical  products  and  serum, 
as  prescribed  bv  departbientai  by-laws,  free. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare) 
[4.40]. — I  should  like  to  know  whether  this 
item  will  cover  the  microbe  proposed  to  be 
introduced  by  Dr.  Danysz,  and  whether 
the  imports  under  this  heading  last  year, 
which  were  valued  at  j£$,26&,  were  con- 
fined to  that  and  other  similar  cultures? 

Item  agreed  to. 

Item  288  (Carbonate  and  bi-carbonate  of 
soda)  agreed  ta 

Item  389.  Tartaric  acid,  cream  of  tartar,  and 
citric  acid,  ad  vai.  (General  Tariff),  s  PW  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  free. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  words  "  S  per  cent.,"  the  words 
"  and  00  and  after  $th  December,  1907  {General 
Tariff),  free,"  be  inserted. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Item  390  (Essential  oilSj  non-spirituous) 
agreed  ta 


Item  2QI.  Medicines — 

(a)  Pharmaceutical  Preparations  :  Patent  and 
Proprietary  Medicines  and  other  Me- 
dicinal Preparations  and  Compounds 
(not  chemical.) ;  Medicinal  Extracts ; 
Essences ;  Juices ;  Infusions ;  Solu> 
tions ;  Emulsions ;  Confections ;  and 
Syrups;  Pills:  Pilules;  Tabloids;  So- 
loids ;  Ovoids ;  TableU ;  CapsiUes ; 
Troches;  Cachets;  Suppositories;  Pes- 
saries n.e.i. ;  Plasters ;  Poultices ; 
Salves ;  Ceratu ;  Ointments ;  Lini- 
ments ;  Lotions ;  Pastes  and  the  like ; 
Medicinal  Waters  and  Oils  n.e.i. ;  and 
Medicines  for  Animals,  ad  val.,  15  per 
cent. 

(B)  Spirituous,  ad  val.,  15  per  cent. 

(Or  according  to  the  rales  provided  in  Division 
I.  whichever  rate  returns  the  higher  duty.) 

Amendments  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  word  "  Preparations,"  line  4, 
paragraph  (a),  a  semi-colon  be  inserted ;  that 
the  word  "  and "  immediately  following  be  left 
out,  with  a  view  to  insert  m  lieu  thereof  the 
word  "  medicinal,"  and  that  the  word  "  Troches,'* 
line  to,  be  left  out. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [4.43I— I 
think  that  plasters  should  be  ptaoed  upon 
the  free  list.  Of  course  we  all  know  that 
there  are  varices  of  plasters.  I  bold  in 
my  hand  a  boc^,  a  copy  of  which  has  been 
forwarded  to  every  honorable  member.  It 
shows  how  important  the  matter  must  be 
if  the  agents  of  Messrs.  Johnston  and 
Johnston,  manufacturing  chemists,  will 
incut  that  expense. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne, — I  will  agree  to  the 
omission  of  the  word. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— I  move- 
That  the  word  "  Plasters"  be  left  out. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— I  want  to  mo\-e  that 
plasters  be  made  free. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — So  thev  will  be. 

Mr.  ' Joseph  Cook. — Under  what  item 
will  plasters  fall  now  that  they  have  been 
removed  from  this  item? 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— I  want  to  have  no 
dubiety  about  this  matter. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— I  will  see  that  the 
article  is  made  free. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— Since  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  given  me  that  binding 
promise  I  am  satisfied. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

poses,  per  lb.,  30s. 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [4.47]. — I  desire  this  item  to  be  so 
amended  as  to  read — 

Opium,  for  medicinal  purposes  only,  under 
departmental  by-laws,  per  lb.,  30s. 

On  the  next  itan,  I  shall  move  a  conse- 
quential amendment.  I  move- 
That  the  words  "  use  .is  medicine  onlv  and  not 
capable  of  being  used  for  smoking  purposes"  be 
left  out,  with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 
words,  "  medicinal  purposes  onlj,  under  depart- 
mental by-laws." 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare)  [4.48]. 
— I  desire  to  know  whether  the  Treasurer 
has  proposed  this  lUteraticxi  with  a  view 
to  meeting  certain  representations  whidi 
have  been  made  to  hmi  by  the  Friendly 
Societies'  Medical  Institutes  and  Dis- 
pensaries' Association  of  New  South 
Wales? 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  propose  to  ask 
the  Committee  to  so  alter  the  next  item  as 
to  make  it  read- 
Opium,  contained  in  any  medicinal  prepara- 
tion when  such  preparation  would  not  be  liable 
to  duty  under  another  heading  at  a  higher  rate 
per  lb.,  30S. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— That  does 
not  touch  the  ptHnt  which  has  been  raised 
by  the  association  I  mentioned.  On  the 
2ist  August  last,  its  secretary  forwarded 
to  me  the  following  resolution  concerning 
the  supply  of  opium — 

That  this  meeting  of  accredited  representatives 
of  35,000  members  of  Friendly  Societies,  repre- 
senting 100,000  souls  in  Sydney,  Paddington, 
Redfem,  Balmain,  Newtown,  ParraniRtta,  Mar> 
nckville.  North  Sydney,  Leichhardt,  and  Peter- 
sham,  whilst  congratulating  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment in  its  attempt  to  control  the  importation 
and  sale  of  pernicious  drugs,  &c.,  desires  to 
enter  its  emphatic  protest  against  the  Customs 
authorities'  regulation  restricting  the  supply  of 
opium  for  medicinal  purposes,  wtien  prescribed 
by  legally-qualified  medical  practitioners,  as  in 
its  various  forms  the  drug  is  frequently  adminis- 
tered both  internally  and  externally  in  reliev- 
iat;  the  intense  sufferugs  of  the  membership. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — The  regulation  has  been 
altered  to  meet  that,  I  think. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  wish  to 
ascertain  whether  the  position  has  been 
met? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — There  is  no  doubt 
about  it.  The  alteration  was  for  that  pur- 
pose to  a  verv  large  extent. 

Nfr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— The  honor- 
able gentl«nan  is  referring  to  his  amend- 
ment? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Yes. 
Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Do  I  under- 
tand  that  the  honorable  gentleman  is  de- 


sirous of  meeting  the  representations  of 
this  association  both  by  legislaticm  pro- 
IJOsed  and  by  regulation? 

Sir  William  Lvne. — The  proposal  I  am 
making  will  have  that  effect. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[4.50]. — X  desire  to  ilaise  an  additional 
point.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  has  been 
altered,  but  at  one  time  there  was  a  re- 
gulation which  allowed  only  a  limited 
quantity  of  opium  to  be  sold  to  any 
chemist,  and  all  the  chemists  of  the  coun- 
try were  put  on  the  same  footing;  they 
must  all  purchase  the  same  quantny. 

Mr.  Salmon. — That  would  be  an  inter- 
ference with  State  rights.  The  Common- 
wealth could  not  possibly  do  that. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  told  that, 
nevertheless,  it  is  a  fact. 

Mr.  Salmon.— What  control  have  we 
over  the  chonists? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— My  own  chemist 
informed  me  that  in  a  fortnig^rt  he  used 
as  much  opiimi  for  horses  and  stock  alone 
as  the  Department  allowed  him  for  the 
year. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Does  the  honorable  mon- 
ber  say  that  the  Department  of  Trade  and 
Customs  control  the  amount  of  opium  which 
is  to  be  disponed  by  any  chemist? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  assure  the 
honorable  member  that  it  was  done,  and  I 
believe  is  still  done. 

Mr.  Salmon. — I  accept  the  honorable 
member's  assurance,  and  will  assist  him 
to  remedy  the  matter. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  wish  to  know 
whether  the  regulafion  has  been  altered  in 
any  way? 

Mr.  Maloney. — Does  the  honorable 
member's  chemist  use  opium  only  for  a  fort- 
night in  the  year? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— He  is  stuck  up 
when  he  has  used  his  supply.  He  cannot 
get  any  more  in  the  year. 

Mr.  Maloney.— I  have  been  buying 
opium  in  fair  quantities,  and  I  have  not 
been  stopped. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— My  chemist  told 
me  that  sometimcR  a  farrier,  who  is  mak- 
ing a  tour  of  the  district,  will  come  along 
and  get  aknost  as  much  at  one  time  as  he 
is  allowed  to  get  for  the  whole  year. 

Mr.  Maloney.— That  may  be  the  case 
m  New  South  Wales,  but  it  is  not  so  in 
Victoria. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Httte-+Trea- 
surer)  [4-53]— I  will  read  ^SmfeiWe 
members  the  notice  which  has  been  sent  out 
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by  the  Assistant  Cwnptroller-General  to  the 
inspectors.    It  reads  as  follows : — 

Inform  all  Qoits  re  opium  supplied  by  phar- 
macists, no  restriction  is  imposed  on  the  supoly 
of  the  dnie  for  legitimate  uses,  but  regular 
inspection  of  importers'  books  must  be  rontinuedj 
and  explanation  asked  of  any  large  increase  in 
the  quantity  issued  to  retailers. 

That  is  the  instrucHoa  which  is  now  being 
acted  up(Hi. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  satisfactory, 
I  think, 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [4.54].— I 
am  \ery  sorry  that  I  did  not  hear  the  Min- 
ister's explanation,  as  I  was  making  an  in- 
quiry of  the  Comptroiler-Genetal  regard- 
ing "the  statranent  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta.  I  understood  the  latter 
to  say  that  he  had  beoi  assured  by  a 
chemist  that  the  Cumnoaweaith  Govern- 
ment had  passed  a  regulatim  whadi  re- 
stricted the  quantity  of  opium  to  be  sold 
by  any  chemist  in  a  particular  time.  1 
have  been  assured  by  the  Comptroller- 
General  that  it  has  not  been  dcme.  I  ques- 
tion the  validity  of  such  a  reguIati<Hi. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — I  have  letters  to  show 
that  it  has  been  done. 

Mr.  SALMON. — It  is  a  question  of 
the  importation  of  ofnum. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — It  is  a  question  about  the 
sale  of  c^um,  in  wder  to  restrict  its  use 
by  Chinese. 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  Department  has 
the  power  to  restrict  the  importation  of 
n[»um.  but  no  power  to  restrict  the  sale  of 
it.  That  is  a  matto*  which  rests  with  thp 
States. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  (Cook)  [4.55]. 
■ — The  point  which  the  Friendly  Societies' 
Medical  Institutes  and  Dispensaries  of 
New  South  Wales  desire  to  be  dealt  with 
has  not  vet  been  touched.  Paraeraph  4 
of  the  departmental  regulations  referring 
to  opium  reads  as  follows:— 

Before  granting  any  licence  to  import  opium, 
the  collector  must  be  satisfied  by  statutory  de- 
claration that  the  applicant  for  such  licence  is  a 
legally-qualified  medical  practitioner  or  a  per- 
son lawifully  carrying  on  business  as  a  whole- 
sale or  manufacturin?  chemist  or  druggist  or 
pharmaceutical  chemist. 

Friendly  Societies'  Medical  Institutes  and 
Dispensaries  do  not  come  under  that  defini- 
tion, and  consequently  they  are  prohibited 
fiom  importing  opium.  What  thev  desire 
is  stated  in  a  letter  covering  the  resolution 
which  was  read  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Calare.   The  letter  reads  as  follows — 

In  accordance  with  a  resolution  passed  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Executive  of  the  above  Associa- 
tion, held  last  night,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  sub- 


mit the  following  copy  of  two  resolutions,  and 
to  respectfully  ask  if  vou  will  kindly  use  your 
best  endeavours  to  secure  the  exemption  of  our 
institutions  from  the  regulation  regarding  the 
st^iply  of  opium  for  medicinal  purposes,  and  to 
strenuously  oppose  the  imposition  of  the  in- 
creased duties  on  drugs,  medicinal  preparations 
and  medicine  bottles  when  the  new  Tariff  pro- 
posals are  submitted  to  the  House. 

The  association  I  mentioned  point  out  that 
their  medical  institutes  and  dispensaries, 
simply  because  they  are  not  carrying  on  the 
business  of  an  ordinar)'  chemist,  are  pro- 
hibited by  the  regulation  from  importing 
opium,  and  they  desire  that  they  also  may 
be  granted  a  lioenoe  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — Does  not  the  regulation 
refer  to  wholesale  chonists? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— It  refers  to  whole- 
sale or  manufacturing  chemists. 

Mr.  Salmon. — It  refers  to  a  wholesale 
or  manufacturing  chemist  or  druggist  or 
pharmaceutical  diemist. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS. — At  any  rate,  under 
the  regulation  Friendly  Societies'  Medical 
Institutes  or  Dispensaries,  although  con- 
dut^ed  by  duly  qualified  chemists,  are  not 
allowed  to  import  opium  for  medidnal 
purposes. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Thev  should  be  allowed. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Certainly.  I  ask 
the  Treasurer  if  he  will  see  that  the  re- 
lation is  so  altered  as  to  extend  to  medical 
institutes  and  dispensaries  which  are  cwi- 
ducted  by  duly  qualified  chemists  the  same 
privilege  which  is  now  enjoyed  by  other 
chemists.  I  do  not  think  he  can  fairly 
object  to  the  request.  In  Sydney  and 
suburbs  alone  the  regulatioi  affects  2$»oqo 
poor  persons  c(»inected  with  friendly 
societies. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — ^The  honorable 
member  means  that  that  should  be  provided 
for  bv  departmental  regulation? 

Mr!  J.  H.  CATTS.— Yes;  I  wish 
to  ask  the  Treasurer  to  introduce  a  depart- 
mental by-law  so  as  not  to  exclude  the 
chemists  in  the  Friendly  Societies'  Insti- 
tutes from  being  able  to  import  opium  in  the 
same  manner  as  chemists  carrying  on  busi- 
ness outside. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.1]. — My  only  reasmi  for  hesita- 
tion about  this  matter  was  that  I  felt  that 
the  opium  traffic  ought  to  be  restricted  to 
the  fullest  extent.  When  the  matter  was 
before  me  as  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms I  was  very  particular  in  endeavouring 
to  restrict  the  traffic  in  every  way.  I  hold 
ta  the  terms  of  the  proclamation  that  I 
issued  at  that  time.    If  what  iS  asked  for 
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can  be  done  without  running  any  risk  of 
opening  the  door  to  the  increased  consump- 
tion of  opium  for  other  than  medicinal 
purposes,  I  will  advise  that  it  shall  be 
dvne.  That  is  all  that  I  can  say.  I 
hesitate  to  do  anything  suddenly  which  may 
open  the  door  wider,  because  opium  smok- 
ing is  undoubtedly  an  awful  curse,  and  I 
have  always  done  my  best  to  stop  it. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [5.2].— The 
position  in  regard  to  Friendly  Societies'  In- 
stitutes has  hardly  been  properly  stated  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Cook.  The  De- 
partment of  Trade  and  Customs  made  cer- 
tain regulations  as  to  the  importation  of 
opium.  They  considered  that  in  order  to 
carrv  out  their  regulaticMis  effectively  they 
ought  to  be  able  to  trace  the  opium  to  the 
place  where  it  was  consumed.  They  en- 
deavour to  do  that  in  every  case. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Quite  right,  too. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— I  do  not  say  whether 
ii  was  right  or  wrong,  but  it  did  not  work 
well.  Where  the  Customs  found  that  a 
certain  amount  of  opium,  which  they  con- 
sidered excessive,  was  going  in  a  cratain 
direction — say  to  a  country  chemist — they 
tlrew  the  attention  of  the  wholesale  che- 
mists to  the  fact  and  said,  "  If  this  goes 
on  we  will  not  allow  vou  to  import."  The 
Department  put  the  screw  on  the  wholesale 
men,  who  in  turn  put  the  screw  on  the  re- 
tailers. The  effect  was  that  they  appor- 
tioned out  what  they  thought  was  a  fair 
consumption,  prescribing  how  much  Tohn 
Blown,  a  country  chemist,  or  John  Robin- 
son, a  town  chenust,  ou£^t  to  sell  in  a  cer- 
tain time.  In  other  words,  they  endea- 
voured to  determine  what  was  a  legitimate 
medicinal  use  of  opium  in  any  particular 
place.  Now,  the  dispensary  in  Parra- 
matta  serves  a  very  large  district,  and  the 
restriction  imposed  bv  the  Department  of 
Trade  and  Customs,  or  by  the  wholesale 
importers  under  pressure  from  the  Depart- 
ment, had  -this  effect.  The  afUowance 
made  to  the  Parramatta  Dispensary  was  so 
small  that  in  about  a  fortnight  thev  had 
used  in  doctors'  prescriptions  the  amount 
of  opium  they  were  allowed  to  use  for  a 
whole  quarter. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber know  what  quantity  they  were  allowed  ? 

Mr.  BOWDEX.— They  were  allowed  a 
certain  amount  for  a  quarter,  which  they 
used  in  about  a  fortnight.  The  conse- 
quence was  that  the  dispensary  could  not 
properly  dispense  the  doctors'  prescrip- 
tions.    I  drew  the  attention  of  the  Minis- 


ter to  this  matter  about  six  mcxiths  ago, 
and  he  directed  that  the  regulations  should 
be  altered  so  as  to  allow  greater  latitude 
and  -to  insure  that  the  legitimate  use  of 
opium  would  not  be  hampered.  I  believe  that 
something  has  been  6one  in  that  direction. 
I  inquired  the  crther  day  of  Mr.  Button, 
the  secretary  of  the  dispensary,  and  he  told 
me  that  they  were  now  allowed  the  opium 
they  wanted.  I  presume,  thwefore,  that 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Custans  has  al- 
tered the  regulation.  I  am  as  keen  as  the 
Treasurer,  or  any  one  else  can  be,  to  stop 
the  use  of  opium  absolutely  for  anv  but 
medicinal  purposes.  But  it  is  such  an 
alleviative  of  pain  that  the  legitimate  use 
of  it  should  not  be  hampered  in  any  way 
when  prescribed  by  doctors. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [5.9].—!  think 
that  the  Treasurer  is  perfectly  right  in 
safeguarding,  so  far  as  he  can,  against 
the  illegitimate  use  of  opium.  I  also  re- 
cognise that  no  arbitrary  regulation  can  be 
framed  to  fit  all  cases  of  chemists  selling 
opium?  What  I  think  should  be  done  is, 
to  allow  a  certain  amount  of  discretion  to 
the  responsible  officers  of  the  Department 
to  deal  with  cases  on  thdr  merits.  For 
instance,  where  it  is  known  that  there  is 
a  large  Chinese  settlement,  or  that  there  is 
an  unusually  large  amount  of  c^ium  gcnn^ 
into  a  certain  district,  there  would  be  a 
legitimate  case  for  interference  if  there  was 
reason  to  lielieve  that  the  limits  of  ordi- 
nary medicinal  uses  w«e  being  exceeded. 
But.  in  addition  to  the  demands  of  dis- 
pensaries and  friendly  societies  and  insti- 
tutes, I  point  out  that  abnormallv  large 
quantities  of  opium  are  used  by  chemists 
who  happen  to  have  large  veterinary  cus- 
tomers. I  happen  to  have  one  in  my  own 
electorate  who  is  in  that  position,  and  who 
uses  as  much  opiimi  in  a  week  as  a  chemist 
in  another  part  of  the  countrv  would  use 
in  a  year. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Provision  has  al- 
ready been  made  to  meet  cases  like  that. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  Minister  is  quite 
right  in  making  regulations  to  meet  such 
cases,  and  each  case  should  be  investigated 
on  its  merits.  So  long  as  proper  safe- 
guards are  taken,  I  have  no  particular  ob- 
jection to  offer  to  what  is  proposed,  though 
I  think  that  the  duty  on  opium  for  medi- 
cinal purposes  is  too  high. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [5.11].—!  do 
not  think  that  the  remarks  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Laanecoorie  should  be  al- 
lowed to  pass  without  conunent.  Let  me 
quote  from  inf onfiatioi^  bf &f«Q€^  me 
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sc»ne  time  ago  in  omnexion  with  the  sale 
of  oirium  by  chemists — 

The  AclinR  Collector  of  Customs  of  New 
South  Wales  has  issued  the  followioK  memoran- 
dum to  the  liccDbcd  imt»orter»  of  opium  : — "In 
future,  any  licensed  importer  of  opium  or  ex- 
tract of  opium  shall  be  held  responsible  for  the 
supply  of  any  retnil  iiharmacist  of  any  of  the 
<lru;is  mentioned  in  excess  of  the  following  auap- 
tiues  per  aonum  : — tlum  opium,  4  01  s.  ;  solid 
evtract  of  opium,  3  ozs- j  liquid  extract  of 
opium,  5  ozs. ;  tincture  opium,  z  quarts.  In 
addition!  besides  keepin;;  books,  such  licensee 
slull  supi'ly  the  Ucp.irtmcnt  with  a  monthly 
statement,  showing  the  qu:intity  of  opium  and 
its  preparations  imported  and  manuf;ictured, 
with  a  list  of  the  n.imes  and  addresses  of  per- 
sons to  v.hora  such  ore n^ir.-ii ions,  Ac,  were  sold 
.mil  the  quantities  sup;.!ied." 

A  great  many  chemists  sell  much  larger 
tjuantities  of  opium  per  week  than  is  men- 
tioned in  that  memorandum.  Naturally, 
the  issue  of  it  caused  a  considerable 
amount  of  consternation.  The  honorable 
member  for  Nepean  and  the  right  honcw- 
able  member  for  East  Sydney,  brought  the 
matter  up  in  Parliament.  Thereupon,  the 
following  memorandum .  was  issued  bv  th« 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs — 

There  is  no  restriction  to  the  bond  fide  use  of 
opium  preparations  for  medicinal  purposes.  It 
was,  however,  found  that  special  vigilance  is  im- 
peratively necessary,  in  order  that  the  supplies 
should  not  be  diverted  to  improper  purposes. 
Inquiry  was  made  as  to  the  fair  average  Quan- 
tities ordinarily  requirerl  ench  year  bv  chemists, 
and  the  Department  w:is  advised  thiit  such  aver- 
age quantities  were  ; — Gum  opium,  |  lb- ;  solid 
extract,  3  ozs. ;'  liquid  extract,  c  ozs. ;  tincture 
of  opium,  a  quarts.  The  collectors  were  ad- 
vised* so  that  the  above  should  afford  a  guide 
to  trade  requirements,  and  aid  them  in  super- 
vising the  distribution.  That  this  was  abso- 
lulelv  necessary  may  be  realized  from  the  fact 
that  in  one  case  we  found  a  country  chemist 
being  supplied  with  over  3  lb.  in  weight  of  ex- 
tract of  opium  each  fortnight.  In  regard  to 
three  chemists,  whose  supplies  prior  to  July, 
1006,  did  not  reach  i  lb.  each  year,  we  found 
thev  were  supplied  bv  licensed  importers  as 
follows  for  nine  months  ending  ^ist  March  last  : 
— No.  I,  lbs.,  about  i  lb.  per  week;  No.  3, 
47i  lbs.,  about  li  lbs.  ncr  week;  No.  3,  22  lbs., 
about  3  lb.  per  week.  It  is  obvious  these 
quantities  were  not  required  for  legitimate  pur- 
poses, and  the  action  recently  taken  is  to  insist 
upon  those  persons  who  are  licensed  to  import 
opium  exercisiuF  every  reasonable  precaution,  so 
that  the  law  mav  be  observed.  The  Minister 
has  already  decided  that  if  he  finds  reasonable 
care  is  not  exercised  bv  any  persons  licensed  to 
imfiort  opiura  for  medicinal  purposes,  he  will 
Hot  hesitate  to  cancel  the  licence.  It  will  be 
quite  impossible  to  give  effect  to  the  desire  to 
suppress  the  evil  of  opium  smoking  if  the  irre- 
Ifularities  drawn  attention  to  were  permitted. 

This  wms  the  effect  of  the  protest  made  by 
the  honoraUe  member  for  Nepean  and  the 
right  lionorable  member  for  East  Svdney. 


As  regards  the  questicra  whether  the  duty 
is  too  high,  I  point  out  that  it  operates 

as  almo.st  a  prohibitive  impost  on  a  num- 
ber of  proprietary  lines,  containing  only  an 
infinitesimal  quantity  of  opium.  The  duty 
is  therefore  hardly  fair  to  the  ordinary  con- 
sumers of  opium  medicinally.  It  certainly 
is  not  right  to  tax  the  users  of  a  proprie- 
tary article  to  the  full  extent  of  the  amount 
of  opiimi  contained  in  the  preparation. 
The  duty  will  press  hardly  upon  frigidly 
societies. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  Treasurw  has  agreed 
to  an  amendment  to  meet  their  case. 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — ^The  Government  tack 
and  change  about  so  oftai  that  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  keep  pace  with  their  proposals. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  343.  Medicinal  preparations  contaiuing 
opium,  per  lb.,  .^os. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Mauces)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  following  words  be  added — "  and  on 

and  .Tftcr  ^th  December.  1007,  opium  conta'ned 
in  any  meilicinal  preparation,  when  such  pre- 
paration would  not  be  liable  to  higher  duty 
under  any  other  heading,  per  lb,,  30s." 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  21)4.  Perfumery :  including  Perfumed 
Ammonia;  Camphor  (in  tablets);  Toilet  Prepara. 
tions  not  containing  spirit  (perfumed  or  not); 
Cachous;  Skin  Foods;  refined  Lnnotine;  refined 
Glycerine  and  V'aseline:  and  Perfumed  Petro- 
leum Jelly,  ad  vat,  (General  Tariff),  35  per 
cent.;  (United  Kingdom!   3^  per  cent. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare)  [5.20!. 
— I  wish  to  point  out  that  vaseline  and 
camphor  form  the  basis  of  a  number  nf 
preparatiOTs,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
rates  of  duty  which  it  is  proposed  to  im- 
pose on  them  are  altogether  too  high.  On 
this  subject,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Svdney,  has  furnished  the  following  infor- 
mation— 

Vaseline  was  subject  to  20  per  cent.,  and  now 
proposed  to  be  per  cent.  Is  largely  used  in 
making  ointments.  The  duty  will  work  out,  in- 
cluding the  dutv  on  the  bottles,  at  icfi.  3d.  p-°r 
gross  of  2  oz.  bottles  or  equal  to  i3o  per  cen'. 
On  the  cost.  Vaseline  is  not  producible  here, 
and  should  not  carry  more  th.in  ro  per  cent. 

Camphor,  i  oz  blocks  Japanese,  old  dutv  30 
per  cent.,  and  proposed  ft,  per  cent.  It  is  not 
producible  here,  and  10  per  cenL  should  be  a 
fair  thing. 

Mt.  Hutchison. — Who  says  that  vase- 
line is  not  made  here? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— No  doubt, 
anything  can  be  made  here;  but  what  con- 
cexm  us  is  whether  vaseline  is  now  made 
here  in  sufficiently  larga^Jintitiffi^o  meet 
a«  demand  for  "^ieJ^''^^^^ 
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Mr.  Mauger. — It  is. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— The  Sydney 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  whose  members  are 
intimately  connected  with  business  opera- 
tions, say  that  it  is  not.  I  think  that  both 
camphor  and  vaseline  should  be  left  out  of 
the  item,  and  I  move- 
That  the  words  "  camphor  (in  tablets) "  be  left 
out. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item  further  amended  to  read  as  fol- 
low— 

Perfumery  ;  including  Perfumed  Ammonia  ; 
Toilet  Preparations  (perfumed  or  not),  oon-spiri- 
tuous  and  spirituous,  when  the  duty  payable 
under  item  8  is  less  than  that  payable  under  this 
item;  Skin  Foods;  refined  LuKiline;  refined 
Glycerine;  and  Petroleum  Jelly. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Johnson)  agreed 
to— 

That  after  the  words  "  per  cent.,"  the 
words  "and  on  and  after  5th  December,  1907, 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff).  30  per  cent.,"  be  in- 
serted. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Johnson)  pro- 
posed— 

That  after  the  words  "35  per  cent.,"  the 
words  "  and  on  and  after  5tb  December,  IQ07, 
ad  val.  (United  Kingdom),  20  per  cent.,"  be  in- 
serted. 

Mr.  BO^yDEX  (Nepean)  [5.27].— I 
hope  that  the  Committee  will  agree  to  thii 
amendment.  Twenty  per  cent,  is  the  old 
rate.  The  Treasurer,  in  regard  to  other 
items,  has  been  very  careful  to  insist  upon 
the  fact  that  he  has  followed  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  A  section  of  the  Tariff 
Commission,  and  I  therefore  point  out  that 
it  was  the  unanimous  recommendation 
of  both  sections  that  the  old  duty  sbc»ild 
be  retained  in  this  case.  Moreover,  the 
Minister  has  absented  to  a  reduction  of 
the  general  rate  from  35  to  30  per  cent.  ; 
and  as  he  originally  proposed  a  preferential 
difference  of  10  per  cent,  in  favour  of 
Great  Britain,  he  should,  to  be  consistent, 
agree  to  this  aiiiendment  in  order  tliat  that 
preference  may  remain.  He  has  offerefl 
no  explanation  of  his  reasons  for  putting; 
aside  the  recommendation  of  the  Tariff 
Commission. 

Question  put.    The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes     ...  ...  ...  18 

J^'oes    -.-39 


Avts. 


Arclier,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Uowden,  E.  K. 
Brown,  Thomai 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edw.irds,  K. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Ulynn,  P.  McM. 

iobnsoo,  W.  £. 
.iddell,  F. 

Bam  ford,  F.  W. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
CatU,  J.  H. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 

Chapman,  Austin 

Coon,  J. 

Crouch,  U.  A. 

Deakin,  A. 

Fairbairn,  G. 
Fisher,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 

Frazcr,  L.  E. 

flroom,  L.  E. 

Hedges,  W.  N. 

Hutchi-ion,  ]. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Knojt,  W. 
Lvne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 

Kellv,  W.  H. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Fowler,  J.  M. 


Livingston,  J. 
MahuD,  H. 
PoyDton,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Willis,  Henry. 

Tellers  : 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Wiilcs,  W.  H. 
Noes. 

Mathews,  J. 
Mauger,  S. 
McDougatl,  J.  K. 
O'Malley,  King 
I'age,  J. 
Palmer,  A,  C. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Spence,  V.'.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Wise.  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Home 
Watkins,  D. 

Paiks. 

Kingston,  C.  C. 
Ewing.  T.  T. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Harper,  R. 
Sampson,  S. 
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Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative 
Amendment  negatived. 
Item,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 
Item  ^QS'    UnrefiDed  Glycerine    and  Unre- 
fined Lanoline,  free. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare) 
[5-36]- — I  should  like  to  know  what  the 
Treasurer  proposes  to  do  in  regard  to 
camphor  and  vaseline,  which  were  wnitted 
from  the  previous  item.  I  think  they 
should  be  inserted  in  this  item,  and  am 
prepared  to  move  accordingly. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [5.38].— 
On  behalf  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Htmter,  I  would  suggest  that  the  words 
"  plasters:  adhesive  and  all  unmedicated  " 
should  also  be  added  to  this  item. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.39]. — I  propose  to  add  to  this 
item  the  words  "  Camphor  in  tablets  "  

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Why  not  all 
camphor ;  it  is  not  produced  here. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Very  well.  I 
move — ■ 

That  ^fter  the  word  "Lanoline,"  the  words 
Camphor,    Vaseline    (not    being  Petroleum 

Jelly),  and  Plasters,  Di^!^gf^KyQgf©0bite»«ii- 
cated,  '  be  inserted.  O 
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Mr.  BOWDEX  (Nepean)  [5.40].— The 
idea  was  that  plasters  should  be  free. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  words  used  are  re- 
commended by  the  Chemists  and  Drug- 
gists' Association. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— I  simply  wished  to 
obtain  an  expert,  assurance  on  that  pcnnt. 
Then,  again,  is  not  "  petroleum  jelly," 
merely  a  synonym  for  vaseline? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.  —  Xo.  By  add- 
ing the  words  "  not  being  petroleum 
jeUy,"  we  shall",  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Department,  distinguish  between  the 
two. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  396.  Essentia]  OiU  find  Fat,  contaiDmK 
Extract  of  Flowers  used  in  makini;  Perfumes, 
ad  val.,  ao  per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.44]- — I  have  received  a  report  in 
reference  to  this  item,  stating  that— 

This  item  was  recommended  bv  the  Tarifl 
Commission,  provided  that  certain  other  recom- 
mendations were  carried  out.  namely,  an  addi- 
tional duty  on  perfumed  spirit. 

That  recommendatitMi  has  not  ■  been 
adt^ed,  and  as  it  has  been  found  that 
this  duty  will  fall  heavily  on  the  manu- 
facturers of  toilet  soaps,  I  move — 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  5th  De- 
cember, 1907,  free,"  be  added. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [5.46I.— 
I  wish  to  ptnnt  out  that  the  Treasurer  is  in 
error  in  saying  that  this  dutv*was  recom- 
mended by  the  Tariff  Commission.  It  was 
only  recommended  conditionally. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.— I  said  so,  and  that 
the  conditio  had  not  been  complied  with. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  397.  Sulphuric  Ether  and  other  ethers 
n.e.i.,  non -spirituous  or  containing  not  more  than 
5  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit,  free. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.47]' — This  item  has  been  intro- 
duced inadvertently.  It  is  already  pro- 
vided for  in  item  9,  Divisicm  i  of  the 
Tariff,  and  I  propose  to  delete  it. 

Item  negatived. 

Item  298  (Soda  Crystals)  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Tudor. — What  about  the  Excise  on 
saccharine  and  vinegar? 

Mr.  Huhe  Cook. — That  will  not  be  for- 
gotten. 

Mr.  Tudor. — I  do  not  intend  if  I  can 
help  it  that  it  shall  be  forgotten. 

[247] 


Division  X. — ^Wood,  Wicker,  and  Cane. 
Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.48]. — I  move — 

That  items  299  to  30a  inclusive  be  postponed 
until  after  the  consideration  of  item  303. 

Mr.  Glynn. — Whv  not  deal  with  item 
301,  Chairs,  at  once? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Because  honor- 
able members  have  asked  me  to  deal  with 
the  timber  duties  before  we  deal  with  fur- 
niture. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [5.49]-— We  have 
delayed  the  consideration  of  item  301 — 
Chairs — for  the  last  three  or  four  months, 
whilst  the  goods  have  been  kept  in  bond, 
and  now  when  we  reach  the  item  in  the 
OTdinary  course  the  Minister  asks  that  its 
considerati<xi  be  postponed. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Only  for  a  few 
hours. 

Mr.  STORRER.— Strong  opposition  was 
expressed  months  ago  to  the  imposition  of  a 
duty  of  7s.  6d.  each  on  chairs,  and  a  few 
hours  are  of  importance  to  a  man  who  has 
a  thousand  chairs  in  bond  and  wishes  to  get 
them  out  in  time  for  the  Christmas  trade. 
The  item  is  not  much  affected  by  the  duties 
on  timber,  and  we  should  deal  with  it  be- 
fore we  deal  with  those  duties.  If  die 
Treasurer  would  agree  to  place  chairs* 
lounges  and  settees  in  one  item  it  could  be 
dealt  with  in  Ave  minutes. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  will  not  agree  to 
do  that  at  present.  I  am  going  to  conduct 
tht  business  in  my  own  way  or  not  at  all. 

Mr.  STORRER.— Of  course  the  Minis- 
ter must  please  himself  in  the  matter,  but 
I  will  oppose  the  postponement  of  these 
items.  As  I  am  known  to  be  in  the  busi- 
ness, I  have  received  letters  on  this  subject 
from  every  part  of  Australia,  which  show 
ihe  hardship  which  people  in  the  trade  have 
had  to  put  up  with  during  the  last  three 
months. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Then  I  ask  the 
honorable  member  to  agree  to  postpone  the 
item  for  three  hours. 

Mr.  STORRER.— I  do  not  think  that 
the  Minister  will  get  the  timber  duties 
through  in  three  hours. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  the  proposal 
were  unreasonable  I  should  not  make  it, 
but  we  should  have  the  whcrfe  of  these 
matters  dealt  with  to-night 

Mr.  STORRER.— I  intend  to  oppose 
the  motion. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  will  do  what  I 
have  said,  or  I  shall  not/^^ajv(th  the 
Tariff  at  all.  It^MfeH^^tiiygi^  pn>- 
pose  to  take  the  business  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Government.  - 
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Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [5.51].— I 
hope  that  item  301  will  not  be  postpwied. 
I  brought  it  under  the  notice  of  honorable 
members  months  and  months  ago.  I 
showed  that  the  increase  of  duty  involved 
an  increase  in  the  amount  payable  on  one 
shipment  to  Fremantle  from  /[-/^  to 
,£1,000  odd.  As  a  result,  the  chairs  in- 
cluded in  that  shipment  are  still  in  bcmd. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^The  honorable 
member  is  delaying  the  consideration  of 
the  item  by  talking. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— The  Treasurer  is  the 
cause  of  the  talking,  by  proposing  to  post- 
pone the  consideraticMi  of  the  item.  After 
what  the  importers  of  chairs  have  had  to 
put  up  with  the  motion  to  postpone  the 
consideration  of  the  item  is  a  disgraceful 
proposition.  They  had  a  right  to  expect 
that,  at  least,  when  we  came  to  the  item 
in  the  ordinary  way  we  would  deal  with 
it,  and  now  the  Treasurer  asks  us  to 
[>ostpone  it.  I  hope  that  the  Cwnmittee 
will  not  permit  the  postponment  of  the 
item. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.53J. — I  have  been  asked  by  a 
dozen  or  more  members  this  afternoon  to 
postpone  these  items  until  after  the  con- 
sideration of  the  timber  duties. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Not  item  301. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— Yes,  the  whole 
of  the  furniture  items. 

Mr.  Hedges. — There  are  more  than 
twelve  members  in  the  Committee. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  talks  nmsense.  I  have  agreed  to 
do  what  I  was  requested  to  do,  and  I  will 
do  it  or  will  not  go  on  with  the  Tariff.  If 
the  Cocnmittee  is  to  take  the  oKitrol  of  busi- 
ness out  of  the  hands  of  the  Government 
we  should  know  it  at  once.  If  I  were 
making  an  unreasonable  request  I  should 
not  object  to  the  opposition  to  it,  but  when 
I  was  asked  to  take  the  timber  duties  before 
furniture  I  considered  the  request  a  reaswi- 
able  one.  I  hope  that  we  shall  be  able  to 
deal  with  all  these  duties  to-night 

Sir  John  Quick. — Hear,  hear.  Pass 
the  lot  to-night. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.- 1  am  going  to 
fight  very  hard  to  do  sa  I  hope  we  shall 
be  able  to  pass  the  timber  duties,  the 
fumUure  duties,  and,  perhaps,  some  other 
duties  to-night.  I  tell  honorable  members 
that  if  thev  will  stand  by  me  we  shall  do 
so.  I  am  sorry  the  honorable  member  for 
Bass  has  taken  up  an  attftude  of  opposi- 
tion to  the  piopc»al,  as  I  should  not  do 
'ng  to  which  he  could  take  excep- 


tion if  I  could  help  it.  I  have  given  my 
promise  at  the  request  of  a  large  number 
of  members  to  postpcme  these  items  until 
after  the  consideratiwi  of  the  timber  duties, 
and  I  hope  that  honorable  members  will 
now  go  on  with  the  business. 

Mr.    JOSEPH    COOK  (Parramatta) 

[S-55]- — I  know  nothing  of  any  prcxnises 
made  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  but  I 
should  like  to  say  that  it  is  a  great  shame 
to  postpwie  the  consideraticm  of  item  301 
for  one  mtxnent  longer  than  is  necessary. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  will  be  dealt 
with  to-night. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Who  says  it 
will? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  settles  it. 
I  suppose.  I  point  out  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  could  deal  with  it  now 
without  any  debate  whatever.  There  is 
bound  to  be  considerabte  debate  <hi  the 
duties  proposed  in  connexion  with  general 
furniture,  and  a  very  long  debate  on  the 
timlw  duties  is  inevitable.  This  item  of 
chairs  might  be  taken  at  once,  and  dealt 
with  almost  without  debate.  It  is  wie  which 
we  singled  out  weeks  ago  as  being  of  an 
urgent  character.  The  importers  of  chairs 
have  had  to  keep  them  in  bond.  They 
have  been  out  of  their  morwy  during  all 
this  ^  time.  and  their  business  has 
been  injured.  In  the  circumstances,  is  it 
fair  that  gow,  when  we  have  reached 
the  item  in  the  ordinary  way,  it  should 
be  postponed  until  some  other  items  are 
dealt  with?  I  think  the  Minister's  pro- 
posal is  a  most  unreasonable  one. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  think  it  is  most 
unreasonable  that  some  members  of  the 
Opposition  should  ask  me  to  do  what  I 
have  proposed  and  then  turn  on  me. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— What  member 
of  the  Opposition  asked  the  Minister? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — One  of  the  lead- 
ing members  of  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— To  postpone 
chairs  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — To  postpone  the 
whole  division  relating  to  furniture. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— General  fur- 
niture, .perhaps,  but  not  chairs. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — Are  not  churs 
furniture? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Yes;  but  in 
this  Tariff  they  are  treated  diffwently 
from  general  furniture,  and  an  impost 
that  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  im- 
faxnoua  is  placed  upon  them.   If  thejr  vere 
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treated  as  ordinary  furniture  with  a  duty 
of  30  or  40  per  cent.,  there  would  be  no 
trouble. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 
member  must  not  enter  into  details. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  offering 
reasons  why  we  shoufd  deal  with  the  item 
"  Chairs  "  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 
member  must  see  that  if  he  goes  into  de- 
tails with  respect  to  the  duties  on  general 
furniture,  his  remarks  may  lead  to  a  gen- 
eral discussion. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Assuming  that 
jome  honorable  members  did  ask  the  Trea- 
surer that  the  it«ns  dealing  with  furniture 
shfMild  be  postponed,  I  say  that  item  301 
is  treated  difFermtly  from'the  other  items, 
of  furniture.  In  this  Tariff,  chairs  are 
treated  separately,  and  dealt  with  in  a 
way,  the  reason  for  which  no  one,  with 
the  exception,  perhaps,  of  the  Treasurer,  is 
able  to  understand.  I  am  certain  that  the 
Treasurer  intends  to  reduce  the  proposed 
duties  cm  his  own  motion,  and  why  can  he 
not  do  it  now.  I  feel  bound  to  vote  with 
the  hcmorable  member  for  Bass  if  he 
pushes  his  objection  to  the  postponement 
of  these  items  to  a  division. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [5.57]  — 
I  suggest  to  the  Treasurer  that  he  slKmld 
postpone  only  item  299.  The  honorable 
gentleman's  object  is  to  prevent  a  long 
discussion  on  furniture  before  we  have 
dealt  with  the  duties  on  timber,  and  I 
suggest  that  he  should  content  himself 
with  moving  the  postponemwit  of  item 
299. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  cannot  agree  to 
that. 

Mr.  WILSON.— Then  I  am  prepared  to 
move  an  amendment  upon  the  motion  which 
would  prevent  the  postpcsiement  of  items 
300,  301,  and  302. 

Sir  WiLUAK  LvKE. — That  would  be  a 
vote  of  want  of  confidence,  and  I  shall  not 
stand  that  sort  of  thing. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  hcwrorable 
gentleman  can  avmd  it  if  he  will  agree  to 
a  reasonable  and  fair  deal.  If  the  Trea- 
surer will  agree  to  that,  we  will  undertake 
to  put  the  items  referred  to  through  before 
dinner. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Let  us  have  a  de- 
bate of  two  or  three  hours,  and  waste 
more  time. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [5.58].— I  hope 
that  the  hcHK»able  member  tot  Craangamite 
will  not  be  foioed  to  press  the  ameMment 
he  has  suggested,  because  it  would  put  the 
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Minister  in  a  rather  unfortunate  position. 
I  do  not  think  that  a  vote  taken  coi  such  an 
am«idment  would  be  a  true  indication  of 
the  wish  of  the  Cwnmittee.  I  appeal  to 
the  Minister  in  a  friendly  way  to  fjive  us 
an  opportunitv  of  determining  the  question 
of  whether  7s.  6d.  each  shall  be  charged  as 
an  alternative  to  the  duty  on  chairs.  We 
could  probably  deal  with  the  matter 
within  ten  minutes.  I  make  the  ap- 
peal, because  as  far  back  as  the  30th 
August  last  I  made  a  strong  request  on 
remonstrances  against  the  duties  put  before 
me  that  item  301  should  be  taken  at  once, 
and  at  the  time  Ministers  were  inclined  to 
accept  that  suggestion.  It  was  subsequently 
pointed  out  that  it  would  perhaps  be  better 
to  wait  until  the  item  came  on  in  the  ordi- 
nary course.  Now  we  have  reached  it, 
and  this  very  day  I  have  received  communi- 
cations frcm  Adelaide  with  respect  to  the 
item.  It  is  pointed  out  that  importers 
cannot  take  their  chairs  out  of  bond,  and 
are  actually  threatened  with  law  suits  for 
the  non-fulfilment  of  orders. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.0]. — I  will  withdraw  the  motion 
and  go  on  with  *'  Furniture." 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  am  sorry  that  there 
has  been  a  little  misunderstanding.  I 
mentioned  to  several  hortorable  members  on 
this  side  that  there  was  a  probability  of 
the  Minister  proposing  to  postpone  the 
furniture  items  until  after  the  timber 
duties,  because  the  furniture  duties  would 
hinge  largely  on  what  was  done  in  the 
case  of  timber.  There  seems,  however,  to 
have  been  a  slight  misapprehension,  as 
some  of  those  to  whnn  I  spoke  thought 
that  it  was  proposed  to  postpone  only  the 
item  "Furniture.''  I  did  not  understand 
it  so,  although  other  honorable  members 
did. 

Item  2QQ.  Furniture  (except  ot  Metal,  Wicker, 
Bamboo,  and  Cane),  n.e.i.,  in  parts  or  finished; 
including  Billiard  and  Bagatelle  Tables  and 
Boards  and' Accessories ;  Trays;  Crumb  Trays 
and  Brushes;  Mattresses;  Bolsters;  Pillows; 
Winrlow  Shade  or  Blind  Rollers;  Rollers  with 
Blinds;  Screens;  Portieres;  Dress  Stands  nnd 
Show  Kijjurrs  fur  drapinj;  or  other  purposes; 
Writing  Desks  anil  Cabinets;  Stationery  Cabi- 
nets; Type  Cabinets  and  Cases;  Mirrors  framed 
or  not,  D.e.i. ;  Blinds  not  being  textile  ;  Panels  for 
incorporating  into  furniture;  Ice  Chests  or  Re- 
frigerators; Housemaids'  Boves;  Meat  and  othei 
Household  Safes ;  Bath  Cabinets ;  Dental  and 
Surgical  Cabinets;  Invalid  Furniture  and  Chairs 
on  wheels:  Aseptic  Ilosiiital  Kurniiure,  including 
Trollies,  Stretchers,  and  the  like,  ad  val.  (Gene- 
ral  Tarid),  40  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  30 
per  cent. 
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Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [6.4]— I  am 
sorry  that  I  caused  any  disturbance,  be- 
cause I  have  always  supported  the  Go- 
vernment as  far  as  possible.  I  desire  to 
add  after  the  word  "Furniture"  the 
words  "  Chairs,  Lounges  and  Settees."  and 
to  strike  out  the  words  "except  of  Metal, 
Wicker,  Bamboo,  and  Cane."  Then,  lower 
down,  I  wi^  to  strike  out  the  words 
"and  Chairs  on  wheels."  The  w^hole 
item  would  then  deal  with  all  furniture, 
which  would  come  in  at  the  one  rate. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.5]. — I  have  a  proposition  to 
make  whidi-  will  meet  what  the  honorable 
member  desires.    I  move — 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  5tb  De- 
cember, 1907,  Famitnre  n.e.i.,  including  any 
article  of  wood,  or  partly  of  wood,  wholly  or 
partly  made  up  or  finished,  and  used  in  any 
building  or  premises,  including  hospitals;  also 
Show  I'igurcs  of  all  kinds,  ad  val."  be  added. 

Those  words  embrace  all  that  was 
previously  axitained  in  the  item  in  a  much 
more  (xxnprehensive  and  less  ciunbersome 
form.  They  have  been  prepared  by  the 
Department.  As  to  the  rates  of  duty,  I 
intend  to  propose  40  per  cent,  in  the 
General  Tariff  and  30  per  cent,  against 
the  United  Kingdom.  I  shall  afterwards 
move  to  bring  the  rates  of  duty  on  the  next 
two  items  into  accord  with  whatever  rates 
are  agreed  to  chi  this  item. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [6.9].— I  am 
not  particular  about  the  wording  of  the 
item,  so  long  as  lounges,  chairs,  and 
settees  come  in  at  the  same  rate  as  other 
furniture.  I  will  not  proceed  with  my 
amendments. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [6.10].— 
I  thctfoughly  approve  of  the  Treasurer's 
generalization,  enibradng,  as  it  does,  in 
a  conprehensive  manner  every  possible 
description  of  furniture.  It  is  a  very  con- 
venient and  logical  description  of  furni- 
ture, and  is  better  than  the  minute  speci- 
fication of  a  large  number  of  articles  in 
detail.  I  think  a  duty  of  30  per  cent,  all 
round  is  quite  sufficient.  Although  the 
Treasurer  proposes  a  generalized  descrip- 
ticMi  In  this  item,  I  am  disposed  to  think 
that  lounges,  settees,  and  chairs  should  be 
separately  dealt  with,  so  that  the  Com- 
mittee may  have  an  opportunity  of  giving 
a  straight-out  vote  in  those  cases.  The 
reason  why  the  specilic  duties  on  those 
articles,  apparently  high  on  the  face  of 
them,  were  proposed,  was  because  the 
Tariff  Commission  were  informed  that 
most  of  the  articles  of  this  description 


came  from  cheap  labour  countries,  such  as 
China,  where  they  were  turned  out  at  such 
a  dirt-cheap  rate  that  an  ad  valorem  duty 
of  30  per  cent,  would  be  practically  use- 
less and  inoperative. 

Mr.     Page. — How     many  bent-wood 
chairs  are  made  in  China? 

Sir  JOHN'  QUICK.— I  do  not  intend 
to  argue  the  question,  because  I  know  that 
the  feeling  of  the  Committee  is  against 
the  propc^ed  high  specific  duties,  but  I 
wish  to  cite  the  evidence  upon  which  it 
was  proposed.  If  the  Conunittee  do 
not  think  that  those  fixed  duties  are  rea- 
sonable, I  ask  them  to  impose  such  other 
fixed  duties  as  they  may  ccmsider  opera- 
tive or  effective.  Evidence  was  given  in 
Melbourne  by  furniture  manufacturers. 
One  witness  was  Mr.  George  Dellit,  re- 
presenting John  Dellit  and  Sons,  wicker- 
ware  furniture  manufaciurers.  North  Mel- 
bourne. In  reference  to  the  wicker  and 
bamboo  furniture  trade,  he  said — 

We  cannot  compete  affaiost  Japanese  and 
Chinese,  whose  labour  only  costs  4d.  per  day. 
For  example  : — ■ 

t  chair  in  China,  i  day's  work,  4d. 

t  chair  in  Melbourne,  i  day's  work,  6s. 

The  only  way  we  can  settle  same  is  to  fix  a 
fixed  duty  on  each  chair  and  lounge,  as  Chinese 
chairs  are  sold  in  Melbourne,  four  days*  work  in 
each,  10s.  to  12s.  each. 

In  another  part  of  his  ev  idence  he  stated — 

l*bi3  part  of  our  trade  is  crippled  through  the 
importation  of  ^ods  from  China,  India,  and 
Japan,  including  the  Straits  Settlement,  where 
wages  range  from  5d.  to  qd.  per  day.  Some 
of  the  lounges  and  chairs  coming  from  these 
countries  would  take  any  man  three  days  to 
make,  and  25  per  cent,  lad  valorem),  aa^,  on  a 
lounge  with  three  days*  work  on  it,  invoiced  at 
SS.  in  Canton,  scarcely  alters  the  price  of  it 
here,  as  we  have  seen  them  sold  at  las.  6d.  to 
153.,  includinj;  all  costs.  We,  therefore,  ask 
that  a  duty  of  los.  be  nlaced  oa  each  lounge  or 
lettee,  and  7s.  6d.  on  each  chair. 

Mr.  Watson.  —  It  should  have  been 
specified  as  bamboo  or  wicker. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  confined  to  bamboo  or  wicker ; 
but  that  is  the  evidence  on  which  we  de- 
cided to  recommend  the  fixed  duty ;  and, 
without  comment,  I  leave  the  matter  en- 
tirely with  the  Committee. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [6.15].— 
Personally,  I  think  5  per  cent,  more  or 
less  on  furniture  used  -by  private  indi- 
viduals is  not  a  very  vital  matter.  But 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Bendigo  ought  to  have  V94^f^J^k  more 
of  the  evidence,  ih  tilM  to>M^^hbwn  the 
other  side  of  the  case. 
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Mr.  Thouas  Bhown. — The  honorable 
member  for  Bendtgo  has  not  infonned  us 
what  the  impOTts  ate. 

Mr.  MAHON.— All  we  have  had  is  the 
testimony  of  one  gentl«nan  interested  in 
the  manufactiue  of  these  goods.  I  rise, 
more  particularly  to  urge  that  there  ought 
to  be  a  difFerentiati<Ai  in  favour  oi 
hospitals  and  kindred  institutions. 

Mr.  TxjDOK. — Why?  Such  institutions 
are  maintained  with  public  money. 

Mr.  MAHON.—Exactly  ;  they  are  main- 
tained by  private  and  public  subscription ; 
and  we  shall  be  merely  taking  monev  out 
of  one  pocket  and  putting  it  into  the  other, 
if  we  impose  a  duty  on  their  requisites.  We 
ought  not  to  have  an  impost  which  will 
make  it  more  difficult  to  maintain  those  in- 
stitutions. We  know  the  difficulty  there 
is.  especially  in  the  remoter  parts  of  ttw 
Commonwealth,  in  carrying  on  hospitals. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Let  us  pass  this  item, 
and  insert  a  special  item  in  favour  of 
hospitals. 

Mr.  MAHON.— If  the  Treasurer  will 
accept  that  suggestion,  I  have  no  more  to 
say. 

Mr.  Watson.— Chinese  goods  would  be 
used. 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  do  not  believe  anv 
hospital  committee  would  use  Chinese  goods 
if,  by  paymoit  of  a  little  more,  the>'  could 
purchase  Australian  goods. 

^fr.  Mathews.— My  experience  is  that 
public  institutions  and  public  bodies  use 
imported  goods. 

Mr.  MAHON. — Possibly;  such  institu- 
tions  are  ccmducted  by  people  who  wish  to 
make  the  funds  go  as  far  as  possible; 
and  for  that  we  can  see  some  justification. 
I  think  that  ^public  and  private  hospitals 
are  entitled  to  some  consideration. 

Sir.  Wise. — No  differentiation  is  made 
with  regard  to  other  articles  which  are  used 
in  such  hospitals. 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  think  that  in  the  case 
of  surgical  af^Uanoes,  seme  differentiation 
is  made. 

Mr.  Wise. — But  there  is  no  differentia- 
tion in  regard  to  bedding,  linen,  and  so 
forth. 

Mr.  MAHON.— Bedding  and  linen  are 
not  so  large  an  item  as  is  furniture.  I 
hope  the  Treasurer  will  accept  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  honorable  member  for  Corio, 
and  place  furniture  for  hospitals  under  a 
different  heading.  Not  all  hospitals  are 
sulisidized  from  the  public  Treasury,  and 
great  dilficulty  is  experienced  in  conctucting 


them  on  the  public  subscriptions  which  are 
raised  by  the  utmost  efforts  of  the  com- 
mittees of  management 

Mr.  HvMz  Cook. — Is  not  that  a  xeason 
why  they  should  buy  locally-made  goods? 

Mr.  MAHON. — Committees  of  manage- 
ment go  where  they  can  buy  the  cheapest 
goods,  and  do  the  most  with  the  money. 
If  I  give  £1  to  a  hospital,  I  want  it  to  be 
spent  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  the  utmost 
benefit  to  the  patients. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — I  should  like  my  £1 
to  be  spent  in  Australia. 

Mr.  MAHON. — The  unfortimate  patimts 
ought  to  receive  sos.  in  value  for  every 
jCi  given  by  the  subscribers.  I  h^  the 
Committee  will  see  their  way  to  remove 
hospital  furniture  fran  this  item,  and,  at 
anv  rate,  make  it  subject  to  a  lower  duty. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [6.20].— I  had 
intended  raising  the  very  point  suggested 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Coolgardie, 
and  but  for  the  prior  amendment  by  the 
Treasurer  I  should  have  moved  the  inser- 
tion of  a  new  item,  as  follows — 

3Q9A.  Aseptic  Hospital  Furniture,  including 
Operatiog  Tables,  Trollies,  Stretcben,  and  the 
like,  free. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^We  cannot  distinguish  in 
that  way. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  think  we  can. 
These  are  ^x>ds  of  special  manufacture. 
When  it  is  clearly  shown  that  the  goods 

are  for  a  public  mstitution,  ccmductra  chi 
charitable  lines,  every  facility  should  be 
given  for  obtaining  them  at  the  lowest  pos- 
sible cost.  The  funds  of  charitable  insti- 
tutions will  suffer  severely  if  subscribers 
know  that  their  mcmey  will  be  used  largely 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  increased  prt^ts 
into  the  pockets  of  local  manufacturers. 

Mr.  Mathews. — What  a  question  to 
raise !  Does  the  honorable  member  really 
believe  what  he  is  saying? 

Mr.  Johnson!— Everybody  knows 
what  an  invalid's  chair  is,  and  that  special 
furniture  is  required  for  use  in  hospitals. 

Mr.  HtniE  Cook. — An  invalid's  chair 
might  be  used  by  a  milli(»iaire  outside. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Of  that  we  shall 
have  to  take  the  chance.  Where  there  is 
one  millionaire  there  are  a  million  or  more 
destitute  or  impecunious  people.  Some 
hospital  furniture  is  specifically  mentioned 
as  subject  to  duty,  and  I  think  we  can 
just  as  easily  si>ecify  furniture  of  the  kind 
I  refer  to  as  free  of  dutv.  . 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.— Could >6^i^s  be 
traced  and  differentiated? 
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Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  think  so.  How- 
ever, the  Treasurer's  proposal  must  first  be 
dealt  with. 

Mr.  WATKINS  (Newcastle)  [6.23].— I 
do  not  think  that  the  suggesticm  of  the 
htxiorable  m^nber  for  Coolgardie  is  prac- 
tkable.  Ferscmally,  I  do  not  know  of  any 
hospital  the  committee  of  managraient  of 
which  directly  imports  the  furniture  re- 
quired. 

Mr.  Mahon. — They  would  directly  im- 
port if  they  could  get  the  goods  50  per 
cent,  cheaper. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— I  do  not  think  that 
any  arrangement  of  the  kind  suggested 
would  cause  any  committee  of  management 
to  resort  to  direct  importaticm ;  the  quan- 
tity of  furniture  required  at  any  one  time 
is  never  sufficiently  large  to  make  such  a 
plan  payable.  Just  imagine,  in  the  case 
of  a  country  hospital,  struggling  for  ex- 
istence, the  committee  proceeding  to 
directly  import  one  or  two  lounges !  If 
a  hospital  committee  went  to  a  local 
dealer,  would  the  duty  be  refunded  on  the 
particular  article  sold?  The  common  ex- 
perience is  that  committees  of  manage- 
ment, when  purchasing  furniture,  do  not 
ask  whether  the  goods  are  made  by 
Chinese  or  black  labour,  but  simply  pur- 
chase what  they  require.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  most  of  the  furniture  used  in  hospitals 
is  locally  made,  because  it  is  then  pos' 
sible  to  get  articles  made  to  OTder.  I 
should  be  very  glad,  indeed,  to  do  any- 
thing to  assist  the  hos|»tal8j  but  I  fail 
altogether  to  see  how  any  asustance  can 
be  rendered  in  the  way  suggested  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Coolgardie.  In  my 
opinion,  it  is  a  mistake  to  have  the  word 
"  hospital "  mentioned,  because  it  may 
only  tend  to  lead  subscribers  and  others 
to  believe  that  some  relief  is  to  be  given 
when  no  relief  is  possible. 

Mr.  H  E  NRY  WI LLI S  (Robertson) 
[6.26]. — I  do  not  think  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Coolgardie  has  made  out  a 
case.  I  should  be  prepared  to  support  a 
general  reducticm  of  tlie  duty ;  but  I  can- 
not see  how  it  would  be  possible  to  pro- 
vide special  exemptions  in  the  case  of 
furniture  required  by  hospitals. 

Mr.  Mahon. — The  Tariff  Commission 
made  a  similar  recc»nmendation  in  various 
other  itemsw 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  do  not  know 
of  any  hospital  which  has  refurnished  in 
any  general  or  ext«isive  way,  single 
artu:les  of  furniture,  such  as  vrfwel 
chairs,    being    r^laced    as   they  wear 


out.  Of  course,  if  a  new  hospital 
were  built  in  Melbourne,  there  might  be 
extensive  furnishing,  and  such  a  conces- 
sion might  prove  of  substantial  benefit  > 
but  I  do  not  see  that  the  suggesti<m  of  the- 
honorable  mend^er  for  Coolgardie  can  be 
carried  out.  A  reducti(»i  in  the  duty, 
however,  would  benefit  every  one  concernedL 

Sitting  suspended  from  6.30  to  7.43  f.m. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [7.45].— I  do- 
not  think  that  the  Committee  need  concern 
itself  very  much  about  the  question  which 
has  bera  raised  by  the  honorable  member 
fcv  Coolgardie.  My  own  experience  id 
connexion  with  hospitals  is  that  those  in- 
stitutions are  never  called  upm  to  pay 
anything  like  the  retail  price  for  the  fur- 
niture which  they  require.  The  liberality 
of  our  merchants  prevents  that.  In  order 
to  overcome  the  difiliculty,  I  would  surest 
that  a  new  line  should  be  added  to  this 
item  to  read,  '*  Chairs,  the  product  of 
coloured  labour,  each  7s.  6d." 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^We  have  not 
reached  the  item  of  chairs  yet. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— All  other  chairs  would 
then  be  included  in  the  item  that  we  an 
discussing. 

Sir  John  Quick.— A  difficulty  might  be 
experienced  in  tracing  the  source  of  th«r 
manufacture. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Their  country  of  origin 
would  have  to  be  declared.  But,  in  any 
case,  ^  we  import  a  comparatively  smalt 
quantity  of  furniture  from  the  East  In 
conclusion,  I  am  in  favour  of  the  new  pro- 
posal of  the  Treasurer  in  regard  to  the 
classification,  and  I  hope  that  the  Com- 
mittee will  adopt  it. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter) 
think  that  the  Treasurer  will  be  actinj; 
very  wisely  if  he  agrees  to  hospital  furni- 
ture being  placed  upon  the  free  list  We 
all  know  that  our  public  hospitals  are  in- 
tended primarily  to  assist  the  suffering  and 
the  needy,  and  that  they  are  almost  entirely 
supported  by  voluntary  subscriptions. 

Mr.  Storber. — How  can  we  distinguish 
between  furniture  which  is  intended  to  be- 
used  in  hospitals  and  furniture  which  is  to 
be  nsed  elsewhere? 

Mr.  LIDDELI  1  shall  presently  show 

the  htHiorable  member  the  difference  be- 
tween ordinary  furniture  and  hospital  fur- 
niture. These  instituticms  are  established 
primarily  for  the  Pun>o&qrd£-^|SfM^  the 
suffering  and  theP^I^/ lolVVS^d  be- 
unwise  on  our  part  to  add  to  the  cost  of 
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their  maintenance.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Robertson,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  did 
not  appear  to  knov  very  much  about  this 
subject,  because  he  stated  that  all  the  re- 
quirements of  hospitals  in  the-  matter  of 
furniture  would  be  met  by  the  occasional 
mending  of  a  wheel  chair,  or  something 
of  that  sort.  In  his  own  electorate  there 
has  recently  been  erected  a  cottage  hospital 
which  has  been  equipped  in  modern  fashicm. 
The  furniture  which  it  cbntains  is  of  a 
special  class,  and  has  been  designed  for  a 
special  purpose.  It  is  what  is  known  as 
aseptic  furniture.  It  has  recently  been 
discovered  that  maiiy  of  our  surgical  dis- 
eases are  aggravated  by  the  presence  of 
germs  in  the  atmosphere,  and  it  is  with  u 
view  to  combating  these  germs  that  furni- 
ture of  this  special  type  has  been  intro- 
tiuced.  It  is  usually  made  of  iron  en- 
amelled and  glass.  Every  up-to-date  hospital 
erected  since  this  new  theory  was  adopted 
has  been  furnished  in  this  style.  Never- 
theless, the  demand  for  this  class  of  furni- 
ture is  exceedingly  small,  and  ccmsequently 
it  does  not  pay  to  manufacture  it  locally. 
The  greater  pc^tion  of  it  is  imported,  and 
will  continue  to  be  imported  for  many 
years.  Let  me  instance  the  ordinary  table 
which  is  used  by  surgeons  in  operating 
theatres.  In  some  respects  it  is  a  very 
simple  contrivance,  whilst  in  others  it  is 
a  very  intricate  one.  Many  of  these  tables 
are  patented,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to 
manufacture  them  in  Australia. 

Mr.  Spence.  —  The  merchants  import 
them. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.—But  if  the  merchants 
charge  the  hospitals  only  the  wholesale 
price  why  should  thev  be  specially  taxed 
for  their  philanthropy?  There  is  too  much 
of  that  sort  of  thing  in  connexion  with  our 
public  institutions.  I  am  perfectly  satia- 
ted that  the  Treasurer  will  consent  to  the 
admission  of  hospital  furniture  free.  I 
claim  that  it  may  fairly  be  included  in  the 
same  category  as  surgical  appliances.  We 
need  not  be  afraid  that  Chinamen  will 
manufacture  it,  because  it  is  altogether  be- 
yond their  capacity  to  do  so.  It  requires 
to  be  made  by  specialists.  I  would  also 
point  out  that  this  furniture  is  extremely 
expensive.  Only  the  other  day  a.  new  hos- 
pital was  erected  in  my  own  electorate,  and 
the  cost  of  equipping  it  was  so  heavy  that 
a  special  call  had  to  be  made  upon  the  in- 
habitants of  the  district  They  responded 
by  orgamang  two  race  meetings,  the  pro- 
fits       which  were  abcxt  £400,  and 


with  this  money  the  <^rating  theatiie  was 
furnished.  There  is  practically  no  coun- 
try in  the  world  where  ho8[»tal  furniture  is 

dutiable.  I  again  urge  upon  the  Com- 
mittee that  it  should  be  placed  uoon  the 
free  list,  so  that  the  cost  of  maintaining 
our  hospitals,  which  are  almost  entirely  de- 
pendent upon  public  subscriptifflis,  shall 
not  be  increased. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[7.58]. — The  honorable  member  for  Htmter 
has  given  us  a  long  dissertation  upon  hos- 
pital furniture.  As  he  was  good  «ioug^ 
to  say  that  I  understood  verv  little  about 
the  subject,  may  I  point  out  that  he  is  evi- 
dently unfamiliar  with  the  item  that  we  are 
discussing,  which  reads — 

Furniture  {except  of  metal,  wicker,  bamboo, 
and  cane]. 

Now,  the  whole  of  his  speech  was  devoted 
to  hospital  furniture,  which  technicallv  does 
not  embrace  wood  or  wicker  ware,  but  all 
those  articles  used  in  equipping  hospitals 
which  are  made  of  metalware.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  the  honorable  member  has 
still  something  to  learn  in  reference  to  this 
matter.  I  take  it  that  the  Treasurer  will 
consent  to  a  reducticm  of  the  dutv  upon 
this  item,  so  that  it  will  affect  all  persons 
concerned  and  not  a  particular  section  of 
the  community. 

Mr.  COON  (Batman)  [7.59].— I  find  that 
last  year  ^£212, 526  worth  of  furniture  was 
imported  into  the  Comonwealth. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thouson. — ^That  was  in- 
clusive of  chairs? 

Mr.  COON. — Of  that  amount  chairs  to 
the  value  of  ;£i6i,ooo  were  imported.  Had 
those  chairs  been  made  in  the  Common- 
wealth their  manufacture  would  have  pro- 
vided employment  for  400  men  at  good 
wages.  In  connexion  with  this  industry 
the  man  in  charge  of  the  turning  machine 
is  paid  j£2  i8s. ;  the  frenchpolisher  gets 
£2  15s.,  and  the  persons  driving  the  en- 
gines receive  j£a  175.  and  £2  15s. 

Mr,  DuGALD  Thomson. — How  do  these 
rates  compare  with  the  rates  prevailing  in 
the  United  States,  from  which  a  number 
of  these  chairs  come? 

Mr.  COON. — A  number  of  the  chairs  are 
imported  from  that  country  and  dumped 
here  at  less  than  the  sale  price  there. 
About  120  chairs  can  be  sent  from  the  Old 
Country  to  Australia  at  a  cost  of  about 
17s.  6d.,  because  they  can  be  packed  in  a 

^^Mr.^^STsoN.eiai'tfftf'^iQQglfent  out 
in  parts  and  put  together  here. 
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Mr.  COON. — I  repeat  that  120  chairs 
can  be  landed  here  frcwa  the  Old  Country 
at  a  cost  of  about  17s.  6d. 

Mr.  Johnson. — \ot  complete  chairs,  but 
parts  of  chairs. 

Mr.  COON.— I  propose  to  quote  the  evi- 
dence of  a  man  who  is  not  a  manufacturer, 
and  therefcffe  is  not  concerned  with  the 
amount  of  this  duty.  He  was  called  be- 
fore the  Tariff  Commission  to  give  evidMKe 
respecting  the  conditions  of  labour  in  Japan. 
I  refer  to  a  representative  ot  the  Queens- 
land Government  who  was  travelling 
through  Japan. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Kow  many  chairs  do  we 
get  from  Japan? 

Mr.  COON.— The  question  is  not  what 
we  do  get,  but  what  we  mav  get.  This 
witness  said  that  the  average  mechanic's 
wages  in  Japan  was  pd.,  and  that  the  hours 
of  labour  were  from  13  to  14  per  day, 
including  Sundays. 

I  was  assured  by  the  manager  that  two  of  his 
artisnns  were  capable  of  turning  out  the  work 
which  would  be  done  by  a  first-clats  ED^lidi 
mechanic. 

Mr.  Page. — That  is  wily  hearsay  evi- 
dence. 

Mr.  COOK.— It  is  sworn  evidence. 

Mr.  Page. — He  was  never  in  Japan. 

Mr.  COON. — It  is  sworn  evidence. 

Mr.  Page. — ScMuebody  told  him. 

Mr.  COON. — It  is  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Frederick  Jones. 

Mr.  Page. — I  know  him  better  than  I 
know  the  houvable  member. 

Mr.  COON. — I  ask  honorable  members 
to  listen  to  the  evidence,  in  which  he 
simmied  up  the  position —  ' 

76114.  By  the  Chairman. — Kindly  summarize, 
for  my  benefit,  your  ideas  about  the  state  of 
labour  in  Japan  as  a  competing  country  with 
Australia? — I  singled  out  Java  and  Japan.  I 
say  there  is  an  immediate  danger  from  Java 
with  respect  to  the  furniture  trade.  3v  the  fur- 
niture trade,  as  I  have  explained  to  the  Com> 
mission,  I  do  not  mean  1  ancy  f um  i  ture ,  but 
evcry-day  articles,  such  as  chairs  and  tables, 
wardrobes,  o%e-desks,  and  similar  things.  I 
know,  of  my  own  knowledge,  they  are  prepar> 
ing  now  to  enter  into  competition  here.  T  say 
also  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  compete  with  them 
under  the  present  Tariff  of  2^  per  cent.  That 
refers  to  Java  only.  The  wood  is  teak,  which 
is  very  cheap,  and  a  very  high  class  of  wood. 
I  also  explained  to  the  Commisuoo  that  during 
my  last  visit  to  Java  I  met  an  Australian  mer- 
chant there,  who  was  on  the  spot  preparing  to 
introduce  the  furniture  here.  . 

Mr.  Johnson. — Last  year  £2^  worth 
was  imported  from  Java. ' 
Mr.  COON.— He  continues— 

T  also  told  the  Commission,  in  answer  to  a 
question,  that  if  I  were  not  engaged  ~at  the  pre- 


sent time,  and  I  thought  the  Australian  Tariff 
would  not  be  raised,  I  myself  would  enter  into 
the  business  of  importing  furniture  from  Java. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Does  the  bonmable  mem- 
ber think  that  the  importation  of  £24 
worth  of  furniture  frcon  Java  is  a  serious 
question  to  talk  about? 

Mr.  COON. — It  is  not  a  question  of 
what  is  coming  in,  but  of  what  may  come 
in.  We  are  legislating  not  for  to-daj  but 
for  the  future.  This  witness  also  said  that 
he  had  seen  women  with  children  on  their 
backs  engaged  in  loading  ships.  If  we 
could  get  &s  duty  imposed  it  would  give 
employment  to  hundr«ls  of  men.  The 
machinery  has  been  ordered,  and  is  00  its 
way  to  the  Commmiwealth  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a  large  quantity  of  this  furni- 
ture. I  hope  that  honorable  members  will 
give  favorable  consideration  to  the  testi- 
mony of  an  independent  witness  who  is 
not  a  Victorian  or  a  New  South  Wales  man, 
nor  interested  in  a  factory.  I  trust  that 
they  will  give  to  this  industry  the  protec- 
tion it  is  entitled  to  receive. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare)  [8.8]. 
— I  think  that  the  suggestion  of  the  hwior- 
abie  member  for  Coolgardie  to  exempt  fur- 
niture for  hospitals  and  charitable  institu- 
tions is  wcvthy  of  consideration,  but  my 
difficulty  is  to  devise  some  means  by  which 
it  can  reasonably  be  dcme. 

Mr.  Mahon.— The  Government  them- 
selves do  so  in  the  Tariff. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— If  the  Go- 
vernment are  able  to  do  that  I  am  pre- 
pared to  support  the  hcmorable  member  in 
that  regard.  We  are  rww  dealing  with 
a  line  of  articles  which  practically  enter 
into  every  h(»ne  which  has  any  pretensions 
to  detsncy  and  civilization.  This  duty  if 
imposed  will  fall  upon  a  very  large  sec- 
tion of  the  commtmitv.  Under  this  Tari£f 
the  power  classes  who  are  compelled  by 
their  needs  to  buy  the  cheaper  lines  of 
furniture  will  have  to  contribute  to  a 
larger  extent  towards  the  revenue.  The 
proposed  minimum  duty  of  7s.  6d.  per 
chair  means  that  a  number  of  the  more 
expensive  chairs  will  probably  cost  twice 
as  much  as  they  do.  But  a  large  per- 
centage of  the  chairs  which  are  used  by 
the  working  people  do  not  cost  much  more 
than  about  half  that  simi.  It  means  that 
the  burden  of  this  taxaticHi  will  fall  upon 
those  who  are  least  able  to  bear  it,  and 
who  should  receive  some  consideration  at 
our  hands.  The  honorable ^memkef  for 
Bendigo  has  infoAiSg^W^efajy^  how 
these  high  duties  came  to  be  proposed. 
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Some  witnesses  went  before  the  Tariif 
Commission,  and  raised  the  Asiatic  bc^. 
They  said  that  Australia  was  suffering 
from  or  threatened  with  cnnpetition  from 
the  East  of  such  a  character  that  the  im^ 
position  of  h^h  duties  was  absc^utely  es- 
sential to  maintain  the  Australian  in- 
dustry. The  position  was  stated  as 
one  Chinaman  making  one  chair  per 
day  at  a  wage  of  4d.  ccMnpeting  with 
a  white  man  making  one  chair  per  day 
at  6s.  It  was  asked,  was  it  possible  under 
those  conditions  for  white  people  to  com- 
pete with  importati<ms  from  the  East.  The 
honorable  member  did  not  state  the  extent 
of  the  competition  or  quote  the  figures  de- 
rived from  the  Customs  r^ms.  I  hold 
in  my  hand  a  rettmi  prepared  by  the 
Commonwealth  Statistician  and  giving  the 
figures  for  last  year. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. —Is  it  customary  to 
pay  6s.  for  the  making  of  a-  chair  valued 
at  3s.  6d.  ? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— After  this 
Tariff  has  passed  through  the  House,  I  am 
very  much  afraid  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber will  have  to  pay  that.  According  to 
this  return,  which  covers  all  descriptions 
<5f  furniture,  the  total  importaticms  for 
1906  amounted  to  ^^244, 355-  Only  about 
j^i4,572  worth  came  from  the  East, 
namely,  ;^^8.577  from  Hong  Kong,  ^1,146 
from  the  Straits  Settlements,  j^B-jB  frc»n 
China,  and  j£^$,97i  worth  from  Japan. 
The  new  bogey  which  has  been  raised  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Batman — Java — 
IS  not  mentioned  in  the  return. 

Mr;  Johnson. — Yes ;  it  shows  that  in 
1906  we  imported  j£24  worth  from  Java. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  had  not 
noticed  the  figures  for  Java.  At  any  rate, 
that  is  an  Itaa  which  the  CcMumonwealth 
can  very  well  disregard.  In  1906  ;£2i9,ooo 
or  ;^220,ooo  w<»th  of  this  furniture  was 
imported  fnxn  European  countries,  Great 
Britain  sending  ;^io2,ooo  worth,  and 
Germany  _^63,ooo  worth;  while  from  the 
United  States  we  imported  ;^46, 000  worth. 
That  is  a  complete  reply,  I  think,  to  the 
scare  which  was  raised  before  the  Tariff 
Commission,  and  which  may  be  raised 
here  as  to  the  CMnpetiticm  frcwn  eastern 
countries.  I  remind  the  Committee  that 
the  competition  is  in  a  line  of  articles 
which  do  not  enter  verv  largely  into  general 
use.  It  relates  chiefly  to  cane  and  wicker- 
work  diairs,  settees,  and  articles  of  that 
description  which  are  not  used  for  the 
general  purposes  to  which  the  kinds  of 
furniture  under  consideration  are  adapted. 


The  chair  which  is  more  ccxnmonly  used 
now  is  a  bentwood  diair  known  as  the 
Austrian  chair,  but  not  necessarily  made 
in  that  country-.  It  is  practically  the  wily 
description  of  chair  which  is  suitable  to 
the  varying  temperatures  which  obtain  in 
the  Commonwealth.  To  place  a  duty  of 
7s.  6d.  on  a  chair  of  that  class  is  simplv 
to  prohibit  its  use,  and  to  inflict  a  great 
burden  on  a  large  sectiai  of  the  citizens. 
The  amendment  foreshadowed  by  the 
Treasurer  is  certainly  an  improvement  on 
the  item  as  it  stands^  and  will,  I  hope,  be 
adopted.  I  trust  tnat  a  very  reasonable 
reducticm  will  be  made,  and  that  the 
specific  dutv  will  be  replaced  by  an  ad 
valorem  duty,  because  the  former  places 
a  very  heavy  burden  on  those  who  are 
compelled  to  buy  the  cheaper  descriptions 
of  chairs. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [8.14].— I  regret 
that  the  Government  have  seen  fit  to  amend 
(heir  proposals,  and  to  place  a  number 
of  items  together.  I  understand  that  the 
Treasurer  has  proposed  to  put  all  furni- 
ture and  all  settees,  lounges,  and  chairs 
under  one  heading. 

Mr.  Storreh. — He  has  not  done  that. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— That,  I  believe,  is  the 
proposal  which  the  Treasurer  made  be- 
fore the  adjournment  for  dinner — "  Furni- 
ture n.e.i." 

Mr.  Storrer. — No ;  he  is  going  to  move 
in  respect  of  settees,  lounges,  and  chairs 
separatelv. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— When  we  come  to  those 
items  no  doubt  the  Minister  will  have  them 
struck  out 

Mr.  Storber. — No;  they  will  be  put 
on  the  same  footing  as  other  furniture. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— What  is  the  difference? 
They  might  just  as  well  be  allowed  to 
stand  as  they  appear  in  the  schedule. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— Does  the  honorable 
member  flatter  himself  for  a  moment  that 
he  can  get  more  duty  put  on  chairs  than 
on  anything  else? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  intend  to  put  the  case 
for  chairs  before  the  Committee,  and  to 
show  that  thev  differ  from  other  furniture 
on  account  of  the  cost  of  packing.  Some 
honorable  members  have  spoken  about  the 
poor  shopkeepers  who  have  had  thousands 
of  cases  of  chairs  kept  in  bond.  Now,  if  a 
shopkeeper  is  in  such  a  position  as  to  have 
thousands  of  cases  of  chairs  consigned  to 
him,  he  is  by  no  means  a  poor  man.  There 
are  four  dozen  chairs  in  each  case. 
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Mr.  TUDOR. — Ordinary  Vienna  bent- 
wood  chairs  and  American  chairs. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  — Not  bentwood 
chairs,  surely? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Yes;  they  are  taken  to 
pieces  and  packed  for  export.  They  take 
up  less  than  one- fourth  the  amount  of 
space  that  ordinary  furniture  does,  so  that 
the  cost  of  freight  would  only  be  one- 
fourth  as  much. 

Mr.  Stoerer. — Furniture  is  knocked 
down  for  packing,  too. 

Mr,  TUDOR.— But  it  cannot  be  taken 
to  pieces  and  packed  so  closely  as  chairs 
can  be. 

Mr.  Storrer.— Yes ;  it  can  be  packed 
in  a  much  smaller  space 

Mr.  TUDOR.— There  af-e  four  dozen 
chairs  in  i6  cubic  feet  of  space.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Batman  stated  yester- 
day that  goods  had  been  brought  out  to 
Australia  at  a  cost  of  5s.  pep  cubic  ton. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  a  ship  which  arrived 
in  Melbourne  last  week  brought  out  goods 
that  were  consumed  in  the  fire  on  Saturday 
night  at  less  than  5s.  per  ton  measurement. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — What  vessel? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  Metropolis.  She  is 
the  last,  I  believe,  of  the  cheap-freight 
vessels,  because  the  shipping  companies 
have  arrived  at  an  arrangement  amongst 
themselves,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
freight  will  go  up. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — ^Where  did 
the  goods  come  from? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  do  not  know;  but 
freight  went  down  below  5s.  per  ton  mea- 
surement recently.  Goods  were  brought 
out  at  that  figure,  not  only  to  Melbourne, 
but  also  to  Sydney.  There  is  no  trade  in 
which  labour  represents  so  large  a  propor- 
tion to  the  vaJue  of  the  article  as  it  does 
in  regard  to  furniture.  If  we  take  the 
timber  as  it  stands  in  the  forest,,  and  con- 
sider the  amount  of  labour  expended  upon 
it  before  it  takes  its  place  as  furniture  in 
the  homes  of  the  rich  or  of  the  poor,  or  m 
the  hospital,  we  shall  find  that  the  labour 
in  some  cases  represents  95  per  cent,  of  the 
value  of  the  article. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Does  not  that  apply  to 
everything  ? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  proportion  is^  not 
nearlv  so  preat  in  other  lines  as  it  is  in 
rec^ard  to  furniture. 

'"Mr.  Hughes. — Take  the  iron  line. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — Take  the  honorable 
member's  suit  of  clothes.  From  the  raw 
wool  to  the  suit  of  clothes,  the  labour  cost 
loes  not  represent  anything  near  the  same 


percentage  as  the  proportion  of  labour  in- 
volved in  furniture,  from  the  timber  to  the 
finished  article,  although  wool  is  a  more 
valuable  product  to  start  with  than  timber 
is.  I  regret  that  the  Government  have  not 
seen  fit  to  adhere  to  their  <xriginal  proposal. 
The  Tariff  Commission  went  carefully  into 
this  matter,  and  the  Chairman  has  told  us 
that  the  chairs  they  had  in  mind  in  mak- 
ing their  reoonmiendation  fOT  a  duty  of  7s- 
6d.  per  chair  were  the  cheap  diairs 
that  are  imported  into  this  country 
from  places  like  China  and  Japan. 
Speaking  of  furniture  generally,  honorable 
members  who  have  taken  the  troupe  to 
look  into  the  figures,  will  have  observed 
that  the  imports  have  increased  during  the 
last  three  years.  In  1904,  the  imports 
were  valued  at  ;£i8i,62o;  in  1905,  they 
went  up  to  ;£20i,284;  and  in  Zj^,  to 
^212,526.  It  may  be  said  that  there  has 
been  an  increase  in  'local  manufacture,  birt 
I  think  we  are  entitled  to  have  the  whole 
of  this  trade  for  the  benefit  of  Australian 
workmen.  I  believe  that  Australians  have 
a  greater  right  to  share  in  the  prosperity  of 
this  country  than  any  foreigner  has,  no 
matter  where  he  may  be  domiciled. 

Mr.  Hughes. — The  honorable  membo- 
wants  trade  for  Ah  Wcmg  of  Little  Bourke- 
street 

Mr.  TUDOR.— No;  I  have  always  been 
in  favour  of  securing  the  trade  ttx  the 
white  workman.  There  is  not  to-dav.  and 
there  has  not  Lecij  a  Chinaman  employed 
in  the  only  chair  factory  in  Melbourne, 
which,  I  am  given  to  understand,  is  the 
only  chair  factory  pure  and  simple  in  the 
Commonwealth.  Of  course,  any  cabinet- 
maker can  make  a  chair,  but  not  at  a  price 
to  ccKnpete  with  articles  imported  at  very 
low  figures.  An  invoice  has  been  handed 
to  me  by  the  h(Xiorable  member  for  Bat- 
man, which  shows  the  low  price  of  imported 
chairs.  Messrs.  A.  Dunn's  chairs,  imi- 
tation walnut,  imitation  rosewood,  imitation 
mahogany,  and  imitatton  antique  oak,  are 
sold  at  £i  IIS.  3d.  per  dodsen  f.o.bi,  New 
York.  Chairs  in  natwal  oak,  antique  ooJc 
and  English  oak,  are  sold  at  £,\  15s.  5d. 
per  dozen  f.o.b.,  New  York.  I  admit  that 
the  duty  proposed  on  chairs  is  probablv  the 
highest  duty  in  the  Tariff.  But  that  does 
not  frig:hten  me. 

Mr.  Hughes. — I  suppose  the  honorable 
member  has  bought  all  the  chairs  he  wants? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  think  not.  Even  in 
such  a  well-kept  family  as  the  honorable 
member  has,  the  children /wiU^p^pjipjipnallv 
break  the  funrituftS'^'^^^i&i 
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myself,  and  I  do  not  think  I  have  all  the 
<diair5  that  I  shall  require  if  I  live  much 
longer,  as  I  have  no  doubt  that  my  children 
will  break  chairs.  Referring  to  the  imports 
from  foreign  countries,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber ffx  Lang  endeavoured  to  ridicule  the 
amount  of  furniture  imported  from  Java- 
Mr.  Johnson. — I  referred  to  the  statis- 
tical returns  for  last  year. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  have  the  same  returns 
before  me.  They  show  that  the  value  of 
the  impCHts  fr<Mn  Germany  was  J[^^^,i6o. 

Mr.  Johnson. — ^Tbe  honorable  member 
for  Batman  was  complaining  about  Java. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  value  of  the  im- 
ports from  Japan  ^vas  j^i  4, 1 94 }  and 
from  China,  ^1A^9-  We  can,  at  any 
rate,  deal  with  the  Chinaman  whcon 
we  have  in  this  country ;  but  we  can- 
not deal  with  the  Chinaman  in  China. 
We  have  no  control  over  the  conditions 
tinder  which  be  lives  and  works.  In  Vic- 
toria, we  have  endeavoured,  by  means  of 
our  Factories  Act,  to  insure  that  the  China- 
man shall  receive  the  same  wages  as  are 
paid  to  Europeans.  According  to  their 
employers,  they  receive  more ;  although  I 
and  many  others,  especial  Iv  those  in  the 
trade,  doubt  this. 

Mr.  Johnson.— The  honorable  member 
for  Batman  said  that  the  ccxiqietiticHi  whidi 
we  have  to  fear  is  the  Javanese. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  say  nothing  about  that, 
because  the  Javanese  competition  does  not 
appear  to  be  very  great  according  to  these 
figures.  From  Great  Britain  we  imported 
j£^6o,ooo  worth,  and  from  Austria  ;^i6,ooo 
worth,  of  the  total  of  ,^212,000  worth  of 
furniture,  and  I  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  by  far  the  greater  proporticm  of 
that  furniture  oould  be  made  here. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Is  it  sent  here  for  no- 
thing, or  do  we  send  anything  of  ours  in 
return  ? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Aooording  to  the  export 
returns  for  last  year  we  sent  away  a  great 
deal  more  than  we  got  in  return.  We  do 
not  recrive  in  return  the  ftiU  amount  of  the 
goods  that  we  send  out.  I  hope  the 
Gonunittee  will  agree  to  the  duties  on 
general  furniture  proposed  by  the  Govern- 
ment— ^40  per  cent,  and  30  per  cent.  If 
I  could  get  a  maioritv  to  vote  wkh  me,  I 
would  support  a  duty  of  40  per  cent,  all 
round.  I  have  never  said  that  I  was  going 
for  preferential  trade;  or,  rather,  T  would 
vote  for  preferential  trade  in  precisely  the 
same  way  as  free-traders  da   They  vote 


for  preferential  trade  to  redix«  duties,  and 
I  will  vote  for  preferential  trade  if  by  so 
doing  I  can  increase  them.  If  I  can  only 
get  a  cc»nparatively  small  duty  against 
Great  Britain,  and  a  targe  duty  against 
other  countries,  I  am  to  that  extent  a  pre- 
ferential trader.  But  I  did  not  try  to  get 
elected  on  the  preferential  trade  tidtet. 
Mv  attitude  is  perfectly  clear  on  that  sub- 
jert. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Is  not  Great  Britain  the 
"dear  old  Motherland"? 

Mr.  TUDOR. — I  have  nothmg  to  say 
against  the  Mother  Country.  I  had  as 
good  a  time  when  I  was  there  as  most  Aus- 
tralians have.  But  we  are  now  oMisidering 
the  interests  of  Australia.  I  trust  the 
Committee  will  recollect  that  by  far  the 
larger  part  of  the  cost  erf  furniture  goes  in 
labour,  and,  further,  that  it  is  a  highly 
skilled  trade,  and  that  in  that  respect  it  is 
a  more  important  industry  than  any  other. 
It  is  true  that  the  furniture  trade  in  this 
State  is  to-day  practically  monopolized  by 
the  Chinese.  If  I  had  my  way  I  would 
impose  a  heavy  Excise  dutv  against  them. 
If  we  could  impose  an  Excise  on  Chinese 
furniture,  as  we  have  done  against  black- 
labour  sugar,  I  would  heartily  welcome 
such  a  proposal. 

Mr.  Batcheloh. — It  is  unnecessary,  if 
the  trade  is  worked  under  a  sufficient  award 
of  the  Arbitration  Court. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  diflSculty  is  to  en- 
force a  Wages  Board  determination,  or  an 
Arbitration  Court  award,  in  the  case  of 
Chinamen.  No  matter  how  fair  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Jxidge  may  be,  if  the  employer 
and  employ^  like  to  act  in  collusicHt  the 
award  can  be  broken  down.  That  is  what 
I  fear  is  being  done  in  regard  to  the  furni- 
ture trade.  About  500  Chinese  are  em- 
ployed in  the  furniture  industry  in  Victoria. 
We  have  been  told  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dalley,  in  one  of  his  lectures,  that 
we  should  not  out^de  the  reports  of  the 
Tariff  Commission  for  our  infMmation. 

Mr.  WiLKS.— Well,  read  the  blue  book. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  intend  to  read  from 
the  red  book;  the  honorable  member  can 
afterwards  read  from  the  blue  book,  if  he 
desires  to  do  so.  This  is  some  of  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Archibald  D(^>son,  the  secre- 
tary to  the  United  Furniture  Trades 
Society,  Melbourne — 

Eighty  per  cent,  of  the  furniture  imported 

cruM  be  made   in  the  CommoDwealtb.  The 

furniture  that  cannot  be  D^e-JpcaUfc^is  bent 

„ood.  Digitized  by^VKj^Tv: 
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Mr.  Batchelor. — That  is  not  quite  cor- 
rect, because  a  plant  has  been  put  down  fot 
the  manufacture  of  sudi  furniture. 

Mr.  TUDOR— Yes.  A  firm  in  Mel- 
bourne has  g«ie  to  the  expense  of  ordering 
machinery  which  will  be  useless  unless  a 
high  duty  is  placed  oa  chairs. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Are  we  to  sa\-c 
rash  speculators? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  members  of  the  firm 
knew  that  the  Tariff  Commission  had  re- 
commended a  duty  of  7s.  6d.  each  on 
chairs,  that  the  Government  were  pledged 
to  protection,  and  that  in  addition  to  the 
Ministerial  supporters,  many  of  the  honor- 
able members  sitting  cm  the  Opposition 
comer  benches  were  elected  to  suppcxt  effec- 
tive protection.    Mr.  Dobscwi  continued — 

The  furniture  that  cannot  be  made  locailv  <* 
bent  work,  though  chairs  are  produced  in  Aus- 
tralia that  lake  the  place  of  bent  wood  chairs 
to  a  great  extent.  One  of  the  greatest  troubles 
i«  the  Chinese  competition.  This,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  imports,  leaves  very  little  for  the 
white  cabinetmakeiit  in  Australia  to  do.  There 
are  factories  in  Melbourne  which  used  to  employ 
numbers  of  men  in  making  furniture.  But  which 
employ  none  now.  In  New  South  Wales  the 
trade  has  been  saved  somewhat  by  the  piano 
factory  being  established.  A  great  number  of 
furniture  makers  are  now  employed  at  that 
work.  They  wanted  more  duty  end  fewer 
Chinese. 

Air.  Frazer. — ^What  does  Mr.  Dobson 
know  about  the  cwiditions  of  employment 

in  Sydney? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Mr.  Dobson  has  made 
many  journeys  to  Sydney  during  the  last 
few  years,  and  as  secretary  to  a  federated 
society  knows  the  conditions  that  obtain  in 
both  Sydney  and  Melbourne.  Melbourne 
workers  often  go  to  Sydney  to  obtain  em- 
ployment, while  many  Sydney  workers  are 
to  be  found  in  Melbourne.  It  has  been 
stated  in  this  chamber  that  high  duties  tend 
to  increase  prices,  but,  according  to  a  wit- 
ness before  the  Tariff  Commission — 

Prices  have  decreased  under  increased  protec- 
tion. Under  a  15  per  cent,  duty  the  price  for 
a  five-drawer  cedar  chest  was  17s.  6d. ;  under 
a  25  per  cent,  duty  the  increased  output  enabled 
them  to  sell  the  same  article  at  £3  los.  A 
seven-drawer  chest,  formerly  sold  at  £^  17s.  6d., 
afterwards  sold  at  /a  its. ;  and  an  eight-drawer 
serpentuie  Scotch  cnest,  sold  then  at  £t)  un- 
polished, is  now  £6. 

That  is  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Mathias,  of 
South  Australia. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Apparently,  if  we  make 
the  duty  high  enough,  furniture  will  be 
given  away. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— It  was  also  stated  that— 

A  certain  imported  overmantel  is  quoted  at 
S«.  6d.,  or  in  balf-doeeni  at  8s.     To  produce 


that  locally  it  would  cost  5%.  6d.  for  labour,  8s. 
for  Rlass,  and  4s.  or  ^s.  for  timber.  Mantels 
and  overmantels  vary  in  price.  A  mantelpiece 
is  sold  as  low  as  7s.  6d.,  and  an  orermante]  at 
the  same  rate — or  151.  for  the  complete  article. 

Some  honorable  members  have  contended 
that  hospitals  should  get  their  furniture 
free;  but  hospitals,  and  all  public  institu- 
tiras,  which  are  supported  by  Government 
money,  should  pay  duty  on  imported  furni- 
ture, just  as  private  persons  must  do. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Such  duties  are  a  tax  oa 
the  suffering  and  sick. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— t  trust  that  the  Com- 
mittee will  inxpose  a  sufficiently  high  duty 
on  furniture  to  increase  the  employment 
available  to  the  men  engaged  in  the  chair- 
making  and  general  furniture  trade,  so  that 
the  industry  will  be  more  pit^table  to  the 
workers  engaged  in  it  in  the  future  than 
it  has  been  in  the  pa^t. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [8.36].— The  hon- 
orable member  for  Yarra  has  spoken  with 
great  vigour,  as  he  always  does,  in  favour 
of  hi^h  duties  on  furniture.  He  might  ap- 
propriately have  said,  in  the  language  of 
Macbeth — "  This  line  '  will  chair  me  ever, 
or  disseat  me  now.'  "  Alth<xigh  he  asks 
for  more  protection  to  the  furniture  trade, 
I  have  evidence  that  in  South  Australia 
that  trade  is  in  a  very  flourishing  condition. 
He  has  read  Mr.  Mathias'  evidoice,  and  I 
would  jurept  Mr.  Mathias'  statraients, 
even  if  they  were  not  sworn,  because  I 
know  his  character  and  ability.  He  is 
managing  a  factory  which  was  started  under 
him  a  few  years  ago,  about  3  miles  from 
Adelaide,  and  did  so  well  under  the  old 
Tariff  that  it  can  scarcely  cope  with  its 
orders.  It  turns  out  a  tip-top  article,  with 
the  result  that  its  output  has  increased  enor- 
mously, and  I  believe  that  Mr.  Mathias 
would  be  able  to  find  work  for  50  or 
100  hands  to-morrow,  at  high  wages,  if  the 
hcmorable  member  for  Yarra  could  supply 
them  to  him. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — He  could  take  on 
fiftv  men. 

Mr.  GLYNX.— r  speak  from  know- 
ledge. I  do  not  think  that  he  wishes 
for  a  higher  dtity  than  25  per  cent.  The 
factory  to  which  I  allude  has  been  success- 
ful from  every  point  of  view,  and  this 
afternoon  I  received  a  letter  in  regard  to 
the  condition  of  the  fumtture-makmg  in- 
dustry in  South  Australia,  in  which  the 
writer  says — 

Referring  to  the  policy  of  a  high  Tariff  upon 
chairs  and  upon  furniture  generally,  the  trade  de- 
sires to  point  out  thai  the  equipnnent  of  the  manu- 
facturing trade,  thouch.  UrfeTMiKiiumlunne.  is 
quite  unsuitable    t(P^l^ik!l^FPltf^^&  the 
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supply  of  locally-mad«  goods.  In  men  alone, 
the  trade  is  most  seriously  deficient,  and  every 
State  is  competint;  with  every  other,  almost  un- 
successfully, to  obtain  men.  In  an  instance  of 
which  I  have  personal  knowledge,  the  largest 
manufacturer  in  Adelaide  has  had  an  order  for 
twcnty.four  dozen  chairs  of  one  pattern  for  over 
five  weeks,  nnd  has  only  succeeded,  after  seri- 
ous delay,  in  delivering  half-a-dozen,  and  sub< 
sequently  a  few  more,  whilst  there  is  no  pros- 
pect, in  sight  of  obtaining  sufficient  for  pressing 
needs.  'lliis  kind  of  difficulty  h.is  been  chrome 
for  over  twelve  months  with  regard  also  to  all 
furniture. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  believe  that  it  does 
not  pay  to  manufacture  in  Australia  chairs 
of  the  kind  upon  which  a  duty  of  7s.  6d. 
each  has  been  imposed.  Such  chairs  will 
not  be  made  here  for  many  years  to  come ; 
one  of  the  reasons  being  that,,  with 
skilled  labour  so  scarce,  it  is  more 
profitable  to  employ  men  in  making  better- 
class  furniture.  There  is  a  great  disparity 
between  the  wages  paid  in  Austria  and 
America,  from  which  countries  most  of 
these  chairs  come — or  in  Japan — from 
which  there  is  a  small  importaticm — and 
those  paid  in  Australia.  It  6oes  not  pay 
the  Australian  manufacturers  who  have  a 
business  in  better-class  furnituie  to  make 
chairs  which  are  exported  for  as.  iid. 
cadi. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  cheapest 
chairs  come  from  America. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— Ten  firms  have  quoted 
the  f.o.b.  price  to  me  as  2s.  iid.  each. 
As  regards  the  proposed  duty  of  7s.  fid. 
each,  I  will,  quote  the  figures  of  two  in- 
voices, which  show  how  unfair  it  is.  The 
value  of  twenty-seven  chairs  imported  was 
jQj  7s.  pd.,  on  which  the  old  duty  would 
have  been  j£i  2s.  sd..  but  on  which  the  new 
duty  will  come  to  j£io  2$.  6d.  On  888 
other  chairs,  valued  at  jQiS^  85.,  the  old 
duty  of  20  per  cent,  would  have  been 
'j£42  2S.,  whilst  the  new  duty  of  7s.  fid. 
each  will  be  ^£333.  Should  such  a  duty  as 
that  be  allowed  to  remain?  My  opinion 
is  that  the  furniture  trade,  which  is  a 
flourishing  one,  would  be  fairly  treated  if 
an  all  round  duty  of  25  per  cent,  were  im- 
posed. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK-  (Parramatta) 
[8.43]. — There  are  one  or  two  figures  which 
I  slxxild  like  to  put  before  the  CtMoamittee. 
The  more  I  see  of  the  reports  signed  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Tariff  Commission,  the 
more  surprised  I  am  at  the  manner  in  which 
they  hai'e  been  framed  in  respect  to  the 
evidence  upon  which  they  have  been  based. 
To-dav  we  were  informed  that  one  witness 
told  the  Commission  that  Australian  manu- 
facturers could  not  compete  against  im- 
portations from  China  and  Japan;  that  in 


China,  men  got  4d.  for  making  a  chair, 
while  here  they  would  get  6s.    That  state- 
ment was,  on  the  face  of  it,  absuiti.  Who 
would  pay  6s.  for  the  making  of  a  chair 
which  could  not  be  sold  in  the  open  market 
for  more  than  35.  fid.?    Such  statements 
carry  theHi  own  refutation.    Yet  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Tariff  Commission  has  built  up 
his  reports  on  them,  and  has  made  than  the 
ground  for  recomm«iding    high  duties. 
There  is  very  little  furniture  imported  from 
the  countries  I  have  named,  only  /^B,ooo 
worth  coming  frMn  China;  and  ;^i4,ooo 
worth  from  Japan,  or  ^^22,000  worth  al- 
together   from    the    East ;    while  from 
Great  Britain,  Canada,  and   the  United 
States  we  get  ;^i2o,ooo  worth  Clearly, 
there  again   we   have   to   fear   not  the 
cheap   pauper    labour,   but   the  highly- 
paid,  intelligent  labcxir  of  the  world.  "Diat 
is  the  Pause  of  our  trouble,  if  trouble  there 
he.     We  import  about      12.000  worth  of 
furniture  per  annum.      I   find   from  the 
Staiistka!  Year-Book  that  .is  far  back  as 
1904  we  had  engaged  in  this  industry  in 
Australia  5,000  male  hands,  in  addition  to 
almut  428  females.      I  presume  that  the 
number  h.ns  since  greativ  increased ;  but  for 
the  purposes  of  our  argimient  let  us  assume 
that  there  are  only  5,000  male  hands  en- 
giged  in  the  industry  to-day.     I  have  just  , 
made  some  inquiries  from  a  practical  man 
in  the  chamber,  who  tells  me  that  it  is  safe 
to  say  that  the  total  market  value  of  the 
furniture  turned  out  in  twelve  months  by  a 
fair   aver.nge   furniture-maker   is   at  least 
£,%oo.      That  l>eing  so,  and  assuming  that 
these  5,000  men  are  fully  employed,  we  are 
annually   manufacturing  furniture  of  the 
value  of  ^^2, 500,000.      That  is  reallv  an 
under-estimate,  for  even  in  1904  there  were, 
a«i   i   have  said,   5,000  males  and  428 
females  engaged  in  the  industry.     We  im- 
port al)Out  ;£i  worth  for  e^-ery  £^\i  los. 
worth  of  furniture  that  we  make  in  Aus- 
tralia; in  Other  words,  our  total  importa- 
tions to-day  represents  only  about  8  per 
cent,  or  9  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  the  fur- 
niture that  is  locally  made.      Does  that 
show  that  we  cannot  hold  up  our  heads 
under  the  old  duties?     Does  it  show  that 
the  industry  is  strangled?      On  the  con- 
trary, it  clearly  and  unmistakably  indicates 
that  we  are  able  to-dav  to  compete  with  the 
rest  of  the  world — that  the  industrv  is 
flourishing,  and  that  we  do  not  need  the  im- 
position which  the  Treasurer,  actin?  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  protectionist  sfTtion 
of  the  Tariff  Commission,  has  seen  fit  to 
propose.^     I  wonder  whv  the  Chairman  of 
the  Tariff  Commission  has  not  been  able  ' 
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give  us  some  of  the  inionnation  that  I  have 
just  furnished  to  the  Committee,  and  which 
any  honorable  member  could  obtain  by  re- 
ferring to  Co^hlan.  I  fail  to  understand 
why  we  have  been  paying  thousands  of 
pounds  to  enable  the  Commission  to  make 
investigations  when,  by  reference  to 
Coghlan,  we  can  obtain  better  informatiwi 
than  it  furnishes.  The  honorable  member 
for  Bendigo  must  be  playing  with  the  Com- 
mittee when  he  declines*  to  ^ii'e  us  any  in- 
formation except  itom  one  interested  indi- 
vidual who  says  that  he  cannot  carry  on, 
and  tliat  if  we  do  not  put  a  stop  to  Chinese 
labour  he  will  have  to  go  under.  The 
figures  I  have  quoted  show  that  it  is  the 
Ciiinaman  in  Australia  and  not  the  China- 
man abroad  that  is  hurting  us.  Does  the 
honorable  member  for  Yarra  expect  me.  as 
a  selt-respecting  decent  white  man,  to  de- 
cline to  take  the  furniture  made  by  men  of 
my  own  kith  and  kin  in  order  to  find  work 
for  Chinamen  in  Melbourne?  Before  he 
asks  iot  these  prohibitive  duties  he  ought 
to.  tell  us  what  he  is  going  to  do  with 
the  Chinese  in  the  furniture  trade  in  Aus- 
tralia. He  is  frank  enough  to  tell  us  that 
the  furniture  industry  here  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  Chinese,  and  yet  he  is  clamourii^  for 
prohibitive  duties  in  order  to  protect  them 
against  our  own  kith  and  kin  at  Home. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — What  about  the  white 
men  engaged  in  the  industry  in  South  Aus- 
tralia? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— So  far  as  I  am 
able  to  set.  the  white  men  in  the  furniture 
trade  of  South  Australia  are  dtnng  very 
well ;  I  have  not  heard  that  their  industry 
is  being  strangled.  The  industry  in  Syd- 
ney is  not.  Most  of  the  large  warehouses 
in  Sydney  are  making  their  own  furniture, 
and  excellent  it  is. "  On  visiting  Anthony 
Hordern's  warehouse,  one  finds  that  furni- 
ture equal  to  anything  that  the  world  can 
produce  is  being  manufactured  there.  The 
figures  I  have  quoted  show  that  under  the 
old  duty  of  20  per  cent,  furniture-malms  in 
Australia  have  found  no  difficulty  in  cmi- 
peting  with  imports  frwn  China,  Japan, 
and  the  rest  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Does  not  all  the  bamboo 
furniture  come  frtm  China? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  have  just 
quoted  the  figures. 

Mr.  CftOtJCH. — T  do  not  think  that  they 
were  fair. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Mr.  Knibbs 
shows  that  onlv  _;;^8,ooo  worth  of  furniture 
was  imnorted  last  vear  from  China, 

Sir  John  Quick. — Has   the  honorable 
mber  anv  figures  as  to  the  imports  from 
Straits  Settlements? 


Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Our  imporU 
from  the  Straits  Settlements  last  year  were 
of  the  value  of  ;^i,ioo.  Can  we  survive 
such  an  importation?  We  are  annually 
manufacturing  furniture  of  the  value  of 
j^2, 500,000,  and  ^1,100  worth  is  coming 
in  from  the  Straits  Settlements  !  I  won- 
der  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
misacKi  did  not  sink  to  the  earth  when 
he  heard  of  those  figures.  We  ought  at 
once  to  cease  passing  Tariff  enactments 
under  which  ^1,100  worth  of  furniture 
can  be  imported  from  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments ;  we  ought  to  pass  a  general  pro- 
hibition Act,  preventing  anybody  or  any- 
thing from  CMning  into  Australia.  As  to 
the  7s.  6d.  chairs,  I  do  not  think  that  we 
need  trouble  about  them.  If  I  am  any 
judge  of  the  common-sense  of  the  Com- 
mittee, they  are  doomed,  and  I  hope  that 
we  shall  not  waste  time  in  debating  that 
phase  of  the  question. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Does  the  Min- 
ister intend  to  include  them  in  this  item? 

Sir  William  LvNE.~They  will  not  be 
in  this  item  unless  I  strike  out  an  \tsm 
below. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Is  the  Trea- 
surer going  to  do  that? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
m^nber  would  save  a  great  deal  of  time 
by  telling  us  what  he  intends  to  do.  At 
any  rate,  I  invite  the  Committee  to  con- 
sider well  the  bmad  facts  of  the  situation. 
If  there  were  any  danger  of  our  furniture- 
makers  goin^  tmder,  I  should  not  object  to 
the  (rid  duties  bdng  increased.  But  they 
have  established  thonselves  in  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  all  the  statistics  I  can  find 
show  that  the^  are  prospering,  and  need 
not  fear  outside  c(xnpetition.  Tbey  are 
doing  very  well,  and  we  ought  not  to  in- 
crease the  duties. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — ^Why  should  they  not 
do  better? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— We  ought  not 
to  impose  further  duties,  because  whai  we 
have  brought  our  industrial  enterprises  into  a 
state  of  fair  competition  with  outside  indus- 
tries we  have  done,  even  from  a  protectioo- 
ist  point  of  view,  all  that  we  ought  to  do. 
If  we  do  more,  we  close  the  gates ;  we  pro- 
hibit importati<xis  of  any  kind,  and  as- 
suredlv  in  sudi  cases  our  industries  will 
not  thrive.  The  moment  it  begins  to  build 
walls  to  keep  out  the  skill,  effidency,  enter, 
prise,  and  competition  of  the  world,  a 
nation  begins  to  decay.  That  is  the  history 
of  the  world,  and  therefore  those  honorable 
members  who  talk  about  ^ective  protec- 
tion umply  mean  to  level  die  conditioQS 
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of  competition,  and  not  to  abolish  ccmipeti- 
tion  altogether. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  (Cook)  [8.56].— The 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  has  just 
told  us  that  5>ooo  males  are  engaged  in 
the  furniture  trade  of  the  CommOTiwealth, 
and  he  has  chided  the  Chairman  of  the 
Tariff  Commission  for  not  putting  before 
the  Committee  information  gleaned  in  the 
course  of  its  inquiries.  The  hcmorablf 
member,  however,  instead  of  seeking  \n- 
fcirmation  from  the  Minutes  of  Evidence 
taken  bv  the  Commission  in  1906.  has 
turned  to  Cog/dan  for  1904.  Had  he 
examined  the  reports  of  the  Commission, 
he  would  have  found  that  the  employment 
of  Europeans  in  the  furniture  trade  of 
Australia  is,  not  as  he  suggests,  increasing, 
but  is  decreasing,  and  that  the  Chinese  are 
largely  displacing  the  white  man  in  the 
industry. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — And  yet  the  hon- 
orable member  proposes  to  giant  further 
protection  to  the  Chinese. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  hope  that  the 
hcmorable  member  will  join  with  others  on 
this  side  in  th^r  efforts  to  place  some  kind 
of  an  embargo  on  the  employment  of 
coloured  men  in  this  industry,  and  to  grant 
substantial  protection  to  the  white-workers. 
At  page  404  of  volume  V.  of  the  Minutes 
of  Evidence  taken  by  the  C<Mnmission  ap- 
pears a  statement  by  the  Secretary-  of  the 
United  Furniture  Trade  Workers  of  Mel- 
bourne that- 
One  of  the  greatest  troubles  that  we  suffer 
from  ia  the  States  is,  of  Course,  the  Chinese 
diEBculty.  What  with  the  Chinese  in  the  fur< 
niture  trade,  and  the  imports,  there  is  very  little 
.left  for  the  cabinetmakeri  of  Australia  to  do. 
Id  Victoria,  I  think  the  last  returns  show  'that 
there  were  not  more  than  145  cabinetmakers 
working  in  the  whole  State  .  .  whereas 
I  am  given  to  understand  that  the  last  returns 
available  show  that  there  were  673  Chinese  work- 
ing at  furniture  in  Melbourne  alone. 

I  hope  that  the  honorable  member  for  Par- 
ramatta will  examine  this  sworn  evidence, 
which  shows  that,  according  to  the  latest 
returns  available,  there  were  672  Chinese 
engaged  in  the  furniture  trade  in  Mel- 
bourne as  against  145  white  men  so  em- 
ployed in  the  whole  State. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^And  the  honorable 
member  wishes  to  put  a  ring-fence  round 
the  Chinamen.  There  is  a  fine  lot  of 
White  Australians  on  that  side  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— We  shall  know  what 
kind  of  a  White  Australian  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  is  when  we  ask 
him  to  vote  for  an  Excise  dtitv  on  fiiini- 
ture  made  by  aliens  in  Australia,  with  the 
object  of  lessening  the  numbn  of  Chinese 


employed  in  tbe  furniture  trade.  The 
witness  from  whom  I  have  quoted  dealt 
later  on  with  the  wages  paid  to  Chinese  in 
Victcma,  and  he  said — 

"  We  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  reckoning 
the  cost  of  material  and  bo  forth,  that  the 
Chinese  are  not  getting  more  on  an  average 
than  los.  or  tis.  per  week  in  the  furniture 
trade.  We  do  not  feel  disposed  to  come  down 
to  that  standard  of  living,  and  therefore  they 
can  beat  us  every  time.  It  is  a  matter  of  im- 
possibility to  compete  affaiast  them." 

At  question  76233  the  witness  was  asked — 

"  Can  yon  lay  whether  these  Chinese  furniture 
makers  are  as  a  rule  properly -trained  trades- 
men ?" 

and  his  answer  was— 

"They  are  not.  Thev  used  to  come  here  im- 
ported in  batches.  ASot^t  nine  years  af^o  one 
Chinaman  who  could  not  nay  his  creditors  went 
away,  and  he  agreed  with  eighteen  Chinese  to 
pav  them  as.  6d,  per  week  and  their  rice.  He 
went  away  without  paying  the  half-crown  a 
week.  ■  Those  Chinese  came  out  here,  not  as 
boys,  but  as  grown-up  men,  and  they  were  put 
On  to  clean  up  stuff.  Chinese  are  very  good 
copyists.  They  do  not  work  from  drawings  or 
designs,  but  from  the  finished  article  in  front 
of  them." 

We  often  hear  statements  made  about  the 
States  Parliaments  introducing  legislation 
to  check  the  employment  of  Chinese  in  fac- 
t<»ies.  In  answer  to  question  76177  this 
witness  admitted  tHat  the  Chinese  had  an 
unlimited  right  to  work  at  the  furniture 
trade  in  Victoria,  and  I  am  in  a  position 
to  say  that  they  have  the  same  right  in 
New  South  Wales.  Mr.  Dobson  is  an  ex- 
pert in  the  furniture  trade,  and  understands 
Its  conditions  in  all  of  the  States.  In  an- 
other part  of  his  evidence  he  made  this 
startling  statera^  in  reference  to  Vic- 
toria— 

"  We  should  also  be  Rlad  if  rome  rerommen- 
dation  could  be  made  in  coanexion  with  the 
Chinese  difficulty.  The  Chinese,  as  t  have  ex- 
plained, hftve  got  the  furniture  trade  of  Victoria 
in  their  own  bands.  In  New  South  Wales  they 
h.ive  it  nearly  in  their  own  hands;  and  in  West- 
ern Australia,  not  only  have  they  gone  into  thi* 
manufacturing  part  of  the  business,  but  they 
are  doing  the  retail  trade  as  well.  Thev  hivi- 
their  warehouses,  and  thev  pocket  the  middle 
man's  profits  by  selling  to  the  public  direct," 

He  states  what,  in  his  opinion,  the  ultimate 
outcome  is  likely  to  be,  and  he  says — 

"If  the  Chinese  have  come  here  to  stay,  and 
nothing  can  be  done  to  stop  them,  all  I  can  sav 
is  that  the  cabinet-makiny  industry  will  ;;o  ulti- 
mately out  of  the  hands  of  white  \»orker-.  Thftc 
is  no  micstion  at  all  about  thr.t," 

I  admit  the  necessity  for  a  duty  on  furni- 
ture to  protect  our  white  workers  in  tlu! 
trade  a<,'ainst  the  cheap  Ialx)ur  of  Germany. 
China,  Japan,  Java,  and  ntlier  places  whf^re 
furniture  is  mfttvifa'"luri'ii  ww  r'ira-  I\. 
and  we  can  apply  the  new  prntoi^tion 
to   protect   the   public.     But  it  is  jusr 
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as  necessarv  that  we  should  do  some- 
thing to  protect  the  white  workers  in 
the  trade  in  Australia  from  the  unfair 
competition  of  Chinese  within  the  Commcm- 
wealth.  Coloured  labour  is  as  great  an 
evil  in  the  furniture  industry  as  it  was  in 
the  sugar  industrj-,  and  we  know  that  in 
the  past  this  Parliament  made  special 
provigi<»i  to  meet  the  disalHlities  under 
which  white  workers  in  the  sugar  industry 
have  to  labour.  I  ask  the  Minister  now  to 
say  whether  he  will  not  make  some  attempt 
to  deal  with  the  Chinese  in  the  furniture 
trade,  and  protect  the  white  men  engaged 
in  that  trade  by  means  of  an  Excise  pro- 
vision such  as  that  which  has  been  applied 
to  the  sugar  industry  and  to  the  agricul- 
tural implement  ttade.  In  dealing  with 
the  sugar  industry  this  Parliament  has  al- 
ready given  effect  to  the  principle  that  white 
workers  must  be  protected  against  coloured 
labour  in  the  cane-fields.  It  is  not  suf- 
fident  to  protect  the  white  men  employed 
in  the  furniture  trade  against  the  pioducts 
of  black  labour  outside  of  Australia.  It 
is  absolutely  imperative  that  we  should  do 
something  to  prevent  white  men  from  being 
expelled  altogether  from  the  furniture  trade 
by  the  employment  in  Australia  itself 
of  coloured  labour  in»the  industry.  The 
necessity  for  action  in  the  matter  is  shown 
by  the  statement  that  in  this  trade  there 
are  672  Chinese  employed  in  Melbourne 
alone,  as  against  145  white  men  throughout 
Victoria.  I  ask  the  Treasurer  now  to  sav 
whether  he  will  not  make  some  statement 
Dn  this  matter? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  cannot  be  always 
making  statements. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— If  there  is  a  big 
evil  in  our  midst  we  should  take  advantage 
of  every  opportunity  afforded  to  us  to  deal 
with  it.  An  opportunity  is  aiforded  now 
in  dealing  with  the  Tariff,  and  it  is  only 
at  rare  inter\'als  that  a  Tariff  is  before 
Parliament.  We  can  make  some  provision 
to  protect  white  workers  against  the  com- 
petition of  Chinese  in  this  industry  in 
Australia.  I  say  that  the  Treasurer 
should  inform  the  Ccmimittee  whether 
the  protection  to  this  industrv  for 
which  he  is  asking  is  to  be  for  the  benefit 
of  the  white  men  or  the  coloured  men  en- 
gaged in  the  industrv.  If  I  did  not  be- 
lieve that  we  might  do  something  to  secure 
the  protection  asked  for  bv  these  duties 
foe  the  white  workers  in  the  furniture  trade 
I  should  be  prenared  to  vote  free-trade  on 
these  items.  If  the  Treasurer  will  not 
make  a  statement  on  the  subject,  and  if  he 

not  oonoerned  


Sir  William  Lvne. — What  right  has  the 
honorable  member  to  say  that  I  am  not 
concerned,  when  he  knows  that  I  am  ?  He 
is  asking  me  to  interpose  something  which 
should  be  dealt  with  at  another  time.  He 
is  asking '  me  to  make  a  statement  that 
would  provoke  a  debate  quite  outside  the 
question  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— If  we  do  not  ask 
the  Treasurer  at  this  stage  for  protection 
for  the  white  man  against  the  Chinaman,  in 
this  industrv,  when  are  we  to  ask  him  for 
it? 

Mr.  Batchelor. — We  do  not  want  it. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  am  surprised  to 
hear  a  Labour  man  say  that.  From  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  men  engaged  in  the 
furniture  trade,  and  from  associating  with 
them  in  the  Trades  Halls  of  Melbourne 
•ind  Sydney,  I  say  without  fear  of  truthful 
contradiction  that  the  white  men  in  the  fur- 
niture trade  do  require  protectim  against 
the  local  Chinese.  Is  it  not  well  known 
that  they  ha\  e  Iieen  seeking  in  vain  to  secure 
that  protection  by  means  of  State  legisla- 
tion ?  They  cannot  get  the  protection  they 
desire  under  State  laws,  and  as  we  have 
the  opportunity  now  to  give  it  to  them  wv 
should  do  it.  If  we  let  this  opportunity 
pass,  we  do  not  know  when  we  shall  have 
another  opportunity  to  impose  Excise  duties 
on  Chinese  made  furniture,  which  would 
give  a  real  protectiwi  to  the  white  men  en- 
gaged in  the  industry. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  is  the  hon- 
orable member  going  to  do  aboat  it? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  am  going  to  do 
my  best  to  secure  Excise  duties  an  Chinese 
made  furniture.  I  find  that  the  Treasurer 
will  not  make  a  statement  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Harper. — Of  course  he  will  not. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  am  not  asking 
the  honorable  member  for  Memda  io  tnake 
a  statement 

Mr.  Storrer. — The  honorable  member  is 
out  of  order^  any  way. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Whoi  I  am  asked 
to  vote  for  a  duty  on  furniture  I  cannot 
be  out  of  order  in  asking  the  Treasurer 
whether  he  will  see  that  the  white  workers 
in  the  industry  obtain  the  benefit  of  the 
protection  proposed.  If  I  cannot  get  the 
information  I  desire  now,  I  suppose  I  shall 
have  to  be  content  to  get  it  later  on.  The 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  laughs, 
but  it  is  very  likely  that  when  the' lime 
comes  we  shall  not  find  him  ready  to  secure 
protection  for  white  men  engaged  in  this 

'"m^  Joseph  Cooit.^QpSS'^f  the 
honorable  member's  blank  cartridge. 
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Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  think  we  shall 
find  that  the  hmiorable  member  viMl  not  be 
ready  to  fight  the  battle  of  the  white 
workers  of  Australia.  I  hope  the  Trea- 
surer will  take  some  note  of  what  has  been 
said  in  connexion  with  the  employment  of 
Chinese  in  this  industry.  There  is  no 
phase  of  the  question  of  so  much  import- 
ance to  the  white  workers  in  the  furniture 
trade  as  that  <X)nnected  with  the  ctMnpeti- 
tion  of  Chinese  within  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Sampson. — Is  this  a  second  reading 
speech? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— A  number  of  hon- 
orable members,  and  especially  those  in  the 
ca[Htalistic  comer,  grin  when  we  talk  about 
protecting  the  white  man  against  the 
Chinese ;  but  this  is  a  most  serious  matter, 
and  I  hope  that  the  Treasurer,  when  we 
come  to  deal  ^vith  the  Excise  duties  will 
see  that  protection  is  given  to  white  men 
in  the  furniture  trade  just  as  it  has 
l)een  given  to  while  men  engaged  in  the 
sugar  industry  and  other  industries  in  the 
Commonwealth.  I  hope  that  when  the 
Tariff  is  finallv  dealt  with  it  will  be  found 
that  we  have  done  something,  not  cmly  to 
protect  this  industry  in  Australia,  but  to 
conserve  it  for  white  men. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lan^)  [9.14]  — I  did 
not  intend  to  speak  on  this  matter,  but  as 
several  supporters  of  the  Govenmient  Eave 
made  speedies  so  closely  resembling  a 
stone-wall  of  the  Tariff,  I  may  be  pardoned 
for  attempting  to  reply  to  some  of  the 
statements  that  have  been  made,  which 
are  of  such  a  nature  ihat  we  cannot  allow 
them  to  pass  without  criticism.  The  argu- 
ments advanced  by  those  of  the  Labour 
members  who  support  these  high  duties, 


show  that  their  otiIv  effect  will  be  to  give  a 
greater  monopoly  of  the  work  to  the  Chinese 
in  Australia,  particularly  in  little  Bourke- 
street  and  other  parts  of  Melbourne.  The 
ori^nal  reason  wby  the  Chinese  have  out- 
stnpped  the  Europeans  in  the  manufacture 
of  furniture  was  the  imposition  of  the  high 
Victorian  duties.  Twenty-five  years  ago, 
when  the  Chixiese  came  here,  they  were  not 
expert  cabinetmakers.  They  manufactured 
a  low  grade  of  common  cedar  chair.  When 
the  Victorian  duty  was  imposed,  the  dealers, 
owing  to  the  low  price  of  the  imp(Hted  low- 
grade  chair,  were  forced  to  go  to  the 
Chinese  for  their  supplies,  and  under  their 
tuition  the  Chinese  gradually  became  more 
expert.  At  that  time  we  had  no  Chinese 
cabinetmakers  in  Sydney,  but  as  the  Mel- 
bourne Chinese  became  experts,  they  crossed 
the  border  and  entered  into  ccHnpetition 
with  the  European  cabinetmakers  of  Syd- 
ney. Consequently,  we  in  New  South 
Wales  have  had  to  bear  the  burdtti  of  this 
Chinese  cainpetitio.i,  resulting  from  the 
high  Victorian  duty  in  the  past.  A  return 
called  for  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Kooyong  showed  that  in  New  South  Wales 
in  1 898  there  were  sixty -nine  factories,  and 
1,075  adult  males  employed;  while  in  1900 
there  were  seventy-seven  factories,  and 
1*333  adult  males  employed'  in  cabinet- 
making,  &c.  In  Victoria  in  1898  there 
were  fifty-six  factories,  and  808  adult  male 
operatives ;  while  in  1900  there  were  fifty- 
nine  factories,  and  922  adult  males  em- 
ployed. The  following  return  shows  the 
proportion  of  male  and  female  adults  and 
children  employed,  and  the  total  number 
of  operatives  in  each  State: — 
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These  figures  make  it  clear  that  un- 
der the  lower  New  South  Wales  Tariff 
there  were  more  factories,  giving  more  em- 
ployment, and  making  a  better  class  of-  fur- 
niture,  and  that  altogether  the  industry  was 
much  more  flourishing  than  it  was  in  Vk- 
under  the  higher  protective  Tariff. 
From  evidence  given  by  represoitatives  o£ 
the  Upholstery  and  Cabinetmakers'  Unions 
of  Sydney  and  Melboume,  it  would  appear 
that  the  otHnpetiticMi  of  the  Chinese  was  not 
felt  very  sev^-ely  at  that  time,  and  that  the 
wages  in  Sydney  were  higher  than  in  Mel- 
bourne before  the  trade  in  the  latter  dty 
was  put  under  Wages  Boards,  and  were 
somewhat  higher  even  for  some  time  after- 
wards. The  following  evidence  was  given 
before  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  Vic- 
torian Factories  Act,  sitting  in  Sydney,  in 
July,  1901.  Mr.  T.  H.  Thrower,  iweadwit 
of  the  Sydney  Labour  Council,  and  well 
known  in  New  South  Wales  as  a  {xominent 
trades  unionist,  said — 

Tn  the  firrniture  trade  the  work  was  mostly 
I  lone  on  the  pirce-work  system,  in  the  cabinet 
hr.inch  the  average  earnings  beinj  from  £3  ^s. 
to  £2  7s.  6d.  for  forty-eight  hours.  The  Vic- 
torian Factories  Act  had  not  drawn  any  of 
iheir  best  men  from  Sydney. 

On  the  same  occasion  Mr.  E.  W.  Cutler, 
secretary  of  the  Cabinetmakers'  Union,  of 
Sydney,  stated — 

_WaRcs  average  £2  las.  6d.  for  barelv  forty- 
eight  hours  per  week.  The  average  is  as  high 
as  in  Melboame  under  the  Wa^ei  Board  deter- 
mination. 

Mr.  A.  Dobson,  secretary  of  the  Furniture 
Operatives'  Union,  of  Melbourne,  address- 
ing the  Trades  Hall  Council,  as  reported 
in  the  Argus,  of  the  and  August,  2901, 
qtxrted  a  letter  received  from  the  secretary 
of  the  Sydney  union,  showing  wages  to  be 
higher  in  Sydney  than  in  Melbourne.  Mr. 
Dobson  added — 

Wages  of  furniture  makers  and  polishers  in 
Sydney  have  never  come  down  to  die  level  of 
those  ruling'  in  Victoria.  Men  receive  4^9.  in 
Sydney  for  work  for  which  men  ate  paid  ^^t. 
in  Melbourne. 

This  was  all  under  the  influence  of  the 
lower  duty  in  New  South  Wales,  where  the 

wages  paid  were  higher  than  those  paid  in 
Melbourne,  although  the  workers  in  the 
latter  oitv  were  supposed  to  be  getting  the 
benefit  o^  the  higher  protective  duty,  which 
was  presumablv  imposed  in  the  interests  of 
the  workers.  The  conditions  in  \fclbourne 
before  the  minimum  wage  enactment  was 
pa';<;-(i  are  shown  bv  evidence  given  bv 
'If'lL'gaf  s  of  v.Trious  trades  at  a  conference 
h*-Id  bctwfvn  the  Trades'  Hall  Council 
and  the  Anti-Sweating  I^jague.  as  reported 
Aff.  Johnion. 


in  the  Age  nth  June,  1900.  The 
wickerworkers'  delegate  stated  that  under 
the  piece-work  system  boys  were  employed 
to  do  the  work,  <Mie  factory  having  four- 
teen men,  twenty  boys,  and  three  im- 
provers. The  Chief  Inspector  of  Factories 
of  Victoria,  in  his  annual  rep(»t  for  1897, 
stated  that  adult  furniture  operatives 
earned  an  average  of  31s.  id.  per  week 
at  that  time.  A  comparison  of  prices  of 
most  of  the  furniture  is  almost  impossible, 
but  it  can  be  made  regarding  some  lines. 
Kohn's  Vienna  chairs  may  be  cited,  the 
prices  being  those  of  Messrs.  Anthony 
Hordem  and  Sons,  of  Sydney,  and  Messrs. 
Wallach  Brothers,  of  Melbourne,  before 
8th  October,  1901.  For  number  14  the 
Sydney  price  was  4s.  9d.,  and  the  Mel- 
bourne price  5s.  fid.  for  the  same  chair. 
For  nunUser  20  the  Sydney  price  was 
5s.  6d.,  and  the  Melbourne  price  6s.  5d. 
I  have  here  a  great  deal  of  statistical  in- 
formation, as  well  as  a  numbo'  of  in- 
\-(Mces,  which  I  might  quote  to  the  Com- 
mittee, but  I  do  not  want  to  occupy  too 
much  time.  I  wish  to  be  as  brief  as  I 
can,  consistently  with  giving  the  necessary 
reply  to  some  of  the  arguments  which  have 
been  advanced  on  the  other  side.  At  the 
present  time  some  of  the  best  furniture 
made  in  Melbourne  is  being  made  by 
C:hinese  workers.  I  went  with  Mr.  Lons- 
dale, who  formerly  represented  New  Eng- 
land in  this  House,  through  one  of  the 
furniture  factories  of  Melbourne.  When 
we  were  admiring  some  magnificent  speci- 
mens of  cabinet  wca-k  on  exhibitiai,  we 
were  greatly  surprised  to  learn  that  the 
furniture  which  we  most  admired,  and 
thought  to  be  high-class  European  manu- 
facture, had  been  made  by  Chinese  in 
this  city,  who  were  receiving  wages  higher 
than  those  paid  here  to  Eun^ans. 

Mr.  Bamford.— A  Chinaman  cannot 
turn  out  a  good  article. 

Mr.  JOHNSON'.— That  statement  is  net 
borne  out  by  facts  which  are  easilv  ob- 
tained in  this  city.  The  honorable 
member  is  not  in  possession  of  the 
facts  as  Mr.  Lonsdale  and  myself 
were.  I  am  speaking  from  mv  "cwn 
T>ersnnai  obsrrvation  '  of  the  '  work. 
The  manufarturers  said  to  us.  "We  do 
not  mind  telling  von  that  this  is  all 
Chinese-made  furniture,  that  we  pay  the 
higliest  wages  to  Chinese,  and  get'  the 
Ijfst  class  of  grwds  from  them ;  but  it 
would  not  do  for  us  to  tell  that  to  our 
nrilinarv  customers.  becrfuFe  there  would 
be  a  prejudice  S^W\he  furniture  on 
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that  account."  I  mention  those  facts  to 
show  that  the  ^ect  of  the  high  Victorian 
(lutv  in  the  beginning  was  to  encourage 
the  making  of  furniture  by  Chinese,  and 
to  establish  them  firmly  in  our  midst,  and 
that  the  onlv  effect  of  the  high  duty  now 
proposed  will  be  to  further  entrench  them 
in  this  trade,  and  give  them  a  practical 
morally  as  against  th^r  white  -ccnapeti- 
tors  in  America,  Canada,  and  Great  Bri- 
tain. In  the  light  of  those  figures,  I  hope 
that  b(Hiorable  members  who  cUum  to  re- 
present labour  interests  will  pause  before 
they  consent  to  the  imposition  of  such  a 
high  duty,  or  anything  approaching  it,  as 
is  proposed  in  this  Tariff. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothbv)  [9.28].— 
I  wish  to  reply  briefly  on  one  or  two 
points.  I  believe  there  is  a  general  un- 
derstanding in  the  Committee  as  to  what 
duties  are  to  be  agreed  to.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Angas,  in  referring  to 
the  great  prosperity  of  the  furniture  fac- 
tory at  Edwardstown,  South  Australia, 
spc^e  as  though  its  proprietors  and 
manager  did  not  <lesire  increased  duties. 
The  honorable  member  argued  that  the 
previous  duties  had  brought  about  such  an 
era  of  prosperity  that  the  firm  required 
nothing  further.  But  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Mathias,  the  manager,  given  beftwe  the 
Tariff  C<Hnmission,  in  Adelaide — and  since 
repeated  to  me  and  a  good  many  other 
honorable  inembers  personally — was  that 
they  could  compete  with  the  high-class 
goods  imported,  but  complained  that  under 
the  existhig  low  Tariff  the  markets  were 
flooded  with  dieap  importations  from 
foreign  countries,  where  low  wages  were 
paid.  This  is  the  largest  finu  of 
furniture  makers  in  Australia.  Their 
manager  added  that  they  were  not  afraid 
of  outside  competition  in  high-class  goods, 
such  as  bed-room  suites,  r^l-b^  desks, 
&c. ;  but  they  could  not  compete  against 
shoddy  importations,  such  as  overmantels 
and  wire  doors,  closet  seats,  and  similar 
articles.  He  mentioned  that  the  firm 
were  about  to  start  the  making  of  bent- 
wood  furniture  from  Tasmanian  and  Aus- 
tralian bladcwood.  Since  diat  time  they 
have  put  down  the  necessary  plant,  and 
have  successfully  experimented  with  the 
bending  of  Australian  and  Tasmanian 
hiackwood  for  making  bentwood  diairs. 
The  plant  has  now  been  put  down,  and 
work  will  be  proceeded  with  as  soon  as  the 
necessary  operatives  can  be  secured.  The 
honcKable  member  for  Cook  suggested  that 
some  special  anti-Chinese  legislation  should 


be  passed,  but  to  anv  proposal  of  that  kind 
I  am  strongly  opposed.  Ever  since  I  have 
had  a  seat  in  Parliament  I  have  protested 
against  the  introduction  of  Asiatics  or  any 
undesirable  ■  perscms,  but  I  have  alwavs 
taken  the  view  that  if  these  people  are  ad- 
mitted into  the  country  we  ought  to  treat 
them  as  we  treat  other  citizens. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — The  Chinese  cannot 
be  made  to  observe  European  conditions. 

Mr.  BATCHEIX)R.— Our  great  obiec- 
tion  to  the  Chinese  is  really  that  their  work 
is  cheaper  than  ours.  I  would  point  out, 
however,  that  this  problem  has  b^n  solved 
ill  South  Australia  without  the  aid  of  any 
special  legislation.  In  that  State  for- 
merly, as  in  Victoria  and  elsewhere,  the 
furniture  trade  was  practically  in  the 
hands  of  the  Chinese  until  the  finiqs  of  A. 
Pengelly  and  Company,  Edwardstown,  and 
Marshall  and  Company,  Adelaide,  erected 
up-to-date  machinery,  and  by  this  means 
drove  the  foreigners  out  of  the  business. 
There  are  more  white  men  emplc^ed  in  the 
one  factory  at  Edwardstown  than,  accord- 
ing to  the  honttable  member  for  Cook, 
there  are  employed  in  the  trade  m  the  whole 
of  Victoria.  This  is  not  a  matter  of  pro- 
tection against  the  outside  world,  but  one 
of  internal  competition  between  whites  and 
Chinese.  New  protectiwi,  wages  boards, 
and  so  forth,  which  make  for  equal  condi-, 
tions  for  all,  ought  to  be  sufficient,  in  com- 
bination with  up-to-date  machinery,  to  en- 
able white  men  to  successfully  compete 
against  the  Chinese  workers. 

Mr.  Mathews. — We  require  special  legis- 
lation as  well. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— In  my  opinion  it 
U  a  reflection  on  us  as  white  men  and  on 
our  civilizatim,  to  admit  that  any  special 
legislaticKi  is  necessary.  Given  equal  con- 
ditions, we  can  compete  with  the  Chinese 
every  time. 

Mr.  J,  H.  Catts. — Why  was  an  Excise 
duty  placed  on  black-grown  sugar? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— In  order  that  the 
kanakas  might  be  deiported. 

Mr.  Mathews. — We  ought  to  get  rid  of 
the  Chinese  who  are  here. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  am  afraid  we 
cannot  quite  do  that.  It  is  necessary  to 
have  a  duty  sufficientiv  high  to  secure  the 
home  market,  and  thus  make  it  worth 
while  to  invest  in  thoroughly  up-to-date  ma- 
chinery. Under  such  circumstances  fur- 
niture would  probablv  he^  cheaper  than 
under  free-trade  ceiidiHbnsV»OOglC 
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Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [9.34]— 
The  acting  leader  of  the  Opposition  com- 
plained that  I  had  not  afforded  sufficient 
iniormation  or  evidence  lo  justify  the  re- 
commendations of  the  Tariff  Commission, 
and  particularly  the  recommendation  in  re- 
ference to  chairs  and  lounges.  I  do  not 
deem  it  necessary  in  alt  cases  to  go  through 
the  reports  of  the  Ccwnmission,  which  are 
accessible  to  ail  honorable  members. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  the  honorable 
member  not  think  it  his  duty  to  justify  this 
very  large  increase  of  the  duty  on  chairs? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  (Ud  not  think  it 
necessary  to  make  a  long  statement.  I 
merely  desired  lo  draw  attention  to  one 
passage  in  the  evidmce,  though  I  mieht 
have  referred  to  many-  However,  as  the 
honorable  membor  has  challenged  me  I 
shall  invite  his  attention  to  another  passage 
in  the  report  of  the  Tari£F  CommisicAif 
page  471— 

In  Vicloiia  it  was  pointed  out  that  the  wages 
in  China,  India,  and  Japan  (including  the 
Straits  Settlements)  are  atmormally  low — from 
5d.  to  qd.  per  day.  Some  of  the  lounges  and 
chairs  coming  from  these  countries  and  invoiced 
at  5s.  would  take  three  days  to  make. 

Similar  statements  were  made  by  Mr.  Lowe 
and  Mr.  Dobscxi,  who  are  engaged  in  the 
trade  in  Victoria.  In  Western  Australia, 
Mr.  Baker,  a  furmtune  maker,  voiced  the 
.complaints  of  the  manufacturers  as  to  the 
bitter  ccMnpetition  caused  by  imports  from 
the  Straits  Settlements,  and  as  to  ex- 
tensive dumping  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States.  Another  wickerworker,  named  Jar- 
vis,  in  Western  Australia,  complained  that 
the  price  of  wicker  furniture  in  that  State 
had  decreased  cwisiderably  during  the  last 
Afteen  years,  owing  to  the  importation  of 
inferior  goods,  while  in  scwne  cases  the 
cost  of  mat^'iai  had  increased,  and  in  other 
particular  lines  had  decreased,  during  that 
time.  Mr.  Baker  further  said  that  lorally- 
made  rattan  lounges,  which  are  of  superior 
make,  were  sold  wholesale  at  from  25s. 
upwards,  while  the  imported  article  was  re- 
tailed at  17s.  6d.  :  and  that  chairs  were 
sold  at  Singapore,  f.ab..  at  4s.  6d.,  while 
similar  chairs  were  marked  in  the  shop 
windows  at  Adelaide  at  irs.  6d.,  and  had 
been  sold  at  auction  for  9s.  6d.  That 
price,  Mr.  Baker  said,  does  not  pav  local 
manufacturers,  and  Mr.  Jarvis  added  that 
ordinary  lounges  could  be  produced  locallv 
at  about  22s.  6d.,  while  the  imported 
article  was  sold  at  los.  or  12s.  It  will  be 
seen,  therefore,  that  it  was  not  only  the 
evidence  of  the  three  witnesses  in  Mel- 
bourne on  which  this  fixed  duty  was  based. 


By  the  way,  this  duty  was  intended  to 
operate  oa  wicker  and  bamboo  w<»k ;  but, 
unfortunately,    by    inadvertence    in  the 

drafting  of  the  Tariff,  it  was  made  gene- 
rally applicable  to  all  chairs.  I  propose 
to  ask  the  Committee  to  so  amend  thesQ 
items  as  to  confine  them  to  wicker  and 
bamboo  chairs,  leaving  other  chairs  and 
lounges  to  oome  under  the  general  duty  of 
40  per  cent.  In  regard  to  importations, 
the  Commission  and  myself  have  been  ac- 
cused of  negligence  in  not  giving  considera- 
tion to  that  questioni  However,  I  invite 
the  attention  of  honorable  members  to  the 
complete  trails,  as  shown  (xi  page  475  of 
the  Tariff  Commission's  report,  as  fol- 
lows— 

The  following  figures,  taken  from  Trade  and 
Customs  Returns,  1904,  pages  430-t,  show  the 
value  of  imported  wtcketware  into  the  Common- 
weal ih  for  the  yw"  specified  : — iqoo  (prior  to 
Commonwealth  Tariflf),  £c/Q,y)Tt  1901,  ^117, 528; 
1002,  /i.<;,1.764:  <9<>3.  /■i04,4o8;  1904,  2"o,6o> ; 
total,  ^586,704.  The  total  impoits  from  Ger- 
many of  wickerware  were  : — 1900,  /6,6m  ;  1901, 
;£;.56S;  190a,  £%3c6;  1903,  ^9,486;  1904, 
/'6,658;  total,  /39,554.  The  imports  into  Aus- 
tralia from  the  Straits  Settlements  were  1900, 
;f  5,980;  1901,  ^£12,458;  1902,  /5,6a7j  1903, 
jt'6.432;  1904,  total,  £37.695. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  imports  uere 
practically  staticmary  with  an  increasing 
population. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.—The  population 
was  not  increasing  in  the  same  ratio  as  the 
importations. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Yes,  and  in  greater 
ratio.  The  importaticHis  from  the  Straits 
Settlements  last  vear  dropped  to  j^r,ioo. 

Sir  JOHiN"  QUICK.  —  Importations 
fluctuate.  I  have  now  laid  before  honor- 
able members  the  information  which  was 
available  to  the  Tariff  Ccrnimissim ;  and 
I  submit  that  the  acting  leader  of  the  Op- 
positicHi  was  not  justified  in  his  charge  that 
we  did  not  properly  investigate  the  matter 
or  place  sufHcient  material  at  the  disposal 
of  honorable  meml)eir;. 

Mr.  JOHN  THOMSON  (Cowper) 
["9.42]. — When  this  item  was  reached,  be- 
fore the  dinner-hour,  the  Treasurer  led  us 
to  understand  that  its  consideration  wc-uld 
occupy  only  a  few  minutes.  As  a  matter 
nf  fact,  the  discussion  has  continued  for  a 
considerable  time  ;  and  it  would  be  out  of 
pLice  on  my  part  to  prolong  it  further  thait 
to  make  a  suggestion  which  I  think  may 
met-t  with  approbation.  If  I  am  able  to 
judge  the  feeling  of  the  Committee,  the 
dutv  is  objectionable  chiefly  in  its  appli- 
caticm  to  chairs ;  but  I  understand  that  the 
Treasurer  will  ^f|'■^?I!BO''^  items  as  to 
meet  that  object icSi—tfe  dfuty  of  7s.  6d. 
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being  djandoned.  There  seems  lo  be  a 
feeling  that  the  general  duty  mi  furniture 
is  rather  high;  and  I  think  that  the  dis- 
cussi<xi  might  be  shonened  if  the  Trea- 
surer were  to  accept  duties  of  35  pei  cent, 
and  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
\f).^^\ — I  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two  in 
reply  to  the  honorable  member  for  Bendigo, 
who  acted  as  Chairman  of  the  Tariff  Cc«n- 
mission.  I  am  glad  that  he  quoted  the 
figures  which  he  did,  because  they  furnish 
incontestable  proof  that  higher  duties  are 
not  needed  to  protect  our  furniture  trade. 
The  hOTOTable  member  referred  to  wicker 
furniture.  But  I  have  learned  fr<Hn  the 
Customs  crfficers  in  attendance  upon  the 
Treasurer  that  last  year  the  total  importa- 
tions of  this  class  of  furniture  into  the 
Commonwealth  were  valued  at  about 
y?25,ooo.  So  that  there  has  been  a  huge 
drop  in  the  importations  since  the  period 
to  which  the  honorable  member  referrea. 

Sir  John  QtncK. — The  figures  which  the 
hono^le  member  has  quoted  have  been 
obtained  since  our  report  was  drawn  up. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member's  own  statistics' show  that  our  fur- 
niture manufacturers  have  "  scotched  "  the 
importatiohs  

Sir  John  Quick.— No.  They  fluctuate 
a  great  deal. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK. — The  increase  in 
our  importations  of  furniture  has  not  been 
proportionate  to  our  increase  in  population. 
Last  year  the  total  value  of  the  mparta- 
tions  of  wickerwork  furniture  into  the 
Commonwealth  was  less  than  ;£25,ooo. 
The  honorable  member  for  Bendigo  talked 
about  our  importations  frcrni  Japan  and 
China.  I  invite  his  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  furniture  used  in  Australia  repre- 
sents more  than  _£2, 500,000  annually,  and 
that  our  total  importaticms  from  Japan  and 
the  Straits  Settlements  were  valued  at  only 
jQio,ooQ.  The  Government  proposal  is 
so  absurd  as  not  to  merit  serious  considera- 
tion. Fot  every  pound's  worth  of  furni- 
ture imported  from  those  countries  we  manu- 
facture ^^250  worth  in  Australia.  Could 
any  better  proof  be  forthcoming  that  these 
extraordinary  duties  are  not  required  ^  to 
protect  the  furniture  industry  fr«n  outside 
competition  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9.48]. — I  should  very  much  like  to 
adhere  to  the  duties  scheduled  in  connexion 
with  this  item,  namely,  40  per  cent,  under 
the  general  Tariff,  and  30  per  cent,  under, 
the  Tariff  for  the  United  Kingdom.  But 


after  listening  to  the  exhaustive  debate 
which  has  taken  place,  I  feel  that  I  shall 
be  meeting  the  temper  of  the  Ccanfflittee 
if  I  propose  to  substitute  f^  those  duties 
35  per  cent,  and  30  per  cent,  respectively. 

Mr.  Hedges. — ^Will  those  rates  also  ap- 
ply to  the  next  two  items  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  think  so. 
Wicker  furniture  will  be  dealt  with  under 
item  304.  Under  the  circumstances,  I  am 
compelled  to  accept  lower  rates  than  I 
should  ha\'e  liked  to  see  imposed.  If  I 
thought  that  by  prolonging  the  debate  I 
could  attain  my  desire,  I  should  have  no 
hesitation  whatever  in  ccmsenting  to  the 
House  being  called  together  immediately 
after  Christmas  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pleting  the  ccmsiderati<m  of  the  Tariff.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  riglu  that  we  should 
sacrifice  duties  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  an  adjournment  before  Christmas. 
But  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  do  any  better 
than  agree  to  the  rates  upon  which  the 
Committee  have  evidently  determined. 
Consequently,  I  intend  to  move  that  the 
amendment  be  amended  by  adding  after 
the  words  "ad  val.,"  the  words  "(Gen- 
eral Tariff),  35  per  cent. ;  (United  King- 
dom), 25  per  cent." 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[9.50]. — I  ask  the  Treasurer  to  accept  a 
duty  which  will  be  a  little  more  reason- 
able. An  hour  ago  I  understood  that 
the  rates  to  be  proposed  were  30  per  cent, 
and  25  per  cent.  Whilst  I  was  willing 
to  agree  to  such  a  ccHnpromise  \  cannot 
see  my  way  to  support  a  duty  of  35  rper 
cent,  under  the  general  Tariff,  and  of  30 
per  cent,  under  the  Tariff  for  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Mr.  HUGHES  (West  Sydney)  [9.51].— 
Do  I  understand  that  the  next  two  items 
are  to  be  dutiable  at  the  same  rates? 

Sir  William  Lyne.' — Yes. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  think  that  is  a  fair 
proposal. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE  (Grampians) 
[9.52].— Will  item  301,  which  relates  to 
chairs,  be  dutiable  at  the  rates  indicated 
by  the  Treasurer? 

Sir  WiLUAH  LvNE. — It  will  be. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE.— The  Treasurer 
would  have  saved  a  lot  .of  time  if  he  had 
made  that  announcement  an  hour  ago. 
But  he  seems  to  comprise  the  entire  Min- 
istry. He  does  just  as  he  chooses,  and 
endeavours  to  unduly  dominate  honorable 
members ,  B  ut  1 1  be?  ^aan^  ^^i>^4te  me. 
Under  the  circumstances,  and  simply  with 
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a  view  to  saving  time,  I  think  that  we 
mij^ht  accept  his  proposals. 

Amendment  (Sir  Wiluam  Lyne's) 
agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook) 
negatived — 

That  after  the  words  "ad  val.,"  the  wordi 
"  (General  Tariff),  35  per  cent.,"  be  added. 

Amendment  (t^  Mr.  Joseph  Cook) 
negatived— 

That  after  the  words  "  ad  val.,"  the  wordi 
"  (General  Tariff),  30  per  ceat.,"  be  added. 

Amendment  (by    Sir   William  Lyme) 

agreed  to—  » 

That  after  the  words  "  ad  val.,"  the  words 
"(General  Tariff),  35  per  cent.;  (United  King- 
dom), 25  per  cent.,"  be  added. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [9.S9]-— I  de- 
sire to  move  the  insertion  of  the  following 

new  paragraph — 

399A.  Aseptic  Hospital  Fumitare,  inclading 
Operating  Tables,  Trollies,  Stretchers,  and  the 
like,  free. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  Committee 
have  already  decided  that  these  articles 
shall  be  dutiable  at  35  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Oh.  na  I  do  not 
intend  to  be  bluffed  in  this  matter.  I 
gave  notice  of  my  amendment  some  time 
.'igo,  and  the  articles  enimierated  in  it  are 
mt  specifically  mentioned  in  this  item. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Will  that  include  fur- 
niture for  private  hospitals? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— It  will  include  fur- 
niture for  all  hospitals. 

.Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [lo.o].— I 
hope  that  the  Committee  will  accept  the 
amendment.  I  understood  the  Treasurer 
and  a  number  of  honorable  members  to  say 
that  they  were  unable  to  differentiate  be- 
tween furniture  intended  for  hospitals  and 
furniture  intended  for  other  institutions. 
But  I  point  out  that  the  Government  have 
already  managed  to  devise  a  scheme  for 
differentiating  between  articles.  If  hoior- 
abie  members  will  turn  to  item  426,  they 
will  find  that  the  following  articles  are 
allowed  to  come  in  free — 

Articles  specially  desicned  and  imported  for 
the  use  of  the  Blind,  Deaf,  and  Dumb,  when 
imported  by  governing  bodies  of  public  institu- 
tions having  the  care  thereof. 

I  challenge  the  Government  to  deny  that 
that  item  is  a  precedent  for  th«r  ad(^ng 
the  amendmmt. 

Mr.  Mathews. — But  the  articles  have 
to  be  "  specially  deigned." 

Mr.  MAHON.— Why  cannot  we  treat  in 
the  same  way  furniture  specially  designed 
for  hospitals?  Again,  under  item  413,  no 
duty  is  imposed  cm — 

Works  of  Art.  being  Statuary  and  Paintingt. 
oil  or  water  colours,  framed  or  unframed,  im- 


ported for  public  institutions  or  purposes  under 
departmental  by-laws. 

How  will  the  Custwns  crfficers  know  that 
any  water-colour  paintings  are  g<Mng  to 
public  institutions?  Why  should  not  the 
requisites  of  hospitals,  which  are  intended 
iot  the  needy,  the  destitute,  and  the  sick, 
be  allowed  to  otxne  in  on  the  same  cchi- 
ditions  as  water-colour  paintings  and  other 
articles  for.  public  institutions?  There  is 
every  justificaticm  for  this  amendment, 
which  I  hope  the  Committee  will  adopt. 
Probably  the  Treasurer  has  the  numbers 
at  his  back,  but  I  point  out  that  the  ex- 
cuse about  being  unable  Jo  differentiate  be- 
tween articles  will  not  hold  water.  It  is 
absolutely  hollow,  as  he  knows. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [10.5]. — I  think  that  when  the  hon- 
orable monber  for  Lang  moved  this  amend- 
ment he  must  have  fwgotten  the  wwding 
ot  the  previous  amendment,  which  includes 
every  article  of  furniture  which  is  made  of 
wood  or  partly  of  wood,  and  is  used  in  any 
building  or  premises  including  hospitals. 

Mr.  Johnson. — On  which  tlie  Gxn- 
mittee  has  imposed  a  duty  of  35  per  oent., 
whereas  I  want  this  particular  furniture 
made  free. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  We  have 
agreed  to  that  duty. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  previous  amenil- 
ment  did  not  deal  with  aseptic  hospital 
furniture,  whereas  my  amendment  does, 
and  that  makes  all  the  difference. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  furniture  is  not 
made  of  wood. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  think  it  is  made  partly 
of  wood. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  think  that  the 
furniture  to  whidi  the  hooMaUe  member 
has  referred  comes  under  the  designation  of 
scientific  furniture.  However,  we  ha\-e 
dealt  with  hospital  furniture. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (MeRxwme  Ports) 
[10.63.— I  liopft  Treasurer  will  not 

agree  to  the  amendment.  I  intend  to  take 
the  risk  of  bring  cdled  imsympathetic  If 
there  Is  anything  intended  to  be  worked  io 
that  direction.  I  am  prepared  to  allow 
my  acticms  outside  the  House  to  show 
whether  I  am  unsympathetic  in  the  way 
which  has  been  hinted  at.  No  doubt  this 
is  a  very  good  free-trade  idea  to  get  in  flie 
thin  end  of  the  wedge.  The  public  of 
Australia  contribute  to  the  matntenanoe  ^ 
the  hospitals,  and  the  patients  have  110 
greater  de»re  to  rest  theiPbodi^ '  on  im- 
ported furniture  Wr  feMffig  people. 
I  think  that  the  hospitals  might  as  well  use 
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the  furniture  which  is  made  here,  and  there- 
fore I  hope  that  the  Ti«uurer  will  not  f?ve 
way. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  amendnwnt  is  not  in  order.  The 
Committee  has  already  pa^s^  an  item 
which  refers  to  furniture — 

Furniture  n.e.i.,  including  any  article  of  wood 
or  partly  of  wxwd,  wholly  or  partly  .made  up  or 
fioisbedi  aod  used  in  any  buildioK  or  premisn, 
including  hospitals. 

If  I  were  to  accept  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Lang,  another  h<m- 
orable  member  could  move  to  exempt  other 
special  furniture,  and  we  might  be  left  with 
nothing  but  the  original  item  "  Furniture 
n-ti." 

Mr.  Johnson. — Before  you  give  a  de- 
finite ruling,  sir,  may  I  point  out  that  in 
order  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of 
Kuiepticxi  being  taken  on  that  score  I  was 
careful  to  put  the  word  "aseptic"  before 
the  word  "  furniture."  That  kind  of  fur- 
niture has  not  yet  been  dealt  with.  It  is 
totally  different  from  all  other  descriptioos 
ot  furniture.  It  is  spedally  manufac- 
tured for  hospitals. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  rule  that  the 
amendment  is  out  of  order. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

•Item  300.  Lounges  and  Settees,  each  los.,  or 
ad  »al.  30  per  cent.,  whichever  rate  returns  the 
higher  duty. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [10.7]. — I  move — 

That  the  followine  words  be  added  : — "up  to 
and  including  4th  December,  1907." 

I  have  submitted  this  amendment  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  the  revenue.  These 
articles  will,  of  course,  fall  under  the  pre- 
vious item. 

Amendment  agreed,  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  301.  Chairs,  each  7a.  6d.,  or  ad  val. 
3"  per  cent.,  whichever  rate  returns  the  higher 
duty. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  followine;  words  be  added  : — "  up  to 
and  including  4th  December,  1907." 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  302  (Billiartl  Balls)  agreed  to. 

Item  303.    Timber,  viz.  : — 

(a)  Timber,  undressed,  n.e.i.,  in  sizes  of 
12  in.  X  6  in.  (or  its  eqnivnlcnt)  and 
over,  per  100  super,  feel*,  13-  6d, 

•Note. — Definition  of  a  Superficial  Foot. — A 
superficial  foot  of  timber  shall  mean  an  area  of 
one  square  foot  on  one  surface,  and  being  one 
inch  or  less  in  thickness. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [10. n]. — I  want  the  Committee  to 
strike  out  the  asterisks  after  the  expres- 
sion "  super,  feet  "*  wherever  it  occurs  in 
this  item.  In  the  first  instance,  I  move- 
That  the  asterisk,  paragraph  A,  be  left  out. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [10.12]. 
— understand  that  the  object  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  is  to  abolish  the  foot-note 
and  that  the  e£Fect  will  be  that  the  mode 
hitherto  adopted  for  measuring  timb«  will 
be  continued? 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — ^Yes;  I  was  going 
to  ^ve  some  details,  but  that  will  really 
be  the  efi'ect  of  the  amendment. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [10.13].— 
I  wish  to  explain  that  this  foot-note  was 
introduced  in  order  to  secure  a  statutory- 
definition  of  the  term  "superficial  feet." 
It  appears  that  in  the  various  States,  there 
was  a  conflict  of  definition.  The  Customs 
authorities  investigated  the  matter,  but 
were  unable  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  cm- 
elusion.  The  Tariff  Cbmmission  were 
asked  to  remove  doubts  1^  introducing  a 
statutory  definiti(Hi,  and  we  accepted  one 
which  was  given  to  us  in  Queensland,  and 
which  was  supported  by  a  certjun  measure 
of  authority.  I  was  never  very  "sweet" 
on  this  definition.  I  have  always  thought 
that  a  superficial  foot  should  mean  an  area 
of  one  square  foot'on  one  square  surface, 
and  not  less  than  i  inch  thick.  I  could 
never  see  the  jusUce  of  diarging  as  an  inch 
that  which  was  under  an  inch;  but  some 
of  my  colleagues  thought  that  that  was  the 
true  definition,  and  for  the  sake  of  having 
the  point  discussed  by  Parliament,  I  signed 
a  report  embodying  that  definition.  Par- 
liament is  now  afforded  an  oppOTtunity  to 
deal  with  the  question,  I  shall  not  regret 
the  omission  of  the  definition.  I  think  it 
will  remove  a  considerable  cause  of  com- 
plaint and  irritation,  especially  in  ccwinexicm 
with  dressed  timber  dutiable  at  3s.  per 
J  00  superficial  feet 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [10.14].— 
This  question  has  been  discussed  a  good 
deal  in  connexion  with  the  old  Tariff.  Un- 
doubtedly, a  number  of  timber  workers 
have  claimed  that  the  real  intention  of  the 
old  Tariff  was  that  whatever  the  thickness 
of  a  board  might  be,  it  should  be  charf;f'd 
duty  as  if  it  were  an  inch  thick.  It  was 
contended,  in  various  States,  that  if  a 
board  were  a  quarter  of  an  inch  thick,  it 
should  be  treated  as  if /^A%19Ji  ^"cb 
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Mr.  Bauford. — ^That  is  the  trade  prac- 
tice, anyhow. 

Mr.  FISHER.— That  is  so;  but  the 
Crown  Solicitor  advised  the  Department 
that  under  the  old  Tariff,  it  had  no  au- 
th<xity  to  do  sa  The  idea  of  the 
Government  in  putting  the  asterisk  in  this 
line  was  to  give  them  legal  authcffity  to 
charge  for  i  inch,  whatever  the  thickness 
of  the  plank.  I  think  that  the  Treasurer 
might  very  well  have  stated  the  real  reason 
why  he  desired  to  omit  this  definition. 

Mr.  DuGALO  Thomson. — In  some  cases 
it  would  make  the  duty  four  times  as 
much. 

Mr.  FISHER.— There  exists  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  as  to  how  the  duty  should 
he  charged.  If  this  authority  is  not  in- 
serted, it  means  that  if  planks  are  ^-in. 
thick  eight  of  them  will  come  in  as  i-inch 
timber.  What  the  Committee  want  to  keep 
clearly  in  mind  is,  that  if  they  omit  the 
asterisk  with  the  acctxnpanying  footnote, 
we  shall  simply  be  declaring  that  every  - 
thing will  be  chaiged  up  to  the  inch.  If 
sixteen  planks  go  to  make  an  inch,  then 
sixteen  thicknesses  will, be  charged  as  x-inch 
limber. 

Sir  John  Quick. — It  means  that  if  we 
omit  the  definition  the  timber  wiU  be 
charged  in  proportion  to  its  thiduiess. 

Mr.  FISHER.— That  is  what  it  really 
means.  A  great  deal  of  evidence  was 
given  before  the  Rc^ai  Commission.  The 
Treasurer  might  very  well  explain  the  far- 
reaching  ccHisequences  of  the  amendment 
which  he  has  moved.  Some  people  thought 
that  authority  existed  under  the  old  Tariff 
to  char^  as  the  Customs  have  been  charg- 
ing duruig  the  time  of  the  temporarv  col- 
lection of  duties  under  the  new  Tariff. 
The  Attorney-General  and  the  Crown  Law 
officers  always  advised  that  no  power  to 
charge  in  that  way  existed  under  the  old 
Act. 

Mr.  THOMAS  (Barrier)  [10.20].— I  de- 
sire  to  know  whether  I  shall  be  in  order 
if  the  Treasurer's  amendment  is  carried 
in  moving  another  amendment  to  the  effect 
that  anaan  and  New  Zealand  pine  be 
added  after  the  wwd  "undressed"? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Does  the  honorable 
member  desire  *o  make  them  free? 
Mr.  THOMAS.— Yes. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN  (Mr. 
Batchelor).  —  The  honorable  member 
would  not  be  entitled  to  go  back. 


Mr.  THOMAS.— In  view  of  that  in- 
formation from  the  Chair,  I  take  it  that 
the  Minister  will  be  prepared  to  withdraw 
his  amendro^t  for  the  time  being. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [10.22]". — Perhaps  in  view  of  the 
speech  of  the  honorable  member  for  Wide 
Bay,  I  had  better  carry  out  my  first  in- 
tention, and  give  the  Committee  some 
details  as  to  the  method  that  will  be 
adopted  regarding  measurements.'  I  thought 
the  CcHumittee  would  be  satisfied  after 
what  I  said  in  reply  to  the  interjection 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Flinders, 
and  that  it  would  be  sufficient  to  simply 
say  that  the  old  system  would  be  revetted 
to  as  far  as  measurements  are  concerned. 

Mr.  Fisher. — I  think  there  was  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion,  and  the  Crown  Law 
officers  gave  their  view. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  method  is 
as  follows — 

In  the  timber  trade  "  iuperficial  foot "  meuii 
limber  measuring  12  inches  long  by  la  inches 
wide  by  i  inch  thick.  A  piece  of  timber  mea- 
suring 13  X  12  X  i  measures  in  the  trade  half 
a  superficial  foot.  In  other  words,  the  timber 
trade,  in  selliag  timber  by  the  superficial  foot, 
measures  it  on  its  actual  thickness.  The  pro- 
vision in  the  Tariff  as  recommended  by  the  Com. 
mission,  however,  directs  that  when  timber  has 
a  thickness  of  less  than  1  inch,  the  thickness 
shall  be  taken  as  i  inch  for  purposes  of  duty. 

E.G.— A  piece  of  timber  measuring  la  x  12 
X  j[,  which  in  the  trade  is  sold  as  half  a  super- 
fitial  foot,  is  regarded  for  purposes  of  duty  as 
being  I  superficial  foot.  If  it  is  desired  to 
revert  to  the  practice  under  the  old  Tariff 
(which  was  the  same  as  the  trade  practice  men- 
tioned), it  is  only  necessary  to  strike  out  the 
asterisks  wherever  they  appear  against  **  super, 
foot,"  and  delete  the  footnote. 

That  is  a  description  which  I  put  on  re- 
cord with  a  view  of  showing  what  I  am 
proposing.  By  removing  the  asterisk  we 
revert  to  the  old  system  of  measuring,  in- 
stead of  slicing  the  timber,  so  to  speak, 
into  so  many  small  thicknesses.  I  think 
that  honorable  members  will  be  satisfied 
with  that  explanation,  whidi  shows  the 
bona  fides  of  what  we  ane  proposing. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  THOMAS  (Barrier)  [10.23].— I 
move — 

That  after  the  wonl  "undressed,'"  paragraph 
\,  the  words  "  orcyon  nnd  New  Zealand  pine" 
be  inserted. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Why  confine  it  to 
Oregon  and  New  Zealand  pine?    What  * 
ab(Kit  yellow  pine  and  other  varieties? 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  shall  raise  no  objec- 
tkm  to  the  ad(H^ci^C^(d)^gtee  and 
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other  varieties,  but,  ftw  the  mtMnent,  I  am 
confining  myself  to  oregCMi  and  New  Zea- 
land {wie.  The  reason  Mihy  I  move  that 
these  timbers  be  admitted  free  in  these 
sizes  is  because  they  are  timbers  which 
aie  used  very  extensively  in  the  Bremen 
Hill  mines.  I  will  oonfine  myself  to  the 
case  as  it  affects  those  mines,  leaving  other 
honorable  members  to  speak  on  behalf  of 
their  ctmstituencies.  It  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary f<H-  the  safety  of  the  mines  at  Broken 
Hill  that  a  large  amount  of  oregai  timber 
should  be  used.  In  the  first  place,  it  is 
ijsed  on  account  of  its  lightness;  seocmdly, 
on  account  of  its  cost ;  and  also  because  we 
are  infrarmed  by  the  mine  managers  and 
by  the  men  who  work  tn  the  mines  that 
Oregon  timber  gives  notice  by  creaking 
when  some  porticms  of  the  mines  are,  as 
they  say,  "  coming  together." 

Mr.  Hedges. — It  is  also  much  lighter 
to  handle. 

Mr.  THOMAS. — It  is,  and  consequently 
it  is  very  advantageous  to  use  it  in  some 
portions  of  the  mines.  But  the  great  ad- 
vantage, apart  from  that,  is  that  it  does 
not  snap  off  suddaily,  as  hardwood  does, 
but  gives  the  men  notice  by  creaking.  To 
use  a  term  that  is  employed  at  the  Hill, 
"  it  talks,"  and  the  men  in  the  stopes 
have  ample  notice  before  a  collapse  takes 
place. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus.— Would  the  com- 
panies refuse  to  use  it  if  the  duty  were 
made  higher? 

Mr.  THOMAS.— No;  in  certain  por- 
tions of  the  mines  oregon  timber  must  be 
used,  irrespective  of  the  duty.  Even  if 
the  duty  were  considerably  higher  than  the 
IS.  66.  proposed,  it  would  have  to  be  used. 

Sir  John  Fohbest.  —  What  about 
jarrah? 

Mr.  THOMAS.— In  the  first  place,  it  is 
too  costiv  a  timber,  and,  in  the  seccmd 
place,  it  does  not  offer  the  advantage  that 
I  have  referred  to  in  the  case  of  oregon. 
I  will  give  a  few  figures  as  to  the  added 
cost  that  this  duty  means  to  the  mines  at 
Broken  Hill.  As  far  as  the  Bmken  Hill 
Proprietary  Mine  is  concerned,  the  duty 
will  mean  an  increase  of  ;^4,ooo  a  year. 
Under  the  old  Tariff  ;^2,ooo  per  annum 
was  paid.  The  new  duty  would  mean  an 
added  cost  of  ^4,000,  making  the  total 
duty  ^6,000  in  that  mine  alone.  In  the 
Broken  Hill  South  Mine  the  duty  would 
mean  an  added  cost  of  jC^f^ss ;  in  Broken 
Hill  Block  10  an  increase  of  £^4^  i  in 
the  British  Broken  Hill    an  increase  of 


£620;  in  Brokffli  Hill  Block  14,  j£$oo  i 
in  Junction  North,  £s^°'>  ^"  South 
Blocks,   jQ^AS  i  Sulphide  Cor- 

poration, ^£2,687;  in  North  Broken 
Hill,  jQi.aoo.  •  That  means  a  total 
of  jQiifSji  in  added  cost  for  the  mines 
which  I  have  mentioned.  Thsa,  there  are 
a  number  of  smaller  mines,  whose  expenses 
in  connexion  with  timber  have  beoi  in- 
creased by  the  duties  1^,  say,  ;£3fOoo, 
making  the  extra  taxation  of  the  Broken 
Hill  mining  industry  in  respect  of  timber 
duties  alone,  over  j£t  5,000.  Besides 
Oregon,  a  great  deal  of  stringy  bark  is  used 
in  the  mines,  over  500,000  superficial  feet 
being  needed  in  a  year  for  lining.  A 
small  quantKy  of  South  Australian  timber 
is  used,  but  its  use  is  limited  because  of  its 
weight,  and  the  consequent  cost  of  freight 
and  handling. 

Mr.  Akcher. — Is  Oregon  used  in  the 
round? 

Mr.  THOMAS.— No;  in  the  square. 

Mr.  Arches. — It  is  put  in  in  sets, 
roughly  squared. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— Yes.  In  connexion 
with  the  big  wide  lodes  which  Axur  at 
Broken  Hill — some  of  them  300  feet  wide 
— sqtiare  sets  of  timber  have  to  be  used. 
Some  of  the  mines  which  I  have  mentioned 
pay  hands(Mne  dividends,  and  perhaps 
could  afford  to  contribute  more  largely  to 
the  revenue;  but  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  extra  duties  will  have  to  be  paid 
by  all  mines,  both  those  which  are  being 
worked  at  a  profit,  and  those  which  are  not. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis.  —  That  is  the 
str(»igest  point  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber has  made. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  think  the  strongest 
point  which  I  have  made  is  that  oregon 
timber  is  required  to  insure  the  safety  of 
the  men  working  in  the  mines.  Some  of 
the  Broken  Hill  mines  are  not  very  pro- 
fitable at  the  i»esent  time.  Onl^  recently 
it  was  stated  that  the  Junction  mine,  which 
has  been  employing  a  good  many  men,  is 
likely  to  be  closed  down,  except  for  some 
exploration  work.  No  doubt,  the  main 
reason  for  closing  that  mine  is  the  fall  in 
the  price  of  lead,  but  another  reason  is 
the  fact  that  it  is  now  more  costly  to  carry 
on  mining  operations  than  it  was  before 
the  new  Tariff  was  imposed.  Whatever 
our  fiscal  faith  may  be,  we  must  acknow- 
ledge that  duties  when  firet  imposed  make 
commodities  dearer.  No  mdti^^khas  been 
more  heavily  penalized  by  the  Tariff  than 
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the  mining  industry,  which  has  had  to 
carry  the  baby  all  along.  Nothing  has 
been  done  for  the  benefit  of  that  industry. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Have  not  the  ma- 
chinery duties  been  reduced  to  almost  no- 
thing ? 

Mr.  THOMAS.— If  the  honofabte  n^em- 
ber  was  importing  machinery,  he  would  not 
say  that  to  pay  ^30  or  ^35  on  every  jQioo 
worth  was  nothing.  The  machinery  duties 
were  imposed  to  Ixnefit,  not  the  mining  in- 
dustry, but  the  engineering  trade.  I  do 
not  say  that  our  engineers  and  artizans 
should  not  receive  assistance;  but  I  feel 
bound  to  point  out  that  this  Parliament  has 
done,  and  can  do  nothing,  directly  for  the 
benefit  of  the  miner,  although,  to  assist 
other  people,  he  is  being  taxed  on  every- 
thing he  uses.  I  trust  that  an  unduly 
heavy  tax  will  not  be  placed  on  the  timber 
that  is  necessary  for  the  safety  of  mining 
operations.  Not  only  do  the  miners  de- 
sire to  obtain  undressed  timber  free,  but, 
according  to  a  paper  which  I  have  received 
from  the  Melbourne  Timber  Merchants' 
Association  and  the  Federated  Saw-mills 
Emploiies'  Association,  the  employers  and 
employes  connected  with  Ihe  timber  trade 
ask  that  oregon  timber,  12x7,  and  larger 
sizes,  be  admitted  duty  free. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Those  connected 
with  the  timber  industry  ask  for  higher 
duties  on  other  timber. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— We  must  Heai  with 
that  request  when  we  come  to  the  item 
which  it  concerns.  While  I  may  not  be 
prepared  to  vote  for  the  lates  asked  for, 
I  shall,  if  the  Government  gives  reasonable 
and  fair  treatment  to  undressed  timber, 
deal  in  like  fashion  with  dressed  timber. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Is  dressed  timber 
ii^fd  at  Broken  Hill? 

Mr.  THOMAS.  —  Not  underground, 
though  a  great  deal  is  used  for  house  build- 
ing and  other  purposes.  There  is  a  large 
saw-mill  at  Broken  Hill  for  the  dressing  of 
timber,  which  employs  a  number  of  men 
and  does  a  great  deal  of  work. 

Mr.  Henhv  Willis. — The  honorable 
member  proposes  that  the  rich  companies 
shall  get  their  timber  free,  and  th^  the 
poor  men  who  li\-e  in  cottages  shall  pay 
duty. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  do  not  desire  that  the 
rich  companies  shall  escape  their  fair  share 
of  taxation,  but  if  a  duty  is  imposed  on 
undressed  timber,  a  still  higher  dutv  will 
hr'    imposed    on    dressed    timber.  The 


cheaper  the  production  of  ore,  the  more  the 
employment  that  will  be  given.  It  is  bet- 
ter to  have  a  dozen  mines  working  than  to 
have  only  two  or  three,  because,  when  there 
is  a  great  demand  for  men,  wages  are 
higher  than  when  men  have  to  run  after 
the  mining  managers  to  get  employment.  I 
ask,  too,  that  New  Zealand  pine  for  the 
manufacture  of  butter  braces  be  admitted 
duty  free*  though  I  shall  leave  it  to  other 
honorable  members  to  speak  at  length  on 
this  subject.  In  the  last  Parliament  we 
did  not  act  fairly  in  allowing  New  Zealand 
pine  to  come  in  free  and  taxing  oregon  fw 
mining  purposes.  The  butter  export  trade 
is  a  big  one  which  we  all  would  like  to  see 
grow,  and  those  connected  with  the  butter 
industry  should  be  able  to  get  the  best  and 
most  suitable  timber  for  making  butter 
boxes.  But,  at  the  same  time,  an  industry 
which  employs  a  great  many  more  persons, 
pays  better  wages,  and  has  a  much  more 
valuable  export  trade,  should  be  allowed  to 
get  its  raw  materials  as  cheaply  as  possible. 
However,  if  I  were  to  speak  for  a  coo- 
siderable  time  X  should  probably  not  alta: 
a  vote,  and,  therefore,  having  put  my  case 
before  the  Committee,  I  hope  that  hcmor- 
able  members  will  allow  this  timber  to  come 
in  free. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[10.45]. — I  suggest  that  this  would  be  a 
convenient  time  to  report  pn^p«s.  We 
have  had  two  long  nights  and  three  long 
days  this  week.  I  venture  to  say  that  if 
the  honorable  member  permitted  us  to  get 
a  good  night's  sleep,  it  would  tend  to  faci- 
litate, rather  than  to  retard  business.  I 
promise  him  that  be  will  not  lose  anything 
by  acceding  to  my  request  We  all  recog* 
nise  the  necessity  o£  pushing  on  with  the 
Tariff,  and  it  will  tend  to  facilitate  business 
if  we  adjourn  to-night  at  a  reascmably  earl; 
Hour. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hime— Trea- 
surer) [10.46] — I  am  quite  agreeable  to 
progress  being  now  reported,  foe  I  admit 
that  the  two  long  sittings  that  we  have 
had  this  week  have  been  rather  exhausting. 

Progress  reported. 

SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne)  agreed 

to— 

That  the  House  At  its  rising  adjourn  until  11 
a.m.  to  morrow.  CnOOglC 

House  •djouroed  at  10.47  P->b> 
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Thursday,  5  December,  igoy. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  11  a.in., 
and  read  prayers. 

PETITION. 

Mr.  MALONEY  presented  a  petition 
frcxn  persons  engaged  in  the  retail  furni- 
ture trade  praying  the  House  to  reduce  the 
duty  on  chairs. 

Petitim  received. 

ALLEGED  SWEATING— POST 
OFFICE,  ZEEHAN. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  wish  to  ask 
the  Pcwtmaster-General  a  question,  without 
notice,  and  in  order  to  do  so  it  is  necessary 
that  I  should  first  read  a  letter  I  have  re- 
ceived from  two  honorable  members  of  the 
State  Parliament  of  Tasmania.  The  let- 
ter is  to  the  following  effect — 

We  desire  to  bring  before  you  an  injustice  of 
considerable  magnitude  to  a  large  number  of 
officials  in  our  local  post-office.  There  arc  less 
bonds  employed  now  than  there  were  four  year» 
ago,  although  the  bniiaess  has  to  greatly  in- 
creased that  one  man  is  doing  two  men's  work, 
for  irhich  no  extra  remuneration  is  received. 
Some  officers  begin  work  at  6.45  a.m.  and  work 
CD  until  8.30  p.m.,  with  short  intermissions  for 
breakfast,  dinner,  and  tea,  and  only  receive  an 
annual  salary  of  ;£ia6  a  year,  which  no  honest 
man  would  consider  a  square  deal. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — What  post-office  is 
referred  to? 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY— The  post- 
t^Sxat  at  Zeehan, 

Sir  WiLLiAU  Lyne. — They  do  get  extra 
pay. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— The  letter 
continues — 

Another  matter  -for  serious  complaint  is  that, 
altbougb  the  postal  employes  have  been  pro- 
mised a  climatic  allowance  of  10  per  cent.,  np 
to  date,  they  have  not  received  one  cent. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Climatic  allowances 
for  Tasmania  I 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— Yes;  on  the 
west  coast  of  Tasmania,  where  there  is  a 
xainfall  of  from  12  to  20  feet  a  year.  The 
letter  is  signed  by  Mr.  J.  Earl  and  Mr.  J. 
£.  Ogdrai.  I  ask  the  Postmaster- Gwerat 
if  he  witl  look  into  this  matter? 

Mr.  Johnson.— Tile  Post  Office  is  the 
most  sweated  institutioa  in  the  Common- 
wealth. 


Mr.  MAUGER.— The  statement  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Lang  is  not  correct. 
In  so  far  as  wr<Migs  exist  in  connexion  with 
the  Department  in  Tasmania,  and  I  can 
right  them,  they  will  be  righted.  The 
granting  of  the  climatic  allowance  is  a  mat- 
ter with  which  the  Public  Service  Commis- 
sioner is  diarg^,  and  the  responsibility  is 
his  if  that  matter  has  not  been  attended 
ta 

REBATES  ON  BUTTER  BOXES  AND 
.  FRUIT  CASES, 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE— I  wish  to  ask  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  without 
notice,  whether  he  is  now  prepared  to  make 
any  statement  in  regard  to  a  matter  which 
I  have  brought  under  his  attention  on 
several  occasions,  namely,  the  proposal  to 
allow  a  rebate  on  butter  boxes  and  fruit 
cases  of  the  duty  paid  on  the  timber  used 
in  their  manufacture. 

Mr.  Fisher. — ^The  timber  of  which  they 
are  made  is  free  of  duty  in  the  log. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  mat- 
ter referred  to  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Flinders  has  had  considerable  attenti(»» 
because  it  was  feared  that  if  the  reomunen- 
dation  of  the  Tariff  Commission,  which  the 
Government  adopted,  to  give  a  rebate  on 
the  timber  used  in  butter  boxes  and  fruit 
cases  were  carried  out,  it  was  extremely 
Ukelv  that  the  rebate  might  get  into  the 
wrong  pockets.  Consequently,  I  have,  with 
the  Treasurer,  been  giving  considerable  at- 
tention to  the  matter.  My  honorable  col- 
league intends  to  make  a  statement  on  the 
questicm  to-day,  and  we  propose  that  tim- 
ber used  for  the  manufacture  of  butter 
boxes  should  be  admitted  free. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — And  not  for  fruit 
cases? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN— Noj  it  is 
contended  that  we  have  plenty  of  local 
timber  from  which  fruit  cases  can  easily 
be  made. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Is  not  the  Minister  aware 
that  New  Zealand  pine,  from  which  butter 
boxes  are  made,  is  at  the  present  time  ad- 
mitted free  in  the  log? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— There  U  a 
great  deal  of  timber  imported,  and  used  for 
butter  boxes  and  fruit  cases,  which,  as  the 
honorable  member  for  Wide  Bay  must  be 
aware,  is  n<M  free  of  duty^-As  I  have  said, 
the  Treasurer  in1l«!0!(k^ct&  ValcKi^^ement 
on  the  subject. 
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Mr.  FISHER. — Following  up  the  ques- 
tion asked  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Flinders,  I  wish  to  ask  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs  whether  he  is  not  aware 
that,  under  item  303  of  the  Tariff  submit- 
ted by  the  Government,  of  which  he  is  a 
member,  all  log  timber  is  free,  including 
New  Zealand  white  pine,  from  which 
butter  boxes  are  made? 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — ^Log  timber ;  yes. 

Mr.  FISHER.— What  more  do  honor- 
able members  want  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  am  well 
aware  that  log  timber  is  free,  but  I  again 
remind  the  hcwiorable  member  for  Wide 
Bay  that  other  timber  imported  and  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  butter  boxes  and  fruit 
cases  is  not  free,  and  that  is  the  timber  to 
which  the  honorable  member  for  Flinders 
referred. 

Mr,  Fisher. — Honorable  members  are 
fine  protectionists  when  they  are  willing 
that  this  timber  should  be  px^ared  atnroad. 

EXCISE  TARIFF  (AGRICULTURAL 
MACHINERY)  ACT. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON— As  I  understand 
that  the  time  has  now  expired  within  which 
manufacturers  of  agricultural  machinery 
were  to  reply  to  the  notices  requiring  them 
to  furnish  security  for  the  payment  of  Ex- 
cise, or  the  granting  of  reasonable  condi- 
tions to  their  workmen,  I  wish  to  ask  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  without 
notice,  how  many  manufacturers  have  re- 
plied, what  action  he  intends  to  take  with 
respect  to  those  who  have  not  d«ie  so,  and 
when  he  proposes  to  take  action? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— In  reply  to 
the  honorable  member,  I  have  to  say  that 
the  time  has  not  yet  expired.  Instructions 
were  given  to  give  the  manufacturers  four- 
teen days'  notice.  Of  course,  it  took  some 
little  time  for  the  instructions  to  reach  the 
Collectors,  and  for  the  Collectors  to  get  the 
notices  out.  Immediately  the  time  expires 
I  shall  inform  the  House  as  to  the  result, 
and  it  is  the  intenticm  of  the  Government  to 
see  that  their  proposals  in  this  connexion 
are  carried  out. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — It  would  be  well  if 
we  had  the  information  beftwe  harvesters 
are  dealt  with. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  Go- 
vernment cannot  give  the  information  to  the 
House  until  the  fourteen  days'  notice  has 
■■^d.  On  the  expiry  of  the  notice  the 
of  the  information  will  be  made 
»le  to  hoiorable  members. 


ADVERTISING  AUSTRALIA. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  wish  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  the  following  questions, 
without  notice — 

1.  Has  his  attention  twea  called  to  a  telegxun 
from  Sydney  in  thii  morning's  Agt  stating  that 
the  State  Department  of  Public  Inteltigeoce  had 
called  attention  to  what  is  described  as  "serioQS 
overlapping  "  by  the  Commoawealth  GoTemment 
of  that  State's  efforts  at  advertising  its  resottrces 
in  ihe  United  Kingdom? 

3.  Will  he  take  steps  to  see  that,  in  adTcrtisizig 
Australia  in  Europe,  State  effOTts  in  a  similar 
direction  are  not  seriously  overlapped? 

3.  Will  he  consult  with  the  States  Govern- 
ments with  a  view  of  seeing  whether  arrange- 
ments can  be  made  by  which  the  work  of  ad- 
vertising Australia  in  Europe  may  be  done  by 
the  Commonwealth  Government  on  behalf  of 
the  whole  of  Australia? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Answering  the  bonc»'- 
able  member's  last  question  first,  I  would 
say  that  a  proposition  has  already  been 
submitted  by  us  more  than  once  to  the 
States  Governments  in  a  g^ieral  way,  and, 
so  far,  has  not  been  accepted.  So  far  as 
we  are  aware,  nothing  has  been  done,  and 
I  am  certain  nothing  is  likely  to  be  dtxie  in 
the  way  of  exactly  duplicating  any  adver- 
tisement which  they  are  already  supplying, 
although  we  have  to  see  that  the  advertise- 
ments apply  to  Australia,  and  not  merely 
to  a  particular  part  of  it. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Is  the  Prime 
Minister  aware  that  the  complaint  frwn 
New  South  Wales  regarding  overlapping 
relates  to  a  map  of  Australia  which  is 
being  prepared  by  the  Commcwiwealth  Go- 
vernment, the  allegation  being  that  a  simi- 
lar map  has  been  prepared  by  the  State  Go- 
l  emment,  and  is  at  present  being  exhibited 
in  the  schools  and  ctfher  places  of  public 
instruction  in  the  Old  Country? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  have  seen  that  state- 
ment, but  have  not  seen  any  such  map, 
nor  have  I  heard  of  its  being  exhibited  in 
the  Mother  Country.  Both  statements  may 
be  true,  but  it  is  at  least  unfortunate  that 
A\e  are  not  supplied  with  copies  of  these 
documents.  In  any  case,  that  work  has 
not  yet  been  duplicated. 

PUBLIC  SERVICE:  INCREMENTS. 

Mr.  fOYNTON.— I  wish  to  ask  the  - 
Prime  Minister  whether  he  intends  to  make 
arrangements  to  enable  Cwnmonwealth  offi- 
cers  entitled  to  ■  increments  to  receive  them 
before  Christmas,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  Estimates  have  not  vet  been  dealt  with  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  do  not  know  «uU  I 
ought  to  give  an  undertaking  that  'i&e  in- 
crements will  be  paid  before  Ctiiistmaa, 
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but  will  consult  with  my  honorable  col- 
U-ague,  the  Treasurer,  and  will  give  a  more 
definite  reply  later. 

NEWSPAPER  POSTAGE. 

Mr.  .HUTCHISON.— I  wish  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  a  question,  without 
notice.  I  have  here  a  iM]blicati(»  called 
Elder's  Weekly  Review.  It  contains 
twenty-eight  pages  and  a  cover,  but  less 
than  one  page  of  ordinary  reading  matter, 
and  yet  it  is  registered  for  transmissicxi 
through  the  post  as  a  newspaper.  I  wish 
to  ask  the  honorable  member  whether  he 
thinks  that  is  in  accordance  with  the  regula- 
tions, and  that  the  revenue  is  being  suf- 
liciently  protected  when  such  a  publication 
is  carried  at  newspaper  rates  his  De- 
partmoit? 

Mr.  MAL'GER.— I  will  have  the  matter 
inquired  into.  These  publications  are  all 
submitted  to  the  Crown  Solicitor  t«fore 
the>-  are  registered. 

EXCISE  TARIFF  (SPIRITS)  ACT. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  desire  to  ask 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cust<xns 
whether  the  wages  and  hours  of  labour  in 
the  distillery  trade  are  satisfactory,  and, 
if  not,  whether  Excise  is  being  collected. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Replies 
and  informaticHi  have  bem  received 
from  nearly  all  the  distillers.  We 
find  that  most  of  than  are  paying 
fair  and  reasonable  wages — in  fact, 
up  to  the  scale  that  we  have  laid  down.  In 
the  case  of  those  who  say  that  they  are 
unable  or  unwilling  to  pay  the  fair  and 
reasonable  wages  specified,  the  proper 
course  will  be  taken.  They  will  be  re- 
quired to  pay  either  the  prc^r  wages  or 
Excise.  There  are  only  one  or  two  small 
cases  in  which  the  employers  have  given 
special  reas(»is  for  not  paying  the  specified 
wages,  but  we  have  repliai  that  they 
must  pay  the  waf^es,  or  the  payment  of 
E»nse  will  be  insisted  on. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Will  the  Minister 
make  available  to  honorable  memliers  and 
to  the  public  the  replies  of  the  distillers, 
showing  the  rates  of  wages  and  hours  of 
lalxtur  which  the  Minister  considers  are 
satisfactory,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
tested  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  scale 
of  wages  fixed  hy  the  Department 
has  already  been  made  public.  I 
understand  that  very  great  satisfac- 
tion has  been  expressed  with  it  by 
all  concerned.   As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  have 


had  letters  of  thanks  from  some  of  the 
employes.  I  take  it  that  what  the  hcmor- 
^le  member  desires  to  know  is  the  names 
of  those  who  are  paying  those  rates  of 
wages.  I  shall  certainly  be  glad  to  give 
that  informati(»i.  So  far,  the  results  have 
been  very  satisfactory  indeed,  but  in  those 
isolated  cases  where  the  wages  have  not 
been  paid  we  are  now  making  every  effort 
to  see  that  they  are  paid. 

PARCELS  POST  OFFICES. 

Mr.  STORRER.— I  notice  in  yesterday's 
Age  an  announcement  by  the  Postmaster- 
General  that  it  is  intended  to  acquire  some 
land  on  which  to  erect  a  building  for  par- 
cels post  business  near  the  railway  station. 
I  desire  to  ask  the  Minister  if  the  House 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  considering  the 
wisdom  of  that  policy  before  it  is  put  into 
effect,  because  it  would  cause  a  great  deal 
of  additicmal  expense,  and  the  acocHnmo- 
dation  could  be  provided  at  the  existing 
post  office. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— It  is  my  intention  to 
ask  the  House  to  vote  on  the  next  Esti- 
mates provision  for  parcels  post  (^ces, 
both  in  Sydney  and  Melbourne,  as  near  the 
central  railway  stations  as  possible,  with 
receiving  c^Bces  in  the  centre  of  the  city. 

CANCELLED   MAIL  CONTRACT: 
GUARANTEE. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— Has  the  Postmaster- 
General  yet  received  the  ;£25,ooo  due  on 
the  txmd  of  Messrs.  James  Laing  and  Co. 
in  the  matter  of  the  defunct  mul  contract  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — Final  instructions  have 
been  sent  to  Lond<xi,  and  the  matter  is 
being  dealt  with. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— When  were 
those  final  instructions  sent  to  Ltxidon  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  think  they  were  sent 
inunediatelv  after  the  recent  contract  was 
consummated. 

MANUFACTURES  ENCOURAGE- 
MENT BILL. 

Mr.  PALMER.^  desire  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
probably  the  bulk  of  the  bounty  to  be 
voted  under  the  Manufactures  Encourage- 
ment Bill  will  go  to  the  Lithgow  Iron 
Works,  whether  he  will  cause  to  be  laid 
upon  the  table  of  the  House  a  return  show- 
ing the  extent  to  which,  and  the  various  ways 
in  which  that  company  has  been  subsidized 
bv  the  New. South  Wales  Government? 
'  Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  by  no  means  admit 
that  the  enterprise  at  Lithgow  will  be  the 
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only  iron  enterprise  affected  by  that 
measure.  Chi  the  contrary,  the  Bill  will  be 
presented  in  such  a  way,  and,  if  necessary, 
can  be  added  to,  so  as  to  encourage  the 
development  of  the  iron  resources  of  the 
Commonwealth  elsewhere.  But  the  hon- 
orable member  is  entitled  to  have  his  ques- 
tion as  to  Lithgow  answered,  if  he  con- 
ceives it  to  be  material.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  my  colleague  will  supply  all  the  in- 
formation the  honorable  member  requires. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— May  I  suggest 
XhiX  when  the  Prime  Minister  is  securing 
the  information  asked  for  concerning  the 
Lithgow  Iron  Works,  he  should  at  the  SEune 
time  obtain  similar  informati(Xi  concerning 
the  Victorian  coal  nunes,  and  their  relation 
to  the  Victorian  State  Government? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Certainly. 

STRIPPER  HARVESTERS, 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  asked  the  Min- 
ister of  Trade  and  Customs,  ufon  notice — 

I.  How  many  Stripper  Harvesters  have  been 
imported  into  tfie  Commonwealth  between  the  ist 
January  and  30th  November,  1907,  and  what 
w;is  the  value  of  the  same? 

a.  How  many  Stripper  Harvesters  have  been 
eiporled  from  the  Commonwealth  during  the 
same  period,  and  what  wa»  the  value  of  the 
same? 

3.  How  many  Stripper  Harvesters  have  been 
manufactured  in  the  Commonwealth  between  1st 
January  and  30tb  November,  1907? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  in- 
fcmuation  will  be  obtained. 

POSTAL  DEPARTMENT, 
TASMANIA:  PROMOTIONS. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEV  asked  the 
Postmaster-General,  upon  nfff-ice — 

I.  How  many  officers  in  the  Fifth  Claw, 
Clerical  Division,  in  the  Postal  Department  of 
Tasmania  were  recommended  for  promotion  to 
the  Fourth  Class,  for  the  year  1900-7? 

3.  How  many  such  recommended  promotions 
were  provided  for  in  the  Estimates  for  that 
year? 

3.  In  cases,  if  any,  where  recommendations 
were  disallowed,  what  were  the  general  reasons 
for  such  disallowance? 

4.  How  many  promotions  from  the  Fifth  Class 
to  the  Fourth  Class  have  been  recommended  for 
the  year  1907-8? 

5.  How  many  such  recommended  promotions 
have  been  provided  for  in  the  Estimates  for  the 
year  1907-8? 

Mr.  .AfAUGER.— Tile  following  answers 
have  been  furnished  by  the  Public  Service 
Commissioner ; — 
I.  None. 

i  and  3.  Answered  by  No.  1. 
4-  Two. 
5*  One. 


TARIFF. 

In  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
(Consideration  resumed  frcxu  4th  DecHU- 
ber,  vide  page  7024): 

Division  X. — ^Wood»  Wicker,  and  Cane. 
Item  303.    Timber,  viz.  : — 
(a)  Timber,   undressed,  n.e.i.,   in  sizes  of 
12  in.  by  6  in.  (or  its  equivalent)  and 
over,  per  100  super,  feet*,  ts.  6d. 


*NOTE. — Definition  of  a  Superficial  Foot. — 
A  superficial  foot  of  timber  shall  mean  an  area 
of  one  square  foot  on  one  surface^  and  being 
one  inch  or  less  in  thickness. 

Upcxi  which  Mr.  Thouas  had  moved,  by 
way  of  amendment — 

That  after  the  word  "nndreited"  the  words 

"  Oregon  and  New  Zealand  pine  "  be  inserted. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [11. iS].— 
There  is  evidently  a  good  deal  of  misun- 
derstanding about  tliese  duties.  The  Min- 
ister of  Trade  and  Customs  talks  of  giving 
a  rebate  on  timber  which  under  this  Tariff 
is  absolutely  free.  I  do  not  know  what 
more  honorable  members  would  like. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — The  log  timber  is 
free. 

Mr.  FISHER.— What  more  is  required? 
I  could  understand  any  but  a  .protectionist 
Government  asking  that  the  timber  should 
be  cut  up  elsewhm  before  it  is  imported 
to  Australia. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Does  the  hcm- 
orable  member  think  that  logs  can  be  cut 
here  into  case  timber  economically? 

Mr.  FISHER.— To  say  that  we  cannot 
cut  them  in  Australia  is  a  reflection  on 
this  country,  because  they  must  be  cut 
somewhere. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thohson. — It  is  coouner- 
cially  impossible,  because  the  best  timber 
in  the      is  not  used  for  cases. 

Mr.  FISHER." I  could  not  get  a  better 
illustration  of  the  want  of  knowledge 
existing  on  the  question  than  the  statement 
of  the  honorable  member  for  North  Sydney, 
because  if  the  logs  were  brought  in  here 
arwl  were  all  cut  up  here,  not  only  would 
the  best  timber  be  picked  out  for  butter 
boxes,  but  the  inferior  timber,  which  is 
ordinarily  good  enough  for  fruit  cases, 
would  be  available  on  the  spot  for  the 
fruit-growers  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than 
it  is  now. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — By  that  means 
we  should  pay  the  freight  and  diarges  on 
all  the  waste. 

Mr.  FISHER.— But  there  would  be  no 
duty.  Surely  the  importer  has  tr> 
pay  the  ordinary  freight  00  any  goodie 
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imported?  Why  should  he  not  do  so  cm 
timber  as  well  as  on  anything  else?  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  there  has  been  a  great  deal 
of  outcry  regarding  this  timber,  largely  be- 
cause soft  timber  is  grown  in  Australia  in 
only  one  State. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — That  is  not  sa 

Mr.  FISHER.— It  is  largely  so.  In 
the  northern  part  of  New  South 
Wales  a  considerable  amount  of  soft  tim- 
ber— and  very  good  timber  too — is  grown. 
The  Queensland  people  are  neither  afraid 
nor  ashamed  to  take  their  supplies  from 
New  South  Wales,  but  it  would  be  only  fair 
if  there  were  some  reciprocity  on  the  part 
of  that  and  other  States. 

Mr.  Glynn. — Queensland  cannot  supply 
the  demand. 

Mr.  FISHER.— If  so,  what  more  can 
be  desired  than  to  have  the  raw  material 
admitted  duty  free?  It  is  of  no  use  arguing 
thiK  question  at  great  length ;  the  main 
point,  in  a  protectionist  Chamber,  is  whe- 
ther it  is  desired,  not  only  to  have  the  raw 
material  admitted  free,  but  also  the  pre- 
pared material,  with  a  drawback.  The  pro- 
posal of  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier 
is  clever  and  double  barrelled ;  and  no 
doubt  he  has  a  strong  case,  especially  in 
regard  to  the  timber  required  for  the 
Bioken  Hill  mine.  We  are  told  that  Oregon 
is  the  best  for  that  purpose,  but  I  do  not 
know  that  it  is  better  than  hardwood,  ex- 
cept for  the  expense  connected  with  the 
latter. 

Mr.  Hedges.— What  about  the  Mount 
Morgan  mine? 

Ntr.  FISHER.— The  Mount  Morgan 
mine  is  bigger  than  any  mine  at  Broken 
Hill. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Mount  Morgan  is  an 
open  quarrv ! 

Mr.  FISHER.— That  is  not  so, 

Mr.  Watkins. — have  myself  been 
down  Mount  Morgan  for  700  feet. 

Mr.  FISHER. — I  speak  from  personal 
knowledge,  and  I  am  supported  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Newcastle.  When 
the  old  Tariff  was  under  discussion  this 
question  was  argued  at  great  length,  and  I 
then  proved  conclusively  that  at  Mount 
Morgan,  where  hardwood  is  used,  there  has 
never  been  a  case  in  yielding  tivb»  of 
loss  of  life. 

Mr.  Hedges. — There  is  no  weight  for 
the  timber  to  carry  at  Mount  MOTgan. 

Mr.  Thomas. — And  what  is  the  timber 
bill  at  Mount  Mwgan? 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  honorable  member 
is  shifting  his  grpund. 


Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — In  the  whole  of  the 
Tasmanian  mines  Australian  timber  is 
used. 

Mr.  F I SH  E  R.— Honorable  members 
will  observe  that  interjection  by  the  hon- 
orable monber  for  Franklin.  1  do  not  dis- 
pute the  statement  that  oregcxi  timber  suits 
the  mines  at  Broken  Hill. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMs. — That  timber  has 
caused  some  very  disastrous  fires. 

Mr.  FISHER.— That  may  be,  but  I  am 
not  here  to  dictate  to  the  Broken  Hill  mine- 
owners  what  timber  they  shall  use ;  that  is  a 
matter  for  themselves.  My  business  just 
now  is  to  refute  the  arguments  put  forward 
by  the  hraiorable  member  for  Barrier,  quite 
apart  from  any  reference  to  the  use  of 
Oregon  timber  at  Broken  Hill.  The  honor- 
able  member  told  us  that  the  mining  in- 
dustry has  been  hard  hit  by  this  Tariff. 
But,  supposing  that  be  true,  what  may  not 
be  said  as  to  the  timber-getters?  Those 
who  produce  the  timber  are  also  taxed 
heavily  by  means  of  this  Tariff.  Are  not 
their  waggons  and  other  tools  of  trade  sub- 
ject to  heavy  duties?  The  difficulties  of  the 
timber- getters  are  quite  as  great  as  are 
tiiose  of  the  miners,  because  both  are  pio- 
neers. The  honorable  member  for  Barrier 
has  proposed  that  log  timber  from  every 
part  of  the  world  shall  be  admitted  free, 
and,  further,  that  partially  dressed  timber 
shall  also  be  free. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Is  alt  log  timber  free 
now? 

Mr.  FISHER.— Yes;  and  ahvnys  li:is 
been.  When  the  Tariff  was  introduced  I 
drew  attention  10  the  fact ;  and  I  feel  sure 
that  honorable  members  are  under  an  en- 
tire misapprehension  in  regard  to  this  item. 
A  circular  has  been  sent  to  honorable 
members  from  the  Melbourne  and  Suburbs 
Timber  Merchants'  Association,  and  the 
Federated  Sawmill  and  Timber  Yard  and 
General  Woodworkers'  and  Employ^'  As- 
sociatim  suggesting  certain  duties.  One 
of  these  suggestions  is  that  this  particular 
item  shall  be  free.  Why?  In  every  other 
instance  these  bodies  suggest  higher  duties. 

Mr.  Dugald  Thompson. — I  think  the 
honorable  member  is  wn»g  in  his  reading 
of  the  circular. 

Mr.  FISHER.— It  is  suggested  in  the 
circular  that  oregon,  12x6  and  over,  shall 
be  free. 

Mr.  Dugald  Thomson. — But  it  is  sug- 
gested  that  other  dasses  of  timber  shall  also 

'^MlTFISHER.^-i^^fe^^^Sl^  oould 
anything  be  more  selfish? 
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Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  am  not  sup- 
porting the  suggestion,  but  merely  pointing 
out  the  facts. 

Mr.  FISHER.— These  people  suggest 
that  the  timber  on  which  they  can  make 
any  profit  shall  be  free,  but  that  those 
concerned  in  the  manipulation  of  other  tim- 
ber shall  face  the  free  competition  of  the 
world.  Why  should  the  Government, 
especially  a  protecti(»iist  Government,  de* 
sire  to  have  this  timber  prepared  (Hitside 
the  country?  If  this  proposal  be  carried, 
we  shall  next  have  it  suggested  that  a  bonus 
shall  be  paid  on  imported  timber.  That 
there  is  misapprehension  in  this  connexion 
is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Flinders  has  just  asked  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  ^  when  a 
drawback  is  to  be  allowed  on  an  article  that 
is  not  dutiable.  I  trust  that  there  will  be 
scHne  closer  examinaticm  into  the  motives 
which  underlie  the  proposal  to  have  this 
particular  item  admitted  duty  free.  I  shall 
not  deal  with  every  item  mentioned  in  the 
circular,  but  in  nearly  all  instaiwes  a  duty 
is  suggested  on  the  smaller  sizes  of  timber. 
If  we  have  protection,  let  us  have  protec* 
tion  all  round,  and,  more  especially,  give 
some  attention  to  the  pioneer,  who 
is  doing  so  much  to  open  up  the 
counlP.-.  I  suggest  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Barrier  that  New  Zealand 
pine  should  be  excluded  from  his  proposal. 
The  two  timbers  mentioned  in  his  amend- 
mt-nt  are  not  alike,  and  in  regard  to  New 
Zealand  white  pine  the  honorable  member 
cannot  urge  that  duty  is  charged  upon  the 
logs. 

Mr.  Thomas. — But  the  freight  upon  the 
logs  would  I)e  from  6d,  to  is.  more  per 
hundred  superficial  feet. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  honorable  memter 
takes  refuge  in  the  statement  that  logs 
cannot  be  carried  so  cheaply  as  can  pre- 
pared timber. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Decidedly. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Upon  the  same  line  of 
reasoning,  one  might  argue  that  no  raw 
material  whatever  should  be  imported,  on 
the  ground  that  the  freighi  charges  would 
be  heavier  than  if  would  be  in  the  case  of 
the  finished  article. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Dressed  timber  re- 
quires more  handling. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  venture  to  say  that 
timber  in  its  dressed  state  can  be  handled 
a  great  deal  easier  than  it  can  in  the 
rough,  in  addition  to  which  it  can  be 
Hacked  a  great  deal  better.    So  that  if 


the  freight  upcm  log  timber  is  6d.  per 
hundred  super6cial  feet  more  than  is 
charged  upon  dressed  timber,  the  importers 
of  the  former  enjoy  other  ccxnpensating 
advantages.  For  instance,  there  is  the  cost 
of  cutting  the  logb  to  be  considered. 

Mr.  Thomas. — That  would  amount  to 
IS.  6d.  per  hundred  superficial  feet. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  dairying  industry 
already  enjoys  the  advantage  of  getting 
log  timber  admitted  free.  What  more 
does  it  require?  I  thoroug^ily  sympathize 
with  the  idea  that  it  should  be  permitted 
to  obtain  the  timber  which  it  requires  as 
cheaply  as  possible.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
I  was  the  first  honorable  member  to  sug- 
gest that  a  drawback  should  be  allowed 
upon  timber  exported  in  the  form  of  butter 
boxes.  Of  course,  I  am  referring  to  the 
period  when  the  first  Ccanmonwealth  Tariff 
was  submitted  to  this  House.  The  charge 
which  was  then  preferred  against  Queens- 
land timber  was  that  it  was  unsuitable  for 
the  manufacture  of  butter  boxes.  That 
charge  has  now  been  entirely  abandtmed, 
because  the  proof  to  the  contrary  has  been 
overwhelming. 

Mr.  Fuller. — Men  who  desire  that  tim- 
ber for  butter-box  purposes  have  unfulfilled 
orders  extending  over  two  years. 

Mr.  FISHER. — I  am  not  prepared  to 
say  that  at  the  present  imxnent  we  can 
su'pplj  all  the  timber  for  butter  boxes  that 
is  required.  I  merely  affirm  that  as  log 
timber  is  admitted  free,  it  is  cmly  fair  that 
the  dutv  levied  under  paragraph  a  should 
be  retained.  Upon  that  point  I  hope  that 
the  Treasurer  will  remain  firm. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Importers  will 
not  import  log  timber. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Then  they  must  have 
a  good  reason  for  refusing  to  do  so.  If 
they  can  import  timber  in  this  way,  and 
obtain  a  drawback  uptm  it  

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  proposal  is 
based  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  A 
section  of  the  Tariff  Commission. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  would  remind  tUe 
Treasurer  that  upon  the  very  day  that  this 
Tariff  was  intrtxluced  I  asked  him  whether 
the  proposal  to  admit  log  timber  free  was 
fair  to  the  timber-getters.  At  that  time 
I  did  not  think  that  the  Government  ih'o- 
posal,  in  respect  of  paragra[^  a,  would  be 
seriously  attacked.  But  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Barrier  has  moved  a  double-barrel- 
led and  subtle  amendment,  on  the  plea  that 
the  Broken  Hill  mining  companies  require 
Oregon  timber,  and  that   dairymen  must 
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have  timber  for  their  butter  boxes.  He 
discreetly  (Mnitted  to  mention  that  the  raw 
material  of  these  industries  was  admitted 
free.  His  amraidment  strikes  a  blow  at  the 
protective  policy  of  the  Government,  inas- 
much as  if  it  be  carried  it  will  prevent  a 
certain  amonnt  of  work  being  provided  in 
the  Commonwealth.  It  is  strange,  there- 
fore, that  Melbourne  protecticxiists  should 
be  found  supporting  the  admission  free 
of  the  timber  specified  in  paragraf^i  a. 
Apparently  tbej-  want  the  logs  to  be  sawn 
into  convenient  sizes  in  other  parts  of  the 
wcwid.  and  admitted  free.  There  is  not  a 
spark  of  honesty  in  that  pro[X>sal  from  a 
protectionist  point  of  view.  This  Par- 
liament is  meeting  in  Melbourne — in  a 
centre  where  influence  can  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  honorable  meml>ers  in 
a  way  that  it  cannot  l>e  exerted  b\-  per- 
sons located  in  the  more  remote  porti<»is  of 
the  Commonwealth.  To  us  in  Queensland 
this  question  is  important,  but  it  is  not  so 
important  as  to  tonpt  me  to  ask  a  favour 
from  any  hcxiorable  member.  We  shall 
survive,  I  have  no  doubt,  any  unjust 
treatment  we  may  receive.  I  fearlessly 
assert  that  U  a  timber  industry  of  the  sort 
we  are  considering  were  distributed 
through  the  States  such  a  proposal  as  has 
been  made  here  to-day  would  not  be 
listened  to. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  hcmorable 
member  must  not  take  it  for  granted  that 
the  Government  are  gtnng  to  support  the 
proposal. 

Mr.  FISHER. — am  making  no  charge 
against  the  Government. 

Sir  WiLLiASi  Lyne. — I  understood  that 
the  honorable  member  was. 

Mr.  FISHER.— No;  but  at  the  same 
time  I  am  sulxnitting  the  matter  seriously 
to  the  Government.  I  know  that 
there  has  been  an  attempt  made  to 
effect  an  arrangement,  but  I  hope 
that  the  duty  will  stand.  In  my 
opinion  the  timber  duties  are  reasonable. 
I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Tariff  Commission.  I  do  not 
talce  such  serious  notice  of  all  their  recnn- 
mendations  as  do  some  hcmorable  members. 
As  regards  the  timber  for  fruit  cases,  if  it 
does  cost  6d.  more  per  100  superficial  feet 
to  import  the  timber  in  the  log  than  it  would 
cost  to  import  large  squared  timber,  I  con- 
tend that  the  fruit-growers  would  benefit, 
because  in  ordinary  circumstances  the 
scantlings  are  good  enough  to  be  cut  up 
for  the  purpose  of  making  fruit  cases.  If 
logs  can  be  sawn  and  made  into  butter 
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boxes  here,  surely  logs  can  be  sawn  and 
the  scantlings  used  for  making  dieaper 
fruit  cases?  That  information  is  not  given 
to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  a  small 
consolation  to  the  fruit-grower,  because  in 
the  meantime  he  is  paying  on  each  case 
an  extra  2d.,  and  in  some  instances  3d. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Why  is  he  called  upon 
to  make  that  payment?  It  is  simply  be- 
cause there  is  not  available  any  scantling 
timber  out  of  which  to  make  fruit  cases. 
According  to  the  terms  of  the  petition,  the 
saw-millers  want  the  duties  to  be  so  ar- 
ranged that  they  may  be  able  to  import 
CHily  high-class  timber.  I  hope  that  the 
Treasurer  will  not  support  a  proposal  of 
that  kind.  I  suggest  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Barrier  that  he  should  omit 
from  his  am«idment  the  words  "  and  New 
Zealand  pine,"  so  that  we  may  be  able  to 
secure  a  fair  vote  on  the  question  of  ad- 
mitting logs. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— The  honorable 
n>ember  wants  to  divide  and  conquer. 

Mr.  FISHER.— No;  I  want  to  get  an 
opportunity  to  take  a  fair  vote.  If,  how- 
ever, the  honorable  member  for  Barrier — • 
and  there  is  no  more  astute  general  than 
himself  in  a  case  of  this  kind — will  not 
accede  to  mv  suggestitm,  I  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  move  an  amendment  to  his  pro- 
posal, which  is  double-barrelled  and  sub- 
mitted with  the  intentiwi  of  securing  the 
support  of  the  representatives  of  the  dairy- 
ing industry,  which  is  not  affected,  the  fruit 
industry,  and  the  mining  industry.  On  the 
plea  that  the  miners  deserve  special  ccm- 
sideration  it  cannot  be  justified  any  more 
than  it  can  be  justified  in  the  interests  of 
the  timber-getters,  who  are  hit  quite  as  hard, 
and  who  are  entitled  to  any  little  modicum 
of  protection  which  can  be  given  under  the 
Tariff. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— There  are  many 
other  interests  besides  those  of  the  miners 

to  be  considered. 

Mr.  FISHER. — This  is  a  native  indus- 
try in  at  least  two  of  the  States.  It  is  a 
very  proper  industry  for  the  Parliament  to 
assist.  The  timber-getter  goes  out  into  the 
most  difficult  parts  of  Australia  and,  speak- 
ing generally,  he  is  the  picMieer  of  agricul- 
ture. If  we  can  do  anything  to  assist  him 
surely  we  should  do  so,  especially  in  such 
a  small  way  as  is  now  proposed. 

Mr.  Thomas. — There  are,  more  uxridents 
in  the  mines  in  one  week  ^H>@€lt^^((^^  u> 
the  forests  in  one  year.  ^ 
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Mr.  FISHER.— Speaking  off-band,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  h(m- 
orable  member  is  in  error.  Th«e  are  more 
men  killed,  and  more  men  injured  in  tim- 
ber-getting than  in  mining. 

Mr.  Thouas. — Not  proportionately. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  do  not  know  that  the 
muling  industry  is  more  dangerous  to  life 
than  IS  timber-getting.  I  have  had  some 
experience  of  mining.  I  have  also  cut 
down  a  tree  or  twa  I  am  acquainted  with 
the  oonditi<ms  of  both  industries,  and  I 
recognise  that  those  who  are  engaged  in 
them  are  entitled  to  the  greatest  sympathy 
in  respect  of  the  nature  of  their  occupa- 
tions. I  wish  that  we  had  a  method  of 
preventing  acicdents  of  any  kind.  But  I 
do  not  know  that  a  dutv  of  6d.  more  or  6d. 
less  per  loo  superficial  feet  on  the  timber 
will  greatly  affect  that  [Aase  of  the  ques- 
tion. In  the  Parliament  of  1902,  New 
Zealand  pine  was  made  free  by  one  vote, 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Mernda  bas 
explained  that  through  a  miatal»  he  voted 
on  the  wrong  side.  I  am  not  going  to 
challoige  bis  statement.  Clearly,  the  in- 
tention of  that  Parliament  was  that  New 
Zealand  pine  should  not  be  made  free. 
That  is  a  statement  which  cannot  be  con- 
troverted. I  trust  that  the  present  Parlia- 
ment, which,  unlike  the  first  Parliament, 
was  elected  on  a  protectionist  basis,  will 
nc*  do  an  injustice  to  the  timber  getters  in 
the  several  States,  who  are  endeavourii^ 
to  supply  an  indispens^Ie  conmoditv. 

Mr  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North  Syd- 
ney) [ir.46]. — The  honorable  member  for 
Wide  Bay  has  based  almost  the  whole  of 
his  argument  on  the  fact  that  logs  are  ad- 
mitted free.  He  has  stated  that,  even  if  a 
considerable  duty  is  imposed  on  the  timber 
of  which  butter  boxes  and  fruit  cases  are 
made,  there  is  no  necessity  for  any  allow- 
ance of  a  drawback,  because  the  makers 
of  those  boxes  have  the  opportunity  of  im- 
porting the  timber  in  the  log,  which  is  not 
dutiable.  On  its  face,  that  loc^s  a  fair 
argument,  but  I  pcnnt  out  to  the  honor- 
able member  that,  although  logs  are  free 
under  this  Tariff,  and  have  been  free  for 
the  last  five  years,  and  there  has  been  a 
duty  on  different  sizes  of  timber  cut  from 
the  log,  yet  logs  have  not  been  generally 
imported,  for  the  simple  reason  that  it 
does  not  pay  any  one  to  import  them. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  ought  to  pay 
them. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  shall 
explain  to  the  Minister  why  it  does  not. 


Sir  William  Lyne. — If  they  do  not  get 
a  rebate,  they  will  bring  in  the  logs  right 
enough. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  They 
will  not. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — They  import  New 

Zealand  logs. 

Mr.  DTJGALD  THOMSON.— Na 
Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — Well,  all  the  kauri 

timber  comes  to  us  in  \o^. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  hon- 
orable member  will  find  that  he  is  wrong. 

Mr.  Stokrer. — The  greater  part  of  the 
kauri  ocxnes  to  Tasmania  in  Ic^. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — It  cnnes  to  Hobart 
in  logs. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  will 
get  the  figures  looked  up  to  see  what  the 
unportation  of  logs  amounts  to.  The  fact 
is  that  are  more  costly  to  handle. 

They  cost  more  per  100  feet  in 
freightage,  and  when  a  man  is  bringing 
them  in,  be  is  bringing  in  at  a  high  cost 
of  freight — 2s.  3d.  or  2s.  6d.  or  more  per 
100  feet — a  great  deal  of  waste. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — There  is  not  much 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— What 
nonsense  !  The  hcmorable  gentleman  need 
not  tell  me  that  there  is  not  much  waste, 
because  I  have  had  some  experience  in 
this  business. 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne. — ^They  utilize  almost 
every  bit. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— No; 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  waste  with  the  log, 
and  all  that  has  to  be  paid  for.  But  we 
have  the  plain  fact  before  us  that  the  logs 
have  not  been  imported,  except  for  some 
few  special  purposes,  and  in  small  nurabers, 
although  we  have  had  the  other  duties  in 
operation.  If  there  were  a  saving  to  the 
extent  of  the  smallest  fraction,  the  logs 
would  be  imported.  They  are  not  im- 
ported, because  it  costs  more  to  turn  out 
timber  from  the  log  than  it  does  to  pay  the 
dutv  on  the  smaller  sizes. 

Mr.  Page. — If  the  Government  proposed 
to  do  the  same  in  regard  to  timber  as  they 
did  in  regard  to  marble,  they  would  impose 
a  duty  on  sawdust  and  chips. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Yes.  That 
is  a  remarkable  sort  of  protection,  surelv. 
The  best  evidence  of  all  is  that  keen  busi- 
ness men,  anxious  to  make  evoy  pennv  they 
can,  have  not,  under  the  old  Tariff,  im- 
ported the  logs  except  for  a  few  special 
purposes.  althoi^l^.^|^@^(iMj.^ed  the 
cut-up  tunber.  o 
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Mr.  Fisher. — Flitches  -were  free,  too, 
under  the  old  Tariflf. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Not  in  all 
timbers. 

Mr.  Fisher. — In  the  case  of  New  Zea- 
land pine. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am 
s^ieaking  of  the  other  timbers  that  were 
not  free. 

Mr.  Page. — An  export  duty  has  to  be 
paid  on  the  logs  in  New  Zealand,  so  that 
the  importers  do  not  save  in  that  wav. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Yes ;  and 
they  threaten  to  put  a  higher  export  duty 
on.  The  fact  that  krtn  business  mfn  havo 
continued  to  import  the  sawn  timber  shows 
the  uselessness  of  contending  that  they  can 
profitably  import  logs. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Then  they  have  sacrificed 
the  fruit-growers  for  the  sake  of  id.  or 
2d.  a  boc. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If  they 
could  save  id.  or  zd.  per  box  by  importing 
the  logs  they  would  do  so,  but  it  is  because 
thev  would  lose  money  by  importing  logs 
that  they  have  imported  the  sawn  timber 
and  have  had  to  charge  more  to  the  fruit- 
growers fw  their  boxes.  If  we  could  by 
any  means  compel  the  timber  merchants 
to  bring  in  the  logs,  and  cut  them  into 
timber  for  fruit  cases,  the  cost  to  the  fruit- 
grower would  still  be  greater  than  it  is. 

Mr.  Fishes. — ^We  sl»uld  have  cheaper 
fruit  boxes. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  is  per- 
fectlv  evident  that  if  people  now  handling 
timber  are  paying  duties  on  sawn  timber 
rather  than  import  the  logs,  if  we  were  to 
compel  them  to  import  the  logs,  we  diould 
simply  f«oe  an  extra  charge  on  to  the 
users  of  the  products. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Logs  were  brought  in 
last  year  to  the  extent  of  1,133,329  super- 
ficial feet. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— But  look 
at  the  trifle  that  is  in  comparison  with  the 
total  impcffts,  whidi  run  into  many  more 
millicms.  I  think  they  run  up  to  over 
220,000,000  feet  super.  The  honorable 
member  for  Wide  Bay  said,  quite  truly, 
that  this  is  a  protectionist  Parliament.  He 
argued.  "  Let  us  have  protection  all 
round."  Well,  the  old  Tariff  was  protec- 
tive in  the  case  of  timber.  But  it  is  pro- 
posed now  to  go  to  a  much  greater  length, 
and  to  impose  duties  on  timbers  that  we 
especially  left  free  in  our  own  interest 
when  the  last  Tariff  was  dealt  with. 

Mr.  FisREK. — Yes;  by  a  mistaken  vote. 
[248}— 2 


Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  can 
only  go  by  the  votes  recorded.  Let  honor- 
able members  recollect  into  how  many  in- 
dustries timber  enters.  It  affects  our  con- 
structive industries,  the  erection  of  build- 
ings and  bridges,  and  the  homes  of  the 
poorer  classes. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Do  not  white  ants 
eat  New  Zealand  tin^r  ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— This  duty 
would  not  prevent  white  ants  from  eating 
it. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — It  would  be  very 
much  better  to  use  other  timber. 
Mr.   DUGALD    THOMSON. —  What 

other? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Colonial  pine. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If  the 
Treasurer  refers  to  Queensland  pine,  I 
ptnnt  out  that  only  a  small  quantity  of  it  is 
available.  We  are  not  dealing  with  a 
duty  to  prevent  white  ants  from  earing  tim- 
ber. They  will  eat  nearly  all  kinds  of 
timber.  New  Zealand  pine  is  a  timber  of 
the  utmost  importance  in  many  industries. 
It  enters  into  the  making  of  furniture,  agri- 
cultural machinerv,  and  a  host  of  other  in- 
dustries. It  affects  the  fruit  trade  and  the 
butter  industry.  Surely  we  should  pause 
before  we  place  those  trades  at  a  disadvan- 
tage for  no  real  advantage  to  any  one  else. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Does  the  honorable 
member  say  that  there  is  no  timber  avail- 
able in  North  Queensland? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Of  course 
there  is  plenty  of  timber  in  Queensland. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Why  not  onnpel 
people  to  use  diat  instead  of  New  Zealand 
pine? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— There  is 
an  enormous  demand  for  Queensland  tim- 
ber. The  demand  is  so  great  that  the)- 
cannot  execute,  orders,  and  are  refusing 
man  v. 

Mr.  ToDOR. — They  are  even  refusing  to 
quote  prices. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— They  are, 
as  I  can  show  fn»n  the  evidence  given  be- 
fore the  Commission.  Yet  they  come  down 
here,  and  want  us  to  penalize  other  indus- 
tries by  putting  a  duty  on  70,000,000  fi--' 
super,  of  timber,  affecting  nearly  every  in- 
dustrv  in  the  Commonwealth.  I  also  point 
out  that  when,  in  connexion  with  the  last 
Tariff,  we  were  asked  to  put  on  a  duty  of 
IS.  per  100  feet,  at  the  request  of  Queens- 
land, the  i>roposal  was  defeated.  Queens- 
land pine  was  th'-n  selling  nt  i6s.  6<\.  To- 
dav  it  is  in  demand,  ani^camjo|LlfCL  sup- 
plied at  21s.  6d.  ?i#^^M3S!^g^*- 


7034 


Tariff       [REPRESENTATIVES.]  {Timber). 


Mr.  Fisher. — That  seems  high,  but  tim- 
ber has  gOTie  up  all  over  the  wtffld. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  Then 
there  is  no  need  to  ccHnplain  and  to  demand 
a  protective  duty.  The  prire  of  this  class 
of  timber  all  over  the  world  is  increasing, 
and  the  value  of  our  supplies  every  year  is 
going  up.  When  this  timber  was  selling  at 
165.  6d.,  a  duty  of  is.,  which  would  have 
given  our  saw-millers  an  opportunity  to 
secure  only  another  is.  per  100  feet,  was 
asked  for.  Since  then  they  have  been  ob- 
taining more  than  is.  increase,  and  to-day 
th^'v  cannot  book  orders  at  21s.  fid.  That 
being  so,  their  whole  case  falls  to  the  ground. 
IVe  are  asked  to  impose  duties  on  imported 
timbers  used  in  the  manufacture  of  butter- 
boxes,  fruit-boxes,  and  furniture,  in  order 
to  assist  an  industry  that  is  so  flourishing 
that  it  cannot  book  orders  for  long  periods 
ahead  at  5s.  per  100  feet  in  excess  of  the 
price  whidi  [wevailed  in  1902. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Who  refuses  to  book 
such  orders? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON".  —  The 
Melbourne  and  other  agents  for  the  Queens- 
land companies.  This  demand  is  not  justi- 
fied ;  it  would  not  benefit  the  industry  to  the 
extent  of  one  farthing.  I  would  remind  hon- 
orable member  that  this  question  relates 
not  only  to  Queensland,  but  to  New  South 
Wales,  since  a  good  deal  of  the  timber  now 
under  consideration  comes  from  the  Mother 
State.  It  is  stated  that  something  like 
6,000,000  feet  of  timber  from  New  South 
Wales  was  imported  in  one  year  into 
Queensland. 

Mr.  Fisher. — That  shows  our  Federal 
spirit. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  shows 
that  Quemsland  merchants  are  anxious  to 
make  money.  I  have  sufficient  information 
to  justify  the  statemmt — although  I  can- 
not vouch  for  its  absolute  accuracj— that 
Queensland  is  importing  from  New  South 
Wales  more  hoop  or  other  pine  than  she  is 
exporting. 

Mr.  Fisher. — That  must  be  a  gross  mis- 
take. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  mav  be 
a  mistake  as  to  the  quantity,  but  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  steamers  have  been  running 
to  Brisbane  carrying  cargoes  of  timber  from 
New  South  Wales.  Queensland  has  also 
been  importing  fr<m  New  Zealand  white 
pine  for  butter  boxes. 

Mr.  Fisher. — A  Minister  of  the  Crown, 
who  changes  his  politics  as  often  as  the  SUn 
cues,  has  been  cknng  sa. 


Mr.  Arches. — Queenslanders  are  only 
just  discovering  that  the  local  pine  is  as 
good  as  any  other,  and  the  importaticm  of 
New  Zealand  pine  is  gradually  being 
dropped. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  has 
taken  them  a  long  time  to  make  that  dis- 
covery.  Other  States  found  it  out  long  ago. 

Mr.  Archer.~I  was  referring  to  the  use 
of  Queensland  pine  for  butter  boxes. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Queens- 
land pine  has  been  used  in  that  State  for 
the  last  eight  or  ten  years  f<»  making  butter 
boxes. 

Mr.  Archer. — But  there  has  been  a  cer- 
tain prejudice  against  it. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  do  not 
think  that  the  prejudice  now  exists,  so  that 
it  cannot  be  advanced  as  a  reason  for  the 
present  importation  of  New  Zealand  pine 
into  Queensland.  With  all  g^xxlwill  to- 
wards Queensland  and  New  South  Wales, 
we  ought  to  hesitate  before  we  handicap 
other  industries  by  imposing  a  duty  on 
70,000,000  feet  of  New  Zealand  timber, 
for  the  sake  of  Queensland's  export  of 
4,500,000  feet  to  other  States,  seeing  that 
she  is  absolutely  unable  to  supply  further 
orders,  although  highly  profitable  prices  are 
offering.  Queensland  and  New  South 
Wales  timbers  enjoy  some  advantage  over 
New  Zealand  pine  since  the  wharfage  at 
Melbourne  is  sd.  per  100  feet,  and  in 
Sydne\'  3d.  per  100  feet,  less  than  it  is  in 
the  case  of  New  Zealand  pine.  This  duty 
will  increase  the  price  of  fruit  cases  by 
i|d.  each,  and  butter  boxes  by  2|d.  each. 

Mr.  Fisher. — That  is  assuming  that 
those  concerned  will  not  impcwt  this  tindier 
in  the  log. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If  they 
did,  the  cost  would  be  greater. 

Mr.  Fisher. — No  fear. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  do  not 
speak  without  some  practical  knowled^. 
and  the  honorable  member,  on  consultmg 
an  expert,  will  find  that  my  statement  is 
absolutely  borne  out. 

Mr.  ^AHPSON. — It  is  estimated  that 
there  would  be  an  increase  of  ^o  per  cent, 
in  the  cost  if  this  tindjer  were  imported  in 
the  log. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  that  the  difference  would 
be  so  great,  but  I  know  that  there  would  be 
an  increase.  I  am  surprised  that  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Wide  Bay,  with  his 
natural  alertness  of  mind,  has  not  ^alized 
that  men  who  are  ^^"^^^VK^SffS  every 
penny  that  theyPtSlitl^^t^lMNdMy^gl^unport 
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this  timber  In  the  log  if  they  knew  that 
by  doing  so  they  would  reduce  the  cost 
of  their  butter  boxes  and  fruit  cases. 
Tin^r,  to  which  duties  on  sawn  sixes 
relate,  is  not  imported  in  the  log,  except 
for  a  few  special  purposes. 

Mr.  Fisher. — I  have  known  logs  to  be 
shipped  from  South  America  to  the  Old 
Cbuntry  for  twenty  years. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— That  is 
in  cases  where  it  does  not  pay  to  treat 
them  locally.  The  practice  has  been  de- 
clining all  over  the  world,  because  it  is 
found  to  be  unprofitable. 

Mr.  Thouas. — Years  ago  people  used  to 
travel  in  coaches  instead  of  in  trains. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Yes. 
Where  the  exporting  country  has  up-to-date 
saw-mills,  it  does  not  pay  to  send  away 
timber  in  tlie  log.  The  honorable  member 
for  Barrier  has  shown  that  the  use  of  oregon 
at  Broken  Hill  is  advantageous,  not  so 
much  because  of  its  lowness  of  cost — though 
it  is  a  cheap  soft-wood  timber — but  because 
it  gives  warning  of  settlements  in  the  mines. 
The  prices  of  hardwood  and  oregon  show 
that  there  is  no  real  competition  between 
them  on  the  score  of  cheapness.  Hardwood 
is  retailed  in  the  Commonwealth  at  the 
present  time  for  from  9s.  to  los.  per  100 
feet. 

Mr.  John  Thomson.— Market  sizes  of 
hardwood  cannot  be  obtained  in  Sydney  for 
those  prices. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am 
speaking  of  large  sizes.  Oregcm,  on  the 
other  hand,  costs  from  14s.  6d.  to  17s.  per 
100  feet.  I  am  able  to  vouch  for  these 
prios,  because  I  took  special  care  in  get- 
ting tbem. 

Mr.  Bamfobd. — The  honorable  member 
must  be  mistaken  in  his  figures. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— No ;  I 
can  substantiate  them  fully.  The  differ- 
ence in  price  between  local  hardwood  and 
Oregon  is  so  great  that  there  is  no  competi- 
tion between  them  ot  the  score  of  ch*»ip- 
ness.  The  question  wehavetoconsi  ._(■  is, 
therefore:  Shall  we  handicap  our  produc- 
ing interests  bv  increasing  the  price  of 
butter  boxes,  fruit  cases,  furniture  and 
building  materials? 

Mr.  Edwards. — According  to  the  Post- 
master-General, a  duty  does  not  increase 
prices. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Admit- 
ting that  Queensland  has  all  the  timber  we 
need,  her  people  at  the  present  time  cannot 
book  all  the  orders  which  the^  receive,  and 
will  not  be  able  to  largely  increase  their 


delivery  for  many  vears  to  come.  But  the 
New  Zealand  pine  is  beouning  more  costly, 
because  it  is  harder  to  obtain  as  the  forests 
near  the  water  get  cut  out,  and  consequently 
each  year  will  make  the  Queensland  timber 
more  valuable.  The  imposition  of  the  pro- 
posed duty  would  be  of  no  real  advantage 
to  Queensland.  It  is  asked  for  merely 
on  smtimental  grounds. 

Mr.  Groom. — It  was  not  sentiment  that 
moved  the  Queensland  Director  of  Forests 
to  give  evidence  as  to  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  timber  of  the  State. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The 
quantity  and  quality  of  the  Queensland 
timber  are  not  denied;  but  I  say  that  the 
imposition  of  the  proposed  duty  will  not 
benefit  the  State.  Queensland  timber  is 
now  in  demand  at  prices  5s.  higher  than 
those  ruling  in  1902,  when  a  duty  of  is. 
was  asked  for.  Although  the  Postmaster- 
General  asserts  that  duties  do  not  increase 
prices,  even  he,  notwithstanding  his  auda- 
city in  regard  to  fiscal  matters,  would  not 
say  that  duties  will  not  increase  prices 
when  the  internal  production  does  not 
amount  to  more  than  4,500,000  feet,  while 
the  demand  amounts  to  between  70,000,000 
and  75,000,000  feet.  The  prices  of 
Queensland  timber  were  low  in  1902  be- 
cause in  that  year,  owing  to  depressi<Hi, 
there  was  very  little  local  demand,  and  the 
value  of  the  timber  not  having  been  proved 
in  the  other  States,  petsms  Uiere  were  re- 
luctant to  buy  it.  Now,  however, 
Queensland  Is  Brisk  and  active,  and  the 
local  demand  for  her  timber  is  so  great  that 
it  is  with  difficulty  that  <»Ylers  for  export 
can  be  executed,  and  to-day  timber  mer- 
chants there  will  not  book  orders.  I  have 
a  letter  here  which  says  that  an  order  for 
about  1 20,000  feet  took  about  thirteen 
months  to  deliver.  I  trust  that  honorable 
members  will  support  the  amendment  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Barrier. 

Mr.  Page. — He  is  always  up  to  tricks 
against  Queensland. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  pro- 
posed duty  will  not  benefit  nther  Queens- 
land or  New  South  Wales — where,  on  the 
northern  border  and  coasts,  there  is  a  very 
large  quantity  of  good  pine  Umber ;  its  only 
effect  will  be.  by  increasing  the  price  of 
timber,  to  put  a  tax  on  all  industries  in 
which  it  is  a  raw  material. 

Mr.  BAMI  ORD  (Herbert)  [12.19].— 
We  are  now  faced  with  a  problem  which 
often  confronts  us  in  dealing  with  duties 
of  this  nature.  Timber  i^lK^cftVlPiaterial 
of  the  building  antf^ffiM^HliHM,  and 
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by  imposing  a  duty  on  it,  we  must,  in- 
directly at  any  rate,  injure  those  trades  to 
sCHne  extent.  But  the  honorable  member 
for  North  Sydney  would  appear  to  be  un- 
favorably disposed  to  the  imposition  of 
any  duties,  because  his  arguments  went  to 
show  that  any  duty  imposed  on  the  classes 
of  timber  with  which  vre  are  dealing  would 
be  reprehensible.  I  do  nM  go  with  him 
to  that  length.  I  am  willing  to  admit  that 
there  is  no  timber  in  Australia  so  suitable 
for  use  in  the  mines  at  Broken  Hill  as  is 
Oregon.  I  am  willing  also  to  admit  that*  in 
view  of  its  cost  and  the  ease  with  which  it 
can  be  worked,  no  tinaber  can  be  used 
there  more  economically,  but  I  cannot  fol- 
low the  honorable  member  for  Barrier  in 
his  desire  that  12  x  6  timber  should  be 
admitted  duty  free.  I  understand  that  the 
timber  chiefly  used  at  Broken  Hill  is 
10  X  10  timber,  and  if  the  htxiorable  mem- 
ber is  prepared  to  make  his  amendment 
apply  to  Oregon  timber  of  that  iixe  I  am 
willing  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Timber  10  x  10  would 
suit  me,  but  there  are  other  interests  be- 
sides those  of  Broken  Hill  to  be  considered. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— I  think  that  the  free 
admissi<Hi  of  Oregon  timber  lo  x  10  would 
meet  the  case  amply.  If  the  honorable 
member  were  dealing  with  other  Jnterests 
than  those  of  Broken  Hill,  he  slioul'd  be 
prepared  to  vote  for  a  higher  duty,  or  to 
make  the  size  12  x  12  or  any  larger 
size,  so  that  the  cutting  up  of  the  timber 
might  be  done  here.  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
understand  why  the  honorable  member 
should  include  New  Zealand  pine  in  his 
amendment,  and  in  order  to  meet  the  views 
of  honorable  members  who  are  prepared  to 
vote  with  him  on  one  line  and  are  opposed 
to  him  on  another,  be  would  do  well  to 
separate  the  two  items.  A  good  deal  has 
been  said  by  the  htxiorable  members  for 
Wide  Bay  and  NOTth  Sydney  on  the  subject 
of  the  importation  of  timber  in  the  log.  I 
do  not  see  why  New  Zealand  white  pine 
should  not  be  imported  in  the  log.  The 
duty  would  be  very  little  higher  than  if  it 
were  imported  in  planks,  because  in  these 
days  almost  every  portion  of  a  log  can  be 
utilized.  On  my  way  to  the  House  every 
morning  from  South  Melbourne  I  see  lorries 
grnng  along  the  City-road  loaded  with  \og 
timber.  I  do  not  know  whether  this  timber 
onnes  from  New  Zealand,  Tasmania,  or 
Vancouver,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
if  the  importers  found  it  cheaper  to  im- 
port this  timber  in  planks  tb^  would  do 
and.  therefore,  the  argument  that  it 


costs  6d.  a  100  feet  more  to  import  it  in 
the  log  will  not  stand.  I  admit  that  this 
timber  is  squared  to  a  certain  extent,  but 
the  comers  are  left.  I  have  seen  cedar 
brought  here  frran  Cairns  in  the  round,  ani 
when  it  is  remembered  that  the  freight  in 
the  coastal  trade  is  higher  than  the  oversea 
freight,  it  is  clear  tiiat  the  argument  that 
It  is  cheaper  to  import  squared  timber  or 
timber  tn  the  plank  does  not  appeal  to  the 
people  most  interested.  To-day  almost 
every  atom  of  a  log  of  timber  can  be  used 
in  scMne  form  or  another.  The  flitches  cut 
off  in  squaring  it  can  be  used  foe  the  manu- 
facture of  cases,  pieces  smaller  still  are 
used  for  chair  legs,  and,  in  fact,  everything 
but  the  sap  is  used.  In  the  circumstances, 
there  is  no  reason  why  timber  should  not 
be  imported  in  the  log,  and  it  would  then 
be  free  of  duty.  I  do  not,  in  this  matter, 
speak  on  behalf  only  of  Queensland  pine, 
because  I  agree  with  the  honorable  member 
for  North  Sydney  that  the  demand  tor  that 
timber  to-day  cannot  be  satisfied,  although 
all  our  mills  are  w<vking  full  time.  After 
all,  it  is  really  a  serious  question  whether 
we  should  not  be  dcing  ri^t  in  admitting; 
all  timber  free  of  duty,  seeing  that,  b>' 
doing  so,  we  should  be  conserving  our  own 
forests.  The  day  will  come,  in  the  not 
very  distant  future,  when  timber  will  be 
at  extravagant,  if  not  exorbitant,  prices, 
and  there  is  a  good  deal  to  be  said  for  its 
free  admission  from  abroad,  when  the  ef- 
fect would  be  to  denude  the  forests  of  other 
countries  while  we  preserved  our  own. 
However,  we  are  not  so  far-sighted  as, 
perhaps,  we  ought  to  be;  the  present,  and 
the  immediate  future  appeals  to  us  move 
strongly,  and  I  suppose  we  shall  continue 
to  impose  these  duties.  I  am  not  opposed 
to  the  introduction  of  New  Zealand  pine 
free  of  duty  for  the  manufacture  of  butter 
boxes,  but  the  difficulty  is  that,  to  mv  cer- 
tain knowledge,  timber  which  is  ostensiblv 
imported  for  that  purpose  goes  into  use  in 
quite  other  directions. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  honorable 
member  ^ould  not  forget  fruit  cases. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— Ahnost  any  kind  of 
waste  timber  that  we  have  here  can  be  used 
for  the  manufacture  of  fruit  cases.  I  say 
that  if  timber  for  the  manufacture  of  butter 
Ixixes  is  to  be  admitted  free  of  dutv.  it 
should  be  cut  into  such  lengths  as  would 
render  it  useless  for  any  other  purpose. 

Mr.  Mathews. — That  would  depri\*e 
men  here  of  work  in  cutting  the  timber. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— Thar  wMk,d«!s  not 
amount  to  much^^A'^tt  V  WMffM  that 
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timber  admitted  free  for  the  manufacture 
of  butter  boxes  should  be  used  for  other 
purposes. 

Mr.  Groou. — Surely  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Melbourne  Ports  does  not  object  to 
give  some  protection  to  the  timber  getter  ? 

Mr.  O'Malley. — Yes ;  the  hcMwrable 
member  is  a  protectionist  for  South  Mel- 
bourne. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— A  few  days  ago,  1 
had  a  paragraph  taken  frcmi  one  of  the 
northern  newspapers  in  which  it  was  stated 
that  a  Sydney  or  Melbourne  firm  had  made 
inquiries  to  know  what  timber  we  had  in 
North  Queensland  that  would  be  suitable 
for  furniture  making  and  bending.  Some 
people  in  the  trade  at  Cairns  got  a  piece 
of  crow's  foot  elm,  fnxn  which  great  num- 
bers of  axe  handles  are  manufactured  there, 
and  rounded  it  to  about  a  i^-inch  diameter. 
It  was  then  steamed,  and  tied  in  a  knot, 
and  in  that  form  was  sent  to  those  who 
made  the  inquiries,  with  the  request  to 
know  whether  that  would  suit.  That  con- 
clusively proves  that  we  have  supplies  of 
timber  suitable  for  this  purpose.  There  is 
one  other  remark  I  wish  to  make  in  refer- 
ence  to  the  claim  made  by  timber  merchants 
that  the  duty  on  timber  should  be  on  the 
actual  contains ;  that,  for  instance,  a  board 
IS  inches  by  \  indi  should  pay  duty  only 
as  a  l-incb  board. 

Mr.  Tudor. — The  ^finister  is  making 
that  alteration. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— I  do  not  wish  the 
alteration  made.  There  is  a  footnote  at- 
tached to  this  item  which  some  honorable 
members  think  should  be  deleted.  I  am 
lUJt  in  favour  of  that.  According  to  the 
Queensland  practice— and  that  practice  ap- 
plies elsewhere,  though  not  to  the  same  ex- 
tent— if  you  purchase  a  t  2-inch  x  J-inch 
board,  you  pay  for  it  as  a  12  x  i  inch 
board. 

Mr.  Tudor. — I  do  not  think  that  applies 
here 

Mr.  Johnson. — It  does  not  apply  in 
New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— It  applies  in  this 
way,  that  the  board  \%  not  sold  at  the  \  inch 
prire,  and  the  additional  price  charged 
amounts  to  a  good  deal  more  than  is  suffi- 
cient to  pay  for  the  extra  cut.  I  have 
asked  for  price  lists,  with  which  I  expect  to 
be  furnished  before  the  debate  on  this  item 
is  concluded,  and  if  they  come  to  hand,  I 
shall  bring  them  under  the  notice  of  die 
Committee.  In  the  circumstances,  I  am  en- 
tirelv  opposed  to  the  removal  of  the  foot* 
tiote.    Timber  merchants  claim  that  a  12 


X  I  board  should  be  dutiable  as  such,  but 
no  matter  what  they  may  do  with  respect  to 
^•inch  timber,  there  is  no  doubt  that  they 
charge  the  12  x  i  inch  price  for  12  x  |- 
inch  timber. 

Mr.  JoHNS(»9. — Because  they  loee  some- 
thing ii)  the  cutting. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— They  get  an  extra 
board  out  of  the  timber,  and  they  get  a 
f  rice  which  more  than  paj  s  them  iot  cutting 
the  timber  into  12  x  |^-inch  sizes.  I  give 
notice  now  that  if  the  honorable  member 
for  Barrier  persists  in  his  amendment,  I 
shall  move  that  the  size  of  the  timber  to 
which  it  refers  shall  be  10  x  10,  which  is 
the  size  chiefly  used  at  Broken  Hill. 
I  hope  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier 
will  accept  that  amendment. 

Mr.  Tbokas. — If  I  were  the  Minister 
of  Trade  and  Customs  I  should  do  so  at 
oice. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.  —  If  the  honorable 
member  does  not  do  so,  I  shall  have  to 
vote  against  the  12  x  6  proposal. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (A-igas)  [12.36].— One  re- 
mark made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Herbert,  although  perhaps  not  directly  re- 
lated  to  the  item,  is  worthy  of  public  at- 
tention. He  mentioned  the  practical 
sweeping  out  of  our  forests,  without  any 
attempt  bdng  made  to  replant.  Com- 
missions are  sitting  in  different  parts  of 
the  world  at  present  on  the  question  of 
afforestation.  One  of  those  is  sitting 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  is  at  pre- 
sent, I  believe,  in  Ireland.  The  matter  is 
regarded  as  of  such  great  importance  that 
most  extensive  reports  are  published  in 
the  daily  papers  to  keep  alive  the  public 
interest  i.i  the  question  of  replanting.  A 
similar  remark  applies  to  America.  I  hope 
that  the  Government  during  the  recess — 
because  the  less  time  is  lost  in  this  matter 
the  better — will  approach  the  States  with 
a  view  to  arranging  some  united  policy, 
either  by  the  States  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, or,  with  the  permissitm  of  the 
States,  by  the  Coram<mwealth. 

Mr.  Chanter. — New  South  Wales  has 
a  Commission  at  work  now. 

Mr.  GLYNN.- — I  was  not  aware  of  that. 
The  matter  is  of  such  supreme  importance 
that  it  is  now  being  attended  to  m  Ame- 
rica OR  a  large  scale,  and  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  where  I  think  the  forests  are 
far  more  dense  and  extensive  in  propor- 
ticm  to  area  than  they  are  even  in  Aus- 
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]ea\-e  out  the  footnote  to  this  paragraph, 
under  which  measurements  under  i  inch 
would  have  been  taxed  as  inch  measure-i 
ments.      I   differ   from  him  upon  that 
pcnnt,  because  it  is  pointed  out  to  me 
that  that  class  of  timber  is  chiefly  used 
in  the  country  for  the  building  of  the 
poorer  class  of  cottages,  so  that,  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  masses,  it  is  just  as 
well  that  it  has  been  agreed  to  remove 
the  footnote.  My  attenticm  has  been  called 
to  these  duties  by  the  timber  merchants 
of  Adelaide,  who  assure  me  in  a  j<nnt  let- 
ter, which,  imfortunately,  I  cannot  place 
my  hand  upc«i  at  the  moment,  that  there 
is  no  Australian  timber  to  take  the  place 
of  oregCKi,   redwood,  baltic,   kauri,  and 
white  pine.      They  also  assure  me  that 
the  demand  is  so  great  that  they  cannot 
possibly  get  their  orders  attended  to  lo- 
cally, and  that  the  limited  quantity  of 
Queensland  pine  produced  is  chiefly  ab- 
sorbed in  New  South  Wales  and  Victcffia, 
while  the  Australian  hardwood  is  princi- 
pally used  for  such  structures  as  bridges. 
The  que&tiwi  of  price  has  been  mentioned. 
I  have  here  what  I  believe  was  a  circular 
letter  sent  to  honorable  members  on  26th 
November   by    the   Australasian  Marbut 
Carving   Company,  Proprietary  Limited. 
There  are  in  it  one  or  two  paragraphs  to 
which  I  wish  to  draw  attenticm  on  the 
question  of  the  limited  local  supply  that 
exists  to  cope  with  the  increasing  demand, 
and  also  of  the  increase  of  prices  since  the 
introduction  of  this  Tariff.  This  is  a  let- 
ter from  a  cwnpany  who  are  asking  for 
increased    protection  of  their  particular 
product — picture     mouldings — in  conse- 
quence of  the  increased  cost  of  the  raw 
material  under  the  operation  of  the  pre- 
sent duties.     They  menticMi  that  the  pro- 
tection on  their  manufactures  of  20  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  against  imported  mould- 
ings   was   not   sufficient  undo*   the  old 
Tariff,    when  they  were   working  under 
more  favorable  conditions  than   at  pre- 
sent, as  then  a  large  proportion  of  their 
raw    material  —  American    timber  —  was 
charged   duty  'at   the  rate  of   is.  fid. 
per   100  superficial   feet,   whilst  sundry 
New    Zealand    woods    used    by  them 
in  large  quantities  were  admitted  free. 
They  say  that  their  position  is  now  rendered 
still  worse,  as  the  new  timber  duties  have 
been  increased  to  2s.  fid.  per  100  super- 
ficial  feet   on  American   woods,  which 
fOTmerly  came  in  at  the  lower  rate,  and  (o 
2S.  fid.  on  the  New  Zealand  timbers,  which 
have  hitherto  been  free.    Regarding  the 
Ur.  Glynn 


difficulty  that  they  find  of  setting  their 
ordere  coped  with,  they  mention  that  re- 
cently they  tried  to  place  orders  with  three 
Queensland  sawmillers  for  delivery  next 
year,  but  the  contracts  were  declined  ow- 
ing to  the  inability  of  the  sawmillers  to 
supply  their  wants,  while  applications  for 
quotations  to  eight  sawmillers  in  their  own 
State — presumably  Victcwia,  as  the  firm 
is  stationed  in  Melbourne — were  met  with 
silence  on  the  part  of  six,  while  only  two 
took  the  trouble  to  advise  them  that  th^ 
could  not  supply  any  wood  that  would 
be  suitable  tor  their  mouldings.  They 
draw  attention  also  to  the  fact  that  since 
1904  orders  totalling  477.5oo  superficial 
feet  of  Queensland  timber  have  remained 
till  this  day  unexecuted.  Since  the  new 
Tariff  came  into  operaticm  the  timber 
merchants  have  increased  the  price  of 
bally-gum  and  caloon  from  i6s.  8d.  to 
245.  per  100  superficial  feet;  otf  hoop 
pine  from  19$.  3d.  to  21s.  6d.j  of  silkv 
oak  from  24s.  to  40s.,  and  other  woods 
in  proportion,  while  even  at  those  figures 
they  cannot  execute  orders. 

Mr.  Page.— That  is  the  tfame  as  thougfi 
Japan  sent  here  for  a  million  tons  of  wool, 
and  declared,  becauie  we  could  not  execute 
the  order  at  the  moment,  that  there  was  no 
wool  produced  in  Australia. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— Of  course  the  honorable 
member  is  perfectly  just  in  making  that 
remark,  but  1  do  not  think  mudi  wdght 
can  be  attached  to  it. 

Mr.  Page.— If  _  half-a-dozen  people 
wanted  the  hmorable  member  to  appear  for 
them,  and  he  could  only  appear  in  one  case, 
they  might  just  as  well  claim  that  there 
were  no  barristers. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— In  that  case,  I  shoufd 
simply  lament  the  fact  that  I  was  not 
twins.  Still  I  do  not  think  much  wei^t 
can  be  attached  to  what  the  hcMiorable  mem- 
ber for  Maranoa  says,  in  view  of  the  state- 
ment of  this  firm  that  since  1904  orders 
covering  477i50O  super,  feet  have  been  un- 
executed, and  that  they  cannot  even  get  pro- 
mises to  supply  where  their  orders  are  two 
years  in  advance.  It  is,  therefore,  not  a 
recent  matter. 

Mr.  Page. — The  ships  will  not  bring  the 
timber. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— On  the  question  of  ships, 
1  might  say  that  one  of  the  greatest  diffi- 
culties in  conn^ion  with  the  local  supply 
from  Queensland  is  the  cost  of  Inter-State 
freight.  That  is  a  very^h^vy  drawback, 
and  must  be  taken  into  ootui^^ation  in 
connexion  with  these  new  duties.  Before 
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we  dealt  with  the  timber  duties  in  i9oi« 
the  export  of  Queensland  timber  had  largely 
fallen  off.  It  has  oertunly  not  increased 
since  then.  That  shows  that  there  must  be 
very  great  difficulty  in  the  local  consump- 
tion being  met  by  the  local  supply.  If 
anything  is  conclusive  as  to  the  great  diffi- 
culty of  our  local  forests  meeting  the  de- 
mand, it  is  the  fact  mentioned  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  North  Sydney  that  the 
total  importation  of  logs  last  year  was  about 
1,500,000  super,  feet,  whereas  I  believe  in 
Broken  Hill  alcme — if  the  figures  are  the 
same  now  as  they  were  in  1901— the  con- 
sumption  js    about    15.000.000  super. 

of  timber.  Considering  the  many 
avocations  into  which  timber  enters, 
that  it  is  the  raw  materia!  of  so 
many  industries,  and  that  the  price  of 
building  in  South  Australia — where  the 
houses  are  built  of  stone,  but  where,  of 
course,  a  fair  amount  of  wood  has  to  be 
used  in  their  construction— has  recently 
gone  up  bv  from  .^o  to  35  per  cent..  I 
would  really  appeal  to  honorable  members 
trt  |)lace  a  moderate  impost,  not  only  upon 
Oregon,  and  upcm  sizes  that  would  suit 
the  ordinary  importations  of  Oregon,  but 
upon  timber  graerally,  in  the  interests  of 
trade  througfiout  the  Commonwealth. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Would  the  honorable 
member  admit  New  Zealand  pine  free? 

Mr,  GLYNN. — Certainly ;  and  oreeon 
also.  Of  course,  if  we  get  a  sixpenny  duty, 
I  shall  rejoice,  because  that  would  not  kill 
enterprise  at  Broken  Hil! ;  but  my 
vote,  in  a  matter  of  this  import- 
ance, for  reasons  which  I  do  not 
wish  to  elaborate,  will  go  for  freedom  in 
connexion  with  these  timbers.  We  ought 
to  be  especially  considerate  to  the  mining 
industry.  Brok«i  Hill,  which  has  a  present 
population  of  40,000  perscHis,  is  the  main- 
stay of  a  good  many  people  who  do  not 
live  there.  It  is  a  large  consumer  of  tim- 
ber. 

Mr.  Chanter. — And  there  is  a  splendid 
natural  forest  on  the  Murray,  not  far  awav. 

Mr.  GLYNN. — We  can  only  go  on  the 
evidence  placed  before  us,  of  experts  and 
o*  experience,  which  certainly  shows,  as 
the  honorable  member  for  Herbert  has 
honestly  admitted,  that,  as  regards  oregon 
for  Broken  Hill,  we  shall  reallv  be  nutting 
an  insurance  on  the  lives  of  the  miners  if 
we  allow  the  mines  to  use  oregon.  It  is 
more  easily  worked,  and  always  gives  in- 
dication of  creep  or  subsidence.  Consi- 
dering that  we  are  indebted  to  a  large  extent 
for  our  prosperity  to  the  development  of 


those  mines,  and  that  the  mining  output  is 
of  the  value  of  something  like  ;^32,ooo,ooo 
per  annum,  surely  honorable  members  will 
not  think  we  ask  too  much  when  we  ask 
that  these  woods  should  be  admitted  free, 
especially  those  which  are  not  grown  in 
Australia  at  all.  I  expect  with  s(Mne  confi- 
dence that  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Barrier  will  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)[i2.48].— I  do  not 
wish  to  elaborate  the  question,  as  the  htm- 
orable  member  for  North  Sydney  put  a 
^-ery  strong  case  bef<»:e  the  Committee,  and 
wn  had  a  long  struggle  over  the  matter  in 
the  consideration  of  the  last  Tariff.  On 
that  occasion,  we  reduced  the  duties  cwi- 
siderably.  I  cannot  understand  why  the 
Government  should  propose  such  a  largely 
increased  impost  on  timber.  I  am  pleased 
that  they  haw  agreed  to  an  alteration  with 
regard  to  measurement,  and  are  prepared  to 
revert  to  the  old  system.  What  I  am 
concerned  about  is  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Barrier;  and  I  de- 
sire to  point  out  that  oregon  is  largely  used 
in  ship-building  work,  for  ceilings,  linings, 
and  so  forth.  Then,  nothing  better  than 
kauri  can  be  used  for  deck  planking;  and' 
if  duties  be  placed  on  these  timbers,  the 
result  will  not  be  to  force  Australian  woods 
into  use, 'but  merely  to  increase  prices  to 
the  users.  Further,  we  know  that  pine  is 
necessary  foe  the  making  of  butter  boxes, 
and  that  Queensland  pine  is  not  so  suitable 
as  white  or  clear  pine  is  in  pattern-making. 
The  Queensland  jNne  is  objected  to  on  ac- 
count of  its  knot^  diaracter. 

Mr.  Groou. — That  is  a  mistake,  surely  ? 

Mr.  WILKS.— There  is  no  mistake  at 
all ;  pattern-makers  do  not  care  to  use  bard 
or  knotty  wood. 

Mr.  Groom. — What  timber  do  they  re- 
quire ? 

Mr.  WILKS. — The  white  or  clear  pine 
of  New  Zealand.  I  wish  that  the  Treasurer 
were  present,  because  I  desire  to  point  out 
what  I  consider  to  be  an  anwualy  in  the 
Tariff.  What  I  mean  is  that  undressed 
American  ash  is  made  dutiable,  whereas  it 
ought  to  come  under  "  Hickory  undressed  " 
in  paragraph  x.  American  ash  is  similar 
to  hickory,  and  obtained  from  the  same 
part  of  the  world;  and  is  preferred  by 
coachbuilders  on  account  of  its  strength  and 
lightness.  It  is  contended  that  we  should 
at  least  make  our  own  buggies  and  other 
vehicles ;  and  even  protecticmists  will  not 
say  that  this  industry  can  be  carried  on 
with  hard  woods  or  pines.    Some  of  the 
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largest  users  of  timber  happen  to  be  within 
the  Dalley  electorate;  indeed,  in  any  in- 
dustry of  a  substantial  character,  we  may 
be  sure  of  finding  the  leading  workshops 
there  situated.  The  marvel  is  that  th^ 
L.dustries  should  have  all  been  created  and 
have  flourished  without  the  assistance  of 
any  Tariff.  I  suppose  that  the  Dalley 
electorate  will,  in  the  future,  beccxne  more 
and  mcffe  a  manufacturing  centre. 

^fr.  Groou.  —Especially  under  this 
Tariff. 

Mr.  WILKS.— These  industries  were 
established  without  the  aid  of  a  Tariff ; 
but,  of  course,  if  a  protective  Tariff  is  to 
be  passed,  I  do  not  see  why  something 
should  not  be  done  for  my  constituents. 
My  own  opinion  is,  however,  that  it  is  bet- 
ter to  admit  timber  as  under  the  old  Tariff 
than  to  impose  a  duty  which  will  not  have 
the  effect  of  forcing  the  use  of  Australian 
timbers,  but  will  merely  increase  the  price 
of  the  imported  article.  I  can  understand 
the  action  of  the  honorable  member  for  Bar- 
rier in  the  interests  of  large  users  of  timber 
at  Broken  Hill;  because  we  know  that, 
although  within  40  or  50  miles  there  is 
plenty  of  timber  available,  that  timber  is 
not  suitable  for  the  purpose.  I  should  like 
to  point  out  that  baltic  timber  is  largely 
used  in  the  making  of  spars,  for  which  no 
one  will  contend  Australian  wood  can  be 
utilized.  The  honorable  member  for  Cow- 
per  will  admit  that,  even  in  the  river  ship- 
building of  New  South  Wales,  kauri  is 
used  to  a  large  extent.  As  to  the  talk  about 
the  export  of  hardwood,  the  honorable 
member  to  whcxn  I  have  just  referred  will 
bear  me  out  when  I  say  that  it  is  di£5cult 
to  get  sufficient  for  the  local  consumpti<Hi. 
r  tiiink  honorable  members  ought  to  pay 
some  attenti<xi  to  the  honorable  member  for 
North  Sydney,  who  is  not  one  to  exaggerate 
his  statements,  and  who  has  more  special 
knowledge  than  most  men. 

Mr.  Fisher. — The  honorable  member  for 
North  Sydney  was  seriously  wrong  when  he 
said  that,  in  the  case  of  Queensland,  msxe 
timber  is  imported  than  exported. 

Mr.  Bruce  Sbcith.  —  The  honorable 
member  for  North  Sydney  merely  said  that 
he  was  so  informed. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Then  his  information  is 
seriously  incorrect. 

Mr.  WII.KS— If  the  honorable  member 
for  North  Sydney  has  made  a  mistake,  he 
will  be  ready  to  admit  it. 

Sitting  suspended  from  i  to  2.1$  p.m. 


Mr.  WILKS. — Since  the  sitting  was  sus- 
pended, my  attention  has  been  directed  to 
the  fact  that  under  paragraph  bb  of  thi& 
item,  spars  in  the  rough  are  admitted  free» 
so  that  that  portion  of  my  a^ument  which 
had  reference  to  baltic  pine  falls  to  the 
ground.  It  is  somewhat  of  an  anomaly 
that  whereas  under  paragraph  a,  ash,  un- 
dressed, will  be  taxable  at  is.  6d.  per  xoo 
superficial  feet,  under  paragraph  x  hickory 
will  be  admitted  free.  Now,  it  is 
well  known  that  our  coach -builders  largely 
use  American  ash  in  the  construction  oif 
buggies.  They  prefer  it  because  of  its 
lightness,  its  durability,  and  its  toughness, 
and,  consequently,  this  duty  will  prove  a 
tax  upon  them. 

Mr.  Page. — Queensland  produces  good 
timber  for  buggies. 

Mr.  WILKS.— It  is  not  as  good  as  is 
American  ash. 

Mr.  Page. — Yes  it  is.  But  the  public 
do  not  know  that.  The  h(»iorable  member 
did  not  know  it  when  he  bought  his  buggy. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  have  never  been  able 
to  purchase  even  a  wheelbarrow.  If  X 
were  a  member  of  the  Labour  Part)-,  pro- 
bably I  should  have  both  a  buggy  and  a 
motor  car. 

Mr.  Page. — Every  Labour  member  pos- 
sesses these  things,  I  suf^iose? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  for  Maranoa  must  not  interject 
from  the  Treasury  bench. 

Mr.  Page. — Under  what  standing  order 
do  you  refuse  to  allow  me  to  interject  hoai 
this  boich? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  rule  that  the  hon- 
orable member  must  not  interject  from  the 
Treasury  bench. - 

Mr.  Page. — ^Then  I  disagree  with  your 
ruling. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Will  the  honoraWe 
member  put  his  dissent  in  writing? 

Mr.  Page. — Most  certainly.  I  desire  to 
have  this  matter  settled.  If  you,  sir,  will 
tell  me  under  what  standing  prder  I  am 
prevented  frcna  interjecting  from  the  Trea- 
sury bench,  I  shall  be  satisfied. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Under  standing 
order  48. 

Mr.  Page. — If  there  be  a  standing  order 
bearing  on  the  subject,  I  shall  withdraw 
my  dissent  from  your  ruling. 

Mr.  WILKS. — As  hickory  has  received 
special  treatment  under  this  item,  I  fail 
to  see  why  similar  treatment  should  not  be 
accorded  to  American  ash.   The  honorable 

terjection  this  mcffmng,  tnn  nfere  was 
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good  timber  in  Australia  which  might  be 
used  in  the  Broken  Hill  mines.  I  recollect 
journeying  with  the  Consul  for  Canada, 
Mr.  J .  S.  Larke,  some  ten  or  eleven  years 
ago,  as  far  as  Broken  Hill.  That  gentle- 
man was  then  on  his  way  to  inspect  the 
forest  at  Menindi. 

Mr.  Chantek. — There  is  no  forest  there. 

Mr.  Thomas.— What  is  there? 

Mr.  Chantek. — Merely  scrub. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Mr.  Larke  had  always 
feared  that  American  timber  would  lose 
its  hold  on  the  Australian  market,  but  his 
visit  to  Menindi  affectually  allaved  his 
apprehension  in  that  regard.  Seeing  that 
the  Broken  Hill  mines  use  such  an  enor- 
mous quantity  of  timber,  I  do  not  favour 
imposing  further  taxation  in  this  directicm. 
Had  the  timbers  at  Menindi  bem  suitable 
for  mining  purposes  there  is  no  doabt  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Kooyong,  who  is 
a  shrewd  business  man,  would  have' pur- 
chased the  entire  forest.  I  shall  support 
the  proposal  of  the  honorable  membw  for 
Barrier  in  regard  to  the  admission  of 
Oregon  pine  and  kauri  pine  free  of  duty. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY  (Darwin) 
£2.25]. — The  honorable  member  for  North 
Sydney  stated  that  hardwood  could  be  pur- 
chased for  9s.  per  100  superficial  feet, 
wfaile  imported  softwoods  cost  fnxn  14s.  to 
17s.  per  100  supn^cial  feet.  If  that  be 
so,  why  should  there  be  sudi  tremendous 
opposition  to  the  duty  proposed? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Because  it  will 
increase  the  price  of  Oregon. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— The  imposi^ 
tion  of  a  duty  upon  timber  is  necessary 
to  encourage  Australian  productions.  The 
moment  that  we  have  Australian  mills  work- 
tne  up  to  their  highest  capacity  a  market 
wUl  be  available  alike  to  the  merchant  and 
to  the  local  timber-getter.  The  h(Miorable 
monber  for  Dalley  has  ipovnted  out  that 
American  ash  ought  to  be  admitted  free, 
because  buggies  are  diiefly  built  of  that 
timber.  But  assuming  that  blackwood  can 
be  obtained  in  Tasmania  which  is  superior 
to  AnDerican  ash,  why  should  not  its  produc- 
tion be  encouraged  ? 

Mr.  Wiixs. — ^Australian  timbers  are  not 
sufficiently  seasoned. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— How  can  we 
expect  the  Australian  mill-owner  in  the 
bush,  whose  banker  is  calling  upon  him 
about  once  every  fortnight  to  reduce  his 
overdraft,  to  season  his  timber  if  we  do  not 
pronde  him  with  a  market  for  it  ?  But  if 
we  i^ade  him  in  such  a  position  that  be 
is  able  to  say  to  the  local  financi^  "  I  am 


able  to  produce  this  timber  and  I  have  an 
Australian  market  for  it,  but  I  wish  to  store 
it  until  it  is  thoroughly  seasoned,"  he  will 
be  able  to  get  the  necasary  assistance  to 
tide  him  over  the  dull  season.  Members  of 
the  Opposition  will  admit  that,  if  they  have 
studied  even  the  elementary  principles  of 
finance. 

Mr.  Thouas. — Let  us  establish  a 
national  bank. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  will  discuss 
that  subject  on  another  occasion.  I  merely 
wish  to  point  out  the  necessity  for  develop- 
ing our  timber  industry  as  the  Americans 
and  the  Canadians  have  developed  theirs. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Suppose  that  Aus- 
tralia were  ccmipeting  with  America;  what 
would  the  honorable  member  do? 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY— I  should  do 
exactly  what  I  am  doing  now.  I  am  an 
Australian.  More  than  that,  I  am  not  an 
accidental  Australian.  The  honorable 
member  for  Barrier  has  stated  that  he 
wants  pine  admitted  free  for  the  Barrier 
mines. 

Mr.  Thomas.— No,  no. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— The  honor- 
able member  for  Wide  Bay  has  said  that 
Queensland  can  supply  the  best  pine  in 
the  world  for  the  making  of  butter  bo»8, 
and,  as  regards  mining  requirements, 
stringv  bark  or  blue  gum  is  used  in  all 
the  Tasmanian  mines. 

Mr.  Thomas.  —  Broken  Hill  gave  an 
order  for  a  month's  supply  of  stringy  bark, 
but  it  paralyzed  Tasmania.  The  sawmil- 
lers  could  not  supply  the  order. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY— Some  of  the 
largest  mines  in  the  world  are  in  Tas- 
mania. The  world's  biggest  tin  mine  is 
at  Mount  Bischoff,  and  Tasmanian  tim- 
ber is  used  in  all  the  mines.  From  that 
State  timber  is  being  sent  to  South 
Africa,  to  be  used  in  the  Transvaal.  It  is 
found  to  be  the  best  kind  of  timber  in 
competitiOT  with  American  timber.  Most  of 
the  mines  in  South  Africa  are  managed  by 
Americans.  Their  patriotism  would  en- 
courage them  to  get  American  pine  if  it 
were  superior  to  Tasmanian  timber,  but  it 
is_  not.  How,  then,  can  my  honorable 
friends  on  the  other  side  stand  up  and  say 
that  Tasmanian  timber  is  not  fit  to  be  used 
for  the  purpose  of  developing  the  Broken 
Hill  mines  ?  Their  minds  are  affected  bv  this 
accursed  preiudice  in  favour  of  "  foreign- 
ism  '* — this  -black-hearted  bigotrv — against 

to  wipe  that  feeling  out  of  their  souls,  and 
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80  that  they  may  be  led  to  love  their 
own  country.  I  intrad  to  move  that  logs 
be  not  allowed  to  (xxne  in  free.  Let  me  read 
to  homn^le  members  a  tribute  to  the 
merits  of  Tasmanian  hardwood  from  the 
report  of  the  A  secticm  of  tte  Tarifif  Com- 
missicHi — 

Tasmanian  hardwood  has  not  got  into  general 
use,  a«  it  is  more  difficult  to  be  worked  than  im- 
ported pine,  and  also  because  of  the  low  duty 
on  the  latter.  Hardwood  lasts  twice  as  long  as 
pine — in  fact  floorine  of  hardwood  will  last  for 
too  years  with  ordinary  usage — but  first  cost, 
and  not  durability,  is  the  chief  consideration. — 
(H.  Jones,  Q.  35229.)  In  Tasmania,  very  little 
other  timber  than  hardwood  is  osed  for  flooring ; 
but  it  is  not  so  utiliied  in  other  States. — 
(Q-  SS^^S-^-)  chief  objection  to  hardwood 

for  mining  purposes  is  its  weight,  which  in- 
creases the  cost  of  railway  carnage.  A  piece 
of  hardwood  9  ft.  6  in.  x  4  in.,  is  equal  in 
strength  to  Oregon  9  ft.  12  in.  x  6  in.,  and 
the  one  would  be  as  easy  to  handle  as  the  other, 
strength  for  strength.— (Q.  35a74-7S-)  Hard- 
wood has  twice  the  straining  power  of  Oregon, 
and  one-tbird  less  the  quantity  of  the  former 
would  suffice  for  mining  purposes  as  against  the 
latter.  This  meant,  to  some  extent,  a  reduction 
of  cost. — ^Q.  35277-80.)  Tasmanian  blackwood 
and  Huon  pine  are  said  to  be  two  of  the  finest 
timbers  in  the  world  for  cabinet  and  other  uses. 
Hardwood  is  mpre  white-ant  resisting  than  pine ; 
,  less  inflammable,  and  therefore  more  suitable 
for  mining  purposes. — (Q.  35296-98.)  Hard- 
wood flooring  boards  when  tongued  and  grooved, 
are  not  liable  to  tear.— (Q-  35335-37-) 
Every  c»ie  knows  that  pine  boards  are  liable 
to  tear — 

Tasmanian  stringybark  and  binegum,  unlike 
some  other  hardwoods,  do  not  snap  suddenly  and 

without  warning.  For  this  reason,  those  tim- 
bers, the  witness  contended,  were  both  safe  and 
suitable  for  mining  purposes,  and  large  quan- 
tities had  been  used  at  Broken  Hill  prior  to  the 
introduction  of  Oregon  on  account  of  saving 
in  f reight  on  the  latter.— {Q.  35407-1 1 .)  In 
most  cases,  hardwood  thoroughly  seasoned  can 
be  used  for  building  purposes  quite  as  econo- 
mically as  Oregon.  In  the  case  of  long  spans, 
it  is  more  difficult  to  obtain  seasoned  hardwood, 
as  outside  sizes  are  not  generally  kept  in  stock. 

That  is  exactly  what  I  have  pointed  out — 
that  the  sawmillers  in  small  places  are  not 
financially  in  a  position,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  they  have  not  got  the  Australian  mar- 
ket, to  saw  their  own  timber  and  keep  it  for 
years  to  season  it. 

Mr.  McWiLUAM,s. — They  are  supplying 
the  British  Admiralty  with  the  Iwigest  span 
timber  in  the  world — 160  feet  long. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY— Exactly.  The 
report  continues — 

A  12  in.   X  2  in.  joist,  witness  said,  if  put 
green  into  .1  building,  would  shrink  fully  to 
2  inches.— (Kemp,  Q.  36168-74.)   With  the  ex- 
ception of  flooring  boards,  no  attention  was  paid 
o  the  seasoning  of  timber,  and  builders  nearly 
'ways  used  it  green — very  often  before  it  had 


been  out  of  the  log  a  fortnight. — (Q.  36238-41,) 
Dry  hardwood  cannot  bfe  so  rapidly  worked  as 
Oregon  and  lundred  woods.  Weatherboards 
take  double  nailing,  and  particular  care  bat  to 
be  taken  of  the  thinner  edge.  There  is  a  larger 
outlay  in  insurance  on  Oregon  than  on  hard- 
wood.—{Q.  36254-59.) 

The  report  goes  on  to  deal  with  the  position 
in  other  States.  In  Tasmania  we  have 
every  kind  of  timber  required  to  supply 
the  needs  of  the  Commonwealth  for  some 
thousands  of  years. 

Mr.  Thomas.— The  mines  could  not 
get  a  supply  from  Tasmania. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— Is  it  not 
amazing*  sir,  that  honorable  members  get 
into  their  minds  this  fiction  that  they  could 
not  get  a  supply  from  Tasmania?  I  pro- 
pose to  read  a  few  opinions  from  a  letter 
which  has  been  placed  in  my  hands  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Franklin.  It  does 
not  emanate  from  the  sawmillers  of  tht- 
large  cities,  who  want  everything  admitted 
free  except  their  own  product.  I  am  not 
fighting  for  the  privileges  of  the  large 
cities,  but  for  the  rights  of  the  small  saw- 
millers, who  have  cleared  the  bush,  and 
have  been  followed  by  settlement.  In  Tas- 
mania there  are  places  where  himdreds  of 
farmers  are  settled  behind  the  sawmills. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — There  is  a 
duty  on  hardwood. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— What  is  the 
use  of  having  a  duty  on  hardwood  wh^ 
none  is  impcnted?  It  does  not  amount  to 
anything  unless  we  can  shut  out  the  pine- 
Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— Would  the 
iHXiOTable  member  make  them  use  hard- 
wood for  butter  boxes? 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— If  the  honor- 
able m«nber  will  vote  with  me  to  put  a 
duty  on  pine,  I  am  quite  willing  to  take 
the  duty  off  hardwood. 

Mr.  Johnson.— Would  the  htmorable 
member  make  butter  boxes  out  of  Tas- 
manian timber? 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— Queensland 
and  Tasmania  can  fumi^  enouj^  jnne  to 
make  all  the  butter  boxes  used  here  for  the 
next  10,000  years.  The  sawmilTers  close 
their  letter  with  a  statement  that 
i  f  these  proposal  s  were  a  dopted ,  it 
would  mean  1 2 ,000  more  empl(^^ 
working  directly  and  permanently  in 
the  industry,  and  30,000  selectors,  ar- 
tisans, and  tradesmen  to  supply  their 
wants.  Let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  when 
the  sawmills  take  down  the  timber  they 
clear  the  land,  and  setUemaitL^Ji^ows. 
Honorable  membeft^'^fiytWTfH^Mmis- 
ter  as  their  leader,  are  lighting  to  bring 
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emigrants  from  the  Old  Country  to  Aus- 
tralia. An  opportunity  to  find  places  to 
settle  immigrants  is  afforded  by  encourag- 
ing the  local  timber  producers.  We  can 
introduce  immigrants  and  dispose  of  them 
in  this  way  to  the  immense  bfmefit  of  local 
industries.  I  have  had  too  many  years  of 
business  experience  not  to  know  how  hard 
it  is  to  induce  business  men  to  change  from 
the  old  ways  to  which  they  are  accustomed.  1 
venture  to' say  that  if  I  went  down  Collins- 
street  or  Flinders-lane,  and  offered  a  new 
thing  to  a  business  man,  no  matter  how 
valuable  it  might  be,  if  he  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  handling  a  certain  thing  in  a 
certain  way  for  twenty  or  thirty  vears, 
he  would  iK>t  change  his  practice.  We  are 
told  that  the  manufacturers,  business  men. 
and  mine-owners  know  what  is  best  f<x' 
their  purposes.  I  say  that  they  do 
not  know  what  is  best.  Hie  reason 
why  they  stick  to  what  they  are  accustomed 
to  is  largely  because  they  have  entered 
into  contracts.  What  is  the  use  of 
talking  about  equality  of  opportunitv? 
There  is  no  equality  of  opportunity,  if  we 
give  the  big  man  an  opportimity  to  swal- 
low  up  the  little  fellow. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — The  big  fellow  was 
a  little  fellow  once,  I  suppose. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— The  honor- 
able member  himself  was  a  little  fellow 
onoe,  but  now  he  is  a  big  fellow.  Knowing 
what  it  is  to  struggle  and  fight  as  a  little 
man,  with  evory  one  against  him,  I  want 
to  give  the  little  man  who  is  running  a 
mill,  an  opportunity ;  and  on  this  ground 
I  claim  the  vote  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Echuca.  I  suppose  that  the  minds 
of  honor^le  members  are  made  up.  I 
can  OTily  put  the  case  to  them  to  the  best 
of  my  understanding,  aiid  ask  them  if 
they  can  find  it  in  their  consciences  and 
souls  to  do  something  for  the  small  saw- 
miller  of  this  country,  to  help  me  on  this 
occasion. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [2.48].— This 
qiiestirai  is  one  of  the  most  important  that 
we  have  had  to  deal  with  in  considering 
the  Tariff.  It  strikes  me  as  having  a  grxxl 
many  sides.  Forestry  as  an  industry  has 
been  very  much  neglected  by  all  the  States. 
All  over  the  world,  an  alarm  has  been 
rreated  as  to  the  probable  shorts  p-e  of 
timber.  It  is  heart-breakinp  to  obser\e 
what  little  .interest  is  taken  in  the  preser- 
vation of  the  magnificent  forests  we  have 
in  all  the  States  of  the  Conmonwealth. 
Some  of  our  timbers  are  unique;  all  of 


them  arew  valuable.  But  still  a  good  deal 
of  careless  destruction  takes  place.  Splen- 
did trees  are  cut  down  and  only  portitxis 
ot  them  are  utilized.  It  occurs  to  me  that 
as  forestry  is  not  cared  for  as  it  ought  to 
be,  there  is  no  need  for  us  to  rush  in 
to  encourage  timber  cutting  until  the 
people  of  the  various  States  are  awakened 
to  the  necessity  of  properly  utilizing  their 
resources.  We  are  nor  read^,  by  means  of 
a  protective  policy,  to  bnng  about  the 
proper  care  and  use  of  our  timbers.  The 
question  whether  they  can  be  profitably 
utilized  cannot  be  considered  solely  from 
the  timber-getter's  point  of  view.  He  has 
to  go  out  into  the  forest  in  very  rough 
country,  where  nothing  is  done  by  the 
States  Governments  to  help  him.  It  is 
easiej-  to  get  a  railway  line  ccmstructed 
into  an  agricultural  district  than  to  get 
a  line  put  into  a  f(»rest.  During  the  last 
Tariff  debate,  we  were  told  by  Queens- 
land representatives  that  there  are  magnifi- 
cent forests  in  that  State,  but  that,  unfor- 
tunately, they  are  inaccessible.  That  means 
that  nothing  has  been  done  to  take  railways 
to  them.  There  is  no  country  that  is  in- 
accessible, if  ordinary  means  of  access  are 
adopted. 

Mr.*  Edwards. — It  is  going  to  be  done 
in  the  near  future, 

Mr.  SPENCE.— We  hear  nothing  but 
what  is  going  to  be  done.  I  do  not  take 
much  notice  of  things  that  are  going  to 
be  dcme.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  that  in 
the  past  our  timber  resources  have 
been  neglected.  In.  Queensland,  railway 
carriage,  road  carriage,  and  water  car- 
riage can  be  provided,  and  if  the  State  goes 
ahead  sufficiently  to  warrant  a  good  Govern- 
ment providing  for  plentv  of  timber-carry- 
ing ships,  and  for  railways  into  the  forests, 
ive  shall  begin  to  think  more  favorably  of 
the  importance  of  the  timber  industr>'. 
There  are  magnificent  limber  resources 
which  are  at  present  practically  un- 
touched, and  which,  even  with  a 
ver\  high  duty,  would  not  necessarily 
be  forced  into  use,  because  the 
cost  of  getting  the  Queensland  timber 
down  to  the  big  centres  in  the  several 
States  would  be  so  high  that  it  would 
be  cheaper  for  the  timber  merchants  to 
pay  the  rkity  and  import.  We  have  im- 
porte<l  dnrina;  the  past  nine  months — taking 
rfturns  which  have  come  tn  hand  this  week 
—  <i. 126, 042  ivorth  of  timber.  At  the 
same  time  we  exported  ;^525,i9g  worth. 
These  figures  show  that  we  are  sending 
away  about  half  as  much  as  we  import. 
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That  is  just  one  of  those .  anoma- 
lies t  h  at  f  ace  us  in  connexion  with 
our  industries.  We  have  supplies  of  our 
own,  but  we  are  not  utilizing  them  as  we 
ought  to  do.  It  does  not  follow  that  a  high 
duty  would  alter  that  neglect.  There  has 
been  some  talk  about  imposing  a  duty  on 
logs.  Let  me  say  at  once  that  putting  logs 
oa  the  free  list  is  simply  frill  and  trimming. 
It  means  absolutely  nothing.  It  is  better 
for  the  importers  to  pay  the  duty  on  cut 
timber  than  to  take  the  iogs  free.  Not 
only  is  that  proved  bv  the  facts  quoted  by 
the  honorable  member  for  North  Sydney, 
showing  that  there  is  no  import  of  logs  for 
cutting-up  purposes,  but  it  is  also  proved 
by  the  tact  that  the  only  togs  that  are  im- 
ported *Tre  used  as  large  timber  for  special 
purposes.  The  hcHiorable  member  for  Dar- 
win, who  is  a  business  man,  will  under- 
stand the  position  of  affairs  when  I  quote 
figures  from  this  week's  price  list. 
It  shows  that  the  price  of  New  Zea- 
land kauri  pine  logs  runs  from  20s.  tt> 
24s.  per  100  superfidal  feet.  The  price 
for  kauri  pine  sawn  is  from  20s.  to  .^os. 
So  th;it  .the  best  sawn  timber  sells  at  prac- 
tically the  same  price  as  kauri  logs.  What 
timber  merchant  would  be  mad  enough  to 
pay  for  logs  which  he  would  have  to  put 
labour  into  for  cutting  up,  when  he  could 
get  sawn  timber  for  the  same  money? 
Furthermore,  if  he  bought  logs  he  would 
not  be  sun"  that  some  of  them  would  not 
have  flaws  in  them,  whereas  when  he  buys 
sawn  timber  he  knows  that  he  is  getting  the 
best.  Furthennore,  when  ships  are  laden 
with  cut-up  timber  they  can  be  loaded 
heavily,  and  the  stuff  is  easy  to  handle. 
But  when  you  put  logs  into  a  ship  there  is 
waste  of  space  owing  to  their  differing 
shapes  and  lengths.  Therefore  all  this 
talk  of  admitting  logs  free  simply  means 
the  advantage  of  a  few  people  who  want 
great  blocks  of  wood  for  special  purposes. 
Then,  again,  the  price  list  shows  that  New 
Zealand  kauri  pine  flitches  are  sold  at  from 
22s.  to  25s.  per  100  superficial  feet.  Those 
facts,  it  seems  to  me,  do  away  with  the  idea 
that  it  is  ncressarv  to  make  provision  for 
the  free  import  of  logs.  I  also  desire  to 
sav  that  Broken  Hill  is  not  the  only  mining 
centre  that  needs  to  import  oreeon.  In  my 
own  electorate,  on  the  Cobar  field,  there 
are  enormous  quarries.  Some  of  the  holes 
,Tre  so  large  that  the  whole  of  these  Par- 
liament buildings  could  easily  be  dropped 
into  one  of  them.  When  a  mine  reaches  a 
certain  depth,  they  cannot  quarry  any  more, 
but  have  to  use  tunbers,  and  the  only  way 
Mr.  Sftnee. 


of  preventing  a  cdlapse  is  by  adopting 
what  is  known  as  the  square  set — the 
method  followed  at  Broken  Hill.  The 
only  suitable  timber  is  oregon.  If  hard- 
wood is  used,  there  is  danger.  It  is  true 
that  hardwood  is  used  in  mines  all  over 
Australia,  but  it  is  not  suitable  at  places 
like  Broken  Hill.  There  are  thousands  of 
miners  there  who  have  been  mining  all  their 
lives,  and  there  are  also  mine  managers 
who  have  been  specially  trained  to  the 
work.  Very  strong  evidence  would  have 
to  be  brought  forward  to  ccxivince  honor- 
able members  who  are  impartial  that  these 
men  do  not  understand  what  they  want 
They  take  what  suits  their  particular 
locality  as  any  other  sane  and  wise  man 
would  do.  To  attempt  to  apply  one 
universal  rule  to  differing  ccxiditions  is 
merely  foolishness.  The  advantage  of 
using  Oregon  where  the  square-set  method 
of  mining  is  adopted  is  that  when  there  is 
danger  it  begins  to  "talk,"  as  the  minen 
say,  and  so  £^ves  the  inen  time  to  get  out 
of  danger.  I  have  wwked  in  mines  for 
many  years  myself.  I  have  been  in  mines 
that  were  timbered  with  some  of  the 
strtmgest  wood  that  Australia  can  produce 
—  box,  which  will  withstand  fire  as  well 
as  steel.  But  this  strong  timber  will 
collapse  suddenly  with  a  noise  like 
a  clap  of  thunder.  ,  It  gives  no 
warning.  Those  who  talk  about  develop- 
ing our  forestry  for  the  benefit  of  the 
mining  industry  are  therefcMe  talking  beside 
the  issue.  They  do  not  touch  the  necessities 
of  mines  like  those  at  Broken  Hill  and 
Cobar,  and  even  at  Stawell,  where  the 
same  method  will  have  to  be  adopted.  For 
the  square-set  system,  after  experiment,  no 
timber  has  been  found  so  suitable  frtxn  the 
point  of  view  of  safety  as  oregon.  That 
there  is  timber  that  is  stronger  is  admitted. 
It  is  not  a  question  of  strength,  but  of 
suitability — of  giving  warning  to  the  men 
of  the  crash  that  is  coming  from  the  settling: 
of  the  country.  An  honorable  mem- 
ber has  interjected  that  we  ought 
to  consider  the  question  of  safetv  from 
fire.    Very  few  fixes  occur  in  the  mines. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMs. — There  have  been  a 
few  in  the  Broken  Hill  mines. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— We  have  to  take  pre- 
cautions against  fire  in  mines  just  as  we 
have  to  do  in  our  own  homes.  Stringy  bark 
will  bum  well  in  a  draught.  The  imposi- 
tion of  even  a  very  heavy .  duty  Will  not 
cause  the  use  of  oregqficl5^i9iQ^©pose» 
to  be  disomtinued. 
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Mr.  Thomas. — The  only  way  to  (prevent 
the  use  of  Oregon  in  mines  would  be  to 
prohibit  its  importation. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Exactly.  The  duty  will 
not  increase  employment,  and  it  will  simply 
be  a  tax  upon  an  industry  \t\\\c\\  is  not  pro- 
ducing something  the  price  of  which  can  be 
regulated.  It  will  not  cause  an  additional 
foot  of  timber  froni  Tasmania  or  the  Mur- 
ray district  to  be  used  in  the  mir>es.  I 
would  therefore  urge  honorable  members  to 
give  special  ccmsideration  to  this  para- 
graph. There  is  no  conflict  between  Oregon 
and  Australian  timbers,  and  I  think  that 
the  items  menti(Hied  should  be  dealt  with 
separately. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — What  are  the  sizes 
of  the  OTCgon  used  in  the  mines  ? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  timber  is  obtained 
in  sizes  of  10  inches  x  10  inches,  and  is  cut 
<Ki  the  mines.  A  large  quantity  of  hard- 
wood is  also  used  in  Broken  Hill  and  other 
mining  districts,  and  it  seems  probable  that 
we  shall  continue  to  use  a  lot  of  it.  At  the 
present  time  in  my  district  mining  timber 
has  to  be  carried  a  distance  of  460  miles, 
so  that  the  cost  of  carriage  al{xie  is  a  seri- 
oos  item,  and  the  timber  should  be  made 
available  at  as  low  a  rate  as  possible.  When 
the  first  Federal  TariCF  was  under  con- 
sideration some  timber  merchants  com- 
plained that  if  or^txi  were  allowed  to  come 
in  free  it  would  ccxnpete  unfairly  with  Aus- 
tralian timbers.  On  this  occasion,  bow- 
ewt,  they  ask  that  Oregon  in  sizes  of  12 
inches  x  6  inches  or  of  equivalent  sizes 
shall  come  in  free.  The  workers  in  the 
industry  and  the  timber  merchants  them- 
selves are  therefore  in  agreement. 

Mr.  HcWiLLiAMS. — They  are  not  timber 
getters;  they  are  OTly  timber-cutters,  carry- 
ing on  business  in  Melbourne  and  other 
large  cities. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — If  we  can  extend  con- 
sideratiOT  to  the  timber  getter — the  immary 
producer — we  ought  to  do  so.  The  timber 
merchants  have  asked  that  certain  timbers 
that  are  not  produced  here  shall  be  allowed 
to  come  in  free  since  they  do  not  compete 
with  Australian  timbers.  I  disagree  with 
the  attitude  taken  up  by  some  honorable 
members,  who  seem  to  object  to  the  free  in- 
troduction of  certain  imported  timber  nn 
the  ground  that  it  enters  into  comiJetition 
with  Australian  timbers  which,  although 
not  suitable,  might  well  be  used  as  a  sub- 
stitute. As  a  matter  of  fact  the  great 
mining  companies  at  Broken  Hill  and  in 
my  own  electorate  are  obliged  to  obtain 
Oregon  irrespective  of  the  cost,  and  as  that 


is  the  positk>n  of  many  other  mines,  such 
an  argument  ought  not  to  carry  any  weight. 
I  shall  leave  experts  to  deal  with  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  or  not  New  Zealand  white 
pine  is  absolutely  neoessary  foe  butter 
bcses. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  hope  that  they 
will  not  do  so  at  any  length. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — I  have  been  endeavour- 
ing to  .put  up  a  fight  for  the  great  mining 
industry,  which  gives  employment,  not  to  a 
lot  of  women  and  girls,  but  to  112,000  men. 
So  far,  although  the  Treasurer  has  met  us 
to  some  extent  by  a  re-arrangement  of  the 
item ,  I  have  not  been  ve  ry  success  f u  1 . 
Honorable  members  have  not  given  to  the 
industry  the  ccmsideration  that  it  deserves. 
I  have  endeavoured  to  make  the  demands 
of  the  mining  industry  6t  in  with  the  re- 
quirements of  other  industries;  but  I  hope 
that  h(»iorabIe  members  will  recognise  that 
this  is  an  exceptional  item.  Tasmania  could 
not  supply  the  demand  for  hardwood  at 
Broken  Hill. 

Mr.  Storrbr. — That  is  incorrect. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  am  informed  that  it 
cannot  do  so,  although  I  know  that  Tas- 
mania has  magnificent  forests,  and  that  the 
Broken  Hill  mines  use  a  great  deal  of  Tas- 
manian  hardwood.  I  know  sufficient  000- 
cerning  the  dairying  industry  to  be  able  to 
say  that  timber  that  will  not  taint  the  but- 
ter is  absolutely  neoessary  for  butter-boxes, 
and  we  should  not  unneoessarily  tax  an  in- 
dustry when  the  selling  prices  of  its  pro- 
ducts cannot  be  regulated.  The  honorable 
member  for  Herbert  has  suggested  an  alter- 
ation in  the  size  of  the  timber  dealt  with 
under  this  paragraph.  I  would  remind  him, 
however,  that  the  me  of  12  in.  x  6  in.  is 
generally  recognised  by  timber  merchants  as 
one  that  readily  lends  itself  to  cutting.  The 
size  10  in.  x  10  in.  would  not  be  so  suit- 
able, and  the  alteration  of  the  minimum, 
as  suggested  by  the  honorable  manber, 
would  be  unsatisfactory.  I  think  that  we 
should  adhere  to  the  proposal  that  the  mini- 
mum size  dealt  with  under  this  paragraph 
shall  be  12  in.  x  6  in.  or  its  equivalent, 
which  will  be  more  convenient  and  at  the 
same  time  enable  the  mines  to  obtain  the 
size  of  timber  that  thev  require. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [3.101— I  have 
in  my  electorate  timber  merchants  who 
have  written  to  me  complaining  of  the 
effect  of  these  duties,  and  have  asked  mc 
to  lay  certain  facts  before  the  Committee. 
I  shall  endeavour  to  do  so  as  briefly  as  pos 
sible.  One  prant  that  (fily>P!ffil?*'ze  i.s 
that  Oregon  doJ^WWiSPjS^^pete 
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with  Queensland  pine.  Some  of  our 
Queensland  friends  seem  to  think  that  it 
does  ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  Oregon,  owing 
to  its  peculiar  suitability  for  building  and 
mining  purposes,  as  xvell  as  for  spars,  will 
continue  to  be  imported,  regardless  of  any 
duty  that  nuiy  be  imposed.  It  is  far 
superior  for  the  special  purposes  for  which 
it  is  used  to  any  of  the  hardwoods  which 
8(xne  honorable  members  suggest  should  be 
substituted  for  it.  I  should  like  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Barrier,  who  I  under- 
stand proposes  to  insert  the  words  "  Oregon 
pine  and  white  pine"  before  n.e.i.  in  para- 
graph A  to  also  include  the  words  "baltic 
and  redwood." 

Mr.  Thomas. — I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  JOHNSON. —  I  think  that  the 
timbers  dealt  with  in  paragraphs  a,  b  and 
c  should  be  subjected  to  the  one  duty.  An. 
all-round  dutv  of  6d.  per  lOo  superficial 
feet  would  about  meet  the  case,  although  T 
would  prefer  to  see  them  all  made  free. 
Redwof^  is  used  almost  exclusively 
for  jcrinerv  purposes — for  door  panels, 
skirtings,  mouldings,  sashes,  architraves, 
and  the  like.  Baltic  is  a  cheap  class  of 
timber  used  largely  bv  artisans  and  settlers 
for  flooring,  lining,  and  weatherboards:  it 
is  rarely  employed  in  the  construction  of 
thf  more  expensive  buildings,  where  the 
more  expensive  kauri  flooring  is  preferred. 
I  have  here  a  statement  from  Messrs.  Lang- 
don  and  Langdon,  timber  merchants  of 
New  South  Wales,  which  I  shall  read  to 
the  Committee,  believing  that  I  shall 
thereby  save  time — 

We  are  admittedly  the  largest  distributors  of 
Oregon  in  the  State,  and  we  can  therefore 
speak  with  some  confidence  upon  the  matter,  and 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  graduated 
duties  will  not  have  that  effect — [stop  the  im- 
portation of  smaller  sizes']  —  and  that  the 
■pecifications  for  future  delivery  will  not  in  any 
way  be  altered.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  since  we 
were  notified  of  these  duties,  we  have  sent  speci- 
fications away  to  America  for  four  separate 
abipments,  aggregating  over  six  million  feet,  and 
we  have  made  not  the  slightest  alteration  in  the 
specification  in  consequence  of  the  altered  duties. 
The  reason  for  this  must  be  apparent  to  any 
one  having  any  knowledge  of  the  building  tradei 
as  builders  have  so  long  been  accustomed  to 
getting  what  is  termed  "  foreign  cut"  (full  cut), 
that  they  arc  not  likely  to  pay  for  sizes  ^  inch 
more  in  thickness  and  in  width  than  they  actu- 
ally get,  which  would  be  the  case  if  cut  out  of 
ordinary  junk;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
timber  merchants  could  not  afford  to  cut  smaller 
sizes,  such  as  3  in.  x  a  in.,  4  in.  x  a  in.,  &c., 
full,  out  of  such  big  sizes  without  charging  an 
additional  price  to  cover  the  waste  caused  by 
the  saw  cut.  Taking  this  into  consideration, 
nth  the  extra  handling,  it  will  still  pay  the 


limber  merchants  better  to  import  the  smaller 
sizes  and  pay  the  additional  duty.  In  •thcr 
words,  it  would  not  pay  us  as  merchants  lo  cut 
up  the  large-sized  timber,  as  the  cost  of  labour 
and  the  waste  would  amount  to  more  than  the 
additional  duty. 

Therefore,  it  will  be  seen  that,  no  mattw 
how  high  the  duty  on  sawn  timber  is  made* 
the  timber  merchants  will  still  find  it  pays 
them  better  to  import  certain  sizes  ready 
cut  up  than  to  import  the  logs  and  have 
them  cut  here.  It  would  cost  them  more 
than  they  would  save  in  duty.  With-  re- 
gard to  what  has  been  said  about  the  pos- 
sibility of  supplying  the  requirements  of 
the  Commonwealth  with  locally-grown 
timber,  I  have  here  a  number  of  letters 
containing^  the  complaijit  fthat  cwders 
placed  with  local  mills  months  ago  have 
not  vet  been  executed.  One  correspon- 
dent says — 

In  September,  1906,  we  wrote  complaining  of 
the  great  delay  in  the  execution  of  orders,  and 
they  replied  stating  that  we  must  not  blame 
them  for  being  short  as  they  would  hurry  up 
our  orders,  and  that  they  would  run  the  par- 
ticular item  in  question,  viz.,  flooring,  as  soon 
as  thev  could ;  but  it  would  be  at  least  a  fort- 
night before  the  timber  was  properly  dry.  and, 
notwithstanding  this'  promise,  the  'order  still 
remains  unexecuted. 

Again,  in  August  of  this  year,  we  had  an 
inquiry  from  one  of  our  builders  for  the  fol- 
lowing, viz.  ; — 

5,000  feet  ...  4  in.  x  li  in.  T.  G. 
3,000  feet  ...  4  in,  X  I  in.  T.  G. 
Thinking  we  might  get  this  down  in  one  con- 
signment, we  communicated  with  the  Sydney 
agents  of  the  Queensland  Timber  Combine,  ask- 
ing for  a  quotation  for  the  same.  They  re- 
plied to  the  effect  that  at  the  moment  they  could 
not  accept  any  further  orders  for  Queensland 
hoop  pine.  Therefore,  you  will  readily  see  that, 
notwithstanding  our  desire  to  obtain  this  timber, 
the  Queensland  people  are  not  in  a  position  to 
supply  even  our  smallest  order  within  a  reason- 
able time.  Our  requirements  are  of  such  a 
nature  that  we  could  take  this  limber  by  the  full 
shipload,  and  pay  cash  against  documents,  and 
yet  we  are  receiving  such  gmall  consignment* — 
rvcn  down  to  a,ooo  feet — that  when  it  does 
arrive,  it  is  really  not  worth  our  while  to  incur 
the  expense  of  taking  delivery,  as  we  have  to 
take  delivery  by  punt,  and  it  costs  us  very 
nearly  as  much  to  take  delivery  of  a,ooo  feet 
as  it 'would  for  50,000. 

As  a  further  instance  of  the  unsatisfactory 
position  of  the  Queensland  trade,  the  tendency 
of  the  increased  duties  seems  to  be  putting  the 
Queensland  mills  in  such  a  position  that  they 
will  not  accept  orders  at  ruling  or  schedule 
prices,  but  are  seeking  for  offers  by  competition 
among  the  timber  merchants,  which  means  that 
this  business  is  being  conducted  upon  an  abso- 
lutely unsatisfactory  basis.  We  dare  not  book 
orders  in  advance  for  this  class  of  timber,  as 
when  we  have  done  so  in  the  past  we  have  in- 
variably had  to  substitute  SMSe  J>diei_fi9bet  in 
consequence  of  its  riibtitiaMhlB^4b(«&VKiMimc. 
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Not  only  is  the  supply  of  Queensland  pine 
unequal  to  the  demand,  but  the  Queensland 
mill-owners  are  refusing  orders  at  schedule 
prices,  holding  back  to  secure  still  higher 
prices  by  means  of  combinati<xi. 

Mr.  Chanter. — They  cannot  get  their 
timber  awav.  The  Shipping  Ring  will  not 
take  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  —  That  is  nonsense. 
There  are  plenty  of  sailing  vessels  to  be 
chartered  if  the  steamers  of  the  Shipping 
Ring  are  not  available.  The  firm  to  which 
I  have  alluded  is  willing  to  take  the  whole 
of  their  shii»nents,  and  yet  cannot  get  its 
orders  ewcuted.  It  cannot  even  get  a  small 
quantity  like  3.000  feet  without  waiting  an 
unduly  long  time.  However,  I  shall  not 
labour  the  question,  although  I  could  say  a 
good  deal  on  the  subject.  I  hope  that  the 
tluties  will  be  considerably  reduced.  The 
C<xnmittee  should  not  forget  that  the  im- 
ported timbers  have  spedal  uses  which  the 
Colonial  pine  will  not  serve,  and,  there- 
fore, do  not  come  into  competition  with  it. 
Timber  merchants  are  willing  to  take  as 
much  Colonial  pine  as  they  can  get,  but,  in 
addition,  they  find  it  necessarj-  to  make 
large  importations  of  Oregon,  baltic,  red- 
wood, white  pine,  and  kauri  to  meet  their 
obligations  to  the  building  and  other  trades. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooywig)  [^25].— I  desire 
to  emphasize  one  or  two  pomts  which  have 
been  made  during  the  discussion.  The 
alteration  in  the  definitiwi  of  superficial 
area  to  which  the  Minister  agreed  last  night 
will  make  a  great  difference  to  the  position. 
That  should  not  be  lost  sight  of.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Darwin  made  a  forcible 
appeal  for  the  use  of  Tasmanian  timbers. 
I  wish  to  see  Tasmanian  and  Australian 
timbers  used  as  much  as  possible,  and  at 
Broken  Hill  a  large  quantity  of  Tasmanian 
timber  is  used.  Last  year  we  used  750,000 
feet  of  Tasmanian  timber.  But  the  total 
quantity  of  timber  required  there  for  min- 
ing purposes  is  15,000,000  feet— a  pretty 
big  order  to  fill.  Undoubtedly,  for  min- 
ing purposes  Oregon  possesses  qualities 
which  the  Australian  timbers  do  not  pos- 
sess. In  the  first  place,  it  is  much  lighter. 
Seven  hundred  superficial  feet  of  Oregon, 
960  feet  of  baltic,  or  360  feet  of  hard- 
wocxl  go  to  the  ton.  From  Port  Pirie  to 
Broken  Hill  the  freight  on  timber  is 
26s.  2d.  per  ton.  Therefore,  it  coats 
37s.  4jd.  to  transport  1,000  superiidal  feet 
of  Oregon  over  that  distance,  and  728.  7jd., 
or  35s.  3d.  more,  to  transport  the  same 
quantity  of  Tamianian  hardwood. 


Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — Is  not  the  hardwood 
twice  as  strong? 

Mr.  KNOX.— The  tensile  strength  of 
Oregon  is  not  so  great  as  that  of  hardwood ; 
but  it  is  of  great  advantage  to  miners  to  be 
able  to  use  a  timber  which  is  not  too  heavy 
to  be  easily  handled,  and  there  is  a  great 
saving  in  freight  in  using  the  lighter  timber. 
Moreover,  in  the  working  of  large  ore 
bodies — some  of  them  120  to  150  feet  wide 
—the  lives  of  the  men  depend  upon  the  in- 
dications given  by  the  supporting  timbers 
that  the  strain  upon  them  is  too  great. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Would  not  the  miners  be 
safer  if  stronger  timber  were  used? 

Mr.  KNOX.— No.  Hardwood  timber, 
being  short  in  the  grain,  breaks 
suddenly,  whereas  ore^,  being  long 
fibred,  buckles,  and  gives  evidence  of 
strain  l<Mig  before  it  breaks.  Oregon 
timber  may  appear  to  be  strained  to  a 
dangerous  extent,  when  as  a  matter  of 
fact  there  is  really  no  danger,  since  the 
miners  know  that,  in  spite  of  appearances, 
its  bearing  strain  is  by  no  means  exhausted. 
These  features  of  oregon  timber  are  of 
great  importance,  since  they  give  miners 
necessary  warnings,  and,  as  a  consequence 
of  the  use  of  this  timber,  very  serious 
accidents  have  been  prevented  at  Broken 
Hill.  The  diflfculty  of  shaping  hard- 
wood, owing  to  its  hardness,  is,  in  ad- 
dition to  its  weight,  a  matter  of  impor- 
tance to  the  mines.  It  may  be  interesting 
to  honorable  members  to  learn  that  of  the 
8,000,000  feet  of  timber  used  per  annum 
bv  the  Broken  Hill  Proprietary  Co. 
alone,  47  per  cent,  is  10  x  10,  and  53 
per  cent.  10  x  8  timber.  Other  cwnpanies 
at  Broken  Hill  import  timber  cut  to  sizes 
of  10  X  2  and  10  x  4,  but  the  Brok^  Hill 
Proprietary  Company  have  their  own  saw- 
mills in  which  they  cut  the  smaller  sizes 
required  at  the  mine.  There  are  reasons 
why  I  should  be  glad  to  see  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  honor^ie  member  for 
Barrier  carried,  but  in  dealing  with  Tariff 
items  I  have  always  endeavoured  to  sup- 
port fair  and  reasonable  proposals,  and  I 
am  not  prepared  to  believe  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Committee  that  the  large 

?uantities  of  timber  that  have  been  re- 
erred  to  should  be  imported  free  of  duty. 
My  own  feeling  is  that  we  shall  have  done 
what  is  fair  if  we  succeed  in  inducing 
the  Treasurer  to  agree  to  a  duty  of  6d. 
per  100  feet. ' 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE.-VThat  J&  |  the  old 
duty. 
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Mr.  KNOX.— Ves,  the  old  duty.  That 
would  be  an  ecjuitable  and  workable  duty, 
and  one  to  which  the  various  interests  in- 
volved could  take  no  eicepti(m. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Does  the  hcmorable 
member  wish  to  bring  all  the  timber 
duties  down  to  the  level  of  those  imposed 
under  the  old  Tariff? 

Mr.  KNOX. — No,  my  suggestion  would 
not  have  that  eifect.  I  have  not  proposed 
to  interfere  with  other  duties  set  out  in 
this  Tariff.  If  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Barrier  is  not  car- 
ried, and  I  do  not  anticipate  that  it  will 
be,  I  shall  be  prepared  to  move  that  the 
duty  should  be  the  same  as  under  the  old 
Tariff.  The  Treasurer  would  save  his  own 
time  and  the  time  of  the  Committee  if  he 
would  accept  that  alteration.  I  have  infor- 
mation regarding  the  timber  duties  in  my 
possession  with  which  I  might  occupy  the 
time  of  the  Committee  for  an  hour  or  two, 
but  I  have  not  the  remotest  intention  of 
doing  so.  I  have  risen  merely  to  accentuate 
the  fact  that  Oregon  timber  for  mining  pur- 
poses has  peculiar  advantages  over  and 
above  the  hardwood  timbSr  referred  to 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Darwin. 

Mr.  Chanter.— Why  is  it  not  used  in 
the  mines  at  Ballarat,  Bendigo,  Newcastle, 
and  other  places? 

Mr.  Wynne. — Because  they  mine  on  an 
entirely  different  principle  from  that  fol- 
lowed at  Broken  Hill. 

Mr.  Thomas.— What  is  the  width  of  the 
lodes  at  Ballarat? 

Mr.  KNOX.— It  is  true  that  they  mine 
in  the  places  referred  to  on  a  different 
principle  frmn  that  followed  at  Broken 
Hill.  Most  of  the  timber  used  at  Ballarat 
is  round  timber.  I  ask  the  Treasurn-  to  say 
whether  he  is  willing  to  aoc^t  the  sug- 
gesti<n  I  have  made.  If  he  is»  I  tfitnk 
a  majority  of  the  Committee  will  be  found 
prepared  to  agree  to  it. 

Mr.  JOHN  THOMSON  (Cowper) 
[3.35]. — Tlie  debates  which  have  taken 
place  in  this  Chamber  for  weeks  past  have 
clearly  shown  that  the  Committee  is  in 
favour  of  protecting  native  industries. 
Honorable  members  have  shown  their  wil- 
lingness to  impose  duties,  not  only  where 
it  is  clear  that  to  do  so  would  give  encour- 
agement to  established  industries,  but  where 
it  is  shown  that  it  would  probably  lead  to 
the  establishment  of  industries.  If  there  is 
any  industry  in  Australia  of  which  it  can 
be  said  that  it  is  native  to  the  soil,  and 
ought  to  be  encouraged  by  those  who  be- 


lieve in  assisting  local  industries,  it  is  ^le 
timber  industry.  Yet  I  venture  to  say  with- 
out hesitati<»  that  there  is  no  industry 

natural  to  Australia  which  has  been  so 
much  neglected.  We  have  in  each  of  the 
States  forest  wealth  which  even  our  own 
people  do  not  appreciate,  because  we  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  place  our  timbers  on 
the  market  in  such  a  way  as  to  impress 
them  with  their  value.  I  am  afraid  that 
the  acticn  that  is  likely  to  be  taken  in  this 
Committee  will  not  help  the  industry  very 
much.  We  have  considered  that  the  imposi- 
tion of  protective  duti^  on  imports  of 
foreign  goods  which  come  into  competition 
with  goods  manufactured  here  is  helpful 
to  the  local  industries.  Why  should 
this  principle  be  considered  helpful  when 
applied  to  the  production  of  iron,  to  the 
clothing,  or  to  any  other  local  industry,  and 
not  helpful  if  applied  to  the  timber  indus- 
trv  ?  Very  complimentary  things  have  been 
said  to-day  about  timbers  which  are 
imported  frwn  other  parts  of  the  wwld ; 
but  I  want  to  say  that  there  is  no  timber 
in  the  world  like  the  Australian  hardwoods, 
and  for  all  practical  purposes  the  soft 
woods  of  Australia  compare  favourably 
with  the  foreign  timbers  of  which  we  have 
heard  so  much.  I  hope  the  Government  will 
be  able  to  carry  the  duties  they  have  pro- 
posed. Several  speakers  have  referred  to 
peculiarities  of  imported  timbers  which 
render  them  suitable  f<x  oartain  classes  of 
work.  I  shall  not  dispute  what  has  been 
said  about  the  special  requirements  of  tim- 
ber used  for  mining  purposes.  But,  in 
view  of  all  that  has  been  said,  it  does  seem 
strange  that  at  Newcastle— and  the  honor- 
able member  for  Newcastle  can  bear  me 
out — it  is  found  that  eve»  iwfciim  Austra- 
lian hardwood,  can  be  used  for  props  in 
the  mines.  I  am  afraid  that  it  is  not 
so  much  the  special  quality  of  the  imported 
timber  that  is  considered,  but  the  fact  that 
the  people  of  Broken  Hill  have  to  pay  rail- 
way freight  on  the  dead  weight  of  timber, 
and  our  colonial  hardwood  being  heav)', 
they  wish  to  save  the  expense  in  fraght  to 
which  they  would  be  put  if  they  used  hard- 
wood instead  of  oregon.  I  remind  honw- 
able  members  that  the  superiority  of  the 
breaking  strain  of  Australian  hardw'oods 
has  been  proved  over  and  over  again ;  and 
hardwood  beams  of  half  the  si2e  of  the 
oregcHi  timber  used  would  carry  all  the 
weiffht  they  would  have  to  carry  in  the 
Broken  Hill  mines.  Much  that  ha^  been 
said  about  the  advantage  of,  the  use  of  im- 
ported timbers  ^itiz^Si^diBlO^^I^  " 
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roerelv  absurd.  No  one  who  knows  any- 
thing at  all  about  the  subject  would  think 
of  comparing  oregtm  with  Australian  hard- 
woods for  joists.  No  one  can  tell  me  that 
there  is  anything  superior  to  red  mahc^any 
for  flooring  joists,  whilst  for  floor- 
ing tallow-wood  will  last  longer  than 
the  people  who  use  it  When  it 
is  shown  that  impwted  timbers  ccane 
into  competition  with  our  local  tim- 
bers, we  should  be  able  to  appeal  to  honor- 
able members  to  study  our  own  people,  and 
protect  the  local  timber  industry.  We  have 
thousands  of  men  engaged  in  the  industry 
in  Australia,  and  no  men  are  more  hard 
working  than  those  engaged  in  getting  tim- 
ber in  the  bush.  No  people  work  under 
greater  hardship  or  receive  less  for  their 
work,  and  yet  we  find  honorable  members 
cavilling  about  the  few  pertqe  additioial  pro- 
tecticm  which  would  assist  these  men  to  ob- 
tain a  good  living.  We  often  hear  talk  of 
our  timber  supiHias  beoxning  exhausted, 
but  we  need  fear  no  such  ocHitingency. 
They  are  not  likely  to  beoxne  exhausted, 
even  though  we  should  make  a  small  effort 
at  affcwestation.  If  the  States  Governments 
would  give  the  assistance  to  afforestation 
wluch  has  been  over  and  over  again  pro- 
mised  

Mr.  Webster. — And  never  given. 
Mr.  Wynne. — How  old  must  a  tree  be 
before  it  is  fit  for  cutting? 

Mr.  JOHN  THOMSON.— To  what  tree 
does  the  honorable  member  allude? 

Mr.  Wynne. — ^An  Australian  gum.  Must 
it  be  40  years  old? 

Mr.  JOHN  THOMSON.— J  could  show 
the  honorable  member  a  tallow-wood  tree 
7  feet  6  inches  in  g^rth  that  is  not  as  old 
as  I  am  by  a  long  way,  and  he  could  cut 
a  thousand  feet  of  marketable  timber  out 
of  it.  I  wish  to  say  in  connexiwi  with  the 
suggested  exhaustion  of  OUT  timber  supplies, 
that  the  very  primitive  means  on  which  we 
have  to  depend  in  most  cases  for  getting 
our  timbers  to  market  have  restricted  our 
operatiMis  to  a  very  small  area.  It  is 
not  possible  for  a  man  drawing  timber 
with  a  bullock  team  to  work  more  than 
10  miles  from  a  saw-mtll ;  working  at  that 
distance  he  is  able  to  deliver  no  more  than 
three  logs  a  week,  for  which  he  would 
receive  perhajw  j£i  each  at  the  stiraip,  or 
hardly  that.  The  imposition  of  the  duties 
proposed  would  do  something  to  make  the 
limber  industry  profitable  to  those  engaged 
in  it ;  then  a  good  deal  more  might  be  done 
if  saw-mill  companies  could,  or  preferably 
the  States  Governments  would,  construct 


tram  lines  to  open  up  our  forests.  There 
are  thousands  of  acres  of  virgin  forest  in 
New  South  Wales  that  have  never  had  an 
axe  in  th«n,  but  the  nature  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  means  of  transport,  are  such 
that  the  timber  is  practically  inaccessible. 
The  condition  of  things  is  such  that  the 
people  in  the  industry  are  practically  un- 
able to  help  themselves.  There  are  no  more 
resourceful  men  in  the  world  than  are 
bullock  drivers,  but  in  this  matter,  they 
are  able  to  do  but  little  to  help  themselves. 
Perhaps  I  should  not  be  in  order  in  speak- 
ing of  afforestation,  but   I  wish  to  say 
that   our   Australian  hardwoods   do  not 
require  afforestation  on  the    lines  whidi 
some  people  think  necessary.      We  hear 
men  talking  about  planting  gum  trees  as 
if  they  were  talking  of  planting  cabbages. 
That  kind  of  assistance  is  not  required  at 
all.    The  gum  forests  may   be   left  to 
themselves.    I  know  of  many  places  which 
have  in  my  time  been  denuded  of  timber, 
and  which  will  be  covered  with  another 
growth  before  I  die.  In  connexion  with  pine 
timber,  we  have  been  told  that  we  have 
no  pine  available,  or  that  it  is  not  of  a 
marketable  character.    With  the  assistance 
which  I  hope  the  proposed  duties  will  give 
to  the  industry,  people  who  have  pine  on 
their  properties  will  be  able  to  place  as 
much  cm  the  market  as  Australia  can  con- 
sume.    I  have  a  letter  from  a  settler  on 
the  Richmond  River,  near  my  own  dis- 
trk:t,  thou^  not  in  it,  in  which  reference 
is  made  to  the  timber  available  on  his 
property.     I  am  able  to  inform  the  Cc«n- 
mittee   that    in   the    district    which  is 
known  as  the  Don  Dorrigo,  there  is  the 
finest  pine  I  have  ever  seen.    There  are 
virgin  forests  of  pine  there  that  have  never 
had  an  axe  in  them,  because  there  has  been 
no  means  of  getting  the  timber  to  market. 
As  a  result,  the  people  who  take  up  the 
country  are  burning  off  timber  which  could 
be  put  to  use  if  sufficient  inducements  were 
held  out  to  those  engaged  in  the  industry 
to  put  it  on  the  market. 

Mr.  TuoMAS. — The  honorable  member 
is  referring  to  difficulties  of  transit,  and 
the  remedy  for  that  is  a  railway,  and  not 
a  duty. 

Mr.  JOHN  THOMSON.— To  show  the 
quantities  of  timber  in  these  areas,  the 
settler  to  whom  I  have  referred  writes  to 
Messrs.  I.angdnn  and  Langdcn,  saw- 
raiUers,  of  Sydney,  as  follows — 

We  hope  to  be  sending  td^y^SjlMrket  in 
the  nenr  future,  and  have  about^  nVe^iHion  feet 
growing  and  paid  for,  two  million  on  onr  own 
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land  and  three  million  we  have  purchased  on 
outside  land,  and  for  this  three  million  we  may 
want  to  find  a  market,  and  will  no  doubt  send  to 
Sydney  market  if  prtces  are  all  right. 

That  is  on  one  man's  selection.  Very  valu- 
able evidence  was  also  given  before  the 
Tariff  Commission,  showing  the  amount  nf 
timber  available,  and  surely  with  such 
wealth  as  this  at  our  disposal  it  is  worth 
our  while  to  do  something  for  those  en- 
gaged in  producing  it.  The  protectionist 
section  of  the  Tariff  Cconmission  in  their 
report  state — 

A  return  from  the  Deparment  of  Lands  (May* 
1905)  showed  that  the  forest  area  of  the  State 
upon  which  timbers  of  commercial  value  occur 
is  roundly  estimated  to  comprise  30,000,000  acres, 
of  this  7,350,000  acres  have  up  to  date  been  re> 
served  for  forestry  purposes.  Of  the  resumed 
area  about  4,500,000  acres  comprised  coastal 
hardwoods,  3,000,000  acres  inland  forests  of  box, 
ironbark,  and  redgum,  and  about  1,000,000  acres 
highland  brush  forests,  carrving  hoop  or  More- 
ton  Bay  pine  and  other  soft  woods.  On  this 
latter  area  the  amount  of  hoop  pine  available 
for  present  cutting  is  roundly  estimated  to  be 
about  400,000,000  superficial  leet. 

With  regard  to  Qtieensland,  the  Comtnissioa 
report — 

The  Government  Director  of  Forests  supplied 
your  Commission  with  some  valuable  in  forme- 
tion,  to  the  following  effect: — "The  area  of 
the  State  is  437,838,080  acres,  of  which  about 
40,000,000  acres  contain  merchantable  timbers, 
and  it  is  estimated  that  about  one-third  of  the 
entire  State  contains  timbers  at  least  suitable  for 
local  purposes.  There  are  338  reserves,  em- 
bracing 3,606,709  acres,  which  have  been  pro- 
claimed as  reserves  for  forestry  purjxjses.  It 
is  estimated  that  on  reserves  there  are 
3,000,000,000  super,  feet  of  pine,  and  on  Crown 
leased  and  freehold  lands,  1,000,000,000  super, 
feet,  making  a  total  of  3,000,000,000  super,  feet. 

AH  that  goes  to  show  that  we  should  do 
something  to  encourage-  those  in  the  timber 
country  to  make  this  wealth  available,  and 
to  give  them  markets  and  facilities  by  which 
thev  can  bring  this  valuable  asset'  within 
tl»v;  reach  of  the  people  of  Australia.  With 
regard  to  freights,  the  Tariff  Commission 
report — 

In  Western  Australia  it  was  said  that  the 
freight  of  local  timber  from  that  State  to  the 
eastern  States  was  about  los.  a  ton.  Similar 
timber  from  Canada  or  the  United  States  was 
iibout  iSs.  per  1,000  feet,  or  equal  to  38.  per 
100  feet. 

We  pay  from  2S.  pd.  to  3s.  per  100  feet 
for  the  carriage  of  timber  from  the  northern 
rivers  of  New  South  Wales,  between  200 
and  300  miles,  to  Sydney.  Therefore,  ac- 
cording to  the  sworn  evidence  given  before 
the  Commission,  timber  can  be  brought  from 
Canada  or  the  United  States  to  Australia  as 
cheaply  as  it  can  be  from  the  Bellinger  and 
other  rivers  of  Northern  Xew  South  Wales 
iir.  John  Thomson. 


to  Sydney.  The  timber  people  in  those 
countries  can  handle  it  more  easily,  because 
thev  have  large  rivers  down  which  they  can 
raft  it,  whereas  our  people,  as  our  top 
rivers  are  not  sufficiently  large  to  float 
the  timber,  have  to  haul  it  through  the 
bush  with  bullocks,  carried  on  the  trucks. 
The  same  condition  applies  to  other 
parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  is  shown  by 
the  evidence  regarding  Western  Ausfralia. 
Oregon,  ij  by  6  and  over,  is  landed  in 
Hobart  duty  paid  at  about  10s.  to  12s.  per 
100,  and  in  Sydney  at  about  los.  per  100. 
We  in  New  South  Wales  have  engaged  in 
ths  production  of  timber  in  a  very  large 
way,  and  have  invested  a  considerable 
amount  of  money  in  it,  especially  in  the 
case  of  hardwood  timbers.  Our  mills  are 
the  most  up  to  date  in  Australia,  and  the 
wages  are  such  as  those  concerned  need  noe 
h:  ashamed  of.  A  fresh  arrangement  has 
lately  been  made  by  which  the  hours 
of  labour  have  been  reduced.  There 
is  a  very  marked  difference  between 
the  wages  there  and  those  paid  in 
the  Baltic  trade.  This  Committee  has 
rightly  given  consideration  in  the  case  of 
other  industries  to  the  difference  in  the 
rates  of  wages  paid  here  and  elsewhere, 
and  we  should  therefore  take  them  into 
account  in  this  case.  The  Tariff  Commis- 
sion in  their  report,  ai  the  authority  of 
a  Queensland  witness,  state — 

The  highest  rate  of  wages  paid  in  the  pro- 
duction of  Baltic  timber  was  as.  per  day,  whilst 
the  rate  for  corresponding  work  in  Queensland 
was  IS.  per  hour. 

It  Stands  to  reason  that  if  our  sawmillers 
are  paying  from  is.  per  hour— and  those 
are  low  wag»  for  some  of  the  men,  be- 
cause expert  benchmen  and  others  are  paid 
much  higher — we  cannot  compete  with 
people  who  only  pay  2s.  a  day.  I  hope 
that  the  Committee  will  give  to  the  timber 
getters  as  much  consideration  as  has  been 
extended  to  those  engaged  in  other  Aus- 
tralian industries. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Does  the  honorjd>le 
member  say  that  the  timber  cutters  in 
America  are  paid  less  than  those  in  Tas- 
mania? 

Mr.  JOHN  THOMSON— I  was  com- 
paring the  rates  of  wages  in  New  South 
Wales  and  Queensland  with  those  in  the 
Baltic.  The  h<Miorable  member  for  Bar- 
rier has  moved  that  certain  timbers  be 
admitted  free,  with  particular  reference  to 
the  sizes  of  oregon  used  in  the  Broken 
Hill  mines.  He  also  includes  Ne\\C' Zea- 
land pine,  which  competes  very  extensively 
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with  our  pine  and  c^her  timbers.  I  fail 
to  see  why  it  should  be  admitted  free. 
The  only  direction  in  which  our  timber 
may  not  be  able  to  compete  with  New 
Zealand  pine  is  in  the  making  of  butter 
boxes,  because  I  understand  that  our  pines 
are  more  resinous,  and  if  tised  for  Iwtter 
bc»es  would  deteriorate  the  butter.  I  in* 
tend  to  move  when  the  opptwtunity  offers, 
that  New  Zealand  pine  cut  to  sizes  for 
butter  boxes  made  in  bond  shall  be  free. 
I  hope  that  the  CtMnmittee  will  help  the 
sawmilling  industry  ot  Australia  to  over- 
ccxne  s(xne  of  the  disadvantages  under 
which  it  suffers.  Another  fact,  which  is  not 
known  to  most  people,  is  that  we  in  New 
South  Wales  are  under  a  heav^  disability 
in  the  amount  of  royalties  which  we  pay 
to  the  Crown  for  our  timber. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Does  the  hcMiorable 
member  want  a  duty  to  ccmpensate  for 
that? 

Mr.  JOHN  THOMSON— I  think  that 
when  a  man  is  loaded  in  one  way,  we 
should  help  to  unload  him  in  another. 
The  men  with  whom  we  are  competing  do 
not  pay  such  royaltj'.  We  in  this  Com- 
mittee cannot  interfere  with  the  royalty 
system,  but  we  can  help  the  timber  get- 
ter in  another  way.  The  New  South 
Wales  Government  demand  as  royalty  on 
inmbark  in  the  log,  ^A.  per  100  super- 
ficial feet. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Does  the  honorable 
member  think  it  itir  that  all  Australia 
should  pav  a  duty  in  order  that  New 
South  Wales  may  collect  a  royalty? 

Mr.  JOHN  THOMSON.— I  understand 
that  there  are  conditicms  in  other  States 
which,  although  not  quite  identical,  have 
a  similar  effect  to  that  of  the  New  South 
Wales  royalty  system.  On  other  hardwoods 
we  have  to  pay  5d.  per  100  superficial  feet ; 
on  redgum  in  the  log,  is.  6d. ;  on  brush 
timber,  other  than  cedar,  6d. ;  Richmcmd 
River  pine,  6d. ;  Cypress  pine,  pd.  j  and 
cedar  in  the  log,  is.  6d.,  per  100  super- 
ficial feet. 

Mr.  Webster. — Do  they  expect  to  get 
it  for  nothing? 

Mr.  JOHN  THOMSON.— I  am  draw- 
ing attenticm  simply  to  the  way  we  are 
handicapped  in  our  competition  with  tim- 
ber frcxn  outside.  Those  royalties  are 
on  log  measurement.  Out  of  a  1,500-foot 
log,  which  is  only  a  fair  measurement  for 
a  tallow-wood  log,  no  saw-miller  will  get 
more  than  1,000  feet  of  marketable  tim- 
ber; but  still  we  have  to  pav  royaltv  on 
all  that  the  log  ocxitains,  which  is  always 


a  good  deal  more  than  we  get  out  of  it 
in  marketable  timber.  The  older  and 
more  faulty  the  timber  is,  the  greater  are 
the  losses.  No  miller  could  cut  up  logs  from 
the  very  best  forest  that  I  know  of  with 
less  waste  thail  one-third,  while  in  the  ma- 
jority of  cases,  there  is  a  loss  of  50  per 
cent,  in  the  cutting  u^k  All  those  are 
reasons  why  the  Committee  might  give  as- 
sistance to  the  timber  getters.  I  that 
the  duties  proposed  by  the  Government 
will  be  retained,  or,  if  not,  that  at  least 
substantial  rates  will  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  (Oxley)  [3.56].— This 
is  a  question  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
all  the  States;  but,  as  it  has  been  very 
ably  dealt  with  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Wide  Bay  and  others,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose unduly  to  prolong  the  debate.  I 
must  say  at  the  outset  that  I  have  no  in- 
tention of  supporting  the  amendment  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Barrier  to  in- 
clude in  this  item  txegon  and  New  Zea- 
land  fone. 

Mr,  Tkquas. — Then  the  honorable 
member  for  Barrier  will  consider  whether 
he  will  give  assistance  to  the  Queensland 
sugar  industry  in  the  future. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— We  get  a  little  sup- 
port in  regard  to  the  sugar  industry.  This 
is  another  matter  that  affects  eva'y  State 
in  the  Comracmwealth.  X  hope  the  htm- 
orable  member  does  not  regard  it  as  of 
interest  to  Queensland  alone.  The  dutv 
proposed  by  the  Government  is  exactly 
what  the  Tariff  Commission  recc«nmended, 
and,  general  I  v  speaking,  we  have  en- 
deavoured to  keep  as  near  to  their  recom- 
mendations as  possible.  I  desire  to  place 
before  the  Committee  some  evidence  given 
before  the  Ccwtimission.    They  say — 

A  Tasmanian  saw-miller  compla'mcd  that  the 
existing  duty  on  dressed  and  undressed  timbet 
was  insufficient  protection  for  the  local  industry, 
and  requested  that  on  all  classes  of  imported  pine 
there  should  be  an  increase  of  as.  per  100  feet 
super.,  or  is.  per  100  lineal  feet,  of  dressed 
timber  6  inches  wide. — (H.  Jones,  Q.  35327-8.) 
In  reply  to  a  question,  witness  further  stated 
that  a  majority  of  the  saw-millers  of  Tasmania 
favoured  an  increase  of  as.  per  loo  feet  super, 
on  all  pine,  dressed  or  undressed,  including 
kauri,  sugar  pine,  and  spruce. — (Q.  35315-16.) 
A  timber  merchant  in  this  State  opposed  any 
alteration  in  the  existing  duties,  on  the  ground 
that  the  Tasmanian  hardwood  was  about  7s.  per 
100  feet  cheaper  than  the  imported  Oregon, 
and  that  the  imposition  of  even  4s,  per  100 
would  not  make  any  difference  in  the  sale  of 
local  hardwood.^ — (Kemp,  Q.  36158-63.) 

The  COTimission  also  repf^rt^  i 

In  Western  Australia  a  'tori)|Sfatnt  ^jnas  made 
that  the  Customs  Department  insisted  upon  duty 
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being  paid  on  the  invoiced  orignal  rough  mes- 
suremcDt  of  American  shelving  (12  in.  x  i  in.)> 
while  the  actual  measurement  does  not  exceed  it^ 
in.  X  i  in.  It  was  contended  that  the  imposition 
of  duly  on  a  larger  quantity  ot  timber  than  ac- 
tually goes  through  the  Customs  increases  the 
cost  to  the  consumer. — (Dove,  iQ.  40027.)  He 
said  importers  decline  to  invoice  at  iij  in.  x 
i  in.,  giving  as  a  reason  that  they  would  not 
specially  invoice  for  Australia. — (Q.  40043.) 
Under  the  Customs  Act  the  authorities  have  no 
option;  but  he  complained  that  the  Act  was 
unjust. — (Q.  40103.} 

I  think  that  the  question  of  measurement 
has  been  taken  in  hand  by  the  Treasurer, 
and  a  r«:tification  made  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  majority  of  lionorable  members.  The 
report  of  the  protectionist  section  of  the 
Tariff  Commission  continues — 

In  the  same  State,  the  President  of  the 
Boulder  Chamber  of  Commerce  contended  that 
the  duty  on  Oregon  and  Baltic  timber  was  ex- 
cessive. — (Spencer,  Q.  43436.) 

As  against  this  contention,  the  general  man- 
ager of  Millar's  Karri  and  Jarrah  Company 
Ltd.  complained  of  insufficient  protection  under 
the  Commonwealth  Tariff  as  against  foreign 
timber,  including  New  Zealand  pine,  and  asked 
for  the  following  duties  : — New  Zealand  pme, 
sawn,  2s,  per  100  super,  feet ;  New  Zealand 
pine,  dressed,  4s.  per  too  super,  feet;  Oregon, 
all  sizes,  undressed,  js.  per  100  super,  feet. — 
(Smith,  Q.  45078.  45084.) 

A  timber  merchant  of  Queensland  asked  that 
New  Zealand  timber  should  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  as  timber  from  other  countries. 
New  Zealand  white  pine  was  being  imported 
ustensibly  for  the  making  of  butter  boxes,  but 
was  being  useil  for  shelving  and  other  purposes. 
— (Campbell,  Q.  90761-73.)  In  the  same  Slate 
camplaint  was  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  As- 
sociated Timber  Merdiants  that  an  entirely  er- 
roneous interpretation  is  placed  on  the  meaning 
of  the  word  "  superficial  '*  in  the  Tariff,  inas- 
much as  it  is  held  to  mean  "solid"  instead  of 
"  length  and  breadth,"  without  thickness. 

The  manner  of  a  firm  of  timber  merchants  at 
Maryborough  asked  for  a  reversioo  to  the  State 
Tariff  of  Quc^sl^nd.  He  complained  of  the 
free  admission  of  New  Zealand  white  pine, 
which  in  that  country  was  encouraged  by  rail- 
way concessions  to  the  extent  of  40  or  50  per 
cent.  Also  of  the  competition  of  cheaper  tim- 
bers, such  as  Oregon  and  Baltic.  He  estimated 
that  there  were  about  i5iOOO  persons  dependent 
upon  the  timber  industry  in  the  Maryborough 
district,  and  of  this  number  fully  3,000  men 
were  directly  employed. — (Green,  'Q.  92833-34- 
25.)  He  also  supported  other  witnesses  as  to  the 
method  adopted  in  assessing  duties  on  dressed 
timbers  under  1  inch  in  thickness. — (Q.  938833.) 

Honorable  members  will  see  that  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Maryborough  alcsie  3,000 
men  are  directly  employed ;  and  that  this 
means  a  total  of  15,000  persons  who  de- 
l>end  for  tlieir  living  on  this  industry. 

Mr.  Wf.BSTER. — How  does  the  honorable 
member  account  for  Mr.  -Campbell,  the 
president  of  the  association,  declaring  that 
Mr.  Edwards. 


he  would  not  care  twopence  if  tb^  were 
no  duty  on  white  pine? 

Mr.  Groom.— That  was  only  in  con- 
nexion  with  butter  boxes. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— I  am  not  aware  that 
Mr.  Campbell  did  say  so;  but,  at  any  rate, 
some  honorable  members  will  recollect  that 
when  the  Tariff  was  under  discussion  in 
1902,  and  this  question  was  debated  at 
great  length,  Parliament  was,  doubtless, 
ill  favour  of  a  duty  on  New  Zea- 
land pine.  But  the  proposed  duty  was 
lost  by  one  vote  owing  to  an  errOT  on  the 
part  of  an  luxiorable  member.  I  do  not 
Isnow  how  the  error  occurred,  but  that  hon- 
orable member  certainly  intended  to  vote 
in  favour  of  a  duty.  I  am  informed  that 
in  nearly  all  the  mines  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth, with  the  exception  of  mines  at 
Broken  Hill,  local  hardwood  is  being  used. 

Mr.  Webster. — There  are  other  places 
besides  Broken  Hill  where  only  Oregon  is 
used. 

Mr.  EDWAKDS.— But  only  to  a  smaJl 
extent.  I  am  told  that  at  Broken  Hill 
Oregon  is  regarded  as  more  suit^le  owing 
to  the  peculiar  formatiwi  of  the  country, 
or,  pnhaps,  it  may  be,  owing  to  the  systm 
of  mining  there  ad^ted. 

Mr.  Webster. — Oregm  timber  gives  the 
necessary  warning. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— Yes,  I  am  told  that 
Oregon  "  talks,"  as  it  is  called,  and  thus 
gives  warning  when  it  is  really  wearj-  of 
the  burden,  and  likely  to  give  way.  I 
point  out,  however,  that  if  hardwood  were 
used,  there  would  be  no  "  talking  "  for  the 
simple  reason  that  it  would  last  for  ever, 
and,  in  the  end,  would  prove  really  cheaper 
than  Oregon.  I  desire  to  place  the  follow- 
ing letter  and  resolution  before  honorable 
members — 

3rd  October,  1907. 
R.  Edwards,  Esq.,  M.H.R., 
Dear  Sir, 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  %  resototion  vnani- 
mousl3|r  adopted  by  a  iqpiesentative  meeting  of 
saw-mill  emplovers  of  Brisbane  and  snnoimd- 
ing  districts.  We  invite  wax  coarideratton  of  the 
same,  and  tmst  you  will  see  your  way  clear  to 
plead  our  came  at  outlined  in  tte  taid  leMlu- 
tion. 

We  are,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Alexr.   Sheass,  Chairman. 
R.  D.  Roberts,  Secretary. 
Newstcad  Terrace,  Brisbane. 
Rciiolution  unanimously  adopted  at  a  meeting 
of  the  saw-mill  employes  of  Brisbane,  held  in 
the   Albert   Hall,   Wednesday,   and  October, 
1907  :— 

"  That  this  meeting  of  saw-mill  employes 
of  Brisbnne  protest  against  any  alter- 
ation being  ™!'<'e/'hi  the  TTiriff  oa 
foreign  tiiQtgei^cUt^akUCrfgitew  with 
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.alarm  the  proposal  made  to  the  Minister 
for  Customs  by  a  deputatioa,  including 
Mr.  Sharp,  of  Messrs.  Sharp  and  Sons, 
and  Mr.  Sutch,  representing  the  Wood- 
worker's Association,  to  admit  free  of 
duty  all  timber  of  the  sizes  of  la  x  6 

.  and  over  in  Oregon  pine,  7  x  2^  and 
over  in  Baltic  and  Spruce  deals,  8  in. 
saperficial  measurement  and  over  in 
New  Zealand  pine,  and  all  other  tim- 
hers  of  6  X  3  and  over.  This  would 
mean  that  practically  the  whole  of  the 
timber  imported  into  the  Commonwealth 
would  come  in  duty  free.  To  preserve 
the  trade  of  Queensland  and  keep  the 
men  employed  who  are  connected  with 
the  industry,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  TarifF  as  proposed  bjr  the  Min- 
ister for  Customs  be  maintained;  and 
we  earnestly  hope  the  Commonwealth 
Government  will  succeed  in  doing  so, 
thus  affording  some  little  protection  to 
those  engaged  in  the  timber  industry  in 
Queensland." 

I  do  not  know  the  exac^  number  of  men 
empl<^-ed  in  this  industiry  in  and  about 
Brisbuie,  but  they  are  very  numerous,  ajid 
the  timber-getters  are  more  numerous  still. 
Most  of  these  men  have  wives  and  children, 
and  everything  they  use  or  consume  is 
heavily  taxed. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — There  is  such 
a  strong  d^and  for  their  product  just  now 
that  they  cannot  supply  it. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— I  am  very  glad  to 
hear  that  occasionally  these  people  enjoy 
good  times,  because  what  life  could  be 
harder  than  that  of  the  timber-getters?  I 
hope  and  trust  that  Uie  Committee  will  be 
prepared  to  aSotd  the  encouragement  which 
thi>  industry  deserves.  As  to  the  millers 
of  Queensland  not  being  able  to  execute 
orders,  there  may  be  some  truth  in  the  state- 
ments made.  However,  the  fault  is  being 
rwnedied,  and  m  the  near  future  there  will 
be  no  ccHnplaint  on  that  score. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  merely  men- 
tioned the  fact  because  the  millers  will  not 
take  orders  for  a  year  ahead. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.^-arger  and  more 
powerful  plant  is  bdng  procured,  so  as  to 
enable  the  millers  to  directly  increase  the 
output.  A  further  cause  of  the  delay  in 
executing  orders  is  the  difficulty  of  access 
to  the  forests  of  Queensland ;  but  the 
State  Government,  which  went  out  of 
offire  two  or  three  weeks  ago,  had  prepared 
plans  and  specifications  for  ten  or  a  dozen 
different  railways,  some  of  which  were  in- 
tended to  tap  the  timber  country.  We  may 
depend  upon  it  that  the  present  Government 
of  Queensland,  if  they  remain  in  (rffice, 
will  see  that  these  proposed  works  are  car- 
ried out.    The  session  of  the  State  Parlia- 


ment commences  shortly  after  Christmas ; 
and  it  has  been  stated  by  Mr.  Philp  that 
amongst  the  first  business  will  be  the 
passing  of  tbese  Railway  Bills,  with  a  view 
to  the  early  construction  of  the  lines.  In 
many  parts  of  Queensland,  there  are  inex- 
haustible supplies  of  timber  of  all  kinds. 
In  the  Wide  Bay,  the  Moreton,  and  tiie 
Darling  Downs  electorates  there  are  im- 
mense supplies,  which  represent  a  valuable 
national  asset,  and  which  ought  to  be 
utilized  in  preference  to  timber  from  other 
countries.  I  appeal  to  honorable  members 
to  give  this  matter  their  most  earnest  0x1- 
sideration,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  in  Aus* 
tralia  there  is  an  abundant  supply  of  tim- 
ber, whicbi  is  at  all  times  a  marketable 
rammodity. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS  (Franklin)  [4.14]. 
— It  is  rather  strange  to  hear  the  fierce 
fight  made  against  a  proposal  which,  after 
all,  does  not  represent  more  than  15  per 
cent. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — It  amoimts  to  100 
per  cent,  in  the  case  of  butter  boxes. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— We  are  talking 
about  a  duty  on  oregwi  pine,  and 
a  duty  has  been  proposed  which  does 
not  amount  to  more  than  15  per  cent. 
I  do  not  intertd  to  vote  for  high  duties  upon 
timber.  So  far,  we  have  not  imposed  a 
protective  duty  of  less  than  15  per  cent, 
upon  any  article  in  this  Tariff.  It  has 
been  stated  during  this  dd>ate  that  we  axe 
not  in  a  portion  to  supply  our  own  require- 
ments in  respect  of  timber.  That  I  abso- 
lutely deny.  When  I  recently  visited  my 
own  electorate  I  found  that  there  were  four 
vessels  loading  with  timber,  one  bound  for 
Mexico,  another  for  South  Africa,  a  third 
for  Plymouth,  and  another  for  Dover.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  we  are  now  exporting  to 
South  America,  South  Africa,  and  Europe, 
and  yet  we  are  told  that  we  cannot  supply 
the  timber  requirements  of  the  Brc^n  Hill 
mines.  It  has  further  been  alleged  that 
Australian  hardwood  is  unsuitable  for  use 
in  those  mines.  May  I  ronind  hcmorable 
members  that  in  Tasmania  are  to  be  found 
some  mines  which  are  exceedingly  difficult 
to  work  ?  The  Tasmanian  mine  is  admit- 
tedly one  of  the  wettest  in  Australia.  The 
pump  upon  it  is  draining  the  country  for 
5  miles  around,  and  the  f^round  is  of  a 
very  treacherous  nature.  Notwithstanding 
this,  howe\-er.  there  has  never  I^een  i.ooo 
feet  of  timber  other  than  Tasmanian 
timber  used  in  that  mine.f  ^  I.  receiitiv  saw 
a  tetter  from  the'9!aiaAkife^*t64S^effect, 
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and  he  further  added  that  he  had  found 
Tasmanian  timber  exceedingly  satisfactory 
for  all  purposes.  I  would  also  remind  the 
Committee  that  the  directors  of  the  Mount 
Lyell  mine  are  i^actically  the  same  men 
who  compose  the  directorate  of  the  Broken 
Hill  Proprietary  mine.  If  it  is  dangerous 
to  use  Australian  timber  at  Broken  Hill, 
why  did  the  Mount  Lyell  directors  recently 
make  a  contract  for  the  supply  of  Tas- 
manian timber  "for  all  requirements?"  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  I  believe  that  more  than 
70  per  cent,  of  the  mines  of  the  Common- 
wealth are  using  Australian  timber.  The 
one  consideration  which  affects  this  question 
is  the  freight  which  is  charged  upon  the 
Government  railways.  The  htmorable  mem- 
b>::  for  Kooyong  has  pointed  out  that  Tas- 
manian timber  -is  twice  as  heavy  as  is 
oreg<m.  That  is  perfectly  correct.  But 
whilst  a  piece  of  Oregon  of  the  same  size 
as  a  piece  of  stringytrark  weighs  only  34 
lbs.  as  against  60  lbs.,  its  breaking  capa- 
citv  is  only  780  lbs.  as  against  1,220  lbs. 
So  that  a  5  X  5  piece  of  Tasmanian  hard- 
wood is  equal  in  stiragth  to  an  8  x  8  {uece 
of  OTegcxi. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Why  is  not  Australian 

hardwood  used  in  the  Broken  Hill  mines? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— There  is  one  mill 
in  Tasmania  which  will  suppiv  the  Broken 
Hill  mines  with  all  the  timber  that  they 
require  if  the  latter  will  only  give  it  the 
c<Mitract 

Mr.  Thomas.— Why  does  not  that  mill 
supply  them? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— Because  the  direc- 
tors of  the  Broken  Hill  mines  will  not  give 
ic  an  opportunity  to  do  so.  The  honorable 
member  for  Kooyong  stated  that  the  whole 
or  the  Broken  Hill  mines  consumed  about 
15,000,000  superficial  feet  of  timber  per 
annum.  I  say  that  there  is  one  mill  in 
Tasmania  which  has  been  erected  at  a  coat 
ri  about  y^ioo.ooo  bv  a  Scottish  company, 
and  which  is  in  a  position  to  supply  the 
whole  of  that  timber  immediately.  The 
question  is  entirely  one  of  freight  upon  the 
Government  railways.  It  has  been  stated 
that  Tasmanian  timber  is  not  suitable  for 
the  manufacture  of  fruit-bcwes.  In  this 
connexion,  I  would  point  out  that  Tasmania 
produces  5  bushels  of  apples  to  every  bushel 
produced  in  all  the  other  States,  and  ^et 
there  is  not  an  imported  fruit-box  used  in 
the  apple  trade  of  that  State.  If  the  fruit- 
growers of  Australia  are  prepared  to  enter 
ito  a  contract,  the  Tasmanian  saw-mills 
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Hobart,  for  4}d.  each,  landed  in  Sydney 
for  6^^.  each,  and  in  Melbourne  for  6Jd. 

each. 

Mr,  DuGALD  Thomson. — They  can  be 
purchased  for  6|d.  in  Svdney. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— TTie  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  has  just  received  a 
telegram  from  one  of  the  largest  fruit 
dealers  in  New  South  Wales — I  refer  to 
Mr.  Hunt— who  states  that  the  price  of  ein 
cases  is  is.  2d.,  of  half-bushel  cases  yd., 
and  of  bushel  cases  lod.  That  informa- 
tion ought  to  be  authentic.  I  cannot  fail  to 
recognise  that  in  Australia  to>-day  there  are 
men  who  are  receiving  the  advantage  of 
abnormally  high  protective  duties  in  respect 
of  their  own  products,  and  who  the  monient 
they  wish  to  send  those  products  abroad  put 
them  into  cases  made  of  imported  tlmtxr. 
Had  the  Treasurer  asked  for  a  15  per  cent, 
protective  duty  for  any  manufacturing  in- 
dustry, he  would  have  been  atonoe  assailed 
with  the  charge  that  he  would  ruin  it.  In 
dealing  out  these  protective  duties,  surely 
we  ought  to  give  the  man  in  the  bush  a 
little  "  cut."  In  visiting  my  own  electo- 
rate recently  I  was  particularly  struck  with 
the  fact  that  the  positi(Mi  of  the  busKmen 
there  to-day  is  better  than  it  ever  was  pre- 
viously. 

Mr.   Thomas. — What  wages  are  they 

paid? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— The  wages  paid 
by  the  timber  mills  in  the  bush  are  not  under 
8s.  per  day,  and  in  most  cases  the  bush- 
men  are  provided  with  houses  free  of  rent. 
So  far,  the  big  timber  mill  to  which  I  ha\e 
already  referred  has  not  made  a  profit  of 
a  single  shilling,  'despite  the  large  amount 
of  capital  which  has  been  invested  in  it 
I  venture  to  say  that  if  a  manufacturer  in 
VictN^ia  occupied  a  similar  position,  this 
Committee  would  be  doing  its  utmost  to 
assist  him  in  every  possible  way. 

Mr.  McDotJGALL. — ^What  does  It  matter 
how  the  man  in  the  bush  fares,  so  IcHig  as 
the  man  in  the  trust  does  well. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS— If  the  lot  of  any 
person  is  hard,  suielv  it  is  that  of  the  budi* 
man.  If  the  timber  industry  were  located 
within  the  four  vails  of  a  city,  this  Com- 
mittee would  have  extended  to  it  a  pro- 
tection of  from  30  per  cent,  to  40  per  cent. 
Under  these  circumstances,  we  ought  to  give 
to  the  man  in  the  bush  the  benefit  of  a  pro- 
tection of  at  least  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare)  [4.28]. 
— I  have  listened  with  ccmsiderable  interest 
to  the  appeal  of  the  bononihlejwfntier  for 
Franklin  on  bel&»'^Wb2iyg^  but  I 
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fail  to  see  how  the  pn^Ksed  duties  would 
be  of  any  assistance  to  that  individual. 
In  the  productiai  of  hardwood  it  is  unde- 
niable that  Australia  cap  hold  its  own 
against  the  world.  At  the  present  time  we 
are  not  CHily  supplying  our  own  needs  in 
that  OHinexion,  but  we  axe  finding  a  ilaarket 
for  our  timber  outside  our  own  Borders. 
Indeed,  the  drain  upon  our  sleepers  is  of 
such  a  serious  cbaract^  that  in  New  South 
Wales  the  Government  is  being  urged  to 
levy  an  export  duty  upon  them. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  is  entirely  the 
result  of  exportation  from  the  North  Coast. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Yes.  We 
are  within  measurable  distance  of  the 
period  when  the  avulable  supplies  will  be 
exhausted. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Only  so  far  as  the 
supply  of  a  certain  class  of  sleqper  is  con- 
cerned. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Whilst  we 
poss^  an  immense  quantity  of  timber — 
timber  which  U  unequalled  for  certain  pur- 
poses—we do  not  possess  that  wide  variety 
that  is  necessary  for  supplying  our  own 
needs.  ,  We  are  compelled  to  import  large 
quantities  of  soft  woods  in  order  to  meet 
our  requirements  in  that  respect.  The 
Committee  may  put  heavy  duties  up«i  soft 
woods,  but  it  is  not  in  a  positiOT  to  replace 
them  by  any  woods  at  {Hesent  available 
in  Australia.  That  importation  must,  to 
a  greater  or  less  extent,  continue,  and  the 
taxation  will-  simply  act  as  a  revenue-re- 
turning medium,  increasing  the  price  of  the 
article  to  the  consumer.  I  will  admit 
that  a  great  quantity  of  soft  woods  is  used 
for  a  purpose  to  which,  very  likely,  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  Australian  wood 
could  be  devoted.  But  there  remain  the 
broad  facts  which  I  have  stated,  and 
which  honorable  members  seem  to  lose  sight 
of,  particularly  the  last  speaker,  in  his 
plea  for  the  Australian  bush  worker.  At 
an  earlier  stage  of  the  d^te,  a  reference 
was  made  to  the  ruthless  destruction  of  our 
valuable  timbers.  Fione^  occupation  is 
purely  pastoral,  and  pastoralists  destroy 
timber  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the 
carrying  capacity  of  their  axmtry.  In 
my  electorate,  places  which  were  heavily 
timbered  35.  or  40  years  ago,  have  been 
served  in  that  way.  The  ringbarker's 
axe  and  the  firestick  have  completelv  de- 
nuded vast  areas  of  timber.  In  view  of 
the  increasing  demand  for  timber  as  settle- 
ment has  f»ogressedj  that  timber,  if  it  had 
been  allowed  to  stand  or  had  been  judi- 


ciously thinned,  would  have  been  more 
valuable  to-day  than  the  land  itself.  That 
state  of  affairs  obtains  through  large 
areas  of  the  different  States.  Serious 
attention  should  be  given  to  the  ques- 
tion not  only  of  preserving  our  timber 
supply,  but  also  of  increasing  it  by 
planting  suitable  Australian  timber,  and 
acclimatizing  suitable  timber  from  other 
countries.  That  question  should  speedily 
engage  the  attention  of  the  States  Go- 
vernments. But  the  imposition  of  Cus- 
tcKns  duties  with  a  view  to  increas- 
ing the  supply  of  timber  and  bring- 
ing it  to  market  does  not  appeal 
to  me  as  the  coA-ect  method  to  remedy 
the  evils  frcun  which  we  are  suffering. 
Honorable  members  point  to  the  large 
forests  in  Queensland  and  say,  "  There 
are  your  supplies.  All  you  have  to  do  is 
to  lock  out  the  competing  timber,  and  those 
supplies  will  be  opened  up."  Why  are 
they  not  opened  up  under  present  condi- 
tions ?  On  a  previous  occasion,  when  we 
were  debating  this  matter,  an  honorable 
member  said  that  the  reason  why  the  tim- 
ber supplies  of  Queensland  were  not 
brought  into  use  was  because  thev  were 
inaccessible.  Who  is  going  to  make  them 
accessible?  As  one  honorable  member  has 
pointed  out  here,  the  value  of  timber  has 
never  appealed  to  the  States  Governments 
in  the  matter  of  railway  construction.  Thev 
will  construct  railways  to  develop  the  agri- 
cultural possibilities  of  the  country,  but 
when  one  calls  their  attention  to  the  tim- 
ber question,  it  does  not  appeal  to  them 
to  nearly  the  same  extent  I  think  that 
something  may  be  done  in  the  direction  of 
developing  our  forests  by  making  Uiem 
more  accessible,  and  l»inging  them  more 
readilv  within  the  points  of  consumption 
than  they  are  at  the  present  time.  But 
I  do  not  see  that  the  imposition  of  duties 
is  iikely  to  do  very  much  in  that  way-  It 
will  punish  the  user  without  materiallv  as- 
sisting the  man  who  wants  to  develop  our 
timber  resources.  These  duties  fall  very 
heavily  upon,  first,  the  mining  industry, 
secondly,  the  agricultural  industry,  more 
particularly  its  dairying  and  fruit-grow- 
ing branches,  and  thirdly,  on  the  general 
community  in  regard  to  tiouse-building  and 
other  timber  work.  A  very  strong  ap()eal 
has  been  made  on  behalf  of  the  mining 
industry  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Barrier.  Imported  timbers  enter,  per- 
haps, more  largely  into  use  in  the  Broken 
Hill  mines  than  in  any  of  the  other  mines. 
I  understand  that  in  Western  Australia 
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they  are  used  to  some  extent,  and  new,  as 
mines  like  the  Cobar  mine  have  got  to 
greater  depths,  and  are  meeting  with 
greater  difficulties,  the  disposition  is  to  use 
Oregon  timber.  I  think  that  the  appeal 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier 
ought  to  have  weight  with  honor^le 
mOTibers.  It  is  not  merely  a  questicm  of 
cheapness,  but  a  question  of  safeguarding 
human  life.  The  honorable  member  has 
indicated  the  peculiar  character  of  the 
mining  which  is  carried  on  at  Broken 
Hill,  and  how  Oregon  timber  operates  In 
giving  timely  warning  before  a  fall 
takes  place.  That  is  a  consideratiwi 
which  appealed  to  the  prenous  Parliament, 
and  which,  I  hope,  will  have  weight  with 
this  Parliament.  According  to  a  conunent 
in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Argus,  the  in- 
creased cost  of  timber  to  one  COTQpany  at 
Broken  Hill  will,  at  their  present  rate  of 
ccmsumpticHi,  amount  to  about  £2,200 
per  annum,  and  the  other  companies  have 
the  same  impost  to  meet.  With  the  in- 
creased duties  on  mining  machinery  and 
timber,  it  is  estimated  that  the  six  ccwn- 
panies  in  Broken  Hill  will  have  an  in- 
creased charge  of  about  ^£33.000  to  meet. 

Mr.  PovNTON. — ^We  are  told  that  the 
duty  ought  to  make  the  prices  cheaper. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— According  to 
the  protectionists,  it  ought  to  cheapen  the 
prices,  but  this  is  one  of  the  instances 
where  that  does  not  work  out.  That  fact 
ought  to  appeal  to  my  protectionist  friends, 
who  believe  in  the  cheapening  argument ; 
because  it  does  not  operate  here.  On  the 
contrary,  the  duty  helps  to  make  the  opera- 
tions of  the  great  mining  industry  at  Broken 
Hill  more  difficult  and  expensive,  particu- 
larly in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  has  to 
meet  a  rapidly  depreciating  metal  market. 
Do  honorable  members  realize  that  by  the 
imposition  of  these  duties  they  are  load- 
ing one  of  Australia's  most  important 
primary  industries,  and  CHie  which  in  the 
market's  of  the  world  has  suffered  a  de- 
Iireciation  of  about  _;^90,ooo,ooo  in  the 
value  of  its  metal  production,  as  compared 
with  the  prices  which  obtamed  last  year? 
That  (lepreciatitni  dates  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  present  vear,  and,  so  far  as 
we  can  judge,  it  is  likely  to  continue  for 
some  time.  On  the  top  of  that  the  Go- 
vernment seek  to  load  the  Broken  Hill 
mines  to  the  extent  of  ^^33,000  per  an- 
num, and  a  large  proportion  of  that  sum 
represents  the  increased  price  which  they 
will  have  to  pay  for  timber  supplies.  The 
saoK  thing  applies  to  Cobor.   In  the  case 


of  one  machinery  cwder  given  there,  the 
Customs  taxation  represented  about 
^^25,000,  being  an  increase  of  ;^i7,ooo  00 
the  amount  pa>able  under  the  old  Tariff. 
Now  that  the  Cobar  company  have  got  to 
a  greater  depth,  and  are  meeting  with 
more  difficult  ground,  they  wiH  be 
ctxnpelled  to  use  oregm  timber.  Hitherto 
they  have  been  using  with  advan- 
tage Atistralian  timber;  but  tmder  thu 
Ta  riff,  I  hei  r  operations  will  be  fur- 
ther loaded.  That  means  that  a  large 
number  of  mining  operations  will  be  re- 
duced from  a  payable  to  a  ncm-payabie 
basis.  As  soon  as  the  latter  stage  is 
reached,  they  will  close  down.  Thousands 
of  working  men  will  thus  be  adversely 
affected  by  the  Tariff,  as  compared  witn 
the  comparatively  few  timber  getters  who 
will  secure  any  advantage  therefrom. 
The  requirements  of  the  dairying  indus- 
try should  also  be  taken  into  serious  con- 
sideration. Any  one  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  handling  of  butter  knows  that  it 
is  at  once  afl^ed  by  contact  with 
any  odorous  substance.  It  is  un- 
deniable that  the  timber  used  for  bos- 
ing  the  article  for  export  should  be  abso- 
lutely free  from  resin,  or  any  of  thoGe 
substances  which  so  readily  affect  its  con- 
dition. It  becomes  a  quesricm  of  where 
that  timber  is  to  be  sectued  suitably,  and 
at  what  particular  price.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  Customs  duties  will  increase  the 
price  of  the  butter  boxes  to  the  extent  of 
about  zjd.  each,  or  to  the  extent  of  sd. 
per  112  lbs.  of  butter.  The  industry  has 
had  a  very  big  fight  with  a  shipping 
monopoly,  and  cmly  recently,  as  the  re- 
sult of  the  action  of  this  House  in  ap- 
proving of  a  mail  contract,  which  pre- 
scribes the  rate  for  the  carriage  of  butter, 
has  any  reduction  been  made.  Still  a 
very  cmsiderable  freight  has  to  be  paid 
for  the  carriage  of  the  article  which, 
I  may  mention,  was  exported  last 
year  to  the  extent  of  140,000,000  lbs. 
If  that  quantity  is  repeated  this  year,  every 
one  hundredweight  exported  will  bear  an  in- 
rreasfd  cost  of  5d.  as  an  automatic  effect  of 
the  operation  of  this  Tariff.  That  is  an  in- 
stance of  the  way  in  which  the  butter  indus- 
try is  being  loaded.  We  have  had  circulars 
setting  out  to  what  eortent  other  industries  are 
being  adversely  affected,  notably  the  coach- 
building  and  carriage  industry,  in  which  a 
large  number  of  people  are  engaged 
throughout  the  Commonwealth.  It  is  an 
industry  that  is  not  limited^ta  tbe^^ur  cities. 
Almost' every  to^^'^^^^^W^S  buggy 
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factory.  These  men  tell  us  that  under  this 
Tariff  their  trade  will  be  completely  mined 
for  the  reason  that  they  are  compelled  to 
import  certain  timbers,  especially  from 
America,  that  are  suitable  to  this  kind  of 
work,  and  that  no  timber  grown  within 
the  Commonwealth  can  replace  them.  The 
imposition  of  this  taxation,  therefcne,  must 
restrict  their  trade,  and  in  many  instances 
practically  annihilate  it.  Here  is  an  in- 
stance where  taxation  falls  heavily  upon 
the  poorer  man.  The  man  who  can  use  his 
four-wheel  conveyance  will  not  have  to  pay 
so  much  as  the  man  who  is  compelled  to 
be  satisfied  with,  a  sulky ;  and  nearly  every 
farmer  in  the  country  districts  has  a 
sulky  to  do  his  light  work.  The  duty  will 
fall  as  a  very  heavy  impost  upon  nearly 
all  our  primary  industries,  and  it  will  give 
no  compensation  in  the  opposite  direction. 
I  invite  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
the  representations  made  to  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission by  those  who  are  interested  in  this 
business,  not  merely  as  consumers,  but  as 
sawmillers  and  as  workmen  who  use  im- 
ported timbers.  I  find  that  the  Adelaide 
Saw-mills  Woodworkers'  Association  and 
the  Victorian  representatives  of  a  like  asso- 
ciation appeared  before  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion. Their  recommendations  were  that 
Oregon  12x6  and  over  should  be  free ; 
that  deals,  baltic,  in  the  solid,  7  x  2}  and 
over  should  be  free;  that  red  pine, 
Califomian,  7x3  and  over  should  be  free ; 
and  pine,  Ainerican,  clear  sugar,  and  yel- 
low, 7x3  should  be  free.  We  have 
a.  circular  issued  and  signed  by  the  chair* 
man  of  the  Timber  Met^ants'  Association 
of  Melbourne,  and  by  the  secretary  oi  the 
Federated  Sawmillers  and  Timberyard  and 
General  Woodworkers'  Employ^  Asocia- 
tion,  Mr.  W.  G.  Sharp  and  Mr.  James 
Sutch  respectively.  They  recommend  that 
baltic  and  spruce  deals,  Califomian  red 
pine,  sugar  pine,  yellow  pine,  Oregon  pine, 
and  New  Zealand  pines  over  8  inches 
superfidal  measurement,  should  be  placed 
upon  the  free  list.  If  there  were  not  a 
substantial  reascm  for  asking  that  these 
timbers  should  be  free,  it  is  not  likely 
that  these  men  would  make  such  a  proposal, 
for  they  are  protectionists,  and  want  pro- 
tection upon  every  other  line  but  this. 

Mr.  Storrer. — They  are  protectionists 
■mhen  it  suits  themselves. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— So  far  as  I 
can  judge,  every  man  professing  protec- 
ticmist  prindpies  in  this  Committee  is  a 
jMOtectionist  when  it  suits  himself,  and  a 
free-trader  when  it  does  not. 


Mr.  Gboou. — No ;  when  it  suits  the 
c»untry. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Some  peo- 
ple's ideas  of  what  suits  the  country  do 
not  reach  beyond  their  own  personality. 
The  honcvable  member  for  Wide  Bay  is 
prepared  to  allow  certain  timbers  to  come  in 
free,  but  he  wants  them  to  be  imported  in 
the  log.  But  log  timber  cannot  be  intro- 
duced en»pt  at  very  heavy  expense.  It  is 
very  difficult  to  handle,  and  there  is  con- 
siderable waste  connected  with  it.  So  dif- 
ficult is  it  to  handle,  and  so  great  the 
waste  and  the  consequent  loss,  that,  as 
has  been  pointed  out,  the  quotations  for 
log  timber  and  cut  are  practically  iden- 
tical on  the  Australian  market  The  tim- 
ber can  best  be  shipped  in  bulk  and  most 
easily  handled  when  it  has  been  squared 
and  the  waste  parts  reduced.  That  is  the 
form  in  which  the  sawmillers  and  the 
industries  most  concerned  ask  for  it. 
I  hope  that  the  Conunittee  will  not 
be  tmreasffiiable  about  this  matter,  but 
will  exercise  a  wise  discretion,  and  be 
guided  by  the  reaunmendaticHi  of  practi- 
cal people.  I  trust  that  they  will  es- 
pecially have  in  view  the  Interests  of  the 
B  roken  Hil  I  miners,  and  those  engaged 
in  the  dairying  and  similar  industries,  who, 
whilst  they  do  what  they  can  to  encourage 
the  development  of  an  Australian  timber 
trade,  cannot  |M-ofitablv  use  Australian 
timber  for  certain  special  purposes. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[4.52]. — I  think  that  the  interests  of  those 
concerned  in  the  Australian  timber  trade 
will  not  suffer  at  the  hands  of  this  Par- 
liament. Every  honorable  member  who 
has  spoken  appears  to  have  made  a  study 
of  the  qualities  of  various  kinds  of  timber, 
and  the  purposes  for  which  they  can  be 
used.  There  is  a  desire  to  give  an  im- 
petus to  a  trade  which  will  ultimately  dn 
a  great  deal  of  good  to  Australia.  But 
we  have  to  c(»icem  ourselves  with  the  pre- 
sent as  well  as  with  the  iuture;  and,  im 
consulting  the  Tariff.  1  find  that  the  Go 
vemment  have  actually  proposed  heavv  in- 
creases upon  the  very  high  Tariff  that  wa'i 
introduced  several  years  ago.  Thev  have 
proposed  a  200  per  cent,  increase  on  one 
line,  ,^00  per  cent,  on  another,  and  further 
increases  of  25,  50,  and  150  per  cent. 
So  that  the  Government  are  proposing  to 
increase  these  duties  up  to  tlie  enormous 
extent  of  300  per  cent,  upon  the  former 
duties  charged,  and  this  for  the  purpos- 
of  biinging  into  use  timbere^that  cannot  be 
grown  in  Austral&I^WI)eike*N3j^^Mee  of 
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the  imported  timbers  for  at  least  twenty 
years.  The  honorable  member  ias  Cow- 
per  made  a  most  excellent  speech.  After 
he  had  finished,  I  had  a  conversation  with 
him  on  the  subject,  and  he  told  me  that 
he  knew  a  tree  that  took  twenty-eight 
years  to  grow  to  a  condition  when  it  would 
be  fit  for  cutting.  If  we  are  going  to 
charge  these  excessive  duties,  in  addition 
to  the  high  duties  charged  under  the  old 
Tariff,  we  shall  be  doing  what  is  not  jus- 
tified. But  when  timMr  of  our  own, 
suitable  for  the  purposes  which  have  been 
mentioned  during  the  course  of  the  debate, 
is  fit  for  cutting,  those  interested  in  hav- 
ing certain  duties  imposed  foe  the  benefit 
of  the  industry  are  not  likely  to  have  any- 
thing to  fear  at  the  hands  of  such  a  Par- 
liament as  this.  The  country,  however, 
has  much  to  fear  if  we  are  to  increase 
existing  duties  by  200  and  300  per  cent. 
Who  will  pay  those  duties?  We  have 
been  informed  that  they  will  necessitate  the 
mines  of  Broken  Hill  increasing  their  pay- 
ments in  duties  to  the  extent  of  2,000 
a  year.  Here  is  a  native  industry  that 
has' done  a  great  deal  to  benefit  Australia. 
Broken  Hill  came  to  the  assistance  of 
South  Australia  when  she  badly  required 
a  fillip.  The  mines  have  benefited  every 
State  in  the  Union.  These  duties  will 
mean  that  the  smaller  mines,  which  are  not 
so  remunerative  as  are  the  others,  will 
probably  have  to  close  down.  Surely  that 
will  injure  rather  than  benefit  Australia. 
Furthermore,  we  shall  lose  a  consider- 
able amount  of  revenue.  We  are  told 
that  there  is  good  timber  in  Tasmania. 
My  g^Md  friend  the  honorable  member  for 
Denism  has  put  in  a  word  for  the  blue 
gum  of  his  State.  It  is  not  necessary  for 
us  to  run  down  our  own  timbers.  My 
honorable  friend  tells  me  that  Tasmanian 
blue  gum  is  as  good  a  timber  as  any  that 
is  used  in  our  mmes.  But,  unfortunately, 
it  is  open  to  the  objecticm  of  being  three 
times  the  wdght  of  oregtm. 

Mr.  Stoiirer. — No;  barely  twice  the 
weight. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Even  if  it  is 
twice  the  weight  of  oregtm,  it  means  twice 
the  freight  upon  a  given  quantity  of  tim- 
ber going  to  Broken  Hill.  That  is  a 
severe  handicap.  Are  we  going  to  place 
a  handicap  upon  our  industries  because, 
unfortunately,  we  have  not  a  light  native 
timber  to  take  the  place  of  oregrai  ?  It  is 
one  of  the  disabilities  under  which  we 
labour.    I  bat-e  no  doubt  that  in  time 


lighter  timbers  will  be  grown  in  Australia 
to  take  the  place  of  those  now  imported. 
But,  in  the  meantime,  do  not  let  us 
penalize  small  mining  companies  that  are 
living,  so  to  speak,  from  hand  to  mouth. 
While  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier 
was  making  his  able  speech,  I  myself 
thought  of  those  who  have  taken  their 
millicms  out  of  the  best,  mines  in  Broken 
Hill,  and  asked  the  question,  "Why  should 
they  not  be  required  to  pay  something 
for  what  they  have  obtained?"  But  the 
best  poi  n  t  w  h  ich  the  hwiorable  member 
made  in  his  speech  was  in  nieeting  that  ob- 
jecti<Hi.  He  had  been  speaking  of  the 
great  mines.  He  then  referred  to  the  small 
mines,  which  employ  thousands  of  men. 
We  shall  throw  those  thousands  of  men 
out  of  employment  if  we  impose  heav>- 
taxati(»i  with  the  idea  of  owiserving  an  in- 
dustry for  suj^lying  timber  that  is  not  yet 
planted. 

Mr.  Fisher. — That  would  be  a  wonder- 
fully sound  argument  if  the  mines  could 
not  get  their  timber  in  tree.  But  they 
can  get  Oregon  in  free  now. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Yes,  they  can 
get  their  Oregon  in  free  in  the  log.  '  But 
there  is  so  much  waste  in  a  log  of  timber 
that  it  is  more  econranical  to  import  it  cut. 
It  is  not  business  to'  bring  to  Australia  at 
enormous  expense  an  immense  amount  of 
lumber,  much  of  which  has  to  be  thrown 
away.  The  honorable  member  for  Wide 
Bay  has  reminded  us  that  New  Zealand 
has  imposed  restrictive  legislaticm  regard- 
ing the  export  of  her  timber.  We  are 
penalized  because  of  that  legislation. 
Well,  these  chickens  will  crane  home  to 
roost.  They  will  oxne  home  in  our  case 
in  the  future,  and  they  will  ccrae  hone 
to  New  Zealand.  New  Zealand  grows 
a  kind  of  timber — white  pine — which  is 
better  than  any  other  wood  for  the  mak- 
ing of  butter  boxes.  Aie  we  going  to  in- 
jure the  great  dairying  industry  that  has 
done  so  much  for  New  South  Wales, 
Victoria,  and,  in  fact,  every  State  in 
the  Union,  and  tKat  in  the  future 
will  do  ten  times  as  much  as  it  has 
done  in  the  past?  We  shall  penalize  that 
industry  if  we  carry  these  duties,  not  only 
by  putting  a  tax  upon  the  wood  from 
which  the  butter  boxes  are  made,  but 
also,  possibly,  bv  encouraging  the  use  of 
another  timbisr  that  is  inferior — a  timber 
that  will  give  an  objectionable  flSvour  to 
the  butter.  As  soon  as  give  people 
abroad  the  idea  tbi|^zKft>fknf@t(9gllc  butter 
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equal  in  quality  to  that  which  they  get 
from  the  Continent  of  Kuiope,  our  pruJiict 
will  suffer  in  price. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber suggest  that  in  that  respect  Queens- 
land timber  is  defective? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Reoenth-  a 
butter  box  made  of  Tasmanian  hardwood 
was  placed  on  view  in  this  building,  and 
when  my  attention  was  drawn  to  it  by  the 
honorable  membe  r  for  F  rank  1  in  I  ccm  - 
municated  with  butter  factory  managers  in 
my  electorate  with  the  view  of  ascertaining 
whether  this  timber  was  suitable  for  the 
purpose.  The  replies  I. received  were  to 
the  effect  that  it  tainted  the  butter  ami 
could  not  be  used.  If  we  have  a  suitable 
timber  for  this  purpose  in  Australia,  by  all 
means  let  us  use  it,  but  I  am  not  prepared 
to  penalize  an  industry  by  declaring  that  it 
shall  use  unsuitable  timber. 

Mr.  Grooh. — Did  the  men  of  whom  the 
honorable  member  sought  this  information 
speak  from  practical  experience? 

Mr.  HEXRY  WILLIS.— The  honorable 
member  suggests  that  I  did  not  fully  in- 
vestigate the  questim.  I  would  remind 
him  that  when  the  first  Federal  Tariff  was 
under  consideration  it  was  thoroughly  in- 
vestigated and  discussed  in  this  House,  and 
I  think  we  were  then  all  agreed  that  Aus- 
tralian timber  was  inferior  to  New  Zealand 
\vhite  pine  for  butter  boxes. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Decidedly  not.  I  shall 
have  to  repeat  the  facts  adduced  on  that 
occasion.  It  is  simply  a  matter  of  pre- 
judice against  Australian  timber. 

Mr.  Page.— Is  the  hmorable  member 
aware  that  butter  sent  to  the  Old  Country 
this  year  in  a  Queensland  pine  box  took 
first  prize  in  cwnpetition  against  the  world  ? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  am  very  glad 
to  hear  it.  I  remember  that  when  the  first 
Federal  Tariff  was  before  us  the  honorable 
member  for  Wide  Bav  and  other  repr»en- 
tatives  of  Queensland  brought  under  the^ 
notice  of  the  Committee  the  hoop  pine  grown ' 
in  that  State,  which  they  said  was  eminently 
suitable  for  butter  boxes.  I  forget  for  the 
moment  what  were  the  grounds  of  the  objec- 
tion to  its  use  for  that  purpose,  but  I  think 
that  the  question  of  cost  as  well  as  the 
flavour  that  it  was  said  to  impart  to  the 
butter  had  something  to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  Groom. — Certificates  frtmi  London 
show  clearly  that  Queensland  pine  is  ex- 
cellent for  butter-box  making. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— As  an  Aus- 
tralian I  always  give  first  pla<£  to  that 


which  is  Australian,  but  the  representatives 
or  Queensland  have  not  yet  satisfied  the 
trade  that  Queensland  pine  is  the  most  ac- 
ceptable for  butter  boxes. 

Mr.  Groom. — In  Queensland  butter  boxes 
are  made  almost  exclusively  of  It. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— But  it  has  not 
been  shown  that  its  use  is  more  printable 
than  is  the  use  of  New  Zealand  white  pine. 

Mr.  Groom. — ^That  is  another  matter. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— It  has  just 
been  hinted  to  me  by  an  honorable  member 
that  my  statement  that  Queensland  pine 
boxes  taint  the  butter  packed  in  them  is 
correct,  and  he  has  gone  in  search  of  data 
to  support  that  statement. 

Mr.  Pace. — How  is  it,  then,  that  butter 
packed  in  a  box  made  of  Queensland  pine 
totric  the  first  prize  in  England  ? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  do  not  wish 
to'deal  further  with  that  phase  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Page. — The  honorable  member  is 
libelling  the  Queensland  timber. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  timber  get- 
ters of  Queensland  are  having  a  rosy  time. 
Some  of  them  pay  a  mere  bagatelle  for  the 
right  to  cut  timber  in  the  forests  of  that 
State,  and  I  have  vet  to  learn  that  they 
cannot  compete  against  the  world  in  the 
matter  of  hardwood.  They  have  the  mar- 
ket to  themselves,  and  need  no  duty.  In 
some  cases  the  Government  propose  an  in- 
crease of  between  200  percent,  and  300  jier 
cent,  on  the  old  timber  duties.  Such  ex- 
cessive imposts  will  penalize  the  staple  in- 
dustries of  Australia.  They  will  retard 
progress  and  injure  the  country,  and  it  is 
also  proposed  to  impose  them  on  timber, 
a  substitute  for  which  for  certain  purposes 
we  cannot  produce  in  Australia.  I  hope 
that  the  Government  will  not  press  their 
propcwals,  and  that  if  they  do  the  Com- 
mittee will  insist  upon  material  reductions. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [5.11}.— 
It  is  not  a  matter  for  surprise  that  the 
timber  duties  should  have  so  long  absorbed 
the  attention  of  the  Committee,  because  I 
can  bear  testimony  that  no  branch  of  the 
Tariff  gave  me  and  my  colleagues  so  much 
difficulty  as  did  the  task  of  investigating 
this  question  and  arriving  at  a  conclusion 
as  to  what  duties  should  be  proposed.  In 
the  report  of  the  protectionist  sectiwi  of 
the  Commission  attention  is  drawn  to  the 
difficulty  that  we  experienced,  owing  to 
the  conflict  of  interests,  in  endeavouring  to 
do  justice  all  round.  In  the  first  place, 
we  had  to  consider  the  (Eiihbei\(g4t^>'s  in 
the  forest,  and  ifirmWilSSSlSd  the 
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saw-mill  employes  there.  Then  we  had 
to  consider  the  timber  merchants  in  the 
cities  and  the  towns,  as  well  as  their 
employes,  who  are  anxious  that  the  saw- 
ing should  be  done  there  instead  of  in  the 
forests.  Finally,  we  had  to  take  into  ac- 
count the  interests  of  the  users  of  the  tim- 
ber, and  particularly  those  of  two  or  three 
groups  of  consumers  comprising  users  of 
butter  boaces  and  fruit  boxes.  On  the 
whole,  therefore,  we  had  a  very  complex 
problem  to  solve,  and  its  complexity  has 
been  reflected  during  this  debate.  I  sub- 
scribed formally,  with  considerable  doubt, 
to  the  recommendatiwi  that  a  dutv  of 
IS.  6d  per  loo  superficial  feet  should  be 
imposed  on  timber  undressed  in  sizes  of 
12  indies  by  6  inches  and  over.  In  doing 
so,  I  yielded  to  the  opinion  of  mv  col- 
leagues who  join^  with  me  in  signing 
the  recommendatim.  In  framing  a  report, 
one  has  sometimes  to  subordinate  one's  views 
to  those  of  others,  and  I  did  so  in  this 
case  with  the  reservation  that  I  should 
have  a  free  hand  in  the  House  in  regard 
to,  not  only  the  rate  of  duty,  but  the  mode 
nf  measurement.  I  am  not  bound  abso- 
lutely to  all  our  recommendations ;  thev 
are  roerelv  suggestions  which  the  Committee 
may  accept  or  modify.  I  take  leave, 
therefore,  to  differ  in  matters  of  detail  in 
respect  to  which  I  have  grave  doubts.  I 
say  frankly  that  so  far  as  paragraph  a 
is  concerned,  I  had  at  the  outset  grave 
doulirts  as  to  the  amount  of  the  duty,  and 
those  doulrts  have  been  confirmed  by  this 
debate.  As  to  New  Zealand  «hite  pine, 
I  think  there  should  be  no  exemption,  and 
the  only  doubt  I  have  in  that  regard  is  as 
to  the  'amou.nt  of  the  duty.  It  is  unfair 
to  Australian  timber  to  give  a  preference  to 
any  outside  timber. 

Mr.  Sampson. — New  Zealand  is  a  part 
of  Australasia. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK— It  is  no  part  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — Are  we  to  increase 
the  cost  of  butter  boxes? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— That  point  has 
been  discussed  over  and  over  again. 
It  is  not  desirable  to  allow  New  Zealand 
white  pine  to  be  imported  free,  because, 
as  is  shown  by  the  scientific  evidence  placed 
before  the  TariflF  Commissi<m  in  Brisbane, 
Queensland  pine  is  equally  good  for  making 
butter  boxes.  Mr.  J.  C.  Brunnich,  Agri- 
cultural Chemist  of  the  Queensland  Depart' 
ment  of  Agriculture  and  Stock,  made 
aalyses  of  butter  box  timbers,  the  results 
'  whidi  are  given  at  f  age  549  of  volome 


V.  of  the  Tariff  Commission's  evidence  on 
Wood,  Wicker,  and  Cane.    Reporting  -on 

these  analyses,  he  said — 

The  watery  extracts  of  tbe  two  QnecDsIand 
pines  and  the  New  Zealand  white  pine,  which 
were  obtained  by  letting  sawdust  01  these  tim- 
bcrs  soak  for  twenty-four  hours  in  water,  were 
almost  tasteless,  meaning  that  the  extracts  had 
only  the  very  slightest  woody  taste,  and  there 
was  no  difference  between  the  three  samples. 
The  extracts  of  the  Queensland  timbers  were 
quite  colourless,  and  that  of  the  New  Zealand 
pine  of  a  light-yellow  colour. 

Tbe  amounts  of  extractive  matters  taken  up 
by  the  water,  of  q>ecial  importance  in  the  use 
of  these  timbers  for  butter  boxes,  are  the  lowest 
in  the  Queensland  timber,  particularly  in  the 
second  well-seasoned  sample,  which  is  to  be  con- 
sidered in  their  favour. 

Another  point  of  importance  is  tbe  amoont  of 
water  absorbed  by  the  timbers,  and,  again,  the 
manner  in  which  such  water  is  given  off  when 
tbe  timbers  are  exposed  to  the  air,  as  a  criterion 
of  the  porosity  and  capillarity  of  such  timbeis. 
The  experiments  show  that  no  difference  eziats 
in  regard  to  these  properties  between  oar  Queens, 
land  and  the  New  Zealand  pine. 

I  have  read  that  report  in  justice  to  tbe 
Queensland  timber,  because  it  has  been  sug- 
gested in  the  course  of  the  debate  that  it 
gives  forth  a  certain  arixna  which  injuri- 
ously affects  the  butter  placed  in  it.  As  to 
the  price  of  the  Queensland  pine,  let  me 
quote  the  evidence  of  Mr.  George  Brown, 
the  managing  director  for  Brown  and 
Brown,  Brisbane — qtwstkm  90994 — 

Can  you  say  what  would  be  the  increased 
cost  of  butter-boxes  if  the  doty  of  is.  6d.  per 
100  superficial  feet,  which  you  suggest,  were 
imposed,  and  assuming  that  tbe  whole  duty 
were  passed  on  to  tbe  users  of  timber  for  this 
purpose? — The  increased  cost  would  be  from 
t;ld.  to  ijd.  per  box. 

That  is  not  much.    He  went  on  to  say — 

We  do  not  anticipAe  that  if  the  dnty  were 
imposed  the  price  of  botter'boxes  in  tbe  south 
would  be  increased  at  the  outside  by  more  than 
i^d.  each. 

In  view  of  the  possibly  slight  increase  in 
cost  to  which  he  refers,  I  think  that  it 
would  be  well  to  reduce  the  duty  from 
,is.  6d.  per  100  superficial  feet  to,  say,  is. 
or  pd.  That  would  put  the  two  timbers 
comparatively  on  a  level.  I  am  altogether 
against  placing  New  Zealand  white  pine 
on  the  free  list,  and  by  singling  Tt  out  Trom 
amongst  the  timbers  of  the  world,  giving  it 
a  statutory  preference.  It  would  be  a 
great  injustice  to  the  Queensl.ind  industry 
to  do  that,  and  if  I  were  a  representative 
of  Queensland  I  would  strongly  object  to 
any  such  treatment.  Whilst  I  am  prepared 
to  treat  alike  all  importations  of  timber  in 

azes  13  X  6  or  over   C^r^r^n^o 

Mr.  SIcWiLUASi^i2sd*ray'fi<tlSJ^siaes? 
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Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Because  they  are 
the  sizes  in  wl^ch  timber  is  generally  im- 
ported, to  be  cut  up  into  smaller  sizes. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Does  the  importaticm 
of  New  Zealand  ^vhite  pine  reduce  the  sale 
of  Queensland  timber? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Unquestionably  it 
is  now  difficult  to  obtain  Queensland  timber. 
I  have  complaints  to  that  effect  frtxn 

makers  of  butter  boxes,  case-makers,  and 
moulding- makers,  all  of  wh<»n  acknowledge 
the  high  quality  and  great  value  of  the 
Queensland  pine.  It  cannot  be  denied  that 
the  timber  industry  in  Queensland  has  not 
yet  been  properly  developed,  and  that  it 
may  take  some  years  to  develop  it ;  but  we 
should  do  our  best  to  give  prcaninence  to 
the  merits  of  the  timber,  and  to  assist  the 
industry.  Let  me  read  a  letter,  dated  5th 
August,  addressed  to  a  Melbourne  firm  by 
Messrs.  Lahey  Brothers,  Townsville  branch. 
The  Klelboume  firm  had  written  to  the 
Brisbane  representative  of  Messrs.  Lahey 
Brothers,  offering  a  big  order  fw  bally- 
gum,  caloon,  and  pine — 

Ballygutn  and .  Caloon. — We  would  only  be 
too  pleased  to  eater  a  contract  with  you  for 
your  supplies  for  1908  for  both  these  timbers, 
but  owing  to  the  tmcertemty  of  log  supplies 
'  could  not  uodertafce  to 'do  K),  in  faimen  to 
you  and  ourseWes. 

Pine. — We  may  point  oat  that  the  agency  for 
this  timber  has  been  passed  on  to  Messrs. 
Davies  and  Fehon,  and  orders  placed  with 
them  are  distributed  among  the  Brisbane  or 
Maryborough  millers,  as  they  find  the  millers 
here  and  at  Marybozongb  capable  of  filling  such 
orders,  and  owing  to  the  unprecedented  demand 
for  pine,  every  saw-miller  here  ii,  with  di£B> 
cnlty,  able  to  keep  pace  with  the  orders. 

The  fact  that  there  is  delay  in  filling  orders 
is  not  a  reason  for  admitting  New  Zealand 
pine  free ;  but  it  is  a  reason  for  reducing 
the  duty  on  it  to  is.  or  pd.  I  advise  the 
representatives  of  Queensland  not  to  ask 
for  too  large  a  duty,  for  fear  of  creating  a 
prejudice  against  their  timber.  A  lower 
duty  than  Uiat  proposed  should  place  the 
.  tvo  timbers  on.  an  equality  of  competition, 
so  that  it  could  not  be  said  that  butter- 
boxes  made  of  Queensland  timber  cost  lAd. 
or  I  id.  more  than  butter-boxes  made  of  New 
Zealand  pine.  This  will  tend  to  popu- 
larize Queensland  timber. 

Mr.  McWiLUAHS. — Does  the  honorable 
member  consider  15  per  cmt.  a  high  rate? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— We  have  dis- 
criminated between  raw  materials  and  the 
finished  product.  The  duty  on  timber  in 
the  rough  should  not  be  as  great  as  that 
upon  dressed  timber. 


Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — The  hcmorable  mem- 
ber's idea  is  that  timber  should  be  unported 
in  the  rough,  to  be  cut  up  hwe? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  should  like  it  to 

cut  up  here,  if  that  can  be  done  without 
injury  to  any  local  industry'.  I  shall 
oppose  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Barrier  to  make  oregon  and 
white  pine  free,  and  shall  vote  for  a  duty 
of  IS.  or  9d.  per  100  superficial  feet  on 
sizes  12  X  6  and  over.  A  duty  of  is.  6d. 
would  be  too  high. 

Mr.  WYNNE  (Balaclava)  [5.30].— It 
must  be  admitted  that  timber  is  becoming 
much  scarcer  in  Victoria  than  it  used  to  be. 
The  cost  of  timber  for  mining  purposes  at 
Ballarat  and  'Pendigo  has  been  greatly  in- 
creased during  the  last  few  years.  We 
had  some  splendid  forests  in  this  State, 
which  have  been  destroyed  by  the  burning 
off  of  the  timber  on  the  land  being  thrown 
open  to  selectifHi.  The  timber  on  the  land 
in  the  Cape  Otway  forest  is  worth  from 
y^2o  to  yC3o  per  acre,  but  in  order  to  pro- 
mote settlement  the  State  Government  have 
been  selling  the  land  at  an  acre,  and 
allowing  the  timber  to  be  rung  and  burnt, 
when  they  might  just  as  well  have  cut  the 
timber  first  and  promoted  the  settlement 
afterwards.  Every  one  admits  that  the 
Australian  hardwoods  are  as  good  as  any 
timber  in  the  world  for  certain  purposes; 
but  when  we  consider  the  special  m'^thod  of 
timbering  adopted  in  the  Broken  Hilf  mines 
I  believe  it  must  be  admitted  that  there  is 
no  timber  equal  to  oregon  for  the  purposes 
to  which  it  is  applied  there.  Throughout 
this  session  we  have  been  piling  up  the 
duties  on  the  mining  industry,  and  just  as 
it  is  the  last  chop  that  falls  the  tree  it  may 
happen  that  the  timber  duty  will  prove  to 
be  the  last  tax  required  to  bring  about  the 
closing  down  of  some  of  our  mines. 

Mr.  Storreb. — What  about  the  timber 
getter  ? 

Mr.  WYNNE.— The  timber  getter  re- 
ceives better  wages  now  than  he  ever  did 
before  in  Australia,  because  the  price  of 
timber  has  increased.  Owing  to  the'  in- 
creased price  of  lead,  wages  in  the  Broken 
Hill  mines  have  been  increased  12J  per 
cent.  Do  honorable  members  desire  that 
that  rate  of  wagfes  should  be  decreased  ?  I 
do  not  think  that  they  do;  but  a  drop  of 
£,2  per  ton  in  the  price  of  lead  might  mean 
a  decrease  in  wages,  or  the  closing  down  of 
some  of  the  mines.  The  mining  com- 
munity can  stand  no  more  taxation  than  we 
have  so  far  put  upcm  them,  and  I  am  eiu» 
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honorable  members  do  not  wish  to  break  the 
back  of  the  mining  industry  by  imposing 
upon  it  this  last  straw  in  the  sliape  of  an 
increase  in  the  duty  on  timber.  It  would 
be,  in  my  opinion,  a  great  mistake  to  refuse 
to  allow  Oregon  timber  to  be  ad- 
mitted free,  or  to  impose  upon  it  any  in- 
crease in  the  duty  levied  under  the  old 
Tariff.  One  honorable  member  has  said 
that  5,000,000  superficial  feet  of  New  Zea- 
land pine  imported  for  the  manufacture  of 
ln.tter  boxes  was  used  for  other  purposes. 
1  find  that  last  year  16,871,000  tons  of  but- 
ter were  exported  frcun  Victoria,  and  any 
one  who  takes  the  trouble  to  make  the  cal- 
culation will  find  that  it  would  take  exactly 
5,000,000  superficial  feet  of  pine  to  make 
the  boxes  required  for  the  export  of  that 
quantity  of  butter.  It  is  therefore  clear 
that  the  whole  of  the  pine  imported  into 
Victoria  must  have  been  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  butter  boxes,  and  that  being  so 
there  has  been  no  fraud  upon  the  Customs 
in  this  State.  The  honorable  member  for 
Cowper  made  some  reference  to  the  tiihe 
within  which  a  tree  might  be  cut  after  plant- 
ing, and  I  can  inform  the  Oniunittee  that 
I  know  of  a  property  upon  which  a  great 
deal  of  tree  planting  has  been  dcMie,  and 
that  blue  and  red  gums  planted  on  that  pro- 
perty from  thirty-three  to  thirty-five  veais 
ago,  and  growing  on  good  soil,  are  not  yet 
fit  to  cut. 

Mr.  John  Thomson. — If  the  honorable 
member  will  come  with  me  to  the  north 
coast  of  New  South  Wales  I  can  show  him 
trees  7  feet  6  inches  in  girth  which  are  wily 
three  years  old. 

Mr.  WYNNE.— That  would,  no  doubt, 
be  a  different  kind  of  timber,  and  I  am 
talking  of  blue  and  red  gum. 

Mr.  John  Thomson. — That  country 
cannot  be  like  the  New  South  Wales 
country. 

Mr.  WYNNE.— I  think  that  the  Western 
District  of  Victoria  is  as  good  as  any  other 
district  in  Australia.  It  is  looked  upon 
as  the  cream  of  this  State;  and  in  the 
Cape  Otway  forest  there  are  as  fine  trees 
as  any  I  have  ever  seen.  Red  gum  trees 
must  be  nearly  fifty  years  of  age  before  they 
are  fit  to  ait  for  sleepers.  When  we 
ccHisider  the  length  of  tSsttk  it  will  take  to 
re-afforest  this  country,  it  is  useless  for 
honorable  members  to  suggest  that  we  can 
soon  grow  timber  for  our  own  use.  Mines 
cannot  be  carried  on  unless  they  are  pro- 
perly timbered,  and  after  many  experi- 
ments it  has  been  found  that  Oregon  is  the 


best  timber  for  mining  purposes.  I  agree 
with  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier  in 
saying  that  this  timber  should  be  admitted 
free,  or  at  least  that  there  should  be  no 
increase  in  the  duty  imposed  under  the  old 
Tariff.  I  have  here  particulars  of  a  cargo 
of  soft  woods  that  arrived  since  this  Tariff 
was  introduced  by  a  vessel  called  the 
Harps jord.  The  quantity  amounted  to 
1.583,000  superficial  feet,  according  to 
the  actual  measurement  on  the  ship,  but 
according  to  the  Customs  measurement 
under  the  present  Tariff,  it  amounted  to 
2,691,000  superficial  feet.  At  3s.  per  100 
superficial  foot,  the  duty  on  that  one  cargo 
comes  to  over  £^,000,  as  an  increase  on 
one  cargo  of  timber  of  £t,66o  upcxi  the 
duty  payable  under  the  old  -Tariff.  That 
seems  to  me  to  be  too  great  an  increase  in 
the  duty  imposed  on  an  article  required 
for  our  natural  industries.  The  Govern- 
ment claim  to  be  a  protectionist  Government, 
and  yet  they  proptMe  to  tax  our  natural  in- 
dustries. It  should  be  remembered  that 
in  the  production  of  butter,  lead,  and  cop- 
per we  have  to  depend  on  an  export  trade, 
and  must  compete  with  the  world.  The 
honorable  member  for  Darling,  in  the  in- 
terests of  mining  at  Cobar,  was  influenced 
by  the  reasons  whidi  appealed  to  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Barrier  when  applied  to 
the  conditicms  existing  at  Broken  Hill.  I 
do  not  call  it  protection  to  tax  the  raw 
materials  required  by  the  natural  indus- 
tries of  this  country.  I  consider  that  I  am 
as  good  a  protecticmist  as  is  any  member 
of  the  Ministry,  but  I  do  not  favour  tax- 
ing the  raw  materials  required  in  the  de- 
velopment of  our  natural  industries,  and 
for  the  export  of  our  natural  productions. 
If  we  are  to  tax  the  mining  industry  out 
of  existtence,  and  so  turn  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  miners  out  of  work,  the 
sooner  we  close  up  this  Parliament  the 
better  it  will  be  fmr  the  country. 

Mr.  SAMPSON  (Wimmera)  [5.36].— 
Notwithstanding  the  time  which  has  been 
taken  up  in  this  debate,  I  think  it  will 
be  generally  admitted  that  the  importance 
of  the  subject  justifies  the  attention  whidi 
has  been  given  to  it.  Timber  is  required 
in  almost  every  industry  in  the  Ccxnmon- 
wealth,  and  the  imposition  of  duties  whk-h 
might  render  it  more  difficult  to  obtain  it 
should  not  be  decided  upon  without  full 
discussion.  It  seems  to  me  that,  up  to 
the  present,  a  plea  has  been  put  forward 
for  the  consideration  of  every  industry  in 
the  CcMTunonwealth,  with  the  excepticm  of 
the  dairying  industry.    Very  little  has,  so 
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far,  been  said  oa  behalf  of  that  indus- 
try.   From  my  investigations  of  the  tim- 
ber resources  of  Australia,  I  am  proud  that 
Queensland  is  one  of  the  States  of  the 
CcmuiKXiwealth.    Still,  from  the  informa'- 
ti(Hi  recently  received,  it  is  clear  that  the 
supplies  of  Queensland  timbers  for  the 
various  uses  to  which  they  are  put  within 
the  ComnKxiwealth  are  deficient.    I  have 
seen  correspraidence  which  shows  that  peo- 
ple who  required  Queensland  timber  have 
been  unable  to  obtain  it  in  sufficient  quanti- 
ties, and  that  is  borne  out  by  my  personal 
investigations.     I  do  not  propose  to  enter 
upon  a  discussion  of  the  uses  to  which 
various  kinds  of  timber  can  be  applied  in 
the   Commcmwealth.      The  question  we 
are  discussing  is  one  which  affects  every 
man  who  has  to  build  a  house,  and  the 
whole  of  OUT  manufacturing  industries.  It 
is  of  importance,  indeed,  to  the  whole  of 
our  industrial  and  social  prepress.  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  very  unwise  at  this 
early  stage  in  the  history  of  the  CommOT- 
wealth  to  restrict  our  people  to  the  use  of 
particular  kinds  of  timber,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  use  of  a  variety  of  timbers  is 
necessary  to  our  industrial  progress  if  the 
Coounonwealth  is  to  keep  pace  with  otlici 
parts  of  the  world.    The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Barrier  has  dealt  effectively  with 
the  question  as  it  affects  the  mining  indus- 
try, whilst  the  honorable  member  for  Cow- 
per  has  ably  submitted  all  the  claims  that 
might  be  put  forward  on  behalf  of  the 
duties  as  proposed  in  the  Tariff.  The 
dairying  industry  is  one  of  t'Ke  most  im- 
portant industries  in  Victoria,  and  must 
depend  solely  on  an  export  trade  for  its 
existence.    Whilst  I  am  always  prepared  to 
impose  duties  to  increase  local  production, 
more  particularly  when  it  is  fOT  the  supply 
of  the  local  market,  I  oxitend  that  the  ex- 
port of  butter  requires  that  that  industry 
should  be  placed  in  a  different  category. 
Every  penny  of  increase  added  to  the  cost 
of  producticMi  becomes  a  most  serious  handi- 
cap to  the  dairying  industry,  since  the  pro- 
dtict  of  the  industry  must  find  a  sale  in  the 
markets  of  the  world.   An  honorable  mem- 
ber asks  me  how  much  per  lb.  these  duties 
would    add    to    the    price    of  butter? 
If   th^   would    add   only    id.    to  the 
cost  of   a   butt^    box   thaX    would  be 
a  serious  matter  in  disposing  of  the  pro- 
duct of  an  industry  which  has  to  ccanpete 
against  the  world,  .in  view  of  the  more 
economical  style  of  living  adopted  by  pec^le 
engaged  in  the  producttoi  of  butter  in 
places  like  Denmark.  The  evidence  taken  by 
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the  Tariff  Commissicm  shows  that  the  use 
of  Queensland  pine  would  mean  an  increase 
of  i^d  per  box  as  against  the  cost  involved 
in  the  use  of  New  Zealand  pine;  and  tbk 
increase  in  the  price  of  ^ew  Zealand  tim- 
ber which  has  taken  place  recently  means  a 
very  substantial  increase  on  the  figures  sup. 
plied  to  the  Tariff  Commission  with  respKt 
to  Queensland  pine.  The  raw  material  for 
the  manufacture  of  butter  boxes  is  to  be 
restricted  apparently  to  Queensland  and 
New  Zealand  pine.  Considering  the  diffi^ 
culty  there  is  in  getting  a  sufficient  supply 
of  timber  from  Queensland,  the  use  of 
Queensland  pine  will  involve  an  increase  in 
the  cost  of  butter  boxes ;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  if  New  Zealand  pine  is  used,  the 
cost  of  the  boxes  must  be  increased  to  the 
amount  of  the  increase  proposed  in  the 
duty.  In  this  matter  we  can  scarcely  re>- 
gard  New  Zealand  in. the  light  in  whidi 
we  are  justified  in  regarding  f(»eign  coun- 
tries. The  timber  industry  is  carried  oa 
in  New  Zealand  under  conditions  similar 
to  those  which  prevail  in  Australia.  The 
Dominion  is  a  part  of  the  Australasian 
group,  and  if  there  is  to  be  any  special 
consideraticm  given  to  outsiders  it  might 
well  be  given  to  New  Zealand.  The 
great  butter  industry  of  the  Ccxn- 
monwealth,  which,  I  understand,  is 
worth  from  ;^8,ooo,ooo  to  ;£9,ooo,ooo 
per  annum,  is  one  which  should  re- 
ceive oxisideration  in  this  connexion, 
having  regard  to  the  extent  to  which 
it  is  dependent  on  the  export  trade.  In  the 
circumstances,  I  think  that  New  Zealand 
pine  should  be  admitted  to  the  Common- 
wealth free.  I  admit  the  tremendous 
possibilities  of  the  timber  industry  of 
Queensland,  and  that  they  have  not  been 
availed  of  to  a  greater  extent  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  State  Government  have 
not  carried  railways  into  the  intericv  to 
make  it  possible  to  bring  the  timber  to 
market.  If  the  State  Govemihent  had 
adopted  a  sufficiently  prc^essive  policy, 
and  had  run  railways  into  the  at 
present  inaccessible  forests,  so  that 
Queensland  might  be  able  to  supply 
all  the  requirements  of  the  Com- 
monwealth in  respect  of  timber  at  a 
reasonable  price,  there  would  be  some  jus- 
tification for  the  imposition  of  a  reason- 
able duty  upon  importations  of  over-sea 
timber  in  the  interests  of  the  industry  in 
the  northern  State.  If  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  honorable  member  for 

fu^  i^  P'^i|?ze^by<^3mgl<?'**" 
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Mr.    FULLER   (Illawarra)    [5.43].— I 
desire  to  congratulate  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wimmera  on  the  splendid  free- 
trade  speech  which  he  has  just  delivered. 
It  was  practically  the  same  speech  as  that 
which  I  have  delivered  here  on  different 
occasions  in  support  of  the  interests  of 
those  engaged  in  the  dairying  industn.-. 
which  is  one  of  our  primary  industries,  and 
has  done  so  much  for  the  welfare  of  Aus- 
tralia.   I  have  been  delighted  to  find  that 
one  of  the  strongest  protectionists  in  the 
House  has  come  to  believe  in  what  I  have 
put  before  this  Committee  time  after  time. 
The  honorable  memb«"  has  acknowledged 
openl)^  and  honestly  that  the  effect  of  the 
imposition  of  this  duty  on  white  New  Zea- 
land pine  is  to  increase  the  cost  of  butter 
boxes  to  the  dairy  farmers  who  have  to 
compete  in  the  wwld's  market.    We  haw 
had  representati(»is  from  those  engaged  in 
the  dairying  industry  which  go  to  show  that 
the  result  of  the  duty  has  already  been  to 
raise  the  price  of  butter  boxefe  by  3d. 
This  is  a  very  serious   addition   to  the 
duties  which  the  dairy  farmer  already  has 
to  pay.    Now  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Wimmera  recognises  that  imposts  of 
this  sort  handicap  the  dairying  industry 
as  against  its  competitors  in  the  world's 
markets,  he  ought  to  endeavour  to  remove 
the  other  duties  under  which  it  is  suffer- 
ing. 

Mr.  Chanter. — ^What  about  the  rebate 
on  butter  boxes? 

Mr.  FULLER.— The  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Customs  has  attempted  four  or  five 
times  to  explain  that,  but  has  not  been 
able  to  find  a  way  by  which  the  rebate 
will  reach  the  prefer  pockets.  When  the 
Minister  can  give  the  Committee  definite 
information,  we  may  discuss  it.  If  the 
honorable  member  for  Wimmera,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  other  duties  under  which 
our  great  primary  industries  are  labouring, 
had  taken  the  same  sensible  view  as  he 
has  takoi  in  this  instance,  and  if  other 
protectionists  in  this  House  had  done  the 
same,  our  producers,  who  have  to  compete 
in  the  world's  markets  would  be  getting 
a  much  better  deal.  All  those  concerned 
in  the  great  primary  industries  depend  fw 
the  price  of  their  produce  on  the  price 
ruling  in  the  world's  markets.  Every  in- 
crease of  expose,  whether  on  butter  boxes, 
salt,  or  other  materials  which  they  use  in 
their  industries  or  in  building  their  houses, 
tends  to  handicap  them,  seeing  that 
they  have  to  ship  their  produce 
across   many    thousand   miles   of  ocean 


to   compete    with   other    producers  who 
are     within    a    few     days'     sail  of 
the    world's    markets.      I  omgratulate 
the  honorable  member  for  Wimmera  on 
the  stand  he  has  taken,  and  am  sorry 
that  he  did  not  see  the  same  reason  iar 
converfiion  from  his  fiscal  faith  whw  deal- 
ing with  other  duties  that  affect  our  great 
primary  industries,   A  good  deal  has  oeen 
said  regarding  the  values  of  New  Zea- 
land white  pine  and  Queensland  pine  for 
the  making  of  boxes  for  the  exportation 
of  butter.    The  quotation  made  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Tariff  Commission  prac- 
tically bore  out  the  evidence  given  beftw* 
us  that,  when  Queensland  pine  is  pn>paly 
seasoned — it  requires  a  great  deal  more 
seasoning  than   does   the   New  Zealand 
pine — ^its  effect  on  the  butter  is  practically 
the  same  as  that  of  the  New  Zealand 
pine.     But  we  had  very  strcxig  evidence 
that  the  Queensland  pine  is  a  mxnA  more 
difficult  wood  to  handle,  and  very  moch 
heavier,  and  tbeief(»e  the  freight  would 
be  higher  on  butter  boxes  made  from  it. 
But  even  supposing  that  it  was  equal  in 
all  respects  to  the  New  Zealand  white  pinet 
there  is  the  evidence  given  by  witness  after 
witness  representing  the  timber  industry  in 
New  South  Wales  and  Victoria,  that  the 
Queensland  timber  milters  are  absolutely 
-unable  to  fulfil  the  orders  sent  to  them. 
The  question  is  whether  we  are  going  to 
handicap  our  dairy  farmers  by  keeping  out 
the  New  Zealand  pine,  which  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  manufacture  of  the  boxes, 
when  a  sufficient  supply  of  Queensland  pine- 
is   utterly   unavailable   for  the  purpose: 
Not  only  in  Queensland,  but  in  northern 
New  South  Wales  a  large  quantity  of  this 
excellent  pine  is  grown,  but  in  manv  in- 
stances it  is  in  most  inaccessible  ptaccs, 
and  neither  the  New  South  Wales  nor 
Queensland  State  Governments  have  done 
anything  to  develop  those  forests. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Some  of  the  Govern- 
ments have  humbugged  the  growers. 

Mr.  FULLER.— It  was  stated  that  the 
men  engaged  ui  that  industry  had  been 
humbugged  a  great  deal  by  the  Govern- 
ments of  New  South  Wales  and  Queens- 
land. On  page  573  of  the  Minutes  of 
Evidence  appears  the  following  statement 
from  Mr.  John  Leigh  Jones,  the  well- 
known  sawmiller  connected  with  the  Aus- 
tral Box  and  Timber  Cnnpany  Limited, 
of  Sydney — 

9501.3.  Has  your  company  ever  sought  qoMK- 
lions  from  the  mills  of  Qjieenslaad  and  tlie 
Northern  riven  of  New  botter- 
box  timber  in  Urge  quanlmet^-aes. 
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cannot  give  tu  the  quantities  we  require.  If 
we  needed  i»ooo,ooo  feet  of  timber,  dr^,  we 
could  not  get  it  from  tbem,  but  we  could  get 
x,ooo,ooo  feet  of  white  pine  stripped  and  sea* 
soned  from  New  Zealand. 

That  evidence  was  given  in  1906.  But, 
to  show  that  Queensland  is  absolutely  not 
in  a  position  to  supply  its  own  local  re 
quirements,  I  may  tjuote  a  statement  from 
a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Jones  in  Sydney 
only  last  month.  It  proves  that  tirae  after 
time,  and  even  thi.s  season,  when  there  is 
a  bigger  development  in  coimexion  with 
the  production  of  pine  in  Queensland,  the 
Queensland  people  have  given  large  orders 
in  Sydney  for  butter  boxes  to  be  taken  to 
Brisbane  for  packing  their  produce  for  ex- 
portation to  the  world's  majkets.  In  that 
letter  it  is  stated  that — 

Queensland  last  season  drew  froio  this  State 
about  100,000  while  pine  boxes.  One  firm  sup. 
plied  about  50,000  oozes,  and  we  suppned  a 
considerable  quantity  ourselves.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Qaeeasland  Millers*  Association  admits 
the;  only  exported  in  all  about  3,030,000  super, 
feet  of  hoop  pine,  of  which  only  a  very  small 
proportion  was  for  buttci  boxes.  (^V^,  our- 
selves, used  five  million  super,  feet  last  year.) 
If  they  could  supply  their  own  factories,  why 
did  they  call  on  us  to  supply  them?  We  were 
informed  by  the  factories  buying  from  ns  in 
Queensland  that  they  would  not  get  supplies 
from  their  local  box  makers  in  time. 

The  simple  position,  therefore,  is  that  by 
imposing  duties  on  New  Zealand  pine*  we 
shall,  according  to  the  admissions  even  of 
protectionist  members,  raise  the  price  of  the 
butter  boxes  to  the  dairy  farmers.  Already 
by  reason  of  the  duty  the  price  of  butter 
boxes  has  been  raised  by  3d.  A 
sufficient  quantity  of  timber  is  not 
available  in  Queensland  and  northern 
New  South  Wales  to  meet  the  danands 
of  the  Queoisland  market  alwie,  much 
less  the  greal  markets  of  New  South 
Wales  and  Victoria.  I  hope  that  the 
Government,  in  the  interests  of  the  great 
dairying  industry,  which  has  done  so  much 
for  Australia,  and  particularly  for  Victoria, 
will  agree  to  the  proposition  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Barrier,  and  allow  Oregon 
to  come  in  free  in  the  interests  of  the 
miners,  and  New  2^aland  pine  to  come  in 
fr«e  in  the  interests  of  the  dairy  farmers. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN  (Indi)  [5.55I.— 
I  echo  the  sentiments  uttered  by  the  hon- 
orable member  fcH*  lUawarra.  1  am  also 
delighted  to  find  that  the  honorable  mem- 
bers for  Balaclava  and  Wimmera,  who  are 
strcmg  protectionists,  have  thrown  their  in- 
fluence into  the  movement  for  admitting  this 
timber  free.  The  great  industries  of  min- 
[249]— 2 


ing  and  dairying  are  interested  in  this  ques- 
tion. There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this 
timber  is  really  the  raw  material  of  those 
groat  industries  to  which  the  Commcmwealth 
owes  so  much.  The  honorable  member  for 
Bendigo  appealed  on  party  lines  to  the 
Queensland  members  to  vote  with  him  in 
imposing  a  heavier  duty  than  those  indus- 
tries deserve  or  demand.  My  namesake, 
the  honorable  member  for  Calare,  has  sup- 
plied me  with  the  following  statement, 
which  proves  that  Queensland  does  not  sup- 
ply e\en  an  appreciable  proportion  of  the 
enormous  quantity  of  softwood  used  in  the 
Commonwealth — 

The  imports  to  Australia  of  soft  woods  are 
115,000,000  ft.  per  annum.  Queensland  can 
only  supply  4,000,000  ft.  at  their  own  price, 
which  has  been  advanced  50  per  cent,  within 
the  last  two  years. 

X  have  also  a  document  from  Mr.  John 
Ramsay,  the  chairman  of  the  Australasian 

Marbut  Carving  Company,  who  states — 

Since  the  new  Tariff  came  into  operation  tim- 
ber merchants  have  increased  the  price  of  bally- 
gum  and  caloon  from  i6s.  8d.  to  S4S.  per  100; 
hoop  pine  from  19s.  3d.  to  21s.  6d. ;  silky  oak 
from  20S.  to  40s.,  and  other  woods  in  propor- 
tion, and  even  at  these  figures  they  cannot 
execute  orders. 

When  such  an  enormous  quantity  of  tunber 
is  being  imported,  of  such  vital  necessity 
10  almost  every  industry  in  the  community, 
surelv  the  Treasurer  will  not  have  any  ob- 
jection to  allowing  it  to  come  in  free.  If 
any  other  documentary  evidence  were 
wanted  to  convince  the  Committee  of  the 
advisability  of  adopting  the  proposal  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Barrier,  it  is  sup- 
plied in  a  drcular,  emanating  from  Broken 
Hill  Chambers,  and  signed  by  Mr.  W.  G. 
Sharp,  chairman  of  the  Melbourne  and 
Suburban  Timber  Ikferchants'  Association, 
and  by  >fr.  James  Sutch,  secretary  of  the 
Federated  Saw-mill  and  Timber-yard  and 
Genera!  Woodworkers'  Employes'  Associa- 
tion of  Australasia.  When  two  great  in- 
terests are  working  together  in  that  way — 
and  we  should  all  be  glad  to  see  it  

Mr.  Fishes. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
l)er  agree  with  all  the  statements  in  the 
schedule  attached  to  that  circular? 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN.— I  have  riot 
rtad  the  whole  of  the  schedule,  nor  do  I  in- 
tend to.  I  am  dealing  with  oregon  and 
New  Zealand  pine.  When  those  people 
who  represent  the  section  of  which  the  hon- 
orable member  is  leader  y^ipd-^tirf^^pther 
people  with  whorf'sf^lii^J^lM^^Sldar  of 
bdng    associated    have    come  to 
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agreement — when  the  two  great  contract- 
ing parties  have  arrived  at  a  decision — 
the  Committee  might  well  abide  by  it. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [5.59]-— It 
would  be  worth  the  while  of  the  Committee 
to  get  back  to  facts.  The  whole  of  the 
argument  to-day  has  been  that  this  par- 
ticular timber  should  be  admitted  free.  It 
is  free  in  this  Tariff,  and  has  been  from  the 
5rst.  It  is  free  now.  The  raw  material 
is  free,  as  the  log  timber  is  free. 

Mr.  Fuller. — It  does  not  pay  to  imp(»t 
it  in  the  log  form. 

Mr.  FISHER.—What  principle  did  the 
lionorable  member  for  Bendigo  lay  down 
regarding  these  proposals?  We  have  been 
told  that  there  is  a  symmetry  about  the 
Tariff — that  raw  materials  are  charged  a 
small  duty,  the  partly -finished  article  a 
higher  duty,  the  finished  article  a  still 
higher  duty,  and  articles  of  luxury  and 
adornment  the  hig^t  duty  of  all. 

Sir  John  Foksest. — ^Big  logs  are  rery 
hard  to  ship. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Log  timber  is  shipped 
from  Queensland  every  day,  and  surely  it 
can  be  just  as  easily  shipped  from  New 

Zealand.     Let  us  be  fair  and  honest  

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Let  the  hcm- 
orable  member  be  fair  in  his  argument. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Let  us  be  fair  and 
honest,  and  tell  the  people  of  Australia 
that,  while  the  log  may  be  admitted  free 
.of  duty,  we  do  not  desire  it  to 
be  admitted  free  after  being  partly 
dressed  in  New  Zealand  and  other 
countries.  If  the  opponents  of  this  duty 
are  logical,  they  ought  to  advocate  that 
completely  finished  and  polished  butter- 
boxes  should  be  brought  frcxn  outside  the 
Commonwealth.  The  intention  un- 
doubtedly, in  opposing  this  duty,  is  to 
hit  at  the  industry  in  Queensland.  What 
are  the  grounds  on  which  this  duty 
is  opposed  ?  If  the  Ccmimittee  determine 
to  abolish  this  duty.  I,  of  course,  am  help- 
I^;  iMit  I  wish  honorable  members  to 
know  exactly  what  they  are  doing.  The 
honorable  member  for  Bendigo,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wimmera,  the  honorable 
member  for  Robertson,  and  others,  have 
stated  that,  even  if  the  industry  were  es- 
tablished, Queensland  could  not  supply  all 
the  requirements  of  Australia  ;  and  I  ad- 
mitted that  fact  in  my  opening  remarks. 
But  that  is  no  justification  for  refusing 
the  industry  a  small  modicum  of  protec- 
tion. What  would  become  of  the  wool  in- 
dustry if  the  same  argument  were  applied 
to  it  ?     Can  the  woollen  manufacturers 


supply  all  the  requiremeitfs  of  Australia? 
Where  now  are  the  men  who  stood  in  this 
Committee  and  declared  that  the  woollen 
industry  would  be  destroyed  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a  higher  duty?  What  political 
hypocrisy  ! 

Mr.  Sampson. — There  is  a  reasonable 
prospect  of  the  woollen  industry  overtak- 
ing the  demand. 

Mr.  FISH£R.~And  there  is  a  reason- 
able |»-ospect  of  those  engaged  in  the  tim- 
ber industry  in  Qtieensland  supplying  the 
den  ^nd. 

>  T.  Sampson. — That  has   not  been 

sho  vn. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — They  have  the 
opportunity  to  supply  the  demand  now. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Is  there  any  denial  of 
the  facts  stated  in  the  document  which  has 
been  distributed  to  us  ? 

Mr.  Thomas. — I  have  not  read  it. 

Mr.  FISHER. — ^The  agnostic  argument 
is  very  convenient  sometimes.  The  esti- 
mate of  the  forest  areas,  as  shown  in  that 
document,  has  not  been  daiied. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Are  those  areas  all 
pine? 

Mr.  FISHER. — There  are  large  areas 
of  pine  forests.    However,  log  timber  is 

now  free. 

Mr.  TnoMAS.—But  butter-b(a  timber  is 
not.  free. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Butter-box  log  timber 
is  free. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — New  Zealand 
pine  wood  is  not  free. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  mainUin  that  if 
butter-b(»  timber  were  imported  in  the 
log  th«'e  would  be  cheaper  timber  ten 
fruit-cases. 

Mr.  Wilson. — It  is  dearer  to  buy  in 
the  log  than  when  it  is  sawn. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Why? 

Mr.  Wilson. — Because  of  the  export 
dutv  in  New  Zealand. 

Xlr.  FISHER.— Undoubtedly,  an  ex- 
port duty  has  teen  imposed  in  New  Zea- 
land in  order  to  protect  the  workmen  in 
that  State.  The  honorable  member  for 
Indi  has  told  us  that  those  more  particu- 
larly interested  in  this  trade  have  come, to 
an  agreement  which  we  ought  to  adopt. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — What  nonsense! 
Thev  are  two  interested  parties  I 

Sir  John  Forrest. — How  would  it  help 
Queensland  to  have  the  logs  cut  here? 

Mr.  FISHER.— Such  a  course  would  be 
in  accordance  with  the  protectionist  prin- 
ciple of  imposing  the  smallest  ^Jl^  on  the 
raw  material,  and  higher  duties  aoxMrding 
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to  the  degree  of  manufacture.  In  any 
case,  the  proposal  represents  a  duty  of 
only  15  per  cent.,  and  that  could  not  affect 
prices  very  materially- 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — It  means  an 
increase  of  2jd.  in  the  price  of  the  box. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  am  credibly  informed 
that  the  price  has  been  raised  by  6d.  per 
box. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  price  of  fruit 
cases  has  been  rused  by  2d. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Who  believes  for  a 
moment  that  the  increased  duty  amounts  to 
2d.  per  box? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — It  does. 

Mr.  Wilson. — And  that  is  proved  by 
the  fact  that  the  Customs  authorities  are 
willing  to  give  a  rebate  of  sjd. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  Customs  authori- 
ties have  not  been  able  to  give  that  atten- 
tion to  this  matter  that  it  ought  to  have  re- 
ceived, 

Mr.  WiLSOT. — ^Then  why  have  they 
offered  the  rebate? 

Mr.  FISHER. — I  am  only  expressing 
my  opinion.  I  think,  however,  that  there 
is  some  excuse  for  the  Custcmis  authorities, 
seeing  that  the  Comptroller  and  others,  in 
exjunction  witli  the  Treasurer,  have  been 
engaged  in  this  Chamber  for  fifteen  and 
sixteen  hours  a  day. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  am  glad  to  hear 
the  honorable  member  at  last  protesting 
against  this  sweating  1 

Mr.  FISHER.— Nearly  all  citizens  aie 
txaxK  or  less  sweated  in  the  earning  of  their 
daily  bread ;  and  it  is  not  too  mi^  to  ask 
us,  who  are  well  paid,  to  devote  a  littte 
extra  time  to  our  du6es. 

Mr.  Wilson. — Does  the  hcmorable  mem- 
ber cfmsider  that  wc  arc  well  pafd  t 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  have  never  denied 
that  we  are  well  paid,  though  I  do  not 
think  that  we  are  overpaid.  All  this,  how- 
e^-er,  is  by  the  way ;  and  I  desire  to  dis- 
cuss the  questicHi  of  the  protection  of  the 
Queensland  pine  wood  industry.  There 
has  been  an  attempt  made  to  belittle  the 
quality  of  Queensland  pine;  but  it  is  too 
late  in  the  day  to  take  that  attitude.  The 
honorable  member  for  Robe9ts(Mi  practi- 
cally made  that  charge  against  the  Queens- 
land timber. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — I  shall  say  seme- 
thing  directly  I 

Mr.  FISHER  —The  honorable  member 
mav  repcHt  as  often  as  he  likes  the  charge 
which  was  made  five  years  ago,  but  which 
has  been  disproved  by  the  fact  that  Queens- 
land butter,  expcHted  in  Quemsland  pine 


bcnes,  has  not  once,  but  twenty  times,  got 
to  the  top  of  the  London  market. 

Mr,  DuGALD  Thomson. — We  do  not 
question  the  quality  of  the  Queensland 
timber. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  honorable  member 
for  Robertson  has  just  signified  his  inten^ 
ticHi  of  again  addressing  himself  to  that 

point. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — I  meant  that  I 
would  put  myself  right  with  the  Commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  FISHER. — I  cannot  allow  any  le- 
flecti<Mis  of  the  kind  to  be  made  cm  the 
quality  of  the  timber  of  Queensland;  and 
hcKiorable  members  ought  to  be  more 
reastmably  careful  in  what  they  say. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — It  has  been  said  that 
in  all  Australia  there  is  no  timber  suitable 
for  use  in  the  Broken  Hill  mine. 

Mr.  FISHER.— When  I  knew  Mowit 
Morgan,  the  only  wood  used  there  was 
hardwood,  and  I  suppose  that  such  is  the 
case  now  ;  at  any  rate,  th^  has  never 
been  a  single  accident  in  consequence  of 
the  timber  breaking  at  Mount  Morgan. 

Mr.  Thomas. — There  is  practicalTy  very 
little  timber  used  at  Mount  Morgan. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  honorable  member 
is  mistaken,  though,  of  course,  Mount 
Morgan  is  a  small  mine  as  compared  with 
the  mines  of  Broken  Hill. 

Mr.  Thomas. — At  Broken  Hill  as  much 
as  72,000  feet  of  timber  is  used  in  caw 
day,  and  that  is  just  about  as  much  as 
would  be  used  at  Mount  Morgan  in  twelve 
mwths. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  timber  is  used  in 
a  different  way  at  Brdcen  Hill.  Hard- 
wood is  much  stronger  than  any  other 

timber  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Spence. — That  is  the  objection  to 
it  at  Broken  Hill — it  is  dangerous  because 
it  is  hard  and  strong. 

Mr.  FISHER.— No  doubt  oregm 
makes  a  loud  squeaking  noise  before  it 
actually  breaks;  and,  as  I  said  before,  I 
am  not  attempting  to  in  any  way  dictate 
how  the  mines  shall  be  managed  at  Broken 
Hill.  What  I  contend  is  that,  if  miners 
suffer  from  the  Tariff,  so  do  the  timber 
getters  whose  tools  of  trade  are  subject  to 
a  heavy  duty.  These  men  who  are  really 
doing  pioneering  work,  and  doing  as  much 
as,  for  instance,  dairymen  to  open  the 
country,  ought  not  to  suffer  from  any  dis- 
advantage in  this  connexion.  There  are 
far  more  dairymen  than  timber  getters  in 
my  electorate,  and  most  of  the  sawmillers 
are  entireljf  opposed  to  roe  politically ; 
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but  that  does  ocrf  influence  me  one  iota. 
There  is  a  principle  involved  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  native  industry. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — This  industry 
is  well  established,  but  it  cannot  supply 
the  demand. 

Mr.  FISHE!R.— We  desire  to  have  it 
better  established.  I  have  heard  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Corangamite  grow  quite 
enthusiastic  about  the  expansion  of  some 
trumpery  industry  in  VictOTia. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Are  the  employ^  paid 
better  in  Queensland  than  in  New  Zea- 
land? 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  am  unable  to  answer 
that  question. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  onploy^ 
are  under  the  Arbitratim  Court  in  New 
Zealand. 

Mr.  FISHER.— My  desire  is  that  all 
employ^  should  be  paid  fair  and  reason- 
able wages,  as  prescribed  by  the  Couit. 
What  class  of  men  is  it  prc^xsed  to  at- 
tack? A  class  whose  members  were  the 
very  first  to  be  called  upon  to  assist  the 
Mother  Country  in  her  hour  of  need.  When 
we  required  soldiers  to  fight  the  battles  of 
the  Empire,  to  whom  did  we  appeal  ?  To 
the  bushmen  of  the  Commonwealth.  The 
amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Barrier  is  unnecessary,  and  he  himself 
must  know  it.  It  is  merely  a  kite-flying 
proposal,  whidi  has  been  submitted  with 
the  object,  later  on,  of  getting  these  articles 
put  upon  the  free  list.  It  is  a  mere 
placard — a  redundancy.  The  paragraph 
reads — 

Timber,  undressed,  n.e.i.,  in  &izes  of  la  in. 
X  6  in.  (or  its  eqntvaleni)  atnd  orer,  per  xoo 
super,  feet,  is.  6A. 

Nowhere  in  the  TariiF  are  Oregon  and  New 
Zealand  pine  specifically  mentioned. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— Therefore, 
they  are  dutiable 

Mr.  FISHER.— If  the  amendment  be 
carried,  we  shall  not  have  altered  the  posi- 
tion one  iota  except  in  regard  to  Oregon 
and  New  Zealand  wiiite  pine — Oregon  be- 
ing used  by  the  mining  companies  and 
New  Zealand  white  pine  by  the  dairymen. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — And  the  fruit- 
growers. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  fruit-growers  can 
do  better  by  importing  the  logs.  This 
question  is  of  some  importance,  at  least 
to  one  State  of  the  Ccxnmonwealth. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — It  is  not  of 
the  least  impnrtanoe. 


Mr.  FISHER-— The  allegations  that 
the  effect  of  the  duty  will  be  to  increase 
the  price  of  butter  boxes  and  fruit  cases 
cannot  be  sut«.tantiated.  How  often  have 
similar  statements  been  made  with  regard 
to  other  articles  since  this  Tariff  was  intro- 
duced? Do  we  not  know  that  over  and 
over  again  the  Treasurer  has  pointed  out 
that  there  was  no  duty  upon  articles  the 
prices  of  which  had  been  raised  owing,  it 
was  alleged,  to  the  introduction  of  the  new 
Tariff?  If  {vioes  have  been  increased 
from  other  than  fiscal  reasons,  that  is  no 
reason  why  the  picmeos  in  the  timber- 
cutting  trade  should  be  penalized  by  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[6.20]. — The  leader  of  the  Labour  Party 
has  charged  me  with  having  attempted  tr* 
belittle  the  pine  timber  industry  of  Queens- 
land. In  that  he  did  me  an  injustice.  I 
merely  stated  that  during  the  discussitm  of 
the  first  Commonweafth  Tariff  it  was  con- 
tended that  the  use  of  Queensland  timber 
in  butter  boxes  imparted  a  disagreeaUe 
flavour  to  the  butter.  I  wish  now  to  read 
a  few  lines  in  proof  of  my  statement  that 
such  an  assertion  was  mad&  It  was  maue 
by  Mr.  Manifold.  Speaking  in  this 
chamber  that  gentleman  said — 

There  has  been  a  lot  of  correipondence  io 
the  local  papers  on  the  subject  of  bnttei  Soxe» 
at  Byron  Bay,  and  the  Victorian  dairy  expert, 
Mr.  Crowe,  condemns  the  Queensland  timber, 
which  he  considers  to  be  unsuitable.  The  New 
Zealand  white  pioe  is  very  useful  for  tbe  por- 
pose,  but  tbe  Queeasland  pise  is  Sftid  to  make 
the  butter  smell  somewhat. 

I  make  this  quotation  merely  with  a  view 
to  substantiate  my  statement.  I  should 
be  the  last  to  attempt  to  belittle  any  in- 
dustry in  Australia,  or  to  cast  a  reflectioo 
upon  any  timber  which  can  be  grown  ia 
Queensland. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (Xortb 
Sydney)  [6.2j]. — The  statement  of  tbe 
honorable  member  for  Wide  Bay,  that  tim- 
ber for  butter-box  purposes  is  admitted 
free,  is  incorrect.  It  is  true  that 
logs  are  upon  the  free  list,  but  it 
costs  more  in  the  way  of  frei^t  to  im- 
port them  than  it  does  to  import  tinrt)er  in 
Us  dressed  state.  Fully  one-third  of  the 
logs  represent  waste,  and  consequently  it  is 
considerably  dearer  to  import  timber  in  that 
form.  With  regard  to  the  timber  that  is 
used  for  fruit-boxes.  I  would  point  out  that 
flitches  are  sent  to  London  from  New  Zea- 
land because  they  bring  higher  prices  there, 
and  it  is  those  higher  prices  which  enable 
us  to  obtain  the  other  p(Ntions  of  tbe  timber 
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cheaper  than  we  should  otherwise  be  able 
to  get  them.  ,  If  the  consumer  had  to  pay 
ii  duty  upon  that  timber  it  would  ueats- 
sarilv  add  to  its  price,  and  certainly  no 
saving  could  be  effected  by  its  importation 
in  the  form  of  logs.  Earlier  in  the  debate 
1  stated  that  there  was  no  competition  be- 
tween the  hardwood  timbers  of  Australia 
■and  the  imported  softwood  timbers.  That 
fact  is  clearly  shown  by  the  great  difference 
between  tBe  prices  of  the  two  articles.  I 
^stated,  and  my  statement  was  qura- 
tioned,  that  hardwood  tinnier  was  sold  at 
from  9s.  to  los.  per  100  superfida]  feet, 
whereas  Oregon  realised  from  14s.  6d.  to 
17s.  per  100  superficial  feet 

Mr.  Chanter. — That  may  be  so  at  the 
mills. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— No;  those 
are  the  prices  in  the  metropolitan  market 
Of  course,  I  am  speaking  of  stock  sizes.  I 
hold  in  my  hand  the  De^nber  price-list  of 
a  Melbourne  timber  merchant — 

Mr.  Groou. — Which  December? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— December 
of  the  present  vear.  Surely  the  Attorney- 
General  does  not  imagine  that  I  am  en- 
deavouring to  mislead  the  Committee.  That 
price-list  quotes  oregtxi  cut  to  size  up  to 
36  feet  at  17s.  pen  100  sux)»fidal  feet,  and 
Oregon  of  stock  sizes  at  los.  per  100  super- 
ficial feet.  These  figures  show  that  there 
is  even  a  greater  difference  between  the 
prices  than  I  have  previously  stated. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  V6.26].— I  in- 
tend to  suppmt  the  amendment  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Barrier.  But  I  rise 
•chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  refuting  the  state- 
ment which  has  been  repeatedly  made  that 
-die  hardwood  timbers  of  Australia  are 
suitable  for  use  in  the  Broken  Hill  mines. 
I  have  had  a  number  of  years'  e]t{>erience 
in  both  quartz  and  alluvial  mines  in  Vic- 
toria, and  I  say  that  anybody  with  pracfica! 
knowledge  will  admit  that  the  class  of  tim- 
ber required  in  the  Barrier  mines  is  not 
hardwood  timber.  No  comparison  can  be 
instituted  between  those  mines  and  the  mines 
of  any  other  portion  of  the  Commonwealth. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  if  we  were  to  impose 
a  duty  of  5s.  per  100  superficial  feet  upon 
Oregon,  it  would  still  be  imported  for  those 
mines,  but  in  less  quantity.  There  would 
\i2  a  disposition  to  eccxiomize  in  the  matter 
of  timber,  and  accidents  would  probably  re- 
sult. I  do  not  think  that  the  imposition  of 
t;.'*"  duty  proposed  would  benefit  the  timber 
industry  of  Queensland  cme  iota.  But  my 
first  consideration  is  the  safety  of  tl^ 


miners.  Something  has  been  s^d  about 
the  hard  lot  of  the  timber  cutters.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  timber  cutting  is  hard  work, 
and  that  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  risk 
associated  with  it.  But  if  the  timber  cut- 
tor  were  required  to  work  for  only  one  shift 
in  a  Broken  Hill  mine,  he  would  be  very 
glad  to  return  to  his  ordinary  avocation.  I 
have  been  down  the  mines  there,  and  I  can 
only  compare  the  creaking  and  the  roar- 
ing of  the  timber  sets  to  tlw  ncnse  whidi  is 
made  by  a  terrific  bush  fire.  In  the  Cen- 
tral Mine  this  creaking  may  be  heard  om- 
tinuously. 

Sitting  suspended  from  6.^0  to  7.^5  p.m, 

Mr.  POYNTON.— When  the  Com- 
mittee adjourned  for  dinner,  I  was  point- 
ing out  the  kind  of  timber  which  is  essen- 
tial to  the  safe  working  of  the  Bremen 
Hill  mines.  There  are  no  mines  in  Aus- 
tralia similar  to  those  mines.  For  instance, 
in  some  places  an  immense  cavity  is  worked 
to  a  width  of  400  feet,  and  it  is  essential 
to  have  a  class  of  timber  which  will  resist 
the  pressure  by  degrees,  and  will  not  snap 
as  hardwood  usually  does.  I  have  no 
doubt  in  my  own  mind  that,  whether  a  duty 
be  imposed  or  not,  Oregon  timber  will  be 
imported  for  those  mines.  What  I  fear 
is  that  if  the  price  of  timber  be  increased 
by  the  impositiwi  of  a  duty  there  may  be 
a  tendency  to  scrimp  the  timbering,  and 
so  place  the  unfortunate  miner  in  greater 
danger.  I  do  not  know  what  the  intention 
of  the  Government  on  this  matter  is.  It 
will  be  remonberod  that  this  mommg  the 
honorable  member  fcH*  Flinders  asked  a 
questimi  about  a  rebate  of  the  duty  paid 
on  the  timber  used  in  buttei  boxes.  I 
understood  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
t«ns  to  reply  that  it  was  the  intenticm 
of  the  Treasurer  to  put  that  kind  of  timber 
on  the  free  list.  Several  honorable  mem- 
bers to  whom  I  have  spoken  formed  the 
same  impression.  But  other  honorable 
members  have  told  me  that  they  did  not 
think  that  that  was  intended.  In  its  re- 
port, the  Melbourne  Herald  confirms  my 
impression  of  the  reply.  Since  this  morn- 
ing, I  have  gathered  that  the  Treasurer 
does  not  intend  to  take  that  step. 

Sir  William  Lyne.' — I  am  not  prepared 
to  make  a  statement  at  this  monent,  but 
if  that  were  dcme,  the  timber  for  the  boxes 
would  have  to  be  cut  in  lengths  in  bond. 

Mr.  POYNTON.- We  must  not  lose 
sight  of  the  fact  that  timber  is  used  for 
other  purposes  than  the  production  of 
butter  boxes  and  the  timbering  of  mines. 
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It  is  required  in  nearly  every  industry,  and 
is  also  used  by  private  persons  to  a  large 
extent  I  hope  that  the  Q»nmittee  will 
not  distinguish  between  the  users  of  tim- 
ber. I  see  u>  reason  why  it  should  be 
made  free  in  the  case  of  one  particular 
line  and  subjected  to  heavy  duties  in  the 
case  of  other  lines. 

Mr.  Sinclair. — The  other  people  have 
a  larger  range  of  choice. 

Mr.  POYNTON.~I  remember  that  tTie 
immediate  effect  of  the  imposition  of  the 
duties  under  the  old  Tariff  was  an  increase 
in  the  price  of  timber.  The  builders  found 
the  duties  a  very  serious  tax  indeed,  and, 
of  course,  it  had  to  be  passed  on  to  other 
persons.  Since  that  time  there  have  been 
other  increases.  There  seans  to  be  a  com- 
bine in  the  timber  business. 

Mr.  Tudor. — I  think  that  the  saw- 
millers  and  the  merchants  are  in  the  com- 
bine. 

Mr.  POYNTOX.— In  my  opinion,  the 
easiest  way  to  break  down  the  combine  will 
be  to  put  timber  on  the  free  list. 

Mr.  Tudor. — I  do  not  think  that  that 
would  affect  the  position  at  all. 

Mr.  POYNTO\.~If  thai  were  done, 
a  man  would  not  require  so  much  money  in 
order  to  secure  his  timber.  To  a  small 
man  who  wants  to  start  in  business  a  duty 
is  a  very  great  item.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  Government  have  not  dealt  with 
the  Timber  Combine  under  the  Anti-Trust 
Act,  because  in  any  part  of  the  Cwnmon- 
wealth  they  can  get  evidence  of  an  in- 
creased price  having  been  charged  under 
the  old  Tariff,  and  of  advantage  having 
been  taken  of  the  new  duties.  No  doubt 
we  shall  have  further  results  if  those  duties 
are  increased.  I  want  to  deal  with  the 
jcnnt  reocxnmendations  of  the  Jklelbourne 
Timber  Merchants'  Association'  and  the 
Federal  Saw-millers'  Employes  Associa- 
tion. They  want  certain  classes  of  timber 
to  be  put  on  the  free  list,  and  recommend 
an  increase  in  the  duties  on  other  sizes  of 
timber.  It  is  as  fine  a  specimen  of  brazen 
cheek  and  glaring  selfishness  as  has  ever 
been  brought  under  our  notice.  Here  are 
these  persons,  who  want  protectiwi  on  every 
article  they  make,  clamouring  to  get  their 
own  raw  material  put  <hi  the  free  list. 
But  they  have  no  consideration  fcnr  the 
man  who  wants  to  erect  a  house,  or  to  use 
that  material  in  other  ways.  In  the  case 
of  other  perscMis,  the  timber  merchants  are 
not  satisfied  with  the  proposed  duties 
which  represent  a  fairly  stiff  increase  on 
the  old  duties,  but  deliberately  suggest  an 


increase  of  nearly  loo  per  cent,  on  socne 
lines  of  timber.  It  is  oaly^  anotho:  exhi- 
bition of  the  inherent  seifisbriess  wbidi 
diaracterizes  all  manufacturers.  They 
want  their  machinery,  tools  of  trade,  and 
everything  else  put  on  the  free '  list,  but 
demand  a  high  duty  on  the  raw  material 
of  the  primary  industries.  If  this  cir- 
cular letter  is  to  be  taken  as  a  sample  of 
the  kind  of  barter  to  which  they  are  pre- 
pared to  resort,  the  sooner  the  Committee 
is  made  acquainted  with  thdr  actual  in- 
tentions, the  better  it  will  be  for  the  users 
of  these  articles.  I,  in  common  witb  a 
large  number  of  honorable  members,  have 
be«i  under  the  impression  that  in  the  mat- 
ter of  the  timber  duties  we  had  to  consicter 
not  only  the  manufacturer  and  his  em- 
ployfo,  but  also  a  very  important  factor 
in  the  producticm  of  wealth,  and  that  is  the 
user  of  the  article.  But  these  two  interested 
parties  sit  down,  and  the  employfe  prac- 
tically say  to  the  sawmillers,  "Now,  we 
will  agree  with  you  to  go  for  the  increased 
duties,  and  to  plunder  the  other  fellow, 
provided  that  we  are  to  get  a  bit  of  this 
protection  in  the  form  of  increased  wages. 
It  is  immaterial  to  us  what  you  intend  to 
charge  the  iiser."  If  that  is  their  idea 
of  the  new  protection  

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— We  have  something 
to  say  about  the  charges,  too. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— We  are  always  talk- 
ing about  going  to  have  a  say  about  the 
charges,  but  in  the  meantime  they  are 
being  made. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — We  cannot  do 
everything  at  once. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— The  Government  have 
already  had  opportunities  to  take  action, 
but  they  have  not  yet  given  effect  to  the 
system  of  new  protection.  For  instance, 
they  could  have  dealt  with  the  Timber 
Ccxnbine  if  they  had  taken  the  trouble  to 
obtain  the  evidence  which  is  available.  If 
two  parties  are  to  be  allowed  to  fix  the 
duties  on  articles,  and  to  arrange  for 
parcelling  out  the  plunder,  it  is  about 
time  that  the  user  got  some  consideratiwi. 
If  anything  we  may  do  here  should  tend 
to  cripple  the  primary  producers,  its 
effects  will  very  somi  be  felt  in  the  metro- 
politan areas  of  the  States.  I  intend  to 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
member  fen:  Barrier,  and  I  trust  that  when 
we  ccHne '  to  fix  the  duties  on  other  lines 
the  Committee  will  see  that  the  users  ^ 
a  fsir,  square  dealj  and  that  ix>  specul 
exemptions  are  iB|^?^^s^®fl3J^fer. class 
of  persons.  ^ 
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Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [1-56].— I 
am  as  desirous  as  is  any  one  of  getting  on 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Tariff.  I 
suggest  to  the  C<Hnmittee  that  it  would  be 
a  fair  compromise  to  fix  the  duty  on  the 
timber  required  for  butter  boxes  at  9d. 
per  100  feet,  with  the  right,  if  the  Min- 
ister so  desires,  to  manufacture  them  in 
bond. 

Mr.  Thomas. — ^What  about  the  timber 
for  the  mines? 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  proposal  of  the 
honorable  member  is  in  no  way  affected 
bv  my  suggesticxi.  Beycxid  that  I  cannot 
go. 

Mr.  JOHN  THOMSON  (Cowper) 
[7-57]- — su£^estion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Wide  fiav  would  have  helped 
us  very  omsiderably  if  it  had  been  made 
at  an  earlier  hour.  This  item  has  given 
lise  to  a  considerable  amount  of  feeling. 
Some  honorable  members  have  doubted 
whether  Colonial  timbers  are  suitable  for 
the  purpose  of  making  butter  boxes,  and 
ether  honorable  members  have  declared  that 
<^ueensland  pine,  if  suitable  for  the  pur- 
poie,  is  not  available,  and  that  conse- 
quently persons  would  have  to  look  else- 
where for  their  supplies  of  pine.  The 
suggestion  which  has  been  made  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Wide  Bay  occurred 
to  my  mind  in  the  early  part  of  the  de- 
bate. I  shall  be  prepared  to  agree  to 
a  compromise  of  gd.  per  100  feet  on  the 
timber  if  the  butter  boxes  are  allowed  to 
be  made  free  in  bond.  I  know  that 
since  the  duties  have  been  imposed  the 
Department  of  Trade  and  Customs  have 
made  an  arrangement  by  which  a  draw- 
back of  the  duty  paid  on  such  timber  is 
allowed  when  the  butter  boxes  are  ex- 
ported. But  I  su[^x>Ee  that  most  honcff- 
able  members  are  aware  that  when  butter 
is  sent  to  Melbourne  or  Sydney  for  sale 
it  is  bought  very  often  by  speculators,  and 
that  when  it  is  exported  the  rebate  is  paid 
to  them,  and  not  to  the  factories  which 
really  paid  the  duty  on  the  timber.  The 
consequence  of  this  system  is  that  co- 
operative factories  which,  in  most  cases  are 
owned  by  the  farmers,  have  had  to  pay 
the  duty  without  getting  the  full  advan- 
tage of  the  draw-back.  If  such  an 
arrangement  were  made  as  has  been 
suggested,  the  original  purchasers  of 
the  butter  boxes  would  get  a  remission  of 
the  dutv  paid  on  the  fimber. 

Mr.  Crouch.— Will  the  honorable  mem- 
ber say  how  country  factwies  would  be 


affected  by  the  manufacture  of  butter  bcnes 
in  bond? 

Mr.  JOHN  THOMSON.— They  could 
ger  their  timber  free  of  duty  in  any  thick- 
ness they  liked. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [8.1].— I  wish 
to  call  attenti(Hi  to  the  coolness  of  the  pro- 
posal to  put  a  tax  upon  the  mining  in- 
dustry by  way  of  what  is  called  a  compro- 
mise. Or^on  timber  is  not  produced  in 
Australia  at  all.  No  substitute  for  it  is 
produced  here.  Yet  it  is  calmly  proposed 
to  impose  a  duty  of  gd.  pet  100  feet,  in- 
stead of  6d.  as  under  the  old  Tariff,  and 
that  is  called  a  comprttnise.  Some  honor- 
able members  who  profess  to  be  strong  pro- 
tectionists are  willing  to  make  a  concessiOT 
in  the  case  of  butter  boxes,  but  no  conces- 
sion to  the  mining  industry.  Surely  that  is 
most  unfair.  The  idea  that  oregon  can  be 
imported  in  logs  has  been  exploded.  I 
have  shown  that  kauri  pine  from  New  Zea- 
land has  been  sold  recently  at  from  20s.  to 
24s.  per  100  feet  in  logs,  whilst  first-class 
beards  were  sold  at  from  20s.  to  30s.  per 
100  feet. 

Mr.  FiSHEB. — Because  there  is  an  export 
duty  in  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— We  are  dealing  with 
facts,  not  explanations.  Not  a  220th  part 
the  timber  that  is  imported  comes  in  log 
form,  because  it  costs  less  to  import  the 
sawn  timber  and  pav  the  duty.  The 
Broken  Hill  mines  would  long  ago  have 
imported  logs  had  it  been  cheaper  to  im- 
port them  than  sawn  timber.  I  enter  my 
protest  against  this  way  of  dealing  with  the 
matter.  I  can  see  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  consider  one  industry  as  well  as 
another.  Queensland  is  not  able  to  supply 
the  timber  that  is  required,  even  if  Queens- 
land timber  were  suitable.  No  one  wishes 
to  injure  the  Queensland  industry,  but  trade 
is  so  brisk  already  that  they  cannot  supply 
the  market.  I  object  to  putting  a  tax  un- 
necessarily upon  one  of  our  most  important 
industries.  If  we  imposed  a  duty  of  5s. 
per  100  feet  super.,  not  one  log  more  would 
be  imported,  nor  would  it  conduce  to  any 
other  kind  of  timber  being  used.  This  tax 
does  not  affect  all  mines,  but  it  does  touch 
those  which  have  to  work  under  the  square- 
set  system,  and  cannot  use  anv  other  timber 
than  Oregon.  I  have  been  in  mines  where 
hardwood  was  used,  and  where  a  collapse 
came  so  suddenly  from  the  wood  snappins 
that  it  put  out  every  Hghf  in  the  mine. 
Mine-OTvners  are  not  going  to  take  such 
risks,  and  we  do  not  want  them  ta     It  is 
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of  no  use  to  compare  mines  worked  on  the 
square-set  system  with  mines  where  there 
is  simply  an  open  cut.  When  they  get 
doMm  deep  the  square-set  system  is  a  netxs- 
sity,  and  th&a  there  is  no  substitute  for 
Oregon  timber  in  Queoisland  or  in  any  other 
part  of  Australia.  What  is  mcMre,  we  do 
not  want  to  put  the  beautiful  pine  of 
Queensland  into  our  mines.  We  are  told 
that  it  is  even  too  good  for  making  butter 
boxes,  and  it  costs  three  or  four  times  as 
much  as  some  mines  can  afford  to  pav- 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [8.8].— I  wish 
to  point  out  to  the  hcwiorable  member  few 
Darling  that  the  practice  of  the  Department 
of  TnuJe  and  Customs  is  that  if  any  im- 
ported article  is  afterwards  re-exported  a 
drawback  of  duty  is  allowed.  That  prac- 
tice is  in  accordance  with  the  policy  that 
this  Parliament  has  authorized. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [8.9].— I  compli- 
ment the  honorable  member  for  Barrier  on 
the  tricky  way  in  which  he  has  moved  his 
amendment.  If  that  term  is  objected  to 
I  will  say  the  discreet  way  in  which  he 
has  moved  it,  so  as  to  "rope  in"  all  those 
honorable  members  who  are  interested  in 
butter  boxes,  as  well  as  those  who  are  in- 
terested in  mining.  If  oregon  stood  by 
itself,  I  believe  that  a  good  case  could 
be  made  out  for  putting  it  on  the 
free  list;  certainly  a  better  case  than 
could  be  made  out  for  so  dealing 
with  New  Zealand  white  pine.  I 
shall  vote  against  either  being  made  free 
under  present  circumstances,  just  as  I  voted 
a  few  nights  ago  against  coloured  marble 
being  put  on  the  free  list,  and  for 
Carrara  marble  being  free.  But,  at 
the  same  time,  I  believe  that  if  we  were  to 
put  an  import  duty  of  55.  per  100  feet  on 
Oregon  it  would  not  lessen  the  imports  by 
5  per  cent.,  because  that  class  of  timber 
must  be  useS  for  certain  purposes.  Vf  I 
hnd  an  opportunity  of  voting  that  the  duty 
on  Oregon  should  remain  as  it  was  under 
the  old  Tariff,  at  66.  per  100  feet 
super.,  I  should  do  so.  _  But  New 
Zealand  white  pine  is  in  another 
category.  There  are  several  kinds  of 
timlwr  in  Australia  that  can  be  used  for 
making  fruit  cases,  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Moreton  has  proved  that  the 
butter  boxes  used  in  Queensland  and  made 
from  wood  grown  in  that  State  are  as  good 
as  any  others.  I  believe  that  a  sugges- 
iio.i  is  to  be  made  that  we  should  allow 
butter  boxes  to  be  made  in  bond.  I  think 
that  that  would  be  a  mistake,  and  T  shall 
^•ote  against  it  if  it  is  proposed.  It  is  in  the 


interest  of  every  hcmorable  member  repre- 
senting a  ,  country  constituency  to  vote 
against  such  a  proposal,  because  the  timber 
merchants  who  would  go  to  the  expense 
of  turning  their  places  into  bonds,  and  em- 
ploying a  Custom  House  officer  at  a  salary 
of  about  ;^3oo  a  year  are  not  numerous  > 
and  it  would  mean  that  one  or  two  firms 
would  have  an  absolute  mcmopoly  of  the 
trade.  It  would  be  the  worst  thing  we 
could  do  in  the  interests  of  the  butter  in- 
dustry. If  the  amendment  of  the  honor- 
able m«nber  for  Barrier  is  put  to  the  vote 
I  shall  oppose  it.  But  if  I  have  an  oppor- 
tunity, I  shall  vote  for  a  duty  of  6d.  per 
100  feet,  or,  if  that  is  n^atived,  and  the 
Committee  votes  on  the  questioi^  whether 
the  duty  shall  be  pd.  per  100  feet,  I  shall 
vote  for  that. 

Mr.  THOMAS  (Barrier)  [8.r2].— I  am 
rather  sorry  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Yarra  should  have  said  that  I  have  moved 
my  amendment  in  rather  a  "tricky  "  way. 
I  do  not  think  that  that  is  fair.  In  the 
last  Parliament  I  voted  for  New  Zealand 
white  pine  to  be  free,  as  well  as  oregon.  I 
do  not  see  why  oregon  should  be  free  if 
white  pine  is  to  be  dutiable.  I  wish  to  do  the 
best  I  can  for  the  mining  industry,  because 
I  repres^t  a  mining  electorate.  But  at 
the  same  time.  I  do  not  want  to  penalise 
the  dairying  industry  in  order  that  the 
mining  industry  may  secure  an  advantage 
at  its  expense.'  I  should  like  to  explain 
what  it  is  that  I  wish  to  have  carried  just 
now.  I  fancj'  that  one  or  two  honorable 
members  are  under  a  misapprehension  as 
to  what  the  outcome  of  the  division  would 
be.  It  does  not  follow  that  if  the 
Committee  agrees  to  my  first  proposal, 
to  put  Oregon  and  white  pine  in  paragraph 
A,  those  timbers  will  necessarily  be  free. 
In  the  first  division  we  shall  not  be  voring 
to  make  them  free. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  cannot  under- 
stand the  necessity  for  putting  those  words 
in. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— If  the  Treasurer  will 
accept  a  proposal  to  make  the  timbers  in 
paragraph  a  free,  I  will  retire  at  once. 
But  there  are  some  honorable  members  who 
are  prepared  to  make  oregon  and  New 
Zealand  pine  free,  or  to  impose  a  very  low 
duty  on  them,  whilst  they  are  not  prepared 
to  extend  that  treatment  to  other  timbers. 
The  honorable  member  for  Yarra  says  that 
he  is  prepared  to  rote  for  oregon  bein;: 
placed  on  the  free  list,  or  being  subjected 
to  only  a  very  low  du^r,  ^Ot^|.le.is  not 
i«adv  to  deal        '^^^SlS?  white 
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(ane  in  the  same  way.  If  the  honorable 
member  is  prepared  to  vote  against  the 
amendment  because  it  covers  both  oreeon 
and  white  pine,  then  it  is  obvious  that  he 
would  do  so  if  it  also  included  other  tim- 
bers. The  same  remark  will  apply  to  other 
honorable  members  who  are  prepared  to 
vote  for  a  low  duty  on  Oregon  and  white 
pine,  whilst  th^  think  that  certain  other 
timbers  should  be  subjected  to  a  heavier 
duty.  For  these  reascHis,  I  think  that  we 
should  deal  separately  with  Oregon  and 
white  pine.  My  first  amendment  is  simply 
designed  to  confine  paragraph  a  to 
<xegon  and  while  pine,  and  once  that 
question  has  been  decided,  it  will  be  open 
to  honorable  members  to  determine  wheth^ 
tbo&e  timbers  shall  be  free  or  suti^jected 
to  a  duty. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [8.17]. 
— I  would  ask  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  put 
the  amendm^t  before  the  Committee  in 
two  sections,  as  you  have  power  to  do  un- 
der the  Standing  Orders.  Any  CMnpH- 
cated  questicm  may  be  so  treated,  and  if 
my  suggestion  were  adopted,  it  would  en- 
able a  clear  vote  to  be  taken.  Mr.  Speaker 
has  frequently  split  up  amoidments  in  that 
way. 

Mr.  Batchelok. — By  consent. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  Standing  Orders 
provide  that  it  may  be  done,  and  I  hope 
that  you,  Mr  Chairman^  will  adopt  this 
course. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  presume  that  the 
honorable  member  for  South  Sydn^  de- 
Azes  that  I  shall  put  the  question  in  two 
sections — the  one  relating  to  oregcxi  and 
the  other  to  New  Zealand  inne: 

Mr.  Watson. — Yes. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Standing  order  122 
provides  that  the  House  may  order  a  cwn- 
plicated  question  to  be  divided,  and  if  it 
be  the  desire  of  the  Committee,  I  shall 
put  the  question  in  separate  paragraphs. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — I  shall  object. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY  (Darwin) 
[8.zo]. — The  honorable  member  for  Yarra 
has  said  that  if  butter-box  timber  were 
dealt  with  in  b(md,  it.  would  involve  an 
annual  expenditure  of  £z'^- 

Mr.  Tudor.— That  would  be  the  cost 
of  the  bond. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— The  cost  of 
keeping  a  Customs  Officer  in  attendance. 
The  honorable  monber  is  under  a  misajH 
prehensitHi.  The  cost  would  not  exceed 
J^$o  per  annum.     Shiplrads  of  timber 


would  be  sent  in  and  would  be  immediately 
cut  up  into  the  required  siks  and  taken 
away. 

Mr.  Fisher. — At  the  outside,  the  cost 
would  be  only  ^£25  per  annum. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  am  well 
above  the  mark  in  saying  that  it  would  be 
;^So  per  annum.  I  hope  that  no  honor- 
able member  will  vote,  on  the  score  of 
cost,  against  the  imposition  of  a  dutv. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [8.23]. 
— Judging  by  the  remarks  made  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Wide  Bay  and 
others,  there  is  every  likelihood  that  a 
duty,  which  will  not  be  protective  in  its 
incidence,  will  be  carried. 

Mr.  Fisher. — I  say  that  the  duty,  what- 
ever it  is,  will  be  protective. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  disagree  with 
the  honorable  member.  I  am  not  going 
to  vote  for  a  duty  of  6d.  or  gd.  per  100 
superficial  feet  an  this  timber,  and  thus 
penalize  a  big  industry  for  the  sake  of 
raising  revenue;  We  should  either  protect 
our  timber  industry  ot  allow  timber  to 
come  in  free.  I  shall  vote,  first  of  all. 
for  the  item  being  placed  cax  the  free  list, 
and,  if  that  proposition  be  rejected,  I  shall 
vote  for  the  highest  duty  that  I  can  obtain. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [8.24].— 
There  is  good  reason  for  adopting  the 
oourse  suggested  by  the  honorable  member 
for  South  Sydney,  since,  underlying  the 
amendm«it  moved  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Barrier,  there  is  a  serious  danger 
to  the  interests  of  those  who  are  called 
upon  to  use  New  Zealand  pans.  My  ex- 
perience teadies  me  that  the  making  of 
butt^-boxes  does  not  represent  one- 
twentieth  of  the  uses  to  which  this  pine  is 
put  in  Australia.  Listening  to  this  de- 
bate, one  would  imagine  that  New  Zealand 
white  pine  is  used  only  for  making  butter- 
boxes.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  put  to 
many  other  uses,  and  this  question  has  a 
much  broader  aspect  Hian  some  imagine. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Does  the  honorable 
member  think  that  New  Zealand  white  pine 
should  be  free? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Undoubtedly ;  be- 
cause in  Australia  we  cannot  obtain  in 
sufficient  quantities  a  suitable  substitute  to 
meet  the  demand. 

Mr.  Thomas. — The  honorable  member 
speaks  as  a  builder? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.~I  speak  as  a  man 
who  has  had  to  buy  this  timber.  We  have 
not  in  Australia  a  s«PP^"  pine 
adequate  to  meeP'^J^^afetoaWft-'^W;  that 
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being  so,  I  fail  to  see  why  we  should  pena- 
lize those  who  have  to  use  this  timber. 
The  hcMiorable  member  for  Wide  Bay  has 
made  a  strong  appeal  to  the  Committee  to 
adopt  the  Government  proposal*  and  a 
good  deal  has  been  said  as  to  the  suita- 
bility of  Queensland  hoop  pine  for  butter- 
bcnes.  To  use  it  for  such  a  purpose  is  to 
be  guilty  of  almost  a  crime.  It  is  a  very 
valuable  timber,  and  if  it  were  obtainable 
in  sufficient  quantities  I  should  be  pre- 
pared to  impose  a  duty  on  New  Zealand 
white  pine.  It  is  most  suitable  for  building 
purposes  and  for  the  making  of  furniture, 
and  ought  not  to  be  used  for  butter-boxes. 
It  is  too  scarce,  and,  to  my  mind,  is  not 
the  teost  suitable  timber  to  be  put  to  such 
a  use.  I  am  {H«pared  to  vote  for  a  duty 
on  that  which  can  be  produced  in  Australia 
or  for  the  encouragement  of  an  Australian 
industry,  but  I  should  be  false  to  my  prin- 
ciples as  a  protectionist  if  I  voted  for  a 
duty  on  that  which  we  cannot  produce. 

Mr.  PALMER  (Ecbuca)  [8.27].— The 
all-important  questicm  is  whether  ch*  not  the 
imposition  of  a  duty  will  increase  the  cost 
of  this  timber  to  the  great  producing  and 
mining  interests  of  Australia.  It  is  admitted 
that  we  have  splendid  timber  in  the  Com- 
monwealth. Those  who  visited  the  last 
Australian  Natives'  Association  Exhibititxi 
in  Melbourne,  or  have  any  idea  of  the 
extent  and  resources  of  the  forests  of 
Western  Australia  and  Queensland,  must 
recognise  that  we  have  great  possibilities 
in  that  direction;  but  the  time  is  not  yet 
ripe  for  their  development,  and  the  opening 
up  of  oui*  timber  supplies  is  not  far  enough 
advanced  to  oiable  the  local  demand  to  be 
met.  That  being  so,  if  we  impose  a  duty 
in  this  case  we  shall  simply  iiKrease  the 
cost  to  those  who  are  entitled  to  look  to 
the  Legislature  for  assistance.  It  has  been 
shown,  by  quotaticms  frcxn  letters  from 
more  than  one  trade  orgamzation,  that 
Queensland  cannot  supplv  our  needs.  I 
have  here  a  statement  by  the  Master 
Coachbuilders  and  Wheelwrights'  Associa- 
tion, signed  bv  a  number  of  reputable  and 
worthy  firms  in  Melbourne,  Bendigo*  and 
Sydney,  setting  fwrth  that — 

Queeasland  cannot  supply  our  wants.  The 
imports  to  Australia  of  soft  woods  is  115,000,000 
f«t  per  annum.  Queensland  can  only  supply 
4,000,00a  ft.  at  their  own  price,  which  has  been 
a<1vanced  50  per  cent,  within  the  last  two  years. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley.— They  are 
^lished  pagans. 

Mr.  PALMER.— If  I  called  the  honor- 
able member  a  Christian  he  would  not  be 
trended,  and  I  am  sure  that  those  who 


have  signed  this  circular  care  not  what 
name  the  honorable  member  applies  to 
them.  The  hcxiorable  member  for  Darwin 
has  said  that  he  claims  my  vote.  I  do 
not  know  why  he  should  claim  my  vote. 
I  am  here  in  the  interests  of  my  ccHistitu- 
ents.  The  honQfiU>Ie  member  for  Wide 
Bay,  too,  claimed  my  vote.  I  should  like 
to  know  on  what  ground? 

Mr.  Fisher.— On  the  ground  that  the 
honorable  member  declared  himself  to  be 
a  protectionist. 

Mr.  PALMER. — I  suppose  that  the 
Fisher  of  Wide  Bay  thought  that  he  had 
caught  a  very  big  fish,  by  using  that 
phrase.  He  has  not  succeeded.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  vote  for  a  duty  on  this  tim- 
ber until  there  is  a  reas(Miable  prospect  of 
Queensland  and  the  other  States  bein^ 
able  to  supply  the  demand  for  it.  When 
that  time  arrives,  we  may  well  impose  a 
duty  in  the  furtberance  of  the  pc^icy  of 
protection;  but  until  then  such  an  imposi- 
tion would  merely  penalize  industries 
which  we  diould  do  our  best  to  assist.  I 
object  strenuously  to  the  division  of  the 
question.  We  have  been  discussing  the 
amendment  all  day  long  as  raising  one 
question,  and,  now,  at  the  eleventh  hour, 
it  is  proposed  to  divide  it. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — And  to  double  the 
debate. 

Mr.  PALMER.— Yes.  The  whole  sub- 
ject will  be  re-op»ied.  This  is  being  done 
in  order  that  one  party  in  the  Committee 
may  be  played  off  against  another. 

Sir.  Hans  Irvine. — That  is  exactly 
wbat  it  is  being  done  for. 

Mr.  PALMER.— We  are  too  "fly"  to 
allow  that  to  be  done,  if  we  can  help  it. 

Mr.  Watson. — Honorable  members 
cannot  help  it. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  hwiorable  member 
can  argue  that  the  amendment  is  not  a 
complicated  one. 

Mr.  PALMER.— It  is  cwtainly  not  a 
complicated  one. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  Committee 
has  consented  to  the  questioi  being 
divided. 

Mr.  WitKs.— Xo;  the  Committee  has 
not  been  asked  yet. 

Mr.  PALMER.— The  question  has  not 
been  put  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Watson. — There  was  no  objectioru 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — I  heard  it  objc!!Cted  to. 

Mr.  PALMER.— I  did  not  understand 
that  the  Committee  had  ccmsented  to  the 
division  of  the  questicxi.  flf^Utuid,  been 
put  to  the  CommSHlgf  !y,*W^Srfg"wouId 
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have  objected,  because  I  consider  that 
such  a  procedure  would  allow  the  whole 
matter  to  be  re-opened.  We  must,  of 
necessity,  view  it  from  another  stand- 
point, if  it  is  divided,  and  vote  for  both 
proposituxis. 

Mr.  Watson. — Honorable  members  can 
vote  for  both  separately. 

Mr.  PALMER. — If  we  were  anywhere 
else  than  in  a  Parliamentary  Committee 
that  would  be  perfectly  safe,  but  under 
the  circumstances  I  do  not  know  tfiat  it  is 
safe.  In  the  interests  of  the  butter  pro- 
ducers, of  the  individual  who  wants  to 
build  himself  a  small  cottage,  of  the  great 
mining  industry,  and  of  the  development 
of  the  country  generally,  there  must  be 
no  paltering  with  this  question.  We  must 
^ow  a  firm  front,  and  make  a  determined 
eff<^  not  to  sacrifice  the  great  interests  of 
the  C«nm(mwealth  to  the  minor  interests. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [8.35].— 
The  honorable  member  for  Gwydir 
clinched  the  argument  when  he  showed 
that  timber  for  butter  boxes  cannot  be  ob- 
tained in  Australia  in  a  suflScient  quantity 
to  meet  the  demand.  There  is  a  demand 
for  Australian  timber,  but  the  supply  is 
not  large  enough  to  meet  it.  The  Com- 
mittee has  already  voted  to  make  wheat 
sacks  free,  so  that  the  cost  of  exporting 
our  grain  to  England  shall  not  be  in- 
creased. Wool  packs,  too,  ate  free. 
Having  made  free  the  coverings  and 
bags  in  which  our  wool  and  grain  are  ex- 
ported, why  should  we  put  a  tax  on  the 
boxes  in  which  our  butter  is  ex- 
ported? I  shall  support  the  amendment 
to  make  oregon  and  white  pine  free. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  honorable  member  will 
not  separate  the  two? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— No.  I  should  not  have 
spoken  on  this  subject  had  I  seen  that 
things  were  going  the  Tight  way.  As  a 
trick  has  been  suggested,  I  say  that  the 
trick  is  in  trying  to  separate  the  two  pro- 
posals contained  in  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  division  of  the  ques- 
tion will  not  prevent  the  honorable  member 
from  voting  for  each  of  the  prc^Ktsals 
separately. 

Mr.  HEDGES. — Every  word  that  was 
said  bv  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier 
about  the  safety  attained  by  the  use  of 
Oregon  timber  in  the  Broken  Hill  mines 
was  absolutely  true.  I  know  something 
about  the  subject,  because  for  two  years  I 
handled  everv  bit  of  timber  used  by  the 
Broken  Hill  'Proprietar\-  CMnpany.  The 


big  creep  occurred  during  that  period,  when 
we  used  tis  much  as  72,000  feet  a  day — 
more  than  the  saw -mills  of  Queenslana 
could  cut  in  a  week,  or  in  a  month.  The 
average  quantity  of  oregon  used  in  the 
Broken  Hill  mines  for  the  two  years  during 
which  I  had  the  ocmtract  was  300,000  feet 
a  week.  Tasmanian  stringy  bark  was  dur- 
ing that  time  given  an  ewaustive  trial  by 
the  directors,  but  it  was  not  a  succe», 
because  it  is  not  spfe.  Oregon  is  the  only 
timber  that  invariably  givfs  warning  that 
the  strain  cm  it  is  too  heavy,  and  thus  en- 
ables those  who  are  watching  it  to  take 
precautions  against  disaster.  Our  first 
object  should  be  to  secure  the  safety  of  those 
who  are  working  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth. 
We  should  do  in  this  matter  what  I  sug- 
gested should  be  done  in  regard  to  mining 
machinery — leave  it  to  those  who  are  run- 
ning these  propositions  to  decide  what  is 
the  best  material  to  use.  The  Committee 
is  not  composed  of  experts  in  mining,  and 
it  should  therefore  listen  to  those  who  are. 
I  hope  that  honorable  members  will  allow 
Oregon  to  be  imported  free  for  use  in  the 
mines  and  for  other  purposes,  and  that  it 
will  also  allow  the  white  pine  which  is 
used  in  making  butter  boxes  to  be  im- 
ported free 

Mr.  LIDDEIX  (Hunter)  [8.38].~Before 
the  CcMumittee  divides,  I  wish  to  be  set 
right  on  one  point.  As  honorable  members 
are  aware,  the  Cwnmcmwealth  has  under- 
taken the  administration  of  New  Guinea, 
and  the  development  of  its  resources,  and 
I  believe  that  the  Government  wish  to 
advance  the  Territory  in  every  way  pos- 
sible. I  am  informed  that  large  sums  of 
money  have  recently  been  invested  tiiere 
in  the  establishment  of  saw-mills  to  open 
up  an  export  trade  in  timb^,  and  I  wisli 
to  know  whether  the  proposed  duty  will 
not  militate  against  that  trade.  I  was  un- 
der the  impression  that  a  rebate  would  be 
given  in  connexion  with  timber  imported 
from  New  Guinea ;  but  I  now  understand 
that  that  is  not  so,  and  that  that  timber 
M-ill  be  treated  like  any  coming  from  other 
countries. 

fAr.  McDouGALL. — Does  the  honorable 
member  suggest  a  preference  to  Germany 
by  a  rrf)ate  on  timber  imported  from  Ger- 
man New  Guinea? 

^rr.  LTDDELL.— Of  course  not.  Why 
does  the  honorable  member  waste  the  time 
of  the  Committee  by  making  such  an  inter- 
jection ?  I  am  alluding  to  Fapua  or  British 
New  Guinea.  If  the ^ty  wiljinilitate 
against  the  de\'elpipHBei^vxfQ&^gtlSrritory. 
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I  urge  the  Government  to  introduce,  at  an 
early  date,  legislation  which  will  remove 
-he  disability. 

Mr.  Fisher. — I  understand  that  the 
matter  will  Le  dealt  with  nt  the  end  of  the 
I'arifF. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— No  doubt  w*  shall 
hear  from  the  Minister  exactly  what  is  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [8.41].— I  have 
listened  for  several  hours  to  special  plead- 
ing on  behalf  of  the  mining  and  butter  ^ 
porting  industries,  but  I  have  not  heard  a 
word  on  behalf  of  the  furniture  industry. 
English  oak,  walnut,  and  other  woods  are 
imported  to  be  made  into  furniture,  but 
it  has  not  been  proposed  that  those  timbers 
shall  be  made  free  of  duty.  I  am  not 
going  to  ask  for  such  a  ccmcession,  because 
this  is  a  protectionist  community,  and 
every  industry  should  reap  the  iienelits  of 
our  policy  of  protection. 

Mr.  Fuller. — The  farmers  will  benefit 
mightily  bv  a  dutv  on  butter  bcnces. 

Mr.  STORRER.— We  should  protect  the 
men  who  labour  in  our  forests.  If 
it  is  right  to  allow  to  be  imported 
free  white  pine  and  oregcm,  it  is 
right  to  allow  to  be  imported  free 
wnlnut,  oak.  and  other  furniture  timbers. 
I  am  glad  that  the  butter  industry  and  the 
mining  industry'  are  doing  so  well,  and 
making  so  much  money  that  they  can  afford 
to  pay  a  little  more  for  the  timber  they  use. 
I  am  prepared  to  give  every  industry  in 
Australia,  in  whatever  State  it  may  be, 
some  amount  of  protection.  It  has  been 
extraordinary;  to  hear  to-day  free-traders 
making  protectionist  speeches,  and  protec- 
ticmists  making  free-trade  speeches. 

Mr.  Thomas. — The  honorable  member 
made  a  good  free-trade  speech  on  chairs. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — And  on  parafiSne  wax. 

Mr.  STORRER.— I  voted  for  a  duty  of 
35  per  cent,  on  chairs.  That  is  a  very  fair 
protective  duty.  The  honorable  member 
for  Barrier  would  call  it  prohibition.  I 
am  not  a  prohibitionist,  but  a  protectionist. 
I  am  surprised  that  honorable  m^bers  in 
dealing  with  these  duties  do  not  take  the 
serious  view  of  their  possible  effects  upon 
the  future  welfare  of  this  country  which  we 
have  a  right  to  expect  from  the  members  of 
a  Parliament  representing  the  great  Com- 
monwealth of  Australia. 

Mr.   ATKINSON  (Wilmot)  [8.45]-— I 
have  no  intention  of  making  a  speech.  T 
*■  ve  been  listening  all  dav  to  arciimenls 
"h  T  should  myself  have  submitted  in 
vt  of  the  proposal  to  permit  oregoo 


and  white  pine  timber  to  come  in  free,  and 
I  am  satisfied  that  thev  are  correct.  I  have 
risen  to  ask  what  is  the  present  position. 
Have  you,  sir,  decided  that  oregon  timber 
shall  be  dealt  with  separately,  or  is  the 
amendment  moved  by  the  honorable  mem- 
I)er  for  Barrier  to  be  put  as  moved,  and  the 
vote  taken  with  respa:t  to  both  oregon  and 
New  2^1and  pine  at  the  same  time? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable  mem- 
bev  for  Wilmot  asks  me  to  state  the  present 
position.  The  amendment  moved  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Barrier  would  have 
been  put  in  the  ordinary  course  as  the  hon- 
orable member  moved  it,  but  the  honorable 
member  for  South  Sydney  asked  me  whether 
the  question  might  not  be  divided.  I 
pointed  out  that  according  to  standing  order 
122  I  had  no  power  to  divide  the  question^ 
but  that  the  Committee  has  power  to 
quest  that  a  questioi  be  divided. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown.— Besides,  there  is 
no  complication. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  point  is  that  it 
is  not  for  me  to  say  whether  the  question  as 
submitted  is  complicated  or  not.  It  is  for 
the  Committee  to  say  that,  and  if  the  Com- 
mittee  says  that  the  question  is  c(»npiici^, 
I  then  have  power  to  divide  it 

Mr.  Crouch. — Did  you  not  put  it  to  the 
Committee  to  say  whether  the  questioa 
should  be  divided? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  asked  the  Com- 
mittee whether  I  should  divide  the  ques- 
tion, and  I  certainly  understood  that  I  had 
the  consent  of  the  Committee  to  do  so.  If 
honorable  members  continue  their  conversa- 
tions it  is  difficult  for  me  to  give  a  ruling 
or  to  hear  what  is  said.  I  repeat  that  so 
far  as  I  oould  understand  when  I  put  it  to 
the  Committee  deliberately  to  say  wbedier 
the  question  should  be  divided,  no  objection 
was  taken  to  the  adoptiwi  of  that  coune. 

Mr.  Hams  Irtinb. — I  said  that  I 
objected. 

Mr.  Fuller. — When  you  said  you  had 
no  power  to  divide  the  question,  of  what  use 
was  it  to  raise  any  objection  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  pmnted  out  that 
I  had  no  sudi  power  unless  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Conmittee,  and  when  I  put  the 
questi<»i.  and  there  was  no  dissent,  I  took 

it  for  granted  that  the  Craunittee  gave  me 
power  to  divide  the  question.  As  it  ap- 
pears that  some  honorable  members  did 
object,  thouph  I  certainly  did  not  hear  them, 
I  ao:ept  their  statnnent,  and  in  the  circum- 
stances the  amendment  wilkhave  toil^  put 
as  it  was  moved.    Digitized  by  V^OOg It 
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Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [8.47].— 
There  is  an  easy  way  of  getting  over  the 
difficulty.  I  must,  however,  express  my 
surprise  that  any  hcxiorable  member  should 
raise  any  objection  to  putting  separately  two 
questions  so  radicallv  distinct  as  are  pro- 
posals to  impose  duties  cxi  oregoa  and  on 
New*  Zealand  pine.  Right  through 
the  discussion  on  the  Tuiff  I  have 
advocated  and  urged  that  the  utmost 
facility  should  be  given  on  every  occa- 
sion to  have  the  lowest  duty  put  first 
and  all  technical  difficulties  swept  aside,  so 
that  honorable  members  might  have  a  fair 
vote  upon  each  question  separately  and  in 
rotation ;  and  I  say  it  is  a  paltry  thing  of 
hcnorable  members  to  now  (A)ject  to  having 
these  questions  divided. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — I  think  it  is  a  very 
proper  thing. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  think  very  little  of 
honorable  members  who  insist  on  tricks  of 
this  description. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order.  I  ask  the 
hoixnrable  member  to  withdraw  that  remark. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  wish  to  say  that  I 
acquit  

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber  will  please  withdraw  the  remark. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Perhaps  I  will  be  al- 
lowed to  explain  what  my  remark  was  in- 
tended to  convey.  I  want  to  say  that  I 
acquit  at  once  the  honorable  member  who 
moved  the  motion  of  any  desire  to  trick 
the  Committee,  but  I  say  that  when  the 
difficulty  was  pointed  out,  and  it  was  shown 
that  the  motion,  as  moved,  puts  the  Ccxn- 
mittee  in  an  awkward  positi(»i,  the  matter 
assumes  a  very  different  complexion.  If 
any  one  objects  to  that  statement  of  the 
case,  Z  am  prepared  to  withdraw  it.  X 
have  said  that  there  is  an  easy  way  out 
of  the  difficulty,  and  I  now  move,  as  an 
amendment  of  the  amendment — 

Tbit  the  ameodntent  be  sraended  by  leaviog 
out  the  words  "  and  New  Zealand  pine." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.51].— I  have  refrained  all  day 
from  taking  part  in  the  very  long  dlsais- 
sion  on  this  item — which  has  assumed  a 
most  complex  and  difficult  character — be- 
cause I  have  found  that  to  take  part  in 
a  debate  until  it  has  reached  a  cer- 
tain stage,  has  sometimes  had  the  effect 
of  ixovt^ing  further  argtunent.  Mv  (treat 
object  is  to  get  a  faur  vote  after  discussion. 


and  I  am  quite  prepared  then  to  submit  to 
the  decision  of  the  Committee.  Surely  there 
has  been  a  sufficiently  lengthy  discussion  on 
this  question  during  the  whole  of  this  long 
day  ?  I  wish  to  say  but  a  very  few  words. 
The  honorable  member  for  Barrier  has  put 
his  case  strongly,  and  was  quite  within  his 
rights  in  moving  the  amendment  he  has 
submitted.  Ttie  honorable  member  for 
Wide  Bay  has  put  his  case  mcffe  strongh 
than  I  have  ever  heard  him  put  a  case  be- 
fore, and  he  displays  a  tenacity  of  pur- 
pose which  reflects  the  greatest  credit  upon 
him.  I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  the 
details  of  the  matter  under  discussion. 
Every  honorable  member  present  is  aware 
that  I  desire  to  carry  out  a  protective 
policy.  I  have  been  surprised  at  the 
speeches  made  to-day  by  one  or  two 
hcuKvable  members  of  this  House  who 
were  returned  as  strcMig  protectionists. 
It  is  all  nrcisense  to  say  that  we  cannot 
produce  the  timber  we  require  here.  I  need 
not  dilate  upon  that.  I  can  assure  hwi- 
erable  memters  that  the  leading  harvester, 
agricultural  implement,  and  buggy  maker 
in  iny  electorate  does  not  use  a  single  stick 
of  imported  timber.  He  uses  only  Aus- 
tralian timber,  but  he  sees  that  it  is  pro- 
perl  v  seasoned. 

Mr.  Wynne. — We  do  the  same.  We  bum 
Odonial  firewood. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— There  is  some- 
thing in  what  the  honorable  member  for 
Bass  has  said.  I  see  that  certain  honorable 
members  are  laughing  over  this  very  serious 
subject.  I  do  not  think  that  is  quite  pro- 
per. I  wish  the  matter  to  be  deafi  with 
seriously,  and  in  no  spirit  of  levity.  If 
honorable  members  deride  that  both  these 
classes  of  timber  shall  be  admitted  duty 
free,  they  will  be  going  lower  than  the  old 
Tariff. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — ^They  are  getting 
common-sense. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  for  Grampians  will  never  get  that 
if  he  lives  to  be  a.s  old  as  Methuselah.  He 
has  lost  his  opportunity. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — The  honorable 
gentlonan  never  had  any  common-sense, 
and  never  will  have  any. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — ^The  statement  of  the 
Treasurer  is  not  argument. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  know  thnt. 
but  the  honorable  member  for  Grampians 
has  been  verv  insulting  two  or  three  time?. 

Mr. 
offensive 


r.  Hans  lRViNE.-f-Thfi^Tr*Murer  is 
sive  at  allW^bv^^^^gt^ 


T078  Tofiff         [REPRESENTATIVES.]  {Timber). 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  wish  to  re- 
mind honorable  members  of  the  responsi- 
Ulity  they  are  taking  upc«i  themselves  in 
proposing  to  abolish  the  duty  which  has 
been  in  force  for  the  last  five  years. 

Mr.  BatchelOr. — On  New  Zealand 
pine? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— On  New  Zea- 
land pine.|  Honorable  inembers  iaugh^ 
but  the  honorable  member  for  Boothby 
made  a  stupid  interjection  only  fitted  for 
a  school  boy.  The  honorable  member 
knows,  and  is  aware  that  I  know,  that  the 
duty  of  6d.  per  loo  superficial  feet  was 
imposed  on  oregon  timber.  I  know  also 
that  a  special  arrangement  was  made  \vitl> 
respect  to  New  Zealand  pine. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — I  asked  the  honorable 
gentleman  about  New  Zealand  pine. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  expected 
that  the  honorable  member  would  not  be 
guilty  of  a  trick  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  Malonev. — It  was  only  a  joke. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  was  a  very 
childish  joke,  and  was  not  fitted  for  a 
member  of  Parliament. 

Mr,  Hans  Irvine. — There  the  Treasurer 
is  again. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  wish 
to  hear  anything  from  the  ridiculous  hon- 
orable member  opposite,  who  has  proved 
himself  to  be  the  greatest  spotted  protec- 
tionist in  the  community,  and  the  most  un- 
reliable member. 

Mr.  Malonev.— The  honorable  member 
for  Grampians  was  never  a  protectionist, 
and  never  will  be. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— And  he  never 
will  be  trustworthy. 

.Mr.  WiLKS. — He  has  used  wooden 
arguments  out  of  his  own  head. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  again  appeal  to 
honorable  members  to  keep  cvder.  It  Is 
impossible  for  the  Treasurer  to  proceed 
with  these  continual  interjectiois. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — You  might  keep  the 
Minister  in  order,  too.  with  his  insulting 
cemarks. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  think  the 
deputy  leader  of  the  Opposition  is  scarcely 
fair,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  I  have  had 
insulting  remarks  addressed  to  me  from 
all  round  the  chamber,  and  I  am  not  one 
whose  temper  is  such  as  to  dispose  him 
to  submit  to  that  sort  of  thing  ftom  men 
of  the  character  of  those  who  have  been 
guilty  of  it.  The  dutv  on  oregon  under 
the  last  Tariff  was  fid.  per  lOo  tuperfidal 
feet,  and  New  Zealand  white  pine  was 
free. 


Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — No,  pine. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  is  right ;  the  duty  on  other  tim- 
bers was  IS.  per  loo  superficial  feet. 
Honorable  monbers  who  support  the 
amendment  really  jnropose,  so  far  as 
or^on  timber  is  concerned,  to  abolish  the 
dutv  which  existed  during  the  operation 
of  the  old  Tariff. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Does  the  htHKH-able 
gentleman  contend  that  the  duty  of  6d. 
per  lOO  superficial  feet  on  oregon  was  a 
protective  duty? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  shall  not 
answer  the  catch  questions  of  the  honof- 
able  member.  No  doubt  it  afforded  some 
measure  of  protection.  The  decision  in 
dealing  with  pine  under  the  old  Tariff 
was  arrived  at,  not  bv  a  substantial  ma- 
jority, but  by  one  vote. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — By  the  vote  of  an 
honwable  member,  who  admitted  that  he 
voted  on  the  wrong  side. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  is  so; 
the  hffliorable  member  for  Mernda  admitted 
at  once  that  he  voted  unintentionally  cm 
the  wrong  side,  but  the  result  was  to  make 
pine  free  under  the  old  Tariff. 

Mr.  Watson. — But  this  is  supposed  to 
be  a  protectionist  Parliament 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— This  is  sup- 
posed to  be  a  different  Parliament  in  a 
protectionist  sense,  and  if  this  Parliament 
is  going  to  abolish  the  very  low  duty  that 
was  imposed  imder  the  old  Tariff  chi  cnegon 
timber,  its  action  will  not  be  in  keeping 
with  the  name  it  has  received.  I  wish 
now  to  say  that  if  the  amendment  moved 
by  the  honorable  member  Ts  rejected,  I 
shall  be  quite  prepared  to  make  a  pro- 
posal which  I  think  will  be  accepted  by- 
all  reasonable  minds. 

Mr.  Thomas.— What  is  it? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  will  involve 
a  reduction  of  the  duty  at  present  foo- 
posed  by  the  Goremment,  and  probably 
some  arrangement  by  which  certain  classes 
of  timber  might  be  admitted  in  a  manner 
satisfactory  to  those  who  require  to  use 
them. 

Mr.  Thomas. — What  is  the  proposition, 
apart  from  these  vague  generalities? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  will  tell  the 
honorable  member  after  the  vote  is  taken 
on  the  amendment  exactly  what  it  will  be. 
As  I  have  said,  it  will  involve  a  reduction 
of  the  duty  now  proposed,  and  a  nearer 
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Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [8.59]. 
— 1  hope  that  the  Treasurer's  speech  will 
not  lead  to  a  renewal  of  the  discusskxi  of 
the  whole  matter  on  the  merfts.  I  do  not 
wish  to  say  anything  on  the  merits  of  the 
question,  but  I  do  wish,  if  possible,  to 
remove  some  misapprehensicm  which  may 
exist  in  the  minds  of  some  honorable  mem- 
bers in  regard  to  the  vote  which  we  are 
about  to  taice.  As  I  understand  it,  the 
amendment  moved  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Barrier  is  to  insert  after  the  word 
*'  undressed,"  the  words  "  oregcm  and 
New  Zealand  pine,"  with  the  object  sub- 
sequently of  inserting  in  the  first  column 
the  word  "  free."  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  South  Sydney,  with  a  desire  in 
which  I  entirely  concur,  has  proposed  an 
amendment  on  the  amendment.  When  I 
say  that  I  concur  in  that  desire.  I  mean 
that  if  any  honorable  members  wish  to  re- 
cord a  separate  and  distinct  vote  on  the 
two  it^s  they  ought  to  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  do  so.  It  is  with  that  object  that 
the  honorable  member  for  South  Sydney 
has  moved  his  amendment.  I  do  not  mean 
<o  say  that  they  ought  to  be  treated  on  a 
<lifferent  basis.  That  is  another  matter. 
The  form  in  which  you,  Mr.  Chairman, 
will  put  the  amendment  is  that  the  words 
"  New  Zealand  pine,"  proposed  to  be 
omitted,  stand  part  of  the  question.  There- 
fore, those  who  desire  to  express  their 
opinion  that  both  Xew  Zealand  pine  and 
Oregon  ought  to  be  treated  on  the  same 
basts  will  vote  with  the  "  Ayes,"  while 
those  who  desire  Oregon,  but  not  New  Zea- 
land pine,  to  be  made  free,  will  vote  with 
the  "  Noes." 

Mr.  TOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[9.2]. — I  had  intended  to  say  nothing  in 
this  preliminary  debate,  until  I  found  that 
art  entirely  new  aspect  had  come  o\'er  it. 
I  think  I  heard  the  honorable  member  for 
South  Sydney  use  the  word  "  trickery." 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  ask  the  honorable 
member  not  to  refer  to  that  matter. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member's  perfervid  oration  came  fittingly 
after  his  very  industrious  career  through- 
out this  aftemocKi.  There  has  been  a  most 
industrious  whip  going  on  all  th?  after- 
noon to  get  a  uniform  duty  on  the  different 
timbers,  but  it  seems  that  that  has  not  suc- 
ceeded, and  rK>w  they  are  to  be  separated, 
so  that  an  effort  may  be  made  to  make  one 
of  them  free  and  have  the  other  taxed. 
That  is  the  plain  English  of  this  move. 
I  am  not  complaining,  but  I  want 
the  Committee  to  imderstand  what  has  been 


goin^  on,  and  what  is  proposed  to  be  dcme. 
I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  against  the  de- 
leti«i  o£  "New  Zealand  pine"  from  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Barrier.  The  hcmorable  member  for  South 
Sydney  wants  to  exclude  the  New  Zealand 
white  pine,  which  is  now  used  largely  for 
the  making  of  butter  boxes  and  fruit  cases. 
Does  the  honorable  member  deny  that? 

Mr.  Watson. — Other  kinds  of  New  Zea- 
land pine  are  included. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  argument 
put  forward  in  favour  of  that  proposal  is 
that  this  is  a  protectionist  House,  but,  pro- 
tectionist as  it  is,  it  has  already  decided 
that  the  interests  of  the  great  primary  pro- 
ducers of  Australia  must  have  precedence. 
That  has  been  an  outstanding  feature  of 
the  whole  consideration  of  this  Tariff.  The 
question  now  is  whether  we  are  to  depart 
from  the  sound  rule  which  the  Committee 
has  laid  down  for  itself,  that  when  it  has 
to  make  its  choice  it  will  make  it  in  favour 
of  the  great  primary  producer.  Pursuing 
that  line  of  policy,  the  Committee  has  al- 
ready moved  down  to  a  nominal  figure, 
if  not  entirely  removed,  the  duties  on  gal- 
vanized iron,  wire-netting,  kerosene,  and 
some  other  items  of  large  consumption  by 
the  primary  industries.  We  have  had  wire- 
netting  factories  in  Australia  for  some 
years ;  we  have  a  huge  capital  sunk  in  the 
development  of  our  shale  deposits  for  the 
purpose  of  producing  oil,  and  we  have 
large  galvanized-iron  works  dotted  over 
Australia,  but,  fiotwithstanding  the  exist- 
ence of  those  industries,  the  Committee 
either  removed  or  reduced  those  duties  be- 
cause of  the  great  tax  which  would  other- 
wise have  been  imposed  upon  the  users  of 
the  articles  throughout  Australia.  Those 
industries  have  been  put  in  a  secondary 
positicHi  when  they  have  conflicted  with 
the  requirements  of  the  primary  industries. 
This  is  a  similar  case.  The  ciilv  questi<m 
the  Committee  has  to  ask  itself  is  whether 
we  should  fine  the  great  producers  of  Aus- 
tralia, who  depend  upon  this  pine  for  their 
boxes  to  send  their  produce  away,  in  order 
to  try  and  benefit  the  tim!)er  indiistrv  in 
one  corner  of  Australia,  which  is  now  find- 
ing a  market  for  all  it  can  suppiv, 
or  whether  we  shall^  let  that  industry  go 
alcMig  and  flourish,  as  it  has  been  doing  for 
years,  and  leave  the  great  primary  pro- 
ducers untouched.  That  is  the  issue  in  a 
nutshell.  Whatever  may  be  said  about  the 
quantity  of  pine  available  in  Australia, 
here  are  the  figures,  which- shqw^thfc^ffect 
which  the  duties  >i^i^ay\^^g;!By  the 
Tariff  are  having. 


7080  Tariff  [REPRESENTATIVES.]  {Timber). 


Mr.  Fisher. — The  timber  industry  is  a 
primary  production. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  is  one  of 
them.  How  many  men  are  engaged  in 
it? 

Mr.  Fisher. — About  20,000. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Probably  noth- 
ing like  it.  There  are  60,000  persons  en- 
gaged in  the  dairying  industry  alone,  and 
many  thousands  more  in  fruit  cultivation, 
in  Australia.  Whose  interests  are  we  to 
put  first,  if  one  must  be  put  first — that  of 
the  timber  industry,  or  that  of  the  dairying 
and  fruit  industries  ?  I  do  not  think  there 
win  be  so  much  trouble  about  the  mining 
industry,  as  the  idea  of  the  proposal  which 
has  now  been  put  forward  is  to  let  the 
mines  get  their  timber  free,  while  the  dairy- 
men have  theirs  taxed. 

Mr.  Sampson. — There  will  be  no 
penalization  of  the  timber  industry  by 
lowering  the  duty,  as  it  cannot  supply  the 
orders  in  Queensland  now. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  is  the 
whole  point,  but  there  will  be  a  penaliza- 
tion of  the  dairyin|;  industry  if  the  duties 
are  passed.  I  wired  to-day  to  Sydney 
to  one  of  the  leading  fruit-growers  of  Aus- 
tralia, who  is  also  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  of  New  South  Wales,  for  the 
latest  prices  for  fruit  boxes.  He  replies  that 
gin  cases  are  i4d.  each  since  the  duties 
were  imposed,  whereas  they  used  to  be 
lod.  each ;  bushel  cases  are  now  lod.  that 
used  to  be  yd.  each;  and  half  cases  are 
now  7d.  each  where  they  used  to  be  sd. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Who  is  the  honorable 
member's  authority? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Mr.  J.  C. 
Hunt. 

Mr.  Chanter. — One  of  the  most  rabid 
free-traders  in  New  South  Wales. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  for  Franklin  said  that  the  Tas- 
manian  boxes  had  been  supplied  in  Syd- 
ney at  6}d.  eadi. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— He  has  said 
the  same  to  me,  but,  in  spite  of  that,  here 
is  what  they  are  paying.  Mr.  J.  C.  Hunt 
IS  not  one  of  the  greatest  free-traders  in 
New  South  Wales.  The  Committee  has 
to  make  up  its  mind  whether,  for  the  sake 
of  putting  a  duty  on  this  timber,  it  is  gcMng 
to  continue  those  prices  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Thomas. — I  think  it  is  only  fair 
to  say  that  there  is  a  timber  combination 
that  keeps  up  prices. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Are  we  likely 
to  break  that  ooml^ation  down  by  any 
such  proposal  as  this? 


Mr.  Thobias. — I  do  not  think  sa  I 
think  it  will  tend  to  intensify  the  trouble. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  should  think 
so,  too.  It  is  not  the  timber  axnl»nation 
but  the  duty  that  has  put  up  the  prices. 
They  will  come  down  when  the  duty  is 
removed.  During  the  discussion  of  the 
former  Tariff,  I  had  the  honour  and 
privilege  of  moving  this  item  on  to  the 
free  list.  I  hope  we  shall  see  a  similar 
result  achieved  to-day — a  result  which  ac- 
cords with  the  dictates  o'f  elem^tal  justice 
towards  a  large  proportion  of  the  com- 
munity, without  which  Australia  would  be 
a  desert. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [9-13I— On  the 
point  as  to  how  the  questicm  should  be 
put,  I  wish  to  mention  that  in  1901,  when 
this  matter  came  up,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Barrier  moved  that  the  whole  line 
be  free,  moving  that  on  and  after  aSth 
February,  1902,  timber  undressed  should 
be  free.  That  amendment  was  the  most  far- 
reaching  that  was  proposed,  because  it 
would  have  put  on  the  free  Bst  everything 
included  in  that  particular  item.  It  was  de- 
feated, and  the  honorable  member  then 
moved  that  oregon  alone  should  be 
put  on  the  free  list.  That  was 
carried,  and  then  anotliN  honora^e 
member  followed  with  something  else, 
such  as  baltic  timber.  Supposing  the 
amendment  were  put  on  this  occasion, 
as  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier  has 
moved  it,  including  onlv  two  articles  and 
not  the  whole  item,  and  were  lost,  would 
it  not  be  competent  for  another  honorable 
member  then  to  move  that  oregon  be  free, 
and  subsequently  that  New  ^aland  pir>e 
be  free?  If  that  can  be  done,  the  Cbm- 
mittee  does  not  lose  the  smallest  ri^t 
which  it  has  of  taking  them  separately 
afterwards. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  Committee 
has  power  to  divide  a  complicated  ques- 
tion. As  the  Committee  refused  the 
ordinary  consent  to  have  the  question 
divided  in  this  case,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Swith  Sydney  moved  an  amend- 
ment— which  of  course  I  had  to  accept, 
and  which  came  to  exactly  the  same 
thing — that  the  words  "  New  Zealand 
pine  "  be  omitted  from  the  amendment  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Barrier,  which 
was  to  insert  after  the  word  *'  undressed  " 
in  the  item  the  words  "oregon  and  New 
Zealand  pine.*'  The  honorable  membo- 
for  South  Sydney  has  moved  to  omit  the 
words  "New  Zealand  l(i^fe^<^^JMW  that 
amendment,  if  cMg?fi^^M^  te  orepon 
timber  under  discussion.     The  qnestion 
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will  be  put,  "That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  omitted  stand  part  of  the  amend- 
ment," and  the  Committee  must  understand, 
as  the  honorable  member  for  Flinders  has 
alreadv  pointed  out,  that  if  that  ques- 
tion bs  carried,  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  manber  ios  Barrier  will  be  put 
as  origunally  proposed. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [9.16]. 
• — I  may  say,  in  reply  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta,  that  there  was  no 
"move"  concealed  under  my  proposal  to 
have  these  articles  voted  on  separately. 
The  honorable  member  will  do  me  the 
justice  to  acknowledge  that  in  this,  as  in 
other  Parliaments,  I  have  confiistentlv  ad- 
vocated that,  whenever  axnplex  questions 
arise,  members  should  be  given  the  utmost 
facility  to  exercise  a  discriminating  vote. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — All  I  pointed  out 
was  that  this  proposal  to  separate  the 
articles  has  recently  been  made. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Early  in  the  day,  soon 
after  the  ori^nal  amencUnent  was  moved, 
I  spoke  to  a  number  of  honorable  mem- 
ben  as  to  the  unfairness  of  havisf^  these 
two  matters  mixed  up  in  one  question,  and 
I  took  the  earliest  opportunity  of  consult- 
ing the  Chairman  as  to  the  possibility  of 
having  them  separated.  The  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  seems  to  have  mis- 
understood the  scope  of  the  amendment  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Barrier.  The 
honorable  member  referred  to  the  amend- 
ment as  though  it  included  cmly  the  white 
pine  of  New  Zealand.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  amendment  also  affects  kauri,  and 
any  other  form  of  pine  from  the  Do- 
minion. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  know. 

Mr.  WATSON.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber knows,  then  his  argument  seems  to  !» 
largely  beside  the  question,  because  he 
«}oke  as  though  only  butter  boxes  and 
fruit  cases  were  affected. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Tboicsoh. — Fruit  cases 
are  made  of  kauri. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Doea  the  honorable 
member  seriously  contend  that  we  can  get 
fruit  cases  only  from  New  Zealand?  In 
Sydney,  at  the  present  time,  the  greater 
proportion  of  the  fniit  and  other  cases  used 
come  from  the  nc»th  coast  of  New  South 
Wales. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — They  do  not. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  say  they  do ;  I  have 
seen  them  coming  in  by  the  ship-load  all 
SAwn  and  machine  [Janed,  ready  to  be  put 
together. 


Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  do  not  dispute 
that  some  fruit  cases  come  from  that  part 
of  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  say  that  the  greater 
proportion  comes  from  there. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Na 

Mr.  WATSON.— Then,  in  the  case  of 
butter  boxes,  we  are  not  in  such  a  position 
as  to  have  to  rely  solely  on  New  Zealand, 
because,  in  the  Queensland  pine,  we  have 
an  excellent  wood  for  the  purpose.  That 
this  wood  cannot  be  obtained  in  the  quan- 
tities desired,  has  not  been  absolutely 
proved.  While  New  Zealand  pine  is  free, 
and,  therefore,  cheap,  the  people  of  the 
southern  States  naturally  use  it 

Mr.  Dt;GALD  Thomson.- — Large  orders 
from  the  southern  States  have  been  sent  to 
Queensland,  but  cannot  be  executed. 

Mr.  WATSON.~At  any  rate,  that  is  an 
admission  that  the  Queensland  pine  is 
suitable  for  butter  boxes. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Nobody  has  denied 
that. 

Mr.  WATSON.— From  all  the  records 
and  statistics,  it  would  seem  that  there  is 
plenty  of  pine  wood  in  Queensland. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  What  we  say  is 
that  the  requisite  supplies  are  not  avail- 
able. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  doubt  that.  The 
honorable  member  for  Boothby,  who  on 
most  questions  is  a  protectionist,  seems  to 
assume  that,  no  matter  what  encouragement 
we  give,  it  is  not  possible  to  get  timber 
fiom  Queensland  suitable  for  this  purpose. 
Every  other  industry,  if  it  has  made  a  start, 
and  seems  to  be  getting  alone  fairly  well, 
can,  in  his  opimon,  be  improved  by  a  little 
more  encouragement. 

Mr.  Batchblor. — Quite  so;  but  we  can- 
not make  timber. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  timber  is  there  al- 
ready made ;  it  is  (mly  a  question  of  trans- 
port. It  is  the  recourse  of  the  free-trader 
to  lav  everything  at  the  door  of  Providence, 
while  it  is  the  business  of  the  protectumUt 
to  supplement  the  deficiencies  of  Providence. 
The  honorable  member  for  Parramatta  spoke 
of  the  great  primary  industry  of  butter- 
making;  but  I  do  not  know  that  butter- 
making  is  any  more  a  primary  industry 
than  is  timber  getting,  and  in  the  latter 
there  is  an  enormous  number  of  people 
employed.  Timber  getters  very  often  per- 
form efficient  pioneer  work,  and  I  do  not 
think  they  are  asking  too  much  when  thev 
suggest  a  duty  of  15  per  cprtw^Ttel*  ^ 
do  not  l»nd  myselP^'^»Si(!^  fb}Sw|^duty 
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proposed  by  the  Government,  it  would  be 
very  improper  from  a  protectionist  stand- 
point to  admit  all  kinds  of  timber  free  to 
compete  with  Australian  timbers,  which  are 
well  suited  for  the  purposes  intended. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[9.25]. — I  desire  to  say  just  one  sentence. 
The  Queensland  saw-millers,  working  at 
full  speed,  supplv  annually  4,500,000  feet 
of  timber,  whereas  the  requirements  of  Aus- 
tralia are  70,000,000  feet. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [9.26].— I 
desire  to  remove  a  misapprehension  by  stat- 
ing the  facts  of  the  case,  so  that  honorable 
metoibers  may  take  the  full  responsibility 
for  the  votes  they  give.  Constantly  through- 
out the  debate  hcHiorable  members  opposite 
have  "  harped  on  one  string,"  declaring 
that  orders  which  have  been  sent  to  Queens- 
land cannot  be  executed.  Apparently  they 
have  departed  from  the  position  that  the 
Queensland  timber  is  not  of  sufficient  quality. 
,  Why  is  it  that  timber  cannot  be  obtained 
from  Queensland  when  it  is  wanted?  It 
is  because  there  is  a  ccmibination  of  mer- 
chants and  ship-owners  in  Sydney,  who  pre- 
vent timber  being  taken  from  Queensland 
into  Other  parts  of  the  Conunonwealth.  I 
am  not  speaking  from  hearsay,  but  stating 
facts  which  were  laid  before  the  Tariff 
Conunisston  on  oath,  and  I  am  surprised 
that  they  have  not  been  menti<Hied 
before.  That  evidence  is;  to  the 
effect  tliat  there  is  a  combination 
of  merchants  and  ship-owners  in  Syd- 
ney who  control  the  distribution  of  tim- 
ber. One  unfortunate  individual,  who 
tried  to  break  awav  from  the  ring,  was 
immediately  boycotted,  and  thereupon  he 
invested  his  mcmey  in  a  mill  in  Queensland 
and  cut  his  own  timber.  However,  when 
he  endea\*oured  to  have  the  timber  oonveved 
to  New  South  Wales,  the  combination  re- 
fused to  carry  it. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — There  are 
orders  for  millions  of  feet  waiting  execu- 
tion. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  am  now  speakinp  of 
evidence  which  was  given  on  oath  before  the 
(Commission.  This  gentleman  determined 
that  he  would  get  the  Queensland  timber 
into  the  other  States,  and  bought  two 
schooners  in  order  to  ship  it  himself.  What 
do  honorable  members  think  happened? 
The  combination  in  Sydney  took  steps  to 
prevent  a  single  ton  of  cargo  being  given 
him  as  freight  back  to  Queensland,  using 
as  their  weapon  the  secret  commission 
known  as  rebate.    They  wCTt  to  store  after 


store,  and  yard  after  yard,  and  threatened 
their  customers  that  if  one  cwt.  of  cargo 
was  given  to  this  gentleman  the  whole  of 
the  usual  rebate  would  be  forfeited.  That 
is  how  the  timber  industry  of  Queensland 
has  been  strangled.  This  man  had  the 
pluck  of  a  Britcm ;  but  he  was  blocked  in 
die  way  I  have  described. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — This  was  a 
Queensland  saw-millers*  c<Hnbinati<Hi,  ac- 
cording to  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
f>er  for  North  Sydney  is  absolutely  wrong. 
This  man  was  at  first  a  merchant,  but  he 
was  patriotic  enough  to  invest  his  money 
and  give  onployment  in  this  industry  in 
Queensland.  In  Sydney,  when  he  could 
not  get  any  return  freight,  he  bouf^t  goods 
himself  in  the  open  market;  but  when  he 
endeavoured  to  dispose  of  them  in  Queens- 
land, representatives  of  the  combination  en- 
tered the  auction  room  and  threatened  those 
there  that  if  they  dared  buy  erne  pound's 
worth  thev  would  forfeit  any  rebate  that 
was  usually  given. 

Mr.  Fisher. — And  in  one  instance  that 
step  was  taken. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Personally  I  have  no 
Interest  in  this  matter  beyond  feeling  it  to 
tn.'  my  duty  to  place  these  facts  before  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Sacred,  solemn 
duty  I 

Mr.  CHANTER.— A  duty  just  as  sacred 
as  any  performed  by  the  honorable  member, 
though  I  may  not  have  the  haJo  around 
my  head  that  he  has.  In  declaring  that 
the  Queensland  timber  industry  cantx>t 
supply  the  orders  which  it  receives,  he  has 
only  one  object  in  view. 

Mr.  DucALD  Thomson. — That  fact  has 
l  een  admitted  by  one  of  the  Queensland 
representati\'es. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— It  would  make  no 
difference  to  me  if  it  were  admitted  bv 
the  whole  of  the  Queensland  representa> 
tivt's.  I  am  not  speaking  of  what  has 
l)een  told  to  me,  but  of  what  I  have  seen 
with  my  own  eyes.  Surely  there  is  suffi- 
cient patriotism  amongst  us  to  affirm  that 
if  we  can  make  butter  equal  to  that  pro- 
duced in  any  part  of  the  world,  we  can 
also  supply  the  timber  necessary  for  the 
manufitcture  of  butter  boxes.  Provision  is 
made  in  the  Tariff  for  the  granting  of  a 
rebate  ufran  every  butter  bc«  exported. 

Mr.  DuGALD  THOMSON.-^Upm  boxes 
not  made  of  AuStwfelDyftffllS^Og  IC 
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Mr.  CHANTER.— The  rebate  can  be 
claimed  upon  alt  butter  braes  exported, 
even  if  the  timber  of  which  tbey  are  com- 
posed ccxnes  frcm  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — How  does 
that  provision  benefit  Queensland? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  am  not  discussing 
the  questicKi  from  that  point  of  view.  I 
•merely  wish  to  show  that  the  exporters  of 
butter  have  [tactically  to  pay  no  duty. 
An  honorable  member  says  give  us  a 
chance.  I  am  giving  honorable  members 
a  chance  to  Ik  honest,  to  stand 
the  industries  of  Australia,  and  to  keep 
their  pledges  to  their  constituents.  I  be- 
lieve that  a  number  of  honorable  mem- 
bers will  vote  upon  this  questim  in 
ignorance  of  the  fact  that  the  necessary 
timber  for  butter  boxes  can  be  supplied  in 
Australia. 

Mr.  DuoALD  Trqusov. — It  cannot. 

Mr.  CHANTER. — I  know  from  personal 
knowledge  that  it  can.  Time  aft^r  time 
it  has  been  demcmstrated  that  we  have  the 
requisite  supplies  of  timber.  This  fact 
was  abundantly  proved  by  the  exhibits  at 
the  Australian  Natives'  Association's  exhi- 
bitions, both  in  Sydney  and  Melbourne. 
The  statement  of  the  h<»H>rabIe  member 
for  Wide  Bay — which  has  not  been  denied 
— that  the  butter  expected  from  Queens- 
land in  boxes  made  from  Queensland 
timber  has  realised  the  highest  price  in 
the  London  market,  effectually  disposes  of 
the  argument  that  the  use  <tf  that  timber 
imparts  a  disagreeable  flavour  to  the 
butter. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [9.37]  — 
The  honorable  member  for  Riverina  has 
raised  stxne  new  points  which  have  an 
important  bearing  upon  this  matter.  I 
scarcely  expected  him  to  put  it  to  the 
Committee  that  because  the  supply  of 
timber  is  controlled  by  a  comfcnne,  we 
ought  to  impose  an  additional  dut>'  upc»i 
that  article.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
rather  a  reason  why  we  should  remit  the 
duty.  If  the  combine  is  so  powerful  that 
it  can  prevent  the  use  of  Queensland  tim- 
ber, surely  by  the  imposition  of  a  duty 
we  shall  be  giving  the  whole  industry  oS. 
which  timber  is  the  base  into  the  hands 
of  that  combine.  If  ever  there  was  a 
straig  argument  against  levying  a  duty 
upon  this  ccHnmodity,  it  is  that  which  has 
been  advanced  by  the  honorable  member. 
He  has  made  it  perfectly  clear  that  our 
first  duty  is  to  break  down  that  cnnbine 
in  order  to  enable  the  Queensland  people 


to  get  their  timber   used    in  Australia. 
The  imposition  of  the  proposed  duty  will 
not  accomplish  that,  inasmuch  as  it  will 
be  pocketed  by  the  combine. 

Question — That  the  words  "  and  New 
Zealand  pine "  proposed  to  be  left  out 
stand  part  of  the  amendment  (Mr.  Wat- 
son's amendment  of  Mr.  Thomas'  amend- 
ment)— put    The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes     ...         ...         ...  30 

Noes    ...  33 


Majority 


Archer,   E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Batcbelor,  E.  L. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Brown,  Tilley 
Catti.  J.  H. 
Coolt,  Joseph 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Fuller,  O.  W. 
GIvnn,  P.  McM. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Hugnes,  W.  M. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Lidaell,  F. 


Carr,  E.  S. 
Chanter,  }.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Kdwards,  R. 
Ewine.  T.  T. 

Kairbaim,  G. 
Fisher,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hall,  D.  K. 
Knox,  W. 
Lync,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N, 

Mauger,  S. 

McDougall,  I.  K. 


Ans. 

Mahon,  H. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
PoynloD,  A. 
Sampson,  S. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Wynne,  "A. 

Tellers: 
Rowden,  E.  K. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 

Nois. 

McWilliams,  W.  J. 
O'Maltey,  King 
P*ge,  J. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sii:clair,  H. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson.  J.  C. 
Webster.  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

!  Tellert: 
i  Cook,  Hume 
Hutchison,  J. 

PAns. 

Kingston,  C.  C. 
Mathews,  J . 
Harper,  R. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Forrest,  Sir  John 


Kelly,  W.  H. 
Fowler.  J.  M. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Livingston,  J. 
Bam  ford,  F.  W. 

In  DivisioH: 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — I  wish  to  ask  you, 
sir,  whether  honorable  members  will  be 
able  to  vote  separatelv  upon  both  amend- 
ments aftpr  this  question  has  been  decided? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  question  is 
' '  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted 
stand  part  of  the  amendment."  The  to- 
orable  member  fer  Barrief^iMf^iMed  to 
Insert  after  the  ^M^'^^ffiSF'  the 
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words  "Oregon  and  New  Zealand  pine," 
up(Mi  which  the  honorable  member  for 
South  Sydney  has  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  "and  New  Zealand  pine."  If  the 
words  proposed  to  be  omitted  by  the*  hon- 
orable member  for  South  Sydney  are 
eliminated  fn»n  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Barrier,  they  cannot 
be  again  put  into  it. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Amendment  of  the  amendment  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [9.50]. 
• — I  desire  to  ascertain  from  you,  sir, 
whether  it  will  be  in  order,  after  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Harrier  has  been  dealt  with,  for  an  hon- 
orable member  to  move  the  insertion  of  the 
words  "New  Zealand  pine"  in  paragraph 
A?  If  not,  the  only  course  open  to  those 
who  desire  to  place  New  Zealand  pine 
either  on  the  free  list  or  on  the  same  level 
as  Oregon  will  be,  I  take  it,  to  support 
the  insertion  of  a  separate  par^raph 
dealing  with  New  Zealand  pine. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  question  be- 
fore the  Committee  is  that  the  amendment 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier,  as 
amended — that  is,  to  insert  the  word 
"Oregon"  after  the  word  "undressed" 
— be  inserted  in  paragraph  a.  It  will  not 
be  in  order  for  an  honorable  member  to 
move  the  insertion  of  the  words  "  New 
Zealand  pine"  in  that  paragraph. 

Mr.  W.  H,  Irvine.— Chair  I 

The  CHAIRMAN.— It  is  most  disre- 
spectful to  the  Chair  for  honorable  mem- 
bers generally  to  be  conversing  in  loud 
tones.  It  has  not  been  altogether  my  fault 
that  the  Committee  have  got  into  the  pre- 
sent difficulty,  because  originally  honor- 
able members  refused  to  have  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier 
divided,  so  that  Oregon  and  New  Zealand 
pine  could  be  dealt  with  separately.  The 
insertion  of  the  words  "  New  Zealand 
pine."  in  paragraph  a,  cannot  again  be 
moved. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— Will  it  be  in  order, 
sir,  for  an  honorable  member  to  move  the 
insertion  of  a  separate  paragraph,  say, 
AA,  relating  to  New  Zealand  (rine? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— It  will  all  depend 
upon  what  the  amendment  is.  If  an 
amendment  is  submitted,  I  shall  be  in  a 
better  position  to  judge. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [9.53]-— I  think 
that  when  the  last  rate  was  taken  htm- 
orable  members  were  undn  tlie  misappre- 


hension that  the  question  was,  as  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Barrier  proposed,  to 
take  the  two  items  together.  They  thought 
that  had  that  question  been  put  and  lost, 
it  would  not  be  competent  ica  tbe  Qxnmit- 
tee  to  take  them  separately. 

Mr.  Watson. — A  number  of  honorable 
members  blocked  the  items  from  being 
taken  separately. 

Mr.  GLYNN.- All  that  we  have  de- 
cided is  that  New  Zealand  pine  shall  not 
be  subject  to  a  duty  of  is.  6d.  per  100 
feet,  and,  therefore,  it  is  open  to  any  hon- 
orable member  to  deal  with  that  pine  in  a 
separate  paragraph,  and  to  propose  that  it 
shall  be  duty  free. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Mr.  Chair- 
man, may  I  ask  a  question,  as  you  express 
a  desire  to  know  what  the  amendment  was 
going  to  be? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order !  I  must 
again  appeal  to  h(»iorabIe  members  to  cease 
these  loud  ocmversatims.  If  any  indivi- 
dual member  were  making  a  dleliberate 
ncnse,  I  would  be  in  a  positicxi  to  deal  widi 
him ;  but  when  practically  all  the  mnnbers 
of  the  Committee  are  talking,  it  is  impos- 
sible for  me  to  maintain  ordn-. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  shall  not 
raise  the  question  now,  sir.  I  shall  allow 
the  amendment,  as  amended,  to  be  put. 
and  raise  the  question  after  it  has  been 
dealt  with. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatto) 
[9,56]. — ^I  think  that  we  should  have  a 
direction  from  the  Chair  before  a  vote  is 
taken  on  the  am«idment  as  amended.  Un- 
less we  know  what  we  can  do  afterwards, 
it  may  affect  materially  the  votes  which 
we  are  about  to  give.  I  hold  that  imme- 
diately after  this  paragraph  has  been 
dealt  with  it  will  be  in  order  for  an  hon- 
orable rnemb^  to  move  for  the  insertion 
of  a  new  paragraph,  say  aa,  to  make  New 
Zealand  pine  free. 

Mr.  THOMAS  (Barrier)  [9  57].— Do  I 
understand,  sir,  that  my  amendment  b> 
make  Oregon  free  is  going  to  be  put  to  the 
Committee  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Yes. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  gave  notice  of  my 
intention  to  move  that  oregon  and  New 
Zealand  pine  be  made  free.  The  proposal 
to  make  the  latter  free  has  been  defeated. 
But  since  then  I  have  learnt  tiiat  the  hm- 
orable  member  for  Kooyong  was  not  pre- 
pared to  have  the  two  items  put  to  the 
Committee  at  the  one  timft^  1 
now  that  he  is  ifi!«j^'^^^f%^M^^bn^ 
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b^g  made  free.  If  he,  who  happens  to 
be  one  of  the  directcHV  of  the  Broken  Hill 
mine,  has  an  idea  that  oregiXi  ou£^  to  be 
subject  to  a  duty.  I  for  one  am  not  gcnng 
to  move  that  it  be  made  free,  so  that  he 
can  please  himself  as  to  what  he  wilt  do. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyoog)  [9.58].— At  an 
early  stage  I  indicated  to  the  Cwnmittee 
that  in  my  opinion  a  fair  compromise  would 
be  to  fix  the  duty  on  Oregon  at  6d.  per  100 
superficial  feet.  I  intend  to  adhere  to  that 
position  right  through, 

Mr.  TaoMAS.— The  honoraUe  member 
told  me  that  he  would  support  me  to  make 
it  free. 

Mr.  KNOX.— I  did  nothing  of  the  kind. 
Mr.  Thomas. — ^The  h(XiorabIe  member 
did. 

Mr.  Chouch. — But  that  was  said  two 
hours  ago. 

Mr.  Thomas. — I  do  not  mind  what  the 
honorable  member  does  now.  It  does  not 
make  any  difference  to  me. 

Mr.  KNOX. — I  took  up  that  position 
more  than  two  hours  ago.  I  was  prepared 
last  night  to  vote  in  favour  of  restoring 
the  old  duty.  We  have  protested  against 
an  increase  in  the  old  duty.  I  do  not  un- 
derstand the  quibbling  with  regard  to  the 
votes,  but  I  want  my  position  to  be  clearly 
deiined.  I  believe  that,  in  view  of  local 
interests,  we  shall  be  justified  in  imposing 
a  duty  of  6d.  per  100  superficial  feet  on 
this  timber.  The  change  in  the  manner  of 
measuring  the  timber  has  alt^ed  the  situa- 
tion very  materially. 

Question — That  the  word  "  Oregon  " 
in  paragraf^  a  be  inserted  (Mr.  Thomas' 
amendment,  as  amended) — ^put 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


30 
32 


Majority  ... 


Ayes. 


Atkinson,  L. 
Ratchelor,  E.  L. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Brown,  Thomas 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Glynn.  P.  McM. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Hncbes.  W.  M. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Imoe,  Hans 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Uddell,  F. 


Mahon.  H. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynlon,  A. 
Sampson,  S. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wtlks,  W.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson.  J.  G. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tetters : 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 


Aidier,  E.  W. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Deaidn,  A. 
Edwards,  R. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Fisher,  A. 
Foster,  F,  J. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Knox,  W. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Manger,  S. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 


Noes. 

McWilliams,  W.  J. 
O'Malley,  King 
Page,  J. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W, 
Wise.  G.  H. 


Tetters: 
Cook,  Hnme 
Haloney,  W.  R.  N. 

Paos. 

Kelly,  W.  H.  Kingston,  C.  C. 

Fowler,  J.  M.  Mathews,  J. 

Reid,  G.  H.  Harper,  R. 

Livingston,  J.  Fysh,  Sir  Philip 

Bamford,  F.  W.  Forrest,  Sir  John 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  John  Thomsw) 
propwed — 

That  after  the  word  "over "  the  words 
"other  than  New  Zealand  white  pine,  cut  to 
size  for  butter  boxes,  in  bond,"  be  inserted. 

Mr.  Knox. — should  like  to  know  from 
the  Chairman  exactly  where  we  are.  I 

understood  that  after  the  last  divisitxi  was 
taken,  I  should  be  in  a  position  to  move 
for  the  omission  of  the  figures  "  is.  6d.," 
with  a  view  of  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the 
figure  "  6d." 

Mr.  Fuller.— I  desire  to  move  the 
omission  of  the  figures  "  is.  6d.,"  with  a 
view  to  insert  the  word  "  free."  I  think 
my  amendment  should  come  before  that 
of  the  honorable  member  fw  Cowper. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [10.10]. — I  point  out  that  there 
is  no  occasion  to  move  an  amendment  like 
that  of  the  honorable  member  for  Cowper. 
The  Customs  have  power  under  the  Cus- 
toms Act  to  enable  timber  to  be  cut  up  in 
bond  for  export. 

Mr.  Groou. — But  only  fcv  export. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  seems 
to  me  to  be  absolutely  illegal  to  allow 
timber  to  be  cut  in  bwid,  and  then  to  come 
in  free,  after  we  have  declared  that  a  dutv 
shall  be  imposed.  If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Cowper  means  that  it  is  to  be  cut 
for  export,  the  Customs  have  power,  with* 
out  this  amendmoit.  But  if  he  means  that 
butter  boxes  are  to  be  made  in  bond  and 
then  admitted  free,  I  tHiilk-,th^1his  pro- 
posal is  absolutely  illegal,  ^^d^^ 


7086 


Tariff         [REPRESENTATIVES.]  {Timber), 


Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)>  [lo.ii}. 
— In  my  opinion,  there  would  be  nothing 
contrary  to  the  Customs  Act  or  to  the  Con- 
stitution in  inserting  a  special  line  in  the 
I'ariff  providing  that  white  pine  or  any 
other  timber  us«l  for  butter  b^s  shall  be 
free.  I  am  sp^in^  purely  m  the  ques- 
tion of  constitutionality. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— There  is  no  ques- 
tion of  order.  The  honorable  member  for 
Cowper  has  moved  an  amendment,  which 
I  shall  put  in  the  ordinary  way.  Whether 
what  he  desi.es  should  be  provided  for  in 
some  other  Act,  or  in  this  Tariff,  is  not 
for  me  to  say.  His  amendment  is  in 
order,  ari3  I  roust  accept  it. 

Mr.  Frazer. — I  desire  to  obtain  your 
ruling  as  to  wh^her  the  amendment  of 
the  honorable  manber  for  Cowper  is  in 
order,  on  the  ground  of  its  legality. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  have  already 
ruled  that  it  is  in  order. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [10.12].— I  sub- 
mit that  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
member  for  lUawarra  should  come  first. 
He  desires  to  move  that  the  timber  dealt 
with  in  this  paragraph  be  free.  His 
amendment  applies  to  the  whole  para- 
graph. If  it  is  not  carried,  some  other 
amendment — as,  for  instance,  that  the 
duty  be  6d.  per  100  feet — can  be  move9. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [10.13].- 1  do 
not  think  that  we  can  provide  for  things 
being  done  in  bond,  except  in  the  case 
of  dutiable  goods.  Section  78  of  the 
Cust<xns  Act  provides  that — 

Dutiable  goods  may  be  hotued  in  warelioiises 
licensed  by  tbe  Miaistei. 

But  it  would  be  impossible  to  put  free 
goods  in  bonded  warehouses  under  the  au- 
thority of  an  Act  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [10.14].— The 
honorable  member  for  torio  has  sug- 
gested that  the  amendment  of  the  honor- 
able member  for*  Illawarra  should  receive 
prior  treatment.  What  the  honorable 
member  for  Cowper  proposes  to  do  is  to 
am«id  the  language  of  tfie  item.  I  take 
it  that  an  amendment  of  that  kind  must 
have  priority  over  an  amendment  affect- 
ing the  duty  only. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [10.15]. 
— The  amendment  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Cowper  assumes  that  a  sut»tantial 
duty  will  be  placed  upon  the  goods  in- 
cluded in  paragraph  a.  On  that  assump- 
tion, the  hmorable  member  desires  to 
exempt  in  some  way  timber  imported  for 
the  particular  purpose  of  making  butter 


boxes.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  proposal 
is  not  a  very  workable  one  in  tbe  fwm  in 
which  it  is  introduced.  The  only  way 
in  which  we  can  test  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee — which  has  not  been  tested  yet 
—is  on  the  main  question  whether  white 
pine  or  cvegon  are  to  be  admitted  free. 
The  Committee  has  not  yet  voted  on  that 
question,  and  in  order  that  it  may  do 
so,  it  sewns  to  me  that  we  should  first 
of  ail  go  to  a  vote  upon  the  amendm^t 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Illawarra. 
If  that  amendment  be  carried,  it  will 
settle  the  question  as  to  New  Zealaxui 
pine,  Oregon,  and  other  timber.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  a  specific  duty  of  6d., 
IS.,  or  IS.  6d.  per  100  superficial 
feet  be  carried  foe  the  general 
item,  it  will  still  be  competent  to  take 
the  opinion  of  the  Ccwnmittee  on  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  or  not  cme  class  of  timber 
or  another  should  be  at  a  lower  duty  or 
be  made  free.  Therefore,  in  order  to  get 
rid  of  this  troublesome  matter,  I  propose 
that  we  should  follow  the  suggestion  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Kalgoorlie, 
and  proceed  at  once  to  a  division  on  the 
amendment  moved  by  the  hon(»-able  mem- 
ber for  Illawarra. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No;  let  us  deal 
first  of  all  with  the  amendment  moved  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Cowper. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE— If  we  do,  the 
result  will  be  al»olute  ccnfusion. 

Sir  WiLUAK  Lyme. — I  was  going  to 
move  it  if  the  honwable  member  for  Cow- 
per had  not  done  so. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE— That  does  not 
make  it  right.  We  should  be  in  a  ridicu- 
lous position  if  we  were  asked  before  we 
knew  whether  any  duty  was  going  to  be 
imposed  on  paragraph  a  to  except  from  it 
one  particular  class  of  timber,  for  a  par- 
ticular purpose. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Why  did  not  the  honor- 
able member  take  that  objection  when  the 
original  amendment  was  moved? 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE— That  was  a 
totally  different  kind  of  amendment,  de- 
signed to  confine  paragraph  a  to  two 
classes  of  timber,  and  leaving  the  Com- 
mittee open  to  deal  with  those  two  classes 
on  their  merits.  The  desire  is,  I  am 
sure,  to  settle  this  question  in  an  in- 
telligent way,  and  we  can  certainly  do  so 
if  the  honorable  member  for  Cowper  will 
tempcvarily  withdraw  his  amendment,  in 
order  that  that  proposed  by  the  h(morabie 
member  for  Illawarra  may  first  be  dealt 
with.    We  shall  then  be  able  to  deal,  not 
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only  with  the  further  questi(X)  as  to 
whether  or  not  oregtm  and  New  Zealand 
pine  shall  be  free»  but  if  they  are  not  to 
be  admitted  duty  free,  wheth^  the  honor- 
able member  for  Cowper's  amendment  can 
be  taken  as  an  en»ption  to  any  duty  be- 
ing imposed.  Unless  we  adopt  that  course, 
we  shall  $nd  ourselves  in  a  state  of  in- 
terminable confusion,  and  the  misappre-  ' 
hension  which  undoubtedly  took  place  in 
connexi(Hi  with  the  last  division  will  be 
repeated. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothbj)  [10.19]. 
— I  agree  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Flinders,  but  I  desire  first  of  all  to  test 
the  feeling  of  the  Committee  c»i  anoth^' 
questioa.  If  the  Ixmorable  memba*  for 
Covper  intends  to  press  his  amoidment, 
I  stuUl  ask  the  Ctnunittee  to  determine 
whether  or  not  we  should  not  provide  for 
fruit  cases,  as  well  as  butter  boxes,  being 
manufactured  in  bond-  All  the  arguments 
used  in  favour  of  the  making  of  butter 
boxes  in  b<xid  apply  with  equal  force  to 
the  manufacture  of  fruit  cases  and  rabbit 
crates  under  the  same  condition. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Could  we  not  deal 
with  that  question  after  we  had  decided 
the  question  of  duty  ? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Yes ;  it  would 
probably  be  better  first  erf  all  to  deter- 
mine tl^  questimi  of  duty  on  the  general 
item,  and  then  to  make  any  exception 
that  we  may  desire.  But  I  am  assuming 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Cowper  is 
going  to  press  his  amendment  now. 

Mr.  John  Thomson. — I  intend  to  do  so. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Then  I  shall 
have  to  test  the  feeling  of  the  Committee 
an  the  question  of  whether  or  not  fruit 
cases  and  rabbit  and  poultry  crates  should 
be  iiKluded  in  it  by  moving  an  amend- 
ment  of  his  amoidment.  Perhaps  I  had 
better  not  overload  my  pn^xnal,  and  I 
shall  therefore  simply  move — 

That  the  ameadment  be  amended  by  inserting 
after  the  word  "boxes"  the  words  '*  and  fruit 
cases." 

Mr.  McWiLLIAMS  (Franklin)  [10.22]. 
— A  claim  has  been  made  for  the  exemp- 
tion of  timber  for  butter  boxes,  on  the  • 
ground  that  there  is  not  sufficient  timber 
in  Australia  to  supply  our  wants  in  that 
respect. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — No. 

Mr.  McWiLLIAMS.  —  The  chief 
argument  in  favour  of  the  free  admission 
of  timber  fot  butter  Ixaes  has  been  that 
the  Queensland  timber  mills  are  unable  to 
supply  the  local  demands.    Does  the  hon- 


orable member  for  Boothby  mean  to  say 
that  the  forests  of  Australia  cannot  pro- 
duce sufficient  timber  to  make  all  the  fruit 
cases  that  we  want  ?  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
one  small  mill  in  Tasmania  can  supply  ten 
times  the  quantity  of  timber  required  for 
casing  all  the  fruit  grown  in  Australia. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — But  that  is  hard- 
wood. 

Mr.  McWiLLIAMS.— Tasmania's  fruit 
export  trade  with  London  is  five  times  as 
great  as  is  that  of  the  rest  of  Australia, 
and  during  the  last  twenty  years,  all  the 
fruit  exported  from  that  State  to  London 
has  been  packed  in  cases  made  of  local 
timber.  I  should  like  to  point  out  the 
extraordinary  fact  that  whilst  we  export 
to  New  Zealand  timber  ios  making  rabbit 
crates  for  her  export  trade,  the  mainland 
of  Australia  uses  wholly  imported  timber 
for  that  purpose.  Men  in  Australia  who 
appeal  to  this  House  to  pass  heavy  duties 
for  the  protection  of  their  manufactures, 
almost  invariably  pack  their  goods  in  boxes 
made  of  imported  timber.  It  has  been 
said  that  we  will  reduce  the  duty  on  Oregon 
lo  6d.  per  100  superficial  feet.  It  is,  to 
say  the  least,  strange  that  pronounced  pro- 
tecticmists  who,  throughout  the  ccxisidera- 
tiwi  of  the  Tariff  have  been  voting  for 
duties  of  25  per  cent.,  30  per  cent.,  and 
40  per  cent.,  are  ready  lo  impose  a  so- 
called  protective  duty  of  less  than  5  per 
cent,  to  assist  one  of  the  staple  industries 
of  Australia.  I  am  satisfied  that  if  the 
timber  industry  were  within  the  boundaries 
of  some  of  our  cities,  we  should  have  a 
different  tale  to  tell.  I^  us  clearly  un- 
derstand the  position  as  to  the  amendment 
of  the  amendment  moved  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Boothby.  There  can  be  no 
question  as  to  the  capacity  of  our  mills  to 
supply  the  whole  of  the  timber  required 
for  fruit  cases  in  Australia.  I  guarantee 
that  Tasmania  can  supply  all  Australia 
at  the  rate  of  4id.  per  case  f.o.h.  Hobart, 
or  for  about  half  the  price  that  is  now 
being  paid  for  imported  timber. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — But  Tasmania  can- 
not supply  the  cases  that  are  wanted. 

Mr.  McWiLLIAMS.— The  very  cases 
that  we  are  using  in  connexion  with  the 
fruit  export  trade  between  Tasmania  and 
Londwi,  can  be  obtained  under  contract 
for  4}d.  each  f.ab.  at  Hobart,  or  6d.  per 
case  in  Afelbourne,  and  per  case  in 
Sydney. 

Mr.  Storres. — The  honcx'able  member 

for  Parramatta  sjMzftif  ©tfWl^  ^yd- 
ney  cost  lod.  e»:n.  o 
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Mr.  McWILLIAMS— Those  cases  are 
made  of  imported  timber. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — If  hardwood  were 
suitable  for  the  fruit  cases,  our  orchardists 
could  obtain  it  close  to  their  own  gardens. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— For  fifteen  years 
before  the  export  of  apples  from  the  main- 
land was  a  tAisiness  proposition^  Ta»nania  • 
was  shipping  them  to  London  in  cases 
made  of  local  timber,  and  she  is 
still  doing  so.  It  's  idle  to  say  that  the 
timber  is  unsuitable,  or  that  we  have  not 
the  necessary  supplies.  The  heavy  duties 
that  have  been  imposed  for  the  protection 
of  other  industries,  will  fall  up<Mi  the  tim- 
ber getter.  Even  his  saw  and  other  re- 
quirements are  liable  to  heavy  pKrtec- 
tive  duties,  and  yet  those  who  have 
supported  their  imposition,  consider  that 
a  duty  of  2J  per  cent,  is  sufficient  jwotec- 
tion  for  the  men  engaged  in  <xie  of  our 
staple  industries.  .'I  have  never  asked 
for  a  high  duty.  Had  the  Government  in 
this  cape  proposed  a  heavy  duty,  I  should 
have  been  found  voting  to  bring  it  down 
to  the  level  for  which  I  have  been  con- 
sistently fighting  throughout  our  considera- 
tion of  the  Tariff.  It  would  seem  that 
many  protectionists  are  prepared  to  swamp 
the  Australian  market  with  Oregon,  in 
order  tliat  a  wealthy  ccmpany  may  secure 
larger  dividends.  To  say  that  Australian 
timber  is  unsuitable  for  fruit  cases,  is  to 
slander  it.  Eighty  per  CCTt.  of  the  mines 
of  Australia  are  using  Australian  timber. 
In  the  great  coal  mines  of  the  Newcastle 
<listrict,  it  is  almost  invariably  used. 
Not  a  mine  in  Tasmania  uses  imported 
timber.  Surely  the  men  who  are  manag- 
inp  these  concerns  know  their  business  as 
we)l  as  do  the  mine  managers  at  Broken 
Hi)!,  who  use  Oregon?  Oregon  is  used  at 
IJroken  Hill  simply  because  the  freights 
on  it  are  less. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — At  Broken  Hill  they 
pay  more  for  Oregon  than  for  Tasmanian 
timber. 

Mr.  McWILI.IAMS.—The  question  of 
railway  freight  decides  the  matter.  More- 
over, because  they  ii.se  a  10  x  10  piece  of 
ore}<on,  thev  think  it  necessary  to  use  a 
10  X  10  piece  of  hardwood,  although  a 
6x6  piece  of  hardwood  would  have  a 
greater  tearing  capacity  than  the  oregon. 

Mr.  Spence. — It  is  not  a  question  of 
bearing  capacity. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS. — It  is  a  question 
of  breaking  point.  I  challenge  the  hon- 
orable member  to  say  that  he  has  known 


a  miner  to  lose  his  life  through  the  break- 
ing of  Tasmanian  timber.  Honorable  mem- 
bers say  that  oregon  must  be  impcKted  free 
in  the  interests  of  the  poor  miner. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — In  the  interests  of 
the  dividend  hunter. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— Yes.  I  challenge 
those  who  say  that  Tasmanian  timber  is 
dangerous  for  tise  in  mines  to  bring  fcn*- 
ward  one  authenticated  case  oi  serious  ac- 
cident through  the  breaking  of  such  tim- 
ber. I  make  this  statement  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  80  per  cent,  of  the  mines 
of  Australia  use  this  timber. 

Mr.  Spence. — What  has  this  to  do  with 
the  duty  on  timber  used  in  making  fruit 
cases? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— We  are  dealing 
with  the  duty  on  Oregon.  So  far  as  fruit- 
case  timber  is  concerned,  I  wish  honoral>le 
members  to  understand  that  if  they  pass 
the  amendment  they  do  so  to  allow  fore^n 
timber  to  oust  local  timber  in  the  markets 
of  Australia. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — No;  New  Zealand 
white  pine  was  free  under  the  old  Tariff. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  do  not  under- 
stand the  consistency  of  the  man  who 
claims  to  be  a  protectiwiist,  so  far  as  city 
industries  are  concerned,  but  will  not  vote 
protection  for  the  primary  industries.  The 
timber  industry  should  be  treated  by  pro- 
tectionists as  they  have  treated  other  in- 
dustries ;  those  omnected  with  it  should  be 
given  a  fair  and  square  deal.  If  any  body 
of  men  have  a  claim  for  conaderation  it 
is  the  timber-getters.  If  these  men  were 
employed  in  a  Melbourne  industry,  they 
would  receive,  not  a  protection  of  10  or 
15  per  cent.,  but  one  of  25  or  30  per  cent. 
The  people  of  Australia  are  beginning  to 
realize  that  many  honorable  members  draw 
a  wide  distinction  between  city  and  coun- 
try industries.  They  are  ready  enough  to 
tax  the  man  in  the  country-,  but  when  he 
asks  for  protection  they  will  not  consider 
his  application.  Let  there  be  sane  con- 
sistency. The  GovCTnment  prt^wsal  of  15 
per  cent,  is  the  lowest  protective  rate  in  the 
.  Tariff,  and  it  ccmoerns  an  industry  which, 
though  not  a  city  industry,  deserves  swne 
encouragement. 

Mr.  WISE  (Gippsland)  [to.35].— I  wish 
to  give  notice  of  my  intentiw  to  nove  an 
amendment  on  the  amendn»ent  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Cowper,  which  will 
make  it  read — 

other  than  New  Zealand  white  pine,  cut  to  sixe« 
for  butter-boxei,  in  bond,  which  tball.  be  de- 
livered free.  Digitized  by  LiOOglC 
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Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [10.36].— I 
shall  not  make  an^  ther  spetKrh,  bu*  I  wish 
to  remark  upcm  the  peculiar  attitude  of  a 
number  of  honorable  members  who  were 
returned  pledged  to  vote  against  any  in- 
crease of  duties.  Some  representatives  of 
Tasmania  and  Queensland  who  were  so 
pledged  seem  prepared  to  vote  for  higher 
duties  for  the  further  protection  of  indus- 
tries in  which  their  States  are  omcerned. 
If  I  were  not  so  strong  a  free-trader,  I 
should  be  greatly  tempted  to  vote  in  a  spirit 
of  retaliation  for  other  duties  which  would 
operate  disadvantageously  to  them.  Of 
course,  I  shall  not  do  so.  I  stick  to  my 
principles,  whether  a  proposed  duty  a£Fects 
an  industry  in  my  State  or  in  any  other. 
But  I  take  this  opportunity  of  protesting 
against  what  seems  to  be  a  breach  of  faith. 

Mr,  McWiLLiAMS. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  consented  to  duties  of  15  per  cent 
all  through. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  have  consented  to 
such  duties  as  a^^inst  proposed  higher 
duties,  in  stxne  cases  running  to  150  per 
cent.,  and  then  only  because  I  knew 
that  I  had  no  chance  of  getting 
them  fuTth«'  reduced.  What  I  take 
exception  to  is  the  action  of  honorable 
members  who  accepted  the  platform  of 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  pledged 
themselves  not  to  vote  for  duties  higher 
than  the  old  rates,  yet  supporting  higher 
duties  for  the  benefit  of  particular  indus- 
tries in  which  their  States  happ«i  to  be 
chiefly  oHKemed. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [10.38].— 
The  hcHiOTable  member  for  Franklin  says 
that  my  proposal  to  allow  fruit  boxes  as 
well  as  butter  boxes  to  be  manufactured 
in  bond  is  a  blow  aimed  at  a  Tasmanian 
industry;  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  New 
Zealand  pine  was,  under  the  old  Tariff, 
admitted  free.  What  he  wishes  is  to  force 
the  fruit-growers  of  South  Australia  and 
other  States  who  use  imported  timber  to 
confine  themselves  to  Ta^nanlan  timber. 
Does  he  call  dairying  •and  fruit-growing 
dty  industries? 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — Of  course  not;  but 
if  the  timber  industry  were  being  carried 
on  in  the  Boothby  district  the  hcmorable 
noember  w<Hild  suppcvt  the  duty. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Possibly ;  though 
in  the  district  of  Boothby  there  is  timber 
.  as  suitable  for  fruit  cases  as  the  Tasmanian 
hardwood.  But  what  is  wanted  for  the  ex- 
port trade  is  a  light  softwood.  As  the 
local  hardwood  is,  in  Tasmania,  much 
cheaper  than  imported  timber,  it  is  largely 


used  there,  while  the  pcsition  in  South 
Australia  is  different.  In  order  to  obtain 
good  prices  for  our  fruit,  we  must  pack  it 
in  cases  having  a  good  appearance,  and  a 
good  appearance  cannot  be  given  to  a  hard- 
wood case.  Then  hardwood  are  much 
heavier  than  softwood  cases,  and  the  addi- 
tional weight  increases  the  cost  of  trans- 
port. The  honorable  member  for  Franklin, 
as  a  member  of  the  Tasmanian  Fruit- 
growers' Associaticffi,  must  know  how  small 
the  margin  of  profit  is,  and  how  carefully 
expenditure  must  be  watched  to  prevent  it 
reaching  the  vanishing  pmnt.  The  lecie- 
trary  to  the  South  Australian  Fruit-growers'' 
Association  has  written  to  me  on  this  sub- 
ject, as  f<Jlows — 

We  have  to  use  imported  wood  for  our  export 
cases,  and,  with  the  passing  of  a  Standard 
Fruit  Case  Act,  for  local  cases  also.  This 
means  quite  300,000  a  year.  The  new  duties 
will  materially  increase  the  cost  of  these  cases. 
We  have  been  fighting  for  years  to  secure  re- 
duced freights,  and  have  succeeded  to  the  ex. 
tent  of  a  few  pence  per  case,  but  the  new  duties 
will  take  this  out  of-  our  pockets  again.  It 
may  be  said,  "  Use  hardwood  cases  like  the 
Tasmanians,"  but  these  are  not  suitable.  For 
one  thing,  they  do  not  look  well,  and  looks 
undoubtedly  count  for  much  in  selling  the 
fruit ;  they  are  too  heavy,  which  means  increased 
weights  to  cart  and  to  pay  freights  on;  they 
are  not  so  good  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  AIcWiLUAMS. — Fruit  shipments  are 
charged  for  by  weight,  not  by  measurement. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— At  all  events,  any 
increase  in  weight  is  a  serious  matter  where 
cartatje  is  concerned.  In  reply  to  a  com- 
munication from  me  suggesting  that  it 
might  be  possible  to  use  Tasmanian  timber, 
the  same  ccvrespcxidait  wrote — 

It  is  quite  true  Tasmama  can  supply  hard* 
wood  cases,  but  if  these  were  suitable  we  can 
cut  them  in  our  hilli  from  our  own  stringy 
bark.  We  have  tried  these  cases,  but,  with 
hardly  an  exception,  our  shippers  will  pay  3d. 
extra  for  the  softwood. 

We  do  not  wish  to  prevent  the  Tasmanians 
from  using  their  local  hardwood.  Let 
them  continue  to  do  so.  The  timber  in- 
dustry in  Tasmania  is  a  flourishing  in- 
dustry, and  why  should  the  fruit-f;rowers 
of  South  Australia  be  asked  to  s'and  a  loss 
to  make  that  industry  still  more  flourishing? 
The  result  on  the  whole  to  the  Common- 
wealth would  be  disadvantageous.  The 
honorable  member  few  Franklin  knows  some- 
thing of  the  difficulties  with  which  the 
people  engaged  in  the  fruit-growing  industry 
have  to  contend,  and  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
understand  why  he  should  suggest  that  the 
I'asmanian  hardwood  industry  should  be 
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benefited  at  the  expense  of  the  fruit-grow- 
ing industry  of  South  Australia. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[10.46]. — I  wish  to  give  honorable  members 
notice  that  I  intend  to  move  the  insertion  of 
a  new  paragra^  after  paragraph  a  to  the 
following  effect — 

Timber,  New  Zealand  pine,  free. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [10.47].— 
It  would  be  a  great  mistake  i<x  the  Com- 
mittee to  agree  to  the  amendment  sut»nitted 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Cowper.  It 
would,  of  course,  be  possible  to  manufac- 
ture butter  boxes  in  bond,  but  it  would  be 
very  expensive  and  undesiraUe. 

Mr.  Wise. — It  is  only  the  cutting  of  the 
timber  to  sizes  that  would  require  to  be 
done  in  Ixxid. 

Mr.  WILSON.— That  would  mean  that 
every  place  at  which  timber  is  cut  to  sizes 
for  the  manufacture  of  butter  boxes  must 
be  a  bond.  The  honorable  member  for 
Boothby  has  suggested,  that  timber  required 
for  the  manufacture  of  fruit  cases  should 
be  treated  in  the  same  way.  These  amend- 
ments would  lead  to  all  sorts  of  complica- 
tions. One  result  of  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  honorable  member  for  Cowper 
would  be  that,  in  order  to  save  expense  in 
bonding,  the  work  of  cutting  the  timber  to 
sizes  would  get  into  the  hands  of  one  or 
two  firms. 

Mr.  Wise. — What  would  be  the  expense 
of  b(mding? 

Mr.  WILSON.— First  of  all  an  Excise 
c^iicer  would  have  to  be  provided  for  to  take 
charge  of  the  boad, 

Mr.  Wise. — ^The  expense  involved  would 
be  £25. 

Mr.  WILSON.— In  addition,  the  owner 
would  have  to  enter  into  a  bond  for  a 
large  sum  of  money,  and  if  he  was  caught 
defrauding  the  Customs  that  bcxid  would 
be  estreated. 

Mr.  Storrer. — These  bonds  w<Mild  differ 
from  ordinary  bonds,  as  the  Excise  officer 
would  only  require  to  be  present  when  the 
timber  was  taken  out. 

Mr.  WILSON.— We  could  not  allow  dis- 
tillation in  bond  to  be  treated  in  one  way 
and  the  cutting  of  timber  to  sizes  for  butter 
boxes  in  a  different  way.  The  work  would 
have  to  be  done  in  the  bond  under  the 
supervision  of  an  Excise  c^ioer.  In  the 
interests  of  the  butter  industry  it  is  not  de- 
sirable that  tliis  work  should  have  to  be 
done  in  bmd. 


Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  expense  might 
amount  to  more  than  a  duty  of  6d.  pei  100 
superficial  feet. 

Mr.  WILSON.— The  proposal  made 
wculd  not  Mily  involve  great  expense,  but 
it  would  actually  play  into  the  hands  ot 
trust,  and  the  people  most  concerned  would 
piobably  prefer  to  pay  the  duty  on  the  tim- 
ber. If  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus* 
toms  believes  that  I  am  wrong  i  would  like 
him  to  say  exactly  what  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  honorable  member  for  Cowper 
wculd  involve. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden-Mon- 
aio — Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
[10.53]. — What  the  honorable  member  has 
said  as  to  the  cost  involved  is  very  wide  of 
the  mark.  What  would  happen  under  the 
amendment  would  be  that  a  man  would  ob- 
tain the  right  to  a  IxHid  on  payment  of  the 
sum  of  £2$.  Then  he  would  give  a  paper 
bc-nd  as  security  for  the  amount  of  the  duty 
which  would  be  payable  on  anything  which 
he  kept  in  the  bond.  Business  men  give 
these  securities  every  day,  and  they  do  not 
cost  much.  A  man  would  pay  j£2$  for 
the  right  to  a  bond  in  which  the  timber 
would  be  stored,  and  he  would  have  to  pay 
IS.  6d.  an  hour  to  an  <^cer  for  superviai^ 
the  work  while  the  timber  was  being  cut 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [10.54].— 
After  the  Minister's  explanation  it  is  clear 
that  it  would  be  better  for  people  to  pay 
the  duty  than  to  have  this  work  done  in 
bond. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — The  estimate  of 
the  CcHnptroller- General  of  Custcxns  is  that 
the  cost,  including  £2$  for  the  right  to  die 
bond,  would  not  in  any  case  exceed  more 
than  about  ;^50  a  year. 

Mr.  WILSON.— There  are  factories 
for  the  manufacture  of  butter  boxes 
in  a  number  of  centres  in  Australia. 
There  is  a  very  large  factory  at  Warmam- 
bool,  where  only  timber  imported  direct 
from  New  Zealand  is  used.  There 
are  several  large  *  factories  in  Melbourne 
and  Sydney,  and  in  Adelaide  there  are 
factories  for  the  manufacture  of  fruit-cases. 
The  expense  involved  in  the  proposal  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Cowper  would 
l)e  so  great  that  people  would  be  better  off 
in  paying  a  duty  on  the  timber. 

Mr.  Salmon. — And  in  that  case  they 
would  pay  the  duty  and  dispense  with  the 
bond. 

Mr.  WILSON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  right.    The^V^JoiQ^^^  duty 
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because  That  would  be  cheaper  than  to  cut  suggested  by  the  honorable  member  for 
the  timber  to  sizes  in  bond.  Gippsland,  I  shall  be  prepared  to  do  so. 


Mr.  Frazer. — ^At  6d.  per  100  superficial 
feet  he  would  have  to  import  ioo»ooo 
superficial  feet  in  order  to  get  his  bond 
money  back. 

Mr.  WILSON.— In  the  interests  of  the 
butter  industry,  which  the  h(X)orable  mem- 
ber for  Cowper  is  trying  to  serve,  it 
would  be  better  if  he  did  not  press  his 
amendment.  I  ask  all  hcmorable  members 
interested  in  the  butter  industry  to  vote 
against  it  if  it  is  pressed  to  a  divisicm. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — And  leave  the 
duty  on  the  boxes? 

Mr.  WILSON.— Na  We  wUl  deal  with 
that  later  on. 

Mr.  John  Thomson. — ^We  know  how 
the  honorable  member  would  deal  with  it. 

Mr.  WILSON.— We  would  deal  with  it 
in  a  very  liberal  spirit  in  the  interest  of  the 
two  great  producing  industries  of  Australia. 
I  agree  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Boothby^  that  if  butter  boxes  are  to  be 
treated  in  this  way  fruit  cases  should  be 
included. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare) 
£10.57].  —  The  hooOTable  member  for 
l.ang  hu  administered  a  castigaticm  to 
some  of  his  confreres  in  connexion  with 
some  of  these  duties.  I  would  remind 
him  that  the  only  party  in  this  House 
pledged  on  the  fiscal  question  is  the  Pro- 
tectionist Party.  Free-traders  lost  their 
identity  in  anti- Socialism  at  the  last  elec- 
tion, and  I  do  not  see  that  the  houOTable 
member  can  have  any  special  grievance 
against  those  who  are  not  voting  with  him 
tc-night.  If  any  honorable  members  are 
pledged  to  free-trade,  they  are  pledged 
individually  to  their  electors ;  but  as 
parties  th^  are  either  protectionists,  anti- 
Socialists,  or  labourites. 

Mr.  JOHN  THOMSON  (Cowper) 
[10.59]. — There  seems  to  be  some  confu- 
sion about  the  wording  of  my  amendment. 
The  hcxiorable  member  for  Gippsland  has, 
with  a  good  deal  of  justification,  outlined 
an  amendment  upon  it,  pointing  out  that 
if  my  amendment  is  carried  there  is  a  pro- 
bability that  this  timber  might  be  included 
under  "  n.e.i.,"  which  would  bring  the  ar- 
ticle with  which  I  am  dealing  under  another 
duty.  If  the  Committee  will  allow  me 
to  amend  mv  amendment  by  adding  the 
words,  "  which  shall  be  delivered  free," 


Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  hoiwrable 
member  objected  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
m«it  to  allow  anything  else  to  be  done. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [ii.o].— I 
understand  that  the  maker  of  butter  boxes 
would  have  to  pay  first  of  all  to  be 

allowed  to  manufacture  in  bcHid.  That 
means  ^d,  per  box  on  12,000  boxes.  He 
had  better  pay  a  small  duty  on  the  timber. 

Question — That  the  words  "and  fruit 
cases,"    be     inserted     after    the  word 
"boxes"  (Mr.  Batchelor's  amen<bnerit  of 
M r.  John  Thomson ' s  amendment) — put. 
,  The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


Majority 


Archer,  E.  W. 
AtkiniOD,  L. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Brown,  Til  ley 
Browo,  Thomas 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Cam,  J.  H. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chspman,  Anttin 
Cook,  Joseph 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakio,  A. 
Kairbaim,  G. 
Fisher,  A. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Irvine.  W.  H. 


45 

31 


Ayes. 


Knox,  W, 
Liddell,  F. 
Mahon,  H. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Foyatoni  A. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Storrei,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson.  J.  G. 

Tellers: 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Johnson,  W.  £. 


Nou. 


Coon,  J. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Groom,  L.  £. 
Lyne,  Six  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
M auger,  S. 
O'Malley,  King 
rage,  J. 


Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Wise,  G.  H. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
McDougall,  J.  K. 


In  Division: 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — I  desire  to 
withdraw  the  call  for  a  division. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  object. 


Mr.  Mauger.-f?; 


the  other  side. 
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The  CHAIRMAN.— Will  the  Treasurer 
be  seated  ?  He  must  return  to  the  other 
side  of  the  chamber.  He  crossed  the  floor 
after  the  tellers  were  appointed.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Bourke,  the  honorable 
member  for  Balaclava,  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Gippsland  must  also  return. 
I  also  saw  the  haiorable  member  for  Flin- 
ders cross  over. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — I  was  on  the  side 
of  the  "Ayes,"  and  crossed  to  the  other 
side  when  I  understood  that  the  call  for  the 
division  had  been  withdrawn.  I  then  re- 
turned to  this  side. 

Mr,  Wynne. — I  also  was  on  the  side  of 
the  "  Ayes,"  and  crossed  over  in  the  same 
way  as  did  the  honorable  member  for 
Flinders. 

The   CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  for  Calare  aisOi^crossed  over.  He 
must  return  to  the  other^idfc^  ^  would 
point  out  to  the  Committee,  aluiSt^l^  ^ 
not  like  to  lecture  homnrable  membCT^SJ*^ 
is  it  my  place  to  do  so,  that  honorab:, 
members  apparently  will  not  take  notice  of 
what  they  should  do.   A  custom  is  growing 
up  in  the  C<Mnmittee  of  calling  divisitMis 
off.    If  that  sort  of  thing  is  going  to  occur 
again,  then  the  moment  that  a  division  is 
called  for  I  shall  insist  on  its  being  taken, 
because  what  is  now  happening  only  re- 
duces the  whole  proceedings  of  Parliament 
to  a  farce,  and  places  me  in  a  position 
which  no  honorable  member  would  desire 
to  occupy. 

Mr.  Crouch. — On  a  pmnt  of  order,  only 
e  teller  is  actinn'  fnr  i-ho  "  Avm  " 


Mr.  Watson. — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  I  desire  to  know  whether  the  hwi- 
orabie  member  for  Corio  is  in  order  in 


proposing  to  add  the  words  **  and  oregm 

timber^ "  viAw     nf     th^     Htineinn  incl 

taken? 


The  "CHAIRMAN.— I  do  not  yet  knovr 
what  the  proposed  amendment  isL 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  desire  to  add  the 
words  "and  oregon  timber.'*  I  do  oot 
think  it  is  consistent  with  the  self  respect 
of  the  Committee,  when  a  majorky 
plainly  desire  to  have  a  straight  vc^  in 
regard  to  Oregon  timber,  fruit  cases,  and 
butter  boxes,  that,  by  a  shuffling  of 
amendments,  we  should  not  be  able  '.o 
realize  our  desire. 

Mr.  Watson.— We  Have  had  a  vote. 
Mr.  CROUCH.— I  submit  that  we  haw 
not.  If  we  have  the  three  amendments 
put  before  the  C<Hnmittee,  from  what  I 
know  of  the  opmicNi  of  hcHiorable  mem- 
bers  

Mr.  Watson. — I  desire  to  know 
hether  the  suggested  amendmoit  is  in 

*"™V  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 

1^^^  Cwio  would  be  out  of  order 

Jr«,v™^:»7V.that  amendment.    The  Com. 

^"^nnite^  decided  that  oregon 

T^^r  K  fi  on^itted  from  the  \tm. 

timber  shall  not^^^j  ^  ^ 


one  teller  is  acting  for  the  "  Ayes. 

Mr.  Wise. — I  was  appointed  teller  for 
the  "  Ayes,"  but  I  was  told  to  CCTne  over 
to  the  side  of  the  "  Noes,"  and  »t 
down. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  for  Nepean  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Lang  were  appointed  tellers 
for  the  "Aves."  I  did  not  appwnt  the 
honorable  member  for  Gippsland.  The 
honoi-able  member  for  Bourke  and  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Wannon  were  appointed 
tellers  for  the  "Noes."  With  regard  to 
the  honorable  member  for  Calare,  I  under- 
fj^d  that  he  was  on   the   side  of  the 

Aves  "  before  the  tellers  were  appointed. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Amendment  of  the  amendment  agreed 

ta 

.  Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [ii.io].— I  de- 
«re  that  the  words  "  and  oregon  timber  " 
be  added.  I  feel  that  it  is  not  consistent 
with  the  self  respect  of  the  Committee  


.oilt^f  nrVSle^^^l^ 
S.n  ,  \PK  or  move  that 

must  either  obey  my  rulnLii. 

my  ruling  be  disagreed  wlf  '  . 
Mr  CROucH.--Then  r  ^^tT^j^^ 

That  the  ruling  of  the  Chairma 
with.  _ 

I  do  not  like  to  disagree  with  V  haw  ar- 
of  the  Chairman,  but  I  think  wfa  step  is 
rived  at  the  stage  when  such  %ent  we 
necessary.    To  a  very  large  ex%f  iuto- 
have  been  submittina;  to  a  number  . 
cratic  rulings  on  the  part  of  the  ac 
man.    In  the  past  we  have,  I  thinl\n|v 
cepted  rulings  bv  the  Chairman  sinV 
because  we  did  not  want  to  waste  timi,  , 
This  is  a  question  of  whether  or  not  the"' 
rights  of  honorable  members  are   to  be 
respected.     I  submit  that  mv  amendment 
ought  to  be  received  bv  the  Chairman,  so  J 
long  as  it  does  not  transgress  the  Standing  j 
Orders.     The  position  is  that  the  honor-  '1 
able  member  for  Barrier  submitted  a  pro-  ' 
posal    to    insert   after    the   word   '*  un- ' 
dressed"  the  words  "Oregon  and  New, 
Zealand  pine."    Since  then  the  honorablJ 
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member  for  Cowper  has  moved,  and  the  Mr.  Watson. — We  all  agree  that  we 
Chairman  permitted  him  to  move,  that  New  have  subjected  you,  sir,  to  a  very  trying 
Zealand  pine  should  be  exempted.  If  the  time,  and  I  suppose  that  I  have  con- 
proposal  to  insert  "Oregon"  is  out  of  tributed,  with  others,  to  make  it  a  little 
OTder,  I  submit  that  the  amendment  to  worse  than  it  might  have  been.  But  it 
insert  "New  Zealand  white  pine"  was  seems  to  me  that  we  ought  to  recollect 
also  out  of  order,  inasmuch  as  the  Com-  that  the  principle  governing  the  submis- 
mittee  had  previously  decided  that  both  sion  of  amendments  is  that,  if  an  amend- 
the  word  *'  Oregon  "  and  the  words  "  New  ment  has  been  negatived,  no  amendment 
Zealand  pine  "  should  be  left  out.  substantially  the  same  can  be  proposed  in 

Mr.  Chanter.— I    ask    the   honorable  respect  of  the  same  item, 

member  for  Corio  to  withdraw  his  motion  Mr,  Frazer. — The  amendment  of  the 

*iissenting  from  the  Chairman's  ruling.    It  honorable  member  for   Cowper  ought  to 

it  well  known  that  the  Standing  Orders  have  been  ruled  out  of  order, 

provide  that  when  the  Cwnmittee  has  once  Mr.  Watson. — I  am  inclined  to  think 

determined  any  questicm — as  it  has  done  that  the  proper  place  for  that  amendment 

in  this  case— its  decisicm  must  stand.    We  to  be  moved  was  m  paragraph  r,  which 

have  already  taken  one  vote  in  regard  to  reads,  "  Timber   for   making   boxes  or 

the  inclusion  in  the  item  of  the  verv  words  drawers."     The  object  of  the  amendment 

which  the  honorable  member  now'  desires  of  the  honorable  member  for  Corio  is  to 

to  insert.     To  my  mind,  the  Chairman  is  exempt  oregon  timber  from   duty.  We 

quite  within  the  Standing  Orders  in  ruling  have  already  negatived  an  amendment  to 

as  he  has  done.  that  effect  

Mr.  WiLKS.— It  is  with  deep  regret  that  ^^r-  Crouch.— Na     That  amendment 

I  support  the  motion  of    the  hwiorable  reference  to  the  insertion  of  the  word 

member  for  Coria     If  ever  a  Chairman  "  Oregon,"  and  to  making  it  dutiable  at 

has  experienced  a  trying  time,  you,  sir,  ^s.  6d.  per   ico  superficial  feet,  whereas 

have.    Further,  you  have  remained  in  the  under  my  proposal  it  may    be  admitted 

chair  from  day  to  day  with  very   little  free,  or  may  be  subjected  to  a  duty  of 

relief.     At    the    same    time,    I    think  5  P^r  cent. 

that  your  ruling  in  the  present  in-  -Mr.  Watson.— The  rate  has  not  yet 
stance  is  incorrect.  The  position  is  that  been  fixed.  The  question  which  we  have 
the  honorable  member  for  Barrier  moved  to  consider  is  whether  the  two  amendments 
an  amendment  upcm  the  item  by  proposing  are  substantially  the  same— whether  an 
to  insert  after  the  word  "undressed,"  the  amendmrait  to  insert  the  word  "Oregon" 
words  "Oregon  and  New  Zealand  pine."  haying  been  negatived,  a  proposal  to  in- 
Then  the  honorable  member  for  South  sert  it  at  a  later  stage  is  in  order.  If 
Sydney  submitted  an  amenBment  upon  the  there  were  any  substantial  difference  be- 
amendment  to  leave  out  the  words  "  and  tween  the  two  amendments,  the  positbn 
New  Zealand  pine,"  and  the  amendment  would  be  different. 

of  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier  was  Mr.  Wilks. — What  does  the  honorable 

negadved.    We  were  thus  brought  back  to  member  understand  "  timber,   n.e.i.  "  to 

the  item  in  its  original  form,  which  I  take  mean  ? 

it  covers  all  kinds  of  timber.    The  hon-  Mr.    Watson.  —  It    means  timber 

orable  monber  for  Cowper  moved  to  in-  which    is  not  included  in  the  following 

sert  after  the  word     over  "  the  words  paragraphs  of  this  item,  or  in  any  other 

"  other  than  New  Zealand  white  pine,  cut  portion  of  the  Tariff, 

to  size  for  butter  boxes  in  bond,"  and  the  Mr.  Wilks. — Would  not   that  exclude 

honorable  member  for  Boothbv  then  pro-  Oregon? 

k.    posed  to  insert  after  the  word  "boxes"  Mr.    Watson.  — Quite   so;   but  that 

un^^he  words  "and  fruit  cases."    The  latter  does  not  touch  the  question  of  whether 

fim^^endment  has  been  carried,  and  the  hon-  we  have  or  have  not  negatived  substan- 

>t        pble  member  for  Corio  now  desires   to  tially  the  amendment  which  the  honorable 

o  ^  Cure  the  additioi  of  the  words  "  and  member  for  Corio  wants  to  propose. 

[iD^"'  Aregon  timber."    If  we  regard  the  pro-  Mr.  Frazer. — I  do  not  think  that  the 

n,      psal  of  the  Government  as  we  would  an  position  adopted  bv  the  honorable  mem- 

idiflK  Jrdinary  motion,  I  submit  that  the  amend-  ber  for  Corio  is  the  correct  one.  This 

mO*"  inent  now  proposed  is  in  order  in  that  it  evening  we  have  had  two  divisions  on  pro- 
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undressed,  and  to  deal  with  them  either 
individually  or  together.  TBe  Ccwnmittee 
negatived  both  proposals,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence Oregon  and  New  Zealand  pine  fell 
back  into  the  division  to  be  dealt  with 
in  conjunction  with  other  items.  In  view 
of  those  decisions,  I  think  that  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Cowper  was  out  of 
order  in  moving  that  in  certain  cases  white 
pine  be  exempted  from  duty ;  but  you,  sir, 
ruled  otherwise,  and  I  bow  to  your  de- 
cision. The  honorable,  member  for  Corio 
is  now  endeavouring  to  take  the  same 
course  with  Oregon,  and  the  only  difference 
between  his  proposal  and  the  other  pro- 
posal is  that  the  hcMiorable  member  for 
Cowper  stipulated  that  white  pine  was  to 
be  used  for  a  certain  -purproe.  The  pro- 
posal of  the  honorable  member  for  Corio 
is  the  same  as  that  which  was  negatived, 
and,  c(»isequently,  is  out  of  order.  In 
the  circumstanoes,  I  think  that  the  <Hily  way 
In  which  he  can  bring  himself  in  order 
will  be  by  stipulating  in  his  amendment  the 
ccmditions  under  which  the  Oregon  shall  be 
used. 

Mr.  Glynn. — I  hope  the  honorable  mem- 
ber will  withdraw  his  motirai.  I  believe  that, 
technically,  he  is  right;  but  if  I  may  make 
use  of  a  paradox,  sir,  I  think  that  you 
also  are  right.  The  whole  trouble  has 
arisen  from  honorable  members  moving 
their  amendments  wrongly.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Barrier  moved  his  amend- 
ment, not  to  make  oregm  subject  to  a  duty 
of  zs.  6d.  for  100  superficial  feet,  but  to 
exclude  it  from  the  operation  of  that  duty. 
The  hcmorable  member  for  Corio  has  sub- 
mitted a  different  proposition,  and  I  sug- 
gest to  him  that  as  the  Chairman  is  try- 
ing to  help  him,  he  should  ask  leave  to 
withdraw  his  motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [11.30].— 
I  desire  to  make  a  brief  personal  explana- 
tion. In  the  last  divisitm,  I,  in  c(»nmon 
with,  I  believe,  other  honorable  members, 
voted  in  a  way  in  which  I  had  no  inten- 
tion of  recording  my  vote.  When  I  heard 
the  question  put  from  the  Chair,  I  was 
under  the  impression  that  the  amendment 
before  the  Committee  was  that  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Cowper,  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  exclusion  of  timber  for  but- 
ter boxes.  I  was  in  favour  of  that  pro- 
posal, and  so  I  crossed  to  the  right  of  the 
Chair,  thinking  that  I  was  poing  to  vote 
in  that  way ;  but  afterwards  I  found  that 
I  was  voting  in  favour  of  the  exclusi<»i  of 
timber  for  the  purpose  of  making  fruit 


cases.    Had  I  clearly  understood  the  ques- 
ticHi,  I  would  have  voted  with  the  noes,  in- 
stead of  with  the  ayes. 
Amendment  (by  Mr.  Wise)  agreed  to — 

That  the  amendmeat  be  amended  bv  adding 
the  words  "  which  ghall  be  delivered  'free." 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[11.32]. — I  understand  that  we  are  about 
to  vote  on  the  original  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Cowper,  that  is,  to 
permit  of  butter  boxes  being  made  in  b(»d. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — ^And  fruit  boxes. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— I  hope  that 
honorable  members  will  vote  against  the 
amendment,  because  the  manufacture  of 
the  boxes  in  bond  would  be  more  expensii'e 
to  the  butter  packers  than  would  be  a 
small  duty  on  the  timber. 

Question — That  the  words  "  other  than 
New  Zealand  white  pine  cut  to  size  fw 
butter  boxes  and  fruit  cases  in  bmd,  whid) 
shall  be  delivered  free  "  (Mr.  John  Thom- 
son's amendment,   as  amended),   be  in- 
serted in  paragraph  a — put.  The  Commit- 
tee divided. 

Ayes      ...  ...  ...  36 

Noes     ...  ...  ...    34  . 


Majority 

Brown,  Thomas 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Edwards,  R. 
Ewtng,  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom.  L.  E. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mauger,  S. 


8 


Ans. 


NOKS. 


Atkinson,  L. 
liatchelor,  E.  L. 
Uowdcn,  E.  K. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Carr,  £.  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Fairbairn,  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Frazer,  C,  E. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Knox,  W. 
Liddell,  F. 
Mathews,  J. 


McDoueall.  J.  K. 
O'MaUey,  King 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomsooj  John 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wise,  G.  U. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Page,  J. 

McWilJiams,  W.  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poyntoo,  A. 
Sampson,  S. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Willis.  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Wynne,  A. 

TeUers: 
Archer,  E.  W. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 


Question  so  resolved 
Amendment 


,ve- 
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Sir  William  Lyme. — After  the  last 
division  I  think  I  had  better  say  that  the 
Govema^C  are  prepared  to  take  a  duty 
of  6d.  all  round. 

Amendmrat  (by  Mr.  Fuller)  pro- 
posed— 

That  after  the  6gurea  "is.  6d.,"  paragraph 
A,  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  6tb  December, 
1907,  free,"  be  added. 

Mr.  WYNNE  (Balaclava)  [11.40].—! 
am  advised  that  if  we  vote  for  paragraph 
A  in  its  present  form,  the  eflFect  will  be 
to  throw  New  Zealand  pine  under  the 
next  two  paragraphs,  the  timber  in  which 
is  dutiable  at  2s.  and  2s.  6d.,  because 
white  pine  is  not  imported  in  the  sizes 
mentioned  in  paragraph  a.  It  seems  to 
me  that  we  require  a  separate  paragraph, 
which  might  be  called  paragraph  ai, 
dealing  with  white  pine  c»ily. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  honorsd>le  member 
for  Robertson  has  given  notice  of  such 
an  amendment. 

Mr.  Knox. — I  desire  to  move  that  the 
&gures  "  IS.  6d."  be  left  out,  with  a  view 
to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  "66." 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh) 
[11.41]. — ^Scwne  of  us  are  placed  in  a  very 
awkward  position.  I  am  not  in  favour 
of  all  timbers  b^ng  admitted  free.  I  want 
Co  have  oregon  admitted  free,  but,  as  I 
cannot  have  that,  I  want  to  be  careful  not 
to  vote  so  as  to  allow  other  timbers  to  be 
admitted  free.  The  leasoQ  why  I  was  in 
favour  of  free  Oregon  was  that  we  cannot 
protect  any  branch  of  the  timber  industry 
in  Australia  by  imposing  a  duty  on  cn-egon, 
because  there  is  no  timber  grown  in  Aus- 
tralia that  enters  into  competiti<m  with  it. 
The  duty  proposed  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wide  Bay — pd.  per  100  feet  super- 
ficial— would  not  cause  a  single  foot  less 
of  Oregon  to  be  imported.  But,  though  I 
am  in  favour  of  oregon  being  admitted 
free,  I  am  not  in  favour  of  the  free  im- 
portation of  New  Zealand  pine,  because  it 
competes  with  New  South  Wales  and 
Queensland  timbers.  I  object  even  to  a 
duty  of  6d.  per  100  feet  upon  oregcm, 
because  I  am  opposed  to  revenue  duties. 
Timber,  in  my  <^nnion,  should  either  be 
admitted  duty  free,  or  it  should  bear  a 
protective  duty. 

Question— 'That  after  the  figures 
"  IS.  6d.,"  paragraph  a,  the  words  "  and 
on  and  after  6th  December,  1907,  free" 
<Mr.  Fuller's  amaidoient)  be  inserted— 
put.  The  Committee  divided. 
[250] 


Ayes 
Noes 


Atkinson,  L. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Brown,  Thomas 
Catts,  I.  H. 
Cook,  Joaepb 
Irvine,  Hans 
Irvine,   W.  H. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A. 

Archer,  E.  W. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Edwards,  R. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Fisher,  A. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fraier,  C.  E. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Hutchison,  1. 
Knox,  W. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N 


 23 

 35 

Majority    ...  ...  12 

Ana. 

Sampson,  S. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Tboma^  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson.  J.  6. 
Wynne,  A. 

TtlUrS! 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Liddell,  F. 

Noes. 

Mathews,  J. 
Mauger,  S. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
McWiUiams,  W.  T. 
Page,  J. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F,  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Foster,  F.  J. 

Fairs. 


Kelly,  W.  H.  Kingston,  C.  C. 

Bamford,  F.  W.  ,         Mahon,  H. 

Livineston,  J.  *         Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Glynn,  P.  McM.  Deakin,  A 

Reid,  G.  H.  Harper,  R.  . 

Crouch,  R.  A.  O'Mallcy,  King 

Hughes,  W.  M.  Foxton,  Colonel 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Knox)  agreed  to — 

That  after  the  figures  "is.  6d'.,"  •  paragraph 
A,  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  6tb  December, 
1907,  per  lOO  super,  ft.,  6d.,'*^  be  added. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Hbnrt  Wilus) 
proposed — 

That  the  following  new  paragraph  be  inserted 
— "ai.  New  Zealand  Pine,  on  and  after  6tb 
December,  1907,  free." 

Mr.  FisHEB. — I  should  like  to  ask,  Mr. 
Chairman,  whether  the  amendment  is  in 
order,  seeing  that  a  proposal  to  insert  the 
words  ' '  New  Zealand  pine ' '  in  para- 
graph  A  has  already  been  negatived. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— When  it  was 
sought  to  insert  these  wwds,  the  duty  pro- 
vided for  in  paragraph  a  was  is.  6d.  per 
100  superficial  feet,  but  the  honorable 


7096 


Tariff 


[KjLl'KESl£NTA*JlVJ£S.j 


{Timber). 


Mr.  Frazeb. — If  I  understand  the  posi- 
tion correctly,  the  proposal  was  to  take 
New  Zealand  white  pine  out  of  the  original 
item  

The  CHAIRMAN.— Does  the  honorable 
member  question  my  ruling? 

Mr.  Frazes. — I  think  it  ought  to  Le 
questioned. 

The  CHAIRMAN— If  I  were  to  allow 
.  the  honorable  monber  to  challenge  my  rul- 
ing without  moving  that  it  be  disagreed 
with,  I  should  open  the  door  to  every 
honorable  member  doing  so.  We  must 
have  some. finality,  and  if  the  honorable 
member  objects  to  my  ruling,  he  must, 
therefore,  move  that  it  be  disagreed  with. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [11.53].— Under  the  old  Tariff, 
New  Zealand  pine  was  free,  whilst  Oregon 
12  X  6  and  over  was  dutiable  at  6d. 
per  100  superficial  feet.  The  Minister 
has  agreed  to  oregtxi  being  dutiable  at  6d. 
pt;r  100  superficial  feet,  and  whilst  I 
should  like  New  Zealand  pinp  to  be  free, 
I  think  that  if  the  Minister  would  agree 
to  its  being  made  dutiable  at  6d.  per  zoo 
superficial  feet  we  might  save  a  long 
debate. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11.54]. — The  position  has  become 
slightly  complicated.  What  I  agreed  to 
was  a  duty  of  6d.  per  100  superficial  feet 
on  Oregon  and  New  Zealand  pine,  but  I 
have  since  been  asked  to  ai^ly  that  rate 
to  paragraph  b  as  well  as  to  para^aph  a. 

Mr.  'DuGALD  Thomson. — The  tunb»'  to 
which  it  relates  was  free  under  the  old 
Tariff. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Na  It  was 
dutiable  at  is.  6d.  per  100  superficial 
feet.  The  paragraph  in  the  old  Tariff 
read — 

Timber,  uDdressed,  n.e.i.,  in  sizes  of  7  in.  x 
2^  in.  {or  its  equivalent)  and  upwards,  and  less 
than  13  in.  x  6  in.  (or  its  equivalent),  per  100 
super,  feet,  is.  6d. 

I  am  prepared  to  move  the  insertion  of  a 
new  paragraph  to  read — 

Ai.  New  Zealand  Pine,  Undressed,  of  all 
sizes,  per  too  super,  feet,  6d. 

Mr.  Knox. — That  is  what  the  Minister 
agreed  to  this  morning. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  promised  to 
make  the  rate  on  New  Zealand  pine,  un- 
dressed, which  under  the  old  Tariff  was 
admitted  duty  free,  the  same  as  the  rate  .on 
Oregon,  which  was  formerly  dutiable  at  6d. 
The  amendment  I  suggest  will  carry  out 
that  promise. 


Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[11.59]. — I  do  not  know  of  any  arrange- 
ment, and  intend  to  press  my  amendment 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [la.o].— I 
would  point  out  to  the  Committee  th^,  if 
it  wishes  to  carry  out  the  arrangement,  it 
will  be  necessary  for  seme  one  to  move  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  cxnitting  the  wind 
"  free  "  with  a  view  to  insoting  the  figure 
"6d."  ! 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thouson. — Let  the  Mims- 
U\  move  to  amend  it. 

Amendment  (by   Sir  Wixxiah  Lyne) 

agreed  to — 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  inserttng 
after  the  word  "pine"  the  words  *' undressed,  1 
of  all  sizes,  per  100  super,  feet.'* 

Amendment  (t^   Sir  Wiluau    Ltis)  | 

proposed — 

That  the  amendment  be  further  amended  by  1 
leaving  out  the  word  "free,"  with  a  view  to  j 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  figure  *'6d."  | 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North  Svd-  I 
ney)  [12.2  a.m.]. — Whilst  I  should  like  k> 
have  New  Zealand  pine  admitted  free,  I  am 
ready,  in  order  to  Ining  the  debate  to  » 
conclusion,  to  cmne  to  an  arrangement  wi& 
the  Minister  to  secure  as  low  a  duty  u  ve 
are  likely  to  get,  and  therefore  I  st:^l  vote 
to  make  the  duty  6d. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (Wilmot)  [12.3  a.m.]. 
— 1  know  of  no  arrangement  with  the  Min- 
ister, and  intend  to  support  the  amendment 
of  the  honorable  memter  for  Robertson,  be-  ! 
cause  I  think  we  shall  do  more  injury  to 
the  great  butter-making  industry  by  im- 
posing a  duty  on  New  Zealand  pine  than  we 
can  do  to  the  timber  industry  by  making  it 
free. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [12.4  a.m.].— I 
have  not  heard  of  any  arrangement.  Whilst 
I  am  a  member,  the  only  arrangements 
which  will  have  my  sanctiwi  will  be  those 
made  In  the  public  eye,  on  the  floor  of  the 
House.  I  am  sick  and  tired  of  arrange- 
ments made  either  with  the  Comptrollw* 
General  or  with  the  Treasurer  behind  the 
scenes.  As  a  representative  of  the  people 
I  shall  vote  in  accordance  with  the  opinions 
which  I  have  formed  after  hearing  the 
speeches  of  other  representatives.  The 
honorable  member  for  Robertson  can  claim 
the  votes  of  all  who  during  this  debate  have 
advocated  the  importation  of  New  Zealand 
pine  free.  Any  waste  of  time  that  may 
hereaft«-  be  complained  of  will  be  on  thdir 
shoulders.  They  asked  that  this  timber 
should  be  adnritted^fr*e!iaf-th)E?  intertsts 
of  the  butter  'MmfV^^%e  are  told 
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that  an  arrangement  has  been  made.  I 
am  about  tired  of  these  arrangements.  If 
the  honorable  member  Im  Robertson 
presses  his  amendment  to  a  divisicm,  it 
should  receive  the  support  of  honorable 
members  who  to-day  have  expressed  them- 
selves as  anxious  that  this  timber  should 
Ix;  admitted  free,  as  it  was  under  the  old 
Tariff. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN  (Indi)  [12.6 
ri.m.]. — I  wish  only  to  say  that  I  am  not  a 
party  to  any  arrangement.  I  have  pro- 
tested against  duties  being  heaped  on  to 
the  primary  industries,  and  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Robertscxi. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [12.7  a.m.].  —  The  honwable 
member  for  Dalley  se^s  to  be  under  some 
misapprehension.  There  was  no  party  ar- 
rangement made.  Knowing  that  we  could 
not  secure  the  free  admission  of  this  tim- 
ber, I  asked  the  Treasurer,  on  my  own  be- 
half, whether  he  would  agree  to  a  duty  of 
6d.  per  100  superficial  f'xt.  The  Trea- 
surer agreed  to  the  suggestion,  and  that 
binds  me  cmly. 

>fr.  WiLKS. — The  honorable  member  for 
Kooycmg  was  at  the  same  game  just  now, 
and  said  he  had  made  an  arrangement 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  That 
does  not  matter.  Surely  any  member  of 
the  Committee  has  a  right  to  ask  the  Min- 
ister whether  he  is  prepared  to  accept  a 
certain  duty. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — But  he  ha^  no  right  to 
suppose  that  that  will  bind  other  honor- 
able members. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Certainly 
not.  The  hcmorable  member  for  Dalley 
and  other  honorable  members  are  free  to 
do  as  they  please.  I  tried  to  end  the  de- 
bate so  far  as  I  was  concerned,  and  en< 
tered  into  an  arrangement  with  the 
Treasurer,  which  I  considered  the  best  that 
could  be  made  in  the  circumstances.  I 
stand  to  that  arrangement  so  far  as  I  am 
personally  concerned. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE  (Grampians) 
[12.8  a.m.]. — I  have  not  addressed  the 
Chair  on  this  questicxi  during  the  whole  of 
the  discussicHi  that  has  taken  place  upon 
it.  I  wish  to  say  now  that  I  have  just 
heard,  for  the  first  time,  that  any  arrange- 
ment has  been  come  to  between  the  Trea- 
surer and  the  honorable  member  for  North 
Sydney,  which,  if  it  had  been  mentioned 
yesterday  morning,  would  probably  have 
led  to  a  vote  being  taken  on  the  item  at 
If  or  12  o'clock  yesterday,  and  we  might 
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since  that  time  have  passed  a  dozen  of 
the  other  items.  I  shall  vote  for  the  free 
admission  of  this  timber,  because  I  believe 
that  the  primary  industries  of  the  Com- 
monwealth should  be  protected. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [i  2.9  a.m.]. 
— It  appears  that  an  arrangement  was  come 
to  between  the  Minister  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Kooyong  some  time  yesterday 
morning,  and  we  have  had  to  wait  until 
this  morning  to  hear  of  it.  I  do  not  see 
why  honorable  members  should  be  con- 
sidered bound  by  any  hole-or-comer  ar- 
rangmient.  Is  this  the  way  the  legislation 
of  the  Eederal  Parliament  is  to  be  con- 
ducted? Are  we  to  be  known  as  the  "  hole- 
and-corner  Parliament  of  Australia"  ?  This 
kind  of  business  has  been  going  on  too  long 
here.  It  has  been  attOTipted  not  only  in  this 
Parliament  but  in  the  last  Parliament.  If 
the  Treasurer  desires  to  make  arrangements 
of  this  kind,  in  view  of  the  responsible 
position  he  holds,  he  should  make  them 
from  the  chair  he  occupies  at  the  table, 
and  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — No  honorable  mem- 
ber is  bound  by  anv  arrangement. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  know  that. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Then  why  protest? 

Mr.  WitSON.— The  honorable  member 
for  Flinders  must  know  quite  well  that  if 
honorable  members  had  been  made  ac- 
quainted with  this  arrangement  at  noon 
yesterday,  we  should  not  be  here  at  mid- 
night, 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — It  would  not  have 
made  anv  difference. 

Mr.  WILSON.— It  would  have  made  all 
the  difference  in  the  world.  I  record  my 
most  emphatic  protest  against  so  much  hole- 
and-corner  work  in  this  Parliament. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [12.10  a.m.]. — I  am  sorry  to  hear 
the  hcmorable  member  make  such  a  violent 
speech.  What  happened  was  simply  this. 
I  received  a  memorandum  from  the  honor- 
able member  for  North  Sydney  only  a  few 
minutes  ago.  I  certainly  thought  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  was  acting  for  most  if  not 
for  the  whole  of  his  party.  I  think  the 
position  which  the  honorable  g«itleman 
holds  justified  me  in  that  impression. 

Mr.  Hans  Ikvine. — ^What  position  does 
the  h(»iorable  member  hold  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  for  North  Sydney  holds  a  very 
high  position  in  this  House.  I  knew  he 
would  stand  by  what  he  asked  me  to  agree 
to.    Certain  other  honorable  members  told 
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me  that  they  would  agree  to  what  the  hon- 
orable member  proposed,  because  although 
they  preferred  a  lower  duty,  they  consi- 
dered that  a  duty  of  66.  per  loo  super- 
ficial feet  was  the  lowest  they  .could  get 
I  agreed  in  all  good  faith  to  what  was 
suggested,  and  said  that  the  Government 
would  accept  a  duty  of  6d. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — The  honwable 
gentleman  did  not  say  so. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  did.  I  pro- 
posed to  move  in  that  direction,  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Kooyong,  who  has 
taken  a  great  interest  in  the  matter  

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber fcH-  Kooyong  had  already  given  me  no- 
tice of  his  intenti<xi  to  move  a  similar 
amendment. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— All  T  wish  to 
say  is  that  there  is  nothing  "  hole-and- 
corner  "  about  the  matter.  If  leaders  in 
this  House  were  not  able  to  make  some  ar- 
rangements on  behalf  of  a  certain  |»c^)or- 
tion  of  their  following,  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  carry  on  our  work. 

Mr.  WjLKS. — The  honorable  memBer  for 
Kooymg  is  not  my  leader. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  the  business 
of  Parliament  is  to  be  carried  on,  its  ar- 
rangement must  be  largely  left  to  the 
leaders  of  the  difFerent  parties  represented, 
especially  in  a  House  consisting  of 
bO  many  parties  as  we  have  here.  I  did 
not  know  when  the  arrangement  was  first 
suggested  that  it  would  be  necessary  to 
move  the  insertion  of  a  new  paragraph, 
but  when  the  first  paragraph  of  the  item 
was  carried,  I  saw  that  in  order  to  keep 
my  promise  it  would  be  necessary  to  insert 
a  new  paragraph  dealing  with  the  impor- 
tation of  New  Zealand  pine.  Though  I  de- 
sired a  higher  duty  than  was  suggested  by 
honorable  members  opposite,  I  took  the 
course  which  I  considered  necessary  to 
carry  out  the  agreement  I  had  made  in 
good  faith,  and  I  hope  the  Committee  will 
agree  to  a  duty  of  fid.  per  loo  superficial 
feet  on  this  timber. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarn)  [12.13  a.m.].— I 
candidly  admit  that  I  knew  that  scxne 
move  was  being  made  to  secure  a  duly  of 
fid.  per  100  superficial  feet  on  New  Zea- 
land pine. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — At  what  time? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— At  about  mid-day  yes- 
terday. But  if  I  had  known  that  it  was 
tn  covtT  New  Zealand  timber  of  all  sizes, 
I  should  have  protested,  because  the  timber- 
"Mrd  employes  will  not  receive  any  protec- 


tion under  this  proposal.     Why  was  not 
the  duty  applied  to  oxeg(xi  timber  of  all  | 
sizes?  I 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Because  unda* 
the  old  Tariff  all  pine  was  free,  and 
or^;c»i  in  sizes  ot  12  x  6  was  dutij^le  at 
6d. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — In  the  circumstances,  I 
consider  that  h(»iorable  members  (xi  this  | 
side  have  been  thrown  over  by  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Government.         •  I 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson)  [12.14  I 
a.m.]. — A  great  deal  of  feeling  is  being  dis-  1 
played  in  connexion  with  this  matter.  I 
gave  honorable  members  notic»  of  my  in-  ! 
tention  to  move  the  insertlcm  of  a '  new 
paragraph  to  admit   New   Zealand  pine 
free,  and  in  the  circumstances  I  think  that.  I 
as  a  mere  mattei  of  courtesy,  I  should 
have  been  approached  and  told  that  some 
arrangement  of  this  kind  was  oa  the  tapii. 
I  was  ignored,  however,  and  at  the  last 
moment  we  are  told  that  an  understand- 
ing has  been  in  existence  since  mid-day 
yesterday.  ' 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — That  has  just  been 
ccMitradicted  by  the  Treasure*. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Certain  hon- 
orable members .  have  talked  themselves 
hoarse  in  favour  of  making  butter  boxes 
free  of  duty,  and  are  now  at  the  last 
moment  going  back  uptm  themselves.  Have  ' 
they  forgotten  their  position  as  represen-  \ 
tati'ves  of  the  people  in  a  deliberative 
Assembly?  For  hours  on  end  tbey  de- 
clared themselves  to  be  in  favour  of  a 
principle,  and  at  the  last  oKnient  they 
ignored  Che  h(»iorable  member  whose 
amendment  is  before  the  Commiftee.  As 
between  man  and  man,  that  is  not  a  fair 
thing  to  do.  I  am  a  fairly  faithful 
meniber  of  a  party.  I  have  fought  for 
a  principle,  and  have  stuck  to  it  ftom 
beginning  to  end.  I  have  refrained  from 
moving  for  high  duties,  ba;ause  I  felt  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  those  who  were  in 
favour  of  them  to  move  for  them.  An 
opportunity  comes  once  in  a  way,  when  a 
member  is  free,  as  I  am,  to  move  that 
an  item  be  placed  on  the  free  list,  but 
when  I  move  it  I  find  that  the  leaders  of 
my  party  go  behind  me,  and  make  an 
arrangement  without  consulting  me.  That 
shows  at  least  a  lack  of  courtesy  towards 
myself.  Those  honorable  members  have 
wasted  my  time  as  well  as  their  own,  and 
if  they  do  not  know  what  they  are  in 
favour  of,  why  do  not  they  go  home?  I 
am  faithful  to  my  partv,-lHit  jmi  this  oc- 
casion they  hav^iEslraWn  SatQQiS&tesy. 
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Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [12.17  a.m.]. — 
If  any  honorable  member  imagines  that 
a  compact  binding  him  was  made,  he 
is  mistaken.  At  an  early  stage  of 
the  proceedings  yesterday,  I  addressed 
myself  to  the  question,  and  said  that 
I  should  have  liked  to  see  this  item 
made  iree,  but  that  I  believed  that  a  duty 
of  6d.  could  be  secured.  That  was  after 
speaking  to  the  Minister.  I  said  so  pub- 
licly. It  is  utterly  wnmg  for  any 
one  to  insinuate,  as  the  honorable 
member  for  Dalley  does,  that  I  spoke  on 
behalf  of  any  party  or  nimber  of  members. 
There  was  no  compact  of  that  kind,  but 
there  was  an  ratpression  of  opinicsi  which 
the  Minister  gave  quite  straightforwardly, 
and  the  whole  of  this  business  could, 
therefore,  have  been  settled  before  iunch- 
time  vesterday. 

Mt.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [12.19  a.m.].— 
After  this  new  development,  it  is  tune  the 
Treasurer  informed  us  whether  the  rest  of 
the  Tariff  has  been  fixed  up.  The  Trea- 
i-arer  spoke  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Kooyong  as  a  leader,  but  that  hcHiorable 
member  does  not  appear  to  assume  that 
position,  and  claims  to  speak  for  himself 
only.  It  is  time  we  understood  how  many 
1  aders  there  are.  I  feel  that  I  have 
been  made  rather  a  fool  of  by  somebody. 
!  was  putting  up  a  good  fight  to-day,  when 
I  learnt  from  his  own  utterance  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Kooycmg,  whom  we 
expected  to  support  our  views,  had  thrown 
us  over  because  a  little  while  before- 
hand an  arrangement  had  been  made  with 
the  Minister,  when  his  vote  and  those  of 
one  or  two  other  honorable  members  could 
have  secured  the  placing  of  the  item  on 
the  free  list. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— The  honorable 
member  for  Darling  has  no  right  to  say 
that  an  arrangement  was  made  with  me. 
The  honorable  member  for  Ko(^<xig  made 
a  statement,  but  I  did  not  agwe  to  any- 
thing at  the  time. 

Mr.  Knox. — ^The  Minister  is  quite  right. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— We  are  told  now  that 
the  arrangement  was  made  about  twelve 
hours  ago.  The  efforts  which  we  were 
making  to  assist  the  honorable  member  for 
Barrier  have  been  wasted,  and  so  has  the 
time  of  the  Committee.  Where  does  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  come  in  ? 
Has  he  been  deposed  as  acting  leader  of 
the  Opposition  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  must  not  follow  that  line  of  argu- 
ment. 


Mr.  SPENCE.— If  the  whole  item  has 
been  fixed  up,  has  ail  the  rest  of  the  Tariff 
been  fixed  up?  It  would  be  as  well  for 
us  to  know,  so  that  we  might  have  a 
sleep,  and  leave  the  honorable  member  for 
Kooyong  and  the  Treasurer  to  arrange 
matters  between  them. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [12.22  a.m.]. 
— Have  any  further  arrangements  been 
made  with  regard  to  the  other  items? 

Sir  WxLUAK  Lyne. — None  whatever : 
Juid  the  arrangement  referred  to  was  only 
made  two  minutes  before  I  spoke  just  now. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— My  sympathy  gees  out 
to  the  honorable  member  for  Robertson.  A 
prominent  member  of  a  party,  such  as  the 
honorable  member  is,  should  at  least  be 
considered  in  important  matters  of  principle 
involved  in  the  policy  of  the  party  to  which 
be  belongs.  That  party  claim  to  be  the  re- 
presentatives of  free-trade  pure  and  simple. 
I  disagree  altogertier  with  these  arrange- 
ments being  made  by  prominent  members  of 
a  party  to  the  exclusion  of  any  informa- 
tion to  even  more  pr(xninent  members.  The 
debate  to-day  has  been  mwe  or  less  a 
waste  of  time.  The  honorable  member  for 
Barrier  started  the  ball  rolling  last  night 
with  an  amendment  for  free  Oregon.  After 
the  debate  had  gone  on  for  eight  or  ten 
hours,  he  abandoned  his  intention,  and 
that  started  the  whole  controversy.  He 
alleged  that  the  honorable  member  for  Koo- 
yong had  given  him  some  encouragement  in 
the  course  he  was  taking,  but  that  later  on, 
when  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier 
persisted  in  the  amendment,  the  honorable 
member  for  Kooyong  suddenly  told  him 
that  he  had  arrived  at  another  decisicwi  al- 
together, and  believed  that  a  duty  of  6d. 
was  a  fair  thing. 

Mr.  Knox. — That  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— It  is  exactly  what  the 
■honorable  member  said.  He  stated,  when 
the  honorable  member  for  Barrier  was  about 
to  speak  in  reply,  that  he  was  in  favour  of 
a  6d.  duty. 

Mr.  Knox. — ^Yes,  I  was. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— That  seemed  'o  upset 
the  honorable  member  for  Barrier  very 
much,  for  he  immediately  abandoned  the 
anriendment  which  had  caused  that  long  de- 
bate. I  say  to  the  Treasurer :  Let  us 
into  your  confidence  and  tell  us  what  ar- 
rangements have  been  made,  so  that  we  may 
gt't  on  with  the  Tariff  and  know  what  is  to 
be  doae.     If  the  arrangement  made  had 

been  announced  JljflR%^^|^*g*** 
have  been  settled  in'^1a<Mror^w6©lind  we 
could  have  gone  heme. 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[12.25  a-™-]- — I  reallv  do  not  see  what  all 
the  trouble  is  about 

Mr.  Frazer. — There  has  been  an  un- 
derstanding about  nearly  every  item  on  the 
TariflF. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  fancy  that  if 
the  honorable  member  interrogated  a  pro- 
minent  member  of  his  own  caucus,  he 
would  get  to  know  the  secret  of  it. 

Mr.  Frazeb. — I  am  not  objecting;  be- 
cause it  is  a  reasonable  way  of  meeting 
the  different  views  of  honorable  meidjers, 
and  arriving  at  a  decisicHi  with  reasonable 
despatch. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— This  arrange- 
ment docs  not  appear  to  have  resulted  in 
reasonable  despatch.  I  have  heard  noth- 
ing of  it  until  it  was  too  late,  because  I 
h  id  nlrf  idy  prOTiised  to  support  the  pro- 
{■osal  of  the  honorable  member  for  Robert- 
son. At  the  same  time,  the  arrange- 
ment is  a  good  one  and  represents 
a  great  '-oncessim.  I  have  always  been 
in  favour  of  making  butter-box  and  fruit- 
case  timber  free.  I  may  say  that  as  soon 
as  I  heard  from  the  h(xiorabIe  member 
fnr  Xorth  Sydney  of  the  arrangement,  I 
said  T  thought  it  was  a  good  one;  but  I 
wns  i  '^d  to  vote  for  making  this  com- 
modity free. 

Mr.  DuGAi.D  Thomson. — I  had  not  time 
f-:  inform  the  honorable  member  for  Robert- 
s(]n  before  the  Minister  spoke. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [12.28  a-m.].— I 
think  this  is  the  time  to  make  a  stand,  see- 
ing that  arrangements  of  this  kind  have 
already  been  made  in  respect  of  sev^al 
important  items.  In  my  opinion,  it  is 
voi  Tv^.i  for  honorable  members  to  part 
with  tl.elr  representative  privileges.  Who 
c  1 .  mi'^siuned  honorable  members  to  make 
an  arr.TiiL'ement ? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Themselves 
for  tiif!''-:e!\ts. 

Mr.  \'.  ir.KS. — I  do  not  wish  to  be  per- 
nat  or  get  heated  over  this  matter;  but 
F  shoild  like  to  know  what  power  the 
Treasurer  has  to  make  any  arran^ment. 
T  will  not  surrender  my  position  as  a 
representative. 

Mr.  I)uG.\r.D  Thomson. — The  honorable 
memWr  himsrlf  has  tried  to  make  arrange- 
ments f  f  the  kind  with  the  Treasurer. 

Mr.   WILrCS.— I  have  never  tried  to 
make  an  arrangeiiient  to  bind  any  one  else 
but  mx.self. 
Mr.   DuGALD  Thomson. — Xor  did  I 
'nd  "."V  one  else. 


Mr.  WILKS.— I  contend  that  other 
honorable  members  ougbt  to  have  been  000- 
suited.  I  object  to  be  kept  here  nearly 
the  clock  round,  debating  this  item,  and 
then  be  told  that  an  arrangement  was 
made  at  10  o'clock  or  12  o'clodc  this  morn- 
ing. 

Sir  WiujAH  Lyme. — ^The  arrangeohent 
was  not  made  until  I  got  up  to  speak  to- 
night. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  honorable  member 
for  Kooycmg  stated  that  the  arrangement 
was  made  this  morning. 

Mr.  Knox. — I  desire  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  I  know  that  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Dalley  does  not  wish  to 

misrepresent  me ;  but  I  did  not  say  that 
which  he  attributes  to  me,  as  Hansard 
will  show.  What  I  stated  was  that  it  was 
purely  a  matter  for  belief  that  the  Trea- 
surer would  give  way  on  this  question. 

Sir  WnxiAH  Lyne. — And  I  did  not 
give  way  at  that  time. 

Mr.  WILKS. — If  arrangements  are 
made,  we  OHght  to  know  of  them  in  time. 
1  think  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Robertson  ought  to  be  supported  in  his 
proposal,  seeing  that  he  gave  notice  of  it 
hours  ago.  This  morning,  the  honorable 
member  for  North  Sydney  made  a  strtwig 
speech,  iii  which  he  ad\-ocated  that  this 
commodity  should  be  free. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Xo  arrange- 
ment had  been  made  then. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  six»ke  of  the  honorable 
member  this  morning  as  one  who  never 
m-erstated  his  case,  and  said  that  I  should 
be  prepared  to  follow  him ;  but  now,  at 
12  o'clock  at  night,  I  am  told  that  "an 
arrangement  has  been  made." 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  made  no  ar- 
.  rangement.  but  I  told  the  deputy  leader  of 
the  Opposition  about  the  Minister's  inten- 
tion the  moment  a  division  was  called  for. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Well,  all  I  can  say  is 
that  those  who  believe  that  these  articles 
should  l-e  made  free  ought  to  su^wrt  the 
honorable  member  for  Robertson. 

Qiiestian— That  the  word  "free"  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
amendment  (Sir  William  L^-ne's  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Henry  Wilus'  amen  lmenO 
— put.    The  Committee  divided. 

A}es     ...  ...  ...  19 

Noes      ..  •  -^^       •■•  3^ 

vLiOOt;  — 
Majority    ...  17 
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Atkinson,  L. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Brown,  Thomat 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Irvine,  Qans 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Liddell,  F. 
Palmer,  A,  C. 


Ayks. 

Poynton,  A. 
Sampson,  S. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Thomas,  J. 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

Tellers: 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Wilks.  W.  H. 

Noes. 

Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 

Manger,  S, 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Page,  J. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Webster.  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers . 
Cook,  Hume 
Watkins,  D. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Bamfoid,  F.  W. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
CooD,  J. 
Edwards,  K. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Fisher,  A. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foster,  F.  ]. 
Fraier,  C.  E. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hedges.  W.  N. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Irvine.  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  of  the  amendment  agreed  to. 
Question— That  the  figure  "  6d.    be  in- 
serted—resolved in  the  affirmative. 
Paragr.iph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

I'ariigraph  B.  Timber,  undressed,  n.e.i.,  in 
silts  of  7  in.  X  in.  (or  its  equivaltnt)  and  up- 
wanis,  and  less  than  la  in.  x  6  in.  (or  its  equi- 
valent), per  100  super,  feet*,  as. 

Amendrrent  (by  Mr.  Bowden)  nega- 
tived--^ 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  6th  De- 
cember, roo7,  per  100  super,  feet,  is.  6d.,"  be 
added. 

Paragraph  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  c.  Timber,  undressed,  n.e.i.,  in 
sizes  less  than  7  in.  z  3^  in.  (or  its  equivalent) ; 
including  door  stocks,  per  100  super,  feet*, 
as.  6d. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [12.48 
a.m.]. —  I  wish  to- point  out  to  the  Com- 
mittee that,  .ns  regards  the  remaining  para- 
graphs in  this  item,  the  Government  pro- 
posals are  the  same  as  those  recommended 
by  the  ri'otectionist  section  of  the  Tariff 
Conimiss'tMj.  I  suggest  that  if  there  are 
no  objections  to  be  offered,  a  test  vote 
might  be  taken  on  this  paragraph. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [12.49  a.m.].— I 
understand  that  the  suggestion  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Bendigo  is  practically 
to  take  the  remaining  paragraphs  of  this 
item  in  globo.     I  am  thoroughly  opposed 


to  that  course  being  taken.  I  suggest  to 
the  Chairman  that  each  paragrai^  be  put 
in  the  ordinary  manner. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— That  will  be  done. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[12.50  a.m.].— I  suggest  to  the  Treasurer 
that  he  should  agree  to  reduce  this  duty 
to  the  rate  recommended  by  the  Tariff 
Commission. 

Sir  WiLUAK  Lyne. — It  is  fiied  at  that 
rate  now.  I  have  accepted  all  their  re- 
commendations. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [12.51 
a.m.]. — I  have  been  asked  to  suppcut  an 
increase  of  duty  in  some  cases,  but  I  do  not 
propose  to  do  so.  I  ask  the  Committee 
to  pass  the  remaining  paragraphs  of  this 
item  in  globo,  or,  if  honorable  members 
like,  to  take  a  test  division  on  this  para- 
graph. I  do  not  see  the  use  of  taking  a 
division  on  every  paragraph. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Bowden)  nega- 
tived— 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  6th  De- 
cember, 1907,  per  100  super,  ft.,  is.  6d.,"  be 
added. 

Paragraph  agreed  ta 

Paragraph  D  (Timber,  dressed,  n.e.i.) 
agreed  to. 

Paragraph   X.    Architraves,    Mouldings,  and 
Skirtings,  of  any  material,  per  100  lineal  feet, 
SB- 
Amendment  (by   Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  letters  "n.e.i."  be  inserted  after 
the  word  "  mouldings." 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Paragrai^i  f  (Shingles)  agreed  to. 
Paragraph  O.    Pickets,  undressed,  per  100, 
2s.  6d. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [12.53  a-n^  l- 
— I  move — 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  6th  De- 
cember, 1907,  per  100,  IS.,"  be  added. 
I  do  not  know  why  the  duty  or  tmdressed 
pickets  has  been  raised  to  this  figure. 

Mr.  Poynton. — Because  it  is  the  poor 
man's  material. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— It  is  equal  to  an  in- 
crease ^of  150  per  cent,  on  the  old  duty. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Surely  Australia  can 
produce  its  own  pickets. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[12.54  a.m.]. — I  ask  the  Minister  to  agree 
to  this  amendment,  because  2s,  6d.  per 
100  seams  to  be  an  enormous  duty  to  im- 
pose on  undressed  pickets.  It  is  nearly 
as  much  as  the  wood  is  worth. 

Amendment  n^|M.(^oOQle 
Paragraph  agreeaTo.  o. 
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Paragraph  h.    Pickets,  dressed,  per  loo,  6s. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Bowden)  nega- 
tived— 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  6th  De- 
cember. 1907,  per  100,  4S.,"  be  added. 

Paragraph  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  i.    Laths,  per  1,000,  7s.  6d. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [12.58 
a.m.].— A  large  nimiber  of  laths  are,  J 
believe,  made  of  softwood. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — They  can  be,  and 

are.  made  of  our  own  pine. 

Mr.  WILSON.— Not  to  a  considerable 
extent,  I  think.  It  will  be  observed  from 
the  statistics  that  we  imported  in  1906 
25'368,ooo  laths,  and  that  the  duty  pud 

Mr.  Salmon.— They  included  laths  for 

Venetian  blinds. 

Mr.  WILSON.— Yes.  The  Minister 
might  very  well  agree  to  a  slight  increase 
o\er  the  old  du^,  which  was  5s.  per 
1,000. 

Mr.  TtTOOR.— The  figures  quoted  by  the 
honorable  member  show  that  the  old  duty 
was  not  operative. 

Mr.  Mauger.— Surely  we  can  make  a 
lath  in  this  country? 

Mr.  WILSON.— In  the  large  centres 
like  Melbourne  and  Sydney,  there  is  no 
great  difficulty  about  getting  laths ;  but  in 
the  country  districts  the  imported  lath  is 
indispensable.  An  increase  of  is.  over  the 
old  duty  would  be  ample.    I  move  

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  6th  De- 
cember, 1907,  per  1,000,  6s.,»  be  added. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [12.59  a.m.]. 
— If  the  Treasurer  had  a  fair  idea  of  the 
way  this  duty  operates,  he  would  not  in- 
sist upon  maintaining  it.  The  figures 
quoted  by  the  honorable  member  for  Coran- 
gamite show  that,  no  matter  what  the  duty 
may  be,  oregon  laths  must  be  imported. 

Sir  John  Forkest. — We  make  any 
quantity  in  Western  Australia. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— None  made  there  is 
as  good  as  the  oregon  lath. 

Sir  John  Quick. — We  want  the  cutting 
to  be  done  here. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  cutting  is  a  very 
anall  matter  indeed.  We  get  no  laths  in 
New  South  Wales  that  are  fit  for  any  but 
very  comnon  work,  except  Oregon  laths, 
and  they  are  used  fw  building  purposes 
throughout  Australia.  They  are  easilv 
fixed,  regular  in  size,  and  do  not  shrink. 


Any  ceiling  that  is  put  up  with  these  laths 
IS  calculated  to  stand.  The  Minister  might 
seriously  consider  the  advisabieness  of 
adopting  the  amendment 

Amendment  negatived. 
Paragraph  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  j.  Laths  for  Blinds,  ad  val.,  « 
per  cent 

Amendment  <by  Mr.  Bowden)  nega- 
tived— 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  6th  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  val.,  20  per  cent,"  be  added. 

Paragraph  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  X.  Spokes,  Dressed  or  Prepared 
(not  being  of  Hickory),  a  inch  or  und«  in 
diameter,  per  100,  los. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [1.4  a.m.].- Whr 
has  the  Treasurer  resorted  to  a  fixed  duty 
on  spokes,  instead  of  an  orf  valorem  duty, 
as  under  the  old  Tariff? 

Sir  William  Lyne.— Because  a  fixed 
duty  IS  recommended  bv  the  Tariff  Com- 
missuKi. 

Mr.  WILKS. — That  is  no  reason  whv  it 
should  be  accepted.  Under  a  fixed  dutv, 
the  poorer  quality  of  spokes  will  pay  the 
same  rate  as  the  better  kind;  the  costly 
vehicle,  whose  wheels  have  exoensive 
spokes,  will  pay  no  more  than  the  cheapest 
waggon.  I  do  not  feel  inclined  to  move 
an  amendment.  I  should  like  some  infor- 
mation from  the  Treasurer  as  to  the  object 
of  imposmg  a  fixed  duty  instead  of  an  ad 
valorem  one. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [1.6  a.m.].— Be- 
fore the  Treasurer  replies  I  should  like  to 
ask  him  to  strike  out  the  words  "  not  being 
of  hickory."  No  distinction  should  be 
made;  certainly  there  ought  not  to  be  any 
differentiation  in  favour  of  the  finest  spokes 
that  are  imported. 

Mr.  Dugald  Thomson.— We  have  no 
hickory  here. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Under  paragraph  x 
I' hickory,  undressed  "  is  free,  and  when  it 
is  so  admitted  an  opportunity  is  afforded 
for  its  being  worked  up  into  spokes  in  Aus- 
tralia.    I  move — 

That  the  words  "not  being  of  hickory"  b» 
left  out. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [1.8  a.m.l.— 
I  hope  that  the  amendment  yfiW  be  rejected, 
for  it  is  very  diflg^^  ^Igj®  to-clas* 
buggy  spokes.  c 


TaH§ 


[5  December,  1907.] 


{Item  303). 


710» 


Mr.  PoYNTON. — On  a  point  of  order,  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  wish  to  know  whether  it  is 
competent  for  the  honorable  member  to 
move  such  an  amendment,  since,  if  carriftd, 
its  effect  would  be  to  increase  taxation? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  duty  under  the 
paragraph  as  it  stands  is  xos.  per  100.  I 
do  not  think  that  I  am  called  upon  to  find 
out  under  what  paragraph  hickory  spokes 
would  fall  if  the  amendment  were  made. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — They  would  ccme  under 
this  paragraph,  "Spokes  dressed  or  pre- 
pared." 

The  CHAIRMAN.— That  is  so.  I  rule 
that  it  is  not  competent  for  the  hcxu^able 
member  to  move  such  an  amendment. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [1.9  a.m.].— I  ap- 
peal to  the  Minister  to  move  the  amend- 
ment I  have  suggested.  It  is  useless  to 
make -other  spokes  dutiable,  whilst  hickory 
spokes  are  allowed  to  cane  in  free.  The 
same  remark  will  apply  to  the  paragraph, 
"  Prepared  hubs  (not  of  ehn),  each,  is.," 
fox  most  of  the  hubs  imported  ve  made  of 
elm. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  think  we  had 
better  allow  the  item  to  remain  as  it  is. 
It  has  stood  too  long  to  be  altered. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [i.io  a.m.].— 
We  wish  to  provide  increased  employment 
in  Australia,  and  I  feel  satisfied  that  if 
the  Treasurer  were  to  give  this  matter  a 
few  mOTQents'  consideration,  he  would  re- 
o^gnise  the  desirableness  of  making  the 
amendment  suggested  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Yarra.  I  am  in  favour  of 
hickory  undressed  coming  in  free. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[s.ii  a.m.]. — I  understand  that  this  fixed 
duty  is  equivalrat  to  30  per  cent.  It 
therefore  means  an  increase  of  at  least  xo 
per  cent. 

Mr,  Hume  Cook.— Ewjept  in  the  case 
of  hickory  spokes. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— This  is  a  very 
high  duty,  and  it  is  certainly  not  sought 
by  the  coachbuilders.  The  Coachbuilders 
and  Wheelwrights'  Association,  of  both 

Sydney  and  Melbourne,  petitioned  the 
Minister  to  retain  the  old  duties  on  these 
articles. 

Sir  John  Quick. — They  want  protec- 
tion for  their  vehicles,  but  qd  duties  c»i 
their  parts. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— They  want  no 
increase  of  duties  in  respect  of  either 
vehicles  ok  parts. 


Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Individual  coach- 
builders have  asked  for  increased  duties  on 
vehicles,  and  I  .  have  had  ccMnmunications 
in  favour  of  parts  being  admitted  free. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— But  the  asso- 
ciations do  not  ask  for  these  duties. 

Mr.  Mauoer. — The  associations  are  tioi 
representative  of  the  trade. 

Sir  John  Quick.— If  the  honorable 
membtf  for  Parramatta  turns  to  the  re- 
port of  the  protectionist  section  of  the 
Tariff  Commission,  he  will  see  that  an  ap- 
plication for  an  increased  duty  was  made. 

Mr.  JOSEPH.  COOK.— I  have  not  the 
report  at  hand,  and  should  be  glad  if  the 
honorable  member  would  read  the  para- 
graph to  whidi  he  refers. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [1.14 
a.m.]. — At  page  22  of  the  report  of  the  pro- 
tectionist section  of  the  Tariff  Conmis- 
sion  it  is  shown  that  the  representative  of 
the  New  South  Wales  Coachbuilders  and 
Railway  Car  and  Waggonmakers,  and 
Wheelwrights'  Society  of  Journeymen, 
consisting  of  350  members,  asked  for  in- 
creased duties.  Our  recommendations  in 
favour  of  fixed  duties  were  based  on  volu- 
minous representati<nis,  although  not  on  the 
part  of  Victorians. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[1.16  a.m.].— I  draw  the  attention  of  the 
honorable  monber  for  Bendigo  to  the  fact 
that,  although  Australia  uses  ;^3,ooo,ooo- 
worth  of  vehicles  annually,  we  imported 
last  year  only  ;^9,ooo  worth.  Our  coach- 
builders admit  that,  under  the  old  duty, 
they  have  been  able  to  drive  the  importers 
out  of  the  market. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Requests  for  fixed 
duties  came   from  New   South  Wales, 

Queensland,  and  Western  Australia. 

Mr.  Mauger. — If  ver^  few  vehicles 
are  impwted,  the  duty  will  not  hurt  any 
(me. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— This  is  a  duty 
On  spokes,  and  must,  therefore,  make 
vehicles  dearer.  The  coachbuilders  object 
to  a  duty  on  their  raw  material,  though 
they  do  not  ask  for  any  increase  in  the 
duty  on  vehicles.  With  a  view  to  reduc- 
ing the  rate  to  20  per  crat.  ad  valorem^ 
I  move — 

That  the  words  "per  100"  be  left  out. 


Amendment  negatived. 
Paragraph  agreed  to. 
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Paragraph  l  (Palings)  and  paragraph  h 
(Prepared  Hubs)  agreed  to. 
Paragraph  N,  Rims  n.e.i.,  each  is.  3d. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [1.20  a.m.].— 
Can  the  Treasurer  tell  us  how  this  fixed 
rate  compares  with  the  old  ad  valorem  rate? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  is  an  increase 
on  the  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem  rate. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— In  that  case,  I  move, 
with  a  view  to  restoring  the  old  rate — 

That  the  word  "each"  be  left  out. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Paragraph  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  O.  Staves,  dressed  or  partly 
dressed,  but  not  shaped,  per  100,  as.  ISd. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [1.22  a-m.]. — I  do  not  know  why 
the  raw  material  of  the  cooper  should  be 
charged  duty. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.— Undressed  staves 
are  admitted  free  under  paragraph  dd. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— In  any 
case,  in  the  present  temper  of  the  Cran- 
mittee,  it  would  be  useless  to  move  a  re- 
ducticMi. 

Paragraph  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  p.  Three-ply  Veneer,  per  100  super, 
feet*,  38. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Does  the  Treasurer  propose 
to  strike  out  the  asterisk  attached  to  this 
paragraph  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [1.24  a.m.], — I  intend  to  move  to 
strike  out  both  notes  at  the  bottom  of  the 
page. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — And  the  strik- 
ing out  of  the  asterisks  and  dagger  will  be 
consequential  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes.  In  pro- 
posing a  duty  of  3s.  in  this  case,  I  foHowed 
thf,  recommendation  of  the  Tariff  C(Hmnis- 
sion ;  but  there  must  have  been  a  misunder- 
standing of  the  position.  tt  is  nonsense 
to  supp'-  that  we  cannot  produce  here 
veneers  r.  ■  i^ood  as  any  in  the  world,  and 
perhaps  1  t-tter.     I  therefore  move — 

That  the-  words  "  and  on  and  after  6th  De- 
cember, i^v  P*^""  super,  feet,  55.,"  be 
added. 

Mr.  WJI.KS  (Dalley)  [1.25  a.m.].- The 
pr<^x)sal  of  the  Treasurer  is  to  increase  the 
duty  by  2s.  more  than  the  rate  recom- 
""Jided  by  the  Tariff  Commissicm.  We 
'1  not  be  warranted  in  doing  so  on  the 
uiation  which  he  ha$  given. 


Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [1.25  a-m.]-— If 
three-ply  veoeer  is  to  be  made  dutiable  at 
5s.  per  100  superfidal  feet,  there  should 
be  scHue  alteratitn  made  in  the  next  para- 
graph, and  some  duty  should  be  imposed 
on  veneers  n.e.i. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  intend  to  pro- 
pose a  duty  of  3s.  per  100  superficial  feet 
cai  veaeen  n.e.L 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  Q.    Veneers,  n.e.i.,  free. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  L\-ne) 
proposed— 

That  the  words  "and  od  and  after  6tli  De- 
cember, 1907,  per  100  super,  ft.,  3s./'  be  added. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [1.27  a-m.].— I 
think  the  Treasurer  might  condesowid  to 
tell  the  Committee  why  he  moves  this 
amendment.  The  honorable  gentleman 
has  submitted  a  Tariff  in  which  he  has 
proposed  that  these  veneers  should  be  ad- 
mitted duty  free,  and  I  think  we  should 
know  what  influence  has  been  brought  to 
bear  upcHi  him  to  indues  him  now  to  pro- 
pose a  duty  of  3s.  per  100  superficial 
feet. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [1.28  a.m.]. — None  whatever.  I 
followed  the  recommendation  of  the 
Tariff  Commission  in  the  first  instance,  but 
without  going  into  minute  details  I  knew 
that  we  had  in  Australia  the  best  veneering 
woods  in  the  world. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — I  suppose  the  alteraticm 
is  proposed  because  the  Minister  knows 
that  a  veneering  machine  has  been  im- 
ported? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  know 

it. 

Mr.  FoYNTON. — Oh,  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman knows  all  about  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  has  no  right  to  say  that.  It  is 
a  very  improper  thing  to  say.  The  hcm- 
orable  member  is  measuring  my  com  with 
his  own  bushel. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — It  is  a  very  imprc^r 
thing  for  the  Treasurer  to  propose  an  in- 
crease of  duty  without  notice. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [1.29  a.m.]. — I 
should  like  to  say  that  when  we  have  such 
valuable  and  beautiful  timbers  that  we 
have  in  Australia,  I  see  no  reason  why 
veneers  should  be  admitted  duty  free. 
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Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [1.30  a.m.]. 
— I  should  like  to  ask  the  Chairman  of  the 
Tariff  Commission  to  say  why  the  Commis- 
sion reccMiimended  that  veneers,  n  .e.  i. , 
should  be  free. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [r.30 
a.m.]. — May  I  sav  that  the  protectionist 
section  of  the  Tanff  CommissitHi  made  no 
recommendation  with  respect  to  paragraph 
-<3.  Veneers,  n.e.i.  Our  reccMnm«idati<xi  re- 
ferred only  to  three-ply  veneer,  and  we  re- 
commended that  the  duty  should  be  3s. 
per  100  superficiat  feet.  There  is  no  re- 
ference- to  veneers,  n.e.i.,  in  our  report, 
and  I  can  only  supp(we  that  this  paragraph 
has  been  introduced  on  the  advice  of  the 
CustcMns  authorities. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  B  sectira  of 
the  Tariff  OHnmisslon  reaxmnended  a 
duty  of  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  EowDEN. — Fc»r  revenue  purposes. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [1.32  a.m.].— I 
think  the  Treasurer  is  doing  the  right  thing 
in  proposing  a  duty  on  veneers,,  n.e.i.  For 
many  }cars  I  have  been  getting  veneers 
cut  from  the  best  of  our  Tasmanian  black- 
woods,  and  they  are  better  than  anything 
that  can  be  imported.  We  have  too  long 
delayed  the  imposition  of  a  duty  on 
veneers. 

Mr.  Wilson. — Suj^ose  I  desire  to  use 
a  rcsewood  veneer  ? 

Mr.  STORRER. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber would  onXy  have  to  pa^  the  duty,  and 
be  could  import  what  he  wanted. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare)  [1.33 
a.m.").  I  confess  that  I  do  not  know  very 
mucli  aliout  veneers,  but  I  protest  against 
this  ra  :;iod  of  dbing  businesfs.  This 
Tariff  I. .is  been  in  actual  operation  for 
some  m  inths.  We  see  that  under  it  veneers, 
n.e,i.,  n-iv  be  admitted  free,  and  that  they 
were  frt-e  under  the  old  Tariff,  and  we 
have  also  been  informed  that  the  A  secticm 
-of  the  Tariff  Commissicm  reccxnmended 
that  tlu'v  should  be  free. 

Sir  John  Quick. — That  is  a  mistake. 

Mr.  i'HOMAS  BROWN.— After  we 
have  been  given  all  this  information,  the 
Trea:^urer,  at  the  last  minute,  in  the  early 
hours  of  the  morning,  and  after  a  long  and 
tedious  debate,  moves  that  veneers,  n.e.i., 
should  be  dutiable  at  3s.  per  100  super- 
ficial feet  That  is  certainly  not  a  rea- 
sonable way  in  which  to  deal  with  the 
business,  and  I  enter  my  protest  against 
it 


Question — ^That  the  words  "  and  on  and 
after  6th  December,  1907,  per  100  super, 
feet,  3s."  be  added  to  paragraph  q  (Sir 
William  Lvne's  amendment)— put.  The 
Committee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


Majority 


31 
16 

15 


Ates. 


Kamford,  F.  W. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Fisher,  A. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Frarer,  C.  E. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Lyoe,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 
Mauger,  S. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Cook,  Joseph 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Liddell,  F. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 

Kingston,  C.  C. 
Deakin,  A. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Harper,  R. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
O'Malley,  King 


McWilliams,  W.  J. 
i'uue.  J. 

Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume" 
Hall,  D.  R. 

News. 

Voyatoa,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

TelUrt: 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Thomas,  J. 
Pairs. 

Kelly,  W.  H. 
(llynn,  P.  McM. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Johnson.  W.  E. 
Reid.  G.  H. 
Wiflis,  Henry 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Livingston,  J. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  s.    Timber,  for  making  boxes  or 

doors,  being  cut  into  shape,  and  dressed  or 
partly  dressed,  per  loo  feet  super,  facet, 
as.  6d. 

tDefinitioD  of  Super.  Face. — TKe  term  "super, 
face "  means  the  lineal  measurement  of  that 
part  of  the  timber  actually  planed. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [r.38  a.m.].^- 
Does  the  Treasurer  intend  to  strike  out  the 
footnote?  I  notice  that  this  is  a  specific 
duty.    I  move — 

That  after  the  figures  "as.  ^^*^h?»  words 
"and  on  and  after  6th  Becet^'QlS^aqoy,  ait 
viil,,  20  pet  cent.,"  be  added.  ^ 
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Mr.  BAMFORD  (Herbert)  [1.39  a-m.]. 
— What  is  meant  timber  dressed  or 
partly  dressed  for  doors?  Does  it  mean 
that  they  are  to  be  mortised,  tenoned,  or 
ploughed  for  panels? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [1.40  a.m.]. — The  wording  of  the 
paragraph  speaks  for  itself.  Whether  the 
doors  are  dressed,  partly  dressed,  or  ccon- 
pletely  dressed  and  finished,  the  duty  goes 
«i. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [1.41  a.m.].— 
Does  this  paragraph  refer  to  the  material 
which  was  classified  in  tiie  last  Tariff  as 
door  stock? 

Mr.  Wilson. — That  is  included  in 
paragraph  c. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Paragraph  agreed  to. 

I'aragrapb  s.    Picture  and  Room  Mouldiogt, 

ad  val.,  30  per  cent. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [1.41  a.m.]. 
— ^This  is  a  case  where  the  Minister  might 
slightlv  increase  the  duty,  say,  to  30  per 

cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [1,42  a.m.]. — I  was  about  to  move 
for  duiies  of  30  and  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  Wilson. — Make  them  30  and  25 

per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Very  well.  I 
move — 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  6th  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  30  per 
cent. ;  (United  Kingdom)',  25  per  cent.,"  be 
added, 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [1.43  a.m,]— 
This  is  the  second  time  at  this  hour  of  the 
night  that  new  duties  have  been  sprung 
upcHi  the  Committee  without  the  slightest 
warning.  That  is  a  very  undesirable  prac- 
tice, when  honorable  members  are  physi- 
cally exhausted  and  unable  to  grasp  the 
bearin^^  of  alterations.  There  ought  to  be 
some  difference  made  between  picture  and 
room  mouldings,  as  in  the  last  Tariff.  I 
shall  cont^t  myself  with  making  a  pro- 
test against  the  constant  insertion  of  new 
duties  without  notice. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Pnr.igraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Paragraph  t  (Broom  stocks)  agreed  to. 


Paragraph  o.  Timber,  bent  or  cut  into  dupe, 
dreued  or  partly  dressed,  n.e.i.,  ad  val.,  30- 
per  cent. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [1.44 
a.oL]. — ^This  ia  one  of  the  duties  which  the 
coachbuilders  suggest  should  be  reduced. 
One  coachbuilder  tells  me  that  whilst  the 
Colonial  bent  timber  is  very  suitable  for 
some  classes  of  work,  there  are  other 
classes  for  which  it  is  not  at  all  suitaljle. 
Where  they  can  use  Australian  woods  they 
do  so,  and,  in  some  instances,  prefer  it ; 
but  there  are  finer  branches  of  the  work 
where  imported  wood  is  required,  and, 
whatever  the  duty,  it  must  be  obtained. 
Under  the  circumstances,  I  think  the  Tiea- 
surer  might  accept  the  proposal  to  reduce 
the  duty  to  20  per  cent.  This  would 
assist  the  industry  very  materially- 

Sir  William  Lyme. — I  am  willing  to 
agree  to  a  duty  of  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  WILSON.— Then,  I  move- 
That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  6th  De- 
cember, T907,  ad  val.,  25  per  cent.,"  be  added. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [1.51  a.m.].— 
The  honorable  member  for  Corangamite 
has  stated  that  Australian  wood  is  not 
suitable  for  this  class  of  wc^k;  but  the 
htxiortiLIe  member  for  Boothby  told  us 
yesterday  that  Tasmanian  blackwood  had 
been  tested  in  Adelaide  for  the  making  nf 
bent  wood  chairs,  and  found  to  be 
suitable ;  and,  if  that  be  so,  it  can  be  used 
for  any  kind  of  bentwork.  I  suppose  that 
if  this  blackwood  were  growg  somewhere 
about  Warrnambool,  the  hMiorable  mem- 
ber for  Corangamite  would  take  a  different 
view.  I  intend  to  support  the  duty  of  30 
per  cent. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  v.  Hickory  spokes,  dressed,  2  inches 
and  under  in  diameter,  free. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  ['-53 
a.m.]. — At  an  earlier  stage,  the  honoraUe 
member  for  Parramatta  asked  me  on  what 
authority  the  Tariff  Commission  made  their 
recomm«idation  in  reference  to  these 
spokes ;  and,  in  reply,  I  beg  to  quote  the 
following  from  the  report  of  the  Ctammis- 
sicHi — 

By  another  Melbourne  carriage-bnilder  :  A 
duty  on  finished  spokes  and  rims  (Q.  80309), 
but  hickory  spokes  should  be  free,  unless  they 
could  be  manufactured  locally,  in  which  case 
the  rough  hickory  should  be  exempted. — (Craiae, 
Q-  80308.) 

By  a  further  Melbourne  witneu  :  The  Vic- 
torian Tariff — a  fixed  duty  on  finished  vehicles 
and  parts. — (Q.  80605).    Hickory  spokes  under 
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1^  inches  free,  above  (hat  size  dutiable,  as  blue> 
gum  could  thea  be  used.  Hubs  also  should  be 
exempt^'l,  as  well  as  hickory  rimt  up  to  a 
inches;  in  sixes  above  that  there  should  be  a 
heavy  duty.— (Hoth,  Q.8o6ti-3.) 

M/.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
(1.54  a.m.]. — Hickory  undressed  might  be 
permitted  to  come  in  free,  but  I  fail  to 
see  why  the  Australian  makers  of  wheels 
should  be  robbed  of  their  right  to  lome 
protection. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^These  spokes  are 
dressed  by  machinery. 

Mr.  AfATHEWS.— I  am  assured  by 
both  emp]o>ers  and  employed  that  hickory 
spokes  can  be  dressed  in  Australia,  and 
therefore  I  move — 

That   paragraph   V  be   left  out. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — I  ask  youir  ruling  as  to 
whether  the  honorable  member  is  in  order 
in  submitting  an  amendment  which  will 
have  the  effect  of  increasing  the  duty. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 
member  for  Melbourne  "Ports  is  not  in 
order  in  submitting  such  an  amendment 

Paragraph  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  x  (Hickory,  undressed) 
agreed  to. 

Footnotes  : — 

•Note. —Definition  of  a  Superficial  Foot.— A 
superficial  foot  of  timber  shall  mean  an  area  of 
one  square  foot  on  one  sarfoce,  and  being  one 
inch  or  less  in  thickness. 

tDefioition  of  Superficial  Face. — The  term 
"  super,  face  "  means  the  lineal  measurement  of 
that  part  of  the  timber  actually  planed. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne) 

proposed — 

That  the  footnotes  be  left  out. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare)  [t.55 
a.m.]. — ^When  the  question  of  these  notes 
was  brought  up  yesterday  we  were  pro- 
mised some  explanaticH]  by  the  Treasurer. 
Before  we  eliminate  them,  we  ought  to 
have  that  explanation. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  supplied  it  at  an 
early  stage  of  the  sitting. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [1.56 
a.m.]. — At  the  presoit  moment  I .  under- 
stand that  the  Customs  authorities  are 
adopting  a  false  system  in  regard  to  the 
measurement  of  timber.  If  the  Govern- 
ment intend  that  the  true  system  of  mea- 
surement shall  be  followed,  I  have  nothing 
to  urge  by  way  of  objection. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — The  method  pro- 
posed is  to  measure  only  one  surface. 


Mr.  MALONEY.— The  piece  of  wood 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand  is  a  sample  of 
the  timber  used  by  the  makers  of  cigar 
boxes.  The  outside  surface  has  been  pre- 
pared, but  the  inside  is  in  a  rough  state. 
If  it  were  planed  upon  both  sides,  I  con- 
tend that  both  sides  should  be  included  in 
its  superficial  measurement,  tMit  not  the 
edges. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [1.59  a.m.]. — The  two  footnotes, 
which  I  desire  to  strike  out,  are  responsible 
for  the  trouble  to  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber has  referred.  When  they  have  been 
eliminated  we  shall  revert  to  the  old 
system — the  ordinary  system  of  surface 
measurement. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [2.0  a.m.]. 
I  desire  to  point  out  to  the  Treasurer  that 
wood  which  has  been  planed  upfMi  both 
sides  is  in  a  greater  state  of  preparedness 
than  is  wood  which  has  been  planed  upon 
only  one  side.  I  wish  to  know  if,  in  re- 
gard to  1-inch  boards,  twelve  will  be 
counted  to  the  foot? 

Sir  Wiluau  Lyme. — No. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [2.1  a.m.]. — Here  is  a  piece  of 
timber  which,  by  some  extraordinarj 
method  of  reasoning,  was  calculated  to 
contain  4  superficial  feet.  I  understand, 
however,  that  it  is  now  proposed  to  charge 
upcwi  the  measurement  of  only  one  face  of 
such  timber — upon  its  running  length.  Is 
that  so? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — In  every  case,  the 
trade  method  of  measurement  will  be,  fol- 
lowed. 

Amendment  agreed  to ;  footnotes 
left  out. 

Paragraph  y  (Elm  Hubs,  with  or  with- 
out metal  bands)  and  paragraph  z  (En- 
gravers' Boxwood  and  Engravers'  Maple 
Wood)  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  aa.  iMgt,  not  sawn,  free. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [2.4  a.m.].— 
i^esterday  it  was  repeatedly  stated  that 
these  logs  would  not  be  imported  by  mer- 
chants on  account  of  the  increased  freight 
charges  upon  them.  As  I  do  not  desire 
to  see  the  Tariff  burdened  with  provisions 
of  a  useless  character,  I  intend  to  mov-e— 

That  the  paragraph  be  left  out. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [2.5  a.m.].— 
T  would  point  o'jt  that  if  logs  not  sawn 
are  removed  from  the  ^''fe^li^L may 
fall  under  anotl.^^'gitfeSi'ytfnilMQ^ft*  they 
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will  be  dutiable.  In  that  case,  the  pro- 
posal of  the  honorable  member  for  Wide 
Bay  would  have  the  effect  of  increasing 
taxaticKi,  and  I  sulxnit,  therefore,  that  it 
is  out  of  order. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN  (Mr. 
Batchelor). — That  is  so.  The  effect  of 
the  amendment  suggested  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wide  Bay  would  be  to 
increase  taxatiwi,  and  theiefore  it  cannot 
be  received. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports). 
[2.5  a.m.]. — Yesterday  we  were  repeatedly 
assured  by  members  of  tbe  Oppositim  that 
logs  not  sawn  could  not  be  imported.  If 
that  be  so,  where  is  tbe  utility  of  retain- 
ing this  paragraph? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [2.6  a-m.]. — If  the  honorable 
member  for  Wide  Bay  will  tax  bis  memory 
a  little;  he  will  find  that  his  statem«it  is 
not  quite  correct.  He  informed  the  Com- 
mittee that  over  1,000,000  feet  of  Ic^ 
timber  had  been  imported,  and  I  adnutted 
that.  I  understood  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Melbourne  Ports  to  declare  that  I 
had  said  that  no  logs  had  been  imported. 
I  agreed  with  the  honorable  m^ber  for 
Wide  Bay  that  over  1,000,000  feet  of  log 
timber  had  been  impcvted,  and  I  said  that 
it  had  been  imported  for  a  special  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  Webster. — Not  to  be  sawn  up  or 
to  give  employment. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  said 
that  the  timber  had  been  imported  in  the 
log;,  where  large  sizes  were  required,  and 
that  it  did  not  pay  to  import  the  logs  for 
making  butter  boxes  and  fruit  cases.  I 
proved  my  statement  by  showing  that  out 
of  225,000,000  feet  of  timber  imported, 
only  the  small  quantity  of  1,000,000  feet 
had  been  imported  in  the  log,  and  for 
spedal  purposes.  If  we  impose  a  duty  on 
tbe  logs,  we  shall  penally  those  persons 
who  require  the  timber  for  special  pur- 
poses. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [2.8  a.m.].— 
The  remarks  of  the  honorable  menjber  for 
North  Sydney  only  substantiate  the  posi- 
tion taken  up  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Wide  Bay.  Because  the  logs  to  which  the 
former  has  referred  are  impcnted  for 
specint  purposes  where  large  sizes  are  re- 
quirt-d,  and  not  to  ^ve  employment  to 
penple.  We  are  not  warranted  in  levying 
a  duty  upon  the  logs. 

Mr.  DuGALD  TH0MS0N.^They  are  sawn 
planed  in  many  cases. 


Mr.  WEBSTER.— In  the  majority  of 
cases,  the  logs  are  jxA  imported  for  tbe  pur- 
pose of  being  planed  or  wwted,  but  are 
put  into  a  building  almost  in  tlwir  rough 
state,  and  bosed  or  veneered  The  Op- 
positira  are  really  swallowing  their 'prin- 
ciples. All  day  long  they  have  been  de- 
claring that  these  log&  cannot  be  imported. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [2.9  a.m.]. 
— Although  I  think  that  liie  ruling  of  the 
Chair  is  correct,  stilU  it  will  not  {xevent 
me  from '  voting  against  the  paragraph ; 
but  seeing  that  the  Oppositira  have  re- 
canted, I  do  not  think  it  would  be  right 
to  rail  for  a  division. 

Paragraph  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  b  b  (Spars  in  tbe  rough) ; 
paragraph  cc  (Spokes,  Rims  and  Felloes 
of  Hickory);  and  paragraph  dd  (Staves, 
undressed)  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Item   304.  Wicker,   Bamboo   and    Cane,  all 
articles  n.e.i.  made  of,  whether  partly  or  wholly 
finished,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  45  pet  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  40  per  cent 

Mr.  ARCHER  (Capricomia)  [2.x* 
a.m.]. — In  the  tropical  parts  of  Queens- 
land and  Western  Australia,  especially  in 
the  bush,  where  many  persons  live  in 
small  cottages,  a  great  quantity  of  wicker, 
bamboo,  and  cane  articles  is  used,  es- 
pecially bamboo  blinds  to  keep  out  tbe 
sun.  The  proposed  duties  of  45  and  40 
per  cent,  represent  an  increase  of  ovKt 
100  per  cent  on  the  old  duty.  It  is  a 
heavy  tax  on  what  is  really  a  necessary  of 
life  to  a  great  many  perscms,  ^pedaily 
poor  persons.  I  ask  the  Treasurer  to  ac- 
cept duties  of  25  and  20  per  cent.  An 
enormous  quantity  of  this  material  is  used 
in  towns  like  Rockhampton  by  persons  who 
cannot  afford  to  pay  a  great  deal  for  their 
furniture.  In  my  opinion  it  is  an  un- 
justifiable tax  to  impose  on  light,  cool 
furniture  which  is  essentia!  to  any  one  who 
lives  in  tropical  coimtry.  These  articles 
are  used  pretty  well  all  over  Australia,  but 
especially  in  towns  in  Queensland  where  a 
gteat  number  of  persons  live  in  small  cot- 
tages. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  majority  of  the 
people  of  Queensland  do  not  want  black 
labour. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— This  light,  cool  fur- 
niture is  used  not  only  in  Queensland,  but 
also  in  Western  Australia  and  South 
Australia. 

^r.  MATHEW^-It^gsQ^^^aiina- 
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Mr.  ARCHER. — ^The  honorable  member 
is  not  acquainted  with  anything  outside 
Bourloe-street  and  P<»t  Melbourne.  Que^- 
land  and  Western  Australia  seem  to  stink 
in  his  nostrils.  I  submit  to  the  Trea- 
surer that  it  is  not  fair  to  impose  this 
very  heavy  burden  upon  the  users  of  these 
articles.  I  hope  that  the  Committee  will 
reduce  the  duties  as  I  suggest.  I  move- 
That  after  the  words  *'  45  per  cent.  '*  the 
words  "  aad  oa  and  after  6U1  December,  19071 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  25  per  cent.,"  be  in- 
serted. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [2.15  a.m.].— I 
think  that  the  duties  ought  to  be  redu(%d 
to  35  and  30  per  cent.,  and  shall  be  pre- 
pared to  move  accordingly.  This  item  will 
stand  a  little  higher  duty  than  furniture. 

Mr.  JOSE  PH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[2.15  a.m.]. — I  do  not  agree  with  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Bass  that  the  duty  on 
this  item  should  be  a  little  higher  than  on 
ordinary  furniture.  In  my  judgment,  it 
should  be  a  little  less.  Indeed,  there  is 
no  necessity  for  any  duty  at  all. 

Mr.  Mathews. — ^The  hmorable  member 
knows  that  all  these  goods  are  made  in 
China. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK,— How  much 
is  imported?  Only  ^Afi^^  WOTth, 
divided  amcHigst  4,000,000  people  \  And 
all  of  it,  the  hcmorable  member  says, 
is  made  in  China  I  Upon  my  word, 
honorable  manbers  opposite  must  be 
almost  mad.  Where  is  the  sense  in 
a  duty  like  this?  The  figures  show 
that  our  own  furniture- makers  have  driven 
the  importers  out  of  the  market. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Is  the  hcHiorable  mem- 
ber sorry  for  that? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Not  at  all;  I 
am  glad  .of  it. 

Mr.  Webster. — Are  goods  of  this  class 
made  by  our  furniture-makers? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Yes;  if  the 
honorable  membCT  goes  to  Anthony  Hor- 
dern's  shop  in  Sydney,  be  will  hnd  some 
of  the  finest  work  of  this  class  in  the 
world,  and  it  is  all  made  there.  I  bot^ht 
a  beautiful  Httle  table  there  ten  years  ago, 
and  the  wmk  in  it  is  as  fine  as  could  be 
found  anywhere.  Let  me  tell  honorable 
members  opposite  that  they  are  the  people 
who  are  always  crying  stinking  fish,  by 
saying  that  we  cannot  make  an^rthing  in 
Australia,  because  of  the  competition  of  the 
Chinese  and  the  Japanese. 


Sir  WiLLiAH  LvNE. — will  s^ree  to 
make  the  duty  the  same  as  on  ordinary 
furniture. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  seems  to  me 
that  we  are  going  mad  about  the  China- 
man and  the  Japanese.  Anything  more 
ridiculous  has  never  been  stated.  If  there 
is  one  thing  more  than  another  that  stands 
out  clearly  with  regard  to  the  fumitwe- 
makers  in  Australia,  it  is  that  tmder  pre- 
set conditicms  they  have  fairly  captured 
the  market,  and  beaten  the  importer  out 
of  it.  Why  therefore  should  we  increase 
the  duty?  This  class  of  furniture  is  ne- 
cessary in  the  tropical  parts  of  Australia. 
Cheap  wooden  furniture  cannot  be  used  up 
there.  It  falls  to  pieces  from  the  heat. 
Honorable  members  should  be  reasonable 
in  this  matter.  They  should  not  strain 
at  a  gnat. 

Mr.  ARCHER  (Capricomia)  [2.24  a,m.]. 
— The  most  important  part  of  the  item  af- ' 
fects  blinds.  They  are  very  expensive, 
and  are  most  necessary  in  Northern  Queens- 
land. I  am  battling  for  people  whose 
comfort  is  dependent  upon  the  use  of  these 
articles.  The  furniture  is  not  so  import- 
ant. If  the  Treasurer  will  agree  to  make 
the  duty  on  the  blinds  20  per  cent.,  I 
shall  not  object  to  the  other  articles  com- 
ing under  the  general  item  of  furniture, 
the  duties  for  which  have  already  been 
agreed  upon. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to —  . 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  6th  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  val.  (Geiieral  Tariff),  35  per 
cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  35  per  ctfnt.,"  be 
added. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  305.  Basketware,  n.e.i.,  per  cubic  foot 
outside  measurement,  or  ad  val.,  whichever  rate 
returns  the  higher  doty,  (General  Tariff),  is. 
lid.,  45  per  cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  is.,  40 
per  cent. 

Amendments  (by  Sir  Wiluah  Lyne> 
agreed  to — 

That  the  words  "per  cubic  foot  outside  mea- 
surement or,"  and  whichever  rate  returns  the 
higher  duty,"  be  left  out. 

That  the  figures  "  xt.  x^d.**  and  "  is."  be  left 
out. 

That  after  the  words  "40  per  cent.,"  the 
words  "  and  on  and  after  6th  December,  1007. 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  35  per  cent. ;  (United 
Kingdom),  25  per  cent.,"  be  added, 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. ^ 
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Item  306-  Wood,  all  aiticles  made  of,  a.e.i., 
whether  partly  or  wholly  finished;  bcludiag 
Bellows;  Sashes,  and  Frames;  Wire  Doors; 
Window  Screens;  Walking  Sticks;  Hods;  Mal- 
lets ;  Rakes ;  Grain  Shovels ;  Saw  Frames ; 
Mitre  Boxes;  Wood  Bungs;  Wood  Type;  Woo'l 
Rules;  Washboards;  and  Knifcboards,  ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  40  per  cent.;  (United  King- 
dom), 30  per  cent. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [2.29  a.m.]. 
— Does  the  Minister  propose  to  reduce  these 
■duties  to  35  per  cent,  and  25  per  cent  ? 

Sir  William  Lyhe. — No ;  I  am  prepared 
tfi  reduce  them  to  35  per  cent,  and  30  per 
■cent. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  would  point  out  that 
saddletrees  of  wood  which  come  under  this 
item  were  previously  on  the  free  list.  Then 
again,  whilst  we  make  walking-sticks  in 
Australia,  there  are  smne  varieties  that  we 
<;annot  produce  here  and  which  many  people 
favour. 

'  Mr.  Hutchison.— ^hose  who  are  not 
satisfied  with  Australian  walking-sticks 
ought  to  be  prepared  to  pay  foe  impcvted 
■ones. 

Mr.  WILSON.— But  surely  we  should 
not  expect  them  to  pay  upon  them  such  a 
high  duty  as  this.  Then,  again,  why 
should  hods  and  mallets  be  subject  to 
these  duties  ?  They  are  made  of  a  special 
kind  of  wood. 

Mr.  Storrer. — ^And  a  better  variety  is 
obtainable  in  Australia. 

Mr.  WILSON.— We  cannot  produce 
lignum  vita  mallets  in  Australia.  If  the 
Treasurer  would  agree  to  reduce  these 
duties  to  35  per  cent,  and  35  per  cent, 
the  item  would  be  passed  without  further 
debate. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [2.32  a.m.].— 
Saddletrees  come  under  this  item,  and  it 
was  my  intOTtion  to  move  as  I  did  when 
the  first  Federal  Tariff  was  under  coi- 
sideration,  that  they  should  be  placed  on 
the  free  list.  I  have  found,  however, 
that  we  can  make  in  Australia  saddletrees 
that  are  superior  to  the  imported  article, 
and  that  they  are  sold  at  a  reason^le 
price. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Wilson)  pro* 
posed — 

That  after  the  words  "40  per  cent."  the  words 
"and  on  and  after  6th  December,  iqo;,  ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  35  per  cent.,"  be  inserted. 

■  Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [2.35  a.m.].— I 
would  remind  the  Committee  that  malacca 
canei  are'  not  made  in  Australia,  and  yet 
under  liiis  item  they  are  subject  to  very 
li  gh  duties. 

Amendment  negatived. 


Amendment  (by  Mr.  Bowden)  put — 

That  after  the  words  "  30  per  cent.,"  the 
words  "  and  on  and  after  6th  December,  1907, 
ad  val.   (United  Kiagdom),  25  per  cent."  be 

added. 


Questiwi  put. 
Ayes 
Noes 

Majority 


Bowden,  E.  K. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Irvine,  Hans 
McWiUiams,  W.  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poyntob,  A. 


The  Committee  divided. 
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Atbs. 


Sinclair,  H. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilts.  W.  H. 

Teller t: 
Archer,  E.  W. 
Liddell,  F. 


Noes. 

P^e.  J- 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C 
Sampson,  S. 
Storrer,  D. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Webster,  W. 
Wilsoa.  J.  G. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellertf 
Cook,  Hume 
Hall,  D.  R. 

PAns. 

Kingston,  C.  C. 
Deakin,  A. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Harper,  R. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
O'Malley,  King 


Carr,  E.  S. 
Cluuiter,-J.  H. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Fisher,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 
Manger,  S. 
McDonald,  C. 


Kelly,  W.  H. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Ltvingaton,  J. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amra'dment  negatived. 

SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  agreed 
to — 

That  the  House  at  its  rising  adjourn  until  a 
p.m.  this  day. 

PAPER. 

The  Clerk  laid  upon  the  ta&Ie  the  fol- 
lowing paper — 

Northern  Territory — Particulars  as  to  Lands, 
Revenue,  Rtulways,  Ac.— Return  to  an  Order  of 
the  House,  dated  ittfi  July,  1907. 

House  adjoum£^Vfj^^Pgl^y]. 


Federal  Capital  Site. 
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l^ou^  of  ISepresentattbed. 

Friday,  6  December,  1907. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2  p.m., 
and  read  prayers. 

FEDERAL   CAPITAL  SITE. 

Mr.  JOHNSON. — As  the  promise  given 
by  Ministers  at  the  beginning  of  this  ses- 
sion, that  an  opportunity  would  be  af- 
forded, before  its  close,  to  consider  the 
question  of  the  Federal  Capital  site,  does 
not  seem  possible  of  fulfilment  before  the 
Christmas  adjournment,  might  I  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  if,  in  arranging  the  course 
of  business  to  be  done  on  the  re-assembling 
of  the  House  after  that  adjournment,  the 
question  will  be  given  an  early  place  in 
die  list  of  matters  which  we  will  be  asked 
to  consider  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — At  the  pre.sent  time  it 
would  be  premature  to  attempt  to  indicate 
the  precise  date  when  we  shall  be  able  to 
deal  with  this  question.  But  the  first  op- 
portuniti^  affording  any  guarantee  that  Par- 
liament is  able  to  come  to  a  decisicHi  uptxi 
the  question  will  be  seized.  There  will 
c^tainly  be  no  avcndable  delay.  The  hmi- 
OTable  monber  will  realize,  as  we  do,  tihat 
the  whole  of  the  diflfeul^  in  die  settle- 
ment  of  the  question  arises  fnxn  the  fact 
that  all  eroept  the  supporters  of  the  par- 
ticular site  most  in  favour,  unite  to  prevent 
progress,  in  order  that  other  sites  which 
tfaey  prefer  may  have  a  chance  of  con- 
sideration. If  we  can  overcome  that  ob- 
stacle, the  Government  may  be  relied 
upon  to  affCH'd  every  facility  for  an  early 
settlement  of  the  question. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— I  wish  to  ask  the 
Minister,  whose  Department  is  concerned 
in  the  matter  in  reference  to  the  report 
of  Mr.  De  Burgh,  on  the  water  supply  of 
Canberra,  which  has  been  circulated,  and 
which  refers  to  certain  maps,  whether  the 
maps  will  be  made  available  to  honorable 
members  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  will  inquire  from 
the  Home  Affairs  Department,  which,  I 
assume,  will  be  in  possession  of  maps  that 
can  be  placed  on  the  Library  table. 

DUTIES  OF  CAPTAIN  COLLINS. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  wish  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  if  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  some  recent  utterances  by  Cap- 
tain Collins  in  London,  referred   to  in 


cables  which  appeared  in  the  newspapers 
last  week  and  to-day  ?  Last  week's 
cables  credited  Captain  Collins  with  hav- 
ing said  that  the  preference  now  being 
given  to  Great  Britain  is  only  an  earnest 
of  future  concessions  in  the  same  direction. 
I  wish  to  ask  what  really  is  the  position 
which  Captain  Collins  occupies  in  London. 
Is  he  a  financial  expert,  an  examiner  of 
Defence  stores,  or  a  iwlitKal  agent 
generally  ?  Does  the  Prime  Minister 
think  it  right  that  Australian  public  ser- 
vants in  London  should  take  it  upon  them- 
selves to  represent  his  views  on  Australian 
policy  at  political  gatherings? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  position  that  Cap- 
tain Collins  occupies  is  that  of  an 
officer  charged  with  certain  definite  duties 
in  regard  to  purchases  for  the  Defence  De- 
partment, the  conduct  of  other  ordinary 
business,  and  also  special  duties  which  he 
is,  frtMQ  time  to  time,  authorized  to  under- 
take. I  have  noticed  the  semi-poHtica! 
remarks  made  by  Captain  Collins  on  one 
or  two  public  occasiwis,  but  they  have 
been  such  as  I  think  no  exception  could 
be  taken  to,  because  in  each  case  he  has 
simply  repeated,  generally  in  the  same 
words,  statements  which  have  bew  made 
on  bdialf  of  the  Government,  and  chiefly- 
by  myself,  ei^er  here  cv  in  England,  f 
have  not  noticed  that  be  has  ever  done 
mas^  than  repeat  statements  of  that  kind, 
or  has  made  any  statements  of  his  own 
opinions. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Is  it  wise  to  make 
Captain  Collins  the  mouth-piece  of  the 
iKHiorable  gentleman's  political  views? 

Mr,  CROUCH.— I  understand  that  the 
Prime  Minister  does  not  disapprove  of  a 
permanent  public  servant,  in  the  person 
of  Captain  Collins,  expressing  political 
opinions  at  public  meetings,  on  the  ground 
that  that  gentleman  has  previously  made 
statements  which  are  an  echo  or  repetition 
of  the  views  of  the  Government  or  of  the 
Prime  Minister  himself.  Does  the  Prime 
Minister  not  see  that  such  a  course  of 
action  wili  mean  that  in  the  event  of  an 
undesired  change  of  Ministry  Captain 
Collins'  usefulness  will  at  once  be  ter- 
minated ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — No;  Captain  Col- 
lins could  do  the  same  for  aiiother  Minis- 
irv. 

'Mr.  CROUCH.— I  desire  to  know  if 
the  Prime  Minister  does  not  think  it  de- 
sirable that  Captain  Collins  should' j^g- se; 
to  make  public  political  statements?' 
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Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  think  there  is  every 
objection  to  a  public  servant  making  state- 
ments which  can  have  the  slightest  party 
bearing  or  which  contain  a  political  re- 
ference to  any  question  then  in  otmtention. 
But  while  ttus  officer  is  in  Lcmdcxi,  and 
speaking  at  a  gathering  of  a  Colonial 
Club,  where  the  members  or  audience  con- 
sist almost  wholly  of  Australians,  it  is  not 
at  all  out  of  order,  in  acknowledging  the 
toast  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  matestate- 
nu-nts^  of  a  general  character  when  they 
arc  in  harmony  with  the  current  opinion  of 
til',-  CommcHiwealtii.  Captain  Collins  does 
not  6peak  with  any  personal  accent;  and 
while  I  should  be  the  first  to  jealously  re- 
sist any  attempt  on  the  part  of  an  dficer  to 
express  opinions  on  political  questions,  a 
{ieneral  statement  of  the  development  of 
the  country  or  the  -movement  of  public 
aflalrs  in  the  Ctmrnonwealth  ought  not  to 
be  too  captiously  criticised. 

^fr.  Crouch.— Cftptaia  CbUins  has  ex- 
pressed political  opinions  of  «rhKh  I  and 
other  honorable  numbers  disappnwe. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— ETactly;  but  there  is 
no  opinion  which  can  be  expressed  on  any 
subject  that  some  one  will  wst  disapprove ; 
consequently,  either  there  most  be  absolute 
silence  or  some  general  permission  of  the 
sort  so  kng  as  it  is  not  abused. 

NORTHERN  TERRITORY— 
TRANSOONTINENTAT,  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— I  wish  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  a  question  without  notice.  A 
telegram  appeare  in  this  morning's  news- 
papers to  the  effect  that  the  motion  affirm- 
ing the  conditions  on  which  the  proposed 
surrender  of  the  Northern  Territorv  to  the 
Commonwealth  Ims  been  passed  by  both 
Houses  of  the  Parliament  of  South  Aus- 
tralia. As  the  terms  of  the  agreemmt  in- 
voWe  the  consent  of  South  Australia  to 
the  survey  and  construction  of  a  line  to 
\Vn;tern  Australia,  I  wish  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  whether  he  can  say  what  route 
is  likely  to  be  chosen  for  the  construction 
of  the  railway,  and  whether  in  determin- 
ing the  route  the  Government  will  con- 
sider the  advisableness  of  taking  the  line 
through  country  in  South  Australia  that 
is  sii-iceptible  of  development? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  have  observed  with 
great  satisfaction  the  passage  of  the  mo- 
tion referred  to  in  both  Houses  of  the 
South  Australian  Parliament.  In  regard 
to  the  honorable  gentleman's  second  ques- 
i'uAt,  so  far  as  1  am  aware,  there  are  but 


two  alternative  routes  fpcHB  Port  Augusta 
which  have  been  proposed  as  those  irtnch 
the  future  line  should  follow ;  one  to  the 
n^rth  of  Lake  Gardiner  and  the  other  to 
the  south,  skirting  the  coast.  The  only 
advantages,  so  far  as  I  im  aware,  claimed 
for  the  southern  route,  are  that  it  would 
be  somewhat  shorter,  and  be  more  inexpen- 
sive to  construct.  But  there  are  gra\-e 
strategic  dangers  which  must  be  taken  into 
accoimt  when  carrying  an  important  con- 
nexion such  as  this  would  be  so  close  to  the 
sea,  and  therefore  open  at  any  time  to 
possible  severance  from  the  sea. 

Mr.  Glynn.— There  is  also  the  objec- 
tion that  that  route  would  take  the  lint: 
through  the  poorest  counlrv. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Of  that'l  am  not  able 
personally  to  speak.  The  other  route 
which  would  pass  to  the  northward  of 
Lake  Gardiner,  would  take  die  laie  ai  the 
neighbourhood  of  what  are  believed  to  be 
very  large  mineral  deposits. 

Mr.  Glynn.— And  through  hundreds  of 
sguaoe  miles  of  paitoral  comitrv. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— It  would  involve.  1 
thiiric,  BO  very  material  increase  in  the 
length  of  the  line.  Although  the  pmpose 
of  such  a  railway  would  be  to  -connect  the 
wertem  State  irith  the  eaatem  States,  from 
which  it  is  at  present  severed,  the  neces- 
sity for  making  the  line  self-suprportii^ 
cannot  be  overlooked.  Whichever  route 
afforded  the  greatest  pombifities  of  local 
earnings  would  naturally  be  selected.  I 
am  sure  that  any  Federal  ParHamcnt 
would  lend  an  attentive  ear  to  representa- 
tions from  either  of  the  States  through 
wluch  it  will  pass,  offeretl  by  those  most 
competent  to  offer  a  valuable  opinion. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Before  asking 
the  Prime  Minister  a  question  without 
notice,  I  should  like  to  refer  to  the  Tery 
satisfactory  news  of  this  morning,  as  to 
the  passing  of  tf»e  Northern  TCTriton- 
lesolution  in  the  Legislative  Council  oif 
South  Australia.  I  desire  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  whether  he  wilt  take  steps  to 
urge  the  South  Australian  Government  to 
give  their  consent  to  the  Kalgoorlie  to  Port 
Augusta  rajiway  sur\-ev,  which  «as  recenth 
authorized  by  the  Commonwealth  Parlia 
ment,  subject  to  the  proviso  that  befon* 
any  money  is  expen(ie<l  the  assent  of  'J>e 
Parliament  of  South  Australia  must  W 
obtained  to  the  sur\%)'  being  mma^ 
in  that  State.  I  make  this  leqnest  be- 
cause it  may  be  thought  tha^T^  Sooth 
Australian  Parl^ment.  having-.  «ueoted  to 
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tbe  Northern  Territory  transfer  Bill,  iHncb 
contains  a  proTisi<»i  authorizing  the  surrey 
and  cc»5tTucti(Xt  of  the  railway  through 
South  Australia,  fiom  Port  Augusta  to 
Kalgoorlie,  there  is  do  necessity  for  it» 
assent  to  the  survey  to  whidi  I  hav« 
referred.  I  point  out  to  the  Prime  Min- 
ister, however,  that  if  that  view  were 
taken  much  undesirable  delay  would 
result,  as  some  montlis  may  ela[Hie  before 
the  Northern  Territory  Transfer  Bill  comes 
before  the  Federal  Parliament.  I  think 
it  only  requires  the  question  to  be  brought 
prominently  under  the  notice  of  the  South 
Australian  Parliament,  that  the  assent  of 
tbe  Parliament  of  that  State  is  neoesstry 
before  the  Commonwealth  GovenameBt  can 
spend  any  fands  on  the  survey,  to  insure 
immediate  attoition  to  the  mattn*.  It  is 
most  probable  that  the  SooCh  Australian 
Government  will  attend  to  the  matter  with- 
out aov  special  request;  but  still  I  should 
be  glad  if  the  Prime  Minister  will  make 
a  representation  on'  the  subject,  as  the 
matter  is  urgent: 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  shall  have  pleasure 
in  doing  so. 

TARIFF. 
Ihportatton  ov  Pianos. 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  wish  to  ask  the 
Miirister  of  Trade  and  Customs  a  question 
without  notice.  Can  he  say  whether  a 
convnunicatifM  was  addcessed  to  Mr. 
Beale,  the  piano  manufactuieT,  by  the 
Customs  authorities,  supplying  hira  with 
particulars  as  to  the  number  and  value  of 
the  oianos  imported  if^  the  Oxnrooo- 
wealth  from  1902  ta  1907?  Is  the  Minis- 
ter aware  that  the  Custecns  authcvities,  in 
furnishing  the  infotmatioi,  made  serious 
errors?  Has  tbe  fact  that  such  errors 
have  been  made  been  oommuoicated  to  Mr. 
Beale,  and,  if  so,  has  the  correctiui  been 
communKated  also  to  the  impOTters?  If 
not,  can  he  say  why? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  ask  the 
honorable  member  to  give  iK>tice  of  his 
questions  to  enable  me  to  obtain  the  in- 
formation for  which  he  asks.  If  he  does 
so,  [  shall  be  glad  to  lode  into  the  mat- 
ter and  let  him  have  the  information  he 
daires  later. 

excisf:  tariff  (agricultural 
machinery)  act. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— It  is  reported  in 

the  newspapers  to-day  that  some  days 
must  still  elapse  before   the  fortnight's 


notice,  given  to  the  manufacturers  of  agri- 
cultural implements,  to  pay  Excise  or  com- 
ply with  certain  conditi(xis  will  expire.  As 
we  shall  reach  the  Christmas  adjourn- 
ment in  a  few  days,  I  wish  to  adc  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Custnns  whether 
he  will  take  an  early  c^portunity  to  tlefi- 
nitelv  state  what  the  intentions  of  the 
Government  are  in  this  matter? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAP^UN.  —  Cer- 
tainlv.  every  information  will  be  afforded 
to  honorable  members,  probably  on  Tues- 
day next.    There  has  been  a  little  deliy 

in  connexion  with  swne  of  the  notices, 
owine  to  a  blunder  on  the  part  of  one  of 
the  officials.  That  will  not  materially  in- 
terfere with  the  steps  the  Government  pro- 
pose to  take,  and  I  hope  that,  on  Tuesday 
next,  at  the  latest,  and  possibly  on  Mon- 
day, honorable  niembers  will  be  placed  in 
possession  of  full  information  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

SPANISH  IMMIGRANTS. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.  —  I  wish  to  ask 
whether  the  attention  of  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter has  been  directed  to  an  article  appear- 
ing in  this  morning's  Argus,  beaded 
"Strike  of  Spaniards^':  For  the  in- 
formation of  honorable  members  I  propose 
to  read  the  par^af^.  which  is  not  a  ^'ery 
long  one.    It  is  as  follows — 

Brisbaiw,  Tkunday. — A  Geraldton  telegnim 
states  that  all  the  Spaniards  in  tbe  dittxict 
went  out  00  ttxike  on  Monday.  Seven  were 
summoned  to-day,  a  test  case  from  each  of  the 
seven  farms.  Ttie  police  magistrate  fined  them 
each  £m  and  costs,  in  default  four  months'  im- 
prismment,  Ae  sentence  to  br  suspended  if  the 
prisoners  would  go  back  anrl  finish  their  agree- 
ment. 

Alt  instantly  refused,  and  when  the  police 
went  to  remove  them  to  the  cells,  the  other 
Spaniards  in  coart  instantly  rushed  to  their 
mates,  crying,  "All  together,  all  together." 
Tbey  took  possession  of  the  Conrt-house,  and  a 
disgraceful  scene  followed. 

Eventually  tbe  police  put  the  pri  oners  in  the 
clerk  of  petty  sessions'  office,  the  olhers  outside 
continuing  yelling  and  gesticulating  for  a 
quarter  of  an  hour.  Finallv  the  police  lorkc-1 
up  the  prisoners  and  all  their  mates,  to  tbe 
number  of  38.  The  Spaniards  state  that  they 
will  not  work  while  they  are  tmder  the  present 
.Tgrcemcnts. 

I  ask  the  Prime  Minister,  as  the  Go\ern- 
ment  are  to  a  great  extent  responsible  for 
bringing  those  men  here,  if  lie  will  cause 
inquiries  to  be  made  to  ascertain  whether 
they  have  berai  treated  properly  or  other- 
wise, or  if  the  agreements  have^^^Jf^n 
carried  out  by  the  employers,  or  wnacreally 
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is  the  cause  of  the  trouble  at  Geraldt<x), 
and  inform  the  House  as  soon  as  possible 
of  the  result  of  those  inquiries? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  had  not  observed  the 
paragraph  in  the  paper  this  morning. 
There  can  be  rK>  objection  to  inquir- 
ing into  the  '  statements  made.  The 
responsibility  of  this  Government  foi 
the  introduction  of  those  men  is,  as  the 
honorable  member  is  aware,  indirect.  We 
gave  permission  that,  provided  suitable 
labour  could  not  be  obtained  from,  the 
Mother  Country,  it  might  be  obtained  from 
Europe.  Certain  Spaniards  some  weeks  ago 
occasioned  trouble  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Geraldton.  I  had  inquiry  made  into  that 
circumstance,  and  found  that  apparently 
not  one  of  those  who  could  be  tested  had 
been  found  to  be  familiar  with  country  em- 
ployment. They  came  from  Spanish  towns, 
unacquainted  with  any  form  of  agriculture, 
and  familiar  only  with  scrnie  employment — 
I  forget  the  particulars — of  a  light  and 
casual  character.  Thev  appeared  to  be 
quite  unsuited  for  the  work  to  which  they 
had  been  put. 

Mr.  Fishes. — Was  there  any  suspiaon 
that  the)-  had  been  brought  out  under  false 
pretences  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— No.  When  I  was  in 
North  Queensland  a  short  time  ago,  I  en- 
deavoiired  to  ascertain  in  what  way  the 
foreign  element  generally,  which  consists 
chiefly  of  Spaniards,  was  behaving.  At 
that  time  there  had  been  no  disturbance, 
but  there  was  already  a  good  deal  of 
doubt,  on  the  part  of  those  who  had  seen 
the  men,  as  to  whether  the  bulk  of  them 
were  of  appropriate  diaracter  to  make 
good  agricultural  settlers. 

PARLIAMENT    HOUSE :  EXHIBIT 
OF  PIANO. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Treasurer  a  question  without  notice.  There 
is  a  piano,  which  is  *'  fetching,"  at  least 
in  appearance,  in  one  of  the  ante-rooms, 
and  covering  a  good  deal  of  floor  space 
with  its  geogra^ical  area.     I  desire  to 
ask  the  Treasurer,  whose  skill  as  a  manipu- 
lator of  the  strings  we  know  is  exceptional, 
and  who,  with  an  enviable  delicac)-  of 
touch,  is  capable,  without  notice,  of  im- 
provising Tariati(xis  that  would  almost  beg- 
gar the  genius  of  a  Lizst,  whether  he  will, 
-before  the  item  of  pianos  is  reached,  either 
himself  taking  his  place  at  the  key- 
\  or  otherwise,  give  us  an  opporttmity 
iting  the  resonance  of  the  instrument  ? 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  wUh  I  could 
play.  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  thai  case 
the  iionorable  member  could  sing  very 
nicely  to  my  accompaniment.  I  know 
nothuig  as  to  who  gave  permission  for  the 
piano  to  be  placed  wbne  it  is.  I  presume 
that  Mr.  Spealnr  did  so.  Certainly  I  did, 
not  apply  to  him.  I  have  had  nouiing  lo' 
do  with  the  matter. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Seeing  that  the 
maker  of  one  class  of  pianos  has  been 
grarited  the  privilege  of  exhibiting  one  erf 
his  instruments  within  the  precincts  of  this 
building,  I  desire  to  ask  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter whether  he  will  extend  similar 
[mvileges  to  those  interested  in  other  makes 
of  instruments? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Honorable  members 
will  reoollect  that  I  have  no  power  to  either 
admit  or  exclude  the  smallest  piece  of  fur- 
niture frcmi  the  Parliamentary  Buildings. 
Every  honorable  member  possesses  the  same 
right  as  I  do.  The  whole  and  sole  direct 
control  of  this  part  of  the  building  is  vested 
in  Mr.  Speaker  and  the  Committee  of 
which  he  is  the  head. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  should  like  to  say 
that  when  the  question  of  showing  within 
this  building  a  sheep-shearing  machine  was 
brought  up,  I  think  by  the  I^nOTable  mem- 
ber for  Lang,  I  was  asked  whether  I 
would  give  similar  permission  in  thie  case 
of  any  other  exhibit  in  the  north  lobby, 
and  T  said  that  I  would.  I  took  it  that 
the  House  assented  to  the  course  I  sug- 
gested, and  when  permission  was  sought 
later  on  for  a  piano  to  be  placed  in  the 
lobby,  I  gave  the  desired  consent,  and 
hence  the  piano  is  there. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— May  I  ask  the 
Treasurer  whether  he  will  endeavour  to 
make  arrangements  to  have  the  very  best 
foreign-made  piano  obtainable  placed 
against  the  Beale  piano  in  the  north  lobbv 
for  purposes  of  onnparison  ? 

Mr.  Johnson. — There  are  se^-eral  other 
makers. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Why  not  have  a 
piano  from  each  agent? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  suggest  that 
the  best  foreign  piano  obtainable  be  placed 
on  exhibition  for  the  purpose  of  compari- 
son, and  following  up  the  suggestion  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Angas,  that 
the  Treasurer  and  the  acting  leader  of  the 
Opposition  play  a  duet. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.- 1  do  not  know 
why  the  honoraUe  member  for  Boothby 
has  asked  me  this  gues@K-)pAf^  my  ex- 
perience in  omhexiofi  with  ta&  eduUtior 
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of  a  sheep-shearing;  machine,  it  is  not  likely 
that  I-  would  take  any  part  in  the  intro- 
duction of  any  other  exhibit.  I  have  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with'  the  exhibition 
of  this  piano  in  the  north  lobby.  I  refer 
the  bocmable  member  for  Boothby  to  Mr. 
Speaker  as  to  the  sugge^ion  to  have  another 
piano  introduced. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  wish  to  ask 
you,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether  you  have  given 
permission  for  the  corridors  to  be  used  by 
the  general  public  in  ccmnexion  with  tte 
various  wares  that  are  now  being  exhitnted  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  have  given  no  per- 
mission except  in  cases  where  there  have 
been  specific  applications.  When  specific 
application  is  made  to  me,  I  shall  deal 
with  it  in  a  way  which  I  de«n  to  be 
fitting. 

Mr.  JOHNSON'.— I  believe  that  appli- 
cations have  been  already  made  by  several 
importers  representing  European  firms  for 
leave  to  exhibit  their  pianos  within  the  pre- 
cincts of  the  House,  and  I  presume  that 
no  objection  will  be  offered  to  their  doing 
so. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  objection  which 
it  seems  necessary  to  raise  in  such  cases  is 
contained  in  the  fact  that  the  room  will 
not  hold  an  indefinite  number  of  pianos. 
If  any  more  pianos  are  introduced,  I  am 
afraid  that  honorable  members  will  be  in- 
commoded. 

EXCISE  TARIFF  (AGRICULTURAL 

MACHINERY)  ACT. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Is  the  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Customs  aware  that  it  is  repwted  that 
the  Massey-Harris  Company  are  employ- 
ing skilled  labourers  at  65.  a  day  in  put- 
ting tt^ther  agricultural  im^ements? 
D<KS  not  the  Minister  think  that  that  is 
an  evasion  of  the  award  of  Mr.  Justice 
HifEgins  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  was  not 
aware  of  what  the  honorable  member  states, 
although  the  honorable  member  for  Wide 
Bav  brought  the  matter  under  my  notice 
a  few  minutes  aga  I  intend  to  make  every 
inquirv  in  order  to  find  out  exactly  what 
is  being  done  and  what  steps  should  be 
taken. 

ABORIGINES:  WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA. 

Allxgations  of  Cruelty. 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister,  without  notice,  whether  his 


attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  statement  in 
the  Age  newspaper  of  to-day  concerning  the 
treatment  of  aborigines  in  Western  Austra- 
lia? As  these  reports  generally  filter  through 
to  Great  Britain,  and  reflect  very  seriously 
upon  the  character  of  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia— and  possibliyr  this  paragraph  has  al- 
ready got  there — ^will  the  honwable  gentle- 
man take  measures  to  counteract  any  false 
impression  conveved  ?  The  Age  in  a  lead- 
ing article  this  morning  says — 

Only  the  other  day  Mr.  E.  J.  Blake  related 
a  tale  at  Perth  of  what  he  had  personally 
witnessed  as  a  member  of  a  recent  exploriog 
expedition  in  the  Wiltina  district.  He  decUiei 
that  the  explorers  caught  the-  blacks  they  CQ- 
counteied  on  their  way,  and  with  the  most  in- 
human cruelty  chained  them  by  the  necks  and 
forced  them  to  act  as  guides. 

These  serious  accusations  against  the  char- 
acter of  the  exploring  party  are  virtually 
contradicted  in  another  part  of  the  same 
paper,  although  it  is  apparently  assumed  in 
the  leading  article  that  lilake's  statement  is 
absolutely  true.  In  another  column  that 
statement  is  challenged  by  the  members  of 
the  exploring  party,  as  appears,  from  the 
following — 

In  the  Assembly,  Mr.  Troy  called  attention 
to  statements  maae  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Blake,  cook 
of  the  Canning  stock  route  exploring  party, 
with  regard  to  the  treatment  of  natives,  as  pub- 
lished in  the  press.  The  Premier  replied  that 
Mr,  Canning's  attention  had  been  called  to 
Mr.  Blake's  statements,  which  were  absolutely 
at  variance  with  Mr.  Canning's  own  statements. 
Full  particulars  would  be  given  to  Parliament 
when  Mr.  Canning  had  had  an  opportunity  to 
reply.  Mr.  Canning  this  evening  gave  the  pr^ss 
a  detailed  denial  of  the  alleEation  of  ill-treat- 
ment. 

Can  the  Prime  Minister  see  his  way  to  send 
a  cablegram  to  the  representative  of  the 
Commonwealth  in  London  for  publication, 
to  the  effect  that  Blake's  statement  has  been 
challenged  and  denied  absolutely  by  the 
memliers  of  the  exfrfcving  party  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  think  the  course  sug- 
gested would  be  judicious,  and  shall  cer- 
tainly take  it,  although  it  may  be  desirable 
to  wait  until  we  see  the  denial  in  full.  I 
had  already  noted  both  the  paragraphs 
quoted  by  the  honorable  member,  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  a  contradiction,  should 
the  statement  made  by  the  head  of  the  expe- 
dition disprove  the  allegation,  as  I  feel  con- 
fident that  it  will.  Quite  recently,  when  in 
England,  I  was  met  on  a  number  of  occa- 
sions by  statements  of  this  kind,  which  it 
was  very  difficult  to  refute  at.  the  moment. 

Mr.  Fisher.— /"fl^ltfSa^v^OOgle 
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Mr.  DEAKIN.— Not  that  particular 
fable,  but  statements  as  to  the  cruelty  with 
which  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of  Austra^ 
Ha  were  being  treated.  One  had  to  leplv  as 
best  one  could  on  the  spot.  I  quite  recog- 
nise that  action  is  necessary  on  behalf  of 
Australia  as  a,whole»  not  only  because  of 
the  assumption' in  the  Age  leading  artide, 
which  was,  evidently,  written  without 
a  knowledge  of  the  telegram  appearing 
in  another  column,  but  also  because  infor- 
mation of  the  kind  is  cabled  Home,  and, 
what  is  more,  is  at  once  assumed  by  readers 
there  to  apply  indiscriminately  to  the  whole 
omtinent,  and  to  the  treatment  of  a  vast 
number  of  aborigines.  After  all,  so  far  as 
tiwse  deplorable  abuses  are  even  alleged  to 
occur,  they  include  only  individual  cases. 
Less  prominence  is  sonetimes  given  abroad 
to  famines  in  India,  and  catastrc^hes  else- 
where, which  destroy  thousands,  than  to 
isolated  injuries  to  particular  aborigines  in 
Australia. 

NAVAL  FORCES:  RETIRING  AGE. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Minister  of  Defence,  without  notice, 
whether  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  is  the 
intuition  of  the  Government  to  eztoid  our 
naval  system,  and  that  we  require  experi- 
enced men,  he  will  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  increasing  the  age  of  retirement 
of  men  in  the  Naval  Forces  to  sixty  years 
as  is  the  case  in  the  Military'  Fwces  ? 

Mr.  EWING. — Under  present  conditions 
there  is  a  good  deal  to  justify  the  action 
sugg«ted  by  the  honorable  member.  I 
cannot  say  more  at  present,  however,  than 
that  I  will  carefully  consider  the  matter. 

NEW    PROTECTIOX : 
APPRENTICES. 

Mr.  TUDOR.~I  desire  to  ask  the  Min- 
ister of  Trade  and  Customs  whether  in  the 
proposed  new  protection  legislation  he  will 
provide  that  the  number  of  apprentices 
shall  be  limited  as  has  been  done  in  the 
distillery  trade? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  de- 
tails of  the  legislation  now  being  prepared 
will  have  every  consideration.  The  honor- 
able member  will  see  tliat  at  present  I 
a}uld  not  possibly  give  the  information  he 
asks;  but  I  repeat  that  his  suggestion  will 
have  all  the  consideration  to  which  it  is 
entitled. 


PAPER. 

Mr.  MAUGER  laid  upon  the  table  the 
following  paper — 

Census  and  Statistics  Act — Common  we  altb 
Statistics — Trade,  Shipping)  0»er»ea  Migra- 
titxk,  end  Finance— Balletin  No.  9,  September, 
1907. 

CONTRACT  FOR  MILITARY 
STORES. 
Mr.  CROUCH  asked  the  Miakter  of 
Defence,  upon  mtict — 

1.  To  what  firm  was  the  contract  for  the  sap- 
ply  to  the  Department,  of  waist  belu,  csrt- 
ridge  pockets,  bandoliers,  shoulder  straps,  ftc^ 
let  earl  J  in  1907? 

2.  Did  thia  contract  applT  to  the  supplies  for 
all  the  States? 

3.  Have  any  of  the  articles  submitted  to 
Department  by  the  contractors  been  rejected  in 
any  State  ? 

4.  How  many  of  such  articles  have  been  re- 
jected, and  in  what  States,  and  for  what 
reasons? 

5.  Are  different  standards  required  from  con- 
tractors in  different  Stntes? 

Mr.  EWING.— The  answers  to  the  hon- 
orable member's  questions  are  as  follow — 

1.  Messrs.  Holder  and  Frost,  of  Adelaide. 

2.  Yes. 

3.  Yes. 

4.  Of  the  1,600  sets  ordered  for  Victoria  a 
number  of  waist  belts,  bandoliers,  pockets,  cart- 
ridge 15  roimds,  pockets,  cartridge  10  roondst 
waterbottle  straps,  mess  tin  straps,  and  watcr- 
bcttle  carriers  were  found  to  be  defective,  tone 
on  account  of  fiaws  and  bad  leather,  lod  adben 
for  minor  defects. 

In  fairness  to  the  contractors  it  may  be  added 
that  when  the  matter  was  brought  tmder  their 
notice  they  explained  that,  in  some  unaccouot- 
nble  way,  a  number  of  defective  articles  which 
they  had  themselves  condemned  were  included 
in  the  Victorian  shipment,  and  tbe  correct 
articles  left  out.  They  immediately  replaced 
the  defective  articles  where  required,  and  recti- 
fied the  defects  in  others. 

5.  No. 

I  notice  that  only  Victoria  is  referred  t» 
in  the  answers  supplied,  and,  therefore^ 
I  infer  that  defective  stores  were  ix*  ftir- 
nished  in  any  other  State.  If  they  were* 
I  shall  give  the  honwable  member  infor- 
mation in  reference  to  the  matter  at  ■ 
later  stage. 

DEFECTIVE  AMMUNITION. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  asked  the  Minister  of 
Defence,  ufon  notice — 

t.  Whether  any  steps  bad  been  taken  to  have 
the  defective  cadet  ammunition  recalled  and  re- 
placed by  a  fresh  supply,  as  promised  on  tbe 
25th  September  last? 

3.  Whether  the  defective  supply  is  still  in 
use  and  is  being ^^jippl  led  to  c^nMp^  sold  t» 
them  at  the  price  of  5s.  per  too70 
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Whether  it  i«  a  fact,  tbat,  though  the  pro- 
tpiietor  of  the  Colonial  Ammunition  Company 
■ha»  undertaken  to  replace  the  ammunition  com- 
plained of>  so  far  he  has  not  been  called  upon 

-to  do  so? 

4.  Will  the  Minister  have  the  ammimitioa  im- 
mediately witiidraim  absolutely  from  use  and 
-ao  allay  the  dissatitfaction  and  discontent 
amongst  the  cadets? 

Mr.  EWING.— The  answers  to  the  hon- 
orable member's  questions  are  as  follow — 

I.  I  propose  to  place  all  the  papers  relating 
to  this  question  on  the  table  of  the  Library,  and 
•the  honorable  member  will  then  see  how 
thoroughly  the  whole  matter  has  been  investi- 
gated. Sijice  April  last,  when  the  specification 
was  amended  to  a  44  grain  charge  instead  of 
a  si  grain  charge,  the  ammunition  hft  proved 
■entirely  satisfactory. 

1.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of.  Inquiries  will  be 
enade,  and  if  such  is  found  to  be  the  case  It 
-vill  be  stopped  iounediately. 

3  and  4.  Major  Sandford,  the  Inspector  of 
Ammunition,  whose  duty  it  is  to  report  on  such 
-matters,  has  only  just  made  hU  final  report. 
Instructions  hare  been  giTCn  for  the  defectiTC 
ammunition  to  be  recovered  and  retamed  to 
the  manufacturer,  who  will  replace  it.  When 
-the  trouble  was  first  reported,  instructions  were 
^iren  that  no  doubtful  ammnoition  should  be 
iiaited,  and  ereiy  eadeavonr  has  been  made  to 
recover  that  of  the  earlier  nake ;  but  as  the  dis- 
-tribntitm  was  somewhat  extensive,  great  diffi- 
cnlty  has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  its  re- 
«ini. 

TELEGRAPHIC  DELAYS. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (for  Mr.  Thomas 
Brown)  asked  the  Postmaster- General, 
upon  notice—' 

I.  Whether  any  representations  have  been 
Aade  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  Sydney, 
as  to  the  serious  inconveniences  caused  to  the 
commercial  community  of  New  South  Wales 
"hy  Ac  frequent  delays  in  the  despatch  and  re- 
«eipt  of  telegrams,  said  to  be  due  to  "  inter- 
-TUption  of  lines"? 

s.'Wbat  steps  are  being  taken  to  remedy  these 
defects,  and  when  may  the  public  expect  to  have 
a  reasonably  reliable  and  efficient  service? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— In  reply  to  the  hon- 
orable member 's  questions,  I  may  state 
that  00  communication  has  been  received 
by  me  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Sydney-,  on  the  subject,  but  inquiries  are 
being  made  of  the  Deputy  Postmaster- 
General  there,  and  a  reply  will  be  fur- 
nished in  due  course. 

AUSTRALASIAN  PRESS 
ASSOCIATION". 

Mr.  CHANTER  (for  Mr.  Thomas 
Brown)  asked  the  Prime  Minister,  ufon 
mctici — 

t.  Have  representations  been  made  to  him, 
cn  behalf  of  the  Australasian  Press  Association, 


as  to  the  result  of  a  Conference  recently  held 
in-  Sydney  to  the  effect  that  it  would  be  an  ad- 
vantage to  the  Commonwealth  to  arraofle' and 
provide  for  the  visit  of  some  35  press  delegates 
from  Great  Britain? 

3.  Has  this  matter  received  consideration;  and, 
if  so,  what  action  has  been  determined  upon 
with  respect  to  the  profwtal? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  answers  to  the 
honorable  member's  questions  are  as  fol- 
low— 

I.  Yes. 

3.  A  similar  proposal  was  inquired  into  some 
18  months  since.  The  Associated  Cham- 
beri  of  Commerce  of  the  £mpire  propose  to 
visit  Australia  in  1909,  when  aoo  representative 
men  from  the  Mother  Country  and  the  Sister 
Dominions  will  arrive,  accompanied  by  a  number 
of  leading  journalists,  incidentally  making  a 
tour  of  the  States.  Xn  this  manner  the  press 
of  thn  greater  part  of  the  English-speaking 
world  will  have  its  attention  directed  to  the 
Commonwealth  in  the  most  effective  way. 

ALLEGED  OVERWORK.  SYDNEY 
POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— On  29th  November, 
the  honorable  member  for  Cocdc  asked  me 
the  following  questfom — 

1.  Why  are  not  telegraphists  appoioted,  con- 
sidering the  alleged  inadequate  ana  overworked 
staff  of  the  G.P.O.,  Sydney,  and  the  numerous 
complaints  by  the  public  appearing  In  the 
colnmns  of  the  daily  pren  in  New  South 
Wales? 

2.  Is  it  a  fact  that  officers  of  the  Genera]  Di- 
vision who  qualified  for  positions  of  telegraph- 
ists over  eighteen  months  ago  are  still  lupt  at 
their  present  grade  and  salaries,  notwithstanding 
the  f3t;t  that  they  are,  and  have  been,  perform- 
ing telegraphists'  work.  If  so,  why  are  these 
officers  not  appointed,  and  their  rightful  in- 
creases allowed  them? 

I  have  now  been  furnished  with  the  fol- 
lowing replies — 

I.  Positions  for  telegraphists  have  been  pro- 
vided to  the  full  extent  of  the  provision  made 
on  the  Estimates  for  1907-8. 

3.  Thirty-five  officers  passed  the  examination 
referred  to,  and  of  this  number  eighteen  have 
been  promoted  as  telegraphists  or  to  the  Pro- 
fessional Division.  The  remaining  successful 
candidates  will  receive  promotion  as  vacancies 
occur  for  telegraphists. 

TELEGRAPHISTS,  SYDNEY. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — Upon  22nd  November, 
the  honorable  member  for  Calare  asked  the 
following  questions — 

I.  Is  the  Postmaster-General  aware  that 
telegraphists  employed  in  the  Sydney  Head 
Office  on  the  afternoon  staff  are  frcqaaotly 
called  upon  to  work  extra  long  hours  at  night? 

3.  Is  It  a  fact  that  a  large  {^pfVfJ'fAl^ 
extra  work  thus  entaiie«£ 'ti^i£>^hei3UfM^|jinates 
after  their  regular  working  hours? 
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3.  Is  it  a  fact  that  officers  commencing  duties 
at  10.30  a.m.  are  frequently  detained  until  8 
p.iir.  ? 

4.  Have  representations  been  vade  by  repre- 
sentatives of  the  staff  as  to  the  disabilities  thus 
entailed,  and  what  steps,  if  any,  is  it  proposed 
to  take  to  redress  these  overtime  grievances? 
The  Acting  Deputy  Postmaster-G«i«'aIf 
Sydney,  has  now  supplied  me  with  the  fol- 
lowing information — 

1.  Telegraphists  employed  in  the  G.P.O., 
Sydney,  on  the  afternoon  staff  are  frequently 
called  upon  to  perform  extra  hours  at  night 
when  business  is  much  cbQgested  in  consetfuence 
of  interruptions  or  bad  working  of  the  circuits 
through  adverse  weather  conditions  during  the 
day.  No  case  has,  however,  ever  been  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  Manager  where  any  of 
the'  Telegraphists*  total  hours  of  duty  during 
any  one  fortnight  have  been  in  excess  of  eighty- 
four  hours,  which  would  entitle  him  to  a  claim 
for  overtime,  ' 

As,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  .stations  which 
are  open  till  10  p.m.,  offices  throughout  the 
country  are  closed  by  8  p.m.,  when  conditions 
are  normal,  the  majority  of  the  afternoon  staff 
Telegraphists,  who  commence  duty  at  3  p.m., 
are  released  at  8.15  p.m.,  or  very  shortly  after- 
wards.  They  are  required  to  take  it  in  turn  to 
clear  alt  business  for  the  to  o'clock  stations. 

2.  It  is  not  a  fact  that  a  large  proportion  of 
the  extra  work  performed  by  the  staff  originates 
after  they  have  been  on  duty  six  hours.  Tele- 
graphists while  on  duty  are  called  upon  to  assist 
in  any  emergency  which  may  arise  .after  their 
regular  hours, 

3.  It  is  not  a  fact  that  officers  commencing 
duty  at  10.30  a.m.  are  frequently  detained 
until  8  p.m.  During  the  month  ended  iQth  No- 
vember they  were  kept  on  on  eight  different 
dates  after  6  p.m.,  and  of  these  on  five  dates 
till  S  p.m.  or  later,  the  latest  hour  being  8.30 
p.m.,  on  the  lath  of  that  month. 

4.  The  only  representations  made  to  the 
Manager,  Telegraph  Branch,  were  by  members 
of  the  intermediate  staff,  who  on  the  i6th  No- 
vember, drew  his  attention  to  the  extra  demands 
that  had  been  made  on  their  services  during 
the  past  month. 

He  had  already  given  instructions  to  the  As- 
siitant  Manager  that  arrangements  must  be 
made  to  prevent  the  intermediate  staff  being 
kept  on  so  late.  The  latest  hour  subsequent  to 
the  I  ^th  November  that  any  member  of  this 
staff  has  been  required  to  remain  on  is  5.40 
p.m. 

They  may,  under  exceptional  circumstances, 
be  required  on  occasions  to  perform  extra  duty, 
the  same  as  Telegraphists  on  other  staffs  are  re- 
quired to  do.  The  Manager  has,  however, 
given  instructions  that  they  must  not  at  any 
time  be  kept  later  than  6.15  p.m.  without  his 
special  sanction. 

Overtime  work  resulting  from  conditions  re- 
ferred to  in  answer  to  question  i  cannot  be 
avoided.  Including  all  overtime.  Head  Office 
Telegraphists'  hours,  taken  throughout  the  year, 
average  less  than  6^  per  working  day,  except 
those  on  the  intermediate  staff  (5),  who  average 
less  than  seven. 

Application  has  been  made  for  six  additional 
Telegraphists  to  be  put  on  at  once  to  cope  with 
the  increasing  business. 

Mr.  Manger. 


TARIFF. 

/«  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  (Coo- 
sideraticKi .  resumed  from  6th  Deooniber, 
vide  page  7110) : 

Item  307  (Wicker,  bamboo,  cane  or 
wood)  agreed  to. 

Item  308.  BruAmakers'  woodware  and 
turnery,  including  brusb  handles,  ad  val..  30 
per  cent 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [2.35]. — I  move — 

That  the  words  "  including  brush  handles" 
be  left  out. 

These  handles  will  then  automatically  fall 
under  ftem  309,  under  which  they  will  be 
dutiable  at  20  per  cent. ,  The  reason  tmder- 
lying  my  proposal  is  that  they  are  really 
tool  handles,  and  it  is  thougnt  only  fair 
that  they  should  be  included  in  the  next 
item,  under  which  all  tool  handles  will  be 
dutiable. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[3.36]. — I  should  like  to  know  why  a  dis- 
tinction is  made  between  the  duty  prc^xoed 
upon  this  item  and  that  levied  upcm  the 
succeeding  item?  Both  items  are  really 
in  the  same  category,  and  why  one  should 
be  dutiable  at  30  per  cent,  and  the  other 
at  only  20  per  cent.  I  cannot  understand. 
I  hope  that  the  Treasurer  will  consent  to  a 
reduction  of  the  rate  proposed,  because 
brushmakers'  woodware  and  turnery  are  a 
very  simple  form  of  manufacture. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [2.37]-— The  reason  why  a  higher 
duty  is  levied  upon  this  item  than  upcn  the 
succeeding  one  's  that  all  the  articles 
enumerated  under  it  are  being  made  in  the 
Commonwealth,  whereas  some  of  those 
covered  by  the  next  item  are  not  hang 
made  in  Australia  to  the  same  extent. 
Hence  the  distinction  which  has  been 
drawn.  In  this  matter,  the  Government 
have  adopted  the  reccMnmendations  of  the 
A  section  of  the  Tariff  Commission. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  7th  De- 
cember, 1907  (United  Kingdom),  25  per  cent.,'' 

be  added. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan)  [2.39]-— 
I  am  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  brush- 
ware  company  in  Western  Australia,  in 
which  the  writer  ccmplains  of  this  pro- 
posed increase  of  duty  from  20  to  50 
per  cent  He  says  that ^^^[^ood ware 
specified  in  this  item  forms  ei  important 


Tariff 


[6  December,  1907.] 


{Item  309). 


7119 


part  of  the  raw  material  of  his  company, 
and  that  the  bulk  of  the*  same  is  imported 
from  the  United  Kingdom. 

In  many  lines  of  brusbware,  such  as  scrubs, 
dandies,  distempen,  &c.,  we  have  now  great 
difficulty  in  meeting  tbe  English  and  foreign 
competition.  It  would  suit  our  purpose  If  the 
rate  against  the  United  Kingdom  was  reduced 
to  30  per  cent. 

Mr.  Salmon. — ^At  the  instance  of  the 
Treasurer  brush  handles  have  been  taken 
out  of  this  item,  so  that  they  fall  under 
the  next  item,  and  are  dutiable  at  20  per 
cent. 

Amendment  agreed  to.  - 
Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Item  309.    Tool  Handles,  unattached,  ad  va). 
30  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[2.41]. — I  hope  that  the  Treasurer  will 
consent  to  give  a  preference  to  British  tool 
handles. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  cannot  do  that. 

Mr.-  JOSEPH  COOK.— Surely  tool 
handles  are  a  very  proper  subject  for  a  pre- 
ference. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Under  the  old 
Tariff  they  were  dutiable  at  1 5  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  move- 
That  tbe  words  "and  on  and  after  7tb  De- 

cember,   1907,  ad  val.  (United  Kingdom)^  15 

per  ceut.,"  be  added. 

Sir  WILUAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [2.43]- — I  hope  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  will  not  press  the 
amendment.  It  is  a  unique  circumstance 
that  the  two  sections  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission have  recommended  the  imposition 
of  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  on  these  articles. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [2.43].— I  do 
not  see  why  this  amendment  should  '  be 
made.  Yesterday  we  had  a  long  discus- 
sion about  the  qualities  of  Australian 
woods.  Surely  there  is  in  Australia  wood 
suitable  for  the  making  of  tool  handles, 
and  certainly  there  are  persons  who  can 
do  the  work. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [2.44]-— 
This  item  deals  with  the  tools  of  trade 
of  workers  in  the  country  districts.  It 
covers,  iot  instance,  fork  handles. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Many  of  them  are 
free. 

Mr.  WILSON.— They  ought  to  be  free. 
Take  for  instance  axe  handles.  We  have 
not  suitable  timber  for  making  them. 

Mr.  Bamford. — Dozetis  of  them  arc 
being  made  at  Cairns. 


Mr.  WILSON.— No  doubt  axe  handles 
of  a  sort  can  be  made  at  Cairns,  but 
timber-getters  mostly  use  an  American 
handle. 

Mr.  Bamford.— At  Cairns  handles  are 
being  made  equally  as  good  as,  and  in 
some  instances  better  than,  American 
handles. 

Mr.  WILSON.— 1  think  that  the  honor- 
able member  is  wrong. 

Mr.  Bamford. — I  have  seen  them. 

Mr.  WILSON.— Axe  handles  are  speci- 
ally made  out  of  a  certain  description  of 
American  wood.  We  have  no  wood  similar 
to  that  wood.  This  item  covers  innumer- 
able handles  of  tools  of  trade.  The  old 
duty  of  15  per  cent,  was  quite  high  enough, 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Herbert  has 
informed  us  that  with  that  protection 
handles  are  made  here.  No  doubt  they  are 
making  some  handles  and  making  them 
profitably  too  with  that  protection.  There- 
fore his  argument  is  really  in  favour  of  re- 
storing the  old  duty. 

Mr.  Bamford. — The  honorable  member 
wants  the  handles  made  free? 

Mr.  WILSON.— No;  I  shall  be  quite 
satisfied  if  we  can  reduce  the  duty  to  15 
per  cent. 

Mr.  Salmon.— Why  should  we  reduce 
the  duty  to  less  than  that  which  the  free- 
trade  section  of  the  Tariff  Commission  has 
recommended  ? 

Mr.  WILSON.— As  a  general  rule,  the 
honorable  member  does  not  believe  that  the 
free-trade  section  of  the  Tariff  Commission 
was  right  in  making  a  particular  recom- 
mendation. I  ask  him  to  be  consistent  on 
this  occasion,  and  say  that  it  was  wrong 
in  recommending  a  duty  of  20  per  cent. 
He  must  know  that  throughout  his  elec- 
torate a  large  number  of  tool  handles  are 
used.  Surely  he  is  aware  that  the  greater 
number  of  tool  handles  used  in  mining  and 
agriculture  are  imported  handles.  I  shall 
support  the  amendment,  because  I  think 
that  a  duty  of  15  per  rent,  is  a  perfectly 
fair  one  to  impose. 

WATKTXS  (Newcastle)  [2.47].- 1 
hope  that  the  Comqjittee  will  not  reduce 
the  duty.  If  we  can  compete  with  the 
world  in  making  anything,  it  is  in  making 
the  handle  for  any  tool  of  trade. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— Not  a  handle  for 
an  axe,  because  we  have  not  suitable  wood. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— For  three  vears  I 
have  used  Colonial  handles  iA^Qgt^ush 
just  as  well  as  any  other  handle. 
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Sir  John  F<»ust. — ^Tbe  honorable 
member  broke  a  handle  every  day,  I 
expect? 

Mr.  WATKINS.— I  broke  more  Ameri- 

can  than  Colonial  handles. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Of  what  wood 
were  they  made  ? 

Mr.  WATKINS.— We  made  them  out 
of  spotted  gum  and  blue  gum. 

Mr.  Hedges. — ^Those  handles  are  no 
good. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— Spotted  gum  is  the 
finest  timber  for  making  haiulles. 

Sir  John  Forkest.— To  start  with,  it  is 
too  heavy. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— A  miner,  who  has  to 
lie  on  his  side  when  he  is  at  work,  wants 
the  smoothest  possible  handle  for  his  pick. 
Every  handle  for  a  miner's  pick  is  made 
out  of  spotted  gum,  and,  generally,  by  an 
old  miner,  who  earns  a  few  shillings  in  that 
way.  If  e%'er  there  was  an  industry  which 
could  be  said  to  b6  a  poor  man's  industry 
it  is  the  industry  of  making  pick  bandies. 

Sir  John  Foiuiest. — They  carmot  make 
axe  handles. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— I  get  my  axe  handles 
made  by  the  man  who  used  to  make  my 
pick  handles.  I  hope  that  the  duty  on  tool 
handles  will  not  be  reduced. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  am  afraid  that 
the  honcwable  njember  has  only  a  very  few 
tools  in  his  tuind. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— I  think  the  honor- 
able member  will  admit  that  the  handle 
that  is  required  in  a  miner's  {Hck  needs  to 
be  as  smooth  as  any  handle  that  can  be 
made. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  the  simplest 
form  of  liandle  of  all. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— It  may  be,  but  it  has 

to  be  verv  smooth,  or  the  hands  of  tiw 
miner  will  not  stand.  Honorable  mem- 
bets  can  take  any  timber  in  the  world  and 
have  handles  made  from  it,  but  I  will  bacic 
a  piece  of  spotted  gum  against  any  of 
them.  It  can  resist  a  greater  breaking 
strain  than  any  timber  that  can  be  im- 
ported. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[2.51].— This  is  a  duty  which  will  fall  ex- 
clusively upon  the  working  man. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Handles  are  made  exclu- 
sive I  v  bv  working  men. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— What  is  more, 
tool  handles  are  not  made  to  shape  in  Aus- 
tralian wood  as  they  are  when  imported, 
and,  consequently,  men  who  use  them  will 
be  able  to  do  so  much  less  work.    Work  in 

"  bush  is  almost  entirely  done  by  the 


piece.   If  a  bushman  has  an  axe  handle  of 
the  right  shape,  he  will  be  able  to  do  moie 
work  with  less  fatigue  than  if  he  has  a 
badly-shaped  handle.  -  I  believe  that  the 
OTily  handle  that  can  be  made  satisfactorily 
in  this  country  in  ccwnpetitiwi  w  ith  im- 
ported handles  is  the  handle  for  the  pki. 
of  the  miner,  or  something  of  that  kind. 
Such  a  handle  is  almost  straight,  or  tapers 
away  to  the  end.    I  believe  that  Australian 
wood  is  as  good  as  imported  timber  for 
that  particular  purpose.    But  a  handfe  for 
almost  every  other  tool  has  a  turn  in  it 
somewhere;  and  it  is  putting  in  that  turn 
that  involves  labour.    The  output  of  Aus- 
tralian handles  must  necessarily  be  small. 
It  cannot  be  expected  that  we  can  com- 
pete against  a  country   like   the  United 
States,  with  80,000,000  people,  or  against 
Great  Britain  with  her  enormous  popula- 
tion.   Therefore,  this  would  be  exclusively 
a  tax  upon  the  wage-earner.  It  would  mean 
increasing  the  revenue  from   this  source 
frcm  j£4,2So  probably  to  ^5,000  more,, 
and  that  money  would  have  to  be  paid  by 
the  wage-earners.    I  hope  that  the  Trea- 
surer will  give  some  consideration  to  the- 
question  froan  that  point  of  view. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laaneooorie)  [2.54].— 
The  honor^le  member  for  Robertson  has 
enters  a  plea  for  the  working  man  wb* 
uses  tool  handles.  But  the  handles  which 
are  made  in  Australia  are  made  by  men 
wtk>  are  working  "  on  their  own,"  and  not 
in  factories.  X  have  in  my  mind  a  num- 
ber of  men  in  my  own  electorate  who  have 
brought  up  their  families  by  maldng 
handles  for  tools.  Tiiey  have  been  able 
to  do  this  work  owing  to  the  protection 
they  had  under  the  old  Victorian  Tariff. 
The  wood  they  have  used  for  mak- 
ing handles  has  been  ironbark,  which  wears 
down  to  a  very  smooth  surface,  and  com- 
plies with  the  conditions  correctly  men- 
tioned by  the  honorable  member  for  New- 
castle. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^We  are  speaking 
about  axe  handles. 

Mr.  SALMON.— What  are  thev  made 
of? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Hickory. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  onderstand  that  diey 
are  made  of  ash. 

Mr.  W.WIC1N9. — Ninety  per  cent,  of 
them  are  made  of  ash. 

Mr.  SALMON.—The  JarifT  Commis- 
sion report  says  t)(yifed^h^}Ci«©tfteiif  Im- 
ported ash. 
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Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — Do  the  men  in 
ihe  honorable  menJier's  electorate  make 
fceot  vwxi  handles  ? 

Mr.  SALMON.— They  make  splendid 
bandies,  which  are  preferred  to  the  im- 
ported article.  It  is  only  because  of  the 
duty  that  they  have  been  able  to  do  it. 
They  also  make  handles  vith  cunws  in 
them. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^All  that  I  am  ask- 
ing for  is  5  per  cent,  preference. 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  asking  for  more  than  both  sections 
of  the  Tariff  Ctmunission  rccMnmended. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  Tariff 
Commission  were  willing  to  grant  a  pre- 
ference. 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  Chairman  of  the 
Tariff  Commissicm  is,  I  am  sure,  too  good 
a  protectionist  to  say  that  right  through 
the  Tariff  he  is  prepared  to  grant  5  per 
cent,  as  a  preference.  Honorable  members 
opposite  are  not  treating  fairly  those  of 
us  who  believe  in  preference  when  they 
come  along  with  these  demands  for  a  re- 
daction of  duty  on  such  an  article. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Is  it  always  to  be 
preference  up,  and  never  preference  down  ? 
That  is  absolutely  sham  preference. 

Mr.  SALMON. — I  want  to  assure  hon- 
orable members  that  this  is  an  industry  that 
is  not  carried  on  by  big  capitalists.  It  is 
a  means  of  livelihood  to  a  large  number 
of  men  who  are  living  in  the  bush. 

Sir  John  Fqkkest. — ^What  wood  do  they 
use  for  axe  handles  ? 

Mx.  SALMON.— They  use  principally 
imported  wood  for  making  ax£  handles ; 
but  not  for  making  pick  handles. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cochc — What  does  the 
honorable  member  for  Newcastle  Eay  to 
that? 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  was  asked  a  ques- 
tion  as  to  what  wood  is  used  in  my  elec- 
torate, where  spotted  gum  is  tkit  grown. 
I  am  pleading  for  men  who  are  making 
these  goods,  and  making  them  well. 

Sir  JoHM  FoRiEST. — How  many  of 
them  are  there? 

Mr.  SALMON. — They  are  hardly  worth 
considering,  I  suppose,  in  the  right  h<xi- 
orable  member's  opinion.  His  ideas  are 
too  large  to  consider  the  interests  of  such 
meo  as  these,  who  have  luougbt  up  their 
fanulies  by  means  of  this  indiutry  and  are 
good  citiAns. 

Mr.  Fuller. — Where  do  they  sell  their 


Mr.  SALMON.— They  sell  them  locally. 
It  is  all  very  well  for  those  who  are  in- 
terested in  large  tracts  of  foiest  country, 
which  they  have  taken  up  for  purpcues  of 
exploitation,  to  endeavour  to  get  thes^ 
special  concessions.  But  I  notice  that  they 
are  tiot  so  anxioiiE  for  reductions  of  duty 
when  we  are  dealing  with  timber.  I  do 
plead  with  honorable  members  to  recollect 
that  this  is  noi  a  large  capitalistic  indus- 
try, but  one  carried  on  by  individuals  who 
work  hard  for  their  living,  TlKwe  who 
vote  to  take  away  from  these  men  the  onJy 
means  of  subsistence  which  they  have,  are 
taking  upon  themselves  a  very  grave  re- 
sponsibility. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantte)  fa.sp].— 
We  have  been  supplied  with  a  lot  of  use- 
less knowledge  about-  axe  handles,  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Newcastle  has  told 
us  that  pick  handles  for  miners  can  be 
made  out  of  spotted  gum.  They  can  be 
made  out  of  deal,  so  far  as  that  goes,  and 
can  be  worn  down  very  smooth.  But  when 
a  man  has  to  get  his  living  by  swinging 
an  axe  he  most  have  a  handle  so  cut  as 
to  make  the  blade  fall  with  the  greatest 
possible  weight  where  it  is  wanted,  and 
as  true  as  can  be.  An  axe  handle  is  quite 
different  from  a  pick  handte.  I  have  no 
desire  to  irrterfere  with  the  Newcastle 
miners.  If  they  duKMe  to  encourage  their 
old  men  to  make  (nek  handles  and  scrape 
them  smooth  with  a  bit  of  glass  paper, 
let  them  do  it.  But  we  have  in  Western 
Australia  4,000  or  5,000  men  engaged  in 
the  timber  industry. 

Mr.  Salmon.—- ^bo  supplies  tbon  with 
axe  handles? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— We  purchase  the  best, 
that  can  be  obtained  in  the  world.  They 
are  made  from  hickory. 

Mr.  Watuns.— Supplied  to  the  men  on 
the  truck  system. 

Mr.  HEDGES. — I  am  connected  with 
two  companies  who  employ  500  axemen. 
We  use  frfrni  21^  to  30  cases  ■  of  axes 
per  month,  with  the  necessary  number 
of  extra  handles.  If  that  experience 
is  not  worth  more  to  the  Conunittee 
than  that  of  a  doctor  or  a  coal  miner 
I  am  very  much  surprised.  We  do 
not  object  to  old  men  in  the  bush 
making  a  few  handles  out  of  whatever 
wood  they  can  obtain.  They  can  make 
them  out  of  broomsticks  if  ^y  like.  But 
the  Committee  should  not  interfere  wth  a 
big  industrv  sudi  as  w^^j^re^-jjffj^g  in 
Western  Australia.  We  nave  M^posed  a 
duty  of  15  per  cent,  on  some  tools  of  trade^ 
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I  do  not  object  to  a  reasonable  duty — say 
15  per  cent. — on  these  handles,  which  are 
also  tools  of  trade.  But  those  honorable 
members  who  ask  for  a  higher  duty  than 
that  are  going  too  far.  They  must  recol- 
lect that  the  men  who  use  them  pay  for 
their  own  axes  and  handles. 

Mr.  Storrer. — ^What  do  the  companies 
diarge  the  men  for  their  handles  ? 

Mr.  HEPGES,— We  supply  them  at 
cost  price. 

Mr.  Salmon. — This  duty  will  not  fall 
on  the  men  who  use  the  axes. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— I  say  that  it  will. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber supply  his  men  with .  British  axe 
handles  ? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— How  could  I  do  so? 
Hickory  is  not  produced  in  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Then  why  propose  a 
preference  ? 

Mr.  HEDGES.—I  am  asking  that  the 
duty  be  reduced.  Axemen  and  others 
have  to  purchase  from  the  a»npanies  by 
which  they  are  employed  the  handles  that 
they  require.  If  they  were  given  the  full 
run  of  the  store  the  employer  would 
not  be  able  to  get  enough  for  them.  It 
is  necessary  that  they  should  purchase  them 
frcHn  their  employers  in  order  that  some 
ccmtrol  may  be  kept  over  their  use.  I  have 
no  objection  to  the  hwiorable  member  for 
Newcastle  having  pick  handles  made  out  of 
deal. 

Mr.  Watums. — I  am  not  specially 
cemed. 

Mr.  HEDGES.—I  would  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  place  a  reasonably  low  duty  on  axe 
handles,  and  to  allow  the  men  who  have 
to  use  them  to  select  tht^e  which  they 
find  most  suitable. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [3.2]. — In  order  that  h(»u>rable 
members  may  realize  how  great  a  conces- 
sion this  wilt  be  to  Great  Britain,  I  would 
point  out  that  last  year  our  impc»ts  from 
the  United  Kingdom  were  valued  at  ;£948, 
whilst  those  coming  frcwn  the  United 
States  were  of  the  value  of  £2T,^o^. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  (Oxley)  [3-3]  — I  was 
surprised  to  hear  the  statement  made  a 
few  moments  ago  that  tool  handles  could 
not  be  made  in  Australia,  since  I  know 
that  they  can  be  produced  in  all  parts  of 
the  Commonwealth.  I  have  a  small  farm 
near  Brisbane  where,  when  Parliament  is 
not  in  session,  I  spend  a  good  deal  <^  time 
nd  make  from  timber  on  the  ground  all 

'  tool  handles  that  I  need.   I  find  them 


nearly  as  good  as  any  that  axe  impoited 
from  America.  I  think  that  we  ought  to 
encourage  an  industry  of  this  kind,  and 
shall  therefore  vote  fox  a  duty. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  duty  under 
the  general  Tariff  has  already  been  dealt 
with,  and  my  amendment  relates  onlv  to 
a  British  preference. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— I  regret  very  much 
that,  although  the  Prime  Minister  and  the 
Treasurer,  when  in  London,  talked  largely 
of  preterential  trade,  they  have  not  kept 
faith  with  Great  Britain.  The  prindnle 
of  preference  so  far  as  this  Parliament 
is  concerned  has  been  nothing  but  a  sham. 
We  ought  to  be  prepared  to  make  some  little 
sacrifice  to  the  Motherland.  This  Par- 
liament has  not  dealt  fairly  with  Great 
Britain,  and  I  repeat  that  the  promises 
made  by  the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Trea- 
surer when  in  the  Old  Country  have  not 
been  fulfilled. 

Mr.  Deakin. — The  hcxiorable  member 
is  utterly  wrmg.  I  have  done  a  good  deal 
more  than  I  undertook  to  do. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— I  know  that  the 
Prime  Minister  has  done  a  great  deal,  but 
I  have  seen  him  in  this  House  voting  again 
and  again  against  preferential  duties  in 
favour  of  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  BAMFORD  (Herbert)  [3.7].— For 
the  informati<»i  of  the  Committee  I  should 
like  to  say  that  when  I  was  in  the  north 
last  vear,  I  visited  at  Cairns  a  timber  mill 
where  I  saw  tool  handles  being  freely  pro- 
duced. A  shaping  machine  is  used,  and 
the  timber  is  rapidly  converted  into  pick 
or  axe  handles.  First-class  timber  is 
available  in  the  district,  and  a  bushman 
whom  I  met  there  told  me  that  he  was 
taking  back  with  him  a  dozen  locaIly-pn> 
duced  axe  handles,  which  had  cost  from 
IS.  6d.  to  IS.  9d.  per  dozen  less  than  the 
imported  article,  and  which,  he  said,  weie 
not  only  cheaper,  but  better,  than  the  im- 
ported handles. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — There  has  been  so 
much  humbug  in  amnexicHi  with  this  mat- 
ter, that  I  ask  leave  to  withdraw  my 
amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [3.9].— I 
move- 
That  tbe  word!  "and  on  and  after  7th  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  15  per 
cent.,"  be  added. 

tain  tool  handles  could  be  made  hca«  And 
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supplied  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  the  im- 
ported handles. 

Mr.  Bauford.— That  is  under  the  pre- 
sent duty. 

Mr.  WILSON.— The  duty  under  the 
old  Tariff  was  15  per  cent.  Whilst  we 
may  be  able  to  produce  some  excellent  tool 
handles,  I  would  point  out  that  there  is  a 
special  class  of  axe  handle,  as  well  as 
adze,  pick,  and  scythe  handles,  which 
should  come  in  at  a  lower  rate.  The 
statement  made  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Fremantle,  that  it  is  the  custom  for 
bush-workers  to  purchase  their  handles 
fRHn  their  employers,  is  correct,  and  as 
in  some  cases  an  imported  handle  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  this  duty  will  fall  directly 
upon  the  men  who  use  them.  I,  there- 
fore, hope  that,  in  the  interests  of  these 
men,  the  Ccmmittee  will  agree  to  my 
amendment. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  (Moreton)  [3-"]  — 
This  is  a  paragraph  that  might  very  well 
be  subdivided.  It  seems  to  me  that  we 
ought  rot  to  allow  ordinary  straight  tool 
handles  to  come  in  at  a  low  dutv,  but  the 
position  is  different  with  regard  to  bent 
handles,  which  cannot  be  made  here. 

Mr.  Storrer.— They  can  be  made  here. 

Mr.  SINCLALR.— We  may  be  making 
them  on  a  very  small  scale. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Cannot  the  h<M)orable 
member  put  in  a  word  for  Queensland 
timbers? 

Mr.  SINCLAIR.— The  Queensland  tim- 
bers are  as  good  as  any  to  be  found  in 
Australia,  but  I  do  not  say  that  we  are 
making  there  all  classes  of  lient  handles. 
I  therefore  propose  at  the  right  time  to 
move  that  a  new  paragraph  be  inserted 
imder  which  axe,  adze,  and  scydje  handles 
shall  be  dutiable  at  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  (Oxiey)  [3.13]  — 
When  I  was  speaking  a  few  mOTnents  ago 
I  was  infwmed  that  we  had  already  dealt 
wilii  the  duty  of  20  per  cent,  under  the 
general  Tariff,  and  I  was  led  to  lecture 
two  members  of  the  Government  who,  I  said, 
had  failed  to  carry  out  the  promises  made 
by  them  when  in  Great  Britain.  I  wish 
to  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  whether  I  was 
misinformed. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 
member's  informant  made  a  mistake.  The 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  at  the 
time  had  simply  moved  to  insert  an  amend- 
ment providing  that  imports  from  the 
United  Kingdom  should  be  dutiable  at  15 
per  cent. 


Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan)  [3.14].— 
In  my  constituency  there  are  5,000  timber- 
getters,  and  every  one  of  them  uses  an  im- 
l)orted  hickory  axe  handle  for  the  reason 
that  it  is  found  to  be  the  most  suitable 
that  can  be  obtained.  If  Queensland  can 
supply  axe  handles  that  are  equally  good, 
why  does  she  not  give  us  some  evidence  of 
it?  I  hope  that  the  Government  will  revert 
to  the  duty  which  prevailed  under  the  old 
Tariff.  This  item  relates  to  tools  of  irade 
and  will  be  a  tax  upon  the  working  man. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [3.16].— 
The  Treasurer  might  well  consent  to  insert 
a  new  paragraph  relating  to  bent  handles. 
I  feel  disposed  to  support  the  Government 
proposal  in  regard  to  straight  handles, 
which  can  be  satisfactorily  manufactured  ' 
in  Australia  from  locally-grown  timbers; 
but  as  the  evidence  submitted  to  us  this 
afternoMi  is  that  scythe,  adze,  and  axe 
handles  of  the  most  suitable  kind  are  not 
at  present  being  made  fiere,  it  would  be 
well  to  subject  them  to  a  lower  duty. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [3.18].— The 
.■special  pleading  to  which  I  have  listened 
in  connexion  with  this  paragraph  has  occa- 
sioned me  some  surprise.  I  was  brought 
up  in  the  bush  and  have  often  seen  youths 
make  from  locally-grown  timbers  axe 
handles  eaual  to  those  imported  from 
America.  The  honorable  member  for  Her- 
bert has  spoken  of  the  machinery  in 
Queensland  timber  mills  for  making  tool 
handles,  and  we  all  know  that  we  have  in 
Australia  timber  suitable  for  such  a  pur- 
pose. We  have  skilled  men  capable  of 
turning  out  the  very  best  handles,  and  they 
should  receive  some  encouragement.  We 
have  been  told  that  so  far  as  these  articles 
are  concerned  Australia  cannot  compete 
with  America,  but  we  should  not  forget 
that  the  United  States  owes  her  position 
to-dav  to  the  way  in  which  she  has  built 
up  her  industries.  If  w<*  wish  to  succeed 
we  must  encourage  every  industry,  and  per- 
hans  the  day  will  ccwne  when  wp  shall  be 
able  to  export  tool  handles  of  all  descrip- 
tions. 

Question— That  the  wwds  *'  and  on  and 
after    vth    December,    1907,    ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  15  per  cent.."  be  added 
?Mr.   Wilson's   amendment)-  put.  The 
Committee  divided. 

Axes      ...  ...  ...  24 

Noes      ...  ...^  34 

lized  by  ^OOQ I C — 

Majority  ...  ...  10 
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Avts. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Blown,  Thomai 
Cook,  Joseph 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fowler,  J.  Al. 
fraacr,  C..  E. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
C.Iynn,  V.  McM. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvioe,  Hans 
Iryine,  W.  H. 
JobiMon,  W.  £. 


Knox,  \V. 
Mafaoa,  H. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
I'oynton,  A. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Tborasoa,  Dugald 
Willis,  Henrv 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
\V)nne,  A. 

Tellers: 
Bowdeo,  E.  K. 
\Silks,  W.  H. 


Noes. 


Atkinson,  L. 
Bamford.  F.  W. 
Batchelor,  £.  L. 

cats.  J.  H. 

Chanter,  }.  M. 
Chapmao,  Austin 
CooD,  J. 
Crouch,  K.  A. 
Oeakia,  A. 
Edwards,  K. 
Fisher,  A. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 
Mau^,  S. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 


O  Malley,  King 
Page.  J. 

Quick,  Sir  John 
SalinoD,  C.  C. 
Sinclair,  U. 
SjwQCe,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D, 
Wiitson,  J.  C. 
Webster.  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Teller  S.- 
Cook, Hume 
Hall,  O.  R. 


PAIIS. 

Carr,  E.  S. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Harper,  R. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Foxton,  Colonel 


Brown,  Titley 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Liddell,  F. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Livingston,  J. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative 
Amendment  negatived. 
Amendment   (by   Mr.    Joseph  Cook) 
put — 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  7th  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  val.  (United  Kingdom),  15 
per  cent.,"  be  added — put. 

The  Cranmittee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  B. 
I'airbaim.  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  J. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
-hes,  W.  M. 
Hans 
,  W.  H. 
an,  W.  E. 


39 
»9 


Atu. 


Knox,  W. 
Mahon,  H. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dueald 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
W\nae,  A. 

Tellers: 
Atkinson,  L. 
Bowden.  B.  K. 


Nou. 

0'M;illev,  King 
Page,  j: 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G.  • 
Wi'tkirts.  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers 
Cook,  Hume 
Crouch,  R.  A. 

Pins. 

j  tlarr,  E.  S. 
i  Ewing,  T.  T. 
■  Foster,  F.  J, 
Harper,  R. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Foxton,  Colonel 


Bamlord,  F.  W. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Fisher,  A. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Mabney.  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 
Manger,  S. 
McDougBll,  J.  K. 

Brown,  Tilley 
Reid,  G-  H. 
Uddell,  F. 
Pysh,  Sir  Philip 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
LivmgstOQ,  J. 

The  CHAIRMAN,— The  ntmibers  being 
equal,  I  gire  my  casting  with  the 

Ayes. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agneed  to. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  (Monstoo)  [3.30].— I 
move — 

That  the  following  new  item  be  inserted — 
309*"     "Adie,    aae,     scythe,     and  bent 
wood  h.-indlcB,  on  and  afta  Ttfa  Dcoem- 
ber,  1907,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff).  15 
per  cent."  '  ^ 

I  do  not  make  this  motion  with  the  object 
of  singling  out  any  partictilar  industry  or 
to  specially  benefit  the  users  of  these 
handles,  but  because  they  ai«  not  made 
here.  The  amendment,  if  agreed  to,  will 
overcome  a  great  deal  of  the  difikrul^  «x- 
jwrienced  here  in  trying  to  afford  as  *raad\ 
protection  as  we  possibly  can  to  our 
artisans,  while  making  such  tools  of  trade 
as  cannot4>e  made  here  dutiable  at  as  low 
a  rate  as  possible. 

•  Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [3.32].— I 
think  I  rose  before  the  honorable  member 
for  Moreton,  and  I  intended  to  move  a 
similar  amendment,  btit  I  should  have  in- 
cluded all  handles  used  by  mechanics.  I 
would  ask  the  honorable  member  if  be  can 
see  his  way  to  include  medianics'  tool 
handles  in  his  amendment. 

Mr.  SiNCLAiii. — I  am  afraid  that  that 
would  be  too  twg  an  order. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [3-33]  -^  hope  the  amendment  will 
not  be  agreed  to.  Hcmorable  members 
might  just  IS  well  strike  out  the  whole 
item.  tie 

Proposed  new  item  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (PsrramatU) 
[3.36]. — Will  th«  Miniater  agxee  to  a  pre- 
fefemial  rate  in  the  new  paragra^^,  to 
bring  it  into  line  with  snnilar  items?  I 
Boofve — 

That  the  words  "  (Uaited  Kingdom)*  to  per 
cent.,"  be  added  to  the  new  item  just  inseited. 

Six  WILLIAlk£  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer)  [3.37]. — If  the   Committee  intend 

to  go  on  as  they  have  begun,  the  socmer 
we  stop  the  better,  because  the  rate  pio- 
posed  by  the  Government  is  the  old  duty, 
and  is  recommeoded  by  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  the  Treasurer  is 
going  to  debate  the  amendment,  I' will 
withdraiw  it 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Item  jio  (Doors  of  wood)  agreed  to. 

Item  311.  PhotDgnLph  Frwoei  and  Standi 
for  PictuTCft,  Picture  Framei  (on  pictum  or 
otberwiieji  ad  val.,  35  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Panramatta) 
[3.3ft]. — Why  this  extraoc<finary  and  un- 
justifiable increase  frcna  20  to  35  per  cent.  ? 
I  wish  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Tariff 
Commission,  whose  eicample  the  Minister 
is  evidently  following  in  ccMinexicm  with 
this  item,  would  explain  why  it  is  neces- 
sary to  propose  a  75  per  cent,  increase  of 
duty.  I  OHild  understand  some  of  these 
huge  duties,  from  a  protectitxiist  pcnnt  of 
view,  being  placed  upon  articles  which  re- 
quire rare  and  special  skill,  but  this  is  an 
article,  whose  manufacture  calls  for  only 
the  most  rudimentary  skilL  . 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [3  40]— 
A  mass  of  evidence  was  given  with  refer- 
ence to  the  picture  frame  making  industry 
and  moulding  industry.  The  honcvable 
member  foc>  Parramatta  will  find  it  sum- 
marized on  page  479  of  the  report  the 
[Kotectionist  section  of  the  TariflF.  Commis- 
sion. The  manafacturersNXmpIained  that 
they  were  being  inundated  with  cheap 
picture  frames  from  America,  lightly  con- 
structed and  attractive  in  appearance,  and 
that  they  had  to  face  fien%  and  intense 
competition.  They  also  pointed  out  that 
in  Australia,  they  had  to  pay  duty  on  the 
moulding,  wliidi  was  their  raw  material. 
In  this  matter  two  indu^ies  have  to  be 
oon^diBred — the  making  of  raooldings  and 
Ae  making  of  picture  frames.  Of  course 
the  (uctnce  frame  maker  would  like  his 
mouldings  free,  but  on  the  other  hand  a 
number  ol  manufacturers  are  engaged  in 
staking  spIencHd  mouldings  of  Australian 


tinU)er.  Samples  of  them  were  exhibited 
in  this  building  yesterday.  Some  made 
from  Queoisland  timbers  would  defy  the 
world  for  brilliancy  of  finish  and  enel- 
lence  of  workmanship. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — ^We  have  given 
an  extra  protectiai  to  the  makers  of  mould- 
ings. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  Commif.ee 
last  night  unanimously  increased  the  duty 
on  mouldings  from  30  to  30  per  cent.  It 
was  felt  that  we  ought  to  promote  the 
moulding  industry,  which  is  the  basis  and 
foundation  of  the  picture  frame  making 
industry.  Having  increased  the  duty  on 
the  raw  material,  we  should  raise  rather 
than  reduce  the  duty  on  picture  frames, 
the  interest  of  the  Australian  manufac- 
turers should  be  considered.  In  fact,  1 
understand  that  the  honorable  member  foi 
Kooyong  has  received  this  morning  a  let- 
ter, in  which  the  picture  frame  makers 
complain  of  the  altered  incidence  of  the 
duties,  and  ask  for  the  addition  of  an 
alternative  duty  of  4d.  per  foot.  I  can 
assure  the  honwable  member  fdr  Parra- 
matta that-  the  duty  oh  this  item  ought  to 
be  increased,  rather  than  reduced. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [3.43]— I  re- 
ceived to-day  the  letter  which  I  hold  in 
my  hand,  from  a  well-known  firm  ol 
picture  frame  makers.  They  ask,  in  am- 
sequence  of  the  changes  made  last  night 
in  the  timber  duties,  that  therie  should  bc 
added  to  this  item  the  viotds  "or  46.  per 
foot,  whichever  is  the  higher  rate." 

Mr.  DutfALD  Thomson. — We  do  not 
want  those  doable-barrelled  duties. 

Mr.  KNOX. — I  do  not  believe  in  them 
myself ;  but  practically  the  whole  of  the 
trade  makes  this  request. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— They  have  got 
their,  timber  reduced,  and  an  extra  dutv 
<»i  imported  mouldings.  They  ^ould  ^ 
satisfied. 

Mr.  KNOX.— Those  who  write  to  m.^ 
are  responsible  people,  who  speak,  not 
only  on  behalf  of  themselves  as  manufac- 
turers, but  for  the  whole  of  the  trade.  Tlie\ 
point  out  that  there  is  a  big  industry  in 
Melbourne,  Sydney,  and  Brisbane,  and 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  cheap  pictuiv* 
frames  which  are  introduced  from  various 
parts  of  Germany,  it  would  be  hopeles-^ 
for  them  to  expect  to  make  any  profit  out 
of  the  business.  I  have  no  persmal  know- 
ledge as  to  whether  thcnr  representations 
are  correct,  but  they  are  a  most  reputablr 
firm,  and  their  statements  may  safely  h- 
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taken  as  fair  and  reasonable.  They  say 
that,  owing  to  the  importation  of  the  3- 
|)Iy  veneer  to  Australia,  the  importation  of 
.manufactured  frames  had  been  almost 
knr/v-ked  out  under  the  old  Tariff,  with 
I  he  exception  of  a  few  of  very  in- 
ferior quality,  but  if  the  duties  were 
to  remain  as  they  now  stand,  all  those 
■wlia  are  now  making  picture  frames  in 
Australia  must  close  up.  There  must  be 
thirty  firms  manufacturing  these  frames  in 
Australi.T  at  present,  and  it  would  be  a 
most  .serious  matter  to  the  whole  industry 
to  reduce  the  proposed  duty. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[3.47I. — I  wish  I  had  not  spoken.  It 
seems  to  me  that  I  am  in  danger  of  caus- 
ing the  proposed  duty  to  be  doubled.  Per- 
haps T  had  better  say  no  more  about  rt, 
exceiJt  to  move — 

That  the  Vfords  "and  on  and  after  7th  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  val.  (United  Kingdom),  30 
per  cent.,"  be  added. 

.Amendment  negatived. 
Item  agreed  to. 

Item  712.  Lasts  and  Trees,  wooden,  ad  val. 
KWneral  TarilT),  35  per  cent.;  (United  King- 
dom), 25  per  cent. 

Mr.  SIN'CLAIR  (Moreton)  [3.48].— I 
see  no  j us ;ifi cation  for  this  hi;;h  dutv  on 
lasts.  How  does  the  Minister  arrive  at 
the  conclusion  that  it  is  necessary?  The 
protectionist  section  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission recommended  onlv  25  per  cent. 
In  order  to  oTitain  an  explanati<m  frwn 
the  Jlinister,  I  move — 

Thai  after  the  words  "35  per  cent."  the 
words  "and  on  and  after  ylh  Dir-mbcr,  1907 
(Genera!  Tariff),   free,"  be  inserted. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE  (Hume— Trea- 
Kuror)  rV49l- — I  hope  the  honorable  mem- 
Ixrr  will  not  press  tlie  amendment.  The 
duiv  prnrM-jser],  as  against  the  United 
Ivin;:d.'>:ri,  is  recommended  bv  the  protec- 
tionist .'^•■rtion  of  the  Tariff  Commissi<Mi, 
whii  -  ll'o  free-trade  section  recommend  20 
per  (■■•nt.,  which  is  nearlv  high.  I  took 
the  rtv(jrnnn»ndation  of  the  former  for  the 
UniU'd  Kincfiinm  column,  and  propowd  a 
dutv  (>r  '5  TMT  cent,  in  the  Genera!  Tariff 
colnmn,  in  order  to  pix'e  a  preference  of 
ID  i!»*r  ct'iit.  When  bolli  scrtion.s  of  the 
Tariff  Commission  w>  nearlv  agree,  there 
mnst  le  somf  verv  slron?:  reason  in  the 
evidciicr  why  a  substantial  duty  should  l)e 
imp!  isrd, 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [.V50].— I  de- 
sire lo  remind  honorable  memi'ers  of  a  fact 
whiHi  has  wry  often  been  explained, 
namely,  that  the  recommendaticms  of  the 


free-trade  section  of  the  Tariff  Commission 
Avere  intended  to  be  taken  onlv  in  conjunc- 
tion with  a  general  Tariff  scheme,  and  that 
they  hold  good  only  so  long  as  the  whole 
scheme  is  acoepted.  When  that  sdieme  is 
departed  from,  these  lecommendaticHis 
simply  go  by  the  board  j  and  the  Treasurer 
appears  to  have  quite  overlooked  this 
governing  factor.  I  shall  support  the  pro- 
posal to  make  the  item  free. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [3.51].— 
I  hope  that  this  duty  will  not  be  rejected. 
Honorable  members  may  be  surprised  to 
learn  the  immensity  of  this  trade  in  lasts. 
One  witness  said  that  he  was  already  mak- 
ing 250  a  day,  and  yet  the  imports  were 
much  in  excess  of  the  local  production. 
The  Tariff  Cranmission  was  also  informed 
that  it  is  very  desirable  to  have  lasts  manu- 
factured here,  in  order  to  meet  the  con- 
stantly changing  requirements  of  the  boot- 
making  trade. 

(Batman)  [3.«].-Under 
the  old  Tariff  the  raw  material  of  these 
lasts  was  admitted  free,  whereas  now  a  duty 
of  10  per  cent  is  proposed.  The  last 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand  is  made  in  a  fac- 
tory where  forty  hands  are  employed,  and 
where,  if  the  duty  on  the  finished  article 
be  imposed,  the  number  of  emplovfe  will 
be  increased  to  120. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Of  what  wood  is 
trie  last  produced  made? 

Mr.  COON. — I  am  not  so  sure;  but 
lasts  of  the  kind  are  made  throughout 
Australia. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Under  what  item  is 
tlie  wood  of  that  last  made  dutiable? 
Sir  John  Quick.— The  wood  is  n.e.i. 
Mr.  COON".— The  average  wage  in  this 
trade  is  £z  per  week,  counting  men  and 
boys;  and  I  trust  that  the  duty  will  be 
imposed. 

Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydnev)  [3-55]-— Since  this  item  proposes 
to  give  preference  to  the  United  Kingdom 
I  thmk  I  shall  be  in  order  in  calling  the 
attention  of  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs  to  an  announcement  which  ap- 
pears in  the  newspapers  of  this  morning. 
It  would  appear  that  the  Department  or 
the  Minister— I  do  not  know  which— is 
now  legislating  by  regulation  in  a  different 
wav  from  that  intended  by  Parliament; 
and  the  seriousness  of  the  position  leads 
me  to  call  attention  to  the  matter  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  The  will  of 
Parliament  ought  to  be  carried  out  by  the 
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Minister  and  the  Department;  and  I  call 
attention  to  the  following  announcement 
in  this  morning's  Melbourne  Age. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  ask  the  honor- 
able member  not  to  go  into  this  matter 
fully,  or  he  will  open  up  a  general  discus* 
sioh  on  the  question  of  preference. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  have 
no  desire  to  cause  a  general  debate  on  the 
questi(xi,  but  merely  to  inquire  whether 
regulations  have  been  made  as  stated  by 
the  newspaper.  The  aimouncement  is  as 
follows — 

The  "A"  certificate  makes  the  manafacturer 
or  supplier  of  goods  in  Great  Britain  certify 
that  all  the  goods  set  out  in  a  given  iiiToice  are 
"  band  fide  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  that  a  substantial  por- 
tion of  the  labour  of  that  country  has  entered 
into  the  production  of  every  manufactured 
article  included  in  the  said  invoice  to  the  extent 
in  each  article  of  not  less  than  one-fourth  of 
the  value  of  every  such  article  in  its  present 
roodition  ready  for  export  to  the  Commonvealtb 
of  Australia." 

If  I  were  debating  the  matter.  I  should 
ix>int  to  the  enormous  diflficulty  which  must 
Ir^  created  by  such  a  regulation.  We  here 
decided  that  certain  articles  from  Great 
B  ritain  should  receive  preferenoi,  what- 
ever proportion  of  labour  might  be 
involved ;  but  the  Department  or  the 
Minister  now  requires  that  the  labour 
must  be  equal  to  25  per  cent.  Our  deci- 
sion had  no  reference  to  the  labour  em- 
ployed, but  merely  required  that  the  article 
should  be  produced  or  manufactured  in 
Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Manv  of  the 
goods  sent  from  Great  Britain  to  Austra- 
lia are  manufactured  in  other  countries. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Let  me 
]K>int  out  that  although  sugar  does  not 
grow  in -the  United  Kingdom,  a  preference 
is  given  in  the  case  of  British  confectionery. 
I.s  that  prefererwe  to  be  withheld  in  every 
instance  in  which  25  per  cent,  of  British 
labour  has  not  been  employed?  If  this 
regulation  be  enforced,  there  will  be  not 
only  enormous  difficulty  caused  to  the  ex- 
porter and  to  the  Department,  but  also  an 
absolute  departure  from  the  decision  at 
which  we  arrived,  knowing  that  in  the  case 
of  many  articles  25  per  cent,  of  British 
or  any  laboar  was  not  employed.  In  fact, ' 
the  labour  in  some  articles  might  not  be 
5  per  cent,  of  their  value. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro  —  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms) [4. 31-  —  I  .shall  be  very  glad 
to    give    consideration    to    the  repre- 


sentatims  of  the  hcmcvable  manber 
for  North  Sydney.  In  dealing  with 
this  matter,  our  aim  has  been  to  attain  as 
far  as  possible  imiformity  throughout  the 
Empire.  This  preferential  idea  is  spread- 
ing, and  if  there  be  uniformity  it  will  make 
the  administration  much  smoother.  The 
regulations,  as  a  matter  .of  fact,  are  iden- 
tical with  the  preferential  regulations  in 
other  parts  of  the  Empire;  and  we  must 
be  very  careful  to  give  preference  to  goods 
that  are  really  British,  and  not  to  goods 
which  just  flit  through  Great  Britain  on 
their  way  to  Australia.  If  preference  be 
given  to  goods  of  the  latter  class,  we  shall 
place  Great  Britain  at  a  disadvantage, 
and,  in  fact,  defeat  the  very  object  we 
have  in  view.  I  am  pleased  that  the  hon- 
orable member  has  raised  the  question, 
and  I  shall  look  further  into  it. 

Mr.  DucALD  Thomson.— All  that  is  re- 
quired is  to  see  that  goods  are  the  legiti- 
mate manufacture  of  Great  Britain  with- 
out any  reference  to  the  percentage  of 
labour. 

.  .Mr.  AUSTIN'  CHAPMAN.— Quite  so; 
but  there  must  be  some  clear  lines  laid 
down — some  definition  of  the  goods  en- 
titled to  preference. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— SureU  that  is  for 
honorable  members  to  determine? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN'.— Certainlv ; 
and,  as  I  say,  I  shall  be  glad  to  give  the 
representations  of  the  honorable  member 
for  North  Sydney  every  consideratioiL 
This  question  must  be  discussed  when  the 
Tariff  Bill  is  introduced.  It  is  the  desire 
of  every  one  of  us  to  place  preference  on 
a  fair  and  equitable  basis;  and  in  what 
we  have  done  we  have,  to  a  great  extent, 
been  guided  by  the  experience  in  other 
parts  of  the  Empire. 

^rr.  JOSEPH  COOK  ^Parramatta) 
[4.4]  — I  confess  that  the  point  raised  by 
the  honorable  member  for  North  Sydne'v 
had  escaped  my  observation. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  allowed  the  hon- 
•orable  momber  for  North  Svdnev  to  call 
attention  to  this  matter,  and  the'  Minister 
to  reply.  It  is  true  that  that  was  slightlv 
irregular;  but  I  regarded  the  question  as 
important  enough  to  justify  the  latitude 
iven.  I  must  ask  honorable  members, 
owever,  not  to  debate  further  the  general 
question  of  preference. 
Item  agreed  to. 

Item  313.  Buggy  ShaftGlEtQaiSt  not 
dressed,  per  pair,  as.  6d. 
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Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [4.6].— This  item 
is  the  first  of  a  group  relating  to  parts 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  buggies.  I 
should  like  to  know  the  reason  for  sub- 
stituting specific  duties  for  ad  val^trem 
rates  in  respect  of  these  items. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — All  these  specific 
duties  are  merely  devices  for  concealing 
inordinately  high  rates. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  am  inclined  to  agree 
with  the  honorable  member.  If  we  wi^ 
to  levy  high  imposts,  do  not  let  us  dis- 
guise them  by  substituting  specific  duties 
for  ad  valorem  rates.  The  Treasurer 
asks  that  a  fixed  duty  shall  be  imposed 
upon  buggy  shafts,  bent,  but  not  dressed, 
notwithstanding  that  under  the  old  Tariff 
they  wete  admitted  free.  I  would  fur- 
ther point  out  that  these  shafts  are  a  por- 
tion of  the  raw  material  of  the  coach- 
builder.  They  are  made  mainly  from 
hickory  and  American  ash. 

Mr.  Ch  anter  .  —  The  question  is  not 
worth  arguing. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  coachbuilders  think 
that  it  is.  The  fixed  duty  now  proposed 
would  work  most  inequitably,  in  that  it 
would  fall  equally  upon  the  lowest  and 
the  highest  grade  of  buggy  shafts.  In 
other  words,  the  same  charge  would  be 
levied  upon  the  cheapest  and  the  most  ex- 
pensive shafts.  The  duty  proposed  would 
also  be  a  tax  upon  all  those  in  the  country 
districts  who  use  buggies.  I  suggest  that 
buggy  shafts  in  the  rough  should  be  ad- 
mitted free,  and  that  shafts  bent  and 
dressed  should  be  dutiable  at  is.  6d.  per 
pair,  or  at  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  20  per 
cent. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Fixed  duties  have 
been  agreed  to  in  respect  of  a  good  many 
other  items. 

Mr.  WILKS. — My  objection  is  based 
upon  the  enormous  increase  that  is  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Twenty  per  cent,  would 
work  out  at  about  zs.  per  pair. 

Mr.  WILKS. — In  any  case  T  would 
prefer  an  ad  valorem  rate.    I  move — 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  7th  De* 
cember,  1907,  free,"  be  added. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare)  [4- 13].. 
— This  item  is  important,  in  that  it  governs 
a  group  of  items  relating  to  a  particular 
industry.  I  should  like  to  know  whether 
I  shall  be  in  order  in  referring  generally 
to  that  group? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 
member  may  make  incidental  reference  to 


other  items,  but  he  will  not  be  in  otder  in 
debating  them. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— In  discuss- 
ing this  item  we  must  bear  in  mind  the  ex- 
tent to  which  our  deci.«iion  will  affect  the- 
industry  which  is  particularly  concerned- 
Mr.  WiLKs.— The  small  coachbuilders^ 
will  be  chiefly  affected. 

Mr.   THOMAS  BROWX.— The  dutv 
proposed  will  fall  heaviest  upon  the  small 
coachbuilders  who  are  carr\ing  cwi  o[)era- 
tions  in  country  districts.    We  must  recol- 
lect that  they  have  to  place  their  manu- 
factures   upon    the   market    at   a  price 
approximatiiig   t  hat   at    which   the    1  arge- 
manufactvrers  are  able  to  sell.    There  is 
scarcely  a  country  town  in  New  Smith 
Wales  in  which  there  is  not  to  be  found 
a  blacksmith  who  is  aUo  a  coacUiuilder 
and  buggyraaker.    He  usuallv  devotes  the- 
"slack  "  period  of  the  year  to  the  manu- 
facture of  sulkies  and  buggies,  which  vehi- 
cles are  commonly  used  in  rural  areas.  He 
is  unable  to  procure  his  raw  material  lo- 
cally.   As  a  matter  of  fact  the  greater 
portion  of  it— especially  for  the  lighter 
class  of  vehicles— must  be  imported.  The 
general  consensus  of  opinion  among  buggy 
manufacturers  is  that  hickory  and  other 
woods  will  continue  to  be  imported  irre- 
spective of  the  duty  which  may  be  imposed 
upon  them.    A  high  duty  will'only  operate 
in  the  direction  of  limiting  the  output  of 
\-ehrcIes  made  of  these  materials.   The  con- 
tention of  the  buggy  manufacturers  is  that 
the  proposals  of  the  Government  in  respect 
of  the  group  of  items  to  which  T  have  re- 
ferred will  operate  distinctly  lo  their  de- 
triment.   I  should  like  the'Committee  tO' 
understand  that  this  industry  is  a  verv  con- 
siderable one,  that  it  is  not  concentrated  in 
the  hicr  cities,  but  that  it  is  di.<;faributed 
throughout  our  small  centres.    The  pro- 
posals of  the  Government,  if  agreed  to, 
will  have  the  effect  of  concentrating  the 
industry  in  the  large  manufacturing  shops 
of  the  cities.    Is  that  a  \rise  result  to 
bring  about?    If  the  Committee  is  pre- 
pared to  look  beyond  the  interests  of  the 
timber-getters  some  modifimtH>n  of  the  pro- 
posal immediately  mider  cfmsideration  must 
be  adopted. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Does  the  honor- 
able  member  know  that  this  proposal  is 
equivalent  to  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  cmly 
TO  per  cent.  ? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— The  Coach- 
builders' and  Wheelwrights'  Associatiorr 
have    considered    this  matter,  and  haw 
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placed  their  position- before  the  members  of 
this  Committee.  They  declare  that  under 
the  old  Tariff  they  were  ^labled  to  build 
up  their  industry  to  such  an  octent  that 
t^ir  annual  output  was  valued  at»  ap- 
proximately, jg2,ooo,ooo.  As  against 
that  large  sum,  our  total  importa- 
tions were  valued  at  only  ^10,000. 
The  members  of  the  Coachbuilders'  and 
Wheelwrights'  Association  hold  that  they 
have  so  completely  got  the  control  of  the 
industry,  that  they  do  not  fear  importa- 
tions. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^They  only  assemble  the 
tmpcHted  parts. 

Air.  THOMAS  BROWN.— They  say 
that  they  are  prepared  to  face  competition, 
and,  in  order  to  meet  the  position  raised  by 
the  hcHUKable  muober,  they  are  willing  to 
accept  the  duty  00  the  made  vdiicle  or 
the  completed  parts.  They  object  to  the 
duty  on  the  parts  which  they  use  in  their 
industry,  and  which  must  be  imported. 

Mr.  Watson.— In  Queensland  and  New 
South  Wales,  there  is  an  abundant  supply 
of  spotted  gum  suitable  for  the  produc- 
tion of  shafts. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Do  I  under- 
stand the  honoral^le  member  to  imply  that 
spMted  gum  is  suitable  for  all  this  work? 

Mr.  Watson. — No;  but  it  is  for  shafts. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  have  no 
doubt  that  Australian  timber  will  be  used 
where  it  can  be  doo^  fH-ofitaUy.  But  the 
men  who  are  erjgaged  in  the  trade  assert 
that  for  the  lighter  vehicle  and  the  lighter 
work  in  vehicles,  they  are  compelled  to 
make  these  importations  or  to  cease  the 
manufacture  of  vehicles.  They  say  that 
for  the  heavier  work  in  their  trade  they 
can  secure  Australian  timber,  and  that  they 
use  it  wherever  it  can  be  done  with  advan- 
tage. But  they  contend  that  the  smaller 
parts  fot  the  lighter  conveyances,  sudi  as 
buggies  and  sulkies,  and  the  parts  of  those 
axiveyances  which  require  durability  and 
strength  must  be  imported.  The  asso- 
ciation I  mentioned  state  in  their  circular 
that  the  imports  of  softwoods  amount  to 
about  115,000,000  feet  pe-  annum,  and 
that  out  of  the  large  quantity  required  only 
4,500,000  feet  can  be  obtained  from 
Queensland.  That  indicates  to  what  a 
small  extent,  even  in  those  particular  lines 
which  are  not  the  main  lines  for  which  an 
exemption  is  required,  the  Commonwealth 
is  able  to  meet  the  great  demand  for  these 
kinds  of  wood.  The  association  also  st^te 
that  within  the  last  two  years  the  prices 


of  such  woods  in  the  Commonwealth  have 
advanced  fully  50  per  cent.,  and  that  the 
manufacturers  have  to  pay  50  per  cent- 
more  to-day  than  they  did  a  few  years  aga 
That  is  only  in  accord  with  the  general 
rise  in  the  prices  of  all  the  timbers  that 
are  used.  I  am  not  an  expert  in  this 
matter,  and,  therefore,  I  have  to  relv  for 
my  information  upon  these  who  are  en- 
gaged in  the  trade.  Perhaps  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  read  a  few  extracts  from  a  letter 
I  have  received  from  a  manufacturer  in  a 
coimtry  town  with  whwn  I  am  a^uainted. 
I  know  that  his  opinion  is  worthy  of  ever>- 
ronsideration.  and  that  his  statonents  can 
be  rdied  upon.  He  is  managing  a  com- 
pany that  has  gradunlly  grown  from  a 
fvnali  beginning  to  fairly  large  dimensions. 
He  writes — 

We  have  been  negotiating  to  put  machinery 
into  oni  works,  but  in  view  of  the  duties  being 
imposed,  we  hare  abandoned  tbe  idea. 

He  cancelled  temporarily  the  work  which 
was  being  taken  in  hand  to  instal  the  new 
machinery.    He  continue — 

We  have  been  in  business  for  eighteen  years, 
and  we  have  made  a  success  of  it.  At  the 
present  time  we  employ  about  twenty-five  hands, 
uid  I  must  say  that  bad  we  to  contend  in  Utr 
earlier  stages  with  these  excessive  duties  wc 
would  never  have  built  our  buuness  up  to  what 
it  is  to-day.  We  have  mechanics  who  hare 
"been  in  out  employ  for  years,  nnd  if  these 
duties  are  imposed  it  -will  mean,  in  place  of 
increasing  our  plant,  we  must  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  hands  employed  by  us,  and  our  business 
will  be  one  more  of  repairing  than  of  manu- 
facturing, for  when  the  prices  are  increased 
the  demand  is  always  lessened.  It  would  suit 
ns  to  have  the  additional  duties  taken  off,  which 
I  consider  is  .1  fair  thing,  knowing  that  there 
is  a  specific  duty  on  vehicles,  Sue.  Spring 
carts,  cfrnys,  and  waggon  wheels  arc  nil  made 
from  Colonial  timber,  and  that  shows  clearly 
that  if  hickory  was  procurable  here  we  would 
not  mind  the  imposition  of  the  additional  duties. 

Mr.  Stosber. — Does  he  want  the  duty 
taken  off  tbe  finished  article,  as  well  as  die 
parts? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN. —No ;  he 
wants  a  dutv  on  the  finished  article. 

Mr.  Tudor. — He  wants  the  duty  taken 
off  the  parts  which  he  uses. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN".— He  is  a 
good  protectionist,  like  my  honorable 
friends  who  interject.  It  is  only  the  very 
necessity  of  the  position  that  compels  him 
to  ask  for  the  reduction  of  the  duties  on 
the  American  timbers  which  must  be  used. 
He  savs  that  the  positiwi  has  Reached  this 
acute  stage:  that  thrae  Whd'^^v^  orders  to 
America  for  such  timbers  have  to  wait  f'" 
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a  period  extending  to  eighteen  months  until 
thev  can  be  executed.  So  that  there  are 
difficulties  even  in  getting  the  timbers  from 
America,  and  that  in  itself  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  induce  the  manufacturers  to  use 
colonial  timbers  wherever  it  was  possible 
to  do  so.  If  honwable  members  will  refer 
to  the  Tariff  of  Canada,  they  will  see  that 
an  exapticm  is  made  in  favour  of  hickory 
RTid  the  other  timbers  which  are  required 
for  the  manufacture  of  coaches  and 
buggies,  and  which  are  being  imported  to 
Australia.,  The  same  thing  obtains  in  New 
Zealand;  in  fact,  in  every  protecti<mist 
country  in  which  those  special  timbers  are 
not  grown.  In  such  countries  these  tim- 
bers are  regarded  as  the  raw  materials  of 
the  coachbuilders  and  wheelwrights,  and 
because  they  cannot  be  locally  produced 
they  are  placed  on  the  free  list  We  are 
asked  by  the  Coachbuilders'  and  Wheel- 
wrights' Association  to  follow  the  examples 
of  those  countries.  They  ask  that  the 
specific  duties  generally  be  eliminated,  and 
replaced  with  ad  valorem  duties.  They 
hold  that  a  specific  duty  falls  as  heavily 
on  the  lighter  and  less  expensive  vehicle 
as  on  the  heavier  and  m<Mre  expensive 
vehicle.  The  less  expensive  vehicles  are 
used  by  the  poorer  classes,  and  if  these 
duties  are  retained  the  burden  of  this  taxa- 
tion will  fall  upon  them  in  a  measure  out 
of  proportion  to  their  more  wealthy  coun- 
trymen. As  regards  their  raw  material, 
this  association  have  expressed  their  readi- 
ness to  accept  the  old  duties.  They  re- 
commend that  the  more  complete  the 
manufactured  article  is  the  higher  ad  val- 
orem duty  it  should  bear,  until  the  com- 
pleted article  is  reached,  when,  of  course, 
they  are  prepared  to  accept  any  duty  which 
the  Committee  may  impose,  so  far  as  ns 
maximum  is  owroemed.  The;,-  ask  that 
in  the  interests  of  their  industry  their  re- 
presentations may  receive  the  favorable 
oHisideratiw  of  the  Committee.  Whether 
they  be  free-traders  or  protectionists,  they 
are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  this 
schedule,  if  it  is  passed,  will  do  a  very 
grave  injury  to  their  industry ;  and  that 
a  number  of  the  articles  which  are  heavily 
taxed  in  the  interest  of  Australian  timbers 
must  be  imported  because  they  cannot  be 
produced  here.  I  am  prepared  to  support 
the  amendment  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Dalley,  because  under  the  old  TariflF 
this  industry  was  able  to  so  completely 
— "^ture  the  consumption  in  the  Cnnmon- 
th  that  less  than  ^^lo.ooo  covered  the 
tat  ions. 

>.  TMcmat  BrcwH. 


Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [4.34]. — 
There  is  evidently  some  mistake  with  re- 
gard to  this  item,  because  the  Treasurer 
has  just  stated  that  the  duty  is  equal  to 
only  10  per  cent.  He  mtjst  hare  taJcen  the 
price  to  refer  to  a  dozen  instead  of  a  gross. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No;  I  said  that 
that  had  been  reported  to  me. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— X  think  that  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  will  acknowledge  that 
there  is  something  wrimg  about  the  item. 
I  find  that  the  duty  is  equal  to  over  100 
per  cent.  From  the  most  reliable  pec^e 
in  Melbourne,  Messrs.  Ewing  and  Com- 
pany, I  have  just  learned  by  telephone 
that  they  can  easily  land  hickory  shafts  at 
3s.  per  pair,  and  hickory  poles  at  5s. 
each.  I  ask  the  Minister  to  rectmsider  the 
itwn,  or  to  procure  further  information. 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne. — I  am  waiting  for 
some  informaticHi  which  I  expect  to  receive 
in  a  few  minutes. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— It  appears  to  me  that 
all  the  items  from  313  to  320  are  affected. 
If  the  Minister's  information  is  wnwig  in 
one  case,  it  is  wrong  in  all  the  others.  I 
would  suggest  that  the  words,  "  including 
poles,  swingle-bars  and  shaft  bars  made  of 
hickory  in  the  rough — free,"  be  added  to 
the  item.  If  the  Minister  will  not  consent 
to  that,  it  appears  to  me  that  we  shall  have 
to  take  the  whole  of  {hese  items  separately. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [4.36]. — There  seems  to  have  been 
a  mistake  in  this  instance.  The  calcula- 
tion has  been  made  per  dozen  instead  of 
per  gross.  The  officers  now  tell  me  that 
the  percentage  is  much  higher  than  was  at 
first  stated.  I  think  that  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  have  an  ad  valorem  duty. 

Mr.  Tudor. — The  free-trade  sectiwi  of 
the  Tariff  Commission   recommended  20 

per  CCTit. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  not  going 
to  take  as  low  a  duty  as  20  per  cent. 
Perhaps  duties  of  25  per  cent,  and  35  per 
cent,  would  meet  the  cas& 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [4.40I.— I  am 
glad  that  the  Treasurer  has  dropped  the 
idea  of  having  a  fixed  duty  in  preference 
to  an  ad  valorem.  I  should  like  to  meet 
him,  provided  he  does  not  propose  too 
high  a  duty.  I  ask  leave  io  withdsaw  my 
amendment.         Digitized  by  V^OOg  IC 

Amendment^       leave,  withdrawn. 
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Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluak  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  7th  Dc- 
cc-rabei,  1907,  ad  val.  (General  TarilT),  30  per 
cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  35  [>er  cent.,"  be 
added. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  314.  Buggy  shafts,  bent  and  dressed, 
per  pair,  3s.  6d. 

Item  315.  Shafts,  n.e.i.,  in  the  rough,  per 
pair,  31. 

Item  316.  SbafU,  n.e.i.,  drcued,  per  pair, 
4*- 

Item  317.    Bent  poles,  rough,  each,  as.  6d. 
Item  318.    Bent  poles,  dressed,  each,  3s.  6d. 
Item  319.    Whiffle  tree  bars,  per  doten,  31. 
Item  330.    Shaft  bars,  per  dosen,  4a.  6d. 

Amendments  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to— 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  7th  De- 
cembcr,  1907,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  30  per 
cent.  ;  (United  Kingdom),  35-  per  cent.,"  be 
added  to  items  314  to  330. 

Item  32t.  Casks,  barrels,  and  vats,  n.e.i.,  fall 
or  empty,  ad  val.,  35  per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [4.45]. — I  move — 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  7th  De- 
cember, 1907 — Item  321.  Casks,  barrels,  and 
vats,  n.e.i.  (intended  to  contain  liquids),  empty 
or  containing  goods  not  subject  to  ad  val.  duty, 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  35  per  cent. ;  (United 
Kingdom),  30  per  cent.,"  be  added. 

The  reasons  for  this  amendment  are  that 
experience  of  the  new  item  has  shown  that 
in  practically  every  instance  in  which  casks 
containing  dry  goods  or  goods  other  than 
fluids  are  imported,  the  casks  are  to  all 
intents  and  puiposes  of  no  value  when 
emptied  of  their  imported  contents.  Such 
casks  as  those  containing  f ickled  cabbage, 
olives,  sheep  dip,  &c.,  hzye  been  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  Department  as 
being  casks  which  are  valueless  after  being 
emptied  of  their  imported  contents. 
Hitherto,  the  practice  of  the  Department 
has  been  to  deal  with  each  case  on  its 
merits,  and  allow  the  casks  to  be  entered  as 
of  no  value  for  duty  in  those  cases  in 
which  they  were  of  no  value  as  casks  when 
emptied.  Whilst  a  strict  reading  of  the 
present  wording  of  this  item  would  require 
that  the  value  of  the  casks  containing 
goods  subject  to  ad  valorem  duty  should  be 
included  in  the  value  of  those  goods  for 
duty,  and.  in  additi<xi.  that  the  special 
duty  placed  on  casks  under  this  item  should 
he  charged,  the  practice  of  the  Department 
is  to  charge  only  the  special  duty  under 
this  item,  and  to  exclude  the  value  of  the 
casks  from  the  value  of  their  ad  vahrem 
ccmtents  for  dutv.  The  proposed  amend- 
ment will  give  legislative  effect  to  this 


practice,  and  will  afford  relief  both  to  the 
Department  and  to  the  public  without  in- 
juring the  local  coopering  trade.  The  .sub- 
stance of  the  explanation  which  I  have 
given  is  that  when  casks  are  imported  con- 
taining such  goods  as  printers'  ink  or 
olives  they  are  of  no  further  use.  There- 
fore, it  is  not  considered  fair  to  charge 
duty  on  them.  But  when  wine  casks  or 
whisky  casks,  whicli  can  be  used  again, 
are  brought  in,  duty  is  charged  on  them. 
It  is  most  unfair  to  charge  duty  cm  casks 
which  simply  have  to  be  broken  up  for 
firewood. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North  Syd- 
ney) [4.50]. — The  Minister  under  this  item 
is  proposing  to  charge  a  special  duty  on 
packages  which  are  necessary  to  the  safe 
conveyance  of  goods  to  their  place  of  des- 
tination, although  we  have  already  decided 
that  when  iron  tanks  are  used  for  this  pur- 
pose— and  they  are  saleable  at  prices 
nearer  their  cost  than  are  any  other  pack- 
ages— they  shall  be  admitted  duty  free. 

Mr.  Maugeb. — Casks  are  in  a  different 
category  from  tanks. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  do  not 
think  so.  The  casks  in  which  goods  are 
brought  here  cannot  be  made  in  the  coum- 
try,  and  if  a  duty  of  35  per  cent,  is 
cliargbd  on  them,  it  will  in  many  cases 
greatly  increase  the  gross  duty  on  their 
contents,  which  may  be  dutiable  nominally 
at  much  lower  rates.  Sc«netimes_  casks 
have  to  be  used  for  the  importation  of  com- 
paratively cheap  goods,  or  of  goods  upon 
which  the  duty  is  very  small.  Although 
the  proposal  has  been  put  forward  with 
a  view  to  assisting  the  coopering  industry, 
it  may  really  have  the  effect  of  taking 
some  work  iiom  the  coopers.  Most  of  the 
tallow  casks  and  manv  other  casks  used  in 
Australia  are  made  from  local  timbers,  but 
there  are  casks  for  which  only  imported 
timbers  can  be  used,  and  if  they  are  not  re- 
made from  imported  casks  the  timber  for 
them  will  have  to  be  imported  in  staves,  or 
in  the  rough,  ready  to  be  cut  up  into  staves. 
By  keeping  out  the  casks  we  shall  take 
fr<Hn  the  coopera  a  good  deal  of  the  busi- 
ness in  re-making  which  now  goes  on.  No 
one  would  import  caslu  if  be  could  get  here 
casks  made  of  suitable  material;  ^t  for 
some  purposes  special  timber  is  requisite. 
It  may  be  necessary  to  use  an  absolutely 
tasteless  timber,  or  a  non-porous  timber,  or 
a  timber  possessing  some  oth^  special 
quality  which  CB^tiiMi  ti^BtaififcS)^^  in  im- 
ported wood. 
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Sir  William  Lyne. — Mountain  ash, 
blackbutt  and  Tasmanian  blackwood  make 
better  wine  casks  than  any  that  are  im- 
ported. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Perhaps 
so;  but  such  casks  will  never  be  exported 
to  bring  back  wine,  spirits,  or  other 
contents. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Mav  not  some  of 
the  casks  which  are  importe<i  be  filled  with 
vine  and  exported? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  casks 
which  are  imported  filled  with  liquid  or 
goods  are,  after  being  emptied,  sold  for 
less  than  their  cost,  and  some  of  them  may 
b'.  exported ;  but  I  maintain  that  it  is 
nor  a  proper  thing,  after  it  has  been  deter- 
mined that  a  certain  CMnmodity  shall  bear 
a  certain  duty,  to  increase  that  duty  by  im- 
posing a  heavy  rate  on  the  package  in 
which  it  is  brou^t  out. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — What  does  the  hem- 
orable  member  suggest? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON— I  would 
strike  out  the  words  "or  fulJt" 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^And  allow  casks  to 
come  in  free? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Ves,  full 
ones;  just  as  tanks  are  allowed  to  come 
in  free. 

Sir  John  Quick, — Tanks  are  allolred  to 
come  in  free  because  the  plea  was  made 
that  they  are  necessary  to  die  existence  of 
the  poor  fanner. 

Mr.  Tudor. — Besides,  we  do  not  make 
iron  tanks  here,  while  we  do  make  casks. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— We  do 
npi^  and  cannot  make  the  casks  which  are 
imported  full  of  liquid  or  other  goods; 
because  they  must  be  provided  at  the  place 
of  origin.  It  would  never  pay  to  send 
empty  casks  Home  to  be  filled. 

Mr.  Tudor. — If  no  duty  is  imposed, 
casks  may  be  imported '  filled  with  roods 
much  less  valuable  than  thev  are. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  That 
rould  be  prevented  bv  inserting  the  words 

casks  full,  in  which  goods  are  ordinarily 
ioiported.  free."  There  is  a  similar  pro- 
vision in  the  Tariff  regarding  outside  pack- 
nges.  1  do  not  desire  that  the  Tariff 
shall  be  evaded,  but  we  ought  not  to  place 
on  outside  packages  a  dutv  which  ma- 
teriallv  adds  to  the  gross  duty  payable  on 
the  contents. 

Sir  John  Quick. — ^A  cask  is  not  an  out- 
'ide  package. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— When  it 

itains  liquid  it  certainly  is. 


Sir  John  Quick.— An  "outside  padc- 
age  "  implies  an  inner  package. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  think  it 
merely  implies  coitents.  Would  the  boo- 
orable  member  say  that  where  goods  are 
imported  in  small  packages  within  an  out- 
side package  the  outside  package  should 
be  admitted  free,  but  that  when  the\'  are 
packed  in  it  in  bulk  it  should  not  be  re- 
garded as  an  outside  package?  I  do  doC 
think  that  that  would  be  a  fair  role  to 
make.  In  my  opinion  the  present  prac- 
tice should  ooDtinue.  The  importers  axe 
accustamed  to  it,  and  the  proposed  dunge 
will  create  oonsider^le  confosion,  wiclioot 
giy'mg  effective  {Kotection  to  eoopein.  I 
wish  to  amend  the  original  item  By 
moving — 

That  the  words  "  full  or"  be  left  out. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [5.4]-— 
The  importatioo  of  casks  was  brought  be* 
fore  the  Tariff  Cammissioa  by  a  witnrai 
who  represented  the  Coopers'  AraociatiDn. 

H-:  strongly  objected  to  the  practice  of 
allowing  full  casks  to  be  impwted  free  of 
duty,  because,  when  emptied,  they  have  a 
marketable  value. 

Mr.  Mahon. — As  a  rule,  a  very  small 
one. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK— The  importers 
sometimes  dispose  of  them  at  good  prices, 
and  occasionally  dump  them  on  tbemarlKt 
at  very  low  prices.  Sometimes  tbeae 
casks  are  well  and  strongly  built,  and  are 
very  valuable ;  but  they  are  sacri6ced  or 
sold  at  a  very  low  [H'ice  indeed,  and  thus 
come  into  competition  with  the  locally- 
made  casks  and  barrels.  The  coopers  say 
that  if  a  dutv  were  |;^aced  upon  tbe*e 
casks,  the  importers  would  be  induced  to 
add  the  duty  to  the  price  thev  demanded 
for  these  discarded  casks^  and  that  that 
would  lessen  the  extent  of  thdr  oorap^- 
tion  with  the  locally-made  article  by  bring- 
ing up  their  price  more  nearly  to  that  de- 
manded for  locally-made  casks. 

Mr.  McWiluams. — As  a  rule,  thev  are 
sold  for  whatever  thev  will  bring. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Verv  often  they 
are  almost  given  away,  and  it  is  on  that 
account  the  -local  coopers  complain  that 
they  come  into  competition  with  the  caslES 
locallv  made. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thowson.— The  impon- 
ti<m  of  a  dutv  would  not  prevent  the  im- 
portation of  these  casks. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  admit  that  they 
will  continue  to  be  imported,  but  they  are 
a  valuaUe  commodity.     A  cade  importad 
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full  of  brandy  or  whisky  has,  when  empty, 
a  certain  market  value,  nearly  equal  to  tl» 
value  of  a  new  cask,  and  in  some  cases 
possibly  these  casks  are  of  greater  value, 
because  they  have  been  matured,  than  are 
new  casks. .  The  coopers  say  that  these 
second-hand  casks  have  a  life  of  from  ten 
to  twenty  yean. 

Mr.  Frazek. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber think  that  the  impositioa  of  a  duty 
would  lead  to  a  diminution  in  the  numbar 
of  casks  imported? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— No;  the  coopers 
admit  that  thev  will  stil!  come  in,  but 
they  say  that  if  a  duty  be  imposed  they 
will  have  an  added  value,  and  so  will  not 
compete  on  such  advamageoos  terms  with 
locally-made  casks. 

Mr.  DUCAI.D  Thomson. — These  casks 
will  still  sell  at  exactly  the  same  price 
here. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— No;  they  wouM 
sell  at  present  prices,  plus  the  duty. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS.— What  addition  to 
the  price  would  the  duty  involve? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.  —  I  believe  that 
brandy  and  whisky  casks  are  sold  at  fron 
£r  to  2?s.  each. 

Mr.  Hans  iRvna,— They  are  worth 
about  £1  each. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  duty  would 
therefore  amount  to  5s.  or  6fi.  on  each 
cask,  and  the  local  coopers  say  that  it 
would  cause  these  discarded  casks  to'  be 
sold  at  a  higher  rate,  and  that  they  would 
not  thai  c«ne  into  such  severe  competition 
with  new  casks  locally  made. 

Mr.  Fbazer.  —  Are  not  the  importers 
more  likdy  to  charge  the  increased  duty 
on  the  liquid  whkh  the  casks  contaon? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  do  not  think 
they  would  increase  the  price  of  the  cifti- 
tents  to  the  consumer  by  the  amowit  of 
the  duty  imposed  on  the  casks.  I  think 
they  woold  try  to  recover  the  duty  by 
charging  more  fo*  the  empty  casks,  and 
that  wooW  to  scwne  extent  jprevent  them 
being  dumped  on  the  market  as  they  are 
at  the  present  time  in  competitkn  with  the 
new  casks  locally  made.  That  is  the 
coopers'  case,  and  I  think  thefe  is  a  preat 
deal  in  it.  If  these  casks  were  sold  at 
their  legitimate  value  there  would  not  be 
the  same  competition  with  locally-made 
casks. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  honorable 
member  will  not  find  importers  selling 
casks  at  a  peraty  tera  than  they  can  get  for 
them. 


Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— One  witness  who 
appoued  b^ore'  the  Tariff  Coramissicm 
said  that,  in  Victoria  alone,  upwards  of 
15,000  second-hand  casks  are  placed  on  the 
market  every  year  in  competiti<Mi  with  new 
casks  locally  made.  I  think  that  the  pro- 
posal submitted  by  the  Treasurer  is  better, 
because  more  discriminating,  than  that  re- 
commended by  the  Tariff  Ccumnission.  It 
will  not  impose  a  duty  on  ink  casks,  pitch 
casks,  or  other  casks  that  have  no  market- 
able value  when  «nptied  of  their  contents, 
but  only  on  casks  whidi  have  a  legitimate 
and  ccxisiderable  market  value.  I  think 
that  is  a  fair  thing. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [5.11].— I 
feel  disposed  to  vote-  in  favour  of  a  sub- 
stantia! duty  in  order  thyt  the  work  of 
making  casks  shall  be  retained  for  our  locat 
coopers.  I  am  prepared  to  be  guided  by 
the  advice  of  the  autiiorities  on  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  duty  should  be  a  fixed 
or  an  (1^  valorem  duty.  But  I  must  say 
that  on  the  question  now  befwe  the  Com- 
mittee the  argument  to  whfch  we  have 
listened  frcxn  the  honorable  member  for 
Bendigo  is  quite  beside  the  mark.  I  could 
understand  the  honorable  member  pleading 
for  a  special  duty  on  full  casks  if  that 
would  have  the  effect  of  reducing  the  num- 
ber imported,  because  that  would  give  a 
wider  market  to  the  Australian  industry. 

Sir  John  Quick. — We  have  put  a  duty 
on  full  bottles. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  honorable  member 
admits  that  the  imposition  of  a  duty  on  full 
casks  would  not  reduce  by  a  single  cask 
the  number  impwted.  Therefcwe,  the 
only  possible  result  cA  the  imposition  of 
sudi  a  duty  would  be  to  add  to  the  cost 
of  the  contents  imported  in  these  casks,  an<Z 
the  argument  that  it  would  lessen,  the  ccan- 
petition  with  the  locally-made  article  is 
immediately  exploded.  I  remind  hmorable 
members  of  the  course  adopted  by  the 
Committee  in  dealing  with  tanks  imported 
as  packages  for  goods,  and  which  also 
ccane  into  competition  with  a  local  in- 
dustry. 

Mr.  Mathews. — That  was  dwie  in  the 
interests  of  the  *' pow  farmer." 

Mr.  FRAZER. — ^It  would  be  verv  much 
easier  to  find  other  means  for  importing 
the  goods  whidi  are  imported  in  tanks  than 
it  would  be  to  find  other  means  of  im- 
porting the  liquids  which  are  now  imported 
in  casks.  The  appeal  for  the  poor  farmer, 
as  the  honorable  member  for  Melbourne 
Ports  says,  might  have  led  the  Committee 
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to  take  the  course  it  did  in  dealing  with 
full  tanks,  but  that  does  not  alter  the 
position  in  this  case.  Casks  will  continue 
to  be  imported  whether  a  duty  is  imposed 
upon  them  or  not,  and  they  must  continue 
to  cone  into  competition  with  the  local 
article. 

Mr.  Mathews. — ^Yes;  but  by  placing  a 
duty  on  full  casks  the  importers  would  be 
induced  to  charge  a  higher  price  foi  them 
when  their  contents  have  b^n  discharged. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  ask  the  iionorable 
member  to  say  whether  he  thinks  the  im- 
porters would  give  these  casks  away,  or 
would  sell  them  for  zs.,  if  they  could  get 
4s.  for  them?  Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber really  believe  that  the  imposition  of  the 
duty  would  give  these  casks  an  increased 
value? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — They  are 
waste  products  after  the  importers  have 
done  with  them,  but  they  get  what  they 
can  for  them. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— These  casks  may  be 
waste  products,  but  they  have  a  certain 
value,  and  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand 
how  the  imposition  of  a  dutv  upon  them 
will  increase  their  value,  which  must  be 
determined  by  their  fitness  for  any  use  to 
which  it  might  be  desired  to  put  them. 
I  think  the  best  thing  we  can  do  is  to  main- 
tain the  ocmditions  which  prevailed  under 
the  old  Tariff,  and  impose  a  duty  upon  the 
next  item,  which  would  secure  to  the 
coopers  of  Australia  the  making  of  the 
casks  required  in  this  country. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE  (Grampians) 
[5.17]. — I  did  not  desire  to  say  anything 
at  this  stage.  Casks,  barrels,  and  vats 
are  valued  for  Customs  purposes  at  22s. 
fid.  for  hogsheads  and  14s.  66.  for  quar- 
ter casks.  In  the  case  of  bedheads,  con- 
taining about  60  gall<Mis,  the  duty  pro- 
posed would  amount  to  an  added  tax  of 
about  2id.  per  gallon  for  the  casings  alone. 
That  seems  to  me  to  be  an  extraordinary 
amount  of  duty  to  charge  on  casings.  As 
the  honorable  member  for  Kalgoorlie  has 
pointed  out,  liquid  contents  must  be 
brought  here  in  something.  I  wish  to 
see  Australian  woods  used  wherever  pos- 
sible in  connexion  with  all  our  manufac- 
tures, but  I  suppose  it  will  be  admitted 
that  it  would  be  impracticable,  at  present, 
to  send  Australian  woods  to  Great  "Pritain 
for  the  manufacture  of  the  casks  to  be 
shipped  back  to  Australia  with  goods.  I 
am  quite  willing  that  an  effective  protec- 
tive duty  should  be  placed  upon  empty 
casks.     The  people  who  use  casks  do  not 


desire  to  import  empty  casks,  but  as  prim- 
ary producers  they  do  expect  to  be  able  to 
obtain  as  cheaply  as  possible  casks  im- 
ported  with  ccxitents,  on  which  duty  has 
already  been  paid.  I  wish  the  Treasurer 
to  think  that  over.  I  suppose  I  can  claim 
to  have  tried  as  much  to  advance  Austra- 
lian industries  as  the  Treasurer  has  done. 
I  have  had  some  thousands  of  Australian 
casks  made,  but  seven  years  ago  my  advices 
were  that  if  I  shipped  wines  in  casks  made 
of  Australian  woods  thev  would  be  re- 
fused. I  can  tell  hon<»-able  members 
why.  I  heard  the  Treasurer  mention 
mountain  ash  and  also  blackwood  as  suit- 
able timbers  fcM:  casks. 

Sir  WiLUAif  Lyme. — I  said  blackbutt, 
too. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE.— I  have  not  tried 
blackbutt,  but  I  have  tried  blackwodd, 
and  I  am  prepared  to  sell  the  Treasurer 
some  thousands  of  blackwood  staves  to- 
day at  a  twentieth  of  what  they  cost  roe. 
I  cannot  use  them,  and  I  should  like  the 
honorable  gaitleman  to  take  them  off  my 
hands,  because  they  are  beccwning  worm'- 
eaten,  and  are  an  eyesore  to  me.  I  shipped 
a  few  hundred  hogsheads,  and  there  were 
complaints  that  the  casks,  though  they  had 
been  treated  with  caustic  soda  to  purify 
them,  tainted  the  wine.  The  wood  is  too 
bitter.  It  is  splendid  for  cabinet  purposes, 
but  it  is  not  good  for  shipping  wines  or 
liquids  that  must  maintain  a  special 
flavour. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— I  know  that  some 
people  at  Albury  have  used  Australian 
casks. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE.— If  thev  did  thev 
lost  their  shipping  business.  I 'remember 
Albury  thirty  years  ago,  as  the  Treasurer 
does.  I  have  had  large  quantities  of  moun- 
tain ash  casks  made  in  Melbourne.  Thev 
are  of  no  commercial  value  after  they  reac^ 
Londm.  Merdiante  will  not  buy  them. 
At  Home  they  get  a  fixed  price  of  53.  for 
secondhand  hotheads.  The  great  ma- 
jcaity  of  the  Australian  woods,  besides 
tainting  the  contents,  are  too  brittle.  I 
desire  to  encourage  the  use  of  Australian 
casks,  and  would  place  an  order  to-morrow 
if  I  were  told  where  I  could  get  Australian 
wood  fit  to  make  casks  suit^le  for  wine 
for  the  British  trade.  I  could  give  the 
names  of  men  who  have  made  casks  in 
Melbourne.  There  is  little  or  no  demand 
for  them  for  shipping  wine,  though  they 
are  used  for  holdinff  tUlqw  ^Lather  thinei 
The  goods  containa(9ffi^&r3BS^ported 
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have  already  paid  a  high  duty,  and  surely 
it  is  not  desired  to  charge  a  second  duty  on 
the  casks.  As  the  htxtorable  member  for 
Kalgoorlie  pointed  out,  these  casks  are 
practically  a  by-product,  and  are  sold  for 
whate\-er  they  will  bring  in  the  open  mar- 
ket. When  empty,  they  only  bring  5s. 
each  at  Home.  I  imported  a  large  num- 
ber of  casks  from  Sydney  last  year  because 
I  was  shipping  a  fair  quantity  at  the  time. 
I  got  them  put  on  board  at  los.,  while 
similar  casks,  if  made  here,  would  have 
cost  me  ;£i  apiece.  That  is  a  consideration 
to  me,  because  I  can  charge  nothing  for  the 
casks  in  selling  my  produce.  It  is  only 
fair  and  right,  in  the  interest  of  the  primary 
produce,  that  full  casks  should  be  ad- 
mitted free,  as  they  were  under  the  old 
Tariff.'  A  duty  on  them  will  be  a  tax  on 
the  primary  producer.  If  the  Treasurer 
wishes  to  encourage  the  making  of  casks 
here,  I  do  not  object  to  his  imposing  a 
higher  duty  on  empties  than  is  proposed  in 
the  Tariff;  but  I  strongly  object  to  any 
tax  on  casks  that  come  here  full. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [5.24].— I 
rise  to  get  a  little  information  from  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bendigo. 
I  understood  him  to  say  that  if  an  extra 
duty  were  put  cm  full  casks,  they  would 
sell  at  a  higher  price  when  cast  off  bv  the 
importer,  and  that,  therefore,  he  wants  a 
Unty  imposed  so  that  the  competiti<Mi  with 
the  local  article  may  be  lessened. 

Sir  John  QmcK. — So  that  there  should 
be  greater  equality  in  oxnpetition. 

Mr.  MAHON.— The  honorable  and 
learned  memb»  contends  then  that  the  duty 
would  increase  the  price? 

Sir  John  Quick. — ^That  is  the  contention 
of  the  coopers. 

Mr.  MAHON  — But  we  have  listened 
here  for  six  years  to  the  cwitention  of  pro- 
tectionists that  a  duty  always  lowers  the 
price  of  the  article  on  which  it  is  imposed. 
Which  side  of  that  argument  are  we  to 
accept?  At  one  time,  we  are  told  that  a 
protective  dutv  will  lower  the  cost  of  the 
oommodity  to  the  consumer;  but  now  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Ben- 
diRO  tells  us  that  the  imposition  of  a  duty 
will  increase  the  price. 

Sir  John  Quick. — T  did  not  sav  that. 
I  said  it  would  increase  the  nrice  of  the 
second-hand  casks,  not  of  the  locally-made 
cask. 

Mr.  MAHON. — Bv-and-hv  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  will  argue  that 
to  impose  a  higher  duh-  on  an  article  will 
lower  the  cost. 


Sir  John  Quick. — So  it  will  in  many 
cases. 

Mr.  MAHO^J. — It  is  certain  that  the  two 
contenticHis  cannot  be  ri|^t.  A  dutv  can- 
not lower  the  price  in  one  case  and  raise 
it  in  another.  The  difficulty  I  am  in  about 
this  item  is  that,  if  the  duty  on  full  casks 
is  increased,  the  importer  will  simplv  put 
the  increased  cost  on  to  the  price  of  the 
liquid,  and  get  his  profit  out  of  that.  He 
will  still  sell  the  casks  as  he  does  now  at 
the  highest  price  he  can  get.  Being  un- 
able to  get  any  explanation  from  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  .  for  Bendigo 
of  the  enigma  of  a  duty  in  one  case  lower- 
ing, and  in  another  case  raising  the  price 
to  the  consumer — each  side  of  the  case  be- 
ing advocated  by  protectionists — I  shall  re- 
sume my  seat. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[5.28]. — Will  the  Minister  withdraw  his 
amendment,  in  order  to  allow  me  to  move 
the  omission  of  the  words  "  full  or  "  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.29]. — T  have  decided  to  resort  to 
the  old  practice  of  allowing  full  casks  to 
come  in  free,  but  I  shall  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  impose  a  high  duty  on  the  empty 
casks. 

Mr.  Wynne. — Hear,  hear.  Thirty-five 
and  30  per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  propose  to 
ask  for  duties  of  35  and  30  per  cent.  I 
desire  to  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendments  (by  Sir  William  Lynb) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  words  "full  or"  be  left  out. 

That  after  the  words  "  35  per  cent."  the  words 
"  and  on  and  after  7th  December.  1907  (United 
Kingdom),  30  per  cent.,"  be  added. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  332.  Hogsheads,  secondhand,  full  or 
empty,  each  12s. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.31]- — I  propose  to  osmt  the  words 
"  full  or  "  in  this  item  also. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [5.32]-— 
The  coopers  ccmiplain  more  bitterly  of  the 
second-hand  hogsheads  than  of  the  new 
caies.  It  is  suggested  that  the  second-hand 
ones  should  be  dealt  with  separately.  It 
would  be  very  unfair  to  impose  the  same 
ad  valorem  rate  of  duty  on  a  second-hand 
as  on  a  new  cask,  because,  where  the  new 
might  be  worth  £1  or  25s.,  the  second- 
hand, although  nearly  as  good,  would  be 
valued  at  only  from  6s.  to  ids.  Therefore 
an  ad  valorem  rate  would  hardly  be  a  fair 
basis,  especially  as  the  second-hand  artid** 
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might  have  a  long  life  and  come  ioto  com- 
petition with  the  locaiiy-made  article.  I 
am  told  that  many  second-hand  hogsheads 
are  imported  and  sold  at  low  prices.  I 
therefore  submit  that  an  ad  valorem  duty 
would  luA  be  a  fair,  leasonablej  oi  effective 
way  of  dealing  with  second-hand  bc^sbeads, 
and  that  a  foced  duty  'should  be  imposed 
uptti  them. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVXE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.34]. — In  order  to  bi^ng  this  item 
into  unison  with  the  last,  I  ino>vfr— 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  7th  De- 
cember, 1907 — Item  333A.  Hogsheads,  second- 
hand, empty,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  35  per 
cent. ;  (United  Kingdom],  30  per  cent.,"  be 
added. 

Mr.     HANS     IRVINE  (Grampians) 
£5-35]- — Do  I   understand  that  all  full 
casks  are  to  be  free  of  duty,  while  onpty 
casks,   hogsheads,   quarters,  or  whatever 
thM^y  are  called,  are  to  be  dutiiU)le  at  rates 
of  35  and  30  per  cent.  ? 
Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Yes. 
Mr.  HANS  IRVINE.— I  am  perfectly 
satisfied,  and  I  am -suiie  the  trade  will  be. 
The  desire  is  to  encourage  the  use  of  Aus- 
tralian wood ;  but  I  am  afraid  that  in  Uie 
case  of  wines  and  spirits,  a  little  taste  is 
imparted  by  the  wood. 
.  Mr.  SINCLAIR  (Moreton)  [5.36].— It 
is  quite  patent  that  second-hand  hogsheads 
will  be  invoiced  at  half  the  value  of  new 
bo|;$heads ;  and,  therefore.  I  think  there  is 
much  in  the  contention  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Bendigo  that  there  should  be  a 
fixed  duty  in  the  case  of  the  former. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Item,  as  amended,  agm.'d  ta 
Item  323.  Shocks — 
Hogshead,  new,  each,  6s.  6<l. 
Barrel,  new,  each,  53. 
Half -hogshead,  new,  each,  4s.  6d. 
Kilderkin,  new,  each,  35.  6d. 
Puncheon,  new,  encli,  11s. 
Hogshead,  second-hand,  each,  los. 
N.E.I.,  ad  val.,  35  per  cent. 

Sir  WILUAM  LVNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.37]. — I  desire  to  strike  out  the 
word  ''each"  wherever  it  occurs,  with  a 
view  to  proposing  ad  valorem  duties. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bciidigo)  [5.38].— 
An  ad  valorem  duty  in  tlie  case  of  shooks 
will  be  altogether  ineffective— they  are  the 
grt-atest  curse  of  the  coo]>ering  trade.  If 
the  Treasurer  desires  to  give  any  assist- 
ance to  ctx>j)ers,  there  ought  to  be  a  fixed 
diiiv  imposed  on  shooks.  These  are  im- 
ported in  bundles  from  Calcutta  and  other 
pLicos  in  India,  tlie  staves  having  been 
separated  and  numbered  in  (»der  that  they 


may  be  put  tt^ether  on  their  arrival  in 
Australia.  Padked  in  this  way,  they  taUbe 
up  small  space,  and  are  carried  at  low 
rates.  A  hogshead,  originally  wc»Ui  as*, 
in  Calcutta,  is  broken  up  into  a  shook  and 
sold  at  68.  This  is  the  last  appeal  I  diall 
make  on  bdialf  of  the  coc^)ers,  and  I 
urge  strongly  that  an  ad  valorem  duty  will 
be  entirely  ineffective. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Fixed  duties  are  proposed 
in  the  Tariff. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— But  1  understand 
that  the  Treasurer  proposes  to  strike  out 
the  word  ' '  each  ' '  wherever  it  occurs,  with 
a  view  to  imposing  ad  valorem  duties. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.39].— I  have  not  yet  submitted 
any  amendment,  though  my  intention  was 
as  stated.  However,  considering  the  great 
experience  and  knowledge  possessed  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Bendigo,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  allow  the  Axed  duties  to  remain. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [5.40].— 
On  behalf  of  the  coopers,  I  feel  even  more 
interested  in  the  duty  on  shooks  than  I  am 
in  the  duty  on  barrel's.  I  should  not  object 
to  the  duty  on  Hie  complete  barrel  beii^  re- 
duced, btit,  as  I  have  already  tndiciUed, 
the  importation  of  these  shooks  are  really 
destroying  the  coopers'  trade,  which,  as 
such,  is  dying  out.  So  long  as  this  im- 
portation goes  Ml,  it  is  found  impossible 
to  train  apprentices  to  the  coopering  trade, 
because  all  they  are  required  to  do  is  to 
fit  the  staves  together.  The  coopers  will 
be  greatlv  disappointed  unless  there  are 
fixed  duties  or  a  substantial  equivalent. 

Mr,  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [5.41].— I  trust 
the  Minister  will  agree  to  a  fixed  duty  00 
shooks.  As  the  honorable  member  for 
Bendigo  has  explained,  shooks  are  imported 
principally  from  India,  put  together  here 
under  the  circumstances  he  described,  and 
sold  at  about  one-fourth  of  their  value  in 
India  or  London.  They  are  sent  here  be- 
cause there  is  a  better  chance  of  getting 
cheap  loading  from  India  to  Australia  than 
from  India  to  England,  and  they  ba^-e  been 
sold  f.o.b.  in  Calcutta  and  Bombay  as 
low  as  6s.  6d.  f.o.b.,  whereas  the  actual 
value  in  London  is  about  30s. 

Mr.    Mahon. — The   proposed   duty  is 
about  100  per  cent. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— But  it  is  not  100  per 
cent,  on  the  actual  value  of  the  article. 
The  barrel  having  been  used  only  once  for 
the  transit  of  beer,  whisky  or  other  liquw, 
i^  as  valuable,  or  even  more  valuable,  as  a 
seasoned  cask  than  when  it  |i^$^n^l^ot 
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a  single  employer  has  spoken  to  me  an  this  very  outside  is  not  wOTth  more  than  6s.  to 
matter,  but  the  representatives  of  the  men's  8s.,  and,  in  my  c^nion,  duties  of  35  per 
unions  have  seen  me.  and,  as  there  is  a  cent,  and  30  per  cent.  ai«  quite  ample, 
fixed  duty  on  dressed  staves,  thev  suggest  Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
that  there  should  also  be  a  fixed  duty  on  [5.46]. — I  am  altogether  puzzled  about 
shooks.  If  we  desire  to  retain  the  coc^r-  the  recommendations  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
ing industry^  a  fiaed  duty  should  certainty  mission.  Those  recommendatims  are 
be  imposed  based  chi  statements  made  to  them  by  a 

Mr.     HANS    IRVINE     (Grampians)  conference  of  delegates  of  the  Victorian 

do  not  think  that  it  would  be  Assodaticn  of  Coopers  and  the  Master 

fair  to  impose  an  excessive  duty,  seeing  Coopers'  Association,  who,  according  to 

that  these  casks  are  mostly'  used  bv  smaller  ^^e  Tariff  Commission's   report,  declare 

manufacturers.      I  shouM  like  to  know  that  a  new  hogshead  is  worth  25s.,  whereas 

how  many  shooks  come  to  this  country,  be-  a  shook  hogshead  is  worth  25s.  6d.  Can 

cause  it  is  years  since  I  saw  them.  ^  right? 

Sir  John  Quick.— Shiploads  come  here.  Mr.  Hans  Irvine.  —  It  is  absolutely 

Mr.  TuDOK. — About  95   per  cent,   of  wrong. 

Carlton  Brewery  casks  are  imported  as  Mr.  Bamford.— I  suppose  that  is  on 

shooks.  account  of  the  hoops. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE.— If  so,  I  did  not  Mr.  Hans  Irvine.— But  the  cost  of  a 

know  the  fact.     Any  person  who  knows  shook,  hoops  and  all,  cannot  exceed  145. 

anything  of  the  subject  can  detect  a  shook  o""  '5s- 

cask  at  once,  and,  when  empty,  the  highest  Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 

price  is  js.  to  5s.  in  England.  member  for  Grampians,  who  has  bought 

Sir  John  QmcK. — Beer  barrds?  shooks,  says  that  the  value  is  only  141.  or 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE.— Yes,  for  second-  »5»-;  but,  of  course,  the  Tariff  Commis- 

hand  hogsheads;  the  very  utmost  price  »««  accepted  the  sUtement  of  those  who 

is  5s.,  and  it  costs  about  pd.  or  is.  to  make  the  shooks,  and  declare  them  to  be 

the  barrels  into  shooks.  worth  25s.  6d. 

Sir  John  Quick.— I  am  relying  on  the  Sir  John  Quick.  —  We  had  no  other 

sworn  evidence  given  before  the  Commis-  evidence. 

sion.  Mr.  JOSEPH   COOK.— That   is  the 

Kir.  HANS  IRVINE. — I  am  now  giv-  whole  trouble:  it  seems  to  me  that  the 

ing  my  own  evidence  of  what  I  know.  Commission  did  not  get  complete  evidence. 

Sla  John  Quick. — ^But  the  boixMr^Ie  Sir  John  Quick. — We  had  no  time ;  we 

member  is  not  subject  to  cross-examination,  were  told  to  hurrv  up.     I  had  had  quite 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE.— Cross-exaraina-  enough  of  it 
tion  would  in  no  way  alter  my  statement.  Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  can  quite  be- 
Vears  ago  I  used  to'  import  shooks,  and,  lieve  that  the  honorable  member  had  had 
calculating  the  cost  of  2s.  6d.  for  putting  "quite  enough  of  it."  I  am  making  no 
tfw  shooks  together,  with  is.  for  freight  complaint  against  the  honorable  member 
and  other  diarges,  the  actual^  value  is  not  personallv,  because  we  all  know  with  what 
above  12s.  Further,  it  is  impossible  to  rare  industry  he  applied  himself  to  the 
get  more  than  three  good  casks  out  of  five  work.  What  I  am  ptMntin?  out  is  the  one- 
sets  of  shooks.  They  are  used  mostly  by  sided  characfw  of  the  evidence,  and  its 
tiie  manufacturers  oJ  dry  goods  in  the  little  value.  I  think  the  Minister  would 
various  capitals.                 .  be  quite  justified  in  making  these  duties 

Sir  John  Quick. — Are  they  not  used  as  uniform  at  an  ad  valorem  rate.     If  thfr 

rejuvenated  beer  barrels?  coopering  trade  cannot  stand  with  a  "dutv 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE. — They  may  be,  of  35  p«  cent.,  it  is  a  business  which 

but  I  know  nothing  of  the  beer  industry,  ought  to  be  left  to  look  after  itself.  Whv 

We  have  been  told  that  the  life  of  a  cask  coopers  should  be  exempt  from  the  ordi- 

is  twenty  years,  and  that  may  be  so;  but  nary  competition  of  trade,  I  do  not  know, 

ii  the  cask  is  in  transit  constantly  two  or  The  honorable  member  for  Bendigo  sa\s 

three  years  is  about  the  limit.     Beer  casks  that  there  is  a  danger  of  the  industrv  dvin^r 

are  generally  made  of  strong  wood,  fre-  out ;  but  there  is  a  price  to  be  paid  frr 

quently  Australian  wood,   and  are  very  everything,  and,  if  the  industr\"  dies  with 

good.     It  is  absurd  to  impose  a  duty  protection  to  the  extent  <rf"*«j>erlc?nt..  it 

of  los.  on  a  second-hand  cask  which  at  the  will  merely  profii^'Wf^HSreHiS^Voopers 
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somewhere  else  in  ,the  world  who  can  do 
very  much  better  with  less  protectiwi.  The 
great  difficultv  presented  in  all  the  evi- 
dence of  the  Tariff  Cofnmissi<m  is  that  it 
IS  grossly  cHie-sided ;  ncHie  of  it  is  oc»to- 
borated,  and,  although  swcnm  to,  is  ex 
forte  right  through.  I  intend  to  move 
that  th^  duties  be  omitted,  and  that  a 
uniform  ad  valorem  rate  be  substituted  for 
them. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.52]. — I  propose  to  adhere  to  the 
specific  duties,  with  the  exception  of  the 
rate  levied  upon  second-hand  hc^sheads. 

Mr.  Tudor. — That  is  absolutely  the 
woret  article  included  in  this  item,  in  so 
far  as  it  CMnes  into  competition  with  the 
locally-made  article. 

Sir  John  Quick. — I  am  quite  prepared 
to  agree  to  a  duty  of  5s.  upon  seccmd-hand 
hogsheads. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— My  difficulty  is 
to  ascertain  the  value  of  these  hogsheads. 
The  honorable  member  for  Grampians  has 
stated  that  second-class  hogsheads  jire 
worth  about  14s.  each. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — I  said  that  shooks 
were  worth  about  6s.  or  7s.  each,  and  that 
the  cost  of  a  new  hogshead,  unmade,  was 
14s.  or  155.  The  making  would  cost  an 
additional  55.  or  65. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  the  shook 
is  valued  at  6s.  or  7s.  • 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — The  duty  proposed 
is  equivalent  to  more  than  100  per  cent. 
As  a  rule,  these  shooks  are  cut  up  and 
used  by  the  small  manufacturers  in  large 
centres.  A  second-hand  shook  does  not 
find  its  way  to  the  farmer,  because  he  re- 
quires good  casks. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [s-54]  — 
Upon  page  603  of  volume  5  of  the  Minutes 
of  Evidence  of  the  Tariff  Commission  will 
be  found  a  letter  written  by  Messrs. 
Robertson,  Morrism,  and  Company,  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  the  value  of 
second-hand  shooks.    It  reads — 

Re  empty  beer  hogsheads.  Confirming  ours 
of  the  a4tb  ultimo,  iu  order  to  give  you  some 
idea  of  the  cost  of  hogsheads  in  sbooks,  ci.f., 
your  port,  we  beg  to  inform  you  that  at  the 
present  rate  of  freight  this  would  be  los.  per 
hogshead  landed  in  Melbourne. 

That  document  shows  that  a  shook  which 
is  worth  only  5s.  cx  6s.  in  Calcutta  has  a 
landed  value  in  Melbourne  of  los. 

Amendments  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to— 

That  after  the  figures  "  los."  the  words  "  and 
on  and  after  7th  December,  1907,  each  (General 
Tariff),  5s.,"  be  inserted ;  that  after  the  words 


"35  per  cent."  the  words  "and  on  and  after 
7th  December,  1907,  ad  val.  (United  KiaedomJ, 
30  per  cent.,"  be  added. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  324.  Buckets  and  Tubs,  wooden,  a,d 
val.  (General  Tariff),  45  per  cent.;  (United 
Kingdom),  35  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Ung)  [5.59].— Per- 
haps the  Treasurer  would  explain  why  he 
proposes  to  increase  the  duty  upon  tubs 
frcMTi  20  per  cent,  to  45  per  cent.,  and  to 
make  buckets  which  were  ftmnerly  free 
dutiable  at  the'  same  extravagantly  high 
rate?  The  increase  proposed  upon  this 
item  is  10  per  cent,  in  excess  of  the 
recommendation  of  the  protectionist  sec- 
tion of  the  Tariff  Commission.  The  -Trea- 
surer has  inserted  the  duty  recommended 
by  that  pottimi  of  the  C<xnmission  in  the 
preference  column,  and  has  increased  the 
rate  against  the  outside  world  by  10  per 
cent.  I  should  like  some  explanation  as  to 
the  reasons  underlying  his  action. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.0].— The  A  section  of  the  Tariff 
Commissi<Mi  recommended  the  imposition 
of  a  duty  of  35  per  cent,  upon  this  item, 
and  we  have  proposed  a  duty  of  45  per 
cent,  under  the  general  Tariff,  in  order 
that  we  may  be  able  to  charge  the  impcwts 
from  Great  Britain  the  rate  recommended 
by  the  Commissimi. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [6.1].— The 
Treasurer  has  explained  that  it  is  owing  to 
the  reocmmiendation  of  the  protectionist 
secticHi  of  the  TarifiF  Commission  that  a 
duty  of  35  per  cent,  has  been  levied  upon 
buckets  and  tubs  imported  from  the  United 
Kingdom.  But  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mission has  stated  that  in  reoxmnending 
such  high  rates  of  duty,  the  A  section  of 
that  body  had  in  mind  the  maximum  amount 
of  duty.  He  conveyed  the  impression  to 
my  mind  that  its  members  did  not  intend 
that  the  rates  which  they  recommended 
should  prevail  against  Great  Britain,  and 
that  a  still  higher  rate  should  be  charged 
against  the  outside  world. 

Mr.  Wise.— That  is  not  so. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— It  is.  I  spoke  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Bendigo  about  the 
matter,  and  I  understood  him  to  mean  that 
his  idea  was  that  the  duties  recommended 
by  the  protectionist  secti<m  of  the  Commis- 
sion were  to  be  the  maximmn  rates  against 
the  outside  world. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— No. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  am  speaking  of 
what  the  honorable  member  tot  Bendigo 
himself  tt^d  me. 
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Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — ^And  I  am  speaking 
of  what  he  said  in  this  chamber. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  did  not  hear  him 
say  it.    In  any  case,  I  move — 

That  the  words  "  Buckets  and  "  be  left  out. 

Mr.  WISE  (Gippsland)  [6.5].— I  am 
rather  surprised  that  we  siiould  once  more 
be  confriHited  with  a  statement  as  to  what 
were  the  intenttMis  of  the  A  secti<xi  of  the 
Tariff  Cwnmission  in  making  their  recom- 
mendations. The  Chairman  of  that  body 
distinctly  pointed  out  in  this  chamber  what 
was  the  idea  underlying  his  recommenda- 
tions, and  I  have  quoted  his  utterances  in 
this  connexion  n^xyn  more  than  one  occa- 
sion. They  clearly  show  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Lang,  in  making  the  state- 
ment which  he  did  just  now,  is  in  error. 

Mr.  Johnson. — What  does  the  honor- 
able member  jMopose  to  quote  from? 

Mr.  WISE. — From  a  speech  which  the 
honorable  and  learned  manber  for  Ben- 
digo  made  in  this  House,  and  from  which 
I  quoted  in  my  speech  on  the  Tariff  and 
Budget  proposals  of  the  Government  On 
that  occasion   I  said — 

With  reference  to  the  report  of  the  protec- 
tionist section  of  the  Tariff  Commissioa  he  said 
their  recommendations  were  of  a  substantially 
protective  character  designed  to  protect  our  in- 
dustries against  the  whole  world,  including 
Great  Britain. 

Mr,  Johnson. — I  submit  that  the  hwi- 
orable  member  is  out  of  (wder  in  quoting 
an  extract  from  a  speech  made  in  the 
House  during  the  current  sessicm, 

■  The  CHAIRMAN.— The  Tariff  and 
Budget  proposals  of  the  Government  were 
discuBsed  at  the  one  time,  and  the  Yvaaot- 
able  member  iox  Gippsland  is  mtitied  to 
quote  a  passage  from  any  speedi  which 
ha&  relation  to  the  item  now  before  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  WISE. — It  is  an  extraordinarv  thing 
that  the  hcmorable  mamber  for  Lang 
should  think  that  he  has  the  right  to  mis- 
represent the  honorable  member  for  Ben- 
digo,  and  to  object  to  me  representing  the 
views  of  that  honorable  member  correctly. 
At  a  later  stage  of  his  remarks,  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Tariff  Commission  said — 

I  am  not  prepared  to  agree  to  reduction 
of  duty  upon  any  class  of  goods — even  in  favour 
of  Great  Britain — which  would  be  prejudicial 
to  manufactures. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — But  he  is  not  infal- 
lible. The  honorable  member  heard  him 
say  to-day  that  he  was  wrong. 


Mr.  WISE.— I  know  that.  I  only  rose 
to  <x>rrect  the  statement  made  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Lang,  that  the  duties 
recommended  by  the  A  section  of  the  Tariff 
Commission  were  the  maximum  duties,  and 
that  they  were  to  be  reduced  for  pre- 
ferential purposes. 

Mr.  Johnson.— I  said  that  in  answer 
to  a  question  I  put  be  gave  me  to  under- 
stand that 

Mr.  WISE.— I  have  quoted  what  he 
said. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Then  he  has  made  two 
different  statements. 

Mr.  WISE.— He  said  that,  on  some 
articles,  such  as  cutlery,  which  are  not  made 
here,  he  might  be  prepared  to  recoounend 
a  reduction  in  the  duty,  but  that  as  regards 
any  articles  which  would  interfere  with 
local  products,  he  was  not  prepared  to  re- 
commend a  reduction  in  the  duty,  even  as 
against  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[6.ig]. — I  desire  to  ascertain  from  the 
Treasurer  whether  wooden  biu:kets  are 
made  in  Australia. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  should  think  so. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Where  are  they 
made? 

Mr.  Mauger. — They  are  made  under  the 
shadow  of  the  fire  brigade  statim. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— I  thought  that 
a  Melbourne  atmosphere  must  be  surround- 
ing this  item.  Otherwise  we  would  not 
have  been  asked  to  impose  a  duty  of  45 
per  cent,  on  the  old  wooden  budcet. 

Mr.  Chanter. — They  are  made  all  over 
the  Commwiwealth. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  the  house- 
wi^-es  do  not  hunt  my  honorable  frioids 
with  brooms,  they  ought  to  do  so. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendmoit  <by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook)  i»o- 
posed— 

That  after  the  words  "  45  per  cent."  the  words 
"  and  on  and  after  7th  December,  1907,  ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  30  per  cent.,"  be  inserted. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS  (Franklin)  [6.13]. 
— I  ask  the  Treasurer  to  accept  the  amend- 
ment, which,  if  carried,  will  mean  that 
wooden  buckets  will  be  dutiable  at  30  and 

25  per  cent,  respectively.  Some  of  these 
buckets  are  exceedingly  cheap  and  are  used 
very  largely  in  fruit-picking.  The  fruit- 
pickers  constitute  the  powest  class  in  the 
community,  and  as  they  have  to  provide 
their  own  buckets,  a  dutv^f  45  F«r  c^*- 
is  a  heavy  tax  upiiwztheiikjOOglC 
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Mr.  Foster. — Give  the  timber  indnstry 

a  fair  show. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.  —  It  is  rather 
amusing  to  hear  that  honorable  members 
who  refused  to  give  a  piatection  of  15 
per  cent,  to  the  men  who  cut  the  timber 
are  willing  to  give  a  protection  of  35  per 
cent,  to  the  men  in  the  city  who  make 
buckets  out  of  the  timber.  Out  of  every 
two  bucketsfuU  which  the  fruit-pickera 
pick  in  Tasmania  they  gpt  one  bucket,  and 
the  orchard  gets  the  other.  , 

Mr.  Chanter. — Do  they  use  impwted 
buckets  ? 

Mr.  McWILLIA^IS.— Yes. 

Mr.  Chanter. — More  shame  to  them, 
then. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— The  bucket  is  ex- 
ceedingly  cheap,  being  sold  readily  at 
about  IS, 

Mr.  Chanter. — All  the  buckets  required 
in  Rjverina  are  made  of  Australian  wood. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— In  Tasmania  a 
very  much  higher  price  is  paid  for  the  fruit 
which  is  picked  in  buckets,  because  it  does 
not  pulp  the  same  as  it  does  when  pidted 
in  tubs.  The  zinc  bucket  is  tmsuitable, 
because  it  stains  and  destroys  the  firuit  in 
a  short  time.  Wooden  buckets  are  exceed- 
ingly cheap,  and  last  aix>ut  one  season. 
Sometimes  a  family  will  have  to  obtain 
four  or  five  buckets  at  a  time.  The  fruit- 
pickers  are  the  very  potxest  class  in  the 
ooramunity.  Generally  a  widow  with  four 
of  five  children  will  go  into  the  fruit- 
growing districts,  and  when  the  fruit- 
j)icking  is  dcxie  they  go  hop-picking. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — Very  well;  if  the 
honorable  member  will  stop,  I  will  agree 
to  the  amendment. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  words  "35  per  cent."  the  words 
"  and  on  and  after  7th  December,  1907,  ad 
val,  (United  Kingdom),  25  per  cent.,"  be  added. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Division  XI. — Jewellery  and  Fancy  Goods. 

Item  325.  Fancy  Goods ;  including  Card 
Cases ;  Snuff  and  Match  Boxes ;  Purses  n.e.i. ; 
Wallets;  Thimbles;  Serviette  Rings;  BuUon 
Hooks;  Sboe-homs  and  Lifts;  Glove  Stretchers; 
Toys;  Ivory  and  other  ornamental  figures; 
Feather  Dusters;  Paper  Parasols;  Articles  used 
for  outdoor  and  indoor  gunes;  Fishing  Appli- 
ances, n.e.i.;  and  Articles,  n.c.i.,  used  for  or- 
namental purposes,  or  partly  for  use  and  partly 
for  ornament,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  35  per 
cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  35  per  cent. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [6.16].— I  notice 
that  this  item  includes  toys.  I  beiie\e  that 
toys  such  as  dolls  h.ive  never  been  made 


here.  It  costs  over  70  per  cent,  to  land 
them,  and  I  certainly  think  that  tfiey 
should  not  be  required  to  bear  such  a  heavy 
impost  as  is  proposed. 

Sir  William  Lvnb. — Is  that  the  reason 
why  the  doll  was  brought  into  the  Chamber 
just  now? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  did  not  bring  the  doll, 
but  whoever  did  so  did  the  right  thing.  I 
am  in  favotur  of  a  reducticoi  of  the  dut>-  on 
dolls,  as  they  are  not  made  here.  I  think 
that  the  Minister  might  agree  to  an  altera- 
tion of  the  duty  cm  toys  generally.  This 
item  also  includes  articles  used  for  outdoor 
and  indoor  games.  I  believe  that  those 
articles  include  boxing  gloves  and  cricket- 
ing gloves  and  material.  As  boxing  gloves 
are  made  here.  I  think  that  all  articles 
used  for  outdoor  and  indoor  games  should 
be  put  in  a  separate  line,  and  made  subject 
to  a  heavy  duty. 

Sir  William  '  Lyne. — Thirty-five  per 
cent,  is  a  fair  duty. 

Mr.  TUDOR.~i  think  it  would  hav« 
been  better  to  put  boxing  gloves  and 
cricketing  gloves  and  leg  guards,  which  are 
all  made  &re,  m  a  s^nrate  line,  so  that 
we  could  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  impor- 
tations. I  have  received  a  letter  from  a 
firm  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  boxing 
and  cricketing  gloves.    The  writer  says — 

For  your  information,  I  called  at  a  prDtninent 
Sports  DepAt  to-day  re  cricket  goods.  Thcj  re- 
plied, "  We  never  buy  Colonial  stuff  unleaa  we 
nin  out  of  tmimrted,  and  we  wfll  have  enough 
to  see  us  through  this  leaaon."  This  it  con- 
soling, especially  as  we  can  sell  to  them  goods 
equally  as  well  finished  (if  not  of  stronger 
make)'  nt  ahout  100  per  cent,  Tess  than  their 
selling  prices  marked  in  the  windows. 

I  trust  that  if  there  is  any  prcqxisal  to 
reduce  the  duty  tlie  Treasurer  will  pick  oat 
sporting  goods  and  pot  them  in  a  sepaiale 
line,  so  diat  they  will  bear  a  heavier  dutr. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydnej)  [6,20]. — In  this  item,  the  words 
"  fishing  appliances  n.e.i."  appear.  In 
item  596,  appear  the  words  "  fishing  nets 
and  netting."  If,  as  I  understand  and 
hope,  fishermen's  nets  and  netting  are  to 
be  struck  out  of  the  item  in  whkh  thev 
appear,  tliey  would,  unless  provision  were 
otherwise  made,  be  dntiaUe  as  fishing  ap- 
pliances. So  long  as  care  is  taken  that 
they  are  not  taxed  under  this  item,  I  shall 
be  satisfied. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  shall  take  cnr** 
of  that. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [«>22l— 1|  hope 
that  when  we  reacK'igtenlbj^Q^j^g^nets 
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and  netting,  we  shall  make  those  goods 
free,  and  shall  also  exclude  from  the  pay- 
ment of  duty  the  appliances  used  by  fisber- 
mun  who  earn  their  living  at  sea. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — How  can  we 
distinguish  between  nets  that  are  used  by 
professional  fishermen  and  those  used  by 
amateurs  ? 

Mr.  CROUCH.  —  The  professional 
fisherman  does  not  use  fancy  articles  such 
as  floats  and  reels.  He  uses  lines  and 
netS)  but  does  not  bother  himself  about  the 
tackle  which  amateurs  use.  I  understand 
that  the  Treasuser  intends  to  make  it  clear 
that  the  applianos  used  by  those  who  get 
their  living  by  fishing  shall  be  free.  If 
that  be  so,  the  honorable  raonber  for  North 
Sydney  can  safely  leave  this  item  as  it 
stands. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [6.23].— What  is 
the  Treasurer  going  to  do  in  regard  to 
children's  to^'S?  They  are  made  dutiable 
under  this  item.  Do  I  understand  that 
dolls,  children's  toy  balls  and  rubber 
balls  are  all  included  under  it. 

Sir  WiLi,iAM  LvNE. — At  present,  yes. 

Mr.  PAGE.— Children's  dolls  now  cost 
to  import  73  jper  cent,  of  their  value. 
Surely  the  Mimster  does  not  want  to  make 
toys  dearer? 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — I  want  to  strike 
cut  the  word  "toys  "  from  the  item. 

yit.  Tudor. — t  think  we  should  hare  a 
separate  item  for  toys,  and  that  they  should 
be  free. 

^Ir.  Foster. — Why  cannot  they  be.made 
ill  Australia? 

Mr.   Malonev. — Rag   dolls  are  made 

here. 

Mr.  PAGE.— I  move- 
That  the  word  "  toys,"  line  6,  be  left  out 

Mr.  FOSTER  (New  England)  [6.27].— 
There  seems  to  be  a  good  deal  of  senti- 
ment about  this  subject,  and  I  am  surprised 
that'  honorable  members  should  introduce 
sentiment  into  the  consideration  of  a 
Tariff.  One  would  think  that  toys  were 
of  such  a  scnentific  and  complicated  con- 
struction, and  so  affected  by  patents,  that  it 
was  impossible  to  manufacture  them  in  Aus- 
tralia. I  do  not  see  why  the  toys  used  by 
our  children  should  not  be  made  here. 
Furthennore,  I  think  we  are  justified  in  en- 
d&avoaring  to  find  aveiuies  of  employment 
for  women.  Toy-making  is  really  wcmien's 
work.  A  reasonable  duty  would  not 
penalise  the  children  by  any  means.  On 
the  cheaper  lines  a  duty  would  make  very 
Uttle  difference.      It  might  fall  heavier 


upcxi  the  dearer  kinds  of  toys,  but  those 
who  could  afford  to  buy  expensive  toys  are 
well  able  to  pay  the  extra  duty.  There  is 
every  reason  why  we  should  axx>urage  the 
manufacture  of  dolls  and  toys  in  Australia 
instead  of  importing  tiiem  from  Germany. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [6.28].— I  trust 
that  the  Treasurer  will  agree  to  strike  out 
the  word  "  toys  "  in  the  item  with  a  view 
to  making  them  duty  free.  It  is  bad 
enough  to  tax  children's  clothes  and  food, 
without  imposing  a  duty  oo  their  play- 
things. Our  little  ones  will  not  be  children 
%-ery  Icmg.  Let  us  make  their  youthful 
Ii\-es  as  pleasant  and  happy  as  possible, 
and  let  them  have  as  many  toys  as  their 
parents  and  friends  can  buy  for  them.  Let 
them  be  as  cheap  as  possible  so  that  the 
children  of  the  poorer  classes  may  have  as 
generous  .a  share  of  them  as  their  parents' 
circumstances  will  allow.  I  hc^  that  the 
Treasurer  will  yield  to  the  appeal  that  has 
been  made  to  him,  and  will  agree  to  strike 
out  the  word  "  toys." 

Sir  WiuiAM  Lyne. — I  have  already 
said  that  I  would  do  so. 
Sitting  suspended  from  6.30  to  7.45  f.m. 

Amendment  negadved. 
Amendinent  (by  Sir  Wiluak  Lyne)  pro-, 
posed — 

That  after  the  word  "Toys"  the  words 
"other  than  Dolls,  imdretsed,"  be  inserted. 

Mr.  Page.— What  would  be  the  effect  of 
that  amendment? 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — It  will  make  un- 
dressed dolls  free. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  (Oxley)  [7.48].— There 
are  a  number  of  small  articles  in  this  item 
whicli  might  well  be  left  out.  Take,  for 
instance,  thimbles. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— We  have  already 
inserted  an  amendment  in  a  later  line,  so 
that  the  honorable  member  could  not  now 
mtive  to  cwnit  the  word  "  thimbles." 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— I  understand  that 
tailors'  thimbles  are  free,  and  I  should  like 
to  know  why  seamstresses'  thimbles  except 
in  silver  or  gold  are  not  also  free?  It 
seems  unjust  that  the  one  line  should  be 
free  while  the  other  is  subject  to  a  dutv  of 
35  per  cent,  and  25  per  cent. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — I  can  do  nothing 
now. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  word  "ornament"  tjie  words 
"  including  Fancy 
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}rootls  not  subject  lo  ad  valorem  duty  and  Stop- 
pers for  such  bottles  "  be  inserted. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [7.50].— Since  it 
has  been  decided  that  toys  shall  be  sub> 
ject  to  taxation  I  shall  endeavour  to  make 
the  tax  as  light  as  possible.    I  move — 

That  after  the  words  "35  per  cent."  the 
words  "  and  on  and  after  7th  December,  1907. 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  20  per  cent."  be  in- 
serted. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  am  prepared  to 
agree  to  duties  of  30  per  cent,  and  25  per 
cent. 

Question  put.     The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes      ...  ...  ...  6 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  27 


Majority 


21 


Aw. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Johnton,  W.  E. 


Tellert: 
Bowdea,  £.  K. 
McWilliami,  W.  J. 

Noes. 

Irvine,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 
Lvne,  Sir  William 
l€aboQ,  H. 
Mathews,  J. 

Pae«.  ]- 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watltius,  D. 

TelUri: 
Cook,  Hume 
Wise,  G.  H. 


Bamford,  F.  W. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  K.  A. 
.Deakin,  A. 
Kdwards,  R. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Frater,  C.  K. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  Hans 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Amendment  (by  Mr.    Johnson)  nega- 
tived— 

That  after  the  words  "  35  per  cent "  the 
words  "  and  on  and  after  7U1  December,  1907, 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  25  per  cent.,"  be  in- 
serted. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Edwards)  pro- 
posed— 

That  after  the  words  "35  per  cent."  the  word* 
**  and  on  and  after  7th  December,  1907,  ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  30  per  cent.,"  be  inserted. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [8.0J.  ~  I  ex- 
pressed a  hope  before  dinner  that  if  the 
Minister  accepted  a  reduction  in  these 
duties  he  would  agree  to  take  out  of  this 
item  "Articles  used  for  outdoor  and  in- 
door games,"  My  reason  is  that  the 
makers  of  boxing  gloves  and  cricketing 
"loves  and  pads  have,  under  a  later  item, 

pay  dutiM  on  the  raw  material  they  use 


in  the  shape  of  leather.  They  should  be 
given  swne  protection  to  cover  the  duties 
they  will  be  called  upon  to  pay  on  their 
raw  materials. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Amendment    (by    Sir  Wiluam  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 
That  the  following  new  item  be  inserted 
"  325A.    On   and   after  7th  December,  1907, 
Dolls,  undressed,  free." 

Item  326.  Combs  (toilet)  and  Shaving  Sets, 
ad  val.,  25  per  cent. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wilxiau  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  word  "Sets"  the  words  "not 
included  under  item  3S4"  be  inserted. 

Amendment   (by   Sir   William  Lyne) 

proposed — 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  7th  De- 
cember, 1907  (United  Kingdom),  20  per  cent.," 
be  added. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [8.5].— This  is 
an  outrage.  If  this  item  is  passed  as 
proposed,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  grow  a 
beard.  The  people  who  manufacture 
shaving  pots  and  soap  will  suffer,  but  I 
will  have  to  suffer  also.  I  should  like  to 
impress  honorable  members  with  the  im- 
portarice  of  this  question.  I  recendy  read 
an  article,  I  think,  in  last  Saturday's  Age, 
in  which  reference  was  made  to  the  ereat 
danger  of  wearing  beards.  I  was  going 
to  say  that  the  article  was  cribbed ;  it  was 
an  article  by  a  scientific  authority  that  was 
reproduced  in  the  Age.  It  was  stated  by 
the  u-Viter  that  a  beard  is  the  most  dan- 
gerous thing  a  man  can  wear,  and  is 
dangerous  especially  to  the  other  sex,  sinoe 
beards  gather  up  and  acctmiulate  all  kinds 
of  malignant  microbes,  such  as  the  microbes 
of  diphtheria,  influenza,  and  other  unilesir- 
able  ailments. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Where  did  the  scientist 
get  his  information  ?  Was  it  gathered 
fr<nn  the  lips  of  a  lady? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  believe  that  is  how 
he  made  the  discovery.  ■  Pe^sooallv  I 
have  too  great  a  regard  for  the  other  sex 
to  he  content  to  see  them  exposed  to  these 
terrible  risks.  I  cannot  support  the  pro- 
pc»al. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  (8.7].  —  I 
should  like  to  point  out  that  the  incidence 
of  taxation  imder  this  item  would  be  un- 
fair if  not  unjust.  For  instance,  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Parraroatta  would  not 
■require  to  pay  anv  dutv  under  this  item. 
Even  at  this  stage  the  Treasurer  might 
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reconsider  his  proposal  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  its  operation  would  be  inequitable. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Item  327.  Pencils  and  Penholders  of  wood, 
free. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lvne) 
proposed — 

That  the  following  words  be  added: — "and 
on  and  after  7th  December,  190^^,  Pencils  of 
wood,  but  not  including  pencils  with  metal  or 
other  clamps  or  atlachmeats,  also  penbandles 
of  wood  (includin!;  metal  attachments  for  nibs), 
free." 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [8.9].— I  object 
to  the  amendment.  Why  did  not  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Customs  Department  think  of 
this  when  thev  were  framing  the  Tariff? 
1  have  here  a  pencil  with  a  metal  cover 
for  the  point,  and  the  Treasurer  now  pro- 
poses to  make  it  dutiable  because  it  has  a 
metal  attachment. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Xo;  the  Treasurer 
is  proposing  to  make  those  pencils  free, 

Mr.  PAGE.— Then  I  am  satisfied. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  338.  School  Pen  and  Pencil  .Sets,  in- 
clading  boies,  free. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [8.10].— The 
word  "and"  should  be  substituted  for  the 
word  "including"  in  this  item.  I  have 
one  of  these  pen  and  pencil  boxes  here, 
and,  while  it  would  be  admitted  free  if  it 
contained  pens  ch:  peocils,  if  tht  box  w^ 
introduced  by  itself,  it  would  be  dutiable 
at  35  per  cent,  as  furniture.  I  think  that 
whether  they  contain  pencils  or  not,  these 
boxes  should  be  admitted  free.  I  move- 
That  the  word  "  iacludtng  "  be  left  out,  with 
a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "  and." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Item  329 — (Faint  braes),  and  item  330 
(Shells,  Weapons  and  Curios,  and  Old 
Ccrins>— agreed  to. 

Item  331.  Jewellery,  unfinished,  being  set- 
tings and  mounts  for,  with  or  without  imitation 
stones,  ad  val.  (General  TarifiO,  40  p"  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  35  per  cent. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yaira)  [8.12].— I  have  a 
few  samples  here  of  this  unfinished  jewel- 
lery. You,  sir,  are  probably  the  best  judge 
we  have  in  tlw  chamber  of  the  value  of 
these  goods,  and  if  you  were  not  in  the 
chair  you  would  no  doubt  have  something 
to  sav  about  them.  The  point  I  wish 
to  make  is  that  they  are  practically 
finished  articles.  I  have  1 5-carat  rings 
here,  which  I  am  informed  by  experts 
in    the    trade,    emplo}-ers    as    well  as 
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employes,  are  worth  about  los.  each.  All 
that  is  required  to  finish  them  is  to  put  the 
stones  in  them,  for  which  they  have  been 
prepared,  and  these  stones  are  sent  out 
in  a  separate  parcel  and  admitted  free. 
When  the  stones  are  set  in  the  ring,  its 
value  is  increased  to  about  £2,  and  this 
increase  in  value  is  brought  about  with  very 
small  expense  for  labotir.  We  have  allowed 
precious  sttmes  to  come  in  free,  and  under' 
this  arrangement  of  the  Tariff  a  lot  of 
work  in  the  jewellery  ^ade  which  might  be 
done  here  will  be  done  elsewhere.  I  admit 
that  I  do  not  know  how  the  difficulty  Is 
to  be  overcome.  I  have  here  also  a  15- 
carat  brooch  practically  finished,  and  re- 
quiring only  the  stones  to  be  set.  I  have 
samples  also  of  bracelet  fronts  in  the  same 
stage  of  manufacture.  Goods  of  this  kind, 
which  would  be  valued  at  the  Custon 
House  at  £1  or  a  little  more,  are  ncoth 
when  the  stones  have  been  set  in  tbem 
perhaps  ^10.  The  Minister  might  con- 
sult with  the  officers  to  see  whether  some 
means  might  not  be  discovered  to  prevent 
this  evasion  of  the  duties  on  jewellery 
which  every  honorable  member  will  admit 
is  a  luxury. 

Mr.  Mahon. — The  unfinished  article  is 
dutiable  under  the  Tariff  at  40  per  cent. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Precious  stones  are  ad- 
mitted duty  free,  so  that  when  a  ring  set- 
ting and  its  stcHie  are  imported  separately, 
duty  is  paid  only  on  the  setting,  and,  of 
course,  comes  to  very  miKh  less  than  if  the 
twc.  were  brought  in  together  as  a  finished 
article.  I  trust  that  if  there  is  any  way 
of"  preventing  this  evasiwi  of  duty  it  will 
be  taken.  If  the  Minister  cannot  suggest 
an  amendment  now,  will  he  look  into  the 
matter,  and  subsequently  issue  a  regulation 
which  will  get  over  the  difficulty? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [8.17.].— 
The  case  is  stated  on  page  396  of  the  re- 
port of  the  A  section  of  the  Tariff  Ccwnmis- 
sion  in  this  way — 

Unfinished  jewellery  generally  consists  of 
settings  and  mounts  for  bracelets,  brooches, 
necklets,  and  rings,  which  are  made  up  and 
imported  apart  from  their  precious  stones.  The 
manufacturing  jewellers,  as  well  as  the  workers 
in  Victoria,  suggested  that  there  should  be  a 
higher  duty  on  such  jewellery  than  on  complete 
jewellery.  They  believe  that  such  a  higher 
duty  would  tend  to  reduce  the  importations  of 
these  unfinished  settings  and  mounts,  and  that 
it  would  encourage  their  manufacture  in  Aus- 
tralia. 

It  is  a  grievance  with  manufacturin{j  jewei- 
ler>  and  jewellers'  workers^that  practically 
finished  articles  caoit!^b^k4i6d(^SDS  the 
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p.i\ment  of  an  extremely  small  dutv  by 

placing  the  fittings  or  mounts  in  one  parcel 
and  the  gems  in  another.  This  is  really  a 
fraud  on  the  revenue  which  the  Customs 
authorities  have  found  themselves  unable 
t.j  prevent.  I  have  consulted  the  highest 
Customs  authorities  in  Australia  with  refer- 
erire  to  the  matter,  and  they  can  suggest 
no  better  way  of  dealing  with  it  than  that 
proposed. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[8. 19]. — Notwithstanding  what  has  been 
said  by  the  honorable  member  for  Yarra, 
I  Lliink  that  the  proposed  rates  are  too  high. 

Mr.  Page.— Thev  should  be  higher. 
What  takes  place  now  is  a  fraud  on  the 
revenue. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— How  can  it  be 
a  fraud  on  the  revenue,  se^g  that  the 
Tariff  provides  fot  it  being  done?  The 
dutv  is  on  "  unfinished  jewellerj-." 

Mr.  Chanter. — But  practically  finished 
jewellery  is  imported  as  unfinished. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  settings 
ami  mounts  for  jewellery,  with  or  without 
imitation  stones,  are  dutiable  as  unfinished 
jewellery,  and  there  is  no  fraud  in  import- 
I'lg  them  as  such.  If  honorable  members 
wish  to  prevent  the  importation  of  un- 
finished jewellery,  let  them  strike  out  the 
item  altogether.  In  my  opinion,  the  pro- 
posed rates  are  altogether  too  high,  and  I 
therefore  move— 

Tli.Tt  .Tfter  the  words  "  40  per  cent."  the 
words  "and  on  and  after  7th  December,  1907 
(General  T.-iriff),  30  per  cent.,"  be  inserted. 

If  the  amendment  is  carried.  I  shall  move 
lo  make  the  duty  against  the  United  King- 
dom 25  per  cent. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [8.22].— It  seems 
to  me  that  the  higher  the  rates  of  dutv  in 
this  item,  the  less  the  likelihoofi  of  the 
fraud  to  which  reference  has  been  made 
l>eing  practised.  The  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta  cannot  cloud  the  issue.  The 
fart  is  that  practically  finished  jewellery 
is  brought  in  at  a  low  rate  by  separating 
sctting.s  and  the  stones  to  make  it  duti- 
able as  unfinished  jewellery.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  it  is  so  much  finislied  that  any 
one  could  put  it  together,  could  set  it  and 
finish  it,  with  a  penknife,  making  it  a  mar- 
ketable commodity  at  once.  I  hope  that 
ihe  Treasurer  will  make  the  duty  50  per 
cent. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (P.nrramatta) 
L-S.  23]. — Does  the  honorable  member  for 
Maranoa  believe  in  taxing  jewellery  at  the 
rate  of  50  per  cent.  ? 


Mr.  Page. — Yes ;  jewellery  brought  in 
in  this  way.  The  honorable  member  shoultJ 
be  the  last  to  defend  a  fraud  on  the  re- 
venue. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  is  barking  up  the  wrong  tree.  The 
jewellery  which  is  brought  in  as  unfinished 
rightly  pays  only  the  duty  leviable  on  un- 
finished jewellery.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  been  a  staunch  free-trader  until 
of  late,  when  the  Melbourne  atmosphere 
seems  to  have  affected  him.  Surelv  rates 
of  30  and  25  per  cent,  are  suffkaently  high 
even  for  finished  jewellery. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [8.25]. — I 
wisJi  to  read  to  the  Ccmimittee  the  reason 
which  actuated  the  trade  in  asking  for  a 
duty  of  100  per  cent.    It  is  this — 

As  a  consequence  of  these  articles  beinc  ad- 
miUed  at  a  comparatively  small  expense  as 
compared  with  the  value  of  them  when  the 
stones  are  set  in,  the  manufacture  of  high.Glass 
jewellery  is  only  carried  on  at  a  limited  ex- 
tent, and  although  there  are  many  workmen 
here  capable  of  executing  the  work,  them  i> 
very  Hitle  encouragement  for  employers  to 
teach,  and  for  apprentices  to  devote  their  time 
to  learning,  the  manafacture  of  high-class 
jewellery,  owing  to  the  small  demand  for  the 
locally-made  article,  and  a  duty  such  «s  is 
recommended  above  will  uodoumedly  have  m 
beneficial  effect  on  the  future  of  the  trade  in 
cultivating  the  artistic  branches  of  it. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [8.27]. 
—At  first  the  proposed  duty  seemed  to  me 
very  high,  but  there"  is  a  great  deal  in 
the  contention  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Yarra.  Jewellery  is  dutiable  imder 
item  334  at  30  and  25  per  cent.,  but  if 
a  setting  and  its  stones  are  brought  in 
separately,  and  40  per  cent,  is  charged  on 
tlie  setting,  while  the  stones  are  admitted 
free,  the  amount  actually  paid  is  very 
much  smaller  than  would  be  paid  on  the 
finished  article,  though  what  is  imported 
is  virtually  a  finished  article.  For  in- 
stance, a  setting  might  be  worth  los.,  and 
the  stones  belonging  to  it  might  be  worth 
30S.  If  the  article  were  imported  as 
finished  jewellery,  it  would  be  dutiable  at 
30  per  cent.,  whereas  if  the  setting  and 
the  stones  were  imported  separately,  dnt\- 
would  be  levied  on\v  on  the  setting,  ut 
the  rate  of  40  per  cent.,  making  the 
amount  actually  paid  on  the  compete 
article  only  a  fraction  of  that.  A  duty 
which  permits  an  importation  of  this  kind 
(ioes  not  give  valid  and  elective  protec- 
tion. Something  must  be  done  to  prevent 
all  but  the  least  valuable  ^rt  of  an  article 
coming  in  duty  f^eta^eti  diat 
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unless  a  very  high  duty  is  placed  on  set- 
tings, it  will  be  necessary  to  impose  a  duty 
on  precious  stcmes. 

Mr.  TuDOK. — ^That  would  penali2e  our 
working  jewellers,  to  whom  predous  stones 
are  a  raw  material. 

Mr.  Foster. — 'We  might  put  a  duty  on 
diamonds. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  do  not  know 
why  we  should  differentiate  between  dia- 
monds and  rubies  and  other  stones.  Per- 
haps the  best  thing  would  be  for  the 
Treasurer  to  consult  his  (^cers,  and  sub- 
sequently ]>ropose  sc«ne  amendment  which 
would  make  the  dutv  effective. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[8.29]. — I  am  afraid  that  the  h(XK)rable 
member  has  fallen  into  a  trap  whidi  has 
been  skilfully  laid  by  the  honoraUe  mem- 
ber for  \'arra.  There  are  other  kinds  of 
jewellery  besides  rings. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Most  of  the  jewel- 
lery coming  under  item  334  consists  of 
precious  stones  and  their  settings. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— There  are  over 
a  hundred  other  articles  of  jewellery  be- 
sides zings. 

Mr.  Chanter. — The  honorable  member 
for  Yarra  showed  brooches  and  bangles 
which  have  been  imported  as  settings, 
without  the  precious  stones. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Does  the  hon- 
orable member  mean  to  say  that  that  prac- 
tice can  be  followed  in  the  case  of  diffi- 
cult and  complicated  brooches? 

Mr.  Tudor. — Yes ;  I  have  some  of  thtm 
here. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  kind  of 
brooch  cannot  be  treated  in  that  way.  How 
nianv  stones  are  in  the  brooch  that  the  hon- 
orable member  has? 

Mr.  Tudor. — Over  twenty. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Was  it  im- 
ported with  the  stones  in  it? 

Mr.  Tudor. — It  was  imported  with  the 
stones  out  of  it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.^It  may  have 
been  that  another  part  of  that  jewellery, 
apart  altogether  from  the  stones,  had  to 
be  prepared  elsewhere,  and  that  it  was 
necessary  for  it  to  be  brought  in  in  that 
way. 

Mr.  Page. — That  is  too  thin. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.  —  Honorable 
members,  apparently,  are  getting  hold  of 
what  15  perhaps  ati  abuse  of  a  legitimate 
trade  and  a  legitimate  importation. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — It  is  not  only  an 
abuse.  The  practice  to  which  the  honor- 
able member  for  Yarra  has  drawn  atten- 
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ticwi  will  practically  render  the  duty  in- 
effective regarding  all  that  jewellery  which 
consists  of  settings  and  stones,  as  specified 
in  item  334. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  might  be 
so  if  they  all  came  in  in  that  way,  but  in 
the  making  up  of  the  jewellery,  certain 
manipulations,  apart  altogether  from  the 
putting  in  of  the  stones,  may  have  to  l>e 
done  elsewhere.  Does  this  item  specially 
provide  for  bringing  in  jewellery  and 
stones  in  that  way  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — The  item  is  to  meet 
the  particular  cases  in  which  the  settings 
and  stones  are  brought  in  separately. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Surely  they  are 
brought  in  separately  for  some  other  reason 
than  the  "  sticking  of  the  stcmes  in  with  a 
bit  of  wax  "?  If  that  is  the  only  reason 
for  the  item,  ought  it  not  to  go  out  of  the 
schedule  altogether? 

Sir  John  Quick. — The  reason  they  are 
imported  in  that  way  is  to  escape  the 
dutv. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Are  we  to  put 
the  item  in  so  as  to  tempt  people  to  escape 
the  duty? 

Sir  John  QtncK. — No;  we  propose  to 
penalize  them,  and  to  prevent  the  devioe. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Will  the  Min- 
ister say  that  the  item  is  included  for  the 
purpose  of  catching  these  people  at  their 
frauds? 

Sir  John  Quick.- — It  is  to  stop  them 
and  penalize  them. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Does  the  hon- 
orable member  suggest  that  that  is  the  only 
reason  whv  the  item  is  proposed  ? 

Sir  John  Quick. — The  higher  the  duty, 
the  higher  the  penalty. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Surely  the  pro- 
vision has  sOTne  useful  function  to  per- 
form? I  cannot  illustrate  my  point,  as  I 
hsve  not  Ae  requisite  knowledge  of  the 
subject. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Read  the  evidenre, 
and  the  honorable  member  will  understand 
it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  dare  say  T 
should  arrive  at  s«ne  such  result  as  I  have 
already  done  in  reading  some  of  the  evi- 
dence. I  did  not  appreciate  a  lot  of  the 
honorable  member's  evidence. 

Mr.  Page.— It  is  not  his  evidence,  but 
the  evidence  of  witnesses. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  evidence  in 
nearlv  e\-erv  case  runs  sranewhat  thus  :  A 
certain  individual  says,  "  I  want  a  higher 
duty,  or  I  will  colIapse.(2(5ihM^re  he 
gets  the  higher  duty.  o 
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Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine, — The  hwiorable 
member  had  better  let  the  item  para  as  it  is, 
"  lest  a  worse  thing  befall." 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Would  the  honor- 
able member  like  me  to  move  50  per  cent.  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
gentleman  ought  to  make  the  duty  abso- 
lutely prohibitive,  if  the  only  intention  of 
the  item  is  to  stop  the  fraud  alleged. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — I  have  alreadv  sug- 
gested that  one  wav  out  of  the  difficulty 
might  tie  to  prohibit  these  things  coming  in 
separately. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— A  prohibition 
might  stop  scsne  useful  functi<tti  which  is 
served  by  the  articles  ccnaing  in  separately. 
Apparently  the  object  of  the  Treasurer  is 
CHily  to  stop  the  abuse,  without  regard  to 
the  usefulness  of  the  practice.  Will  the 
Treasurer  explain  why  the  item  is  in  the 
schedule  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.35]. — The  item  is  included  in  the 
schedule  because  a  great  deal  of  difficulty 
has  been  experienced  for  years  past,  and 
the  Department  has  been  trying  to  devise 
some  means  of  preventing  the  practice  to 
which  the  bonoraJble  member  for  Yarra  has 
called  attention.  It  has  cMne  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  onlv  way  is  to  put  a  hieh 
duty  on  this  partial  ly-linished  imported 
jewellery. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  item  appeared 
in  the  last  Tariff  at  25  per  cent.  Why  is 
it  included  at  all  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.— It  has  to  do  its 
work  in  prev»iting  the  impntatifxi  of  this 
half-made  jewellery. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — But  for  this  item, 
that  jewellery  would  come  in  free. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— One  of  its  es- 
sential functicms  is  to  protect  other  parts  of 
the  Tariff.  I  am  surprised  that  some  hon- 
orable members  ask  for  a  duty  of  50  per 
cent.  I  do  not  feel  disposed  to  move  iat 
higher  rates  than  40  per  cent,  and  35  per 
cent,  at  present.  That  is  the  reoonraien- 
dation  of  the  A  section  of  the  Tariff 
Ccanmission.  Previously  the  duty  was  25 
per  cent.  If  the  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta  will  withdraw  his  amendment, 
I  desire  to  alter  the  wording  of  the  item 
to  read  as  follows — "  Jewellerv,  unfinished, 
being  settings  and  mounts  for  bracelets, 
brooches,  necklets  and  rings,  unset,  or  set 
with  imitaticm  st(»ies.' '  Setting  with 
imitation  stcmes  is  arxjther  method  adonte(T 
of  avoiding  the  higher  duty.  The  jewel- 
kry  is  imported  in  that  way  at  the  lower 


rate,  the  imitation  stones  are  taken  out,  and 
more  valuable  stones  are  put  in  aftnwards. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  will  withdraw 
my  amendment,  as  the  alteration  outlined 
by  the  Treasurer  makes  sense  of  the  item- 
Amendment,  1^  leave,  withdrawn. 
Amendment  (by  Sir  Willum  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  words  "  and  oo  aod  after  7th  De- 
cember, 1907 — Item  331.  Jewellery,  unfinished, 
being  aettiiiKs  uid  monnts  for  bracelctCa 
brooches,  nettlets,  ud  rings,  unset,  or  set  with 
imitation  stones;  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  40 
per  cent, ;  (United  Kingdom),  35  per  cent.*"  be 
added. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[8.39]. — ^The  new  wordii^  will  limit  the 
application  of  the  term  "  unfinished  jewel- 
lery "  to  the  particular  articles  specified. 
As  previously  -worded  it  apparently  in- 
cluded many  other  articles. 

Sir  John  Quick. — The  new  words  are 
words  of  limitation.  I  do  not  think  th^ 
are  wide  enough. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— They  make  sense 
of  the  item.  Its  general  application  will 
now  be  entirely  done  away  with,  and  it  will 
be  clearly  a  clause  for  the  abolition  of 
fraud  of  the  kind  menticmed.  No  one  can 
grumble  at  that. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [8.40],— Those 
protectionists  who  did  not  hesitate  about 
imposing  taxes  of  from  25  per  cent,  to 
150  per  cent,  on  food  and  clothing  naight 
be  pardoned  for  regarding  even  40  per 
cent,  or  50  per  cent,  as  a  very  moderate 
duty  on  jewellery,  but  I  shall  be  very  glad 
to  see  the  duties  on  these  items  reduced. 
I  do  not  believe  in  taxes  of  anv  kind  on 
either  the  necessaries  or  luxuries  of  life. 
As  I  have  tried  to  get  alt  taxes 
reduced  on  food  and  clothing  and 
other  necessaries,  I  shall  be  quite  consist- 
ent in  seeking  to  have  them  reduced  also 
on  what  are  called  luxuries,  but  what  T  re- 
gard as  part  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  I 
am  sorrv  the  honorable  member  for  Par- 
ramatta has  withdrawn  his  amendment,  as 
I  should  have  lik«d  an  opportunity  of 
voting  for  it. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amenrled,  .Trreed  to. 

Item  332.  Jewellery,  commonly  known  as 
imit&tion  gold  or  roiled  gold ;  and  jewellery 
under  9-carat,  ad  val.  (Genera!  Tariff),  40  pM 
cent.  ;  (United  Kingdom),  35  pet  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.42]. — I  move — 

That  the  words  "imitation  gold  or"  be  left 

That  will  then'ii»&hfe^glS4. 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[8.43]. — Is  it  the  intention  of  the  amend- 
ment to  compd  people  to  buy  expensive 
jewellery?  Why  is  imitati(Hi  gcdd  to  be 
eliminated  from  this  iton? 

Sir  WiLLiAic  LvNE. — ^To  luring  it  under 
**  imitati(»i  jewellery  n.e.i." 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [8.44].  —  One 
feature  of  this  item  must  be  axisidered  by 
the  Committee.  I  do  not  ask  that  it 
should  be  fully  considered  until  we  reach 
the  item  "spectacle  frames."  I  under- 
stand that  spectacle  frames  of  rolled  gold 
have  been  largely  increased  in  price.  I 
want  the  Committee  to  bear  that  in  mind 
when  passing  this  item,  because  I  intend  to 
ask  fcH*  an  exemption  later  on  when  we 
reach  item  341. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [8.45].— 
As  showing  the  reason  for  the  proposed 
differentiation,  I  quote  the  following  from 
the  report  of  the  Tariff  Commission — 

Rolled  gold  j^ewcllery  consists  of  a  sheet  of 
metal  in  the  centre,  with  a  thin  plate  of  gold 
in  front  and  a  similar  plate  of  gold  at  the 
back,  pressed  together  and  rolled  and  consoli- 
dated, finished  witli  a  show  of  pold  outside.  .  A 
witness  in  Adelaide,  intrrrsteu  in  the  import 
trade,  admitted  that  rolled  gold  jewellery,  like 
imitation  jewellery,  tended  to  interfere  with 
the  manufacture  of  the  legitimate  article. — 
(Keoppen-Wendt,  Q.  57655.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Amendment  (by  Mr.  Page)  proposed — 
That  the  figure  "9"  be  left  out,  with  a  view 
to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  figures  "  15." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
sure) r8<47]- — The  object  we  have  in  view 
is  as  far  as  possible  to  differentiate  be- 
tween what  may  be  called  spurious  jewel- 
lery and  real  jewellery ;  and  9-carat  gold 
is  ever\  wh*fe  acknowledged  to  be  gold ; 
all  below  being  regarded  as  spurious.  I 
am  advised  that  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member,  if  carried  into  effect, 
would  cause  complication  at  the  Customs 
House  by  throwing  all  the  gold  jewellery 
below  15  carat  into  the  spurious  class. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  (Oxley)  [8.48].— There 
is  a  great  resemblance  between  the  nent 
under  consideraticm  and  item  534,  which 
deals  with  iewellery  and  imitation  jewel- 
lery :  and  I  suggest  that  a  similar  duty 
should  apply  to  both.  I  should  liVe  to 
read  a  few  words  which  have  reached  my 
hands  from  some  jewellers'  association  in 
Melbourne  or  Sydney,  to  the  following 
effect — 

The  proposed  Tariff,  under  item  333,  estab- 
lishes a  conflict  between  that  number  and  item 
334,  for  reaicmi  that  we  endeavour  herein  to 
■et  out. 


The  duty  on  gold  filled  jewellery  is  stated — 
Foreign,  40  per  cent. ;  English,  35  per  cent. ; 
under  No.  33a,  and  yet  item  334  states—"  Imi- 
tation jewellery — Foreign,  30  per  cent;  Eng- 
lish, 35  per  cent." 

We  respectfully  submit  to  your  notice  that 
in  making  the  difference  between  "  rolled  gold 
jewellery"  and  "imitation  jewellery such  « 
confiict  will  exist  in  respect  to  decisions  as  will 
cause  an  element  of  injustice  and  unrest  in  re- 
gard to  the  whole  of  the  two  tines  referred  to. 

Perhaps  the  Minister  would  c(»isent  to  re- 
duce the  duties  on  the  item  under  conside- 
ration to  30  per  cent,  and  25  per  cent., 
which  would  place  it  on  tlie  same  level  as. 
item  334.  In  the  old  Tariff  the  itan  be- 
fore us  was  25  per  cent.,  and  the  Tariff 
Commission  recommended  a  duty  of  35  per 
cent. 

Sir 'William  Lyne. — I  think  we  may 
raise  the  duty  on  item  334  when  we  reach 
it. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— I  may  point  out  that 
in  the  old  Tariff  the  duty  on  item  324  was 
25  per  cent.,  and  a  similar  duty  was  re- 
commended by  the  Tariff  Commission. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [8.51].— I  think 
the  Treasurer  is  a  bit  at  sea  in  regard  to 
9-carat  jewellery.  He  must  remember  that 
when  he  was  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms he  instituted  a  prosecution  ajgainst  a 
Melbourne  firm  for  importing  rings  which 
were  stamped  9-carat.  but  which  were 
wrcMigly  described,  and  were  neither  more 
nor  less  than  a  fraud.  Any  day  rings  may 
be  bought  which  are  stamped  "  9-carat," 
but  which  in  reality  are  not  even  6-carat 
gold. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — That  is  no  reason 
for  altering  the  standard  in  the  Tariff ; 
it  would  only  make  fraud  more  frequent. 

Mr.  PAt^E. — The  higher  we  make  the 
standard,  the  more  chance  there  will  be  of 
the  purchaser  getting  what  he  paid  for. 

Mr.  Hughes. — What  guarantee  will 
there  be  if  the  standard  be  made  15-carat 
that  the  jewellery  will  be  any  nearer  that 
standard  than  it  is  at  present? 

Mr.  PAGE.— Experts  in  the  trade  tell 
me  that  with  a  15-carat  standard  there  is 
a  better  chance  of  stopping  fraud.  I  sug- 
gest that  the  Treasurer  ascertain  the 
opinion  of  his  officers  on  the  point. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  done  so, 
and  I  am  told  that  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  would  cause  confusion 
and  trouble  at  the  Customs  House. 

Mr.  PAGE. — Is  it  so  terrible  to  cause 
more  work  to  the  CustfSI&^peoirtment, 
when    the   objeaF'^'^  ^^t^t^^fraud  ? 


7148  TaH§         [REPRESENTATIVES.]  (/etUBBery.  <£&), 


However,  the  Government  seem  to  be 
against  me,  and  I  shall  not  press  the 
amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  333.  Jewellery,  being  machine  made 
Cbain  in  the  rough  (Imown  aa  BruniwicI^  pat* 
tern  Foxtail,  or  Lace  Chain) ;  Gallerie ;  Beads ; 
Catdies  and  Jointa  for  Fins;  Clasps,  n.e.i. ; 
Points;  and  Brooch  Pins,  ad  val.  {General 
Tariff),  ao  per  cent. ;  (UniteS  Kingdom),  15  per 
cent. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [8.55].— This 
"machine  made  chain  in  the  rough"  is 
practically  finished  jewellwy.  It  is  im- 
p(n:ted  in  one  long  chain,  and  cut  into  the 
required  lengths  here;  and  I  think  that, 
in  order  to  protect  the  revenue,  it  ought 
to  be  placed  in  the  next  item.  On  the 
other  hand,  gallerie  and  beads  are  among 
the  raw  materials  of  jewellery,  and  ought 
to  be  made  free.  I  suggest  that  the  words 
"machine  made  chain  in  the  rough"  be 
omitted. 

Sir  John  (Juick.— Those  are  the  words 
suggested  by  the  trade. 
Item  agreed  to. 

Item  334.  Jewellery  and  Imitation  Jewellery, 
n.e.i.,  including  Bolt  and  Split  Rings;  Swivels; 
Ear  Wires;  Bars  and  Stampings  used  in  manu- 
facture of  jewellery;  Medals  and  Medallions 
of  Gold  and  Silver;  Links  and  Studs  of  all 
kinds;  Buckles,  Badges,  Clasps,  Slide*,  Buttons, 
and  other  Ornaments  of  Gold  or  Silver  for 
Attire ;  Combined  Bracelets  and  Watches ;  Gold, 
Silver,  or  Plated  Safety  Pins;  Gold  or  Silver 
Bags  and  Purses ;  Imitation  Precious  Stones ; 
Alberts  of  all  materials,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff), 
30  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  25  per  cent. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne) 
proposed— 

That  after  the  word  "materials"  the  words 
**  and  all  articles,  n.e.i.,  partly  or  wholly 
madff  of  poll]  or  silver,  including  Rold  and 
silver  lace." 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [8.58].— I  sup- 
pose there  is  no  hcq*  of  carrying  a  re- 
ducticHi  of  this  duty? 

Sir  William  L\*ne.— I  am  inclined  to 
increase  it. 

Mr.  JOHXSOX.— The  Treasurer  seems 
itching  to  move  an  increase.  I  suggest, 
however,  that  he  ought  to  make  a  separate 
item,  so  as  to  admit  of  wedding  rings 
being  admitted  free.  We  are  much  con- 
cerned about  the  decline  of  marriage ;  and 
some  encouragement  ought  to  be  given  to 
our  young  people  to  undertake  the  respon- 
sibilities of  matrimony. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Afaranoa)  [8-59].— I  see 
that  imitation  precious  stwies  are  included 
in  this  item;  and  the  Treasurer  a  few 
minutes  ago  promised  the  h<»iorabIe  mem- 


ber for  Oxiey  that  he  would  increase  the 
duty.  In  many  parts  of  Australia,  and 
particularly  Queensland  and  New  South 
Wales,  there  are  opal  fields  and  s^phire 
mines ;  and  I  do  not  see  why  the  duties 
should  be  only  30  per  cent,  and  25  per 
cent,  when  men  have  to  work  night  and 
day  in  order  to  make  a  living  in  die  min- 
ing of  these  precious  stones. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — What  differ- 
ence will  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  on  glass 
make  to  the  minors  of  predous  stones  ? 

Mr.  PAGE.— If  I  had  my  way  I  would 
make  the  duty  50  per  cent  I  ask  the 
Treasurer  to  consent  to  make  the  duties 
upon  this  item  uniform  with  those  which 
have  been  levied  upon  the  previous  item. 

Mr.  HUGHES  (West  Sydney)  [9.0].— 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  very  ab- 
surd to  impose  a  duty  of  35  per  cent.  vpoD 
imitatim  precious  stcMies,  the  invoiced 
value  of  which  would  be  very  small  in- 
deed. In  this  country  we  produce  rubies 
in  such  quantity  that  we  have  been  obliged 
to  call  them  garnets  to  prevwit  the  price  of 
rubies  being  reduced  to  a  non-payable 
level.  Yet  it  is  now  proposed  to  admit 
coloured  glass  at  30  and  35  per  cent. 
We  should  either  prohibit  its  imputation 
entirely,  or  levy  a  specific  duty  upon 
this  class  of  jewellery  of  so  much 
per  carat.  The  Treasurer  knows  per- 
fectly well  that  the  Commonwealth  pro- 
duces a  large  variety  of  precious  stmes* 
and  that  the  industry  is  one  upon  which  a 
man  may  embark  without  the  possession  of 
either  capital  or  skill.  Opals,  rubies,  and 
garnets  can  be  obtained  here  by  the  veriest 
new  dium,  who  ought  to  be  protected  just 
as  much  as  anybody  else. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [p-s].— 
The  Tariff  Commission  is  in  r*©  way  re- 
sponsible for  the  indusicxi  of  imitation 
precious  stones  in  this  item.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  this  group  of  items  was  intended 
to  cover  only  bonA  fide  jewel]er>'.  For 
that  reason,  rolled  gold  jewellery  and 
jewellery  under  9  carat  were  taken  out  of 
it.  and  the  Commission  recommended  that 
thev  should  be  made  dutiable  at  per 
cent.  My  own  idea  is  that  imitation 
stones  should  be  removed  from  this  item 
and  charged  a  special  rate. 

Mr.  FOSTER  (New  England)  [9  4\— T 
hope  that  the  Treasurer  will  agree  to  elimi- 
nate imitaticHi  precious  stones  from  this 
item.  I  am  rather  disappokited  that  the 
Tariff  schedule  makes  no  attempt  to  protect 
Australian  diamoa^j^,,^@0]ogfe  «'«^ 
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-torftte,  we  have  fields  which  are  produdog 

ihotoands  of  pounds  worth  of  diamonds 

.annually.  For  many  years  these  precious 
stones  were  sold  as  Brazilian  diamonds, 
but  now  they  are  bdng  sold  as  Australian 

-diamtxids,  and  even  the  smallest  of  them — 
if  they  are  usable — are  worth  22s.  6d.  per 

.-carat.  These  fields  have  produced  diamonds 
worth  as  much  as  £60  each  in  the  rough. 
I  think  that  we  should  eliminate  imitation 
predous  stones  from  the  item  imder  omi- 
sideration  with  a  view  to  prevent  glass 
jewellery  frOTi  being  imported  to  compete 
-with  the  genuine  article.  The  only  way 
in  whidi  we  can  attain  our  chyact  is  bv  the 
imposition  of  a  heavy  duty  per  carat  upon 
precious  stones.  The  iaoustry  is  <»ie  in 
which  tens  of  thousands  of  pounds  have 
tteen  invested,  and  there  are  miles  and 
TOiles  of  country  now  awaiting  develop- 

Tient  Under  these  circumstances,  I  think 
that  the  industry  ought  to  be  protected. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [9.7].— In  the 
-previous  item,  we  have  taxed  rolled  gold 
jewellery  at  40  per  cent,  under  the  Gene- 
ral Tttiff  and  at  35  per  cent,  under  the 
TariflF  for  the  United  Kingdom.  Yet  it 
Is  now  proposed  to  mate  jewellery  and 
Imitation  jewellery  n.e.i.  dutiable  at  onlv 

■  30  per  cent,  under  the  General  Tariff  and 
at  25  per  cent,  under  that  for  Great  Bri- 
tain. I  agree  with  the  honorable  mem- 
"ber  for  Oxley  that  the  duties  upon  the  two 
Items  should  be  made  uniform. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Then  the  honorable 
•member  would  not  distinguish  between 
rolled  gold  jewellery,  imitatiMi  jewellery, 
and  iewellerv  of  a  high  standard? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber presses  his  suggestion  to  strike  out  the 
-words  "imitation  jewellery,  n.e.i.,"  I 
■shall  be  prepared  to  consider  it,  but  I 
think  we  should  make  all  these  lines  duti- 
able at  40  per  cent. 

Sir  John  Quick. — ^That  would  penalize 
good  jewellery. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— It  would  not.  In  any 
case,  jewellery  is  a  luxury.  I  would  further 
point  out  that  ;^3oo,ooo  worth  of  jewel- 
lerv  is  annually  imported  into  the  Com- 
monwealth, the  bulk  of  which  could  be 
made  here.  Unless  our  jewellers  receive  a 
greater  measure  of  protection  for  their 
finished  article,  they  will  be  denied  the 
opportunity  of  competing  successfully  that 
they  should  be  afforded. 

Mr.  HUGHES  (West  Sydney)  [9.10].— 
I  wish  to  direct  the  Treasurer's  attention 
to  the  questicni  of  imitation  precious  btones. 
The  honorable  gentleman  has  told  me  that 


a  working  jeweller  has  confided  to  some 
other  person  that  this  duty  is  all  right. 
But  I  submit  that  this  questicm  has  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  wcwking  jeweller. 
It  has  solely  to  do  with  those  who  produce 
rulHes,  garnets,  sapphires,  &c.,  from  our 
mines.  It  is  not  a  questiai  of  the  Aus- 
tralian diamaid  having  to  compete  with  the 
fordgn  diamond,  but  of  the  Australian 
precious  stone  having  to  compete  with  glass 
and  imitation  jewellery.  We  must  recol- 
lect that  whilst  it  would  pay  a  man  to 
smuggle  diamonds,  it  would  not  pay  him 
to  bring  in  a  load  of  glass  wtnth  <xily  about 
4jd.  per  oz.  If  the  Treasurer  will  agree 
to  the  imposition  of  a  specific  dut\'  upon 
this  item,  that  will  be  suflSdent. 

^rr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [9.12].— I  would  point  out  to  the 
honorable  member  for  West  Sydney  that 
any  increase  of  the  duty  [mposed  uptxi 
imitation  predous  stmes  would  be  abso- 
lutely ineffective,  because  the  value  of  our 
own  predous  stcffies  is  legulated  by  the 
Lond(xi  market. 

Mr.  HuGRES. — ^The  prices  of  all  our 
goods  are  determined  by  that  market. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  What- 
ever duty  we  may  impose  will  have  n6 
effect  whatever,  because  the  price  of 
precious  stwies  in  the  CcMnoKXiwealth  is  re- 
gulated by  the  London  market.  If  predous 
stones  are  dearer  Iv-rc  than  they  are  in 
London,  our  supplies  will  crane  Uoca.  Lon- 
don. But  if  a  certain  price  can  be  realized 
for  our  stones  upon  the  London  market, 
the  vendors  will  expect  to  obtain  very 
nearly  the  same  price  for  them  here.  It 
by  imposing  a  heavy  duty  upon  imitation 
precious  stones  we  could .  cause  an  in 
creased  demand  for  the  real — which  is 
very  doubtful — that  increased  demand 
would  be  so  small  tfiat  it  would  not  affect 
the  markets  of  the  world. 

Mr.  HUGHES  (West  Sydney)  [9.14].— 
The  honorable  member  for  North  Sydney 
appears  to  think  that  the  value  of  precious 
stones  is  determined  by  sonie  factor  other 
than  that  which  determines  the  value  of  all 
our  commodities.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
price  of  every  bushel  of  wheat  grown  in 
Australia  is  regulated  by  the  price  of 
wheat  in  London.  In  the  same  way,  the 
price  of  boots  here  is  determined  by  their 
price  in  Lcmdon,  New  York,  and  Berlin, 
and  by  nothing  else.  The  hcmorable 
gentleman  seems  to  think  that  the  value  of 
imitation  jewellery  is  a  matter  of  a  few 
poxe.     But  be  can  go  down  town  and  s~ 
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a  good  paste  diamond  worth  j£s  or  j£6, 
independent  oi  its  setting. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Not  a  dia- 
mond? 

Mr.  HUGHES.— That  statement  is 
quite  true.  Does  not  the  banorable  mem- 
ber know  that  Australian  garnets  can  be 
produced  and  sold  by  the  bucket?  He  does 
not  know  anything  about  them.  There- 
fore these  articles  do  compete  with  the  bet- 
ter grade  imitation  jewels.  If  we  put  a 
reasonable  duty  on  imitation  jewels  we  shall 
reduce  the  difference  between  Australian 
precious  stones  and  imitation  stones,  and 
it  will  lead  people  to  buy  the  former. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  (Moxeton)  [9.i6].-~I 
ask  the  Treasurer  to  give  me  an  oppor* 
tunity  to  move  the  deletion  of  the  words 
"and  imitation  jewellery  "  in  the  first  line, 
with  a  view  to  moving  later  the  insertion 
of  a  new  paragraph  dealing  with  imitaticMi 
jewellery  and  imitation  precious  stones. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Sinclair)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  wordi  "and  Imitation  Jewellery" 
be  left  out. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [9.17]— 
I  hope  that  the  Treasurer  will  accept  the 
amendment,  whidi  I  think  will  be  a  useful 
one  and  meet  the  views  of  a  large  number 
of  honorable  members. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  imitation  jewel- 
lery is  omitted  from  this  item  I  shall  move 
the  insertion  of  the  article  as  a  separate 
item,  subject  to  duties  of  40  and  35  per 
cent. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Amendmoit  (by  Mr.  Sinclair)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  words  "  Imitation  Precious  Stones " 
be  left  out. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluak  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  word  "materials"  the  words 
"  and  all  articles,  n.e.i.,  partly  or  wliolly  made 
of  gold  or  silver,  including  gold  and  silver 
lace,"  be  inserted. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  following  new  item  be  inserted  : — 
"  334*.    On  and  after  7th  December,  1907 — 
Imitation  Jewellery,  n.e.i.,  and  Imitation  Pre- 
cious Stones,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  40  per 
cent,  i  (United  Kingdom),  35  per  cent." 

Mr.  FOSTER  (New  England)  [9-20].— 
I  protest  that  this  arrangement  will  not 
have  the  effect  of  bringing  into  use  the 
cheaper  precious  stones.  A  duty  of  40 
per  cent,  on  imitaticxi  precious  stones 
amounts  to  practically  nothing,  as  th^  are 


worth  only  a  few  pence  each.  But  if  they 
were  subjected  to  a  duty  of  so  much  per 
carat  it  would  prohibit  their  importation  to 
a  great  extent  and  force  into  use  the  smaller 
diamtxids,  garnets,  sapphires,  rubies  and  so 
forth  which  we  can  produce,  and  which  are 
of  a  fairly  low  value.  I  consider  that  if 
a  definite  attempt  were  made  to  bring  into 
use  our  cheaper  precious  stones  it  might  in- 
duce a  cutter  to  set  up  an  establishment 
in  Australia.  One  of  the  greatest  troubla 
to  the  miner  who  has  precious  stones  is 
that  there  is  no  local  buyer.  Thev  have 
all  to  be  sent  to  the  London  or  German 
market  to  be  cut,  and  then  thev  are  re- 
turned to  Australia.  I  believe"  that  an 
almost  prohibitive  duty  on  imitation  pre- 
cious stones  would  lead  to  a  decided  in- 
crease in  the  use  of  our  lower-priced  pre- 
cious stones. 

Proposed  new  item  agreed  to. 

Item  335  (All  articles  partly  or  wholly 
made  up  of  gold  or  silver,  unless  dutiable 
at  a  higher  rate,  or  specified  or  included 
under  the  head  of  jewellwy  elsewhere) 
negatived. 

Item  336.  Bullion  and  Coin ;  Gold  and  Silver 
Bar  Ingot  and  Sheet ;  Cameos,  tataglios,  and 
Precious  Stones,  unset,  including  Pearls,  Coral, 
and  Doublets;  Gold  and  Silver  Wire  for  Em- 
broidery Bullion,  Purl,  free. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [9.23].— I  ask 
the  Treasurer  to  consider  whether  the 
articles  embraced  in  this  item  ought  to  be 
free?  Can  we  not  produce  in  Australia 
bulli(m  and  coin  and  gold  and  silver  bar? 
If  so,  why  should  those  articles  be  made 
free? 

Item  agreed  to. 

Item'  337.  Watches,  Clocks,  and  Chrono- 
meters, n.e.i.,  and  parts  thereof ;  Time  Regis- 
ters and  Detectors ;  Opera,  Field,  and  Marine 
Glasses;  Pedometers;  and  Pocket  Counters  and 
the  like,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  30  per  cent.; 
(United  Kingdom),  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[9.24]. — In  this  item  we  are  asked  to  give 
to  British  imports  a  preference  of  10  per 
cent,  as  against  cheap  Swiss  watches.  I 
am  told  that  there  is  no  serious  competi- 
tion between  Swiss  and  British  watdws, 
and  that  this  duty  will  be  a  heavy  tax  on 
the  poorer  classes.  In  my  opinion  we 
ought  to  make  the  preference  a  little  less 
than  is  proposed.  Therefore,  with  a  view 
to  allowing  the  20  per  cent,  in  the  pre- 
ferential column  to  stand,  I  move — 

That  after  the  words  "  30^  per  cent."  the 
words  "and  on  and  after  7th  December,  1907* 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  25  per  cent.."  be 
iuKZted. 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYxNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9.25]. — I  hold  in  my  hand  letters 
from  four  of,  I  believe,  the  leading  firms 
in  England,  complimenting  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Parliament  upon  the  prefer- 
•ence  which  has  been  pffered  in  this  Tariff 
to  British  imports.  William  Ehrhardt 
Limited,  of  Birmingham,  the  Lancashire 
Watch  Company  Limited,  of  Presoot, 
Henrv  Williamson,  of  Ix)ndon,  and  Rother- 
ham  and  Sons,  of  Coventry,  have  written 
long  letters  in  which  they  approve  of  the 
action  of  the  Parliament,  and  thank  the 
Government  for  proposing  this  preference 
to  British  watches. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVI N  E  (Grampians) 
[9.36]. — I  went  to  Rotherham  and  Sons  to 
^et  a  gold  watch  which  had  been  pre- 
sented to  me  many  years  before,  and  which 
bore  the  name  of  that  firm,  made  into  a 
stem-winding  watch,  but  I  found  that  they 
had  onlv  a  fitting  establishment  in  Eng- 
land, and  that  the  bulk  of  the  works 
of  their  watches  were  made  in  Switzer- 
land. It  has  only  been  within  the 
last  two  or  three  years  that  any  large 
•firms  for  the  making  of  cheap  watches 
for  the  multitude  have  been  established  in 
Great  Britain.  This  duty  will  have  the 
effect  of  raising  the  value  of  cheap  watches 
"bv  two  or  three  shillings  each.  A  watch 
that  will  keep  good  time  for  many  years 
■can  be  bought  in  London  at  frcan  3s.  to 

^^Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [9.27]. 
— I  do  not  know  why  the  preference  has 
been  made  so  much  in  this  case  ?nd  only 
5  per  cent,  in  other  cases.  It  has  gMie 
forth  to  the  world  that  we  were  giving  a 
particular  preference,  and  no  doidbt  some 
of  the  British  firms  have  based  their  cal- 
-culations  thereon.  Unless  there  is  strcmg 
reason  for  departing  from  it,  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  would  be  wiser  not  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — We  have  departed 
from  it  dozens  of  times. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  do  not  think 
■we  have  cut  down  the  preference. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Yes;  on  scores  of 
items. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE. — In  some  cases 
we  have  wiped  out  the  preference,  but  that, 
I  think,  was  done  because  the  opposing 
sides  were  leallv  fighting  as  to  the  amount 
of  the  general  duty.  I  think  that,  as  far 
iis  possible,  we  ought  to  maintain  the  pre- 
ference which  British  people  have  been  led 
to  understand  was  bring  oflfered  to  them. 
■Of  course,  the  Committee  is  not  responsible 


for  the  offer  of  the  Government,  but  if 
it  goes  back  upon  that  offer  it  will  not  pro- 
duce the  most  favorable  impression  in  the 
Old  Country.  We  ought  not  to  depart 
from  the  <^er  except  in  special  cixcum- 
stances. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[9.29]. — I  am  informed  that  the  Swiss 
manufacturers  have  a  monopoly  of  the 
manufacture  of  the  cheaper  sorts  of 
watches.  My  informant  says  that  the  bulk 
— in  fact,  nearly  all  of  them — are  made 
in  Switzerland  for  Great  Britain,  and  dis-- 
tributed  from  the  latter  country. 

Mr.  Harper. — And  in  America  also.  I 
have  a  dollar  watch  which  keeps  excelloit 
time. 

Mr.    JOSEPH    COOK.— Clocks  come 
from  America  in  large  numbers. 

Mr.  Hakper. — And  watches  also. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  told  that 
the  Swiss  have  a  traditionary  skill  in  this 
trade,  just  as  the  British  have  in  producing 
some  sorts  of  cutlery.  It  has  been  de- 
veloped through  centuries. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [9.32].  —  I 
should  like  to  reply  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Grampians  in  reference  to  the  Ro- 
therham Watch  Company.  I  think  he  has 
been  misinformed.'  I  am  told  that  every 
particle  of  the  watches  turned  out  l>v  the 
Rotherham  Company  are  made  in  Coventry. 
For  that  reason  alone,  I  think  that  we 
should  give  a  preference  against  the 
American  watches.  The  English  ccxnpanies 
are  now  putting  up  expensive  machinery  to 
enable  them  to  compete  against  the 
American  watch  trade.  As  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  is  constantly 
vaunting  his  desire  for  preference  to  the 
Mother  Country,  I  appeal  to  him  to  agree 
to  a  preference  of  10  per  cent,  in  favour 
of  English  manufacturers  in  this  line. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Will  the  honorable 
member  undertake  to  \*ote  with  me  on  all 
preference  amendments  if  I  do? 

Mr.  PAGE.— No,  I  cannot;  but  I  will 
undertake  to  vote  for  preference  to  the  Old 
Country  as  often  as  I  possibly  can. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE  (Grampians) 
[9.34]. — I  have  here  a  watch  manufactured 
by  Rotherham  and  Sons,  London.  It  is 
a  watch  of  a  pattern  well  known  in  Aus- 
tralia. I  had  the  greatest  diflScultv.  when 
I  was  in  London,  in  finding  their  establish- 
ment. I  discovered  it  after  great  trouble, 
and  I  asked  them  whether  they  could 
convert  mv  watch  into  a  ste^-winding 
watch.     They  said  they  could,  but  that  it 
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would  take  them  a  tittle  while.  I  asked 
them  how  long,  and  they  said  a  month  or 
six  weeks.  They  could  not  do  it  in  less 
time,  because  thev  had  to  get  some  of  their 
parts  from,  or  send  it  to,  Switzerland. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9-35]. — Perhaps  it  would  Le  well 
for  me  to  read  to  the  Committee  part  of 
a  letter  received  by  the  Custcmis  from  Ro- 
therham  and  Sons,  London  and  Coventry. 
They  say — ■ 

I  am  writing  on  behalf  of  my  firm — the 
watcli  manufacturing  firm  of  Rotherham  and 
Sons — to  express  a  wish  that  we  may  record 
how  much  we  appreciitte  the  sympathy  of  your 
Ooveramcnt  in  granting  a  preferential  Tatif 
which  extends  to  English  watches ;  and  I  may 
add'  that  this  is  also  appreciated  by  our  work 
people  to  an  extent  that  could  not  have  existed 
a  few  years  ago.  We  hope  that  in  the  best 
interests  of  English  manufacture,  watches  to 
cntn  the  preference  will  have  to  be  certified  as 
ICnglish,  both  in  movement  and  case,  as  there 
is  a  tendency  amongst  some  makers  of  cheap 
goods  to  use  foreign  cases,  a  proceeding  that 
is  quite  unnecessary. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Item  agreed  to. 

Item  338.  Watch  anil  Clock  Main  and  Haii 
Springs ;  Compasses  of  all  kinds  except  for 
external  wear ;  Ships'  Chronometers,  Patent 
Logs,  and  Sounding  Machines;  Microscopes; 
Telescopes ;  Barometers  and  Thermometers  ex* 
rejjt  ailvertisin"  a<I.  val.  (fleneral  Tariff),  5  per 
lent.  ;  (United  Kingdom),  free. 

Amendment    (by  Sir  Willlau  Lyne) 

agreed  to — 

That  after  the  word  "  wear,"  line  3,  the 
words  "  and  except  those  of  gold  or  silver  or 
mounted  in  gold  or  silver,"  be  inserted. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  339.  Kinematograpbs,  including  sensi* 
tized  and  exposed  films ;  Kinetoscopes,  Phono* 
fjraphs,  Graphopfaones,  Gramophones,  including 
accessories,  n.e.i,,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  35 
per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  25  per  cent. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  word  "  Kinematographs "  the 
word  '*  Bioscopes"  be  inserted. 

Mr.   MAHON   (Coolgardie)  [9.38].— I 
move — 

That  the  words  "  Phonographs,  Graphophones, 
Gramophones,  including  accessories,  be  left 
out. 

If  this  amendment  be  carried,  I  shall  move 
that  talking-machines,  phonographs,  com- 
mercial or  business,  graphophones,  gramo- 
phones, including  all  accessories,  be  free. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not  know 
whether  it  will  affect  the  amendment  of 
the  honorable  member,  but  I  had  intended 
to  propose  the  addition  of  the  words  "ma- 
trices for  the  manufacture  in  Australia  of 


phonograpli,  graphophone,  and  gramo- 
phone records,  free." 

Mr.  MAHON. — I  apprehend  that  very- 
little  argument  will  be  required  to  recom- 
mend my  amendment  to  the  Conmittee. 
The  object  is,  of  course,  to  put  talking- 
machines,  including  gramophones,  grapho- 
phones. and  phonographs  on  the  free  list. 
The  phonograph  is  now  largely  used  irv 
commerce.     I  need  not  explain  its  opera- 
tion.    Seeing  that  these  goods  cannot  be- 
manufactured  in  Australia   under  present 
circumstances,  the  advisableness  of  not  im- 
posing a  duty  on  them  should  i>e  obvious. - 
The  Treasurer  must  be  perfectly  aware,- 
also,  that  it  is  impossible  to  produce  the- 
records  in  Australia,  because  the  artists*^ 
whose  songs  and  music  it  is  desired  to  be- 
produced  live  for  the  most  part  at  the  other 
side  of  the  world.    Even  supposing  that 
these  goods  were  manufactured  in  Austra- 
lia, it  would  be  necessary  to  pay  a  royalty 
on  them,  because  the  instruments  are  the 
subject  of  patents.    I  do  not  think  that  I 
need  elaborate  the  point,  but  if  the  Com- 
mittee wish  I  will  enter  into  arguments  iir 
suppc«-t  of  the  contentions  fuliv  stated  in- 
the  petition  presented  to  the  House  fron> 
those  engaged  in  the  trade. 

Mr.  Hughes. — The  duty  was  20  per 
cent,  under  the  old  Tariff. 

Mr.  >rAHON. — Yes;  but  at  the  time  it 
was  passed  the  trade  was  insignificant  com- 
pared with  what  it  is  now.  Nobody  took 
any  notice  of  the  duty,  and  the  20  per 
rent,  was  imposed  for  revenue  purposes. 
Now,  however,  the  imports  have  become  of 
considerable  volume. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber think  that  the  records  instruments, 
will  become  any  cheaper  if  the  duty  is  re- 
moved ? 

^fr.  MAHON.— Yes.  I  am  also  cer- 
tain that  the  price  will  be  increased  to  the- 
consumer  by  the  amount  of  any  duty  we 
impose. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Will  the  price  be  reduced 
if  we  make  the  goods  free? 

^Ir.  MAHON. — I  imagine  that  it  will 
be  reduced  in  time.  At  any  rate,  accord- 
ding  to  the  Customs  returns  j(f6o.ooo  worth 
of  these  goods  were  imported  last  year. 
When  we  passed  the  IQ02  Tariff,  the  im- 
ports were  comparativelv  trifling. 

yu.  HuGiiEs.  —  Does  the  htmorablr- 
member's   amendment   include  kinemato- 

^'"^h^  ''mAHON.— »e^p^^fiSl*^n»- 
chines. 
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Mr.  King  O'Malley. — Cannot  they  be 
made  in  this  country? 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — Is  there  any  rea- 
sonable prospect  of  their  being  made  here  ? 

Mr.  MAHON.  —  I  am  informed  that 
there  is  not  In  any  case,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  make  the  records  here.  The 
machines  also  are  the  subject  of  patents, 
and  they  are  very  complicated.  If  they 
■were  manufactured  in  Australia,  it  would 
be  under  great  disadvantages,  because,  ss 
the  Treasurer  knows  very  well,  the  demand 
in  Australia  is  so  limited  that  it  would 
never  pay  a  company  to  manufacture  such 
cc»nplicated  machines  here. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Oh,  but  we  shall 
have  50,000,000  people  here  in  a  few 
years*  time! 

Mr,  MAHON. — There  are  many  possi- 
bilities affecting  the  development  of  Aus- 
tralia, of  course,  but  we  are  legislating 
for  our  own  day  and  generati(m. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Not  at  all ;  we  are 

legislating  for  ever ! 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  hope  the  honorable 
member  wilt  be  long  here  to  legislate  I 
content  myself  with  submitting  the  amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  agreed  ta 
Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Amendment   (by   Mr.    Mahon)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  following  new  item  be  inserted  r— 
"339^-    Chi  and  after  7th  December,  1907 — 
Talkinf;  Machines,  Graphophoncs^  Gramophones, 
Phonographs,  commercial  or  busmess,  including 
all  accessories,  free,"  be  inserted. 

What   about   the   amendment  which  the 

Treasurer  said  he  intended  to  move? 
Sir  William    Lvne. — The  amendment 

carried  at  tlie  honorable  member's  instance 

obviates  the  necessity  for  it. 
Proposed  new  item  agreed"  ta 
Item  340  (Spectacle  cases)  agreed  to. 

Item  341.  Spectacle  Frames  (not  being  partly 
OF  wholly  of  gold  or  silver,  or  gold  or  silver 
plated),  with  or  without  glasses  (General  Tariff), 
JO  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  free. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [9.45].— If  this 
item  be  passed  without  amendment,  then 
gold  and  silver-rimmed  spectacle  frames 
will  be  dutiable  und»  Item  332  at  40  per 
cent,  and  35  per  cent 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Surely  they  are  not 
Jewellery. 


Mr.  CROUCH.— That  is  the  item  und^r 
which  they  would  come.  I  am  glad  to 
notice  that  common  steel-rimmed  spectacles 
are  rapidly  falling  into  disuse,  and  that 
even  men  and  women  in  humble  circimi- 
stances  who  need  glasses  are  using  superior 
spectacles  with  either  gold  or  silver  frames. 
Spectacles  are  not  a  luxury,  and  we 
should  endeavour  to  make  them  available 
at  a  cheap  rate:  The  people  of  Aus- 
tralia are  recognising  more  than  ever  the 
necessitv  for  carefully  protecting  the  s^t, 
and  I  think  that  good  glasses  should  be 
brought  within  the  reach  of  the  poorest 
people  in  the  community. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer)  [9.48]. — If  the  honorable  member 
will  allow  me,  I  have  an  amendment  to 
propose  which  I  think  will  meet  his  ob- 
jection.    I  move — 

That  the  words  *'  and  on  and  after  7th  De- 
cember, 1907,  Spectacles  and  Spectacle  Frames, 
□ot  being  gold,  ^d  Glasses  for  Spectacles,  ad 
val.  (General  Tariff),  to  per  cent.;  (United 
Kingdom),  fiee."  be  added. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [9.49].— Even 
under  the  honorable  member's  amendment 
the  spectacle  frames  to  which  I  refer 
would  be  dutiable  at  40  per  cmt. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Cannot  gold  spectacle 
frames  be  made  here? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— They  are  not  made 
here.  About  four  years  ago  Messrs.  W. 
Wood  and  Companj,  of  Howey-street, 
Melbourne,  brought  out  two  expert 
gold  frame  spectacle  makers  tmder  a  two 
years'  contract,  which  provided  that  they 
should  each  receive  a  salary  of  j£fi  per 
week.  It  was  found,  however,  that  it 
wcMild  be  impossible  to  carry  on  the  in* 
dustry  of  making  gold  spectacle  frames 
in  Australia,  unless  with  the  assistance  of 
a  duty  of  about  200  per  cent.  Four-dwt. 
spectacle  frames,  which  can  be  imported 
for  15s.,  cost  jQi  r4s.  4d.  to  produce  here, 
and  as  the  result  of  this  experience,  one  of 
the  experts  returned  to  England  after  his 
period  of  service  had  expired,  and  the 
other  is  now  carrying  on  a  small  repairing 
business  in  Melbourne.  Most  of  these 
frames  are  imported  from  Germany, 
America,  and  France,  and  can  be  obtained 
there  so  cheaply  that,  as  I  have  said,  a 
duty  of  about  200  per  cent,  would  be 
necessary  to  enable  the  industry  to  be  suc- 
cessfullv  carried  on  in  Australia.  Under 
the  Victorian  Tariff  gold-rimmed  and 
silver-rimmed  spectacles  of  all  kinds  were 
free,  an  attempt  under  an  earlier  Tariff 
to  encourage  the  industry  having  failed. 
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I  would  ask  the  Minister  to  omit  the  words 
' '  not  being  partly  or  wtioUy  of  gold  or 

silver." 

Sir  William  Lyme. — I  cannot  do  that. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  wrong  as  to  the  duties  to  which 
such  spectacle  frames  would  be  liable.  If 
the  item  be  amended  as  proposed,  they 
will  be  dutiable  under  item  334  at  30  per 
cent,  and  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Kolled  gold  spectacles 
would  fall  under  item  332. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Rolled  gold  and  silver 
frames  are  free,  only  standard  gold  frames 
being  dutiable. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— In  a  letter  to  the 
press,  a  man  in  the  trade  wrote — 

The  preference  in  favour  of  the  United  King- 
dom is  an  absolute  farce.  If  it  were  raised 
to  20  per  cent,  it  would  not  be  eHective  in  any 
of  the  lines  mentioned.  The  Americana  and 
Germans  have  succeeded  in  turning  out  superior 
goods  at  a  much  lower  rate,  and  in  the  cheaper 
class  of  spectacles  the  Britisher  docs  not  at< 
tempt  to  compete,  and  I  very  much  doubt 
whether  a  50  per  cent,  preference  would  induce 
him  to  enter  into  competition. 

Will  the  Minister  give  me  his  assurance 
that  rolled  gold  spectacle  frames  will  be 
free?  ' 

Mr.  HuMB  CooK.~Rolled  gold  frames 
will  be  free. 

Amendm^t  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Division  XII. — Leather  and  Rubber. 

Item  343.  Boots,  Shoes,  Slippers,  Clogs,  Pat- 
tens, and  other  footwear  (of  any  material), 
n.e.i.  i  and  Boot  and  Shoe  Uppers  and  Tops; 
Cork,  leather,  or  other  Socks  or  Soles,  ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  35  per  cent. ;  (United^  King- 
dom), 30  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[9.55]. — I  should  like  to  know  whether  the 
Minister  is  prepared  to  agree  to  these 
duties  being  reduced  to  30  per  cent,  and  35 
per  cent.  ? 

Sir  William  Lvne. — That  would  mean 
that  most  of  these  goods  would  come  in 
under  a  dutv  5  per  cent,  less  than  that 
which  prevailed  under  the  old  Tariff. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Will  the  Trea- 
surer re-enact  the  old  duty  in  its  entirety  ? 
If  so,  I  will  say  no  more. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — ^No. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  reason  I 
ask  for  this  reducticHi  is  that  I  find  that 
last  year  we  imported  only  _;£i73,ooo  wcHth 
of  boots  and  shoes,  although  I  daresay  that 
the  total  boot  and  shoe  bill  for  Australia 
vas  at  the  very  least  ;£6,ooo,ooo  or 
'7,000,000. 


Mr.  Salmon. — That  would  be  equal  to 
30s.  per  aimum  per  head  of  the  popula- 
tion. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  sure  that 
the  honorable  member  will  find  that  my 
estimate  is  not  far  out.  These  figures  show 
that  our  own  manufacturers  have  done  very 
well  under  the  old  Tariff.  They  have 
practically  driven  importations  out  of  Aus- 
tralia, so  that  this  increased  duty  is  un- 
necessary. Will  the  Treasurer  agree  to  the 
old  rates? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No. 

Mr,  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  I  shall 
move  to  apply  duties  of  30  per  cent,  and 
25  per  cent,  to  both  items.  Surely  the 
Minister  will  make  some  difference  in  re- 
gard to  infants'  boots  and  shoes.  In  a 
communication  which  I  have  received  from 
the  chairman  of  the  Bootmakers'  Associa- 
tion of  New  South  Wales,  a  protectionist 
I  think,  he  says  in  regard  to  infants* 
shoes — 

There  are  in  Sydney,  as  far  aa  I  can  trace, 
three  very  small  manufacturers  employing  only 
a  few  hands.  In  Melbourne  there  are  four  un- 
important manufactnreis.  Under  the  old  Tariff 
these  makers  complained  they  could  not  make 
it  pay  to  manufacture,  and  under  the  new 
Tariff  none  of  them  have  extended  their  fac- 
tories, nor  do  they  employ  more  hands.  As 
a  fact,  it  is  within  mv  knowledge  that  hands 
for  this  class  of  work  arc  not  to  be  got.  In 
the  first  place,  they  require  female  machinists, 
and  there  is  a  dearth  of  that  class  of  labour  in 
the  market,  as  not  only  the  shoe  trade  but  all 
other  trades  complain  they  cannot  get  suflScient 
labour  of  this  class  to  carry  on.  Then,  where 
male  labour  is  employed  men  will  not  do  the 
work,  as  it  is  too  small,  and,  consequently,  it 
will  develop  into  a  trade  for  women  and  boys  if 
that  class  of  labour  can  be  obtained. 

He  asks  that  infants'  shoes  be  placed  on 
the  free  list.  The  manufacture  of  these 
shoes  does  not  pay,  because  other  classes 
of  business  are  much  more  {Mx^table.  I 
move — 

That  after  the  words  "  35  per  cent."  the 
words  "and  on  and  after  7th  December,  1907, 
ad  val.  (Gentol  Tariff),  30  per  cent.."  be  in* 

serted. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [10.5].— The 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  has 
shown  that  there  is  no  good  reason  for  in- 
creasing the  duties  on  boots  and  shoes. 
Manufacturers  have  prospered  under  the 
old  rates,  the  importations  of  boots  and 
shoes  being  exceedingly  small  in  compari- 
son with  the  total  number  used  in  the  Com- 
monwealth. The  bootmaking  industry  is 
not  a  new  one.  It  is  now  settled  on  a  firm 
basis.  Therefore  the  pr^osal  to  rdio- 
pose  the  old  Tate»ig*ifMi ^ISa^k^ l^ve  the 
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support  of  the  Labour  Party.  Hoiorable 
members  know  very  welt  that  children  who 
go  barefooted  to  school  are  looked  down 
upon  by  their  fellows. 

Mr.  Foster. — That  is  snobbery  on  th^ 
part  of  those  who  are  wearing  boots. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— There  is,  of  course, 
a  school  of  physicians  which  claims  that  it 
is  a  good  thing,  in  a  climate  like  this,  for 
children  to  go  barefooted ;  but  class  dis- 
tinctiwis  never  will  be  abolished,  and 
children  who  go  barefooted  to  school  are 
made  to  feel  by  the  others  that  they  are  in 
a  tower  social  positim. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Does  the  hcxiorable  mem- 
ber know  what  aged  child  would  use  a 
No.  6  boot,  infants'  size? 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— No;  but  I  know  that 
the  increase  in  these  and  other  duties  will 
make  it  very  hard  for  some  parents  to 
make  both  ends  meet.  If  a  man  who  is  in 
receipt  of  a  small  wage  has  his  expendi- 
ture increased  by  3s.  or  4s.  a  week,  he 
may  be  reduced  from  a  positi^  of  com- 
parative luxury  to  one  of  poverty. 

Mr.  Salmon. — A  child  wearing  a,  No.  6 
boot,  infant's  size,  is  generally  in  the  per- 
ambulator. 

Mr.  Page. — I  have  seen  youngsters 
going  barefooted  to  school  in  the  Hunter 
electorate,  and  healthv  kiddies  they  were, 
too. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— That  does  not  affect 
my  argument.  Children  who  go  barefooted 
to  school  are  lodced  clown  on  by  their  fel- 
lows. 

Mr.  Page. — That  is  abeurd.  My  children 
when  going  to  school  would  not  wear  boots. 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — Not  only  the  members 
of  the  Opposition,  but  the  members  of  the 
Liabour  Party  as  well,  should,  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  workers  whom  they  profess 
to  Tq>resent,  oppose  any  increase  of  duty 
on  boots  and  shoes.  Not  long  ago,  when 
the  New  South  Wales  electicHis  were  on, 
the  members  of  the  Labour  Party  said  that 
they  would  vote  against  any  increase  of 
duties  on  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  surely 
in  a  country  like  this,  boots  and  shoes  are 
among  the  necessaries  of  life.  The  pro- 
posed increase  should  be  voted  against  bv 
all  luxKvable  members,  no  matter  what 
their  fiscal  opinions. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [10.  i  a].— You, 
Mr.  Chairman,  havuig  lived  for  many  vears 
in  Western  Que«island,  are  aware  that 
there  are  more  children  trooo  to  school  baie- 
footed  than  wear  boots.  The  children  of 
rich  and  poor  alike  will  not  wear  boots  fo 


school  if  they  can  avx>id  doing  so.  I  could 
always  afford  to  supply  my  youngsters 
with  boots,  but  they  used  to  plant  them  in 
the  bush  on  their  way  to  school,  and  then 
some  one  would  come  along  and  shake 
them.  Let  the  members  of  the  yoxmg  Aus- 
tralia party  say  whether  they  have  not 
done  that  sort  of  tiling  themselves  when 
school  children. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — The  honorable  member 
did  not  bring  his  children  up  very  well. 

Mr.  PAGE. — They  have  never  caust-d 
me  a  moment's  worry,  and  are  a  credit  to 
me.  The  honorable  monber  for  Darling 
Downs  will  bear  out  my  statement  that 
Queensland  children  dislike  wearing  boots 
to  school. 

Mr.  Groom. — I  went  barefooted  mvself. 

Mr.  PAGE. — Things  may  be  different  in 
Slelbourne,  but  in  Queensland,  it  is  the 
hardest  thing  in  the  world  to  get  children 
to  wear  boots. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — Going  without  boots  is 
only  a  fashionable  fad. 

Mr.  PAGE.— If  the  honorable  member 
were  in  Queensland,  he  would  be  only  too 
ready  to  adopt  the  fashion  of  wearing  as 
few  clothes  as  possible. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — The  honorable  member  is 
talking  about  the  tropical  districts. 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  am  talking  about  the  sub- 
tropical districts.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber knows  nothiag  about  any  place  outside 
the  Hunter  electcvate  If  he  travelled 
more,  he  would  not  be  as  ooe-eyed  as  some 
of  the  Victorian  protectionists.  At  Mun- 
gundi,  on  the  New  South  Wales  border,  a 
few  hundred  miles  north  of  Maitland,  1 
have  seen  children  going  to  school  bare- 
footed. 'The  stock  in  Western  Queensland 
are  ixM  degenerating,  even  though  the 
youngsters  do  not  wear  boots  when  going  to 
school.  They  are  equal  to  sample.  I  have 
lived  there  thirty  years,  and  am  not,  I 
think,  a  bad  sample.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  MoretOTi  is  another  good  type  of 
Queenslander,  and  I  tliink  he  would  cor- 
roborate my  statement  that  \oungsters 
go  (o  school  in  that  State  barefooted, 
and  are  not  looked  down  upon  on  that  ac- 
count. In  the  circum-stances,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Hunter,  in  pleading  for 
the  voungsters  who  have  to  go  to  school 
barefooted,  is  barking  up  the  wrong  tree. 

Mr.  COON  (Batman)  [io.i6].-The 
honcH-able  member  for  Parramatta  has 
made  a  statement  which  I  wish  to  correct. 
He  referred  to  a  letter  in  which  it  was 
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stated  that  a  leading  boot  and  shoe  manu- 
facturer in  New  South  Wales  had  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  it  was  not  likely 
that  factories  for  the  manufacture  of  in- 
fants' boots  would  be  established  in  Vic- 
toria  or  any  other  State. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  hmwrable 
member  is  wrong.  The  statement  was  made 
that  there  are  four  factories. 

Mr.  COON. — The  statement  was  made 
that  no  increase  in  the  number  was  likely. 
Let  me  tell  honorable  members  opposite 
that,  sinra  the  present  duty  was  imposed, 
the  number  of  hands  in  <Mie  factory  alwie 
in  this  State  has  been  increased  by  25  per 
cent. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — How  many 
were  working  there  before? 

Mr.  COON.— They  had  five.  The  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  hands  in  another 
factory  has  been  over  100  per*  cent.  More 
than  that,  they  have  reduced  the  price  of 
children's  boots.  The  honorable  member 
lor  Himter  spoke  of  children  having  to  go 
to  school  without  boots.  The  price  of  sizes 
4  to  6  of  boots  such  as  these  I  have  here 
were  sold  under  the  old  Tariff  at  is.  8d. 
per  pair,  and  we  have  reduced  the  price  to 
IS.  6d.  per  pair.  These  boots  are  made 
of  Australian  leather,  under  Australian 
conditions,  and  are  competing  successfully 
against  the  products  of  sweated  labour  in 
other  countries,  where  the  employ6s  have 
to  work  every  day  in  the  week,  in 
some  cases,  including  Sundays.  We 
pay  in  this  industry  25s.  a  week  to 
a  girl  who  would  get  only  8s.  or  9s. 
a  week  in  the  Old  Country.  Yet  we  have 
reduced  the  price  under  the  present  pro- 
tective Tariff  to  the  extent  of  2d.  per  pair 
in  these  small  sizes.  Why,  then,  should 
the  duty  be  taken  off? 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — If  those  boots  are 
examined,  they  will  probably  be  found  to 
be  made  mostly  of  brown  paper. 

Mr.  COON. — I  challenge  the  honorable 
member  to  examine  the  boots  I  have  here. 
If  he  compares  than  with  imported  boots, 
he  will  find  them  superior.  When  the  hon- 
orable member  talks  about  brown  paper, 
let  me  tell  him  that  only  a  short  time  ago 
a  gentleman  waited  on  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Custwns  to  ask  him  to  allow 
infants'  boots  to  come  in  at  a  low  rate 
because  the  insol'^s  were  made  of  card- 
board. I  was  approached  in  connexion 
with  the  matter,  and  refused  to  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  it.  The  Australian-made 
boots  I  have  here  are  made  entirelv  of 
leather.    The  duty  should  be  maintained. 


and,  as  a  result,  a  number  of  men  and 
girls  will  receive  employment.  There  is 
no  justification  for  a  reduction  of  the 
duty,  and  the  honorable  member  for  Par- 
ramatta  has  not  given  a  single  reason  why 
it  should  be  reduced,  whilst  I  have  shown 
tliat  iHider  the  present  protection  the  prices 
of  these  boots  have  been  reduced.  In 
every  line  the  prices  of  these  sizes  have 
been  reduced  in  some  cases  by  id.  per  pair 
and  in  others  by  ad.  per  pair.  The  price 
charged  for  (xie  line  of  these  boots  is  zys. 
per  dozen,  whilst  the  imported  price  for 
the  same  article  is  i8s.  per  dozen.  The 
price  for  another  line  is  11  s.  per  dozen, 
and  the  imported  price  12s.,  and  in  con- 
nexion with  another  line  I  have  here  the 
price,  as  I  have  already  said,  has  been  re- 
duced from  IS.  8d.  to  is.  dd.  per  pair. 
The  honorable  member  for  Parramatta 
comes  from  a  State  where  those  engaged  in 
this  industry  have  asked  for  the  highest 
protecticMi.  They  have  asked  for  a  duty 
of  as  high  as  50  per  cent.  If  I  did  not 
advocate  the  claim  of  New  South  Wales 
manufacturers  when  thev  ask  for  an  in- 
creased* duty,  I  should  be  told  that  as  it 
was  not  a  Victorian  industry,  I  would  not 
stand  up  tea  it.  That  is  one  of  the 
reasons  why  I  have  stood  up  for  it  to- 
night. 

Mr.   JOSEPH    COOK  (Parramatta) 

[10.21]. — The  honorable  member  for  Bat- 
man is  like  a  travelling  pedlar.  First  of 
all  he  brings  a  china  cup  into  the  cham- 
ber and  flourishes  it  before  the  eyes  of 
honorable  members.  Now  he  is  hawking 
babies'  boots  about.  I  wonder  where  the 
honorable  member  picks  these  things  up. 
He  seems  to  be  a  veritable  depository  of  all 
the  nicks  and  nacka  to  be  found  in  Aus- 
tralia. I  am  sure  he  must  feel  the  re- 
sptmsibility  of  his  position  very  keenly. 
He  feels,  no  doubt,  that  he  is  the  embodi- 
ment of  the  protectimist  sentiment  of  Aus* 
tralia.  and  that  he  is  performing  a  very 
solemn  and  sacred  duty. 

Mr.  Coon. — Let  the  hcMmable  member 
gi\"e  some  reason  against  the  dutx*. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  intend  to  do 
so,  and  I  shall  not  give  my  own  reasons. 
I  prefer  to  give  the  reasons  of  a  man  who 
is  the  chairman  of  a  great  association  !n 
New  South  Wales,  and  who  has  been  in 
this  business  all  his  life.  Of  course,  be 
does  not  know  half  as  much  about  the 
subject  as  does  the  honorabLe>member  for 
Bfttman,  wh0|  I  suppQM^cikii^ji^j^^^fted 
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in  a  boot  shop  in  his  life,  and  therefore 
knows  all  about  it. 

Mr.  Coon. — I  had  ten  years'  experience 
in  the  boot  trade. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  sure  I  do 
not  know  what  the  honorable  member  has 
Titit  dcxie.  He  told  us  the  other  day  that 
he  has  worked  in  mines.  His  tnc^aphy, 
if  written,  should  prove  interesting  read- 
ing. I  guarantee  that  if  he  was  in  the 
boot  factory  to  which  he  has  referred  at 
all,  it  was  the  first  time  he  was  ever  in  a 
boot  factory.  I  might  as  well  tell  the 
honorable  member  that  the  writer  of  the 
letter  to  which  I  have  referred,  is  Mr. 
Joseph  Vickery,  of  Sydney,  a  man  who 
has  been  manufacturing  boots  all  his  life. 
The  letter  continues — 

Then,  as  to  felt  slippers,  there  is  only  a 
rise  of  s  P^'  c«°t->  but  tb'*  ^^^J  ^tioufd  be 
reduced  as  low  as  posaible  as  these  are  the 
cheap  goods  that  are  made  in  Lancashire  by 
noD-swcatcd  labour,  made  next  to  the  mills 
wbere  the  material  is  mantifactured.  This  class 
of  work  it  would  be  impossible  to  mabe  in  this 
country,  the  material  not  being  available  nor 
the  lu)0ur. 

Another  point  T  wish  to  put  before  you.  In 
taxing  these  lines  of  infants'  shoes  and  slippers 
von  are  taxing  the  little  children  and  the  work- 
ing classes,  as  the  goods  that  arc  imported  are 
for  labouring  people  in  nearly  all  cases,  and 
adding  the  duty  on  the  imported  price  umply 
means  adding  considerably  to  the  price  of  the 
article  for  the  working  man. 

To  sum  up,  the  extra  duties  do  not  apparently 
benefit  the  Australian  manufacturers,  and,  with- 
out doubt,  they  do  seriously  afFect  the  Australian 
consumer  of  limited  means. 

It  is  signed  "  Joseph  Vickery,  Chairman." 
The  Treasurer  knows  him  well. 

Sir  WiLiiAM  Lyme. — do  not  know 
wb(Hn  the  h(morable  member  means. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Surely  the  hon- 
osaUe  member  remembers  the  Honorable 
Ebenezer  Vickery? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — He  is  not  alive. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— No;  but  his 
sons  are.  This  son.  Joseph  Vickery,  is 
carryinft  on  the  business. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  Vickerys  are 
the  rankest  of  free-traders.  Old  Vickery 
was  a  red-hot  (me. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Treasurer 
is,  I  think,  misstating  the  facts,  or  he 
does  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Sir  William  Lyne.^ — That  is  not  so. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Mr.  Joseph  Vic- 
kery is,  I  believe,  protectionist.  He  has 
been  in  the  business  all  his  life,  and  he 
makes  that  statement  as  chairman  of  the 
Boot  War^ousemea's  Association  of  New 
South  Wales. 


Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Did  the  honorable 
member  ask  Mr.  Jackscoi,  the  ^reat  boot- 
maker in  Sydney.,  who  has  retired,  what 
he  thought  about  it  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  did  not;  but 
as  he  has  retired  I  suppose  the  honorable 
member  thinks  that  he  knows  more  about 
it  than  does  a  man  who  is  actively  ^g^d 
ill  the  business. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Mr.  Jackson  is  very 
strongly  in  favour  of  high  protection  for 
boots.     Let  us  get  on. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  want  to  have 
this  duty  restored  to  its  old  level.  The 
holding  up  of  a  small  pair  of  boots  in  this 
chamber  bears  no  relaticm  whatever  to  the 
millions  and  millions  of  pairs  that  are  con- 
sumed every  year  by  the  working  people  of 
Australia. 

Mr.  CooNv — ^You  can  buy  a  pair  of 
working  boots  now  for  2S.  iid. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Here  is  a  pro- 
tectionist advocating  2s.  iid.  boots!  He 
is  going  to  give  good  wages  out  of  2s.  iid. 
boots,  and  sound,  solid  leather  boots  into 
the  bargain  !  We  ask  only  for  a  small  re- 
duction of  the  duty,  and  only  a  small  in- 
crease has  been  proposed  by  the  Treasurer ; 
but  I  have  quoted  an  authoritative  state- 
ment that  an  increase  in  duty  will  do  no 
good  to  the  manufacturers— they  do  not 
want  it,  as  they  had  a  virtual  monopolv  of 
the  Australian  market  under  the  old  duties 
— but  will  simply  make  boots  dearer  to  the 
public.  We  oughi,  therefore,  to  let  well 
alone. 

^t^.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [10.32].— The 
honorable  member  for  Batman  exhibited  a 
pair  of  boots  which  he  said  were  made  in 
Australia,  after  stating  that  if  the  imj^rted 
boots  were  examined  it  would  be  found  that 
they  were  cmnpceed  partly  of  paper.  I 
have  takoi  the  trouble  to  examine  very  care- 
fullv  the  boots  exhibited  by  the  honorable 
member,  and  out  of  one  small  boot  I  have 
taken  quite  a  handful  of  paper.  On  the 
surface  there  is  a  material  which  is  made 
to  imitate  the  finest  white  kid,  but  which 
after  all  is  only  paper.  Below  that  again 
I  find  paper  with  printing  on  if — some- 
thing about  a  company  and  a  catalogue — 
and  then  again  layer  after  laver  of  oaper. 
and  vet  the  haiorable  member  for  Batman 
says  that  those  boots  are  made  entirely  of 
leather. 

Mr.  HtnjE  Cook. — The  soles  Are  of  solid 
leather.  Every  pair  of  bdfigJCthat  kind 
is  made  in  the  same  way. 


7158  Tariff         [REPRESENTATIVES.]        (Booto,  <fcc.). 


Question — That  after  the  words  "  35  per 
cent."  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  7th 
December,  1907,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff), 
30  iwr  cent."   be  inserted  (Mr.  Joseph 
Cook's    amendment) — put.      The  Com- 
mittee divided. 

Ayes      ...  ...  ...  II 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  28 


Majority 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Bowdcn,  E.  K, 
t  ook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  R. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 

Bamford,  F.  W. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
C.room,  L.  E. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N 
MathewSj  J. 

Kelly,  \\.  H. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Fvsh,  Sir  Philip 
Ki-id,  C.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Sinclair,  H. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Livingston,  J. 
Mahon,  H. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Fo.\ton,  Colonel 


...  17 

Arts. 

Johnson,  W.  E. 
Poynton,  A. 
Thomson,  Dugald 

Tellers: 
Liddell,  F. 
McWilliami.  W.  J. 

Noes. 

O'Malley.  King 
Page,  J- 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Walkins,  D. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  ]■ 

Kingston,  C.  C. 
Batcfaelor,  £.  L. 
Sampson,  S. 
Harper,  R. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
Webster,  W. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
(  alls,  J.  H. 
Mnuger,  S- 
Wilson,  J.  G. 


QuesticMi  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Paixamatta) 
[10.37].— [  desire  to  know  whether  I  shall 
be  in  order  in  moving  an  all-round  duty  of 
30  per  cent.  ? 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  shall  object  to 
such  a  duty,  because  large  quantities  of 
those  goods  come  from  Great  Britain,  and 
I  desire  to  give  a  preference  to  the  Old 
Country. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.^What  the  Trea- 
surer desires  is  a  duty  against  the  Old 
Country — it  is  a  miserable  sham  i>refer- 
enre ! 

Item  agreed  to. 


Mr.  SINCLAIR  (Moreton)  [10.38].— I 
move — 

That  the  following  new  item  be  inserted  : — 
"  342A.   On  and  after  7th  December,  1907, 
Children's  Boots  and  Shoes,  sizes  o  to  12,  ad 

val.,  15  per  cent." 

Personally,  I  think  that  my  proposal  is  a 
fair  ccwnprwnise. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  proposed  duty  is 
lower  than  that  in  the  old  Tariff,  which 
only  went  as  far  as  size  6. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR. — Htxiorable  members 
will  observe  that  the  duties  on  adults*  boots 
are  35  per  cent,  and  30  per  cent.  We  de- 
sire an  increase  of  population ;  and  people 
who  have  large  families  feel  the  boot  bill 
verv  severely. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[10.41]. — I  cannot  think  that  honorable 
members  are  aware  of  what  is  proposed. 
I  quoted  just  now,  when  OTly  a  few  mem- 
bers were  in  the  chamber,  a  letter  from 
the  Chairman  of  the  Association  of  Manu- 
facturers of  Boots  and  Shoes,  pointing  out 
that  no  infants'  boots  are  bein^  made  in 
Australia.  The  only  eiEoepticm  is  t^at  re- 
lated by  the  honorable  member  for  Bat- 
man, who  has  found  in  Melbourne  a  fac- 
tory employing  five  hands.  In  order  to 
protect  an  industry  employing  five  hands 
in  Melbourne,  it  is  proposed  to  tax  all  the 
infants'  boots  and  shoes  throughout  the 
Commonwealth.  I  say  that  this  is  protec- 
tion run  stark  mad. 

Proposed  new  item  negatived. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Sinclair)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  following  new  item  be  inserted  : — 
"  34aA.  On  and  after  7th  December,  1907. 
Infants'  Boots  and  Shoes,  sizes  o  to  6,  ad  val., 
15  per  cent." 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [10.49]- 
— I  would  suggest  that  an  all-round  duty 
should  be  imposed  upon  footwear.  That 
was  the  principal  request  urged  by  those 
interested  in  the  boot  industry  who  ap- 
peared before  the  Tariff  CcMnmissicm.  No 
differentiation  should  be  made  in  favour 
of  infants'  boots  and  shoes,  which  are  made 
of  the  poorest  material.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  these  boots  are  sold  at  fnxn  6d.  to 
7d.  per  pair,  and  a  duty  of  30  per  cent, 
upon  such  goods  would  not  amount  to 
much. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — ^Does  the  hcmoraUe 
member  think  that   he  can  buy  infants' 

boots  for  6d,  per  pair? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Those  interested 
in  the  industry  desire  thi^-the  same  rate 
shall  be  levied  updiiiz^Hy  Wbi£i9^^|Qx»ts 
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and  shoes — infants'  and  adults'  alike. 
Under  the  old  Tariff,  which  imposed  a 
duty  of  15  per  cent.,  the  outside  compe- 
tition was  so  great  that  the  Australian 
market  was  swamped,  and  prices  were 
reduced  to  such  a  low  level  that  our  local 
manufacturers  could  not  successfully 
cximpele. 

Question  put.    The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


15 
22 


Majority  ... 


AVES. 


Archer,  W. 
AtkiiuoD,  L. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Fraiei.  C.  E. 
Hedges.  W.  M. 
Irvine,  Haas. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 


Chapmui,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Dcakin,  A. 
FwinE,  T.  T. 
Foster.  F.  J. 
('.room,  L.  F.. 
Lvnc,  Sir  William 
MaloQcy,  W.  R.  N. 
MatbeWs,  ]. 
Mauger,  S. 
O'Malley,  King 


Johnson,  W.  E. 
Knoi,  W. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Poynton,  A. 
Thomson,  Dugald 

Tellers: 
Fuller.  G.  W. 
Liddell,  F. 


Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Spcnce,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D, 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Page.  J. 

Pads. 


Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [10.57].— In 
this  case,  the  A  section  of  Ae  Tariff  Com- 
mission recommended  a  duty  of  20  per 
cent.,  and  the  B  section  a  duty  of  15  per 
cent. 

Sir  WiLUAU  Lyne. — The  preference  is 
only  5  per  cent 

Mr.  JOHNSON. — In  my  opinion,  we 
ought  to  fix  the  duty  at  20  per  cent,  in  the 
general  Tariff,  and  at  15  per  cent,  in  the 
preferential  Tariff.    Therefore,  I  move — 

That  after  the  words  "  25  per  cent."  the 
words  "  and  on  and  after  7th  December^  1907, 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  so  per  cent,"  be 
inserted. 

Question  put.    The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes     ...  ...  ...  12 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  24 


MajOTity  ... 


13 


Ayes. 


Archer,  E.  \V. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Dowden,  E.  K. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 


Johnson,  W.  E. 
I'oynton,  A. 
Thomson,  Dtigald 

TellerM : 
Liddell,  F. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 


Noes. 


Kelly,  W.  H.  Kmgston,  C.  C. 

Glynn,  P.  McM.  Batchelor,  E.  L. 

Smith,  Bruce  Sampson,  S. 

Fyth,  Sir  Philip  Harper,  R. 

Riid,  G.  H.  Hall,  D.  K. 

Willis,  Henry  Watson,  J.  C. 

Sinclair.  H.  McDougall,  J.  K. 

Wilks,  W.  H.  Webster,  W. 

Brown,  Tilley  Can,  E.  S. 

Hughes,  W.  M.  Palmer,  A.  C. 

Livingston,  J.  Hutchison,  J. 

Mahon,  H.  Chanter,  J.  M. 

Fowler.  J.  M.  Catts.  J.  H. 

Foxton,  Colonel  Wilson,  J.  G. 

Edwards,  R.  Bamford,  F.  W. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Proposed  new  item  negatived. 

Item  545  (Goloshes,  Rubier  Sand  Boots 
and  Shoes  and  Plimsolls) ;  item  344  (Slip- 
per Fanas  and  R<^al  Cord  in  the  piece; 
Prunella,  Lasting,  and  Stuff  for  Boots, 
Shoes  and  Slippers) ;  and  item  345  (Boots, 
Rubber,  namely,  Gum  and  Wading  boots) 
agreed  to. 

Item  346.  Rubber  and  other  Hose,  jd  val. 
^General  Tariff),  35  per  cent. ;  (United  King- 
<lom),  ao  per  cent. 


Chapniaa,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Swing,  T.  T. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Fraicr,  C-  E. 
Groom,  L.  K. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Irvine,  W,  H. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 

Kelly,  W.  H. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Sinclair,  H. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Livmgston,  J. 
Mahon,  H. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Edwards,  R. 


Mauger,  S. 
O'Mallcy,  King 
Pa^e.  J. 

Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Thomson,  John 
■  Tudor,  F.  G. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Teller  S.- 
Cook, Hume 
Storrer,  D. 


Paibs. 


Kingston,   C.  C. 
Batchelor,  E,  L. 
Sampson,  S. 
Harper,  R. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
McDougalt,  }.  K. 
Webster,  W. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Catts,  J.  H, 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Item  agreed  to. 

Item  347.  Rubber  Manufactures,  n.e.i.,  and 
Articles,  n.e.i.,  >»  |31*jS^  R^fepf  i  »  Part ; 

including  Air  and  Water  Beds;  Air  Cushions 
and  Pillows;  Surgical  Tubing,  Bandagei,  Elastic 
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Stockioei,  Leggiagi,  Knee  Caps,  Tbigh. 
piecei  and  Wriitleto;  Hat-makert'  Pt«u  Bagi 

and  Rings;  Gas  Bags;  Soles,  Pads,  and  HccU; 
Cash  Mats;  Rubbered  Tyre  Fabric;  Tyre  Rub- 
ber ;  Tyres,  not  accompanying  Cycles  or 
Vehicles;  Tubes,  valved  or  unvalvcd ;  Rubber 
Stoppers  or  Corks ;  Reclaimed  Rubber,  ad  val. 
(General  Tarifl),  25  per  cent. ;  (United  King- 
dom), 20  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOHXSOX  (Lang)  [ii.i].— In  this 

item  I  find  several  articles  whidi,  in  my 

opinion,  ought  to  be  excised. 
Sir  William  Lvne. — I  intend  to  propose 

that  several  articles  be  made  free- 
Mr.  JOHNSON.  —  If  the  honorable 

gentleman  is  going  to  do  that,  it  will  be 

all  ri^t. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVXE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11. 2]. — I  propose  to  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  delete  air  and  water  beds,  and 
air  cushions  and  pillows,  and  later  on  to 
submit  another  proposal.     I  move — 

That  the  words  "Air  and  Water  Beds;  Air 
Cushions  and  PiUows,"  be  left  out. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Xepean)  [11.3].— I  ask 
the  Treasurer  to  agree  to  the  omisBicHi  of 
surgical  tubing,  bandages,  elastic  stock- 
ings, leggings,  knee  caps,  thigh  pieces  and 
wristlets.  These  are  all  surgical  articles 
which  are  used  by  invalids  and  sick  per- 
sons, and  which  I  venture  to  suggest  ought 
not  to  be  taxed.  Hospital  furniture  has 
been  allowed  to  come  in  at  a  lesser  rate 
than  other  furniture,  and  these  articles 
may  fairly  be  described  as  hospital  furni- 
ture. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  the  honorable 
member  will  allow  my  amendment  to  be 
made,  his  suggestion  can  be  dealt  with 
afterwards.  , 

Mr.  MALOXEY  f^relbourne)  [ti.41-— T 
hope  that  the  Treasurer  will  not  consent  to 
the  omission  of  the  articles  which  have  just 
been  mentioned  bv  the  honorable  member 
for  Xepean. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [11.5].— If 
Australia  is  able  to  manufacture  rubber 
and  other  hose,  it  appears  to  me  that  it 
ought  to  be  possible  to  manufacture 
rubber  sheeting  and  pillows.  I  should 
think  that  the  difficulty  of  making  stKh 
nrticles  would  be  much  less  than  that  of 
making  hose.  The  Minister  might  have 
given  reasons  for  his  amendment. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trra- 
surer)  [ir.6]. — The  reason  supplied  to  me 
is  that  these  goods  are  extensively  used  by 
invalids. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Does  not  the  same 
remark  apply  to  surgical  bandages? 
Amendment  agreed  ta 


Mr.  BOWDEX  (Xepean)  [11.8].— I  do 
not  see  why  we  should  not  also  leave  out 
surgical  tubing,  bandages,  elastic  stockings, 
laggings,  knee  caps,  thigh  pieces,  and 
wristlets.  The  Treasurer's  reason  for 
leavin^j  out  air  and  water  beds,  air  cushions 
and  pillows  applies  just  as  strcmgly  to 
these  articles — namely,  that  they  aie'used 
by  invalids. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  will  not  agree 
to  leave  out  anything  but  surgical  tubing. 
Mr.  BOWDEX.— Then  I  move- 
That  the  words  "Surgical  Tubing"  be  left 
out. 

Mr.  MALpXEY  (Melbourne)  [11. 10].— 
I  wish  to  point  out  that  these  surgical  ap- 
pliances are  being  manufactured  in  Mel- 
bourne at  very  reasonable  prices.  I  know 
from  experience  that  elastic  stockings, 
leggings,  thigh  pieces,  and  wristlets  of 
excellent  quality  and  low  price  are  bein^ 
locallv  made.  What  is  {proposed  is  simplv 
an  increase  of  5  per  cent,  over  the  old 
duty.  I  have  had  reason  to  purchase  some- 
of  these  goods  for  my  own  patients  lateh , 
and  I  found  that  the  price  was  much  less- 
than  I  had  to  pay  some  years  ago. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [11. 12].— It  is 
all  very  well  to  say  that  rubber  bandages, 
are  cheaper  to-day  than  they  were  a  few 
years  ago;  but  I  have  letters  from  two- 
leading  firms,  one  in  Sydney  and  another 
in  Melbourne,  which  throw  a  different  li^jht 
on  the  question.  I  point  out  that  these- 
letters  are  not  of  the  character  of  those- 
with  which  we  have  been  deluged  during- 
the  past  few  weeks.  They  were  sent  in 
reply  to_  inquiries  made  by  me,  because  I 
wished  to  inform  myself  on  the  subject. 
The  writers  did  not  approach  me  in  the- 
first  instance;  I  approached  them.  Con- 
sequently, I  place  more  value  upon  them- 
than  I  do  upon  letters  such  as  have  been 
sent  to  every  member  of  Parliament.  One 
of  the  leadinp  firms  of  surgical  instrument 
dealers,  ^fess^s.  Denver  Brothers,  Mel- 
bourne, ViTitt  tr>  me — 

Now  th^it  the  new  T:irifT  i<.  hfforc  ihr  Hotisc 
for  discussion,  we  dciire  lo  bring  rirominentlv 
under  your  notice,  and  through  you  lo  ihc  mem- 
bers of  the  Commonwt-.ilth  r.irliament,  crtsili 
nTticlc"!  which  nr^  rJ.issip.l  as  dutiable,  which  in 
our  opinion  ^lnmM  for  Mifferm^  hiimnnilr's 
snkc  be  admitted  dii!v  free. 

^fr.   Storrfr. — Do  thev  alwavs  think 
of  that  when  the^-  are  selling  these  goods?* 
Mr.  Malonev.— Xo.  theji'-.do  noti 

Mr.  LIDDELL.Qis"tlfMhtHfiPSAgie  »v 
this  line  of  business  do  make  considerable* 
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reductitms  when  selling  their  goods  to 
hospitals. 

Mr.  Maloney. — They  make  a  very  good 
profit. 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — Honorable  members 
must  not  forget  that  there  is  a  very  small 
sale  for  articles  of  this  description.  They 
are  rxA.  bought  as  we  buy  boots  and  cloth- 
ing. The  demand  being  limited,  they  are 
naturally  expensive.  It  would  not  pay 
any  (aie  "to  set  up  a  large  iactory  for  the 
manufacture  of  such  articles.  As  the 
output  is  so  small,  of  necessity  the  dealers 
are  compelled  to  import  them.  Take  the 
case  of  elastic  stockings  and  knee  caps. 
We  know  that  they  are  articles  which  must 
of  necessity  be  of  good  quality,  or  they  are 
absolutely  useless.  The  man  who  buys 
elastic  stockings  which  are  not  well  made, 
and  of  the  best  material,  might  as  well 
throw  his  money  into  the  sea. 

Mr.  ilALONEY. — Newly-made  stockings 
of  that  kind  are  better  than  are  those  which 
come  from  Europe,  and  which  must  suffer 
by  passing  through  the  tropics, 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— The  voyage  in  the 
present  day  does  not  take  long,  and  the 
goods  in  question  might,  if  necessary,  be 
placed  in  cool  chambers.  Silk  elastic 
hosiery,  in  the  opinion  of  the  trade,  should 
be  free.  I  have  here  a  letter  from  a  Syd- 
ney firm — Messrs.  Potter  and  Birks,  of 
Macquarie-street,  who  write — 

We  caoDOt  see  that  imposing  duties  upon  the 
lines  in  question  would  lead  to  any  increase  of 
employment  in  Australia,  as  the  constant  changes 
and  improvements  that  are  taking  place  in 
modem  surgery  would  not  justify  any  firm  in 
attempting  to  manufacture  locally,  and  more- 
over,  what  would  be  the  raw  products^  to  a 
firm  wishing  to  manufacture  in  Australia  are 
also  subject  to  duties,  viz.,  cotton,  glassware, 
&c. 

I  appeal  to  the  Treasurer  to  agree  to  the 
removal  of  the  duty  on  bandages,  elastic 
stocking,  leggings,  knee  caps,  thigh-pieces, 
and  wristlets.  He  has  already  agreed  to 
allow  surgual  tubing,  which  is  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  gas  tubing,  to  come  in 
free,  but  it  is  far  more  essential  that  the 
goods  I  have  named  should  be  placed  on 
the  free  list. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Ltne. — What  are  elastic 
knee  caps? 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — They  are  made  of 
elastic  interwoven  with  silk,  and  are  very 
useful  fOT  such  diseases  as  housemaid's 
knee.  I  would  urge  honorable  rownbers 
generally  to  support  me  in  this  request,  and 
am  satisfied  that  the  h(X)orabie  member  fOT 


Laanecoorie,  although  he  is  an  ardent  pro- 
tectionist, will  agree  with  me  that  these 
goods  should  be  placed  on  the  free  list. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [11. 21].— 
I  approve  of  the  proposal  of  the  Treasurer 
to  omit  the  words  surgical  tubing,"  but  I 
am  assured  on  the  very  best  authority  that 
the  other  surgical  goods '  mentioned  in  the 
item  can,  and  have  been,  made  in  Australia, 
and  that  as  a  matter  of  fact  they  are  sold 
at  a  lower  price  than  is  charged  for  them 
by  those  who  have  approached  the  honor- 
able member. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Are  they  really 
manufactured  here? 

Mr.  SALMON. — I  am  assured  that  the 
whole  process  of  manufacture  is  carried  out 
in  Australia.  Since  the  firms  which  im- 
port them  charge  exorbitant  prices — prices 
out  of  all  proportion  to  their  initial  cost — 
I  do  not  feel  inclined  to  help  them  in  this 
matter.  I  have  it  on  good  authoritv  that 
rubber  manufacturers  in  the  C(»nmon- 
wealth,  wh(»n  we  have  assisted  very  ma- 
terially by  the  impositicMi  of  protective 
duties,  have  taken  up  a  class  of  manufac- 
ture which  has  taken  the  place  of  certain 
importations  which  have  been  stopped  at 
the  Custwns  House.  Certain  goods  of  an 
illicit  character,  which  are  sold  by  ch^ists 
and  other  dealers  for  purposes  which  Aus- 
tralia at  all  events  shotUd  radeavour  as 
far  as  possible  to  minimize,  are  now  being 
manufactured  by  rubber-makers  in  the  Oxn- 
monwealth.  A  great  deal  has  been  d(Hie 
by  the  Customs  Department  to  prevent  the 
importation  of  such  goods,  and  I  am  very 
grieveB  to  find  that  manufacturers  whtsn 
we  have  orotected  are  now  taking  up  their 
producti«i. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Let  us  vote. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  am  sure  that  the  hon- 
orable member  does  not  grasp  the  import- 
ance of  the  matter  with  whidi  I  am  now 
dealing. 

Jfr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — I  do,  and  I  agree 
with  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  wish  to  let  these 
manufacturers  know  that  so  lonp  as  I  am  a 
member  of  this  Parliament  I  shall  devote 
the  closest  scrutiny  to  the  manufacture  of 
such  goods,  and  that  I  am  prepared,  if 
thev  continue  the  methods  said  to  have  been 
recently  adopted  bv  them,  to  t^ng  the 
matter  before  the  House  with  a  view  to 
action  being  taken. 

Mr.  Page. — This  is  the  fault  of  the 
Treasurer,  who  has  glSfgy@(5Wip*teturei« 
close  protectitxi.  o 
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Mr.  LiDDELL. — It  is  not  the  only  evil 
result  of  protection. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  felt  it  incumbent  on 
me  to  make  this  statement,  in  order  that 
it  may  reach  the  ears  of  those  who  may 
need  the  warning. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [11.25].— The 
honorable  member  for  Laanecoorie  has 
spc^ten  about  the  excessive  cost  of  these 
articles,  and  yet  wishes  the  Committee  to 
impose  a  duty  which  will  practically  es- 
tablish a  local  monopoly  enabling  mak^s 
to  still  further  increase  their  charges.  The 
best  way  to  prevent  overcharging  is  to 
create  the  freest  competittCKi.  If  there  is 
any  force  in  the  arguments  of  the  honor- 
able mnnber  for  Laanecoorie,  these  goods 
should  be  on  the  free  list. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  exorbitant  prices  I 
have  spoken  of  were  charged  when  they 
were  on  the  free  list.  Thev  were  made 
free  under  the  Victorian  Tariff,  and  on  a 
motion  moved  by  me  in  the  State  Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON. — For  years  the  price 
of  rubber  was  very  high,  and  ccmsequently 
all  articles  manufactured  of  rubber  were 
dear,  but  of  late  there  has  been  a  drop  in 
rubber,  and,  as  a  result,  a  cheapening  nf 
rubber  goods. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  price  is  out  of  all 
proportion  to  the  cost  of  the  rubber. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  imposition  of  a 
heavv  duty  will  not  cure  the  evil. 

Mr.  Salhon. — These  things  are  dieaper 
now. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  —  Thev  are  cheaper 
everywliere  now,  because  of  the  reduced 
price  of  rubber.  I  know  that  honOTable 
members  are  anxious  to  get  through  with 
the  Tariff.  We  could  finish  in  a  night  if 
we  let  the  Treasureit  and  his  supporters 
have  their  way ;  but  I  am  not  prepared  to 
do  that.  I  am  pledged  to  my  omstituents 
to  try  to  secure  the  reduction  of  duties, 
and  I  shall  do  what  I  can  to  carry  out  my 
promise. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [t  1.32].— I 
move — 

That  the  words  "  Bandages,  Elastic  Stockings, 
Leggings,  Knee  Caps,  Tbigli.pieces,  and  Wrist, 
lets,"  be  left  out. 

I  move  this  amendment  with  the  object 
of  having  these  goods  placed  on  the  free 
list.  In  the  interests  of  humanity,  the 
Committee  should  aeree  to  my  proposal. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[11.33]. — There  is  too  much  talk  about  the 
interests  of  himianity,  the  reyilt  of  whidi 


is  that  the  Tariff  is  being  whittled  away 
piecemeal.  The  India  rubber  trade  of 
Australia  is  prc^ressing,  and  we  do  not 
wish  it  to  fall  back.  I  hope  that  the  Trea- 
surer will  not  give  way  to  the  Opposition 
any  more. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [11.35].— In  the 
last  Tariff  we  differentiated  to  the  extent 
of  5  per  cent,  in  the  duties  on  valved  and 
unvalved  tubes,  in  order  to  provide  that  the 
tubes  should  be  finished  here.  That  was 
done  at  my  instigation,  and,  as  1  see  both 
are  now  included  in  the  same  item,  I 
should  like  to  know  the  rea&mi  for  the 
change 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  think  they  are 
air  made  here  now. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  words  "Reclaimed  Rubber"  be  left 
out. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [11.36].— With 
a  view  to  subsequently  moving  that  the 
duty  on  imports  from  the  United  King- 
dom shall  be  15  per  cent.,  I  move — 

That  after  the  words  "  25  per  cent.  '  the 
words  "  and  on  and  after  7th  December,  19071 
ad.  val.  (General  Tariff),  ao  per  cent.,"  be  in- 
serted. 

1  hope  the  Treasurer  will  accept  the  amend- 
ment, and,  if  we  carry  proportionate  duties 
on  the  items  lower  down,  we  shall  be  able 
to  get  through  the  Divisi<xi  in  no  time. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  cannot  accept  the 
amendment, 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Then  it  is  necessary 
that  I  should  point  out  that  under  the  old 
Tariff  the  goods  included  in  this  item  were 
dutiable  at  15  per  cent.,  and  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  protectionist  section  of 
the  Tariff  Ccxnmission  is  that  the  duty 
should  be  20  per  cent.,  which  is  what  I 
have  just  proposed,  if  we  have  in  the  pre- 
ference  column  a  duty  equal  to  Aat  im- 
posed under  the  old  Tariff,  and  under  the 
General  Tariff  impose  a  duty  in  accordance 
with  the  recommendation  of  the  protection- 
ist section  of  the  Tariff  Commission,  that 
should  satisfy  the  Treasurer.  The  in- 
surance and  other  import  charges  added  to 
the  duties  I  propose  should  provide  ample 
protection  for  the  local  producers  of  these 
goods. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^This  is  carrying 
out  the  arrangement  made  by  the  Opposi- 
tion to  get  through  the  Division  as  soon  as 
possible 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— As  soon  as  possible. 
C(»isistently  with  domg  what  is  right. 
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Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  can  assure  the 
honorable  member  that  I  cannot  accept  his 
amendment.  He  should  let  it  go  to  a  di- 
visicHi,  and  I  shall  be  prepared  to  axxept 
the  decisicMi  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  JOHNSOiT.— Then,  I  suppose  I 
shall  have  to  let  it  go  to  a  division. 
I  suppose  I  have  suffered  as  much  as  any 
member  of  the  CcMnmittee.  I  have  had 
to  stick  at  tlie  business  very  closely,  thcHJgh 
I  have  been  suffering  for  hours  daily  from 
a  splitting  headache,  and  feel  very  ill 
through  having  to  breathe  the  poisonous 
atmosphere  of  the  House;  but  I  shall  let 
it  go  to  a  division,  chieQy  out  of  con- 
sideraticHi  for  the  c^:ers  and  pressmen  who 
aie  compelled  to  remain  in  connexion  with 
the  business  of  the  House. 

Amendment  negatived. 

It&m,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Mr.  BOWDEX  (Nepean)  [11.42].— I 
think  that  I  should  here  move  the  insertion 
of  a  new  paragraph  to  cover  air  and  water 
beds,  air  cushions  and  pillows,  and  surgical 
tubing.  If  they  are  not  dealt  with 
separately,  they  will  be  dutiable  undo* 
rubber  manufactures  n.e.i.  I  do  not  care 
what  course  is  adopted,  so  long  as  they 
are  specially  mentioned  and  admitted 
free. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — They  will  be 
dealt  with  in  a  special  item. 

Item  348.  Rubber  nnd  Rubber  Maoufacturei, 
viz.  : — 

Indiarabb«T,  crude  or  powdered ;  Rubber 
Waste:  Hard  Rubber,  in  sheets ;  Rubber 
Thread ;  Boot  and  Apparel  Elastics ; 
Masticated  Rubber ;  tndia-iubber  Sy- 
ringes, Enemas,  Injection  Bottle, 
Unnals,  free. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[11.44]. — I  should  like  to  remind  the  Trea- 
surer that  hard  rubber  in  sheets  is  largely 
manufactured  here,  and  I  think  that  it  is 
a  mistake  to  include  it  in  this  item.  I  see 
no  reason  why  hard  rubber  sheets  should  be 
admitted  free.  The  Opposition  are  most 
persistent  when  they  want  anything,  but  if 
any  <me  else  makes  a  proposal  they  are  up 
in  arms  at  once.  It  is  a  good  job  that 
thev  are  not  in  a  majcmty. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — It  is  not  at  all  fair 
to  keep  us  here  so  long.  I  will  attend  to 
anything  for  the  honorable  member  if  he 
will  speak  to  me  about  it. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— The  treatment  I 
have  reoaved  is  not  fair,  and  I  feel  it  very 
much. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 

suier)  [11.46]. — I  move — 

That  after  the  word  "powdered"  the  words 
"  and  reclaimed  "  be  inserted. 

I'his  was  struck  out  of  the  previous  item, 
and  I  wish  to  insert  it  here  to  make  sure 
that  it  does  not  fall  under  another  item 
at  a  higher  rate. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11.47]. — I  tl*^  know  whether  rub- 
ber in  sheets,  of  which  the  hcxiOTable  mem- 
ber spoke,  is  manufactured  here  to  any 
great  extent. 

ilr.  Mathews. — The  proprietors  of  the 
establishment  assure  me  that  thev  do  make 
it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  the  honor- 
able member  will  see  me,  I  will  ascertain 
what  I  can  do.    I  move-=- 

Tbat  the  word  "bottles"  be  inserted  in  lieu 
of  "bottle,"  and  that  the  words  "and  Air  and 
Water  Beds,  Air  Cushions  and  Pillows,  and 
Surgical  Tubing,"  be  inserted  after  the  word 
"  urinals." 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  349.  Leather  Manufactures,  n.e.i.  j 
Leather  cut  into  shape;  Harness,  Razor  Strops: 
and  Whips,  including  Keepers,  Thongs,  and 
Lashes,  ad  val.,  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOSE  PH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[i  1.50]. — The  Treasurer  should  at  least 
allow  a  preference  on  harness  and  razor 
strops.     I  move — 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  7th  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  val.  (United  Kingdom),  ao 
per  cent.,"  tie  added. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [11. 51].— Does 
the  Treasurer  agree  to  a  preferential  rate  oi 
20  per  cent.  ?  That  would  reduce  the 
duty  to  what  it  was  previously: 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  not  agreed 
to  it. 

Question  put.    The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes      ...  ...  ...  9 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  18 

Majority      ...         ...  9 

Ans. 

Cook,  Joseph  Poynton,  A- 

Forrest,  Sir  John  Thot^son,  Dtigald 

Hedges,  W.  N.    ^-^  ^^^^^^ 
Imne,  Hans  Bowden,  K^K. 

Johnson,  W.  E.  IfcWilliams,  W.  }. 
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Nobs. 


Chapman,  Austin 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Groom,  L. 'E. 
Lvne,  Sir  William 
MaloQcy,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 
Mauger,  S. 
O'Malley,  King 
Page.  J. 


Quiclc,  Sir  John 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Telieri  : 
Co<ik,  Hume 
Coon,  J. 


PAIKS. 

Kelly,  W.  H.  Kingston,  C.  C. 

Glynn,  P.  McM.  Baichelor,  E.  L. 

Smith,  Bruce  Sampson,  S. 

Fysh,  Sir  Philip  Harper,  R. 

Reid,  G.  H.  Hall,  D.  R. 

Willis,  Henry  Watson,  J.  C. 

Sinclair,  H.  McDoueall,  J.  K. 

Wilks,  W.  H.  Webster,  W. 

Brown,  TiUey  Carr,  E.  S. 

Hughes,  W.  M.  Palmer,  A.  C. 

Livingston,  J.  Hutchison,  J. 

Mahon,  H.  Chanter,  ).  M. 

Fowler,  J.  M.  Catts,  J.  H. 

Foxton,  Colonel  Wilson,  J.  G. 

Edwards,  R.  Bamford,  F.  W. 

Liddell,  F.  Salmon.  C.  C. 

Fuller,  G.  W.  Foster,  F.  J. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Item  agreed  to. 
Item  350 — 

(A)  Leather,  Rubber,  and  Composition  Belt* 

ing  and  Green  Hide  for  Beltmg  and 
other  purposes,  ad  val.  (Gnieral 
Tariff),  25  per  cent. ;  (United  King- 
dom}, 20  per  cent. 

(B)  Leather,  n.e.i.,  including  Chamois  Lea- 

ther and  unspecified  articles  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  Boots  and  Shoes, 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  30  per  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  20  per  cent. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [11.55]. 
— I  desire  to  suggest  a  slight  reduction  or 
modification  in  the  duty  on  leathers. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — reductim?  Non- 
sense ! 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— With  reference  to 
leathers,  I  may  sav  that  it  has  been  found 
that  there  is  a  deficiencv  in  what  is  known 
as  upper  leather  of  a  superior  character, 
including  kid,  patent,  enamel  and  calf 
leathers.  The  boot  manufacturers  and 
tanners  have  had  a  conference ;  and  I  un- 
derstand, after  a  deputation  to  the  Minis- 
ter, have  unanimously  agreed  that  the  pro- 
posed duty  should  be  reduced. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not  agree  to 
a  reduction. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [11.56].— 
I  have  a  prior  amendment.  I  desire  to 
move  an  amendment  in  paragraph  a  to  the 
effect  ^at  after  the  words  "other  purposes" 
the  words  "and  belt  butts"  be  inserted. 


These  belt  butts  are  largely  imported  from 
Great  Britain,  and  are  used  in  a  certain 
way.  They  are  made  in  Australia;  but 
I  point  out  that  if  these  belt  butts  are  left 
n.&i.  they  will  be  charged  30  per  cent., 
and  the  result  will  be  that  they  as  raw 
material  will  be  charged  5  per  coit.  nuxe 
than  the  manufactured  article.  I  man — 
That  after  the  words  "other  purposes"  tlie 
words  "and  Belt  Butts"  be  inserted. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [11.57].  —  I 
suggest  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Melbourne  should  embody  his  amendment 
in  a  new  paragraph,  and  make  these  belt 
butts  subject  to  duties  of  20  and  15  per 
cent.  I  am  told  that  there  is  one  English 
belt  butt  used  to  ninety-niqe  Australian 
belts ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  import  a  certain  proportiOT  of 
English  manufacture. 

Mr.  Maloney. — I  understand  that  the 
Treasurer  desires  to  move  an  amendment, 
and,  under  the  drcumstances,  I  aslc  leave 
to  withdraw  my  amendment  ^porarily. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lvne) 
proposed — 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  7th  De- 
cember, 1907,  Leather,  rubber,  and  composition 
betting,  and  greenhide  for  belting,  and  other 
purposes,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  25  per  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  ao  per  cent. 

d.  Leather,  namely,  Idd  and  patent  and 
enamelled  leather,  ad   val.  20  per  cent. 

c.  Leather,  vis.,  calf  n.e.i.,  white  sheep  and 
white  lamb,  ad  val.,  15  per  cent. 

D.  Leather  n.e.i.,  ad.  val.,  20  per  cent."  be 
added. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  Treasurer 
has  acted  on  the  circular  immediately. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— This  amendment 
has  been  prepared  in  the  Department 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— What  a  set  of 
puppets  the  Government  are!  Anvbody 
outside  can  pull  the  strings ! 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — This  amendment  was 
agreed  on  between  the  manufacturers  and 
the  bootmakers. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [12.0].— 
Here  we  have  another  instance  of  the  Trea- 
surer, without  any  knowledge  of  the  pur- 
pose or  effect  of  this  {uoposal,  introducing 
without  notice,  after  midnight,  an  impor- 
tant amendment.  The  Cwnmittee  have  a 
right  to  resent  bein^  treated  in  this  off- 
hand manner.  The  circular  referred  to  by 
the  honorable  member  for  North  Sydney  has 
just  been  placed  in  the  Treasurer's  hands. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — It^is  not  the  cir- 
cular which  has  OKbsedbTAc^QQi^ig  the 
amendm^t. 
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Mr.  JOHNSON. — Simply  because  some- 
body in  the  industry  whispers  a  request,  the 
TcfiMurer  immediately  asks  the  Committee 
to  accept  an  amendment  of  this  kind.  I 
refuse  to  be  a  party  to  this  sort  of  legis- 
laticxi.  We  are  supposed  to  be  a  de- 
liberative body ;  and  yet  what  aie  we  asked 
to  do?  The  Treasurer,  whilst  expressing 
anxiety  to  deal  with  these  items  as  they 
appear  in  ihe  schedule,  has  the  temerity 
at  the  very  last  moment  to  submit  abso- 
lutely new  proposals.  I  should  like  to 
know  what  the  proposed  duty  of  2d.  per 
square  foot  means  frcxn  an  ad  valorem 
stand- point. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [12.7 
a.m.]. — A  little  while  ago  I  stated  that  the 
duties  upon  leather  should  be  reduced,  and 
the  hoQ(ViU>le  member  for  Parramatta  ap- 
peared to  welcoaie  my  suggestion.  But 
now  that  the  Treasurer  has  actually  pro- 
posed a  reduction,  his  proposal  is  meeting 
with  violent  opposition. 

Mr.  Johnson. — He  has  not  explained 
the  nature  of  his  proposal. 

SirJOHN  QUICK.— At  any  rate,  I  in- 
tend to  support  it  The  A  section  of  the 
Tariff  Commission  recommended  the  im- 
position of  a  duty  of  20  per  cent, 
upon  all  kinds  of  leather.  Since 
then  fresh  infOTmation  has  become  avail- 
able, from  which  it  appears  that 
there  is  a  deficiency  in  certain  classes 
of  leather  in  Australia,  such  as  kid, 
patent,  and  enamel  leather,  which  are 
used  for  uppers  in  certain  kinds  of  boots. 
There  is  also  a  deficiency  in  calf  leathers 
known  as  white  sheep  and  lamb  laather. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Do  we  not  grow  the 
best  sheep  in  the  world? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— But  the  tanners 
have  not  yet  entered  upon  the  production 
of  this  class  of  leather.  When  the  A 
section  of  the  Tariff  Oxnmlssion  reoxn- 
mended  a  duty  of  20  per  cent  upon  all 
classes  of  leather,  its  members  were  under 
the  impression  that  their  recommendation 
met  the  requirements  of  the  trade. 

Mr.  DucALD  Thomson. — Where  is  kid 
leather  being  made  in  Australia? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Tn  slight  quanti- 
ties, I  understand  that  it  is  being  made 
in  Richmond.  Melbourne.  Since  the  re- 
port of  the  A  sectitMi  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission was  drawn  up  the  manufacturers 
of  Victoria  and  South  Australia  have  met 
in  ccmfeimx,  and,  in  coijunction  with 
the  kid  tanners,  have  waited  as  a  deputa- 
*  ticm  upon  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms.   Upon  the  22nd  August  last,  they 


urged  that  the  duty  upon  calf  should  be 
reduced  to  15  per  cent.,  and  that  ad.  per 
square  foot  should  be  levied  upon  kid 
leathers.  I  have  been  informed  that  the 
manufacturers  and  tanners  in  all  the  States 
axicur  in  this  propositiffli,  and  I  fail  to 
see  why  such  a  bowl  of  indignatiwi  should 
emanate  from  the  free-trade  members  of 
the  Committee,  when  a  request  is  made  to 
reduce  the  duties  levied  upon  their  raw 
materials. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — The  Treasurer  says 
that  his  proposal  will  involve  an  irtcrease. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— It  means  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  case  of  calf  leathers  from 
30  per  cent,  to  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  it  cannot  be- 
produced  here,  why  tax  it  at  all? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— It  is  being  pro- 
duced here  in  limited  quantities.  I  am 
endeavouring  to  facilitate  importations  for 
the  sake  of  meeting  the  requirements  of  the 
trade.  At  the  present  time,  no  attempt 
is  being  made  to  produce  these  superior 
kids.  I  have  been  informed  by  the  hon- 
cnrable  member  for  Batman  that  he  was 
present  at  the  deputatim  whidi  waited 
upon  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  CusUxns, 
and  I  appeal  to  the  latter  to  sav  whether 
a  request  was  not  preferred  for'  a  nsduo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Tudor. — I  was  present. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Then  what  is  the- 
reason  of  the  honorable  monber's  opposi- 
tion to  my  proposal  ?  I  am  not  wedded" 
to  a  fixed  duty  of  2d.  per  square  foot — I 
have  no  objectirai  to  an  ad  valorem  rate 
of,  say,  JO  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOSE  PH  COOK  (Parramatta)' 
[12.15  — I  do  not  mind  admitting" 

that  the  proposal  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Bendigo  came  as  a  positive  shock  to 
me.  I  cannot  yet  realize  that  the  Chairman' 
of  the  Tariff  CcMnmissiwi  has  actually  pro^- 
posed  a  reduction  of  the  dutv  upon  the 
articles  enumerated  in  paragraph  a.  T 
hope  that  it  will  be  chrwiicled  in  our  his- 
tor>',  and  that  100  years  hence  peo- 
ple will  recollert  that  on  the  7th 
December.  J  907,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber proposed  a  reduction  in  a  dutv. 
Does  the  honorable  member  for  Batman 
concur  in  this  proposal?  Will  the  Sphinx 
speak?  It  is  of  no  use  for  the  hcmorable- 
member  for  Bendigo  to  make  these  pro- 
posals unless  the  honorable.^mend^r  for 
Batman  concurs  qHiti^ltoN'*-'*-'^^*- 

Sir  John  Quick. — It  is  all  rigW. 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  proposes  to  reduce  the  duty  on 
these  articles  because  they  aie  not  gene- 
rally manufactured  here.  He  says  that 
there  are  some  manufactures  of  the  kind 
going  <Hi. 

Sir  John  Quick. — On  account  of  the 
small  output  of  kid. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— We  were  told 
a  tittle  white  ago,  on  the  authority  of  the 
hcmorable  member  for  Batman,  that  there 
were  five  men  and  a  boy  malting  children's 
boots,  and  therefore  we  decided  to  put 
duties  of  30  and  35  per  cent,  on  those 
articles. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Because  there  is 
plenty  of  raw  material  for  making  them ; 
but  this  other  raw  material  is  not  available 
to  the  bootmakers. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Hare  we  not 
the  hides? 

Sir  John  Quick. — We  have  not  the  kid. 
I  did  not  concur  in  these  proposals  until  I 
was  thoroughly  convinced. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [12.20  a.m.].— 
I  remind  honorable  members  that  the 
agriculturists  who  supply  the  skins  need 
protection  as  well  as  any  one  else.  I  have 
received  a  copy  of  the  circular  from  the 
bootmakers  and  tanners,  who,  I  venture  to 
think,  are  wwiderfully  kind  persons.  They 
suggest  OCTtain  duties,  and  point  out  that 
it  is  not  necessary  to  give  any  preference 
to  Great  Britain  because  the  leathers 
which  come  from  that  country  are  only  used 
by  the  bookbinders  and  upholsterers.  Prac- 
tically ihey  say  that  they  are  not  affected 
by  those  duties,  and  that  therefore  it  is  not 
necessary  to  give  a  preference  to  Great 
Britain. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Why  should  they? 
The  hcHiorable  member  would  not  give  a 
preference  to  British  saddlery  just  now. 

Mr.  STORRER.— I  am  willing  to  vote 
for  the  proposals  of  the  Government  as 
printed,  but  I  shall  not  vote  for  anything 
of  the  kind  which  the  Treasurer  has  fore- 
shadowed. I  believe  in  ad  valorem  duties, 
and  I  intCTd  to  adhere  to  that  principle. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North  Syd- 
ney) [12.2Z  a.m.]. — I  move — 

That  after  the  words  "25  per  cent.,"  para- 
graph A,  the  words  "and  on  and  after  7th  De- 
crmber,  1907,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  ao  per 
cent.,"  be  inserted. 

Under  a  free-trade  Tariff  in  New  South 
Wales  the  manufacture  of  leather  belting 
was  extremely  successful,  and  the  trade 
grew.     There  is  not  the  least  occasion  to 


increase  the  duty  on  the  article.  If  it  is 
increased  it  will  only  afford  the  manufac- 
turers an  opportimity  to  charge  a  higho- 
ptice  to  the  users. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [12.23  a.m.].— I 
am  opposed  to  the  alteration  of  the  duty 
on  belting,  because  I  believe  that  it  has  not 
too  high  a  protection  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — In  New  South 
Wales  the  industry  did  excellentlv  whm 
there  was  no  duty. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Since  the  duty  was 
placed  on  composition  belting  the  manufac- 
ture of  belting  has  increased  here. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — How  many  persons 
pre  working  at  that  tannery  ? 

Mr.  TUDOR. — I  was  present  when  "the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  received 
the  deputation  of  boot  manufacturers  and 
master  tanners,  representing,  I  believe,  all 
the  States.  I  understand  that  the  boot 
manufacturers  of  all  the  States  have  agreed 
to  the  amended  proposals.  In  the  majOTity 
of  cases  a  fixed  duty  of  2d.  per  square  foot 
on  kid  will  be  less  than  a  duty  of  15  per 
cent. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  suggest  to  the 
honorable  member  that  he  should  reserve 
his  remarks  until  paragraph  a  has  been 
dealt  wfth. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — I  oppose  the  decrease 
on  the  leather  belting,  and  hope  that  the 
protective  duty  provided  for  in  paragraph 
A  will  be  maintained. 

Question — That  the  wcvds  proposed  to 
be  inserted  be  so  inserted — ^put.  The  Com- 
mih^e  divided. 

Ayes     ...  ...  ...  IS 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  19 


Majority  ... 


Aras. 


Bowden,  E.  K. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Johnson,  W.  E. 


McWiUiams,  W.  ]. 
Poynton,  A. 
Thomson,  Dugald 

Tellers: 
Liddell,  F. 
Atkinson,  L. 


NOKS. 


Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Ewiog,  T.  T. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
I.yne,  Sir  William 
Maloney.  W.  R. 
Mauger,  S.  ^ 
O'Malley.  King 


Page,  J. 

Quick,  Sir  John 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
VVatkins,  D. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

^e&.kV  Hor 
Mathews,  ]. 


Tariff 


[6  December,  1907.] 


{Item  350). 


7167 


PAUtS. 


Kelly,  W.  H. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Reid,  G.  H. 
WillU,  Henry 
Sinclair,  H. 
Willcs,  W.  H. 
Brown,  Tillcy 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Livingston,  J. 
Mabon,  H. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Edwards,  R. 
Liddell,  F. 


Kingston,  C.  C. 
Batcbelor,  E.  L. 
Sampson,  S. 
Harper,  R. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Watson,  J.  C 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
■Webster.  W. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Salmon,  C  C 


Question  so  resolved  ia  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [12..V  a.m.].— In 
the  temporary  absence  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Melbourne,  I  move — 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  7th  De- 
cember,  1907,  350AA  Belt  butts,  ad  val.,  ao 
per  cent,,"  be  inserted. 

If  this  amendment  is  agreed  to  I  shall  move 
that  the  preferential  rate  of  duty  be  15  per 
cent 

Mr.  Maugeh. — What  are  belt  butts? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— They  are  the  raw  ma- 
terial for  the  manufacture  of  belting,  and 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  import  them, 
as  they  cannot  be  made  here. 

Mr.  Maloney. — I  think  that  if  the  sug- 
gestion made  by  the  Treasurer  is  adopted, 
the  case  will  be  met 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  can  assure  the  hon- 
orable member  that,  having  consulted  the 
gentleman  who  has  been  advising  him,  I 
know  that  what  I  am  pn^x^ing  is  the 
right  thing. 

Mr.  Stobker. — ^Wby  study  one  indivi- 
dual? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  am  studying  the  in- 
terests of  the  whole  of  the  tanners,  leather 
manufacturers  and  employes  in  Australia. 
The  matter  affects  a  wry  large  class. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[13.34  a.m.]. — WTiy  should  there  be  any 
more  debate  about  the  matter?  Has  not 
the  honorable  member  for  Corio  told  us 
that  be  has  consulted  some  gentleman,  and 
has  moved  this  amendment  in  consequence  ? 
What  more  is  there  to  be  said?  He  hav- 
ing consulted  a  gentleman,  there  is  an  end 
of  it. 

Mr.  Crouch. — We  should  have  it  dis^ 
cussed  by  a  gentleman,  does  not  the  hon- 
orable member  think? 


Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK,— This  Federal 
Parliament  is  not  to  use  its  own  judg- 
ment It  has  not  been  dcnng  so 
all  through  the  discussion  oti  the 
Tariff.  ScKnebody  consults  a  gentleman  and 
proposes  the  duty.  Ergo,  the  thing  is 
done.  That  is  what  they  call  bullocking 
the  Tariff  through.  Is  the  Treasurer 
satisfied  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Yes. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  I  sup- 
pose we  must  not  exercise  our  reasoning 
faculties?  The  honorable  member  for 
Corio  has  consulted  a  gentleman. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [12.36  a.m.]. — I  should  be  glad  if 
the  honorable  member  for  Corio  would  not 
press  his  amendment.  I  have  an  amend- 
ment to  propose  which  may  probably  meet 
the  object  which  he  has  in  view. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  7th  De- 
cember, 1907,  A.  Leather.  Rubber,  and  Composi- 
tion Belting  and  Greeahide  for  Belting  and  other 
purposes  ad.  val.  {General  Tariff),  35  per  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  20  per  cent. 

B.  Leather,  namely,  kid  and  patent  and 
enamelled  leather,  ad  val.,  20  per  cent. 

c.  Leather,  viz.,  calf  n.e.i.,  white  sheep, 
and  white  lamb,  ad  val.,  15  per  cent. 

p.    Leather  n.e.i.,  ad  val.,  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Xepean)  [12.37  a.m.]. 
— In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Minister 
proposes  to  considerably  reduce  the  duties 
on  the  raw  material  of  the  boot  manufac- 
turers,  I  should  like  to  know  whether  he 
intends  to  re-commit  the  items  relating  to 
boots  so  that  we  may  re-consider  our  de- 
cision with  regard  to  them.  My  complaint 
against  the  honorable  member  for  Bendigo 
is  that,  although  he  had  in  his  mind  at  the 
time  a  reduction  of  these  duties,  be  as 
Chairman  of  the  Tariff  Commission 
pressed  for  high  duties  upon  boots,  giving 
us  no  information  that  these  reductions 
were  contemplated.  Had  the  Conmittee 
known  that  such  a  reduction  was  to  be  pro- 
posed the  vote  on  the  boot  items  might 
have  been  different.  In  this  case  as  in 
others  the  Treasurer  at  the  last  moment  has 
sprung  new  proposals  upon  the  Committee, 
and  we  have  no  opportunity  to  consider 
what  their  effect  may  be.  I  protest 
against  sucb  tactics.  The  boot  manufac- 
turers have  the  protection  of  high  duties, 
and  they  should  be  P^@|^c$^^  some- 
thing for  the  tanners.  o 
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Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [12.38  a.m.].— I 
should  like  to  know  

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Will  the  honorable 
member  say  how  many  hands  are  employed 
in  the  glarf  kid  tannery  ? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Over  1,000  doz.  glac6  kid 
skins  were  turned  out  last  month,  so  I 
have  been  informed.  The  questicm  has 
been  asked  whether  the  glac^  skin  industry 
vill  be  useful  to  those  on  the  land.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  skins  have  to  be  im- 
ported from  India  or  Persia. 

Mr.  Storsek. — There  is  no  land  in  Aus- 
trrJia  to  run  goats  on  ! 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  tanners  are  willing 
to  buy  all  the  kid  skins  that  can  be  pro- 
duced here.  The  amendment  moved  by 
the  Treasurer  carries  out  proposals  agreed 
to  bv  a  combined  deputation  of  manufac- 
turers and  master  tanners,  representing 
practically  all  parts  of  the  Commonwealth, 
which  waited  on  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs.  The  union  operatives  on  the 
Wages  Board  were  told  that  the  emplovers 
could  not  pay  higher  wages  because  they 
had  agreed  to  these  reductions.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact  these  are  slightly  lower  duties 
than  were  originally  proposed  by  the  Go- 
vtrnment.  The  employers  object  to  a  nre- 
ference  being  granted  because  the  leather 
is  not  produced  in  England.  I  propose  to 
refer  briefly  to  the  question  of  chamois 
leather  gloves. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — ^They  are  to  be  made 
free. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— There  is  another  para- 
jiraph,  "  Crust  or  rough  tanned  goat  skivers 
Persians  and  sheep,  free,"  which  I  under- 
stand is  to  Le  inserted.  I  do  not  think 
that  this  re-arrangement  of  the  duties  will 
be  \«ry  harmful  to  the  industry,  and  I  re- 
gret that  there  was  not  an  agreement  on  the 
part  of  employers  and  employ^  on  behalf 
ot  proposals  of  this  kind  before  they  were 
submitted  to  the  Minister. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  (Moreton)  [12.42  a.m.]. 
— I  would  urge  the  Treasurer  to  grant  a 
slight  preference  to  British  imports.  The 
difficulty  under  which  tanners  irt  Queens- 
land labour  is  that  the  Japanese  buy  tip  the 
local  hides  and  sWns,  and  carry  than  off  to 
Japan  to  be  tanned. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — We  need  an  export 
duty. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR.— I  was  asked  to  urge 
the  imposition  of  an  export  dutv.  but  do 
not  favour  such  a  proposition.  I  appeal 
to  the  Treasurer  to  malte  the  duties  30  per 


cent,  and  20  per  cent.  I  have  some  sym- 
pathy for  the  tanner  as  well  as  for  die  boot 
manufacturer,  and  I  trust  that  my  request 
will  be  acceded  ta 

Sir  WiLUAU  LvNE. — I  cannot  accede  to 

it. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  (Oxley)  [12.46  a.m.].— 
The  information  which  I  have  received 
from  the  leather  manufacturers  and  tannen 
of  Queensland  is  that  the  duties  proposed 
OTiginally  were  too  high,  and  therefore  I 
intend,  to  support  the  amendment. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Maloney)  agieed 

to— 

That  the  words  "  B.  Belt  Butts,  ad  nl. 
(General  Tariff),  20  per  cent. ;  (Uoited  Kac- 
dom),  15  per  <:eiit."  be  added. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Item  351.    Leather,  vix. 
(a)  Pump  Butts  weighing  not  leu  dian 

lbs.  each  hide.  free. 
(B)  Goat  and  Sheep  Skins,  raw,  Ht^IdDa, 
free. 

Amendment   (by   Sir  Wxluau  Lynb) 

proposed — 

That  paragraph  A  be  left  out. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Wby  are  pump 
butts  being  taken  out  of  the  free  list  to 
be  made  dutiable  at  30  and  35  per  cent.? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [12.47]. — When  pump  butts  were 
put  on  the  free  list  they  were  not  bdng 
manufactured  here  to  the  same  ext^; 
but  now  they  are  being  largely  manufac- 
tured, and  those  locally  made  are  as  good 
as  any  that  can  be  imported. 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Ltnb) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  following  words  be  added — "  and 
on  and  after  7th  December,  1907,  ChamiHS 
leather,  free." 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [ia.48 
a.m.]. — I  hope  that  goats'  skins,  Idds' 
skins,  and  hogskins  in  the  raw  will  be 
allowed  to  remain  free.  Goat  skins  are 
imported  chieflv  frwn  India  and  Persia. 
The>'  are  not  cured  or  made  into  leatiier, 
but  come  here  either  slifjhtly  tanned  or 
salted. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Amendment  (bv  Mr.  Tudor)  agreed  to- 
That  the  following  new  item  be  inserted 
"351A.      On   and   after  7th  Deeember,  1907, 
Crust  or  rough  tanned  goat,  akivers,  PernsBi* 
and  sheep  skins,  free."  C^r^^rvl^ 
riogress  repo^Wi3f^^^*^*^*^8^*^ 
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SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion  (by  Sir  Willuu  Lyne) 
agreed  to— 

Tbat  the  House,  at  its  riung,  adjourn  until 
II  a.m,,  Monday  next. 

House  adjourned  at  13.57  (Saturday). 


JQouse  of  ISeprcsentatibrs. 

Mondayt  g  December,  igoj. 


ABSENCE  OF  MR.  SPEAKER. 

The  Clerk  acquainted  the  House  that 
he  had  been  infonned  of  the  unavoidable 
absence  of  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Deputy  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
II  a.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

TEMPORARY  EMPLOYES: 
HOLIDAYS. 

Mr.  PAGE.— I  desire  to  ask  the  Post- 
master-General, without  notice,  a  ques- 
tion in  which  the  employes  in  his  De- 
partment, particularly  the  temporary  em- 
ploy&  throughout  the  Commonwealth,  are 
interested.  It  appears  that  the  officers 
can  get  no  clear  infOTmation — ^tbe  matter 
is  clouded  in  mystery— and  to  them  the 
rulings  of  the  Minister  are  as  clear  as 
mud.  I  desire  to  know  to  what  holidays 
taufKtrary  »nploy^  are  entitled,  and 
whether  they  are  paid  for  them;  and  if 
they  are  not  paid  for  holidays,  will  the 
Minister  see  that  they  are  allowed  to  work 
on  all  holidays  except  Christmas  Day 
and  Good  Friday? 

Mr.  MAUGER:— If  the  honorable 
hiember  will  give  notice  of  the  questim,  I 
shall  give  him  full  partioilars  to-morrow 
mining.  I  think  I  am  correct  in  saying 
that  all  tempOTary  hands  are  paid  for  thdr 
proclaimed  holidays  in  exactly  the  same 
way  as  are  regular  employ^. 

TELEPHONE  SERVICE, 

NEWCASTLE. 

Mr.  WATKINS.  —  I  desire  to  ask 
the  Postmaster-General,  without  notice, 
whether  the  Chief  Electrician  will  visit 
Newcastle  before  Qiristmas,  in  view  of  the 
chaotic  state  of  the  telephone  service 
there? 

Mr.  iL^UGER.— After  consultation 
with  the  honorable  member,  I  made  an 
arrangement  with  the  Chief  E lectrician , 
who  is  now  on  his  wav  to  Newcastle. 


ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  desire  to 
know  whether  the  Prime  Minister  sees  his 
way  to  put  a  period  to  our  sittings  before 
Christmas — whether  the  huge  programme 
of  proposed  legislatim  which  appears  in 
the  Melbourne  Age  of  this  morning  has 
any  likelihood  of  being  attempted  before 
then  7  If  that  programme  be  entered  upon, 
I  should  say  we  are  likely  to  be  here  all 
next  year. 

Mr.  D  E  AK I N .  — Like  the  honorable 
member,  I  made  myself  acquainted  with 
that  programme  of  business  for  the  first 
time  this  morning,  and  only  hope  it  can  be 
carried  out. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— I  do  not  think 
that  is  quite  an  answer  to  my  question. 
Is  the  Prime  Minister  able  to  say  whether 
we  are  likely  to  get  away  before  Christ- 
mas? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  see  no  reason  why 
the  House  should  meet  aftCT  this  week. 

Mr.  Bamford. — When  is  it  likely  that 
the  Estimates  will  be  discussed? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Not  before  Christmas. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  should  like  to 
know  what  business  the  Prime  Minister 
proposes  to  take  this  week? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Necessarily,  we  must 
finish  the  consideration  of  the  Tariff,  and  I 
should  be  very  glad  if  the  Excise  Pro^ 
cedure  Bill  could  be  disposed  of,  because 
then  our  legal  procedure  would  be 
simplified. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— That  Bill  will  lead 
to  a  long  debate. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  think  not,  seeing 
that  it  has  already  been  explained. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.- The  Bill  necessarily 
raises  the  whole  question,  although  it  has 
been  explained. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— It  may  not  be  neces- 
sary to  raise  the  whole  questiai. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— The  Bill  neces- 
sarily does  so, 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— With  all  submission, 
I  think  not.  I  am  well  aware,  gene- 
rally, of  the  objections  that  may  be  taken 
to  the  Bill;  but  when  those  objections 
have  been  recorded  here,  we  might  well 
come  to  a  decision.  After  all,  the  final 
word  does  not  rest  with  us.  We  are  acting 
under  the  advice  of  our  law  oflfcers ;  and. 
under  the  circumstances,  there  would  seem 
to  be  no  other  course  than  to  pass  the  Bill. 
Those  who  object  to  it,  ^Iflted 
view  of  the  legal  questiMBTiW^TM,  may 
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protect  th^nselves  by  taking  their  objec- 
tKHis;  and  it  is  not  unreasc»iable  to  say 
that  this  ought  to  suffice. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — It  is  not  merely  a 
legal  question;  it  is  a  question  of  policy, 
and  of  the  amendment  of  the  original 
Act. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Yes,  of  course,  it  is 
desirable  that  both  should  be  fully  con- 
sidered. The  Manufactures  Encourage- 
ment Bill  ought  to  be  disposed  of  in 
Committee  before  we  rise. 

Mr.  Chanter.— What  about  the  Fed- 
eral Capital  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  have  already  an- 
swered that  question.  Unless  there  is 
some  objection  to  the  amendments  in  the 
Quarantine  Bill,  it  would  be  a  great  ad- 
ministrative gain  if  ft  were  passed  before 
Christmas. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — No  hope  ! 

Mr.  Thomas.— What  about  the  Patent 
Medicines  Bill? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — It  is  a  useful  measure. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Why  not  go  on  with  it? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— That  Bill  requires  the 
assent  of  both  Houses,  whereas  1  am 
now  speaking  of  a  Bill  which  has  passed 
both  Houses,  and  in  which  only  verbal 
fimendments  have  to  be  c(xisidered.  I  do 
not  see  upc»i  the  paper  any  other  measure 
that  needs  mention. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — ^Why  not  pick  out 
those  Bills  which  have  a  chance  of  pass- 
ing? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  think  there  is  a 
chance  of  passing  those  named. 

INVOICE  VALUE  OF  PIANOS. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— But  for  the  fact  we 
are  likely  to  reach  the  item  of  pianos  to- 
day I  should  have  given  notice  of  the  fol- 
lowing question,  seeing  that  it  is  rather  a 
long  one.    The  question  is  as  follows — 

Is  the  Miuister  aware  of  the  following  facts, 
and,  if  not,  will  he  cause  inquiry  to  be  made 
into  them  and  communicate  the  result  to  the 
House  before  a  vote  is  taken  on  the  duties  to  be 
placed  on  pianos — 

I.  That  the  Customs  returns  for  the  several 
States  show  no  appreciable  decline  in  the 
average  invoice  value  of  German  pianos 
imported,  except  in  New  South  Wales? 

3.  That  the  decline  as  shown  for  New  South 
Wales  amounts  to  about  £7  per  piano, 
i.e.,  from  ^23  in  1901,  to  a  little  more 
than  £16  in  1906,  and  is  accompanied  by 
an  exceptional  increase  in  the  number 
of  pianos  alleged  to  have  been  im- 
ported? 


3.  That  on  these  facts  being  pointed  out  to 

the  Acting  Comptroller-General,  thic 
officer  unhesitatingly  expressed  the  opin- 
ion that  a  blunder  had  been  made,  and 
that  the  retom  for  New  South  Wales 
wu  enoneous. 

Mr.  DEPUTY   SPEAKER.— I  think 

the  information  for  which  the  honorable 
member  is  asking,  might  very  well  be  asoer- 
tained  on  the  ifem  in  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  It  is  anticifiated  that  that 
item  will  be  reached  to-day,  and  the  ques- 
tion can  be  discussed  then. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  think  the  information 
is  necessary  to  enable  us  to  discuss  the 
item. 

Mr.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— So  far  as 
the  hcxiorable  m«nber  has  read — I  do  not 

know  what  is  to  follow — he  appears  to  be 
going  bev<md  the  ordinary  form  of  a  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  had  not  quite 
finished.  It  will  be  seen  that  I  am  re- 
ferring to  erroneous  statistics  that  have 
been  furnished,  and  which  ought  to  be 
corrected  before  we  go  into  Committee  on 
the  item.    My  questiwi  proceeds — 

4.  That  on  investigation  this  was  confirmed, 

and  that  the  Customs  Department  has 
now   ascertained   that   no   decline  has 
taken  place  in  the  average  invoice  value 
of    pianos    imported    in    New  South 
Wales,  and  consequently  that  no  decline 
has  taken  place  in  the  average  value  of 
pianos    imported    into    the  Common* 
wealth  as  a  whole. 
Mr,  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— The  hon- 
orable member  must  see  that  he  is  going 
beyond  the  ordinary  form  of  a  question. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Very  well,^  I  shall  deal 
with  the  question  on  the  item  in  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  hon; 
orable  member  for  Coolgardie  asked  a 
question  in  reference  to  this  matter  some 
four  or  five  days  ago.  and  this  morning  I 
forwarded  him  a  reply  to  the  effect  diat  a 
mistake  had  been  made — as  stated  by  the 
Acting  Comptroller-General  of  Custtxns — 
in  that  only  an  estimate  had  been  given  of 
the  niunber  of  pianos  imported  into  New 
South  Wales,  instead  of  the  actual  mmiber. 
I  have  requested  the  officials  in  Sydnev  to 
fivnish  me  with  the  most  definite  particu- 
lars that  it  is  possible  to  obtain,  and  im- 
mediately I  receive  these.  I  will  supply  the 
information  to  honorable  members.  But, 
undoubtedly  a  mistake  has  been  made,  so 
that  hmorable  members  need  not  base  their 
remarks  in  referenoe  to'  the  duty  upon 
pianos  upon  the^g^^Qfj^Mx?  been 
supplied.  o 
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Mr.  POYNTON.— I  wish  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  the  statement  which 
appears  in  the  newspapers  of  to-day  that 
arrangements  have  been  made  to  pay  the 
automatic  increments  due  to  public  servants 
befcM'e  Christmas,  is  correct? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — As  promised  several 
days  ago,  I  have  had  a  consultation  with 
the  Treasurer,  and  he  now  informs  me 
that  he  intends  to  make  arrangements  for 
the  payment  of  the  increments  refwred  to 
before  Christmas. 

EXCISE  TARIFF  (AGRICULTURAL 
MACHINERY)  ACT. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY  asked  the  Min- 
ister of  Trade  and  Customs,  ufoti  notice — 

1.  What  is  the  policy  of  the  Government,  and 
what  is  the  intention  of  the  Ministry  as  to  the 
manufacturers  of  harvesters  who  have  failed  to 
obser\-e  the  Commonwealth  law  as  to  Excise, 
and  who  are  defying  the  same  while  receiving 
the  benefit  of  the  Customs  duties  on  a(;ricul- 
tural  machinery  imported? 

2.  Does  the  Minister  intend  to  enforce  the  law 
without  fear  or  favour? 

3.  Will  the  Government  consider  the  advis- 
ability of  immediately  introducing  legislation 
in  order  to  suspend  the  imposition  of  duties  so 
long  as  the  manufacturers  of  harvesters  defy 
the  law? 

4.  What  does  the  Government  propose  to  do 
as  regards  the  employes  who  have  been  spend- 
ing their  money  in  upholding  the  Commonwealth 
legislation  ? 

5.  Does  the  Government  intend  to  allow  the 
men  to  lose  thU  money? 

6.  What  are  the  intentions  of  the  Government 
as  to  reimbursing  the  employes  in  the  agricul- 
tural implement  trade,  who  have  incurred  heavy 
expenses  in  defending  Commonwealth  legisla- 
tion ? 

7.  What  steps  are  the  Government  taking  to 
see  that  the  law  is  being  carried  out? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN— The  an- 
swers to  the  honorable  member's  questions 
are  as  follow — 

I.  The  policy  of  the  Government  will  be  the 
subject  of  a  memorandum  to  be  laid  on  the 
table  immediately.  Ministers  are  not  yet  aware 
of  any  defiance  of  the  law. 

a.  Yes. 

3.  Should  manufacturers  defy  the  law,  and 
the  present  remedies  be  found  insufiicient ,  the 
Oovemment  will  consider  legislation  to  amend 
the  defects. 

4,  5,  and  6.  The  Government  cannot  under- 
cake  to  reimburse  litigants  on  the  ground  that 
they  are  suing  under  Commonwealth  legislation. 

7.  The  collectors  have  general  instructions, 
and  the  necessary  papers  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
Crown  Solicitor.  There  will  be  no  delay  in 
enforcing  the  law. 


Mr.  JOHNSON  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  upon  notice — 

Is  it  a  fact  that,  although  instructions  from 
the  Central  Office  have  been  issued  for  arrange- 
ments to  be  made  to  avoid  the  necessity  for  of- 
ficers worldnE  after  the  oflKcia)  hour,  some  of 
the  heads  of  branches  in  Sydney  have  since 
given  specific  instructions  for  all  hands  to  re- 
main on  duty  each  day  from  Monday  to  Friday 
until  5.30  p.m.? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  answer  to  the  hon- 
orable member's  question  is  as  follows — 

The  Instructions  from  the  Central  Office  re- 
ferred to  were  that  officers  of  Clerical  Branches 
whose  ordinary  hours  were  from  9  a.m.  to  4.30 
p.m.  were  not  to  be  required  to  attend  on  any 
day  later  than  5.30  p.m.,  Monday  to  Friday,  or 
I  p.m.  on  Saturday,  except  in  cases  of  extreme 
urgency,  and  with  the  express  approval  of  the 
Deputy  Postmaster-General. 

The  authority  for  detaining  officers  until  5.30 
p.m.  is  contained  in  the  Public  Service  Regula- 
tions. Only  time  worked  after  5.30  p.m.  is  re- 
garded as  "overtime"  under  those  Regulations. 

TARIFF. 

In  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
(Ccmsideraticm  resumed  from  6th  Decem- 
ber, lifde  page  7168): 

Division  XIII.— Paper  and  Stationery. 

Item  352.  Paper,  vis.  : — 
(A)  Manufactures  of,  Framed  or  Unframed, 
having  advertisements  thereon,  in- 
cluding price  lists  and  trade  catalo- 
gues, and  all  printed  01  lithographed 
matter  to  be  used  for  purposes  01  ad- 
vertising, per  lb.,  6d. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  *(Hume-^Trea- 
surer)  [11. 15]. — I  move — 

That  the  following  words  be  added  : — "  and 
on  .mil  after  9th  December,  1907,  a.  Manufac- 
tures of,  Framed  (including  the  weight  of  the 
frame),  or  Unframed,  having  advertisements 
thereon,  including  price  lists  n.e.i.,  trade  cata- 
logues n.e.i.,  show  cards  n.e.i.,  and  all  printed 
or  lithographed  matter,  pictures  n-e.i.,  and  pos- 
ters of  all  kinds  used  or  intended  lo  be  used 
for  advertising  purposes.,  also  all  printed  bags 
and  cartons,  per  lb.,  6d." 

This  new  proposal  is  the  result  of  a  Coa- 
ferenc^  between  the  ComptroUer-General 
and  a  number  of  pei^ons  interested  in 
these  particular  manufactures. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [11. 16].— Will  the  Treasurer  state 
whether  the  new  proposal  is  intended  to 
apply  to  imports  by  vessels,  or  to  imports 
by  post?  Is  he  going  to  inconvenience 
those  who  may  forward  price  lists  and 
trade  catalogues  from  other  parts  of  the 
world  to  Australia  by  charging  duties  upon 
these  articles  when  tbev/c^j^t^^^if^gh  the 

post  ?  ^'9'^''®''  ^'^ 
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Sir  John  Forrest. — Book  catalogues 
for  instance  ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Yes.  It 
seems  very  extraordinary  to  charge  such  a 
high  duty  as  6d.  per  Itx  upon  the  frames. 
In  another  portion  of  the  Tariflf,  franies 
are  dutiable  at  a  different  rate — I  think, 
at  30  per  cent.,  under  the  general  Tariff, 
and  at  25  per  cent,  under  the  Tariff  for 
the  United  Kingdan.  Yet  here  it  is  pro- 
posed to  charge  6d.  per  lb.  upon  them. 

Mr.  Storr£r. — The  frames  can  be  made 
in  Australia. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Then 
they  will  not  be  imported.  But  of  course 
there  may  be  special  reasons  for  occasion- 
allv  importing  them. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVXE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11.19]. — The  new  proposal  which 
I  have  submitted  has  been  \'ery  carefully 
drafted  

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Why  levy  a 
duty  upon  frames  by  weight,  seeing  that 
they  are  already  subject  to  a  different  rate 
in  another  portion  of  the  Tariff  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— These  frames 
differ  somewhat  from  those  to  which  the 
honorable  member  refers. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Why  charge 
two  different  rates  upon  frames? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.—The  new  pro- 
posal is  the  result  of  a  meeting  of  those 
interested  in  these  manufactures,  and  it 
is  one  with  which  they  are  all  satisfied. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — A  meeting  of 
whom.? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.- Of  the  im- 
porters. During  the  last  two  or  three  davs 
they  saw  the  Ccxnptroller-General  in  re- 
feraice  to  this  matter,  which  I  admit  is 
intricate.  I  instructed  the  officers  to  be 
very  careful,  and  to  frame  the  item  in  a 
way  which  would  be  least  objectionable. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — What  about 
circulars  cwning  bv  pest  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  will  depend 
a  good  deal  on  what  they  are. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — What  about  book 
lists,  which  weigh  half-sn-oimce? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Book  cata- 
logues will,  I  think,,  be  free. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Under  what  item 
will  thev  be  free? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Under  a  later 
item,  in  respect  of  which  1  intend  to  move 
an  amendment.  The  present  item  Heals 
with  only  the  catalogues  to  which  I  have 
referred,  but  under  item  "books 
n.e.i."  and  "  prospectuses  and  catalogues 
other  than  trade  n.e.i.,"  are  free. 


Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  deals  with 
other  than  trade  catalogues? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  shall  deal 
with  that  matter  when  we  come  to  the 
item.  The  main  principle  underlying  the 
present  item  is  that  persons  who  have  a 
place  of  business  in  Australia  shall  receive 
greater  consideration  than  those  who  have 
no  place  of  business  here.  It  is  intended 
to  prevent  the  widespread  distributii»i  of 
publications  which  have  no  reference  to 
pers«is  engaged  in  business  here. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [11.22]. — The  catalogues  of  our 
exporters,  be  they  colonial  wine  ex- 
porters or  others,  have  free  entry 
to  foreign  countries  through  the  post. 
,But  now  it  is  proposed  to  withhold  frc^n 
persons  in  other  countries  the  privilege  of 
sending  through  the  post  a  circular  or 
catalogue  to  persms  within  Australia.  Is 
it  intended  to  stop  the  circulars  and  cata- 
logues as  they  arrive  in  the  mails  and  im- 
pose a  duty  or  to  communicate  with  the 
senders? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — No;  they  will  come 
in  free. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— But  this 
item  includes  trade  catalogues. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Trade  catalo;}ues 
are  not  included  in  item  368. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Where  a  legitimate 
business  is  carried  on  here, .  it  is  intenued 
that  the  catalogues  shall  come  in  free,  or, 
at  any  rate,  at  a  very  low  duty.  The 
item  before  the  Committee  is  intended  to 
deal  with  other  things  which  come  in 
pmniscuouslv. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.-  There 
are  two  aspects  of  this  questicm.  First,  is 
it  intended  to  compel  those  who  are  'moated 
in  Australia,  and  do  business  here,  to  get 
their  printing  done  locally? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — To  a  large  extent. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  The 
other  consideration  is,  is  it  intended  to 
compel  persons  who  are  carrying  on  busi- 
ness outside  Australia  to  get  their  printing 
done  here  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No. 

XIr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Then  the 
Tariff  should  not  provide  for  the  exclusion 
of  their  trade  catalogues. 

Mr.  Pace. — What  is  the  idea  in  impos- 
ing a  duty  upon  them  ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am 
against  the  proposal,  but  now  I  am 
tr\ing  to  elicit  what  the  Min- 
istry desire.  We  are  not  treated  in  that 
way  by  European  countries.  Australian 
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<atalc^ues  are  allowed  to  go  through  the 
post,  and  to  be  delivered.  Is  it  intended 
here  to  stop  the  delivery  of  catalogues 
or  trade  iprice  lists  when  posted  from  other 
countries  to  persons  in  Australia?  I  hope 
that  the  Treasurer  does  not  intend  to  do 
that.  It  would  be  very  unfair  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  tilve  catalogues  and  price 
lists  of  our  business  men  receive  such  dif- 
ferent treatment  fran  other  countries. 

Mr.  Page. — ^"I'he  Ministry  must  be  in 
sore  straits  for  revenue  when  it  .proposes 
to  collect  a  duty  of  that  kind.  It  is  really 
hampering  trade. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Apart 
from  the  propriety  of  the  proposal,  I 
think  that  the  duty  proposed  is  excessively 
high.  It  ought  not  to  apply  to  price  lists 
and  trade  catalogues  sent  here  by  outside 
persons  who,  of  course,  could  not  get  their 
printing  done  here.  Such  ipersons  should 
not  be  treated,  even  from  the  Minister's 
stand-ipoint  in  the  same  way  as  persons 
who  are  carrying  on  business  within  our 
territory. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11.27]. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  North  Sydney  approve  of  a  firm 
which  is  doing  business  in  Australia  getting 
its  .printing  done  in  another  part  of  the 
world  ? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — T  am  not  deal- 
ing with  that  question,  except  that  I  hold 
that  the  duty  is  too  high,  even  for  that 
purpose. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNT.— In  the  other 
cases  the  catalosues  will  be  dutv  free. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Under  what  item? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  will  find  that  this  amendment  and 
another  will  make  them  free. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thouson. — If  the  hon- 
orable member  says  that  they  will  be  free, 
I  am  satisfied. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— It  is  intended 
that  they  shall  be  free.  Tt  has  been  re- 
presented to  the  Comptroller-General  that 
the  catalogues  which  are  posted  from  other 
countries  give  a  great  deal  of  informaticwi 
to  our  business  men,  and  it  is  rot  intended 
that  they  shall  be  dutiable.  It  is  intended, 
however,  that  every  person  who  does  busi- 
ness in  Australia  shall  get  his  printing  done 
here.  Complaints  have  also  been  made  re- 
garding the  printing  of  supplements  to  Aus- 
tralian newspapers  in  other  countries. 
Suppose  that  the  proprietors  of  a  news- 
paper get  their  supplements  printed  in 
England  or  elsewhere,  it  is  not  fair  that 
they  should  be  admitted  free.  The  object 


of  this  item  is  to  prevent  firms  which 
are  doing  business  in  Australia  from  getting 
their  printing  done  in  other  parts  of  the 
world,  and  securing  free  admusion  of  the 
pnnted  matter. 

Mr.  Salmon— It  is  nearly  all  done  in 
Germany. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.-^I  believe  so.  It 
is  intended  that  trade  catalogues  which  are 
compiled  and  printed  in  other  parts  erf  the 
world  shall  be  admitted  free  when  posted 
to  business  firms  in  Australia. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — If  that  is  made 
clear,  it  will  be  all  right. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  is  in- 
tended. Such  publications  will  be  made 
free. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [11.30]. 
— I  point  out  to  the  Committee  that  the 
A  section  of  the  Tariff  Commission  sug- 
gested that  price  lists  and  catalogues 
printed  specially  for  Australian  houses  to 
advertise  goods  sold  in  the  Commonwealth 
should  be  liable  to  this  dutv.  That  is  a 
limitation. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Does  it  mean  that 
if  an  English  house  has  a  large  branch  in 
Australia,  it  will  be  compelled  to  get  its 
printing  done  here? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  recommen- 
dation speaks  for  itself. 

Most  of  the  Master  Printers'  Association!  of 

Australia  had  no  objection  to  British  and 
forcifrn  m.-xntifai-tiirers'  riricc  lists  and  catal<^ues 
being  admitted  free  of  duty  so  long  as  the  ^amr 
privilege  was  not  accorded  to  Australian  manu- 
facturcis  attemplin-r  to  get  their  work  done 
abroad. 

That  is  the  evil ;  printing  done  abroad  for 
Australian  houses  is  brought  here  to  cwn- 
pete  with  local  printers,  but  the  local  prin- 
ters do  not  object  to  British  and  foreign 
merchants  being  allowed  to  print  th«r  own 
price  lists  and  catalogues!  and  bring  them 
in  for  commercial  purposes.  Consequently, 
I  suggest  to  the  Treasurer  that  he  should 
add  after  the  word  ''Catalogues"  the 
words  "printed  for  Australian  houses  to 
advertise  goods  sold  in  Australia." 

Mr.  Hume  Cooit.— I  think  the  amend- 
ment covers  such  cases. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— It  must  be  made 
clear,  because  the  Customs  have  hitherto 
had  great  trouble  in  dealing  with  such 
matters.  These  words  were  actually  sug- 
gested by  a  Customs  expert  to  remove  dif- 
ficulties and  ambiguities,  ^d  to  nake  the 
administration  opiatlie'^  T&^fPQ^^ 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11.32]. — I  think  that  my  amend- 
ment meets  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Bendigo,  when  read  in  con- 
juncticm  with  an  amendment  which  I  in- 
tend to  move  subsequently,  and  which  T 
will  now  read — 

352B.  Catalogues,  show-cards,  or  pictures 
used  by  or  alluding  to  the  goods  of  any  manu- 
facturer or  producer  not  having  a  special  place 
of  business  in  Australia,  free. 

Sir  John  Quick. — That  covers  the  case. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS  (Franklin)  [11.33]- 
—I  do  not  think  that  the  Treasurer's 
amendment  would  mert  the  case.  I  can 
quite  see  a  very  wide  distinction  between 
an  Australian  firm  sending  its  printing  out- 
side Australia,  and  an  English  firm  hav- 
ing branches  in  Australia,  and  desiring  to 
import  its  own  printing.  Take  the  case 
of  Sutton's,  the  well-known  seed  merchants. 
They  have  an  establishment  in  practically 
every  town  in  the  Commonwealth.  Ac- 
cording to  the  Treasurer's  amendment, 
Sutton's  seed  catalogue  would  be  taxed  on 
coming  into  Australia.  I  do  not  think 
that  that  is  the  intention  of  the  Min- 
ister, and  I  am  sure  that  it  is 
not  the  intaition  of  the  Committee.  The 
Master  Piinters  had  no  intenticm  that 
the  catalogues  of  large  English  firms,  hav- 
ing branch  houses  all  over  Australia,  and 
sending  their  catalogues  out  to  advertise 
their  business,  should  be  taxed,  and  I 
think  that  that  should  be  made  perfectly 
clear.  The  Treasurer's  amendment  would 
mean  that  any  English  firm  having  an  es- 
tablishment in  Melbourne  or  Sydney  would 
not  be  able  to  bring  in  its  catalogues  for 
distribution  without  paying  duty.  Per- 
sonally, I  do  not  desire  to  impose  any 
taxation  at  all  on  catalogues  advertising 
such  goods  as  machinery,  books,  and  seeds, 
I  do  not  think  that  this  is  a  source  from 
which  we  really  want  to  draw  revenue. 
The  duty  can  give  no  employment  to  our 
own  people,  and  it  is  good  policy  to  ad- 
mit catalogues  and  price  lists  free. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [11.35].— I  have 
received  a  letter  from  an  advertising  firm 
in  Adelaide  who  point  out  that  these  duties 
work  out  at  100  per  cent.  The  letter  is 
from  Fred  C.  Powell,  street  car  advertising 
agent,  and  agent  for  calendars,  novelties, 
show-cards,  and  signs.    The  writer  says — 

There  is  no  discrimination  between  the  fully 
finished  goods  intended  to  advertise  the  foreign 
made  article,  and  the  pnrtiallv  finished  ma- 
teria) intended  to  be  finished  here  and  to  be 
used  in  advertising  Australian  made  good*. 


He  goes  on  to  say — 

I  have  employed  considerable  labour  in  the 
finishing  of  these  goods,  desiring  to  have  as 
much  work  as  possible  done  locally.  Therefore, 
if  the  Tariff  is  not  made  to  discriminate  as  I 
bave  suggested  between  matter  with  advertise- 
ments and  matter  without  advertisements,  ft  will 
pay  better  to  import  them  wholly  finished. 

I  have  also  been  requested  by  the  Public 
Libraries  Board  in  South  Australia  to  say 
that  whatever  duty  may  be  fixed  on.  these 
lines,  there  should  be  a  proviso  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect — 

Except   when   imported   for   use   in  Public 

Libraries,  Museums,  or  Art  Galleries; 

in  which  case  they  should  be  free  of  duty. 
I  think  that  suggestion  is  worthy  of  the 
attentim  of  the  Treasurer.  I  have  receiv-ed 
a  second  letter  from  the  firm  to  whidi  I 
have  previously  referred,  in  which  the 
writer  pdnts  out  that — 

the  duty  under  the  old  Tariff,  3d.  per  lb.,  or 
25  per  cent.,  whichever  was  the  higher,  was 
often,  at  the  former  collection,  as  high  a  rate 
as  50  per  cent,  on  the  value,  and  6d.  per  lb.  is 
100  per  cent. — too  heavy  a  tax  on  the  Australian 
manufacturer  who  uses  advertising  matter.  Now- 
adays it  is  imperative  that  advertisements  be 
of  a  very  attractive  chancier,  and  whilst  it  is 
possible  that  a  few  of  the  larger  firms  can  have 
matter  of  their  own  special  design,  this  is  not 
possible  for  those  in  a  smaller  way. 

The  writer  also  points  out  that  the  Dunlop 
Canpany  can  have  their  own  designs, 
whereas  smaller  axnpanies  like  the  Phoenix 
or  Atlas  Tyre  Cwnpanies  have  to  use 
matter  procured  outside  Australia ,  but 
finished  here.  I  think  that  the  old  duty 
was  quite  suffidmt.  It  amounted  to  50 
per  cent. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  old  duty  was  not  50 
per  cent. 

Mr.  PONYTON.— It  was  equivalent 
to  that,  I  am  informed. 

Mr.  Salmon. — It  was  25  per  cent.,  or 
3d.  per  lb. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Whichever  was  the 
higher  rate;  and  the  duty  of  3d,  per  lb. 
worked  out  at  50  per  cent.  I  shall  move 
when  I  have  an  opportunity  that  the  duty 
be  3d.  per  lb. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Why  do  Public 
Libraries  wish  to  except  catalogues? 

Mr.  POYNTON.— My  proposal  applies 
to  the  whole  of  paragraph  a.  They  re- 
ceive price-lists  of  books. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Those  are  dealt 
with  in  another  paragra[^  Thes»  i)eople 
evidently  do  noti^'iitl^StMQMgA^xisa]. 
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Mr.  POYNTON.— That  is  a  reflection 
upon  the  intelligence  of  the  directors.  I 
intmd  to  move — 

That  the  amendnient  be  ameoded  by  adding 
the  words  "  except  when  imported  for  use  in  a 
Public  Library,  Museum,  or  Art  Gallery." 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatla) 
[11.44]. — [  think  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber would  do  well  to  make  a  separate 
paragraph  of  his  amendment. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — So  do  I. 

Mr.  PoYNTON.— Very  well,  I  am  agree- 
able to  do  that. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  presume  that 
the  object  of  these  excessive  duties, 
amounting,  as  the  honorable  member  for 
Grey  has  said,  to  too  per  cent.,  is  to 
exclude  newspaper  supplements  and  such 
like  material,  as  well  as  to  compel  our 
business  people  to  have  their  printing  done 
locally.  I  do  not  know  why  we  should 
be  at  such  pains  to  make  people  do  so, 
and  I  say  this  with  no  desire  to  belittle 
our  own  printeries.  On  the  contrary,  I 
hold  that  we  oupht  to  support  them  :  but 
I  do  not  think  that  we  should  evenluallv 
help  them  bv  completely  shutting  out 
this  material,  representing,  as  it  does,  the 
skill,  enterprise  and  up-to-dateness  of  the 
world. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMs. — The  supplements 
OKne  in  blocks. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— They  come  in 
lithographed.  '  The  old  duties,  to  my 
mind,  were  sufficient  even  from  the  point 
of  view  of  a  protectionist.  I  am  quite 
sure  that  magazines  will  also  be  taxed 
under  the  amendment  n)oved  by  the  Trea- 
surer, which  includes  the  words,  "  un- 
framed,  having  advertisements  thereon." 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Magazines  are  dealt 
with  in  paragraph  c. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Is  the  Trea- 
surer going  to  strike  out  that  paragraph 
when  we  reach  it,  since  we  deal  with 
magazines  in  paragraph  a? 

Mr.  Fisher. — The  insertion  of  the  let- 
ters "n.e.i."  would  cover  the  honorable 
member's  objection. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Treasurer 
may  propose  to  cover  magazines  by  this 
paragraph  and  to  exclude  them  from 
later  mes.  Magazines  and  periodicals 
would  certainly  be  covered  by  the  words 
"unframed,  having  advertisements  thereon," 
unless  we  took  steps  to  exclude  them.  If 
our  people  insist  upon  going  to  the  other 
end  of  the  world  for  some  particular 
article  or  paper,  we  should  not  jwevent  their 
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doing  so,  provided  that  they  are  prepared 
to  pay  a  reasonably  heavy  penalty.  But 
is  not  a  duty  of  100  per  cent,  altogether 
too  high  ?  I  have  no  sympathy  with 
those  who  seek  abroad  what  can  be  rea- 
sonably done  for  them  here.  I  have  no 
patience  with  those  who  patronize  every 
orje  but  their  own  people ;  but  my  experi- 
ence is  that  a  good,  stiff,  hide-bound  pro- 
tectionist always  reaches  out  with  both 
hands  for  a  cheap  thing  wherever  he  can 
get  it.  That  being  so,  this  proposal  will 
fall  quite  as  heavily  upon  the  protectionist 
section  of  the  community  as  it  will  upon 
any  other.  Those  who  clamour  most 
loudly  for  duties  npan  foieign  goods  are 
the  first  to  use  them  if  they  find  it  to 
their  advantage  to  do  so.  Only  the  other 
day,  when  we  were  discussing  the  confec- 
tionery duties,  it  came  out  that  manufac- 
turers of  confectionery  in  Melbourne,  who 
were  clamouring  for  high  duties,  were 
using  Xestl^'s  milk,  and  not  Australian 
milk,  in  their  manufacture. 

Mr.  Coon. — That  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Certainly  not. 
That  should  onlv  be  alloweil  in  regard  to 
the  other  fellow.  Without  the  slightest  desire 
t  >  encourage  the  sending  away  to  otbei 
parts  of  the  world  for  anything  which  can 
l>e  reastMiably  done  here,  it  seems  to  me  we 
should  impose  a  sufiiciently  high  penalty  if 
we  adhered  to  the  old  duties.  I  intend 
to  propose  that  we  should  substitute  the 
duties  under  the  old  Tariff  for  those  now 
submitted. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [11.50].— I  do 
not  think  that  anything  created  more  irri- 
tation in  connexion  with  the  administration 
of  the  old  Tariff  than  did  the  influx  of 
these  price  lists.  As  hcMwrable  members 
are  aware  thev  accumulated  in  tons  in  the 
Post  Office.  The  position  I  take  up  is  very 
much  that  which  is  embraced  by  the  con- 
crete amendment  suggested  bv  the  hcmor- 
able  member  for  Bendigo.  We  should  pre- 
vent local  firms  sending  abroad  to  get  their 
advertisements  printed  for  them,  since  we 
can  command  sufficient  skill  and  ability  in 
the  Commonwealth  to  meet  all  reas^Miable 
requirements  in  this  direction.  But  to  im- 
pose a  heavy  charge  upon  the  admission  of 
trade  catalogues  which  reach  us  from  all 
parts  of  the  world  would  be  to  restrict  the 
information  required  by  the  ordinary 
trader,  the  need  for  which  has  been  felt  so 
very  much.  The  comprehensive  letters 
"n.e.i."  appear  much  too  frequently  in 
the  amended  proposal  of  the  'Ktinister. 
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The  amendment  suggested  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bendigo  would  certainly 
be  much  more  definite,  and  the  Minister 
would  be  well  advised  if  he  accepted  it. 
I  wish  to  emphasize  what  has  been  said  by 
the  htmorable  member  for  Grey  with  re- 
.spect  to  catalogues  for  public  libraries  and 
galleries.    I  am  glad  that  the  authOTtties 
of  these  institutions  communicated  with  so 
influential  a  member   of  the  Committee. 
They  have  also  ciMnmunicated    with  me. 
The  authorities  of  the  public  libraries  in 
Sydrn^-,  Brisbane,  and  Adelaide,  as  well  as 
in  Melbourne,  join  in  a  representation  that 
in  ac(x>rdance  with  the  custon,  followed 
without  exception  in  every  country  in  the 
world,  information  of  this  character  in- 
tmded  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  should 
be  admitted  free.    I  suggest  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  Grev  that  it  would  be 
well  for  him  to  move  the  insertion  of  some 
exclusive  provision  which  would  embrace 
the  whole  of  the  items  to  which  he  has 
referred. 

Mr,  McWiLUAMs. — The  Minister  has 
agreed  to  that. 

Mr.  KNOX.— I  am  glad  to  hear  it.  I 
was  not  aware  of  it.  In  regard  to  the 
other  matter.  I  hope  the  Committee  will  be 
guided  bv  the  principle  that  all  work  re- 
quired bv  our  own  people  should,  if  pos- 
sible, be  done  by  our  own  peoole.  whilst  the 
admission  of  catalogues,  giving  necessary 
information  to  traders  and  business  people, 
should  not  be  restricted  as  was  the  case  in 
the  administration  of  the  old  Tariff. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Where  does  the 
honorable  member  for  Grey  desire  to  in- 
troduce his  amendment? 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Gre\)  [11.55].— I 
imderstand  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  a  new  paragraph  to  meet  what 
I  desire  should  be  inserted.  I  think  I  can 
leave  that  to  the  Minister. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [11.56]. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer)  [11 .57]- — I  am  afraid  that  tW 
amendment  suggested  by  the  honorable 
member  for  iBendigo  involves  a  repetition 
of  part  of  my  amendment.  What  I  pro- 
pose is  that  the  following  should  take  tite 
place  of  paragraph  a:  — 

Manufactures  of,  fiamed,  including  the  veislit 
of  the  frame,  or  unframed  having  advertiie- 
ments  thereon,  iaclndiag  price  lists  B.e.i.,  trade 
catalogues  n.e.t.,  show  cards  o.e.i.,  posters  and 
all  printed  or  lithographed  matter,  pictures 
n.e.i.,  and  posters  of  all  kinds  used  or  intended 
to  be  used  for  advertising  purposes,  also  all 
printed  bags  and  cartons. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  would  include 
magazines — ^"or  unframed,   having  adver 
tisements  thereon.** 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No;  they  are 
dealt  with  specially  in  paragraph  c.  There 
cannot  be  two  paragraphs  including  maga- 
zines. The  honorable  member  for  Bendigo 
suggests  a'  separate  paragraph — 

Price  lists  and  trade  catalogues  not  spedallr 
printed  for  Australian  houses  to  advertise  goom 
to  be  Mid  in  the  Commonwealtb — free. 

That  seems  to  me  to  be  met  to  seme  extent 
by  the  second  amradment  I  intend  to  pro- 
pose— 

Catalogues,  show  cards  or  pictures  issued  by 
or  referrmg  to  the  ^oods  of  any  mannfactorer 
or  producer  not  having  an  established  place  of 
busmess  in  Australia. 

Mr.  ■  McWiLLiAMS.— Tbey 


nearly  all 

have  a  house  here. 

Mr.  Salmon.— Then  they  should  get 
their  printing  done  here. 

Sir  John  Quick. — They  merely  have  an 
office  and  address  here. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Those  are  the 
very  men  I  want  to  stop.  They  arp  indent 
agents,  and  if  there  is  anything  I  want  to 
put  an  end  to  it  is  the  creation  and  con- 
tinuance of  indent  agents.  They  do  no 
good  to  us. 

Sir  John    Quick. — If  the  honorable 
member  would  strike  out  the  words  "not 
— The  Minister  might  cut  this  debate  short  having  an  established  place  of  business" 
by  accepting  the  suggestiwi  of  the  Tariff  it  would  meet  the  case- 


Commission  and  including  an  ei^mption 
promion  to  read  in  this  way — 

Price  lists  and  trade  cntalocues  not  specially 
printed  for  Australian  houses  to  advertise  ^oods 
to  be  sold  in  (he  Commonwealth — free. 

That  would  prevent  any  restriction  of 
trade  circulars,  and,  I  think,  would  meet 
with  the  approval  of  the  majority  of  the 
CcMnmittee. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Perhaps  the  Minister 
would  say  what  his  amendment  is. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Then  I  shooW 
let  in  all  the  indent  agents.  I  do  vfA 
want  to  do  that.  That  is  the  only  point 
on  which  I  differ  from  the  h<x»orabIe  mem- 
ber. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — That  would  metn 
that  such  producrions  as  Sutton's  seed 
catalogue  would  be  taxed.  They  have 
agents  here,  and  established  houses. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYN£>-^L  dfl  not  want 
the  indent  ageiAi'lKf <b»  Wf^^^Tfaey  do 
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no  good  to  Australia,  in  any  business. 
Thev  certainly  take  some  monev  themselves, 
but  what  good  do  they  do? 

Mr.  Mamon. — The  indent  agent  must 
serve  some  useful  purpose,  or  he  would  not 
exist. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXK.-  T  do  not  think 
be  serves  a  very  useful  purpose  for  Aus- 
tralia. He  has  a  room,  nml  a  boy,  or  a 
typewriter,  and  all  his  interest  in  Austra- 
ha  consists  in  taking-  as  much  as  he  can 
out  of  it.  P'rom  an  Australian  s'and-point, 
I  do  not  like  the  indent  agent  at  all. 

Mr.  Mahon.— It  is  curious  that  the  re- 
tailers find  use  ior  him. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— The  importers 
may,  but  I  am  not  sure  that  even  they  do. 
I  would  rather  adhere  to  my  own  wording 
than  go  past  the  established  or  acknow- 
ledged houses  here.  I  think  we  go  quite 
far  enough  when  we  go  as  far  as  that. 
From  that  point  of  view,  I  should  like 
the  honorable  member  for  Bendi^o  to  think 
over  the  matter,  and  see  what  his  amend- 
ment means,  because  it  is  extending  my 
proposal  very  cmsiderably. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [12.4]— I  do 
not  see  why  the  Treasurer  should  abuse 
the  indent  agents.  They  serve  a  useful 
purpose  here.  They  are  a  convenience  to 
many  people  who  wish  to  import  goods, 
and  they  do  not  deserve  the  abuse  which 
the  honorable  member  has  showered  on 
them. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LVNE. — I  did  not  shower 
abuse  on  them.  I  have  always  said  that 
they  do  no  good  to  Australia. 

Mr.  MAHON. — Every  man  who  com* 
here  and  engages  in  a  legitimate  industry 
is  of  sc»ne  good  to  the  communitv. 
Nevertheless,  I  think  the  Treasurer  is  right 
from  his  point  of  view.  If  these  people 
have  establishments  in  Australia,  they  can 
very  well  get  thrir  printing  done  hen. 

Sir  John  Fouiest. — This  wcHild  not  be 
their  printing  specially  for  Australia.  It 
would  be  printing  for  the  whole  world. 

Mr.  MAHON.— If  the  whole  of  their 
catalc^es  are  not  printed  here,  there  is  no 
reason  why  they  should  not  pay  a  small 
duty  (Ml  those  which  come  here  from  out- 
side. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — They  come 
mostly  through  the  post. 

Mr.  MAHON. — Duty  is  collected  on 
other  articles  which  come  through  the  post. 
These  catalogues  arrive  here  in  large  quan- 
tities. 
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Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— Other  coun- 
tries take  ours  through  the  post,  free.  We 
should  not  treat  them  differently. 

Mr.  MAHON. — I  do  not  agree  with  the 
honcMrable  member.  We  are  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  give  exact  reciprocity  to  other 
countries,  in  which  manufacture  is  hi^Iy 
perfected,  and  which  are  in  a  better  posi- 
tion to  capture  our  trade  than  we  are  to 
capture  theirs.  Therefore,  it  is  useless 
at  this  stage  of  development  to  talk  of 
reciprocity. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — Seedsmen's  cata- 
logues would  not  necessarily  involve  an 
offt:e. 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  think  the  general 
catalogues  might  come  In  at  a  small  rate 
of  duty.  I  wish  to  draw  the  Treasurer's 
attention  to  the  fact  that  calendars  and 
almanacs,  n.e.i.,  appear  in  item  353,  under 
a  30  per  cent.  duty.  They  are  practically 
the  same  as  the  articles  included  in  para- 
graph A  of  item  352.  Many  patent  medi- 
cine proprietaries  send  out  what  are  vir- 
tually their  price  lists  in  the  shape  of 
calendars  and  almanacs.  There  is  really 
no  difference  between  calendars  and 
almanacs  of  that  kind,  and  the  other 
articles  enumerated  by  the  Treasurer. 
They  are  out  of  place  in  section  353,  and 
ought  to  be  treated  in  the  same  way  as 
are  the  price  lists  of  foreign  houses. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [12.8]. — I  notice  that  included  in 
the  Minister's  amendment  are  "  printed 
bags  and  cartons."  Cartons  mean 
empty  cardboard  oases.  On  those  things 
the  duty  is  tremendous — from  300  to 
300  per  cent.  The  object  is  to  make 
the  dutv  on  those  articles  th»  justification 
for  the  subsequent  duty  on  strawboard. 
That  is  really  the  process  that  is  going  to 
be  worked.  These  cartwis  are  to  be  made 
practically  unimportable,  and  then  the 
strawboard  maker  will  say,  "The  makers 
of  cardboard  boxes  have  been  given  a  high 
protecti<m,  and  therefcwe  yvu  can  give  me 
the  increase  of  150  per  cent,  that  I  ask 
for  <Mi  the  old  duty."  This  proposal  has 
been  very  simply  introduced,  and  I  did 
not  notice  the  mention  of  bags  and  cartons 
until  I  got  a  copy  of  the  amendment.  It 
is  to  be  a  buttress  for  the  increased  duty 
on  strawboard.  The  strawboard  maker 
will  be  able  to  argue,  *'  The  increased 
duty  on  strawboard  will  not  injure  the 
boxmaker,  as  the  goods  that  would  compete 
with  him  are  excluded."  But  the  ultimate 
effect  will  be  that  the  strawboard  maker 
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will  be  so  securely  entrenched  that  he  can 
get  any  increase  of  price  xight  up  to  the 
cost  of  the  imported  article  under 
the  150  per  cent,  increase  of  duty. 
He  will  be  invincibly  entrenched ;  and  the 
strawboard  boxmakers  will  have  to  pay  the 
increased  price.  But  the  latter  are  told : 
"Although  you  do  pay  this  increased 
price,  you  cannot  be  cwnpeted  with,  be- 
cause you  are  given  a  duty  of  6d.  per  lb. 
on  your  manufactured  article,  and  this  al>- 
solutely  excludes  competition."  What  is  the 
effect?  These  strawboard  bcnces  are  used 
only  when  they  can  be  sold  at  a  price  very 
neap  to  that  of  the  paper  wrappings  or 
packages  previously  used,  and  immedi- 
ately the  price  is  raised  the  demand  will  be 
decreased,  with  the  result  of  loss  of  em- 
ployment. And  why  is  this  done?  In 
order  to  give  greater  employment  in  a  trade 
which,  according  to  the  proprietor  of  tlie 
Broadford  Mill— the  only  mill  pmducing 
strawboard  in  the  Commonwealth — gave 
employment  in  1902  to  only  thirty-one  men 
and  seven  boys. 

Mr.  Johnson. — And  produced  very 
coarse  strawboard. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  sav  no- 
thing about  the  qualit}- ;  the  manufacturer 
may  say  that  he  has  improved  the  quality, 
and  jnay  still  further  improve  it. 

Mr.  Salmon.— Whv  should  he  not? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am  not 
attacking  the  quality,  but  merely  pointing 
out  that,  for  the  benefit  of  this  mill,  it  is 
sought  to  increase  the  duty  from  35  per 
cent,  to  62J  per  cent. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — The  duty  under 
discussion  has  nothing  to  do  with  straw- 
board. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Of  course 
it  has— this  duty  is  proposed  in  order  to 
support  a  proposal  later  on  to  increase  the 
duty  on  strawboard. 

_  Sir  William  Lyne.— That  is  an  insinua- 
tion which  oui!;ht  not  to  be  made 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  do  not 
say  that  the  Minister  knew  anything  about 
the  matter ;  but,  as  a  mntter  of  fact,  I 
heard  that  this  was  to  be  done. 

Sir  William  Lyne.  — I  know  nothing  at 
all  about  that. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSOX.—But  I 
know  something  about  it,  because  a  few 
(.lays  ago  I  heard  what  was  to  be  done. 

Sir  William  Lvne.— t  am  afraid  that 
the  honorable  member  has  been  listening 
to  a  lot  of  tittle-tattle. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am 
afraid  that  it  is  the  Minister  who  listens 


to  tittle-tattle;  I  always  take  care  to  sift 
informatics  which  I  receive.  Wheiher  the 
Minister's  intention  is  or  is  not  what  I 
have  stated,  the  effect  will  be  an  increase 
of  the  duty  on  strawboard,  and  the  straw- 
IxKird  Ixmnakers  who  complain  so  bitterly 
about  the  increased  duty  on  their  raw 
material  will  be  protected  by  a  prohibitive 
duty. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Does  the  honorable 
member  say  that  this  duty  is  imposed  for 
the  unworthy  purfK>se  he  indicates? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.—  I  have 
already  said  that  a  few  days  ago  I  heard 
what  the  intention  was,  though  I  do  not 
suggest  that  the  Minister  had  any  know- 
ledge of  tlie  matter.  However,  '  I  lea\-e 
the  question  of  intention  aside,  and  merely 
point  to  what  will  be  the  effect.  It  may 
be  thought  that  under  this  arrangement 
the  strawboard  boxmakers  will  have 
nothing  to  complain  of ;  but,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  their  trade  will  he  seriously  affect- 
ed, because,  as  I  said  before,  cardboard 
boxes  are  used  only  when  the  price  is  close 
to  that  of  ordinary  paper  packages.  I 
move — 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  leaving 
out  the  words  also  iilt  printed  bagt  and 
cartons." 

At  present  there  are  duties  of  30  per  cent, 
and  25  per  cent,  on  paper  bags,  and  now  it 
is  proposed,  simply  because  of  the  print- 
ing, to  raise  the  duty  to  at  least  100  pa- 

cent. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Do  I  understand 
the  honorable  member  for  Bendigo  to  sub- 
mit an  amendment  ? 

.  Sir  John  Quick.— My  desire  is,  after 
paragraph  a  has  been  disposed  of,  to  insert, 
as  a  separate  line,  the  amendment  I  have 
already  indicated. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [12.19].— I  regret  that  the  honorable 
member  for  North  Sydney  has  made  what 
I  may  term  an  insinuation  as  to  the  object 
of  the  proposal  immediately  before  us. 

\fr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  heard  this  morn- 
ing that  the  intention  was  that  indicated  by 
the  honorable  member  for  North  Svdnev. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  care 
what  the  honorable  member  heard ;  I  net-er 
heard  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^That  may  be. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Why  should  the  Tre.-*- 
surer  take  any  notice  of  what  honorable 
members  opposite  mav  have  "heard?" 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  cannot  allow 
an  insinuation,  and  a  v^Q^iwci^y  in- 
sinuation, to  be  made.  ^ 
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Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Xo  ona  suggests 
that  the  Treasurer  knew  what  the  inten- 
tion was. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  there  is  not 
a  reflection  on  me,  there  is  a  reBection  <m 
the  OHnptroller-General. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  tU>  not  say 
that  the  object  is  an  improper  one  from 
the  protectionist  stand-point. 

Sir  WILLI  A^I  LYNE.— The  Comp- 
troller-General advises  me  that  the  state- 
ment is  absolutely  without  foundation.  If 
the  honorable  member  for  Nwth  Sydney 
says  that  he  does  not  believe  the  Comp- 
troller-General— 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Why  is  this 
duty  proposed? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  duty  on 
printed  bags  and  cartons  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  duty  cm  strawboard,  but  is  pro- 
posed merely  to  insure  the  printing  being 
done  here. 

Mr.  DtTGALD  Thomson. — I  only  say 
that  I  heard  that  the  strawboard  faoxmakers 
intended  to  move  in  this  direction. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  think 
that  that  is  any  justification  for  any  re- 
flection on  either  myself  or  the  Comp- 
troller-General. I  asked  the  Comptroller- 
General  and  his  officers  to  meet  some  of 
those  interested  in  this  matter,  and  the 
meeting  took  place.  Those  interested 
came  frcHn  all  directi<ms,  and  the  outcome 
was  the  amendment  I  have  sulnnitted,  to 
which  they  all  agreed. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thohs<»i. — I  point  out 
that  cartcms  must  be  printed  before  they 
are  made  up. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Probably  so. 
In  reference  to  bags  I  may  say  that,  when 
I  was  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  I 
had  considerable  trouble,  seeing  that  some 
bags  were  imp<:»ted  plain  and  others  came 
in  [winted  with  advertisements.  If  the 
amendment  suggested  by  the  honorable 
member  iot  North  Svdney  be  made,  printed 
matter,  as  well  as  plain  bags,  will  be  im- 
ported free,  although  the  policy  is  to  stop 
.ne  importatic«  of  advertisements.  I  hap- 
jien  to  know  a  good  deal  about  this  sub- 
ject, because,  when  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs,  I  was  compelled  to  take  Iet;al 
advice,  which  was  to  the  effect  that  I  was 
entitled  to  charge  duty  on  the  printing  on 
the  bags.  I  hope  honorable  members  will 
no;  agree  to  the  proposal  of  the  honorable 
monber  for  North  Svdney,  which  opens  the 
Aoot  to  evasion  of  the  duty  on  printed  ad- 
vertisements. 


Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[12.23]. — I  sincerely  hope  that  the  C«n- 
mittee  will  not  be  influenced  by  the  bland- 
ishments of  the  hcHiorable  member  for 
North  Sydney.  The  honorable  membo* 
must  be  well  aware  that  the  duty  fffoposed 
on  strawboard  is  quite  insufment,  and 
that,  if  the  duty  immediately  befcnre  us  be 
agreed  to,  it  will  be  necessary  later  on.  if 
we  are  to  have  true  protection,  to  take 
some  such  step  as  he  has  indicated.  At 
any  rate,  when  we  do  reach  the  item  of 
strawboard,  I  shall  endeavour  to  induce 
the  Treasurer  to  raise  the  duty  above  that 
proposed  in  the  schedule.  If  every  time 
we  endeavour  to  impose  an  effective  duty, 
we  are  to  be  stormed  at  by  the  Opposition, 
we  shall  be  kept  here  not  only  until  this 
Christmas,  but  until  the  Christmas  follow- 
ing. It  is  our  duty,  as  a  protecticxiist  Par- 
liament, to  see  that  effective  duties  are  im- 
posed. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  does  the  hon- 
orable member  mean  by  an  effective  duty  ? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  mean  a  duty  suffi- 
cient to  insure  that  the  commodity  shall 
be  s(dd  at  a  price  which  will  pay  fair 
wages,  and  give  a  fair  return  to  those  who 
have  invested  maiey  in  the  industry.  I 
might  ask  the  hcmorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta  wh«t  he  calls  effective  free-trade? 
Does  he  mean  a  revenue  duty  ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Free-trade  is  not 
now  in  questi(m. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— As  a  protectionist 
I  shall  not  be  satisfied  to  accept  any  duty 
which  will  not  permit  of  reasonable  wages 
being  paid  to  the  employ^  in  the  indus- 
try, so  that  they  may  live  up  to  our  stan- 
dard of  civil  izaticm,  and  of  a  fair  return 
being  assured  to  capitalists  who  invest 
their  money  in  it.  Whilst  I  admit  that 
we  cannot  manufacture  certain  classes  of 
paper  in  the  Commonwealth  because  we 
have  not  the  necessary  pulp,  I  contend  that 
for  the  manufacture  of  strawboard  we  poa^ 
sess  the  raw  mato'ial  in  abundance.  Un- 
like the  honmable  member  for  Parramatta, 
and  the  honorable  member  for  North 
Sydney,  I  wish  to  insure  the  payment  of 
reasonable  wages  to  our  Australian  opera- 
tives, and  it  is  impossible  to  achieve  that 
result  whilst  our  markets  remain  open  to 
the  cheap  production  of  other  parts  of  the 
world. 

Mr.    DUGALD    THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [12.27]. — In  ^^^^''^^SQ^^^^^ 
bate,  and  at  the"  suggestior^w^oMe  h«i- 
orable  members,  I  ask  leave  to  amend  my, 
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amendment  by  omitting  from  it  the  wotcIs 
"  also  all  printed  ba^  and." 

Amendment  of  the  amendment,  b>-  leave, 
amended  accordingly. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE  (Hume— Trea- 
Mirer)  [12.28]. — ^The  honOTable  member  for 
Farramatta  stated  that  he  heard,  a  few 
days  ago,  that  this  arrangement  was  to  be 
made.  Here  is  a  letter  written  tm  the 
26th  September  last — 

We  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  re- 
commendations of  the  Maiter  Printen'  Associa- 
tion of  Victoria,  The  Paper  Manufactuiets, 
The  Cardboard  Box  Makers,  The  Paper  Bag 
Makers,  The  Manufacturing  Stationers,  the 
Paper  merchants  of  Victoria,  in  reference  to 
items  affecting  Paper,  Printing  and  Stationery, 
in  voui  proposed  Tariff.  We  indorse  the  Go- 
vernment's proposals  with  the  inclusion  of 
"  Printed  Bags  and  Cartons,"  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Magazines.  We  do  not  think  that 
*Uagazines  would  be  produced  in  Australia,  so 
we  do  not  see  the  necessity  for  this  duty,  es- 
pecially is  the  case  with  "  Trade  and  Scien- 
tific Journals."  We  suggest  therefore  that  clause 
c  should  read  "  Printed  matter  n.e.i.  including 
printed  bags  and  cartons  (except  newspapers 
registered  for  transmission  through  the  post  as 
magazines),  6d.  per  lb.** 
That  was  written  on  the  atfth  September 
last,  so  that  the  insinuation  that  the  ar- 
rangement had  been  arrived  at  within  the 
past  few  days  is  utterly  without  founda- 
tion; and  it  is  one  which,  on  behalf  of 
the  Comptroller-General,  I  am  justified  in 
resenting. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[12.30]. — The  Treasurer  has  confirmed  the 
statement  whicb  I  made  m  reference  to 
this  matter.  A  few  moments  ago  he  told 
us  that  the  Comptroller-General  of  Cus- 
toms knew  nothing  whatever  about  this 
arrangement.  Yet  we  now  know  that  it 
was  put  in  black  and  white,  mcmths  ago. 
Will  the  Treasurer  now  say  that  he  knew 
nothing  about  it  ?  After  having  denied 
my  statement  point  blank,  the  honorable 
gentleman  rose,  and  read  a  letter  which 
confirmed  it  The  honorable  member  for 
Melbourne  Ports  made  one  remark  to 
which  I  should  like  to  refer.  He  said 
that  unlike  the  honorable  member  for  North 
Sydney  and  myself,  he  wanted  to  insure 
the  pavment  of  good  wages  to  the  emplov& 
in  this  industry.  Does  he  mean  to  imply 
that  we  do  not  ?  Let  me  tell  him  that 
I  have  done  more  to  secure  the  payment 
of  good  wages  to  employes  than  he  will 
accomplish  in  his  life-time. 

Mr.  Mathews. — That  is  doubtful. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— There  is  no 
member  of  the  Opposition  who  does  not 
desire  to  see  good  wages  paid 


Mr.  Mathews. — Then  tlwir  actions  do 
not  show  it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  has  only  one  notion  in  regard 
the  method  by  which  the  payment  of  gooti 
wages  may  be  insured.  He  thinks  that  that 
result  can  be  broufi^t  about  only  by  the 
imposition  of  high  duties  for  tKe  (mMec- 
tion  of  our  manufacturers. 

Mr.    Mathews. — That    is    the  onI> 
method. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  protectire 
duties  in  themselves  are  a  guarantee  of 
good  wages  being  paid,  why  does  he  want 
10  protect  Australian  strawboard  against 
Dutch  strawboard?  His  argtmi^t  means 
nothing.  All  the  duties  that  he  advocates 
are  duties  against  the  highly-paid,  in- 
telligent labour  of  the  world,  and  noc 
against  the  low-paid  labour  of  the  world. 
If  he  wishes  to  find  the  lowest-paid  labour 
in  the  world,  he  must  visit  the  most  highU- 
protected  countries — ^Russia,  for  instance. 

Mr.  Mathews. — ^We  pretend  to  be  a 
little  more  civilized  than  is  Russia. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  appears  to  be  particularly  active 
this  morning.  I  congratulate  him  upon 
having  recovered  hb  vigour.  I  wish  to 
make  only  one  remark  in  reference  to  the 
agreement  which  has  been  forwarded  to 
the  Minister  in  respect  of  this  item.  It 
was  discussed  during  the  last  week-«id, 
and  I  understand  that  the  manufacturers 
of  strawboard  agreed  with  the  card-box 
makers  to  accept  a  lover  duty  than  tiut 
proposed  in  the  Tariff.  The  Treasurer, 
however,  has  gone  back  up(xi  the  arrarige- 
ment,  and  desires  to  get  the  highest  duty 
possible.  I  have  been  told  that  the  whole 
thing  has  been  discussed  many  times  be- 
tween the  card-box  makers  and  the  straw- 
board  manufacturers.  The  present  pro- 
posal is  a  part  of  the  arrangement  arrived 
at  between  them.  Nobody  suggests  that 
the  Treasurer  was  a  party  to  it.  I  hope 
that  he  will  believe  that  these  arrange- 
ments can  be  made  without  bis  knowledge. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — What  I  chi^y 
protested  against  was  the  insinuatiat 
against  the  C<xnptroller -General. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Nobody  sug- 
gests that  the  Treasure  has  been  dis- 
cussing this  matter  with  these  individuals. 
But  the  fact  remains  that  he  has  propose*! 
what  they  requested  him  to  propose  some 
months  ago.  The  arrangement  has  been 
discussed  more  than  once  lately;  but  as 
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th^  could  not  agree  amongst  themselves, 
each  of  the  parties  has  been  left  to  act  as 
it  pleases. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Have  not  members  of 
the  Opposition  been  solicited  by  the  im- 
porters  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Yes. 

Mr.  NfATHEWs. — Then  where  is  the 
difference? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  not  talk- 
ing about  manufacttu'ers  soliciting  members 
of  this  House.  I  am  merely  pointing  out 
that  two  sections,  each  wanting  a  protective 
duty,  agreed  as  to  the  rate  which  they 
would  recommend  to  the  Government. 
The  real  object  of  this  proposal  is  not  to 
protect  our  printing  establishments,  but  to 
protect  our  strawboard  manufacturers. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorle)  [12.37].— 
I  am  very  glad  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Parraroatta  has  changed  his  ground  in 
regard  to  this  particular  duty.  When  the 
honorable  member  for  North  Sydney  first 
made  his  statement  it  impressed  me 
flomewbat  I  thought  that  it  implied  that 
some  arranganent  had  been  arrived  at  be- 
tween the  Government  and  certain  manu- 
facturers. But  now  we  have  an  entirely 
different  .story.  We  find  that  a  perfectly 
legitimate  request  was  made  three  months 
ago — a  request  to  which  the  Government 
have  acceded.  Anybody  who  knows  any- 
thing about  the  manufacture  of  th^ 
articles  must  realize  the  enormous  oompeti- 
tion  to  which  our  manufacturers  are  sub- 
jected by  reason  of  importations  fr<»n 
oversea.  I  am  speaking  particularly  of 
illustrated  calendars.  When  these  arrive 
here,  nothing  remains  to  be  done  except  to 
print  upon  them  the  name  of  the  person 
who  has  ordered  them.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances we  are  entitled  to  extend  to 
those  who  do  thnt  work  in  Australia  a 
full  measure  of  protection.  With  respect 
to  cartons,  I  say,  without  fear  of  contra- 
diction, that  those  made  in  Australia  from 
our  own  strawboard  are  equal  to  those 
produced  in  any  part  of  the  world.  The 
honorable  member  for'  Lang  made  scane 
reference  to  the  qualitv  of  Australian 
strawboard.  I  do  nnt  pretend  to  be  an  ex- 
pert  

Mr.  BowDEN.— Tt  h  admittod  that  there 
has  been  a  vast  improvement  in  the  quality 
of  the  board  profliiced  locally. 

Mr.  SALMO\.--And  there' might  be  a 
much  greater  improvement  if  we  gave  oar 
manufacturers  a  fair  chance  of  competing. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — They  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  a  25  per  cent.  duty. 


Mr.  SALMON. — But  the  manufacture 
of  strawboard  in  the  old  world  is  carried 
on  under  conditicxis  that  we  should  not 
like  to  see  obtain  here.  We  have  to  pay 
decent  wages  to  our  workers. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Does  not  the  honqr- 
able  member  think  that  a  heavy  duty  on 
cardboard  will  embarrass  the  people  here? 

Mr.  SALMON. — I  do  not  think  so,  nor 
do  those  who  are  using  the  manufactured 
articles.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  preju- 
dice against  the  local  article  has  been 
largely  removed.  I  believe  that  if  we  give 
the  local  makers  an  opportunity  to  supply 
Australia's  requirements  of  strawboard, 
they  will  very  soon  be  in  a  position  to  do 
so. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS  (Franklin)  [12.41]. 
— I  desire  to  ascertain  from  the  Treasurer 
whether  this  item  will  apply  to  fruk-wrap- 
pers  on  which  the  names  of  the  fruit- 
growers  are  printed.  For  a  long  while,  I 
have  been  trying  to  induce  the  fruit-growers 
to  put  their  names  on  their  wrappers,  be- 
cause I  believe  that  that  practi(»  would 
have  a  more  beneficial  effect  than  would 
the  provisions  of  the  Commerce  Act.  At 
the  present  time  a  good  many  fruit- 
growers are  getting  their  names  printed  on 
their  wrappers. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Can  they  not  get  that 
done  in  Tasmania? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— The  fruit-giowers 
have  to  import  the  paper  cut  to  the  proper 
size.  As  one  boy  with  an  up-to-date  guillo- 
tine could  cut  all  the  paper  to  size,  it  is 
not  worth  our  while  to  bother  ^x>ut  what 
labour  would  be  employed,  if  the  paoer 
were  cut  on  the  spot,  instead  of  abroad. 
Any  proposal  to  limit  the  size  of  the  paper 
with  a  view  to  getting  it  cut  in  Australia 
is  really  ridiculous.  Under  paragraph  a 
of  this  item  every  fruit-grower  .would  be 
liable  to  a  duty  of  6d.  per  lb.  upon  im- 
ported fruit- wrappers  bearing  his  name. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Not  unless  the 
wrapper  was  in  the  form  of  a  bag. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— The  paragraph 
includes  "  all  printed  or  lithographed  mat- 
ter to  be  used  for  purposes  of  advertisine-" 
If  a  man  had  his  name  printed  on  his  fruit- 
wrappers,  it  would  be  regarded  by  the  De- 
partment as  printed  matter  to  be  used  for 
advertising  purposes.  Unless  the  para- 
graph is  amended,  it  will  undo  what  some 
of  us  have  been  trying  to  Achieve,  anfl  that 
is  to  induce  oupigf ifflft^^gWm *4xport 
their  fruit  in  wrappers  bearing  their  o*' 
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names,  with  a  view  to  acquiring  an  outside 
reputation  as  the  growers  of  first-ciass 
fruit. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Can  we  not  get  these 
wrappers  included  in  the  proposed  exemp- 
tions ? 

•Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— If  the  Treasurer 
will  give  me  an  assurance  that  this  item 
will  not  be  allowed  to  apply  to  fruit- 
wrappers  on  which  the  names  of  the 
growers  are  printed,  I  shall  be  content. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  anv  growers  pet 
their  wrappers  printed  in  London,  they  will 
be  liable  to  the  duty.  They  are  allowed 
to  have  free  paper  lor  wrappings  purposes, 
but  it  must  be  free  from  advertisements. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  remind  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  that  his  declared  object  in 
passing  the  Commerce  Act  was  to  encour- 
age as  far  as  possible  the  exportation  of 
good  'articles.  Surely  there  can  be  no  ob- 
jection to  a  man  putting  his  name  on  the 
paper  in  which  he  wraps  his  product? 
I  impres's  upon  the  honorable  gentleman 
that  it  is  not  possible  to  get  these 
wrappers  printed  here,  and,  as  he  is  aware, 
1  speak  as  one  who  has  had  considerable 
experience  of  the  printing  trade.  If  the 
paper  were  imported  and  cut  liere  the 
growers  could  not  afford  to  have  their 
names  printed  cm  the  wrappers  because  the 
expense  would  be  too  great. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Does  this  paper  come  out 
in  rolls? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— Xo;  it  is  import- 
ed in  smll  squares  ready  to  be  used.  I 
have  been  exerting  all  my  influence  to  get 
the  growers  to  have  their  names  printed  on 
the  wrappers  so  that  they  may  acquire  a 
reputation  as  the  exporters  of  good  articles, 
but  if  this  paragraph  is  passed  in  its  pre- 
sent form,  they  will  not  use  such  wrappers, 
because  it  would  be  far  too  expensive  to 
get  the  paper  cut  and  printed  here.  These 
wrappers  are  used  for  not  only  apples 
but  also  Innons  and  oranges.  I  may  in- 
form the  Treasurer  that  a  large  quantity  of 
this  wrapping  paper  is  now  in  transit  for 
use  during  the  coming  seaswi. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  paper  is  al- 
lowed to  come  in  free. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— Xo.  Wrapping 
paper  is  dutiable  at  15  per  cent. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  informed  that 
this  wrapping  paper  is  duty  free. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  ask  the  honor- 
able gentleman  to  reconsider  the  matter, 
and  to  see  whether,  for  this  year,  at  least. 


he  cannot  allow  the  printed  wrapping  jiaper 
to  come  in  free. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  will  not  make 
any  promise  now,  but  the  time  to  deal  with 
this  matter  is  when  we  come  to  the  "para- 
graph dealing  with  wrapping  paper. 

•  Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[12.50]. — In  my  locker  I  have  just  found  a 
circular  which  shows  that  the  manufac- 
turers of  strawboard  are  agitating  in  a 
most  industrious  way.  It  contains  this- 
passage — 

After  careful  consideration  it  has  been  agreed 
that  if  all  writing,  news,  glaxed,  and  unglazed 
printing  and  surface-coated  papers  were  ad- 
mitted free,  the  Victorian  Master  Printers'  As- 
sociation would  support  an  increase  of  is.  per 
cwt.  on  strawbqard  (making  the  duty  as.),  and 
a  25  per  cent,  duty  on  surface-coated  boards. 

I  begin  to  wcmder  whether  it  might  not  be 
better  to  hand  over  the  Tariff  to  these  out- 
side neople  and  allow  them  to  enact  it  as 
well  as  frame  it.  This  is  about  the  most 
curious  circular  I  have  ever  seen.  We 
ha\-e  these  proposals  made  outside  and 
stilxnitted  here  without  a  blush.  The 
Master  Printers  say  "  We  have  agreed  to 
these  duties,"  and  therefore  I  presume 
that  Parliament  has  just  to  say  "ditto," 
and.  hey  !  presto !  the  thing  is  done.  I 
have  always  imagined  that  this  was  a 
deliberative  assembly. 

Mr.  Wilks.  —  The  hwiorable  member 
would  not  have  expressed  that  opinion  if 
he  had  seen  the  proceedings  in  the  Queen's 
Hall  this  morning. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  seems  that 
all  we  have  to  do  is  to  register,  to  cry- 
stallize, the  decisions  of  interested  persons. 
I  do  not  pretend  to  know  very  much  about 
a  number  of  these  items,  and  therefore  I 
am  always  glad  to  get  information  fror 
any  quarter.  But  when  we  are  furnished 
with  a  circular  stating  that  this,  that  and 
the  other  ha\e  been  agreed  to  at  a  private 
meeting,  and  that,  therefore,  there  is  an 
end  of  the  matter,  I  venture  to  suggest  to 
honorable  members  that  this  Parliament  hai! 
a  higher,  function  to  perform  than  the  mere 
registraticMi  of  decrees  which  have  been 
issued  outside.  We  are  not  here  to  put  00 
the  statute-book  some  ukase  issued  by  in- 
terested individuals,  but  to  exercise  our  dis- 
creticxi,  and  to  make  the  best  possible  ar- 
rangement in  the  interests  of  those  who  con- 
sume the  goods  which  are  made  dutiable 
with  so  mudi  alacrity,  and  with  so  little 
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Question — ^That  the  words  "and  cartons" 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
amendment  {Mr.  Dugald  Thouson's 
amendment  of  Sir  William  Lyne's 
amaidment) — tput.   The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes  ...  ...  23 

Noes  ...  ...  20 


Majority  ... 


Ates. 


Chanter,  J.  M. 
Cbapmao,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Kriizcr,  C  K. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
Lyoe,  Sir  WillUm 
Maloney^  W.  R.  N. 
.Maibews,  J. 


UADsei,  S. 

1'**!^  J- 
Quick,  Sir  Jolm 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Storrer;  D. 
Thomsoo>  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkiai,  D. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellert: 
Cook,  Hume 
O'Malley,  King 


Noes. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Cook,  Joseph 

Edwards,  R. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 

Foxton,  Colonel 

FuHer.  C;.  W. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Johnson.  W.  E. 

Knox,  W. 


n^tchelor,  E.  L. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
<^.tt9,  J.  H. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
MrDougall,  T.  K. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hutchison,  ]. 
Webster,  W. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Siimpson,  S. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Spence,  \V.  G. 
Wise,  G.  H. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 


Mahon,  H. 
McWilliams,- W.  J. 
Poynton,  A. 
Sinclair,  H, 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks,  W.  H. 

T  fliers: 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Liddell,  F. 


Paws. 


Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Livingston,  J. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Kcllv,  W.  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Willis,  Henry 
Brown,  Thomas 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  affiiroative. 
Amendment  of  the  amendment  negatived. 
Six.   MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [12.56].— 
T  move — 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  inserting 
after  the  word  "  cartons "  the  words  "  and 
calendars  and  almanacs  n.e.i." 

I  move  this  amendment  because  I  do  not 
think  there  ot^ht  to  be  any  difference  in 
the  treatment  of  calendars  and  almanacs, 
and  that  extended  to  th^  other  goods  men- 
tioned in  the  item. 

Amendment  of  the  amendment  agreed  to. 


Amendment  (by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook) 
proposed — 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  inserting 
after  the  letters  "  n.e.i."  just  inserted  the  words 
"framed,  ad  val.,  25  per  cent." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [12.59]. — Under  another  item  the 
duties  on  frames  are  30  per  coit.  and  25 
per  cent.  I  shall  not  object  to  those 
duties  in  this  instani:e.  If  the  honcwable 
member  for  Parramatta  will  move  that  the 
duties  in  this  case  be  the  same  as  on 
dinary  frames,  I  will  agree  to  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Very  well,  I  will 
do  that,  and  ask  that  my  amendment  be 
amended  accordingly. 

Am«idment  of  the  amendment  amended 
accordingly. 

Sir  JOHN.  QUICK  .  (Bendigo)  [10].— 
This  item  deals  exclusively  with  advertis- 
ing pictures.  Tlie  other  item,  in  which 
frames  are  included,  relates  to  pictures 
not  necessarily  of  an  advertising  charac- 
ter. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — This  is  the  same 
item  on  which  the  A  section  of  the  Tariff 
Commission  recommended  a  duty  of  25 
per  cent. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— We  recommended 
a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  on  picture  frames. 

sating  suspended  from  1  to  2.1$  p.m. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [2.i5].~I  wish 
to  make  a  personal  explanation.  On  the 
last  division  relating  to  the  omission  of  the 
word  "  cartons,"  I  inadvertently  voted, 
forgetting  that  I  had  arranged  to  pair  with 
the  honorable  member  for  Gwydir,  from 
item  320  until  his  return  to-morrow.  The 
whip  had  not  been  acquainted  of  this  ar- 
rangement, and,  therefore,  could  not  re- 
mind me  of  it.  Fortunately,  the  division 
related  only  to  the  omission  of  a  word, 
and  not  to  any  duty,  but  I  thought  it  due 
to  the  honorable  member  for  Gwydir  to 
make  this  explanation. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume^Trea- 
surer)  [2.17]. — I  would  point  out  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  that  if 
the  amendment  of  the  amendment  which 
he  proposes  were  carried,  it  would  give 
rise  to  complications.  The  original  amend- 
ment includes  the  words  "frames  includ- 
ing the  weight  of  the  frames,"  and  the 
honorable  memb^'s  proposal  would,  there- 
fore, conflict  with  the  decision  already  ar- 
rived at.  The  proper  course  for  the  hon- 
orable member  to  pursue  would  have  been 
to  mo\e  the  omission  of  certain  words  in 
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the  amendment.  I  did  not  realize  this  at 
the  time,  or  I  should  have  advised  him 
aoccndingly. 

Sir  John  Quick.— The  word  "  framed  " 
is  quite  unnecessary. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— At  all  events, 
it  has  been  agreed  to. 

Sir  John  Quick.— -Omld  not  the  para- 
grafdi  at  once  be  recommitted? 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [2.18].— I  agree 
with  the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta 
that  we  should  substitute  an  ad  valorem 
for  a  fixed  duty.  It  is  unfair  that  the 
cheaper  classes  of  goods  should  have  to 
bear  the  same  duty  as  is  imposed  upon  the 
higher  priced  articles.  Since  I  last  spoke 
to  this  question,  I  have  received  from  a 
Melbourne  firm  a  letter  stating  that  this 
duty  is  equal  to  80  pa-  cent. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Then  the  other  side 
also  send  out  circulars.  I  thought  it  was 
onlv  the  manufacturers  who  did  so. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Of  course  they  do; 
but  the  honorable  member  seemsto  think  that 
manufacturers  alone  have  the  right  to  deluge 
the  House  with  circulars  and  letters.  If  I 
had  my  way,  I  would  not  allow  either  the 
manufacturers  or  importers  to  indulge  in 
lobbying.  The  practice  is  becoming  intoler- 
able. I  repeat  that  I  think  we  should 
have  an  ad  valorem  duty. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — On  the  whole 
item? 

Mr.  POYNTON—  Yes. 

Sir  John  Quick. — ^Will  the  honorable 

member  agree  to'  a  dutv  of  35  per  cent.  ? 

Mr.  POYNTON.— No;  but  I  would  ac- 
cept a  dutv  of  30  per  cent,  which  would 
be  an  increase  of  5  per  cent,  on  the  old 
rate. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [2.21  ]. — I  cannot  agree  to  the 
amendment  of  the  amendment  as  it  sttmds 
since  the  amendment  covers  not  only  the 
framing,  but  the  advertisement  within  it, 
and  the  adoption  of  the  honorable  mem- 
l>er'8  proposal  would  make  the  paragraph 
ridiculous.  I  should  have  been  willing  to 
accept  the  amendment  had  I  been  able 
to  do  so. 

Amendment  of  the  amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
["2. 24]. — How  does  the  Treasurer  propose 
to  cure  the  anomaly  that  frames  elsewhere 
are  taxed  at  35  per  cent.,  while  he  pro- 
]K>5es  under  this  paragraph  to  make  them 
dutiable  at  6d.  per  lb. 

Mr.  HtJiffE  Cook. — No;  it  is  cmly  the 
].aper  that  is  taxed. 


Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Are  we  to  have 
two  rates?  I  did  not  press  for  a  division 
on  my  last  amendment  of  the  amendment, 
because  I  wished  the  Minister  to  cure  the 
anomaly,    I  move — 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  inserting 
after  the  letters  "  o.e.i."  just  inserted,  the- 
words  _V  per  ib.,  ^A." 

Question  put.    The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


Majority  ... 


12 
33 

31 


Ans. 


Archer,  £.  W. 
Atlcinson,  L. 
Cook,  Joieph 
Fuller,  G,^. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Poynton,  A. 


Bamford,  F.  W. 
Chanter,  J,  M. 
Chapmim,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Oeakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Fisher,  A. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foster,  F,  J. 
Krazcr,  C  K. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Knox.  W. 
Lyne,  Sir  Willi»m 


Sinclair,  H. 
Tbomu,  J. 
Tbomson,  Dogald 

Tellers: 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Edwards,  R. 


NOU. 


MahoQ,  B. 
Mathews,  J. 
Mauger,  S. 
O'Malley,  King 
P*8e.  J- 

Quick,  Sir  John' 
Salmon,  C  C. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Tbomson,  Jcdin 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Wise,  G.  H. 
Wynne,  A. 

T  fliers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 


Pairs. 


BatcheJor,  E.  L, 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 


Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Palmer,  A,  C. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Livingston,  T. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilks,  W.  H. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Amendment  of  the  amendment  neca- 
tived. 

Mr.  POYXTON  (Grey)  [2.35].—!  wish 
now  to  move  that  these  goods  be  dutiable 
at  30  per  cent. 

The  CHAIRMAN,  —  The  honorable 
member  has  allowed  the  matter  to  go  too 
far  to  now  move  an  ad  valorem  duty.  T 
divided  the  last ,  question  sulxnitted  in 
order  to  give  every  honorable  member  an 
t^portunity  to  vote  for  a  percentage  duty 
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if  he  pleased ;  but  the  Committee  has  now 
decided  that  the  duty  shall  not  be  an  tn^ 
valorem  duty. 

Mr.  FOYNTON.— Since  lundi  I  indi- 
cated that  I  wished  to  test  the  opinion  of 
the  Committee  as  to  whether  an  ad  valorem 
duty  instead  of  the  proposed  fixed  duty 
should  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  proposed  30  per 
cent,  and  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  did  not  understand 
the  honorable  member  to  do  so. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  divided  the  ques- 
tion. I  did  not  put  the  whole  of  the  hon- 
orable member's  amendment,  in  order  not 
to  deprive  other  honorable  members  of  an 
opportunity  tp  move  a  further  amendment. 
The  Committee  has,  however,  now  dis- 
tinctly decided  not  to  adopt  an  ad  valorem 
duty,  and  it  is  therefwe  impossible  for 
me  to  accept  tne  amoidment  suggested  by 
the  honorable  roembor. 

Mr.  MAHON  <Coolgardie)  [2.37].— I 
agree  that  the  duty  should  be  a  iixed  one 
at  a  certain  rate  per  lb.,  because  of  the 
difficulty  which  the  officials  of  the  Customs 
Department  would  have  in  ascertaining  the 
value  of  imported  printed  matter.  I  think, 
however,  that  a  duty  of  4d.  per  lb.  would 
give  ample  protection  to  the  local  industry. 
Sir  WzLUAH  LvNB. — Oh,  na 
Mr.  MAHON.— The  Treasurer  must 
see  that  a  duty  of  4d.  per  lb.  would 
amount  to  an  increase  of  about  33  per  cent, 
on  the  duty  imposed  under  the  old  Tariff, 
and  with  landing  charges,  freight,  insur- 
ance, packing  and  so  on,  would  give  a  veiy 
substantial  protective  encouragement  to  the 
printing  industry  in  Australia.  The  Trea- 
surer would  be  well  advised  to  accept  my 
suggestion,  which,  I  feel  sure,  will  cc<m- 
mend  itself  to  the  common-sense  of  hon- 
mable  members  generally.  I  am  certain 
that  if  the  Minister  would  fake  expert 
advice,  every  unl»ased  and  impartial 
pi  inter  would  admit  that  a  duty  of  4d.  per 
lb.  on  printed  matter  of  this  kind  would 
give  ample  protectiwi,  and  would  be  all 
that  could  reasonably  be  expected  by  those 
concerned  in  this  industry.  I  move- 
That  the  amendment  hr  amended  by  inserting 
after  the  letters  "n.e.i."  just  inserted  the 
words  "per  lb.,  4(1." 

Question  put.    The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


21 
27 


AYKf. 

Knox,  W. 
Mahoo.  U. 
McWiUiami,  W.  J. 
Poyotoo,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Ougald 
Wynoe,  A. 

Tellers: 
Liddell,  F. 
VVilsoQ,  J.  G. 


Non. 


Mauger,  S. 
O'MftI.ey,  King 
Page.  J. 
Quick,  Sir  Joba 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkias,  P. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Crouch,  R.  A. 


Majority 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L, 
Bowdeo,  E.  K. 
Cook,  Josepli 
Edwards,  R. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 

Bamford,  F.  W. 
Chanter,  J.  H. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J, 
Oeakin,  A. 
Ewing.  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
Lyue,  Sir  WillUm 
Irtaloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative 
Amejidment  of  the  amendment  nega- 
tived. * 

tived*^"*^"^  (*>y   Mr.   Johnson)  nega- 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  insertine 

lll'l  'f""\  .>■'=■'■"   -i"^'   in'i^ted  the 

words  "per  lb.,  5d." 

Amendment,  as  amended  (Sir  William 
Lyne's),  agreed  to. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [2.43].— 
I  wish  to  make  an  explanation  in  refer- 
ence to  a  dispute  I  have  had  with  some 
one  who  lobbied  me  in  Parliament  House. 
I  was  lobbied  here  by  Mr.  McDougall,  of 
Sands  and  McDougall.  and  I  think  it  is 
only  right  that  honorable  members  should 
understand  what  occurred.  Briefly,  I  had 
simply  been  told  that  he  could  not  make 
the  very  finest  qualities  of  coated  boards, 
and  when  he  came  here  I  asked  him— 
and  it  was  the  only  question  I  asked  him 
-if  any  evidence  had  been  giv^  before 
the  Tariff  Commission,  and  whether  be 
would  read  it  and  let  me  know  if  he  had 
a  different  view.  On  the  following  day  I 
received  from  him  this  letter,  which  Is  the 
most  insulting  letter  I  ever  received  from 
anv  one  in  my  life. 

Mr.  Liddell. — Thesie  men  ought  not  to 
he  admitted  inside  the  building. 

Mr.  MALONEY— When  T  was  a  clerk 
in  the  Colonial  Bank,  Mr.  McDougall,  a^ 
the  representative  of  a  l>ig^r(n.  impressed 

g '^friendly  ; 


me  greatly,  andigiWei  bjtv 


J. 
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but  I  do  not  tbink  I  can  be  friendly  with 
him  after  this  letter.    He  has  written  me 

8S  follows : — 

365  Collins-street, 
Melbourne,  7th  December,  1907. 
Hon.  Dr.  Maloney,  M.P., 
Parliament  House,  Melbourne. 
Dear  Dr.  Maloncy, 

I  was  under  the  impression  that  you  were  re- 
turned as  the  member  for  Melbourne  as  a  pro- 
tectionist. You  therefore  very  much  surprised 
me  yesterday  when  you  saia  that  you  would 
oppose  the  proposed  duty  of  25  per  cent,  on 
iurface-coated  board. 

f  said  no  such  thing. 

At  present  the  duty  on  plain  and  coated 
boards  is  the  same.  We  now  only  ask  for  a  nro- 
tection  of  ij  per  cent.  We  have  inveslea  a 
large  sum  in  up-to-date  plant,  occupying  one 
whole  floor  of  our  factory,  and  employ  a  large 
number  of  men  in  the  production  of  these 
boards,  and  have  continued  their  production  in 
the  hope  that  when  the  Tariff  should  be  revised 
we  would  get  the  protection  that  we  are 
entitled  to.  Should  we  not  receive  that  pro- 
tection we  will  be  compelled  to  close  that  de- 
partment and  throw  all  those  bands  out  of 
work.  It  is  sad  to  think  that  that  result  should 
t>e  brought  about  by  you,  a  supposed  protec- 
Honist.    How  can  you  justify  your  action? 

Yours  faithfully, 

JAS.  MCDOCGALL. 

Perhaps  if  I  read  my  reply  it  will  be 
clearer  than  anything  I  can  say.  But  I 
wish  it  to  be  understood  that  I  have  re- 
spect and  regard  for  any  man  who  is  a 
free-trader,  so  long  as  he  honestly  holds 
that  opinion,  and  if  I  use  the  term  in  what 
I  write,  I  cxil^  do  so  in  the  course  of  my 
answer  to  the  insult  and  slur  that  has  been 
thrown  upon  me  as  the  honorable  member 
for  Melbourne — 

Sir, 

Yours  of  the  7th  inst.  to  hand.  Your  impres- 
sion is  correct.  I  am  a  protectionist.  My  po- 
litical faith  has  been,  and  will  ever  be,  pub- 
licly declared.  I  do  no  skulking,  double-deal- 
ing, or  underhand  scheming.  My  votes  embody 
my  principles.  I  point  to  the  votes  I  have 
given. 

But  I  am  surprised,  after  lobbying  me  at 
Parliament  Honse,  you  should  now  write,  me 
— and  such  a  letter — a  letter  of  craft  and  wile 
and  not  straightforwardness.  You  threaten  to 
turn  men  out  of  work — with  what  object? — to 
frighten  me  ! 

You  know  the  thought  that  "  Houseless  heads 
and  unfed  sides "  of  my  fellow  men  and  wo- 
men would  break  my  heart,  if  I  were  directly 
or  indirectly  the  cause.  You  care  nothing  about 
them.  Gain  is  your  object.  To  put  money  in 
vmir  purse  you  try  to  frighten  me  by  conjuring 
f)efore  my  eyes  workless  men  an<f  hungry  child- 
ren. You  want  money  only,  and  I  am  to  be 
but  a  tool  in  your  hands — and  you  threaten  men 
and  women  and  children  to  influence  me  to  vote 
•  desire. 

I  not  admire  you?   Noble  character, 
id  humanitarian  ! 


Yet  you  are  the  man — you  lover  of  protection 
and  of  workmen — who  did  your  utmost^  who 
hesitated  at  no  expedient,  to  oust  me  from  Par- 
liament House  and  put  in — who,  a  protectumiit  ? 
No— 4  free-trader.  Yea-nvealth  went  to  wealth. 
The  wealthy  McDougall  supported  the  wealthy 
Sir  M.  Mctacfaam.  Where  was  the  poor  irork- 
mcn  then? 

Now  carry  out  your  threat  to  dismiss  your 
workmen  if  you  dare.  I  believe  that  manhood 
and  womanhood  in  this  country  will  tay  you 
are  not  the  master  of  their  lives— that  you  are 
not  as  God — that  to  you  they  need  not  pray 
'*  Give  us  this  day  our  daily  work  that  we  may 
earn  the  bread  of  sweat." 

It  proves  conclusively  to  my  soul's  satisfac- 
tion that  the  policy  of  the  Labour  Party  is  the 
ri^ht  one — the  right  of  the  man  to  live  without 
being  at  the  beck  and  call  of  his  fellow  man. 
because  that  man  has  money.  With  tenfold 
earnestness  will  I  advocate  a  policy  of  nation- 
alization of  industries,  so  that  the  McDongalls 
may  become  as  Dodos — extinct. 

The  fact  that  Sir  U.  McEacham  was  one  of 
the  four  who  voted  against  "White  Australia," 
and  who  was  then  an  acknowlAged  free-trader, 
shows  me  it  is  not  of  your  workmen  you  are 
thinking — black  or  slave  does  not  signify  to 
you. 

To  you  your  men  are  machinery — iastntments 

of  money-making.  To  me  they  are  men  with 
(".od-created  souls  and  "rights  of  life,  libertv, 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness." 

When  the  duties  are  considered,  you  may  rest 
assured  I  will  think  of  my  duty  to  my  fellow- 
men  and  to  my  country,  Australia,  and  your 
threats  will  not  operate  on  my  mind. 

After  my  experience  of  your  lobbying,  and  of 
your  letter,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  prevent  your 
misunderstanding  my  words,  or  misrepresenting 
me,  and  all  future  communications,  if  any,  must 
be  in  writing. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [2.48].— I  do  not 
think  this  incidoit  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  pass  unnoticed,  al^ough  the  highly- 
coloured  reply  of  the  honorable  member 
for  ^felbourne  may  excite  a  little  laughter. 
Right  through  the  Tariff  that  sort  of  tKing 
has  been  the  experience  not  wily  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Melbourne,  but  of 
myself  and  others.  We  have  been  way- 
laid by  importers'  agents  and  manufac- 
turers' agents.  The  one  side  is  as  bad  as 
the  other.  I  gave  short  shrift  to  them 
both,  for  I  have  refused  on  all  occasicxis 
to  go  into  matters  with  them.  It  is  only 
right  that  the  Government  should  now  in- 
tervene. The  Tariff  Commission  sat  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  all  the  necessary 
information  from  interested  parties,  and 
it  should  not  have  been  necessary  for  the 
corridors  of  Parliament  to  be  crowded  with 
persons  desiring  to  make  representatiois. 
This  sort  of  thing  has  been  going  on 
throughout  the  discussion  of  the  Tariff, 
and  to-dav  it  is  more  niarlBEid^4fa»kfecer. 
The  honorable  roem8^i^^yfe<bS^fiias 
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taken  up  the  right  position,  but  he  has 
not  done  so  a  bit  too  socxi.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Lang  mentioned  Mr. 
Beale's  name.  Althou^  that  gentleman 
is  a  manufacturer  in  a  large  way  in  my 
electoraie,  I  have  treated  him  in  the  same 
way  as  I  have  treated  the  importers' 
agents.  1  only  wish  that  every  other  mem- 
ber would  do  the  same.  Of  course,  those 
interested  have  a  right  to  make  representa- 
tions, but  they  can  approach  honorable 
members  by  circular,  instead  of  personalty. 
Only  to-day  I  received  a  large  sheaf  of 
circulars  by  post.  The  honorable  member 
for  Melbourne  has  done  the  best  public 
action  that  we  have  had  sim^  the  Tariff 
has  been  under  consideration.  Only  a 
fOTtni^t  ago  Mr.  Speaker  was  asked  to 
intervoie  against  the  placing  of  exhibits  in 
this  building.  If  Interested  parties  want 
to  make  exhibits,  let  them  hire  a  place  in 
Collins-street  for  the  purpose.  When  the 
last  Tariff  was  being  considered,  I  said 
that  we  appeared  to  be  threatened  with 
the  American  svstem  of  lobbying,  but  if 
the  present  condition  of  things  is  going  to 
continue,  what  goes  on  in  America  will  be 
only  a  circumstance  to  it.  No  member, 
whether  a  free-trader  or  protectionist, 
should  be  intimidated  as  to  his  votes.  Im- 
porters' agents  and  manufacturers*  agents 
should  use  the  one  channel  only — by  letter 
— and  should  not  come  to  this.  House  to 
make  personal  representations  when  their 
interests  are  at  stake. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [2.53].— I 
desire  to  propose  a  new  paragraph.  I  think 
that  this  is  the  proper  place  to  provide  for 
the  exemption  of  price  lists  and  trade  cata- 
logues not  printed  for  Australian  houses. 
Adopting  the  form  of  the  exemption  sug- 
gested by  the  Tariff  Cc»nmission,  I 
movfr— 

That  the  following  new  paragraph  be  in- 
sertefl  :— 

*'  AA.  On  and  after  loth  December.  1Q07, 
Price  lists  arnj  trade  catalogues  not 
prinletl  for  Australian  houses  lo  adver. 
tisc  roods  M>!d  in  the  Commonweatth — ■ 
free." 

*Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [2.54]. — ^When  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Melbourne  rose,^  I  rose  also  with 
the  intention  of  submitting  a  comprehen- 
sive  amendment,  as  follows— 

ratalogues,  show-cards,  or  pictures  issued  by, 
or  referring  to  the  eoodi  of,  any  manufacturer 
or  producer  not  having  an  established  (I'ace  of 
Ijusioess  in  Australia,  anil  all  printed  matter 
and  photographs,  the  property  of  any  public  in- 
stitution, and  intended  for  deposit  <>'  esbibition 
therein. 


The  latter  part  has  been  framed  by  the 
Comptroller-General  to  meet  the  suggestion 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Grey. 

Mr.  Harper. — Is  it  intended  to  make 
those  things  free? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes,  The 
paragraph  was  framed  after  the  discus- 
sion, which  took  place  this  morning. 

Mr.  Harpek. — Is  it  to  enable  fweign 
houses  to  advertise  their  own  goods  in  this 
country  if  they  have  no  branch  here? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes.  The 
amendment  moved  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bendigo  is  not  so  comprehensive 
as  the  one  which  I  have  outlined. 

Sir  John  Quick. — I  will  withdraw  my 
amendment  for  the  present. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment    (by    Sir  Wiluah  Lyme) 

proposed — 

'riiat  the  following  new  paragraph  be  in- 
serted : — 

'"  AA.  On  and  after  loth  December,  1907, 
Catalogues,  show-cards,  or  pictures  is- 
sued by,  or  referring  to  the  i;oods  of, 
.my  manufacturer  or  producer  not  hav- 
ing an  established  place  of  business  in 
Australi.i,  and  all  printed  matter  and 
photographs,  the  property  of  any  public 
institution,  tuid  intended  for  deposit  or 
exhibition  therein—free." 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [2.57].— I  am 
afraid  that  the  Minister's  amendment  does 
not  cover  all  that  I  suggested ,  such  as 
works  of  art,  including  sculptiires  

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — They  come  later 
on.  I  believe  they  are  free  now,  as  works 
of  art. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [2.58]. — Apparently  price  lists 
are  not  included  in  the  amendment 
moved  by  the  Minister,  although  I  under- 
stood him  to  say  that  thev  were. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — They  are  covered 
hv  the  word  "catalogues,"  according  to 
the  practice  of  the  Department. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.~I  am  not 
sure  that  they  are. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  the  honorable 
member  desires  me  to  include  "  price 
lists,"  I  will  do  so. 

Amendment  amended  accordingly. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON'  (North 
S\ihu'\)  [2.59I. — If,  as  T  anticipate, 
niiigaziiH's  are  left  out  cf  the  next  para- 
iiFa|)li,  they  will  fall  under  this. 

Sir    William     Lyne. — Whatever  the 


7188  Tar^  [REPRESisKTATIVES.]    [Directorie*,  <fec). 


Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— These 
articles  ate  to  be  free,  and  really  maga- 
sines  ought  to  ha  included  in  tbem.  How- 
ever, if  the  Minister  prefers,  I  shall  deal 
with  magazines  in  the  next  iton. 

Proposed  new  paragraph,  as  amended, 
agreed  to. 

Paragraph  B.  Australiaa  Directories, 
Guides,  and  Time  Tables,  pet  lb.,  6d. 

Mr.  POYXTON  (Grey)  [3.1].— Under 
the  old  Tariff  this  item  was  free;  and  1 
understand  that  this  duty  is  aimed  at  one 
directory  which  is  printed  outside  the  Com- 
monwealth. The  firm  which  publishes 
this  directory  employs  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  people  in  Australia,  and  distributes 
a  large  amount  in  wages.  For  three 
years  the  directory  was  printed  in  Sydne>*, 
but.  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  the 
print(;rs  declined  to  renew  the  contract, 
chief!  V  because  of  the  limited  time  allowed 
for  the  printing  of  such  a  large  number  of 
names  in  order  that  the  book  might  be 
issued  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  year. 
The  directory  to  which  I  refer  is  Wise's 
Post  OUice  Directory,  and  the  duty  pro- 
posed means  an  impost  of  3s.  6d.,  the 
weight  of  each  volume  being  7  lbs.  I  un- 
derstand that  the  printing  represents  only 
one-fourth  of  the  cost  of  production,  the 
other  three-fourths  being  expended  in  Aus- 
tralia. This  duty  is  proposed  for  the 
benefit  of  a  particular  firm. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — What  firm  is  that? 

Mr.  POYNTON.— The  firm  of  Sands 
and  McDougall. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— There  are  other 
directories  besides  that  of  Sands  and 
McDougall. 

Mr.  POYN'TON.— But  Sands  and 
McDougall  are  very  prominent  in  this 
matter. 

Sir  William  Lvne. —  The  h(xiorable 
member  must  recollect  that  there  are  very 
important  directories  published  in  New 
South  Wales. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— 'When  a  deputation 
waited  on  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms some  time  ago,  it  was  pointed  out 
that  in  the  preparation  of  Wise's  Post 
Oifice  Directory  thirty  married  men  and 
twenty-five  single  men  and  WOTien  were 
constantly  employed  in  Australia,  and  that, 
in  addition,  there  were  partially  employed, 
say  for  six  months  of  the  year,  seventy- 
five  men  and  women,  many  of  the  former 
being  married.  A  ccxnparison  of  this 
Urectory  with  the  directory  issued  by  the 

■m  who  are  so  anxious  to  have  this  duty 

posed,  may  be  interesting.     Of  forty- 


eight  towns  dealt  with  in  Wise's  Post  OSUe 
Directory,  only  five  are  dealt  with  in  the 
directory  issued  by  Sands  and  McDougall. 
Then  in  Wise's  Directory^  i>87>  country 
postal  towns  ate  given  as  compared  with 
472  in  the  directory  of  Sands  and  McDou- 
gall. In  r^ard  to  the  number  of  names 
given,  the  foUmving  table  affords  some 
examples — 

Bendigo  aod  Eaglehawk— 

Wise  ...         ...  ...  6,500 

Saads  and  McDougall  ...  1,500 

Geelong— 

Wise             ...         ...  ...  5,750 

Sands  and  McDougall  ...  800 

Bacchus  Manb — 

Wise              ...         ...  ..,  044 

Saods  and   McDoagall  ...  91 

Echuca — 

Wise              ...         ...  ...  784 

Sands  and  McDougall  ...  27J 

The  approximate  number  of  names  given 
in  the  country  porti<Mi5  of  the  directories 
are — in  Wise's  Directory,  116,000;  and  in 
Sands  and  McDougall's  directory,  36,000. 
It  appears  to  roe  that  a  directca7  is  only 
a  directory  in  so  far  as  it  is  comj^ete; 
and,  sureljf,  under  the  drcumstanoes,  a 
duty  of  3$.  6d.  per  volume  is  too  much. 

Mr.  Mathews. — ^We  do  not  desire  to 
collect  the  dutv,  but  rather  that  the  work 
shall  be  done  here. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  have  already  ex- 
plained the  reason  why  the  Sydney  firm 
of  printers  refused  to  renew  their  ccmtract. 
I  move — 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  lotb  De- 
cember, 1907,  per  lb.,  3d.,'*  be  added. 

This  will  make  the  duty  is.  9d.  on  each 
volume  of  Wise's  Directory,  and  with 
that,  I  should  say,  the  Committee,  with  all 
the  greed  there  is  for  duties,  (Hight  to  be 
satisfied.  The  publishers  do  not  desire  to 
be  at  the  mercy  of  a  local  printer,  when 
the  main  point  is  to  have  the  directory 
issued  at  a  cn'tain  time. 

Ikfr.  Sampson.— And  that  is  to  be  ac- 
ccMnpIished  by  having  the  printing  done  at 
the  other  end  of  the  world  I 

Mr.  POYNTON.— The  publishers  of 
Wise's  Directory  spend  ^^10,000  per  aimum 
in  wages  in  Australia,  and  of  the  total 
expenditure,  as  I  have  said,  only  one-fourth 
is  represented  bv  the  printing. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (Wilmot)  [3.9].— I  can 
understand  the  anxiety  of  the  bonwable 
member  for  Melbourne  Ports  to  have  the 
whole  of  this  work  done  in  Victoria. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Not  in  T^Ctoriarsfat  in 
Australia.  ^'9'^'^^^  ^rrOgTC 
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Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — I  think  such  work 
is  mostlv  done  in  Sydney. 

Mr.  ATKINSON.— Then  I  shall  substi- 
tute Australia  for  Victoria.  The  pub- 
lishers of  Wise's  Directory  distribute 
^10,000  in  wages  in  Austraha,  and  if  a 
dutv  of  6d.  per  lb.  renders  the  enterprise 
unprofitable  that  distribution  will  cease, 
because  the  book  will  not  be  published. 

Mr.  Storrer. — Seme  one  else  will  bring 
out  a  directory. 

Mr.  ATKINSON.— Xo  one  else,  so  far, 
seems  to  have  been  able  to  bring  out  a  satis- 
factory directory  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  Mauger. — This   directory   is  not 
gatisfactory. 

Mr.  ATKINSON.-^erhaps  it  is  not 
so  satisfactory  as  it  ought  to  be,  but  it  is  the 
best  we  have  had  up  to  now.  The  pub- 
lishers have  endeavoured  to  get  the  printing 
done  in  Australia,  but  have  failed,  simply 
because  the  printers  require,  perhaps,  nine 
months  to  do  wcvk  which  is  required  in 
three  months.  Under  the  circumstances,  I 
think  that  the  publishers  are  not  to  be 
blamed  for  going  abroad  for  their  printing ; 
and  I  have  much  pleasure  in  supporting 
the  amendment  of  the  honoraUe  member 
for  Grey. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[5.IX]. — Of  course,  we  may  take  it  that 
the  whole  of  the  information  supplied  by 
the  h(»iorabIe  member  for  Grey  is  his  own 

compilation — that  he  did  not  receive  it  by 
means  of  a  circular  from  the  publishers, 
or  that  their  representarives  did  not  follow 
the  example  of  manufacturers,  and  bring 
the  information  here. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Can  the  honorable 
member  refute  the  inf<Hmati(Hi  ? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  am  not  endeavour- 
ing to  do  so;  but  merely  pointing  out  that 
apparently  importers  as  well  as  manufac- 
turers can  supply  all  the  information  neces- 
sary to  promote  their  own  interests.  We 
have  been  told  (hat  philanthropic  publishers 
spend  j^io,ooo  per  annum  in  wages  in 
Australia.  I  point  out,  however,  that  that 
money  is  obtained  from  Australia,  before 
it  can  be  paid  as  wages.  We  are  told  that 
the  imposition  of  a  dut^  of  3s.  6d.  per 
volume  will  stop  the  circulatim  of  the 
directory.  But  can  we  believe  that  these 
publishers  would  "bite  off  their  nose  to 
spite  their  face  This  is  a  business  run 
on  commercial  lines,  and  while  a  profit 
can  be  made  the  directcffy  will  be  issued. 
Free-traders  will  admit  that  if  there  is  any 
work  that  can  be  done  in  Australia,  it  U 


a  compilation  of  a  directory  of  the  resi- 
dents of  Australia.  Extreme  protectionist 
as  I  may  be  regarded,  I  think  I  a^ 
not  asking  too  much,  even  from  so-called 
free-traders,  when  I  suggest  that  pubiica- 
rions  of  this  sort  ought  to  be  printed  here. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [3.1 3]. — The  honorable  member 
for  Melbourne  Ports  expresses  satirical 
anxiety  as  to  whether  the  information 
given  by  the  hwiorable  member  for  Grey 
has  been  supplied,  or  is  his  own  compila- 
tion. If  there  is  any  honorable  member 
who  has  given  abundance  of  supplied  in- 
formarion  to  the  Committee,  it  is  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Melbourne  Ports. 

Mr.  Mathews. — ^But  I  do  ix)t  condemn 
the  supplying  of  inf(»mati(Mi — the  condem- 
nation comes  from  honor{d>le  members  op- 
posite. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON— Whence 
the  strength  of  the  satire  on  the  honw- 
able  member  for  Grey?  Those  interested 
by  these  duties  have  a  perfect  right,  not  by 
lobbying,  but  in  a  proper  way,  to  place 
the  ejects  of  the  duties  before  honorable 
members. 

Mr.  Mathews. — have  been  loUned 
mvself  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am 
making  no  accusation  against  the  honor- 
able member.  I  do  not  approve  of  lobby- 
ing ;  but  those  interested  have  a  perfect 
rijiht  to  place  what  informati<m  they  have 
before  us.  if  thev  do  so  in  a  proper  way ; 
and  on  that  information  honornble  mem- 
bers may  come  to  a  conclusion.  Some 
protectionist  members  will  not  accept  any 
representations,  simply  because  they  come 
from  protectionists,  and  so  with  free- 
trade  members  in  regard  to  representations 
from  free-traders.  They  will  themselves 
weigh  the  arguments  advanced  on  either 
side.  I  think  that  the  case  put  forward 
upon  the  present  occasion  possesses  some 
strength.  The  duty  proposed  is  aimed  en- 
tirely at  one  Individual. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Who  is  that? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Tt  I's 
aimed  at  the  proprietor  of  Wise's  Direc- 
tory. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — What  about  the 
other  directories? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOM.SON.  -  T  nm 
flware  that  some' Hirertories  are  printed  in 
Australia,  but  Wisest  Directory,  though 
comniled  in  Australia,  is  printed  in  Enc- 
land. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  honorable  member's 
*  objecrion  to  the  strawboard  duty  was  based 
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upon  the  fact  that  only  one  manufacturer 
was  engaged  in  the  industry.  His  eflforts 
are  now  being  directed  in  favour  of  one 
person. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If  the 
hcHiorable  member  is  so  mixed  "  that  he 
associates  strawboard  and  directories,  I 
confess  that  I  have  not  yet  reached  that 
frame  of  mind.  Who  is  the  person  to 
whom  he  refers? 

Mr.  Salmon. — Mr.  Wise.  The  honor- 
able member  stated  that  the  protectionist 
members  of  the  Committee  were  operating 
against  one  importer, 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Is  it  not 
within  the  honorable  member's  own  know- 
ledge that  threats  have  been  iised  in  this 
axuiexion»  and  that  the  outccMne  of  those 
thi^ats  is  this  attempt  to  compel  a  par- 
ticular individual  to  print  his  directory  in 
Australia?  Mr.  Wise  savs  that  he  has 
endeavoured  to  get  his  directory  printed  in 
the  Ccanmonwealth,  but  that  the  time  re- 
quired for  its  production  would  be  nine 
months,  and  that  the  information  which  it 
contained  would  thus  be  stale  by  the  time 
it  was  published. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — How  are  the  other 
directories  printed? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Mr. 
Wise  declares  that  nine  months  is  the 
shortest  period  within  which  he  can  get 
his  work  printed  in  Australia.  If  his 
statement  be  accurate,  there  seems  to  be 
some  justification  for  his  getting  it  printed 
elsewhere.  Therefore  I  shall  support  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Grey.  I  would  further  point  out  that  we 
admit  other  printed  books — s<Mne  of  which 
could  be  printed  in  the  Commonwealth 
much  more  easily  than  could  a  directory — 
free.  The  issue  of  a  directory  is  a  special 
class  of  work.  Only  a  few  firms  ate 
willing  to  undertake  it,  and  it  is  stated 
they  require  nine  months  within  which  to 
print  it. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Would  it  not  be  better 
to  have  this  directory  printed  here  so  that 
its  publisher  might  revise  the  proofs  ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Xo 
doubt  there  are  advantages  attaching  to 
having  it  printed  here.  But  when  the 
ccanpiler  says  that  he  cannot  get  the 
work  done  in  the  Commonwealth  within 
a  reasonable  time,  we  must  pay  some  at- 
tenti<xi  to  his  statement.  I  object  to  this 
special  attack  being  made  upon  one  in- 
dividual. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [3.21].— I  un- 
derstand that  a  deputation  recently  waited 


upon  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs 
in  regard  to  the  publication  of  Wise's 
Directory.  Upon  that  occasicm  it  was 
stated  that  the  work  could  not  be  printed 
in  Australia.  That  assertion  has  been  re- 
peated by  the  honorable  member  for  North 
Sydney,  who  says  that  the  directory  can- 
not be  printed  here  in  less  than  nine 
nmnths,  which  means  that  it  cannot  be 
printed  locally  at  all.  The  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs  promised  the  members 
of  the  deputation  that  he  would  make  in- 
quiries and  ascertain  whether  the  state- 
ment to  which  I  have  referred  is  correct. 
I  should  like  him  ;to  give  the  Committee 
the  result  of  his  inquiries,  and  to  say 
whether  Wise's  Directory  can  be  printed 
in  the  Commonwealth  within  a  reascmable 
period. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro— Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
[3  •  23]-  — I  reed  lect  the  deputation  to 
whidi  the  honorable  member  for  Corio  has 
referred.  At  that  deputation  conflicting 
statements  were  made.  Of  course,  those 
who  were  interested  in  having  the  work 
done  oversea  made  out  the  best  case  that 
they  could.  But  to  those  who  have  seen 
the  directories  that  are  printed  in  Aus- 
tralia, it  'must  be  obvious  that  the  wcvk 
can  be  po'fonned  locallv.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  a  number  of  printers  who  waited 
upon  me  some  time  ago  pointed  out  that 
this  work  could  be  done  within  the  C<xn- 
monwealth  at  a  time  when  printing  work 
was  slack,  and  that  it  would  thus  provide 
employment  for  men  who  would  otherwise 
be  idle.  I  cannot  understand  the  state- 
ment that  nine  mmths  is  required  to  print 
this  directory. 

Mr.  Crouch. — The  Minister  does  not 
accept  that  statement? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— No.  T 
gave  the  deputation  to  understand  that,  as 
far  as  possible,  the  Government  believed 
in '  encouraging  work  to  be  undertaken 
locdlly,  in  preference  to  having  it  per- 
formed across  the  sea. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [3.25].— The 
duty  proposed  might  be  reduced  with  ad- 
vantage. I  regret  that  I  cannot  see  my 
way  to  support  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Grey.  It  is  idle  to 
contend  thaf  the  directory  to  which  refer- 
ence has  been -made  cannot  be  printed  in 
Australia  with  a'dvantage  to  everybody  con- 
cerned. I  will  undertake  to.  say  that  it 
can  be  done  by  any  large  firm.  If  Mr. 
Wise  chose  to  enter  into  a  c(xitr«:t  with 
any  large  firm  for  the  producticm  of  his 
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directory  for  a  period  of  five  or  seven 
years,  I  am  certain  that  be  could  get  the 
work  turned  out  within  three  nuuiths.  It 
is  simply  a  question  of  paying  the  neces- 
sary price.  At  the  same  time,  I  think 
that  6d.  per  lb.  is  rather  too  heavy  an 
impost  to  levy  upon  directories.  Some 
honorable  members  have  argued  that  the 
publications  mentioned  in  paragraph  a  can- 
not be  produced  in  Australia  to  oMomer- 
cial  advantage.  But  certainly  directories 
can.  There  is  nothing  elaborate  about 
them.  They  involve  cmly  ordinary 
plain  setting.  It  is  ridiculous  to  sug- 
gest that  the  publisher  can  economize 
time  by  sending  his  copy  oversea,  thus  sac- 
rificing six  weeks  upon  the  voyage  each 
way. 

Mr.  Chanter. — He  also  has  to  wait  for 
his  oroofs. 

Mr.  MAHON.~He  ha»  either  to  incur 
the  risk  of  error  or  engage  some  person 
oversea  having  SOToe  knowledge  of  Aus- 

^lia  to  read  the  proofs  very  carefullv. 
.  think  that  <Mie  might  search  the  world 
vainly  in  an  effort  to  discover  a  directory 
wJiich  is  printed  in  other  than  the  country 
in  which  it  is  issued.  I  was  utterly  as- 
tounded when  I  learned  that  Mr.  Wise's 
directory  is  printed  in  London.  Apart  al- 
tojether,  fn>m  fiscalism,  these  books  ought 
to  be  printed  in  the  country  to  which  they 
refer. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — If  they  were  printed 
in  Australia,  would  it  add  to  the  employ- 
ment here?  Would  not  the  present  firms 
he  able  to  turn  them  out  without  adding  U* 
their  staffs? 

Ut.  MAHON.— Undoubtedly  the  print- 
ing would  add  to  the  employment  here. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Mr.  Wise  complains 
that  be  cannot  get  the  work  turned  out 
in  Australia  with  suflScient  expedition. 

Mr.  MAHON.— That  is  because  he  is 
n6t  willing  to  make  the  necessary  finan- 
cial sacrifice. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — If  the  work  can  be 
d<Hie  in  Australia,  I  should  like  to  see  it 
done  here. 

Mr.  MAHON. — It  can  be  3one  here 
much  more  advantageously  than  can  the 
work  connected  with  a  number  of  other 
items  upon  which  we  have  placed  protec- 
tive duties. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [3-3o]-— T  wish 
to  enter  mv  protest  against  the  suggestion 
that  these  directories  cannot  be  printed  in 
Australia,  and  with  very  great  advantage. 
To  mv  mind,  the  whole  matter  is  one  of 
pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  because  it 


is  recognised  that  the  directories  which  are 
issued  in  Melbourne  by  Messrs.  Sands  and 
McDougall,  and  in  Sydn^  by  Mr.  Tohn 
Sands,  are  as  good  as  those  which  are 
published  in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — But  their  es- 
tablishments are  large  ones,  and  they  em- 
ploy special  staffs  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  KNOX.^ — The  suggestion  that  time 
can  be  economized  by  sending  the  cc^y  for 
these  directories  to  Great  Britain  is  posi- 
tively ridiculous.  In  the  circumstances  I 
shall  support  the  impositi(m  of  the  duty, 
believing  that  not  to  do  so  would  be  to 
do  an  injustice  to  our  printing  establish- 
ments, which  are  turning  out  most  excel- 
lent work,  and  which,  if  aiTorded  the  op- 
portunity, would  turn  out  this  additional 
work  creditably. 

Mr.  BAMFORD  (Herbert)  [3.31].— In 
my  opinion,  a  duty  of  6d.  per  lb.  is  too 
high.  I  do  hot  know  whether  the  honor- 
able member  for  Coolgardie  intends  to  pro- 
pose a  reduction  of  the  duty,  but  I  cer- 
tainly mean  to  vote  against  the  amendment 
of  the  honorable  jnei..ber  fat  Grey.  I  am 
informed  that  a  great  quantity  of  this  work 
is  done  in  Germany.  I  know,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  that  similar  work  is  done  there. 
If  it  be  a  fact  that  these  directories  are 
printed  in  Germany,  or  elsewhere,  I  do  not 
see  why  we  should  not  give  a  small  pre- 
ference to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  I 
suggest  to  the  Treasurer  that  if  the  amend- 
ment before  the  CMnmittee  be  rejected,  the 
duty  per  lb.  should  be  fixed  at  6d.  in  the 
general  Tariff,  and  at  4d.  in  the  preferen- 
tial Tariff.  That,  I  think,  would  meet  the 
case  very  well. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Amendmoit  by  (Mr.  Poynton)  agreed 
to —  ' 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  lotb  De- 
cember, 1907,  per  lb.  (United  Kingdom),  4d." 
be  added. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [3.36].  —  I 
propose  to  move  the  insertion  of  a  new 
paragraph.  We  are  imposing  duties 
of  10  and  15  per  cent,  on  various  papers 
used  in  the  production  of  books  in  Aus- 
tralia, and  to  admit  books  frtmi  outside 
countries  free.  This  is  an  anomaly,  and 
one  which  I  find  it  very  difficult  to  defend. 
During  the  consideratiwi  of  the  old  Tariff 
it  was  made  an  argimient  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  all  duties  on  what  is  known  as 
printing  newspaper.  My  proposal,  if  T  can' 
get  the  support  of  the  Committee,  will 
keep   out    low    class   literature   of  the 
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Deadwooi  Dick  type,  which  ccxnes  in  very 
freely.  The  list  of  books  which  I  pr<^)08e 
to  admit  free  may  not  be  very  conplete, 
but  my  proposal  is  open  to  amplification — 
Books  (lealinc  exclusively  with  art,  science, 
or  religion,  scoolastlc  publications,  histories, 
biographies,  dictionaries,  encyclopedias,  and 
works  of  travel,  subject  to  departmental  by- 
laws (General  Tariff),  free. 

Mr.  Tkouas. — The  honorable  member 
proposes  to  leave  out  all  kinds  of  fiction. 

Mr.  MAHON.— Yes,  because  it  is  im- 
possible to  differentiate  against  one  class 
of  fiction  in  favour  of  any  other  class  with- 
out making  the  Customs  House  a  literary 
censor.  My  additional  proposal  is  to 
levy,  a  duty  of  lo  per  cent,  (m  "books 
n.e.i."  That,  I  admit,  is  rather  a  novel 
prc^xjsal. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Do  not  talk  about  tax- 
ing books. 

Mr.  MAHON. — I  am  not  proposing  to 
tax  any  useful  books. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  honorable 
member's  proposal,  if  carried,  would  shut 
out  a  great  deal  more  than  publications 
like  De^wood  Dick. 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  admit  that,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  make  my  list  as  complete 
as  I  would  like,  but  the  hCHiorable  member 
will  see  that  it  includes  every  work  con- 
nected with  the  arts,  science,  or  religicxi, 
sdiolastic  publications,  histories,  biogra- 
phies, CTKycIopaedias,  works  of  travel,  and 
other  works,  subject  to  departmoital  by- 
laws.  All  thtKe  works  would  be  free. 

Mr.  Wynne. — It  does  not  include  books 
of  poetry. 

Mr.  MAHON. — No;  because  it  would 
be  difiicult  to  admit  books  of  poetry  and  to 
shut  out  high-class  novels. 

Sir  William  Lvne.  —  I  suggest  to  the 
honorable  member  that  it  would  be  better 
for  him  to  raise  this  question  on  item  368, 
under  which  "books,  n.e.i."  are  free. 

Mr.  MAHON.— If  it  will  aflford  the 
honorable  gentleman  an  opportunitv  of 
considering  the  matter  I  shall  wait  until 
that  item  is  reached. 

Paragraph  c.  Printed  Matter  n.e.i.  (except 
newspapers  registered  for  transmission  through 
the  post)  being_  or  containing  advertiseroenis,  in- 
cluding Magazines  containing  advertisements  be- 
ing  more  than  one-fifth  of  the  printed  matter 
contained  within  the  outside  covers,  per  lb.,  6d. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  r3-4o]-— 
This  item  imposes  a  dutv  on  all  kinds  of 
magazines.    In  mv  opinion  they  ought  to 
*be  made  free,  and  therefore.  I  move — 

That  the  words  "ud  oa  and  after  toth  De- 
cember, igoy,  free,"  be  added. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [3-41  ]•— This  item  has  not  been  in- 
serted in  this  divirion  without  having  re- 
ceived due  consideratioa  We  have  im- 
posed a  dirty  on  advertisements  and  these 
magazines,  if  I  may  use  the  term,  are  sur- 
reptitiously circulating  advertisements  with- 
out paying  a  duty  thereon. 

Mr.  DucALD  Thomson. — ^We  have  not 
a  duty  cm  advertisements. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  I  ask  the 
homwable  member  to  allow  me  to  finish 
what  I  have  to  say.  I  hold  in  my  hand 
a  copy  of  Munsey's  Magazine,  ccmtaining 
269  pages  of  advertisements  and  138  pages 
of  magazine  matter.  It  is  the  most  ridicul- 
ous thing  that  it  is  possible  for  any  one  to 
imagine.  At  one  time  I  used  to  be  very 
glad,  each  month,  to  get  the  magazines  to 
read  the  really  good  matter  in  them,  but 
now,  with  their'  small  proporti(Hi  of  read- 
ing matter,  they  are  really  not  worth  read- 
ing. They  are  advertising  mediums,  and 
nothing  else. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.  —  Does  not  a 
magazine  get  better  reading  matter  when  it 
has  a  large  number  of  advertisements? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  the  honor- 
able member  will  take  the  trouble  to  read 
the  magazines  of  the  present  dav  he  will 
realize  the  absurditv  of  his  statem«it. 

Mr.  ^fAHON.— The  best  magazines  are 
those  which  have  the  fewest  advertisements. 

Mr.  Thomas.— What  do  thev  charge  for 
them  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  heard 
the  honorable  member  speak  on  this  sub- 
ject,  and  I  know  that  he  is  biased.  The 
magazines  which  have  the  fewest  advertise- 
ments are  the  most  readable. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Which  magazines? 
Sir   WILLIAM  LYNE.— There   is  a 
number  of  them. 

>fr.  Thomas. — The  honornble  gentleman 
never  reads  one  of  them,  not  even  the  Xine- 
teenth  Century  or  the  Contemporarv  Re- 
view. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do. 

Mr.  Thomas.— The  honorable  member 
does  not. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  fancies  that  he  knows  better  than 
I  do  what  I  read.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
I  read  the  magazines. 

Mr.  Thomas.— The  honoraWe  gentleman 
has  never  read  those  magazines  in  his  life 
Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— Here  is  a  c&se 
which  the  honorable  npg^  cannot  answer, 
nor  can  any  one  else     It  is  proposed  to 
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admit  free  this  magazine  which  contains 
269  pages  of  advertisements,  and  only  13S 
pages  of  reading  matter. 

Mr.  Page. — And  every  one  of  the  ad< 
vertisements  is  a  work  of  art 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE,— It  may  be  a 
work  of  some  sort. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — We  have  al- 
ready freed  similar  advertisements. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Honorable 
members  on  the  other  side  need  not  jump 
at  me  in  this  way  because  I  have  bad  to 
deal  with  this  matter.  When  I  was  Min- 
ister of  Trade  and  Customs,  prior  to  the 
Reid  Ministry  coming  into  power,  I  found 
that  it  had  reached  the  proportions  of  a 
scandal.  It  was  such  an  imposition  upon 
those  who  were  paying  practically  for  ad- 
vertisements, that  i  (toaded  that  if  the 
magazines  contained  more  than  one-third  of 
advertisements,  they  should  pay  the  duty 
The  proportitm  fixed — one-third  of  adver- 
tisements— is  very  fair.  Ever  since  I  did 
this  the  imp(M'terB  of  magazines  have  been 
agitating  and  ear-wigging  every  member 
of  Parliament  they  could  get  hold  of,  with 
the  object  of  having  these  duties  taken  off. 

Mr.  Page. — Quite  right,  too. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  quite 
wrong ;  and  if  the  h(»x>rable  member  would 
look  at  this  matter  fairly,  be  would  agree 
with  me. 

Mr.  Page. — I  want  our  people  to  get 
their  literature  cheap. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  caie 
a  twc^nny  dump  what  the  honorable  mem- 
Ijer  wants.  What  has  been  done  la  a 
round-about  and  sneaking  way  getting 
foreign  advertising  matter  in. 

Mr.  Page. — ^Why  is  it  a  sneaking  way? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  know  that 
the  hcHiorable  member  has  been  canvassing 
about  this  matter. 

Mr.  Page. — I  rise  to  order.  Is  the 
Treasurer  in  order  in  saying  I  have  been 
canvassing  ?  I  ask  hjm  to  name  a  single 
monber  of  this  House  who  can  say  that 
I  have  interviewed  him  (Hi  the  subject.  It 
is  a  highly  offensive  remark  to  make,  es- 
pecially as  it  is  not  true.  The  Treasurer 
is  constantly  doing  that  sort  of  thing. 

The  CHAIRMAN— It  is  not  in  order 
for  the  Treasurer  to  impute  motives. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
ineraber  told  me  not  very  many  minutes 
ago  that  he  knew  that  the  duty  would  be 
taJcen  off. 

^f r.  Page. — Hear,  hear ;  and  I  am 
going  to  do  my  best  to  have  it  taken 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  heard 
the  honorable  member  speaking  to  other 
honorable  members  about  it.  Not  that  I 
think  there  is  any  harm  in  that.  If  I 
wanted  to  get  an  txHiorable  mraber  to  sup- 
port me,  I  would  ask  him  to  do  so.  I  did 
not  make  the  remark  of  which  the  luxior- 
able  member  has  cwnplained  offensively, 
and  did  not  intend  it  to  bear  the  meaning 
which  some  people  outside  would  give  to 
it  It  is  a  scandal  to  permit  the  free  im- 
portation of  magazines  such  as  the  cme  I 
hold  in  my  hand,  when  they  contain  so 
many  pages  of  advertisements  and  so  few 
of  reading  matter. 

Mr.  Wynne. — What  good  would  it  do  to 
Australia  to  shut  such  magazines  out? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  thought  it 
was  my  duty  to  see  that  these  advertise- 
ments were  charged  for. 

Mr.  Wynne. — Not  one  of  those  adv^- 
tisements  would  be  printed  hwe  if  tb^ 
were  not  charged  for. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.  —  We  have 
already  determined  to  free  advertising 
matter  pertaining  to  English  and  forrign 
firms. 

Sir   WILLIAM  LYNE.— Only  when 

they  have  no  places  of  business  here.  Of 
course,  my  honorable  friend  will  go  to 
preat  lengths  to  assist  his  foreign  friends. 
In  addition  to  that,  we  should  do  every- 
thing we  can  to  foster  our  own  magazines. 

Mr.  Thomas.— Why  does  not  the  honor- 
able gentleman  propose  to  tax  the  Contem- 
porary Revie\o  and  the  Nineteenth  Cen- 
tury f 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— They  contain, 
comparatively  speaking,  few  '  advertise- 
ments. 

Mr.  Thomas. — The  honorable  the  Trea- 
surer says  that  he  reads  them. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— So  I  do. 

Mr.  Thomas.— He  does  not  want  to  tax 
the  magazines  that  he  reads,  so  that  he  will 
be  all  right.  He  is  a  free-trader  in  mat- 
ters relating  to  himself ! 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— The  honorable 
member  is  placing  an  improper  interpreta- 
tion upon  my  words.  He  is  getting  ex- 
cited. 

Mr.  Page. — Sit  down ;  the  numbers  are 
up. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  dare  say  the 
numbers  are  up,  and  largely  owing  to  those 
who  have  been  canvassing  CHitside.  There 
has  been  scandalous  canvassing,  which 
should  have  beeii^^|it  fi|o\fS 

Mr.  Page. — Canvassing  all  round. 
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The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  ask  honor- 
able mmbers  to  cease  these  continuous  in- 
terruptions.    It  is  almost  impossible  tot 

the  Treasurer  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Why  should  he  be  so  un- 
fair? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  ask  the  honor- 
able member  not  to  interject. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  canvassing 
is  a  scandal,  and  has  been  for  some  time. 
Scnnething  has  been  said  about  my  re- 
ceiving people  here.  I  have  refused  to 
receive  pe(^Ie  in  ccKinexion  with  the  Tariff. 
Numbers  <^  people  Have  asked  to  see  me, 
and  I  have  refused  to  talk  to  them. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^The  Treasurer  has 
snubbed  them. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Maybe  after  they 
have  seen  scwne  one  else. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  do 
such  things.  I  think  honorable  members 
will  see  how  unfair  it  is  to  allow  these 
magazines  to  come  in  without  putting  a 
check  on  the  quantity  of  advertising  matter 
in  proportion  to  reading  matter  in  each 
magazine.  The  present  practice  is  destroy- 
ing the  readable  character  of  magazines,  as 
well  as  being  objectt<MiabIe  in  many  other 
ways. 

Mr.  Thomas. — That  is  a  brilliant  idea  ! 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  is  so  full  of  brilliancy  that  <me 
can  see  right  through  him.  I  believe  the 
action  that  I  have  taken  has  tended  to  im- 
prove the  quality  of  the  magazine  imported. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Many  of  them  are  a 
swindle  on  the  public. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— They  are,  and 
those  who  are  circulating  them  are  promot- 
ing the  swindle.  The  public  suppose  that 
they  are  buving  reading  matter,  when  they 
are  simply  buying  books  of  advertisements. 

Mr.  Salmon. — And  one  docs  not  know 
it  until  one  is  in  the  railway  train. 

Mr.  Page. — I  have  seen  the  Treasurer 
reading  advertisements  in  the  train. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.- 1  try  to  buy 
something  better  to  read ;  but  it  is  diflicult 
to  buy  a  good  magazine  nowadays. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Does  the  Treasurer  ever 
read  anything? 

Mr.  Wynne. — He  has  not  even  read  his 
own  Tariff. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  get  quite 
enough  of  that  in  mv  office ;  and  I  have 
given  the  honorable  member  who  interjects 
a  few  ^hots  about  the  Tariff  at  various 
times  which  have  made  him  shy.  It  is  a 
pity  that  he  will  not  come  up  to  the  scratch 


and  carry  out  his  electicm  pledges.  I  am 
quite  aware  that  I  shall  have  to  abide  by 
the  ^Mnion  of  the  Committee;  but  I  em- 
phatically put  my  (^ini<Hi  on  record,  and 
state  plainly  that  if  ever  I  get  an  oppor- 
tunity to  stop  the  importation  of  these  al- 
leged magazines  which  are  simply  bundles 
of  advertising  matter,  I  shall  do  so. 

Mr.  Page. — We  will  see  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  does  not. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— I  should  be  un- 
wOTthy  of  my  office,  if,  holding  such 
strong  (pinions  on  this  matter,  I  did  not 
express  them. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — How  long  has  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  held  them  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Longer  th:. 
the  hcMiorable  member  has  been  alive.  I 
place  on  record  my  opinion  of  these  maga- 
zines and  those  who  circulate  them,  and 
state  in  conclusicMi  that  before  long  scxne 
drastic  acti(xi  will  be  taken — even  if  it  is 
not  taken  now — in  reference  to  them. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North  Syd- 
ney) [3-54]. — I  wish  to  remind  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  item  which  we  ha\-e  just 
passed.   We  have  determined  that — 

Show-cards  or  pictures  issued  1^  or  referring 
t9  tbe  ^oods  of  any  manufacturer  or  producer 
not  having  a  special  place  of  business  in  Aus- 
tralia 

shall  be  free.  So  that  nearly  all  the  adver- 
tisements which  appear  in  these  magazines 
are  specially  allowed  to  be  admitted  free 
under  the  last  item  we  dealt  with,  when 
they  are  sent  out  as  advertisements  only 
through  the  post. 

Mr.  HUGHES  (West  Sydney)  [3.55].— 
The  Treasurer  in  his  rather  remarkable 
speech  seems  to  have  quite  misunderstood 
the  ^point  at  issue,  or  has  been  incapable  of 
stating  his  case  in  such  a  way  as  to  com- 
mend it  to  honorable  members  who  ."ire 
accustomed — in  spite  of  the  fact  that  he  has 
been  permitted  to  I)e  in  charge  of  this 
Tariff  for  a  considerable  time— to  ha\e 
cases  presented  to  them  in  a  logical 
manner.  The  honorable  gentleman  says 
that  it  is  desirable  to  foster  art  and  litera- 
ture. No  doubt  it  is;  but  if  that  be  the 
object  which  he  has  in  view,  I  ask:  What 
earthlv  connexion  is  there  between  a  num- 
ber of  advertisements  which  he  declines 
to  he  allowed  to  be  attached  to  Munsey's 
Magazine  and  the  fostering  of  literature 
and  art?  The  whole  gravamen  of  tihe 
Treasurer's  charge  is  that  these  magannes 
are  accompained  by  quantities  of  advertise- 
ments. If  thev  are  cut  ojit  he  has  no 
objecticn  to  alloBriififtci^^^@Wie«  to 
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oome  in.  Therefore*  his  objecticxi  is  to 
the  advertisanents,  not  to  Uie  literature 
and  art  of  foreign  countries.  As  to  the 
hon<»able  gentleman's  remarks  about 
lobbying — which,  of  course,  are  made 
rather  late  in  the  day,  and  when  the  pre- 
cincts of  this  chamber  are  full  of  exhibits  of 
various  kinds — I  remind  him  that  not  very 
long  ago  he  came  down  to  this  House  witti 
a  sheep-shearing  machine,  the  driving  gear 
of  which  occupied  the  lobby  and  which  he 
said  was  made  in  Australia  when,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  it  was  imported.  We  have  not 
heard  the  Treasurer  taking  excepdcm  to 
men  coming  here  day  after  day  and 
stating  their  cas^  to  hcuicwable  members. 
A  hundred  of  them  have  tried  to  speak  to 
me,  but  few  have  been  successful.  I 
shcMild  be  very  sorry  if  I  could  not  pre- 
sent a  case  better  than  the  Treasurer  has 
done  cm  this  occasion.  The  magazine 
which  he  has  exhibited  is  an  American 
magazine  —  Munsey*s.  The  American 
magazines,  without  exception,  differ  fnxn 
the  English  magazines  in  the  number  of 
advertisements  which  they  contain.  I  take 
up  half-a-dozen  English  magazines,  and 
find  hardly  any  advertisements  in  them. 
Now,  I  am  perfectly  prepared  to  listen  to 
a  proposal  in  favour  of  excluding  the 
literature  and  art  of  all  foreign  countries, 
on  the  ground  that  it  is  desirable  k>  foster 
literature  and  art  in  Australia.  But  I  am 
not  to  be  influenced  by  foolish  fulminations 
against  advertisements  contained  in  fweign 
magazines,  and  which  come  in  merely  in- 
cidentally. I  am  sure  that  some  of  us 
enjoy  reading  the  advertisements  in  maga- 
zines. There  is  no  greater  evidence  at 
once  of  the  ingenuity  and  the  credulity  of 
mankind  than  can  be  found  in  reading 
the  advertisements  in  the  American  maga- 
zines. But  the  literary  men  of  Australia 
do  not  want  to  exclude  magazines  because 
of  their  advertisements.  They  want  to 
exclude  them — ^if  they  have  any  such 
desire  at  all — because  they  have  their  own 
brains  to  sell  here.  But  the  -Minister  in 
charge  of  this  Tariff  does  not  want  to 
delude  American  magazines  for  that  rea- 
son. They  are  to  be  permitted  as  maga- 
zines to  come  in ;  but  their  advertisements 
are  to  be  cut  out  That  is  an  illogical 
and  senseless  position  to  take  up.  The 
Treasurer  seems  to  think  that  literature 
and  art  can  be  dealt  with  on  the  basis  of 
so  much  per  pound — that  works  over  a 
certain  weight  ought  to  be  excluded,  whilst 
those  under  a  certain  weight  should  be 
admitted  free.    He  appears  to  think  that 


literature  is  a  thing  that  is  capable  of 
being  weighed  and  measured. 

Mr.  Johnson. — He  would  probably  like 
to  tax  paintings  cm  the  square  foot  of 
canvas. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Ah ;  that  touches  the 
honorable  member  I 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  certainly  agree  that 
the  contents  of  some  magazines  are  very 
trivial  and  foolish,  but  I  should  be  sorry 
to  think  that  we  are  guilty  of  the 
intolerable  assumption  that  we  do  not  re- 
quire all  that  the  intellect  of  foreign  coun- 
tries can  give  us.  Half-a-dozen  magazines 
which  I  have  in  mind  have,  perhaps,  only 
half-a-dozen  pages  of  advertisements  as 
against  thirty  or  forty  pages  of  general 
reading  matter.  The  Treasurer  has  said  a 
great  deal  on  the  question  of  preference  to 
Great  Britain,  but  this  is  an  opportunity 
which  I  am  sure  he  will  not  avail  himself 
of  to  grant  a  preference  to  the  Old  Coun- 
try, because  according  to  him  advertise- 
ments alone  are  anathema.  If  he  excludes 
only  those  magazines  in  which  advertise- 
ments preponderate  he  will  allow  British 
magazines  to  come  in  at  a  cheaper  rate.  I 
hope  that  tHe  Committee  will  determine 
that  magazines  shall  come  in  free. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[4.2]. — I  anr inclined  to  think  that  

Several  Honorable  Members. — Divide ! 
divide ! 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  quite  will- 
ing to  at  once  go  to  a  vote,  for  I  admit 
that  it  seems  like  flogging  a  dead  horse  to 
debate  this  question  further. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [4.3]  — I  pro- 
pose to  move  the  insertion  of  a  new  para- 
.  j;raph  providing  for  the  free  admission  of 
illustrated  supplements.  Certain  news- 
papers are  importing  high-class  art  nic- 
tures  for  distribution  as  Christmas  supple- 
ments, and  I  am  informed  that  imder  para- 
graph c  those  supplanents  will  be  dutiable 
at  6d.  per  lb. 

Sir  John  Quick. — ^They  have  now  been 
made  free. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — That  is  so. 

Mr.  MAHOX.— Then  my  proposed 
amendment  is  unnecessary. 

I'lir^fjriiph  n.  PrinliriE',  in  Rttlls  or  Folios, 
known  n%  Newspaper,  to  be  used  exclusively  for 
Newspapers  under  Departmental  By-laws,  in 
sizes  not  less  than  20  x  3^  inches  or  its  equiva- 
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Mr.    MAHON    (Coolgardie)  [4.6].— I 
tno\'e —         ■  - 

That  the  words  *'  aod  on  and  after  loth  De- 
cember, 1907,  Printing  knows  as  Newspaper, 
ill  reels  or  rolls,  to  be  used  exclusively  for 
newspapers,  under  departmental  by-laws,  ad.  val, 
^General  Tariff),  10  per  cent.,"  be  added. 

If  that  amoidment  be  agreed  to  I  shall 
move  a  further  amendment  providing  that — 

Printing,  known  as  newspaper,  in  the  Aat,  in 
.•fixes  not  less  than  20  inches  by  25  inches,  or  its 
equivalent,  to  be  used  exclusively  under  de< 
partmental  by-law* — 

shall  be  free. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  (Moreton)  [4.8].— 
-Shall  I  be  in  order,  Mr.  Chairman,  in 
moving  at  this  stage  the  omission  of  all  the 
words  after  the  word  "folios"  in  para- 
j^raph  D  with  the  object  of  inserting  in  Keu 
thereof  the  letters  "  n.&i."  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  ^  The  honorable 
member  may  move  such  an  amendment  pro- 
vided that  the  honcwable  member  for  Cool- 
i^ardie  will  temporarily  withdraw  that 
moved  by  him.  I  would  point  out,  how- 
«^ver,  that  I  should  have  to  put  the  ques- 
tion "  that  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  item,"  and  that 
if  the  honorable  member  did  not  carry  his 
amendment  the  paragraph  would  stand  as 
it  is,  and  the  hooorabte  member  for  Cool- 
gardie would  then  hvre  to  move,  by  way  of 
addition,  "That  on  and  after  iith  De- 
cember," and  so  forth. 

Mr.  Mahon. — On  a  point  of  order,  I 
submit  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Moretcm  cannot  move  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  him. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Not  unless  the  hon- 
orable member  withdraws  his  amendment. 

Mr.   Mahon. — T  do  not  think  that  I 
should  be  justified  in  fining  so. 

Mr.  DuGAi.D  Thomson. — It  is  usual  to 
<lo  so. 

Mr,  Mahon. — It  is  in  order  to  enable  a 
prior  amendment  to  be  mo\-ed,  but  in  this 
<  ise  I  have  move fl  tlip  omission  of  the  whole 
p;ir;i.t;raph  

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— And  if  the  honor- 
.iMe  member's  amendment  he  negatived,  the 
liaraf;raph  m  ill  stand,  and  the  honorable 
memlicr  for  Moreton  will  Ix"  unable  to  move 
the  insertion  of  the  words  proposed  bv 
him. 

Sir  WiLiiAM  Ia-ne.-  T  was  just  goinc  to 
point  out  that  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Coolgardie  would 
not  give  the  Committee  an  opporttmity  to 
d«'ai  straight  out  with  the  question. 


■  Mr.  Mahon. — Then  I  am  prepared  to 
temporarily  withdraw  my.  amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  (Moreton)  [4.ii]._t 
move — 

TTiat  the  words  "  known  as  Newspaper,  to  be 
used  exclusively  for  Newsp.-ipers  under  Depart- 
mental By-laws,  in  sixes  not  less  than  ao  x 
inches,  or  its  equivalent "  be  left  out,  with  a 
vtew  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  letters 
"  n.e.i." 

The  object  of  this  amendment  is  to  placu 
all  printing  paper  used  for  newspaper  pur- 
poses on  the  same  footing.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Coolgardie  will  place 
the  larger  newspapers  at  i  disadvantage. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Does  the  Treasurer  sup- 
port that  amendment,  or  will  he  put  up 
the  same  fight  on  this  question  as  he  did 
on  the  paragraph  relating  to  magazines? 

Mr.  SINCLAIR.—I  do  not  know. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE.— I  do  not  vote  to 
shove  money  into  Gordon  and  Goteh's 
pockets. 

Mr.  Thomas.— The  Treasurer  should 
make  a  fight  on  this  question,  and  some  of 
us  will  help  him. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — 1  do  not  want  the 
honorable  member's  help. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR.-I  hope,  at  all  events, 
that  my  amendment  will  be  carried. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [4.14].— I 
trust  that  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Coolgardie  will  not  be  in- 
serted, since  its  introduction  would  lead  to 
embarrassment  in  regard  to  the  structure 
as  well  as  the  intention  of  the  paragraph. 
This  paragraph  was  based  partly  on  the 
Item  in  the  original  Tariff,  paragraph  b 
of  which  read — 

Printing,  uncoaled,  in  siies  not  less  tbao  ao 
X  25  inches,  or  its  equivalent — free. 
In  drafting  this  item,  I  intended  that  paper 
for  the  printing  of  newspapers  should  be 
admitted  free;  but  the  Government  ha\-e 
proposed  a  duty  of  10  per  cent. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.— That  was  the  re- 
commendation of  the  B  section  of  the 
Tariff  Commission. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Mv  recommenda- 
tion was  that  the  paper  imported  in  azes 
of  not  less  than  20  x  25  inches,  or  the 
equivalent,  should  be  free. 

Mr.  Mahon.— What  was  the  object  of 
that  limitation? 

Sir    JOHN    QUICK.  — I    understood  • 
that  those  were  the  ordinary  dimensions  of 
the  paper  used  for  printing  newspapers. 
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and  it  was  thought  that  other  printing 
paper  should  be  dutiable.  That  limitation 
should  be  agreed  to  if  it  is  intended  to 
make  free  printing  paper  used  for  printing 
newspapers. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Would  the  honorable 
member  allow  paper  for  printing  news- 
papers to  be  admitted  free,  and  tax  other 
paper? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.--Certainly. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber think  that  it  is  possible  to  limit  the  use 
of  this  paper  to  the  printing  of  newspapers  ? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  believe  that 
difficulty  has  been  experienced  by  the  De- 
partment, newspaptf  imp(»{ed  for  the 
printing  of  newspapers  having  been  used 
for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Why  are  the  words  "lu 
rolls  ot  folio"  used? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  intemion  was 
that  all  paper,  whether  in  rolb  or  in  folio, 
imported  for  the  printing  of  newsiapers, 
should  be  admitted  free.  It  is  felt  that  it 
would  be  unfair  to  tax  me  kind  of  paper 
and  to  allow  another  to  be  admitted  free. 

Mr.  McWiLUAHS. — Will  the  hontH-able 
member  object  to  printers  using  this  paper 
for  printing  dodgers? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— If  paper  for  the 
printing  of  dodgers  is  to  be  admitted  free, 
that  must  be  stated  in  another  paragraph. 
I  understand  that  paper  of  a  different  size 
is  used  few  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — No;  the  same  paper 
that  is  used  for  printing  newspapers. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— There  is  not  the 
same  reason  for  admitting  free  paper  for 
the  [dinting  of  dodgers  as  there  is  for  ad- 
mitting free  paper  foe  the  printing  of 
newspapOTS,  which  are  vehicles  tat  the 
spread  of  information  of  the  most  valuable 
and  useful  kind. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Such  as  the  reports  of  the 
Wallace  divorce  case. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— That  is  an  excep- 
tional matter.  A  tax  on  the  paper  used  for 
printing  newspapers  is  a  tax  on  knowledge. 
The  h(Hiorable  member  for  Coolgardie  in- 
tends to  introduce  a  most  objecti<mable  dis- 
crimination by  making  paper  in  rolls  used 
for  the  printing  of  newspapers  dutiable  at 
10  per  cent.,  and  allowing  the  same  paper, 
if  imported  in  folio  or  flat,  to  be  admitted 
free. 

Mr.  Mahon. — ^The  honwable  member 
mig^t  wait  until  my  amendment  is  before 
the  Committee. 


Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— This  discrimina- 
ticNi  would  be  unfair.  The  honorable  m^- 
ber  says  that  his  object  is  to  hit  the  t»g 
newspaper  proprietws. 

Mr.  Mahon. — I  have  not  said  so  pub- 
licly. I  do  not  think  that  the  boncH-able 
member  should  use  words  spoken  in  a 
private  c(»iversatioo. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  heard  the  hon- 
orable member  make  the  statement  pretty 
loudly  in  this  chamber.  He  forgets  that 
some  of  the  country  newspaper  ptapxwftan 
use  printing  paper  impcKted  in  rolls. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Very  few  of  them  do. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  Ballarat 
Courier  and  the  Bendigo  Advertiser  are 
printed  from  rolls.  I  have  been  told  that 
the  prcq>osed  duty  would  mean  a  tax  of  £,$ 
or  £,\o  a  week  on  the  proprietors  of  those 
newspapers. 

Mr.  Mahon. — What  would  it  mean  to 
the  propriedm  cf  tiie  Melbourne  Age  and 
Argus  t 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK^The  honorable 
member  would  hit  others  besides  those 
whom  he  desires  to  hit 

Mr.  Mabon. — My  amendmait  would  not 

bit  them  hard. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK— It  would  amount 
to  a  tax  of  ;^3oo  or  ^£400  a  year,  in  some 
instances. 

Mr.  Mahon. — If  the  honorable  member 
wishes  to  do  so  much  for  newspaper  pro- 
prietors, why  did  he  not  vote  to  make  type 
free? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Nowadays  lino- 
types are  very  largely  used. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Cannot  the  news- 
paper prf^rietors  save  this  tax  out  of  the 
make-up  of  the  newspapers? 

Mr.  Thouas. — Or  pay  it  out  of  their 
dividends  ? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  use  of  lino- 
types has  largely  reduced  the  cost  of  print- 
ing; but  the  newspaper  proprietors  have 
given  the  ipublic  a  substantial  equivalent 
by  increasing  the  size  of  their  news 
columns.  The  Melbourne  and  Sydney 
newspapers,  the  West  Australian,  and  the 
Brisbane  Courier  are  magnificent  literarv 
producti(xis,  unequalled  in  the  world.  If 
printing  paper  in  rolls  is  taxed  at  the  rate 
of  10  per  cent.,  the  prc^rietors  of  these 
newspapCTS  will  .probably  have  to  economize 
by  reducing  their  Saturday  supplements. 

Mr.  Mahon. — The  duty  will  reduce  their 
dividends  a  little,  that  is  all. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  do  not  stand 
here  to  support  the  rich  newspaper  proprie- 
tors.  If  it  is  wished  to  get  at  them,  that 
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ought  to  be  d(Xie  by  means  of  an  income 
tax,  though  at  the  present  time  they  con- 
tribute largely  to  the  State  revenues. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Cannot  (printing  paper  be 
made  here? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— It  is  not  made 
here.  I  have  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  to  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  by  and  on 
tiehalf  of  all  the  papermakers  in  Aus- 
tralia, saying  that  they  do  not  desire  a 
duty  on  printing  paper  for  newspaper  pur- 
poses, because  they  do  not  make  such 
paper. 

^Ir.  Thomas. — Would  not  a  duty  compel 
them  to  make  it,  and  give  a  large  amount 
of  wnployment  to  our  own  people? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.-^I  am  afraid  that 
the  honorably  member  is  in  a  frivolous 
mood. . 

Mr.  Thomas. — No,  I  am  mecely  appeal- 
ing to  a  protectionist  to  create  work  for  the 
people  of  Australia. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  believe  in  giving 
protectim  where  there  is  a  reasonable  pn>s- 
pect  of  establishing  industries,  either  at 
once  or  in  the  immediate  future,  but  we 
cannot  make  here  paper  for  the  fM^inting  of 
newspapns.  Canada  is  now  proposing  to 
put  an  export  duty  on  the  ipulp  used  for 
making  such  papCT. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Does  not  the  honorable 
member  r^;ard  as  a  curious  coincidence  the 
appearance  in  this  morning's  newspapers 
of  the  telegram  about  that  proposal  ? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  agitatiwi  in 
Canada  has  been  going  on  for  s(xne  time. 
There  is  no  chance  of  making  printing 
paper  in  Australia.  If  there  were,  I  should 
support  a  duty  on  it.  I  am  ccmcemed,  not 
so  much  for  the  big  metropolitan  newspaper 
proprietors,  as  for  the  country  newspaper 
proprietors,  many  of  whom,  in  addition  to 
the  proprietCM-s  of  the  newspapers  which  I 
have  menticmed,  intend  to  use  rolls  as  soon 
as  they  can  get  the  necessary  machinery. 

Mr.  Mahon. — About  2  per  cent,  of  the 
country  newspaper  proprietors  are  con- 
cerned. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.—AII  tb?  big  coun- 
try newspaper  proprietors  will  shortly  be 
using  rolls  for  the  sake  of  economy.  In 
Victoria  there  are  414  newspapers,  in 
New  South  Wales  347,  in  South  Australia 
67.  in  Western  Australia  63,  in  Queensland 
.  136.  in  Tasmania  26 ;  or  in  alt,  1.053. 

Mr.  Mahon. — It  is  hardly  fair  to  read 
those  figures  in  connexion  with  the  remarks 
which  the  honorable  member  has  made  in 
criticising  my  amendment.  They  have  ap- 
[       plication  wily  to  the  Tariff  proposals. 


Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  protest  on  be- 
half of  the  proprietors  of  these  newspapers 
against  any  duty  on  paper  used  for  printing 
newspapers,  and  particularly  agunst  any 
discriminatirai  between  paper  imported  in 
rolls  and  paper  imported  flat  or  in  sheets. 
Such  a  discriminaticxi  would  stand  in  the 
way  of  those  who,  for  the  sake  ^  economy, 
and  to  keep  pace  with  the  times,  may  deaie 
hereafter  to  use  papa*  impmted  in  rolls. 
My  objection  to  the  Government  propcwal  is 
that  it  is  a  tax  on  literature,  which,  in  the 
end,  will  bring  loss  upon  the  public. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [4.28].— Al- 
though speeches  made  in  CcMnmittee  are 
supposed  to  be  confined  to  the  amendment 
before  the  chair,  the  horrorable  manber  for 
Bendigo  has  been  allowed  to  discuss  my 
amendment,  which  is  not  before  tht  chair. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  whole  subject 
is  before  the  Ccxnmittee. 

Mr.  MAHON. — As  I  have  not  yet  raored 
my  amendment,  I  shall  defer  my  reply  to 
the  honorable  member  until  it  is  before  the 
Committee; 

Mr.    WYNNE    (Balaclava)    [4.29].— I 
think  that  no  one  is  in  earnest  about 
this  duty,  and  that  the  Government  do  not 
want  it  to  pass.    Therefore,  it  would 
time  to  withdraw  the  proposal. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  shall  not  with- 
draw it, 

Mr.  WYNNE.— Whenever  a  duty  affect- 
ing newspapers  was  pxotpassA  in  the  Vic- 
torian Parliament — and  it  has  been  the 
same  here — it  has  always  gone  to  the  wall, 
because  no  one  "was  in  earnest  about  it. 
That  seems  to  be  the  case  again  now,  and 
as  we  have  many  debatable  items  yet  to 
deal  with,  it  would  save  time  if  the  Trea- 
surer were  to  tell  us  that  he  does  not  in- 
tend to  press  diis  proposal. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [4.30]. — I  am  not  gcnng  to  say  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  I  wish  shortly  to  give 
ti.e  history  of  this  matter.  In  the  first 
report  submitted  by  the  Tariff  Commission, 
under  the  heading  *'  Importations  of  Paoer 
and  Stationery,"  the  item  is  framed  in  this 
wav — 

"  Printing,  in  rolls  or  folios,  known  u 
'  News,'  to  be  used  exclusively  for  newspapers 
under  Departmental  By-laws,  in  I'izes  of  not 
less  than  30  x  35  inches,  or  its  equivalcDt." 

To  that  form  of  the  item  no  duty  was  at- 
tached. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Because  we  could  not 
agree. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LTNE.-t^q ttteiarifeina 
typed  document  I[='idaftd>yfligQ£^W  tbe 
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honorable  member  for  Bendigo  had  been 
attached  and  erased.  I  suppose  the 
honorable  member  made  the  erasure  him* 
self? 

Sir  John  Quick. — Hear,  hear.  But  I 
always  opposed  the  duty. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNiE.— That  was  the 
first  stage.  Then  in  the  second  stage  this 
a[^ared  in  the  report  of  the  protectionist 
section  of  the  Commission — 

"  We  arc  of  opiuitm  that  this  item  should  be 
amcDded  to  icad  

Then  followed  the  words  I  havd  just  quoted, 
and  in  addition  the  words  "  ad  valorem  15 
per  cent."  That  is  signed  by  Mr.  Frank 
Clarke  and  Senators  Higgs  and  McGregor. 
There  was  apparently  a  difference  of 
opinion  between  them  and  the  Chairman  of 
the  Tariff  Commission,  who  did  not  sign 
the  report  which  was  signed  by  the  other 
three  protectronist  members  of  the  Commis- 
sion. Then  I  come  to  the  repcwt  of  the 
B  section  of  the  Tariff  Commission,  who 
unanimously  recommended  a  duty  of  10  per 
cent.  That  is  how  the  duty  of  10  per 
coit.  came  to  be  placed  in  the  first  column 
of  this  Tariff.  I  recognise  that  we  have 
not  so  far  found  in  Australia  a  sufficient 
supply  of  softwoods  or  other  material 
suitable  for  the  manufacture  of  this  paper, 
in  view  of  the  large  quantity  of  it  that  is 
required.  We  have  paper  mills  in  the 
Commonwealth,  one  in  Sydney  and  one,  I 
believe,  in  Geelong.  I  have  made  inquiry 
as  to  whether  this  class  of  paper  is  manu- 
factured here,  and  so  far  as  I  can  jrather 
it  is  not. 

Mr.  McWiLUAHS.— The  local  manufac- 
turers do  not  use  wood- 
Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  believe  that 
is  so.  This  class  of  paper  is  not  made  at 
either  of  the  mills  to  which  I  have  referred. 
I  have  heen  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to  sub- 
mit a  provision  which  would  induce  its 
manufacture  within  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — How  can  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  expect  to  do  that  when 
no  material  suitable  for  the  purpose  is 
found  in  Australia  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  think 
that  that  is  definitely  known.  I  believe 
that  if  the  manufacturers  were  put  to  it 
they  might  find  a  suitable  material. 

Mr.  Mathews. — They  cannot  get  any 
pulp. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVXE.— I  have  had 
some  conversaticHi  with  both  metropolitan 
and  country  newspaper  proprietors,  who 
sav  that  so  far  a  suitable  pulp  has  not  been 
found  in  Australia  for  this  purpose.  But 


I  am  not  sure  that  there  has  been  any  very 
determined  effwt  to  find  it.  In  the  cir* 
cumstances  the  Government  have  felt  it  to 
be  their  duty  to  submit  the  item  as  pro- 
posed. I  think  that  perhaps  it  would  have 
been  better  had  we  offered  a  bounty  to  in- 
duce persons  to  set  about  the  discovery  of 
swne  material  suitable  for  this  purpose.  I 
have  an  idea  that  we  have  in  Australia, 
and  especially  in  Tasmania,  a  peculiar  kind 
of  rush  which  would  make  good  paper. 
But  I  have  never  heard  that  any  one  has 
experimented  in  that  direction,  I  believe 
that  this  rush  would  be  suitable  for  the 
purpose,  though  as  a  layman  I  cannot  speak 
with  any  authority  on  the  subject 

Mr.  Malonky. — ^What  about  the  paper- 
bark  tree,  and  the  various  varieties  of  ti- 
tree? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  know 
that  sufficient  quantities  of  that  material 
would  be  avail^Ie.  So  far  as  this  item 
is  concerned,  I  am  prepared  to  leave  the 
decision  of  thS  matter  to  the  Conmittee, 
but  the  item  will  not  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [4.35].— Hon- 
orable members  should  realize  that  this  is 
neither  more  nor  less  than  a  revenue  duty. 
The  Government  propose  a  duty  of  10  per 
cent,  in  the  general  Tariff,  and  that  im- 
ports from  Great  Britain  should  be  free. 
The  r<ril  paper  does  not  come  from  Great 
Britain. 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne. — No,  only  rag  paper 
and  paper  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  roll  paper  is  im- 
ported chiefly  frcma  Canada.  If  this  paper 
is  made  in  England,  it  must  be  frcxn  im- 
ported pulp.  From  recent  cables  honor- 
able members  will  have  observed  that  in 
the  United  States  it  has  been  suggested 
that  wood  pulp  for  the  manufacture  of 
paper  should  be  admitted  duty  free.  There 
is  an  evident  shortage  of  material.  The 
great  Canadian  forests  have  so  far  been 
able  to  meet  the  demand  for  wood  puip, 
but  I  have  not  been  surprised  to  hear  that 
the  acticm  of  the  United  States  in  pro- 
posing the  free  admission  of  wood  pulp 
has  been  met  in  Canada  by  a  proposal  to 
impose  an  export  duty  upcm  it.  British 
manufacturers  have,  so  far,  been  importing 
wood  pulp  from  Sweden,  where  there  are 
extensive  softwood  forests.  No  attempt 
has  been  made  in  Australia  to  manufac- 
ture tlus  paper,  because  we  have  no  soft- 
woods suitable  for  the  purpose.    In  the 

circumstances  this  c^ci^y€^9<3%t^^  ^* 
a  revenue  duty.  o 
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Mr.  Mahon. — Could  we  not  import  the 
pulp  and  manufacture  it  into  paper  here? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  do  not  think  we  could 
get  it.  If  an  export  duty  were  imposed 
in  the  countries  from  which  it  cosoeB,  it 
would  probably  add  ao  much  to  the  cost 
of  manufactunng  the  paper  here  that  the 
iocal  newspaper  pn^nietors  would  prefer 
to  pay  the  duty  to  paying  the  prioe  which 
would  have  to  be  charged  by  local  manu- 
facturers of  this  paper  from  imported 
wood  pulp.  The  honorable  member  for 
Bendigo  appeared  to  think  that  this  class 
of  paper  is  used  only  for  the  printing  of 
newspapers.  But  I  can  inform  him  that 
it  is  largely  used  for  job  printing  as  well 
;is  for  dodgers.  I  know  of  one  job  done 
recently  which  involved  the  use  of  lo  terns 
of  paper,  and  the  printing  was  done  from 
the  roll. 

Sir  John  Quick. — ^That  paper  would 
ca-ne  under  the  item  dutiable  at  25  per 

cent,  to  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— No,  it  would  be  the 
\ery  paper  we  are  now  speaking  about. 
It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  this  paper 
is  used  cwily  for  the  printing  of  newspapers, 
as  paper  tiom  the  same  roll  is  used  for 
job  printing.  I  am  opposed  to  the  item 
on  the  ground  that  it  provides  merely  for 
a  revenue  duty. 

.Mr.  Mahon. — In  1902  the  honorable 
member  voted  for  this  re\'enue  duty  which 
he  is  now  denouncing. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  was  not  particular 
how  I  voted  before.     I  voted  both  ways. 

Sir  John  QmcK. — It  is  a  go-as-you- 
please. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— No,  it  is  not.  I  am 
ijuided  in  this  matter  by  a  definite  prin- 
ciple. On  this  occasion  the  country  has 
said  that  we  should  have  protective  duties. 
I  have  been  fighting  for  them,  and  I  am 
opposed  absolutely  on  principle  to  revenue 
duties.  I  wish  that  those  things  which 
rannot  be  made  here  should  be  admitted 
free,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  we  cannot 
make  this  class  of  paper.  The  Treasurer 
has  said  something  about  rushes.  But  I 
wonder  how  l(»ig  the  greatest  field  of 
rushes  in  Australia  would  last  if  drawn 
upon  for  this  purpose,  and  how  long  the 
rushes  would  take  to  grow  again. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  rushes  I  refer 
to  grow  up  e\'ery  year. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  suppose  that  the 
whole  of  the  rushes  grown  in  Australia 
would  be  used  up  in  the  manufacture  of 
the  paper  required  to  print  a  couple  of 


issues  of  one  of  our  large  daily  nnra- 
papers.    The  search  for  material  suitable 

for  the  manufacture  of  printing  papers  of 
this  class  has  been  the  business  of  busy 
brains  in  every  part  of  the  world.  So  far 
the  greatest  quantity  has  been  derived  frtMn 
soft-wood  forests.  Canada  has  almost  a 
monopoly  of  woods  suitable  for  the  purpose. 
I  can  support  the  statement  made  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Bendigo  that  an  in- 
creasing number  of  newspapers  are  being 
printed  from  the  roll.  The  use  of  the  Cox 
duplex  machine,  which  does  not  cost  any- 
thing like  the  Hoe  printing  machine,  is 
enabling  a  number  m  the  proprietors  of 
country  newspapers  to  print  from  the  roll. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Can  the  honorable  mem- 
ber name  a  country  newspaper  that  is 
printed  from  the  roll  ? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  think  the  Govern- 
ment should  omit  the  item.  The  proposed 
duty  of  10  per  cent,  in  the  general  Tariff 
and  free  from  Great  Britain  is  misleading, 
because  this  paper  is  not  imported  from 
Great  Britain.  I  oppose  the  item,  because 
I  am  opposed  to  a  revenue  Tariff. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [4.40]. 
— I  take  the  same  view  of  this  mat- 
ter as  does  the  honorable  member  for 
Darling.  This  is  a  purely  revenue  duty, 
and  I  cannot  see  my  way  to  vote  for  it.  I 
admit,  of  course,  that  revenue  must  be  de- 
rived in  some  way  for  the  services  of  the 
Commonwealth,  while  the  Braddon  blot  is 
allowed  to  remain.  I  hope  that  the  wisdom 
of  this  House  and  another  place  combined 
will  shortiv  lead  to  the  removal  of  the 
Braddon  blot.  So  far  as  is  known  at  pre- 
sent, wood  pulp  suitable  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  this  paper  cannot  be  obtained  in 
Australia.  I  am  not  sure  that  a  suitable 
material  will  not  yet  be  discovered,  and  T 
suggest  to  the  Minister  that  the  production 
of  a  pulp  suitable  for  the  manufacture  of 
paper  would  be  a  fitting  subject  for  a 
bounty .  I  find  from  a  communication 
placed  in  my  hands  by  a  gentleman  who 
has  had  much  experience  that  wood  pulp 
for  this  purpose  is  obtained  from  large 
forests  of  larch  and  spruce,  and  comes 
principally  from  Canada,  the  United  Stites. 
Norway,  and  Sweden.  I  know  of  one 
newspajjer — Le  Petit  /oumal,  which,  at 
the  time  to  whidi  I  refer,  had  the  largest 
circulation  in  the  world,  1,500,000  sub- 
scribers— of  which  it  was  said  that  ff^-erv 
year  it  ate  out  a  forest  in  Norway.  I  am 
informed  that  \og5  of  New  Zealand  pine 
were  sent  to  England  and  the  Continent  in 
order  to  see  if  they  could  be  made  into  a 
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pulp  suitable  itx  the  manufacture  (rf  this 
paper,  but  the  experiments  show  that  they 

ooiild  not  be  used  for  this  purpose  in  the 
same  way  as  the  soft  wood,  such  as  the 
larch  and  spruce.  I  understand  that  if 
larch  and  spruce  were  planted  here,  it 
would  take  twenty  years  before  they  could 
be  used  for  this  purpose.  Another  diffi- 
culty is  that  these  trees  are  found  in  coun- 
tries in  which  there  is  heavy  frost  and 
snow,  and  it  would  appear  that  intense  cold 
is  necessary  for  their  proper  development. 
To  import  pulp  is  almost  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. One  cannot  verify  information  on 
these  subjects  by  personal  observation,  but 
if  my  information  be  correct,  and  I  think 
it  is.  pulp,  to  be  imported  here,  would  re- 
quire to  be  50  per  cent,  dry,  or  one-half 
water  and  one-half  pulp. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Nonsense. 

Mr.  MALOXEY.— I  shall  give  the  in- 
f(»ination  I  have  first,  and  the  honorable 
member  can  correct  it  afterwards  if  he  is 
able. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Might  I  ask  fron  whom 
the  honorable  meml»r  receired  his  infor- 
maticm  ? 

Mr.  MALONEY.— It  is  quite  sufficient 
that  I  should  read  the  statement  made, 
and  if  the  honorable  member  can  correct 
it,  he  need  not  ask  me  i<x  my  authority. 

lit.  Mahon.  T-It  is  usual  to  quote  autho- 
rities in  Parliament. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber will  have  to  be  content  with  the  autho- 
rity of  my  lips  at  present,  though  I  can 
tell  him  that  his  question  is  by  no  means 
an  awkward  one,  since,  if  there  were 
any  necessity  to  do  so,  I  should  have  no 
abjection  to  mention  the  authority. 

To  import  pulp  it  out  of  the  question.  Wood 
pulp  can  be  carried  only  in  i^hat  is  called  a 
conditioQ  50  ]>er  cent,  dry — ^balf  pulp  and  half 
water.  The  freight  alone  on  the  pulp  neces- 
sary to  make  a  ton  of  paper,  even  at  the  most 
favorable  sailing  ship  rate  of  15$.  a  ton  mea. 
sure,  would  amount  to  over  60s.  per  ton,  in 
addition  to  charges  for  insurance,  exchange, 
&c.  In  a  long  voyage  of  90  to  100  days,  pulp 
would  considerably  deteriorate,  owing  to  its 
tendency  to  decompose.  If  it  dried  to  any 
extent,  tne  material  would  lose  its  fibrous  quality 
and  become  mere  powder,  from  which  onlv  the 
coarsest  paper  could  be  made. 

Newspaper  could  not  be  produced  in  this 
country  in  any  quantity  from  rags  because 
the  supply  ig  limited,  but  all  writing  papers 
should  bear  a  heavy  duty.  I  have  here  the 
following  statement  with  reference  to  the 


difficulties  that  email  printers  and  others 
are  experiendng  at  present — 

All  stocks  of  papers  here  before  the  introduc- 
tion of  Ihe  Tariff  have  been  charsed  a  duty  bv 
the  Paper  Combine,  which  have  circularizea  alt 
printers  to  that  effect. 

There  is  a  paper  combine  at  all  events  in 
Victoria,  if  not  throughout  Australia. 

Sands  and  MacDougall  make  a  certain  print- 
ing paper — this  paper  was  invoiced  prior  to  the 
Tariff  at  25s.  per  ream  duly.  The  duty  of  20 
per  cent,  was  not,  of  course,  operative  on  such 
a  paper.  They  were  asked  i6i  some  35  ream:> 
to  be  delivered  immediately,  and  answered  this 
way  : — 25s.  old  price,  5s.  per  ream  duty ;  30s. 
a  ream  new  price,  and  you  must  wait  •  numtlt 
for  the  delivery  of  the  order,  as  since  the 
Tariff  our  mills  are  overworked. 

Ml.  McWuxiAMs. — What  sort  of  paper 
is  that? 

Mr.  MALONEY. — A  certain  high  cias» 
paper  that  Sands  and  McDougall  manu- 
facture, but  such  b  the  power  of  the  Com- 
bine that  the  duty  is  being  charged  even 
where  it  has  not  been  paid.  I  feel  that  I 
am  perfectly  justified  in  voting  against  the 
duty,  so  that  the  paper  which  we  cannot 
manufacture  here  shcwld  be  admitted  free, 
but  I  trust  that  this  or  scffioe  other  Govern-, 
ment  in  the  near  future  will  take  steps  to 
encourage  by  a  judicious  bounty  the  pro- 
ducticm  of  suitaUe  wood  pulp. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[4.48]. — I  think  it  will  be  admitted  that 
I  am  fairly  keen  cm  anything  that  affects 
my  electorate.  I  happen  to  have  in  m\- 
.electorate  one  of  the  largest  paper  mills  in 
Australia,  and  I  am  assured,  both  by  em- 
ployers and  mploy^  who  are  well  versed 
in  the  manufacture  of  paper,  that  it  is 
almost  an  impossibility  to  manufacture 
newspaper  here. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  about  those 
rushes  ? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  assure  the  honor 
able  member  for  Parramatta  that  I  am  a 
scientific  protectiwiist.  If  I  thought  there 
was  a  hundred  to  wie  chance  of  manufac- 
turintr  newspaper  and  printing  pa()er  in 
Australia  1  should  vote  for  the  hij^hest 
dutv  I  could  j(et.  but,  havinc;  been  assureif 
bv  those  in  the  trade  that  it  cxHiUl  not  Im*^ 
done,  I  intend  to  vote  to  make  this  articK- 
free.  I  know  there  is  a  feeling — I  must 
admit  that  I  have  it  myself — that  it  would 
lie  well  to  make  some  people  pav  a  little 
bit  more  taxation  than  thev  are  paying  just 
now  ;  but,  seeing  that  that  would  be  stretch- 
ing my  belief  as  a  protectionist,  I  am  will- 
ing to  let  it  go.  I  shcwid  like  to  see  "  print- 
ing paper"  inserted  in  this  paragraph  as 
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well  as  newspaper,  as  ordinary  printing 
paper  is  not  made  here. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  am  going  to  .try 
to  deal  with  that  pcnnt  in  a  separate  para- 
graph. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— Very  well.  I  wish 
to  imixess  upon  the  Treasurer,  and  upon 
honorable  members,  that  in  taking  up  this 
attitude  I  am  not  "  slipping  "  on  paper.  I 
have  assured  myself  that  this  paper  has 
not  been  and  cannot  be  made  here.  The 
Minister  has  admitted  that  the  productitm 
of  pulp  requires  encouragement  by  means 
of  the  bounty  system,  and  I  believe  that  he 
himself  wilt  place  it  upon  the  boimty  list. 
I  believe  the  House  would  indorse  that, 
seeing  that  the  paper  questicxi  involves  sudi 
large  interests.  As  the  pulp  is  not  pro- 
duml  heie,  and  our  timber  is  not  suitable 
for  pulping,  I  shall  vote  against  the  duty 
on  newspaper  and  printing  paper. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  (Oxley)  [4.50].— \Vill 
the  Treasurer  give  way,  and  allow  printing 
paper  to  be  made  free? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Only  a  vote  of  the 
Committee  will  make  me  give  way. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— I  hope  the  Minister 
will  give  in,  seeing  that  every  member  who 
has  spoken  on  the  other  side  intends  to  vote 
against  the  duty. 

Mr.  Mahon. — That  is  quite  incorrect.  I 
am  not  going  to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.— I  have  a  great  deal 
of  material,  with  which  I  could  go  on  for 
an  hour ;  but  out  of  consideration  for  the 
Treasurer  and  the  Committee  I  shall  deny 
myself  the  privilege  of  saying  much  about 
this  question,  except  that  I  rather  favour 
the  amendment,  moved  by  the  hcmorable 
member  for  McH^ton,  to  delete  9II  the  wcwds 
after  the  w(»-d  "foUos,"  so  that  the  para- 
graph may  apply  to  all  sizes  of  printing 
paper.  Why  should  newspaper  be  made 
free,  in  sizes  not  less  than  20  inches 
X  25  inches,  or  its  equivalent — because 
I  am  quite  satisfied  that  it  will  be 
made  free — while  all  smaller  sizes  are 
penalized?  The  smaller  sizes  are  used  in 
various  ways  for  books,  particularly  school 
books.  Printing  paper  of  all  sizes  should 
be  made  free. 

Mr.  PALMER  (Echuca)  [4.52}.— A  fear 
is  expressed  by  the  Country  Press  Co-opera- 
tive Company  that  paper  in  rolls  will  be 
made  free,  while  paper  in  the  flat  is  duti- 
able. I  wish  to  be  assured  that  all  classes 
of  paper  will  be  on  the  same  footing. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  think  the  honor- 
:ih!e  member  will  find  that  none  of  it  will 
Ik:  dutiable. 


Quest icwi — That  the  words  pnq>osed  to  be 
left  out  stand  part  of  the  paragraph  (Mr. 
Sinclair's  amendment) — put.  The  Com- 
mittee divided. 


Ayes 

Noes 


Majority 


Bamford,  F.  \V. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 

COOD,  J. 

Deakin,  A. 
Kwing.  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 

Groom,  L.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Knox,  W. 
V-fat,  Sir  William 
Mahon,  H. 


27 

IS 

12 


Ans. 


M  auger,  S. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Po;^ton,  A. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thornton,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Wise,   G.  H. 

Tellers  .- 
Cook,  Hume 
Fraxer,  C.  E. 


Noes. 


Archer,  p.  W. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  K. 
Foston,  Colonel 
Fuller.  G.  \V. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Ualoney,  W.  R.  N. 


Mathews,  J. 

Page,  J. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers: 
LiddcII,  F. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [5.0].— I 
move — 

That  the  following  words  be  added  : — "  and 
on  and  after  loth  December,  1907,  Printing, 
known  as  Newspaper,  in  Keels  or  Rolls,  to  be 
used  exclusively  for  Newspapers  under  De* 
partmental  By-laws,  ad  val.,  to  per  cent." 

Later  on  I  propose  to  add  to  the 
amendment  anothn  clause  providing 
that  paper  in  the  flat  used  exclu- 
sively country  newspapers  shall  be 
free.  This  line  of  demarcation  is  neces- 
sary ;  .and,  despite  what  the  honoralile 
member  for  Bendigo  has  said,  absolutely 
just.  Those  newspaper  proprietors  who 
use  paper  in  reels  or  rolls  will  pay  a  duty 
of  10  per  cent,  while  those  who  use  paper 
in  the  fiat  in  the  publicati(xi  of  small  coun- 
try newspapers  will  obtain  it  free  of 
duty;  and  thus  tHe  object  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Moreton  will  be  gained. 
I  take  s(xne  exception  to  the  hon(»able 
member  for  Bendigo  commenting  on  this 
amendment  before  I  had  an  opportunity 
to  speak  on  it.  The  hcm«able  member 
was  very  eloquent  in  his  appeal  on  behalf 
of  the  smaller  newspaper  pr<^ietors,  and 
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he  described  the  daily  press  of  BenHigo 
and  Ballarat  as  country  newspapers. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  do  not  consider 
IJendigo  and  Ballarat  country  towns,  but 
provincial  cities ;  and  the  newspapers  there 
are  very  fine  publications  indeed.  The 
honorable  member  also  informed  us  that 
there  are  1,000  newspapers  published  in 
Australia,  but  he  did  not  add  that  the 
proposed  tax  will  not  touch  more  than  2 
per  cent,  or  3  per  cent,  of  th«n — that  the 
proprietors  who  use  paper  in  reels  or  rolls 
can  be  counted  on  the  fingers  of  both 
hands.  There  are  three  or  four  such  pro- 
prietors in  Sydney,  about  three  in  Mel- 
bourne, two  in  Adelaide,  two  in  Perth, 
two  Or  three  in  Brisbane,  and,  it  may  be, 
there  are  others  in  Newcastle,  Rock- 
hampton,  and  perhaps  Charters  Towers. 

Mr.  Edwards. — Reel  paper  is  used  in 
half-a-dozen  establishments  in  Brisbane 
alone. 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  do  not  think  so. 
Unless  a  newspaper  has  a  very  large  cir- 
culation it  does  not  pay  to  instal.  the 
machinery  necessary  in  the  use  of  reel 
paper.  I  appeal  to  hcMiorable  members 
who  desire  to  give  country  newspapers 
fair  play-  The  other  day  we  imposed  a 
tax  of  zo  per  cent,  on  type,  while,  at  the 
same  time,  we  made  linotypes  and  other 
printing  machinery  free. 

Mr.  JdsEPH  Cook. — Does  the  honorable 
member  wish  to  tax  for  the  sake  of  taxing? 

Mr.  MAHON.— No;  but  I  think  every 
class  in  the  community  ought  to  pay  their 
due  share  to  the  revenue.  The  honwable 
monber  for  Bendigo  also  declared  that  we 
have  no  timber  in  Australia  suitable  for  pulp 
for  the  manufacture  of  paper.  I  point  out 
that  if  the  proposed  duty  be  imposed,  the 
liirge  consumers  will  no  doubt  put  their 
heads  together,  and  endeavour  to  discover 
here  scrnie  substitute  for  the  foreign  timber. 
When  I  hear  vaunted  protectionists  like 
the  honorable  member  for  Melbourne  Ports 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Melbourne 
stating  that  newspaper  cannot  be  manu- 
factured here,  and  that,  therefore,  no 
iluty  should  be  imposed,  I  man-el  at  their 
^iiort-sightedness,  because,  after  all,  ne- 
.  assity  is  the  mother  of  inventiwi.  If  the 
large  newspaper  proprietors  are  allowed  to 
dose  other  people  with  taxes,  and  impose 
heavy  duties  on  country  newspapers,  while 
enjoving  free-trade  themselves,  they  will 
never  have  any  spur  or  incentive  to  discover 
in  Australia  a  substitute  for  the  foreign 
paper.    I  advise  the  honorable  members  to 


whom  I  have  reffflred  to  reconsider  their 
positicm  before  their  constituents.  As  I 
have  said,  the  country  newspaper  proprietor 
pays  a  duty  on  his  type,  while  the  large 
newspaper  proprietor  of  the  city  has  his 
linotvpe  and  other  expensive  machinery 
admitted  free.  There  is  one  metropolitan 
newspaper  proprietor  who  draws  between 
^60,000  and  ^£70,000  a  year  from  his 
newspaper;  and  he,  and  other  wealthy  pro- 
prietors, are  to  be  free  of  taxation,  while 
the  poor  country  printer,  who  often  employs 
his  sons  and  daughters  picking  up  type 
when  they  ought  to  be  at  school,  is  taxed 
on  everything  he  uses.  The  honorable 
member  for  Bendigo  spoke  of  advantages 
which  he  says  readers  of  newspapers  have 
been  given  by  the  proprietors  since  the  in- 
troduction oif  the  linotype.  I  deny  the 
hon{»rable  member's  statement  flatly.  1 
shall  take  one  case  in  proof.  If  we  look 
up  a  Saturday  issue  of  the  Melbourne 
Argus  of  twenty  years  ago,  we  shall  find 
that  it  compares  more  than  favorably  in 
literary  work  with  the  Saturday  Argus  of 
to-dav.  That  was  long  before  the  linotype 
was  introduced :  and  the  same  remark  ap- 
plies to  the  Sydney  Morning  Herald  or  the 
Sydney  Daily  Telefrrafh. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — ^But  the  Herald  was 
then  published  at  2d. 

Mr.  MAHON.— That  is  true,  but  there 
were  id.  newspapers  to  which  the  remark 
applies,  at  any  rate  in  a  modified  way. 
The  reduction  in  the  cost  of  production 
owing  to  the  linotype  has  enabled  news- 
paper proprietors  to  make  enormous  for- 
tunes ;  and  neither  the  remuneration  of  the 
staffs,  nor  the  advantages  given  to  readers, 
are  in  any  way  proportiwiate  to  the  in- 
creased profits.  I  challenge  the  honorable 
member  for  TF5?ndigo  to  successfully  refute 
what  I  say.  Twenty  vears  ago  the  daily 
newspapers  of  Australia  maintained  tw'O 
cable  services  from  England,  but  there  is 
now  a  syndicate  service  for  the  whole,  and 
thereby  considerable  saving.  These  savings 
and  economies  have  in  no  wav  advantaged 
the  readers  of  the  newspapers ;  nor.  as 
I  sav,  haw  the  staffs  had  their  positicm 
materially  improved.  T  regret  very  much 
that  there  should  have  been  such  lengthv 
discussion  on  this  item,  but  I  intend  divid- 
ing the  Committee  on  the  question. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Does  the  honorable 
member  propose  anv  preference? 

Afr.  MAHON.— No;  T  do  not  think  a 
preferential  dutv  would  do  much  good.  A 
good  deal  of  the  reel  paper  comes  frmn 
Great  Britain,  but  the  countries  of  origin 
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are  not  British.  I  wish  it  to  be  clearly 
understood  that  my  amendment  contem- 
plates that  the  paper  used  by  the  small 
country  newspaper  proprietors  shall  still  be 
admitted  free. 

Mr.  ARCHER  (Capricornia)  [5.10].— It 
would  appear  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Coolgardie,  in  his  keen  anxiety  to  tax 
the  wealthy  metropolitan  newspaper  pro- 
prietors, is  quite  jwepared  to  do  a  great  in- 
justice to  a  number  of  other  newspaper  pro- 
prietors. The  honcxrable  member  m«i- 
tioned  Rockhampton,  and  other  coastal 
towns,  and  classed  the  newspapers  there 
with  the  great  metropolitan  dailies.  But 
I  entirely  disapprove  of  any  step  being 
taken  which  would  impose  heavy  burdens 
on  struggling  newspaper  proprietors,  who 
are  ill  prepared  to  bear  them.  Bundaberg, 
RockhamptcHi,  Maryborough,  and  other 
places  are  growing  in  importance ;  and  there 
came  under  my  notice  the  other  day  a  news- 
paper which  has  just  been  changed  into  a 
daily. 

Mr.  Mahon. — But  all  the  newspaper 
proprietors  in  those  places  do  not  use  roll 
paper. 

Mr.  ARCHER.—But  the  time  is  arriv- 
ing when  they  will  use  that  paper,  and 
some  are  using  it  now.  The  honorable 
member  said  that  the  newspaper  proprie- 
tors who  use  this  roll  paper  could  be 
cotmted  on  the  fingers  of  both  hands ;  but» 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  used  by  many 
more,  and  numbers  of  them  are  by  no 
means  wealthy.  In  all  the  towns  which 
have  been  mentioned  newspapers  have  be&i 
started  bv  enterprising  men  in  the  face  of 
great  difficulties,  and  yet,  in  his  anxiety  to 
tax  the  large  proprietors,  the  htmorable 
member  is  prepared  to  put  a  heavy  impost 
on  the  paper  required  by  men  who  are 
doinc  good  work  for  the  country.  Some 
of  these  newspapers  are  excellent  publica- 
tions, providing  good  news  at  conaderable 
expense,  though  the  proprietors  are  just 
managing  to  scrape  along,  faced,  in  same 
cases,  no  doubt,  with  overdrafts  incurred 
in  improving  their  plants. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Can  the  honorable  mem- 
ber see  his  wav  clear  on  this  occasion  to 
support  the  Government,  who  are  very 
anxious  to  have  this  dutv  ? 

Mr.  ARCHER.— I  have  supported  the 
Government  on  many  items,  but  I  am  afraid 
I  cannot  support  them  on  this  item. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COO  K  ( Parramatta) 
[5.1.^1. — The  amendment  of  the  iKxiorable 
member  for  Coolgardie  simply  repeats  the 
w(M'd5  of  the  item,  and  inasmuch  as  I 


originally  intended  to  move  that  it  should 
be  free,  I  think  the  only  way  to  raise  the 
questicMi  is  for  me  to  now  move — 

That  the  ameDdment  be  amended  by  leaving 
out  the  words  "  10  pei  ceot.,"  with  a  view  to 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "free."  , 

The  honorable  member  icx  Coolgardie  has 
endeavoured  to  show  that  there  should  be 
some  differentiation  shown  between  the 
paper  used  by  the  small  country  newspaper 
proprietors  and  that  used  by  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  large  city  dailies. 

Mr.  Mahon. — I  have  done  so. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Whether  the 
honorable  member  has  or  has  not  succeeded 
in  doing  so,  I  decline  to  have  anything  to 
do  with  class  taxation  of  any  description. 
We  ought  to  treat  the  big  proprietMs  of  the 
cities  with  the  same  fairness  and  justice 
that  we  extend  to  the  proprietors  of  small 
weekly  newspapers ;  even  a  big  newspaper 
proprietor  has  a  ri^^t  to  expect  that  at  the 
hands  of  the  Committee.  It  is  all  very 
well  for  the  honorable  member  to  say  that 
we  propose  to  let  the  big  city  newspaper 
proprietor  escajie  taxation,  whilst  taxing 
the  small  newspaper  proprietor  in  the  coun- 
try. As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  wish  to  do 
nothing  of  the  kind.  We  intend,  I  hope,  to 
give  ail  newspaper  proprietors  their  printing 
paper  free.  I  need  not  enimierate  the  rea- 
sons whv  this  commodity  should  be  free. 
But  I  wish  to  reply  to  the  statement  made 
by  the  honoraUe  member  for  Coolgardie 
as  to  what  is  going  on  in  other  parts  of  dK 
world.  Two  months  ago  I  read  in  a 
British  newspaper  that  in  New  York  a 
movement  was  in  progress  to  requisition 
the  United  States  Government  to  remit  the 
duty  upon  wood  pulp. 

ifr.  Bahford. — Does  not  the  bwiorable 
member  think  that  that  is  rather  a  strange 
coincidence  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  speaking 
of  a  movement  which  was  in  progress  two 
months  ago.  Already  the  duties  imposed 
under  this  divisi(m  of  the  Tariff  are  in- 
juring our  Australian  publishes,  who*  I 
am  told,  are  f«warding  their  books  to 
London  to  be  made  up  there.  It  may  be 
that  the  time  will  come  when  we  shall  be 
able  to  concert  the  rushes  grown  in  Tas- 
mania, of  which  the  Treasurer  spoke,  into 
newspaper,  but  even  if  we  could  do  thai 
I  do  not  know  whetlier  there  is  an  un- 
limited supply  available.  It  se«ns  to  me 
that  if  all  the  rushes  grown  in  Tasmania 
were  utilized  for  the  purpose  they  would 
ncrt  keep  a  huge  newsp»er  miliinuining 
very  long.    The  ^^^aMMgOHection 
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are.  therefore,  very  small  indeed.  This 
newspaper  prci)lem  is  beccming  a  very  seri- 
ous one  all  over  the  world.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  supplies  of  pine  wood,  from 
which  tht  pulp  is  made,  are  becoming  ex- 
hausted, and  already  the  industry  is  in  the 
liands  of  one  or  two  individuals.  Even  if 
we  impose  a  tax  upon  printing  newspaper 
we  shall  not  stimulate  enterprise  in  the 
.<liie;'tion  of  finding  an  efficient  substitute 
for  pine.  It  will  be  a  tax  pure  and  simple, 
and  we  ought  not  to  impose  a  burden  upon 
newspaper  proprietors  for  the  sake  of  levy- 
ing taxation.  I  think  that  printing  paper 
ought  to  lie  admitted  free,  inasmuch  as  it 
is  the  raw  material  of  the  printer's  finished 
product. 

>rr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [5.19].— The 
proposed  duty  is  undoubtediv  a  revenue 
dutv.  A  number  of  items  have  been  in- 
cluded in  the  Tariff  for  reasons  which 
have  never  been  exphined,  and  this  is  one 
of  them.  I  sympathize  with  the  proposal 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Codlgardie, 
but  cannot  see  that  there  is  any  justification 
for  proposing  a  tax  upon  newspaper,  I 
shall  vote  in  fa\-our  of  the  item  being  made 
free. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [5.20].— 
I  think  that  the  Government  are  quite  justi- 
fied in  challenging  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee  upon  this  item,  because  no  less  thaij 
seven  out  of  eight  members  of  the  Tariff 
Commission  recommended  the  impositicm  of 
a  duty  upon  this  class  of  paper.  There 
is  no  reason.  However,  why  that  recmn- 
mendation  should  be  accepted  by  the  Com- 
mittee. I  should  like  to  remind  the  honor- 
able member  for  Coolgardie  that,  in  voting 
for  the  free  admission  of  newspaper  rolls, 
honorable  members  will  not  be  voting  solely 
in  the  interests  of  the  great  metropolitan 
ne\*spapers  alone.  In  Sydney  there  are 
twelve  newspapers  and  other  publications 
nstng  these  rolls  

Mr.  Mahon. — I  challenge  the  accuracy 
of  that  statement. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK— In  Melbourne 
there  are  six,  in  Adelaide  there  are  six,  in 
Path  four,  in  Kalgoorlie  two,  in  Launces- 
ton  two,  in  Hobart  two,  in  Brisbane  six, 
in  Townsville  two,  in  Charters  Towers  two, 
and  in  Victorian  country  towns  six.  I  give 
these  figures  upon  the  authority  of  Mr. 
James  Spicer,  a  Melbourne  merchant. 
There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  they  are 
substantially  accurate. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [5.22].— I  have 
very  grave  doubts  whether  the  amendment 
of  the  hmorable  member  for  Coolgardie 


would  have  the  effect  of  taking  a  single 
penny  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  large  news- 
paper proprietaries.  All  of  these  firms  are 
in  a  .position  to  pass  on  the  duty.  That  is 
their  policy.  As  is  well  known,  the  mere 
cost  of  the  paper  actually  used  in  the  pro- 
duction of  a  big  daily  newspaper  exceeds 
the  price  which  the  public  pay  for  it.  But 
it  must  be  recollected  that  the  city  ne\vs- 
papers  can  command  larger  iprices  for  ad- 
vertising space  than  can  country  journals. 
The  latter  cannot  obtain  anything  like  the 
same  rates.  Any  tax  that  we  may  impose 
upon  printing  paper  will  be  passed  on  to 
the  advertisers,  who  in  turn  will  pass  it  on 
to  the  consumers.  For  these  reasons  I  hope 
that  the  Govemmmt  iproposal  will  be  de- 
feated. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [5.25].— 
I  am  sixry  that  this  item  is  not  the  first 
or  second  item  in  the  Tariff.  Had  it  been, 
we  might  have  been  in  a  position  to  take 
to  heart  the  injunction  of  the  honMable 
member  for  Bendigo.  He  has  told  us  that 
seven  out  of  the  eight  members  of  the 
Tariff  Commissipn  reaxnmended  the  im- 
position of  a  duty  upon  printing  paper,  but 
that  that  was  no  reasc»i  why  the  'Committee 
should  accept  their  recommendation.  His 
wcwds  should  be  written  up  in  large  letters. 
Again  and  again  he  has  urged  that  the 
reaxnmendations  of  the  Tariff  CcHnmission 
should  be  upheld.  Yet  here  is  an  item 
upon  which  he  advises  the  Committee  to 
vote  against  its  finding. 

Sir  John  Quick. — I  did  not  recammtnd 
the  imposition  of  this  duty. 

Mr.  WILSON. — But  upon  the  honorable 
member's  own  showing  seven  out  of  eight 
members  of  the  Tariff  CMomission  recom- 
mended it.  I  feel  that  it  is  in  the  public 
interest  that  printing  paper  should  be  ad- 
mitted free.  Country  newspajwrs  are  de- 
serving of  every  consideratiixi,  because  the>' 
are  working  under  great  disabilities.  I 
shall  support  the  amendment  of  the  honw- 
able  member  for  Parramatta. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [5.28].— I  re- 
gret  that  so  many  honorable  members  are 
apparently  oblivious  of  the  fact  that  under 
my  amendment  the  paper  required  by  coun- 
try newspaper  proprietors  would  be  ad- 
mitted free. 

Mr.  Archer. — I  questicxi  that. 

Mr.  MAHON. — It  is  only  those  large 
newspaper  offices  which  can  well  afford  to 
pay  the  extra  impost  which  would  be 
touched. 

Mr.  Archer.— We  say  that  the  honor- 
able member's  statement  is  entirely  wrong. 
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Mr.  MAHON.— The  honorable  member 
ought  to  know  that  when.  I  speak  of  the 
country  press  I  mean  the  small  journals 
which  are  ipublished  cmce  or  twice  a  week. 
I  should  like  to  read  a  short  extract  from 
the  debate  which  took  place  upc»i  this  item 
a  little  more  than  five  years  ago.  The  then 
Treasurer,  Sir  Gewge  Turner,  who  I  sup- 
pose understood  the  Tariff  better  than  did 
any  other  member  of  the  Qmnmittee,  said — 

I  know  that  an  agitation  faas  been  staited, 
and  that  circulars  have  been  sent  right  and  left 
from  a  particular  centre  in  Melbourne  to  prove 
that  this  duty  will  mean  ruin  to  the  proprietors 
of  the  country  r>ewsp:ipers.  But  the  duty  is 
really  a  light  one,  and  is  put  on  in  order  to 
obtain  revenue.  I  do  not  see  why  printing 
paper  should  be  more  sacred  than  anything  else. 

He  went  cm  to  say — 

I  am  certain  that  the  imposition  of  a  duly  of 
to  per  cent,  will  not  discourage  the  publishing 
of  books  and  pamphlets  within  the  Common- 
wealth. The  proposed  duty,  besides  providing 
/a5,ooo  of  revoioe,  will  give  encouragement  to 
the  large  mills  which  are  now  starting  in  New 
South  Wales. 

I  point  out  to  the  honorable  members  for 
Melbourne  and  Melbourne  Ports  that  Sii 
George  Turner,  when  Treasurer,  thoughl 
that  the  duty  would  have  a  protective  in- 
cidence— 

If  the  Committee  wish  to  strike  out  revenue 
duties,  there  are  other  items  which  can  more 
fairly  be  amended, 

I  commend  that  statement  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  honorable  member  for  Darling. 
I  ilo  not  wish  to  delay  the  Oxnmittee  in 
arriving  at  a  decision.  I  regret  very  much 
that  tlu:re  should  be  so  much  hostility 
offered  to  my  proproal,  which,  I  repeat,  is 
simply  made  to  give  to  the  country  printer 
his  paper  duty  free,  his  type  being  already 
taxed,  and  to  put  an  impost  on  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  larger  public.itions  in  the 
cities,  who  have  had  their  linotypes  and 
printing  machinery  free  of  duty. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.31]. — I  am  sorry  that  the  deputy 
leader  of  the  Opposition  has  moved  his 
amendment  in  this  way,  because  it  has 
placed  the  Committee  in  a  very  awkward 
position. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — No.  th.^  Government. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE. —It  has  not 
plared  the  Governnn'iit  in  an  awkward 
position.  The  fair  way  is  to  take  a  vote 
on  the  proposal  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Coolgardie,  which  I  will  oppose,  bt?- 
cause  I  think  that  if  a  duty  is  to  be  im- 
posed at  all  it  should  be  levied  all  round; 
and  then,  if  that  proposal  is  defeated,  as 
probably  it  will  be,  to  take  a  straight-out 


vote  on  the  proposal  of  the  honcurable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta.  The  Government  de- 
sire an  opportimity  to  vote  for  the  item  as 
it  is  printed,  and  if  that  is  givoi  we  can 
get  a  straight-out  vote  as  to  whether  or  not 
that  class  of  paper  shall  be  made  free. 

Mr.  Frazer. — The  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  will 
settle  that  with  one  decision  instead  of  two. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  is  very  clever,  but  it  will  not  do 
that. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  just  the  same. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— When  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for 

Parramatta  is  put,  the  question  practically 
will  be  that  the  figures  "  10  per  cent." 
stand  part  of  the  item,  and  there  can 
l>e  no  straighP-out  vote.  If,  however, 
had  an  amendment  to  the  item— which 
could  easily  be  submitted — the  Government 
could  get  a  straight-out  vote. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — But  the  hcxiorable 
gentleman  forgets  that  the  honorable  mem- 
Iter  for  Coolgardie  has  separated  his  pro- 
posal. He  is  to  follow  up  this  amendment 
with  another. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  kno.. 
■  what  proposal  the  honorable  member  for 
Coolgardie  is  going  to  submit  after  his 
present  amendment  has  been  dealt  with. 
■  Mr.  Thomas. — We  will  support  the  Go- 
vernment in  putting  on  a  duty  of  10  per 
cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  has  created  a  oom- 
plicated  situation,  in  which  it  is  absolutely 
impossible  to  get  a  straight-out  vote. 

Mr.  Wynne. — ^We  can  get  a  straight-^ut 
vote  on  the  amendment  of  the  hmorable 
member  for  Parramatta. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Not  at  all.  If 
the  amendment  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Coolgardie  can  be  sutxnitted  by  itself 
we  shall  know  how  to  vote. 

Mr-  Wynne. — So  we  can  on  the  other 
amendment. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No 

Mr.  WvNNE. — The  question  will  be  whe- 
ther ilie  paper  shall  be  free,  or  dutiable  at 
10  ner  rent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  want 
to  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  hcmorable 
member  for  Coolgardie,  but  if  the  other 
amendment  is  pressed  I  must  vote  with  him, 
(hat  the  duty  of  10  per  cent,  stand ;  becaufie 
I  do  not  want  to  vote  to  make  the  paper 
free.  On  the  other  har^^^o^hot  want 
to  vote  to  differed W^^N^WW  of 
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this  paper,  and  that  is  what  the  other 
amendment  would  oblige  me  to  da 

Mr.  Wynne.-t-No;  its  object  is  to  make 
paper  free. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.  — Na  The 
amendment  of  the  honorable  member  fnr 
Farramatta  introduces  a  ccHnplication  which 
is  not  fair,  because  it  prevents  us  frcwn  get- 
ting a  straight-out  vote. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — In  what  way  have 
I  cwnplicated  the  situation  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Here  are  t«o 
amendments  before  the  Committee.  I  do 
not  want  to  vote  for  either  of  them.  But 
I  must  either  vote  for  the  amendment  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Coolgardie,  with 
an  explanation  that  I  am  not  in  favour  of 
the  other  amendment  to  get  the  whole  of 
the  paper  made  free,  or  I  must  vote  to 
make  it  free.  ' 

Mr.  WiLKS.—  Let  the  honorable  member 
vote  both  ways  without  an  explanation, 
and  he  will  be  rig^t. 

Sir  WILLL-V.\[  LYXE.— I  cannot.  It 
is  not  fair  on  the  part  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  to  complicate  the 
position  in  this  way. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — All  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  has  to  do  is  to  vote  for  nr 
against  either  of  the  proposals;  and  they 
cover  the  whole  ground. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Not  at  all. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  of  no  use  for 
the  htmorable  gentleman  to  blame  me.  I 
have  had  to  come  in  after  the  honorable 
member  for  Coolgardie.  I  want  a  straight- 
out  vote. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  want 
to  vote  for  an  amendment  to  differentiate 
between  country  and  city  newspapers,  but 
the  honorable  member  is  forcing  the  Govern- 
ment into  a  position  in  which  they  must  do 
so. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Not  at  all. 

Mr.  Archer. — ^The  Minister  can  vote 
first  against  one  amendment,  and  then 
against  the  other. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Nothing  of  the 
kind.  I  do  not  suggest  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  has  moved  this 
amendment  to  play  a  trick,  but  that  is  what 
it  amounts  to. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  did  it  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Chairman, 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— I  do  not  know 
why  that  suggestion  was  made,  but  it  cer- 
tainly places  the  Government  in  a  most 
awkward  pmition. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— It  is  the  only  way 
in  which  it  can  be  put. 

[254] 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No.  I  ask  the 
hcHiorable  member  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment, and  let  us  have  a  straight-out  vote 
on  the  other ;  and  when  he  re-submits  his 
amendment  I  will  vote  against  it,  tbou^, 
of  course,  I  do  not  know  what  the  Oxmnit- 
tee  may  do  finally  with  the  item  as  amended. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  Minister  for- 
gets that  the  hcmorable  member  for  Cool- 
gardie intends  to  submit  a  propwal  to  give 
free  paper  to  country  newspapers.  What 
does  he  propose  to  do  when  that  is  sub- 
mitted ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  will  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  will  not ;  so  that 
we  are  obliged  to  take  it  piecemeal. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYME.— The  honcffablft 
member  will  not  vote  against  it  ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — No;  why  should  I, 
when  I  want  paper  to  be  made  free  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  will  vote 
against  making  any  paper  free.  This  is 
not  a  fair  way  for  the  homrable  member 
to  submit  his  proposal. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  should  like  the 
honorable  member  to  point  out  any  diflficulty 
if  it  exists. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  I  vote  for 
the  honorable  member's  amendment,  I  shall 
\ote  in  favour  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Cooieardie's  amendment. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — But  the  Minister 
can  vote  against  both  proposals. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No.  I  do  not 
know  how  the  Chairman  intends  to  put 
the  question,  but  in  the  wdinary  way  he 
would  put  the  question  practically  that  the 
figures  "10  per  cent"  stand  part  of  the 
item.  If  I  vote  with  the  hcmorable  member 
for  Parramatta  on  his  ipropcsal  to  strike  out 
the  duty  I  shall  vote  to  make  the  duty  stand 
as  regards  half  the  paper. 

Mr.  Wynne. — No. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes.  I  would 
not  care  if  it  was  a  vote  with  regard  to  the 
whole  of  the  paper,  because  I  should 
then  know  what  I  was  doing. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  have  not  proposed 
to  put  the  duty  on  one-half  of  the  paper ; 
that  has  emanated  from  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Coolgardie. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  know  that. 
He  has  moved  an  amendment  which  relates 
to  country  newspapers,  but  they  represent 
only  a  small  proporticm  of  the  press. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — My  position  is  that 
wherever  the  honorable  member  for  Cool- 
gardie goes  for  a  dutv  of  10  per  cent.  I 
must  follow  hira  to  make  the  paper  free. 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  is  putting 
the  Government  and  those  who  wish  to  vote 
for  a  duty  of  lo  per  cent,  in  a  very  im- 
proper [josition.  1  cannot  vote  for  or 
against  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
member  without  making  the  duty  of  lo  per 

coit.  stand,  and  if  it  stands  

Mr.  Thouas. — Does  not  the  honorable 
gentleman  want  the  duty  to  stand  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  want  the  duty 
to  stand  against  the  whole  and  not  against 
a  portion  of  the  press. 

Mr.  Hamfobd. — Let  us  deal  first  with  the 
question  of  whether  or  not  the  paper  shall 
be  free,  and  if  it  is  made  free  the  trouble 
will  be  ended. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  like  the  busi- 
ness to  be  conducted  in  "order,  but  so  far  as 
I  can  see  that  is  not  being  done.  I  do  not 
want,  nor  does  the  dovernnient  want,  to 
vote  with  the  honorable  member  for  Cool- 
gardie  to  give  a  prefererrce  to  one  secticwi 
of  the  press,  but  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  makes  it 
imperative  for  me  to  vote  for  or  against 
(Mie  section  of  the  press.  I  do  not  want  to 
vote  to  make  the  duty  of  lo  per  cent,  stand 
as  regards  onlv  a  part  of  the  .press. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  is  to  stop  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  proposing  after- 
wards a  duty  of  I  o  per  cent,  on  the  paper 
for  the  other  section  of  the  press  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.—That  would  not 
gi\'e  us  a  straight-out  vote.  The  honorable 
member  wants  to  get  his  amendment  carried 
even  if  the  Committee  are  against  it. 

Mr.  Johnson. — He  wfll  be  very  clever 
indeed  if  he  does  th^. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Owing  to  the 
way  in  which  the  question  will  be  put,  a 
number  of  honorable  members  will  probably 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta,  although  they  do 
not  approve  of  it.  It  is  very  unfair  to 
place  us  in  that  position.  It  is  not  a 
straight  way  of  raising  the  issue.  If  the 
honorable  member  wished  to  let  us  have  a 
straight-out  vote  he  would  ask  Teave  to 
withdraw  his  amendment  for  the  time 
being. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  raising  a  bogv. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.—No;  it  is  not  a 
bogy. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Let  the  honoraUe 
member  for  Coolgardie  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment, and  give  us  an  opportunity  to  have 

a  straight-out  vote. 

Mr.  ^^AHON. — Let  the  honorable  member 
withdraw  his  amendment. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Will  the  honor- 
able member  for  Parramatta  let  us  have  a 
straight-out  vote  on  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Coolgardie  ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  bcxiorable 
gentleman  will  get  a  straight-out  vote  on 
my  amendment. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  appeal  to  the 
honorable  member  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment for  the  time  being,  and  thus,  let  us 
have  a  straight-out  vote  on  the  other  amrad- 
ment. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — There  are  some  who 
will  vote  that  the  goods  be  free ;  and  if 
they  cannot  secure  their  object  the\-  will 
vote  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Coolgardie. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— My  feeling  is 
that  the  matter  is  so  pverclouded  that  we 
cannot  get  a  straight-out  vote.  I  should 
give  way  in  a  moment  if  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  appealed  to  me 
under  a  similar  cwidition  of  things. 

Mr.  Fbazer. — If  the  Committee  deter- 
mines that  the  goods  shall  be  free,  that 
will  settle  the  matter. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  the  deputy 
leader  of  the  Opposititm  does  not  meet  me 
in  the  matter,  he  camiot  expect  me  to  with- 
draw amendments  on  future  occasions  when 
he  may  desire  that  1  shall  do  so  to  give 
him  an  opportunity  to  sutnnit  propositi<Mis 
of  his  own. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  will  withdraw  my 
amendment  at  once  if  the  hcmorable  mem- 
ber for  Coolgardie  will  withdraw  his. 

Mr.  Mahon. — I  will  withdraw  the 
second  one. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— As  the  matter 
stands,  the  Government  and  those  who 
support  them  will  have  to  vote  as  to  a 
certain  portion  of  the  imports  of  printing 
paper,  whereas  they  want  to  vote  as  to 
the  whole.  The  matter  is  complicated  to 
such  an  extent  that  honorable  members 
cannot  vote  as  thev  wish.  I  should  like 
to  know  from  the  Chairman  what  he 
thinks  about  the  positicm. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Perhaps  I  -can 
shorten  the  discussion  swnewhaL  The 
whole  matter  appears  to  me  to  be  quite 
plain  and  simple.  We  have  paragraph  d  be- 
fore us.  The  honorable  member  for  Cool- 
gardie desires  to  substitute  smne  other  words. 
His  original  intention  was  to  propose  to 
omit  the  item  alh^ether,  with  a  view  of 
inserting  another  one.  But  the  Depart- 
ment of  Trade  and  Custcwns  have  hitherto 
found  it  necessary,  to  enable  the  Tariff 
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to  be  properly  administered,  to  have  words 
added  to  items  so  that  the  existing  duty 
may  be  collected  up  to  to-day  and  the  new 
one  from  to-morrow.  The  daject  of  the 
amendment  of  the  h(morable  member  for 
Coolgardie  is  quite  simple.  He  has  moved 
to  add  "  printing  paper  known  as  news- 
paper, in  rolls  or  reels,  to  be  used  ex- 
clusively for  newspapers  under  depart- 
mental by-laws,  ad  valorem  10  per 
cent."  He  therefore  desires  that  on 
and  after  to-morrow  10  per  cent, 
shall  be  collected  on  such  paper. 
The  honorable  member  for  Parramatta 
desires  that  such  paper  shall  be  ad- 
mitted free.  Therefore,  he  has  moved 
to  omit  the  words  **  ad  valorem,  10  per 
cent."  with  a  view  of  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  word  "free."  If  the  Trea- 
surer desires  that  the  dutv  shall  be  10 
per  cent.,  he  must  vote  to  retain  that  rate 
of  duty  in  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Coolgardie. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  I  <lo  not 
want  to  do. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— We  cannot  help 
that.  Honorable  members  occasionally 
have  to  vote  differently  fr<Hn  what  they 
might  prefer  to  do.  Unfortunately,  the 
rules  under  whidi  we  are  working  do  not 
always  permit  us  to  vote  exactly  as  we 
should  like.  If  the  duty  of  xo  per 
cent,  were  retained  the  Treasurer  could,  if 
he  chose,  vote  to  knock  out  the  whole 
item,  and  then  5C»ne  other  honorable' mem- 
ber could  move  that  on  and  after  such 
and  such  a  date  the  goods  be  free. 

Mr,  Sinclair. — I  desire  to  have  your 
ruling,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  to  whether  it  is 
competent  for  a  private  member  to  move 
to  increase  a  duty  P 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  duty  under 
the  original  itan  was  10  per  cent.  The 
honorable  member  for  Coolgardie  has 
merely  moved  a  fi;^  form  of  wcMrds.  He 
is  not  proposing  to  add  to  the  duty. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Except  in  this  way  : 
that  under  the  original  item  a  preference 
is  given,  whereas  the  proposal  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Coolgardie  is  to  wipe 
out  that  preference,  and  thereby  to  in- 
crease the  dutv. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  item  was  free 
in  the  seccxid  column. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  htmorable 
member  for  Coolgardie  proposes  to  wipe 
out  that  degree  of  preference. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [5.53].— I 
must  confess  that  after  the  Treasurer's 
long  exfrianaticm   I   am   still   unable  to 
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discover  where  his  difficulty  lies.  He 
has  stated  clearly  that  he  is  against  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta,  who  wishes  to  make  this 
paper  free.  He  is  quite  clear  that  he  is 
also  against  the  amendment  of  die  honor- 
able member  for  Coolgardie.  It  is  there- 
fore quite  easy  for  him  to  vote  first  against 
the  amendment  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta  and  then  against  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  for  Cool- 
gardie. If  they  are  defeated  the  honorable 
member  can  vote  in  favour  of  his  own  pro- 
px>sal.  The  procedure  is  simplicity  itself. 
The  main  qucsticm  is  whether  this  paper 
shall  be  free  or  dutiable.  That  will  be  the 
first  test.  The  Treasurer  need  not  be  afraid 
of  being  put  in  a  false  position. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — T  am  put  in  a  false 
position,  and  the  hwiOTable  member's  ex- 
planation proves  it. 

Mr.  FISHKR.— I  cannot  see  whv.  I 
have  tried  to  discover  the  Treasurer's  diffi- 
cultv.  and  do  not  think  that  it  exists.  Those 
who  believe  that  the  goods  should  be  free 
can  vote  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta;  those  who  believe  in  a  duty 
will  vote  against  him.  If  the  honoratde 
member  for  Parramatta  is  defeated  the 
Treasurer  can  move  for  a  higher  dutv  if  be 
likes.  He  will  have  the  Committee  in  his 
own  hands  if  he  can  defeat  the  hcmorable 
member  for  Parramatta. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Koovong)  [5.56].— The  im- 
pression that  I  derived  from  the  oration  of 
the  Treasurer  was  that  he  feared  lest  the 
proposal  of  his  own  Government  should 
any  mischance  l»e  carried.  My  belief  is 
that  no  OTie  would  regret  it  more  than  he 
would  if  the  proposal  of  the  Government 
were  agreed  to.  So  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, I  intend  to  vote  that  these  goods 
be  free.  I  think  that  there  should  be  no 
diffeicntiation.  At  a  later  stage  I  also 
intend  to  propose  that  ordinary  printing 
paper  be  free.  I  can  see  no  complication 
about  our  procedure.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Coolgardie  has  presented  his  case 
very  clearly,  and  I  do  not  think  that  there 
is  any  difficulty  as  to  how  honorable  mem- 
bers wish  to  vote. 

Mr.  THOMAS  (Barrier)  fS-S?]-— '  n^nst 
confess  that  I  am  rather  surprised  at  the 
action  of  the  Government  in  referepce  to 
this  matter.  Not  a  single  word  has  been 
said  by  the  Treasurer  or  by  any  member  of 
the  Ministry  in  defence  of  this  item. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  said  something 
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Mr.  THOMAS.— It  was  a  verv  feeble 
effort.  The  honorable  gentleman  could 
wax  very  eloquent  and  put  up  a  very  big 
fight  when  defending  a  duty  on  wire  net- 
ting. He  seemed  to  be  absolutely  in  eai- 
nest  about  that.  He  did  his  best.  To- 
day also,  in  reference  to  the  duty  on  maga- 
lines,  he  put  up  a  very  good  fight.  I 
believe  that  he  did  his  very  best. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Gordon  and  Gotch 
were  too  strong  for  me. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— If  I  were  the  Trea- 
surer I  think  I  should  be  the  last  man  to 
say  anything  of  that  kind,  because  the  man 
who  is  most  unfairly  liable  to  attacks  like 
that  is  he  who  happens  to  be  in  charge  of 
a  Tariff. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — You  can  make  any 
attacks  you  like.  I  defy  you.  I  care  no- 
thing for  insinuations. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  have  never  attacked 
the  Treasurer.  I  have  always  defended 
his  personal  honour.  I  have  never  said 
an  unkind  word  about  him,  and  when  any 
other  honorable  member  has  attacked  him 
I  have  always  defended  him.  But  I  say 
tiiat  he  is  the  last  man  who  should  make 
sud)  an  insinuation  as  he  has  done,  because, 
if  he  insinuates  against  others,  others  will 
insinuate  against  him. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — They  can  do  it  as 
mudi  as  they  like. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  do  not  think  they 
ought  to  do  it.  This  Parliament  should 
be  above  conduct  of  that  sort.  The  Trea- 
surer should  be  above  baseless  insinuations, 
and  if  he  makes  them  others  will  do  the 
same.  He  ought  not  to  set  a  bad  examole. 
The  Treasurer  should  have  put  up  a  big 
fight  on  this  question  if  he  really  wants  the 
duty.  But  there  is  a  vague  idea  that  the 
Government  do  not  want  the  item  carried. 
It  has  been  left  for  the  honorable  member 
for  Coolgardie  to  defend  the  item.  If  the 
Government  were  in  earnest  they  should 
have  said  that  they  would  stand  or  fall  by 
the  item.  Why  not  make  the  stand  of 
their  life  about  it  if  they  really  believe  in 
it.  But  we  have  had  the  Treasurer  for 
three-quarters  of  an  hour  orating  about  a 
point  of  order  and  practically  draggintr  a 
red  herring  across  the  trail.  If  he  had 
(Hily  devoted  that  time,  and  the  powerful 
oratory  and  argumentative  abilitv  which  he 
possesses  and  can  use  when  he  likes  to  de- 
fending this  item,  it  would  not  have  mat- 
"red  about  the  pcnnt  of  order — he  could 
ve  had  bis  own  way  on  the  main  issue. 


Unless  the  Government  are  prepared  to 
make  a  stand  on  this  item  I,  for  one, 
shall  be  forced  to  the  conclusicHi  that  they 
would  prefer  to  see  it  rejected  rather  than 
carried.  1  am  prepared  to  support  the 
item,  and  I  think  that  when  a  number  of 
honorable  members  who,  as  a  rule,  vote 
against  Ministry  are  prepared  to  vote 
for  one  of  their  proposals,  thiey  should  put 
up  a  fight  for  it. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [6.1].— The 
Government  proposition  places  a  limitation 
on  the  extent  of  the  taxation  on  paper,  and 
the  honorable  member  for  Coolgardie  pro- 
poses to  impose  a  further  limitation.  It 
seems  to  me  quite  proper  that  the  Oxn- 
mittee  should  have  a  chance  to  vote  upon 
such  an  amendment.  At  the  same  time,  I 
can  fully  understand  the  position  taken 
up  by  the  Treasurer.  He  is  afraid  that 
the  further  amendment  moved  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Parramatta  will,  since 
it  is  projiosed  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Coolgardie  to  exempt  paper  required  for 
country  newspapers,  secure  votes  that  it 
would  not  carry  in  other  circumstances. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Hear,  hear/  that 
is  sa 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Nevertheless,  I  think 
that  the  Committee  has  a  perfect  right  to 
vote  on  that  basis. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — But  we  should  not 
be  tied  down  to  such  a  position. 

Mr.'  SPENCE.— I  do  not  think  that 
any  ccwnplication  will  arise.  Those  who 
prefer  that  the  item  should  be  free  will 
be  able  to  vote  for  the  amendment  moved 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Coolgardie. 
Berth  amt'ndments  may  be  rejected,  and  we 
shall  then  revert  to  the  original  proposal 
submitted  by  the  Government.  The  Com- 
mittee have  a  right  to  vote  for  any  limi- 
tation that  may  be  proposed,  but  if  either 
amendment  were  withdrawn  we  should  not 
have  an  opportunity  to  do  so. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.3]. — The  Chairman's  explanation 
absolutelv  supports  my  contention.  The 
amendment  moved  bv  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta  will  force  honorable 
nieml)ers  to  take  up  a  positicm  regarding 
the  amendment  moved  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Coolgardie  which  they  do  not 
wish  to  occupy. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — How  will  it  do  so? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  opposed 
to  the  honorable  member amendment. 

Mr.  Joseph  C5b6SE^liaWHi?^?^ 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Because  I  am 
opposed  to  making  the  item  free.  At  the 
same  time,  by  voting  against  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta,  I  shall  be  voting  in  favour  of 
that  moved  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Coolgardie,  and  that  I'  do  mk  wish  to 
do. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — Then   vote  against 

both. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— It  is  all  very 
well  for  honorable  members  to  tender  such 
advice  

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  amendment 
moved  by  the  honorable  member  for  Cool- 
gardie, as  far  as  it  goes,  agrees  with  the 
Government  proposition. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Unless  the 
amendment  moved  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta  be  withdrawn,  it  will 
■  be  placed  on  record  that  I  voted  to  dif- 
ferentiate between  two  classes  of  news- 
papers. I  do  not  wish  to  do  so;  I  wish  to 
have  a  straight-out  vote. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— But  if  what  is 
proposed  is  in  order,  it  must  be  fair. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  does  not 
follow.  It  is  unfair  to  force  an  honcHr- 
able  member  to  vote  contrary  to  his  own 
wishes.  I  do  not  want  to  be  compelled 
to  vote  for  the  amendment  moved  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Coolgardie. 

Mr.  Spence. — The  hcwiorable  member 
will  not  be  forced  to  do  sa 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  shall.  If  I 
vote  against  the  amendoittit  moved  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta,  then  I 
shall  be  voting  for  a  duty  of  10  per  cent, 
on  certain  paper  as  proposed  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Coolgardie. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Exactly,  and  that 
is  the  duty  proposed  by  the  Government.  » 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— But  the  duty 
will  relate  to  only  a  part  of  our  proposal. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^That  is  not  my 
fault 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— When  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Parramatta  h.is  asked 
me  to  withdraw  an  amendment  to  give  him 
an  opportunity  to  move  a  prior  amend- 
ment, I  have  always  done  so,  and  I  think 
that  it  is  only  reasonable  that  he  should  do 
the  same  for  me. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — But  the  ciicum- 
stances  of  this  case  are  different. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  civilly 
asked  the  honorable  member  more  than 
once  to  withdraw  his  amendment,  and  if  he 
refuses  to  do  so,  then  he  need  not  exi)ect 


me  to  ever  give  way  to  him.  I  wish  to 
publicly  repudiate  the  suggestion  that  I  am 
in  favour  of  the  amendment  moved  by  the 
honorable  member,  for  Coolgardie,  and  to 
say  that  if  the  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta  forces  me  into  such  a  positioQ 
that  I  shall  have  to  vote  i<x  it,  I  shall 
move,  rather  than  do  so,  that  the  item  be 
free. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — In  those  circum- 
stances, I  shall  not  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment. 

Sir  WILLIAJf  LYNE.- Then  the  hon^ 
orable  member  will  never  induce  me  to 
withdraw  a  motion  in  order  to  enable  him 
to  submit  one.  His  attitude  ts  most  con- 
temptible. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  must  withdraw  that  remark. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[6.7]. — The  Treasurer,  for  the  last  quarter 
of  an  hour,  not  only  when  on  his  feet,  but 
when  in  his  chair,  has  been  making  all 
sorts  of  insinuations  against  my  action  in 
this  matter. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^And  deservedly  so, 
I  think. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  simply  acted 
on  the  suggestion  of  the  Chair  as  to  the 
only  way  in  which  I  could  move  this  issue 
to  a  straight-out  vote. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — But  it  leads  to  a 
complication. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— 1  see  none;  if 
I  did  I  would  immediately  withdraw 
my  amendment.  I  cannot  conceive  of 
a  matter  being  put  more  clearly  to 
the  Committee  than  is  the  issue  raised 
bv  my  amendment.  If  the  honorable 
member  for  Coolgardie  will  withdraw 
his  amendment  I  will  willingly  withdraw 
mine,  so  that  we  may  have  a  straight-out 
\-ote.  I  did  not  raise  tlus  questim ;  it  was 
raised  by  the  hoiorable  member  for  Cool- 
gardie, and  if  he  will  not  withdraw  his 
amendment  I  certunly  shall  not  withdraw 
mine. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.9]. — I  am  not  going  to  submit 
quietly  to  this  situation.  I  should  be  much 
obliged  to  the  honorable  member  for  Cool- 
gardie if  he  would  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment, and  so  save  me  from  an  awkward 
situation.  It  is  not  fair,  perhaps,  to  asik 
him  to  do  so,  but,  in  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  case — I  think  bis  amend- 
ment  will  be  well 
accede  to  my  reqiiest.  '^He  \nlohave  an 
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oppCHtunity  to  again  submit  his  amendment 
after  a  strai^tout  vote  on  the  item  has 
been  taken. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [6.11].— I 
think  that  the  Treasurer  is  right.  If 
vote  be  taken  on  the  amendment  moved  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta,  the 
Treasurer  will  undoubtedly  be  compelled  to 
vote  for  a  principle  that  he  has  already  re- 
pudiated. If  the  honorable  monber  for 
Parramaaa  will  give  the  matter  a  moment's 
reflection  he  will  recognise  that,  having  re- 
gard to  the  form  in  which  the  question 
would  be  put,  the  Treasurer,  by  opposing 
his  amendment,  would  be  voting  quite  con 
trary  to  the  principle  he  has  advocated. 
My  proposal  is  for  the  imposition  of  a  dutv 
of  10  per  cent,  on  a  portion  of  the  item 
only.  Such  a  vote  would  conmiit  ihe  Trea- 
surer to  a  division  of  the  item  differen- 
tiating betneen  two  classes  of  newspapers. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  same  thing 
happens  every  day. 

Mr.  MAHON. — I  carmot  recall  to  mind 
any  similar  complication.  At  any  rate,  I 
am  not  going  to  subject  the  Treasurer  to 
the  humiliation  to  which  he  has  referred, 
and  I  regret  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta  has  not  withdrawn  lus  amend- 
ment. Had  he  done  so  he  would  have 
simplified  the  position. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Go  on ;  I  can  stand 
it  all  while  the  honorable  member  climbs 
down. 

Mr.  MAHON. — I  am  not  climbing  down. 
I  still  occupy  the  position  that  I  originally 
took  up,  but  I  may  say  at  once  that  I 
think  the  honorable  member,  by  adhering 
to  his  amendment,  has  caused  the  last  hour 
and  a  half  to  be  wasted. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  the  honorable 
member  is  going  to  talk  like  that  he  will 
not  be  permitted  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  do  not  intend  to  with- 
draw my  amendment  except  on  the  under- 
standing that  I  have  an  opportunity  to 
again  submit  it.  The  honcvable  member 
knows  perfectly  well  that  the  second  part 
of  my  amendment  meets  the  object  he  has 
in  view.  If  he  desires  a  straight-out  vote 
he  has  only  to  vote  against  it,  and  the  effect 
of  such  a  vote  would  be  just  the  same  so 
far  as  he  is  cotKemed  as  if  his  own  amend- 
ment were  carried.  By  leave  of  the  Ccmi- 
mittee  I  withdraw  mv  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  cannot  withdraw  his  amendment 
unless  the  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta withdraws  that  moved  by  him. 


Mr.    JOSEPH    COOK  (Parramatta) 
[6.14]. — I  do  not  know  that  I  ought  to  do 
so  after  what  has  been  said.     Am  I  to  be 
submitted  to  a  lot  of  abuse  and  then  to  be 
asked  to  accommodate  these  same  honorable 
members  ?  The  honorable  member  for  Cooi- 
gardie,  after  asserting  that  I  am  respon- 
sible for  the  trouble  that  has  occurred, 
wishes  leave  to  withdraw  his  amendment, 
whilst  the  Treasurer  for  the  last  hour  has 
been  throwing  out  all  sorts  of  insinuations. 
I  know  what  is  the  matter.     It  is  just  as 
well  that  it  should  be  publiclv  stat«]  that 
the  Treasurer  fears  that  the  feeling  on  the 
part  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  Labour 
party  against  the  big  daily  newspapers  will 
lead  to  the  duty  originally  proposed  by  him 
being  carried  if  they  are  kept  together. 
That  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  trouble.    It  is 
a  sinister  move  on  the   part,  not   of  tht- 
Opposiiion,    but  of   honorable  members' 
opposite  to  get  the  old  duty  through  when 
it  is  tied  together. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Nonsense. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— As  the  honor- 
able member  for  Coolgardie  desires  to  with- 
draw his  amendment,  I  do  not  object  to 
withdraw  mine. 

Amendments,  by  |e.ive.  withdrawn. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook)  pro- 
posed— 

That  after  the  words  '*  10  per  cent.,"  the 
words  "  and  oa  and  after  loth  December,  1907* 
((ieneral  Tariff),  free,"  be  inserted. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  (Moreton)  [6.15].— As 
I  am  sure  that  my  previous  ammdment  was 
mistuiderstood  by  a  number  of  those  who 
voted  on  it,  I  wish  to  test  the  feeling  of 
the  CcKumittee  again  by  proposing  the 
omission  of  all  the  words  after  the  word 
"  by-laws." 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  Committee  has 
already  determined  that  those  vKxds  shall 
remain  part  of  the  item. 

Mr.  THOMAS  (Barrier)  [6.16].— Do  I 
understand  that  we  are  now  being  asked  to 
vote  on  the  main  question  whether  pa|ier 
for  the  printing  of  newspap^  shjdl  be 
free  or  dutiable  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Yes. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— In  that  case  I  appeal 
to  the  Government,  before  a  division  is 
taken,  to  say  something  in  defence  of  their 
proposals.  So  much  is  due  to  those  of  us 
who  are  ranging  ourselves  with  them,  a<!- 
suming  that,  as  the  duty  has  been  proposed, 
there  is  some  particular  reason  for  it.  A 
large  number  of  members  have  voted  for 
revenue  and  protective  duties,  and  are  now 
backing  out,  ali9Hiia^yfceQiQ§l»spaper 
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prc^etors  are  as  well  able  to  pay  a  duty 
as  are  those  upon  whom  they  have  been 
piling  up  taxation.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
even  the  Postmaster- General  would  faint 
if  this  duty  were  carried.  However,  reason 
or  no  reason,  I  shall  support  the  Ministry 
on  this  occasion,  though  they  cannot  expect 
support  oa  ocber  items  if  they  do  not  make 
a  fight  in  this  case. 

Question — That  after  the  words  **io 
per  cent.,"  paragraph  d,  the  words  "and 
on  and  after  10th  December,  1907  {General 
Tariff),  free  "  <Mr.  Joseph  Cook's  amend- 
ment) be  inserted— put.  The  Committee 
divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 

Majority 

Archer,  E.  W. 
AtkinsoD,  L. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  K. 
Fisher,  A. 
Foxtoa,  Colonel 
Frazer,  C.  £. 
Harper,  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 

iohnsoa,  W.  E. 
:nox.  W. 
TJddel),  F. 
Mathewi,  }. 

CatU,  J.  H. 
Chapman,  Austin 

Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T, 
Oroom,  L.  E'. 
\.ynt.  Sir  Williara 


...  29 
...  14 

 IS 

Ayes. 

MeWilliams,  W.  J. 
Wge,  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Ponton,  A. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Sinclair,  H 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Wise,  G.  H. 
Wynne.  A. 

Tellers: 
Bowden,  E.  K, 
Fuller,  G.  W. 

Noes. 

Uahon,  H. 
Mauger,  S. 
Tliomas,  J. 
Watkins,  D. 


Forrest,  Sir  John 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 


Tellers: 
Took,  Hume 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Pius, 

Tudor,  F.  G. 
Bamford.  F.  W. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [6.26].— As  a 
matter  of  privilege,  I  wish  to  draw  your 
attention,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  fact  that 
this  afternoon,  at  intervals,  the  privacy  and 
silence  of  the  room  allotted  to  the  Opposi- 
tion has  been  disturbed  by  the  playing  of 
pianos.  Pianos  have  been  plaffid  in  one 
of  the  ante-chambers  whidi  we  have  been 
accustomed  to  use  for  the  interviewing  of 
our  constituents  and  friends.  Having  been 
ousted  frcMH  that  apartment,  we  are  now 
cwnpelied  to  use  the  lobby  for  the  purpose. 
I  do  not  CMnplain  of  that  so  much  as  I 
do  of  the  fact  that  when  one  sits  down  to 
the  study  of  the  Tariff  in  the  Oi^)Ositi<xi 


room,  he  is  anno>-ed  by  the  noise  to  which 
I  refer.  Honorable  members  should  jeal- 
ously guard  their  privileges,  and  especially 
those  which  are  designed  to  facilitate  the 
discharge  of  their  functions  within  the  pre- 
cincts of  this  building.  I  ask  you,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  take  notice  of  this  complaint, 
and  get  rid  of  the  nuisance.  Several  hon- 
orable members  have  spoken  to  me  about 
the  matter. 

The  CHAIRMAX.— I  shall  see  that  it 
is  attended  to. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 
Amendment  (by  Mr.  Knox)  proposed — 

That  the  following  new  paragraph  be  inserted  : 
— "DD.  On  and  after  loth  December,  1907 — 
Printing  n.e.i.,  free." 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [6.28].— 
I  think  that  the  amendment  should  be 
carried.  Under  the  old  Tariff  the  Customs 
authorities  had  great  trouble  in  determining 
whether  imported  printing  paper  was  to  be 
used  for  the  printing  of  newspapers  or  for 
other  purposes.  The  best  thing  to  do  is 
to  make  all  printing  paper  free, 

Mr.  Bowden.— Is  the  amendm«it  in 
order,  since  its  effect  would  be  the  same  as 
that  of  the  amendment  moi'ed  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Moretcm,  with  which  the 

Committee  has  dealt? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  Committee  de- 
cided that  it  would  not  make  printing  paper 
free  bv  doing  what  was  proposed  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Moreton ;  but  that 
does  not  prevent  it  from  dcnng  what  is,  pro- 
posed by  the  honorable  member  for  Koo- 
yong. 

Sitiing  suspended  from  6.30  to  7.45  p.m. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [7.45],— We 
should  know  exactly  what  is  covered  by  the 
amendment.  It  seems  to  me  that,  in 
accordance  with  their  policy,  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  prepared  to  do  something 
to  encourage  the  local  paper  mills.  I  be- 
lieve the  proposed  new  paragraph  would 
cover  all  kinds  of  paper,  because  there  is 
hardly  any  limit  to  the  variety  of  paper 
which  is  used  for  printing.  The  new  maga- 
zine known  as  the  Native  Companion  is, 
I  understand,  printed  on  paper  made  in 
Geelong. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Is  the  Lone  Hand  also 

printed  on  Geelong  paper? 

Mr,  SPENCE,— I  could  not  say,  though 
I  am  aware  that  the  people  connected  with 
that  magazine  strongly  advocate  protec- 
ticm.  In  the  case  of  the  Native  Com- 
panion, however,  I  am  able  to       that  the 
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editor,  writers,  and  artists  are  all  Aus- 
tralians, and  the  paper  used  is  manufac- 
tured in  Australia.  I  think  the  amaid- 
ment  should  not  be  accepted.  It  is  too 
much  of  a  drag-net,  since  it  would  cover 
paper  used  for  the  printing  of  books, 
magazines,  and  job  printing,  as  well  as 
for  the  printing  of  newspapers.  If  we  do 
not  give  some  encouragement  to  the  local 
manufacturers  of  paper  we  cannot  expect 
any  development  of  that  industry, 
although,  as  we  make  greater  progress  in 
forestry,  we  shall  probably  grow  timber 
from  which  pulp  can  be  obtained  for  the 
manufacture  of  paper.  The  proposed  new 
paragrai^  would  cover  every  kind  of  paper 
except  that  specially  mentioned  in  para- 
graph w — writing  paper  and  paper  for 
typewriting.  I  should  like  to  hear  the 
views  of  the  Treasurer  on  the  amendment. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [7-50]. — I  think  the  honorable  mem- 
ber is  quite  right  in  asking  these  questwns. 
I  believe  the  proposed  paragraph  would  be 
found  to  be  too  much  of  a  drag-net,  and 
the  h<morable  member  has  given  excellent 
reasons  why  it  should  be  opposed.  We 
have  paper  mills,  in  which  paper  used  for 
these  purposes  is  at  present  being  manu- 
factured. I  think  the  Committee  has  gone 
very  far  already  in  allowing  printing  paper 
to  be  admitted  free.  This  Is  a  serious 
matter  for  those  who  have  established  and 
are  carrying  on  the  manufacture  of  paper 
in  the  Commonwealth.  I  think  the  Com- 
mittee should  be  prepared  to  give  them  en- 
couragement and  support. 

Proposed  new  paragraph  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  E.  Writing  (plain),  cut  less  than 
16  in.  X       in.,  ad.  val,,  15  per  cCnt. 

^fr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [7.55].— I 
think  the  Government  might  just  as  well 
eliminate  this  paragraph.  The  quantity  of 
this  paper  imported  in  1906  amounted  in 
value  to  only  j£^3o8.  There  is  an  anomaly 
in  this  division  to  which  I  should  like  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  Treasurer.  It 
will  be  found  that,  although  this  paper  is 
dutiable  at  15  per  cent.,  writing  and  type- 
writing paper  identical  with  it  is  dutiable 
under  paragraph  (w)  at  oa\y  5  per  cent. 
Some  of  this  paper  is  used  for  the  printing 
of.  the  better  class  of  circulars.  I  do  not 
know  how  the  Customs  officials  are  to  ad- 
minister a  Tariff  of  this  kind.  It  seems 
to  me  that  they  would  require  to  have  an 
expert  constantly  at  hand,  and  even  then 

should  say  there  would  be  great  diffi- 
iltv  in  deciding  what  paper  should  be  ad- 
itted  at  the  lower  duty  and  what  at  the 


higher  duty.  I  suggest  that  the  Treanirer 
should  postpone  this  paragraph  until  we 
reach  paragraph  (w),  and  then  deal  with 
the  papers  contained  in  both  at  the  same 
time. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [7.58]. — The  object  of  this  para- 
graph is  to  secure  that  the  cutting  of  the 
paper  shall  be  done  here. 

Mr.  Mahon. — That  is  no  argum^t  at 
all.  The  cutting  would  be  done  by  ma- 
chinery. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  is  why  it 
is  proposed  that  this  paper  should  be  duti- 
able at  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  Mahon. — ^That  canned  be,  because 
it  refers  to  paper  16  in.  x  15  in.,  and  Uie 
same  paper  is  referred  to  in  paragraph  w, 
where  it  would  be  dutiable  at  5  per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  was  going  to 
say  that  I  think  the  paper  included  in 
paragraph  w  should  also  be  dutiable  at 

15  per  cent. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — In  one  case  the  re- 
ference is  to  .paper  "  cut  less ' '  and  in  the 
other  to  paper  "  not  less "  than  16  in. 
X  13  in. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That   is  so. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — How  much  work 
would  this  give  in  Australia? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  suppose  thai 
it  would  give  a  ccmsiderable  amount  of 
work.  X  know  the  intention  is  to  secure 
that  the  cutting  of  the  paper  shall  be  done 
here.  The  A  secticai  of  the  Tariff  Ccxn- 
mission  recommended  a  duty  of  15  per 
cent.,  which  is  the  same  as  the  duty  under 
the  old  Tariff,  and  that  is  also  the  duty 
proposed  by  the  Government  in  this  Tariff. 
There  is,  therefore,  no  alteration  in  this 
case.  I  admit  that  there  is  scxnething  in 
the  contention  of  the  hcxiorable  member  for 
Coolgardie  that  the  two  kinds  of  paper 
should  be  on  the  same  basis. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Was  this  a  separate 
line  in  the  last  Tariff? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Apparently  it 
was.    I  have  not  inquired. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [8.1].— In 
the  old  Tariff  these  items  were  the  same  as 
thev  stand  in  this.  It  w^as  provided  that 
writing  paper  cut  less  than  16  x  13  inches, 
and  paper  (toilet)  in  rolls  or  packets,  should 
be  dutiable  at  15  per  cent.,  while  writing 
and  typing  paper  in  sheets  not  less  than 

16  X  13  inches  was  free.  These  two  pro- 
visions relatinsr  to  writinjj  naper  are  repro- 
ductions of  the  old  Tariff,  involving  no 
alteration  except  in  the  latter  case  the  5  per 
cent,  general  Tariff.     The  reason  for  the 
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discrimination  is  that  it  is  thought  desirable 
to  encourage  the  importation  of  writing 
paper  in  bulk  in  order  that  the  cutting  up 
may  be  done  here,  so  giving  a  considerable 
amount  of  labour  in  the  Commonwealth. 
The  one  is  comparatively  the  raw  material. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cooe. — Did  the  CanmissUm 
make  inquiries  as  to  what  labour  would  be 
involved  ? 

Sir  JOHX  QUICK.— We  had  no  sug- 
gesticm  one  way  or  the  other.  We  merely 
recommended  the  reproducticm  of  the  old 
Tariff. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
f8.2]. — It  is  a  great  pity  that  the  Conunis- 
sion  did  not  make  a  simple  inquiry  of  that 

■kind. 

Air.  Fuller. ~Xo  one  rame  before  us. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  have  yet  to 
learn  that  the  Commission  were  appointed 
merely  to  take  statements  frcm  any  in- 
terested persons  who  came  along,  without 
testing  them. 

Mr.  Fuller. — If  we  had  been  sending 
for  witnesses  to  come  before  us,  we  should 
have  been  sittinp:  for  the  next  ten  vears. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  mav  be; 
but  in  connexion  with  some  of  these  items, 
as  to  which  there  is  practicallv  no  evidence, 
a  little  inquiry  might  have  been  made  be- 
fore the  Commission  reccxnmended  the  old 
dutv.  If  that  had  been  done,  it  would 
have  been  found  that  this  line  gives  very 
little  employment.  I  understand  that  all 
that  is  necessarv  is  a  machine^  and  that 
practically  no  latxmr  will  be  employed. 
One  or  two  men  and  a  machine  doing 
nothing  else  but  cutting  the  paper  would  cut 
up  enough  for  the  whole  Commonwealth. 
One  hesitates  to  interfere  with  old  duties, 
but  if  ever  there  was  a  case  made  out  for 
that  interference  it  is  this  one.  It  does 
not  give  any  employment,  and  is  only  an- 
other instance  of  many  which  we  have 
already  had  under  review,  in  which  Minis- 
ters, while  pretending  to  impose  duties  in 
order  to  bring  into  being  great  national  in- 
dustries, are  taxing  the  whole  of  the  people 
of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  purpose  of 
tryinir  to  bring  into  operation  a  small  inci- 
dental process. 

Sir  John  Quick. — It  means  that  the 
paper  is  cut.  folded,  and  bound  in  parcels. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.^Whirh  means 
hardlv  any  labour.  Without  disturbing 
the  general  dutv,  we  might  at  least  give 
Great  Britain  a  preference  on  articles  of 
this  sort.    I  therefore  move — 

Tliat  the  words  "  nnd  on  and  after  loth  De- 
cembei,  «)07.  *A  val.  (United  Kiagdom),'  10 
per  cent.,"  be  added. 


Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [8.5].— I 
desire  to  impress  again  upon  the  1'reasurer 
the  necessity  of  putting  paragraphs  e  and  w 
together.  There  must  be  scxnething  wnng, 
because  the  importati<m  last  year  <^  the 
paper  under  this  paragraph  amcMmted  (»ly 
to  j^3o8  worth,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that 
a  great  quantity  of  it  was  imported  free 
under  the  other  description.  Without  say- 
ing anything  at  present  about  the  rate  of 
duty,  I  urge  the  Treasurer  to  put  tie  two 
together,  and  al&o  typing  paper.  There 
is  no  reason  why  a  man  who  wants  to  tvoe 
a  letter  should  be  able  to  buy  cheaper 
paper  than  another  who  wants  to  write  a 
letter.     That  is  an  absurd  distincti(Hi. 

Sir  WiLUAU  LvNE. — Leave  it  over  until 
we  reach  paragraph  w.  I  will  then  see 
if  I  can  meet  the  honorable  member  in  some 
way. 

Amendment  agreed  to, 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North  Svd- 
neyi  [8.7]. — Has  the  Treasurer  agreed  to 
make  both  paragraphs  subject  to  the  cme 
duty? 

Sir  William  Lyme. — I  will  not  say  until 
Ave  reach  the  other  paragraph. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  is  ridi- 
culous, few  the  sake  of  5  per  cent,  to  make 
a  distinction  which  gives  the  Customs  no  , 
end  of  trouble,  makes  the  checking  of  the  * 
imports  very  much  more  difikult,  and  is  of 
no  earthly  use. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  F.    Ruled  and  bordered  papers,  ad 
val.,  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[8.8]. — Wherein  does  this  article  differ 
from  plain  writing  paper,  that  there  should 
be  an  additional  duty  of  10  per  cent.? 
That  seems  to  be  an  anomaly.  The  A 
section  of  the  Tariff  Commission  has  made 
no  recommendation  on  this  subject. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— The  B  section  of 
the  Commission  has. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Treasurer 
is  ready  enough  to  take  the  recommendation 
of  the  B  section  when  he  cannot  take  that 
of  the  A  section,  but  he  will  never  take 
that  of  the  B  if  there  is  one  from  the  A 
section  for  him  to  take.  I  shall  move  that 
the  duty  be  15  per  cent,  in  this  case  as  in 
the  other. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.— Under  the  old 
Tariff,  "plain  ruled"  was  15  per  cent., 
and  "otherwise"  2^  ner  cent. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  I  move- 
That  the  words  "and  on 'aftd  ^^J^Otb  De- 
cember, 1Q07,  ad  val.  (General  TdMf]^  20  per 
cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  15  per  cent.,"  be 
added. 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
smer)  [8-io]. — I  will  accept  duties  of  35 
per  cent,  and  20  per  csat, ,  The  bcmcffable 
member  seems  to  forget  the  provisions  in 
the  last  Tariff. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Would  it  not  be  fair 
to  take  the  mean  between  the  two  old  duties 
of  15  per  cent,  and  25  per  cent.? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No;  we  should 
have  the  proper  duties.  We  want  no  com- 
promises of  that  sort. 

Mr.  JOSE  PH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[8.xx]. — ^The  Treasurer  is  ccxisolidating  the 
two  classes  of  this  paper  as  distinguished 
in  the  old  Tariff,  and  he  should  consolidate 
the  old  duties  also  by  accepting  a  compro- 
mise of  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[8.12]. — I  hope  the  Treasurer  will  adhere 
to  his  offer  to  take  nothing  lower  than 
duties  of  25  per  cent,  and  20  per  cent. 
Ruling  is  carried  on  by  many  firms  in  Aus- 
tralia. I  do  not  say  that  it  is  art  work, 
but  the  men  who  are  employed  at  it  get 
good  wages,  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  a 
very  simple  process.  It  is  still  better  in 
the  case  of  bwdering.  We  ought  to  en- 
deavour to  keep  those  occupaticms  at  any 
rate  for  the  workmen  in  Australia. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [8.13].— If 
there  was  any  justification  for  imposing  a 
duty  in  order  to  have  writing  paper  cut 
here—  a  process  of  great  rapidity  by  the 
use  of  the  modem  guillotine — there  is  much 
greater  reason  for  imposing  a  duty  to  en- 
courage ruling  and  bordering  here.  It  is 
done  by  machinery  and  insures  the  giving 
of  a  eoQd  deal  of  work.  The  Govemmrat 
will  do  right  to  retain  the  duty  proposed. 
Amoidment  negatived. 
Amendment  (by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  words  '*  and  on  and  after  loth  De- 
cember, iqo7,  ad  val.  (United  Kinf;dom),  20  per 
cent,,"  be  added. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  G.  Biowns,  and  Sugar  (gTey, 
blue  aad  other  tints);  Fruit  Bag  Paper,  per  cwl. 
(General  Tariff)  6s.  6d.,  (United  Kingdom),  6s. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.16]. — I  move — 

That  after  the  word  "  Paper,"  the  followinR 
words  be  inserted  i — "  Candle  (blue  and  grey) 
P.ipcr,  C.Tndle  Carton  Paper." 

I  submit  the  amendment  because  these 
]>apers  are  of  the  same  class  as  those  al- 
ready in  the  item.  The  alternative  rate 
i  s  proposed  to  deal  with  light-weight 
papers.  In  1906  the  imports  from  the 
United  Kingdom  amounted  to  iz,ooo  cwt, 
and  from  other  countries  to  78,000  cwt. 


Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[8.17]. — I  should  like  to  see  carpet-felt 
paper  included  in  this  paragraph. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — That  paper  is  dealt 
with  in  paragraph  k. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— But  the  duties  on  the 
papers  in  paragraph  k  are  not  so  high  as 
the  duties  imposed  in  the  paragraph  under 
discussion.  This  paper  is  made  here  in 
large  qimntities  frcxn  any  sort  of  pulp,  and 
its  manufacture  ought  to  be  adequately 
protected. 

Colonel  FOXTON  (Brisbane)  [8.18].— 
Orte  reason  for  not  including  carpet-felt 
paper  in  this  item  is  that  the  papers  alread> 
included,  and  those  proposed  to  be  added 
by  the  Minister,  are  largely  the  raw  material 
of  the  paper-bag  manufacturing  industry. 
Carpet-felt  paper,  so  far  as  f  know,  is 
not  the  raw  material  of  any  industry.  The 
carpet-felt  paper  is  simply  used  as  im- 
ported, whereas  the  papers  which  are  in- 
cluded are  closely  related  to  those 
c(»nprised  in  paragraph  j.  I  call  atten- 
ixosi  to  the  fact  that  the  duty  on  papa* 
bags  is  considerably  lower  than  the  duty 
cm  raw  matmal;  and  I  should  like  to 
move  that  the  duties  be  reduced  to 
3s.  6d.  and  3s.  as  in  the  old  Tariff.  In 
order  to  preserve  the  paper-bag  industry, 
which  employs  a  much  larger  number  of 
people  than  is  employed  in  the  making 
of  the  paper  itself,  it  is  necessary  to  leave 
a  margin  of  at  least  25.  per  cwt  in  the 
duty.  I  have  a  letter  here  fr«n  a  firm 
which  is  largely  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  paper  bags,  and  as  it  is  short,  and 
puts  the  case  very  clearly,  I  shall  read  it — 

So  far  as  we  are  concerned,  we  Iiave  been 
working  quite  satisfactorily  under  the  old 
Tariff  of  38.  per  cwt.  duty  on  paper,  and  51. 
per  cwt.  on  bags;  and  we  think  any  addition 
to  the  duty  unnecessary.  There  are,  so  far  as 
wc  know,  only  two  paper  mills  working  in  Aus- 
tralia, employing,  on  a  liberal  estimatCt  per- 
haps 100  hands.  A  fair  price  for  paper,  such 
as  is  used  for  sugar  bags,  which  form  a 
considerable  portion  of  their  output,  is  7s.  per 
cwt.  f.o.b.  London,  The  freight  and 
charges,  exclusive  of  duty,  average  about  4s- 
per  cwt.,  so  that,  with  the  old  duty  of  3s.  per 
cwt.,  the  total  charges  amount  fo  7s.,  giving 
the  local  mills  a  protection  of  100  per  cent. 
If  the  duty  is  made  6s.,  as  proposed,  the  pro- 
tection will  amount  to  143  per  cent.  In  the 
paper-ba^  business  alone,  there  are  a  far  larger 
number  of  hands  employed  than  in  the  two 
paper  mills.  According  to  the  proposed 
Tariff,  our  raw  material,  paper,  is  to  have  Us 
duty  doubled — though  a  lar^e  portion  of  it  mast 
be  imported  in  any  case — in  order  to  give  an 
unnecessarily  high  protection  to  the  paper- 
makers.  That  it  ia  unQeces^nh\jM^I»  sbowB 
by.  the  fact  that  a  raki^if  inllr^a  t^TA  many 
years    in    New    Sonth    Wales    without  any 
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protection.  We  hope,  thexef  ore,  jroa  will  see  your 
way  to  assist  in  mtviog   the   doty   on  paper, 
"  Blown  sugar  (grey,  blue  and  other  tints)  and 
Fruit  Bag  Paper,"  rednced  to  (he  oM  rate  of 
js.  per  cwt.     Far  more  serious  to  us  than  the 
increase  in  duty  on  paper  is  the  alteration  of 
Che  duty  on  paper  bags.      This  was  formerly 
$s.  per  cwt.,  which  allowed  us  a  margin  of  as. 
per  cwt.  over  the  protection  of  3s.  on  paper. 
This  is  now  altered  to  35  per  cent,  on  English 
manufactured  bags,  and  30  per  cent,  on  foreign. 
What  is  the  result  ?  Grey  and  brown  sugar  bags, 
which  form  the  larger  proportion  of  our,  and 
many     other,    manufacturers'    ontpnt    can  be 
bought  in  Lcmdon  at  from  8s.  to  los.  per  cwt. ; 
so  that  the  duty  on  these  will  be  reduced  from 
js.  per  cwt.  to  as.  to  as.  6d.  less  than  half, 
-while  the  duty  on  paper^  of  which  they  are 
made,  is  to  he  doubled,  viz.,  raised  from  3s. 
to  6s.  per  cwt.     The  result  of  this  will  be  to 
do  away  with  the  present  protection  both  to  the 
paper    mills     ana     the    paper-bag    makers ; 
as,  unless  the  mills  reduce  their  present  prices, 
which  they  say  they  caanM  nfFord  to  do,  it  will 
pay  the  makers  of  such  bags  better  to  stop 
making  and  import,  thus  throwing  a  large  num* 
ber  of  hands  out  of  employment.     We  should 
suggest  that,  as  the  present  Tariff  has  worked 
satisfactorily,  the  duties  on   paper  -  and  bags 
should  be  as  before,  3s.  and  5s.  per  cwt,  re- 
Kpectively;  but  if  this  cannot  be  secured,  at 
least  the  dutjr  on  bags  sliotild  be  at  a  fixed 
rate  per  cwt.j  as  that  on   paper  is,  not  ad 
ttalarem ;  and  that  the  same  proportion  should 
be  maintained  between  the  two  as  under : — 

Paper.  Bags, 
per  cwt.  per  cwt. 


6s.  8d. 
8s.  4d. 


Old  Tariff  (1901)  ...         ...  3s. 

If  increased  is.  on  paper  ...  4s. 

7f  increased  as.  on  paper  ...  5s. 
If  increased   3$.   on  paper 

as  proposed        ...  ...  6s.      lOS.  od. 

Sir  WiLLUH  Lyne. — I  have  a  memo- 
randum here  to  move  that  the  duties  tn 
l)ags  be  increased  to  iis.  and  xos. 

Colonel  FOXTON.— I  do  not  know 
what  protection  the  duty  gives  to  tHe 
maker  of  paper.  My  proposal  would  give 
continued  emploj  ment  to  a  large  number 
in  the  bag-making  industry,  uid  would,  I 
imagine,  though,  personally,  I  do  not 
knon',  give  some  protecticm,  at  all  events, 
to  the  paper-mating  industry.  Fnxn  the 
point  of  view  of  the  employment  given,  the 
paper-bag  industry  is  much  more  im- 
Txvtant  than  the  paper-making  industry; 
and  it  is  necessary,  therefore,  that  tfie 
former  should  have  this  modicum  of  pro- 
tecticm.  There  is  a  further  passage  in  the 
letter,  as  follows— 

It  is  important  to  note  in  this  couiexion,  that 
6s.  per  cwt.  on  paper  was  the  rate  of  the  old 
Victorian  Tariff  previous  to  190T,  and  that  in 
thnt  Tariff  the  duty  on  paper  bags  was  los. 
per  cwt.,  the  same  as  we  now  suggest,  in  the 
event  of  the  6s.  duty  being  retained  on  paper. 

If  it  is  necessary  to  raise  the  duty  in  the 
case  of  the  paper-making  industry,  it  is 


also  necessary,  in  the  interests  of  the 
general  community,  and  of  a  large  niunber 
of  workers,  that  the  duties  in  connexion 
with  the  paper-bag  maidng  industries  should 
be  {MOfxwtionately  raised. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [8.29].— We 
ought  to  have  more  informaticHi  to  justify 
the- doubling  of  the  duty  on  the  raw  ma- 
terial of  the  paper-bag  maker.  I  desire 
to  see  some  protection  given  to  the  paper- 
making  industry,  but  we  have  heard  i>o- 
thing  to  show  that  more  than  the  old  duty 
is  necessar)'.  It  is  very  clear  that  if  the 
duty  be  so  excessive  as  to  make  impcMtation 
the  more  advantageous,  the  industry  will 
not  be  enootiraged.  We  ought  to  have 
some  infwmatiofi  from  the  Tieastner  to 
jtntify  us  in  doid>Iing  tb^  eziAing  rate  of 
duty. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.30].—!  explained  just  now  that 
when  we  come  to  deal  with  the  question  of 
bags  I  intend  to  propose  increased  duties. 

Mr.  Spence. — That  will  have  the  effect 
of  increasing  the  price  of  bags. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  think 
that  it  will.  If  the  bag-makers  get  a 
larger  measure  of  protection  the  bags  will 
not  be  any  deam  than  they  are  now.  The 
Government  have  merely  adopted  the  re- 
commendation of  the  A  section  of  the  Tariff 
Commission. 

Mr.  Wilson. — ^That  section  does  not  re- 
coounend  a  duty  of  10s.  per  cwt.  upon 
bags. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  recommends 
a  duty  of  6s.  ,per  cwt.  upon  browns  and 
sugar  and  fruit  bag  paper. 

Mr.  Wilson. — What  is  its  recommenda- 
tion in  regard  to  bags? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  has  made  no 
recommendation. 

Mr.  Wilson. — It  has  recommended  25 
per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  stands  to 
reastm  that  if  we  increase  the  duty  upon 
the  paper  we  must  also  increase  the  dut}- 
upon  tags.  The  proposal  that  I  have  pro- 
mised to  suteiit  is  rendered  necessary  by 
the  fact  that  we  must  preserve  a  margin 
in  favour  of  those  who  desire  to  manufac- 
ture bags  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — But  why  in- 
crease the  duty  upon  paper  so  enormously? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Honorable 
members  are  discussing  this  question  a 
little  bit  prematurely.  Let  us  first  insert 
the  words  which  I  have/airej^v^rpposed. 

Mr.  JoHNsoi^.'aiiim^^^^2gT^uce  the 
duties. 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— We  aie  not 
going  to  reduce  them. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [8.33].— The 
Committee  has  already  rejected  a  proposal 
to  extend  any  protection  to  paper  manufac- 
turers in  respect  of  certain  other  lines. 
This  class  of  paper  is  being  made  here 
under  the  ofper ation  of  a  duty  of  3s.  per 
cwt.  Yet  the  Government  now  propose  to 
increase  that  rate  to  65.  per  cwt  without 
assigning  any  reas(xi  whatever  for  their  ac- 
tion. 

Mr.  Mathews. — I  will  give  the  honor- 
able member  a  reaac»i. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  honorable  member 
is  not  the  Treasurer.  To  say  that  because 
the  duty  upon  paper  has  been  raised  to  6s. 
per  cwt.  we  must  necessarily  increase  the 
rate  upon  bags  to  los.  per  cwt,  is  no 
answer  to  my  questicMi.  I  should  like  to 
bear  the  honorable  member  for  Bendi^, 
who  was  Chairman  of  the  Tariff  Conunis- 
sion,  throw  some  light  upon  this  subject. 
To  me  it  does  not  apipear  that  any  reason 
has  been  assigned  for  increasing  the  duty 
upon  paper  from  3s.  to  6s.  per  cwt. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [8.35].— I  think 
that  6s.  per  cwt.  is  rather  a  high  impost  to 
levy  upwi  this  class  of  paper.  If  the  first 
amendment  be  defeated  I  shall  be  prepared 
to  move  that  the  duty  under  the  general 
Tariff  be  5s.  per  cwt,  and  under  the  pre- 
ferential Tariff  4s.  66.  per  cwt  It  is  only 
right  that  all  industries  should  receive  a 
fair  amount  of  protecticwi. 

Amendment  (Sir  William  Lyke's) 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  WYNNE  (Balaclava)  [8.37].— I 
think  that  the  duties  proposed  upon  the 
paper  enumerated  in  this  paragraph  are  too 
high.  In  this  connexion  we  have  to  con- 
sider the  interests  of  the  small  shopkeepers. 
I  know  that  in  Victoria  the  industry  of  bag- 
making  has  been  a  remunerative  one  under 
the  old  rates.  But  confectioners  have  com- 
plained that  they  are  unable  to  sell  their 
goods  at  a  reasonable  profit  on  account  of 
the  increase  in  the  duty  upon  bags. 

Mr.  Page. — Thev  weigh  them  with  the 
lollies. 

Mr.  WYNNE.— But  under  the  Govern- 
ment pronosal  the  duty  upon  paper-bags 
will  be  far  heavier  than  that  upon  sweets. 
Consequently,  if  confectioners  weigh  the 

liacs  with  the  sweets  thev  will  lose  monev. 

Mr.  Page. — Can  the  honorable  member 
get  lollies  for  6s.  6d.  per  cwt.  ? 

Mr.  WYNNE.— But  the  bags  made  from 
this  class  of  paper  weigh  verv  heavv.  Bv 
agreeing  to  the  Government  proposal  we 


shall  be  placing  upon  the  retailers  a  charge 
which  they  will  not  be  able  to  pass  on  to 
their  customers.  Consequently  it  will  fall 
very  heavily  upon  the  small  men.  I  would 
further  point  out  that  very  few  paper-bags 
are  imported.  The  total  value  of  our  im- 
ports under  this  heading  is  only  about 
;^3,ooo  annually.  If  we  increase  the  duty 
uf-on  bags  to  4s.  6d.  per  cwt.  under  the 
general  Tariff,  and  to  4s.  per  cwt.  under 
the  Tariff  for  the  United  Kingdom — an 
increase  of  50  per  cent. — I  am  sure  that 
that  will  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[8- 39]- — I  would  point  out  that  in  1906  we 
imported  4,542  tons  of  brown  sugar  paper 
of  the  value  of  j£65,g20,  and  during  the 
first  six  months  of  the  present  year  we  im- 
ported 2,419  tons,  valued  at  ;fc34,853.  It 
will  thus  be  seen  that  we  annually  import 
nearly  ;^7o,ooo  worth  of  this  paper.  That 
fact  in  itself — seeing  that  we  have  mills  in 
every  State  of  the  Commonwealth  o^Ue 
of  producing  this  parHcular  paper — demon- 
strates that  the  ensting  duty  is  not  suffi- 
ciently hig^i.  Of  course,  if  we  increase  the 
duty  upon  paper  it  will  be  necessary  to  in- 
crease that  upon  bags.  In  New  Zealand  the 
duty  upon  brown  sugar  paper  is  7s.  6d.  per 
cwt.,  and  that  upon  bags  iis.  3d.  per  cwt 
The  Treasurer's  proposals,  therefore,  are 
less  than  the  New  Zealand  rates.  In  view 
of  the  fact  that  this  class  of  paper  can  be 
manufactured  in  every  State,  the  Commit- 
tee may  very  well  assent  to  those  proposals. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [8.41!- 
The  question  of  the  duty  upon  paper-bags 
is  one  that  seriously  affects  a  large  number 
of  deserving  persons  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth. It  affects  shopkeepers,  con- 
fectioners, grocers  and  others  who  have  to 
give  awav  these  bags  w'ith  the  goods  that 
they  sell. 

Mr.  Stobser. — They  do  not  pve  them 

away ;  they  weigh  them  in  with  the  goods. 

Mr.  WILSON. — In  many  cases  thev  do 
not.  The  honorable  member  for  Mel- 
bourne Ports  has  argued  in  favour  of  ab- 
solute prohibition.  Because  paper-bags  are 
imported  he  declares  that  we  ought  to  raise 
the  duty  upon  them  to  such  a  noint  as 
would  exclude  them.  That  is  no  argument 
for  the  advancement  of  the  country.  It  is 
a  positively  ridiculous  statement  We  must 
permit  a  certain  amount  of  competition, 
otherwise  the  industry  will  be  injured. 
Under  the  old  rale  of  3s.  per  cwt.  this 
brown  sugar  paper  has  been  manufactured 
in  the  Commonwealth.     We  have  also  been 


Tariff. 


[9  Decebcbek,  1907.] 


(Item  3&2g). 


7219 


manufacturing  the  bags.  As  the  honor- 
able member  for  Brislxuie  has  pointed  out, 
there  must  be  a  cmsiderable  differentiation 
between  the  duty  ixpon  paper  and  that 
upon  bags,  because  the  former  is  the  raw 
material  of  the  bag-makers.  Hitherto  we 
have  made  the  raw  material  of  industries 
dutiable  at  15  per  cent.  The  Govern- 
ment, however,  now  {Mropose  a  duty  of  6s. 
6d.  per  cwt.  upon  the  raw  material  and 
duties  of  only  30  and  25  per  cent,  upon  the 
finished  product. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  Treasurer  has  noti- 
fied  his  intenticm  to  move  for  an  increase  of 
those  ad  valorem  rates. 

Mr.  WILSON.— When  the  honorable 
member  for  Darling  asked  him  what  was 
the  recOTimendation  of  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion in  respect  of  bags,  what  did  our  cun- 
ning Treasurer  do?  He  looked  at  his 
Tariff,  noticed  that  the  Commission  had 
recommended  a  duty  of  only  25  per  cent., 
and  accordingly  remained  silent  upon  the 
pmnt.  I  noticed  a  twinkle  in  his  eye  as 
be  observed  the  recanmend^tion  of  25 
per  coit,  but  he  would  not  tell  the  hcm- 
ixable  member  for  Darling  that  the  A  sec- 
ti<»i  of  the  Tariff  Cmnmisston  had  reccm- 
mended  a  duty  of  6s.  per  cwt.  on  the  raw 
material  of  the  bag  manufacturer,  and  that 
the  duty  cm  the  finished  bags  should  be 
reduced  by  one-half. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Is  the  honorable 
member  going  to  help  us  to  wipe  out  the 
anomaly  ? 

Mr.  WILSON. — I  want  to  show  the 
honorable  gentleman  where  the  anomalies 
are.  Is  it  not  an  anomaly  that  the  A 
section  of  the  Tariff  Conmiission  should 
recommend  that  the  duty  on  raw  material 
should  be  increased  bv  100  per  cent.,  and 
the  duty  on  the  finished  bags  decreased  by 
50  per  cent.  ?  Obviously,  it  shows  that 
they  did  not  consider  the  relationship  be- 
tween the  iwo  items,  and  in  the  circum- 
stances the  C(»nmittee  should  pause  before 
it  accepts  either  recommendaticHi.  I  thfnk 
that  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Balaclava,  that  the  duty  should  be  fixed 
at  4s.  6d.  and  4s.  per  cwt.,  is  a  fair  rom- 
promise,  and  if  the  Treasurer  is  not  pre- 
pared to  accept  that  he  is  verv  f^reedv. 
Surely  he  cannot  expect  us  to  double  the 
dutv  on  the  bags?  If  we  did  so,  it  would 
do  harm  to  a  very  large  number  of  de- 
serving persons. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Why  does  not  the  hon- 
orable member  support  the  recommendation 
of  the  Tariff  Commission? 


Mr.  WILSON.— If  I  did  I  would  be 
noting  to  bring  about  an  anomaly,  the  verj- 
thing  I  was  elected  to  prevent.  I  am 
surprised  at  the  hcHiorable  member  trying 
to  lead  me  astray.  I  trust  that  be  will 
yet  look  into  the  matter,  and  see  that  tiie 
duties  on  the  papers  for  bag-making  and 
the  bags  are  properly  adjusted  one  to  the 
other. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [8.49]. — A  large  proportion  of 
these  bags  are  imported  and  are  made  of  a 
paper  which  our  mills  do  not  make.  ] 
have  received  from  the  trade  a  ccmmuni- 
cation,  in  which  this  passage  occurs — 

It  does  not  seem  to  us  that  any  benefit  will 
result  by  putting  sucb  a  heavy  impost  on  bag 
papers.  Paper  known  as  "kraflft"  is  generally 
used  for  this  purpose,  and  cannot  be  made  in 
Aiutralia.  Krafft  paper  U  only  made  io 
northern  Europe.  llioiisandf  of  tooi  are  leat 
annually  to  the  United  States,  sbowioff  that  It 
cannot  be  made  even  in  America,  neiuter  is  it 
made  in  England. 

We  are  asked  to  put  a  tremendous  impost 
nn  that  paper.  The  faraiorable  member 
for  Melbourne  Ports  has  said  that  in 
Xew  2^aland  the  duty  on  paper  is  7s.  6d. 
per  cwt.,  but  I  think  that  he  has  made 
u  mistake. 

Mr.  Mathews. — No;  that  will  come 
into  force  in  Februarv. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— No.  1 
have  a  copy  of  the  Tariff  which  has  just 
Iieen  passed;  and  I  find  that  the  duty 
on  paper  bags,  not  paper,  is  7s.  6d.  per 
cwt. 

Mr.  Mathews. — No;  it  is  iis.  3d.  per 
cwt.  on  paper  bags. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Item  156 
in  the  New  Zealand  Tariff  reads — *'  Paper 
bags,  coarse,  including  sugar  bags,  7s.  6d. 
per  cwt."  In  New  Zealand,  as  in  Aus- 
tralia, the  larger  quantity  of  the  imported 
bags  is  made  of  a  paper  which  is  not  made 
locally,  and  also  a  large  proportion  of 
paper  which  is  imported  for  bag-making  is 
not  made  locally.  So  in  item  156  of  it* 
Tariff  New  Zealand  imposes  a  duty  of 
7s.  6d.  jwr  cwt.  on  "  paper  bags,  coarse, 
including  .sugar  bags,"  and  in  item  157  a 
duty  of  ss.  per  cwt.  011  paper,  that  's, 
trapping  paper  of  all  kinds;  while  in 
item  165  it  h'vies  a  dutv  of  25  per  cent,  on 
■'  paper  bags  n.o.e.."  namelv,  all  hut  tht 
rears'*  i-ajjfr  h.igs.  on  whirh  the  dutv  of 
7s.  6d.  per  cwt.  is  fixed.  The  Parlia- 
ment of  Xew  Zealand  recognised  thai 
a  large  pro[K>rtiDn..o^.  ttfe^pfluifmlwhich  ii 
imported  for  tR^'^'^mg^N^^^SSgl^  madf 
within  the  Dominion.    Nor  can  :t  be  niadi 


7220 


Tariff         [REPRESENTATIVES.]  (Paper). 


in  Australia.  That  largely  accounts  for 
our  importations  of  a  peculiar  paper  which, 
while  light,  is  yet  strcmg  and  tough.  I 
agree  with  honorable  members  that  the  re- 
lationship of  these  duties  is  not  fair  to  the 
manufacturer  of  bags ;  and  although  I  am 
a  free-trader  I  object  more  to  a  protec- 
tion that  jH-otects  the  outside  manufacturer 
than  to  a  protection  which  protects  the  in- 
side manu^cturer.  This  duty  is  a  ixotec- 
ticm  to  the  outade  manufacture.  Under 
a  duty  of  3s.  per  cwt.  the  mills  have  been 
turning  out  a  large  quantity  of  these  papers, 
and  no  reason  has  been  given  why  the  duty 
should  be  increased.  I  shall  vc^e  for  the 
amendment  foreshadowed  by  the  hcmorable 
member  for  Brisbane,  and  try  to  get  the  duty 
on  the  paper  brought  as  nearly  as  I  can  to 
the  old  rate.  After  that  I  shall  vote  pro- 
portionately as  regards  the  duty  on  the 
paper  bags.  We  ought  to  recognise,  as  in 
New  Zealand,  that  it  is  only  the  coarser 
paper  for  bags  which  is  made  here,  and 
^at  there  is  a  certain  quality  which  is  not 
even  made  ia  America  or  Great  Britain,  but 
is  imported  largely  to  those  countries  for 
making  bags. 

Mr.  POVNTOX  (Grey)  [8.54].— I  have 
received  a  copy  of  the  circular  which  in 
October  last  was  addressed  to  the  Minister 
of  Trade  and  Cust(xns  by  the  South  Aus- 
tralian Master  Printers'  and  .-Olied  Trades' 
Association.  Thev  point  out  that  "  white 
sulphid?"  and  "  krafft  brown"  papers, 
which  are  largely  used  in  Australia,  are  not 
made  locally.  They  .ilsr>  mention  that 
sugar  paper  in  grev  bine  and  other  tints 
costs  about  per  tnn  in  the  T)ld  Country, 
suggest  that  a  duty  of  6s.  6d.  on  the  Home 
cost  is  unreasonable,  and  show  that  a  dutv 
of  5s.  per  cwt.  gives  a  protection  of  33^ 
per  cent,  to  the  mills.  Thev  further  state 
that  the  Australian  mills  make  only  a  few 
grades  of  paper,  and  that  there  is  a  large 
quantity  of  paper  which  must  be  imported 
in  the  interests  of  the  makers  of  paper 
bags.  They  sutanit  that  a  duty  of 
3s.  per  cwt.  is  ample  in  the  case 
of  fruit  bags,  sugar  bags,  or  brown 
bags.  They  allege  that  the  old  duty 
gave  ample  protection.  If  the  Ccan- 
mittee  impose  a  duty  of  6s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
on  material  which  costs  frtan  j£S  to  j£g  a 
ton,  it  will  be  prohibitive,  and  do  con- 
siderable injury  to  the  manufacturers  of 
paper  bags.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the 
Committee  increase  the  duty  on  the  bags  it 
will  penalize  the  users  of  them,  especially 
so  if  the  material  cannot  be  made,  oc  is  not 
being  made,  in  Australia.   It  will  beccxne  a 


revenue  duty,  which  must  be  passed  oa. 
The  <xily  sensible  plan  is  to  reduoe  the 
duty  CXI  the  first  item,  and  leave  a  fair 
margin  to  the  bag-makers. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber mean  to  say  that  this  paper  cannot  be 
made  in  Austridia? 

Mr.  POYNTON.— That  statement  was 
made,  not  by  me,  but  by  the  South 
Australian  Master  Printers'  and  Allied 
Trades'  Association,  who  surely  should 
know  what  they  are  talking  about.  It  must 
be  patent  to  honorable  members  that  a  re- 
duction of  the  dutv  is  necessary. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.58]. — In  1901  the  original  duty 
imposed  on  this  item  was  6s.  per  art.  In 
Victoria  the  duty  was  68.;  in  New  Zea- 
land it  was  5s.,  and  pretty  well  the  same 
proporti(Hi  was  maintained  in  Canada  and 
the  United  States.  I  intend  to  propose 
that  the  duty  cm  brown  paper  be  53^  in  the 
general  Tariff  and  4s.  6d.  in  the  prefer- 
ential Tariff,  as  suggested  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Bass.  And  when  we  come  to 
deal  with  bags,  I  intend  to  propose  an 
addition  of  2s.  per  cwt.  on  each  item,  in 
order  to  give  about  the  same  protecticMi  u» 
is  given  in  New  Zealand.  That  will  re- 
duce the  duty  on  each  item  to  that  whidi 
was  intended  or  proposed.  Afto'  listening 
to  the  debate,  it  seems  to  me  that  a  fHO- 
portion  should  be  maintained.  The  duty 
of  6s.  6d.  per  cwt.  as  pn^x>5ed  was,  per- 
haps, a  little  too  high. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson-— Fix  the  duties 
in  the  paragraph  at  4s.  6d.  and  4s. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No;  X  prefer 
the  duties  to  be  fixed  at  ss.  and  4s.  6d.,  and 
on  the  other  two  items  I  intend  to  prc^xne 
that  the  duties  tie  fixed  at  7s.  and  6s.  6d. 
per  CTvt.,  which  will  be  lower  than  the  rate 
in  New  Zealand.  I  am  reminded  that 
these  papers  are  being  made  in  Australia. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — Na 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  informed 
that  they  are  being  made  both  in  Melfaoume 
and  Sydney.  I  think  that  I  am  treating 
the  CcMnmittee  very  fairly  in  agreeing  to 
duties  below  the  present  rates  in  New 
Zealand  in  both  cases. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — Why  does  not  the 
Ministw  accept  the  proposal  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Balaclava  that  the  duties 
be  4s.  6d.  and  4s.  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— Why  should 
we  make  our  rates  lower  than  that  of  New 
Zealand  and  lower  than  ite^^^j^orian 
rate,  which  was  6s.? 
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Mr.    Johnson. — Three    shillings  has 
proved  ample  for  all  purposes. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No,  it  has  not. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  (Oxley)  [9.2}-- 
The  duties  as  proposed  in  the  Tariff  are 
6s.  6d.  and  6s.,  which  are  extraordinarily 
high.  The  Treasuro:  has  agreed  to  reduce 
them  to  5s.  and  4s.  6d.  But  he  might 
reasonably  accept  the  amendment  of  the 
hcxKM-able  member  f<M:  Balaclava. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Our  duty  ought  to 
be  higher  than  that  of  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  —  What  have  we 
to  do  with  New  Zealand  i  A  short  time 
ago  a  committee  of  commercial  mwi  was 
appointed  in  Sydney  to  report  on  various 
matters  connected  with  the  Tariff.  In  their 
report  on  this  particular  matter  thev  say — 

The  propofled  tax  of  6s.  6d.  |>er  cwt.  as 
Bgainit  3s.  per  cwt.  m  tbe  old  Tariff  is  a  per- 
centagc  tluit  U  eltc^ther  out  of  proportion  to 
even  the  requlremcDts  of  the  maaufacturers. 
On  some  papers  it  means  a  duty  of  75  per 
cent. ;  and  is  a  prohibitive  duty  on  an  enor- 
mous quantity  of  bag-making  paper  that  cannot 
pCHiibly  be  made  in  the  Commonwealth.  It 
also  tends  to  place  the  ordinary  bag-maker  ab- 
solutely at  the  mercy  of  the  paper  merchant 
and  the  paper  manufacturer ;  the  latter  especi- 
ally (in  lines  that  he  can  manufacture),  is  able 
to  quote  his  made  bags  at  a  price  which,  when 
compared  with  his  quotations  to  the  bag-maker 
for  paper,  leaves  the  latter  no  option  but  to 
go  out  of  the  business.  Three  shiUings  per 
cwt.  should  be  an  ample  duty  on  these  lines. 
No  bag-making  papers  are  imported  from  Great 
Britain, 

I  will  gladly  vote  fot  the  amendment 
foreshadowed  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Balaclava,  although  I  had  intended  to 
support  that  suggested  by  the  h(»iorable 
member  for  Brisbane. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [9.5].— The  hon- 
orable member  for  Brisbane  made  a  great 
mistake  in  saying  that  these  goods  cannot 
be  made  in  Australia.  I  am  sorry  that 
I  cannot  take  him  down  to  the  Geelong 
Paper  Mills,  where  I  have  actually  seen 
the  papers  in  question-  being  manufactured. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — Not  all  of  them. 
Scnne  of  them  cannot  even  be  made  in  the 
United  States,  and  have  to  be  imported 
from  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— That  is  a  dreadful 
thing !  A  little  while  ago  they  could  not 
manufacture  eucalyptus  oil  in  the  United 
States,  but  was  that  a  reason  why  we 
should  not  make  it  in  Australia?  Because 
America  cannot  manufacture  an  article,  is 
that  a  reason  why  Australia  cannot?  I 
know  that  these  goods  are  made  in  Geelong, 
and  I  believe  that  they  are  also  made 
in  Sydney.  The  South  Australian  printers, 
whose  opmim  has  bera  quoted  by  the  hon- 


orable member  for  Grey,  are  blind  to  what 
is  being  done  in  Australia.  We  do  not 
find  the  Victorian  Printers'  AssociaticHi, 
who  live  on  the  spot  where  the  goods  art 
manufactured,  saying  that  they  cannot  be 
made  here.  They  recommend  the  acoepU 
ance  of  the  proposed  duties. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — ^The  duties  do  ncft 
affect  the  printers  a  bit. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— If  the  duties  do  not 
affect  the  printers,  why  was  such  an  appeal 
made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Grey 
on  behalf  of  the  South  Australian  printers, 
who  are  asking  that  the  duties  shall  be  re- 
duced? The  h(»x>rable  member  for  North 
Sydney  has  said  that  we  should  not  pro- 
tect outsiders.  I  agree  with  him.  I  urge 
the  Government  to  allow  the  duty  to  remain 
as  it  stands,  and  to  increase  the  duty  on 
bags  to  about  double  what  is  at  present 
prop(wed.  I  wish  to  appeal  to  those  who 
are  in  favour  of  good  wages  being  paid, 
and  short  hours  of  labour  worked,  to  sup- 
pOTt  these  duties.  We  have  lately  had  an 
example  of  the  good  effects  of  the  new  pro- 
tection, which  honorable  membCTS  opposite 
seem  glad  to  talk  about  without  doing 
much  to  pranote  when  thev  have  an  oppor- 
tunity. In  consequence  of  the  imposition 
of  these  duties  the  mills  of  Geelong  have 
been  able  to  reduce  the  hours  of  labour 
fr«n  sixty  per  week  to  forty-eight  without 
a  reduction  of  the  wages  of  the  workmen, 
and  I  am  ^lad  to  be  able  to  publicly  state 
that  the  directors  have  promised  me  that 
that  shall  be  a  permanent  reductiwi  of 
hours. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Thev  were  too  long 
before.  Surely  that  state  of  things  did  not 
exist  in  the  htwiorable  member's  electorate  ? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  am  sorry  it  did. 
Forty-eight  hours  is  long  enough  for  any 
man.  It  existed  under  the  Tariff 
proposed  by  the  Government  to  which 
the  right  honorable  member  belonged. 
The  duty  was  so  low  that  it  was 
impossible  to  reduce  the  hours  of  labour. 
But  thfey  have  been  reduwd  under  the  pre- 
sent Tariff.  Seeing  that  that  has  been  the 
effect  of  increased  duties,  I  trust  that  the 
Committee  will  not  reduce  them. 

Mr.  WYNNE  (Balaclava)  [9.10].— Fer 
sonally,  I  do  not  mind  whether  the  dutv 
in  the  first  column  is  made  4s.  6d.  or  ^s. 
But  why  should  we  not  insert  a  new  para- 
graiA  providing  that,  while  the  duties  wi 
brown  and  sugar  grey,  bJue,^aiwLlfeer  tints 
shall  be  5s.  and  48.  '«ft?M!tSJldn  white 
sulphide  and  krafft  brown,  which  cannot 
be  made  bene,  shall  be  4s*  and  3s.  ? 
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Mr.  Crouch. — The  consequence  would 
be  that  papers  imp(»ted  at  the  lower  duties 
would  be  used,  and  we  should  not  have  the 
brown  made  here  at  all. 

Mr.  WYNNE.— White  sulphide  and 
krafft  brown  can  only  be  used  for  fruit 
bags  and  similar  purposes.  We  do  not 
want  to  put  duties  on  the  raw  material  of 
the  bagmaker.  I  do  not  object  to  higher 
duties  on  the  other  varieties. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [9.12].— Before 
Federaticm  the  duty  oa  bags  in  Queensland 
was  8s.  per  cwt.,  and  in  South  Australia 
and  Victoria  los.  Therefore,  if  the  Min- 
ister agrees  to  make  the  duties  7s.  and 
6s.  6d.,  they  will  be  much  lower  than  they 
were  before  Federation  in  the  three  States 
I  have  named. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— In  Tasmania 
the  duty  was  20s.,  in  Western  Australia  15 
per  cent.,  and  in  New  South  Wales  the 
goods  were  free. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [p-i^l— 
In  Sydney  there  is  a  large  paper  mill  in 
Moore-street,  at  which  blues,  greys,  and 
wrapping  paper  are  very  largely  made.  A 
witness,  representing  the  mill,  appeared  be- 
fore the  Commission,  and  informed  us  that 
it  was  an  established  fact  that,  notwith- 
standing the  duty  of  ;£$  per  ton  on  wrap- 
ping paper,  it  could  be  landed  in  Sydney 
from  Germany,  Sweden,  and  other  foreign 
countries  at  about  jf,2  per  ton  cheaper  than 
the  cost  existing*  prior  to  the  formation  of 
the  present  Tariif.  The  witness  conse- 
quently claimed  consideration  against  this 
fierce  competition.  He  particularly  drew 
attention  to  the  fact  that  this  printing 
paper,  which  we  have  made  free,  and 
which  is  made  free  under  the  character 
and  in  the  name  of  printing  paper,  is  often 
brought  into  use  as  wrapping  paper.  I 
should  like  the  Minister  to  consult  his 
officers  about  this  question,  and  to  »«: 
whether  some  strict  definition  of  printing 
paper  cannot  be  introduced  into  the  Tariff. 
I  think  that  it  is  possible  to  provide  that 
free  printing  pap»  should  not  be  allowed 
to  be  used  as  paper  for  wrapping  purposes. 
I  also  think  that  the  manufacturers  should 
receive  consideration  for  their  wrapping 
paper.  In  the  meantime,  I  am  disposed  to 
think,  on  re-perusing  the  evidence,  that  6s. 
per  cwt.  for  these  papers  is  too 
high.  I  am  disposed  to  .irrept  the  Minis- 
ter's suggestion,  an.l  to  bring  it  down  a 
little. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9.15]  — The  evidence  just  read  by 
the  honorable  manber  for  Bendigo  sup- 
~-  *s  my  propositioiL    It  shows  that  the 


imported  paper  can  be  sold  at  j£2  per  ton 
less  than  the  price  of  the  locally-manufac- 
tured paper.  The  increased  duty  which  I 
propose,  namely,  55.  per  cwt,  instead  of 
3s.  per  cwt.  in  Ihe  case  of  general  im- 
ports, will  make  good  that  diiference. 

Mr.  WYNNE  (Balaclava)  [9.16]— I 
propose  to  move  that  the  words  "  Frmt-bag 
Paper"  be  left  out,  and  that  we  insert 
another  paragraph,  providing  that  white 
sulphide  and  krafft  brown  paper  for  bag- 
making  be  dutiable  at  4s.  and  3s.  per  cwt. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— We  have  already 
carried  a  later  amendment,  which  renders 
it  impcKsible  for  the  honorable  member  to 
sutxnit  that  suggested  by  him. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9.18]. — Since  the  suggestion  was 
made,  I  have  oxisulted  the  officers  of  the 
Department,  who  tell  me  that  it  would  be 
almost  impossible,  as  proposed  by  the  hon- 
orable member,  to  separate  the  papers. 
The  work  would  be  so  difficult  that  they 
urged  me  not  to  agree  to  such  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Wynne. — Then  I  shall  not  ptest  it. 

Colonel  FOXTON  (Brisbane)  [9.19].— 
By  way  of  explanation,  I  should  like  to 
point  out  that  under  the  old  Queensland 
Tariff  this  paper  came  under  the  heading 
of  "  Paper,  E.O.E."— except  otherwise 
enumerated — and  was  dutiable  at  5  per 
cent,  ad  valorem.  Paper  bags  not  printed 
were  dutiable  at  8s.  per  cwt.,  while  paper 
bags  printed  were  dutiable  at  12s.  6d.  per 
cwt. 

Mr.    JOSEPH    COOK  (Parramatta) 

[9.20]. — I  move — • 

That  after  the  figures  "6s.  6d."  the  words 
"and  on  aad  after  10th  December,  1907,  pe- 
cwt.  (General  Tariff),  45.  6d.,"  be  inserted. 

If  that  amendment  be  carried,  1  shall 
move  that  the  duty  on  imports  from  the 
United  Kingdtxn  be  45.  per  cwt. 

Question  put.    The  Commitee  divided. 

Ayes      ...  ...  ...  18 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  ay 


Majority 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  R. 
Fisbcr,  A. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Fuller.  O.  W. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 

iohnion,  W.  E. 
bidden,  F. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 


AYIS. 

Poynton,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugatd 
Thomson,  Jolui 
Wilson,  J.  G.  ' 

TelUri: 
Atkinson,  L. 
Bowden,  £.  K. 
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Catts,  J.  H. 
Chanter,  J.  U. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fraier,  C.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Mahon,  H. 


Nois. 

MatbewB,  J. 
M  auger,  S. 
Page.  J. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Tudor,  F.  G, 
Watkins,  D. 
Wise.  G.  H. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers  : 
Cook,  Hume 
Foster,  F.  ]. 


Paus. 


Groom,  L.  E. 
Balchelor,  E.  L. 
McDouRall,  J.  K. 
Hall.  D.  R. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Watson.  J.  C. 
Cnrr,  E.  S. 
Fairbairn,  G. 
O'Malley,  King 
Webster,  W. 


McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Clynn,  P.  McM. 
Fvsh,  Sir  Philip 
Re  d,  G.  H. 
LivinfTston,  }. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Willis,  Henry 
Brown,  Tillev 
Fowier,  J.  M. 
'  Brown,  Thomai 
Wilks,  W.  H. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment   (by   Sir   Wiluam  Lyne) 

agreed  to — 

That  after  the  figures  "6b.  6d."  the  words 
"and  on  and  after  loth  December,  1907,  per 
cwt.  (General  Tariff),  fs.,"  be  inserted;  and 
:ifter  the  figures  "6s."  the  words  "and  on  and 
after  10th  December,  IQ07  (United  Kingdom), 
4s.  6d.,"  be  added. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  H.  Cartridge  and  Blotting,  per 
cwt.  (General  Tariff),  6s.  3d. ;  (United  Kipg- 
dom),  6s. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[9.24]. — I  intend  to  move — 

That  after  the  figures  "  6s.  3d."  the  words 
*'  and  on  and  after  10th  December,  1907,  per 
cH-t,  (General  Tariff),  4s.  gd.,"  be  inserted;  and 
after  the  figures  "6s."  the  words  "and  on  after 
loth  December,  1907  (United  Kingdom),  4s. 
;id.,"  be  added. 

This  will  be  a  reduction  in  proportion  to 
that  which  we  have  just  made  in  regard  to 
paragraph  g. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North  Syd- 
ney) [9.25]. — It  is  complained  by  some 
makers  of  envel<^>es  that  this  is  another 
case  in  whidi  the  duty  on  the  raw  material 
has  been  itx;reased  to  the  detriment  of  the 
manufactured  article.  They  assert  that 
the  duty  on  envelopes  is  not  more  than  the 
duty  on  cartridge  paper,  which  is  largely 
used  in  their  manufacture.  I  do  not  liiow 
to  what  extent  cartridge  paper  is  made 
here.  Can  the  Treasurer  explain  the  rea- 
son for  the  increase? 


Sir  William  Lyne.— The  protectiaiist 
section  of  the  Tariff  Ccanmission  recom- 
mended an  increase. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Perhaps 
the  honorable  member  for  Bendigo  will  be 
able  to  tell  us  whether  cartridge  paper  is 
made  here. 

Sir  John  Quick. — I  cannot  find  any  re- 
ference to  the  subject- 
Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  do  not 
think  that  it  is,  and  this  duty  is  said  to  be 
as  high  as,  if  not  higher  than,  the  duty  on 
envelopes. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Blotting-paper  is  made 
here. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am 
dealing  only  with  cartridge  paper.  I 
move — 

That  the  words  "and  Blotting"  be  left  out. 

If  the  amendment  be  agreed  to,  I  shall 
move  that  the  duty  on  cartridge  paper  under 
the  old  Tariff  be  adopted. 
*  Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9.29]. — Vndet  the  New  2^aland 
I'ariff  cartridge  paper  is  free,  but  Uotting- 
paper  is  dutiable  at  20  per  cent.  The 
departmental  officers  inform  me  that  both 
cartridge  and  blotting  paper  are  made  here. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Of  good  quality  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.- 1  do  not  know 
much  about  the  cartridge  paper,  but  I  have 
used  the  locally-made  blotting  paper,  and 
found  it  very  good. 

MiT.  Mahon. — It  is  very  inferior;  cme 
generally  has  to  re-cc^y  his  letters  after 
using  it 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVXE.— At  any  rate,  I 
am  willing  to  make  the  duties  5s.  and  4s., 
to  bring  them  into  harmony  with  those  in 
paragraph  g. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendments  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne) 
proposed — 

That  after  the  figures  "6s.  3d.,"  the  words 
"  and  on  and  after  loth  December,  1907^  per 
cwt.  (General  Tariff),  5s.,"  be  inserted ;  and 
that  after  the  figures  "6s.,"  the  words'"  and 
on  and  after  loth  December,  1907  (United 
Kingdom),  4s.  6d.,"  be  added. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [9.33].— Both 
blotting  and  cartridge  papers  are  made 
here ;  but  some  of  those  in  the  trade  have 
suggested  that  there  should  be  an  ad 
valorem  duty  of  20  per  cent,  cm  cartridge 
paper  and  a  fixed  duty  on  blotting  paper. 
I  am  not  sufficientlv  acquainted  with  the 
subject  to  know  what  is  best  to  be  done, 
but  I  should  like  the  Treasurer  to  cmsider 
the  matter.  i 

Sir  William  Linwi^Kd^Qgl^k  an 
alteration  necessary. 
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Amendments  agreed  to. 
Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 
Paragraph  I.    Strawboanit  per  cwt.  (Gcnetal 
Tariff),  28.  6d. ;  (United  KioKdom}.  u. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  (Cook)  [9.34].— I 
wish  to  know  if  the  Treasurer  will  agree  to 
reduce  the  proposed  rates  to  the  old  duty. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  was  is.  per 
cwt. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Yes.  Although  I 
do  not  wish  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee unduly,  I  am  in  a  ipositicMi  to  show 
that  the  local  manufacturer  of  strawboard. 
notwithstfuiding  his  promise  to  the  Tariff 
Commission  not  to  increase  the  price  of 
that  article  if  the  duty  were  increased,  has 
increased  it  to  an  amount  equivalent  to  the 
increase  in  the  duty ;  that  he  either  cannot 
or  will  not  supply  the  local  demands ;  that 
be  has  a  nxMiopoly ;  and  that  there  are 
very  few  hands  employed  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  strawboard,  the  article  being  made 
almost  entirely  by  machin^y.  In  ^Mxt, 'I 
can  make  out  a  good  case  f<»  the  reduction 
for  which  I  ask. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Is  not  one  of  the  biggest 
users  of  strawboard  located  in  the  Cook 
electorate  ? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Yes.  One  of  the 
largest  makers  of  cardboard  boxes,  of 
which  strawboard  is  the  raw  material,  is 
established  in  my  electorate.  The  old  duty 
of  IS.  per  cwt.  was  equivalent  to  an  ad 
valorem  rate  of  25  per  cent.,  while  the 
proposed  duty  of  2s.  6d.  per  cwt.  is  equiva- 
lent to  62!  iper  cent.  But  under  the  old 
rate  the  local  manufacturer  was  able  to 
increase  his  output;  and  that  he  had  a 
large  margin  of  profit  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that,  when  the  Tariff  Commission  w^e 
taking  evidence,  he  was  selling  strawboard 
in  Sydney  at  the  price  at  which  he  sold  it 
in  Melbourne,  notwithstanding  freight 
charges  amounting  to  i6s.  per  ton,  and 
other  charges  bringing  up  the  total  to 
per  ton.  If  the  Treasurer  will  meet  me  in 
this  matter,  I  shall  be  glad.  I  make  the 
request  as  one  who  has  given  him  a  good 
deal  of  support  in  connexion  with  the 
Tariff. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^The  honwable 
member  must  not  bargain. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— There  has  been  a 
good  deal  of  bargaining  already.  Members 
of  the  Opposition  have  declared  that,  in 
order  to  prevent  undue  discussion,  and  to 
lable  us  to  return  to  our  homes  by  Christ- 
■i,  they  would  accept  what  they  termed 
lir  thing;  and  now  I,  who  have  given 
Government  supp(»t,  ask  that  in  a 


matter  in  which  I  am  very  much  ctxicemed 
the  Treasurer  will  grant  a  request  for  a  re- 
duction. If  he  will  meet  me  in  this  matter, 
I  shall  sit  down,  but,  if  not,  I  shall  be 
compelled  to  show  the  Committee  what  a 
strong  case  there  is  for  reducing  the  pro- 
posed rates. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  cannot  ctrae  down 
to  the  old  duty. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS,— Then  I  had  better 
state  the  case  as  it  appears  to  me.  Althou^ 
the  Government  propose  a  preference  to 
Great  Britain,  in  1906,  as  a  reference  to 
page  4957  of  Volume  XXXIV.  of  Hansard 
will  show,  both  he  and  the  boncvable  mem- 
ber for  South  Sydney  agreed  that  straw- 
board  is  practically  not  made  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — It  is  not  really ; 
that  is,  not  very  mudi. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— No.  Consequently 
we  may  dismiss  the  proposed  preference 
in  favour  of  Gre^  Britain  as  likely  to  be 
inoperative,  and  we  can  regard  the  duty  for 
all  practical  purposes  as  that  set  down  in 
the  general  Tariff,  namely,  21,  6d.  per  cwt 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Will  the  hon<wable 
member  accept  a  dutv  of  is.  6d.  per  cwt.  ? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— If  the  Minister 
will  come  down  to  is.  6d.  per  cwt.,  which 
IS  nearly  half  the  rate  proposed,  I  sliall  re- 
sume my  seat ;  but,  before  doing  so.  I 
move — 

That  after  the  figures  "  as.  6d,,'*  the  words 
"  and  on  and  after  loth  December,  1907,  per 
cwt.  (General  Tariff),  is.  6d.,"  be  inserted^  and 
after  the  figures  '*  as.,"  the  words  "and  on  and 
after  loth  December,  1907,  pet  cwt.  (United 
Kingdom),  is.  6d.,"  be  added. 

Mr  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North  Syd- 
ney) r9-4i]-— Even  frcwn  the  point  of  view 
of  the  local  manufacturer  of  strawboard. 
there  can  be  no  justification  for  the  duties 
proposed  by  the  Government.  We  were 
told  when  the  old  duty  of  is.  per  cwt.  was 
agreed  to  that  it  would  have  the  effect  of 
closing  the  factory ;  but,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  business  has  developed  and  ex- 
tended so  as  to  give  no  logical  or  sufficient 
reascm  for  even  a  fmiall  increase  in  the 
duty.  The  Treasurer  has  intimated  that  he 
is  willing  to  agree  to  a  duty  50  per 
cent,  higher  than  the  old  rate;  but  I  do 
not  think  that  we  should  accept  that  offer. 
It  must  be  remembered  that,  white  onlv  a 
COTnparattvely  small  number  of  hands  are 
emploved  in  the  one  mill  which  makes 
strawboard  here,  many  hundreds  are  em- 
ployed in  the  factories  which  use  it.  The 
preference  to  Greati  BritaSn-^Q^l^  pre- 
tence, and  the  Minister  is  prepared  to 
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abolish  it,  knowing  as  he  does  that,  prai> 
tically,  strawboard  is  not  made  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  The  old  rate  of  duty 
was  equivalent  to  25  per  cent,  on  unlined 
strawtxnrd,  to  20  per  cent,  cm  "strawboard 
lined  <m  one  side,  and  to  15  per  cent,  on 
strawbcard  lined  on  both  sides.  That  in- 
formation is  given  in  answer  to  question 
93;689  of  the  Tariff  Coaunisn(»i's  evidence. 
It  is  true  that  Mr.  McDougall,  the  manu- 
facturer, said  that  in  some  instances 
the  duty  was  etjuivalent  to  only  12J  per 
cent.,  but  he  can  have  referred  only  to  straw- 
ix>ard  lined  on  both  sides  with  glazed  paper. 
The  duty  of  is.  6d.  at  present  jk-o- 
poced  is  an  Increase  of  50  per  cent, 
on  the  old  Tariff,  and  will  make 
the  figures  37}  per  cent,  on  unlined 
strawboflTd,  30  per  cent,  on  straw- 
board  lined  on  one  side,  and  2zJ  per  cent, 
on  strawboard  lined  on  both  sides.  That 
must  have  a  serious  effect  on  the  users  of 
this  material.  It  represents  a  very  ctm- 
siderable  increase  on  a  line  which  is  the 
raw  material  of  an  industry  which  must 
supply  its  manufactures  at  a  cheap  rate 
if  they  are  to  be  used  at  all.  They  are 
used  as  a  substitute  for  paper  wrapping, 
and  they  will  not  be  used  unless  they  are 
sold  at  a  rate  which  will  bring  them 
within  measurable  distance  of  the  price  of 
paper.  The  Broadford  mills,  whieh  are 
the  only  mills  manufacturing  strawboard, 
are  in  the  hands  of  a  combinaticm  consist- 
ing of  two  companies  who  pooled  their 
assets,  and  who  have  a  monopoly.  I 
.lUude  to  that  not  as  an  attack  upon  them, 
hut  in  order  to  show  that  the  ctxnpany 
has  every  opportunity  to  take  full  ad- 
vantage of  any  duty  that  may  be  im- 
posed. I  do  not  object  to  a  monopoly 
properly  conducted,  but  I  object  to  passing 
a  duty  for  the  baiefit  of  a  monopoly, 
which,  because  it  has  no  competition  to 
c(»it«id  with,  is  able  to  take  full  ad- 
vantage of  that  duty,  when  no  good  reascm 
can  be  shown  for  its  impositiwi,  and  when 
it  is  clear  it  will  injure  another  indusfty. 
Those  interested  in  the  Broadfoid  mills 
form  part  of  a  paper  mill  combine.  I  am 
assured  that  they  have  formed  a  combine, 
can  fix  their  own  prices,  and  in  that  way 
also  take  every  advantage  of  any  duty 
imposed.  I  understand  that  sales  of  their 
papers,  not  strawboard,  in  QueensIiOi'S 
and  New  South  Wales  are  allotted  to  one 
ccsnpany,  and  sales  in  Victoria  and  South 
Australia  to  another,  and  they  have  agreed 
as  to  the  prices  they  shall  give  for  their 
raw  matmal.    There  might  be  no  ob- 


jection to  such  an  arrangement  if  it  were 
reasonably  conducted,  and  without  State 
assistance,  but  when  we  are  asked  to  give 
this  industry  assistance  by  means  of  the 
Tariff  we  have  a  right  to  ask  whether  it 
is  needed,  and  whether  it  will  be  good  for 
other  industries.  The  statements  I  have 
made  will  be  found  to  be  hixaa  out  by 
the  evidence  sul»nitted  by  the  Tariff  Com- 
missim. '  Freight  and  charges  on  the  im- 
ported article  amount  to  over  50  per  cent. 
That  in  itself  is  surely  a  large  protection, 
and  yet  we  are  asked  to  give  from  zzj 
I«r  cent,  to  37J  per  cent.  more.  In  this 
case  we  have  not  to  ask  whether  the  price 
will  be  raised  as  the  result  of  the  imposi- 
ticHi  of  the  duty,  because  the  price  has 
alread>  been  raised  by  30s.  a  ton,  and 
advantage  has  therefore  already  bem 
taken  of  the  increased  duty.  It  is  true 
that  Mr.  McDougall,  for  the  company,  said 
that  if  some  of  the  duties  on  the  raw 
materials  of  the  industry  were  reduced 
they  would  not  raise  their  price.  . 

Mr.  Harpeb. — The  cost  of  straw  is  very 
much  high^  than  it  was. 

Mr.  Atkinson.  —  Those  risks  were 
pointed  out  when  Mr.  McDougall  was 
before  the  Tariff  Commission. 

Mr.  Harper. — The  cost  of  straw  has 
risen  since  that  time. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— A  director 

of  the  concern  made  a  very  stupid  pro- 
mise to  the  Tariff  Commission  which  has 
not  been  fulfilled.  He  said  that  if  they 
got  an  increased  duty  they  would  agree 
not  to  raise  the  price. 

Mr.  Harper. — ^Was  that  promise  made 
without  any  qualificaticn  ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSOX.— Yes,  it 
was  pointed  out  to  him  that  it  was  a 
dangerous  promise  to  make,  because  the 
price  of  his  raw  material  might  go  up,  and 
he  said  he  would  take  that  risk  and  give 
the  pr(Mnise.  The  pranise  has  not  been 
fulfilled.  There  has  been  no  increase  in 
the  duties  upon  the  raw  materials  of  the 
industry  which  would  justify  the  increase 
in  the  price  of  strawboard,  whilst  the  duty 
has  been  taken  off  dextrine  and  has  been 
lowered  in  the  case  of  other  materials.  The 
effect  of  the  proposed  duty  is  shown  in  this 
way.  I  have  here  a  carton  for  a  candle- 
mi^er  which  would  be  dutiable  at  30  per 
cent,  and  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  HuKE  QoQK.--l(^«C/-^,2candle 
cartons  has  been  ilSam  xlutnuHe  o  5%.  and 
4s.  6d.  per  cwt  under  paragraph  c. 
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Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am  not 
dealing  with  this  carton  as  specialty  used 
by  candle  manufacturers.  It  might  be  used 
for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  J-  H,  Catts.— If  empty  it  would 
come  in  under  item  353A. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— That  is 
so,  and  it  would  be  dutiable  at  30  per  cent, 
in  the  General  Tari£f  and  25  per  cemU  if 
imported  from  the  United  Kingdom.  I 
do  not  remember  the  wording  of  the  altera- 
tion the  Treasurer  has  made  in  paragraph 
G,  but  it  would  not  affect  such  packets  as 
this  cartwi,  which  would  come  under  item 
353A.  Now,  what  has  the  cartwi-maker 
to  pay  ?  On  the  strawboard  alone  he 
would  have  to  pay,  according  to  the  duty 
proposed  by  the  Government,  37  J  per  cent. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — That  is  if  the  duty 
is  2s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— No.  The 
percentage  of  duty  would  be  fnHn  62^  per 
cent,  to  37J  per  cent,  at  the  2s.  6d.  and  28. 
rates.  But  taking  the  duty  at  is.  6d.  a 
cwt.,  as  I  have  shown,  the  percentages  of 
duty  would  be  37^  per  cent.,  30  per  cent, 
and  22J  per  cent,  for  strawboard  unlined, 
lined  on  one  side,  and  lined  on  both  sides 
respectively,  so  that  the  maker  of  the  car- 
ton would  actually  pay  more  on  unlined 
strawboard  imported  for  its  manufacture 
than  the  duty  charged  on  the  unlined  straw- 
board  made  up  in  the  form  of  the  carton 
I  produce.  That  is  a  serious  matter  for 
those  engaged  in  the  business,  and  yet  that 
would  be  the  conditicxi  of  affairs  brought 
about  by  the  proposal  now  made.  I  think 
the  Minister  will  see  that  we  should  not 
impose  a  duty  in  excess  of  that  imposed 
under  the  old  Tariff.  Under  the  operation 
of  that  Tariff  the  single  factory  has  ex- 
panded, and  presumahlv  there  was  reason 
for  it  in  the  results  achieved.  I  could  say 
a  great  deal  more  about  this,  but  I  do  not 
wish  to  delay  the  Committee.  I  trust  the 
Minister  will  reduce  his  demand  to  the  rale 
of  the  old  duty.  No  reason  has  been 
shown  for  increasing,  whilst  good  reason 
has  been  shown  for  retaining  it. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [9.56].— If  there 
is  one  thing  which  more  than  ano*her  should 
induce  the  Committee  to  revert  to  the  old 
Hutv  on  this  item,  it  is  the  action  which  has 
been  taken  bv  the  local  manufacturer  of 
strawltoard.  When  this  gentleman  was  be- 
fore the  Tariff  Commission  he  was  emphatic 
in  his  assertion  that  if  he  could  get  an  in- 
crt  ased  dutv  there  would  Ije  no  increase  in 
the  price  of  lorally-made  strawboard. 

Mr.  Coon. — He  was  only  one. 


Mr.  POYNTON.— Jle  was  cross-ques- 
tioned, and  it  was  suggested  that  that  was 
a  rash  promise  to  make.  Still  he  was  posl- 
tiw,  and  said  that  if  he  were  given  an  in- 
creased duty  he  would  be  prepared  to  enter 
into  a  guarantee  that  he  would  not  increase 
the  price  of  strawboard.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  he  has  increased  his  price  twice  since 
he  gave  that  promise.  The  first  increase 
was  by  los.  per  tcHi,  and  immediately  after 
this  Tariff  was  tabled  he  increased  his  price 
by  another  20s.  The  Govenunent  propose 
to  fix  the  duty  at  Z8.  6d.  per  cwt.  The 
old  duty  represented  25  per  cent,  on  the 
cost  price,  and  the  natural  protection  60  per 
cent,  so  that  under  the  old  duty  of  is.  per 
cwt.  the  local  manufacturer  enjoyed  a  pro- 
tecticm  of  85  per  cent. 

Mr.  Chanter. — What  does  the  hwrorable 
member  call  the  natural  protection  ? 

Mr.  POYNTON.— The  cost  of  landing 
the  article  here,  which  is  £2  los.  for  sailing 
boats  and       5s,  per  ton  for  steamers. 

Mr.  Cbanixs. — It  has  been  landed  here 
at  5s.  6d.  per  ton. 

Mr.  Habper.— I  have  landed  it  at  5s. 
per  tcxi. 

Mr.  BowisN. — That  was  during  the 
freight  war. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— This  is  the  old  gag, 
and  it  is  on  a  par  with  the  statement  we 
heard  a  little  time  ago  that  boilers  were 
dumped  in  Australia.  This  industry  does 
not  employ  one-tenth  of  the  number  of  per- 
sons employed  in  the  making  up  of  boxes, 
yet  the  larger  number  of  employ^  is  to  be 
I>enalized  km:  the  benefit  of  this  firm  estab- 
lished near  Melbourne.  I  had  a  verv  in- 
teresting telegram  sent  to  me  to-day,  and  I 
believe  a  copy  of  it  was  sent  to  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Johnson.— Except  me.  They  knew 
too  much  to  send  me  one. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — I  did  not  get  one  either, 
and  I  consider  that  I  have  been  badly 
treated. 

Mr.  POYNTON.- This  telegram  is  sup- 
posed to  cMne  from  the  employ^  in  the 
industry,  and  I  presume  they  have  paid  for 

it. 

Mr.  Johnson,— They  are  sure  to  have 
done  so  out  of  their  magnificent  wages. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— The  telegram  is  to 
this  effect — 

Support  Govemment  propoinis  strawboard. 
Kmiiloyers  voluntarily  conceded  reduction  in 
hours  from  twelve  to  eight.  No  reduction  in 
daily  pny. 

When  was  this  redirctiog^^iKlHM4ilfc,made? 
Was  it  just  at  W^lwHfrJRS^der  to 
secure  the  increased  duty? 
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Mr.  Chantek. — It  was  done  after  the 
last  Tariff. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Then  the  telegram  is 
altogether  misleading.  According  to  the 
evidence  there  are  only  about  twenty  hands 
employed  in  the  industry.  Surely  a  pro- 
tection of  85  per  cent,  under  the  old 
Tariff  is.  enough.  If  we  are  to  oxisider  the 
number  of  employ^,  we  ought  to  give 
greater  weight  to  the  claims  of  the 
makers,  who  employ  a  much  larger  number 
of  hands  than  the  strawboard-makers  do. 
It  looks  as  if  we  were  to  starve  a  big  in- 
dustry in  order  to  keep  a  little  local  ccm- 
bine  going.  This  firm  have  had  orders  on 
hand  for  months  past,  and  are  unable  to 
execute  them.  Yet  they  want  a  higher 
duty.  There  is  nc^  a  duty  prcqx>sed  in  this 
Tariff  that  is  less  warranted,  and  the  Min- 
ister  knows  it.  If  a  duty  which,  plus  the 
natural  protection,  amounts  to  85  per  cent, 
is  not  suffident,  then,  in  all  conscience,  the 
industry  ought  to  go  under.  If  it  is  a 
question  of  whether  that  or  the  box-making 
industry,  which  employs  between  3,000  and 
4,000  hands,  is  to  go  under,  then  the  straw- 
board-making  industry  ought  to  go  under. 
TTiere  are  ten  times  as  many  hands  em- 
ployed in  making  boxes  in  South  Australia, 
which  is  only  a  part  of  the  Commonwealth, 
as  there  are  in  that  industry.  We  ought 
also  to  oonsider  those  who  use  the  boxes. 


Mr.  POYNTON. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  just  about  as  correct  in  that  allega- 
tion as  he  was  when  he  asserted  positively 
that  I  was  wrong  in  saying  that  discs  were 
not  made  in  Australia.  He  was  satisfied 
that  they  were  made  in  his  own  district, 
but  he  afterwards  found  that  they  were  not 
made  in  Australia  at  all.  I  was  not  here 
when  the  kerosene  item  was  passed,  so 
how  can  the  Ixxiorable  member  say  that  I 
was  standing  up  for  the  Standard  Oil 
Company  ? 

Mr.  Chanter. — By  the  h<»iorable  mem- 
ber's pairs  in  the  book. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— If  I  had  been  here 
I  wduld  have  stood  up  for  free  kerosene. 

Mr.  Chanter. — ^And  supported  the  great 
Standard  Oil  Trust? 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Of  course !  I  go  for 
cheap  kerosene,  as  the  honorable  member 
did  a  few  years  ago,  when  we  put  it  on 
the  free  list.  This  strawboard-making  firm 
has  increased  its  prices  in  face  of  its  own 
sworn  evidence,  and  the  cmly  excuse  it  gives 
is  that  the  cost  of  its  raw  material  has  been 
increased.  I  defy  the  members  of  the  firm 
to  prant  to  an  increase  of  more  than  3s.  6d. 
in  the  value  of  a  ton  of  their  raw  material 
since  this  Tariff  was  introduced. 

Xfr.  Harper. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber mean  to  say  that  straw  has  only  in- 
creased in  price  bv  3s.  6d.  a  ton? 

Mr.  POYNTON,— Thev  do  not  sav  that 


The  duty  has  already  put  the  prrec  of  the   it  is  the  increase  in  price  of  the  straw  that 


boxes  up  by  from  15  to  20  per  cent 
What  is  there  abmit  this  particular 
firm,  who  were  so  positive  when  be- 
fore the  Royal  Commissitm  that  they 
would  not  increase  their  price,  that 
this  Committee  should  give  them  all  they 
ask  for,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  they  have  increased  their  prices  twice 
since  they  made  that  statement  ?  Their 
price  now  has  exactly  absorbed  the  whole 
advantage  of  the  increased  duty.  Where 
it  was  £^  ICS.,  it  is  now  If  we  were 

to  put  on  another  50  per  cent,  duty  they 
would  increase  their  prices  proporticmatelv. 
They  knocked  out  all  the  other  small 
makers,  and  it  is  not  the  function  of  this 
Gooomittee  to  bolster  up  combines  of  that 
kind,  whidi  have  no  concern  about  any 


has  led  them  to  raise  their  prices.  They 
put  it  down  to  the  other  materials  used, 
such  as  paper  for  lining,  dextrine,  &c. 
Dextrine  hns  been  put  on  the  free  list. 
I  shall  move — 

That  after  the  figures  "  2s.  6tl.,"  the  words 
"  nnd  on  nn<l  after  loth  December,  1907,  per 
cwt,  ((General  TarifT),  is.,"  be  inserted. 

That  will  give  the  firm  a  protection  of 
about  85  per  cent.,  which  is  quite  enough. 
If  they  cannot  carry  on  with  that,  they 
ought  to,  and  it  will  teach  them,  at  any 
rate,  that  they  cannot  increase  their  prices 
with  impunity  in  face  of  their  own  sworn 
evidence  that  thev  did  not  intend  to  do  so. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [10.7].— I  do 
not  think  that  we  should  be  concerned  about 
any  foolish  statement  that  a  representative 
of  anv  firm  made  to  the  Tariff  Ccmmission. 


other  business  man.    This  firm  would  crush  __                 ,   ,          ,.  .... 

any  other  fim.  if  it  got  a  chance.    It  has  «  ^l^^  ^^o  dea   with  big  industries  on 

J  ™^          fi^  ^erv  much  astrav. 

done  so  already.  ^  foojish  thing  for  a  man  to  say, 

Mr.  CtiAKTER.— The  honorable  member  and  a  foolish  thing  to  ask  anvbody.    It  is 

did  not  speak  in  that  wav  in  regard  to  the  only  fair  to  state  that  one  of  the  reasons 

Standard  Oil  Trust,  Khich  has  been  trvintr  given  since  then  for  the  increase  of  price  is 

to  crush    out  the    British  Imperial    Oil  the  immense  me  hi  the"  price  of  straw, 

Companv.     He  supported  it.  ^-WicYi  is  the  abfeMilte 


raw  material. 
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Mr.  BowiwN. — ^They  never  gave  that  as 
a  reason. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  firm  gave  me  that 
as  (Mie  of  the  principal  reasons.  We  are 
not  here  to  base  our  consideraticxi  of  pro- 
posed duties  upon  statements  made  by  in- 
dividuals.  We  should  dismiss  them  alto- 
gether. A  statement  of  ttett  kind  did  not 
bind  the  company  if  they  did  not  wi^  to 
keep  to  it.  Nor  have  we  been»  so  far. 
in  this  Tariff,  legislating  out  of  oonudera- 
ti(xi  for  the  nuii3)ers  of  perswis  employed 
in  particular  industries.  It  is  said  that 
there  is  only  one  factory  coooemed  in  this 
case;  but  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  if 
there  were  large  profits  in  the  industry  a 
number  of  other  strawboard  factories  would 
have  been  started  in  the  Commonwealth, 
because  the  raw  material  is  obtainable  any- 
where. There  have  been  other  cases  where 
there  was  only  one  concern  in  an  industry, 
but  some  of  us  appealed  in  vain  to  the 
Coounittee  for  consideraticm  of  the  much 
greater  number  of  other  people  who  would 
be  Seated.  I  therefwe  take  it  that  we 
might  disnuss  the  argument  about  the  state- 
ment which  was  made  and  not  kept,  and  as 
to  which  they  possibly  have  an  answer,  and 
also  the  fact  that  there  are  not  a  ven- 
large  number  of  hands  employed  in  the 
industry.  What  we  have  to  consider  is 
what  is  a  fair  amount  of  protection  to  give 
to  the  industry,  50  that  it  may  be  carrierl 
on  at  a  reasonable  profit  and  in  such  a  way 
that  there  may  be  a  fair  chance  of  en- 
couraging competition.  I  think  the  2s.  6d. 
propcsea  by  the  Government  is  too  high. 
At  the  same  time  we  have  to  ccmsider  the 
strawboard  makers. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  agreed  to 
accept  IS.  6d. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— That  would  be  a  fair 
compromise.  I  am  informed  that  prior  to 
the  last  Tariff  the  condition  of  the  industry 
was  such  that  the  men  in  this  factory  of- 
fered voluntarily  to  work  for  twelve  hours 
a  day  in  order  to  keep  the  thing  going. 
That  helped  their  employers  through,  and 
when  the  last  Tariff  was  adopted  the  em- 
ployers gave  them  a  forty-eight  hours'  week 
without  any  reduction  of  wages.  I  believe 
these  are  the  facts. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — That  slwws  that  the  old 
duty  was  sufficient. 

Mr.  SPEN'CE. — It  only  proves  that  pre- 
viously without  the  duty  they  were  unable 
to  earn.'  on.  It  does  not  prove  that  when 
the  duty  was  imposed  in  the  last  Tariff  the 
employers  made  .big  profits.  We  have  no 
'■vidence  as  to  how  much  profit  thev  have 


made,  but  I  take  it  that  there  cannot  be  a 
great  deal  in  the  industry,  or  there  would 
have  been  other  competitors.  There  could 
not  be  a  monopoly  in  an  industry  with  the 
raw  material  so  plentiful  in  every  State,  hut 
the  fact  is  that  there  has  not  been  enough  in 
it  to  induce  others  to  take  it  up.  We  have 
also  to  ccmsider  the  box-makeis,  for  I  am 
sure  that  the  3s.  6d.  duty  first  proposed 
would  have  been  too  heavy  a  burdoi  upon 
them ;  but  the  Committee  might  fairly  ac- 
(%pt  a  duty  of  is.  6d.,  and  give  the  straw- 
board  industry  Hie  same  encouragement  as 
we  are  giving  the  other  industries. 

Mr.  HARPER  (Memda)  [10.12].— The 
Broadford  factory  is  in  my  electorate.  I 
know  scMnething  about  it,  and  it  is  onlv  due 
to  the  proprietors  that  I  should  state  a  fev 
facts.  The  number  of  employ^  in  the  fac- 
tory is  seventy-five,  so  that  it  is  not  a  small 
concern.  In  addition  to  those  directly 
engaged  in  the  factory,  a  large  num- 
ber of  people  are  employed  tn  carting 
wood  and  straw,  and  the  company  buy 
straw  from  the  farmers.  The  product  is 
entirely  the  result  of  labour  at  every  point. 
The  h(»K>rable  member  for  Lang  stated  that 
the  firm  had  recently  imported  500  tons  of 
strawboard  from  Germany,  with  whfch  to 
supply  their  orders.  I  am  assured  that 
that  is  absolutely  incorrect. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Is  the  hcmorable  member 
prepared  to  say  that  during  the  last  three 
years  they  have  not  imported  any  straw- 
ixKird? 

Mr.  HARPER.— I  asked  them  if  they 
had  imported   anv   strawboard,   and  thev 

said  "No." 

Mr.  Johnson. — During  the  last  three 
years? 

Mr.  HARPER.— I  did  not  limit  the 
time.  I  did  not  go  back  for  three  years, 
because  the  honc»rable  member  did  not 
mention  that  term,  but  simply  made  a  broad 
statement  which  conveyed  to  the  Committee 
the  impression  that  the  firm,  within  a  period 
pertinent  to  the  case,  were  importing 
foreign  strawboard  and  selling  it  to  their 
customers. 

Mr.  PovNTON. — I  have  a  statement  here 
that  they  are  importing  hundreds  of  pornids 
worth. 

Mr.  HARPER.— I  haw  their  direct 
statement  that  they  have  done  nothing  of 
the  kind. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — My  statement  comes  from 
the  Svdnev  box-makers. 

Mr.  HARPER.— T  saw  that  statement, 
but,  like  many  others,  it  is  not  correct 
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Mr.  McWiLLiAMS.  —  Sixteen  thousand 
pounds  worth  of  strawboard  was  imported 
last  vear. 

Mr.  HARPER. — My  own  firm  have  im- 
ported some  strawboard  within  the  last  five 
years,  and  there  are  many  othw  importers. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— How  came  the  hon- 
orable member's  firm  to  import  straw- 
board? 

Mr.  HARPER.— Because  we  thought  it 
desirable  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Johnson. — But  there  is  a  factory 
in  the  honorable  member's  own  electorate. 

Mr.  HARPER.— We  h^d  reasons  for 
importing  strawboard,  of  which  we  are 
large  consumers.  I  am  assured  by  the 
honcHrable  member  for  Riverina,  who 
has  just  inquired,  that  at  no  tune 
has  strawboard  been  Imported  for  the 
Broadford  Mills.  I  merely  give  the  in- 
formation as  it  is  given  to  me  by  people 
who  are  in  a  position  to  know  that  the 
statement  made  here  to-night  is  not^  cor- 
rect ;  and  I  may  say,  further,  that  it  is  not 
true  that  the  Broadford  Mills  cannot 
execute  orders.  After  the  last  Tariff  was 
settled,  the  question  was  whether,  under 
the  low  dutv,  the  Broadford  Mills  could  be 
carried  on ;  and  1  am  informed  that  the 
employfe  agreed  to  wort  longer  hours  in 
order  to  tide  over  the  trouble,  and  that  no 
dividend  was  paid  by  the  companv  for 
several  years.  I  have  no  personal  know- 
ledge of  these  facts,  but  give  them  as  they 
have  been  related  to  me. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS.— Is  the  imported 
article  the  cheaper? 

Mr.  HARPER.— I  think  it  is  dear  just 
now,  though  I  do  not  know.  I  am  as- 
sured, however,  that  the  supplies  are 
ample  for  present  requirements.  There 
are,  of  course,  certain  kinds  of  straw- 
board,  which  are  not  produced  at  the 
Broadford  Mills,  and  which  must  be  im- 
ported whatever  dutv  be  imposed.  It  is 
onlv  fair  that  the  case  for  the  other  side 
should  be  laid  before  htwOTable  members, 
in  view  of  the  many  incorrect  statemoits 
that  have  been  made.  I  visited  the  Broad- 
ford Mills  some  time  ago,  and  found  that 
they  were  largely  the  support  of  the  town. 
The  employes,  who,  of  course,  reside  there 
with  their  families,  were  ready  to  help 
their  employers  in  difficult  circumstances; 
but  I  hear  to-night  that  since  the  imposi- 
tion of  the  new  duty  the  hours  have  been 
made  forty-eight  instead  of  sixty  per  week, 
the  latter  being  the  number  which  the  men 
volunteered  to  work  in  the  time  of  trouble. 


I  think  the  proposal  of  the  Government  is 
a  fair  owipriMnise,  and  I  intend  to  support 
it. 

Mr.    JOSEPH    COOK  (Parramatta) 
[10.20]. — The  questicMi  of  strawboard  is 
like  "  King  Charles'  head  "—it  is  always 
cropping  up.    This  is  the  third  time  this 
session  that  we  have  had  a  discussion  re- 
lating   to    this    particular  ctmimodity. 
Whether  this  is  because  those  interested 
hope  to  ultimately  arrive  at  what  is  sub- 
stantially prohibiticMi,  I  do  not  know ;  but 
so  sure  as  any  interfnenoe  with  the  Tariff 
is  proposed,  up  comes  the  question  of 
strawboard.    On  the  two  previous  occa- 
sions, the  discussions  resulted  in  the  main- 
tenance of  the  duty  of  is.,    which  has 
always  been  regarded  as  fair  in  the  case  of 
an  article  which  ought  certainly  to  be  easy 
of  manufacture  in  a  place  like  Australia, 
where  there  is  plenty  of  the  raw  material 
available  at  a  very  cheap  rate.  H<morable 
m^bers  talk  about  the  price  of  straw 
having  gone  up  lately ;  but  I  venture  to  say 
that  it  has  not  gone  up  to  anything  lilce  the 
extent  to  which  it  has  in  the  older  coun- 
tries of  the  world.   I  have  been  wtmdering 
why    the  Government  have  reintroduced 
this   questicHi.      On   the    last  occasion, 
the   then   Treasurer    himself    gave  the 
best  of  all  reasons  why  the  proposed  duty 
should  not   be   imposed,  and  eventually 
withdrew  it  on  his  own  moticMi.     It  may 
be,  however,  that  a  new  Treasurer  has 
promised  that  the  increased  duty  would 
be  proposed.     Reference  has  been  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Afemda  to 
the  fact  that  the  Broadford  mill  has  not 
been   doing   particularly  well.     Can  we 
wonder  at  that  when  protectionists  of  the 
bright,  particular  star-colour  of  the  hon- 
orable member  sends  to  the  United  King- 
dom for  his  strawboard? 

Mr.  Harper.^ — I  do  not  do  anything  of 
the  kind. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  said  that  he  has  imported  some 
strawboard. 

Mr.  Harper. — Some  time  aga 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— There  is  a 
strawboard  mill  in  the  electorate  of  the 
honorable  member,  and  I  fancy  that  his 
constituents  will  be  likely  to  vote  against 
him  for  importing  this  commodity. 

Mr.  Harper. — My  constituents  have 
some  sense ! 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  glad  to 
hear  that ;  at  any  rate,  I  am  sure  they  have 
an  excellent  representative.     At  the  same 
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time,  I  think  that  the  honorable  member 
might  turn  his  attention  to  the  Broadf<Mxl 
mill  when  he  requires  strawboard. 

Mr.  Harper. — So  I  do. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  particu- 
larly anxious  to  hear  why  the  honorable 
member  sent  to  England  for  strawboard, 
and  I  fancy  the  reascHi,  if  the  matter  were 
probed  to  the  bottom,  is  that  he  found 
the  imported  strawboard  to  suit  his  pur- 
jiose  better  than  the  local  strawbcard. 
That,  of  course,  is  always  a  legitimate  rea- 
son for  preferring  one  strawboard  to 
another.  I  have  heard  that  there  is  great 
difference  in  the  quality  of  strawboard, 
and  that  for  some  purposes  it  is  still  neces- 
sary to  import.  I  presume  the  honorable 
member  for  Memda  had  in  his  mind  the 
smaller  sorts  of  boxes  which  require  a 
particular  kind  of  strawboard  that  can  be 
turned  and  twisted  into  shape.  I  believe 
that  some  strawboard  is  very  brittle,  uid, 
when  made  into  small  shapes,  has  a  ten- 
dency to  break.  However,  it  does  occur 
to  me  that,  with  straw  as  cheap  as  it  is 
in  Australia,  and  considering  what,  I  pre- 
sume, is  the  simple  process  of  manufac- 
ture, we  ought  to  be  able,  in  view  of  the 
natural  protectiMi  which  our  isolation 
affords,  to  make  strawboard  equal,  at 
least,  to  any  that  can  be  procured  fran 
.-abroad.  This  matter  was  investigated  by 
the  Tariff  Conmission,  and  I  presume  that 
the  evidence  by  Mr,  McDougall  was  well 
weighed.  Why  the  Chairman  of  the  Tariff 
Commission  should  recmimend  this  increase 
of  duty  I  do  not  know?  I  am  informed 
that  the  chairman  of  this  company,  Mr. 
McDougall,  told  the  Tariff  Commission 
that  the  old  rate  was  equivalent  to  12J  per 
cent.  If  that  be  so,  I  am  prepared  to 
vote  for  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  upon  this 
article. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  honorable  member 
is  too.  kind. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  prepared 
to  give  Mr.  McDougall  a  25  per  cent,  rate 
in  lieu  of  the  fixed  duty  proposed.  I  ask  the 
Treasurer  if  there  is  any  particular  reason 
why  a  specific  duty  should  be  adopted.  For 
my  own  ipart,  I  would  much  prefer  an  ad 
valorem  rate.  If  the  htxiorable  member  for 
Grey  will  withdraw  his  amendment,  I  will 
move  that  the  duty  upon  strawboard  be  25 
per  cent. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Make  it  is.  fid.  per  cwt. 
or  25  per  cent.,  whiche\'er  is  the  higher 
duty. 

Mr.    JOSEPH    COOK.— I    will  do 
Hhing  of  the  kind.    I  am  prepared  to 


take  the  statement  of  Mr.  McDougall,  that 
the  old  rate  of  is.  per  cwt.  is  equivalent  to 
12 J  per  cent. 

Mr.  Chanter. — The  A  section  of  the 
Tariff  CcwnmissitMi  recommended  an  in- 
crease of  the  duty  to  2s.  per  cwt. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  they  it- 
commended  an  increase  of  50  per  cent 
upon  the  old  rate. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [10.29I.— 
I  am  glad  that  this  question  is  being  dis- 
cussed by  honorable  members  without  heat 
There  are  one  or  two  matters  ccMinected 
with  it  that  we  ought  to  take  into  con- 
sideration. I  can  easily  understand  that  it 
was  quite  .possible  for  a  witness  before  the 
Tariff  Commission,  without  looking  ahead, 
to  promise  that  the  price  of  strawboard 
would  not  be  increased.  But  wbm  the  cost 
of  the  raw  material  is  increased  it  is  neces- 
sary that  the  duty  upon  the  finished  article 
should  also  be  increased. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— But  Mr.  McDougall 
promised  that  he  would  not  increase  the 
price  of  sirawboard  even  though  the  cost 
of  the  raw  material  was  increased. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  do  not  deny  that 
fact.  I  am  merely  pcnnting  out  that  it  is 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  duty  upcm 
the  finished  article  should  be  increased  in 
proporti<m  to  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  the 
raw  material.  The  hcmorable  member  for 
Grey  spoke  of  the  natural  protection  which 
this  industry  enjoys.  But  I  have  been  in- 
formed upcHi  the  most  reliable  authority 
that  instead  of  the  freight  upon  strawboard 
being  jQz  or  £3  per  ton  it  has  be«i  thought 
frcHn  H(dland  for  5s.  and  even  2s.  6d.  per 
tcm. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — We  axe  (XMistantly 
being  told  that  all  our  imports  cwne  in 
for  nothing. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  statement  has 
Been  made  that  tbe'oompany  which  conducts 
the  Broadford  Mills  has  sent  strawboard  to 
Sydney  upon  which  it  paid  i6s.  per  ton 
by  way  of  freight.  Now  the  freight  from 
the  works  to  Melbourne  represents  an  ad- 
ditional 22s.  per  ton. 

Mr.  Thohas. — Do  I  understand  the 
honorable  member  to  say  that  the  freight 
upon  strawboard  from  Melbourne  to  Svd- 
ney  is  16s.  per  t<wi,  whilst  that  from  Hol- 
land to  Melbourne  is  onlv  2s.  6d.  per  ton? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— l'  am  credibly  in- 
formed that  very  recently  a  quantity  of 
strawboard  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  Mel- 
bourne upon  which  the  freight  <j^fl2froia 
Holland  was  only  5s.  per  too. 
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Mr.  Wilson. — Was  that  by  measure- 
ment or  by  weight? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Possibly  it  w.as  by 
measurement.  I  wish  the  Committee  to 
lecollect  that  those  engaged  in  this  industry 
have  to  compete  against  the  manufacturers 
of  strawboard  in  Holland  who  work  their 
employ^  sixty  hours  per  week,  as  against 
forty-eight  hours  worW  by  the  operatives 
in  the  Ccmmcmwealth,  and  who  pay  them 
considerably  less. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — What  is  the  honorable 
monber's  authority  for  that  statement  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— My  authority  is  the 
particular  comipany  which  has  established 
the  strawboard  factory  to  which  I  have  al- 
ready referred. 

Mr.  BowoEN. — I  have  been  informed 
that  the  wages  paid  in  Holland  are  los. 
per  week. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  wages  paid  in 
that  country,  not  merely  in  tnis  industry 
but  in  every  other,  are  considerably  lower 
than  those  which  are  paid  in  Australia. 
Here  is  a  certificate  given  by  the  employ^ 
of  this  firm,  who,  sooner  than  see  an  infant 
industry  crushed  out  of  existence,  vohm- 
teered  to  omtinue  to  work  at  a  smaller 
wage. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — As  that  occurred  a 
long  while  ago,  how  can  it  apply  now? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Immediately  thfe  in- 
dustrv  got  a  little  assistance  under  the  old 
Tariff,  the  manufacturers  voluntarily  re- 
duced the  hours  frc»n  60  to  48  without 
altering  the  pay.  AU  these  factors  should 
induce  honorable  monbers  to  stand  by  an 
industry  which  if  assisted  will  be  consider- 
ably enlarged  and  will  deprive  no  CHie  of 
any  work. 

■  Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Is  it  not  standing 
by  the  industry  to  double  its  protecticxi  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  think  that  the  com- 
promise offered  by  the  Treasurer — a  dutv  of 
IS.  6d.  all  round  instead  of  a  duty  of  25. 
6d.  and  2s.  as  proposed — is  very  reascm- 
able,  and  I  suggest  that  we  should  now  go 
to  a  division. 

Mr.  JOH\SON  (Lang)  [10.37]— I>«r- 
ing  the  consideration  of  the  Tariff  we  have 
had  many  examples  of  protected  industries 
which  have  been  established  asking  for  an 
increased  dutv.  Here  is  another  instance 
of  that  kind.  In  the  beginning  a  duty  was 
asked  for  to  establish  the  industry  until  it 
had  attained  suflScient  strength  to  stand 
without  it. 

Mr.  Mathews. — And  if  it  was  not  estab- 
lished the  honorable  member  would  say 
that  it  was  not  worth  while  to  establish  it. 


Mr.  JOHNSON.— No.  What  happens 
in  all  these  cases?  In  the  beginning  a 
duty  is  asked  for  and  obtained  under  false 
pretences.  Certain  persons  come  to  the 
I-egislature  and  say,  "  If  you  will  only  give 
us  a  certain  duty  " — and  they  generally  ask 
for  a  small  duty  to  start — "  we  shall  be 
able  to  establish  the  industry,  and  once  we 
are  firmly  established  we  shall  not  want  a 
duty."  But  no  sooner  do  tfaey  get  the 
duty  and  start  the  industry  than  they  camf: 
cap  in  hand  for  more  power  to  dip  their 
hands  into  the  public  Treasury  to  increase 
tlieir  profits.  Here  we  are  confronted 
with  another  example  of  that  kind  of  con- 
duct. Oliver  Twist  was  not  in  it  with  these 
people.  There  was  every  excuse  for  the 
poor  unfortunate  hero  of  Dickens,  but 
there  is  no  excuse  for  these  well-fed,  pam- 
pered manufacturers,  who  are  centred 
chiefly  in  and  around  Melbourne.  Even  if 
they  should  get  a  profecticm  of  3s.  6d.  per 
cwt.  on  this  occasicHi,  next  time  they  will 
want  a  protection  of  5s.,  and  so  the  eternal 
cry  for  "more"  will  go  on.  That  is  the 
kind  of  greed  which  feeds  upon  itself. 
The  more  protection  they  receive  the  more 
thev  want ;  when  they  get  hoary-headed 
with  age  they  will  be  still  crying  out  for 
more  protecticm. 

Mt.  Wilson. — It  is  only  a  protection  of 
IS.  6d.  per  cwt.  that  is  wanted  now. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Yes.  because  they 
know  they  have  no  hope  of  getting  more, 
and  that  is  fully  is.  too  much.  It  is  all 
very  well  foe  Ums  honorable  member  for 
^Fernda  to  plead  on  behalf  of  this  indus- 
try. He  is  understood  to  be  a  protectionist 
from  principle.  But  I  believe  that  he  is  a 
protectionist  because—without  meaning  any 
<^ence  to  him — he  makes  a  considerable 
amount  of  money  out  of  the  policy. 

Mr.  Harper. — I  could  do  just  as  well 
under  free-trade. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Then  I  will  assume 
that  the  honorable  member  is  a  protectionist 
from  personal  conviction.  In  his  elec- 
torate there  is  a  little  industr>*  which  has 
already  enjoyed  much  protectitm,  but  which 
is  asking  for  more.  I  interjected  that  500 
tons  of  strawboard  had  been  imported  by 
the  firm  mentioned  in  order  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  their  business. 

Mr.  Harper.^ — That  statement  is  con- 
tained in  a  letter  which  has  been  circulated. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  am  not  depending 
entirely  upon  that)iie^i:b^b:3^Gkg4miation. 
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In  a  circular  which  has  been  addressed  to 
honorable  members  I  find  the  following 
statement — 

The  Broadford  Strawboard  Mills  have  been 
so  busy  the  last  three  years  that  a  year  ago 
they  imported  500  tons  of  strawboard  to  try 
to  keep  pace  with  the  demand.  They  also  en- 
larged their  plant  considerably,  including  put- 
ting in  two  extra  lining  machmes. 

Whether  this  statement  is  true  or  not  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say,  because,  like  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Mernda,  I  can  wily  de- 
pend upon  the  information  which  has  been 
given  to  me. 

Mr.  Harper. — It  is  not  true. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Persons  who  are  well 
qu-ilified  to  give  correct  information  have 
told  me  that  the  statement  is  true,  but  the 
honorable  member  says  that  it  is  not,  and 
in  these  circumstances  it  will  be  for  the 
Committee  to  judge  between  the  conflicting 
statements. 

Mr.  Harper. — The  one  statement  is  based 
on  hearsay  and  the  other  emanates  from,  the 
Ijrin'  ipals  themselves. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.~Yes;  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  both  statements  come  frOTo 
sources  which  are  interested  in  the  industry", 
though  perhaps  from  opposite  stand-points. 
It  will  rest  with  the  Committee  to  deter- 
mine which  statemoit  is  right.  I  am  not 
Itrei>ared  to  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  the 
statement  I  cited,  but  I  am  prepared  to 
vouch  for  the  character  of  the  person  from 
whom  I  obtained  my  information.  Straw- 
board  is  not  manufactured  in  England.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  there  is  a  clause  in  the 
lensf's  of  most  English  farmers  requiring 
them  to  return  ali  the  straw  to  the  soil  for 
manuring  purposes.  It  is  stated  in  a  jour- 
nal published  in  the  interests  of  the  box- 
makers  and  strawboard  manufacturers  that 
practically  all  the  strawboard  manufactured 
in  Holland  is  exported  to  Great  Britain. 

The  American  Vice-Consul  at  Rotterdam  has 
been  going  specially  into  the  strawboard  indus- 
try of  that  country,  and  in  putting  the  report 
before  his  Government  states  that  the  manu- 
facturers will  not  give  any  information  on  the 
lubject, 

Ii  is  stated  that  practically  all  the  straw- 
board  exported  from  England  is  first  im- 
ported into  England  frcwn  Holland.  Re- 
ference has  been  made  to  the  number  of 
telegrams  sent  to  honorable  members  with 
the  object  of  influencing  their  votes  on  this 
question.  It  is  a  strange  thing  that  these 
telegrams  should  have  been  sent  simulta- 
neously. I  wonder  who  paid  for  them. 
Does  any  one  reallv  believe  that  the  em- 
ploy^ sent  them  at  their  own  expense?  I 


am  sure  that  they  have  not  mixiey  to  sDue 
for  sending  so  many  tel^ams  to  hc>norable 
members.  Now  in  his  evidence  before  the 
TariflF  Commission,  Mr.  James  McDougall 
was  questioned  with  regard  to  prices.  He 
told  the  Commis^(Xi  that  if  the  duty  was 
increased  the  prices  of  strawboard  would 
not  be  raised.  I  will  quote  from  his  evi- 
dence— questions  80,787  to  80,789 — - 

You  also  said  that  you  are  making  a  profit 
of  2^  per  cent.)  and  you  are  asking  for  as  in- 
creased duty  equivalent  to  ta^  per  cent.? — ^Yes; 
but  I  also  told  you  that  we  do  not  intend  to 
increase  our  price. 

You  can  give  no  guarantee  beyond  your 
word,  and,  as  a  matter  of  business,  you  koow 
that  we  have  to  look  at  the  matter  from  the 
bare  figure  point  of  view? — We  could  give  so 
undertaking  that  we  will  not  increase  the  price. 

That  would  be  unwise  when  the  price  woold 
be  contingent  upon  the  price  of  raw  material^— 
I  am  quite  prepared  to  take  the  risk. 

Here  is  sworn  evidence  that  if  Mr. 
McDougall  secured  this  duty  he  would  not 
increase  the  price.    Yet  we  know  that  be 

has  increased  the  price.  I  have  in  posses- 
sion a  circular  which  hds  been  issued  in  re- 
ference to  cardboard  boxes  by  a  firm  called 
the  Morris  Manufacturing  Company,  carry- 
ing on  business  in  Degraves-street,  Mel- 
bourne. I  do  not  know  who  the  members 
of  the  firm  are,  but  I  have  obtained  a 
copv  of  this  trade  drcular,  which  I  may  as 
well  read  to  the  Committee — 
Dear  Sir, 

On  account  of  the  increase  in  price  of  oar 
raw  material,  occasioned  by  the  introduction  of 
the  new  TarifT,  from  la^  per  cent,  to  30  per 
cent.,  we  shait  have  to  increase  oar  prices  15 
per  cent.,  as  from  the  9th  of  September.  All 
invoices  from  that  date  will  bear  the  additimal 
percentage. 

Thanking  you  for  your  past  favours,  and 
trusting  you  will  continue  to  place  youT  ordeis 
with  us,  which  at  all  times  will  xeceive  Ooi 
best  and  careful  attention. 

Yours  faithfully, 
THE  Morris  MANtiFACTtntiNC  COT. 

We  see  from  this  document  that  the  makers 
of  cardboard  boxes  have  had  to  increase 
their  prices  to  their  customers  because  of 
the  increase  of  the  price  of  strawboard, 
which  is  their  raw  material. 

Mr.  SpENce. — They  may  not  get  it 
from  Mr.  McDougall's  firm  at  all. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— There  is  no  other 
local  firm  which  makes  strawboard.  The 
increase  referred  to  is,  I  understand,  in  the 
locally-manufactured  article.  The  circular 
speaks  for  itself.  In  face  of  this  evidence, 
I  hope  that  hcmorable  members  will  pause 
l>efore  they  consent  to  an  increase  in  the 
(lutv.  They  must  remfiftber^&ht  straw- 
board  is  the  ra^s^l^SSf  ^SSWy  large 
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number  of  industries  employing  many 
hands — many  more  than  those  employed  in 
the  stiawboard  industry  itself.  Axe  not 
these  people  to  have  any  oonaderation  ? 
Are  nc4  the  people  who  use  strawboard 
boxes  for  the  purpose  of  enclosing  their 
wares  not  to  have  consideratiMi  either?  Is 
the  consumer  always  to  pay  the  piper,  and 
grin  and  bear  it?  He  is  the  one  indi- 
vidual in  the  community  whose  interests  do 
not  seem  to  enter  into  the  consideration  of 
protectionists  for  a  single  moment.  There 
IS  only  one  other  point  to  which  I  wish 
to  refer,  and  that  is  the  case  of  those  who 
have  to  import  strawboard  for  the  purpose 
of  manufacturing  the  finer  kind  of  boxes. 
I  am  credibly  informed  by  those  in  the 
trade  that  the  locally-made  strawboard,  aU 
though  it  is  useful,  cannot  be  used  for  all 
purpoies.  It  is  not  useful  for  the  manu- 
facture of  the  better  class  of  botes  which 
are  required  for  the  more  delicate  articles 
of  manufacture.  We  have  therefore  to 
consider  first  that  the  local  strawboard,  al- 
though it  is  improving  in  quality,  is  not 
equal  to  the  imputed  article,  and  secondly 
that  the  works  of  the  manufacturers  of  the 
local  strawboard  are  not  sufficiently  large 
to  supply  all  the  requirements  of  the 
Ctmimon wealth.  The  suggestioo  of  the 
hcMiorable  member  for  Parramatta  for  an 
ad  valorem  duty,  even  as  high  as  25  per 
cent.,  as  preferable  to  the  fixed  duty  of 
IS.  6d.,  or  even  is.,  is  one  that  should 
commend  itself  even  to  high  Tariff  pro- 
tectionists in  the  C<xnmittee. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [10.53].— I 
rise  principally  on  account  of  a  remark 
made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Mernda,  who  observed  that  the  making  of 
strawboard  was  almost  entirely  a  manual 
labour  industry.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
Ccxnmittee  will  find  that  Mr.  McDougall 
himself,  in  his  evidence — (luestion  80,768 
— when  asked,  "  How  many  hands  do  you 
employ  in  the  strawboard  mill?"  re- 
plied— 

I  should  think  that  we  have  between  fiftv  and 
sixty  hands  at  Broadford,  but  the  manufactuie 
of  strawboard  is  almost  all  automatic. 

That  disposes  of  the  statement  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Memda  that  this  is  a 
manual  labour  industry.  The  honorable 
member  for  Lang  has  quoted  from  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  McDougall,  showing  that  he 
underto<A,  after  due  consideration,  not 
to  raise  the  price  of  strawboard  if  the 
duty  wexe  increased.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Darling  yrges  that  we  ought  not 


to  pay  much  c(Hisiderati(»i  to  such  state- 
ments. But  Mr.  McDougall  is  not  tbe 
man  to  speak  lightly  of  such  things.  He 
is  not  the  man  to  make  a  promise  of  that 
kind  without  consideratkn.  He  knew  what 
he  was  talking  about  when  he  gave  that 
promise.  One  is  almost  forced  to  the 
conclusion  that  he  made  it  with  the  reser- 
vation that  he  would  break  it  as  soon  as 
he  got  an  opportunity.  His  explanation 
of  the  increase  in  the  price  will  not,  to 
my  mind,  hold  water.  In  writing  to  the 
Sydney  Morning  Heraldt  Mr.  McDougall 
said — 

We  have  a  perfect  right  to  increase  our  price 
until  such  time  as  tbe  duty  is  determined  upon, 
because  we  have  now  to  pay  heavy  duty  od 
felts,  wires,  lining  paper,  and  dextrine,  etc.. 
that  were  heretofore  free.  Should  the  in- 
creased duty  be  passed,  we  will  at  once  reduce 
oar  price  to  the  rate  tiiat  it  was  when  I  gave 
evidence  before  the  Commission  plus  the  extra 
cost  that  we  will  have  to  pay  consequent  upon 
the  increased  duties — if  carried — on  felts,  wires, 
lining  paper,  dextrine,  etc. 

Mr.  HuHE  Cook. — Dextrine  i^  free. 

Mr.  BOWDEN. — I  am  simply  reading 
Mr,  McDougall's  explanation.  I  propose 
now  to  read  a  reply  to  which  Mr. 
McDougall  has  not  seen  fit  to  answer.  In 
the  same  newspaper,  Messrs.  Fuerth  and 
Xall  wrote — 

In  reply  to  this,  we  question  the  justness  of 
raising  the  prices  while  the  Tariff  is  under  con* 
sideration,  but  totally  disagree  with  him  in  his 
reasons  for  so  doing,  based  as  they  are  on  the 
heavy  dnttea  imposed  oa  felts,  wires,  lining 
paper,  and  dextrine.  In  the  first  item,  "felts" 
— even  if  used  in  a  strawboard-making  machine 
• — would  come  in  free  under  division  XVI.  (Mis- 
cellaneous). Item  441  reads — "Felts  for  paper> 
making  machine,  free."  Next,  "  wires "  is 
dealt  with  under  division  VI.  (Metals  and  Ma- 
chinery), item  235,  General,  s  per  cent., 
British,  free.'  As  the  British-made  wire  is  bet- 
ter quality  and  as  cheap  as  any  other  make, 
this  item  can  be  reckoned  free  also.  Lining 
paper  and  dextrine — As  neither  of  these  is  used 
at  all  on  un-lined  boards,  no  extra  duty  on 
them  need  be  considered. 

In  this  letter  Messrs.  Fuerth  and  Nail, 
who  are  paper-box  manufacturers  in  Syd- 
ney, show  that  every  one  of  the  reasons 
given  Mr.  McDougall  for  raising  pricfA 
is  without  foundation.  Even  if  these  raw 
materials  were  not  free  Mr.  McDougall 
could  not  be  released  from  the  promise 
that  he  made  when  before  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission that  he  would  not,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, increase  the  price  of  straw- 
board.  The  only  other  point  with  which  I 
desire  to  deal  is  that  relating  to  the  natural 
protection  enjoved  bv  the^local  jBapufac- 
turers.    It  U  tnJ&gthaftS'fVyMteH^ime  a 
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few  consignments  of  strawboard  came  in 
— while  the  freight  war  lasted — at  5s.  per 
ton.  A  special  shipment  was  brought  in  at 
that  rate  when  the  ship-owners  were  cut- 
ting freights,  but  those  circumstances  do 
not  pertain  to-day,  and  are  not  likely  to 
recur.  The  Bulletin,  m  writing  in  opposi- 
tion to  Messrs.  Fuerth  and  Nail's  conten- 
tion,  in  its  issue  of  12th  September  last, 
acknowledged  that  it  was  only  while  the 
freight  war  lasted  that  this  rate  was 
charged. 

Mr.  Harper. — The  war  of  frdghts 
lasted  for  about  two  years. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— But  it  is  dead  now. 
Mr.  Harper. — Yes. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— It  will  be  interesting 
to  place  on  rea)rd  a  compariscHi  of  charges 
on  Dutch  and  Australian  strawboard.  The 
expense  on  one  ton  of  Dutch  strawboard 
are  as  follow: — Frright  frtwn  Holland  to 
Hamburg,  los. ;  Hamburg  dues  and 
agency  f.o.b.,  7s.  6d.  ;  freight  from  Ham- 
burg to  Sydney  by  sailer,  i8s.  g6. ;  insur- 
ance. 3s. '  7d. ;  exchange,  ss. ;  agent's  com- 
mission, 5  per  cent,  on  c.i.f.,  5s.  5d. ; 
wharfage,  3s.  pd. ;  cartage,  3s. ;  duty 
under  old  Tariff,  j£i ;  total,  £3  17s.  The 
expenses  cm  one  ton  of  Broadford  straw- 
board  are  as  follow  : — Expenses  from  mill, 
Broadford,  to  f.o.b.  Melbourne,  12s.  6d. ; 
freight,  Melbourne  to  Sydney,  at  12s.  66., 
less  10  per  cent.,  iis.  3d. ;  insurance,  8d. ; 
wharfage,  3s.  gd. — these  are  the  actual 
charges — cartage,  3s. ;  leaving  a  balance  of 
£.2  5s.  lod.,  which  is  equal  to  an  ad 
valorem  duty  of  5if  per  cent,  f.o.b.  in 
favour  of  the  Broadford  mill.  The  straw- 
board  mill  gives  employment  to  twenty  or 
thirty  hands,  whereas  the  industries  that 
seeks  a  reductioi  of  the  duty  give  employ- 
ment to  between  3,000  and  4,000. 

Mr.  Harper. — The  local  mill  gives  em- 
ployment to  about  sixty-five  hands. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— Even  if  it  does,  I 
think  these  facts  show  that  it  is  undesirable 
to  increase  the  duty.  If,  however,  the 
Treasurer  is  prepared  to  agree  to  a  duty  of 
25  per  cent,  as  a  compromise,  I  shall  be 
readv  to  accept  it 

Amendment,  bv  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  (fey  Mr.  Povnton)  nega- 
tived— 

That  after  the  figures  "  28.  6d.  "  the  words 
"and  on  and  after  loth  December,  190^,  per 
cwt.  (General  Tariff),  is.,"  be  inserted. 

Amendments  (bj-   5!r.   J.   H.  Catts) 
agreed  to — 
That  after  the  figures  "  2s.  6d  "  the  words 
and  on  and  after  loth  December,  19071  per 


cwt.  (General  Tariff),  tc  6d.,"  be  inserted; 
and  that  after  the  figure  " »%."  the  words 
"  and  on  and  after  loth  December,  igo7,  per 
cwt.  (United  Kingdom),  is.  6d.  *'  be  added. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  I-  Hags,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff), 
30  per  cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  25  per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11. 8]. — When  moving  in  connexion 
with  a  previous  paragraph  the  reduction  of 
rates  to  5s.  and  4s.  6d.,  I  said  that  I 
thought  that  a  corresponding  reducti<Mi  in 
the  rates  on  hags  would  be  7s.  and  6s.  6d. ; 
but  I  have  since  been  informed  by  a  number 
of  honorable  members  that  those  rates  would 
not  give  a  sufficient  m^gin,  and  that  the 
rates  should  be  8s.  and  7s.  5d.  I  therefore 
move — 

That  after  the  words-  "  30  per  cent."  the 
words  "  and  on  and  after  loth  December,  1907, 
per  cwt.  (General  Tariff).  8s-,"  be  inserted; 
and  that  after  the  words  "25  per  cent."  the 
words  "  and  on  and  after  loth  December,  19071 
pet  cwt.  (United  Kingdom),  7$.  6d.,"  be  added. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [11.10].— The 
Treasurer  has  behaved  rather  shabWly  to- 
wards the  Opposition  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  He  made  a  certain  proposal,  on 
the  strength  of  which  the  call  for  a  dinsiOD 
was  withdrawn. 

Sir  William  Lyne.  —  The  honcHuble 
member  voted  against  what  I  proposed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  shall  always  vote 
against  high  duties ;  but  that  does  not  re- 
lieve the  Minister  of  his  responsibility. 
Had  he  stated  earlier  that  be  intended  to 
make  these  rates  8s.  and  7s.  6d..  honcv- 
able  members  might  have  voted  for  a 
greater  reduction  of  the  duties  on  raw 
material.  What  has  happened  savours  •>£ 
sharp  practice. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  do  not  say  that  the 
Treasurer  has  been  guilty  of  sharp  prac- 
tice ;  but  to  an  outsider  it  might  seem  that 
he  has  worked  a  point  on  the  Opposition 
in  getting  honorable  members  to  agree  to 
certain  rates  on  raw  material  on  the  promise 
.that  he  would  propose  lower  rates  on  the 
finished  article,  and  failing  to  carry  out 
that  premise.  I  do  not  deny  that  he  may 
have  been  asked  to  make  this  alteration  -. 
but,  having  made  a  bargain,  he  should  have 
stuck  to  it.  Of  coiirse,  it  is  no  use  talking, 
but  I  enter  my  protest  against  what  has 
been  dcme. 

Colonel  FOXTON  (Brisbane)  [11.12]. 
— There  may  be  some  misapprehension  on 
the  part  of  the  honorable  member  for  Lang 
in  regard  to  what  the  Tienurer  has^tone. 
The  rates  original  I^'^M|t6Sea^^Sie»oa 
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with  bag  paper  were  6s.  6d.  and  6s.  pei 
cwt. ;  and  when  I  suggested  their  reduction 
to  3s.  6d.  and  3s. »  the  Treasurer  intimated 
that  he  was  pr^iared  to  increase  the  duty 
on  bags  to  ns.  and  los.  to  preserve  the 
proportion.  On  the  reducticm  of  the  duty 
on  paper  the  Treasurer  proposed  to  make 
the  duty  on  bags  7s.  6d.  and  7s.  In  re- 
garding those  as  fair  rates  on  bags,  he 
was  evidently  misled  by  the  fact  that  the 
difference  between  the  two  sets  of  duties 
remained  the  same,  forgetting  that  the 
propcMtion  was  different.  Under  the 
circumstances,  he  was  justified  in  moving 
for  rates  of  8s.  and  7s.  6d.,  which  pre 
serve  as  nearly  as  possible  the  old  propor- 
tion. If  the  paper-bag  industry  is  to  W 
preserved,  the  margin  given  will  be  little 
enough. 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  K.  N.E.I.,  iacluding  Cardboard, 
Pasteboaril,  Pulpboard.  Cloth-lined  Boards,  and 
(loth-lined  Paper,  Floor  Paper,  Paper-hang- 
ings or  Wall-papers,  Millboard,  Greyboaril, 
I-eathcrboard,  and  Woodboard  and  Toilet  Paper 
in  rolls  or  packets,  ad  val.  (General  TarifT),  to 
per  cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  (Cook)  [11.15].— 
This  item  involves  increases,  in  some  cases 
of  10  per  cent,  and  in  other  cases  of  5  per 
cent.,  on  the  old  Tariff.  Millbcmrd,  grey- 
board,  leatherboard  and  woodboard  are  not 
manufactured  in  Australia,  and  I  wish  to 
ask  the  Treasurer  whether  he  will  agree  to 
these  articles  being  omitted  frcwn  this  para- 
graph with  a  view  to  their  inclusion  in  a 
new  paragraph  and  being  made  dutiable  at- 
5  j.er  cent,  in  the  general  Tariff  and  free 
from  the  United  King(il(»n,  where  I  under- 
stand they  are  made. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  .prepared  to 
accept  that  amendment. 

Amendment  by  (.Mr.  J.  H.  Catts) 
prc^)osed — 

That  the  words  "  Millboard,  Greyboard, 
I^-Ltherboard,  and  Woodboard "  be  left  out. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [11.17].— When 
the  old  Tariff  was  being  discussed  six  years 
ago,  I  had  a  letter  similar  to  the  one  I 
have  in  hand  now  frcwn  the  Bookbinders 
and  Paper-rulers'  Union,  which  at  that  time 
was  a  Victorian  institution,  but  has  since 
become  a  federated  union,  making  the 
same  suggestion  as  that  wluch  has  been 
made  by  the  honorable  m«nber  for  Cook, 
with  the  exception  that  cardboard  and 
pasteboard  should  also  be  admitted  free. 
These  articles  are  the  raw  materials  of  the 
book-binding  industry,  and  as  books  when 
made  up  are  admitted  free  it  is  not  right 


to  penalize  the  local  book-binding  industry 
by  levying  any  duty  at  all  upon  card- 
board or  pasteboard.  These  articles  are 
not  made  here. 

Mr.  HmiE  Cook. — Is  the  homx^le 
member  quite  sure  that  cardboard  and 
pasteboard  are  not  made  here. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  letter  which  I  have 
says  that  these  boards  are  not  manufac- 
tured in  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  duty 
would  therefore  be  merely  a  revenue  duty. 
The  letter  is  signed  "  James  Munn,  Secre- 
tary to  the  Australian  Book-binders  and 
Paper-rulers'  Federated  UnicMi." 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne. — I  am  informed 
that  they  are  made  here. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  am  infoimed  that 
they  are  not  made  here,  and  if  the 
Minister  believes  they  are  we  shall  have  to 
let  them  go  for  the  present,  make  inquiries 
in  the  meantime,  and  if  necessary  see  that 
they  are  (Mnitted  when  the  Tariff  is  before 
another  place. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [11.19].—! 
think  I  have  a  prior  amendment  to  that 
moved  by  the  h(»iorabIe  member  for  Cook, 
because  I  wish  to  have  cardboard  and 
pasteboard  left  out.  I  have  here  a  photo- 
graphic mount  which  is  manufactured  in 
Australia,  but  the  whole  of  the  middle  of 
the  mount  is  manufactured  from  what  is 
called  "  wood-pulp  middles,"  a  material 
which  is  not  manufactured  and  cannot  be 
manufactured  in  Australia,  and  which  is 
useless  for  any  other  purpose  than  tlie 
manufacture  of  these  mounts. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — The  Minister  has 
agreed  to  leave  out  woodboard. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— If  that  will  cover 
wood-pulp  middles  I  am  satisfied. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [11.20].— 
My  honorable  friend,  the  leader  of  the  Op- 
position, will  no  doubt  be  pleased  to  hear 
that  I  join  in  requesting  a  reducti<Hi  of  the 
duty  upon  these  items. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  millenium  is 
coming. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— In  the  Tariff 
Commission  I  was  o\'er-ruled  by  my  col- 
leagues. I  suggested  the  reduction  of  these 
duties  from  15  per  cent,  to  10  percent,  all 
round,  and  I  am  quite  prepared  to  go  even 
lower  than  10  per  cent,  on  these  boards, 
which  I  do  not  think  are  made  here. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [11. 31].— In 
view  of  the  statement  made  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Tariff  CommissicMi,  I  do  not 
see  whv  only  the  paftf »»l?r^;Cfi?lw  re- 
ferred to   shouia'9't?edte>ri8W^Aim  this 
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item.  Why  should  we  adopt  the  course 
proposed  if  we  know  that  these  article 
are  not  made  in  Australia? 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne. — Some  of  them  are 
made  here. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Pasteboard,  cardboard, 
millboard,  leatherboard,  greybeard,  and 
woodboard  have  all  been  mentioned  as 
articles  that  are  not  made  here,  and  the 
statement  has  been  confirmed  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Tariff  Commission.  It  is  now 
prc^osed  to  leave  out  four  of  these  articles 
atx>ut  which  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt, 
and  to  include  two  which  the  Chairman  of 
the  Tariff  Commission  says  are  not  made 
here. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Cardboard  and  paste- 
board are  made  here. 

Mr.  FRAZ£R.^We  have  the  oijinion 
of  the  Chairman  of  the  Tariff  Commission 
to  the  contrary. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  have  not  giv«i  an 
opinifMi,  but  a  statement  of  fact  based  on 
knowledge. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  Chairman  of  the 
I'ariff  Commisi<Mi  has  been  inquiring  into 
the  matter  for  two  years,  and  I  am  pre- 
pared to  accept  his  opinion.  The  Govern- 
ment, when  they  have  found  themselves 
in  trouble,  have  been  keen  enough  to 
shelter  themselves  behind  the  decisions  of 
the  Tariff  Commission.  I  do  not  think 
we  should  leave  the  articles  about  which 
scxne  doubt  has  been  expressed  to  be  struck 
out  of  this  item  when  the  Tariff  is  before 
another  place.  I  prefer  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Cook  should  add  to  his 
amendment  "  pasteboard  and  cardboard." 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Na 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Very  well,  I  shall 
move  tiieir  omissitm  myself.  I  ask  the 
honorable  member  for  Cook  to  tonporarily 
withdraw  his  amendment  in  order  to  enable 
me  to  submit  a  prior  amendment. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — I  do  not  think  I 
should  stand  in  the  honorable  member's 
way  if  he  desires  to  move  a  prior  amend- 
ment, though  I  shall  not  vote  for  the 
amendment  he  proposes.  I  ask  leave  to 
temporarily  withdraw  my  amendment. 

.^jnendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Frazer)  pro- 
posed— 

That  th«  words  "  Cardboard,  Pasteboard," 
be  left  out. 

Question— That  the  words  "  Cardboard, 
Pasteboard,"  proposed  to  be  left  out,  stand 


part  of  the  paragraph  (Mr.  Frazer's 
amendment)  —  put.  The  Comanuttee 
divided. 


Ayes 

Noes 

MajcHity 

Catts,  J.  H. 
Chapman,  Avitm 
Coon,  J. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Lyae,  Sir  William 
Mahon,  H. 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  I. 
Mauger,  S. 

Archer,  E.  W. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
JohasoD,  W.  E. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A. 

Batchelor,  K.  L. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Fairbaira,  G. 
Webster,  W. 
Harper,  R. 
Page,  J. 

Bamford,  F.  W. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
O'Malley,  King 
Deakin,  A. 
Fisher,  A. 


19 
16 


Ans. 

McDougall  J.  K. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Watkins,  D. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

J.- 
Cook, Hume 
Foster,  F.  J. 

Noes. 

Quick,  Sir  John 
Sinclair,  H. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Tudor,  F.  G. 

Tellers  : 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
pAns. 

Glvnn,  P.  McM. 
Rcid,  O.  H. 
Livingston,  J. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Smith,  Bruce, 
Willis,  Henry 
Brown,  Tilley 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Liddell,  F. 
Hushes,  W.  M. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Rrown,  Thomat 
Edwards,  R. 


Question  so  reserved  in  the  affirmative. 
Amendmoit  negatirad. 
Amendm«it  (by  Mr.  J.  H.  Catts)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  words  "Millboard,  Greyboard, 
Leatherboard,  and  Woodboard  "  be  left  oat. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [11. -32].  — I 
have  a  letter  from  the  Master  Printers*  As- 
sociation, pointing  out  that  quite  a  ntim- 
her  of  these  lines,  more  particularly  paste- 
board, pulpboard,  leatherboard,  greyboard. 
and  woodboard  are  not  made  here.  I 
move — 

That  after  the  words  "20  per  cent.,"  the 
words  "  and  on  and  after  toth  December,  icfyj, 
ad   val.   (General   Tariff),   15  per  cent.,"  be 

inserted. 

I  intend,  if  that  is  agreed  to,  to  move  that 
the  duty  be  10  per  centYin  the  (^£e  of  im- 
ports from  the  Ualtisd  ^Ri^mg 
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Question  put.   The  C<xnmittee  divided. 
Ayes      ...  ...  ...  IS 

Noes     ...         ■■■         ■••  20 


Majority 

Cook,  Joseph 
Forrest,  Sir  John 

Fra/er,  C.  E. 
Hedges,  W.  M. 
Jrlmson,  W.  E. 
Mabon,  H. 
McWilliams.  \V.  J. 
I'jtmer,  A.  C. 

ratts,  J.  H. 
Chapman,  Auitia 
Coon,  J. 
KwiDg,  T.  T. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
FoxtoD,  Colonel 
liioom.  L.  E. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Mntoney,  \V.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 
Muger,  S. 

(ilvnn,  P.  McM. 
Rcid,  G.  H. 
I.ivingslon,  T. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Smith,  Bince, 
Willis,  Henry 
llrown,  Tilley 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Wilki,  W.  H. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Liddell,  F. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Brown,  Thomas 
Edwards,  R. 


AYES. 

Poynton,  A- 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Sinclair,  H. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 

TeUers: 
Archer,  E.  W. 
llowden,  E.  K. 
Noes. 

McDougall,  J.  K. 
Salmon,  ('.  t,'. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrcr,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 

Cook,  Hume 
WiK,  G.  H. 
pAUtS. 
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Hall,  D.  R. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Watson,  J.  C- 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Webster,  W. 
Harper,  R. 
Page,  J. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
O' Mai  ley,  KioR 
Demkin,  A. 
Fisher,  A. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  following  new  paragrapE  be  in- 
serted : — "(KK)  On  and  after  loth  December, 
1407,  Millboard,  Grevboaid,  Leatherboard, 
Woodboard,  ad.  v.-il.  (General  Tariff),  5  per 
cent.;  (United  Kinfrdom),  free." 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [11.40].— I 
suggest  that  Manila  board  should  also  be 
included.  This  board  is  made  from  grey 
board,  with  an  outside  of  wood  board,  and 
15  used  for  purposes  similar  to  those  for 
which  the  boards  proposed  by  the  Treasurer 
are  used.  I  am  afraid  that  unless  it  is 
included  it  may  fall  tmder  some  other  para- 
graph. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  accept  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  honorable  member. 

Proposed  new  paragraph  amended  ac- 
cordingly. 


Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— Why  should  not  the 
whole  item  be  free? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Because  it  is  de- 
sired to  bring  these  boards  in  unison  with  a 
number  of  other  articles  whidi  bear  a 
similar  duty. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [i  1.41].— There 
is  no  advantage  in  the  preference  that  is 
proposed.  For  instance*  wood  pulp 
middles  are  not  brought  from  the  Old  Coun- 
try, and  those  interested  in  the  paper  mills 
admit  that  the  article  ought  to  come  in  free. 
I  have  here  a  statement  from  the  manufac- 
turers as  follows — 

The  middles  are  a  rough  paper,  forming  the 
body  of  tbe  cardboard,  and  their  are  made  from 
spruce  and  some  other  soft  woods,  which  in 
Canada  and  Sweden  and  some  other  countries 
where  water-power  is  plentiful  are  ground  up 
into  a  kind  of  pulp,  and  in  the  one  process 
made  into  middles,  such  as  we  use.  There  is 
no  wood  grown  in  Australia  in  any  marketable 
quantity  which  cduld  be  used  for  this  purpose, 
nor  is  water-power  available. 

No  witness  on  behalf  of  the  local  paper  milli 
or,  as  far  as  we  know,  on  behalf  of  any  Aus- 
tralian paper  mill,  made  any  request  that  these 
wood  pulp  middles  should  be  made  to  i^ay 
duty.  Tbey  do  not  compete  against  anv  ar- 
ticle produced  in  Australia,  or  likely  to  be 
produced,  as  they  are  far  too  expensive  to  com- 
pete against  strawboard,  and  the  thickness  to  be 
admitted  free  might  be  limited  to  an  equivalent 
of  140  lbs.  per  ream  royal,  and  under. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  that  wood  pulp 
middles  are  not  made  in  the  United  Kinjj- 
dom,  and  that,  therefore,  the  proposed  [)re- 
ference  is  a  sham.  The  Treasurer  wishes 
the  Cwnmittee  to  believe  that  bv  pdrnftting 
these  articles  free  under  tTie  Tariff  for  the 
United  Kingdom  he  is  giving  a  substantial 
preference  to  the  Mother  Country.  But,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  he  is  doing  nothing  of  the 
kind.    I  move — 

That  the  proposed  new  paragraph  be  amended 
by  leavinR  out  the  words  "  t,  per  cent.,"  with  a 
view  to  insert  in  lien  thereof  the  word  "  free.'' 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [11.46].— 
I  ask  the  Treasurer,  to  irKlude  in  this  para- 
graph cardboard  and  pasteboard,  whicii 
are  not  made  here,  and  which  are  imported 
in  the  rough. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — They  have  already 
been  dealt  with,  and  we  cannot  revert  to 
them. 

^(^.  MALONEY.— If  I  cannot  get  the 
articles  I  have  mentioned  placed  upon  the 
free  list  by  this  Ccwnmittee,  it  will  be  my 
duty  to  endeavour  to  persuade  the  Senate 
to  put  them  in  that  category. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Ii?i^--7TLltlMPSbfe>*"*" 
matter  that  I  shalfW^iJ^RS^ 
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Amendment  of  the  proposed  new  para^ 
graph,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Bowden)  nega- 
tived— 

That  the  proposed  new  paragraph  be  amended 
by  inserUng  after  the  words  *'  Manila  board"  the 
words  "  lined  and  unlined." 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Johnson)  nega- 
tived— 

That  the  proposed  new  par-igraph  be  amended 
by  leaving  out  the  words  "  5  per  cent.,''  with  a 
view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "  free." 
Proposed  new  paragraph  agreed  to. 

ParagLiph  (L).  Surface- coated  Paper,  in- 
cluding Marble  and  Foil  Paper,  ad  val-i  20 
per  cent. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluau  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  following  words  be  addpd  : — "  and 
on  and  after  loth  December,  1907 — (l).  Flint  or 
Surf  ace -coated  Paper,  plain  or  emmused,  also 
Marble  and  Foil  Paper  and  Box  M^ers'  Bor- 
dering and  Lace  Paper,  free." 

Mr.  THOMAS  (Barrier)  [11.51].— Will 
the  propoEal  of  the  Treasurer  permit  of 
paper  that  is  used  in  the  production  of 
magazines  and  books  being  admitted  free? 
We  have  already  placed  both  magazines 
and  books  in  the  free  list,  and  it  would  be 
unwise,  therefore,  to  make  the  paper  used 
in  their  producticHi  dearer  than  is  abso- 
lutely necessary. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  papers 
used  in  the  production  of  books  and  maga- 
zines will  be  free. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  take  it  that  that  is 

the  desire  of  the  Treasurer? 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Yes.  We  have 
already  made  magazines  free.  In  addition, 
I  understand  that  this  paper  is  used  in 
connexion  with  photography. 

Mr.  THO^^AS.— Having  received  the 
assurance  of  the  Treasurer  that  his  pro- 
posal will  accomplish  what  I  desire,  I  shall 
raise  no  objection  to  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVXE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11.53]  — The  object  of  my  pro- 
posal has  already  been  stated  by  the  hon- 
orable member.  But  I  should  like  to  hear 
an  explanation  from  the  honorable  member 
for  Bendigo  in  regard  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Commission  upon  this  item, 
which  to  me  appears  to  be  an  extraordinary 
one.  The  A  section  of  the  CcMnmissioii 
has  recommended  that  it  should  be  duti- 
able at  20  per  cent.,  and  the  B  section 
that  it  should  bear  a  ro  per  cent.  duty. 
But  the  Department  is  absolutely  opposed  to 
either  of  the  duties  suggested,  and  I  should 
like  to  know  whether  a  mistake  has  not 


occurred.  The  duty  proposed  has  been 
adopted  on  the  recommendaticxi  of  the  A 
section  of  the  CoromissicKi. 

Sir  JoiiN  Quick. — Upon  very  strong 
evidence. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  been 
urged  by  a  large  number  of  h(xioraUe 
members  ti>  place  the  item  upon  the  free 
list. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Has  t'he  Treasurer 
read  the  evidence  taken  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  not 
read  all  of  it.  If  I  had,  I  should  pro- 
bably be  deaf  and  dumb. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [11.55.]. 
— I  may  inform  the  Committee  that  Mr. 
McDougall  made  a  very  strong  appeal  to 
the  Tariff  Commission  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  page 
273  of  volume  6  of  the  minutes  of  evi- 
dence. Referring  to  surface  coated  papsr 
l)eing  free,  he  pointed  out  that  the  printing 
paper  of  which  it  is  composed  was  a\&o 
free ;  but  that  as  regards  the  materials  used 
for  surface  coating  the  paper,  there  was  a 
duty  of  2s.  per  cwt.  on  pulp  colours:  2s. 
per  cwt.  on  blanc  fixe  ;  2s.  per  cwt.  on  satin 
white ;  and  20  per  cent,  on  albumen  glue. 
He  went  on  to  sav — 

How  cm  an  industry  be  carried  on  under 
Buch  conditions  ?  We  have  invested  over 
;^5,>x>o  in  this  department  tmder  the  protection 
of  the  old  Tariff,  and  think  that  it  is  a  fair 
thing  now  to  ask  for  20  per  cent,  protection. 
I  trust  that  the  appeal  will  meet  with  vour 
favorable  consideration. 

lA  reply  to  questwn  80828,  "What  have 
you"  to  say  as  to  surface  coated  papers?  " 
he  complained  that  most  of  his  raw  mate- 
rials were  liable  to  duty,  and  said  that  "  the 
charge  is  the  same  on  the  raw  material 
as  on  the  manufactured  article."  That 
is  the  reason  why  the  A  section  of  the 
Tariff  Commission  reccwnmended  that  there 
should  be  a  duty  of  20  per  cent.  Mr. 
McDougall  made  a  very  strong  a{^aU 
and  we  thought  that  he  had  made  a  verv 
strong  case  for  surface  coated  paper  to  l^ 
protected — not  to  the  same  extent,  perhaps, 
as  the  strawboard,  but  still  to  some  extent, 
considering  that  he  was  taxed  on  his  raw 
material. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[11.58]. — I  su[)pose  that  this  duty  will  be- 
comt-  one  of  the  slaughtered  innocents,  as 
the  Treasurer  has,  unfortunately,  agreed  to 
make  the  article  free.  This  commodity 
has  been  manufactured  in  Australia  for 
some  time.  Surely  ^'^r^f^^R^i^K^'^  the 
manufacturers  wftgft^^N&PMgtot  they 
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can  make  surface  coated  paper.  I  am 
sure  that  it  can  be  made  here,  and  made 
well  too.  A  duty  on  the  finished  article 
is  essential,  because  the  majority  of  the 
raw  materials  are  liable  to  duty.  But  as 
I  understand  that  the  Treasurer  has  an- 
other proposition  to  make  in  connexion  with 
this  matter  I  shall  resume  mv  seat. 

Mr.  SPENCE  <Darling)  [12.0].- On 
this  matter  I  have  a  statement  f rom 
the  Master  Printers'  Association  of  Vic- 
toria, the  Associated  Press  of  Tasmania, 
the  paper  manufacturers,  tlie  cardboard  box 
makers,  the  paper  bag  makers,  the  manu- 
facturing stationers,  and  the  paper  mer- 
chants of  Victoria,  asking  that  these  articles 
shall  be  made  duty  free,  because,  as  thev 
say,  a  tax  on  surface  coated  papers  in  almost 
endless  varieties  would  press  unduly  on  the 
printing  and  bag  making  industries.  I 
presume  that  the  trade  is  not  yet  in  a  posi- 
tion to  supply  the  endless  varieties  which 
are  required. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgooriie)  [12. i  a.m.]. 
— I  desire  to  elicit  from  the  Treasurer  how 
he  proposes  to  deal  with  paragraph  r, 
which  subjects  paper  shavings  and  waste 
paper  for  paper  making  to  a  duty  of  5 
per  cent.,  e«ept  when  imported  fnnn  the 
United  Kingdom,  whence  they  are  admitted 
free.  I  also  desire  to  know  how  he  intends 
to  deal  with  paragraph  t,  under  which  pulp 
few  manufacturing  paper  is  dutiable  at  5 
per  cent.,  except  when  it  is  imported  from 
the  United  Kingdcwn,  whence  it  comes  in 
free.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  surface  coated 
paper  is  to  be  made  free,  the  articles  em- 
bi*aced  in  paragraphs  r  and  t  should  be 
dealt  with  in  the  same  way.  I  presume 
that  if  the  United  Kingdcxn  is  incapable  of 
supplying  the  finished  article  it  will  not 
have  mixih  of  the  raw  material  to  supply 
to  the  Commonwealth.  Apparently,  the 
Treasurer  does  not  intend  to  reply  to  my 
inquiries  on  these  heads.  But  there  is 
another  questitm  on  which,  perhaps,  he  may 
be  able  to  give  me  some  informatiwi.  I 
understand  that  certain  weeklv  newspapers 
use  a  surface  coated  paper,  which  of  course 
is  superior  to  the  news  paper  that  has  been 
made  free.  I  desire  to  ascertain  from  the 
htmorable  gentleman  what  paper  in  the  past 
has  been  imported  under  the  designation 
of  surface  coated  paper. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  intend  to  make 
the  articles  embraced  in  paragraphs  r  and 
T  free. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  desire  to  know  whe- 
ther in  the  past  any  news  paper  used  in 
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the  production  of  weekly  newspapers  has 
been  imported  under  this  head. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyme. — I  cannot  tell  the 
honorable  member  without  reference  to  the 
records. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  suppose  we  may  as- 
sume that  in  the  event  of  this  item  being 
made  free  it  will  cover  the  whole  of  the 
news  paper  that  is  used  throughout  the 
Commonwealth.  A  certain  kind  of  paper 
for  printing  newspapers  is  to  be  free.  But 
my  information  is  that  some  newspapers 
use  surface  coated  papers. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Only  for  printing  illus- 
trations. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Will  the  paper  used  by 
those  who  use  surface-coated  papers  be 
made  free?  If  the  Minister  will  give  me 
a  decisicMi  on  that  subject  I  shall  be  satis- 
fied. 

Mr.  Salmon. — If  the  surface-coated 
papers  are  produced  in  the  country,  will 
the  honorable  member  vote  for  the  duty? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Certainly.  If  the 
honorable  member  can  satisfy  me  that 
these  papers  are  produced  in  satisfactory 
quantities  I  will  vote  with  him.  But  I 
am  unable  to  get  an  opinion  from  the  Min- 
ister as  to  whether  or  ^ot  the  item  covers 
the  whole  of  the  papers  required  by  the 
newspapers,  and  whether  the  proprietors 
have  been  clearing  under  this  itenv  in  the 
past. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [12.8  a.m.]. 
— I  understand  tHat  the  papers  dealt  with 
in  this  paragraph  are  to  be  made  free 
with  the  proviso  that  coated  boards  shall 
be  dutiable.  Surface  paper  is  undoubt- 
edly produced  in  the  CcHnmonwealtb.  But 
the  manufacturers  of  it  will  be  prepared, 
if  they  receive  a  sufficient  protection  on 
coated  boards,  to  forego  a  duty  on  this 
particular  class  of  paper. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber say  that  it  is  imported  in  rolls  or 
folios,' and  coated  within  the  Common- 
wealth ? 

Mr.  SALMON. — I  am  informed  that  it 
is  imported  as  printing  paper  and  surface- 
OHited  by  the  local  manufacturers.  The 
hcxiorable  member  will  therefore  be  able 
to  vote  for  this  surface-coated  paper  being 
made  free,  but  it  must  be  understood  that 
it  would  be  unfair  to  take  frwn  the  manu- 
facturers their  protection  on  surface-coated 
paper,  and  then  refuse  to  give  them  the 
protection  the\'  require  on  surface-coated 
boards. 

Mr.  Frazer. — We  ought  to  get  the 
proviso  before  voting  on  the  original  iton. 
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Mr.  SALMON.— That  would  be  a  fair 
tiling.  All  that  they  are  asking  f<H-  is  a  duty 
of  1 5  per  cent,  on  the  coated  boards.  They 
pay  ID  per  cent,  on  their  raw  material. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [12.12  a.m.]. — I  mov^ — 

'fh.'it  the  following  new  paragraph  be  in- 
serted : — "  IJ..  On  and  after  loth  Decem- 
ber, 1907 — Coated  Boardd  n.e.i.,  wfcidi,  at 
llic-  Kize  of  a  sint^le  royal  20  x  25  inches,  or  iu 
eqtiiv.-ilent,  weigh  80  lbs.,  or  over,  per  ream 
of  480  sheets,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  a$  per 
rem.;  (United  Kingdoin)>  30  per  cent." 

I'he  object  of  this  new  paragraph  is  to 
make  a  margin  between  the  duty  on  the 
goods  dealt  with  in  paragraph  l,  and 
those  included  here. 

Mr.  Tudor. — The  Minister  only  pro- 
p:)ses  a  margin  of  5  per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  It  was 
originally  proposed  to  me  that  the  duty 
should  be  30  per  cent,  and  35  per  cent. 
I  have  been  guided  largely  by  what  we 
have  done  in  r^ard  to  other  items. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [12.13  a.m.].— 
The  position,  as  I  understand  it,  is  this : 
Vnder  paragraph  k  we  have  imposed 
duties  on  the  raw  material  of  20  per  cent, 
.'ind  15  per  cent.  Now  it  is  piopwsed  to 
give  a  margin  of  5  per  cent,  for  the  sur- 
face coating  of  boards.  I  am  given  to 
understand  that  that  is  not  nearly  enough. 
A  margin  of  15  per  cent,  is  a-iiked  for.  I 
haw  here  a  letter  on  the  subject.  Hwi- 
nrable  members  have  been  inundated  with 
letters.  I  almost  wish  that  we  could  im- 
ix>se  a  heavy  duty  on  letters  to  members 
of  Parliament. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Smie  of  the  manu- 
f arturers  have  done  tliemselves,  in  my 
estimation,  a  grent  deal  of  harm  by  their 
grasping  nature  and  the  statements  they 
h;ive  made. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — The  requests  made  bv 
jXTsons  connected  with  industries  will  not 
influence  me  in  any  vote  which  I  give. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — They  are  too 
grasping  altogether. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  ask  the  ^rinister  if 
he  possibly  can  to  reconsider  this  para- 
graph so  as  to  give  the  manufacturers  an 
ojiportunity  of  securing  a  greater  amount 
f'f  protection  for  surface-ooated  boards.  I 
know  that  the  Treasurer  is  endeavouring 
to  do  the  fair  thing,  and  we  must  admit 
tliat  he  has  a  very  trving  task  to  perfwrn. 
Mr.  Poynton. — Let  us  vote. 

TUDOR.— when  certain  honorable 
wmbers  display  an  anxiety  to  accept  the 


proposal  of  the  Treasurer  the  honorable 
gentleman  must  recognise  that  he  is  not  oa 
a  good  wicket. 

Sir  John  Fokrest. — This  duty  is  higher 
than  that  recmnmended  by  the  protectionist 
section  of  the  Tariff  Commission. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  do  not  think  that  the 
Tariff  Commission  dealt  with  surface-ooated 
boards. 

Sir  John  Quick. — We  dealt  only  with 
surface-coated  paper.  We  were  not  aslwd 
to  deal  with'  surf  ace-coated  boards. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— There  was  ^)robably  a 
misunderstanding.  A  man  who  is  not 
familiar  with  the  technicalities  of  the  trade 
might  mistake  the  one  for  the  other.  I  do 
not  think  that  a  margin  of  5  per  cent,  is 
sufficient;  but  if  the  Treasurer  will  not 
agree  to  grant  a  wider  margin,  it  is  useless 
to  take  action.  I  may  add,  however,  that 
if  it  be  possiUe  to  reduce  the  duty  on  the 
raw  material.  I  shall  vote  in  that  directkn. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [i  2. 1 7 
a.m.]. — The  last  suggestion  made  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Yarra  is  well  wMthy 
of  consideration.  If  an  item  relaHng  to 
the  raw  material  of  this  manufacturer  ha« 
been  passed  and  too  high  a  duty  fixed, 
then  the  Minister  should  recommit  it. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lvne. — I  have  had  such  a 
dose  of  the  Tariff  that  I  cannot  undertake 
to  recommit  any  item. 

Mr.  MALONEY.~-One  cannot  blame 
the  Treasurer  for  the  attitude  that  he  takes 
up,  because  he  has  been  engaged  for  a 
very  long  time  upon  a  very  arduous  w^ork. 
I  intend  to  quote  from  a  letter  written  by 
Mr.  James  McDougall,  who  is  moving  in 
this  matter,  showing  that  he  seeminglv 
wants  a  duty  of  only  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  ToDOH. — A  margin  of  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— He  does  not  sav  so. 
He  writes — 

We  now  only  ask  for  a  protection  of  15  per 

cent. 

I  am  credibly  informed  that  the  material 
that  I  hold  in  my  hand  cannot  be  made 
in  Melbourne  under  present  conditions,  and 
that  when  Mr.  McDougall  says  that  he  is 
making  here  paper  of  equal  quality,  he  is 
telling  an  atraolute  untruth.  That  is  the 
assurance  that  I  have  received  from  men 
who  have  to  use  this  material.  I  have  here 
a  few  samples  of  three-colour  work  printed 
in  America  and  Australia,  and  I  defy  any 
one  to  say  that  the  Australian  product  is 
not  equal  to  the  American.  I  would  point 
out,  however,  that  it  is  printed  on  imported 
paper.  No  less  than  six  printers  who  print 
in  colours  assure  me  that  the  (paper  made 
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by  Messrs.  Sands  and  McDougall  is  not 
equal  to  the  imported. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  honorable  member 
has  the  samples  and  can  judge  for  himself. 

Mr.  MALONEY. — I  can  prove  that  the 
paper  which  has  been  handed  to  the  Comp- 
troller-General is  not  equal  in  quality  to 
the  imported.  Any  one  who  has  a  fine 
sense  of  touch  can  tell  by  handling  it  that 
the  texture  of  the  one  is  finer  than  the 
other.  I  recognise  at  the  same  time  that 
they  are  making  here  a  very  fair  paper. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — There  is  no  cc»n- 
parison  between  the  two  samples. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber, who  knows  something  about  these 
papers,  has  just  examined  my  samples. 

Mr.  Mathews. — But  he  is  a  free-trader. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— He  knows  what  he  is 
talking  atxHit.    We  need  a  fair  margin, 
and  if  necessary  the  item  covering  the  raw 
material  should  be  recommitted.    The  aver- 
age Customs  c^Bcer  would  probably  find  it 
difiknilt  to  distinguish  between   the  Aus- 
tralian and  the  im,ported  paper,  but  an  ex- 
pert in  half-an  hour  could  teach  him  readily 
to  do  so  by  means  of  a  magnifying  glass. 
If  the  superior  surface-coated  board  is  not 
and  cannot  at  present  be  made  here,  it 
should  be  placed  on  the  free  list.  The  firm 
of  Messrs.  Sands  and  McDougall  seems  to 
have  a  dominating  influence  over  the  print- 
ing  community,  and   if   Mr.  McDougall 
would  swear  that  he  could  make  high-class 
paper  equal  to  the  imported  we  should  have 
no  difficulty  in  deciding  the  matter.    As  it 
is,  I  prefer  to  accept  the  evidence  of  six 
witnesses  as  against  that  of  one.    I'he  local 
firm  imports  the  Manila  Ixxird— which  !s 
dutiable  at  5  per  cent,  and  free— and  coats 
it,  and  it  is  largely  used  for  making  card- 
board braces.    It  is  our  duty  to  see  that 
Australian  artists  engaged  in  the  colour 
process  work  are  able  to  secure  the  best 
material  in  order  that  they  may  compete 
with  the  rest  of  the  world.    We  have  a 
multitude  of  post-cards  printed   in  three 
colours.  I  shall  endeavour  if,  as  I  have  been 
assured,  cardboard  and  pasteboard  are  not 
manufactured  here,  but  merely  coated  after 
being  imported,  to  get  the  Senate  to  re- 
duce the  duty.    In  mv  opinion,  we  should 
fellow  the  example  of  Japan,  and  nation- 
alize the  paper  industry.     We  should  not 
then  hear  mean  and  paltry  threats  of  the 
dismissal  of  workmen.     I  read  this  after- 
noon a  letter  in  which  Mr.  McDougall  said 
that  since  the  Tariff  was  introduced  he 
oxild  not  supplv  a  certain  kind  of  paper  for 


a  month  or  six  \veeks,  and  then  only  at  5s. 
above  the  former  price,  making  it  30s.  in- 
stead of  25s.  a  ream.  This  increase  was 
charged  although  no  duty  had  been  paid 
on  the  raw  material.  I  voted  under  a 
misapprehension  in  regard  to  some  of  the 
paragraphs  in  this  item,  but  had  I  heard 
th:  honorable  member  for  Yarra  speak  I 
should  have  voted  differently,  and  I  think 
that  the  Committee  would  have  voted  dif- 
ferently had  it  known  what  it  knows  now. 
However,  I  do  not  suppose  that  I  shall 
persuade  the  Treasurer  to  agree  to  a  re- 
committal. I  never  yet  knew  a  political 
speech  to  alter  the  vote  of  a  member  whose 
mind  was  made  up.  and  I  do  not  lay  the 
flattering  unction  to  my  soul  that  my 
speech  will  do  so. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [12.28  a.m.l.— 
It  seems  to  me  rather  too  late  for  the  Com- 
mittee to  take  exception  to  a  duty  of  25 
per  cent.  I  understand  that  the  rates  ar- 
rived at  were  agreed  upon  at  a  conference 
in  which  all  connected  with  the  trade  were 
represented,  and  in  which  Mr.  McDougall 
did  not  get  his  own  way. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [12.29 
a.m.].— I  have  been  asked  who  is  the  artist 
or  printer  responsible  for  the  splendid  work 
which  I  have  exhibited  to  the  Committee, 
and  it  is  only  just  to  state  that  Messrs. 
Osboldstone  and  Attkins  printed  the  Aus- 
tralian pictures. 

Proposed  new  paragraph  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  U.  t!umm«d  p-^per,  n.e.i.,  ad  val., 
20  per  cent. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook) 
negatived — 

That  the  words  •';m.l  on  .iml  after  loOi  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  val.  (United  Kingdom),  15 
per  cent." 

Paragraph  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  n  (Vesta  and  match-boxes) 
agreed  to. 

I'aragraph  o.  Vesta  and  Match-boxes  having 
ailvcTtisements  thereon,  empty,  per  gross,  gd. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[12.33  a-m.]. — I  think  that  this  duty  should 
l>e  reduced  to  3d. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  am  willing  to  con- 
sent to  a  reduction  to  6d. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Will  the  Minis- 
ter agree  to  6d.  and  3d.  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Will  the  jhonor- 
able  gentleman  givei|iiiHec^9t*£Bi€)iQ!^ 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.— No. 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  I  move- 
That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  loth  De- 
cember, 1907,  per  gross,  6d.,"  be  added. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  p  (Playing  caids)  and  para- 
grai^  Q  (Fashion  plates  and  books)  agreed 
to. 

Paragraph  K.  Paper  Shavings  and  Waste 
Paper  for  Paper-makinc  (General  Tariff),  5 
per  cent.;  (United  Kingdoui),  free. 

Amendment   (by   Sir  Wiluak  Lyns) 

agreed  to — 

That  after  the  words  "5  per  cent.,"  the 
words  "and  on  and  after  loth  December,  1907 
(General  Tariff),   free,"  be  inserted. 

Paragraph,  as  ammded,  agreed  to. 
Paragraph  s  (Emery  Paper,  &c.)  agreed 

to. 

Paragraph  x.  pulp  for  mftnufacturug  paper 
(General  Tariff),  5  per  cent.;  (United  King- 
dom), free. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluah  Lyne) 
agreed  to— 

That  after  the  words  "  5  per  cent.,"  the 
words  "  and  on  ;md  after  lolh  Drcen.ber,  1907 
(General  Tariff),  free,"  be  inserted. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  u  (Roofing,  Sheathing  and 
Insulating  Paper)  agreed  to. 

Paragra^  v.  True  Vegetable  Parchment 
(General  Tarifl),  5  per  cent.;  (United  King- 
dom), free. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  (Moreton)  [12.36  a.m.]. 
-  -This  is  a  direct  tax  of  5  per  cent,  on  the 
whole  of  the  paper  used  in  the  dairying  in- 
dustry, and  I  ask  the  Treasurer  in  the  cir- 
cumstances to  make  vegetable  parchment 
free. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  wrrns  '-5  per  cent.,"  the 
words  "  and  on  and  tei  lulh  December,  1907 
(General  Tariff),  free,"  be  inserted. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  w  (Writing  and  Typing 
Paper)  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  X.  Tissue  Cap  Paper  in  sheets, 
20  X  30  inches  and  over  (General  Tariff),  «  per 
cent. ;  (Uoited  Kingdom),  free. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
proposed — 

That  the  following  words  be  added  :— "  and 
00  and  after  loth  Decctnber,  1907,  Copying, 
Tissue,  and  Tissue  Cap  Paper,  and  Paper  for 
Paper  Patterns  in  sheets  or  rolls,  not  to  exceed 
I)  lbs.,  for  500  sheets  20  x  30  inches,  free." 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [r2.38  a.m.l.— 
'  wish  to  ask  the  Treasurer  whether  he  is 
itisfied  that  if  fruit  papers  are  printed 
ith  the  name  and  address  of  the  exporter 


of  apples  before  they  are  imported,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  practice  which  the  hooor- 
able  member  for  Franklin  hfis  said  is 
adopted,  they  will  be  admitted  free? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No;  I  said  they 
would  not. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Ammdment  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  following  new  paragraph  be  in- 
serted  : — 

y.  On  and  after  loth  December,  19071 
Monotype  paper  for  use  in  Mimotype 
Machine,  free. 

Amendment  (l^  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  following  new  paragraph  be  in- 
serted . — 

z.  On  and  after  loth  December,  1907, 
Baryta  Surface  Coated  Paper  or  Bmrd 
for  photographic  purposes,  free. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [12.40  a.m.]. — I  wwh  to  know  if 
this  paragraph  nill  cover  all  this  special 
photographic  paper.  I  imderstand  that, 
although  it  was  free  under  the  old  Tariff, 
the  Custons  c^ials  have  been  demanding 
duty  on  the  heavier  paper,  on  the  ground 
that  it  is  cardboard. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — ^The  new  para- 
graph is  intended  to  cover  all  this  photo- 
grafrfiic  paper. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  is  a 
distinct  paper,  prepared  for  photographic 
purposes,  but,  although  that  is  admitted, 
two-oly  paper  used  for  postcard  photo- 
graphs has  been  held  to  be  dutiable. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — It  is  intended 
under  this  new  paragrai^i  to  make  it  all 
free. 

Proposed  new  paragraph  agreed  to. 

Item  353-  (A)  Stationery,  manufactured;  in- 
cluding Bill  Files  and  Letter  Clips;  Cardboard 
Boxes,  cut  and  shaped,  or  finished  ;  Mounts  for 
Pictures;  Calendars  and  Almanacs,  n.e.i.;  Date 
Cases  and  Cards;  Albums,  including  Birthday, 
Scrap,  Motto,  and  Character;  Cards,  and  Book- 
lets, including  Printers',  Visiting,  Menu.  Pro- 
gramme, Wedding,  Funeral,  Christmas,  Easier, 
New  Year,  and  Birthday ;  Scraps ;  Transfers ; 
Ink-slands;  Ink  Bottles;  Inkwells;  Paper 
Knives ;  Blotters ;  Blotting  Cases  and  Pads ; 
Billheads  and  other  printed,  ruled,  or  engraved 
forms  of  paper  n.e.i.,  bound  or  unboimd ; 
Books — Account,  Betting,  Cheque,  Copy,  Copy- 
ing, Diary,  Drawing,  Exercise,  Guard,  Letter, 
Music,  Memo-,  Pocket,  Receipt,  Sketch,  and  the 
like;  Envelopes;  Stationery  Packets;  Wrappers 
for  Writing  Paper;  Memo,  and  Sketch  Blocks; 
Memo.  .Slates  and  Tablets:  ^abets.  Tags,  and 
Tickets;  Sealing  AotOMFrt^Y^H^I'ictnreB 
of  all  kinds  nAj^W^BSfW^w  n.e.i. ; 
Pen  and   Pencil  Sets  and  Feabolden  n.e.i. ; 
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Fountain  Fens ;  Bookmarkers ;  Rulers ;  Writing 
Desks  (not  being  furniture);  Writing  Cases; 
Stationery  Cases ;  P^P^'  Binders ;  Card 
Hangers ;  Fen  Racks ;  Bookbinders'  Staples ; 
Charts  for  manuscript  use;  Corrugated  Straw- 
board  ;  Strawboard  made  into  bottle  envelopes ; 
Paper  Lace;  Academy  Boards;  Confetti  Paper; 
Prmted  Parcbment,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  30 
per  cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  35  per  cent. 

(B)  Manufactures  of  Paper  n.e.i,,  including 
Printers'  Matrices,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff).  30 
per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  25  per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [r2.42  a.m.].~I  wish  to  make  some 
alterations  in  this  item.  In  the  first  place, 
I  wish  to  have  calendars  and  almanacs 
n.e.i.  left  out,  as  they  have  been  provided 
for  in  a  previous  item.  Then  I  wish  to 
strike  out  inkstands,  pencils  n.e.i.,  foun- 
tain pens  and  rulers,  with  the  intenticm  of 
making  them  free. 

Amendments  (by  Sir  Wiluau  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  words  "  Calendars  and  Almanacs 
n.e.i.''  and  "Inkstands"  be  left  out. 

That  the  words  "  Pictures  of  all  kinds  n.e.i." 
be  left  out,  with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
the  words  "Postcards  n.e.i." 

That  the  words  "  Pencils  n.e.i.,"  "  Foiintaip 
Fens,"  and  "  Rulers,"  be  left  out. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [12.46  a.m.]. 
— I  suggest  to  the  Treasurer  the  exclusion 
of  "paper  lace"  from  the  item.  I  un- 
derstand that  lace  paper  is  on  the  free  list, 
but  that  is  not  paper  lace,  which  is  used  by 
the  makers  of  b(»e$  and  cartons  for  orna- 
mentation, and  so  is  practically  part  of 
their  raw  material. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  will  not  omit 
*'  paper  lace."  I  have  gone  as  far  as  I 
can  go,  and  I  shall  not  go  any  further. 
The  making  of  this  lace  gives  a  great  deal 
of  work. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— I  move- 
That  the  words  "Paoer  Uce"  be  left  out. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [12.50  a.m.].— 
Academy  boards  are  prepared  for  students 
for  oil-painting.  They  are  not  manufac- 
tured here.  They  are  made  by  Winsor 
and  Newton,  the  English  firm.    I  move — 

That  the  words  "Academy  boards"  be  left 
oat. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  agree  to  that. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[12.52  a-m.]. — This  is  a  large  item,  and  a 
number  of  these  articles-will  never  be  made 
bare  at  all.    It  is  really  a  revenue  duty. 


In  order  to  an-ive  at  a  compromise  be- 
tween the  old  rates,  I  move — 

That  after  the  words  "  30  per  cent.,"  the 
words  "  and  on  and  after  loth  December,  1907, 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  15  per  cent.,"  be 
inserted. 

I  propose  to  move  afterwards  fw  a  pre- 
ferential rate  of  20  per  cent. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  cannot  agree  to 
the  amendm«it.  It  would  bring  the  rates 
lower  than  in  the  last  Tariff. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [12.54  a.m.].— 
I  hope  the  Minister  will  not  agree  to  any 
reduction,  because  the  item  includes  many 
articles  that  come  almost  under  the  same 
category  as  furniture,  on  which  we  have 
already  agreed  to  duties  of  35  and  25  per 
cent. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

354.  Printing  and  Stencilling  Inks,  n.e.i., 
per  lb.  or  ad  val.,  whichever  rate  returns  the 
higher  duty  (General  Tariff),  6id.,  30  per  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  6d.,  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  ARCHER  (Capricornia)  [12.56 
a.m.]. —  T  desire  to  draw  attention  to  an 
anwnaly,  or  an  injustice,  in  this  item. 
Item  355  makes  news  printing  ink,  in- 
voiced at  under  3d.  per  lb.,  and  in  pack- 
ages of  not  less  than  i  cwt.,  subject  to 
duties  of  30  per  cent,  and  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — And  although  there 
has  been  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  for  six 
years,  no  one  in  Australia  has  tried  to 
make  this  ink. 

Mr.  ARCHER,— The  point  is  that  the 
ink  used  by  the  proprietors  of  the  big  daily 
papers  will  cxmoe  under  the  duties  fixed  in 
item  355,  whereas  the  proprietors  of  small 
country  papers,  for  reasons  connected  with 
their  plant,  have  to  use  the  better  ink, 
which  is  worth  from  4jd.  to  6d.  per  lb. ; 
and  that  means  that  they  have  to  pay  a 
duty  varying  from  1.00  per  cent,  to  130 
per  cent. 

Mr.  Mauger, — They  are  not  using  im- 
ported ink,  but  ink  made  in  Australia. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— That  may  be  so,  but 
why  should  this  distincticn  be  made?  It 
is  not  just  that  certain  users  should  pay 
duties  representing  130  per  cent.,  while 
others  pay  duties  of  only  30  per  cent,  and 
25  per  cent.;  and  all  I  ask  -is  that  the 
whole  should  be  placed  under  one  uniform 
ad  valorem  impost. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ?a\  ad  valorem  duty  will 
not  reach  the  ink  that  we  desire  to  reach. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— Perhaps  iheJlKtmas- 
ter-General  can  tl^H'^S'=Vh?Qldg%5  is 
placed  under  duties  of  30  per  cent  and  25 
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per  cent.,  with  no  fixed  duty  in  additicm, 
while  item  354  is  subject  to  a  fixed  duty 
or  an  ad  i^alorem  duty,  whichever  returns 
the  higher  revenue.  Will  the  Treasurer 
agree  to  submit  all  these  printing  inlts  to 
one  uniform  duty  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — From  what  I 
gather,  I  do  not  think  the  inks  ought  to  be 
under  one  uniform  duty.  They  are  alto- 
gether different  classes  of  inks,  and  those 
subject  -to  the  lower  duties  are  used  mainly 
by  the  country  newspapers. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— That  is  just  inhere  the 
Treasurer  makes  the  mistake.  I  have  re- 
ceived numerous  appeals  from  country 
newspaper  proprietors  in  this  connexion ; 
and  I  may  say  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Wimmera,  who  is  a  newspaper  pro- 
prietor himself,  asked  me,  befwe  he  was 
obliged  to  go  away,  to  represent  the  case 
on  their  behalf. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^The  honorable  member 
for  Wimmera  has  changed  his  opinicm. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— The  honorable  member 
for  Wimmera  came  to  me  the  day  he  left, 
and  showed  me  requests  from  the  Country 
Press  Association  that  a  uniform  duty 
should  be  imposed,  because  the  country 
newspaper  proprietors  had  to  use  tl» 
dearer  inks.  I  desire  to  move  that  the 
words  *'  per  lb.  6jd.  and  6d.,"  and 
"whichever  rate  returns  the  hi^er  duty," 
be  omitted  with  a  view  to  afterwards  strUc- 
ing  out  itan  355.  My  desire  is  to  make  all 
printing  and  stencilling  inks  subject  to 
duties  of  30  per  cent,  and  25  per  cent., 
and  I  desire  to  know  whether  the  Treasurer 
will  accept  the  amendment? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No. 
^  The  CHAIRMAN.— I  think  the  ques- 
tion had  better  be  tested   by  moving  to 
omit  the  words  "per  lb." 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Archer)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  worJs  "per  lb.  "  be  left  nut. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [1.4  a.m.].— 
I  hope  the  Committee  will  not  decide  to 
adopt  ad  i-aiorem  duties,  tjecause  the 
'lualitv  of  printers'  ink  can  never  be  as- 
certained until  it  is  actually  in  use. 

Mr,  PovNTON. — Does  that  not  also 
applv  to  the  ink  used  by  the  big  news- 
paper proprietors  ? 

Mr.  SPENCE. — There  is  no  question  of 
big  or  little  newspaper  proprietors. 

Mr.  Archer. — That  is  just  the  point. 
There  is  a  difference. 

Mr.  S PENCE, —I  am  discussing  the 
question   of   printers'  ink.     It  is  urged 


that  a  difficulty  is  otperienced  in  valuing 
it.  I  claim  that  it  may  look  very  well, 
and  yet  be  of  inferior  quality.  It  can  be 
tested  only  by  actual  use. 

Mr.  Archek.— If  the  contention  of  the 
honorable  member  be  correct,  what  is  to 
prevent  printers  from  importing  their 
ink  at  a  low  dutv  under  item  355? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— If  we  retam  a"6xed 
duty  it  will  apply  equally  to  all.  .  There 
is  a  difficulty  experienced  in  judging  of 
the  quality  of  printers'  ink  at  the  Customs 
House. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — Not  more  than  is 
experienced  in  determining  the  qualit>-  of 
any  other  article 

Mr.  SPENCE.  —  Yes.  Considerablv 
more. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— If  we  make  the 
duty  uniform,  the  quality  of  the  ink  need 
not  be  judged  at  the  Customs  House. 

Mr,  SPENCE.— I  ask  the  Government 
lo  adhere  to  a  fixed  duty. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [i.8  a.m.].— May  I  point  out  to 
the  Treasurer  that  in  respect  to  severti 
other  duties  of  a  double-barrelled  char- 
acter, he  has  consented  to  adopt  a  uniform 
rate.  I  submit  that  the  same  principle 
should  be  observed  here.  The  objection 
urged  by  the  honorable  member  for  Dar- 
ling to  the  Government  proposal  is  based 
upon  the  difficulty  of  accurately  ascer- 
taining the  value  of  printers'  ink. '  But  I 
would  point  out  to  the  honorable  member 
that  that  objection  applies  equally  to  the 
proposed  duty,  which  is  part  fixed  and  pait 
ad  valorem.  I  trust  that  the  Governmsit 
will  not  adhere  to  this  double-barrelled 
duty.  The  Treasurer  himself  has  confessed 
that  he  does  not  like  it.  The  duty  pro- 
posed upon  some  of  the  inks  amounts  to 
more  than  100  per  cent.  That  is  a  ver\' 
hekvy  impost  upcm  an  article,  the  produc- 
tion of  which  does  not  require  an,  expensive 
jilant,  but  merely  a  knowledge  of  a  recipe, 
and  the  making  of  fluids  from  certain 
solubles. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [i.io  a.m.].— 
The  honorable  member  for  North  Sydney 
— I  do  not  know  whether  he  did  it  with 
the  intention  of  misleading  the  Com- 
mittee  

Mr.  DrCALD  Thomson. — That  is  a  nice 
insinuation. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  honorable  member 
must  knmv  that  the  printing  ink  used  in 
the  large  newspaper  offices  

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Nobody  has  been 
talking  about  the  large  newspaper  offices. 
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Mr.  TUDOR. — ^The  honorable  member 
far  CaimoOTnia  spoke  of  the  ink  which  is 
.-apecifi«l  in  the  next  item  

Mr.  Storser. — Whv  limit  the  proposal 
to  Urge  quantities  of  inks? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber desires  all  printing  ink  to  be  admitted 
.It  an  ad  valorem  rate  he  has  his  remedy. 
It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  manu- 
facturers of  ink  in  the  Commonwealth  have 
to  pay  a  duty  upon  their  raw  materials. 
They  are  required  to  pay  6s.  per  gallon 
upon  their  resin  oil,  which  is  eqtiivalent 
to  an  ad  valortm  rate  of  60  per  cent,  or 
70  per  cent,  and  they  have  to  pay  a 
itimilar  amount  upon  tbar  linseed  cnl. 

Mr.  Archer. — 'We  are  willing  to  accept 
the  Gonremment  ad  valfrem  proposal  as  it 
.appears  in  the  schedule. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— That  provides  only  for 
the  retentiOT  of  the  old  rate  of  duty.  I 
.ask  the  Treasurer  to  adhere  to  a  fixed 
-duty,  especially  as  there  is  a  heavy  duty 
vpon  most  of  the  raw  materials  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  printing  inks. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  <Parramatta) 
(1.14  a.m.]. — I  should  like  to  add  a  few 
^v(vd3  to  what  has  been  said  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Capricomia  and  the 
honorable  member  for  North  Sydney  upon 
this  item.  My  information  is  that  the 
duty  proposed  by  the  Government  is  equi- 
A-al^t,  in  some  cases,  to  an  ad  valorem  rate 
of  200  per  cent. 
^Jd.  per  lb.  it  must  be, 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Upon  ink  at 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  we  force  in- 
ferior ink  upon  the  country  newspapers — 
as  we  shall  do  by  the  imposition  of  high 
duties — it  will  be  at  toe  loss  of  their 
readers.  These  journals  should  not  use  the 
ink  that  is  used  by  the  large  newspapers 
■with  bad  results  to  the  eyes  of  theii  readers. 
For  the  sake  of  their  readers  we  ought  not  to 
force  country  newspapers  to  use  cheap  inks. 
The  Postmaster-General  is  referring  me  to 
an  article  which  was  prepared  under  special 
conditions. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^That  shows  the  quality 
of  the  ink. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  pointing 
out  that  an  ink  which  may  be  perfect  in 
the  Agt  office  may  be  of  scarcely  any  use  in 
a  small  country  crffice.  If  their  ink  is  taxed 
to  the  extent  of  200  per  cent,  it  can  (Mily 
tend  to  drive  the  (proprietors  of  country 
newspapers  to  use  an  inferior  ink.  We 
ought  to  see  if  we  cannot  make  the  article  a 
little  cheaper  to  them  so  as  to  give  them  the 
same  advantage  as  the  large  newspapers 


enjoy  with  their  cheaper  ink.  This  is  essen- 
tially a  tax  on  country  newspapers,  and  as 
such  ought  to  be  discouraged. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS  (Franklin)  [1.17 
a.m.]. — I  assure  the  Committee  that  there  is 
no  more  difficulty  in  differentiating  between 
the  varieties  of  printers'  ink  than  there  is 
in  distinguishing  between  the  varieties  of 
any  other  imported  article.  That  state- 
ment is  corroborated  by  inquiries  which  I 
have  just  made.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  Treasurer  is  proposing  an  extra- 
ordinary duty,  being  practically  equal  to 
100  per  cent  Is  the  CfMnmitte'e  prepared 
to  vote  that  high  tax?  It  has  been  stated 
that  one  of  the  reasons  for  keeping  the 
fixed  duty  was  that  it  was  practically  im- 
possible for  the  Department  to  distinguish 
between  the  values  of  the  ink.  But  lean 
assure  hcKiorable  members  that  that  state- 
ment is  absolutely  wrong,  as  they  can  ascer- 
tain by  reference  to  the  crfficers  of  the  De- 
partment. Is  it  desirable  to  place  a  high 
duty  on  these  inks?  In  my  opinion  it  is 
not.  A  duty  of  25  or  20  per  cent,  is  prac- 
tically the  proposal  of  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion. 

Mr.  Tudor. — No,  a  duty  of  6d.  per  lb.,* 
or  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  Archer. — ^Tbe  doty  proposed  in  the 
Tariff  is  30  and  3^  per  cent. 

Mr,  McWILLIAMS.— If  it  is  intended 
to  impose  a  duty  of  30  and  25  per  cent,  that 
is  going  farther  than  the  Tariff  Commission 
recommended.  If  honorabje  members  give 
the  Department  the  option  of  levying  a 
fixed  or  an  ad  vtdorem  duty  it  will  put 
those  who  have  to  use  the  dearer  inks  at  a 
decided  disadvantage. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [1.20  a.m.].— We 
have  really  bera  engaged  in  discussing  two 
items.  Of  course  I  know  that  stencilling 
ink  is  different  from  printing  ink,  but  what 
the  difference  betwewi  them  is  I  am  not  in 
a  position  to  state  at  the  present  time.  I 
do  not  see  why  there  should  be  any  limita- 
tion. If  a  man  wants  50  lbs.  of  cheap  ink 
he  should  be  in  a  position  to  get  it  just  as 
readily  as  a  man  who  wants  a  ton  of  the 
article.  I  trust  that  the  Minister  will  re- 
move that  limitation. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^When  we  get  to 
that  item  I  will  alter  it. 

Mr.  ARCHER  (Capricomia)  [1.2 1  a.m.]. 
— A  great  injustice  is  sought  to  be  done. 
It  is  most  objectionable  that  when  strong 
representations  are  made  Uom  this  side  the 
Treasurer  and  his  supporters  should  merely 
interject  and  deny  our  statements.  I  have 
absolute  knowledge  that  what  I  said  is  tr' 
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I  am  assured  that  the  smaller  newspapers 
have  to  use  the  more  expensive  inks.  The 
Postmaster- General  sits  on  the  Treasury 
bench  and  shakes  his  head,  but  he  is  not 
game  to  get  up  and  show  that  I  am  wrong. 
He  expects  us  to  accept  his  denial,  but  he 
cannot  rise  in  his  place  and  give  a  reason 
i<x  his  acticm.  A  small  consi^ninent  of 
printers'  ink  from  America  was  mvdced  at 
i8s.  6d.,  and  the  duty  thereon  came 
to  ;^i8  4S.,  being  close  to  too  per  cent. 
Evidently  the  ink  was  worth  6d.  per  lb. 
But  would  the  newspaper  in  question 
— the  Rockhamfton  Bulletin — pay  6d.  per 
lb.  for  its  ink  if  it  could  use  ink  worth  3d. 
per  lb.  ? 

Sir  John  Quick. — Let  it  buy  Australian 
ink. 

Mr.  ARCHER.~I^t  it  buy  Australian 
ink  if  it  likes,  but  is  that  any  argument  for 
making  this  diflferentiaticxj  ?  Why  is  not 
the  same  rate  of  duty  imposed  ?  I  protest 
strcmgly  against  the  difFerentiation. 

Mr.  McWiLtiAMS. — The  large  news- 
papers print  off  Stereotype  and  the  small 
newspapCTs  off  type. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— No  reason  has  been 
advanced  why  the  same  rate  of  duty  should 
not  be  imposed,  and  I  ask  the  Treasurer 
if  he  cannot  meet  us  to  some  extent? 
Earlier  in  the  sitting  I  went  round  the 
chamber  and  ascertained  what  honc»iible 
members  thought  of  this  proposal.  If  we 
had  a  fuller  attendance  we  should  carry 
our  ptrint  without  any  difficulty. 

Sir  William  X-yne. — Indeed  the  honor- 
able member  would  not. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— I  assure  the  honorable 
gentleman  that  we  would. 

Mr.  Mauger. — No,  a  number  of  honor- 
able members  changed  their  minds  when 
they  were  made  acquainted  with  the  facts. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— I  know  that  a  number 
of  hcmorable  members  who  have  gone  home 
paired  would  have  all  voted  f<»  our  pro- 
posal. If  we  are  defeated  in  this  thin 
Ccanmittee  it  will  be  simply  owing  to  the 
lateness  of  the  hour.  It  will  certainly  not 
represent  the  decision  of  a  full  Committee. 
But  it  will  perpetuate  a  gross  injustice  to 
the  users  of  the  ink.  We  are  not  asking 
for  a  lower  duty,  but  for  that  which  the 
Government  proposed  in  the  Tariff  origi- 
nally, namely,  30  and  25  per  cent.  I  do 
not  think  that  the  Treasurer  is  justified  in 
taking  up  this  stand.  He  will  not  even 
rise  and  tell  us  why  he  is  acting  in  this 
way.  If  he  wants  to  stick  to  a  fixed  duty, 
why  does  he  not  propose  the  same  rate  all 
-ound? 


Colonel  FOXTON  (Brisbane)  [1.25 
a.m.]. — 1  should  like  to  point  out,  in  reply 
to  an  interjection  made  by  the  Postmaster- 
General  to  the  effect  that  if  mwe  honor- 
able members  had  been  present  and  had 
heard  the  facts  of  the  case  they  would  have 
changed  their  minds,  that  not  <xie  s^itary 
fact  has  been  advanced  from  the  Minist«'ial 
side  of  the  chamber.  All  the  facts  have 
been  stated  by  those  who  support  the  amend- 
ment of  the  h(M\orable  member  for  Capri- 
cornia.  Many  of  the  salient  facts  have 
been  clearly  stated  by  the  hwiorable  mem- 
ber for  Franklin,  who  has  had  practical 
experience,  and  who  says  that  if  the  pro- 
posed duty  be  carried  it  will  have  the  effect 
of  almost  compelling  the  country  news- 
paper |»opriet(»s  to  use  cheaper  ink.  The 
effect  of  this  would  be  that  the  high 
duty  would  defeat  its  object.  A  fur- 
ther effect  of  the  duty  will  operate  upon 
the  readers  of  the  country  newspapers.  I 
approach  this  matter  in  an  entirely  un- 
biased frame  of  mind.  I  have  not  been 
approached  in  regard  to  it  by  anv  one.  All 
that  I  know  about  it  has  been  learnt  from 
reading  the  circulars  which  have  been  is- 
sued, and  from  hearing  the  speeches  of 
honorable  members.  It  appears  to  me  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Capnoomia  is 
quite  right  in  his  contention,  and  I  shall 
vote  with  him. 

Question — That  the  words   "  per  lb." 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
it«n   (Mr.    Akcher's   amendment) — put. 
The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes 
Noes 

Majority 

Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Lvne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathewtf,  J. 
Maufer,  S. 
McDougall,  ].  K. 

Archer,  E.  W. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Hedges,  W.  M. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 


18 
II 


Atbs. 

Vuick,  Sit  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Storrer,  D, 
Thomson.  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers. 
Cm^  Hume 
Wstkios,  D. 

NOES. 

Poynton,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Thomson,  Dugald 

Tellers  : 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
McWiiliams,  W.  }. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Amendment  negatived.  —  i 
Mr.  ARCHER  (Capricornia)  [1,-32  a.m]. 
— I  should  like   to   ask   the  Treasurer 
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whether  he  favours  a  fixed  duty  as  against 
an  ad  valorem  duty? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyme. — Yes. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— Then  T  shall  ask  the 

honorable  gentleman  to  accept  a  lower  duty 
than  6jd.  per  lb.,  which  amounts  to  an 
enormous  impost  upon  those  who  use  prin- 
ters' ink.  If  he  insists  upon  a  fixed  duty, 
it  would  be  fair  to  make  it,  say,  2d.  per 
lb.,  which  would  be  about  33^  per  oent. 
Will  the  Treasurer  accept  such  an  amend- 
ment ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  going  to  en- 
deavour to  maintain  the  proposed  duty. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— Then  the  Treasurer  is 
going  to  impose  a  heavy  tax,  amounting  to 
orer  100  per  cent,  upon  the  newspaper 
proprietors  who  use  the  dearer  ink,  whilst 
the  proprietors  of  the  big  metropolitan 
dailies  will  not  pay  more  than  from  30  to 
25  per  cent.  With  the  object  of,  as  far  as 
possible,  minimizing  the  injustice,  I  move — 

That  after  the  figures  "  6^6."  the  words 
"and  oD  and  after  loth  December,  1907,  per  lb. 
<General  Tariff),  3d.,"  be  inserted. 

Question  put.    The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes      ...  ...  ...  12 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  17 


Majcwity 

Cook,  Joseph 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Hedges,  W.  M. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
I'atraer,  A.  C. 
Poyntoo,  A. 


ArES. 


Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maioney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mpthewi,  J. 
Mauser  J  S. 

Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Livingston,  J. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Willis,  Henry 
Brown,  Tillcv 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Uddell,  F. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Brown,  Thomas 
Edwards,  R. 


Sinclair,  H. 
Thomson,  Ougald 
Thomson,  John 

Tellers  ■ 
Archer,  E.  W. 
Bowden,  £.  K. 
Noes. 

1  McDougall,  J.  K. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Storrer,  D. 
Tudor,  F.  G, 
Watkins,  D. 

Teller  I : 
Cook,  Hume 
Wise,  G.  H. 
Pairs. 

Batchclor,  E.  L. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Watson,  J  C. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Webster,  W. 
Harper,  R. 
PaRC.  J. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Crouch.  R.  A. 
O'Malley.  King 
Deakin,  A. 
Fisher,  A. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Amendment  (by  Mr.  Archer)  put- 
That   after   tbp   figures   "  6^d."   the  words 

"  and  on  and  after  loth  December,  1907,  per  lb. 

(General  Tariff),  4d.,"  be  inserted. 

Question  put.    The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


Majority 


3 
18 


"5 


Ayks. 


I'oynton,  A. 


Tellers. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Jonnson,  W.  E. 


Noes. 


Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Ewing,  T,  T. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maioney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews.  J. 
MBiueri  S. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 


Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Storrer,  D. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers. 
Cook,  Hume 
'l*hom5on,  John. 


Paiks. 


Glynn,  P.  McM.  Balchelor,  E.  L. 

Reid,  G.  H.  Hall,  D.  R. 

Livingston,  J.  Hutchison,  J. 

Kelly,  W.  H.  Kingston,  C.  C. 

Smith,  Bruce  Sampson,  S. 

Willis,   Henry  W.itson,  J.  C. 

Brown,  Tillev  <  iirr,  E.  S. 

Fowler,  J.  M.  Fairbairn,  (». 

Wilks,  W.  H.  Webster,  W. 

Fuller,  G.  W.  Harper,  R, 

Atkinson.  L.  I'aKc.  J. 

Wilson,  J.  G.  Bamford,  F.  W. 

Liddell,  F.  Chanter,  J.  M. 

Hughes.  W.  M.  Crouch,  R.  A. 

Fysh,  Sir  Philip  O'Malley,  King 

Brown,  Thomas  Deakin,  A. 

Edwards,  R.  Fisher,  A. 

In  division: 

Mr.  Watkins.— Can  an  hoiorable  mem- 
ber who  calls  for  a  division  leave  the  cham- 
ber before  the  vote  is  taken  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  have  no  power  to 
prevent  his  doing  so.  As  it  appears  from 
the  Tellers'  lists  that  there  is  no  quorum 
present,  I  must  report  the  matter  to  the 
House. 

/«  ihe  House  : 

No  qu(mmi  reported. 

Mr.  Deputy  Speaker  a^yij^^|^  House  at 
1-35  a.m.  (Tuesday).     ^  o 
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?S}ouse  of  iSrpicsrntatitors. 

Tuesday^  lo  December,  igoT. 


Mr.  Speakeh  took  the  chair  at  3  p.m., 
and  read  prayers. 

PETITION. 

Mr.  KNOX  presented  a  petition  from  a 
number  of  electors  interested  in  the  sale, 
use,  and  production  of  cinematograph  em- 
ix)sed  films,  praying  that  the  duty  imposed 
cm  these  articles  might  be  removed. 

Petition  received. 

CADETS:  PHYSICAL 
EXAMINATIONS. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  wish  to  ask  the 
Minister  of  Defence,  without  notice,  whe- 
ther it  has  been  teported  to  him  that 
at  the  last  King's  Birthday  Review,  held 
in  Adelaide,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
day  was  wry  hot,  over  twenty  cadets 
fainted,  and  had  to  be  removed  from  the 
ground  on  which  the  review  was  held ; 
whether  he  knows  that  this  has  had  the 
<-'fFect  of  rendering  the  cadet  movement  to 
some  extent  unpopular,  and  also  if  he  does 
not  see  his  way  to  carry  out  a  suggestion 
already  made  by  me,  that  cadets  should 
be  examined  as  to  their  physical  fitness  be- 
fore undergoing  military  training? 

Mr.  EWING.— I  will  take  into  considera. 
tion  the  suggestion  made  by  the  honor- 
able men^r.  On  general  prindples,  t 
agree  with  him  as  to  the  necessity  lot  as- 
certaining the  physical  fitness  of  cadets  for 
the  work  they  are  asked  to  perform.  In- 
structions have  been  given  to  all  the  re- 
.sponsible  officers  in  the  various  States  to 
see  that  no  boy  physically  unfit  for  sudi 
work  is  permitted  to  join  the  cadets.  Fur- 
ther attrition  will  be  given  to  the  matter. 

PROPOSED  TRAINING  CAMP  AT 
HEIDELBERG. 

Mr.  PAGE.-— I  wish  to  ask  the  Minister 
of  Defence,  without  notice,  whether  his  at- 
tention has  been  directed  to  the  following 
paragraph  in  this  morning's  Age^ 
lieaded,  "  Training  Citizen  Soldiers:  Field 
Work  Blocked":— 

The  announcement  made  last  month,  with  a 
yreat  flourish  of  trumpets,  by  tlic  Victorian 
District  Commandant  that  the  parades  for  the 
KinR's  Birth<l.iy  were  to  be  of  a  -lerrice  and  not 
i\  show  nature  seems  to  have  exhausted  the  ef- 
forts of  the  head-qua Iters'  stiff  in  this  dirtctioii. 


Although  it  was  pointed  out  then  that  the  uscfuE 
parades  were  the  work  of  the  reeimeatal  com- 
manders, it  would  .seem  that  their  attempts  to- 
continue  this  really  valnable  work  are  to  b«- 
rendeied  nugatofy.  One  of  the  oMtropolitan 
militia  infantry  regiments,  after  great  trouble 
and  preparation,  recently  wrote  to  the  District 
Commandant  for  leave  to  bold  a  moving  camp' 
and  two  nights'  bivouac  from  Heidelberg  to 
Diamond  Creek  on  the  coming  Foundatton  Dav 
in  Jannary.  Nearly  400  of  the  men  had  Agreed 
to  give  the  necessary  time  to  the  work.  They 
have  now  been  informed  that  Colonel  Stanley 
will  not  consent  to  this  programme,  and  refuses- 
(o  recommend  the  expense,  which  is  less  than 
£.y».  As  there  are  several  salary  increases  to 
the  head -quarters'  stafT  list  this  year  largely  ex- 
ceeding this  sum,  and  a&  a  moving  camp  is  one 
of  the  very  necessary  war  condition  practices 
of  whidi  the  local  troops  have  too  little  oppor- 
ttmity,  it  it  to  be  hoped  that  personal  contidera- 
tion  will  be  given  by  the  Minister  to  the  nsatter. 
So  keenly  do  the  officers  and  men  on  the  in- 
fantry feel  over  the  incident  that  if  Colonel 
Stanley  remains  obdurate  they  will  theraselve* 
endeavour  to  subscribe  the  amotmt  neceMuy  to 
carry  out  a  military  service  too  freqaeotly 
neglected. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Is  the  bononble- 
member  asking  a  question  ? 

Mt.  page. — ^Yes;  I  wish  to  ask  whe- 
ther the  Minister's  attention  has  beerr 
drawn  to  the  paragraph  I  have  read,  and. 
if  so,  whether  he  will  inform  the  House- 
as  to  the  oorrectness  of  .the  ^atements  con- 
tained therein,  and  as  to  what  he  intend? 
to  do  in  the  matter? 

Mr.  EWING. — I  did  see  the  parj^aph 
referred  to,  and  have  asked  the  Com- 
mandant to  report  in  connexion  with  the- 
matter.  I  hope  to  be  able  to-monow  to 
inform  the  House  of  the  action  which  is, 
in  the  circumstances,  considered  wise. 

PAPUA:  PURCHASE  OF  CONFLICT 
GROUP. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— I  wish  to  ask  the 
Attorney -General  a  question  without  notice. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Papua  Bill  is- 
so  low  down  on  the  business-paper  that 
it  is  very  unlikely  that  it  can  be  dealt 
with  this  session,  in  what  position  does 
Mr.  Wickham  stand  in  reference  to  tfie 
New  Guinea  Government?  He  is  the  gen- 
tleman for  wh(»n  the  Bill  was  practically 
introduced.  He  is  the  lessee  of  an  island 
on  the  coast  of  New  Guinea,  and  I  wish 
to  know  whether  his  rights  under  the- 
lease  will  be  affected  by  the  delay  in  the 
passing  of  the  Bill  ? 

Mr.  GROOM.— r  ask  the  honorable 
member  to  give  notice  of  his  question  for 
to-morrow.  The  position  of'  the.Jtiatter 
at  present  is  that,'^»^^\-^^^Y^Hlr. 
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Wickham  took  a  lease  from  the  New 
Ouinea  Administration,,  under  which  he 
had  a  right  to  purchase  the  fee-simple  of 
certain  islands.  He  exercised  his  option 
under  the  contract  before  the  Papua  Act  of 
1905  came  into  operation,  but  the  deed  was 
not  issued.  The  land  law  was  changed, 
and  no  deed  in  fee  simple  can  be  issued. 
It  is  open  to  question  whether  he  has  not 
a  claim  for  compensation  against  the 
Covernment,  if  they  fail  to  fulfil  the  con- 
jtract  made  with  him.  The  object  of  the 
Sill  is  to  enable  the  Commonwealth  Go- 
vernment to  fulfil  the  obligations  of  the 
contract. 

MARINE    SURVEY.  NORTH-WEST 
COAST  OF  AUSTRALIA. 

Sir  JOHN  FORRKST.— I  wish  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister,  without  notice,  whether 
he  has  any  information  which  he  is  in  a 
position  to  communicate  to  the  House  in 
regard  to  the  propcKed  manne  survey  of 
the  North-West  coast  of  Australia?  I 
thjnk  that  on  a  previous  occasion  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  stated  that  he  regarded 
the  survey  of  the  coast  of  Australia  as  a 
work  for  which  the  Commonwealth  Go- 
vernment is  responsible,  or,  at  any  rate, 
should  give  particular  attention  to.  As  a 
good  deal  of  correspondence  has  taken, 
place  between  the  State  Government  of 
"Wesleiti  Australia,  the  Admiralty,  and  the 
Commonwealth  Government,  I  should  be 
much  obliged  if  the  Prime  Minister  can 
give  the  House  any  information  with  re- 
gard to  the  position  of  this  very  important 
matter  at  the  present  time. 

>[r.  DEAKIX.— Within  the  last  few 
<lays  we  have  agreed  with  the  State  Go- 
^■ernment  of  Western  Australia  to  expedite 
the  progress  of  the  survey  referred  to. 
the  Cwnmonwealth  and  State  Governments 
defraying  the  cost  in  equal  proportions. 
We  have  inquired  the  earliest  date  at  which 
the  Admiralty  can  commence  the  work. 

LIGHTING  OF  CHAMBER. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  desire  to  ask  you, 
Mr.  Speaker,  whether  there  is  any  chance 
of  improving  the  electric  lighting  of  the 
chamber  ?  The  present  light  has  had  a  very 
bad  effect  upon  my  eyes,  and  several  other 
honorable  members  have  axnplained  that  it 
has  affected  thdr  sight.  Some,  I  believe, 
have  had  to  take  to  wearing  glasses.  The 
defective  light  also  has,  in  some  instances, 
had  the  effect  of  causing  violent  pains  across 
the  temples     Is  there  any  probability  of 


an  improvement  being  made  before  the 
sittings  are  resumed  next  year? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— No  complaint  had 
been  made  to  me  about  this  matter  until 
the  honoirable  member  for  Lang  drew  at- 
tention to  it,  or  I  should  have  taken  scmie 
steps  earlier  to  improve  the  lighting.  The 
fact  is  that  the  colouring  whicii  is  used  to 
tint  the  globes  of  the  electric  light  gradually 
deteriorates  in  use.  This  makes  it  neces- 
sary that  the  globes  should  be  taken  down 
each  session,  and  freshly  tinted  glc^s  sub- 
stituted. I  shall  have  that  done  before  we 
meet  again  next  year, 

ENLISTMENT:  MILITARY  FORCES. 

Medical  Examination. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Minister  of  Defence  a  question  without  no- 
tice. On- 8th  October  last,  a  promise  was 
made  to  me  that  certain  information  should 
be  supplied  as  to  the  enlistment  and  re- 
jection of  recruits  for  three  years.  That 
is  not  a  very  large  demand,  'and  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  Minister  whether  he. can  ar- 
range that  the  district  Ccmimandant  should, 
without  overworking  himself,  supply  the 
informati(Xi,  at  any  rate,  within  the  next 
few  months? 

_  Mr.  EWING.— I  believe  that  the  ques- 
tion^ asked  by  the  honorable  member  was 
replied  to,  but  not  cranpletely.  I  instructed 
the  Commandant  to  furnish  full  informa- 
tion, and  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  why  that 
has  not  yet  been  done.  I  shall  make  in- 
quiries, and  inform  the  honorable  member 
of  the  result. 

SYDNEY-WOLLONGONG  TRUNK 
TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  FULLER.— I  wish  to  ask  the  Post- 
master-General, without  notice,  whether  the 
Treasurer  has  yet  approved  of  the  neces- 
sary funds  being  made  available  for  the 
carrying  out  of  the  trunk  telephone  line 
frcan  Sydney  to  WoUongong — a  work  which 
was  approved  months  ago? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  matter  is  under 
the  considerati<xi  of  the  Treasurer,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  action  will  shortiv  be 
taken. 

TASMANIAN  MAIL  CONTRACT. 

Burnie-Melbourne  Service. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY  asked  the 
Postmaster-General,  upon  notice — 

In  viffw  of  the  promise  made  by  the  Union 
Steam-ship  Company,  when  the  Tasmanian  Mail 
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Contract  was  entered  into,  to  put  the  steamer 
Ocna/i  on  the  Burnic-Melboume  service  before 
the  end  of  1907,  will  the  Minister  insist  on  that 
part  of  the  contract  being  fulfilled,  so  that  the 
tbousaodi  who  desire,  for  the  purposes  of  health 
and  pleasure,  to  visit  Tasmania  may,  after  a 
journey  of  only  twelve  hours'  duration,  enjoy  the 
bewildering  enchantment  of  the  magnificent 
scenery  of  Bumie  and  the  surrounding  beauty 
spots  of  the  northern  and  western  portions  of 
the  Garden  of  Eden  of  the  Commonwealth? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  answer  to  the 
honwable  member's  question  is  as  fol- 
lows— 

The  Union  Steam-ship  Company  advised, 
under  yesterday's  date,  that  the  Oonah^  which 
was  due  in  Melbourne  yesterday  afternoon, 
would  at  once  be  laid  up  in  wder  to  undergo 
her  periodical  aurvey,  and  that,  when  this  was 
completed,  she  would  take  the  place  of  the 
Flora  in  terms  of  the  contract.  Steps  wili  be 
taken  to  see  that  the  provisions  of  the  contract 
are  complied  with. 


MARSHALL    ISLANDS,    PACIFIC : 
CLAIM  OF  BURNS,  PHILP  &  CO. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  asked  the 
Prime  Minister,  ufon  notice — 

1.  Regarding  cabled  extracts  from  German 
newspapers  as  to  the  counter  claims  made  by 
Germany  as  a  set-off  against  Australia's  Mar- 
shall Islands  claim,  has  any  official  communica- 
tion yet  been  received  from  the  British  Govern- 
ment? 

2.  Is  it  a  fact  that  Germany  ^  received 
large  sums  from  Great  Britain  for  claims  made 
during  the  Boer  War,  which  claims  were  paid 
promptly,  and,  it  was  understood,  satisfactorily, 
by  the  British  Government? 

■\.  Has  Germany  ever  advanced  any  satisfac- 
tory reason  why  she  should  not  settle  the  mone- 
tarv  loss  sustained  through  breach  of  treaty 
TiFhts  in  the  Pacific,  and  has  Australia  any 
guarantee  Uiat  she  will  in  the  future  have  pro- 
tection under  such  treaties? 

4.  Has  not  Germanv  admitted  liability  in 
connexion  with  the  Marshall  Islands  claim,  and. 
if  so,  is  it  comprehensible  that  there  should  be 
serious  difficulty  in  arranging  for  arbitration  to 
assess  the  amount  of  the  liability? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  answers  to  the 
honorable  member's  qtiestions  are  as  fol- 
low— 

1.  No  reply  of  any  kind  has  been  received 
from  the  Colonial  Omre. 

2.  The  Government  have  no  official  informa- 
tion on  this  subject,  but  it  is  believed  that  the 
facts  are  as  stated. 

3.  Germany  has  not  advanced  any  satisfactory 
reason  that  we  are  aware  of,  nor  does  Australia 
seem  to  have  acquired  any  better  guarantee  for 
future  protection  under  treaties. 

d.  Germany  has  not  formallv  admitted  lia- 
bility in  connexion  with  the  claim,  but  offered 
to  pay  a  sum  of  money  tx  graiia. 


PAY  FOR  PROCLAIMED  HOLIDAYS. 

TEMPORARy  Employes. 

Mr.  PAGE  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  upon  notice — 

1.  Whether  be  has  made  any  arrai^ement  or 
come  to  any  determination  to  pay  all  temporary 
bonds  in  the  employ  of  bis  Department  for  time 
lost  on  proclaimed  holidays? 

2.  Will  he  name  the  holidays  for  which  pay- 
ment will  be  made? 

1.  If  he  declines  to  nay  temporary  hands  for 
proclaimed  holidays,  will  he  allow  the  men  con-, 
cemed  to  work  on  all  such  holidays,  except' 
Christmas  Day  and  Good  Friday? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — In  answer  to  the  hon- 
orable member's  questions,  I  have  to  state 
as  follows — 

I.  This  matter  is  governed  by  Public  Service 
Regulation  136,  which  orovides  that  every  tem- 
porary employ^  shall  be  deemed  to  be  subject 
to  the  Regulations  for  the  time  being  for  the 
guidance  of  officers  of  the  Commonwealth  Public 
Service  relating  to'  holidays  prescribed  by  section 
7a  of  the  Public  Service  Act. 

3.  The  holidays  (for  which  payment  is  made 
to  temporary  employes  in  connexion  with 
permanent  employes  of  the  service),  as  set 
forth  in  section  72  of  the  Public  Service  Att, 
are  ist  January,  Commonwealth  Day,  Christmas 
Day  and  the  following  day,  Good  Friday  and 
the  following  Saturday  and  Hoiday,  the  anni< 
versary  of  the  birth  of  the  Sovereign.  Any  day 
proclaimed  by  the  Governor-General  or  required 
by  any  Act  to  be  observed  in  lieu  of  the  said 
days.  Any  days  prescribed  under  the  taw  of 
any  State  to  be  observed  in  lieu  of  such  days  in 
that  State.  Any  duy  or  part  of  a  day  ap- 
pointed by  or  proclaimed  under  the  law  of  a 
State  to  be  a  public  holiday  or  bank  holiday  or 
half-holiday  throughout  such  State  or  in  any 
part  of  such  State.  Any  specified  day  or  spe- 
cified part  of  a  dav  proclaimed  by  the  Gover- 
nor-Gcnernl  to  be  kept  as  a  holiday  or  half- 
holiday  in  the  public  offices  of  the  Coramon- 
wealth  or  in  any  part  thereof. 

3.  See  answer  to  No.  i. 

TELEGRAPHIC  DELAYS. 
Mr.  MAUGER.— In  reply  to  questicMis 
asked  bv  the  honorable  njember  for  Calare, 
upon  notice,  (Xi  the  6th  inst.,  vide  Han- 
sard ^  p.  7117,  I  have  to  state  that  the  De- 
puty Postmaster- General,  Sydney,  has  fur- 
nished the  following  information:  — 

I.  Yes ;  a  communication  was  received  on  the 
5tb  inst.  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

a.  The  Electrical  Engineer  reports  that  the  in- 
terruptions during  October  and  the  early  part  of 
November  were  due  to  the  abnormal  conditions 
prevailing,  viz.,  bush  fires  and  fierce  westerlv 
galen.  Since  fires  have  been  extinguished  and 
the  gales  have  abated,  the  interruptions  have 
virtually  ceased,  and  those  since  experienced  are 
no  greater  than  must  be  expected  when  length 
of  pole  lines  ard  number  of  wires  are  con- 
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to  obtain  the  best  possible  results  from  present 
circuits,  line  inspectors  have  for  some  time  past 
been  making  a  polc-to-pole  examination  of  the 
principal  northern,  southern,  and  weitem  cir- 
cuiti  in  order  to  ascertain  what  is  necessary,  if 
possible  further  to  strengthen  the  lines  and  pre- 
vent interruptions,  and  the  carrying  out  of  por- 
tions of  this  work  is  now  being  arr.-inged  for. 

FIANOS:  IMPORTATION. 
Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— A  ques- 
tion was  asked  recently  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Coolgardie  regarding  the  im- 
portation of  pianos,  and  it  was  claimed 
that  some  misstatement  bad  be«i  made  re- 
garding the  information  supplied.  A  mis- 
take was  made.  It  has  been  put  right  as 
far  as  possible,  and  I  now  present  the 
following  informatiOTi : — 

It  appears  that  for  IQ05,  1006.  the  numbers 
were  not  recorded  io  New  South  Wales,  but 
estimated  only  on  the  basis  of  previous  records. 
It  is,  therefore,  impossible  to  Rive  absolutely 
correct  numbers,  but  numbers  have  been  inserted 
obtained  by  dividing  the  average  value— /aa — 
into  the  total  value. 

The  total  values  have  been  checke<l,  and  the 
collector  assures  me  that  the  average  value  now 
given — £,22 — may  be  accepted  as  correct. 

Return  sent  to  Mr.  Werthcim,  on  which  Mr. 
Mahon  questioned  the  Minister  : — 

COMHOKWEALTH  OF  Al-*STRAUA. 

STATE  OF  New  Sovth  Wales. 
Imports  of  Pianos  jrom  Germany. 

No.         No.  Value. 

£^ 

1901        ...      3''7*>  — 

1903  ...  2,39»  —  S*'*"* 
190J        ...      1,836         —  39.136 

1904  ...      a,S5^         —  54.f7i 

1905  ...     •3,641      t2,6a9  57,843 

1906  ...     -5.380      +3,667  80.67a 
•Figures  driginally  given,  but  found  to  be  in- 
correct. 

tFigures  deducted  as  menlioned  in  memo. 

COUNT-OUT:  RESUMPTION  OF 
BUSINESS. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Deakin)  agreed  to — 

That,  anything  to  the  contrary  in  the  Standing 
Orders  notwithstanding,  the  House  do  imme- 
diatelv  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of 
Wavs'and  Means,  .ind  that  business  be  resumed 
at  the  point  which  it  had  reached  at  the  last 
sitting. 

TARIFF. 

In  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
(Consideration  resumed  fran  9th  Decan- 
ber,  vide  page  7247); 

Divinon  XIII.— Paper  ud  Stationery. 

Item  354-  Printing  and  Stencillii^  Inkt. 
n.e.i.,  per  lb.  {General  Tariff),  64d.;  (United 


Kingrliom),  6d. ;  or  ad  val.  (Gcneriil  Tariff),  30 
per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  25  per  cent. ; 
whichever  rate  returns  the  higher  duty. 

Upon  which  Mr.  Archer  had  moved  by 
way,  of  amendment — 

That    after    the    figures    "  6id.,''    the  words 
und  on  and  after  10th  December,  1907,  per  lb, 
(General  Tariffj,  4d.,"  be  inserted. 

Mr.  ARCHER  (Capricornia)  [3.18].— it 
is  necessary  that  I  should  again  dis- 
cuss this  it^.  I  explained  the  posi- 
ticm  fully  this  morning,  but  at  such  an 
early  hour,  and  with  so  many  h<Hiorabl6 
members  necessarily  absent,  that  the  ma- 
jority now  present  could  not  have  heard  any 
of  the  arguments  adduced,  whilst  some  of 
those  who  were  present  then  did  not  hear 
them  because  they  were  so  fatigued  that 
they  were  asleep.  The  whole  point  of  the 
matter  lies  in  this  and  the  next  item.  Item 
355  provides — 

News  Printing  Ink,  invoicrd  at  under  3d.  per 
lb.,  and  in  packages  of  not  less  than  i  cwt.,  ad 
val.  (General  Tariff),  .per  cent.  ;  (United 
Kingdom),  35  per  cent. 

The  news  printing  ink  mentioned  in  that 
item  is  the  same  us  the  printing  ink  men- 
tioned in  item  354,  but  that  class  of  ink 
which  is  invoiced  at  under  3d.  per  lb.  and 
in  pacltages  of  not  less  than  i  owt.  is  used 
by  the  very  large  papers,  who  can  import 
and  use  ink  in  large  quantities. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — A  hundredweight  is 
not  a  large  quantity, 

Mr.  ARCHER.— My  authority   is  the 
honorable  member  for  Wimmera,  who  is  a 
newspaper  man,  and  also  obtained  informa- 
tion from  the  Country  Press  Association. 
He    assures    me    that    the  proprietors 
of    the    smaller    newspapers    do  not 
like    to  get  their  inks  in  quantities  of 
I  cwt.,  because  they  use  it  slowly,  and,  as 
it  deteriorates,  it  does  not  pay  them  to  do 
so.      My  information  comes  not  only  from 
the  honorable  member  for  Wimmera,  but 
from  individual  newspaper  proprietors  who 
are  entirely  disinterested  parties,  and  are 
technical    experts    on    the    questitm  of 
.  printing.     The    honorable    member  for 
Wimmera,    as    he    could    not   be  pre- 
set, has  a^ed  me  to  take  ui>  the  case  on 
behalf  of  the  Country  Press  Association. 
As  I  said  last  night,  the  ink  for  the  great 
newspaper  proprietors  is  admitted  at  30  per 
cent,  and  25  per  cent.,  but  the  small  pro- 
prietors, who,  owing  to  technical  difficul- 
ties, have  to  use  more  expensive  ink,  cost- 
ing from  4d.  to  6d.  per  lb.,  are  subject  to 
duties  ranging  from  *oo-to^Mto.  iwid  ewi 
200  per  cent.   i^>iiteP4fttWPQ§4^  I  hav« 
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here  shows  that  the  landed  cost  of  a  anall 
consignment  of  ink  was  i8s.  6d.,  and 
that  the  duty  amounted  to  ;^i8  4s.,  or  prac- 
tically 100  per  cent.  I  appealed  to  the 
Treasurer  to  place  all  printers'  inks  on  a 
common  basts  by  making  them  subject  to 
the  duties  proposed  in  item  355,  namely, 
30  per  cent,  and  25  per  cent.,  but  he  de- 
clined to  accept  the  suggestion.  Various 
members  on  the  Government  side  shook 
their  heads,  reminding  me  very  forcibly  of 
those  images  which  nod  when  they  are 
touched ;  but  not  one  was  "  game** 
to  attempt  to  refute  my  statements. 
I  have  taken  some  interest  in  this 
matter,  and  I  know,  as  well  as 
such  a  thing  can  be  known,  that  a  ma- 
jority of  hwiorable  members  saw  the  jus- 
tice of  the  proposition  which  I  advanced, 
and  were  prepared  to  support  my  {m^xnal. 
Unfortunately,  the  settlement  of  the  qu«- 
tion  was  delayed  so  late  that  many  h(xior- 
able  members  had  been  obliged  to  pair  and 
go  away ;  and  when  I  saw  that  the  Go- 
vernment were  determined  to  force  their 
proposal  through  on  a  minority  vote,  I  got 
disgusted  and  marched  out  of  the  cham- 
ber, followed  by  otiicr  honorable  members. 

Mr.  Wise. — After  calling  for  a  divi- 
sion !  It  was  distinctly  against  the  Stand- 
ing Orders. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— As  a  matter  of  fact,  T 
kno^v  very  little  of  the  Standing  Orders.  I 
asked  that  all  inks  should  be  placed  on  one 
iKtsis,  and,  was  not  particular  whether  the 
duties  chosen  were  ad  valorem  or  fixed.  I 
hope  that  to-day  the  Cramnittee  will  see 
that  justice  is  done.  Last  night  I  moved 
that  the  fixed  rate  should  be  omitted,  but 
failed,  and  I  also  failed  in  having  the  duty 
reduced  to  3d.  I  then  moved  the  duty 
should  be  4d. 

Mr.  ^^AUGER. — And  then  the  honorable 
member  walked  out ! 

Mr.  ARCHER.— Yes,  as  a  protest 
against  the  Government  attanpting  to 
force  through  an  unjust  proposal  on  what 
thev  knew  to  be  a  minontv  vote. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [3.27].— For 
the  best  part  of  an  hour  yesterday  after- 
noon I  listened  to  the  Treasurer  explaining 
a  difficulty  which  had  arisen  in  regard  to 
amendments.  One  portion  of  the  speech 
w.is  a  sermon  and  another  portion  an  ap- 
peal, and  the  whole  was  directed  to  show- 
ing thnt  no  power  would  force  him  to  ac- 
<vpt  differential  treatment  of  newspaper 
proprietors  in  relation  to  the  duty  on  news 
paper.  The  honorable  gentleman  declared 
that  all  newspapers  must  be  treated  alike — 


that  there  must  be  no  discriminaticm  as 
between  the  large  newspaper  proprietore 
and  small  newspaper  iwoprietors.  In  the 
item  now  under  discussion,  however,  there 
is  a  discrimination,  not  in  favour  of  the 
small  proprietor,  but  in  favour  of  the  large 
proprietOT ;  and  we  have  no  sermon  or  ap- 
peal from  the  honorable  gentleman  about 
being  forced  into  a  false  position.  On  the 
contrary,  the  Treasurer  is  seeking,  by  sheer 
force  of  numbers,  to  bring  about  that  dis*- 
crimination  which  he  so  violently  denounced 
yesterday.  There  is  now  an  opportunity 
presented  to  the  Government  to  carry  out 
a  declared  policy  of  treatiniy  all  sections  of 
the  community  alike. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMs.— At  any  rate,  we 
ought  not  to  favour  the  larger  proprietors. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  am  opposed  to  favour- 
ing  any  man.  Yesterday  the  Treasurer 
declaimed  in  the  most  magnificent  fashion 
against  the  proposal  of  the  honorable  mem- 
her  for  Coolgardie.  The  honorable  lum- 
ber for  Barrio'  assured  the  Treasurer  of 
his  supptHt  with  a  true  protecticmist's  vote 
in  order  that  all  the  newspaper  proprietors 
might  be  treated  alike;  but  that  offer  was 
not  deemed  satisfactory.  It  must  be 
admitted  that  when  the  Treasurer  voted  in 
favour  of  a  duty  on  news  paper,  he  ap- 
peared to  be  about  the  most  dissatisfied 
man  in  the  chamber.  If  the  Com- 
mittee determine  to  adopt  a  fixed  in 
preference  to  an  of  valorem  duty, 
I  trust  that  it  will  be  made  to  apply  both 
to  this  item  and  to  the  next.  I  am  satis- 
fied that  a  satisfactOTv  ink  is  being  pro- 
duced in  Australia,  and  I  am  prepared  to 
extend  to  it  a  reasonable  measure  of  pro- 
tection. But  not  a  tittle  of  evidence  has 
been  forthcoming  to  warrant  us  in  dis- 
criminating in  favour  of  the  large  news- 
paper proprietors. 

Mr.  Fuller. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
I  wish  to  draw  attrition  to  the  fact  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Melbourne  is 
not  at  jM-esent  in  the  chamber. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Does  the  honorable 
member  think  that  that   is   a  point  of 

order  ? 

Mr.  Fuller. — In  view  .of  the  notice 
of  motion  which  the  honorable  member 
for  Melbourne  has  given,  I  do. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— It  is  no  point  of 

order. 


Mr.  FRAZER.— I  am  innocent  of  the 


Tariff  [lo  December,  1907.]  (/i«n  364.)  7253 


not  quite  appreciate  the  coonexiai  be* 
tween  printing  and  stendlling  inkt  and  the 
presence  of  the  hoocvi^le  member  for 
Melbourne  in  the  chamber.  Personallvt 
I  do  not  intend  in  ctHinexion  with  Tariff 
legislation  to  discriminate  in  favour  of  any 
section  of  the  community.  It  appears  to 
me  that  the  Government  i»oposal  is  a 
most  flagrant  attempt  to  confer  an  advan- 
tage upon  the  printer  who  imports  ink  in 
l&Tge  quantities,  as  against  the  individual 
who  imports  it  in  small  quantities  because 
his  needs  are  small.  In  view  of  the  mag- 
nificent and  sustained  appeal  which  the 
Treasurer  made  yesterday,  when  he  de- 
clared that  he  was  absolutely  (^posed  to 
anything  that  might  even  be  considered  a 
discrimination,  he  should,  in  common  fair- 
ness, adopt  the  principle  which  he  then 
advocated  in  respect  of  this  item. 

Mr.  PALMER  (Echuca)  [3-34]-— I  in- 
tend to  vote  in  favour  of  extending  equal 
treatment  to  every  employer  engaged  in 
the  printing  business.  A  little  episode 
occurred  last  night,  and  I  wish  to  say,  as  a 
matter  of  personal  explanaticMi,  that  I 
was  extremely  anxious  that  nothing  should 
be  dcme  which  would  confer  an  advantage 
upcm  the  metropolitan  newspaper  pro- 
prietors, as  compared  with  their  country 
brethren.  I  believe  that  in  a  full  C<xn- 
mittee  the  vote  would  go  in  favour  of  the 
country  press.  Had  a  division  been  taken 
last  evening,  however,  I  am  sarisfied  that 
it  would  have  gone  against  the  country 
press.  It  was  for  that  reason  that  I 
voluntarily  left  the  chamber.  I  might  have 
been  seen  walking  out  of  the  vestibule 
arm-in-arm  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Capricomia.  I  absolutely  deny  the  sug- 
gestion that  I  was  forcibly  detained  out- 
side the  Camber.  In  regard  to  the  item 
immediately  under  consideration,  it  is  in- 
cumbent upon  me  to  do  all  that  I  possibly 
can  to  pre\'ent  Tariff  discriminati<m  in 
favour  of  the  city  press.  I  shall  therefore 
vote  for  the  lowest  possible  rate  of  duty. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarr.i)  [3.37]-— When 
this  item  was  being  discussed  this  morn- 
ing, many  honorable  members  were  labour- 
ing imder  a  misapprehension.  Indeed,  I 
believe  that  a  majoritv  still  imagine  tliat 
it  relates  to  news  printing  ink.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  it  does  not.  It  relates  to  print* 
ing  and  stencilling  inks,  n.e.i.,  news  print- 
ing ink  being  specifically  mentioned  in  the 
next  item.  The  h(XiorabIe  member  for 
Capricomia  has  stated  that  printing  and 
stencilling  inks  can  be  purchased  for  3d. 
per  lb. 


Mr.  Archer. — I  said  that  the  ink  used 
by  the  large  printing  firms  can  be  pur- 
chased for  that  amount. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— As  a  matter  of  fact,  it 
cannot.  The  ink  with  which  we  are  now 
dealing  is  known  as  letterpress  ink  and 
lithographic  and  printing  ink,  and  is  used 
in  connexion  with  the  better  class  of  print- 
ing. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  the  ink  that 
is  used  in  countrv  newspaper  offices. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  honorable  member 
for  South  Sydney  and  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hindmarsh,  who  are  practical 
printers,  declare  that  that  is  not  the  case. 

Mr.  Crouch. — What  about  the  inclusion 
of  the  words,  "  and  in  packages  of  not 
less  than  i  cwt."  in  item  355? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  Treasurer  has 
promised  to  eliminate  those  words,  but  I 
am  not  sure  that  in  ^o  doing  he  will  be 
taking  a  wise  step.  I  hold  in  my  hand 
the  catalogue  of  an  English  firm,  which 
quotes  the  cost  of  the  various  classes  of 
ink  with  whidi  wc  are  now  dealing. 
As   regards   black   letterpress   inks,  the 

? rices  per  dozen  lbs.  run  as  follow  : — Poster 
rom  4s.  to  12s.,  jobbing  from  9s.  to  i8s., 
book  work  frwn  12s,  to  30s.,  and  blue- 
black  from  iSs.  to  60s. 

Mr.  Archer. — ^The  honorable  member  is 
not  quoting  the  prioes  of  news  printing 
ink. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — I  am  quoting  the  prices 
or  ordinary  printing  and  stencilling  inks, 
which  come  under  this  item,  whereas  news 
printing  ink  comes  under  the  next  item.  If 
we  take  the  other  colours  of  printing  ink, 
which  are  admitted  by  every  one  to  be  more 
expensive,  we  find  that  the  price  of  red 
runs  from  13s.  to  36s.  per  dozen  lbs.,  blue 
from  3s.  to  7s.  6d.  per  lb.,  magenta, 
maroon,  and  others  irotn  3$.  6d.  to  los.  per 
lb.,  and  cobalt  30s.  per  lb.  The  prices  of 
the  inks  vary,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  a 
differential  duty  has  been  proposed.  I  be- 
lieve that  had  this  information  been  known 
to  honorable  members  generally  last  nijjht 
there  would  not  have  been  a  misunder- 
standing, and  we  should  not  now  be  dealing 
with  the  duty  on  the  ink  which  is  used  by 
the  newspapers  in  the  electorate  of  tlw^ 
b(xiorable  member  for  Capricomia.  I  am 
just  as  anxious  as  any  one  to  safeguard 
the  interests  of  small  country  newspapers. 
I  supi)08e  that  more  country  newspapers 
are  printed  in  my  electorate  than  in  an\ 
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Mr.  Mc Williams.— Is  printing  or  sten- 
cilling ink  made  here? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  better  class  of  ink 
is  made  in  Melbourne.  Within  half  a  mile 
of  this  building  the  honorable  member  can 
procure  locally-made  ink  up  to  los.  per  lb. 
riie  colours  and  the  oils  are  imported,  and 
bear  a  duty.  The  proposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  only  fair  to  the  makers  of  the 
higher  classes  of  ink.  I  suggest  that  the 
Committee  should  agree  to  the  proposal  of 
the  Government  regarding  this  item,  and 
deal  with  the  question  of  news  printing  ink 
on  the  next  item. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [3-43]-~In 
view  of  the  growth  of  illustrations  the  ink 
industry  will  expand  rapidly.  It  ought  to 
find  occupation  for  a  large  number  of  per- 
sons. I  was  not  in  the  Chamber  when  the 
honorable  member  for  Capricornia  was 
speaking,  but  I  understand  that  he  is  under 
the  impression  that  this  item  deals  with  the 
ink  used  by  newspapers. 

Mr.  Archer. — I  can  only  tell  the  honor- 
able member  that,  under  this  item,  proprie- 
tors of  newspapers  are  pa\ing  a  duty  equal 
to  J  oo  per  cent,  on  the  ink  which  they  use 
in  printing  them. 

Mr.  Watson. — They  do  not  use  this 
kind  of  ink  in  ]»-inting  their  newsp.ipers. 

Mr.  MAHON. — A  newspaper  publishing 
illustrations,  such  as  those  I  hold  in  my 
liand,  would  use  the  ink  which  is  covered 
by  this  item,  but  not  an  ordinary  news- 
l>apcr.  I  hope  that  the  Government  will 
adliere  to  the  duty  on  these  inks,  which  are 
fairly  expensive  and  can  be  made  here. 
Their  manufacture  already  gives  employ- 
mt-nt  to  a  large  number  of  perrons,  and 
promises  to  provide  additional  employment. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  reason  why  the 
duty  should  be  lowered  if  the  Government 
mean  to  give  any  encouragement  to  the 
industr). 

Mr.  '  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable 
member  lioi>es  that  they  will  stick  to  the 
dutv  nf  6d.  i^T  lb.  on  this  ink. 

Mr.  MAHON'.  I  do.  its  it  is  not  a  one- 
man  industry.  The  ink  is  made  in  Mel- 
lx>irnr.  Sxdnry.  and  other  places  through- 
out Australia. 

Mr.  .TosEi'H  Cook.— I  thou;;ht  that  the 
honorable  member  did  not  believe  in  high 
dutios. 

Mr.  MAHOX.  -I  do  not  call  this  a  high 
duty. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  over  lOO  per 
cent. 

Mr.  MAHON.— The  honorable  member 
is  making  a  mistake. 


Coiwiel  FoxTON. — Not  at  all.  Here  15  a 
receipt  for  the  duty,  showing  that  it  is 
equal  to  98  per  c&at.  on  the  value  of  the 
article. 

Mr.  MAHON.— That  may  be  for  an  in- 
fericx*  class  of  ink. 

Cdlonel  Koxton. — That  duty  was  paid 
on  the  ink  used  in  printing  the  Rockhatnp- 
ton  Bulletin. 

Mr.  MAHON. — Everything  that  is  used 
in  Queensland  must,  apparently,  be  allowed 
to  come  in  at  a  low  duty. 

Mr.  Archer. — ^The  point  is  that,  wrth 
the  exception  of  writing  ink,  any  ink  cost- 
ing over  3d.  per  lb.,  no  matter  whether  it 
be  printing,  news  printing,  or  other  sort 
of  ink,  will  cone  in  under  item  354. 

Mr.  MAHON.— All  the  Inks  to  which 
the  honorable  member  refers  are  expensive. 

Mr.  Archer. — Some  of  them  cost  ow 
3d.  per  lb. 

Mr.  MAHON.— The  duty  is  not  exces- 
sive. As  one  who  knows  scxnething  about 
tliis  business,  I  urge  the  Government  to 

stick  to  this  duty. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [3.46I.— 
Unfortunately,  I  was  not  present  this  morn- 
ing when  that  regrettable  incident  took 
place  which  prevented  this  item  from  being 
dealt  with.  As  I  had  been  travelling  all 
(lay,  I  paired  with  the  honorable  member 
for  Moreton,  and  went  home.  I  understood 
at  the  time  that  he  was  in  favour  of  allow- 
ing ink  to  ccxne  in  at  a  lower  rate,  but 
whether  he  meant  the  ink  rovered  bv  this 
item,  or  the  ink  covered  the  next  iton. 
I  cannot  sav  definitely.  It  is  certain,  how- 
ever, that  the  proprietor  of  a  small  news- 
paper has  had  to  pav  a  duty  equal  to  100 
per  cent,  on  the  ink  which  he  has  imported 
under  item  355,  and  which  has  cost  him 
more  than  3d.  per  lb.  There  is  no  getting 
away  from  that  fact. 

Mr.  McDoucALL. — But,  according  to  the 
honorable  member's  argument,  the  duty  is 
always  passed  on  to  the  cmsumer. 

Mr.  WILSON.— The  honorable  member 
ought  to  have  sense  enough  to  know  that 
in  the  case  of  newspapers  a  dutv  cannot  be 
passed  on,  except,  perhaps,  to  the  ad\-er- 
tiser.  The  reader  certainly  cannot  be 
charged  ijd.  for  a  penny  newspaper.  I 
know  that  the  honorable  member  is  an 
authority  on  some  questions  coimected  with 
newspapers.  For  instance,  he  has  pub- 
lished a  series  of  his  verses  in  the  news- 
papers. 
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Mr.  Watson, — They   were  very  good 

verses,  anyhow. 

Mr.  WILSON.— If  that  is  the  honorable 
member's  view,  I  make  him  a  present  of  the 
verses. 

The  CHAIRMAN.—Will  the  honorable 
member  address  his  remarks  to  the  item? 

Mr,  WILSON. — I  subnut,  sir,  that  my 
remarks  are  entirely  relevant,  because  the 

item  deals  generally  with  the  question  of 
printing  ink,  and,  incidentally,  with  ink 
slinging.  Of  course,  the  particular  kind  ol 
ink  that  is  "slung"  when  one  is  writing 
prose  or  verse  is  a  writing  ink. 

Mr.    Page. — The    honorable  member 
should  try  his  hand  with  it. 

Mr.  WILSON.— Some  day  I  may 
write  an  ode  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Maranoa. 

Mr.  Page. — I  hope  not- 

Mr.  WILSON.— But  I  trust  that  the 
hcHiorable  mCTiber  will  have  gone  to  his 
last  resting-place  before  I  do.  Otherwise 
mv  verses  would  soon  drive  him  there.  I 
think  that  the  Treasurer  ought  to  allow 
the  item  to  be  recommitted  in  order  that 
the  Committee  may  be  able  to  express  an 
opinicm  as  to  whether  the  duties  of  6jd. 
and  6d.  per  lb.  ^ould  not  be  left  out  with  a 
view  to  fixing  an  ad  valorem  duty. 
The  Mini.ster  might  very  well  agree  to  ad 
valorem  duties  of  30  and  25  per 
cent.  Does  he  want  to  impose  a 
duty  amounting  to  100  per  cent,  upon  ink 
that  is  used  by  newspaper  proprietors  in 
small  country  towns?  A  letter  in  my  pos- 
session proves  that  a  man  in  a  country  town 
has  actually  paid  duty  amounting  to  100 
per  cent.  I  presxmie  that  he  did  not  im- 
port ink  to  drink  it.  He  bought  it  to  use 
in  his  office.  This  and  the  next  item  place 
those  who  use  ink  at  under  3d.  per  lb.  at  a 
decided  advantage  as  compared  with  those 
who  use  ink  at  over  3d.  If  the  Treasurer 
will  allow  the  item  to  be  recwnmitted,  what- 
ever ad  valorem  duty  is  imposed  by  the 
Committee  we  will  willingly  axxftpt 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  Committee  has 
already  decided  to  leave  in  the  words 
which  the  honorable  member  desires  to  have 
struck  out. 

Mr.  WILSON.— There  was  a  regrettable 
incident  at  about  2  o'clock  this  morning 
which  pnjved  that  there  was  not  a  quorum 
present  when  a  division  was  tak«i. 
Mr.  Wise. — There  was. 
The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  must  not  discuss  that  point. 

Mr.  WILSON.— The  item  was  not  dealt 
■with  when  there  were  a  sufficient  number  of 


honorable  members  present  to  decide  the 
duty  properly.  -I  wish  to  secure  an  oppor- 
tunity for  a  full  CMnmittee  to  express  an 
opinion  as  to  whether  a  fixed  or  an  ad 
valorem  duty  diould  be  imposed.  With 
that  object  I  wish  to  move  that  the  item  be 
reccHmnitted. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 
monber  cannot  move  to  that  effect  at  this 
stage. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [3.54]— 
There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  talk 
amongst  honorable  members  about  placing 
small  and  large  newspapers  on  the 
same  footing.  It  appears  to  me  that  re- 
marks of  that  character  in  relation  to  the 
present  item  indicate  a  false  assumption. 
Whether  the  duty  should  be  6d.  per  lb.  or 
30  and  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem  is  a  ques- 
tion quite  aiJart  from  the  assumption  that 
the  duty  as  proposed  differentiates  between 
small  and  large  newspapers.  It  does  no- 
thing of  the  sort.  News  printing  ink,  whe- 
ther used  on  a  rotary  machine  by  the  pro- 
prietor of  a  large  newspaper,  or  on  a 
Wharfdale  machine  by  the  proprietor  of  a 
small  newspaper,  is  just  the  same  class  of 
news  ink. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — It  is  possible  to  use 
a  lower  quality  of  ink  on  stereo  than  on 
straight  type,  as  the  honorable  member 
ought  to  know. 

Mr.  WATSON. — As  Iwig  as  it  is  em- 
ployed on  a  letterpress  machine,  the  same 
class  of  ink  can  be  used  for  the  printing 
of  a  small  or  a  large  newspaper. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS.— All  the  large  news- 
papers stetea  Thev  do  not  print  from 
type. 

Mr.  WATSON.— That  does  not  make 
any  essential  difference. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Yes;  it  does. 

Mr.  WATSON.— When  I  speak  of  letter- 
press, I  mean  the  term  to  include  stereotype 
matter.  Of  course,  in  jobbing  work,  and 
in  printing  illustrations,  a  better  class  of 
ink  must  be  used,  as  well  as  a  better  class 
of  paper,  whilst  there  must  be  more  careful 
machining.  It  is  impossible  to  wcMrk  at  the 
same  speed  when  doing  such  work  as  the 
illustrated  portion  of  the  Australasian  or 
the  Sydney  Mail,  or  in  printing  a  news- 
paper like  the  Bulletin,  as  in  printing  an 
ordinary  newspaper.  Good  ink  must  be 
used,  and  there  must  be  careful  machining. 
But  a  country  newspaper  and  a  city  news- 
paper can  use  the  same  class  of  ink  for 
letterpress  work.  The  universal  practice  of 
thp  proprietors  of  country  ng'^iipers,  so 
far  as  my  knowledge  of  their  methods 
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goes,  is  to  order  their  ink  fron  one  or 
other  of  the  printers*  famishing  bouses 
like  Cowan  and  Company,  or  Wimble,  who 
import  in  large  quantities.  The  newspaper 
proprietors  do  not  import  directly,  but  buy 
their  ink  as  they  want  it.  It  is  not  worth 
their  while  to  import.  In  fact,  it  is  only 
the  largest  news,paper  proprietors  who 
bodiM  to  import  directly. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber knows  that  the  duty  will  be  passed  on 
to  the  man  who  buys. 

Mr.  WATSON. — Quite  so;  I  am  quite 
aware  of  that.  But  so  far  as  the  question 
of  the  packages  is  concerned,  the  rate  at 
which  the  small  newspaper  men  will  get 
their  ink  will  not  be  affected. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Why  should 
we  have  a  duty  amounUng  to  1 50  per  cent, 
for  the  cheaper  ink,  and  onl/  25  per  cent, 
for  expensive  ink? 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  honorable  member 
has  put  the  case  in  the  wrong  wav.  The 
lower  duty  is  on  the  cheap  ink,  that  is 
merely  used  ion  newspaper  purposes;  but 
the  superior  class  of  ink  is  used  for  fob- 
bing and  for  printing  illustrations  and 
special  work.  Inks  must  be  over  a  certain 
value  before  the  extra  duty  is  imposed. 

Mr.  Wilson. — Thirty  people  at  least 
have  had  to  pay  6d.  per  lb.  on  ink  costing 
3d.  per  lb. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Just  so. 

Mr.  Akcher. — For  newspapCT  purposes. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  ha\-e  not  heard  of  a 
newspaper  proprietor  who  pays  3d.  per  lb. 
for  newspaper  ink.  They  may  use  it  for 
jobbing  purposes,  but  for  newspaper  pur- 
poses, I  have  not  heard  of  such  a  case. 

Mr.  Wilson. — I  can  prove  it  to  the  hon- 
orable member. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  should  say  that  the 
honorable  member's  friend  is  a  very  foolish 
man  if  he  uses  ink  at  3d.  per  lb.  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — The  honorable  mem- 
bei  for  Yarra  quoted  a  case. 

Mr.  WATSON.— That  was  in  relation 
to  special  ink  for  jobbing  purposes. 

^^r.  Frazeb. — If  we  can  make  the  ex- 
pensive inks  in  Australia,  can  we  not  make 
the  cheaper  classes? 

Mr.  WATSON.— We  might  be  able  to 
do  so,  but  not  very  readily.  News 
printing  ink.  in  order  to  be  dutiable  at 
the  lower  rate,  must  be  invoiced  at  less 
than  3d.  per  lb.  in  the  country  of  origin, 
and  since  it  is  sold  in  Melbourne  and 
'vdney  at  3jd.  per  lb.  after  payment  of 


freight  and  other  charges,  it  should  not 
be  diflScuIt  to  import  it  at  less  than  3d. 
per  \b. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — This  duty  is  6f . 
per  lb.,  not  6d.  per  cwt. 

Mr.  WATSON— That  is  so;  but  soire 
printing  inks  are  very  expensive,  and  it 
would  be  an  easy  matter  to  deceive  the 
Customs  Department  as  to  their  value. 
-Manufacturers  of  ink  in  Australia,  of 
whom  there  is  quite  a  number,  have  to- 
pay  a  fairly  Ijeavy  duty  on  some,  at  all 
events,  of  their  raw  material. 

Mr.  Ahchm. — They  have  not  to  pav  a 
duty  of  100  per  cent.,  like  that  imposed 
upon  this  ink. 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  is  not  100  per 
cent. 

Mr.  Archer. — I  shall  prove  that  the- 
duty  is  more  than  100  per  cent. 

Mr.  WATSOX.— I  prefer  to  be  guided 
by  my  own  knowledge  of  the  trade,  rather 
than  by  any  statement  on  the  part  of 
others.  Ink  used  for  news  printing  pur- 
poses will  come  in  under  item  355. 

Mr.  AfiCHES. — That  is  a  mere  asser- 
tiotu 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  happen  to  know  a 
little  about  the  printing  trade,  and  I  have- 
no  hesitation  in  making  this  sUtement. 
Printing  ink  manufacturers  in  Australia: 
have  to  pay  a  duty  of  6d.  per  gallon  on 
linseed  <mI,  which  at  present  is  not  being 
produced  in  any  quantity  in  Australia. 

Mr.  Archer.— We  do  not  grudge"  then* 
a  duty  of  30  per  cent,  and  25  per  cent, 
on  the  finished  artKle. 

Mr.  WATSON'.— I  do  not  think  that 
those  duties  are  sufficient  in  the  case  of  the 
better  classes  of  ink.  The  possibility  of 
arranging  inxoices  is  such  that  printing 
inks  have  been  known  to  come  in  at  rates 
far  below  their  true  value.  The  state- 
ment that  this  proposal  will  be  an  unfair 
handicap  on  country  newspa|»ers  is  utterly 
without  foundation.  I  do  not  care  very 
much  whether  a  fair  ad  -.'alorem  or  a  fixed" 
duty  is  carried,  but  I  do  not  think  that  a 
duty  of  25  per  cent,  will  he  sufficient. 

Mr.  SPEXCF.  (Dariing)  [4-5].--!  feel 
confident  that  had  the  Goverrunent  in 
framing  the  Tariff  put  all  inks  in  the  one- 
item,  tlie  position  would  have  been  dif- 
ferent. There  would  certainly  have  l»een 
a  great  hubbub  raised  outside,  for  there- 
is  a  \ery  distinct  tlifference  between  inks 
used  even  for  'he  rougher  classes  of  job- 
printing  and  ordinar\-  nex^^nndhg  ink. 
It  would  appear  tR!9t'W™yj^g&ember 
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for  Corangamite  has  a  friend  who  has  been 
buying  high-class  job  printing  ink. 

Mr.  Wilson. — No;  he  purchased  the 
ink  for  printing  a  newspaper. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Apparently  he  has 
purchased  for  that  purpose  ink  generally 
used  for  job  printing.  I  do  not  know  why 
we  should  disarrange  the  Tariff  because 
some  one  has  been  so  foolish  as  to  use 
high-class  job  printing  inks  for  newspaper 
printing  purpo^ 

Mr.  Archer. — Did  not  the  honorable 
m«nber  say  last  night  that  it  would  be 
just  to  impose  a  level  duty? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  supported  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  fixed  as  well  as  an  ad  valorem 
duty,  saying  that  the  Customs  officers 
could  not  determine  the  true  value  of 
printing  inks.  There  are  some  inks  which 
even  an  amateur  would  recognise  as  being 
of  high  quality,  and  to  those  the  ad  valorem 
duty,  as  being  the  higher  of  the  two  duties, 
would  apply. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  that  is  the  whole 
trouble,  let  us  try  a  lower  instead  of  a 
higher  duty. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — I  understand  that  the 
fixed  duty  has  been  passecL 

Mr.  Wilson. — Na 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.— It  was  decided  laSt 
night  that  there  should  be  a  fixed  dirt^. 

Mr.  Archer. — On  a  minority  division. 

Mr.  SPENCE,— Then  I  hope  the  Trea- 
surer will  stand  by  his  proposal.  It  is 
asserled  on  the  very  best  authority — and 
I  think  that  the  statement  will  be  sup- 
ported by  cheers  of  the  Department — that 
it  is  difficult  to  assess  the  true  value  of 
job  printing  inks. 

Mr.  Archer. — I  understand  that  the 
Customs  oflfcers  deny  the  statement.  _  Has 
the  honorable  member  obtained  his  infor- 
mation from  the  Department? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— No;  but  I  think  it  will 
be  borne  out  by  the  Department.  It  is 
necessary  to  have  a  fixed  duty  to  keep  out 
the  cheap  rubbish. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— The  honorable 
member  does  not  seem  to  recc^ise  that 
the  Government  propose  an  ad  valorem  duty 
<Mi  both  items. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  am  supporting  the 
line  as  it  stands.  These  inks  will  be  sub- 
ject to  an  ad  valorem  duty  as  well  as 
a  fi«d  duty,  and  whichever  is  the  higher 
duty  will  have  to  be  paid.  Printing  ink 
of  first  class  quality  is  being  made  in  the 
Cbmflionwealth,  and  we  should  give  the 
manufacturers  tfie  protection  that  other 
industries  have  »ecured.     The  honorable 


member  for  South  Sydney  has  clearly 
shown  that  news  printing  ink  is  altogether 
different  from  that  used  for  job  printing 
purposes ;  and  I  fail  to  see  how  the  Tariff 
could  have  been  better  framed  to  give  full 
consideration  to  all  '  parties  concerned. 
There  is  nothing  to  complain  about.  It 
may  be  that  some  one  has  been  called  upon 
to  pay  duty  under  the  wrong  item— that 
some  one  has  paid  the  higher  duty 
on  news  ink— but  such  a  mistake  is 
not  likely  to  be  made  very  often. 

Mr.  Archer. — Nevertheless,  it  is  done. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  honorable  member 
seems  to  know  of  a  case,  but  I  do  not  think 
that  any  cme  else  does.  Most  practical 
printers  will  say  that  these  two  inks  are 
used  for  different  kinds  of  work.  Printing 
ink  made  locally  does  good  work.  I  know 
an  establishment  where  tons  of  Australian 
ink  are  used,  and  it  gives  every  satis- 
facticwi. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [4.12].— As  we 
had  a  long  discussion  on  the  subject  of  inks 
at  the  last  sitting,  and  honorable  members 
seem  to  have  pretty  well  made  up  their 
minds,  I  hope  that  the  debate  will  not  be 
prol(»iged.  The  Minist^  has  agreed  to 
omit  the  limitation  regarding  packages  ol 
not  less  than  i  cwt.,  and  he  is  also  in- 
clined to  accept  a  compromise  which  I  sug- 
gested, making  the  duties  5d.  and  4|d.  per 
lb.    I  shall  vote  for  those  rates. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [4.13].— I 
have  a  suggestion  to  mal^  which,  if 
adopted,  will,  I  think,  meet  the  case  put  b>' 
the  honorable  member  for  Capricornia  and 
others.  It  is  to  substitute  the  figure  6d. 
for  the  figure  3d.  in  item  355. 

Mr.  Archer. — Why  not  impose  the  same 
duty  on  all  printing  inks? 

Mr.  MAHON. — I  am  going  more  than 
half  way  to  meet  the  honcvable  member. 
He  complains  that  certain  ink  is  dutiable 
under  item  354  at  over  100  per  cent,  ad 
valorem^  but  if  the  alteration  which  I  sug- 
gest is  made,  such  ink  will  be  dutiable  as 
news  printing  ink  ini-oiced  at  under  £d. 
per  lb.  The  proposed  alteratim  should  be 
acceptable  to  all  parties. 

Mr.  JOS  E  PH  COOK  (Parramatta> 
[4.15]. — I  think  that  the  suggesticm  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Coolgardie  does  not 
meet  the  difficulty.  It  a^umes  that  items 
^54  and  355  deal  cmly  with  such  printing 
inks  as  are  used  for  country  newspapers. 
Does  the  honorable  member  propose  the 
omission  of  the  words  "^Ti^^^^kages 
of  not  less  than  ■j'ae'tff'.^y 
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Mr.  Crouch. — The  Minister  has  agreed 
to  the  omission  of  those  words. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Notwithstand- 
ing what  has  been  said  by  the  honorable 
members  for  South  Sydney  and  Coolgardie, 
one  of  whwn  was  fwrnerly  engaged  in  the 
setting  of  type,  and  the  other  in  reporting 
for  newspapers,  those  whose  business  it  is 
to  sell  ink  take  a  different  view.  A  well- 
known  firm,  which  deals  largely  in  this 
commodity,  has  written  to  me  on  the  sub- 
ject in  these  terms — 

Please  bear  in  mind  that  all  inks  used  by 
the  larger  newsp.apers  come  out  in  bi^  casks, 
varying  from  3  cwt.  to  4  cwt.,  and  it  is  •really 
a  dilTerent  kind  of  ink  to  that  used  by  the 
smaller  newspapers;  it  is  what  is  called  Rotary 
Ink,  and  is  used  for  orinting  newspapers  00 
the  big  rotary  machines — altogether  different  to 
that  used  by  the  smaller  newspapers  on  their 
flat-bed  machines.  The  majority  of  the  news- 
papers in  Australia  use  the  stiffer  ink,  and  it 
i&  invariably  sold  to  them  in  tins  varying  from 
12  lbs.  Up  to  i  cwt.  tins  or  packages.  The 
smaller  newspapers  could  not  take  large  pack- 
ages because  it  would  lake  them  so  long  a  time 
to  use  it  up,  and  dust  and  dirt  gets  into  the  ink 
and  spoils  it — hence  their  reason  for  getting 
the  small  packages. 

The  average  price  Xhe  smaller  newspapers  pay 
for  their  ink  is  over  3d.  Under  the  proposed 
item  they  would  have  to  pay — according  to  my 
reading  of  this  item — a  duty  of  6d.  peT  lb.  for 
British-made'  ink.  Assuming,  therefore,  they 
are  paying  4d.  per  lb.  now  for  their  ink,_  it 
would  cost  them  to  use  this  British-made  ink 
gd.  10  lod.  per  lb. 

Mr.  QtoucH. — Does  not  that  letter  speak 
of  the  average  i»ice  of  ink  as  4d.  per  lb.  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Between  3d. 
and  4d.  per  lb. 

Mr.  Crouch.  —  Then  the  proposed 
amendment  would  meet  the  firm  ooncerned  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  firm  in 
question  desires  that  the  ink  which  we  are 
now  ctMisidering  shall  be  reduced  in  duty, 
so  that  the  country  newspapers  may  not 
have  to  pay  too  highly  for  it.  They  can- 
not use  the  inferior  ink  which  is  used  in 
connexion  with  the  large  rotary  machines 
in  the  (rfiices  of  the  big  metropolitan  dailies. 
I  hope  that  the  duty  will  be  reduced. 

Mr.  ARCHER  (Capricornia)  [4.20].— 
We  have  had  a  great  deal  of  what  is  as- 
sumed to  be  expert  evidence  from  certain 
members  of  the  Committee  who  have  been 
cwmected  with  the  printing  trade.  I  do 
not  know  in  what  capacity  they  were  con- 
nected with  it,  but  admittedly  some  of  them 
have  not  been  connected  with  the  trade  for 
many  years,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that 
important  changes  mav  have  taken  place  in 
the  meantime.  However  that  may  be,  I 
have  facts  to  bring  befwe  the  Committee 


which  absolutely  refute  many  of  the  state- 
ments that  have  been  made.  The  pro- 
prietors of  a  certain  newspaper — and  though 
I  have  authority  to  do  so  I  need  not  men- 
tic»i  the  name  unless  honorable  monbers  de- 
sire it — have  in  bond  2,000  lbs.  of  ink  in- 
voiced at  3d.  per  lb.,  of  which  they  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  get  possession  because 
of  this  duty  of  6jd.  per  lb.,  which  is 
equivalent  to  an  impost  of  213  per  cent.  I 
ask  the  Minister  to  say  whether  that  state- 
ment is  not  a  fact. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  ncrt  know.  I 
never  heard  of  it. 

Mr.  MahOn. — I  should  say  that  it  is  an 
emiff. 

Mr.  ARCHER— I  can  sav  that  !t  is  a 
fact. 

Mr.  Watson. — How  can  the  honorable 

member  say  for  what  purpose  the  ink  re- 
ferred to  is  to  be  used  ? 

Mr.  ARCHER.— It  is  intended  to  be 
used  for  the  printing  of  the  War-Crv. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  proprietors  of  the 
War-Crv  do  a  lot  of  jobbing  printing. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— I  think  I  can  take  the 
word  of  the  people  who  imported  the  ink 
as  to  the  ptirpose  for  which  it  was  impcwted. 

.Mr.  Mauger. — They  should  use  ink 
made  in  Australia. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Is  it  imported  from 
Japan,  or  where? 

Mr.  ARCHER.— I  do  not"  know  where 
it  was  imported  from.  It  is  what  is  called 
the  "news"  quality  of  ink,  and  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  honorable  member  for  South 
Sydney  to  say  whether  that  is  not  the 
quality  of  ink  oMnmcHiIy  used  for  the  print- 
ing of  newspapers. 

Mr.  Watson. — Yes,  it  is. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— This  ink  is  invoiced  at 
3d.  per  lb.,  and  those  who  have  imported 
it  cannot  get  it  out  of  bond  unless  they  pay 
a  duty  of  6jd.  per  lb.  on  it.  That  fa<i 
completely  justifies  the  stand  honorable 
members  on  this  side  have  taken  in  this 
matter.  I  know  the  proprietors  of  other 
newspapers  complain  that  thev  cannot  get 
the  ink  they  require  without  paving  a  duty 
equivalent  to  anything  frwn  100  per  cent, 
up  to  250  per  cent.  That  is  a  gross  in- 
justice, but  I  have  little  hope  that  the  Min- 
ister will  be  prepared  to  reccMnmit  the 
item. 

Mr.  Crouch.— The  proposed  amendment 
will  meet  the  honorable  member's  objection. 

Mr.  ARCHER. — It  might  to  a  certain 
extent,  but  in  the  first  place  I  sav  ithat  t!« 
duties  are  too  highgjtiini  t}ib-^i3Pgi^  I  do 
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not  believe  in  fixed  duties  ct  all;  and  in 
the  third  place,  if  we  are  to  do  anything 
in  this  matter,  we  should  in  the  next  item 
strike  out  the  weight  limit,  which  I  under- 
stand the  Minister  said  last  night  he  was 
prepared  to  do. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — I  was  prepared  to 
do  that  last  night. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— It  is  only  the  proprie- 
tors of  very  big  newspapers  who  can  afford 
to  import  this  ink  in  large  quantities,  be- 
cause if  it  has  to  be  kept  for  any  length 
of  time  it  deteriorates  in  value.  I  have 
mentioned  a  fact  which  cannot  be  disputed 
— that  an  ink  imported  for  the  purproe  of 
printing  a  newspaper  cannot  be  got  out  <.f 
bond  except  on  the  payment  of  duty  rei)re- 
senting  233  per  cent,  on  the  invoice  price. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [4.25]. 
- — The  matter  referred  to  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Capricornia  has  no  bearing 
tipcHi  the  first  itan.  But  I  should  like  to 
say  that  I  think  no  great  hardship  is  done 
to  the  proprietoR  of  the  War-Cry  when  it  is 
remembered  that  they  might  have  procured 
the  ink  they  require  right  rat  the  spot. 

Mr.  Chanter. — The  subscribw^  to  thdr 
newspaper  are  here. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— That  is  so.  I 
shall  be  very  glad  if  in  the  future,  as  a 
result  of  the  duty,  they  are  obliged  to  look 
inside  the  Commonwealth  fOT  their  ink  as 
well  as  for  their  pennies.  That  would  be 
only  a  fair  thing,  and,  in  fact,  it  is  the 
whole  purpose  of  the  duty  to  bring  that 
state  of  affairs  about.  Those  who  say 
that  the  more  highly-priced  inks  are  re- 
quired for  the  printi.ng  of  country  news- 
papers know  nothing  about  the  business. 

Mr.  Archer.— That  is  a  silly,  wild, 
statement  to  make. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  have  been  con- 
nected with  the  printing  trade  for  over 
thirty-five  years;  and  as  an  employer  in 
the  trade  for  many  yeara  I  have  used  a  good 
deal  of  Australian  ink. 

Mr.  AscREK. — ^The  who  are  import- 
ing ink  have  also  been  in  the  trade  for 
thirty-five  years,  and  are  in  it  still. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  have  used  ink 
imported  from  the  Old  Country,  and  I 
have  also  used  Wimble's  inks.  I  have 
found  Wimble's  cheap  inks  good  enough 
for  the  printing  of  newspapers,  and  equal 
to  what  I  could  get  abroad  for  the  same 
purpose.  I  was  not,  of  course,  in  a  big 
way  of  business,  and  if  I  required  a  small 
quantity  of  ink  of  a  certain  quality  I  had 
to  pay  a  little  more  for  it ;  but  the  ordi- 


nary news  ink  is  imp(Hted  in  large  quanti- 
ties even  by  small  printing  oxicerns.  It 
would  be  absurd  to  use  a  first-class  ink 
for  the  printing  of  a  newspaper. 

Mr.  McWiLUAUs. — ^Would  the  hwior- 
able  mmber  use  the  same  ink  on  a  stneo., 
that  is  used  only  once,  as  on  type  that  is 
used  for  over  twelve  months? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Very  often. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Then  the  honorable 
member  does  not  know  much  about  the 
business,  no  matter  how  long  he  has  been 
in  the  trade. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— We  could  not 
expect  good  work  with  cheap  ink  on  poor 
paper.  The  quality  of  the  pa.per  must  be 
taken  into  account ;  and  good  rolled  paper 
would  be  required  on  which  to  produce 
illustratiois  effectively.  I  should  be  in- 
clined to  favour  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Coolgardie;  but  I 
think  the  recommendation  of  the  protec- 
tiraiist  section  of  the  Tariff  Commission, 
6d.  per  lb.,  or  25  per  cent.,  whichever  is 
higher,  is  a  reasonable  one.  There  are 
extraordinary  variati<ms  in  the  prices  of 
inks.  I  have  here  a  prif^-Iist  from  T. 
£igsby  and  Son,  of  London,  in  which 
quotations  are  givwi  for  what  purpwts  to 
be  first-class  coloured  inks.  I  find  that  ultra- 
marine blue  is  quoted  at  is.  for  letter- 
press ink  and  is.  6d.  for  lithograph  ink. 
I  maintain  that  that  is  pure  dumping.  I 
hare  here  also  the  price-list  of  Slater  and 
Palmer,  of  London,  which  was  referred  to 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Yarra.  Their 
price  for  ultramarine  blue  is  5s.  for  letter- 
press ink,  and  6s.  for  lithograph  ink  of 
the  best  quality.  Thej  quote  prices  for 
another  quality  of  ink  of  the  same  shade 
— letterpress  3s.  6d.,  lithograph  4s.  '6d. 
per  lb.  I  can  defy,  not  merely  any  Cus- 
toms officer,  but  any  printer  or  even  any 
ink  manufacturer,  to  tell  me,  on  seeing 
printing  done  by  a  first-class  printer  on 
first-class  paper  with  a  first-class  machine, 
whether  the  price  of  the  ink"  used  was 
IS.  6d.,  3s.  6d.,  or  48.  66.  per  lb.  We 
can  produce  all  the  inks  we  require  in 
Australia  if  we  give  our  local  manufac- 
turers suflScient  protection.  I  am  sorry 
that  the  recommendation  of  the  Tariff 
Canmission  was  not  adopted.  I  think  in 
the  circumstances  it  would  be  better  to 
leave  this  item  as  it  stands,  and  to  fix 
the  duties  on  the  next  item  at  5d.  and  4|d. 

Sir  WiLLXAU  LvNE. — I  am  prepared  to 
do  that. 

Mr.  HUTCHI^O^.— We  should  do 
what  we  can  to  assi^  an  industry  that  has 
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already  been  established  in  the  Common- 
wealth, but  which  would  be  destroyed  if 
the  views  of  honorable  members  opposite 
were  given  effect  to. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [4.31]. — We  have  had  a  very  Iraig 
debate  on  this  matter  last  night  and  to-day. 
I  think  it  is  my  duty  to  stand  the 
duties  as  proposed,  and  to  carry  them  rar 
duties  as  nearly  their  equivalent  as  pos- 
sible. I  admit  that  those  who  have  been 
nearly  all  their  lives  intimately  onmected 
with  the  working  of  newspapers  should 
know  something  about  what  is  necessary. 
The  duties  set  out  in  the  Tariff  have  been 
proposed  at  the  instance  of  those  who  are 
supposed  to  know  what  they  are  tallung 
about. 

Mr.  AxcBSR. — The  manufacturers  of 

ink. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Indeed,  no. 
I  think  all  parties  concerned  were  oxisulted 
by  the  Comptroller-General,  and  I  believe 
there  was  no  objection  urged  against  the 
proposal  made  in  the  Tariff.  I  wish  to 
point  out  that  this  proposal  emanated  in 
the  first  place  from  the  A  section  of  the 
Tariff  Commission. 

Mr.  Archer. — From  the  manufacturers 
again. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.— No,  from  the 
evidence. 

Mr.  Archer. — Of  the  manufacturers. 
The  consumers  never  had  a  say. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  should  not 
like  to  say  that.  As  I  have  never  had  much 
to  do  with  ink-slinging,  I  do  not  profess 
to  understand  the  technical  details  con- 
nected with  this  question.  But  I  could 
not  acc^t  the  proposal  made  last  night, 
as  it  would  involve  practically  the  remis- 
sion of  the  duty  altogether. 

Mr.  Archer. — Even  though  the  Depart- 
ment had  no  objection. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— I  do  not  know 
whether  thf  officers  of  the  Department  had 
any  objectuxi  to  the  proposal  last  night 
or  not.  I  had  to  Be  guided  by  the  Tariff 
before  me;  and  although  the  honorable 
member  might  have  thought  there  was 
something  personal  in  what  happened,  as 
a  matter  of  fact  it  was  not  so,  and  I  was 
merely  standing  by  the  duty  proposed  by 
the  Government  on  recommendations  made 
by  experts.  I  am,  however,  glad  to  have 
heard  the  debate  to-day,  and  am  quite 
prepared  to  accept  saggestions  from  those 
who  know  something  of  the  subject. 

Mi'.  Archer.— That  Is  why  we  wished'  to 
have  the  matter  postpcmed  until  to-day. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  was  not 
the  reason  which  actuated  honorable  mem- 
bers ;  but  X  have  no  wish  to  refer  to  last 
night's  proceedings  when  to  do  so  might 
give  rise  to  heated  feeling.  There 
must  be  a  mistake  somewhere,  because  the 
hcmorable  member  for  Capriconiia  has 
stated  several  tones  that  the  RcckhampUm 
Bulletin  purchases  this  high-class  ink  for 
its  ordinary  printing,  wh^eaa  I  am  ad- 
vised that  it  is  used  for  only  very  high- 
class  work.  The  magnificent  work  in  a 
little  catalogue  which  I  held  in  my  band 
just  now — one  of  the  best  I  ever  saw — 
was  done  with  very  high-class  ink.  Hon- 
orable members  who  have  expert  knowledge 
of  this  matter  assure  me  that  if  I  amend 
the  next  item  by  raising  the  invoice  value 
menti(xied  in  it  from  3d.  to  6d.  pw  lb., 
it  ought  to  obviate  all  the  objection  that 
has  been  taken  to  this  item. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thouson. — No,  it  will 
not 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— At  anv  rate.  I 
am  quite  prepared  to  take  that  course. 
The  hcxxvable  member  for  Capricomia 
must  not  ima^e  that  I  desire  to  injure 
ot  interfere  with  country  newspapers,  but 
all  the  information  that  I  have  from  ex- 
perts is  that  mv  proposal  would  not  haw 
that  effect. 

Mr.  Archer. — Not  if  the  invoice  price 
is  raised  from  3d.  to  6d.,  and  the  cwt. 
limit,  which  is  just  as  important,  is  also 
struck  out. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  think 
there  is  much  in  that 

Mr.  Archer. — ^There  is  a  great  deal  in 

it 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  was  agree- 
able to  do  it  early  this  morning.  If  the 
honorable  member  had  not  rushed  away  in 
such  a  hurry,  he  would  have  Tieard  me 
say  so  two  or  three  seconds  afterwards. 

Mr.  Archer. — I  could  not  get  the  Min- 
ister to  speak. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  was  anxious 

to  get  to  the  end  of  this  division,  and 
therefOTe  did  not  sav  much.  No  matter 
what  I  said,  the  honorable  member  would 
have  argued  that  I  was  wrong.  He  must 
admit  that  the  honorable  members  for 
South  Sydney,  Hindmarsh,  and  Cotrf- 
gardie,  who  have  spoken  to-day,  know 
what  thev  are  talking  about  They  aU 
support  the  duty  which  has  been  prt^xised 
hv  the  Government,  and^recoiniBfended  br 
the  Tariff  Conflffiy^-^"^ST^ 
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Mr.  Akcher. — With  the  alteratum  of  the 
invcnoe  value  in  the  next  item  from  3d.  to 
6d.7 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Ye*    I  hope 

the  debate  will  not  be  greatly  prolonged 
I  shall  be  quite  prepared  when  we  reach 
the  next  item  to  do  what  I  have  said.  I 
ask  honorable  members  to  allow  this  item 
to  pass,  because  we  have  a  great  deal  of 
work  to  do.  If  honorable  members  will 
make  reasonable  prt^ress  I  have  no  desire 
to  keep  the  House  sitting  until  the  small 
hours  of  the  mining.  It  is  not  a  good 
thing  to  do,  but  I  have  been  forced 
into  that  position  in  order  to  get 
a  oertain  amount  of  wock  dwie.  If 
the  work  is  got  through,  I  want  the 
House  to  rise  at  a  reasonably  early 
hour  to-night,  meet  to-morrow,  and  prob- 
ably finish  the  whole  Tariff,  because  we 
are  near  the  end  of  it.  With  a  solid  de- 
terminatioa  an  the  part  of  honorable  mem- 
bers to  adiieve  that  result,  I  think  we  can 
do  it  without  sitfing  into  the  small  hours. 
I  have  here  a  letter  from  Messrs.  R.  Collie 
and  Conpany,  who  state — 

We  give  the  quantities  of  news  ink,  purchased 
fnMn  us,  by  some  of  our  dients,  country  news- 
papers, who  draw  all  their  supplies  from  us : — 
Ctornish  R.,  "Star,"  Woodend.  3x1  dot. 
lbs.,  at  6d. 

Boardman.  A.  K.,  "  News,"  Sunbury,  2  x  i 

do«.  lbs.,  at  6d. 
Ward,  G.  W.,  "Times,"  Horsham,  a  x  1 

cwts.,  at  4jrfl. 
Allen.  R.,  "Leader,"  Talbot,  a  x  a8  lbs., 

at  4(1. 

Rossiter  Bros,  and  Co.,  "  Standard,"  Yar- 

ram,  2  x  ^  cwts.,  at  sd. 
Rossiter  Bros,  and  Co.,  "Star,"  Leongatha, 

I  X  I  doc  lbs.,  at  6d. 
Rossiter  Bros,  and  Co.,  "  Mirror,"  Foster, 

t  X  aS  lbs.*  at  ^^d. 
Robertson  and  Co..  "Hail,"  Castletnaine, 

a  X  t  cwts.,  at  4d. 
We  could  give  saaay  more  ttmilar  instances. 

That  shows  that  extraordinary  prices  are 
not  chaiiged  for  news  ink,  and  Aat.  those 
newspapers  are  uang  the  Colonial  article 
in  preference  to  the  imported.  It  also 
proves  that  country  newspapers,  if  they  so 
desire,  can  get  their  news  ink  made  here 
instead  of  purchasing  the  imported.  I 
only  received  that  letter  this  morning,  and 
I  quote  it  because  it  shows  that  the  ink 
is  being  made  here,  and  is  used  oclusively 
by  a  number  of  country  newspapers. 

Mr.  WaKS. — ^The  same  firm  complain 
about  the  tax  on  the  raw  ma^al. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  believe  they 
do.  I  understand  that  the  tax  on  the  raw 
material  checks  to  some  extent  the  pro- 
fitable local  manufacture  of  news  ink. 


Mr.  DUG.\LD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [4.42]. — While  the  Minister  is  ad- 
justing— I  believe  fairly  satisfactorily— 
item  355.  he  is  still  retaining  exoeasive 
duties  on  this  item.  I  believe  that  what  the 
Minister  proposes  to  do  regarding  news 
printing  ink  will  be  suffitnent. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — If  the  newspaper 
proprietors  dK>ose,  they  can  get  a  good 
deal  of  printing  ink  under  the  next  item 
as  news  printing  ink. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— No,  be- 
cause it  must  be  news  printing  ink. 

Mr.  Fisher. — If  it  is  invoiced  for  job 
printing  it  will  be  charged  6(d.  a  lb.  What 
an  imposititfi  I 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— XKe  hon- 
orable member  for  Coolgardie  says  that 
news  printing  ink  cannot  be  distinguished 
from  other  printing  inks.  I  will  accept 
him  as  an  authority,  but  we  have  to  deal 
with  the  Tariff  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  Mahon. — The  wwd  "news"  ought 
to  come  out  of  the  next  item.  I  shall  move 
accOTdingly. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— My  ob- 
jection to  the  duty  of  6^d.  proposed  by  the 
Minister  on  this  item  is  that,  as  a  large 
proportion  of  the  inks  come  in  at  between 
6d.  and  is.  per  Vb.,  it  will  be  over  lOO  per 
cent,  on  the  6d.  inlcs,  while  it  will  be  over 
so  per  cent,  on  the  is.  inks.  Those  are 
exceedingly  high  duties. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Where  is  the  justificatioi> 
for  the  composite  duty  proposed? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— There 
should  not  be  a  composite  duty.  The 
Minister  said  himself  that  he  did  not  like 
them,  and  we  have  struck  them  out  so  far. 

Mr.  Mahon. — How  would  the  hcaiorable 
member  meet  the  difficulty  that  the  Cus- 
t(XBs  o&cet  could  not  tell  the  value  of  the 
ink,  and  could  not  check  the  inv(^ce, 
whether  it  was  a  is.  or  66.  ink? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— That  re- 
mark raises  a  difficulty  as  against  tut 
valorem  rates.  I  believe  the  Department 
can  check  the  invoices  in  this  as  well  a* 
ihev  can  in  other  cases. 

Mr.  Fisher. — They  can  do  it  as  easily 
as  in  the  case  of  the  quantity  of  wool  ir> 
certain  goods. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If  that 
difficulty  arises  with  ad  valorem  rates,  we 
are  thrown  back  on  to  fixed  rates,  but  both 
ad  valorem  and  fixed  rates  are  proposed  by 
the  Government  in  this  item.  The  Depart- 
ment have  first  of  all  to  charge  tHe  fixed 
duty,  and  then  have  to  make  its  applicatiai 
subject  to  a  value  which  they  have  to  check. 
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Then  they  have  to  submit  the  im- 
portation to  another  assessment — ad 
valorem — for  every  id.  per  lb.  up- 
wards. C(»isequently,  they  must  use  the 
ad  valorem  system.  While  I  object  to  the 
alternative  duty,  my  principal  objecticm  to 
the  item  is  the  excessive  rates  which  I  have 
pointed  out.  I  shall  support  the  amend- 
ment to  make  the  duty  4d.  per  lb.,  which 
even  then  will  mean  66§  per  cent,  on  fid. 
inks,  and  33J  per  cent,  on  is.  inks. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Would  it  not  be  better  to 
go  straight  for  ad  valorem  duties? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  think 
so,  but  we  cannot  do  so  now  after  the 
tangle  we  got  into  this  morning,  when  a 
motion  to  that  effect  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CARR  (Macquarie)  [4.49].— The 
local  ink  is,  in  most  cases,  from  my  own 
experience,  better  than  the  imported  at  the 
price.  So  far  as  higher-class  inks  are  con- 
cerned, We  can  get  the  locally-made  article 
at  a  lower  price  than  the  imported,  and  of 
*'qual  value,  while  it  has  the  distinct  ad- 
\antage  that  there  is  no  deterioration . 
There  is  no  surface  caking,  as  the  ink  is 
got  fresh  from  the  mixer.  We  are  justified, 
frcHn  every  point  of  view,  in  imposing  a  dutv 
on  imported  inks.  There  is  very  little  risk  of 
undue  advantage  being  taken  of  the  duties 
])roposed,  because  there  are  several  firms 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  ink  locally. 
I  have  it  on  the  authoritv  of  at  least  one 
manufacturer  in  Sydney,  that  he  is  well 
satisfied  with  the  present  duties,  without 
increasing  prices,  as  he  can  now  retain  his 
present  market. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [4-51].— 
Nothing  could  be  more  satisfactory  than 
the  statement  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Macquarie,  that  the  inks  made  here  are  of 
good  quality,  and  a  credit  to  Australia. 
The  point  is,  however,  that  a  composite 
duty  may  penalize  certain  inks.  ,  An 
ad  valorem  duty  would  have  been  much 
more  acceptable.  As  to  the  Customs  officers 
discovering  whether  high-qualitv  inks  are 
introduced  at  the  lower  rate,  there  will  be 
no  more  difficulty  than  there  is  in  discover- 
ing whether  cotton  goods  are  being  brought 
in  as  woollen  goods.  In  either  case,  the 
services  of  an  analyst  has  to  be  obtained. 

Mr.  Carr. — The  higher  quality  inks  are 
nearly  always  done  up  in  small  packets. 

Mr.  FISHER.— That  is  so.  I  have 
both  seen  and  purchased  them.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Coolgardie  intends  to 
move  an  amendment  to  omit  the  word 
"news,"  and  that  is  quite  proper,  because 


so  long  as  it  remains  we  can  do  nothing; 
the  inks  must  be  described  as  job  printing, 
and  so  forth,  of  certain  colours  and  quali- 
ties. In  my  opinion  a  oxnposite  duty  ii 
mischievous,  "and  always  leads  to  trouble. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [4.53].- 
I  have  listened  to  the  arguments  on  both 
sides  very  carefully,  and.  I  hope,  with  a 
fair  and  open  mind ;  and  I  have  not  heani 
the  scheme  of  duties  submitted  by  the 
Commission  successfully  challenged  up  to 
the  present,  except  in  one  detail.  This 
was  referred  to  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Coolgardie,  who  has  proposed  to  in- 
crease the  invoiced  amount  in  item  355 
from  3d.  to  6d.  That  amendment  will, 
I  think,  enlarge  the  area  of  the  arf 
valorem  rate,  and  meet  most  of  the 
difficulties  suggested.  I  should  like  to 
point  out  to  the  h(Hiorable  member  for 
Wide  Bay  that  the  fixed  duty,  or  an  ad 
valorem  duty ,  whichever  is  the  higher,  can- 
not be  described  as  a  composite  duty  io 
the  accepted  sense  of  the  word.  A  cmd- 
posite  duty  is  a  combination  of  duties— 
that  is  a  duty,  plus  a  duty— whereas  the 
duty  under  discussion  is  an  alternative 
duty,  which  is  justified  in  certain  cases. 
The  higher  fixed  duty  of  6d.  per  lb.  is  in- 
tended to  operate  on'  low-grade  inks  whidi 
it  might  be  difficult  to  analyze  and  classify, 
and  which  must  cause  the 'Customs  officeis 
difficulty  in  checking.  A  firm  generally 
includes  in  its  orders  various  grades  of  ink. 
low  grade,  medium,  and  high  grade;  and 
the  evidence  given  before  the  Commission 
shows  that  the  average  price  is  about 
2S.  6d.  per  lb.  The  fixed  dutv  of  6d.  is 
intended  to  operate  on  the  average  as  re- 
presented by  the  2s.  6d.  per  lb. ;  and  it 
is  not  fair  to  say  that  it  will  mean  100 
per  cent.  The  ad  valorem  duty  is  intended 
to  operate  when  the  inks  are  above  the 
average  I  have  just  mentioned.  The 
fixed  duty  of  6d.  per  lb.  might  be  in- 
finitesimal in  the  case  of  high-class  inks, 
worth  from  5s.  to  6s.  per  lb. 

Mr.  Archer.— Is  it  not  a  fact  that  75 
per  cent,  or  80  per  cent,  of  the  inks  used 
are  of  the  lower  value? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK— Not  in  reference 
to  the  item  in  which  the  fixed  dutv  is  im- 
posed, and  which  is  intended  to  cover  the 
superior  grades  of  ink.  The  lower  classes 
of  ink  averaging  from  3d.  to  56.  per  lb. 
are  brought  under  the  ad  valorem  rate 
in  item  355.  The  portion  of  the  report 
of   the  Commission  having   reference  to 
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evidence  of  Mr.  R.  Collie,  the  Mel- 
bourne manufacturer,  whose  proposals  were 
supported  by  a  Sydney  manufacturer. 
The  Tariff  Ccxnmissicm  ccmsidered  that  those 
proposals  embodied  a  fair  and  reasonable 
scheme,  which  distributes  over  various 
grades  of  inks  a  certain  incidence  of  taxa- 
tion according  lo  quality  and  value.  If 
we  had  a  conmion  standard  it  would  be 
complained  that  we  were  taxing  the  poor 
and  cheap  inks  as  highly  as  the  superior 
inks.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  have 
not  received  any  complaint  from  printers  in 
my  electorate  about  the  duties,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  the  great  fuss  and  noise  is  being 
made,  not  by  printers,  but  by  the  Mel- 
bourne importers. 

Mr.  Akcuer.— That  is  absolutely  incor- 
rect so  far  as  I  am  concerned. 

Question — That  after  the  figures  "  6jd.  " 
the  words  "  and  on  and  after  10th  Decem- 
ber, 1907,  per  lb.  ^General  Tariff)  4d." 
(Mr.  Archer's  amendment),  be  inserted — 
■put.     The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


26 
3J 


Majority 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Brown,  Tilley 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards.  R. 
Fisher,  A. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Glynn,  P.  McH. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 

iohnson,  W.  E. 
:cox.  w. 


ArES. 


Livingston,  J. 
McWilliams.  W.  1. 

P*ge.  J- 

Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

Tellers: 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Liddell,  F. 


Noes. 


Batchelor.  E.  L. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Cans,  J.  H. 
Chanter,  J.  M-. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  K. 
Harper,  R. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Uahon.  H. 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 


Mathews,  I. 
Mauger,  St. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Wntkins.  D. 
Watson,  T.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wise.  G.  H. 
\v  vnne,  A. 

T  tilers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Thomson,  John 


Hughes,  W.  M. 

Thomas,  J. 
Smith,  Biuce 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Atkinson,  L. 


Paibs. 

Bamford,  F.  W. 
Coon,  J. 
Sampson,  S. 
Hall,  p.  R. 
Fairbairn,  G. 
O'Malley,  King 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Amendment    (by    Mr.    Storser)  pro- 
posed— 

That  after  the  figures  "  6jd."  the  words  "  and 
on  and  aftei  itth  December,  1907,  per  lb. 
(General  Tariff),  s<l.,"  be  inserted. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.4]. — I  hope  the  honorable  member 
will  not  press  the  amendment.      When  I , 
said  that  I  would  agree  to  a  duty  of  ^d. 
there  was  no  idea  of  making  the  invoice 
price  6d.  in  the  next  item,     I  should  like 
the  duty  to  remain  as  it  is  in  order  to  pre- 
serve the  symmetry  of  the  Tariff.     I  have 
agreed  to  everything  that  those  who  under- 
stand the  business  think  is  necessary,  and 
the  arrangement  seems  to  be  aoceptaUe  to 
the  Committee. 
Question  put.    The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes     ...         ...         ...  26 

Noes     ..•         ".         •••  %o 


Majority 

Archer,  E.  W. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Brown,  Tilley 
Edwards,  R. 
Fisher,  A. 
Korrest,  Sir  John 
Foxton,  Colon*-! 
Fraier,  C.  E, 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Knox,  W. 

Bamford,  F.  W. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Harper,  R. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Irvine,  Hans 
T.vne,  Sir  William 
Mabon,  H. 


AVES. 

Livingston,  J. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
r«ge,  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

T filers: 
Liddell,  F. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 

NOKS. 

Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 
Mauger,  b. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkios,  D. 
Watson,  T.  C. 
Webster  AV. 
Wise,  G.  H. 
Wynne.  A. 


Cook 


Tellers: 
Hume 
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Paus. 


Hughes,  W.  M. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Thomas,  J. 


Groom,  L,  E. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
OMallev,  King 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Irvine,  \V.  H. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Thomson,  JoIm 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  illative. 

.Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Wilson)  put — 

That  after  figure  "  6d.,"  the  words  '*and  on 
anil  after  nth  December,  1907,  per  lb.  (United 

Kingdom),  4d.,"  be  inserted. 


The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes 


Noes 


27 
31 


Majority 


Archer,  E.  W. 

Atkinson,  L. 
Urown,  Thomas 
Brown,  TiUey 
Cook,  Joseph 

Kdwards,  K. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
I'ox^oa,  Colonel 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 

Glvnn,  P.  McM. 

Hedges,  W.  N. 

Irvine,  Hans 
Johnson,  W.  E. 


llaichelor,  Iv.-  L. 
<",ur,  E.  S. 

Cans,  J.  H. 
<  tianter.  J.  M. 
t  hapman.  Austin 
<'rowch,  K.  A. 

Denkin,  A. 

living,  T,  T. 

l''i>hcr.  A, 

Foster,  F.  J. 

Harper,  R. 

Hutchison,  J. 

Knox,  W. 

I.vne,  Sir  William 

Mahon.  H. 
^(aloney,  \V.  R.  N. 


'Jlmmas,  ]. 
Vowler.  J.  M. 
Keid,  G.  H. 
Uughea,  \V.  M. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 


Ayes. 


Liddell,  F. 
Liringston,  J. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Tliomson,  Dugnid 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Wviine,  A. 

Tellers: 
Kowden,  aE.  K. 
Page,  J. 


NOKS. 


Matthews,  J. 
Mauger,  b. 
MLDougali,  J.  K. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Silmon,  C.  C. 
Spenre,  W.  O, 
Storrer,  D. 
Tliomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Wel.sier.  W. 

G.  H. 
Te/len  ■ 
Biimford,  F.  W. 
Couk,  Hume 


Pairs. 


Coon,  J. 
F.iirbairn,  G. 
H.ill,  D.  R. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
O'Malley,  King 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amradmoit  negatived. 
Item  agreed  ta 

Item  355.  News  Printing  Ink,  invoiced  at 
under  3d.  per  lb.,  and  in  packages  of  not  Icn 
than  I  cwt.,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  30  per 
cent.;  (United  Kingdom],  35  per  cent. 

Mr.  MAHON 

move — 


(Coolgardie)   [5. 19].— I 


That  the  word  "  News"  be  left  out. 

I  think  that  my  proposal  will  meet  the 
views  of  a  number  of  honorable  memben 
oppodte,  who  have  objected  to  the  high 
rate  of  duty  that  certain  printing  inks  v^l 
have  to  pay  under  item  354. 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Mahon)  proposed— 

That  the  words  "under  3d."  be  left  out,  with 
a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  tbeieof  the  wordi  "61L 
and  under." 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [5.20].— 
The  vote  which  has  just  been  taken  means 
that  a  printing  ink  invoiced  at  Sd.  per  lb. 
will  be  required  to  pay  a  duty  of  6d.  per 
lb.  Similarly,  an  ink  which  is  invtMced 
at  IS.  per  llx  will  be  subjected  to  an  im- 
post of  6d.  per  lb.  That  means  that  there 
will  be  a  duty  of  50  per  cent,  on  the  ink. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  hcxKvable 
member  cannot  debate  that  item,  as  it  has 

been  passed. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  am  only  making  a 
comparison  between  the  two  items.  I  think 
that  instead  of  using  the  expression  ''in- 
voiced at  6d.  and  under  per  lb.,"  as  de- 
sired by  the  honorable  meicnber  for  Cool- 
gardie, it-  would  be  better  to  use  the  ex- 
pression "  invoiced  at  is.  and  under  per 
lb.,"  and  the  article  would  then  comt  w 
at  30  and  25  per  cent.,  according  to  the 
country  of  origin.    I  move — 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  leaving  , 
out  the  figure  "  6d.,"  with  a  view  to  insert  in 
lieu  thereof  the  figure  "is." 

Question— That  the  figure  "6d."  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  pro- 
posed amendment  (Mr.  Wilson's  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Mahon's  amendment) — ^put. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


Majority 
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Bamford,  F.  W. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Can,  E.  S. 
Catti,  J,  H. 
CUntei,  ].  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 

COOQ,  J. 

Clouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Hcdyes,  W.  N. 
Knox,  W. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Mahon,  H. 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mauger,  5. 


Archer,  E.  W, 
Atkinson,  L. 
Bowdeo,  E.  K. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Brown,  Tilley 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  K. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Glyna,  P.  McM. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Johnson,  W.  E. 


Fairbaim,  G. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Han,  D.  R. 
Harper,  R. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Mathews,  J. 


Avis. 

UcDougall,  J.  K. 
O'Malley,  King 

Page.  J-  ^ 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 
W\nne,  A. 

'  Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Hutchison,  J. 

Noes. 

1  LiddcU,  F. 
Livingston,  J. 
Poyntoo,  A. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

Tellers. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Sinclair,  H. 


Pairb. 


Fowler,  J.  M. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Smith,  Bruce. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Amendment  of  the  amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [S-sp]-— 
There  seems  to  have  been  a  mysterious  mis- 
understanding when  the  last  division  was^ 
taken.   Many  hoiorable  members  were  noH 
aware  of  what  the  actual  question  Vas,  or 
what  the  effect  of  their  vote  wouli^'be.  The 
honorable  member  for  CoolgarcJ^e  wants  to 
bring  all  printing  ink  invoice^  at  6d.  and 
under  per  lb.  under  an  ad  v^orem  duty  of 
30  or  25  per  cent,  according  to  the  coun- 
try of  origin,  so  that  .''all   European  or 
American  inks  invoice(J  at  6|d.   per  lb. 
would  have  to  pay  a  dmty  equaJ  to  100  per 
cent  ( 
Sir  William  LYjqg. — No. 
Mr.  WILSON.—dThe  Treasurer  cannot 
get  away  frcm  that/  fact.  If  ink  is  inw»ced 
at  6Jd.  per  lb.  in  /Europe  or  America,  antl 
the  dutv  is  fixed/  at  6|d.  per  lb.  in  ibe 
general  Tariff,  it/  will  be  taxed  at  the  rate 
of  100  per  cent. 

Sir  William  1)^yne. — That  is  when  it  « 
invoiced  at  overjed.  per  lb. 


Mr.  WILSON.— Does  the  honor.ible 
gentleman  admit  that  the  duty  will  be  -iqual 
to  100  per  cent.  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne.— I  do  not  say  that 
it  is  100  per  cent. ;  but  the  ink  would 
have  to  pav  the  fixed  duty. 

Mr.  WILSON.— If  the  ink  is  invoiced 
at  djd.  per  lb.,  and  the  duty  is  6jd.  per 
lb.,  what  is  the  rate  per  cent.  ?  Honorable 
members  who  voted  on  the  other  side  in  the 
recent  division  voted  for  a  duty  of  100  per 
cent.  For  instance,  the  honorable  member 
few  Swan,  who  is  supposed  to  be  in  favour 
of  moderate  duties,  the  bonarable  member 
for  Echuca,  the  honorable  member  for 
Balaclava,  the  honorable  member  for 
Kooyong,  and  the  b<Kiorable  member  for 
Fremantle,  voted  for  a  duty  of  100  per 
cent,  on  this  article. 

Sir    John    Forrest. — ^The  honorable 
member  should  not  .ibuse  his  friends. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  want  to  show  the  hon- 
orable member  what  he  has  been  doing. 

Mr.  Hedges.— What  is  the  question  be- 
fore the  Chair,  sir  ? 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN  {Mr. 
Batchelor). — ^Tbe  honorable  member  is 
not  in  order  in  discussing  at  length  the  votes 
of  honorable  members  in  the  recent  division. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  want  those  honorable 
members  to  realize  that  they  have  done  a 
verv  serious  thing. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN.— 
That  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  proposal 
now  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  intend  to  move  that 
the  amdR^jnent'of  the  Jionorable  member 
for  Coolgardie  be  amended  by  substituting 
the  figure  "  9  "  for  the  figure  "  6." 

Mr.  Wise. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
Has  not  the  Committee  decided  that  the 
rate  6d.  per  lb.  shall  stand? 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN.— It 
is  not  competent  for  the  hcwiorable  member 
for  Corangamite  to  move  that  the  invoiced 
rate  be  9d.,  as  the  Committee  has  decided 
that  6d.  shall  stand  part  of  the  item. 

Mr.  WILSON.- My  belief  was  that  it 
was  competent  in  Committee  for  an  honor- 
able member  to  move  a  higher  figure  than 
that  decided  upon.  With  all  respect  to 
you,  sir,  I  should  like  to  know  whether 
there  is  no  way  of  moving  to  that  effect? 

The   TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN.— 
The  honorable  member  has  no  opportunity 
of  proposing  the  omission  of  a  figure  which 
the  Committee  has  determined  shall  stand. 
Mr.   WILSON.— T)g^~vOUlftT  Jionorable 
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invoice  rate  in  a  very  awkward  position. 
The  matter  is  one  of  oonsider^le  im- 
portance. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN.— I 
cannot  allow  any  discussim  on  the  poaat. 

Mr.  WILSON.— If  the  decision  of  the 
Committee  is  irrevocable  I  suppose  I  can 
do  nothing,  but  I  had  a  great  desire  to 
increase  the  invoice  rate  under  this  item 
and  so  reduce  the  duty,  which  will  be  a 
very  heavy  impost  on  those  who  are  using 
printing  inks  in  the  country  districts. 

Mr.  WYNNE  (Balaclava)  [5.37].— The 
honorable  member  for  C(»:angamite  has  re- 
ferred to  a  certain  vote  given  by  me.  Wtut 
I  voted  ioT  was  to  assist  newspaper  pro- 
prietors in  the  country  districts.  I  was 
advised  that  if  we  made  the  itivmce  stan- 
dard 3d.  per  lb.,  as  the  printers  of  small 
papers  in  the  country  do  not  import  in 
bulk,  they  would  have  to  pay  a  higher  rate 
of  duty.  1  understand  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  for  Cool- 
gardie  raising  the  exempticm  from  3d.  to 
6d.  allows  printers  of  country  newspapers 
to  get  their  material  in  at  the  same  rate  of 
duty  as  is  paid  by  the  proprietors  of  the 
large  newspapers  in  the  rag  centres.  That 
is  what  I  voted  for.  I  did  not  vote  for 
anything  like  100  per  cent,  but  to  redu« 
charges  in  favour  of  those  who  are  not  able 
lo  carrv  on  their  business  on  the  large  scale 
on  which  businesses  are  conducted  by  per- 
sons in  the  populous  centres. 

Amendment  agreed  to;  words  "  6d. 
and  under"  inserte<l. 

Amendment..<b5Littr^i6i9i^r:^d  to— 

That  the  words  "  and  in  package*  of  not  It'" 
than  I  cwt."  be  left  out.  *  " 

Ittsn,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  356  (Writing  ink  and  ink  powders) 
and  Hem  357  (Ceramic  transfers  for  pot- 
terv)  agreed  to. 

Item  358.  Kindergarten  maleriaU  prescribed 
by  departmental  by-laws,  ad  val.  ^(General 
Tariff),  5  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  free 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [5.4o].-I  un- 
derstand that  a  considerable  quantity  of 
these  kmdergarten  materials  are  not  im- 
ported from  the  United  Kingdom,  but  from 
foreign  countries.  They  are  used  prin- 
cipally in  schools,  and  the  duty  of  <  oer 
cent,  would  have  the  effect  of  increasing 
their  cost.     I  therefore  move— 

That  after  the  words  *'  c  per  cent  "  Iho 
(General  Tariff),  free."  be  inserted. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume^Trea- 
surer)  r5.4x]._I  find  that  a  large  propor- 
'>f  these  goods  come  from  Germany. 


Mr.  WiLKS. — Germany  is  the  home  <rf 
the  kindergarten  system. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  item  is  not 
an  impOTtant  one,  and  I  do  not  intend  ta 
detain  the  Committee  about  it.  I  will 
ccmsent  to  the  amendment. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  359  (Paper  patterns)  agreed  ta 

Item  340.  P«ns,  n.e.i.,  without  holders  or  not 
including  holders,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  5  per 
cent. ;  (United  KingdtHu),  free. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  move- 
That  the  following  new  paragraph  be  inserted  : — 
"  360B.  Inkstands,  fountain  pens,  pencils  n.e.i., 
and  rulers,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  30  per  cent.; 
(United  Kingdom),  35  oer  cent. ;  and  on  and 
after  nth  December,  1407,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff),  5  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  free." 

When  we  were  dealing  with  Item  353A,  I 
agreed  to  take  out  several  articles  which 
under  that  item  would  have  been  dutiable 
at  30  per  cent,  and  25  per  cent,  and  pro- 
mised to  put  them  in  a  separate  item  duti- 
able at  5  psr  cent,  imder  the  General 
Tariff,  and  free  as  regards  the  United 
Kingd(xn.  I  am  now  carrying  out  that 
promise. 

Proposed  new  paragraph  agreed  to 
Amendment    (by  Sir  Williau  Lyne) 

agreed  to— 

That  the  following  new  paragraph  be  inserted  : — 
"  36or.  Academy  Boards,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff),  30  per  cent. ;  (Uaited  Kingdom),  35  per 
cent.;  and  on  and  after  ttth  December,  1007. 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff)*  5  ptt  cent.;  (United 
Kingdom),  free." 

Item  361.  Maps,  except  those  of  Australia  or 
any  part  thereof;  and  CharU  n.e.i.,  ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  5  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom), 

"tcre. 

PAGE  (Maranoa)  [5.46].— Why  is 
.  ''^sed  to  except  maps  of  Australia 
xt  propose (  thereof?  It  appears  to  me  to 
or  any  part^.^Har  thing  that  it  should  be 
;  _  the  maps  of  every  other 
proposed  to  alSfc  world  to  come  into  Aus- 
countrv  m  theV.  printed  in  the  United 
tralia  free  whenN make  an  excepHon  of 
Kmgdom,  whilst  *■  in  which  we  live,  and 
maps  of  the  countriS^pioud. 
of  which  we  are  allT,s  of  Australia  can 

Mr.  Salmon. — Maj 
be  printed  here.  y.They  are  being 
Sir  William  Lyne.-*  consider  that  we 
prmted  here;  and  we\  tralia  truer  and 
can  print  maps  of  Au^  ,ed  elsewhere, 
better  than  they  are  print  ms  to  be  a  good 
Mr.  PAGE— That  seeV  -  i 

reaSCHl.  Digitized  bilV^OOQlC 

Item  agreed  to.  1 
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Item  362  (Globes  geographical,  &&) 
agreed  to. 

Item  363.  Parchment,  cut  and  uncut,  ad  val. 
(General  Tariff],  5  per  cent.;  (United  Kingdom), 
free. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  (Moreton)  [5.48].— 
What  is  the  difference  between  the  parch- 
ment dealt  with  in  this  item  and  vegetable 
parchment  which  we  dealt  with  last  night 
under  item  352  ? 

Mr.  Salmon. — This  parchment  is  made 
frc»n  skins,  and  is  used  for  legal  docu- 
ments. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR.— I  do  not  object  to 
the  item. 

Item  agreed  to. 

Item  364.  Pliolographs  sent  by  friends  and 
not   for  llic  purpose  of  sale,  free. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5-49]. — 1  ask  the  Cranmittee  to 
negative  this  item. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Majanoa)  [5.50].— When 
the  Treasurer  proposes  to  leave  out  an 
item  I  begin  to  be  suspicious.  Why  is  he 
pn^x>5ing  to  take  this  course?  Surely  the 
Committee  will  not  consent  to  it  without  an 
explanation. 

Mr.  Johnson. — And  the  Government 
whip  told  us  that  these  things  would  be 
free. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  PAGE.— I  do  not  think  that  this  is 
a  reasonable  proposition,  and  I  hope  that 
the  Committee  will  refuse  to  negative  the 
item. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [S-SS]— I  am 
glad  that  the  honorable  member  for  Mar- 

anoa  has  unearthed  this  scheme  on  the  part 
of  the  Treasurer.  When  I  inquired  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  the  Treasurer's  pro- 
posal, the  honorable  member  for  Bourke 
told  me  that  it  was  intended  to  include 
this  item  in  another  one  and  still  make  it 
free. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — ^And  I  stand  by  that 
statement 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— If  that  be  so,  why 
negative  this  item  under  which  photographs 
not  for  sale  will  be  free.  The  Treasurer, 
when  I  referred  to  the  statement  made  by 
the  Government  whip,  disclaimed  any  re- 
sponsibility for  it.  This  looks  very  like  an 
attempt  by  a  circuitous  method  to  render 
certain  photographs  liable  to  a  heavy  im- 
post. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.56]. — This  is  a  dreadful  proposal 
to  make  I  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  intend 
to  include  these  photographs  in  item  407, 


and  when  we  reach  that  item  I  shall  pro- 
pose to  strike  out  the  words  "  n.e.i."  ap- 
pearing after  the  word  "  frfiotographs " 
and  to  substitute  the  words  ' '  on  Aus- 
tralian subjects."  I  shall  also  pro- 
pose to  strike  out  the  words  "post- 
cards (sensitized,  with  or  without  letter- 
press)." The  effect  of  those  amendments 
will  be  to  make  free  all  photographs  and 
post-cards  that  do  not  deal  with  Australian 
subjects.  Our  desire  is  to  protect  the  local 
photographers — to  cause  photographic  work 
relating  to  Australia  to  be  carried  out  here. 

Mr.  Page. — I  do  not  mind  that. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  a  friend  in 
the  Old  Country  sends  a  photograph  of  him- 
self to  the  h(xiorable  member  it  will  ctxae  in 
free. 

Mr.  Page. — But  I  think  that  the  item  as 
it  stands  is  satisfactory. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— No;  the  re-ar- 
rangement is  necessary,  and  I  hope  that  the 
honorable  member  will  not  object  to  it. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [5.59]— I  hope 
that  the  Treasurer's  proposal  will  not  be 
agreed  to.  The  reason  given  fc»  the  pro- 
posed alteration  seems  an  absurd  chk.  Does 
thf  Minister  suggest  that  his  dear  old  friend 
Lord  Tweedmouth,  desiring  to  send  him  a 
fAotograjA,  would  come  to  Australia  to 
have  it  taken  in  order  to  encourage  an  Aus- 
tralian industry?  The  wording  of  this 
item  is  very  dangerous ;  manv  a  man  has 
got  into  trouble  through  having  a  photo- 
granh  "  sent  by  a  friend." 

Mr.  Page. — On  the  understanding  that 
these  photographs  will  be  free  under  an- 
other item  I  shall  not  press  for  a  division. 

Item  negatived. 

Item  365.  School  and  Drawing  Slates;  Slate 
Pencils;  and  School  Coloun  in  boxes,  ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  5  per  c«>t. ;  (United  King- 
dom), free. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.0]. — I  move — 

That  the  words  "and  school  colours  in  boxes" 
be  left  out. 

Th^  school  colours  are  free  tmder  item 
329- 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  366.  Stay  Paper  and  Stay  Cloth, 
gummed  on  one  aide,  in  rolls  cut  to  a  width  of 
not  more  than  one  inch,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff), 
3)  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom],  25  per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.1]. — I  move — 

That  the  words  "one  inch"  be  left  out,  with 

rnch«"***  'ftiJflJ^dWBtNsgte*'' 
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L  also  propose  to  move  that  the  duties  be 
reduced  to  25  per  cent,  and  20  per  cent. 
Stay  paper  and  stay  cloth  are  cut  in  Aus- 
tralia. It  has  been  ascertained,  however, 
that  in  order  to  defeat  the  object  of  this 
duty — the  encouragement  of  the  local  in- 
dustr>- — stay  paper  cut  just  a  shade  over 
an  inch  in  width  is  being  imputed,  and 
escapes  the  duty.  To  meet  that  attempt  to 
evade  the  duty  we  propose  to  make  duti- 
able all  stav  paper  up  to  2  inches  in  width. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN  (Indi)  [6.3].— 
In  this  case  we  have  an  enormous  jump. 
Under  the  old  Tariff  the  item  was  free,  and 
the  protecticmist  section  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission also  recommoided  that  it  should  be 
free. 

Mr.  Salmon. — What  was  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  free-trade  secticm  of  the 
Tariff  Commission? 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN.— We  have  been 
told  over  and  o^'Cr  again  that  no  reliance 
can  be  placed  in  the  ctmiparative  tables 
placed  before  us  so  far  as  the  statements 
regarding  the  recommendation  of  the  free- 
trade  section  of  the  Cwnmission  are  con- 
cerned. I  do  not  know  why  misleading  in- 
formation should  be  supplied,  but  I  am  not 
prepared  to  have  too  much  faith  in  the 
honesty  of  some  honorable  members  who 
are  whirling  this  Tariff  through  the  House. 
We  should  have  some  explanation  of  the 
Minister's  action  in  proposing^  a  duty  of 
30  per  cent.,  when  this  material  was  free 
under  the  old  Tariff,  and  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Tariff  Commissicm  was  that  it 
should  remain  free. 

Mr,  J.  H.  CATTS  (Cook)  [6.6].— I  wish 
to  move  to  make  the  item  free.  I  have 
samples  of  the  article  here,  which  I  ask 
the  Minister  to  look  at.  It  is  used  for 
binding  in  the  making  of  paper  braces,  and 
is  not  made  in  Australia. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — My  expert  advisers 
inform  me  that  it  is  made  in  both  Mel- 
bourne and  Sydney, 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— It  is  made  chiefly 
by  the  Stein  Machine  Company ;  those  who 
make  the  machines  manufacture  the  paper 
and  cloth  as  well,  which,  I  am  told  by 
persons  in  the  trade,  are  not  made  in 
Australia.  The  samples  which  I  produce 
are  from  Mr.  Firth's  card-board  factory 
in  Sydney,  and  were  imported.  The  Min- 
ister proposes  to  put  a  duly  only  on  stay 
doth  cut  to  a  width  of  not  more  than  2 
inches,  which  I  taUe  it  would  allow  it  to 
bt;  imported  in  bulk  free. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.9]. — It  is  proposed  to  make  stay 
cloth  of  not  more  than  2  inches  in  width 
dutiable  because  hitherto  an  attempt  has 
been  made  to  evade  the  duty  by  making  it 
a  little  over  an  inch  in  width.  However, 
as  the  item  is  not  an  important  one,  and  I 
do  not  wish  to  waste  time  in  connexion 
with  its  discussion,  I  shall  be  willing  to 
agree  to  a  duty  of  5  per  cent,  in  ^  gene- 
ral Tariff,  making  the  article  free  if  im- 
pended fnxn  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts-- It  should  be  free 
wherever  it  may  come  frtxn. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— All  these  items 
are  in  the  same  category,  and  therefore  I 
think  that  we  should  impose  a  duty  of  5 
per  cent,  in  the  general  Tariff  and  make  the 
importations  from  the  United  Kingdnn 
free. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Amendment  (by  Mr.  J.  H.  Catts)  pro- 
posed— 

That  after  the  words  "30  per  cent.,"  the 
words  "and  00  and  after  nth  December,  1907, 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff)^  5  per  cenfc,"  be  in- 
serted ;  and  after  the  wordi  '*  25  per  ceoL,"  the 
words  "and  on  and  after  nth  December,  1907 
(United  Kingdom),  free,"  be  added. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [6.13].— As  this 
article  is  imported  wholly  from  America, 
the  preference  to  Great  Britain  amounts  to 
nothing.  It  is  cut  for  an  American  ma- 
chine which  is  used  here  tmder  a  royalty, 
those  who  use  it  contracting  themselves  to 
buy  their  material  from  the  makers  of  the 
machine.     I  therefore  move — 

That  the  ameaJment  be  amended  by  lea%'ing 
out  (he  words  "ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  5  per 
cent.,"  with  a  view  to  insert  in  Heu  thereof  the 
word  "free." 

Amendment  of  the  amendment  negati^'ed. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Item,  as  am^ded,  agreed  to. 

Item  367.  Licht-pausrohpapier,  ad  val. 
(Oeneral  Tariff],  5  per  centj  (United  King- 
dom), free. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  (Cook)  [6.15].— I 
move — 

That  the  words  "and  leatherette"  be  inserted 
after  the  word  "  licht>paiuiohpapier." 

Mr,  Hutchison. — What  is  leatherette? 
Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— A  kind  of  paper 

used  in  bookbinding. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [6.15].— The 
Treasurer  should  tell  us  what  licht- 
pausrohpapier  is. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  is  a  photo- 
graphic material. 

Mr.  PAGE. — Surely  it  psai±e.fnAdE  in 
Australia,     Will  >i^»'UM>W^^Kiber 
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^oi  Batman  say  that  it  cannot,  and  that 
he  is  not  able  to  produce  a  sample  fnxn 
one  of  his  pockets?  If  Victorians  ate 
ready  to  admit  this  article  free,  it  certainly 
'Cannot  be  nude  here. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [6.r7].— Licbt- 
pausrohpapier  is  prftcticatly  the  same  thing 
as  surface-coated  paper;  but  it  is  a  blue 
paper,  used  by  architects  for  tracings  and 
plans. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [6.18].— It  seems 
to  me  that  leatherette  is  an  imitation 
ieather  which  it  may  be  dangerous  to  ad- 
jnit,  because  it'  may  be  used  for  boots. 
We  have  already  been  shown  boots  made 
Tirtually  of  paper. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  infwmed  that 
it  is  used  mainly  for  bookbinding. 
Mr.  Harper. — Yes. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Then  the  Minister 
must  take  the  lespcmsibility. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [6.19].— It 
seems  to  me  that  prc^ably  leatherette  was 
used  in  the  boots  shown  by  the  htxioraUe 
member  for  Batman  the  other  ntght  It 
seems  the  sort  of  material  that  could  be 
used  to  imitate  leather,  or  alligator  skin, 
in  which  case  the  honorable  member  for 
Lang  should  know  something  about  it 
As,  according  to  the  Treasurer,  the  effect 
of  admitting  an  article  free  is  to  make  it 
expensive,  I  shall  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [6.20].— As  the 
hcHxirable  member  for  Batman  will  not,  on 
this  occasion,  defend  the  Victorian  manu- 
facturers of  boots,  I  must  do  ao.  I  can 
assure  the  honorable  member  for  Hunter 
that  boots  made  in  Victcn^ia  are  not  made  of 
leath««tte,  but  of  leather. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Itrro  368-  Books  n.e.i.,  Prospectuses  and 
Catalogues  (other  than  trade)  n.e.i.,  free. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluah  Lyne) 
proposed— 

That  after  the  letters  "n.e.i.,"  line  2,  the 
word*  "  and  all  printed  matter  n.e.i."  be  in- 
serted. 

Mr.  WYNNE  (Balaclava)  [6.22].— It 
has  been  suggested  to  me  that  in  this  item 
we  should  include  newspaper  supplements 
not  type  set.  I  am  advised  that  that  would 
not  affect  any  printing  industry  in  the  Com- 
monwealth. Honorable  members  are  aware 
that  the  Christmas  issues  of  many  ot  the 
newspapers  contain  supplem^ts  to  whidi 
a  lithographed  picture  is  attached.   I  think 


such  pictures  should  be  admitted  free,  and 
I,  therefore,  move — 

That  (he  amendment  be.  amended  by  inserting 
after  the  letters  "n.e.i."  the  words  "including 
newspaper  supplements  not  type  set." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.23]* — I  cannot  accept  tint  amend- 
ment. It  would  benefit  ool^  a  few  wealthy 
newspaper  pn^rietors,  whilst  it  is  well 
known  that  th^  supplemrati  can  be  pro- 
duced here. 

Mr.  Wynne. — I  am  told  they  cannot. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [6.24].— 
Coloured  supplements,  the  work  of  Aus- 
tralian artists,  litht^raphed  and  printed  by 
the  three-colour  process,  are  produced  in 
Australia,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  their 
production  should  not  be  protected. 

Mr.  McWzLUAHS. — Do  we  produce 
coloured  supplemwts  without  some  letter- 
press on  tb&ca  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  lettering  can  be 
done  either  before  or  after  they  are  im- 
ported. Usually  the  only  letterpress  on  " 
the  supplements  are  the  words  at  the  head 
of  the  sheet,  ' '  Supplement  to ' '  such  and 
sudi  a  journal,  with  the  title  of  the  picture 
underneath.  Some  very  tine  supplements 
are  being  produced  in  Australia  to-day ; 
and  I  do  not  see  why  we  should  not  en- 
courage the  artistic  sense  in  the  commu- 
nity. The  Town  and  Country  Journal 
and  the  Sydney  Mail,  for  instance,  usually 
issue.a  coloured  Oiristmas  supplement,  and 
these  are  produced  in  Australia.  If  we 
decided  that  such  coloured  supplements 
should  be  admitted  free,  an  inducement 
would  be  given  to  people  to  look  outside 
the  Commonwealth  for  them. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [6.26]. 
— I  object  to  the  proposed  amendment. 
Splendid  pictures  are  taken  at  Mildura, 
and  are  then  sent  to  Germany  to  be  printed 
as  post  cards,  and  really  what  the  honor- 
able member  for  Balaclava  desires  is  that 
we  should  have  all  our  coloured  supple- 
ments made  in  Germany. 

Mr.  Wynne. — I  do  not  desire  that. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— That  will  be  the 
effect  of  the  amendment,  because  these  sup- 
plements can  be  produced  more  cheaply  in 
Germany  than  anywhere  else.  If  it  is  the 
object  of  the  honorable  member  to  en- 
courage German  as  against  British  and  Aus- 
tralian  artists,  I  am  not  with  him. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  16-271  — 
I  suggest  to  the  honorable  member  for  Bala- 
clava that  these  coloured  supplements  can 
be  m«e  appropriately  l^^der  item 
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Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — ^That  is  where  I  in- 
tend to  deal  with  them. 

Mr.  Wynne. — If  the  Committee  is  against 
my  amendment  it  does  not  matter  whether 
I  move  it  upon  this  item  or  upon  another. 

Amendment  of  the  amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Division  XIV. — Vehicles. 

Item  369.  Bicycles,  Tricycles,  and  Similar 
Vcliicleii,  n.e.i.,  and  Frames  thereof,  whether 
partly  or  wholly  finished,  each  or  ad  val., 
whichever  rate  returns  the  higher  duty  (General 
Tariff),  5s.  or  30  oer  cent. ;  (United  King- 
liom),  £^  or  25  per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.28]. — Before  we  adjourn  for  din- 
ner I  wish  to  inform  h(»K>rable  members 
that  I  ccxisidn  the  specific  duties  proposed 
in  connexion  with  this  item  are  very  high, 
and  I  propose  to  strike  them  out.  I  intend 
to  move  that  the  duty  shall  be  30  per  txnt. 
in  the  general  Tariff  and  25  per  cent,  aa 
imports  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Sitting  suspended  from  6.2p  to  7.45  p.m. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dailey)  [7.45]-— This  is 
(xie  of  a  group  of  items  upon  which  the 
composite  method  of  fixed  and  ad  valorem 

rates  is  proposed  by  the  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.— The  Treasurer  has 
just  announced  that  he  will  strike  out  the 
fixed  duty. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  hope  he  will  do  the 
same  with  all  the  other  items  in  the  group. 
If  he  does,  it  will  facilitate  business, 
shorten  debate,  and  enable  him  to  land  in 
port  all  right  to-mcviow.  If  he  does  not, 
I  am  afraid  that  the  items  will  provoke  a 
long  discussion.  I  do  not  feel  inclined  to 
debate  this  item  on  the  questicHi  of  the  ad 
valorem  rate,  but  I  wish  to  express  the  hope 
that  throughout  the  rest  of  the  Tariff, 
in  all  instances  where  the  alternative 
method  has  been  adopted,  the  Treasurer 
will  drop  the  fixed  and  adhere  to  the  ad 
valorem  rate. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  must  not  expect  that. 

Mr.  COON  (Batman)  [7.47]-— I  hope 
the  Treasurer  will  not  allow  the  fixed  duty 
to  be  struck  out.  The  ad  valorem  rate 
proposed  will  have  no  effect  at  all.  Bicycles 
are  being  dumped  here  at  jQ5  apiece.  The 
Tariff  Commission  went  into  the  question, 
and  their  work  should  be  recognised  in  con- 
nexion with  this  all-important  industry.  In 
Victoria  alone  there  are  over  i  ,000  men  en- 
gaged in  the  bicycle  trade.  Why  should 
we  allow  the  fcneigner  to  dump  his  bicycles 


here  as  he  has  been  doing?  In  1905 
bicycles  to  the  value  of  ^26^,626  were  im- 
ported. If  the  fixed  duty  is  taken  off,  the 
cheap  bicycles  now  in  bond  will  be  on  the 
market  to-morrow  (x  the  next  day.  Why 
should  this  protectionist  House  allow  goods 
that  in  other  countries  are  charged  40  and 
50  per  cent,  to  come  in  hexe  at  a  duty  of 
35  per  cent.  ?  No  reason  has  been  given 
for  removing  the  fixed  duty.  There  is 
every  reastm  why  it  should  be  retained.  It 
was  recommendetl  by  the  protectionist  sec- 
tion of  the  Tariff  Commission,  which  in- 
cluded the  honorable  member  for  Bendigo, 
Senator  McGregor,  and  ex-Senator  Higps. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — They  recommended 
25  per  cent,  as  well. 

Mr.  COON. — And  they  also  recom- 
mended a  fixed  duty  of  j£$, 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Why  such  an 
enormous  taxation  on  the  cheaper  bicycles? 

Mr.  COON. — It  is  not  an  enormous  tax- 
ation. The  cheaper  bicycles  should  be 
kept  out,  as  they  are  dangerous  to  ride. 
Why  should  we  allow  our  markets  to  be 
flooded  with  cheap  bicycles  that  people  in 
other  countries  will  not  use?  The  local 
bicycle  industry  ought  to  be  encouraged. 

Mr.  WiLKs. — Do  they  pay  big  wages  in 
the  industry? 

Mr.  COON.— Yes.  There  are  a  num- 
ber of  small  men  making  bicycles  all  over 
Australia.  Thev  should  receive  some  con- 
sideration. A  duty  of  25  per  cent,  on  a 
jQs  bicycle  will  be  only  about  25s.  That 
will  not  prevent  that  class  of  machine  being 
dumped  here.  This  is  another  case  where 
a  protective  Tariff  has  been  the  means  of 
reducing  the  price  of  an  article.  Previous 
to  bicycles  being  made  here,  the  cost  of  a 
machine  was  as  high  as  from  -^25  to  /'30. 
The  price  has  been  considerably  reduced* 
and  now  a  proposition  is  put  forward  which 
will  practically  mean  wiping  out  the  in- 
dustry. The  men  who  are  making  bic)cles 
here  have  been  given  to  tmderstand  that 
they  will  get  some  protectiwi. 

Mr.  Storrer. — The  prfce  was  reduced 
without  the  j£$  dutv. 

Mr.  COON. — It  was,  but  since  the  im- 
position of  that  dutv  the  industry  has  pro- 
gressed and  improved.  It  is  only  andet 
such  a  duty  that  it  can  hope  to  succeed. 
Why  should  it  not  receive  the  protection 
which  it  asks  for? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Asks  for? 

Mr.  COON. — Yes,  or  which  the  people 
ask  for.     If  the  jQ^ 
will  be  the  meariig'^''^4Khi»rfP§i^price 
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of  the  better  class  bicycle,  and  of  pre- 
venting the  foreign  tnder  from  dompiiif; 
liis  cheap  goods  into  Australia.  We  can 
make  iHCycles  here.  Hcmorable  members 
opposite,  times  out  of  number,  have  asked 
iicnr  many  men  are  employed  in  an  indus- 
try, and  whether  we  can  make  an  article 
here.  In  this  case  we  are  making  biqrcles 
here  complete,  and  equal  to  any  made  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world-  When  that  is 
so,  let  us  impose  a  duty  which  will  pre- 
vent the  foreign  bicycle  from  coming  in  at 
all. 

Mr.  Johnson. — No  part  of  the  machine, 
except  the  tyres,  is  made  here. 

Mr.  COON.— I  do  not  say  il  is  all 
made  here.  Perhaps  there  are  certain 
parts  that  are  not  nuuie  here,  but  there  is 
no  part  that  cannot  be  made  here  if  the 
opportunity  is  given.  If  we  allow  cheap 
shoddy  stuff)  that  peopFe  in  <^er  parts 
of  the  world  will  not  use,  to  be  dumped 
into  Australia,  we  will  never  make  any- 
thing. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[7.53]. — The  answer  to  the  h(XK>rabIe  mem- 
ber for  Batman,  who,  of  course,  knows  all 
about  the  •intricacies  of  bicycle  manufac- 
ture as  of  every  other  industry  by  this 
time,  as  the  CcHumittee  has  been  made 
painfully  aware  during  this  long  Tariff 
debate,  is  that  bicycles  are  not  made  beie. 
They  are  at  the  most  assembled  here.  The 
parts  are  not  made  in  Australia,  and  in 
all  probability  will  not  be  fot  many  years 
to  come,  no  matter  what  duties  are  im- 
posed upon  them.  Are  we  therefore  to 
impcwe  these  inordinate  rates  for  the  mere 
sake  of  taxing  out  bicycles,  and  making 
them  dearer  to  the  public  ?  That  is 
the  CKily  question  that  we  have  to  ask  our- 
selves. This  is  no  strangled  industry.  It 
has  never  begun  to  be  an  industry  in  Aus- 
tralia, so  far  as  the  bond  iide  zaaking  of 
bic>-cles  goes.  All  that  happens  is  that 
the  parts  are  imported  and  put  together. 
I  have  no  doubt  the  honorable  member  for 
Batman  would  call  that  a  very  elaborate 
process  of  manufacture.  If  he  relies  upon 
the  Tariff  Commission  to  buttress  up  his 
case,  he  will  find  small  comfort  there,  and 
small  encouragement  for  the  vigorous 
propaganda  which  he  seems  to  be  waging 
on  behalf  of  the  local  bicycle  makers. 
Only  two  makers  gave  evidence  before  the 
Commission.  I  should  like  to  bear  frexn 
the  Chairman  of  that  body  their  reascsi 
for  proposing  an  eatorbitant  duty  of  £$, 
with  an  alternative  of  25  per  cent  It 
seems  at»urd  on  the  faoe  of  it  that  £s 


should  be  regarded  as  the  equivalent  of 
25  per  cent,  ad  vaicrtm.  There  is  no 
relation  between  the  two.  Upon  a  highly- 
finished  machine,  £^  might  possibly  be 
equivalent  to  25  per  cent.,  but  on  the 
cheaper  bicycles  it  means  100  per  cent, 
and  over  in  many  cases. 

Mr.  Malonev.— On  one  of  the  l»cycles 
sold  in  England  for  253.,  it  would  be 
400  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  should  think 
that  a  bicycle  soM  at  35s.  would  be  a 
danger  to  life  and  limb.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  machines  are  made  very 
cheaply  in  places  where  their  manufacture 
has  been  specialized,  and  where  the  output 
and  the  market  are  very  large.  We  can 
never  hope  to  equal  the  skill  developed 
from  the  specialization  of  the  industry  in 
those  j)arts  of  the  world.  We  have  there- 
fore to  depend  upon  the  parts  which 
are  sent  out  from  the  Old  Cbuntry. 
As  all  that  is  done  liere  is  to  as- 
semble the  parts  into  the  completed  ma- 
chine, it  is  the  height  of  absurdity  even 
to  suggest  these  extraordinary  high  duties. 
The  Minister  will,  therefore,  do  well  to 
strike  out  the  fired,  and  leave  only  the  ad 
valorem,  rate.  So  far  as  I  can  ascertain 
none  of  the  witnesses  before  the  Commis- 
sion advocated  an  increase  in  the  duty  on 
bic>-cles.  One  individual  said  that  he 
would  not  object  to  an  increase  from  zo  to 
25  per  cent  on  the  finished  article. 

Sir  John  Quick.— But  he  also  wanted 
free  bicvcle  parts. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— He  wanted  the 
dutv  on  the  parts  reduced  to  10  per  cent. 

Sir  John  Quick. — We  did  not  propose, 
that. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Since  parts  ate 
not  manufactured  in  Australia,  that  strikes 
me  as  a  most  reasonable  request.  I  could 
understand  the  honorable  member  for  Ben- 
digo  recommending  a  duty  of  £^  per 
brcycle  if  the  parts  were  being  made  here, 
but  they  are  not,  and  may  not  be  made 
here  for  a  generation  to  come.  I 
do  not  know  what  the  hcMiorable 
member  could  have  been  thinking  of 
to  submit  this  recwnmendation.  I  should 
like  to  hear  him  explain  it.  I  point 
out  to  the  honorable  member  for  Batman 
that  the  process  of  putting  the  machines  to- 
gether is  neither  elaborate  nor  oostly.  1 
was  speaking  just  now  to  a  gentleman  who 
is  a  practical  medianic,  and  here  are  the 
charges  in  the  business  fcOhe  putting  to- 
gether of  these  Aig^-^^  put  tocher 
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a  complete  machine  costs  only  128.  for 
labour.  If  they  put  tt^ether  three,  the 
cost  is  brought  down  to  us,  per  machine, 
and  if  they  put  six  together  they  do  it  for 
ICS.  each.  That  is  the  whole  labour  cost 
for  assembling  the  parts  of  the  machine. 

Mr.  Tudor.— The  booorable  member  is 
quoting  the  figures  for  building  the  frame, 
and  not  for  putting  the  other  parts  into  it 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  cost  of  the 
process  of  assembling  the  parts  into  the 
ccunpleted  madune  is  12s.  per  bicycle. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— That  is  absurd. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  should  not  say  so  until  he  hears 
the  complete  statement.  There  are  addi- 
tional diarges  of  9s.  per  machine  for 
enamelling,  and  is.  per  machine  for 
nickelUng.  Th'is  we  have  a  total  of  22s. 
for  building  each  madiine. 

Mr.  TuDOi. — But  the  wheels  have  yet 
to  be  takm  into  account. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  is  so,  and 
for  that  2s.  6d.,  as  labour  cost,  is  pro- 
vided. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — I  have  paid  ^10 
for  a  pair  of  wheels  made  in  Australia. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Was  that  the 
result  of  the  present  duty  ? 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — No,  it  was  Icmg  aga 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  is  speaking  of  the  complete  cost  of 
the  wheels  to  the  purchaser,  whereas  I  am 
referring  to  the  cost  of  the  labour  involved 
in  putting  the  parts  together  after  they 
have  been  imputed.  I  am  told  that  the 
total  cost  of  labour  in  putting  the  parts  to- 
gether is  from  22s.  to  24s. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— If  the  honorable 
member  goes  to  buy  a  tncycle  he  will  find 
that  his  figures  are  wrong. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Let  me  repeat 
that  I  am  speaking  of  the  labour  cost.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  duties  originally  sug- 
gested were  outrageous,  and  that  those  now 
indicated  are  still  exceedingly  high.  I 
hope  the  Treasurer  will  consent  to 
put  these  duties  much  lower  than  30  per 
cent,  and  25  per  cent,  on  the  complete 
machine. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  the  duties  be  ad 
valorem,  I  shall  propose  35  per  cent,  and 
30  pe.-  cent. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— My  suggestion 
is  that  the  old  duties  were  suflBciently  high. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  duties  on  the  parts 
are  too  high  in  relation  to  the  completed 
article. 


Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  let  us  re- 
duce the  duties  on  the  parts  instead  of  im- 
posing such  enormous  duties  on  the  com- 
pleted machine.  That  is  all  that  the  bicycle 
builders  asked  for  when  they  gave  evidenoe 
before  the  Tariff  Commission;  they  stated 
that  if  the  duties  were  made  10  -pcx  cent, 
on  the  parts,  and  20  per  cent,  on  the 
finished  machine,  they  would  be  suflfciently 
high  for  all  protective  purposes. 

Sir  John  Quick.— The  duty  on  the  un- 
finished parts  was  <Mily  10  per  cent,  under 
the  old  Tariff. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  was  so  in 
the  case  of  some  of  the  parts,  but  other 
parts  were  charged  15  per  cent,  and  20 
per  cent.  All  they  ask  is  that  parts  shall 
be  made  uniformly  dutiable  at  10  per  cent,, 
without  any  increased  protection  on  the 
finished  artide;  but  the  Treasurer  proposes 
to  increase  the  duty  on  the  latter  to  35  per 
cent,  and  30  per  cent.  Parts  will  not  be 
made  here  for  many  years  to  come,  and, 
therefore,  the  impost  is  simfrfy  an  exorbi- 
tant revenue  duty. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [8.5].  — These 
duties  have  been  the  subject  of  _mucb  criti- 
cism in  the  press.  We  have  Viarat,  many 
of  us  for  the  first  time— from  the  honorable 
member  for  Bass,  I  believe — ihaX  eight 
bicycles,  valued  at  jQi  eadi,  were  landed 
at  Launoestcxi,  and  that,  instead  of  a  few 
shillings,  the  duty  amounted  to  jQ^o.  Then 
a  gentleman  from  Queensland,  when  the 
Tariff  was  introduced,  asked  that  he  mi^t 
be  allowed  to  unbraze  imported  frames,  as 
the  brazed  frames  were  not  worth  as  much 
as  the  amount  of  the  duty.  The  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  has  read  out  figures 
relating  to  the  labour  cost,  but,  as  I  said 
in  relaticm  to  the  printing  ink  duty,  very 
few  honcMrable  members  can  make  them- 
selves cognizant  with  the  whole  details  of 
any  industry.  According  to  the  hcmorable 
member  for  Parramatta,  izs.  is  the  labour 
cost  of  brazing  the  frame  together. 

Mr.  Hedges. — ^A  very  big  price  I 

Mr.  TUDOR.— That  is  what  is  called 
the  building  of  the  frame.  The  honwaUe 
member  for  Parramatta  admitted,  however, 
that  there  was  the  eoamelling,  together 
with  the  building  of  the  wheels  and  <^er 
charges.  Some  few  years  ago  I  endea- 
voured to  ascertain  by  a  question  in  the 
House  addressed  to  the  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Customs  the  invoiced  prices  of 
various  imported  bicycles,  and  it  was  found 
that,  just  as  in  the  case  ^  eramaphooes, 
typewriters,  cashasgxBtes^-^wP&i^forthy 
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on  which  there  is  either  very  little  duty 
or  no  duty  at  all,  the  price  at  which  they 
were  invmced  was  very  small  m  comparison 
with  the  price  at  which  they  were  sold  to 
the  public.  It  may  safely  be  said  that 
at  least  three-fourths  of  the  bicycles  used 
in  Victoria  have  been  built  or  put  together 
within  the  State. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — There  was 
scarcely  any  protection  under  the  old 
Tariff. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— But  under  the  old  Vic- 
torian Tariff  there  was  protection.  In 
New  South  Wales,  on  the  other  hand, 
where  there  was  no  protection,  not  wie- 
fourth  of  the  bicycles  in  use  in  that  State 
are  built  there.  If  the  bicycle  industry 
had  not  been  firmly  established  under  the 
old  Victorian  Tariff,  there  would  not  have 
been  half  the  people  employed  in  it  that 
there  are  to-day.  It  is  not  my  intention 
to  discuss  the  decision  of  the  Victorian 
Wages  Board  in  the  cycle  trade,  though  I 
disagree  entirely  with  it  in  fixing  the  wages 
too  low.  That  the  Wages  Board  made  a 
mistake  is  no  reason  why  the  duty_  cm 
bicycles  should  be  largely  reduced ;  and  I 
am  very  sorry  to  learn  from  the  Treasurer 
that  he  has  decided  to  abandon  the  fixed 
rate.  It  would  be  a  good  idea  cm  the  part 
of  the  Customs  authorities  to  periodically 
publish  in  the  Government  Gazette  a  list  of 
the  prices  at  which  goods  are  invoiced  when 
impOTted.  If  we  oould  learn,  for  in- 
stance, that  bicycles,  which,  when  com- 
plete, are  sold  for  ;^io,  ^^ii,  ^^15,  and 
even  as  high  as  £s°>  w«re  invoiced  at  less 
than  £5,  the  public  would  realize  the 
profits  made  by  those  engaged  in  importing. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  parts 
must  be  coming  in  cheap  if  bicycles  are 
being  made  here. 

Mr.  TUDOJL— As  to  that,  if  the  Trea- 
surer has  decided  to  reduce  the  duties  on 
the  finished  article,  be  ought  certainly  to 
reduce  the  duties  on  the  parts.  1  take  it 
that  the  protectionist  section  of  the  Tariff 
Commission,  when  they  made  their  recom- 
mendations, had  in  view  the  duties  cm  the 
parts  as  well  as  the  duty  on  the  finished 
machine.  When  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Batman  was  speaking,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Lang  interjected,  "  Are  any  of  the 
parts  made  here"?  In  reply,  I  may 
say  that,  with  the  excepticm  of  the  tyres,  I 
do  not  think  that  the  parts  are  made  here 
to  any  extent,  although  some  may  have  been 
made  by  a  few  ingenious  mechanics  in 
their  spare  time.  I  guarantee  that  not  5 
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per  cent,  of  the  bicycle  manufacturers  in 
Great  Britain  make  their  own  parts,  but 
that  they  buy  them  from  various  firms, 
who  have  made  a  specialty  of  that  branch 
of  business,  there  being  three  or  four 
standard  parts  turned  out  such  as  the 
B.S.A.,  the  Edie,  and  one  or  two  others. 
But  those  manufacturers  of  parts  are  now 
endeavouring  to  monopolize  the  whole  of 
the  cycle  business  at  Hcsne ;  and  those  of 
us  who  take  an  interest  in  trade  saw 
recently  what  happened  in  America  when 
a  firm  there  tried  to  do  i»ecisely  the  same. 
I  have  here  a  copy  of  a  letter  originally 
sent  to  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs 
from  the  Melbourne  representatives  of  the 
Canadian  Cycle  and  MofeK-  Company, 
which,  I  believe,  is  the  Massey-Harris 
Company.     The  letter  is  as  follows— 

A  petition  requesting  an  additional  increase 
in  the  Geneial  Tarifi  on  bicycles  and  compooeot 
parts  thereof  having  within  the  past  week  been 
laid  before  you  by  a  section  of  the  bicycle 
trade  we  desire  respectfully  to  protest  in  Uie 
strongest  manner  against  their  requests.  As 
you  are  alrcadv  aware,  this  coiApany  employs 
none  but  British  workmen  in  its  manufactures, 
and  having  a  large  vested  interest  throughout 
the  Commonwealth,  ts,  we  claim,  entitled  to 
some  consideration.  When  we  thoroughly  tui- 
derstood  that  the  ultimatiui  mf  the  Government 
was  higher  protection,  we  immediately  set  about 
a  complete  reorganization  of  our  business.  We 
arc  now  receiving  from  Canada  bicycle  frame 
parts  in  the  rough  in  exactly  the  same  way  as 
English  importations.  We  have  installed  an 
up-to-date  erecting  and  assembling,  as  well  as 
an  enamelling  and  nickel-plating  plant,  and 
now  have  working  nearly  twice  the  number  of 
men    formerly    employed    at   bicycle  building. 

This  cranpany  admit  that  they  now  employ 
twice  the  number  of  people  that  they  em- 
ployed three  months  ago,  when  this  Tariff 
was  introduced ;  and,  being  anxious  to  have 
the  duty  reduced  on  the  finished  machine, 
they  are  evidently  indifferent  about  Grow- 
ing a  number  of  those  people  out  of  em- 
ployment. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Have  they  in- 
creased the  prices  on  their  machines 
locally? 

Mr.'  TUDOR.— I  do  not  think  the 
prices  have  been  increased  by  a  single 
shilling  since  the  duty  was  imposed, 
though  I  cannot  speak  definitely,  except 
in  the  case  of  Victcwia.  A  fixed  duty 
ought  to  be  imposed  in  order  to  preven; 
the  dtunping  of  machines  in  Australia.  I 
know  that  complete  bicycles,  which  in  the 
trade  means  bicycles  minus  tyres,  saddles 
and  chains,  have  been  landed  cm  the 
wharf  at  Melbourne,  all  charges,  in- 
cluding duty   paid,   for  less  than  ^^3. 
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It  might  be  said,  therefore,  that  the  duty 
proposed  is  exorbitant,  but,  as  a  matter  of 
fa(^,  that  is  nothing  like  the  fair  value  of 
the  machines;  and  it  is  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  dumping  of  surplus  stocks  at  the 
end  of  the  seasoo  that  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion,  and  subsequently  the  Government, 
adc^ed  the  duties  proposed.  HoiK^able 
members  have  said  that  the  local  builders  of 
bicycles  merely  assemble  the  parts  after  the 
frame  has  been  built.  Of  course,  any  per- 
soo  with  ordinary  common-sense  could  put 
the  parts  together  if  he  only  possessed  a 
little  mechanical  knowledge.  But  I  do 
not  think  that  he  could  braze  a  machine  and 
fit  it  up  atirely  unaided. 

Mr.  HuTcrasoN. — Our  bicycle  builders 
do  any  amount  of  brazing  work,  and  some 
of  us  could  do  it 

Mr.  TUDOR. — Some  honorable  members 
who  possess  mechanical  skill  might  possibly 
be  able  to  do  that  sort  of  work.  Of  course, 
I  realise  that  the  Government  having  aban- 
doned the  fixed  duties  which  appear  in  the 
schedule,  it  is  hopeless  for  any  honcMrable 
member  to  fight  for  them.  I  believe  that 
by  acting  as  they  have  done  the  Ministry 
have  struck  a  heavy  blow  at  many  men  who 
have  equipped  their  shops  with  the  ap- 
pliances necessary  for  the  building  df  ma- 
chines from  impOTted  parts.  Honorable 
members  may  have  noticed  that  one  of  the 
standard  makers  of  biqcle  parts  has  re- 
cently iixrreased  the  price  of  those  parts.  I 
have  received,  from  a  gentleman  in 
the  country,  a  letter  whidi  emanated 
from  an  exporter  of  bicycles  in  England. 
In  it  the  writer  points  out  that  English 
manufacturers  would  be  able  to  beat  the 
Customs  authorities  even  if  the  fixed  duties 
which  appear  in  the  schedule  were  retained. 
He  declared  that  British  manufacturers  did 
not  contemplate  losing  the  Australian  trade. 
Personally,  I  want  to  see  our  own  people 
retain  as  much  of  that  trade  as  possible,  and 
that  result  cannot  be  achieved  if  we  agree 
to  the  proposal  of  the  Treasurer. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [8.18].— I  am  very 
glad  that  the  Treasurer  has  proposed  the 
abolition  of  the  fixed  duties  in  respect  of 
this  item.  I  hold  in  my  hand  an  invoice 
which  gives  the  average  value — exclusive  of 
any  charges — of  thirty-six  bicycles  which 
are  at  present  in  bond.  The  value  is  set 
down  at  £5  9s.  6d.  each.  The  total  con- 
signment is  valued  at  jQigi  38-  6d.  So  far 
from  these  machines  having  been  dumped,  I 
am  informed  that  the  pnce  I  have  men- 
tioned is  a  fair  one  for  a  good  article.  Tbe 


charges  upon  the  consignment  added  to  tbe 
duty  amount  to  ^£207  9s.  3d.  They  work 
out  as  follows — f.o.b.  diarges  £2  is.  3d., 
cost  of  packages  £5  5s,,  freight  and  prim- 
age ^8  168.  iid,  duty  at  £5  each  £^60, 
landing  diarges  at  6s.  per  ton  £1  8s.  iid., 
insurance,  «change,  interest,  &c.,  £9  175. 
2d.,  or  a  total  of  ^£207  9s.  3d.  on  a  de- 
clared value  at  the  port  of  exportation  of 
£197  3s-  6d.  These  charges  are  equivalent 
to  a  tax  of  £$  each  upon  machines  which 
are  exported  for  £5  9s.  6d,  each.  The 
old  duty  up<Mi  that  consignment,  instead  of 
amounting  to  ;^i8o,  would  have  amounted 
to  £4$  7s.  6d.  The  protectionist  section 
of  the  Tariff  Commissicxi  recommend  a  duty 
upon  this  item  of  35  per  cent  We  must 
not  seriously  regard  thie  alternative  duty  of 
per  madiine  lecdmmended  by  that  body. 
As  the  honorable  member  for  Yarra  sug- 
gested, it  was  framed  with  a  view  to  pre- 
vent dumping.  Now,  assuming  that  a  con- 
signment of  bicycles  were  inv(»oed  at  £i 
each  or  a  little  over,  instead  of  a  dutv  of 
25  per  cent  being  charged  upon  them — 
whidi  was  the  rate  assumed  by  the  Ccm- 
mission  to  be  necessary  fof  protection — tfie 
Customs  authcvities  would  have  power, 
under  the  original  pn^KMsal  of  tbe 
Government,  to  penalize  tiK  importer 
of  these  dumped  machines  by  impos- 
ing a  duty  upon  tfaem  of  £$  each. 
That  is  a  very  large  power  to  place  in  the 
hands  of  a  Minister,  because  by  an  arbi- 
trary assessment  of  value  upon  a  mere 
allegati<»i  that  dumping  was  taking  place 
he  would  be  able  without  the  importer  hav- 
ing a  right  to  appeal  to  charge  a  duty  of 
£5  per  madiine.  This  is  a  power  which 
ought  not  to  be  granted  to  him.  I  say, 
therefore,  that  the  true  duty  recommended 
bv  the  protectionist  section  of  the  Tariff 
Commission  was  25  per  cent.,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  we  shall  be  acting  wrongly  if  vre 
adopt  that  rate. 

Sir  John  Quick. — That  was  the  rate  re- 
commended upon  high-class  bicydes. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— It  was  tbe  rate  recom- 
mended without  any  qualification  whatever. 
I  am  assured  that  £$  9s.  6d.  per  machine 
represwits  the  fair  value  of  a  good  bicyde, 
and  that  it  is  the  true  import  price  is  shown 
bv  the  invoice  to  which  I  have  alluded. 
Under  the  dtcumstanoes,  I  think  that  we 
might  very  well  aooept  the  reoommendatioa 
of  the  protectionist  section  of  the  Tariff 
ComroissicHi,  and  grant  preferential  treat- 
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were  too  high  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that 
the  Government  are  prepared,  without  de- 
bate, to  actxpt,  in  lieu  thereof,  35  per  cent, 
under  the  general  Tariff  and  30  per  cent, 
under  the  Tariff  for  the  United  Kingdom. 
Under  the  circumstances,  I  think  that  the 
Committee  might  agree  to  30  per  cent,  and 
25  per  cent,  respectively,  and  I  shall  move 
acrordingly.  Thirty  per  cent,  would  repre- 
sent an  increase  of  10  per  cent, 
upon  the  old  rate  of  duty.  If  any  further 
concession  is  to  be  made  to  the  bicycle  in- 
dustry— and  we  ought  to  recollect  that 
there  is  n  very  large  section  of  the  public 
who  use  l)icvc!es  as  a  pnrt  of  their  imple- 
ments of  trade — I  suggest  that  it  should 
take  the  form  of  a  reduced  duty  upon  the 
parts. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [8.25].— 
It  has  been  said  that  bicycle-building  in 
the  Commonwealth  merely  ccxisists  of  as- 
sembling the  parts  and  undertaking  the 
brazing,  nickelling,  and  enamelling  of  the 
machines.  Of  course,  in  some  cases  altera- 
tions are  made  in  the  design  of  the  bicycles, 
and  the  tubes  are  cut  by  those  who  import 
them.  Generally  speaking,  however,  the 
tubes  are  cut  to  length.  If  there  were  a 
chance  of  the  industry  of  manufacturing 
the  parts  being  established  in  Australia,  I 
should  be  very  pleased  to  assist  in  impos- 
ing a  reasonable  duty  upon  those 
iparts.  because  it  would  be  an  industry 
worth  encouraging.  But,  as  has  been 
already  pointed  out,  the  parts  are  all  stan- 
dardized, and  there  is  not  much  probability 
that  in  the  near  future  these  parts  will  be 
made  in  the  Commonwealth.  Thev  are  im- 
ported chiefly  from  the  Birmingham  Small 
Arms  Factory.  The  Government  have  cer- 
tainlv  done  the  right  thing  in  abandoning 
the  fixed  duties  of  ^5  and  j£$  5s. 
originally  proposed.  As  has  been  pointed 
out  by  the  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta,  the  cost  of  the  work  done  here  upon 
a  single  machine  amounts  to  about  245. 
So  that  to  levy  a  duty  of  £5  or 
^5  5s.  upon  eadi  bicycle  would  be  utterly 
ridinulous.  The  figures  quoted  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Parramatta  correspond 
almost  exactly  with  those  supplied  to  me 
by  a  bicycle  builder  in  Adelaide. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Does  the  cost  quoted  by 
the  honorable  member  cover  the  enamelling  ? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.  —  Yes.  The 
enamelling  costs  about  9s.  per  machine. 
Seeing  that  we  are  not  likely  to  go  in  for 
the  manufacture  of  bic>cle  parts,  I  should 
prefer  to  make  the  duty  upon  h^ycles  30 
per  cent,  under  the  general  Tariff  and 


per  cent,  under  the  Tariff  for  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  to  lower  the  rates  upon  the 
I>arts  to  10  per  cent*  and  5  per  cent,  re- 
spectively. The  impositiai  of  a  small  dmy 
might  encourage  the  manufacture  of  some 
of  the  parts  locally.  Our  best  course, 
therefore,  is  to  levy  the  duties  which  I 
have  indicated  upon  bicycles,  and  to  reduce 
the  rates  upwi  the  parts  at  any  rate  to 
10  and  5  per  rent.,  if  not  to  abolish  them. 
There  does  not  seem  to  be  a  sufficient 
reason  for  a  duty  as  high  as  10  per  cent, 
on  the  parts  which  cannot  be  made  here, 
at  any  rate  for  a  few  years.  The  only 
reason  which  the  Treasurer  has  given  for 
increasing  the  duties  on  the  finished  article 
up  to  35  and  30  per  cent,  is  because  lie 
has  duties  of  15  and  10  per  cent,  on  the 
parts.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  better 
method  would  be,  instead  of  increasing 
the  total  cost  of  the  article  to  the  user, 
to  reduce  it  by  making  the  duties  on  thi' 
finished  goods  30  and  25  per  cent,,  and 
the  duties  on  the  parts  10  and  5  per  cent. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [8.31].— 
Seeing  that  the  Treasurer  has  decided  to 
abandon  the  fixed  duties,  1  do  not  wish 
to  argue  the  question  at  any  great  length. 
The  reasOT  which  induced  the  A  section 
of  the  Tariff  Commission  to  propose  the 
fixed  duties  was  that  they  should  operate 
on  a  large  number  of  cheap,  unserviceable, 
and  dangerous  bicycles,  some  of  them 
being  as  low  in  vahie  as  ^2,  ^3,  and 
We  realized  that  ad  valorem  duties  of  25 
or  20  per  cent,  on  such  goods  would  be 
practically  inoperative. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — One  can  get  a  gix^l. 
sound  machine  for  ;^5. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— We  did  not  desire 
to  give  protection  by  proposing  the  fixed 
duties,  but  to  assist  in  keeping  out  un- 
desirable bicycles.  I  am  sorry  that  ti  e 
Treasuner  has  seen  fit  to  abandon  the  fixed 
duties,  because  I  know  that  in  this  Tariff 
no  proposition  has  worked  more  effec- 
tively and  successfully  than  have  tho>e 
duties.  I  know  that  they  have  had  the 
result  of  stimulating  the  bicycle-making 
industry  in  various  parts  of  Australia. 
I  have  seen  letters  in  the  press  and  tele- 
grams from  all  parts  congratulating  the 
Government  upon  imposing  duties  which 
are  so  effective  and  successful  in  theii 
operation.  However,  the  Minister  is  re- 
sponsible, and  1  do  not  intend  to  fall  out 
with  him.  This  industry  seems  to  present 
scope  for  large  development  and  expan- 
sion.   In  Victoria  there  are  no  less  than 
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a  thousand  persons  employed  in  the  re- 
pairing and  making  of  bic}'cles,  motor 
cars,  and  motor  cycles.  I  do  not 
know  the  number  in  other  States, 
but  I  feel  deeply  impressed  with  the 
possibilities  of  the  industry.  An  idea 
of  those  possibilities  may  be  galhered  from 
the  fact  that  during  the  last  two  or  three 
years  bicycles  and  motor  cycles  to  the 
value  of  over  ;£250,ooo  have  beai  im- 
ported. That  shows  that  there  was  a  wide 
area  of  trade  for  a  good  sound  protective 
duty  to  operate  upon.  And  these  fixed 
duties  were  undoubtedly  the  most  effective 
and  operative  part  of  these  proposals.  The 
deputy  leader  of  the  Opposition  has  chal- 
lenged my  reply  regarding  the  work  and 
labour  involved  in  this  industry.  I  think 
he  said  that  it  cost  only  12s.  or  135.  to 
assemble  or  put  together  the  various  parts 
of  a  bicycle. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — No;  24s. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Of  course,  the 
amount  that  is  spent  locally  in  building  a 
bicycle  d^>ends  upon  wheilier  finished  or 
unfinished  parts  are  utilized.  If  the  parts 
are  finished,  no  doubt  the  work  involved 
is  not  so  great  as  would  be  the  case  if 
the  parts  were  unfinished.  But  it  is  claimed 
that  in  building  a  bicycle  out  of  imported 
unfinished  parts  every  cycle  manufacturer 
in  the  Cranmonwealth  gives  at  least  thirty- 
six  hours'  employment  to  Australian  work- 
men. That  is  an  incaitive  to  manufac- 
turers to  build  factories,  and  provide  plant 
locally  made  or  imported,  giving  work  to 
a  considerable  number  of  men  in  the  pro- 
duction of  bicycles. 

Mr.  Batchelob. — What  does  the  hon- 
orable member  mean  by  unfinished  parts? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK— I  refer  to  parts 
■which  require  local  treatment  sudi  as 
enamelling,  brazing,  filing  down,  and  fil- 
'ting.  The  putting  together  of  the  parts 
■of  an  unfinished  bicycle  gives  four  days' 
work,  at  about  ^2  a  day,  to  local  labour. 
I*t  us  now  consider  the  class  of  work  that 
is  involved.  The  deputy  leader  of  the  Op- 
position has  said  that  it  simply  means  the 
fitting  together  of  some  parts.  If  honor- 
able members  will  listen  to  an  extract  from 
•our  report  they  will  get  an  idea  of  the 
process — 

When  the  component  parts,  unfinished,  are 
imported,  and  made  into  complete  machines  in 
Australia,  the  following  work  is  done  locally, 
namely  : — Cutting  and  fitting  all  tubing  and 
parts  together,  brazing  lamc,  mliog  same,  nickel- 
plating,  eoamelltng  the  frames,  front  forks, 
iiack  stays  sDd  wheel  rims  with  three  or  four 
•coalB  of  enamel,  placing  the  same  in  orens  for 


the  purpose  of  rendering  the  enamel  hard  and 
solid,  thereby  being  less  liable  to  chip  and  ped 
off,  decorating  frames  with  fancy  transfers  and 
names,  and  other  ornamental  work.  The  bicycle 
frame  is  then  ready  for  the  assembler  to  take 
in  band  the  fitting  of  other  parts,  such  as  tyres, 
chains,  pedals,  cranks,  bearings,  handle  bars, 
and  saddle  pillars,  to  make  the  cycle  complete. 

We  were  of  opini(»i  thai  the  most  effec- 
tive way  of  encouraging  the  industry  was 
by  substantially  increasing  the  duty  on 
finished  bicycles  and  frames,  as  well  as 
by  placing  on  the  free  list  certain  bicycle 
tubes. 

Mr.  Page. — ^Will  the  honorable  member 
now  give  us  a  little  informati(»i  about  the 
wages  paid  to  the  men  wfio  manufacture 

the  bicvcles  here? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  certainly  am  in 
favour  of  the  employ^  being  paid  fair 
and  reasonable  wages,  and  I  am  happy 
to  inform  the  h(»iorable  member  that  a 
Board  with  full  jurisdicticwi  to  deal  with 
these  matters  has  been  investigating  and 
giving  awards. 

Mr.  Page. — Does  the  honorable  member 
consider  27s.  6d.  a  good  wage  for  a  man 
with  a  wife  and  five  youngsters? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— That  is  notorious 
sweating  with  which  I,  like  the  honorable 
member,  have  no  sympathy.  We  do  not 
want  that,  and  I  believe  it  is  the  desire 
and  intention  of  the  owners  of  bicycle 
factories,  if  these  duties  are  imposed,  to 
give  their  workers  good  and  substantial 
wages. 

Mr.  Maloney. — ^They  will  not  get  any 
new  protection  if  they  do  not. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Quite  so.  I  have 
explained  the  reason  why  the  fixed  duties 
were  recommended,  and  that  was  prac- 
tically to  check  the  importation  of  danger- 
ous, unserviceable,  and  cheap  machines. 
And  with  reference  to  high  class  and  ex- 
pensive machines,  the  ad  valorem  duties 
of  30  and  25  per  cent,  were  intended  to 
operate. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— The  honorable 
member  does  not  believe  in  making  bicycles 
too  readily  available  to  poor  persons  ? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  believe  that  the 
imposition  of  these  duties  would  not  in- 
crease the  prices  of  the  bicycles  made  or 
put  together  in  Australia. 

Mr,  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable 
member  has  just  said  that  his  object  is  to 
try  to  keep  them  out. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  have  said  that 
my  c^ject  was  to  keep  out  the  dangerous 
rubbish ;  but  the  exclusion  of  that  would 
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rather  tend  to  enoourage  the  local  pro- 
duction of  supmM  macfaines.  I  know  ai 
a  fact  that  the  local  manufacture  of 
bicycles  has  resulted  in  a  great  decline  in 
the  prices  of  them  to  the  general  public. 
I  remember  the  time — and  it  is  only  a 
few  years  ago — when  I  gave  j^^z  for  an 
ordinary  txcycle,  but  to-day  I  could  buy 
the  same  machine  in  Bendigo — petha,p8,  a 
better  one— for  £15  or  £ao,  smiply 
owing  to  local  manufacture  and  competi- 
tion. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — ^The  prices  of 
bicycles  have  fallen  all  over  the  world. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— If  this  trade 
were  in  the  hands  of  bicycle  importers 
there  would  be  a  great  danger  of  the 
prices  being  raised  to  the  old  standard, 
whereas  the  local  manufacturer  of  them 
has  undoubtedly  tended  to  bring  down 
Che  cost,  and  the  public  have  had  an  ad- 
vantage thereby.  I  hope  that  the  Minister 
having  given  way  on  the  fixed  duties  does 
not  intend  to  go  below  35  per  cent.  I  hope 
that  he  will  accept  the  invitation  of  the  free- 
trade  party  and  lower  the  duties  on  the 
parts  both  finished  and  unfinished.  That 
to  some  extent  would  be  a  slight  compensa- 
tion to  local  manufacturers  for  the  removal 
of' the  fixed  duties. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.40]. — I  am  surprised  at  so 
much  heat  being  imported  into  this  discus- 
sion. 1  felt  that  the  fixed  duties  of  £s 
5;.  and  j£5  were  very  excessive,  and  I  do 
not  care  who  says  the  reverse.  On  look- 
ing through  the  Tariffs  of  other  countries, 
I  found  that  bicycles  were  not  subjected  to 
a  fixed  duty  but  to  an  ad  valorem  duty. 
In  Victoria  under  its  old  Tariff  there  was 
a  much  lower  ad  valorem  duty  than  ours, 
and  in  New  Zealand,  Canada  and  the 
United  States  of  America  there  is  an  ad 
valorem  duty. 

M  r.  King  O  '  M alley. — Forty-five  per 
cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— Yes. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Tbomson. — ^We  are  fretting 
very  close  to  that 

Sir  WILUAM  LYNE.— Canada  has  a 
duty  of  35  and  30  per  cent.,  while  New 
Zealand  bu  a  duty  of  so  per  cent.  Under 
the  old  Victorian  Tariff  it  was  10  per  cent., 
and  under  our  old  Tariff  it  was  20  per 
cent.  If  the  consensus  of  opinion  in  all 
those  countries  is  in  favour  of  An  ad  valorem 
duty,  I  ccmceive  that  I  cannot  go  far  wrong 
in  following  their  example     I  am  as 


anxious  as  is  any  one  to  see  a  good  duty  im- 
posed on  any  article  which  we  can  and  do 
make.  With  regard  to  bicycles  some  hon- 
orable members  have  said  that  they  would 
rather  have  a  fixed  duty  of  jQi  than  an  ad 
valorem  duty.  Let  us  see  how  it  would 
work  out.  Suppose  that  I  get  the  Commit- 
tee to  agree  to  duties  of  35  and  30  per  cent. 
A  bicycle  is  imported  WOTth  j£$,  and  that 
will  have  a  duty  of  jQt  upon  it  even  at 
that  very  low  estimated  value. 

Mr.  Hughes. — No  wie  can  produce  a 
bicycle  in  this  country  for 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  think 
so.  I  am  sure  that  honorable  membera  will 
give  me  aedit  for  trying  to  deal  with  this 
matter  in  a  practical  way.  We  cannot 
do  better  than  adopt  the  method  which 
has  been  pursued  all  over  the  British 
D(xnini(xis  and  in  the  United  States.  I 
think  myself,  despite  what  hax  been  said, 
that  duties  of  35  and  30  per  cent,  are  very 
good  rates  indeed.  Those  who  are  in- 
terested in  this  industry  ought  to  be  very 
well  satisfied,  and  think  themselves  lucky 
to  get  such  duties.  That  is  the  feeling  that 
I  have. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  honorable  gentleman 
is  giving  us  a  free-trade  speedi. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— There  iw  no- 
thing free-trade  about  me. 

Mr.  Page. — ^A  duty  of  35  per  cent,  is 
not  free-trade 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  think 
I  am  going  very  far  wrong  in  proposing 
these  duties. 

Air.  Batchelor. — What  is  the  honorable 
gentleman  going  to  do  in  reference  to 
parts? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  suggestion 
which  has  been  made  in  reference  to  parts 
strikes  me  as  being  a  good  <Hie.  I  have  not 
been  able  to  ascertain  what  is  necessary, 
but  by  the  time  we  reach  the  item  dealing 
with  parts  I  shall  be  able  to  make  a  state- 
ment, explaining;  what  reduction  I  intend  to 
move,  if  any.  I  firmly  believe  in  leaving  a 
good  margin  between  the  duty  <»i  the 
bic>cle  and  that  on  parts.  Probably  a  le- 
duction  of  the  duty  on  parts  will  make  this 
duty  more  acceptable  to  those  who  are  com- 
plaining at  present.    I  move — 

That  the  figures  "  5*."  and  "jfis"  be  Jeft 
oat. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[8.48]. — The   Treasurer    appears    to  be 
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slipping  away  from  his  high  protectionist 
principles.  He  originally  jwoposed  a  duty  of 

and  now  he  ocanes  down  to  one  of  los. 
He  really  does  not  seem  to  know  wh^e  he 
is.  The  honorable  member  for  Bendigo 
tells  us  that  biq-des  can  be  brought  to  this 
country  for  a  mere  bagatelle,  and  that  it 
was  because  of  the  importation  of  these 
weak  and  dangerous  machines  that  he  pro- 
posed a  fixed  duty.  But  the  honorable 
member  evidently  forgot  that  these  inferior 
machines  can  be  imported  in  parts  and 
made  up  here,  whoi  they  can  be  kSA  more 
cheaply  than  the  good  machines,  with 
whidi  they  ccMnpete.  It  seems  to  me,  how- 
ever, that  this  item  does  not  merit  so  much 
discussion  as  has  been  devoted  to  it.  If 
we  make  the  duty  high,  and  the  parts  are 
put  together  here,  and  it  only  costs  24s. 
to  put  them  together,  it  seems  to  me  that 
there  will  be  no  demand  for  ccmplete  im- 
ported machines.  The  freight  alone  would 
malre  it  almost  prohibitive  to  import  them 
as  compared  with  the  cost  of  putting 
together  the  parts  here.  The  honorable 
member  for  Bendigo  has  told  us  that  it 
takes  a  man  tbirty<^x  hours  to  put  a  ma- 
chine together.  The  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta  says  that  it  costs  24s.  lo  put  a 
machine  together.  The  honorable  member 
for  Boothby  also  says  that  the  cost  of  build- 
ing a  bicycle  from  imported  parts  is  24s., 
and  he  speaks  as  a  practical  man.  Evi- 
dentlv,  if  it  takes  thirty-six  hours  to  con- 
struct a  machine,  and  the  wages  paid  are 
8d.  an  hour,  that  works  out  at  24s.  If 
the  Committee  wish  to  do  something  for  the 
benefit  of  the  industry,  they  should  give  it 
the  parts  free.  Then  it  will  flourish,  and 
locally-built  machines  must  take  the  place 
of  importations.  Therefore,  when  we  reach 
item  37.'?  I  shall  support  the  proposition 
that  parts  be  admitted  free,  so  that  all  the 
bicycles  required  in  Australia  may  be  made 
in  the  country.  There  is  no  advantage  in 
importing  machines  if  they  can  be  put 
together  in  Australia.  We  have  been  tol3 
that  bicycles  are  dumped  into  Australia. 
It  is  a  remarkable  thmg  that  I  never  get 
any  of  these  goods  dumped  into  my  back- 
yard. I  never  have  a  chance  of  buying 
dumped  goods.  But  a  few  yean  ago  I 
looked  into  a  bicycle  factory  at  Cov^try, 
England,  where  the  best  machines  in  the 
world  are  made,  and  the  head  of  the  finn 
told  me  that  they  could  have  sold  5,000  more 
machines  during  the  year  if  they  had  had 
time  to  make  ttem.  I  have  never  yet  heard 
of  an  up>-to-date  machine  bong  dumped 
into  anv  country.     It  is  the  out-of>date 
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madiine  that  will  be  dumped,  to  get  rid  of 
it.  This  story  about  goods  being  dun^ied 
into  Australia  is  a  mere  fiction,  and  I  hope 
that  the  Committee  will  not  be  induced  to 
believe  it.  However,  I  am  laate  interested 
in  item  375  than  in  that  under  oonsidera- 
ticm.  I  should  like  the  duties  to  be  made 
as  low  as  possible.  Whether  we  make  the 
duty  high  or  low  on  this  item,  however,  k 
will  not  make  a  bit  of  difference,  so  long 
as  we  make  the  duty  on  parts  low. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [8.54].— We  hear 
a  great  deal  from  the  Melboimie  and  subur- 
ban members  about  locally-produced 
bicycles.  In  fact,  it  appears  that  in  every 
electorate  around  Melbourne  there  are 
bicyde  factories.  In  South  Melbourne 
there  seems  to  be  one  in  every  back  yard. 
But  while  a  good  deal  has  been  siud  about 
the  necesuty  iot  protecting  the  industry, 
only  one  or  two  hmorable  members  have 
pleaded  the  cause  of  the  ccmsumer. 

Mr.  Watson. — How  much  did  the  hon- 
orable mmber  pay  for  his  Australian-built 
machine  ? 

Mr.  PAGE— I  paid  £20  for  it.     If  I 

want  a  good  machine  I  know  that  I  have  to 
pay  a  fair  price  for  it.  Shoddy  machines 
arc  made  in  Melbourne  just .  as  freely  as 
they  are  imported.  Enamel  covers  a  mul- 
titude of  sins  in  the  bicycle  trade.  No  one 
knows  that  better  than  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  South  Sydney.  The  best  bicvde 
I  ever  rode  in  my  li»  was  his,  and  it  was 
an  imported  machine. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  was  a  good  while 

ago. 

Mr,  PAGE. — I  never  rode  a  better  ma- 
chine, and  I  have  ridden  a  few  and 
travelled  a  good  manv  miles  on  them.  'Id 
my  electorate  nearly  ev^  man  you  meet 
who  is  not  "waltzmg  Matilda"  rides  a 
bicvcle.  At  every  station  to  which  the 
shearers  go  there  is  a  shed  for  the  bicydes. 
Many  men  are  now  giving  up  the  ordinary 
machine  and  going  in  for  the  motor  cvcle. 
As  in  some  cases  they  have  to  ride  70  and 
80  miles  a  day  over  a  bush  road,  th^  in- 
terests ought  to  be  taken  into  consideratioa 
as  well  as  those  of  the  manufacturers  in 
Melbourne,  Sydney  or  Brisbane.  But  I 
have  not  heard  the  honorable  member  for 
Bendigo  say  a  word  in  die  intertfCs  of  the 
men  who  have  to  buy  these  machines.  The 
honorable  member's  anxiety  appears  to  be 
limited  to  what  can  be  got  for  VKtoria. 
The  arguments  used  with  regard  to  the 
bicycle  trade  str%i,j!^Q^o©gie™nf 
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cuiious.  As  soon  as  those  eigaged  in  it 
prove  that  their  industry  is  in  a  flourishing 
conditicm  some  tkmco^Ue  members  are  pre- 
pared to  protect  them.  The  industry  was 
flourishing  in  New  South  Wales  under  free- 
trade,  and  even  in  Victoria  in  the  palmy 
days  of  protection  there  was  a  duty  of  only 
10  per  cent.  Now,  however,  under  the 
DeaJcin  Government,  and  with  a  New  South 
Wales  protectionist  Treasurer,  we  have  pro- 
posed a  duty  of  35  per  cent. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Yesterday  the  Treasurer 
wanted  a  duty  of  j£io  per  machine. 

Mr.  PAGE. — He  has  seen  the  error  of 
his  ways  since  then.  Now,  what  about  the 
wages  paid  in  this  industry  wtuch  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Bendigo  is  so  anxious  to 
protect  against  the  cheap  imptxted  article? 
The  "  reputable  employers  secticm"  of  the 
Victorian  Factories  Act  limits  the  power  of 
the  Wages  Boards  to  fix  rates  of  wages  to 
those  paid  by  the  average  employer  in  the 
trade.  The  wages  paid  to-day  in  the 
bicycle  trade  are  higher  than  those 
fixed  by  the  Board.  I  shall  state  what 
the  wages  fixed  by  the  Board  are.  I 
ask  the  Committee  whether  it  is  fair,  rea- 
sonable and  reputable  to  expect  a  man  with 
five  children  to  live  in  Melbourne  on  j£i 
75.  6d.  a  wedc?  A  foreman  bicycle- 
maker,  who  must  be  a  mechanic,  has  had 
his  wages  fixed  at';^2  8s.  per  week.  That 
is  considered  sufficient  for  the  man  who 
bosses  the  show.  I  pay  a  boundary-rider 
more  than  that  for  sitting  on  a  horse  and 
riding  round  my  fences.  The  assemblers 
of  bicycle  parts  get  j£i  12s.  per  week, 
filers  8s.,  persons  engaged  in  building, 
turning,  and  fitting,  or  who  are  employed 
in  addition  thereto  at  other  branches  of  the 
trade,  get  £2  os.  6d.  This  is  the  in- 
dustry the  hcsiorable  member  for  Ben- 
digo is  raving  about.  I  say  that  if 
it  cannot  afford  to  pay  better  wages  than 
these  the  sooner  it  is  wiped  out  the  better, 
in  order  that  the  men  at  present  engaged 
in  it  may  be  able  to  turn  their  attention 
to  some  more  profitable  employment.  Re- 
pairers get  j£i  15s.  per  week.  Wheel 
builders  j£i  8s.  66.,  and  all  other  adults 
enga^  in  the  industry  j£i  7s.  6d.  Ap- 
prentices, who  are  unlimited,  get  fr<Mn  5s. 
to  255.  per  week,  and  improvers,  who  are 
allowed  in  the  ratio  of  one  to  one  or  two 
adults,  two  to  three  adults,  and  one  for 
every  additional  adult,  get  from  5s.  to 
288.  per  week,  according  to  experi- 
ence.     I    have    heard    the  honorable 


membu  for  Melbourne  Ports,  where 
the  majority  of  these  bicycle  shops  are  to 
be  found,  say  times  out  of  number  that 
if  he  had  his  way  he  would  wipe  out  an 
industry  that  could  not  pay  better  wages 
than  these,  I  desire  that  the  workers  en- 
gaged in  the  industry,  and  the  people  who 
buy  and  ride  bicycles,  as  well  as  the 
pe^e  who  build  and  sell  them,  should 
get  some  of  the  benefit  ccmferred  by  the 
protection  proposed.  We  know  that  many 
of  these  Incydes  are  made  of  tin  tubes. 
A  man  in  Rockhamptta  wanted  to  sell  me 
a  bicycle  which  he  said  would  carry  a 
ton.  He  gave  me  a  trial,  and  I  brought 
it  back  to  him  like  a  concertina.  This 
was  a  Colonial-made  bicycle,  and  it  is 
clear,  therefore,  that  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Bendigo  about 
cheap  imported  bicycles  should  not  carry 
much  weight  I  am  pleased  that  the 
Treasurer  has  seen  fit  to  abolish  the 
fixed  duties  proposed.  It  rests  now 
with  the  Ccnnmittee  to  decide  wh^t  the  ad 
valorem  duties  shall  be.  I  have  no  wish 
to  crush  the  local  bicvcle  industry.  I  am 
prepared  to  vote  for  a  reasonable  duty 
for  its  protection,  and  if,  under  the  old 
Victorian  duty  of  10  per  cent,  the  in- 
dustry could  be  carried  cm,  those  coti- 
cemed  in  it  should  be  satisfied  with  a 
duty  of  25  per  cent.,  for  which  I  am  pre- 
pared to  vote. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [9.7].— I 
feel  sure  that  the  arguments  of  the  Qiair- 
man  of  the  Tariff  Commissicxi  will  have 
great  weight  with  the  Committee.  I  hope 
that  if  the  fixed  duties  are  removed  the 
honorable  member's  colleagues  on  the 
Tariff  .  Commission  will  in  another  place 
be  successful  in  reintroducing  them,  or  at 
least  in  providing  for  a  fixed  duty  of 
jCs  3s.  on  each  machine.  The  object  is 
to  prevent  the  introduction  of  very  cheap 
and  w(»thless  bicycles.  I  have  seen 
bicycles  advertised  in  the  Lond<»i  press  as 
low  as  j£2  los.,  j£2  28.,  and  even  j£i  5s. 
If  the  parts  of  such  machines  were  sent 
out  here  no  self-respecting  local  manufac- 
turer would  use  them.  He  would  have 
to  consider  his  good  name,  and  in  the  in- 
terests of  his  business  he  could  not  afford 
to  put  such  rubbUh  into  a  machine.  We 
know  that  a  certain  amount  of  enamel 
will  cover  a  great  many  faults,  and  wMth- 
less  bicycles  are  imported  which  in  ap* 
pearance  look  spick  and  span. 

Sir  John  Quick. — If  bicycles  of  that 
stamp  locally  made  bn^  down  they  would 
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be  sent  back  to  the  manufacturer,  and  be 
would  have  to  repair  them. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— And  the  man  who 
bought  such  a  bicycle  frcMn  the  local 
manufacturer  would  not  be  likely  to  ^  to 
him  again.  I  have  had  some  experience 
in  COTinexion  with  bicycles.  In  1892  I  was 
<^ered  a  bicycle  for  £20,  but  I  did  not 
purchase  it.  The  bicycle  I  have  in  use  at 
the  present  time  cost  /'.12.  I  have  ridden 
it  for  a  couple  of  years,  and  it  is  as  good 
as  the  one  for  which  I  was  asked  ;^20. 
Within  the  last  three  months  I  was 
offered  a  bicycle,  which  was  better  than  the 
one  I  have  got,  for  £10.  The  reduction  in 
the  price  has,  in  my  opinion,  been  due  to 
the  operaticm  of  the  present  Tariff. 

Mr.  Wilson.  —  No;  the  price  of 
bicycles  has  fallen  all  over  the  world. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— If  the  honorable 
mmber  will  compare  the  price  of  locaJly- 
made  tires  with  the  price  charged  for  im- 
ported tires,  he  will  find  that  the  locally- 
made  article  is  cheaper  than  the  imported 
article.  In  the  same  way,  as  the  result 
of  the  operati<m  of  the  duty  and  the  ex- 
tended manufacture  of  bicycles  in  the 
Commonwealth,  they  can  be  sold  now  at 
less  than  the  price  asked  for  imported 
machines.  I  suppose  the  Government  will 
carry  the  proposal  to  abolish  the  fixed 
duties  of  £5  and  £5  5s. ;  but  I  suggest 
thnt  they  should  be  replaced  by  a  fixed 
duty  of  '£^  3s.,  to  prevent  the  introduc- 
tion of  cheap  and  worthless  bicycles. 
Bicycle  parts,  which  cannot  be  manufac- 
tured here,  should  be  admitted  free,  and 
if  that  is  d<xie,  the  assemblers  of  the  parts 
in  the  Commonwealth  will  be  given  a  suffi- 
cient margin  of  protection  for  their  work, 
and  will  have  no  reason  to  be  disccHitented. 

Mr.  HUGHES  (West  Sydney)  [9.11]. 
— The  present  proposal  of  the  Treasurer 
is  not  calculated  to  help  this  industry  to 
flourish  and  pay  decent  wages.  Every 
time  the  honorable  gentleman  departs  from 
the  admirably -prepared  Tariff  put  in  frcmt 
of  him  he  gets  into  difficulties,  and  makes 
statements  vrhkh  are  -not  corroborated 
from  outside  sources.  Two  kinds  of  hi- 
cycles  are  imported :  Those  that  are  good 
and  those  that  are  no  good.  Those  that 
are  no  good,  and  that  'reallv  describes 
them,  are  imported  at  an  invoice  price  of 
from  £^  to  £$.  I  have  known  an  indi- 
vidual obtain  a  bicycle  from  a  Coventry 
firm  landed  here  at  £$>  can  assume 

that  the  purchaser  of  a  large  number  of 
these  madiines  would  get  them  for  very 


much  less.   A  Huty  of  30  per  cent,  would 
represent  about  £1  los.  on  sudi  a  madiine, 
and  under  that  duty  it  would  cost  landed 
in  Australia  £6  los.  at  the  outside.  How 
is  a  local  manufacturer   to   pay  decent 
wages  if  he  is  to  make  a  bicycle  for 
£6  los.  ?    I  do  not  know  how  it  is  to  be 
done.    I  have  known  bicycles  to  be  sold 
for  22s.  6d.,  and  all  I  can  say  is  that  if 
a  manufacturer  pays  his  workmen  decent 
mechanics*  wiiges,  he  cannot  turn  out  a 
bicycle  for  22s.  6d.  I  have  never  made 
tuq^cles  myself,  but  I  have  dcxie  metal 
wwk,  and  I  know  that  a  bicycle  could  not 
be  turned  out  at  the  price  mentioned.  I 
point  out  that  if  a  spedfic  duty  of 
were  imposed  on  a  machine  invoiced  at 
£5,  the  effect  would  be  to  keep  such  ma- 
chines out    A  man  who  desires  an  im- 
ported machine  wishes  to  have  a  first-class 
bicycle,   which  would  be  sold  at  about 
j^2o,  and  the  duty  of        would  not  put 
the  machine  beyond  him.    A  duty  of  ^5 
on  the  lower-priced  machines  would  pre- 
vent their  sale,  and  the  market  would  thus 
be  kept  for  the  local  manufacturer,  and  if 
he  could  make  a  better  class  of  machine  so 
much  the  better.     However,    when  the 
Treasurer  has  formed  a  base  mercenary 
alliance  with  the  Opposition,  there  is  no- 
thing left  for  a  free-trader  like  me  to  do 
but  to  follow  him.    I  very  mudi  regret 
that  one  by  one  the  old  landmarks  are 
becoming    submerged    in    this  chamber. 
We    find    htMiorable    members  making 
speeches  in  support  of  free  oregMi,  and 
then  proposing  a   duty  of  6d.   per  100 
superfidai  feet,  and  afterwards  declaring 
that  they  do  not  care  a  "  continental  "  how 
things  goi    If  we  intend  to  do  anytlung 
for  this  industry,  we  should  give  it  su(£ 
protection  as  will  enable  the  local  manu- 
facturers of  bicycles  to  pay  dec«it  wages. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Mr.  GlvNN.- — Shall  I  be  in  order  in 
moving  now  that  the  rate  of  duty  be  30 
and  25  per  cent,  ad  val. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  will  see  that  those  are  the  rates 
in  the  schedule. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9.14].— As  the  fixed  duties  have 
been  struck  out,  I  ask  the  Committee  to 
increase  the  ad  val,  rates  to  35  and  30 
per  cent.,  which  will,  I  think,  be  low 
enough.     I  wish  to  move — 

That  after  the  woida  "30  per  cent.,"  the 
words  "  and  on  mod  after  ittb  December,  1907, 
(id  val.  (General  T^fi^  t>3jk^@t9i€  be  in- 
•erted.  *^ 
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The  CHAIRMAN.—As  the  Treasurer 
has  indicated  his  intenticm  of  moving  an 
amendment  to  increase  the  rates  of  duty, 
the  honorable  member  for  Angas  will  now 
be  in  order  in  moving  thc^  amendment 
which  he  indicated. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Gx.yNN)  proposed — 

Thftt  after  tbe  words  "  30  per  cent."  the 
words  "and  on  and  after  iitb  December,  1907, 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff).  30  per  cent.,"  be  iiu 
Kited. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [9.18].— 
I  shall  vote  for  ra{es  of  30  per  cent,  and 
25  per  cent,  on  bicycles,  and  subsequently 
for  rates  of  xo  per  cent  and  5  per  cent, 
on  parts,  which  will  give  a  sufficient  mar- 
gin to  local  makers. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [9.19].— For  the 
purposes  of  future  reference,  I  wish  to  di- 
rect attention  to  the  fact  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Angas,  notwithstanding  that 
he  is  a  free-trader,  has  moved  the  impo- 
sition of  rates  of  30  p»  cent  and  25  per 
cent.  I  shall,  of  course,  vote  for  the 
lowest  duty  proposed ;  but  I  wish  to  em- 
phasize the  fact  that  other  free-traders  be- 
sides- myself  are  not  too  rigid  to  be  unable 
to  vote  for  a  30  per  cent,  duty  at  times. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [9.20].— The  bon- 
orable  member  may  think  himself  rather 
smart,  but  the  rates  which  I  have  proposed 
are  lower  than  those  which  the  Minister 
has  moved.  I  did  not  move  for  lower 
rates,  because  it  would  have  been  futile, 
and  I  wished  to  save  time. 

Question— That  after  the  words  "  30  per 
cent."  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  nth 
December,  1907,  30  per  cent."  be  inserted 
— put.    The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes      ...  ...  ...  31 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  23 


Majority 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Batcbelor,  £.  L. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Brown,  Tilley 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  K. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Frnzer,  C.  E. 
Olvnn,  P.  McM.. 
Hc'dgei,  W.  N. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Knox,  W. 


Ans. 


Liddell,  F. 
Livingston,  J. 
Mahon,  H. 
McWilliami,  W.  J. 

i'^K^,  J-  ^ 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Slorrcr,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers  : 
Atkinson,  L. 
Bow  den,  £.  K. 


Carr,  K.  H. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Kwtug,  T.  T. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  E 
Hutchison,  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mauger,  S. 

Fuller,  G.  W. 

Poynton,  A. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
S pence,  W.  G. 


Nobs. 

McDougall,  J.  K. 
O'Malley,  King 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

TeiUr J.- 
Cook, Hume 
Thomson,  John 

Paies. 

Deakin,  A. 
Mathews,  J. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Sampson,  S. 
Half,  D.  R. 
Harper,  R. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Glynn)  agreed  to — 

That  after  the  words  "  25  per  cent."  the 
words  "and  on  and  after  nth  December,  1907, 
aj  per  cent.,"  be  added. 

The  CHAIRMAN— It  will  not  be 
necessary,  in  the  ciixnmistances,  to  put  the 
amendment  moved  by  the  Treasurer. 

Item  further  consequentially  amended, 
and  agreed  to. 

Item  370.  Children's  Cycles,  ad  va).  (Gene- 
ral Tariff),  2S  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  ao 
per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Humfr— Trea- 
surer) [9.28]. — I  move — 

Thai  the  word  "Cycles"  be  left  out,  with  a 
view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "  Tri- 
cycles." 

The  item  as  it  stands  enables  cycles  of  all 
kinds  to  be  imported  at  the  rates  speci- 
fied, so  long  as  they  are  suitable  for  chil- 
dren; but  many  cycles  used  by  adults  are 
so  small  in  the  frame  that  it  is  difficult 
to  distingvish  between  them  and  cycles  for 
the  use  of  children.  The  intention  is  to 
bring  under  the  item  only  children's  ircm 
tric>'cles. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  371.  Motor  Cycles,  Tricycles,  and  simi< 
lar  vehicles,  n.e.i.,  and  Frames  thereof,  whether 
partly  or  wholly  finished,  each  (General  Tariff), 
/.lo  los.  or  ad  val.  '^o  nc  cent.;  (United  King- 
dom), each  j^to  or  ad  val.  35  per  cent.,  whicE- 
ever  rate  returns  tbe  higher  duty. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [9.31]. — I  desire 
to  know  whether  the  Treasurer  will  accept 
on  this  item  the  same  duties  we  have  im- 
posed on  bicvc^,||§^(3^{^t.  and 
25  per  cent?  o 
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Sir  WixxiAH  Lyme. — I  am  forced  to  cm- 
sent  to  such  a  prc^)osaI.     It  is  not  because 

I  like  it  that  I  accept  it 

Mr.  PAGE.— I  am  glad  that  the  Trea- 
surer has  agreed  to  my  proposal.  By  doing 
so  he  has  saved  a  good  deal  of  time.  I 
move — 

That  the  words  "each  £io  tos."  and  "£io" 
be  left  out. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendments  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lvne) 

agreed  to — 

That  the  words  "or"  and  "whichever  rate 
returns  the  higher  fluty "  he  left  out. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  373.  Cycle  Tubing  and  Fork  Sides  in 
the  rough ;  Liners,  including  Bent  Tubing  not 
Brazed  or  Plated,  ad  val.  (General  Tarifi),  5 
per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  free. 

Amendments  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  word  "Plated"  a  semicolon, 
and  the  word  "  Balls,"  be  inserted. 

I'hat  after  the  words  "  5  per  cent.,"  the  words 
"and  on. and  after  iith  December,  rgo?,  free," 
be  inserted. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Item  37J.  Perambulators  and  Gv-carts,  and 
parts  thereof  n.e.i.,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  35 
per  cent.;  (United  Kinedom),  30  per  cent." 

Mr.  JOSEPH  cook  (Parramatta) 
[9-35]* — I  propose  to  move  that  the  duty 
under  the  general  Tariff  be  20  per  cent. 
I  hope  that  no  argument  is  necessary  to  ccmi- 
vince  the  Committee  of  the  desirableness  of 
such  a  reduction.  It  simply  means  a  re- 
turn to  the  old  rate  of  duty. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9.36]. — I  trust  that  the  Committee 
will  not  agree  to  such  a  reduction.  I  am 
piepared  if  the  Committee  is  favorable  to 
reduce  the  duties  to  30  per  cent,  and  25  per 
cent. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Make  them  25 
percent,  and  2o  percent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.—Certainly  not. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [9.37].— This  item 
affects  the  weaitliy  classes  of  the  community 
not  so  much  as  it  does  the  poorer  sections. 
Perambulators  and  go-carts  are  used  mostly 
by  the  middle  and  poorer  classes,  for  our 
wealthy  citizens  have  other  means  of  CCMI- 
veyance  for  their  infants.  I  am  surprised 
that  a  Government  which  proposes  to  ex- 
ix;nd  ^200,000  to  encourage  immigration  is 
prepared  to  impose  a  prohibitive'  tax  upon 
^he  perambulators  and  go-carts  of  the  risinrr 
;;eneration. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [9.38].— We  have 
already  agreed  to  a  duty  of  35  per  cent,  on 


furniture,  and  I  fail  to  see  why  we  should 
differentiate  between  furniture  and  peram* 
bulators.  The  Government  {Koposal  is  a 
very  fair  one. 

Mr.  PALMER  (Echuca)  [9.39].— We 
have  imposed  a  dutv  of  25  per  cent  on 
children's  tricycles,  which  are  mere  toys,  and 
I  do  not  think  we  should  impose  duties  of 
35  per  cent,  and  25  per  cent  on  go-carts 
and  perambulators,  which  are  infinitely 
more  important  and  useful. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook)  put — 

That  after  the  words  "35  per  cent."  the 
words  "and  on  and  after  nth  December,  T<jp7, 
ad  val,  (General  Tariff),  25  per  cent.,"  be  in- 
serted. 


Question  put. 
Ayes 

Noes  ... 
Majcmty 


Atkinson,  L. 
Batchelor,  £.  T.. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Brown,  Til  ley 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  R. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
FoxtoD,  Colonel 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Glynn,  F.  McM. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  Hans 


The  Committee  divided. 
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Atib. 


Johnson,  W.  E. 
Liddell,  F. 
Livingston,  J. 

Pige,  J.  ' 
Palmer,  A.  C. 

Sinclair,  H. 
Thomson,  Du(;ald 
Willis,  Henn 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

Tellers: 
Archer,  E.  W. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 


Noes. 


Bamford,  F.  W. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Aoitin 
Coon,  J. 
Kwing,  T.  T. 
Foster.  F.  J. 
Groom,  I,.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W*. 
Lyne,  Sir  Williani 
Malonev,  W.  R.  N. 
Manger,  S. 


Fuller,  G.  W. 
Fvsh,  Sir  Philip 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Poynton,  A. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Wilks,  W.  H. 


McDougall,  J.  E. 
O'Mallcy.  King 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sfitncc,  W.  C. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Walkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellert. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Cook,  Hume 


Pairs. 


Deakin,  A. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Mahon,  H. 
Mathews,  ). 
Sampson.  S, 
Webster,  W. 


Question  so  resolved  in 
Amendment  negatived. 
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Amendment    <by    Sir  Wiluam  Lyne) 

proposed — 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  iitb  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  Til.  (General  Tariff),  30  per 
cent. ;  (United  Kingdom],  aj  per  cent.,"  be 
added. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[9.46]. — I  COTgratulate  the  Committee  on 
admitting  children's  tricycles,  which  are 
playthings,  at  20  per  cent.,  aod  taxing 
perambulators  at  30  per  cent. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Item  374-    Perambulator  or  Go-cut  Body  and 

Under-gear.  each  (General  Tariff),  58.  3d. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  5s. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne) 
prc^wsed — 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  iith  De- 
cember, 1007.  »d  Tal.  (General  Tariff),  ao  per 
cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  t$  per  cent.,"  be 
added. 

.  Mr.  TUDOk  (Yarra)  [9.48]-— I  thinE 
the  Committee  have  made  an  error  regard- 
ing this  and  the  last  item.  The  words 
"and  parts  thereof"  should  have  been 
transferred  from  the  last  item  to  this,  and 
"  perambulator  and  go-cart  body  "  should 
have  been  in  the  otner  item,  both  items 
carrying  ad  valorem  duties.  I  believe  that 
certain  parts  of  these  vdiicles  are  not  made 
here.  There  was  a  great  discussion  in  the 
press  when  the  Tariff  was  introduced  as 
to  whether  the  under  gear  was  <x  was  not 
made  here.  I  am  not  sure  now  whetiwr 
it  is  made  here  or  not,  but  at  any  rate 
the  parts  should  not  be  dutiable  at  as  high 
a  rate  as  is  the  finished  article. 

Mr.  Maucer.  —  "Tiger"  Gardiner 
makes  them. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  believe  that  Councillor 
Gardiner,  of  North  Melbourne,  does  make 
some  parts  of  perambulators.  If  this  item 
is  made  dutiable  at  a  lower  rate  than  the 
previous  aie»  I  suggest  that  the  Treasurer 
should  make  inquiries  and,  if  he  finds 
that  theie  is  an  anomaly,  have  it  rectified 
in  another  place. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9.50]. — The  hcMiorable  member  for 
Yarra  spoke  to  me  about  this  matter  during 
the  last  division.  I  did  not  know  before 
that  there  was  likely  to  be  an  anomaly, 
but  I  will  take  acti<xi,  either  here  or  in 
another  place,  to  transfer  "parts"  from 
the  previous  item  to  this  item,  if  I  can  pos- 
sibly do  so. 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Item,  as  am^ed.  agreed  to. 


Item  375.  Cycle  parts  plated,  braxed, 
enamelleo  or  permanently  joined  (isclading 
chains);  Cycle  Accessories,  and  Parts  thereof, 
including  Cyclometers,  Steel  Trouscr  Cltpi, 
Steel  Toe  Clips,  and  Bands,  Parcel  Canien, 
Inflators,  Inflator  Clips  and  Coimexionii  Bells, 
Saddle  Coven,  Tool  Bags,  Repair  Outfits,  and 
the  like,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  25  per  cent ; 
(United  Kingdom),  ao  per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9.51]. — I  wish  to  leave  out  "chains," 
and  insert  "rims";  and  before  "saddle 
covers"  to  insert  "saddles  and." 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [9.5a].— The 
Minister  should  omit  "chains."  They 
were  specifically  menticmed  as  being  free 
in  the  last  Tariff.  Even  in  Great  Britain 
very  few  firms  are  engaged  in  making 
them.  It  is  specialized  wwk,  and  th^ 
should  be  included  in  the  next  item  at  a 
lower  rate  of  duty. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [9.53]. — I  hope 
the  Minister  will  strike  out  cyclometers, 
which  are  not  made  here.  This  will  be 
only  a  revenue  duty  on  them.  They  should 
be  put  (Ml  the  free  list. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [9.54].— 
There  is  no  jwetenoe  Uiat  a  ntunber  of 
articles  in  this  item  are  made  here  or  are 
likelv  to  be  made  here. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyme. — I  intend  to  propose 
duties  of  15  and  xo  per  cent. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— That  will  be 
purelv  a  revenue  duty  (xi  necessary  parts 
which  are  not  made  here,  and  which  snould 
come  under  the  next  item.  I  refer  parti- 
cularly to  chains,  cyclometers,  and  in- 
fiators.  The  rest  of  these  articles  can  be 
made  here. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [9.55]  — I  believe 
that  chains  in  the  length  are  free,  but  that 
these  chains  are  taxed  as  accesscwies  at  20 
per  cent.  I  am  informed  by  an  importer 
that  that  is  the  way  the  Tariff  is  adminis- 
tered. Consequently,  if  we  desire  to  make 
chains  free  it  will  be  necessary  to  alter  this 
item  to  read  "  not  including  <*ains,"  rather 
than  to  strike  out  tfie  wwds  "including 
chains." 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  propose  to  put 
rhains  into  the  next  item,  at  a  duty  of  5 
per  cent,  and  free. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— Striking  them  out  of  this 
item  would  not  necessarily  make  them  free. 

Amendments  (by  Sit  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  word  "Chains"  be  left  out,  and  Uie 
word  "Rims"  be  inserted. 

That  the  words  "Cyclometers"  and  "Infla- 
tors"  be  left  out. 
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That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  tiLb  De- 
cemberi  1907,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  15  per 
cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  10  per  cent.,"  be 
added. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  376.  Cycle  Parts,  n.e.i.,  including  Steel 
Bars  for  the  maaufacttire  of  -  Rims;  also  un- 
plated  parts,  namely.  Ball  Heads,  Bottom 
Brackets,  Lugs,  Fork  Ends,  Bridges,  Sprocket 
Wheels,  Balls,  Nipples,  Spokes,  Washeis,  n.e.i.i 
and  Valves  for  Tyres,  ad  val.  (General  Tarifi). 
15  per  cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  10  per  cent. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [10.  i].— I  suggest 
that  the  word  "unplated"  be  struck  out, 
and  "unfinished"  substituted  before  the 
word  "i«uts."  If  the  Treasurer  makes 
inquiries  amongst  his  officers,  he  will  find 
that  the  word  '*  unplated  "  in  this  connexion 
caused  endless  confusion  in  the  Depart- 
ment. Any  part  which  had  the  least  bit 
of  plating  on  it  had  to  fall  under  a  higher 
duty ;  and  I  do  not  think  that  is  the  desire 
of  the  Committee. 

Amendments  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  word  "  miplated "  be  left  out,  with 
a  view  to  insert  in  Ueu  thereof  the  word  "  un- 
finished"  ;  that  the  word  "Balls"  be  left  out; 
that  before  the  word  "Washers"  the  word 
"Spoke"  be  inserted;  that  after  the  word 
"Washers"  the  comma  be  left  out,  with  a  view 
to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  a  semicolon;  that  the 
letters  "n.e.i."  be  left  out;  that  before  the 
word  "Valves"  the  word  "all"  be  inserted; 
that  after  the  word  "Tyre*"  the  words  "Chaint, 
Cyclometers,  Speedometers,  Inflators,  Hubs,  and 
Pedals'*  be  inserted. 

Amendments  {by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
proposed — 

That  after  the  words  "  re  per  cent."  the 
words  "and  on  and  after  nth  December,  1907, 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  5  per  cent.,"  be  in- 
iert«d. 

That  after  the  words  "10  per  cent."  the  words 
"  and  on  and  after  lith  December,  1907 
(United  Kingdom),  free,"  be  added. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [10.7].— I 
think  that  the  word  "  unfinished,"  inserted 
on  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Yarra,  is  not  at  all  suitable,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  these  are  all  finished 
parts,  though  8<»ne  of  them  may  be  un- 
plated. The  whole  object  of  admitting 
these  parts  free  will  be  defeated  if  the  word 
'*  unfinished  "  be  allowed  to  remain. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — We  cannot  go 
back. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Then  I  should 
suggest  that  the  Treasurer  should  arrange 
for  a  recommittal,  or  for  the  necessary 
rectification  in  another  place. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 


Item  377.    Vehicles,  viz.  :  — 

(a)  Boston  Chaises,  Dog  Carts,  Gigs,  Til- 
burys,  and  other  two-wheeled  Vehicles 
on  springs  or  thorough  braces,  each 
(General  Tariff),  /6  12s.;  (United 
Kingdom),  £6  

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [10.10].— Here 
we  have  an  item  with  fixed  duties  only, 
and  I  suggest  that  an  ad  valorem  duty 
ought  to  be  substituted. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — We  might  take  a 
test  vote  an  this  paragraph,  as  to  the  whole 
of  the  vdiicles  in  tlie  divisitm. 

Mr.  WILKS.— That  might  be  done.  Do 
I  understand  that  the  Treasurer  will  con- 
sent to  the  striking  out  of  the  fixed  duties  ? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — No. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Then  I  think  the  divi- 
sion win  provoke  some  debate,  because,  in 
view  of  previous  decisions,  unifonnity 
ought  to  be  preserved.  I  should  be  quite 
prepared,  in  the  case  of  paragraph  a,  to 
vote  for  duties  of  30  per  cent,  and  25  per 
cent.,  which  would  be  an  increase  of  5 
per  cent,  on  the  old  duties. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — In  <me  colimm 
only, 

Mr.  WILKS. — As  an  argument  for  ad 
valorem  duties,  let  me  point  us  that  if  the 
division  be  passed  as  proposed,  a  sulky 
which  sells  at  £14  or  £1^  will  pay 
exactly  the  same  duty  as  a  dog  cart  worth 
£70  or  £So. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — That  is  not  sa 

Mr.  Hume  Cook  How  many  of  these 

v^icles  are  imported? 

Mr.  WILKS.— No  doubt  the  vehicle  in- 
dustry has  progressed  considerably,  and 
there  is  very  little  importation;  biit  that 
CHily  provides  a  reason,  why  the  Treasurer 
should  not  propose  duties  so  high.  Under 
the  old  Tariff,  vehicles  to  the  value  of 
;£2,50o,ooo  per  annum  were  made  in  the 
Commonwealth. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LtNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [jo.13].— Dog  carts,  gigs,  tilburys, 
and  other  two-wheeled  vehicles  are  im- 
ported to  a  larger  extent  than  almost  any 
other  kind  of  vehicles,  and  are  sold  at 
;^io,  and.  scHnetimes  less.  They  are  the 
easiest  class  of  vehicles  to  cMistruct,  and, 
therefore,  an  ad  valorem  duty  would  be 
of  no  avail  Sc«ne  honorable  members  may 
think  the  proposed  duty  high,,  but,  in  my 
opinion,  every  one  of  those  cheap  articles 
ought  to  be  made  here. 

Mr.  Salmon.— The  imported  vehicles 
rattle  to  pieces  in  a  few  months, 

Mr.  WiLKS.— An  jfiSof^.-cul^does 
not  rattle  to  pieces^'m^^*^^ 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  think 
that  dog  carts  will  come  under  this  item, 
but  under  another  designation  of  vehicle. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson— They  must; 
there  are  the  words  "  Dog  Carts." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— However,  I 
should  like  to  test  the  questicHi  whether  the 
duties  shall  be  fixed  or  ad  valorem,  al- 
though, as  I  have  indicated,  I  am  opposed 
to  the  latter  form  of  impost.  The  test 
might  be  taken  on  an  amendment  to  strike 
out  the  word  ' '  each." 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Wiuts)  proposed — 

That  tbe  word  "each"  be  left  out. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [10.15].— I 
would  point  out  to  the  hcmorable  member 
for  Dalley  that  in  order  to  encourage  the 
local  production  of  the  raw  material  of  the 
coachbuilder  we  have  already  increased  the 
duties  formerly  levied  upcwi  buggy  shafts, 
varnishes,  and  quite  a  number  of  other 
articles. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — We  have  im- 
posed an  ad  valorem  rate  upon  buggy 

shafts. 

Mr.  CROUCH. — Yes;  and  previously 
th^  were  admitted  free,  whereas  the^  are 
now  dutiable  at  30  per  cent.  In  the  same 
way,  bent  poles  were'  previously  admitted 
free;  but  they  are  now  subject  to  a  duty 
of  as.  6d.  eadi.  The  ooachbuilders,  there- 
for^,  do  not  now  occupy  the  positicHi 
that  they  formerly  occupied.  The  cost  of 
their  i<aw  material  has  been  increased,  and 
onsequently  it  becMnes  necessary  to  in- 
crease the  duty  upon  the  manufactured 
article.  If  we  desire  to  have  these  vehicles 
manufactured  locally,  \\e  should  retain  the 
fixed  duty  proposed  bv  the  Government. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[10.19]. — It  difficult  to  know  exactly 
what  some  honorable  members  desire  in 
regard  to  the  duties  upon  vehicles.  The 
hmcvable  monber  for  Corio  has  purpwted 
to  speak  on  behalf  of  the  coachbuilders  of 
Austradia.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  request 
from  the  coachbuilders  of  Victoria  and 
New  South  Wales  that  the  duties  levied 
under  the  old  Tariff  should  be  retained. 

Sir  John  Quick. — But  they  desire  to 
have  their  parts  admitted  free. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— They  do  not. 
They  are  quite  willing  that  the  parts  shall 
be  subjected  to  duty. 

Mr.  Crouch. — If  they  got  their  parts 
free  they  would  not  require  any  increase 
in  the  duty  upon  their  manufactuijed 
article. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— In  the  cir- 
cular to  which  I  have  referred  they  de- 


clare that  they  are  quite  prepared  to  pay 
a  duty  upon  a  great  many  of  their  parts. 
If  there  is  one  industry  in  the  Common- 
wealth which  is  able  to  hold  its  own 
against  the  cixnpetition  of  the  w(»:ld,  it  is 
that  of  the  manufacture  of  v^icles. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— Oh,  no. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Treasurer 
evidently  knows  nothing  whatever  abouS 
the  matter. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  know  something 
about  it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— The  total  im- 
portation of  vehicles  into  the  Common- 
wealth for  1906  was  valued  at  ;^9,509. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  hmiorable 
member  will  find  that  the  imports  in  re- 
spect of  other  classes  of  vehicles  during 
that  year  were  valued  at  j£i7St45i. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  figures 
quoted  by  tbe  Treasurer  relate  to  the  im- 
portation of  parts.  I  am  speaking  of  the 
value  of  the  completed  vehicles  imported, 
and  I  have  quoted  the  figures  supplied  by 
the  CustcHns  Department.  The  total  value 
of  the  trade,  I  am  informed,  is 
;^2,5oo,ooo  annually.  Our  coachbuilders 
have  captuiied  that  trade  under  the  old 
rates  of  duty. 

Mr.  Mathews. — We  had  better  wipe 
them  out. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  seems  to  me 
that  they  have  already  captured  the  trade. 
I  hope  that  they  will  continue  to  make  all 
the  vehicles  required  in  the  Commonwealth. 
But  as  that  they  are  already  doing 
that;  it  seems  the  height  of  absurdity  to 
increase  these  duties.  The  specific  duties 
proposed  by  the  Treasurer  are  unreason- 
able. To  associate  fixed  duties  with  values 
which  are  necessarily  varying  is  an  ,act  of 
absurdity.  To  tax  a  vehicle  which  costs 
;^io  at  the  same  amount  as  one  which 
costs  j^^o  or  jQ^o  is  perfectly  prepos- 
terous. I  know  that  fixed  duties  are  very 
convenient  from  the  Custwns  stand-point, 
but  that  fact  should  not  be  permitted  to 
prevent  us  from  doing  justice  all  round. 

Mr.  Mathews. — ^Let  us  impose  an  ad 
valorem  rate  as  an  alternative  to  a  fixed 
duty  and  charge  whichever  rate  may  be  the 
higher. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  is  like  a  sailing  ship,  in  that  he 
wishes  to  set  his  sails  to  catch  every  favor- 
able breeze.  I  trust  that  we  shall  abolish 
the  fixed  duties  in  respect  of  vehicles  and 
revert  to  the  old  rate  of  25  per  cent.,  which 
I  think  will  afford  the  industry  ample  pro- 
tection.    The  Bffi^^^fkfiMics.  prove  that 
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the  industry  is  able  to  stand  against  all  com- 
petition. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [10.25].— I  in- 
-  tend  to  vote  against  the  imposition  of  fixed 
duties  upon  vehicles,  because  I  realize  that 
under  their  operation  those  who  drive  the 
mose  exp^ive  vehicles  would  pav  the 
least.  I  ain  quite  prepared  to  supp(m  an 
ad  valorem  rate  of  35  or  40  per  cent,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  we  have  alreadv  in- 
leased  the  cost  of  the  cwistruction  of  these 
vehicles.  ' 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [io.»8].— With 
the  excq>tion  of  the  very  highest  class  of 
vehides,  sudi  as  barouches  and  landaus, 
and  some  of  the  cheaper  classes  of  bu^es, 
there  is  a  very  small  importaticoi  of  vehicles 
into  the  Comnuxiwealthk  The  reascHi  is 
that  the  f(x^gn  vehicles  are  built  too  lightly 
to  withstand  use  on  Australian  roads. 

Mr.  WiuKs. — ^And  the  frdght  charges  are 
very  heavy. 

Mr.  JOHNSON— Undoubtedly  the  cost 
of  imp6rtati(Hi  is  omsiderable,  because 
vehicles  take  up  a  large  quantity  of  space. 
If  we  compare  the  importation  of  vehicles 
into  the  Oxnmonwealth  prior  to  Federation 
with  the  present  importaticn,  we  ^11  find 
that  there  has  been  a  tremendous  faIling-<^. 
From  the  Statistical  Register  I  gather  that 
in  1900  the  value  of  the  importations  under 
this  heading  was  as  follows: — New  South 
Wales  ;^ii,38a,  Victoria  ;£5,902,  Queens- 
land jQi,4i6,  South  Australia  ;^5,669, 
Western  Australia  ;£i<ii3?  and  Tasmania 
jQgO,  or  a  total  of  /"25,6oo.  From  the 
Trade  and  Customs  Returns  I  gather  that 
the  imports  last  year  fran  the  United  King- 
dc«n  were  valued  at^i,274,  those  from  tbe 
United  States  at  and  those  from 

all  other  countries  at  £20$,  or  a  total  of 
^£9,599.  As  against  this  total  there  were 
rf-exports  to  the  extent  of  ;^92,  which 
rtallv  reduced  the  value  of  the  total  imports 
last  year  to  ^£9,507,  as  against  £25,600 
for  1900.  In  regard  to  the  opinicms  of  the 
coachBuilders,  some  evidence  which  was 
given  before  the  Victorian  TariflF  Board  is 
vpry  interesting  reading  just  now.  It 
shows  that  even  so  far  back  as  then,  when 
the  industry  was  not  in  nearly  so  flourish- 
ing a  condition  as  it  is  in  to-day,  the 
c(»chbuilders  did  not  want  any  more  pro- 
tection. In  fact,  many  of  them  complained 
that  the  high  Tariff  was  really  a  source  of 
irritation  to  them,  if  it  did  not  indeed  in- 
volve them  in  considerable  loss. 

Mr.  Mathews. — ^That  is  a  good  old 
argument,  but  it  will  not  go  down. 


Mr.  JOHNSON.— It  may  not  go  down 
with  the  honorable  member ;  but  mzy,  I  re- 
mind him  that  it  is  evidrace  given  bjr  tiie 
coachbuilders  themselves  ? 

Sir  John  Quick.— What  is  the  name  of 
the  witness? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— It  is  a  case  of  not 
one  witness,  but  several  witnesses.  I  know 
that  if  I  were  to  make  an  ex  par!*  state- 
ment, it  would  not  make  any  impression 
upon  the  honorable  member  for  Melbourne 
Ports  or  the  hcmorable  member  for  Ben- 
digoj  but  surely  they  will  not  refuse  to 
accept  the  evidence  of  those  who  are  in- 
terested in  the  manufacture  of  vehicles. 

Sir  John  Quick.— It  is  the  eridenoe  of 
mere  assemblers  of  parts,  and  not  ot 
a>achbuilders. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— If  the  hccionble 
member  will  be  patient,  be  will  hear  tbe 
names  of  the  ooadibuilders.  On  page  61 
Mr.  Donald  McCall,  coadibuilder,  War- 
racknabeal,  gave  evidence.  Probably  rtie 
honoraUe  member  who  re;M%sents  that  dis- 
trict may  know  the  witness. 

Sir  John  Quick.— He  wants  free  parts. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— He  wants  free-trade 
in  the  whole  industry.    He  said — 

I  think  that  if  coachbuildert  were  not  pfo* 
tected  at  all  they  could  hold  their  own  Eiotind. 
The  coachmiking  industry  does  not  require  any 
protection.  In  New  South  Wales  tbe  coach - 
building  industry  it  one  of  the  most  floorislting. 

In  New  South  Wales  the  coachbuilders  had 
not  protection  to  anythine  like  the  same 
extent  as  in  Victoria.  This  witness  also 
protested  against  duties  on  the  material 
used. 

Sir  John  Quick.— I  thought  so.  He 
wants  free  parts. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  misrepresenting  the  matter.  Mr. 
McCall  wanted  more  than  free  parts.  He 
said  the  industry  itself  did  not  require  any 
protection.  He  protested  against  the  dutv 
proposed  for  that  reason,  and  he  furth» 
protested  against  the  duty  cm  parts. 

Mr.  Salmon. — ^Warracknabeal  was  then 
represented  in  the  State  Parliament  by  a 
free-trader;  but  in  this  Parliament  it  is 
represented  by  an  out-and-out  |»otectiontst. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.- What  has  that  to  do 
with  this  evidence? 

Mr.  Saluon. — Everything.  It  shows 
the  change  in  public  opinion. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— It  cannot  change  the 
sworn  evidence.  I  am  not  quotmg  a 
statement  made  by  any  jone  who  1  was  in 
Parliament,  but  [ig<Wen&eaP^^^»ufa- 
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builder  in  whose  interests  the  duty  was  sup- 
posed to  have  been  imposed 

Mr.  Salmon. — That  is  fifteen  vears  aRO. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— If  the  coachbuilders 
in  Victoria  could  do  without  the  duty  fifteen 
years  ago,  how  much  better  can  they  do 
without  it  to-day,  when  the  trade  is  repre- 
sented to  be  worth  ;£2, 500,000?  Surely 
if  they  could  do  without  the  duty  then, 
they  can  do  without  it  far  better  now? 

Mr.  Salmon. — ^They  were  not  doing 
without  the  duty. 

Mr.  JOHNSON'.— But  the\  wanted  the 
duty  removed.  At  that  time  thev  had  much 
greater  competition  from  abroad  than  fhey 
have  to-dav,  the  importations  having  fallen 
from  ^^25,600  to  /?g,ooo  worth.  To  al!  in- 
tents and  purposes  the  importation  of  these 
vehicles  has  ceased,  so  that  the  local 
makers  have  acquired  practically  a  mono- 
poly of  the  trade  built  up  under  the  old 
duties. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Marvellous. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— These  are  the  bald 
facts,  and  there  is  no  getting  behind  them. 
Let  us  see  what  another  coachbuilder  said 
befcwe  the  Victorian  Tariff  Board.  Mr. 
William  Gibson  Hart,  coachbuilder  and 
agricultural  impl«nent  maker,  of  Roches- 
ter, in  VictOTia,  gave  the  following  evi- 
dence— 

Providing  tlie  duties  were  swept  away  on  all 
the  material  you  use,  would  you  be  prepared  to 
forego  all  duties  on  the  maonfactured  article? 
— Yes,  certainly. 

Yoa  would  compete  aeainst  the  outside  world 
wttbout  any  protective  duty? — ^Well,  I  believe  I 
could. 

Let  me  now  quote  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
John  Donnellan,  coachbuilder,  of  Bendigo. 

Sir  John  QtnCK. — He  wants  free  parts. 
He  is  a  very  decent  fellow,' ahd  a  good 
coachbuilder. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Then  I  presume  the 
honorable  member  will  not  contemptuously 
refer  to  him  as  a  mere  assembler  of  parts. 
He  said — 

I  represent  the  Coacbbuilding  Society.  .  . 
We  maintain  that  the  trade  is  now  so  restricted, 
that  we  have  to  emplor  very  few  hands,  be- 
cause the  public  demand  is  for  a  cheap  article, 
and,  owing  to  the  excessive  duties,  we  cannot 
make  that  cheap  article. 

Mark !  "  owing  to  the  excessive  duties  " — 

The  little  we  can  do,  the  industry  will  not  be 
a  success  to  us  or  to  the  rising  generation.  The 
Tariff  in  Sydney  is  lower  than  in  Victoria ;  the 
consequence  is  that  nearly  every  one  who  has  a 
stake  in  New  South  Wales  h.is  a  cart — novelties 
on  wheels  that  we  know  nothing  of  in  Victoria, 
and  we  cannot  produce  these  here  owing  to  ex- 
cessive duties. 
.  r«c7l 


That  is  the  evidence  of  a  coachbuilder 
who  we  are  assured  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bendigo  is  a  very  decent  and  re- 
liable man. 

Sir  John  Quick.  —  He  must  have 
changed  his  opinion  since  then. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Let  me  now  take  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  J<^  William  Clapham, 
representing  the  Victorian  Carriage  Com- 
pany, of  MelbcMune,  and  appointed  by  the 
coacbbuilding  trade  to  give  evidence  before 
the  Victorian  Tariff  Board— 

You  think  the  present  duties  on  vehicles 
should  be  maintained  ? — No ;  I  am  prepared, 
as  one  of  the  trade,  to  submit  to  a  reduction. 
I  would  make  a  reduction  of  50  per  cent,  all 
round. 

Mr.  John  Stickland,  coachbuikter,  of  Mel- 
bourne, gave  this  evidence — 

Do  you  go  in  for  abolishing  tlie  duty  cm 
vehicles? — I  should  think  seriously  about  doing 
it  personally. 

Do  you  agree  with  the  previous  witness  in  re* 
ductng  them  one-half? — Certainly. 

Mr.  Joseph  D<Minell^,  coachbuilder,  of 
MellxMirne,  and  chairman  of  a  public 
meeting  of  the  carriage  trade,  gave  the 
following  evidence — 

I  understand  the  summing-up  of  your  evi- 
dence, and  I  want  to  know  if  it  represents  the 
whole  of  the  trade;  are  materials  to  be  free  and 
vehicles  free?— No;  I  cannot  say  that  repre- 
sents the  trade.  I  soeak  mdividually  there. 
At  the  meeting,  the  maiority  were  in  favour — 
sooner  than  pay  a  hi^  rate  on  the  materiala— 
of  having  the  goods  (vehicles)  in  free. 

I  could  quote  passage  after  passage  to  the- 
like  effect  front  other  witnesses  in  the  trade 
all  over  Victoria,  if  honorable  members  de- 
sired, but  I  think  that  the  evidence  I  have 
cited  is  sufficiently  convincing  to  showeven  the 
most  ardent  protectionist  that  no  duty  at 
all  is  required.  The  Minister  has  not 
given  any  reason  why  the  old  duty  should 
be  increased,  nor  is  the  increase  supported 
by  anything  I  have  seen  in  the  reports  of  the 
Tariff  Commissiwj.  So  far  as  I  can  learn 
there  has  not  been  any  demand  for  the  ad- 
diticmal  duty.  Therefore  I  shall  do  what 
I  can  not  only  to  oppose  the  increased  duty 
but  to  trv  to  get  a  reduction. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [10.40].— I  sug- 
gest to  the  Minister  that  it  might  save  time 
if  a  test  vote  were  taken  on  this  line. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.' — We  propose  to 
take  a  test  vote  on  an  amendment  to  strike 
out  the  word  "each." 

Mr.  GLYNN. — I  was  not  aware  of  the 
arrangement.  But  in  connexion  with  that 
test,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Minister 
to  make  a  special  provision  in  the  Tariff 


72l*lS  Tanff         [REPRESENTATIVES.]     {VehicUM,  dc). 


Hill.  As  a  rule,  when  we  rentDve  a  duty 
we  insert  words  to  the  effect  that  cm  and 
after  the  following  day  the  article  shall  be 
free,  thus  validating  what  has  been  done 
up  to  that  date.  But  it  is  now  proposed 
lo  strike  the  word  "  each  "  out  of  this  line. 
I  hope  it  will  be  deleted,  bat  with  saving 
words.  If  it  is  deieced,  without  saving 
words,  those  persons  who  have  paid  the 
fixed  duty  up  to  to^v  can  sue  the  Govern- 
ment  for  a  refund,  because  we  shaM  not 
h.ive  validated  what  has  been  done  pre* 
viojsly. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Surety  the  honorable 
member  does  not  propose  to  upset  the  pre- 
vious collections? 

Mr.  GLYNN. — I  have  pointed  out  this 
matter  two  or  three  times.  We  were  per- 
fectly safe  so  long  as  we  provided  that  on 
and  after  the  following  day  the  duty  should 
be  so  much,  but  what  we  are  aiked  to  do 
now  is  to  strike  out  the  word  "each." 

Mr,  DoGALD  Thomson. — But  that  win 
followed  by  a  proposal  to  insert  the 
words  "and  on  and  after  to-day,"  &c. 

Mr,  GLYNN.— If  we  only  strike  ont  the 
word  "  each  "  it  will  mean  that  up  to  to- 
day a  specific  duty  oi  jQ6  12s.  on  each 
vehicle  has  been  wrongly  levied.  What  we 
o'i,^ht  to  do  is  to  provide  that  up  to  to-day 
the  duty  on  each  vehicle  shall  be  j£6  12s,  ' 

Mr.  Page. — It  has  been  done  in  this  way 
in  the  case  of  several  items. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— Yes,  but  it  has  been 
xvrongly  done.  I  believe  that  if  only  the 
word  each  is  struck  out  any  importer 
who  likes  to  sue  for  the  excess  duty  will  be 
entitled  to  recover  it. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Is  it  not  a  Tariff  pro- 
IK>sition  until  it  is  altered? 

Mr.  GLYNN. — It  is  a  proposition  on 
which  the  Government  levy  a  certain  dotv, 
(rusting  to  the  validation  of  that  act  in  the 
<'i:stoms  Tariff  Bill.  For  that  reason  we 
piovide  that  up  to  lo-day  the  duty  shall  be 
so  much  and  after  to-(]a\  so  much,  but  we 
are  now  asked  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  each." 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — We  might  in- 
sert after  "X*"  the  provision  that  on 
and  after  nth  December  the  duty  be  a 
certain  percentage. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— That  is  exactly  what  I 
have  said.  What  we  ought  to  do  is  to 
provide  that  on  and  after  the  nth  De- 
cember the  duty  be  25  per  cent.  If  it  is 
put  in  that  way  the  provision  will  be  per- 
?ctly  valid.  The  Act  which  we  shall 
ass  embodying  the  Tariff  will  validate 


what  has  been  done  in  the  past;  but  as 
the  proposal  stands  at  present  we  shall  be 
striking  out  the  basis  upcm  whidi  the 
specific  duty  has  bem  levied  during  the 
last  few  months. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare)  [10.46]. 
— We  have  two  prants  to  consider,  first  whe- 
ther we  will  depart  from  the  general  prin- 
ciple of  this  Tariff,  and  ad<^t  a  specific 
duty  in  lieu  of  an  ad  valorem  rate;  and 
secondly  what  the  duty  is  to  be     I  am 
glad  to  know  that  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  has   been  centered  upon  the 
issue  whether   we   shdll   adopt    an  ad 
valorem  rate  instead  of  a  specific  duty. 
The  pcunt  raised  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Angas  may,  I  think,  be  met  in  the 
way  he  suggests,  or  by  adc^ting  the  sug- 
gestion   of    the   honorable   member  for 
Dalley,  and  testing  the  feeling  of  the  Com- 
mittee upon  the  question  of  eUminatii^  the 
word  "  each."     If  the  word  is  struck  out 
we  might  insert  the  provision  that  on  and 
after  nth  December  an  ad  valorem  rate 
be  imposed.    With  req>ect  to  the  question 
of  ^>eafic  duties,^  as  against  an  ad  valorem 
duty,  I  invite  ^  xttentkxi  of  the  Con- 
Boittee  to  the  fact  that  practically  the  de- 
cisioQ  of  the  Ccuounittee  so  far  has  been 
adverse  to  the  adc^tion  of  specific  duties. 
In  addition,  the  coachbuilders  themselves 
who  are  primarily  affected  are  in  favour  of 
an  ad  valorem  rate,     t  find  from  a  cir- 
cular which  they  have   issued   that  the 
Master   Coachbuilders  and  Wheelwrights* 
Association   felt   so  much   interested  in 
this  particular  matter  that,  after  the  trade 
in  Victoria  and  New   South  Wales  had 
considered  it.  they  held  a  confereiK:e  in 
Melbourne,  with  the  object  of  making  cer- 
tain representations  to  the   Minister.  I 
find  that  they  were  unanimously  in  favour 
of  an  ad  valorem  dutv  as  against  a  specific 
rate.     When  a  previous  item  was  under 
consideration  it  was  proposed  to  place  a 
specific  duty   on  shafts,   poles,   and  10 
forth,  but  the  Committee  decided  to  eli- 
minate the  specific  duty,  and  impose  an 
ad  valorem  rate.     I  think  honorable  mem- 
bers will  be  wise  in  continuing  the  pcriicy 
thus  initiated  in  regard  to  the  item  under 
review.    The  Minister  seems  to  be  afraid 
that  a  numbnr  of  importatitms  of  manufac- 
tured buggies  or  conveyances  of  different 
kinds  would  enter  into  serious  competition 
with  the  local  manufacturers  if  the  specific 
duties  were  abolished.     The  best  authori- 
ties on  that  point  are  the  manufacturers 
themselves.     In   their  drciUar  they  sajr 
that  the  annual  ccnsumption  of  carriages. 
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waggons,  drays,  and  so  forth  aooounts  to 
no  less  a  sum  than  ;£2, 000,000,  or, 
including  repairs,  ^£2, 500,000  per  annum. 
On  that  large  amount  of  consumpti<Mi  the 
imports  that  entered  into  competition  last 
year  have  been  reduced  to  less  than 
^10,000.  According  to  the  Minister's  re- 
turns, the  imports  for  the  year  1906  were 
only  X9.500.  The  honorable  member  for 
Lan^  has  infonned  the  Committee  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  Commonivealth  statistics, 
prior  to  the  introduction  of  the  firrt  uni- 
form Tariff  the  importations  amounted  to 
something  like  £25,600. 

Mr.  Chanter. — That  was  because  of  the 
^ree  importations  into  Xew  South  Wales. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— The  6gures 
were  partly,  but  not  wholly,  accounted  for 
by  the  free  importation*  into  New  South 
Wales.  The  total  imports  into  New  South 
Wales  were  about  ;^ii,ooo  out  of  a  total 
of  ;^^5,ooo.  Since  the  imposition  of  the 
dutv  of  25  per  cent,  under  the  old  Tariff, 
the  imports  have  been  reduced  down  to  the 
very  small  figure  of  ;^9>5oo  in  a  total 
consumpticm  of  ^£2, 500,000  per  annum. 
Those  figures  show  how  completely  the 
local  manufacturers  have  captured  the 
trade,  and  that  they  have  nothing  to 
fear  from  importations  on  the  basis  of  the 
old  Tariff.  The  members  of  the  trade  who 
have  issued  this  circular,  indicate  that  they 
wish  to  have  the  whole  matter  adjusted  on 
an  ad  valorem  basis.  The  circular  is 
signed  bv  F.  Skinner,  W.  H.  Stevens,  Dan 
White,  F.  C.  Wilmot,  and  J.  W.  Waring, 
on  behalf  of  the  Master  Coachbuilders  and 
Wheelwrights'  Association  of  Victoria,  and 
by  Mr.  G.  H.  Olding,  On  behalf  of  a 
special  meeting  of  Sydney  Master  Coach- 
builders,  held  on  23rd  August,  1907.  Mr. 
Olding  also,  I  am  informed,  represented 
eighteen  leading  coachbuilders  of  New 
South  Wales,  who  do  not  belong  to  the 
association,  but  who  ctHnmlssioned  him  to 
represent  their  views  as  being  identical 
with  those  of  the  Association.  In  addition, 
if  the  evidence  taken  before  the  Tariff 
Commissicm  be  examined,  it  will  be  found 
that  testimony  was  tendered  on  behalf  of 
the  South  Australian  association  identical 
with  the  recommendations  of  the  conference. 
In  view  of  this  expert  evidence,  I  trust 
that,  first  of  all,  the  Committed  will  adopt 
the  ad  valorem  method  in  preference  to  the 
specific  duty  proposed  by  tbe  Treasurer. 
The  great  injustice  that  will  be  inflicted  hv 
the  adoption  of  the  Minister's  proposal  is 
that  the  cheaper  conwyances  will  bear  the 


same  amcKint  of  taxation  as  will  the  more 
expensive  ones.  No  distinction  is  drawn : 
and  that  means  that  the  taxation  will  fall 
heavier  upon  those  who  are  compelled  to 
use  the  cheaper  conveyances,  such  as 
sulkies,  dogcarts,  and  spring  carts,  which 
are  generally  used  in  the  country  districts 
rather  than  m  the  cities,  and  especially  by 
graders  and  settlers,  to  do  their  lighter 
work. 

Mr.  GROOM  (Darling  Downs)  [10.59]. 
— ^The  honorable  member  for  Dalley  asks 
the  Committee  to  agree  to  omit  the  word 
"each."  and  to  impose  a  fixed  duty. 
I  und^stand  that  the  honorable  member 
desires  first  of  all  to  test  the  principle 
whether  we  shall  have  an  ad  valorem  or  a 
fixed  duty.  Hk  idea,  therefore,  is  to 
eliminate  the  word  "each,"  but  it  governs 
the  whole  item,  and  I  point  out  that  to 
protect  the  revenue  it  is  necessary  to  keep 
the  item  intact.  It  would  be  better  to 
test  the  question  in  some  oflier  way. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  think  that  the 
sense  of  the  Committee  can  be  ascertained 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Dalley  mov- 
ing to  insert  the  words  "ad  vaUrem" 
after  the  figures  "  £6."  If  that  be  agreed 
to  an  amendment  can  be  submitted  to  the 
effect  that  on  and  after  iith  December,  the 
duty  be  so  and  so. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

AmendmMt  (by  Mr.  Wilks)  proposed— 

That  after  the  Agurc  "j£6,"  pusgraph  A, 
the  words  "  and  00  -and  after  nth  E)ecember, 
1907,  ad  val.,"  be  inaerted. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [11.4]-— 
Having  heard  the  arguments  on  this  item, 
and  in  view  of  the  decision  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  apply  an  ad  valorem  duty  to 
bicycles,  I  feel  disposed  to  vote  for  the  im- 
position of  an  ad  valorem  duty  in  this  case. 
With  a  view  to  the  speedy  settlement  of 
the  question.  I  should  be  prepared  to  vote 
for  duties  of  35  per  cent,  and  30  per  cent. 

Mr.  Wilks.— That  is  what  I  intend  to 
propose. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11. 6]. — Apparently  honorable  mem- 
bers have  made  up  their  minds  that  we 
should  impose  ad  valorem  instead  of  fixed 
duties  on  this  item.  That  being  so,  it  is 
useless  to  spend  time  in  further  discussing 
the  matter,  and  I.  therefore,  pro|JL«e  10 
move  the  imposition  of  duties  of  35  per 
cent,  and  30  per  cent. 

Mr.  Batchelor.— -That  will  do. 

Sir  WILLI AMgliYNBv^When  the  item 
of  bicvcles  was  under  consideration  I  felt, 
as  I  feel  now,  that  it  would  be  very  much 
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4)etter  to  apply  spedfic  duties,  and  I  wish 
the  Committee  now  to  arrive  at  a  decinon 
that  will  cover  the  whole  of  the  paragraphs 
in  the  item  with  which  we  are  dealing.  _  If 
the  honorable  member  for  Dalley  will  with- 
<]raw  his  amendment,  I  shall  move  in  the 
direction  I  have  indicated. 

Mr.  Mathews. — What  is  the  use  of 
duties  of  35  per  cent,  and  30  per  cent.  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— There  is  no 
chance  of  our  carrying  a  fi«d  duty. 

Mr.  Mathews. — I  must  admit  (hat  in  a 
free-trade  House  it  is  hardly  wwth  while 
oideavouring  to  do  so  t 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— When  the  item 
of  bicycles  was  under  consideration,  I  was 
attacked  for  proposing  what  I  thought  the 
Committee  would  agree  to — the  imposition 
of  a  fixed  duty  instead  of  an  ad  valorem 
one.  It  has  been  clearly  shown  during  this 
debate  that  there  is  no  likelihood  of  our 
carrying  a  specific  duty  in  ccxinexicHi  with 
this  item,  and,  that  being  so,  I  shall  pro- 
pose duties  of  35  per  cent,  and  30  per  cent. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Williau  Lyke) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  figure  "£6"  the  words  "and 
on  and  nfter  nth  December,  1007,  ad  val. 
{General  TarifT),  per  cent. ;  (United  King, 
dom),  io  per  cent.,"  be  inserted. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  (a).  Buggies,  four-wheeled  Wag- 
lions,  for  carrying  goods :  Waggoas,  single  or 
xlouble-seated ;  Waggoni,  Express ;  without  tops, 
mounted  on  springs  or  thorough  braces,  each 
(General  Tariff),  £^  181: ;  (United  Kingdom), 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hum^Trea- 
surer)  [11.10]. — Under  the  Tariff  of  1902 
-a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  was  imposed  <hi  tnese 
vehkles.  I,  therefwe,  ptopose  to  move 
duties  of  35  per  cent,  and  30  per  cent,  in 
the  case  of  paragraphs  B,  c,  d,  and  e.  I 
-move — 

That  after  the  figure  "  £g"  (he  words  "and 
on  and  after  nth  December,  1907,  ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  3^  per  cent. ;  (United  King- 
dom), 30  per  cent.,"  be  insetted. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  (c).  Hansom  Cabs;  Single  and 
double-sealed  Waggons ;  Waggonettes ;  Four- 
wheeled  Buggies ;  with  tops,  each  (General 
TarifT),  £13  4s. ;  (United  Kingdom),  /12. 

Amendment   (by   Sir  Wiluah  Lvne) 

agreed  to — 

Tli^t  after  the  figures  "  £t3 "  the  words 
"  .mil  on  and  afler  nth  December,  iqoj,  ad 
val.  (General  Tariff),  i;  per  cent;  (United 
Kinndom),  30  per  cent.,"  be  inserted. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 


Paragraph  (d).  Onmibuae*  and  Coaches  for 
carrying  mails  or  passengen,  each  (General 
Tariff),  £27  los. ;  (United  Kingdom),  ^^25. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wxluau  Lyme) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  figures  "  £3^ "  the  word* 
"and  on  and  after  nth  December,  1907,  ad 
val.  (General  Tariff),  15  per  cenL;  (United 
Kingdom),  30  per  cent.,"  be  inieited. 

Paragraph,  as  amoided,  agreed  ta 

Paragraph  (c).  Barouches,  Broughamii 
Drags,  Landaus,  Mail  Phaetons,  Victorias,  eadi 
(General  Tariff),  £44;  (United  Kingdom),  ^^40. 

Amendment  ^y  Sir  Wiluah  Lvnb) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  figures  "  £^o "  the  words 
"and  on  and  after  iitb  Decemher,  1907,  ftd 
val.  (General  Tariff),  35  pet  cent. ;  (Ul^ted 
Kingdom),  30  per  cent.,"  be  inserted. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  (F).  Alt  Carts  and  Waggooi 
{without  springs)  and  Spring  Carts  and 
Spring  Drays,  with  two  wheels,  ad  val.  (Gene- 
ral Tariff),  30  per  ceot^  (United  Kingdom),  30 
per  cent. 

Amendment   (by   Sir  Wxzxiah  Lvne) 

proposed — 

That  after  'the  words  "20  per  cent.,"  the 
words  ■' ;md  on  and  after  nth  December,  1907, 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  35  per  cent.;  (United 
Kingdom),  30  per  cent.,"  be  inserted. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (KalgoorUe)  [11.13].— 
The  protecticmist  section  of  the  Tariff 
Commission  recommended  a  lower  duty 
than  existed  in  respect  of  this  paragraph 
under  the  old  Tariff. 

Mr.  Storrer. — In  dealing  with  the 
other  paragraphs,  we  have  departed  from 
their  recommendations. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— That  is  so;  but  for  the 
most  part  their  recommendations  were  for 
fixed  duties  on  v^icles,  although  an  ad 
valorem  duty  was  recommended  in  respect 
of  this  paragraph. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Because  we  have  in 
this  case  a  generalization  of  items. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  protectionist  sec- 
tion of  the  Tariff  Commission  must  have  bad 
good  reason  for  proposing  that  the  old  duty 
should  be  reduced. 

Sir  John  Quick. — That  may  be  an  an- 
omaly, or  the  result  of  a  mist^e. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  must  admit  that 
waggons,  caris,  and  drays  are  largely  made 
in  Australia.  If  the  Chairman  of  the 
Tariff  Commission  thinks  that  a  mistake 
has  been  made,  I  will  accept  his  assurance. 

Amendment  agreed  to^  ^ 

Mr.  McWILLlkwS  (Fiihklin)  [11.16]. 
— I  think  that  some  consideratitxi  should 
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be  given  to  the  carter,  who  under  this  item 
will.be  charged  on  the  ordinary  tip 

dray. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^There  is  keen  compe- 
titicm  in  the  manufacture  of  these  vehicles, 
and  that  will  keep  down  prices. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— In  most  of  these 
cases  it  is  the  Tariff  that  relates  prices. 
I  think  that  30  per  cent,  is  too  heavy  a 
duty  to  impose  on  a  means  of  earning  a 
livelihood. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  (G).  All  Carriagei  or  Convey- 
aaces,  a.«.i.,  Hand  Trucks  and  parts  n.e.i.  of 
Vehicles,  including  Axles  and  Springs  when  im- 
ported separately,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  35 
per  cent. ;  (United  Kiagdom),  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [i  i .  18].— I 
move — 

That  the  words  "  including  Axles  and  Springs 
when  imported  scparatelv,"  be  left  out, 

In  the  Did  Tariff,  axles  and  springs  were 
dealt  with  separately,  being  dutiable  at  15 
per  cent  I  do  not  suggest  that  we  should 
go  back  to  the  old  duty,  but  I  am  of 
opinion  that  in  this,  as  in  the  old  Tariff, 
we  should  differenliate  between  the  raw 
material  and  the  finished  article.  Car- 
riages and  conveyances  might  well  be 
dutiable  at  the  rate  set  down,  but  axles 
and  springs  should  be  taxed  at  a  lower 
rate.  We  should  give  the  same  treatment  to 
axles  and  springs  as  to  buggy  parts.  Axles 
are  imported  in  halves  or  "  arms,"  and  are 
welded  together  and  adapted  to  the 
various  widths  of  vehicles  by  the  local 
coachsmiths. 

Mr.  Stobher.— It  would  give  more  work 
if  they  were  made  here. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  would  give  more 
work  if  the  honorable  member  had  to  row 
to  Launceston  instead  of  travelling  there 
by  steamer. 

Mr.  WILKS. — Axles  are  raw  material 
to  coachbuilders,  who  should  be  able  to 
obtain  them  as  cheaply  as  possible.  There 
are  at  least  180  different  patterns,  and 
surely  no  honorable  member  will  contend 
that  we  have  here  factories  which  can  turn 
out  so  many  patterns.  I  desire  that  axles 
and  springs  riiall  be  treated  in  the  same 
way  as  buggy  shafts  and  parts.  Springs 
come  out  in  bundles,  and,  of  course,  the 
rates  which  I  wish  to  impose  would  apply 
only  to  bulk  importations.  As  a  free- 
trader, I  am  going  a  great  way  to  meet 
protectionists  in  what  I  have  proposed. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  have  been 
specially  asked  by  coachbuilders  not  to 
agree  to  this  reductioiL 


Mr.  WILKS. — I  have  not  been  invited 
to  move  this  amendment,  but  I  would 
point  out  that  the  right  honorable  member 
for  Adelaide,  a  strong  protecticnist,  made 
a  similar  differentiation. 

Mr.  Batchelos. — ^And  killed  an  indus- 
try. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare) 
[11.33]. — In  ^  communication  which  I  have 
had  frcan  a  large  coachmaker  in  my  elec- 
torate, be  points  out  that  this  item  covers  a 
good  deal  of  material  lued  by  coacbmakers 
which  must  be  imported.  He  says  that  a 
difference  must  be  made  between  the  raw 
material  of  the  coachbuilder  and  the 
manufactured  article,  and  that  a  good 
deal  of  raw  material  which  was 
dutiable  at  15  per  cent,  is  now  dutiable 
at  50  and  25  per  cent.  He  would 
like  to  see  the  old  duty  continued, 
and  suggests  that  this  paragrafrfi 
should  be  subdivided  into  three  secticms, 
the  firat  dealing  with  carriages,  CCHiveyances, 
traps,  and  parts  n.e.i,  and  the  second 
with  vehicle  parts  n.e.i.  not  previously 
fitted  to  any  vehicle.  That  proposal  is 
intended  to  overcome  a  difficulty  experienced 
under  the  old  Tariff,  by  preventing  the  in- 
troduction of  parts  brought  in  so  finished 
that  they  had  simply  to  be  put  togetiher. 
The  third  subdivision  would  deal  with 
axles  and  arms  not  welded  together,  in  lots 
of  not  less  than  a  dozen  each. 

Mr.  Batchelos.  —  This  arrangement 
might  .^uit  his  bunness,  but  it  would  injure 
that  of  others  who  make  axles. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Axles  are 
largely  imported  from  America  and  frcwn 
England. 

Mr.  Page. — Cannot  they  be  made  in 
Australia  ? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— TJie  steel  is 
imported  shaped  ready  for  use,  and  the  so- 
called  making  consists  of  turning  it  into 
shape.  Most  of  the  axles  for  light  con- 
veyances come  from  America,  and  those  for 
large  vehicles  from  England.  There  are 
only  a  couple  of  places  in  Melbourne  where 
axles  are  made,  and  the  making  is  a  very 
little  matter.  The  axle-making  industry  in 
Australia  is  really  a  small  thing,  and  it 
would  be  a  serious  matter  to  penalize  the 
coacEbuilders  of  the  Commcxiwealth,  in 
order  to  protect  it.  The  coachbuilders,  in 
the  county  districts,  at  all  events,  de^re 
to  obtain  axles  and  other  buggy  parts  at 
lower  rates  of  duty  than  are  diarged  on 
finished  vehicles,  so  that  they  may  have  a 
suffident  margin  to  enable  them  to  compet' 
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against  manufacturers  alnroad.  What  is 
required  is  a  dififereiu^  in  the  duty  imposed 
on  parts  which  require  to  be  fitted  together, 
chiefly  on  axles,  and  the  duty  imposed  on 
the  same  parts  when  imported  in  a  com- 
pleted vehicle.  I  hope  the  Minister  will 
agree  to  some  distinction  being  .made  ifx 
iht  protection  of  manufacturers  who  import 
these  parti  as  their  raw  material. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [11.31]— 
The  honorable  member  fw  Calare  cannot  be 
making  his  appeal  in  the  interest  of  the 
consumer,  who  would  not  be  benefited  by 
what  he  proposes,  but  in  the  interests  of 
persons  who  desire  that  the  coachbuilding 
industry,  instead  of  being  an  industry  for 
the  complete  manufacture  of  vehicles, 
should  be  merely  one  for  the  assembling  of 
parts  of  vehicles.  That  is  the  very  thing 
we  should  try  to  avmd.  The  manufacture 
of  axles  was  really  one  of  the  strangled 
industries.  Under  the  legislaticm  of  the 
States  it  enjoyed  a  pretty  high  measure  of 
protection  and  was  well  established,  but 
under  the  1 5  per  cent-  duty  of  the  last  Com- 
monwealth Tariff  its  continuance  was  en- 
dangered. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — There  were  two  factories 
in  Melbounte. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  plant  re- 
quired  is  not  expensive,  and  there  is  no  rea- 
son why  coachtHiilders  generally  should  not 
also  manufacture  axles.  If  we  give  them 
suBkiNit  protection  they  will  do  so,  but 
they  are  unable  to  do  so  with  a  duty  of  only 
15  per  cent.  It  should  be  mentioned  that 
as  a  matter  of  fact  patent  axles,  though 
correctly  described  as  such  when  we  were 
boys,  no  longer  exist,  because  the  patents 
have  run  out,  and  they  can  be  and  are  being 
made  here. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dallev)  [11.34].— In  reply 
to  the  boiorable  membier  for  Boolbby^  I 
have  only  to  say  that  the  protectkmist  sec- 
tion  of  the  Tariff  CcMnmission  recommended 
a  duty  of  25  per  cent. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook)  nega- 
tived— • 

That  after  the  words  "  r>rr  cent.,"  the 
words  "and  on  and  after  nth  Dccerabei,  1907, 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  30  per  cent. ;  (United 
Kingdom),  25  per  cent.,"  be  ndded. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

Th;it  iifter  tlir  words  "  pT  cent,,"  the 
words  "and  on  and  after  nth  December,  1907, 
.n!.  val.  (I'nited  Kingdom),  jp  i»cr  cent,,"  be 
added. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 


Paragraph  (h).    Paiti  of  Carriages— 

[a)  Sets  of  Wheels  (unbored  and  uot^rcd), 
per  set  (General  Tariff),  jjjs. ;  (United 
Kingdom),  jos. 

{b)  Sets  of  Wheels  [bored  and  tyred),  per 
set  (General  Tariff),  498.  6d';  (United 
Kingdom),  4^b. 

{t)  Under  Gear  (including  Axles,  Springs, 
and  Arms),  per  set  (General  Tariff)^ 
66s. ;  (United  Kiogdom),  60s. 

irf)  Btiggy  Hoods,  eadi  (General  Tariff), 
41)8.  6d.;  (United  Kingdom),  455. 

(r)  Carriage  Bodies,  in  the  while,  each 
(General  Tariff),  88a.;  (United  King- 
dom), 80s. 

Amendmoit  (by  Sir  Wiluau  Lyne) 
agreed  to— 

That  an  asterisk  be  inserted  before  sub-para* 
graphs  a  and  b,  with  a  view  to  adding  an  as- 
terisk with  a  foot-note  at  the  bottom  of  page  41, 
reading  "A  set  consists  of  four  wheels." 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare) 
[11.39]' — I  bape  the  Minister  will  be  pre- 
pared to  accept  ad  valorem  duties  in  tbi» 
paragraph. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lvne. — I  intend  to  propose 
them. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook) 
negatived — 

Tkat  after  the  figures  «■  yog.,"  sub-pnragnph  a, 
the  words  "and  00  and  after  nth  December* 

icjo;,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  30  per  cent.; 
(United  Kingdom),  35  per  cent.,"  be  inserted. 

_  Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [11.42].— I  de- 
sire  to  propose  a  reduction  of  duty  to  30 
per  cent,  in  both  columns.  The  Treasurer'a 
proposal  is  altogether  too  high. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  Committee  has 
already  negatived  a  proposal  fw  a  duty 
of  30  per  oeiA.  in  the  first  column. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluau  Lvne) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  figures  "30s.,"  sub-pU-agrairfi  m, 
the  words  "  and  on  and  after  itlb  December^ 

|'hj7,  Ad  vul.  (General  Tariff),  35  per  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  jo  per  cent.,"  be  inserted. 

Amendmwit  (by  Sir  Wiluau  Lyme) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  figures  "45s.,"  sub-paragraph  ^• 
the  words  "and  on  and  after  nth  December, 
1007,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  35  per  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  30  per  cent.,"  be  insetted. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  is  the  mean- 
ing of  the  words  "bored  and  tyred,"  in 
sub-paragraph  bt   I  am  both. 

Amendment   (by  Sir  William  Lyme) 

agreed  to— 

That  after  the  figures  "601.,"  sub-paragraph  e, 
the  words  "and  on  and  after  nth  December^ 
IQ07,  ad  val.  (Genera)  Tariff),  35  per  cent.; 
(United  Kingdom),  30  per  cent.,"  be  inserted. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (ParramattE) 
[11.46]. — Is  there  any  need  for  siacfa  bi|^ 
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•duties  on  buggy  boods?  The  piopqsal  is 
absurd.  A  continuance  of  this  kind  of 
thing  would  make  anytxxly  not  only  tired 
■and  bored,  but  sick  to  death.  A  duty  of 
35  per  cent,  is  proposed  on  one  of  the 
simplest  fcnrms  of  manufacture,  when  we 
have  put  <mly  35  per  cent,  on  some  of  the 
tnost  ccxnplicated  forms  of  manufacture  in 
Australia,  requiring  the  greatest  possible 
^kill  and  ingenuity  in  construction.  I  shall 
propose  duties  of  25  per  cent,  and  20  per 
•cent. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Johnson)  nega- 

•tived — 

Th»t  after  the  figures  "4S».t"  sub-paragraph  d. 
the  wordi  "  and  on  aod  after  nth  Deceoiber, 
i()07,  ad  val.  (Geocial  Tariff),  5  per  cent; 
^United  Kingdom),  free,"  be  inserted. 

Amendm^t  (by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook) 
negatived — 

That  after  the  figures  "45s.,"  sub-paragraph  d, 
<he  words  "and  on  and  after  nUi  December, 
1007,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  25  per  cent. ; 
United  Kingdom),  30  per  cent.,"  m  inserted. 

Amendrnwita  (by  Sir  Wxluam  Ltnb) 

■agreed  to — 

That  after  the  figures  "45S.1"  sub-paragraph  ^, 
<hc  words  "and  on  and  after  nth  December, 
1007^  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  35  per  cent. ; 
<  United  Kingdom),  30  per  cent.,"  be  inserted. 

That  after  the  figures  "80s.,"  sntvparagrat^  e, 
■the  words  "and  00  and  after  nth  December, 
1907,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  35  per  cent.; 
[(Jnited  Kingdom),  30  per  cent.,"  be  inserted. 

Paragraph  (i).  Motor  Lorries  and  Waggons, 
-ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  35  per  cent. ;  (United 
Kingdom),  25  per  cent. 

Sax  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11.51]. — I  move — 

That  the  following  words  be  added  to  para- 
graph  I: — "and  on  and  after  nth  December, 
1907,  (a)  Bodies  for  Motor  Lorries  and  Wag- 
ijons  and  parts  thereof  n.e.i.,  ad  val.  {General 
Tariff),  35  per  cent^  ;  (United  Kingdom),  30  per 
■cent. ;  {b)  Chassis  for  Motor  Waggons  and  Lor* 
lies,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  5  per  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  free." 

Kone  of  these  chassis  are  likely  to  be  made 
here  during  our  time,  but  the  carriage 
part  could,  and  should,  be  made  in  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [11.52].— I  am 
glad  that  the  Treasurer  has  submitted  this 
amendaoent;  but  I  suggest  that  steel 
stamped  panels  which  are  used  tot  the 
stiffening  of  the  seats,  and  are  made  by 
only  one  firm  in  England,  should  be  made 
Aubject  to  the  same  duty  as  the  chassis. 
This  would  encourage  the  building  of  the 
bodies  of  the  car  in  Australia,  which  are 
worth  from  j^^o  to  £6$,  according  to  the 
.style  and  finish. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [ri.53]. — I  think  I  have  made  the 
most  liberal  provision.  There  is  already 
a  reasonable  protection  on  bodies,  aod  per- 
sons who  require  these  little  things  might 
reascmably  be  expected  to  pay  ^  higher 
duty  for  them. 

Amaidmeat  agreed  to. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  (]).  Motor  Cars,  and  parts  there- 
of, tocludmg  tyres  when  accompanying  vehicles, 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  35  per  cent.;  (United 
Kingdom),  25  per  cent. 

Amendment  (by   Sir  Wxluam  Ltne) 

proposed— 

That  the  following  words  be  added  to  para- 
graph I :— "  and  on  and  after  nth  December, 
1907,  Bodiet  for  Motor  Can  and  parts 
thereof  n.e.i.,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff).  33  per 
cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  30  per  cent. ;  {b) 
Chassis  for  Motor  Cars,  ad  val.  (G«eral 
Tariff),  5  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  free." 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [11-55]. — We  have  already  made 
rubber  tiies  dutiable  at  35  per  cent,  and 
20  per  cent.,  and  I  do  not  see  why  they 
should  pay  a  higber  duty  if  th^  aooom- 
pany  the  vehicle. 

Mr.  Harper. — I  suggest  that  the  lan- 
guage of  the  old  Tariff  be  adopted,  so  as 
to  allow  one  set  of  tires  in  free. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  agree 
with  that  suggestion. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  do  not  know  that 
even  one  tire  should  be  admitted  duty  free. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— T^at  is 
one  question,  but  there  is  the  other  question 
of  charging  the  higher  duty  when  die  tires 
acc(Hnpany  the  v^icle. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11.56]. — It  strikes  me  that  if  I 
omitted  the  words  "  including  tires  when 
accompanying  vehicles,"  then  the  duty  will 
refer  only  to  the  cars,  and  tires  will  come 
under  another  item. 

Mr.  Dugald  Thomson.  —  I  do  not 
think  that  would  be  so,  because  the  tires 
will  come  in  as  part  of  the  car.  I  think 
that  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Memda  might  be  adopted. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— If  I  strike  out 
the  words  to  which  I  have  referred,  that 
will  dispose  of  this  duty  on  the  tires,  and  I 
can  mo^-e  a  sub-paragraph  to  make  them 
subject  to  a  duty  of  5  per  cent,  and  free. 

Mr.  PALMER  (Echuca)  [ir.59].— The 
tires  on  a  motor  car  will  come  in  as  part 
of  the  car,  and  be  subject  to  duties  or  35 
and  30  per  cent.  As  a  matter  6f  fact, 
motor  cars  are  acttially  being  made  in  K\»* 
tralia  at  the  present  time. 
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Sir  WiLUAH  Lyme. — Boat  motors  are 

being  made,  but  they  are  not  the  same 

Mr.  PALMER.— I  happen  to  Vnoyt  that 
complete  motor  cars  are  being  made  at 
Tarrant's,  because  I  have  seen  the  parts  in 
the  rough  befwe  they  have  been  put  on 
the  lathe. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  will  withdraw 
my  amendment,  and  submit  one  in  an 
altered  form. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  (by   Sir  William  Lyne) 

proposed — 

That  the  foUowiag  words  be  added  to  para- 
graph J  : — "  and  on  and  after  iith  December, 
1907,  (a)  Bodies  for  motor  cars  and  parts  thereof 
n.e.i.,  ad  Tal.  (General  Tariff),  35  per  cent. ; 
(United  Kmgdom),  30  per  cent. ;  {b)  Chasiia  for 
motor  cars  and  rubber  tyiet  for  one  car,  ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  5  per  cent.;  (United  Kingdom), 
free,"  be  added. 

Mr.  PALMER  (Echuca)  [12.2  a.m.].— 
I  consider  that  the  manufacturers  of  motor 
cars,  to  whom  I  have  already  referred,  are 
entitled  to  a  certain  measure  of  protection. 
I  can  assure  the  Treasiver  that  the  metal 
used  in  their  construction  is  cast  here.  In 
fact,  that  everything  used  in  thdr  manu- 
facture is  made  lieie. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  the  statement 
of  the  honorable  monber  should  prove  to 
be  correct,  I  will  have  the  matter  adjusted 
in  s<»n^  way. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  ta- 

Progress  reported. 

SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 
Motion  (by  Sir  WxLUAM  Lyni)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  House  at  its  rising  adjourn  until  11 
a.m.  to-day  (Wednetdav). 

INFORMAL  PETITION. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  desire  to  inform 
honorable  members  that  my  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  petition  which  was  pre- 
sented this  afternoon  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Kooycmg,  and  which  I  notice 
is  addressed  to  the  Speaker  and  members 

.  of  the  Legislative  Aaembly  of  Victoria. 
It  deals  with  Tariff  questions  throughout, 
but,  as  it  is  wrongly  addressed,  I  have 

-  -  -dered  the  record  of  its  reception  to  be 
ed. 

use  adjourned  at  ia-5  a.m.  (Wednesday). 


%ouse  of  Krprrsnuatibrs. 

Wednesday,  11  December ^  'QOJ. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  11  a.m., 
and  read  prayers. 

EXCISE  TARIFF  (AGRICULTURAL 
MACHINERY)  ACT. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  he  has  noticed  in 
this  morning's  Age  a  comment  by  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Higgins,  regarding  the  action  of  the 
Government  in  connexim  with  the  Ex- 
cise Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act? 
When  dealing  with  an  application  to  the 
Court,  His  Honour  is  reported'  to  have  said 
yesterday — 

If  the  Commonwealth  Government  were  so 
interested  in  these  applications  it  could  have 
come  forward  in  previous  applicatioos  before 
me,  and  not  allowed  trades  unions  and  other 
parties  interested  to  bear  the  whole  expense  of 
bringing  evidence  before  me  to  enable  me  to 
fix  the  standards  of  wages. 

I  desire  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Prime 
Minister  to  that  statement  of  ttie  Judge  re- 
garding the  want  of  action  by  the  Com- 
monwealth Government  up  to  date,  and  to 
ask  if  he  can  communicate  to  the  House 
and  the  country  its  policy  regarding  mat- 
ters as  they  now  stand  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  honorable  member 
will  recollect  that  the  comment  made  by  the 
learned  Judge — which  I ,  of  course,  do  not 
criticise  in  any  way — was  made  in  dealing 
with  an  application  from  the  Government, 
while  giving  reasons  why,  in  his  <^inion,  it 
could  not  complied  with.  The  endea- 
vour of  the  Government  was  to  secure,  as 
far  as  possible,  a  uniform  standard,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  decision  of  the  pre- 
vious Judge  of  the  Arbitration  Court  had 
established  one  standard  of  wages  in  South 
Australia,  which,  in  .some  resipects,  differed 
frcwn  his  own  decisi<m.  The  learned 
Judge's  comment  on  our  application  was 
that  the  Government  had  not  been  r^re- 
sented  on  the  previous  application,  with 
which  he  had  deak.  ■  That  is  perfectly 
trtie.  but  the  Government  was  not  repre- 
sented at  the  application  rai  whidi  his  pre- 
decessor fixed  the  rate  of  wages  for 
South  Australia,  and  there  was  no  sugges- 
tion at  the  time  that  it  required  to  be  re- 
presented. Of  course,  the  question  wbidi 
my  fafmOTable  and  learned  colletgue  had 
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then  to  auisider  was  whether,  in  view  of  the 
judgment  by  the  first  President  of  the 
Arbitraticm  Court,  anything  had  been  dis- 
covered showing  that  it  was  necessary  for 
the  Government  to  intervene.  There 
seemed  to  be  nothing  of  that  kind,  nothing 
in  that  first  judgment.  But  a  new  state 
of  affairs  was  created  by  the  judgment -of 
Mr.  Justice  Higgins,  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  my  honorable  and  learned  colleague, 
made  it  necessary  for  the  Govemmait  .to 
intervene.  I  assume  that  the  learned 
Judge  did  not  oxisider  it  within  his  pro- 
vince^  or  at  all  events,  within  his  dutVi  to 
ccxnment  upon  the  changed  state  of  anairs 
following  upon  his  own  judgment. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Must  it  not  always 
be  that  different  Judges  will  take  different 
<^inions  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber can  ask  a  question  later  on. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— If  Mr.  Speaker  will 
permit  me,  I  will  say,  in  reply  to  the  inquiry, 
that  the  obvious  difficulty  suggested  is  one  of 
the  chief  of  those  which  it  is  the  hope  of  the 
Government  to  meet  by  fresh  proposals.  We 
also  realize  that  so  long  as  the  proceedings 
of  Law  Courts  are  conducted  in  the  formal 
protracted  and  expensive  manner  which  is 
required  for  most  of  their  purposes,  their 
proceedings  when  they  come  to  deal  with 
matters  industrial,  scnne  of  them  relatively 
small,  but  all  requiring  to  be  treated 
by  the  same  ponderous  machinery,  may 
create  a  serious  situation.  Ccaisequently, 
the  proposals  of  the  Government,  which 
probably  will  be  laid  upon  the  table  before 
we  rise  to-day — ray  honorable  and  learned 
colleague  has  just  informed  me  that  the 
final  revise  is  expected  within  half-an-hour 
or  an  hour — will  show  that  it  is  in  order 
to  meet  that  diflicultv  By  other  substantive 
and  substituted  proposals  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  foreshadowing  legislaticm  in  the 
near  future. 

Mr.  Fisher. — In  the  meantime,  does  the 
honorable  gentleman  intend  to  proceed 
with  the  Excise  Procedure  Bill? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  have  already  indi- 
cated that  the  Government  think  that 
Bill  ought  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  House 
bef(M-e  the  Christmas  adjournment.  Of 
course,  we  recognise  that  legal  objectiwis 
may  be  taken,  but  we  think  that  they  should 
offer  no  obstacle,  inasmuch  as  the  House 
cannot  finally  determine  legal  questions, 
especially  when  there  is  a  conflict  of  profes- 
sional opinion. 


Mr.  FRAZER.— Arising  out  of  the  de- 
cision of  Mr.  Justi(%  Higgins,  I  desire  to 
ask  the  Prime  Minister  a  questi(m  regard- 
ing the  following  statement  made  by  Mr. 
McArthur  to  the  Court- 
It  was  desired  by  the  Commonwealth  Govem- 
mcDt  that  the  rates  oi  wages  should  be  uniform 
throughout  the  Commonwcaltb. 

I  wish  to  know  if  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  establish  unifwm  conditicms 
throughout  the  Coomu»iwealth,  irrespective 
of  the  place  of  manufacture? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  instructions  to 
counsd  authorized  him  to  ask  the  Judge  to 
secure  uniformity  in  the  rates  of  wages 
so  far  as  was  practicable,  having  re- 
gard, of  course,  to  dnferences  in  the  place 
in  which  the  manufacture  occurred,  or  to 
any  other  circumstances.  Of  course, 
every  one  desires  uniformity  as  faif  as 
possible,  and  that  is  what  cminsel  was  in- 
structed to  ask  for.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  newspapers  take  special  care  in  report- 
ing the  utterances  of  a  Judge,  but  when 
they  are  summarizing  or  condensing  the  ar- 
guments of  counsel  necessarily  take  much 
more  liberty. 

Mr.  GLYNN. — I  rise  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  a  further  question  on  the  subject. 
I  find  it  rather  difficult  to  understand 
how  a  difference  of  opinion  between  Mr. 
Justice  O'Connor  and  Mr.  Justice 
Higgins  as  to  the  rate  of  wages  * 
creates  a  ground  of  justifiable  interventicm 
by  the  Government,  which  did  not  exist 
when  the  appIicati<Hi  was  made  in  Ade- 
laide. I  beg  to  ask  the  honorable  gentleman 
whether  he  proipases  to  take  the  latest  deci- 
sion in  each  case  as  the  standard  of 
uniformity,  irrespective  of  the  fact  that  it 
may  be  lower  or  perhaps  higher  than  one 
previouslv  prescribed? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  am  in  a  difficulty 
even  greater  than  that  of  mv  honorable 
and  learned  friend  in  perceiving  what  the 
first  statement  he  made  has  to  do  with  the 
questi<Hi  with  which  he  concluded.  How- 
ever, that  is  immaterial.  All  I  have  to  say 
is  that,  as  he  is  aware,  under  similar 
circumstances  a  later  judgment  would  be 
reckoned  of  somewhat  more  value,  even  in 
the  same  Court,  and  by  the  same  Judge, 
than  a  previous  <me.  Inasmuch  as  it  is 
not  the  decision  of  a  higher  Court,  nor  the 
decision  of  a  niunerically  stronger  Court, 
the  iudgmen't  stands. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  it  is  not  a  fact  thaf 
the  Excise  Tai3ff^.A^^@^lgir  from 
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laying  down  any  rule  as  to  uniformity,  pro- 
vides different  meihods  of  ascertaining  what 
are  fair  and  reasonable  rates,  which  may 
lead  to  divCTsity ;  and  that  the  President  of 
the  Court  of  Arbitration  is  not  bound  by 
the  decision  of  any  other  Judge  sitting  as 
President  ?  That  being  so,  how  did  the  Go- 
\ernment  expect  to  be  afforded  an  oppor- 
tunitv  to  obtain  any  rule  of  uniformity  that 
would  be  obligatory  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — In  the  momentary  ab- 
sence of  mv  colleague,  the  Attorney- 
General,  I  think  I  am  correct  in  stating 
that  the  object  of  the  application  to  the 
Court  was  to  obtain  the  Judge's  decision 
on  that  and  several  other  matters  which 
enber  into  cases  of  this  kind.  Even  an 
adverse  decision  may  often  be  a  help,,  in 
view  of  the  possibility  of  our  making  future 
application  in  connexion  with  similar 
questions. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— Will  the  Prime 
Minister  state  whether  it  is  intended  to 
apply  Mr.  Justice  Higgins'  award  to  all 
country  blacksmiths,  and  so  to  place  them 
in  the  same  positi(m  as  that  occupied  by 
large  manufacturers  of  agricultural  im- 
plements? 

Mr.  DE  AK I X  .—The  award  applies 
only  to  blacksmiths  engaged  in  making 
excisable  goods,  and  not  to  the  trade  gene- 
rally. 

Mr.  McWILLIAlSiS— In  Tasmania,  at 
all  events,  prajctically  every  coimtry 
blacksmith  is  making  e«^sable  parts.  I 
wish  to  know  whether  those  who  are  mak- 
ing parts  that  are  dutiable  under  the  Act 
will  be  brought  under  its  operation? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Those  who  are  mak- 
ing excisable  goods  must  come  under  the 
Excise  conditicxis,  but  under  the  proposals 
to  be  submitted  the  least  possible  inter- 
ference will  accrue. 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— I  should  like  (o 
direct  the  attention  of  the  Prime  ^finister 
to  the  fact  that  the  feeling  amongst  the 
manufacturers  is  that  in  signing  the  guar- 
antee bond,  demanded  by  the  Government, 
they  might  be  signing  away  their  legal 
rights  in  respect  of  anv  resistance  to  a 
subsequent  claim  for  Excise  bv  the  Govern- 
ment. If  that  be  so,  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  sav  what  re- 
lief the  Ixmd  demanded  from  the  manu- 
facturers would  give  them  in  the  mean- 
time. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— So  far  I  am  not  aware 
of  anything  in  the  bond  which  deprives 
Vianufacturera  of  any  legal  rights  they 
are  entitled  to  retain  in  visw  of  the  legis- 


lation whidi  has  been  passed.  What  thwe 
legal  rights  are  will  very  shortly  be  deter- 
mined by  the  Courts. 

Mr.  PALMER.— I  desire  to  ask  the- 
Prime  Minister  whether  it  is  seriously  the* 
intention  of  the  Government  to  seek  to  en- 
force the  payment  of  Excise  duty  upon- 
harvesters  made  since  the  ist  January  last, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Government' 
failed  to  determine  what  was  a  reascMiable- 
and  fair  rate  of  wages? 

Mr.  Watson. — I^t  them  pay  what  Mr. 
Justice  Higgins  has  decided  are  fair  and. 
reasonable  wages. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  Government  were- 
not  called  upon  to  determine  what  were 
fair  and  reasonable  rates  of  wages  under 
the  terms  of  the  Act  in  that  case.  They  cer- 
tainly will  enforce  the  payment  of  Excise 
from  the  ist  January,  as  far  as  it  is  pos- 
sible to  do  so. 

Mr.  Palmer. — Then  they  are  goini:  to 
do  a  great  injustice. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  also  desire  to 
ask  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  a 
question  without  notice.  I  obser\-e  in  to- 
day's newspapers  that  it  is  stated  that  the 
Minister  is  going  to  take  vigorous  action 
at  the  end  of  the  week  in  oxinexion  with 
the  harvester  Excise.  I  should  like  to 
know  why  the  Minister  did  not  let  the 
House  kiK>w  that  he  intended  to  take  such- 
action,  and  why  he  has  not  taken  the 
vigorous  steps  indicated  bef<»e  Parliamenr 
is  about  to  adjourn? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— No  delay 
whatever  has  occurred.  We  are  simplV 
watting  for  the  necessary  legal  formalities 
to  be  observed.  Instructions  have  been- 
given  to  go  ahead  as  quickly  as  passible, 
and  we  shall  proceed  as  rapidly  as  the 
necessary  legal  formalities  whidi  have  to 
be  olwerved  will  enable  us  to  do. 

TELEPHONE  ADMINISTRATION. 
Mr.  LIVINGSTON.— I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster- General  if  he  will  take  into  con- 
sideration the  advisability,  with  a  view  to 
securing  further  efficiency,  of  putting  all 
the  telephones  of  the  Commonwealth  under 
one  head? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Many  changes  are  be- 
ing considered,  and  that  amongst  others. 

POST  OFFICE.  GLENFERRIE. 
Mr.  KNOX.— I  beg  to  ask  the  Minister 
representing  the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs 
what  steps  are  being  taken  to  start  the- 
building  of  a  new  post-oflSce  at  Glenferrie^ 
which,  I  may  say.  f|fg^G59^e 
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Mr.  MAUGER.— With  regard  to  many 
of  these  undertakinga  we  have  to  depend 
upon  the  Public  Works  Department  of  the 

State.  They  have  had  this  matter  in  hand 
for  some  time,  and  have  promised  that 
the  plans  and  specifications  will  be  com- 
pleted, and  tenders  called  for,  about  the 
beginning  of  January. 

PROPOSED  TRAINING  CAMP  AT 
HEIDELBERG. 

Mr.  PAGE.— I  wish  to  ask  tiie  Minister 
of  Defence  a  question,  without  iwCioe.  I 
clestre  to  know  whether  he  has  receired 
a  reply  to  a  question  put  by  me  yesterday 
regarding  the  training  of  citizen  soldiers? 

Mr.  EWING.— I  take  it  for  granted 
that  the  honorable  member  refers  to  the 
question  which  he  asked  with  reference  to 
Victorian  troops  going  into  camp  on  l-'oun- 
<lation  Day.  I  have  made  inquiries,  and 
I  find  that  the  statements  made  wi^  re- 
gard to  the  Commandant  were  not  quite 
tx)rrect.  The  Commandant  was  sympa- 
thetic, but  it  was  a  matter  of  monev.  He 
had  no  power  to  grant  what  was  desired. 
It  being  a  matter  of  mcney,  I  brought  it 
under  the  attention  of  the  Treasurer,  and 
he,  seeing  that  what  was  desired  was  a 
national  steip  in  the  right  direction,  and 
that  the  amount  involved  was  a  small  one — 
only  about  ^50 — immediately  said  that 
the  monev  would  be  forthcoming. 
PAYMENT  FOR  SERVICES 
RENDERED  TO  STATE 
GOVERNMENTS. 

Mr.  SALMON.— In  view  of  the  fact 
that  services  performed  by  State  officials 
for  the  Commonwealth  are  paid  for  by  the 
Commonwealth,  I  desire  to  ask  the  Trea- 
surer, without  notice,  whether  he  will  take 
into  early  consideratim  the  possibility  of 
securing  payment  in  cases  where  the  Com- 
nKHiwealth  performs  services  for  the 
States? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.— I  have  received 
information  once  or  twice  that  such  ser- 
Tices  as  the  honorable  member  refers  to 
are  performed.  I  am  not  quite  sure  whe- 
ther some  portion  of  the  work  done  for 
the  States  by  the  Commonwealth  is  paid 
for.  But  the  matter  is  under  considera- 
tion. We  have  been  trying  to  wwk  har- 
mcMiiously  with  the  States  in  every  pos- 
sible way,  and  I  hope  shortly  to  make 
an  equitable  arrangement  by  whidi  each 
party,  State  or  Conunonwealth,  will  be  able 
to  perfwrn  for  each  other  sodi  serrioes  as 
are  required. 


STRIPPER  HARVESTERS. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  desire  to 
ask  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  a 
question  without  notice.  In  view  of  the 
statements  contained  in  this  morning's 
newspapers,  to  the  effect  that  the  remainder 
of  the  Tariff  is  to  be  put  through  in  one 
sitting,  I  should  like  to  know  when  he 
will  be  in  a  position  to  infonn  the  House 
with  r^ard  to  matters  relating  to  stripper 
harvesters,  namely,  the  nun^r  of  imports, 
the  number  of  exports,  and  the  numt^r  of 
harvester  strippers  made  during  the  cur- 
rent year?  I  should  also  like  to  know 
whether  that  information  will  be  made 
available  before  the  item  to  which  it  re- 
lates is  dealt  with? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN— I  shaU  be 
very  glad  to  give  the  hcmorable  member 
as  much  of  the  information  that  he  asks 
for  as  we  have  in  the  Department.  I 
will  at  once  send  across  to  get  it,  so  that 
th^  honorable  member  may  have  it  when 
the  item  to  which  it  relates  comes  up  for 
consideration.  * 

EXCISE  TARIFF  (SPIRITS)  ACT. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  desire  to  ask  a 
question  of  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs  without  notice.  I  wish  to  know 
whether,  from  an  answer  given  by  him  to  a 
question  of  mine  last  week,  it  was  not  un- 
derstood that  the  formalities  in  connexion 
with  the  Spirits  Excise  arrangements  would 
be  completed  this  week,  and  that  he  would 
be  able  to  make  a  statement  to  the  House 
on  Monday  ?  Are  we  to  understand  that 
the  Minister  meant  Monday  next? 

Mr.   AUSTIN  CHAPiUN.— No;  I 

meant  Monday  or  Tuesday  of  the  present 
week.  I  have  a  memorandum  here  which 
shows  the  steips  which  have  been  taken.  I 
may  as  well  read  it — 

Manafacturers  were,  by  insttDCtioni  lo  collec- 
tor on  19th  November,  1907,  afforded  an  oppor- 
tunity of  entering  into  a  bond  or  undertaking  to 
conform  with  any  decision  of  Parliamnt  in  re- 
gard to  payment  of  wages  or  payment  of  Excise, 
provided  that — 

1.  They  paid  the  standard  r§te  of  wages  on 

and  from  8th  November,  1907. 

2.  They    furnished    full   particulars  of  all 

excisable  goods  on  hand  on  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1906,  and  those  since  manufactured. 
It  they  complied  with  these  conditions,  the  col- 
lection of  Excise  would  for  the  present  be  sus- 
pended. 

The  bond  or  undertaking  was  required  to  be 
furnished  within  fourteen  days  o  i  registered 
notice  calling  for  same,  and  oarticulars  of  dua 
date,  are  '""'•"'^S^  hcm^tie^OOgle 
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It  ift  proposeti  in  regard  to  those  cases  where 
the  bond  of  undertaking  is  not  furnished — 
t.  To  at  once  call  upon  manufacutrers  to 
apply  within  seven  days  for  licence  and 
funush  security  under  the  Exase  Act 

IQOI.* 

a.  Where  application  is  not  made,  to  pro- 
ceed forthwith  against  manufacturers 
for  penalties. 

Appended  is  a  statement  showing  the  num- 
ber of  manufacturers  to  whom  notices  were 
issued,  the  number  who  have  furnished  a 
bond  or  undertaking,  and  the  dates  on 
which  in  each  case  the  undertakings  are 
returnable.  In  several  States  they  are  due 
now.  In  all  cases  they  will  be  due  by 
,  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^The  Minister  said 
that  he  would  be  able  to  make  a  statement 
on  Monday  last. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.  —  These 
notices  have  had  to  be  posted  to  the  various 
manufacturers  concerned.  I  have  all  the 
dates  here.  Legal  proceedings  will  be 
taken  against  those  who  are  not  dis- 
posed to  can^  out  the  r^Iatitxis  whidi 
have  been  made,  and  instnictinu  have  been 
given  to  the  Crown  Solicitor'  to  proceed 
against  them.  That  is  all  that  the  Govern- 
ment could  do.  The  delay  has  not  been 
caused  by  any  fault  of  ours.  Not  one  day 
has  been  lost.  Notices  have  been  issued 
from  day  to  day.  But  it  was  impossible 
to  date  the  fourteen  days — the  period  al- 
lowed to  the  manufacturers — from  the  day 
the  notices  were  sent  out.  They  had  to  be 
sent  to  many  distant  places.  The  time  al- 
lowed will,  in  all  cases,  have  expired  on 
Monday,  and  then  legal  proceedings  will 
be  taken  forthwith. 

Mr  BATCHELOR.— I  wish  to  ask  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  whether 
the  result  of  accidental  delays,  on  the 
part  of  officials,  will  not  be  that  the 
Government  will  be  unable  to  take  any 
action  until  after  the  House  rises  for  tl« 
Christmas  adjournment,  and  whether  ■  he 
thinks  in  such  circumstances  the  House  is 
being  fairly  treated? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  can  as- 
sure the  honorable  member  that  even  had 
no  delay  occurred  in  the  issue  of  bonds 
legal  proceedings  could  not  have  been  ini- 
tiated at  an  earlier  date.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  as  a  reference  to  the  schedule  will 
show,  the  delay  occurred  in  only  one  State. 
Action  will  be'  at  once  taken.  The  issue 
of  writs  must  necessarily  occupy  s«ne 
time,  and  po  delay  that  could  have  been 
obviated  has  oxurred. 


KEROSENE  DUTIES. 

Mr.  PAGE.— I  desire  to  ask  tlie  Min- 
ister of  Trade  and  Customs  a  question, 
witlwut  notice.  Has  his  attentkm  been 
drawn  to  a  sub-leader  in  the  Melbourne 

Herald  of  yesterday,  wherein  it  is  stated 
that  ko-osene  oil  has  paid  no  duty  siix£ 
the  introduction  of  the  new  Tariff — that 
the  only  duty  paid  in  Victoria  has  been 
some  £,^  or  ^%  on  account  of  ships'  stores 
—although  the  cmsumers  have  had  to  pay 
increased  prices  for  their  kerosene?  Does 
the  Minister  intoid  to  do  anything  in  the 
direction  of  insuring  that  the  money  paid 
by  ocmsiusezs,  and  which  they  have  been 
robbed,  shall  be  refunded  to  them? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  noticed 
the  paragraph  in  question. 

Mr.  Page. — It  was  a  subl-Ieader»  not  a 

paragraph. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— It  does  not 
matter  whether  it  was  a  sub-leader  or  not. 
When  statements  are  made  in  a  news- 
paper, such  as  the  one  to  which  the 
honOTable  member  refers,  we  ara  bmind 
to  take  notice  of  them.  I  have  asked 
for  information  as  to  what  duty  has  been 
paid,  so  that  I  may  be  able  to  supply  it 
to  hcHiorable  members.  It  is,  of  course, 
impossible  to  prevent  the  Standard  Oil 
Company  frcxn  raising  their  price  if  thev 
like. 

Mr.  Page, — They  have  been  blaming  the 
Tariff  for  the  increase  of  pric& 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Well,  the 
Opposition  have  been  blaming  the  Tariff 
for  everything.  They  blame  the  Tariff  if 
it  does  not  ram  ( 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  wish  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister,  without  notice,  whetlwrr* 
^ine  that  the  duty  has  been  taken -off 
kerosene,  the  Govenunent  will  refund  duty 
paid  on  that  article  to  those  who  have  paid 
it?  It  seems  to  me  that  this  would  be 
just  as  fair  as  the  other  proposal  made. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  take  it  that  the 
h(»iorable  member  wishes  to  ent'cHce  a 
prindple,  and  suggest  remedies,  but  he 
must  be  aware  that  it  is  not  possible  to 
attempt  to  accept  such  a  proposition. 

Mr.  PAGE. — Following  up  the  ques- 
tion that  I  have  just  put  to  the  Minister 
of  Trade  and  Customs.  I  should  like  to 
ask  the  Attorney -General  whether  there 
is  any  means  of  making  these  men  di* 
gorge  the  money  of  which  they  have  robbaf 
the  people?  ,^g,,,,,^GoO§le 
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Mr.  GROOM. — It  is  not  usujl  for  the 
Attorney-General  to  give  legal  opinions, 
especially  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  but 
I  may  say  at  once  that  I  know  of  no  pro- 
cedure to'  acccxnplish  the  object  mentioned 
bv  the  honordsle  member. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  should  lite  to  ask 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Custwns  whe- 
ther it  would  not  be  possible  to  collect 
duty  on  stocks  of  kerosene  in  tins  held 
when  the  Tariff  was  introduced? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— That  is  a 
matter  for  the  House  to  determine.  I  havf' 
rx)t  the  power  to  do  what  the  honorable 
member  suggests ;  if  I  had,  T  sKoula  make 
those  who  Increased  their  prices  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  duty  pay  the  duty. 

Mr.  DUGAtD  THOMSON.— Is  not 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  aware* 
that  the  imposition  of  a  duty  on  kerosene 
in  tins  increased  the  value  of  stocks  in 
hand  when  the  Tariff  was  introduced,  and 
does  he  not  think  that  if  holders  had  con- 
tinued to  sell  at  the  old  rates  others  would 
have  taken  advantage  bf  the  enhanced 
value  ? 

Mr.  Page. — Surely  the  honorable  mem- 
ber does  not  believe  in  the  people  being 
robbed? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  should 
not  be  in  order  in  discussing  that  ques- 
tion. Will  the  Minister  say  whether  it  is 
not  a  fact  that  the  imposition  of  a  duty 
on  tinned  kerosene  made  stocks  on  the 
market  more  valuable,  since  no  other  sup- 
plies could  be  introduced  in  tins  withmit 
payment  of  duty? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Unfor- 
tunately, this  case  is  different  from  others, 
because  there  is  no  competition.  I  under- 
stand that  the  honorable  member  for 
Maranoa  and  others  complain  that  when 
the  Tariff  was  introduced  those  who  al- 
ready had  in  stock  large  quantities  of  Kero- 
sene in  tins  immediately  raised  the  price, 
although  thev  were  not  called  upon  to  pay 
any  duty.  We  are  asked  whether  we  n*^- 
not  take  steps  to  cause  a  refund  of  the  in- 
creased amount  so  paid.  T  wish  we  could. 
If  there  were  such  a  means  we  should  avail 
ourselves  of  it. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Will  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs  ascertain  whether  the 
Colonial  Oil  Com|>any.  which  I  understand 
is  a  branch  of  the  Standard  Oil  Trust, 
has  refunded,  or  pmnised  to  refund,  to 
merchaiits  who  purdhased  kerosene  from 
them,  the  additional  pivx  which  thev 
chared  on  the  imposition  of  the  duty,  and, 
if  so,  whether  those  merchants  have  pro- 


mised to  hand  over  to  the  Department  the 
amounts  so  refunded  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  am 
afraid  that  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  the  in- 
formation which  the  honorable  member 
seeks,  but  I  have  asked  for  all  the  informa- 
ti(Hi  that  can  be  secured. 

Mr.  SALMON. — In  view  of  the  fact 
that,  as  the  result  of  the  extra  price 
charged  for  kerosene  in  tins,  an  enormous 
sum  of  money  has  been  diverted  from  the 
people,  will  the  Prime  Minister  suggest 
to  importers  and  distributors  the  desirable- 
ness of  their  handing  over  to  the  charitaUe 
institutions  of  the  C(»nmonwealth  a  sum 
representing  the  increased  prices  which 
they  have  obtained? 

Mr.  DEAKIX.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber himself  has  probably  called  attenti(xi 
to  his  desire  in  as  effective  a  way  as  pos- 
sible. I  should  be  glad  if  the  penalty  for 
non-compliance  with  his  very  excellent  sug- 
gestion were  of  the  kind  once  descriI)C(l  in 
comic  opera — as  "  scsmething  humorttus; 
something  with  boiling  oil." 

COMMONWEALTH  OFFICES  IN 
LONDON. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Can  the  Prime 
Minister  state  whether  arrangements  have 
yet  been  completed  for  leasing  from  the 
London  County  Council  a  site  for  the  pre  - 
posed  Ctunmonwealth  buildings  in  London  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.  —  "Py  the  last  mail  I 
received  reports  of  a  pathetic  speerh 
bv  the  Chairman  of  the  London  County 
Council,  in  which  he  complained  that  the 
offers  of  the  Commcmwealth,  so  far,  have 
not  come  up  to  expect  aticHis,  but  that  he 
does  not  want  to  break  off  negotiations 
whilst  there  is  a  chance  of  securing  so  de- 
sirable a  lessee.  It  may  be  owing  to  that 
policy  that  we  have  not  yet  received  a  finaf 
answer  to  our  proposal. 

CHRISTMAS  RECESS. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Is  the  Prime  Minister 
>-et  in  a  position  to  state  definitely  on  what 
day  the  House  will  rise  for  the  Christmas 
adjournment  ?  - 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  can  tell  tlie  honor- 
able member  on  what  day  the  H<jusc  wiil 
meet  again. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  wish  to  obtain  definite 
information  so  that  we  may  make  our  ar- 
rangements. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  honorable  member 
can  form  as  good  an  opinion  as  any  cHie.  1 
hope  that  we  shall  rise  this  week;  the  mat- 
ter is  in  our  own  hands.^^o^lppg  as  we 
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dispose  of  the  business,  the  sooner  we  ad- 
journ the  better.  » 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister,  without  notice,  whether  be 
is  yet  in  a  position  to  make  a  statraient 
as  to  ^she^  the  House  is  likely  to  re- 
assemble next  year,  in  the  event  of  the 
Tariff  being  disposed  of  during  the  pre- 
sent week? 

Mr.  DEAKIN'.— March  4th  is  the  prob- 
able date  already  indicated. 

NEW  PROTECTION. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Is  it  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Prime  Minister  to  make,  be- 
fore Christmas,  a  statement  with  regard  to 
the  new  protecticm? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  hope  that  a  memo- 
randum on  the  subject  will  be  laid  on  the 
table  to-day. 

PARLIAAfENT  HOUSE:  EXHIBITS. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON.— In  this  huge 
building  there  is  only  cme  small  room  to 
which  honorable  members  can  take  their 
friends  if  they  wish  to  sit  down  for  a  few 
minutes.  In  view  of  tix  fact  that  this 
rooni  is  at  present  occupied  to  so  great 
an  extent  by  large  pianos  that  the  typist 
who.  was  accommodated  in  the  room 
has  had  to  be  moved  into  the  hall,  I  wish 
to  ask  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether  it  is  not 
possible  to  luive  the  pianos  moved  into  the 
hall.  and  the  typist  again  accom- 
modated in  the  room  requirwi  by  honor- 
able members. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  see  no  opportunity 
to  m:ike  any  change  during  the  very  few 
days  remaining  before  the  Christmas  ad- 
journment. 

POST  AND  TELEGRAPHS: 
CORRESPONDENCE. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  wish  to  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  whether  he  will 
make  inquiries  in  Sydney  and  Melbourne 
as  to  whether  many  letters  forwarded  to 
his  D^>artment  by  myself  and  by  per- 
hai)s  other  honorable  members  have  not 
I>?en  allowed  to  remain  unanswered,  and 
whether  if  he  finds  this  to  be  the  case*  be 
will  see  that  the  correspondence  is  attended 
to  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  confess  I  do  not 
understand  the  honorable  member's  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — Conespondence 
with  the  Department  has  not  been  attended 
ta 


Mr.  MAUGER.— I  cannot  admit  that, 
but  I  will  make  inquiries.  I  am  quite 
sure  that  the  whole  of  the  correspondenoe 
has  been  dealt  with. 

RABBIT  PEST:  DR.  DANYSZ'S 
EXPERIMENTS. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  wish  to  ask 
the  Treasurer  a  question,  without  notice, 
ill  reference  to  the  czperimcDts  carried  out 
by  Dr.  Danysz  for  the  extermination 
of  rabbits.  I  wish  to  know  whether  any 
application  has  been  made  by  the  pro- 
moters of  these  experiments  to  continue 
them  on  the  mainlaiK],  whether  the  State 
Government  is  favorable  or  unfavorable  to 
the  adoption  of  that  course,  and  whether 
•the  Commonwealth  Government  has  de- 
cided on  any  further  action  widi  respect 
to  the  matter? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— In  reply  to 
the  honorable  oaeraber,  I  may  say  that  I 
have  noticed  frran  reports  in  the  press 
that  requests  are  being  made  to  the  State 
Government  of  New  South  W&les  to  allow 
these  experiments  to  be  contimied  on  the 
mainland.  I  wrote  a  private  letter,  oo  the 
subject  to  one  of  the  State  Ministers>  and 
I  asked  the  Prime  Minister  to  write  to 
the  head  of  the  State  Government  askiiv 
him  not  to  agree  to  anythii^  of  tbe  ldnd» 
and  to  carry  out  the  snangement  made  in 
the  first  instance  by  Dr.  Danysz  not  to 
attempt  experiments  cm  the  mainland  with- 
cot  the  concurrence  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment. That  letfer  was  despatdied  a 
day  or  two  ago  to  the  hesd  of  tf«  Govern- 
ment of  New  South  Wales,  and  I  am  sose 
that  Mr.  Wade  will  give  every  corwide ra- 
tion to  such  a  request  from  the  Prime 
Minister. 

REFUND  OF  DUTIES. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs,  upon  notice — 

Will  importers  be  givea  a  refund  of  duties 
paid  on  identifiable  goods  in  waTchouse  stOl  re- 
maining in  their  original  packages,  the  Tariff  on 
which  has  been  disapproved  by  the  Committee, 
and  iTTespective  of  whether  such  duties  Iwve 
been  paid  under  protest  or  not? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  an- 
swer to  the  honorable  member's  question  is 
OS  follows— 

The  duty  is  fixed  bv  law,  and  iMtlen  ex- 
pressly provided^  no  refundi  can  be  glvea. 
Any  alteration  made  in  Ule  acbedule  hy  acprem 
wording  datei  only-  from  Ae  date  of  anek 
alteration.  1 
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TARIFF. 

In  Committee  of  V/ays  and  M  cans 
(Coniideration  resumed  from  10th  Decem- 
ber, vide  page  7294)  *• 

Divisioa  XV.,  Musical  Inrtnimentt. 

Item  378  (MuHcal  Instruments,  n.e.i.. 
Musical  Boxes,  &c.);  item  379  (Organs, 
pipe);  item  380  (Metal  pipes  for  pipe 
organs),  agreed  to. 

Item  381.  Pianos,  viz. : — 
lA)  Grand  and  Semi-grand,  each,  or  ad  val., 
whichever  rate  return*  the  higher 
duty  (General  Tarifl),  /i6  los.,  40 
per  tent.;  tUuited  Kingdom),  ^15,  30 
per  cent. 

(B)  Upright,   each,  or   aJ    vcl.,  whichever 

rate  returns  the  highet  duty  (General 
Tariff),  /s  '<>«■>  4©  P"  «nt. ;  (United 
Kingdom),  J,},  30  p"  cenL 

(C)  N.E.I.,  ad  val  (General  Tariff),  40  per 

cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  30  per  cent. 

(D)  Parts  thereof,  n.e.i.,  ad  val.  (General 

Tariff),  30  per  cent. ;  (United  King- 
dom), 20  per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11-37]-— I  wish  to  say  shortly  in 
submitting  this  item  that,  as  a  protectionist, 
in  canmon  with  the  othei  members  of  the 
Ministry,  I  prefer  to  protect  the  manufac- 
turers of  pianos  in  Australia  rather  than  to 
encourage  the  large  importation  of  these  in- 
struments whidi  takes  place  from  other 
countries  in  the  world.  According  to  a 
statement  supplied  to  me,  tie  value  of  these 
instruments  imported  in  r9o6  was: — From 
the  United  Kingdom^  ;^24,856 ;  Canada, 
^^2,265;  France,  j£i^o;  Germany, 
;£205,o8o;  and  from  the  United  States, 
^£9,246 ;  or  a  total  value  of  ;£24i,357-  I 
hold  that  it  is  very  much  better  in  the  in- 
tents of  our  country  that  that  money,  or 
a  large  portion  of  it,  should  be  spent  in 
Australia  than  that  it  should  be  sent  in  the 
way  it  was  to  the  countries  named.  I  have 
some  price  li^  here  giving  the  prices  of 
pianos,  f.ab.  at  the  port  of  export.  I  am 
not  sufficiently  aojuainted  with  the  business 
to  describe  the  pianos  catalogued  in  each 
case,  but  I  find  these  values  given  in  one 
catalogue  of  imports — ^^r4  7s.  6d.,  £14 

17s.  6d.,  ^15  7S-.  £n  iiB-»  jf^l  i93-» 
jQiS  8s.,  jQig,  and  £21  gs.  According  to 
another  catalogue,  these  values,  f.o.b.  at 
the  port  of  export,  are  given  for  another 
list  of  pianos — £1^  fis.,  ;i^i4  SS-,  two  more 
at  ;^i3  68..  three  at  £15  4a.,  others  at 
£^7  "88.,  £iS  18.,  £6  13s.— 

Wat  is  an  organ — £y  128.,  and  so  on.  In 
anotfier  catalogue  the  prices  are  ^15  2s.  6d., 
j^i7  IS.,  £21  198.,  £17  IIS.,  £18  58.  fid., 


and  ;^2o  148.  fid.  In  still  another  cata- 
logue the  price  for  a  ^ano  is  £9  17s.  fid., 
f.o.b.  packing  as.  fid.  extra. 

Mr.  POYNTOH. — What  are  the  names  of 
those  instruments  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Honorable 
members  can  see  the  catalogue.  The  name 
of  the  last  one  is  the  Aldwych. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — That  is  a  hurdy-gurdy. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  nothing 
of  the  kind.  I  hope  the  honorable  mem- 
ber will  not  try  to  make  fun  of  the  matter. 
These  x»anos  are  imported  to  Sydney  and 
Brisbane  by  the  following  firms — 

Pieiro  Filippo  Uarich,  chief  proprietor  and 
managing  director  of  Paling  and  Company  ; 
Aengenheytter  and  Company ;  Majc  Wurckei ; 
The  Berlin  Piano  Company ;  Elvy  and  Com- 
pany ;  Weidemann  and  Company ;  and  Hess 
and  Company. 

The  principal  importers  in  Melbourne 
are — 

Kronheimer  and  Company — 

Mr.  TuDOB. — The  tobacco-trust  people? 
Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes- 
Allan  and  Company;  Hugo  Wcrtheim,  Nathan 
Guckcnhcimer  and  Hermann  Bo'!enheimer, 
trading  as  Hugo  Wertheim ;  M.  Brascfa  and 
Company ;  Pianola  Company  of  fJew  York  and 
Berlin :  Pfaff  Pinschoff  and  Company ;  and 
Levy  Brothers  and  Company. 

In  Adelaide  the  principal  importers  are 
Wilbelm  Kuhnel,  and  Afarshall  and  Sons. 
That  is  the  list  of  the  main  importer  of 
the  pianos  to  which  I  have  referred. 

Mr.  Frazeb. — Who  compiled  it  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  in  type, 
and,  I  think,  every  hononU>le  member  has 
had  a  copy.  I  have  not  the  slightest  idea 
as  to  who  compiled  it. 

Mr.  Pace. — They  are  not  the  only  im- 
porters of  pianos  in  the  Commonwealth. 
Why  is  not  the  h<morable  membw  fair? 
Why  does  he  not  quote  the  whole  of  the 
names  ?  What  about  Allan  and  Com- 
pany ?     Are  they  G^nmns  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE,— I  shall  not  per- 
mit the  honorable  member  to  bully  me.  I 
am  perfectly  fair.  '  I  distinctly  men- 
tioned Allan  and  Company.  I  object  .ib- 
soluteiy  to  Australia  being  placed  under 
the  heel  of  these  importers.  If  I  knew 
the  names  of  any  others  I  should  be  glad 
to  give  them. 

Mr.  Page. — What  is  wrong  with  Allan 
and  Ccmpany  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  did  not  say 
that  there  was  anything  wnxig  with  them. 
Mr.  Allan  is  one  of  my  greatest  personal 
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Mr.  Page. — The  honorable  member  is 
not  showing  much  friendship. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  to  deal 
-with,  matters  ixom  the  stand-point  of  the 
interests  of  Australia,  and  not  of  in- 
•dividuals.  My  only  desire  is  to  place 
the  particulars,  so  far  as  I  have  them, 
before  the  Committee.  Our  first  con- 
sideration should  be  what  is  best  for  our 
own  country. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown.— Does  the  honor- 
3\t\e  member  think  that  dear  pianos  are 
good  for  our  countrv  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  think  we 
should  give  ccmsideration  to  an  Australian 
industry  which,  at  the  present  moment, 
employs  450  hands,  and  distributes  weekly 
;£i,200,  and  yearly  over  ;£6o,ooo. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Did  not  they 
do  that  under  the  old  duty  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  could  not 
say.  We  should  show  consideration  to 
those  who  are  spending  their  money,  and 
giving  pmployment  to  our  own  people  in 
the  manufacture  of  pianos. 

Mr.  TiLLEV  Brown. — What  duty  is  the 
Treasurer  going  to  stick  to  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  hope  the 
honorable  member  will  stick  to  the  duty 
which  I  propose. 

Mr.  TiLiEY  Brown.— The  Treasurer 
<loes  not  mean  to  do  that. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do,  if  I  can 
possibly  get  it.  In  a  good  many  cases  I 
have  had  to  accept  lower  duties  where  I 
could  not  get  what  I  proposed. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  again  ap- 
peal to  honorable  members  to  cease  the 
■conversations  that  are  going  on. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — The  Government 
whip  came  here  to  disturb  our  corner. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  for  Indi  is  one  of  the  worst 
offenders.  I  hope  that  the  oxitinuous 
•conversations  will  cease,  as  it  ts  impossible 
for  me  to  hear  what  the  Treasurer  is  say- 
ing- 

Mr.  P'RAZER. — The  Treasurer  exploded 

just  llbW. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— When  I  am 
attacked  1  will  hit  back.  The  honorable 
member  for  Maranoa  imputed  unfairness 
to  me. 

Mr.  Krazer.^ — Does  not  the  Mirtister 
think  that  he  might  take  the  trouble  of 
ascertaining  whether  the  list  of  importers 
whi.'h  he  read  is  an  authentic  compila- 
tion? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— T  presume  that 
it  is ;  it  has  been  circulated. 


Mr.  Fbazer. — There  is  no  signature  to 
ir,  and  no  indication  as  to  where  it  came 
trom. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  the  honor- 
able member  thinks  it  is  wrong,  it  is  widiin 
his  province  to  show  it.  But,  so  far  as  I 
know,  it  is  correct.  There  may  be  other 

importers  of  whom  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Frazer. — I  think  the  question 
should  be  decided  on  its  merits,  irrespec- 
tive of  the  names  of  the  importers. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  we  are  to 
have  Imported  goods  I  like  them  to  be  the 
goods  of  our  own  race  and  pe(^le,  but  I 
like  still  more  to  see  manufactures  carried 
on  in  Australia.  I  have  no  desire  to  raise 
any  heat  in  this  matter,  but  simply  to  gire 
these  detailed  statements  for  the  informa- 
tion of  honorable  members.  It  is  my  duty 
to  submit  the  duties  as  proposed  in  the 
'J'arifF,  and  I  am  doing  so,  as  I  have 
throughout,  in  the  shortest  possible  time. 
Personally,  I  have  no  interest  in  this  mat- 
ter, excepting  in  so  far  as  I  desire  to  see 
as  much  employment  as  possible  provided 
within  the  Cwnmcxiwealth,  and  some  en- 
courag»nent  given  to  those  who  have  in- 
\-e5ted  their  cafntal  in  this  industry,  so 
that  there  may  be  an  opportunity  to  litilize 
among  other  products  scxne  of  the  beautiful 
woods  of  Australia. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — How  much  Aus- 
tralian wood  does  Beale  use? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  cannot  say. 

Mr.  Johnson. — None  whatever. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  think  the 
honorable  member  is  absolutely  wrong. 
But  in  piano-making,  our  timber,  fine  as 
it  is,  cannot  be  used  until  sufficient  time 
has  been  allowed  for  it  to  season.  I  have 
suggested  to  the  Prime  Minister  and  my 
colleagues  the  desirability  of  obtaining,  in 
every  State,  a  large  quantity  of  our  best 
woods,  and  having  them  woperly  seasoned 
under  Government  super\'ision  before  they 
are  used. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — A  man  like  iBeale 
could  season  the  woods  for  himself  if  ht 
desired  to  use  them. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— And  I  dare  say 
he  does  so.  Hcmorable  members  seem  to 
think  that  I  am  making  these  proposals  in 
the  interests  of  one  individual.  It  is  true 
that  I  should  like  to.  encourage  Mr.  Beale. 
in  recognition  of  his  enterprise,  and  the 
good  work  he  is  doing ;  and,  further.  I 
should  like  to  .see  Messrs.  Allan  and  Co. 
manufacturintr  their  pianos  here  instead  of 
importing  them. 
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Mr.  Wilson. — Does  the  Treasurer  know 
that  the  old  firm  of  Allan  and  Co.  used  to 
manufacture  pianos  here? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  know ; 
probably  I  have  not  been  acquainted  with 
the  firm  so  l(»ig  as  has  the  hwiorable  mem- 
ber. AU  I  can  say  is  that  it  is  a  good 
firm,  and  that  the  head  of  it  is  one  of  my 
personal  friends  just  as  Mr.  Beale  is.  It 
will  Ik;  seen,  therefore,  that  I  have  no  per- 
sonal feeling  one  way  or  the  other;  all  I 
desire  in  the  interests  of  Australia  is  to 
give  as  much  encouragement  as  possible  to 
this  industry. 

Mr.  WILK.S  (Dalle) )  [11.55].— We  are 
out  for  business  this  morning,  with  a  de- 
sire to  get  through  the  Tariff  as  quickly 
as  jxjssible.  I  am  not  here  to  mirke  any 
appeals  for  or  against  either  local  manu- 
facturers or  importers;  but  I  desire,  in  .as 
few  words  as  possible,  to  place  the  position 
l)efore  the  Treasurer  and  the  Committee. 
Time  after  time  we  have  decided  against 
fixed  duties,  and  I  hope  we  shall  strike  out 
the  fixed  duty  in  the  present  instance. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— I  think  that  the 
fixed  duty  will  very  likely  go. 

Mr.  WILKS. — That  is  one  thing  gained 
— one  big  obstacle  got  over. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— At  the  present 
stage,  however,  I  should  like  to  hear  some 
discussion  liefore  I  move  in  that  direction. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Why  not  save  dis- 
cussion by  striking  out  -the  fixed  duty 
now  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  I   thought  it 
wcuKl  shiorten  the  discussicffi,  I  should  do  ' 
so. 

-Nfr.  WILKS.  —  Personally,  I  am 
against  fixed  duties,  but  1  have  no  desire 
to  debate  the  que.sti<Hi,  Ijeyond  saving  that 
the  same  arguments  which  apply  ' to  other 
items  apply  to  {Hanos.  I  suppose  that 
every  honorable  member  has  had  supplied 
to  him  about  enough  ammunition,  in  the 
shape  of  information,  to  last  him  over  a 
debate  for  six  months ;  but  I  hope  that 
that  information  will  not  be  read  out  time 
after  time  on  either  one  side  or  the  other. 
If  there  is  a  single  item  which  has  been 
well  looked  after  by  both  importers,  agents, 
and  manufacturers,  it  is  that  of  pianos. 
I  confess  that  I  am  now  occupied  merely 
as  a  range-finder,  with  an  effort  to  have 
an  ad  valorem  duty  only.  I  frankly  admit 
that  Mr.  Beale's  factorv  is  in  my  elector- 
■tte;  and  it  is  a  factorv  of  which  we  mav 
lie  proud  We  have  been  told  that  in  this 
factory  there  are  employed  400  operatives ; 
and  I  may  here  say  that  I  have  not  been 


approached  by  a  single  worker  asking  me 
to  assist  in  the  imposition  of  a  higher  duty, 
or  indeed,  any  duiy ;  in  fact,  not  a  single 
artisan  in  my  electorate  has  approached 
me  on  behalf  of  any  industry.  This  shows 
that  mine  is  an  electorate  of  rolaist  indus- 
tries, and  that  my  constituents  k[n>w  their 
representative  well.  On  the  other  hand, 
old  friends  and  school-mates  of  mine,  who 
are  my  supporters,  and  are  in  the  im- 
porting line  of  business,  have  approached 
me  both  by  letter  and  telegram,  liut 
these  representations  have  no  weight  with 
me — I  act  on  my  own  respunsil)ilit\ .  The 
manufacturer  himself  has  also  approached 
me;  but  I  have  never  stated,  outside  this 
House,  the  conclusion  at  which  I  have  ar- 
rived in  regard  to  this  dutv.  Iiecause,  in 
my  opinion,  that  decision  ought  to  be  ar- 
rived at  within  this  Chamber.  I  have  not 
been  asked  by  a  single  member  how  I  pro- 
posed to  vote,  and  I  think  it  will  l)e  ad 
mitted  that  I  have  never  bothered  honor- 
able members  as  to  how  the\-  are  going 
to  vote.  My  own  judgment  is  that  pianos 
will  I)ear  neither  a  40  per  cent,  duty  nor 
a  20  per  cent,  duty,  but  will  l^ar  duties 
of  30  per  cent,  and  25  per  cent.  Thai 
wUl  represent  an  increase  of  onlv  5  iper" 
cent,  upon  the  rate  levied  under'  the  old 
Tariff  in  the  case  of  imports  from  the 
United  Kingdom. 

-Mr.  Johnson. — It  will  mean  a  10  per 
cent,  increase.  The  A  section  of  the  Tariff 
Commission  recommended  a  duty  of  only 
30  per  cent. 

Mr.  WILKS. -It  does  not  matte.r  what 
the\  recommended.  So  far  an  increase  in 
the  old  rates  of  duty  has  been  sanctioned 
m  resi>ect  of  almost  everv  item  in  this 
Tariff.  La-st  night.  I  fwmd  free-trade 
members  moving  for  the  imi>osition  of  a 
duty  of  30  per  cent,  upon  vehicles. 

Mx.  Johnson.— Because  thev  could  not 
get  anything  less. 

Mr.  WILKS.— T  am  satisfied  that  on  the 
present  occasion  the  Committee  will  not 
vote  for  any  pro|>osai  in  excess  of  30  per 
cent.    I  therefore  intend  to  move — 

That  afler  the  words  "40  per  cent.,"  para- 
graph A,  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  12th  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  30  per 
cent.,"  be  inserted.  /> 

My  proposal  means  an  increase  of  10  (per 
cent,  in  the  old  rate  of  dutv  in  respect  to 
the  manufactures  of  Germanv.  If  it  U- 
carried.  I  shall,  move  to  insert  "25  per 
cent."  in  the  second  column  of  the  sHieduK- 
so  that  the  old  dutv  as  again.st  the  .Mother 
Country  will  U-  Bi^ffs«if%lLbOagl^  per 
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cent.  Are  we  {;oing  to  fight  over  a  paltry 
increase  of  5  ivn  cent.  ? 

.Mr.  BowDEN. — Yes;  for  days,  if  neces- 
sary. 

Sir.  WILKS — My  idea  is  that  what  we 
cannot  manufacture  in  the  ComnKHiwealth, 
we  should  get  from  Great  Britain.  I  am 
a  preferwitial  trader,  i  want  to  give  to 
the  Mothex  Country  a  preference  of  5  per 
cent,  in  respect  of  this  item.  As  the  Trea- 
surer has  already  pointed  out,  of  ^^250,000 
worth  of  pianos  imix>rteil  into  the  Common- 
Wfiilth  last  \ear  over  ;^2oo,ooo  worth  were 
of  German  productic«i. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.  —  What  about 
the  usa«? 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  shall  deal  with  that 
aspect  of  the  matter  [wesently.  So  far  as 
grand  and  semi-granu  pianos  are  concerned, 
an  increase  of  )o  per  cent,  under  the 
General  Tariff,  and  of  e;  per  cent,  under  the 
Tariff  for  Great  Britain,  would  be  a  small 
matter.  On  a  piano  costing  ^200  or  ^£300 
an  additional  5  per  cent,  is  scarcely  worth 
considering.  After  jeading  the  evidence 
given  l)efore  the  Tariff  Ccwnmission,  I 
think  that  Iwth  the  importers  of  pianos 
and  the  Australian  manufacturer  have  "a 
good  thing  on."  1  would  rather  be  a 
semi-grand  in  Beale's  factory  than  a  grand 
in  this  Parliament.  I  do  not  suggest  that 
Mr.  Beale  is  a  philanthropist. 

Mr.  Fuller. — He  ix>ses  as  one. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  have  not  Ijt^n  returned 
to  Parliament  to  whitewash  Mr.  Beale,  or 
anybody  else- 
Mr.  Fuller. — The  honorable  member 
said  that  he  did  not  suggest  that  Mr.  Beale 
was  a  philanthropist.  When  he  puts  the 
matter  in  that  way  he  must  expect  to  re- 
ceive a  reply. 

Mr.  WILKS.— If  the  honorable  member 
is  so  small  minded  as  to  view  the  matter 
frcwn  that  stand-ipoint,  he  is  at  liberty  to 
do  so.  Nobody  can  contend  that  the  in- 
dustry of  piano-making  is  not  a  healthv 
one.  I  do  not  suggest  for  a  moment  that 
it  is  languishing.  But  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  other  industries  have  received  such  a 
large  measure  of  protection,  surely  the 
'""ommittee  will  not  refuse  to  «ttend  an  ad- 
lUtional  5  per  cent,  protection  to  this  New 
.South  Wales  industry  I 

Mr.  Watson. — Mr.  Beale  pays  good 
wages,  too. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Exactly.  If  anybody 
ran  show  me  that  his  emp1(^fo  are  paid 
->'K)r  wages,  I  shall  not  vote  for  an  increase 

dutv. 


Mr.  Watson. — Let  the  honorable  mem 
ber  make  his  ]iro]>osal  3c  |jer  cent,  as 
against  the  foreigner. 

Mr.  WILKS.— 1  should  like  to  see  a 
duty  of  35  ijer  cent,  imposed  upon  grand 
pianos,  but  25  per  (\:-.t.  represents  my  high- 
water  mark  as  against  British  productions. 
Having  perused  all  the  evidence,  and  thf 
statements  which  hn\e  been  made  in  cihi- 
nexion  with  this  matter,  I  ha\e  ccme  to 
the  conclusion  that  both  the  imix>rcers  ot 
piaJios  and  the  local  manufacturer  have  a 
good  thing  on,  and  that  the  usens  get  \ery 
little  out  of  either.  I  admit,  however, 
that  piano-making  is  a  gooii,  clean  industr), 
and  that  the  emplo\es  of  the  local  manu- 
facturer are  well  treated.  I  should  not 
know  cme  of  them  if  I  met  him  in  the 
street,  and  none  of  them  has  approached 
me,  while,  so  far  as  the  proprietor  of  the 
business  which  has  l>een  leferred  to  is  con- 
cerned, I  have  stated  publicly  what  I  haw 
said  to  him  privately.  But  as  the  wcdten 
and  other  industries  are  to  be  proterteil 
In-  duties  of  30  per  cent,  and  45  per  cent., 
it  is  not  too  much  to  give  the  local  manu- 
facturer of  pianos  a^  increase  of  5  per 
cent. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Does  the  honoralile 
member  think  that  that  will  save  Mr. 
Beale? 

Mr.  Watson. — We  desire  to  have  o<her 
factories  established  besides  his. 

Mr.  WILKS.~We  are  fighting,  not  for 
Mr.  Beale,  but  for  the  piano  industry  in 
Australia.  I  am  very  glad  that  Mr. 
Beale's  factory  is  situated  in  my  elec- 
torate; but  if  there  is  anything  in  the 
statements  which  have  been  made  ^mut  his 
success,  an  increase  of  the  duty  is  likeK 
to  bring  al>out  the  starting  of  other  fac- 
tories elsewhere. 

Mx.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  ["12. 14]. -To 
paraphrase  the  words  of  Bret  Harte — 

For  ways  that  are  dark  and  tricks  that  are 
vain. 

The  member  for  Dalley's  peculiar. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — T  am  not  the  only  one  who 
is  peculiar. 

Mr.  PAGE.— The  honorable  member 
knows  when  to  come  in  out  of  the  wet,  or 
when  to  put  up  the  umbrella. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Ditto. 

Mr.  PAGE.— I  plead  guilty  to  the  soft 
impeachment.  But  I  do  not  put  up  the 
umbrella  because  of  the  existence  of  some 
industry  in  my  electorate.  I  have  iroted 
for  iprotective  duties  solely  because  I 
thought  that  they  would  l>enefit  the  workers 
as  well  as  the  manufact^^s^    L  l^ve  had 
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no  regard  to  my  personal  interests,  and 
hnve  given  no  consideration  to  the  effect 
of  my  votes  upcm  the  support  I  can  look 
for  from  my  constituents.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Dalley  five  years  ago 
spoke  very  diflferently  in  regard  to  the 
piano  duty,  although  Mr.  Beale's  piano 
factory  was  then  established  in  his  elec- 
torate. Although  he  is  the  same  Billy 
Wilks,  his  tone  to-day  is  quite  different 
from  that  which  he  employed  on  the  pre- 
vious occasicm. 

Mr.  Wiles. — I  am  not  the  only  cme. 
The  honorable  member  has  turned  a  page 
or  two  since  then, 

Mr.  PAGE.— I  shall  be  ready  to  take 
inv  gruel  when  the  honorable  member  gives 
it  to  me,  as  I  know  he  will  take  his  on 
this  occasiOT.  The  honorable  member  for 
Farramatta  once  said  .that  tt  is  a  pity  that 
the  Hansard  record  is  not  burned,  because 
honorable  menUiers'  speedies  rise  up  like 
ghosts^  at  inconvenient  titnest  to  affright 
theoL  Let  me  qaote  what  the  hcmonible 
member  for  Dallej  said  on  the  12th 
starch,  1902,  speaking  on  the  si^5^  ^ 
pianos.  His  remarks  are  given  on  page 
1 0890- 1  of  Volume  VIII.  of  the  Hansard — 

I  would  furtber  point  out  that  the  piaoo  in- 
dustry, which  has  been  establidkcd  by  Mr. 
Be.ile  in  Sydney,  and  in  which  higher  wagem 
are  paid  tnan  those  obtainine  in  Germany, 
America,  and  Great  Britain,  has  been  built  up 
without  any  State  assistance  

I  contend  that  the  onl^  effect  of  this  duty 
will  be  to  give  an  nddiltonal  bonus  to  an  ex- 
isting industry  at  the  expanse  of  those  who  pur- 
chase pianos  for  the  purpose  of  earning  a  liveli- 
hood.  ...... 

Personally,  I  favour  the  imposition  of  a  15  per 
•cent,  rate  upon  these  instruments.  In  malting 
such  an  o£Fer  I  believe  that,  as  a  free-trader,  I 
nra  stultifying  myself,  but  that  wax  the  duty 
■which  prevailed  in  South  Australia. 

Although  in  1902  the  honorable  member 
for  Datley  regarded  15  per  cent,  as  a  high 
protective  duty,  he  now  asks  for  a  duty  of 
35  per  cent.,  notwithstanding  that  we  have 
it  on  the  authority  of  an  honorable  mem- 
ber that  the  balance-sheets  of  the  last 
two  or  three  years  show  that  enormous 
profits  are  being  made  by  the  local  manu- 
facturer, and  that  his  business  is  increasing 
by  leaps  and  bounds.  Is  the  honorable 
member  for  Dalley  going  to  give  this 
gentleman  another  20  per  cent.  bcHius? 

Mr.  Watkihs. — ^The  hcHicrable  member 
for  Corangamite  would  not  dare  to  pub- 
lish outside  the  House  the  balance-^eet 
to  which  be  has  referred. 

Mr.  Wilson. — I  am  willing  to  lay  it 
on  the  table. 


Mr.  Watson. — It  may  be  libellous,  and 
those  whom  it  concerns  will  have  no  re- 
dress unless  it  is  published  without  privi- 
lege. It  should  be  authenticated  in  some 
way,  if  it  is  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PAGE.— If  it  is  laid  on  the  table, 
the  Minister  or  the  honorable  member  for 
South  Sydney  can  ask  the  gentleman  who 
is  interested  in  the  matter  whether  it  is 
correct. 

Mr.  Stcwrer. — What  have  we  to  do  with 
a  man's  private  business? 

Mr.  PAGE.— The  honorable  member 
for  Dalley  continued — 

I  make  a  further  appeal  to  the  Treasurer, 
namely,  that  in  fixing  ad  valorem  duty  he 
will  -make  it  as  close  to  15  per  cent,  ax  possible, 
seeing  that  there  ix  only  one  firm  engaged  in 
manufacturing  pianos  in  Australia,  and  thai  it 
will  be  years  before  nnotbei  firm  can  be  in 
a  poiitioa  to  compete. 

In  1902  the  honorable  member  thought 
that  15  percent,  was  a  high  protective  duty 
which  would  induce  otlwr  manufacturers 
to  start,  but  in  1907  he  thinks  that  an 
additional  duty  of  20  per  cent,  is  n(« 
enough.  That  is  free-trade  with  a  ven- 
geance.   He  goes  on  to  say — 

Beale  and  Company  have  bent  in  business  for 
eleven  yean,  and  we  admire  tbeir  enterprise 
and  energy ;  bnl  their  business  has  been  con- 
ducted in  free-trade  New  South  Wales  in  pre- 
ference to  protective  Victoria,  and  with  a  dut> 
of  15  per  cent,  they  ought  to  do  very  well  in 
the  enlarged  market  presented  by  Federation. 

How  can  the  honorable  member  reconcile 
his  position  in  1902,  when  he  said  that  a 
15  per  cent,  dut^  would  give  ample  pro- 
tecticHi  to  the  piano  industry  and  enable 
other  manufactories  of  pianos  to  be 
started,  with  the  position  that  he  takes  up 
to  day  ? 

Mr.  Wilks. — 1  shall  give  the  honorable 
member  a  full  and  complete  answei. 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  shall  be  very  pleased  in- 
d'^d  to  get  the  answer.  At  the  termina- 
tion of  that  speech  the  honorable  member 
said  that  in  view  of  the  enlarged  market 
a  duty  of  15  per  cent,  was  ample,  if  not 
mcwe  than  ample,  protection  for  the  in- 
dustry. I  desire  now  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks on  what  the  Treasurer  has  said  with 
regard  to  this  questim.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  document  which  he  read  to  the 
Committee  was  a  fair  one.  In  order  to 
create  sympathy  with  the  Australian  indus- 
try as  against  the  foreigner,  he  led  us  to 
suppose  that  all  the  impocters  of  {nanos 
bore  foreign  nam^gitizedbyCiOOgle 
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Sir  WiLUAM  Lyn£. — I  have  sent  to  the 
Department  to  vik^m  a  list  of  the  names 
of  all  the  impcrters  of  pianos. 

Mr.  PAGE. — ^That  is  fair,  and  1  am 
very  pleased  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
has  taken  that  step.  I  have  received  a 
letter  from  B.  B.  Whitehouse  and  Ccmpany, 
importers  of  pianos  and  organs,  Brisbane. 
I  know  that  it  is  a  reliable  firm,  and  the 
letter  reveals  where  the  Australian  piano 
industry  comes  in.  The  Treasurer  made  a 
great  parade  of  Beale^s  pianos  being  made 
out  of  Australian  timber,  iron,  and  every- 
thing else.  But  let  honorsiile  membos 
listen  to  what  B.  B.  Whitehouse  and  Com- 
pany haTC  to  say — 

We  hftve  just  received  direct  and  reliable  io* 
formatioo  from  Berlin  that  all  the  actions  in  the 
Beale  pianos  are  made  by  F.  lange,  of  Berlin, 
who  has  a  standing  order  from  Bealc  and  Com- 
pany  to  supply  too  actions  per  month.  Also, 
that  the  entire  keyboard  is  made  by  the  United 
Keyboard  Manufacturing  Company  of  Berlin, 
who  also  have  a  standing  order  to  supply  loo 
keyboards  complete  and  intact  per  month. 

An  Australian  industry  carried  on  in  Ger 

many  ! 

We  are  sending  this  information  in  the  hope 
that  it  will  reach  you  before  the  item  "pianos" 
is  reached,  and  that  it  may  be  of  some  service  to 
you. 

I  hold  in  my  hands  a  circular,  of  which, 
no  dcHibt,  every  honorable  member  has  re- 
ceived a  copy,  as  it  is  addressed  to  the 
meinbers  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
If  its  contents  be  true,  then  a  more  diaboli- 
cal and  scandalous  thing  has  never  taken 
place  under  an  Australian  Govemmoit 
than  is  disclosed  therein.  In  my  opinion  a 
Select  Committee  should  be  appointed  to 
find  out  the  truth  or  otherwise  of  a  particu- 
lar statement  which  has  been  issued  broad- 
cast. 

To  the  Members  of  (he   House   of  Kepresenln- 
tives. 
Gentlemen, 

A  circular  letter  has  been  distributed  by 
Beale  and  Company  Limited  to  the  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  which  contains 
such  gross  misstatements  concerning  onr  firm 
that  in  common  fairness  we  ask  you  to  read  (his 
reply. 

Beale  and  Company's  le'tcr  commences — "  A 
letter  has  been  sent  to  members  of  ihc  Com- 
monwealth Parliament  by  a  piano  importing 
firm,  which  letter  we  reprint  below,  with  answers 
to  the  statements  made  therein." 

Soon  after  the  Tariff  was  introduceil  our  Mr. 
George  Allan  met  Sir  William  I-ync  and  spoke 
to  him  about  the  proposed  duties  on  pianos,  stat- 
ing that  they  meant  the  absolute  ruin  of  our 
tra.  le.  Sir  William  Lyne  asked  Mr.  Allan 
to  make  to  him  any  representations  as  to  the 
unfairness  of  the  duty,  and  promised  consider- 
ation.  An  appointment  was  afterwards  given 


by  Sir  William  Lyne,  and  Mr.  Allan  waited 
upon  him,  and  at  bis  request  left  with  him  somft 
private  memoranda  that  be  (Mr.  Allan)  had 
taken  for  his  information  in  faking.  No  copy 
was  given  to  any  member  of  Parliament  or  to 
any  other  person  whatsoever. 

I  ask  the  Treasurer  to  listen  particularly 
to  what  follows. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  man  who  sent 
that  statement  is  a  scoundrel,  becaii.se  it  is 
not  true. 

Mr.  PAGE.— Let  the  honorable  gentle- 
man wait  until  I  have  finished  reading  the 
circular. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  received  nothing 
from  Mr.  Allan. 

Mr.  PAGE. — This  circular  comes  from 
the  gentleman  who,  the  Treasurw  said,  was 
a  personal  friend. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not  believe 
that  Mr.  George  Allan  sent  that. 

Mr.  PAGE.— Are  all  the  honorable 
gentleman's  friends  scoundrels? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not  belie\-e 
that  Mr.  George  Allan  sent  that. 

Mr.  PAGE.— But  the  circular  is  signed 
bv  Allan  and  Company  Proprietaiy  Limit- 
ed. It  is  all  right,  "and  the  honorable 
gentleman  can  get  it  confirmed  if  he  likes. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — All  right;  let  us 
hear  the  rest. 

^f^.  PAGE.— It  continues— 

By  some  mysterious  means  these  private  papers 
have  evidently  come  into  the  hands  of  Beale 
and  Company. 

That  is  where  I  think  the  scandalous  con- 
duct occurred.  If  papers  are  intrusted  to 
a  Minister  in  strict  confidence,  and  for  his 
use  in  administering  his  Department,  and 
he  gives  them  to  an  opponent  in  the  trade, 
I  think  it  is  one  of  the  most  scandalous 
acts  of  which  any  man,  let  alone  the 
Minister  of  a  Department,  can  be  guilty. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— It  is  an  invention, 
and  an  absolute  lie. 

Mr.  PAGE.— I  accept  the  honorable 
gentleman's  statement. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  astounded 
that  Allan  and  Co.  should  make  such  a 
statement. 

Mr.  PAGE.— That  is  ri^ht. 

Sir  Williau  Lyne. — It  is  a  deliberate 
lie. 

Mr.  PAGE.— Well.  Mr.  Chairman,  there 
is  the  statement,  and  I  think  that,  in  the 
interests  of  the  Government  and  fair  play, 
it  should  have  been  made  public,  and  the 
Treasurer  should  have  been  given  a  chance 
to  have  it  remedied  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — He  ouglit  to  take  action 
against  that  fiig^izajy^OOgle 
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Mr,  PAGE. — I  cannot  do  any  more.  I 
accept  his  denial. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — The  statement  is 
untrue. 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  ask  any  honorable  mem- 
ber if  he  thinks  that  it  is  a  fair  thing  for 
any  Minister  to  do?  If  the  Treasurer 
says  that  the  statemrat  is  absolutely  untrue, 
I  am  satisfied  that  Mr.  Allan  has  not  a 
case. 

Mr,  WiLKS. — The  Treasurer  ought  to 
prosecute  him. 

Sir  WiLLiAU  Lyne. — I  am  not  quite 
sure  that  I  will  not  take  action. 

Mr,  WiLKs.— Hear,  hear.  I  think  that 
the  honorable  member  is  compelled  to  do 
so. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — To  save  his  face  he  will 
have  to  take  action. 

Mr,  PAGE. — That  is  the  position  in  re- 
gard to  that  matter.  When  I  was  speak- 
ing Ml  the  item  of  wool -scouring  machines 
the  hmorable  member  iot  Dallev  told  me 
that  a  workman  in  the  western  districts  of 
Queensland  and  New  South  Wales  did  not 
cart  a  wool-scouring  machine  about  in  his 
pocket,  not  have  one  in  his  home  merely 
for  the  fun  of  the  thing.  I  say  the  same 
thing  with  regard  to  pianos.  My  cwisti- 
tuents  do  not  carry  them  about  in  their 
swags  when  "pushing  the  knot"  or  "waltz- 
ing ifatilda."  The  only  instruments  they 
have  are  mouth  organs  or  accordions,  which 
give  them  all  the  music  they  want  and  are 
not  heavy  to  carry.  But  honorable 
members  should  think  of  the  people  who 
do  want  to  buy  pianos  as  well  as  of  those 
who  manufacture  them.  Suppose  there  are 
500  men  employed  in  this  industry.  Are 
we  going  to  tax  the  balance  of  the  4,000,000 
people  of  this  country  to  keep  500  men  em- 
ployed ?  But  that  is  the  doctrine  which  we 
have  heard  from  the  honorable  member 
for  Dalley.  It  is  not  the  doctrine  which 
we  have  been  accustomed  to  hear  from  him. 
I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me  understand  on 
what  principle  he  can  agree  to  jump  from 
duties  of  15  to  35  per  cent.,  when  we  know 
that  the  lower  rate  is  more  than  ample  for 
the  industry. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [12.37], — I  am  somewhat  surprised 
to  learn  about  the  circular  which  has  been 
read  bv  the  honorable  member  for  Mara- 
noa.  This  is  the  6rst  I  have  seen  or  beard 
of  it. 

Mr.  Page  .  — E  very  honorable  member 
got  a  copy. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— As  a  rule,  I 
have  not  looked  at  the  drculars  I  have  re- 


ceived; I  have  had  so  many  of  them.  1 
do  not  remember  having  recrived  a  docu- 
ment of  anv  kind  from  Mr.  Allan.    If  I 

had  received  anything  fr«n  him,  as  a  friend 
of  his,  I  should  have  regarded  it  as  secret, 
and  should  certainty  not  have  handed  it 
over  to  Mr.  Beale.  Mr.  Beale  can  answer 
the  question  as  to  whether  I  ever  handed 
him  any  document.  I  have  had  very  little 
conversation  with  him  on  the  subject  at  all, 
and  L  do  not  believe  that  I  have  ever 
handed  him  anything. 

Mr.  Wiles.— Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the 
Treasurer  is  a  strong  perscmal  friend  ot 
Mr.  Beale?  . 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  not  an 
intimate  friend  of  his,  though  I  should  not 
like  to  say  that  I  am  not  a  friend.  I  want 
the  htmorable  member  for  Maranoa  to  lay 
on  the  table  the  document  to  which  he  re- 
fers, because  I  think  it  is  one  of  the  most 
Iniquitous  things  I  have  ever  beard  of.  I 
am  much  mistaken  in  my  estimate  of  Mr. 
George  Allan  if  he  iras  a  party  to  issuing 
it 

Mr.  Austin  Chapican. — It  may  be  a 
"faked  *'  thing,  like  the  petition  which  we 
had  before  us  some  time  ago. 

Sir  WII^LIAM  LYNE.— 1  have  heard 
something  about  a  "  faked  "  balance-sheet, 
too.  [  know  notliing  whatever  about  Mr. 
Beale's  affairs,  but  I  shall  certainly  take 
further  steps  to  find  out  how  the  impudent 
circular  referred  to  was  concocted. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [12-40].— With 
regard  to  the  circular  which  has  been  made 
a  subject  of  perscmal  explanation  by  the 
Treasurer,  I  have  to  say  that  every  h<wi- 
orable  member  received  a  copy  of  it.  I 
suppose  the  Treasurer,  like  every  one  else, 
received  a  copy. 

Sir  WitLiAM  LvNE. — I  have  not  seen  it 
befoire. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— It  has  been  in  the 
hands  of  honorable  members  for  a  long 
time,  so  that  if  the  statements  contained 
in  it  are  incorrect,  there  has  been  ample 
time  to  refute  them.  It  is  remarkable  that 
they  were  not  brought  under  the  notice  of 
the  Treasurer  by  some  one. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  never  heard  of 
the  circular  before. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  understood  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  say  that  probably 
by  this  afternoon  some  corroboratiwi  will 
be  forthcoming  as  to  his  statements  re- 
garding the  accuracy  of  the  asserticwis  in 
the  circular. 

Mr.  Storres. — Does  ^t  the  Jionorable 
member  accept  ttieizSi!Q«iii€>&Sl&nent  ? 
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Mr.  JOHNSON.— Yes;  so  far  as  he  is 
personally  concerned,  but  the  firm  that  is 
respcmsiUe  for  it  is  one  of  very  high  stand< 

ing. 

.Sir  William  Lyne.— If  I  chose  to 
<livulge  private  conversations  with  people 
on  the  other  side  thev  would  be  pretty  start- 
ling. 

Mr.  Page.~I  hope  the  Treasurer  will  do 
nothing  of  the  sort. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — But  I  am  not  go- 
ing to  do  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  will  not  pursue  the 
matter.  I  intend  to  propose  a  reduction  in 
duty  on  pianos  below  that  proposed  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Dalley.  At  the  ccm- 
cluston  of  my  speech,  I  shall  move  to  reduce 
the  duties  to  25  and  zo  per  cent.  As  to 
tlie  argument  of  the  boncrt-able  member  fOT 
Bailey  that  because  the  Committee  has  in- 
creased duties  in  connexion  with  other  in- 
dustries, we  ous^  not  to  refuse  to  increase 
the  duties  on  pianos,  I  can  oa\y  say  that 
if  he  has  no  stnxiger  argument  to  bring 
forAvard  than  that,  he  has  a  very  weak  case. 
Are  we  to  understand  tJiat  Mr.  Beale's  in- 
dustry is  in  sudi  a  parlous  condition  that 
unless  he  receives  increased  protection  he 
will  have  to  close  up?  It  is  a  iair  question 
to  ask  why  Mr.  Beale  did  not  appear  be- 
fore the  Tariff  Commission,  and  ask  for 
increased  duties?  The  fact  that  he  did  not 
<b  so  is  a  sufficient  justification  for  refus- 
ing to  increase  them.  Was  he  afraid  of 
facts  which  would  be  disclosed  as  the 
result  of  cross-examination?  He  did  not 
even  give  the  piotectimist  section  of  the 
Commission  a  diux%  of  advocating  higher 
duties,  presumably  because  he  was  unwill- 
ing to  disclose  the  profitaUe  nature  of  his 
business,  as  it  would  have  been  disclosed 
in  cross-examination. 

Mr.  Chanter.— That  is  pure  assumptictfi. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  have  not  put  it  for- 
M\ird  as  anything  but  an  assumption,  but 
it  is  a  xeascxiable  assumption.  A  Tariff 
Commission  was  specially  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate such  matters.  An  opportunity 
was  afforded  to  manufacturers  of  airing 
their  grievances,  and  showing  why  duties 
should  be  increased.  It  was  an  impar- 
tially-constituted Commissicm,  composed 
(■qually  of  protectionists  and  free-traders 
f;r  the  purpose  of  sifting  the  facts  relating 
to  all  industries  that  were  alleged  to  be 
suffering  as  a  result  of  insufficient  protec- 
tion. The  CcHiunission  was  ai^inted  with 
Mr.  Beale's  full  knowledge.  He  knew 
that  it  was  sitting,  and  inviting  manufac- 


turers to  give  evidence.  He  was  well 
aware  that  half  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mission were  more  than  sympatlwtically 
disposed  to  those  manufacturers  who  had 
a  grievance.  He  knew  that  the  odier  sec- 
tion of  the  Commission  were  quite  prepared 
to  listen  to  reasonable  ccxopUints  with  a 
view  of  remedying  them.  Yet  Mr.  Beale 
did  not  attempt  to  appear  and  ask  for  in- 
creased duties.  But  after  the  Commisiioo 
has  ceased  sitting,  he  comes  to  Parliammt, 
and  asks  for  an  increase. 

Mr.  Chamter. — ^Why  did  the  Commis- 
^(Hi  recommend  raintig  the  duty  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  protectionist  sec- 
tion of  the  Commission  reccKnmended  diat 
the  duty  on  pianos  be  ^15,  or  30  per  cent. 

Mr.  Chanter. — They  must  have  had 
good  grounds  to  go  upon, 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— They  made  recom- 
mendations fOT  increases  in  several  instances 
where  no  increases  were  asked  for.  Time 
after  time  they  did  that.  They  made  re- 
commendaticKis  for  increases  without  any 
evidence  at  all,  and  even  when  the  evidence 
was  dead  against  than,  as  has  been  shown 
frcon  quotations  by  myself  and  other  hon- 
orable members.  In  any  case,  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  protectionist  section  was 
^^15,  or  30  per  cent.,  whilst  the  Govern- 
ment propose  that  the  duty  shall  be  as  high 
as  40  per  cent.  An  idea  seems  to  have  got 
abroad  that  one  or  two  of  us  have  obtained 
possession  of  copies  of  the  balance-sheets 
of  Beale  and  Company  for  .the  last  couple 
of  years ;  that  we  liave  done  so  is  quite 
true.  Now  the  statements  that  the 
industry  is  in  a  wry  bad  way  are  not 
borne  out  by  those  balance-sheets.  A 
statement  has  been  generally  circulated 
amongst  honcwable  members  to  the  ^ect 
that  if  this  firm  does  not  get  an  increase 
of  duty  it  will  have  to  close  down.  T  do 
not  know  whether  that  statement  will  be 
persevered  with  now. 

Mr.  Chanter. — How  did  the  honorable 
member  obtain  possession  of  rapies  of  the 
balance-sheets  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Never  mind ;  I  got 
them.  Let  the  honorable  member  be  satis- 
fied with  that. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — ^Would  the  honorable 
member  tell  us  who  supplied  them  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON— No. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Then  they  are  of 
no  value. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— They  are  authenti- 
cated oc^nes  of  the  actual  balance-sheets 
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of  the  highest.  Let  honorable  mem- 
bers contradict  the  statements  which  I 
shall  make  upon  the  basis  of  these  balance- 
sheets  if  they  are  wrong.  But  I  will  un- 
dertake to  say  that  they  are  not  wrong. 
Singularly  enough,  although  Mr.  Beale  is 
askmg  for  these  increased  duties,  he  has 
not  produced  his  balance-sheet  for  this 
year,  but  is  apparently  holding  it  back 
until  the  Tariff  on  piano*  has  been  dealt 
with.  One  would  think  that  if  the  in- 
dustry was  in  such  a  condition  as  to  re- 
quire heavier  protection,  amongst  all  the 
documents  and  circulars  with  which  he 
has  supplied  honorable  members,  he  would 
have  furnished  them  with  an  up-to-date 
statement  of  his  affairs.  The  first  thing  he 
should  have  done  was  to  show  his  last 
balance-sheet,  to  prove  how  necessary  it 
was  that  he  should  have  increased  protec- 
tion. But  has  he  done  so?  No  I 
Instead  of  dodng  that  he  has  en- 
deavoured to  hide  his  balance-sheets.  This 
it  a  suspicious  circumstance,  which  justifies 
us  in  the  belief  that  large  as  his  profits 
have  been  for  the  previous  two  years  in 
all  probability  they  have  considerably  in- 
creased during  the  past  year.  Indeed,  I 
have  private  informati<m  that  the  increase 
is  a  most  si^tantial  one. 

Mr.  Chanter.— Why  is  the  honorable 
member  afraid  to  name  his  authority  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— There  is  no  question 
of  being  afraid ;  it  is  simj^y  a  matter  of 
oonfidience.  Here  is  one  of  the  balance- 
sheets. 

Mr.  HtJiiE  Cook.— Made  in  Germany, 
I  suppose. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— like  Beale's  pianos. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  ask  honor- 
able members  to  cease  these  constant  in- 
terjecticxis.  It  is  almost  impossible  for 
the  honorable  member  for  Lang  to  be 
heard. 

Mr.  Chamtbr. — Let  him  give  us  his 
uithoritv. 

Mr.  HuHE  Cook. — Did  not  the  honor- 
r.ble  member  obtain  his  copy  from  a  Ger- 
man ambassador? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— No;  I  got  it  from  a 
citizen  of  thia  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Is  it  not  a  fact  that 
und^  the  Companies'  Act  balance-sheets 
have  to  be  pubfidied  every  year? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  believe  so.  Honor- 
able members  can  lode  at  tbt  balance-sheets 
for  themselves.  They  need  not  take  my 
word  nor  die  word  of  any  other  honw- 
able  member.  They  can  please  themselves 


as  to  whether  they  believe  the  statements 
ccmtained  in  these  documents.  But  they  bear 
the  names  of  well-known  auditors  as  vouch- 
ing tor  their  correctness. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Will  the  honorable 
member  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  the  (xie 
that  he  has  there? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Would  the  honorable 
member  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  every 
balance-sheet  published  ?  I  am  not  .speak- 
ing here  as  an  auditor. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  trying  to  bolster  up  a  case  by  means 
Qf  an  allied  balance-sheet  without  even 
vouchmg  for  its  accuracy. 

Mr.  -Webster. — If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's balance-sheets  are  like  his  other 
statements  they  are  not  worth  much. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Much  or  little  they, 
at  any  rate,  are  always  worth  more  than 
those  of  the  hcxiorable  member  for  Gwydir, 
who  is  nearly  always  ofFensive  and  inaccu- 
rate. Has  the  honorable  member  for  Gwydir 
seen  these  balance-sheets? 

Mr.  Webster. — No. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Then  what  is  the  use 
of  making  such  a  statemait?  Unless  he 
can  show  that  these  documents  are  not 
correct  it  is  useless  for  him  to  say  a  word 
about  them.  I  got  them  from'  reliable 
sources. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Made  in  Germany. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— No;  but  the  honor- 
able member  looks  as  if  he  had  been  made 
in  Germany.  The  honorable  member  for 
Maranoa  has  just  proved  that  the  piano 
parts,  all  of  which  the  Treasurer  said 
were  made  in  Australia,  are  mostly  made 
in  Germany,  and  that  the  local  maker  ha» 
a  standing  contract  with  a  German  manu- 
facturer. 

Mr.  HtTHE  CooKi — Absolutely  incorrect. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— It  is  easy  to  make 
such  a  statement,  but  difficult  to  prove  it. 
We  know  that  most  of  the  parts  are  not 
manufactured  here,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  minor  parts  which  Mr.  Beale  has- 
lately  been  manufacturing  for  himself; 
they  must  be  imported. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Do  not  the  Germans  do- 
the  same? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Certainly  i  but  the 
Treasurer  said  that  all  the  parts  were 
made  here,  and  yef  we  have  a  statement 
showing  that,  as  usual,  he  is  not  supplied 
with  correct  inftmnation.  A  few  days  ago 
I  put  to  theMinisterofTrade  and  Customs 
a  questicwi  relating  to  the  importation  of 
pianos,  and  he  admitted  tl^at  an  error  had 
been  made,  the  Bp^^/fef^je^feported 
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into  New  South  Wales  having  been  ex- 
aggeratej,  although  their  aggregate  in- 
voice value  was  correctly  ^stated.  A 
peculiar  feature  of  the  incident'  is  that  the 
corrected  figures  were  voluntarily  communi- 
cated by  the  Department  to  Mr.  Beale, 
but  were  not  furnished  to  the  gentl^an 
who  had  brought  the  facts  under  the 
notice  of  the  Comptroller-General. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — The  informa- 
tion was  sent  to  that  gentleman,  and  not 
to  Mr.  Beale. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  gentleman  said 
that  although  he  made  repeated  requests 
for  the  information,  he  could  not  obtai/i 
it.  but  that  it  was  sent  volimtarily  to  Mr. 
Beale. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Such  a  state- 
ment is  absolutely  untrue. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  ought  to  give  the  name  of  the  man 
to  whom  he  refers. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— He  brought  the  facts 
under  the  attention  of  the  Comptroller- 
General. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman.— Wliat  is  his 
name? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  Minister  knows 
his  name ;  there  is  no  need  to  introduce  any 
names  unnecessarily  into  this  debate.  I 
wish  now  to  draw  attention  to  a  disgrace- 
ful circular  or  hand-bill  which  has  been 
placed  in  the  lockers  of  honorable  mon- 
bers. 

Mr.  Chantm. — It  is  an  extract  from  a 
icliable  paper. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— It  is  certainly  an  ex- 
tract from  a  newspaper;  the  question  of 
reliability  is  another  matter. 

^^r.  Chanter. — It  is  a  truthful  paper. 

Mr.  Wilson. — ^Will  the  honorable  mem- 
I)rr  sav  in  this  House  that  the  statement 
is  truthful? 

Mr.  Chanter. — I  say  that  if  it  appeared 
in  the  newspaper  in  question  it  is  truthful. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.~The  truthfulness  of 
that  paper,  I  am  afraid,  must  very  fre- 
quently be  open  to  challenge.  This  article  is 
a  scurrilous  libel  if  it  is  intended  to  reflect 
on  Opposition  monbers  of  this  House,  and, 
cOTiing  frcxn  such  a  source,  we  ought  to 
expect  that.  The  circular  is  an  extract  from 
the  Bulletin  of  7th  December.  1907,  and 
is  headed,  "  How  Hoggenheimer  gets  in 
his  Fine  Work."  It  reads— 
_  In  the  German  city  of  Leipzig  (here  is  pub- 
lished a  piano-makers*  trade  newspaper,  Zeii- 
srhrift  fur  Instrumentenhau.  In  its  issue  of 
Oftftber  nth,  1007,  it  w.is  announced  that  the 
Association  of  German  Piano  Makers  was  to 
hold  a  meetinfr  on  October  igth  to  discuss  the 


increase  in  the  Australian  duties  oa  pianos.  'iTie 
council  of  the  assiHjialion  was  to  be  instructed 
lo  demand  that  the  Imperial  Government  should 
take  energetic  steps  through  the  Consul-General 
to  get  the  duty  reduced. 

It  was  mentioned  that  Australia  bad  only  one 
pi.ino  manufactory,  and  it  was  stated,  on  the 
authority  of  Australian  papers,  that  the  pianos 
It  turned  out  were  rubbish.  Foreign  musician* 
who  have  (jiven  the  pianos  excellent  testi- 
monials— 

The  manufacturer  secured  testimonials,  it 
will  be  observed,  not  from  Australian,  but 
from  foreign  musicians — 

were  attacked  in  their  private  and  public  charac- 
ters, and  charged  with  having  sold  testimonials. 
The  Australian  legislators  who  were  likely  to 
support  the  increased  duties  were  declared  lo  be 
shareholders  and  corrupt.  Following  this,  there 
was  held  in  Melbourne  a  meeting  of  piano  im- 
porters, the  chief  business  of  which  was  the 
raising  of  a  fighting  fund  to  contest  the  new 
duties. 

Mr.  JOHNSON— The  next  sentence 
contams  an  insinuation  that  is  practically 
tantamount  to  a  charge  of  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption against  honorable  members— 
Wa»  there  any  connexion  between  that  meeting 
in  Melbourne  and  the  other  one  in  Leipzig  of 
October  igth,  and  is  German  nxmey  being  sub- 
scribed for  a  lobby  campaign  against  Australian 
industry  ? 

That  is  a  disgraceful  insinuation,  which 
every  honorable  member  should  resent. 

Mr.  Watson.— The  lobbyist  is  here. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— No  honorable  mem- 
ber has  accused  Mr.  Scale's  numerous 
friends  in  this  House  of  being  influenced 
by  any  prospect  of  financial  advanefeinent 
m  their  desire  to  secure  an  increased  duty 
on  pianos,  although  he  and  his  lobbyists 
have  practically  lived  in  the  House  for 
days,  if  not  weeks,  past 

Mr.  HuBCE  Cook.— Will  the  honorable 
member  deny  that  the  importers  have  not 
paid  a  lobbyist  here? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— As  I  am  not  in  their 
confidence,  I  cannot  say ;  but  no  one  has 
suggested  that  there  has  been  any  attempt 
at  bribery  and  corruption  on  the  part  <rf 
the  local  manufacturer. 

Sitting  suspended  from  z  to  2.1$  p.m. 

Mr.  JOHNSON— Before  the  adjourn- 
ment for  lunch  I  was  referring  to  an  ex- 
tract from  the  Bulletin,  which  has  been 
circulated  amongst  honorable  members,  and 
which,  practically,  charges  honorable  man- 
ters  who  are  adyocating  lower  duties  with 
bemg  in  the  pay  of  a  German  syndicate 
that  has  subscribed  funds  for  the  purpose 
of  lobbying  against  an  Australian  induatrv. 
I  was  pointing  051!  Jh|J^  thing 
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should  be  resented  by  honorable  menibtirs, 
no  matter  to  which  party  they  belong.  1  do 
not  care  to  mention  names  in  these  Tariff 
discussions,  but  in  this  case  I  am  ccmii- 
pelled  to  do  so,  because  this  business  is 
generally  known  as  Mr.  Beale's  industry  ; 
and  I  say  that  the  most  active  and  ala)  the 
most  unfair  lobbying  has  been  going  on  for 
the  purpose  of  inducing  hona$;able  mem- 
bers, not  to  decrease,  but  to  increase,  the 
duty  imjxjsed  ot\  pianos  in  the  interests  of 
this  local  manufacturer.  Yet  no  one  on 
this  side,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  has  yet 
suggested  that  there  has  l)eeii  anything  in 
the  nature  of  an  attempt  to  iiritie  honorable 
members  who  favour  high  duties. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Mr.  Beale  has  not 
had  any  paid  lobbyists  here,  as  the  im- 
porters have  had. 

Mr,  JOKNSOX.— I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther he  has  or  not,  but  he  has  lobbyists 
in  additicKi  to  being  here  lobbying  all  the 
time  himself.  I  suppose  that  all 
lobbvists  are  receiving  a  salary  for  their 
services.  The  insinuation,  which  prac- 
ticallv  amounts  to  a  charge,  contained  in 
the  extract  from  the  Bulletin,  is  not  that 
the  agents  of  foreign  manufacturers  or  im- 
iwrters  are  lieing  paid  for  lobbying,  but 
that  a  fund  hiis  lieen  established  to  insure 
the  success  of  lobbying  against  the  Austra- 
lian industry.  I  quote  these  words  from 
the  Bulletin  article — 

Was  there  any  conaexiun  between  that  meet- 
ing in  Melbourne  and  the  other  one  in  Leipzig 
of  19th  October,  and  is  German  money  being 
subscribed  for  a  lobby  campaign  against  Aus- 

trnlian   industry  ? 

Obviously  that  is  directed  against  certain 
members  of  the  C{xnmittee.  and  I  say  thai 
any  suspicion  of  influence  of  that  kind 
l)eing  brought  to  bear  upon  members'  of  the 
Comm i t tee  is  much  more  likely  to  1  ie 
against  those  who  arc  advocating  high 
duties  than  against  those  who  are  calling 
for  their  reduction.  But  no  one  has  sug- 
gested anythii^  of  that  kind  frcmi  this 
side,  and  it  is  most  unfair  that  any  such 
suggestions  shmild  be  maile  against  honctr- 
able  members  who,  in  the  performance  of 
their  duties,  and  in  c.irrying  out  their 
pledges  to  their  constituents  and  honestly 
trying  to  carry  reductions  in  the  proposed 
iluties,  are  consistently  carr\ing  out  their 
free-trade  principles. 

Mr.  Cbouch. — ^The  honorable  member 
will  admit  that  lobbying  can  take  place 
without  dishonesty,  and  I  see  no  inference 
to  the  oxitrary  to  be  drawn  from  the 
article  quc^d. 


Mr.  JOHXSOX. — There  is  an  inference 
of  dishonesty  to  be  drawn  from  the  article 
published  by  the  Bulletin,  and  it  has  been 
circulated  amongst  honorable  members  in 
order  to  influence  their  votes  in  favour  of 
increasing  the  duties  on  pianc»  by  means 
of  a  cunningly -worded  base  insinuation. 
That  is  my  objection.  This  Bullelin  extract 
has  been  circulated  in  the  interests  of  a 
certain  Australian  firm,  which  is  a  large 
advertiser  in  its  colunans,  in  order  to 
influence  nrtes,  and  I  sav  that  that 
is  a  most  improper  proceeding.  If  I 
were  a  protectionist  and  ever  so  much 
inclined  to  increase  duties,  the  re- 
ceipt of  a  circular  of  this  kind,  distributed 
in  the  interests  of  the  person  to  be  advan- 
taged by  the  increase  of  du.ies,  wouiil  be 
quite  sufficient  to  induce  me  to  refuse  to 
give  him  the  increased  protection  he  de- 
sired. I  resent  the  circulation  of  the  Biil- 
Uiin  «itract  as  an  attempt  to  unduly  in- 
fluence the  m^bers  of  tbe  Committee- 
Speaking  with  reference  to  the  piano 
which  Mr.  Beale  has  on  exhibition  in  this 
building,  the  Treasurer  went  into  raptures 
this  morning  about  this  Australian  indus- 
try, and  claimed  that  all  the  parts  of  the 
instrument  weje  made  in  Australia.  But 
what  do  we  find  ?  On  examination  of  the 
instrument  the  fact  is  disclosed  that  prac- 
tically the  whole  of  it  has  been  imported. 
Almost  the  whole  of  the  material  and  the 
manufactured  mechanism  of  the  piano  in 
question  has  been  imported. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Then  what  are  the  men 
in  Beale's  factory  engaged  in  doing  ? 

Mr.  JOHXSOX.— They  are  engaged 
merelv  in  assembling  together  German, 
French,  and  Spanish  parts  of  pianos. 
The  hmiorable  member  for  Marano;i  has 
just  remipded  me  that  he  read  a.  statement 
this  morning  showing  that  Mr.  Beate  had 
a  contract  with  a  German  firm  to  supply 
him  with  the  foundational  materials  of 
these  pianos. 

Mj.  Watson. — Ail  the  contract  refored 
to  was  the  key-board. 

Mr.  Page. — And  other  parts  as  well — 
the  actions. 

Mr.  Watson. — They  are  admittedly  im- 
ported. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— It  should  be  remem- 
Ijered  that  the  piano  which  is  on  exhibi- 
tion in  this  building  is  not  the  ordinary 
piano  sold  to  the  public,  but  one  which 
was  specially  manufactuced  ior  ei^bitionf 
and  yet  the  a(f*liSi«W  S^^M©olnent  is 
French. 
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Mr.  Watson. — That  is  a<!mitte(J. 

Mr.  JOHNSON— The  action  is  the 
work  of  a  French  manufacturer  named 
Schwaudel. 

Mr.  Watson. — British  piano  manufac- 
turers also  import  French  actions. 

Jir.  JOHNSON.— Yes,  bflt  the  Trea- 
surer this  morning  was  elo:iuent  in  ex- 
plaimnf^  to  the  Ccwnmittee  that  this  was  an 
Australian  instrument,  and  that  all  the 
materials  in  it  were  Australian. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  dirl  not  say  so. 

Mr.  JOHNSON'.— The  Committee'  cer- 
lainlv  so  unilerstood  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman. He  was  going  into  raptures  about 
this  Australian  industry,  and  yet  we  find 
that  this  piano  might  fairly  he  described 
as  an  importeil  instrument.  Even  the 
v'eneer  on  it  was  imported.  There  is  not 
.1  particle  of  Australian  wood  in  it,  or  at 
iny  rate,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  there  is 
not  sufficient  Australian  woofl  in  one  of 
these  pianos  to  boil  a  billy. 

Mr.  Tudor. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
'>er  s;n  that  there  is  no  Australian  wood 
in  the  piano  exhibited? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— There  is  not  enough 
to  boil  a  billy.  Here  is  this  great  pro- 
duct of  Australian  manufacture,  and  when 
we  come  to  examine  it  we  find  that  it  is 
■omposed  of  parts  imported  from  Ger- 
many, France,  and  Spain. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  contains  nothing  im- 
ported from  Germany  or  Spain. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  honorable  mem- 
')er  evidently  knows  nothing  about  the 
natter.  This  is  the  great  industry  we 
ire  l>eing  asked  to  preserve — pianos  made 
from  imported  foreign  material.  The  in- 
lastry  itself  was  built  up  with  German 
noney.  ;£20,ooo  of  German  money  wa.s 
jsed  to  start  the  industry. 

Mr.  Salmon.  —  There  •  is  something 
■vrong  tiiere,  Ix-cause  jounds  are  not  use<l 
in  Germanv. 

Mr.  JOHNSON*.- Their  equivalent  in 
llermrm  monc.  to  tlic  extent  of  ;;^2o,ooo 
was  i»ut  into  this  industry  at  the  start,  and 
'.he  greater  part  of  it  was  lost.  Our 
friend.  Mr.  Beale— and  I  do  not  blame 
him  for  his  enterprise  was  cute  enough 
to  buy  the  original  shares  at  5s.  each.  I 
am  crrdibly  informed  that  he  secured 
shares  in  the  business  worth  about 
;£20,ooo  for  ;^5.ooo,  and  that  is  how  the 
business  cajne  into  his  hands.  He  was 
an  importer  himself.  I  have  letters  of 
his  here  addressed  to  Mr.  Naumann,  who 
was  primarily  interested  in  the  business,  in 
which  Mr.  Beale  makes  certain  pn^Kwi- 


tions  for  making  a  special  department  for 
the  sale  of  German  lines ;  the  same  Ger- 
man lines  of  pianos  which  to-day  he 
denounces. 

Mr.  Watson. — How  long  ago  was  that? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Before  Mr.  Beale 
entered  ui>on  the  manufacture  of  pianos. 

Mr.  Watson.— That  is  a  good  many 
years  aga 

Mr.  JOHNSON. — It  is  some  years  ago, 
but  honorable  members  should  not  forget 
that  I  am  now  referring  to  a  great  patriot 

wild  c.iniiiiains  to  . lav  of  the  wages  con- 
ditions  prevailing  in  Germany.  Yet  he 
was  eager  to  sell  German  instruments  him- 
self, i'his  is  what  he  says  in  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Naumann — 

However,  should  you  be  willing  to  accept  my 
[ireseni  iiro|>os.Tl — 

and  the  reference  is  to  a  business  proposal 
referred  to  earlier  in  the  letter  

'Sir.  Crouch. — What  is  the  date  of  that 
letter  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Perhaps  the  honor- 
able member  will  ipermit  me  to  finish  the 
quotation  before  he  interrupts.  I  wil!  not 
answer  his  question  until  I  have  fini.shed 
the  quotation.  I  have  already  admitted 
thai  it  wa-s  liefore  Mr.  Beale  bought  all 
the  shares  in  this  business,  at  one-fourth 
of  their  value,  and  l->egan  the  manufacture 
of  pianos.  Althougli  we  now  find  him 
denouncing  German  lal>our  conditions,  he 
was  then  quite  willing  to  sell  German 
gtKxls.  1  dare  s:>,\  that  if  he  found  it 
more  profitable  he  would  not  hesitate  ;is 
a  commercial  man  to  do  so  to-day.  I  do 
not  bl.im*'  liim  for  his  nctiwi  as  a  com- 
mercial man,  but  T  do  obfect  to  his  posing 
as  a  great  philanthropist  and  patr^o^ 
when  he  is  merely  following  his  riammerria! 
instinct  in  the  endeivour  to  ret  as  much 
profit  as  he  can.  T  should  not  blame  him  if 
he  admitted  honestly  that  that  it  what  he 
is  doing — that  he  is  "out  for  loot,"  as 
the  honorable  member  for  Dailey  would 
describe  it;  that  he  is  "on  the  make." 
and  trying  to  obtain  as  large  a  return  as 
pjssible  from  his  business  as  a  com- 
mercial concern.  But  when  he  seeks  lo 
pose  as  n  greit  Australian  patriot  and 
philanthropist,  anxious  to  encourage  Aus- 
traJian  industry  purely  on  patriotic  ground 
and  as  a  matter  of  sentiment  and  not  purely 
of  business,  we  ha\e  a  rtehUto  •Mmine 
the  motive  sprin(^!'g^if«^^^ftftWy^I-  have 
here  a  complete  translation  of  a  letter 
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which  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Naumann,  and  I 
make  this  quot:ition  from  it — 

However,  should  you  be  willing  to  accept  my 
;preseDt    proposal,  l"   should,  if  possible,  make 

arrangenieiit'i  to  build  up  a  department  in  which 
.1  would  sell  ca>h  ufijiinst  delivery,  and  in  which 

I  would  mostly  se'l  new  Clerman  goods. 

So.  that  this  grt'.it  Australian  patriot  and 
phitaiithrupist  w  islied  to  matte  special 
business  .irraiigfrneiits  with  this  German, 
Mr.  Naumann,  bv  which  he  would  l)e  able 
to  sell  German  goods  for  cash.  This  is 
the  great  Australian  patriot  who  now  de- 
nounces German  sweating  conditions,  and 
all  that  kind  of  thing.  Let  him  be  a  man, 
and  deal  witli  this  House  on  a  commercial 
basis.  1-et  him  say,  "I  am  here  to  make 
money  in  the  best  way  I  can.  If  you 
are  willing  to  let  me  dip  my  hands 
into  the  public  Treasury,  to  increase 
my  already  large  profits,  I  am  eager 
and  anxious  that  you  should  do  so." 
But  do  not  let  him  <-onie  to  this  House, 
and  sav  that  he  wishes  us  to  impose  these 
high  duties  Ijecause  he  is  a  patriot,  who 
desires  to  encourage  Australian  industries, 
when  the  very  piano  which  he  has  on  ex- 
hibition here  is  compose<l  almost  entirely  of 
foreign  materials.  I  have  no  use  for  this 
kind  of  patriot,  though  some  of  my  pro- 
tectionist friends  approve  his  action. 

Mr.  CROUCti. — What  is  the  date  of  the 
letter  from  which  the  honorable  member 
quoted  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON*.— It  is  ilated  1898,  and. 
as  I  have  already  stated,  it  was  written 
before  Mr.  Beale  entered  upon  the  alleged 
manufacture  of  these  goo<Js.  It  shows  that 
he  was  quite  willing,  if  he  found  it  a 
better  business  proitosition,  to  make  a  spe- 
cial department  of  the  importation  of  Ger- 
man pianos. 

^h■.  Crouch. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Then   where   is  his 
Australiiui  patriotism  when  he  was  equally 
willing  tf)  sell  German  as  to  sell  Australian 
■pianos? 

Mr.   Foster.—  Where  is  the  patriotism 

■of  any  importer ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  point  is  that 
he  poses  as  an  Australian  manufacturer, 
not  an  importer  of  foreign  manufactures. 

■Other  importers  do  not  pose  as  patriots, 
but  as  commercial  men  in  business  to 
make  money.  They  do  not  ask  this  House 
to  give  them  special  facilities  to  dip  their 
hands  into  the  public  Treasury  becau.se 
they  are  Australian  patriots.  All  that  they 
ask  is  that  they  shall  be  left  alone,  and 

■^permitted  to  carry  on  their  business.  But 


this  gentleman  comes  along,  and  says,  "I 
am  a  great  Australian  patriot ;  therefore 
let  me  dip  my  hands  into  the  public  Trea- 
sury, and  fleece  the  consumers  of  these 
goods  to  the  tune  of  40  per  cent.,  and 
whatever  else  I  can  get  in  addition  as  pro- 
fit out  of  the  duty  ;  not  to  get  me  out  of 
any  difficulty,  but  to  help  me  to  build  the 
great  mansion,  the  foundations  of  which  I 
have  already  reared."  This  is  the  man 
who  wc  are  invited  to  believe  is  carrying 
on  a  languishing  industry  suffering  from 
the  operaticm  on  aai  alreadv  high  Tariff; 
the  man  who  was  afraid  to  go  before  the 
Tariff  Commission  to  ask  for  increased 
duties,  because  be  was  unable  to  submit  to 
the  cross-examination  which  he  knew  must 
follow.  This  is  the  great  Australian 
patriot  who  puts  on  exhibition  in  this  build- 
ing as  an  Australian  piano  an  instrument 
nine-tenths  of  which  is  of  foreign  manu- 
facture. 

Mr.  Foster. — That  is  not  true. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  do  not  know 
whether  the  honorable  member  is  reflecting 
upon  my  statement.  Perhaps  he  does  not 
know  mahogany  or  walnut  when  he  sees 
those  woods.  I  know  swnething  about 
woods,  and  I  say  that  if  the  honorable 
membej  examines  the  ipiano  in  question  he 
will  fintl  that  it  does  not  contain  as  much 
Australian  wood  as  would  be  required  to 
boil  a  decent  sized  billy.  Let  any  honorable 
member  who  knows  anything  about  woods 
examine  the  piano,  and  say  whether  my 
statement  cannot  be  borne  out.  With  re- 
gard to  the  claim  that  an  increased  duty 
is  necessar\  Ixx-ause  this  is  a  languishing 
industry,  I. am  authorized  to  slate  that  there 
is  a  gentleman  in  the  city  who,  if  Mr. 
Beale  thinks  he  is  going  to  lose  money 
should  he  not  be  given  the  increased  protec- 
tion for  which  he  is  asking,  is  willing  to 
purchase  the  whole  of  his  business,  and  all 
his  assets,  and  to  give  him  jQi  for  every 
one  of  the  shares  uliich  he  f»bfained  for  5s. 
each.  He  will  do  that  without  any  increase 
of  the  dut>-.  He  imdertakes  to  establish  a 
factory  in  Melbourne  u-ithin  the  next  twelve 
mcMiths,  and  is  willing  to  put  up  a  bond 
of  £St°^^  that  he  will  do  it.  What  has 
Mr.  Beale  to  say  to  that?  Here  is  a 
chance  for  him  to  dispose  profitably  of  his 
business  if  he  thinks  he  is  going  to  lose. 
He  will  get  jQi  each  for  e\ery  one  of 
those  shares  for  which  he  paid  only  5s.' 

Mr.  Hughes. — What  is  the  name  of  the 
man  who  makes  the  offer  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  have  no  objection 
to  stating  it.  It  is  Mr.  Wertheim.  All 
that  he  stipulates  is  that  the  essential  pai 
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of  the  instJumeiits  which  are  not  manu- 
factured here  should  be  admitted  free. 

Mr.  Crouch. — It  is  the  best  give-away 
1  ever  heard  in  mv  life. 

Mr.  JOHNSON— That  is  a  very  inane 
remark.  It  is  a  fair  business  propositiiMi. 
Win  Mr.  Keale  accept  the  challenge?  If 
any  honorable  member,  engaged  in  a  busi- 
ness, tho.igiit  he  was  going  to  lose  cm  it 
lifcause  he  did  not  receive  sufficient  pro- 
tection, and  had  a  bond  fide  cash  offer  of 
that  kind  made  tu  him  to  purchase  the 
business  from  him,  and  give  him  three 
times  us  much  as  it  cost  him  for  his  shares, 
would  he  not  jump  at  it?  Here  is  a  chance 
for  Mr.  Beale  if  he  really  believes  he  is 
going  tu  lose  mone>. 

Mr.  Spence.— How  much  commission 
will  the  honorable  membej  get  on  the 
sale  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  do  not  know  either 
uf  the  parties.  I  think  I  met  Mr.  Beale 
simewhere  a  l"ng  time  ago,  but  I  have 
not  met  any  of  the  gentlemen  who  are  con- 
cenie<l  in  the  other  industr\  .  1  have  never 
met  Mr.  Wertheim,  and  would  not  know 
him  if  I  saw  him.  Whenever  messages 
have  been  brought  to  me  that  some  one 
wanted  to  see  me,  I  have  always  asked  the 
messenger  if  it  was  about  the  Tariff,  and 
have  a^lutely  refused  to  see  anybody  un- 
less he  was  a  personal  friend,  or  a  con- 
stituent, because  I  want  to  keep  my  mind 
free  from  undue  influence  in  considering 
the  duties. 

Mr.  Crouch.— Is  not  the  honorable 
nvmlier  Ln  d;iil\  consu!tati»>n  with  Mr. 
Max  Hirsch? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  --  That  is  not  true, 
ttiough  I  meet  Iiim  occasionailv,  and  do 
not  see  any  reason  to  avoid  him.  He  hap- 
pens to  be  a  personal  friend  of  mine.  He 
is  not  a  piano  or  other  imiwrter  or  manu- 
facturer, so  far  as  I  am  aware,  so  what 
has  that  to  do  with  it? 

Mr.  Hughes. — Did  Mr.  Wertheim  put 
that  offer  in  writing? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Yes.  it  is  in  wjiting. 
I  think  the  honorable  meml>er  for  Koo- 
yong  has  the  original  document. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Will  Mr.  Wertheim  get 
it  sealed  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber can  ask  those  questions  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Kooyong,  to  whom  I  have 
to  apologize  for  referring  to  the  matter. 
I  had  intended  to  let  the  honorable  m«n- 
ber  deal  with  it  himself.  It  was  really 
drawn  out  of  me  by  the  nature  of  the  in- 
*»rjections.    With  regard  to  the  copv  of 


Mr.  Beale's  balance-sheet,  I  have  ascer- 
tained, by  further  jjersonal  inquiries  dur- 
ing the  luncheon  hour,  that  it  is  absolutely 
authentic. 

Mr.  Watson. — Where  difl  the  honorable 
memlier  get  it  from? 

"SU.  JOHNSON.— Although  I  am  not 
at  liberty,  at  present,  to  disclose  the  name 
of  the  person  frc»n  whom  I  received 
it  

Mr.  Watson. — How  does  the  honorable 
member  know  that  it  is  authentic? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Will  tlie  honorable 
member  allow  me  to  make  my  statement 
first?  The  balance-sheet  is  si^neil.  or 
(purports  to  be  signed,  by  ^fessrs.  F- 
MacDonnell  and  A.  Korster.  as  audi- 
tors, by  Octavious  C.  Beale,  manag- 
ing director,  and  Thomas  Davidson,  secre- 
tarv.  Here  I  am  going  to  issue  a  chal- 
lenge. If  .Mr.  Beale  will  declare  that 
this  balance-sheet  is  a  forgery,  and  that 
the  signatures  of  the  auditors,  himself ,^ 
and  his  secretarv  are  forgeries,  and  give 
a  guarantee  that  he  will  prosecute  the  man 
who  supplied  me  with  the  information.  I 
will  gire  that  man's  name.  This  balance- 
sheet  was  obtained  from  somel)ody  cf>n- 
nerted  with  Mr.  Beale's  own  business.  If 
the  names  of  the  auditors  are  forgeries, 
those  gentlemen  will  be  able  to  take  the 
neces.sary  action. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Are  those  the  original 
signatures  ? 

>fr.  JOHNSON.— No.  this  is  a  tyr>ed 
copy  of  the  balance-sheet.  I  think  even 
the  honorable  member  for  So'-ith  Svdney 
will  admit  that  that  is  a  fair  challenge. 

^fr.  Watson. — I  do  not  think  it  is  fair 
to  circulate  privately  a  rop\  of  a  balance- 
sheet  of  that  kind.  It  should  be  printed 
and  supplied  publicly, 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  believe  there  is  a 
law  which  compels  all  regist^e<l  com- 
panies to  publish  their  balance-sheets. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^The  honorable  member 
should  be  aware  that  that  class  of  balance- 
sheet  is  not  cnnpelled  by  the  cfflnpany 
law  of  New  South  Wales  to  be  exhibited.' 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther this  balance-sheet  has  Ix^n  published 
or  not,  hut  I  am  assured,  on  the  word 
of  honour  of  the  gentleman  from  whom  I 
received  tlie  information,  that  it  is  an 
absolute  copy  of  the  actual  balance-sheet 
itself.  He  has  empowered  me  to  sav  that 
if  Mr.  Beale  is  prepared  tfPdedaf^l^at  it 
is  a  forgery,  and^'f W  ^th^^^i^iftjfe  are- 
forgeries,  I  can  disclose  his  name. 
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The  CHAIRMAN.— It  would  be  much 
better  if  the  hcMiorable  member  would  deal 
directly  with  the  item  rather  than  with  the 
business  of  Mr.  Beale,  or  anybody  else. 
I  have  no  desire  to  curtail  the  hwiorable 
member's  remarks  in  any  way,  but  if  there 
is  to  be  a  discussion  on  the  actual  business 
transactions  of  fmas,  it  may  be  endless. 

Mr.  JOHNSON'.— The  argument  put 
forward  for  raising  the  duty  is  that  the 
profits  on  the  manufacture  are  so  small 
that  the  perscms  engaged  in  it  are  ocm- 
strained  to  come  to  this  House  and  ask 
for  m<»ietary  assistance  ih  the  shcpe  of 
an  increased  duty.  Therefore,  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  they  are  making  a  pn^t 
or  loss,  as  shown  by  their  balance-sheet,  is 
most  important,  and  must  have  a  direct 
influence  on  honorable  member's  votes. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  do  not  wish  to 
durtail  the  honorable  member's  remarks  in 
any  way,  but  he  was  going  rather  into  the 
personal  side  of  Mr.  Beale's  business,  or 
that  of  some  other  manufacturer.  It  will 
be  far  bett^  for  hkn  to  deal  with  the  mat- 
ter directly. 

^^r.  Crouch. — Did  the  honOTable  mem- 
ber get  that  balance-sheet  from  his  per- 
sonal friend? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber can  find  out  those  little  things  for 
himself. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Did  the  honorable 
member  get  balance-sheets  from  the  im- 
porters ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— There  was  no  neces- 
sity. The  importers  are  not  asking  for 
the  privilege  of  a  monopoly.  This  man 
is  asking  for  a  monetary  benefit  at 
the  expense  of  the  taxpayers ;  the  im- 
porters are  not.  When  a  man  asks  for 
monetary  gain  to  himself  in  his  business 
at  the  expense  of  the  community,  it  is  his 
dutv  to  show  reasons  for  his  claim. 

Mr.  WiLKS, — ^Why  did  not  the  honor- 
able member  demand  a  balance-sheet  in 
the  case  of  every  other  industry  that  we 
have  been  discussing? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  have  said  often 
Plough  that  we  should  see  them.  But  they 
are  always  carefullv  burned.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  go  into  all  the  particulars  of  the 
balance-sheet,  but  I  will  lay  it  on  the  table 
of  the  House,  and  honorable  members  can 
studv  it  for  themselves.  I  pTopose  to 
make  a  few  ccwnments  on  it. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Is  the  hcmorable  member 
going  to  put  it  in  Hansard? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.- Yes. 


Mr.  Hughes.  —  Then  the  honorable 
member  had  better  read  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— If  it  wilt  be  printed 
in  Hansard  without  my  reading  it  out*  I 
should  like  to  save  the  time  of  the  Cchu- 
mittee. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — It  ought  not  to  go 
into  Hansard  without  being  read. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.- Then  I  had  better 
read  it.     It  is  as  follows — 

BcAijc  &  Co.  Ltd. 
Balance-sMeet  for  year  ending  yoth  June,  1905. 

Liabilities :  Authorized  capital,  60,000  shares 
at  £1  each  fully  paid,  £60,000 ;  less  3,285 
shares  unissued,  ;^3,a8s — ^56,715.  Time  pay- 
ment adjusting  values  account,  being  33^  per 
cent,  on  /85,88f  Ss.  6d.  —  £2^,62^  3s.  2t\. 
IMant  Depreciation  Account,  to  per  cent,  on 
£4,62^  IS.  lid. — £462  1 8s,  2d. ;  Debenture  Loans, 
Bank  of  New  South  Wales,  £i6,-;50i  W.  R. 
Hall,  j^i6,25o ;  interest  calculated  to  date, 
£420  IS.  id. — £3:^,420  IS.  id ;  Bank  of  New 
South  Wales  account  (unpresented  chegues), 
£404  8s.  gd  ;  bills  payable,  ^^629  7s.  lod.  i  sun- 
dry creditors,  ^2,907  14s.  gd. ;  Bank  of  New 
South  Wales  land  purchase  account,  £$56  3s. — 
jf37,gi7  iss.  56.  i  profit  and  loss  balance,  £2,60$ 
13s.  7d. ;  total  liabilities,  £1^,229  10%.  ^d. 
The  assets  consist  of— 

Customers'  debit  balancei,  piano,  j£S3,845  is. 
7d, ;  madiine,  £i,o^  7».  iid.  

Mr.  Storser. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
Is  it  in  order,,  when  we  are  discussing 
the^  duty  on  pianos,  the  manufacture  of 
which  is  an  Australian  industry,  to  enter 
into  the  details  of  any  person's  business, 
when  that  business  is  not  a  public  one  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  understand  the 
honorable  member  for  Lang  is  taking  up 
the  position  that  this  industry  is  doing 
well,  and  that  therefore  there  is  no  irnxs- 
sity  for  an  increase  of  duty.  He  is  try- 
ing to  show  reasons  why  he  has  come  to 
that  oxiclusion.  If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber were  to  go  beycmd  the  actual  question 
involved  in  the  item  he  would  be  going 
too  far. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  will  not  read  all 
the  details,  but  will  give  the  totals.  The 
other  assets  consist  of  merchandise  and 
factory  stocks,  and  materials  on  hand ; 
cash  on  hand,  and  at  branches ;  factory, 
landed  property,  and  buildings ;  machinery, 
plant,  and  tools ;  horses,  v^icles,  &c ; 
offices  and  shops,  furniture  and  fittings ; 
patents  and  trade  marks  account ;  and 
simdry  debtors;  making  the  total  assets 
j£i26,$2g  los.  4d.  The  [X-<^t  and  loss 
account,  which  is  of  more  importance, 
contains,  on  the  cHie  side,  items  for  general 
expenses,  wholesale  expenses,  discount, 
interest  and  exchange,  advertising,  sta- 
tionery, bad  debts  (travellers'  deficiencies. 
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machine,  piano,  and  sundry  debtors), 
auditors'  fees,  subscriptions,  legal  ex- 
penseSf  fire  insurance,  piano  fire  insuruice/ 
and  a  profit  and  loss  balanoe  of 
£2,605  13s.  7d.,  making  a  total  of 
^^36,413  6s.  2d.  On  the  other  side  of 
the  profit  and  loss  account,  appear — 
"  balance  from  last  year,  ^^3,105  13s.  6d.  ; 
forfeited  premiums,  ;^3,ooi  8s.  8d."  It 
is  a  strange  commentary  on  the  quality  of 
these  pianos  that  there  should  be  so  many 
forfeited  premiums.  It  does  not  look  as 
if  people  particularly  appreciated  the  in- 
struments. In  1904-5,  the  gross  profits 
on  the  sale  of  pianos,  over  cost  of  manu- 
facture, as  shown  under  ' '  Mercliandise 
Account — Piano,"  was  ^£29,549  6s.  6d. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  think  the  honor- 
able member  is  going  quite  beycmd  the 
question,  and  that  the  totals  would  be  quite 
sufficient  to  support  his  argument. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  ha.\e  just  about  fin- 
ished with  this  part  of  the  subject.  To  the 
£29,549  6s.  6d.  must  be  added  "  for- 
feited premiums,'*  amounting  to  £i,ooi 
8s.  8d.,  being  deposits  and  payments  by 
time  payment  purchasers  who  did  not  com- 
plete purchase.  This  shows  the  total  gross 
profit  to  be  j^3z,S50  15s.  2d.  The  net 
profit  shown,  after  deducting  expenditure 
for  sale  of  pianos,  is  £2,605  ^3'-  7^* 

Mr.  Spence. — That  is  very  small. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— But  it  is  unduly  re- 
duced by  the  sum  writtai  o£F  for  possible 
bad  debts  under  the  "  Time  Payment  Ad- 
justing Values  Account."  This  sum  was 
;^38,628,  while  the  total  amount  out- 
standing was  ^^85,884  9s.  6d.,  show- 
ing <xie-third  written  off.  The  1905-6 
accounts  show  £3^909  so  written  off ; 
and,  therefore,  there  must  be  added 
to  the  net  profit  the  sum  of  £2,$oo, 
and  also  .1^3.000,  which,  I  am  assured,  is 
the  salarv'  of  Mr.  Beale,  who  is  virtually 
the  proprietor,  owning  practically  all  the 
shares.  This  brings  the  net  profits  for 
1904-5  up  to  j^8.ios  13s.  7d. 

Mr.  Spence. — Are  these  figures  from  the 
balance-sheet,  or  do  they  represent  the 
honorable  member's  comments  on  the 
balance-sheet? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— They  are  comments 
on  the  balance-sheet.  In  1905-6,  the  gross 
profit  amounted  to  ;^43,42i  is.  tid.,  and 
the  forfeited  premiums  to  :^2.734  14s.  4d.. 
showing  the  total  of  ^^46,155  16s.  3d. 
This  is  an  increase  over  the  preceding  year 
£^3,605  IS.  id.,  or  nearly  50  per  cent. 
The  net  profit  is  shown  as  ^^7,323,  and 
to  this  must  Be  added  excessive  deduction 


for  possible  bad  debts,  say,  ^3,000,  and 
also  Mr.  Beale's  salary,  £3,000,  showing 
a  total  net  profit  of  £13,323,  an  increase 
over  the  preceding  year  of  ^5,208,  or  67 
per  cent.  I  could  go  further  into  the 
figures,  but  those  I  have  quoted  are  sufli- 
cient  to  show  a  large  increase  of  profits 
in  two  years — from  ;^8,ooo  odd  to 
;^i3,ooo  odd. 

Mr.  Crouch.— The  balance-sheet  does 
not  show  profits  of  more  than  2^  per  cwrt. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— If  the  honorable 
menJ}er  pidcs  out  the  items,  be  will  see 
that  what  I  sa^  is  correct.  In  1904-5,  on 
a  nominal  capital  of  £56,115,  the  profits 
equalled  14^  per  cent,  and  on  Mr.  Beale's 
shares,  whirfi  were  originally  purchased  at 
5s.,  a  profit  of  58  per  cent.  The  figures 
make  it  clear  that  Mr.  Beale  received  enM*- 
mous  profits  out  of  this  industry  in  the  two 
years  I  have  mentioned ;  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  he  has  done  even 
better  in  the  year  1906-7.  The  fact  that 
Mr.  Beale  has  not  presented  his  balance- 
sheet  for  this  year,  or  snlxnitted  his  hocAs 
to  examinaticHi,  is  pHmd  facie  evidence  that 
he  if  doing  remarkably  well. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Mr.  Beale  is  not  making 
3  per  cent,  profit. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  have  already 
p(nnted  out  that  there  is  a  gentleman  in 
town  who  is  willing  to  purchase  his  busi- 
ness, give  Mr.  Beue  £1  for  every  share 
which  originally  cost  5s.,  take  over  all  the 
assets,  and,  without  any  increase  in  the 
dutv,  give  a  bond  to  the  Government  to 
start  a  piano  manufactory  within  twelve 
months.  The  effect  of  the  duties  on  both 
pianos  and  parts,  as  proposed  by  the  Go 
%ernment,  will  be  to  establish  Mr.  Beale  in 
an  absolute  mon(^ly;  and  I  take  it  that 
even  the  most  ardent  protectionists  are 
anxious  to  see  other  factories  started. 
During  the  last  two  or  three  years  Mr. 
Beale  has  ccmamenced  the  manufacture  of 
certain  parts,  though  not  all,  used  in  tbe 
construction  of  his  pianos ;  and  unless 
parts  be  made  free  there  will  be  no  possible 
chance  of  any  one  successfully  oranpeting 
with  him.  I  think  T  have  adduced  suflS. 
cient  facts  to  show  that  there  is  no  necessity 
for  any  increase  in  the  duties ;  and  T  invite 
the  consideration  of  hcmorable  members  for 
a  section,  of  the  OMnmunity,  who,  unfor- 
tunately, are  too  frequently  forgotten  when 
Tariff  questicMis  are  before  us,  namely,  the 
purchasers.  We  have  had  petitTmis  pre- 
sented to  us.  signed  by  6,000  music 
teachers,   against   the  imposition   of  the 
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duties  on  pianos,  which,  to  them,  are  a 
means  of  siibsistfnce.  Hven  when  prices 
are  low,  it  is  a  struggle  with  many  teachers 
to  obtain  instruments;  and  if  we  unduly  in- 
flate values,  we  shall  inflict  ^jreat  disability 
on  a  deserving  class.  In  passing,  I  may 
[wint  out  that  the  manager  of  Mr.  Beale's 
fartor\  is  ;i  GiTnian  ;  so  ihnt  not  only  are 
1  the  parts  of  the  instruments  of  foreign 
'  manufacture,  l)ut  the  manaf;ement  of  the 
'  business  is  in  the  hantis  of  a  foreigner,  al- 
though Mj.  Beale  complains  so  much  about 
the  competitiwi  of  German  and  other  manu- 
facturers abroad.  I  should  like  to  see  a 
piano  in  every  poor  man's  home;  and,  bear- 
ing in  mind  the  music  teachers,  I  think  that 
pianos  ought,  like  sewing  machines,  to  be 
made  free,  as  Itehig  a  means  of  livelihood. 
I  rtvof^nise.  however,  that  there  is  no  pos- 
sible chance  of  the  instruments  l>eing  made 
free,  and,  therefore.  I  move  - 

Thiit  after  the  wonls  "40  ]>er  cent.,"  para- 
f;rai)h  A,  the  words  "ami  on  ;in<l  nfter  12th  De- 
■cember,  11)07,  (^'eneral   Tariff),  25  per 

cent.,"  be  inserteil. 

If  this  amendment  is  carried,  I  shall  move 
to  make  the  duty  against  tlie  Unite(!  King- 
dom 20  per  cent. 

Mr.  WATSON"  (South  Svdney)  [2.56].— 
It  is  rather  unfortunate,  in  considering  a 
<]uestion  of  some  national  imjjortance,  that 
the  names  of  individuals  should  lie  intro- 
diM^l.  'I"o  my  mind,  it  is  of  no  impor- 
tance whether  it  is  Mr.  Beale,  Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Smith,  or  any  *>ther  [lerson  who  en- 
gages in  this  indu-stry.  Bnt,  as  Mr.  Beale's 
name  has  been  mentioned,  it  is,  perhaps, 
j)ro|)er  to  say  a  word  or  two,  which  ap- 
peal to  me  as  rei>resenting  the  other  side 
■of  the  ledger  from  that  jiresented  by  the 
honorable  mrml)er  for  Lang.  In  the  first 
i^jlace,  that  honorable  memlxr  told  us  that 
Mr.  Beale  is  jKwing  as  a  patriot,  and  claim- 
ing sjiecial  consideration  on  that  ground; 
but  I  have  not  heard  Mr.  Beale  make  any 
such  claim  in  connexion  with  his  business. 
What  he  has  claimed  is  that  he  has  estab- 
lished a  new  industry,  so  far  as  Australia 
is  concerned;  and  I  think  that  he  is  en- 
titled to  every  consideraticm  in  that  regajd. 
Mr.  Beale  was,  as  the  honorable  member 
for  Lang  said,  at  one  time  an  importer  of 
pianos,  and,  when  he  carried  on  that  busi- 
ness solely,  we  cannot  l>lame  him  for  seek- 
ing to  get  the  l)est  terms  jKJssible  from 
foreign  manufacturers.  But  Mr.  Beale 
thought  there  was  an  opening  for  a  local 
manufacture  of  pianos,  and  engaged  in  the 
industry.    I  have  no  reason  politically  t'> 


speak  one  word  for  Mr.  Beale.  I  under- 
stand that  attempts  have  been  made  to  in- 
fluence some  h(Mioral}le  members  on  the 
ground  that  he  holds  certain  political 
opinions — that  some  members  of  the 
partv  to  which  _I  l)elong  have  l-een 
prmrhed  with  statements  of  what  Mr. 
Beale  had  said  at  different  times  about  that 
party,  and  so  on.  In  mv  view,  that  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  treatment 
to  be  accorded  to  this  industry.  I  dare 
say  if  we  looked  into  the  matter,  we  sbouM 
find  that  importers  hold  opinions  just  as 
stxcMig  as  those  of  Mr.  Beale  about  the 
Labour  Party. 

Mr.  Mahon. —  Imix>rters  are  not  asking 
Parliament  fur  a  .subsidv  as  Mr.  Beale  is 

doing. 

Mr.  WATSON.  —  The  im]x>rters  ask 
that  Australia  may  be  sacrificed  in  order 
that  they  may  exact  their  (wund  of 
flesh  from  the  consumer.  We  all  know 
tKat  when  the  imiK>rters  get  the  conr/jmer 
under  their  thumb  they  are  careful  to  exact 
the  last  mivit  that  can  be  got  out  of  him. 
In  justice  to  M.r.  Beale, -it  ought  to  le 
said— whatever  his  political  opinions  may 
be,  and  I  do  not  know  what  opinions  he 
now  holds  in  reference  to  the  Lal>our 
Party — that  during  the  whole  period  his 
factory  has  l)een  in  existence,  he  has  paid 
the  highest  wages  in  the  furniture  trade. 
The  secretary  of  the  Cabinet  Makers' 
Union  informed  me  some  years  ago  that 
there  was  no  man  employing  cabinet 
makers  in  Svdnev  who  paid  wages  ap- 
proaching those  then  paid  by  Mr.  Beale. 
Although  the  arltitraticHi  award  recently 
gix-en  in  connexion  with  the  furniture 
trade  prescril)es  certain  rates  of  wages 
Mr.  Beale  had  Ix^n,  and  still  is,  pax  ing 
wages  in  excess  of  those  rates.  I 
say  that  he  is  entitled  to  credit  in  that  he 
has  always  paid  good  wages  to  the  opera- 
tives in  the  industrv  in  which  he  is  en- 
gaged. I  know  that  he  has  always  ob- 
served the  eight  hours  system — indeed, 
his  is  the  only  piano  factory  in  the  world 
which  is  conducted  under  that  system. 
When  the  recent  arbitration  award  pre- 
scribed a  lower  rate  of  wages  than  be  had 
been  paying,  he  might,  had  he  been  of  a 
grasping  disiiosition,  eas'ly  have  attempted 
to  reduce  the  wages  ipaid  by  him  to  that 
level.  But  he  has  not  done  so.  It  has  been 
said  that  Mr.  Beale  exposes  himself  to  cri- 
ticism so  far  as  his  balance-sheet  is  con- 
cerned, Ix'cause  he  is  asking  for  monetary 
assistance  at  the  expense  of  the  taxpayers. 
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Mr.  WiLKS. — Does  the  honoral)It  mem- 
ber think  that  14^  per  cent,  represents  an 
inordinate  profit  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— 1  do  not.  I  shall, 
howwer,  refer  to  that  aspect  of  the  ques- 
tion presently.  If  protectionists  admit  that 
the  impositit'm  of  an  increased  duty  means 
granting  monetar}'  assistance  to  Mr.  Beale 
.  at  the  expense  of  the  taxpayers,  then  the 
whole  fabric  of  protection  must  fall,  antl 
we  have  no  xiglit  to  support  it.  But  I  deny 
at  once  that  any  such  assistance  is  involved 
in  the  ,pro]H>sai  to  impose  higher  duties, 
and  I  den\  i;  especiall)  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  a  scheme  has  already  been  put 
forward  for  the  initiation  of  what  is  known 
as  the  new  protection — a  scheme  which  is 
intended  to  protect  both  the  wage-earner 
and  the  consumer,  arid  which,  I  believe, 
will  achieve  something  in  the  direction  of 
preventing  the  consumer  from  l>fing  mulcted 
in  increased  prices  as  the  result  of  the 
oiwration  of  higher  duties.  Those  who 
hold  that  the  imposition  of  an  increased 
rate  upon  pianos  will  j)enalize  tht*  tax- 
payers for  Mr.  Beale's  benefit  ought  not  to 
\ote  for  any  such  duty,  and  the\-  cer- 
tainly ought  not  to  support  the  new  pro- 
tection, Ixx-aiise  it  is  evident  that  tlies  do 
not  belie.e  th;it  it  will  inro\e  efficacious.  I 
submit  that  if  the  new  pmlertion  prnjxjsals 
achieve  '.heir  olijecl:  I)v  prn:f;'tiiig  the  ron- 
Mimer  .tiuI  the  wagt'-eariXT  alike.  Mr. 
Tteale — in  the  e\ent  of  increased  duties 
ht'ing  lexied  will  secure  a  larger  market 
than  he  has  previously  enjoyed,  his  mana- 
gerial expenses  will  be  proportionately  re- 
duced, and  he  may  thus  enjoy  an  increased 
profit.  But  the  selling  price  of  his  pianos 
will  have  to  remain  what  it  has  been. 

Mr.  PoVNTON. — Is  that  so? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  think  so. 

Mr.  Thomas. —  if  it  be  so,  I  think  that 
fact  will  influence  a  good  many  votes. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  take  it  that  it  is 
.■il>soluteIy  so. 

Mr.  Atkinson*. — What  giiarante<-  has 
the  honorable  meml)er  that  it  will  be  so? 

Mr.  WATSON.  -I  admit  that  I  cannot 
guarantee  it. 

Mr.  BowDEN.  — It  is  like  Mr. 
McDougali's  guarantee  in  regard  to  the 
[irice  of  slrawlxjard. 

Mr.  WATSON. — That  was  an  instance 
in  which  a  man  did  take  advantage  of  an 
increase  of  the  duty  to  increase  his  i^ice 
to  the  consumer,  ami  I  showed  mv  resent- 
ment of  his  action  by  pairing  against  the 
projjosed  increa.se  of  the  duty.    But  in 


the  present  instance  we  have  an  assurance 
that  the  price  of  these  pianos  will  not  be- 
increase<l  by  the  manufacturer,  and  we 
also  know  that  we  intend  to  subject  all 
industries  to  a  rigid  scrutiny  in  resi)ect 
of  the  prices  charged  to  the  consumer, 
amongst  other  things.  If  the  price  of  Mr. 
Beale's  pianos  be  increased  an  immediate 
reduction  of  the  duty  would  be  rectMn- 
mended,  and  perscmallv  I  should  vote  for 
it. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — Can  it  te  done? 

Mr.  WATSON.— As  a  matter  of  fact,  it 
is  being  done  in  iCanaila  at  the  present 
time.  If  two  or  three  manufacturers 
are  engaged  in  an  industry,  and  only  one- 
is  charging  the  con.4Umer  an  unduly  high 
price,  it  follows  that  the  competition  of 
his  rivals  will  reduce  prices  to  their  normal 
level.  I  admit  that  where  there  is  only 
one  manufacturer  engaged  in  an  industry 
we  are  in  an  exceeilingly  awkward  posi- 
tion. But  how  are  we  to  increase  the 
number  of  manufacturers?  Shall  .we  ac- 
complish it  by  lowering  the  proposed  duty? 
I  say.  "Let  us  imjKKe  a  dutv  which  will 
make  it  unprofitable  to  bring  cheap  pianos 
into  Australia,  and  thf-n  more  manufac- 
tories will  spring  up,  and  we  shall  thus 
bring  about  a  degree  of  comj-etition  which 
will  maintain  prices  at  a  reasonable  level." 

Mr.  Wilson. — The  luniorable  memlier  is 
now  advocating  prohibition. 

Mr.  WATSON. —The  lionorable  mem- 
lier's  assumption,  like  many  of  his  assump- 
tions, is  based  uiinn  an  instvure  founila 
tion.    We  have  been  told  by  the  honorable 
meml>er  for  Lang  that  an  offer  was  madr 
by  Mr.  Wertheim  to  buy  Mr.  Beale  out, 
and    to  give    him    20s.    for    e^■er\  jQ< 
share  that  he  held  in  his  companx,  1  ut  1 
did  not  hear  anv  mention  made  of  a  guar- 
antee that  the  industry  wou!d  Le  carrie<I 
on  as  it  has  been,  or  that  the  existing  ratei 
of  wages  would  continue  to  lie  pai<I.  Ac- 
cording  to   the   honorable   meml)er,  Mr. 
Werthfim  is  so  cinnjrce<l  {)f  the  enormous 
profits  to  l)e  made  in  the  industr\  that  he 
is  prepared  to  give   Mr.   Beale  20s.  for 
every  £,\  that  has  been  invested  in  it. 
What   does  that   argue?   Tf  such  greai 
profits  are  to  be  made  out  of  the  locaF 
manuf.icture  of  pianfs,  why  has  not  Mr. 
Wertheim  already  started  in  opposition  to 
Mr.  Heate?    Wh\    b.ive  not  anv   of  thtr 
German  manufacturers  established  hrarK'h 
factories  in  Australia?      ^  , 

Mr.    Hughes. -CWi.WS&^9*f^8iS 
iK-tter. 
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Mr.  WATSON.— It  is  because  they  can 
make  higher  profits  by  importing  pianos 
made  in  the  factories  of  Germany,  where 
the  operatives  work  \.ong  hours,  than  they 
could  obtain  by  undertaking  their  manu- 
facture in  the  Commonwealth,  and  observ- 
ing Australian  conditions  as  to  hours  of 
labour  and  rates  of  wages.  If  they  could 
be  assured  of  these  immense  profits  un- 
doubtedly thev  would  start  operations  in 
opposition  to  Mr.  Beale.  The  golden  mine 
which  the  latter  is  said  to  be  working 
would  not  be  permitted  to  remain  unex- 
ploited  verv  long  if  it  really  existed.  It 
is  because  it  doss  not  exist — because  the 
industry  has 'been  struggling — that  capital- 
ists fight  shy  of  it. 

Mr.  Wilson. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber call  an  industry  which  is  returning  14^ 
per  cent,  a  struggling  one  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  wish  that  the  honor- 
able member  in  his  own  business  would 
be  satisfied  with  the  rate  of  profit  disclosed 
in  Mr.  Beale's  balance-sheet. 

Mr.  Wilson. — We  have  very  often  to 
accept  a  great  deal  less. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Very  frequently  the 
bcxiwable  member  is  able  to  get  a  great 
deal  more.  In  my  view  we  shall  be  acting 
wiselv  if  we  increase  the  old  duty  upon 
pianos,  in  order  to  insure  the  establish- 
ment of  more  than  ant  piano  factory  in 
Australia.  Last  year  there  were  imported 
into  the  Commonwealth  pianos  to  the 
value  of  ;^25o,ooo,  of  which  j£$$,ooo 
worth  came  from  Great  Britain,  and  nearly 
;^2oo,ooo  worth  from  Germany. 

Mr.  Glynn.— But  there  were  about  a 
dozen  classes  of  pianos  imported,  and  that 
is  a  very  important  point  to  consider. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Even  making  allow- 
ance for  that  fact,  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
pianos  are  mainly  imported  from  Germany. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — Seme  of  them  were  good 
pianos. 

Mr.  WATSON.—  Undoubtedly.  But  a 
large  proportion  of  them  were  not.  Upon 
the  table  of  the  House  is  a  catalogue  show- 
ing that  the  wholesale  price  of  a  certain 
piano  in  England  was  odd.  Now,  no- 
body will  contend  that  a  decent  instrument 
can  be  manufactured  for  that  price,  even 
with  the  aid  of  cheap  labour.  The  ave- 
rage value  of  the  German  pianos  imported 
last  year  was  ^Qit)  odd. 

Mr.  Fuller. — That  is  not  so. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  prefer  to  accept  the 
Customs  returns,  rather  than  the  honorable 
monber's  statement. 
[25«] 


Mr.  Mahon. — I  have  a  return  which 
shows  that  the  average  value  of  the  German 
pianos  imported  was  ;^23. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  can  assure  the  honor- 
able member  that  I  have  a  later  return. 

Mr.  Mahon. — ^Then  the  tKmorable  mem- 
ber must  have  obtained  it  within  the  last 
five  minutes. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  did. 

Mr.  Fuller. — Will  the  h(xiorable  mem 
ber  allow  the  Treasurer  to  make  a  state- 
ment upcm  that  particular  point? 

Mr.  WATSON.— By  all  means.  I  re- 
peat that  the  average  value  of  the  Ger- 
man pianos  imported  into  the  Common* 
wealth  is  about  £19. 

Mr.  Fuller. — I  do  not  think  the  Trea- 
surer will  indorse  that  statement 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  original  statement 
of  the  Customs  Departmentt  which  it  was 
thought  was  incorrect,  has  since  been 
proved  to  be  approximately  accurate. 

Mr.  Glynn. — The  price  quoted  by_  the 
honorable  member  is  the  price  of  the  pianos 
in  Germany. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Yes.  But  a  lot  of  the 
pianos  imported  are  of  the  better  class,  and 
consequently  the  average  price  of  the 
cheaper  instruments  would  be  considerably 
lower  than  I  hav«  indicated. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvMB. — ^Is  the  honorable 
member  referring  to  all  pianos  impOTted,  or 
merely  to  the  German  pianos? 

Mr.  WATSON.— To  the  German. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  average  value 
is  a  little  higher  than  that  stated  bv  the 
honorable  member, 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  must  admit  that 
there  has  been  some  confusion  in  the  Cus- 
toms Department  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
as  the  result  of  which  it  is  rather  diflicult 
to  disentangle  the  truth. 

Mr.  Fuller. — The  Customs  authorities 
are  now  satisfied  that  the  average  price  of 
the  pianos  imported  into  Victoria  is  a  little 
over  £,2^, 

Mr.  WATSON.— r  was  speakintr  of  the 
importation  into  the  Commonwealth.  We 
all  know  that  the  pianos  imported  from 
Great  Britain  are,  on  the  average,  of  a 
higher  class  than  those  which  are  imported 
from  Germany. 

Mr.  Glynn. — What  about  the  local  cost 
of  nroduction  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— We  all  know  that  the 
difference  between  the  cost  of  production 
and  the  selling  price  is  very  considerable. 
That  is  the  result  of  the  system  which  ob- 
tains. The  same  remark /spnJifis_^«auaIlv 
to  sewing  machine^'£tt5f*fei6feftVTn®w^*ers, 
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and  in  a  lesser  degree  to  bicycles.  An 
arbitrary  price  is  fixed  for  these  articles, 
and  that  price  is  determined  in  a  lar^e  mea- 
■ure  by  the  cost  incurred  in  canvassing  for 
sales,  and  by  the  cost  of  distribution- 

Mr.  Glynn. — That  applies  equally  to 
the  local  ly-manufactured  pianos. 

Mr.  WATSOX.— Quite  sa  With  re- 
gard to  the  imported  pianos,  while  they 
m;iy  be  invoiced  at  ^£35  each,  they  may 
l>e  sold  for  jQ-jo  each,  or,  under  the  time- 
p,i\ment  system — ^which  has  something  to 
commend  it,  although  it  involves  a  huge 
increase  of  price — for  even  more.  If  we 
are  to  have  the  development  of  Australian 
industries  which  we  all  desire,  we  must 
impose  a  higher  duty  upon  pianos,  as  well 
as  on  other  importCKl  articles.  With 
regard  to  the  production  of  balance-sheets, 
I  ask  those  who  have  cheerfully  voted  for 
duties  of  35  per  cent.,  why  they  did  not 
require  the  production  of  balance-sheets 
in  connexion  with  the  local  industries  which 
those  duties  were  designed  to  protect. 

Mr.  Mahon.  —Two  wrongs  do  not  make 
a  right. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — X  balance-sheet  should  be 
demanded  in  e^'ery  instance. 

Mr.  WATSON.— There  should  be  some 
degree  of  consistency.  There  was  as 
much  reason— no  more  and  no  less — for 
the  production  of  balance-sheets  in  con- 
nexion with  tliose  industries  as  there  is 
for  the  production  of  balance- slieets  in 
connexion  with  the  piano  industry.  We 
know  on  the  authority  of  the  unions  ccmi- 
ctTued  that  Mr.  lieale  pays  the  highest 
waf^es  in  Australia,  but  we  had  not  that 
guarantee  in  regard  to  a  number  of  other 
industries  to  which  we  have  been  rieason- 
aiily  liberal.  The  agent  charged  with 
the  putting  of  the  importers'  case  before 
Parliament  has  collected  an  enormous 
ni"'>unt  of  material — including  a  speech 
tl'-livored  bv  me  five  vears  ago,  in  which 
I  said  ilut  I  would  W  content  with  a  dutv 
of  20  j>er  cent,  on  jjianus  as  a  compromise 
— .ind  he  has  also  produced  tivo  balance- 
si  n'ets. 

Mr.  Wilson.— Tlie  honorable  member 
d'H's  not  mean  that  he  has  produced  ficti- 
tious balance-sheets? 

Mr.  WATSOX. -\o.  I  speak  of 
their  productiim  mcrelv  as  an  example  of 
Iiis  industry.  It  is  hardiv  fair.  hoM- 
C'\"er.  that  the  doniipents  have  not  been 
f;''nerallv  distributed. 

Mr.  King  t)'MALLEV. — A  man's  busi- 
tjess  secrets  h.ive  been  stolen. 


Mr.  WATSON.— One  naturally  does 
not  like  the  idea  of  obtaining  information 
of  this  sort  surreptitiously. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Then  the  honorable 
member  had  rio  sympathy  with  the  effort 
made  in  Court  the  other  day  to  get  the 
balance-sheet  of  Mr.  H.  V.  McKay. 

Mr.  WATSOX.— I  did  not  see  that  the 
production  of  that  balance-sheet  was  per- 
tinent to  the  question  whether  fair  and 
reasonable  wages  were  being  paid.  Mr. 
Beale's  balance-sheet,  if  it  were  neces- 
sary to  make  it  public,  should  have  been 
supplied  to  every  honorable  member.  But 
those  of  us  who  were  suspected  of  sym- 
pathizing, even  remotely,  with  the  establish- 
ing of  the  piano-making  industry  in  Austra- 
lia more  firmly  have  not  been  given  an 
opportunity  to  analyze  these  balance-sheets. 
I  have  been  able  to  glaiKe  over  them  only 
curawily.  They  are  balance-sheets  tot  the 
years  ending  30th  June.  7905,  and  30^1 
June,  1906,  and  do  not   seem   to  dis- 
close abnormal  prc^ts.     Xo  doubt  the 
Committee     is     sufficiently  conversant 
with    business    methods    to     draw  a 
distinction    between    money    so  invested 
that     it     will     continue     to     return  a 
fixed   interest    for   an    indefinite  or  pro- 
longed time,  in  regard  to  which  3  per  cent., 
4  per  cent.,  or  5  per  cent,  will  be  ac- 
cejXed,  and  money  sunk  in  a  business  whose 
earnings  will  be  subject  to  the  fluctuations 
of  the  market,  and  may  be  reduced  by  com- 
petition.   One  naturally  expects  a  larfrer 
return  from  a  business  investment  than 
from    an    investment     in  Government 
debentures.      1 1    has    become    an  un- 
written law  amongst  business-men  that  an 
enterprise  which  will  not  return  something 
like  10  per  cent,  after  making  proper  pro- 
vision for  depreciation  and  replacement  of 
plant  is  not  worth  touching.    If  Messrs. 
Wertheim  and  Company  were  induced  by  a 
higher  dutv  to  make  pianos  and  sewing  ma- 
chines in  Australia,  they  would  be  a  serious 
competitor  to  Mr.  Beale,  whose  business, 
laboriously  built  up  in  many  years,  might 
disappear  in  one  or  two.    These  balance- 
sheets,  which  have  been  produced  bv  the 

other  side  

Mr.  Mahon. — Does  the  h(MiorabIe  mem- 
ber question  their  authenticity? 

Mr.  WATSOX.— N*b;  but  it  cannot  be 
thought  that  their  figures  were  prepared 
to  produce  a  favorable  impressicm  so  far 
as  Mr.  Beale  is  concerned. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus.  —  If  the  honor- 
able member  doi^Szlb^yfeeJi^gteof  the 
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balance-sheets,  he  should  not  quote  fnxn 
them. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  do  not  express  any 
opinion  on  that  subject.  For  the  purposes 
of  my  argument,  I  am  assuming  that  the 
figures  are  correct.  The  authorized  capital 
of  the  concern  is  ;^6o,ooo. 

Mr.  Wilson.— The  shares  were  pur- 
chased at  55.  each. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  balance-sheet 
speaks  of  the  shares  as  each  fully  paid. 
It  is  marvellous  how  these  pseudo-free- 
traders alter  their  arguments  to  meet  par- 
ticular cases.  When  the  last  Tariff  was 
under  consideration,  we  were  told  that  we 
had  no  right  to  consider  the  amount-  of 
capital  written  off  by  the  Ballarat  Woollen 
Mills  Company  ;  that  we  must  cOTsider  only 
the  new  capital,  and  the  dividends  paid  on 
it.  But  now  it  is  alleged  that,  because 
Mr.  Beale  was  able  to  purchase  for  less 
than  their  nominal  value  some  shares  which 
had  been  fully  paid  up,  the  money  for 
which  had  gone  into  the  business,  we  should 
regard  the  capital  as  reduced  accordingly. 
Yet  the  mwiey  represented  by  the  nraninal 
value  of  those  shares  has  gone  into  the  busi- 
ness. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  am  afraid  that 
the  honorable  member  is  entering  upon  an 
analysis  of  the  balance-sheets,  which  I  pre- 
vented the  honorable  member  for  Lang 
from  doing.  If  I  allow  the  honorable 
member  to  make  this  analysis,  I  cannot  pre- 
vent others  from  following  him. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  honorable  member 
for  Bass  took  excepticm  to  the  acti<»i  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Cang  in  reading  the 
details  of  the  balance-sheets,  and  you  ruled 
that  the  latter  was  trying  to  show  that  the 
industry  does  not  need  the  assistance  of  an 
atra  duty,  inasmuch  as  it  now  pays  a  suffi- 
cient return.  I  propose  to  deal' with  the 
balance-sheet  only  so  far  as  mav  be  neces- 
sary to  establish  the  position  that  the  in- 
dustry requires  further  assistance. 

Mr.  Glynn. — Mr.  Justice  Higgins,  in 
his  decision  in  the  harvester  case,  said  that 
the  scale  of  wages  which  he  would  fix 
would  have  no  relati<Hi  to  the  profits  made. 
Therefore,  this  inquiry  is  not  relative  to 
the  question  of  duty. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  do  not  desire  to 
curtail  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  South  Svdney,  but  if  he  makes  a 
minute  analysis  of  these  balance-sheets,  the 
debate  mav  resolve  itself  into  a  discussion 
of  the  business  of  Mr.  Beale,  which  is  not 
the  question  before  the  Chair, 
[^58]-2 


Mr.  WATSON.— I  desire  only  to  reply 
to  the  statements  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Lang.  The  capital  invested  in  this 
business  is  jQ$6,Ti$,  being  made  up  of 
60,000  fully-paid  shares,  less  31285  not 
issued. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  for  Lang  quoted  one  or  two  items 
without  dealing  with  the  balance-sheet  in 
detail.  Directly  he  commenced  to  deal 
with  it  in  detail  I  stopped  him. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  do  not  intend  to  go 
into  detail.  There  are  two  factors  which 
determine  whether  a  business  concern  is 
profitable — the  capital  and  the  net  return 
—and  with  these  I  wish  to  deal.  I  shall 
not  discuss  any  of  the  many  crther  issues 
raised  by  the  balance-sheet.  I  do  not  know 
if  I  have  the  original  balance-sheets.  Those 
I  have  were  given  to  me  as  copies. 

Mr.  Johnson. — They  are  vouched  for  as 
copies  of  the  original  balance-sheets. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  total  capital  of  the 
business  seems  to  be  just  over  -/^po^coo,  in- 
cluding debentures. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Assuming  that  Mr.  Beale 
got  the  shares  at  5s.,  instead  of  at  jQi, 
he  would  make  a  prc^t  of  5  per  cent. 

Mr.  WATSON.— That  does  not  enter 
into  the  matter. 

Mr.  Webster. — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order,  sir.  I  do  not  \vish  to  limit  the  hon- 
orable member  in  his  analysis  of  the  bal- 
ance-sheet, but  I  desire  to  know  wHether  it 
is  in  order  for  the  Committee  to  take  into 
its  consideration  any  paper  which  is  not 
original  or  authmticated. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— T  have  no  control 
over  the  reading  of  a  paper  by  an  honor- 
able member,  so  long  as  it  is  relevant  to  the 
item  now  under  consideration.  Beyond  that, 
it  is  purely  a  question  of  ta.ste  with  honor- 
able members  as  to  what  documents  they 
shall,  or  shall  not,  read. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  amount  of  profit 
shown  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1905, 
was  only  ;^z,6oo. 

Mr.  Mahon. — What  was  the  gross  pro- 
fit? 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  gross  profit  of  a 
business  is  what  is  made  before  the  ex- 
penses are  deducted,  and  the  suggestion 
of  the  honorable  member  apparently  is  that 
it  is  not  fair  for  Mr.  Beale  to  deduct  his 
expenses. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Not  at^a41.  He  loaded 
up  the  expenses  cfejfi^etedttii^^glfif  with 
a  high  salary. 
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Mr.  WATSON.— As  statements  had 
been  made  here  on  that  pwnt,  I  went  out 
of  the  chamber  and  asked  Mr.  Beale 
about  them.  Whatever  his  faults  may  be 
in  other  directions,  I  have  always  found 
him  to  be  a  truthful  man.  He  said  that 
it  was  not  true  that  he  was  receiving  a 
salary  of  ;^^3,ooo. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Is  it  not  stated  on  the 
balance-^ieet  as  bis  salary? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  have  two  copies  of 
the  balance-sheet,  but  I  can  see  no  refer- 
ence to  the  amount  of  his  salary. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Perhaps  it  may  not  be 
given  there;  I  thought  it  was. 

Mr,  WATSON.— Mr.  Beale  expressed 
his  regret  that  personal  matters  had  been 
imported  into  the  discussioi.  He  informed 
roe  that  up  to  last  year  he  had  drawn  a 
salary  of  ;£i,ooo,  and  that  this  year  Jie 
was  drawing  a  salary  of  ;^i,5oo,  and  not 
;^3,ooo.  It  is  a  small  salary  f(»  a  man 
who  is  conducting  such  an  enormous  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  do  not  think  that 
the  honorable  member  ought  to  have  men- 
tioned that. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  agree  with  the  hon- 
orable member  that  such  matters  ought  r»ot 
to  have  been  introduced.  But  I  sulMnit 
that  when  ;^3,ooo  had  been  mentioned  as 
Mr.  Beale's  salary,  I  was  entitled  to  put 
forward  his  own  statement.  I  wish  to 
make  a  point  in  regard  to  the  year  ending 
30th  June,  1906.  The  honorable  member 
for  Lang  has  said  that  the  profit — not 
counting  Mr.  Beale's  alleged  salary  of 
^£3,000 — was  ;^i3,ooo.  I  do  not  know 
exactly  how  he  made  up  that  sum. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  gave  the  items. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  profit  shown  in 
the  balance-sheet  is  ^^11,232,  and  if 
;^3,ooo  be  added  to  that  it  would  come  to 

Mr.  Johnson. — There  were  s<xne  other 
m.Ttters  written  off. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  sum  of  ;^ii,232 
is  made  up  of  two  main  items.  The  total 
profit  made  in  the  year  was  ;^7,323,  but 
to  that  sum  has  been  added,  so  far  as  I 
'.an  understand  the  position,  the  amount 
:>(  b.-.d  debts,  on  time-payment  accounts 
'jf  previous  years,  which  had  been  re- 
covered  within  the  vear. 

Mr.  Mahon.— One-third  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Thev  anticipated  a  re- 
covery of  what  had  previously  been  written 
nlT  as  bad  debts  to  the  extent  of  ;^3,ooo. 
Some  honorable  members  would  have  that 


amount  counted  in  the  ordinary  profit  for 
the  year  1906. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — It  must  have  been 
reserved  out  of  the  profits. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  admit  that  it  is  a 
proper  thing  to  bring  the  sum  into  the  pro- 
fit account,  but  not  in  relation  to  that  par- 
ticular year.  Suppose  that  in  his  busi- 
ness the  honorable  member  anticipated  two 
years  ago  that  he  would  have  a  certain 
amount  of  bad  del^s,  and  wrote  them  06, 
and  that  this  year  the  moneys  had  come 
unexpectedly  to  hand,  he  would  not  be  jus- 
tified in  including  them  in  the  profit  for 
the  year.  He  would  have  to  show  tl^  xe* 
covery  of  the  bad  debts  as  a  spedal  iteoo. 

Mr.  Mahon. — When  he  prepared  hia  in- 
come tax  return,  he  would  have  to  show 
them. 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  is  an  abnormal  re- 
covery which  would  not  be  credited  bv  the 
honorable  member  to  the  current  year.  It 
must  be  shown,  of  course,  for  the  purpose 
of  income  tax,  and  to  ascertain  where  he 
was  in  regard  to  his  capital  account,  but  it 
should  not  be  credited  to  the  profits  of  the 
year  to  which  it  was  accidentally  attached. 
Therefore  we  may  arrive  at  this  position: 
that  the  profit  of  Mr.  Beale's  business  for 
the  year  1906  was  j£t,$2S'  I  do  not 
think  that  any  one  who  has  a  knowledge 
of  business  will  say  that  that  is  too  great 
a  profit  for  a  year,  or  in  general  relation 
to  business,  that  it  is  even  a  good  profit 

Mr.  Wilson. — It  is  a  handsfflne  profit. 

Mr.  WATSON.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber were  able  to  get  that  rental  for  his 
land,  it  would  be  a  good  profit,  but  he 
knows  that  there  is  a  wide  difference  be- 
tween the  return  from  a  land  investment 
and  the  return  from  a  business.  The  land 
will  not  vanish,  and  is  not  likely  to  de- 
preciate in  value  very  much.  But  a  busi- 
ness which  to-day  may  be  showing  a  hand- 
some prc^t  majr  disappear  entirely  next 
day, 

Mr.  BowDEN. — What  does  the  honorable 
member  say  to  the  Metropolitan  Gas  Com- 
panv  making  15  per  cent? 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  gas  company  is 
making  an  abnormal  profit,  because  it 
charges  an  abnormal  price.  It  demands 
twice  the  rate  levied  in  Birmingham  or 
Manchester.  I  recognise  that  honoraUe 
members  who  object  to  this  duty  from  the 
free-trade  stand-point  are  fully  justified. 
They  want  to  Insure  free  imports  and 
every  industry  take  its  chance.  I  do  not 
quarrel  with  that  attitude,  although  I  do 
not  agree  with  it.     But  it  seems  to  roe 
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that  protectionists  have  no  possible  justi- 
fication for  drawing  any  line  of  demarca- 
tion between  the  piano  industry  and  any 
other. 

Mr.  Mahon. — A  few  years  ago  the  hai- 
orable  member  said  "  a  duty  of  ao  per 
cent,  represents  very  liberal  treatment  to 
this  industry." 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  honorable  mon- 
ber,  I  see,  has  got  hold  of  a  speech  which 
the  importers  have  been  careful  to  cull  out 
of  Hansard. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Noj  I  myself  took  it  out 
of  Hansard. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  saw  a  typewritten 
copy  of  the  report  whidi  has  been  circu- 
lated. 

Mr.  Mahon. — I  have  not  seen  it. 

Mr.  WATSON.— An  honorable  member 
was  good  enough  to  hand  the  document  to 
me. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Here  is  the  Hansard  re- 
port of  the  speech. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  know  the  speech  by 
heart.  I  have  read  it  in  a  typewritten 
document,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  get  away 
from  it  in  the  slightest  degree.  What  I 
said  in  1902  was  that  the  industry  had 
been  started  without  protecti(Hi,  and  that 
20  per  cent.,  as  against  no  duty,  was  as 
much  as  could  be  expected  for  it.  The 
Tariff  of  1901-2  was  an  experiment.  We 
wanted  to  see  how  industries  would  get 
on  with,  for  the  most  part,  reasonable 
duties,  and  if  the  h<xiorable  member  for 
Coolgardie  will  take  the  trouble  to  look  up 
the  general  speech  I  made  on  the  ques- 
tion, he  will  find  that  I  said  that,  so  far 
as  my  vote  was  concerned,  I  would  not 
sanction  high  dutKS  in  an  experimental 
Tariff,  because  we  wanted  to  see  how 
things  under  the  new  conditions,  which  no 
one  understood,  were  likely  to  work,  and  I 
followed  that  out  Since  then  we  have  had 
an  experience  ^tending  over  five  years, 
and  we  know  that'  the  imports  of  German 
pianos  have  been  a  oxistantly  increasmg 
quantity. 

Mr.  Mahon. — That  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  is  cMrect. 

Mr.  Mahon. — No ;  because,  acox-ding  to 
the  Customs  figures,  in  1905  the  number 
of  German  pianos  decreased. 

Mr.  WATSON.— In  1901,  when  there 
was  free-trade  in  pianos  over  a  great  part, 
if  not  the  whole,  of  Australia,  there  was  a 
sudden  jump  in  the  importations.  Antici- 
pating a  protectionist  Tariff,  thev  rushed 
in  their  importations  for  that  vear. 


Mr.  Mahon. — At  that  time  there  was  a 
protectionist  duty  in  several  States. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  imports  of  Ger- 
man pianoa  increased  in  value  from 
;£i57,ooo  in  1902  to  ^£196,000  in  1906. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMs. — How  much  duty 
did  thev  pay? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  have  not  got  that  re- 
turn, but  that  does  not  affect  tlw  question. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Yes,  it  does.  Last 
year  they  paid  ^£47,000  in  duty. 

Mr.  WATSON.— What  has  that  to  do 
with  the  point  ? 

Mr.  McWiLUAifS. — It  is  a  good  slice  to 
pay. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  do  not  see  how  that 
bears  on  the  question  which  we  are  now 
considering.  My  statement  was  that  the 
number,  ot,  rather,  the  value,  of  German 
pianos  imported  into  Australia  was  increas- 
ing. In  view  of  that  experience,  and  our 
experience  of  the  piano  which  Mr.  Beale 
has  turned  out,  and  which  no  erne  will  say 
is  not  a  good  average  instrument,  there  is 
every  reason  for  those  who  so  desire  to 
change  their  opinion  as  to  the  rate  of  duty 
which  is  necessary  to  protect  the  industry. 
I  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  after  five 
years'  experience,  that  there  is  a  need  for 
an  increased  duty,  and  I  trust  that  it  will 
be  voted. 

Mr.  WILSON  (COTangamite)  [3.43]— I 
am  very  sorry  that  there  nas  been  so  much 
heat  imported  into  this  discussion.  I  agree 
with  the  honorable  member  for  South  Syd- 
ney that  it  should  be  confined  to  the  indivi- 
dual merits  of  the  instruments  with  which 
we  are  dealing  under  this  item.  Honorable 
members  have  not  yet  realized,  I  think, 
that  this  is  a  question  of  the  encourage- 
ment of  <»ie  of  the  greatest  of  the  arts,  and 
that  there  is  a  considerable  difFerence  be- 
tween a  boot-jack  and  a  piano. 

Mr,  Watkins. — ^Does  the  hoiorable 
member  mean  that  the  Colonial  instrument 
is  a  boot-jack? 

Mr.  WILSON.— No;' nor  do  I  intend 
at  any  time  to  reflect  cm  the'  Colwiial  in- 
strument. The  point  is  that  some  persona 
prefer  the  Australian  piano.  In  my 
opinion  it  is  a  very  good  instrument,  and 
I  do  not  wish  to  say  anything  against  it. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  are  some  artists 
who  prefer  an  American  piano  or  an  Eng- 
lish piano  or  a  German  piano.  All  those 
tastes  have  to  be  met.  Some  artists^  will 
sing  to  and  play  an  Australian  piano  with 
great  pleasure  to  themselves,  but  other 
artists  say  that  it  is  impossible  to  do 
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justice  to  themselves  with  anything  but  a 
German  piano.  That  is  what  we  have  toom- 
sider  in  dealing  with  this  questiwi.  How 
are  the  public  to  be  best  suited? 

Mr.  Spence. — Could  we  not  make  a  Ger- 
man piano  in  Australia  ? 

Mr.  WILSON.— The  honorable  member 
is  such  an  excellent  hand  at  organizing  that 
he  might  possibly  do  even  that.  We  have 
to  give  the  public  a  fair  and  square  deal. 
We  have  to  treat  Mr.  Beale,  the  Australian 
manufacturer,  fairlv.  We  also  have  to 
treat  the  public  fairly.  But  quite  apart  from 
Mr.  Beale  and  the  importers  of  pianos,  it 
is  our  dutv  to  consider  the  interests  of  a 
large  number  of  people  throughout  Aus- 
tralia who  are  making  their  living  by  giving 
instruction  in  music,  and  the  still  larger 
number  who  to  their  own  great  enjoyment 
love  to  listen  to  music  in  their  own  homes. 
Of  those  whose  interests  we  have  to  bear 
in  mind  the  greater  number  by  far  are 
those  who  enjoy  music  at  hcnne.  It  would 
be  a  great  advantage  to  the  whole  of  the 
pe(^le  of  Australia  and  particularlv  to  our 
young  folks  if  there  were  a  piano  in  every 
house  and  instruction  in  music  for  every 
child  in  Australia.  Quite  apart  from  the 
advantage  of  the  instruction  itself,  it  would 
be  an  introduction  to  the  gentler  arts  and  a 
valuable  discipline  in  time  and  method. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Would  they  not  be  made 
much  happier  if  they  knew  that  their 
pianos  were  made  bv  Australian  hands? 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  think  that  the  ma- 
jority of  people  would  not  care  where  they 
got  their  piano  from  so  long  as  they  had 
an  instrument  which  gave  them  pleasure. 

Mr.  Chanter. — People  are  more  pa- 
triotic than  the  honorable  member  gives 
them  credit  for  being, 

Mr.  WILSON,— I  have  no  objection  to 
people  using  Australian  pianos  if  they  suit 
their  taste.  But  to  a  person  wfio  has  the 
soul  of  music  within  him  there  is  as  much 
difference  between  pianos  as  there  is  be- 
tween a  Cremona  violin  and  a  violin  made 
in  Paris. 

Mr.  Spence.— How  many  people  are 
there  in  Australia  who  "  have  the  soul  of 
music  within  them?" 

Mr.  WILSON.— A  great  many,  I  am 
proud  to  say.  There  are  Australians 
whose  musical  taste  has  been  developed  in 
this  country-,  and  who,  when  they  have  gone 
abroad,  have  electrified  the  musical  world 
by  their  talents.  It  is  very  likely  that  if 
we  were  to  ask  these  Australians  what  in- 
struments they  prefer  some  would  mention 
one  piano  and  some  another,  and  each 


would  say  that  the  piano  whidi  he  favoured 
was  the  instrument  best  adapted  fot  dis- 
playing his  talents.  When  we  are  asked 
to  grant  an  increased  duty  in  favour  of  an 
industry  we  have  to  look  into  the  details 
and  see  whether  the  demand  is  justified.  If 
our  Australian  manufacturer  were  in  a  had 
way,  if  his  output  were  declining,  if  his 
profits  were  diminishing,  I  should  sav  thxt 
we  were  bound  to  impose  an  increased  dutv. 
But  we  find  on  inquiry  that  the  facts  are 
not  so.  I  give  our  AustraUan  manufac- 
turer every  credit  for  his  enterprise  and 
ability.  I  am  delighted  to  know  that  be 
pays  in  his  eight  hours  factory  the  best 
wages  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Watkins. — The  honorable  member 
should  know  that  it  is  the  only  ei^t-houis 
piano  factory  in  the  world. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  am  deUghted  to 
know  that  his  men  are  working  under  sucb 
fair  conditions,  whilst  he  is  making  such 
excellent  profits  for  himself. 

Mr.  Hughes. — What  profit  is  he 
making  ? 

Mr.  WILSON.— According  to  the  bal- 
ance-sheet from  which  quotations  have  been 
made  by  the  htMwrable  membei*  for  South 
Sydney,  if  it  be  read  properly,  Mr.  Beale's 
capital  is  ;^56,7iS- 

Mr.  Hughes. — What  about  the  Iran 
account? 

Mr.  WILSON.— The  interest  paid  on 
the  loan  account  is  in  a  separate  item. 
That  wipes  out  the  loan  account. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Oh,  does  it  !  What 
about  redemption  ?  The  honorable  member 
is  like  Micawber — "thank  God,  that's 
paid  !  " 

Mr.  WILSON.— The  redem^ion  will  te 
found  accounted  for  in  the  captal  account, 
where  the  shares,  fc«-  whidi  5s.  each  was 
paid,  are  put  down  at  face  value.  There 
IS  anv  amount  of  redemption  in  that ;  as 
well  as  in  plant,  merchandise,  factory 
stocks,  material  in  hand,  factory,  landed 
property  and  building,  machihoy  and 
tools,  horses  and  vehicles,  and  aJI  tiie 
other  items  included  in  the  balance-sheet. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Where  is  depredation 
for  factories  and  buildings  provided  for? 

Mr.  WILSON.— The  honorable  member 
will  find  that  set  out. 

Mr.  Hughes. — I  canned  find  it.  Where 
is  it? 

Mr.  WILSON.— The  honorable  member 
has  a  copy  of  the  balance-sheet  before  him, 
and  he  can  show  the  @^f^df(^y  Wgu- 
ment  if  he  is  able.  o 


Tariff 


[ii  December,  1907.] 


{Item  381). 


7325 


Mr.  Hughes. — I  am  still  a  little  deaf, 
I  know;  but  I  am  far  from  being  blind, 
and  it  is  not  here. 

Mr.  WILSON.— This  balance-sheet  is 
signed  by  the  managine  directs  and  secre- 
tary of  the  company,  and  it  is  a  properly 
audited  document.  It  can  be  swwn  to  as 
being  a  true  oaipy. 

Mr.  STORitER. — ^Who  made  the  copy? 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  cannot  inform  the 
■honorable  member. 

Mr.  Storrer. — It  must  have  been  ob- 
tained by  fraud. 

Mr.  WILSON.— Oh,  na  On  the  1906 
balance-sheet  the  profit  shown  on  the  origi- 
nal capital  is      1,23s  os.  5d. 

Mr.  Hughes. — How  much  is  that  per 
cent.  ? 

Mr.  WILSON.— That  is  about  19  per 

■cent. 

Mr.  Hughes. — ^What  about  the  previous 

vear? 

Mr.  WILSON, — In  the  previous  year  a 
smaller  profit  was  made. 

Mr.  Hughes. — How  much  smaller  in 
the  previous  year? 

Mr.  WILSON.— There  is  shown  on  the 
pr(^  and  loss  balance-sheet  a  profit  of 
^2,605 ;  but  hmorable  members  must  take 
into  consideraticHi  the  roerve  account, 

Mr.  Crouch. — That  is  not  profit. 

Mr.  Glynn. — ^The  matter  is  scarcely 
-worth  the  time  which  is  being  devoted  to 
it. 

Mr.  WILSON.— The  only  point  that  I 
wish  to  make  is  that  the  balance-sheet 
shows  that  a  reasonable  profit  has  beoi 
made  under  existinf^  conditions. 

Mr.  Hughes. — ^^2,600  is  not  a  reason- 
able profit. 

Mr.  WILSON.— There  is  more  than 
that.  The  honorable  member  has  not  taken 
into  consideration  the  reserve  account, 
which  was  set  aside  in  the  previous  vear. 
During  the  present  year  the  balance-sheet 
of  the  company,  if  it  could  be  obt^ned, 
■would  probably  show  a  much  larger  profit. 
Now  I  am  not  objecting  to  this  profit.  I 
am  delighted  to  see  that  it  has  bem  made, 
and  that  the  factory  has  been  d(»ng  so 
M-ell.  I  wish  it  every  success  in  the  future. 
I  hope  that  the  business  will  go  on  in- 
creasing. 

Mr.  Hughes. — If  the  honorable  member 
takes  both  years,  he  will  find  that  the  prc^t 
only  comes  to  10  per  cent- 

Mr.  WILSON.— That  is  a  very  good 
profit. 


The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN  (Mr. 
Batchelos). — I  cannot  allow  any  new 
matter  to  be  introduced  respecting  the 
balance-sheet. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  had  no  intention  of 
entering  into  further  details.  I  have  an- 
swered the  hcmorable  member  for  West 
Sydney.  The  onlv  point  which  I  wish  to 
make  about  the  balance-sheets  is  that  they 
show  that  this  manufacturer  is  making  a 
reas(Hiable  profit  at  the  present  moment 
under  condititxis  which  are  a  credit  to  him 
and  to  Australia. 

Mr.  Wateins. — That  is  why  he  is  bung 
attacked,  I  suppose. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  am  not  attacking  him 
in  any  way.  I  have  no  interest  in  Mr. 
Beale,  apart  from  a  desire  to  see  him 
prosper.  I  have  no  interest  in  the  im- 
porters apart  ixom.  a  wish  to  see  them  pros- 
per. ^  I  have  a  great  interest  in  the  people 
in  wishing  to  see  them  prosperous  and 
happy ;  and  it  is  because  I  think  that  it  is 
not  to  their  advantage  to  increase  the  duty 
that  I  am  opposed  to  it.  I  also  wish 
to  show  that  this  Australian  manufacturer 
is  increasing  his  business.  In  r903  Mr. 
Beale  advertised  in  the  Adelaide  Adver- 
tiser, "  We  sell  800  jnanos  a  year  in  Aus- 
tralia." On  the  ist  June,  1906,  Mr.  Carl 
Jc^ann  Vader  gave  evidence  befme  the 
Tariff  Commission. 

Rlr.  Chanter. — Yet  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Lang  dwiied  that  evidence  was 
given  before  the  Commission  in  behalf  of 
this  industry. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — He  said  "  by  Mr. 
Beale." 

Mr.  Chanter. — No;  Mr.  Beale's 
company. 

Mr.  WILSON.— It  is  a  matter  of  no 
moment  to  me  what  was  said  by  any  hon- 
orable member.  I  am  here  to  state  the 
facts  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain  them.  I 
shall  quote  from  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Vader.    Questions  96389-96391 — 

How  many  pianos  are  you  turning  out? — 
Last  year  we  turned  out  1,500. 

Is  tbat  your  largest  output  ? — We  are  now 
increasing  it. 

Has  it  been  iacreasin?  every  year  since  1900? 
—Yes. 

At  the  present  time,  owing  to  ^e  increased 
output,  it  follows  that  the  cost  of  manu- 
facturing these  pian<»  must  be  much  less 
than  in  the  years  jwrior  to  1903.  I  am 
delighted  to  know  that  our  Australian 
manufacturer,  working  under  faw^ble 
conditions,  is  incre^k^b^nisiOtfi^tQxxi- 
stantly.  ^ 
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Mr.  Chantbs. — ^And  has  decreased  the 

price. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  hope  he  has.  It  is 
to  his  credit  if  he  has  done  so.  I  am  not 
troubling  about  the  price.  I  am  simply 
showing  that  Mr.  Beale  has  had  a*  pmiec- 
tion  which  has  been  ample. 

Mr.  Chanteh. — Does  not  the  honorable 
member  admif  that  the  consumer  has  bene- 
fited from  the  decrease  in  price? 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  have  no  objection  to 
urge  to  the  way  in  which  the  consumer  has 
been  treated  by  Mr.  Beale.  I  have  no  de- 
sire to  go  into  his  profits,  or  into  the  dif- 
ference between  manufacturing  cost  an<' 
cost  to  the  public.  That  is  a  matter  between 
him  and  the  public.  He  gives  the  public 
a  fair  deal,  and  the  public  have  a  perfect 
right  to  buy  their  instruments  from  him. 
Undo*  the  previous  Tariff,  we  gave  a  pro- 
tection of  20  per  cent,  to  Mr.  Beale.  Under 
that  protection  he  has  been  able  to  increase 
his  trtisiness,  to  pay  and  treat  his  employes 
well,  and  to  make  for  himself  a  reasonable 
profit.  Under  these  circimistances,  I  say 
that  we  should  be  doing  an  injustice  to 
the  music-loving  public  of  Australia  if  we 
increased  the  duty  bejond  that  charged 
under  the  old  Tariff. 

Mr.  Sampson. — If  the  industry  has  been 
such  a  success,  would  it  not  be  advisable 
to  increase  the  duty  and  conduce  to  the 
estaUishment  of  a  few  more  such  factories  ? 

Mr.  WILSON.— The  honorable  member 
raises  a  fresh  ptnnt.  It  has  been  shown 
that  the  Australian  manufacturer  has  done 
well  under  the  old  duty.  What  he  has 
done  has  been  creditable  to  him  as  an  Aus- 
tralian manufacturer.  Why,  if  he  can  do 
so  well  under  these  conditions,  should  not 
other  manufacturers  be  able  to  do  the 
same?  Shall  we  secure  more  cmnpetition 
by  the  imposition  of  higher  duties  ? 
In  what  way  will  the  public  be  benefited 
bv  them?  The  honorable  member  for 
Riverina  said  that  Mr.  Beale  had  reduced 
the  price  of  his  pianos.  If  that  be  so,  he 
is  giving  the  public  a  fair  deal.  The 
people,  however,  desire  to  be  free  fo  select 
either  an  Australian  or  a  foreign-made 
piano.  If  they  are  content  to  buy  an  in- 
ferior instrument  that  is  a  matter  of  no 
concern  to  us;  but  if  they  do  purchase  a 
foreign-made  piano  thev  must  pay  more 
for  it.  We  shall  not  be  dealing  fairly 
with  the  great  army  of  music  teachers  and 
music  lovers  in  Australia  unless  we  reduce 
the  duties  to  such  a  level  that  whilst  pro- 
tecting the  local  manufacturer  they  will  not 
'prevent  the  public  from  obtaining  a  good 


imported  instrument  at  a  fair  price.  The 
circulars  that  have  been  issued  in  reference 
to  these  duties  display  a  good  deal  of  en- 
terprise on  the  part  of  both  sides.  I  most 
strongly  condemn  the  reprint  from  the  Btd- 
Ictin  which  was  read  this  morning  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Lang,  and  whidi  I 
regard  as  a  gross  l»:each  of  the  privileges 
of  the  House.  It  practically  suggests  that 
honorable  members  who  mainTain  that  the 
duties  on  pianos  should  be  kept  at  a  rea- 
sonable level,  and  that  we  should  have  only 
a  slight  increase  on  the  rates  under  the  old 
Tariff,  are  subsidized  by  German  piano- 
forte makers. 

Mr.  Chanter. — No  one  believes  that. 

Mr.  WILSON.— As  soon  as  the  cir- 
cular was  mentioned  this  morning  the 
honorable  member  was  inclined  to  say  that 
it  was  true. 

Mr.  Chanter. — I  had  already  read  it. 

Mr.  WILSON— After  it  had  been  read 
I  challenged  the  hcmorable  member  to  assert 
in  the  House  that  it  was  true. 

Mr.  Chanter. — I  said  that  the  authority 
was  truthful. 

Mr.  WILSON.— The  authority  was  alto- 
gether wrong.  Anv  one  who  asserts  that 
there  has  been  an  effort  to  bribe  honorable 
members  to  do  other  than  their  duty  is 
guilty  of  a  gross  l»«ach  of  the  privileges 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  Chanter. — No  one  believes  that 
portion  of  the  statement  in  the  circular. 

Mr.  WILSON.— The  honorable  member 
should  not  have  shown  a  disposition  to 
sympathize  with  the  statements  contained 
in  the  circular  before  thev  had  been  read  to 
the  Committee.  Another  circular  issued 
by  the  Australian  manufacturer  casts  a  re- 
flection upon  an  importer.  As  the  Trea- 
surer in  very  strong  language  this  morning 
repudiated  it,  I  felt  justified  in  sending  for 
Mr.  George  Allan,  the  importer  in  ques- 
tion, with  the  object  of  ascertaining  what 
he  had  to  sav  in  regard  to  the  matter.  I 
made  a  rough  note  of  h»  statement  and  h' 
signed  it.  My  memorandum  reads  as  fol- 
lows— 

Mr.  George  Allan  states  (hat  be  saw  Sir  Wil- 
liam Lyne  in  the  House  by  appoiatmenti  and 
had  in  bis  hand  some  typewritten  memoranda 
nf  nri;umrnt  that  he  might  or  might  not  me 
in  talking  to  him. 

Mr.  Allan  went  on  to  explain  ' that  the 
Treasurer,  who  received  him  ver\'  favor- 
ably, said — 

"  You  might  leave  me  these  memos.  ;"  anJ 
without  any  thought  he  did  so.  A  few 
weeks  afterwards  out  came  Mr.  Beale's  circu- 
lar stating  that  a  firm  of  piano  impoRers  had 
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sent  a  ciTcular  to  every  member  coataining  the 
contents  of  these  notes.' 

Mr.  Johnson. — ^That  is  a  nice  breach  of 
faith. 

Mr.  WILSON.— Tfie  honorable  member 
I     must  not  anticipate  what  I  have  to  put  be- 
fore the  Committee.  These  private  notes 
j     had  been  given  to  the  Treasurer  and  to  no 
I     one  else.     The  statement  continues — * 

Mr.  Allan  sent  no  circular  to  anybody,  and 
is  unable  to  explain  how  this  information  got 
into  the  hands  of  Mr.   Beale.       He  makes  no 
]      charge  against  Sir  William  Lyne  peisonally — 

The  word  "personally"  was  inserted  at 
Mr.  Allan's  request — 

but  wishes  to  know  by  what  leakage  Mr.  Beale 
got  hold  of  these  private  notes. 

Mr.  Chanter.— Were  they  handed  to  the 
Treasurer  as  confidential  notes  ? 

Mr.  WILSON.— They  were  at  the  time. 

Mr,  Austin  Chapman.— The  Treasurer 
has  absolutely  denied  the  statement. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — ^Then  he  oiight  to  prose- 
I     cute  Mr.  Allan  for  criminal  libel. 
!         Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — He  will  pro- 
bably do  sa    Will  th?  honorable  mranber 
for  C(vangainite  lay  on  the  table  the  states 
oient  that  he  has  just  read? 

Mr.  WILSON.— The  honorable  mwnber 
need  not  worry ;  I  have  always  been  willing 
and  able  to  substantiate  any  statement  I 
have  made  in  the  House,  and  as  soon  as  I 
have  read  the  notes  in  question  they  will 
become  the  property  of  the  House.  I  re- 
peat that  Mr.  Allan  makes  no  charge 
against  the  Treasurer  personally,  but 
w  ishes  to  know  how  the  gist  of  his 
private  notes  passed  into  the  possession  of 
Mr.  Beale  to  be  used  against  him  in  this 
fight. 

Mr.  Sampson. — ^That  mtist  be  a  charge 
against  the  Treasurer  as  a  responsible 
Minister. 

Mr,  WILSON. — Some  one  else  may  have 
secured  the  notes  or  obtained  details  of 
them,  and  have  passed  them  on  to  the  other 
side  without  thinkinf  that  he  was  doing 
any  harm.  The  notes  may  have  left  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer.  I  only  hope  that 
the  matter  may  be  satisfactorily  cleared  up. 
Honorable  members  should  consider  this 
question  from  all  points  of  view. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — And  without 
anv  regard  to  individuals. 

'Mr.  WILSON.— Most  certainly ;  we 
have  simply  to  determine  whether  or  not 
the  Australian  manufacturer  was  sufficiently 
protected  under  the  old  Tariff.  I  tlunk  I 
have  shown  that  he  has  been  doing  very 
well,  and,  that  being  so,  we  are  not  justi- 


fied in  granting  him,  at  the  present  time, 
any  material  increase  on  the  old  duties. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [4.13]. — The  issue  of  the  circular 
to  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Corangamite  has  referred  caused  me  great 
astonishment.  Whether  it  was  sent  to  me 
or  not  I  cannot  say,  nor  had  I  heard  that 
such  a  circular  was  in  existence  until  the 
matter  was  mentioned.  I  had  no  recol- 
lection of  having  received  any  private  ccMn- 
munication  from  Mr.  George  Allan;  but  I 
at  once  sent  to  the  Department  to  ascer- 
tain whether  there  wtte  any  official  papers 
relating  to  the  matter.  As  the  result  of 
my  inquiries  I  find  that  on  the  13th  Sep- 
tember Mr.  George  Allan  left  in  my  hands 
— confidentially,  I  presume — the  document 
to  which  he  refers.  I  produce  the  docu- 
ment, which,  honorable  members  will 
notice,  has  been  officially  registered  in  the 
Department.    I  had  forgotten  its  existence. 

Mr.  Mahon. — How  did  Mr.  Beale  ob- 
tain possession  of  the  notes? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  not 
made  any  statement  to  him  in  regard  to 
the  document.  I  also  find  that  another 
document,  containing  a  great  deal  of  the 
same  information,  was  sent  by  Mr.  George 
Allan,  presumably  to  the  Comptroller- 
Genera!.  Here  are  the  official  documents. 
That  which  I  received  at  once  passed  from 
my  hands  into  the  Department,  and  was 
registered.  I  cannot  say  where  Mr,  Beale 
obtained  any  information  regarding  this 
matter,  but  I  believe  that  he  knows  as 
much  about  the  business  as  most  people  in 
the  trade,  and  could  make  calculations  as 
to  the  business  done  by  Mr.  Allan  or  any 
one  else.  ^  So  far  as  I  am  aware,.  I  have 
never  received  any  private  documents  from 
Mr.  Allan.  If  I  had  done  so,  I  certainly 
would  not  have  communicated  their  con- 
tents to  Mr.  Beale  or  any  one  else. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Hear,  hear;  but 
does  not  that  make  the  incident  the  more 
mysterious  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— I  know  nothing 
about  it.  So  far  as  the  Department  is  con- 
cerned, I  will  undertake  to  say  that  Mr. 
Beale  never  saw  these  documents.  I 
have  so  much  confidence  in  the  officers  of 
the  Department  that  I  will  undertake  to 
say  further  that  thev  never  pave  Mr.  Beale 
any  of  the  information  which  thev  con- 
tain ;  and  I  do  not  suppose  Mr.  Beale  ever 
went  to  the  Department  to  ask  for  it. 

Mr.  McWiLiJAHS. — Ha^uotes,lOTacti- 
cally  the  same  woraS%^fi^^cI^dmS5'^ 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  suppose  the 
information  could  be  obtained  from  other 
sources.  Some  of  it  is  contained  in  another 
document  which  I  ha\e  here  in  the  form  of 
a  ccMnmunication  to  the  Comptroller-Gene- 
ral, and  the  whole  of  the  documents  are 
public. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Thev  are  all  records? 
Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— Yes. 
Mr.  Fisher. — The  honorable  gentleman 
does  not  mean  to  sav  that  the  departm^tal 
officials  make  records  public? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— Xo,  they  did 
not  publish  them.  The  official  stamp  of 
the  Department  is  on  these  documents. 

Mr.  Fisher. — If  there  were  fifty  of  them 
they  would  all  be  private. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes,  but  they 
are  all  documents  in  the  Department. 

Mr.  Mahon. — The  question  still  re- 
mains: How  did  Mr..  Beale  get  hold  of 
these  documents? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  think 
he  did  get  hold  of  them. 

Mr.  Mahon. — The  information  they  con- 
tain is  published  in  his  circular. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  or  not.  I  never  read  Mr. 
Beale's  circular  either ;  but  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  he  knows  a  good  deal  about 
the  business,  and  possesses  infonnation 
as  to  prices,  and  so  on. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— But  he  quotes  from 
the  document  referred  to. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— He  could  not 
quote  the  exact  words. 

Mr.  Sampson. — Are  there  not  other 
sources  from  which  the  information  might 
be  derived? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— All  I  can  say 
is,  and  'I  trust  hcwiorable  members  believe 
me,  that  in  the  most  straiphtforward  man- 
ner I  placed  these  documents  in  charge  of 
the  Comptroller-General.  I  had  forgotten 
about  them,  and  I  oould  tmlv  imagine  that 
if  I  had  received  any  such  documents  thev 
would  be  found  in  the  Department  of 
Trade  and  Customs.  I  at  once  asked  the 
Comptroller-General  to  send  down  to  the 
office  to  find  what  documents  were  there.  I 
have  just  received  the  documents  which  I 
hold  in  my  hand,  nnd  thev  include  amongst 
others  the  one  to  which  Mr.  Allan  referred. 
I  am  very  triad  that  Mr.  Allan  has  said 
that  he  does  not  acaise  me  personallv. 
Mr.  Atkinson. — No  one  does. 
Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Because  I  felt 
verv  much  hurt  bv  what  wa.s  said.  Mr. 
Allan  has  been  a  friend  of  mine  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  and,  if  T  m.iv  be  permitted 


to  sav  so,  he  is  perhaps  a  more  intimatfr 
friend  of  mine  than  is  Mr.  Beale.  I  should 
be  very  sorry  indeed  that  he  or  any  one 
else  should  think  that  I  would  betrav  a  con- 
fidence. None  of  these  documents  were 
placed  in  my  hands  as  confidentiaL  I 
have  explained  exactly  how  the  matter 
stands  and  what  I  did  ;  and  I  never  saw 
these  documents  after  they  were  received 
until  the  present  time. 

Mr.  WiLKS.— The  charge  is  transferred 
from  the  honorable  gentleman's  shoulders 
to  the  Department, 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  sav  that  I 
am  quite  satisfied  that  the  Department 
ne\er  gave  any  infonnation,  and  I  expect 
to  find  that  Mr.  Beale  never  asked  for  it, 
although  I  know  nothing  of  that.  All  I 
wished  to  do  was  to  set  the  matter  straight 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  and  to  express 
my  astonishment  that  such  a  thing  should" 
be  used. 

Mr  HENRY  WILLIS  (RobertsorV 
[4.20J. — The  individuals  concerned  in  this 
business  seem  to  occupy  a  great  deal  of 
the  attention  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Bamfohd- — Far  too  much. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— It  seems  to  me- 
that  they  are  quite  beside  the  question. 
That  they  are  dealing  in  pianos  is  merelv 
an  incident,  whilst  it  is  our  business  to 
legislate  for  the  good  of  the  countrv,  so 
that  commerce  can  be  conducted  satisfac- 
torily. That  Mr.  Beale's  business  shoulcT 
be  seriously  discussed  in  this  Chamber 
seems  to  me  to  be  reducing  the  status  of 
this  Parliament  to  that  of  a  debating  so- 
ciety. The  balance-sheet  which  has  been 
referred  to  here  onlv  goes  to  show  that 
under  the  duty  of  20  per  cent.  Mr.  Beale 
was  able  to  make  his  business  pav.  The- 
fact  that  he  made  a  large  sum  of  monev 
out  of  his  business  gives  me  verv  great 
satisfaction,  because  I  hope  that  all  men 
who  embark  in  a  business  in  Australia  wilT 
be  able  to  make  it  pav.  But  honorable- 
members  have  only  to  look  at  the  estab- 
lishment that  is  in  existence  in  Svdnev  to- 
know  that  the  business  pays.  Xo  man- 
will  increase  the  size  of  his  business  pre- 
mises and  engage  more  emolov^s  unless  the- 
business  he  does  warrants  him  in  doing  so 
We  have  only  to  consult  the  circulars  sent 
out  by  Mr.  Beale  in  the  ordinarv  course- 
of  business  to  know  that  his  output  ha«? 
wonderfully  increased,  and  on  that  ac- 
count, from  my  point  of  view,  he  is  de- 
serving of  some  consideration.  I  am  pre- 
pared to  give  him  all  the  considerifion  he- 
deserves.     The  instrument  which  he  has- 
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«xlubited  here  must  be  regarded  u  a  very 
fine  (uece  of  furniture.  Wfa^her  it  is 
also  a  fine  musical  instrument,  which  satis- 

\    Aes  the  taste  of  the  public,  is  a  matter  with 

!  which  Mr.  Beale  is  concerned.  If  the 
public  do  not  wish  to  have  one  of  Mr. 
Beale's  instruments,  they  will  not  buy  it. 
He  charges  a  very  high,  price  for  his  in- 
struments, about   100  per  cent,  on  cost 

'  price,  and  evidently  the  public  cannot  get 
anything  cheaper,  or  they  would  not  buy 
them.  He  gives  terms  to  purchasers,  and 
very  long  terms,  and  that  proves  that  his 
prc^ts  must  be  large.  If  he  made  a  big 
profit  last  year  he  was  fortunate,  but 
he  might  make  a  Ing  loss  next  year. 
That  is  all  I  have  to  say,  so  far  as  Mr. 
Beale  is  concerned ;  but  I  have  something 
to  say  about  the  interests  of  the  general 
public,  who  should  be  considered  in  all 
these  matters.  If  an  industry  can  con- 
tinue to  exist  without  increased  protective 
duties,  what  more  have  we  to  ODnsider? 

I  After  a  long  discussion  some  years  ago  we 
decided  that  20  per  cent,  was  a  sufficient 
cluty  to  impose,  and  at  that  time  we  had 
under  considerati<Mi  the  duties  imposed  in 
the  several  States  and  in  New  Ze^and.  A 
duty  of  20  per  (%nt.  was  levied  on  pianos 
in  New  Zealand.  We  also  had  under 
notice  the  fact  that  in  Canada  the  duty 
was  30  per  cent. ;  that  Western  Australia 
had  fixed  duties  of  jQ^  and  £,1$;  Tas- 
mania a  duty  of  20  per  cent. ;  South  Aus- 
tralia, 15  per  cent. ;  Queensland,  fixed 
duties  of  -QS  and  ^iz;  and  Victoria, 
fixed  duties  of  and  £1$.  In  New 
South  Wales,  where  this  industry  was  es- 
tablished, there  was  no  duty,  and  the  indus- 
try was  paying  its  way  under  conditions 
of  free-trade  against  the  world  in  pianos. 
The  industry  had  increased  its  output  in 
competition  with  the  world. 

PoYNTON. — Since  then  it  has  had 
ihe  markets  of  Australia  free. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Since  then  it 
has  also  had  the  advantage  of  protection  to 
the  extent  of  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  Glynn. — New  South  Wales  is  the 
only  place  apparently  whwe  a  factory  could 
■be  started. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS— Apparently  the 
only  place  where  the  industry  could  live 
was  where  it  could  be  carried  on  under  con- 
flitions  of  untrammelled  commerce  and 
might  import  free  of  duty  all  required  to 
cany  it  on.  It  is  used  as  an  argument  against 
the  Australian  instrument  that  a  great  inany 
imported  parts  are  used  in  its  manufac- 
'ture.     That  is  to  me  a  reccmunendatim. 


it  shows  that  Mr.  Beale  is  a  man  abreast 
of  the  times,  and  as  a  ^rewd  business  man 
does  not  hesitate  to  import  what  he  re- 
quires to  make  his  {uanos  acceptable  to  the 
public.  He  deserves  consideratiwi  for  his 
endeavour  to  give  people  the  best  he  can 
command.  'Fhe  more  parts  he  imports 
from  abroad  the  more  assistance  I  shall  be 
prepared  to  give  him.  I  am  prepared  to 
allow  him  to  import  these  parts  duty  free. 
That  is  a  fair  proposition  to  make  to  him. 
As  he  succeeded  so  well  in  the  past  I  am 
unwilling  to  upset  his  business,  and  I  am 
prepared  to  give  him,  as  regards  parts, 
just  what  he  had  in  New  South  Wales  and 
let  him  compete  with  the  world.  If  his 
industry  cannot  live  with  the  advantage  of 
the  free  importation  of  all  the  parts  he 
requires  for  the  manufacture  of  his  instru- 
ments let  it  do  the  other  thing,  and  let  him 
go  into  some  other  business. 

Mr,  Bamford. — What  advantage  would 
it  be  to  him  to  let  him  have  the  parts  be 
requires  free  of  duty  ? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— He  would  have 
free  access  to  all  the  parts  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  pianos  in  the  Old  Country. 

Mr.  Bamford. — It  would  CKily  put  him 
on  a  level  in  that  respect  with  outsiders. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— It  would  ,put 
him  on  a  level  with  the  best  English  and 
German  makers  who  use  French  parts, 
and  if  he  is  given  in  addition  a  duty  of  20 
per  cent,  on  the  finished  article,  which  I 
think  he  is  likely  to  get,  that  should  serve 
him  excellently.  I  do  not  think  there  is  a 
great  deal  to  debate  in  this  question.  All 
we  have  heard  so  far  has  been  a  discussion 
of  the  business  affairs  of  private  individuals. 
I  have  noticed  that  a  very  large  number 
of  people  go  into  the  piano  business, 
and  when  we  find  perscms  falling  over 
each  other  in  their  effort  to  get  a 
share  in  a  particular  business  we  may 
be  satisfied  that  there  is  a  lot  of  money  in 
it.  As  a  free-trader  I  should  like  to  have 
commerce  as  untrammelled  as  possible.  If 
we  give  Mr.  Beale  the  advantage  of  the 
free  importation  of  the  parts  he  requires — 
and  I  menticm  his  name  in  this  cmuiexion 
because  he  represents  the  industry  in  Aus- 
tralia— and  an  increased  duty  is  imposed, 
I  should  say  that  foreign  firms  would  be 
induced  to  establish  themselves  in  Aus- 
tralia so  as  to  ccHitinue  to  reap  the  profits 
derived  from  the  trade  which  by  their  enter- 
prise they  have  carried  on  in  almost  every 
part  of  the  Commonwealth.  However, 
the  matter  is  one  which  is  of  real  inte^  " 
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to  the  public,  because  that  a  peram  should 
have  to  pay  ^^50  for  a  piano  which  could 
be  bought  in  Leipzig  for  £20  is  a  scandal. 
We  should  do  what  we  can  to  reduce  the 
price  charged  for  pianos  so  that  our  people 
may  be  able  to  get  a  good  instrument  into 
their  houses.  I  am  told  that  pianos  are 
imported  here  for  /,6,  and  I  suppose  Mr. 
Beale  could  also  make  cheap  pianos.  It 
seems  to  me  that  to  impose  the  high  fixed 
duties  which  the  Government  propose  upon 
these  instruments  would  injure  the  trade  in 
Australia  and  would  force  our  people  to  use 
an  inferior  instrument.  There  is  a  jHano 
exhibited  in  this  building  which  cost  in 
Europe  less  than  jQy),  and  the  price  paid 
for  it  here  is  just  under  £,60.  It  is  clear 
that  the  business  of  the  importation  of 
pianos  is  thriving  in  Australia. 

Mr.  WiLKs. — The  impwters  have  no- 
thing to  complain  of. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— No,  I  should 
sav  they  are  doing  very  well. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Yet  they  say  that  an  in- 
crease of  5  per  cent,  in  the  duty  would 
ruin  them. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— It  would  not. 
They  are  waxing  rich  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth. The  name  of  Mr.  Paling  is 
very  well  known  in  this  business,  and  if  is 
known  that  he  was  a  public  "Benefactor, 
and  died  a  rich  man.  No  one  can  doubt 
that  there  is  money  in  the  business. 

Mr.  Bamford. — ^There  is  more  money  in 
the  selling  than  in  the  making  of  pianos. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— My  concern 
is  to  give  our  people  the  best  pianos  at  the 
lowest  possible  price,  and  in  that  I  sup- 
pose that  the  honorable  member  for  Angas 
and  I  stand  alone.  I  close  by  saying  that 
if  the  Australian  industry  for  the  manu- 
facture of  pianos  is  a  good  one  it  should 
ccHitinue  to  exist,  and  that  if  it  is  not  it 
ou^t  to  be  stamped  out 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [4.28].— I  do  ncft 
think  very  much  complaint  can  be  ur^ 
against  the  Department  in  connexion  witH 
the  documents  that  have  been  referred  to. 
unless  they  were  handed  to  the  Minister 
under  a  pledge  of  secrecy. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — There  is  not  a 
word  on  these  documents  to  show  that  they 
were  to  be  considered  confidential. 

Mr.  GLYNN. — I  do  not  assume  that  for 
a  monent.  Unless  they  were  actually  re- 
ceived under  a  pledge  of  8ecrec^•,  when  it 
would  become  a  matter  of  personal  honour 
not  to  disclose  their  contents,  T  think  there 
would  not  be  much  to  ccunplain  of  if  the 


Department  did  disclose  va  a  man  tike  Mx. 
Beale,  conversant  with  the  piano  business, 
the  ocffitents  of  documents  upon  wfaidi  tlw 
Minister's  judgment  was  to  be  formed.  In 

my  ofHnion,  it  would  be  deplorable  if  Min- 
isters were  to  take,  without  any  qualifica- 
tion, private  suggestions  from  those 
interested  in  a  particular  trade. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  can  tell  the  hon- 
orable member  that  I  have  another  docu- 
ment here,  stnxigly  advocating  the  side  of 
these  individuals. 

Mr.  GLYNN. — I  hope  it  is  not  the  cus- 
tom of  the  Department  to  accept,  without  a 
check  of  any  kind,  memoranda  frcxn  those 
interested  in  any  business,  in  connexioD 
with  which  it  is  proposed  ta impose  a  duty. 
A  good  check  would  be  to  allow  others 
who  may  be  competing  to  see  the  materials 
on  which  a  certain  suggestion  may  have 
been  made  to  the  Minister.  I  felt  that 
some  time  ago,  when  I  introduced  what  I 
regarded  as  a  deputation  to  the  Minister. 
I  left  the  room  when  I  found  that  I  could 
not  agree  with  their  request.  I  found 
that  it  was  not  reported  afterwards,  so 
that  I  suppose  the  interview  was  reallv 
one  of  those  private  ones  which  are  in  the 
long  run  somewhat  dangerous.  I  am 
afraid,  from  the  heat  and  force  that  have 
been  thrown  into  this  debate,  that  if  some 
of  the  dead  poets  were  to  revisit  us,  thev 
would  find  it  necessary  to  recast  some  of 
their  observations  regarding  music  Whoi 
I  listened  to  the  verbal  ena>unter  of  two 
of  our  heavy-weights  on  the  other  side,  I 
doubted  if  Shakespeare  was  rigjit  in  say- 
ing that  music  could — 

.    make  tigers  tame, 
And  huge  leviathans  to  dance  on  sands. 

or,  from  the  lack  of  mellowness  in  the  de^ 
bate,  whether  Milton  might  not  ream- 
sider  his  opinion  that  Orpheus'  tones — 

Drew  iron  tears  down  Pluto's  cheek. 
And  made  Hell  grant  what  love  did  seek. 

The  debate  has  been,  to  some  extent, 
marked  by  those  relieving  discords  that  oc- 
cur in  musical  themes,  although  it  has  cer- 
tainly not  been  remarkable  for  a  too 
great  extension  of  harmony  or  melody, 
or  perhaps  too  great  aptness  in  the 
matter  of  point  and  counterpoint. 
We  have  had  scsne  figures  from  the 
Treasurer  as  to  the  total  wages  paid  in 
an  Australian  factory,  to  the  enterprise 
and  slull  of  whose  manager  I  must  bear, 
from  what  I  have  read,  my  humble  testi- 
mony of  adtniratiai.^  ^JQCf^^  *he  en- 
terprise,  so  long  as  the  wayscare  not  too 
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devious,  of  any  one  engaged  in  an  Austra- 
lian industry,  and  if  he  makes  it  a  success, 
even  if  the  talan(»-sheet  shows  a  i^fit 
of  15  or  30  per  c»it.,  so  long  as  that  is 
not  abnormal,  there  is  nothing  to  complain 
of,  nor  does  it  affect  the  question  of  the 
duty  Mrhich  we  should  impose,  because,  if 
Mr.  Beale  had  the  good  or  bad  luck — good 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  public,  al- 
though, perhaps,  bad  from  his  own— to 
have  many  local  a»npetitors,  I  dare  say 
the  profits  might  not  be  quite  so  high,  al- 
though the  incidence  of  the  duty  upon  the 
general   public,    or   loss  to    the  Trea- 
sury,   would   be   just    the   same.  We 
have   to  consider  what  the  public  have 
to  pay  for  the  alleged  benefits  conferred 
on  the  community  by  an  increase  of  duty. 
The  Treasurer  said  that  the  wages  paid 
were  ;^6o,ooo  jjer  annum.     Assimiing  a 
consumption  of  pianos  of  about  1 1 ,000  or 
12,000 — which,  cKi  the  figures  given  before 
the  Tariff  Commission  is  not  far  wrong — 
and  taking  the  dutv  as  about  £,$  on  the 
ordinary  piano,  mulfiplying  the  two,  you 
get  ;£6o,ooo  a  year  as  the  duty  proposed 
by  the  Minister,  which  amounts  exactly  to 
the  total  wages  paid  at  present  bv  Mr. 
Beale     I  do  not  say  that  Mr.  Beale  gets 
that  sum — but  _;^6o,ooo  a  year  is  a  verv 
Wg  outlay  at  the  expense  of  those  who  use 
irianos  —  nor   that   Mr.    Beale  requires 
the     protection    it     implies,  because, 
according    to    the    eridenoe,     he  is 
flourishing,  and  his  business  has  increased 
through  his  enterprise,  ability,  and  push, 
bv  50  per  cent,  since  1900.     But  we  are 
giving  away  ^^60,000  per  annum  for,  shall 
we  sav,  the  operatives  who  are  engaged  in 
Mr.  Beale's  works,  and  whose  case  has 
been  put  to-day  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Dalley.    Mr.  Beale's  output  in  1904, 
aox^ding  to  the  Tariff  Conmission,  was 
Xj500  pianos,  and  at        apiece  the  total 
amount  that  Mr.  Beale  could  get  (xi  his  pre- 
sent output,  out  of  the  ^60,000  would  be 
;^7.5oo.    I  do  not  know  how  much  of  that 
will  eo  to  his  operatives.    They  may  get 
a  shilling  or  two  more  a  week.    It  would 
only  mean  a  few  shillings  a  week  extra  to 
the  men  if  the  whole  of  it  was  divided 
amongst  them,  and  I  suppose  that  Mr. 
Beale  will  not  give  them  the  whole  of  it. 
We  know  that  the  men  do  not  get  such 
treatment.    That  could  only  be  brought 
about  by  a  very  effective  form  of  the  so- 
called  new  protection,  which  we  have 
not  found  yet.  But  supposing  that  the  men 
were  dfered  the  whole  of  the  £1,500  a 


year,  surely  they  would  not  be  so  unpatri- 
otic as  to  taice  it  when  it  meant  an  addi- 
tional price  tor  pianos,  which  are  the  little 
enjoyments  of  their  own  class,  and  which 
help  to  alleviate  the  hardships  of  their  daily 
life.  Surety  they  are  not  going  to  ask  for 
that  additim  to  their  wages  at  an  expense 
to  the  public,  not  of  £,T,ooo  oniy^  but  of 
;£6o,ooo  a  year?    That  is  the  lesson  that 
1  have  drawn  from  the  figures  given  by  the 
Treasurer.    We  have  heard  a  good  deal 
about  encouraging  local  production.    1  do 
not  want  to  say  anything  about  the  quality 
of  the  local  piano.    Some  may  say  that  its 
tone  is  not  altogether  as  resonant  as  that  of 
some  other  instruments.  I  have  heard  that 
said,  and  the  same  remark  may  be  made 
about  some  of  the  American  pianos.  But 
pianos,  wherever  made^  have,  though  in 
a  less  marked   degree,   that  peculiarity 
which  is  common  to  most  musical  instru- 
ments— the  timbre  depending  to  a  large 
extent  upon  proper  seasoning,  and  upon  the 
perfect  balance  of  the  parts,  so  that  there 
IS   no   irregularity    or    want    of  conso- 
nance in  the  wave  lengths  of  the  strings, 
and  in  the  particular  kinds  of  woods  that 
are  dovetailed  one  into  the  other  to  make 
up  the  instrument.  To  say  that  that  highest 
skill,  which  does  not  come  by  the  sudden 
application  of  mathematics  to  mcmey,  but 
from  that  indefinable  genius  whidi  is  the 
result    perhaps    of    prolonged  evolution 
through  generations,  can  be  induced  by  the 
mere  imposition  of  a  10  or  15  per  cent, 
higher  rate  of  duty,  is  arrant  nonsense. 
If  a  mere  duty  can   give   the  requisite 
quality  in  all  cases,  how  is  it  that  there 
are  six  or  seven  different  leading  classes 
of  pianos  in  Germany  ?     One  performer 
will  not  play  at  a  concert  Cfa  the  piano  of 
a  particular  maker.     He  prefers  perhaps 
a  piano  with  a  greater  weadth  of  tone, 
ring,  and  penetrating  power,  but  that  piano 
might  be  utterly  unsuited  to  another  per- 
former, especially  if,  instead  of  being  one 
of  those  acrobatic  persons  who  fill  large  halls 
— more  pugilists  than  real  artists — he  hap- 
pens to  be  an  artist  in  the  old  sense  of  the 
word,  as  it  was  applied  to  Liszt's  plaving. 
The  piano  which  he  would  select  would  be 
one  of  softer  tone,  that  would  fill  perh.-ips 
a  moderate-sized  drawing  room.     We  all 
have  different  ears,  or  perhaps  we  would  not 
so  often   shut   them   to  the  speeches  of 
honorable  members  who  sit  on  opposite 
sides  to  us.    If  we  try  to  enoHirage  or  con- 
fine our  choice  to  purely  local  [mxluction. 

a  long  ,^B,|!g^,(^gJ|f/"-' 


through  varieties 


topmert 
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of  tone,  and  peculiarity  of  shading,  which 
have  so  much  to  do  with  the  psychological 
enjoyment  of  music,  and  that  have  been 
attained  in  some  of  the  older  portions  of 
the  world  through  the  wide  field  of  com- 
petitim  and  experience.  That  is  one  of 
the  reasons  why,  whilst  desirous  of  en- 
couraging local  skill,  and  not  attempting  in 
any  way  to  impugn  the  quality  of  our  local 
product,  I  am  still  somewhat  of  an  eclectic 
in  this  matter,  and  desire,  as  representa- 
tive of  the  citizens  who  may  have 
an  interest  in  buying  pianos,  to  free 
myself  from  prejudice,  and  to  be  un- 
affected by  any  attempt  of  the  Trea- 
surer to  impose  a  duty  that  will  rather 
limit  than  extend  the  power  of  the  public 
to  purchase  the  piaiK»  that  they  fanc}*. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  music  has  a  good 
deal  to  do  with  the  civilities  of  life.  You 
can  abuse  music,  and  part  of  the  reason 
tor  the  waning  of  our  enjoyment  ot  it  in 
after-years  is  over- familiarity  with  certain 
tunes.  I  do  not  advocate  such  a  wide 
diffusion  of  music  that  every  house  shall 
ring  with  the  playing  of  pianos  and  the 
scraping  of  fiddles,  because  temperance  in 
xhis.  as  in  other  matters,  preserves  the 
power  of  enjoyment,  and  when  there  is  too 
great  a  dwelling  on  particular  melodies  the 
appetite  mav,  in  the  words  of  the  poet, 
"Sicken  and  so  die."  But  without  a 
judicious  admixture  of  the  enjoyment  whi<di 
ordinary  minds  can  get  from  music,  with 
the  harsh  conditions  of  modern  life — of 
which  the  man  with  only  two  or  three 
IK>unds  a  week  gets  his  full  share — y/e 
shall  never  reach  that  level  of  ccanparative 
vwnfort  and  general  culture — using  the 
*nrd  in  its  proper  sense — that  we  all, 
whether  Socialists  or  not,  aim  at  here.  In 
the  interests,  therefore,  of  the  12,000  pur- 
chasers of  pianos  per  annum — and  I  sup- 
j»ose  they  will  be  represented  by  an  in- 
creasing number  each  year — I  appeal  to  the 
Committee  not  to  impose  a  duty  that  is  be- 
yond, I  might  say,  the  necessities — although 
there  is  no  necessity  for  an  increase  dis- 
closed by  the  evidence  given  before  the 
Tariff  Ccmunission — and  that  certainly 
might  mean  a  greater  difficulty  on  the  part 
of  men  with  moderate  inccMnes  in  buying 
one  of  the  few  solaces  of  their  daily  lives. 
The  Treasurer  has  given  us  various  prices 
at  which  pianos  can  be  imported,  running 
from  about  £g  up  to  £20.  On  the  cor- 
rected estimate  of  the  Customs  Depart- 
ment,  the  average  cost,  for  clearance  be- 
fore duty,  of  pianos  im^iorted  from  Ger- 
many is  ;£23  odd.  That  is  a  good  ezpcnt 
Mr.  Glynn. 


price  for  a  piano,  and  I  believe  that  the 
local  piano  does  not  cost  more  than  that 
to  produce.  I  have  seen  estimates  of  the 
cost  of  local  production,  running  frwn  ^16 
to  £2;^.  I  have  also  seen  deductirais  from 
the  figures  said  to  be  given  by  Mr.  Beale 
himself,  which  indicate — I  do  not  say 
prove — that  his  cost  of  production  locally 
is  not  ^eater  than  the  average  cost  at 
which  pianos  can  be  imported.  If  that 
is  so,  there  is  absolutely  nothing  pregnant 
in  the  figures  quoted  by  the  Trea- 
surer. There  is  at  present  a  duty  of 
2b  per  cent,  on  pianos,  which,  with  a 
cost  of  production  of  ;^2o,  is  supplemented 
by  a  natural  protection  of  about  50 
per  cent,  ad  valorem.  The  lowest 
cost  of  importation  from  Germany  that 
I  have  seen  is  about  so  that,  add- 
ing that  to  the  incidence  of  the  present 
dut}-,  there  is  a  prettv  effectual  protection 
even  with  a  20  i>er  cent.  rate.  In  those 
circumstances,  it  is  uncalled  for — in  fact, 
it  is  a  most  inexpedient,  if  not  foolish, 
policy — to  ask  the  Committee,  without 
rhyme  or  reason,  even  from  the  protec- 
ticwiist  point  of  view,  and  with  many  ooun- 
ter  reasons  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
revenue  and  of  the  general  consumer,  to 
put  about  50  per  cent,  more  on  to  a  rate 
of  duty  which,  up  to  the  present,  has  beoi 
marked  by  increased  enterprise  and  success 
on  the  part  of  the  local  industry-. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [4.43].— In 
regard  to  the  leakage  of  information  from 
the  Customs  to  Mr.  Beale,  the  extracvdi- 
nary  suggestion  has  been  made  that  he 
had  chained  it  by  a  sort  of  divination. 
The  h(XK»able  member  for  Wimmera,  for 
instance,  suggested  that  Mr.  Beale  might 
have  obtaineid  possession  of  the  in- 
formaticxi  in  scxne  such  way.  I  in- 
tervene at  this  moment  wily  to' show  that 
the  words  quoted  in  Mr.  Beale's  circular 
are  identical  in  every  respect  with  the  me- 
moranda handed  to  the  Treasurer  by  Mr. 
Allan  in  September  last,  and  Mr.  Beale's 
circular  reached  honorable  members  about 
the  middle  of  last  month,  or  a  little  earlier. 
Mr.  Allan's  memoranda  cc»isist  of  four 
paragraphs.  I  will  read  the  two  documents 
paragraph  by  paragraph,  alternately,  so 
that  their  absolute  identity  may  be  .per- 
ceptible to  everybody.  Mr.  Allan's  first 
paragraph  is  as  follows — 

It  must  be  understood  that  the  manafftctnre 
of  pianos  presents  exccptioaal  difficulties.  It  is 
not  an  ordinary  matter  of  lalmui  and  mate- 
rial; but  an  industry  and  ^ft^vCmhisa^  la 
a  piano  of  musical  qualt^^^tlimi*  dutiitie 
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Tcnilt  which  ia  only  obtained  after  yeari  ox 
geEerations  of  experiment. 

Now,  I  shall  read  the  paragraj^  quoted 
in  Mr.  Beale's  circular — 

It  must  be  uDdcrstood  that  the  manufacture 
of  pianos  prescQts  exceptional  difficulties.  It  is 
not  an  ordinary  matter  of  labour  and  material, 
but  an  industry  and  an  art'  combined.  In  a 
piano  of  musical  quality,  there  is  an  artistic  rc< 
suit  which  is  only  attained  after  years  or  gene- 
rations of  experiment. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — All  I  was  con- 
cerned about  was  whether  the  memoran- 
dum had  been  c^tained  frc»n  the  Depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  MAHOX. — I  do  not  believe  that 
any  honorable  member  for  one  moment  en- 
tertains the  idea  that  the  letter  was  ob- 
tained from  the  Treasurer;  but  there  is 
a  little  mystery  which  I  hope  the  Trea- 
surer will  be  able  to  investigate  later  cm. 
The  second  paragraph  in  Mr.  Allan's  ihe- 
morandum  is  as  follows — 

Even  if  the  importation  of  pianos  is  practi- 
cally prohibited,  it  is  an  industry  that  even 
those  with  expert  knowledge  would  be  chary  of 
attempting  in  Australia,  owing  to  the  very  great 
uncertainty  as  to  whether  the  product  would  be 
a  success. 

That  is  the  first  sentence  of  the  para- 
graph; and  now  I  shall  read  the  first 
sentence  in  the  correspraiding  paragraph 
of  Mr.  Beale*s  quotaticxi — 

Even  if  the  importation  of  pianos  is  practi- 
cally prohibited,  it  is  an  industry  which  even 
those  with  expert  knowledge  would  be  chary 
of  attempting  in  Australia,  owing  to  the  very 
great  uncertainty  as  to  whether  the  product 
would  be  a  success. 

Then  Mr.  Allan  proceeds — 

The  ordinary  difficulties  of  manufacture  are 
enhanced  in  Australia,  owing  to  the  absence  of 
suitable  materials,  and  the  want  of  skilled  ex- 
perts, who  would  have  to  be  imported  at  very 
high  salaries,  as  there  is  no  school  or  training 
for  such  workmen  in  Australasia. 

Now,  Mr.  Beale — 

The  ordinary  difficulties  of  manufacture  are 
enhanced  in  Australia,  owing  to  the  absence  of 
suitable  materials,  and  the  want  of  skilled  ex- 
perts, who  would  have  to  be  imported  at  very 
high  salaries,  as  there  is  no  school  or  training 
for  such  workmen  in  Australasia. 

I  hope  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Wimmera  is  omvinced  that  this  is  no  ac- 
cidental resemblance. 

Mr.  Sampson. — I  do  not  say  that  it  is; 
but  it  is  always  hard  to  trace  the  source 
of  any  inf«mati(Xi. 

Mr.  MAHON.— The  honorable  member 
does  not  comprehend  my  point.  The  cir- 
cular of  Mr.  Allan  is  the  product  of  Mr. 
Allan's  own  brain.  How  does  Mr.  Beale's 


circular  come  to  be  identical,  word  for 
w<Mrd,  with  a  confidential  circular  sent  to 
the  Department? 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  made  it  official 
at  once,  and  it  bears  the  official  stamp. 

Mr.  MAHON.— As  I  said  before,  I  do 
not  think  that  the  Treasurer  knew  anything 
about  this  matter. 

Mr.  Webster.— Who  did,  then? 

Mr.  MAHON. — I  am  not  in  a  position  to 
say.  The  point  raised  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Wimmera  that  the  information 
was  received,  or  hit  on,  in  some  accidental 
way  

Mr.  Sampson. — That  is  not  my  point. 
My  point  is  that  it  might  have  been  pos- 
sible to  get  the  information  outside  the  De- 
partment. I  do  not  say  that  the  infor- 
mation was  obtained  outside  the  Depart- 
ment ;  but  there  may  have  been  pressed 
copies  of  the  conunuiiication. 

Mr.  MAHON.— It  is  in  answer  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Wimmera  that  I  am 
reading  these  circulars,  in  order  to  show 
that  they  are  identical,  word  for  word. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  document  mav  have 
been  obtained  outside  the  Department  sur- 
reptitiously. 

Mr.  Sampson. — It  mav  have  been  stolen 
frcmi  Mr.  Allan. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— The  document  was 
in  Mr.  Allan's  own  place,  and  his  men 
mav  have  had  access  to  it. 

Mr.  MAHON. — The  presumption  which 
contradicts  the  supposition  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wimmera,  is  that  Mr. 
Beale  states  in  the  opening  of  his  cir- 
cular— 

A  letter  has  be<n  sent  to  members  of  the 
Commonwealth  Parliament  by  a  piano  importing 
firm,  which  letter  we  reprint  (in  red)  herein, 
with  answers  to  the  statements  made. 

If  this  information  were  obtained  surrep- 
titiously from  Mr.  Allan's  office  I  appre- 
hend that  the  person  who  took  it  would  also 
be  able  to  inform  those  to  whom  he  "ave 
it  that  it  was  not  issued  to  members  of  the 
Comm<Miwealth  Parliament,  but  was  a  con- 
fidential document  sent  to  the  Minister. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not  consider  it 
a  confidential  document. 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  call  it  a  confidential 
document,  because  it  is  difficult  to  know 
what  other  term  to  apply.  At  any  rate,  it 
was  a  document  not  intended  for  public 
perusal.  Here  is  Mr.  Allan's  third  para- 
graph— 

Beale's  pianos  are,  so  far,  most  «n^tisfac- 
tor^,  and  if  we  are  forced  into  mant^acturing 
it  IS  quite  a  gamble  whether  we  should  succcii 
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any  better.  No  musicians  will  use  them,  al- 
though he  commands  a  good  sale  amongst  those 
who  buy  a  piano  only  as  A  piece  of  furniture. 
Such  repul.ition  as  they  have  is  built  on  adver- 
tising alone. 

And  here  is  Mr.  Rpale's  third  paragraph— 

Urate's  pianos  are,  so  far,  most  unsatisfac- 
tory, and  if  we  are  forced  into  manufacturing 
it  is  quite  a  gamble  whether  we  should  succeed 
anv  better.  No  musicians  will  use  them,  al- 
though he  commands  a  good  sale  amongst  those 
who  buy  a  piano  only  as  a  piece  of  furniture. 
Such  reputation  as  they  have  is  built  on  adver- 
tising alone. 

Now  we  come  to  Mr.  Allan's  last  para- 
graph— 

If  we  did  succeed,  others  would  have  to  fol- 
low or  go  out  of  the  business;  and  it  would 
mean  that  in  a  few  years  the  thing  would  be  so 
overdone  that  there  would  be  nothing  in  it  for 
any  of  us. 

And  this  is  Mr.  Beale's  last  paragraph— 

If  we  did  succeed  others  would  have  to  fol- 
low, or  go  out  of  the  business,  and  it  would 
mean  that  in  a  few  years  the  thing  would  be  so 
overdone  that  there  would  be  nothing  in  it  for 
any  of  us. 

A  comparison  of  thesQ  paragraphs  at  once 
disposes  of  the  contenti(»i  put  forward 
that  the  contents  of  this  document  were  in 
some  extraordinary  manner  accidentally 
conveyed  to  Mr.  Beale,  and  points  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  obtained  by  methods 
discreditable  to  all  concerned. 

Mr.  SAMPSON  (Winwnera)  [4-54]-— 
The  honorable  member  for  Coolgardie  has 
endeavoured  to  fasten  on  me  a  statement 
which  did  not  ccmie  from  me.  I  did  not 
make  any  accusaticKi,  such  as  that  inferred 
by  the  honorable  member ;  all  I  did,  when 
a  charge  had  been  directed  against  the 
Treasurer,  was  to  ask  whether  it  was  not 
possible  for  the  information  to  have  been 
obtained  from  other  sources  besides  the  De- 
partment. I  take  it  that  copies  are  kept 
of  letters  sent  to  the  Department,  and  some 
copy  of  this  document  may  have  found  its 
way  into  other  hands.  It  may  have  been 
possible  for  Mr.  Beale  to  receive  this  in- 
formation from  some  outside  source,  though 
I  do  not  say  whether  he  did  or  did  not.  If 
a  d(x:ument  of  this  kind  has  been  surrep- 
titiouslv  obtained  from  the  Department, 
some  one  rrquires  to  be  severely  repri- 
manded. 1  repeat  that  all  I  suggested 
was  the  possibility  of  the  information  hav- 
ing l>een  obtained  outside  the  Department ; 
I  did  not  say  definitely  that  it  had  been  so 
obtaine<l. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [4.55].— Ewry 
honorable  member  has,  1  am  sure,  made  up 
his  mind  how  he  is  going  to  vote,  and  it  is 


undesirable  to  discuss  the  question  at  iny 
great  length.  However,  there  are  one  or 
two  points  to  which  no  special  reference  has 
been  made,  and  to  which  I  should  like  to 

call  attention.  As  to  the  document,  to 
which  the  honorable  member  fcM"  Coolgardie 
has  called  attention,  there  is  nothing  to 
show  that,  in  some  way,  the  information 
leaked  out  of  Mr.  Allan's  office.  Mr.  Allan 
himself  handed  me  the  only  other  copy 
which  he  had  typed  at  the  time,  and  which 
1  have  shown  to  the  Treasurer,  who,  I  am 
very  glad  to  find,  has  been  able  xo  discover 
the  original  document  in  the  Department. 
Mr.  George  Allan  very  distinctly  desires  that 
no  personal  reflection  should  be  made  on  the 
Treasurer,  who,  he  believes,  acted  in  good 
faith  in  the  matter.  One  fact  to  which  1 
wish  particularly  to  refer  is  that  there  have 
been  several  petitions  presented  to  us.  Al- 
though  I  know  that  customarily  petitions 
are  placed  where  they  are  never  seen  again, 
those  to  which  I  refer  are  very  im- 
portant, representing,  so  far  as  Victoria  is 
ccHicemed,  3,648  teachers  of  music.  It 
is  estimated  that  throughout  the  Common- 
wealth there  are  over  5,000  people  thus 
employed,  and  they  deserve  some  con- 
sideration, inasmiKh  as  pianos  compose 
their  tools  of  trade,  and,  as  such, 
should  not  be  made  too  costly.  But 
there  is  another  aspect  of  the  ques- 
tion to  which  I  desire  to  draw  at- 
tention. There  has  h&exi  a  series  of  ex- 
aminations conducted  under  the  authority 
of  the  Trinity  College  of  Music,  London, 
and  the  Rc^al  Academy  of  Music ;  and  the 
candidates  presented  number  thousands. 
While  we  have  to  pay  some  regard  to  the 
piano-making  industry,  we  must  not  forget 
those  vast  numbers  of  users,  whether  they 
use  the  piano  as  a  means  of  livelihood  or 
merely  as  a  means  of  pleasure.  This  is 
an  aspect  which  has  to  be  considered . 
quite  irrespective  of  the  merits  of 
the  manufactures  of  the  particular  firms 
which  have  been  mentioned.  Person- 
ally, I  think  it  most  unfc^nate  that 
there  should  have  been  so  much  reference 
to  one  firm ;  because,  in  my  opinicm,  the 
question  ought  to  be  considered  solelv  from 
its  utilitarian  and  commercial  point  of 
view.  Mr.  Beale  deserves  every  credit  for 
the  enterprise  and  ability  he  has  shown  in 
inaugurating  this  industry,  which  be  did  not 
enter  from  anv  philanthrojnc  motives,  but 
with  the  purely  commercial  object  of  mak- 
ing it  printable.  It  hv^tFem,^wn  by 
the  balance-sbeeti^i^6ttli^W^/£rno^ 
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that  Mr.  Beale  has  made  a  financial  suc- 
cess of  his  enterprise.  It  has  not  been 
made  clear  as  to  how  that  balance-sheet 
was  secured,  because  it  is  only  recently 
that  the  law  was  passed  by  which  pub- 
lic cwnpanies  are  called  upon  to  produce 
their  statements  of  accounts.  However, 
the  balance-sheet  has  been  made  -public, 
and  has  not  been  successfully  challenged. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Mr.  Beale's 
balance-sheet  for  the  present  year,  which 
might  have  been  placed  upon  record,  has 
not  vet  been  filed.  In  the  absence  of  any 
contention  that  the  balance-sheet  is  in- 
correct, we  are  entitled  to  conclude  that 
the  industry  cannot  be  regarded  as  a 
struggling  c«ie. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Would  the  honorable 
member  be  satisfied  with  the  same  rate  oE 
profit  from  the  Broken  Hill  mines? 

Mr.  KNOX.— Unfortunately,  I  have  to 
be  satisfied  with  a  return  of  3  per  cent.  I 
think  that  the  dutv  proposed  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Dalley  may  be  regarded 
as  the  highest  which  this  Committee  is  likely 
to  accept.  Of  course  very  much  will  de- 
i>end  upon  the  attitude  which  the  Go\-em- 
ment  take  up  in  regard  to  the  dutv  to  be 
levied  upon  the  various  parts  of  pianos 
which  cannot  be  manufactured  in  the  Com- 
monwealth, or  which  cannot  be  manufac- 
tured here  satisfactorilv.  Inasmuch  as  re- 
ference has  alreadv  been  made  to  the  matter, 
I  propose  to  read  the  following  letter  which 
I  have  received  from  Mr.  Hugo  Wertheim— 
Dtar  Sir, 

I  am  willmg  to  enter  into  a  bond  fo/  A5.«» 
to  estabUsh  a  large  piano  factory  at  Mclbou  « 
during  the  next  twelve  months,  provided  that  the 
following  piano  parts  be  exempt  from  duty 
Actions,  complete  or  in  parts,  strings,  felts,  and 
felling,  hammers,  ivories    and    keys  thereto, 
handles  and  hinges  for  pianos,  sounding  boards 
in  the  rough,  veneers  for  pianos  m  the  rougd. 
All  these  parts  have  hitherto  been  free  under 
the  Tariff  of  190a.  and  it  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance that  they  remain  free.      No  new  maker 
would  otherwise  have  the   slightest  chance  of 
successfully   competing   against   the  old-estaD- 
lished  factory  of  Beale  and  Company  Limited. 
Tbe  reasons  are  given  io  my  memo,  attached 
hereto       This  is  such  an   essential   and  vital 
condition  that  even   a  higher   duty   on  pianos 
would   offer   no   inducement   to   start   a  piano 
factory  unless  the  parts  mentioned  are  put  on 
tbe  free  list.      Mr.  Beale  has  gained  his  ex- 
perience during  the  last  fourte«i  years,  an  ex- 
perience which  any  manufacturer  now  starting 
has  to  gain.     Daring  all  these  years  he  im- 
ported these  parts  free,  and  only  during  the 
Jast  two  or  three  years  has  he  started  making  a 
few  of  them.     To  a  new  maker,  this  would  be 
impossible  for  some  years  also.      1  am  quite 
■satisfied  with  the  late  duty  of  ao  per  cent, 
•(would,  of  course,  not  object  if  it  were  in- 


creased to  »s  per  cent,  on  foreign  pianos),  pro- 
vided tbe  foregoing  request  be  granted. 


The  gentleman  who  has  made  this  offer  is 
financially  very  substantial.  He  is  well 
known  in  ccwnmerciai  circles,  and  therefore 
his  offer  may  be  regarded  as  a  business  one 
which  the  Treasurer  may  well  take  into 
consideration.  He  undertakes,  if  the  parts 
that  he  has  enumerated  are  admitted  free, 
to  start  a  large  piano  factory  here.  We 
should  thus  be  assured  of  a  healthy  compe- . 
tition  in  the  industry.  I  have  also  reorived 
from  a  gentleman  in  this  city  the  following 
letter — 

I  should  like  to  [>oint  out  that  the  freight  and 
charges  on  the  British  piano  cost  so  much'  more 
than  the  German,  that  it  practically  puts  the 
British  piano  out  of  the  market  in  Australia 
and  Tasmania.  The  general  trade  who  stock 
only  German  pianos  have  recently  inspected  and 
approved  of,  also  ordered,  pianos  made  by  my 
people  in  London.  But  without  the  prospect  of 
a  preferential  Tariff,  the  step  would  not  have 
been  taken.  Tbe  New  Zealand  Tariff  of  ao 
per  cent.  British  and  30  per  cent,  foreign  works 
well,  and  my  business  and  the  British  niano 
trade  generally  in  that  coimtry  is  satisfactory, 
but  without  a  similar  preference  in  this  coun- 
try and  Tasmania,  I  might  as  well  give  up  my 
work  here.  I  feel  sure  you  will  give  this  im- 
portant matter  the  attention  it  deserves. 

Fr<»n  c^ial  figures  I  gather  that  the  aver- 
age invoiced  price  of  pianos  imported  into 
Australia  during  1905  was  jQif^  135.  yd., 
though  the  factory  cost  of  these  instru- 
ments found  in  an  ordinary  dealer's  show- 
rooms would  be  much  higher.    A  fair  aver- 
age would  be   from  £,1%   to,  say,  ^£50. 
Taking  as  an  illustration  a  piano  which  cost 
£.20  at  the  factory,  the  effect  of  the  Go- 
vernment proposals  would   be   to  charge 
duty  upon  £z^  6s.,  which  amount  is  made 
up  as  follows : — Invoiced  price  of  piano 
£20,  cost  of  packing  case  £2  5s.,  charges 
to  f.o.b.  London  or  Hamburg  15s.,  and 
ID  per  cent,  added  by  Customs  £2  6s.  A 
duty  of  40  per  cent,  upon  the  aggregate 
of  these  sums  would  amount  to  j^io  2s.  sd. 
Upon  a  piano  costing  £^^  at  the  factory, 
dutv  would  be  levied   on   the  following 
charges :   Invoiced  price  of  piano  £zSi 
cost  of  packing  case  £2  5s.,   charges  to 
f.ab.  London  or  Hamburg  15s.,  10  per 
cent,  added  by  CustMns  £^  i6s.,  or  a  total 
of  £Ai  i6s.    The  duty  of  40  per  cent,  in 
this  instance  would  represent  £^6  14s.  5d. 
Upon  a  piano  costing  £$0  at  the  factory, 
duty  would  be  levied  upon  the  following 
charges :  Invoiced  price  of  piano  £50^ 
cost  of  packing  case  £2  5s.,  diarges  to 
f.o.b.  London  or  Hamburg  is4p  ro  per 
cent,  added  by  C^Stbriis  £$  6s.>^6t  a  total 
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of  6s.  The  proposed  duty  of  40  per 
cent,  upon  this  amount  would  represent 
£2^  6s.  6d.  In  addition  to  these  charges 
there  has  to  be  added  the  impOTt  charges 
frcxn  factory  to  Melbourne,  ccwisisting  of 
packing  case,  expenses  to  f .o.b. ,  sea 
freight,  wharfage,  cartage,  unpacking  and 
polishing  at  Melbourne,  insurance,  buying 
commissuxi  and  exchange  on  draft.  These 
charjEies  amount  to  an  average  of  from  ^^8 
to  £iQ  upcMi  each  piano.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstance, it  is  clear  that  Uie  duty  upon 
a  piano  which  is  invmced  at  £20  would 
be  £iQ  2s.  5d.,  and  the  landing  charges 
£%.  In  other  words,  it  would  cost 
£i9>  2S.  5d.  to  land  the  instrument  in  Mel- 
bourne without  any  profit  to  the  importer 
being  added.  This  is  equivalent  to  a  tax 
of  90  per  cent.  Similarly,  upon  a  pianii 
invoiced  at  £i$  the  dutv  would  be 
^16  14s.  sd.,  and  the  landing  charges, 
say,  £9,  or  a  total  of  £2$  i4S-  5d.,  which 
is  equivalent  to  74  per  cent.  Upon  a  piano 
invoiced  at  £$0  the  duty  would  be 
^£23  6s.  6d.,  and  the  landing  charges,  say, 
£10,  or  a  total  of  ;^33  6s.  6d.,  which  is 
equal  to  66  per  cent.  Such  duties  would 
mean  ruin  to  the  importing  houses.  They 
would  shut  out  all  the  high-class  instru- 
ments, including  large  grands,  which  are 
generally  used  for  concerts,  such  as  the 
Bechstein,  Lipp,  St«nway,  Erard,  &c.  The 
figures  which  I  have  quoted  will  suffice  to 
show  that  the  industry  of  piano-making 
already  enjoys  a  large  natural  protection, 
and  the  proposed  duties  would  fall  very 
heavily  upon  music  teachers  and  musical 
students  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 
These  are  points  to  which  reference  has  not 
previously  bom  made,  and.  therefore,  1 
think  that  I  am  justified  in  asking  the 
Committee  to  consider  them. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [5.12].— During 
the  course  of  this  debate  a  statement  has 
been  made  which  reflects  seriously  upon  the 
administration  of  our  Customs  Depart- 
ment. A  charge  of  having  divulged  official 
information  was  levelled  against  the  Trea- 
surer, but  the  leakage  has  now  been  sheeted 
hcane  to  the  Department  of  Trade  and 
Cust«ns.  I  ask  htmorable  members 
whether  they  are  prepared  to  let  the  matter 
rest  where  it  is.  Certainly,  I  am  not  con- 
tent to  do  so.  The  Treasurer  is  to  be  com- 
plimented upon  having  regarded  the  infor- 
mation given  to  him  as  (Sficial,  and  upon 
having  forwarded  it  to  the  proper  quarter. 
An  inquiry  ought  now  to  be  instituted  to 
ascertain  whv  the  Customs  Department  has 
not  regarded  that  infonnaticai  as  sacred. 


The  Minister  of  Trade  and  Custcaas  ou^ht 
certainly  to  pursue  the  matter  further,  vuh 
a  view  to  discover  who  is  at  fault.  Per- 
sonally, I  intend  to  ask  him  a  question  in 
regard  to  it  at  the  earliest  possible  oppor- 
tunity. The  honorable  member  for  Koo- 
yong,  with  others,  has  been  ringing  the 
changes  upon  Mr.  Beale's  balance-sheet. 
It  is  certainly  strange  that  practically  at 
the  end  of  the  Tariff  discussion  we  should 
have  a  balance-sheet  presented  to  us  by  an 
interested  indi»try.  But  even  that  side  of 
the  question  is  not  complete,  because  we 
have  not  yet  seen  the  balance-sheets 
of  importers.  I  appeal  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  say  whether  such  a  large 
increase  of  the  duty  as  that  proposed 
bv  the  Government  should,  be  granted. 
The  honorable  member  for  Maranoa  paid  a: 
great  deal  of  attention  to  a  poor  unfor- 
tunate called  the  honorable  member  for  Dal- 
ley. It  IS  not  often  that  any  one  says  any- 
thing on  behalf  of  the  h(xx>rable  member 
for  Dalley,  but  I  am  going  to  defend  him 
on  this  occasion.  As  a  rule  he  caii  look 
after  himself.  The  honorable  member  for 
Maranoa  said  that  five  years  ago  tiie  hon- 
orable  member  for  Dalley  declared  that,  as 
a  free-trader,  he  would  stultify  himself  if 
he  voted  for  a  higher  duty  on  pianos  than 
15  per  cent.  It  is  quite  correct  that  the- 
honorable  member  for  Dalley  said  that. 
In  1902  he  was  pledged  to  his  constituents 
to  vote  for  free-trade,  and  he  adhered  to 
his  pledges  throuf^out  the  big  Tariff 
struggle,  whether  the  industries  affected 
were  or  were  not  those  of  his  own  elec- 
torate. But  after  that  experience,  and  the- 
experience  of  subsequent  Parliaments,  he, 
fourteen  months  ago,  stated  on  the  floor  oT 
this  chamber  that  in  futiire  he  would  know^ 
when  to  put  up  the  umbrella.  He  had 
discovered  that  so-called  free-traders  were 
rabid  when  industries  in  their  own  constitu- 
endes  were  not  affected,  but  became  protec- 
tionists of  the  deepest  dye  when  siKh  indus- 
tries were  threatened .  Accordingl y ,  he 
said  that  when  next  he  went  before  his 
electors  he  would  put  the  case  clearly  be- 
fore them.  He  ha3  discovered  that  the- 
Victorian  representatives  took  care  to  look 
after  Victorian  interests,  and  he  was  deter- 
mined that  New  South  Wales  industries 
should  not  suffer  by  any  votes  which  he 
might  give.  He  did  not  change  his  atti- 
tude without  consulting  his  electors.  The- 
IK)licy  which  he  has  adopted  has  been 
imitated  by  a  large  numl^r  of  so-called 
free-traders,  whicfej js,tfe^^i^ojOHj!)|gte  f ornb 
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of  flattery  which  they  could  have  shown. 
Some  htxiorable  members  have  changed 
their  fiscal  opini<xis  within  five  minutes. 
The  honorable  member  for  Maranoa  has 
made  very  wonderful  changes  since  1902. 
He  has  stated  that  he  is  willing  to  vote  pro- 
tection where  the  industry  concerned  will 
give  employment.  Piano-making  is  an  in- 
dustry which  gives  a  good  deal  of  onploy- 
ment,  but,  for  some  reascm,  he  baulks  when 
asked  to  protect  it,  although  rumour  says 
that  a  fortnight  ago  he  was  a  top-duty  man, 
so  far  as  pianos  are  concerned. 

Mr.  Page. — AcccH-ding  to  the  hcmorable 
member,  some  members  have  changed  their 
opinions  within  five  minutes. 

Mr.  Bamford. — The  honorable  member 
for  Dalley  has  not  made  a  thorough  change 
vet. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  honorable  member 
for  Dalley  must  be  given  time.  He  has 
one  eye  on  the  squire  and  one  on  the  fire, 
to  use  the  words  of  an  old  smg.  If  f»ano> 
making  were  a  Victorian  industry,  the  mo- 
derate protectionists  on  the  Opposition  cor- 
ner benches  would  have  spoken  of  it  as  a 
wonderful  industry,  employing  expert  work- 
men to  the  number  of  over  400  hands,  and 
therefore  requiring  protectk»i.  It  seems 
to  have  made  a  good  deal  of  difference  to 
them  that  the  industry  is  a  New  South 
Wales  (xie.  However,  they  have  declared 
that  they  are  federalists,  and  I  wish  to  give 
them  an  opportunity  to  show  that  they  are. 
But  although  I  am'  proud  of  the  industry,  I 
refuse  to  be  the  phonograph  of  the  man  at 
the  head  of  it.  as  I  refuse  to  be  the  phono- 
graph of  the  importers  or  their  agents.  I 
have  received  manv  telegrams  from  those 
connected  with  this  business,  urging  me  not 
to  vote  for  more  than  a  certain  duty.  But, 
while  I  respect  my  correspondents,  I  shall 
act  on  my  own  responsibility.  So  far  as 
Mr.  Beale  is  concerned,  I  say  good  luck  to 
him.  I  am  glad  that  he  has  charge  of 
such  an  industry,  that  the  factory  is  in  my 
electorate,  and,  better  still,  that  the  em- 
ployes, who  are  highly  skilled,  are  getting 
good  wages.  T  am  not  concerned  about 
the  profits  he  makes.  If  we  ask  for  a 
balance-sheet  in  cxie  case,  we  should  ask 
for  (Xie  in  e\ery  case.  If  we  did  that  it 
might  be  said  that  we  are  going  in  for  oro- 
fit  sharing,  and  the  Labour  Party  might 
say,  "  Let  us  nationalize' all  these  profitable 
industries."  The  Coinmittee  has  voted 
duties  of  35  per  cent,  and  30  per  cent,  for 
the  protectim  of  the  furniture  trade.  The 
moderate  i»otectionist8  had  nothing  to  say 


about  the  jMrc^ts  of  furniture-making.  Re- 
garding pianos  merely  as  furniture — the 
making  of  them  requires  much  greater  skill 

and  care  than  the  making  of  furniture — the 
rates  I  have  proposed  are  lower  than  the 
rates  on  furniture.  We  also  imposed  a 
thumping  duty  on  children's  boots,  the  mak- 
ing of  which  employs  only  a  few  persons. 
The  Minister  will,  I  believe,  not  insist  upon 
fixed  duties  for  pianos. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  said  so  this 
morning.  » 

Mr.  WILKS.— These  duties  were  an 
atrocity. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— The  atrocity  was 
the  reaxnmendati(»i  of  the  A  section  of  the 
Tariff  Commission. 

Sir  J  OHN  Quick. — What  atrocity  is 
there  in  levying  a  duty  of  on  a  ^^ao 
piano? 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — I  do  not  say  that 
there  is  any.  I  merely  repeated  a  word 
used  by  the  honorable  m^ber  for  Dalle}-. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  fixed  duty  on  high- 
class  pianos  is  £16  10s.  The  honorable 
member  for  Kooycmg  has  complained  that 
under  the  propcsed  duties  grand  pianos 
will  be  shut  out  of  the  market.  That  will 
not  affect  the  public  severely.  Not  m<we 
than  2,000  grand  pianos  are  in  daily  use 
in  my  electorate,  and  there  the  people  are 
not  too  well  off.  The  honorable  member 
would  put  grand  pianos  on  the  same  basis 
as  the  blue  used  by  washerwomen.  He 
wishes  to  make  it  appear  that  if  tbey  are 
shut  out  of  the  market  the  poor  will  suffer. 
A  grand  piano  costs  from  ;^2oo  to  £250. 

Mr.  McDqugall. — Are  not  those  who 
can  afford  to  bujr  such  pianos  legitimate 
subjects  for  taxation? 

Mr.  Page. — These  pianos  may  be  the 
means  of  livelihood  to  swne. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  cannot  believe  that  the 
average  teacher  of  music  uses  a  grand 
piano  costing  over  ;^2oo.  Reference  has 
been  made  to  the  new  protection.  The 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  an  ardent  free- 
trader, is  committed  to  the  new  protection, 
and  so  is  the  honorable  member  for  Dallev. 
whose  opposition  to  the  old  protection  has 
been  largely  based  on  the  ground  that  the 
manufacturers  have  got  the  advantage  of 
it,  while  the  employes  have  been  sweated 
and  the  public  victimized.  If  this  indus- 
try receives  protection,  it  must  coroe  imder 
legislation  requiring  the  manufacturer  to 
share  with  his  anploy£s,  and  with  the  pur- 
chasers of  pianos.  I  am  willing  to  make 
a  trial  of  the  ng||,z^9^©Ogte  with 
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the  possibility  of  bringing  it  into  iorce, 
I  were  not  td  persist  in  fighting  the  German 
manufacturers,  I  should  be  unquestion- 
ably a  foreign  trader.  We  have  com- 
mitted ourselves  to  the  policy  of  prefer- 
ence.  We  have  acknowledged  that  British 
enterprise  has  suffered  severely  from  the 
ccmipetition  of  Germany.  We  fear  the 
Germans  because  of  their  skill  and  their 
commercial  acumen,  which  enable  them  to 
undersell  British  productions  in  many  of 
the  markets  of  the  world.  Therefore,  we  wish 
to  give  British  manufacturers  a  preference. 
In  1906  we  imported  1,500  pianos  irom 
Great  Britain,  and  10,300  from  Germany, 
so  that  there  is  room  for  preference  here. 
If  they  have  been  sending  only  1,500  out 
of  i2,ooo  instruments,  while  Germany  has 
been  sending  10,000  odd,  there  is  room  for 
at  least  a  preference  of  5  per  cent,  to  the 
Motherland  as  against  Germany.  By  my 
amendment  I  ask  for  an  increase  (rf  5  per 
cent,  on  the  old  duty  of  20  per  crait.  It 
is  a  most  reasonable  request.  I  am  not 
dealing  now  with  the  manufacturing  in- 
dustrv,  but  with  the  importers.  By  wire 
and  statement  they  sav,  "  If  a  duty  of  25 
per  cent,  is  levied,  the  business  will  be 
ruined."  From  the  invoiced  prices  of 
pianos  landed  here,  and  from  the  values 
which  they  have  obtained  in  the  open 
market,  we  know  that  they  have  a  bigger 
margin  to  work  on  than  the  5  per  cent.  So 
far  as  British  goods  are  concerned,  I  am 
only  asking  the  Committee  to  reduce  the 
importers'  margin  by  5  per  cent.  As  Aey 
have  the  arrangement  of  business  they  can 
get  over  that  difficulty  to  a  great  extent. 
Their  possibility  of  rearrangement  and 
better  management  has  not  yet  been  ex- 
hausted, and  an  increast-d  duty  of  5  per 
cent,  as  against  British  imports  is  not  an 
insurmountable  difficulty  to  them.  So  far 
as  Germany  is  concerned,  I  only  ask  for 
a  preference  of  5  per  cent,  to  British 
imports,  and  an  increase  of  10  per  cent, 
on  the  original  duty.  When  we  were  deal- 
ing with  the  Tariff  in  1902,  we  were  con- 
testing a  policy  for  Australia.  We  were 
armed  with  a  mandate  from  the  public  to 
frame  the  Tariff  according  to  our  ideas. 
Free-traders  and  protectionists  took  count  of 
the  duties  imposed  on  pianos  in  the  various 
States  prior  to  Federation,  and  as  the  re- 
sult of  a  long  discussion,  we  came  to  a  com- 
promise of  20  per  cent.  Since  then  the 
politics  of  Australia  have  changed  remark- 
ably. The  last  battle  in  the  electorates 
was'  not  fought  on  the  fiscal  questicm — at 
any  rate  in  New  South  Wales.  The  struggle 
Mr.  WUit. 


in  that  State  was  between  Socialism  uid 
anti-Socialism,  and  the  question  of  fiscalism 
was  not  presented  to  the  people.  Preferen- 
tial trade  was  a  new  idea  to  which  honor- 
able members  on  this  side  have  subscribed 
equally  as  warmly  as  have  honorable  mem- 
bers on  the  other  side.  I  do  not  believe 
that  more  than  five  members  of  the  House 
were  opposed  to  the  principle.  I  ask  them 
whether,  if  Germany  is  the  great  competitor 
that  they  recognise,  an  increase  of  10  per 
cent,  on  the  original  duty  of  20  per  cent- 
is  a  very  great  thing  after  ail.  When  we 
find  the  woollen  and  other  industries  spe- 
cialized in  Victoria,  it  is  indeed  singular  to 
find  that  a  New  South  Wales  industry 
should  be  picked  out  for  different  treat- 
ment. All  I  ask  is  that  the  industry  should 
receive,  not  such  a  high  protection  as  was 
giv«i  to  Victorian  industries,  but  a  slight 
advance  on  the  old  duty.  I  refuse  to  act 
as  a  phonograph  for  Mr.  Beale.  I  sup- 
pose that  he  has  a  very  good  thing  in  his 
business,  but  I  am  certain  that  the  importers 
have  a  better  thing  in  their  business.  I  ha^-e 
read  very  carefully  their  letters,  and  they 
have  not  lacked  power  to  put  forward  the 
best  side  of  their  case.  Both  importers  and 
manufacturers  are  pretty  fjood  hands  at 
journalistic  work ;  they  excel  in  the  capacity 
to  captivate  the  readers  of  their  letters. 
I  am  pleased  that  in  this  debate  we  have 
had  so  few  charges  and  counter  charges 
as  regards  the  importers  and  Mr.  Beale. 
I  .  am  surprised  that  such  keen 
business  men  as  the  importers  and  their 
agents,  and  the  manufacturing  firm,  have 
allowed  their  troubles  to  be  dragg^  in 
here  and  ventilated.  I  am  astounded  that 
they  have  not  arranged  their  differ«Kes 
outside  and  come  to  a  cc»npromise.  But 
I  am  not  fighting  for  the  manufacturing 
firm.  Just  as  I  find  honorable  members 
fighting  for  the  interests  of  their  elec- 
torates, so  I  am  fighting  for  the  extension 
of  this  industry  in  my  electorate,  and  I 
hope  that  there  will  be  room  for  competi- 
tion under  this  higher  duty.  The  h(Mjor- 
able  member  for  Kooyong  has  said  that  a 
person  named  Wertheim  is  bursting  with 
anxiety  to  purchase  the  businera  from  Mr. 
Beale.  Well,  there  are  3,000  shares  still 
unallotted.  I  hope  that  he  will  rush  them. 
I  do  not  know  anything  about  that  ccm- 
pany's  business,  or  profess  to  know  any- 
thing about  the  importers,  but  I  do  know  a 
little  about  human  nature.  If  this  busi* 
ness  was  such  a  rattling  good  thing  as  has 
been  stated,  I  do  not  believe  that  there 
would  be  3,000  abaat^bSMR^^JgAiallotted 
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very  long.  If  it  was  a  very  good  tiling, 
then  persons  would  be  killed  in  the  crush 
to  secure  the  shares. 

Mr.  Akciier. — Have  they  been  issued 
for  allotment? 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Archer. — Perhaps  they  do  not  want 
the  shares  taken  up. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  do  not  know  anything 
about  that;  but,  if  Mr.  Wertheim,  of  Mel- 
bourne, is  prepared  to  take  over  the  busi- 
ness, and  is,  as  has  been  stated,  such  a  good 
patriot,  he  does  not  need  an  increased 
duty.  I  am  surprised  that  he  has  not 
started  in  the  industry  long  ago.  I  have 
discovered  that  when  an  importer,  es- 
pecially in  Victoria,  gets  beyond  the  ooint 
of  making  a  certain  profit,  he  devotes  him- 
self to  manufacturing.  I  find  that  in 
Melbourne,  men  have  been  engaged  in  both 
importing  and  manufacturing.  Thev  are 
not  out  for  an  airing,  but  to  make  money. 
I  believe  that  the  public  have  obtained  a 
very  good  insight  into  the  immense  profits 
which  are  made  out  of  the  piano  business. 
If  the  importer  finds  that  he  is  "gwng 
under,"  he  will  take  good  care  to  divert 
his  attention  to  manufacturing,  just  as  he 
has  dcMie  in  the  woollen,  hat,  and  other 
industries,  and  thousands  of  distributors 
will  be  required.  Seme  honorable  mem- 
bers have  said,  "  If  you  carry  an  increase 
of  5  per  cent.,  as  against  Great  BriAin, 
and  10  per  cent.,  as  against  Germany,  you 
will  throw  thousands  of  persons  out  of  em- 
ployment." Let  us  examine  that  argu- 
ment. The  only  persons  who,  so  far  as  I 
can  see.  would  be  interfered  with,  are 
those  who  canvass  for  busings  and  collect 
the  instalments  on  the  time-payment  system. 
In  any  case,  those  persons  would  be  em- 
ployed in  exactly  the  same  way,  and  pro- 
bably additional  Mnployment  would  be 
given.  I  have  been  in  public  life  for  many 
years,  but  I  have  never  yet  gone  to  a  fac- 
tory in  my  electorate  to  talk  politics  to  the 
employ^.  In  Victoria,  most  honorable 
members,  particularly  in  a  campaign,  e:o  to 
large  engineering  and  business  establish* 
ments,  and  address  the  hands. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — The  honorable 
member  is  getting  into  the  fashion  of 
speaking  too  long. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  do  not  want  to  speak 
too  long;  but,  according  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Maranoa,  I  spoke  too  briefly 
this  morning.  I  admit  that  the  matter 
does  not  need  to  be  laboured,  but  I  wish 
to  grt  this  additional  duty.    In  an  Sec- 


tion campaign,  X  never  go  near  the  ifac- 
tories  or  workshops.  If  1  address  the  em- 
ployes at  all,  I  address  them  as  a  part  of 
the  general  public.  1  speak  to  them  as 
citizens  and  electors,  but  not  as  employ^ 
of  a  particular  firm.  I  know  that  mv  op- 
ponents have  always  visited  the  workshops 
and  made  special  addresses  to  the  woric- 
men. 

Mr.  Palmer. — What  has  that  to  do  with 
the  question  before  the  Committee? 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  am  now  dealing  with 
the  question  from  the  political  stand-point. 
In  the  case  of  smaller  industries  honorable 
members  have  risen  here  and  read  letters 
which  they  have  received  from  individual 
electors,  urging  that  a  certain  duty  should 
be  imposed  on  an  article.  I  have  heard 
them  declare  that  they  have  visited  certain 
establishments  and  seen  how  flourishing 
they  were.  I  have  heard  them  admit  that 
they  visited  the  Melbourne  factories, 
and  that,  as  the  result  of  their  visit,  they 
could  advise  the  Committee  to  impose  a 
higher  duty.  I  have  done  nothing  of  that 
sort.  When  th^  have  been  aiding,  rightly 
or  wrongly,  very  many  of  the  manufactur- 
ing industries,  I  do  not  see  why  the  piano- 
making  industry  should  stand  out  of  the 
scramble.  My  reason  for  taking  up  that 
attitude  is  that  it  is  distinctly  a  New  South 
Wales  industry,  and,  furthermore,  it  is  car- 
ried on  in  my  electorate.  I  would-be  re- 
creant to  my  position  if  I  neglected  to 
put  forward  some  claim  on  its  behalf.  The 
employes  are  well  paid,  and  I  want  to  see 
the  indiistry  enlarged.  To  those  who  say 
that  the  imposition  of  a  duty  will  shut  out 
the  imported  article,  I  reply,  '*  Then  it  is 
not  for  Mr.  Beale,  but  for  others."  I  cer- 
tainly urge  the  Treasurer  to  support  duties 
of  30  and  25  per  cent.,  because,  in  my 
judgment,  he  will  not  get  more  protection. 
That  cannot  ruin  the  impcxter,  and  it  will 
give  mcouragement  to  the  existing  manu- 
facturer and,  I  hope,  to  others  to  go  into 
the  industry. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [5.40].— I  do 
not  intend  to  occupy  much  time,  because  I 
reo^nise  that  the  last  speaker  has  spcdcen 
twice,  and  at  ocHisiderable  length. 

Mr.  WiLKS.— Very  shortly  this  morning. 

Mr.  POVNTON.— I  wish  to  congratu- 
late the  honorable  member  on  his  zeal.  It 
is  an  old  saying  that  the  convert  is  most 
zealous. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Yes,  as  we  discovered  when 
the  honorable  member  left  our  P4rty  to  join 
the  Labour  PanyjedbyLjOOgle 
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Mr.  POYNTON.— r  regret  that  the  de- 
bate could  not  be  carried  on  without  intro- 
ducing the  question  of  nationality.  There 
h.TS  been  a  continuous  reference  to  "  Ger- 
man this"  and  "German  that."     I  come 
from  a  State  which  cMitains  a  lar^^  number 
of  German  settlers,  and  I  venture  to  say 
that  every  one  who  has  been  there  will  ad- 
mit that  they  are  as  good  as  any  settlers 
we  have.    From  the  remarks  of  some  hon- 
orable members,  aa&  would  think  that  the 
whole  of  this  business  of  importing  pianos 
was  a  German  one,  but,  as  a  matter  ot 
fact  we  have  received  petition  after  peti- 
tion from  all  the  States.    Honorable  mem- 
bers will,  perhaps,  find  the  names  of  two 
or  three  persons  of   German  nationality 
attached  to  the  petiti<»i  for  a  reduction  of 
the  duties.    I  do  not  believe  in  decrying 
another  man's  goods.    If  I  employed  men 
as  agents,  and  heard  that  they  were  decry- 
ing the  goods  of  mv  oppcment,  I  would 
get  rid  of  them  at  once.   There  has  been 
too  much  of  that  sort  of  thing  g<nng  on 
here  to-day.   There  has  been  far  too  much 
appealing  to  prejudice.    The  Government 
ha\-e  sunnitted  a  ctxnmon-sense  business 
proposition,  which  represents  practically  a 
duty  of  50  per  cent,  on  the  import  value 
of  the  pianos.    I  think  it  was  unfair  on 
the  part  of  the  Treasurer  to  quote  the  very 
low-valued  pianos,  and  to  state  that  they 
were  coming  from  Germany,  in  face  of  the 
fact  that  the  Customs  returns  show  that 
the  average  price  of  the  pianos  imported 
into  this  State  was  £,2^  odd,  and  in  the 
case  of  New  South  Wales  over  £22. 

Mr.  Mathews. — What  was  the  mini- 
mum? 

Ut.  POYNTON.— If  one  wanted  to  go 
into  the  matter,  one  could  quote  an  arrange- 
ment made,  perhaps,  at  a  very  low  rate. 
I  have  it  on  the  best  authoritv  that  the  cost 
of  manufacturing  certain  pianos,  as  re"- 
corded  in  the  books  of  the  very  firm  which 
h.is  been  discussed  so  much,  runs  from  £16 
upwards.  But  the  question  is  :  Is  it  a  fair 
thing  to  impose  such  a  high  duty  as  is  pro- 
posed? I  am  more  concerned  about  the 
users  than  about  other  persons.  It  is  im- 
mnterial  to  me  whether  it  is  Mr.  Beale  or 
thp  importers  who  petiticm  the  House. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — How  is  it  that  the 
importers  ran  sell  their  pianos  to  the  State 
of  Victoria  at  £^6  apiere  and  to  the  oiit- 
siile  public  at  ^^72  ? 

Mr.  POYNTON— I  do  not  know  any- 
thine  about  that.  I  believe  that  very 
nearlv  one-half  of  the  expenses  stated  in 
Mr.  Beale's  balance-sheet  each  year  cover 


agents'  expenses  in  selling  the  pianos.  But 
when  an  importer  delivers  directly  to  a 
Government  he  has  no  expenses  to  defray 
other  than  the  hon*e  cost  and  the  importing 
expenses.  I  am  not  gmng  to  complain 
about  whether  the  locally-made  fwanos  axe 
good  or  not.  That  is  all  a  matter  of  taste. 
Every  man  has  his  own  idea  of  what  an 
instrument  is.  Some  people  will  say  that 
a  bagpipe  makes  beautiful  music,  but  I  am 
not  very  fond  of  it.  What  we  ought  to  do 
is  to  give  a  fair  and  reasonable  amount  of 
protection,  recognising  that  protection  is  the 
pohcy  of  the  country,  witfiout  putting  one 
firm  in  a  position  to  secure  a  monopoly. 
Probably  we  could  not  do  better  than  make 
some  of  the  intricate  parts  of  pianos  free, 
thus  giving  a  chance  to  other  persons  to 
start  in  the  same  business.  It  would  be  an 
intolerable  thing  if  any  other  person  com- 
niendng  to  manufacture  pianos  had  to  buy 
his  parts  from  his  opponent. 

Mr.  Watson.— Could  he  not  make  them 
himself  ? 

Mr.  POYNTON.~Mr.  Beate  has  for 
ten  years  had  the  advantage  of  importinir 
parts  free.  They  are  largely  made  m 
France  and  Germany,  and  even  English 
piano-makers  import  them.  I  wish  to  make 
It  possible  for  other  people  to  start  in  this 
busmess,  and  then  we  shall  have  that  rivalry 
without  which  protective  duties  are  so  dan- 
gerous. Prices  will  come  down  as  the 
result  of  competition.  I  do  not  intend  to 
say  anything  in  regard  to  Mr.  Beale's  bal- 
ance-sheets and  circulars.  The  matters 
relating  to  them  have,  I  think,  been  fairly 
well  cleared  up,  and  the  sooner  we  come  to 
a  vote  the  better  it  will  be. 

Mr.  FR.^ZER  (Kalgooriie)  [5.50].— The 
question  at  issue  is  of  sufficient  importance 
to  the  people  of  Australia  to  warrant  us  in 
eliciting  all  the  opinions  that  are  available 
from  all  sides  of  the  Chamber.  I  do  not 
know  that  many  votes  will  be  altered  as  a 
consequence  of  views  that  may  be  expressed, 
but  the  expression  of  them  will  lead  the 
general  public  to  understand  the  reasons 
that  have  actuated  us  in  fixing  these  duties, 
and  will  possibly  afford  an  insight  into  what 
may  be  expected  in  the  future.  I  think 
that  the  Treasurer  in  introducing  this  mat- 
ter set  a  very  bad  standard  for  the  debate. 
The  question  ought  to  be  settled  entirely 
apart  from  the  names  of  importers.  In 
commenting  upon  the  circular  for  the  con- 
tents of  which  he  was,  according  to  lus 
own  statement,  in  no  way  resfioonble',  the 
honorable  gentlemaif '^ii  my  opinioa  set  a 
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very  undesirable  eumple.  I  have  listened 
carefully  to  the  arguments  and  facts  that 
have  beoi  ccmtributed  to  the  debate,  and 
before  proceeding  further  I  can  pay 
this  tribute  to  Mr.  Beale — that  in  all 
respects  he  is  conducting  his  factory  in  ac- 
cordance with  Australian  conditions  which 
do  him  credit  and  which  are  advantageous 
to  those  whom  he  employs. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — He  does  not  want 
to  be  brought  under  Excise  conditions. 

Mr.  FSAZER. — I  am  not  concerned  in 
what  he  wants  in  that  respect.  Unless 
Excise  ccmditions  are  imposed  in  connexion 
with  these  duties  I  can  assure  the  Govern- 
ment that  a  considerable  time  will  elapse 
before  they  pass  this  House.  I  may  as 
well  be  pretty  emphatic  on  that  point.  The 
piano  manufacturing  industry  was  estab- 
lished in  New  South  Wales  under  free- 
trade.  The  statistics  as  to  its  develop- 
ment afford  useful  information  to  honorable 
members  in  making  up  thdr  minds.  It 
appears  to  me  that,  established  under 
free-trade  conditions,  and  developed  under 
a  protective  duty  of  20  per  cent,  under 
the  1902  TarifT,  the  industry  has  made 
magnificent  strides.  Mr.  Beale  has  estab- 
lished himself  in  every  State  in  Australia, 
and  the  pianos  that  he  manufactures  are 
four  times  as  many  as  they  were  before 
1902.  His  pianos  have  met  with  a  large 
amount  of  public  approval,  as  is  indicated 
by  the  demand  for  them.  Under  the  old 
duty,  Mr.  Beale  has  dtme  remarkably  well. 
As  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Tariff 
Commission,  it  appears  to  me  that  when 
any  manufacturer  went  before  Uiat  Cwn- 
mission  and  asked  for  an  increased  duty, 
the  Chairman  was  always  prepared  to  re- 
commend it.  He  has  riECCMnn»ended  in- 
creases in  99  per  cent,  of  cases  where  they 
have  been  asked  for.  In  this  case,  al- 
though a  request  has  been  made  for  an  in- 
creased duty,  there  does  not  appear  to  be 
any  strong  justification  for  it  when  we 
consider  the  facts  of  the  case.  But,  unfor- 
tunately, in  a  considerable  number  of  other 
cases  increases  have  been  granted  where 
there  was -not  even  the  same  justification 
for  them  as  there  was  in  this  instance.  In 
consideration  of  that  fact,  and  recognising 
the  general  policy  that  has  been  adopted 
by  this  Committee  in  favour  of  increasing 
duties,  I  am  prepared  to  vote  for  an  in- 
crease of  5  per  cent,  in  the  duty  against 
the  country  which  exports  nearly  al  1 
the  pianos  to  Australia  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  In  the  event  of  this  increase 
being  granted,  I  believe  that  not  <Hily  will 


the  i»ano-manufacturing  industry  ccmtinue 
to  flourish,  but  that  it  will  be  demonstrated 
to  the  music-loving  people  of  Australia 
that  Mr.  Beale's  firm  is  producing  a  piano 
that  is  capable  of  giving  satisfaction  to 
those  who  use  it.  We  must  not,  however, 
overlook  the  fact  that  nearly  all  the  music 
firms  of  Australia  and  a  large  number  of 
music  teachers  have  been  almost  unanimous 
in  their  ccmdemnation  of  the  increase  of 
the  duty.  I  presume  that  those  people  are 
the  best  judges  of  a  case  of  this  descrip- 
tion. 

Mr.  HtJTCHisoN. — Oh,  no. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— We  may  reasonably 
assume  that  people  who  spend  their  lives 
in  using  pianos  know  SOTiething  about  the 
tone  of  an  instrument  and  its  durability. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — They  do  not  know 
anything  about  the  tone  of  pianos  that  have 
not  vet  been  made. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— In  deciding  as  to  the 
future,  we  have  to  be  guided  by  past  ex- 
perience and  the  insight  which  we  derive 
from  it.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  ^ese 
protests  have  been  made,  and  pa  the 
facts  produced.  I  am  not  inclmed 
to  vote  for  a  larger  increase  than  5  per  cent, 
against  the  principal  country  from  which 
pianos  are  imported  into  Australia.  There 
is  no  reas<xi  to  believe  that  the  Australian 
industry  will  be  prejudiced  even  if 
we  leave  the  duty  as  it  stands,  but,  as 
increases  have  been  granted  upon  other 
items,  I  shall  be  prepared  to  vote  for  a 
duty  of  25  per  cent,  on  the  general  Tariff 
and  20  per  cent,  against  the  United  King- 
dcwn.  I  might  elaborate  other  points,  but 
it  appears  to  me  that  there  is  no  chance- 
of  affecting  votes  by  prolonging  the  debate, 
and  I  think  that  the  best  interests  of  the 
country  will  be  served  by  ccxicluding  the 
discussion  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [5.59]. 
— I  am  glad  that  at  last  the  honorable- 
member  for  Kalgoorlie  is  willing  to  con- 
cede an  extra  5  per  cent,  dutv  upon  an 
item.  But  he  has  furnished  the  best  ar- 
gument for  granting  a  larger  increase  than 
5  per  cent.,  because  he  tells  us  that  even 
under  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  onlv  one  firm 
of  piano  manufacturers  has  Jxcn  estab-^ 
lished  in  Australia. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— Beale's  fac- 
tory was  established  under  free-trade. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  fact  that 
only  one  factory  has  been  established  in 
Australia  proves  to  me  that  the  in- 
dustry is  not  sufficiently  .protected.  There 
is  an  enormous  demand  fcs*  pianos,  and  a 


7342 


Tariff         [REPRESENTATIVES.]  {Pianua), 


splendid  profit  is  made  out  of  the  trade. 
I  am  quite  satisfied  tliat  if  we  impose  a 
substantial  duty  we  shall  conduce  to  the 
establishment  of  other  factories.  If  any 
industry  should  be  highly  protected,  it  is 
that  which  involves  a  large  expenditure, 
and  ctmsumes  a  vast  quantity  of  material 
that  can  be  provided  in  Australia. 

Mr.  Hedges. — What  Australian  ma- 
terial is  used  in  this  industry? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Iron  and  wood. 

Mr.  Hedges.— Where  can  we  obtain  in 
Australia  suitable  wood  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  pianos? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Queensland  pro- 
duces a  variety  of  timb«^  suitable  for 
such  a  purpose. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  piano  on  view  in 
the  north  lobl^  is  made  partly  (rf  Queens- 
land timber. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— And  a  still  greater 
variety  may  be  secured. 

Mr.  Hedges.— What  about  the  veneers? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Given  a  substan- 
tial duty,  we  shall  have  them  made  here; 
and  we^  shall  have,  instead  of  one  strug- 
gling pianoforte  factory,  many  flourishing 
ones.  If  the  tone  of  Mr.  Beale's  pianos 
is  not  up  to  the  standard,  other  local  firms 
will  quickly  protfuce  a  superior  in- 
strument. What  can  be  done  elsewhere 
can  be  done  i.i  Australia.  I  have  not  heard 
any  one  complain  of  the  tone  of  the  Beale 
pianos.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  one  musician 
will  say  that  he  would  not  have  a  certain 
make  of  imported  piano  in  his  house, 
whilst  another  will  tell  you  that  it  is  the 
best  on  the  market.  I  have  a  Lipp  piano 
which  I  purchased  before  Mr.  Beale  com- 
menced operations,  and  it  is  one  of  the 
finest  toned  instruments  that  I  have  ever 
heard.  I  have  also  an  English  piano, 
which  has  an  excellent  tone. 

Mr.  Tudor. — What  about  the  bagpipes? 
Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  am  quite  willing 
that  a  duty  should  be  imposed  on  them, 
for  I  am  certain  that  they  too  can  be  made 
here.  The  honorable  member  for  Kal- 
goorlie  has  clearly  shown  that  an  increased 
duty  should  be  imposed,  and  I  hope  that 
we  shall  impose  duties  that  will  lead  to 
the  most  efFective  establishment  of  the  in- 
dustry. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [6.3].— Al- 
though it  is  said  that  pianos  are  manufac- 
nired  in  Australia,  the  veneers,  as  well  as 
the  wire,  and  many  parts  of  the  action  used 
in  their  construction,  are  imported.  If 


tbe  public  are  satisfied  to  omtinue  to  000- 
tribute  to  tbe  establishment  of  the  indus- 
try, we  may  be  able,  in  the  course  of  a  cen- 
tury or  so,  to  make  complete  pianos  in  the 
Commonwealth.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
freights  are  in  favour  of  the  local  manu- 
facturer.   The  duty  collected  on  these  in- 
struments in  1906  amounted  to  £,M,42i. 
If  the  duty  be  increased  to  40  per  rant., 
as  proposed  by  the  Government,  the  an- 
nual revenue  from  this  source  will  amount, 
on  the  same  basis,  to  jQ^AM^*  whilst  a 
duty  of  30  per  cent,  would  yield  a  revenue 
ofj£70,93i.  This  would  give  us  an  average 
yield  of  about  ^£82,000  from  a  dutv  of 
35  par  cent.   That  would  be  far  too  much 
to  take  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people. 
It  would  provide  a  pension  of  about  ^3 
per  week  for  600  men  in  the  trade  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  would  pay  the  Com- 
monwealth, instead  of  fostering  the  indus- 
try   by    imposing    the    dutv  proposed 
by    the    Government,    to    pension  off 
all  the  hands  in  the  local  factorv.  The 
proposal  that  we  should  contribute  so  largely 
towards  the  establishment  of  the  industry 
is  little  short  of  disgraceful.     Even  the 
old  duty  of  20  per  cent,  yielded  a  revenue 
that  would  provide  a  pension  of  over  /"^ 
per  week  for  300  persons.    In  other  words, 
those  who  purchase  imported  pianos — and 
we  have  to  remember  that  these  instruments 
are  often  bought  with   the  hafd^arned 
savings  of  the  people — contribute  to  the 
revenue  a  sum  equal  to  the  wages  paid  to 
those  engaged  in  the  industry.    I  do  not 
advocate  -the  free  admission  of  pianos,  but 
I  think  that  it  has  been  clearlv  shown  that 
the  old  duty  is  ample.    We  have  been  told 
that  the  local  manufactory  is  conducted  on 
splendid  lines,  that  good  wages  are  paid» 
and  reasonable  hours  observed.     If  that 
state  of  affairs  has  prevailed  under  a  duty 
of  2o  per  cent.,  why  should  we  increase  the 
duty?    I  am  prepared  to  vote  for  duties 
of  25  ,per  cent,  and  20  per  cent,  and  since 
the  industrv'  is  now  prospering  I  do  not 
think  that  we  should  go  bevond  those  rates. 
The  fact  that  the  public  are  paving  by  wav 
of  duty  on  pianos  a  sum  sufficient  to  pro- 
vide a  pension  of  over  £i  per  week  for 
.^oo  persons  in  the  industrv  clearlv  shows 
that  we  are  paying  too  much  for  sentiment. 
We  have  not  assisted  other  industries  to 
the  same  extent,  and  I  hope  that  the  Com- 
mittee will  reiect  the  Treasurer's  proposals. 
^  Mr.  FOSTER  (New  Eneland)  \6.^\~Xx 
IS  unnecessary  for  me  to  discuss  this  oues- 
fion  at  anv  length,  for  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  South  Sydnev  has  ably  stated  the 
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position  from  the  point  of  view  of  Aus- 
tralia. I  deprecate  the  attack  which  has 
been  made  upon  the  Australian  manufac- 
turer. 

Mr.  Mathews. — That  is  nothing  new. 

Mr.  FOSTER. — It  is,  to  say  the  least, 
remarkable  that  there  should  have  been 
brought  forward  durinp  this  discussicm  an 
unsworn  balance-sheet  of  a  most  doubtful 
character  as  to  the  profits  made  by  Mr. 
Beale.  This  is  the  first  occasion  on  which 
such  tactics  have  been  resorted  to  during 
the  ccBisideration  of  the  Tariff.  I  have 
paid  careful  attention  to  the  arguments  of 
the  advocates  of  the  foreign  manufacturer, 
£nd  have  glan<%d  over  the  circulars  and 
papers  which  they  have  supplied  to  me; 
but  I  knew  nothing  of  the  balance-sheet  in 
question  until  it  was  referred  to  in  Com- 
mittee this  morning.  I  and  others  who 
have  been  fighting  for  Australian  industries 
from  the  outset  were  denied  an  ooportunity 
to  examine  that  balance-sheet.  That  is  not 
fair  play.  The  importers  should  have 
either  supplied  the  same  information  to 
every  honorable  member  or  refrained  frmn 
distributing  any.  They  ought  not  to  have 
selected  a  few  honorable  members  to  whom 
to  give  special  information. 

Mr.  Mahon.- — The  honorable  member  had 
an  opportunitv  to  see  the  balance-sheet. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— Not  until  it  was  brought 
before  the  Committee  this  morning ;  I  did 
not  receive  a  copy  of  it.  When  I  was  seek- 
ing information  I  was  told  that  even  if  a 
little  more  protecticm  were  granted  it  would 
be  utterly  impossible  to  establish  the  indus- 
try in  Australia ;  but  I  find  that  others  have 
received  an  assurance  that  the  imposition 
of  increased  duties  will  give  rise  to  plentv 
of  local  opposition  to  Mr.  Beale.  I  feel 
called  upon  to  vote  for  the  highest  dutv, 
■with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  the 
industry  on  a  firm  foundation.  An  hon- 
orable member  who  is  oooosed  to  the  efforts 
being  made  to  establish  the  industry 
in  Australia  said  he  had  nothing 
to  say  against  the  quality  of  Mr.  Beale's 
pianos,  and  I  shall  not  say  a  word  against 
the  imported  instrument.  I  know  that 
many  excellent  pianos  are  being  imported, 
but  as  a  protectionist  T  am  confident  that 
the  imposition  of  increased  duties  will  cause 
foreign  manufacturers  to  commence  opera- 
tions in  Australia.  Mr.  Beale  has  not 
captured  the  whole  market,  and  there  is 
room  for  more  pianoforte  manufacturers  in 
the  Commcxiwealth.  Even  if  Australian 
woods  are  not  at  present  largely  used  in 


the  local  manufacture  of  pianos,  it  will  be 
found  that  we  have  many  timbers 
which  if  well  dried  will  be  suitable  for  the 
purpose.  Maryborough  pine,  as  well  as 
Queensland  black  bean — which  is  used  as 
a  substitute  for  walnut — red  bean  and  cedar 
are  now  being  used,  and  I  am  proud  to 
know  that  Lithgow  iron  is  likewise  being 
employed  in  their  manufacture.  I  would 
urge  my  ccmirades  of  the  Labour  Party  to 
remember  that  this  is  one  of  the '  best  in- 
dustries in  Australia.  It  is  at  present  a 
New  South  Wales  industry,  and  I  dare  say 
that  if  these  duties  be  passed  Mr.  Wertheim 
will  establish  a  factory  in  Victoria.  I  do 
not  wish  it  to  be  thought  that  I  am  plead- 
ing the  cause  of  this  industry  as  a  terri- 
torial protectitHiist.  I  fight  for  everything 
that  is  Australian,  and  I  hope  that  we  shall 
not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  splendid 
wages  are  paid  and  reasonable  hours  are 
worked  in  the  local  factorv. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  (Cook)  [6.14].— I 
have  determined  to  support  the  imposition 
of  duties  of  25  per  cent,  and  20  per  cent, 
or  an  increase  of  5  per  cent,  on  the  old 
duty.  The  arguments  advanced  in  sup- 
port of  increased  duties  have  been  based  on 
the  contention  that  we  have  a  huge  impor- 
tation of  pianos  frc»n  Germany.  If  I 
found  that  the  products  of  the  cheap  labour 
of  other  countries  were  being  imported  so 
largely  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  the 
local  manufacturer  to  pay  reascmable  wages 
and  that  the  industry  was  languishing,  I 
should  consider  that  a  fair  case  had 
been  made  out  for  additional  protection. 
But  when  I  find  that  the  local  manufac- 
turer is  doing  exceedingly  well,  and  is  pay- 
ing higher  wages  than  are  provided  for 
in  the  award  of  the  Arbitration  Court  

Mr.  Watson. — The  honorable  member 
appears  to  think  that  that  should  be  suffi- 
cient to  condemn  him  at  tmce  in  the  eyes 
of  a  labour  man. 

Mr.  T.  H.  CATTS.— At  all  events,  it 
shows  that  this  industry  is  flourishing.  In 
a  catalogue  which  has  been  handed  to  me, 
and  which  was  circulated  by  this  manu- 
facturer, I  find  the  statement  made — 

"We  are  preparing  to  add  two  more  storeys 
to  thii  huge  DuildiDg.  .  .  .  We  are  now 
building  much  larger  premises  in  another  part 
of  the  factory." 

Mr.  Watson. — That  was  published  since 
the  present  Tariff  was  imposed. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  do  not  think  that 
the  manufacturer  would^raakeliiR  definite 
statement  that  Bfj^'ifft^hMP/^^f&e  these 
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huge  additions  to  his  factory  before  the 
Tariff  was  settled.  He  would  not  make 
such  improvements  on  spec. 

Mr.  Watson. — He  might  depend  upon 
a  conscientious  vote  from  honorable  mem- 
bers returned  as  protectionists. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— If  the  honorable 
gentleman  refers  to  me,  I  am  here  to  do 
what  I  believe  to  be  right.  When  I  go 
before  my  constituents,  it  will  be  I,  and 
not  the  honorable  member  for  South  S)d- 
ney,  who  will  have  to  answer  for  mv  ac- 
tions. I  hope  that  every  vote  that  I  have 
recorded  on  the  Tariff  will  give  my  ccaisti- 
turats  as  mudi  satisfaction  as  the  one  which 
I  intend  to  record  on  pianos.  I  do  not  take 
the  same  view  of  the  manufacture  of 
pianos  and  other  musical  instnunents  as  I 
do  of  the  manufacture  of  boots.  There  is 
an  artist's  art  put  into  the  production  of 
the  tone  of  a  piano.  Honorable  members 
would  not  contend  that  our  people  should 
not  have  the  advantage  of  the  musical  com- 
positions of  great  ccmiposers  like  Men- 
delssohn and  Haydn. 

Mr.  Tudor. — Could  they  not  be  played 
on  an  Australian  piano? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Our  rising  musical 
artists  are  sent  to  Germany  and  other  coun- 
tries abroad,  to  complete  th^r  musical 
studies,  because  it  is  admitted  that  in  the 
older  countries  of  the  world  the  musical 
art  has  been  brought  to  a  higher  state  of 
perfecti(»i  than  in  Australia.  It  is  because 
I  believe  that  there  is  an  artist's  art  in  the 
production  of  pianos  that  I  say  that  if  our 
people  desire  to  have  a  piano  with  a  tone 
which  COTies  from  Germany,  we  should 
not  prohibit  them  from  having  it. 

Mr.  Bamford. — The  honorable  member 
should  vote  for  pianos  being  admitted 
free. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— That  does  not  fol- 
low. I  am  prepared  to  give  sufficient 
protection  to  enable  the  local  manufacturer 
to  pay  decent  wages  to  his  employes,  and 
derive  a  fair  profit  from  the  industry,  but 
when  I  have  done  that,  I  say  that,  seeing  that 
the  production  of  the  tone  of  a  piano  is 
the  work  of  an  artist,  T  have  no  right,  by 
my  vote,  to  prevent  the  people  of  Austra- 
lia from  being  able  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  best  that  artists  can  produce  in  the 
musical  instrument  line.  The  question  has 
been  debated  at  sufficient  length,  and  I 
suppose  all  the  evidence  that  could  be  sub- 
mitted on  behalf  of  the  importers,  as  well 
as  of  the  local  manufacturer,  has  been 
1     placed  before  the  Conmittee.    I  haw  read 


all  that  has  teen  -published  in  connezioa 
with  these  duties,  and  have  listened  to 
ever^  argument  that  has  been  submitled. 
I  thmk  I  have  given  more  attention  to  tiiis 
item  than  to  any  other  in  the  Tariff.  I 
have  looked  in  every  comer  for  infonna- 
tion,  because  I  desired  to  give  a  conscien- 
tious vote  upon  this  item.  I  believe  that 
an  increase  of  5  per  cent,  in  the  duty  under 
the  General  Tariff  will  make  up  to  the  local 
manufacturer  for  some  slight  increases  in 
the  duties  imposed  in  ccHinexiwi  with  other 
items  affecting  his  industry,  will  also  be 
to  some  extent  a  bar  against  the  importa- 
tion of  German  pianob ;  wilt  make  the  duty 
sufficiently  high  to  enable  the  local  manu- 
facturer to  continue  his  operations  pro- 
fitably, and  at  the  same  time  give  his  em- 
ployes the  benefit  of  fair  labour  condi- 
tions. 

Question— That  after  the  words  "  40  per 
cent,"  paragraph  a,  the  words  "and  on 
and  after  12th  December,  1907,  ad.  val. 
(General  Tariff)  25  per  cent.,**  be  insetted 
(Mr.  JOHNSoN^s  amendment) — put  Thie 
Committee  divided. 


Ayes 

Noes 


28 
39 


Majority  ... 


Ayes. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Brown,  Thomas 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  R. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
(Mvnn,  P.  McM. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Irvine,  W.  H. 

iohnson.  W.  E. 
:nox.  W 
Liddell.  F. 


Livingston,  }. 
Mahon,  H. 
McWilliams,  W.  I. 
P^ge,  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poyabm,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Thomson.  Dugald 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Wynne,  A.  ■ 

Tellers. 
Bowden.  E.  K. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 


Noes. 


Bamford,  F.  W. 
lialchelor,  E.  L. 
("arr,  E.  S. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Oeakin,  A. 
K'wing,  T.  T. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Orooni,  L.  £, 
Hughes.  W.  M 
Hutchiso.i,  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  Willitm 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 


Dig  ti 


Mathews,  J, 
Mauger,  S. 
VIcDougall,  J.  K. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Storrer,  D. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkini,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster.  W. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Wise,  O.  H. 
Tellers: 

Tnomson,  JouO 
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Pass. 


Catta,  J.  H. 
FoTiest,  Sir  John 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Reid,  G.  II. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Fairbairn,  G. 


Thomas,  J. 
Quick,  Sir  }fAai 
Harper,  R. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
O'Mallev.  King 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Fisher,  A. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Amendment  negatived.  ■ 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Wilks)  agreed  to— 

That  after  the  words  "40  per  cent.,"  para- 
giftpb  A,  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  12th  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  30  per 
cent.,"  be  inserted. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [6.30].— I  propose 
now  to  move — that  the  duty  mi  imports 
from  the  United  Kingdwn  should  be  25 
per  cent. 

Mr,  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [6.30].— I 
have  a  prior  amendment  to  move.  I  think 
that  there  should  be  a  10  ,per  cent,  pre- 
ference given  to  imports  frcmi  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  I  therefore  move — 

That  after  the  words  "30  per  cent.,"  para- 
graph A,  the  words  "and  on  and  after  latb  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  val.  (United  Kingdom),  20  per 
cent.,"  be  inserted. 

Mr.  Deakxn. — We  offered  hcmorable 
members  to  agree  to  duties  of  35  per  oeat. 
and  25  per  cent.,  and  they  would  not  acr* 
oept  that  preference. 


Bamford,  F.  W. 

Batchclor,  E.  L. 
Carr,  £.  S. 
Chanter,  J.  M, 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing.  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  Willia 


NOES. 

M  auger,  S. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Storrcr,  D. 
lliomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers : 
Cook,  Hume 
Mathews,  J. 


Pairs. 

Forrest,  Sir  John  Quick,  Sir  John 

Fysh,  Sir  Philip  Harper,  R. 

Reid,  G.   H.  Hall,  D.  R. 

Kelly,  W.  H.  KingsttMi,  C.  C. 

Smith,  Hruce  O'Malley,  King 

Fowler.  J.  M.  Spence,  W.  G. 

Brown,  Thomas  Thomas,  J. 

Fairbairn,  G.  Maloner.  W.  R.  N. 

Question  so  resolved  in  tlw  negative. 

.\mendment  negatived. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Wilks)  agreed  to— 

That  after  the  words  "30  per  cent.,"  para- 
graph A,  the  words  "  .ind  on  and  after  lath  De- 
cember, 190^,  ad  val.  (United  Kingdom),  35  per 
cent.,"  be  inserted. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  suppose  it  is  not 
necessary  to  delete  the  fixed  duties. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  Committee 
must  understand  that  it  is  not  for  me  to 
decide  what  duties  can  be  collected  under 
the  paragraph  as  amended.  That  is 
a  question  for  the  Departmoit.  I  have 
put  the  amendments  in  the  form  in  which 
they  have  been  submitted. 


Question  put.  The  Committee  divided.       Sitting  suspended  from  6.38  to  S  f.m. 


Ayes 
Noes 


28 
29 


Majority 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Bowden,  £.  K. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  R. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Csox,  W. 
Liddell,  F. 


Ayes. 


Livingston,  J. 
Mahon,  H. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Page,  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Thomson,  Dui^ald 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers  : 
Fuller.  G.  W. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.0]. — I  should  like  to  know  how 
paragraph  a  now  stands  as  regards  the 
fixed  duties,  and  if  there  is  any  chance  of 
th«r  being  operative  for  purposes  of  col- 
lection ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— It  is  not  for  me  to 
interpret  them.  I  might  give  an  opinion, 
but  that  would  not  make  it  right  or  wrong. 
The  item,  so  far  as  we  have  dealt  with  it, 
reads — 

Pianos,  viz.  : — 

(a)  Grand  and  Semi-grand  (General  Tariff'!, 
each  £16  los..  or  ad  val.  40  per  cent., 
whichever  rate  returns  the  higher 
duly;  iitid,  on  and  after  12th  Decem- 
ber, 1Q07,  ad  val.,  30  per  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  each  ^15,  or  ad 
val.  30  per  cent.,  whidiever  rate  re- 
turns  the  hieherf^^yj^liA.  on  and 
after  f^eH'^DfetftiWyg-l^d  val.  25 
per  cent. 
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Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [8.1].— There  U. 
no  doubt  that  the  paragraph  as  amended 
is  a  little  ambiguous.  TfaiU  occurred  to 
me  at  the  time  when  the  question  was  jMit ; 
but  if  the  suggesticm  I  made  last  night 
had  been  followed,  grammatically,  there 
could  have  been  no  mistake.  That  was  to 
put  in  after  the  word  "  duty  "  the  words 
'*  up  to  to-day,"  and  then  add  "  and  on 
and- after,"  &c.,  the  rates  agreed  upon. 
No  doubt  the  paragraph  is  ambiguous 
as  it  stands,  as  it  is  not  clear  whether  the 
new  ad  valorem  duties  refer  c»ily  to  the 
previously  proposed  40  per  cent,  and  30 
l)er  cent.,  or  to  both  the  fixed  duties  and 
those  ad  valorem  rates.  We  can  clear  the 
matter  up  in  the  Tariff  Bill,  which  will  be 
introduced  in  a  few  days.  That  Bill  will 
have  to  be  passed  by  this  House  before 
the  Tariff  can  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  be- 
cause we  cannot  send  resolutions  up,  but 
must  send  a  Bill.  The  ambiguity  could 
be  easily  explained  now  by  a  footnote,  and, 
of  course,  in  the  meantime  the  Treasurer 
would  act  on  the  sense  of  the  Conunittee, 
which  is  to  collect  only  the  ad  valorem 
duties. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— On  former  occa- 
sions, where  a  composite  duty  was  pro- 
posed, and  the  Committee  made  an  amend- 
ment, the  course  adopted  was  to  add 
to  the  item  words  which  in  this  case 
would  read  as  follows : — "  and  on  and 
after  12th  December,  1907.  a,  grand  and 
semi-grand,  ad  valorem  (General  Tariff), 
30  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  25  per 
cent." 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare)  [8.5]. 
-^I  think  the  Treasurer  is  convinced  that 
the  sense  of  the  Committee  is  against  the 
specific  duties. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^There  is  no  doubt 
about  that.    I  promised  to  strike  them  out. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— The  onlv 
question  now  is,  whether  the  language 
vsed  in  the  amendment  proposed  bv  the 
honorable  member  for  Dalley  achieves 
that  object.  Before  we  leave  the  paragraph, 
the  Minister  should  make  it  clear  that  the 
specific  duties  only  operate  up  till  to-dav. 
and  that  after  to-dav  the  ad  valorem  rates 
agreed  upon  by  the  Committee  prevail.  The 
matter  should  not  be  left  in  uncertaintv,  to 
be  cleared  up  later  on  in  a  Bill. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer\  [8.6]. — I  directed  attention  to  the 
wording  of  the  item  as  amended,  because  I 
had  some  doubt  as  to  its  effert.  T  was 
■^ing  to  move  to  strike  out  the  fixed  duties. 

t  the  Committee  carried  the  amendment 


in  the  form  submitted  by  the  hooonUe 
member  for  Dalley.  In  order  to  make  the 
matter  absolutely  clear,  the  Cbainnan 
might  indicate  in  some  way,  bv  a  footnote 
or  asterisk,  what  the  Committee  meant,  or 
allow  the  Committee  to  go  back  in  otder 
to  strike  out  the  fixed  rates.  Whichever 
course  the  Chairman  thinks  advisable,  I 
shall  be  glad  to  adopt. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  understand  that 
the  Committee  was  desirous  of  amending 
the  paragraph  'in  the  form  previously 
adopted  in  similar  cases;  but,  that,  owing 
to  Uie  amendment  having  be^  put  in  tbe 
way  in  whidi  it  now  stands,  there  is  some 
doubt  as  to  its  effect.  If  it  is  the  pleasure 
of  the  Committee  that  I  should  make  the 
necessary  aiteraticxi  to  give  effect  to  the 
will  of  the  Conunittee,  I  will  see  that  that 
is  done. 

Honorable  Members. — Hear,  hear. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.8]. — I  desire  to  strike  out  the 
fixed  duties  in  paragrajA  B.  Perhaps  the 
amendment  can  be  put  in  the  way  sug- 
gested by  the  Chairman.  I  also  wish  to 
propose  duties  of  30  per  cent  and  25  per 
cent-    I  move — 

That  after  the  word  "  duty,"  paragraph 
the  words  "and  on  and  after  latb  December, 
1907,  B.,  Upright,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  30 
per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  2$  per  cent.,"  be 

inserted. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [8.9].— I  am  sorry 
that  the  Treasurer  could  not  see  his  way 
to  propose  a  loweif  scale  of  duties  for  this 
class  of  piana  It  is  not  the  expensive 
class  that  we  have  just  dealt  with.  That 
is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  the  Govern- 
ment originally  proposed  the  much  lower 
specific  duty  of  los.,  as  against  a 
specific  duty  of  £16  los.  on  grands  and 
semi-grands. 

Mr.  Storrer. — The  same  ad  valorem 
rates  were  proposed. 

Mr.  GLYNN. — But  the  specific  duties 
would  have  been  the  operative  ones,  be- 
cause the  Customs  Act  obliges  the  Minister 
as  far  as  possible  to  levy  the  higher  duty. 

Nfr.  Storrer. — Why  have  another  de- 
bate about  it? 

Mr.  GLYNN. — I  rose  merely  to  suggest 
that,  inasmuch  as  these  are  the  pianos  that 
will  be  bought  by  pet^e  of  moderate 
incomes,  and  as  we  were  only  beaten  by 
one  vote  in  our  effort  to  obtain  duties  oif 
25  per  cent,  and  20  per  cent,  on  the  last 
paragraph,  it  would  be  ou^VfiRFitMs  and 
agreeable  to  the  l^lM  WV^Srhicii 
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we  are  just  entering  if  the  Treasurer  would 
agree  to  those  rates  in  this  paragraph. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.10]. — I  am  terminating  the  speci- 
fic duties  in  this  paragraph,  and  the  ad 
valorem  rates  will  have  the  same  effect 
upon  the  one  class  of  piano  as  upon  the 
other,  because  the  duties  will  be  levied  ac- 
cording to  value.  I  hope,  therefore,  that 
the  honorable  member  w-U  not  press  his 
request,  because  it  would  be  very  invidious 
to  make  a  distinction,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  if  I  were  to  reduce  the  ad  valorem 
rates  upon  these  very  cheap  pianos  it  would 
make  them  still  more  liable  to  be  imported. 
I  am  proposing  the  same  proportion  as  was 
agreed  to  in  the  last  paragraph.  I  take 
it  that  the  decision  of  the  Committee  on 
paragraph  a  was  meant  to  apply  to  the 
whole  of  this  item,  and  therefore  I  am 
moving  the  duties  down  to  that  level. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [8.11].— Be- 
fore the  Treasurer  goes  further,  he  ought 
to  inform  the  Committee  what  he  proposes 
to  do  regarding  the  outside  cases  of  pianos. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — ^I  could  not  deal 
with  that  matter  now. 

Mr.  MAHON.— The  Treasurer  could 
give  some  indication  now  of  what  he  in- 
tends to  propose,  because  according  to  my 
information  the  duty  upon  the  outside  cases 
means  an  addition  of  practically  5  per  cent, 
to  the  duties  upon  pianos. 

Mr.  Watkins. — It  is  the  same  in  this 
case  as  in  that  of  every  other  article. 

Mr.  MAHON. — Not  to  the  same  extent, 
but  whether  it  is  worse  or  better  I  shall 
ask  the  Minister  to  express  his  intention 
now.  I  shall  not  be  bullied  or  put  off  by 
any  body  here.  A  good  deal  of  claptrap  is 
bemg  talked  about  people  who  vote  against 
these  duties  wishing  to  strike  at  Austra- 
lian industries.  I  have  as  much  regard  for 
Australian  industries  as  have  those  who 
talk  in  that  way — perhaps  a  little  more. 
There  is  a  good  deal  of  lip  service  in  this 
chamber,  as  in  other  places.  I  do  not 
think  that  it  is  the  people  who  parade 
their  loyalty  at  all  times  that  are  the  most 
loyal.  In  the  same  way,  those  who  talk 
loudest  about  safeguatYiing  and  standing 
up  for  Australian  industries  are  perhaps 
not  the  people  who  on  all  occasions  do 
the  most  for  those  industries.  I  am 
going  to  stand  here  until  the  Treasurer  is 
prepared  to  announce  what  he  intends  io 
do  about  the  duty  on  the  outside  If 
he  thinks  he  is  going  to  get  this  item 
through  without  our  having  some  under- 
standing about  that  matter,  he  is  making  a 


mistake.  If  the  cases  are  to  be  taxed,  it 
will  mean  that  instead  of  agreeing  to  a  duty 
of  30  per  cent,  we  shall  really  be  sanction- 
ing a  duty  of  35  per  cent.  I  wish  to  be 
courteous  to  the  Treasurer,  as  I  have  been 
throughout  the  Tariff,  but  I  think  that  I 
am  making  a  fair  and  reasonable  request. 
He  ought  to  tell  us  his  intention  now,  be- 
cause if  the  duty  on  the  cases  is  not  re- 
moved, it  will  mean  a  considerable  addi- 
tion to  the  cost  price  of  importations.  In 
order  that  the  Treasurer  may  have  an  op- 
portunity of  making  an  announcement,  I 
will  resume  my  seat. 

.  Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [8.14].— 
The  question  of  outside  packages  is  dealt 
with  in  item  444,  by  which  outside  pack- 
ages on  fixed  duty  goods  are  free,  whilst 
those  on  ad  valorem  goods  are  dutiable. 
The  general  rule  in  the  case  of  ad  valorem 
goods  is  that  the  basis  of  valuation  shall  be 
the  whole  of  the  oxisignment,  that  is,  the 
contents  as  well  as  the  package.  But  I 
suggest  to  the  honorable  member  that  the 
most  convenient  course  would  be  to  deal 
with  this  matter  when  we  are  on  the  item  of 
packages  generally,  and  when  their  treat- 
ment may  be  made  uniform. 

Mr.  Mahon. — ^The  Cbmmittee  might  be 
influenced  in  regard  to  this  item  by  the 
way  in  whidi  packages  are  dealt  with. 

Sir  JpHN  QUICK— I  apprehend  tiiat 
the  Minister  will  stand  by  the  arrangemoit 
that  outside  packages  in  the  case  of  ad 
valorem  goods  shall  remain  dutiable. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE  (Grampians) 
[8.16]. — I  think  the  Treasurer  might  answer 
the  question  which  has  been  put  to  him  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Coolgardie.  We 
had  a  discussion  on  the  question  of  outside 
packages  when  bottles  and  other  glassware 
were  being  considered,  and  a  statenoHit 
from  the  Treasurer  now  would  expedite 
business. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer [8.17]. — It  is  scarcely  fair  to  ask  me 
to  answer  a  question  of  this  kind  before  we 
reach  item  444.  Hitherto  the  practice  has 
been  to  admit  free  the  outside  packages  of 
goods  subject  to  fixed  duties,  but  to  charge 
on  packages  containing  ad  valorem  goods ; 
and  there  seems  to  be  a  good  deal  of 
reason  for  adopting  that  method.  If  I 
were  asked  the  question  at  the  [Hesent 
moment,  I  should  be  inclined  to  stand  by 
the  proposal  as  it  is;  and,  in  any  case, 
the  ad  valorem  duty  on  the  outside  pack- 
age of  a  piano  will  not  be  a  heavy  charge. 
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Mr.  Mahon. — It  means  an  additional  5 
per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— My  feeUn^  is 
to  deal  with  this  matter  as  proposed  in  item 
444.  A  specific  duty  is  sufficient  to  cover 
the  whole,  but  that  is  not  so  in  the  case  of 
an  ad  valorem  duty. 

Mr.  Mahon. — It  will  mean  a  35  per  cent, 
duty  instead  of  a  30  per  cent,  dutv  on 
piancs. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  think 
so,  but  I  shall  make  inquiries '  before  we 
reach  item  444 ;  and,  if  sufficioit  reason  be 
shown,  I  may  be  induced  to  make  an  al- 
teration. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[8.19]. — I  think  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Coolgardie  very  opportunely  raises 
the  question  before  this  item  is  disposed 
of.  "  As  already  pointed  out,  if  the  out- 
side packages  are  taxed,  it  will  mean  an 
increase  in  the  duty  by  5  per  cent. ;  and, 
mcxeover,  to  tax  packages  in  the  case  of 
pianos  will  be  a  new  departure. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  taxation  has  applied 
all  through  this  Tariff. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  speaking 
of  the  old  TariflF  wherein  packages  in  which 
goods  are  <H-dinarily  imported  were,  when 
containing  such  goods,  free.  There  was 
a  special  eimnption  inserted  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  there  ought  to  be  a  similar  ex- 
emption in  the  present  Tariff,  because  it 
seems  the  height  of  absurdity  to  impose  a 
duty  on  packages. 

Mr.  Watson. — Why  differentiate  be- 
tween pianos  and  other  goods? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Because  there 
was  a  differentiation  in  the  old  Tariff. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  do  not  think  that  that 
exemption  applied  to  pianos  only. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  do  not  object 
to  the  exemption  being  applied  to  other 
goods;  on  the  other  hand,  I  think  it  ought 
to  be  applied.  I  understood  that,  when 
we  obliterated  this  duty  in  reference  to  the 
cubic  contents  of  packages  OMitaining  glass- 
ware and  so  forth,  it  was  intended  to  free 
all  outside  packages. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  do  not  think  so. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— We  did  not  ex- 
pect, when  the  Minister  proposed  

Mr.  Chanter.~Is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber in  order  in  discussing  item  444  now? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  is  quite  in  order  in 
referring  to  that  item  in  relation  to  the 
question  before  us. 


Mr.  Chanter. — Referring  1  It  is  a  de- 
bate! 

Mr.  Watson. — I  wish  to  know  wbether 
the  honorable  membo'  for  Parramatta  vi 
justified  in  more  than  incidentally  referring 
to  item  444? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  understand  that 
the  honorable  member  is  not  entering  into 
a  discussion  of  item  444,  but  tmly  referring 
to  it  as  related  to  the  covering  packages  ot 
pianos. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  put  myself  in 
order  by  moving— 

That  tb(  amendment  be  amended  by  inseiting 
after  the  word  "Upright"  the  words  "except 
outside  packages  in  which  pianos  are  oidioarily 
imported,  when  containing  such  goods." 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [8.22]. 
— I  should  like  to  point  out  the  difficulty 
there  is  in  the  amendment  which  has  been 
moved.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  only 
logical  and  consistent  way  to  deal  with  this 
qiiestion  is  under  item  444.  One  of  the 
difficulties  of  dealing  with  it  now  is  that, 
if  the  proposed  amendment  be  carried,  it 
will  necessarily  mean  that  in  the  case  of 
paragraph  a,  which  we  have  already 
passed,  the  outside  packages  must  be  taxed. 
That  will  not  only  have  the  effect  of 
singling  out  paragraph  b  for  special  treat- 
ment, but  will  practically  mean  that  two 
different  rates  must  be  charged  right 
throughout  the  Tariff.  We  shall  expedite 
business  by  allowing  the  whole  discussicHi 
to  take  place  on  item  444  J  and  the  fact 
that  the  CcHnmittee  has  strongly  indicated 
the  opinion  that  packages  should  be  free, 
whether  the  goods  be  subject  to  ad  valorem 
or  fixed  duties,  will  be  a  strong  argtmwnt 
against  the  imposition  of  such  duties. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[8.24]. — T  am  quite  aware  of  the  anomaly 
that  may  be  created ;  but  my  idea  is,  if  the 
amendment  be  carried,  to  regard  it  as  a  test 
vote,  instructing  the  Government  to  make 
a  similar  amendment  in  regard  to  other 
items. 

Mr.  Chant£r. — A  double  debate  ! 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— The  debate  can 
he  stopped  in  two  minutes  if  the  Minister 
^vilI  make  a  statement  as  to  what  his  inten* 

lion  is. 

Mr.  Saluon. — The  Minister  has  made 
a  statement. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Minister 
has  said  that  he  does  not  know  what  he  is 
going  to  da 

^*r-  SA?;«0N.-l?^,|>f^(g^(tjw4^e  will 
stand  bv  item  444.  o 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.  —  Honorable 
members  will  be  prepared,  I  take  it,  to 
A-ote  on  these  pianos  the  same  duties  that 
they  voeed  on  the  other  kind  of  pianos,  if 
it  IS  understood  that  ^kages  are  free; 
otherwise  some  of  us  will  make  an  endea- 
vour to  reduce  the  duty  by  so  much. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^Then,  as  the  h<m- 
■orable  member  for  Flinders  has  pointed 
oiii,  the  duty  on  the  two  classes  of  pianos 
^vill  be  unequal. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  inequality 
tnay  easily  be  corrected  afterwards. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  will  not  recommit 
for  that  sort  of  thing  I 

Mr.  TOSEPH  COOK.— If  outside  pack- 
a(^es  are  to  be  made  dutiable,  it  will  mean 
that  the  duties  on  pianos  will  not  be  30 
per  cent,  and  25  per  cent.,  but  35  per  cent, 
and  30  per  cent. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not  think  that 
the  duties  will  be  anything  Uke  that. 

Mr.  TOSEPH  COOK.— Can  the  Trea- 
surer tell  me  what  is  the  cost  of  an  out- 
side package  for  a  piano? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — am  going  to  find 
that  out  bef<»%  we  reach  item  444. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  think  it  is 
£2  los.  or  £3. 

Mr.  Storrer. — It  is  25s. ;  I  have  paid 
for  them  often, 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Other  people 
have  oaid  for  them,  and  then-  say  the  cost 
is  ^2  ros. 

Mr.  Storrer. — That  is  the  cost  when 
they  wish  to  "  get  over  "  the  Customs. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  is  barking  up  the  wrong  tree,  be- 
cause, since  packages  were  free,  there  could 
be  no  motive  in  placing  a  false  value  on 
them. 

^^r.  Storrer. ^ — The  more  dutv  there  was 
to  pav  on  the  case,  the  less  dutv  there  was 
to  pav  on  the  piano. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Not  at  all; 
they  are  both  taxed.  However,  I  am  now 
simplv  asking  the  Minister  to  indicate  what 
his  attitude  is. 

Sic  WiLUAM  LvNE. — I  do  not  think  I  am 
called  upon  to  do  so  now.  I  have  told  the 
honorable  member  that  I  shall  make  fur- 
ther inquiries,  and  be  prepared  to  say  what 
the  Government  will  do  when  we  reach 
item  444. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— But  it  will  be 
too  late  then,  after  these  duties  have  been 
voted. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — ^Whatever  we  do  oa 
item  444,  will  apply  generally. 


Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— But  if  a  duty 
be  placed  on  the  packages,  it  will  increase 
the  duties  which  have  already  been  voted 
on  pianos. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^And  so  it  will  be 
with  everything  else. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— But  I  take  it 
that  when  we  vote  a  duty  of  30  per  cent, 
we  do  not  desire  to  see  a  dutv  of  35 

cent,  collected.  I  have  just  been  informed 
that  the  cost  of  packages  for  pianos  varies 
from  27s.  to  50s.,  plus  10  per  cent.;  and 
I  think  we  ought  to  kno^v  definitely  what 
duties  we  are  voting. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Svdney)  [8.28].— 
When  there  is  an  ad  valorem  duty,  I  do 
not  see  how  honorable  members  can  obiect 
to  including  the  cost  of  the  package.  The 
theory  underlying  ad  valorem  duties,  T 
understand,  is  that  the  value  of  the  goods 
landed  on  the  wharf  in  Australia  must  be 
the  basis  of  calculation.  The  value  of 
goods  in  Timbuctoo  or  elsewhere,  before 
they  are  cased  and  got  ready  for  export, 
is  not  the  value  when  they  arrive  in  Aus- 
tralia. Although  the  principle  is  that  the 
value  of  the  eroods  landed  in  Australia  is 
the  value  for  the  purposes  of  the  dutv-, 
the  Department,  for  convenience  sake,  ac- 
cepts foreign  invoices,  and  imposes  an  all- 
round  charge  for  freight  and  so  forth. 
That  plan  in  some  cases  works  harshly, 
though  in  other  cases  the  importers  are  let 
off  too  lightly.  When  people  talk  of  a 
duty  of  35  per  cent,  or  20  per  cent,  they 
invariably  have  in  their  mind  the  value 
of  the  goods  when  they  oxne  into  Aus- 
tralia ;  and,  as  the  goods  cannot  be 
brought  here  without  packages,  it  stands  to 
reason  that  the  value  of  the  packages  must 
l>e  included  for  the  purposes  of  the  Tariff. 
Only  the  other  day  I  was  talking  to  a 
merchant  in  Sydney  in  regard  to  the  system 
of  admitting  packages  <xmtaining  goods 
free.  He  said  that  while  he  was  disin- 
clined to  pay  a  duty  upon  packages,  the 
system  of  levying  duty  upOT  them  was  dis- 
tinctly in  favour  of  honest  trade.  He  said 
that  there  was  a  disposition  on  the  part 
of  small  manufacturers  in  other  pwtions 
of  the  world  to  inflate  the  charge  for  cases, 
and  to  reduce  the  cost  of  the  goods  which 
they  ccwitained.  I  do  not  say  that  a  large 
proportiOT  of  outside  manufacturers  do  that, 
but  this  merchant  assured  me  that  some  of 
them  do  it.  He  expressed  the  opinicm  that 
from  the  stand-point  of  fair  Jradei  Jt  was 
befter  to  charge  f 'Stet^  'iJ^*^ffidSliMcages. 
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But  I  do  not  see  why  we  should  differen- 
tiate between  the  packages  in  which  pianos 
are  encased  and  other  packages.  We  have 
already  decided  that  a.  specific  duty  shall 
be  levied  upon  bottles  which  are  imported 
full  of  spirit.  The  reason  why  an  ad 
valorem  duty  was  not  applied  to  packages 
under  the  old  Tariff  was  that  their  con- 
tents bore  a  specific  duty.  In  regard  to 
bottles,  a  difficulty  was  experienced,  be- 
cause nearly  all  of  them  are  imported  fuU 
of  spirit.  But,  in  respect  of  any  item 
which  bears  an  ad  valorem  rate,  no  dif- 
ficulty need  be  experienced.  The  interjec- 
tion of  the  honorable  member  for  Bass, 
■ — who  as  an  importer  has  a  good  know- 
ledge of  business — to  the  effect  that  if  we 
allow  any  padtages  to  be  admitted  free,  we 
shall  open  the  door  to  the  possibility  of  the 
Cusbxns  authorities  being  deceived,  and  of 
the  fair  trader  beigg  subjected  to  unfair 
competition,  has  considerable  weight  with 
me. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  should  like  to 
know  how  that  result  could  be  brou;;ht 
about? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  thought  that  I  had 
already  explained.  It  is  merely  a  ques- 
tion of  the  manufacturer  placing  a  fictitious 
value  on  the  cases  because  they  would  be 
exempt  from  duty,  and  of  undervaluing 
the  goods  in  them,  whidi  would  be  subject 
to  duty. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — Who  could  do 
that? 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  is  the  easiest  thing 
in  the  world.  Let  us  suppose  that  a  manu- 
facturer in  another  part  of  the  world 
charged  J^ioo  for  a  certain  line  of  goods, 
and  that  the  cost  of  encasing  them  amounted 
to  By  representing  the  cost  of  the 

ca^ng  at  ^^20,  the  importer  would  be  re 
quired  to  pay  duty  upon  only  j£Zo  worth 
of  goods. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  the  honorable 
member  suggests  could  not  be  done  in  re- 
spect of  piano  cases. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  venture  to  say  that 
it  could. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  could  if  the  Cus- 
toms (^ials  were  numbskulls. 

Mr.  Tilley  Brown. — The  idea  is  an  ab- 
surd one. 

Mr.  WATSOX.— I  prefer  to  accept  the 
statement  of  men  of  experience  in  the  im- 
porting, line,  who  say  that  to  their  know- 
ledge it  has  been  done,  to  that  of  the  hon- 
orable member.  The  difficulty  in  regard 
to  piano  cases  is  that  persons  in  other  parts 


of  the  world  place  a  certain  value  upon 
them,  and  we  have  no  means  of  checking 
it.  We  practically  have  to  accept  their 
statement  in  the  invoice.  If  honorable 
members  care  to  run  that  risk,  and  to  sub- . 
ject  the  honest  trader  to  a  disadvantage, 
they  are  entitled  to  do  so.  But,  in  my 
opinion,  it  is  wise  to  charge  duty  upon  the 
cases  as  well  as  upon  the  pianos.,  even  if, 
by  so  doing,  we  have  to  accept  a  lower 
duty  upon  the  instruments  themselves  than 
we  should  otherwise  have  to  accept.  Per- 
sonally, I  should  prefer  to  accept  a  lower 
duty  upon  goods  by  about  2J  per  cent., 
than  to  exempt  packages  in  respect  of  anv 
form  of  merchandise.  The  total  sum  of 
money  paid  to  the  manufacturer  should  be 
the  basis  of  the  duty  charged. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [8.35].— 
I  should  like  to  add  to  the  testimony  which 
has  been  given  by  the  honorable  member 
for  South  Svdney,  the  evidence  of  a  Cus- 
toms c^cer  before  the  Tariff  Commission. 
I  sincerely  hope  that  the  Government  will 
strenuously  resist  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta,  and  ^at 
it  will  wipe  out  the  «Dempti(xi  in  respect 
of  outside  packages  in  the  case  of  all  ad 
valorem  goods.  That  exemption  has,  un- 
doubtedly, been  used  by  unscrupulous  per- 
sons for  the  purpose  of  defrauding  the  re- 
venue. I  do  not  suggest  that  particular 
importers  have  been  guilty  of  cheating  the 
revenue  by  inflating  the  values  of  cases, 
but  I  am  satisfied  that  some  of  them  ha\'e 
done  so. 

Mr.  Tilley  Brown. — Because  some 
of  them  have  done  so,  tiie  honorable  mem- 
ber would  punish  the  lot? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Section  154  of  the 
Customs  Act  provides — 

When  any   duty    is   imposed    according  to 

value  : — 

[n]  The  value  shall  he  taken  to  be  the  fair 
market  value  of  the  goods  in  the  principal  mar- 
kets of  the  country  whence  the  same  were  ex- 
ported, in  the  usual  and  ordinary  commercial 
acceptation  uf  the  term,  and  free  on  board  at 
the  port  of  exr<ort  in  such  country-,  and  a  fur* 
ther  addition  of  10  per  cent,  on  such  marketable 
value. 

The  Custcvns  (^ficer  to  whom  I  allude 

said — 

There  has  been  trouble  in  regard  to  tanks  and 
baskets  in  which  goods  are  enclosed,  which 
tanks  and  baskets  have  a  real  market  value  on 
importation ;  but  the  greatest  reason  for  draw- 
ing attention  to  this  exemption  is  that  a  dis- 
honest importer  will  value  his  cases  tmdul> 
high  in  order  to  reduce  «67tMUtmdihslv  thi 
goods  contained  th^^e^nM<li)»^^^a'y  \P 
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duty  than  the  honest  dealer.  This  is  a  com- 
mon practice,  especially  in  regard  to  American 
goods,  and  the  difficulty  is  that  there  is  no  pro- 
per way  of  checking  the  value  of  the  cases. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Who  is  the  witness  whom 
the  hcHiorable  pnember  is  quoting? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Mr.  Smart,  the 
Collector  of  CustOTis  in  Victoria,  and  Chief 
Surveyor  of  Customs— a  very  reliable 
officer,  who  was  appointed  to  give  evidence 
on  behalf  of  the  Customs  Department.  I 
confess  that  his  testimony  was  an  eye^ 
opener  to  me.  I  strongly  urge  the  Ccmi- 
naittee  not  to  make  the  exemption  proposed. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [8.40].— I 
would  point  out  that  the  statement  quoted 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Bendigo  in 
regard  to  the  admission  of  outside  packages 
is  merely  a  confession  of  inccmpstency  on 
the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  Customs 
Department. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  honcffable 
member  is  wrong  there. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — They  can 
value  the  goods  within  the  case,  but  cannot 
value  the  case  itself  ! 

Mr.  MAHON.— Are  we  to  believe  that 
the  Customs  officers  are  incapable  of  valu- 
ing piano  cases? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — But  piano  cases 
should  not  be  treated  differently  from  other 
cases. 

Mr.  MAHON.— Then  why  did  the  Trea- 
surer agree  to  admit  tanks  free? 

Sir  William  Lyne.— Tanks  do  not  come 
within  the  same  category. 

Mr.  MAHON.—Are  they  not  used  as 
the  outside  packages  for  Cadbury's  cocoa? 
The  two  cases  are  absolutely  parallel.  The 
honorable  member  for  South  Sydney  has 
quoted  the  evidence  of  an  anonymous  wit- 
ness in  regard  to  this  question.  But  when 
another  honorable  member  quotes  a  piece 
of  evidence,  he  usually  wants,  not  merely 
the  man's  name,  but  his  biography,  to  be 
supplied.  Yet  he  calmly  quotes  an  anony- 
mous individual,  who  has  evidently  cheated 
the  Customs  authorities  himself,  and  who, 
being  a  thief,  imagines  that  everybody  else 
is  a  thief. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^That  is  a  violent  way  of 
putting  the  matter. 

Mr.  MAHON. — It  is  not  more  violent 
thsn  the  honorable  member  himself  put  it 
when  he  applied  the  term  "  swindlers  "  to 
other  people.    The  idea  that  a  Customs 
officer  is  unable  to  asse.ss  the  value  of  a 
'        piano  case  is  positively  absitrd.    Could  he 
^        not  measure  the  timber  which  it  contains, 
and  could   not   any  carpenter   tell  him 
itt     how  long  it  would  take  to  put  the  case 
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together?  When  a  piarw  has  been  removed 
from  the  case  in  which  it  has  been  im- 
ported the  case  is  valueless  to  the  importer. 
Mr.  Storrer. — No. 

Mr.  MAHON. — It  is  valueless  to  every- 
body except  Beale,  who  buys  it  for  about 
7s.,  shaves  the  name  of  the  foreign  piano 
manufacturer  from  it,  and  puts  cm  his  own 
in  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^There  is  nothing 
wrong  in  doing  that. 

Mr.  MAHON.— The  importer,  who  has 
to  pay  up  to  £,2  los.  and  £i  each  for  these 
cases,  is  obliged  to  sell  them  for  5s.  or  6s. 
each  to  men  who  retail  them  to  Beale  for 
about  7s.  If  tanks  and  casks  containing 
dutiable  goods  are  to  be  admitted  free,  I 
see  no  justifiration  for  refusing  to  admit 
piano  cases  free.  Let  us  know  exactly 
what  we  are  doing.  I  say  that,  under  the 
gui.<!e  of  sunporting  a  duty  of  30  per  cent, 
we  are  really  being  asked  to  vote  ios  a  duty 
of  .^5  per  cent. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— No. 

Mr.  MAHON.  -The  Treasurer  is  en- 
titled to  his  opinion,  but  I  hope  that  he 
will  allow  me  In  express  mine,  with  which 
a  good  many  honorable  members  obviously 
at^ree,  I  have  no  wish  to  enter  into  con 
troversv  with  him.  If  he  desires  that  a 
duty  of  35  per  cent,  shall  be  imposed,  let 
him  say  so.  straight  out,  and  give  the  Cwn- 
mittee  an  opportunity  to  vote  ol!  the  pro- 
posal. He  has  no  right  to  proptBC  a  35 
per  cent,  duty  under  the  guise  of  a  30  ner 
cent.  dutv. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (Nortb  Syd- 
ney) [8.47].— I  think  that  this  is  a  matter 
which  .should  be  discussed  in  connexion  with 
item  444,  and  I  shall  not  detain  the  Com- 
mittee long  in  regard  to  it.  But  I  have  a 
few  remarks  to  make  in  reply  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bendigo.  ■  He,  reading 
from  evidence,  stated  that  there  is  difficulty 
in  determining  the  accuracy  of  valuations  of 
pianos  if  the  outside  cases  are  not  made 
dutiable,  that  the  valuations  of  the  cas2S 
will  be  increased  and  the  valuations  of  the 
ccntents  reduced.  Does  any  honorable 
member  consider  that  it  is  more  difficult 
for  the  Customs  authorities  to  value  a  piano 
cum  case  than  to  value  it  ex  case? 

Mr.  Webster. — It  is  stated  <xi  oath  that 
there  is  a  difficultv. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— We  have 
to  use  our  common-sense  in  these  matters. 
A  Customs  officer  who  says  that  there  is 
great  difficulty  in  estimating  the  value  of 
cases  says  what  is  absolutely  ridiculous. 
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Mr.  Mauger. — It  has  been  stated  that 
difficulty  arises  because  enhanced  values  are 
placed  on  the  cases. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Notliing 
is  so  simple  to  value  as  a  case,  because  of 
its  nature,  and  because  of  the  checks  ob- 
tainable from  the  entries  of  other  im- 
Ijorters. 

Sir  John  Quick.— It  is  difficult  to  ob- 
tnin  the  value  in  the  country  of  origin. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — We  have  had  the 
greatest  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  true 
value  of  a  great  many  things.  I  sent  to 
our  representative  in  America  to  obtain  a 
Ai;luation  there.  We  could  not  get  it 
through  the  Government.  They  would  not 
give  it  to  us. 

Mr.  Wilson. — The  Treasurer  is  now  re- 
ferring to  harvesters,  on  which  he  raised 
the  valuation  bv  50  per  cent. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Yes.  He 
cannot  persuade  me  that  there  is  any  great 
difficulty  in  checking  valuations  of  cases. 
The  Customs  ought  to,  and  do,  know  the 
approximate  value  by  measurement  in  al- 
most every  exporting  country  of  the  cases 
which  are  sent  here. 

Mr.  Webster. — They  say  that  they  do 
not. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If  the 
honorable  member  attempted  to  pass  an 
entry  at  m  under-valuation,  he' would  dis- 
cover that  they  do  know.  They  say  tliat 
they  can  determine  the  value  of  all  sorts  of 
rwnplicated  imports,  and  it  is  absurd  to 
assert  that  they  cannot  assess  the  value  of 
cases  much  more  easilv.  We  have  already 
decided  that  such  outside  packages  as  iron 
tanks  and  casks  shall  be  admitted  free,  and 
we  should  not  treat  wooden  piano  cases  dif- 
ferently. 

Mr.  Salmon. — It  was  argued  that  iron 
tanks  and  casks  are  needed  for  certain 
si>ecial  purposes. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— That  was 
not  the  whole  argument 

Mr.  Salmon.— It  was  the  potent  argu- 
ment. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.J-It  may 
have  been  with  the  honorable  member,  but 
manv  other  arguments  were  used  by  mvself 
and  others.  Iron  tanks  and  casks  are  the 
mo'it  expensive  outside  packages  that  are 
used,  and  they  having  been  made  free, 
cases  should  be  similarly  dealt  wiUi. 

>rr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[8.52"). — Item  444  does  not  deal  with  all 
( utside  packages,  but  only  with  outside 


packages  n.e.i.  We  have  already  dealt 
with  some  Knds  of  outside  packages. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Only  where 
they  were  specifically  named  m  the  Tariff. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  is  sa 
Piano  cases  are  the  simplest  of  outside 
cases.  I  cannot  OHiceive  of  anything 
more  simple. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — Nor  could  any  one 
else. 

Mr.  Salmon. — An  argument  the  honor- 
able member  might  employ  is  that  farmers 
use  Diano  cases  for  chaff  boxes. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— They  make  very 
good  chaff  boxes.  The  honw^le  member 
for  South  Svdney  w«it  into  a  specious  ar- 
gument to  show  that,  by  manipulatine  tihe 
valuation  of  cases,  importers  might  reduce 
the  duties  on  pianos.  He  assumed  that 
the  Customs  authorities  do  not  possess  the 
rudimentarv  knowledge  of  the  man  in  the 
street,  who  would  know  at  once  what  the 
value  of  a  piano  case  was. 

Mr.  Storrer. — ^When  I  said  that  piano 
cases  are  worth  25s.  each  the  honOTable 
member  replied  that  they  are  w<»lh  505. 
each. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK,— Piano  cases 
range  in  value  from  27s.  6d.  to  los.  each, 
so  that  there  is  no  margin  for  defrauding 
the  Customs  to  anv  extent.  The  Depart- 
ment makes  elaborate  provision  for  check- 
ing the  valuaticHis  of  imports  of  everv  de- 
scriotion.  and  yet  we  are  told  that  its 
officers  cannot  value  oiano  cases.  Could 
there  be  a  more  absurd  proposition  ?  Piano 
cases  were  free  under  the  old  Tnriff.  and 
we  should  make  them  free  under  this. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  the  hononblf* 
member  persists  in  his  proposal,  I  shall 
not  be  bound  to  move  a  reduction  in  the 
duties  on  parts. 

Mr.  TOSEPH  COOK.— The  Minister 
can  please  himself  in  that  matter.  I 
shall  not  be  threatened  bv  him.  It 
would  not  hurt  me  if  he  doubled  the  dutv 
on  parts.  Apparently,  from  a  spirit  of 
pique  and  revenge  he  would  increase  tlie 
taxation  of  the  people.  It  is  time  that  thev 
knew  this.  It  is  time  that  thev  knew  the 
motives  from  which  duties  are  imposed. 

Afr.  Wilson.- — The  Treasurer  dare  not 
go  back  upcm  his  promise  in  regard  to 
parts. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  shall  be  relieved 
from  my  promise  if  the^action  vhich  is 
threatened  is  take©itizedbyV^OOQlC 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  was  going  to 
withdraw  my  amendment,  but,  under  the 
circumstances,  1  shall  not. 

Mr.  GLYNX  (Angas)  [8.55].— In  my 
opinion,  this  matter  sliould  be  contested 
on  item  444.  I  fail  to  understand  by  what 
authority  tlie  duty  on  outside  packages  is 
levied.  The  validity  of  the  colIectiOT  of 
the  duty  may  be  challenged  by  certain  mer- 
chants, not  because  it  is  being  levied  under 
resolution,  but  l>f cause  sectitMi  154  of  the 
Customs  Act  provides  for  the  lt'\ying  of 
duties  upon  goods,  which  are  "lefined  as 
separate  frcm  packages.  There  is  nothing 
in  the  Tariff  which  says  that  packages 
.  shall  be  subject  to  duty ;  there  is  only 
the  declaration  that  outside  packnges  in 
which  goods  other  than  those  dutiable  ad 
val-orem  are  ordinarilv  iniported  shall  be 
admitted  free.  That  declaration  does  not 
impose  a  duty  other  packages,  it  being 
an  incontrovertible  rule  of  law  that  the  sub- 
ject is  not  to  be  taxed  except  by  express 
words.  If  it  is  doubtful  under  which  of 
two  headings  an  article  shall  be  taxed,  it 
is,  according  to  the  Customs  Act,  dutiable 
at  the  higher  rate. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Cases  would  be  tax- 
able as  manufactured  wood. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— If  they  were  taxed  as 
wood,  the  tax  would  be  a  ridiculous  one. 
because  it  would  vary  in  accordance  with 
the  value  of  the  ccmtents  of  the  package. 
There  can  be  no  difficulty  about  valuing 
outside  packages.  Mr.  Smart  says  that 
difficulty  as  to  false  values  has  arisen  be- 
cause the  Courts  have  held  that  the  term 
f.o.b.  in  the  Customs  Act  includes  the 
value  of  the  package.  But  what  is  to 
prevent  us  from  saying  that  in  future  the 
value  of  the  package  shall  not  be  taken 
into  account? 

Sir  John  Quick. — We  should  have  to 
amend  the  Customs  Act 

Mr.  GLYNN. — We  could  insert  in  either 
this  measure  or  another  the  declaration  that 
f.o.b.  value  does  not  include  the  value  of 
the  package.  Not  one  package  in  twenty 
is  saleable  here  at  anything  like  its  cost. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [8.59].—!  under- 
stand that  the  value  of  piano  cases  is  about 
ICS.  each.  Adding  the  10  per  cent, 
which  the  Customs  always  add,  the  value 
is  brought  up  to  j[^2  15s.,  on  which  30  per 
cent,  would  come  to  i6s.  6d. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Discuss  the  ques- 
tion on  item  444.  It  is  not  fair  to  bring 
it  up  now. 

Mr.  WILKS.— It  may  be  too  late  to 
bring  it  up  <hi  item  444.  A  duty  of 
[2591—2 


16s.  6d.  (XI  a  piano  case  cannot  be  advo- 
cated in  the  interests  of  local  ipakers. 
Pian(»  must  be  imported  in  cases,  and  it 
will  not  be  argued  that  cases  can  be  made 
here  and  sent  to  Germany.  Therefore,  the 
duty  must  be  regarded  merely  as  an  at- 
tempt to  iricrease  the  protection  granted  to 
the  local  manufacturer  of  pianos.  It  mig^ 
as  well  have  been  said  that  the  proposal  to 
take  the  dutv  off  casks  was  an  attadc  on 
coopers.  In  my  electorate  there  are  very 
large  cooperages,  but  I  did  not  advocate 
then  that  a  duty  should  Le  placed  on  casks 
in  order  to  help  the  coopers.  Now  that  the 
dutv  on  pianos  has  been  Kttled,  there  will 
be  a  rush  to  take  them  out  of  bond,  and 
the  cases,  which,  under  normal  ccwiditicms, 
can  be  bought  for  a  few  shillings,  will  be 
thrown  at  the  Treasurer  in  about  a  week. 
I  see  no  reason  to  vote  for  a  duty  of  30 
per  cent,  on  los.,  the  cost  of  the  case, 
just  as  if  it  were  a  piano.  From  a  pro- 
tectionist stand-point,  .1  see  no  justification 
for  the  tax.  It  is  only  a  roundabout  way 
of  increasing  the  duty  on  the  piano.  _  My 
hig;h-water  mark  of  protection  i<xt  pianos 
was  30  and  25  per  cent.,  according  to  the 
country  of  origin,  and  I  am  not  gcung  to 
be  seduced  into  voting  for  higher  protec- 
tion to  piano  manufacturers  by  means  of 
a  duty  on  cases. 

Mr.  STORRKR  (Bass)  [9.1].— When  we 
dealt  with  other  items  nothing  was  said 
about  the  dutv  on  the  cases. 

Mr.  Wilson. — Yes,  I  brought  up  the 
matter  on  a  much  earlier  item. 

Mr.  STORRER.— In  my  opinion,  the 
proper  course  is  to  deal  with  this  questiwi 
on  item  444.  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  correct 
charge  to  make  on  the  cases.  I  know  that 
it  has  been  abused,  and,  although  perscms 
who  have  made  that  statement  have  been 
accused  of  being  thie\'es,  I  may  tell  the 
Committee  that  when  I  commenced  busi- 
ness as  a  young  man  offers  of  that  descrip- 
tion were  made  to  me,  but  they  saw  that  I 
was  not  a  man  of  that  kind.  I  knew  it  was 
wrong,  and,  therefore,  I  did  not  do  what 
thev  wished.  Yet,  l>ecause  I  know  that  it 
is  done,  an  honorable  member  has  said  that 
a  man  who  makes  a  statement  of  that  kind 
has  been  a  thief,  or  he  would  not  know 
that  it  is  done. 

Mr.  Mahon.— I  was  referring  to  the  in- 
formant of  the  honorable  member  for  South 
Svdney. 

Mr.  STORRKR.— The  honorable  mi-m- 
l)er  was  not  aware  that  I  had  told  that 
honorable  gentleman  ;  he  did  not  know  the 
name  of  the  informant,  but  if  he  thinks 
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that  I  am  a  thief,  I  shall  not  take  any 
notice  of  it. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Codgardie)  [9.3].— I 
understood  the  honorable  member  for  South 
Sydney  to  say  that  it  was  a  Sydney  mer- 
chant who  gave  him  that  information.  I 
certainly  never  understood  that  it  came 
from  the  honorable  member  for  Bass,  and 
I  think  that  even  now  he  must  be  making  a 
mistake.  But  if  be  thinks  that  I  have  said 
anything  that  is  calculated,  even  by  in- 
ference, to  give  <dFence  to  him,  I  unre- 
servedlv  withdraw  it,  and  apologize  to  him. 

Mx.  Storrer. — I  take  no  notice  of  it. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [9.4].— 
The  honorable  member  for  Bass  has  said 
that  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  deal  with 
this  questi(»i  on  other  items.  I  may  tell 
him  that  on  an  early  item  I  raised  the 
question,  and  proposed  that  where  the  con- 
tents of  the  case  should  exceed  the  value 
of  the  case,  it  should  be  free,  and  that  ap- 
plies particularly  to  piano  pases.  The 
Treasurer  should  give  an  indication  to  the 
Committee  that  he  is  prepared  to  consider 
this  proposal  favorably  when  we  get  to  item 
444.  I  have  no  particular  desire  to  deal 
with  it  now. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Let  us  wait  until  we  get 
to  that  item.' 

Mr.  WILSON.— If  we  adopt  that  sug- 
gestion, we  may  find  ourselves  in  a  pecu- 
liar ]x>sttion.  I  believe  that  there  is  a 
majoritv  of  honorable  members  against  the 
imposition  of  a  duty  on  cases. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — If  there  is  T  will 
be  quite  prepared  to  submit  to  the  decisi<xi 
of  the  CcHnmtttee.  I  am  not  quite  sure 
what  course  I  will  take  with  regard  to  item 
444. 

Mr.  WILSON.— If  the  honorable  mem 
ber  for  Parramatta  persists  with  his  amend- 
ment, and  we  take  a  vote,  some  honorable 
members,  thinking  that  it  ought  to  be  dealt 
with  in  connexicm  with  item  444,  may 
vote  against  it  now,  and  when  we  came  to 
that  item  piano  cases  would  still  be  made 
dutiable.  That  would  be  an  unfortunate 
position  in  which  to  find  ours.^lves. 

Mr.  Deakin. — It  would  be  a  very  proper 
thing  after  this  waste  of  time. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  think  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  is  not  right  in  making  that 
remark. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  think  that  this  is  an 
unpardonable  waste  of  time. 

Mr.  WI LSO  N . — I  entirely  disagree 
with  the  Prime  Minister.  This  is  a  matter 
of  very  considerable  moment,  and  if  he 


were  engaged  in  the  piano  trade  he  would 
hold  a  different  view. 

Mr.  Mabon. — He  is  here  very  little. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Let  him  hold  his 

tongue. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  protest  against  this  um 
pardonable  waste  of  time. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  time  has  come 
for  the  Prime  Minister  to  behave  himself 
with  decency  in  the  Chamber. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  ask  honor- 
able members  to  cease  this  continuous  cross- 
firing. 

Mr.  WILSON.- With  all  respect,  I 
think  that  the  Prime  Minister  is  talking 
nonsense,  because  this  is  a  matter  of  very 
great  importance  to  those  who  are  con- 
nected with  the  piano  trade. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — But  there  is  an  item 
on  which  it  can  be  dealt  wi\h. 

Mr.  WILSON. — We  have  an  indication 
from  the  Treasurer  that  at  the  present  mo- 
ment his  feeling  is  that  he  will  tax  these 
cases. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — The  Committee  will 
decide  when  item  444  is  reached. 

Mr.  WILSON.— Does  not'the  honorable 
member  see  that  this  charge  affects  the  dutv 
on  a  piano  to  the  extent  of  from  5  to  7^ 
per  cent.  ? 

Mr.  Wise. — Let  us  settle  the  matter  by 

a  vote. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  want  to  have  a  fair 
thing  done  for  the  piano  importers  and 
also  the  purchasers.  It  affects  them  all. 
When  we  are  proposing  to  put  duties 
of  30  and  25  per  cent,  on  upright 
pianos,  whv  should  the  Treasurer  tr\- 
by  a  side  wind  to  increase  the  duties  to  the 
«ctent  of  from  5  to  7*  per  cent.?  The 
honwable  member  for  Cottlfrardie  was  justi- 
fied in  drawing  his  attention  to  this  im- 
portant matter.  And  the  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta  was  iustified  in  movinr  his 
amendment.  The  Treasurer  would  have 
facilitated  business  if  he  had  given  the 
Committee  a  fairly  clear  indication  as  to 
what  he  intended  to  do  I  think  that  the 
whole  (juestion  should  be  dealt  with  on 
item  414-  At  the  same  time,  we  want  the 
Treasurer  to  indicate  how  the  cases  are  to 
he  dealt  with  before  we  reawd  our  votes  on 
this  item  of  pianos.  He  must  see  that  if  he 
would  only  give  .in  answer  to  our  inquiri^ 
the  business  would  I'e  proceeded  with,  and 
a  vote  taken  as  ouicklv  as  nossible.  I  have 
no  wish  to  delay  business  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  ask  leave  lo  with- 
draw my  amendnK|ibedbyLjOOQlC 
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Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [9.10].— I  de- 
sire to  say  a  few  words  before  the  amend- 
ment of  the  hwiorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta  is  withdrawn.  I  am  not  going  to  sit 
here  silently  under  the  taunt  that  we  have 
been  wasting  time  in  discussing  this  matter. 
The  honorable  gentleman  who  made  that  in- 
terjection is  in  this  chamber  so  little  that  he 
is  not  in  a  position  to  say  when  the  Com- 
mittee is  or  is  not  wasting  time.  I  re- 
mind the  Committee  that  a  whole  dav  was 
practically  wasted  over  the  item  of  printing 
ink,  when,  if  the  Government  had  under- 
stood what  they  ought  to  have  comprehended,, 
a  small  amendment  would  have  solved  the 
whole  difficulty.  Instead  of  occupying  an 
hour  on  the  item,  as  we  have  over  this  mat- 
ter, nearly  a  whole  sitting  was  wasted.  I 
reiterate  that  we  have  no  right  to  impose 
this  high  duty  by  a  side-wind.  If  it  is  in- 
tended to  charge  35  per  cent.,  let  us  have 
a  proposition  to  that  effect ;  but  if  the  duty 
is  to  be  30  per  cent.,  let  it  be  that  rate  and 
no  more.  The  Treasurer  knows  quite  well 
that,  under  the  ad  valorem  system,  the  un- 
fortunate importer  pays  duty  as  if  the  case 
were  part  of  the  piano.  He  knows  further 
that  Diano  cases  are  sold  in  this  market  at 
4s.  or  5s.  each,  although  they  cc»t  the  im- 
porter on  an  average  £.2  5s.  In  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  think  that  the  proposed 
charge  is  hardly  fair,  and  that  the  Trea- 
surer might  have  given  the  Committee  a 
more  reassuring-  declaration  as  to  his  inten- 
tion in  regard  to  this  item. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  .COOK  (Parramatta) 
[9.12].— Tile  Prime  Minister  has  declared 
this  to  be  a  wicked  waste  of  time.  My 
amendment  would  not  have  been  moved  but 
for  the  interruption  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Riverina,  who,  when  this  matter  was 
being  referred  to.  took  a  point  of  order  to 
trv  to  pre\'ent  even  a  mention  of  it.  It  was 
then  that  I  said,  "  I  will  put  mvself  in 
order,  sir,  by  moving  an  amendment,  which 
I  hand  to  you." 

Mr.  Frazer. — I  think  that  the  matter 
ought  to  be  decided  now. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— No:  I  intend  to 

ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Wise. — The  honorable  member  is 
afraid  to  take  a  vote  now. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Here  is  an  hon- 
orable member  going  on  in  this  way,  and  the 
Prime  Minister  declaring  it  to  be  a  wicked 
waste  of  time.    What  does  he  want  ? 


Mr.  Wise.— To  take  a  vote. 

Mr.  Chanter.- The  honOTable  member 
recognises  clearly  enough  that  the  vote 

would  be  against  him. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  the  honor- 
able member  wastes  more  time  we  shall  get 
all  the  blame.  Some  homwable  members 
on  this  side  have  urged  that  this  questitxi 
should  be  dealt  with  on  it^  444.  I  re- 
mind them  that  that  is  Uie  last  item  in  the 
Tariff,  and  that  honorable  members  are  al- 
ready going  away. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — It  will  be  rushed 
then,  and  that  is  why  it  is  suggested. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  it  is  not 
rushed,  the  extreme  prc^aUlity  is  that  there 
will  be  a  number  of  honorable  members 
away  without  pairs  when  the  vote  is  taken. 
However,  to  save  time,  I  ask  leave  to  with- 
draw the  amendment  . 

Amendment  of  the  amendment,  by  leave, 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  TILLEY  'BROWN  (Indi>  [9.13].— 
This  question  ought  to  be  tested  now,  be- 
cause, in  my  opinion,  it  is  a  .deliberate 
attempt  to  increase  the  duty  <ki  fHanos  which 
has  been  passed. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order !  Do  I 
understand  that  the  hcMiorable  member  in- 
tends to  sutxnit  an  amendment? 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN.— I  do,  sir.  This 
proposal  was  apparently  concocted  during 
the  dinner  adjournment.  We  sat  for  five 
minutes  longer  than  we  oug^t  to  have  done, 
and  sat  illegally,  I  am  told.  If  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  deputy  leader  of  the 
Opposition  is  correct,  we  must  automati- 
cally suspend  the  sitting  at  haTf-past  6 
o'clock. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order  1  The  hon- 
orable member  is  casting  a  reflection  on  the 
Chair,  which  he  has  no  right  to  do.  There 
is  no  time  definitely  fixed  for  the  suspension 
of  the  sitting  to  take  place.  If  I  so  de- 
sired I  could  remain  in  the  chair  until 
7  o'clock.  It  is  merely  a  mutual  under- 
standing that  we  suspend  the  sitting  at  6.30 
o'clock.  Whatever  was  dcme  after  that  hour 
was  quite  in  ordo*. 

Mr.  TII-LEY  BROWN.— I  am  very  glad 
indeed  to  have  that  explanation  from  vou, 
sir.  An  attempt  is  being  made  by  a  side- 
wind to  increase  the  *i"fe^^Wf^  °" 
pianos  by  levying  duty  dii  merias©,  Snd  I 
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think  the  matter  should  be  tested  now. 

Therefore  I  move — 

Tbat  the  ameodmeot  be  amended  by  inserting^ 
afler  the  word  "  Upricht "  ihe  words  "  except 
outside  packages  in  which  pianos  are  ordinarily 
imported  when  containing  such  goods." 

Mr.  ARCHER  (Capricomia)  [9.15].— 
This  is  undoubtedly  an  important  matter, 
and  I  wish  to  remind  hmorable  members 
that,  in  the  past,  the  Government,  and  es- 
pecially the  Treasurer,  have  repeatedly  ex- 
pressed a  willingness  to  give  way  when  it 
has  been  clear  that  they  coutd  not  secure 
what  they  wanted,  but  afterwards,  at  a  late 
hour,  when  there  has  been  a  very  sparse 
attendaiKse  of  honorable  members,  and  there 
has  been  a  chance  of  forcing  a  thing 
through,  they  have  changed  thrir  tactics. 
I  had  some  experience  of  that  treatment  in 
ooniiai(Hi  with  the  item  relating  to  ink.  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  ftom  my  know- 
ledge of  the  Treasurer,  that  if  this  mat- 
ter is  left  over,  at  some  later  sitting,  the 
Opposition  will  be  squeezed  out,  and  the 
honorable  gentleman  will  get  his  own 
way.  We  shall  find  that  we  cannot  get 
I»irs;  we  were  refuse  pairs  to-day,  I 
understand. 

Mr.  KvKz  Cook.— What  is  that? 

Mr.  ARCHER. — I  understand  that  some 
honorable  monbers  on  this  side  were  re- 
fused. 

Mr,  HuBCB  Cook. — The  honorable 
member  should  speak  about  what  he  knows. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— I  may  be  wrong. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — The  hcxiorable  raera- 
ber  is  wrong  in  this  case. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— Then  I  withdraw  that 
remark  entirely.  But  we  have  had  over  and 
over  again  the  experience  which  I  have  de- 
scribed. I  can  quite  understand  why  the 
Treasurer  is  refueling  to  give  any  indication 
of  his  intended  action.  No  doubt  he  hopes 
to  get  his  own  way  at  a  late  sitting.  We 
have  had  experience  of  treatment  of  that 
kind,  as  I  know  to  my  cost  in  relation  tc 
the  ink  business.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee  will  be  registered 
when  there  is  a  full  attendance. 

Question — That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  inserted  (Mr.  Tilley  Brown's  amend- 
ment of  Sir  WiLUAM  Ltne's  amendment) 
be  so  inserted — put.  The  Committee 
divided. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  K. 
Fisher,  A. 
FoxtoQ,  Colonel 
Kiaier,  C.  E. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
r.Ij-nn,  P.  McM. 
Hedges.  W.  N. 
HuRhcs,  VV.  M. 
Irvine,  H.ins 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Johnson.  W.  E. 
Knox,  W. 


Ratthelor,   E.  L. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Clianter.  J.  U. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cooo,  J. 
Deafcin.  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hutchison,  T. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Mathews,  1. 
Maugcr,  S. 
McDougall,  J.  E. 


ATXS. 

Liddell,  F. 
Livingston,  J. 
Million,  H. 
McWilliams,  ViT.  J. 
Foynton,  A, 
Sampson,  S. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson,  J.  G. 


Tellert: 
Atkinson,  L. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 

Noes. 

I'-^ge.  J. 

Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D, 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor.  F.  G. 
Watkins.  D. 
Watson,  I.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

TeUtrs: 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Cook,  Hume 


Ayes 
Noes 


Majority  ... 


Paiis. 

Fowler,  J.    M.  Fairbaini,  G. 

Forrest,  Sir  John  Crouch,  H.  A. 

Fysh.  Sir  Philip  Harper,  R. 

Rei.l,  G.  H.  Half,  D.  R. 

Kcify,  W.  H.  Kingston,  C.  C. 

Smith,  Bruce  O'Malley,  King 

Brown,  Thomas  Maloney,  W.  R.  N'. 

Question  so  resolved  in  'the  affirmative. 
Amendment  of  the  amendment  agreed  to, 
Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgooriie)  [9.27].— I 
understand,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  you  are 
now  about  to  submit  the  question  that  the- 
amendment,  as  ama»5ed,  be  agreed  ta 
Do  I  understand  that  the  apparent  over- 
sight which  occurred  in  reference  to  the 
previous  item  has  been  avoided  in  this  case, 
and  that  the  fixed  duties  have  been  struck 
out? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Yes.    The  fixed 
will  cease  to  be  operative  after  to-day. 
Amendraentj  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Amendment   (by   Sir  Wiujah  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  words  "30  per  cent.,'*  paia- 
graph  c,  the  words  "and  on  and  after  lath  De- 
cember, n)07,  N.E.I.,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff). 
30  Dci  cent.;  ((Tnited  Kingdom),  35  per  cent," 
be  inserted. 

«9  Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 

27         surer)  [9.30]. — ^With  reference  to  paragraph 

—         D.  Parts  thereof  n.e.i.,  I  was  induced  to 
2         make  a  promise  under  a  wrong  impression. 
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Mr.  Johnson. — Is  the  Treasurer  goinK 
to  sneak  out  of  it? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  —I  regret  that  I 
make  it ;  but,  having  made  it  

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — Many  a  man  has 
made  a  promise  under  a  misapprehension, 
and  has  kept  his  word  afterwards. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  want 
to  hear'  anything  from  the  honorable  mem- 
ber.    He  is  a  disgrace  to  the  House. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — I  rise  to  order.  I 
understand  that  the  Treasurer  has  just 
said  that  I  am  a  disgrace  to  the  House. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Did  the  honmable 
raember  hear  me  say  so? 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — I  am  told  that  the 
honorable  member  made  that  observation. 
If  he  makes  such  remarks  sotto  voce,  he 
ought  to  be  ashamed  of  himself. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  did  not  hear  the 
Treasurer  make  the  remark. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  -did. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— If  the  Treasurer 
<lid,  I  am  sure  that  he  will  withdraw  it. 
At  the  same  time,  I  would  remind  the 
Ccxnmittee  that  it  is  not  right  for  an  hcHi- 
orable  member  in  asking  that  a  remark  be 
withdrawn  to  use  wor(b  that  are  equally 
offensive.  I  ask  the  honwable  member  for 
Indi  to  withdraw  the  observaticxi  he  has 
just  made. 

Mr,  TiLLEY  Bhown. — I  am  quite  willing 
to  do  so,  and  expect  you,  Mr.  Chairman, 
to  call  upon  the  Treasurer  to  withdraw  the 
remark  of  which  I  complain. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  does  not  know  what  I  saidi  but  I 
withdraw  anything  that  I  did  sav.  When 
interrupted,  I  was  expnessing  regret  that  I 
had  been  induced  to  make  a  certain  pro- 
mise. Had  I  known  what  was  going  to 
happen,  the  position  would  have  been  dif- 
ferent ;  but,  having  made  the  prcnnise,  I 
intend  to  adhere  to  it.    I  move — 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  lath  De- 
ceniber,  1907,  Parts  thereof  under  Departmental 
by-laws,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  20  per  cent. ; 
<United  Kingdom),  15  per  cent,,"  be  added  to 
paragraph  D. 

I  wish,  by  inserting  the  words  "  under  de- 
partmental by-laws,"  to  give  the  Depart- 
wsxii  power  to  prevent  pianos  being  im- 
ported in  sectipns  at  the  lower  duty,  but, 
at  the  same  time,  to  allow  parts,  as  such, 
to  be  imported  at  this  rate.  I  may  add 
that  I  propose  to  make  the  next  item  free. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
f9'34]- — Does  any  sane  man  believe  that 
pianos  could  come  in  as  "  parts"? 


Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  made  in- 
quiries, and  fmd  that  this  amendment  is 
necessary.  Without  it,  such  a  thing  as  the 
honorable  member  suggests  could  happea 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Is  that  all  the 
departmental  regulation  will  do? 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Yes. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member,  surely,  knows  that  it  is  not. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — It  is,  absolutely. 
I  have  had  a  conversation  with  the  Comp- 
troller-General in  reference  to  the  matter. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Under  the 
amendment,  will  not  the  importation  of  the 
smallest  parts  be  subject  to  the  depart- 
mental by-laws? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — No ;  because  this 
does  not  applv  to  them. 

Mr.  TOSEPH  COOK.— The  depart- 
mental bv-laws  will  relate  to  every  nut, 
rivet,  and  screw  in  a  piano. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — No;  they  are  dealt 
with  in  the  next  item. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Does  the  next  item  in- 
clude keyboards? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Yes. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [9.36].— This  is  a 
very  wise  provision  to  insert,  and  is  similar 
to  that  which  we  have  inserted  in  regard 
to  the  importation  of  vehicles.  The  Trea- 
surer fears  that  in  the  absence  of  depart- 
mental by-laws,  pianos  might  be  introduced 
in  sections  under  this  paragraph,  and 
quickly  put  together,  just  as  parts  of 
vehicles  have  been  imported  and  assembled. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[9-37]* — I  do  not  think  that  the  insertion 
of  the  words  ' '  under  departmental  by- 
laws "  will  accomplish  the  object  which  the 
Treasurer  has  in  view.  A  person  might 
import  separate  parts  in  several  different 
shipments,  and  in  that  way,  bring  in,  at 
the  lower  duty,  a  complete  piano.  To 
avoid  that  being  done,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  keep  a  record  of  the  importations 
of  different  firms. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  questioned  the 
Comptroller-General  on  that  very  point, 
and  he  said  that  what  the  honorable  mem- 
ber fears  could  be  prevented. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  .18a.  Musical  instruments,  parts  of,  and 
accessories : — 

Actions  in  separate  parts;  Strings;  Felts  and 
Felting;  Hammers  and  Ivoiies;  Handles  and 
Hinges  for  Pianos ;  Violin,  Mutes,  and  Chin 
Rests;  Holders  for  attaching Band  m  Or- 
chestral instruments,  ad  val^v  feineiTHMimff),  to 
per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  free. 
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Mr.  POYNTON  (Giey)  [9.39]-— I  should 
like  the  Treasurer  to  agree  to  the  inser- 
tion of  the  words  "  cwnplete  or  "  after  the 
word  * '  Acticais,"  so  that  the  line  would 
read  '*  Actions  complete  or  in  separate 
parts." 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  would  never 
do.  It  would  enable  a  large  part  of  a 
piano  to  be  brought  in  free. 

Mr,  POYNTON. — I  am  not  suggesting 
an  alteration  in  what  has  hitherto  b^  the 
practice.  Under  the  Tariif  of  1902,  this 
was  allowed. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  a  man  could 
in  this  way  bring  in  the  frames  a;id  the 
actions,  he  would  have  the  greater  part 
of  a  complete  piano.  I  am  advised  that 
it  would  not  be  wise  to  accede  to  the  hon- 
orable m^nber's  i»oposal. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [9.41].— I 
would  point  out  to  the  Minister  that  the 
comma  appearing  after  the  word  "  violin  " 
should  be  struck  out. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Ixm) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  conaiii.t  following  the  word  "Violin  " 
be  left  out. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [9.42].— Would 
the  Treasurer  <^ject  to  the  insertion  of  the 
words  ' '  and  kevs  thereto ' '  after  the  word 
"  Ivories  "?  ' 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  made  in- 
quiries, and  am  informed  that  this  is  a 
proposal  to  which  the  Department  does  not 
think  I  should  accede.  As  a  matter  01 
fact,  keys  are  made  here. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [9.43r.— I 
propose  to  move — 

That  after  the  word  "  instrumenls,"  the  words 
"  I'ianola  and  JF.oW^n  Records,"  be  inserted. 

I  think  that  these  records  should  come  in 
free. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [9.44]  — I 
think  that  it  would  be  better  to  insert  the 
words  "  records  for  mechanical  piano 
players."  There  are  dozens  of  mechanical 
piano  players,  and  I  fail  to  see  whv  we 
should  specially,  advertise  any  one  of  them. 
The  records  for  all  these  instruments  should 
come  in  free. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [9.45].— The  hon- 
orable member  for  Fronantle,  as  usual,  is 
right.  The  difficulty  can  be  got  over  by 
using  the  words  of  item  378,  where 
these  things  are  all  enumerated.  What  is 
required  is  that  records  for  "pianolas  and 
other  attachments  or  articles  for  rendering 
music  by  mechanical  process  "  should  be 


admitted  free.  I  am  glad  that  mutes  are 
being  admitted  free. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [9.46].— I  ac- 
cept the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Angas,  and  move — 

That  after  the  Word  "  instruments,"  line  7, 
the  words  "  Pianola,  ^olian,  nnd  similar  Re- 
cords for  rendering  music  by  mechanical  pro- 
cess," be  inserted. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [9.47].— If  the 
Treasurer  desires  to  encourage  the  manu- 
facture of  musical  instruments  in  the  Com- 
monwealth, he  should  also  provide  that 
veneers  in  the  rough  should  be  admitted 
free.  I  understand  that  there  is  onlv  one 
veneering  machine  in  Australia.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  right  that  people  engaged  in 
this  industry  should  ha\'e  to  go  to  a  rival 
manufacturer  to  get  the  veneers  they  require. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^They  could  get  a 
machine  and  cut  them  for  themselves. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— The  gentleman  who 
has  imported  the  veneoring  machine  has  had 
the  advantage  of  free. veneers  and  parts  in 
building  up  his  industry.  I  may  sav  that 
I  have  very  little  hope  that  the  Treasurer 
will  agree  to  the  proposal  I  make. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — We  have  already 
dealt  with  veneers  under  the  timber  duties. 

Amendment  agreed  to 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  words  "  10  per  cent."  the 
wurds  "and  on  and  after  12th  December,  1907 
(General  Tariff),  free,"  be  inserted. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Item    383.    Military    Band    and  Orchestral 
Musical  Instruments  : — 

Bassoons;  Baritones;  Bombardons;  Bugles; 
Clarionettes  i  Comets;  Comophone>; 
Cor.  Anglais  (Wood) ;  Cymbals;  Cor. 
Tenor  (Brass) ;  Contra  Bassoon  (Brass) ; 
Doblophones ;  Drums ;  Double  Bastes ; 
Euphoniums;  Flutes;  Fifet;  Harps; 
Horns,  viz.,  Flugel,  French,  Koenig 
Tenor,  and  Vocal  Ballad ;  Musette ; 
Oboes  or  Hautbois;  Piccoloes;  Saxo- 
phones ;  Tenor  Trombones ;  Trumpets ; 
Tubas;  Triangles;  Violins  and  Violon- 
cellos; Bagpipes,  free. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  propose  to  add  to 
this  item  "  flagcolettes  not  being  toys." 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [9.51].— I 
have  a  prior  amendment.  I  wbh  to  move 
that  the  last  word  in  tiiis  item  be  left  out. 
Bagpipes  should  not,  in  my.opinicxi,  be  ad- 
mitted free.  I  know  of  no  greater  injury 
which  the  Treasurer  has  done  during  "the 
ccMisideration  of  this  Tariff  than  that  which 
he  does  in  proposing  to  admit  these  instru- 
ments free.  I  am  prepared  to  move  that 
the  word  "Bagpipes"  be  left  out. 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9.52]. — I  ask  the  honorable  member 
not  to  move  to  exclude  bagpipes  from  this 
item.  There  is  no  music  I  enjoy  so  much  as 
the  music  of  the  bagfpipes,  and  for  the 
sake  of  mv  feelings  I  hope  the  hwicrable 
member  will  not  persist  in  his  amendment. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [p-SSJ— 
of  deference  to  the  musical  idiosyncracies 
of  the  Treasurer,  I  am  prepared  to  allow 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  enjoy  music 
which  I  cannot  enjoy,  and  I  shall  not  move 
the  amendment. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyke) 
agreed  to — 

That  nfter  the  word  "  Bagpipes,"  line  14,  the 
words  "  I'  lagcolettes  not  being  toys,"  be  in- 
serted. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Division  XVL— Miscellaneous. 
Item  384.    Bags,  Baskets,  Boxes,  Cases,  or 
Trunks,  with  or  without  fittings,  vi«.  : — 

(A)  Fancy;  hand;  jewel  and  trinket;  spoil- 

ing; travelling;  picnic;  toilet;  dress- 
ing; glove;  handkerchief;  collar;  and 
work;  satchels;  reticules;  valises;  and 
companions,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff], 
35  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  35 
per  cent, 

(B)  Fancy  Boxes,  containing  free  goods  or 

goods  subject  to  a  specific  rate,  ad 
val.  (General  Tariff),  35  per  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  25  per  cent. 

(C)  Fancy  Boxes,  containibg  goods  subject 

to  duty  ad  valorem  to  be  dutiable  at 
the  same  rate  as  the  goods. 

:Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [9.56]. — Might  I  suggest  to  the 
Treasurer  that  this  item  should  be  made 
dutiable  at  the  same  rate  as  item  334. 
Those  engaged  in  the  trade  make  the  sug- 
gestion because  it  is  not  desirable  to  make 
a  difference  of  5  per  cent,  in  the  duties 
imposed  upon  practically  similar  articles 
contained  in  these  two  items. 

Amendments  (by  Sir  Wiluam  L\'ne) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  word  "  and."  line  3,  paragraph  A, 
be  left  out,  with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  there- 
of a  semicolon. 

That  after  the  words  "35  per  cent.,"  para- 
graph A,  the  words  "and  on  and  after  lath  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  30  per 
cent.,"    be  inserted. 

That  after  the  words  "  35  per  cent."  para- 
gr.tph  B,  the  words  "and  on  and  after  12th  De> 
cember,  i()07,  ad  val,  (General  Tariff),  30  per 
cent.,"  be  inserted. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Item  385  (Baskets,  Workmen's)  agreed 
ta  ■ 

Item  386.  Articles  n.e.i.  for  advertising 
purposes,  including  all  articles  otherwise  speci- 
fically enumerated  as  free,  ad  val.  35  per  cent. 


Amendment   (by   Sir   Wiluau  Lyne) 

agreed  to — 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  12th  De- 
cember, 1907— Articles  which  bear  advertise- 
ments and  which  would  not  otherwise  be  duti- 
able at  a  higher  rate  of  duty  under  any  other 
heading,  including  all  other  articles  whicli  would 
be  otherwise  free  if  without  advert  isemeots 
thereon,  ad  val.  25  per  cent.,"  be  added. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  387.    Curled  Hair  and  Curled  Fibre,  ad 

val.,  35  per  cent. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North  Syd- 
ney) [io,i]. — There  is  aa  increase  <d  duty 
on  curled  fibre.  Can  the  Minister  say 
why? 

Sir  William  Lyne.— The  Tariff  Com- 
missiMi  reccxnmended  the  duty  on  ourled 
hair,  and  the  Department  has  brought 
in  curled  fibre  at  the  same  rate. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  The 
Tariff  Commission  did  not  recommend  a 
duty  on  curled  fibre. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Let  it  go  There 
is  nothing  in  it. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[10.2]. — There  is  a  big  trade  in  curled 
hair,  which  is  used  by  upholsterers.  The 
increased  duty  will  be  a  tax  upon  the  re- 
quir^ents  of  the  people.  No  reascm  has 
been  given  for  it. 

Item  agreed  to. 

Item  388.  Filters  of  all  kinds  and  materials, 
ad  val.,  15  per  cent. 

Aiaendment   (by   Sir   Wiluam  Lyne) 

agreed  to — 

That  the  words  "of  all  kinds  and  materials" 
be  left  out,  and  the  letters  "n.e.i."  inserted. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  389.  Doats,  Launches,  and  Yachts  im- 
ported in  any  vessel,  or  which  have  been  put  out 
of  any  vessel  off  the  coast  of  Australia,  and  are 
subsequently  brought  into  Australia,  includii^ 
all  fittings,  ad  val.,  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North  Syd- 
ney) [10.5].— This  is  an  item  on  which  a 
preference  of  5  per  cent  might  well  Le 
given.  These  articles  are  made  in  Great 
Itritain. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  will  agree  to 
that. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Then,  I 
move — 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  lath  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  val.  (United  Kingdom),  15 
per  cent.,"  be  added. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [10.6].— It  is  not 
wise  to  reduce  the  duty  on  this  item.  It 
would  have  been  better  to  extend  the  word- 
ing to  include  other  vessels  which  are 
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brought  out  here.  Dredges  which  could 
have  been  made  locally,  have  been  im- 
ported to  Victoria. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — I  am  going  to  pro- 
pose something  about  dredges. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — Certain  public  bodies  in 
Victoria  have  been  importing  dredges  for 
some  time  past.  The  Geelong  Harbor 
Trust  had  a  very  unhappy  experience  in 
the  case  of  two  seccmdhand  dredges  which 
they  bought  at  Natal.  Unfortunately  for 
those  on  board,  those  vessels  never  reached 
here.  I  hope  the  Treasurer  wiil  be  able 
to  include  dredges  iu  this  item,  so  as  to 
give  work  for  some  of  our  workmen.  I 
hope  the  hwiorable  member  for  Daliey 
will  object,  on  behalf  of  the  ship-builders 
in  his  electorate,  to  the  dumping  of  second- 
hand boats  here. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Daliey)  [10.8].  —  The 
Treasurer,  as  a  ixotectionist,  should  be 
very  careful  not  to  give  protection  to  the 
outside  world  instead  of  to  his  own  coun- 
try. The  principal  launches  imported  are 
motor  launches,  the  building  of  which  is 
a  great  speciality  in  New  South  Wales. 
Ttwy  are  made  a  firm  whose  main  busi- 
ness is  in  my  electorate,  but  this  work 
is  dfMie  by  them  in  the  electorates  of  the 
honorable  members  for  Parramatta  and 
North  Svdnev.  Although  the  Treasurer 
has  accepted  the  suggestion  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  North  Svdnev  for  a  pre- 
ferential rate,  I  would  rather  see  the  duty 
remain  at  20  per  cent,  all  round. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— The  Tariff  Com- 
mission recommendeil  20  per  cent.,  and  I 
think  we  shall  have  to  stick  to  that. 

Mr.  WILKS. — Twenty  per  cent,  means 
an  increase  of  only  5  per  cent,  on  the  duty 
in  the  old  Tariff.  Engine-fittings,  which 
have  to  be  imported  for  these  ve-ssels,  are 
dutiable  no^v  at  a  certain  rate,  and  why 
should  we  allow  the  finished  article  in  the 
shape  of  the  vessel  itself  to  come  in  at  a 
lower  duty  ?  Even  a  duty  of  20  per  cent. 
in  low. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[ro.9]. — No  case  has  been  made  out  in 
favour  of  this  duty.  Launches  take  up  a 
great  deal  of  room  on  shipboard,  the 
chai^  for  freight  is  by  measuremmt,  and 
that  makes  imported  launches  very  expen- 
sive. It  is  to  the  advantage  of  Australian 
builders  of  launches  to  have  samples  oc- 
casionallv  of  the  best  work  of  the  kind 
from  America,  where  the  industry  is  very 
advanced.    I  hc^  the  duty  will  not  be 


made  prohibitive.  As  the  freight  is  so 
high,  we  are  not  likely  to  be  inundated 

with  imported  launches. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [lo.io]. — Under  the  old  15  per 
cent,  duty,  only  ^1,446  worth  of  launches 
were  imported  last  year.  During  that 
period,  I  know  that  hundreds  have  beei> 
constructed  in  Australia,  a  very  large  num- 
ber in  my  electorate.  The  figures  show 
that  there' is  no  danger  to  the  local  builders 
of  undue  competiticxi  from  abroad,  and  in 
those  circumstances  the  Treasurer  could 
safely  take  the  course  to  which  he  ass«ited 
just  now. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  did  assent  for  the 
m(xnent,  but,  on  consideration,  I  think  I 
will  withdraw  that  assent. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— What  I 
ask  for  will  be,  at  any  rate,  some  prefer- 
ence to  Great  Britain  on  an  item  where  a 
preference  should  be  crffered.  If  the  Trea- 
surer sees  reason  to  depart  from  what  he 
said,  I  am  not  desirous  of  holding  him  to 
his  impetuous  statement,  but  there  is  no 
fear  of  the  concession  injuring  the  Austra- 
lian industrv.  This  is  a  special  line,  which 
Great  Britain  can  produce,  and  it  looks 
curious  that  we  should  not  give  her  a  pre- 
ference. 

Mr.  Mathews. — We  can  give  her  a  pre- 
ference by  agreeing  to  rates  of  30  and  25 
per  cent,  respectively. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  do  not 
care  about  that  sort  of  preference.  If  the 
Treasurer  objects  to  it,  I  will  not  press  my 
amendment  to  a  divisicwi. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[10.13]. — Will  the  Treasurer  make  any 
proposal  on  this  item  to  stop  the  importa- 
tion of  dredges  by  public  bodies?  If  any 
one  ought  to  support  local  industries,  the 
members  of  public  bodies  should  do  so. 
In  Victoria,  where  the  settled  policy  of 
the  people  is  protection,  a  numb^  of  men 
who  take  public  positions  on  bodies  like 
the  Harbor  Trust  and  the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works  import  all  they  can  when 
they  get  the  opjx>rtunity,  especially, 
dredges,  which  could  well  come  under  this 
item. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [10.14]. — I  should  like  very  much  to 
deal  with  dredges,  but  I  am  afraid  the 
debate  which  would  result  would  be  too 
l<Mig.  Another  important  reason  why  we 
should  hesitate  before  taking  a  step  of 
that  kind  is  that  the  duty  would  affect  pub- 
lic bodies,  and  raise  the  question  of  taxing 
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their  importations.  I  do  not  think  the  im- 
position of  a  duty  of  that  kind  would  be 
very  popular  with  the  States.  We  should 
not  allow  that  considuotion,  of  course,  to 
be  paramount,  but  I  should  hesitate  before 
making  at  this  stage  a  pn^>osal  which 
would  give  rise  to  a  long  debate,  even  if 
we  could  get  it  through  at  all. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thouson. — In  order  to 
save  debate,  I  beg  leave  to  withdraw  the 
amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Item  agreed  to. 

Item  390  (Oars  and  skulls);  item  391 
(Carpet  sweepers,  &c.);  item  392 
(Brushes) ;  and  item  593  (Cdce),  agreed 
to. 

Item  394.    Manures,  fiee. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [10.17].— I 
understand  that  the  Treasurer  intends  to 
propose  to  impose  a  duty  00  manures. 

Mr.  WiLKs. — Manures  are  not  an  Aus- 
tralian production. 

Mr.  CHANTER.—I  can  assure  the 
honorable  member  that  the  production  of 
manures  is  an  Australian  industry,  in  which 
j^i  ,000,000  has  been  invested  m  plant  in 
New  South  Wales  alc»e,  and  in  which,  in 
the  same  State,  .^^100,000  a  year  is  paid 
in  wages.  Those  who  have  invested  their 
capital  are  penalized  to  the  extent  that  they 
have  to  pay  duty  on  the  bags  they  use, 
whereas  Japanese  manures,  bags  included, 
are  admitted  free. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  shall  read 
the  sworn  evidence  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  CHANTER.—I  am  speaking  on 
the  authority  of  the  gentleman  at  the  head 
of  the  firm  in  New  South  Wales  to  which 
I  have  referred.  Further,  I  have  myself 
seen  at  Yarraville,  Victoria,  an  establish- 
ment in  which  a  large  number  of  men  find 
employmrat.  Sulphur  is  the  basis  of  this 
artificial  manure,  and  has  to  be  imported 
ixora  Japan. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomsw. — ^A  good  deal  is 
imported  from  Sicily. 

Mr.  CHANTER.  —  The  information 
given  to  me  in  reference  to  this  industry  I 
have  verified,  as  far  as  possible,  by  my 
own  observation.  Those  interested  in  the 
enterprise  have  to  oxnpete  with  manufac- 
turers alnmd,  who  emplc^  low*paid 
coloured  labour,  and  send  the  product  here 
in  fOTeign  ships  manned  by  coloured  sea- 
men. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Any  duty  will 
fall  upon  the  Australian  farmers. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— In  reply,  I  may 
point  out  that  the  Australian  farmers,  for 


whose  interests  I  have  the  greatest  regard, 
were  at  one  time  called  upon  to  pay  jCt 
and  upwards  a  ton  for  their  artifiaal 
manures,  but  now,  in  consequeix»  of  the 
competition  caused  by  looal  producticxi, 
they  are  supplied  at  5s.  and  £a  ios. 
per  tcm. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— The  price  has 
been  reduced  all  over  the  world. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber must  not  tell  me  that,  because  I  have 
been  engaged  in  farming,  and  speak  with 
some  knowledge.  In  cxjnsequence  of  the  in- 
ternal ctvapetition,  Australian  farmers  are 
now  getting  an  article  equal,  if  not 
superior,  in  quality  to  imported  manures, 
at  a  reduced  price. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Mudi  of  the  impOTted 
manure  has  been  proved  defective. 

Mr.  CHANTER.—I  know  from  the 
farmers  to  which  firm  they  give  preference, 
but  I  am  now  merely  treating  the  questicHi 
in  a  general  way.  The  Treasurer  might 
well  ask  the  Committee,  and  the  Com- 
mittee might  well  agree,  to  impose  duties 
of,  say,  15  per  cent,  and  10  per  cent.,  in 
order  to  give  the  Australian  manufacturers 
some  iittle  advantage  over  their  Japanese 
competitor.  It  is  true  that  very  little  of 
this  manure  is  from  Great  Britain,  but  still 
a  preference  might  be  given  in  the  Tariff. 
The  Australian  manufacturer  has  to  pay 
Australian  rates  of  wages  and  observe  Aus- 
tralian conditicxis,  and  it  would  only  be 
an  act  of  justice  to  afford  the  iHotecticxi  I 
have  suggested. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Daliev)  [10.24].— These 
manures  were  free  under  the  old  Tariff, 
both  secti<ms  of  the  Tariff  CommissicMi  re- 
commended that  they  should  be  free,  and 
they  appear  as  free  in  the  Tariff  now  under 
discussion.  The  phosphates,  whidi  are  the 
main  component,  come  from  Ocean  Island, 
off  the  north-east  coast  of  Australia,  where 
thne  is  estimated  to  be  something  like 
12,000,000  tons  in  natural  formaticHi. 
These  phosphates  are  brought  to  Australia, 
and  here  treated  with  suIpHuric  acid,  whuli 
is  produced  from  imported  sulphur. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Some  sulphur  is  ob- 
tained from  Tasmania. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Quite  so.  Many  of  the 
workmen,  to  whom  the  honorable  member 
for  Riverina  refers,  are  employed  in  turning 
these  phosphates  into  superphosphates ;  and 
it  would  be  protection  run  mad  to  impose  a 
dutv  on  an  article  every  ton  of  which  means 
ndditional  wealth  to  the  whole  of  the  con- 
tinent. Surelv  the  Treasurer  will  not 
abandon  the  proposal  he  has  made  in  this 
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Tariff.  Any  one  can  see  the  farce  of  sug- 
gesting a  preference  to  the  United  King- 
d<xn,  which  impOTts  manures  frcxu  other 
parts  of  the  world ;  and  if  a  man  were,  in- 
clined to  be  a  protectionist,  such  an  extreme 
proposal  as  that  suggested  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Riverina  would  cause  Um  to 
take  alarm. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [10.25]. 
— I  join  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Riverina  in  asking  the  Treasurer  to  put 
a  duty  on  manures.  If  I  thought  that 
the  farmers  would  be  penalized  in  any  way 
I  should  not  advocate  a  duty,  but  the  ex- 
perience in  South  Australia  is  quite  to 
the  opposite  effect.  In  that  State  some 
vears  ago  the  whole  of  the  manures  used 
Were  imported,  and  the  importers,  having 
the  field  to  themselves,  charged  £7  per 
ton.  This  price  was  so  excessive  that  the 
Labour  Party  urged  the  State  Govemaient 
to  do  as  had  previously  been  dme  in  the 
case  of  wire  netting — which,  by  the  way, 
was  being  imported  at  £5  or  £6  below  the 
price  charged  to  the  fanners— and  import  a 
shipment  of  manures.  The  importers  at 
onre  came  to  the  Government  and  said, 
"  If  vou  will  not  import  manures,  we  will 
agree  to  reduce  our  prices  to  £5  7s  "  ;  and 
from  this  it  will  be  seen  that  they  had 
not  only  been  leaving  themselves  a  large 
margin  of  profit,  but  had  actually  been 
robbing  the  farmers.  The  imported  man- 
ures were  so  badly  adulterated  that,  again. 
Parliament  had  to  step  in  ;  and  I  assisted 
to  pass  a  Bill  in  the  State  Parliament  in 
order  to  secure  the  puritv  of  the  article. 
Then  it  was'  discovered  that  there  are 
plentv  of  phosphates  in  Australia.  Tn 
addition  to  the  plant  mentioned  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Riverina.  there  is 
one  at  Port  Adelaide ;  but  I  am  assured 
that  the  Ne%v  South  Wales  plant  alone  is 
capable,  with  the  local  phosjAates,  of  sup- 
plying all  the  manures.  re<^uired  in  Aus- 
tralia. The  price  has  been  reduced  to 
£4  5s.  per  ton.  and  that  reduction  is  due 
entirdv  to  the  operation  of  the  local  mills. 
I  feel  certain  that  if  we  destroy  the  com- 
petition caused  bv  the  Australian  indus- 
try we  shall  revert  to  the  old  conditions. 
I  have  no  doirlit  that  in  some  of  the  States, 
where  there  is  no  preventive  legislation, 
the  farmers  are  suffering  from  adulteration 
just  as  the  South  Australian  farmers  suf- 
fered. The  Treasurer,  I  think,  will  admit 
that  it  would  be  fflilv  fair  to  impose  a 
small  dutv  for  the  encouragement  of  an 
industry  "capable  of  supplying  the  re- 
quirements of  Australia  at  a  fair  price. 


Honwable  members  who  oppose  such  a 
duty  do  so  simply  because  they  have  not 
gcHie  into  the  matt^,  and  do  not  know 
the  facts  of  the  case. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Pwts) 
[10.28]. — No  one  can  ccmtend  that  these 
manures  cannot  be  locally  produced  in 
sufficient  quantities,  seeing  that  there  are 
manufacturers  sufficiently  numerous  to  turn 
out  more  manures  than  are  required  in  Aus- 
tralia. In  1902  the  price  was  £j^  15s., 
and  now  it  is  £4  5s. ;  and  this  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  industry  has  been  started 
in  Australia.  The  hwiorable  member  for 
Indi,  and  the  hmorable  member  for  Gram- 
pians, both  bdna  Victorian  members, 
know  how,  some  few  years  ago,  the  im- 
ported manures  were  prov^  to  have 
dropped  below  the  previous  standard. 
Seeing  that  we  can  produce  a  good  article, 
and  that  our  manufacturers  have  to  pay  a 
duty  upcm  their  bags  

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  error  of 
levying  a  duty  up(Mi  their  bags  was  pointed 
out  when  the  item  was  under  consideration. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— But  I  may  tell  the 
honorable  member  that  I  believe  in  ex- 
tending piotecticm  to  the  bag-makers  as  well 
as  to  the  manufacturers  of  manure.  I  trust 
that  the  Treasurer  will  agree  to  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  duty  of  15  per  cent,  or  10  per 
cent,  upon  this  commodity. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[10.32]. — I  am  very  much  surprised  to  find 
some  representatives  of  the  pocffer  States  of 
the  Cnnmonwealth  ad\'Ocating  a  proposal  tn 
make  manures  more  eocpfflisive.  In  South 
Australia  the  use  'of  oMicentrating  manures 
has  revolutionized  the  farming  industry.  I 
speak  of  that  State  specially  because  it  is 
a  lean  State  notwithstandini:  that  it  covers 
such  a  vast  area.  If  millions  of  tons  of 
manures  were  accessible  to  the  farmers  of 
South  Australia  at  a  cheap  rate,  it  would 
become  one  of  our  greatest  States. 
I  have  Ijeen  told  that  since  the  far- 
mers there  have  been  using  concentrated 
manures  they  have  been  enabled  to  make 
land  remunerative  which  previously  would 
not  pay  for  ploughing.  The  effect  of  im- 
posing a  duty  upon  this  item  must  inevi- 
tably be  to  make  manures  more  expensive. 
In  mv  opinion  they  are  already  expensive 
enough,  seeing  that  the  best  kinds  range  in 
value  up  to  £6  and  £7  a  ton.  We  know 
that  in  the  past  the  sale  of  manures  was 
characterized  bv  a  ereat  deal  of  fraud. 
But  there  is  fraud  in  even'"  fl^pact joent  of 
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Mr.  PoYNTON. — Some  of  the  local  ven- 
dors of  manures  were  the  biggest  umiers. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— In  the  more 
enlightened  States,  however,  legislation  has 
been  enaaed  under  which  the  purchaser  of 
any  manure  may  have  a  sample  of  it 
analyzed,  and  if  it  is  not  up  to  standard 
the  vendor  may  be  punished.  To  a  large 
extent  this  legislation  has  checked  the  evil 
which  was  previously  rampant.  I  need 
scarcely  point  out  that  within  thirty  miles 
of  Sydney  there  is  to  be  found  land  which 
is  not  worth  5s.  per  acre,  but  which  bv  the 
use  of  manures  can  be  made  worth  jQio  per 
acre.  I  shall  vote  against  the  proposal  to 
levy  a  duty  upon  this  cwnmodity,  because  I 
know  that  it  woufd  have  to  be  paid  by  the 
farmer. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [10.36].— I  am 
astonished  that  a  proposition  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  increase  the  price  of  manures. 

Mr.  Chanter. — No  such  proposal  has 
been  put  forward. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— That  is  what  it 
means.  The  imposition  of  a  duty  upon 
manures  is  advocated  <xily  by  the  represen- 
tatives of  metropolitan  constituencies.  It  is 
quite  true — as  has  been  pointed  out  by  the 
honwable  member  for  Robertson — that  in 
South  Australia  we  had  to  enact  legislation 
to  prevent  the  .adulteration  of  manures.  But 
who  were  the  worst  offenders  in  that  con- 
nexi(»i?  Undoubtedly  they  were  some  of 
the  local  vendors,  who  were  actually  digging 
up  soil  upon  the  adjacent  i^trands  and  sell- 
ing it  as  manure.  The  use  of  manures  has 
brought  under  cultivatitm  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  acres  which  were  previously  re- 
garded as  worthless. 

Mr.  Glynn. — In  some  cases  it  has  in- 
creased the  value  of  land  threefold. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Yes.  I  maintain  that 
under  this  Tariff  the  farmer  is  already 
called  upon  to  pay  more  than  his  fair  share 
of  taxation.  I  am  astcxiished  that  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Riverina,  who  is  a  far- 
mers' representative,  should  endeavour  to 
penalize  that  class  more  than  it  ha-s  already 
been  penalized.  What  benefit  will  the  far- 
mer derive  from  this  Tariff?  He  has  to 
compete  in  the  markets  of  the  wwld,  and  he 
cannot  work  eight  hours  a  dav. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  poor  farmer  again  ' 

Mr.  POYNTON.— It  is  all  very  well 
for  the  honorable  member  to  «iclaim,  "  The 
poor  farmer  again  !  "  but  I  could  trundle  a 
wheelbarrow  over  his  constituency.  Before 
a  duty  is  imposed  upon  manures,  I  shall 
have  to  be  removed  from  the  chamber. 


Mr.  Chantes. — What  does  the  honorsLk 
member  mean  by  that  statement  ? 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  mean  that  this, 
proposal  will  never  be  carried  whilst  I  am 
able  to  stand  upon  my  feet  in  opposition 
to  it.  Who  has  recommended  the  ihiposi- 
tion  of  a  duty  upon  manures  ?  Have  not 
both  sections  of  the  Tariff  Commission  re- 
commended that  this  commodity  should  be 
placed  upon  the  free 'list?  If  the  honOT- 
able  member  for  Melbourne  Prarts  had  to 
submit  to  half  the  disabilities  to  which  the 
farmers  upon  poor  lands  are  subjected,  he 
would  not  advocate  a  proposal  of  this  sort. 
I  represent  a  State  which  contains  a  larger 
area  of  poor  land  

Mr.  Mathews. — And  poor  farmers. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  do  not  know  that 
poverty  is  a  crime.  It  may  be  in  Port 
Melbourne. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber referring  to  the  fanners  who  grow  half 
a  bushel  of  wheat  to  the  acre? 

Mr.  POYNTON.— My  statement  upon 
a  previous  occasion — as  will  be  seen  by  re- 
ference to  Hansard — was  that  during  a 
period  of  ten  years,  certain  farmers  in 
South  Australia  had  not  averaged  one 
bushel  of  wheat  per  acre.  I  further 
stated  that  that  wheat  had  been  sold  foi 
as  low  a  price  as  is.  4d.  per  bushel,  and 
I  know  that  my  assertioi  is  true.  Realizing 
the  climatic  omditions  with  which  agri-- 
culturists  have  to  contend  in  the  arid  por- 
tions of  South  Australia,  the  uncertainty  of 
the  seas(»is,  and  the  fact  that  they  are 
faced  with  the  vermin  pest,  I  should  be  re- 
creant to  my  trust  as  their  representative 
if  I  did  not  oppose  the  proposal  under 
consideration  as  long  as  I  had  breath  in 
my  body. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Two  can  play  at  that 
game,  and  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  last 
the  honorable  member  out. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— We  shall  see.  The 
only  reason  advanced  in  favour  of  a  duty 
being  levied  upon  manures,  is  the  fact  that 
an  impost  has  been  placed  upon  bags. 

Mr.  Chanter. — The  honorable  member 
assisted  to  allow  of  the  importation  of 
Japanese  bags  free. 

Mr.  POYNTON.~The  cry  of  the  cheap 
labour  of  Japan  is  raised  upon  everv  oc- 
casion that  protectionists  desire  to  levy  an 
import  duty.  They  fwget  that  our 
farmers  have  to  compete  with  that  cheap 
labour  in  the  markets  of  the  world.  Thr 
wheat -growers'  market  is'T.ondon,'  and  he 
has  alreidy  been  sufficiently  i)enaii7ed  under 
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this  Tariff.  There  is  no  free  machinery 
for  the  fanner.  While  the  man  who  has 
a  factory  is  able  to  obtain  .his  machinery 
free  in  many  cases,  the  fanaa  gets  nothing 
free.  If  the  Treasurer  suppiMrts  this  pro* 
positi(m,  he  will  hear  more  about  the  mat- 
ter. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  (Barker)  [10.46].— 
I  should  like  the  Tiieasurer  to  tell  the 
Committee  whether  he  intends  to  move  to 
make  the  duties  on  superphosphates  15 
and  10  per  cent.  If  he  does,  I  shall  have 
something  to  say  on  the  subject.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  he  allows  manures  to  re- 
main on  the  free  list,  as  I  hop>e  be  will, 
there  need  be  no  more  discusucxi. 

Mr.  Cbouch. — ^Would  the  honorable 
member  agree  to  a  duty  of  5  per  cent.  ? 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON.— I  would  not 
agree  to  anv  dutv. 

Mr.  CARR  (Slacquarie)  [10.48].— There . 
is  a  misunderstanding  as  to  what  has  been 
suggested,  the  desire  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Riverina  being  to  impose  a 
duty,  not  on  manures  generally,  but  on 
superphosphates,  which  are  largely  worked 
up  in  the  Commonwealth  into  a  commercial 
oxnmodity.  This  duty  is  asked  for  be* 
cause  the  bags  containing  the  imported 
superphosphates  are  imputed  free  of  duty, 
whereas  the  persons  who  prepare  super- 
phosphates locally  have  to  pay  a  duty  on 
the  bags  which  they  use. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  pointed  that 
out  wlien  we  were  discussing  the  duty  on 
bags. 

Mr.  CARR.— In  my  opinion,  the  end 
can  best  be  met  by  imposing  a  duty  on 
superphospliates.  Superphosphate  manures 
are  produced  more  cheaply  in  Japan  than 
here. 

Mr.  Wilson. — We  have  the  cheapest 
sulphuric  acid  and  rock  phosphates  in  the 
world. 

Mr.  CARR. — Yes :  but  labour  is  much 
cheaper  in  Japan.  That,  although  a  mis- 
fortune to  the  Japanese  people  themselves, 
gives  an  advantage  to  the  commercial  en- 
terprises of  the  country.  I  should  like  to 
know  whether  the  Minister  is  prepared  to 
move  in  this  matter.  The  amount  invested 
in  the  industry  in  the  Ccmimonwealth  is 
about  000,000,  while  the  wages  paid 
to  the  men  emplOTed  in  it  come  to 
;^io4,ooo  a  year. 

Mr.  Chanter. — The  men  employed 
number  800. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— What  autho- 
rity has  the  honorable  member  for  Mac- 
']uirie  for  his  statemmts? 


Mr.    McWiLUAHS.  —  Where   is  there 

1, 000,000  invested  in  this  industry? 

Mr.  Mathews. — ^There  are  two  large 
establishments  in  my  electorates 

Blr.    McWilliaks.  —  There   is  not 

1, 000,000  invested  in  them. 

Mr.  CARR. — ^I  have  not  received  valua- 
tions frcMu  certificated  valuers;  1  speak 
from  information  lecdved  from  proprieton 
and  employes. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  Tariff 
Coiunission  published  swwn  evidoice  by 
manufacturers  which  was  available  to  the 
honorable  member. 

Mr.  CARR. — AH  the  information  ob- 
tainable in  regard  to  the.  industry  may  not 
have  been  gathered  by  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion. It  is  only  when  adversity  besets  in- 
dustries, as  when  it  besets  indi\'iduals,  that 
an  outcry  is  raised.  Had  it  not  been  for 
the  duty  on  bags  we  should  not  have  heard 
the  protest  which  is  now  being  made  <m 
behalf  of  the  focal  manufacturers  of  super* 
phosfrfiate  manures. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — They  can,  and 
do,  use  bags  which  have  been  impcvted  free 
of  duty. 

Mr.  CARR. — That  is  a  reflection  on  the 
administration  of  the  Customs  Department 
The  honorable  member  for  Grey  has  said 
that  the  proposed  duty  will  increase  the 
price  of  manures  to  the  farmers.  That  is 
the  stock  argument  of  those  who  are  op- 
posed to  duties,  tbe  legislators  who  ad- 
vance it  being  afraid  to  move  fontud. 
Their  policy  is  one  of  stagnation  and  stulti- 
fication. They  fear  the  consequences  of 
any  move  forward.  We,  who  advo- 
cate the  imposition  of  duties,  recognise 
that  there  is  a  certain  amount  of 
danger  attending  it ;  but  the  Govern- 
ment have  to-night  placed  before  us 
the  outline  of  a  scheme  for  protecting 
the  workers  and  preventing  tbe  con- 
sumers from  being  victimized.  They  axe 
in  sympathy  with  efforts  to  pcevent  the  in- 
cidence of  protectivo  duties  becoming  un- 
duly burdensome.  I  admit  that  these 
duties  will  not  create  ft  paradise  of  cbeap- 
ness.  But  cheapness  is  not  everything.  If 
we  could  get  for  notlung  everything  Uiat 
we  want,  we  should  become  effete,  and  de- 
cay. A  nation  that  makes  its  own  Koods 
has  a  manhood  of  better  type  than  one 
which  makes  no  sudi  effort  I  urge  the 
Minister  to  do  something  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  GLYNN  <Angas)  [10.53].— In  the 

tana  iias,  in  maiiy'''pxaonr  aeerg^nlcretseu 
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threefold  by  the  use  of  superphosphates. 
I  speak  without  prejudice  in  this  matter, 
and  only  as  I  am  guided  by  my  sense  df 
what  ought  to  be  done.  There  are  many 
large  phosphate  deposits  in  South  Austra- 
lia, and,  in  fact,  in  my  district,  and  wbere- 
ever  "there  is  an  indication  of  the  presence 
of  superphosphate  there  are  persons  ready 
to  enter  into  agreements  with  the  farmers 
for  the  right  of  mining  for  it.  If  I  were 
to  study  my  interests  as  a  member,  I  might 
favour  a  duty  on  superphosphates,  because 
a  good  many  persons  in  my  district  are 
making  these  into  manure,  and  the  price 
paid  for  the  raw  material  depends,  not 
only  on  its  quality^  but  also  upon  the  price 
obtained  for  the  manure  made  from  it. 
Some  persfKis  have  asked  me  to  support 
a  duty,  but  I  do  not  feel  disposed  to  do 
so,  especially  in  view  of  the  splendid  re- 
sults which  have  followed  the  use  of 
superphosphates  in  South  Australia.  There 
is  practically  an  unlimited  demand  for 
superphosphate'manures. 

Mr.  Carr. — ^And  an  unlimited  supply 
here. 

Mr.  GLYXX.— I  think  that  if  the  im- 
portations were  stopped,  the  local  pro- 
duction would  not  meet  the  demand,  so 
that  there  is  not  much  fear  of  injuring 
those  who  manufacture  superphosphates 
into  manure,  if  we  continue  to  allow  super- 
phosphates to  be  imported  free  of  duty. 
I  hope  that  the  Government  will  not  add 
to  the  burdens  of  the  farmer  by  imposing 
a  duty  on  superj^osphates. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — A  South  Australian 
representative  has  shown  that  what  was 
done  in  that  State  reduced  the  price  of 
superphosphates. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— He  said  so;  but  twenty- 
eight  years  ago  the  price  of  superphos- 
phates was  between  j£,^  and  jQs  a  ton,  the 
price  of  manures  ranging  from  to  £xs 
a  ton,  according  to  quality;  and  Peruvian 
guano  selling  at  ^£14  los.  a  ton.  The 
fluctuations  in  the  price  of  superphosphates 
has  not  been  caused  by  anything  that  has 
occurred  in  South  Australia  within  the  last 
three  or  four  years. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — A  witiwss  be- 
fore the  Tariff  Commission  said  that  the 
prices  were  about  the  same  thirty  vears 
jgo. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— Yes.  A  duty  on 
this  item  mav  shut  out  manures  which 
may  be  moKe  usefal  to  fanners  than 
ioiBe  of  those  manufactured  locally.  Ridi 


deposits  of  natural  manures,  like  the  Peru- 
vian guano  deposits,  may  be  discovered. 

Mr.  Chanter. — I  suggested  a  duty  on 
superphosphates,  not  on  manures. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— I  thought  that  the  sug- 
^ticHi  was  to  impose  a  duty  on  all 
manures. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  not  moved 
any  amendment.  Why  do  not  honorable 
members  vote  for  the  item  as  it  stands? 

Mr.  GLYNN.— The  Treasurer  would  do 
better  if  he  told  us  what  he  proposed  to 
do,  instead  of  sitting  like  a  sphinx.  He 
has  been  asked  several  times  what  the  Go- 
vernment policy  is. 

Mr.  HuHE  Cook. — It  is  on  the  paper. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— If  the  Treasurer  declares 
that  he  intends  that  manures  shall  be  free, 
he  will  stop  the  debate.  We  are  told  by 
the  Government  Whip  that  the  Gwemraent 
policy  is  on  the  paper. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE  (Grampians) 
[11. o]. — I  should  like  to  hear  the  Trea- 
surer express  an  opinion  chi  the  suggesti(Ki 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Riverina. 

Mr.  Livingston.  —  The  Government 
Whip  says  that  manures  are  to  be  free. 

Jlr.  Hume  Cook. — And  honorable  mem- 
bers will  find  that  he  is  right. 

Mr.  HAXS  IRVINE.— I  ask  the  Trea- 
surer to  tell  the  Cwnmittce  whether  Re  in- 
tends to  adhere  to  the  item  of  manures 
as  it  stands? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — He  does  not 
sav  so  now. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE.— Do  I  under- 
stand the  Trea.surer  to  say  that  he  intends 
to  adhere  to  the  item  as  printed? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No;  the  question 
before  the  Chair  at  the  present  time  is 
item  394 — "  Manures,  free."  If  I  make 
any  proposal  in  regard  to  superphosphates 
it  will  be  submitted  as  a  separate  item. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE.— I  hope  that  the 
honorable  i^ntleman  will  not  propose  a 
duty  on  superphosphates,  because  the  far- 
mer does  not  get  much  benefit  from  the 
prohibitive  protection  which  has  lieen 
passed. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  is  a  matter 
of  opinion. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE.— I  do  not  think 
that  the  farmer  should  be  taxed  any  more 
than  he  is,  and  I  certainly  hope  the  honor- 
nble  gentleman  does  not  propose  to  tax  his 
raw  material.  He  must  be  aware  of  the 
value  of  superphosphate  manures  to  the 
farmer.  He  must  know<^s^  atl  pver  Aus- 
tralia tens  of  ¥kbQSdtit^^^MHe^  which 
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at  one  time  were  considered  almost  worth- 
less, are  now  made  profitable  to  the  far- 
mer simply  by  the  use  of  those  manures. 
He  has  been  taught  how,  by  scientific  farm'- 
ing,  fallowing,  and  manuring,  he  can  pro- 
duce payable  crops,  thus  finding  employ- 
ment for  men  and  adding  to  the  wealth  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  proposal  is  to  make 
manures  free. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  want  to  take  a 
vote  on  this  item. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE.— If  all  manures 
are  going  to  be  free,  we  will  support  the 
h(»iorabIe  gentleman,  but  if  any  manures 
are  to  be  taxed  I  shall  be  quite  prepared 
to  speak  fw  an  hour  or  so. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  should  like  to 
hear  the  honorable  member  "  stone-wall- 
ing "  for  a  while. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE.— I  will  do  that 
when  it  is  necessary. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boolhby)  [11.2].— 
I  desire  to  ascertain  whether  the  Treasurer 
intends  to  propose  or  support  any  altera- 
tion in  this  line.  If  he  will  say  that  he 
does  not  intend  to  support  a  proposition  to 
impose  a  dutv  on  manures,  I  will  resume 
my  seat,  because  I  know  that  with  the 
help  of  the  Government  we  can  carrv  the 
item. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — No  one  else 
can  propose  a  duty. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— If,  however,  the 
Treasurer  intends  to  support  an  alteration 
of  the  duty  on  manures,  I  am  prepared  to 
speak  at  some  length. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Give  him  a 
chance,  and  then  we  will  see  what  he  in- 
tends to  do. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  will  resume  mv 
seat  with  the  greatest  pleasure  if  the  Trea- 
surer wants  to  get  up. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not  want  to 
get  up. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  appeal  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  acquaint  the  'Com- 
mittee with  the  policy  of  the  Government 
on  this  matter. 

Mr.  Salmon.  —  They  propose  that 
manures  shall  be  free. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— If  that  is  the  in- 
tention I  am  satisfied. 

Mr.  Salmon. — If  every  honorable  mem- 
ber who  represents  a  farming  constituencv 
wants  to  get  up  and  say  that  he  does  not 
wish  manure  to  be  free,  we  are  prepared 
to  listen  to  him. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  should  be  quite 
prepared  to  go  to  a  divisim  if  I  knew 


what  attitude  the  Government  toot.  If 
they  do  not  intend  to  submit  a  proposi- 
tion  

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  not  dcme  ot 
said  anything.  I  have  submitted  the  item 
to  the  Committee,  and  I  do  not  know  why 
the  honorable  member  should  suppose*  that 
1  intend  to  do  anything  else. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.  —  I  accept  that 
statement  as  an  intimation  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  does  not  intend  to  support 
any  alteration  of  the  item. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Koovong)  [11.7J._it  is  ne- 
cessary that  I  should,  address  the  Commit- 
tee, because  it  is  dealing  with  a  subject  in 
which  I  am  considerably  interested,  and  I 
prefer  not  to  vote.  I,  as  an  individual,  am 
opposed  to  any  effort  to  impose  a  duty  on 
superphosphate  manures.  I  have  been 
requested  to  state  that  if  the  Japanese 
material  continues  to  be  imported,  as  is 
proposed,  the  large  works  which  have  been 
started  by  the  companies  in  Svdnev,  Mel- 
lojrne,  and  Adelaide  mav  be  closed. 

Mr.  Chanter.  —  And  800  men  will  be 
thrown  out  of  employment. 
Mr.  McWiLLiAMS.— Rubbish. 
Mr.  KXOX.  —  I  am  in  j:  position  to 
speak  with  knowledge  and  authority.  I 
look  at  this  matter  purely  from  a  commer- 
cial stand-point.  At  the  present  time, 
fully  1,000  men  are  employed  at  the  \ari- 
ous  works.  The  Mount  Lyell  Companv 
are  engaged  in  erecting  large  works  in  Ade'- 
laide,  and  have  erected  in  Varraville  large 
works,  which  have  cost  nearlv  ^^90,000. 
It  must  be  understood  by  the  Committee 
tliat  those  works  must  cease  operations  if 
there  is  a  large  importation  of  this  material 
at  greatly  reduced  prices. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine.— That  is  not  likely  to 

occur. 

Mr.  KNOX. — I  do  not  know  that. 
Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — But  I  do. 
Mr.  Salmon.— The  Mount  Lyell  Com- 
pany are  selling  their  manure  at  5s.  per 
ton  less  than  the  vclue  certified  to  bv  the 
Government  Analyst. 

Mr.  KNOX.— That  is  all  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  farmers.  In  Victoria  there  is 
a  very  proper  Act  under  which  the  value 
of  the  superphosphates  is  regulated,  and 
the  companies  are  now  supplying  to  the 
farmers  a  manure  superior  to  the  im- 
ported article.  I  am  vice-chairman  of 
one  company;  but  the  application  to 
the  Minister  did  not  originate  from 
that  company,  but  /fr^J^-TOpther 
direction.      I    adigi  i^faib^M^^i^&ieiit 
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my  constituents,  and  not  any  private 
interests,  and  of  course  it  is  not  my  in- 
tention to  vote  on  a  qpestion  in  which  1 
have  so  prraunent  a  personal  interest. 
But  it  seemed  desirable  that  the  Ctxn- 
mittee  should  understand  that  the 
companies  have  not  the  slightest  intention 
of  increasing  the  cost  to  the  farmer  in  any 
way.  Such  an  idea  would  not  be  enter- 
tained for  a  single  moment.  The  com- 
panies are  prepared  to  give  a  five  years' 
guarantee  that  no  increase  will  be  made. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis.— Will  they  guar- 
antee to  reduce  prices? 

Mr.  KNOX.—Why  should  they  do  that? 
\  think  there  is  some  misapprehension  as  to 
tho  method  of  manufacture.  The  sul- 
phuric acid  is  made  frcwa  pyrites  and  sul- 
phur, which  can  be  easily  obtained  in 
Japan,  and  is  being  sent  down  to  Aus- 
tralia in  considerable  quantities  as  well  as 
the  superphosphates.  The  original  pro- 
posal of  the  Government  was  that  these 
manures  should  be  free;  but  representa- 
tions have  been  made  to  the  Treasurer  that 
a  labour  question  is  involved,  and  he  has 
^erv  properly  endeavoured  to  ascertain  the 
feeling  of  the  Committee.  He  has  left 
himself  in  the  hands  of  honorable  mem- 
bers as  to  what  course  should  be  taken. 

Mr.  PALMER  (Echuca)  [11.13]-— I  un- 
derstand that  the  position  is  that  the  Trea- 
surer has  been  asked  to  agree  to  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  duty  on  chemical  manures.  He 
has  not  definitely  agreed.     He  is  very  pro- 
j)frlv  waiting  to  ascertain  what  the  num- 
Lers  are.     It  is  not  often  that  I  venture 
into  the  realm  of  prophecy,  but  I  do  ven- 
ture to  say  that  this  question  is  of  such 
great  importance  to  the  material  welfare  of 
the  Commonwealth  that  any  Government 
which  proposed  to  impose  a  duty  which 
might  lead  to  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
price  of  what  is  an  absolute  necessity  to  the 
producers  would  have  a  very  short  life. 
This  is  one  of  the  matters  which  exemplify 
the  great  difficulty  of  arriving  at  anything 
like  a  scientific  system  of  protection.  Un- 
doubtedly the  men  who  are  engaged  in  pro- 
ducing chemical  manures  would,  under  a 
strictly  scientific  protectionist  Tariff,  be  en- 
titled to  their  modicum  of  protection.  There 
is  no  getting  away  from  that  argument. 
But  we  cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  the  obvious, 
and  it  is  utterly  unreascmable  to  propose 
that  we  should  tax  a  material  affecting  the 
■well-being  of  the  country  in  the  interests  of 
a  comparatively  few.    It  would  be  abso- 
lute suicide  to  do  so. 


Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  should  like  to 
take  a  vote  on  the  item  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  PALMER.— Is  the  Treasurer  pre- 
pue4  to  express  an  opini(»i  about  it  ?  The 
questicm  has  been  raised  several  times  as  to 
whether  the  impositicHi  of  a  duty  decreases 
the  price  of  an  article.  Because  the  prices 
of  some  commodities  have  been  reduced  it 
is  argued  that  that  is  the  result  of  protec- 
tion, whereas  the  reduction  of  the  prices  of 
many  articles  has  been  simply  due  to  the 
improvement  of  mechanical  contrivances. 

.Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [11.17].—! 
should  like  to  reply  to  a  few  of  the  state- 
ments made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Grey  and  the  honorable  member  for  Barker. 

Mr.  Archer. — The  honorable  member's 
speech  will  make  it  necessary  for  some  one 
else  to  speak  in  reply. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Very  well ;  I  under- 
stand that  the  honorable  member  is  pre- 
pared to  vote  on  this  matter  as  on  every- 
thing else  in  the  direction  of  giving  a  pre- 
ference to  the  foreigner  against  his  own 
countrymen.  If  this  item  goes  through  in 
the  manner  proposed  Australia  will  be  in 
the  disgraceful  positicm  of  protecting  the 
Japanese  against  her  own  manufactures. 

Mr.  Livingston.  —  The  Government 
which  the  honorable  member  supports  did  it. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  shall  deal  with  the 
honorable  member. 

Mr.  Livingston. — And  I  will  deal  with 
you,  too  ! 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  am  quite  prepared 
to-  deal  with  the  honorable  member  either 
inside  or  outside  the  chamber. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  ask  the  hon- 
orable member  not  to  be  personal. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Barker  was  personal  to  me,  and  I 
am  sufficient  of  an  Australian  to  hit  back  if 
a  man  hits  me ;  and  I  hit  at  once  and 
straight  from  the  shoulder.  Let  the  honor- 
able member  make  no  mistake  about  that. 
The  h(»iorabIe  members  to  whc»n  I  have  re- 
ferred have  p(Ked  as  the  special  friends  of 
the  farmer.  I  challenge  both  of  them  to 
show  that  they  ever  did  more  for  the  far- 
mer or  have  enjoyed  the  farmer's  confidence 
for  a  longer  period  than  I  have.  I  have 
had  that  confidence  because  I  have  been  a 
farmer  myself.  I  have  been  the  victim  of 
a  monopolistic  ring  which  would  crush  out 
the  last  drop  of  blood  in  the  shape  of  money 
f  rwn  the  producer. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — The  manufacturers 
of  chemical  manures  would'spraLfotm  a  rine 
if  they  got  a  du^P'^'^«^  .yT'-.^r^tYlt^ 
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Mr.  CHANTER.— My  suggestion  to  the 
Minister  was  not  to  impose  a  duty  upon  all 
manures,  Ixit  upon  superphosphates. 

Mr.  WiLSOH. — ^That  is  the  most  impor- 
tant of  all. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  am  not  personally 
interested  in  this  matter,  so  that  I  can 
speak  freely.  Is  it  not  important  that 
we  should  keep  in  employment  the  800 
men  engaged  in  the  industry  in  three 
States  ? 

Mr.  Wilson. — Have  we  not  heard  the 
same  statement  in  cwuiexion  with  every  in- 
dustry ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— We  have  heard  the 
statement  of  an  interested  party.  Is  it  not 
natural  to  conclude  that  if  we  slam  the 
door  on  the  Australian  manufacturer,  and 
say  to  him,  "  We  shall  ccwapel  you  to  pay 
duty  on  the  package,  but  we  shall  open 
our  arms  to  the  Japanese,  and  dlow  him 
to  send  in  his  manures  and  his  packages 
absolutely  free  " 

Mr.  Wilson. — These  bags  are  absolutely 

Mr.  CHANTER.— They  are  not 

Mr.  Wilson. — They  are. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  ask  the 
honorable  member  for  Corangamite  to  cease 
interjecting. 

Mr.  PoYKTON. — The  honorable  member 
for  Riverina  helped  to  impose  the  dutv  cm 
bags. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  for  Grey  and  others  will  recognise 
that  if  these  interjections  are  allowed  to 
continue  order  cannot  possibly  be  pre- 
served. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber goes  on  in  this  way,  we  shall  have  to 
reply. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— We  are  in  Commit- 
tee, and  if  the  honorable  member  for 
Riverina  makes  a  statement  to  which  any 
honorable  member  objects,  it  can  be  replied 
to. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — I  shall  certainly  reply. 

Mr.  CHAXTER.—This  comes  with  a 
very  ill-grace  from  the  honorable  member 
for  Grey,  who  worked  himself  into  a  fury 
in  his  defence  of  the  farmers.  Surely  I,  as 
a  farmers'  representative,  have  a  right  to 
put  my  experience  against  his. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — What  I  said  must  have 
gone  home. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— No  i  the  honorable 
member  is  absolutely  at  sea~  as  to  the  re- 
quirements of  the  farmers.  The  one  de- 
duction that  he  always  dmws  from  tlie 


imposition  of  a  duty  is  thac  the  farmer 
will  have  to  pay  it 

Mr.  PoYWTON. — My  constituents  are  the 
best  judge  of  that  matter. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 
member  for  Grey  must  cease  these  inter- 
jections. 

Mr.  PoYNTON.— The  honorable  member 
for  Riverina  must  oxifine  himself  to  the 

truth. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— If  the  honorable 
member  will  not  obey  my  ruling,  I  shall 
have  to  take  some  other  course. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — I  am  not  disobeying  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  do  not  desire  to 
create  any  ill-feeling. 

Mr.  PoYNTON.— Then  keep  to  the  truth. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— That  is  insulting. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honwable 
member  for  Grey  must  wididraw  tlu  re- 
mark. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Riverina  says  diat  I  do  not  know 
what  are  the  requirements  of  the  far- 
mers  

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  must  withdraw  unreservedly. 

Mr.  PoYMTON. — I  am  not  going  to  with- 
draw it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Do  I  understand 
that  the  hcmorable  member  will  not  with- 
draw the  remark? 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — When  the  honorable 
member  for  Riverina  says  that  I  do  not 
know  the  requirements  of  the  farmers,  he 
is  saying  what  is  not  triie.  When  he  with- 
draws that  remark,  I  will  withdraw  mine. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Will  the  honorable 
member  withdraw  the  remark? 

Mr.  PoyNTON.— I  shall  not.  I  am  not 
going  to  be  bounced  by  the  hcMXvable  mem- 
ber for  Riverina. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  again  ask  the 
honorable  member  for  Gre\-  to  withdraw 
the  remark. 

Mr.  PovNTON. — Will  you,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, ask  the  honorable  member  for 
Riverina  to  withdraw  the  statement  that  I 
do  not  know  what  are  the  requirements  of 
the  farmers? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  am  not  going  to 
allow  this  to  ccmtinue  any  further.  I  name 
Mr.  Povntcm  for  disobeying  the  ruling  of 
the  Chair. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.— I  hope  that  the 
honorable  manber  fat  G«y  wilLnot  per- 
sist in  his  refu^&itit|tit^y£yQ[e 
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Mr.  PoYNTON. — Why  does  the  honorable 
m^ber  for  Ri\%rina  make  a  statement  that 
is  not  true? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyme. — According  to  the 
Standing  Orders  I  am  called  upon  to  take 
a  very  disagreeable  step.  I  hope  that  the 
hoHOTable  member  will  withdraw  bis  re- 
mark, and  so  save  me  from  moving  as  £ 
must  do  that  he  be  suspmded  fiom  the 
service  of  the  House.  I  shall  be  very  re- 
luctant to  do  so,  and  I  ask  the  honorable 
member  not  to  force  me  into  such  an  un- 
fortunate position. 

Mr.  PoYNTON.—In  deference  to  the 
Chair,  I  withdraw  it.  I  now  ask  you,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  call  upon  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Riverina  to  withdraw  the  statement 
that  I  do  not  know  what  are  the  require- 
ments of  the  faimers. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  am  sure  that  if 
the  h<»iorable  member  for  Riverina  has 
made  any  statement  to  which  the  htxiorable 
member  objects  be  will  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  am  utterly  at  a 
loss  to  know  what  statement  I  have  made 
to  which  the  honorable  member  ccmld  take 
excepti<Hi  as  being  personal.  If,  in  the 
heat  of  debate,  I  have  made  a  statemrat 
to  which  he  objects  I  unreservedly  with- 
draw it.  No  one  regrets  more  than  I  do 
what  has  taken  place.  The  honorable 
member  for  Grey,  I  am  sure,  will  admit 
that  he  seems  always  to  throw  out  a  cbal* 
lenge  to  other  representatives  of  the  far- 
mers. I  rose  only  for  the  purpose  of  doing 
what  I  conceived  to  be  my  duty.  The  hon* 
orable  member  for  Grey  seems  to  think 
that  if  a  duty  be  imposed  upm  any  ar- 
ticle the  farmer  has  to  pay  for  it  I  take 
an  entirely  different  view.  I  have  always 
held  that  if  by  the  imposition  of  a  duty 
rai  any  artictes  used  by  the  farmer  its  local 
manufacture  is  stimulated  and  competition 
created  the  farmer  is  benefited.  I  have 
proved  that  the  manufacture  of  superphos- 
phates in  Australia  has  resulted  within  the 
last  five  years  in  the  farmer  securing  tbem 
at  358.  per  ton  less  than  he  had  to  pay 
before.  I  feel,  however,  that  if  we  allow 
things  to  remain  as  they  are,  the  800  men 
now  engaged  in  the  industry  in  Australia 
will  be  driven  out  of  it.  Over  ,000,000 
has  been  invested  in  the  industry  in  three 
of  the  States,  and  last  year  ;^ioo,ooo  was 
paid  in  wages.  By  penalizing  the  men 
employed  in  the  industry  we  shall  take 
money  out  of  their  pockets  and  put  it  in 
the  pockets  of  the  importers.  The  object  of 
free-trade  is  to  place  every  one  on  even  terms. 
Tt  was  proposed,  not  merely  that  the  Aus- 


tralian manufacturer  should  compete  openly 
with  the  foreign  manufacturer,  but  that  he 
should  be  under  penalties  in  having  to  pay 
higher  rates  of  wages,  and  work  under 
disabilities  which  did  not  affect  his  foreign 
competitOT.    Honorable  members  opposite 

fo  further,  and  say  that  the  article  whtdi 
e  requires  as  a  package  for  the  product 
he  manufactures  must  pay  a  duty,  whilst 
they  are  prepared  to  allow  the  manure  and 
the  package  in  which  it  is  ccmtalned  to  be 
imported  free  from  Japan.  Honorable, 
members  cannot  deny  that  the  dlect  of  Tn- 
temat  competiticm  in  this  instance  has  had 
the  result  of  reducing  the  price  of  the 
article  to  the  farmer  from  ;£6  to  j£4  5s. 
per  tcwi. 

Mr.  Batchelob. — Why  did  not  the  hon- 
orable member  help  me  to  have  manure 
bags  imported  free? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  do  not  thinlc  I  was 
present  wh»i  that  item  was  dealt  with. 

Mr.  Sinclair. — Will  not  the  imposition 
of  a  duty  make  bags  cheap  in  Australia  in 
the  same  way? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Honorable  members 
opposite  are  charging  the  Australian  manu- 
facturer a  duty  on  the  bags  he  requires, 
whilst  they  are  prepared  to  let  the  Japanese 
manufacturer  send  his  bags  into  tite  Com- 
monwealth duty  free.  My  only  interest 
in  this  matter  is  to  benefit  the  farmer  by 
keeping  local  competitors  in  the  fielti 
against  the  imports  of  the  foreign  article. 
I  should  be  blind  to  his  interests  if 
I  gave  a  vote  which  would  have  the  effect 
of  increasing  the  price  of  the  article. 
When  c<»npetition  in  the  production  of  any 
article  is  removed,  the  price  is  increased  to 
the  consumer,  and  if  it  is  maintained  the 
price  is  kept  at  a  fair  level. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — Let  us  take  a  vote, 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Grampians  and  I  take  diametrically 
opposite  views  of  this  questicHi.  I  am  pie- 
pared  to  vote,  as  an  Australian  patriot,  in 
favour  of  the  protecticm  of  Australian  in- 
dustries. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — And  as  the  farmers' 
friend. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— And  as  the  farmers* 
friend.  I  have  represented  fanners  for  the 
last  twentv-three  years  in  the  Parliament  of 
New  South  Wales  and  the  Commonwealth 
Parliament.  In  spite  of  the  efforts  of  hon- 
orable members  opposite,  with  thousands  of 
pounds  behind  them  to  prevent  my  return . 
the  farmers  ha\'e  remained  true  to  me. 
This  is  not  merely  a  matter  of  theory  with 
me.     I  was  facing:' ^V^Q^^gjySore  the 
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establishment  of  the  manufacturiiig  indus- 
tries, brought  into  being  by  the  protective 
Tariff  of  Victoria,  and  for  the  implements 
I  used  I  had  to  pay  loo  per  cent,  more 
than  the  price  for  which  they  can  now  be 
obtained  in  the  CwnmtKiwealth.  I  admit 
the  value  of  manures  and  superphosphates, 
and  wherever  I  go  I  recommend  their  use 
to  the  farmers.  I  need  not  mention  names, 
but  I  am  aware  that  time  after  time,  by 
analysis,  farmers  lyive  discovered  that  they 
have  been  imposed  upon  with  rubbish  in 
the  shape  of  imported  manures,  and  might 
just  as  well  have  put  sand  into  the  soil. 
Where  the  manufacture  is  carried  out  under 
local  legislation  and  supervision,  the  far- 
mer knows  that  he  can  get  a  pure  article, 
which  will  increase  his  crop.  He  wishes 
that  the  Australian  manufacturer  of  manure 
shall  continue  in  existence,  and  if  he  were 
a  member  of  this  Committee  he  would  be 
found  assisting  the  Australian  manufac- 
turer to  continue  his  competition  against 
the  foreign  manufacturers  of  manures.  If 
honorable  members  have  made  up  their 
minds  to  protect  the  foreigner,  the  respon- 
sibility is  theirs,  and  not  mine.  I  have 
pointed  out  the  position,  but  hcxiOTable 
members  <^posite,  true  to  their  policy,  pro- 
pose to  penalize  the  Australian  farmers  and 
protect  their  "brother  Jap." 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North  Syd- 
ney) [11.39]. — If  he  wishes  to  curtail  the 
debate,  I  ask  the  Treasurer  to  state  what 
his  attitude  is  upon  this  item.  I  have  no 
wish  to  detain  the  Cwnmittee,  but  I  could 
show  that  some  statements  which  have  been 
made  are  not  in  accordance  with  the  facts. 
The  honorable  member  for  RIverina  Tias 
stated  that  there  Is  ;^^i,ooo,ooo  fixed  in- 
\-estment  in  this  industry  in  Australia. 
From  personal  knowledge,  and  also  from 
sworn  e\-idence  given  before  the  Tariff 
Commission,  I  am  in  a  pcwiticHi  to  say  that 
that  statement  is  an  exaf;geration. 

Mr.  Chanter. — If  the  honorable  mem- 
!)er  will  not  accept  mv  statement,  will  he 
not  accept  the  statement  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Kooyong.  who  has  asserted 
that  there  is  more  than  ;£i  ,000,000  in  this 
industry  ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  will 
accept  the  statement  of  the  hCHiorable  mem- 
l>er  for  Koovong  that  ;^go.ooo  is  invested 
in  his  own  work.s.  We  have  the  evidence, 
given  before  the  Tariff  Commission,  of  Mr. 
Elliott,  of  Elliott  Brothers,  of  Sydney,  one 
of  the  manufacturers  of  this  article.  He 
said  the  output  was.  roughly,  ns  follows — 
*'  Cuming,    Smith   and   Company,  Mel- 


bourne, 30,000  tons ;  Wischer,  of  Mel- 
bourne, 10,000  tons;  Wallaroo  Copper 
Smelting  Company,  of  Wallaroo,  South 
Australia,  10,000  tons;  Explosives  Com 
pany,  of  Braidwood,  4.000  tons ;  Adelaide 
Chemical  Company — Cuming,  Smith  and 
Company — of  Adelaide,  10,000  tons;  and 
Elliott  Brothers,  of  Sydney,  10,000  tons; 
or  a  total  of  74,000  tons."  Mr.  Cuming, 
of  Messrs.  Cuming,  Smith  and  Company, 
the  largest  manufacturers  in  Australia  at 
the  time  of  the  giving  of  evidence  before 
the  Commission,  was  asked — 

What  capital  is  invested  hy  these  four  firms 
ia  plant? 

And  replied — 

I  cannot  speak  for  the  others,  but  we  have 
about  ;£ioo,ooo  invested  in  this  way. 

Then,  in  reply  to  the  questio) — 

Can  jrou  give  us  some  idea  of  the  extent  ot 
the  industry  in  Australia? — 

He  said — 

I  suppose  that  the  works  and  plants  in  Vic- 
toria would  have  a  capacity  to  produce  60,000 
toiu  per  annum. 

His  firm  produced,  according  to  Mr. 
Elliott,  half  of  that  amoimt  at  that  date. 
Their  plant  represents  ;^ioo,ooo,  and  is 
one  of  the  finest  in  Australia.  Assuming 
that  all  the  other  plants  cost  another 
;^ioo,ooo,  that  gives  ^£200,000  for 
plant  for  Victoria.  The  production 
outside  Victoria,  according  to  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  Elliott,  was  then  about  15.000 
tons. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^The  output  in  South 

Australia  alone  was  20,000  tons. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  I  see 
ihere  is  some  discrepancy  between  Messrs. 
Cuming,  Smith's  figures  and  Mr.  Elliott's 
figures. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Cuming.  Smith,  and 
( "oinpany  include  the  Adelaide  Chemical 
A\'orks,  of  which  they  are  the  proprietors. 

Mr.  DVGALD  THOMSON.  —  Then 
that  10,000  tons  has  to  come  off.  But, 
taking  30,000  tons  as  the  production  of 
llif  ^100,000  plant,  and  allowing,  say, 
twice  as  much  as  the  value  of  the  plant 
for  the  whole  of  the  rest  of  the  production, 
that  would  give  ^^300, 000,  end,  adding 
;^90,ooo  for  the  works  of  the  Mount  Lyell 
Company,  as  stated  by  the  honorable  mem- 
I  er  for  Kooyong,  we  get  a  total  of 
;^39o,ooo,  or,  say,  ^400,000.  That  is 
giving  an  outside  estvnate.  Therefore  the 
statement  that  ,000,000  is  invested  in 
plant  and  buildings  in  thi.s  country  is  much 
Iieyond  the  mark.  Djgjti.edbyGoOQle 
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Mr.  Hutchison. — The  duty  would  soon 
make  it  ^1,000,000, 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— We  have 
heard  a  good  deal  about  imports,  and 
about  the  destruction  that  Jspan  was  caus- 
ing in  this  industry.  The  honorable 
member  for  Cwio  asked  me  if  there  were 
imports  from  anywhere  else  but  Japan.  In 
1906,  according  to  the  Commonwealth 
Statistician ,  we  imported  of  superphos- 
phates ^110,722  worth  from  the  United 
Kingdom.  ^£33, 070  worth  frwn  Belgium, 
,Ci  worth  from  F ranee,  £13, 739  worth 
from  Germany,  ;^i2,ii6  worth  from  the 
Netherlands,  worth"  from  the  United 

States  of  America,  and  ;^790  worth  from 
Japan.  That  shows  that  our  impcnts  from 
other  countries  have  been  much  larger  than 
from  Japan. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — ^We  imported  484,279 
cwt.  of  rock  i^osphates  frcxn  Ocean  Is- 
land. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON— That  is 
the  raw  material. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — It  can  be  obtained 

here. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  This 
duty  does  not  give  protection  on  that.  If 
it  is  cheaper  to  bring  it  from  Ocean  Is- 
land, it  will  still  be  brought. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — It  is  not  cheaper.  We 
have  it  here. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  If  the 
quality  is  equal,  why  do  they  bring  phos- 
jAate  rock  from  Ocean  Island  and  Christ- 
mas Island? 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Because  they  want  an 
outlet  for  their  stuff.  They  will  bring  it 
in  at  any  price,  as  they  have  cheaper 
labour. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  That  is 
a  reason  why  no  duty  should  be  imposed. 
Phosphate  rock  is  the  raw  material.  Nei- 
ther the  Minister  nor  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Riverina  proposes  a  duty  on  it.  The 
phosphate  rock  is  taken  from  those  islands 
not  only  by  Australia  but  bv  Japan.  It 
has  to  go  up  to  Japan,  and  then  to  be 
brought  back  again  after  being  manufac- 
tured. There  is  a  tremendous  natural 
protection  in  that  alone,  and  the  effect  is 
shown  by  the  small  quantity  of  imp(»ts 
last  year  frcHn  Japan.  It  is  also  stated 
in  the  sworn  evidence  of  one  of  the  wit- 
nesses thst  thirty  years  ago  he  sold  super- 
phosjrfiate  at  about  the  same  rate — ^£4  5s. 
It  is  now  a  little  more — I  think  about  ^4 
7s.  6d.  I  do  not  wish  to  delay  the  Com- 
mittee, but  the  Government  are  forcing  a 


discussion.  I  have  a  great  deal  more 
than  this  to  say,  but  I  should  like  to  know 
from  the  Minister  

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  asked  for  a 
vote  on  manures,  and  there  is  nothing  but 
talk.  I  have  not  proposed  anything  with 
regard  to  superphosphates.  Let  the  Com- 
mittee pass  the  item  "  manures,"  and  I 
will  say  what  I  am  gcung  to  do. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Then  we 
will  ddsate  it  out,  even  if  we  stay  here  till 
Saturday  night. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — When  I  propose  it, 
it  will  be  time  to  debate  it 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  These 
things  are  sprung  upon  the  Committee 
witlwut  notice  at  the  last  moment. 

Sir  WtujAK  LvNB. — I  have  not  s^img 
any  proposal  on  the  Committee. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Will  the 
Treasurer  let  me  say  what  he  did?  The 
honorable  member  for  Riverina  suggested 
that  the  Treasurer  should  propose  a  duty, 
and  the  honorable  gentleman  said,  across 
the  table,  that  he  was  in  favcMir  of  a  duty 
if  it  could  be  carried. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  did  nothuig  ol 
the  kind ;  I  did  not  say  a  word. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  The 
Treasurer  must  excuse  me;  but  he  did  do 
so. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  not  com- 
municated to  any  one  what  I  am  going  to 
do. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  The 
Treasurer  stated  that  he  favoured  a  duty. 

Sir  WiLUAK  Lyne. — I  have/iot  been  on 
my  feet. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Quite  so; 
but  the  honorable  gentleman  spoke  across 
the  table  to  myself. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Nonsense  ! 

Mr.  Frazer.- — If  the  honorable  monber 
for  North  Sydney  wiU  sit  down  and  per- 
mit a  vote  to  be  taken,  we  shall  see  who 
favours  a  duty. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— But  if  I 
sit  down  in  order  that  a  vote  may  be  taken, 
honorable  members  opposite  will  debate 
the  question.  As  to  the  bags,  the  duty 
can  only  appiv  to  a  special  sort,  the  great 
bulk  of  the  manures  being  put  up  in 
ordinary  bags  which  come  in  free.  I  pointed 
out  at  the  time  that  it  was  not  fair  to 
single  out  manure  bags  for  duty.  How- 
ever, the  position  is  so  manifest  that  the 
trouble  can  easi|ygifef^  5^@<i(i^g{@nother 
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Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
£11.54]. — I  hope  the  Committee  will  vote 
against  this  item  being  free. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — I  hope  the  Committee 
will  not  do  so. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  am  sorry  to  hear 
that  interjectioQ  from  an  honorable  mem- 
Jjer  who  professes  to  be  a  (Mrotectionist. 
Like  the  hon(»rable  member  for  Grey,  I  am 
speaking  for  those  I  represent^  and  in  my 
electorate  th^  are  two  very  large  manure 
factories,  together  with  two  or  three 
smaller  ones.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that 
the  local  industry  has  toought  down  prices, 
we  have  honorabie  members  who  are  wedded 
to  free-trade  xefuung  to  give  a  diance  <d 
employment,  and  doing  what  tbey  can  to 
.stop  the  development  of  manufactures  in 
Australia.  If  the  farmers*  representatives 
could  see  as  far  as  the  ends  of  their  noses, 
they  would  realize  that  if  the  local  indus- 
try be  crushed,  the  importers  will  at  once 
raise  {vices.  Here  we  have  an  industry 
that  lias  iK)t  been  fostered,  at  any  rate, 
by  the  Commcmwearth  Parliament.  We 
have  been  told  by  the  hoimable  member 
for  NOTth  Sydney  that  there  is  not 
^1,000,000  invested  in  the  industry,  and 
he  has  supported  his  statement  with  ex- 
tracts from  the  evidence  taken  before  the 
Tariff  Commission.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber forgets,  however,  that  that  evidence 
only  related  to  the  actual  factories,  and 
that,  apart  from  the  factories  themselves, 
there  is  subsidiary  employment,  such  as  is 
afforded  in  bringing  the  material  frcwn 
Tasmania  and  other  places.  I  should  say 
that  in  feality  there  is  more  than 
,000,000  invested  in  the  industry  taken 
as  a  whole.  I  am  determined  to  see  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Grey,  in  his 
blindness,  does  not  damn  and  starve  500 
or  600  men  with  their  families  in  mv  elec- 
torate; and  I  appeal  to  protectionists  to 
support  me.  Of  course,  I  do  not  expect 
support  from  honorable  members  who  were 
returned  in  other  States  as  protectionists, 
but  who,  when  an  opportunity  is  presented  to 
foster  industries  in  a  way  that  would  do  the 
farmers  no  harm,  trot  out  all  SOTts  of  evi- 
dence they  know  is  not  correct.  Never  yet 
has  an  attempt  been  made  to  impose  a  duty 
on  a  manufactured  commodity,  but  htm- 
orable  members  hai-e  voted  against  it  be- 
cause it  did  not  in  anv  way  benefit  their 
own  electorates.  I  am  not  surprised  •  at 
free-traders  voting  against  such  duties: 
but  when  we  have  the  honorable  member 
for  Boothby,  who  calls  himself  a  protec- 


tionist, but  who  never  casts  a  protectioiust 
vote  except  for  the  benefit  of  his  j>wn  dec- 

torate  

Mr.  Wilson. — This  is  disgraceful  I 
Mr.  MATH£WS.~The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Corangamite  is  another  who  pre- 
tended at  the  last  election  to  be  a  protec- 
tionist, but  who  has  never  cast  a  protec- 
tionist vote  in  this  chamber.  I  urge  pro- 
tectionists to  vote  against  this  item  being 
left  free,  in  order  that  it  may  be  put  under 
some  other  heading  as  dutiable. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  {ii.sp].— 
Afttt  the  wild  attack  made  upon'  roe  by 
the  honraable  member  f<»-  Melbcwme  Ports, 
may  I  say  that  I  do  not  think  that  in  my 
electorate  there  is  a  ungle  manufacturer 
of  any  dutiable  articles?  When  the  hon- 
orable member  accuses  me  of  voting  for 
protectionist  duties  only  whoi  my  own  elec- 
torate is  interested,  he  is  very  mudi  "  at 
sea."  May  I  say  that  some  ten  years  ago 
I  assisted  ccmsiderably  for  two  or  three 
years  in  developing  the  manure  industry  in 
Australia.  I  took  action  in  the  direction 
of  securing  the  payment  of  a  bounty  for 
the  discovery  of  i^iosphatic  rock.  No  rea- 
son has  been  assigned  itx  the  imposition 
of  a  duty  uptm  manures.  No  request  has 
bewi  made  by  those  interested  in  the  in- 
dustry, and  the  fact  that  tbey  did  not  take 
the  trouble  to  appear  before  the  Tariff 
Commission  is  prettv  conclusire  evidencf 
that  it  is  not  in  need  of  any  ad^'entitiaus 
aid.  The  fact  is  that  lot  sacat  years  after 
tlie  tntroducticHi  of  mineral  manures  into 
Australia  the  entire  trade  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  foreigner.  But  with  the  establisli- 
ment  of  the  local  industry,  Australian 
manures  have  superseded  imprated  manures. 

Mr.  HtmrmsoK.  —  The  importations 
frcHn  Japan  axt  increaang. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Last  year,  out  of 
a  total  importation  of  manures  valued  at 
nearly  ^^400,000,  oily  JQ^90  worth  came 
from  Japan. 

Mr.  Mathews.  —  But  the  impcwtation 
from  Japan  has  increased  enormously  dur* 
ing  the  present  year. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  honorable 
member  is  afflicted  with  a  Japanese  scare. 
He  has  already  attacked  protecticxiist  mem- 
bers of  the  Conunittee  because  they  are  not 
smitten  with  the  same  disease. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  honorable  member 
is  not  a  protectionist. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  honorable 
member  is  more  than  a  motectionttt. 

Sir  WiLUAM  PJir*^j^M^QQgl£ 


[Tan§ 


[ii  Decembek,  1907.]         (/(em  394). 


7373 


Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  will  not  submit 
to  personal  attacks  without  replying  to 
them.  When  I  am  charged  with  being  in- 
fluenced only  by  a  regard  for  my  own  con- 
stituency, I  do  not  intend  to  r^ain  silent. 
The  Treasurer  could  have  stopped  this  dis- 

cussi(Hi  an  hour  ago  

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyme. — That  is  not  a  fad, 
and  the  hOTorable  member  has  no  right  to 
make  the  statement.  If  the  debate  had 
not  been  continued  by  honorable  members 
upon  one  side  of  the  chamber,  it  would 
have  been  continued  by  honorable  members 
\xpaa  the  other  side. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  Treasurer 
knows  very  well  that  had  he  definitely 
stated  that  the  Government  would  not  sup- 
port this  proposal,  sOTie  speeches  which 
have  been  delivered  would  not  have  been 
made. 

Mr.  Wilson.— The  Treasurer  put  up  the 
honorable  member  for  Riverina  to  move  an 
amendment. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  did  nothmg  of 
the  kind. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— It  seems  to  me 
that  when  an  honorable  member  proposes 
the  imposition  of  a  duty  upon  an  article 
which  appears  in  the  free  list,  it  is  the 
business  of  the  Treasurer  to  explain  to  the 
Committee  the  attitude  of  the  Government 
towards  it.  Certainlv  such  a  course  of 
action  would  tend  to  curtail  debate.  I  see 
no  reason  why  a  duty  should  be  levied 
upon  manures.  The  local  article  is  super- 
seding the  foreign  article 


Mr.  Mathews. — That  is  not  correct  in 
respect  of  the  present  year. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  consumption 
of  the  local  article  is  increasing. 

Mr.  Fuller. — The  sworn  evidence  given 
before  the  Tariff  Commission  is  to  the 
effect  that  it  can  be  sold  at  a  -lower  price 
than  the  imported  article. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— One  of  the  diffi- 
culties surrounding  the  present  position  is 
that  the  local  manufacturers  have  to  pay  a 
duty  upon  their  bags.  When  I  pleaded 
that  jute,  manure,  and  gypsum  bags  were 
not  made  in  Australia,  and  therefore  ought 
to  be  admitted  free  what  was  the  position 
taken  up  by  the  honorable  member  for  Mel- 
bourne Ports  ?  Was  he  a  supporter  of  this 
industrv?  Certainlv  not.  He  voted  for 
the  duty.  I  have  no  desire  to  labour  this 
question.  If  the  Government  had  chosen 
to  give  an  early  "  lead  "  in  this  matter  I 
am  satisfied  that  the  debate  would  have  been 
very  much  curtailed.  Even  now,  if  the 
Treasurer  will  declare  that  they  do  not 


intend  to  support  the  proposal  of  the  hcm- 
orable  memb^  for  Riverina,  there  will  be 
no  need  to  prolong  discussion. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[12.9  a.m.] — For  two  hours  or  more  we  have 
listened  to  a  debate  which  has  been  en- 
couraged by  the  Treasurer. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — That  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Treasurer 
delibo-ately  told  the  Committee  that  he 
wanted  bcmorable  members  to  express  an 
opinion  upon  this  proposal  before  he  made 
up  his  mind  in  regard  to  his  attitude  to- 
wards it. 

Sir    WiLUAM    Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  is  making  a  mis-statement. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  making  a 
statCTient  which  I  heard  fall  fn^n  the  Trea- 
surer's own  lips.  If  ever  there  was  a 
wicked  waste  of  time  this  debate  is  (me. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Whilst  the  honor- 
able member  is  speaking. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK,— I  am  about  to 
make  a  few  remarks  upon  the  proposal  to 
levy  a  duty  upon  manures. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Oh,  let  the  item  go. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Treasurer 
himself  has  encouraged  this  debate.  More 
than  an  hour  ago  he  said  that  he  wanted  to 
ascertain  the  mind  of  the  Committee  upon 
this  proposal. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — What  I  said  across 
the  table  was  that  I  wanted  to  hear  what 
the  honorable  member  for  Kooywig  was 
about  to  say. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  will  sit  down 
at  (mce  if  the  Minister  will  say  what  he 
proiposes  to  do.  Does  he  intend  to  tax 
manures?  If  so,  I  shall  have  a  few  re- 
marks to  make  on  the  subject. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  not  going  to 
do  anything. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.—Why  could  not 
the  Minister  say  that  two  hours  ago? 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  (Barker)  [12.13 
a.m.]. — I  asked  the  Treasurer,  an  hour 
and  a  half  ago,  if  he  intended  to  impose 
a  dutv  on  superphosphates.  That  is  a 
matter  of  vital  importance  to  South  Aus- 
tralia, whose  output  of  wheat  is  trebled 
since  superphosphates  came  into  use.  The 
honorable  member  for  Riverina,  whose  own 
district  is  suffering  so  much  this  year, 
should  be  glad  that  we  are  having  a  good 
season.  He  said  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Grev^did^olfttpOT\^l»t  the  far- 


mers want. 
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more  about  the  needs  of  the  fanning  com- 
munity than  does  the  .honorable  member 

for  Grey. 

Mr.  Hutchison.— Did  he  explain  whnt 
ijrought  down  the  price  of  manures? 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON.— He  had  not  the 
chance.  The  honorable  member  for  Riverina 
accused  me  of  interjecting  and  annoying 
him. 

Mr.  Mathews. — So  the  hcsiorable  mem- 
ber did. 

Mr  LIVINGSTON.— I  did  not.  I  have 
nevw  done  anything  to  annoy  any  one 
since  I  have  been  a  member.  The  honor- 
able manber  for  Riverina  told  me  that  I 
could  have  it  out  outside;  but  I  do  not 
settle  my  disputes  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  honorable  member 
cliallenged  the  honorable  member  for 
Riverina. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON.— No.  The  other 
day  the  Treasurer  sprung  a  suriwise  <»i  us 
in  regard  to  the  duty  on  sheep  dips,  and 
to-night  he  was  going  to  spring,  a  similar 
suprise  with  regard  to  a  duty  on  manures. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Nothing  of  the 
kind. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON.— Had  the  Trea- 
surer t  reated  fhe  Commi  t tee  f ai  rl  y ,  we 
would  have  helped  him.  He  has  allowed 
two  hours  to  be  occupied  over  a  matter 
which  he  could  have  settled  in  five  minutes. 

Mr.  CARR  (Macquarie)  [12.16  a.m.],— 
I  presume  that  if  the  Committee  decided 
that  manures  generally  should  not  be  free 
the  Government  would  be  compelled  to 
impose  a  duty  on  them.  That  I  do  not 
want.  But  the  Minister  will  not  tell  us 
\vhat  he  proposes  to  do  with  regard  to 
superphosphates. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — The  honorable 
member  knows  perfectly  well  that  I  do  not 
intend  to  do  anything. 

Mr.  CARR.— I  did  not  know  that. 
Had  the  Minister  said  so  earlier,  the  dis- 
cussicm  might  not  have  lasted  so  long. 
Those  of  us  who  desire  a  duty  on  super- 
phosphates would  be  foolish  to  vote  against 
manures  being  made  free,  unless  we  had 
the  assurance  of  tlie  Minister  that  he  would 
propose  a  duty  on  superphosphates  only. 
I  cannot  understand  his  attitude. 

Item  agreed  to. 

Item  395  amended  to  read  as  follows, 
and  agreed  to — 

Rope,  Cordage,  and  Twines,  n.e.i.,  includtDg 
cordage  with  metal  core;  macrame  twines;  fleece 
thread  ;  bnithmaker's  and  maltreu  twine ;  roping, 


seaming^  and  stop  twines;  and  halters,  and 
other  articles,  n.e.i.,  manufactured  from  cord  or 
twine,  ad  val.,  25  per  cent. 

Item  396.  Fishing  Nets  and  netting  therefor. 

ad  val.,  30  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOHN  THOMSON  (Cowper) 
[12  22  a.m.].— As  fishing  nets  are  tools  of 
trade  to  a  very  deserving  and  poorly  paid 
class,  I  propose  to  ask  the  Committee  to 
^!^}.  "therefor"  the  words 

fishmg  hooks  and  floats  for  fishing  nets  " 
with  a  view  to  subsequently  moving  that  all 
these  articles  be  made  free. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— The  honorable 
member  need  not  discuss  the  matter,  as  we 
are  prepared  to  make  them  free. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (  North 
Sy-^ney)  [13.23  a.m.].— Before  the  honor- 
able member  submits  an  amendment  for 
that  purpose,  I  want  the  Committee  to  in- 
sert after  the  word  "fishing"  the  words 
'  and  rabbit." 

Mr.  Mathews.— Why  does  the  honor- 
able member  sprmg  this  amendment  on  the 
Committee  ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  have 
not  sprung  the  amendment  on  the  Com- 
mittee, because  I  have  already  spoken  to 
the  Minister  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Mathews.— The  honorable  member 
has  sprung  it  on  the  Committee.  We  are 
not  allowed  to  do  that  sort  of  thing 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  ii  un- 
derstood that  fishing  nets  are  to  be  made 
free.  There  is  a  recent  Australian  patent 
tor  the  destruction  of  rabbits.  It  is  said 
to  be  a  very  good  and  eiTective  patent.  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  will  prove  so  or  not 
Mr.  Mathews.— Why  does  the  honor- 
able member  want  to  remove  the  dutv  ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  cannot 
say  everything  at  once.  I  can  only  utter 
one  word  at  a  time.  Fishing  nets  are  not 
made  in  Australia,  because  the  demand  is 
not  sufficient  to  justify  the  cost  of  erecting 
f!ie  large  machines  which  are  essential  to 
their  manufacture.  It  is  intended  to  substi- 
tute fishing  net  for  the  galvanized  wire-net- 
ting which  is  now  used  to  form  the  races  to 
rabbit-traps.  There  is  a  patent  for  using 
fishing  net  for  that  purpose.  If  fishing 
net  is  made  free,  and  it  was  known  that 
It  was  intended  to  be  used  for  rabbit  trap- 
pmg,  the  Customs  officers  might  say  that, 
inasmuch  as  it  was  not  to  be  used  for 
fishing  it  was  dutiable. 

Mr.  Mathews.— I  would  not  give  away 
a  point  to  the  Opposition.  rTheyswlLnot 


give  away  one  poi 
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Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  do  not 
know  what  is  the  matter  with  the  honor- 
able member,  who,  instead  of  being  bis 
usual  genial  self,  is  very  grumpy.  This 
netting  is  a  tool  of  trade  to  the  raU)it  trap- 
per, and  if  it  is  made  free  to  him,  be  can 
increase  his  income  ccmsiderably.  I  move — 

That  the  words  "  ood  rabbit"  be  inserted 
after  the  word  "  Fishing." 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  accept  the 
amendment 

Mr,  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[12.27  A-ni.]- — I  never  like  to  be  petulant. 
vVhen  protectiixiists  endeavour  to  save  an 
industry  from  being  wiped  out,  honwable 
members  on  the  other  side  get  up  and  say 
that  our  amendment  has  been  sprung  on 
the  Committee,  and  all  sorts  of  insinua- 
tions are  thrown  out.  My  advice  to  the 
Treasurer  is  to  beware  of  every  suggestion 
which  comes  from  the  other  side.  When 
they  want  to  alter  or  lower  a  duty,  every- 
thing is  sujE^xeed  to  be  right  and  proper, 
but  when  we  want  to  m^e  an  alteration, 
we  are  accused  of  underground  engineer- 
ing. We  on  this  side,  ought  to  give  the 
members  of  the  Opposition  a  dose  of  their 
own  medicine.  Whenever  we  endeavour 
to  make  an  alteration  which  would  be  bene- 
ficial to  those  carrying  on  manufactures,  we 
are  opposed  by  members  of  the  Opposition, 
and  our  actions  are  misconstrued.  I  hope 
that,  uati^  the  Tariff  is  disposed  of,  the 
Treasurer  will  not  accept  any  amendment 
from  that  source. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [12.29  a.m.].— 
I  hope  that  the  Treasurer  will  accept  this 
amendment  which,  I  may  mention,  has  not 
been  sprung  upon  the  Cwnmittee,  because 
I  received  a  oxnmunication  on  the  subject 
two  or  three  weeks  aga  I  think  it  is 
quite  right  that  the  article  should  be  made 
free,  and  I  intend  to  support  the  pro- 
posal. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  John  Thomson) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  word  "  therefor,"  the  wordn 
**  Fi.sh'  hooks;  Floats  for  fishing  nets,"  be  in- 
serled. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Crouch)  agreed 
to — 

That  after  the  word  "nets,"  the  words  "and 
lines,"  be  inserted. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  John  Thomson) 

agreed  to — 

That  the  words  "and  on  anH  afler  lath  De- 
cember, inoj,  ad  vwi.  (f'^neni  T.nriff),  5  per 
cent.  ;  (I'nited  Kinirdom).  free,"  be  added. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 


Item  397.  Vanu — 

(■A)  Jute,  Hemp,  and  Flax,  ad  val.,  10  per 
cent. 

(B)  Wool,  n.e.i.,   ad   val.   (General  Tariff), 

10  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  5  per 
cent. 

(C)  Coir,  free. 

(D)  N.E.I.,   including   Hose  Yarn  (General 

Tariff),  5  per  cent.;  (United  King- 
dom), free. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [12.34  a.m.].— I  move — 

That  after  paragraph  B,  the  following  nt.w 
paragraph  be  inserted  : — 

(BB)  Cotlon  )arn,  ad  val.  ;General  Tariff), 
15  per  cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  10 
per  cent" 

I  have  had  samples  sent  to  me  showing  that 
there  is  an  industry  of  an  important  cha- 
racter for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  yarn 
in  Queensland.  I  was  very  much  surprised 
to  find  to  what  an  extent  it  is  being  manu- 
factured. That  is  why  I  propose  to  give 
the  industry  seme  amount  of  protection, 
without  which  it  cannot  be  successfully  car- 
ried on. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN  (Indi)  [12.36 
a.m.].' — As  we  are  dealing  with  yams,  I 
may  as  well  point  out  that  we  have  l>efn 
"yarning"  since  morning.  I  suggest  that 
it  is  about  time  that  we  should  adjourn. 
We  could  very  well  dispose  of  the  remain- 
ing items  in  the  Tariff  to-morrow. 

Sir  John  Quick. — I  think  it  would  be 
well  to  have  frcwn  the  Treasurer  an  an- 
nouncement as  to  his  intentions.  If  he  in- 
tends that  we  shall  sit  on,  I  am  prepared 
to  help  him. 

Sir  William  I>vne.— I  propose  to  go 
right  through  the  Tariff. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  does  the  Trea- 
surer mean  by  "  rl^^ht  through?" 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not  think  that 
we  can  deal  with  harvesters  to-night,  but 
we  can  dispose  of  all  the  other  items. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[12.,^  a.m.].' — We  have  now  been  sitting  for 
fourteen  hours,  and  honorable  members  op- 
posite support  the  Treasurer  in  his  intention 
that  we  shall  continue  sitting  until  the 
Tariff  is  disposed  of-  The  welfare  of  the 
country  does  not  seem  to  be  a  consideration 
that  appeals  to  them.  It  is  at  all  events 
a  secondary  consideration  with  them.  The 
remainder  of  our  work  upmi  the  TarilF 
mig^t  just  as  well  be  done  to-morrow. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — We  have  a  great 
deal  to  do  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Would  it  not  be 
a  fair  thing  for  the  Treasury) j©[0jEe  the 
Committee  into  his  ccmfidence?  o 
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Sir  William  Lyne. — I  may  have  to  con- 
sider to-morrow  whether  it  is  necessary  to 
recommit  a  few  items. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  means  that 
we  are  to  get  through  the  Tariff  to-night  and 
begin  again  upon  it  to-morrow. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [12.40  a.m.].— 
Can  the  Treasurer  state  whether  or  not 
cotton  yam  is  being  spun  in  Queensland? 

Mr.  Sinclair. — It  is. 

Mr.  POYNTON. — I  have  been  informed 
that  it  is  not. 

Mr.  Page. — Any  quantity  of  it  is  now 
being  spun  in  Queensland. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  seen  it  be- 
ing spun  there. 

Mr.  P0V.NT05C.— A  duty  of  15  per 
cent,  on  cotton  yarn  must  affect  a  number 
of  industries,  and  before  asking  the  Com- 
mittee to  impose  it  the  Government  should 
have  satisfied  themselves  that  cotton  yam 
is  being  spun  in  Australia.  I  feel  scxne 
anxiety  in  this  regard,  because  cotton  yam 
is  one  of  the  raw  materials  of  the  woollen 
mills  of  Victoria.  During  the  debate  on 
the  woollen  items  evidence  was  adduced 
that  the  woollen  mills,  took  particularly  in 
this  State,  largely  import  cotton  yam. 
The  imposition  of  this  duty  may  therefore 
seriously  affect  the  woollen  industry.  The 
honorable  member  for  Fremantle  menticmed 
th"t  the  value  of  our  imports  of  cotton 
yarn  amounted  in  one  year  to  over 
^^70,000.  Nearly  the  whole  of  that  im- 
portation was  consumed  in  Victoria. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Is  this  sarcasm?  The 
honorsble  member  has  no  woollen  mills  in 
his  electorate. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  am  speaking  more 
jiarticularly  in  the  interests  of  the  Castle- 
maine  woollen  mills.  I  wish  to  keep  free 
one  of  the  raw  materials  of  the  woollen 
industry. 

Mr.  Storrer.  —  Which  the  honorable 
TOPmber  savs  is  cotttm. 

Mr.  POYNTON.- Yes.  I  am  sure  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Bass  will  sym- 
paihize  with  my  objert,  because  the  Tas- 
manian  woollen  mills  turn  out  s  pure  ar- 
tirle.  I  should  like  to  know  how  many 
hinds  are  emploved  in  spinning  cotton  in 
Qu.-ensland.  The  imposition  of  this  duty 
may  throw  out  of  employment  hundreds  of 
men  who  are  now  engaged  in  the  woollen 
industry.  We  cannot  get  awav  from  the 
oviflence  that  cotton  is  tfie  principal  raw 
material  of  some  of  the  Victorian  woollen 
mills. 


Mr.  Webster. — It  is  the  foundation  of 
the  woollen  fabric. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— It  is;  and  I  trust 
thr.t  the  Treasurer  will  seriously  consider 
this  question. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Farramatta) 
[12.50  a.m.]. — If  the  Minister  will  give  no 
explanation  of  the  item,  we  might  as  well 
take  things  leisurely.  We  have  already  de- 
cided that  cotton  piece  goods  shall  be  free. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — Hence  the  necessity 
for  the  duty  now  proposed. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  the  duty  had 
been  retained  on  cottcm  piece  goods,  I 
should  not  have  proposed  this  item. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— But  does  not 
the  honorable  gentleman  think  that  some 
explanation  is  due  frcsn  him?  Without  any 
explanation,  the  Treasurer  submits  new 
items,  and  the  Committee  can  take  them 
or  leave  them.  If  the  Minister  will  ex- 
plain the  object  and  effect  of  the  present 
proposal,  I  shall  sit  down  at  once. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Ttea- 
surer)  [12.54  a.m.]. — I  did  not  curtail  my 
remarks  in  submitting  this  item  out  of  any 
discourtesv  to  the  honorable  member  or  to 
the  Ccwnmittee.  The  manufacturers  of  this 
cotton  yarn  are  getting  improved  machinery, 
and  as  we  have  removed  the  duty  that  was 
imposed  under  the  old  Tariff  on  cotton 
piece  goods,  ihey  might  as  well  close  their 
mills  if  we  do  not  give  them  some  assist- 
ance in  the  production  of  yam.  They  had 
invested  a  good  deal  of  money,  and  wcse 
manufacturing  calico  and  c^her  cottm  piece 
goods  of  that  kind,  and  the  removal  of  the 
duty  on  cotton  piece  goods  bit  them  very 
hard. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  removal  of  a 
5  per  cent,  dutv  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— So  I  am  in- 
formed. They  are  devoting  their  atten- 
tion now  particularly  to  the  development 
of  the  manufacture  of  these  yams,  and  I 
think  it  reasonable  that  they  should  be 
given  some  support.  They  have  arranged 
for  the  planting  of  300  or  300  acres  of 
cotton  trom  which  to  draw  th«r  supplies, 
and  1  believe  some  of  the  land  has  already 
been  planted. 

Mr.  Page.^ — ^The  whole  of  it  has  been 
planted. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  object  is 
to  supply  cotton  to  the  mill  for  the  pro- 
duction of  these  yarns,  and  hcmorable  man* 
l}ers  will  see  that  already  an  attempt  is 
Iieing  made  to  bring  ^ 
most  anxious  to 
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of  cotton  in  Australia.  I  make  this  state- 
mei.t  in  deference  to  the  request  of  the  de- 
puty leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  if  I 
did  not  say  much  in  introducing  the  item 

it  is  because  I  feared  that  if  I  did  so  I 
mig^t  provoke  a  long  debate.  I  hope  that 
the  reasMis  I  have  given  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  item  are  satisfactory  to  the  hon- 
orable member. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[12.58  a.m.]. — I  want  to  know  what  effect 
the  imposition  of  this  duty  is  likely  to  have 
upCHi  the  importati<Hi  of  cotton  piece  goods? 

Mr.  Sinclair. — Cotton  piece  goods  are 
free. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  aware  of 
that.  It  is  all  very  well  to  say  that  this 
proposed  duty  will  lead  to  the  cultivation 
of  200  or  300  acres  in  Queensland.  But 

if,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  going  to  affect 
the  importation  of  .;£3, 000,000  or 
;^4,ooo,ooo  worth  of  cotton  materials,  it 
mav  be  a  very  serious  matter. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  will  not  affect 
those  materials  at  all. 

Colonel  FOXTON  (Brisbane)  [12.59 
a.m.]. — I  wish  to  assure  the  deputy  leader 
of  the  Opposition  that  the  proposed  duty 
on  cotton  yam  cannot  possibly  affect  the 
importation  of  cotton  piece  goods.  As  cot- 
ton piece  goods  are  allowed  in  fiee»  tiie 
Ipswich  mill,  which  is  the  cmly  mill  of  its 
Icind  in  Australia^  will  have  to  be  dis- 
mantled so  far  as  the  machinery  for  the 
production  of  cotton  piece  goods  is  con- 
oerned.  These  yarns,  the  manager  of  the 
mill  has  explained  to  me,  are  used,  as  the 
honorable  member  for  Grey  has  said,  in 
the  production  of  goods  which  are  alleged 
to  be  all  wool. 

Mr.  TuDOR.^ — All  really  high-class 
tweeds  contain  a  percentage  of  cottcm. 

Colonel  FOXTOX.— That  is  so,  per- 
haps, and  if  this*  cotton  yarn  is  not  pro- 
duced here,  it  must  be  imported  for  the 
purpose.  I  fail  to  see  why,  when  woollens 
have  been  so  highly  protecte<l,  the  manu- 
facturers of  woollen  goods  should  not  be 
asked  to  pay  a  little  extra  for  a  small  i)ro- 
portion  of  the  raw  material  they  require, 
which  is  the  product  of  another  industry 
indigenous  to  the  country. 

Mr,  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [i.o  a.m.).— 
Under  paragraph  d,  yarns  n.e.i.,  including 
hose  yarn,  are  dutiable  at  5  per  cent,  ami 
free.  If  by  that  means  hosiery  manufac- 
turers can  get  their  cotton  yarns  in  free, 
the  difficulty  will  be  got  over.  But  if  they 
have  to  pay  15  per  cent,  for  any  yarns 
they  import,  until  the  Ipswich  mill  is  ready 


to  supply  them,  they  will  be  in  a  worse 
position  than  the  spinners  of  the  yarn  aie 
in.  The  latter  will  get  a  protection  of  15 
per  cent,  and  10  per  cent.,  while  the  manu- 
facturers of  hosiery — the  made-up  article 
— will  get  only  25  per  cent  and  20  per 
cent.,  which  will  mean  only  a  10  per  cent, 
margin,  if  they  start  on  cottcm  hosiery. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Is  there  any  prrepect 
of  that? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  think  there  is.  That 
aspect  of  the  case  might  be  taken  into  con- 
sideraticm. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE  (Grampians)  [1.2 
a.m.]. — I  think  the  Ccmimittee  might  sup- 
port this  proposal,  which  is  a  fair  one, 
although  the  A  section  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission recommended  that  the  articlt? 
should  be  free.  The  Government  propose 
to  give  a  bounty  for  the  profluction  of 
flax,  jute,  hemp,  and  kindred  plants,  and 
we  might  reasonably  accept  what,  after  all, 
is  not  a  high  duty.  I  have  received  a  cir- 
cular from  a  number  of  manufacturers, 
who,  I  think,  should  have  that  measure  of 
support. 

Afr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[1.3  a.m.]. — I  do  not  c^ject  to  the  duty. 
I  only  wish  to  see  what  its  incidence  will 
be  in  relation  to  the  huge  import  of 
^^3,000,000  or  ;^4,ooo,ooo  worth  of 
cotton  piece  goods.  If  this  yarn  is  merely 
to  mix  with  wool  in  the  woollen  mills,  then, 
as  those  mills  have  a  high  protective  duty, 
they  cannot  well  object  to  a  stnall  rate  on 
the  cotton  yam. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [1.4  a.m.].— I  pre- 
sume that  the  words  "h<Ke  yarn  "  in  para- 
graph D  mean  hosiery  yarn.  Is  it  intended 
that  anv  hosiery  yarn,  no  matter  of  what 
material,  can  be  brought  in  at  the  low 
rates  proposed  for  paragraph  d? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Yes;  that  is  the 
object. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — Is  there  any  necessitv 
for  a  5  per  cent,  duty  in  this  paragraph  ? 
These  yams  are  made  largely  on  the  Con- 
tinent. 

Sir  Williah  Lyne. — There  is  a  system 
right  through  the  Tariff  of  making  certai-.i 
items  5  per  cent,  and  free.  I  want  to 
put  them  all  on  the  same  footing. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  398.  Reaper  and  binder  twine  and 
yarn,  per  cwt.,  5s. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[1.5  a.m.]. — Where  is  the  urg«f|OT  for 
finishing  the  Tariff  to-night?  o 
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Sir  William  Lyne. — We  have  a  great 
deal  to  do  to-morrow,  irrespective  of  what 

we  are  doing  now. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  is  the  height 
of  absurdity  to  ask  us  to  sit  all  night 
without  giving  any  reason.  Surely  hon- 
orable members  who  are  trying  to  assist 
the  Government  to  close  up  the  business 
are  entitled  to  know  what  they  are  asked 
to  da 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  shall  tell  the 
h<xiorable  niHuber,  if  I  oin,  on  the  ad- 
journment to-night,  after  I  have  ronsulted 
the  Prime  Minister,  what  we  propose  to 
do  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Prime 
Minister  will  come  in,  take  up  the  notice- 
paper,  and  say,  "  We  might  try  to  get  this 
through,  and  that  through,  and  the  otlier 
through,"  and  there  we  shall  be.  We  are 
just  as  wise  when  he  finishes  as  when  he 
begins.  Nothing  could  be  more  like  a 
comedy  than  the  proceedings  of  this  Cham- 
ber  recently. 

Sir*  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [i.7 
a.m.]. — Unless  these  resolutions  are  passed 
to-night,  it  will  be  impossible  for  the  Tariff 
to  be  printed  in  time  for  the  covering  Bill 
to  be  got  through  on  Friday.  Personally, 
I  want  to  get  home  after  Friday. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[1.8  a.m.]. — What  are  we  kept  up  for  to- 
night? We  do  not  know  why  we  should 
get  through  the  Tariff  to-night,  cr  what 
the  Government  are  going  to  do  when  the 
Tariff  is  finished. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [1.9  a.m.]. — We  propose  to  adjourn 
as  soon  as  possible.  The  Bill  covering  the 
Tariff  has  to  be  brought  in,  and  will  pro- 
bably be  discussed.  I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther I  shall  be  able  to  deal  with  the  Manu- 
factures Encouragement  Bill,  but  I  have 
had  very  pressing  telegrams  to-day  asking 
me  to  try  to  have  it  dealt  with  before  the 
House  rises.  I  do  not  propose  to  take  the 
harvester  duties  at  present. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Is  there  to  be  a 
long  debate  on  the  harvester  duties? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  would  not 
be  fair  to  take  them  to-night,  considering 
that  they  have  been  postponed  for  a  cer- 
tain purpose,  and  that  the  Prime  Minister 
will  probably  have  to  make  a  statement  be- 
fore they  are  dealt  with  to-morrow.  That 
ought  to  be  done  to  keep  faith  with  the 
House. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[i.io  a.m.]. — .■MI  I  wanted  to  know  was 
what  busine;;s  the  Go\'ernment  were  going 


to  take.  Are  we  to  laundi  immediately 
to-morrow  into  a  discussicHi  of  the  new  {»o- 

tection  ? 

Sir  William  Lyme. — I  cannot  tell  the 
honorable  member.  I  am  only  leading  the 
House  in  the  absence  of  the  Prime  Min- 
ister. 

Mr.   TiLLEY   Brown. — Go  ahead,  we 
will  help  you  to  get  the  TariflF  through. 
It^  agreed  tOL 

Item  399.  Sewing  Silks  and  TwisU;  and 
Household,  Shoemaking,  and  Bag-making 
Threads  and  Cottons,  ad  val.  (General  Tariflf), 
5  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  free. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  words  '*  and  on  and  after  lath  De- 
cember, 1907,  Sewiog  and  Embroidery  Silks  and 
Twists;  Household  Threads  and  Cottons;  Sew- 
ing  Threads  and  Cottons  n.e.i.  for  maaufactur- 
ing  purposes;  and  Saddlers'  Twine,  Free,"  be 
addeti. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Shoemakers' 
thread  is  omitted. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  officers 
inform  me  th^  shoemakers'  thread  comes 
under  "sewin?  threads  and  cottons  for 
manufacturing  purposes.** 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  400.  Unserviceable  Cordage,  for  paper 
manufacture,  pursuant  to  Departmental  by-laws, 
Free. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [r.15  a.m.].— I 
ask  the  Treasurer  to  insert  the  words  *'  and 
Rags"  after  the  word  "Cordage."  Any 
abuse  could  easily  be  stopped  hy  means  aif 
the  departmental  bv-Iaws. 

Mr.  Salmon. — We  ought  not  on  any 
account  permit  rags  to  be  imported.  It  is 
as  mtKh  as  we  can  do  now  to  keep  out 
disease,  without  running  further  risks  in 
this  wav. 

Mr.  "CROITCH.— T  move- 
That  after  the  word  "Oordage"  the  words 
"  and  Rags  "  be  inserted. 

Amendment  negatived. 
Item  agreed  to. 

Item  401.  Metal  Cordage,  including  Cord- 
age of  Metal,  with  core  of  other  material. 

Free. 

Amendment  (by    Sir  William  Lvhe} 

agreed  to — 

Th;it  after  the  word  "Cordage,"  where  it 
occurs  for  the  first  time,  the  comma  be  left  out. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  402.  Copying  Apparatus  for  duplicating 
typewriting  and  the  like,  ad  val.,  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[1.17  a.m.]. — In  this  case,  no  duty  is  re- 
commended by  ei^g§(g^(^^(^ariff 
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Cominission,  there  appearing  under  the 
heading  of  recommoidations  by  both  sec- 
tions, merely  the  words,  "  According  to 
Material."  I  should  like  to  know  fttwi 
the  Chairman  of  the  Tariff  Cwnmission 
what  the  words  mean. 

Sir  John  Quick. — I  suppose  it  means 
the  material  of  which  the  apparatus  is  made 
— whether  manufacture  of  metal  or  manu- 
facture of  wood. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— This  *duty  will 
operate  rather  severely  on  a  number  of 
I>eople,  particularly  on  females,  who  have 
to  work  verv  hard  in  order  to  make  a  living 
by  means  of  this  apparatus.  Some  of  the 
workers,  I  understand,  have  to  provide 
their  own  materials  ;  and  I  do  not  think  we 
ought  to  impose  So  high  a  duty. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume- Trea- 
surer) [1.19  a.m.]. — I  ought  to  explain  thai 
there  was  some  diflRculty  about  this  item, 
and  that  it  would  have  come  under  a  higher 
dutv  had  it  not  been  separately  dealt  with 
here.    However,  I  move — 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  lath  D^-- 
cember,  1907,  ad  val.  (Geaeral  Tariff),  30  per 
cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  rs  per  cent.,"  be 
added. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  is  the  mean- 
ing of  the  words  "and  the  like."  They 
are  verv  vague  and  indefinite. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.~The  words 
mean  articles  associated  with  the  apparatus. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  403.  Fumigators,  Atomizers,  Odorizers, 
Vaporizers,  and  the  like,  ad  val.  ao  per  cent. 

Amendment  (by   Mr.    Joseph  Cook) 

agreed  to — 

Th.it  the  words  "and  on  and  after  12th  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  val.  (United  Kingdom),  15  per 
cent.,"  be  added. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Item  404.  Cork  Mats,  Bungs,  Rings  Floats 
for  fishing  nets,  and  other  manufactures  of  cork 
o.e.i.,  ad  val.,  15  per  cent. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  I0— 

That  the  words  "Bungs,  Rings,  Floats  for 
fishing  nets,"  be  left  out. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  405.    Corks  : — 

(A)  Small  corks  (up  to  8-ounce  bottles),  per 

tb.,  IS. 

(B)  N.E.I.,  per  lb.,  6d. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  word  "bottles,"  paragraph  a, 
the  words  '*  Bungs  and  Rings"  be  inserted. 


Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [1.24  a.m.]. — I  move — 

That  after  the  figure  "is.,"  paragraph  a, 
the  words  "  and  on  and  aflei  12th  December, 
1907,  free,"  be  inserted. 

I  submit  this  proposal  with  a  view  to 
subsequently  making  corks  n.e.i.  also  free. 
The  duty  proposed  cannot  be  regarded  as 
a  protective  duty. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  believe  that  cork 
cutting  is  done  within  the  Ccxnmtsiwealth. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— There  is 
a  little.  For  certain  purposes,  corks  have 
to  be  cut,  and  tliis  provides  a  certain 
amount  of  employment.  It  did  so  prior  to 
the  introduction  of  this  Tariff.  But  any 
industry  created  under  this  sixpenny  duty 
would  be  unprofitable  alike  to  the  users 
of  the  cork  and  to  the  commtmity.  It  is 
infinitely  better  that  the  corks  ^ould  be 
cut  in  the  country  of  origin.  Even  if  a 
duty  be  levied  upon  this  commodity,  the 
bulk  of  the  corks  used  in  Australia  will 
be  imported.  The  proposal  of  the  Go- 
vernment simply  represents  an  endeavour 
to  provide  employment  which,  will  have  to 
be  paid  for  by  the  consumers.  At  one 
time,  there  was  a  considerable  duty  upon 
corks  operative  in  Victoria,  and  yet  the 
amount  of  cutting  done  locally  was  ex- 
ceedingly small.  I  quite  agree  that  cork 
trees  can  be  grown  within  the  Common- 
wealth. As  a  ma^er  of  fact,  I  have 
urged,  in  another  Parliament,  that  atten- 
tion should  be  given  to  the  production  of 
these  trees.  But  I  would  point  out  that 
twenty-five  or  thirty  years  must  elapse  be- 
fore their  bark  would  be  useful  for  cork 
making,  and  that  in  the  interim — if  we 
adopt  the  Government  proposal — we  should 
be  levying  a  heavy  tax  upon  the  users  of 
this  article. 

Mr.  Maloney. — I  believe  that  the  cork 
tree  wifl  grow  more  quickly  in  Australia 
than  it  will  in  its  native  home. 
-  Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— That  may 
be.  I  do  not  think  that  we  ought  to  im- 
pose any  duty  upon  this  item. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — The  duty  has  been 
alx)lished  in  New  Zealand. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [1.28  a.m.]. — I  have  a  memorandum 
here  to  the  effect  that  the  Department  is 
in  favour  of  substituting  a  35  per  cent, 
duty  upon  paragraf^  A,  which  would  be 
slightly  lower  than  the  specific  dutv  pro- 
posed. If  any  great  ^W{9itiQ4/?is 
hibited  to  this         '^ajMystfe  cork 
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cutting  industry  is  being  carried  on  here, 
I  propose  to  take  a  vote  upcm  it. 

Mr.  MALON  E  Y  (Melbourne)  [  j .  29 
a.m.]. — If  we  cannot  obtain  the  duties  pro- 
posed by  the  Government,  I  should  like  to 
see  slightly  decreased  rates  levied.  I 
would  point  out  that  soda-water  corks  are 
imported  for  is.  6d.  per  gross,  and  that 
a  gross  would  weigh  about  i  lb.  The 
corks  iot  lemCHiade  bottles  cost  frcxn  8d.  to 
lod.  per  lb.,  whilst  the  corks  for  hop 
beer  bottles  cost  from  6d.  to  7  d.  per  lb. 
Ginger  beer  bottle  ccwks  cost  from  sd.  to 
6d.  per  Hx  It  wifl  be  seen,  therefore, 
that  the  duties  proposed  are  a  little  too 
high.  If  the  Government  cannot  carry 
the  proposals  in  the  schedule,  I  suggest 
that  they  should  accept  a  dutv  of  6d.  per 
lb.  upon  small  corks,  and  of  3d  per  lb. 
upon  corks  n.e.i. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVINE  (Grampians) 
[1.30  a.m.]. — The  honorable  member  for 
Melbourne  has  quoted  from  a  letter  for- 
warded to  him  by  the  Aerated  Waters  As- 
sociation of  Victoria.  They  say  that 
fewer  than  twentv  persons  are  employed  in 
the  industry,  and  that  they  were  emplwed 
when  there  was  no  duty ;  whereas  there  are 
thousands  connected  with  the  manufacture 
of  aerated  water  and  kindred  trades.  I 
understand  that  the  Minister  desires  to  pro- 
pose a  duty  of  35  per  cent.,  which  he  say* 
is  a  little  less  than  is.  per  lb.,  which 
amounts  to  a  duty  of  from  40  to  50  per 
cent,  on  soda-water  corks,  of  from  60  to  70 
per  cent,  on  lemonade  bottle  corks,  of  from 
70  to  90  per  rent,  on  hop-beer  bottle  corks, 
and  of  from  60  to  80  per  cent,  on  ginger- 
beer  bottle  corks.  We  do  not  produce 
corks  in  this  country,  and,  according  to  ex- 
perts, we  could  not  in  any  case  produce 
them  within  less  than  twenty  to  forty  years. 
Although  they  have  tried  to  produce  corks 
commercially  in  America  they  have  not  suc- 
ceeded. The  corks  supplied  to  the  world 
cr-me  from  Spain  and  the  south  of  France. 
Under  these  circumstances  a  duty  on  corks 
is  absurd,  and  I  shall  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [1.33  a.m.].— In 
Xew  Zealand  for  twenty  years  they  had  a 
duty  of  20  per  cent,  on  corks.  But  in  that 
time  not  one  cork-cutting  factory  was  estab- 
lished. I  ask  the  Minister,  if  he  wishes  to 
avoid  a  long  discussion,  to  abandon  the  pro- 
posed duty. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[1.34  a.m.]. — The  cork  elm  grows  well  at 


Castlemaine  and  elsewhere.  I  saw  cork 
trees  growing  there  twenty-five  years  ago, 
and  though  there  were  a.  large  number  of 
them,  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  the  cork  in- 
dustry being  established  in  the  Stale. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS, — Is  the  bark  good  ? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.—Yes,  Trees 
were  imported  specially  because  of  their 
bark,  and  in  all  probability  are  still  doing 
well. 

Mi.  Salmon. — I  have  some  very  good  • 
trees  growing  on  my  own  place. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— But  the  honor- 
able  member  has  not  estaUished  the  cork 
industry  there.  The  Castlemaine  planta* 
tion  would  not  keep  a  firm  going  for  twdve 
months  in  onrks.  CorV  can  be  grown  hoe, 
but  not  in  commerdal  quantities.  There- 
fore the  iwoposed  dutv  is  unreas(Hiable,  and 
I  hope  that  the  Minister  will  not  insist  on  it. 

Mr.  FRA2ER  (Kalgoorlie)  [1.36  a.m.]. 
' — I  think  that  the  Minister  might  well  ac- 
cede to  the  general  wish  of  the  Committee. 
The  protectionist  sectim  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
missi<»i  recommoided  that  corks  should  be 
admitted  free,  and  I  believe  that  the  Cluur- 
man  of  the  Commission  will  vote  to  make 
them  free. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Then  let  us  take  a 
vote. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— When  a  vote  is  taken 
under  circumstances  like  the  present,  the 

decision  come  to  is  often  not  that  which 
would  have  been  arrived  at  had  honorable 
members  paid  attention  to  the  speeches  of 
those  who  have  interested  themselves  in  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Does  the  hcHWrable  mem- 
ber think  that  any  one  can  be  got  to  listen 
to  a  debate  at  this  hour? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— No.  Honorable  mem- 
bers cannot  be  blamed  for  refusing  to  do  bo. 
We  have  been  sitting  here  now  for  more 
than  fourteen  hours.  But.  seeing  that 
those  who  have  considered  this  matter  are 
practically  almost,  unanimously  of  the 
opinion  that  cwks  ^ould  be  admitted  free, 
the  Minister  might  well  g^ve  way. 

Mr.  Storrer. — The  only  way  to  get  at 
the  opinion  of  the  Committee  is  to  take  a 
vote. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— By  taking  a  vote  we 
shall  obtain  a  decision  of  the  Committee, 
possibly  without  opinions,  and  as  that  is 
all  that  can  be  expected  now,  I  will  sit 
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Amendment  (by  Mr.  Dugald  Tuoiison) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  figure  "6d.,"  paragraph  B, 
the  words  "  and  <m  aod  after  tath  December.. 

1907,  free,"  be  added. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Item  406.    Explosives,  viz.  : — 

(A)  Cartridges    n.e.i.,    ad    val.  (General. 
Tariff),  30  per  cent.;  (United  King- 
dom), JO  per  cent. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  want  the  word 
"filled"  to  be  inserted  after  the  letters 
"  n.eA." 

Mr.  BOWDEX  (Nepean)  [1.42  a.m.].—  ' 
I  move — 

That  after  the  word  "  Explosives,"  the  words 
"other  than  explosives  for  mining  purposes'"  be 
inserted. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — How  can  the  Cus- 
toms officers  tell  for  what  purpose  the  ex- 
plosives are  intended  to  be  used  when  they 
are  imported?  I  intend  to  make  black 
powder  free. 

Mr.  BOWDEX.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man is  dealing  with  fuse  and  other  articles 
in  separate  paragraphs. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Does  the  Minister  intend 
to  make  dynamite  free? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Xo,  sporting  pow- 
der. 

Mr.  WATKIXS  (Newcastle)  [1.43 
a.m.J — I  point  out  to  the  Treasurer  that  if 
an  amendment  is  not  moved  to  make  min- 
ing powder  free,  it  will  be  taxable  under 
paragraph  a. 

Mr.  Watson.— We  cannot  make  car- 
tridges free. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — No;  but  I  want  to 
add  the  word  "filled"  to  paragraph  a, 
and  to  deal  with  other  cartridge  cases 
afterwards. 

Mr.  WATKIXS.— A  large  quantity  of 
the  miners'  powder  is  supplied  in  car- 
tridges, and  its  use  is  prescribed  by  law. 

Sir  William  Lvnz. — Paragraph  a  does 
not  apply  to  mining  powder. 

Mr.  WATKIXS.— Miners'  powder  is 
imported  in  cartridges. 

Sir  William  LYNE.~But  this  para- 
graph, when  it  is  amended,  will  relate  to 
"cartridges,  n.e.i.,  filled."  I  intend  to 
make  cartridge  cases  and  powder  free.  I 
do  not  think  that  this  paragraph  applies 
to  the  miners'  cartridges. 

Mr.  WATKIXS.— So  long  as  it  is  made 
quite  clear,  I  do  not  mind. 

Mr.  Hedges. — What  the  honorable 
member  refers  to  is  compressed  powder. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— I  refer  to  powder 
ocHnpressed  into  cartridges.    I  should  like 


to  know  under  what  paragraph  the  Min- 
ister proposes  to  deal  with  the  miners' 
powder  ? 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [1.45 
a.m.]. — The  Treasurer  has  announced  his 
intention  to  make  paragraph  a  read — 
"  Cartridges,  n.e.i.,  filled."  It  is  unneces- 
sary to  insert  the  word  "  filled,"  because 
it  would  not  be  a  cartridge  unless  it  was 
filled,  but  merely  a  case. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Paragraph  i  deals 
with  cartridge  cases,  and  it  is  necessary  to 
distinguish  between- the  two  itemh. 

Mr.  HEDGES. — In  my  opinion,  pam- 
graph  A  is  all  right  as  it  is. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  11.46  a.m.].— 
I  understand  that  all  the  paragraphs  of 
this  item  apply  to  sporting  powder  and 
sporting  cartridges. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  is  quite 
right. 

Mr.  BOWDEX.— I  think  that  Jhe 
miners'  explosives  ought  to  be  made  free. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — That  question  can  \<e 
raised  on  paragraph  l,  which  deals  Jivith 
"  Explosives,  n.e.i.",  which  are  dutTable 
at  5  per  cent,  in  the  general  Tariff,  and 
admitted  free  when  imported  from  the 
United  Kingdixn. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  just  in- 
quired of  the  officers,  and  I  can  assure  the 
honorable  member  for  Xepean  that  the 
introductory  word  "  explosives "  is  all 
right  as  it  stands. 

Amendment,  bv  leave,  withdrawn. 
'Amendment    (by    Sir    William  I.vne) 
proposed — 

Thiit  the  word  "filled"  be  instTlcd  after  the 
letters  "  n.e.i." 

Mr.  BOWDEX  (Xepean)  [1.48  a.m.].— 
I  still  think  that  the  word  "cartridges" 
will  include  the  miners'  cartridges,  but  if 
the  Treasurer  will  assure  me  that  the 
miners'  cartridges  will  be  itxrluded  in  para- 
graph L,  and  not  in  this  item,  I  shall  be 
satisfied. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  iust  been 
informed  that  they  will  be  so  included. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSOX  (Corangamite)  ['-49 
a.m.]. — I  desire  to  know  whether  the  Min- 
ister intends  to  propose  any  alteration  in 
the  duties  of  30  and  20  per  cent,  on  "  Car- 
tridges, n.e.i.,  filled."  The  A  section  of 
the  Tariff  CcHnmission  reoMnmended  a  dutv 
of  20  per  cent  in  the  general  Tariff  and 
per  cent,  in  the  preferential  Tariff. 
That  is  stiff  enough. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  will  .Ttrree  lo 
duties  of  30  per  cent,  and  25  per  cent. 
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Mr.  WILSON.— I  move- 
That  after  the  words  "  30  per  cent.,"  para- 
graph A,  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  13th  De- 
cember,  19071  ad  val.  (General  Tarill),  20  per 
cent.,"  be  inserted ;  and  that  after  the  word» 
"20  per  cent.,"  the  words  "and  on  and  after 
12th  Uecembcr,  1907,  ad  v.il.  (United  Kingdom), 
15  per  cent.,"  be  added. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [1.51  a.m.]. 
— I  shoulij  like  to  hear  from  tiie  Treasurer 
some  reason  for  his  proposed  departure 
frcsn  the  recggnmendation  of  the  A  section 
of  the  Tariff  C(Hnmission  in  regard  to 
cartridges.  The  G(xnmissi(xi  evidently 
went  fully  into  the  questiOT,  because  they 
have  made  a  reccnnmendation  in  regard  10 
Itfe  pifeferesitial  duty,  which  they  have 
rarelv  done  in  regard  to  any  other  item 
in  the  Tariff.  If  the  Treasurer  has  any 
reason  why  we  should  depart  frwn  that  re- 
commendation I  should  be  glad  to  hear 
it.  Otherwise  1  shall  vote  for  duties  of 
20  per  cent,  and  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[1.54  a.m.]. — I  was  talking  a  few  days 
ago  to  a  cartridge  manufacturer  in  Sydney. 
He  told  me  that  if  duties  of  20  per  cemt. 
and  15  per  cent,  were  adopted  as  recom- 
mended by  the  A  section  of  the  Tariff 
Commission  whilst  the  parts  were  made 
free  he  would  be  abte  to  get  along  very 
well.  We  ojght  to  ha\e  an  explanation 
whv  the  Commission's  recommendation  has 
not  Ijeen  adhered  to. 

Mr.  THOMAS  (Uarrier)  [1.55  a.m.].— 
Under  the  Kingstcm  Tariff  it  was  orij^n- 
ally  proi>o^ed  to  make  the  duty  on  cart- 
ridges 20  per  c^nt.,  but  Parliament  made 
them  free.  Tliere  was  no  preference 
idea  in  those  days.  Now,  however,  the 
Government  i>rofess  to  be  anxious  to  grant 
a  preference  to  the  United  Kingd<Hti.  I 
am  (]uite  prepared  to  vote  with  the  Govern- 
ment in  favour  of  a  duty  of  20  per  cent, 
against  the  world  in  gener.il  with  a  pre- 
ference to  llie  United  Kingdom.  That 
ought  to  be  sufficient. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  \yill  accept  the 
amendment. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

I'ar;igraph  D.  Firewnrl;-;,  ;nl  v^il.  (Clencial 
Tarill),  35  per  cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  25  per 
cent. 

Amendment    (by    Mr.    Storrer)  pro- 

pos(?d  - 

Tint  afler  the  words  "35  per  cent.,"  oara- 
graph  B,  the  words  and  on  and  after  12th  De- 
cember, i()oT,  ad  val.  (('•eneral  Tariff),  30  per 
cent./'  be  inwrted. 


Mr,  THOMAS  (Barrier)  [1.57  a-m.].— 
Does  this  item  relate  to  the  fireworks  pur- 
chased by  children? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^AIl  kinds. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— If  it  applied  onlv  to 
children's  fireworks  I  should  be  prepared 
to  vote  fOT  duties  of  50  per  cent,  or  60 
vet  cent. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Whv? 

Mr.  THOMAS.-^I  should  like  to  see 
their  importation  prohibited,  and  would 
even  prohibit  their  manufacture  in  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [1.58 
a.m.]. — Honorable  members  should  reroU 
lect  that  this  item  affects  the  magnificent 
pyrotechnical  displavs  which  are  scanetimes 
arranged  for  the  delight  of  the  public. 
I  -shall  support  the  amendment  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Bass. 

Sir  WiLLUM  Lyne. — I  will  aeree  to 
that. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  c.  Fuse  n.e.i.,  per  coil  of  24  feet 
or  less  and  in  proportion  for  any  greater  quan- 
tity, per  coil  (General  Tariff),  ijd. ;  (United 
Kingdom),  id. 

Mr.  TILLEY  IPROWN  (Indi)  [2.0 
a.m.] — This  item  constitutes  another  tax 
upon  the  mining  community.  I  ccmsider 
that  safety  fuse  at  all  events  should  he 
free.  It  was  free  under  the  old  Tariff. 
I  have  received  a  communication  which  in- 
dicates the  nosition.  There  are  onlv  two 
factories  in  Victoria  which  make  fme.  one 
at  Kontscrav  and  the  other  at  Bendigo; 
and  only  about  thirtv-three  people,  mostiv 
girls,  nre  employed.  The  duty  will  mean 
taxaiticHi  amounting  to  something  like 
yrs.ooo  per  annum,  and  for  the  sake  of 
an  industry  eraploying  thirty  hands  the 
Government  prooose  to  subject  the  mining 
industry  to  still  another  disabilit^^  I 
move — 

Th:!t  after  the  figures  "  lid."  and  "id..** 
par;igr.-\ph  c,  the  words  "and  on  and  after  ijth 
December,  1907,  free,"  be  inserted. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [2.1  a.m.]. 
—  This  paragraph,  although  not  of  great 
importance,  so  far  as  the  value  of  the  in- 
dustry to  which  it  relates  is  concerned,  is 
of  serious  consequence  to  those  engaged  ii> 
mining.  There  is  probably  no  item  in  tlie- 
Tariff  to  which  we  should  give  more  care- 
ful consideration  than  one  relating  to  fuse 
for  underground  mining.  We  all  know 
of  the  perils  of  the  mining  industry,  and, 
unhappily,  are  familiar  vriQ^hftr^feaKties 
associated  with  itis'^'^^'^'^ffla^  the 
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choice  of  fuses  may  possibly  jeopardize 
the  lives  of  many  miners,  and,  for  that 
leascm,  we  should  give  special  attention  to 
this  question.  The  evi(knce  seems  to  in- 
dicate that  fairly  satisfactory  fuse  has  been 
produced  in  Australia;  but  the  imposition 
of  this  duty  has  enabled  the  local  manu- 
facturers to  unduly  penalize  the  mining  in- 
dustry. I  would  suggest  to  the  Treasurer 
that  he  would  save  time  by  agreeing  to  re- 
duce the  duties  to  Jd.  and  {d.  per  coil. 

Mr.  TiLLEV  Brown. — I  am  agreeable 
to  that. 

Sir  WiLLi.^M  Lyne. — ^Very  well. 
Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Amendment    (by    Mr.    Frazer)  pro- 

p<jsed — 

Tli;tt  after  the  Sk'JI'c  "  'i'l-. '  par.i^^raph  C, 
the  words  "  and  on  and  after  lalh  December, 
1907,  per  coil  ((Icner.Tl  Tariff).  Jd.,"  be  inserted; 
and  ihut  after  the  figure  "  id."  the  words  "  and 
on  and  after  12th  December,  1907,  per  coil 
(United  Kingdom),  jd.,"  be  inserted. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [2.4  a.m.l. 
— The  Treasurer  is  not  treating  me  fairly, 
as,  notwithstanding  the  assistance  I  have 
given  him  in  passing  the  Tariff,  he  has 
abandcmed  the  Government  proposal.  The 
manufacture  of  fuse  is  a  Victcnrian  Indus* 
try,  and  is  carried  on  in  my  own  elec- 
torate. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  was  riot  aware  of 
that. 

Sir  TOHN  QUICK.— If  the  Minister 
has  given  way  to  the  request  made  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Kalgoorlie,  he  is  not 
doing  justice  to  the  protectionist  section  of 
the  Tariff  Ccxmnission,  whose  recommen- 
dations I  am  here  to  sustain.  I  am  scnry 
lhat  I  agreed  to  help  the  Government  to 
carry  on  late  to-night  if,  as  the  result  of 
late  sitting,  duties  are  to  be  reduced, 
withcHit  fair  crasideration,  by  the  ocmaent 
of  the  Treasurer.  Quite  a  number  of  hon- 
orable members  are  prepared  to  support 
the  recoounmdati^m  of  the  Commissitxi 
and  the  duties  originally  proposed.  I. pro- 
test against  the  action  of  the  Treasurer  in 
giving  way  as  he  has  done.  The  manu- 
facture of  fuse  was  fexhaustively  inquired 
into  by  the  Commission,  the  protectionist 
section  of  which  recanmended  a  duty  of 
id.  per  coil.  The  Government  went  one 
step  further,  and  proposed  duties  of  ijd. 
and  id.  The  evidence  before  the  Cmd- 
mission  showed  that  the  abolition  of  the 
Victwian  dutv  placed  the  production  of 
fuse  in  Australia  in  a  very  precarious  posi- 
ticHi,  and  that  but  for  the  appointment  of 
the  Gnnmission  to  inquire  into  the  condi- 
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ticm  .of  threatened  and  strangled  indus- 
tries, the  factories  in  Australia  would  have 
been  closed. 

Mr.  BowDEN, — How  many  are  there? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— There  are  two 
factories,  one  in  Footscray  and  one  in 
Bendigo. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — They  employ 
thirty  hands,  consisting  for  the  most  pnrt 
of  women. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  am  surprised 
that  a  representative  of  Victoria  should 
attack  a  Victorian  industry.  The  Commis- 
sion was  positively  assured  that  the  local 
factories  had  been  struggling  and  fighting 
a  Wg  trust,  in  the  shape  of  Nobel  and 
Company,  which  has  thrown  down  the 
gauntlet,  and  has  deliberately  told  the  Aus- 
tralian manufacturers  that  it  intends  to 
have  the  whole  of  the  Australian  market 
or  nothing.  They  have  cut  prices  so  low 
that  the  local  factories  have  been  unable  to 
make  the  business  pay. 

Mr.  Frazer. — How  does  the  honorable 
member  reconcile  that  statement 'with  the 
fact  that  they  have  raised  the  prioe  by  is. 
6d.  since  the  imposition  of  these  duties? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— When  the  old  Vic- 
torian duty  was  abolished  Messrs.  Nobel 
and  Company  reduced  pnces  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  the  local  factories  had  to  sell  be- 
low the  cost  of  production.  Their  repre- 
sentatives candidly  admitted  that  they 
desired  a  duty  to  enable  them  to  carry  on 
their  business.  They  frankly  said  that  if 
the  importers  raised  their  prices  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  duty  imposed  they  would  also 
be  forced  to  do  so,  but  that  otherwise  they 
would  be  unable  to  do  so.  The  inference 
is  irresistible  that  the  impOTting  firms  first 
raised  their  prices  and  that  the  local  manu- 
facturers did  likewise.  After  all,  if  they 
did  they  merely  brought  up  the  price  to  the 
normal  level  at  which  the  local  manufac- 
turers were  able  to  mate  both  ends  mee*, 
whilst,  the  Victorian  Tariff  was  in  opera- 
tion. I  would  remind  honorable  members 
in  the  I,.ihour  Party  that  the  two  factories 
in  Victoria  are  carried  on  under  the  Wages 
Board  system,  and  are  subject  to  periodical 
inspection  by  factory  inspectors.  They  pro- 
vide excellent  accommodation  for  their  em- 
ployes, and  extend  to  them  the  very  l>est 
treatment.  It  is  stated  that  they  recognise 
the  eight  hours'  system  and  pay  good  wa'^s. 
The  rates  of  wages  paid  here  are  much 
higher  than  those  prevaiUngdif^gUdd.and 
on  the  Continent.^' the 
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production  of  fuse  any  more  than  the  pro- 
duction of  any  other  ccMnmodity  in  Aus- 
tralia under  Australian  conditions  to  be 
as  cheap  as  it  is  in  England  or  on  the  Con- 
tinent. If  there  has  been  a  slight  increase 
in  the  price — which  I  do  not  admit — it  may 
W-  justified  by  the  fact  that  the  local  fac- 
tijries  have  to  comply  with  the  strict  con- 
ditions imposed  by  the  State  industrial  laws, 
For  the  safe  conduct  of  mining  operations, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  is  necessar>' 
that  the  best  fuse  should  be  used.  I  have 
i:i  my  hand  a  report  from  Mr.  Hake,  the 
Chief  Inspector  of  Exploaves  in  Victoria, 
whidi  was  famished  to  me  speciallv,  in 
order  that  I  might  read  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee when  this  item  came  up  for  dis- 
cussion. AmcHigst  other  things,  he 
says — 

Oae  importnnt  advantage  of  a  local  fu^e 
factory  is  that  the  fuse  is  manufactured  and 
issued  direct  to  the  mmes  in  a  frerii  condition, 
long  storage  and  exposuTC  to  extieme  variations 
of  tcmpeTature  being  aroided. 

Mr.  Hedges. — That  is  an  argtunent  in 
lavoui  of  the  consumption  in  Victoria  of 
luse  manufactured  in  this  State. 

Sir  JOHN  (^UlCK.— It  is  an  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  its  production  in  Vic- 
toria, where  it  can  be  transferred  to  other 
parts  of  the  Commonwealth  within  a  very 
short  time  after  it  has  been  manufactured, 
as  against  the  importation  of  fuse  manu- 
factured abroad.  Another  argument  used 
by  Mr,  Hake  is  that  the  production  of 
fuse  should  be  promoted  as  one  of  the 
elements  and  featiu-es  of  national  defence, 
because,  in  all  probability,  on  tiie  outbreak 
of  hostilities,  fuse  would  be  declared 
contraband  bf  war,  and  oversea  supplies 
would  be  liable  to  seizure.  I  use  that  as 
an  argument  to  show  that  we  sbcMild  not 
allow  these  local  fuse  factories  to  be  wiped 
out.  The  Tariff  Commission  had  the  as- 
surance of  the  representative  of  the  Ben- 
digo  factory,  in  which  over  _/^20,ooo  has 
Iti-en  spent,  that  unless  this  duty  were  im- 
posed in  order  to  level  up  prices,  the  fac- 
tory would  have  to  be  closed,  and  all  the 
hands  turned  adrift. 

Mr.  Wilson. — We  have  heard  that  state- 
ment about  every  factorv  in  Australia. 

Sir  TOHN  QUICK.— I  would  remind 
tlip  honorable  member  for  CcH-angamite  that 
Ibis  is  a  Victorian  industry. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Otherwise  we  should  not 
h.ivf  this  special  pleading  in  support  of  it. 

-Sir  TOHN  OUICK.— I  have  fought  for 
industries  in  Western  Australia,  in  Queens- 
land, and  in  the  other  States  as  well  as  for 


Victorian  industries,  and  I  feel  that  I 
am  jtistified  in  fighting  for  tius  in- 
dustry) which  is  the  <»ily  one  spedally 
identified  with  the  Bendigo  district.  I 
shall  think  it  very  unfair  if  protectionist 
members  of  the  Ctxiunittee  %'ote  against  this 
duty.  As  regards  the  price  of  fuse,  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  if  the  local  fuse  factories 
were  closed  up,  as  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe  they  would  be,  as  a  result  of  the 
rejection  of  this  duty,  Nobel  and  Company, 
and  the  continental  fuse-makers,  having  a 
mraiopoly  of  the  market,  would  charge 
the  mining  companies  what  they  thought 
fit  for  their  fuse,  and  the  price,  instead 
of  being  reduced,  would  go  up.  I  say  that 
since  fuse  has  been  manufactured  in  Aus- 
tralia the  average  price  has  gone  down, 
and  the  mining  ocMiununity  has  ha3  the 
benefit  of  a  better,  as  well  as  of  a  cheaper, 
fuse. 

Mr.  Frazer. — The  price  soon  went  up 
i8d.  a  dozen  after  this  Tariff  was  an- 
nounced. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— It  went  up  to  a 
normal  figure.  Surely  the  honorable  mem- 
ber does  not  desire  that  those  employed  in 
fuse  factories  in  Australia  should  bf 
sweated,  or  that  the  manufacturers  shouM 
have  to  carry  on  the  industry  at  a  loss. 
They  are  carrying  on  at  a  loss  at  the  pre- 
sent time. 

Sir.  Watson. — What  increase  up<Ki  the 
old  duty  does  the  hcmorable  member  pro- 
pose? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Under  the  Vic- 
torian Tariff  the  duty  was  id.  per  coil. 
The  Kingston  Tariff  when  firrt  introdoced 
contained  a  pn^xsat  for  the  same  dutv  .  I 
think  it  would  mean  an  increase  of  about  » 
per  cent.  If  this  small  duty  is  not  agned 
to  for  the  protection  bf  an  industry  in  which 
over  ;^20,ooo  has  been  expended  on  one 
factorv  at  Bendigo  and  over  ;£to,ooo  cm 
another  at  Footscray.  the  probability  is 
that  those  factories  will  be  closed  up.  and 
the  mining  companies  must  take  the  conse- 
quences. I  appeal  to  protectiraiists  in  the 
Committee  not  to  desert  me  on  this  item.  I 
can  appeal  to  labour  members  espedatly  to 
support  an  industry  which  pays  the  \'er> 
best  wages.  On  this  subject  I  can  quote 
from  the  report  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Hake, 
who  visited  the  Bendigo  factor}-.  He 
says — 

I  found  on  my  first  inspection  that  the  factory 
was  esublished  on  the  right  lines,  and  care- 
fully conducted  from  the  point  of  view  of 
safety    to    the    workpeople    engaged    in  the 
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factor)-.  Impiovements  in  the  factor;  for  the 
beUei  safety  of  the  workpeople  have  been 
gradually  extended  since  1890.  Blany  of  these, 
although  not  required  under  the  Act,  haTe  been 

carried  out  by  the  proprietor  on  his  own  initia- 
tive and  at  his  cost.  In  my  opinion,  the  fac- 
tory compares  favorably  with  any  fuse  factory 
in  the  wor)«l  both  as  regards  precautions  taken 
to  prevent  accidents  and  the  general  eficiency  of 
the  machinery. 

Mr.  Fhazer. — ^And  this  was  done  under 
free-trade. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Not  at  all.  Thi5 
factory  was  established  under  the  Victorian 
Tariff  of  id.  per  coil.  Since  its  establish- 
ment Xobel  and  Ccmpany  have  appeared  in 
the  field  in  competition  with  the  local  fac- 
tories, and  they  have  proclaimed  their  de- 
liberate design  and  intenticm  to  acquire  a 
monopolv  of  the  market  for  fuse  in  Aus- 
tralia. I  warn  the  Committee,  and  mining 
members  especially,  that  if  this  duty  is  re- 
duced the  disaster  caused  by  the  closing  up 
of  the  local  factory  will  overtake  them,  and 
they  will  regret  the  day  tbey  voted  against 
the  proposal  I  make. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [7. 1 6  a.m.]. — I  regret  very  much  to 
hear  the  ^ravagant  lai^uage  used  by  the 
hoDorable  member  for  Bendigo  in  regard 
to  this  matter.  I  must  say  that  I  was  not 
aware  of  what  he  has  said  with  respect  to 
Nobel  and  Company,  nor  was  I  aware  that 
there  was  a  fuse  factory  in  his  own  con- 
stituency. I  thought  that  the  duty  pro- 
posed was  rather  high.  I  find  that,  as  the 
honorable  member  for  Bendigo  ha.s  said, 
the  duty  under  the  Victorian  Tariff  was 
id.  per  coil  of  24  feet.  In  Queensland, 
New  South  Wales,  and  South  Australia, 
fuse  was  free.  In  Tasmania  there  was  a 
duty  of  20  per  cent,  imposed,  and  in 
Western  Australia  the  article  was  free. 

Sir  John  Quick. — There  were  no  fac- 
tories in  the  other  States. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.— I  do  not  wish 
to  take  from  this  industr}-  a  fair  measure 
of  protection.  I  have  had  to  decide  the 
matter  as  best  I  could,  and  the  hcmorable 
member  for  Bourke  informed  me  that  he 
thought  a  certain  duty  would  be  carried. 

Sir  John  Quick. — The  h(xiorable  mem- 
ber did  not  consult  me  about  it.  Was  that 
fair? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  know 
whether  he  did  or  not.  He  told  me  that 
a  certain  duty  would  be  carried,  and  I  did 
not  wish  to  delay  the  Ccxnmittee.  I  did 
not  know  the  hc»iorable  member  for  Ben- 
digo felt  so  keenly  on  the  matter. 


Sir  John  Quick. — I  do  feel  keenly  in 
the  matter,  and  I  have  helped  the  Trea- 
surer in  many  difficult  situaticms. 

Sir  WILLIAM  tVNE.— The  honorable 
gentlonan  never  said  a  word  about  the 
matter  to  me. 

Sip  John  QinCK. — I  did  not  think  the 
hcmorable  gentleman  was  gcang  to  abandon 
the  dutv  he  proposed. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  had  no  in- 
ftxmation  at  aTI  from  the  honorable  mem- 
ber in  regard  to  the  matter.  After  looking 
at  the  duties  imposed  under  the  States 
Tariffs,  I  thought  that  the  duty  propose^l 
was  a  high  duty.  It  may  be  that  present 
conditions  are  different  from  those  which 
existed  when  the  States  Tariffs  were  in 
operation,  but  I  do  not  think  the  honorable 
member  for  Bendigo  has  been  quite  fair  in 
blaming  me  for  agreeing  to  a  pK^xjsal 
which  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  reascmable 
one.  I  was  informed  some  hours  ago  that 
there  would  be  a  fight  over  the  duty  on 
fuse. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Who  told  the  honor- 
able gentleman  that? 

Mr.  BowDEN. — I  did. 

Sir  John  Quick.— Is  tlie  honorable 
member  for  Nepean  the  boss  of  the  Com- 
mittee ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  wish  to  tell 
the  honorable  member  for  Bendigo  what 
happened,  because  I  do  not  want  him  to 
feel  that  I  deserted  him  in  any  way. 

Sir  John  Quick. — It  looked  like  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  was  not  fair  or  just.  I  am  not  go- 
ing to  take  that  sort  of  statement  from 
him.  Whilst  I  thank  him  for  helping  the 
Government  in  the  way  that  he  has  done. 
I  will  not  sutanit  quietly  to  attacks  such 
as  he  made  on  me  just  now.  I  must  hove 
some  discretitm  in  the  conduct  of  business. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Was  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bendigo  supporting  you  because 
he  thot^ht  you  were  right,  or  merely  l<e- 
cause  he  thotight  he  could  get  a  acces- 
sion for  a  Bei^go  industry? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  will  not  cast 
that  reflection  on  the  honorable  member, 
but  he  should  know  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Barrier,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber fox  Coolgardie,  the  honorable  member 
for  Nepean,  and  one  or  two  other  hrnior- 
al^e  members,  came  to  me  about  this 
matter,  and  that  causerl  me  to  ascertain 
what  the  duties  bad  been  in  the  past. 

Sir  John  Quick. — ^Did  afiy^ratecdfmifit 
member  ask  the'^liiiif^j^MygA^  to 
abandon  this  proposal  7 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  know 
that  he  did;  but  I  have  to  use  my  own 
discretion,  and  sometimes  I  must  act 
quickly.  I  felt  that  Uie  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bendigo  was  voy  unfair  to  me. 

Sir  John  Quick. — I  think  the  honor- 
able member  was  unfair  to  me. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  the  honor- 
able member  had  said  a  wwd  to  me  about 
it,  I  should  have  known  exactly  what  his 
views  were. 

Sir  John  Quick, — I  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  ask  the  Treasurer  to  support 
his  own  Tariff. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  I  have 
had  several  times  to  agree  to  re- 
ductions, but  in  this  particular  case, 
when  I  found  out  that  Victoria  was 
the  only  State  that  had  a  duty  of  id. 
per  coil,  that  one  other  State  had  a  duty  of 
zo  per  cent.,  and  thai  in  the  case  of  all  the 
others  the  article  was  free,  I  began  to  think 
that  this  duty  was  high.  I  am  quite  pre- 
pared to  test  the  feeling  of  the  Committee 
on  a  division.  I  regret  the  honoral)le  mem- 
ber for  Bendigo  has  shown  so  much  heat 
as  to  the  action  I  took. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [2.22  a.m.]. 
There  are  many  sides  to  this  question,  and 
the  honorable  member  for  Bendigo  has  made 
a  great  mistake  in  stating  the  case  as  he  has 
done.  This  duty  strikes  a  heavy  blow  at 
the  mining  industry.  During  1 906 
1,214,206  coils  of  fuse  were  imported  into 
Australia.  A  duty  of  id.  per  coil  on  that 
would  have  amounted  to  ^£5,000.  The 
Tariff  Commission  actually  reccmimended  a 
duty  <m  powder  and  tape,  which  are  the 
principal  raw  materials  from  which  fuse  is 
made. 

Sir  John  Quick. — We  recommended  that 
for  the  protection  of  other  industries. 

Mr,  HEDGIiS. — There  is  no  consistency 
in  that  attitude.  If  the  Commission  had 
rec:;nmended  free  powder  to  make  cheap 
fuse,  there  would  have  been  some  sense  in 
it.  But  I  fail  to  see  how  the  Commissicm 
could  recommend  a  duty  on  powder  and 
then  expect  the  mining  industry  to  get  cheap 
fuse.  Fuse  of  the  very  best  quality  is 
essential  for  mining.  The  chief  mining  of 
Australia  is  not  carried  on  in  Victoria,  but 
in  the  other  States.  Why  should  we 
in  other  States  be  taxed  so  that  a 
little  fuse  can  be  made  in  Victoria?  The 
proposition  which  the  Treasurer  has  ac- 
cepted is  sensible,  and,  in  the  best  interests 
of  Australian  mining,  although,  perhaps, 


not  altogether  of  Victoria,  but  we  are  here 
to  legislate  for  Australia,  and  not  for  any 
particular  State. 

Hr.  HUTCHISON  (Hiadmarsh)  [2,27 
a.m.]. — ^Thls  is  not  a  South  Australian  in- 
dustry ;  but  I  am  entirely  in  accord  with 
the  honorable  member  for  Bendigo.  I  am 
surprised  that  the  Minister  has  agreed  to 
such  a  reduction.  It  is  strange  that  hon- 
orable members  calling  themselves  protec- 
tionists should  be  so  anxious  to  destroy  one 
of  the  best  paid  industries  that  we  have. 
The  honorable  member  for  Fremantle  said 
that  the  duty  on  the  total  imports  last  year 
would  have  meant  ;^5,ooo.  The  object 
of  the  Tariff  is  to  allow  people  to  escape 
the  duty  by  purchasing  the  local  article. 

Mr.  Hedges. — The  local  article  has 
gone  up  by  more  than  the  duty  proposed. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  hooorable 
memljer  for  Bendigo  explained  how-  that 
happened.  The  Nobel  Company  has  only 
been  doing  what  has  been  done  in  many 
other  ca.ses—dumping  and  undercutting, 
in  order  to  destroy  the  local  industry,  to 
secure  the  whole  field  to  itself,  and  then 
put  the  price  up  to  a  much  higher  figure. 
If  any  honorable  member  can  show  that  it 
is  dangerous  to  use  the  fuse  made  by  these 
two  Australian  factories,  it  will  be  an  argu- 
ment for  reducing  the  duty. 

Mr.  Thomas. — It  is  very  good  fuse. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON— If  we  are  aUe  to 
make  good  fuse,  as  the  honorable  mem^r 
sa\  .s,  the  people  of  Australia  ought  to  use 
that  and  no  other.  This  is  a  well-paid 
industry.  We  have  had  too  few  of  that 
kind,  a  large  number  paying  good  wages 
only  under  compulsion.  I  am  pre- 
pared to  give  a  fair  measure  of  (wo- 
tectiun  to  every  well-paid  indu^'- 
The  Minister  said  that  he  gave  way 
because  there  were  no  duties  in 
the  States,  except  in  Victt»ia  and  Tas- 
mania. That  is  no  argument  at  all.  The 
reason  that  tbere  was  no  duty  in  anjr  of 
the  other  States  except  those  named  was 
that  an  impost  would  have  l>een  a  handicap 
to  the  miners  in  those  States.  Under  the 
circumstances,  it  was  thought  better  to 
leave  fuse  free,  so  as  to  bring  it 
into  competition  with  the  fuse  made 
in  the  Old  Country.  I  am  prepared 
to  support  the  honorable  member  for 
Bendigo;  and  I  hope  e\'er>-  good  protec- 
tionist will  do  the  sani^-J^-luple,  without 
any  protest,  dpkf  ^t^fedliffiJas  that  I 
thought  altogether  unjustifiable,  in  view  of 
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the  evid^Ke  given  before  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission ;  but  this  is  a  reduction  to  which  I 
cannot  consent.  I  hope  the  haitM-able  mem- 
ber for  Bendigo  will  adhere  to  the  duties 
proposed  in  the  Tariff. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Certainly ;  I  shall 
divide  the  C«nmittee  on  the  question. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [2.32  a.m.].— I 
think  the  attitude  of  the  Treasurer  towards 
the  honorable  member  for  Bendigo  is  very 
regrettable.  The  honorable  member  made 
a  very  proper  request  that  this  industry, 
being  a  Victorian  industry,  and  in  his  con- 
stituency, should  be  considered. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  did  not  make  that  request  to  me. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— But  the  Treasurer  re- 
plied as  though  the  honorable  member  for 
Bendigo  had  made  some  improper  demand 
when  he  objected  to  the  extinction  of  this 
industrv.  On  the  other  hand,  when  the 
honorable  member  for  Kalgoorlie  made  a 
request,  the  Treasurer,  in  order  to  save 
time,  and  himself  some  trouble,  at  once 
agreed  to  reduce  the  duty ;  and,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  honorable  gentleman  did 
this  without  knowing  anything  of  the  Vic- 
torian industry,  he  deserves  scxne  blame. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  never  expect 
anything  but  blame  from  the  honorable 
member,  rightlv  or  wrongly  ! 

Mr.  CROUCH.— In  this  case,  I  think 
the  ^linister  is  rightly  blamed.  When  we 
ask  the  reason  for  the  Minister's  attitude, 
we  find  that  he  has  ascertained  that  before 
Federation,  Victoria  was  practically  the 
<Miiy  Colcmy  in  which  there  was  protection 
in  this  oxmexicxi.  It  was  because  of  that 
protection  that  Victoria  was  the  only 
Colony  in  which  there  was  a  fuse  factory ; 
and  I  am  glad  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Bendigo  intends  to  divide  the  C«n- 
mittee  on  the  question.  We  ought  to  tc- 
member  that  the  wages  paid  in  this  indus- 
try in  Victoria  are  double  those  paid  in 
England ;  and  that  in  itself  is  sufficient 
justification  for  a  dutv.  Any  one  who 
knows  the  methods  of  importers,  and 
especially  the  Xobel  Company,  realize  that, 
if  the  Victorian  industry  were  extinguished, 
the  mining  industry,  mstead  of  gaining, 
would  lose,  because  prices  wcmld-  be  at 
«ice  raised,  with  a  view  to  wiping  trff  the 
losses  caused  bv  the  local  competition.  The 
miners  of  Ballarat,  Bendigo,  Blackwood, 
and  other  places  are  only  too  glad  to  haw 
this  Victorian  factory  in  operaticm,  because 
it  means  to  them  better  and  cheaper  fuse. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  this  Australian  in- 
dustry, by  means  of  its  safer  product,  is  a 


protecticHi  to  the  Australian  miner  \  and  it 
is  most  unfortunate  that  the  Minister  should 
agree  so  readily  to  a  suggestion  which  may 
lead  to  its  extinction.  I  trust  that  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  will  be  convinced  by  the 
arguments  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Bendigo,  and,  at  least,  agree  to  duties  of 
i^d.  and  id. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgooriie)  [2.36  a.m.]. 
— I  am  surprised  at  the  debate  which  has 
followed  the  attempt  of  the  Treasurer  to 
do  what  is  fair  in  reference  to  this  item; 
also  at  the  opinim  which  has  been  ex- 
pressed that  the  extinction  of  the  industry 
will  follow  a  reduction  of  the  duty.  When 
this  item  was  discussed  on  the  passing  of 
the  last  Tariff,  Parliament  distinctly  re- 
fused to  make  this  article  dutiable;  but 
the  result  has  not  beoi  the  wiping  out  ot 
the  industry. 

Sir  John  Quick. — The  evidence  given 
before  the  Commission  was  that  the  indus- 
trv has  had  a  precarious  existence. 

'Mr.  FRAZER.— Does  the  honorable 
member  suggest  that  tTiose  who  amduct  this 
industry  have  turned  philanthr(^ists,  and 
are  carrying  it  on  in  the  interests  of  the 
mining  propositicms  of  Australia !  We 
know  that  if  they  were  not  making  a  profit 
they  would  not  continue  the  enterprise. 
The  honorable  member  for  Corio  has  told 
us  that  this  is  one  of  the  well-paid  indus- 
tries of  the  country. 

Mr.  Crouch. — What  I  said  was  that  the 
wages  paid  are  double  those  in  EnglanB- 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  find  from  the  Vic- 
torian Factories  Inspector's  report  that  of 
the  male  employes,  there  is  one  at  the 
magnificent  wage  of  5s.  per  weelc,  three  at 
7s.  per  week  

Mr.  Crouch. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber sav  that  these  employes  axe  men? 

Mr.'  FRAZER.~I  did  not  speak  of 
men,  but  of  males.  However,  I  can  pve 
the  ages  of  the  employes  if  the  honorable 
member  insists.  Thiere  is  a  boy  of  thirteen, 
Avho  ought  to  be  at  sdiool,  and  he  is  paid 
5s.  a  week.  Theite  are  three  lads  of  four- 
teen years  of  age,  who  are  in  receipt  of 
7s.  per  week,  and  nine,  of  fifteen  yeais, 
who  get  9s.  6d.  per  week. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — That  is  more  than 
w«nen  are  paid  in  some  factories. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— If  this  is  «7iv  of  the 
well-paid  industries  of  the  C(Aiii>f/nwealth, 
the  Lord  save  us  from  the  txjor'y-paid  in- 
dustries. In  order"  to  encouni^r/;  the  manu- 
facture of  fuse,  it  is  proiicwed  to  levy  a 
tax  of  ;^6,ooo  per  annum  upon  the  mining 
industry,  which  does  .pay  decent  wages  tc 
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xasxi.  I  find  that  there  are  fifty-nine  males 
employed  in  the  fuse  industry  at  an  aver- 
age wage  of  389.  id.  weekly.  The  wages 
of  the  females  in  the  industry  range  from 
95-  6d.  to  16s.  8d.  Altogether,  there  are 
171  hands  engaged,  at  an  average  wage 
of  jQ\  OS.  8d.  per  week.  I  hold  in  my 
hand  communications  from  the  Secretary 
of  ttie  Miners'  Union  of  Western  Australia, 
and  from  the  Chamber  of  Mines  there,  to 
the  effect  that,  taking  advantage  of  the 
increased  duty  proposed,  Messrs.  Bickford 
and  Smith,  of  Bendigo,  immediately  in- 
creased the  price  of  the  locally-manufac- 
tured fuse  from  4s.  6d.  to  6s.  per  dooen 
coils. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [2.44  a.m.]. — In  reply  to  the  htmor- 
able  member's  remarks,  I  merely  wish  to 
say  that  I  have  been  informed  by  several 
honorable  members  that  the  course  which 
I  have  adopted  on  the  present  occasim  has 
had  the  effect  of  preventing  fuse  from 
being  placed  upon  the  free  list. 

Mr.  COOX  (Batman)  [2.45  a.m.].— I 
on^atulate  the  h(HiorabIe  member  for 
Kalgoorlie  upon  his  excellent  free-trade 
speech. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Congratulations  from  the 
honorable  member  ane  not  a  recommenda- 
tion. 

Mr.  COOX. — The  production  of  fuse  is 
a  ^Victorian  industry.  It  was  established 
here  in  1871,  when  a  20  per  cent,  duty 
was  operative.  Before  Icmg.  however,  it 
was  found  necessary  to  substitute  a  speci- 
lic  duty  of  id.  per  coil.  What  did  the 
foreign  manufacturer  do?  He  dumped  his 
infei^  fuse  into  this  State  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  the  Government  found  it  neces- 
sary to  increase  the  duty  to  i^d.  per  coil. 
I  should  like  luHiorable  members  to  recall 
the  number  of  accidents  which  resulted 
from  the  use  of  imported  fuse  at  the  period 
of  which  I  am  speaking.  Wlwn  the  indus- 
try was  first  established  in  Victoria,  the 
price  of  fuse  was  is.  per  coil,  but  it  has 
since  been  reduced  to  7d.  per  coil.  A  little 
while  ago,  tenders  were  called  for  the 
supply  of  fuse  to  the  Broken  Hill  mines. 
What  happened  ?  Although  the  price  of 
the  imported  article  was  8s.  6d,  per  dozen 
coils,  a  firm  at  Footscray  which  tendered 
to  supply  the  fuse  at  6s.  4d.  per  dozen 
coils  was  beaten  by  an  importing  firm 
which  desired  to  get  hold  of  the  market. 

yii.  Thomas. — What  was  the  name  of 
the  imp(»ting  firm? 

Mr.  COOX.— I  do  not  know.  In  Ger- 
many. *he  duty  upon  fuse  is  is.  4d.  per 


doien  coils,  and  in  the  United  States  it  is 
30  per  cent.  I  regret  that  the  Treasurer 
should  have  practically  agiteed  to  take  off 
the  duty  proposed  the  moment  he  was  ap- 
proached by  a  free-trader  in  the  person  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Xepean.  The 
honorable  member  for  Kalgoorlie  then 
moved  a  reduction  of  the  duty  by  100  per 
cent,  and  the  Tueasurer  consented  to  ac- 
cept his  proposal  without  even  putting  up 
a  fight.  I  do  not  intend  to  allow  any 
Australian  industry  to  be  wiped  out  if  I 
can  prev^t  it,  and  if  the  honmable  mem- 
ber for  Bendigo  divides  the  Committee- 
upon  this  question  I  shall  be  found  sup* 
porting  him. 

Mr.  SALMOX  (Laanecoorie)  [2.50 
a.m.}. — I  am  scht>-  that  so  much  heat  has 
been  imported  into  the  omsideration  of 
this  proposal.  I  regret  that  the  Treasurer 
should  have  made  the  premature  announce- 
ment which  he  did.  I  am  sorrv  that  he  did 
not  follow  the  usual  course  of  allowing  at 
least  some  discussion. 

Mr.  Storrer. — He  knew  that  he  could 
not  get  mOTe. 

.  Mr.  SALMOX— If  he  had  told  us  tha 
I  should  not  have  complained.  With  re- 
gard to  the  item  itself,  I  remember  the  dis- 
cussion in  the  Victwian  Assembly  in  1895. 
when  a  duty  was  agreed  to  whidi  allowed 
the  manufacture  of  fuse  to  be  successfully 
carried  on  in  this  State.  Until  fuse  was 
manufactured  here,  mining  was  carried  on 
in  many  districts  at  great  risk,  and  ibae 
are  men  who  to-day  bear  the  marks  of 
wounds  received  from  the  use  of  faulty 
fuse.  Those  who  have  been  associated 
with  mining  districts,  as  I  have  been  from 
my  birth,  must  have  been  struck  with  the 
immunity  from  disaster  of  recent  times  com- 
pared with  the  frequency  of  accidents  in 
the  old  days.  Nothing  gives  a  greater 
shock  to  the  ctxnmunity  than  a  large  mining 
accident.  To-day  is  the  twenty-fifth  anni- 
versary of  the  greatest  mining  calamity  that 
we  have  had  in  Victoria — that  which  took 
place  at  tlie  Australasian  Mine.  Creswick. 
I  am  firmly  coovuiced,  of  my  own  know- 
ledge, that  what  has  been  said  as  to 
the  probj^le  effect  of  the  reducticio 
of  the  duty  in  closing  the  works  in 
which  fuse  is  made  locally  is  absolirtely 
correct.  As  a  ccwc^lary  there  will  be  an 
increase  in  the  price  of  fuse.  Those  who 
pose  as  the  friend  of  the  miner,  and  wi^ 
to  lessen  the  diances  of  accidents,  will  find 
that  they  have  been  sharpening  a  swonl 
agunst  themselves^  and  placmg  the  indastrjt 
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in  fhe  hands  of  that  great  monopoly,  the 
Nobel  Company.  Honorable  members 
seem  disposed  to  give  a  certain  amount  of 

•encouragement  to  the  mining  industry,  but 
in  this  instance  titey  are  grasping  at  the 
shadow  and  losing  the  substance.  I  would 
remind  those  who  seem  to  have  forgotten 
their  protectionist  principles  that  the  way  to 
keep  down  prices  is  to  stimulate  healthy 
competition.  Without  competition  there 
must  be  monopolies,  combinations  and  rings 
for  the  plundering  of  the  consumer.  Those 

■^I'ho  wish  to  assist  the  mining  industry  by 
giving  a  cheap  fuse,  and  to  maintain  a  sub- 
sidiary industry,  will  vote  for  a  reasmable 
tluty  on  this  item.  By  doing  so  they  will 
make  the  miners  and  timber  getters  of  the 

•country,  who  desire  cheap  fuse,  indepen- 
Aent  of  makers  on  the  other  side  of  the 
world  who  in  the  past  have  not  been  c<mi- 
siderate  of  their  wants. 

Mr.  THOMAS  (Barrier)  [2.55  a.m.].— 
It  is  only  fair  to  say  that  the  Treasurer 
.agreed  to  duties  of  |d.  and  |d.  because  be 
ielt  that,  if  he  did  not,  the  item  would  be 
made  free.  I  am  anxious  that  the  making 
of  safety  fxxs/cs  should  be  carried  on  in  Aus- 
tralia, but  as  the  hcm(»'able  members  for 
Batman  and  Bendigo  have  told  us  some- 
thing of  the  histon-  of  the  industry  here,  I 
■wish  to  add  a  little  more.  For  the  facts 
-which  I  am  about  to  relate  I  am  indebted 
to  a  speech  made  by  the  honcA-aUe  member 
for  Bendigo,  when  in  the  first  Parliament 
he  endeavoured  to  retain  a  duty  an  fuse 
-which  had  been  imposed  by  the  Victorian 
Parliament.  Under  the  Victorian  duty  a 
Ynan  named  Perry  commenced  to  make  fuse 
Ai  Bendigo,  and  he  made  a  very  good  ar- 
ricie.  Messrs.  Bickford,  Smith  and  Com- 
pany, the  large  English  makers,  offered  to 
"buy  him  out,  but  he  would  not  sell  because 
he  was  making  a  fair  thing.  Very  little 
manual  labour  is  employed  in  the  making 
of  fnses,  most  the  wwk  bdng  done  by 
-machinery. 

Mr.  Frazer. — ^With  the  help  of  girls. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— Yes.  When  Perry  re- 
fused a  second  o^er,  Messrs.  BidEf(»d, 
Smith  and  Company  tfireatened  that  if  he 
Tffouid  not  sell  they  would  crush  him  out. 
They  showed  him  that  they  had  ten  fac- 
tories, and  that  they  could  aiford  to  run  txie 
of  tfiem  without  making  a  profit  in  order 
to  compel  him  to  sell.  I  mention  this  case 
because  we  have  heard  of  what  the  Nobel 
■Company  will  do  if  the  proposed  duty  is 
«iot  imposed.    The  outcome  was  that  Mr. 


Perry  had  to  sell  his  factory  to  Bidcford, 
Smith  and  Company,  a  Ccnnish  £rm. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Do  we  not  want  Eng- 
lish firms  to  establish  factories  in  Aus- 
tralia? 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  am  not  objecting  to 
that,  but  merely  stating  thsA  the  Bendigo 
factory  is  practically  a  branch  of  that 
Cornish  firm.  It  cares  very  little  whether 
we  impose  a  duty  ot  not,  because,  in  those 
countries  wher^  a  duty  is  imposed,  it  es- 
tablishes a  factory  and  secures  the  profit. 
I  admit  that  a  certain  amount  of  labour 
is  employed  in  the  production  of  the  fuse, 
but  the  'i»rofit  goes  to  the  firm.  It  .sends 
out  no  fuse  unless  it  is  of  a  first-class 
character.  I  am  not  anxious  that  the  fac- 
tories at  Bendigo  and  Footscray  should 
have  to  "  shut  down,"  and,  therefore,  I  am 
prepared  to  support  duties  of  |d.  and  Jd. 
per  coil.  We  are  told  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Laanecoorie  that  if  they  did 
cease  to  exist,  there  would  be  no  com- 
petition, because  Nobel  and  Company  ei- 
joy  a  monopoly.  Nobel  and  Company, 
and  Bickford,  Smith  and  Company  are 
fighting  one  another,  and  that  fight  would 
not  cease  merely  because  the  Bendigo 
branch  of  the  latter  firm  was  closed.  I 
am  anxious  to  see  the  business  carried  on 
in  Australia,  especially  by  Perry  and  Com- 
pany, who,  I  think,  were  treated  badly  by 
Bickford,  Smith  and  Company.  I  have 
nothing  to  say  against  the  Bendigo  fuse, 
because,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  very  good.  If 
I  thought  that  with  duties  of  |d.  and  Jd. 
per  aril  the  local  factories  would  have  to 
close,  I  should  be  prepared  to  give  them  a 
little  more  protection ;  but  I  do  not  think 
it  is  necessary.  I  ask  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bendigo  to  say  how  much  manual 
labour  goes  to  make  a  coil  of  fuse? 

Sir  John  Qxjiot. — ^They  pay  £$,000  a 
vear  in  wages. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  believe  that  the 
labour  cost  is  oonsiderably  less  than  |d. 
per  coil,  and  I  amsider  that  if  we  pve 
the  makers  a  protecticm  of  fd.  and  Jd.  per 
coil,  we  shall  give  them  ample  protecticm, 
and  put  them  in  a  position  to  produce  good 
fuse  and  pay  decent  wages. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Dariing)  [3.7  a.m.].— In 
my  opinion,  the  Treasurer  has  offwed  a 
very  fair  compromise.  He  has  given  some 
consideratiwi,  though  not  a  great  deal,  to 
the  mining  indu^rj-.  Mr.  Perry  informed 
the  Tariff  Commission  that  when  all  his 
machines  were  \w  fuH-j  wotkphi^j^iad  em- 
ployed twenty-three  hands ;  but  that  then 
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he  had  only  eleven.  On  the  question  of 
profits,  he  said  that  he  was  only  selling 
at  a  slight  profit,  and  that  when  it  turned 
to  a  loss  he  would  bhut  down.  Fuse  was 
then  on  the  free  list,  and,  therefore,  the 
statement  that  he  was  working  at  a  loss 
is  not  proved.  He  said  he  was  selling  at 
only  a  sH^t  profit,  but  he  made  no  re- 
ference to  a  loss. 

Sir  John  Quick. — I  was  referring  to 
the  Bendigo  factory. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— At  this  factory,  al- 
though there  was  not  full  votk,  they  were 
able  to  sell  at  a  profit,  even  without  a 
duty  on  the  imported  article.  In  answer  to 
question  99402,  Mr.  Timson  said  that  he 
estimated  the  proportion  of  the  cost  of 
fuse  represented  by  labour  at  not  more 
than  Jd.  per  coil,  or  at  about  10  per  cent, 
of  the  value  of  the  finished  article.  In 
his  evidence,  Mr.  Perry  said  that  the  fuse 
was  made  by  machinery  as  nearly  perfect 
as  could  be,  although  the  same  kind  of  ma- 
chines had  teen  in  use  since  1870.  He 
stated  that  there  was  so  little  labour  em- 
ployed, that  Jd.  per  coil  was  estimated  to 
cover  the  labour  cost.  Mr.  Burgess  said 
that  he  was  selling  fuse  "  at  very  near 
cost "  in  the  northern  markets  of  Aus- 
tralia, and  was  not  getting  the  profit  there 
which  he  obtained  in  Victoria.  That,  he 
added,  was  due  to  the  keenness  of  foreign 
a>mpetiticHi ;  the  market  had  either  to  be 
met  or  lost.  He  could  only  compete  in 
Western  Australia  by  taking  the  price  of 
the  market  there.  Regarding  the  New 
Zealand  trade,  Mr.  Perry  said  that  he  got 
a  better  price  in  that  Colcmy  than  in  Vic- 
toria. These  quotations  show  that  the  state- 
ment that  the  manufacturers  will  close 
up,  and  especially  if  we  place  fuse 
on  the  free  list,  are  not  substanti- 
ated. I  admit  that  the  Victorian  fuse 
has  a  very  good  name.  Some  of  the  im- 
ported fuse  is  not  so  goodj  but,  generally 
speaking,  the  fuse  that  is  used  in  Australia 
is  of  good  quality.  The  reason  why  so 
many  accidents  do  not  occur  In  the  u?e  of 
fuse  nowadays  is  not  so  much  on  account 
of  an  improvement  in  the  article  as  because 
the  supervision  is  better,  and  more  respm- 
sibility  is  placed  upon  the  men  and  the 
bosses.  The  compromise  proposed  is  a 
very  fair  otc.  The  protection  proposed  to 
be  affwded  to  the  makers  will  give  them  a 
larger  market  and  more  profit,  whilst  the 
mining  industry  will  not  be  heavily  bur- 
dened. 


Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [3.13  ajn.].— 
Shall  I  be  in  <»^der  in  moving  that  the  item 

be  postponed? 

The    CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 

member  can  move  to  that  effect. 
Mr.  CROUCH.— Then  I  move- 
That  the  iiem  be  postponed  until  after  the 

coDsideration  of  item  152  (stripper  harvesters). 

I  think  we  ought  to  have  the  Prime  Min- 
ister present  when  we  come  to  a  vote  on 
this  important  matter.  Probably  no  hon- 
orable member  knows  more  about  the  sub- 
ject than  the  honorable  member  fox 
Bendigo,  and  he  realizes  how  important 
the  industry  is,  but  we  should  have  the 
Prime  Minister  present  to  express  the  views 
of  the  Government  concerning  it,  especially 
as  he  represents  a  mining  constituency.  In 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Kalgoorlie,  I  should  like  to  say 
that  the  wages  paid  in  the  fuse  industry 
are  not  so  low  as  he  sought  to  convey.  The 
report  of  the  Victorian  Factories  Inspector, 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1906, 
shows  that  thirty-five  men  employed  in  the 
industry  received  an  average  of  53s.  lod. 
per  week, 

Mr.  Frazer. — I  quoted  those  figures. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  do  not  remember 
that  the  honorable  member  did,  though  I 
accept  his  statement.  I  have  Icoked 
through  the  figures  for  eighty-three  trades 
in  Victoria,  for  which  average  wages  are 
given,  and  I  can  find  only  four  instances 
in  which  higher  wages  are  paid  on  an  aver- 
age than  53s.  lod.  per  week. 

Mr.  Hedges. — What  does  the  h(»u>rable 
member  know  about  fuse? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— The  miners  in  mr 
electorate  use  ccHisiderable  quantities  of  it- 
I  do  not  suppose  that  the  hc»iorable  mem- 
ber for  Fremantle  has  a  miner  in  his  con- 
stituency', and  probably  all  that  he  knonre 
about  fuse  has  been  learnt  from  se^g  a 
little  of  it  on  the  wharves  at  Fremantle. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [3.18  a.m.]. 
—I  will  not  suffer  the  remarks  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Corio  to  pass  without 
challenge.  I  suppose  I  have  bought 
and  used  more  fuse  than  any  other 
member  of  this  House.  I  always 
buy  the  best  quality  of  fuse,  and  have 
never  had  an  accident.  The  state- 
moits  that  have  been  made  about  the  in- 
fericHT  quality  of  imported  fuse  are  so  much 
silly  twaddle.  There  is  ho  danger  in  using 
fuse,  except.  i>erhaps.  when  it  falls  into  the 
hands  of  a  person  as  inexperienced  as  the 
honorable  member  for  Corio.  Otherwise 
it  is  quite  harmless.    A  repr^entative  oi 
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Bickford,  Smith  and  Company  stated  be-, 
fore  the  Tariff  Cammissicm  that  unless 
thev  were  allowed  to  charge  more  for  their 
fuse  the  extra  duty  would  be  of  no  use  to 
them. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Because  they  had 
been  selling  at  a  losine  price. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— Was  not  Australia 
going  ahead  in  mining  before  Bickford's 
started  to  make  fuse  in  Victoria?  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  price  has  been  increased 
since  the  extra  duty  has  teen  imposed.  I 
hope  the  Ccanmittee  will  decide  to  give 
Australia  fuse  at  a  reasonable  price  to  the 
advantage  of  one  of  the  biggest  industries 
that  we  have. 

Question — That  after  the  figures  "ijd.," 
paragraph  c,  the  words  "  and  on  and  after 
1 2th  December,   1 907 ,   per  coil  (General 
Tariff),  fd."  be  inserter! ;  and  after  the 
figure  "  id."  the  words  "  and  on  and  after 
1 2 1  h  December,  1 90  7 .   per   coi  1   ( United 
Kingdom),      Jd. . "     be     inserted  (Mr, 
Frazer's  amendment) — put.     The  Com- 
mittee divided. 

Ayes     ...  ...  -  ■  30 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  19 


Archer,  E.  W. 

Batchelor,  K.  L. 

Bowden,  E.  K. 
Brown,  Thomas 

Catts,  J.  H. 
(.'hapmaa,  Austin 
Caok,  Joseph 
Ewing,  T.  T. 

FoxtoD,  Colonel 

Frazer,  C.  E. 
Oroom,  L.  F-. 

Hedges,  W.  N. 

lohnson,  W.  E. 
Liddell,  F. 

Livingston,  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 


Carr,  E.  S, 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Coon,  J. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Malooey,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  }. 
McDou?alI,  T.  K. 
Page.  J. 


Majob'ity      ...  11 

AVES. 

Mabon,  H. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
S|-ence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Thomson,  John  . 
Willis,  Heary 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

Tellers: 
Atkinson,  L. 
Cook,  Hi;me 

NOES. 

Quick,  Sir  John 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Bamford.  F.  W. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  aiBrmativc; 
Amendments  agreed  to. 
Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  (D).  Powder,  sporting,  per  lb. 
f  General  Tariff),  4^. ;  (United  Kingdom),  4d. 


Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  figures  "4jd,,"  the  werds  "and 
on  and  after  isth  December,  1907,  ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  5  per  cent.,''  be  inserted;  and 
after  the  6gure  "  4d.,"  the  words  "and  on  and 
after  12th  December,  iqo^  (United  Kingdom], 
free,"  be  inserted. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  E.  Wads  for  cartridges,  ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  25  per  cent. ;  (United  King- 
dom), 20  per  cent. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  words  "  25  per  cent.,"  the 
words  "and  on  and  after  12th  December,  1907, 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  5  per  cent.,"  be  in- 
serted; and  that  after  the  words  "  ao  per  cent." 
the  words  "and  on  and  after  12th  December, 
1007  (United  Kingdom),  free,"  be  inserted. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  F.  Caps,  Percussion,  ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  5  per  cent. ;  (United  King- 
dom), free. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [3.31  a.m.]. 
— I  ask  whether  the  Government  do  not 
propose  on  this  item  to  atxept  the  Recom- 
mendation of  the  free-trade  section  of  the 
Tariff  C(»nmission.  They  recunmended  a 
duty  of  10  per  cent.  I  think  the  Govem- 
m«it  should  follow  their  recommendation, 
and  that  free-traders  in  the  Committee 
should  be  true  to  their  principles,  and  sup- 
port that  reconunendation. 

Fai^graph  agreed  ta 

Paragr^h  o.  Cartridges,  Military,  ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  5  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom), 
free. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  word  "Military"  be  left  out,  with 
a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  wordq  for 
military  purposes." 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Paragraphs  h  (Detonators) ;  i  (Cartridge 
Cases,  empty,  capped  or  uncapped) ;  j 
(Fuse  cotton) — agreed  to. 

Paragraph  K.  '  Fuses,  Electrical,  ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  5  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom), 
free. 

Amoidment  (by   Sir  William  Lyne) 

agreed  to — ■ 

That  the  word  "Mining"  be  inserted  before 
the  word  "  fuses." 


to. 


Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 
Paragraph  l  (Explosives,  n.e.i.)  agreed 


Item^  as  amended,  agrte 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [3-34  a.m.], — I  move — 

That  the  following  new  item  be  inserted  to 
follow  item  406  : — 

406A.  On  and  after  lalh  December,  1907 — 
Carbon  Bisulphide,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  15 
jier  cent. 

This  amendment  has  Leen  recommended  to 
me  by  the  Department,  The  infcffmation 
I  have  is  that  almost  the  whole  of  the 
carbon  bisulphide  that  is  used  in  Australia 
is  made  here.  I  wish  to  have  a  i»x>tective 
duty  on  the  article,  in  order  that  the  whole 
of  it  may  be  made  here. 

Mr.  SAMPSON  (Wimmera)  [3.35  a.in.]. 
— Before  this  item  is  passed,  the  Com- 
mittee should  be  satisfied  that  carbon  bi- 
sulphide can  be  manufactured  in  Austra- 
lia. 

Mr.  Salmon. — It  is  commercially  manu- 
factured here,  and  has  to  compete  under 
great  disadvantages  with  the  imported 
article. 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— This  article  is  on 
the  same  footing  a&  wire-netting,  as  it 
is  used  for  the  wholesale  destruction  of 
rabbits.  It  is  a  poison  which  is  placed  in 
the  rabbit  burrows,  and  is  also  used  for  dis- 
solving phosphorus  and  other  material  used 
for  tt^  purpose  of  rabbit  destruction.  Un- 
less it  is  shown  that  the  article  is  being 
produced  locally  as  cheaply  as  it  can  be 
imported,  I  shall  vote  against  the  item. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [3.37  a.m.]. — If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber fw  Wimmera  had  time  to  make  in- 
quiries, he  would  find  that  what  I  have 
said  is  absolutely  correct.  I  know  a  per- 
son who  uses  a  lot  of  this  carbon  bisul- 
phide, and  every  bit  of  it  that  he  buys  is 
made  in  Australia. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — What  is  the 
value  of  the  article? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  bought  some 
when  I  was  last  in  Tasmania;  but  I  can- 
not just  now  remember  what  price  was 
rharged  for  it.  Armstrong  and  Ccsnpany, 
of  Sydney,  are  agents  in  New  South  Wales 
for  Hie  supply  of  the  article,  and  thev 
also  manufacture  it.  I  think  that  it  is 
manufactured  in  Melbourne  as  well. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  asked  the 
value  in  order  to  know  what  the  duty  would 
amount  to. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  bought  some 
of  the  article  in  Tasmania  because  the  car- 
bon l»sulphide  manufactured  in  that  State 
was  said  to  be  very  good.     The  Australian 


article  is  better  than  the  imported  artkle- 
and  can  be  carried,  and  mixed  without  dan- 
ger. 

Mr.  Wilson. — It  must  be  strange  bisul- 
phide if  it  can  be  carried  without  danger. 

Mr.  Sampson. — It  is  an  explosive. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  know  as  welb 
as  htxiorable  members  o[^>osite  what  it  is,, 
because  I  have  used  it  over  and  over  again. 
There  is  not  very  much  of  this  article  im- 
ported, and  the  local  article  is  preferred  by 
those  who  use  it. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [3.39  a-m.]. 
— The  Minister  has  given  no  justification 
for  the  insertion  of  this  new  item. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — I  would  sooner  that 
honorable  members  rejected  it  at  once  than^ 
that  they  should  waste  time  over  it. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [3.39  a.m.]_ 
— I  wish  to  tell  honorable  members  that  this 
preparation  is  made  in  Australia  in  con- 
nexion with  the  industry  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  manures.  I  hope  that  professing 
protectionists  will  not  say  that  it  is  too- 
late  to  insert  a  new  paragraph,  but  will 
consider  the  proposal  on  its  merits.  A 
very  small  duty  is  asked  for.  for  the  sake 
of  an  industry  which  is  well  worth  con- 
sidering. 

Mr.  HANS  IRVIXE  (Crampia:is> 
[3.41  a.m.}.— The  Trensurec  should  not: 
propose  a  new  line  at  this  stage.  Rabbits 
are  worse  this  year  in  Victoria  and  New 
South  Wales  than  I  have  seen  them  during 
the  last  fifteen  years.  Many  farmers  vse- 
bisulphide  of  carbon  to  kill  them. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothbv)  [3.43- 
a.m.]. — I  would  feel  disposed  in  ordinar\- 
circumstances  to  vote  for  the  Treasurer'^ 
proposal,  but  I  am  afraid  to  agree  to  pro- 
positions trotted  out  at  the  last  minute, 
lest  we  put  ourselves  in  the  same  position- 
as  we  did  the  other  night  in  the  case  of 
muriate  of  ammonia.  We  put  a  duty  on- 
that,  although  it  was  previously  fre^,'  ancf 
now  there  is  trouble  all  over  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  not  heard  a 
word  about  it. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  Treasurer 
will  hear  it  shortly.  I  have  been  inun- 
dated with  letters.  Muriate  of  ammonia 
is  one  of  the  principal  ingredients  in  gal- 
vanizing, and  the  duty  is  a  severe  blow  at 
the  galvanized -iron  indu^ry. 

Sir  WituAH  Lyne. — If  thev  can  con- 

cannot  repair  the  emnr  m  some  wap. 
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Mr.  BATCHELOR.  —  That  instance 
shows  how  difficult  it  is  to  make  up  om's 
mind  on  proposals  of  this  kind  put  forward 
without  notice.  I  do  not  know  whether 
bisulphide  of  carbon  is  made  here  or  not. 
It  was  alleged  that  muriate  of  ammonia 
was  made  somewhere  in  Australia,  but,  so 
far  as  I  can  find,  that  is  not  so. 

Mf.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [3.44 
a.m.]. — The  Minister  is  taking  an  unreascm- 
able  course.  This  chemical  is  used  very 
largely  for  dissolving  rubber.  I  cannot 
say  definitely  whether  it  is  made  here  or 
not.  In  the  days  of  my  apprKiticeship,  it 
was  all  imported.  It  is- highly  explosive, 
and  its  fumes  are  very  dangerous.  It  is 
used  largely  throughout  the  Cooimonwealth 
for  the  destruction  of  rabbits. 

Sir  WiLtuM  Lyne. — I  am  not  gmng  to 
have  a  long  debate  about  it. 

Proposed  ne^v  item  negatived. 

Item  407.  Cameras  and  Magic  or  Optical 
Lanterns,  including  lenses  and  accessorie*; 
Lantern  SHdea ;  Pbotographtc  Senutited  Tilms 
and  Paper;  Photographic  MouDti;  Photographic 
Backgrounds  (mounted  or  unmounted);  Photo- 
graphs n.e.i. ;  Postcards  (sensitized  with  or  with- 
out letter  press) ;  Postcards  (fiaishcd,  with  let- 
ter press) ;  Powdered  Magnesium ;  Sulphite  of 
Soda;  Metabisulphite  of  Soda;  Metabisulphite 
of  Potadi,  ad  vat.  (General  Tariff),  35  per 
cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  25  per  cent. 

Amendment  (by   Sir   Wiujuic  Lyne) 

proposed — 

That  the  'words  "  Cameras  and  Magic  or  Opti- 
cal Lanterns,  including  lenses  and  actxstories," 
be  left  out. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [3.48  a.m.].— I 
received  a  \vire  yestwday  from  Sir  Langdon 
Bonython  asking  me  to  endeavour  to  have 
stereoscopic  views  placed  on  the  free  list. 

Mr.  Salmon. — ^The  Government  intend 
to  do  that. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment   (by   Sir   Wiluam  Lyne') 

proposed — 

That  the  letters  "n.e.i."  be  left  out,  with  a 
view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "of 
Australian  subjects." 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [3.52  a,m.]. 
— I  am  not  interested  in  this  particular 
amendment,  but  I  am  interested  in  lantern 
slides;  and  I  desire  to  show  why  they 
should  be  placed  in  the  same  category  as 
photographs.  Lantern  slides  of  Australian 
subjects,  which  can  be  made  here,  ought  to 
be  dutiable,  but  lant^  slides  representing 
other  places  ought  to  be  free.  ■ 

Mr.  Salmon. — Nine-tenths  of  the  slides 
used  in  Australia  are  made  here. 


Mr.  WILSON.— Sui^cGe  a  lanteni  slide 
of  Niagara  Falls  were  requixed? 

Mr.  Salmon. — It  can  be  made  here. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  think  not,  exoepc 
from  a  copy  of  a  photograph ;  and  we  know 
that  such  a  copy  does  not  produce  as  good 
a  slide  as  that  made  from  an  orginal  ne^- 
tive.  There  are  innumerable  lantern  slides 
which  cannot  be  made  here,  or  are  not 
made  here ;  and  tlie  propoied  duty  seems  to 
me  an  excessive  tax  on  an  amusement  of 
the  pet^le.  I  ask  the  Treasurer  to  with- 
draw bis  amendment,  with  which  I  think 
most  homurable  members  are  in  agreement, 
in  order  to  permit  me  to  include  lantern 
slides  of  Australian  subjects. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lynb. — 'In  order  to  save 
discussion  I  ask  leave  to  withdraw  my 
amendment  temporarily. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Wilson)  pro- 
posed— 

That  after  the  words  "lantern  slides,"  "the 
words  "of  Australian  subjects"  be  inserted. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [3.58  ft.m.]. 
— If  this  amendment  be  carried  a  great 
deal  of  woric  now  d<xie  in  the  Common- 
wealth will  be  done  elsewhere;  and  slides 
of  all  but  Australian  subjects  will  be  ad' 
mitted  free.  Over  80  per  cent,  of  the  lan- 
tern slides  used  in  Australia  are  now  made 
here ;  and  I  speak  from  ccHistderable  ex- 
perience. The  ordinary  method  of  pre- 
paring slides  of  foreign  pictures  is  to 
obtain  a  photograph  frcxn  any  part  of  the 
world,  take  a  negative  of  it,  and  from  that 
negative  pr^>are  the  slide. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluah  Lvne) 
agreed 


That  the  letters  "n.e.i."  be  left  out,  with  a 
view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word's  "of 
Australian  subjects." 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  words  "Postcards  (finished,  with 
letter  press)"  be  left  out. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [4.3  a.m.]. 
— I  desire  some  information  in  regard  to 
powdered  magnesium.  This  is  an  article 
which  is  largely  used  in  connexion  with, 
flashlights. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — It  is  being  made  at 
Port  Melbourne. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I'do  not  think  that  it  is 
manufactured  in  Australia.  Of  course,  I 
am  aware  that  magnesium  is  imported  into 
the  Commcmwealtb,  and  that  the  powdering 
is  done  here,    DiPa?t)y©lg«Sgl€  a  wyi 
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difFerent  thing  fnxn  manufacturing  pow- 
dered magnesium.     I  move — 
That  the  words  "Powdered  Magnesium ;  Sul- 

Ehite  of  Soda;  MetabUulphite  of  Soda;  Meta- 
isulphite  of  Potash,"  be  left  out. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Those  articles  were  sub- 
ject to  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  under  the  old 
Tariff. 

Mr.  WILSON.— Not  all  of  them. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [4.5  a.m.].— I  ask 

the  Treasurer  to  consent  to  the  words 

"  nitrate  of  silver  and  chloride  of  gold  " 

being  added  to  this  item. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — All  rig^t. 
Mr.  TUDOR.— Then  I  move- 
That  after  the  word  "  Potosh,"  the  words 

"  Nitrate  of  Silver  and  Chloride  of  Gold  "  be 

inserted. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [4.6  a.m.]. 
— Nitrate  of  silver  and  chloride,  of  gold 
are  not  largely  made  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Sir  WiLLiAu  Lyne. — They  are  made 
here. 

Mr,  WILSON.— I  have  made  nitrate  of 
silver  and  chloride  of  gold  myself  in  small 
quantities.  But,  as  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Laanecoorie  must  know,  the  best 
chlOTide  of  gold  is  imported. 

Mr.  Salmon. — I  do  not  know  it.  I  use 
the  stuff  which  is  made  at  Abbotsford. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Why,  Mr.  Cliff,  who  be- 
longs to  the  Working  Men's  College,  makes 
these  things. 

Mr.  WILSON.— A  small  quantity  mav 
be  produced  in  Australia ;  but  certainly  not 
sufficient  to  supply  our  demands.  The 
proposal  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Yarra  would  have  the  effect  of  taxing  an 
important  industry  to  an  abnormal  extent. 

Question — ^That  the  words  "  nitrate  of 
silver    and    chl«ide    of    gold"  (Mr. 
Tutor's    amendment)   be  inserted — put. 
The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes      ...  ...  ...  24 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  15 


NOES. 


Majority 


Bamford,  F.  W. 
Batchelor.  E.  L. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Chanter,  J.  M.^ 
Chapman,  Aititifl 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
EwinK.  T.  T. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney.  W.  R.  N. 


Atbs. 

Mathews,  J. 
Mauecr,  S. 
Paire,  J. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson.  S. 
Storrer,  D. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Wise.  G.  H. 

Tell  en: 
Cook,  Hume 
Thomson,  John 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Livingston,  I. 
Uabon,  H. 


Palmer,  A  C. 
Poynton,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Thomson,  Dueald 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

TfUrrs: 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
McWilliams.  W.  J. 


Paibs. 


Kingston,  C.  C.  Kelly,  W.  H. 

Hall,  D.  R.  Reid,  G.  H. 

O'Malley,  King  Smith,  Bruce 

Fraier,  C.  E.  Fuller,  G.  W. 

Hutchison,  J.  Brown,  Tilley 

Webster,  W.  Liddell,  F. 

Deakin,  A.  Wilks,  W.  H. 

Fairbairn,  G.  Fowler,  J.  M. 

Harper,  R.  Fysh,  Sir  Philip 

Fisher,  A.  Edwards.  R. 

McDougall.  J.  K.  Glvnn,  P.  McM. 

Quick,  Sir  John  Willis,  Henry 

Watson,  J.  C.  Thomas,  J. 

Spence,  W.  G.  Hughes,.  W.  M. 

Questt(»i  so  resolved  in  the  affirmafive. 
Amendment  agreed  ta 

Amendment   (by   Mr.    Joseph  Cook) 

put — 

That  after  the  words  "35  per  cent.,"  the 
words  "  and  on  and  after  lath  December,  1907. 
.id  val.  (General  Tariff),  35  per  cent.,"  be  in- 
serted. 


The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes 

Noes   

Majority  ... 


IS 
8 


Ans. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Hedges.  W.  N. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
I  ivingston,  1. 
Mabon,  H. 


Palmer,  A  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Thomson,  Dttgald 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

TeUert: 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
MeWillianu,  W.  ]. 


Nobs. 


Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Carr.  E.  S. 
Catta,  J.  H. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Ewing.  T.  T. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Lvne,  Sir  William 
Maloney.  W.  R.  H^.^^, 


Mathews,  I. 
Mauger,  S. 
Pa^e,  J. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson.  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watson.  J.  C. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Bamfvd,  F.  W. 
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Taics. 


Brown,  Tilley 
Bron-n,  Thomas 
Wilks,  \V.  H. 
Edwards,  K. 
1-owlcr,  J.  M. 
I'orrcsl,  Sir  John 
Fuller,  O.  W. 
Kvsh,  Sir  rhilij) 
i;ivnn,   I'.  McM. 
Ucl.l,  G.  H. 
Kcllv,  W.  U. 
Lidilell,  ¥■ 
Smith,  Bruce 
Willis,  Henry 


Ilutchison,  J. 
Spence,  W,  G. 
Dcakin,  A. 
Fisher,  A. 
Fairbairn,  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Frailer,  C.  K. 
Harper,  K. 
McUou-;.ll,  J.  K. 
Hall,  D.  K. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
(TMalley.  King 
Quiuk,  Sir  John 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Amendment  (by    Sir   William  Ly.ne) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  wordi  "35  per  cent.,  '  the 
words  "and  on  and  after  utb  December,  1907, 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  30  per  cent.,"  be  !n- 
sertetl. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook)  pro- 
posed— 

That  after  the  words  "25  per  cent.,"  the 
words  "and  on  and  after  12th  December,  1907, 
ad  val.  (United  Kingdom),  20  per  cent.,"  be 
inserted. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [4.22 
a.m.]. — I  appeal  to  the  Minister  to  preserve 
the  preference  of  10  per  cent,  which  he  pro- 
posed when  he  submitted  this  item.  The 
duty  in  the  goieral  Tariff  has  j'ust  heea 
reduced  frcma  35  to  30  per  cent.,  and  I 
suggest  that  the  duty  in  the  preferential 
Tariff  should  be  reduced  to  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  Storrek. — What  we  have  been  do- 
ing rig^t  through  has  been  to  give  a  pre- 
ference of  s  per  cent. 

Mr.  WILSON.^We  have  given  a  pre- 
ference of  more  than  5  per  cent  in  some 
cases. 

Amendment  negatived. 
Item,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 
Amendment  (by   Sir  Wxluam  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  foUowiag  new  item  be  inserted  : — 
407A.  Cameras  and  Magic  or  Optical  Lan- 
terns, including  lenses  and  accessories,  ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  3^  jjer  cent.,  and  on  and  after 
12th  December,  1907,  5  per  cent.  ;  ad.  val. 
(United  Ktnedoml,  25  per  cent.,  and  on  and 
after  12th  December,  1907,  free. 

Item  408.  Photographic  accessories,  rubber, 
not  being  integral  parts  of  cameras,  ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  30  per  cent. ;  (United  King- 
dom), 20  per  cent. 

Amendment   (by   Sir  William  Lyne) 

proposed — 

That  the  word  "of"  be  inicrted  aftet  the 
word  "  acceuoriei." 


Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta  [4.25 
a.m.]. — I  should  like  the  Treasurer  to  ex- 
plain what  photographic  accessories  are? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  cloths  and 
things  which  do  not  belong  exactly  to  tlie 
camera. 

-Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Does  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  mean  the  black  covering 
which  is  put  over  the  cam«-a? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.^ — Ye.s,  and  other 
things. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
gentlemjin  is  actually  proposing  to  put  a 
duty  of  30  per  cent,  on  the  black  cloth 
which  is  put  over  the  liead  of  the  plioto- 
grapher.    Could  absurdity  go  further? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  includes  the 
rubber  article,  toa 

Mr.  Wilson. — The  only  objection  is 
that  the  duty  proposed  is  too  high. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — In  order  to  bring 
this  item  into  unison  with  other  rubber 
items,  I  shall  ask  the  Committee  to  re- 
duce the  dutv  from  30  to  25  per  cent,  in 
the  general  Tariif. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  suppose  that 
I  ought  to  be  thankful  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  for  that  small  mercy. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  words  "30  per  cent.,"  the 
words  "  and  on  and  after  12th  December,  1907, 
ad  val,  (General  Tariff*  25  per  cent.,"  be  in- 
serted. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  409.  Photographic  Dry-pUtes  and  Nega- 
tives, ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  5  i>er  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  free. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[4.29  a.m.]. — I  want  the  Treasurer  to  ex- 
plain to  me  what  a  dry-plate  is.  I  think 
that  he  ought  to  voluntarily  explain  these 
articles  to  the  Cc*nmittee.  Apparently,  he 
knows  only  enough  to  tax  them. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laaneooorie)  [4.30  a.m.]. 
— These  goods  paid  15  per  cent,  under 
the  old  Tariff.  They  are  being  manufac- 
tured  in  the  Ccxnmonwealth.  No  evidence 
with  regard  to  them  was  given  before  the 
Tariff  Commission,  but  since  the  Commis- 
sion took  evidence  the  largest  manufac- 
turers of  photographic  dry  plates  in  the 
world  have  made  arrangements  to  estab- 
lish a  factory  in  the  Commonwealth. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  ask  the  Min 
ister  to  consider  whether  duties  of  2$  per 
cent,  and  20  per  cent,  should  not  be  im- 
posed. Digitized  by  VjOOg IC 
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Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [4.31  a.m.].— We 
charge  the  manufacturers  of  photc^aphic 
dry  plates  cm  their  giass  and  their  gela- 
tine, but  we  propose  to  make  the  finished 
article  free  when  unported  frc«n  the  United 
Kingdon.   Surely  that  is  a  mistalce. 

Amendments  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Ltne) 
agreed  to — 

That  afler  the  words  "5  per  cent.,"  the  words 
"  and  on  and  after  12th  December,  1907,  ad  Tal. 
(Geoetal  Tariff),  30  per  cent.,"  be  inierted;  and 
that  after  the  word  free,"  the  irord»  "  and  on 
and  after  lath  December,  1907  (United  King< 
dom),  15  pier  cent.,"  be  added. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Item  410.  Tiepared  Plates  fox  Engravers  and 
Lithographers,  ad  vaI.  (General  Tariff),  5  per 
cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  free. 

Mr.  MAHON  (CoolgardieJ  [4-3S 
—There  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  en- 
gravers' plates  should  not  be  prepared  in 
rhe  Commonwealth.  This  is  porefy  a  city 
industry,  and  we  have  been  taxing  country 
industries  in  all  directions.  Surely  en- 
grawrs  and  lithographers  are  entitled  to 
pay  something  on  some  of  their  requisites, 
especially  as  we  have  taxed  the  country 
ivinter  on  everything  he  uses  exc^t  his 
paper. 

Sir  William  Lvne.— What  duty  does  the 
h(Hiorable  member  ask  for? 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  think  that  these  plates' 
could  stand  a  higher  duty  than  5  per  cent. 

Mr.  Johnson.— If  there  is  to  be  a  higher 
duty  there  will  be  ctmsiderable  ddiate. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Are  these  plates  made  in 
Australia  ? 

Mr.  MAHOX.— I  cannot  say  that  they 
are,  but  they  ought  to  be  made  here.  There 
is  nothing  difficult  about  their  preparation. 
However,  if  an  amendment  would  lead  to 
discussion  I  shall  drop  the  suggestion. 

Item  agreed  to. 

Item  411.  Smoking  Pipes  n.e.i.  and  Cigar 
and  Cigarette  Holders  and  Accessories ; 
Smokers'  Requisites,  including  cases,  Tobacco 
Pouches,  Smokers'  Sets,  Boxes,  Match  Stands, 
Ash  Trays,  Smokers'  Lamps,  Cigar  Stands  and 
Lighters,  ad  vaL  (General  Tariff),  30  per  cent.; 
(United  Kingdom),  ao  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
a.m.]. — Surely  the  Minister  does  ncW 
mean  to  adhere  to  these  high  duties  on  to- 
bacco pipes  and  smokers'  requisites  ? 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyme. — Luxuries. 

Mr.  Wilson.  —  What  ?  Smoking  a 
luxur>?    It  is  an  absolute  necessity! 

Mr.  Mahon.— Duties  of  25  per  cent  and 
20  per  cent,  would  be  quite  enough 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyme.— Very  well. 


Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  words  "30  per  cent.,"  the 
words  "and  on  and  after  12th  December,  1907 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  25  per  cent.,"  be  in- 
serted. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Item  41a.   Clay  Smoking  Pipes,  per  gross,  is. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[4.39  a.m.]. — I  am  surprised  at  this  item. 
We  are  actually  proposing  to  tax  the  old 
clay  pipe  of  the  navvy  at  ^e  rate  of  is.  per 
gross.    I  move — 

That  after  the  figure  "is.,"  the  words  "and 
on  and  after  lath  December,  1907,  per  fzosk, 
6d./'  be  insetted. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  (Cook)  [4.40  aan.].— 
I  think  that  the  duty  should  be  made  is. 
6d.  on  the  general  Tariff  and  is.  in  the 
second  column.  There  is  a  clay  pipe  fac- 
tory in  the  electorate  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta,  although  he 
does  not  seem  to  be  aware  of  it.  About 
30,000  gross  are  annually  imported,  and 
the  competition  against  the  local  makers 
is  very  severe.  We  have  a  manufacturer 
of  clay  pipes  in  Parramatta/  and  also  in 
Newtown,  luid  I  am  assured  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  them,  tmder  existing  circum- 
stances, to  continue  to  fight  against  their 
German  competitors.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  the  duty  were  increased  to  is.  6d.  on 
foreign  imports,  and  is.  per  gross  on  im- 
ports from  Great  Britain,  I  am  confident 
that  the  industry  could  be  carried  on  soc- 
oessfully.  The  manufacturer  at  Newtown, 
Mr.  Shaw,  came  from  Great  Britain  some 
years  ago,  with  the  object  of  establistung 
the  industry  in  Australia.  He  started 
operations  in  Victoria,  and,  failing  to  suc- 
ceed, went  to  Sydney,  where  he  has  been 
struggling  for  some  years  to  make  a  success 
of  his  business.  I  hope  that  the  Trea- 
surer will  adopt  my  suggestion. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [4.41  a.m.].— 
This  is  a  proposal  -by  a  representative  of 
the  Labour  Party  to  increase  the  price  of 
the  poor  man's  pipe.  If  the  local  manu- 
facturers were  under  a  disatxlity,  thev  had 
an  opportunity  to  appear  before  the  'Tariff 
Commission,  and  to  ask  for.  higher 
duties.  The  fwotectlonist  secticm  of  the 
Commission  recommended  a  duty  of  is.  per 
gross,  and  that  recommendation  was 
adopted  by  the  Government.  Let  the  Min- 
ister stand  by  the  duty  wi^ally  proposed 
bv  him,  and  I  shall  refrain  from  further 
discussing  the  matter.  ^-tM^f^fS^ 
suggestion  of  tl^'  leskkf^Sl^Sl^ber  Ux 
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Cook,  I  shall  ceitainly  have  mcffie  to  say 
on  the  subject. 

i^mendment,       leavs^  withdrawn. 

.Afnendment  ■  (by  Sir  Wiluau  Lyme) 

proposed — 

That  after  the  figure  "  ts.,"  the  words  "and 
on  and  after  12th  December,  1907,  per  grOM 
(General  Tariff),  is.  6d.,"  be  added. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lant)  [4-46  a.m.].— 
Will  the  Treastner  explain  why  he  has  pro- 
posed this  increase?  . 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  object  to  any  one 
smoking  a  ctav  pipe. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— It  is  all  very  well 
for  the  honorable  member,  who  can  smoke 
shilling  cigars,  to  object  to  clay  pipes,  but 
what  about  those  who  cannot  afford  to  buy 
any  others  ?  We  were  led  to  believe  that 
these  were  non-contentious  items,  but  the 
Treasurer  has  suddenly  sprung  this  pro- 
posal on  the  Committee.  If  it  be  pressed 
just  now  to  a  division,  he  may  find  himself 
in  a  rather  awkward  position ;  some  of  my 
hCKiorable  friends  may  feel  inclined  to 
leave  the  Chamber.  That  is  what  he  must 
expect  when  he  makes  such  a  proposal  at 
this  hour  of  the  morning.  Why  is  this 
increased  duty  sought  by  the  manufac- 
turers ? 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — In  order  that  tliey 
may  (Atain  a  footing  in  the  market.  They 
are  selling  now  below  the  price  charged 
by  importers. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— And  hmv  do  they 
propose  to  obtain  a  footing  on  the  market  ? 
How  is  this  duty  going  to  help  them  ?  Do 
they  propose  to  sell  at  a  still  lower  rate? 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catxs. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  absolutely  ridiculous. 

Mr.  JOHNSON'.- 1  object  to  that  re- 
mark. 

The  CHAIRMAN. —The  honorable 
member  must  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  propose  to  read  the 
evidmce  given  before  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion Mr.  Frederick  Shaw,  clay  pipe 
manufacturer,  of  Wellington-street,  North 
Botany.  At  page  561  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
misnon'ft  Minutes  of  Evidence,  honorable 
members  will  find  the  following — 

What  »  your  request  in  regard  to  tfae  duty 
on  pipes?— I  wish  a,  duty  of  is.  per  gross  to  be 
imposed  in  respect  of  all  clay  pipes.  For 
fifteen  years  I  was  manufacturing  clay  pipes  in 
Victoria. 

In  Uelbouxne? — Ves.  I  worked  there  with 
a.  duty  of  is.  per  gross  prevailing  for  eleveo 
yeara  m  respect  of  all  clay  pipes,  but  with  Ac 
ad^t  of  Federation  thai  duty  was  reduced  to 
the  extent  of  kiMitt  two-thirds.     I  have  heen  in 


Sydney  for  about  twelve  months,  having  been 
induced  to  come  over  here  in  the  belief  that 
with  a  little  duty  prevailing  where  frec'trade 
previously  existed  I  might  be  able  to  work  up 
a  business  all  over  the  States.  My  businesa  in 
Victoria  went  down  after  the  reduction  of  the 
duty. 

How  many  men  did  you  employ  in  Mel- 
bourne?— Five,  and  I  also  worked  myself. 

Was  that  the  greatest  number  you  employed  ? 
— Yes;  but  at  that  time  I  was  catering  only 
for  tbe  Victorian  trade.  I  could  not  do  any 
business  in  New  South  Wales,  because  free* 
trade  existed  here.  My  object  now  is  to  do 
business  all  over  the  Commonwealth. 

Were. you  prospering  before  the  reduction  of 
the  duty? — I  did  very  well. 

Honorable  members  will  mark  that  answer. 
The  witness  was  furthw  asked — 

And  with  tbe  reduction  of  the  duty  bad  you  tu 
discharge  all  your  men? — Yes. 

Did  you  sell  your  plant? — No;  I  brought  it 
with  me. 

Why  did  you  bring  it  to  Sydney  ? — Because, 
as  I  have  already  explained,  I  thought  that  as  u 
slight  duty  had  been  imposed  by  the  Federal 
Parliament,  I  might  be  able  to  cut  slightly  into 
tfae  trade  here,  although  prior  to  Federation  I 
could  not  get  in  at  alC 

Mr.  Chanter. — How  many  men  does 
he  employ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  believe  he  em- 
ploys five;  and  tliat  he  does  not 
want  more  than  a  dutv  of  is.  per 
gross.  The  honorable  mtmber  for  Cook 
says  that  the  manufacturer  requires  the  in- 
creased duty  in  order  that  he  may  sell  a 
cheaper  article;  but  if  he  can  sell  a 
cheaper  article,  he  does  not  require  an  in- 
creased duty.  I. should  not  be  reading  the 
evidence,  if  I  had  been  able  to  get  from 
the  Treasurer  any  explanation  of  the  pro- 
posal which  has  been  mide.  I  have  been 
forced  to  look  into  the  evidence 
given  be'fore  the  Tariff  Commission  »n 
see  what  justification,  if  any,  there  is 
for  the  proposed  increase  of  dutv. 
I  might  read  the  whole  of  this  evidence, 
hut  I  do  not  want  to  proceed  to  extremes. 
I  warned  the  Treasurer  that  his  prop(»a! 
was  likelv  to  cause  discussion. 

Sir  William  Ltne. — I  did  not  hear  the 
honorable  member. 

Sfr.  JOHNSOV.— If  that  is  so,  I  shall 
not  propeed  further. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  L^-neI 
agreed  to — 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  lath  De- 
cember. 1907,  per  gross  (United  Kingdom),  is.." 
be  added. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 


* 
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unfraineil,  im|)orte<1  for  public  institutions  or 
]>ur{>oses  uinicr  Dcpuriniffntul  by-lawn,  fr«. 

*Statuary  means  any  reproduction  of  com- 
plete figures  in  marble,  clay,  cemeot,  metal,  or 
wood,  .-ind  being  a  work  of  art. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Xepean)  [5.5  a.m.].— 
I  move — 

That  llic  words  "being  Statuary  and  Paint- 
ings, Oil  or  Water  Colours,"  be  left  out. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  item  covers  a 
gr«.-at  deal  more  as  it  stands. 

^[r.  HOWDKX. — I  want  to  get  in  carv- 
ings, works  in  china,  and  many  other 
artidfs  brought  in  for  public  institutirais 
nr  public  purposes.  The  item  as  it  stands 
i.s  limitefi  to  statuary  and  paintings. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  414.  Works  of  Art,  being  Statuary  and 
Paintings,  Oil  or  Water  Colours,  ^5  and  over 
in  vulue,  other  than  those  for  public  institutions 
or  purposes,  ad  val,,  25  per  cent.  iTo  be  as- 
sessed for  duty  at  ^^'5  plus  the  value  of  the 
frame  and  mounting,  if  any,  and  plus  the  value 
of  the  canvas  or  other  material  of  which  such 
Statuary  or  Painting  is  made.) 

Amendment   (by   Sir  Wiluam  Lyne) 

agreed  to— 

Th:il  ihc  following  words  be  added; — "and 
cin  and  afier  ijth  December,  190;^ — ^414**  Works 
nf  An,  being  Statuary,  not  being  less  than  j^io 
in  value,  free." 

Colonel  FOXTON  (Brisbane)  [5.  i  o 
i.m.]. — Such  an  article  as  a  valuable  vase 
for  a  museum  will  not  be  admitted  free 

under  this  item. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  Comj^roller- 
(Jeneral  assures  me  that  such  a  vase  will 
be  admitted  free. 

Colonel  FOXTON.— Under  what  item 
does  it  come?  I  feel  sure  there  must  be 
scHne  mistake. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Item  413  covers  such  a 
case. 

Colfinel  FOXTON.— The  footnote  con- 
tains the  only  defmition,  but  does  not  cover 
the  cast-  of  a  valuable  vase,  an  art  cabitwt, 
or  a  table  such  .is  that  which  stands  in  the 
(>ue<'n's  Hall.  It  relates  onlv  to  statuarv. 
"sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer [5. 1 1  a.m.]. — T  have  gix'en  the  hon- 
ornbie  trember  my  word,  so  far  as  I  can, 
that  such  articles  will  be  admitted  free. 
This  item  is  under  Departmental  bv-Iaw,- 
and  if  it  should  prove  that  there  is  anv 
mistake.  T  shall  A>  what  the  honorable 
mpmber  desires  in  another  place. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Ttcm  415.  ^Paintings.  &c.).  negatived. 

Ttem  416.    Pictures  it.e.i.,  ad  val.  35  per  cent. 


Amendment  (by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  letters  "  n.e.i.,"  the  words 
"  including  Scripture  Cards  of  all  kinds,"  be  in- 
serted. 

Amendment   (by    Sir  Wiluam  Lyme) 

agreed  to— 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  istli  De- 
cember, 1907,  free,"  be  added. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Mahon)  proposed — 

That     the     following    new    paragraph  be 

uddfil  : — 

"And  on  and  after  i2tb  December,  1907 — (a) 
Pictures,  being  Colcured  Supplements  for  News- 
pupcrs  under    Departmental    by-laws,    per  lb., 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [5.19 
a.m.]. — 1  cannot  see  any  justification  for 
this  amendment.  Why  should  these  sup- 
plements be  charged  3d.  per  lb.  ? 

Sir  William  Lyme. — Ttie  amendment  is 
only  in  unison  with  what  has  already  been 
done. 

Mr.  WILSON. — For  instance,  are  the 
coloured  supplements  of  Christmas  numbers, 
such  as  the  Illustraied  London  News, 
Graphic,  Sporting  and  Dramatic  News, 
and  so  forth,  to  be  charged  at  the  rate  of 
3d.  per  lb.  7  If  that  be  the  intention,  I 
am  afraid  there  will  be  considerable 
difficulty. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Those  coloured  sup- 
plements are  sent  out  in  cases  and  inserted 
in  the  publications  here. 

Mr.  WILSON. — They  may  come  through 
the  post  with  tTie  publicaticms  themselves. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Then  they  will 
come  in  free. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  think  th€y  will  be 
charged  the  duty.  In  my  opinion,  it  is 
most  undesirable  that  a  duty  of  3d.  per  lb. 
should  be  charged  on  coloured  sujiplenients 
such,  as  I  have  mentioned.  Then  there 
are  a  good  many  pictures  which  are  im- 
ported in  small  parcels  of  twos  and  threes, 
such  as  Pear^  Annual,  which  is  a  source 
of  pleasure  to  many  people.  There  is  no 
justification  whatever  for  the  duty  pro- 
posed, unless  the  Treasurer  can  arrange 
with  the  Department  that  illustrated  pic- 
tures accompanying  journals  shall  be  ad- 
mitted free. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  Committee 
have  alreadv  decided  this  matter,  and  T 
nm  merely  giving  effect  to  a  promise  which 
I  made. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  do  not  know  the 
exact  nature  of  the  promise  to  whidi  the 
Treasurer  refers.  If  he  caa assure  me  that 
no  disability  will)igb£bciptlics4)(dAtCthoee 
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persons  who  revive  these,  coloured  supple- 
ments, my  objecti<»i  to  the  item  will  be 
withdrawn. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.24  a.m.]. — The  decision  at  which 
the  Committee  previously  arrived  was  that 
this  duty  should  not  be  applicable  to  jour- 
nals like  the  Graphic.  It  will  be  lened 
onlv  upoi  illustrated  supplements  intended 
for  use  in  Australian  newspapers.  I  had 
to  give  a  promise  to  that  effect.  Where  a 
paper  is  accompanied  by  an  illustrated 
supplement,  the  duty  will  not  be  charged. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [5.25  a.m.]. 
— I  could  have  disposed  of  the  objection 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Corangamite 
in  a  moment.  My  amendment  is  to  be  ap- 
plied under  departmental  by-laws.  Con- 
sequently, the  Department  can  provide  that 
single  copies  of  illustrated  supplements, 
posted  from  Great  Britain  or  elsewhere  to 
Australia,  shall  be  exempt  from  the  duty 
proposed,  which  shall  apply  only  to  diose 
supplements  which  are  printed  outside 
Australia,  and  which  are  imported  in  bulk. 
The  proposal  is  a  perfectly  reasonable  one 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  other  matter  of  an 
almost  identical  character  is  subject  to  a 
duty  of  6d.  a  lb. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  417.  Undertakers'  requisites  of  all  kiodt 
and  materials,  including  immortelle  crosses  and 
the  like,  ad  val.  35  per  cent. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [5.27 
a.m.]. — ^This  is  an  item  in  which  the  mem- 
liers  of  the  medical  profession  are  some- 
what interested.  The  duty  proposed  upon 
many  articles  covered  by  this  item  is 
altogether  too  high.  The  reccmimendation 
of  the  Tariff  Comnission  in  respect  of  it  is 
"  nil." 

Sir  William  Lvne. — "  Nil "  means  that 
the  Commission  did  not  consider  the  item, 
and  aid  not  take  evidence  upon  it. 

Mr.  WILSON.— It  means  that  it  should 
be  free.     I  move — 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  lath  De- 
cember, 1907,  free,"  be  added. 

Ameniknent  negatived. 
Item  agreed  to. 

Item  418.  Wall  and  Ceiling  Parts  and  De- 
corations of  any  materials,  n.e.i.,  ad  val.,  35 
per  cent. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [5.28  a.m.].— 
I  would  point  out  to  the  Treasurer  that  the 
old  rate  of  duty  upon  this  item  was  20 
per  cent,  and  I  aslc  him  to  agree  to  the 
Inserticxi  of  that  rate  in  the  second  column 
of  the  schedule. 


Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Bootbby)  [5.29 
a.m.]. — I  should  like  to  know  whether  wall 
and  ceiling  parts  are  made  in  the  Ccm- 
mon  wealth  ? 

Sir  William  Ltnz. — ^Yes. 

Item  agreed  ta 

Item  419.  Cotton,  Asbestos,  and  other  Pack- 
ings, including  Sheet  Asbestos,  Yam,  and  Cord, 
ad  val.,  ao  per  cent. 

Amendment  (by   Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 
That  the  vjord  "Yam"  be  left  out. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  420.  Asbestos  Pipe  and  Boiler  Cover- 
ing; Asbestos  Mattresses  for  Boilers;  Asbestos 
Millboards,  ad  val.,  20  per  cent. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  words  "Asbestos  Millboards"  he 
left  out. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook)  pro- 
posed— 

Thiit  the  woriU  "  and  on  and  after  12th  De- 
cember, 1907,  ad  val.  (United  Kingdom),  15  per 

cent.,"  be  :uiiie<l. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.30]- — This  is  such  a  small  mat- 
ter, that  I  hope  the  honorable  member  will 
not  press  his  prop(^l. 

Mr.  Page.— Why,  there  are  tons  of 
asbestos  in  Australia. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Item  agreed  to. 

Item  421,  Inks  and  Stains  for  Leather,  ad 
val.,  ao  per  cent. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [5.31  a.m.].— I 
wish  to  know  from  the  Minister  whether 
dressings  for  leather,  which  cone  under 
item  230,  might  not  also  be  biougfit  und^ 
this  itan.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  make 
the  rates  the  same  for  the  two  items,  and 
strike  out  this  item? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Dressings  will  not 
come  under  this  item. 

Item  agreed  to. 

Item  422.  Articles  n.e.i.  of  Celluloid, 
Xylonite,  Bone,  Ivory,  Pulp,  Papier  Mach£, 
Indurated  Fibre,  or  Asbestos,  ad  val.,  2$  per 
cent. 

Amendmoit  (l^  Sir  William  Lyne) 
proposed — 

That  the  letters  "n.e.i."  be  left  out,  with  a 
view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "not 
included  under  any  other  heading  in  the 
Tariff." 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [5.34  a.m.]. — Are 
any  of  the  articles  mentioned  in  this  item 
made  in  Port  Melbourne? 

Sir  William  Lyne.-^^I" -^tx -oW,  know. 
Thev  are  made  ^'^B!^  ^dldfaj%/&li^h. 
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Mr.  PAGE — I  have  here  two  small 
celluloid  boxes,  which  are  pcactically  iden- 
tical, but,  because  one  bears  the  wnd 
"  trinkets,"  it  has  been  charged  duty  at 
the  rate  of  35  per  cent,  while  the  other 
IS  admitted  at  the  rate  of  25  per  cent- 
Thai  is  an  anomaly.  Surely  the  Customs 
officials  can  use  their  commcm  sense  in 
matters  of  this  kind  ? 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Both  boxes  are 
dutiable  under  item  384. 

Mr.  PAGE.— Surely  the  Comptroller- 
General  knows  how  to  interpret  the  Tariff  ? 
He  has  informed  me  that,  because  (me  box 
bears  the  word  "  trinkets,"  it  is  dutiable 
at  35  per  cent. 

Si?  William  Lyme. — ^The  box  bearing 
the  word  "  trinkets "  is  dutiable  under 
paragraph  a  of  item  384,  ajs  a  trinket  box, 
while  the  other  is  dutiable  as  a  fancy  box. 

Mr.  PAGE.— 'Both  boxes  are  made  of  the 
same  material,  but  that  which  bears  the 
word  "  trinkets"  is  made  dutiable  at  the 
same  rate  as  is  charged  on  the  most  valuable 
trinket  boxes,  some  of  which  are  worth 
several  pouncfe,  while  the  o^er  is  dutiable 
at  10  per  cent.  less.  Surely  they  should 
U  both  charged  at  the  same  rate?  This 
sort  of  thing  makes  it  impossible  for  im- 
porters not  to  commit  offences  against  the 
Customs  law. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — There  appears 
to  have  been  a  mistake  in  this  differentia- 
tion. 

Mr.  Tudor. — Would  it  not  be  better  to 
make  the  duties  on  celluloid  boxes  uni- 
form?. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  am  not  ^ing  to 
do  that  It  is  a  twopenny-halfpenny  thing 
to  bring  up  in  this  wzy. 

Mr.  PAGE. — Apparently  any  jxoposal 
with  which  the  honorable  member  does  not 
agree  is  a  twopenny -half permy  one. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Are  these  boxes  inv 
ported  from  England? 
■  Mr.   PAGE.— These    articles   are  im- 
ported from  the  dear  old  Motherland. 

Mr.  Dugald  Thomsct*. — Then  they  are 
subiect  to  a  duty  of  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  PAGE. — ^That  is  what  T  contend ; 
but  because  one  of  them  bears  the  word 
"  trinkets  "  it  is  brought  under  item  384, 
and  subiected  to  a  duty  of  35  per  cent. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — The  Comptroller- 
General  savs  that  that  is  not  the  case. 

Mr.  PAGE.— He  told  me  differently. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lvne. — ^He  has  informed 
me  that  if  it  has  been  done  it  was  owing  to 
a  mistake. 


Mr.  PAGE.— If  a  mistake  has  been 
made,  will  the  Minister  see  that  it  is 
rectified? 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  will. 

Amemlment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  423.  Surgical  Appliances,  n.c.i.,  in- 
clBdiag  Belts,  Trusses,  Pads,  Corsets,  Braces. 
Breast  Supports,  Vaccinalion  Sbidds,  ad  val. 
25  per  cent. 

Amendment    (by    Mr.    Joskfk  CookV 

agreed  to — 

That  the  wor.l3  "  and  oa  anrf  after  i»th  De^ 
cerabcr,  i<)o;,  ad  val.  (United  Kingdom),  ao  per 
ccnL,"  be  added. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Item  424.   Articles  imported  by  or  being  the 
property  «f  the  Commonwealth,  free. 

Colonel  FOXTON  (Brisbane)  [5.45  a.m.] 
— I  move — , 

That  after  the  word  "  Commonwealth,"  the 
words  "or  of  a  State,  and  imported  for  ase  in 
the  Public  Works  or  in  the  Public  Service  of 
such  State,"  be  inserted. 

Mr.  Storrer. — That  amendment,  if  car- 
ried, would  include  all  the  railway  material 
for  the  States. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  would  include 
everything  imported  by  a  State  Go^-em- 
ment. 

Colonel  FOXTON'.— Some  weeks  ago  I 
gave  notice  of  my  intention  to  submit  this 
amendment.  Section  114  of  the  Consti- 
tution Act  contains  this  provisbn  

nor  shall  the  Commoawealth  impose  any  tax  oih 
property  of  any  kind  belonging  to  a  Slate. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  New  South  Wales, 
has  decided — and  so  tar  as  I  know  it  is 
the  only  Court  which  has  dealt  with  the 
(piestion  that  it  is  ultra  vires  for  the  Par- 
liament of  the  Commonwealth  to  impose- 
Customs  duties  on  goods  or  pn^ierty  be- 
longing to  a  State. 

>lr.    Chanteb.— Will    the  amendment 
apply  to  the  seizure  of  wire-netlinff  in  New  • 
South  Wales? 

Colonel  FOXTON.— Na  At  this  period 
of  the  seaion  I  have  little  hope  of  carrying 
my  amendment.  At  the  same  time,  I  think 
it  is  very  desirable  that  I  should  state  as 
shortly  as  I  can  some  of  the  reasons  which 
have  prompted  me  to  submit  it.  It  will  be 
oljserved  that  my  amendment  proposes  to- 
limit  this  exemption  to  such  pcopertv  of  a 
State  as  is  imported  "  for  use  in  the'public 
worsts  or  in  the  public  service  of  sudi 
State.'' 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If^the-.h£iMrable- 
member  wants  to'^ai^^ftiStViW^fiH^ter 
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propose  to  shut  up  the  Coiniih»iwealth. 
What  is  the  use  of  bringing  on  the  pro- 
iK>sal  at  this  hour? 

Colonel  FOXTON.— It  is  not  my  fault 
that  we  are  sitting  here  at  this  hour,  and 
ilhat  I  have  to  speak  now.  I  have 
waited  here  all  night,  as  the  honor- 
able gentleman  has  done,  and  I  have  as 
mudi  right  to  submit  this  proposal  as  he 
has  to  submit  his.  I  did  hope  to  be  able  to 
do  so  without  any  show  of  temper  on  his 
part.  One  objection  constantly  raised  to 
•iny  such  exemption  being  given  is,  that 
a  State  might  connive  with  private  indivi- 
duals to  enable  them  to  import  goods  in 
the  name  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Mathews.— That  was  done  in  New 
South  Wales. 

Colonel  FOXTON.— Nothing  of  the 
sort  was  done  there.  The  declaration 
under  thb  amendment  would  have  to  be 
made,  either  by  a  Minister  or  by  a  de- 
partme.ital  officer  of  the  State  which  was 
importing  the  material,  to  the  effect  that 
it  was  for  public  works  purposes.  Is  it 
ccmceivable  that  any  Minister  or  (rfficer 
would  make  such  a  declaration  for  the  pur- 
.pose  of  defrauding  the  Commonwealth  of 
revenue  ?  The  suggestion  is  preposterous. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— Would  the  honor- 
able member  also  eiempt  the  importations 
of  municipal  councils? 

Colonel  FOXTON'.- If  the  honorable 
member  will  mo\*e  an  amendment  to  that 
effect,  I  shall  be  prepared  to  give  my  views 
on  it.  Then  we  come  to  the  question 
of  goods  which  mipht  I*  imported 
bv  a  State  for  the  purpose  of  being  re- 
tailed or  sold  to  private  individuals. 
Surh  pcwls  would  not  be  exempt  under 
my  amendment,  because  they  would  not  be 
property  imported  for  use  on  public  works. 
So  that  there  again  the  Commonwealth  is 
protected.  One  very  strong  reason  why  it 
is  desirable  that,  irrespective  of  what  may 
1«  the  rights  of  the  Commonwealth  under 
the  Constitution,  we  should  adopt  such  an 
amendment  as  this,  is  that  most  of  the  im- 
ports of  States  Governments  are  cm  acanint 
of  such  works  as  railways,  which  are  paid 
for  out  of  loan  monev.  Let  us  suppose 
that  a  large  railway  is  in  course  of  con- 
struction, involving  the  making  of  expen- 
sive bridges.  A  great  deal  of  the  material 
required,  such  as  rails,  &c..  must  be  im- 
ported. Let  us  suppose  that  the  State  pays 
in  duty  jjao.ooo.  That  duty  becomes,  so 
to  speak,  part  of  the  price  paid  for  the 
material,  and  is  paid  out  of  loan  money. 


Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. —The  State 
could  credit  the  revenue  returned  to  it  by 
the  Conunonwealth  to  loan  account. 

Colonel  FOXTON.— At  the  end  of  the 
financial  year,  ;^i5,ooo  of  that  ;^20,boo 
would  be  paid  over  by  the  Commonwealth 
to  the  State  as  revenue.  Therefore,  that 
would  be  a  means  by  which  the  State 
would  convert  part  of  its  loan  money  into 
revenue,  because  the  ;£i5,ooo  would  go 
into  the  Consolidated  Revenue  of  the  State 
as  revenue  pure  and  simple.  As  the  hon- 
orable member  iot  North  Sydney  says,  it 
would  be  possible  iot  the  State  to  re-pay 
that  revenue  into  its  loan  fund.  But  we 
know  what  Govemmeirts  are,  and  how 
strong  is  the  tempt&ti«i  to  a  Government 
to  swell  its  revenue  from  every  possil^ 
source.  I  venture  to  say  that  tfie  circum- 
stances would  be  very  exceptional  indeed, 
when  any  Go\-emnient  would  repay  mone)- 
received  from  the  Commonwealth  into  loan 
account  by  way  of  recoupmrat. 

Mr.  SfoKRER. — That  is  purely  a  State 
matter. 

Colonel  FOXTON*.— The  money  would 
be  received  as  revenue.  I  do  not  think  that 
we  should  assist  the  States  in  doing  such 
things  as  I  have  described.  We  should 
carry  out  the  spirit  as  well  as  the  letter 
of  the  C(Histitution.  A  great  deal  more 
could  be  said  in  favour  of  the  amendment, 
but  I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the  Committee 
at  this  hour.  I  undertook  to  move  this 
amendment  and  think  it  my  duty  to  do 
so.  I  think  that  the  reasons  which  I  havp 
given  are  suflBcient.  In  my  opinion — and 
I  think  my  view  is  shared  by  a  large  num- 
ber of  people  throughout  Australia — it  is 
desirable,  whatever  may  be  the  powers  con- 
ferred upon  the  Ccxnmonwealth  by  the 
Constitution,  that  there  sh<Mi1d  be  no  at- 
tpmpt  to  strain  those  powers.  By  intro- 
ducing such  a  provision  as  this  into  the 
Tariff,  this  Parliament  would  give  an  in- 
dication that  there  is  a  desire,  as  far  as 
possii)le.  to  settle  those  vexed  questions 
which  are  now  sub  judice,  upon  a  satisfac- 
tory basis,  and  would  show  that  there  is 
no  wish  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
monwealth to  take  advantage  of  the  States, 
or  of  any  possible  flaw  which  there  may 
be  in  the  wording  of  the  section  which  I 
have  quoted. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume—Trea- 
surer) [6  a.m.]. — I  am  somewhat  surprised 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Brisbane 
should  ha\-e  brought  forward  this  amend- 
ment.  I  take  it  [^tei£^nidCMo>@B&idment 


7402- 


Tariff 


[REPRESENTATIVES.]       {SlaU  Imports).  ]  ^ 


were  carried  it  would  strike  a  very  severe 
blow,  if  not  a  d^th  blow,  at  the  Common- 
wealth: 

Colonel  FoxTON. — Nonsense  ! 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  Commonwealth  is 
not  so  »ck  as  that 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— If  there  is 
not  going  to  be  a  fairly  strcxig  vote 
against  the  amendment,  I  must  ad- 
journ the  House,  so  that  a  divisicm 
may  be  taken  upon  it  when  there  is 
a  large  attendance.  The  matter  is  so  im- 
portant that  we  cannot  risk  anything. 
The  passing  of  this  amendment  would 
be  nothing  short  of  a  disaster  to 
the  Cwnmonwealth.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Brisbane  has  referred  to  the 
acticm  which  the  States  would,  in  all  pro- 
bability«  take.  Let  me  remind  honorable 
members  of  what  was  done  in  New  South 
Wales,  and  to  a  large  extent  led  up  to  a 
very  vexed  case.  At  the  inception  of  the 
Federation  the  Government  of  New  South 
Wales  thought  they  had  the  right  to  import 
goods  free  of  duty. 

Mr.  Hedges. — So  they  had. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— They  h^d  not, 
and  the  Court  took  that  view.  The  Rail- 
ways Ccmmissioners,  with  t"he  consent  of 
the  Government  of  the  State,  imported  a 
lot  of  material,  and  supplied  it  to  one  con- 
tractor to  make  waggons  and  other  things 
required  for  the  Department.  All  the 
other  contracting  firms  were  at  once  up  in 
arms,  because  they  were  precluded  from 
participating  in  uus  arrangement.  That 
was  the  commwicement  of  the  trouble  in 
New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Hedges. — The  goods  were  imported 
for  the  State  railways. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Railways 
CommissiiMiers  practically  said  to  the  one 
contractor,  "  You  can  have  everything  that 
you  require  for  our  work  free  of  duty,  but 
all  other  contractors  must  pay  duty  upon 
their  imports." 

Colonel  FoxTON.— Let  us  assume  that 
the  goods  had  been  required  foe  a  Com- 
mcHiwealth  railway. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Common- 
wealth have  a  right  to  collect  the  Customs 
revenue. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — If  such  a  proceeding 
were  adopted  in  connexion  with  a  Ccnnmon- 
wealth  Railway  Department,  would  not  the 
contractors  be  up  in  arms  in  the  same  way  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  think 
that  the  Commonwealth  would  single  out 
contractor,  and  give  him  his  materials 
If  I  had  anything  to  do  with  the 


matter,  I  should  call  for  tenders,  subject  to 
the  condition  that  the  necessary  material 
would  be  supplied  by  the  Government.  But 
I  have  correctly  stated  what  took  place  in 
New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — That  would  not  be 
covered  by  the  honorable  member  for  Bris- 
bane's proposal. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Certainly  it 
would.  The  Customs  and  Post  and  Tele- 
graph Departments  are  at  present  our  only 
sources  of  revenue,  and  if  this  amendment 
were  agreed  to  no  one  would  be  able  to  say 
what  loss  of  revenue  we  should  suffer. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — Does  the  honorable 
member  think  that  the  Commonwealth 
ought  to  take  revenue  out  of  borrowed 
money? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— That  is  z  State 
matter.  I  am  astonished  that  an  honor- 
able member  who  has  sworn  to  be  true  to 
the  Commonwealth  should  submit  such  a 
propo5iti(»i  as  this.  If  e\'er  anything  tb^t 
was  absolutely  traitorous  to  the  Commoo- 
wealth  was  proposed  

Colonel  FoxTON. — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  The  honorable  member  said  that 
I  was  traitorous  to  the  Commonwealth. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  ask  the  Treasurer 
to  withdraw  the  remark. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  so.  We 
are  all  concerned  in  preserving  the  Com- 
monwealth intact 

Colonel  FoxTON. — And  that  is  my  de- 
sire. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.  —  If  anything 
would  tend  to  disintegrate  or  destroy 
the  CommcHiweatth,  it  would  be  such 
an  actbn  as  that  proposed  by  the 
honwable  member.  The  Government 
caimot  accept  such  a  prc^xjsition.  I 
do  not  know  what  is  the  temper 
of  the  Committee,  but  if  there  is  the 
slightest  danger  of  the  amendment  beii^ 
agreed  to,  I  must  mo^e  that  progress  be 
reported,  and,  if  necessary,  have  a  call  of 
the  House.  It  would  be  most  inconi-eni- 
ent  to  do  so,  for  it  would  certainly  prevent 
our  entering  upon  the  Christmas  recess  he- 
fore  next  week. 

Mr.  Hedges.— We  do  not  care  if  we 
have  to  remain  here  until  next  year. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— If  Western 
Australia  got  half  a  show  she  would  take 
the  whole  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Western  Australia  has  to 
pay  19s.,  where  the  other  States  pay  only 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— At  present, 
three-fourths  of  the  Customs  revenue  is  re- 
turned to  the  States,  and  the  Common- 
wealth has  to  carry  on  with  a  pittance  of 
one-fourth.  Probably,  this  year  or  next 
year,  the  whole  of  that .  jvoportion  will  be 
absorbed. 

Mr.  Bahford. — It  will  all  be  spent  on 
defence. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Probably.  In 
order  to  obviate  the  necessity  for  repenting 
progress,  I  would  suggest  that  the  honor- 
able member  should  agree  to  the  item 
being  postponed  until  we  have  dealt  with 
the  rest  of  this  division.  The  issue  raised 
is  so  important,  that  I  should  like  an 
opportunity  to  consult  the  Prime  Minister 
in  regard  to  it.  I  dp  not  wish  business 
to  be  delayed,  and,  I  therefore,  moive — 

That  the  item  he  postponed  until  the  remain* 
tng  items  of  the  division  have  been  dealt  with. 

Colonel  FOXTON  (Brisbane)  [6.8 
a.m.]. — I  am  only  too  glad  to  meet  the 
Treasurer  in  every  possible  way.  I  fully 
recognise  the  importance  of  this  question, 
and  am  sorry  that  it  should  have  to  be 
discussed  in  a  thin  House  at  six  o'clock 
in  the  mmiing.  I  am  pleased  to  have  the 
Treasurer's  assurance  that  we  shall  have 
an  oi^xntunity  to  <feal  with  it  in  a  full 
House.  I,  tiioefore,  agree  to  withdraw 
my  amendinent. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Motion  agreed  to;  item  postponed. 

Item  425.  Aiticles  imported,  or  purchased  in 
bond,  for  the  official  use  of  the  Governor- 
General,  nad  declared  as  being  for  snch  oficial 
use,  free. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.10  a.m.]. — The  question  of  the 
exemption  of  articles  imported  or  purchased 
in  bond  for  the  oflScial  use  of  the  Gover- 
nor-General has  been  a  rather  vexed  one. 
In  all  the  States  there  has  been  some  little 
friction  in  connexicwi  with  this  matter, 
since  the  Governors  have,  in  every  case, 
accepted  their  appointment  on  the  under- 
standing that  goods  which  they  required 
for  official  use  would  be  admitted  free  of 
duty.  A  system  has  been  adopted,  which 
I  beean  first  with  Queensland,  when  I 
found  that  I  could  not  permit  gixxls  tc^ 
quired  for  the  Governor  to  come  in  free, 
under  which  the  States  Governments  have 
paid  duty  on  them  in  the  ordinary  way. 
As  sOTie  feeling  has  existed  in  con- 
nexion with  the  matter,  and  it  is,  compara- 
tively speaking,  such  a  small  thing,  I 
think  we  should  place  the  Governors  of  the 


States  in  this  respect  on  the  same  footing 
as  the  Governor-General. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Why  not  Lieutenant- 
Governors  also? 

Mr.  Batchelor. — And  Chief  Justices 
and  members  of  Parliament. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  desire 
that  there  shall  be  a  long  debate  about  the 
matter,  and  if  any  serious  objection  is 
raised  to  the  proposal,  the  only  thing  that 
might  be  done  would  be  to  extend  the 
privilege  to  existing  Govern(M^,  wHo  have 
been  appointed  under  certain  recognised 
conditions. 

Mr.  DtTGALD  Thomsqm. — ^The  States 
object  to  what  they  axisider  degrades  them 
as  Sovereign  States.  Their  Governors  are 
appointed  by  the  Crown,  and  the  prac- 
tice so  far  adopted  makes  a  distinction  be- 
tween them  and  the  representative  of  the 
Crown  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  propose  to 
put  them  on  the  same  footing  as  the  Go^ 
vernor-General,  and  would  move — 
That  the  following  new  paragraph  be  added  : — 
(a)  Articles  imparted  or  purchased  in  bond 
for  the  official  use  of  the  State  Go- 
vernors, and  declared  as  being  fox 
such  official  use,  on  and  after  tath 
December,  1907 — free. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — I  think  I  might  have 
been  permitted  to  move  the  amendment  of 
which  I  gave  notice  over  two  mcmths  ago. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  beg  the  hon- 
orable member's  pardcxi,  I  was  not  aware 
that  he  had  dtxie  so.  I  am  quite  willing 
that  he  should  move  the  amendment,  but 
I  hope  he  will  accept  the  form  wHich  I 
have  just  read. 

Colonel  FOXTOX  (Brisbane)  [tf.u 
a.m.], — I  think  I  can  improve  upcxi  the 
wording  of  the  honorable  gentleman's  iwo- 
posed  amendment. 

Mr.  Page. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
Ca^n  a  private  member  move  to  increase 
taxation  ? 

Colonel  FOXTON.— What  I  propose  is 
an  »emption. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — But  its  effect  would 
be  to  increase  the  burden  upon  the  rest 

of  the  c<Mnmunity. 

Colonel  FOXTON.— The  Treasurer  prac- 
ticallv  repeats  item  425.  I  think  that  all 
that  is  necessary  is  to  insert  after  the  word 
' '  Governor-General  ' '  the  words  *'  or  the 
Governor  of  a  State  "  j  the  item  would  then 
read — 

Articles  imported  or  purchased  in  bond  for 
the  official  use  of  the  Governor-General  or  of  the 
Governor  of  a  State,  and  diselared  asi  being  for 
such  official  use— ii^edbyV^jOOglC 
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I  am  prepared  to  submit  my  amendment 
in  that  form  if  the  Treasurer  has  do  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[6.16  a.m.]. — Has  the  honorable  member  for 
Brisbane  considered  the  point  that,  if  the 
form  he  proposes  were  adopte4»  duties 
already  collected  upon  these  goodti  re- 
quired for  the  ofiScisU  use  of  the  Governors 
might  have  to  be  refunded.  Might  not  that 
be  the  reason  for  the  adc^tlon  of  the  form 
proposed  bv  tiie  TJcasurer? 

Colonel  FOXTON  (Brisbane)  [5.16 
a.m.]. — I  am  obliged  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  for  raising 
that  point.  But  I  suggest  that  the 
difficulty  to  which  he  has  referred 
would  arise  under  either  of  the  forms 
of  amendment  proposed.  However, 
the  form  suggested  by  the  Treasurer  migltf 
be  adopted  to  meet  the  diflBculty  if  it  were 
preceded  by  the  words  "  on  and  after  12th 
December,  1907."  In  view  of  the  objec- 
tion made  bv  the  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta,  I  think  that,  with  that  amend- 
ment, it  would  be  better  that  the  Trea- 
surer should  submit  the  new  paragraph  he 
has  suggested. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
posed'— 

That  the  following  new  paragraph  be 
ndded  : — 

(a)  Articles  imported  or  purchased  in  bond 
for  the  official  use  of  the  State  Go- 
vernors, and  declared  as  being  for 
such  official  use,  on  and  after  lalh 
December,  1907 — free. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.  (Parramatta) 
[6.18  a.m.]. — I  should  like  to  say  that  I 
cordially  agree  with  the  proposal  to  exempt 
the  personal  importations  of  the  Governors 
of  the  States,  because  they  are  the  direct 
representatives  of  His  Majesty.  They 
stand  in  precisely  the  same  relaticm  to  the 
States  as  the  Governor-General  does  in 're- 
lation to  the  Commonwealth,  I  think  it 
would  be  only  a  graceful  act  to  make  this 
concession,  and  extend  to  the  direct  repre- 
sentatives of  His  Majesty  in  the  States 
those  privileges  which  they  have  enjoyed 
from  time  immemorial.  It  seems  to  me 
onlv  a  proper  and  a  fitting  thing  to  do, 
nnd  I  do  not  think  the  amendment  should 
1(P  so  drawn  as  to  cover  any  one  but  Go- 
\'ernors  of  the  States. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  hope  there  is  not 
fcoing  to  be  any  long  debate  on  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — No,  we  are  prepared 
to  reject  the  pTC^>osal  struct  away. 


Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  (Cook)  [6.20  a.m.]. 
— I  see  no  justification  for  granting  an  in- 
crease in  the  Governor-Gwieral's  salary  by 
means  of  an  item  in  the  Tariff,  Although 
I  have  the  greatest  respect  for  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  King — — 
^  Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  not  incxeaung 
his  salary.  It  is  what  we  have  been  doing 
all  along. 

Mr.  J,  H.  CATTS.— It  is  informing 
him  that  if  he  desires  to  use  English  car- 
riages and  other  such  artides  he  can  im- 
port them  free  of  duty,  instead  of  udng 
Australian-made  articles.  I  object  to  the 
provisi(». 

Question— That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  added  be  so  added  (Sir  Wiluam  Lvnb's 
amendment)  put.   The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes     ...         ...         ...  aa 

Noes     ...   14 


Majority  ... 


S 


Am. 


Archer,  E.  W. 

Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Joseph 
Coon,  }, 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Gtooin,  L.  E. 

Ifedgei,  W.  N. 

Irvine,  Hant 
Livingston,  J. 

Lyne,  Sir  William 


M  auger,  S. 
McWiUiams,  W.  J. 
rainier,  A.  C. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Thomson,  John 
Watson.  J.  C. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers.- 
Cook,  Hume 
johnion,  W.  E. 


NOU. 


Bamford,  F.  W.  Poynton,  A. 

B.itchelor,  E.  L.  Storrer,  D. 

Catts,  J,  H.  Tudor,  F.  G. 

Crouch.  R.  A.  Wilson,  J.  G. 

Foster,  F.  J. 

Mahon,  H.  TelUrt: 
Malonev,  W.  R.  N.        Dowden,  E.  K, 

Page,  J.  Mathews,  J. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affinnative. 
•  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [6.27 
a.m.]. — I  desire  to  move  an  amendinent 
to  include  the  Lieutenant-Governors  also. 

the  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  will  have  to  propose  a  new  para- 
graph. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Then  I  desire  to 
move — 

That  the  following  new  pftimgr^h  be  added — 
(B)  Articles  imported  or  purchased  ia  bood 
for  the  official  use  of  the  Lieutenant- 
Gevemors,  and  declared  as  being  for 
such  official  use,  «r>  and  ftlte?  laih 
Decembeipi^gi^H-iii^Ma  O  C 
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I  move  this  in  all  good  faith,  as  e\"ery 
argument  that  can  be  advanced  ia  favour 
of  including  the  State  Governors  apolies  to 
the  Lieutenant-Governors.  The  latter  act 
as  locum  tenens  for  Goverrwrs  during  their 
absence,  and  they  receive  their  appoint- 
ments, just  as  GwerrKM-s  do,  direct  from 
the  King.  There  is  an  additional  reason 
why  Lieutenant-Governors  should  be  given 
some  considerati<»i}  in  the  fact  that  they 
receive  no  sa!ar>->  especially  when  acting 
for  a  few  weeks,  or  a  few  d^ys. 

Mr.  Watson. — Sometimes  they  receive 
both  salaries. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— That  may  be  so 
in  scMOJe  cases,  but  generally  they  do  not 
receive  any  salary  as  Lieutenant-Governor, 
or,  at  any  rate,  do  not  receive  salaries 
c<Hnmensurate  with  the  position  they  occupy. 

Mr.  Maloney. — ^The  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor of  Victoria,  who  acted  during  Lord 
Brassey's  absence,  received  ^£500  a  year 
more  than  did  Lwd  Brassey  himself. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Lord  Brassey  was  away 
the  whole  year. 

Sir  Wu-UAM  Lyme. — Let  us  get  to  a 
vote. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  am  speaking 
.seriously,  and  it  is  of  ik)  use  the  Treasurer 
asking  me  to  drop  the  subject. 

Sir  WixLiAJC  Lyne. — I  desire  to  get  to 
a  vote. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— It  will  not  do  for 
us  to  take  that  attitude.  We  did  so  on 
the  last  vote,  whereas,  if  we  had  waited 
a  few  minutes,  and  had  had  further  dis- 
cussicm,  there  would  have  been  a  different 
result 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  the  honorable 
member  desires,  I  will  postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  this  item  until  the  end  of 
the  division.  I  do  not  desire  that  the 
Committee  should  continue  to  discuss  the 
matter  now. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— If  the  Treasurer 
will  postpone  this  it«n  tmtit  after  the  con- 
sideration of  postptmed  Hem  424,  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  agree  to  his  suggestion, 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^Very  well ;  I  shall 
do  so. 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  conaideratwn  of  itpm  425  be  poit- 
poned  uDtil  after  the  consideration  of  postponed 
Item  424. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [6.34  a.m.]. 
—I  should  like  to  hear  what  reasons  can 
be  advanced  for  the  postponement  of  this 


item.  So  far  as  I  ran  see  all  the  honorable 
members  here  arc  in  full  possession  of  tiieir 
faculties. 

Sir  William  Lv.xe. — I  know  that;  but 
some  members  are  ix)mpl£uning  that  there 
is  only  a  small  attendance. 

Mr.'  MAHOX.— Oh,  indeed.  I  consider 
that  the  Government  were  very  ill-advised 
in  cfflisenting  to  this  course  being  taken. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  desire  to  consult 
with  the  Prime  Minister,  as  I  have  been 

asked  to  do. 

Mr.  MAHON. — If  it  is  understood  that 
the  Government  are  reconsidering  the  ad- 
visability of  having  this  clause  in  the 
Tariff  at  all,  that  is  a  good  reason  for  a 
p(»tponement  We  all  wish  to  give  them 
an  opportunity  to  make  up  their  minds. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  certainly  shall 
consult  the  Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  MAHON,  — The  Treasurer  can 
count  on  my  opposition  to  every  {»(^x)6at 
of  this  sort. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lvne. — Surely  the  honor- 
able member  does  not  object  to  what  I  pro- 
pose to  do?  ■ 

Mr.  MAHON. — This  proposal  will  open 
the  door  to  many  serious  abuses.  It  may 
allow  others  than  the  Governor-General 
and  the  Governors  to  have  their  goods 
brought  in  free. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Such  goods 
were  free  under  the  old  Tariff. 

Mr.  MAHON— I  doubt  whether  there 
was  any  such  provision  in  the  t^d  Tariff 
ixa  the  Governors  of  States,  though  there 
may  have  been  fmr  the  Governor-General. 

Mr.  Crouch. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
Is  it  possible  to  postpone  an  item  when  it 
has  been  partly  amended  ?  I  understand 
that  rulings  previously  have  been  against 
this  course.  I  may  say  that  I  have  no 
objection  to  a  postponement. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  for  Corio  is  quite  right  in  saying 
that  such  course  is  not  cjistomary,  but, 
under  the  exceptional  circumstances,  I 
shall,  with  the  leave  of  the  Committee, 
put  the  motion. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [6.37 
a.m.], — A  vote  has  been  taken  on  the  item, 
and  I  desire  to  know  if  it  is  really  pro- 
posed that  it  be  postponed.  If  llie  vote 
already  taken  is  to  be  rescinded,  and  the 
ground  cleared^  for  a  |ut\^vi(ep^i^eration 
of  the  item  I  have  no  bbjecfwnd 
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Sir  William  Lyne.— I  shall  give  the 
honOTable  member  the  oppcKtuiiity  he  de- 
sires to  discuss  the  item  later  on  in  the 
day. 

Mr.  BatchelOR. — AU  that  was  voted 
on  was  an  amendment,  and  there  will  be 
nil  opportunity  to  vote  against  the  whole 
j)ropMal  later. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
S\dney)  [6.39  a.m.].— Seme  question  has 
arisen  as  to  whether  these  goods  were  free 
under  the  old  Tariff.  I  find  that  articles 
imi)orted  by,  and  for,  the  official  use  of 
thp  Governor- General,  or  State  Governcjs, 
wore  amongst  the  special  exemptions. 

Tlie  CHAIRMAN. — I  must  again  prant 
out  to  the  Cwnmittee  that  I  do  not  wish 
the  postponement  of  this  item  to  be  re- 
fjarded  as  an  ordinary  method  of  pro- 
o-'lure.  I  am  talcing  an  exceptional  course 
only  with  the  consent  of  the  Committee. 

Slotiwi  agreed  to ;  item  postponed. 

Item  426  (Articles  for  the  use  of  the 
!>lind,  deaf,  and  dimib);  item  427  (Uni- 
forms, &c.  for  foreign  consuls);  item  42S 
(Fire  Brigade  Appliances);  item  429 
(Minor  Articles  for  use  in  the  manufacture 
of  goods) ;  item  430  (Modfels  of  Inventions) ; 
item  431  (CoHections  of  Antiquities  for 
Public  Institutions);  item  432  (Natural 
History  Specimens);  item  433  (Passengers* 
Personal  Effects),  agreed  to. 

Item  434.  Pictorial  lUustratiooi  and  Casts 
nnd  Models  for  Teaching  purposes,  when  im- 
ported by  and  for  the  use  of  Universitiei,  Col- 
leges, or  Schools — free. 

Amendment   (by    Sir  Wiluah  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  word  "schools"  the  words 
"or  public  institutions"  be  inserted. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  435.  Scientific  InstrumcDts  and  Appara* 
tus  (and  materials  for  scientific  purposes)  for 
use  in  Universities,  Colleges,  Schools,  or  Public 
Hospitals,  under  departmental  by-laws,  free. 

Amendment   (by   Sir   William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That     after    the     word    "Hospitals,"  the 
words  "or  any  Public  Institution"  be  inserted. 

Amendment   by   Sir  Wiluam  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That   the  words— "4?s{A).    Machinery  sped- 

ally  designed  and  adapted  for  use  in  any  Uni- 
versity or  Public  Educaticmal  Institution  for  the 
purposes  of  instruction  to  students  only,  and  any 
article  which  has  been  bequeathed  or  donated  lb 
any  Public  Institution,  on  and  after  rath  De- 
cember, 1Q07,  free,"  be  added. 

Item,  as  amended|  agreed  to. 


Item  436.    Surgical  and  DenUl  and  Veteri- 
nary  Instruments   and  Appliances   (not  being 

Furniture),  viz.  : — 

Amputating;  Cupping;  Dissecting;  Examin- 
ing and  Operating;  Veterinary;  Lint; 
Gauzes ;  Bandages  n.e.i. ;  Ligatures ; 
Oil  Silk;  Poroplastic  Felt;  Splints  and 
Artificial  Limbs  and  Eyes ;  Surgical 
Pessaries;, Glass  Rectum  and  Vaginal 
Tubes;  Operation  Bags  fitted  with  In- 
struments; Syringes;  Galvano-cautery 
Batteries  and  Appliances ;  Operating 
Tables;  Dressing  and  Instrument  Trays; 
Accident  Emergency  Cases ;  Hot  Air 
Apparatus  for  legs  and  arms;  X-ray 
Apparatus  except  Motors;  Snake-bite 
Outfits ;  Medicated  Woo! ;  Aseptic 
Paper;  Impression  Trays;  Dental  Rub- 
ber; Amalgam  and  Gold  FilHng-in 
Pellets  or  Cylinders,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff),  10  per  cent.;  {United  .  King- 
dom), free.  ^ 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lvne) 
proposed — 

That  after  the  word  "Pessaries,"  the  word, 
except  of  glass  "  be  inserted. 

Colonel  FOXTON  (Brisbane)  [6.45 
a.m.].— If  the  Treasurer's  proposal  be  ear- 
ned, under  what  item  will  the  exception 
which  he  desires  to  make  'fall  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.46  a.m.].— The  instruments  of 
glass  m  question  will  then  be  dutiable  as 
glassware,  n.e.i.,  under  item  253.  All 
these  articles,  I  understand,  are  being 
manufactured  in  the  Commonwealth. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  words  "Glass  Rectum  and  Vaginal 
Tubes"  be  left  out.  * 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [6.47  a.m.]. 
— I  would  point  out  to  the  Treasurer  that 
the  ccnistniction  of  these  tubes  is  a  very 
different  matter  from  the  manufacture  of  an 
ordinary  pessary. 

Mr.  Page. — They  are  being  manufac- 
tured in  Brisbane. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  am  aware  that  they 
can  be  made  in  Brisbane  if  a  pattern  is 
supplied,  but  it  might  be  necessary  to  send 
to  America  or  to  the  Continent  to  procure 
a  pattern.  There  are  a  number  of  varie- 
ties. Therefore,  I  think  that  the  Minister 
IS  ill  advised  in  proposing  to  omit  the 
words,  and,  in  the  interests  of  the  medical 
profession,  I  object  to  it  being  done. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Amendmen'S  (by  Sir  WiLUAH  Lvne) 
agreed  to — 

That  after  the  word  "syringes"  the  irords 
"except  of  glass"  be  inserted.^  , 

That  afterthe  worj^  .'f.mefi^OO^l^wds 
"and  absorbent"  be  inserted.  O 
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Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [6.54  a.m.]- 
— I  suggest  to  the  Treasurer  that  the  words 
"snake  bite  outfits"  should  be  omitted. 
They  should  not  be  dutiable  at  10  per  cent. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  intend  to  make 
free  all  the  articles  menticxied  in  the  item. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Wilson)  agreed 
to— 

That  after  tbe  word  '*  wool "  the  words  "  and 
surgical  dressings "  be  inserted. 

Amendment   (by   Sir   William  Lyne) 

agreed  to — 

That  after  the  word  "  rubber "  the  words 
"dental  allov  and*  cements"  be  insertc<l. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [6.57 
a.m.]. — The  dentists  wish  to  be  made  free 
rubber  dams,  pedestal  sfnttoons,  hospital 
furniture,  and  burrs. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Rubber  dam'  would 
ccxne  under  "  dental  rubber,"  which  is 
free. 

Amendment   (by   Sir   William  Lyne) 

agreed  to — 

That  after  the  words  "  lo  per  cent."  the 
words  "  and  on  and  after  12th  December,  1907 
(General  Tariff),  free "  be  inserted. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Item  437   (Theatrical  Costumes,  &c.), 
agreed  to. 

Item  438  amended  to  read  as  follows, 
and  agreed  to — 

Trophies  won  abroad  and  Decorations,  Medal, 
lions  and  Certificates  awarded,  or  to  be 
awarded,  and  sent  from  abroad  to  individuals, 
and  Trophies  or  Prizes  sent  by  donors  resident 
abroad  for  presentation  or  competition  in  Aus- 
tralia under  Departmental  by-laws — free. 

Item  439  (Goods  sent  for  repairs) 
agreed  to. 

Item  440  amended  to  read  as  follows, 
and  agreed  to — 

Goods  brought  back  to  Australia  by  the  person 
who  was  owner,  or  the  legal  representative  of 
such  owner  at  the  time  of  exportation,  after 
exportation,  without  drawback  havinei  been  paid 
thereon  subject  to  tbe  provisions  of  section  151 
of  the  Customs  Act  igoi — free. 

Item  441.  Blankets,  Rubber  or  Wool  for 
Printing  Machines,  Top  Cloths  for  Ruling  Ma- 
chines, Felts  for  Paper  Making  Machines,  when 
imported  with  the  machines  of  which  they  form 
a  necessary  working  part,  one  or  more  as  re- 
quired for  working  the  machine — free. 

Mr.  CRpUCH  (Corio)  [7.3  a.m,].— 
According  to  the  wording  of  this  item, 
felts  for  paper-making  machines  are  only 
free  when  impcwrted  with  them.  These 
felts,  which  are  about  90  yards  long,  cannot 
be  made  in  the  Commonwealth,  and,  conse- 
quently, have  to  be  imported  from  time  to 
time.   It  is  necessary  to  release  the  articles 


from  the  words  of  limitation  in  the  item. 

Therefore,  I  move — 

That  the  words  "  felts  for  paper-making  ma- 
chines" be  left  out. 

If  the  amendment  is  made  it  is  my  inten- 
tion to  ask  the  Committee  to  add  to  the 
item  the  words  "  and  felts  and  wires  for 
paper-making  machines. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Why  does  the  hon- 
orable member  include  the  wires? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— It  is  a  mere  attach- 
ment to  the  machine. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  ^y  Mr.  Crouch)  pro- 
posed— 

That  after  the  word  "machine"  the  words 
"  and  felts  and  wires  for  paper  making  ma- 
chines" be  inserted. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parram^ta) 
[7.5  a.m.]. — ^That  amendmoit  seems  to  me 
to  alter  the  sense  with  regard  to  top  cloths  , 
for  ruling  machines.  Does  the  honorable 
member  intend  that  the  words  "  when  im- 
ported" &c.,  shall  apply  to  the  top  cloths 
for  ruling  machines? 

Mr.  Crouch. — Yes.  The  felts  and 
wires  are  not  imported  with  the  felt  ma- 
chines, but  have  to  be  imported  separately, 
and  that  is  why  I  want  the  Oxmnittee  to 
insert  these  words  at  the  end  of  the  item. 

Mr.   JOSEPH  COOK.— Cannot  these 
felts  be  made  at  any  place  in  Australia? 

Mr.  Crouch. — The  paper-making  mills 
tried  to  make  them,  but  could  not  as  they 
are  90  yards  long.  They  have  to  be  re- 
newed everv  six  months. 

Mr.    JOSEPH  COOK.— Cannot  the 
felts  be  made  in  Victoria  ? 

Mr.  Crouch. — No. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Is  there  anv 
particular  reason  why  these  mills,  whic4i 
are  doing  well,  and  enjoying  a  tolerably 
high  protection,  should  get  all  these 
materials  in  free? 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [7.7  a.m.].~ 
When  the  honorable  member  for  Adelaide 
was  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  he 
adopted  a  rule  by  which  these  articles 
were  allowed  to  rome  in  free,  and  thev 
have  come  in  free  since  that  time.  This 
item  is  cmly  ontinuing  what  is  practically 
the  ezistinG^  law. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parraraatta) 
[7.8  a.m.]. — The  questiwi  is  whether  these 
highlv-protected  industries  ought  to  get 
free  all  the  materials  they  require. 

Mr.  Crouch. — I  do  not  think  the  honor- 
able member  will  find  they  are  highly  pro- 
tected. Digitized  by  dOOglC 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  notic*  that  -ill 
these    highly -protected  manufacturers  are 
the  very  first  to  secure  any  econwnical  aid 
to  their  industries.    Tliis   is   another  in- 
stance of  men  who  ask  the  Treasurer  for 
the  highest  possible  duties  which  they  can 
^et,  and  aftenvards  request  to  be  exempted 
from  the  ordinary  taxation  which,  crther 
citizens  have  to  bear,  and  cheerfolly  pay. 
Amendment  ajj^eed  to 
Item,  as  amraded,  agreed  to. 
Item  44a.    Scientific  lastrumeats  and  Appara* 
tus,  vix.  : — 

(A)  Instrumeots  for  measuring  the  dessity 
of  Liquids  Solids  and  Gases;  iaclud- 
ing  Hydrometers,  Saccharometers, 
Lactometers,  Salimometers,  aod 
Barkometer»— free.    .    .  . 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
proposed — 

Tkat  after  the  word  "  instruments,"  para- 
graph A.  the  words  "  of  other  material  than 
^lass"  be  inserted. 

WILSON  (Corangamite)  [7.9  a.m.]. 
—In  my  opinion  the  Treasurer  is  coming 
it  a  little  bit  too  strong  in  submitting  this 
amendment.  In  Brisbane  there  ts  a  man 
Avho  manufactures  all  the  instruments 
which  are  included  in  paragraph  a. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — Then  we  must  pro- 
tect him. 

Mr.  WILSON. —  This  item,  as  it  is 
printed,  includes  sclent ifir  instruments  of 
AfTy  great  accuracy.  In  some  cases  the 
users  of  such  instruments  like  to  deal  with: 
the  manufacturer  In  Brisbane,  but,  in  other 
cases,  they  want  to  import  them  from 
America  or  Germany  or  England.  I  do 
not  think  that  the  Minister  .should  alter 
the  wording  of  the  item,  and  so  remove 
such  instruments  from  the  free  list. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Let  the  item  go.  The 
articles  are  on  the  free  list. 

Mr.  WILSON.— Evidently  the  honor- 
Tible  member  is  not  aware  of  the 
fact  th.1t  the  Treasurer  has  moved  to 
insert  the  words  "of  other  material 
than  glass"  after  the  word  "instruments."' 
All  these  scientific  Instruments  should  be 
free.  To  tax  them  would  be  to  do  a  great 
injustice  to  the  scientists  of  Australia,  and 
to  those  c<«icemcd  in  schools  of  mines  and 
laboratories.  I  do  not  deny  that  some  of 
ihe  instruments  are  made  in  Australia,  and 
thev  may  be  perfertlv  accurate  so  far 
tht-v  go.  But  a  scientist  would  not  I.e 
nitogether  satisfied  with  fhe  conditions 
under  which  the\'  are  made  in  Brisbane. 
These  instruments  are  of  no  use  unless  they 
are  made  with  the  greatest  delicacy.  The 


amendment  simply  roeuis  that  <mly  those 
made  of  gun  metal  will  be  admitted  free. 
I  want  hcmorable  members  to  be  seized  of 

the  facts. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^We  do  not  want 
facts  at  this  time  of  the  mOTning.  We  ixt- 
tend  to  put  <mi  a  duty.  That  is  the  fact 
that  concerns  us. 

Mr.  WILSON.— If  I  had  not  drawn  at- 
tention to  the  matter  the  kern  would  haw 
been  passed  withoBt  any  oonsaderation. 
The  Minister  really  should  not  press  his 
aiDendment. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  «m  going  to  press 

it. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  undertake  to  say  that 
there  are  manv  scientists  in  Au^alia  who 
would  not  think  of  going  to  Brisbane  few 
their,  instruments. 

Colonel  Foxton.^ — Whv  not? 

Mr.  WILSON.— Because  they  wowld 
not  be  satisfied  that  thev  were  getting  in- 
stnmients  that  were  perfect  for  their  scien- 
tific work. 

Mr.  M.\LONEY  (Melbourne)  [7.16 
a.m.].— It  would  be  far  better  to  give  the 
gentleman  in  Brisbane  who  is  making  these 
instruments  a  bounty  than  to  impose  a  duty 
for  his  t>enefit.  Scientific  men  are  not  even 
satisfied  with  English-made  Instruments  in 
manv  cases.  The>-  send  to  Germany,  or  to 
the  United  States  of  America  f<M-  particular 
instruments  for  particular  purposes.  They 
are  certainly  not  likely  to  be  content  with 
Aufitralian-tnade  instruments  vben  they 
want  to  make  sure  of  obtaining  tiie  most 
scrupulous  accuracy.  It  would  be  re- 
grettable if  every  dairy  in  Australia  was 
practically  forced  to  buy  a  lactometer  in 
which  perfect  confidence  could  not  be  put. 
What  does  the  proposed  duty  amount  to? 

Colonel  FoxTON. — Thirty  and  25  per 
cent. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— I  shall  have  to  get 
me  of  these  instruments  and  test  it 

Mr.  Page. — Thev  are  all  on  sale. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— I  think  that  the 
amen<iment  is  due  to  the  energy  of  the 
Queensland  members.  In  order  that  his 
deductions  may  be  recognised  elsewhere,  a 
professor  in  Australia  .needs  for  the  pur- 
poses of  his  scientific  investigaticms  insftru- 
ments  of  the  same  high  grade  as  diose  used 
in  the  Old  World.  If  an  astnxuxaer  l»ere 
were  to  oliserve  certain  nebulae,  it  would 
t«  necessary-  that  the  instrument  with  which 
he  made  his  observations  should  correspond 
with  those  used   in  other  parts  of  the 
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Mr.  QtoucK. — ^Theie  must  be  an  abso- 
lute standard. 

Colonel  FoxTON.  —  The  instruments 
made  m  Brisbane  are  standardized. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— Is  it  the  standard  of 
Berlin,  of  Paris,  or  some  other  part  of  the 
world  that  is  observed  ?  In  conclusion,  I 
simply  desire  to  know  whether  the  Trea- 
surer intends  to  insert  the  words  "  of  other 
material  than  glass"  in  the  Temaining 
paragraphs 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [7.24  a.m.].— I 
was  never  more  surprised  in  my  life  than  I 
was  when  I  heard  the  honorable  meo^r 
far  Melbourne  speak  as  he  did  regarding 
the  industry  to  which  this  item  relates. 
When  invited  by  the  Treasurer  to  vote  for 
a  duty  of  50  per  cent,  for  the  protection 
of  a  Victorian  industry,  he  has  dcme  so 
without  blushing  j  but  when  he  is  asked  to 
vote  for  a  duty  for  the  assistance  of  a 
(Queensland  industry,  he  inunediately  be- 
gins to  talk  about  the  Milky  Way,  and  the 
standard  of  Farts,  Berlin,  and  other  cities, 
with  a  view  of  showing  that  the  proposed 
protection  should  not  be  granted.  When 
the  honorable  member  can  turn  a  political 
scHnersault  with  such  consummate  ease,  I 
am  satisfied  as  to  his  consistency  and  his 
ideas  of  protection. 

Colonel  FOXTON  (Brisbane)[7.26  a.m.]. 
— ^When  I  spoke  of  these  instruments  bdng 
standardized.  I  meant  to  cmvey  that  the 
instruments  enumerated  in  paragraph  a  are 
made  in .  Brisbane  by  a  highly  trained 
scientific  man.  who  acquired  his  kmmledge 
in  the  best  manufactwies  <^  Eur^ie.  He 
thoroughly  understands  his  business,  and 
has  been  engaged  for  years  in  making  the 
very  instruments  to  which  the  hcmorable 
member  for  Melbourne  has  referred.  Every 
scientific  instrument  that  he  makes  is  ex- 
amined by  a  Government  expert,  who  must 
certifv  to  its  correctness  before  it  can  be 
offered  for  sale. 

Mr.  Wilson. — Is  the  Goi'emment  ex- 
pert competent? 

Colonel  FOXTON.— I  have  yet  to  leam 
that  protectionists,  at  all  events,  are  not 
to  accept  Australian  experts  in  lieu  of  those 
on  the  other  side  of  the  globe. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — How  many  are  en- 
gaged in  the  industry  in  Brisbane? 

Coknel  FOXTON.— I  do  not  know;  it 
is  not  a  large  establishment. 

Mr.  Batchzlok. — It  is  the  usual  Queens- 
land industry? 

Cokmel  FOXTON.— I  am  aware  that 
some  honorable  members  are  prepared  to 


taboo  an  industry  the  mr'WH  it  ia  men- 
tioned that  it  is  carried  on  in  Quecndjnd. 

Mr.  Watson. — When  we  find  the  honor- 
able member  supporting  a  duty  we  know  that 
it  must  relate  to  a  Queensland  industry. 

Colonel  FOXTON.— That  is  not  fair. 
I  have  su[^}orted  the  imposition  of  duties 
in  relation  to  a  large  number  of  industries 
that  are  peculiar  to  Victoria. 

Mr.  Wise. — Low  duties. 

Cokmel  FOXTON.— No;  I  have  sup- 
ported the  Govtfnment  on  various  occa- 
-  sioos.  but  I  am  not,  and  do  not  pretend  to 
be,  a  probibitittiist.  1  invite  honorable 
members  to  compare  this  pn^osed  duty  of 
30  per  cent  with  the  duties  of  from  100 
to  a 00  per  cent.,  that  have  been  passed 
for  the  protection  of  Victorian  industries. 
I  repeat  that  every  possible  precautktn  is 
taken  to  insure  the  accwacy  of  the  scien- 
tific instruments  made  in  Queensland. 
I  should  also  like  tb  mention  that  these 
■  people  do  not  propose  to  attempt  the  manu- 
facture of  any  of  those  instnunents  which 
are  beyond  their  capacity.  They  will 
make  only  those  with  which  they  axe  tho- 
roughly familiar. 

Mr.  Batchslor.— If  this  man  were  to 
■remove  to  scxne  other  country  the  whde 
industry  would  be  abolished. 

Colonel  FOXTOX.— No,  1  presume  that 
stKne  one  else  would  take  his  place.  Why 
should  we  assume  that  the  usual  conse- 
quences claimed  for  a  protective  duty  would 
not  follow  in  this  case,  and  that  the  num- 
ber of  persons  engaged  in  this  induf^try 
would  not  be  increased  ? 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [7.31  a.m.]. 
—I  exposed  this  proposal  when  it  was  be- 
fore the  Committee  in  another  form  on  a 
previous  occasion.  I  oppose  it  again  for 
the  same  reason,  that  throughout  the  Tariff 
we  have  refrained  from  imposing  duties  on 
purely  scientific  instruments.  It  should 
not  be  forgotten  that  a  number  oi  these 
•irticles  are  coming  every  day  into  more 
commcHi  use,  and  we  wish  to  encourage 
their  use  in  the  Commonwealth.  Many 
reasons  have  been  given  why  the  proposal 
should  not  be  accepted,  but  one  which  has 
not  yet  been  mentioned  is  that  the  result 
of  prosecutions  in  the  Courts,  involving  the 
livelihood,  or  the  liberty  of  a  man,  in  very 
many  instances,  depends  upon  the  accuracv 
uf  these  instruments. 

Colonel  FOXTON  (Brisbane)  [7.35 
a.m.]. — I  should  just  like  to  ask  the  hon- 
orable member  for  LjAP^^tkona^nh^^  he 
thinks  we  shall  WW  WM^Se  these 
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instruments  in  Australia,  and;  jf  so,  when 
he  thinks  we  should  begin  to  make  them  ? 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [7.36  a.m.].— 
WhCT  this  question  was  before  the  Commit- 
tee in  another  form,  I  voted  with  represen- 
tatives of  Queensland  for  the  protection  of 
this  industry.  It  did  matter  to  me,  as  a  pro- 
tectionist, if  those  honorable  members  voted 
free-trade  on  everj-  other  question.  If 
men  in  any  part  of  the  world  can  make 
r.ny  article,  there  are  men  in  Australia 
who  can  make  it,  if  they  are  given  en- 
couragement. When  honorable  members, ' 
in  dealing  with  industries  carried  on  in 
their  own  States,  talk  of  the  work  that 
Australians  can  do,  and  then  refuse  to  pro- 
tect the  work  of  Australians  in  other  States, 
they  are  grossly  inconsistent.  I  am  pre- 
pared to  support  a  dutv  upon  these  articles. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta)[7.38 
a.m.]. — I  have  listened  with  the  utmost 
amazement  to  the  tirade  of  abuse  directed 
against  the  honorable  member  for  Bris- 
bane, and  I  hope  it  will  teach  the  honor- 
able member  a  lesson.  We  have  had  some 
difiiculty  on  this  side  in  bringing  the  hon- 
orable member  to  reaswi  on  fiscal  questions. 
He  has  suppwted  the  Government  when  their 
own  supporters  have  left  them,  and  this 
is  the  reward  he  gets.  .  I  hope  it  will  in- 
duce the  honorable  member  to  turn  over 
a  new  leaf. 

Question — That  the   words  "  of  other 
material  than  glass  "  be  inserted  after  the 
word  "  instruments."    paragraph  a  (Sir 
William  Lvne's  amendment) — put.  The 
Committee  divided. 

Ayes     ...  ...  ...  19 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  16 


Majority 


Carr,  E.  S. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Coon,  J. 
Kwing.  T.  T. 
Kovlon,  Colonel 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Ilcrtges,  W.  N. 
t.vne.  Sir  William 
Mauger,  S. 


Archer.  E.  W. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
I'oiter,  F.  J. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Livingston,  J. 
Mabon,  H. 


AVES. 

McWiUiams,  W.  J. 

Page.  J. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor.  F.  O. 

Watson,  ].  C. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Sinclair,  H. 

Noes. 

Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Palmei,  A.  C 
.Salmon,  C-  C. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

Tellers: 
Batcbelor.  E.  L. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 


Paiks.  • 

Hutchison,  J.  Brown,  Tiliey 

Spcnce,  W.  G.  Hrown,  Thomas 

Deakin,  A.  Wilks,  W.  H. 

Fisher,  A.  Edwards,  R. 

Fairbairn,  G.  Fowler,  J.  M. 

Frazer.  C.   K.  Fuller,  G.  W. 

Harper,  R.  Fvsh,  Sir  Philip 

McDoiig.UI,  J.  K.  Glynn,  P.  McM. 

Hall,  D.  R.  Raid,  G.  H. 

Kingston,  C.  C.  Kelly,  W.  H. 

Webster,  W.  Uddell,  F. 

O'Mallcv,  King  Smith,  Bruce 

Quick,  Sir  John  Willis,  Henrv 

Forrest,  Sir  Jobn  Waflcins,  D. 

Question  so  resoK-ed  in  the  affirmative. 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Amendment  (by   Sir  William  Lyne) 

agreed  to — 

That  after  the  word  "  barkometers,"  para- 
graph (A),  the  words  "of  other  material  than 
glass"  be  inserted. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Amendment    (by   Mr.    Wilson)  pror 
posed — 

That  the  following  new  paragraph  be  in- 
serted ; — "  AA.  Instruments  made  of  class  for 
measuring  the  density  of  liquids,  solids,  and 
gases,  including  hydrometers,  saccharometeis, 
lactometers,  salimometers,  and  barkometers,  on 
and  after  lath  December,  1907,  ad  val.  .(Genera) 
Tariff),  10  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  5  per 
cent." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [7.49  a.m.]. — I  hope  the  Committee 
will  not  agree  to  this  amendment.  These 
articles  fall  under  items  dudable  at  35  pa: 
cent,  and  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laaneooorie)  [7.50  a.m.]. 
— If  the  Government  will  prc^wse  to  make 
the  duties  20  p^  cent,  and  15  per  cent.,  I 
shall  support  them. 

Sir  William  Lyn?. — I  agree  to  the  sug- 
gestion. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [7.51 
a.m.].— The  honorable  member  for  Laane- 
coorie  only  just  now  advocated  that  these 
instruments  should  be  admitted  duty  free; 
and  to  be  consistent,  he  ought  to  support 
the  lowest  impost  obtainable. 

Mr.  Page. — The  question  was  then  cme 
of  protection,  or  no  protection. 

Mr.  WILSON.— But  I  regard  it  as  a 
question  of  sdentific  research,  and  (me 
closelv  connected  with  the  observatiMi  of 
certain  legal  formalities  in  regard  to  the 
tests.  There  is  enormous  breakage  in  con- 
veying these  delicate  instruments  from  one 
end  of  the  world  to  the  other;  and  the 
duty  I  propose  would  give  some  little  en- 
couragement to  the  local  industry. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [7-53.a.m.]. 
— ^The  question  baft^easy  wa^^wfibr  or 
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not  there  should  be  a  duty.;  and,  in  my 
opinion,  the  decision  arri\ed  at  by  the 
Ccxnmittee  was  a  wrong  one.  But,  in  view 
of  that  decisicHi.  I  do  not  feel  inclined 
to  vote  for  the  duty  proposed  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Corangamite.  It  would 
simply  be  a  revenue  duty ;  and  I  declared 
myself,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Tariff  dis- 
cussion, as  against  such  duties. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[7.55  a.m.]. — No  doubt  these  very  delicate 
instruments  require  to  be  as  mathematically 
perfect  as  possible.  Industries  of  this  kind 
do  not  spring  up  like  mushrooms ;  and  I  do 
not  see  that  the  industry  in  Brisbane  could 
bv  any  possibility  supply  all  the  require* 
ments  of  Australia.  In  my  opinion,  a  fair 
duty  would  be  one  of  15  per  cent,  all 
round. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [7.56  a.m.], 
— Both  the  honorable  member  for  Laane- 
coorie  and  the  hcmorable  member  for  Mel- 
bourne showed  that,  no  matter  how  high 
the  duty  might  be,  these  goods  must  be 
brought  from  abroad;  and,  therefore,  the 
impost  must,  to  a  large  extent,  be  merely 
revenue  producing. 

Amendment  (bv  Mr.  Salmon)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  .nmendment  be  amended  by  leaving 
out  the  ficure  "  lo,"  with  n  view  to  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  the  figure  *'  20."  find  the  figure  "  5," 
with  n.  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  figure 
"  IS-" 

Pronosed  new  paragraph,  as  amended, 

agreed  to. 

Paragrai^s  b,  c,  and  d  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  (E).  Apparatus  for  the  testing  and 
analysis  of  milk,  wine,  and  other  agricultural 
products,  as  prescribed  by  departmental  by-laws 
— free. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  paragraph  be  left  out. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [8.5  a.m.]. 
— This  is  another  instance  in  which  the 
Treasurer  proposes  to  subject  to  a  duty  a 
number  of  articles  which  are  used  in  the 
testing  of  wines. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hum^-Trea- 
surer)  [8.6  a.m.], — I  would  point  out  to  the 
honorable  member  that  all  the  apparatus 
described  in  this  paragraph  is  being  manu- 
factured in  Austri;!ia.  The  industry  is 
being  principally  carried  out  in  Brisbane, 
where  the  apparatus  h::s  to  be  subjected 
to  a  Government  test  before  it  can  be  de- 
livered bv  the  manufacturer. 


Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [8.7  a.m.]. 
— The  Treasurer's  explanation  is  scarcely 
satisfactory.  I  repeat  that  this  proposal 
will  have  the  effect  of  subjecting  to  duty 
apparatus  used  to  test  wines  in  respect  of 
their  acidity,  their  alcoholic  strength,  and 
the  carbonic  acid  gas  which  they  ctHitain. 
Such  instruments  as  acidometers,  alcoholo- 
meters and  eudiometers,  are  not  manufac- 
tured in  Australia. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — I  will  guarantee  that 
they  are  manufactured  in  Brisbane. 

Mr.  WILSON.— The  honorable  member 
is  prepared  to  guarantee  that  any  instru- 
ment made  of  glass  is  manufactured  in 
Brisbane. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Item  443  (Ophthalmic  instruments  and 

appliances)  agreed  to. 

Item  444.  Outside  packages  n.e.i.,  in  which 
goods  other  than  those  subject  to  an  ad  valorem 
duty  are  ordinarily  imported,  when  containing 
such  goods — free. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer)  [8.10  a.m.]. — I  move — 

That  after  the  words  "packagei  D.e.i."  the 
words  "including  the  sole  amtaiaing  package" 
be  inserted. 

The  amendment  will  have  the  effect  of 

making  these  packages  free. 

-Mr.  Page. — Will  zinc-lined  cases  come 
under  this  item  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Amendment  (by   Sir  William  'Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  words  "other  than  those -subject  to 
an  ad  valorem  duty "  anJ  "  when  containing 
such  goods"  be  left  out. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [8.13  a.m.]. 
— Two  Hays  ago  I  was  informed  that  the 
Customs  authorities  wished  to  char^ 
12s.  6d.  on  what  is  kiKwn  as  a  "dry" 
cask,  in  which  iroimongery  was  imported. 
These  casks  when  empty  are  practically 
of  no  value»  and  cannot  be  used  as  new 
casks. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — That  duty 
must  have  been  charged  before  the  Tariff 
was  amended. 

Mr.  WILSON.— No;  since  then.  The 
rule  laid  down  by  the  Department  was  that 
the  exemption  relating  to  casks  applied 
only  to  casks  containing  liquids. 

Mr.  Austin  d^ioiSM^M^QfSX^ml  casks 
are  free. 
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Mr,  WILSON— Whether  they  contain 
liquids  or  dry  goods  ? 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Yes. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melboame)  [8.15 
a.in.].~I  have  here  The  Shipping  World 
Year-Book,  in  which  the  principal  Tariffs 
of  the  world  are  published.  It  will  be 
seen  that  they  contain  achedules  of  pro* 
hibited  goods.  St.  Vincent,  for  instance, 
|Ht)hil»ts  the  importation  of  plants,  seeds, 
berries,  earth,  soil,  and  vegetable  matter 
used  for  packing  or  covering  imports 
from  Ceylon,  Natal,  South  IniUa,  Mauri- 
tius, and  the  Straits  Settlements.  Ceylon 
and  Mauritius  have  similarly  drastic  pro- 
hitntions.  I  suggest  that  our  prohibitions, 
most  of  which  are  embodied  in  the  Cus- 
toms Act,  should  be  printed  as  a  schedule 
attached  to  the  Tariff. 

Mr.  Salmon. — I  support  that. 

ExasB  DtJTiEs. 

Saccharin  and  other  similar  substitutes  for 
sugar,   per   lb.,  ^1^5. 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyme) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  i3th  De. 
ccmbcr,  1907,  per  lb.,  ^^i"  be  added. 

Rebate  for  Home  Consumption. 

Tariff  Item  124  (Schedule  A).  Piece  goods 
of  any  material  when  used  in  the  manufacture 
of  Rubber  Waterproof  Cloth.  Rebate,  three- 
fourths  of  the  duty  paid. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.20  a.m.]. — ^This  rebate  was  al- 
lowed under  the  old  Tariff. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — We  gave  these 
manufacttu-ers  a  higher  dutv. 

Sir  WlLLIAM  LYXE.— It  would  be 
7^  per  cent.  now.  I  propose  to  rebate 
three-fourths  of  the  duty  paid. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — We  increased 
the  duty  on  waterproof  cloth. 

Mr.  Wilson. — Do  I  understand  that  the 
Minister  proposes  to  insert  "  i\  per 
cent."? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No;  I  propose 
to  rebate  ^\  per  cent. 

Mr.  Wilson. — Of  the  duty  paid? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No,  three- 
fourths  of  the  duty  paid,  which  is  7(  per 
cent.  The  Comptroller-General  has  pmnted 
out  to  me  that  it  is  very  necessary  to  get 
this  alteration  made  to-day. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Why  should  these 
manufacturers  get  this  aS^^tage  at  all? 
'l^y  are  getting  a  protection  of  30  per 
cent.  now. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE,— No,  the  duties 

are  30  and  35  per  cent. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— They  have  got  a 
thumping  big  protection. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  ask  the  bon- 
oraUe  member  to  allow  the  amendment  to 
pass,  as  it  is  doing  the  same  thing  as  was 
done  under  the  old  Tariff. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (ParramatU) 
[8.21  a.m.]. — It  is  quite  true  that  this  pro- 
vision was  in  the  old  Tariff,  but  since  then 
we  hare  given  the  manufacturers  these 
goods  very  much  higher  jKotection,  viz. : — 
30  and  25  per  oent.,  and  I  do  not  quite 
see  why  we  should  go  further  and  rebate 
to  them  three-fourths  of  that  duty.  Why 
should  they  not  be  put  on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  other  manufacturers?  Since  they 
have  got  a  protection  of  30  and  25  per 
cent,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  absurd  to  give 
a  rebate  of  three-fourths  of  it.  Let  them 
be  treated  like  other  manufacturers  who  are 
snbiect  to  competition. 

Mr.  Bowi«N. — It  is  only  to  be  done  in 
respect  of  goods  exported. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  is  so. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  think  that  the 
Minister  should  not  allow  this  item  to  pass. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lvne. — I  shall  make  fur- 
ther inquiry,  and  if  it  should  transpire 
that  it  is  not  a  proper  thing  to  do,  I  will 
see  that  an  alteration  is  made  in  another 
place. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— But  why  should 
persons  who  happen  to  manufacture  water- 
proof cloth  get  this  advantage  over  every 
other  kind  of  manufacture  ?  It  is  an 
anomalous  item  to  put  in  the  Tariff.  Cer- 
tainly, it  cannot  be  called  a  scientific 
Tariff,  when  certain  manufacturers  are 
singled  out  for  specially  favorable  treat- 
ment. I  should  like  to  know  the  reason 
for  this  proposal,  and  if  there  is  no  rea- 
son why  these  manufacturers  should  be 
treated  differently  from  anv  others,  it 
ought  not  to  be  ^one,  I  think. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — Ob,  let  it  go. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Has  the  honor- 
able gentleman  dealt  with  the  other  items 
in  this  sdiedule? 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — Yes,  with  every- 
thing. The  leader  of  the  Opposition  took 
exception  to  them,  and  at  mv  instance  they 
were  strudt  out 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— Why  should  we 
have  a  special  schedule  in  the  Tariff  for 
one  class  of  manufacturers?  He  is  a  sin- 
gularly fortunate  manufacturer  who,  after 
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Vie  has  made  up  imported  material,  and 
■exported  it,  is  to  be  refunded  three- 
fourths  of  the  duty  paid. 

Mr.  Johnson. — It  is  worse  stilly  because 
it  is  a  rebate  for  hone  consumption,  not  for 
export. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  was  told  by 
the  Minister  that  it  was  a  rebate  on  the 
-expOTtation  of  the  manufactured  article. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Look  at  the  heading — 
"  r^»te  for  home  consumption." 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [8.27  a.m.]. 
— It  appears  that  the  object  of  this  item 
is  to  place  the  manufacturer  of  rubber 
■waterproof  cioth  in  exactly  the  same  posi- 
tion as  he  was  in  under  the  old  Tariff. 

Mr.  BowoEN. — No,  because  he  has  a 
higher  duty. 

Mr.  SALMON'.— The  amoimt  of  the  re- 
bate will  be  exactly  the  same  as  be  got 
bef{M-e.  He  will  nc«  be  put  in  any  better 
position. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — He  will  be  in 
a  better  portion  if  he  uses  local  woollens. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Why  should  he  be  singled 
out  for  special  treatment  ? 

Mr.  SALMON.— We  have  deslt  wiA  the 
raw  material  of  his  industry  in  a  different 
fashion  from  that  which  was  anticipated. 

Mr.  WATKINS  (Newcastle)  [8.28  a.m.]. 
— I  am  not  clear  yet  about  this  item.  It 
appears  to  me  that  if  a  man  who  utilizes 
piece-goods  in  the  manufacture  of  water- 
proof cloth  is  to  get  a  refund  of  the  duty 
paid,  any  body  who  uses  piece-goods  for 
any  other  purpose  should  stand  in  a  simi- 
lar position. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — And  if  he  uses 
Australian  cloth  he  has  a  protection  of 
30  per  cent. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— Seeing  that  the  piece 
of  

Sir  William  Lvne. — Oh.  I  will  with- 
draw the  whole  thing,  zml  I  have  a  vtiy 
good  mind  to  withdraw  the  Tariff  too. 
I  withdraw  the  item.  I  will  not  go  any 
further  with  it. 

Mr.  Salmon. — It  will  simply  ruin  this 
manufacture. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.— I  am  mrt  going 
to  put  up  any  longer  with  the  nonsense 
I  have  had  here  this  morning. 

Mr.  Johnson. — It  is  time  that  some  of 
these  proposals  were  debated  a  little 
more. 


Mr.  WATKINS.— I  decidedly  object 
to  the  remark  of  the  Minister.  I  rise  to 
ask  why  this  special  treatment  is  to  be 
given  to  the  manufacturer  of  rubber-water- 
proof cloth  ? 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lvne. — ^The  hcxiorable 
member  was  asleep  when  the  information 
was  given. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— I  ask,  sir,  that  that 
statement  be  withdrawn,  because  there  is 
not  a  word  of  truth  in  it. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  should,  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— Before  I  vote  for 
this  schedule  I  shall  require  to  know  why 
this  industry  has  been  singled  out  for 
special  treatment. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  Minister  has 
withdrawn  St. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN  (Mr. 
Batchelor). — I  understand  Uiat  the  Min- 
ister is  willing  to  withdraw  the  item,  but 
the  better  plan  will  be  to  negative  it. 

Mr.  Salmon. — If  it  is  negatived  we  can 
not  get  another  opportunity  to  deal  with 
it,  but  if  it  is  withdrawn,  we  can. 

Item  negatived. 

Prc^ess  reported, 

SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion  (bv  Sir  William  Lvne)  agreed 
to — 

Tlut  tbe  House  at  its  ri&ing  adjourn  until  4.30 
p.m.  this  day. 

ADJOURN  .MENT. 

Tari  FF. — Recommittals  . — Manufacture  s 

Encouragement  (Bill. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.33  a.m.]. — In  moving — 

That  the  House  do  now  adjourn,  ' 

I  wish  to  say  that  immediately  the  House 
meets  this  afternoon  a  statement  will  be 
made  as  to  the  course  of  business.  I  may 
also  obser\'e  that  several  things  have  to  fee 
done  in  regard  to  the  Tariff.  I  have  a 
list  of  corrections  whidi  lequire  to  be 
made.  They  are  merely  formal  correc- 
tions, which  are  necessary  before  it  can  be 
said  that  the  Tariff  is  complete.  I  will 
request  the  Clerks  to  let  honorable  mem- 
bers have  copies  of  the  list,  and  I  ask 
honorable  members  to  look  over  the  cor- 
rections before  this  evening.  Probably 
we  shall  be  able  to  deab  with^lijem  very 
shortly.  ^^'9'^'^^^  byViOOgie 
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Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Is  the  Treasurer 
^oing  to  propose  any  reoxnmittals  ? 

Sir  WILIJAM  LYXE.~I  say  nothing 
altout  that.  Probably  I  shall  say  some- 
thing when  the  House  meets  this  afternoon. 
In  the  meantime  I  shall  have  to  consider 
what  is  to  be  done. 

Mr.  Page. — Does  the  Treasurer  intend 
to  propose  any  recommittals  this  evening? 
If  so,  will  he  supply  us  with  a  list  of 
those  which  he  intends  to  sulxnit? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  I  can  pos- 
siblv  arrange  to  have  necessarv  alterations 
made  in  another  place  I  do  not  think  I 
shall  propose  to  recommit  any  items.  If 
I  do  TOOve  to  recommit  anv  it  must  be  on 
the  distinct  imderstanding  that  we  are  not 
to  have  a  shower  of  proposals  for  recom- 
mittals, and  so  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House  for  a  considerable  period. 

Mr.  BOWDEX  (Xepean)  [8.36  a.m.].— I 
wish  to  inform  the  Treasurer  that  T  have 
received  a  telegram  from  the  Mayor  of 
Lithgow,  with  reference  to  the  iron  works. 
T  will  read  it — - 

General  feeling  here  is  that  early  settlement 
of  bonus  question  by  Representatives  would  fa- 
cilitate settlement  of  crisis  at  iron  works. 

I  wish  to  know  whether  the  Government 
propose  to  deal  with  the  Manufactures 
Encouragement  Bill  before  we  adjourn 
over  Christmas  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [8.37  a.m.]. 
— I  wish  to  ask  a  qu^ticm,  following  on 
that  'asked  bv  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Maranoa.  It  has  relati(xi  to  the  recommit- 
tal of  items  in  the  Tariff.  I  have  asked 
that  one  item  should  Le  recommitted,  and 
I  think  that  every  honorable  member  op- 
posite will  be  with  me  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — If  we  do  not 
propose  retXKnmittais  of  our  own.  we  can- 
not be  expected  to  vote  for  those  of  honor- 
able members  opposite. 

Mr.  Johnson.  --  I  have  thirty  items 
which  I  wish  to  have  recommitted,  and  I 
shall,  propose  them  if  one  is  recommitted. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— All  that  I  desire  to 
do  is  to  rectify  an  error,  to  make  discs  for 
ploughs  and  one  or  two  other  agricultural 
implements  free  of  'iutv.  A  mistake  was 
made  but  it  can  \)e  easllv  dealt  with.  We 
need  not  wait  until  the  error  can  be  rectified 
by  the  Senate. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
House  adjourned  at  8.38  a.m.  (Thursday). 


ipouse  of  ISrprcsentattbcs. 

Thursday,  12  December^  igo/. 


-Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  4.30  p.m., 
and  read  prayers. 

MONOPOLIES  AND  TRUSTS: 
KEROSENE  DUTY. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  desire  10 
ask  the  Prime  Minister,  without  nodce, 
whether  in  view  of  the  complete  oxisoU- 
dation  of  the  many  trusts  and  financial 
combines  such  as  the  Coal  Vend,  Tobacco 
and  Sugar  Trusts,  Inter-State  Shipping 
Ring  and  other  commercial  blood-sucking 
monopolies  organized  to  plunder  the  pro- 
ducing masses,  the  Government  will,  under 
the  Customs  Smuggling  Act,  seize,  confis- 
cate, and  sell  the  products  or  property  of 
all  mtMiopolistic  combinations,  acting  in 
restraint  of  trade  while  in  transit  between 
State  and  State,  and  thus  effectively  test 
the  efficacy  of  the  anti-trust  law. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— So  far  as  I  am  aware, 
the  present  law  does  not  permit  iis  such 
bold  enterprises.  Following  the  question 
put  to  me  yesterday  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Maranoa,  I  have  received  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  the  Colonial  Oil  Com- 
pany— 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  your  remarks  in  the 
House  yesterday,  in  regard  (o  the  increase  in 
price  charfjcd  for  kerosene  cil,  on  account  of 
the  duly  of  3d.  per  gallon,  I  would  say  that  : — ^At 
the  time  we  increased  our  price,  we  promised 
our  customers  that  we  would  refund  to  them— 
provided  the  duty  were  not  r-itificd — the  excess 
of  price  which  we  charged  on  all  deliveries  from 
free  stocks.  While  we  had  plenty  of  free 
stock  at  Melbourne  and  Sydney,  our  stocks  at 
other  ports  were  small,  and  we  have  paid  over 
j^S,ooo  duty.  Our  promise  lo  our  customers 
holds  good. 

As  I  certainly  by  implicatitm  acquiesced 
in  the  statement  that  the  cwnpany  was 
charging  increased  prices,  although  it  had 
not  paid  duty,  and  since  I  had  no  know- 
ledge that  it  was  intended  to  make  any 
refund,  it  is  rally  fair  to  read  this  letter. 

STANDARD  SIZE  OF  BAGS. 

Mr.  JOHN  THOMSON— I  wish  to 
ask  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
freight  and  other  carrying  charges 
on  maize,  potatoes,  and  such  products 
frran  coastal  and  o*l»eF  -  districts  of 
New  South  WalesPi9i*eedllJtM'yw§Srged 
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at  a  rate  per  bag  of  240  lbs.,  and  that 
the  farmers  hola  considerable  quantities 
of  that  size,  he  will  postpone  action  to 
reduce  the  standard  size  of  sacks  to  200 
lbs.  capacity  until  they  have  had  an  op- 
portunity to  rearrange  such  freight  and 
carrying  charges  with  shipping  firms  and 
others  on  the  reduced  size? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  pointed 
out  to  a  deputation  which  waited 
on    me    this    morning    with  reference 

to  the  standard  size  of  bags  that  the 
only  action  which  the  Government  could 
take  was  in  relation  to  the  weight  of  bags 
for  import  and  export.  I  showed  the 
members  of  the  deputation  a  letter  fr^n 
the  Premier  of  Victoria  intimating  his  In- 
iention  to  introduce  legislation  proWding 
that  the  standard  size  of  sacks  should  be 
200  lbs.  capacity.  That  standard  has  been 
adopted  in  New  Zealand,  and  the  Common- 
wealth Government  have  also  determined 
that  the  weight  must  be  reduced.  Ample 
time  will  be  given  to  farmers  and  others  to 
make  the  necessary  arrangements,  for  there 
are  large  stocks  of  bags  in  the  country, 
and  it  is  desired  to  bring  about  the  change 
without  inflicting  any  injustice.  But  the 
one  thing  certain  is  that  the  Government 
have  determined  that  the  present  practice 
of  allowing  bags  to  be  filled  without  any 
restriction  as  to  weight  must  be  stopped, 
and  that  the  State  Government  have  inti- 
mated their  intention  of  taking  similar 
action. 

Later. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— I  beg  to  ask  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  in 
connexion  with  his  reply  to  a  deputa- 
tion concerning  an  alteration  in  the  size 
of  wheat  bags,  which  was  to  come  into 
operation  in  April  next,  whether  there 
is  any  intention  to  vary  the  determina- 
tion? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— No;  I  do 
not  propose  to  alter  the  determination.  A 
very  serious  statement  was  made  to  me  this 
morning,  to  the  effect  that  to  alter  the  size 
of  these  bags  from  240  lbs.  to  200  lbs. — 
an  alteration  which  I  am  very  strcmgly  in 
favour  of — would  involve  a  cost  of  £■]  ics. 
per  annum  to  a  farmer  having  500  bags 
of  wheat  to  ship.  I  asked  the  gentleman 
who  made  that  statement  to  let  me  have 
the  figures,  because,  so  far  as  I  can  under- 
stand, the  exp^ise  involved  in  the  altera- 
tion could  not  possibly  amount  to  anything 
of  the  kind. 
[26,] 


PIANOS:  DISCLOSURE  OF 
CUSTOMS  INFORMATION. 

Mr.  WILKS.— When  the  item  relating  to 
pianos  was  under  consideration  yesterday, 
it  was  alleged  that  information  supplied 
by  Mr.  George  Allan,  of  Messrs.  Allan  and 
Company,  in  what  had  been  made  (rfScial. 
documents  in  the  Department  of  Trade 
and  Customs,  had  been  improperly  dis- 
closed. Will  the  Minister  cause  a  search- 
ing investigation  to  be  made  to  determine 
the  cause  of  the  leakage,  If  any  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Every  in- 
quiry will  be  made. 

NEW  PROTECTION  :  SOCIALISM. 
Mr.  PALMER.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  how  far  we  are  frtxn  So- 
cialism, and  how  much  of  private  owner- 
ship will  be  left  to  manufacturers  and  pro- 
ducers if  the  scheme  of  new  protection,  as 
outlined  by  the  Government,  and  sulMnitted 
to  this  House  yesterday,  becomes  law  ? 

Mr.  Watson. — Is  that  one  of  Walpole's 
questions? 

Mr.  PALMER.— No;  it  is  a  genuine 
production. 

Mr.  DEAKIX.— In  that  respect,  at  all 
events,  private  enterprise  flourishes  here. 
Without  asking  the  honorable  member  for 
his  (kfinition  of  Socialism,  but  interpreting 
it  in  the  ordinary  fiisliion,  I  contend  that 
the  fixing  of  fair  and  reascmable  wages, 
under  equal  conditions,  and  the  assurance 
of  fair  prices,  even  if  undertaken  by  State 
action,  brings  us  no  nearer  Socialism,  In 
the  Continental  sense  of  the  word,  than  we 
have  ever  been.  The  hcmorable  monber 
will  probably  say,  "  It  is  another  form  of 
State  interference";  but  even  our  Courts 
of  law,  in  doing  justice  as  between  man 
and  man,  interfere  for  similar  purposes 
with  individual  freedicxn  on  the  authority 
of  the  State. 

GOVERNMENT  PRINTING  OFFICE: 
CASUAL  EMPLOYES. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— Will  the  Treasurer 
take  into  consideration  the  position  of 
casual  employes  in  the  Government  Print- 
ing Office  who  work  all  night  when  Par- 
liament is  sitting,  and  arrange  to  grant 
them  two  weeks'  lea^e  such  as  is  annually 
enjoyed  by  permanent  employes? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  cannot  say 
on  the  spur  of  the  moment  what  hours 
are  worked  by  casual  employes  in  the  Go- 
vernment Printing  Office;  but  I  shall  at 
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once  make  inquiries,  and  if  it  be  possible 
to  grant  them  a  holiday,  I  shall  n<^  be 
against  it 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS— CHRISTMAS 
ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— As  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter was  unable  to  give  me  definite  infor- 
mation on  die  subject  yesterday,  so  that 
hontxable  members  might  make  final 
arrangements  for  returning  to  their  homes, 
I  wish  to  ask  wTiether  he  is  yet  in  a  posi- 
tion to  make  a  definite  statement  as  to 
when  he  intends  that  the  House  shall  rise 
tor  the  Christmas  adjournment? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  Tariff  appears  to 
iiave  been  so  far  disposed  of  that  without 
being  unduly  sanguine  I  think  we  can 
count  upon  settling  it  at  the  present  sit- 
ting. After  it  is  dealt  with,  I  propose 
to  ask  honorable  members  to  take  the 
iwxt  two  measures  oa  the  paper— the  Ex- 
dse  Procedure  Bill  and  the  Manufactures 
Encouragement  Bill.  I  hope  also,  if  time 
will  permit,  to  induce  honorable  members 
to  consider  the  Senate's  amendments — 
for  that  is  all  we  have  to  do  in  connexion 
with  the  measure — in  the  Quarantine  Bill, 
in  order  that  its  new  administration 
may  be  got  under  way,  and  pressing  causes 
of  friction  removed. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  hope  the  honor- 
able E^entleman  will  not  persist  with  that. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  should  not  have  been 
inclined  to  ask  honorable  members  seriously 
to  consider  the  whole  of  these  measures 
at  this  date  were  it  not  that  in  eadt  case 
circumstances  have  arisen  outside  and  be- 
y<md  our  control  which  make  their  passage 
into  law  imperatively  necessary.  In 
the  case,  for  instance,  of  the  Excise  Pro- 
cedure Bill,  the  situati(Mj  with  which  we 
are  confronted  in  enforcing  the  measure 
now  upon  the  statute-book  is  such  that 
without  this  Bill  it  is  doubtful  if  we  can 
take  the  effective  action  called  for  at  the 
present  time.  It  deals  with  a  real  emer- 
gencv  which  can  be  met  in  a  perfectly 
legitimate  wav  by  altering  existing  pro- 
cedure, without  raising  any  nev  prin- 
ciple. In  the  ca^e  of  the  Manufactures 
Encouragement  Bill,  it  will  be  admitted 
that  the  closing  of  the  Sandford  Iron- 
works is  a  matter  of  importance,  not  mi!y 
to  New  South  Wales,  but  to  the  whole  of 
the  Commonwealth.  It  might  be  taken 
for  granted,  and  in  fact  I  have  reason  to 
know  that  the  action  taken  by  the  New 
?k>uth  Wales  Government  recently  was  to 
some  extent  affected  by  the  knowledge  that 


this  House  had  passed  the  second  reading 
of  the  Manuf^ures  Encouragement  'Bill. 
If  we  were  in  a  posititm  before  we  rise 
for  the  Christmas  adjournment  to  indicate 
to  the  country  the  form  the  bounty  would 
take,  and  the  conditions  under  which  it 
would  be  payable,  the  informaticm  might 
have  a  most  excellent  effect  in  the  direction 
of  rehabilitating  this  great  enterprise. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  cannot  be  finally 
settled  in  the  absence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— That  is  so;  but  there 
would  be,  at  all  events,  an  indication  of 
the  feeling  of  this  House  which  would  go 
a  long  way  in  the  direction  I  have  stated. 

Mr.  Watson. — There  would  be  still 
room  for  a  pood  deal  of  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  details,  even  though  the  prin- 
ciple should  be  aaxpted. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— There  are  differences 
as  to  details.  In  regard  to  the  Quarantine 
Bin,  honorable  members  familiar  with  the 
papers  know  that  complaints  have  been  ex- 
changed between  New  South  Wales. 
Western  Australia,  and  Tasmania  on  mat- 
ters connected  with  quarantine.  iTiis 
makes  the  passage  of  the  measure  urgoit, 
because  it  will  be  some  months  after  the 
passing  of  the  Quarantine  Bill  into  lav 
before  it  can  become  operative. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  hope  the  Prime 
Minister  will  not  persist  with  it. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— At  this  stage  I  must 
bow  to  the  will  of  the  House,  but  it  does 
appear  to  me  that  we  ought  to  deal  with 
the  Quarantine  Bill. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Will  the  honorable 
gentleman  say  when  he  hopes  to  adjourn 
the  House  for  the  Christmas  adjournment  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Though  the  hope  is 
somewhat  weaker  than  it  was,  I  still  think 
we  might  manage  to  adjourn  on  'Saturday ; 
but  there  must  be  sacrifices  on  the  part  of 
individual  members  if  we  are  to  do  so. 
The  practically  unlimited  freedom  which 
every  honorable  members  enjoys,  and  exer- 
cises according  to  his  own  conscience, 
renders  it  possible  for  a  few  occupying 
time  legitimately  to  prolwig  the  sittings 
unduly.  It  is  only  bv  honorable  members 
refraining  from  the  full  exercise  of  their 
privileges  that  we  can  conclude  on  Satu: 
day.  I  hope,  with  their  co-operation,  that 
we'  shall  be  able  to  close  in  time  for  the 
Saturday  trains. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  should  like  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister,  in  reference  to  the 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  to  which 
he  has  just  referred,  whether  he  is  aware 
that  there  is  a  clause  in  the  contract  be- 
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tween  the  New  South  Wales  State  Gm-em- 
ment  and  Mr.  Sandford  that  any  bounty 
paid  in  connexion  with  the  industry  shall 
rje  paid  over  to  the  State  Government  of 
New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  is  in  respect  csily 
of  Government  COTtracts. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  understand  that  is 
so  with  respect  to  Government  contracts ; 
hut  if  the  honorahlt-  mcml*T  sees  anv  ob- 
jection to  the  provision,  then*  will  l*e  a 
proper  time  to  point  it  out. 

SYDNEY  GEXERAI.  POST  OFFICE: 
OVERTIME. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.-  -I  wish  to  ask  the 
Posbnaster-General,  without  notice*  whe- 
ther he  is  now  in  a  position  to  give  the 
House  any  information,  in  accordance  with 
the  promise  he  made  a  few  months  ago, 
with  regard  to  the  alleged  working  of  over- 
time in  the  Sydney  General  Post  Office? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — I  am  not  at  preset  in 
a  position  to  give  the  honorable  member  the 
information  referred  to.  The  return  called 
for  involves  a  very  large  amount  of  work. 
I  have  issued  an  order  that  on  no  account, 
except  in  connexion  with  specially  urgent 
workf  is  overtime  to  be  worked. 

TELEPHONE  LINE:  SYDNEY  AND 
MELBOURNE. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL  asked  the  Post- 
master-General, upon  notice — 

WhetheT  it  is  true  that  the  telephone  line  be- 
tween Melbourne  and  Sydney  is  not  earning 
woTkiog  expenses  and  interest  on  the  cost  of  con- 
strnction;  and,  if  so,  bow  came  the  work  to  be 
undertaken  wttbout  Ae  usual  guarantee  for  a*> 
bumedly  non-paying  lines  being  insisted  upon? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  answer  to  the 
honorable  member's  question  is  as  fol- 
lows— 

No.  The  telephone  line  in  question,  which 
has  only  been  opened  for  a  period  of  five 
months,  has  so  far — allowing  for  its  use  as  a 
telegraph  line — paid  at  the  rate  of  over  p  per 
cent,  on  the  cost  of  construction,  and  there  is 
every  prospect  that  by  the  end  of  the  twelve 
months,  it  will  have  paid  not  only  working  ex- 
penses and  interest  on  cost  of  construction,  but 
niso  cost  of  maintenance  and  sinking  fund.  No 
guarantee  was  asked  for,  iKcause  it  was  esti- 
mated that  the  revenue  would  more  than  equal 
the  amount  usually  required.  No  guarantee  is 
ever  asked  under  such  circumstances. 

EXCISE  TARIFF  (AGRICULTURAL 
MACHINERY)  ACT. 
Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY  asked  the  Min- 
ister of  Trade  and  Cust(»ns,  upon  notice— 

r.  Has  he  seen  the  judgment  of  Mr.  Justice 
Higgins.  in  Bagsbaw's  case,  in  which  the  Judge 

[261] — 2 


commented  upon  the  absence  of  the  Common- 
wealth in  McKay's  apnlication  as  showing  no 
desire  to  protect  the  revenue,  and  leaving  the 
Unions  to  bear  the  expense  of  proving  that  they 
■were  not  paid  fair  and  reasonable  wages? 

2.  What  was  the  reason  for  the  Government 
not  appearing  in  McKav's  case? 

3.  Who  was  responsible  for  such  non-appear- 
ance ? 

4.  Has  the  Government  <letermined  what  its 
future  attitude  .and  policy  is  as  regards  simitar 
applications  to  the  Excise  Court  in  connexion 
with  Excise  duty  on  harvesters  and  other  agri- 
cultural machinery? 

5.  Has  the  Government  determined  whether 
it  is  tta  duty  to  protect  the  revenue  or  to  obtain 
fair  and  reasonable  wa?es  for  the  men? 

6.  If  the  Govcmment  hai  failed  in  its  duty  in 
regard  to  McKay's  case,  will  U  take  steps  to'  re- 
pair any  miscarriage  of  joslice  caused  throuj^lt 
its  failure  ? 

7.  Did  the  Minii^tcr  observe  the  statement  of 
the  counsel  for  the  Commonwealth  that  the  Go- 
vernment was  not  able  to  obtain  the  evidence, 
as  the  Unions  did,  as  to  what  were  fair  and 
reasonable  wages,  and  seeing  the  Unions  were 
successful  in  proving  the  Government's  rieht  to 
Excise,  will  the  Goveinmeot  indenmify  Unions 
against  the  e\]>ense  tber  were  so  put  to  through 
the  admitted  inability  of  the  Government  to 
prove  the  facts? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.— In  reply  to 
the  honorable  member's  questions,  I  beg 
to  state — 

I.  Yes. 

2  and  3.  It  was  not  considered  that  the  ('O^ 
verument  had  any  power  to  intervene. 

4.  The  Government  will  be  guided  by  its  legal 
advisers  as  to  the  proper  course  to  be  taken. 

The  objcit  of  the  (Jovemment  is  to  otAain 
r.Lir  and  reasuii;d)le  wages  for  the  men? 

6.  If  the  Go%-emment  had  failed  it  would  have 
at  once  repaired  the  omission. 

7.  The  Government  nroposes  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  vircumiEitauccs  referred  to. 

ALLEGED  MANURES  COMBINE. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL  asked  the  Prime 
Minister,  ufon  notice — 

t.  Whether  it  is  true,  as  alleged,  that  the 
manufacturers  and  imoorters  of  manures  have 
formed  a  combine  with  a  view  to  stiBe  cOmi>eti- 
tion  and  raise  j>rices  to  the  farmers? 

3.  Is  he  aware,  that  since  such  combine  lias 
come  info  existence  the  price  of  superphosphates 
has  been  increased  by  seven  shillings  a  ton,  and 
that  the  said  superphosphates  contain  2  per  cent, 
less  water  soluble  phosphoric  acid  than  for- 
merly ;  also,  that  the  combine  has  raised  the  in- 
terest on  promissory  notes  due  by  t  per  cent.? 

^.  As  a  manure  combine  is  preiudicial  to  the 
best  interests  of  (he  farmers  and  gardeners  of 
the  Commonwealth,  will  the  I'rime  Minister  use 
whatever  constitiiti<iii;iI  nu  ins  lie  may  havp  to 
present  unfair  tradinj;  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
bine y 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  have,  so  far,  been 
unable  to  obtain  tiny  information  on  this 
head,  but  inquiries  will  be  msL^e.  If 
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the  state  of  sffairs  to  which  the  honorable 
member  has  called  attention  is  found  to 
exist,  the  Government  will  endeavour  to 
see  whether  the  facts  justify  them  in- 
taking  acticxi. 

STRIPPER  HARVESTERS. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— On  Thurs- 
day last  the  honorable  member  for  Calare 
asked  me  the  following  questions — 

t.  How  many  StiipfKT  Harvesters  have  been 
Imported  ints  the  Ccmmonwcilth  between  the  ist 


State. 

New  South  Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South  Australia 
Western  Aastralia 
Tasmania 


Imported. 


January  and  30th  Nove'nbcr,  1907,  and  what 
was  the  value  of  the  same? 

2.  How  manv  Stripper  Harvesters  have  been 
e\{>orlcd  from  the  Commonwealth  during  the 
same  period,  and  what  was  the  value  of  the 
sume? 

How  many  Stripper  Harrerters  have  been 
manufactured  in  the  Commonwealth  between  ist 
January  and  jolh  November,  1907? 

I  pr(»nised  to  reply  as  soon  as  the  in- 
formation asked  for  was  obtained.    I  am 

now  in  a  position  to  supply  the  following 
information  in  answer  to  the  honorable 
member's  questions:  — 


No. 
366 
aot 


Value. 

i5.orS 
8.659 

8oq 


Exported. 
No.  Value. 

100    ...  6,47'! 

7S 


Manufactured. 
No.  Value. 
Not  ascertainable, 
do. 


t53 


Information  not  to  band. 
No  mannTncture  and  none  imported  or  exported. 


8m75 


PAPER. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  laid  upon 
the  table  the  following  paper — 

Rabbit  Destruction. — Dr.  Danysz's  experiments. 
Third  report  on  experiments  made  with  the 
Danysz  virus  for  the  destruction  of  rabbits — by 
Dr.  E.  Angas  Johnson,  and  W.  J.  P.  Giddings, 
honorary  Commissioners  for  the  South  Austra- 
lian Government. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 

TARIFF, 

/ff  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
(Ccxisideration  resumed  from  nth  De- 
cember, vide  page  7413): 

Postponed  item  42^  as  amended).  Articles 
imported  or  purchased  in  bond  for  the  officin] 
use  of  the  Govemor-(  teneral  and  declared  as  be. 
ing  for  such  official  use — Free. 

A.  Articles  imported  or  purchased  in  bond  for 
the  official  use  of  the  State  Governors,  and  de- 
clared as  being  for  such  official  use,  on  and  after 
i2th  December,  iqo;^ — Free. 

Upon  which  Mr.  Batchelor  had  moved 

by  way  of  amendment — 

That  the  following  new  paragraph  be  added — 
"b.    Articles  imported  or  purchased  in  bond 
for  the  official  use  of  the  Lieutenant-Governors, 
and  declared  as  being  for  such  official  use,  on 
ind  after  lath  December,  i(»o7 — Free." 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [4.48]. 
— When,  a  few  hours  earlier  to-day,  I 
moved  my  amendment  upon  the  Treasurer's 
proposal,  my  object  was  that  we  should 
either  extend  the  freedom  from  taxaticHi 
proposed  to  be  conferred  on  the  Governors 
of  the  States  somewhat  further  down  the 
social  scale,  or  else  draw  the  line  at  the 
Governor-General  of  the  Ccmmonwealth. 
I  do  not  wish  to  discuss  the  matter  at  any 
length,  but,  whatever  reasons  there  are,  if 
There  be  any  good  reasons  at  all,  for  free- 


ing the  Governors  of  the  States  from  Cus- 
toms taxation,  must  apply  with  equal  force 
to  Lieutenant-Governors.  The  question 
as  to  where  we  should  draw  the  line  be- 
icmes  very  difficult  to  answer  if  we  once 
depart  from  the  principle  that  it  should 
be  drawn  at  the  King's  representative  in  the 
Commonwealth  —  the  Governor-General. 
Our  supply  is  granted  to  His  Majesty,  and 
it  would  be  a  contradiction  for  the  King 
to  be  taxed,  because  all  the  taxes  are  paid 
by  the  people  to  the  King.  Still,  that 
power  should  not  be  delegated  to  all  His 
Majesty's  representatives  in  every  case.  If 
we  grant  that  we  cannot  tax  the  King,  it 
follows  that  we  should  not  tax  the  King's 
representative,  who,  so  far  as  the  Common- 
wealth is  concerned,  is  the  Gowrnor-Gene- 
ral.  The  States  are  sovereign,  but  only  in 
their  own  spheres.  They  have  no  sovereign 
rights  so  far  as  the  Commonwealth  is  con- 
cerned. Ctistoms  taxation  is  exclusively  a 
Commonwealth  matter,  with  regard  lo 
which  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  States  have 
any  powers.  Therefore,  the  better  plan  in 
these  matters  is  to  allow  the  representative 
of  the  King,  in  Cwnmonwealth  legislation. 
10  stand  in  the  same  position  as  the  King, 
and  then  stop  there.  Once  we  go  beyond 
him  and  bring  in  the  Governors  of  the 
States,  there  is  absolutely  no  halting  place, 
and  we  must  go  still  further  and  grant  the 
I-ietitenant-Govemors  freedom  from  Com- 
monwealth taxation.  We  should  also  have 
to  exempt  all  representatives  of  the  King 
acting  in  any  small  \oc&\  capacity.  Per- 
haps that  can  hardly  be  said  to  apply  to 
the  mavor  of  a  munici^j^)(Qi|rho  repre- 
sents the  citizens,  nor  to  a  roemBer  of  Par- 
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liament,  who  represents  the  people  of  his 
constituency.  But  all  perstms  appointed  by 
the  King  to  act  as  his  representative  in  any 
capacit\ ,  and  to  whom  he  delegates  his 
authority,  are  equally  entitled  with  the 
Governors  of  the  States  to  this  privilege, 
once  we  go  past  the  Governor-General.  As 
we  go  down  the  scale,  we  find  that  the 
King's  authority  is,  in  a  manner,  delegated 
to  the  policeman.  It  would  therefore  be 
better  to  limit  this  freedom  from  taxa- 
tion to  the  representative  of  the  King  in 
the  Commonwealth — the  Governor-General. 
I  understand  that  the  Prime  Minister  pro- 
poses to  address  the  Committee, 

Mr.  Deakin. — To  address  the  hawrable 
member. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  shall  be  most 
happy  to  hear  the  honorable  gentleman. 

Mr.  DEAKIX  fBallarat— Minister  of 
External  Affairs-)  [4.58]. — Although  the 
honorable  member  for  Boothby  is  i)erfectly 
entitled,  if  he  so  chooses,  to  take  the  line 
of  argument  and  precedent  which  he  has 
adopted,  or  to  argue  that  an  inconsistency 
can  be  discovered  in  this  proposal  or  de- 
velop his  theory  of  the  position  which  the 
Governors  hold,  the  reason  why  I,  for  one, 
am  anxious  that  this  should  be  acreded  to 
is  that  this  act  will  be  accepted  in  the 
States,  and  by  those  affected,  as  an  act  of 
courtesy  and  civility  cm  the  part  of  the 
Commonwealth.  I  put  it,  so  far  As  I  am 
concerned,  on  no  wider  ground  than  that 
cm  this  occasion. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Whv  did  not  the  Go- 
vemni«it  propose  it.  instead  of  leaving  it 
to  a  private  member? 

Mr.  DEAKIX. — Because  the  former 
exemption  seems  to  have  been  struck 
out  of  this  list  of  exemptions  under 
the  direction  of  a  previous  Minister  in 
some  other  relation,  and,  so  far  as  I 
know,  its  absence  was  not  noticed  until 
the  Tariff  was  on  the  table.  However, 
it  represents  an  inconsiderable  sum ;  and  I 
have  found  when  travelling  through  the 
States  that  it  is  regarded  as  a  significant 
indicati<xi  of  the  attitude  of  the  Common- 
wealth Parliament  towards  the  States 
through  their  diief  (^ficers.  It  was  an  act 
of  courtesy  which,  not  having  been  abused, 
there  is  no  reason  to  withdraw.  Whv  should 
we  pay  the  Governors  less  consideration 
than  has  been  the  custom  in  the  past  ? 

Mr.  Fisher. — A  kind  of  Christmas 
box! 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — As  the  honorable  mem- 
ber hr.ppily  says,  it  would,  in  present  cir- 
cumstances, be  an  appropriate  Christmas 


box.  That  is  the  ground  on  which  I  am 
happy  to  take  this  opportunity  of  putting 
my  view.  This  will  be  a  graceful  act  of 
courtesy  to  the  gentlemen  affected,  and  does 
not  necessarily  raise  important  questi&is 
appropriate  if  it  had  a  wider  bearing. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertsoo) 
[5.2]. — I  suppose  this  is  a  matter  we  are 
not  supposed  to  discuss  at  any  great 
length;  but  it  seems  to  me  very  pro^ 
thct,  if  the  Governor-General  is  to  receive 
all  his  requirements  through  the  Customs 
duty  free,  the  same  privilege  should  be 
extended  to  the  Governors  of  the  States. 
However,  my  chief  purpose  in  rising  is  to 
suggest  that  the  Government  representatives 
in  such  places  as  Port  Darwin,  and  In 
Papua,  who  have  to  dispense  a  good  deal 
of  hospitality,  should  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  as  Lieutenant-Governors.  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  the  Prime 
Minister  approves  of  the  suggestion. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [5.3]— I  do  not 
know  the  temper  of  the  CcMnmittee,  but  I 
am  altogether  opposed  to  this  item;  and, 
in  my  opinion,  the  offer  of  a  concession  of 
the  kind  amounts  almost  to  an  insult.  I 
know  we  are  not  supposed  to  discuss  the 
Governor- General,  and  I  do  not  propose 
to  discuss  him  as  an  individual,  but  to 
confine  my  remarks  to  the  <^ce  he  holds. 
I  have  arrived  at  that  stage  of  life  when 
I  have  ceased  to  beliei-e  in  foolish  com- 
plimentary language  to  gentlemen  who 
occupy  positions  of  the  kind.  The  Go- 
vernor-General has  a  certain  allowance, 
and  if  it  be  not  sufficicDt,  after  the  proper 
tribute  to  the  CustcHns  has  been  paid,  let 
it  be  made  larger.  The  present  Governw- 
General,  I  understand,  takes  a  kindly  in- 
terest in  Australian  manufactures,  and  is 
endeavouring  to  set  the  fashion  in  regard 
to  the  use  of  them;  and  what  I  now  say 
must  not  be  constri^d  into  an  attack  upon 
him  personally.  If  we  call  ourselves  a 
democracy  we  should  see  that  every  citizen 
contributes  fairly  to  the  Customs.  Why 
this  exemption?  Is  it  to  enable  the  Go- 
vemor-G«ieral  and  Governors  to  obtain 
more  cheaply  champagne  and  other  neces- 
saries of  their  (^Scial  funcfions?  And, 
by  the  way,  I  hold  that  the  Governor- 
General  and  the  Gwernment  should  not 
be  called  upon  to  give  those  enter- 
tainments. I  know  that  we  are  not  sup- 
posed to  discuss  these  questions ;  but  I 
see  in  the  Governor -General  no  more  than 
I  do  in  anv  other  public  official.  I  have 
not  reached  that  stage  of  personal  idolntry 
when  I  feel  constrained  to  worship  ttw» 
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Governor-General,  or  any  other  member  of 
the  community ;  and  I  shall  be  pleased  to 
see  the  Cwnmittee  strike  out  the  item. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [5.6].. 
— i  am  rather  surprised  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  agree  to  any  differentiation  in 
the  case  of  the  Governor-General,  the  Go- 
vernor of  a  State,  or  any  other  citizen.  We 
ought  to  see  that  those  who  are  placed  in 
responsible  offices  are  paid  sufficient  salary 
to  cover  all  charges.  I  intend  to  submit  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  WiLKS.— Vote  against  the  item. 

Mr.  HUTGHISOX.— No;  the  present 
Governor-General  and  the  States  Gover- 
nors have  been  brought  here  under  an 
agreranent  to  receive  certain  salaries  and 
have  the  goods  imported  for  th«r  own  use 
admitted  duty  free.  I  am  willing  to  respect 
that  contract,  though  I  feel  that  an  ar- 
rangement of  the  kind  leaves  the  door  open 
to  all  kinds  of  abuse.  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  the  Governor-General  or  the  Go- 
vernor of  any  State  would  wilfully  abuse 
such  a  concession ;  but  the  difficulty  is  that 
some  Governor,  coming  from  the  free-trade 
Old  Land,  might  have  a  very  difl"erent  idea 
frCKn  ourselves  as  to  what  ought  to  be 
brought  in  free.  As  I  say,  I  would  respect 
present  ccmtracts,  but  provide  for  a  dif- 
ferent arrangement  in  the  future.  If  the 
salary  of  a  GovemcH'  is  not  suffidoit  to 
cover  all  his  expenses,  it  ought  to  be  in- 
creased ;  but  I  hope  the  time  is  coming 
when  we  shall  have  no  imported  State  Go- 
vernors, because  I  see  no  reastm  why  we 
should.  My  amendment  will  seek  to  re- 
strict the  exemption  to  the  present  Go- 
vernor-General and  Governors  of  the 
States,  placing  all  future  Governor-Gene- 
rals and  Governors  on  the  same  footing  as 
ordinary  citizens,  so  far  as  the  Customs  is 
concerned. 

Mr.  Page. — That  was  passed  this  morn- 
ing ;  the  proposal  bef(»:e  us  dsa\%  'with  the 
Lieutenant-Governors. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— That  makes  the 
positiffli  all  the  worse.  If  there  is  any  justi- 
fication for  permitting  the  goods  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Governors to  come  in  fiee,  there  is 
equal  justification  for  extending  the  prin- 
lege  to  the  members  of  His  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, the  members  of  His  Majesty  's 
OppiMilioit,  and  so  on,  right  down  the  scale 
to  policemen.  The  position  is  absurd. 
We  in  Australia  ought  to  see  that,  in  re- 
gard to  taxation,  every  citizen,  from  the 
highest  to  tlie  lowest,  is  placed  on  exactly 
the  same  footing. 


Mr.  WiLKS. — I  do  not  think  that  the 
Governor-General  or  any  of  the  Governors 
thank  us  for  the  exemption,  but  rather  that 
they  may  regard  it  as  an  insult. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  agree  with  the 
honorable  member.  The  representatives  of 
His  Majesty  are  well  paid;  and  I  am  sure 
that  if  the  question  were  put  to  th^,  it 
would  be  found  that  they  had  no  desire  for 
any  exemption  of  the  kind.    I  move — 

Thiit  the  ameadment  be  aDieaded  by  adding 
the  words — "  This  exempiion  from  paymmt  oi 
duty  shall  not  apply  to  any  Governor-General, 
State  Governor,  or  LieDten.int- Governor  ap- 
l>ointed  after  latb  December,  1907," 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [5.,o].— I  think 
that  the  Governors  of  the  States  occupy 
an  entirely  different  position  from  cnher 
public  oHicials  who  have  been  mentioned, 
inasmuch  as  within  a  limited  period  they 
take  away  whatever  they  mav  bring  with 
them.  They  are  here  simply  as  visitcH^, 
and  cannot  be  regarded  as  citizens  of  the 
Commonwealth  in  the  ordinary  acceptation 
of  the  term. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — All  visitors  pay  Customs 
taxaticxi  whilst  they  remain  I^e. 

Mr.  KNOX.— Exactly.  But  tbev  come 
here  for  their  own  pleasure ;  whereas  the 
several  Governors  come  as  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Crown.  I  am  very  glad  that 
the  Government  have  agreed  not  to  make 
any  invidious  distincticMi  between  the  posi- 
tiwi  occupied  by  the  Goiemw-General 
and  that  occupied  by  the  Governors  of  the 
States,  and  trust  that  the  amoidment  will 
not  be  pressed.  The  condition  sought  to 
be  imposed  upwi  the  representatives  of 
the  Crown  is  twe  which  does  not  obtain  in 
any  other  part  of  the  British  dominions. 

Question — That  the  wcMrds  proposed  to 
be  added  be  so  added  (Mr.  Hutchison's 
amendment) — put.  The  Committee  divitfefl- 

Ayes      ...  ...  ...  19 

Noes     ...   35 


Majority 


Hamford,  F.  W. 
Uatchclor,  E.  L. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Crouch,  K.  A. 
loster,  F.  J. 
Glyna,  1*.  McM. 
Mnhon,  H. 
Maloncy,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  1. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 


16 


Ayes. 


O'Mallcy,  King 

Page,  J. 

l*o>nton,  A. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Wilks,  W.  H 
Wiic,  G.  H. 

Tcllert: 

Fnier,  C.  E.HC 

Hutchison, 
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Nou. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Bowden,  £.  K. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Ckapmao,  Austto 
Cook,  Joseph 

COOD,  J. 

De.ikin,  A. 
Kdwards.  R. 
Kuins,  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Oroom,  L.  E, 
Harper,  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Trvine,  Hans 
Irvine,  W.  H. 


Fowler,  J.  M. 
"Watkins,  D. 

Cirr,  K.  S. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Sjiencc,  \V.  G. 


Johnson,  W.  E. 
Knox,  W. 
Livingston,  ]. 
I.yne,  Sir  William 
Mauger,  S. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Sumpson,  S. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Slorrer,  D. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Webster.  W. 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson.  J.  G. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Thornton,  John 


Fins. 


Smith,  Bruce 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Watson.  J.  C. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  of  the  amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  Salmon. — With  your  permission, 
sir,  and  that  of  the  Committee,  I  desire  to 
make  an  ^planation  with  regard  to  the  last 
vote  which  was  taken.  I  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  question  then  befoze  the 
chair  was  the  i»oposal  of  the  hontffable 
member  for  Boothby  to  include  Lieutenant- 
Oovemora  in  the  item,  and  I  voted  accord- 
ingly. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [5.20].— 
The  Prime  Minister  has  put  it  to  us  that 
it  is  a  matter  of  grace  to  make  this  con- 
cession. It  has  also  been  said  by  (me  or  two 
honorable  members  that  a  matter  of  State 
rights  is  involved.  But  it  appears  to  me  that 
whatever  issue  is  involved,  certainly  Slate 
rights  are  not  in  any  way  affected.  No  one  can 
contefid  that  the  States  have  an;  sort  of 
right  to  demand  that  their  Governors  shall 
be  enabled  to  import  goods  duty  free.  Cus- 
tcxns  taxation  is  exclusively  a  subject  for 
control  by  this  Parliament.  It  has  noth- 
ing whatever  to  do  with  the  States.  I  am 
informed  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Laanecoorie,  who  was  wioe  Commissioner 
of  Customs  in  Victoria,  that  in  this  State 
the  Governor  has  always  had  to  pay  Cus- 
toms taxation  on  imported  goods,  just  the 
same  as  any  other  citizen. 

Mr.  Salmon.  —  The  first  Governor- 
General  of  the  Commonwealth,  when  he  ar- 
rived, was  charged  duty  cm  his  wines  and 
other  imports. 


Mr.  BATCHELOR— Yes ;  I  believe 
that  Lord  Linlithgow — the  Earl  of  Hope- 
toun,  as  he  then  was — had  to  pay  duty  on 
the  taxable  goods  that  be  iNxnight  in.  It  is 
really  a  pity  that  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Hindmarsh  was  not 
carried,  so  that  we  might  have  laid  down 
once  and  for  all  the  principle  that  this 
exemption  should  apply  only  to  the  present 
representatives  of  His  Majesty,  and  not  to 
their  successors.  We  certainly  ought  not 
to  go  further  than  that.  In  fact,  I  do 
not  know  that  we  need  even  go  so  far. 

Mr.  Glynn. — I  do  not  think  the  con- 
cession ought  to  be  made  to  any  one. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  agree  with  the 
hmorable  member.  We  should  pay  ade- 
quate salaries,  and  not  try  to  "  make  it 
up "  in  a  piecemeal  or  sub  rasa  fashion. 
The  salary  paid  should  be  the  beginning 
and  end  of  the  Governor-General  s  and 
of  the  State  Governors'  emoluments. 
The  Prime  Minister,  however,  puts  it 
that  this  is  a  concession  to  the  Slates 
which  may  allay  scwne  sort  of  fric- 
tion. I  do  not  think  there  could  be  any 
friction  over  a  matter  like  this.  Certainly 
there  ought  not  to  be.  If  there  is  likely 
to  be  any  friction  over  such  an  absurd 
thing  it  cannot  be  allayed  by  making  little 
concesacHis.  The  amount  inv(dved  is 
merely  a  bagatelle.  The  States  can,  if 
they  desire  that  their  Governors  shall  not 
pay  Customs  duties,  repav  to  than  the 
amounts  collected  bv  the  Customs.  But 
the  principle  should  be  laid  down  that  no 
one  should  be  allowed  to  bring  goods  into 
this  country  for  personal  use,  or  for  any 
other  purpose,  except  after  paying  the 
duties  which  this  Parliament  has  imposed. 
Whatever  reasons  there  are  for  requiring 
Bill  Jones  or  Tom  Smith  to  pay  duties  on 
goods  which  they  import  are  equally  ap- 
plicable to  the  Governor-General  and  to 
States  Governors.  There  ought  to  be  no 
exception.  However,  as  the  Oxnmittee 
was  not  disposed  to  support  our  contrition, 
it  is  of  no  use  for  me  to  diallenge  a  divi- 
sion on  the  question  of  the  additi<m  of 
Lieutenant-Governors. 

Mr.  Frazer. — If  we  exempt  the  goods 
of  Governors,  why  not  of  Lieutenant- 
Governors  also? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.-— I  assume  that  the 
Committee  is  determined  not  to  ext«id  the 
privilege  to  the  Lieutenant  -  Governors. 
Therefore  I  ask  leave  to  withdraw  my 
amendment. 

Amendment,  l^a'liliiy^.Spn 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
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Postponed  item  424.  Articles  imported  hj  or 
being  the  property  of  the  Commonwealth,  free. 

Amendment  (by  Colonel  Foxton)  pro- 
posed— 

That  after  the  word  "  Commonwealth,"  the 
words  "or  of  a  State  and  imported  for  use  in 
the  Public  Works  or  in  the  Public  Service  of 
such  State." 

Sir  JOHN  QUrCK  (Bendigo)  [5-29]-— 
I  hoDe  that  this  proposed  addition  to  the 
item  will  not  be  accepted.  I  think  it 
would  lead  to  very  serious  consequences 
indeed — probably  consequences  not  in- 
tended or  contemplated  by  the  honorable 
member  who  has  submitted  the  amend- 
ment. The  Committee  might  fairly  leave 
this  question  of  the  taxation  of  State  pro- 
perty to  the  law  as  embodied  in  the  Con- 
stitution, and  as  it  will  no  doubt  shortly 
receive  the  interpretation  of  the  hishest 
Court  recognised  in  such  matters  by  the 
Commonwealth.  The  law  upon  the  subject 
is  contained  in  section  114  of  the  Consti- 
tution, which  says  that  the  Cranmonwealth 
shall  not  impose — 

anv  lax  on  property  of  any  kind  belonging  to  a 

State. 

On  the  face  of  it,  of  course,  the  provision 
is  fairly  liberal  and  comprehensive  in  the 
direction  of  freedom  and  the  exemption  of 
State  property  of  all  kinds  and  descrip- 
tions from  Federal  taxation. 

Mr.  Watson. — Probably  it  means  real 
property,  all  the  same. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— At  one  time  I  was 
iniclined  to  give  it  a  \<erv  wide  interpretation, 
viz.,  that  it  might  cover  property  of  every, 
description,  including  landed  estate,  as 
well  as  goods  and  chattels.  I  was  then 
itKlined  to  think  that  that  was  the  real 
intention  and  most  reasonable  interpreta- 
tion of  the  provision,  but  I  have  seen  rea- 
son to  reconsider  my  opinion.  I  consider 
that  in  dealing  with  an  instrument  of  go- 
vernment, such  as  a  Constitution,  we  ought 
to  be  verv  careful  as  to  the  canon  of  in- 
terpretation and  construction,  and  that,  if 
we  see  two  pos<iibIe  meanings  or  construc- 
tions of  a  provision,  we  ought  to  accept, 
and  I  believe  that  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  Ccmimon wealth,  in  the  same  way  as  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  would 
adopt  and  accept  such  an  interpretation 
and  consiruction  of  a  Federal  instrimient 
as  would  be  most  workable,  consistent  with 
its  preservation.  And  if  there  was  an  inter- 
pretation which  might  lead  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  system  of  government,  I  think 
that  the  Court  of  final  jurisdiction  would 
hesitate  before  it  accepted  the  interpreta- 


tim.  I  firmly  believe,  as  the  result  of 
calm  and  prolonged  consideration,  that  if 

the  word  "property"  in  section  114  of 
our  Constitution  received  the  widest  pos- 
sible meaning  and  interpretation,  and  that 
it  included  State  imports,  that  interpreta- 
tion might,  in  the  end,  lead  to  the  break- 
down of  our  system  of  Custtans  and  Excise 
revenue.  It  might  lead  to  a  most  un- 
expected and  disastrous  result,  which  the 
friends  of  the  Constitution  and  the  Com- 
monwealth would  not  hope  to  see,  and 
which  they  would  most  earnestly  pray 
should  be  av^ted.  If  the  view  were  ac- 
cepted that  all  goods  and  chattels  imported 
by  a  State  Government  were  by  the  term 

"  property  "  exempted  from  taxati(m  

Mr.  Watson. — What  would  be  the 
limit? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.  —  "Property." 
widely  construed,  means  real  and  personal 
estate,  as  well  as  goods  and  chattels. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  might  include  chat- 
tels. There  is  no  limit  to  which  a  State 
might  not  go. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Xo. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^A  State  might  supersede 
private  imports. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Quite  so.  A 
State  might  launch  into  all  kinds  of  enter- 
prise's, and  become  the  sole  importer  of 
goods  and  chattels,  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
posing of  them  to  private  customers  and 
taxpayers.  ' 

Mr.  Watson. — In  that  way  it  would. get 
indirectly  the  Customs  revenue. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— In  that  way  it 
would  kill  the  source  of  revenue  from  Cus- 
ttxns  and  Excise  ocmtemplated  by  the 
Federal  law.  At  the  same  time,  if  we  reach 
a  stage  for  the  federalization  of  all  revenue 
frcMii  Custcuns  and  Excise,  a  State  which 
went  in  for  wholesale  importation  might 
escape  Customs  and  Excise  duties,  and  at 
the  same  time  would  also  claim  to 
share  in  the  distribution  of  the  re- 
venue from  the  Customs  and  Excise 
duties  paid  by  the  people  of  other  States. 
That  is  an  interpretation  which  no  friend 
of  the  Constitution  ever  ccmtemplated. 
I  do  not  believe  that  any  reasonable  inter- 
pretation would  lead  to  that  result  At 
any  rate,  I  should  firmly  hope  not.  But 
the  hmorable  member  for  Brisbane  b  not 
content  with  leaving  to  the  High  Court  the- 
construction  of  the  word  "  property,"  in 
section  1 14.  He  wants  express  Federal 
legislation  to  grant  absolute  immunity 
to  the  State  Governments  to  import 
goods  and  chattels  fot  the  use  of  State 
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D^artments.  That  is  a  most  dan- 
gerous provisi<m  to  introduce.  It  will 
Tend  fotce  and  sanction  to  the  view  that 
all  State  imports  ought  to  be  free.  I  cer- 
tainly think  it  would  be  very  unfair  to  the 
Commonwealth,  and  also  to  the  several 
States  which  did  not  launch  into  such  vast 
schemes  and  enterprises,  if  such  exemp- 
tion from  duty  were  granted.  I  hope  that 
the  Committee  will  make  short  work  of 
the  amendment  by  summarily  rejecting  it. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [5.35]-— There  is 
no  doubt  that  the  honorable  member  few 
Brisbane  has  raised  a  very  difficult  ques- 
tion; at  least,  I  feel  it  s«newhat  difficult 
to  say,  with  any  emphasis,  what  ought  to 
be  done.  But,  on  the  whole,  I  think  that 
we  ought  to  exempt  State  imports  until 
we  abolish  the  principle  of  crediting  the 
Customs  revenue  to  the  States  in  which  im- 
ported goods  are  consumed.  As  long  as 
we  do  not  alter  that  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution, there  is  no  danger,  so  far  as  I 
can  see,  of  the  abuse  of  this  exemption  by 
a  State,  for  the  simple  reason  that  it  would 
T  e  simnly  getting  its  own  revenue  to  the  ex- 
tent of  three-fourths.  No  State  would  be- 
rnme  such  a  large  importer  of  goods  as  to 
destroy  the  whole  fiscal  system,  and  the 
Apportionment  of  revenue  from  Customs 
nnd  Excise  duties  fairly  throughout  the 
Commonwealth, 

Mr.  Hedges. — Suppose  that  they  went 
in  for  Socialism? 

Mr.  GLYNN. — As  Iwip  as  by  doing 
thr.t  it  is  diminishing  the  Custwns  revenue 
which  has  to  be  paid  back  under  the  Con- 
stitution  

Mr.  Watson. — That  provision  can  ex- 
pire in  a  very  short  time. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— When  we  do  abolish 
that  provision  under  which  the  Common- 
wealth credits  a  State  with  the  duties  paid 
on  articles  consumed  therein,  we  can  pro- 
vide  

Mr.  Watson. — I  refer  to  the  Braddon 
section. 

Mr.  GLYNN. — Speaking  subject  to 
correction,  I  do  not  think  that  it  touches 
the  matter. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  think  that  it  does, 
though  not  on  the  legal  side. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— I  think  that  what 
touches  the  question  are  sections  89  and 
93,  under  which  each  State  is  credited 
with  the  duties  levied  on  the  commodities 
consumed  therein.  In  1903  this  question 
was  rsised  in  the  case  of  the  Attorney- 


General  of  New  South  Wales  against  the 
Comptroller-General  of  Customs  for  the 
Commcmwealth. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— The  constitu- 
tional questitm  is  pending  in  the  High 
Court. 

Mr.  GLYXN.  —  Suppose  that  New 
South  Wales,  in  the  exercise  of  the  right 
which  it  then  asserted,  if  it  had  a  right, 
imported  very  largely  railway  material 
free  of  dutv,  if  we  choose  to  exempt  it. 
Then  it  is  simply  surrendering  three- 
fourths  of  the  Customs  revenue  whidi 
otherwise  would  be  paid  to  the  State  in 
case  the  dutv  were  levied.  That  is  a 
check  on  the  abuse  of  the  exemption.  So 
long  as  we  do  not  abolish  the  system  under 
which  each  State  is  credited  with  the 
duties  paid  on  cOTimodities  consumed 
therein  

Mr.  W.  H.  Ibvine. — Of  course,  under 
any  system  we  would  ha\-e  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  Customs  and  Excise  re- 
venue. That  supports  the  hcmorable 
member. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— Xo  doubt  Since  the 
whole  of  our  Customs  revenue  after  pro- 
vision had  been  made  for  our  expenditure 
might  be  apportioned  among  the  States  in 
any  way  that  the  Commonwealth  thought 
fit,  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  allow  each 
State  to  defeat  the  equity  of  the  divisioi . 
by  beccuning  a  very  large  importer  of  duti- 
able commodities. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Does  the  hon- 
orable member  think  that  we  should  in  the 
meantime  make  any  alteration,  especially  as 
the  matter  is  st4b  judicef 

Mr.  GLYXN.— I  do  not  think  that  the 

question  sud  judice  is  touched. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — What  I  mean 
is  that  we  shall  soon  have  a  decision  as  to 
our  rights  and  powers. 

Mr.  GLYXN. — If  we  determine  now  to 
grant  this  exemption,  and  the  High  Court 
subsequently  holds  that  as  a  matter  of  con-' 
stitutional  right  the  exemption  already 
exists,  no  harm  Avill  I)e  done  ;  but  on  the 
other  h.ind,  if  whilst  favoring  an  exemp- 
tion at  the  present  time  we  refrain  from 
granting  it.  and  the  High  Court  later  on 
determines  that  the  States  have  no  ex- 
emption under  the  Constitution,  then  we 
.shall  do  an  injustice  to  the  States  if  we 
do  not  grant  it  by  legislation.  The  Com- 
mittee should  takie  action  now  if  they  be- 
lieve it  wise  to  cover  the  possibility  of  the 
exempticKi  not  being  provided  for. 
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Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— If  we  thoueht 
we  had  the  power  but  did  not  think  it  wise 
to  part  with  it,  we  should  nevertheless 
abandon  it  by  the  action  proposed. 

Mr.  GLYNN. — Let  us  assume  that 
States'  imports  under  the  Constitution  are 
not  exempt.  It  does  not  follow  that  we 
have  not  the  power  by  legislation  to  make 
them  exempt.  We  are  asked  to  exercise 
that  power,  and  my  contention  is  that  if 
the  Legislature  think  the  exemption  ought 
to  exist  and  the  Constitution  has  not  granted 
it,  now  is  the  time  to  give  effect  to  that  be- 
lief. 

Sir  John  Quick. — If  the  Constitution 
has  not  granted  it,  how  can  we  grant  it  ? 

Mr.  GLYNN.— The  question  before  the 
High  Court  is  not  whether  we  can  or  can 
not  exempt  States'  imports,  but  whether  the 
Constitution,  apart  from  our  legislation, 
grants  the  exemption. 

Sir  John  Quick.— That  is  what  I  said. 

Mr.  GLYNN. — I  did  not  understand  the 
honorable  member  to  say  so.  If  he  holds 
that  view  he  cannot  oossiblv  differ  from  the 
position  I  am  putting.  There  are  two  al- 
ternatives. The  exemption  may  exist 
under  the  Constitution ;  if  it  does,  we  need 
not  legislate  on  the  subject.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  may  not  exist  under  the  Consti- 
tution, but  we  have  the  power  to  grant  it 
by  legislation.  If  we  think  that  we  ought 
by  le^slation  to  grant  this  exemption  to  the 
States,  now  is  the  time  to  take  action.  If 
we  desire  to  grant  the  exemption,  but  omit 
to  do  so  because  the  High  Court  is  consider- 
ing the  question  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  Constitution,  then  if  the  exemption  does 
not  exist  as  a  constitutional  right,  we  shall 
not  have  granted  it  bv  legislation  although 
»c  believe  that  it  ought  to  be  granted. 

Sir  John  Quick. — We  do  not  believe  that 
it  ought  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  GLYNN. — Some  do  and  some  do 
not ;  I  am  merely  endeavoring  \o  help  the 
Committee  to  a  judgment  in  the  matter  by 
putting  the  legislative  and  constitutional 
a-spect  of  the  question  before  it.  Whilst 
with  some  doubt  I  think  that  we  ought  now 
to  grant  the  exemption,  I  hold  that  as  soon 

we  begin  to  distribute  the  Customs  and 
Kxcise  revenue  upon  some  other  prindole 
tlian  that  which  has  regard  to  where  the 
commodities  on  which  duties  were  paid  were 
n^nsumed,  we  ought  not  to  do  so. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— Why  grant  it  st 
all? 

Mr.  GLYNN.— That  is  a  perfectly 
sound  positkxL 


Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Is  it  the  honcu-aUe 
member's  conclusicHi  that  we  ought  not  to 
grant  it  at  all? 

Mr.  GLYNN. — No.  I  say  with  some 
diffidence  that  we  ought  to  grant  it  whilst 
a  check  against  its  abuse  is  imposed  by 
the  fact  that  the  State  which  imp«ts 
goods  free  of  duty  will  be  sunoidering 
revenue. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— The  honorable 
member  thinks  we  should  grant  the  ex- 
emption as  long  as  the  existing  system  of 
distributitm  <^  surplus  revenue  remains  in 

force? 

Mr.  GLYNN.— That  is  so.  If  we  can 
thus  place  ourselves  in  a  perfectly  logical 
and  sound  position,  I  think  that  we  ought 
to  do  so,  for  Kasons  which  I  shall  ex- 
plain. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — To  that  extent 
only? 

Mr.  GLYNN.— Yes.  We  have  to  deal 
with  a  time  at  which  the  relations  of  the 
States  and  the  Commcxiwealth  are  scxne- 
what  delicate  and  timid.  They  scxne- 
times  almost  remind  me  of  one  of  the 
characters  in  Liitlc  Dorrit,  Old  Dorrit, 
who — if  I  may  be  allowed  to  put  the 
States  in  this  position — was  always  sus- 
picious that  some  one  was  reflecting  cm  his 
honesty  when  no  reflection  was  intended, 
and  that  something  was  to  be  dcHie  to  his 
detriment .  U  n  der  sect  i  on  131  of  the 
Customs  Act  we  have  exempted  the  Com- 
monwealth, but  not  the  States,  from  the 
payment  of  Custcwns  duties.  That  seems  an 
invidious  distinction  as  against  the  States. 
If  the  Commonwealth  chose  to  become  a 
very  large  importer  of  commodities  it 
could  avail  itself  of  that  exempticMi  to 
defraud  the  States,  so  that  whatever  per- 
tinence there  is  in  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Bendigo  applies,  to 
a  large  extent  at  all  events,  to  the  ex- 
emption already  granted  to  the  C<Hmnon* 
wealth,  not  merely  under  the  Tariff  pro- 
posals, but  bv  the  Customs  Act. 

Sir  John  Quick. — The  Commonwealth, 
however,  has  power  over  the  Customs  and 
Excise  duties,  and  may  increase  or  di- 
minish them. 

Air.  GLYNN.— What  has  that  to  do 
with  the  question  with  which  I  am  now  deal- 
ing— the  point  that  the  C<Mnmonwealth  is 
at  present  creating  an  invidious  exempHiOTi 
in  favour  of  itself,  and  that  under  that 
exemption  it  could,  if  it  chose  to  abuse 
its  power,  lead  us  to  the  unfortunate  posi- 
tion assumed  to  be  possible  in^  the  ease  of 
the  SUtes?    Let  ttii'^yWleiyg^nBer 
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case  in  favour  of  our  granting  for  the 
present  an  exemption  of  State  imports, 
and  one  that  may  hold  to  some  extent, 
although  with  weakened  force,  when  we 
adopt  some  other  principle  of  distribution. 
When  a  State  borrows,  say,  ,000,000 
in  Londwi,  it  brings  out  that  money  in  the 
shape  of  goods — generally  in  the  form  of 
railway  material  or  other  of  the  larger 
compiodities  consumed  bv  the  States.  In 
such  circumstances,  the  Commonwealth  im- 
mediatelv  takes  one-fourth  of  the  revenue 
raised  by  way  of  duty  on  goods  repre- 
sentinf;  those  loan  moneys.  Is  it  right  for 
the  Commonwealth,  by  taxing  the  imports 
of  the  States,  which  in  ninety -nine  out  of 
a  hundred  reprraent  loan  m<Mieys,  to 
diminish  the  amount  so  raised  in  Lmdon. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — I  do  not  think  that 
is  the  position. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— It  is.  I  would  remind 
the  honorable  member  that  some  years  ago 
South  Australia,  in  order  to  remove  a 
false  impression,  exempted  its  imports 
from  the  payment  of  duty,  recognising 
that  its  loan  moneys  were  diminished  to 
the  extent  of  the  Custrans  duties  collected 
oa  imports  representing  them.    Under  the 


Mr.  GLYNN.— I  do  not  wish  to  elabo- 
rate the  question.  I  have  .endeavoured  to 
give  reasons  for  a  temporary  exempticHi  of 
State  imports.  I  think  that,  in  the  cir- 
cumstances, to  be  logical  and  ccmsistent,  we 
ought  for  the  present  to  exempt  State  im- 
ptMts.  I  put  that  conclusitMi  not,  perhaps, 
with  the  cocksuredness  of  some  who  hold 
the  ccHitrary  view,  but  merely  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  CfHnmittee,  acknowledg- 
ing that  I  had  some  difficulty  when  I  rewJ 
the  amendment  in  making  up  my  mind  as 
to  what  ought  to  be  done. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Should  we  act  in 
a  matter  that  involves  millions  of  immey 
when  we  have  a  doubt? 

Mr.  GLYNN.  —  Does  the  honorable 
member  mean  a  doubt  as  to  the  policy  or 
as  to  the  power? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — As  to  the  policy. 
Ui.  GLYNN.— Judging  by  the  debates 
that  have  taken  place  from  the  first  in  the 
Federal  Parliament,  not  a  angle  policy 
that  has  been  postulated  or  made  the  sub- 
ject of  legislation  has  been  free  from 
doubt.  I  have  never  kmwn  the  deputy 
leader  of  the  Oppositiwi,  fair  and  able 
as  he  is,  to  agree  to  a  GovemmCTJt  piDposi- 
tion  without  some  qualification.  Parlia- 


Old  system  of  tsoing  the  >^P<»t?  ■  assembly  where  people  are  sup- 
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never"  at  their  true  amount. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— That  difficulty 
would  exist  just  as  much  after  the  adop- 
tion of  a  new  system  of  distribution  as  it 
does  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— It  was  because  I  appre- 
ciated that  fact  that  I  said  just  now  that 
this  case  would  hold,  perhaps  with 
weakened  force,  after  we  had  adt^ted 
some  other  principle  of  distribution. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— I  do  not  think  that 
the  difficulty  would  be  diminished. 

Mr.  GLYNN. — I  merely  suggested  that 
the  difficulty  would  exist  with  perhaps 
diminished  force.  In  hitting  a  conclu- 
sion on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  one  does 
not  like  to  be  emphatic. 

Mr.  Joseph  Coot.  —  Having  once 
granted  the  exemption,  would  we  be  able 
afterwards  under  the  pooling  system  to 
take  the  mcKiey  from  revenue  ? 

Mr.  GLYNN.— I  think  sa  If  we 
merely  provide  that  whilst  the  present  con- 
ditions exist  the  exemptions  shall  apply, 
the  States  will  not  have  Juiy  cause  to  com- 
plain if  we  say  XaXia  on  that  under  the 
new  conditkxis  of  distribution  they  ought 
not  to  apply. 

Mr.  DtnsALD  Thomson. — But  they  will. 


posed  to  speak  theu-  minds.  If  they  have 
not  a  mind  on  a  subject,  they  often  extem- 
porize a  pretence  of  one.  When  a  proposal 
IS  put  before  us,  we  generally  agree  to  its 
adoption  with  a  good  deal  of  travail  and 
disquietude  as  to  whether  we  are  domg 
right  or  wrong,  and.  that  being  so,  I  do 
not  think  that  the  existence  of  a  doubt  as 
to  the  expediency  of  the  policy  ought  to 
prevent  us  from  deciding  that  the  balance 
is  in  favour  of  an  exemptim  for  the  pre- 
sent of  State  imports. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — At  this  stage 
it  would  require  a  long  debate  to  enable 
us  to  determine  whether  or  not  it  is  a  wise 
step  to  take 

Mr.  GLYNN. — I  am  sorrj-  that  my  argu- 
ments are  so  untenable  as  to  suggest  the 
impossibility  of  our  arriving  at  a  conclu- 
sion without  a  long  debate. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Not  at  all.  The 
honorable  member  has  made  a  very  able 
speech. 

Mr,  GLYXX,  —  Assuming  the  humility 
that  ought  to  embellish  the  argument  of  a 
member  of  Parliament,  but  seldom  does,  I 
put  these  considerations  before  the  Com- 
mittee, acknowledging  that  with  a  consi- 
derable degree  of  do^  and  hesitancy  I 
have  decided  Dbiiiz3t^>^c«|0^gfe^endmenc 
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if  it  be  pressed  to  a  division.  At  the  same 
time,  I  would,  suggest  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Brisbane  that  he  should  con- 
sider whether  he  ought  to  press  it.  If 
he  does,  he  should  certainly  limit  the 
operation  of  the  proposed  exemption  until 
we  legislate  tmder  the  powers  preserved  to 
us  by  section  93  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  WATSON  (Bland)  [s- 54]— For  a 
variety  of  reasons  I  hope  that  the  amend- 
ment will  be  rejected.  In  the  first  place, 
we  have  the  constitutional  aspect  of  the 
question  that  was  urged  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Bendigo,  but  another  consi- 
deration which  leads  me-  to  this  view  is 
that  as  soon  as  the  Braddon  section  is 
superseded,  either  by  a  fixed  arrangement 
with  the  States,  or  by  effluxion  of  time, 
this  proposal  would  involve  in  most  cases 
a  prol»ble  discrimination  against  local 
manufacturers  in  tendering  for  Government 
supplies.  Suppose  a  duty  of  30  per  cent, 
were'  imposed  on  a  certain  article,  and  a 
State  Government  called  for  tenders  for 
supplies  of  that  article,  the  position  might 
be  that  the  local  mai>ufacturer  would  not 
be  able  to  supply  it  at  the  price  at  which 
it  could  be  imported. 

Mr.  Heix^bs. — Is  that  the  way  the  shoe 
pinches  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— That  is  one  way. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— The  local  man 
might  not  charge  more,  but  he  would  be 
deprived  of  the  protection  which  this  Par- 
liament intwided  he  should  have. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Exactly. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — And  to  that  extent 
the  fiscal  system  of  the  Commonwealth 
\Yould  be  rendered  inoperative. 

Mr.  Deakin. — And  inoperative  by  reason 
of  the  act  of  some  one  else,  and  not  of  our- 
selves. 

Mr.  WATSON'.— That  is  so. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — Does  not  that  app^X 
equally  in  the  case  of  supplies  required  by 
the  Commonwealth  Gm-ernment? 

Mr.  WATSON.~So  far  as  the  Com- 
monwealth Government  is  concerned,  I  do 
not  think  it  is  in  the  same  position  in  rela- 
tion to  Customs  and  Excise  taxation  as  are 
the  States  Governments,  because  the  ex- 
clusive power  to  deal  with  that  taxation 
has  been  handed  over  to  the  Commonwealth 
Parliament  under  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Still,  the  cffe^ 
would  he  the  same  from  the  fiscal  point  of 
vifw. 

Mr.  WATSON.— T  do  not  think  so. 
It  is  to  be  .issumed,  I  think,  that 
this    Parliament    will    imure    that  the 


administration  of  the  Commonwealth 
Government  is  in  consonance  with  the 
policy  embodied  in  the  Tariff,  whe- 
ther it  be  a  free-trade,  a  revenue,  or 
a  protectionst  Tariff.  I  say  that  if 
we  put  in  a  provisicm  of  i^iis  descrip- 
tion a  distinction  must  be  drawn  as  be- 
tween the  Cmnmonwealth  and  the  States 
Governments  in  that  the  fiscal  policy  of 
the  country  might  be  rendered  nugatory 
by  the  action  of  some  of  the  States  Go- 
vernments. As  to  the  suggesti<m  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Angas,  to  allow 
these  exemptions  to  run  until  the  book- 
keeping section  ceases  to  operate,  I  sug- 
gest that  the  honorable  member  might  very- 
well  reverse  the  position. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — If  anything  of 
the  Icind  were  d<me,  it  should  be  as  part 
of  a  general  financial  arrangement. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  quite  agree  that  the 
only  justificarion  for  it  would  be  that  it 
was  a  part  of  a  general  financial  arrange- 
ment. I  point  out  that  the  sectitm  to 
which  the  honorable  member  for  Angas 
has  referred  might  be  r^>ealed  or  modified 
to-morrow,  but  we  do  not  anticipate  that 
the  Tariff  will  be  altered  to-monow.  If 
the  honwable  member's  ocxitention  is  that 
the  exemption  during  the  period  of  the 
operation  of  the  bookkeeping  section  would 
involve  no  injustice.  I  would  ask  him  to 
put  the  matter  in  the  other  way,  and  say 
whether  while  the  bookkeeping  section  con- 
tinues in  operatiMi  the  States  Governments 
would  suffer  any  real  injustice  from  the 
imposition  of  the  duty  when  three-fourths 
at  least  of  the  amount  collected  by  means 
of  this  taxation  is  returned  to  the  States. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — ^There  must  always 
be  a  return  to  the  States  of  a  substantial 
proportion  of  the  Customs  and  Excise 
taxation. 

Mr.  Glynn. — Only  under  the  Braddon 
section.  We  might  make  a  return  of  nine- 
tenths  to  one  State. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  admit  that  we  might 
do  that,  but  it  is  not  very  likely  that  we 
would.  When  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Angas  admits  that  once  the  bookkeeping 
section  is  rendered  inoperative  by  the  action 
of  this  Parliament,  the  whole  situation 
will  be  changed,  it  does  not  seem  to  me 
that  he  advances  his  case  when  he  points 
out  that  under  the  Braddon  section  nine- 
tenths  might  be  returned  to  one  State.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  honorable  member 
would  be  on  safer  ground  if  he  were  to 
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done  to  the  States  while  the  bookkeeping 
secticm  continues  in  operati<m,  and  we 
know  that  as  soon  as  it  ceases  to  operate 
his  proposal  would  not  remedy  the  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY  (Danvin)  [6.0]. 
— I  hope  the  Committee  will  agree  to  the 
item  as  it  stands.  In  the  first  place,  because 
to  do  otherwise  would  so  complicate  the 
finances  of  the  States  and  the  Common- 
wealth that  no  Treasurer  in  Australia  would 
know  where  he  was.  In  the  next  place,  of 
what  use  is  it  to  carry  a  protective  Tariff  if 
the  States  imports  are  to  be  admitted  free  ? 
Again,  it  should  be  remembered  that  the 
Commonwealth  is  paramount,  and  we 
should  not  permit  it  to  become  subordinate 
to  the  States.  Another  point  is  that  we 
are  testing  before  the  High  Court  the 
question  whether  the  Commonwealth  pos- 
sesses this  power  to  levy  taxation  on  States' 
imports,  and  if  we  now  admit  that  we  have 
not  the  power  to  do  so,  we  give  our  whole 
case  away.  If  this  Parliament  is  going  to 
surrender,  why  should  we  fight  the  case  in 
the  High  Court?  I  trust  that  the  honor- 
able member,  for  the  sake  of  his  own  re- 
putation as  a  lawyer,  will  withdraw  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  PALMER  (Echuca)  [6.2].— There 
is  one  difficulty  in  connexion  with  this  mat- 
ter which  has  struck  me,  and  which  arises 
from  the  fact  that  the  system  of  Govern- 
ment adopted  in  the  various  States  is  not 
uniform.  For  instance,  in  one  State  the 
municipal  system  may  be  carried  out  in  its 
entirety,  and  in  another  very  imperfectU- 
and  incompletely.  The  result  might  be  that 
in  a  State  in  which  its  municipal  system  of 
governmoit  is  incomplete,  imports  to  a  very- 
much  greater  total  value  might  be  treated 
as  States  imports,  as  compared  with  the 
imports  to  another  State  where  the  muni- 
cipal system  is  ccwnplete.  There  is  a 
danger  of  this  unfair  discrimination  as  a 
consequence  of  a  lack  of  uniformity  in  the 
system  of  government  prevailing  in  the 
differait  States. 

Mr.  WYNNE  (Balaclava)  [6.3].— From 
some  of  the  speeches  to  which  we  have 
listened,  it  would  appear  that  certain  hon- 
orable members  are  disposed  to  look  upon 
the  States  as  foreign  powers,  and  upon  the 
Commonwealth  as  a  dominant  power  over- 
riding subject  States.  The  people  of  the 
States  are  also  the  people  of  the  Common- 
wealth ,  and  anvthing  that  affects  them 
affects  the  ])eople  of  the  Commonwealth. 
We  have  to  ask  ourselves  whether  they 
would  be  any  more  likely  to  act  unjustly 


towards  local  manufacturers  than  the  Com- 
monwealth Government  would  be? 

Mr.  Deakin. — Would  not  that  arguaient 
apply  with  equal  force  in  the  opposite 
direction  —  why  not  trust  the  CommtMi- 
wealth  ? 

Mr.  WYNNE. — It  is  assumed  that  the 
Commonwealth  Government  would  not  give 
a  preference  to  a  foreign  manufacturer  in 
the  purchase  of  goods  if<]uired  for  public 
works  and  services ;  but  I  do  not 
see  why  it  should  be  assumed  that  the 
States  Government  would  act  differently. 
Why  should  we  make  a  distinction,  and 
say  that  goods  required  by  the  people  of 
the  Commcmwealth  shall  lie  admitted  duty 
free,  whilst  goods  required  by  a  section  of  . 
the  people  of  the  C(»nmonwealth  shall  be 
subject  to  taxation  ?  I  say  that  all  Govern- 
ment importations  should  be  free,  or  all 
should  be  subject  to  taxation.  Why  should 
we  create  friction  by  putting  the  States 
Governments  in  the  position  of  subjects 
dwninated  by  the  Commonwealth  Govern- 
ment ?  As  the  honorable  member  for 
An  gas  has  stated,  money  borrowed  bv  the 
States  is  introduced  in  the  form  of  goods. 
If  a  State  borrows  ^r,ooo,ooo,  why 
should  ;^25o,ooo  of  the  amount  go  to  the 
Commonwealth  Government  ? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  amount 
which  the  Commonwealth  Government 
would  receive  would  not  be  jQiKOjOoo,  but 
one-fouJTth  of  the  duty  collected  on 
j^i, 000,000  worth  of  goods. 

Mr,  W Y N N E. — Assuming  an  average 
impnst  of  25  per  cent.,  if  a  State  Govern- 
ment imports  ,000,000  worth  of  goods, 
it  will  realize  only  ;^75o,ooo,  because  one- 
fourth  of  the  amount  must  !«  paid  in  taxa- 
tion, and  would  be  retained  by  the  Federal 
Government. 

Jlr.  King  O'Malley.— But  the  States 
Go\errunents  would  get  three-fourths  of 
the      50,000  back  again. 

Mr.  WYNNE.— Why  should  we  take 
one-fourth  of  the  duties  levied  cm  States 
imports  when  the  States  Governments  de- 
rive no  benefit  from  taxation  on  Common- 
wealth imports  ?  I  think  that  in  this  mat- 
ter we  should  treat  the  Commonwealth  and 
the  States  on  exactly  the  same  basis.  We 
should  not  let  the  people  of  the  States  rest 
under  any  fitjling  that  they  are  being  un- 
justly or  unfairly  treated.  To  do  so  is  to 
lessen  the  feeling  of  sympathy  in  the 
States  for  the  Commonwealth.  I  believe 
that  the  people  in  one  State  are  as  loyal 
to  the  OOTmoiy^^i^^^g(tj^^ple'in 
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another.  Tasmama  mig^  requixe  to  Lor- 
row  money  for  railway  purposes.  The 
existing  system  is  hard  enough  on  that 

State,  and  why  should  we  make  its  position 
still  harder?  It  ought  not  to  be  our  policy 
to  oppress  the  people  of  those  States  which 
are  loyal  to  us  and  anxious  to  assist  for- 
ward the  Federal  movement.  But  if  we 
take  to  ourselves  special  exemptiwis,  the 
feeling  may  arise  that  we  ought  not  to 
treat  ourselves  better  than  we  do  the  States. 

Mr.  SALMON*  (Laanecoorie)  [6.10].— 
This  is  nctf  a  State  versus  Ommonwealth 
matter,  and  I  am  sorry  that  certain  hon- 
orable members  on  the  other  side  who 
favour  the  amendment  should  regard  those 
.  who  object  to  it — and  I  am  one — as  op- 
posed to  the  States  and  desirous  of  mini- 
raizing  State  rights. 

Mr.  Glynn.— Did  that  idea  run  through 
mv  argument  ? 

Mr*.  SALMON'.— I  do  not  attribute  that 
view. to  tlie  honorable  member  for  Angas. 

Mr.  Wynne. — I  did  not  say  a  word 
about  State  rights. 

yU.  SALMO.V.— The  honorable  member 
for  Balaclava,  throughout  his  speech,  riiade 
it  appear  that  those  who  opposed  the 
amendment  desired  to  place  upon  the  States 
disabilities  which  tliev  were  not  prepared 
to  place  upon  the  Commonwealth.  That  is 
not  the  right  way  to  look  at  it.  If  I  am 
here  when  the  inevitable  struggle  comes, 
no  one  will  he  more  ready  to  stand  up  few 
St;it('  rights  than  I  shall  be. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — Now  is  the  time  to 
do  it 

Mr.  SALMOX.— There  is  an  honorable 
member  who  reganls  this  as  a  matter  of 
State  rights. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Have  the  States  no  rights 
now? 

Mr.  SALMON'.— I  w.is  challenged  when 
I  said  that  that  'luestion  had  been  im- 
ported into  thedebatc.  Yet  already  two  inter- 
jectors  have  shown  that  they  regard  this 
as  a  matter  Of  State  rights.  I  regret  that 
they  adopt  that  attitude.  I  am  not  raising 
the  question,  nor  is  it  necessar)'  to  raise 
it,  as  the  honorable  member  for  Angas 
agrees.  He,  with  his  keen  debating  faculty, 
would  have  advanced  it  if  he  had  thought 
it  to  be  a  Intimate  argument  I  hope  the 
amendment  will  be  considered  and  decided 
apart  from  the  State  rights  question.  I 
see  in  it  very  grave  dangers.  If  carried, 
it  will  operate  in  a  direction  which  is  least 
expected,  and  which  would  be  least  re- 
lished by  those  who  support  it.  Those 
who  are  most  strenuous   In   their  ad- 


vocacy of  it,  should  it  be  carried, 
will  afterwards  deeply  regret  that  it 
was  ever  brought  within  die  regi<xi  of  prac- 
tical politics.  If  we  place  this  exemption 
within  the  reach  of  the  States,  it  will  do  a 
great  deal  to  destroy  that  feeling  of  amity 
and  union  whicli  we  desire  to  encourage 
throughout  the  Federation.  It  will  offer 
an  opportunity  for  the  large  States  to  com- 
pete, not  only  with  each  other,  but  with 
the  smaller  States.  It  wUl  destroy  that 
desire  which  the  framers  of  the  Constitu- 
tion endeavoured  to  crystallize  when  they 
provided  for  an  Inter-State  Commission, 
whose  duty  it  would  be  to  see  that  the 
States  acted  fairly  with  eac^  other  in 
matters  of  trade.  In  those  circumstances, 
I  enter  my  emphatic  protest  against  the 
question  being  brought  up,  especially  at 
this  jurrcture;  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  the 
loyaltv  of  honorable  members  to  the  Con- 
stituticm  under  which  we  work  will  be 
strong  enough  to  enable  them  to  give  a 
vote  which  will  show,  not  that  they  are  de- 
sirous of  acting  against  the  States  or  of 
securing  for  themselves  something  which 
they  are  not  prepared  to  give  to  the  States, 
but  that  they  are  convinced  that  the  exemp- 
tion thus  granted  would  opiate  against 
the  best  interests  of  Australia,  and  that  the 
declsicxi  of  the  vital  issues  raised  should 
be  postponed  until  the  whole  question  of 
the  financial  relations  of  the  C<KnmcNi- 
wealth  and  the  States  is  being  ocmsidered. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [6.14]. 
— Without  entering  into  some  of  the  forcible 
arguments  that  have  been  urged  both  for 
and  against  the  actual  merits  of  the  pro- 
position of  the  honorable  member  for  Bris- 
bane, it  seems  to  me  that  the  moat  oon- 
vincinj^  answer  to  the  amending  is  that  it 
is  unwise  for  us  to  make  any  considerable 
change  in  tlie  existing  relatiwis  of  the  Com- 
monwealth and  States  until  we  can  deal 
with  the  really  difficult  problem  of  the  finan- 
cial relations  of  the  States  and  the  Com- 
monwealth. It  will  be  very  unwise  to 
deal  with  that  question  piecemeal.  There 
is  a  great  deal  of  weight  in  the  contention 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Balaclava 
that  although  we  undoubtedly  possess  the 
absolute  power  under  the  Constitution  to 
regulate  the  whole  domain  of  Customs  and 
Excise  taxation,  we  ought  to  avcnd  any 
action,  whidi  is  not  abwlutely  necessary, 
that  will  differentiate  between  ourselves  and 
the  States,  and  that  it  would  be  wise  to 
place  State  unportations  as  far  as  possible 
on  the  same  level  with  CpmnionwMhb  im- 
portetions  whethei^jt^y  hseOe^iar  not 
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taxed.  The  objectkm  has  often  been  urged 
— and  was  voiced  to-day  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Angas — that  a  State  usually 
borrows  money  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  public  works,  the  money  comes  out  in  the 
form  of  goods  or  materials,  and  the  ezac- 
ti«i  by  the  CustcMiis  Department  of  duties 
on  those  imports  really  deprives  the  State 
of  a  certain  portion  of  borrowed  monev, 
and  is  not  a  taxation  of  revenue.  There 
is,  however,  a  latent  fallacy  in  that  argu- 
ment. The  action  of  this  Parliament  in 
imposing  Customs  duties  on  those  impc»ts 
gives  State  Parliaments  and  State  Govern- 
ments an  oppormnitv  of  paying  duties  out 
of  borrowed  money,  which  they  ought  never 
to  do.  If  they  did  right  they  would  always 
arrange  that  the  duties  <xi  goods  of  that 
kind  imported  should  be  paid  out  of  re- 
venue. That  ought  to  be  a  part  of  every 
sound  financial  arrangement  by  a  State,  so 
that  that  are^ment  does  not  carry  the  mat- 
ter very  much  further.  We  shall  shortly 
have  to  face  by  far  the  most  difficult  and 
delicate  problem  that  this  Parliament  has 
yet  had  to  deal  with.  When  that  question 
comes  before  us  it  will  be  our  duty  so  to 
deal  with  it  that  the  States  will  be  given 
certainty  and  stabiMty  in  their  financial 
positicHi.  I  shall  always  be  in  favour  of 
that ;  but  we  shall  be  acting  foolishly  if  we 
begin  to  tackle  that  extremely  <£fficult  tho- 
blem  by  touching  n  Httle  portion  of  it  as 
represented  by  an  exemption  of  ihis  kind. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[6.18]. — The  honorable  member  for  Flin- 
ders has  on  the  whole  expressed  mv  views. 
It  is  out  of  the  question  for  us  to  give  this 
matter  the  consideration  it  deserves  at  this 
stage  of  the  session,  although  I  do  not 
think  there  is  the  slightest  ground  for  pro- 
test on  the  part  of  the  hcmorable  member 
for  Laanecoorie,  seeing  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Brisbane  gave  notice  of  his  in- 
tention to  raise  it  some  three  months  an>. 
It  is  not  his  fault  that  its  consideration  has 
been  left  to  the  last  hours  of  the  session. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  am'  sure  that  the  mat- 
ter cannot  receive  to-day  the  treatment  that 
iti  importance  deserves.  I  am  not  sure 
that  on  the  whole  the  honorable  member  for 
Brisbane  will  not  serve  his  cause  better  by 
waiving  his  right  to  have  the  matter  de- 
•  cided  now.  The  whole  question  must 
shortly  be  readjusted  on  a  broad  basis  when 
we  come  to  deal  with  the  financial  relations 
of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  States.  The 
conviction  has  long  been  growing  in  my 
mind  that  when  these  relations  are  fixed 
they  will  iK>t  be  on  the  basis  of  a  purely 


financial  arrangement  alone,  but  will  be 
also  on  the  basis  of  a  wise,  broad,  and 
far-reaching  statesmanship,  be\ond  the 
narrow  lines  of  mere  finance.  Then  will 
be  the  {M-oper  time  to  raise  this  matter. 
That  time  must  come  very  shortly,  and  is 
it  worth  while  to  raise  it  now?  The  hon- 
orable membn*  for  Ai^as  inclines  to  sup- 
port the  amendment  on  the  ground  that,  if 
we  do  it  now,  there  will  be  a  sufficient 
check  upon  the  States  to  prevent  them  from 
doinc  much  damage.  He  wiselv  refrained 
from  entering  into  the  question  of  the 
wisdom  or  unwisdom  of  the  proposal,  and 
merelv  confined  himself  to  a  statement  of 
what  was  best  to  do  in  the  short  interval 
before  the  final  financial  readjustments  are 
made.  I  do  not  know  that  we  oiqcht  to 
agree  to  the  amendmoit.  Once  the  States 
were  pmnitted  to  get  all  thar  importa- 
ticMis  free,  it  would  be  a  very  difficult  and 
delicate  matter  to  disturb  the  arrangonent. 
Taking  a  bone  out  of  a  dog's  mouth 
would  be  child's  play  to  it,  if  this  Parlia- 
ment should  afterwards  decide  to  tax  State 
imports. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAUS. — Is  not  the  whole 
questicMi  before  the  High  Court  in  New 
South  Wales? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  question 
of  our  powers,  now  before  the  High  Court, 
does  not  affect  in  the  slightest  the  question 
of  statesmanship  reused  by  this  propor- 
tion. There  is  much  force  in  the  conten- 
tion of  the  hcMiorab'e  member  for  Balao- 
lava  that  if  we  are  going  to  exempt  our 
own  importations,  and  to  that  extent  place 
our  local  manufacturers  at  a  disadvantage, 
we  should  treat  the  States  in  the  same 
manner.  I  am  not  suro  how  it  could  be 
readjusted,  but  every  one  recognises  that 
anomaly,  and  the  sooner  the  Government 
take  steps  to  rectify  it  the  better.  If  we 
intend  to  make  the  States  pay  for  all  their 
governmental  importations,  we  should,  it 
would  seem,  set  them  an  example.  There 
are  many  consideraticKis  that  weigh  on  one 
side  or  the  other,  in  my  mind,  and  make  it 
diflicult  fon  a  layman  to  come  to  a  decision 
as  to  the  whole  proposal.  There  is  the 
fiscal  view  of  it  taken  hv  the  honorable 
member  for  South  Sydjwv.  Here  we  are 
in  the  verv  nrt  of  framing  a  system  of 
taxation  which  we  hope  will  rompulsorilv 
divert  the  purchases  of  local  people  into 
local  channels  ^s  <listinct  from  channels 
oversea,  and  if  we  a[^Iy  that  compulsion 
to  private  individuals,  shall  we  exempt  the 
Governments  of  the  Stittes  under  whose 
jurisdiction  those  private  individuals  are? 
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Colonel  FoxTON. — What  about  the  Ccmh- 
mcviwealth  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  same  argu- 
ment applies  there.  I  have  just  said  that 
the  whole  thing  is  an  anomaly. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Why  not  strike  out 
the  whole  item? 

Mr.  Glynn. — That  would  be  wiser.  I 
do  not  believe  in  amxnalies  of  this  sort. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  further  one 
investigates  the  position,  the  more  anomalous 
it  appears.  From  the  cmistitutional  point 
of  view,  there  are  a  different  set  of  con- 
ditions. We  have  decided  to  permit  the 
States  to  interfere  with  our  instrumentali- 
ties in  respect  of  income  tax  and  other 
matters.  Can  the  States  deny  us  the  right 
to  similarly  interfere  with  their  instrumen- 
talities? So  the  whole  thing  goes  On.  and 
a  very  interesting  series  of  dialectical  ex- 
ercises is  presented. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS.— We  hold  that  the 
States  cannot  tax  our  incomes,  and  how. 
therefore,  can  we  levy  a  tax  on  States 
goods  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— We  have  al- 
ready decided  to  permit  the  States  to  tax 
our  incomes,  and,  surely,  we  have  as  much 
right,  I  think,  to  tax  their  instrumentali- 
ties alsa  We  have  given  the  States  the 
power  to  tax  our  incwnes  freely,  a«d  in 
order  to  satisfy  their  insistent  claims.  It 
seems  to  me  that  if  we  continue  our  pre- 
sent situaticMi  the  States  have  no  reason 
to  object  to  our  taxing  their  instru- 
mentalities as  they  tax  ours.  But 
this  does  not  get  us  nearer  a  wise  and 
final  adjustment  of  the  whole  question.  I 
am  inclined  to  think  it  would  be  better 
if  the  matter  were  not  pressed  at  this 
mCMnen  t .  It  ought  to  be  left  over 
ontil  the  whole  financial  adjustment  comes 
to  be  made  later.  When  thnt  adjustment 
vs  made,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  on  any 
narrow  financial  basis,  but  will  displav 
iM-oad,  far-rer.ching  statesmanship.  Until 
then  we  might  go  on  as  at  present.  I  feel 
that,  under  all  the  circumstances,  if  this 
matter  is  pressed  to  a  division,  I  shall, 
without  questioning  the  wisdom  of  raising 
the  questicMi,  and  without  committing  my- 
self finally,  be  inclined  to  vote  to  let 
things  remain  as  they  have  been  for  some 
vears  past. 

Mr.  MAUOER  (Maribymong  —  Post- 
master-General) [6.27].— Might  I,  in  view 
of  the  short  time  at  our  disposal,  and  of 
the  vast  importance  of  the  question,  ap- 
peal to  the  honorable  member  for  Bris- 
bane to  withdraw  his  amendment?  There 


is  not  the  faintest  chance  of  his  proposal 
being  carried,  and  it  deals  with  a  question 
which  ought  to  be  discussed  from  many 
points  of  view. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [6.28].— 
The  first  Federal  Parliament  placed  on 
record,  in  section  131  of  the  Custnns  Act, 
their  interpretaticm  of  the  secticxi  in  the 
Constitution,  which,  in  my  opinion,  ought 
to  apply  to  States  and  Commonwealth 
alike.  Section  131  of  the  Custcans  Act 
is  as  follows — 

No  goods  the  property  of  the  Commonwealth 
shatl  be  liable  to  any  duty  of  Customs. 

Evidently  the  Commonwealth  desires  to 
hr.ve  one  reading  of  the  section  of  the 
(Constitution  when  applied  to  itself,  and 
another  reading  when  applied  to  the 
S.ates. 

Mr.  Groom. — Would  it  not  be  better  to 
leave  the  interpretation  to  the  High 
Court  ? 

Mr.  HEDGES.- The  Federal  Parlia- 
ment h:;s  put  its  own  construction  on  the 
^^ection  of  the  Constitution ;  and,  under 
tlie  circumstances,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
there  is  dissatisfaction  throughout  the 
States.  In  my  opinion,  the  Common- 
wealth takes  rather  a  greeilv  view,  es- 
peciallv  when  it  is  remembered  th.-.t  New 
South  Wales  and  Victoria  are  stronger, 
though  not  so  large  in  area,  as  are  socne 
(if  the  other  States. 

Sitting  suspended  from  6.30  to  7,45  p.m. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— If  section  114  of  the 
Constitution  permits  the  Commmweahh  to 
c  illect  duties  upon  State  imports,  it  ne- 
cessarily follows  that  it  authorizes  it  to 
levy  a  tax  upoi  steel  rails  imported  by  the 
States.  There  is  nothing  whatever  in  the 
argument  that  the  Commonwealth  returns 
to  the  States  three-fourths  of  the  Customs 
and  Excise  revenue  collected  within  their 
respective  borders.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  whole  of  that  revenue  belongs  to  the 
States.  A  tax  upcm  steel  rails  is  a  mon- 
strous thing.  I  ask  honorable  members 
to  compare  the  position  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia with  that  of  Victoria  fran  the 
Ktand-iX)int  of  their  respective  railway  sys- 
tems. The  latter  is  practically  riddled 
with  railways,  whereas  the  former  has 
huge  areas  which  can  be  developed  wilv 
bv  railway  enterprise.  Why  should  the 
people  of  Western  Australia  be  asked  to 
pay  a  duty  upcm  steel  rails  which  are  ne- 
cessary for  the  opening  *imofii|a|  coun- 
try?   I  am  satiSfi^'llii^k-^M^y^  of 
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duties  uprai  State  imports  is  retarding  the 
progress  of  Australia.  I  maintain  that 
the  full  amount  bcnrrowed  by  a  State  to 
enable  it  to  undertake  any  specific  public 
work  should  be  expended  upcm  that  wotIc 
Under  the  present  system,  however,  a  por- 
tion of  it  is  diverted — almost  by  a  trick— 
into  another  channel.  When  the  electors 
ill  the  various  States  voted  in  fayour  of 
the  Constitution  Bill,  I  am  satisfied  that 
they  never  anticipated  that  they  were  as- 
senting to  any  such  proposition.  The 
goods  imported  by  a  State  are  the  pro- 
perty of  that  State,  and  ought  not  to  be 
taxed.  I  fear  that  hcmorable  members  are 
too  prone  to  speiUc  of  a  "tax"  as  a 
"  duty."  In  this  connexion  I  notice  that 
at  the  recent  Imperial  Cwiference  our 
Prime  Minister  was  pulled  up  by  Mr. 
Llovd-George  for  making  use  of  the  word 
duty  "  instead  of  "  tax."  He  said,  as 
■will  be  seen  by  reference  to  page  360  of 
the  ofiicial  report  of  the  proceedings — 

A  "  duty  "  OQ  our  goods?  I  do  not  mindjhe 
word — I  am  prepared  to  substitute  that  word. 

.  Merely  to  oblige  the  Prime  Minister,  he 
was  prepared  to  substitute  the  word 
*•  duty  "  for  *'  tax."  I  claim  that  when 
the  \\OTd  "  duty  "  is  defined  at  a  gather- 
irg  of  that  kind  as  a  "tax,"  the  duty 
cf.arged  upon  State  imports  must  be  a 
tax.  I  wish  honorable  members  clearly  to 
understand  that  I  am  not  discussing  this 
queslicMi  from  the  point  of  view  of  State 
rights,  although  I  consider  that  there  are 
State  rights  which  we  must  recc^nise. 
Seeing  that  the  States  themselves  consti- 
tute the  Commonwealth,  what  harm  can 
result  from  assisting  them  to  develop 
their  territory,  even  though  in  doing  so 
we  may  be  called  upon  to  strain  a  point  ? 
But  I  maintain  that  in  the  present  in- 
stance we  are  straining  no  point.  It  is 
the  righf  of  the  States  to  have  their  im- 
ports admitted  free  of  duty.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Bendigo  has  pointed 
cmt  that  if  the  view  for  which  I  am  con- 
tending be  correct,  the  States  might  enter 
into  business  enterprises  and  import  all 
kinds  of  goods  for  sale.  1  think  that  the 
very  opposite  is  more  likely  to  happen,  and 
to  the  detriment  of  the  States.  If  our 
industrial  legislation  be  pushed  much  fur- 
ther, the  Coounonwealth  will  be  handling 
all  the  business  of  Australia,  or  dictating 
to  others  how  thev  shall  handle  it.  I 
trust  that  the  Committee,  even  if  thev  do 
net  agree  to  the  amendment,  will  seriouslv 
consider  it,  and  that  the  Government  will 


do  all  in  their  power  to  bring  about  a 
better  feeling  betwen  the  Coouncviwealth 
and  the  States.  The  collection  of  duty 
upon  State  impOTts  does  not  mean  much 
ficm  a  revenue  stand-pcnnt  to  the  Com- 
monwealth, but  is  has  created  a  very  bad 
feeling  throughout  the  whole  of  Australia. 
There  are  large  areas  still  waiting  to  be 
opened  up,  but  that  result  cannot  be 
achieved  without  the  purchase  of  large 
quantities  of  material  which  has  to  be 
paid  for  out  of  loan  funds.  The  residents 
of  Western  Australia  do  not  like  the  idea 
that  when  they  are  borrowing  money  for 
-he  purpose  of  developmental  works  a  pur- 
ti«i  of  it  will  be  diverted  into  another 
channel  for  the  benefit  of  the  eastern 
States. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [7.55].— The 
honorable  member  for  Brisbane  has  been 
rather  unfortunate  in  having  this  impor- 
tant question  discussed  at  such  a  late  stage 
of  the  session.  I  apprehend  that  whatever 
vote  honorable  members  may  cast  will  not 
necessarily  represent  their  matured  views  in 
respect  to  this  question.  It  is  not  bv  any 
means  a  new  questim  here,  but  rather  one 
which  the  ablest  minds  in  Parliament  and 
outside  have  made  familiar  to  the  public. 
But  the  time  is  scarcely  ripe  for  its  settle- 
ment. We  are  not  yet  in  a  position  to 
measure  its  probable  consequences.  The 
honorable  member  for  Fremantle  seems  to 
think  that  Parliament  is  capable  of  inter- 
preting the  Constitution ;  but  I  would  re- 
mind him  that  such  an  interpretaticm  is  no 
part  of  our  functions.  Such  questicKis  as 
this  must  be  settled  by  die  High  Court 

Mr.  Groom.— As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
question  is  before  that  tribunal  now. 

Mr,  MAHON. — The  question  is  a  manv- 
sided  one,  and  it  would  not  be  fair  to 
hcmorable  members  who  may  vote  against 
it  

Mr.  Archer. — I  do  not  think  that  anv 
honorable  member  will  have  to  vote  against 
it. 

Mr.  MAHON.— Then  I  understand  that 
it  is  to  be  withdrawn.  I  think  that  that 
is  the  wisest  course  which  can  be  adopted. 
I  would  point  out  to  the  honorable  mem- 
l)er  for  Fremantle,  who  appears  to  8cen^ 
some  danger  in  the  Government  proposal, 
that  this  tax  or  dutv  is  merely  a  tax  o-- 
dutv  upon  material  used  bv  the  States  in 
commercial  enterprises.  If  he  will  recall 
what  are  regarded  bv  old-fashioned  poli- 
tical economists  as  the  true  fimctions  of 
the  State,  he  will  recognise  that  there  is 
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no  necessity  for  a  State  to  import  any- 
thing. Aco>rding  to  these  authorities,  its 
proper  function  is  the  maintwiance  of  law 
and  order  in  the  community. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS.  —  The  hcmcn-able 
member  does  not  accept  that  doctrine? 

Mr.  MAHON.— Not  at  all.  I  merely 
say  that  it  represents  the  view  of  certain 
old-fashioned  political  economists. 

Mr.  Palmer. — It  is  a  pity  that  the 
honorable  member  does  not  accept  it. 

Mr.  MAHOX.— The  honorable  member 
for  Echuca  may  accept  it,  but  he  wil!  not 
find  many  persons — even  amongst  those 
who  ordinarily  think  with  him — adoring 
that  view  iwwadays. 

Mr.  Palmer. — Oh  yes. 

Mr.  MAHON.— 1  do  not  wish  to  be 
side-tradted  at  present,  but  the  honorable 
member  must  know  that  during  recent  years 
the  functions  of  goveriunent  have  been 
greatly  enlarged,  and  that  it  is  not  possible 
to  revert  to  the  ideas  of  non-interference 
which  were  entertained  by  mir  forefathers. 
We  have  accepted  new  duties  and  recognised 
new  principles;  and  this  acceptance  and 
recognition  must  go  on  so  ]aag  as  injustice 
exists,  and  until  the  strong  shall  no  longer 
be  in  a  position  to  oppress  the  weak.  Per- 
sonally, I  see  no  limit  to  the  functions 
which  the  Government  may  be  required  to 
undertake  for  the  good  of  the  community. 
But  to  follow  out  logically  the  idea  ap- 
parently entertained  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber, one  must  permit  of  fhe  employment  of 
child  labour  in  mines. 

Mr.  Palmer. — ^The  honorable  member 
mtist  not  foist  his  ideas  upon  me. 

Mr.  MAHON. — I  have  no  wish  to  do 
so.  But  the  honorable  member  desired  to 
foist  his  ideas  upon  me.  He  chided  me 
for  not  accepting  the  views  of  certain  old- 
fashicmed  political  economists  

^fr.  Palmer. — The  hcmorable  member 
wants  to  go  the  whole  hog, 

Mr.  MAHON.— The  honorable  member 
may  be  thereby  making  a  mistake.  How- 
evw,  we  need  not  discuss  that  question 
now.  When  the  honora  ble  member  f or 
Fremantle  complains  of  the  Commonwealth 
taxing  State  imports  he  should  recollect 
that  it  only  does  so  in  so  far  as  the  States 
become  competitors  with  private  enterprise. 
That  bein^  so,  we  have  to  consider  whe- 
ther we  are  iustified  in  exempting  State 
imports  while  taxinp  the  imiwrts  of  traders 
who  are  in  competition  with  the  States. 
Sudi  a  prd)1em  lends  itself  to  no  rouKh- 
and-ready  settlement.    It  does  not  matter 


whether  we  cal  1  the  impost  a  tax  or 
a  duty.  I  think  the  terms  are  syncnymous. 
Protectionists  say  that  some  duties  are  not 
taxes,  but  I  find  that  generally  the  im- 
position of  duties  does  mean  taxatiMt  in 
some  form  or  other.  If  it  does  not  in- 
\-olve  increased  prices  to  the  consumer  cm 
imported  articles,  it  means  that  the  local 
manufacturer  obtains  a  larger  price  for 
his  ctmimodity.  That,  I  think,  is  in  nine 
rases  out  of  ten  the  inevitable  consequence 
of  the  imposition  of  duties.  Frcmi  mv 
point  of  view  it  is  a  good  thing  to  see  the 
States  importing  goods  and  restricting 
the  domain  in  which  private  enterprise 
operates.  In  Australia,  we  have  com- 
peted with  private  enterprise  through  the 
agency  of  the  States  with  very  great  ad- 
vantage. The  development  of  Australia 
has  been  greatly  promoted  by  the  work 
of  Governments  in  directions  which  pre- 
viously, and  in  other  countries,  were  sup- 
posed to  be  the  avenues  peculiarly  re- 
served for  private  speculatMS.  But  I 
hardly  think  that  Australia  has  arrived  at 
that  stage  of  development  when  a  pro- 
position of  this  kind  would  be  wholly 
equitable.  I  imagine  that  railways  and 
tramways,  water  supply,  and  other  works 
undertaken  by  Stales  that  have  iw^  reached 
the  level  of  development  of  New  South 
Wales  and  Victoria  will  necessarily  have 
to  be  cwistructed  from  imported  material. 
Those  States  will  neceissarily  require  a. 
larger  quantity  of  imported  material  than 
will  the  closely -settled  States.  There- 
fore, they  will  pay  more  to  the  revenue- 
than  will  the  more  highly-developed  States. 

Mr.  Hedges. — It  is  a  false  revenoe. 

Mr.  MAHON. — It  is  worse  than  that, 
because  most  of  these  imports  are  paid  for 
out  of  borrowed  money.  As  I  pointed  out 
some  time  ago,  the  revenue  of  Victoria,  in 
the  boom  years — say,  in  i888  and  1SS9 
— was  inflated  in  a  most  dangerous  man- 
ner, and  the  people  were  imder  the  false 
impression  that  Victoria  had  a  mudi  larger 
revenue  than  was  really  the  case.  Wben 
the  great  volume  of  imports  ceased,  there 
was,  of  course,  a  shrinkage  to  nonnal 
dimensions.  That  is  the  sort  of  thing  we 
have  to  guard  against.  I  quite  agree  with 
those  who  sav  that  we  ought  to  be  verv 
careful  as  to  our  decisicm  in  this  matter, 
from  that  point  of  view  alcme.  I  am  glad 
to  have  an  intimation  that  the  amendment 
is  to  be  withdrawn,  because,  as  I  have 
sud,  at  this  stage  I  should^  feel  biKind  to 
vote  agaiiM  it;  mmj^SvSPgt^^Hm 
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matters  have  developed  a  little  further, 
and  we  have  a  clearer  viskai,  the  argu- 
ments in  favour  of  the  amendment  will 
Iierhaps  commend  themselves  more  stronglx 
to  a  number  of  honorable  members  than 
they  do  at  present.  I  think  the  hcwiorable 
rai^mber  for  Brisbane  is  wise  in  not  pres- 
sing his  amendment  at  present.  I  feel 
sure  that  it  would  be  rejected,  probablv 
largely  by  the  votes  of  those  who,  after 
mature  consideration,  at  a  more  favorable 
opportunity,  would  l)e  inclined  to  vote  in 
its  'favour. 

Mr.  GLYXX  (Angas)  [8.6].--With  the 
object  of  putting  on  record  a  suggestion 
which  I  made  as  to  the  ftmn  in  which  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Brisbane  might  take,  I  move — 

That  the  amendment  be  amended  by  inseiting 
after  the  word  "or,"  first  occurring,  the  woids 
''imtil  Parliament,  in  pursuance  .of  sectiona  9J 
and  94  of  the  Constitution  Act,  alters  the  basis 
of  payment  to  the  several  States  of  the  surplus 
revenue  of  the  Commonwealth." 

That  amendment  would  carry  out  what  I 
suggested,  and  what  I  think  the  honorable 
member  for  Brisbane  also  intends.  I  am 
aware  that  his  amendment  is  to  be  with 
drawn,  but  I  submit  m^  amendment  upon 
it  for  the  sake  of  placmg  it  upon  record. 
I  should  also  like  to  mention — to  show  that 
first  impressions  are  not  always  correct  on 
these  matters— that  when  I  was  speaking 
liefore  I  suggested  that  there  is  an  anomaly, 
almost  appearing  to  be  an  unfair  one,  in 
allowing  Commonwealth  imports  to  be 
exempt  whilst  we  tax  State  imports.  But 
immediately  after  I  sat  down  I  thought  of 
a  difficulty  in  connexion  with  taxing  Com- 
monwealth imports.  That  is,  that  you 
could  scarcely  determine  with  any  approach 
to  fairness  what  particular  State  should  be 
credited  with  the  duties  received.  One 
has  only  to  think  of  that  to  see  how  pecu- 
liarly it  would  work.  Suppose  there  was 
a  large  importaticHi  of  goods  into  South 
Australia  and  Western  Australia  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Transcontinental  rail- 
way. I  am  afraid  that  the  other 
States  would  rather  loot  askance  at 
allowing  those  two  States  to  get  the  bulk 
of  that  revenue.  I  argued  that  we  should 
treat  all  alike ;  that  we  should  not  exempt 
the  Commonwealth  if  we  do  not  exempt  the 
States.  But  that  argument  I  now  see  is 
not  necessarily  conclusive,  because  it  struck 
mc.  afterwards  that  we  sliould  find  it  diffi- 
cult to  apportion  the  revenue  received. 
That  is  the  point.  I  also  mentioned — as 
the  result  of  a  conversation  with  a  pretty 


intelligent  member  before  I  spcke — that  if 
you  tax  the  imports  of  the  States  you  will 
be  giving  the  Commonwealth  a  fourth  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  duties,  which  duties 
will  be  paid  out  of  loan  moneys.  Per- 
sonally I  do  not  think  there  is  anything  in 
that  point.  But  I  do  not  think  the  fallac> 
of  it  has  betti  exposed.  The  real  fallac\' 
of  it  is  this — and  I  intended  to  mention  it 
— that  it  does  not  make  the  smallest  differ- 
ence as  a  matter  of  fairness  whether  the 
import  duties  are  the  result  of  loan  m(Mieys 
or  purchases  from  revenue.  Suppose  the 
States  purchased  material  for  public  works 
for  cash. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMs. — But  in  the  one  case 
we  shall  be  using  as  revenue  tha*  which  is 
absolutelv  borrowed  money. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— What  difference  does  it 
make  as  regards  the  equities  whether  the 
import  duties  are  paid  out  of  loan  monevs 
or  out  of  cash — that  is,  out  of  revenue? 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMs. — It  is  not  a  matter 
of  equity  but  of  sound  finance. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— I  do  not  think  it  makes 
the  smallest  difference  as  to  the  right  to 
tax  or  the  equity  of  taxation  whether  the 
import  duties  are  paid  out  of  loan  monev 
or  out  of  revenue,  because  in  either  case 
the  same  deduction  would  be  made  frwn 
State  fimds. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[8.10]. — Without  entering  into  the  interpre- 
tation of  the  Constitution  and  the  changes 
that  must  take  place  in  future,  I  think  that 
as  legislators  we  have  to  look  at  this  matter 
from  a  business  pwnt  of  view  rather  than 
from  the  point  of  view  of  persons  who  are 
trying  to  interpret  the  Constitution  without 
first  applying  to  the  High  Court.  The 
burden  of  the  argument  in  favour  of  the 
amendment  is  that  owing  to  the  importa- 
tion of  railway  material  or  other  materials 
required  by  the  States  an  immense  amount 
of  borrowed  money  will  be  spent,  and  an 
enormous  revenue  will  be  received  from  the 
Commonwealth  in  the  form  of  the  three- 
fourths  revenue  returned  to  the  States.  It 
is  argued  that  in  that  case  the  States  will 
reallv  be  receiving  revenue  from  borrowed 
mmey  and  that  an  extra  inducement  will  be 
held  out  to  them  to  borrow.  It  is  like- 
wise contended  that  the  Ccwnmonwealth 
will  be  receiving  revenue  from  bor- 
rowed money.  If  we  are  very  exacting 
we  shall  admit  that  that  is  not  scmnd 
finance.  But  sound  finanders  would  see 
that  no  danger  came  to State  in  omse- 
quence  of  the  s^s^iemci  oiAbdoUd^gg  that 
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is  being  pursued  under  the  Constitution. 
In  one  State  of  the  Union  just  upc«i 
^1,000,000  has  been  paid  out  of  revenue 
towards  the  liquidation  of  bonds.  The 
Coaunonwealth  itself  has  laid  down  a  prin- 
ciple that  is  very  salutary,  inasmuch  as  we 
have  not  so  far  borrowed  a  penny,  but  have 
incurred  extoisive  expenditure  out  of  re- 
'  venue.  The  State  of  Western  Australia 
has  set  an  excellent  example  in  establishing 
a  sinking  fund,  about  which  she  has  not  yet 
changed  her  mind.  I  say  that  she  has  not 
changed  her  mind  about  it  so  far,  because 
in  some  States  they  started  out  with  good 
intentions,  but  when  they  found  that  ihey 
had  put  together  a  large  sum  of  money  for 
the  liquidation  of  loans  the  spirit  of  ac- 
quisitiveness seemed  to  assert  itself,  and 
they  grasped  the  sum  thus  accumulated  and 
spent  it.  Sound  financiers  would  get  over 
such  difficulties.  If  large  sums  of  money 
were  received  by  a  St^te  f rc»n  taxation  upon 
imports  paid  for  out  of  loan  money,  it 
would  be  a  duty  to  see  that  that  revenue 
was  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  the 
liquidation  of  Treasury  bills  or  other  bonds 
falling  due.  If  we  wish  to  be  sound  in 
ouf  system  of  finance,  we  could  quite 
easily  get  over  the  small  difiicuUies  sug- 
gested. 

Mr.  Fishes. — How  does  the  honorable 
member  discriminate  between  a  loan  for 
State  purposes  and  one  for  purposes  not 
under  State  directitxi? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  take  it  that 
the  honorable  member  refers  to  expenditure 
within  a  State,  say  for  the  purpose  of  lav- 
ing down  a  water  supplv,  or  for  reticula- 
tions of  water  within  a  citv  where  the 
expenditure  is  controlled  bv  a  board. 

Mr.  Fisher. — In  the  case  of  a  miini- 
cipalitv  the  principle  is  exactlv  the  same. 

Mr.'HENRY  WILLIS.— A  municipality 
raises  through,  or  without  the  aid  of.  the 
Government  a  sum  for  the  construaicm  of 
large  public  works,  but  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  when  municipalities  have  bor- 
rowed money  in  Kngtaiul  it  has  aK'ays 
been  borrowed  with  the  securitv  of  the 
State  at  their  back.  Again,  the  States 
themselves  nise  loans  in  England  on  the 
authority  of  Acts  n.*  Parliament.  The 
borrowine;  powers  of  municipalities  are  so 
limited  by  Acts  of  Parliament  that  they 
can  only  lx>rro\v  money  in  i)rojK>rtion  lo 
their  revenues. 

^^r.  Fisher. — But  that  hardly  affects 
the  honorable  member's  argument.  The 
States  would  still  be  brinffinir  in  material 
nd  pa)  ing  duty  with  borrowed  money. 


Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— It  comes  back 
to  the  one  point  which  I  have  just 
answered,  and  that  is  that  the  State  is  bor- 
rowin<;  money  and  treating  it  as  re- 
venue. If  its  finances  are  on  a  sound  basis 
it  will  see  that  the  borrowed  money  is  not 
used  for  governmental  purposes,  so  as  to 
release  persons  from  the  payment  of  the 
taxes  which  they  should  be  called  upon  to 
pay.  The  State  will  see  that  the  money 
is  earmarked  for  the  purpc»e  of  liquidating 
a  debt  which  is  falling  due  periodically, 
as  is  done  in  the  case  of  South  Australia. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Does  not  the  hOTca-able 
member  see  that  it  would  be  necessary  to 
trace  all  the  trust  and  municipal  imports 
which  were  bought  with  loan  mcmev? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— That  would 
cause  no  difficulty.  The  State  is  not  carry- 
ing on  the  business  of  a  tfUIow  chandler, 
but  is  dealing  in  large  sums,  and  it  will 
be  quite  an  easy  matter  to  earmark  them. 
It  has  its  loan  policy  or  its  public  works 
policy.  At  one  time  South  Australia  had 
what  was  called  "  a  broad  and  comprehen- 
sive policy,"  which  meant  the  expenditure 
of  an  enormous  sum  of  borrowed  roonev 
(luring  a  long  period,  in  which  they  carried 
out  the  Port  Victor  water  scheme.  It  ts 
easily  possible  for  a  State  to  earmark  any 
sums  receixed  from  that  source,  and  to 
appropriate  them  justly  and  honestly  in 
paying  oflf  a  debt.  I  do  not  see  that  there 
is  any  necessity  for  the  system  whidi  has 
been  proposed  by  the  h(Hiorable  member 
for  Brisbane.  At  the  present  time  the 
States  import  whatever  m.Tterials  they 
want,  nnd  three-fourths  of  the  duty  paid 
thereon,  and  a  verv  large  proportion  of 
ilif  l  al.mce  is  returned  to  them.  If,  how- 
ever, the  States  do  not  get  the  whole  of 
the  fourth  share,  who  gets  it?  Do  the 
other  States  benefit  at  the  expense  of  a 
particular  State,  or  do  the  States  occa- 
sionaljy  Ijenefit  or  live  upon  each  other? 
\o;  we  have  been  taught  to  believe  fcv 
those  who  framed  the  Constitution  that  no 
one  State  can  benefit  at  the  expense  of 
another  State;  and  though  in  the  expendi- 
ture of  a  given  sum  one  State  may  benefit 
to  some  small  extent,  yet  in  the  long  nm 
it  will  be  found  that  there  will  be  very 
little  gained  by  one  State  at  the  expense  of 
another.  So  th.it  if  at  the  present  time 
the  Slates  aro  getting  back  from  the  Com- 
monwenlth  all  the  money  to  which  thev  are 
justiv  entitled,  less  the  one-fourth  share, 
what  have  they  to  complain  about?  It 
must  be  remembered  thalpis^iu^d^  that 
one- fourth  shareP'9 W  ^OittiWSJMth  is 
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really  the  SUtes,  just  as  the  States  are  the 
Conunonwealth.  The  States  fonn  one 
body.  If  we  take  n«»iey  out  of  one  pocket 
and  give  it  to  the  States  we  pay  it  into 
the  c^er  pocket,  and  vice  versd.  It  will 
be  found  that  the  States  are  not  lo8«s  in 
any  degree. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Yes,  they  are,  be- 
cause they  pay  a  good  deal  for  the  boc&- 
keeping. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— From  a  long 
experience  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  man  who  tries  to  save  money  by 
not  keeping  books  is  the  one  who  will  lose 
the  most. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — But  the  honorable 
member  will  see  that  under  the  other  sys- 
tem, it  would  not  be  necessary  to  the 

books. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  book- 
keeping system  is  prescribed  by  sections  93 
and  94  of  the  Ccmstitution,  but  as  soon  as 
the  CwnmOTiwealth  is  well  established,  and 
things  have  adjusted  themselves  in  every 
State,  it  can  be  dispensed  with.  In  the 
early  years  of  tiie  Commcmwealth  this  ma- 
chinery is  an  essential,  but  it  will  work 
itself  out  by  effluxion  of  time.  We  have 
incurred  the  expense,  and  it  will  not  be 
altered  in  the  slightest  degree  by  passing 
this  amendment,  because  those  provisions 
will  terminate  in  due  course.  It  seems  to 
me  that  there  is  not  much  in  the  proposal. 
I  believe  that  the  States  would  like  their 
goods  to  come  in  duty  free.  I  am  a  citizen 
of  a  State  just  as  I  am  a  citizen  of  the 
Commonwealth.  How  is  it  possible  for 
us  to  rob  ourselves? 

Mr.  Hedges. — ^The  other  States  rob  us 
more  in  the  other  way. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  see  what  is 
trcHibling  the  honorable  member's  mind. 
Some  States  think  that  they  are  being 
robbed  for  the  benefit  of  another  State  

Mr.  Hedges. — In  Western  Australia  the 
people  are  paying  19s.  per  head  as  com- 
pared with  9s.  per  bead  in  New  South 
Wales. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— But  it  will  be 
found  that  the  people  of  that  State  fancy 
that  thev  are  going  to  be  rc^bed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  others.  It  is  a  fallacy. 
The  CcmstitutiOTi  has  been  so  well  devised 
that  no  one  State  can  rob  the  others.  The 
honorable  member  has  interjected  that  the 
taxation  per  head  is  19s.  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia as  compared  with  9s.  in  New  South 
Wales.  Is  that  owing  to  the  Ctmstitution 
or  the  Tariff?  No.  It  is  because  the 
children  of  the  men  in  Western  Australia 


are  at  present  domknled  in  other  States. 
As  soon  as  they  join  their  parents  the 
latter  will  pay  exactly  the  same  amount  per 
head  as  is  being  paid  in  the  several  States. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS.  —  The  hc»iorabIe 
member's  point  is  that  Western  Australia 
is  using  imported  goods  for  public  works 
much  more  largely  than  are  the  other 
States. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  people  of 
Western  Australia  are  using  more  railway 
material  in  opening  up  their  territory,  and 
more  piping  in  the  running  of  water  into 
their  desert  and  for  reticulaticHi ;  they  are 
spending  enormous  sums  in  their  young 
a>untry;  but  does  the  hc»ior£U)le  m^ber 
for  Frmantle  suppose  that  die  other 
States  have  ceased  to  carry  out  public 
works  to  provide  for  their  peculation 
which  is  increasing  in  a  greater  ratio  than 
is  the  case  in  Western  Australia  ? 

Mr.  Hedges. — Not  in  pn^rtion  to 
the  populaticMi. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— We  have  only 
to  look  to  America. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Let  us  keep  to  Australia. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  want  to 
quote  a  parallel  case.  It  has  been  found 
in  America  that  young  colonies  will  double 
their  population  in  the  course  of  twenty- 
eight  years.  Sir  Henry  Parkes,  who 
looked  into  this  matter  some  years  ago, 
when  Federation  was  being  advocated,  laid 
it  down  that  Australia  was  repeating  the 
history  of  the  Colonies  which  now  form  the 
United  States  of  America.  Western  Aus- 
tralia made  a  little  spirt  the  other  day,  and 
is  doing  very  well  indeed,  but  there  is  no- 
thing to  lead  one  to  suppose  that  it  will 
continue  to  progress  at  .the  same  rate. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Yes,  there  is.  It  is  pro- 
gressing faster  than  are  the  other  States, 
and  in  the  right  direction. 

Mr.  HEXRY  WILLIS.— If  the  honor- 
able memlwr  went  to  Tasmania,  and  it  had 
a  little  spirt,  in  ratio  it  would  be  pro- 
gressing to  a  greater  extent  than  even  West- 
ern Australia.  It  is  merely  a  spirt  which 
is  taking  place  in  the  latter  State,  and 
those  who  have  gone  there  lately  have  lost 
their  heads  too  much  to  see  that  its  popu- 
lation is  onlv  a  handful  in  comparison  with 
the  population  in  the  other  States. 

Mr,  Hedges. — The  honorable  member  is 
giving  awav  his  case. 

Mr.  HEXRY  WILLIS.— The  other 
States  are  increasing  in  population  in  a 
greater  ratio. 

Mr.  JfcDouGALL. — Do  not  stir  up  the 
indignaticm  of  the  "  corner  "  party. 
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Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— One  gets  tired 
of  these  references  to  Western  Australia. 
No  one  is  better  pleased  to  see  that  State 
progress  than  are  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales.  The  people  of  Western  Australia 
are  spending  a  lot  of  money  cm  their  rail- 
ways, and  are  afraid  that  tlie  other  States 
may  get  that  money,  but  they  will  not  get 
-iny  portion  of  it.  Western  Australia  will 
still  get  back  its  three-fourths  share  of  the 
CustcMns  and  Excise  revenue.  A  ^■ery  large 
proportion  of  it  will  go  back  to  the  State 
m  ocMmexion  with  the  wOTklng  of  the  new 
services  and  also  the  transferred  services. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Which  have  not  yet  been 
jiaid  for. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I.et  the  hon- 
orable member  remember  that  those  ser- 
vices have  to  be  paid  for  here,  and  that 
there  is  left  a  small  balance.  The  sense  of 
justice  which  prevails  in  the  States  will 
insure  that  Western  Australia  is  not  rt^bed 
of  one  penny.  Of  the  _;^5, 000,000  which 
it  is  proposed  to  spend  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia on  a  railway,  and  about  which  tlie 
lionorable  member  is  so  much  alarmed,  the 
people  of  New  South  Wales  will  pay  one- 
third,  but  I  am  not  making  any  comjjlaint 
on  that  score.  Western  Australia  will  con- 
tribute a  mere  bagatelle  towards  that  ex- 
penditure. Yet  the  honorable  member  is 
afraid  lest  New  South  Wales  may  get 
some  of  the  money.  Why  are  we  not 
afraid  of  Western  Australia  getting  some 
of  the  money  ?  Because  we  have  suflScient 
common -sense  to  know-  that  it  could  not 
possibly  get  any  of  it.  If  it  were  going 
to  get  our  money,  there  would  very  soon 
1)6  a  reshuffling  of  the  cards.  We  would 
very  soon  get  tired  of  the  union  if  we 
thought  that  Western  Australia  was  going 
to  fatten  on  our  millions.  However,  I  do 
not  think  that  there  is  much  in  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Hedges. — I  do  not  think  that  there 
is.  either. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  discussion 
M  ill  have  done  no  harm. 

Mr.  King  O'Mai.ley. — But  the  honor- 
able member  is  opposed  to  the  proposal. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Yes;  because 
I  do  not  see  that  it  is  necessary.  The 
•Uscussion  has  thrown  light  on  many  mat- 
ters. Even  the  honorable  member  for  Fre- 
mantie  has  undergone  a  change.  Now  that 
he  finds  that  Western  Australia  will  deri\'e 
a  benefit  from  the  large  contributicMi  of 
New  South  Wales  to  the  ^5,000,000  to  be 
spent  on  a  railway,  he  begins  to  think 


that  there  is  likely  to  be  some  advantage 

to  his  State. 

Mr.  Hedges. — The  honorable  member 
does  not  know  what  the  Government  intend 
to  do. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  know  that 
they  have  undertaken  to  spend  ;^2o,ooo 
on  the  survey  of  a  railway  from  Fort  Au- 
gusta to  KalgoorUe,  but  I  predict  that  it 
will  cost  ;^so,ooo. 

Mr.  Thomas  Bkown. — And  Western 
Australia  expects  the  other  States  to  build 
the  railway,  and  New  South  Wales  to  con- 
tribute a  third  of  the  cost. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  railway  is 
estimated  to  cost  ;^5, 000,000,  but  I  believe 
that  it  will  have  cost  twice  that  sum  bv 
the  time  they  have  made  provisicxi  for 
water  alcmg  the  rtMite.  I  have  not  yet  said 
that  I  intend  to  give  Western  Australia  an 
opportunity  to  handle  the  expenditure  of 
those  millions,  but  when  the  States  agree 
to  ^ive  New  South  Wales  the  Federal 
Capital  I  shall  think  about  this  proposal 
to  construct  a  transoxitinental  railwav.  I 
do  not  think  th^  it  will  receive  any'  con- 
sideration from  me  until  the  other  State*; 
have  completed  their  part  of  the  corapacr 
in  the  Constituticxi.  This  discussion  will 
have  done  some  good,  but  no  harm  can  ac- 
crue if  the  amendment  is  withdrawn. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [8.29! 
— I  am  very  pleased  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Brisbane  has  decided  to  nsk 
leave  to  withdraw  his  amendment.  I  belit* ve 
that  it  is  a  very  wise  decision  on  his  part, 
and,  white  the  hanonU>le  member  for  Angas 
is  at  liberty  to  have  his  prcqxiBal  on  lecord. 
I  do  not  think  that  he  put  the  position 
exactly  as  it  stands.  It  is  true,  as  he  has 
said,  that  in  collecting  duty  on  railway 
material  impcffted  by  a  State,  we  may 
diminish  the  amount  it  will  receive  in  re- 
spect of  anv  loan.  But  it  is  et^uallv 
true — and  this  is  the  point  that  I  desire  to 
emphasize — that  if  we  had  a  free-trade 
Government  in  power  in  any  State  it  could 
readily  destroy  the  protective  effect  of  the 
Tariff  upon  many  our  industries  if  its 
Imports  were  exempt  from  duty. 

Mr.  Batchelok. — Why  assume  that  a 
State  would  abuse  this  pqircr? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Let  me  Ulustnte 
my  point.  The  honorable  member  is  aware 
that  all  the  pipes  required  for  the  water- 
works of  the  States  are  now  being  made  10 
the  Government  wo^hops  at  Adelaide; 
but  that  not  long  ago  we  had  in  power 
there  a  Goi'emment  which,  instead  ci  ob- 
taining   its   supplies   locally,  inqxirted 
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pipes,  not  only  from  Great  Britain,  but 
also  from  Germany.  The  consequence  was 
that  a  large  number  of  men  were  thrown 
out  of  employment,  and  as  their  purchas- 
ing power  was  thereby  dinunisfaed,  the  re- 
venue suffered.  Thus,  if  we  allowed  the 
States  to  import  goods  free  of  3uty,  they 
could  not  only  destroy  local  industries  if 
they  desired  to  do  so,  but  diminish  the  le- 
\enue  of  the  CiMnmonwealth. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — We  were  malting 
water  pipes  at  the  Government  workshops 
in  South  Australia  before  Federati<»i. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— But,  as  the  hon- 
orable member  is  aware,  a  fonner  South 
Australian  Government  actually  imported 
pipes  that  could  have  been  made  in  the 
State.  If  we  granted  this  exemption, 
what  would  be  our  position  if  we  had  in 
any  of  the  States  such  a  Premier  as  the 
ex-Premier  of  New  South  Wales,  Mr. 
Carruthers,  who  had  no  sympathy  with  the 
Federation?  So  far  as  I  am  aware,  the 
Premier  of  South  Australia  is  the  only 
leader  of  a  State  Government  who  has  any 
real  sympathy  with  the  Fed«^tion. 

Mr.  McWzLUAUS. — That  is  a  mere  as- 
sumption. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Has  not  the  Go- 
vernment of  Tasmania  been  constantly 
girding  at  the  Federation,  and  axnplain- 
ing  of  its  injurious  effects  ufxxi  that  State? 
It  is  possible  that  we  may  have  a  iv- 
actkmuy  Gov^nnent  in  power  in  any  of 
the  States,  and  if  we  granted  this  eiKmp- 
tion  there  would  be  nothing  to  prevent  it 
from  importing  millions  of  pounds  wcMrth 
of  material  from  Great  Britain,  and  pro- 
bably from  Germany,  Belgium,  and 
Japan,  with  the  result  that  local  industries 
would  be  injured,  and  the  Ccnnmon- 
wealth  revenue  diminished.  The  aemp- 
tion  of  State  imports  would  give  a  free- 
trade  Government  a  splendid  opportunity 
to  destroy  the  effects  erf  the  Tariff.  In 
mv  opinion,  we  (Hight  not  to  exempt  them. 
It  would  be  dangerous,  and  might  work 
injury  to  local  industries  as  well  as  to  the 
revenue  of  the  CommcHiwealth. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS  (Franklin)  [8.38]. 
— If  proof  were  needed  that  the  Com* 
mittee  is  not  in  a  suitable  frame  of  mind 
to  discuss  so  important  a  proposal  as  this 
is,  it  would  be  found  in  the  speech  just 
delivered  by  the  honorable  manber  for 
Hindmarsh.  His  mind  is  so  impregnated 
with  the  fiscalism  that  we  have  been  dis- 
russing  for  the  last  few  weeks  that  he 
has  altogether  lost  sight  of  die  main  fea- 


ture of  this  questicxi,  which  relates  not  to 
fiscalism,  but  to  constituticMialism. 

Sir  William  Lvni. — It  is  a  question  of 
fiscalism. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  was  at  a  loss 
to  understand  the  teat  with  which  the 
Treasurer  last  night  received  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  the  honorable  member  for 

Brisbane.  .  He  declared  that  if  it  were 
carried  it  would  mean  the  destruction  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — I  said  it  would  be 
the  first  step  towards  disintegntti<xi. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  would  remind 
honorable  members  that  the  Government 
have  succeeded  in  passing  a  Bill  which  is 
practically  on  all-fours  with  the  proposal 
embodied  in  the  amendment.  If  there  is 
one  section  in  the  C<mstitution  which  is  put 
in  plain  English  it  is  section  114,  which 
provides  that — . 

A  Slate  shall  not,  without  the  consent  of  the 
Parliament  .  .  impose  any  tax  on  pro|>crty 
of  any  kind  belonfpng  to  the  Commoowealtb, 
nor  ^all  the  Commonwealth  impose  any  tax  on 
property  of  any  kind  belonging  to  a  State. 

Mr.  Watson. — If  it  is  so  clear  there  is 
no  need  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— In  a  case  based  00 
this  section  the  High  Court  has  recently 
given  a  decision,  which  it  had  practically 
to  read  into  the  Cmistitution  from  pre- 
cedents obtained  elsewhere.  The  Prime 
Minister  and  the  Treasurer  felt  so  strongly 
on  this  questicxi  that  they  held  that  the 
States  had  no  power  to  tax  the  income  of 
a  Commonwealth  t^Scet,  and  with  a  desire 
to  uphold  the  C(»istitution  they  refused  to 
pay  ioonne  tax  in  order  that  the  questiixt 
might  be  tested. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — That  section  of  the 
Constitutiwi  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
matter. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— The  Prime.  Min- 
ister, in  discussing  the  question,  directed 
special  attention  to  the  pow^  of  the  States 
to  tax  the  CcnnnxHiwealth  and  the  power 
of  the  Commonwealth  to  tax  a  State.  He 
foimded  his  contention  on  the  celebrated 
Marylands  case,  and  urged  that  if  the 
Commonwealth  had  power  to  tax  a  State 
or  z-ice  versa,  the  one,  bv  carrying  that 
power  to  extremes,  might  absolutely  crush 
the  other  out  of  existence.  The  Prime 
Minister  urged  that  if  a  State  had  power 
to  tax  the  inccMnes  of  servants  of  the  Com- 
monwealth it  might  tax  them  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  a 
Federal  officer  to  live  witte'ti^ts^teferitorv. 
Let  us  consider  t^^'^^¥0^i'sMfl<8i®r^.*^  if 
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the  Commonwealth  had  power  to  tax  the 
material  imported  bv  a  State  it  would 
have  equal  power  imder  the  Exdise  Act  to 
tax  the  material  made  in  a  State,  and  by 
the  extreme  exercise  of  that  power  it  might 
so  tax  impcHted  and  locally-made  railway 
material  as  to  compel  the  States  against 
their  will  to  surrender  their  railways  to 
the  Commonwealth.  The  system  of 
linance  that  we  are  adopting  in  this  con- 
nexion is  the  most  rotten  that  has  ever 
lioen  known  in  Australia.  We  are  taking 
the  loan  moneys  of  the  States  for  Com' 
nionwealth  revenue  purposes. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^We  are  not  taking  it. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  am  surprised 
that  the  honorable  member  should  adopt 
that  view. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  statement  has  been 
made  over  and  over  again,  but  it  will  not 
bjar  examination. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— What  is  the  peti- 
tion if  we  collect  duty  cm,  say,  steel  rails 
imported  by  a  State,  and  purchased  out 
<.f  loan  moneys?  It  is  true  that  we  re- 
turn to  the  States  75  per  cent,  of  the  re- 
venue so  obtained,  and  that  they  can 
tither  use  it  as  current  revenue  or  pay  it 
into  a  trust  account  for  the  redemptuxi  of 
their  loans  

Mr.  Watson. — Whidi  not  one  of  them 
has  done. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS— With  that  we 
have  nothing  whatever  to  do.  The  point 
I  make  is  that  25  per  cent,  is  retained  by 
the  Commonwealth  Government,  and  used 
every  year  to  meet  currwit  expenditure. 

Mr.  Mathews.— To  finance  the  Depart- 
ments previously  administered  by  the 
States. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— It  might  be  de- 
voted to  the  best  possible  purposes,  but  I 
still  sav  that  no  system  of  finance  was  ever 
introduced  by  any  Government  in  Australia 
uhich  was  so  absolutely  rotten  in  its  funda- 
mental principles  as  that  which  treats  bor- 
rowed money  as  current  revenue. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— We  do  not  take  the 
moiie\'.    The  States  give  it  to  us. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— They  pay  it  out 
of  loans,  and  we  take  it  at  the  Customs 

House. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — They  should  pay  it 
out  of  re\'enue,  and  if  they  do  not,  that 
is  their  look  out. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— Does  the  honor- 
able member  seriously  contend  that  when 
le  States  hara  adopted  the  policy  of  de- 


fraying the  cost  of  public  works  from  bor- 
rowed money  we  have  any  right  to  say, 
"  It  was  wrong  for  you  to  bixnnr  this 
money,  and  beoiuse  you  have  bcMrowed  it 
we  will  commit  the  far  greater  wrong  cf 
taking  one-fourth  to  meet  die  current 
expenditure  of  the  Commonwealth?  " 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Why  debate  the 
matter  at  length  when  the  amendment  is 
going  to  be  withdrawn? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— It  is  most  un- 
fortunate that  the  discussion  of  this  ques- 
tion, which  is  the  most  important  that  has 
come  before  the  Commonwealth  Parliament 
this  session,  should  have  been  delayed  until 
this  period  of  the  session.  I  wish  to  say 
on  behalf  of  the  hcaiorable  member  foe 
'Brisbane  that  that  is  not  his  fault,  since 
it  must  now  be  over  two  numths  since  the 
honorable  member  gave  notice  of  his 
amendment.  As  one  who  entirely  approves 
of  the  principle  contained  in  the  am^- 
ment,  I  am  bound  to  confess  that  I  think 
it  would  be  a  mistake  to  press  it  to  a  din- 
sion  to-night.  I  wish  merely  that  it  shwild 
be  clearly  understood  that  I  am  thoroughlv 
in  accord  with  the  principle  of  the  amend- 
ment, and  whether  it  is  pressed  to  a  divi- 
sion to-night,  or  the  question  is  d»lt  with 
next  session,  I  shall  give  it  my  hearty  sap- 
port. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare)  [8.48]- 
—I  do  not  prt^xne  to  debate  the  question 
at  any  great  length. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^The  amendment  is  going 
to  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— That  is  the 
very  reason  why  I  wish  to  sav  a  word  cr 
two.  With  the  c^ject  of  moulding  public 
opinion  in  a  certain  way.  some  honorable 
members  put  motiwis  wi  the  business-paper 
on  which  they  do  not  seriouslv  propose  to 
test  the  feeline  of  the  Housed  I  wish  to 
say,  first  of  all,  that  the  Committee  nwl 
pay  no  attention  to  the  constitutional 
aspect  of  the  question,  unce  this  Parlia- 
ment is  neither  the  custodian  nor  the  inter- 
preter of  the  Constittition.  We  should,  in 
our  own  interests,  be  careful  that  we  do 
not  infrin^  the  Drovisioms  of  the  Consti- 
tutifMi.  hut  it  is  for  the  Hieh  Court  to  in- 
terpret it.  and  to  sav  whether  this  or  that 
legislative  nrovision  is  unconstitutional- 
The  Hitth  Court  has  been  apoealed  to  in 
connexion  with  the  matter  which  we  jit*- 
now  di.scussing,  and  anv  IfeisIatJon  whW» 
we  nass  will  have  no  effect  if  in  the  omnion 
of  the  Hieh  Court  it  is  imconstitiitiona]. 

dealt 'with  the^f^i^^^l^^^!^ 
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after  a  decision  rai  the  subject  bad  been 
given  by  the  High  Court 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— It  is  still 
open  to  question  whether  this  Parliament 
had  the  power  t<f  waive  certain  rights  in 
that  ccmnexion. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — If  the  decision  of 
the  High  Court  were  that  the  CcMiimon- 
wealth  could  not  tax  States  imports  this 
Parliament  might  still  pass  the  otempticai 
pr(^x>sed. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— It  might, 
but  it  would  not  be  worth  the  paper  on 

which  it  was  written.  In  just  the  same 
way  if  we  pass  a  Tariff  Act  imposing 
taxation  on  States  imports  that  provision 
will  not  be  worth  the  paper  on  which  it 
is  written  if  the  High  Court  decides  that 
it  is  unconstitutional.  In  my  opinion  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  to  make  the  Federal  Legis- 
lature supreme  within  its  own  domain.  In 
order  to  bring  about  a  Federation,  that 
would  be  suratantial  wd  oiduring  they 
decided  to  withdraw  the  whc^e  of  the 
power  to  impose  Excise  and  Customs  taxa- 
tion from  the  Parliaments  of  the  States, 
and  place  it  in  the  custody  of  the  Federal 
Parliament.  The  reason  is  apparent.  A 
concrete  instance  as  to  what  might  happen 
has  recently  arisen  in  the  State  of  New 
South  Wales,  Until  quite  recently  the 
Government  of  that  State  paid  duty  on 
States  imports,  under  protest  it  is  true, 
but  only  the  other  day  they  made  a  de- 
monstration against  the  Federation  in  this 
particular  matter.  They  did  not  take  a 
stand  against  the  payment  of  duty  on  iron 
rails  or  the  one-hundred-and-one  materials 
imported  for  State  purpose,  but  against 
the  payment  of  duty  on  wire  netting  im- 
ported for  the  purpose  of  distribution  to 
private  land-holders.  That  is  a  concrete 
example  of  the  difficulties  which  would 
confront  the  Federation  if  the  amendment 
were  carried,  and  if  the  High  Court  were 
to  decide  that  States  imports  are  exempt 
from  CustCHns  and  Excise  taxation. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — The  wire  netting  re- 
ferred to  would  not  be  exempt  under  my 
amendment. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  am  not  so 
sure  that  it  would  not.  The  late  Premier 
of  New  South  Wales  held  that  it  was  ex- 
empt under  the  Constitution. 

Colonel  FoxTON.— That  is  a  totally 
different  thing. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— He  pro- 
posed  to    test  the  question.      The  wire 


netting  was  indented  and  imported  by  the 
State  just  as  truly  as  ajxy  other  material 
required  for  State  purposk. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — ^The  amendment  refers 
to  materials  imported  for  the  public  wcvks 
and  services  of  a  State. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— How  are 
we  going  to  identify  goods  imported  by  a 
State  for  public  purposes^  A  State  Go- 
vernment might  import  wire  netting  for 
the  purpose  of  re-&ale  to  private  land- 
holders. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — That  would  not  be 
for  the  public  works  or  services  of  the 
State. 

Mr.  Watson. — Suppose  a  State  Govern- 
ment decided  to  wire-net  land  before  they 
threw  it  open  to  selectors? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— The  honor- 
able member  for  South  Svdnev  has  shown 
how  impossible  it  would  be  to  define  States 
imports.  Assuming  that  one  of  the  States 
was  controlled  by  the  Socialist  Partv, 
about  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Brisbane  seemed  to  be  so  much  concerned 
at  the  time  of  his  election,  and  the 
Socialist  Government,  in  the  name  of  the 
whole  people,  undertook  the  importation 
and  distributioi  of  all  articles  required  for 
general  consumption,  the  fact  that  they 
would  be  able  under  the  amendment  to 
claim  that  those  importations  should  be 
exempt  frcMn  taxation  shows  the  absurdifv 
of  the  whole  proposal.  I  venture  to  sav 
that  the  man  who,  inside  or  outside  of  this 
Parliament,  wishes  to  stand  by  the  Au.<!- 
tralian  Federation  must  oppose  a  proposat 
of  this  kind,  because  it  is  fraught  with  the 
greatest  possibilities  of  danger  to  the 
stabilitv  and  endurance  of  a  satisfactory 
Federation  of  anv  kind. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [8.53]— 
At  this  stage  of  the  sessicm,  if  an  oppor- 
tunity had  presented  itself  to  give  a  silent 
vote  on  the  amendment,  I  should  have 
adopted  that  course.  I  understand  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Brisbane  does 
not  intend  to  press  his  amendment  to  a 
division,  and  I  shall,  therefore,  have  no 
opportunity  to  record  a  vote  on  this  mw- 
mentous  question. 

>[r.  Chanter. — It  will  come  up  again. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.—I  do  not  think  it 
will  come  up  for  discussion  again  in  a 
Tariff.  I  content  myself,  in  the  circum- 
stances, with  saying  that,  for  the  reasons 
I  gave  in  speaking  on  the  Budget,  I  am 
in  faTOur  of  the  amendment,  as  proposed 
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«vils  that  have  been  prophesied  should  the 
amendment  be  agreed  to.  In  my  opinion, 
they  are  based  upon  an  assumption  that 
the  States  would  deliberately  set  to  work 
to  thwart  the  object  we  had  in  view  in 
passing  a  Tariff. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Have  we  not  had  an 
example  of  what  a  State  Government  might 
do? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  do  not  know 
that  Ave-  have  had  such  an  example.  The 
matter  to  which  the  honorable  member 
refers  was  only  a  passing  incident.  The 
concession  to  the  States  which  the  amend- 
ment would  involve  would  amount  to  very 
little  so  far  as  the  Canrntxi wealth  is  OHi- 
cemed,  and  it  would  be  worth  our  while 
to  make  it  if  by  doing  so  we  mig^t  hope 
to  allay  the  friction,  which  is  known 
to  exist,  between  the  States  and  Com- 
monwealth, but  which  I  do  not  admit 
is  justified.  I  shall  not  discuss  the  ques- 
tion further,  I  have  already  placed  my 
y'\e\\%  on  record,  and  am  prepared  to  let 
the  matter  ga 

Colonel  FOXTON  (Brisbane)  [8.58].— 
I  do  not  propose  to  reply  to  any  of  the 
arguments  advanoed  against  the  amend- 
ment which  I  moved  at  a  quarter  past  5 
o'clock  this  morning.  It  is  unfortunate 
that  a  questi<»i  of  so  much  importance 
should  necessarily  have  had  to  be  brought 
on  for  discussion  in  dealing  with  the  Tariff 
at  such  a  very  critical  period  of  the  ses- 
sion. I  recognise  that  it  would  require 
two  or  three  days'  discussicMi  to  do  it  jus- 
tice, and  we  know  that  it  is  not  prac- 
ticable to  devote  that  time  to  the  conside- 
ration of  the  matter  now.  I  said,  in  mov- 
ing the  amendment,  that,  for  the  reasons  I 
have  already  mentioned,  I  scarcely  expected 
ii>  be  able  to  carry  it  at  this  period  of 
the  session.  Thore  is  a  good  deal 
1  might  have  said  at  tlie  'time, 
and  cou I d  sav  now ,  in  support  of  it , 
and  in  reply  to  the  arguments  which  have 
been  u.sed  against  the  amendment.  But  I 
do  not  intend  to  do  sa  I  fully  accept 
the  principle  embodied  in  the  anwndment 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Angas,  and 
would  have  voted  clieerfullv  for  it  as  part 
of  my  amendment.  But,  as  has  been  in- 
timated bv  several  speakers,  I  have  agreed, 
under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
situation,  and  with  a  ^-iew  to  facilitate 
the  rapid  dispersal  of  honorable  members 
to  the  homes  which  thev  are  90  anxious 
to  reach,  to  withdraw  the  amendment, 
^ndments.  by  leave,  withdrawn, 
agreed  to. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Tiea- 
super)  [9.3].— I  ask  the  Committee  to  au- 
thorize the  Chainnan,  before  reporting  the 
resolution  to  the  House,  to  make  the  for- 
mal amendments  in  the  Tariff  which  are 
set  out  in  a  schedule  which  has  bem  du- 
tributed.  These  amendments  in  no  way 
alter  the  determinations  arrived  at  by  the 
C<Hnmittee ;  they  merely  correct  aroa 
which  have  accidentally  occurred. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — Has  the  Trea- 
surer dealt  with  the  questitm  affecting  the 
specific  duty  on  pianos,  which  was  disoassed 
yesterdav  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— Ye«.  That 
was  dealt  with  at  the  time.  I  take  this 
opportunity  to  announce  that  I  have  been 
aske*  1  by  a  large  number  of  honorable 
members  not  to  agree  to  the  reoommittaJ  of 
items,  and  I  shall  resist  any  recommittal 
at  this  stage.  What  I  am  asking  the  Com- 
mittee to  authorize  the  Chairman  to  do  is 
a  very  simple  thing,  and  in  New  Sooth 
Wales  would  be  done  by  a  Chairman  with- 
out special  authority  of  this  kind.  I  think 
that  our  Chairman  is  supersensitive  in  ask- 
ing fcH*  this  authority.  If  I  were  in  bis 
place  I  should  be  quite  ready  to  take  die 
responsibility  of  making  necessary  clerical 
amendments. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatti) 
[9.6]. — I  offer  no  objection  to  the  ccmne 
proposed  to  be  taken.  As  the  Treasurer 
says,  in  many  Parliaments  mere  clerical 
amendments  are  made  by  the  presiding  offi- 
cers without  special  authority.  I  see  no- 
thing in  the  schedule  beycmd  corrections 
of  ^vious  mistakes  and  inaccuracies.  I 
understand  that  it  has  ben  prepared  by  ^ 
clerks  of  the  House: 

Sir  WiLLiAH  Lynb. — ^And  the  depart- 
mental officers. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— Whoever  may 
have  helped  them,  the  clerks  are  respon- 
sible for  it,  and  I  am  prepared  to  trust 
their  judgment  in  matters  of  this  kind. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [9.8].— 
There  is  not  in  the  Tariff  a  definitioo  of 
' '  goods  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  the 
United  Kingdom." 

Sir  William  Lyme.— Those  words  will 
be  defined  in  the  Bill. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  w.is  going  to 
suggest  that  they  be  defined.  That  is 
necessary  to  prevent  litigation  and  disputes. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [9.10].— The  hon- 
orable member  for  Parramatta  neglected  to 
congratulate  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  upon  your 
conscientiousness,  which  furnishes  an 
example  which  the  presiding  officers  of  the 
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State  Parliaments  might  copy.  Many  of 
the  mistakes  which  have  occurred  have  been 
due  to,  not  your  want  of  vigilance,  bat  the 
brutal  way  in  whidi  the  Govwnment  have 
kept  us  sitting  for  l<mg  hours  at  a  stretch. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  understand  that 
it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Committee  that 
I  make  the  alterations  indicated  in  the 
schedule  which  has  been  referred  ta 

Honorable  Members. — ^Yes. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [9-12]. 
— I  wish  to  say  that  it  seems  to  me  an 
unwise  decisimi  on  the  part  of  the  Trea- 
surer to  determine  not  to  recwnmit  any 
item.  There  are  one  or  two  distinct  antmia- 
lies  which  will  create  injustice,  and  should 
therefore  be  lonedied. 

Postponed    item    152.    Strippet  Han-esters, 

r;ich,  ;^i6. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Cahire) 
[9-^3]- — The  duty  on  stripper  harvesters 
was  discussed  at  length  last  Parliament. 
I  contributed  to  that  discussion,  and,  if 
I  can,  wish  to  avoid  the  delay  which  would 
be  occasioned  by  speaking  upcm  it  at  length 
again  to-night.  I  interpret  the  verdict  of 
thie  pep^  at  the  last  elections  in  favour  of 
the  decision  arrived  at  by  the  last  Parlia- 
ment, and  therefore  T  intend  to  mbve  that 
the  proposed  duty  be  reduced  frwn  j£_\6  to 
j£,i2,  the  rate  then  fixed.  If  the  Trea- 
surer will  agree  to  that,  I  shall  not  discuss 
the  matter  further;  but,  if  he  will  not,  I 
must,  in  the  interests  of'  my  constituents, 
place  their  case  fairly  before  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Why  make  the  duty 
as  much  as  J[^\2  ?  It  was  increased  by  the 
last  Parliament  from  £fi  to  £,12  under 
conditions  which  have  never  been  carried 
out 

Mr.  THOMAS  .BROWN.— That  is 
true ;  though  there  are  reasons  which  might 
be  offered  as  an  excuse  for  not  carrying 
out  those  conditions,  and  the  Government 
say  that  they  intend  to  see  that  they  are 
carried  out.  If  the  Treasurer  will  consent 
to  the  reduction,  and  allow  the  duty  to 
stand  as  it  was  before,  this  very  debatable 
question  can  be  disposed  of  at  once,  and 
we  can  pass  to  the  cortsideration  of  other 
subjects  which  invite  urgent  attenticm.  If 
00  the  other  hand  the  Treasurer  intends  to 
fight  for  a  speciiic  duty  of  £,16,  we  who 
are  opposed  to  that  must  join  issue  with 
him.  I  should  like  to  hear  what  he  in- 
tends to  do. 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne. — I  cannot  be  forced 
into  making  a  statemoit  just  now. 


Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Then  I  shall 
address  myself  to  the  main  question.  I 
hope  that  during  the  debate  the  Treasurer 
will  consider  the  matter.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  if  he  finds  that  the  numbers  are  against 
him,  as  I  hope  he  will,  the  debate  will  be 
terminated.  There  are  several  interests 
at  stake,  each  of  which  is  important,  and 
entitled  to  fair  condd»ation.  But  ntxie 
of  them  should  be  bolstered  up  at  tiie  sacri- 
fice of  the  others.  The  first  interest 
affected  is  that  of  the  manufacturers.  It 
is  so  substantial  that  they  have  made  them- 
selves heard  in  the  press,  before  the  Tariff 
Commission,  and  by  representations-  in  this 
Chamber.  The  Commissiffli,  after  its  in- 
quiry last  year,  reported  the  number  of 
manufacturers  in  the  Commonwealth  to  be 
twenty-four.  Mr.  McKay  in  a  letter  to- 
the  press  to-day  places  the  number  at  thirt\ , 
so  that  apparently  there  has  been  an  in- 
crease of  six  in  the  meanwhile.  Accepting 
his  statement  as  accurate,  there  are  thirty 
firms,  large  and  small,  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  stripper  harvesters  in  the 
Commonwealth.  There  are  several  largr 
factories,  of  which  that  at  Sunshine  is  the 
largest,  and  there  are  a  number  of  small 
<»es  in  country  centres.  I  believe  there  is 
one  in  the  Treasurer's  electorate.  TTie 
next  big  interest  involved  is  that  of  the 
emploves.  The  Commission  stated  their 
number,  based  on  CogKlan's  statistics,  at 
1,800.  Mr.  McKay  in  his  evidence  put 
the  total  at  2,000.  I  am  prepared  to  as- 
sume that  there  are  2,000  hands  employed 
in  the  production  of  stripper  harvesters. 
The  third  interest  is  that  of  the  coisumers, 
whom  it  would  not  be  wise  for  the  Com- 
mittee to  ignore,  for  if  there  were  no  users 
ot  the  machines  the  interests  of  manufac- 
turers and  employes  would  at  once  disap- 
pear. According  to  the  latest  statistics, 
the  total  number  of  farmers  in  the  Com- 
monwealth is  from  250,000  to  270,000,  but 
a  coistderable  ntunber  of  them  do  not  use 
harvesters.  Their  use  is  confined  to  the 
wheat-growing  interests,  and  is  also  affected 
by  climatic  concUtions  and  the  nearness  of 
railway  commtinicaticm.  In  the  damper 
climes,  and  in  places  with  ready  access  to 
railways,  the  farmer  finds  that  it  pays  him 
10  save  his  straw,  and  so  he  uses  other 
methods  of  harvesting.  Harvesters  are 
used  in  drier  parts  and  in  more  isolated 
places  where  the  straw  is  not  of  so  much 
value.  The  great  trouble  which  the  manu- 
facturing interest  has  to^face  is  the  con- 
petition  of  impoilaifioAby  heard 
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a  good  deal  about  American  machinery 
manufacturing  ctMiibines,  and  in  the  last 
Parliament  there  was  a  scare  as  to  the  al- 
leged large  dumping  contemplated  by  them 
in  the  Comm<»iwealth.  It  was  said  that 
they  were  actively  engaged  in  preparing 
large  shipments  for  sale  here  so  cheaoly 
and  on  such  easy  terms  that  those  engaged 
in  agriculture  would  be  tempted  to  buv  their 
machines  in  preference  to  the  local  article, 
and  that  as  the  result  the  Australian  manu- 
facturer would  be  completely  crushed  out, 
and  the  importers  would  control  the  trade 
in  the  Commonwealth.  But  how  far  do 
statistics  show  that  the  local  manufacturing 
interest  has  suffered  from  outside  competi- 
tion? In  1905,  1,730  machines  were  im- 
ported, of  which  no  fewer  than  1,000  came 
from  Canada.  During  the  same  year  we 
exported  418  machines.  I  have  not  the 
figures  for  1906,  as  there  seems  to  have 
be^  a  difficulty  in  obtaining  them.  But 
frcnn  statements  made  during  the  investiga- 
tions last  year  it  appears  that  484  machines 
were  exported  in  the  first  six  months.  The 
Minister  to-day  laid  upon  the  table  a  return 
covering  the  period  from  ist  January  to 
30th  November  of  this  year,  so  that  it  is 
practically  up  to  date.  It  shows  that  the 
total  imports  for  the  first  eleven  months  of 
this  year  amounted  to  708  machines,  and 
that  we  exported  loi.  I  tried  to  ascer- 
tain the  nimiber  manufactured  here,  but  the 
Minister  had  to  ctmfess  that  he  had  been 
unable  up  to  the  present  to  obtain  the  in- 
formation. The  onlv  return  of  that  kind 
in  the  report  comes  from  South  Australia, 
where  153  machines  were  manufactured  for 
the  eleven  months.  The  figures  I  have 
quoted  do  not  indicate  any  very  serious  com- 
petition by  outside  manufacturers.  They 
rather  show  that  owing  to  the  heavy  dis- 
couragement imposed  by  the  Tariff  udc«i 
the  importati<m  of  harvesters,  the  number 
imported  has  fallen  off  by  over  1,000 
since  1905.  It  is  hardly  likelv  that  dur- 
ing this  month  over  1,000  machines  will  be 
brought  in.  A  new  ground  of  objection 
is  being  taken  to  a  reducticm  of  the  duty. 
The  House  was  informed  when  the  first 
Tariff  was  brought  down  that  McKay  and 
Company  had  expressed  themselves  satis- 
fied with  a  specific  duty  of  /"ji^  per  ma- 
chine as  a  sufficient  embargo  against  imoor- 
tation.  Since  then  Parliament,  on  the  in- 
vitation of  the  Minister,  has  agreed  to  a 
specific  duty  of  ^£12  per  machine.  Mr.  H. 
V.  McKay,  in  a  letter  in  both  to-dav's 
>rellx>ume  pai»ers,  claims  that  the  ron- 
tlitions  attached  to  the  new  Excise  regula- 
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tions  place  his  ccxnpany  at  a  disadvantage. 
He  states  the  position  of  his  company  as 
follows — 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Age, 

Sir, — As  the  harvester  dulits  will  apparently 
be  dealt  with  at  an  earlv  date,  I  wish  to  point 
out  a  few  of  the  losses  inBicted  on  the  imple- 
ment makers  of  Australia  by  the  1906  legisla- 
tion,  which  was  said  to   be    for   their  benefit. 
Tak<  my  own  case,  for  instance.      The  price  of 
harvesters  has  been   reduced   to   the  extent  of 
£.30  each.      My  wages  bill  has  been  raised  more 
than  ;^5,ooo  per  year,  and  my  total  cost  of  raw 
material    has    recently    advanced    more  than 
;£io,ooo  per  year  on  an  aveia^  turnover.  To 
put   it  briefly,   the  following  figures  show  the 
loss  inflicted  in  one  line  alone  in  a  normal  year 
On  the  Sunshine  Harvester  Works  by  Parliament 
reducing  the  sellinj;  price  of  the  machines,  and 
by  failing  to  allow  for  an  increase  of  the  sell- 
ing price  in  accordance  with  the  cost  of  raw 
material  and  the  increase  in  the  wages  : — 
Loss  by  Governmeat  reduction  of  price 

on  a,ooo  machines  at  /"ao  each      ...  j^40,ooo 
Increase  of  cost  through  advance  in  raw 

material  ...  ...  ...  to,ooo 

Increase  in  wages  through  Federal  Ar- 
bitration Court  decisicn     ■.■         ...  5,000 


Total  annual  loss  inflicted  ...  .^55,000 

And  this  does  not  include  the  tot.il  loss  inflicted 
on  the  Sunshine  Harvester  Works,  where  many 
varieties  of  agricultural  implements  are  manu- 
f.'\ctured  .besides  harvesters,  and  the  lois,  as 
shown  above,  is  a  larger  sum  by  many  thou- 
sands of  pounds  than  the  total  profit  ever  made 
by  me  in  my  most  prosperous  year. 

The  above  loss  refers  to  the  Sunshine  Harves- 
ter Works  alone,  and  bears  as  heavily  in  propor- 
tion on  Tfi  other  manufactures  of  implements  in 
Australia.  In  order  to  permit  of  wages  being 
paid  on  Mr.  Justice  Higgins'  scale,  the  market 
would  have  to  Le  secured  to  the  Australian 
manufacturers.  The  present  cost  of  selling  in 
competition  with  foreign  trusts  is  very  heavy, 
and  would  be  saved  bv  an  effective  Tariff  of 
/25  per  harvester,  as  proposed  by  the  manufac- 
turers before  the  Tariff  Commission. — Yours, 
&c., 

H.  V.  McKat. 

nth  December. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  firm  estimates  that 
under  the  legislation  designed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  helping  the  industry,  and  at  the 
same  time  securing  reasonable  wages  for 
the  workmen,  and  preventing  undue  charges 
to  the  consumer,  their  annual  loss  will  be 
.£55-000. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS.— Does  the  letter  state 
how  many  are  employed? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Xo;  but  Mr. 
Justice  Higgins  stated  that  his  decision 
would  affect  about  500  men  employed  by 
this  firm.  In  this  letter  Mr.  McKay 
states   that   if   the   industry  gcfierally 

compl*y  with^th^*^*^f9tPSf^egi^ 
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lation,  a  specific  duty,  not  of  j^i6,  but  of 
jQ2^  per  machine  must  be  imposed.  I  un- 
dertake to  say  that  if,  under  a  specific 
duty  of  £,2^,  imports  continued,  a  request 
woiild  be  made  for  a  still  liigher  duty  ; 
nothing  short  of  actual  prohibiticm,  appar- 
ently, will  meet  the  demand  made  by  this 
firm. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  would  make  the  duty 
^25  to-morrow  if  I  had  my  way. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Then,  it  is 
a  good  job  that  the  Postmaster-General  is 
not  all-powerful  in  the  Cabinet.  The  hon- 
orable gentleman  seems  to  think  that  there 
is  cxily  the  manufacturing  interest  to  be 
considered.  However,  I  represent  other 
interests,  and,  while  I  have  no  desire  to 
do  injustice  to  manufacturing  industries, 
I  must  do  my  best  to  see  that  no  injustice 
is  done  lo  those  other  industries. 

Mr.  Mauger. — My  point  is  that  if  we 
impose  proper  conditions,  Australian  manu- 
facturers ought  10  ccMnmand  the  Australian 
market. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— The  figures 
show,  I  think,  that  the  local  manufacturers 
practically  control  the  market  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  In  less  than  two  years  the  im- 
portation has  decreased  from  i  ,700  ma- 
chines to  700  machines;  so  that  the  indus- 
try has  no  reason  to  complain,  as  compare<l 
with  other  industries,  which  have,  at  least, 
to  fight  as  keenly  for  their  existence.  FrtMn 
the  report  of  the  Tariff  Commission,  I  find 
that  the  materials  which  enter  into  the 
constructiMi  of  these  machines  is  valued  at 
£26 ;  that  the  wages  amount  to  30  per 
cent.,  or  about  ^12 ;  that  the  sale  charges 
amount  to  the  big  total  of  £,22;  and  that 
the  profit  is  set  down  at  on  a  machine 

placed  on  the  market  at  /"."j^.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  materials  and  wages  amount, 
to  ^^38,  and  that  the  sale  charges  and 
profit  amount  to  /!40.  I  have  no  desire 
to  harshly  criticise  this  firm.  I  know  that 
in  many  respects  it  is  an  estimable  firm, 
which  places  a  good  machine  on  the 
market. 

Mr.  BowDEN.--The  firm  deserve  all  they 
can  get. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  suppose 
so,  but  no  firm  have  so  persistently  pre- 
sented their  case  to  this  Parliament,  and 
their  d^and  has  ever  been  in  the  direction 
n'i  shutting  out  competiti(Xi.  First,  a  speci- 
fic duty  of  ^15  was  denoanded,  and  now 
they  are  on  the  doormat  asking  for  a  speci- 
fic duty  of  £2^. 


Mr.  Mauger.  —  Internal  competiti(»i 
cannot  be  shut  out. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  am  not 
quite  so  sure  about  that.  Not  a  great 
while  ago,  farmers  found  that  the  price  of 
these  machines  jumped  frwn  ^^,70  to  £io, 
and  as  high  as  ;^io5.  They  did  not  know 
the  reason  at  the  time,  but  it  was  subse- 
quently discovered  that  the  manufacturers 
and  the  importers  had  entered  into  a  com- 
bination which  was  broken  up  onlv  when 
the  firm  of  Martin  and  Company,  of  South 
Australia,  withdrew.  Prices  then  drowned 
again.  I  quote  this  to  show  to  what  ex- 
tent internal  competition  can  be  regulated. 
This  was  an  arrangement,  not  between  men 
engaged  in  the  same  industry,  who  mav  be 
supposed  to  have  a  iMOtherly  feeling,  but 
betwe«i  the  manufacturers  and  their  active 
competitors,  the  importers.  When  this 
firm  cOTne  to  Parliament  and  persistently 
seek  for  special  concessions,  wherebv  their 
competitors  mav  be  handicapped,  innuirv 
is  invited  a.s  to  how  thev  treat  the  work- 
men, who  are  the  .prime  factors  in  the 
production  of  the  machines.  If  the  treat- 
ment accorded  to  the  workmen  were  liberal. 
I  for  one  would  not  feel  disposed  to  enter 
upon  the  very  strong  criticism  that  I  am 
tempted  to  undertake.  I  find  that,  as 
far  back  as  190T,  an  effort  was  made  to 
organize  the  emplovfe  in  the  Sunshine  Har- 
vester factory.  A  representative  of  the 
emplov^s  of  the  various  rompanies  visited 
the  factory  and  brought  the  subject  before 
the  men.  Subsequentlv.  at  a  meeting  of 
the  men,  which  was  held  to  consider  the 
question  of  extending  the  Wages  Board 
system  to  the  factory.  Mr.  H.  V.  McKay 
was  reported  in  the  newspapers  as  saying 
that  he  thought  the  proposal,  if  carried 
out,  would  prove  detrimental.  He  went 
on  to  imDress  on  the  meeting  the  necessity 
for  his  being  allowed  to  conduct  his  own 
business  as  he  pleased.  That,  I  think,  is 
a  sentiment  that  will  anpeal  verv  stronply 
to  all  anti-Socialists,  and  economic  thinkers. 
Mr.  McKay  .was  reported  to  have  also  said 
that  the  emplo\^s  should  weigh  well  any 
action  thev  might  take,  so  as  not  to  "clog 
the  wheels  of  what  was  now  a  thriving  in- 
dustrv."  I  emphasize  the  fact  that  the 
nroposal  before  the  meeting  was  simplv  to 
bring  this  company  under  a  system  to  which 
their  competitors  had  to  submit.  The 
whole  obiect  of  the  proposal  was  to  place 
Mr.  McKay  upon  the  same  lewl  as  that 
orcupied  by  the  manufacturers  located  in 
Melbourne.      Mr.    G.    McKay,  another 
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member  of  the  firm,  is  reported  to  Have 
said  at  the  same  meeting — 

One  effect  of  the  trade  being  brought  under 
the  Act  would  be  that  improved  labour-saving 
machinery  would  have  to  be  obtained,  and  this 
woald  mean  the  displacement  of  many  hands. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  under  the  ciealion  of 
Wage;  Boards,  trades  should  be  discouraged. 

The  position  which  he  took  up  was  that  he 
was  conducting  his  factory    by  manual 
labour,  and  he  could  only  continue  to  do 
so  if  he  could  obtain  that  labour  at  a  l^s 
rate  than  that  which  the  Wages  Board 
would  allow.    Despite  the  representations 
of  the  firm,  a  vote  was  taken,  and  the 
prea  reports  stated  that  no  men  voted  for 
the  eataiiliahment  of  a  Wages  Board  and 
fifteen  against  it.     In  2904  a  Wages 
Board  was  established,  and  a  portion  of 
the  emplo\-6s  engaged  by  this   firm  was 
brought  under  its  ccmtrol.    After  due  in- 
quiry, the  B<»rd  fixed  the  maximum  wage 
of  ironmoulders  of  the  best  class  at  60s. 
[ler  week,  and  the  minimum  at  54s.  per 
week.      The     wage    of  ironmoulders' 
labourers  was  6xed  at  38s.  per  week.  One 
improver  was  allowed  to  every  two  jour- 
neymoi  or  fraction  thereof  employed  in 
the  trade.    Inximoulders  were  to  receive 
a  minimum  of  8s.  par  day  if  employed  <xi 
w<»-k  other  than  pipe-moulding  work  or 
^\o^k  connected  therewith.     A   scale  of 
wages  for  improvers  was  also  laid  down. 
During  the  first  year  improvers  were  to  be 
paid  5s.   per  week  of  forty-eight  hours, 
during  the  sectrnd  year  7s.  6d.  per  week, 
during  the  third  year  los.  per  week,  dur- 
ing the  fourth  year  12s.  6d.  per  week, 
during  the  fifth  year  15s.  per  week,  dur- 
ing the  sixth  year  20s.  per  week,  and  dur- 
ing the  seventh  year  25s.  per  week.  After 
that  he  could  claim  the  minimum  wage  for 
a  tradesman.    Thus  an  improver,  upon 
entering  the  service  of  this  firm,  had  to 
serve  seven  years  before  he  could  CMn- 
mand  a  weekly  wage  of  255.    What  hap- 
I>ened  ?  As  soon  as  Mr.  ^cKay  was  asked 
to  comply  with  the  conditicms  laid  down 
by  an  impartial  tribunal,  he  closed  his  fac- 
tory.    The  Melbourne  daily  newspapers 
set  out  in  great  headlines  the  reasons  ad- 
vanced for  this  step.    If  htxiorable  mem- 
l>ers  will  refer  to  the  Argus  of  7th  October, 
1904,  they  will    s*'e    an    article  headed 
"Wages  Board   Decision.      Six  hundred 
men  thrown  out  of  work."     The  article 
states  that  these  operatives  had  been  thrown 
out  of  employment  as  the  result  of  what 
was  regarded  by  the  firm  in  question  as  an 
adverse  decisicHi  on  the  part  of  the  Wages 
Board.     I  leave  hmorable   members  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Brown. 


judge  whether  that  Board  was  harsh  in  its 
treatment  of  this  particular  firm.  Subse- 
quently a  deputation  waited  upon  the  Chief 
Secretary,  Sir  Samuel  Gillott,  on  behalf 
of  these  unemployed,  and  preferred  a  re- 
quest that  the  finding  of  the  Wages  Board 
should  be  abrogated.  Mr.  McKay  also 
wrote  to  the  Chief  Secretary  on  the  13th 
October,  1904.  In  his  cmnmunicatioD  he 
said — 

1  woultl  re^jectfullv  request  that  somethlns 
be  promptly  done  to  remove  the  embargo  of 
Wages  Board  conditions  from  the  implement  ant] 
harvester  business.  I  further  request  tliat  if 
this  cannot  be  done  at  once,  you  will  pive  me  ;m 
asanrance  that  the  Wages  Board  conditions  will 
not  come  into  operation  at  the  factory  at  Bra\- 
bnM^.  If  you  will  do  that,  I  am  prepared  to 
considerably  extend  the  factory,  and  will  insUl 
more  costly  machinerv :  while,  if  there  is  any 
chance  of  the  Wages  Board  conditions  being  ap. 
plied  there,  I  do  not  feel  justified  in  s|ic»ding 
the  money. 

That  was  the  attitude  taken  up  bv  ^(r. 
McKay  towards  the  Wages  Board  of  Vic- 
toria As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  stated 
by  the  Inspector  of  Factories,  Mr.  Ord, 
that  compliance  with  the  decision  of  the 
Board  did  not  require  the  payment  of 
wages  in  advance  of  those  generally  paid 
in  the  trade,  and  that  the  Melbourne  finns 
were  paying  to  their  employ&  the  rates  that 
this  firm  had  been  asked  to  pay. 

Mr.  Foster. — Is  the  honorable  member 
"  stone-walling  "? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWX.— The  honor- 
able member  claims  to  be  a  friend  of  the 

workers. 

Mr.  Foster. — I  am  as  good  a  friend  of 
the  workers  as  is  tlie  honorable  member. 
Does  he  wish  to  be  insulting? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— No.  But 
the  honorable  member  cast  what  I  coosidtr 
an  unwarranted  reflecticxi  upon  me.  I  am 
endeavouring  to  place  informaticm  befcH^ 
the  Oxmnittee  with  a  view  to  showing  the 
manner  in  whidi  this  firm  treats  its 
ploy&. 

Mr.  Foster. — I  did  not  intend  to  cast 
any  reflectltm  u|x>n  ihe  honorable  member, 
but  it  is  very  near  the  end  of  the  session, 
and  we  want  to  get  to  work. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  have  had 
some  fourteen  or  fifteen  years'  experience 
of  political  life,  and  I  have  discovered 
that  when  a  Go\-emment  desire  to  secure 
the  passing  of  an  unpopular  measure  they 
have  merely  to  fill  in  the  earlier  part  of 
the  session  with  the  considerati<xi  of  a  lot 
of  unimportant  proposals,  and  then  to  force 
the  objectionable  measure /ThKHUrhflftt  the 
fag  end  of  the  s^SM  ^yMWSKploye 
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of  the  firm,  named  Weickhardt,  who  ap- 
peared before  the  Tariff  Commission, 
stated,  upon  oath,  that  a  man  named  Tre- 
geniza,  who  was  emploved  in  the  carpen- 
ter's shop,  was  receiving  only  20s.  per 
week,  and  that  another  employe,  named 
Lang,  who  was  engaged  in  the  blacksmith's 
shcq),  and  who  was  a  married  man  with  a 
family,  was  in  receipt  of  only  27s.  6d. 
per  week.  He  further  stated  that  a  tin- 
smith's labourer,  named  Kaufmaniij  was 
paid  only  a  week,  notwithstanding 

that  he  had  a  wife  and  family  to  support, 
and  that  a  labourer,  named  Campbell,  who 
had  a  wife  and  eight  children  to  maintain, 
received  a  similar  wage.  From  his  evi- 
dence, it  also  appeared  that  the  best  trades- 
man in  the  tinsmith's  department  was  a 
man  named  Harrison,  who  received  only 
30s,  per  week,  whilst  a  competent  plumber 
was  paid  only  15s.  per  week. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Is  the  honorable  membw 
l^iving  the  substance  of  the  sworn  evidence  ? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN— Yes.  Al- 
though an  attempt  was  made  to  discredit 
Mr.  Weickhardt's  testimony  upcm  the 
ground  that  he  was  a  disch^ged  employ^, 
no  evidence  in  rebuttal  of  his  statonents 
was  forthcoming. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS.  —  Was  not  Mr. 
McKav  afforded  an  opporunity  to  produce 
his  books,  and  to  refute  the  statements  in 
question,  and  did  he  not  decline  to  do  so? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  understand 
that  he  was  afforded  that  o[q>ortunity.  Some 
very  valuable  evidence  with  respect  to  the 
labour  ccmditions  of  the  industry  was  given 
in  the  inquiry  before  Mr.  Justice  Higgins. 
The  summing-up  of  the  Judge  was  a  mas- 
terly performance,  and  I  am  glad  that  the 
Government  have  given  it  permanence  in  the 
form  of  a  parliamentary  paper.  I  think  that 
they  mieht  reasonably  have  supplemented 
Mr.  Justice  Higgins'  summing-up  by  re- 
printing the  evidence  given  at  the 
inquiry  as  to  the  wages  paid  and  deemed 
by  Mr.  McKay  to  be  fair  and  just, 
the  wages  claimed  by  the  employes 
to  be  reastxiable,  and  those  determined 
upon  by  Mr.  Justice  Higgins  as  a  living 
rate.  By  means  of  such  a  comparison 
we  should  have  been  able  more  readily 
to  understand  the  various  contending  inte- 
rests. If  honorable  members  will  turn  up 
Life  for  last  month  they  will  find  a  para- 
graph in  which  is  given  a  typical  domestii: 
balance-sheet  submitted  by  me  of  the  wit- 
nesses, who  was  a  married  man  with  two 
children.  His  weekly  expenses  were  -Cz 
5s,  9d.,  made  up  as  follows: — Rent  12a. 


6d.,  lodge  money  is.  3d.,  firewood  2s.  6d., 
milk  3s.  6d,,  meat  5s.,  groceries  los.,  news- 
papers 6d.,  vegetables  3s.,  bread  5s.,  butter 
2S.  6d.  I  do  not  think  that  any  one  will 
say  that  that  was  extrav^ant  living  fos  a 
man  with  a  wife  and  family.  The  witness 
went  on  to  say  that  there  was  no  (novision 
for  clothing,  for  gas,  fares,  or  tobacco. 
The  witness  was  paid  los.  per  day.  He 
was  a  pipe  moulder.  Can  it  be  wondered 
at  that  under  such  conditi<Mis  of  living  men 
are  unable  to  save  money  ?  R«nember  that 
this  witness  was  a  tradesman ;  but  there  are 
labourers  in  the  employment  of  the  same 
firm  who  were  working  for  far  less  and 
whose  minimum  Mr.  Justice  Higgins  fixed  at 
a  much  lower  rate.  The  Judge  stated  in  his 
summing-up  that  he  was  in  doubt  whether 
he  should  fix  the  wages  for  labourers 
at  IS.  or  7s.  tid.  a  day.  He  was  iiKlined 
to  think  that  7s.  6d.  was  a  fair  wage,  but 
he  gave  the  braiefit  of  the  doubt- to  the  em- 
ployers and  fixed  the  rate  at  7s.  per  day. 
Can  it  be  wondered  at  that  when,  after  a 
iife-time  of  toil,  a  labourer  reaches  old  age, 
he  is  without  means  to  provide  for  himself 
and  has  to  become  a  charge  upon  the  nub- 
lic  ?  Unfortunately,  under  our  present 
system  of  civilization  flesh  and  blood  are 
tile  cheapest  of  commodities.  But  I  hone 
that  the  time  will  speedily  come  when  the 
flesh  and  blood  of  men  and  women  of  our 
own  race  will  have  a  greater  value  than  the 
mere  ccmimercial  value  placed  upon  them 
at  present  by  ^ployers.  One  of  the  ob- 
jects of  this  new  protection  policy  is  to  r>ro- 
vide  a  means  of  securing  better  remunera- 
tion for  those  who  do  the  world's  work. 
^^r.  Justice  Higgins  found  that  he  had  to 
determine  upon  a  basis  for  fixing  the  scale 
of  wages.  He  had  to  determine  whether 
a  wages  rate  should  be  ba^d  upon  what  is 
generaliv  known  as  the  iron  law  of  wages 
— that  flesh  and  blood  is  to  be  bought  like 
any  other  commoditv  in  the  cheapest  mar- 
ket— or  whether  he  should  adopt  some  other 
standard.     He  said — 

T  cnrniot  think  of  nnv  other  standnrd  appro, 
pria'.e  than  the-  normal  need  of  the  average 
emnlnvL-,  rej^nrded  as  a  humnii  being  livini^  in 
a  civilized  community.  I  have  invited  counsel 
and  all  roncerned  to  siinfest  any  other  standard, 
and  thev  Iinve  been  unable  to  do  so.  Tf,  in- 
stead of  individual  bartjainint;,  one  can  ronceive 
of  a  collective  agreement — an  agreement  between 
all  the  emplovers  in  a  given  trade,  on  the  one 
side,  and  all  the  employes  on  the  other — it 
seems  to  me  that  the  framers  of  the  agreement 
'vonld  have  to  take  as  the  first  and  dominant 
factor  the  cost  of  living  as  a  civilized  being. 

It  was  on  that  basis  tli?tUjhe,-duermined 
the  rates    of  ^Wi^gy^WSA^to  the 
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evidence  of  Mr.  McKay,  who  said,  in 
regard  to  the  fixing  of  wages — 

I  h.we  cnticavoureil  to  get  labour  at  the 
cheapest  pric*  th^l  I  honestly  could. 

Another  employer,  Mr.  Rigby,  of  the 
Austral  Otis  Company,  said  that  his  idea 
of  a  fair  wage  is — 

vfhn'.  the    employer,    on    looking   at   the  matii 

chooses  lo  {jive  him  for  the  work. 

Contrast  the  standard  laid  down  by  Mi. 
Justice  Higgins  and  the  standards  of  these 
two  employers.  The  Judge  says  that  you 
must  take  into  consideration  the  wag« 
necessarv  to  allow  human  beings  to  live 
under  civilized  conditions.  The  employers 
say,  in  the  one  case,  "  We  must  get  labour 
as  cheaply  as  we  honestly  can,'  and,  in 
the  other  case,  "  We  should  pay  a  man 
•what  we  think  he  is  worth  after  looking  at 
him."  Those  are  the  distinctive  lines  upon 
which  the  Judge,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
employers  on  the  other,  thought  ^  wages 
should  be  determined.  As  a  humanitarian, 
I  am  prepared  to  endeavour  to  maintain 
the  standard  which  the  Judge  thought  it 
right  to  fix.  I  believe  that  if  employers 
generally  would  consider  the  needs  of  their 
workmen  a  little  more,  things  would  be 
verv  much  Ijetter  than  they  are  in  the 
lalwur  world.  It  is  the  failure  to  observe 
that  standard  that  necessitates  remedial  in- 
dustrial legislation  such  as  it  is  found 
necessary  to  pass  if  we  are  to  preserve  a 
decent  standard  of  civilization  in  this 
f-OLintry.  I  trust  that  the  Government  will 
see  their  wav  to  let  this  proposal  remain 
as  it  was  determined  upon  bv  Parliament 
last  session.  When  it  was  fwrnulated  in 
legislation  I  disagreed  with  it,  and  gave 
my  reasons.  But  I  recotjnise  the  condi- 
tions under  which  the  present  Parliament 
has  l>een  elected.  I  do  not  thin'k  that  it 
would  be  right  to  expect  the  Ccwnmittee  to 
go  bark  upon  what  was  determined,  nor  do  I 
think  that  honorable  members  would  be  pre- 
pnreil  to  do  so.  The  svstem  should  be 
given  a  fair  tri.il  under  the  conditi<ins  laid 
down.  If  it  is  found  that  siime  alteration 
in  the  svstem  is  neressar\" ,  U*t  it  Ik;  made 
;ts  the  result  of  experience.  So  tar,  it  has 
not  had  a  fair  trial.  Th.'  firms  interested 
h;ive  practically  defied  the  law.  We  have 
reached  a  stage  when  the  Government  must 
df>  somethin;j.  They  should  either  carry 
out  the  law  in  its  entiretv,  or  propose  to 
I'arliaiiient  to  repejl  it.  I  must  ask  hon- 
orable memlH'rs  to  consider  this  matter 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  preat  produc- 
ing interest,  with  which  I  am  concerned 
as  much   as   with  the  interests  of  the 
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workers.  I  allude  to  the  interest  of  the 
farmers,  of  whom  we  have  250,000  or 
270,000  scattered  over  Australia.  They 
are  the  men  who  are  developing  the  re- 
sources of  the  Commonwealth,  and  with- 
out whom  both  manufacturers  and  labourers 
would  be  without  employment  to-day. 
Thev  receive  no  benefit  from  the  protec- 
tive policy  of  this  countr>-.  They  have  to 
cater  principally  foi  the  open  markets  of 
the  world.  Where  they  compete  there  is 
no  discrimination  as  to  whether  competi- 
tors pay  low  or  high  wages.  They  have 
the  handican  of  long  distances  and  great 
cost  of  transit  to  reach  their  markets.  I 
find  from  the  Commonwealth  statistics  that 
last  year  these  farmers,  after  providing 
for  the  local  consumption  of  the  Cwnmon- 
xyealth,  exported  18,000,000  centals  of 
wheat  and  3,000,000  centals  of  flour,  of  a 
total  value  of  ;^6,i38,ooo.  That  large  in- 
terest must  receive  consideration.  Whilst 
T  admit  that  in  our  legislation  we  have  en- 
deavoured to  do  something  tar  them,  stiU  it 
must  he  recognised  that  that  leeiislation  has 
not  vet  been  brought  into  effective  operation. 
I  hope  that  the  Government,  instead  of 
raising  the  duty  on  harvesters  bv  jQ^,.  will 
allow  the  old  rate  to  stand.  What  is  the 
position  disclosed  by  the  evidence  given 
before  the  Tariff  Commission  ?  The  natural 
protection  which  the  local  manufacturers 
receive  amounts  to.  at  least,  jQi^  i6s.  6d. 
per  machine. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  honorable  meml«r 
knows  that  that  is  of  no  use  against  the 
ramifications  of  a  trust 

>fr.  THOMAS  BROWX.— If  the  hon- 
orable member  had  been  in  the  last  Parlia- 
ment, he  would  know  that,  quite  apart 
from  the  dutv.  it  enacted  a  special  measure 
to  deal  with  trusts. 

Mr.  Mathews. — It  has  not  been  Brought 
into  operation. 

Mr.  THO>rAS  BROWN.— I  suppo^  it 
was  thought  by  the  Government  that  there 
was  notliing  to  operate  upon.  I  rememt«er 
that  the  Minister  came  down  here  with 
great  enthusiasm  and  promised  that  if  there 
was  anything  to  operate  upon  he  would  act 
very  r{uickl\-. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Tile  Bill  was  going  to 
save  Australia. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWX.— Ves.  When 
the  duty  of  jQi2  is  added,  it  will  be  seen 
that  every  marliine  has  a  protection  of 
;Q26  16s.  6d.,  which,  if  this  item  be  agreed 
to,  will  be  increased  to  j^jo  16s.  6d..  as 
against  a  cost  of  ^^38  for^matcrial  and 
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Mr.  Frazu. — And  when  the  big  manu- 
facturer got  that  protectiai,  he  closed  down 
his  w<xks  in  cwder  to  show  his  apprecia- 
tion. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— That  is 
another  matter  which  shows  how  little  the 
firm  I  have  been  criticising  have  consi- 
dered their  workmen.  With  them  it  is  not 
moely  a  question  of  pay,  but  a  question 
of  adopting  American  industrial  prin- 
ciples of  a  most  objectionable  character.  If 
the  shoe  pinches,  if  they  want  special  con- 
sideration, they  shut  dowh  their  works  at 
once,  and  bring  the  pressure  of  their  work- 
people to  fight  for  their  cause.  Why  is 
America  controlled  by  the  big  trusts  and 
the  "boodleirs,"  as  the  honorable  member 
for  Darwin  loves  to  describe  the  great 
operators?  Why  is  it  that  they  are  enabled 
to  operate  as  they  do?  It  is  simply  be- 
cause they  have  concwitrated  in  theip  fac- 
tcnies  large  masses  of  men  who  are  living 
under  such  conditicms  that  the  temporary 
oessaticHi  of  work  means  the  pindi  of 
poverty.  By  the  simple  operation  of  clos- 
ing thi^r  works  temporarily  and  shutting 
out  the  men,  they  compel  them  to  fight  for 
"  boodleering  "  schemes  in  order  that  they 
might  get  some  bread  and  butter.  The 
firm  to  which  I  have  been  alluding  have 
adi^ted  that  principle.  They  shut  down 
their  works  against  the  operatim  of  the 
Wages  Board,  and  sewed  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent. They  enjoyed  an  advantage  as 
against  the  local  competitors.  As  socm  as 
Mr.  Justice  Higgins  gave  his  decision,  the 
same  tactics  were  repeated.  They  do  not 
deserve  very  great  consideratiwi  from  men 
like  myself  who  have  real  sympathy  for 
the  tcnlers  who  sweat  in  the  shops  and  fac- 
tories of  big  concerns.    I  move — 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  13th  De- 
cembet,  1907,  each  £i3,"  be  added. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh) 
[10.20].— I  hope  that  the  Government  in- 
tend to  accept  the  reduction  of  dutjr  pro- 
posed by  the  htmorable  member  for  Calaie. 
I  do  not  intend  to  follow  in  his  footsteps 
and  traverse  all  the  ramificati<xis  whidi 
are  connected  with  this  question,  because 
we  shall  have  an  opportunity  to  do  so 
when  the  new  protection  comes  before  us  in 
the  shape  of  a  Bill.  I  believe  that  it  would 
shorten  this  discussion  if  the  Minister 
would  say  whether  he  is  prepared  to  accept 
the  duty  fixed  in  the  Har\'ester  Excise  Act 
of  1906,  and  to  give  to  the  new  protec- 
tion the  trial  to  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Calare  has  referred.  I  am  quite 
willing  that  it  should  be  given  a  trial,  but 
I  am  unwilling  to  give  those  who,  so  far, 
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have  not  oxnplied  with  its  provisions  any 
advantage  which  I  can  help.  I  would  ask 
the  honorable  member  for  Calare  to  help 
me  to  reduce  the  duty  to  ^£6,  or  to  have  no 
duty  at  all. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Wipe  it  right  out. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— If  it  were  not  for 
the  fact  that  in  going  bek>w  £12  we 
should  destroy  the  system  of  new  protec- 
tion, which  we  are  trying  as  an  experi- 
ment  

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — I  am  willing  to 
give  the  new  protection  a  fair  show. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— That  is  very  fair 
on  the  part  of  the  honorable  member,  and 
it  is  all  that  I  ask  from  the  Govern- 
ment. The  employers  in  the  different 
States,  at  any  rate  in  South  Australia, 
were  \-ery  anxious  that  the  new  protecti<»i 
should  be  enacted. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — I  do  not  think  that 
they  are  now. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  do  not  think  so 
either.  At  that  time  they  were  very 
anxious  to  help  the  party  to  which  I  be- 
long, and  to  see  that  the  workers  received 
a  share  of  any  protection  which  was  given. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — How  much  haw 
thev  received  from  McKay? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  shall  come  to 
that  in  a  moment. 

Mr.  Mauger. — He  is  paying  it  now,  at 
anv  rate. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  am  glad  to  in- 
form the  hmoraUe  mooober  that  in  South 
Australia  there  is  a  ntunber  of  finns  who 
are  paying  the  wages  whidi  have  been 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tudor. — 'And  I  presume  that  there 
are  in  Victoria  toa 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  am  assured  that 
there  are  some  employers  in  Victoria  and 
New  South  Wales  who  are  also  doing  so. 
No  honoraUe  member  desires  to  hurt  these 
manufacturers.  On  the  ccmtrary,  we  want 
to  help  them.  I  should  like  them  to  get 
a  higher  duty,  so  long  as  I  could  compel 
otben  to  fall  into  line  with  them.  Bui 
some  honorable  members  have  asked, 
"What  about  McKay?"  I  am  astounded 
that  a  firm  which  on  their  own  statement 
have  reaped  enormous  profits  should  have 
paid  their  employes  very  small  wages. 
What  does  a  circular  signed  by  H.  V. 
McKay  disclose?    It  reads — 

The  foUowiDg  figures  show  the  loss  inflicted 
in  one  line  alone  id  a  nomnal  year  on  the  Sun- 
shine Harrester  Works  by  arbitrarily  leducing 
the  selling  price  of  the  machines  and  by  failint; 
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to  allow  for  QD  increase  of  seKing  price  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  cost  of  raw  material,  and  the 
increase  in  the  wages  : — 
2,000  mncbines  at  former  price  of  ^^85 

each         ...  ...  ...  ...  jCi7o,ooo 

j,ooo  machines  at  legallv  fixed  price 
of  £6$  each       ...         ...         ...  130,000 

Ix>ss  by  (iovcrnment  reduction  of  price  40,000 
Increase  of  cost  throueh  advances  in 

raw  material       ...         ■■■         ...  tOtOoo 
Increase  in  wages  throuKb  Federal  Ar- 
bitration Court  decision    ...         ...  5iO00 

Total    annual    loss    in  comparison 

with  previous  years       ...  ...  £S5iOOo 

This  docs  not  include  (he  total  loss  inflicted 
on  the  Sunshine  Works,  where  50  to  60  other 
varieties  of  agricultural  implements  are  manu- 
factured besitKs  harvesters,  and  the  loss,  as 
shown  above,  is  a  larger  sum  by  many  thousands 
of  pounds  than  the  total  profit  ever  made  bv  the 
manufacturer  in  his  most  prosperous  year. 

Here  we  have  a  statement  from  the  firm  it- 
self that  they  were  making  enormous  pro- 
fits. I  take  it  for  granted  that  they  are 
not,  as  reported  in  the  press,  going  to  ex- 
tend their  works  in  order  to  make  a  larger 
loss. 

Mr.  Tudor. — They  have  denied  that 
statement  in  the  press,  I  think. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON'.— Even  if  they  are 
not,  I  do  not  suppose  that  if  the  firm  get 
a  duty  of  j£i2  they  will  be  likely  to  go 
under.  If  that  is  so,  they  ought  to  be 
ashamed  of  the  fact  than  many  years  ago, 
without  an  award  at  all,  they  were  not 
paying  the  wages  which  ha%*e  been  fixed  by 
Mr.  Justice  iS^ins,  and  also  giving  the 
men  large  bonuses. 

Sir  John  Quick. — The  statement  quoted 
shows  that  he  was  ^^5,000  a  year  short  in 
his  wages  bill. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Exactly,  and  in 
.spite  of  the  enormous  profits  admitted  by 
himself.  I  am  quite  pleased  to  see  a  firm 
making  as  large  a  profit  as  they  can,  so 
long  as  they  are  treating  fairly  the  ccwi- 
5umers  and  the  employes. 

Mr,  McWiLLiAMS. — On  what  condition 
did  we  double  the  dutv  last  year? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— On  the  condition 
•  that  the  emploves  were  to  share  in  the  pro- 
tection to  the  industry.  I  am  not  going  to 
say  that  McKay  does  not  intend  to  do  that 
ncnv  that  he  is  cwnpelled  to  do  it,  but  I 
maintain  that  without  being  cwnpelled  at 
all  he  ought  to  have  been  paying  much 
higher  wages.  If  the  price  of  raw  material 
were  to  rise,  and  the  firm  were  to  come  and 
give  evidence  to  that  effect,  I  am  sure  that 
honorable  members  would  be  quite  willing 
to  see  that  they  were  fairly  treated  and  were 
"owed  to  charge  a  .proportionately  higher 
?  for  their  machines.    But  we  have  had 


no  evidence  to  that  effect  from  the  finn.  I 
have  had  sotae  evidence  that  the  price  of 
material  has  increased,  in  fact  I  kiiow  that 
it  has  advanced,  but  no  appeal  has  been 
made  to  us.  I  am  sure  that  if  all  the  circtnn- 
stances  were  taken  into  consideration  and 
it  were  found  that  it  was  impossible  for  the 
firm  to  pay  fair  wages  and  to  make  a  fair 
profit  on  the  capital,  the  Government  would 
be  quite  willing  to  give  scxne  relief  to  them. 

Mr.  Hams  Irvine. — Charge  the  fanner. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  am  sure  that  the 
consumer  would  be  quite  willing  to  pav  a 
fair  price.  There  is  no  farmer  worthy  of 
the  name  of  a 'man  who  has  any  desire  to 
see  an  onploy^  sweated ;  I  know  that  he 
would  not.  He  is  quite  willing  to  pav  for 
his  machines  a  price  that  will  enadde  a  fair 
wage  to  be  paid  to  the  manufacturer's  em- 
ployes. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — The  farmer  always 
has  to  pay  a  good  price  for  his  madunes. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Exactly.  I  do 
not  think  that  the  farmer  can  complain, 
particularly  about  the  price  of  his  machines, 
because  since  this  Parliament  intervened  it 
has  been  fair.  But  I  know  that  the  price 
at  which  ploughs  were  then  sold  is  not  a 
profitable  one  to  the  manufacturer  to-day. 
I  should  like  the  Minister  to  sav  that  he  is 
tprepared  to  leave  the  duty  as  it  is.  I  should 
deprecate  any  attempt  to  further  lower  it, 
because  if  we  do  reduce  it  below  j£i2  we 
shall  not  allow  the  new  protection  to  have  a 
trial.  While  I  consider  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  not  done  their  duty  in  regard  to 
the  administration  of  the  Harvester  Excise 
Act,  still  I  contend  that  we  ought  to  give 
the  new  protection  a  trial.  The  Govern- 
ment have  issued  fresh  regulations  and  as* 
sured  us  that  they  intend  to  take  .action 
against  those  manufacturers  who  are  not 
complying  with'the  law.  If  they  do  that, 
I  am  quite  willing  to  allow  the  duty  to 
stand  at  the  old  rate  tmtil  it  reaches  the 
Senate.  If  the  decision  of  the  High  Court 
should  be  favorable  to  the  employ^  being 
dealt  with  fairly  and  the  Senate  should  re- 
commend a  duty  of  jCt6,  I  shall  be  ouite 
willing  to  concur  therein.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  necessary  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session  when  we  have  other  matters  to  deal 
with  to  speak  at  length.  I  bel^src  tliat  I 
am  v(»dng  the  opinion  of  a  very  large  nimi- 
ber  of  hcHiorable  members  when  I  say  that 
that  will  be  the  stand  taken,  and  that  under 
present  circimistances  they,  will  not  aeree 
to  the  higher  duty,  CjOOqTc 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Postponed  item  153.    Strippers,  each  ^^8. 

Mr,  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calaie) 
[10.31]. — I  hope  that  the  Treasurer  will 
agree  to'ievert,  in  this  case  also,  to  the 
duty  under  the  old  Tariff, 

Amendment  (by  Sir  Williah  Lyme) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  words  "  and  on  and  after  t3lh  De- 
cemberi  1907,  each  /6,"  be  added. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Postpaied  item  154.  MeUl  Parts  of  Strip, 
per  Harvesters  and  Striopers,  p«r  lb., 

Amendment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  words  "and  on  and  after  tjth  De. 
cembcr,  1907,  per  lb.,  ijd.,"  be  added. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Question  —  That  the  schedule,  •  as 
amended,  be  agreed  to — proposed. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [10.33].— I 
presume  that  the  question  may  be  de- 
bated. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Not  unless  the 
honorable  member  pr<^x»es  to  move  the  in- 
sertion  of  a  new  item  "relating  to  the  post- 
poned items,  with  whidi  we  have  just 
dealt.  The  sdwdule  is  practically  dis- 
posed of. 

Mr.  Watson. — Cannot  we  move  a  re- 
committal at  this  stage? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— No;  such  a  motion 
may  be  submitted  at  the  report  stage;  I 
have  merely  proposed  this  question  iot- 
mally,  because  there  is  some  doubt  as  to 
whether  the  introductory  words  to  the 
acbedule  were  agreed  to  when  it  was 
originally  discussed. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  presume  that  I  shall 
be  in  order  in  moving  that  a  new  item  be 
added? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Yes. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  wish  to  take  advan- 
tage of  this  c^pOTtunity  to  direct  the  at- 
tention of  the  Treasurer  to  an  apparent 
anomaly  which  has  occurred  as  the  result 
of  a  division  takoi  on  the  item  "Wire 
Gauze." 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order  I  If  I  were 
to  allow  the  honorable  member  to  follow 
the  line  oi  discussion  that  he  has  just 
taken  up,  the  whole  Tariff  would  be  re- 
opened. 

Mr.  Frazer. — I  tinderstood  that  I 
should  be  in  order  in  moving  the  additicxi 
of  a  new  item. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  will  have  an  c^portunity,  at  ttte 


rep<»t  stage,  to  point  out  any  anomaly, 
but  he  cannot  move  the  insertion  of  a  new 
item  at  this  stage,  unless  it  relates  to  the 
po6tp(xied  items,  with  which  ve  have  just 
dealt. 

Schedule,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

In  the  House: 

Resolutions  reported. 

Motim  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  agreed 

to— 

That  the  Hou&e  uill  this  day  again  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee. 

Motion  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  report  be  taken  into  consideration 

forthwith. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [10.41]. 
— I  wish  to  urge  upon  the  Treasurer  the 
desirability  of  recommitting  the  schedule 
with  a  view  to  the  reconsideration  of  two 
items  in  regai<d  to  which  a  serious  anomaly 
has  been  allowed  to  creep  in.  I  refer  to 
items  353c  and  355,  under  the  heading  of 
leather,  in  the  st^iedule  as  amended.  Item 
3S3C  includes  white  sheep  and  white  lamb 
s^ns,  which  have  be«i  made  dutiable  at 
15  per  cent.,  whilst  item  355  includes, 
amongst  other  articles,  crust  skivers,  which 
have  been  made  duty  free.  The  trouble  is 
that  the  Tariff,  as  at  first  introduced  by 
the  Government,  proposed  that  white  sheep 
and  white  Iamb  skins  should  be  dutiable- 
under  the  g«ieral  Tariff  at  30  per  cent., 
with  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  chi  imports 
from  the  United  Kingdom.  These  skins 
are  used  as  a  substitute  for  white  kid  fac 
covering  the  stoppers  of  bottles  and  work 
of  that  kind,  and,  as  a  result  of  the  pro- 
posal made  by  the  Government  in  the  first 
instance,  their  manufacture  was  started  in 
New  South  Wales.  A  considerable  number 
of  men  were  employed,  with  the  prospect 
that  the  development  of  the  industry  would 
lead  to  the  emplo\ment  of  a  greater  num- 
ber. The  Government  at  the  last  moment 
accepted  a  new  arrangement  of  the  sche- 
dule, under  which  they  reduced  the  duty 
OR  the  whole  item  to  20  per  cent,  all  round, 
except  in  respect  of  white  slieep  and  white 
lamb  skins,  which  were  made  dutiable  at 
15  per  cent.  I  say  that  a  mistake  was 
made  in  differentiating  between  these  skins 
and  other  classes  of  leather  originally  in- 
cluded in  the  same  item,  and  they  should 
also  have  been  made  dutiable  at  20  i)er 
cent.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  rea- 
sonable to  make  any  distinction  between 
these  various  classes  of  leather,  and  as 
the  industry  which  has  cjily  recentlv  been 
established  in  Ne^izSoiHlLziWfllg  the 
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manufacture  of  these  skins  is  one  which 
is  likely  also  to  be  established  in  other 
parts  of  the  Commonwealdi,  that  is,  I 
think,  a  reason  why  anomaiy  should  be 
corrected.  In  regard  to  item  355,  what  I 
.im  particularly  concerned  about  is  the  in- 
clusion in  the  free  list  of  crust  skivers. 
That  was  done  at  the  suggestion  of  an 
honorable  member  who  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  article  could  not  be  made 
here. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  am  afraid  that  hon-  • 
orable  members  will  suffer  very  serious  in- 
convenience later  on  through  being  unaware 
of  what  is  going  on,  but  it  is  almost  im- 
possible for  them  to  know  what  is  said 
while  there  are  so  many  con^'ersations  tak- 
ing place. 

Mr.  WATSON.— In  the  past  crust 
skivers  have  been  •  largely  imported  from 
New  Zealand,  but  tt»ey  are  now  locally 
manufactured,  and  should,  therefore,  be 
omitted  from  the  free  list  and  placed  in 
tlx*  same  item  as  the  other  leathers  to  which 
I  have  referred.  They  arc  split  sheep 
.<ikins  in  an  almost  finished  condition  of 
manufacture.  It  is  anomalous  that  they 
should  appear  in  the  free  list,  and  that 
white  sheep  and  white  lamb  skins  should 
be  dutiable  only  at  1 5  per  cent,  when  other 
varieties  of  leather  are  made  dutiable  at 
20  per  cent.  As  I  might,  if  I  sat  down 
now  without  doing  so,  lose  my  right  to 
move  later  the  recommittal  of  the  scliedule 
for  the  purpose  of  reconsidering  the  duty 
to  he  imposed  on  these  articles,  I  propose 
to  submit  the  motion  now. 

.Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  not  the  hon- 
orable member  think  that  he  had  better 
leave  the  Senate  to  deal  with  the  matter? 

>rr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Would  it  not 
he  sufficient  If  the  Minister  now  indicated 
that  he  would  consent  to  what  the  honor- 
ahie  member  proposes? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  am  not  aware  as  to 
Idw  far  tiie  Senate  can  increase  duties. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thohson. — The  Senate 
can  suggest  increases.  The  danger  is  that 
if  the  hfworable  member's  request  i<x  the 
recOTnmittal  of  the  schedule  is  agreed  to 
there  will  be  many  requests  of  the  kind 
ma  lie. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  frankly  admit  that, 
and  I  am  not  anv  more  anxious  to  go  into 
the  whole  schedule  again  than  is  any  other 
honorable  memlier.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
is  right  that  some  attempt  sliould  lie  made 
to  rectify  anomalies  so  far  as  that  can  pos- 
sUily  be  done. 


Mr.  Johnson. — What  about  the  duties 
on  hats? 

Mr.  WATSON.— As  the  honorable  mem- 
ber is  aware,  I  am  against  the  high  duties 
imposed  on  hats.  However,  I  .formally 
move — 

That  the  schedule  be  recommitted,  with  a  view 
to  the  leconsideration  of  items  353c  and  355- 

If  there  is  any  other  way  by  whidi  the 
difficulty  can  be  ovenxxne,  I  shall  be  cmly 
too  willing  to  adopt  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  desire  to  ask 
you,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether  another  place 
lias  power  to  request  increases  as  well  as 
decreases,  or  other  variations  in  the  items 
sent  to  them  in  the  Tariff? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  question  which 
the  honorable  member  has  put  is  one  upon 
which  the  whole  House  will  be  interested 
in  having  a  ruling.  My  ruling,  following 
precedents  which  have  already  been  laid 
down  by  this  Parliament,  is  that  it  will 
be  becoming  for  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  to  make  a  request  to  us  for 
an  increase,  as  well  as  for  a  decrease,  or 
any  other  modiftcatiixi. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [10.52].— t 
wish  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Go- 
vernment an  apparent  oversight  in  con- 
nexion with  the  removal  of  item  225 — 
Wire  cloth,  wire  gauze,  ad  valorem 
(General  Tariff),  5  per  ctriX. ;  (United 
Kingdom),  free — from  the  schedule.  It 
was  alleged  in  the  Committee  that  it 
covered  only  certain  classes  of  wire  goods 
which  were  used  chieflv  for  doors.  &c.,  in 
houses,  and  being  made  in  a  factc»y  at 
Richmond,  and  the  item  was  struck  out 
without  debate.  Those  articles  then  auto- 
matically fell  under  item  170 — Manufac- 
tures of  metal  n.e.i.,  ad  valorem  (General 
Tariff),  30  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom), 
25  per  cent  The  duties  upon  that  item 
were  sirf»eque»tly  reduced  to  25  and  20 
per  cent.  It  has  sinoe  been  discovered 
that,  through  the  omission  of  item  225, 
battery  and  milling  screens,  and  screens 
for  cvaniding  purposes  and  furnaces,  have 
become  dutiable  at  those  rates.  Under 
the  old  Tariff  they  were  free,  and  imder 
this  Tariff,  as  first  submitted,  they  were 
dutiable  at  5  per  cent.,  and  free.  The 
difficulty  that  has  arisen  can  be  got  trtcr 
by  specifying  a  certain  mesh.  By  that 
means  the  industry  on  whose  behalf  the 
honorable  member  'fotf  Yarra  had  the 
original  item  struck  out  will  not  be  in- 
terfered with.  I  ask  the  Govunment  to 
give  my  request  ^f^v^^g^pj^^^itioa. 
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I  do  not  think  that  any  honorable  member 
will  oppose  it,  as  the  articles  which  I  have 
mentiooed  are  not  made  locally.  To  put 
myself  in  order,  i  move — 

That  item  170 — Manufacture!  oi  metal  o.e.i. 
he  recommitted,  with  a  »iew  to  iMeit— "  l7oA. 
Wire  Cloth  and  Wire  Gauie,  made  of  Wire,  and 
having  a  meih  of  not  lew  than  lao  per  square 
inch— Free." 

That  will  not  affect  the  class  of  screen 
manufactured  at  Richmond,  and  its  adop- 
tion will  prevent  the  mining  and  milling 
industries  being  unduly  penalized  through 
a  misapprehension  on  the  part  of  the 
Committee.  ^ 

Mr.  KNOX  (KoOTong)  [10.55].— When 
item  175— Screws  n.e.i.— was  under  con- 
sideration, the  duties  were  re-arranged, 
and  an  anomaly  was  inadvertently  created. 
"Screws  for  wood"  were  made  dutiable 
at  per  cwt.  (General  Tariff)  5s.  tid., 
<United  Kingdom)  5s.,  while  "screws, 
n.e.i."  were  made  subject  to  a  duty  of 
J  per  cent.  (General  Tariff),  and  free 
<L'nited  Kingdom).  The  anomaly  is  that 
screws  for  wood  were  made  subject  to  a 
fixed  instead  of  an  ad  valorem  duty.  The 
effect  has  been  that  on  some  of  the  larger- 
sized  screws  a  duty  equal  to  50  per  edit. 
ad  valorem  is  being  paid. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— I  thint  that 
was  pointed  out  at  the  time. 

Mr.  KNOX.— Yes;  but  the  Minister 
recognises  now  that  a  serious  anomaly  has 
arisen,  as  has  been  shown  by  the  iron- 
mongery trade.  I  desire  to  move  in  such 
a  way  that  screws  for  wood  shall  be  sub- 
jected to  ui  ad  valorem  rate.  The  De- 
partment do  not  want  to  charge  the  fixed 
<3uty  which  was  passed  by  the  Committee. 
The  Minister  has  already  recognised  the 
ancxnaly,  and  I  should  like  him  to  sub- 
mit the  matter  now  to  the  departmental 
officer  in  charge  of  the  Tariff,  with  a  view 
to  framing  the  necessary  alteration. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber want  a  recommittal  now,  or  a  re- 
.adjustment  in  another  place? 

Mr.  KNOX.— The  item,  as  passed  by 
the  Committee,  is  doing  a  serious  in- 
jastioe  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 
The  Committee  ne\-er  believed  for  a  mo- 
ment that  so  high  a  duty  as  50  per  cent, 
was  being  imposed  on  the  larger  screws. 
On  the  different  siaes  the  filed  duty  is 
equivalent  to  ad  valorem  rates  ranging 
from  xo  to  50  per  cent.  The  Minbter 
has  already  offered  to  give  every  facility 
for  the  rectificatioo  of  the  anomaly,  and 
if  it  is  possible  to  adjust  the  matter  now, 


I  earnestly  urge  that  it  may  be  done,  in- 
asmudi  as  the  whtrfe  oi  the  trade  is  at  the 
present  moment  dislocated. 

Mr.  GLYNN  <Angas)  [ii.o].— I  have  a 
little  list  of  items  I  should  like  to  have  re- 
committed, but,  out  of  consideration  for  the 
House,  and  afterwards  of  the  Committee, 
I  shall  limit  my  proposition  to  the  re- 
committal of  one  item.  In  doing  that  I 
am  taking  into  consideration  what  I  know 
to  be  the  wish  of  some  other  members,  jfor 
instance,  the  honorable  member  tor  River- 
ina,  who  last  night  had  a  good  deal  to  say 
about  the  unfairness  of  manure  Bags  being 
taxed,  and  a  handicap  thus  being  placed  on 
local  producers  of  manure,  whilst  similar 
bags  from  Japan  are  admitted  free.  Salt 
bags  were  struck  out  of  item  ii4t  whidi 
made  them  free,  and  became  dutiable,  along 
with  gypsum  and  manure  bags  under  n.&i. 
That  has  been  very  stnmgly  obiected  to  by 
the  salt  manufacturers  of  South  Australia, 
and,  I  think,  with  a  gOod  deal  of  justice. 
It  has  been  pointed  out  to  me,  and  also,  I 
think,  to  the  honoraUe  member  for  Booth- 
by  that  to  include  salt  sacks  in  the  oi 
valorem  list  will  mean  taxation  of  about 
j£i,5oo  or  ;^z,6oo  a  year  on  the  siUt  in- 
df^try. 

Mr.  Page. — Salt  bags  or  sacks  are  being 
made  in  Queensland. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— I  am  informed  on  good 
authority  that  salt  bags  and  sacks  are  not 
made  in  Australia.  Those  interested  in 
the  salt  industry  of  South  Australia  do  not 
object  to  paying  a  tax  on  gypsum  or  hes- 
sian  bags,  if  they  have  to  be  taxed,  because 
these  can  be  manufactured  locally ;  but 
they  do  object  to  having  to  pay  a  duty  on 
salt  bags  or  sacks  made  from  jute,  which, 
as  I  say,  are  not  made  in  Australia. 

Colwiel  FoxTON. — They  are  made  in 
Australia. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— I  do  not  wish  to  inflict 
quotations  in  proof  of  my  statement,  but  I 
am  informed  that  they  are  not  made  here, 
and  this  is  a  very  severe  tax  on  an  industry 
which  is  almost  entirely  confined  to  one 
State.  I  therefore  desire  to  move  that  item 
114  be  re-committed  with  a  view  to  re- 
inserting salt  bags. 

Mr.  Batchelor.— Will  the  honorable 
member  add  gypsum  and  manure  bags  made 
of  jute? 

Mr.  GLYNN. — I  have  no  objection,  and 
I  move — 

That  item  114  be  recommitted,  with  a  view  to 
rc'inserting  salt,  gjrpsum,  tn4  mannre  bags 
made  of  jute.  Digitized  by  dOOglC 
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[  have  on  my  list  some  other  anomalies, 
but  these  may  be  cured  by  the  Depart- 
Twsit,  and  sc«ne  of  them  by  the  Sniate. 
However,  I  call  the  Treasurer's  attention 
to  the  fact  that  there  has  been  a  good  deal 
of  discontent  amongst  merchants  at  the  dts- 
dnction  made  betireen  woollen  piece  eoods 
weighing  over  5  ozs.  to  the  square  yard,  and 
those  which  do  not  weigh  5  o«s.  to  the 
square  yard.  I  am  now  referring  to  item 
124A.  The  objection  of  t)ie  merdiants  has 
been  supported  by  the  Customs  agents  at 
Port  Adelaide,  who,  I  believe,  have  ap- 
proached the  Department,  alcmg  with  the 
merdiants.  At  present  I  do  not  desire  to 
move  the  reKXHmnittal  <A  tha£  item,  be- 
cause there  is  some  hope  that  the  matter 
may  be  inquired  into  by  the  Department, 
or  that,  on  the  motion  of  some  private 
member,  something  may  be  dtme  by  the 
Senate.  However,  if  any  other  honwable 
member  move  that  the  item  be  oHnmitted, 
I  shall  support  him. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[11. 5]. — I  have  no  doubt  honorable  mem- 
bers on  all  sides  would  like  to  have  certain 
items  re-committed,  and  I  have  myself  a 
pretty  considerable  list  of  antxnalies.  But 
I  suggest  that,  in  the  circuimstances,  and 
with  a  view  to  terminating  the  business  be- 
fore Christmas,  we  might  very  well  leave 
a  little  for  the  Senate  to  do  in  the  way  of 
rectification.  I  strongly  suggest  to  those 
who  have  actually  moved  for  recommi^ 
tals,  and  those  who  contemplate  dcnng  so, 
that  they  mi^t  leave  these  matters,  as  I 
say,  to  the  ^nate. 

Mr.  Wilson. — Some  might  be  adjusted 
very  simply. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  shall  certainly 
resist  all  the  motions. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.—The  honorable 
member  for  Corangamite  has  had  sane  ex- 
perience of  how  some  "simple"  matters 
are  adjusted  in  Committee.  My  ex- 
perience is  that  it  is  just  those  matters 
which  provoke  great  debate.  I  am  afraid 
that  if  all  items  containing  anomalies  are 
recommitted,  we  shall  have  a  Tariff  de- 
bate extending  over  next  week.  I  am  sure 
none  of  us  desire  that  that  should  be  the 
case.  Personally,  I  feel  that  I  have 
had  my  fair  share  of  Tariff  discussion, 
and  that  the  sooner  we  get  away  from  this 
atmosphere  the  better.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, I  intend  to  forego  my  ri^t  to 
propose  any  recommittals;  and  I  shall  be 
glad  indeed  if  honorable  members  will  take 
the  same  course. 


Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bend^)  [11.8].— 
I  desire  to  move  the  recommittal  of  item 
150,  with  a  view  to  the  eliminaticwi  of  the 
words  "  discs  for  agricultural  imple- 
menU." 

Sir  WiLLZAic  Lyne. — There  is  no  necey- 
sity  for  that. 

Mr.  Chanter. — The  matter  has  been  ar- 
ranged. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— With  reference  to 
the  articles  under  the  heading  of  leather, 
to  which  attention  has  been  drawn  by  the 
honorable  member  for  South  Sydney,  I 
may  say  that  to-day  I  received  a  commu- 
nication from  leather  manufacturers  in 
Svdney,  drawing  my  attention  to  the  fact 
that  a  mistake  <^  the  kind  indicated  has 
been  made  to  their  prejudice,  with  refer- 
ence to  white  sheepskins  and  skivers.  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  the  alteration 
reducing  the  duty  on  white  sheepskins  was, 
to  some  extent,  made  on  the  motion  of  the 
Minister,  in  consequence  of  representations 
by  myself.  Those  representations  were 
made  on  the  strength  of  a  ccramunication 
in  writing  placed  in  my  hands,  signed  by 
a  leading  Victorian  manufacturer,  in 
which  I  was  assured  that  the  manufac- 
turers of  New  South  Wales  concurred  in 
the  proposed  alteration.  It  now  appears 
that  the  New  South  Wales  manufacturers 
did  not  concur ;  and,  therefore,  I  consider, 
as  a  matter  of  right  and  justice,  that  the 
item  should  be  restored  to  the  original 
duty,  namely,  20  per  cent.  I  desire,  also, 
that  skivers  should  be  removed  from  the 
free  list,  and  treated  as  originally  recom- 
mended by  the  Tariff  Commission,  and  as 
subsequently  proposed  by  the  Govenmient. 
These  are  two  mistakes  which  have  been 
made  through  misrepresentaticm ;  and  if 
they  canned  be  put  ri^t  at  this  stage,  with- 
out involving  complicated  debate,  then  I 
ask  the  Government  to  take  steps  to  see 
that  the  item  is  open  to  review  by  this 
House  on  a  request  fnxn  the  Senate.  I 
also  join  in  the  request  which  has  been 
made  by  the  honwable  member  for  KaN 
goorlie,  supported  by  other  Western  Aus- 
tralian members,  that  screens  of  not  less 
than  120  mesh,  should,  in  the  interests  of 
mining,  be  restored  to  the  free  list.  I 
think  that  a  mistake  was  made  in  removing 
them  friMn  the  free  list 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [11. 10].— I 
also  desire  to  direct  attenticm  to  an  anomaly 
which  has  been  overtoiled.  Under  the 
Tariff  fishing  lines  are  upon  the  free  list, 
whilst  the  raw  material  of  which  thev  are 
made  is  dutiabl^,g.^.^^ig'^p@c^gf^  trea- 
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surer  to  see  that  that  anranaly  is  rectified 
when  the  Tariff  comes  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WILKS  palley)  [11. 11].— I  detixe 
to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Treasurer 
certain  grievances  under  whidi  some  of  my 
constituents  allege  that  they  stiffer.  Though 
I  do  not  father  their  complaint,  it  is  my 
duty  as  their  representative  to  bring  it 
forward.  I  consider  that  the  present  Tariff 
contains  more  anomalies  than  did  the  old 
Tariff,  and  I  hope  that  the  Senate  will 
pa-fcvm  good  work  by  arranging  the  sche- 
dule upon  a  more  sdentific  basis.  It  so 
happens  that  the  two  largest  glassware 
factories  in  New  South  Wales  are  located 
in  mv  electorate,  and  some  ten  days  ago 
they  wired  me — 

Vote  last  night  means  ruia  to  our  industiies. 
Leu  thui  40  per  cent,  aeiinst  Germaoy  useless. 
Get  item  reciHnmitted. 

Personally,  I  cannot  vote  for  any  higher 
duty  in  respect  of  item  253  than  25  per 
cent.  The  two  factories  to  which  I  have 
referred  are  those  of  the  Federal  Glass 
Company  and  the  Co-operative  Flint  Glass 
Company,  of  Leichhardt.  In  justice  to 
them,  I  have  placed  their  cwnplaint  befcwe 
the  Committee.  They  declare  that  they 
are  worse  <^  now  than  thev  were  tmder  tl« 
old  Tariff.  X  put  their  complaint  before 
the  Treasurer  for  what  it  is  wwth,  and  I 
ask  him  when  he  is  dealing  with  the  other 
anomalies  not  to  overlook  it.  I  regret  that 
although  the  Tariff  Commissicm  was  ap- 
pointed diiefly  to  rectify  anomalies,  the 
present  Tariff  contains  more  anomalies  than 
did  the  old  Tariff. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [11. 16].— I 
move — 

That  item  84  (Condensed  Milk)  be  recom- 
mitted. 

My  object  is  to  secure  the  imposition  of  a 
duty  of  ijd.  per  lb.  upon  sweetened  milk 
under  the  general  Tariff,  and  of  id.  per 
lb.  under  the  preferential  Tariff.  Un- 
sweetened milk  I  wish  to  make  .dutiable  at 
i^d.  per  lb.  under  the  general  Tariff,  and 
at  id.  per  lb.  under  the  Tariff  for  Great 
Britain.  The  existing  duties  on  condensed 
milk  were  agreed  to  on  a  Friday  afternocm 
very  hurriedly,  and  without  proper  debate. 
Worse  still,  they  were  carried  upon  the 
strength  of  inaccurate  statements  made  to 
the  Committee  by  the  Treasurer  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Mernda. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  did  not  make  any 
misleading  statements. 

Mr.  MAHON. — I  have  the  correction 
here.    The  Treasurer  made  certain  charges 


against  the  importers  oi  Nestl^'s  Milk, 
whidi  I  am  assured  are  absolutely  tm- 
founded.  He  ought  to  be  in  possession 
of  a  a>py  of  the  letter  whidi  I  hold  in  my 
handt  and  therefore  he  must  be  aware  that 
his  statements  have  been  absolutdy  contra- 
dicted. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare) 
[11. 17]. — I  would  ask  the  Treasurer  to 
cwisent  to  the  recommittal  of  item  187, 
which  relates  to  wire-netting. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lvne. — I  intend  to  resist 
any  recommittals. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— If  there  are 
to  be  no  recommittals,  perhaps  another 
place  will  consider  the  reasons  which  I  de- 
sire to  advance  on  the  present  occasion. 
I  wish  to  make  the  present  duty  upon 
wire-netting  operate  as  from  the  8th  of 
August,  instead  of  nth  October.  Our 
pastoralists  and  farmers  are  fighting  a  life 
and  death  struggle  with  the  rabbit  pest, 
and  I  axa  sure  that  anything  which  this 
.  Committee  can  do  to  assist  them  it  will 
most  willingly  undertake.  It  would  be  of 
material  assistance  to  them  if  we  allowed 
the  reduced  duty  upon  wire-nefting  to  ope- 
rate as  from  the  8th  'August  instead  of 
from  the  nth  October. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [11.19].—!  am 
very  glad  that  the  Treasurer  has  declared 
his  intention  to  resist  any  attempts  to  re- 
open the  Tariff  discussion.  It  must  be 
quite  obvk>us  that  if  he  allows  one  item  lo 
be  recommitted  he  cannot  consistently  re- 
fuse to  permit  the  reccxnraittal  of  other 
items.  Thus  the  whole  Tariff  discussion 
would  be  re-op«ied,  and  at  this  late  stage 
of  the  session  it  would  be  extremely  tmwise 
to  take  any  such  step.  Anomalies,  of 
which  there  are  very  many,  can  be  ad- 
justed by  the  Senate.  If  the  Treasurer 
had  expressed  an  intention  to  reoMnmit  any 
items,  I  was  going  to  bring  some  under  his 
notice,  including  item  122.  But  under  the 
circumstances  I  do  not  propose  to  do  so. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[  1 1 . 2 1  ]. — The  proposals  for  the  re- 
committal of  items,  and  the  anonalies 
that  exist  in  this  new  Tariff,  go  to  show 
how  dbmoralizing  business  of  this  kind 
is.  We  are  quite  incompetent  to  deal 
further  with  the  Tariff  until  after  a  fresh 
general  election.  When  the  last  election 
took  place,  the  issue  placed  before  the 
countrv-  in  large  areas  of  Australia  was 
that  of  anti-Sa:iaIism  agjunst  Socialism. 

Mr.  SPEAK^^^TfeOaSt^before 
the  House  is  that  of  determining  whether 
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or  not  certain  items  shall  be  leoxnmitted. 
If  the  hraiorable  member  will  addreu 
hinuelf  to  that  subject,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
liear  him.  But  a  debate  on  general  policy 
will  not  be  in  order. 

Ur.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  think,  sir, 
that  you  missed  my  point.  I  should  like 
to  see  the  whole  Tariff  recommittedi  and 
would,  if  neoessary,  propose  that  it  be 
recommitted,  if  only  for  the  purpose  of 
pointing  out  that  Pajrliament  is  demwal- 
ized,  and  that  the  whole  country  is  to  a 
large  extent  demoralized  by  what  has 
taken  place.  Reiwesentaticms  have  been 
made  to  honorable  members  from  all 
quarters  with  respect  to  duties.  Some 
people  who  have  received  the  benefit  of 
larger  duties  than  were  formerly  pro- 
posed are  not  satisfied  because  they  have 
not  got  as  much  as  their  neighbours. 
Therefore,  they  want  a  little  more.  We 
were  sent  here  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
moving anomalies.  Many  honorable  mem- 
l>ers  were  elected  expressly  for  that  pur-_ 
pose.  A  number  were  sent  into  Parlia-' 
ment  whose  fiscal  faith  was  not  under 
consideration  by  the  electors,  but  whose 
votes  have,  nevertheless,  had  the  result  of 
carrying  these  Tariff  anomalies  of  which  I 
am  complaining.  If  another  election  were 
to  take  place,  in  all  probability  the  new 
Parliament  would  be  better  able  to  deal 
with  a  Tariff  that  is  simply  full  of 
anomalies  which  must  be  reconsidered  within 
the  near  future.  I  decline  to  ally  my- 
self with  any  party  that  considers  this  to 
be  a  fair  settlement  of  the  fiscal  question. 
Therefore,  I  look  forward  with  a  good 
deal  of  hope  to  a  dissolution.  I  should 
like  to  see  whether  we  cannot  have  a 
party  returned  to  power  that  will  en- 
deavour to  do  justice  to  the  whole  coun- 
try. I  trust  that  the  House  will  do 
nothing  in  the  direction  of  a  reixMnmittal, 
but  will  allow  the  Tariff  to  be  sent  up  to 
the  Senate.  No  doubt  it  will  be  sent 
back  to  us  with  recommendations  for 
amendment.  But  when  this  House  has 
finally  dealt  with  it,  it  will  have  to  be 
submitted  to  the  electors  for  reconsidera- 
tion, and  at  the  next  election  I  earnestly 
hope  that  the  whole  question  will  be  re- 
opened. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (Wilmot)  [11.25].— 
I  desire  to  suggest  the  recommittal  of 
item  68,  hay  and  chaff,  with  a  view  of 
having  the  old  duty  resiored.  There  had 
been  a  drought  at  the  time  when  we  dealt 
with  the  item.   Had  the  rains  which  have 

'<x  fallen  benefited  the  country  at  that 


time,  probably  a  different  result  would 
have  been  attained  when  the  division  took 
place.  This  Tariff  is  supposed  to  gi^'e- 
protection  all  round,  but  I  do  not  think 
that  the  fanner  has  received  much  con- 
sideration under  it.  His  interests  as  well 
as  those  of  other  sections  of  the  community 
ought  to  be  ref^ded.  The  duty  in  the- 
case  I  mention  is  not  one  that  is  likely  to 
operate  harshly.  Since  Federatioa  it 
has  not  been  of  much  use  to  the 
farmers,  but  occasions  may  arise  when 
New  Zealand  may  prove  a  very 
severe  competitor  in  the  Australian  mar- 
ket. Seeing  that  New  Zealand  bears  none 
of  the  burdens  incidental  to  Federaticm,  I 
think  it  only  right  that  our  own  farmers- 
shoijld  have  a  modicum  of  protecti<xi.  I 
hope  that  if  there  are  to  be  any  re- 
ctMnmiitais  the  Treasurer  will  not  over- 
look the  item  to  which  I  refer. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [11.27] 
— I  understand  that  the  Treasurer  is  de 
finitely  opposing  all  reconmittals.  Under 
those  circumstances  it  is  not  worth  while 
to  make  suggestions  in  that  direction.  It 
is  doubtful  whether,  in  face  of  the  op- 
position of  the  Government,  a  motion  for 
the  recommittal  of  any  item  could  be 
carried,  and  those  who  desire  the  recon- 
sideration of  some  items  might  prejudice 
their  case  bv  a  defeat.  It  would,  there- 
fore, be  wiser  to  relv  on  alteratioiu  bein^ 
made  in  the  Senate.  I  rose  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Treasurer  to  item  376. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LifNE. — I  have  made  a 
note  of  that. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  suggest  to  hon- 
orable members  that  it  would  be  wise  for 
ihem  not  to  press  to  a  divisi<m  their  requests 
for  recommittals. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [Fi. 29].— Like 
exery  other  honorable  member.  I  have  had 
a  "  lair  sickener  "  of  this  Tariff.  But  I  do- 
not  want  to  lose  my  right  to  mo-.-e  the  re- 
cOTimittal  of  some  items  in  the  event  of 
any  other  items  being  recommitted.  I  do 
not  expect  that  any  items  will  be  recom- 
mitted ;  but.  in  the  event  of  the  necwnmittal 
of  any  item  l)eing  allowed,  I  should  like 
to  move  the  rerommit.al  of  item  123,  which 
deals  with  ()arasols.  sunsliades,  and  um- 
brellas, and  item  376,  which  deals  with 
cycle  parts,  'with  a  view  to  remove  an 
anomaly  which  T  Iielieve  that  I,  owing  to- 
a  misunderstanding,  created.  After  we 
had  been  sitting  for  twelve  or  fourteen 
hours,  a  proposal  was  given  to  me  by  those 
who  thought  ttiat  thev  understood  the  busi- 
nes.s,  but  I,  unfortunately,  misunderstood 
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one  word,  with  the  result  thai,  an  anomaly 
was  created.  I  am  quite  willing  to  forego 
my  right  to  move  the  recommital  of  those 
items  if  the  Treasurer  will  assure  me  that 
he  will  endeavour  to  have  them  dealt  with 
in  the  Senate,  as  I  desire.  I. also  want 
to  get  a  rec(»nmittal  of  a  paragraph  of  item 
303,  which  subjects  spruce  and  deal  to  a 
heavier  duty  than  has  hitherto  been  im- 
posed. It  is  practically  a  tax  upon  people 
who  build  houses,  as  that  kind  of  timber 
is  not  produced  here. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[11.32]. — I  recognise  that  we  cannot  hope 
to  siicceed  with  any  proposal  to  reccMnmit 
an  item,  but  I  indulge  in  the  hope  that 
the  Government  may  see  their  wa^  to  con- 
sider the  very  modest  request  to  insert  an 
item  making  superphosphate  dutiable  at 
5  per  cent,  in  the  general  Tariff  and  free 
when  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [1133]  — 
I  hope  that  the  Government  will  not  agree 
to  the  recaaunittal  of  any  items,  but,  if 
they  should  do  so,  I  shall  move  the  recom- 
mittal of  the  item  conets,  in  order  that 
a  very  unjust  burden  which  has  been  placed 
on  every  girl  and  woman  in  the  cwnmunity 
xta,y  be  removed. 

Mr.  CARR  (iSaoquarie)  [ix.34].— In  the 
eront  of  a  motion  to  recommit  an  item 
being  considered  by  the  Treasurer,  I  in- 
tend  to  move  the  recommittal  of  paragraphs 
J,  K,  and  L  of  iiem  334,  which  deals  with 
oils. 

Mr.  McDonald  (Kennedy)  [1X.3S].-- 
Seeing  that  honorable  members  desire  so 
large  a  number  of  items  to  be  recom- 
mitted, may  I  suggest  to  the  Treas,urer 
that  he  should  agree  to  recommit  the  whole 
Tariff  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [1X.36]. — I  am  very  pleased  with 
the  tone  ctf  honorable  members.  Of  course, 
tiiere  are  arxxnalies  which  I  desire  to  have 
corrected,  but  I  feel  that  if  I  were  to 
agree  to  the  reoxnmittal  of  one  item  I 
must  agree  to  the  recommiftal  of  all  items 
that  might  be  desired. 

Mr.  McDonald.  —  Does  the  honorable 
gentleman  say  that  he  must  agree  to  my 
suggestion,  too? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No;  I  do  not 
agree  to  recommit  the  whole  Tariff.  So 
far  as  I  can  leain,  the  recommittal  of  a 
large  number  of  items  would  be  proposed 
if  I  agreed  to  the  reoxnmittal  of  one  item. 
If  honorable  monbers  will  stand  by  me,  as 
I  feel  that  they  will,  we  shall  not  have  any 
items  recommitted  at  the  present  time,  be- 
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cause  it  w^ould  take  a  long  while  to  deal 
with  the  items  desired  to  be  recommitted 
and  to  rectify  anomalies.  It  is  quite  im- 
possible to  pass  a  large  Tariff  without  its 
containing  a  number  of  ancmaties.  It 
would  not  be  wise  on  my  part  to  pick  out 
a  few  of  the  cases  which  have  been  men- 
tioned by  honorable  members,  but  it  is  my 
intention  to  use  al!  the  persuasive  influence 
I  can  with  the  Senate  to  deal  with  most 
of  them.  I  could  mention  a  few  special 
items,  but  honorable  members  can  depend 
upon  it  that  while  they  are  enjoying  a 
holiday  and  while  the  Senate  is  dealing 
with  the  Tariff  I  shall  be  Ijere  for  a  great 
part  of  the  time  to  help  if  I  can  to  get 
anomalies  removed.  I  am  anxious  that  the 
public  shall  feel  that  every  care  has  been 
taken  to  prevent  anomalies.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  say  that  I  want  a  Tariff  which 
cannot  be  attacked  in  a  serious  way  as  the 
last  one  was  attacked.  It  has  been  dis- 
covered that  a  mistake  was  made  in  regard 
to  discs.  Telegrams  have  been  sent  to-day 
to  Collectors  of  Customs  to  allow  them  to 
come  in  as  minor  parts,  as  the  law  allows. 
There  will  be  no  difficulty  on  that  score, 
and  all  the  trouble  to  the  farming  classes 
in  that  regard  is,  therefore,  over. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It -has  been  sug- 
gested on  this  side  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  might  recommit  the  item  dealing 
with  pianos. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  want 
to  have  another  discussTon  such  as  we  had 
yesterday,  at  any  rate  for  a  while.  I 
hope  that  hcmorable  memters  will  support 
me  in  my  action,  not  because  I  do  not  want 
to  recommit  any  items,  but  because  I  dc 
not  think  that  at  this  particular  time  hon- 
OTable  members  could  stop  as  long  at 
would  be  required  to  deal  with  all  the  re- 
cCHnmittals  which  would  be  desired:  There 
fore,  I  shall  not  agree  to  the  recommittal 
of  any  item. 

Mr.  Watson. — In  view  of  the  statement 
of  the  Treasurer  the  best  thing  which  I 
and  perhaps  other  honm-able  meml^ers  can 
do  is  to  depend  upon  the  good  offices  of  the 
Government  in  ariuher  place.  I  ask  leave 
to  withdraw  my  motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Perhaps  the  House 
will  be  pleased  if  I  put  all  the  othrr  pro- 
positions in  (Mie  motion,  namely,  that  the 
reccMomittals  proi>osed  be  agreed  to. 

Honorable  ^^m^(3m^- 
Motions  negatived.  o 
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Original  question  resolved  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Resolutions  of  Cwnmittee  of  Ways  and 
Means  agreed  to. 

Motion  (by  Sir  Wijuliam"  Lyne)  agreed 
to— 

Tb.ll  Sir  William  Lvne  aod  Mr.  Groom  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  Bills  to  carry  out  the 
foregoing  resolutions. 

CUSTOMS  TARIFF  BILL. 
Bill  presented  bv  Sir  William  Lyne  and 
read  a  first  and  seocmd  time. 

In  Committee: 

Clause  I— {Short  Title). 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11.40]. — With  erne  or  two  excep- 
tions, the  provisions  of  this  Bill  are  similar 
to  those  in  the  old  Act.  The  exoeptions 
.ire  clauses  6  and  8.  Clause  6  deals 
specially  with  the  preference  to  Great 
Britain.  The  honOTable  member  for  B^- 
digo  called  attention  to  the  need  for  such 
a  provision,  and  I  was  able  to  tell  him 
that  it  was  already  incorporated  in  the 
Bill.  Clause  8  saves  the  South  African 
preference.  The  question  was  raised  whilst 
tlie  schedule  was  under  consideration,  and 
I  lold  honorable  members  that  such  pro- 
vision would  be  made. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — Is  there  any  provision  in 
ref;ard  to  the  island  trade? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No.  Sub- 
clause 2  of  clause  3  is  a  provision  that  is 
new  to  our  Tariff  Acts,  but  cjcaiunon  to 
Tariff  Acts  of  c^er  countries.  It  pro- 
vides that — 

The  he.idings  of  the  respective  divisions  in 
the  Schedule  are  used  solely  for  cooTenience  of 
cla'^t^ification,  and  shall  not  in  any  way  affect 
the  iiilerpretatioD  of  the  Customs  Tariff. 

Ttiat  sub-clause  is  designed  to  facilitate 
the  administratiiMi  of  the  Act. 

Clause  agreed  to. 
Clauses  2  to  9  agreed  to. 

Schedule — 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  move— 

Tli^U  the  definitions  "Sheet"  and  "Plate." 
.T|M>c.iring  in  the  heading  to  the  schedule,  be 
fed  out. 

This  amendment  is  necessary  in  conse- 
quence of  an  alteration  which  has  been 
made  in  the  schedule  itself. 

ifr.  Hi'ME  Cooic, — The  definitions  have 
liein  provided  in  the  items  themselves. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  is  so,  and 
we,  therefore,  do  not  require  them  in  the 
heading. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Am«idment  (by  Sir  William  Lyne) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  following  definition  be  inserted  in 
the  heading  to  the  schedule : — "  'Wool  or 
Woollen'  includes  all  manufactures  of  wool 
or  hair  or  combinations  thereof." 

Sdiedule,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  with  amendments. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [ir.45]. — I  propose  to  move,  with, 
the  concurrence  of  ttie  House,  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  Standing  Orders  to  enable  the 
Bill  to  pass  through  its  remaining  stage* 
without  delay. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  shall  object. 

EXCISE  TARIFF  BILL. 

Bill  founded  upon  the  resolutions  of 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  presented 
by  Sir  William  Lvne,  and  passed  through 

ail  its  stages  without  amendment. 

SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion  (by  Sir  W^illiam  Lyne)  agreed 

to— 

That  the  House,  at  its  rising,  adjourn  tmtil 
II  4.ni.  to-morrow. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Order  of  Business. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11.50]. — I  raavt — 

That  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  every  prospect 
of  our  being  able  to  adjourn  to-morrow 
for  the  Christmas  vacation,  and  a  strentious 
attempt  will  be  made  to  finish  our  business 
then.  I  ask  honorable  members  to  assist 
us  in  doing  so. 

Mr.  Watson. — What  business  is  it  pro- 
posed to  take  to-morrow  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— There  is  the 
Excise  Procedure  Bill.  X  am  not  sure  that 
the  Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill  will 
be  proceeded  with.  That  is  a  matter  upon 
whidi  I  shall  have  to  consult  the  Prime 
Minister.  Personally,  I  think  that  not 
much  will  be  gained  by  dealing  with  the 
measure  to-morrow,  because  its  c<msidera- 
tion  cannot  be  advanced  beyond  a  certain 
point  until  we  re-assemble  next  year. 

Mr.  Wilson.— What  about  the  J)efenoe 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  will  be 
made  to-morrow.  There  are  also  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  in  the  Quaran- 
tine Bill.  I  do  not  know  what  will  be 
done  in  regard  to  that  matter. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [11.52]. 
— In  my  opinion,  it  would  be  utuair  to 
proceed  with  the  Manufactures  Encourage- 
ment Bill  to-morrow.  I  do  not  say  that 
from  any  hostilit;^  to  the  measure,  although 
I  voted  against  its  second  reading.  ^  But, 
seeing  that  it  invoh-es  the  appropriation  of 
an  immense  sum  of  public  money,  there 
ought  to  be  great  care  taken  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  schedule. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  hardly  think  that 
the  Bill  will  be  taken  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WATSON'.— It  would  be  hardly 
fair  to  ask  the  House  to  consider  it  then, 
especially  as,  in  any  case,  it  cannot  be 
passed  into  law  until  it  has  gone  through 
the  Senate,  and  the  Tariff  must  take  pre- 
cedence of  other  business  there.  At  the 
present  time,  commercial  enterprises  are 
hung  up  awaiting  parliamentary  decision 
on  the  Tariff. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [11.54].— I 
expected  to  have  an  opportunity  to  move  a 
motion  regarding  a  matter  of  urgent  im- 
portance of  which  I  have  given  notice.  I 
know  that  the  House  is  very  tired,  but  I 
should  like  to  ascertain  whether  the  Go- 
vernment can  see  their  way  clear  to  allow 
me  the  opportunity  to  move  that  motion 
to-morrow  ? 

Mr.  Watson. — What  is  the  subject? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— It  is  a  motion  fop 
the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee  to 
inquire  into  certain  matters  affecting  the 
working  of  the  postal,  telegraphic  and 
telephonic  systems  of  the  Comrmmwealth. 
In  my  opinion,  no  inquir\-  has  ever  been 
more  urgently  needed.  The  present 
state  of  affairs  from  beginning  to 
end,  is  unsatisfactory,  whether  one  has  re- 
gard to  the  conditions  under  which  the 
employes  are  working,  the  administration 
cf  the  Telephone  Branch,  the  sweating  of 
the  semi-official  postal  officials,  or  other 
phases  of  the  matter.  I  have  no  desire  to 
car.p  at  the  Government.  Very  many  of  the 
evils  which  exist  are  due  to  conditions  over 
which  they  have  no  control,  though  there 
are  evils  which  they  could  remedy.  The 
matter  concerns  both  the  public  and  the 
officials  of  the  Department,  and  I  think 
that  the  result  of  an  investigation  would 
be  that  anomalies  would  appear  so  glaring, 
and  the  true  cause  of  difficulties  so  ob- 
vious, that  the  Government  would  be  able 
to  arrive  at  a  proper  solution  of  the  whole 
[263]— 2* 


problem.  The  Department  would  then  be 
properly  organized,  the  public  better 
served,  and  the  employ^  better  treated. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11.56]. — The  matter  to  which  the 
honOTable  member  for  Gwydir  has  referred 
is  one  upon  which  I  cannot  make  a  definite 
statement  without  consulting  the  Prime 
Minister.  I  hc^,  tomorrow,  to  make  a 
statement  to  the  House  in  r^ard  to  certain 
proposals  for  expendituie  in  connexion 
with  the  Post  Office.  I  do  not  feel  dis- 
posed to  take  the  responsibility  of -finding 
the  UKMiey  for  the  proposed  expenditure 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  House,  and 
I  intend,  therefore,  to  say  what  is  pro- 
posed, and  to  test  the  feeling  of  honorable 
members  before  providing  money  for  cer- 
tain expenditure  for  which  provision  is  not 
made  cm  the  Estimates. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  about  the 
increments  to  salaries  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  think  I  have 
already  said  that  they  are  to  be  paid. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

House  adjourned  at  11.57  P-i^. 


^ouse  of  fieprrsentatibes. 

Friday,  13  December ,  igoj. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair   at  ii.o 
a.m.,  and  read  prayers. 
AUDITOR-GENERAL'S  REPORT. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  have  received  the 
Treasure's  statement  of  receipts  and  ex- 
penditure during  the  year  ended  30th 
June,  1907,  accompanied  by  the  report  of 
the  Auditor-General,  which  I  now  lay  on 
the  table. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 

ALLEGED    FORGED  SIGNATURES 
TO  PETITION. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Honorable  members 
will  remember  that  a  short  time  since,  in 
adopting  a  report  of  the  Printing  Com- 
mittee, it  was  directed  that  a  petition 
which  had  contained  some  signatures  which 
were  believed  to  be  forgeries,  should  be 
forwarded  by  the  Clerk  of  this  House  to 
the  Attorney- General  for  such  action  as 
he  might  think  fit  to  take.  A  reply  has 
now  been  received  froni- the  Attorne>*- 
General's  DepaiWiftl^iSWawPgWin  ask 
the  Clerk  to  read. 
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Letter  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  follows — 

Attorney-Gene ral's  Department, 
Melbourne,  iitl)  December,  1907. 

Sir,— 

deferring  to  your  letter  of  the  i6th  ultimo 
(No.  1907/246),  forwarding;  an  extract  from  the 
Votes  and  Proceedings  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
lenLitives  relating  to  certain  alleged  forged  sig- 
natures tu  n  petition  from  electors  of  the  Hume 
Division,  -.iniY  your  further  communication  for- 
warding the  petition  and  correspondence  in  con- 
nexion  therewith,  I  liave  the  mnout  to  inform 
you  that  all  the  papers  have  been  submitted  to 
the  Crown  Solicitor,  who  advises  that  in  his 
opinion,  a  prosecution  for  forgery  would  be  un- 
successful. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

GosiKiN  H.  Castle, 
Acting  Secretary. 

The  Clerk, 

House  of  Representatives. 

MILITARY  BOARD. 

Mr.  .SALMON."  I  desire  to  ask  the 
Minister  of  Defence,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  on  several  >xcasions  the  question  of 
including  in  the  Miiitarj'  Board  scane 
members  of  the  Militia  Forces  has  U-en  un- 
der consideration  In  this  House,  and  ques- 
tions have  been  asked  about  it  In  myself 
and  other  hnnoralile  members,  whether  he 
will  give  the  House  information— which 
apparently  has  gone  from  the  Department 
to  the  press  already — concerning  his  in- 
tentions in  this  regard? 

Mr.  EWIXG. — I  am  not  responsible  for 
what  has  appeared  in  the  press.  I  spend 
a  good  deal  of  my  time  in  SOTjewhat  ac- 
rimonious discussions  with  representatives 
of  the  |)ress,  because  they  allege  that  they 
■do  not  get  enough  information  concern- 
ing the  business  of  ray  Department.  The 
honorable  member  for  Laanecoorie  thinks 
that  in  this  case  they  have  managed  tu 
,get  too  much.  With  regard  to  the  state- 
ment to  which  reference  has  been  made,  1 
may  say  that  it  is  accurate.  The  Prime 
Minister  will  make  a  statement  with  re- 
gard to  the  matter  a  little  later  on. 

Mr.  Salmon.— Does  not  the  Minister 
think  that  honorable  members  should  be 
informed  ? 

Mr.  LWING.— Yes.  I  did  not  inform 
any  one;  but  the  honorable  member  must 
lie  aware  of  the  extraordinary  ingenuity, 
ability,  and  intelligence  of  the  reprcsen- 
tatix'cs  of  the  press.  I  am  often  astounded 
by  ilie  information  I  see  published.  The 
]'ara;;r:iplis  are  often  "  kites,"  but  they 
arc  M:)mt  times  correct,  as  to  the  informa- 
ti"n  they  con\'ev. 


KEROSENE  DUTIES. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— In  refer- 
ence to  sOTie  remarks  previously  made  with 
regard  to  the  higher  price  charged  for  kero- 
sene, in  consequence  of  the  duties  imposed, 
I  think  that,  in  justice  to  one  firm,  at  any 
rate,  it  is  right  that  I  should  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  if  he  has  received  infcffmatioa 
to  the  effect  communicated  to  me  by 
letter? 

Mr.  Deakin. — Is  that  from  the  Co- 
lonial Oil  Company  ?  If  it  is,  I  read  it  to 
the  House  yesterday.  ■ 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOXiSON.— Then  it 
is  unnecessary  that  I  should  say  any  more 
in  connexion  with  the  matter. 

POSTAL,    TELEGRAPHIC,  AND 
TELEPHONIC  SYSTEMS. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Following  up  the 
statnnents  which  1  made  on  the  motion 

for  the  adjournment  of  the  House  last 
night,  I  wish  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister 
whether  the  Government  are  prepared  to 
allow  time  for  the  discussion  of  the  notice 
of  mcrtion  standing  at  the  head  of  the 
general  business  for  to-day  ?  This  notice 
appears  in  my  name,  and  deals  with  a 
matter  of  urgency  and  of  importance  to 
the  public  welfare.  I  believe  that  my 
proposal  so  accurately  represents  the  feel- 
ing of  the  House  on  the  question  that 
honorable  members  would  be  prepared  to 
allow  the  motion  to  pass  almost  as  afwmal 
motion.  The  Prime  Minister  was  not 
present  when  I  referred  to  the  matter  last 
night,  and  I  now  ask  him  whether  the 
Government  are  prepared  to  give  the  time 
necessary  to  deal  with  the  question? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Considering  that  the 
Go\-ernment  find  themselves  cmnpelled  to 

set  aside  several  measures  which  they  be- 
lieve to  be  of  urgent  importance,  it  is 
plain  that  they  cannot  be  expected  to  have 
general  notices  of  motion  called  on  in  pre- 
ference. If  there  were  time  to  deal  with 
the  motion  referred  to  by  the  honorable 
member  and  with  other  general  motions  on 
the  paper,  there  would  be  time  to  deal 
with  those  Government  Bills.  I  regard  the 
motion  in  the  name  of  the  honorable  roem- 
l»er  as  one  of  the  most  important  that  could 
very  well  lie  submittetl  in  that  regard.  He 
seeks  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee with  full  powers 

to    inquire    into    and    report  upon  ilbe  postal 

telegraphic,  and  tcl.i^ijt<pi£3  ©^^^ 
working  thereof.  ^ 
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That  would  mean  an  investigati<Hi  perhaps 
only  second  in  magnitude  and  importance 
to  that  of  the  Tariff  Conunission. 

Mr.  Webstzk. — It  would  be  far  more 
important. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  admit  that  the  hon- 
orable member  has  been  following  up  this 
subject  with  great  persistence.  If  it  were 
alleged  by  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  that 
there  is  no  cause  for  dissatisfaction  and 
that  there  is  no  need  for  reform,  I  could 
understand  the  honorable  member  press- 
ing his  motion.  But  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  my  honorable  colleague  the  Post- 
master-General, who  has  not  long  occupied 
the  office,  has  most  publicly  admitted  that 
there  is  need  for  searching  investigation 
and  fcH*  action,  and  tliat  he  is  makii^  that 
investigation  and  itaking  that  action,  it 
is,  I  think,  reas<Hiable  that  he  ^ould  be 
allowed  sufficittit  time  to  see  whether  the 
task  he  has  undertaken  is  bevwid  his 
strength.  FerscHjally,  I  do  not  think  that 
it  is. 

Mr.  Webster. — The  fact  is  that  he 
cannot  get  enough  money  to  do  what  is 
required. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  am  afraid  that  is 
entering  into  a  larger  question.    I  can 

remind  tlie  honorable  member  that  yt-ster- 
clay  another*  proposal  nf  a  verv  grave 
nature  was  submitted  for  flrastie  changes 
in  respect  of  the  Post  Oflirp. 

Mr.  Webster. — The  difficulty  would  be 
solved  by  the  body  sought  to  be  appointed 
by  my  motion. 

Mr.  DEAKIX. — Tf  honoralile  members 
wen?  agreed  amongst  themsifKt-s  a.s  to  the 
course  to  be  taken  and  the  remedies  to  be 
devine^l,  the  Government  would  soon  l>e 
able  to  put  a  measure  through  the  House 
without  waiting  for  a  report  from  the  Select 
Committee  referred  to  in  the  honorable 
member's  motion.  I  cannot  accede  to  the 
honorable  member's  request  in  view  of 
the  task  in  which  the  Postmaster-Gen- 
eral is  engaged,  and  in  view  of  the  fact 
chat  at  the  .present  stage  of  the  session 
it  would  be  impossible  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion as  its  importance  (lemands. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  desire  to  ask  the. 
Prime  Minister,  further,  whether  he  will 
agree  to  give  time  for  the  consideration 
of  my  motion,  provided  that  it  is  allowed 
to  go  without  discussion  ? 

Mr.  DEAKTX.— I  have  not  the  power 
to  ask  honorable  members  whether  they 
would  agree  to  that  course,  but  must  say, 


on  the  part  of  the  Goveriunent,  that  before 
any  such  motion  can  be  assented  to,  it 
will  be  necessary  for  my  colleague  to  state 
the  case  as  he  se»  it  in  regaiid  to  the  De- 
partment and  the  reforms  whidi  he  pro- 
poses to  carry  out. 

PUBLIC  SERVICE  EXAMINATIONS. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  have  observed  that 
in  a  list  of  the  scholarships  secured  by 
scholars  of  one  of  the  colleges  in  Mel- 
bourne, the  statement  is  made  that  a  Mir. 
E.  A.  H.  Randall 

passed  qualifytng  examinAtion  as  engiaeer  to 
Commonwealth  Senice, 

and  that 

T,.  H.  Hurley,  W.  B.  Lancaster,  and  G.  Em- 
bellon  i>assed  examination  for  admission  to  Com- 
munwealth  Service. 

I  wish  to  know  whether  the  examination 
referred  to  was  a  separate  examinaticm 
for  pupils  attending  this  college,  or  was 
an  open  examin^ioo? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— So  far  as  I  am  in- 
formed at  the  present  moment,  this  was 
an  examinat'jon  open  to  students  at  the 
college  referreil  to. 

Mr.  TuDOB. — Only  for  collegians? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — ^As  I  am  informed,  it 
records  the  success  of  s<'holars  who  have 
[Kissed  the  official"  Public  Service  examina- 
tion, 

CHRISTMAS  RECESS. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  wish  to 
ask  the  Prime  Minister  wheiher  we  may 
hope  that  we  shall  be  able  to  conclude 
the  business  to-day  and  get  away  to  our 
hwnes? 

Jlr.  DEAKIN. — I  see  no  reason  to 
doubt  it. 

FEDERAL  CAPITAL. 

Mr.  WILKS. — 1  desire  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  a  question  without  notice.  Refer- 
ence has  been  made  in  tlie  press  to  <-om- 
munications  passing  between  the  Premier 
of  New  South  Wales  and  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter of  the  Commonwealth  relative  to  the 
settlerowit  of  the  Federal  Capital  site.  In 
the  communk:ations  it  appears  that  the 
Prime  Minister  stated  that  the  Government 
could  not  deal  with  the  question  during 
this  portion  of  the  session,  owing  to  the 
Tariff  and  other  matters  which  were  before 
the  House.  The  honorable  gentleman  ap- 
pears then  to  have  been  asked  in  a  very 
courteous  way  whether  the  Government 
would    make    the   consideraticm   of  the 
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question  an  early  matter  when  our  attings 
are  resumed  ?  Now  thnX  the  olive  branch  has 
been  held  out  by  the  Premier  of  New  South 
Wales,  I  wish  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister 
whether  he  will  redprocate,  and  Agree  that 
the  settlement  of  the  questicm  should  be,  if 
not  the  6rst,  at  least  amongst  the  first  busi- 
ness taken  in  hajid  after  the  Christmas 
adjournment. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — But  for  an  unfortimate 
accident  my  reply  to  the  last  letten  from 
the  Premier  of  New  South  Wales  would 
have  been  in  his  hands  this  morning.  It 
has  missed  the  mail  for  Sydney,  and  will 
not  reach  him  until  to-morrow  morning. 
Until  he  has  received  it  I  do  not  propose 
to  make  it  public,  although  I  am  not  only 
willing,  but  anxious,  that  the  Premier  of 
New  South  Wales  should  lay  the  whole  cor- 
respondence before  the  public.  That  cot- 
respondence  has  been  conducted  thnoughout 
with  the  greatest  courtesy,  and  I  think  we 
have  shown  that  we  appreciate  the  manner 
in  which  the  case  has  been  submitted  to  us. 
I  believe  that  our  reply  to  the  Premier  of 
New  South  Wales  will  be  satisfactory  to 
that  honorable  gentleman. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Some  weeks  ago 
thirty  or  more  members  indicated  their  (k- 
sire  to  pay  a  visit  of  inspection  to  the 
Tooma  site ;  and,  in  view  of  the  fact  tlwit 
befcH^  Farliment  arrived  at  a  decision  in 
Kgsad  to  the  Federal  Capital,  very  in- 
adequate (provision  was  made  for  the  mem- 
bers of  both  Houses  to  visit  this  particular 
site,  I  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether  he 
is  willing  to  afford  the  necessary  fadlities 
now? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  Government  are, 
of  course,  practically  bound  by  the  Act 
already  on  the  statute-book,  in  which  a 
previous  Parliament  made  its  choree  of  a 
site.  At  the  same  time,  we  cannot  be 
blind  to  the  fact  that  a  number  of  mem- 
bers in  both  Houses  maintain  that  some 
sites  have  not  been  examined  as  they  ought 
to  have  been. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — What  is  de- 
sired is  the  fulfilment  of  the  compact  with 
New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  notice  that,  within 
the  last  few  days,  a  Minister  of  the  State 
Government  of  New  South  Wales  indi- 
cated the  possibility  that  Albury  might  yet 
be  chosen. 

Mr.  DuGAtD  Thomson.— A  Minister's 
expression  of  o[Mnioa  is  nothing. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— It  is  an  indication  of 
the  feeling  of  the  Sfate  to  which  we  de- 


sire to  pay  every  regard,  ■  consistent  with 
retaining  the  decision  in  our  own  hands. 
No  reply  can  be  given  referring  to  one 
site  only ;  but  I  trust  that,  by  the  time  the 
House  re-assembles,  members  will  haw 
clearly  decided  in  their  own  minds  whe- 
ther they  feel  that  they  are  under  any  dis- 
ability in  regard  to  any  other  sites.  When 
we  understand  the  feeling  of  members  of 
both  Houses,  the  Government  will  consider 
the  most  eomoraical  and  expedirjous  wav 
of  enabling  any  that  really  deserve  further 
examination  to  be  visited.  That  can  only 
be  promised,  of  course,  in  respect  to  meni- 
bers  who  have  not  already  inspected  the 
sites,  and  also,  in  the  most  se\^relv  econo- 
mical manner. 

Mr.  BOWDEN— If  it  is  found  to  be 
desirable  that  honorable  members  should 
pay  visits  of  inspection,  I  should  like  to 
know  whether  the  Prime  Minister  wil! 
airange  that  they  be  paid  during  the 
Uinstmas  adjournment,  so  that  we  mav  be 
able  to  deal  with  the  whole  question  <as  soon 
as  the  House  re-assembles 

Mr  DEAKIN.-Visits  of  inspection 
will  be  impossible  during  the  Christmas 
season;  and  except  in  regard  to  the  site 
mentioned  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Gwydir.  no  application  has  been  made. 
We  desire  to  make  an  end  of  these  visits, 
and  of  the  whole  question;  consequent] v 
It  honorable  members  desire  that  anv  fur- 
ther sites  be  inspected,  thev  should  make 
known  at  once  the  number  of  members  who 
wish  to  take  part  in  the  visit. 

TELEPHONE  BUREAUX. 
Provision  of  Sitting  Accommodation. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— I  wish  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General,  without  notice,  whe- 
ther, in  view  of  the  prolonged  delays  that 
take  place  in  certain  telqAone  bureaux 
before  subscribers  can  use  the  telephone 
—I  refer  particularly  to  Springwood  and 
Katoomba— he  will  cause  a  few  diairs  or 
seats  to  be  provided  for  the  con\-enicnce 
of  the  public  who  have  to  wait  for  the 
use  of  the  telephone?  It  is  no  uncommon 
thing  to  see  people  standing  or  leaning 
against  the  walls  at  some  of  these 
bureaux  for  nearly  an  hour.  Some- 
times they  are  ladies  with  infants  in  their 
arms.  This  sort  of  thing  is  very  unde- 
sirable, and  an  arrangement  such  as  I  sug- 
gest would  be  a  great  convenience 

Mr.  MAUGER.— If  the  honorable 
member  will  give  me  particulars, ,  I  will 
see  what  can  be  ^jgMbedbyCjOOgle 
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ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  wiah  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  be  is  yet  able  to 
inform  the  House  as  to  the  business  iox 
4o-day,  and  whether  it  is  proposed  to  take 
the  Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  did  hope  that,  after 
'the  Excise  Procedure  Bill,  we  should  have 
been  EU>le  to  £0  on  with  the  measure  to 
which  the  honorable  member  refers,  but 
inquiries  have  been  made»  and  several 
honorable  members  have  indicated  that 
they  do  not  pn^xKe  to  oxisent  to  its  pas- 
-sage  tbrough  Committee  without  address- 
ing thonselves  to  amendments  of  a  serious 
character,  whidi  they  think  ought  to  be  dis- 
cussed. In  those  circumstances.  I  am  sorry 
to  say  that  it  appears  imp(»sible  to  hope 
that  that  measure  could  be  passed,  even 
if  we  meet  again  next  week.  It  bids  fair 
to  occupy  a  week  of  itself,  frcan  what  we 
-can  learn  of  the  amendments  prc^)OGed  to 
"be  moved. 

Mr.  Watson. — What  is  the  business 
for  to-day? 

>fr.  DEAKIN.— The  Excise  Procedure 
Bill,  and,  with  the  consent  of  the  leader 
•of  the  Opposition,  which  I  hope  he  will 
give,  the  Senate's  amendments  of  the 
■Quarantine  Bill.  I  do  not  want  to  be  un- 
Teascmable,  but  that  is  a  very  neoessarr 
measure.  When  honorable  members  are 
taking  their  departure,  I  shall  be  prepared 
to  explain  the  defence  policy. 

NAVAL  AGREEMENT. 

5Ir.  JOHNSON. — In  view  of  certain 
statements  which  have  appeared  in  the 
press,  and  which  indicate  a  radical  change  in 
the  naval  defence  policy  of  the  Government, 
I  desire  to  ask  Ibe  Prime  Minister  whether 
tie  is,  or  contonplates,  negotiating  with 
the  Imperial  authorities  with  a  view  to 
the  termination  of  the  present  Naval 
Agreement  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Some  portion  of  the 
statement  which  I  propose  to  make  will 
■deal  very  fully  with  that  questicm. 

STANDARD  SIZE  OF  BAGS. 
Mr.  PAGE.— I  wish  to  ask  the  Min- 
ister of  Trade  and  Customs  a  question 
■without  noti<%.  In  the  account  published 
in  yesterday's  Herald  of  an  interview  re- 
garding the  weight  of  cornsacks,  a  Mr. 
Peverill,  of  Charlton,  is  reported  to  have 
«aid  that  the  Federal  Parliament  should 
ciot  consider  the  stevedores  as  compared 
with  the  fanners,  and  that  he  want^,  if 


anything,  a  larger  bag  than  the  present. 
He  did  not  know  whether  Java  sugar  bags 
would  be  too  large.  Does  the  Minister 
know  the  wdght  of  wheat  in  one  of  those 
Java  sugar  bags,  and  does  he  think,  on  the 
score  of  humanity,  that  any  man  should  be 
asked  to  carry  it? 

Mr.  AUStiN  CHAPMAN.— The  state- 
ment as  quoted  by  the  honorable  member 
f flora  the  Herald  was  not  made  at  the 
deputation. 

Mr.  Tudor. — It  was  made  at  their  meet- 
ing before. 

Mr.  AUSTIN"  CHAPMAN.— I  do  not 
know  anything  about  the  meeting  held  be- 
fore. I  had  a  Java  bag  filled  with  wheat, 
and  it  weighed  337  lbs.  I  invited  several 
members  of  the  deputaticm  to  try  to  carry- 
it,  and  they  informed  me  that  the  only  am' 
who,  if  he  had  been  presuit,  would  have 
carried  it,  to  show  what  could  be  done,  was 
the  honorable  member  for  Indi. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN.— We  have  had 
a  deputation  this  morning  to  the  Premier 
of  Victoria,  and  there  appears  to  be  some 
misunderstanding  regarding  the  letter  which 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Custcons  read 
yesterday  to  the  deputation.  I  desire  to 
ask  the  Minister,  in  view  of  the  cwiflict  of 
interests,  that  no  action  should  be  taken 
until  this  House,  after  it  reassembles,  has 
had  an  opportunity  of  expressing  an  opinion 
upon  it. 

Several  H<»40rable  Members. — Oh  '. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN.— Honwable 
members  may  say  "  Oh,"  but  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  consider  both  sides.  We 
are  not  talking  of  bags  weighing  315  lbs. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber must  not  debate  the  question. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN.— We  want  to 
stick  to  the  240  lbs.  bag.  An  assurazxK 
from  the  Minister  that  there  will  be  no 
alteration  until  this  House  has  an  oppor- 
tunity of  deciding  the  question,  so  far  as 
it  can  do  so,  will  give  great  satisfac- 
tkm  to  the  large  number  of  farmers  con- 
cerned. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— It  is  diffi- 
cult to  conceive  how  there  could  be  any 
misunderstanding  about  the  letter  referred 
to  by  the  honorable  member.  I  shall  have 
pleasure  in  laying  it  upon  the  fable.  It 
consists  of  only  about  half-a-dozen  lines 
sent  by  Mr.  Bwit. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — He  was  invited  by 
the  honorable  member  to  do  so. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.- 1  invited 
him  to  «tpress  an  opinion,  and  he  stat>^ 
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clearly  that  the  Victorian  Government  in- 
tend to  introduce  legislation  that  will  pre- 
vent the  use  of  bags  for  grain  that  will 
hold  more  than  200  lbs.  I  have  stated  re- 
peatedly that  we  are  in  entire  accorti  with 
that  view.  The  deputation  urged  yesterday, 
through  the  honorable  membtr  for  Bendigo, 
that  we  should  have  uniformity.  New  Zea- 
land, by  a  committee  representing  all  inte- 
rests, has  decided  that  200  lbs.  should  be 
the  maximum,  and  the  Prime  Minister  of 
New  Zealand  stated  that  if  he  had  his  way 
he  would  make  the  limit  100  lbs.  We  do 
not  wish  to  interfere  with  those  who  have 
bags  her^,  and  plenty  of  notice  will  Ije 
given  before  an  alteration  takes  effect,  but 
we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
time  has  arrived  when  we  must  stop  the 
putting  of  wheat  into  bags  to  the  ext«it 
that  has  obtained  in  the  past. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  should  like  to 
ask  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs 
whether  it  is  not  a  fact  that  the  deputation 
of  farmers,  which  waited  on  him  yester- 
day, repudiated  any  desire  to  use  heavy 
bags,  and  merely  asked  that  the  old  stan- 
dard bag  of  240  lbs.  should  be  sanctimed  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  depu- 
tation, yesterday,  did  repudiate  any  de- 
sire to  use  heavy  bags,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  it  was  admitted  that  many  farmers 
were  using  them ;  and  it  is  well  known  that 
this  is  the  fact.  The  deputation  asked  that 
the  weight  should  be  r«juced  to  240  lbs., 
and  I  freely  admit  that  something  must  be 
d<me  in  the  way  of  Government  interven- 
tion, or,  otherwise,  the  heavy  bags  will  con- 
tinue to  be  used. 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— I  understand  that  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  rests  his 
decision  to  reduce  the  size  of  corn  sacks 
to  200  lbs,,  mainly  on  the  letter  received 
fr<Mn  the  Victorian  Premier,  indorsing  that 
view.  I  should  like  to  ask  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  Premier  has  de- 
cided, notwithstanding  that  letter,  that  the 
standard  size  of  sacks,  so  far  as  the  State 
is  concerned,  should  be  240  lbs.,  the 
Minister  will  announce  to  the  House  that 
he  does  not  intend  to  persevere  in  his  in- 
tention to  further  reduce  the  size. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— So  far  as 
I  know  the  Premier  of  Victoria  has  not 
withdrawn  his  letter;  but  if  he  were  to 
wJfh^rnn,  it  a  dozen  times  that  fact  would 
ly  opini(Hi. 


CUSTOMS  INFORMATION: 
ALLEGED  DISCLOSURE. 

Mr.  .WILKS. — In  reference  to  the  reply 
given  by  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs,  to  my  question,  yesterday,  in  re- 
gard to  an  alleged  disclosure  of  an  oflndal 
communication  to  the  Customs  Department, 
I  should  like  to  know  whether  he  has  yet 
received  any  reply,  and,  further,  whether 
it  is  not  the  fact  that  the  information 
trickled  out  through  himself. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  have  not 
had  time  to  consult  the  oflKers  of  the  De- 
partment, but  I  was  informed  late  last 
night  that  the  informaticm  had  gone  from 
me  direct — that  I  was  asked  to  furnish 
copies  of  circulars,  and  that  I  had  fur- 
nished to  Mr.  Beale  the  document  referred 
to. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Then  the  Minister  is  the 
culprit. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  do  not 
know  whether  or  not  I  should  be  called  a 
culprit ;  but  I  am  making  the  roost  com- 
plete inquiry.  I  desire  to  see  whether  any- 
thing improper  has  been  d<me,  though,  in 
my  opinion,  that  is  not  the  case.  As  1 
say,  I  was  informed  late  last  night  that  1 
hiid  forwarded  copies  of  circulars,  and 
amongst  them  this,  to  Mr.  Beale.  I  have 
asked  it»  officers  of  the  D^artment  to 
make  inquiries,  and  to  obtain  copies  of  let- 
ters I  have  written,  and  so  form. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — But  this  docu- 
ment was  not  a  drcular. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— If  anvone 
asked  me  for  a  written  statement  of  infor- 
mation in  the  custody  of  the  Depart- 
ment, I  should  be  very  loth  to  give  it,  and 
if  it  were  of  a  private  and  CMifidential 
character,  it  would  certainlv  not  be  handed 
over.  But,  naturally,  I  should  pass  on  a 
circular,  especially  if  it  appeared  to  be  one 
which  required  answering. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thohson. — The  Treasurer 
admits  that  it  was  not  a  circular,  but  a 
document,  handed  to  him. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— That  is 
what  I  am  inquiring  into.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  no  one  handed  me  any  document  of 
the  kind ;  and  I  do  not  know  how  the 
document  referred  to  came  into  mv  posses- 
sion, except  in  the  way  that  we  all  or- 
dinarily get  circulars.  I  do  not  wish 
reflections  to  be  thrown  on  any  one; 
and  if  I  did  send  on  this  document,'  I  shall 
be  prepared  to  frankly  admit  the  fact,  and 
take  the  respCHisibilitv.  (T^jdenwljo  make 
quite  sure  of  th^^'W^  Itrfar  ViScFl  hrK. 
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teen  told  that  I  sent  this  document  on,  1 
do  not  wish  the  slightest  blame  to  be  at- 
tached to  any  officer  of  the  Department. 
I  do  not  think  any  officer  of  the  Depart- 
ment would  be  guilty  of  disclosing  infor- 
mation of  this  kind ;  personally.  I  should 
not  give  any  information  except  in  the  ordi- 
nary wav ;  and  immediatelv  I  am  placed  in 
possession  of  the  facts,  they  shall  be  laid 
before  the  Home,  so  that  honorable  mem- 
bers may  judge  for  themselves. 

SUXSHINE  HARVESTER  WORKS. 
Dismissal  of  Employe. 
Mr.  McDOUGALL.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister,  without  notice,  if  his  at- 
tention has  been  drawn  to  the  case  r  f 
Charles  Dav,  who  was  dismissed  from 
McKay's  foundry,  because  he  refused  to 
sign  a  document'  which  deduced  his  wage 
status  under  Mr.  Justice  Higtlins'  award 
from  IDS.  a  day,  as  a  blacksmith,  to  8s.. 
as  an  iron-bender,  and  whether  the  Prime 
Minister  has  seen  the  document,  which 
reads  as  follows — 

I,  the  undersigned,  being  classified  as  an  iron- 
bender  in  the  employment  of  Mr.  H.  V.  McKay, 
Sunshine  Harvester  Works,  Sunshine,  on  lime 
work,  in  the  manufactures  referred  to  in  the 
*'  Excise  Tariff  Act  IQ06,"  at  the  rate  of  wnges 
of  IS.  ojd.  per  hour,  t^ual  to  8a.  6d.  per  day, 
from  the  qth  November,  1907,  or  later  date  of 
eng.igeroent,  I  hereby  certify  that  the  above 
classification  and  rate  of  oay  is  correct  accordinc; 
to  the  Excise  Tariff  standard  which  I  have  read. 

Will  the  Prime  Minister  take  steps  to  pre- 
vent any  further  abuse  of  power  on  the  part 
of  employers  in  the  direction  indicated? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— This  is  the  first  that 
I  have  heard  of  that  course  having  been 
taken.  I  assume,  of  course,  from  what  is 
stated  that  it  is  a  real  case ;  and  shall 
ask  my  honorable  and  learned  colleague 
to  investigate  it  and  any  similar  cases. 

f  NEW  PROTECTION. 

■  Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  desire  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  whether  he  has  read,  in 
the  press  of  to-day,  that  the  new  protection 
proposals  are  not  meeting  with  general  sat- 
isfaction amongst  his  friends,  and  that 
quit©  a  number  have  "gone  back"  cm  him. 
Further,  I  should  like  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  whether  he  has  noticed  that  the 
Melbourne  Age  of  this  morning  calls  him 
a.  "dreamer"  and  a  "cynic,"  because  he  has 
proposed  this  new  protection,  and  whether, 
in  the  face  of  that  feeling  on  the  part  of 
the  Age,  he  proposes  to  press  the  matter 
furtiuir  ? 


Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  do  not  think  that  I 
should  pursue  the  honorable  member  with 
explanations.  Some  newspapers  are  ad- 
yei^ly  criticisijig  the  methods  prpposed  to 
be  adopted  in  connexion  with  the  new  pro- 
tection, but  I  am  very  gratified  to  find  that 
its  object  and  the  general  principle  under- 
lying it  have  received  a  general  sanction, 
e\*en  from  some  of  our  opponents.  What 
they  object  to  is  not  the  end  in  view,  but 
the  insufficiency  of  the  machinery  proposed 
to  be  adopted.  That  is  a  matter  which  is 
fairly  open  to  criticism. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — The  millennium 
would  be  a  good  thing. 

Mr.  DEAKIX.— If  the  criticism  of  the 
new  protection  is  limited  to  the  means  to 
be  adopted,  we  shall  welcome  it  from  what- 
ever quarter  it  may  come,  and  gladly  re- 
ceive suggesticxis  for  making  it  more 
effective, 

KALGOORLIE  TO  PORT  AUGUSTA 
RAILWAY  SURVEY  ACT. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  wish  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  whether  he  has  received  any  fur- 
ther informaticm  from  the  Premier  of  South 
Australia  regarding  the  prospect  of  the 
Parliament  of  that  State  passing  a  Bill  con- 
senting to  the  survey  authorized  in  theKal- 
goorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Act  being  carried  out? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Yes.  I  have  received 
a  telegram  from  the  Premier  of  South  Aus- 
tralia stating  that  he  has  every  hope  of 
passing  the  measure  in  question. 

PUBLIC  SERVANTS:  GRATUITIES. 

Case  of  the  Late  Mr.  Clabke. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Treasurer  whether  the  gratuity  which  has 
been  promised  for  some  m(xiths  past  to 
Mrs.  Clarke,  widow  of  the  late  Jos^^ 
Clarke,  who  sacrificed  his  life  on  the  altar 
of  duty  in  the  General  Post  OflSce,  Sydney, 
has  yet  been  paid,  and  if  not,  why  not? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  concluded  his  question  by  asking, 
"If  not,  why  not?"  The  reason  the 
gratuity  has  not  been  paid  is  because  I 
have  not  received  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment to  pay  it.  If  we  had  not  run  so 
close  to  the  Christmas  adjournment,  I  had 
intended  to  submit  to  the  House  a  Bill  that 
has  been  drafted,  with  a  schedule  attached, 
which  deals  not  only  with  the  case  of  the 
late  Mr.  Claike,  but  with  a  large  number 
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of  cases  of  a  similar  character.  Seeing 
that  provisicm  has  been  made  for  a  consider- 
able numba  of  cases,  it  is  necessary  for  us 
to  proceed  in  a  special  way,  otherwise  we 
may  practically  revive  the  payment  of  pen- 
sions or  gratuities  which  Parliament  de- 
cided some  three  years  ago  should  not  be 
continued. 

Mr.  Webster. — Does  the  Treasurer  in- 
tend to  make  provision  for  these  cases  be- 
fore the  Christmas  vacation  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Does  the  hon- 
orable member  think  that  is  possible  if  we 
are  to  adjourn  to-night  ? 

Mr.  Webster. — I  do  not  know. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  think 
diat  it  is.  Having  heard  that  a  question 
was  likely  to  be  asked  upon  this  subject, 
I  have  sent  to  the  Treasury  to  obtain  the 
Bill  to  which  I  have  previously  alluded. 
I  am  sorry  that  I  am  not  in  possession  of 
it  at  the  present  time,  as  I  should  then  be 
in  a  position  to  read  out  the  list  of  those 
whose  ca-ses  I  intend  to  submit  to  Parlia- 
ment. Personally,  my  s)-mpathies  are  with 
these  people,  and  I  should  like  to  pay  the 
gratuities  provided  for.  especially  the  one 
to  which  the  honorable  member  has  re- 
ferred. But  he  must  recognise  the  in- 
vidious position  in  which  I  should  place 
myself  if  T  authorized  the  payment  of  that 
gratuity  without  at  the  same  time  dealing 
with  the  other  cases.  I  might  very  reason- 
ably have  been  a.sked  why  I  had  selected 
one  case  for  special  treatment. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Of  course 
every  honorable  member  is  aware  that  this 
session  has  been  put  ri^ht  out  of  its  orbit, 
owing  to  the  necessity  for  dealing  with  the 
Tariff.  As  one  of  the  consequences  we 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  consider  the 
Estimates.  TherefcM-e,  the  questicm  of  pay. 
ment  of  gratuities  to  the  widows  of  un- 
fortunate <^Bcers  who  have  died  under 
peculiarly  distressing  circumstaiKes  has  not 
been  omsidered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  gratuities  are  not 
provided  for  upon  the  Estimates. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— But  under  ordi- 
nary ciratmstances  they  would  have  come 
up  far  consideraticKi. 

Mr.  Webster. — ^The  case  of  Mrs.  Clarke 
was  provided  for  upon  the  Estimates,  but 
the  item  has  been  removed  frcxn  them. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— I  am  aware  that 
it  appeared  upon  the  draft  Estimates.  A 
few  days  ago  the  Treasurer  showed  me 
some  half-dozen  cases  in  which  he  proposed 
to  erant  gratuities.  I  am  particularly  in- 
'"•■ested  in  one  of  them.    I  should  be  pre- 


pared to  heartily  support  every  <Kie  of  those- 
cases  if  they  appeared  upon  the  Estimates. 
In  view  of  the  peculiar  circumstances^ 
which  have  created  the  present  position,  I 
think  that  the  Treasurer  might  well  take 
it  upcm  himself  to  authorize  the  payment 
of  these  gratuities  in  one  or  two  of  the 
most  urgent  cases.  I  ask  him  if  he  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  adopting  that 
course,  trusting  to  Parliament  to  indorse 
his  action. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— As  I  have  pre- 
viously stated,  I  have  already  sent  for  the- 
Bill  to  which  I  have  alluded,  and  at  a. 
later  stage  I  shall  be  happy  to  let  the  honor- 
able member  see  it,  or,  perhaps,  to  an- 
nounce its  (xxitents  to  the  House. 

TELEPHONES. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON.— I  desire  to  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  when  he  expects- 
to  obtain  a  supply  of  telephones  to  take 
the  place  of  those  destroyed  by  the  recent 
fire  in  Melbourne? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Tenders  were  aecepted 
yesterday  for  a  supply  of  copper  wire,  and" 
a  cable  has  been  despatched  for  a  new  sup- 
ply of  telephones  to  take  the  place  of  those- 
destroyed. 

POSTAL  OFFICIALS: 
INCREMENTS. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  asked  the  Treasurer,. 
upon  notice — 

1.  Will  he  f;tve  authority  for  all  apprOTCtl  in- 
creases in  the  Postal  Department  to  be  paid  be- 
fore Christmas,  so  that  postal  officials  will  noT 
be  made  lo  suffer  because  of  the  Tariff  inter- 
vening before  the  passatrc  of  the  Estimates? 

2.  Has  this  not  been  done  in  some  caws,  and 
the  money  paid  out  of  the  Treasurer's  advance- 
account? 

3.  Will  he  make  a  special  note  of  senior  assis- 
tants, who  are  lowly  paid  i^cials,  and  tec  that 
their  advances  froiri  ist  Tuly  latt  are  paid  before 

Christmas? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— In  reply  to  the 
honorable  member's  questicms,  I  beg  to- 
state — 

1.  I  have  already  given  authority  for  all  In- 
creases approved  by  the  Public  Service  Com- 
missioner. The  ComniiFsioner,  however,  iofomw- 
me  that  the  increases  in  Postmasters'  salaries 
cannot  be  made  until  he  has  revalued  the  offices. 

2.  Yes.  Payments  have  been  made  in  cases- 
where  the  salarv  with  the  addition  of  increment 
did  not  exceed  £160. 

3.  Provision  has  been  made  on  the  Estimates 
for  a  new  grade  of  senior  assi^ttanis,  but  before- 
the  increases  can  be  allocated  reports  have  to 
be  obtained  as  to  the  assistants  most  deserving 
of  advancement.  Every  effort  will  be  mfcde  to 
complete  the  necessary  inquiries,  and.  if  possible^ 
the  payments  will  be  made  before  Christmas. 
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Report  adopted. 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  this  Bill  be  now  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (ParFamatta) 
£11.39]. — I  had  intended  to  take  advantage 
of  this  motion  to  address  some  general 
observations  to  the  House  on  the  subject 
of  the  Tariff.  But  I  think  I  shall  be  best 
cctfisulting  the  wishes,  of  honorable  mem- 
bers and  assisting  in  the  speedy  termina- 
tion of  the  business  to  be  transacted 
before  the  adjournment  if  I  forego 
my  opportunity  to  traverse  what  other- 
wise would  be  a  very  tempting  field. 
I  am  most  unwilling  to  provoke  a  g«i- 
«ral  debate,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  hon- 
orable members  wish  to  get  awaj  to-day. 
I  will  tterefwe  content  myself  with  one 
or  two  personal  observaticms.  My  first 
is  to  say  how  g^ad  I  am  that  the  whole 
matto*  has  been  put  through  with  so  much 
goodwillj  and  that  so  much  cordiality 
remains,  I  have  never  seen  a  mare  tre- 
mendous and  fierce  encounter  resulting 
in  so  little  bitterness  and  with  so  'slight 
a  display  of  acerbity. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  honorable  member 
lias  been  quite  a  joker  himself  recently ! 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— My  honorable 
friend  has  been  close  to  me — that  is  the 
reason.  I  mate  willing  mention  of  the 
cordial  assistance  which  has  been  r«i- 
<lered  to  us  in  the  giving  of  informatitHi — 
I  do  not  mean  always  in  a  public  man- 
ner— by  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the 
Tariff.  I  make  that  acknowledgment  very 
willingly,  and  should  like  to  add  how 
glad  I  am  that  in  all  our  tussles  across 
the  table,  we  have  not  ftn-feited  the 
goodwill  of  eajdi  other.  Then  I  think 
a  word  is  due  to  the  rare  skill  and 
patience  of  the  Chairman  of  CtMnmittees. 
He  does  not  seem  ever  to  have  lost  his 
head — even  when  we  have  lost  ours.  I 
make  that  tribute  very  cordially,  and  very 
willingly.  Some  mentkm  shwild  also  be 
made  of  the  readiness,  courtesy  and  tact 
and  the  rare  knowledge  of  all  subjects 
connected  with  the  Tariff,  which  have  been 
placed  freely  at  our  disposal  by  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  CustCHns,,  and  his 
(^cers  behind  the  chair.  Assistance  has 
been  given  by  them  to  honorable  members 
on  all  sides  of  the  House  with  the  greatest 
readiness,  and  to  me  personally  it  has 
been  of  the  greatest  possible  value.  I  am 


quite  sure  that  Dr.  Wtdlaston,  from  behind 
the  S{)eal»r's  chair,  has  bad  as  mudi  to  do 
in  relation  to  the  framing  of  this  Tariff, 
as  perhaps  any  of  us  immediately  in  front 
of  the  chair.  The  time  to  speak  of  our 
own  officers  will  ccwne  a  little  later.  But 
I  am  glad  that  the  whole  matter  has 
ended  up  with  so  little  remaining  behind 
which  could  give  us  cause  for  regret  and 
remorse.  Perhaps  I  have  been  one  of  the 
greatest  culprits,  and  if  I  have  erred  at 
any  time  I  hope  for  the  forgiveness  of  my 
fellow -members.  Passing  from  personal 
considerations,  let  me  add  that  this  Tariff 
is  now  going  up  to  the  Senate  with  all 
its  imperfections  on  its  head — and  they 
are  many. 

Mr.  Watson. — They  are,  indeed  ! 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— They  are 
many ;  and  whether  it  is  to  be  ultimately 
for  the  good  of  the  industrial  prepress  of 
this  continent  remains  to  be  seen.  Wtether, 
as  Sir  Edmimd  Barton  on(%  iput  it,  we  are 
binding  the  "  shapely  daughter  of  Aus- 
tralian jcommeice"  in  closer  fetters,  or 
whether,  on  the  other  hand  we  are  provid- 
ing for  her  an  ampler  opportunity  for  the 
display  of  her  quality,  remains  to  be 
proved,  and  much  will  depend  upon  the 
point  of  view.  But,  for  good  or  ill,  the 
Tariff  is  going  frwn  tis;  and  we  can  only 
hope,  that  plus  Tariff  or  minus  Tariff,  our 
industrial  expansion  will  be.  continued, 
bringing  in  its  train  an  increase  of  the 
blessings  and  comforts  which  inhere  .in  our 
civilization. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [n.45]. 
— 1  cordially  agree  with  «very  word 
which  the  deputy  leader  of  the  Opposition 
has  said ;  but  there  is  one  point  which 
he  has  irtadv«tently  (wnitted,  and  which' 
T  think  we  shall  all  agree  ought  to 
be  made.  We  ought  to  express  our 
obligations  to  those  three  members  of  this 
House  who  spent  many  months  in  pur- 
suing investigations  in  relation  to  the  mat- 
ter with  which  we  have  been  dealing.  I 
refer  to  the  members  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission. We  have  not.  of  course,  been 
able  to  accept  the  whole  of  the  recom- 
mendations of  either  side.  That  would 
have  been  impossible.  Anomalies  in  the 
Tariff  have  heen  discovered  here  and  there, 
whidj  are  ptunted  out  throughout  the  re- 
commendations, and  are  apparent  to  both 
aides. 

Mr.  Watson. — We  have  created  others. 
Mr.  W.  H,  IRVINE.UW*:ig|fe'created 
others,  whkA,  perhaps,  were  worse  than 
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those  previously  in  existence.  I  think  we 
ought  not  to  1^  the  opportunity  pass  with- 
out showing  our  coitlial  api»eciati(»i  of 
the  very  great  toil  and  labour  undertaken 
by  those  gentlemen  who,  without  any  re- 
muneraticHi,  conducted  that  prolonged  in- 
quiry. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [11.46].— A  great 
deal  of  milk  and  honey  have  been  ex- 
pended in  regard  to  the  framing  of  this 
Tariff;  and,  although  you,  Mr.  Speaker, 
are  not  supposed  to  know  what  takes  place 
in  Cc«nmittee,  you  would  think  from  what 
has  been  said  that  we  have  had  a  very 
pleasant  time  during  the  last  Ave  months. 
Personally,  I  think  it  has  been  a  rare  old 
scramble.  I  admit  that  I  have  done  my 
fair  share  in  the  scramblLig  for  my  elec- 
torate, and  for  New  South  Wales.  I  have 
not  got  all  I  wanted,  but  I  got  as  much 
as  I  could.  I  am  c«ily  sorry  that  I  could 
not  get  any  more.  I  venture  to  say  that 
the  Tariff  leaves  us  in  a  form  less  scienti- 
fic as  to  its  arrangement,  its  terms,  and 
the  disproportionate  amount  of  assistance 
rendered  to  certain  industries,  than  the  old 
Tariff  was.  I  hope  that  the  Senate  will  at- 
tempt to  remedy  those  defects.  Ancanalies 
exist  in  the  Tariff  to-day  which  constitute 
a  severe  travesty  on  the  work  of  the 
Commission,  for  which  the  country 
paid  such  an  enormous  amount  of  money, 
and  UTxm  which  some  of  the  members  of 
this  House  and  of  Another  place  did  such 
laborious  work.  I  can  assure  you,  sir, 
that  this  new  Tariff  is  more  disfigured  by 
ancmaiies  than  was  the  Tariff  of  1902, 
and  ttiat  the  chief  purpose  for  which  the 
Commission  was  appointed  has  not  been 
achieved.  I  doubt  whether  for  many 
years  to  come  we  shall  see  a  complete 
Tariff  thrown  upon  t*ie  table  lof  this 
House,  though  I  do  expect  to  see  the 
Treasurer  of  the  day  bring  down  Tariff 
Bills  dealing  with  features  which  require 
special  treatment.  As  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  I  have  tried  hard  to  have 
removed  the  duties  on  the  necessaries 
of  life.  But  my  main  concern 
was  to  be  in  the  scramble,  and  do 
the  best  I  could  for  the  people  of  mv 
electCH-ate,  and  for  New  South  Wales.  It 
is  alt  very  well  to  disguise  matters,  and 
sav  that  scrambling  did  not  exist.  It  did 
exist,  and  it  was  only  in  accwdance  with 
human  nature  that  it  should.  It  existed 
in  1902,  and  it  existed  again  in  1907.  I 
was  very  pleased  to  hear  the  deputy 
leafier  of  the  Opposition  compliment  the 


Treasurer  as  he  did.  The  honorable 
gentleman  deserved  it.  He  has  done  re- 
markably well,  from  his  own  particular 
stand-point.  But  I  also  think  that  the 
deputy  leader  of  the  Opposition  hinu«lf 
is  well  deserving  of  compliments  fot  the 
way  in  which  he  has  stuck  to  his  w<xk. 
Personally,  I  was  very  pleased  indeed  to 
see  the  true  character  of  the  Honorable 
Joseph  Cook  revealed,  and  I  believe  that 
his  urbane  and  kindly  nature  has  been 
recognised  by  men  of  all  parties  through- 
out these  prolonged  debates. 

Honorable  Members. — ^Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  WILKS.  —  His  conduct  of  the 
business  on  behalf  of  the  Opposition 
has  reflected  a  great  deal  of  credit 
upon  him,  and  the  work  that  he  has  done 
is  deserving  of  our  most  cordial  acknow- 
ledgment. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [11.50]. 
—  I  desire  10  join  issue  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Dalley  with  regard 
to  the  statements  he  has  made  as  to  the 
way  in  which  this  Tariff '  has  been  dealt 
with. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Is  it  worth  while 
to  provoke  a  general  debate  ? 

Mr.  SALMON. — I  desire  to  say^  as  one 
who  has  had  experience  in  connexion  with 
the  construction  of  the  previous  Tariff,  and 
a  few  years  before  of  a  Tariff  debated 
by  the  State  Parliament  of  Victc»ia,  that 
I  hailed  with  a  great  deal  of  pleaauie  the 
very  much  greater  freedom  from  regret- 
table features  shown  during  our  recent  dis- 
cussions compared  with  our  e]q>erien(x  in 
relation  to  those  two  previous  Tariff  de- 
bates. 

Mr.  WiLKS.— Hear,  hear.  We  were  all 
busy  in  the  scramble,  and  so  we  had  to  be 
pleasant. 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  honorable  member 
in  speaking  of  a  scramble  and  the  efforts 
of  hcmorabte  members  to  get  advantages 
for  thdr  electwates  or  States  is  speaking 
entirely  for  himself.  I  accept  him,  of 
course,  at  his  own  valuation,  although  pre- 
vious to  his  speech  I  would  not  have  at- 
tributed to  him  such  actions  as  he  has  as- 
cribed to  himself.  Throughout  the  discus- 
sion on  the  Tariff,  in  Committee,  I  was 
struck  with  the  very  much  better  feeling 
that  was  exhibited  by  the  representatives  of 
the  different  States  as  compared  with  the 
discussion  which  we  had  in  1901  and  1902. 
I  believe  that  a  very  much  better  feelinf? 
prevails  throughout  Australia  to-day  than 
existed  at  that  tin^' 'Tiriist  that  it  is  only 
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an  earnest  of  what  we  may  hope  to  have  in 
the  future,  and  thai,  as  time  rolls  on,  we 
may  be  able  to  see  the  complete  obliteration 
of  the  unfortunate  differences  which  have 
fcept  us  apart  in  the  past,  and  which,  when 
they  disappear,  will  undoubtedly  remove 
the  only  c^tacle  to  the  prc^ss  and  wel- 
fare of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [n.52]- 
—I  think  that  we  can  all  join  in  the  kindly 
expressions  of  the  deputy  leader  of  the 
Opposition  with  respect  to  the  work  per- 
formed bv  the  oflScers  of  the  Trade  and 
Customs  Department,  as  well  as  the  officers 
af  this  House.    One  can  easily  understand 
that  we  have  given  them  a  rather  bad  time, 
although   in  some  measure  we  ourselves 
have  participated  in  that.     I,  of  course, 
recognise,  as  did  the  honorable  member 
for  Flinders,  the  work  done  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Tariff  Commission.      It  was 
very  informative,  and  of  much  value  to  my- 
self, and  I  believe  to  honorable  members 
generally.  It  is  possible  that  many  perscms 
outside  do  not  quite  appreciate  the  immense 
amount  of  labour  involved  in  that'  work. 
It  was  not  merely  to  say  that  that  I  rose, 
but  to  refer  to  the  Tariff  questiffli  generally. 
It  has  appealed  to  me  that  when  a  revision 
of     the    Tariff     is    undertaken,  apart 
from    the    questiOT    of     broad  policy 
involved,    our    method     of     doing  the 
work    seems     altogether  unsatisfactory. 
I  think  that  the  experience  which  we  have 
just  gained  might  be  r«nembered  with  a 
view  to  taking  action  of  some  sent,  and  so 
bettering  things  a  little  in  the  future.    It  is 
inevitable  that  in  the  heat  of  party  strife 
a  chance  majority  is  taken  full  advantage 
of  bv  one  side  or  other.    But  the  result  of 
that  mixing  up  of  interest  and  feeling  is 
that  we  have  to-day,  as  we  got  on  the  last 
occasion,  a  Tariff  which  is  not  harmonious, 
which  is  unnecessarily  complex  as  regards 
rates    of    duties    on    somewhat  similar 
articles,  and  which,  in  its  inter pretati<»i, 
will,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  involve  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  to  the  Trade  and  Cust<xns 
Department,  the  general  public  and  mer- 
chants.  It  may  be  said  that  any  anomalies 
of  that  character,  or  deficiencies  of  method, 
can  lie  set  right  in  the  Senate.    But  the 
meml)ers  of  that  body  will  be  governed  by 
Q,        just  the  same  weaknesses,  if  they  be  weak- 
fCa»      nesses.  or,  at  any  rate,  by  the  same  desires 
fieiA    as  have  animated   the  members  of  this 
wbfl^<  House.      There     will     be     a  series 
sicfi^'  <^  struggles  in  respect  of  different  items 
i9f*  Sust  as  there  was  here,  and  we  are  not 


justified,  I  think,  in  expecting  from  the 
other.  Chamber  in  the  direction  of  simpli- 
fication or  remedying  ancwnalies,  any  more 
tiian  we,  in  the  heat  of  party  struggles, 
were  able  to  achieve  here. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — What  we  want  is 
a  Board  of  Trade. 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  is  worth  while  to 
consider  whether,  after  the  lines  of  policy 
have  been  decided  in  Committee,  the 
Tariff  should  not  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee representing  all  shades  of  opinion 
in  the  House. 

Mr,  TiLLEY  Brown. — That  was  sug- 
gested earlier  in  tiw  day  by  myself  and 
others. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine, — It  would  l)e  very 
much  better  to  have  an  independent  Hoard, 
representative  of  all  the  States. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Perhaps  that  would 
be  better. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMs.-^When  the  sugges- 
tion was  made,  the  House  would  not  listen 
to  it. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Perhaps  the  honorable 
member  misunderstands  my  suggestion,  i 
do  not  think  it  possible  for  such  a  Com- 
mittee to  achieve  anything  before  the  ques- 
tion of  policy  has  been  decided,  but  when 
the  rates  of  duties  on  given  articles  have 
been  decided,  my  idea  is  merely  that,  con- 
sistent with  those  rates,  a  bettw  and  simpler 
classification  might  be  arrived  at  than  has 
been  the  case.  That  is  what  I  am  urging, 
but  very  likely  the  suggestion  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Flinders  would  be  the 
better  one,  namely,  to  get  an  outside  body 
to  go  through  the  Tariff  during  an  ad- 
journment of  the  House. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — What  I  was  sug- 
gesting was  a  permanent  Board  of  Trade 
who  would  make  themselves  familiar  at  all 
times  with  the  ramifications  of  business, 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  is  very  likely  that 
the  body  which  is  thought  of,  or  suggested, 
in  connexitm  with  the  scheme  of  new  pro- 
tecticm  will  eventually,  if  not  at  once,  as- 
sume that  complexi<»i. 

Mr.  Archer. — It  will  have  its  hands  full 
then. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — They  will  have 
enough  to  do  without  that. 

Mr.  WATSON.— That  may,  or  may  not, 
be.  I  think  that  a  very  considerable  im- 
provement might  be  made  even  with  the 
resources  at  our  command. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Can  wo  properly 
discuss  that  questicm  now  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  cte-ma J:hii|k that  we 
can  take  any   practice  *~'ad©A^  at  the 
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present  time,  but  I  believe  that  it  is  worth 
while  to  ocmsider  wheUier,  before  the  Tariff 
is  finally  disposed  of — and  that  viill  not 
be  fOT  scane  months,  because  it  has  to 
be  dealt  with  by  the  Senate,  which  may 
suggest  to  us  some  amendments — ^it  is  not 
possible  to  devise  some  method  by  which 
a  sort  of  supervising  Committee  could  go 
through  the  items  purely  -frcxn  the  stand- 
point of  classificatum,  and  make  reccxn- 
mendations  which  would  be  acceptable  and 
meet  with  practically  Imanimoui  approval. 
Apart  frcxn  that,  1  do  not  know  that  any- 
thing more  need  be  said  at  this  stage.  I, 
for  one,  am  very  glad  that  the  Tariff  is 
about  to  pass  out  of  cwr  hands,  at  any 
rate  for  a  time. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook — I  rise,  sir,  as  a 
matter  of  pers(Hial  explanation,  and  it  is 
to  explain  my  fai4ure  to  refer  to  the  labours 
of  the  Tariff  Commission  in  the  few  re- 
marks I  made.  It  was  not  due  to  the  fact 
that  I  had  overlooked  its  work,  but  to  a 
singular  misapprehension  on  my  part.  Until 
this  mc»nent  I  have  been  under  the  im^ 
pression  that  the  Bill  had  to  go  through 
a  further  stage  when  an  opportunity  would 
be  presented  to  me  to  make  further  re- 
marks. I  had  fcwgotten  that  the  custom 
does  not  obtain  in  this  Parliament  of  mov- 
ing "  That  this  Bill  do  now  pass."  I  had 
it  in  my  mind  to  speak  perhaps  in  more  de- 
tail than  I  did  when  I  spoke  just  now,  so 
far  as  the  Tariff  Commission  is  concerned. 
My  feeling  is  that  it  has  done  an  invalu- 
able work  for  Australia  as  much  in  its 
negative  as  in  its  positive  aspect  in  show- 
ing us  clearly  what  our  duty  is  to  the  in- 
dustries of  Australia  in  the  direction  of 
avoiding  extremes,  as  well  as  in  correcting 
anomalies  and  abuses.  I  regard  the  nega- 
tive aspect  of  that  investigation  as  being 
perhaps  as  valuable  as  its  positive  one. 
That,  I  take  it,  was  the  intention  when 
the  Commission  was  first  appointed,  and 
tlmt  is  whv  its  neutral  character — I  mean 
so  far  as  fiscal  decision  was  concerned — 
was  established  in  its  personnel.  Therein 
I  think  a  very  wise  thing  was  done,  and 
now  that  the  Ccamnissicm  passes  into  the 
realms  of  historv  and  its  reports  become, 
may  I  say,  a.  fiscal  dassic,  as  I  believe 
they  will,  I  think  that  the  value  of  its  con- 
stitution will  become  more  and  more  appa- 
rent as  time  rolls  on.  But  I  make  willing 
mention,  as  I  have  done  many  times 
during  our  deliberaticms,  of  the  rare 
skin  and  ability  of  its  Chairman.  Even 
when  I  have  differed  from  him,  I  ha™ 


always  been  ready  to  pay  to  him  the  com- 
pliment which  is  due  to  the  enormous  voik 
which  he  did  on  the  Commission,  and  the 
rare  skill  with  which  the  inquiry  was  con- 
ducted. I  say  the  same  with  regard  to 
other  members  of  the  CcHumission.  The 
Commonwealth  will  be  under  a  lasting 
debt  of  gratitude  to  these  gentlemen  who, 
at  so  much  inconvenience  and  cost  to 
themselves,  gave  their  time,  their  industry, 
and  aWlity  so  freely  and  cheerfuUjr  to  the 
service  of  their  country. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [i3.x]. 
— I  think  that  we  may  all  ccxigratutate 
ourselves  upon  the  conclusion  of  our 
labours  on  the  Tariff,  although  with  a  num- 
ber of  the  decisi(xis  arrii^  at  by  the 
House  I  am  not  in  agreement.  Whilst  I 
do  not  deny  the  great  work  d<me  by  the 
Tariff  Ccmimission,  which  has  presented  to 
the  House  a  mass  of  useful  infcnmation, 
it  appears  to  me  that  a  manufacturer  had 
only  to  appeal  to  it  for  an  increase  of 
duty  to  secure  immediately  a  recommen- 
dation in  support  of  his  request.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mission, as  a  protectionist,  felt  that  he 
was  justified  in  making  sodi  recommoi- 
dations,  but  as  the  result  of  many  of  them, 
the  framing  of  the  Tariff,  in  many  cases, 
has  been  discussed  and  fought  on  the 
basis,  not  of  free-trade  versus  protecdoa, 
but  of  protection  versus  pn^ibitim. 

Mr.  Watson.— Not  at  all. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— That,  at  all  events,  is 
my  view. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — According  to  that 
view,  nearly  every  honorable  member  would 
feet  it  necessary  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Perhaps  so;  if  the  hon- 
orable member  desires  to  make  a  personal 
explanation,  I  shall  not  object ;  but  I 
think  that  I  am  justified  in  expressing  my 
own  views.  I  hope  that  before  we  are 
called  upon  to  deal  with  the  requests  of 
another  place,  we  shall  have  received  from 
the  Ministry  an  indication — as  the  result 
of  their  action  with  regard  to  the  Excise 
duties  now  collectable-— that  will  satisfy 
us  that  the  {votection  of  employes  in  pro- 
tected industries  is  going  to  be  largely  ex- 
tended. The  Tariff,  as  passed  by  us,  con- 
tains a  number  of  anomalies,  but  since  the 
House  has  determined  that  there  shall  be 
no  recommittals,  we  can  do  nothing  at  this 
stage  to  remove  them.  I  trust  Uut*  when 
the  Tariff  is  leturnodzfropLmAffigl^laoe, 
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Ve  shall  and  that  it  has  been  so  le^  know  that  throughout  the  work  I  >  never  had 
arranged  that,  whilst  our  secondary  Indus-  any  dissension  or  a  single  grovr.nd  of  d.f- 
tries  will  haVe  reascmable  consideration,  ference  with  my  coU^gues.^.  We  joined 
some  of  the  penalties  which  it  now  im-  together  unanimously  in  th(.e  endeavour  to 
poses  on  the  ^eat  primary  industries  of  do  our  duty,  from  our  i  -  «ipective  stand- 
Au^raiia  will  have  disappeared.  points,  to  the  best  of  -"our  ability,  and  I 

*  ^  r,,  fil—  spec  a  ly  thank  the  »«ieputy  leader  of  the 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  1^^  ^-  option  for  his -  generous  recognition  of 
In  common  with  my  brother  members  of 
the  Tariff  Commission,  I  feel  a  sense  ol  """^  i^your^.  ^ 

relief  and  thankfulness  at  the  approach-  Sir  WII^^^lAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
ine  termination  of  our  labours  on  the  Tariff  surer)  /i>2.8].— I  keenly  appreciate  the 
in  this  House.  1  desire  to  acknowledge  kinHL.y  remarks  spontaneously  made  by  the 
the  kindly  references  made  bv  the  honor-  'deputy  leader  of  the  Opposition  in  regard 
able  member  for  Flinders,  the  honfflraM>ie  to  myself,  and  can  assure  him  that,  follow- 
member  for  South  Svdnev,  and  thrife  de-  ing  as  they  did  upon  what  he  described  as 
puty  leader  of  the  Oppositio-^^i  to  the  the  strenuous  and  severe  fights  that  we 
labours  of  the  Commission.  T  preparing  have  had  across  the  table,  they  have  sunk 
the  way,  so  to  speak,  for  th-e  consideration  deeply  into  my  heart.  It  is  pleasing  to 
of  the  Tariff  in  this  ^^ouse,  we  were  know  that,  having  fought  as  hard  as  we 
merelv  pioneers,  or  ser*^'^"ts,  of  the  Par-  could  from  our  respective  stand-points,  we 
liament,  collecting  th**  evidence  and  ascer-  are  able  now  that  the  work  is  over,  to  say 
taining'the  views/®*  people  of  Aus-  that  our  friendship  is  as  great,  if  not 
tralia.  t  speak -'fo'  ™y  colleagues  and  greater,  than  ever.  I  ihank  him  for  his 
myself  when  I  ■^<>^y  t****'  discharging  that  xery  generous  attitude  on  many  occasions 
dutv,  we  alwr«iys  endeavoured  to  remember  during  the  consideraiion  of  the  Tariff,  and 
that  we  wer^^s  ^  Commonwealth  Camnis-  especially  towards  the  latter  part  of  our 
sionj  charged  with  the  duty  of  ascertain-  labours  upon  it.  When  the  first  Federal 
inK  the  vi""*^*^  interests,  not  of  any  par-  Tariff  was  under  consideration,  it  was 
ticular  S^'tate,  but  of  all  the  States  of  the  strenuously  contested,  some  very  hard 
Unim  '  endeavoured  to  do  our  duty  things  were  said,  and  there  was  not  much 
to  the'-'^*  dbilitv,  frtra  an  Aus-  give  or  take  on  either  side.    I  must  say 

tralia-^  stand-point,  and  t  rejoice  to  know  that  I  feci  gjrateful  to  the  deputy  leader  of 
that  '        reports  of  both  sections  of  the   the  Opposition  for  the  fact  that,  although 
(^(^hmissioa  have  assisted  hcmorabte  mem-  never  receding  from  the  position  that  he 
^pfs  to  fcffm  their  conclusions  one  way  or  took  up  with  regard  to  any  item,  he  re- 
ll^.h  other,  and  have  also  helped  to  develop  trained  from  carrying  on  the  debate  liour 
g^jAd  mould  public  opinion.    In  its  delibera-  after  hour — as  was  often  done  in  connexion 
^^or\%  cm  the  Tariff,  the  House  must  neces-  with  the  first  Tariff — when  the  result  was 
(Sarily  have  been  in  a  more  advantageous   a  foregone  conclusion.      I  desire  also  to 
'position  than  was  the  first  Parliament.    On   acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  many  hon- 
^  this  occasion  we  were  not  dependent  upon  orable  members,  and   particularly   to  my 
secondary  evidence,  or    the  eviderKe   of  friend  the  honorable  member  for  Bourke. 
letters  or  interested  interviews  at  Parlia-   That  honorable  member  sat  by  me  at  the 
ment  House,  but  had  the  advantage  of  table  during  most  of  the  time  that  the 
sworn  evidence,  collected  with  scrupulous  Tariff  was  un3er  consideration,  and  so  ar- 
care  and  impartiality,  from  all  parts  of  ranged  the  work  as  to  be  of  very  great  as- 
Australia.  I  feel  some  sense  of  satisfacti(Hi  sistance  to  me.    When  a  Minist^  is  keenly 
in  the  knowledge  that  if  the  views  of  watching  the  progress  of  the  Tariff  of 
the    section    of.  the    Commission    with  which  he  is  in  charge,  it  is  impossible  for 
which  I  was  more  particularly  identified  him  to  attend  to  every  detail*,  but  the  hon- 
have  not  been  fully  and  completelv  indorsed  orable  member   for  Bourke   displayed  a 


although  my  labours  as  Chainnui  of  the  sire  also  to  make  a  reference  to  the  good 

Commission  were  particularly  severe  and  work  done  by  Dr.  Wollaston  and  his  offi- 

trying,  since  I  had  to  preade  over  a  Com-  cers.    I  have  been  brought  into  close  touch 

misaon  ctmsisting  of  an  equal  number  of  with  Dr.  Wollutpn  fi^manKjte^  and 

free-traders  and  protectioiusfs,  I  rejcnoe  to  have  learned  ^'^'^^MiTmAHabtk^  of  the 
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atilost  nu'.'^  finest  characters  we  hare  in  the  Tariff  would  please  every  one.  In  mv 
\\w  Public  officers  as-  -political  and  public  life,  I  have  nem  at- 

Mviati'd  with  — especially  Mr.  Kwing —  tempted  to  please  «ery  one,  knowing  that 
renderU*^     ^^^y     valuable     ser-  the  result  of  such  an  attempt  would  l»  that 
T.I  fn,  fk^  Ur..>ca   TAr^araiiv    T  chould  not  plcase  any  cme.    In  this,  as 

other  matters.  I  have  taken  what  has 


ti.ivo 


m 


(o  me  amt  House  generally.  I  should  not  please  any  cme. 

Wiion  wo  conimen,'^'^        consideration  of  ' 

lu  haiv  in  attt-ndanct*  ^  departmental  oBicet  doing  so.  T  think  I  have  pleased  nwte  than 
who  w..uld  have 'in  his^iT^'             'f ^  have  done  had  I  tried  to  please 

at  a  moment's  not-:.*:^'  ^'^-'>"  -  been  said  by  the  hon 


TaritY    I  felt  tt  '^*      would  be  well  seemed  to  me  to  be  the  best  course,  and  bv 


mation  nganling  tletails  that  k^'B^* 
'Hiirt\    !  felt,  tax  that  the  richt 


every  one. 

orable   member   for   Kalgoorlie   that  the 
.ium%     I  tclt.  tax  that  the  right'tu  ^-J'l"-^    tariff  struggle  has  been  one,  not  bet«e«> 
t!.  svirh  a  -snurco  of  information  should%K'l  F«=ectionisis   and    free-traders^  but 
U'kqHtomvsdf.  and  that  honorable  .^em-   v^"^"    proh.bitionis.s    and  protecfomsls. 
f*«Ts  should  have  the  s.ime  aa-ess  to  it  as 
I   had.     Tiiert'forc.   I   asked  the  Comp- 
trolli't-Cicneral  of  CusIimhs  to  be  in  at- 
iciiilanrt'  dailv.  ami  as  the  deputv  leader 
of  the  (.)pix>siticm  has  admitted,  his  know- 
U^!}^o  of  the  Tariff  and  of  Customs  ad- 
ministration prtn-ed  of  great  value  to  hon- 
iirable  meml^rs  generallv.      I  know  that 
tht*  honorable  member  for  North  Sydney 

often  (Mnsulted  him.  By  d.>ing  so,  the  hon-  that  he'' will  not  see  mv 
or.ible  gentleman  and  others  were  able  to  for  the  next  three  months 
undeistand  more  read'.lv  the  eft'tvt  of  the 


p^j'-  must  have  his  own  0[nni(Mi  on  the 
])o'nt^\I  ^'^^^  strongly  the  new  that  the 
rates'  areX"*  ^'S^  fnou^.  I  my  best 
to  k.-ep  upV::  ^i,9^.  and.  al- 

though, l  ike  e?ilp'  H"*'^  «»  charge  of  an 
important  measui—,.      ,  _ 
verses.  I  hope  ihataJif''.  '^^^^^  annoyaiice, 
I  aixepted  mv  defeat?^  ^  P'^^  ^P^^ 

Mr.  Johnson.— Is  no\**=  ^»«»«t«P"*l 
^ce  <^)posite 

;? 


v.irious  projx^sals  brought  forward  for  con- 
sider.iiion.  With  regard  to 'the  Tariff 
(\«imission.  I  wi,-;h  t«>  sav  that  its  mom- 
lyrs  ;ind  Chairman  performed  a  task  the 
niagnilutle  of  which  mav  rwt  be  fully  reci^g- 
niw'ti  bv  those  who  ha\-e  not  closely  studied 
their  r^'iiorls.  It  is  wry  difficult  to  so 
tnme  a  Tariff  that  its  arrangement  will 
p!east»  cwry  otie ;  but  the  hiworable  memlx-r 
lor  B(^idi)^  entered  heart  and  si'tul  into 
tV  wtwk  as  mi  dnibt  his  tvlleagues  did 
and  presented  reports  which  were  of 
grtat  a'ssist.in.'^.  1  ha\'e  been  chars^eil 
«iih  nM  fol'.owiiig  the  recommendations 
of  (ho  TaritT  Commission,  but  I  did  s->  as 
far  as  1  axild.  and  if  the  Tariff  ana- 
1\.-.n1.  it  x^ill  he  f^Hind  that  I  followed  their 
r<>\imm.-nvlations  in  a  great  nunil'er  of 
inst.itvt'S.  A  Minister  mi;st  haxe  op-nions 
of  bis  own.  and  the  pn^posals  of  t.'ie  G-"^ 
vemroent  are  always  like'.v  to  differ  s<-<me- 
what  from  ihe  recommendations  of  a  Ro^al 
l'iMiMniss:.*n.  Bill,  aitSoiigh  I  did  n.-t  ao- 
*vpt  in  liKMr  entirety  the  rw\Tmniend,i:ior.s 
of  the  Tar.ff  l\imm:ssvTO.  I  m>  tr:!  -.ire 
>f  ackiwwle^lgment  to  the  va'ue  of  the 
wt-^-fc  <iw  bv  the  IxTooraKe  roereher  for 
Bt*!viiiri»  hnif  his  ff'.'.ow  C,-«nm:s<:-,>oers^ 
whiv^i  was  of  a  great  and  '.isr.ng  character- 

\iv.  Hknrt  Willis, —  TSt*  Te;>-»rts  ct  tr.e 
T-tr  ;t  l\xnmlssx>n  »xv'~t  to  he  ir..Vxr--:. 

Sir  WII.I.I.\M  lA  NF  — Pr  i     :^  some 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE. 
past,  the  honorable  member 
hare  been  rer>-  considerate  to 
I  thank  them.  We  know  the 
member's  staying  powers.  If  he  ha 
to  be  obstructive,  be  could  have 
business  rerv  considerably 


for 


hey  hare  enajt 
F.  so  that  we  1 
rest.  With  regJ 
lembers  will  fu 


tl- w: 


[*  do*w 
c^erf. 


trat  diretion  w*>?n 
»Sd  iK-t  esrw:  that 


some  liiK 
bis  dtirf 
vhid) 

ished 
Tfll 

but,  instL^ 

obstructing,  he  assisted  the  Comi^ 
greatly.  Much  credit  is  due  to  the  Opposn 
for  the  manner  in  which  thev  hare  enai 
■IS  to  deal  with  the  Tariff 
n3w  able  to  take  a  short  rest 
to  anomalies,  hoiVMable  members 
that  the\-  are  few — remarkablv  few  coi 
pared  with  those  of  the  prerious  Tart 
The  Comptroller-Genera!  has  informed  n 
in  the  course  of  a  conrersation  on  the  so 
iev-t.  that  it  will  be  possible  to  reroore  soi 
of  them  by  the  exercise  of  powers  conferr 
bv  the  Custocns  Act,  and  that  will  be  doi 
the  endea\x^r  being  made  to  cam-  « 
the  clearly  expressed  wishes  of  the  Cq 
mittef.  It  wi;i.  howew,  be  necessarv  | 
Parliament  to  tieal  with  ocher  anomaly 
The  ups  and  downs  of  the  Tariff  coR.«^de 
tion  were  remarkable.  Sometiiiies.  j 
a  dav  or  twxK  feeling  ran  rerr  higfa. 

Mr.  DucALD  Thomson, — Tbexe  was 
hi^h  ti.^  .md  a  low  tide. 

?;=r  WILLI.AM  LYXE.— Yes.  1 
Tir  -  Tr-at.    There  was  a  time 

s'.i-k  w  'ter.  wVn  we  ma  je  preal  pr»-rt 

aV>  to  make  »!W^vStSiSDcii  U 


Ctuioma 
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liours,  the  making  of  mistakes  and  the 
creation  of  anomalies  was  unavoidable.  But 
these  are  fewer  than  mav  be  thought,  and 
I  thank  htmorable  members  for  the  support 
they  have  given  me.  I  am  informed  by 
the  officials  that  the  last  Tariff  was  not 
nearly  so  well  arranged  from  the  adminis- 
trative point  of  view.  The  grouping  of 
items  in  this  is  much  better,  and  that,  of 
course,  will  make  it  more  easily  under- 
stood, and  will  facilitate  its  administra- 
tion, to  the  great  advantage  of  both  the 
public  and  the  Department.  If  during  a 
lone;  and  trying  period,  when  the  continu- 
ous strain  was  bound  to  affect  the  temper, 
though  I  curbed  mine  as  much  as  I  could, 
any  harsh  word  was  uttered  by  me  which 
mi^t  have  hurt  the  feelings  of  any  honor- 
able member,  I  trust  that  those  who  were 
offended  will  think  no  more  of  it,  and  that 
we  shall  be  even  better  friends  than  we  were 
before.  I  hope  that  the  adjournment  for 
the  Christmas  vacation  will  take  place  to- 
day. 

Mr.    DuGALD    Thomson. — Surelv  the 
Minister  more  than  hones  that  it  will? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYN'E.— It  will  do  so  if 
honorable  members  continue  to  show  the 
forbearance  which  has  been  exhibited  under 
very  trying  circumstances  during  the  last 
few  days.    While  the  Tariff  was  in  Com- 
l"^"^    mittee  I,  on  many  occasions,  was  greatly 
'f  '  assisted  bv  the  good  offices  of  the  honorable 
member  for  South  Sydney  in    trying  to 
Jr^^bring  together  the  two  opposing  sections. 
P^^Reference  has  been  made   to  the  advisa- 
g^iUtv  of  appointing  a  Grand  Committee. 
"   rhe  matter  was  discussed  in  the  New  South 
'■'"..J  ^ales  Parliament  some  years  ago  on  more 
'      -on?"       occasion.    I  agree  with  the  honor- 
^^'t  'n^  member  for  South  Sydney  that  some- 
lus  f,^^  ig  should  be  dwie  to  relieve  CtMnmittees 
oriBCd  roe,       ^jjo]^  o£  questions  of  detail  and 
)n  flgement.   But  in  New  South  Wales  it 

move  sc*^^  found  that  members  would  not  forego 


rights  of  criticism   because  a  certain 


scon    

II  le  done*      ^^^^^  recommended  bv  a  Grand  Com- 


carry 


out 


the  Com-  Mathews. — A  member's  constituents 

cessao'  J^^  -)ot  oermit  him  to  do  so. 

anotnahes-  ^illTAM  LYNE.— I  think  that  if 

■consnisj^  t  to  propose  to  appoint  a  Grand 

(etin**-  ;ee.  our  experience   of  objecticxis 

ligh.  be     similar     to     those  raised 

^  iras  a  New   South   Wales  Parliament. 

c    that    if    the    attCTn])t  were 

Th*  1   this   Parliament   it   would  be 

\\\tx  lat  iust  the  sanje  feeling  existed, 

t  pfOgTC*^*  t    honorable   members  generally 

,  such  « 


ant  to  have  a  finger  in  the  pie.  I 


do  not  think  that  the  r«narks  which  were 
made  by  the  h<xiorabIe  member  for  Dalley 
should  be  taken  seriously,  because  I  do  not 
think  they  were  meant  seriously. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — They  were  meant  seriously. 
I  do  not  believe  in  hypocrisy  of  anv  kind. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Nor  do  I. 

Mr.  WiLKs.— We  had  a  fair  scramble, 
and  the  honorable  gentleman  has  been  in  it, 
and  I  do  not  blame  him. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  fought  hard 
enough,  but  I  do  not  think  that  I  engaged 
in  anvthing  which  could  be  described  as  a 
scramble  I  like  to  see  matters  dealt  \vith 
in  a  straightforward  and  earnest  way. 

Mr.  WiLKS.  —  Can  there  not  be  a 
straightforward  scramble? 

Sir  WILLIA:M  LYNE.— I  am  afraid 
that  the  word,  when  used  to  describe  pro- 
ceedings in  this  House,  might  be  misunder- 
stood if  allowed  to  go  to  the  public  with- 
out s«ne  definition  of  what  is  meant. 
However,  I  am  not  complaining  this  morn- 
ing. I  believe  that  the  Tariff  we  have  just 
passed  is  better  than  the  old  Tariff,  though 
I  wish  I  could  have  kept  some  of  the  duties 
higher,  because  I  believe  in  a  protective 
Tariff,  and  not  in  a  half-and-half  measure. 

Mr,  Mahon. — In  prohibition. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
geatleman  cannot  point  to  one  item  in  the 
l  ariflf  in  tonnexion  with  wiiich  prohibition 

Mas  proposed. 

Mr.  Mahon.-^I  cin  point  to  many  such 
items. 

Sir  WILLL4M  LYME^f  iEh  bxiqr- 
able  gentleman  wilt  sp«n*f  a  f*te-  hott^Tdiir- 

'ini;  cite  recess  in  k«ki[if^  ihrnugli  ihi- 
t'Tiited  Statw  iif  Anioric.'L  und  (I.TnintKin 
Tariffs,  he  will  find  fli;n  ilit=  Tiuiif  \vt.-  h:i.\, 
jiassi/rj  vf-rv  mucl} 
Tatifts  of  t 
are  not  sup_ 
have  to  than 
.  s-il->tinjr  fn«^  to 
l.i',;   v..  --ill 


and  * 
mas  d 

which  " 
the  Tariff 
continued  until' 


ariff  vy^^ 
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EXCISE  PROCEDURE  BILL. 
Second  Reading. 

Debate  resumed  from  14th  November, 
1907  (vide  page  6058),  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Groom — 

That  this  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [12.24]. 
— I  do  not  know  whether  honorable  mem- 
bers have  recently  had  their  minds  directed 
to  the  provisions  of  this  BiU.     I  think  it 
is  highly  improbable  that  they  have.  I 
should  like  to  say  that,  although  the  mea- 
sure deals  only   with  giving  additional 
powers   to   the  Court  created  for  carry- 
ing   out    the    provisions    of    the  Ex- 
cise    Tariff     (Agricultural  Machinery) 
Act,  it  really  involves  the  consideration 
of  the  whole  question  which  lies  at  the 
bottom  of  the  policy  of  what  is  known  as 
the  new  protecticxi.     I  should  be  very 
SOTry,  at  this  stage  of  the  sessicxi,  to  in- 
vite hcHioraUe  members  on  this  Bill  to 
enter  into  a  general  discussion  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  new  protection,  but  I  should 
like  the  attention  of  the  Prime  Minister 
while  I  deal  with  what  I  conceive  ought 
to  be  our  attitude  with  regard  to  this  par- 
ticular measure.      The  hon(»-aUe  gentle- 
man has,  as  we  all  know,  outline]  the 
new  protection  policy,  which   is   to  be 
biought  in,  as  I  understand,  at  an  early 
period  after  the  Christmas  adjournment. 
I  hoped  that  the  Prime  Minister  would 
have  seen  the  wisdom  of  permitting  the 
consideration  of  this  very  large  extension 
of  the  powers  of  the  Court  which  has  been 
created,  to  stand  over  until  the  House  had 
an  opportunity  to  deal  with  the  principles 
on  which  the  measure  is  based.    The  fact 
that  the  President  of  the  Court  desires 
to  have  these  powers  for  the  purpose  of 
enablinjjr  him  more  efficiently  to  cany  out 
his  duties,  while  of  great  importance,  is  of 
small  importance  compared  with  the  duty 
which  we  shall  have  to  perform  in  dealing 
with  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  the 
whole  principle  of  the  new  protection.  I 
should  have  desired  that  before  we  dis- 
cussed even  this  Bill,  we  should  have  had 
some  more  definite  and  explicit  statement 
by  the  Prime  Minister  of  what  the  new 
protection  reallv  means.     A  statement  has 
been  circulated  amcmgst  honorable  mem- 
bers, in  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
has  exhibited  his  powers  as  a  cloud  artist 
If  I  mav  say  so.  he  possesses  in  a  greater 
degree  than  any  man  in  this  Parliament,  or 
perhaps  in  any  other  Parliament,  the  power 


of  creating  an  atmosphere  ior  a  new  idea^ 
by  involving  it  in  a  kind  of  golden  haze 
of  generalities,  making  it  appear  extremely 
attractive.     On  this  subject  we  have  had 
nothing  solid  as  vet  to  which  we  can  direct 
our  criticism,  and  I  think  we  ought  not 
to  attempt  to  criticise  the  proposal  until 
it  is  put  before  us  in  some  ccMicrete  form. 
We  have  been  told  that  under  the  new 
protection    the    worker   will    be  assured 
a  higher  wage,  that   the   employer  will 
be   assured   the  possession  of  his  pro- 
fits as  before,  and  that  notwithstanding 
thaf  both  of  these  are  to  have  their  posi- 
ti<Mis   relatively   and   comparatively  im- 
proved, we  are  to  have  the  happy  consumer 
standing  by  and  smiling  upon  the  scene  be- 
cause he  is  not  to  be  asked  to  pav  a  penny 
piece  more  for  the  goods  which  he  re- 
quires.   I  should  sav  that  there  never  was 
a  vision  of  the  millennium  to  be  compared 
to  this  since  the  prophet  Isaiah  depicted 
the  time  when  the  wolf  shall  dwell  with 
the  Iamb,  the  leopard  shall  lie  down  witb 
the  kid,  and  a  little  child  shall  lead  them. 
What    I    want    to    point   out    is  that 
the  millennium   which   the   Prime  Min- 
ister   intends    to    usher    in    under  the 
name    of    the    new    protection    is  to- 
be  effected   not   by   means  of,   or  ac- 
companied by,  a  spifitual  regenerati<»i  of 
the  race,  but  by  the  simple  expedient  of 
an  Act  of  Parliament  and  a  Board  of 
Trade.      We  shall  await   with  the  very 
greatest  interest  the  steps  which  are  to  be- 
taken which  will  induce  this  new  condition- 
of  humanity,  and  I  am  sure  that  if  it  caa 
be  brought  about,  it  will  be  welcomed  by 
honorable  members  cm  both  sides — certainl'v 
by  none  more  than  by  myself.  I  prc^x>5e  to 
say  nothing  more  about  the  general  merits 
of  the  policy,  on  which  we  must  delay  criti- 
cism until  it  is  before  us  in  some  concrete 
shape.   But  there  is  another  aspect  of  the 
matter  which  I  think  should  be  brought 
forward  with  some  degree  of  prominence  at 
the  present  time,  and  that  is  the  constitu- 
tional foundation  for  the  whole  of  the  new 
kind  of  industrial  legislation  this  Parlia- 
ment has  been  passing.    Until  the  Higb 
Court  has  definitely  pronounced  an  opinion- 
«ie  way  or  the  other,  I  should  be  very 
sorry  to  pronounce  on  this  question  a  cate- 
gorical or  positive  opinion.  But  I  do  think 
that  the  Government  ought  to  tabe  into- 
very  serious  consideration  the  very  grave 
doubts  which  have  been  expressed,  and  the 
ground  for  those  grave  doubts,  as  to  whe- 
ther this  Parliament  has  any  power  at  air 
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to  deal  with  matters  of  this  kind  in  this 
wav.  We  seem  to  have  been  proceeding  in 
the  Federal  Pailiameitt  since  its  inaugura- 
tion very  much  upon  the  advice  given  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor  in  the  play  of  lolantke, 
When  some  character  in  the  play  seeks  his 
advice,  in  his  various  capacities,  he  gives 
various  advice,  and  finally  says:  "As  vour 
family  solicitor,  I  advise  you  to  chance  it." 
I  think  that  that  is  the  advice  upon  which 
legislation  has  been  passed  in  this  l^arlia- 
ment — that  if  we  do  not  know  whether  we 
have  the  power  to  do  a  certain  thing,  we 
should  chance  it.  That  is  not  what  I  concdve 
to  be  an  attitude  lilcely  to  advance  rither  the 
power  or  dignity  of  this  Parliament.  I 
feel  convinced  that  the  attitude  adopted  to- 
wards legislation  of  trying  one  thing  after 
another  on  the  ground  that  we  might 
chance  it,  entering  upon  what  probably  are 
very  considerable  trespasses  upon  the  do- 
main of  the  powers  of  the  States  without 
previouslv  having  any  definite  rule  given 
MS  by  the  Court  

Mr.  Deakin. — The  honorable  member 
should  remember  that  only  in  one  section 
of  one  Act  has  it  been  held  that  we  have 
gone  beyond  our  powers,  and  that  that  was 
passed  in  defiance  of  the  law  advisers  of 
the  day. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  quite  admit 
that  the  leader  of  the  Government  deserves 
€verv  credit  in  connexion  with  that  par- 
ticular piece  of  legislation,  since  not  only 
<lid  he  warn  the  House  that  it  was  not 
within  the  power  of  this  Parliament,  but 
he  declined  to  carry  on  the  Government  be- 
cause tlw  provision  was  carried  against  him. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  he  took  every  step 
to  prevent  this  Parliament  on  that  occasion 
going  beyond  its  legitimate  powers. 

Mr.  Deakin. — The  point  is  that  that  is 
the  only  case  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE. ~I  do  not  think 
the  argument  is  a  very  strong  one,  because 
I  think  only  one  or  two  of  the  matters 
with  which  Parliament  has  dealt  have  yet 
come  before  the  High  Court  for  its  deci- 
sion, and,  therefore,  it  might  be  said  that 
out  of  xoo  per  cent,  of  the  cases  that  have 
come  before  the  High  Court  it  has  been 
determined  in  50  per  cent,  that  the  legisla- 
tion of  this  Parliment  is  uttra  vires. 

Mr.  Deakin. — No;  there  was  the  ques- 
tion of  the  sealing  of  ships'  stores,  and 
also  the  Customs  Act  as  a  whole,  and  Uie 
income  tax  matters. 


Mr,  W,  H.  IRVINE.  —  The  Customs 
Act  was  not  one  of  the  measures  (xi  which 
there  was  a  decision. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Yes,  it  was  one.  The 
questi<m  of  our  constitutional  powers  was 
raised  by  that  Act 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  should  be  very 
sorry  to  say  anything  which  might  be  as- 
sumed to  anticipate  a  decision  of  the  High 
Court  on  any  of  the  measures  which  we 
have  already  passed.  Several  of  them  are 
coming  up  for  review,  and  no  doubt  in  due 
time,  and  I  hope  before  very  long,  the  High 
Court  will  be  enabled  to  give  us,  not  only 
a  decisi(Mi  in  these  cases,  but  one  which 
will  lay  down  some  guiding  principles  by 
which  we  can  rule  our  conduct  in  the 
future.  On  this  measure,  however,  I  think 
it  is  not  only  my  right,  but  my  duty,  to  bring 
forward  reasons  for  doubting  whether  we 
should  proceed  further  with  this  legisla- 
tion until  the  High  Court  has  given  us  a 
decision  on  the'  point  involved.  I  should 
like  very  shortly  to  state  the  grounds  for 
the  very  grave  doubts  which  have  arisen  in 
my  mind,  and  in  those  of  other  lawyers  I 
know,  with  regard  to  the  constitutionalitv 
of  the  whde  of  this  intricate  method  of  re*- 
gulating  industrial  matters  by  means  of 
the  imposition  of  duties  of  Excise  with  a 
remittance  of  the  Excise  upon  compliance 
by  the  people  affected  with  certain  rules. 
As  I  understand  the  argument  used  in 
favour  of  this  class  of  legislation,  it  is 
that,  as  we  have  the  power  to  impose 
duties  of  Excise,  we  consequently  have 
power  to  impose  than  subject  to  any  con- 
ditions, and  may  make  their  impositi<m 
subject  to  the  condition  that,  if  men  pav  a 
certain  rate  of  wages  to  their  employ^, 
the  Excise  will  not  apply,  or  will  be  re- 
mitted, to  them.  I  would  pxnnt  out  first 
that  there  is  no  special  or  expressed  power 
in  the  Constitution  to  impose  duties  of  Ex- 
cise at  all.  Our  power  to  impose  duties 
of  Excise,  as  well  as  of  Customs,  arises 
onlv  under  the  general  power  ccmtained  in 
para^aph  (11.)  of  section  51  of  the  Con- 
stituticm,  thus — 

51.  The  Pnrlument  shall,  subject  to  this  Con- 
stitution, have  power  to  make  laws  for  the  peace, 
order,  and  good  government  of  the  Common- 
wealth with  respect  to — 

(II.)  Taxation  

Mr.  Groom. — The  words  "  duties  of 
Customs  and  Excise"  run  through  the  Con- 
stitution. 

that.'"  The  p'rovis^'^rS^^i^^^tte 
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wily  legislative  power  we  possess  on  that 
subject.  Section  90  and  scwne  other  sec- 
tions assume  that  Customs  and  Excise 
duties  will  be  imposed,  and  of  course  the 
whole  administration  of  that  matter  be- 
came transferred  to  us  on  the  institution  of 
the  Commonwealth.    Section  90  provides — 

On  the  imposition  of  uniform  duties  of  Cus- 
toms, tlie  power  of  the  Parliament  to  impose 
duties  of  Customs  and  of  Excise,  and  to  grant 
Imunties  on  the  production  or  export  of  goods, 
shall  berome  exclusive. 

That  implies  that  Parliament  has  a  legis- 
lative power  which,  on  a  certain  event  hap- 
pening, is  to  beccwne  exclusive.  But  that 
power  comes  merely  from  the  general  grant 
of  power  regarding  taxation  which  I  have 
(juoted.  This  kind  of  question  has  been 
raised  in  several  cases  that  have  gone  to 
the  Privy  Council  from  Canada,  and  in 
many  cases  decided  in  Canada  itself.  It 
has  arisen  also,  to  some  extent,  in  the 
United  States  of  America.  -  It  is  perfectly 
true  that  the  Court  cannot  inquire  into 
the  motix'es  of  Parliament  in  passing  an 
Act.  It  has  been  determined  over  and 
over  again  that  if  Parliament  has  the 
right  to  cover  a  particular  ground  by  legis- 
lation, no  Court  may  inquire  into  the 
motives  which  actuated  Parliament  in  pass- 
ing the  law.  But  there  is  another  prin- 
ciple to  which  I  would  earnestly  direct  the 
attenticMi  of  the  Attorney-General,  and 
also  of  the  Prime  Minister,  who  is  quite  as 
capable  as  are  any  of  us  to  review  a  legal 
argument.  That  principle  is  that,  al- 
though you  cannot  look  into  the  motive 
with  which  Parliament  has  passed  a  par- 
ticular Act,  you  have  to  loot — if  the  legis- 
lative authority  of  Parliament  is  limited, 
as  it  is  in  this  case,  by  an  enumeration  of 
subjects— not  at  the  form  of  the  Act,  but 
at  its  real  scope,  substance,  effect,  and 
aim,  in  order  to  find  whether  it  falls,  or 
does  not  fall,  within  any  of  those  enimier- 
ated  subjects.  I  propose  to  give  a  few 
examples  to  show  what  has  been  daie  in 
that  matter  in  Canada.  .  I  do  not  propose 
to  go  at  length  into  it  now,  although  I 
have  been  very  interested  in  the  question, 
and  haw  investigated  it  very  fully.  I  pro- 
pose  to  bring  forward  these  points,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  asking  this  House  to  express 
any  opinion  upon  the  matter  at  present, 
but  more  for  the  purpose  of  directing,  as 
earnestly  a.s  I  nan,  the  attention  of  the 
Government  to  it  before  this  class  of  legis- 
lation goes  any  further. 

^Ir.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable 
member  does  not  suggest  that  there  are  no 

Mr,  ir.  //.  Irvine. 


other  powers  implied  in  the  Constitution 
besides  those  specified  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— We  hare  every 
power  implied  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
us  to  carry  out  those  which  are  expressed, 
but  there  are  also  im^ied  restrictions. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— So  far  as  I  can  form 
an  opinion — not  from  a  mere  glance 
now.  but  from  an  earlier  examination — the 
Bill  before  us  deals  purelv  with  the  question 
of  procedure  before  the  Court.  It  does  nor 
deal  with  any  policy  such  as  that  which  has 
been  called  by  the' honorable  member  and 
others  the  new  protection.-  I.  therefore,' 
cannot  allow  a  broad  discussion  on  that 
policv  to  talce  place  upon  the  consideration 
of  a  Bill  which  affects  procedure  only.  The 
honorable  member  will  see  that  I  could  not 
allow  on  this  Bill  the  discussion  of  a  scheme 
which  has  been  outlined  in  a  paper  laid  upon 
the  table,  and  which  has  to  be  brought  be- 
fore the  House  at  a  later  stage.  The  only 
matter  whrch  we  can  discuss  now  is  the 
amending  Bill  before  us.  I  ask  the  hcwior- 
able  member  not  to  discuss  anything  more, 
unless  he  finds  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  his  argument  to  do  so. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  was  putting  it 
that  this  Bill,  which,  in  one  sense,  is  called 
the  Excise  Procedure  Bill,  in  another  sense 
enlarges  very  considerably  the  powers  of 
the  Court  with  regard  to  the  admission  of 
evidence,  and  other  matters.  I  submit  that 
my  argument  js  quite  relevant  to  that  aspect 
of  the  Bill.  In  fact,  if  the  Bill  is  pro- 
ceeded with,  I  intend  to  propose  amend- 
ments of  the  original  measure  in  order  to 
limit  to  some  degree  the  powers  of  the 
Courr.  I  really  cannot  disctiss  the  matter 
at  all  unless  I  am  at  liberty  to  show  the 
foundation  of  the  legislation  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber finds  it  necessary  for  his  argument  to 
do  so.  I  shall  not  interfere.  At  the  same 
time,  I  felt  bound  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  this  was  a  procedure  Bill  onlv. 
and  that,  therefore,  the  debate  upon  it  must 
be  confined  within  some  reasonable  limits. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  shall  not  de- 
tain the  House  very  long.  The  line  of 
argument  which  T  was  pursuing  was  that  we 
have  here  a  legislative  power  linuted  bv  an 
enumerated  class  of  subjects,  and  matters 
that  are  necessaril  y  incidental  to 
the  carr>ing  out  of  that  power.  The 
particular  question  before  us  is  re- 
lated to  the  power  of  taxation.  It  has  been 
held  bv  the  Privv  Council,  in  the  Canadian 
case  of  Russen'R9^'H^"-  Queen,  7  Appeal 
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CaseSf  where  very  much  the  same  class  of 
indirect  efieict  was  urged/  that — 

The  true  nature  and  character  of  the  legisU- 
tioD  in  particular  under  discussion  must  always 
be  determined,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  class 
of  subject  to  which  it  really  belongs, 

A  very  good  example  of  this  principle  is 
given  in  the  case  of  The  Attorney-General 
for  Quebec  v.  The  Queen  I  nsurance 
Company,  3  Appeal  Cases.  That  is  a 
very  aipt  illustraticm,  because  there  was  in 
that  case  an  Act  of  the  Provincial  Legis- 
lature of  Quebec,  imposing  a  tax  on  certain 
jpolicies  of  insurance.  It  was  contended 
that  that  was  not  authorized  by  tht;  Cana- 
dian CcHisfitution.  The  Legislaiure  of  the 
Province  was  authorized  by  th*e  Constitution 
to  make  taws  in  relation,  to  shop,  saloon, 
tavern,  auctioneer,  and  other  licences.  It 
purported  to  niake  a<.  law,  within  the  par- 
ticular terms  of  th^t  authority,  relating  to 
licences,  but  it  was  urged  that,  although 
that  was  the  pouticular  form  in  which  the 
law  was  brou^t  forward,  and  although  it 
appeared  on  its  face  to  be  within  the  terms 
under  which/ the  legislative  power  had  been 
granted,  y^t  in  reality  and  dfect  that  was 
not  the  ^*al  scope  or  aim  of  the  Act, 
which,  c^MisequentJy,  was  ultra  vires.  Tht 
Master .  of  the  Rolls,  Mr.  Justice  Jessel, 
than  whom  there  could  be  no  higher  au- 
thority, said — 

The  Statute  io  question  purports  to  be  on  the 
face  of  it  in  exercise  of  that  power — 

Just  as  the  legislation  now  before  us  ipm- 
ports,  on  the  face  of  it»  to  be  in  exercise 
of  the  taxing  power — the  power  of  impos- 
ing duties  of  Excise — in  our  Constitution — 

It  enacts  that  every  assurer,  except  people 
curryioK  on  marine  insuiance,  shall  he  boud  to 
tnke  out  a  licence,  before  the  ist  day  of  May  in 
each  year,  with  the  revenue  oflker  of  Mhe  dis- 
trict, and  to  remain  continually  tinder  liceose. 

He  says  finally  that  although  the  Act  pur- 
ported to  be  a  Licence  Act,  when  the  real 
purpose  and  effect  of  it  were  examined,  it 

was  found  to  be,  not  a  Licaice  Act  at  all, 
but  a  Stamp  Act,  and  that,  therefore,  al- 
though in  form  the  Legislature  purported  to 
be  exercising  one  of  its  powers,  it  w-as  not 
really  exercising  that  power  in  that  iparticti- 
lar  Act,  which  therefore  was  void.  The  Court 
Iheld  that  the  Legislature  had  exceeded  its 
powers,  although  it  purported  to  be  exercis- 
ng  them,  just  as  we  are  here  purporting  to 
^rdse  our  taxing  power,  whilst  we  are 
fuiy  using  this  madiinery  for  the  enfortt- 
the^  of  certain  social    obligatims.  My 
obta  argument,  according  to  those  deci- 
feeT|  is  that  you  have  to  look,  not  at  the 
iner»*.r  form  of  the  legislation,  but  at  the 


real  object  to  be  attained  as  appears  from 
the  Act  itself.  The  case  of  Regina  v. 
Wasoti,  4  Cartwright,  p.  478,  is  another 
case  in  point.  In  the  Court  below,  Chief 
Justice  Araiour,  of  the  Canadian -Court,  re- 
ferred to  the  primary  objec^'Cf  the  Act 
as  being  a  guiding  principle  in  ascer- 
taining whether  the  Act  fell  within 
the  power  given  by  -  the  Constitution 
or  not.  Although-  his  judgment  was 
reversed- on  appeal,  the  Judges  of  Ap- 
peal did  not  reverse  his  decision  on  that 
ground,  but  maintained  the  same  principle 
as  he  had  advocated.  A  striking  illustra- 
ticMi  of  the  application  of  the  principle  is 
given  in  the  case  of  Tat  Sing  v. 
McGuire,  which  comes  very  near  the  pre- 
sent case.  The  Parliament  had  made  an 
Act  to  provide  ftx  the  better  collection  of 
Provinaal  tans  from  Chinese.  That 
was  undoubtedly  a  matter  which  lay 
within  the  powers  of  the  Provincial  Par- 
liament. It  was  expressly  provided  bv  the 
Constitution  that  they  should  have  power 
to  do  what  they  purported  to  do  in  that 
case. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — That  was  a  Pro- 
vincial Parliament. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Yes.  But.  as 
the  honorable  member  knows,  we  have  no 
more  right  either  by  implicati(»i  or  by 
direct  trespass  to  infringe  upon  the  rights 
of  the  States  than  they  have  to  infringe 
upon  ours.  We  have  no  paramount 
authority  to  break  the  Constituticm,  any 
more  than  they  have,  so  that  any  argument 
that  will  hold  one  way  hol.ds  equally  well 
the  other.  The  Act  in  question,  in  that 
case,  was  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  for  the 
better  collection  of  Provincial  taxes  from 
Chinese.  Iti  its  preamble  it  professed  to 
prevent  the  evasion  of  payment  by  Chinese 
of  taxes — which  was  also  a  matter  entirely 
within  the  power  of  the  Provincial  Par- 
liament— and  to  enact  its  provisions  as  a 
more  simple  method  for  the  collection 
of  those  taxes.  The  enforcement  of  Pro- 
vincial taxation  was  clearly  a  matter 
within  the  Legislative  capacity  of  the  Pro- 
vince. The  Court  held  that,  if  the  form 
of  the  Act  were  the  substance  of  the  Act, 
if  its  real  aim  was  a-s  shown  in  the  title 
and  preamble,  and  if  the  Court  had  been 
bound  to  look  on!v  at  its  form,  and  not 
into  its  real  nature,  the  passing  of  the  mea- 
snre  would  have  been  clearlv  within  the 
power  of  the  Provincial  Parliament  but — 

The  Court  held,  on  examintilion  of  the  enart- 
clMses,  that  its  real  objcct^as  not  to  collect 
revenue,  but  to  drivDIllKeCbjBeSEOfi^iS  couo- 
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Mr.  Crouch.— Which  was  a  matter 
purely  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
national  Parliament.  , 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Precisely— 

 thu.  interfering 

iiuibority  r««ved  to  the  Dommion 

to  the  reguiilion  of  trade  and  comnieiM.  the 
lights  of  cSiniw^  and  the  treaties  of  the  Em- 

The  Act  was  hel^be  «««  T"' Wh^a 
order  to  show  that  tfe-^^EL^^^^j^d  ?i(^ 
matter  which  was  within  thejul-^\° 
only  of  the  national  Parliament,  the  Ct- 
had  to  go  behind  its  apparent  form.  The 
Legislature  said  *'  This  is  an  Act  to  enforce 
provincial  taxation,"  but  the  Court  replied 
"No,  it  purpwts  to  be  such,  and  Parlia- 
ment has  said  that  that  is  iu  purpose,  but 
it  is  our  duty  as  a  Court  to  determine 
whether  that  is  its  real  purpose  and 
effect.  We  have  to  'ook  behind  the 
form  which  Parliament  has  chosen  to 
adopt,  and  inquire  into  the  real  scope 
and  effect  of  the  Act.  We  find,,  on  so 
doing,  that  it  is  not  an  Act  the  real  pur- 
pose of  which  is  to  enforce  Prm-incial  taxa- 
tion, but  an  Act  the  real  purpose  of  which 
is  to  drive  Chinese  out  of  the  State." 
The  Master  of  the  Rolls  at  the  end  of 
the  judgment,  which  I  cited  before,  and 
which  I  think  is  applicable  to  the  present 
case,  said — 

The  result  is  this,  that  it  is  not  in  substance  a 
Licence  Act  at  all.  It  is  nothiae  more  nor  less 
than  a  simple  Stamp  Act  on  policies  with  pro. 
visions  referring  to  a  licence,  because  it  must  be 
presumed  that  the  framers  of  the  statute  thought 
it  W.IS  necessary  lu  order  to  cover  the  kind  of 
tn\  in  question  with  letjal  sanction  that  it  should 
be  made  in  the  shape  of  a  price  paid  for  licence. 

Of  course,  Parliament  said  that  it  was 
passing  a  Licensing  Act,  but  Mr.  Justice 
Jessel  said  that,  in  substance,  and  in  fact, 
it  was  not  a  Licensing  Act.  As  a  lawyer, 
I  should  be  sorry  to  express  a  definite 
opinion  at  this  stage,  and  say  that  the 
House  ought  to  allow  itself  to  be  entirely 
governed  by  this  judgment  in  a  doubtful 
case  of  the  sort  with  which  we  are  deal- 
ing. But  even  if  the  Attorney -General 
has  given  his  opinion  in  favour  of  this 
Bill — and  I  say  this  with  all  respect  to 
the  opinion  of  the  Attc^ney-Geiwral — I 
do  not  tlunk  that,  as  a  body,  we  ought  to 
take  the  risk. 

Mr.  Grooh. — ^When  the  Government 
were  advised  in  regard  to  this  Bill,  Aeie 
was  another  Attorney-General. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  know  that  the 
present  Attorney-General  is  not  respon- 
sible. 


Mr.  Groom.— I  am  not  seeking  to  evade 
the  responsibility,  but  merely  pomting  oat 
the  fact 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— All  I  say  is  thit, 
in  my  opinion,  it  would  be  well  on  the  pirt 
of  the  Government  not  to  pregs  this  measun 
now.  It  would  be  wiser  on  their  part  to  take 
the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  approad- 
ine  adjournment,   to  go   fully  into  tbe 
matter^perhaps  more  fully  than  they  have 
yet  gone  into  it— and  ascertain  whethw  « 
are  not  running  very  great  risks  indew^. 
•"V  inaugurating  a  widespread,  comprehen- 
"•^'S    heme,  to  cover  the  whole  ground  of 
ac*>-'   economics,  at   all  evenU,  » 
mdustnai^ice  lection    extends.  Should 
far    as    ph  -    subsequently  be  foood 
this   legislatioi^4» -.dations    not  conitilo- 
to   rest   on    fotJR-^st  lead  to  disappont* 
tionally  sound,  it  mu?  ^  nd  additional  fric- 
ment,  heart-burning,  Sl^nd  employed.  I 
tion  between  employers  a?^vjn  out  in  order 
merely  throw  this  suggestiJQ-iously  consider 
that  the  Government  may  sel^^e  admit  that 
the  matter.    Of  course,  I  qur«jhis  Bill,  it 
if  the  Government  insist  on  V  rovisions 
must  pass.   There  are  certain  pS^  do  some 
the  Bill  itself  which  are  likelv  rnhz  ratiier 
injustice;  but  I  am  now  referri^t  whole 
to  the  constitutional  aspect.    ThL^_— - 
question  will  have  to  come  up  for^BWwld 
sion  next  year,  and  I  suggest  that  it  ^iffltil 
be  better  to  let  the  matter  stand  over 
then,  even  if  the  President  of  the 
tion  Court  is.  for  the  time  being,  dep 
of  some  of  the  powers  that  he  thinks  n 
sary.    I  have  now  only  a  few  words  to 
with  regard  to  some  of  the  provisions  of  t' 
Bill.    Clause  3  is  as  follows — 

Tn  the  hearing  and  determination  of  any  a 
plication  the  President  shall  act  according 
equity  good  conscience  and  the  substantial  merit 
of  the  case,  without  regard  to  technicalities  o 
legnl  forms,  and  shall  not  be  bound  by  any  ruleJ 
of  evidence,  but  may  inform  his  mind  on  any 
matter  in  such  manner  as  he  thinks  just. 

Then  clause  5  provides  that  counsel  or 
solicitors  are  not  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Except  bv  the  con-/ 
sent,  and  with  the  leave  of  the  Court.  i 
Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— What  I  have  tcl 
say  in  regard  to  these  clauses  illustrates  thcf 
position  I  take  up  with  regard  to  the  wholi^ 
Bill.  If  we  ai«  creating  or  empowering  X 
tribunal  to  fix  rates  of  wages,  or  ccmdition 
of  labour,  that  are  to  affect  people 


ever  means  it  likes,  or^inks  right,  *PP^ 
the  matters  b^oftetity  W>^giQles 
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that  it  should  have  that  power.  Moreover, 
I  am  quite  prepared  to  concede  that  when 
dealing  with  future  relations  it  may  be  the 
very  wisest,  most  eocmomical  and  best 
course  to  prevent  those  who  come  to  state 
the  case  on  either  side  having  the  advan- 
tage, or  disadvantage,  as  the  case  may  be, 
oit  being  represented  by  counsel  or  solictor. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  there  are  not 
lawyers,  there  will  inevitably  be  experts. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— That  is  so.  I 
shall  not  enter  into  the  questi<»i  whether 
in  dealing  with  determinations  which  are  to 
govern  the  future  conduct  of  the  men 
affected,  very  much  wider  powers  may  be 
given  to  the  Court  or  tribunal,  than  would 
be  given  if  it  were  dealing  with  rights  cr 
wrones  already  committed.  "But  if,  in  fact 
and  in  substance,  a  large  number  of  per- 
sons, who  have  been  carrying  on  their 
businesses  before  this  legislation  was  passed, 
are  arraigned  before  the  Court — what- 
ever the  l^al  ftHTO  may  be — as  guilty  of 
past  offences,  then  we  have  no  right  to  pre* 
vent  them  from  being  represented  by  any 
persons  they  may  choose  to  represent  them. 
If  they  are  not  represented,  then  they  have 
the  right  to  say  that  the  Court  must  not 
inform  itself  by  conjecture,  guesswork,  or 
hearsay,  of  what  has  taken  place.  If  I  am 
charged  with  an  oSence,  for  which  I  may 
be  mulct  in  hundreds,  or,  it  may  be, 
thousands  of  pounds,  the  case  must  be 
proved  against  me  by  legal  evidence.  That 
is  a  prindple  which  ought  not  to  be  lost 
sight  of.  I  have  no  sympathy  at  all  with 
Mr.  McKay,  and  other  gentlemen  who  have 
allowed  themselves  to  fall  into  a  very  awk- 
ward position.  I  do  not  know  how  Mr. 
McKay  conducts  his  business,  and  I  do 
not  intend  to  inquire;  but  I  cannot 
forget  that,  in  this  instance,  Mr. 
McKay  removed  his  works  from  where 
he  was  subject  to  Wages  Boards  to  a  place 
to  which  the  jurisdiction  of  these  Boards 
does  not  extend.  Although  Mr.  McKay 
was  legallv  entitled  to  take  that  step,  I 
feel  that  it  does  not  entitle  him  to  very 
mudi  sympathetic  consideration  on  our 
part.  Not  do  I  feel  much  sympathy  for 
other  protectionist  manufacturers  who,  to 
a  large  extent,  asked,  not  for  reasonaUe 
protection,  but  practical  prcAibition,  and 
who  have  forsaken  all  their  other  political 
friends,  and  have  sought  the  alliance  of 
the  Labour  Party,  for  the  scAe  purpose  of 
obtaining  the  duties  they  desire.  I  do  not 
feel,  as  I  say,  much  sympathy  -with  those 
men  when  they  emerge,  certainly  witii 


hi^er  duties,  but  with  a  rope  round  their 
necks. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — They  did  not  get 
much  support  from  certain  members  of 
the  Labour  Party. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Those  manufac- 
turers remind  me  of  the  position  of  the 
young  lady — 

Who  smiled  as  bhe  rode  od  a  tiger; 

They  tetumed  fiom  the  ride 

With  the  lady  inside. 

And  the  smile  on  the  face  of  the  tiger. 

Mri  McDouGALL. — I  thought  that  the 
Opposition  corner  party  had  already  suc- 
ceeded in  cutting  the  claws  of  the  social- 
istic tiger. 

Mr.  W,  H,  IRVINE.— In  the  present 
instance  I  ccmgratulate  the  tiger.  However, 
this  is  not  a  question  of  sympathy.  We 
ought,  as  reasonable  men,  to  put  our  sym- 
pathies and  animosities  aside;  if  we  pro- 
pose to  lay  down  a  definite  policy  in  re- 
gard to  wages  or  other  conditions,  we  must 
base  it  on  right  and  just  principles.  If 
we  desire  to  have  a  tribunal  to  regulate 
future  conduct  and  procedure,  let  us  give 
it  wide  powers,  and  enable  it  to  infona 
itself,  without  legal  technicalities  or 
checks  oa  evidence,  of  the  circumstances 
it  has  to  determine.  Do  away  with  coun- 
sel if  that  is  the  more  oMivenient  method ; 
but  if  we  are  to  invest  the  Court  with 
those  great  additional  powers,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  hale  before  it  men  who  are 
charged,  no  matter  what  their  conduct  may 
be,  with  the  commission  of  past  offences^ 
we  have  no  right  to  deprive  those  men 
of  the  right,  which  all  ought  to  have  in 
every  British  axnmunity,  to  have  the 
charge  proved  according  to  the  law  of  evi- 
dence, and  not  by  oxijecture,  guess-work,- 
or  hearsay.  I  do  not  desire,  at  this 
stage,  to  take  up  further  time  in  discuss- 
ing the  measure.  It  would  be  well,  when 
we  are  so  near  the  Christmas  \acation,  to 
realize  the  fact  that,  even  if  the  powers 
sought  for  be  granted,  they  will  only 
create  greater  difficulty  in  the  a3min- 
istraticm  of  the  law  already  in  force,  until 
there  has  been  an  opportunity  afforded  to 
Parliament  to  place  the  whole  legislation 
on  a  sure,  logical,  and  sound  foundation. 

sating  suspended  from  i  to  2.15  p.m. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
r*-'5l- — I  do  not  intend  to  detain  the 
House  by  offering  any  lengthv  remarks 
upon  this  very  important  measure  which, 
after  all,  is  purely  a  procedure  Bill,  and 
does  not  raise  the  constitpffionaL-aiiestions 
which  have  been  diSWa  l^Wfionorable 
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member  for  F  linders.  At  the  same 
time,  it  is  well  that  be  should  have 
given  us  the  brief  review  which  he  diil 
of  the  constitutional  aspect  of  this  mat- 
ter. It  will,  no  doubt,  prove  very  useful 
later  on,  but  it  would,  indeed,  have  been 
a  specially  valuable  contribu'iion  at  the 
time  that  the  Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural 
Machinery)  Act  wa^s  under  consideration. 
As  I  understand  it,  this  is  a  Bill  which 
is  intended  to  clothe  the  President  of 
the  Arbitration  Court  with  the  powers  re- 
(juisite  to  mable  him  to  fully  discharge 
the  very  onerous  duties  which  have  be«i 
intrusted  to  him,  and  as  such  I  shall 
leave  the  whole  responsibility  of  it  with 
the  Government.  The  measure  contains 
wxae  very  drastic  provisions — provisions 
which  are  of  a  ven.-  far-reaching  diaracter, 
and  some  of  which  raise  an  entirely  new 
position  so  far  as  our  legal  procerlure 
is  concerned.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  primary  object  of  the  measure  is  to 
enable  the  President  of  the  Arbitration 
Court  to  obtain  full  information  concern- 
ing the  cases  upon  which  he  is  asked 
adjudicate,  and  to  protect  absolutelv  the 
individuals  who  furnish  that  informa- 
'tion.  I  understand  that  the  President  of 
the  Court  has  himself  impressed  upon  the 
Ministry  the  necessity  for  clpthing  him 
with  the  full  and  ample  powers  which  it 
is  proposed  tlo  confer  upon  him  under 
this  Bill.  I  cannot  help  making  a  pass- 
ing reference  to  the  interesting  memoran- 
dum which  has  t?een  submitted  to  us  bv 
the  Prime  Minister  on  the  subject  of  the 
new  protection.  I  confess  that  I  was 
very  disappointed  with  that  memorandum 
in  one  respect. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Because  there  was 
nothing  millennial  about  it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— There  is  plenty 
that  is  millennial  about  it,  but  ver>'  little 
that  is  practical.  I  have  all  along  under- 
istood,  in  connexion  with  that  memoran- 
dum, that  the  Prime  Minister  intended  to 
furnish  the  House  with  a  list  of  the  in- 
dustries to  which  the  new  protection  is 
to  be  applied. 

Mr.  Deakin. — No. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  has  been 
a  very  general  understanding.  Honorable 
members  have  been  under  the  impression 
that  when  the  roemcvanduni  was  submitted 
it  would  contain  a  schedule  of  the  indus- 
tries to  which  the  new  protection  is  to  be 
made  applicable.  Dn  I  understand  that 
the  Prime  Minister  does  not  contemplate 
submitting  such  a  schedule,  until  the  Bill 


dealing  with  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  brought  forward? 

Mr.  Deakih. — I  ha\-e  said  so  several 
Hmes. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  is  hardly  possible  to 
decide  what  industries  ought  to  be 
included  in  the  schedule  until  the  Tariff 
has  been  passed. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— So  far  as  that 
is  concerned,  the  memorandum  itself 
was  kept  back  until  the  Tariff  had  passed. 

Mr.  Deakin. — The  honorable  member 
for  South  Sydney  means  passed  by  both 
Houses. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.—Surely  that  is 
a  quibble.  The  memorandum'  was  kept 
baclE. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— The  Labour 
Party  would  not  let  the  Tariff  pass  its 
final  stages  until  they  got  their  promiss(Hj 
note.  The  only  thing  left  out  of  the 
note  is  the  amount. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Exactly.  The 
duty  on  harvesters  was  left  in  abeyance  for 
that  purpose,  the  understanding  being  that 
in  the  interim  the  memorandum  relating  to 
the  new  protection  would  be  submitted. 
The  memorandum  has  now  been  submitted, 
and  I  find  that  it  contains  nothing  novel. 
It  really  embodies  the  scheme  put  forward 
by  the  honorable  member  for  South  Syd- 
ney, and  I  congratulate  him  upon  having 
so  completely  engrafted  upon  the  Prime 
Minister's  mind  the  principles  of  the  new 
protection,  as  outlined  by  him  when  he  was 
the  mouth-piece  of  the  Labour  Party.  The 
vcnce  is  the  voice  of  Deakin,  but  the  hand 
of  Watson  is  plainly  to  be  seen  thcou^- 
out  it  The  Bill  proposes  to  coiffer  some 
very  drastic  powers  upon  tbe  President  of 
the  Arbitration  Court,  and.  one  of  these  is 
contained  in  clause  9.  Reference  has  aU 
ready  been  made  by  the.  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Flinders  to  the  provision  relating 
to  the  prohibitkMi  imposed  upon  the  ap- 
pearance of  lawyers  before  the  Court.  I 
should  like  to  say  that  I  Icmg  ago  arrived 
at  the  conclusion  that,,  if  these  industrial 
Courts  are  to  have  any  good  effect,  there 
must  be  less  law  about  them,  less  of  legal 
technicality,  and  more  of  substantial  jus- 
tice. Heretofore,  the  pecaliarity  of  all 
these  Courts  has  been  that,  whilst  we 
liaie  enacted  that  thetr  procedure  shall  be 
conducted  upon  the  lines  of  equity  and 
good  conscience,-  we  have  at  the  same  time 
established  an  intricate  legal  procedure.  I 
am  not  quite  sure  whether,,  from  the  very 
structure  of  these  Courts,  it  has  not  be- 
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come  a  necessity  to  have  a  legai  present- 
ment of  the  cases  coming  before  them.  How- 
ever, in  this  Bill  we  are  asked  to  declare 
that  only  with  the  ccraplete  concurrence 
of  the  parties  concerned,  and  with  that  of 
the  President  of  the  Arbitration  Court, 
shall  lawyers  take  any  part  in  its  proceed- 
ings. But  whilst  we  shut  out  the  lawyer," 
I  fear  that  we  shall  ine\'itably  set  up  a  sys- 
tem of  procedure  which,  on  the  whole,  may 
prove  to  be  not  leas  costly,  and  perhaps  a 
little  less  ^cient,  than  the  present  sys^ 
tern. 

Mr.  Page. — It  is  very  funny  to  hear 
the  honorable  member  barracking  for  the 
lawyers. 

M^.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  liope  that 
the  honorable  member  will  not  run  away 
with  that  notion.  I  am  merely  jxwnting  out 
that  the  honorable  member  desires  to  sub- 
stitute a  lay  lawyer  for  a  trained  lawyer. 

Mr.  Page. — We  want  to  be  allowed  to 
put  our  own  case  in  our  own  wav. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  employis 
will  not  put  their  own  case  in  their  own 
way.  They  will  get  a  man  who  is  without 
a  legal  training  to  put  it  for  them,  and 
the  possibilities  are  that  they  will  pay  him 
a  good  fee  for  doing  so.  In  the  New 
South  Wales  Land  Court,  for  example,  we 
know  that  lay  lawyers  have  been  evolved, 
and  that  they  receive  big  fees  for  their 
services — feea  whtdi  some^times  run  into 
hundreds  of  pounds.  I  am  not  quite  sure 
that,  by  this  Bill,  we  shall  escape  any 
technicalities  and  any  detailed  procedure 
which  now  attadies  to  the  getting  of  legal 
evidence. 

Mr.  Page. — The  legal  practiticmers  did 
not  come  out  erf  those  scandals  any  cleaner 
than  did  the  layman. 

Sir  John  Quick.. — But  the  legal  prac- 
titicMier  is  subject  to  the  discipline  of  the 
Court. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  make  no 
comment  "on  those  Courts,  The  point 
that  I  desire  to  make  is  that  we  are 
simply  changing  the  designation  of  the  same 
instrumentality.  I  shall  await  the  result 
of  this  experiment  wifH  mucH  inferest.  1 
wish  now  to  call  attention  to  the  tremen- 
dous powers  conferred  by  clause  9,  which 
provides  that  a  man  may  not  refuse  to 
answer  any  question  put  to  him  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Court.  In  this  connexion  we 
must  recollect  that  no  appeal  will  be  al- 
lowed fr«n  the  decisiwi  of  this  tribunal. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  hope  not. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  makes  the 
matter  all  the  more  serious.    I  think  I  am 


right  in  saying  that  if  a  witness  before  an 
ordinary  Court  of  Justice  is  compelled  to 
answer  a  question  put  by  a  Judge,  he  has 
the  right  of  appeal  if  his  answer  would 
prejudicially  affect  his  case.  But,  under 
this  Bill,  he  will  have  no  right  of  appeal, 
and  yet  he  will  be  compelled  to  answer  any 
qoesticKi  put  to  him  by  the  President  of  the 
Arbitratitti  Court.  That  is  a  verv  grave 
departure  from  our  ordinary  legal  pro- 
cedure. The  Bill  contains  a  niunber  of 
other  provisions  which  will  not  prove  to  be 
of  very  much  use,  and  in  this  matter  I 
speak  from  practical  experience.  I  refer 
to  those  provisions  which  purport  to  pro- 
tect the  indi\'idual  who  supplies  informa- 
tion to  the  Court.  The  measure  lays  down 
that  if  a  witness  offers  the  Court  informa- 
ti<Mi  he  shall  be  protected  frtm  any  pun- 
ishment, damage,  loss,  or  disadvantage 
arising  from  his  art.  This  provision  ap- 
plies equally  to  employer  and  employ^.  It 
declares  that  the  employer  shall  not  dismiss 
a  workman  for  supplying  such  information, 
and  that  the  workman  shall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  leave  his  emplo>ment. 

Mr.  Groom. — That  provision  is  already 
the  law  in  several  of  the  States,  and  it  is 
also  embodied  in  the  Commonwealth  Con- 
ciliation and  Arbitration  Act. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  venture  to  say 
that  in  practice  it  will  prove  so  much  waste 
paper.  I  should  like  to  ask  the  Attorney- 
General  if  he  ever  knew  of  an  employer 
discharging  an  employ^  for  any  such 
reason  ?  I  never  did.  The  emplover 
always  discharges  his  workman  for  some 
other  reason.  Obviously,  it  will  be  impos- 
sible for  the  Court  to  arrive  at  the  motives 
which  influence  a  workman  in  leaving  his 
employment,  or  which  influence  an  em- 
ployer in  dischargine  any  o(  his  hands.  In 
other  words,  this  Bill  seeks  to  tie  a  man  to 
his  work. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — It  merely  ties  him 
to  give  another  excuse  for  leaving  his  work. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  whole  of 
its  provisions  seem  to  me  to  take  us  back 
to  the  old  days  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
wnen,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  a  man  was 
tied  down  to  his  work,  had  his  remunera- 
tion fixed,  and  his  outlook  generally  deter- 
mined. It  will  be  a  most  interesting  ex- 
periment, but  its  results  on  the  industrial 
life  of  the  community  have  yet  to  be  seen. 
I  shall  offer  no  objection  to  the  measure, 
but  shall  leave  the  Government  to  take  full 
responsibility  for  it.  I  topethat^  if  it  ac- 
complishes no  g(fii@ri'ft^WiH4[P^EHt  work 
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no  hann  so  far  as  the  future  industrial 
relations  of   the  CcMnmonweahh  are  con- 

«rned. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [2.30]. — Like  the  htmorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta,  I  recognise  t'hat  at  this 
stage,  the  Bill  bef(x%  us  can  neitho-  receive 
the  attention  whidi  it  desenes,  nor  can  we 
anticipate  being  able  to  do  anything  with 
it,  by  way  of  amendment,  to  reduce — as 
I  should  like  to  reduce — the  severity  of  'ts 
provisiwis.  I  am  afraid  that  we  are  em- 
barked <m  a  course  of  which  this,  and  the 
other  measures  of  a  similar  character  that 
M-e  have  passed,  are  the  preliminaries,  and 
■which  is  altogether  different  from  the 
standard  that  English  Judges  and 
British  people,  in  cwisequence  of  the  ex- 
perienK  of  the  past,  have  set  up.  We 
are  civing  such  unrestricted  powers  that, 
if  they  were  used  to  their  full  extent  and 
were  not  controlled  by  verv  high  princinles 
on  the  part  of  those  exercising  them,  tliey 
would  bring  us  bark  to  the  old  Star 
Chamber  system  of  British  jurisprudence. 
It  was  the  very  excesses  resulting  from  un- 
restricted powers  being  given  to  British 
Judges,  that  led  the  British  people  to  adopt 
the  principle — and  a  very  sound  prin- 
ciple I  think  it  is — that  every  Briton  should 
be  deemed  to  be  inrKwent  until  proxed  to 
be  guiltv. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — And  the  other  prin- 
ciple that  it  was  desirable  to  keep  judicial 
functions,  as  far  as  possible,  apart  frf«n 
political  matters. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.- T  _  quite 
agree;  that  also  is  an  important  principle 
that  we  are  departing  from. 

Mr.  Groom. — The  memorandum,  con- 
cerning the  new  protection,  combats  that 
objection. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSOX.— I  am  not 
goinsr  to  discuss  the  new  protection  pro- 
posals.     In  the  first  plaoe.  there  is  no 

time  for  a  full  debate  upon  them ;  arid, 
in  the  wrond  place,  we  are  merely 
furnished  with  a  memorandum,  and  have 
no  definite  proposals  before  us.  Until  we 
have  them  it  would  be  impossible  to  dis- 
cuss that  matter  with  anv  intelligence.  I 
should  have  liked,  as  T  have  said,  to  move 
some  amendments  upon  this  Bill,  because 
T  iliink  it  would  be  unfortunate  if  we  con- 
firmed such  legislation  without  proper  safe- 
jiuards  to  the  parties  concerned,  whoever 
those  parties  may  be.  If  we  continue  this 
cla«s  of  legislation  we  shall  reach  a  stage 
when  swne  unifwmed  officer  will  be  able  to 
go  uc  to  a  man  in  the  street  and  say,  "Vou 


are  guilty  of  an  offence;"  and  on  the  man's 
declaring,  "I  am  rwt  guiltv,"  the  respoosi- 
bilitv  of  proving  his  innocence  will  be 
thrown  uprai  him.  It  is  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult, in  scxne  circumstances,  i<x  a  man  to 
prove  that  he  is  not  guilty,  though  there 
may  be  circumstances  when  it  may  be  easy 
to  prove  innocence.  It  would  be  a  most 
unfortunate  thing,  which  might  be  worthy 
of  an  autocracy,  but  certainly  not  of  a 
democracy,  to  extend  that  class  of  l^is- 
lation.  We  ought  to  examine  and  consider 
very  carefully  all  proposals  which  contain 
such  drastic  conditions.  However,  I  quite 
recognise  that  the  majwity  of  hontvable 
members  are  in  favour  of  this  Bill.  I  re- 
cognise that,  if  any  amendment  were  made 
in  it.  the  Bill  >vould  be  hung  up,  inasmuch 
as  the  Senate  is  not  sitting.  Consequently, 
knowing  that  no  amendment  would  be 
accepted,  and  that  there  is  a  majority  in 
fa\x>ur  of  the  BiU  passing  into  law,  1 
shall,  with  these  protests,  simply  allow  the 
Go\emment  to  pass  the  measure,  throwkig 
the  respcHisibility  on  them,  as  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  has  done.  But  I 
would  ask  the  Government,  in  dealine  with 
certain  alleged  offences  against  the  Excise 
Act.  not  to  allow  their  minds  to  be  biased, 
either  by  political  influences  or  by  any 
partiality. 

Mr.  Groom. — Of  course  the  Government 
are  not  likely  to  be  so  influenced. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Well, 
certain  actions  are  being  taken  that  I.  per- 
sonally, think  are  not  quite  just.  No  one 
will  accuse  me  of  having  any  leaning, 
political  or  otherwise,  towards  the  manu- 
facturers of  harvesters.  The  honorable 
member  for  Melbourne  Ports  smiles.  I 
can  assure  him  that  while  I  have  never 
had  any  personal  feeling  against  any 
manufacturer.  I  have  had  a  ven-  strong 
objectitMi — and  have  shown  it  in  this  Parlia- 
ment— to  absolutely  unnecessar\-  'assistance, 
as  I  considered  it,  being  extended  by  Par- 
liament to  the  manufacturers  of  harvesters. 
Harvesters  have  dominated  this  House — 
in  fact,  this  Parliament — for  years.  On 
all  occasions,  I  have  opposed  the  entrendi- 
ing  of  those  manufacturers  at  the  public^.* 
expense  to  the  degree  attempted.  Thei^iS  ft^ 
fore,  I  might  feel,  if  I  allowed  myself  Jbr 
be  influenced  by  such  ideas — some  pleasure 
in  the  difilkrulties  into  which  the  manufac-  ^ 
turers  have  got.  But  that  consideration  ■* 
would  not  pre\-ent  me  from  trjing,  at  any 
rate,  to  look  at  the  case  fairly  and  justly ; 
and  I  do  say  that  when  ycHt  ask  men  to  do 
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an  impossibility,  and  then  attempt  to 
punish  them  for  not  doing  that  impossi- 
bility you  are  taking  a  very  unfair  course. 
How  could  these  manufacturers  possibly 
arrive  at  a  scale  of  wages  which  would  be 
satisfactory  to  somebody  who  had  not  been 
appointed,  and  whose  decisicHi  could  not  be 
anticipated?  It  is  absc^utely  impossible 
To  my  mind,  seeing  that  the  delay  in  en- 
fwdng  the  legislatiwi  was  due  to  the  Go- 
vernment  

Mr.  Gboou. — Na 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am  not 
desiring  to  reflect  on  the  Government  for 
that  delay.  There  are  delays  that  cannot 
be  overcome. 

Mr.  Groom. — It  was  in  the  hearing  of 
the  applicati«i. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  At- 
twney-General  will  remember  that  a  certain 
time  was  given  before  the  Act  came  into 
operation,  and  as  the  Excise  duty  was  to 
be  imposed  on  the  ist  of  January  if  pro- 
per wages  were  not  paid,  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  provide  the  tribunal 
that  was  to  fix  the  proper  wages. 

Mr.  Groou.  —  The  Judge  was  ap- 
pointed from  the  beginning  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Act.  The  delay  was  largely 
caused  by  a  desire  to  meet  the  convenience 
of  the  manufacturers  and  the  emplov^. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If  the 
time  was  not  sufficient,  a  longer  time  could 
have  been  allowed,  and  the  Act  need  not 
have  been  brought  into  force  on  the  date 
named.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  time 
was  sufficient,  then  there  was  neglect  s(xne- 
where  in  reference  to  the  non-establishment 
of  the  tribunal  and  the  fixing  of  the 
wages.  Fair  and  reasonable  wages  were 
to  be  paid  iiom  the  ist  of  January,  but 
the  Court  did  not,  till  nine  or  ten  months 
afterwards,  determine  what  fair  and  rea- 
sonable rates  were.  The  Judge  of  the 
Court  has  not  decided,  so  fap  as  I  know, 
that  the  wages  which  he  fixed  were  reason- 
able on  the  1st  of  Januar\'. 

Mr.  Watson. — He  specitically  said  he 
was  not  in  a  position  to  do  that. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  believe 
that  he  has  not  done  that;  and,  ccHise- 
quently,  I  cannot  see  what  proof  there  is 
that  the  employers  were  not  payuig  reason- 
able wages  oa  the  ist  of  January.  That, 
however,  is  a  legal  question  with  which  1 
am  not  going  to  deal.  It  is  rather  the  broad 
unfairness  of  the  position  to  which  I 
wish  to  call  attention;  an^  I  do  say  that 
when  it  was  absolutely  impossible  for  the 
manufacturers  to  know  what  would  be  fixed 


as  fair  and  reasonable  wages,  and  when  the 
Government  had  not  collected  the  Excise, 
because  fair  and  reasonable  wages  wwe  not 
determined,  then  it  does  seem  unjust  to 
ccMnpei  these  manufacturers  to  forfeit  large 
sums  of  money  because  they  did  not 
comply  with  decisions  that  had  not  been 
given,  and  were  not  ^ven  for  months  after- 
wards. As  I  have  said,  I  might  take  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  malicious  delight,  if  I 
allowed  myself  to  do  so,  in  the  situation 
of  those  who  have  been  worrying  this 
House,  absolutely  unnecessarily,  fta  many 
months. 

Mr.  Groom. — That  would  be  contrarv  tu 
the  honorable  member's  nature. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — None  of  us  is  free 
from  that  feeling. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— When, 
according  to  all  the  evidence,  they  were 
doing  excellently,  they  were  not  satisfied. 
They  wanted  more  and  mc»e.  They  were 
always  before  us.  If  I  remembered  these 
things,  I  might  take  malicious  satisfac- 
tion in  observing  where  they  have  landed 
themselves.  But  I  do  not  think  that  any 
member  of  this  House  has  any  right  to 
look  at  such  questic^is  from  that  point  of 
view.  The  right  thing  even  if  we  are  op- 
posed to  an  individual  or  his  actions,  is  to 
look  to  what  is  just  and  fair.  Personally, 
I  think  that  the  demands  that  are  being 
made  are  not  just  and  fair.  Therefore.  I 
draw  the  Minister's  attention  now,  as  this 
will  be  our  last  opportunity,  to  this  subject, 
in  the  hope  that  the  Government  will  give 
that  consideration  to  it  which  they  ought  to 
give,  and  that  they  will  consider  it  with  the 
deject  of  doing,  not  even  what  is  strictly 
legal — not  of  exercising  every  power  thev 
possess — but  of  doing  what  h  just  to 
all  concerned.  I  will  not  detain  the  House 
any  longer.  I  would  on\y  allude  in  pass- 
ing to  the  memorandum  of  the  Prime  Min- 
ister in  regard  to  the  new  prelection.  It 
is  so  easv  to  draw  beautiful  placards.  It 
is  so  difficult  to  secure  the  results  antici- 
pated from  those  placards.  I  think  that 
the  Government  will  find  when  a  Bill  is 
presented,  however  good  the  object  of  it, 
enormous  difficulties  will  have  to  be 
met  and  that  any  legislation  that  is  pro- 
posed will  not  be  equal  to  meeting  them. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [2.451- 
— I  support  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  and  I  hope  that  it  will  be  passed  this 
year.  It  is  simply  a  procedure  Bill,  in- 
tended to  give  effective  operation  to  the 
Harvester  Excise  Act  of  1906.   It  has  been 
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found  that  the  Act  is  not  quite  operative 
without  some  machinwy  provisions  which, 
1  think,  have  been  ■  suggested  by  the 
President  of  the  Arbitration  Court.  It  is 
not  true  that  the  Bill  creates  any  penal 
ofFencej  as  a  matter  of  substance,  against 
employers  and  manufacturers.  I  do  not 
think  that  any  one  can  successfully  con- 
tend thai  the  Federal  Parliament  or  Go- 
vernment has  a  direct  mandatory  power 
to  determine  xates  of  wages  or  hours  of 
labour.  I  can  find  no  direct  power  of 
that  kind  within  the  four  corners  of  the 
Gjnstitution :  I  can  find  no  direct  coercive 
power  over  employers  and  manufacturers. 
That  has  led  to  the  currwit  contention 
that  this  legislation  is  ultra  vires,  and 
therefore  unccmstitulional .  It  seems 
singular  that  that  view  was  not  presented 
when  the  legislation  was  submitted  to  the 
Parliament,  and  passed,  I  believe  almost 
unanimously.  There  was  a  general  con- 
currence of  view  that  if  it  did  grant  an 
increased  advantage  of  a  substantial  char- 
acter to  employers  and  manufacturers,  that 
grant  ought  to  be  coupled  with  conditions. 
The  difficulty  was  how  to  impose  these 
rnnditions  successfullv  in  the  absence  of 
direct  coercive  power.  The  Tariff  Com- 
mission considered  that  matter,  and  we 
could  find  no  means  or  method  of  exercis- 
ing a  power  over  employers  and  manufac- 
turers, except  by  holding  wer  their  heads 
a  threat  that  unless  the\-  granted  good 
wages  and  .working  conditions  the  two 
Houses  would  be  asked  to  withdraw  the 
increased  protection.  It  was  thought  that 
that  was  a  roundabout,  ineffective  method 
of  operating  upon  employers  and  manufac- 
turers, and  the  ingenious  idea  occurred  to 
the  honorable  member  for  Wide  Bay  that 
it  might  be  so  embodied  or  found  in  the 
taxing  i)o\ver ;  in  crther  words,  that  as 
Parliament  had  the  power  over  Excise  it 
might  impose  an  Excise  duty  upon  certain 
niannfacturers,  coupled  with  the  condition 
il  ,'.t  those  who  granted  fair  and  reasonable 
Uaut';,  to  their  workers  should  be  exempt 
(li'-refrom.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
it  iias  a  perfect  right  to  exempt  goods  or 
pi-rsons  from  Excise  duty.  I  do  not  wish 
to  pronounce  any  final  opinion  on  the  con- 
stitutional rjuestion,  because  that  is  quite 
i:nn'»'essarv  as  well  as  unsafe,  but,  as  at 
l>r<--'_iit  advjserl,  I  see  no  reason  whv  Par- 
ii  ;nie:it  slitnild  not  prant  an  exemption 
fv  in  Exeisp  duty,  coupled  with  the  condi- 
tii'ii  that  the  grantees  shall  do  certain 
tilings. 

Sir  Jcfitt  Quiek. 


Mr.  Glynn. — We  can  »empt  a  class  of 
persOTs. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— If  we  can  exempt 
a  class  of  persons,  I  see  no  reason  why 
we  should  not  «cempt  a  class  of  goods 
such  as  a  class  of  goods  produced  under 
fair  and  reasonable  working  oxiditioos. 
That  is  not  czeating  an  offence.  It  is  not 
imposing  a  statutory  duty  on  those 
people.  It  is  not  telling  them,  as  on- 
ployers  are  told  in  the  Victorian  factwies 
that  if  they  do  not  do  a  certain  thing  tbey 
will  be  liable  to  a  penalty,  and  that  if  that 
is  not  paid  they  will  be  sent  to  gaol.  Under 
our  Factories  Act  employers  are  liable  to  be 
fined  or  sent  to  goal  if  they  do  not  grant 
good  wages.  Under  the  Federal  Act, 
however,  the  employers  are  not  so  liable. 
\o  punishment  is  attached  to  the  with- 
holding of  good  wages,  but  an  advantage 
is  held  out  to  them  who  pay  good  wages 
in  the  shape  of  an  exemption  from 
Excise  duty.  Suppose  it  were  found 
that .  we  cou Id  not  grant  an  exemp- 
tion, it  would  be  very  easy  then  to 
exercise  the  bounty  granting  power.  Par- 
liament could  easily  grant  a  bounty  for  cer- 
tain goods,  or  to  the  manufacturers  of 
certain  goods  which  are  produced  under 
fair  and  reasonable  working  conditions, 
and  withhold  the  bountv  in  other  cases. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— That  is  not  at  all 
certain. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Parliament  has 
already  done  that  in  connexion  with  the 
sugar  bounty.  That  is  not  creating  an  of- 
fence on  the  part  of  those  sugar-growers 
who  abstain  from  granting  good  wages.  It 
is  optional.  They  have,  so  to  speak, 
an  inducement  held  out  to  them  in 
the  shape  of  a  bounty.  In  dw 
same  way,  uhder  the  Harvester  Kx> 
cise  Act.  those  employers  who  grant  good 
wacps  have  an  inducement  held  out  tct  them 
in  the  shape  of  an  exemption  frcxn  Exdse 
dntv.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  some- 
thing to  te  said  on  both  sides  of  the  ques- 
tion. I  am  not  going  to  pronounce  a  final 
orinicHi.  hut  it  is  fairly  arguable  that  Par- 
liament, having  imposed  an  Excise  duty 
roMpIed  with  an  exemption,  must  do  all  it 
ran  to  effectuate  that  legislation  in  the 
shape  of  the  procedure  provisions  which 
have  been  suggested  by  the  Court.  It  has 
been  stated  that  if  persons  are  charged 
with  an  offence  under  this  Act.  they  will  be 
railed  upon  to  prove  themselves  innocent. 
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granting  good  wages,  but  those  employers 
who  seek  the  advantage  of  an  exemption 
are  invited  to  apply  to  the  Court  and  show 
good  reasons  for  obtaining  it. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— Yes,  but  that 
is  just  the  same  thine  in  another  way. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  do  not  think  it 
is.  If  they  claim  the  advantage  of  an  ex- 
emption, they  are  called  upai  to  show  that 
they  are  entitled  to  it. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— We  cannot  usurp 
legislative  power  by  a  trick. 

Sir    JOHN    QUICK.— It  is  hardly  a 
trick. 

Mr.  BowDEN.  — We  are  getting  indirectly 
what  we  cannot  get  directly. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Of  course,  if  the 
.Court  pronounces  this  legislation  a  trick,  it 
will  have  to  be  abandoned.  Where  would  be 
a  trick  in  granting  to  SMne  manufacturers 
a  bounty,  coupled  with  the  condition  thai 
they  would  not  get  it  if  they  did  not  grant 
good  wages?  Surely  there  would  not  be 
a  trick  in  doing  that,  and  if  there  is  not,  I 
cannot  see  that  there  was  a  trick  in  passing 
the  other  legislation. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  i)enalty  is 
the  impositicHi  of  the  Excise  duty. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— That,  I  know,  is 
the  contention,  and  I  am  not  going  to  pre- 
judice the  argument  one  way  or  the  other. 
It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  great  deal  to 
be  said  on  both  sides.    I  have  had  enough 
experience  of  constitutional   questions  to 
arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  it  is  not  wise 
for  us  to  constitute  ourselves  the  judge  of 
such  questions,  unless,  of  course,  thev  are 
absolutely  clear  "and  beyond  doubt.    I  pre- 
fer to  leave  them  to  the  decision  of  the 
High  Court.    No  doubt  this  power  of  ex- 
emption is  a  very  great   and  important 
power.    I  sincerely  trust  that  those  who 
are  interested  in  exercising  the  power,  and 
those  who  wish  to  see  this  jurisdiction  suc- 
cessful in  its  operation,  will  allow  it  to  be 
exercised  with  great  cauFion,  judgment,  and 
discrimination.     It  should  not  be  exer- 
cised in  a  manner  which'  would  be  a  burden 
to  industry,  which  would  destroy  great  en- 
terprises, which  would  worry  or  persecute 
employers  and  manufacturers,  and  drive 
them  out  of  business,  because,  if  that  were 
done,  the  workers  would  be  the  first  to 
suffer.    What  should  be  done  under  this 
legislation  is  to  endeavour  to  get  a  tribunal 
.or  a  method  of  determining  disputes  that 
would  do  justice  Ijetween  man  and  man,  be- 
tween manufacturers  and  workers.    I  see 
no  reason  why  the  Court  should  not  have 
power  to  recognise  and  gi^e  force  and 


effect  to  agreements  between  workers  and 
employers.    I  do  nof  think  that  it  ought 
to  be  called  upon  to  go  behind  voluntary 
agreements  arrived  at  between  workers  and 
employers.    And  here  let  me  say  that,  in  my 
opinion,   manufacturers  of  harvesters  in 
this  State  made  a  great  mistake  in  not  do- 
ing what  their  fellow  manufacturers  in 
South  Australia  did.     Shortly  after  the 
Harvester  Excise  Act  came  into  force,  the 
latter   called   their    men    together,  and 
the  two  parties  arrived  at  a  comm(»i  agree- 
ment as  to  the  increases  of  wages  and 
better  conditions  which   were   to  govern 
their  relati(Kis  in  the  future.      I  believe 
that  a  friendly  agreement  was  arrived  at 
between    emplojers    and    hundreds  of 
workers,  and  that  saved  a  lot  of  trouble. 
Mr.  Justice  O'Connor  adopted  the  agree- 
ment practically ;  he  placed  the  imprimatur 
of  authority  and  legality  on  it,  and  in 
South  Australia  there  is  not  half  the  trouble 
that  exists  in  Victoria,  where  the  manu- 
facturers, after  they  got  an  increase  of 
100  per  cent,  in  the  duties,  did  not  move 
a  finger  to  arrive  at  an  understanding  or 
agreement  with  their  workers.      On  the 
contrary,  they  stood  by  waiting  for  some- 
thing to  turn  up,  and  {wobably  thinking 
that  they  would  escape  altogether.  But 
now  that  they  are  suffering,  one  cannot 
help  feeling  sorry  for  them ;  although  I 
submit  that  they  themselves  were  to  blame. 
I  also  think  that  under  a  judicious  admin- 
istration of  this  law  the  Arbitration  Court 
ought  to  take  into  consideration  all  the 
conditions  and  circumstances  surrounding 
an    industry.     It    should    not    pass  a 
uniform  standard  for  Australia,  but  the 
wages  operative  in  any  part  should  be  re- 
gulated or  modified  according  to  local  con- 
ditions and  surroundings — the  state  of  in- 
dustry and  the  cost  of  living. 


Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — ^What  would 
be  the  size  of  the  tribunal? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  cannot  help 
that.     It  is  absolutely  absurd  to  suggest 

that  the  same  rate  of  wages  should  prevail 
in  Melbourne  as  prevails  in,  say,  Kalgoorlie. 
Any  system  of  industry  would  break  down 
anti  Ije  destroyed  if  we  had  a  Court  in- 
sisting Upon  uniform  wage  conditions 
existing  throughout  Australia.  This  svstem 
of  native  industr\-  which  we  are  endeavour^ 
ing  to  promote  bv  the  imposition  of  high 
duties  would  collapse  and  be  absolutely 
ruined  under  an  unwise^^dministration  of 
the  law.  T'ig'tizedby 
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Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [2.57].— I  do  not 
intend  to  say  more  than  a  few  words,  be- 
cause I  recognise  that  it  is  desirable  that, 
before  the  train  hour  arrives,  honorable 
members  should  have  a  chance  of  dealing 
vith  the  Bill  in  Committee.  After  having 
carefuHy  looked  through  its  jMrovisitxis,  and 
Gcmpared  them  with  the  provisions  <^  the 
Artntration  Act,  I  can  see  no  substantial 
difference  between  than.  There  is  just  a 
difference  in  one  or  two  sections,  to  which 
I  will  draw  attention ;  but  there  is  no  sub- 
stantial difference  between  the  provisitwis 
of  the  two  measures.  The  time,  then, 
seems  to  have  gone  by  for  an  attack  on  this 
class  of  legislatitm,  on  the  ground  of  its 
being  too  drastic,  because  what  this  Bill 
proposes  to  do  is  to  give  the  President  of 
the  Arbitration  Court,  in  <xie  capacity, 
and  ioT  a  similar  purpose,  powers  which 
he,  under  the  Act  of  1904,  had  exercised 
in  another  capacity.  I  use  the  expres- 
sion "for  a  similar  purpose "  because, 
whether  he  sits  as  President  of  the  Arbi- 
tration Court,  under  the  Act  of  1904,  or 
as  the  person  designated  in  the  Act  of 
1906,  his  inquiries  are  still  into  the  ques- 
tion of  the  fairness  of  the  remuneration  of 
labour.  That  settles  the  other  important 
question  of  whether  the  powers  ought  to 
be  granted.  The  President  of  the  Court 
says  that  he  cannot  get  on  properly  with 
his  inquiries  without  additi(»ial  powers.  I 
wish  to  draw  attention  to  just  one  alteration. 
It  is  only  the  alteraticm  of  a  word,  but 
that  does.  sc»nettmes  make  a  difference  in 
substance.  It  occurs  in  clause  5,  in  which 
the  question  of  the  representation  of  parties 
by  counsel  or  solicitor  is  dealt  with.  In 
the  Act  of  1904,  it  is  provided  that  the 
parties  may  be  represented  by  counsel  or 
solicitor,  either  by  an  agreement  between 
themselves  or  by  the  permission  of  the 
President.  In  this  Bill,  the  two  things 
are  cumulative.  It  is  necessary  to  get, 
not  only  an  agreement  between  the  parties, 
but  also  the  consent  of  the  President  of 
the  Orart.  I  do  not  think  that  it  makes 
much  difference,  but  I  wish  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  the  fact.  The  provisions  of  this 
Bill  are  practically  identical  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  of  1904.  As  regards  the 
Excise  duty,  this  is  not  the  time  to  discuss 
either  its  policy  or  its  constitutimality.  I 
have  always  followed  the  wholesome  rule 
that  if  it  is  adnsable  to  do  a  certain  thing, 
although  the  power  mav  be  doubtful, 
we  ought  not  to  stultify  ourselves  bv 
refusing  to  do  what  is  right,  simply 
because    the    constitutionality    of  our 


Iegis1ati<»i  may  be  challenged.  That 
rule  was  lapplied  when  the  case  under 
the  Act  of  1 906  was  brought  on ;  because 
although  a  few  words  were  then  uttered 
as  to  the  inefficacy  of  its  provisicms, 
there  was  no  elaborate  argument  mi 
the  question,  and  perhaps  had  one  oc- 
curred it  would  have  be^  futile,  exc^ 
as  an  aid  M  the  lawyers  outside  in  finding 
their  authority.  As  the  matter  has  been 
mentioned  by  the  htmorable  member  fw 
Flinders,  with  his  usual  ability  and  clear- 
ness, I  propose  to  give  one  «  two 
references  to  authorities  that  may  (per- 
haps tend  to  strengthen  the  light 
that  he  has  thrown  upon  the  ques- 
tion. It  seems  to  me  that  the  reason 
the  Act  of  1906  has  not  been  tested  up  to 
the  present  is,  first  of  all,  that  there  was, 
I  understand,  an  attempt,  by  means  of  ?n 
arrangement  between  the  Govermnait  and 
the  manufacturers,  Id  obviate  the  necessity, 
if  it  fflcisted,  of  gnng  to  the  High  Cotnt 
for  an  opinion  upon  the  question.  Another 
reason  is  that  some  manufacturers  have  also 
thought  that  even  if  they  succeeded  in 
showing  that  the  Act  was  bad  they  would 
still  have  to  pay  the  Excise — that,  in  other 
words,  they  would  get  rid  of  the  condition 
regarding  wages,  but  not  of  the  obligation 
to  pay  Excise.  All  I  can  say  is  that  that 
is  possible.  It  mav  be  probable,  but  whe- 
ther it  is  or  not  depends  upon  the  effect 
of  what  the  High  Court  savs  as  to  the  Act 
being  opposed  to  section  5.<;  of  the  Coisti- 
tution.  That  section  provides  that  laws  re- 
lating to  taxation  shall  deal  only  with  the 
imposition  of  taxation;  and  it  may  or  may 
not  be  that  this  Bill  deals  with  some  other 
matter  of  policy. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — It  might  also  fol- 
low from  the  decision  of  the  Court  that 
the  real  scope  of  the  Act  was  beyond  the 
Legislature,  and  the  Excise  as  well  as  the 
ctmditions  would  therefore  go. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— The  real  pMnt  that  is 
troubling  the  manufacturers  is  that  they 
might  c^ain  a  decision  that  the  Act  was 
bad  as  an  attempt  to  usurp  the  powers  of 
the  State  in  dictating  rates  of  wages,  but 
that  it  was  not  bad  as  an  exercise  of  the 
power  to  impose  Excise. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— That  is  possible. 

Mr  GLYNN. — It  is  only  possible— whe- 
ther it  is  probable  or  not  is  a  matter  that 
we  need  not  now  discuss.  This  is  not  the 
time  to  consider  the  questicm  of  our  power 
gsnerallv  to  lav  down  conditions  in  impos- 
ing Excise  duties^  l^t^^^^  s^yW  give 
one  or  two  references  to  autbbmies.  It 
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lias  been  decided  in  America,  in  the  great 
income  tax  case  of  Pollock  v.  The  Far- 
mers* Union,  that  a  class  may  be  exempted 
fran  taxation.  That  touches  the  point 
mentioned  by  the  hcmoraWe  member  for 
Bendigo — the  power  to  make  exemptions  in 
faxYMir  of  a  particular  class ;  but  it  does 
not  carry  us  any  further,  because  the  pro- 
visions of  the  American  Constitution  on 
which  it  is  based  are  not  identical  with 
those  of  the  Ccmstitution  of  the  Coounon- 
■wealth.  Some  of  the  Judges  in  that  case 
«aid,  ho^vever,  that  they  had  never  known 
in  the  history  of  Tariff  le^slati<Mi  in 
America  a  case  in  which  the  rate  of  duty 
was  made  to  depend  upon  the  person  or 
corporation  called  upon  to  pay  it.  That 
goes  to  the  root  of  the  question  now  before 
-us.  The  point  was  not  decided,  but  it 
certainly  touches  the  question  under  con- 
sideration. I  shall  onne  a  little  nearer 
to  the  problem  now  bef(x«  us  by  a  reference 
to  some  dedsiwis  given  in  the  Federal 
Power  over  Carriers  and  Corporations,  by 
Prentice,  one  of  the  chief  writers  on  ihe 
■commerce  laws  under  the  American  Consti- 
tution.   He  says,  at  page  54 — 

The  Supreme  Court  has  often  held,  in  passing 
<ipon  the  validity  of  Stale  taws,  that  the  Courts 
will  look  into  the  operation  and  effect  of  a 
staiute  to  dtKcm  its  purpose,  and  that  if  Uwa 
purporting  to  be  enacted  in  the  exercise  of 
{towers  belonging  to  the  State  have  no  real  or 
&ubstantial  relation  to  the  objects  of  those 
jiowers,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Court  so  to  ad- 
judge and  thereby  give  effect  to  the  Coosti- 
lution. 

Upon  that  point  he  refers  to  several  cases ; 
I  might  add  another:  that  of  McCulloch 
V.  Maryland,  the  celebrated  case  referred 
to  in  connexion  with  the  income  tax  de- 
cisi(His  in  which  Chief  Justice  Marshall 
in  similar  words  states  an  identical  con- 
clusion. To  quote  from  another  authority, 
this  writer  says  that  if  Congress — 

may  use  a  power  granted  for  one  purpose  for 
the  accomplishment  of  another  and  very  different 
purpose,  it  is  easy  to  show  that  a  Constitution  on 
parchment  is  worth  nothing. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — If  we  exercised 
■such  a  power  we  could  usurp  every  legis- 
lative function  of  the  States  by  imposing 
some  form  of  taxation — say  a  poll  tax 
• — coupled  with  an  exemption  providing  the 
person  to  wh«n  it  was  applied  would  com- 
ply with  certain  omditions. 

Mr.  GLYNN. — Yes.  Let  me  give  one 
additional  authority  laid  down  in  the 
Federalist  as  to  what  was  intended  by 
the  framers  of  the  American  Constitution. 
Hamilton  says — 


The  propriety  of  a  law  in  a  constitutional 
light  must  always  be  determined  by  the  nature 
of  the  powers  upon  which  it  is  founded.  Sup- 
pose by  some  forced  construction  of  its  authority 
(which,  indeed,  cannot  easily  be  imagined),  the 
Federal  Legislature  should  attempt  to  vary  the 
law  of  descent  in  any  State,  would  it  not  be 
evident  that,  in  making  such  an  attempt,  it  had 
exceeded  its  jurisdiction,  and  infringed  upon 
that  of  the  State?  Suppose  again  that  upon 
the  pretence  of  an  interference  with  its  reve- 
nues, it  diould  undertake  to  abrogate  a  land 
tax  imposed  by  the  authority  of  a  State,  would 
it  not  be  equally  evident  that  this  was  an  in- 
vasion of  that  concurrent  jurisdiction  in  respect 
to  this  species  of  tax  which  the  Constitution 
plainly  supposes  to  exist  in  the  State  Govern- 
ments ? 

In  dealing  with  this  matter  in  the  House, 
one  does  not  wish  to  be  an  advocate  of  one 
side  or  the  other;  one's  desire  is  rather 
to  throw  out  suggestions;  but  it  is  in- 
teresting to  glance  for  a  moment  at  other 
authorities.  One  of  them,  Tiedeman,  on 
State  and  Federal  Control  of  Persons  and 
Property,  has  a  very  elaborate  dissertation 
upon  the  unconstitutionality  of  protection 
in  America.  He  practically  says  that  it 
is  not  open  to  question  that  protection  is 
against  the  Constitution.  If  that  be 
so,  all  I  can  say  is  that  we  ought  not  to 
relv  too  much  upon  authority,  because  the 
first  Federal  Tariff  has  existed  since  1789, 
and  the  policy  is  stiil  pretty  active  and 
alive  in  America.  There  are  other  au- 
thorities that  I  might  cite,  such  as  the 
American  distillery  cases,  in  which  it  is 
laid  down  that  a  distinction  cannot  be 
made  between  the  tax  which  shall  be  im- 
posed on  one  distiller)*,  and  that  which 
shall  be  imposed  on,  another.  That  ap- 
proaches fairlr  closely  to  the  Excise 
fSpirits)  Act  of  1906.  The  sooner  this 
question  is  raised  by  some  outside  person 
the  better. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — ^We  have  the  dual 
power  of  taxation  of  commerce,  as  far 
as  protection  is  concerned. 

Mr.  GLYW.— That  is  so;  but  so 
has  the  American  Congress.  One  could 
elaborate  the  question  as  regards  protec- 
tion in  America.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
one  of  the  grounds  of  secession  was  that 
the  southern  States  ineffectuallv  challenged 
the  right  of  the  northern  States  to  impose 
protective  duties.  When  the  Federal 
Constitution  was  framed ,  they  nega  - 
tived  the  whole  protectionist  policy, 
declaring  it  to  be  opposed  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Constitution.  In  making  these 
observations  I  merely  wi^  ta^hjOTi&e  out- 
side public  that'^'%M*b^yfiei*-'blsA^  them 
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a  nice  field  to  engage  lawyers  to  help  us  to 
ascertain  before  we  establish  a  Board  of 
Trade — before  we  exercise  extraordinary 
powers  opening  up  vast  possibilities  of  in- 
terference which  were  never  dreamt  of— 
the  constituticHiality  of  these  provisions. 

Mr.  KXOX  (Kooyong)  [3.10.].— I  feel 
that  I  should  be  wanting  in  my  duty  if  I 
did  not  express  the  regret  so  widely  felt 
that  the  Government  should  have  decided 
at  this  juncture  to  bring  fcffward  a  Bill 
im-olving  sudi  important  departures  as 
those  for  which  provisicHi  is  made  in  the 
measure  before  us.  I  am  perfectly  sure 
that  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  Bill  and 
his  colleagues  generally  have  no  desire  to 
interfere  urmecessariiy  with  our  great  func- 
tions of  trade  and  commerce ;  but  the  un- 
certainty at  present  existing  unquestionably 
is  having  upon  them  a  most  detrimental 
effect.  This  Bill  is  an  illustration  of  the 
unwisdom  of  hurriedly  passing  important 
legislation.  Had  we  recognised,  when  the 
Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Bill 
was  before  us  that  it  required  administra- 
tive machinery,  there  would  have  been  no 
necessity  fw  the  introductiixi  of  this  mea- 
sure. I  enter  my  protest  against  this  Bill, 
which  embodies  so  many  drastic  provisions, 
being  rushed  throufih  the  House  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  Had  it  been  limited  to  the 
granting  of  one  or  two  powers  necessary  to 
enable  information  to  be  secured  and  wit- 
nesses to  be  cited  to  appear  before  the 
Court,  there  mifiht  have  been  some  justifi- 
cation for  it.  We  find  in  it,  bowerer, 
many  objectionable  cwiditions.  We  find  in 
it,  in  the  first  place,  "the  undesirable  prin- 
ciple that  a  person  cited  to  appear  before 
the  Court  shall  prove  that  he  is  not  guilty 
of  the  offence  with  which  he  is  charged, 
and  he  is  also  called  upon  to  conduct  his 
own  case  without  the  assistance  of  inter- 
mefliaries  to  enable  him  to  place  his  posi- 
tion before  the  Court  in  a  just  and  equit- 
able manner.  Even  such  a  provision  as 
that  might  well  be  left  in  abnance  until 
we  are  asked  to  deal  with  the  general  Bill 
based  upon  the  new  protection  prc^tosals  of 
the  Government.  As  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Flinders  has  observed,  it  might 
well  be  said  of  the  memorandum  which  has 
been  laid  upon  the  table,  "the  voice  is 
Deakin's  voice,  but  the  hands  are  the  hands 
of  Watson."  It  is  probably  because  of 
the  dual  influence  behind  it  that  it  does 
not  bear  the  imprimatur  of  the  Government 
ority.  That,  however,  may  be  a  pniely 
liraphical'  error.  I  speak  as  one  entirely 


in  sympathy  with  the  efforts  being  made  to 
sec  ure  reasona  ble  w  ages  and  f  ai  r  con  - 
ditions  of  labour  for  employ^  in  industries, 
and  particularly  those  industries  which 
apply  to  Parliament  for  the  protection  of 
high  duties.  I  was  returned,  not  only  to 
secure  the  reascmable  and  effective  {detec- 
tion of  our  industries,  but  also  to  see  that 
the  interests  of  the  workers  are  properly 
safeguarded.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  law  vacation  is  at  hand,  no  harm  would 
Iw  done  were  this  debate  postponed  until 
our  re -assembling  in  March,  when  we 
could  deal  with  the  subjec't  carefully  and 
f ully ,  instead  of  b^ng  pressed  to  deal 
with  it  in  a  manner  which,  I  fear,  mav 
hereafter  cause  reflecticxi  and  regret.  I 
am  sorry  that  the  measure  provides  ftx 
methods  of  dealing  with  witnesses  and 
obtaining  informatitHJ  which  are,  in  mv 
judgment,  unjust. 

Mr.  Groom. — The  powers  given  an?  the 
same  as  are  given  by  the  Conciliation  and 
Arbitration  Act 

Mr:  KNOX. — In  my  <^imon  it  is  an 
unfortunate  thing  that  tbiese  powers  are 
given  the  Bill.  I  should  like  to  deal 
with  the  measure  from  other  points  of  view, 
but,  under  the  circumstarKCS,  I  feel  that, 
whatever  small  verbal  alterations  mav  be 
made  in  CcHnmittee,  I  must  place  on  the 
Government  al!  respwisibility  for  its  ob- 
jecticmable  features. 

Mr.  WISE  (Gippsland)  [3.18].—!  cannot 
understand  how  any  one  who,  like  the  lion- 
orable  member  for  Kooyong,  says  that  be 
is  in  entire  sympathy  with  every  eSon  to 
secure  reasonable  wages  for  employ^,  and 
to  do  justice  to  those  who  ask  for  protec- 
tion from  outside  competition,  can  wish 
for  the  postponement  of  this  measure  until 
our  re-assembling  after  the  Christmas  ad- 
journment. The  validity  of  the  Excise 
Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act  might 
be  an  interesting  question  to  discuss,  as  its 
effect  upon  manufacturers  who  ha\-e  failed 
to  secure  exempticHi  under  it  might  also  be ; 
but  at  present  we  have  to  do  merely  with 
a  procedure  Bill  to  enable  its  provisions  to 
be  put  into  force.  While  the  original  Act 
rem;uns  on  the  statute-book,  and  there  is 
no  decision  of  the  High  Court  that  it  is 
unconstitutional,  we  must  regard  it  as 
valid,  and  be  prepared  to  pass  whatever 
procedure  provisions  may  be  necessaiv  to 
secure  its  ends.  The  honorable  member 
for  Angas  says  that  he  has  compared  the 
Bill  carefuUv  with  the  Actr.A04  [finds  in 
it  no  provision  4i&htrary  to^mgif  T>f  the 
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Act,  except  that  which  allows  counsel  to 
be  employed  under  a  joint  arrangement  be- 
tween both  parties  and  the  President.  It 
is  not  the  fault  of  the  Minister  that  the 
measure  has  been  brought  forward  so  late 
in  the  year.  Its  provisions  have  been 
threshed  out  in  the  Senate,  and  it  has  been 
awaiting  our  consideration  for  weeks,  since 
it  was  sent  here  from  that  body. 

Mr.  Groom. — The  debate  was  adjourned 
at  the  request  of  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  WISK.— Yes.  The  Government 
wished  to  deal  with  the  measure  before  the 
Tariff  was  concluded.  Had  it  been  dealt 
with  then  there  would  ha\-e  been  time  for 
its  longer  discussion. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.- — We  recognise 
that  the  circumstances  constitute  a  reason 
for  not  l/locking  the  measure  now. 

Mr.  WISE. — My  remark  was  intended 
as  an  answer  to  the  statement  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Kooyong  that  the  Go- 
vernment have  done  \vrong  in  bringing  the 
measure  forward  so  late  in  the  year.  He 
referred  to  its  provisions  as  drastic,  and 
spoke  of  pfersons  being  amipelled  by  it  to 
prove  their  innocence.  But,  as  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Bendigo  pointed  out, 
it  must  be  remembered  that  no  punishment 
is  provided  for  in  the  original  Act.  The 
Act  provides  that  if  a  person  proves  cer- 
tain things  he  mav  obtain  exemptimi  from 
the  payment  of  Ewrlse.  Xo  person  is 
penalized  for  not  doing  something,  but 
persOTS  are  granted  a  favour — relief  from 
the  payment  of  Excise — if  thev  do  some- 
thing;  two  very  different  nositions  from  the 
legal  point  of  view.  The  obiert  of  the 
Bill  is  to  enable  the  President  of  the  Com- 
monwealth Court  of  C<mciHation  and  Arbi- 
tration to — 

act  according  to  equltv.  pcod  conscience,  and 
the  substantial  merits  of  the  case,  without  le- 
eard  to  technicalities  or  legal  forms. 
He  is  not  to  be — 

bound  by  any  rules  of  evidence,  but  m-iy  in- 
form his  mind  on  any  matter  in  such  manner 
as  he  thinks  just. 

To  do  this  he  must  be  given  drastic  and  un- 
usual powers.  I  cordially  support  the  Bill. 
No  attempt  having  been  made  to  repeal 
the  Act,  it  is  our  duty  to  take  all 
steps  for  the  proper  enforcement  of  its 
provisions.  As  to  the  ccxistitutional  posi- 
ticMi,  I  agree  with  the  honorable  members 
for  Bendigo  and  Angas  that,  when  we  re- 
gard legislntion  as  desirable,  we  should  not 
stultify  ourselves  by  hesitating  to  pass  it 
because  doubts  are  expressed  as  to  Its  con- 
stitutionality, unless  it  is  reasonably  rer- 
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tain  that  it  would  be  unccmstitutional. 
Where  there  is  no  such  certainty  we  should, 
as  the  honorable  member  for  Flinders  says, 
'■  chance  it,"  or,  rather,  assert  our  view  as 
to  its  probable  constitutionality  bv  giving 
effect  to  it.  If  we  do  not  exercise  our 
powers  unless  we  are  tmanimously  of  the 
<^inion  that  their  proposed  exercise  would 
be  oxistitutional,  we  shall  pass  very  few 
measures.  Our  duty  is  not  to  decide  con- 
stitutional questions;  these  must  be  left  for 
decision  to  the  High  Court.  No  one  would 
suggest  that  we  should  pass  legislation 
generally  thought  to  be  unconstitutional : 
but  wherever  we  have  a  reasofiable  opiniofi 
that  we  can  constitutionally  exercise  our 
powers  of  legislation,  we  should,  if  we 
think  it  desirable,  do  sa 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN  flndi)  fS-^s].- 
I  suppose  that  there  is  no  hope  of  a  post- 
ponement. 

Mr.  Groosi. — No. 

}It.  TILLEY  BROWX.— In  mv  opinion, 
the  introduction  of  the  Bill  at  this  stage 
is  a  blot  upon  the  great  work  of  a  great 
session.  I  understand  the  desire  of  the 
Government  to  placate  their  supporters. 
The  measure  has  been  intnxluced  at  the 
ele^-enth  hour  to  serve  those  who  have 
helped  to  keep  the  Ministry  in  existence. 
'But  as  the  Courts  are  about  to  go  into  va- 
cation, no  useful  purpose  will  be  ser^-ed  b>' 
passing  the  Bill  before  the  next  meeting  of 
the  House.  It  has  been  said  that  it  is  a 
Bill  to  merely  legalize  errors  of  omission 
and  commission  in  respect  to  the  Act 
N'o.  16  of  1906.  and  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bendigo  has  stated  that  perscms 
will  not  be  penalized  under  it.  I  do  not 
know  what  he  means  by  that.  The  Bill 
bristles  with  j^ioo  penalties. 

Mr.  Ttnx)R. — For  wrong-doing. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN.— I  am  obliged 
for  the  interjection.  It  adds  point  to  my 
reply  that  the  honorable  member  for  Ben- 
digo does  not  understand  the  positiw.  If 
a  man  is  required  to  pay  a  penalty  of 
j£ioo,  and  he  refuses  to  do  so,  how  can 
the  money  be  rerwered  but  bv  process  of 
law  which  may  lead  to  his  imprisonment? 
No  useful  purpose  will  be  served  by  forcing 
the  Bill  throu^  the  House  at  the  present 
time. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 
/«  Committer.' 

Clause  I  agreed  to.  OOqIc 
Clause  2  (InterpretaticHi). 
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Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [3.28].— I  wish 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Attorney-Gene- 
ral to  the  definition  of  the  wwd  "appli- 
cation," whidi  is  to  mean  an  application 
laider  section  2,  sub-section  d  of  the  Excise 
Tariff  Act  of  1906.  It  seems  to  me  that 
that  includes  applicatirais  not  only  to  the 
President  of  the  Court  of  Conciliation  and 
Arbitration,  but  to  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Courts  of  the  States,  and  to  State 
industrial  authorities.  Clause  15,  how- 
ever, seems  to  contemplate  applications  only 
to  the  President,  who  can  refer  them  to  a 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  a  State,  or 
to  a  State  industrial  authority.  Am  I  not 
correct  in  thinking  that  a  Supreme  Court 
Judg^  has  independent  power  to  hear  an 
application  under  the  Act  of  1906? 

Mr.  Ghoom. — Every  application  must 
first  be  made  to  the  Commonwealth  Court 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Paragraph  d  of  sec- 
tion 2  of  the  Act  of  1906,  to  which  I  am 
referred,  is  as  follows — 

Provided  thai  this  Act  shall  not  apply  to 
goods  manufactured  by  any  person  in  any  part 
of  the  Commonwealth  under  conditioiu  as  to 
the  remuneration  of  labour  which — 

D.  are  on  an  application  made  for  the  pur- 
pose to  the  President  of  the  Common- 
wealth  Court  of  Conciliation  and  Ar- 
bitration declared  to  be  fair  and  rea- 
sonable by  him  or  by  a  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  a  State,  or  any  per- 
son  or  persons  who  compose  a  State 
Industrial  Authority,  to  whom  be  may 
refer  the  matter. 

Does  the  Attorney -General  mean  to  con- 
tend that  the  Judge  of  a  Supreme  Court 
of  a  State  has  not  an  independent  au- 
thority to  hear  such  a  matter,  whether  it 
is  referred  to  him  by  the  President  of  the 
Arbitrati<Hi  Court  or  not? 

Mr.  Groom. — The  honorable  member 
will  see  that  the  whole  thing  is  governed 
by  the  words  "on  an  application  made  for 
the  purpose  to  the  President  of  the  Com- 
monwealth Court  of  Conciliation  and 
Arbitration."  All  applications  of  the  kind 
must  go  through  the  President,  and  the 
regulations  have  been  framed  accordingly. 

Mr.  CROUCH. — But  a  regulation  can- 
not affect  the  independent  power  of  a 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  a  State. 

Mr.  Groom. — The  application  must  in 
the  first  instance  be  made  to  the  President 
of  the  Court  of  Conciliation  and  Arbitra- 
ticai.  That  is  the  way  in  which  the  sec- 
tion is  interpreted,  and  that  governs  the 
whole  thing. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— There  is  nothing  in 
>^ection  2  of  the  Act  of  1906  which  would 
warrant  that  inttrpretation,  but  it  would 


be  useless  for  me  now  to  put  views  befwe 
the  honorable  gentleman  in  conflict  with 
that  interpretati<Mi  with  which  I  wish  to 
say  I  entirely  disagree. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses  3  and  4  agreed  to. 

Clause  5.  On  the  hearing  of  any  application, 
no  party  shall  (except  by  consent  of  all  the 
parlies  and  by  leave  of  the  President)  be  re- 
presented by  counsel  or  solicitor. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [3-33]— This  is 
the  only  clause  in  which  I  notice  a  de- 
parture from  the  Act  of  1904.  It  re- 
quires the  consent  of  both  parties,  and  of 
the  President  to  the  appearance  of  counsel 
or  solicitor  in  a  case.  I  direct  attention 
to  the  proposal,  because  ■  <me  party  to  a 
case  might  wish  to  employ  counsel,  the 
President  might  think  the  ciase  one  in 
which  counsel  should  be  engaged,  and  the 
other  party  would  still  be  able  to  prevent 
the  appearance  of  counsel.  I  do  not  know 
whether  this  proposal  was  introdiiced  in 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Gkoou. — It  is  an  amendmrat  made 
in  the  Senate ;  the  provision  was  not  in 
the  Bill  as  originally  introduced. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— It  should  not  have  been 
made.  The  word  "  and  "  in  this  clause 
should  be  "or,"  as  it  is  in  the  Act  of 
1904. 

Mr.  Crouch. — ^Let  the  honorable  mem- 
ber move  in  that  way. 

Mr.  GLYNN. — I  am  a  lawyer,  and  pre- 
fer that  a  layman  should  move  the  amend- 
ment.   However,  I  move — 

That  the  word  "  and "  be  struck  out,  with  a 
view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "or." 

Mr.  GROOM  (Darling  Downs— At- 
torney-General) [3.35].— I  ask  the  honor- 
able  member  not  to  press  his  amendm^t. 
The  provision  was  carried  in  the  Senate 
because  of  a  desire  that  the  legal  element 
sh(xild  not  be  introduced  into  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  Court  to  a  greater  extent 
than  might  be  necessary.  It  was  felt 
that  the  powers  under  the  Act  would  pro- 
bably be  exercised  in  the  wholesome  way 
suggested  by  the  honorable  member  f<M 
Bendigo,  and  carried  out  at  Adelaide,  the 
parties,  as  far  as  possible,  arranging 
amcMigst  themselves  for  an  impartial  inquir%- 
by  the  President  of  the  Court  of  Concilia- 
tion and  Arbitration,  and  without  the  aid 
of  counsel.  I  do  not  think  that  the  sub- 
stitution of  "  or"  for  "  and  '*  would  really 
make  very  much  difference. 

Mr.  Glvnn. — On  reconsideration,  I  pre- 
fer personally  not  to  move  an  amendmoit ; 
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but,  if  any  layman  wishes  to  raise  the 
question^  I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  Crouch. — I  object  to  the  with- 
drawal of  the  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  have  not  yet  put 
the  amendment  to  the  Committee. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Crouch)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  word  "  and "  be  left  out,  with  a 
view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "or." 

Mr.  WISE  (Gippsland)  [3.37].— I  hope 
the  honorable  member  for  Corio  will  not 
proceed  with  this  amendment,  the  effect  of 
which,  if  carried,  would  simply  be  to  hang 
up  the  Bill,  which  would  have  to  go  back 
to  the  Senate  for  reconsideratitm.  It 
would  be  a  thousand  pities  if  the  whole 
object  of  pushing  on  with  the  Bill  this 
afternoon  were  to  be  defeated,  and  the 
procedure  of  the  Court  tied  up  for  the  next 
two  or  three  mcmths. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [3.38].— Honor- 
able members  who  belie\'e  that  the  clause 
as  it  stands  is  in  the  interests  of  the 
workers,  are  greatly  mistaken.  It  strikes 
a  very  severe  blow  at  the  cause  of  every 
man  who  desires  to  get  justice  at  the  hands 
of  this  Court.  I  appeal  to  honorable  mem- 
bers not  to  rush  through  whatever  the 
Senate  may  have  sent  down  to  this  House, 
merely  because  we  are  so  near  Christmas. 
I  ask  them  to  agree  to  an  amendment 
which,  but  few  the  fact  that  he  is  a  lawyer, 
the  honorable  member  for  Angas  would 
like  to  hare  moved.  I  wish  to  have  the 
clause  so  amended  as  to  give  the  President 
of  the  Court  of  CcHKiliaticwi  and  Arbitra- 
ticKi  the  power  to  permit  the  appearance 
of  counsel  in  a  case  if  he  thinks  that  the 
interests  of  justice  and  the  interests  of  the 
parties  to  the  case  would  therebv  be 
served.  The  men  who  are  managers  of 
large  foundries  and  factories  have  not 
reached  the  positions  they  occupy  because 
of  any  alnlity  to  address  a  Court,  or  elec- 
torsf  or  to  examine  witnesses  as  members  of 
this  Committee  would  probablv  be  able  to 
da  I  have  in  mind  a  blacksmith  at  whose 
place  in  Ballarat  I  served  as  an  office 
hoy.  He  was  incapable  of  speaking  a 
dozen  words  in  public.  If  he  went  into  a 
Court,  he  would  be  struck  with  stage  fright, 
and  be  incapable  of  expressing  his  views, 
although  he  is  able  to  manage  120  em- 
ployes in  an  agricultural  implement  factory. 
That  man,  because  be  is  a  wOTking  man. 
and  has  not  had  a  college  or  universitv 
educatiwi.  is  to  be  penalized  to  nlease  the 
Labour  Party  in  the  Senate.  The  honor- 
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able  member  for  Angas  felt  that  he  was  in 
a  difficulty  in  moving  an  amendment,  be- 
cause he  is  a  lawyer.  I  can  honestly  as- 
sure the  Ccxnmittee  that  I,  although  a 
member  of  the  legal  professitxi,  am  not 
speaking  in  its  interests,  but  am  pleading 
cHily  for  the  rights  of  men  to  whom  an 
injustice  will  be  d<»ie  if  they  are  not 
allowed  an  opportunity  of  having  their  case 
properly  presented  to  the  Court.  About 
100  years  ago  perscms  accused  of  certain 
capital  offences,  or  of  treason,  were  not 
allowed  to  be  represwited  by  lawyers,  and 
those  who  have  read  Macaulay's  history  will 
remember  his  account  of  the  case  of  a  man 
who  was  absolutely  stricken  down  by  the 
terr^H^  of  his  positicm,  and  incapaUe  of 
making  a  prc^r  defence.  It  was  really 
judicial  murder  to  allow  that  man  to  be. 
tried  undo*  those  ctmditifMis.  Honorable 
members  can  imagine  what  a  tongue-tied 
fool  an  employer  or  employ^,  who  had  no 
training  at  public  speaking,  or  knowledge 
of  the  forms  of  a  Court  of  law,  would  feel 
if  he  had  to  conduct  his  own  case.  To  re- 
peat a  phrase  which  I  used  some  years  ago 
regarding  a  similar  proposal.  "  The  lawyer 
is  the  saviour  of  the  weak."  One  honor- 
able member  told  me  that  lie  is  against  the 
ranployment  of  lawyers  in  these  cases  be- 
cause they  can  afterwards,  by  moving  for 
injunctions  or  pn^ibiticms,  take  the  matter 
into  other  Courts,  where  different  pro- 
cedure obtains. 

Mr.  T-  H.  Catts.— I  said  that  lawyers 
were  more  concerned  with  legal  pmnts  than 
with  facts  and  evidence. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— The  honorable  member 
told  me  that  he  was  afraid,  not  so  much 
of  the  proceedings  before  the  Court  of  Con- 
ciliaticHi  and  Arbitration,  as  of  the  subse- 
quent proceedings.  Clause  3  already  pre- 
vents the  raising  of  legal  and  technical 
points  before  the  Court.  The  lawyers  are 
excluded  by  this  clause  oily  from  applica- 
ticBtis  before  the  Court  of  C<Midliation  and 
Arbitration,  and  they  will  still  be  able  to 
take  part  in  any  subsequent  proceedings  by 
means  of  injunction  or  prohibition.  I  be- 
lieve the  real  motive  behind  this  attempt 
to  exclude  lawyers  is  to  avoid  the  large 
amount  of  time  which  has  been  occupied 
in  the  hearing  of  industrial  cases.  A  much 
more  effective  and  just  way  to  shorten  the 
pioceedings  would  be  to  introduce  a  provi- 
sicai  similar  to  that  in  the  Electoral  Act, 
by  which  the  crots  as  between  solicitor  and 
client  would  be  Umited.  (There. idAn  old 
legal  maxim  thaP**'1iferllijS^6lfe  law 
ncuseth  none,"  but  this  seems  to  be  a  car 
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where  ignorance  of  the  law  will  justify  a 
man  in  pretending  to  be  a  lawyer,  for  any 
but  the  trained  man  will  be  allowed  to  ap- 
peal. I  suppose  this  clause  really  aims 
at  helping  the  trades  union  secretaries,  who 
have  usually  worked  these  cases  up  in  the 
past,  and,  apparently,  the  only  persons  to 
ue  seriously  prejudiced  will  be  the  manufac- 
turers. It  is  not  fair  to  intert^e  with  a 
.:lass  of  men  who  have  as  much  right  as 
have  the  workers  to  present  their  case  to 
the  Court  I  trust  that  we  shall  have  a 
divisicm  on  this  question,  so  that  we  may 
ascertain  the  position  which  the  Govern- 
ment take  up.  In  the  Senate,  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Government  characterized 
this  as  an  unfair  provision,  and  voted 
against  it,  but  it  was  carried  in  the  teeth 
of  the  Government.  Yet  the  Minister  in 
charge  in  this  House,  regardless  of  whether 
he  is  acting  fairly  to  the  employers  or  not, 
is  snppcH^ting  the  clause,  simply  because  the 
Government  want  to  ijet  the  feill  thn)Ugh, 
so  as  to  have  a  certain  record  of  l^sla- 
tion  passed  before  we  adjourn  over  Christ- 
mas. I  desire  to  be  fair  to  both  sides, 
particularly  in  a  Bill  of  this  sort.  It 
would  be  less  dangerous  if  the  President 
of  the  Court  were  allowed  to  grant  leave 
for  parties  to  be  represented  by  counsel. 
That  is  so  under  the  Electoral  Act.  In  the 
case  of  the  Echuca  eiecticm  petition,  one 
of  the  parties  objected  to  lawyers  being 
allowed  to  appear,  but  the  other  party 
immediately  swore  an  affidavit  that 
he  would  be  prejudiced  if  he  was  not 
allowed  to  be  rei»esented  by  counsel. 
The  Judge  decided  that  time  and  money 
would  be  saved  and  justice  done,  by  per- 
mitting each  side  to  employ  one  counsel. 
I  submit  that  what  has  happened  in  the 
Industrial  Appeal  Court  of  Victoria  be- 
fore Mr.  Justice  Hood  will  happen  again. 
Although  lawyers  are  supposed  to  be  ex- 
cluded, it  is  a  matter  of  fact  that  they  sit 
behind  and  try  to  galvanize  their  clients 
into  saying  the  right  thing.  Under  the 
dicumstances,  it  is  clear  that  swne  of  the 
parties  will  not  be  able  to  properlv  pre- 
sent their  case,  no  matter  how  well  thev 
may  be  privately  instructed  by  lawyers. 
The  Attorney -General  must  know  verv  well 
that  the  absence  of  legal  assistance  always 
tends  to  protract  the  proceedings  and  cause 
delay. 

Mr.  Groom. — Not  in  a  simple  investiga- 
liwi  as  to  matters  of  fact. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— If  the  Attomev-Gene- 
tal  does  not  agree  with  what  I  have  just 


said,  I  am  surprised  and  sorry.  If  I  can 
get  one  voice  with  me,  I  shall  divide  the 
Committee  on  the  question,  not  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  legal  professi<Hi,  but  in  the 
interests  of  the  parties  concerned. 

Mr.  KXOX  (Kooyong)  [3.53].— I  shall 
not  give  my  voice  for  pressing  this  ques- 
tion to  .1  division,  because,  as  I  have  al- 
ready said,  the  responsibility  must  nest 
with  the  Government.  I  entirelv  concur 
in  what  has  fallen  from  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Corioj  and,  as  I  have  objected  to 
this  clause,  so  I  shall  object  to  the  clause 
with  which  we  have  to  deal  later. 

^fr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [3.54].— 
We  have  heard  much  of  what  may  happen 
under  this  clause;  but  I  can  itll  honorable 
members  what  has  happened  under  a 
similar  provision  in  the  Arbitration  Court 
of  Western  Australia,  Certain  solicitors 
had  in  Fheir  ofike  a  man  who,  though  en- 
tilled  to  practice  in  Victoria,  was  n(A  en- 
titled to  practice  in  Western  Australia,  and 
therefore  he  was  at  liberty,  not  being 
technically  a  lawyer,  to  appear  in  the  Arbi- 
tration Court.  I  have  been  closelv  asso- 
ciated with  several  cases  before  that  Court : 
and  I  have  seen  more  time  wasted  and  ex- 
pense incurred  through  lack  of  knowledge 
on  the  part  of  those  who  conducted  the 
cases  than  could  have  been  occasioned  if 
professional  assistance  had  been  allowed. 
Half-finished  lawyers  appear  to  cmduct 
cases ;  and  the  result  is  extra  trouble  and 
expense.  I  have  seen  lenders  of  Labour 
appearing  and  receiving  better  pav  than 
lawyers  would  have  expected ;  and  I  feel 
sure  that  the  Committee  will  mate  a  mis- 
take if  they  adopt  this  clause. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Cl'auses  6  to  14  agreed  to. 

Clause  15  (Powers  of  Authority  to 
whom  application  referred  by  President). 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [4.0].— I  have 
looked  carefully  into  the  various  clauses 
of  this  Bill  in  order  that  I  might  be  in 
a  position  to  effect  ^sorae  improvement  in 

the  measure.  But  whenever  any  hcmor- 
able  member  has  attempted  to  address  the 
Committee,  so  much  impatience  has  been 
exhibited  that  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss 
its  provisions. 

Clause  agreed  to. 
Clause  16  agreed  ta 

Bill  rejKirted  report 
adopted. 
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Bill  (by  leave)  read  a  third  time. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE  TO 
MEMBERS. 

Mr.  GROOM  (Darling  Downs— At- 
torney-General) [4.3]. — I  move — 

That  leave  uf  absence  be  granted  to  every 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from 
the  determination  of  the  last  sitting  the 
House  in  the  v^ar  i907>  to  the  date  of  its  first 
sitting  in  the  year  190S. 

A  similar  motion  has  already  been  carried 
by  the  Senate.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I 
do  not  think  that  there  is  any  real  neces- 
sity for  passing  such  a  motion.  I  am 
of  oinnion  that  the  proposed  adjcwrnment 
does  not  require  it.  However,  as  a  doubt 
has  been  raised  in  the  case  of  one  or  two 
honorable  members  who  have  leave  of 
absence,  and  whose  leave  will  expire  dur- 
ing the  adjournment,  it  seems  wise  to 
follow  the  example  set  by .  the  Senate. 
Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat— Minister  of 
External  Affairs)  [4.4]- — I  move — 

That  the  House  at  its  rising  adioum  until 
Wednesday,  iith  March  next,  at  3  o'clock  p.m. 

The  original  intenticHi  was  that  we  should 

meet  again  on  4th  March  next,  but  a 
number  of  honorable  members  have  assured 
me  that  an  additional  week  would  be  wel- 
come, and  the  Treasurer  tells  me  that  his 
Supplies  will  carry  him  forward  to  that 
time. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

ANTARCTIC  EXPEDITION. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat— Minister  of 
External  Affairs)  [4.5]. — I  wish  to  sub- 
mit a  moticm  without  notice.  It  relates 
to  a  novel  proposal  which  has  been  in  my 
mind  during  the  past  week  or  two  though  I 
have  only  received  two  days  ago  a  letter 
from  Professor  David,  of  Sydney,  a  well- 
known  scientific  man,  who  is  about  to  ac- 
company the  expedition  under  Lieutenant 
Shackleton  to  the  South  Pole.  The  cost  of 
that  expedition,  to  the  extent  of  ^^24,000, 
has  been  subscribed  by  Lieutenant  Shackle- 
ton  and  his  private  friends.  But  owing  to 
losses  sustained  by  others  who  had  ten- 
tatively iMXMnised  to  contribute,  the  ex- 
peditimi  is  short  by  /Ts.ooo  of  the  amount 
necessary  to  enable  it  to  obtain  a  full 
supply  of  stores  and  equipment  for  its 
stay  in  the  antarctic  r^»xis,  probably,  for 


three  years.  Professor'  David,  who  is 
accompanying  the  expedition,  without  re- 
mimeration — as  a  number  of  other  scien- 
tific men  are  doing  —  has  written 
to  point  out,  that  although  the 
scientific  information  to  be  obtained  is  of 
universal  value,  yet  it  has  a  special  value 
to  Australia,  because  of  the  greats  know- 
ledge of  meteOTol(^y  which  it  promises, 
and  because,  if  there  are  any  economic 
possibilities  in  these  antarctic  lands,  Aus- 
tralia will  probably  be  the  country  which 
will  most  directly  benefit.  Under  these 
circumstances,  since  the  expedition  has 
awakened  world-wide  interest,  and  will  be 
one  of  the  best  equipped  ever  despatched 
on  a  mission  of  danger  of  this  kind, 
I  \enture  to  ask  honorable  members  to 
give  the  Government  authority  to  advance 
a  sum  not  exceeding  K5.000  for  the  pur- 
pose of  completely  equipping  it.  Lieutmant 
Shackleton  has  alreaidy  left  for  New  Zea- 
land. Professor  David  and  others  leave 
in  a  week.  The  sum  of  ;£5,ooo,  although 
considerable  to  us,  IS,  after  all,'  not  a 
large  gift  frcrni  the  revenue  of  Australia. 
No  similar  demand  is  likely  to  be  made  for 
many  years.  The  men  who  are  risking 
their  lives  in  the  expediticm  have  already 
promised  to  give  a  conaderable  share  of 
the  scientific  specimens — the  flora  and 
fauna — which  they  may  gather,  to  the 
museums  of  Australia.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, I  have  submitted  this  proposal  to 
as  many  honorable  members  as  were  within 
my  reach.  I  consider  that  by  adopting  it 
we  shall  be  taking  a  course  which  will  be 
w(M-thy  of  AiiBtralia,  will  do  us  credit 
abroad,  and  advance  the  cause  of  sdence 
—which  is  the  cause  of  humanity — without 
making  anv  undue  demand  upon  us.  I 
therefore  desire  to  move — 

That  this  House  authorizes  the  Government  to 
advance  a  sum  not  exceeding  £s,ooo  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  the  necessary  equipment 
to  the  antarctic  ncpraition  about  to  proceed  to 
the  South  Pole. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Is  it  the  pleasure  of 
the  House  that  the  Prime  Minister  have 
leave  to  move  the  motion  without  notice? 

Mr.  Frazer. — I  object. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  merely  invite  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion  from  the  House  upon 
the  proposal.  The  Government  will  .  be 
prepared  to  accept  responsibility  for  any 
action  they  may  take.  Before  acting  upon 
their  own  motion,  however,  they  felt  that, 
as  the  House  was  sitting,  it  was  due  to 
hcmorable  members  that  the^houldiba  cc»i- 
sulted.  I  regret  thW^'S^{?SSjS  also 
be  informed. 
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Mr.  SPEAKER.— Perhaps  I  may  sug- 
gest a  means  by  which  the  Prime  Minister 
can  achieve  his  (4>ject.  He  is  at  liberty 
to  move  the  suspension  of  the  Standing 
Orders,  and  if  that  motion  be  carried  by 
a  statutory  majority,  he  will  then  be  in 
<»der  in  sutmitting  the  proposal  that  he 
desires  to  submit. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  Government  will 
have  no  hesitation  in  taking  action.  I  beg 
to  present  the  following  paper — 

Antarctic  Expedition  under  Lieutenant  Shackle- 
ton. — Letter  from  Professor  David,  of  the  Syd- 
ney Univenity,  Tc^uesting  the  Commonwealth 
to  give  financial  assistance  to  the  Expedition, 

and  to  move —  ^ 
That  the  p^iper  be  printed. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[4.^]. — I  am  glad  that  a  way  has  been 
found  to  permit  of  the  House  expressing 
its  opinion  u^on  the  pn^>osal  outlined  by 
the  Prime  Minister.  I  only  wish  to  say 
one  word  in  regard  to  it,  and  that  is  a 
word  of  OOTdial  approval  of  his  suggestion. 
I  hope  that  he  will  carry  it  out,  and  that 
he  will  not  stint  the  expedition  so  far  as 
a  few  pounds  are  concerned,  in  the  prose- 
cution of  this  very  necessary  work.  I  think 
that  an  opfwrtunity  now  presents  itself 
which  should  be  seized  by  the  Government 
— an  opportimity  which  may  not  recur  for 
many  years.  We  owe  a  duty  to  ourselves 
and  to  posterity  to  ^plore  the  antarctic 
regions.  From  a  sdentific,  and  indeed 
from  every  point  of  view,  it  is  our  obliga- 
tion to  do  what  we  can  to  make  known  ail 
that  lies  hidden  in  that  mysterious  land. 
Believing  that  the  expedition  is  to  be  thr- 
oughly equipped  intellectually,  scientificallv, 
and  in  every  other  way,  I  support  the 
motion  most  cordially.  I  sincerely  hope 
that  the  expedition  may  prove  an  abundant 
and  abiding  suoress. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [4.9].— This 
is  pot  a  moposal  to  assist  an  expedition 
which  is  bent  up(Xi  money  making.  It 
is  a  scientific,  «Eplorat&ry,  and  dan- 
gerous enterprise,  and  we  ought  to 
feel  pleased  that  men  who  are  specially 
trained  are  prepared  to  devote  alike 
their  time  and  their  intellect  to  the 
investigation  of  this  comparativelv  unknown 
portion  of  our  planet.  An  appeal  has  been 
madfe  by  a  scientific  Australian  for  assis- 
tance to  enable  Lieutenant  Shackletcm's 
expedition  to  carr>'  out  its  work  thoroup'hly, 
when  once  it  has  leached  the  antarctic  re- 
gions. It  is  not  an  appeal  to  begin  a 
thing,  but  one  to  enable  a  project  which  is 
well  under  way  to  be  carried  out.    We  are 


asked  to  jMOvide  less  than  zo  per  cent,  of 
the  amount  necessary  to  thoroughly  enui|i 
the  expedition.  I  think  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  Parliament  to  provide  the  requisite 
funds,  especially  as  it  has  been  appealed 
to  bv  Professor  David.  We  could  not 
refuse  such  an  appeal  unless  we  were 
perfectly  callous  about  such  matters. 
Ours  is  the  cmly  nation  in  the  Southern 
Hemisphere  to  which  an  appeal  can  be 
made  for  support  by  suoh  an  expedition. 
I  will  do  my  utmost  to  assist  the  Govern- 
ment to  provide  the  ^£5,000  now  asked 
for. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — It  will  have  my  suppcfft^ 
although  it  a  for  scHnething  that  is  not 
in  my  electorate  I 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [4.10}.— I  am 
not  in  a  position  to  speak  on  behalf  any 
party  collectively,  but  I  think  I  may  say 
for  those  hOKX'able  members  who  sit  in 
this  corner  that  they  will  heartily  support 
the  Prime  Minister  in  the  suggestion  he 
has  made,  and  do  everything  they  can  to 
assist  in  the  voting  of  the  money  asked  for. 
I  need  only  add  that,  in  my  opinion,  the 
proposal  is  a  wise  one,  and  that  we  all 
wish  God-speed  to  the  expedition. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgooriie)  [4.11].— I 
must  say  that  I  have  absolutelv  no  sym- 
pathy with  the  method  adopted  by  the  Go- 
vernment in  springing  this  question  upon 
the  House  at  this  particular  time.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  if  Parliament  had  "been  con- 
sulted at  a  proper  time,  the  money  would 
have  been  granted.  But  bef<«e  we  tie 
asked  to  participate  in  the  equipment  of 
such  an  expediticxi  as  is  contemplated, 
proper  notice  should  be  givoi.  The  fact 
that  the  expedition  was  to  start  has  been 
before  the  country,  and  before  the  world, 
for  a  considerable  time.  But  not  one  word 
has  been  said  in  this  Parliament  as  to  the 
vote  of  a  grant.  When,  however,  we  arrive 
at  the  Stage  of  being  within  a  few  bour^t 
of  an  adjournment  for  some  months,  ^ 
proposititHi  is  suddenly  submitted  for  thr 
grant  of  ;^5,ooo,  without  any  opportunity 
being  afforded  for  its  oon»deration.  We 
had  an  experience  this  numing  of  an 
entirely  different  description,  when  a  sug- 
gestion was  made  to  pay  gratuities  to  the 
widows  and  children  of  some  of  the  em- 
ployes who  have  died  in  the  service  of  the 
Commonwealth.  But  their  necessities  did 
not  seem  to  cail  for  cop»deratiofi  by  the 
Governroent,  bedtttite^ctve  Wld^^gnu  to  an 
adjournment. 
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Mr.  Deakin. — The  honorable  member  is 
quite  wrcmg.  The  Treasurer  is  only  wait- 
ing tor  an  opportunity  to  bring  forward  a 
proposition  with  reference  to  those  cases, 
■and  he  will  do  it  as  soon  as  this  matto^ 
is  disposed  of. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — The  Prime  Minister 
cannot  say  that  I  am  quite  wrong,  because 
he  was  not  in  the  diamber  

Mr.  Deakin. — I  was  in  the  chamber. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  Treasurer  gave  an 
answer  to  the  effect  that  nothing  could  be 
<3one, 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — On  the  contrary,  he 
said  that  he  would  bring  a  Bill  forward 
this  afternoon. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— He  said  that  he  could 
not  do  these  things  without  the  sanction  of 
Parliament 

Mr.  Deakin. — He  is  going  to  ask  for 
the  sanction  of  Parliament,  and  has  his 
Bill  ready. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— How  is  he  going  to  ^t 
it  passed  when  the  other  place  is  not  sit' 
ting?  How  can  authority  to  do  these 
things  be  obtained  except  by  Statute? 
Everv  one  knows  that  a  Bill  cannot  be 
passed  at  this  particular  period,  because 
the  Senate  is  not  sitting.  I  say  that 
th^  is  a  greater  necessity  to  attend  to 
our  own  affairs,  and  to  give  reasonable 
satisfaction  to  those  who  have  been  placed 
in  straitened  circumstances,  than  to  vote 
;^5,ooo  for  the  support  of  an  expedition 
about  which  no  information  has  been  fur- 
nished to  the  House.  I  frankly  admit  that 
the  House  seems  prepared  to  dispose  of 
;^5,ooo  of  Australian  mwiey  in  this 
fashiop.  Honorable  members  seem  in  quite 
an  enthusiastic  vein  with  regard  to  the 
matter.  But  I  suppose  that  if  a  request 
•\*ere  submitted  to  them  personally,  we 
should  not  find  OTe  who  would  put  5s.  of 
his  own  into  the  affair.  Although  a  public 
appeal  has  been  made  through  the  press  of 
"Victoria  by  the  Chief  Justice  of  this  State, 
I  have  not  heard  of  any  one  rushing  down 
to  the  Age  office  or  the  Herald  office,  and 
I  have  not  seen  the  names  ot  many  honor- 
able members  in  the  subscription  list. 

Mr.  Crouch. — ^The  Postmaster-General 
gave  £5  ss. 

Mr.  Foster. — ^;^26,ooo  has  Been  sub- 
scribed. 

Mr.  Fisher. — It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
people  will  not  parade  their  subscriptions. 

Mr.  FRAZER.~I  do  not  care  whether 
they  do  or  not.  But  I  do  not  think  that 
we  are  justified  in  plun^^g  this  country 


into  an  expenditure  of  -£$,000  without  any 
informaticHi  being  furnished  to  us  as  to  the 
possible  benefit  that  will  accrue  even  in  the 
event  of  the  expeditim  being  successful. 
I  am  not  going  to  say  anythmg  harsh,  oc 
to  suggest  that  the  men  engaged  in  this 
enterprise  are  not  deserving  of  public  00m- 
mendation  for  the  efforts  they  are  about  to 
make  to  acocxnplish  a  task  that  has  pre- 
viously proved  to  be  beytwid  the  power  of 
man.  But  I  do  say  that  if  a  proposal  of 
this  description  was  to  be  submitted,  it 
should  have  been  placed  before  Os  some 
time  aga 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  Government 
only  got  the  application  yesterday. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  Prime  Minister 
might  have  received  the  applicatitxi  from 
Professor  David  only  yesterday^  but  I  am 
saying  that  the  facts  relating  to  the  expedi- 
tion were  known  to  the  Government,  as  tfiey 
were  known  to  honorable  members,  a  cot- 
^iderable  time  aga  I  do  not  think  that  it  is 
fair  to  propose  to  expend  ;^5,ooo  of  Aus- 
tralian money  without  Parliament  having 
a  proper  opportunity  for  consideraticwi,  so 
as  to  be  able  to  express  a  reasonable  and 
creditable  opinion. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  <Nepean)  [4.19].— I  con- 
gratulate the  Government  up<xi  the  action 
which  they  are  taking  in  this  matter.  What- 
ever benefits  may  arise  to  the  world  in 
general  from  the  results  of  the  expediticm, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  the 
benefits  to  Australia  will  be  very  many 
more  fold  than  to  the  rest  of  the  world. 
I  am  glad  that  we  as  a  Ccnnmrciwealth  have 
an  opportunity  of  taking  a  financial  in- 
terest in  the  expedition.  The  amount  in- 
volved is  not  large  considering  the  issues 
at  stake,  and  when  we  remember  that  the 
success  of  the  expedition  and  possibly  the 
lives  of  those  taking  part  in  it  may  de- 
pend upon  the  complete  equipment  of  the 
expedition,  we  will  be  glad  to  sanction 
this  expenditure.  The  people  of  this  coun- 
try will  hope  for  the  success  of  the  enter- 
prise, and  the  Prime  Minister  and*  his  col- 
leagues may  rest  assured  that  Australia 
will  stand  behind  them  in  relation  to  the 
expenditure  of  this  money. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

OFFICERS  COMPENSATION  BILL. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  reported  the  receipt  of 
a  message  from  His  Esc^lenct,  Ihff  Go- 
vernor-General, PtatottteMai^-'g^Sppro- 
priation  for  the  purposes  of  this  Bill. 
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In  Committee  (Ccmsideration  of  Go- 
vernor-General's message) : 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 

suier)  [4.22]. — I  beg  to  move — 

That  it  is  expedient  that  an  ajipropriation  of 
revenue  be  made  for  the  purposes  of  a  Bill  for 
an  Act  to  provide  for  compensation  to  be  Tiaid 
on  retirement  or  on  decease  of  certain  officers 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

I    think    that    the   simplest    way  of 
introducing    this    measure    is    to  say 
that  certain  amounts  have  been  submitted 
to  me  with  requests  for  payment;  but  I 
felt  that  I  was  not  justified  in  taking  the 
responsibility  of  paying  them  without  an 
intimation  of  some  kind  from  Parliament. 
With  the  exceptiMi  of  (me  or  two,  the  pay- 
ments asked  for  relate  to  the  wages  of  men 
who  lost  their  lives  in  the  public  service. 
The  names  and  amounts  are  as  follow- 
To  widow  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bayly, 
formerly  Commandant,  South  Austra- 
lian Military  Forces  ...  ...  £48"; 

To  widow  of  Colonel  Ricardo,  formerly 
(^om  ID  and  ant,       Victorian  Military 
Forces        ...  ...  ...  ...  134 

To  widow  of  Master  Gunner  Price,  for- 
merly Military  Clerk,  Central  Admin- 
istration    ...  ...  ...  ...  no 

To  widow  of   Sergenat-Major  Eraser, 
formerly  of  the  New  South  \Vale3 
Military  Forces      ...  ...  ...  30 

To  ex-Gunner  Watson,  Royal  Australian 

Artillery,  Victoria  ...  ...  24 

To    widow    of    J.    Wilson,  formerly 
Senior  Lineman,  Postmaster-Gencral's 
Department,  New  South  Wales     ...  200 
To  widow  of  S.  Burnett,  formerly  Tele- 
graph Lineman,  Postmaster-General's 
Department,  New  South  Wales        ...  200 
To  widow  of  W.  R.  Child,  formerly 
Sorter,    Postmaster-General's  Depart- 
ment, New  South  Wales     ...  ...  137 

To  widow  of  G.  H.  Chapman,  formerlv 
Telegraphist,  Postmaster-General's 
Department,  New  South  Wales  ...  207 
To  widow  of  J.  Clarke  formerlv  In- 
land Mail  Clerk,  Postmaster-Oene- 
ral's  Department,  New  South  Wales  319 
To  widow  of  T.  Martin,  formerly  Tele- 
graphist, Postmastcr-Generara  De- 
partment, Queensland         ...         ...  500 

Total   "11^ 

Those  are  all  the  names  that  I  have  before 
jne  at  present,  but  I  have  telephoned  to 
Mr.  Allen,  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
to  inquire  whether  there'  are  anv  more.  I 
believe  there  are  two  others,  though  I  am 
not  sure  of  their  names. 

Mr.  Watson.— On  what  grounds  are  the 
grants  supposed  to  be  asked  for? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  sending 
for  the  papers  so  that  I  mav  be  able  to 
state  the  mentis  of  each  case. 


Mr.  Watson. — What  is  the  general 
ix>licy  involved?  Are  these  persons  en- 
titled to  anything  under  the  law  as  it 
stands  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LV.N'E.— No. 

Mr.  Watson. — On  what  ground  is  it 
proposed  to'  depart  from  the  law,  and  how 
far  is  it  likely  to  take  us  in  the  future? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  is  a 
point  I  want  to  submit  to  Parliament. 
These  are  all  special  cases. '  I  should 
have  to  take  the  rasponsibility  of  making 
the  payments  if  I  did  not  first  submit  the 
cases  to  Parliament. 

Mr.  Crouch. — There  is  one  special 
case  which  has  been  omitted.  The  widow 
and  children  of  the  late  Sergeant- Major 
Coffey  are  very  hard  up. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  is  not  the  question. 

Mr.  Crouch. — He  lost  his  life. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Most  of  these 
cases  are  much  the  same  in  character. 

Mr.  Watson.— Why  is  it  propdsed  to 
depart  fr<»n  the  law?  If  the^  is  a  good 
reason  for  making  the  departure  I  should 
like  to  know  what  it  is? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  papers 
will  give  the  particulars  of  each  case.  At 
the  present  time  I  am  not  in  a  position 
to  say  that  all  the  cases  are  similar.  But 
for  special  reasons  various  Ministers  have 
approved  of  these  sums  being  paid.  In 
some  cases — in  most  cases,  I  think — the 
man  lost  his  life  in  the  executicHi  of  his 
duty,  leaving  his  widow  or  family  badK 
off.  I  shall  give  the  detailed  informa- 
tion to  honorable  monbers  presently  if  I 
can  get  the  papers.  I  am  sorry  that  they 
are  not  here  now.  There  is  no  law  that 
will  cover  such  cases. 

Mr.  Chanter. — But  the  law  of  justice. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Exactly.  it 
must  be  done  as  an  act  of  grace  on  the 
part  of  this  Parliament,  and  that  is  whv 
I  have  hesitated  to  act.  If  I  had  been 
free  to  act  I  should  not  have  hesitated  to 
make  the  payments,  but  I  felt  that  it  in- 
volved a  departure  from  the  law.  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  ignoring  the 
decision  at  which  Parliament  arrii-ed  some 
time  ago,  namely,  that  no  more  gratuitit^ 
or  pensions  should  be  paid  except  in 
special  circumstances,  to  have  made  these 
payments  without  express  authority. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Is  there  any  special 
urgency  for  bringing  on  this  matter  this 
afternoon  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LY^VE:— I  ,can  onlv 
tell  the  honoTiiblS^^ibetAwPW^i*^!  have 
been  told  by  honorable  members,  and  that 
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is  that  in  many  of  these  cases  the  widow 
or  those  who  were  dependent  upon  the 
breadwinner  are  in  dire  distress,  and  that 
something  should  be  dcme  to  relieve  them. 
That  is  the  main  reason  assigned  in  all 
the  cases. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  Minister  ought  to 
be  able  to  tell  us  whv  in  these  cases  he 
proposes  to  go  beyond  the  law.  If  the 
persons  were  killed  or  injured  a<?cidentaUy 
while  on  duty,  I  take  it  that  there  is  some 
provision  under  which  a  grant  may  be 
made. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— There  is  no 
such  provision  that  I  am  aware  of,  though 
I  may  not  be  right. 

Mr.  Bamford. — There  is  s«ne  provision 
in  the  Defer^e  Act. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— I  do  not  know 
of  any  provision. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  know  that  a  grant  was 
made  to  the  widow  of  a  man  who  was  killed 
while  cm  duty  in  the  Post  Office. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— I  believe  that 
a  grant  is  always  made  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^There  have  been 
several  cases  already. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— I  admit  that 
there  ha\e  been  some  cases,  but  I  do  not 
think  that  there  is  a  law  which  sanctions 
the  payment,  or  which  would  indemnify 
me  if  i  incurred  the  respwisibility  of  pay- 
ing the  money. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  there  was  a  law 
on  the  subject  the  honorable  gentlanan  need 
not  come  here  to-day. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— Exactly.  I  be- 
lie^e  that  there  is  no  such  law,  and  that 
is  my  reason  for  subanitting  the  cases  to- 
dav. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[4.28]. — I  am  acquainted  with  the  partKu- 
lars  of  one  case,  and  so  are  other  hcmorable 
members.  I  refer  to  the  case  of  the  late 
Joseph  Clarke,  inland  mail  clerk  at  the 
General  Post  Office  in  Sydncv.  He  had 
been  in  the  service  for  about  forty-four 
years,  and  was  on  the  eve  of  retiring  on  a 
pension.  He  would  have  bten  away  on 
leave  had  he  not  been  kept  back  specially 
by  the  Department  to  deal  with  the  year's 
mail  tenders. 

Mr.  Watson. — Was  he  killed? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— He  was  work- 
ing night  and  day  over  the  mail  tenders, 
ami  he  practically  dropped  dead  at  his 
work. 


Mr.  Watson. — It  does  TgA.  follow  that 
he  did  not  die  from  natural  causes. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  suppose  that, 
he  did  die  from  natural  causes. 

Mr.    Webster. — Accelerated   by  over- 
work. . 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  should  think 
that  the  natural  causes  in  that  case  were 
sheer  over-wprk.  At  any  rate  it  is  a  very 
hard  case.  He  was  just  going  out  on 
twelve  months*  leave.  I  understand  that 
the  compensation  which  the  Government 
propose  to  make  to  the  widow  simply  covers 
ihe  twelve  months'  leave  and  three  months' 
accumulated  leave  which  was  due  to  him, 
and  which  he  would  have  taken  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  events.  That  is  the  only 
case  in  the  list  that  I  know  of ;  and  if  tlie 
others  are  on  the  same  footing  the  Com- 
mittee will  only  do  a  simple  act  of  rudi- 
mentary justice  m  voting  these  small 
amounts  to  tjie  widows  of  the  unfortunate 
men. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro — Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
t<»is)  [4.30].— The  Treasurer  has  asked 
me  to  explain  a  case  with  which  I  am 
acquainted,  and  the  explanation  will 
probably  furnish  an  answer  to  the  in- 
quiry of  the  honorable  member  for  South 
Sydney.  I  indorse  every  word  that  has  been 
said  in  regard  to  Mr.  Clarke.  He  was 
entitled  to  leave,  but,  practically  at  our 
request,  remained  at  his  post.  He  died 
in  harness. 

Mr.  Webster. — He  remained  at  his  post 
for  swne  months  after  he  was  oititled  to 
leare  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Yes.  The 
amount  proposed  to  be  voted  to  his  widow 
is  based  on  the  leave  to  which  he  was 
entitled.  I  made  the  recommendation  that 
compensation  should  be  granted,  and  after 
looking  into  the  matter  very  carefully,  was 
disposed  to  suggest  that  a  sum  of  ';^5oo 
should  be  paid  to  his  relatives.  I  believed 
that  such  a  payment  would  be  justifiable; 
but  we  had  to  fix  a  principle  on  which  the 
payment  should  be  made,  and  we  based  it 
on  the  leave  to  which  he  was  entitled.  I 
also  recall  to  mind  the  case  of  J.  Wilson, 
who  was  engaged  in  the  Telephcme  Con- 
stniction  Branch,  and  was  burnt  to  death 
or  electrocuted  whilst  working  on  a  tele- 
graph pole. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  was  a  very  hard 
case. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.-J  believe 
that  the  Departfiietit^d  loNF^e^^wl^^ent, 
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contritmted  to  his  death,  although  it  was 
not  legally  resiwnsible.  We  gave  his  widow 
some  little  assistance  by  appointing  her  to 
the  charge  of  a  semi-dficial  post  office. 
She  was  left  with  se\-eral  little  children, 
and  I  thought  I  should  be  justified  in  re- 
commending that  a  grant  be  made  to  her 
to  enable  her  to  educate  them.  Owing  to 
the  employment  of  temporary  hands  who 
did  not  thoroughly  understand  their  work, 
the  Department,  to  my  mind,  contributed, 
to  a  certain  extent,  to  Wilson's  death. 

Mr.  Watson. — Is  the  case  provided  for 
in  this  Bill? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Yes;  a 
sum  of  £200  is  provided.  The  cases  of 
Clarke,  Wilson,  and  others,  have  been  very 
carefully  owisidered,  and  the  payments  pro- 
posed to  be  made  are  based  upon  a  geno-al 
principle.  Many  cases  of  hardship  have 
been  brought  forward,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that,  in  voting  these  amounts,  we  shall 
lay  down  the  rule  that  we  are  entitled  to 
consider  dessvin^  cases.  I  hope  that  the 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  we  shall  make 
certain  provisicm  which  will  render  it  un- 
necessary for  the  widows  and  children  of 
Commonwealth  officers  who  have  died  at 
their  posts  to  come  cap  in  hand  to  us. 

Mr.  Watson. — We  have  a  life  assurance 
scheme. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— That  is 
so.  These  are  not  the  only  cases  that  have 
been  brought  under  our  notice;  we  have 
had  to  weed  them  out,  remembering  that 
regard  must  be  had  to  the  state  of  our 
finances.  I  would  ask  Parliament  to  deal 
generously  with  the  widows  and  relatives 
of  c^oers  of  the  service  who  have  either 
died  or  have  been  killed  whilst  'at  their 
posts. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [4.34].— In 
the  first  Parliament,  I  raised  the  point  that 
we  should  lay  down  some  definite  principle 
.ns  to  the  granting  of  compensation  to  the 
surviving  relatives  of  emplo5'&  of  the 
Commcmwealth  who  died  at  their  posts. 

Mr.  Groom. — ^They  are  not  even  under 
a  Workmen's  Compensation  Act. 

Mr.  FISHER.— That  is  so.  While,  in 
some  of  the  States  the  survivii^  relatives 
of  public  servants  who  die  at  their  posts  are 
«'ntitled  to  compensation  under  Workmen's 
<^'r>mpensation  Aicis,  we  have  practically  no 
T^nwer,  except  wiUi  the  consent  of  the 
States  Treasurers  to  grant  compensation 
in  such  cases.  It  seems  to  me,  however, 
that  this  is  a  haphasard  sdieme. 


Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  tough  jus- 
tice. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  Government  have 
been  able  to  select  <xily  a  few  cases, 
leaving  a  large  number  untouched.  The 
only  point  in  favour  of  this  Bill  is  that  it 
seems  to  be  a  recognition  of  the  fact  that 
we  ought  to  pay  some  awnipensation  to  the 
relatives  of  those  who  are  killed  whilst  on 
duty.  I  could  cite  the  case  of  a  postmaster 
who,  although  in  the  service  for  35  years, 
never  had  a  holiday,  and  who  within  a 
month  of  his  retirement  on  a  pension  died. 
No  provision  is  made  in  this  Bill  for  the 
payment  of  compensation  to  his  relatives. 
It  is  only  natural  that  difficulties  should 
arise  in  attempting  to  deal  with  questions 
of  this  kind  in  a  hurried  and  haphazard 
fashion.  I  understand  that  it  is  the  polic>- 
bf  the  Government  to  grant  the  surviving 
relatives  of  c^Bcers  who  die  whilst  in  ser- 
vice compensatitKi  equal  to  at  least  twelve 
months'  salary. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Six  mcmths' 
salary  in  most  cases.  They  get  what  they 
deserve. 

Mr.  Crouch,— The  relatives  of  an  <^cer 
who  had  35  years'  service  would  be  entitled 
to  compensation  equal  to  35  months*  pay. 

Mr.  FISHER.— That  is  under  the  Vic- 
torian system.  I  think  that  the  Victwian 
Governmoit  grant  compensation  equal  to 
one  month's  salary  for  every  year  of  ser- 
vice. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman.— There  is  the 
case  of  the  man  Martin  who  died  from 
plague  in  Brisbane. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — Plague  contracted 
whilst  on  the  premises  of  the  Department. 

Mr,  FISHER.— The  case  I  am  citing  is 
that  of  a  man  who  contracted  pneumonia 
owing  to  the  faulty  wav  in  whidi  repairs 
to  the  postal  buildings  which  he  was  obliged 
to  occupy  were  being  carried  out. 

Colonel  Foxton. — In  the  other  case  the 
contagion  was  in  the  office. 

Mr.  FISHER.— It  matters  very  little 
whether  the  cause  of  death  is  pla^^  con- 
tracted owing  to  the  insanitary  condition  of 
departmental  (premises  or  pneumonia  due  to 
the  cltmisy  way  in  which  repairs  were  being 
made  to  the  Commonwealth  building  occu- 
pied by  the  officer;  in  dther  case  Vm  right 
to  compensaticm  would  be  the  same.  I  hold 
that  we  ought  not  to  tinker  with  a  matter 
of  this  kind.  The  only  way  in,  which  we 
can  deal  out  even-handed  justice  is  to  lay 
down  some  general  principle  and  stand  bv 
it.  The  sole  result  of  dealing  with  imJi- 
vidual  cases  in  this  haphanrd  wari  is  tba^ 
those  who  have  aibitmm4»ci<di)^mistent 
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friends,  who  will  take  care  that  the  Go- 
vernment are  well  informed  of  their  ntua- 
tion,  are  likely  to  secure  compensatioi 
whilst  those  whose  cases  are  equally  de- 
serving, but  who  rely  solely  upon  their 
rights,  absolutely  fail.  I  am  not  going  to 
oppose  the  Bill,  but  I  urge  this  Govern- 
ment, as  t  have  urged  other  Administra- 
tions, to  lay  down  a  general  principle  on 
which  com  pens  atioa  in  cases  of  this  kind 
shall  be  granted. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [4-38]-— 
I  do  not  wish  to  say  anything  against  some 
of  the  cases  for  which  provision  is  made, 
because,  so  far  as  one  is  able  to  ascertain 
the  facts,  it  appears  to  be  quite 
justifiable  to  grant  the  proposed  com- 
pensation. But  let  us  take  first 
of  all  the  case  of  Mr.  Wilson  to  which 
reference  has  been  made.  Undoubtedly 
smnething  is  due  to  the  widow  of  a  man 
who  was  killed  on  duty.  Owing  to  some 
extraordinary  circumstances  Wilson  was 
practically  electrocuted  whilst  working  on 
a  telegraph  pole,  and  lus  widow  is  cer- 
tainlv  entitled  to  consideration.  The 
trouble  in  regard  to  a  number  of  these 
cases  is  that  no  particulars  have  been  fur- 
nished to  the  House.  I  have  gathered  that 
some  ,of  them  relate  to  <^oers  who  have 
died  from  natural  causes  whilst  in  the  ser- 
■vice. 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne.— I  have  all  the  par- 
ticulars. 

Mr.  WATSON. — If  it  is  proposed  to 
give  compensation  to  the  widows  of  officers 
who  while  in  the  service  died  from  natural 
causes  a  very  wide  field  will  be  opened  up, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  no  case  of  that 
sort  should  be  dealt  with  in  what  are  prac- 
tically the  dying  hours  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Provision  should 
have  be^  made  on  the  Estimates  for  all 
of  them. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  take  it  that  the  Trea- 
surer saw  that  some  time  must  neces- 
sarily elapse  before  we  should  be  able  to 
deal  with  the  Estimates  and  thought  it 
was  necessary  to  take  immediate  action. 
But  the  hcmorable  member  should  not  ask 
the  House  on  the  eve  of  a  long  adjourn- 
ment— when  every  honorable  member  is 
anxious  to  get  away,  and  there  is  no  pos- 
sibility of  a  detailed  discusMWi — to  grant 
compoisation  to  the  relatives,  not  of  officers 
who  have  been  killed  whilst  on  service,  but 
of  those  who  have  died  from  natural  causes 
whilst  in  the  enaploy  of  the  -ConmKmwealth. 


Mr.  Wuxs. — Cases  of  hardship  might 
arise  in  oonnexicu  with  the  death  of  public 
servants  Uom  overwork. 

Mr.  WATSON.— That  is  a  proposi- 
ti<m  whidi  it  would  be  very  hard  to  prove. 
If  it  is  once  admitted  that  such  calses 
deserve  compensation,  and  claims  are 
afterwards  made  on  behalf  of  the  rela- 
tives of  others  of  whom  it  is  alleged  that 
they  died  through  overwork,  they  will  be 
equally  hard  to  resist.  I  do  not  think 
that  cases  other  than  those  which  have  been 
clearly  shown  to  be  accidents,  or  the  re- 
sults of  acx:idents,  should  be  dealt  with 
as  emergency  cases. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  do  not  think  that 
we  can  draw  any  hard-and-fast  line  like 
that. 

Mr.  WATSON.— If  we  cannot,  it  is 
problematic  whether  we  are  justified  in 
making  any  grant  at  all.  I  think  that 
we  shall  be  laying  up  a  crop  of  troubles 
for  ourselves  if,  by  passing  a  grant  on 
an  occasion  like  tlus,  we  admit  that  the 
relatives  of  an  officer  who  has  died  in  the 
service  in  the  ordinary  way  should  get 
compensaticxi. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  think  that 
the  htnorable  member  supported  Colonel 
Bayly's  case 

Mr.  WATSON." It  was  shown  in  that 
case  to  my  satisfaction  that  Colonel 
Baylv  died  because  of  the  effect  on  his 
health  of  exposure  during  the  South 
African  war. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — But  he  was  • 
not  killed  wi  service. 

Mr.  WATSON.— There  were  medical 
certificates  to  the  effect  that  his  death  as 
a  young  man  was  due  to  nposure  on  ac- 
tive service.  If  any  similar  case  can  be 
made  out  in  this  instance,  I  shall  not 
raise  any  c^jecticni  to  its  being  met;  but 
the  Treasurer  should  insist  that  in  every 
case  special  circumstances  shall  be  shown 
before  special  treatment  is  accorded.  If 
it  can  be  shown  later  that  the  easels  are 
special,  we  should  be  justified  in  making 
similar  grants.  Wilson's  case  is  un- 
doubtedly a  special  one.  There  may  be 
details  which  justify  similar  action  in 
other  cases,  but,  so  far,  we  have  not  been 
informed  of  them. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [4.431-— I 
was  surprised  at  the  observations  of  the 
honorable  member  for  South  Svdney  with 
regard  to  cme  of  the  cases  which  he  con- 
siders should  not  come  within  the  bene- 
volence of  the  Governnpent— that  of  a 
man  who  died3!^l^edhf^Ln@i<EH.Qi@t  under 
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natural  conditicms.  The  amount  it  is 
proposed  to  pay  to  the  widow  of  the  late 
Joseph  Clarke'  is  not  equivalent  to  the 
amount  owing  to  him  for  overtime^  and 
for  the  leave  to  which  he  was  entitled  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  When  he  died  he 
had  worked  235  hours  overtime,  for  which 
he  had  not  received  payment. 

Mr.  Watson. — Some  <^cers  seek  for 
overtime  because  of  the  shekels  attaching 
to  it. 

Mr.  WEBSTER. — That  was  not  so  in 
this  case.  Mr.  Clarke's  doctor  warned 
him  time  after  time  that  he  should  not 
continue  at  his  work,  and  gave  him  oer- 
tificates  to  the  effect  that  it  injured  him 
to  do  so.  But  Mr.  Clarke  was  induced, 
in  the  interests  of  the  Depaitm»it,  to 
remain  at  his  task  until  the  thread  snapped. 
He  practicallv  died  at  his  post.  After 
he  had  appealed  to  his  superior  officer  for 
relief  from  the  duty  which  was  killing 
him,  he  fell  unconscious  on  the  floor  of 
the  office,  was  carried  to  the  hospital,  and 
died  the  following  day.  The  doctor  at- 
tending him  stated  that  it  was  nothing 
else  than  a  case  of  murder.  Xo  fine  dis- 
tincti<xi  can  be  drawn  between  death  the 
result  of  an  accident  and  a  case  like  that 
of  Mr.  Clarke.  However,  I  am  glad  that 
the  Treasurer  proposes  to  do  some  amount 
of  justice  to  the  relatives  of  worthy  men 
who  did  their  best  for  the  service  in  which 
they  were  employed,  and  I  ask  him  to  say 
whether  the  money  will  be  paid  before 
•    Parliament  re-assembles? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — If  it  is  voted  it 
will  be  paid  almost  immediately. 

Colonel  FOXTON  (Brisbane)  [4.47].— I 
am  in  complete  sympathy  with  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Government,  but  I  should 
li'ke  some  information  regarding  the  basis 
on  which  the  various  amounts  were  assessed, 
and  the  relation  which  they  bear  to  each 
other. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — In  the  Postal 
Department  we  had  to  assess  each  case  on 
its  merits  very  largely. 

Colonel  FOXTON.— I  understand  that 
no  rule  has  been  laid  down  to  the  eflFect 
that  the  compensation  must  bear  a  direct 
relation  to  the  amount  of  salary. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Perstmally,  I 
thought  that  Mrs.  Clarke  ought  to  receive 
£500. 

Colonel  FOXTON.— Having  bad  some 
experience  in  matters  of  this  sort,  I  recog- 
nise the  difficulty  of  laying  down  a  hard- 
and-fast  rule  J  but  I  ask,  to  what  extent 


any  rule  has  been  followed,  because  I 
notice  that  of  two  of  the  beneficiaries,  both 
widows  of  Commandants,  cne  is  to  receive 
something  over  ^£400,  and  the  other  some- 
thing^ over  ;£ioo? 

Mr.  EwiNG. — Colonel  Bayly's  case  was 
reported  (m  by  a  Board.  It  having  been 
proved  that  his  death  was  consequent  upon 
his  South  African  service,  the  Board 
assessed  the  amount  which  should  be  paid 
to  his  widow.  Colonel  Ricardo  died  sud- 
denly, leaving  his  wife  impoverished,  and 
as  he  was  at  the  time  entitled  to  two 
months'  leave,  it  was  decided  that,  instead 
of  allowing  the  Department  to  profit  there* 
by.  Parliament  should  be  asked  to  grant  the 
money  to  his  widow. 

Colonel  FOXTON.— Then  the  two 
amounts  were  calculated  on  different  bases. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — Yes. 

Colonel  FOXTON.  —  The  case  of 
Colcmel  Bayly  affords  the  basis  for  one 
means  of  assessment  of  compensation.  He 
lost  his  life  practically  in  the  service  of  his 
country,  as  the  result  of  disease  contracted 
in  that  service.  The  adoption  of  £bis  m^- 
sure  will  undoubtedly,  as  the  honorable 
member  for  South  Sydney  has  pointed  out, 
lead  to  a  crop  of  similar  applications  for 
compensation,  so  long  as  Parliament  shirks 
the  duty,  which  I  think  is  thrust  upon  it, 
of  making  provision  of  some  sort  for  those 
who  retire  from  the  service  of  the  Ccm- 
monwealth.  and  for  the  widows  and  children 
of  those  who  die  in  that  service. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — It  ought  to  be  done. 

C6lonel  FOXTON.— It  ought  to  be 
done.  I  think  that  such  a  measure  might 
well  have  been  given  precedence  of  a  great 
deal  of  Ccsnmonwealth  legislation  that  I 
could  name. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — A  proposal  of 
the  kind  was  brought  before  the  first  Par- 
liament and  rejected. 

Colonel  FOXTON.— This  Parliament 
will  certainly  learn,  as  other  Parliaments 
have  d<xie,  that  it  is  absolutely  necessarj-  to 
make  swne  provision  of  the  sort  if  we  are 
not  in  every  session  to  have  to  deal  with  a 
crop  of  applications  from  the  widows  of 
those  who  have  died  in  the  service  of  the 
Commonwealth.  In  Queensland  at  one 
time  we  had  a  Civil  Service  Superarmuation 
Act,  and  as  a  result  of  its  repeal  at  the  in- 
stigation of  certain  sections  of  the  Civil 
Service  themselves  the  Farliamoit  was  faced 
at  the  end  of  eadi  sosicn  with  the  neces- 
sity of  dealing  with  what  came  to  be  known 
as  the  "  Widow's  ^^^J^^g;^^gJed«»bt 
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that  the  practice  is  still  going  on.  I  wish 
to  say  that  ihe  case  of  a  Air.  Gooding  who 
was  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  External  Affairs  is,  I  think,  pre- 
cisely on  all-fours  with  Colwiel  Bayly's 
case.  He  was  employed  as  a  Government 
agent  on  vessels  going  to  the  South  Seas, 
and  it  was  proved  that  as  the  result  of  ex- 
posure on  a  voyage  he  contracted  the  disease 
of  which  he  afterwards  died.  To  retain 
his  position  it  was  necessary  that  he  should 
start  on  another  voyage,  and  he  was  pro- 
ceeding to  do  so,  although  in  a  ver;  bad 
state  of  health.  Within  a  few  hours  of 
the  time  fixed  for  the  sailing  of  the  vessel, 
as  a  result  of  the  disease  which  he  had  con- 
tracted and  while  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty,  he  fell  down  and  exiwred  on  the  plat- 
form of  the  central  railway  station  in  Bris- 
bane. I  believe  that  all  that  was  granted 
in  his  case  was  the  balance  of  a  month's 
salary. 

Mr.  Fisher. — There  was  one  case  where 
they  *'  docked  "  half-a-day. 

Colonel  FOXTON.— This  man  Gooding 
as  truly  died  in  the  executitm  of  his  duty 
as  did  Colonel  Bayly. 

Mr.  Crouch.— Could  the  case  to  which 
the  honorable  member  refers  be  provided 
for  without  another  message  from  the  Go- 
vernor-General ? 

Colonel  FOXTON.— I  am  prepared  to 
admit  that  even  if  it  could  there  is  no  official 
information  before  the  Committee  which 
would  justify  its  inclusion  in  the  present 
measure.  My  object  in  referring  to  it  is 
to  say  that  if  a  general  principle  is  to  be 
applied  the  case  ^ould  be  included,  and  I 
shall  have  no  hesitation  in  bringing  it  under 
the  notice  of  the  Treasurer  with  a  view  to 
provision  being  made  in  some  similar  mea- 
sure after  the  Christmas  adjournment.  I 
have  nothing  more  to  say,  except  that  I 
have  very  great  sympathy  with  the  proposal 
befcM-e  the  Canmittee  and  will  give  it  my 
cordial  support. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON'  (North  Svd- 
ney  [4-55]. — I  quite  agree  with  those  hon- 
orable members  who  have  stated  that  it  is 
verv  desirable  that  some  system  of  dealing 
with  these  cases  should  be  devised.  I  do 
not  say  that  it  should  be  a  svstem  of  pen- 
sions, but  a  scheme  which  could  be  made 
applicable  to  different  cases  of  the  kind  re- 
ferred to.  I  know  that  Ministers  must 
have  very  great  diflScuIty  in  deciding 
whether  they  ^ould  reccxnmend  conpensa- 
tioo  or  not  under  existing  ccwiditions.  There 
is  one  of  these  cases  of  which  I  know  some- 


thing, and  that  is  the  case  of  the  widow 
of  Gunner   Price.     Her  husband  serve*^ 
in  South  Africa,   was  sent  to  Thursda; 
Island,  and  while  in  the  service  contractec 
a  disease  of  which  he  subsequently  died 
I  believe  that  a  Medical  Board  inquireo 
into  the  matter  and  decided  that  the  mar 
died  from  a  disease  ctmtracted  owing  to  the 
nature  of  his  service  and  reamimended  com- 
pensation to  his  widow.      The  Minisiei 
could  not  see  his  wav  to  grant  cwnpensa- 
tion.    The  widow  saw  me,  and  I  wrote  tt 
the  Department,  who  decitkd  to  reconsidei 
the  decision  as  to  the  six  months'  leave  ol 
absence  which  Price  was  granted  two  ot 
three  davs  l>efore  he  died  to  give  him  aj 
opportunity  of  recovering  his  health.  Whilsi 
the  Department  would  not  grant  ordinary 
a>mpensation  they  saw  their  way  to  gram 
payment  for  the  salary  which  would  have 
been  earned  without  ser\-:ce  liuring  the  six 
months'  leave.  That  was  promised,  and  tht 
widow  was  informed  of  the  decision.  Thi 
trouble  in  many  of  these  cases  is  that  tht 
payment  of  the  compensation  is  tlelayetl. 
The  people  who  require  assistance  fall  intc 
greater  difficulties  every  day,  when,  if  thf\ 
could  get  the  money  at  once  they  would  U 
able  to  do  scwnething  with  it,  iJerhaps  in  tnt 
purchase  of  a  small  business.    These  case.* 
should  not  now  be  left  to  tie  dealt  with  on 
the  delayed  Estimates,  and  to  prevent  in- 
vidious distinctions  there  should  lie  some 
stnct  definition  which  would  govern  tht 
cases  in   which   compensation   should  U 
granted. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [4.58].— It  is  quit< 
possible  that  what  we  are  dointr  to-day  ma\ 
be  quoted  as  a  precedent  for  future  action. 
Whilst  I  have  every  sympathy  with  a  num- 
ber of  the  cases  suUnitted  by  honorable 
members.  Parliament  is  in  my  opinion  the 
worst  possible  place  in  which  to  dea'> 
with  such  matters.  There  can  l> 
no  doubt  that  if  the  friends  of  tht 
{)ersons  interested  in  any  claim  foi 
compensation  are  persistent  enough  they 
will  be  able  to  get  something  for  them  or. 
occasions  like  the  present.  I  should  like 
the  Treasurer  to  sav  whether  it  has  no" 
been  the  practice  to  get  the  permissicm  of 
the  States  Governments  concerned  for  th*- 
payment  of  compensation  in  these  cases. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — That  is  onlv  as  tc 
whether  or  not  we  should  charge  the  com- 
pensati(Mi  to  a  particular  State.  We  could 
pay  this  oranpensation  in  any  arcumstances 
but  it  has  been  the  in%'ariabte  custom  to  asl 
the  States  Governments  concerned  if  the^ 
were  agreeable  ^^r^^^^^Qqx!^  bein- 
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charged  against  them,  and  I  personally  do 
not  quite  approve  of  that  practice. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— It  is  not  pleasant  to  have 
to  oppose  any  case  of  the  kind.  It  ap- 
pears as  if  one  were  harsh  should 
he  do  so,  though  he  might  know 
more  about  it  than  other  members  of 
the  Committee.  There  are  only  two  Vic- 
torian cases  in  the  whole  of  this  list.  One 
of  the  officers,  Colcmel'  Ricardo,  was 
killed  in  the  hunting  field.  He  cannot,  by 
any  stretch  uf  imagination,  be  held  to  have 
been  killed  on  duty. 

("olonel  FoxTON. — He  was  entitled  to 
t\\r>  months'  leave  of  absence  on  full  pay. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — 1  remember  the  case  of 
a  Victorian  officer,  dealt  with  in  the  Esti- 
mates twelve  months  or  two  years  ago.  He 
had  a  paralytic  stroke,  and  was  uncon- 
scious until  he  died.  If  he  had  regained 
CCTisciousness  sufficiently  to  be  able  to  sign 
his  resignation,  his  widow  would  have  been 
entitled  to  ^£400  or  a  month's  pay  for 
every  year  he  had  been  in  the  service. 
As  it  w:is,  she  was  able  to  get  only  £iy> 
out  of  the  Department.  There  should  be 
one  uniform  system  throughout  the  States. 
The  matter  should  not  be  brought  up  in 
this  wav,  leaving  honorable  members  to 
raise  objcrlions  when  they  know  that  there 
are  valid  objertions  in  some  cases.  It  would 
be  very  easy  for  us  to  shirk  our  duty  now, 
and  to  throw  the  responsiliilitv  on  to  the 
Treasurer  for  ihc  whole  of  the  payments. 
Honorable  meml«rs  should  be  given  in  de- 
tail the  reasons  whv  the  money  is  proposed 
to  be  voted.  Some"  of  these  are  apparently 
hard  cases;  but  there  should  lie  no  picking 
and  choosing.  We  should  deal  either  with 
all  alite  or  with  none  at  all. 

Mr.  WII.KS  (Dniley)  [5.2].— If  any 
question  calls  for  s\mpathetir  treatment, 
this  one  does.  The  Treasurer  has  brought 
down,  at  the  last  moment,  a  list  of  gratui- 
ties and  grants.  It  is  mo;t  dangerous  to 
deal  with  matters  of  that  kind  in  a  hurry- 
scurry  fashion  at  the  end  of  a  session.  It 
only  bears  out  the  justice  of  my  complaint 
that  the  Estimates  have  not  been  dealt 
with.  If  they  had  been  dealt  with  at  the 
proper  time,  these  matters  would  have 
been  considered  under  each  Department, 
and  we  should  have  received  full  explana- 
tions as  to  the  validity  of  the  claims. 
Two  of  the  cases  I  know  are  sad 
and  deserving  ones ;  but  the  whole 
questicm  really  requires  special  legisla- 
tion. There  is  no  essential  differ- 
ence between  the  case  of  a  man  who  dies 
a  violent  death  and  that  of  a  man  who 


dies  on  duty  through  ovmrark.  The  dir- 
feren(%  is  only  a  questicm  of  sentiment; 
but  the  honorahle  member  for  South  Syd- 
ney is  apparently  more  concerned  about  the 
cases  of  those  who  meet  with  violent  deaths. 
The  loss  to  the  family  of  the  <^er  is  no 
greater  in  the  one  case  than  in  the  other. 
I  know  the  case  of  Mr.  Clarke,  who  was 
a  well-trusted  (^cer  of  the  Postal  Depart- 
ment in  Sydney.  His  time  was  long  up 
to  leave  the  service ;  he  was  entitled  to  draw 
a  large  sum.  f rem  the  superannuation  fund ; 
he  did  not  draw  it;  his  services  as  an  ex- 
pert officer  were  retained  in  the  interests 
of  the  Commonwealth ;  he  was  pressed  to 
remain,  and  he  did  so,  although  he 
was  in  a  bad  state  of  health,  and 
he  died  at  his  work.  He  was  en- 
titled to  certain  grants  of  which  his  widow 
is  now  the  loser.  Representations  were 
made  to  the  then  Postmaster-Generali  who 
is  now  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs, 
and  that  honorable  gentleman  pnxnised  to 
place  a  sum  of  ^£500  upcm  the  Estimates. 
That  amoimt  app^ued  on  his  draft  Esti- 
mated, but  the  Treasurer  of  the  day  re- 
moved it.  To-day  the  same  Treasurer 
proposes  a  grant  of  although  the 

Minister  whose  responsibility  it  was  to 
inquire  into  the  case,  and  who  had  the  as- 
sistance of  his  departmental  crf!ioers,  valued 
the  lass  of  that  officer's  services,  and  the 
gratuity  due  to  the  widow  at  £500.  I  am 
not  cavilling  at  the  amount  now  <^ered 
by  the  Treasurer,  but  I  should  like  to 
know  what  system  he  proceeded  on  in  gra- 
duating these  grants.  The  mere  fact  of 
impoverished  circumstances  is  not  a  verv 
good  argument.  X  jhall  not  vote  for  a 
Crant  simply  because  a  certain  official  ha.s 
left  his  widow  in  impoverished  circum- 
stances. The  late  Colonel  Ricardo  re- 
ceived a  salary  of  £Soo  a  year  and  al- 
lowances, and  we  should  not  expect  that 
his  widow  would  be  left  badlv  off. 

Mr.  Atjstin  Chapman. — Hear,  hear: 
we  ought  to  ccxnpel  them  to  make  prm-i- 
sion. 

Mr.  WILKS. — Exactlv;  but  there  are 
hundreds  of  officers  in  the  Commonwealth 
service  who  have  just  enough  to  live  on. 
and  even  if  they  mee*  their  death  in  cir- 
cumstances more  severe  than  those  in 
Colonel  Ricardo's  case,  the  plea  of  im- 
poverished circumstances  will  bo  of  no 
avail  to  those  they  leave  behind.  While 
I  will  vote  for  this  motion  to-day,  I  do  so 
under  protest  against  the  question  being 
dealt  with  in  this  hasty  OiwjQeCf^  |L  coo- 
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sider  that  the  Government  should  frame  died  five  days  earlier  than  he  did,  his 


special  legislation  to  deal  with  it.  I  hap- 
pened to  know  Colonel  Bayly,  who  bore  a 


widow  would  have  been  entitled  to  an 
Imperial  pension;    but  the  Imperial  au- 


reputation  as  a  skilful  training  officer  in  thorities  refuse  to  grant  pensions  in  cases 


New  South  Wales.  I  know  that  his  widow 
will  be  thankful  for  the  grant  in  this  list. 
In   cranparison    with   other   grants,  the 


where  the  men  die  more  than  two  years 
afterwards.  The  result  was  that  this 
poor  woman  was  ieft  with  one  son  and 


amount  is  not  over  large.  But  putting  aside  three  other  children  to  battle  with  the 


individual  cases,  I  put  it  to  the  Treasurer 
that  hundreds  of  bread-wiiuiers  lost  their 


world.  During  the  two  years  he  lived  he 
received  his  ordinary    pay    as  sergeant- 


lives  in  the  Boer  War,  while  many  of  those  major ;  and  when  he  died  his  widow  was 
who  returned  were  less  capable  of  earning  given  the  balance  of  bis  month's  pay. 


their  livelihood,  and  surely  those  who  were 
dependent  on  them  are  entitled  to  as  much 
attention  from  the  Treasurer  as  he  has 
given  to  these  specialized  cases.  In  the 
cases  of  Mrs.   Bayly   and  Mrs.  Clarke, 


Mr.  EwiNG. — I  do  not  remember  the 


Mr.  CROUCH.— The  case  was  inquired 
into  by  the  State  Treasurer,   Mr.  Bent, 


members  knew  the  circumstances,  and  were  recognised  the  jusrice  of  the 

able  to  approach  the  Mimster  about  them.  ^         .         ^  ^  ^ 

But  what^t  the  hundreds  of  other  ^.^^                 g                      *  »  '^^^ 

where  those  concerned  have  no  political  .         *   1    r        ^        l  j  y 

friSdsPThe  whole  matter  should  not  he  control  of  the  forces  had  passed  over 


<Kie  of  political  friendship  or  knowledge, 
but  should  be  dealt  with  in  a  special  Bill, 


to  the  Commonwealth  no  action  was  taken 
by  him.     Thereupon,  the  widow  applied 


in  preparing  which  the  Government  must  to  the  Commonwealth,  when  it  was  pranted 
be  very  careful  that  their  sympathy  does  out  to  her  that  her  husband  had  gone 
not  carry  them  too  far,  lest  the  ervils  of  the  to   South  Africa  with   a   State  contin- 


Arhericaji  pensions  system  be  repeated  here. 
While  I  will  vote  for  the  motion,  I  regard 
its  introduction  as  another  evidence  that  the 
Estimates  ^ould  be  part  of  the  first  work 
of  the  session,  when  aJl  matters  of  this  kind 
can  be  canvassed  and  properly  dealt  with. 
I  hope  th^  crther  honorable  members  will 
assist  in  passing  proper  legislation  of  a  de- 
finite diaracter  next  session. 


gent;  and  so  between  the  two  she 
got  nothing.  Unfortunately,  the  son, 
who  was  earning  a  small  wage  in 
a  tobacconist's  shop,  died,  and  she  was 
left  with  three  girk,  only  cme  of  whom 
was  earning  a  living.  I  have  mentioned 
this  matter  before  in  Parliament,  and  I 
know  that  the  honorable  member  for 
KooycHig  has  also  interested  himself  in  the 


Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [s.9].— The  case  case.     The  right  honorable  member  for 


of  Sergeant- Major  Coffey,  who  is  a  consti- 
tuent of  the  honorable  member  for  Kooyong. 
has  been  before  the  House  more  than  once ; 
it  was  inquired  into  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Swan  when  Minister  of  Defence, 


Swan,  when  Minister  of  Defence,  made 
inquiries,  and  said  that,  txi  the  first  oc- 
casion when  Parliament  dealt  with  the 
Defence  Act,  sc«ne  [uovision  might  be 
made ;  and  in  the  meantime  he  obtained  for 


who  said  that  he  thought  it  was  a  most  de-  the  woman  an  allowance  of  j£i  is.  a  week 

servine  case,  and  vet  it  has  been  overlooked  from  the  Victorian  Patriotic  Fund.  It 

in  this  list.    Apparently  that  has  happenerl  unfortunately  happened  that   of  the  Pa- 

'throogfa  the  Treasurer'  not  having  a  dis-  triotic  Fund  of  ;^i5o,ooo  raised  in  Vic- 

tinct  system  to  go  upon.    Of  course,  that  toria,  all  was   sent    to   England  except 

is  not  the  Treasurer's  fault,  but  it  is  the  about  ;£4o,ooo;   and  the  money  is  be- 

fault  of  the  House   through   not  giving  coming  exhausted.     In  New  South  Wales 

him  a    clear  directicn  in  the  matter,  the  wiser  course  was  taken  of  keeping  all 

This  oflRcer  was  one  of  the  best  sergeant-  the  Patriotic  Fund  for  the  benefit  of  the 

majors  and  drill  instructors  in  the  Vic-  soldiers  of  the  State;  but,  in  both  cases, 

torian  Defence  Force?,  and  because   of  funds  are  running  out.  and  allowances  are 

his  smartness,  he  was  selected  over  other  being  reduced.  I  should  like  a  promise  from 

competitors  for  service  in  the  first  con-  the  Treasurer  that  not  only  in  the  two 


He    re-  cases  which  have  been  presented  to  its  in 
till    1902,  what  I  may  describe  as  a  haphazard  man- 

^    ____  ner,  but  that  in  any  case  in  which  a  claim 

Smied'  wi'th  injuries  from  which  he  died  would  appear  to  rest  on^**»  pogffienoe  of 


tinxent    for    South  Africa, 
mained    in    South  Africa 
going  right  through  the  war.  and  he  re- 


two  yeaw  and  four  days  later.    Had  he  the  community,  ootzeofy^QOgli^anient. 
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favcH-able  ccmsideration  will  be  extended  to 
the  persons  concerned. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [5.16].— I  am 
much  indebted  to  the  hcmorable  member 
for  Corio  for  referring  to  the  case  of 
Sergeant- Major  Coffey,  to  which  I  myself 
have  drawn  the  attention  of  successive 
Ministers  of  Defence.  It  appears  to  me 
most  extraordinary  that  the  present  Min- 
ister of  Defence  has  not  been  approached 
about  the  matter;  but  I  suppose  the  ocxi- 
5iderati<xi  of  the  Tariff  has  driven  other 
matters  out  of  our  minds.  This  is  one 
of  the  hardest  cases  that  could  come  under 
our  notice.  I  rose,  howerar,  more  to 
call  attenticm  to  the  case  of  an  officer  of 
the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department,  in 
order  to  show  how  necessary  it  is  that 
some  system  should  be  devised  for  the 
payment  of  tliese  gratuities.  The  bread- 
winner of  the  familv,  in  the  exercise  of 
his  duty,  becime  utterly  incapacitated, 
and  the  victim  of  suffering,  to  which  death 
would  be  almost  a  relief,  is  a  burden 
his  family.  There  ought  to  bie  meaiui 
devised  by  which  unfortunate  men  so 
placed  shall  receive  some  onnpensation. 
I  regret  that  I  was  quite  unaware  that 
these  proposals  were  to  be  introduced  to- 
day. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — It  was  onlv  at  the 
last  moment  that  I  found  it  would  be 
possible  to  introduce  them. 

Mr.  KXOX. — Had  I  known,  I  certainly 
should  have  asked  the  Treasurer  to  include 
the  names  of  Sergeant-Major  Coffey  and 
the  postal  c^cial  I  have  mentioned.  I 
trust  that  the  passage  of  the  measure  before 
us  will  not  preclude  representations  being 
made  to  Ministers  in  regard  to  one  or  two 
cases  which  are  prominently  in  my  mind  at 
the  fwesent  time.  With  that  in  view,  I  am 
prepared  to  accept  the  proposals  made  by 
the  Minister,  believing  that  the  fulie.'it  in- 
wstigation  has  been  made. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.17]. — If  honorable  members  de- 
sire. I  shall  be  glad  to  give  fuller  infor- 
mation regarding  the  cases  cnnprised  in 
this  measure. 

Mr.  Knox. — I  do  not  think  that  is 
necessary. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  hope  honor- 
able members  will  not  blame  me  for  intro- 
ducing this  measure  at  the  last  moment. 
We  all  know  how  much  unrertainty  there 
was  as  to  whether  we  should  be  able  to  ter- 
Bute  the  business  before  Christmas ;  and 
'^o  take  my  chance  of  an  opportunity, 
the  stmt  debate  that  has  tsieen 


place  shows  that  I  was  right  to  make  ttis 
appeal  to  honorable  members.  If  the  Com- 
mittee desire,  I  shall  be  very  glad  during 
the  recess  to  omsider  any  very  urgent  cases 
which  may  be  submitted,  especially 
where  the  poorer  classes  of  people  are  in- 
volved. I  feel  I  would  be  justified, 
though,  perhaps,  in  a  very  limited  way,  in 
affording  relief  without  waiting  for 
the  formal  approval  of  Parliament.  How- 
ever, I  have  to  be  very  careful  to  see  that 
money  is  not  wasted,  and  I  have  taken 
every  pains  not  to  reoc%nise  any  daim 
which  could  not  thoioughly  be  justified.  I 
hope  honorable  members  will  give  me  the 
opportunity  to  pay,  before  Christmas,  the 
{fatuities  which  have  been  sanctioned,  be- 
cause I  know  that  in  s«ne,  if  not  all,  of 
the  cases  help  is  urgently  required- 
Question  resolved  in  the  affirmatt\-e. 
Resolution  reported  and  adc^ted. 
Ordered— 

That  Sir  William  Lyne  and  Mr,  Chapman  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  to  carry  out  the 
foregoing  resolution. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  a  first  time. 

Ordered— 

That  the  second  readinc  be  made  an  Order  of 
the  Day  for  this  day,  and  that  the  Bill  be  passed 
through  its  remaining  stages  this  day. 

Bill  read  a  second  time  and  reported 
without  amendment. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  <Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5-21]- — In  moving — 

That  this  Bill  be  now  read  a  (bird  time. 

I  desire  to  say  that  the  honorable  member 
for  West  Sydne\-  brought  under  my  notice 
two  other  cases,  one  that  of  an  officer 

named  Doughty  and  the  other  that  of  an 
officer  named  McDonald.  He  asked  me  to 
mention  them  and  to  have  an  inquirv  made 
into  them,  and  I  promised  to  do  so. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmatire. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  EXPENDITURE. 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department. 
Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE   (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.22]. — I  beg  to  lay  upcm  the  table 
the  following  paper — 

Statement  of  certain  expenditure  for  Works 
and  Buildings  not  provided  for  on  the  Estimates, 
but' urgently  required.. 

I  ^sire  to  intimate  to  honorable  members 
that  very  large  claims  have  been  made  bv 
the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department  for 
expenditure  upon  what  it  regards  as  neces- 
sary works.  So  far  I  have  declined  to 
recc^ise  these  claims,  and  riojpnmsioa 
has  been  made  for  iii^(ia^6a^lS£^maiea. 
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But  I  wish  now  to  make  a  short  statement 
in  reference  to  this  matter,  and  to  announce 
my  intentions  in  respect  to  it.  Unless  ex- 
ception is  taken  to  the  course  which  I  pro- 
pose I  shall  follow  it.  The  Postal  De- 
partment has  made  very  large  demands 
upcMi  me  because  of  the  unexpected  expan- 
sion of  business — an  expansicm  which  was 
unforeseen  and  was  not  provided  for  in 
the  Works  and  Buildings  Estimates.  This 
Department  alone  has  asked  for  more  than 
;^ioo,ooo.  The  Postmaster-General  has 
made  urgent  appeals  to  me  for  additicwial 
funds  for  the  following  purposes: — Ordi- 
nary telephone  extensions  in  New  South 
Wales,  ;£34,ooo ;  construction  of  special 
trunk  telephone  lines  frwn  Sydney  to  Wol- 
longong,  Sydney  to  Katoomba,  and  Sydney 
to  Gosford,  jC6,$g&;  construction  of  the 
Sydney-Tenterfield  copper  telegraph  wire, 
to  meet  the  wire  being  erected  in  Queens- 
land to  provide  for  the  Inter-State  and  in- 
ternational business,  £11*960;  or  a  total 
of  £52, 55^-  The  Department  states  that 
unless  this  expenditure  is  incurred  it  will 
l>e  impossible  to  complete  essential  works 
in  Xew  South  Wales.  An  appeal  has  also 
Ifeen  made  for  ^33.240  to  be  expended  in 
Victoria  in  (providing  cables  for  under- 
ground telef^one  extensirais,  conduits  for 
same,  new  junction  lines.  coppCT  wire,  &c. 
The  telephone  extensions  required  in 
Queensland  are  estimated  to  cost  £515^6. 
The  Department  has  also  asked  for 
j£  1 1,094  for  cables  for  undergrounding  the 
ttlcphone  system  in  South  Australia,  to 
make  ready  for  the  introduction  of  the  elec- 
tric tramway  system.  It  represents  that 
this  work  is  extremely  urgent,  and  that 
unless  it  is  carried  out  before  the  electric 
tramway  system  in  Adelaide  is  intKxiuced 
there  will  be  a  serious  interference  with 
the  telephone  system.  The  Department  of 
Home  Affairs  asks  for  an  amount  of 
^7,679,  including  ^^5,000  for  an  addi- 
tional story  required  in  ccmnexion  with  the 
extension  of  the  General  Post  OflSce,  Mel- 
bournCi.  I  would  p<«nt  out  that  ten- 
ders were  accepted  for  the  erection 
of  two  stories  of  this  post  office, 
and  that  they  are  approaching  com- 
pletion. It  is  necessary  that  a  roof 
shall  be  put  on  the  building.  I  intend 
to  ask  for  sufficient  money  to  erect 
the  extra  story,  so  that  the  roof 
may  be  put  on,  and  any  claim  for  double 
payment  obviated.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
many  of  the  works  asked  for  are  of  a  very 
urgent  nature,  and  it  is  desirable  that 
they  should  be  undertaken  during  the  pre- 


sent  financial  vear.  Parliament  has  placed 
at  my  disposal  the  amount  of  ;^2oo,ooo 
under  the  Treasurer's  advance,  of  which 
the  expenditure  of  ;^85 ,000  has 
been  already  authorized.  About  ;£36,ooo 
ot  this  amount  will  be  removed 
when  the  Appropriation  Bill  has  been 
passed,  leaving  ^^49,000  to  be  in- 
cluded in  the  Supplementary  Estimates, 
1907-8.  There  remains  a  balance  of 
15,000,  a  part  of  which  could  be  used 
for  the  most  urgent  works  required.  I 
should  have  preferred  to  introduce  addi- 
tional Estimates  for  new  works  and  build- 
ings before  the  Christmas  vacation,  in  order 
that  oarliamentary  authority  for  the  expen- 
diture might  have  been  granted,  but  as 
it  was  imperatively  necessary  that  the  C<Mn- 
mittee  of  Wavs  and  Means  should  not  be 
interrupted  while  the  Tariff  was  under  dis- 
cussion, I  shall  not  have  an  opportunity 
of  introducing  these  estimates  until  later 
in  the  sessim.  I  make  this  statement  now 
in  order  that  Parliament  may  understand 
the  situation,  and  so  that  honorable  members 
may  not  be  surprised  if  additional  estimates 
for  new  works  and  buildines  to  the  amount 
of  about  20.000  are  introduced.  In  the 
meantime,  unless  very  strong  objection  is 
taken,  I  shall  anticipate  the  approval  of 
Parliament  by  authorizing  such  works  as 
appear  to  me  to  be  of  the  most  urgent  char- 
acter. I  wish  further  to  say  that  I  have 
not  sufficient  funds  to  pay  everything  within 
the  next  three  months.  But  I  can  select 
the  most  urgent  works,  and  ascertain  what 
expenditure  will  be  required  upon  them 
until  Parliament  re-assonbles.  I  shall 
thus  be  in  a  position  to  enable  them  to  pro- 
.ceed  without  cripplinc;  the  Treasurer's  ad- 
vance, and  without  disturbing  the  ordinaiy 
routine  of  the  Treasury.  If  no  objection 
be  urged  to  the  course  which  I  have  out- 
lined, I  intend  to  pursue  it  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  stoppage  of  works  which  are  now 
in  progress. 

Mr.  Bahford. — We  ought  to  sit  all  next 
week  to  consider  the  works  which  have  been 
outlined. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  take  it  for 
granted  that  I  am  to  do  the  best  that  I  can 
in  this  connexion.  I  am  very  anxious  to 
be  able  to  come  to  this  House  and  s.iv,  "  I 
have  not  overstepped  the  amount  of  the 
expenditure  foreshadowed  in  mv  'Budget  to 
any  large  extent."  That  is  why  I  express 
the  opinion  that  if  it  is  overstepped  it  will 
be  because  of  the  great  expansitm  of  the 
bu«ness  of  the  Festal ,  Tfebsxj^aeAp.  and 
because  of  the  cJfjiWM^^^^i^  been 
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raised  by  honorable  members  and  the  public 
for  the  carrying  out  of  necessary  works. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— What  does  the  Trea- 
surer propose  in  regard  to  granting  extra 
assistance  in  the  postal  service? 

Mr.  Mauger.— Will  the  Treasurer  supply 
whatever  temporary  assistance  may  be  re- 
quired? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  cannot  reply 
to  that  questiOTi,  because  I  do  not  know  how 
far  I  should  conunit  myself. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — The  Treasurer  knew 
the  amount  the  other  day. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  my  own 
opinion  about  the  alleged  sweating  and  the 
overtime.  When  a  demand  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  I, coo  new  hands  was  made  to 
me  before  I  delivered  my  Budget  Speech, 
I  hesitated  before  I  would  sanction  the 
making  of  so  many  appointments.  In  my 
Budget  Speech  I  said  that  I  would  find 
money  for  new  appointnwnts  up  to  the  ex- 
tent of  ^400  for  permanent  and  such  tem- 
ixjrary  hands  as  were  absolutely  necessary 
before  the  matter  was  dealt  with  by  Pai^ 
liament,  but  I  would  certainly  not  find  the 
money  for  all  that  I  was  asked  to  do.  I 
conclude  by  moving — 

Tbat  the  paper  be  printed. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [5.32].— 1 
have  listened  with  care  and  into^st  to  the 
statement  made  by  the  Treasurer,  who,  in 
my  opinicKi,  has  not  absolved  himself  in  any 
degree  from  his  responsibilities  as  Trea- 
surer by  the  statement  which  he  has  made. 
1  should  like  it  to  be  clearly  understood 
that,  in  my  opinion,  what  he  is  principally 
respcxisible  for  is  the  carrying  out  of  the 
undertakings  given  in  his  Budget  Speedi 
and  the  careful  administration  of  the 
finances  of  the  Commonwealth.  Extraordi- 
nary statements,  such  as  we  have  heard 
this  afternoon,  must  not  be  taken  as  absolv- 
ing the  Minister  from  the  obligation  of 
carrymg  out  the  policy  laid  down  wb«i  be 
was  expounding  bis  Budget  a  few  mraiths 
ago. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Hear,  hear  ;  but  I 
think  the  honorable  member  will  admit  that 
I  have  been  bantered  considerably  over 
these  matters.    I  have  to  ward  off  attacks. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  first  business  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  ComnuHiwealth  is  to 
protect  the  public  revenue.  I  have  been 
moK  than  surprised  lately  to  find  Catnnet 
Ministers  bantering  each  other  on  matters 
of  expenditure.  The  sooner  that  Wnd  of 
thing  is  brought  to  an  end  the  better  will 
it  be  for  the  cause  of  good  government. 


Sir  WxLLiAU  Lyne.— I  do  not  know  what 
the  h(»Kirable  mcsnbw  is  ref^ring  to. 
Mr.  FISHER.— Well,  I  have  heard  one 

Cabinet  Minister  say  that  he  would  do  so- 
and-so  if  another  Minister  would  give  him 
the  money  to  do  it  with.  Such  a  ctrndi- 
tion  of  affairs  does  not  bespeak  good  go- 
vernment That  is  all  that  I  have  to  say 
on  that  point.  The  Treasurer  is  bound  to 
safeguard  the  interests  of  the  C<»mnon- 
wealth  fnMU  a  financial  point  of  view.  No 
Treasurer  has  ever  held  officx  who  has  not 
had  demands  made  upon  him  for  at  least 
twice  the  amount  of  expenditure  that  be 
was  prepared  to  autiK)rize.  A  Treasurrar  is 
not  to  be  sympathized  with  simply  because 
more  requests  are  made  to  him  than  he  can 
comply  with.  But  it  is  only  just  that,  hav- 
ing said  so  much,  I  should  add  that  a  De- 
partment like  that  of  the  Postmaster- 
General  is  an  extremely  far-reaching  De- 
partment, and,  in  many  respects,  a  paying 
one.  Expenditure  in  connexion  with  it  is 
not  like  expenditure  on  Defence,  as  to 
which  the  money  might  often  as  well 
be  thrown  into  the  river.  Indeed, 
it  might  better  be  thrown  into  the 
river,  because  then  there  would  be 
a  chance  of  fishing  it  out  again.  But 
when  we  spend  money  on  Defence,  we  have 
no  guarantee  that  the  «cperts  will  not  tell 
us  that  the  mcxiey  we  spent  last  year  would 
have  been  better  unspent.  Mudi  of  the 
money  spent  in  connexion  with  the  Post 
and  Telegraph  Department  is  really  re- 
venue-producing, and  that  fact  should  be 
kept  in  mind  by  the  Treasurer.  He,  of 
course,  must  take  the  (responsibility  of 
granting  these  advances  where  he  thinks 
that  the  services  that  will  be  rendered,  or 
the  income  that  will  follow  as  a  result, 
will  afford  a  sufficient  justification  for  them 
to  Parliament.  I  oinsider  that  this  Par- 
liament has  been  very  generous  towards 
every  Treasurer  who  has  taken  the  le- 
spMisibility  of  expending  money  fa-  the 
expansion  of  the  services  of  the  Commwi- 
wealth.  By  that  I  mean,  not  adding  to 
these  actual  services  by  authorizing  the  ap- 
pointment of  new  officers,  but  providing  for 
public  works  of  a  rMnunerative  character 
Parliament  has  always  looked  very  leniently 
on  the  actions  of  a  Treasurer  who  has 
taken  the  responsibility  of  expenditure  in 
such  directicms.  My  sympathies  will  be 
with  the  Treasurer  if  he  can  see  his  way  v> 
assist  in  easing  off  the  pressure  upon  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department.  I  do 
not  mean  that  hf^^^§^  ©^IPOgkn'®**^ 
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of  fresh  permanent  appcwitments.  The 
Treasurer  must  keep  a  vigilant  eye  on  any 
proposals  of  that  character,  because  they 
would  mean  permanent  expcajditure.  I  am 
referring  more  particularly  to  the  authoriza- 
tion of  expenditure  on  what  is  believed  to 
tfc  remunerative  work.  Of  course,  the 
financial  responsibility  can  rest  only  upon 
one  person,  namely,  the  Treasurer,  though 
secondarily  it  falls  upon  the  Government 
of  which  he  is  a  member. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [5-36]-— I  a™ 
here  to  assist  the  Gorernment  in  the  COT- 
duct  of  business.  Honorable  members 
cannot  reasonably  complain  that  thev  had 
no  notice  that  this  business  was  to  be 
brought  forward,  because  I  observe  that 
upon  to-dav's  notire-])a[)er  it  is  stated  that 
a  Supply  Bill  is  to  be  brought  forward. 
I  am  perfectly  certain,  however,  that  if  it 
had  been  known  that  such  a  large  and  ex- 
ceptional amount  was  to  be  asked  for,  sane 
honorable  members  who  have  gcme  away 
would  have  remained. 

Mr.  Maugeb. — They  all  knew  of  the 
urgent  necessity  for  this  expenditure. 

Mr.  KNOX. — It  was  not  represented  to 
them  that  the  demand  would  be  so  large. 
At  all  events  a  considerable  number  of 
members  are  not  present. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Honorable  members  are 
continually  urging  us  to  do  this  work. 

Mr.  KNOX. — So  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
I  have  only  to  say  that  the  responsibility 
must  rest  upon  the  Government.  I  echo 
what  the  last  speaker  has  said,  that  no- 
thing can  limit  the  power  of  the  House  in 
carefully  examining  the  expenditure  of  the 
Government.  The  informal  sanction  of 
these  proposals  must  not  be  taken  as  any 
guarantee  that  full  and  liberal  criticism 
of  the  expenditure  incurred  will  not  be 
forthcoming  on  a  future  occasion. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Tfie  honorable  member 
himself  has  asked  ior  a  good  many  works 
to  be  undertalcen. 

Mr.  KNOX.— All  the  works  that  I  have 
asked  for  were  just. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Very  necessary. 

Mr.  KNOX. — They  were  both  necessary 
and  just.  I  am  sure  that  Ministers  will 
admit  that  I  do  not  worry  them  very  often. 

Mr.  Mauger. — There  is  not  a  line  in 
this  achfedule  that  cannot  be  properly 
defended. 

Mr.  KNOX. — I  draw  attention  to  the 
fact  that  we  are  authorizing  a  very  large 
expenditure  in  a  House  in  which  there  is 
only  a  bare  quorum.     We  are  d(ring  this 


under  a  rule  which  appears  to  me  to  be 
'*  more  honoured  in  the  breach  than  the 
observance." 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  (Cook)  [5.39].— We 
are  now  asked  to  give  to  the  Treasurer  a 
sancticHi  to  expend  a  sum  of  ;£xoo,ooo  CHi 
works  and  buildings. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — No;  the  Treasurer  has 
only  made  a  statement  as  to  what  he  pro- 
poses to  do. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— The  Treasurer  has 
made  a  statement  seeking  the  sanction  of 
honorable  members  to  the  expenditure  of 
j^ioo,ooo  in  connexion  with  the  items 
enumerated  in  the  paper  laid  upon  the 
table.  He  has  not  directly  asked  for  the 
sanction  of  the  House;  but  he  has  asked 
for  an  expression  of  opinion  to  guide  bis 
conduct  in  the  matter.  This  afternoon, 
we  practically  agreed  to  oontribute  ;^5,ooo 
to  the  cost  of  the  Antarctic  Expedition,  and 
to  compensate  the  distressed  widows  of 
public  officials  to  the  extent  of  ^^2,400. 
What  I  complain  about  is  that,  although 
the  Treasurer  can  find  a  way  to  provide 
huge  sums  for  those  purposes,  yet  he  is 
blocking  refonns  which  are  said  by  the 
postal  officials  to  be  necessary  to  put  their 
Department  into  proper  working  order,  so 
that  the  public  may  obtain  value  for  their 
money,  and  public  dEcers  receive  decent 
remuneration  for  their  services,  instead  of 
being  sweated.  For  some  months  we  have 
been  asking  for  the  paltry  sum  of;^i2,ooo 
to  put  things  right  in  the  Department,  but 
the  Treasurer  has  practically  withheld  that 
money,  and  so  blocked  reforms.  On  two 
occasions,  I  have  asked  htm  questions  re- 
lating to  the  Post  and  Telegrafrfi  Depart- 
ment, and  it  appears  to  me  that  he  is  act- 
ing PoBtmaster-Geiieral  as  well  as  Trea- 
surer. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  controlling 
the  whole  of  the  expenditure  of  the  De- 
partoients  that  has  not  been  voted,  and  I 
will  continue  to  do  so,  too. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— It  is  a  peculiar 
thing  that,  although  the  responsible  (^ials 
state  that  a  certain  scheme  is  necessary  in 
order  to  get  rid  of  the  sweating  which  ob- 
tains in  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment, and  the  Postmaster-Genial  has  ex- 
pressed his  willingness  to  carry  out  that 
scheme,  yet  the  Treasurer  places  his  judg- 
ment against  that  of  his  colleague,  and  the 
reports  of  the  postal  officials  who  declare 
that  the  sclieme  is  absolutely  necessary  in 
the  public  intere^t^itizedbydOOglC 


7B06 


PuUic  Works  [REPRESENTATIVES.]  ExpendUure. 


Sir  WiLUAM  Lyme. — I  liave  to  find  the 
money,  and,  of  course,  they  cannot  act 

without  money. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Certainly,  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  has  control  of  the  money, 
but  who  is  to  be  respaisiUe  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment, in  which  sweating  is  carried  on? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^There  is  too  much 
talk  about  sweating.  I  know  a  good. deal 
of  what  is  going  on. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— There  will  be  con- 
linyal  talk  about  the  sweating  until  some 
way  is  found  to  get  rid  of  it.  Scarcely 
a  day  goes  by  without  questiai  upon  ques- 
tion being  ^ked  as  to  sweating  in  the 
General  Post  Office  at  Sydney,  and  delays 
in  the  conduct  of  business.  There  is  a 
loud  ccmplaint  by  business  men  that  they 
cannot  obtain  tbe  ser\'ices  which  the  De- 
partment says  it  can  supply  to  the  public. 
Day  after  day  we  have  questions  asked  here 
with  a  view  to  procuring  some  satisfaction, 
and  at  last  we  find  that  it  is  the  Treasurer 
who  has  blocked  the  way.  The  postal  of- 
fidals  have  been  blamed  before  the  coun- 
try. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — ^The  honorable 
member  is  not  helping  them.  He  is  doing 
them  more  harm  than  he  would  if  he  were 
to  be  quiet. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  do  not  think  so. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  think  so,  and  the 
honorable  member  will  know  it,  too. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Once  we  let  the 
public  know  who  is  responsible  for  block- 
ing the  reforms  which  the  Department  say 
are  absolutely  necessary,  and  which  the 
public  declare  almost  daily  in  the  press 
are  required,  and  that  the  Treasurer  has 
admitted  that  it  is  in  his  power  to  provide 
the  necessary  funds,  we  shall  have  advanced 
a  considerable  stage  towards  getting  rid 
of  the  evil. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  is  proceeding  in  the  wrong  way. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  do  not  think 

so. 

Mr.  Mahon.— The  Treasurer  is  like 
Gibraltar — he  cannot  be  shifted. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.—  I  believe  that  he 
could  be  shifted  much  more  easily  than 
could  Gibraltar.  The  time  is  fast  com- 
ing when  we  shall  have  to  get  some  satis- 
faction in  this  matter. 

Sir  William  Lyne.- All  right;  let  the 
honorable  member  start  now. 


Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  point  out  to  dw 
•hcxiorable  member  that  the  question  befwe 
the  House  is  that  the  paper  laid  upon  the 
table  by  the  Treasurer  be  printed- 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  understand  that 
ifl  placing  the  paper  upon  the  table,  the 
Treasurer  said  that  if  there  was  no  ob- 
jection offered  by  the  House  it  was  his 
intenticHi  to  give  authority  for  the  expendi- 
ture of  this  money,  and  that  that  course 
was  taken  in  order  to  invite  an  exfH^skxi 
of  opinion.  If  we  are  not  allowed  to 
discuss  the  question,  how  can  he  possibly 
get  an  expression  of  opinion  ?  However, 
sir,  in  face  of  your  ruling,  I  do  not  desire 
to  pursue  the  matter,  I  recognise  that 
we  can  do  very  little  now.  I  have  not 
yet  said  much  about  the  sweating  which  is 
going  on,  because  I  want  the  Postmaster- 
General  to  have  everi*  opportunity  to  make 
inquiry,  and  to  rectify  mattetfs.  After 
finding  out  that  he  desires  to  put  things 
right,  and  is  backed  up  by  the  postal 
c^cials  

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  not  going 
to  be  ruled  by  officials  in  any  Department. 
There  is  a  great  deal  too  much  ruling  by 
officials. 

Mr  J.  H.  CATTS.— What  the  postal 
officials  have  asked  for  is  backed  up  by 
the  Postmaster-Qeneral,  whom  the  House 
holds  responsible  for  the  administrati<»i 
of  this  Department.  The  Treasurer  should 
not  stand  in  the  way  when  the  Postmaster- 
General  wants  the  necessary  funds  to  put 
matters  right  in  his  Department.  I  re- 
cognise that  at  the  present  time  we  have 
not  much  opportunitv  of  doing  anything 
substantial  towards  securing  necessary  re- 
forms, but  I  intend  to  be  heard  on  this 
subject  when  the  House  re-assembles  next 
year. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dallev)  [5.46].— I  gather 
that  in  laying  this  paper  upon  the  table 
the  Treasurer  is  simply  trying  to  feel  the 
pulse  of  the  House.  He  is  a  foxv  old 
chap,  sir.  We  have  known  him  for  years. 
He  is  not  thinking  of  to-day,  but  looking 
ahead  some  months  when  these  items  will 
cc»ne  under  review.  I  am  not  so  young 
as  the  honorable  member  for  Cook,  and 
therefore  I  do  not  propose  to  commit  my- 
self on  this .  occasion.  I  am  glad  to  hear 
the  Treasurer  say  that  he  intends  to  button 
his  pockets  against  the  Postmaster- General 
or  any  crther  Minister  who  wants  to  catrh 
the  public  eye  by  the  mere  expenditure  of 
large  sums  of  public  mMev.  Of  course, 
it  is  right  to  e3gp^dl949@«0§fei«n  the 
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expenditure  is  justifiable,  but  the  Trea- 
surer is  the  custodian  of  the  public  purse, 
and  I  was  giad  to  hear  that  he  does  not 
intend  to  allow  public  officials  to  have  all 
their  own  way.  That  is,  I  think,  a  well- 
timed  istatemeht.  I  believe  that  the  Post 
and  Telegraph  Department  will  have  to 
be  put  under  the  control  of  a  Royal 
Ccxntoiission,  and  managed  in  the  same  way 
as  are  the  railways  of  a  State.  It  is  a 
gigantic  Department,  and  the  Treasurer  is 
quite  warranted  in  resisting  the  appeal  for 
a  large  sum  until  he  has  received  fur- 
ther information.  I  hope  that  he,  as 
"  our  uncle."  if  I  may  use  the  term,  will 
be  as  careful  of  the  funds  as  was  Sir 
George  Turner. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Sir  George  Turner  was 
not  in  it  with  the  present  Treasurer. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  am  very  pleased  to 
hear  from  the  Postmaster-General  that  the 
present  Treasurer  is  a  *'  Turner  in 
excelsis."  It  is  certainly  not  a  very 
popular  role  to  play,  but  we  need  care 
and  economy  in  the  control  of  the  pub- 
lic funds.  If  the  Treasurer  wants  to  add 
to  his  reputation,  the  more  closely  he  fol- 
lows in  the  footsteps  of  Sir  George 
Turner  the  better  it  will  be.  If,  how^ 
evCT,  he  has  exercised  more  care  and 
economy  than  did  that  well-known  Trea- 
surer, the  Postmaster-General  ought  to  be 
very  glad  that  he  has  a  colleague  to  pro- 
tect him  against  himself;  because  he  is  a 
soft-hearted  sort  of  chap. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  remark  is  very 
unbecoming. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  meant  to  say,  sir,  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  is  soft-hearted. 
I  am  very  pleased  indeed  that  there  is  a 
curb  put  on  him,  and  the  Treasurer  may 
expect  honorable  members  to  subject  his 
colleague's  demand  for  money  to  very 
severe  criticism. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [5.50].— I 
would  impress  upon  the  Government  the 
necessity,  while  spending  so  much  money  on 
city  services,  to  be  a  little  more  generous  in 
the  matter  of  telephonic,  telegraphic,  and 
mail  services  for  country  districts.  This 
Parliament  has  already  unduly  showered 
favours  wi  the  lai^  centres  of  population. 
For  instance,  our  expenditure  upffli  the 
over-sea  mail  service,  which  is  incurred 
chieflv  in  the  interests  of  the  comraerdal 
classes,  is  twice  as  much  as  the  return,  and 
yet  if  I  apply  for  the  establishment  of  a 
inail  service  between  two  country  towns  I 
am  often  met  with  the  answer,  "  It  will 


not  pay."  X  experience  great  difficult>-  in 
securing  the  institution  of  a  mail  service 
for  a  country  district  even  where  I  am 

able  to  show  that  it  would  result  in  only  a 
small  loss,  whereas  every  one  seems  to  be 
prepared  to  agree  cheerfully  to  an  annual 
loss  of  between  ;^6o,ooo  ajid  ;£70,ooo  on 
the  over-sea  mail  service.  We  recently 
agreed  to  the  construction  of  a  telephone 
line  between  Melbourne  and  Sydney  at  a 
cost  of  s(»nething  like  ;£4o,ooo,  and,  al- 
though a  very  ccxisiderable  loss  is  sustained 
upon  it,  no  one  ccnoiplains. 

Mr.  Matiiews. — ^Accca-ding  to  the  latest 
returns  it  is  paying  9  per  cent. 

Mr.  Salmon. — That  is  only  the  cost 
of  instruction. 

Mr.  MAHOX. — I  have  seen  no  such 
return,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  asserting 
that  the  line  will  not  pay  working  expenses 
plus  interest  ot  the  cost  of  construction. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — It  is  also  used  for  tele- 
graphic purposes. 

Mr.  MAHON. — We  have  to  deduct  from 
its  earnings  a  considerable  sum  in  respect 
of  the  loss  of  telegraphic  revenue  conse- 
quent upon  the  construction  of  the  line.  I 
would  urge  upon  the  Postmaster- General 
the  absolute  necessity  of  giving  a  little 
TROne:  attention  to  the  requirements  of  rural 
districts.  As  a  case  in  pcnnt,  I  would  re- 
mind the  honorable  member  that  the  tele- 
graph line  on  the  west  coast  of  Western 
Australia  is  so  close  to  the  ocean  that 
breakdowns  frequently  occur. 

Mr.  Mauger. — We  have  taken  steps  to 
remedy  the  trouble. 

Mr.  MAHON. — On  a  recent  ocxrasiwi 
four  days  elapsed  before  a  break  between 
Hamelin  Pool  and  Roeburne  was  made 
good.  If  a  delay  of  four  hours,  not  to 
say  days,  occurred  in  the  delivery  of  a 
city  mail,  or  a  telephone  subscriber  in  one 
of  our  big  towns  were  kept  waiting  for 
four  minutes  by  the  Exchange,  we  should 
have  letters  of  complaint  in  the  rpress  next 
morning.  But  the  cutting  off  of  a  com- 
munity of  pioneers  from  the  outside  world 
excites  no  outcry  whatever.  Out  of  the 
enormous  simi  which  the  Treasurer  is  find- 
ing for  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment provision  should  be  mjule  for  a  more 
generous  country  policy,  more  particularly 
in  those  States  where  the  p(^ulaticHi  is 
c<Histaiitly  »panding  into  new  settlements. 
I  would  urge  the  Government  to  consider 
the  desirability  of  departing  from  the 
old  practice  of  insisting  th^t  all  petty  ser- 
vices that  are  sqgigtabcil90l@lDw@ess  a 
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reasonable  prospect  of  being  remunerative. 
I  have  always  held  that  the  Postal  De- 
partment ought  to  be  an  auxiliary  to  the 
develojpment  of  the  country.  I  acbnit  that 
from  a  strictly  departmental  point  of  view 
that  is  not  considered  sound  poIi(^.  The 
Department  is  a  purely  canmercial  cme, 
but  the  Government  themselves,  in  connexion 
with  the  oversea  mail  service,  have  made 
an  important  departure  in  principle,,  and 
are  sacrificing  something  like  ;^7o,ooo 
per  annum.  The  Minister  therefore 
should  not  view  too  critically  requests 
for  small  services  in  outlyingi  parts  of 
the  Commonwealth.  There  are  places  in 
my  eiectwate  which  have  only  a  fortnightly 
or  monthly  mail,  and  although  I  admit 
that  it  would  not  pay  to  run  a  weeTdy 
service  I  think  that  the  Govemmmt  should 
at  least  give  some  consideration  to  the 
wants  of  the  people  in  such  districts.  In 
some  parts  of  Australia  men  have  to 
travel  200  or  300  miles  to  reach  a 
telegraph  office.  I  suppose  that  it  is 
in^possible  for  us  to  bridge  at  once  such 
enormous  distances,  but  if  the  Go%'ernment 
can  afford  to  construct  a  costly  telephone 
line  for  the  special  convaiience  of  the  mer- 
■rhants  of  Melbcmrne  and  Sydney,  they  may 
well  be  expected  to  do  something  for  the 
pioneers  who  are  (qttning  up  the  back 
country  and  making  it  possible  for  our  city 
traders  to  prosper.  I  do  not  wish  to  labour 
this  question.  It  is  one  to  which  I  have 
often  referred  in  the  House;  and  in  view 
■of  the  fact  that  the  Government  contem- 
plate this  lai^e  expenditure,  chiefly  in  re- 
spect of  city  services,  I  thought  it  desirable 
to  reiterate  my  views  on  the  suhject.  Let 
me,  in  conclusion,  impress  on  them  that  it 
is  not  a  healthy  policy  to  gorge  the  people 
in  the  cities  with  postal  facilities  and  to 
starve  those  in  the  country. 

Mr.  BOWDEX  (Xepean)  [5.56].—! 
rise  Siimplv  to  emphasize  the  point  that  the 
raece  fact  that  the  Treasurer  at  this  late 
hour  has  seen  fit  to  bring  down  this  state- 
ment of  proposed  expenditure,  and  that  we 
may  admit  that  some  of  it  is  urgently  ne- 
cessary, must  not  be  considered  to  do  away 
with  the  right  of  honorable  menUjers  to 
criticise  at  length  at  some  other  time  the 
contemplated  outlay.  The  Treasurer  must 
take  the  full  responsibility  for  it.  I 
simply  wish  to  make  it  clearly  understood 
that  our  action  on  this  occasion  must  not 
be  interpreted  as  preventing  us  from  scru- 
tini/int;.  and,  if  necessary,  rriticising  at 
some  future  time  the  expenditure  for  which 
the  Treasurer  has  provided. 


Mr.  MAUGER  (Maribymong— Post- 
master-General) [5.57]. — In  reply  to  the 
honorable  member  Jor  Coolgardie  I  may 
say  that  I  have  recognised  for  some  time 
that  there  is  very  grave  reason  f<x  com- 
plaint regarding  the  breakdowns  on  the 
telegraph  line  to  which  he  has  referred, 
and  that  I  have  already  taken  steps  to 
remove  what  is  undoubtedly  a  grievance. 
I  have  also  tried  to  some  small  extoit  to 
make  concessions  to  country  districts,  and 
it  is  certainly  my  personal  desire  to  help 
them  in  every  way.  My  honorable  friend 
has  administered  the  Post  and  Telegr^A 
Department,  and  I  need  hardly  remind  turn 
that  its  revenue-earning  branches  are  un- 
doubtedly in  the  large  centres  of  popula- 
tion. 

Mr.  Hedges. — They  would  be  no  good 
without  the  country  districts. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  have  not  said  that 
they  would  be.    I  have  merely  stated  the 

fact  that  the  money-earning  centres  of  the 
Department  are  in  the  large  cities,  where 
telephones  must  be  grounded,  metallic  cir- 
cuits provided,  and  up-to-date  switch- 
boards placed  in  position.  These  works 
having  been  commenced  must  be  carried  00 
to  completion.  In  making  such  a  state- 
ment, surely  I  am  not  detracting  from  the 
claims  of  country  districts  for  consideration. 
I  am  entirely  in  sympathy  vrith  the  boiHX'- 
able  membn  f<n-  Coolgardie  regarding 
the  great  drawbacks  of  life  in  scathed 
districts,  and  if  I  can  do  anything  by  means 
of  a  reasonable  expenditure  to  help  those 
districts  it  will  certainly  be  my  desire  to 
effect  an  improvement. 
Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

SECRET  DRUGS,  CURES,  AND 
FOODS:  Mr.  BEALE'S  REPORT. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat — Minister  of 
External  Affairs)  [5.59]. — The  House  is 
aware  that  an  important  report  bv  a  Royal 
Commission  on  Secret  Drugs,  Cures,  and 
Foods  was  recently  laid  up«i  the  table, 
and  that  certain  hcffiorable  members  Ques- 
tioned the  wisdom  of  circulating  it  in  the 
form  in  which  it  was  iwesaited.  I  there- 
fore invited  the  assistance  of  honorable 
members  who  are  also  members  of  the 
medical  profession,  and  am  much  indebted 
to  them — particularly  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Laanecoorie — for  reoononenda- 
tions  as  to  the  portions  of  the  report  it  would 
be  desirable  to  di§ki^yits^(ll^[&ve  wl- 
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vised  the  mnission  of  three  paragraphs,  and 
of  a  passage  in  small  print,  in  regard  to 
which  they  were  unanimous,  and  we  thought 
that  we  could  not  do  better  than  adopt  their 
recommendations  on  what  was  strictly  a 
medical  question.  I  therefore  lay  on  the 
table  the  revised  report  in  substitution  for 
the  report  previously  presented,  and 
move — 

That  the  paper  be  printed. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — Was  the  h(»iorab]e  mem- 
ber ioi  Hunter  oxisulted? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Yes;  all  the  medical 
noembers  of  the  House. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affinmative. 

PAPER. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  laid  upon  the  table  the 
following  paper — 

ExplRaatory  memoraadum  in  regard  to  the 
New  Protection. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 

DEFENCE  POLICY. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat— Minister  of 
External  Affairs)  [6.2].— In  pursuance  of 
an  undertaking  given  more  than  once  this 
sessicHi,  that  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  relation  to  Defence  would  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  before  the  Christmas 
adjournment,  I  take  this  opportunity  to 
lay  our  scheme  before  hcHiorable  members. 
The  fact  that  there  is  necessarily  a  small 
attmdance  in  this  last  hour  of  our  session 
this  year  imposes  no  disability,  because 
the  remarks  I  desire  to  offer  will  consist 
largely  of  quotaticHis  and  figures,  rapidly 
summarized,  and,  therefwe,  best  studied 
in  print.  While  it  is  physically  impos- 
sible to  deal  with  the  whole  defence  ques- 
tion as  it  deserves,  I  shall  endeavour  to 
touch,  however  lightly,  upon  those  many 
aspects  which  cannot  be  omitted  without 
prejudice  to  a  goieral  outline.  One  of  the 
chief  reasons  for  the  union  of  our  States 
was  the  need  of  a  commcm  defence;  but, 
until  now,  we  have  been  ontent  to  take 
the  course  of  expediency,  and  although 
there  has  been  combination  and  're-con- 
struction, the  land  and  sea  forces  of  the 
CcHnmcHiwealth  are  still  little  more  than 
the  collective  forces  of  the  States.  We 
now  propose  a  new  organization  for  the 
defence  of  Australia.  Therefore,  we  are 
about  to  initiate  a  departure,  ccntemplated 
at  the  inception  of  Federation,  and  in- 
tended to  lay  the  foundati(»i  of  our  de- 
fence upm  a  basis  as  wide  as  the  Com- 
monwealth, without  distinctioi  of  States. 


This  House  has  just  ccHopieted  its  task  of 
dealing  hscally  with  ihe  industrial  condi- 
tions of  the  OHmtry  as  a  whole,  and  it  is 
appropriate  that  we  should  pioceecf  to 
deal  natioaally  with  its  defence.  I  am,  to 
a  certain  ^rtent,  in  sympathy  with  the 
honcffable  member  for  Wide  Bay,  who,  by 
interjection,  inferentially  deplored  expen- 
diture on  warlike  preparations.  It  is  not 
because  we  admire,  or  desire,  offensive  war- 
fare that  great  proposals  are  now  to  be 
submitted  for  'the  conttderati(»i  of  Parlia- 
ment. That  we  should  require  to  take 
thought  for  the  morrow  In  this  regard  is, 
to  the  thoughtful,  occasion  ior  inappeas- 
able  r^;ret.  The  enormous  annual  expen- 
diture of  modern  nations,  severally  jeal- 
ous of  each  other's  possessions  and  privi- 
leges, foreseeing  the  contingency  that  they 
may  beccHne  involved  in  deadly  conflict, 
though  unhappily  an  evident  necessity,  pre- 
s«its  humanity  in  a  stage  of  its  evolution 
which  cannot  be  r^arded  with  pride  or 
satisfaction.  To-day  the  civilized  world, 
and  the  uncivilized,  too,  consists  of  armed 
oatictfis.  Its  leading  naticns  are  arming 
with  moie  feverish  haste  than  ever  before, 
and,  unhappily,  the  pace  set  by  the  fore- 
most is  that  with  which  every  people,  de- 
siring to  protect  itself  frcnn  loss  and 
aggression,  must  attempt  to  keep  step. 
This  has  been  termed  cut-throat  ccanpeti- 
tion ;  and  it  is  accurately  so  described.  But 
as  no  one  will  suspect  Great  Britain,  or 
still  less  txie  of  her  dep^dendes,  of  seek- 
ing to  quarrel  with  her  neighbours,  or  of 
harbOTine  bellicose  designs,  we  shall  be  be- 
lieved when  we  say  that  our  military  pre- 
paration is  strictly  for  defence,  and  with  no 
threat  of  forragn  oSenos.  An  obligaticHi  is 
cast  upon  us  to  protect  thelerritory  with 
which  we  have  been  intrusted,  and  the  for- 
tunes of  our  kindred  who  share  its  respon- 
sibilities with  us ;  as  our  territory  is  part  of 
the  Empire,  we  are  in  a  measure  respcxi- 
sible  to  all  its  tmits  across  the  seas  to  be- 
come to  tbon  a  source  stroigtb  and  not 
of  weakness.  There  was  a  time,  not  \oag 
since,  when  it  was  confidentiv  maintained 
that  Australia  was  outside  the  area  of  the 
world's  ctmflicts,  and  might  regard  in 
comparative  quietude  any  hostile  move- 
ments in  other  parts  of  the  globe. 
That  OHufortable  outlook  has  long  sin«r 
passed  away.  No  one  can  contend  that 
Australia  is  outside  that  arena  to-day. 
On  the  omtrary,  every  decade  brings  us 
into  closer  and  closer  touch  with  the  sub- 
jects of  other  Be(^Jf?^(a©t9§te 
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neighbourhood,  and  with  the  interests  of 
other  peoples  more  or  less  antagonistic  to 
our  own.  Ctmsequently  being  compelled 
li.  tfle  very  circumstances  of  our  time  and 
situation  to  recognise  the  active  lust  of  con- 
quest existing  not  only  in  the  industrial  but 
in  the  national  sphere,  we  must  now  pre- 
pare ourselves  to  resist  the  deadlier  weapons 
which  are  emploved  in  the  realm  of  battle. 
I  would  not  wish  to  suggest  that  naval 
and  military  discipline  are.  so  to  speak,  a 
dead  loss.'  On  the  contrary,  we  must 
admit  that  in  manv  respects  they  both 
make  for  physical  well-being  and  to  a 
certain  extent,  especially  in  the  Navy,  for 
a  moral  and  intellectual  tempering.  There 
is  some  counterbalancing  consideration  in 
that  regard.  Xor  can  we  fail  to  recog- 
nise that  in  many  cases  preparations  for 
strife  are  dictated  bv  high  and  noble 
motives.  But  what  I  do  urge  is  that  the 
best  results  from  military  training  are  to 
be  otrtained  in  a  citizen  army  exactlv  in 
the  proporticm  in  which  it  is  a  citizen 
army.  When  men  rally  round  their 
hearths  and  homes  simply  to  safeguard 
tlicm  and  those  they  love,  they  discharge 
a  dutv.  They  ser\'e  peace  and  justice. 
The  obligation  upon  all  of  us  is  that  we 
sliould  at  least  hand  down  to  our  children 
the  heritage  that  we  ourselves  received  at 
birth,  undiminished  and  improved  as  far 
as  has  been  possible  within  our  compass. 
Any  preparation  for  war  in  our  case  is 
for  a  war  of  resistance;  we  prepare  for 
war,  in  point  of  fact,  only  to  preserve 
peace.  This  is  the  policy  of  the  Cc«n- 
monwealth.  Possessively  the  Common- 
wealth has  very  much  to  defend.  Taking 
the  lower  standard  one  finds  that  the  wealth 
of  Australia  has  been  variously  estimated 
at  from 000,000,000  to j^i, 200, 000,000. 
To-day  that  enormous  treasure  is  placed 
in  the  keeping  of  a  handful  of  popula- 
tion. While  we  spend  annually  for  the 
purpose  of  defence  one  out  of  every  thou- 
sand pounds  so  reckoned,  \ve  certainly 
can  not  be  accused  of  anything  but  the 
severest  business  economy  of  insurance. 
But  obviously  it  is  not  upon  the  lower 
standard  that  we  are  able  to  measure  our 
risks.  If  we  lost  the  whole  of  our  finan- 
cial possessions  we  should  miss  them  much 
less  than  if  we  were  robbed  of  liberty, 
constitutional  freedom,  civilization,  and 
social  status.  One  hesitates  even  to  con- 
sider such  prospectts,  and  yet  one  must 
recollect  that  there  are  gra\'e  contingencies 
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to  be  kept  in  view,  if  it  be  cmly  at  the 
back  of  our  minds.  None  of  us  can  ocxi- 
ceive  Australians  in  serfdom,  or  subject 
to  an  alien  rule.  Although  the  incredible 
consequences  that  would  follow  from  the 
obliteration  of  our  race  and  nationality 
can  not  be  compassed  bv  the  imaginaticwi, 
we  can  never  forget  that  what  we  have 
most  to  defend  first  and  last  is  our  na- 
tional life  and  ideals  mwe  precious  than 
life  of  the  breathing  frame.  For  *jur 
defence  to-day  we  spend  on  the  basis  of 
the  Estimates  for  the  current  year  about 
6s.  per  bead  of  our  pc^ulatiui.  Allowing 
for  the  pension  system  in  the  United 
States  of  America  their  outlay  an  defence 
is  nearly  thrice  as  large,  that  of  Germany 
and  of  France  is  more  than  thrice  as 
large,  whilst  the  expenditure  in  Great 
Britain  is  more  than  twice  as  much  as  the 
German,  and  nearly  twice  as  much  as  the 
French.  We  cannot  therefore  be  accused 
of  undue  extravagance.  What  we  are 
spending  is  not  in  co^vtous  rivalry  but  for 
the  sake  of  security.  What  we  endeavour 
when  spending  is  to  obtain  value  for  our 
money.  What  we  seek  is  not  the 
development  of  what  is  sometimes  termed 
a  military  as  distinguished  from  a  martia] 
spirit.  What  we  aim  at  is  the  maximum 
of  good  citizenship,  with  the  spirit  of 
patriotism  as  the  chief  motive  power  of  a 
civic  defence  force.  For  always,  behind 
the  weapons,  behind  the  (x'ganization,  be- 
hind the  gim,  there  is  the  man.  It  is  in 
the  character  and  capacity  of  its  manhood 
that  the  real  strength  and  energy  of  resist- 
ance of  a  people  must  be  found. 

Mr.  Crouch. — ^And  that  is  where  we 

come  ia 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— When  we  do  go  in  we 
must  come  out  well.  In  this  country  we 
accept  the  minimum  of  jvofessional  mili- 
tarism strictly  so-called,  and  in  considering 
our  national  policy  generally  we  require  a 
maximum  of  navalism,  if  I  may  coin  such 
a  word.  After  all,  the  British  Empire  it- 
self and  all  its  parts  depend  for  their  unity 
nnd  guarantee  of  freedom  upon  the 
Navy.  That  is  its  first  line  of  defence, 
and  we  in  Australia  are  distinguished  in 
this  particular,  because  we  must  rely  more 
upon  it  than  any  other  part  of  the 
Empire.  Ours  is  an  island  continent,  and 
its  best  defence  will  be  that  whidi  prevents 
an  invader  from  ever  setting  his  foot  upon 
our  shores.  Now,  naval  discipline  arid  train- 
ing differ  in  chaff^qfigg  bTOfOSgte  from 
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military  training  and  discipline.  The  former 
is  much  more  specialized  on  shipboard,  and 
even  naval  militia  demand  far  more  train- 
ing to  reach  a  modern  standard  of  rfSciency. 
Still  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  tbit 
the  national  instinct  of  the  sea  lives  in  our 
section  of  the  race  as  much  as  in  any  other. 
Certainly  every  report  we  obtain,  and  every 
evidence  we  acquire,  proves  the  success  of 
our  sailors  in  the  Australian  Squadrcxi,  and 
in  the  examimtions  and  tests  with  men  qf 
the  Royal  Navy  in  the  Mother  Coimtry. 
All  go  to  show  that  they  are  maintaining 
the  reputation  of  this  country,  standing 
well  above  the  average  standard  achieved 
even  in  the  finest  navy  the  world  possesses. 
But  when  asking  you  to  make  a  far  larger 
provision  for  naval  development  than  has 
ever  been  attempted  here,  we  require  to  re- 
coUea  at  the  very  outset  that  we  owe  to 
naval  power  and  to  the  British  flag  our  free- 
dom in  and  ownership  of  this  territory,  the 
power  to  retain  it,  the  whole  of  our  politi- 
ca'  liberties  and  social  standards.  The  Ccwi- 
monweaith  is  governed  by  a  policy  appro- 
priately termed  that  of  a  "White  Aus- 
tralia" because  the  "white  ensign'*  flies 
all  round  our  coast.    Withdraw  that,  and 
peril  would  be  instant.    The  Mother  Coun- 
try, though  still  "  Mistress  of  the  Seas," 
subouts  to  have  some  of  the  fleets  of  battle- 
ships by  which  her  coasts  are  guarded,  occa- 
sionally distant  from  that  base.    But  still 
those  remaining  afford  her  a  measure  of  pro- 
tection only  to  be  obtained  in  our  case  by 
what  would  be  distinctly  termed  coastal 
defence.    The  squadron  in  these  seas  may 
at  any  time  be  removed  to  the  China  or 
Indian  Seas.   When  a  parallel  is  sought 
to  be  drawn  between  her  circumstances  and 
ours,  this  oaitrast  requires  to  be  taken  into 
account.      Needless  to  say,  our  immense 
area  means  a  long  coast-line,  and,  therefore, 
the  iprotection  of  Australian  shores,  quite 
apart  frcwn  any  attempt  to  share  in  opera- 
tions upon  the  high  seas,  implies  a  great 
burden  of  responsibility.      We  are  often 
taunted  with  paying  no  adequate  share  of 
the  cost  of,  and  with  taking  no  part  in  naval 
defence  on  the  high  seas  by.  battle-ships. 
But,  -although  since  1887  I  have  been  en- 
gaged, with  others,  in  con^derine^  various 
methods  for  the  measurement  of  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  the   several  portions  of 
the  Empire  in  regard  to  the  maintenance  of 
its  flag  upon  the  worlds'  oceans.  T  have  never 
yet,  either  by  one  standard  or  bv  any  com- 
bination of  standards,  been  able  to  arrive 
at,  or  find  any  one  else  who  has  arrived  at, 


a  plan  which  is  ripe  for  practical  con- 
sideration.    I  propose,  therefore,  to  pass 
by  that  part  of  the  subject.    It  is  not  be- 
cause  we  deny  tihe   main  tenets  of  the 
"blue  water"   school.     We   admit  that 
fhe   sea    is    one    all    the    world  over, 
and  that,  therefore,  the  navy  on  the  high 
seas  must  also  be  one,  in  direction  and  c<:in- 
mand,  all  the  world  over.    But  what  we 
point  to  is  that  our  problem  of  naval  de- 
fence, putting  aside  the  question  of  our 
share  in  the  defence  of  the  high  seas,  is 
a  special  problem  to  be  viewed  in  the  li^jht 
of  our  special  circumstances.    This  will  lie 
a  principal  element  in  shaping  the  tocal 
naval  proposals  which  I  shall  presently  dis- 
close.   Let  me  merely  say,  in  passing,  that 
anv  persOTial  knowledge  I  have  gained, 
either  by  reading  or  observation,  enoDurages 
me  to  believe   that,    whatever   signs  of 
decadence  may  be  discovered'  by  critics 
in  the  Mother  Country  or  in  any  of  her 
departments,  the  Navy  stands  out  as  an  re- 
ception. It  is  a  distinctly  up-to-date  force, 
constantly  adjusting  itself  to  fresh  conth'- 
tions,  whose  ofikers  and  men  prove  on 
every  occasion  of  trial  that  thev  retain,  with 
the  dauntless  courage  of  the  race,  its  natural 
adaptability,  not  cmly  to  the  ancient  wooden 
ships  of  the  line,  but  to  the  curiouslv  de- 
formed  modem   structures   of  enormous 
interior  complexity  and  deadly  power  con- 
stituting the  Navy  of  to-day.    No  spectacle 
in  England  was,  or  could  be,  more  impres- 
sive either  to  her  own  people  or  to  those  of 
us   from  overseas   than   that  which  was 
lately  witnessed  at  PortsniOTth.    There  in 
the  Channel  one  saw  the  "  fleets  in  being  '' 
gathered  tDgether,  realizing  by  aid  of  the 
eye  what  their  potency  actually  is.  Dread- 
ful thunders  were  locked  within  those  iron 
hulls,  fitted  and  finished  'within  almost  as 
delicately  as  a   watch,   oMitaining  every 
modern  improvement,  the  latest  develop- 
ments of  telegraph  and  telephone,  ev-'iy 
agency  that  can  protect  the  crew  or  destroy 
a  foe,  all  apparently  in  [lerfert  concliii  n 
and  under  absolute  command.    The  Briiish 
Navy  is  a  proud  and  progressive  servN---, 
not  content  to  rely  upon  its  past  laun'Ss. 
unequalled  as  they  are. '  but  pushing  in- 
sistently forward,  keeping  in  its  iron  ^ri;i 
the  priority  it  has  held  for  centuries.   Su'  h 
considerations  as  these  will  explain  scni'  - 
thing  I  have  vet  to  sav  in  due  time  wii'i 
regard  to  what  that  Navy  may  mean  tr.  u-; 
hereafter.    We  have  also  to  l>e  reminil-d 
that   the    latest    vessels   of    war — bat:!  •- 
ships,  armoured   cruisers,  submarines   r  r 
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submersibles — fmai  their  greatest  to  their 
more  diminutive  sizes,  make  to-day  far 
iieavi^'  and  far  more  general  demands  on 
brain,  nerve,  and  hardihood  than  were  ever 
made  in  "  the  brave  days  of  old."  The 
intricacy  and  variety  of  their  many  me- 
chanisms, enormous  powers  of  speed,  weight 
of  projectiles  and  rapidity  of  firing  with 
the  immense  range  of  their  weapons  of 
war — require  such  expert  knowledge  and 
training,  such  readiness  of  decisi<m  and 
prranptitude  of  action,  that  they  impose  a 
strain  upm  their  crews  which  would  be 
simply  inconceivable  to  our  fighting  fore- 
fathers who  won  the  splendid  sea  fights  at 
the  beginning  of  the  last  century.  To-day 
the  Navy — always  a  service  for  young  men, 
and  ccmsisting,  except  in  positions  of  the 
highest  oHnmand,  of  men  under 
forty  years  ot  age,  ex  very  little 
above  it — is  to  a  still  greater  degree 
in  the  smaller  craft  with  their  more 
del  icate  pieces  of  mechanism,  pass- 
ing into  the  hands  of  young  men.  Sub- 
mariiws  or  torpedo  destroyers  owing  to 
their  fragility  and  high  speed,  fulfil  their 
regular  functions  under  circumstances  of 
danger,  which,  in  war,  when  every  pulse 
of  the  men  and  the  mechanism  is  at  high 
tension,  would  be  immensely  increas^ 
The  pressure  upon  the  nerve,  courage,  aiid 
capacity  of  each  unit  and  upon  every  man 
in  the  British  marine  is  far  higher  now 
than  it  has  ever  been,  and  still  tends  to 
increase  with  every  one  of  the  marvellous 
advances  which  science  is  making.  To 
preserve  naval  effidency  under  novel  ccm- 
diticHis  such  as  these  imposes  much  more 
arduous  obligations  than  at  any  period  in 
the  wOTld's  history. 

Sitting  suspended  from  6.2y  to  7.4$  p.m. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  question  of  de- 
fence, as  seen  from  Australia,  falls 
naturally  into  three  parts.  The  first  re- 
lates to  the  ccnomand  of  the  high  seas,  the 
next  to  the  protection  of  our  coasts,  and 
tlie  last,  to  our  power  to  hold  our  own 
terrrtory  against  invaders.  For  the  first, 
we  rely  on  the  Imperial  Navy,  with  its 
battleships  and  heavy  cruisers,  the  radius 
ot  whose  operations,  and  artillery,  is 
l>eiiiy  extend<'d  year  by  year.  Our  second 
line  of  coastal  defence  has  had  hitherto 
a  varying  history;  and  as  to  the  land 
<le  fences  which  must  repel  invasion,  I  shall 
speak  presentlv.  On  what  may  be  termed 
the  Imperial  line  of  defence  on  the  high 
seas,  as  I  have  pointed  out,  our  share  of 


responsibilitv  must  be  estimated  hexeafta. 
At  the  very  outset  of  the  recent  Colonial 
Conference  in  Lcmdon,  the  Prime  Min- 
ister of  Great  Britain  met  us  with  die 
frank  avowal  that  the  British  Governmeot 
preferred  no  claim  for  money  in  relation 
to  naval  defence,  and  went  on  to  add  the 
extremely  pregnant  statement  that  the  con- 
trol of  naval  defence  and  foreign  affairs 
must  always  go  together.  If  honorable 
(pembers  appreciate  the  force  of  that 
axiom,  they  will  see  that  it  implies  mudi 
both  now  and  in  the  future.  It  impUes 
that  for  the  present,  seeing  that  we  have 
no  voice  in  foreign  affairs,  we  are  not 
obliged  to  take  any  part  in  Imperial  naval 
defence.  It  implies,  also,  with  equal 
clearness,  that  when  we  do  take  a  part  in 
naval  defence,  we  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
share  in  the  direction  of  fmeign  affairs. 
But,  in  regard  to  the  immediate  situation, 
nothing  coutd  be  more  «plicit.  As  ve 
are  in  ewry  respect  outside  of  ihe  domain 
of  the  foreign  affairs  of  the  Empire,  and 
without  any  voice  in  the  making  of  war 
or  peace,  so  we  remain  for  the  present  out- 
side all  responsitslity  for  any  naval  de- 
fence on  that  scOTe^  But  ^e  question 
fr(xn  our  p(»nt  of  view  cannot  end  with 
any  such  axiom.  In  order  to  mark  the 
change  which  has  come  over  tbe  policy  of 
British  Governments  in  regard,  first  of 
all,  to  our  political  relations  to  the  defence 
problem,  and  next  in  regard  to  tbe  mea- 
sure of  defence  which  falls  to  our  lot, 
allow  me  for  a  m<xnent  to  refer  to  a  few 
incidents  in  our  own  history.  It  was  at 
a  CcMiference  in  1881  that  the  Premiers 
of  the  Australian  Colonies  put  forward 
for  the  first  time  a  definite  doctrine  of 
our  mutual  responsibilities.  The  whole 
naval  defence,  they  said,  should  rest  w^ 
the  Imperial  Govenunent,  while  the  miU- 
tnry  defence  of  the  land,  including  the 
forts  for  harbor  protection,  should  rest 
with  Australia.  That,  so  far  as  I  re- 
member, was  the  first  definite  doctrine 
laid  down  as  to  the  divisicxi  of  the  task 
of  defence.  The  Premiers  of  Australia, 
on  laying  down  that  doctrine,  demanded 
tliat,  as  part  of  the  Imperial  naval  de- 
fence, there  should  be  a  squadrcwi  of 
Imperial  ships  set  apart  for  the  defence 
of  our  coasts.  The  Admiralty  replied, 
declining  to  admit  that  responsibility,  un- 
less Australia  paid  t'he  whole  expense  of 
maintaining  the  Squadron,  and  even  ex- 
pressed a  desire  that  we  should  pav  the 
cost  of  building  them.    Nothing  was  done. 
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Then  came,  in  1885,  Admiral  Tryon's 
scheme;  and  in  1887,  at  the  first  Colonial 
Conference  held  in  LondcHi,  a  compromise 
was  arrived  at,  by  which  a  squadron  of 
Imperial  ships  was  set  apart  for  Australia 
an  condition  that  we  shaied  the  a»t.  The 
only  change  that  occurred  in  1902,  when  the 
third  Col(Miial  Conference  was  held,  was 
that  the  Admiralty  pressed  hard  for  an  im- 
mensely larger  ctmtribution  than  had  been 
previously  paid;  and  it  was  only  after  a 
great  deal  of  bargaining  that  they  con- 
sented to  accept  about  half  their  original 
demand.  Our  Australian  Naval  Agree- 
ment Act  embodies  the  arrangement  then 
arrived  at.  At  the  same  time,  instead  of 
bong  restricted,  as  before,  to  Australian 
waters,  the  new  squadr<»i  was  permitted  to 
operate  in  the  Australasian,  Indian,  or 
Qiina  seas.  The  only  Australian  charac- 
teristic of  this  squadrcm  was  that  two  of 
the  vessels  were  to  be  manned  by  Austra- 
lians, who  were  to  receive  extra  pay.  In 
1903'  in  consequence  of  that  Conference, 
the  Act  to  which  I  have  referred  was 
{passed.  It  sets  out,  in  set  terms,  that  its 
basis  implies  a  single  navy  under  one 
authority,  and  that  the  squadron,  though 
called  Australian,  is  to  be  statitmed  wher- 
ever  the  Admiralty  believe  it  to  be  most 
effective  for  the  def^ice  of  our  trade  and 
interests.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  provided 
that  Australia  shall  be  treated  as  a  base  for 
coal  and  supplies.  This  Act,  as  honorable 
members  will  recollect,  was  passed  only 
after  protracted  discussim.  The  Admiralty 
were  not  satisfied  with  the  contribution 
made,  and  a  sectitxi  of  our  people  were  not 
satisfied  with  the  bargain  from  our  side. 
Ccwsequmtiy,  when,  in  1905,  Admiral 
Fan&hawe  delivered  several  speeches,  and 
one  in  particular,  in  which  he  pointed  out 
the  insufficiency  of  our  OHitribution,  I  took 
occasion  in  August  of  that  >ear  to  write  to 
the  British  Government  a  despatch  chal- 
lenging his  contenti<His.  I  pointed  out 
that  there  was  nothing  dist'nctively  Aus- 
tralian in  the  Naval  Squadron  main- 
tained in  these  waters,  that  our  .support 
to  it  had  been  given  in  default  of 
better  means  of  oo-(q>eraticm,  and  that, 
being  in  no  sense  specifically  associated 
with  us,  it  roused  no  patriotic  feeling. 
No  exception  was  taken  to  the  existence  of 
a  Naval  Agreement  between  the  British  Go- 
vernment and  ourselves;  on  the  contrary, 
that  was  postulated.  But  exception  was 
taken  to  the  fact  that  our  contribution  was 
made  in  mcmey,  and  only  indirectly  in  men 


when  they  entered  the  ships  of  the  Squad- 
ron. In  no  other  way  were  they  connected 
with  us,  or  representative  of  us.  M  y 
objection  was  that  Australia's  part  in 
this  agreement  was  simply  to  find  a  certain 
attribution  in  m<mey,  and  my  suggestions 
were  that  we  ought  to  substitute  some  active 
co-operaticHi  for  this  meie  cash  payment. 
In  1906  the  Admiralty,  by  despatch,  dis- 
sociated themselves  altogether  from  Admiral 
Fanshawe's  expressions  of  dissatisfacticm. 
In  October  of  that  year,  having  in  view  the 
then  impending  Colonial  C<xiference, 
amongst  the  resolutions  I  prepared  was. 
one  asking  reconsideration  of  the  Naval 
Agreement.  It  will  be  found  on  reference 
to  page  132  of  the  reports  of  that  Colonial 
CcMiference,  that,  in  the  course  of  the  de- 
bates, I  verbally  called  attention  to  the 
same  defects,  from  my  point  of  view,  in 
that  Agreonent.  I  contended  that  the 
monetary  standard  was  not  the  most  accept- 
able for  an  Australian  contribution,  and 
that  some  other  form  of  co-operation  was 
necessary ;  that,  in  its  present  form,  the 
Agreement  was  not  so  popular  as  it  ought  to 
be,  considering  the  great  popularity  of  the 
British  Navy — that,  in  short,  the  Agreement 
was  not  satisfactory  to  any  one,  and  had 
been  accepted  only  until  a  better  means  of 
united  action  could  be  devised.  But  shortly 
before  the  Colonial  Conference  opened,  a 
debate  occurred  in  the  House  of  Ccnnmons. 
in  which  a  speech  by  Mr.  Balfour,  followed 
by  its  indorsement  on  behalf  of  the 
present  Government,  exhibited  an  entire 
change  of  front  on  the  part  of  the 
British  Parliament,  so  far  as  the  poli- 
tical side  of  this  question  is  concerned. 
It  was  then  intimated  in  the  clearest  terms 
that  so  far  as  the  British  Parliament  was 
concerned  it  would  make  no  further  de- 
mands of  any  kind  upon  us  in  ccmnexion 
with  Imperial  Naval  Defence.  The  state- 
ment of  the  Prime  Minister,  Sir  H.  Camp- 
bell-Bannerman,  that  navaJ  defence  and 
foreign  affairs  must  go  together  was  madf 
at  the  opening  of  the  Imperial  Conference 
in  April  last.  That  axiom  exactly  summed 
up  the  effect  of  the  debate  in  (he  Commons. 
At  our  subsequent  meetings.  Lord  Tweed- 
mouth,  who  represents  the  Admiralty  in  th<* 
Government,  plainly  said — 

Speaking  for  Great  Britfiin  and  the  British 
Government,  we  are  responsible. 

Upon  page  129  of  the  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Conference  it  will  be  found 
that  he  uttered  these  men^f!^e^)w|rds — 

We  want  you  to  give'^is  ^itne  assistance  that 
you  can,  but  we  do  not  come  to  you  as  bep""^ ' 
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we  gladly  take  all  that  you  (fan  give  us,  but 
at  the  same  time,  if  you  are  not  inclined  to 
give  us  the  help  that  we  hope  to  have  from 
you,  we  ackuowledgc  our  absolute  obligation  to 
defend,  the  King's  Dominions  across  the  seas  to 
the  best  of  our  ability. 

That  was  a  splendidly  magnanimous  atti- 
tude. It  was  in  accordance  w'th  the  axiom 
of  the  Prime  Minister.  As  the  lexical  out- 
come of  that  axicwa  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment frankly  declared  that,  ha\ing  the  sole 
control  of  the  affairs  of  the  Empire,  and 
the  .sole  decision  of  peace  or  war,  the  whole 
responsibility  for  the  defence  of  the  Em- 
I)ire — irrespective  of  what  we  might  give — 
was  their  care.  Uprni  page  130,  Lord 
Tweedmouth  added— 

We  are  quite  ready  lo  enter  into  any  arrange- 
ment with  the  Colonics  that  may  seem  most 
suitable  to  them,  and  which  may  seem  to  bring 
advantage  to  the  Navy,  and  advantage  to  the 
Colonies  themselves. 

Upon  page  482',  by  way  of  interjection,  he 

summed  up  the  ^iinisterial  position  very 

accurately  in  the  statement — 

We  shall  be  willing  to  take  in  kind  what  has 
been  paid  in  the  past  in  hard  cash. 

That  is  to  say,  they  are  now  prepared  to 
accept  the  proposal  that  we  previously  sub- 
mitted for  a  contribution  by  Australia  in 
kind — a  contribution  from  her  own  men  and 
herown  resources,  instead  of  from  our  purse. 

ut  thb  broad  statement ,  completel y  in 
harmony  with  the  Prime  Minister's  declara- 
tion, was  afterwards  qualified  by  certain 
conditi<ms  imposed  by  Lord  Tweedmouth. 
The  consistency  of  these  with  the  axiom  of 
the  head  of  the  British  Govermnent  is  still 
to  seek.  We  shall  keep  on  seeking  until 
we  find  a  constitutional  means  of  Imperial 
co-operation.  Upon  page  129  he  said,  on 
behalf  of  the  Admiralty,  that  what  he  in- 
cited us  to  do  was — 

t3  place  confidence  in  the  Board  of  Admiralty, 
and  in  the  present  Government,  for  the  future 
safety  of  the  country. 

That  is  to  say,  we  were  to  place  confidence 
in  the  British  Board  of  Admiralty  and  in 
the  present  British  Government  for  the 
future  safety  of  the  country.  Presumably 
he  meant  more  by  the  word  "country" 
than  the  United  Kingdon.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  invite  us  to  take  some  "  tea^ng 
liart  "  in  making  more  cranplete  than  it  is  at 
present  the  Naval  Defence  of  the  Empire. 
Afterwards  he  proceeded  to  the  qualifica- 
tions.  He  said— 

The  only  reservation  that  the  Admiralty  desire 
tn  make  is  (i)  that  they  claim  to  have  the 
rhirs*-  of  the  sirntcgicnl  questions  which  are 
[111  f..  irily  involved  in  Naval  Defence;  (2)  lo 
)i'>i'!  the  command  of  the  Naval  Forces  of  the 
"  .  DeaJdn. 


country  ;  (3)  to  arrange  the  distribution  of  the 
ships  in  the  best  possible  manner  to  resist  at- 
tacks, and  to  defend  the  Empire  at  large. 

These  three  very  important  conditions  were 
followed  by  the  statement  that  the  British 
Government  were  responsible  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  tlmpire,  that  they  wanted  us 
to  help  them  in  that  defence,  but  only  on 
the  terms  mentioned.   Again,  he  said— 

I  want  to  claim  first  ^our  help,  and,  second, 
authority  to  manage  this  great  service  witboot 
restraint. 

Vj>on  page  130  he  remarked — 

So  long  as  the  possession  of  unity  of  com- 
mand and  direction  of  the  Fleet  is  maintained 
they— 

meaning  the  British  Goromment — 

are  ready  to  consider  a  modification  of  the  exist- 
ing arrangements  to  meet  the  views  of  the  vari- 
ous Colonies. 

Once  more  he  said — 

The  distribution  of  the  Fleet  must  be  deter- 
mined  by  strategical  requirements,  of  which  the 

Admiralty  is  the  judge. 

On  page  148  he  urged — 

Then  there  is  a  point  which  has  been  alluded 
to  more  than  once  by  speakers,  and  that  is  the 
question  of  the  distribution  of  ships.  At  this 
moment,  no  doubt  we  are  under  certain  obliga- 
tions with  regard  to  Australia,  as  to  the  ships 
that  arc  to  be  on  that  particular  station.  It. 
in  future,  as  I  hope  will  be  the  case,  there  will 
be  sjrcater  concentration  of  the  ships,  I  want  it 
to  be  very  distinctly  understood  that  I  do  not 
believe  that  our  Dominions  beyond  the  seas 
would  suffer  in  any  way  from  such  an  arrange- 
ment. 

Again,  he  declared — 

We  want  to  consult  with  you  as  to  the  details 
of  this  scheme.  Of  course,  if  each  separate 
Colony  is  to  be  treated  on  a  different  footing, 
we  are  quite  ready  to  do  that,  and  to  make 
separate  arrangements  with  each  separate  Colony 
according  to  its  own  wishes^. 

These  quotations  give  a  good  idea  of  what 
is  expected  of  us.  We  aie  asked  to  take  a 
"  leadin?  part  "  in  making  the  naval  defence 
of  the  Empire  more  complete.  Upon  page 
1 30  of  the  report  of  the  proceeding  of  the 
Conference,  Lord  Tweedmouth  defined 
exactlv  what  he  hoped  would  be  our  part. 
He  said — 

^  It  would  be  of  great  assistance  if  the  Colonial 
Ooveraments  would  undertake  (i)  to  provide  for 
local  service  in  the  Imperial  Squadrons,  the 
smaller  vessels  that  are  useful  for  deience 
against  possible  raids,  or  for  co-operation  with 
the  squadron,  and  also  (x)  to  e<juip  anrj  maintain 
docks  and  fitting  establishments  which  can  be 
used  by  His  Majesty's  ships.  It  will  further 
be  of  much  assistance  if  i\)  coaling  facilities  ate 
provided,  and  arrangements  can  be  made  for  a 
supply  of  coal  and_^  naval  s^^i^^whkik>other- 
wise  would  have  lo  6l@'M^bjit^V««W>^  par^ 
chased  locally. 
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The  numbers  inserted  in  the  quotations,  for 
convenience,  are  my  own.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  our  small  vessels  are  to  serve  "  in  the 
Imperial  Squadnxi."  Finally,  ot  pages 
130  and  T31,  he  made  some  remarks  whicji 
are  worthy  of  special  note.  He  suggested 
that— 

If  the  provision  of  the  smaller  craft  which  are 
necessarily  incident  to  the  work  of  a  great  fleet 
of  modern  battleships  could  be  made  locallv.  it 
would  be  a  very  great  help  to  the  genecal  work 
of  the  Navy.  You  cannot  t^ke  the  small 
crafts,  such  as  torpedo  boats  and  submarines, 
across  the  ocean,  and  for  warships  to  arrive  in 
South  Africa  or  in  Australia  or  in  New  Zealand 
or  in  Canada,  and  find  ready  to  their  hand 
well-trained  men  in  vessels  of  this  kind,  would 
be  an  enormous  advantage  to  them.  It  would 
be  an  enormous  advantage  to  find  ready  to  their 
hand  men  well  trained,  ready  to  take  a  part  in 
the  work  of  the  fleet.  There  is,  I  think,  the 
further  advantage  in  these  small  flotillas,  that 
they  will  be  an  admirable  means  of  coast  de- 
fence; and  that  you  will  be  able  by  the  use 
of  them  to  avoid  practically  all  danper  from 
any  sudden  raid  which  might  be  made  by  a 
cruising  squadron. 

Here  our  vessels  are  to  be  apparently  used 
by  us  to  resist  raids,  and  not  necessarily 
"  in  the  Imperial  Squadrtm."  I  hope 
that  without  wearying  the  House  I  have 
now  fairly  placed  before  honorable  mem- 
bers the  essence  of  the  T>ropositions  sub- 
mitted to  us  in  London  by  Lord  Tweed- 
mouth.  Curiously  enough,  the  Admiralty  ha<l 
then  arrived  at  exactly  the  same  position 
as  the  Australian  Premiers  did  in  1881. 
The  whole  defence  of  the  sea  and  its  control 
is  to  be  a  matter  for  the  British  Govern- 
ment and  the  British  Navy.  The  de- 
fence of  our  shores  is  to  be  left 
to  Australia  except  that  there  may  be 
a  small  flotilla  of  Australian  vessels  cap- 
able of  being  used  by  the  Navy  as  a  part 
of  its  squadnxi.  That  represents  a  poli- 
tical transformation.  An  equal  transforma- 
tion has  taken  place  in  the  strategical  policy 
of  the  Admiralty,  which  affects  us  most 
materially.  The  old  doctrine,  so  far  as 
I  understand  it,  appeared  to  be  that  the 
strength  of  the  Mother  Country  was  to  be 
asserted  by  the  presence  in  everv  important 
sea  of  a  separate  fleet  to  patrol  its 
waters  and  to  maintain  British  inte- 
rests against  attack,  so  that  wherever 
difficulty  arose  there  would  be  a  fleet 
in  that  particular  portbn  of  the  globe 
prepared  for  duty.  But  in  recent  years  the 
whole  view  of  the  Admiralty  oiperts  seems 
to  have  dianged,  and  although  there  is  still 
a  certain  amount  of  localization  of  forces 
the  doctrine  of  concentration  has  been 
rapidly    developed,,  and   is    now  being 


acted  upon  al!  round  the  world.  As  honor- 
able members  are  aware,  the  nid  fleets  of 
the  Empire  in  Europe  and  on  ihe  American 
coast — they  have  been  wfthdravin  frcwn  the 
latter — have  been  massetl.  Seritnd  or 
third  rate  ships  have  lieen  discarded 
to  the  scrap-heap.  The  most  jwwer- 
ful  vessels  of  the  old  squadrons  have  been 
brought  together,  in  order,  instead  of 
having  a  separate  fleet  in  every  ocean,  and 
on  almost  every  coast,  to  have  fleets  com- 
manding great  areas,  consisting  of  the  most 
powerful  vessels,  expeditious,  and  heavily 
armed,  which,  when  ccHicentrated,  are  en- 
abled to  cerate  at  any  particular  po:nt 
with  greater  effect  than  was  ever  attempted 
before.  That  is  a  transformation,  as  I 
understand  it,  of  the  system  of  naval 
strategy  which  has  a  great  deal  of  import- 
ant for  us.  There  was  foreshadowed,  in 
1903,  a  sphere  of  operations  for  the  Aus- 
tralian Squadron  enlarged  by  the  addition 
of  the  India  and  China  seas.  We  now 
know  that  the  fleet  usually  in  Australian 
waters  would  be  centred  in  time  of  war 
in  accordance  with  the  policy  of  concen- 
tration. The  best  ships  of  our  squadron 
would  be  united  with  the  best  ships  of  the 
India  and  China  Squadrons,  and  they, 
operating  together,  would  become  respcMi- 
sible  for  any  force  anywhere  in  those  three 
seas.  When  the  first  Agreement  was  sought 
to  be  made,  in  1881,  and  was  aftenvards 
made  in  1887,  with  the  separate  Australian 
Colonies,  there  was  a  demand  by  Australia 
for  the  protection  of  our  local  shipping 
by  a  special  fleet,  which,  though  Imperial, 
was  to  be  in  part  paid  for  by  us,  and  was 
allotted  to  our  coast.  That  consideration 
largely  disappeared  under  the  Agreement 
of  1902,  and  would  now,  in  accordance 
with  [Mresent  views,  disappear  altogether. 
What  the  Admiralty  desire  here,  in  accord- 
ance with  their  policy,  is  to  concentrate 
the  three  squadrons  in  the  three  Eastern 
Seas  in  time  of  peace.  Instead  of 
waiting  for  those  three  squadrons  to  join 
after  a  declaration  of  war,  the  poHcv  is  to 
unite  them  and  keep  them  together  before- 
hand. I  have  here  a  rough  simimary  of 
the  opinicMis  which  I  ventured  to  express 
in  London  outside  the  Conference,  adding 
the  wishes  of  the  British  Government  and 
of  the  Admiralty  in  regard  to  their  pre- 
sent squadrons,  including  the  Australian 
Fleet.  The  situation  from  their  point  of 
view  and  from  ours  is  described  in  order  to 
prepare  the  wav  for  a  new  Agreement 
which  would  satisfy  the  Admiralty  as 
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as  the  pec^le  of  the  Commonwealth.  1 
said  that  according  to  high  authwity  the 
present    subsidized    Australian  Squadron 
ought  not  to  be  continued,  its  best  ships 
should  be  removed  and  united  with  those 
of  the  Indian  and  China  Squadrons  in  one 
joint  Eastern  Fleet  of  powra-ful  vessels. 
If  war  broke  out  this  would  be  done  at  onoe 
now,  under  the  Agreement,  so  that  the  con- 
centrated naval  force  in  these  seas  might 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  our  foe,  wherevCT 
he  might  be  found;  on  our  omsts;  off 
Japan ;  or  <^  Colombo.    Consequently,  the 
so(mer  our  present  squadzoD  can  be  mer^d 
in  this  jcHnt  Eastern  Squadnxi  in  time  of 
peace,  so  as  to  be  jeady  for  war,  the 
better  from  the  Admiralty  point  of  view. 
The  ;^240,ooo  subsidy  paid  by  Australia 
and  New  Zealand  does  not  compensate  the 
Admiralty  for  its  severance  in  time  of  peace 
from  the  other  two  squadrons  now  existing. 
It  would  pay  the  Admiralty  to  forego  the 
subsidy   and  get  its  best  ships  into  a 
squadron,  free  from  the  limitaticms  imposed 
by  the  Australasian  Agreement  of  1903. 
While  that  bargain  holds  the  striking  force 
of  the  Navy  in  the  East  is  impaired  instead 
of  increased.    In  the  interests  of  the  Em- 
pire the  Agreement  ought  to  be  caiK^elled, 
according  to  the  new  view,  as  soon  as 
possible.    In  the  interests  of  Australia, 
if   they   can   be   considertd   alone,  the 
same  course  is  necessary.    The  best  de- 
fence of  this  country  on   the  high  seas 
surrounding    us   can   be   secured   by  a 
joint  Eastern  Squadron  of  powerful  ships 
npetatmg  wherever  necessary.    Both  the 
Empire  and  Australia  are  therefore  losing 
instead  of  gaining  by  the  present  Agree- 
ment.     If  the  three  oiisting  squadrons 
were    ctMisolidated    so    far    as  their 
most  powerful  cruisers   were  ctmoerned, 
the   rest   of    the    ships   now    on  the 
Australian    station    would    be    left  as 
at  present,  quite  apart   from  any  Agree- 
ment.   They  would  patrol  the  Pacific,  con- 
duct surveys,  and  make  their  present  rounds 
as  they  do  now.    Their  base  would  be  in 
Sydney,  where  they  would  use  all  the  ac- 
commodation   they   now    possess.  They 
would  be  seen  there  and  elsewhere  on  our 
coasts  as  occasion  required.     In  addition, 
the  new  concentrated  squadron  would  visit 
Australia  sav  once  a  vear  in  order  that  its 
f-apitals,  which  are  all  on  the  sea-boarr]. 
might  be  kept  in  touch  with  the  British 
Xavv.    This    would    be    the    order  of 
things  after  the  Agreement  was  cancelled, 
and  without  any  new  Agreement  being  re- 
quired.   Under    these   circumstances  the 
Deaiin, 


Commonwealth  would  devote  itself  to  the 
defence  of  its  harbors  and  coasts.    It  would 
spend  the  sums  advised  by  the  Committee 
of   Imperial   Defence  in  protecting  our 
harbors  by  shore  works.     It  would,  in 
addition,    add    local    floating  defences. 
Many  authorities  strongly  urge  submarines 
at  each  principal  port ;  two  at  least  in  Svd- 
ney  and  Melbourne,  and  one  at  eadi  of 
the  other  capitals,  together  with  some  swifi 
ocean-going  destroyers  capable  of  patrol- 
ling our  coasts.    Pending  the  building  of 
the  latter  perhaps  the  Admiralty  could  givt- 
us  a  couple  <A  the  best  cruisers  of  the  "  P  " 
class  that  they  are  laying  aside  in  the  course 
of  their  reorganization.     We  could  man 
these  for  the  time  being  with  Australians 
now  engaged  in  the  squadrwi,  if  they  wert 
spared  to  us  for  a  fixed  period.  In  any  event, 
whatever  ships  and  men  we  obtained  would 
be  available  in  time  of  war  in  the  event  of  an 
attack  upon  our  coasts,  in  order  to  act  with 
the  concentrated  Royal  Navy  Squadron,  or 
any  part  of  it,  in  our  own  waters.  These 
sutxnersibles  and  destroyers  would  afford  a 
very  real  help  to  the  squadron  and  be  of 
great  value  from  the  pmnt  of  view  of  Im- 
perial Defence  in  these  seas.    They  and 
the  harbor  works,  &c.,  would  represent  a 
greater  naval  contribution  than  the  present 
subsidy.   Putting  it  briefly,  as  I  understand 
it,  the  policy  of  the  Admiralty  itself  is 
that  they  regard  the  present  Australian 
Naval  Agreement  as  an  encumbrance  which 
they   desire   to  cancel.    In   order  th^ 
their  ships  may  be  free  from  any  local  con- 
ditions whatever;  and  they  will  cxily  con- 
sent to  have  their  ships  limited  geographi- 
cally, as  they  are  by  the  present  Agreement, 
because  of  our  insistence,  and  because  of 
the  contributicm  which  we  make  towards 
their  upkeep.    But  for  their  own  part,  thtr 
Admiralty  are,  at  least,  perfectly  willing— 
scHne  of  its  advisers  are  anxious — to  be  en- 
tirely freed  frc«n  the  present  Agreement. 
In  the  next  place,  they  look  forward  to  tbf 
Commonwealth  undertaking  the  defence  of 
its  harbors  and  coasts  by  a  small  flotilla 
such  as  I  have  already  alluded  to  and  sub- 
ject to  a  very  important  and  vital  con- 
sideration to  which  I  shall  presently  allude. 
The  plan  of  naval  construction  suggesteil 
by  our  local  crfficers,  two  years  ago,  has 
since  been  reviewed,  in  connexion  with  th-* 
necessary    disabilities    attaching    to  an\ 
isolated  little  service  of  our  own,  with  its 
costliness  and  lack  of  sthnulus  and  training' 
f.-icilities.      My  view  in  regard  to  th<; 
flotilla  was  clearlv  explained  when  in  Lon- 
don.   After  quoting  what  Lord  Tweed- 
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mouth  had  said  about  the  value  to 
the  British  Squadron  of  sulwiersibles  or 

submarines  and  destroyers  in  these-  waters, 
1  went  on  to  insist  that  these  submersibles 
and  destroyers,  built,  manned,  and  main- 
tained at  the  sole  expense  of  the  Common- 
wealth, must  remain  under  the  control  of  the 
Government.  Their  distribution  and  move- 
ments would  be  entirely  subject  to  that 
•Government  at  all  times.  That  is  one  of 
the  features  to  which  I  wish  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  honorable  members,  because  it 
is  supplemented  by  a  novel  proposal  for 
directly  associating  our  naval  forces  with 
those  of  the  Mother  Country.  I  \-entured 
to  press  it  then,  and,  as  hcwiorable  members 
will  see,  am  still  pressing  it  upon  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  Admiralty.  While  feeling 
that  for  every  constitutional  reason  any 
flotilla  created  and  maintained  by  the  Com- 
monwealth must  be  under  Commonweallh 
ccwitrol,  I  have  grown  more  and  more  deeply 
to  realize  the  risks  of  our  attempting  to 
create  a  small  fence  solely  of  our  own,  in 
which  the  men  and  (rflicers  would  have  no 
hope  for  experience  or  advancement  ex- 
cept within  its  boimds.  A  small  flotilla 
of  that  description  would  remain  a  thing 
apart,  not  directly  committed  to  the  high 
standards  of  the  Imperial  Navy.  In  the 
Imperial  Navy,  as  honorable  members  are 
awaie,  the  men  and  the  oflScers  on  every 
station  are  changed  at  sbOTt  periods. 
Elaborate  provisions  are  made  to  prevent 
them  beoxning  hide-bound,  sit-at-ease,  in- 
tlifferent  or  mechanical.  They  are  trans- 
ferred from  ship  to  ship.  They  are  put 
regularly  through  fresh  courses  of  training. 
They  have  to  return  periodically  to  learn  the 
latest  methods  in  their  particular  depart- 
ments. The  consequence  is  that  the  Royal 
Navy  is  a  most  progressive  weapcm,  always 
kept  up-to-date,  its  mep  constantly  in 
practical  training,  and  always  stimulated 
by  competiticxi,  by  ocaminaticHi,  and  by 
every  other  means  which  can  be  applied, 
in  addition  to  the  always  powerful  incite- 
ments offered  by  frequent  prospects  of 
promotion  to  vacancies  in  the  many  Fleets 
of  the  Empire.  I  think  that  the  more 
honorable  members  reflect  upon  it,  the 
more  they  will  see  how  different  must  be 
the  condition  of  a  little  land-locked  navy 
—if  one  may  so  call  it— of  a  small  flotilla 
cut  off  by  itself,  its  <^cers  and  men  re- 
moved from  the  po^bilities  of  promotion 
or  advancement,  except  by  the  slow  and 
often  unsatisfactory  process  of  seniority, 
and  with  few  opportunities  for  them  to 


keep  themselves  abreast  of  the  rapid  ad- 
vances made  in  their  branches  of  the 
service.  I  ccmtend,  with  the  diffidence 
which  must  attach  to  a  layman,  though 
with  stxne  confidence,  that  the  force  of 
these  criticisms  will  be  made  apparent  if 
you  take  any  country  with  a  small  flotilla 
or  a  few  small  ships,  and  compare  these 
with  the  same  class  of  ships  and  the  same 
class  of  men  engaged  in  larger  fleets  with 
larger  opportunities,  and  above  al  1  with 
those  of  the  greatest  of  maritime  powers, 
the  British  Navy.  I  ventured,  therefore, 
to  attempt  to  find  a  means  by  which  we 
could  get  the  whole  benefit  of  cormexion 
with  the  Admiralty  and  the  Im{)erial 
Fleet,  sharing  its  standards,  its  training 
and  its  prizes,  and  yet  maintain  the  Aus- 
tralian character  of  our  flotilla,  and  so  made 
the  suggestion  which  I  now  summarize. 
Let  our  officers  and  men  be  engaged  here, 
under  the  same  conditions  as  those 
of  the  Royal  Navy,  or  be  obtained 
after  they  have  served  in  the  Royal  Navy. 
Let  them  serve  on  our  local  vessels  for  the 
usual  term  on  this  statifHi,  whatever  it 
may  be,  and  then  pass  into  other  ships 
of  the  Royal  Navy,  to  continue  their  train- 
ing elsewhere.  This  would  keep  them, 
while  here,  up  to  a  standard  of  c^ciency 
equal,  at  least,  to  that  required  every- 
where in  the  Ro>al  Xavy.  They  would 
remain  members  of  that  Navy  in  e\rrv 
sense,  recruited  and  serving  under  its  laws. 
Their  services  in  our  ships  would  count 
in  the  same  fashion  as  upon  similar  ves- 
sels in  the  Navy.  They  would  !«  regu- 
larly inspected  here  by  the  Admiral  or  his 
deputies,  and  be  subject  to  naval  disci- 
pline and  to  all  the  penalties  and  privi- 
leges associated  with  such  discipline. 
Australia  would  pay  them,  while  they  were 
on  this  staticKi,  at  Australian  rates  of  pay, 
though  "of  course  they  would  arrept  the 
usual  deductions  necessary  to  continue 
their  title  to  share  in  the  Royal  Navy 
Pensions  Fund.  Preference  would  be 
given  wherever  possible  in  our  vessels  to 
Australian  officers  and  seamen  at  every  oj)- 
portunity  that  occurred.  Our  ships  would 
fly  the  White  Ensign  with  the  Southern 
Cross,  and  be  altc^ether  Australian  in  cost 
and  in  political  ccnitrol,  as  to  their  move- 
ments and  stations.  In  everything  else, 
they  would  be  part  of  the  British  Navy, 
the  officers  and  men  being  simply  seconded 
for  fixed  terms  for  service  under  our 
general  control ;  but  in  every  other  respect 
indistingruishable  from  the  men  in  the  Im- 
perial Squadrons  here  or  elsewhere.  In 
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time  ot  war,  they  would  almost  certainly 
be  placed  by  tlie  Commonwealth  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  directly  under  the  Admiral 
commanding  the  Eastern  Squadron,  since 
he  would  be  the  highest  naval  authority  in 
this  part  of  the  world.  I  doubted  in  Lon- 
dca,  and  still  continue  to  doubt,  if  any 
conditions  would'  be  imposed  upon  this 
transfer  at  such  a  time,  but  it  must  be 
clearly  understood  that  the  decision  on 
these  points  must  rest  absolutely  in  the 
hands  of  the  responsible  Government  of 
Australia  when  the  emergency  arises.  We 
want  the  most  effective  ships  and  the 
most  efficient  men  we  can  get  here, 
with  ample  prospects  of  advancement 
to  the  latter  when  they  merit  it.  We 
also  want  a  flexible  relation,  as  intimate 
as  possible,  between  our  Govenunmt  and 
the  Admiralty,  which  shall  encourage  the 
development  of  our  local  defence  to  the 
fullest  extent,  and  in  such  a  form  as  to 
supplement  to  the  best  advantage 
the  Imperial  Xavy  in  our  hemisphere. 
I  took  the  opportunity,  on  my  own 
personal  responsibility,  of  pressing  that 
upcMi  the  Admiralty  and  upon  the  British 
Government  as,  at  all  events,  one  means 
by  which 'our  flotilla  might  be  kept  entirely 
up  to  date,  its  Australian  character  main- 
tained, and  the  c(nitrol  of  the  Common- 
wealth Government  asserted.  Under  this 
plan  we  should  procure,  by  the  expenditure 
of  the  same  amount  o{  money,  a  far  more 
efiicient,  active,  and  progressive  service  than 
we  could  hope  to  do  with  a  navy  in  a  back 
water — a  service  solely  our  own,  and  limited 
by  our  exchequer.  It  would  then  be  practi- 
callv  a  branch  of  the  British  Fleet,  though 
under  the  Ccwnmonwealth,  so  far  as  politi- 
cal control  wa.t  concerned. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — There  would  be  divided 
control  in  time  of  war. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— No;  the  whole  control 
would  I>e  in  the  Commonwealth,  but  if  in 
a  time  of  danger  it  chose  to  place  its 
flotilla  under  the  command  of  the  Admiral 
on  this  station — and  in  the  event  of  opera- 
tions here  I  should  say  that,  in  almost 
pvcrv  circumstance,  one  can  imagine,  that 
would  probably  be  the  case — it  would  then 
pass  wholly  under  his  control  for  the  time 
being. 

Colonel  T-'oxTON. — But  if  it  did  not 
choose  to  do  so? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Parliament  would  re- 
t.iin  ilie  whole  control. 

Cohmel  Foxton. — We  would  have  this 
anomaly,  that  there  would  be  men  and 


officers  of  the  Royal  Navy  practically  un- 
able to  serve  therein. 

Mr.  DEAKIN".— Not  so,  and  whv? 
Because,  instead  of  being  taken  from  the 
Royal  Navy,  our  squadron  would  be  an 
addition  to  the  Royal  Navy,  and  would 
not  take  anything  from  that  Royal  Navy 
even  if  not  add^  to  it.  It  would,  per- 
haps, be  less  effectively  employed  apart, 
but,  whatever  it  did,  would  help  the 
British  Squadron  and  assist  to  protect  this 
part  of  the  Empire.  The  Royal  Navy 
could  lose  nothing  by  the  existence  of  a 
special  force,  created  and  maintained  at 
our  expense,  and  not  at  that  of  the 
British  taxpayer.  So  far  as  one  can  judge, 
almost  under  any  conceivable  conditions, 
the  Government  of  the  Commonwealth 
would  feel  that  its  safety  was  best  sen-ed 
by  placing  those  ships  under  the  control 
of  the  highest  naval  expert  in  these  seas. 

Colonel  Foxton. — Almost  certainly,  I 
should  think. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  should  say  so;  but, 
after  all.  a  Government's  responsibility 
is  to  their  people,  and  the  Government 
must  be  answerable  only  to  them 
directly.  To  part  with  its  ccKitrol  alto- 
gether would  be  to  part  with  the  Austra- 
lian character  of  this  local  Achilla,  which 
is  one  of  the  elements  that  we  hope  to  use 
for  the  development  of  the  maritime 
spirit  in  this  part  of  the  wwld.  By  its 
means  we  can  make  a  real  addition  to 
the  British  Navy.  Our  Squadron  being 
an  additicm,  although  part  of,  the  Royal 
Navy,  could  be  employed  with  its  ships 
to  our  mutual  great  advantage. 

Mr.  Salmon. — And  Australia  would  be- 
come a  recruiting  ground  for  the  Imperial 

Navy. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— As  it  would   to  the 

same  extent  in  no  other  way. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — It  would  be  an  auxiliary 
squadron. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — It  would  be  an  auxiliary 
squadron  in  the  sense  of  being  trained  in 
exactlv  the  same  wav  as  the  Royal  Navy, 
and,  therefore,  capable  of  acting  with  it 
as  an  auxiliary  just  as  troops  who  are 
drilled  together  can  act  together.  In  fact, 
it  would  be  part  of  the  British  Navy. 
The  question  between  us  at  present  is  not 
principally  one  affecting  our  present  pay- 
ment towards  the  uDkeejr  of^hf^-Smwdron. 
As  showing  th^''9WaaV^UWtte  Ad- 
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miralty  adopted  towards  the  subsidy,  Lord 
Tweedmouth  said — 

The  best  way  to  start  the  system  he  was  sug- 
gesting would  be  to  allocate  for  local  purposes 
certain  poitioas  of  the  subsidies  already  given. 
The  particular  purposes  to  which  that  mone^ 
shoula  be  devoted  snould  be  discussed  in  detail 
between  representatives  of  the  various  Colonies 
and  the  Admiralty,  so  that  a  thoroughly  good 
scheme  might  be  worked  out  in  the  end. 

The  real  questicm  is  one  of  control,  though 
that  only  emeiges  gradually  intQ  view  as 
the  negotiations  proceed.  The  problem  be- 
fore us  is  the  association  of  our  small 
naval  strength  with"  the  great  organization 
of  fleets  of  the  Mother  Country  so  as  to 
secure  the  highest  efficiency  and  unity 
without  sacrificing  our  right  to  the  consti- 
tutional control  of  our  own  funds,  and  of 
any  flotilla  built  and  maintained  at  our 
own  cost.  I  have  made  numerous  quota- 
tions because  honorable  members,  when 
they  come  to  read  them,  will  see  certain  in- 
consistendes  appearing  to  have  beset  Lord 
Tweedmouth's  mind  at  that  time — inevit- 
able contradictions  that  have  since  beaxne 
clear,  but  which  only  subsequent  events 
enabled  us  to  discover.  Honorable 
members  will  see  that  on  the  part  of  the 
Admiralty  there  are  to  be  no  more  demands 
CXI  Australia— no  official  claims  for  money. 
But  there  are  conditions  sought  to  be  im- 
posed though  these  differ  in  substance  from 
the  demands  originally  made  on  us.  Of 
course  hcMiorable  members  will  not  forget 
that  there  are  two  branches  of  naval  de- 
fence as  it  will  be  undertaken  by  the  Com- 
monwealth. First  there  is  the  British 
Squadron  for  which  we  make  a  oMitribution 
in  money.  It  is  with  that,  and  with  that 
alone,  that  the  Admiralty  are  dealing  in  the 
correspcmdence  presently  to  be  read.  But 
quite  apart  from  that,  there  is  about  to  be 
created  by  ourselves,  at  an  expendfture  of 
^£250, 000  a  year,  a  force,  towards  which 
the  Admiralty  will  not  contribute,  and 
over  which  they  can  claim  no  control 
except  that  which  this  Parliament  may  be 
pleased  to  give  them.  I  ask  honorable 
mecnbers  to  keep  in  their  minds  those  two 
separate  sets  of  proposals,  because  all  the 
references  made  by  the  Admiralty  relate 
cmly  to  our  present  contributitm  and  their 
Squadrcm.  We  pay  ^^200,000  a  year  to  that 
Squadron,  and  that  contribution  is  often 
ridiculed  overseas.  I  venture  to  say  that 
by  no  comparative  test  can  it  be  subjected 
to  ridicule.  It  will  compare  favorably  with 
the  ;^5o,ooo  a  year  contributed  by  Cape 
Colony,  with  the  ^40,000  a  year  con- 
tributed by  New  Zealand,  with  the  £35,000 


a  year  contributed  by  Natal,  and  with  the 
;^3,ooo  a  year  contributed  by  Newfound 
land.  While  the  expenditure  in  Canada 
amounts  to  ;^i85,ooo  a  vear.  it  is  for  the 
protection  of  her  own  fisheries,  on  docks 
which  her  vessels  have  to  use,  and  on  other 
matters  from  wEich  direct  local  axnmercial 
benefits  arise. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley.— Does  Canada 
contribute  nothing  to  the  British  Navy  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.  —  Not  directly;  she 
spends  ^185,000  on  services  which  not 
only  serve  Canadian,  but  also  Imperial 
ends,  and  are,  therefore,  counted  by  her  as 
a  contribution  towards  defence.  I  am  not 
criticising  that  a>urse,  and  certainly  am 
not  objecting  to  it,  but  point  out  that  we 
cannot  measure  that  expen^jtnre  of 
>;i85,ooo,  from  which  the  Canadians  get 
considerable  local  present  commercial  bene- 
fits, with  our  contribution  of  ;£2oo,ooo. 
from  which  we  get  nothing  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  FisHEB. — They  do  not  conceal  the 
fart  that  they  do  not  intend  to  pav  a  sub- 
sidy to  the  British  Navy. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— They  do  not  conceal 
that  fact;  but  I  am  not  called  upon  to 
criticise  them. 

Colonel  FoxTON.— Do  not  the  Straits 
Settlements    contribute   anything   to  the 

British  Navy  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIX. — A  small  amount  is  am- 
tributed,  but  that  is  a  Crown  Colony,  and 
I  am  dealing  with  self-gowrning  CoI<»iies. 
At  the  present  time,  the  Admiralty  haw- 
consented  to  compound,  so  to  speak,  the 
contribution  which  has  been  made  by  Natal 
hitherto,  and  propose  to  compomid  that 
made  by  Cape  Colony,  accepting  instead  of 
cash  a  naval  militia,  drilled  on  a  vessel 
which  is  to  be  provided  by  them,  and  also 
on  certain  submarines  and  destroyers,  to 
be  built  and  manned  locallv,  at  the  expense 
of  the  Coltxiv.  Under  what  control  they  are 
to  be  placed  I  am  not  informed.  It  is  in  pur- 
suance of  our  proposal  that  we  should  con- 
tribute in  kind,  instead  of  in  cash,  for  the 
further  terra  which  our  Naval  Agreement 
has  to  run,  and  that  it  should  be  amended 
to  that  end,  that  since  returning  from  Lon- 
don, having  been  in  communication  with 
the  Admiralty,  unc^ially,  since  August 
last,  and  officially  since  Seotember  last, 
about  the  25rd  September  I  sent  the  follow- 
ing cablegram — 

"  In  pursuance  of  my  convrrsntion.  Tweedmouth 
and  the  Admiralty  in  London,  and  Ewihg's  con- 
versation with  YourDBsteeftfency,  please  telegraph 
to    Admiralty     inquiring    whe^jter  follow!'' 
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proposals,  approved  loi  amendments  in  Naval 
Agreement,  substituting  for  present  Common- 
wealth subsidy — 

that  is  ;^20o.ooo  a  year- 
offer  one  thousand  seamen,  Australians  if  pos- 
sible, to  be  paid  by  Commonwealth  for  service 
in  Navy  on  this  Station,  estimated  cost  of  about 
;gioo,ooo  to  Commonwealth  per  annum,  re- 
mainder of  present  subsidy  to  be  applied  by 
Commonwealth  to  submersiblea  or  destroyerir  o' 
similar  local  defences,  as  suggested  London 
Conference.  Two  cruisers,  "P"  or  supenor, 
manned  by  400  of  the  1,000  Australians,  to  be 
retained  Australian  coast,  peace  or  war.  Loan 
of  two  "  P "  cruisers  or  superior,  to  be  mam- 
tained  by  Commonwealth  for  training  local 
Naval  Militia,  at  estimated  cost  to  Common- 
wealth of  ;£6o,ooo  per  annum.  This  proposed 
amendment  is  in  addition  to  Commonwealth  vote 
this  year— j^25o,ooo  for  naval,  harbor,  and 
coast  defence,  and  ;C5o,ooo  for  fortification 
haifMifl." 

That  is  a  proposal  by  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  this  Government,  we  oould  make  a 
contribution  not  open  to  the  objections 
raised  to  the  present  Agreement,  for  it 
would  be  a  contribution  of  men  instead  of 
money.  In  letting  our  contribution  take  that 
form,  we  should  be  considering  our  own  in- 
terests as  well  as  those  of  the  Navy.  The 
experience  our  men  would  gain  upcm  ships 
of  the  Royal  Navy  would  admirably  qualify 
them  for  manning  any  ships  that  might  be 
built  and  controlled  by  the  Commonwealth, 
rt  would  also  provide  for  their  receiving 
the  most  up-to-date  training.  Of  the  1,000 
Australian  seamen  whom  we  had  hoped  Ly 
this  means  to  have  qualifying  on  our  coast 
400  would  man  two  cruisers  stationed  on  our 
coasts.  The  "  P  "  cruisers,  I  may  say, 
are  regarded  as  going  out  of  date.  Still 
these  two  cruisers  manned  by  400  Aus- 
tralians, and  the  other  two  manned  by  our 
naval  militia,  would  at  all  events  bridge  the 
gulf  between  the  present  time  and  the  sea- 
son not  too  distant  when  the  Commonwealth 
will  prc^bly  have  ships  on  which  to  place 
them.  This  contribution  would  develop 
the  naval  strength  of  Australia,  relieve  the 
Admiraltv  of  the  cost  of  1,000  seamen,  and 
l)e  one  which,  I  thought,  thev  would  Ix- 
glad  to  arrept,  and  wf  xn\^ht  W  [)roud  to 
tender. 

Mr.  WiLKS.— It  is  mi-n  that  they  mostly 
need. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Not  in  other  parts  of 
the  world.  They  have  six  offerine  for 
everv  one  thev  are  able  to  take.  The  Roval 
Navy  has  the  pick  of  British  seamen.  We 
have  to  rememl)cr.  however,  that  ours  is  a 
remote  station,  and  that  crews  have  to  be 
sent  at  considerable  expense  over  long  dis- 
tances for  three  years'  service.    That  being 


so,  the  contribution  of  1,000  Australians 
would  afford  material  relief  to  the  Ad- 
miralty, and  be  a  substantial  support  to  the 
Squadron.   Our  despatch  of  i6th  October, 

1907,  which  summarises  the  history  of  the 
negotiations  to  date,  reads  as  follows — 

Prime  Minister, 
Melbourne,  i6th  October,  1907. 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  request  that  Your  Excel- 
lency will  commimicate  with  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  inviting  him  to  refer  the 
Admiralty  to  my  despatch  of  the  28th  August, 
1905,  of  which,  for  greater  convenience,  I  en- 
close a  copy.  {Commonwealth  Parliamentary 
Paper,  Senate,  No.  qS  (1906).] 

2.  The  subject  therein  dealt  with  has  been 
fully  and  thoughtfully  considered  during  the 
period  which  has  elajMed  since  it  was  writtco, 
not  oiily  by  Ministers  here,  but  also  during  tbe 
recent  Conference  in  London,  where  I  had  the 
great  advantage  of  personally  discussing  the 
matter  with  Lord  Tweedmouth  and  the  heads  of 
his  Department. 

3.  Speaking  generally,  the  further  considers, 
tion  which  has  been  given  strengthens  the  con- 
clusions put  forward  in  1905,  particularly  those 
in  which  I  dwelt  upon  the  fact  that  at  present 
none  of  our  grant  is  applied  to  any  distinctivelv 
Australian  purpose,  while  our  contribution  would 
seem  in  part  repaid  if  we  were  enabled  to  take 
a  direct  and  active  part  in  the  protection  of  onr 
shores  and  shipping.  Our  sole  aim  then,  as 
now,  was  that  of  uniting  with  the  Mother  Coun> 
try  in  the  necessary  preparations  for  nationil 
defence,  and  tbe  scheme  I  have  lately  submitted 
included  a  method  of  sharing  in  the  duty  of 
naval  defences  by  means  of  a  contribution  of 
Australian  seamen  instead  of  money,  which  is 
allied  to  the  provision  for  the  selection  and 
partial  training  of  the  crews  engaged  in  the 
proposed  steamer  service  as  members  of  tbe 
Royal  Navy  Reserve  formerly  submitted. 

4.  As  the  replies  received  to  the  despatch  of 
1905,  which  appear  also  on  the  paper  enclosed, 
expreued  disapproval  of  the  special  suggestion 
then  put  forward,  the  Government  now  invite 
reference  to  that  part  of  the  despatch  of  23rd 
May  in  which  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  intt* 
mate  that  other  aspects  of  the  matter  might  be 
viewed  with  favour.  A  specially  suitable  op- 
portunity for  discussing  these  was  presented  in 
coimexion  with  the  London  Conference,  when  tbe 
whole  question  was  ^erally  reviewed  as  far  as 
practicable,  considering  the  limited  time  at  onr 
disposal.  Lord  Tweedmouth,  speaking  on  be- 
half of  the  British  Government,  was  most  gene- 
rous, and  Ministers  have  confidence  that  the 
proposals  now  put  forward  by  the  Common- 
wealth in  consonance  with  his  sneeestioa  will 
be  adopted  upon  the  advice  of  the  Admiralty. 

5.  It  was  my  intention,  on  returning,  to  take 
immediate  steps  to  give  effect  to  the  general 
iiinlcrslandint;  nrrived  at  in  London  h.vl  not 
persoDftl  disabilities  prevented  me  from  giving  it 
until  recently  the  close  attention  which  its  de- 
tails demand.  After  several  conversatioiu  on 
the  subject  between  the  Minister  for  Defence,  on 
behalf  of  the  Ctovemment,  and  His  Excellency 
the  Admiral,  whose  freely-eivcn  assistance  hai 
been  most  highly  valued.  His  Excellency  was 
asked  to  telegraph  to  the  Admiralty  the  pro- 
posals of  this  Government  with  reference  to  the 
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Naval  Agreement  of  1901.  The  telegram 
which  I  sent  to  Admiral  (awkes  was  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"Confidential. — In  pursuance  of  my  conver- 
sation, Twecdmouth  and  the  Admiralty 
in  London,  and  Ewing's  conversation 
with  Your  Excellency,  please  telegraph 
to  Admiralty  inquiring  whether  follow- 
ing proposals,  approved  for  amend- 
ments in  Naval  Agreement,  substituting 
for  present  Commonwealth  subsidy  offer 
one  thousand  seamen,  Australians  if  pos- 
sible, to  be  paid  by  Commonwealth  for 
service  in  Navy  on  this  Station,  esti- 
mated cost  of  about  ;£ioo,ooo  to'  Com- 
monwealth per  annum,  remainder  of 
present'  subsidy  to  be  applied  by  Com- 
monwealth to  submersibles  or  destroyers, 
or  similar  local  defences,  as  suggested 
I.onrlon  Conference.  Two  cruisers,  '  P  ' 
or  superior,  manned  by  400  of  the  1,000 
Australians,  .to  be  retained  Australian 
roast,  peace  or  war.  iMti  of  two  'P' 
cruisers  or  superior,  to  1>e  maintained 
by  Commonwealth  for  training  local 
Naval  Militia,  at  estimated  cost  to  Com- 
monwealth of  /6o,ooo  per  annum.  This 
proposed  amendment  is  in  addition  to 
Commonwealth  vote  this  year — ^/350,ooo 
for  naval,  harbor,  and  coast  defence, 
and  ;£^so,ooo  for  fortification  harbors." 

6.  To  a  subsequent  in<juiry  by  the  Admiral  as 
to  whether  any  Australian  Naval  Reserve  that 
might  be  kept  up  would  be  included  in  the 
Naval  Militia,  a  reply  was  sent  that  it  had 
been  agreed  in  London  that  this  Government 
would  take  over  the  Naval  Reserve  in  Aus- 
tralia. 

7.  The  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth  is 
now  sitting,  and  members  anticipate  that  before 
they  rise  the  proposals  of  the  Government  in 
regard  to  naval  defence,  or  at  least  a  complete 
outline  of  them,  will  be  submitted  for  their  con- 
lideratiOD.  The  matter  is  therefore  urgent,  and 
it  was  hoped  that  some  general  indication  of  ap- 
proval by  the  Admiralty  of  the  principles  of  the 
proposal  forwarded,  perhaps  coupled  with  criti- 
cisms of  some  portion  of  it,  might  have  been 
given  by  cable.  The  suggestions  were  made  in 
the  same  spirit  as  that  which  inspired  the  de- 
spatch of  August,  1905,  and  were  mtended  as  a 
groundwork  which  might  become  the  basis  of  a 
formal  proposal  to  be  conveyed  despatch. 

8.  I  am  writing  this  now  expectmg  that  it  will 
reach  England  in  time  to  be  considered  in  con- 
nexion with  the  cable  message  from  the  Admiral, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  suppdrting  the  proposals 
therein  made.  These  have  been  evolved,  and 
are  now  put  forward  in  the  belief  that  they  will 
form  a  means  of  promoting  and  enlarging  that 
national  co-operation  and  fostering  that  stronger 
sense  of  mutual  support  alluded  to  in  my  former 
despatch. 

9.  That  communication  concluded  with  a  state- 
ment that  the  very  life  of  the  Empire  depends 
on  the  Navy,  and  pointed  out  the  necessity  for 
taking  every  step  possible  to  increase  our  mari- 
time strength  to  enable  us  to  meet  all  emer- 
gencies that  International  diflSculties  may  create. 
That  opinion  becomes  more  deeply  rooted  in 
view  of  the  consistent  efforts  of  rival  foreign 
powers  to  increase  their  iuBuence.  It  is  the 
conviction  of  Hinisten  that  our  proposed  ex- 
penditure on  defensive  craft,  which,  wutle  satis- 
fying the  desire  for  a  visible  and  ever-fresent 
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means  of  immediate  protection,  would  yet  be 
capable  of  effective  employment  in  co>operatioa 
with  His  Majesty's  largest  ships  upon  our 
coasts,  would  materially  foster  the  desire  among 
our  people  for  a  sea  cstreer,  and  so  increase  our 
maritime  resources  in  a  direction  in  which  im- 
provement is  greatly  needed. 

10.  I  shall  be  glad  if  Your  Excellency  will  re- 
quest that  this  communication  be  forwarded  to 
the  Admiralty  without  delay,  and  will  commend 
it  to  their  immediate  and  favorable  considera- 
tion. 

It.  If  the  scheme  suggested  is  approved,  some 
amendment  will  be  necessary  in  the  Naval 
Agreement  of  1903,  which  forms  the  idiedule  to 
our  Naval  Agreement  Act  of  1903.  Article 
VIII.  will  require  to  be  recast,  and  some  minor 
alterations  made  in  Articles  V.  and  VII.,  and, 
perhaps,  XII.,  but  the  precise  form  can  be 
settled  later. 

12.  Perhaps  the  Secretary  of  State  will  sug- 
gest to  the  Admiralty  that  they  should  submit  a 
draft  of  any  amendments  necessary  to  give  effect 
to  the  foregoing  propoalsr. — I  have,  &c.,  (Sgd.^ 
Alfred  Deakin. 

Govemor-General,  His  Excellency,  The  Right 
Honorable  Lord  Northcote,  G.C.M.G., 
G.C.I.E.,  &c. 

That  despatch  was  followed  by  certain 
unimportant  cablegrams,  and  ultimately  by 
the  following  cabled  reply  to  our  trffer  from 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty — 

Referring  to  your  telegram  of  6th  December, 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  point 
out  that  scheme  proposed  in  your  despatch.  No. 
249,  goes  beyond  genera!  undertaking  arrived  at 
during  Conference.  After  full  consideration, 
they  regret  that  they  cannot  accept  these  pro- 
posals as  they  sian<l  as  basis  of  new  agreement 
in  substitution  for  Naval  Agreement. 

They  adhere  to  the  position  taken  up  at  Con- 
ference, that  while  they  did  not  themselves  pro- 
pose to  cancel  the  existing  agreement,  they  were 
prepared  to  co-operate  with  the  Colonial  Go- 
vernments if  any  alteration  was  desired  by  them, 
but  so  long  as  the  existing  agreement  is  not  can- 
celled, the  Admiralty  is  precluded  from  making 
the  necessary  strategical  disposition  of  Naval 
Forces,  and,  therefore,  the  first  condition  of  any 
new  arrangement  must  be  the  cancellation  of  the 
agreement. 

After  what  I  ha\«  said  as  to  tbe  present 
policy  of  concentration  that  is  readily  in- 
telligible to  honorable  members. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Any  new  arrange- 
ment would  have  to  be  by  mutual  consent. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Certainly.  Then  they 
proceed — 

The  Admiralty  fear  that  they  are  not  in  posi- 
tion now  to  express  opinion  on  the  details  of  the 
scheme,  which  have  not  been  yet  put  forward  in 
sufficient  detail  to  form  basis  of  a  new  agree- 
ment. _  Your  Premier  appeared  at  Conference 
to  realize  that  under  scheme  then  sketched  by 
him  Admiralty  would  not  be  bound  to  maintain 
any  particular  ships  permanently  in  Australian 
waters,  and  their  Lordships  are  prepared  to  ad- 
vise aod  assist  in  carrying  out^eitber  the  scheme 
submitted  by  Mr.  Rfij^Uft  ft^VCprt^^Bttcj^  anv 
approved  modified  scheme  for  locU  defence, 
provided  that  such  a  scheme  does  not  involve 
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a  definite  pledge  to  maintaia  paiticular  vessels 
permanently  in  Australian  waters.  Before  any 
definite  conclusion  can  be  arrived  at,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  Govern* 
ment  of  New  Zealand  as  to  any  proposed  altera- 
tions, and,  further,  Admiralty  desire^  it  to  be 
understood  that  no  increase  of  Imperial  expen- 
diture beyond  that  involved  in  the  existing  agree- 
ment can  be  entertained— 

These  are  the  last  words,  and  the  most  im- 
portant in  the  communication — 
and  regard  it  as  essential  complete  control  in 
time  of  war  over  local  forces  must  be  secured 
to  Commander-in-Chief. 

That  means  the  Admiral  on  this  station.  It 
is  a  stipulation  for  his  control,  irrespective 
of  the  consent  Of  the  Commonweahh  Go- 
vernment, of  all  the  "  P  "  cruisers,  or,  at 
all  events,  of  the  two  manned  by  400  men, 
and  possibly  of  any  smaller  craft  built  by 
us  with  the'  remainder  of  the  present  sub- 
sidy. While  we  are  invited  to  talce  a 
leading  part  in  naval  defence,  that  leading 
part  is  to  be  confined  to  times  of  peace 
so  far  as  our  control  is  concerned,  and 
is  to  involve  no  control  in  time  of  war. 

Mr.  Fisher. — That  is  impossible. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  replied  in  these  terms 
on  Mcmday  last — 

Cablegram  received  with  thanks  for  prompt 
reply.  Ministers  are  unable  to  gather — (i)  As- 
suming e.\isting  agreement  cancelled,  what 
amendments  Admiralty  propose  in  new  agree- 
ment in  addition  to  those  mentioned  in  despatch 
of  October  i6th,  paragraph  eleven  (11); 

in  which  I  indicated  what  articles  in  the 
present  Agreement  would  need  to  Ije 
amended  if  the  Government's  proposal  were 
adopted — 

or  (2)  in  what  respects  their  proposal  goes  be- 
yond the  general  understanding  at  the  Confer- 
ence; or  (3)  beyond  any  scheme  submitted  by 
Dcakin  at  the  Conference,  Ministers  wish  to 
learn  whether  allusion  to  particular  ships  main- 
tained permanently  Australian  waters  refers  any- 
thing more  than  cruisers  manned  by  Australians; 
also  what  increase  in  Imperial  expenditure  is 
involved  if  their  proposals  are  accepted.  Con- 
trol of  vessels  built  and  maintained  at  Common- 
wealth expense  must  rest  with  its  Parliament, 
which  would  place  them  under  Commander-in-Chief 
whenever  that  was  deemed  necessary.  Ministers 
hoped  that  scheme  by  which  these  vessels  would 
be  maintained  at  standards  of  Royal  Navy, 
both  ofiScers  and  men  being  trained  in  and  pass- 
ing through  the  Navy  when  not  serving  on  Aus- 
tralian coast,  would  mean  creation  efficient 
luxiliary  force  of  value  to  the  Empire  and  prc- 
(cdent  for  other  Dominions.  New  Zealand  has 
been  informed  of  the  proposals,  and  will  be 
again  communicated  with  on  receipt  of  reply  to 
this. 

That  is  the  stage  at  which  the  negotia- 
tions at  present  stand.  The  impression 
left  upon  my  mind  by  my  visit  to  London 
was  that  the  proposals  made  by  us,  and 


roughly  simimarized  in  the  notes  from  which 
1  recently  read,  would  be  accepted  cordially. 
I  wish  it  to  be  clearly  understood,  howem, 
that  this  does  not  imply  that  the  Admiralty 
itself,  which  is  the  authority  now  negotiat- 
ing with  us,  speaking  as  the  Admiralty,  was 
committed  to  any  definite  view.  But,  having 
met  leading  members  of  the  Admiralty  Com- 
mission and  some  of  their  leading  officers, 
including  most  of  the  Intelligence  Branch, 
and  having  discussed  matters  with  them 
at  great  length  and  in  detsul,  it  appeared  tu 
me  that  the  demand  for  control  first  put  for- 
ward had  been  modified,  and  that  we  had 
every  reason  to  expect  a  glad  welcome  to 
our  offer.  For  that  reason,  amongst  others, 
I  proceeded  deliberately  and  with  rnnfidenre 
ill  the  preliminary  negotiations  to  which 
allusion  has  been  made.  I  by  no  means 
despair  of  my  proposition,  and  trust  that 
the  view  now  expressetl  by  the  Admiralty' 
will  not  be  maintained  for  any  length  of 
time.  We  had  the  great  advantage,  before 
submitting  it.  of  receiving  the  kind  assist- 
ance of  His  Excellency  Sir  Wilmot  Favrkes. 
When  our  proposal  is  fully  weighed  and 
considered,  it  should  commend  itself  to  the 
Admiralty  as  a  whole,  as  I  know  it  did  to 
some  of  its  prominent  Lords  and  their 
advisers.  Hoping  to  have  met  the  House 
with  a  complete  agreement,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances it  appeared  advisable  to  take 
honorable  members  entirely  into  our  confi- 
dence, and  I  ha\-e  therefore  infOTmed  them 
of  the  whole  of  the  official  corununicatiois 
to  date.  This  is  one  of  the  questions  which 
will  require  to  be  carefully  pond«ed 
before  our  reassembling,  when  we  shall 
proceed  to  deal  with  the  Ministerial 
proposal  for  a  vote  of  ;^25o,ooo  towards 
building,  maintaining  and  manning,  a  small 
flotilla  of  our  own.  The  Admiralty  is  ap- 
parently endeavouring  to  insist  upon  exer- 
cising its  authority  in  time  of  war  to  distri- 
bute its  vessels  where  it  pleases.  I  do  not 
deny  that  it  might  be  a  wise  thing  for  our 
flotilla  to  be  attached  to  the  concentrated 
British  Fleet  on  these  seas,  and  even  to 
proceed  with  it  to  a  considerable  distance 
from  our  coast  to  cope  with  the  enemv. 
The  modern  naval  doctrine  appears  to  be 
Napoleonic— that  you  should  always  be  in 
greater  force  than  your  enemy  at  the  par- 
ticular point  of  attack.  I  do  not  dispute  that 
this  might  be  the  wisest  tactic,  and  am  far 
from  doubting  the  fitness  of  the  Admiral 
of  the  station  to  advise  the  Got'^oment  of 
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On  the  professional  side,  I  offer  no 
opinion.  What  I  contend  for  is  a  con- 
stitutional, not  a  naval,  principle.  Even 
a  desirable  thing  loses  much  of  its  de- 
sirableness when  an  attempt  is  made  to 
force  it  on  a  self-governing  community, 
having  the  right  to  choose  its  own  path, 
and  accept  the  consequences.  It  will  be 
dangerous  for  the  Admiralty  to  insist  on 
a  supremacy  which,  if  misadventure  befel, 
would  place  the  whole  responsibility  upon 
them.  The  Government  of  the  Common- 
wealth, representing  the  Australian  people, 
is  entitled  in  this,  as  in  every  other  matter, 
to  speak  and  act  for  them.  I  have  indi- 
cated how  in  my  opinion  it  would  act. 
Weighing  its  responsibilities,  it  must  flo 
what  it  believes  best  in  the  interests  of  the 
people.  From  this  priiKiple  there  can  be 
no  departure.  I  now  turn  to  the  proposals 
for  expenditure  on  what  I  will  term,  for 
the  sake  of  distinction,  our  local  naval 
forrai.  I  had  occasion  in  London  to  object, 
and  wish  now,  to  object,  to  the  sense  in 
which  those  words  are  often  c(»istrued.  I 
maintained  at  both  Conferences,  in  1887, 
when  representing  only  Victoria,  and 
in  1907,  when  I  had  the  honour  to  repre- 
sent the  Commonwealth,  that  accepting 
the  doctrine  that  the  Empire  is  one — which 
IS  the  only  true  foundation  for  Imperial 
sentiment — we  must  recognise  that  all  the 
means  of  defending  any  part  of  it  are  Im- 
perial. Ships  protecting  the  Australian 
coast  are  as  much  Imperial  as  any  that 
are  protecting  the  Mother  Coimtry,  and  the 
naval  force  under  the  Union  Jack  and 
Southern  Cross  that  beats  off  a  hostile 
power  in  the  Australian  seas  is  as  much 
Imperial  as  any  under  the  Union  J  ark 
alone.  Although  "  local  defence "  pro- 
perly defines  craft  which  cannot  be  sent 
long  distances,  and  therefore  operate  al- 
ways within  a  certain  radius,  to  the  full 
extent  of  its  efficiency,  it  is  Imptrial  as 
well.  In  speaking  of  our  lor:ai  defence.  I 
speak  of  vessels  whose  sphere  is  practically 
limited  to  Australian  waters.  Yet  these 
will  be  engaged  in  the  defence  of  the  Em- 
pire just  as  much  as  if  they  fought  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Thames.  Those  who  hear 
mo  will  remember  how  Lord  Tweedmouth 
alludes  to  the  value  of  such  a  flotilla.  It 
would  be,  he  said,  "of  great  assistance,"  of 
"much  help,"  of  "  «iormous  advantage.' 
Local  defence  is  Imperial  defence  at  a 
particular  spot,  but  none  the  less  Imperial 
on  that  account.  With  vessels  built  for, 
and  presently,  I  hope,  built  by  Australians, 


manned  by  Australians,  trained  and  kept 
up  to  the  Royal  Navy  standard,  we  shall 
be  gratifying  Australian  aspirations,  while 
making  the  most  leal  OHitribution  to  the 
defence  of  the  Empire.     In  providing 
that  part  of  our  defence  which  will  be 
absolutely  under  our  own  control,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  reasonable  to  [sooeed  from  the 
ports  and  the  shores  outwards.  We  shouM 
commence  by  furnishing  the  naval  defeww 
necessary  or  advisable  to  supplement  oui 
shore  defences,  and  having  provided  for 
the  harbors,  establish  a  zone  round  them 
which    would    permit    free    exit  and 
entrance     for     vessels     in     times  of 
war.    Hereafter   we   shall   also  provide 
other  and  more  powerful  vessels  for  coastal 
defence.    It  seems  a  reasonable  thing  to 
begin  at  our  centres.     Most  of  our  great 
cities  are  on  or  near  the  coa^t.     We  have 
a  large  and  valuable  commerce,  Inter-State 
as  well  as  oversea,  which  requires  to  be 
taken  into  consideration.    Local  naval  de- 
fence demands  vessels  and  men.  After 
what  I  said  at  the  outset,  honorable  mem- 
bers will  suflSdently  'realize  that  those  ves- 
sels, even  though  they    may    be  small, 
carrying  comparatively   small  crews,  will 
be    extremely    complicated,    and  highly 
specialized,  needing  highly  expert  seamen. 
These  will  have  to  be  picked  as  they  are 
picked  in    the  Imperial  Navy.      Men  in 
their  prime,  chosen  for  their  capacity,  and 
subjected  to  thorough  training  will  be  re- 
quired.    In  1887,  when  returning  from 
the  first  Conference    which    I    had  the 
honour  to  attend,  I  expressed  the  aspira- 
tion that  I  might  live  to  see  the  dav  when, 
in  place  of  subsidizing  a  Squadron,  Aus- 
tralia would  supply  ships  built,  manned, 
and   commanded   by   Australians.  That 
time  is  now  arriving.     But  the  conflict  of 
opinion  as  to  the  best  means  of  defence 
and  the  particular  tvpe   of   vessel  most 
advantageous  under  our  circumstances  is 
acute  in  the  Mother  Country,  and  echoed 
here.     I  am  not  competent  to  decide  the 
question,  but  Lord  Tweedmouth,  speaking 
for  the  Admiralty  at  the  Imperial  Con- 
ference, stronglv  recommended  submarines. 
They  were,  he  said,  the  weapons  of  the 
future.     They  were  directly  suggested  by 
him  to  Sir  Joseph  Ward  as  suitable  for 
the    New    Zealand    coast,    and    he  ex- 
pressed   the    opinion    that    before  long 
they    would    supersede    destroyers.  He 
asserted   that   they   were  the  best  wea- 
pons available.     In  these^  dreuiDBUnces, 
having  regard  to'^'^Sf^MbaPVft^fes,  it 
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would  be  unwise  for  us   to   reject  his 
counsel.     Even  in  face  of  the  fact  that 
high  authoritv,   that  men  well  known'  to 
as  and  to  the  Empire  as  experts  of  very 
high  standing,  such  as  Sir  George  Syden- 
ham Clarke,  who,  although  a  soldier,  has 
made  a   study    of    naval  defence,  also 
Admiral  Cyprian  Bridges,  and   some  of 
our    own    naval  cheers,   ccMisider  that, 
though  the  submarine  may  prove  to  be  the 
most  effective  instrument  in   the  future, 
its  superiority  has  not  been  dem(Xistrated 
as  yet,  our  intention  is  to  adopt  this  type 
of  defence,  if  possible.  So  far  as  I  could 
judge  from  the  members  of  the  Admiralty, 
from    their   officers,    and    iiom  criticism 
in  London,   the  main  opinion   of  what 
might  be  termed  the  younger  generation  is 
almost    entirely    in      its    favour.  We 
cannot  shut  our   eves   to  the   fact  that 
every  powerful  maritime  nation   to-day  is 
largely  adding  to  the  number  of  its  sub- 
marines.    None  of  them  have  abandoned 
their  experiments  or  reduced  their  num- 
bers, though  it  may  be  admitted,  and  is 
perfectly  true,  that  the  submarine,  as  well 
as  other  vessels,  is  by  no  means  perfected, 
and   Is   undergoing   frequent  alterations. 
Though  authorities  differ,  the  submarine  is 
admitted  to  be  a  most  potent  form  of  wea- 
jjon  if  it  were  only  be<';iuse  cf  its  moral  ef- 
fect upon  an  attacking  siiuadron.  Having 
had  an  opportunity  at  Portsmouth  of  seeing 
these  curious,  porpoise-like  vessels,  as  they 
approached,   gradually    submerging  until 
nothing  but  the  perisco]>es  appeared  above 
the  surface,  these,  t(x>,  disappearing  and 
leavang    no   trace   of   their  mo\«ments, 
the  spectacle  was  very  convincing.  Pre- 
sently   they    returned    to   the  surface. 
Now,  seeing  the  facility  with  which  thev 
could    cease    to    be   visible,    it  became 
evident    how    demoralizing    it    must  Jdc 
to  those    in  charge    of    battle-ships  or 
cruisers   to   know   that   in   their  vicinity 
— where    they    do    not    know    and  can- 
not discover — there  are  enemies  of  insidious 
approach,  capable  of  doing  immense  dam- 
age.   Consequently,  after  the  best  consi- 
deration we  could  give  to  the  matter,  in 
face  of  admitted  differences  of  opinion, 
it    seems    to    us    that    for  Australian 
harlx>r  defence,  and  even  for  spaces  imme- 
diately surrounding  a  harbor's  mouth,  in 
which  hostile  vessels  would  require  to  He  if 
they  endeavoured  to  bottle  up  our  shipping, 
the  submarine  is  prohablv  the  best  weapon. 
We  have  referred   to  submersibles.  which 
honorable  meml>ers.  no  doubt,  are  aware  are 
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larger  v-essels  with  two  motive  powers,  one 
using  coal  or  oil  when  the  vessel  is  on  the 
surface,  and  the  other  using  electricity,  or 
possibly  petrol,  when  the  vessel  is  below 
the  surface.      Though  not  as  favoured  as 
submarines,  it  is  possible  that  they  may 
iprove  to  be  even  better  suited    to  some 
of  our  ports,  but  that   is   a  matter  for 
detailed  consideraticm.    When  I  spoke  xc- 
cently  of  the  strain  to  which  <rf;ainen  in 
modern  vessels  are  always  subjected,  it  is 
to  be  recollected  that  this  is  especially  true 
of   submarines   and    sutwnersibles.  The 
youngest,  most  gallant,  and  ablest  officers 
of  the  Navy  are  selected  for  this  service ; 
immensely  proud  they  are  of  their  task, 
and  never  in  the  slightest  degree  afraid  of 
the  risks  that  it  involves.    But  it  must  be 
recognised  that  the  maintenance  of  sub- 
marines in  an  efficient  condition  means,  as 
I  have  said,  a  change  every  three  years 
or  so  in  order  to  relieve  the  strain  up<Mi 
the  crews  and  in  order  to  improve  their 
training.     Ccmsequently,   if  we  have  a 
land-hxked  navy,  our   suUnarines  would 
possibl}-   become'  unsuitable,   because  we 
could  not  rely  upon  the  crews  and  offi- 
cers l)emg  kept  up  to  the  highest  state  of 
efhciencx.     It  is    pointed   out   by  Lwd 
Tweedniouth  that  the  higher  ratings,  even 
of  the  ordinary  British  seaman,  take  six 
years  to  gain,  >and  that  all  officers  serve 
eight  vears  before  they  reach  even  the  rank 
of  lieutenant.  Those  employed  (hi  submarines 
in   particular    require   a    specially  laig 
and  severe  training.     Honorable  members 
will  now  perceive  the  purpose  of  the  re- 
marks which  I  made  at  the  outset.  The 
smallest  vessels,  and  perhaps  these  mm 
than  all  others,  require  CTews  of  great 
skill  and  capacity,  high  scientific  training 
as  well  as  very  great  courage  and  resource, 
and  vet  it  is  upon  these  apparently  that 
Australians  in  the  first  instance  should  rely. 
The  best  submarines  are  those  at  present 
known  as  the  C  class.    I  have  seen  three 
classes,  A,  B,  and  C.    The  C  class  will 
probably  in  a  short  time  be  surpassed  by  the 
D  class,  now  in  prospect.    The  C  class  is  at 
present  the   most  modern  submarine  in 
Great  Britain.      We  shall  probably  iko- 
pose  to  the  House,  subject  to  a  condition  I 
will  mention  presently,  that  three  of  these 
should  be  purchased  each  year  for  three 
years,  and  that  in  addition  to  them  two  tor- 
pedo Iwiat  (coastal)  destrovers,  the  most  up- 
to-date  of  their  class  should  be  built  an- 
nuallv  for  thn-e  vears.   /this  would  give 
us  at  the  end  ©i'Siti^ittf  S»ta^g*Se  sub- 
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marines  and  six  torpedo  boat  (coastal)  de- 
stroyers— fifteen  small  vessels  in  commis* 
sion  after  the  three  years'  programme  is 
completed.  Of  course,  these  would  be  out- 
side the  Naval  Agreement,  and  remain 
S3lely  under  Commonwealth  control,  al- 
though, as  before  stated,  in  my  judgment 
they  would  be  treated  in  the  same  way  as 
any  built  under  the  new  Agreement  in  time 
of  war.  The  torpedo  boat  (coastal)  df- 
stroyer  is  fitted  with  turbine  engines,  oil 
fuel,  three  torpedo  tubes,  and  also  carries 
two  twelve-pounders.  She  would  have  a 
speed  of  twenty-six  knots,  and  a  comple- 
ment of  thirty-three  men.  The  C  class  of 
submarines,  whose  details,  as  I  have  said, 
maybe  somewhat  altered  in  the  D  class,  would 
have  an  approximate  speed  on  the  surface 
of  fourteen  knots,  with  a  speed  when  sub- 
merged of  ten  knots ;  two  periscopes,  and 
two  propellers.  The  method  of  propul- 
sion would  be  by  electricity  or  petrol,  they 
would  be  provided  with  two  torpedo  tubes, 
and  would  have  a  crew  of  sixteen.  The 
first  cost  of  a  first-class  torpedo  boat 
(coastal)  destroyer  would  be  ;£42,ooo. 
Two  therefore  would  cost  ;^84,ooo,  and 
there  would  be  some  expense  connected  with 
bringing  them  to  Australia  if  they  w^e 
brought  from  the  other  side  of  the  world, 
about  which  I  shall  say  something  presently. 
A  submarine  costs  ^^50,000,  and  ji^SiOoo 
more  to  deliver  in  Australia.  The  total 
cost  of  each  here  would  therefore  be 
;iC55.ooo,  and  three  would  cost  _/?i65,ooo. 
The  cost  for  the  year  for  two 
first-class  torpedo  boat  (coastal)  de- 
stroyers and  three  submarines  would  amoimt 
to  ;£249,ooo,  or  almost  exactly  the  sum  we 
propose  to  vote,  leaving  j^iiooo  towards 
the  expense  of  bringing  the  torpedo  boat 
(coastal)  destroyers  out  to  Australia. 
The  cost  for  the  upkeep  of  these  little  ves- 
sels may  be  far  more  than  honorable  mem- 
bers anticipate.  The  cost  of  oil,  fuel, 
stores,  and  repairs  of  a  first-class  tor- 
pedo boat  (coastal)  destroyer  would  be 
^6.725.  The  wages  for  a  complement  of 
thirty-three  men  at  naval  rates,  including 
a  colonial  allowance  of  3s.  a  day,  but  with- 
out victualling,  would  amount  to  ;£4,500, 
leanng  the  total  charge  for  the  upkeep  of 
these  vessels  nearly  2,000  a  year.  The 
cost  in  the  case  of  submarines  at  naval 
rates  of  pay  and  our  special  allowance 
would  be  for  each  shore  base  of  four  men 
jCsyo.  For  each  submarine,  double  crews 
of  sixteen  each,  ;^5.65o,  and  for  each  small 
vessel  or  tug  associated  with  them,  with  ten 


mwi,  ^1,180,  or  a  tdtal  of  ^^^7,500.  Then 
repairs,  sea  stores,  petrol,  and  victualling 
would  take  ^£3,600,  making  a  total  of 
over     1 1,000  a  year.  I  need  not  enter  into 
details  with  respect  to  clothing,  pensions 
and  so  on.    The  total  charge  tor  upket']), 
without  the  charge   for  the    tug,  would 
amount  to  about  ^£57,000  for  five  vessels 
for  the  first  year.  The  expenditure  would 
rise  to      14,000  for  the  second  year,  and 
to  ;£i7i,ooo  when  the  third  year's  opera* 
tions  were  completed.    These  figures  are, 
at    all    events,    sufficiently    near  for 
present  purposes.     The  complete  scheme 
would  give  us  two  submarines  for  New 
Souch  Wales,  two  for  Victoria,  two  for 
Queensland,    one    perhaps   at  Thursday 
Island,  and   one   each    for   South  Aus- 
tralia, Western  Australia,  and  Tasmania, 
and  one  torpedo  boat  (coastal)  destroyer  for 
the  chief  harbor  of  each  State.    The  pro- 
bable period  of  usefulness  of  these  vessels 
is  reckoned  at  fifteen  years,  and  allowing 
;^^50,ooo  a  year,  which  would  be  one- 
fifteenth  cf  the  total  cost,  the  annual  out- 
lay on  ccHUpletim  of  the  present  proposals 
would   be  ;^22 1,000,   Without  mcluding 
interest,  say,  ;^25o,ooo  a  year.  Whether 
these  precise  vessels  will  be  chosen  will  be 
determined  partly  by  the  association  we 
are  able  to  tonn  with  the  Royal  Navy 
through  the  Admiralty,  and  partly  on  the 
possibility  that  local  advices  may  suggest 
bome  change.     We   do  not    feel  that  it 
would    be    judicious    to    endeavour  even 
to    look     forward    further    than  three 
years,     but,     following     the  principle 
to    which   I   ha^e   already   alluded,  if 
after  the  three  years  the  protective  force 
be   considered    insufficient,    probably  it 
would   then   be   wisest    for   us  to  ac- 
quire a  torpedo   destroyer,    of  a  larger 
type  than  is  at  present  current,  or,  at  least, 
as    large    as    the    latest    modern  type, 
ami  capable  of  ocean-going  coasta'  service. 
It  must,  ho\ve\er,  always  be  remembered 
tliat  in  the  heavy  seas  which  frequently 
occur  along  the  Australian  coast  the  largc.st 
torpedo  boat  destroyer  that  you  could  lind 
would    sometimes    be    rendered  almost 
powerless  for  rapid  and  effective  action, 
and  that,  as  the  great  security  for  its  own 
safety,  if  confronted  with  a'vessel  carry- 
ing heavy  metal,  is  speed,  when  that  is 
lost  the  efficiency  of  even   large  coastal 
destroyers  is  much  to  be  doubted.  But 
probably  by  the  time  we  are  able  to  under- 
take them,  there  may  be^further  develop- 
ments, which   w^Iditi^nvA^QQjghlf  the 
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apprehensions  entertained  at  present.  Even 
as  to  ocean-going  destroyers,  as  the\-  are 
called,  there  is  also  a  division  of  opinion. 
It  will  be  necessary  to  obtain  our  first 
sutanarines  and  coastal  destroj'ers  from 
Great  Britain,  but  if  the  general  offers  we 
have  already  received  jwove  upon  examina- 
tiwi  to  be  satisfactory,  there  are  prospects 
that  some,  if  not  all,  of  those  needed  in  the 
second  or  third  years  may  be  locally  built, 
even  if  certain  special  parts  are  allowed  to 
be  imported.    The  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  to  build  as  many  as  possible  here, 
since  the  vessels,  whether  originally  imported 
or  not,  will  require  to  be  repaired  and  re- 
fitted in  Australia.     Besides  the  vessels, 
which  would  form  a  harbor  and,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  a  coastal  defence  in  our  three 
years*  proposal,  the  Government,  having 
obtained,  in  May,  1906,  from  the  Imperial 
Defence  Committee,  a  report  which  deals 
with  lights  and  armaments  for  the  shore 
forts,  have  adopted  its  general  principles 
and  are  applying  them.  The  new  armament 
recommended  is  thai  of  the  6-inch  mark 
VII.  breech-loading  guns,  whidi,  together 
with    mountings    and    works,   will  cost 
^162,000  when  cOTiplete.     Xew  electric 
lights,  engines,  and  works  will  cost  nearly 
j^2^,QOQ.     Ammunition — with  the  requi- 
site   reserves    and    supplies  —  will  cost 
^^107, 000.      We  are  devoting  ;^50,ooo 
this  year,  and  propose,  so  far  as  we  have 
responsibility,  to  continue  that  sum  each 
year,  until  our  fixed  defences  are  brought 
up  to  the  standard.     They  will  probably 
take  between  five  and  six  years  to  complete, 
by  which  time  we  shall  efficiently  light  prac- 
ticallv  e\-ery  port  in  Australia,  and  have 
their  armaments  of  such  a  character  as  to 
render  most  material  assistance  to  our  naval 
defence,  in  offering  a  determined  resistance 
to  any  cruisers  we  are  likely  to  see  in  these 
waters.    A  large  in\asion  is  not  expected, 
but  we  must  be  prepared  for  sudden  raids. 
When  we  have  obtained  another  model,  we 
have  every   reason    to  believe  that  the 
carriages   for  these  guns  can  be  made  in 
Australia.     Plans  and   specifications  are 
being  obtained,  and  we  shall  soon  be  pre- 
pared to  call  for  tenders.    The  total  ex- 
penditure proposed   for  gius,  mountings, 
and  works,  lights,  engines,  and  ammuni- 
tion, is  ;^292,ooo,  or  say,  ^^300,000.  All 
my  figures,  honorable  members  will  notice, 
are  in  round  numbers.  I  have  them  given 
here  in  detail,  but  the  alterations  are  so 
constant  that  in  estimates  for  the  future 
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they  can  only  be  taken  as  appr<»dmations 
in  every  case. 

Mr.  WiLKs. — Those  are  not  your  own 
calculations,  are  they  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Heaven  forbid  I  A 
speci6c    acknowledgement   ought    to  be 
made;  of  the  fact  that  practically  the  whole 
of  the  material  I  am  now  using  has  been 
prepared  by  the  indefatigable  energy  and 
perseverance  of  my  colleague,  the  Minister 
of  Defence.   It  pleases  him  to  affect,  in  Par- 
liament and  elsewhere,  to  treat  his  resiponsi- 
bilities  lightly;  but,  although,  in  the  State 
and  here,  I  have  been  in  several  Minis- 
tries, X  have  never  had  a  colleague  more 
Hioroughly  devoted  to  his  work,  or  who  has 
given  more  time  and  ability  to  the  conduct 
of  his  Department.   At  present  our  Na\-al 
Force  is  inconsiderable  in  numbers,  and 
relatively  inconsiderable  in  cost    We  are 
fortunate  in  having  several  very  excellent 
officers  at  the  head  of  affairs,  who  have 
done  us  good  service,  and  whose  work  is 
not  to  be  forgotten.    They  will  be  asso- 
ciated, while  they  are  serviceable,  with  any 
scHeme  which  we  propose.    We  have  also 
a  nimiber  of  men  of  excellent  physique, 
character,  and  service,  and,  so  far  as  they 
can  maintain  their  efficiency,  they  will  be 
retained.    If  oiu*  offer  to  the  Admiralty 
of    a    thousand    Australian    seamen  is 
not    acepted,    we   shall    have    to  find 
S(xne  other  means  of  training  those  who 
have  the  taste  or  disposition  for  sea  life. 
Owing  chiefly  to  the  exertions  of  philan- 
thropic gentlemen,  there  are  in  Australia 
to-day  a  number  of  bodies  of  naval  cadets 
of    a    promising    character.      Some  of 
them  consist  of  very  young  boys,  but  really 
the  display  they  make,  their  efficiency  ani 
grasp  of  their  duties,  their  management  of 
a  boat  and  gun$,j  and  their  drill,  are 
excellent,  as  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
knowing  from  personal  obser\-ati<Hi.  We 
propose  to  extend  that  system  very  largely. 
We  find  it  an  admirable  antidote  to  the 
temptations  of  street  life  to  boys  of  a  cer- 
tain age.  It  gives  them  a  manlier  character, 
discipline,  and  loyalty  which  prove  of  the 
greatest  value  afterwards.    In  that  respect, 
among  many  others,  we  believe  that  we 
shall  be  doing  good  service,  outside  the 
cause  of  defence,  in  enabling  a  very  much 
larger  number  of  bo}S  to  be  trained  i<x 
sea  life,  or  for  any  active  emploj'ment  of 
head  and  hand.    Considerations  of  time 
alone  compel  me    to   proceed    to  other 
branches  of  our  defence.    After  we  have 
considered   harbor   and   qpastal  defence. 
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and  naval  possibilaties — I  have  already 
made  referoice  to  the  forts — we  come  to 
those  who  man  the  forts— the  Military 
Forces  of  the  Commonwealth.  Their  outlook 
here  differs  \-ery  largely  from  that  of  the 
naval  service,  because  land  service  is  much 
less  specialized  and  may  be  made  much  more 
generally  disciplinary  to  our  people  as  a 
whole,  although  it  demands  in  most  cases  a 
smaller  degree  of  organization  and  effi- 
ciencv.  But  we  cannot  afford  to  speak 
lightly  of  our  land  force,  first  because 
of  what  it  has  achieved — and  its  record 
where  it  has  been  tested  is  admirable — and 
also  because,  although  not  preparing  for 
any  expeditionary  adventures  outside  Aus- 
tralia, we  must  realize  that  while  we  re- 
main a  mere  handful  of  people,  clus- 
tered practically  in  one  segment  of  the 
continent,  any  invasion  attempted  would 
probably  be  at  a  remote  part.  Our 
Military  Forces  would  have  to  be  pre- 
pared tor  acting  one,  two,  or  more  thou- 
sands of  miles  aivay  from  the  populated 
centres  of  the  Ccxnmonwealth.  Conse- 
quently that  casts  an  additional  burden  on 
us,  since,  until  our  population  grows  faster 
than  it  has  been  growing — and  I  hope  we 
shall  grow  much  faster — we  have  the  re- 
sponsibility not  only  of  protecing  hearths 
and  homes  here,  but  of  guarding  the  great 
unoccupied  parts  of  this  immense  continent. 
As  in  the  Navy  we  are  making  a  new  depar- 
ture almost  without  a  preced«it,  and  new  to 
all  the  DcHninions  of  the  Empire,  so  in  con- 
neuon  with  our  land  forces  it  appears  to 
the  Government  that  the  time  has  arrived 
for  making  a  new  departure  of  an  equally 
marked  kind,  and  of  a  type  equally  unpre- 
cedented under  the  British  flag.  While  I 
have  no  desire  ■  to  find  fault  with  our 
existing  militia  force,  which  ha?,  e^■e^y  ap- 
pearance of  energy,  \et  there  are  considera- 
tions in  respect  to  it  which  I  think  will 
weigh  verv  seriously  with  the  whole  of  this 
community.  In  the  first  place,  numerically 
it  is  absurdly  weak.  It  i*.  now  14  per 
cent,  short  of  the  oflicers  it  ought  to  have, 
and  10  per  cent,  short  of  the  numbers  of 
those  required  in  the  ranks.  The  average 
training  of  the  rank  and  file  is  only 
1^  years,  so  frequent  nre  the  incomings 
and  the  outgoings.  In  fact,  for  active 
service  to-morrow,  protiably  we  could  not 
count  cm  more  than  half  of  the  22,000  odd 
militia  that  we  have.  A  force  of  1,300 
permanent  men  looks  well,  but  on  examina- 
tion we  disco^■er  that  only  about  700  belong 
to  the  fighting  force.   When  the  Permanent 


Force  is  reduced  so  much,  we  can  under- 
stand the  deductions  required  in  calculat- 
ing the  effective  strength  of  the  ordinary 
militia.  Out  of  a  population  of  nearly 
1,000,000  men  of  military  age,  we  have 
mly  22,000  regularly  drilled,  and,  as  I 
have  said,  few  only  f^ort  periods,  and  f<x 
the  most  part  on  parades  or  in  drill-rooms. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — But  a  vast  number  of 
those  who  have  passed  through  the  ranks  are 
practicallv  a  reserve. 

Mr.  D  E  AKI N  .—Unfortunately ,  how- 
e\'er,  they  are  a  reser\-e  of  only  twelve 
months'  experience,  which,  as  the  honorable 
member  knows,  rarely  amounts  to  much, 
and  often  to  very  little. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — ^The  average  service  is 
over  twelve  months. 

Mr,  DEAKIN. — The  average  is  a  year 
and  a  half  for  all,  but  many  go  out  at  the 
end  of  twelve  months. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — But  a  great  many  do 
not  leave  until  after  the  expiration  of  three 
years. 

Mr.  DEAKIN,— And  such  men,  for, 
perhaps,  seven  or  ten  years  afterwards  may 
be  looked  Mvoa  as  a  reserve. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — ^And  a  good  reserve, 
too ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Besides  these  men  there 
are  40,000  others,  of  all  ages  and  degrees 
of  physical  capacity,  who  practise  more  or 
less  with  the  rifle,  but  who  have  no  drill, 
no  organization,  and  no  (^ers.  If  we 
distinguish  the  volunteers  from  the  militia* 
we  find  that  even  a  Hnaller  proportion  of 
the  former  would  be  effective  for  immediate 
service  in  the  field.  In  pcnnt  of  fact,  the 
volunteers  are  also  short  of  officers,  and 
are  Ibut  partly  drilled.  What  then  is 
the  position  of  the  Commonwealth  ?  About 
one  schoolboy  in  seven  is  receiving  some 
training  as  a  cadet ;  about  one  youth  in 
fiftv-five,  under  nineteen  vears  of  age, 
has  seen  some  service  in  the  militia  or 
the  volunteers;  and  one  man  in  fifty-two 
is  in  some  way  or  other  connected  with  the 
forces.  That  is  to  say,  one  male  in  every 
1 12  is  receiving  some  kind  of  drill  and  mili- 
tary experience  for  a  short  period;  and, 
with  our  present  arms,  ammuniticm,  and 
equipment,  we  should  be  unable  to  main- 
tain very  few  more  than  the  actual  number 
of  our  militia  and  volunteers.  Yet  on 
this  tinv  array  we  expend  a  sum  which 
this  year  approaclies  ;^8oo,ooo.  In  order, 
therefore,  to  have  100,000  men  properly 
equippeil,  we  should  require,  at  the  same 
ratio,  to  spend  pBiabatdyy^^J^idSw  more 
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than  we  do  at  present.  We  must  greatly 
enhance  our  for<^s,  but  we  cannot  afford 
to  pay  more  than  /;'2, 000,000  a  year  to 
that  end ;  and  yet  that  is  what  the  pre- 
sent system  necessarily  implies  for  that 
number.  Xumericallv  our  force  is  too 
weak,  and  financially  it  is  too  expensive. 
It  consists  largely  of  married  men,  who 
ought  to  be  in  the  seccmd  and  not  in  the 
first  line.  It  includes  a  number  of  men 
who,  though  the^  can  stand  ordinary 
parade,  are  obviously  unfit  for  cam- 
paigning; many  of  the  members  of  the 
rifle  clubs  are  grey  beards.  After  our 
experience  it  is  now  plain  that  no  system 
can  meet  our  necessities  except  one  that 
appeals  to  the  people  as  a  whole — that 
calls  upon  them  in  the  name  of  citizen- 
ship. We  are  a  free  people,  with  political 
equality  and  sole  authority  in  a  country 
where  all  have  the  opportunity  to  possess 
homes  of  their  own.  Our  position  as  free 
men  in  a  free  country  casts  cm  all  the 
responsibility  of  undertaking  our  own  de- 
fence. Of  course,  it  is  recognised  that 
the  withdrawal  of  men  in  the  prime  of 
life,  at  a  time  when  they  are  engaged  in 
vocatitHis,  and  have  families  depending  on 
them,  would  be  a  very  serious  matter; 
and  the  proposals  of  the  Government  take 
this  into  account.  We  propose  a  system 
of  universal  training,  in  order  to  form  a 
National  Guard  of  Defence,  in  which 
every  young  man  in  the  CMnmonwealth 
shall  be  required  to  serve  during  his 
nineteenth,  twentieth,  and  twenty-first 
years.  This  gives  us  a  small  fraction  of 
iiis  early  manhood,  when  he  is  best  capable 
of  receiving  the  benefit  and  standing  the 
strain  of  military  training.  Each  young 
man  will  be  called  upon  to  spend  an  aver- 
age of  sixteen  days  per  year,  not  in  drill- 
rooms  or  on  parade-grounds,  but  in  local 
camps,  devoted  wholly  and  solelv  to  continu- 
ous practical  instruction.  Bv  this  means  it 
is  believed  that  within  three  years  we  shall 
have  in  the  Commonwealth  a  body  of  men 
sufficiently  officered  and  capable  of  per- 
forming the  services  which  Australia  will 
rejiuire  from  her  defenders.  Whether  they 
will  attain  the  standard  of  European  na- 
tions in  regard  to  the  minutiie  of  deport- 
ment or  parade,  or  the  precision  of  their 
movements,  I  do  not  know.  But  what 
we  do  know  of  our  countrymen  entitles 
us  to  feel  well  assured  that  at 
the  pnd  of  that  period  they  Mill  suffice 
in  all  that  is  material.  .  In  a  country  of 
great  distances  like  our  own.  with  w'hose 
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characteristics  they  are  familiar — and 
with  which  we  shall  shortly  be  thoroughly 
well  informed  upon  probable  points  of 
attack — they  will  be  able  to  render  a  good 
account  of  themselves,  and  probably  have 
an  advantage  ovet  even  the  best  trained 
troops  of  Europe,  owing  to  tlie  local  con- 
ditions under  which  any  conflicts  are  likely 
to  be  waged. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  training  would  not 
be  limited  to  forty-eight  days  in  three 
yjears? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — That  is  the  minimum 
of  training  for  infantrymen,  but  not  for 

officers,  artillery,  or  cavalry.  Even  on 
that  basis,  the  cost  will  be  crushing  unless 
the  trappings  of  war  are  replaced  by  a 
Spartan  simplicity  of  uniform  and  habit, 
in  harmony  with  the  political  principles  on 
which  our  Government  is  based  and  our 
social  life  is  shaped.  We  have  kept  closely 
in  mind  throughout,  the  democratic  system 
of  military  organization  in  Switzerland, 
very  lucidly  described  this  year  by  two  of 
our  officers,  first  in  the  Australian  press 
by  Lieut. -Colonel  Reay,  and  next  fully 
reported  upon  officially  by  Colonel 
Bridges,  More  lately  it  has  been  in\'es- 
tigated  by  a  Select  Committee  from  the 
Mother  Country.  The  testimony  of  all  is 
highly  favorable  to  the  results  attained 
by  a  similar  system  under  absolutely  dif- 
ferent physical  conditions  and  territorial 
limitations.  The  proposals  of  the  Go- 
vernment will,  it  is  calculated,  givt 
an  establishment  of  at  least  83,000. 
.ilways  in  training,  supplemented  each 
>ear  by  about  30,000  men,  an  equal 
number  passing  into  the  reseiA-e.  In 
the  eighth  year,  this  will  mean  over  200,000 
men  available,  with  full  provision 
for  arms,  ammunition,  and  equipment  for 
field  artillery  and  cavalry,  organized  for 
service  within  the  Commonwealth.  The 
total  cost  of  this  is  estimated  at  less  than 
;£25o,ooo  more  than  is  at  present  ex- 
p«ided;  whereas  a  Militia  Force  half  as 
strong  would,  on  our  present  basis,  cost 
twice  as  much,  if  we  could  obtain  the  men. 
I  give  the  estimated  cost  without  reckoning 
any  dues  which  this  Parliament,  on  ctai- 
sideration,  might  see  fit  to  hvy  on  those 
who  for  one  reason  or  another  do  rx>t  serve 
their  proper  period,  making  exceptions,  of 
course,  of  those  who  for  physical  or  other 
reasons  are  unfit  to  be  enrolled.  The 
period  for  which  we  "i^^^/I^MMiaI  esti- 
mates is  three  ^E^i^Sft^^MPWlKlfcise  of 
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our  naval  proposals.  I  have  alluded 
at  present  only  to  the  National  Guard  and 
its  national  training.  Beyond  this,  how- 
ever, it  is  proposed  to  greatly  wlarge  the 
Cadet  system  by  the  expenditure  of  at 
least  an  additional  ^^zo.ooo  a  year  for 
each  of  the  three  years,  and  to  increase  the 
expenditure  on  the  rifle  clubs  by  at  least 
^10,000  each  year  over  the  same  period. 
By  this  means  we  shall  have  a  very  con- 
siderable subsidiary  force  in  the  cadets  and 
rifle  clubs;  I  shall  presently  refer  to 
the  latter  in  another  aspect.  In  June, 
1906,  there  were  less  ihan  7,000  cadets 
in  the  Commonwealth ;  whereas  last  year 
we  made  provision  for  nearlv  28,000 ; 
and  this  year's  Estimates  represent  a 
total  of  about  37,000.  It  will  be  seen, 
therefore,  that  the  advance  in  this  direc- 
tion, since  the  present  Government  came 
into  office,  has  been  very  great.  We  pro- 
pose to  reduce  the  term  of  obligatory  ser- 
vice in  the  National  Guard  for  those  who 
have  passed  through  and  qualified  in  the 
cadet  service;  that  is  to  say,  qualified 
cadets  will  be  spared  those  days  devoted 
to  the  drill  and  discipline  which  they  have 
already  acquired. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Cadet  drill  will  count  as 
service? 

Mr.  DEAKIX.— Ves  j  in  1906,  the 
rifle  clubs  represented  a  membership  of 
37,000,  whereas  in  November  last  they 
had  grown  to  45,000,  an  increase  in  seven- 
teen months  of  nearly  8,000.  We  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  this  increase  will 
continue.  National  training  for  young  men 
will  occupy  on  an  average  only  sixteen  days 
a  year  for  three  vears.  Those  who  qualify 
as  senior  cadets  need  only  put  in  twelve  days 
a  year.  I  may  be  asked  What  of  the  pre- 
sent militia  ?  "  The  whole  of  its  eifective 
strength  will  be  absorbed,  being  required  to 
supply  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers 
to  train  the  new  levies.  In  this  connexion 
we  shall  secure  an  advantage  in  their  higher 
training  by  a  system  to  which  I  shall  pre- 
sently allude.  There  will  l>e  30.00c  men 
each  year  entering  the  present  militia  regi- 
ments by  an  increase  in  the  number  of  their 
companies.  The  procedure  in  regard  to 
the  National  Guard  is  that  in  the  year  in 
which  he  reaches  eighteen  \ears  of  age 
every  young  man  will  require  to  register 
himself.  He  will  then  be  subjected  to  a  medi- 
cal examination,  declareti  fit.  unfit,  or  tem- 
porarily unfit,  and  dealt  with  accordincly. 
On  joining  he  will  receive  his  National 
Guard  record — a  small  parchment  book — in 


which  his  service,  his  promotions,  and  any 
comments  thereon  will  be  registered.  This 
will    be  of   some  value  to  him  in  life 
outside  the  ranks.     Each  young  man  must 
make  himself  efficient  each  year,  any  year 
in  which  he  fails  to  do  so  will  add  an  ad- 
ditional year  to  his  course.     He  will  have 
ti)  complete  three  efficient  years  before  his 
term  will  be  completed-     The  uniform  will 
be  of  the  simplest — hat  or  cap,  a  badge,  ;i 
jumper  or  overall,  breeches,  leggings  and 
txiots.     These  will  be  the  property  of  the 
wearer,  and  will  all  be  made  in  Australia. 
The  proposal  is  that  each  of  the  present 
militia  units  shall  expand  to  three  National 
Guard  units,  and  shall  receive  each  year 
one-third  of  its  strength  and  part  each  year 
with  one-third  of  its  strength  to  the  reserve. 
Many  of  the  men  who  are  not  fitted  for  ac- 
tive service  can  be  enlisted  for  ambulance 
and  transport  work.  The  artillery  and  other 
transport  corps  will  require  to  devote  lon- 
ger periods  to  their  training,    and  will 
receive    a    reasonable    allowance    for  so 
doing.     The  offkrers  will  be  paid  for  their 
ser\'ices  because  thev   remain   after  their 
three  vears  have  expired.     Some  allowance 
must  be  made  to  them,  since,  In  addition 
to  the  camps  which  they  will  have  to  attend 
for  the  purpose  of  training  others,  they  will 
have  to  devote  certain  periods  of  the  year 
to  receiving    higher  training  themselves. 
The  men  will  be  allowed  as  far  as  pos- 
sible to  select  the  branch  of  the  service  thev 
prefer.     Drill    will    be    simplified.  All 
training  will  be  given  in  camps,  and  on 
ground   permitting  of  the  conditions  at- 
taching to  actual  service  in  the  field.  They 
will  be  carried  out  in  the  most  practical 
manner  possible. 

Colonel    FoxTON. — But    the  artillery 

training  will  have  to  be  continuous. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Artillery  training  of  a 
kind  will  proceed  continuously.  When  the 
measure  dealing  with  this  question  is  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  before  the  close  of  the 
session  it  will  show  the  details  for  each  arm 
of  the  service  in  that  regard.  Ultimately 
we  may  see  a  time  arrive  when,  reckon- 
ing men  under  forty  we  shall  have 
Sco.ooo  who  are  either  in,  or  have  passed 
through,  the  ranks.  We  estimate  that  these 
men  can  be  obtained,  disciplined,  drilled, 
and  made  effective  for  j^i. 200,000  a  year 
as  against  the  present  defence  expenditure 
of  _^8oo.ooo.  Even'  infantrvman — three- 
fourths  of  the  total  force  —  will  I)e  arme"! 
with  a  rifle  and  baynnri"*^Q^bbard. 
At  present  we  riave  83.000  rifles  of  all 
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kinds.  We  shall  add  20,000  new  rifles 
each  year.  The  cost  of  these  will  be 
;£ioo,ooo  a  year.  But  these  are  not  to 
be  imported.    They  will  be  made  locally. 

We  have  satisfied  ourselves,  after  careful 
inquiry,  ttiat  they  can  be  made  here  cheaper 
than  they  can  be  purchased  abroad.  Every 
rifleman  will  have  a  bandolier  equi[Mnent. 
It  will  consist  of  a  sling,  water-bottle  and 
straps,  great  coat,  blanket,  waterproof  sheet, 
mess  tin  and  haversack.  All  these  will  be 
made  locally.  One  arm  in  which  our  pre- 
sent forces  are  decidedly  weak  is  the  field 
artillery.  At  fwesent  we  have  sixty  guns. 
The  guns  associated  with  the  new  force  will 
be  2'4o  of  the  latest  type.  They  will  be  pro- 
vided at  the  rate  of  sixteen  a  year,  and  will 
cost  us,  with  their  etceteras,  alxjut  ^^50,000 
annually.  The  waggons  and  limbers  are 
now  being  successfully  manufactured  with- 
in the  Commonwealth.  Artillery  ranges 
are  to  be  secured,  on  which  our  gimners 
will  have  the  advantage  of  practising  with 
missiles  under  something  approaching  ser- 
vice c(xiditions.  The  British  Government 
have  gone  to  enormous  expense  to  supply 
these  ranges  in  the  United  Kingdom.  Their 
acquisition  will  demand  seme  expenditure, 
even  in  this  country  with  its  very  much 
larger  and  cheaper  areas ;  but  these  ranges 
are  absolutely  essential  to  an  eflicient  field 
artillery.  The  gun  carriages  for  the  6.7-in. 
guns  are  to  be  locally  made.  We  attach 
great  importance  to  the  creation  of  the 
utmost  power  of  resistance  locally,  both  as 
to  war  materials  and  men.  We  are  at  the 
very  beginning  of  a  period  of  develofMnMit 
which  I  trust  will  be  as  tbcrough  and 
complete  as  that  of  Japan.  In  order 
to  provide  against  the  emergencies  of  war, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  establish  an  am- 
munition factory.  This  means  a  cordite 
factory  by  way  of  basis.  If  we  can  obtain 
orders  for  the  supply  of  the  Imperial 
Squadron  in  Australian  waters,  it  would  be 
of  material  assistance  to  us.  If  we  can 
dispose  of  an  output  of  100  tons 
per  year,  we  can  save  3d.  per  lb. 
at  present  prices  upon  al  I  the  cor  - 
dite  that  we  use.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
we  can  only  sell  50  tons  a  year,  we  shall 
have  to  pay  5d.  per  lb.  more  for 
it.  The  caps  'and  the  fulminate  will  be 
made  in  the  same  factory  as  the  cordite. 
The  manufacture  of  cases  at  a  rolling  mill 
is  also  under  consideration.  My  colleague, 
Ihe  Minister  of  Defence,  has  an  elaborate 
proposal  to  lay  before  the  House  in  this 
regard.  I  am  sure  that,  from  the  infor- 
3lr.  DeakiH. 


mation  which  has  been  supplied  to  us 
by  Mr.  Hake,  the  very  capable  In- 
.  spectix  of  Explosives  in  Victoria,  who 
recently  visited  the  Mother  Country  to 
put  himself  in  touch  with  the  latest 
developments  of  this  industry,  he  will 
be  able  to  satisfy  hcmorable  members  that 
it  is  desirable  to  establish  a  cordite  factor)-. 
I  have  great  pleasure  in  'laying  upon  the 
table  of  the  House  the  report  of  the  result 
of  his  investigations  in  the  United  King- 
dom and  elsewhere,  ■and  hope  that  it  will 
prove  interesting  reading  to  honorable  mem- 
bers. The  Minister  will  be  able  to  show 
that  the  establishment  of  a  cordite  factory 
is  econcxnically  sound.  Failing  a  supj^y  of 
ammunition,  even  with  200,000  men  avail- 
able for  service,  what  could  be  expected  of 
them  ?  I  have  shown  how  comparatively 
slight  an  increase  there  will  be  in  the  ex- 
penditure proposed  under  this  great  sch«De, 
and  I  have  also  shown  that  a  large  portion 
of  it  will  be  expeitded  in  this  country. 
Then  we  come  to  one  of  the  most  serious 
matters  in  connexion  w  ith  this  sdieme. 
That  is,  the  provision  of  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  well-trained  officers.  Because  the 
theory  of  this  force  is  that  the  officers  are 
to  train  their  men.  The  clerical  duties  at 
present  performed  by  trfficers  are  to  be  done 
in  future  by  clerks.  We  want  our  soldiers  for 
soldiers'  ser\ice,  not  for  indoor  work.  But 
in  order  to  obtain  efficient  soldiers  a  staff 
of  officers  must  first  be  efficiently  trained ; 
and  as  we  cannot  pretend  in  this  Com- 
monwealth to  establish  a  military  college  in 
every  State,  we  propose  to  establish  a  school 
of  permament  expert  instructors.  This  would 
consist  of  three  special'^ts — (me  whose 
subjects  will  be  strategy,  tactics,  and  mili- 
tary history;  a  second,  whose  subjects  will 
be  artillery,  field  and  garrison,  and  machine 
guns  and  theory  of  musketn.- ;  and  a  third, 
whose  subjects  will  be  engineering  in  all 
its  branches  and  topography.  These  ex- 
perts, whom  we  think  we  can  obtain  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  j^$,Qoo  a  year,  will 
travel  from  State  to  State  at  appropriate 
times,  meeting  the  officers  in  every  State, 
lecturing  to  them,  ani  examining  them  in 
the  subjects  which  they  have  been  studying. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — Is  it  proposed  to 
include  dancing? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— We  will  lea\-e  that  to 
the  enemy  when  our  troops  meet  him ! 
For  this  movable  college  we  shall  secure 
the  services  of  three  of  the  best  men  avail- 
able. Thev  will  be  paid  ff^J^^'/VP^*  luid 
engaged  only   f^iP'^'^g^M^AygW  will 
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enable  us  to  ^cchange  them  from  time  to 
time  as  military  science  is  perfected. 
We  to  have  our  officers  grained  so  that 
they  will  be  able  to  impart  to  those  below 

them  the  practical  knowledge  which  they 
have  acquired.  They  will  be  well  in- 
structed in  peace,  will  Itad  in  war,  and 
fill  all  commands  in  the  Australian  Forces. 
Of  course,  it  must  be  remembered  that  in 
addition  to  this  we  have  proceeding,  and 
propose  to  continue,  the  temporary  ex- 
changes of  officers  with  the  Mother  Coun* 
try,  with  India,  with  Canada,  and  with 
South  Africa.  That  system  is  likelv  to 
prove  of  great  value  to  us.  We  are  taking 
every  advantage  of  it.  Last  year  my  col- 
league the  Minister  of  Defence  sent  seven 
officers  and  non-commissioned  officers 
abroad  for  training.  This  year  he  is  send- 
ing eleven.  We  shall  probably  increase  the 
number.  We  have  applied  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  for  permission  to  send  more 
officers  there  to  participate  in  their  military 
exercises,  join  their  camps,  and  witness  the 
thoroughly  organized  military  machinery  in 
operation  under  Lord  Kitchener.  We  have 
now  asked  for  permission  to  send  militia 
officers  as  well  as  permanent  men. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Hear,  hearj  that  is  the 
right  idea ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Ours  is  a  citizen  force. 
The  ruling  idea  is,  while  setting  a  high 
ideal  of  military  training,  to  provide  equal 
opportunities  for  all  our  citizens  who 
will  give  their  time  and  ability  tf>  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Comm<xiwealth  in  this  direc- 
tion. We  hope  to  be  able  to  send  the  best 
of  them  each  year  to  actual  schools  of 
training,  such  as  are  provided  in  connexicm 
with  the  military  manoeuvres  in  India  and 
in  the  Mother  Country.  In  this  way  our 
officers  will  be  brought  into  association 
and,  in  a  sense,  into  competition  with 
bighlv-trained  officers  in  other  parts  of  the 
Empire,  whilst  at  the  same  time  we  shall  be 
receiving  officers  frc«n  India,  Canada,  and 
the  United  Kingdom,  who  will  criticise  us 
and  give  us  the  benefit  of  thrir  training. 
We  shall  learn  from  them,  as  we  hope  they 
will  be  able  to  learn  something  frMn  us. 

Mr.  Salmon. — That  is  the  way  to  raise 
the  status  of  the  militia. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— This  system  of  trans- 
ferring is  devised  for  the  purpose  of  rais- 
ing the  status  of  the  militia.  It  is  upon 
our  citizen  soldiery  and  our  citizen  officers 
that  we  must  rely'.  We  recognise  that  we 
ought  not  onlv  to  raise  the  status  of  Our 
officer  abroad,  but  that  we  must  raise  Mm  in 


the  estipiation  of  those  wKbm  he  c(»mnands» 
and  of  those  with  whom  he  is  allied.  We 
qualify  him  to  achieve  this  end  by  putting 
him  in  training  side  by  side  with  the  best 
officers  of  the  British  Government  in  India 
and  elsewhere.  We  hope  in  this  way  to 
establish  a  high  standard  to  which  our 
citizens  in  arms  n»ay  be  encouraged  to 
aspire.  The  object  of  these  proposals  is  to 
give  effect  lo  that  well-worn  aphorism  of 
Bonaparte,  that  every  soldier  should  feel 
himself  carrying  a  marshal's  baton  in  his 
knapsadc.  In  pursuance  of  the  same  end 
we  propose  to  take  certain  steps  which  will 
remove  the  artificial  distinctic»is  occa- 
sionally created.  We  shall  want  for 
our  officers  the  best  men  we  can  find — men 
with  the  capacity  for  command,  with  a  taste 
for  military  study. and  exercises,  and  with 
ability  quite  independently  of  the  class 
in  which  they  are  found.  We  wish  these 
men  to  have  the  opportunity  of  rising  to 
the  highest  positicHis  we  can  give  them  in 
our  Nati<xial  Guard. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  Government  are 
anticipating  my  motion. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— If  we  can.  I  am  well 
aware  that  at  present  when  any  tme  points 
to  a  desirable  standard  as  an  ideal,  one  is 
at  once  accused  of  beccxning  millennial.  It 
is  better  to  take  a  high  standard  than  a 
low  one.  Many  of  the  heroes  of  history  who 
have  set  the  highest  possible  standard  for 
themselves  have  expected  least  from  their 
fellows.  When  we  aim  at  setting  a  high 
national  standard  in  this  way  we  are  not  in- 
sinuating that,  by  the  introduction  of  this 
scheme,  we  are  going  to  transform  the 
nature  of  the  people  of  Australia,  Speak- 
ing for  myself,  I  am  content  to  trust  the 
Australian  people.  I  believe  that  they  are 
not  only  fitted  to  serve,  but  to  ccMnmand, 
and  to  rival  in  the  arts  of  war,  so  far  as 
these  can  be  practised  in  times  of  peace, 
any  of  like  experience  against  whom  they 
may  be  pitted.  When  we  have  secured  a 
National  Guard  without  a  distinction  of 
class,  wealth,  or  position,  we  hope  that  in- 
terest in  our  system  of  military  training  and 
the  ambition  for  proficiency  in  its  several 
branches  will,  to  some  extent,  take  the  place 
of  those  sports  on  which  our  young 
people  look  and  speculate  every  Saturday 
without  otherwise  participating  in  them.  In 
one  of  his  most  stirring  sketches,  Kipling 
dreams  of  a  time  when  military  training 
will  be  regarded  as  the  most  fasonating  of 
sports.  If  we  can  persuade'oupjwAole  that 
competition  in  i^tHti^ySSygFbetter 
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than  looking  on  at  less  educational  forms  of 
ctxnpetition,  we  shall  soon  see  our  military 
and  navhl  duties  undertaken  cheerfully  and 
carried  on  under  the  same  conditkxis'  of 
|)opular  interest  and  approbation  as  apply 
in  the  case  of  sports  and  games.  I  know  of 
no  spirit  which  lias  such  an  influence  on  the 
English  race  as  this  spirit  of  competrtion. 
The  clippings  from  the  English  news- 
I»apers  \vhich  ccwne  to  me  every  week  con- 
tain at  present,  in  most  cases,  only  about  an 
inch  of  matter  relatinj;  to  important  Aus- 
tralian occurrences,  as  compared  with  about 
a  foot  of  cablegrams  devoted  to  the  cricket 
matclies  of  the  English  team  now  in  this 
countr}-.  That,  t  imagine,  is  largely  because 
of  the  element  of  competition,  when  batsmen 
and  bowler  are  pitted  against  each  other. 
There  is  no  reason  why  we  should  not 
stimulate  a  similar  interest  in  forms  of 
military  prowess,  as  is  at  present  felt  in 
regard  to  outdoor  sports. 

Mr.  Harper. — Except  in  regard  to  the 
gate  money ! 

Mr.  DEAKIX.— The  interest  there  is 
that  of  clubs  or  players,  not  of  the  thou- 
sands of  spectators  who  pay,  but  do  not 
receive.  Instructional  schools  are  to  be 
established,  at  which  the  interest  of  our 
officers  will  be  stimulated  as  far  as  pos- 
sible by  the  higher  foyms  of  teaching. 
Special  attention  is  to  be  given  to  staff 
rides  and  local  experience,  the  operatic«is 
being  in  the  nature  of  actual  service  in 
the  field.  What  we  desire  to  reduce  is 
the  slow  shoodng  at  fixed  targets  under 
OMiditions  which  never  obtain  in  actual 
warfare.  In  the  same  way,  we  want  to 
substitute  for  parade  drill,  marching  and 
evolutions  in  difficult  and  broken  country, 
so  that  our  troops  may  know  how  to  use 
its  features,  and  so  as  to  enable  the  higher 
ofl5<»rs  to  control  together  artillery,  cavalry, 
and  infantry  over  country  known  only  by 
maps  or  reccHinaissance.  How  many  of 
our  present  officers  have  been  testeil  in 
this  way  ?  T  know  some  of  the  best 
have  l)een  thoroughly  disheartened  for 
want  of  opportunities  of  tbe  kind  which 
they  have  long  been  seeking.  We  have 
already  taken  the  fullest  advantage  of  the 
lectures  of  Colonel  Foster,  Professor  of 
Military  Science  in  the  University  of 
Sydney.  He  has  done  in  this  direction 
most  admirable  work,  he  is  dcnng  it 
still,  and  for  his  assistance  we  are 
most  grateful.  Arrangements  are  being 
made  for  specially  selected  militia,  officers 
to  take  advantage  of  his  course  of  lectures. 


and  a  special  course  has  just  been  com- 
pleted to  meet  the  wishes  of  militia  officers 
who  were  not  able  to  participate  in  the  pn- 
vious  classes.  That  shows  how  the  spirit 
to  which  we  wish  to  appeal — the  spirit  of 
individual  ino&rest,  individual  initiative 
and  pride  in  the  service  of  the  counlr}- 
may  be  spread.  One  of  the  many  im- 
portant features  of  the  Cwiference  in 
London  was  the  scheme  which  Mr.  Hai- 
dane,  as  head  of  the  British  Army,  laid 
before  us,  when  he  invited  us  to  send 
our  officers  to  the  General  Staff,  there 
to  be  received  as  conrades,  to  be 
shown  the  whole  of  the  operations  of 
what  is  often  termed  the  brain  of  the  Anny, 
to  be  tried  by  being  placed  in  positions  of 
command,  and  to  have  thrown  open  to 
them  for  their  benefit  everything  that  ^as 
being  done.  That  was  a  most  generous  offer. 
In  the  same  way,  we  hope  to  establish  a 
General  Staff  of  our  own  to  which  the 
British  Government  will  send  its  c^Scers  to 
observe  what  we  are  doing,  to  leant  some- 
thing of  operations  in  vast  areas  of  spanely 
settled  country  which  they  cannot  mcpect  to 
find  in  Europe,  and  also  to  give  us  the 
l)enefit  of  their  knowledge  and  advice.  It 
is  by  keeping  in  touch  with  the  Army,  as 
well  as  with  the  Navy,  that  we  hope  to 
keep  up  the  standard,  the  spirit,  and  the 
efficiency  to  which  the  honwable  member 
for  Laanecoorie  has  been  alluding.  Their 
officers  will  inspect  and  report  on  vs, 
our  facers  will  inspect  and  rqxxt 
on  the  Canadian  Force,  the  South  African 
Force,  and  the  Indian  Force.  By  that 
means  w^e  hope  to  material  ly  benefit. 
An  Intelligence  Corps  has  just  been  formed, 
which  will  prepare  the  plans,  statistics 
and  general  information  required  few 
operations  in  any  part  of  the  Common- 
wealth. They  will  utilize  militia  cheers 
and  citizens,  such  as  surveyors  and  en- 
gineers, who  will  bring  to  the  aid  of  the 
Department  the  experience  and  knowledge 
gained  in  their  ordinary  vocaticwis.  Thar 
work  will  be  topography,  preparation  of 
maps,  and  information  with  regard  to  the 
country  generally,  transport,  and  other 
matters  of  imperative  importanc-e.  They 
will  take  up  the  duties  that  were  intended 
to  be  performed  bv  the  cnrps  of  guides 
which  originated  through  the  representa- 
tions made  by  Colonel  Kenneth  Mackav, 
of  New  South  Wales,  ami  Colonel 
Miller,  of  the  Commonwealth  servxe. 
We   attach    the   civatesr^iBipQitinre  to 
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telligence  Department,  but  in  particular 
to  work  that  will  be  done  with  the 
Intelligence  Department  by  the  General 
Staff.  We  believe  that  the  country  will 
not  hesitate  to  offer  strong  inducements 
to  secure  suitable  men.  In  regard 
to  ooitral  administration,  the  present 
Administrative  Board  is  to  be  augmented 
by  the  addiFion  of  two  or  three  experierwed 
militia  officers,  to  be  appointed  for  limited 
periods,  the  personnel  altering  possibly 
by  Mie  each  year.  They  will  then  feel  that 
th«T  knowledge  is  being  utilized,  and 
will  be  encouraged  to  extend  it.  It  will 
create  a  better  feeling  between  the  various 
branches  of  the  service,  and  will  be 
valuable  to  militia  (^cers,  who  can  then 
learn  the  difficultks  that  surround  central 
administration,  of  which  at  present  they 
have  least  appreciation.  A  medical  re- 
serve is  being  established  in  which  large 
additions  will  be  made  to  those  who  are 
at  present  enrolled.  In  this  regard  many 
medical  men,  medical  studentis,  chemists, 
and  citizens  willing  to  be  ctmnected  with 
the  Ambulance  Corps  are  ready  to  assist 
by  undergoing  the  necessary  training  if  an 
opportunity  is  given.  These  and  similar 
opportunities  will  now  be  multiplied,  to  a 
larger  extmt,  under  our  new  system.  When 
we  ha\-e  established  a  thwoughly  citi- 
zen force,  it  will  remain  for  Parliament 
to  recognise  the  service  rendered.  We  be- 
lieve that  after  the  system  is  fully  in  opera- 
tion, both  Commonwealth  and  the  States 
may  be  fairly  asked  to  give  precedence  to 
men  who  have  done  service  in  the  ranks — 
all  must  do  that— who  have  done  it  well, 
with  energy  and  ability.  A  National 
Guard's  Record  ought  to  be  a  pass- 
pcvt  to  advancement  if  in  other  respects 
he  is  well  fitted.  It  is  also  proposed 
that  after  this  system  has  been  established 
a  sufficient  tinne  the  Rifle  Clubs  shall  be 
recruited  <Kily  from  men  who  have  passed 
through  the  ranks.  In  e\'ery  way  pre- 
ference where  preference  can  be  g:\en 
ought  to  be  granted  to  those  who  have 
shown  special  zeal  for  this  form  of  public 
service.  In  the  same  way.  whatever  per- 
manent force  there  is  will  be  recruited  from 
our  own  men. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Does  the  honorable  gentle- 
man propose  to  give  them  preference  in  the 
Public  Service? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Yes,  other  things  being 
equal,  especially  for  general  employment. 


When  every  one  goes  into  the  ranks 
the  recogruiion  of  merit  there  becomes 
fair.  Then  we  propose  to  aid  ami 
encourage  the  competitive  spirit  by  induc- 
ing as  many  military  contests,  competititxis^ 
and  tournaments  as  possible,  subsidizing 
them  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  them 
attractive  to  the  public  as  well  as  to 
those  who  take  part  in  them.  AH  these 
things  are  possiUe  when  once  we  have 
created  a  citizen  force  in  which  every 
settlement  and  town,  every  familv  and  class 
is  interested,  and  from  which  no  one 
is  or  can  be  excluded.  Long  service  under- 
taken voluntarily  will  be  especially  appre- 
ciated, and  recognitions  of  some  kind 
will  be  devised.  Provision  for  these  is  to 
be  made. and  also  for  some  regular  training 
for  our  reserves,  though  not  included  :n 
these  figures,  because  this  plan  in  itself 
will  be  large  enough  for  present  ccnsidera- 
tion.  After  men  have  done  their  three 
years*  training,  it  will  be  very  desirable  not 
to  let  them  entirely  rust,  but  to  keep  them 
in  touch,  at  stated  intervals,  with  the  work 
which  is  being  done,  to  attend  occasicxiallv 
even  if  only  for  a  short  time  at  camps  with 
the  National  Guard.  In  the  same  way  ch- 
eers of  the  reserves  will  be  induced  to 
attend  at  camps,  where  they  must  be  of 
much  assistance  to  those  present,  and  where 
they  themseh-es  will  be  brought  up-to-date. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — ^At  what  age  will  men  be 
exempt  frc»n  the  rcsei\es?    Has  it  been 

fixed? 

Mr.  DEAKIX. — It  is  proposed  to  fix 
the  age  at  forty  years. 

Mr.  Archer. — Will  it  not  be  necessary 
to  offer  some  inducement  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — In  some  cases,  but  I 
doubt  if  this  inducement  will  need  in  the 
future  to  be  of  the  same  character  as  at 
present.  Every  one  will  take  part,  and  if 
we  succeed  in  getting  what  I  call  the  com- 
petitive spirit  thoroughly  aroused  the  rest 
will  follow.  I  feel  that  I  have  trespassed 
upon  the  patience  of  the  House. 

Honorable  Members. — No;  go  on. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I"  propose  to  lay  upon 
the  table  a  statement  which  will  show  the 
extra  cost,  or,  in  some  cases,  the  reduced 
cost  of  each  and  every  it^  >RAK%i:f>^ 
first  three   yeariJ'9'M^6bS»^ll?^S?mi  the 
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Estimates  for  the  present  year.  Of  course  fotmded  upon  actual  data  now  in  our 
these  are  only  estimates  though  they  are  possession — 

DETAILS  OF  ESTIUATED  EXPCXDITL-RE. 


Central  Administration 

Head-quarters  of  Military  Districts 

Ordnance  Department 

Permanent  Troops 

Instructional  StatI 

Accounts  and  Pav  Department 

Rifle  Range  Staft 

rst  year. 

£ 

..    23,000  . 
15,000 

32,OQO  > 

85,000 

46,000 

6,000 

3,000 

2nd  year. 

£ 

..    23,000  . 

15,000 
22,000 
65,000 
46,000 

6,000 

3,000  . 

3rd  year. 

..      23,000  . 

15,000  , 
22,000 
50,000 
46,000 

6,000 

3,000 

Estimates, 
iao7  '8. 

..  23,000 
...  15,254 
21,452 

■■    '  05. 79  J 
.-  46,388 
6,198 
2.654 

Total — Permanent  Services 

200)000 

180,000 

165,000 

..  aaoj39 

National  Guard — Training — 

Pay,  including  Militia  retained 
Clothing,  &c. 

Camps  and  Schools  of  Instruction 
Central  School 

Ammunition  annually  expended 

93,000 

qOfOoo 
3Q,ooo 
5,000 
20,000 

80,000 

Q0,000 

6S,ooo 
5,000 
40.000 

90,000 
qo,ooo 
.     85,000  . 
5,000 
60,000 

..  115,489 
64,197 
"  30,460 

..  3a.203» 

Total 

..  247,000 

330,000 

■  242,340 

Arms 

Accoutrements,  &c. 
Stores,  general  contingencies,  &c. 
Field  Artillery,  guns,  and  reserve  am- 
munition 

Ammunition,  reserve  for  rifles  .., 

Works  and  buildings 

Repairs,  maintenance,  and  rents 

Total 

Grand  Total,  excluding  Rifle  Clubs  and 
Cadets  1. 


100,000 
32,000 

100,000 
7^,ooo 
28,000 

100,000 
75,000 
24,000 

36,226 

50,000 
30,000 

20,000 

a6,ooo 

50,000 
30,000 
20,000 
21,000 

50,000 
30,000 

2Q,000 
16,000 

—  t 

50jOoo 
...  3«>668 

34^.000 

..    333.000  ... 

324,000 

•■•  a33.327 

789.000 

796,000 

8tq,oOo 

...  696.415 

Note  •—£32,208  Includes  annual  expenditure  on  Gun  ud  Rifle  Amnmnltlon  and  KcMrve  Rifle  Ammunition. 
Kota  t— Guns  iM  included  In  aims  —  Kota  {—See  note  *. 

I  intend  to  ask  the  House  to  order  the  tion  relating  to  submarines.    I  promised  to 

printing  of  the  memoranda  I  have  read  con-  give  the  figures  showing  how  the  Military 

taining  the  despatch  and  cables  to  the  and  Naval  expenditure  will  wotk  out. 
Admiralty,  Mr.  Hake's  report,  and  informa- 
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Military  (including  new  spe- 
cial defence  provision)...  11033,359 
Naval  Agreement            ...  200,000 
Local  Naval  Forces        ...  60,524 


C.RA.ND  Totals  (iscLUDtXG  Capital  ExpENDinnu:). 

£ 


I  St  yenr. 

1,097,000 
200,000 
60,524 


Presumed  unexpended  bal> 
ance 


»»*93.883 

New  Naval 
125,950    Expendi.  357,070 
ture 


and  year. 

£ 

1,021,000 
200,000 
60,524 


414.  »4» 


3rd  year. 

£ 

1,074,000 
200,000 

60.524 


47».aio 


,419,833 


;Ci,7i4.504     -  £tfig5fii4 


;f  1 .605.734 


This  table  includes  expenditure  on  cadets, 
rifle  clubs,  &c.,  and  capital  spent  uDon 
fixed  defences,  factories,  and  works. 
It  will  be  seen  that  fot  this  vear  the  actual 
appropriation  proposed  is  ;^i,3oo,ooo.  al- 
though 25,000  has  been  deducted  from 
the  full  cost,  because  it  is  not  expected  to 
be  expended  within  the  year. 


Mr.  WiLKS. — That  includes  the  Kaval 
Subsidv,  I  suppose? 

Mr.  '  DEAKIN'.— The  total  includes 
everything.  During  the  present  year 
the  total  expenditure  will  be  j^r, 300.000. 
The  first  vear  under  the  new  svstem 
of  Xational  Training  (^w^ll^  ^Jn^lude  a 
capital   exi)enditure  oh  the  rifi#  factwy 
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and  tlie  ammunition  factory  ^  but  the  toia\ 
tixp«iditure  for  that  year  is  not  exipected 

to  much  exceed  j^Ji, 700,000.  That 
is  an  incre;ise  of  about  ;^30o,ooo  on 
what  is  provided  for  this  year,  or  ^^400,000 
on  what  is  proposed  to  be  spent  during  this 
year.  Next  year  the  total  will  drop  a 
little  below  ^1,700,000.  and  in  the  third 
year  it  is  expected  to  fall  to  ^£1,600,000, 
any  further  capital  exptmditure  not  being 
included. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Will  that  expenditure  be 
paid  out  of  ordinary  revenue? 

Mr,  DEAKIN.— It  will.  Consequently, 
as  against  the  present  year's  proposed  ex- 
penditure of        400,000,  it  means  in  the 
third  year  an  increase  of  ;^2oo,ooo,  or, 
allowing  for  the  proportion  of  the  amount 
on  this  year's  Estimates  that  we  do  not 
expect  tu  expend,   it  will  mean    an  in- 
crease of  ^325,000.    'J'fiat  being  so,  this 
scheme  which  covers  both  the  naval  and  the 
military  projxjsals  of  the  Government,  in- 
cluding the  building  of  fifteen  vessels,  the 
cost  of  their  maintetiance,  an  immense  in- 
crease in  the  land  forces,  an  increase  in 
the  field  artillery ,  and    the  expenditure 
upon  fortifications,  means,  in    the  third 
year,  according  to  the  best  estimates  that 
we  can  frame,  an  increaseof  only  ;^joo,ooo 
t>n  our  present  annual  expenditure.    If  .  this 
scheme  can  be  accomplished  for  that  cost 
as  according  to  our  professional  advisers 
we  have  reason  to  believe  it  will  be,  I  do 
not  think  the  country,  having  regard  to 
the  transformation  to  be  efftx:ted  on  sea 
and  land,  will  cx>nsider  it  unduly  expen- 
sive.    Finally,  I  have  not  spoken  so  far 
of  what,  after  all,  we  must  rely  upon  as 
the  motive  power  of  the  new  national  sys- 
tem— the  motive  power  of  every-day  work- 
ing patriotism,  a  sense  of  national  unity, 
anil  of  our   indebtedness  to    this  com- 
munity which  confers    upon    its  young 
people  so  many  advantages  denied  else- 
where.   It  asks  them  in  return,  not  for 
sacrifices  such  as  are  made  by  conscripts 
sent  to  barrack  life,  but  for  brief,  whole- 
hearted, healthy  training.    It  bids  th«n 
to  be  inspired  to  do  more  than  work  for 
themselves,  and  to  welcome  any  oppor- 
tunity of  serving  the  common  good.  No 
one  will  say  that  open-air  training  for  our 
voung  men  for  three  years  can  do  them 
anything    but    good.      It  is    not  bar- 
rack con  finemen  t .  but  cam  p  1  i  f e    un  der 
a    discipline,    which    will    make  them 
brighter  men.    If  this  duty  be  accepted,  as 
we  hope,  with  intelligent  interest,  and,  in 
[266] 


many  cases,  with  enthusiasm,  even  though 
we  iKjpe  our  National  Guard  may  never  be 
employed  in  actual  warfare,  it  will  become 
not  only  a  great  disciplinary  power,  but 
a  potent  factor  in  fostering  that  national 
spirit   on   which    we   rely.      Those  who 
have     worn     the     uniform,    as  many 
of    us    have,    those    who    have  stood 
shoulder    to    shoulder    in     the  ranks 
answering  to  the  volunteer  bugle  call  know 
how  powerfully  even  such  an  outward  sum- 
mons appeals.    When  national  training  is 
recognised  as  part  of  our  national  life,  and 
as  the  discharge  of  every  citizen's  obliga- 
tion, it  will  accomplish  more.  What  we  must 
and  do  trust  to  are  not  titles  and  rewards, 
but  voluntary  service  freely  given,  a  patriotic 
discharge  of  a  duty  to  his  cotmtry  which 
does  honour  to  the  man  who  renders  it, 
and  a  greater  honour  the  more  efficiently 
it  is  accomplished.  Without  patriotism  we 
can  do  nothing  when  we  oxne  tof  actual 
defence,  or  even  in  the  necessary  training 
and  preparati<Hi  which  go  before.  From 
this  sentiment  I  by  no  means  exclude  those 
not  required  to  enlist,  because  of  their  sex, 
who,  themselves  becoming  every  year  more 
apprecaatjive  of  the  patriotic  purpose  of 
our    Naticttial    Guard,    will    be  moved 
by  its   generous  character.     I   am  per- 
fectly certain  that  if  the  horrible  contin- 
gency arose  our  camps  in  war  would  never 
lack  for  nurses,  or  for  aught  that  woman's 
patient  loving  kindness  can  bestow.  Be- 
hind these  forces  we  want,  as  well  as  the 
will  of  the  men  of  our  country,  the  heart  of 
our  women,  realiung  their  part  in  it,  and 
trained  in  connexim  with  our  ambulance  in 
sufficient  numbers.    I  am  sure  we  can  add 
them  to  the  list,  and  with  their  encourage- 
ment wfe  shall  soon  have  another  enthusiasm 
imparted  to  the  young  men  for  their  three 
years'  martial  training.  Ours  being  a  citizen 
soldiery,  should  appeal  to  our  people  as 
no  other   can.      We  cast   aside  mere- 
tricious display,  the  glitter  of  gold  lace, 
or  glamour  of  a  separate  caste.  We  replace 
them  by  a  high  res(X)nse  of  confidence  in 
the  man  who  is  doing  his  duty  when  guard- 
ing his  home  as  much  as  when  bread- 
winning  for  his  family  or  fathering  his 
children.    It  is  on   patriotic  feeling  we 
rely  ;  without  this  it  would  l>e  idle  to  pro- 
pose a  citizen  soldiery;  otherwise  we  must 
buy  our  defence.     But  a  citizen  soldiery, 
inspired  by  patriotism,  as  the  world's  his- 
tory shows,  has  wStftizetfen  partially-armed 
levies  again  and  again  pro\*ed  better  than 
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the  best  armed  mercenaries  brought  against 
them.  Our  ideal  is  a  defence  of  the  people 
for  the  people  and  by  the  people.  It  is  there- 
fore with  every  confidence  that  the  Govern- 
ment submits  to  Parliament  and  the  ooimtry 
for  their  consideration  the  programme  of 
naval  construction  and  national  training 
that  I  have  imperfeftly  outlined.  1  beg  to 
present  the  following  pai)ers : — 

Naval  Defence  of  Australia — Correspondence 
in  reference  thereto,  between  tht  Conimonwealth 
<'.()vemment  and  the  Admiralty. 

Naval  Defence — Opinions  with  rey.ird  lo  Sub- 
marines. 

Defence — Mr.  C.  Napier  Hake's  investiga- 
tions in  England — Kxtracts  from  his  Report. 

and  to  move — 

Th&t  the  piipers  be  printed. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [9.53].— I  do 
not  presume  that  it  is  intended  to  debate 
this  matter  at  the  present  stage,  but  I  think 
we  ought  not  to  enter  upon  the  Christmas 
vacation  without  offering  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter our  congratulations  on  the  speech  he 
has  just  delivered.  The  subject  is  a  big 
one,  and  I  do  not  think  I  have  ever  heard 
the  honcwable  member  to  greater  advantage. 
With  such  a  subject  and  with  sudi  a  speaker 
I  have  no  doubt  that  when  the  time  comes 
for  the  people  of  this  country  to  defend 
themselves  they  will  respond  as  he  desires. 
I  ()fft.T  tht*  Prime  Minister  my  congratula- 
tions upon  the  manner  in  which  he  has  set 
forth  the  defence  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Christmas  Recess — ^Tariff — Piano  Cir- 
cular— Casual  Hands,  Government 
Printing  Office — Defence. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat— Minister  of 
External  A£Fairs)  [9.52]. — In  moving — 

That  the  House  now  tJo  adjourn, 

I  take  the  opportunity  to  thank  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wide  Bay  for  his  kind 
references  to  myself.  As  we  are  now 
separating  for  much-nci'ded  recuperation 
and  rest,  I  wish  to  offer  you,  Mr.  Speaker, 
my  congratulations  ^d  to  ask  you  to  con- 
vey to  the  Chairman  and  the  officers 
of  the  House  our  srnsc  of  the  obli- 
gation under  which  thev  have  placed 
IIS  by  the  faithful,  able,  aixl  as.siHiK>us 
discharge  of   their  duties   at   all  hours 


of  the  day  and  nighi  during  an  excvp- 
tionally  trying  sessini.      We  hope  th.it 
you  will  convey  our  thanks  to  all  engaged 
in  and  about  the  House,  and  that  you  will 
as  is  usual  arrange  that  their  services  shall 
be  recognised  as  far  as  possible  by  extoid- 
ing  to  them  the  utmost  liberty  during  th- 
Christmas  recess.     May  I  also  thank  bon 
orable  members  on  all  sides  for  the  a^ist- 
anoe  they  have  given  us.     No  Govern- 
ment could  accomplish  and  carry  on  busi- 
ness   without    that    assistance,    and  the 
present    Administratis    has   often  been 
dependent  upon  it.      I   have   to  express 
on  behalf  of  my  colleagues  and  myself 
our  recognition,  not  merely    of    the  in- 
valuable assistance  rendered  to  us  by  hem- 
orable  members  as  part  of  the  fulfilment  of 
parliamentary  obligations,  but  of  the  many 
acts  of  courtesy  and  kindness  extended  to 
us  from  all  sides  of  the  House.     There  is 
one  personal  reference  I  desire  to  make  be- 
fore resuming  my  seat,  and  that  is  to  my 
honorable  colleague  the  Treasurer.    I  am 
rather  gratified  that  he  is  not  within  hear- 
ing, and  am  especially  pleased  to  know 
that  the  remarkable  work  he  has  accom- 
plished has  already  been  recognised  by  botb 
sides  of  the  House.      I  have  had  better 
opix)rt unities  of  knowing  what  his  work  has 
been,  and  what  demands  have  been  made 
upon  him  than  any  other  honorable  mem- 
ber.    He  has  accomplished  a  Herculean 
feat — a  feat  which  practicallv  in  connexion 
with  the  first  Federal  Tariff  broke  down 
,the  iron  constitution  of  our  old  friend 
the  right  honcirable  member  for  Adelaide, 
who,  most  unhappily,  is  unable  to  be  with 
us.   A  task  which  would  havo  broken  down 
the  constitution  of  any  other  man  has  just 
been  completed  by  the  honorable  member 
for    Hume   with   the  most   resolute  and 
dogged  determination,  at  a  ix.rsonal  sacri- 
licf  rarely  {laralleled  in  Parliament.  Under 
the  sjufial  circumstances  of  the  ca.se,  hon- 
orable memljers  will  recognist-  that  I  may 
say  that  even  of  a  colleague,  because  tl>e 
Iiraise  is  most  richly  deserved. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden 
Monati) — Minister  of  Trade  ami  Customs) 
[9'57]  — A  question  was  asked  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Dalley  in  connexion  with 
a  statement  re.id  in  this  Chamber  a  day  or 
two  ago,  about  which  I  promised  to  make 
intjuiries.  Having  done  so,  I  am  in  a 
IK)sl(ion  to  clear  the  matter  up.  I  receivt^l 
a  request  from  Mr.  Beale  for  a  copy  ot 
the  circulars  which  hack t*Mn  sent  to  me 
concerning  pianos,  and  I  instructed  a  clerk 
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to  forward  any  that  I  might  have.  Anumgst 
these  circulars  was  that  read  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Maranoa  or  the  hon- 
orabie  member  for  Coolgardie.  It  was 
type-Written,  and  marked  on  it  in  pencil 
was  "  From  Allan  and  Co.,  13th  Septem- 
ber, 1907." 

Mr.  WiLKS. — It  was  not  the  only  one 
sent. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— No.  I 
had  requests  from  scores  of  industries,  ask- 
ing for  circulars,  and  these  were  sent.  «- 
cepting,  of  course,  any  marked  private 
and  confidential.  But  of  this  particular 
circular  I  knew  nothing  until  it  was  read 
in  the  House. 

Mr.  Fisher. — It  was  by  the  honorable 
member's  authority  that  it  was  sent. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Yes.  The 
clerk  who  sent  it  could  not  be  held  re- 
sponsible. But  the  Collector  of  Customs 
could  not  have  discovered  that  it  had  been 
sent,  because  it  was  one  of  many,  and 
merely  marked  with  my  compliments.  But 
amongst  my  private  letters,  I  have  turned 
up  one  from  Mr.  Beale,  dated  29th  Oc- 
tober, acknowledging  the  circular,  and  ask- 
ing if  I  saw  any  reascm  why  be  should  not 
reply  to  it,  panting  out  to  members  state- 
ments whidi  were  contradictory  of  each 
other.  In  answer  to  that  letter,  I  wrote 
on  the  30th  October — 

Dear  Mr.  Beale, 

Youis  of  the  29th  October  to  hand,  and  con- 
tenls  noted.  A'c  the  purticuhirii  fotwaided  to 
you,  they  came  in  the  way  of  a  circular,  and  I 
presume  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  other 
members.  Therefore,  I  think  you  are  quite- 
within  youi  rights  in  answering  same  without 
any  fuiihcr  retercn<e  In  the  .luthor  of  it.  Or 
why  not  put  your  case  in  similar  form,  and  ^end 
it  to  members?  I  will  be  glad  to  have  any 
representations  from  you,  covering  the  facts  as 
regards  this  industry. 

That  I  had  written  that  letter  had  quite 
slipped  my  memory ,  and  when  it  was 
stated  that  the  Treasurer  had  supplied 
private  information,  I  was  naturaliv  in- 
fiignant,  and  demanded  that  the  document 
Ix:  placed  on  the  table,  so  that  it  might 
t«  traced.  I  had  forgotten  that  I  had  sup- 
plied Mr.  Bcale  with  this  circular  until, 
meeting  him  last  evening,  he  said,  "  You 
sent  the  information  to  me." 

Mr.  Fisher. — Docs  the  honorable  mem- 
ber usually  supplv  copies  of  his  letter- 
file? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Nothing  of 
that  kind  was  done.  Many  persons  in- 
terested in  industries  have  asked  for  cir- 


culars, and  such  as  do  not  appear  in  the 
slightest  degree  oonfidoitial  have  been  fur- 
nished to  them. 

Mr.  Mabon. — Did  the  h(Hiorable  mem* 
ber  furnish  any  other  circular  to  Mr. 
Beale? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  in- 
structed the  clerk  to  send  along  copies  of 
any  circulars  I  might  havej  but,  so  far  as 
I  know,  I  did  not  see  the  circular  before  it 
was  sent. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Does  not  the  h(»H>rable 
member  think  that  it  was  a  peculiar  thing 
for  Mr.  Beale  to  ask  for  it? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— No.  I 
find  that  it  is  a  verbal  request.  Every 
time  I  go  to  Sydney  I  am  asked  for  in- 
formation of  this  sort  by  all  sorts  of  per- 
sons interested  in  manufactures. 

Mr.  Fisher. — That  makes  it  a  great 
deal  worse. 

Mr.  Wilson. — The  Minister  admits  that 
it  was  not  a  circular. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— No.  There 
is  no  heading  to  it,  and  it  is  type-written 
like  an  ordinary  circular.  It  is  not  signed 
by  Allan,  though  it  is  marked  as  issued  by 
Allan  and  Ca,  Melbourne. 

Mr.  Wilson. — It  contained  private 
notes  by  Mr.  Allan,  taken  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  information  to  the  Treasurer. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— That  is 
Mr.  Allan's  statement.  The  Treasurer 
says  that  Mr.  Allan  handed  him  this  docu- 
ment. Somehow  it  came  on  my  table  as 
a  circular,  and  I  instructed  my  clerk  to 
forward  a  copy  of  it  to  Mr.  Beale. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — It  was  rmt  marked 
private  and  confidential  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— No. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Did  Mr.  Beale  return  it? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  clerk 
sent  a  copy  marked  with  my  axnpliments ; 
the  original  has  never  been  out  of  my  oflSce. 
Evidently  the  clerk  looked  upon  it  as  a  cir- 
cular. I  wanted  to  clear  the  Treasurer  of 
any  accusation,  and  to  clear  Mr.  Beale, 
who,  when  he  saw  this  circular,  evidently 
thought  that  it  would  be  the  right  thing  to 
ask  me  whether  he  could  refer  to  it.  In 
replying  I  pointed  out  that  the  information 
was  in  the  form  of  a  circular,  and  that  I 
presumed  other  members  had  been  supplied 
with  it,  and  I  suggested  that  he  should  put 
his  reply  before  m«nbers. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Innocence  alax)ad  1 

Mr.  Wilson. — Has  the  Minister  no  de- 
sire to  clear  Mr.  Allan  from  the  imputa- 
tion of  the  Treasurer  that  it  wa^rt|giin- 
drel  who  sent  that  statement?  o 
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Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— If  Mr. 
Allan  handed  the  statement  to  the  Trea- 
surer, ccHisidering  it  a  private  one,  he  has 
a  right  to  cmnplain. 

Mr.  Wilson. — Did  not  the  Minister  say 
that  he  should  be  criminally  iprosecuted? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  said 
that  if  it  was  stated  that  the  Treasurer 
divulged  private  inf<xmation  he  should  be 
prosecuted.  That  is  why  I  asked  that  the 
document  be  laid  cm  the  table.  Should  I 
have  done  that  had  I  thought  that  there 
was  anything  to  hide? 

Mr.  Wilson. — The  Minister  should 
apologize  to  Mr.  Allan. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  do  not 
think  so. 

Mr.  Wilson. — The  Minister  said  that 
he  should  be  criminally  prosecuted. 

Mr.  Wilks. — That  was  in  answer  to  an 
interjection  of  mine  that  if  what  was  said 
was  true  the  Treasurer  should  prosecute 
Mr.  Allan. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  said 
that  the  Treasurer  would  disprove  it,  and 
that  he  could  disprove  it  in  a  court  of 
law.  I  think  that  my  statement  acquits  Mr. 
Allan. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Mr.  Allan  does  not  want 
an;  acquittal  at  the  Minister's  hands.  The 
Mmister  owes  him  an  apologv. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  do  not 
know  why.  I  did  not  receive  anything 
from  Mr.  Allan.  The  document  which 
came  into  my  hands  was  not  marked  pri- 
vate, and  had  reference  to  something  be- 
fore Parliament.  It  has  been  my  duty  to 
place  the  facts  of  the  case  before  honorable 
members  so  that  they  may  form  their  own 
opinions.  What  I  was  most  anxious  about 
was  that  no  charge  should  be  laid  at  the 
door  of  the  Department.  What  was  done 
was  done  in  accordance  with  my  instruc- 
tions ;  but  I  had  forgotten  about  the  mat- 
ter, because  any  number  of  tRese  circulars 
have  been  sent  to  me. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Was  the  copy  sent  to  Mr. 
.  Beale  paid  for? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— If  any 
noember,  or  manufacturer,  or  other  person 
asks  me  for  information  to  \vhich  I  think 
he  is  entitled,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  furnish 
it.     We  never  think  of  charging  for  it. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Did  any  one  else  apply 
for  information  in  the  way  that  Mr.  Besle 
did? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Scores  of 
people  have  been  given  information.  I 
have  had  honorable  members  and  represen- 
tatives of  the  press  at  the  crffices  of  the 


Department,  and  have  handed  documents 
to  them  to  peruse,,  so  long  as  they  have  i»ot 
been  marked  "private,"  or  were  not  con- 
fidential in  any  way.  Official  files  are,  of 
course,  dealt  with  with  discretion.  But 
what  I  wish  to  do  is  to  clear  those  to  whom 
some  blame  appeared  to  be  attached,  and 
to  take  the  blame  myself.  Whatever  the 
blame  may  be  for  what  has  occurred,  it  is 
on  my  shoulders.  I  have  already  quoted 
the  letter  of  the  29th  October,  in  whidi  I 
said — 

Re  the  particulars  forwarded  to  you,  thry 
came  in  the  way  o{  a  circular, 

because  I  had  never  seen  the  document, 
and  gave  instructions  that  copies  of  the 
circular  should  be  sent — 

and  I  presume  have  been  placed  in  the  handt 
of  other  members,  and  therefore  I  think  you  are 
quite  within  your  rights  ia  answering  same  with- 
out any  reference  to  tbe  author  of  it.  Or  why 
not  put  your  case  in  similar  form,  and  send  i't 
to  members? 

Honorable  members  must  know  that  all 
kinds  of  representaticms  are  made  to  roe 
Only  to-day  representations  were  made  to 
me  otxirarning  die  size  of  wheat  bags,  and 
in  the  ordinary  course  I  would  refer  them 
to  business  persons  in  tbe  city  and  hzvt 
the  statements  made  carefully  inquired  into 
by  officers  of  the  Department.  Howerer, 
I  have  stated  the  facts,  and  if  any  blame 
attaches  to  any  one  in  the  matter,  1  un- 
reservedly take  it  upon  myself,  and  I  leave 
it  to  any  unprejudiced  men  with  a  know- 
ledge of  the  facts  to  say  whether  I  de- 
serve blame  or  not. 

Mr.  Mahon. — If  the  honorable  member 
has  Mr.  Beale's  letter,  I  should  like  to 

see  it. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Certainly. 
I  have  not  Mr.  Beale's  letter  with  me,  bat 
I  can  let  the  hniOTable  member  see  it  if 

he  desires  to  do  so. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [10.8].— 
Since  I  asked  a  questicHi  with  reference  to 
the  casual  hands  employed  in  the  Govern- 
ment Printing  OfSce,  I  have  learned  that 
some  of  them  have  been  employed  under 
the  State  and  under  the  Commonwealth  in 
that  Department  for  fifteen  years,  and  hare 
never  known  what  it  is  to  have  a  holiday. 
I  hope  the  Government  will  make  some 
change  in  this  regard.  I  believe  there  are 
amongst  the  casual  hands  six  compositors, 
four  readers,  and  four  warehousemen,  and 
when  the  House  has  been  sitting  they  have 
had  to  work  the  same  ^trap{^^^e  per- 
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manent  hands.  I  should  like  to  say  a 
word  with  respect  to  the  Prime  Minister's 
reference  to  the  terrible  task  which  the 
Treasurer  was  called  uixm  to  perform.  The 
honorable  gentleman  sat  at  the  table  for 
twenty-two  hours  at  one  stretch,  and  day 
after  day,  for  over  sev«ity  days,  in  carry- 
ing the  TariflF  through.  Should  another 
Tariff  be  submitted  in  this  House,  we  shall, 
if  we  are  sensible  men,  devise  some  means 
bv  which  it  may  be  dealt  with  in  sections. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [lo.io].— 
I  am  very  sorry  that  at  this  time,  when 
honorable  members  should  be  ready  to  part 
with  feelings  of  peace  and  goodwill  to- 
wards eadi  odier,  the  matter  referred  to 
by  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs 
should  have  cropped  up. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Was  it  not  very  generous 
of  the  htmorable  gentleman  to  accept  the 
respcxisitnlity  ? 

Mr.  WILSON.—Not  at  all ;  I  do  not 
think  that  there  has  been  any  generosity 
exhHnted  by  the  honorable  gentleman.  On 
the  contrary,  I  think  that  the  greatest  blamp 
attaches  to  him  for  permittine  private  infor- 
mation to  be  given  to  a  rival  firm. 

Mr.  Deakin. — The  honorable  member  is 
confusing  the  act  with  the  statement  which 
has  now  been  made. 

.  Mr.  WILSON.— If  the  Prime  Minister 
had  been  present  during  the  debate  which 
took  place  on  this  matter  a  few  evaiings 
ago  

Mr.  Deakin. — I  heard  part  of  it. 

Mr.  WILSON.— He  would  have  known 
that  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs 
protested  most  vehementlv  against  the  ac- 
tiOTi  taken  bv  Mr.  Allan  with  retrard  to  the 
circular  throwing  the  whole  of  the  blame 
on  the  man  who  now  from  the  Hps  of  the 
h<»iorabIe  gentleman  himself  is  shown  to 
have  been  perfectly  innocent.  Hmorable 
members  must  have  felt  that  n  "rreat  inlus- 
tice  was  done  Messrs.  Allan  and  Company, 
and  Mr.  George  Allan  in  particular.  Hon- 
orable members  generally  at  the  time  the 
matter  was  discussed  fullv  acquitted  the 
Treasurer  of  any  blame,  and  the  suspicion 
as  to  where  the  blame  resterl  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
tOTis  and  some  of  his  officers.  The  Afinis- 
ter  has  gone  into  the  m.ntter  now,  but  at  the 
time  to  which  I  refer  he  said  directly,  or 
in  answer  to  a  auestion,  that  Mr.  George 
Allan  should  have  been  prosecuted  rrimi- 
nallv  for  having  issued  the  circular  in  which 
he  said  that  some  orivate  information  whirh 
he  harl  givrai  to  the  Department  or  to  the 


Treasurer  had  leaked  out,  and  had  been 
used  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  informa- 
tion to  a  trade  rival.  That  sort  of  thing  is 
to  be  deprecated,  and  if  the  practice  were 
to  l)e  continued  it  would  mean  that  men  en- 
gaged in  business,  and  particularly  in  the 
business  of  importation,  would  withhold  in- 
formation which  ought  to  be  given  to  the 
Department.  I  think  that  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs  should  In-  letter  or  in 
some  other  way  make  reparation  in  the 
form  of  an  apology  to  Mr.  Allan,  because 
as  he  was  the  cause  of  the  bitterness  of 
feeling  it  is  frcwn  him  reparation  should 
come. 

Mr.  Malonev. — Have  any  untruths  been 
told?  Has  Mr.  Bealebe^  falselv  accusing 
Mr.  Allan? 

Mr.  WILSON. — I  have  not  said  any- 
thing about  Mr,  Beale.  I  acquit  him  of 
all  blame.  It  was  Mr.  Allan  who  was  ac- 
cused of  being  untruthful  for  making  the 
statement  he  did  in  his  circular.  He  was 
called  a  scoundrel  in  this  House,  and  I  say 
that  reparation  should  be  made  to  him,  be- 
cause to  my  personal  knowledge  of  the  last 
thirty  years  Mr.  Allan  and  his  family  have 
had  a  reputation  in  Melbourne  that  is  be- 
yond reproach. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  Treasurer  said  he 
was  a  scoundrel  if  he  said  that  he  divulged 
the  informaticm. 

Mr.  Wise. — That  is  exac^Iv.  what  was 
said. 

Mr.  WILSON.— That  is  only  a  matter  of 
detail  a.s  to  the  Avords  used, 

Mr.  Salmon. — Is  it  ? 

Mr.  WILSON. — The  Treasurer  said  in  a 
moment  of  heat  that  the  man  who  issued 
that  circular  was  a  scoundrel,  and  I  say 
that  the  matter  should  be  set  right  bv  the 
Minister  .of  Trade  and  Custcms  apologizing 
to  Mr.  Allan  in  some  way  or  other,  since 
he  has  himself  admitted  that  he  was  to 
blame.  I  should  like  to  indorse  what  the 
Prime  Minister  has  said  with  regard  to  the 
great  work  which  has  been  done  by  the 
Treasurer.  I  fought  the  Tariff  throu£;h,  as 
well  as  the  Treasurer,  and  T  can  only  say 
that  the  endurance  displayed  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  was  phenonenal.  He 
carried  all  his  guns  on  deck  from  1 1  in  the 
morning  to  nearly  11  o'clock  the  next  morn- 
ing. He  never  ceased  to  be  able  to  use 
them,  either  as  quick-firers,  as  pom-ix>ms, 
or  as  heavy  artillery,  at  any  time  of  the 
day  or  night.  The  Prime  Minister  has 
foreshadowed  several  different  kinds  of  mil- 
lenium  —  the  fiscal  raillenium,  the  indus- 
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trial  millenium,  and  to-night  the  military 
millenium,  and  I  think  that  when  we  are 
dealing  with  the  latter  the  honorable  gentle- 
man might  consider  the  advisability  <if 
putting  the  Treasurer,  in  view  of  the 
great  generalship  and  skill  he  has 
shown,  in  command  of  the  forces.  As  a 
great  amount  of  fighting  power  and 
staying  capadty  has  been  shown  on 
this  side  of  the  chamber,  it  will  be  ad- 
visable to  select  the  other  officers  from 
this  quarter.  The  thanks  of  the  House 
are  due  to  the  Chairman  of  Committees 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  has  performed 
his  work,  and  to  the  officers  of  the  House 
and  the  attendants  for  the  way  they  have 
discharged  their  duties  under  very  trying 
circimistances.  I  hope  that  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  all  honorable  members,  and  all 
the  officers  of  the  House  will  enjoy  a  very 
happy  vacatitm. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laaneooorie)  [10.16].— 
Had  I  known  that  the  question  of  print- 
mg  a  certain  paper  was  to  be  put  without 
further  debate,  I  should  have  said 
a  few  words  before  it  was  done.  I  have 
l^een  very  much  interested  in  the  Prime 
Minister's  speech,  whidi  is  the  most  in- 
formative that  we  have  had  on  defence 
matters  in  this  chamber  since  the  inaugura- 
tion of  the  Commonwealth.  I  know  that 
we  have  to  thank  the  Minister  of  Defence 
for  it  in  no  small  degree.  As  one  who 
has  been  somewhat  severe  at  times  upon 
that  honorable  gentleman,  I  thoroughly 
appreciate  the  enormous  amount  of  work 
which  he  has  done,  outside  this  House,  and 
outside  the  ken  of  honorable  members 
general  1  y ,  in  the  direction  of  perfecting 
the  svstem  of  organization  that  is  so  ne- 
cessary for  defence  purposes  in  Australia. 
I  feel  scans  gratification  that  at  least 
four  matters  which  I  have  brought  before 
tlie  House  at  different  times  have  bet^n 
adopted  by  the  Government.  The  for- 
mati<xi  of  a  medical  reserve  will  have  a 
potent  effect  in  increasing  the  value 
of  our  defence  force,  and  of  giving 
the  medical  section  the  status  that 
we  all  desire  that  it  should  have. 
The  indication  that  the  Government  are 
prepared  to  promote  anv  officer  from  the 
militia,  volunteer,  or  permanent  forces  to 
any  position  in  the  military  forces  of  the 
Commonwealth  which  he  seems  to  be 
s[)eciallv  fitted  to  fill,  will  receive  the 
heartv  approbation,  not  onlv  of  this 
Chamber,  but  of  the  whole  of  the  forces 
"  e  Qxnmonwealth.  Further,  the  de- 
hirh  the  Government  have  expressed 


lo  interchange  militia  as  well  as  per- 
manent officers  with  others  from  different 
parts  of  the  Empire,  will  be  regarded  as 
a  great  privilege  by  a  large  number  of 
men  who  are  only  too  anxious  to  give  up 
their  time,  and  even  to  spend  their  owd 
money  in  perfecting  themselves  in  tbdr 
professicHi,  and  the  proposal  to  in- 
clude militia  c^ocers  in  the  Boanl 
will  give  general  satisfaction.  I  heartily 
indorse  the  expressions  of  good-will  towards 
yourself,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  those  con- 
nected with  the  services  of  the  House  for 
the  magnificent  fashion  in  which  they  have 
carried  through  the  work  of  a  very  arduous 
sessicm. 

Mr.  KING  O'.MALLEY  (Darwin) 
[10.20]. — I  desire  to  congratulate  the 
Prime  Minister  on  his  speech  It  w«  a 
great  speech  on  a  great  occasion  hy  a 
great  man.  Of  course,  I  shall  be  opposed 
to  any  militarv  expenditure.  I  wish  also 
to  congratulate  the  Treasurer  on  bavii^ 
helped  me  to  enable  the  members  of  tbis 
Parliament  to  have  the  merriest  Christmas 
and  the  best  New  Year  that  they  haw  had 
for  many  a  day.  I  trust  that,  if  poodle, 
the  Prime  Minister  will  give  the  offions 
of  the  House  a  month's  extrii  pay,  so  tfiat 
they  may  enjoy  themselves. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat— Minister  of 
External  Afifairs)  [10.21]. — I  shall  have 
much  pleasure  in  bringing  under  the  at- 
tention of  the  Treasurer  the  cases  of 
casuals  to  which  the  honorable  member 
for  Me]I>ourne  has  referred,  and  I  wish 
every  one  present  a  Merry  Christmas  and 
a  Happy  New  Year. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— In  putting  the  ques 
tion,  I  may  be  allowed  to  acknowledge  the 
kindly  remarks  of  the  Prime  Minister  and 
other  honorable  members.  I  can  express 
my  own  conviction,  without  reser\'e,  that 
the  thanks  of  the  House  are  indeed  due 
If)  tho  Chairn-.Tn  of  Committees,  the 
officers  at  the  table,  and  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Reporting  Staff,  and  the  wbde 
staff  of  the  Parliament.  I  feel  that  a  most 
arduoiiB  part  of  the  session  has  been  gone 
through,  and  that  not  one  word  of  praise 
uttered  concerning  those  gentlemen  has 
been  over-stated.  For  my  own  part.  I 
tnist  that  honorable  members  mav  enjoy 
to  the  uttermost  the  hoUdav  which  they 
have  so  well  earned. 

Question  resolved  in  th^  affirm|tive. 
House 
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Explanation  of  Abbmviations.— i4<i;.,  motion  of  adjouromeot;  ad.  ref.^  adoption  of  report; 
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question i  ib.,  3s.,  first,  second,  or  third  reading;  recom.,  recommitted. 


Archer,  Mr^  B.  W.,  Capricoinia  : 

Address-in-Replyi  m.>  139 

Australian  Industries   Freienratioa   Bill,  2s., 

9039,  9101. 
Bounties^  address,  130 

Bounties  Bill,  807;  com.  (spedfication  of 
bounties),  1059;  (schedule)  (cotton),  1077; 
(olives),  iiao;  (palm  fruit),  1x84;  (tobacco), 
1225;  (fish),  ragt 

Budget,  3191 

Cattle,  Argentine,  6677 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons,  req.,  (Agricultural 
Machinery  and  Implementsl,  10665 ;  (Otis), 
10914;  '  (PriDtine  and  Stencilling  Inks), 
rio93.    See  Tanff  Resolutions  (Customs) 

Defence : 

Cadet  System,  address,  130 
Department  of  the  Interior,  address,  130 
Federal  Administration,  address,  129 
Federal  Finance,  Budget,  3194 
Immigration,  suffly,  962t>4 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  RaiUvav  Survey 

Bill,  as.,  733 
Land  Tax,  Budget,  3197 
Lights  and  Beacons,  address^  131 
London  Offices  of  Commonwealth,  sufply,  3671 
Mail  Service,  Queensland,  petition,  1056 
Mail  Steamer,  Bingera,  q.,  10463 
Manufactures  Encouragement  B'ill,  zk.,  6378 
New  Protection,  Budget,  3193 
Old-age  Pensions,  Budget,  3197;  m.,  9342  ■ 
Parliament,    Press   Reports   of  Proceedings, 

Budget,  3198 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  m.,  1923;  2R., 

1985;  earn,  (amount  of  allowance),  2003 
Prorog;ition,  q.,  11053 

Protective  Policy,  Effect  of.  Budget,  3193 

Public  Service  t 

Queensland   Promotions,   m.,  10136 
Retirement  of  Officer,  q.,  8813 

Quarantine  Bill,  com.  (scope  of  quarantine), 
>S33i  (po't  of  entiy)*  1564;  (examination 
if  imported  stock),  1724,  1756,  1761;  (power 
to  destroy  diseased  animals),  1725 

Queensland  Railways,  Budget,  3196 

Shipping  Combine,  adj.,  3969 

States  Debts,  Budget,  31.J5 


Archer,  Mr.  E.  Wi.— continued. 
Sugar  Industry  : 

Black  Labour  in.  Budget,  3191  . 
Casual  Labourers,  10878 

Supply  : 

External  Affairs  (Miscellaneous),  9631 
Works    and    Buildings,    ExtemaJ  Affairs 

(London  Offices),  367r 
Tariff :  m.,  yq\ 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 
Agricultural,   Horticultural   and  Viticultural 

Machinery   and  Implements,  n.e.i.,  6054, 

6^51 

Agricultural,  Horticultural  and  Viticultural 
Machinery  and  Implements,  cent,  reg., 
10665 

Droppers,  6116 

Hngioes,  6704 

Glass,  6934 

Manufactures  of  Paper,  7204 
Oils,  cont.  reg.,  10914 
Pianos,  7356 

Printing  and  Stencilling  Inks,  7343,  7245, 

7346,  .7251,  7258;  eons,  reg.f  11093 
Rails,  Stc,  6818,  6828 
Sheep  washes,  6990 
Sugar,  4674,  47^ 

Wicker,  Bamboj,  and  Cane,  7108,  7109 
Wire  Netting  {f.o.,  4573),  4575,  4576 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 
Golden  Syrup,  47O7 

Telegrams,  Delayed,  f.,  8813,  8925 

Atkinson,  Mr.  L.,  WUmot: 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  188 

Australian  Industries  Fieservation   Bill,  al., 

9036;  com.,  (persons  to  answer  questions  and 

produce  documents),  9223 
Bounties  Bill,  2B.,  991;  com.  (schedule),  1083; 

(mohair),  iog6;  (coffee],  1199 
Budget,  3294 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cont.  req.  [Hay  and 
Chaff),  10539;  (Wire  Netting),  10772; 
(Roofing  Tiles),  10901;  (Oils),  looiS;  (In- 
secticides), 11004;  (Timb*r^,-jfUft  [^(Cm- 
tains  and  Blinds),  it^ftSV  ^V^I^ff^RciO- 
lutions  (Customs) 


ii  Index  to  Speeches. 


Atkinson,  Mr.  L. — continued. 
Defence  : 

Coastal,  address,  igt 

Military  Regulations,  q.,  9193 

Naval  Agreement,  address,  191 
Federal  AdmiDistiation,  address,  188 
r.rain  Bags,  g.,  11051 
Immigration,  address,  189 
Imperial  Conference,  address,  i8g 
Income   Tax,    Payment   by   Federal  Officers, 

address,  191 
Kaigooilie  to  Port   Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  ZK.,  718 
Land  Taxation,  address,  1H9 
London  Offices,  supply,  3672 
Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  address,  19a 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  hi.,  6494 
Northern  Territory,  address,  190 
Parliamentary    Allowances    Bill,    sr.,  i07Qr 

dam.  (amount  of  allowance),  2009 
Preferential  Trade,  address,  190 
Prefereotial  Voting,  address,  191 
Quarantine  Bill,  com.   (scope  of  quarantine), 

'517;  (interpretation),  1540;  (ports  of  eotryli 

1551 ;  ions,  amdts.t  8948 
Responsible  Government,  address,  1S8 
Shipping  Ring,  British,  10785 
Supply  : 

Works  and  Buildings  (Trade  and  Customs), 
3443;  (External  Affairs),  3672 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  as.*  11745;  q.,  11788 
Tariff  Rerision,  address,  1% 
Tariff;  m.,  3394 

Con^atulatory  Telegrams,  2996 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Candles,  49^1 

Curtains  and  Blinds,  cons,  req.,  11440 
Hay  and  Chaff,  5426;  ad.  ref.,  7454;  eons. 

req..  10539 
Iron,  Plate  and  Sheet,  6547 
Insecticides,  cons,  req.,  11004 
Manufactures  of  Paper,  71SS 
Oils,  cons,  req.,  I0918 
Potatoes,  5341 
Rock  Drills,  6783 
Roofing  Tiles,  eons,  req.,  10901 
Stearine  and  Paraffine,  5140 
Timber,  undressed,  7076,  7096;  eons,  req.. 

Traction  and  Portable  Engines,  6685 

Wire  Netting,  eons,  req.,  10772 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Tasmanian  Mail  Service,  q.,  11017 
Trawler,  sufply,  3443;  q.,  5238,  11261 

Bumford,  Hon.  F.  W.,  Heihert  : 

Bounties   Bill,    com.    (schedule)  (rice),  1192^ 
(coffee),     1201 ;     reeom.     (specification  of 
bounties),  1386,  1387;  5415. 
Coastal  Surveys,  q,,  4519 
Commonwealth  Cuirency,  q.,  2235 
Commonwealth  Savings  Bank,  q.,  407 
Contract  Immigrants,  q.,  502,  1281 ;  a'dj.,  1743, 
»344 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons,  req.,  (Sago  and 
Tapioca),  10498;  (Gloves),  io.S78;  (Manu- 
factures of  Metal),  10706;  (Wire. netting), 
10760;  (Timber),  11038,  11 165.  See  Tariff 
Resolutions  (Customs) 

Defence : 
Officers*  Alien  Servants,  q.,  11627 
Small  Arms  and  Ammunition  Factorr.  a,. 
6356 


Bamford,  Hon.  F.  yi.~eeHtiiuud. 

Thursday   Island   Fott,   Explosimi  at, 
10750,  I 1627 
Disputed   Elections   and    Qualificatioo,  Bill, 

com.  (pending  petitions),  6381 
Federal  Capital,  q.,  8814 
Grain  Bags,  Size  of,  q.,  6228,  7415,  11051 
Immigrants,  Spanish,  q.,  4647,  7113 
Immigration  Restriction  Act,  adj.,  244 
Mails  : 

Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  q..  9766 
Papua,  Solomon  Islands  and  New  Hcbriild, 

3508,  3509 
Railway  Carriage  of,  q.,  11158 

Manufactures  Encour.igcment  Bill,  int..  5^14 

Old-Age  Pensions,  m..  9324 

Papua  : 

Administration  of,  supply,  9413 
Conflict  Group,  Purchase  of,  q.,  7248 
Telegraphic  Communicatica  with.  40$ 

Post  Offices: 
Cairns,  Ways  and  Means,  ^3 

Postal  : 

Promotions,  Queensland,  q.,  5240 

Registered  Letter,  non-delivery  of,  919] 
Printing  Machinery,  supply,  3597 
Public  Service  ; 

Age  Retirements,  m.,  9194 

Classification,  q.,  1975 

North  Queensland  :  Extra  Living  Allowanoi 
q..  9009 

Public  Works  Estimates,  q.,  1866 

Quarantine  Bill,  sr.,  K,-iy;  cam.,  (order  to  per- 
form quarantine),  1720;  (power  to  dcstn* 
diseased  animals),  1729 

Queensland  Coast,  Lighting  of,  ttifply.  9S89 

Session,  Close  of,  q..  11791 

Shipping  Combine,  q.,  3585 

Silver  Coinage,  f.,  3335 

Sittings  of  Hou&e,  j.,  6729 ' 

Supply  : 

External    Affairs    (Administration),   <mii  ; 

(Miscellaneons),  9724 
Home  Affairs  (Works  and  Buildings),  qSSo 
Works  and  Buildings  (Treasurv),  350- 
Tariff  : 

Kerosene,  Flash  Point  of,  q.,  iiiSn 
Opium,  Smugf^Iing  of,  q.,  2565 
Tariff  Resolutions  : 
Agricultural,  Horticultural,  and  ViticultuNi 

Machinery  and  Implements,  n.e.i.,  6550 
Citms  Fruits,  5333 
Coffee,  5261,  5263,  ^264 
Eggs,  5265 

Gloves,  cons,  req.,  10578 
Iron,  Plate  and  Sheet,  6546 
Lead,  Sheet  and  Piping,  6049 
Machinery,  Ike,  ^735 

Manufactures  of  Metal,  cons.  req..  lo-ad 
Manufactures  ot  Paper,  7191 
Piece  Goods,  Woollen  (p.o.,  ^840) 
Sago  and  Tapioca,  eons,  req,,  10498 
Stearine  and  Paraffine,  5152 
Sugar,  468a 

Timber,  Undressed,  7035,  7106;  etns.  req., 

11038,  1 1 165 
Tobacco,  Manufactured,  n.e.i.,  4294 
Tool  Handles,  7123 
Wire  Netting,  4540;  eoHt.  req.,  10760 
[See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Tropical  Diseases  in  Ai^SMff.jmMy.  0724 
Ye/r.BocJ:,  q..  10607  ^"t^gl^ 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  q.,  11337 


July  3, 1907,  to  June  o,  1908. 


Hi 


Batohslor,  Hon.  B.  L.,  Bootkby: 

Agricultanl  Imptement  Making  Industry,  adj.t 
12167 

Australiao  Induitriei  PrecervKtion  Bill,  ai., 
9101 

Bountiet  Bill,  aB.,  919;  com.  (tpeci&catioD  of 
bountiei),  1058;  {schedule)  (cotton)  1076, 
(mohaii)  1096,  (olives)  11151  (palm  fiuit) 
1 184,  (coffeej  1202,  1207,  (tobacco)  1226 

BraddoD  Section,  Budget,  3037 

Budget.  3035.  3104 

Busmess,  Order  01,  m.,  2804  i  q.,  10078 
Chairmaa  of  Committees,  supply,  82,  83;  m., 
316 

Customs  Prosecution,  f.,  90S9 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cans.  reg.  (Sago  and 
Tapioca),  10497;  (Hay  and  Chaff),  10529; 
(Bags  and  Sacks),  10571,  10572;  (Hats  and 
Caps),  10601;  (Arms),  10658;  (Kitchen  Uten- 
silt),  10707,  10708;  (Locks),  10777,  *o793; 
(Standards,  Steel  Fencing),  10799;  (Oils), 
10887,  lo^i  >^o975>  10992;  (Ammonia), 
iiooi  ;  (Curtains  and  Blinds),  114391  11442; 
(Motive  Power  Machinery  and  Appliances), 
^'537;  (Pulley  Blocks),  11541;  (Articles 
made  from  Aluminium),  11544 ;  (Timber), 
11573;  ti4>7  Tariff  resolutions 

(Customs).) 

Cuatomt  Taxation,  Budget,  3044 

Defence : 

Artillery  Practice  at  Naime,  10700 
Harbor  and  Coastal,  suffly,  3337 
Electoral  Department : 

Electoral  Act,  Amendment  of,  suf^y,  (|77o-i 
Postal  Officials  as  Returning  Omcera,  m.. 
701 

Rolls,  f.,  ii259t  11330 
Excise  Tariff  (Agnciutural  Machinery)  Act, 
?•»  7"3 

Excise  Tariff  (Spirits)  Act,  adj.,  4142;  f., 
4647,  4648,  4748,  5*38*  53*8,  5691,  7027, 
7397,  7298;  Ways  and  Means,  5698 

Federal  Expenditure,  Budget,  3041 

Government    Printing    Office,    suffly,  9971 

House,  Rights  of,  m.,  11427 

Immigration,  suffly,  9696-9 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  com.  (quali- 
fications), 11967 ;  (disquali&cations),  1196S, 
I 1970,  11972 

Land  Tax,  Progressive,  suffly^  9698;  q., 
10878 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6454 

New  Protectkra,  Budget,  3045,  3105;  adj., 

4142;  q..  4647,  4648,  4748;  Ways  and  Mtmu. 

5698 

Northern  Territory,  g.,  194 
Old-age  Penuons,  Budget,  3035 
Parliament,  reflections  on,  exfl.,  10975 :  ^^f-t 
10993 

Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  com.  (amount 
of  allowance)  1996,  (conscientiont  scruples) 
aoii 

Pianos,  Exhibit  in  Parliament  House,  g.,  7114 
Postal  Department : 
Administration,  Royal  Commission  as  to,  g., 

9477;  suffly,  10345;  104*5 
Chinese  Helmets,  g.,  6593,  6675 
Expenditure   in   South    Australia,  suffly, 
11393 

Mail  Motor  Cars,  g.,  4086,  10752,  11526, 
11791 


Batchelor,  Hon.  £.  'L.—ecntinued. 
Post  Offices,  Expenditure  upon,  suffly.  3335; 
South  Australian  Officials,^.,  2566,  2890; 
Letter  Carriers  and  Mail  Cart  Drivers,  V., 
9846 

Stamp  Priatmg,  suffly,  9972,  11395 

Telegraphic  Messages  Abroad,      9389,  1215) 
Post  Offices  : 

Northam,  suffly.  3533,  3538 

Unley,  q.,  5497 
Postal  Rates  Bill,  f.,  882 
Public  Service : 

Administration  of,  suffly,  9775-6 

District  Allowances,  suffly,  1137*:  "9i9 

Increments,  Budget,  3042 

Retiring  Age,  suffly,  10246 
Quarantine  Bill,  an.,    528,    com.     (scope  of 

(juaranline)   1532,  (State  laws  and  regala- 

tions),  177a ;  cons,  amdts.,  8943 
Quorum  Rules,  Breach  of,  f.9.,  6800 
Sittings  of  House,  g.,  6416 
Stamp  Printing  Machinery,  q.,  398.  314,  406 
Sugar  Bounty  Act,  Budget,  3036 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  m.,  82,  83 
Supply  Bill  (No.  1)  1908-9.        ">8o,  12183 
Supply  : 

External  Affairs  (Miscellaneous),  9696 

Home  Affairs  (Electoral  Office),  9770;  (Pub- 
lic Service  Commissioner).  9775 

Postmaster-General  (Central  Staff).  10345; 
(Expenditure  in  South  Australia),  11393 

Treasury  (Govemmeat  Printer),  9971;  (Dis- 
trict Allowances),  11376 

Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  3^5  ; 
(Trade  and    Customs),    3437;    (Post  and 
Telegraphs),  3515,  3533.  3538.  3591 
Surplus  Revenue  :  Monthly  Balances,  g.,  117S5 
Tariff :  m.,  3035,  3105  5        '*t"  7454 

Revenue  from.  Budget,  3038 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Costoms) : 

Ale,  Porter,  and  other  Beer,  {f.o.,  4>*a). 
4126 

Ammonia,  cons,  req.,  iiooi 
Arms,  6036,  6037;  eons,  req.,  10658 
Articles    for   official    use   of   SUtes  Go- 
vernors, 7404,  7418,  7421 
Articles  made  from  Aluminium,  cons,  reg., 

"544 
Bicycles,  7375,  7281 

Bolts,  61 1 3 

Carbon,  Bisulphide,  739a 

Chain,  n.e.i.,  6113 

Cosies  and  Cushions,  5741 

Cotton  Asbestos,  7399 

Cycle  ParU,  Plated,  7283 

Cycle  Parts.  n.e.i..  7284 

Curtains  and  Blinds,  eons,  reg.,  ii439>  "44* 

Dates,  5332 

Droppers,  6832 

Furniture,  7017 

Graphite,  6858 

Hats  and  Caps,  eons,  req.,  10601 
Hav  and  Chaff,  5363;  eons,  req.,  10529 
Kitchen  Utensils,  cons,  req.,  10707,  10708 
Lamps  and  Lampware,  6ou 
Lead,  Sheet  and  Piping,  6052 
Live  Stock,  4770 

Locks  and  Staples,  61 14;  cons,  reg.,  10777, 
10793 

Machinery  and  Parts  thereof,  6107 
Manures,  7366,  7372 

Motive  Power  Machinery  an^lQ^hUanccs. 
6641,  6662;  cons.  req..  11537  O 


Lv 
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Batchelor,  Hon.  E.  L. — eoniinued. 

Tariff  Resolutioas  (Customs) — continued. 

OW*,  cons.  Tea.,  10887,  ^oSqa,  10Q7C,  10093 
Painti  and  Colouri,  6Slto^       '  ^ 

Peel,  5333*  533^ 
Piece  Goods,  5923 
Pulley  Blocks,  f.o.,  11541 
Rice  (uDclcaned;,  5528 
Saccharin,  6975 

Sago  and  Tapioca,  tons,  req.,  10497 

Salt,  Gypsum*  aod   Manure   Bags,  5645; 

recom.,    5735,   5736,    5737;    com.  rej., 
10571,  10573 
Screws,  D.e.i.,  6770 

Standards,  Steel  Fencing,  cons,  reg.,  10799 
State  Imports,  7439 
Stone  and  Marble,  6960 
Sugar,  4701,  4766 
Tanks,  6634 

Timber,  undressed,  7083,  7087,  7089;  cons. 

req.,  11573 
Tobacco,     (manufactured,     n.e.i.),      4213 ; 

(unmanufactured),  4303 
Traction  and  Portable  Engines,  6684 
Vehicletf  "ja^ 
Wine,  n.e.i.,  4141 
Wire  Netting,  4460,  4C76 

{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise) : 
Saccharin,  4766 

Tobacco,  hand<made,  strand,  4305 
Tasmanian  .Cable,  11707 
Telephones  : 

Charges,  Reduction  of,  q.,  S80 

Indexing  of  List.,  q.,  3586 

Norwood  and  Unley  Exchanges,  q.,  1090, 
SS«> 

Rates,  Anomalies  in,  q,,  978;  mffty,  3515 
Trawler,  suffty.  3437 
Wages  Boards,  Budget,  3111 
Weather  Foreca^tSi  q.,  8926,  9091,  9480 


B«at,  Senator  Hon.  B.  W.,  Victoria  : 

Additional  AppnKuiation  Bill,  1907-8,  m.s.e,, 
II.,  11473;  Schedule  (Postmaster -General), 
11620,  11621 

Additional  Appropriation  (Works  and  Build- 
ings) Bill,  1907-8,  m.s.o.,  11622;  2R.,  11622, 
11690 

Additional  Appropriation  (Works  and  Build- 
ings) Bill,  1905-6  and  1906-7,  m.s.o.,  11623 

Address-in-Repty,  m.,  53 

Adjouxnmeat,  adj.,  6416 

Adjournment :  Easter,  q.,  10253,  10369 

Adjonrnment,  Special,  m..  9,  4893,  6353,  6415, 
7052,  7786,  7790,  10073,  10300,  10399,  ioefi», 
11321,  11333,  11384,  11697,  13149;  suffty, 
5878 

Ag'ricuUure,   Department  of,   q.,  8365,  8483, 

8505,  8506 

Agricultural  Implement  Woikers,  q.,  5177 

Agricultural  Show,  adj.,  2962 

American   Fleet,   q.,  8554,  0138,  ^236 ;  obs.. 

9421;  q.,  11301,  11468,  11469,  1147D,  11983. 

laioa;  obs.,  9951 
Anglo-Japanese  Treaty,  q.,  5858;  suffly,  5876 
Antarctic  Expedition,  q.,  7703,  7754,  7849 


est,  Senator  Hon.  R.  Yf .—continued. 

Appropriation  Bill,  m.s.o.,  10360;  aM...  10361; 
cam.,  (Parliament),  10386,  10389;  (External 
Affairs)  10390,  10291,  10293,  10296,  10299, 
10303 ;  (Attorney-General),  10303 ;  (Trea- 
sury), 10371 ;  (Defence),  103&4,  10386, 
10388 ;  (Postmaster-General),  10390 ;  31., 
'0399 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill, 
iR.,  3706;  SR.,  3798,  3925;  com.,  Schedule 
(Defence),  3930,  3931,  4037,  4038,  4041, 
4043,  4045;  ( Postmaster-General),  4047. 
4048,  4049;  (Treasury),  4056,  4059,  4063; 
(External  Affairs),  4063,  4065,  4078;  3i., 
4144 

Asiatics,  Registration  of,  q.,  9422 

Australia,    Map    of,    q.,  5466;  Advertising, 

suffly,    10303;    q.,    tt3l8,    1130a,  11472; 

suffly,  12144,  13145 

Austialian  Men  of  Letters  Fund,  sufply, 
10302 

Australian    Industries    Preservation    Act,  q., 

4035,  6294,  7569,  7653;  adj.,  4378 
Australian   Industries'  Preservation   Bill,  int.. 
iR.,  4144;  3B-,  4365,  4911;  eow.  [burden  of 
proof),  4918,  (persons  to  answer  question} 
and  produce  documents),   5013,  5015,  5031, 
5094,  5108,  5110,  (production  of  documents!. 
5111,  (documents  may  be  impounded),  511^^ 
S"3;  ad.  ref.,  5178,  5193;  38.,  5*85;  f-. 
5978;  eons,  amdts.  (persons  to  answer  ques- 
tions and  produce  documents).  10071 
Anti-Trust,  and  Commerce  Laws,  q.,  11303 
Bananas,  Inspection  Fees,  q.,  4472,  4707 
Bible  Reading  in  State  Schools,  q.,  2283,  1514 
Bicycle  Industry,  q.,  5978,  6394,  7569 
Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  int.  and  iR.,  350; 
com.  (application  oif  State  laws),  671,  673. 
676 

Boot  Machinery  Trust,  q.,  878,  934 
Bounties,  Western  Australia,  q.,  5173,  5284 
Bounties  Act,  y.,  7653,  9138 
Bounties   Bill,   com.,   (appropriation),   3765 ; 

(minimum  wage),  3771  ;  (regulations),  2856, 

2860;   (rice,   uncleaned),   3475;   (f-o.,  ^470. 

3481),  3485;  ad.  ref.,  458!;;  recom.,  4839 
British  Goods,  CertiScates  of  value,  m.,  1957; 

q.,  7928 
Budget,  adj.,  1^94;  q.,  1684 
Bulgarian  Immigrants,  q.,  8075-6 
Business  : 

Conduct  of,  adj.,  485,  487,  585,  7564 ;  obs., 

651;  suffly,  1863,  193a 
Order  of,  31,  32,  34;  adj.,   157,  766, 

1713,   3888,  4631;   m.,   5395;   adj..  5782, 
8284,  10919,  11909,  12038;  obS;  336^ 
Cabinet  Changes,  ^.^  7544,  7569;  obs.,  7652 
Cables,  suffly,  iSoa,  1953 
Cattle,  Argentine,  5«ii 
Chinese,  Influx  of,  q.,  6061,  7937;  adj.,  9008; 

q..  9236-7.  10370^ 
Cigiir  Boxes,  q.,  5083 

Coal  Combine,  adj.,  3688;  q.,  3801).  4035 
Coal  Miners,  Maitland,  q.,  8239,  8309 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  2R.,  12106 
Coastal  Trade,  q.,  564 
Collins,  Captain,  q..  1928;  suf'jHy,  10296 
Colonial  Oil  Coy.,  Action  of,  adj.,  3789 
Commerce  Act,  q.,  132,  7754;  suffly.  6352 
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Best,  Senator  Hon.  R.  W. — eotUinued. 
Commonwealtli,  Advertisini;  Resources  of,  stif- 
fly,     5892,      6349;       S;       6407,       II3I8,  II3O3, 

11384,  11472:  '«tth'  ^0303.  ">44. 
Commonwealth   Conciliation   and  Arbitration 

Act,  q.,  7926 
Commonwealth  Gaielte,  suffly,  10290 
Commoawealtb  and  States,  F iaaacial  Relations 

of,  address.  58;  q.,  746,  7974-6,  7976,  11381 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  in/.,  133;  iR., 

a^o;  SR.,  500;  com.  (taxation  by  Stafei  of 

Commonwealth  salaries),  954,  955,  956,  1047, 

1568,  1573,  rsSi,  1583;  ad  ref.,  1704;  3«m 

1838;  cons,  amdl.,  4084 
Commoawealtb  Salaries  Act,  q..  7567 
Commonweallh  Year  Book,  q.,  9433 
Confectionerjr  Trade,  adj.,  3407 
Constitution  Alteration  (Senate  Elections)  Act, 

ft  '  9237 

"  Contingencies,"  suffty,  1949,  1950 
Contract  Immigrants,  q.,  650,  830,  1939 
Cotton,  Production,  q.,  650,  830 
Criminal  Appeals  Hill,  m..  21561  ;  2B.,  3493 
Criminal  Appeals,  q.,  1567 
Customs  Act,  Breaches  of,  q.,  3463 
Customs  Conference,  Pretoria,  io9ai 
Customs  and  Excise. Revenue,       11581,  11986, 

I3t03 

Customs  Frauds,  Adelaide,  y.,  349,  1131 
Customs  Launch,  Sydney,  supfly,  3931 
Custoou  Leakages,         6394,  0400 
Customs  Revenue,  Tasmania,  q.,  933,  934 
Customs  Tariff  Amendment  Bill,  2K.,  13102 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  |K.,  7545,  7553}  m.s.o., 
7553t  »o83o,   10840;  q.,  10919;  m.,  10923, 
11580,    11678,    11687;    3R.,    7553;  com., 
(Application  of  Taritf),  9950;  (bcbedute  Bj, 
9950;   m.s.o.t   10041-3,   11581 ;  1 1583 ; 

ad.  ref.t  10043;  recom.,  10048 
Schedule  : 

Adding  and  Computing  Machines,  8635; 

cons,  req.,  10937 
Agricultural,  Horticultural,  and  ViticuU 

tural     Machinery    and  Implements, 

8587,  8588,  8590 
Agricultural,  Horticultural,  and  Viticol* 

tural     Machinery    and  Implements, 

n.e.i.,  8575,  8579 
Aluminiutn,  9173;  com.  req.,  10940 
Ammonia  Condenser  Coils,  9169,  9170; 

eoni.  req.,  11337 
Ammunition,  8555 
Animals,  7654 
Anodes  and  Hooks,  9173 
Antimony,  9171 
Apparel  and  Attire,  8194 
Apparel  and  Attire,  n.e.i.,  8313 
Apparel   and  Attire,   woollen  or  silk, 

8n8 

Arms,  8556,  8557,  8558.  8559,  8560;  eons. 

req..  10934 
Articles,  n.e.i.,  831^ 
Artificial  Plants,  t  lowers,  and  Fruits, 

835^  8353 
Bags  and  Sacks,  8318,  8319 
Baskets  of  Rush  and  Straw,  9899 
Bicycles,  cons,  req.,  11315 
Biscuits,  7667,  7681 

Blankets,  8333,  8333 ;  eons,  req.,  10935 
Blankets  for  Printing  Madiines,  9946 
Blue,  7686,  7695,  7696;  eons,  req.,  10844 
Boats,  Launches   and  Yachts,  9901 
Boots,  &c.,  9663 


Best,  Senator  Hon.  R.  Yi.—continiud.  1 
Cttstoms  Tariff  Bill  (Schedulej-^Mft'iuiaf. 
Boots,  Rubber,  9665 
Brass,  viz..  Scrap,  &c.,  9173 
Bratswork  and  Gun-metal  Work,  8764 
Broom,  Com,  Millet,  7697 
Bmthes,  9903 

Butter  and  Cheese,  7699,  7700 

Cameras,  &c.,  9936 

Candles,  7705,  2711,  7713 

Carpets,  0361,  0268;  cons,  req.,  10925, 

Chaff  Cutters  and  Horse  Gears,  8579, 
8580 

Churns,  &c.,  8581 

Coal    Cutting    Machines,    eoni.  req., 

10941,  I 1596 
Coir  Mats,  8376 

Combined  Com  Sheller,   Hnsker,  and 

Baggeri  85S1 
Comra,  9654 

Confectionery,  7731,   7741,  7747,  7749; 

eons,  req.,  10855 
Copper,  9173 
Corks,  9926 

Cosies  and  Cushions,  8279,  8381,  SaSa, 

8384 

Cotton  Asbestos,  &c.,  9939 
Crust  or  Rough  Tanned  Goat,  &c.,9678 
Curled  Hair  and  Curled  Fibre,  9899 
Curtains  and  Blinds,  n.e.i.,  8387;  cons. 

req.,  10936,  11589 
Cutlery  of  all  kinds,  n.e.i.,  8598;  eons. 

req.,  10936 
Dutiable  Machinery  and  Machine  Tools, 

8731 

Dynamos  and  Electrical  MacGlnes,  cont. 

req.,  10943,  10947 
Earth   and   Rock   Cutting  Machinery, 

8785,  8787,  8795.  8796 
Electrical  and   Ga»  Appliances,  8891, 

904a,  9044,  9046,  9053,  9060-1;  cons. 

req.,  10948,  10950,  11596 
Electrical  Machines  and  Parts  thereof, 

8708,  8S04.  8810,  8869,  8873,  8882, 

8885,  8886;  eons,  req.,  11589,  11590, 

11591 

Electrotypes  and  Stereotypei,  9169 
Engines,  n.e.i.,  8665,  8667.  8668,  8670, 

8676.  8694 
Explosives,  9926,  9937 
Fancy  goods,  9650,  9653 
Fibro  and  Glazed   Bricks,  cons,  req,, 

1 1335 

Fire  Brigade  Appliances,  9940 
Fire  Extmguishcrs,  8773 
Filters,  9900 
Fisb,  eons,  req.,  10856 
Fishing  and  Rabbit  Nets,  9917 
Fringes  and  Textile  Materials,  not  for 
,  Attire,  8334 
Fruits  and  Vegetables,  7809 
Fumigators,  Atomisers,  &c.,  9935;  eons. 

reg.,  I 1316 
Furniture,  n.e.i.,  cons,  req.,  11342 
Furs  and  other  Skins,  8289 
Glass,  eons,  req.,  11235 
Gloves,  8393,  8294,  829s,  8396-7;  cons. 

req.,  10937,  11593 
Glue,  cons,  req.,  11235 
Goods  Repaired  Abroad,  9945 
Goods  Returned  to  Commonwealth,  9^' 
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Beiti  Senator  Hon.  R.  W. — continued. 

Ctistoms  Tariff  Bill  {ScheAvXe)— continued. 

Grain    and    Pulse,    not    prepared  or 

manufactured,  7891 
Grain    and    Pulse,    prepared   or  manu- 
factured, 7S95 ;  f-o.,  7900 
Hats,   Caps,   and   Bounds,   8300,  8318, 
8331 

Hay  and  Chaff,  cons,  req.,  10856-7 
Infants'  Food,-  S063 
Insecticides,  cons,  req.,  112381  11599 
Iron,  Plate  and  Sheet,  856a,  8563 
Iron  and  Steel,  9189 
Iron  and  Steel  Tubes,  9086,  9087.  9088 
Iron  Pipes,  &c.,  9073,  9074 
Jewellery,  unfinished,  9654 
Jewellery,  known  as  Rolled  Gold,  &c., 
9655 

Jewellery,   being   machine-made  chain, 

Sc.,  9655 
Jewellery,  n.e.i.,  9656 
Kinematographs,  &C- ,  963; 
Lamps  and  Lampware,  8568,  8571 
Lantern  Slides,  ttc,  9930,  9931,  993J« 

9934»  9935  J  ^f"-  "3*7 
Locomotives,  Traction  and  Portable  En- 
gines, 8663 
Leather,  cons,  reg.,  11309,  11310 
Leather,  Rubber,  and  Composition  Belt- 
ing, 967s,  9677,  9678 
Liquorice,  7755,  7759,  7760;  cons,  reg., 
10855 

Locks,  9173,  912^;  cons,  req.,  10958 
Machinery  and  Parts  thereof,  8697 
Machinery  and   Machines  and  Machine 

Tools,  n.e.i.,  8703,  8709  [f.o.,  8711, 

8715),  8718,  8719,  8720 
Manufactures   of    Metal,   n.e-i.,  8724, 

8725.   8734.   8736,   8740,  8757,  8761, 

8762,  8763 
Mangles,  &c.,  8573 
Manures,  9903 

Matches  and  Vestas,  79;? ;  cons,  req., 
10867 

Metals  and  Machinery  (Division  VIa.), 
9187 

Military  Band  and  Orchestral  Musical 
Instruments,  9899 

Motive  Power  Machinery  and  Appli- 
ances (except  electric),  8626,  8628, 
8630,  8633,  it.e.,  8645,  8648),  8654, 
8657;  eons,  req.,  10938 

Mustard,  cons,  req.,  10S68 

Nails.  8603,  8607 

Oars  and  Sculls,  9903. 

Oilmen's  Stores,  n.e.i.,  8041,  8043,  8055. 
8062;  eons,  req.,  10870 

Oils,  cons,  req.,  11222,  11234,  11326, 
11237,  11230,  11598 

Outside  Packages,  n.e.i.,  9948 

Paint  Boxes,  ^54 

Paper,  eons,  req.,  11311,  ii3;4,  11315 

Parasols,  Sunshades,  and  Umbrellas, 
83*5 

Passengers*   Personal   Effects,  9941 
Pens  and  Pencils,  com,  req.,  11315 
Pianos,  9893,  9896 
Pickles,  cons,  req.,  10871 
Piece   Goods   used    in   manufacture  of 
waterproof  cloth,  eons,  req.,  11320 


Best,  Senator  Hon.  R.  W. — continued. 
Cnstoma  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule)— <r<7Jt/i«ir^. 

Piece  Goods,   8t  19,   8t  31 ,   81 24,  S117, 
8150.   8151,   8157,  8166,   S170,  SlS^ 
8183,  8187,  81S9,  8190,  8192; 
req.,  10923-4,  11594 

Fins  not  of  Gold  or  Silver,  9178 
Plates  and  Sheets  of  any  metal  (aim 

tin),  9170 
Platinum  Bars,  0178 
Printing  Roller  Composition,  £9iu.  rtf., 

11236 

I'ullcy  Blocks,  tons.  req..  10938,  iwjn 

10940,  11596 

Rails  9063,  9071,  9072;  corns,  rtj.. 

Rice  Root,  769S;  cons,  req.,  10S71 
Roasting  Diibes,  cons,  req.,  11235,  115^ 
Rock  Boring  Machines,  cons,  req.,  10941 
Roofing  Tiles,  cons,  req.,  11234 
Rubber  and  other  Hose,  9666 
Rubber  mannfactures,  n.e.i.,  9670,9671, 
9674 

Sago  -and  Tapioca,  7659 
Saws,  n.e.i.,  8763 
Scientific  Instruments,  9947 
Sewing    uid    EmbrDidery  Siliu 

TwisU,  9923 
Screws,  8777,  8778,  8781 ;  eoms.  ni-, 

10941,  11589 

Sheet   Lead    and    Lead    Piping,  S;;*! 

cens.  req.,  10935,  11588 
Slipper  Forms,  &c.,  9663.  9664, 

eons,  req.,  11309 
Socks  and  Stockings.  S3341  8336, 

8339 

Solid  Spirit  Heaters,  7713 
Spectacles  and  Spectacle  Frames,  9658 
Spices,  cons,  req.,  10874 
Stained   Glass  Windows,   9936-7:  »«■ 

req.,  11317,  11318,  11607 
Standards,  &c.,  917S,  9181,  9182,  ^taj; 

eons,  req.,  10959,  "598 
Stearine,    Paraffine    Wax,   &c.,  7714; 

cons,  req.,  10845,  10S54 
Steel  and  Steel  Rimmed  Wheels,  9183, 

9184,  9186-7 ;  cens.  req.,  10961 
Stone   and    Marble,   eons,    req.,  n^JT' 

11589 

Stripper  Harvesters,  8582,  8584,  858; 
Surgical  Appliances,  9940;  cens.  r(j., 
11320 

Surgical,  Dental,  and  Veterinary  In- 
stmments,  Ac,  9943,  9944;  eons,  'ff- 
ri;j2o 

Talking  machines,  &c.,  9657 
Tartaric  Acid,  cons,  req.,  11241 
Tea,  cons,  req.,  10931 
Tents,   Tarpaulins,   Sails,   and  FUgh 
8347 

Timber  {f.o.,  9423),  9424,  9459,  9*7*= 
If.o.,  9552);  eons,  req.,  11x421  tui}, 
11255,  >"56.  >"57.  »«304'  "3*^ 
"599 

Tobacco   (unmanufactured),  cons. 

10841,  10843  , 
Trimmings  and   ornaments,  n.e.i..  w 

Attire,  8348,  8349 
Type,  Printers'.  8764. 
Vehicles,  cfni.  req.,  11316 
Waddings  and  Cotton  Wool.  8317 
Watch   and    Clock     Main   and  Hm 

springs,  &c.,  9656;  eons,  req.,  i'V9 
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Best,  Senator  Hon.  R.  Vi.— continued. 

Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule)— (onft'niff J. 
Watches,  Clocks,  ftc,  9656 
We^hing  Machines,  ftc,  n.e.i.,  8619-30, 

Wire  Netting,  9140 

Wire,  n.e.i.,  9187;  eons,  req.,  iiaaa 

Works  of  Art,  9936-7;  eons.  req..  11317, 
11318,  I 1607 

Yaini,  9920,  99ai 
Darling  Island  Store,  suffly,  3930 
Decimal  Coinage,  10369 
Defence  : 

Albany  and  Townsville  Forts,  suffly,  10384 
Beuley,  F.  W.,  supply,  11620 
Brisbane  Rifle  Range,   supply,  4037,  4038. 
404 1 

Commandant,  Western  Australia,  and  Rifle 

Clubs,  supply,  10384 
Dove,   Major,  supply,  10388 
Field  Artillery,  supply,  4061,  4062 
Gunboat  Protector,  supply,  4043 
Head,  Major-General,  6igt 
Inspector-General's  Report,  supply,  10384 
Instructional  OfiiceTs,  supply,  1949,  10384 
Lyons,  Capt.,  supply,  10386 
Militia,  Supply  of  Boots   to,  supply,  5874 
Militiamen,  insulting  Behaviour  of«  suffiy, 

10384-5 

Nnval  Agreement,  q.,  1131,  3314,  loaea 
Naval  Officers'  Reports,  supply,  io3&t 
Naval  Policy,  y.,  5177,  5367,  5466 
North  Fremantle  Fort,  tuffly,  4043 
Policy,  q.t  5560 

Rifle  Clubs  and  Associations,  tufily.  1949, 

4045 

Thursday  Island,  supply,  10.184 
Tospedoes,  Practice,  supply'.  ^o6a 
Uniforms,  Western  Australia,  supply,  10384 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 
int.,  5*84;  2»,  5467,  5594,  5596}  com.  (pend- 
ing petitions),  5596,  5597,  5599  (amendment 
of  Principal  Act),  ^648  (qualifications  and 
vacancies),  5649,  5657,  5660,  5661,  5664;  re- 
com.  (pending  petitions),  5775,  5776,  5777, 
5779>  5981  (qualifications  and  vacancies), 
5982,  5983;  m.s.o.,  5986:  q.,  5858,  5981 

Disputed   Senate   Election,   South  Austnlia, 
7753.  8286,  9421 

Dissent  from  Ruling,  obs.,  31^1 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Admissibility  of  Request 
(Excise  Tariff  Bill),  m.,  10023 

Electoral  Bill,  supply,  1864,  6351 

Empire  Free-trade,  j.,  11468 

Estimates,  q.,  7976 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  m.,  4477 

Excise  Tariff  Bill,  ik.,  7545;  ad,  rep.,  10040; 
obs.,  116S8 

Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act,;., 
3049,  3149,  436a,  5175,  5284,  5560,  5857, 
5981,  6189;  6205.  754^,  7567.  7568,  10919, 
10920-1,  ii2ao  ;.  flrf^',,  ^7^r 

Excise  Tariff  (Spirits)  ~  Act,  adj.,  4619;  q., 
5857,  6189,  6295,  7566,  8364 

Excise  Tariff  (Starch)  Bill,  2R.,  12105 

Federal  Capital,  address,  58;  q.,  5079,  7552; 
q.,  6407,  8029,  qs37;         77:1;,  10369 

Fidelity  Guarantee  Fund,  q.,  11471 

Fisheries  Conference,  q.,  3844 

Freight  Charges,  Preferential,  q-,  649,  650, 
3798 

Fremaotle  Dock,  q.,  6191 


Best,  Senator  Hon.  R.  'Vi .—continued. 
Freeman    and   Wallace,    Meun.,   q.,  7567, 

8076,  Saai,  8386 
Fruit  Export  Regulations,  q.,  7849 
Fruit  Inspection  Fees,  q.,  5178 

Garran,  Mr.,  Visit  to  London,  q.,  3901 
German  (Tonvict  Settlement,  Pacific,  q.,  7791, 
7841 

Glucose,  q.,  8285 

Governor-General)    Appointment  of   Earl  of 

Dudley,  obs.,  9353 
Grain,  Shipment  of,  q.,  1568 

Grain  Bags,  size  of,       7565,  7566 

Hansard,  q.,  5284 

Hardie,  Mr.  Keir,  q.,  4245 

Harvesters,  Price  of,  q.,  9796 

High    Commissioner,  q.,  3797,    3798,  7571, 

supply,  10293 
High  Court  : 

Appeals  to,  q.,  829 

Tipstaffs,  supply,  10303 
Historical    Records    of    Australia,  tftfty* 

10296 

House  Committee,  m.,  30 

Immigration,  q.,  29,  1689,  3900,  4244,  4245, 

4365,  4472,  5178;  Restriction  in  Canada,  q., 

8508 

Immigration    Leagues,   q.,    8156,   8230,  8231, 
8385 

Immigration  Restriction  Act,  q.,  1131.  1471, 
1688,  1689,  5858.  5980,  9633,  10391,  10930, 

11231,  I310I 

Imperial  Conference,  address,  58;    g.,  503, 

649,  2405,  251a 
Income  Tax,  Victoria,  obs.,   1233;  m.,  1270 
Indian  Remounts,  q.,  8867,  10253 
Invalid    and    Old-age    Pensions    Bill,  3IL, 

1 1995;    com.    (age    of    recipients),  laoab, 

(disqualifications),   13028,   {invalid  penaiou 

disqualifications),      12031,     12033,  12033, 

(claimants  to  pensions),  12035 
Judiciary  Bill,  int.,  132;  it.,  250;  3«.,  487, 

869;  com.  (matter  in  which  jurisdiction  of 

High  Court  is  exclusive),  939,  941;  (*Ppe*- 

late  jurisdiction),  943-  <)5^  >  39°' 
Jumbunna  Mines,  q.,  8104 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey. 

q.,  3463,  8320  '  _ 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  It.,  745;         879J       93i»  93*.  34^3; 

at.,  1033,  1033;  p.o.,  1035,  1031,  1033;  eoM. 

(Ijowcr  to  survey  route),  i474t  »503i  (»PP">- 

priation),  nog;  3K.,  1703 
Kanakas,  Repatriation  of,  suffly^  6349 
Laboratory,  supply,  3931 
Laing  and  Sons,  Sir  James,  q.,  7926,  8330 
Land,  Alienated  and  Unalienated,  47*'7 
Land  Settlement,  q.,  4244,  4705,  4706,  5082 
Legislation,  Federal  and  State,  ; .,  564 
Library  Committee,  m.,  30 
Linlithgow,  Death  of  Marquis  of,  8504 
Linotype  Operators,  m., 

London   Offices  ot   Commonwealth,   q.,  3683, 

3796,  4<44.  436*.  4470.  4706.  5'77*  5857. 
7^44,  7701,  8104;  supply,  4063,  4065,  4078. 

5885 

Lone  Hand,  sup^y,  1214? 

Mail   Contract,   Cancelled,  address,  53; 

249.  649,  93'.  "3»;  '"^/^y'/^HlAtl^S'^t 

^743.   .i55^*.  4.163,  4462,  47 

8230,    8673,    SSt>8,  11330 
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Best,  Senator  Hon.  R.  W. — continued. 
Mails  : 

European;     Special  Train,  g.,    745,  746; 
adj.,  768;  Late  Deliveries,       6297,  6408 

Pacific  Islands  Ser\ice,  suffly.  5885,  5886 

Tfttmanian,  luf^y,  1954 
Hail    Service   to    Europe,    g.,    4463,  4706* 

5560,  5746,   5858,  597S,  6060,  6394,  6410, 

7^42,  7653;  m.,  6o8g,  609a,  6191,  6214 
Maitlana  Coal  Miners,  adj.,  8359;  8673 
Marine  Surveys,  suf^y,  5884;  f.,  770a,  8868, 

1 1864 

Matches,  Manufacture  of,  q.,  S309 

Mauger,  Mr.,  Speech  by,  8507 

May  and  Millar,  Messrs.,  Payment  of  Excise 

by,       3049*  3»49 
Mildara  industrial  Dispute,  g.,  7843 
Ministers,   Rumoured  Disagreement  of, 

7925-6 

Navigation  Bill,  q.,  472,   2405,  3145,  7623, 
8285,  8864,  8979,  9432,  10253,  109*8,  10919; 
2789.  90071  int.,  IB.,  3r49;  sr.,  3234 
Navigation  Commission's  Report,  m.,  3787 
Navigation  ConferAice,       8,  563 
New  Guinea,  German,  g.,  11678 
New  Hebrides,  g.,  4245,  4708,  4895,  8867; 

i»tph>  5893 

New  Protection,  q.,  6395,  7796,  1 1382,  11473  j 

suffly,  7552 
New  South  Wales,  Fires  in,  q.,  3364 
New  Zealuid,  Dominion,  g.,  3795;  m.,  3811 
Nimrod   Polar   Expedition,    q.,    7702,  7754, 

7849 

Northern  Territory,  g.,  828,  830,  1130,  1232, 
J33*>>  3145.  5084,  8554,  8616,  8699,  9041, 
9421,  9422;  adj.,  9739;  suffly  1948 

North  West  Coast,  Survey  of,  g.,  770a 

OfiScers'    Compensatioo    Bill,  7753  > 

10051 ;  cam.  (Appropriations),  10058,  10059, 
10060,  10061,  10065,  too66,  10069,  10070 ; 
m.s.ff.f  10070- 1 

Old-age  Pensions  Appxopriation  Bill,  2R., 
1 3 136 

Old-age  Pensions,  g.,  9433,  isioo 

Opium,   Importation   of,   g.,   745 ;  smuggling 

of,  f.,  4895,  soil,  8699;  adj.,  9008 
Opposition,  The,  q.,  5176;  obs.,  6293 
Fair  Book,  Entries  in,  m.,  3503 
Paper,  Printing  of,  m.,  746 
Paper  Pulp,  g.,  9631 
Papers,  Library  Table,  g.,  933 
Papua  : 

Administration  of,  g.,  8700  j  suffly,  10299 
Alleged  Massacre  of  Natives,  q.,  9337 
Appointment    of    Administrator,  f 11678; 

adj.,  11701 
Boundary  of,  q.,  11301,  11678 
Copper  Fields.  Report  on,  353 
Lands  Survey  and  Mines  Department,  Re- 

port  by,  q.,  7701 
Ordinances,  g..  9353 
Parliamentary    Allowances   Bill,    tR.,   2032 ; 

2R.,  3071 ;  3R.,  3180 
Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  m.s.o.,  11866 
Parliamentary  Privilege  Committee,  q.,  11317 
Patent  and  Trade  Marks    C^ses,  g.,  11301, 

>*alents  Act,  q.,  9139 
Patents  Office,  g.,  1689 
Port  Davey,  Communication  with,  g.,  5178 
Portfolios,  Rearrangement  of,  061.,  1130 
Portugal,  Assassination  of  King  and  Crown 
Prince,  obt.,  7791,  g.,  7795^  7841 


est.  Senator  Hon.  R.  Vl.— continued. 
Postal  ; 

Administration,    suffly,    1863,    7552,  9006, 
10390J  Royal  Commission,  te,  g.,  9136-7; 
Cabinet  Committee  of  Inquiry,  adj.,  9533; 
g.,  963a,  9735,  7796,  8428,  11330,  11580 
Country  Postmasters,  q.,  11219 
Fire  ia  Melbourne,  Replacement  of  Stores, 
8423 

Hobart  Service,  g.,  11301-3,  !i473 
Post  Offices  : 

Brisbane,  Extension  of,  suffly,  4048 

Early  Closing  of,  q.,  6409 

Melbourne,  Extension  of,  suffly,  4047 

Savings  Banks,  suf^y,  11621 

Sites  for,  suffly,  4048 

Sydney,  Additional  Appointments,  g.,  7796 

Port  Pirie,  suffly,  4048;   g.,  5176 
Preferential  Trade,  arfrf^jj,  58;  (Tariff),-^^ 

6o-i 

Printing  Committee,  935 

Printing   Office,   q.,   830,   5859,   7793,  8076, 
8104-5  i  suffly,  1947,  4056,  4059,  6353.  10371 
Prisoners,  Defence  of,  suffly,  10303 
Privilege  :   Select   Committee  00  Frocedare, 
m.,   10004,  looii,   10255,   10260;    ad.  rtf., 
11990 

Prorogation,  Services  of  Officers,  adj.,  12149 
Public  Service  Commissioner,  g.,  3305 
Public  Service  : 

Customs  Officers'  Salaries,  g.,  11581 

Fidelity  Guarantee  Fund,  g.,  11471 

Inquiry  Boards,  q.,  8700 
Quarantine,  States,  Cost  of,  g.,  1816,  4243, 

501 1 

Quarantine  Bill»       829,  934,  848a 
Quebec  Celebrations,  obs.^  9421 
Queensland:  Japanese  Treaty,  g.,  5561 
Questions,  f.o.,  8154 
Railway  Rates,   Differential,  laioi 
Revenue,  Refunds  oi,  suffly,  ij,^,  1929,  1951; 

Excise  and  Ctutoms,  10370 
Revenue,  Alleged  Leakage  in  Tasmania,  f-. 

7753.  7850  .       .  „, 

Revenue  Losses,  Tasmania  and  Western  Aos- 

tralia,  g.,  8365 
Ro^al  Commisrions,  Witnesses  before,  g..  S 
Sailors,  Sick,  q.,  10920-1 
Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  int.,  11581 
Seamen,  Injured,  Compensation  to,  3463, 

3463,  10918 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  g.,  2845,  12101 
Secret  Drugs,  Cures  and  Foods,  g.,  8a86 
Senate  : 

Adjottnunent  of,  m.,  6297 

Election  in  South  Australia,  Disputed, 
laiot 

Electric  Bells,  suffly,  5881 

Leave  of  Absence,  m.,  6297 

Papers  and  Correspondcnoc.  suffiy.  ^881 

Position   and   Rights  of,  11581; 

11678,  I 1687 
President  of.  First,  m.,  3366 
Printing  Committee,  m.,  7848 
Session,  1908-9,  laioi 
Session,    Duration    of,    q.>     4036,  11579; 

Business  of,  g-,  779(5 
Sitting,  Suspension  of,    cbs.,   6414,  Sotu: 

m.,  8156 

Sittings  of,  nr.,  30,  7572,  7573,  8076;  suf- 
fly. 1863  awic     ^  ^ 
Standing  Orders  Committee^:*!.,  35,  36,  yi 


July  5,  to  June  J,  190S. 


IX 


Best,  Senator  Hon.  R.  W. — continued. 

Vacancy  in   South  Austialia,  g.,  28,  3068, 
5011,  5083,  laioi;  m.,  2311,  2512;  Com- 
mittee's Report,  M.,  4733,  483.^ 
Shipping  ; 

Differential  Rates,  f .,  8029 

Differential  Treatment  of,  q.,  11983,  12100 

Rebates,  q.,  11985 

Ringi  10828 
Ships*  Stores,  10251 
Silver,  Coinage  of,  q.,  8229,  8^09 
Snake-bite,  Antidote  to,  q.,  3Q00,  3901 
Stamp  Board,  tuffly,  ^906 
Stamps,  Printing  of,  q.,  ^565 
Standing  Orders,  Suspension  of,  q.,  12100 
Stvcb,  q.,  2514,  3556,  3683 
Statbaeiy :     Govemmeat   Printer,   q.,  2514, 

2615 

Statutory  Rules  and  Regulations,  11219 

Steam-ship  Afric,  q.,  8&6,  8979 

Stripper  Harvesters,  g.,  1927,  1055 

Sunshine  Harvester  Woria  Employes,  supfly, 
8994 

Sugar  Industry  : 

Bounty.        2179,  2614,  3364,  10920 
Cane  Fields,  Labour  in,  q..  S176,  .^284,  5367, 
5467,  5560;  Wages  in,  q.,  6igo,  ir47»-a 
Excise  and  Bounty,  q.,  4796 
Immigrants,  q.,  i68q,  r8i6 
Surtax    in    South    Africa,    q.,    9138,  9537, 
,10353;  iff  fly.  10399 

Supply,  Term  of  Grant,  sufply,  1948 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  m.x.o.,  39;  iR.,  137 

Supply  Bill  (No.  1}  1908-9,  2B.,  12140,  12143; 
com.  (schedule),  12145,  12146,  12147 

Supply  Bill  (No,  2),  m.s.o..  1815;  iK.,  1S33, 
iSiSi  ;  2R.,  1929,  1931;  com.  (issue  and  ap- 
plication), 1937;  (schedule),  1947,  1948,  1949, 
1950,  igtii;  ad.  ref.,  1952;  3B.,  1953,  1954 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  IR.,  5860,5875528.,  587;  J 
com.  (fecheduie),  5881,  5884,  5885,  5886,  5892, 
5906;  5007 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.s.o.,  6300;  iR.,  630a, 
0347;  2R.,  63471  com.  (issue  and  applica- 
tion), 6347 

Supply    Bill    (No.   5),   m.s.o.,   ^00;  com. 

(Trade  and  Customs),  8994;  (Postal),  9006 
Surplus  Balances,  q.,  353 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  q.,  11381;  2K.,  11866; 

com.    (commencement),  1 1903,  11908 
Tariff^  q.,  1033,  1684,  1814 

Bills  Relating  to,  q.,  11S63 

Commission's  Reports,  q.,  2032,  2405,  2511 

Duties,  Refunds  of,  q.,  59S0 

Officers,  Services  of,  adj.,  1169S 

Papers,  ods.,  2211 

Passing  of,  g.,  3364.  40361  4»43.  4580 

Preference,  q.,  11468 

Public  Servants,  q.,  3464 

Reopening  of,  q.,  11863 

Revenue  from,  q,,  7791,  7926 

Seizure  of  ITncustomed  Goods,  Action  by 

New  South  Wales  Government,  ett-t  2099; 

q..  3178;  lufily,  ^S7S  ^ 
State  imports.  Liability  to  Duty,  q.,  2400 
Statistics,  re,  q..  7542-3.  7570->.  7794 
Textile  Machinery,  10920 
Tlianks  to  Senators,  ods.,  116^;  to  Officers, 

ad;.,  1 1698 

Tasmania,  Cable  Communication  with,  suffly. 

Tasmania,    Customs    Revenue,    q. ,  346a 
Telegrams,  Delivery  of,  suffly.  1863 


Best,  Senator  Hon.  R.  W.—cotUinued. 
Telegraphic  and  Telephonic  : 

South  Melbourne,  Storage  Shed,  suffly,  AtuA 
Telephone    Line,  Plain   Creek  Coitraf  Mill 

Company's,  suffly,  12147 
Tillett.  Mr.  Ben.,  q.,  ^082 
Tobacco  Industry  : 

Combine,  Action  of,  adj.,  2046;  q.,  2068, 

»5'3.   a6i5»   30491   3684,    4706;  m.s.o.\ 
3050;  3056 
Employes  in,  q.,  564 
Waste,  q.,  649,  830 
Tokio  International  Exhibition,  g.,  ii-Aa 
Trawler,  q.,  8230 

Treasurer's  Advance,  suf^y,  138,  12141 
TreoAirer,  Resignation  of,  obs.,  1130 
Tropical  Australia,  Diseases  in,  suf^y,  6348 
Trusts  and  Combines  in  Australia,  q.,  473, 

^7566,  7653,  8507,  8555  ^' 
Trust  Funds,  q.,  10352 
Unification,  q.,  7653 

Usher  of  Black  Rod,  tuffly,  10286,  10289 
Vanilla,  q.,  loa^ 

Victoria  and  Singapore!  Steamship  Service. 

9  >  5648,  5746 
Votes,  Lapsed,  suffly,  138 
Wharf  Labourers'^  Strike,  New  South  Wales, 

q->  904* 

Wines  for  New  Zealand,  q.,  11472 

Wire  Netting,  q.,  1926,  2405 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  suffly.  4049 ;  q.,  6189 

Women's  Work  Exhibition,'  q.,  4345 

Workmen's  Compensation  Bill,  q.,  5177,  6061 

Bowd«n,  Mr.  E.  K.,  Kepean: 

Address-in-Reply,  167 

American  Fleet,  q..  9474,  11180 

Antarctic  Expedition,  m.,  7493 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  com., 

(persons  to  answer  questions  and  produce 

documents),  9223 
Bankruptcy  Bill,  1089 
Bounties  Bill,  2R.,  908;  com.  (schedule),  (cot< 

ton),  to8o,  (cotton  seed),  1109,  (olives),  1108, 

(cotlee),  1199,  1203 
Budget,  3199 

Commonwealth  and  States,  Financial  Relations 
of.  Budget.  3200 

Customs  Stations,  Border,  tuffly,  9990 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  q.,  9100 ;  cons,  req.  (Sa^o 
and  Tapioca),  10496,  (Confectionery,  a.e.i.), 
10514,  10516,  (Herbs,  dried),  10520,  (Hay 
and  Chaff),  10528,  (Matches  and  Vestas), 
10552,  (Mustard)  10555,  (Apparel  and  At- 
tire), 10564,  (inseciicidet),  11565.  (See  Tariff 
Resolutions.) 

Deakin,  Mr.,  Health  of,  3563 

Defence  : 

Ammunition,    Defective,    q.,    3301,  3423, 

3630,  3733,  7116;   suf^y,  3603 
Government  Policy,  q.^  8927,  9009 
Guns,  Lights   and   Emplacements,  suffly, 

3746 

Naval  Agreement,  address,  169 
Officers'  Allowances  for  Quarters,  m.,  9481 ; 
q.,  10077 

Rifle  Range,  Flemiagton,  q.,  10609,  10653 
Small  Arms  Factory,  address,  169;  q.,  6033, 
6356.  11792 

Disputed  Senate   Election,   South  Australia, 

suffly,  9888  GooQle 

Fanning  Island,  q.,  6835 


X 


Index  to  Speechen. 


Bowdcn,  Mr.  E.  K. — continued. 
Federal  Administration,  address,  167 
Federal  CaDital,  address.  168;  Budget^  31071 
5238.  7"'.  7460,  9952,  10074.    {See  Seat 
of  Government  Bill.) 
Government,    Financial    Policy   of.  Budget, 
3199 

Immigation  Restriction  Act,  suffly.  9990 
Iron  Boimties  Bill,  5690 
Iron  Industry,  Budget,  3*09;  j.,  H789 
Kalgoortie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  address,  168 
Land  Tax,  Budget,  3303 
Lighthouses,  Queensland,  addrett,  170 
London  Offices,  suffly,  3675 
Mail  Contract   Cancelled^  addrtss,  167;  q.^ 

9842 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  q.,  54151  5690,  6096 
Manufactures  Kncoura}rement  Bill,  i^K.,  6169; 

adj..  7414:  ?-»  5690.  "789 
Maraooa  Farmers'  Association,  exfl.,  501 
Meterological  Department,  suffty,  9879 
Mint,  q.,  10178-9 

Murwiltumbah,  Fire  at,  q..  3430 
New  Hebrides,  y.,  1596 ;  suffly,  9419 
New  Protection,  Budget,  3206 
Northern  Territory,  address,  169 
Opium,  Sale  of,        2234;  Smuggling  of, 
9099 

Pacific  Islands  :  Preferential  Trade,  q.,  8929 
Pailiament,    Press   Reports   of  Proceedings, 

Budget,  3199 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  earn,  (amount 

of  allowance),  1998 
Papua  : 

Administration  of,  address,  169;  q.,  4310, 
9091;  suffly^  9419-*'.  9490.  949'-9493. 
9503.  9505 

Administrator,  Appointment  of,  q.,  11523 
Boundary  of,  q.,  11323,  11385 
Civil  Service,  suffly.  9419;  m.,  11390 
Importation  of  Birds  and  Animals,  suffly, 
9420 

Land  Regulations,  q.,  8816';  m.,  9298; 
suffly,  9420 

Mail  Seivice,  suffly,  11358 

Natives,  Massacre  of,  q.,  10606,  11 181 

Natives,  Recruiting  of,  suffly,  9420 

Ordinances,  q.,  4310,  11182 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  q.,  4311 
Fetherick,  Mr.,  q.,  2567 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 

Administration,  suffly,  11402 

Appointment  of  Additional  Inspector,  New 
South  Wales,  q..  9193 

Lineman's  Hours,  q.,  9299,  9479 

Semi-ofBcial  post  offices,  q.,  9193 

Sydney  Railway  Station,  Late  Fee  Letter 
Box,  10653 

Telephone  Lists,  q.,  9299 
Post  Offices  : 

Bellingen,    Kurii    Kurri,    CoS's  Harbor, 
Lithgow,   and    Katoomba,    suffly,    ^524 ; 
Lithgow,  f.,  6099;  Lithgow  and  Katoomba, 
suffly.  9S81 ;  q.,  12153 
Primary  Industries.  Budget,  3202 
Printing  Committee's  Report,  m.,  9298 
Public  Works  Department,  suffly,  9881 
Public  Works  Expenditure,   m.,  7508 
Quarantine  Bill,  com.   (scope  of  quarantine). 

'S^Si  (persons  lo  be  vnccinated),  1735,  1738 
Rabbit  Destruction,  q.,  10081 
Salvation  Army  Settlements,  q.,  1596 


Bowden,  Mr,  E.  K. — continued. 
Seat  of   Government   Bill,    q.,    9952.  {See 

Federal  Capital.) 
Secret  Drugs,  Cures,  and  Foods,  mffly,  9982 
Sittings  of  House,  q.,  6131 
Standing  Orders,  q.,  6834 
Statistics,  suffly,  9)375 
Supply  : 

External     Affairs    (Administration),  44191 
(Papua),  9490,  9491,  9503,  9505,  11358 

Home  Affairs  (Census  and  Statistics),  9875; 
(Meteorological  Branch),  9879,  9881  ;  (Mis- 
cellaneous), 9888 
Postmaster-General  (Miscellaneous),  11401 

Treasury  (Government  Printer),  99S3 

Trade  and  Customs  (Miscellaneous),  9990 

Works    and    Buildings,    (Post    and  Tele- 
graphs),    3459.     .■?,S24 ;    IDcfence),  3603, 
3746;  (External  Affairs),  3675 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  iSog 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  com.  (schedule),  6290 
Tahiti,  q.,  3105 
Tariff,  m.,  3199  : 

Curios,  Duty  on,  q.,  5329 

Seizure   of   Uncustomed   Goods,   by  New 
South  Wales  Government,  q.,  2330 

Wheat,  Reljindtng  of,  q.,  6099 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Apparel  and  Attire,  cons,  req.,  10564 

Arms,  6036,  6038 

Bananas,  5340 

Belting,  7167 

Bottles,  n.e.i.,  6944 

Bronzing  and  Metal  Powders,  6860 

Bullion  and  Coin,  7150 

China  and  Porcelain,  6Sq8 

Confectionery,  5350;  cons,  req.,  10514,  to5ib 

Com  Flour,  5355 

Currants,  5378,  5282 

Explosives,  7381 

Fire  and  Glazed  Bricks,  6910 

Glycerine  and  Lanoline,  G999 

Grain  and  Pulse,  5358 

Graphite,  6859 

Hay  and  Oiaff,  5362,  5442,  eous.  req.. 
10528 

Herbs,  Dried,  cons,  req.,  10520 
Insecticides,  6989;  cons,  req.,  ttoo6,  (1565 
Lamps  and  Lampware,  6042,  6048 
Leather,  Rubber   and  Composition  Belting, 
7167 

Manilla  Board,  7237,  7238 

Matches  and  Vestas,  cons,  req.,  10552 

Musical   Instruments,  7358 

Mustard,  cons.  req..  10555 

Oilmen's  Stores,  5^2^ 

Olive  Oil,  6863.  6868 

Opium,  6996 

Perfumery,  6998 

Potato  Flour,  5344 

Regalia  [f.o.,  5639),  5640,  5641 

Rice  (uncleaned),  5529,  5532 

Rubber  manufactures,  7160,  7162,  7161 

Sago  and  Tapioca,  cons.  req..  10496 

Sheepwashcs,  6980 

Stay  Paper  and  Cloth,  7268 

Stationery,  unmanufactured,  7243 

Stone  and  Marble,  6062 

Strawboard,  7233 

Tea,  5464 

Timber,  undressed,  71017  7103.  »M4,  7io5» 

7106,  7107  V^OOQlC 

Tissue  Paper,  7342  ^' 


Jvly  3, 1907,  to  Jwne  5,  WOtS. 
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Bowden,  Mr.  E.  H.—continued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)— ^f«/m«erf 

Wall  and  Ceiling  Parts,  7399 

Wicker,  Bamboo,  and  Cane,  7110 

Works  of  Art,  7398 

(See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Reiolutioas  (Excite): 

Cigars,  4306 
Telephones : 

Bureaux,  q.,  7460 

Cabinets,  4309 

Charges,  Reduction  of,  880 

Katoomba    and    Lithgow  1 
tuffly,  6290 

Rates,  Anomalies  in.  supfly,  3459 
Victoria,  Population  of,  Budget,  3205 
Woollen  Industry,  Budget.  3304 


1198. 


Brown.  Mr.  J.  T.,  Indi: 
Addrc53-in- Reply,  m.,  350 
Adjournment,  obs.,  6567 
Agricultural  Show,  q.,  3^88 
Bounties  Bill,  aa.,  817:  com.,  {f.o.) 

ischedule)  (tobacco),  1225,  1226 
Braddon  Section,  Budget,  3116 
Budget,  3112 

Business,  Order  of,  adj.,  3047 
Commonwealth  Expenditure,  address,  351 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eo»s.  req..  (Arms)  10660, 
(Rock  Drills)  10714.  (Electrical  and  Oas 
Appliances)  ro743,  (Wire  Netting),  10760, 
(Oils)  10817,  10889;  (timber)  11163;  (rebate) 
iirgs,  11303.  Tariff  Resolutions  (Cus- 

toms).) 
Defeni» : 

Naval  Agreement,  addr€t*t  351 
Excise   Procedure  Bill,  3B.,  7487 
Federal  Capital,  q.,  10073  „  ^\ 

Federal   Expenditure,   sHfth>    '777;  Budget, 

31 13 

G^ain  Bags,  Sire  of,        6337,  7401 

Imperial  Conference,  address,  351 

London  Offices   of    Commonwealth,  suffty, 

3647,  3674  , 
Manufactures   Encouragement  Bill,  al.,  0371 
New   Protection,   Budget,  3113 
Northern  Territory,  Budgfi,  3"6 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  m.,  1899;  cam. 

(amount  of   allowance),  3008 
Parliamentary  Candidates,   Expenses  of,  q., 

977 

Quarantine  Bill,  as.,  55^;  (commence. 

ment),   I4t7,   (interpretation),    1540,  1541. 

(ports  of  entry),  1558 
-Quorum  Rules,  Breach  of,  exfi.,  0801 
Standard  Oil  Company,  Budget,  3116 
Supjjiy  Bill  (No.  2),  m.,  1777  . 

^miis   and   Buildings,   (External  Affairs), 

3647.  3674 
Tariff,  «..  311a  ; 

Anomalies,  q.,  3996 

Government    Intentions  as  to  passmg  ot, 
adj.,  3047 

Tnformation,  LcaW^ise  of,  Budget^  3114 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Agricnltnral,    Horticultural,    and  Viticul- 

tuial  Madiinery  and  Implements,  n.e.i., 

6053.  6550,  6VI7.  6563-4 
Agricultural,     Horticultural,     and  Viticul- 

tural  Machinery  and  Implements,  6583 
Arms.  cons,  req.,  10660 
Blackin",  68cr 


Brown,  Mr.  J.  T. — continued. 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 
Combined  Com  Sbeller,  Husker,  &c.,  6566 
Currants,  5283 

Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  eons.  r€f., 

10743 
Engines,  6713 
Explosives,  738a 
Fish,  5366 
Gloves,  5940 

Lamps  and  Lampwaze,  6045 
Meals,  n.e.i,,  5456 
Trunk     Lines,  Motive   Power   Machinery  and  Appliance^ 

6646 

Nails,  6597,  66t8 

Oils,  6873;  eons,  req.,  10817,  10889 
Pianos,  ^355 
Pickles,  S463 

Rebate  for  Home  Consumption,  11195,  '113 
Rock  Drills,  6787;  cons,  req.,  10714 
Sausage  Casings,  5459 
Stay  Paper  and  Cloths,  7268 
Steam  Road  Rollers,  6678,  6710 
Tanks,  6633,  6635 

Timber,  undressed,  7065,  7097;  ems.  req., 
11163 

Type,  Printers,  6761 
Wire  Netting,  445a ;  eons,  req.,  10760 
Yams,  7375 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Wangaratta  Train  Service,  q..  11154 


Brown,  Hon.  T.,  Calare  ; 

Absent  Voters,  suffiy,  3903 
Australasian  Press  Association,  q.,  7117 
Australia,  Advertising  Resources  of,  7026 
Australians,  Repatriated,  suffiy,  11359 
Budget.  2S35,  2901; 
Celluloid,  q.,  10703 

Commonwealth  Elections,  suffiy,  11365,  11366 
Commonwealth  Statistics,  suffiy,  Q875 
Commonwealth  and  States,  Financial  Relations 

of.  Budget,  3906,  11280 
Commonwealth  SalaricT  Bill.  com.  (taxation 
by  Stales  of  Commonwealth  salaries),  3892 
Customs  Tariff  B.ill,  eons,  req.,  (Piece  Goods) 
10630,  (Socks  and  Stockings)  10649,  (Agri- 
cultural Machinery  and  Implement)  10666, 
10667,  (Manufactures  of  MeUl)  10706,  (Rock 
Drills)   10714,  (Electrical  and  Gas  A'>'>U- 
Jinces)  10747;  (wire  netting)   ro766;  (Oils) 
10826,.  10S86 ;  (Paper)  11076;  (Rebate)  11204; 
(Stained  Glass  Windows)  11576;  {see  Tariff 
Resolutions  (Customs) 
Customs    Department,    New    South  Wales, 

Officers,  q.,  10081,  10310 
Defence  : 

Australian  Li^ht  Horse,  suffiy,  5799 
Injured  Soldiers,  Compensation  to,  supply, 
11390 

"  Electricon,"  The,  q.,  10787 

Electoral,  supply,  ((888.  1136s 

Federal  Capital,  g.,  5237;  supply,  6289,  9888 

Freeman  and  Wallace.  Messrs.,  suffiy,  11332 

Government  Defence  Policy,  sufply,  10120-23 

Government  Printing  Office,  supfly,  9970 

Harvesters,  Price  of.  t/.,  9^84 

Immigration.    Budgt't,    2911:    supply,  0624-6. 

<)735  ;  q.,  9765,    10401;    Russian    Jews,  J.. 

10756;  Undesirable,  a.,  11096;  League  of 
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Brown,  Hon.  T. — eentimted. 
Land  Hooopoly,  Budget^  2911 
Manufactures  Encouiagcmcat  Bill,  f.,  6239 
Meteorological  Department,  suf^y,  9879 
Papua : 
Native  Labour,  suffly,  9507 
Administration,  Mffty^  6389,  9506-8;  q., 
11324 

Post  and  Telegraph  Depnitment  : 
Administration,  suffly,  9966,  11279 
Contract  Officet,  suffly,  10167 
Extension  Works,  q.,  11054 
Hart,  Mr.  Bruce,  q.,  3793 
Inland  Mails,  su^'fiy,  11391 
Mai!  Contracts,  suffly,  10168 
Post  Offices,  Hours  of  Business,  W«^t  and 

Means.  5705 
Prohibited   Correspondence,   New  Zealand, 

q.,  5782,  6035,  6422 
Royal  Commission  re   Administraticm,  m., 

10448 

Sunday  Duty,  q.,  11708 
Telegraph  Messengers,  883 
Telegraphic  Construction,  q.,  6025 
Telegraphic  Delays,  q.,  6024,  7117 
Telegraphists,    Promotion    of,    q.,    5804  j 

Hours  of,  q.,  6421 
Trundle  Mail  Service,  44ri 

Public  Service : 
Administration,  suffly,  9783-4;  q.,  10130 
Customs  Officers*  Sick  Leave,  11704 
Oxenham,  Mr.,  Promotion  of,  suffly,  10225- 

6,  10233-4.  10251 
Regrading,  q.,  10653 
Retiring  Age,  suffly.  10234 

Rabbit  Destruction,  q.,  5520,  6356,  6674,  7300; 
suffly,  9983,  11376 

State  Officers  and  Federal  Work,  suffly,  9731 

Stripper  Harvesters,  q.,  7028,  7397 

Supply  Bill  {No.  3),  m.,  5799 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  com.  (schedule),  6389 

Supply  : 

Attorney-General  (High  Court),  9731 

Defence  (Central  Administration),  10130-3  * 
(Miscellaneous),  11390 

External  AfTairs  (Papua),  9506;  (Miscel- 
laneous), 9624,  9725,  11358 

Home  Affairs  (Public  Service  Commissioner), 
9783;  (Census  and  Statistics),  9875; 
Meteorological  Branch,  9879;  (Miscellane- 
ous), 9888,  11365 

Trade  and  Customs  (Central  Staff),  9983 ; 
(Miscellaneous),  1 1376 

Treasury  (Administration),  go66;  (Govern- 
ment Printer),  9970 ;  (Miscellaneous, 
"375 

Postmaster-General   (Central   Staff),  1O167, 
10223,  10233,  i<*'5'  >  (Inland  Mails),  11391 
Surplus  Revenue,  Monthly  Balances,  q.^  11738 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2K.,  11764 
Tariff  Commission,  Budget,  3835 
Tariff,         2835,  290^  : 

Confectionery  Duties,  q.,  5239 

Coosideration  of,  m.,  4350 

Petition,  m.,  3409 

Seizure    of    Uncustomed    Goods    by  New 
South   Wales   Government,    Budget,  3908 
Sheep  Shearing  Machine  Gear,  q.,  5329 
State  Imports,  Taxation  of,  Budget.  2909 
Wire  Netting  Industry,  Budget,  2837;  f., 
3422 


Brown,  Hon.  T. — toutinued. 
Tariff  Kesolutioos  (Customs) : 
Agricultural,  Horticnltural,  and  Viticuttaxnl 

Machinery  and  Implements,  n.e.L,  6561 
Agricultural,  Horticultural,  and  Viticoltuxal 

Machinery  and   Implements,   cons,  req,, 

10666,  10067 
Ale,  Porter  and  other  Beer,  4024,  4123 
Apparel  and  Attire,  5613 
Bocteriolo^al  Products  and  Senim,  6993 
Bags,    Sacks,    Packs,    &c.,    5644.  5645* 

recom.,  5736 
Bananas,  5339 
Blue,  4787 
Buggy  Shafts,  7128 
Coffee,  5263 
Confectionery,  5159 
Eggs  in  Shell,  5265 

Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  ecus,  req.p 

10747 
Engines,  6719-20 
Fish,  5368 
Fodder,  5348  , 
Furniture,  7006 
Glycerine  and  Lanoline,  6998 
Grain  and  Pulse,  5358 
Hay  and  Chaff,  5358,  5439 
Live  Stock,  4768,  4769,  477a 
Machinery,  &c.,  67^ 
Manufactures  of  Metal,  eons,  req.,  10706 
Marine  Engines,  6^66 
Mining  Engines,  6795 

Motive  Power  Machinery   and  Appliances, 

6655,  6670 
Oils,  tons,  req.,  10826,  10886 

Opium,  6994 
Paper,  cons,  req.,  11076 
Perfumery,  6997 
•  Pianos,  7346 

Piece  Goods,  cam.  req.,  10630 

Rebate  for  Home  Consumption,  irao4 

Rock  Drills,  eons,  req.,  10714 

Sheep  Shearing  Machines,  6579,  6^87 

Socks  and  Stockings,  ccxr.  req.,  10649 

Stained  Glass  Windows,  eons,  req.,  11576 

State    Imports,  7438 

Stripper  Harvesters,  7441 

Stripuers,  7449 

Stearine  and  Paraffine,  5157 

Sugar,  4764 

Tanks,  6623 

Traction  and  Portable  Engines,  6687,  6730 

Timber,  undressed,  7054,  7091,  7105,  7107 

Type,  Printers',  6757,  6764 

Vehicles,  7288,  7291,  7292 

Wire  netting,  4439,  4573,  4579; 

7453;  10766 

{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 

Cigarettes,  4317 
Transferred    Officers,    Rights   of,    wayt  and 

means,  486,1 
Wealth,  Distribution  of.  Budget,  3913 

Oamaron,  Sanator  X«t.-Ool.  Hon.  O.  St. 

G.,  Tamnattia  .- 

Address-in-Reply,  n.,  10 

Commonwealth  and  States,  Financial  Relati-sns 

of,  address,  12 
Customs  Tariff  Bill- 
Schedule  : 

Agricultural,  Horticultural  andi  Viticul- 
tural  Machine  ^4J«)4$>§^  8594 
Oils,  8428  ^ 


July  3,  1907,  to  June  d,  1908. 
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Cameroa,  Senator  Lt.-Col.  Hoo.  C.  St.  C—  ( 

efftitimued. 
Defence  : 

Impeiial,  address,  lo 

Military  Forces,  address,  ii 
Federal  Capital,  address,  la 
Federal  Salaries,  Sute  Taxation  of,  address, 

ta 

Imperial  Coaference,  address,  lo 

Kaleoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey 

Bill,  2R.,  1173 
Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  address,  12 
Navigation  Conference,  address,  10 
Northern  Territory,  address,  10 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  aB.>  2091 
Printing  Committee,  ad.  ref.,  7846 
Tariff  Revision,  address,  10 

Carr,  Mr.  B.  8..  Jiyoc^uoWe  .- 
Addres8■in-Rcply,   m.,  108 
Australia,  Defence  of,  supply,  3609 
Australian    Industries   Preservation   Bill,  2R., 
9033;  com.  (burden  of  proof),  9206,  (persons 
to  answer  questions  and  produce  documents)} 
9322 

Bounties  Bill,  as.,  902;  e»m,  (appropriation), 
rooo 

Budget,  3740,  3807 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons.  req.  (Manufactures 
of  Metal,  n.e.i.),  10695;  (Oils),  loSrS,  10827, 
10882,  10885,  10982,  10997,  '"»3»  (Stone 
and  Marble),  iiooo;  (Printing  Inks),  11093. 
{See  Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)) 

Defence  : 

Cadets,  Treatment  of,  g.,  xtjr^i 

Rifle  Ranges,  supply,  3449 

Volunteer  Kifle  Corps,  suffly,  5790  • 

Eastern  Extension  Cable  Coy.,  q.,  10788,  10967,  ' 

Federal  Capital,  address,  loS;  sup-ply,  8861 
Immigration,  q.,  4518;  suffly.  8968 
Land  Taxation,  Budget,  2807 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6496 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2s.,  6277; 
q.,  ir789 

New   Protection,   Budget,  2741,  2807 ;  adj., 

2842;  q.,  2890,  3173 
Northern  Territory,  supply,  3450 
Old-age  Pensions,  m.,  0344 
Papua  : 

Administration   of,   address,    ro8 ;  supply, 

9396-9404 

Drummond,  Mr.,  Case  of,  q.,  11524,  12199 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  m.,  1919 
Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  ««.  (disobeying 

summons),  11783 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 

Royal   Commission   re   administration,  m., 
ro446;  Ministerial  Statement,  m.s.o.,  11633 

Temporary  Employes,  q.,  6814 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4942 
Protective  Duties,  expl.,  9347 
Quarantine  Bill,  cons,  amdts.,  8947 
Supply  : 

Works  and  Buildings  (Defence),  34^0.  3450 
3609;  (Post  and  Telegraphs),  352; 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  m.,  5799 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  m.,  8861 
Supply  : 

Parliament  (Queen's  Hall),  8964 
External     Affairs     (Administrative),  8968, 
9396 


:arr,   Mr.  E.  S. — continued. 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2R.,  11755 
Tariff,  m.y  2740,  2807,  ctd.  ref.,  7455 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Agricultural,  Horticultural,  and  Viticultursl 
Machinery  and  Implements,  n.e.i.,  6555 

Apparel  and  Attiie^  56",  j^'? 

Bags,  Sacks,  &c..  recom,,  5736,  5737 

Candles,  494a 

Carpets,  5738 

Confectionery,  5349 

Corn  Flour,  5355 

Glue,  6951,  6954 

Hats,  Caps,  and  Bonnets,  5954,  5958 
Hay  and  Chaff,  5432 
Lamps  and  Lampware,  6044 
Lead,  Sheet  and  Pipii^,  605a 
Manufactures  of  Metal,  n.e.i.*  eons,  rtg.t 

10695 
Manures,  7364,  7374 
Naphthaline,  6977 

Oils,  6864,  6866,  6868;  ad.  ref.,  7455;  cons.  ■ 
req.,  10818,  10827,  10882-5,  10982,  10997, 
11113 

Peel.  5335 

Piece  Goods,  582a,  582S.  5841,  584a,  5853 
Printing  and  Stencilling  Inks,  7262;  eons. 

req.,  11093 
Printing  Roller  Composition,  6956 
Shccpwashes,  6984,  6992 
Socks  and  Stockings,  5936 
Stearine  and  Paraffine,  5146 
Stone  and  Marble,  6957;  eons,  req.,  iiooo 
Sugar,  4703 

Type,  Printers',  6759,  6765 

Wire-netting,  4437,  4^7' 

{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Tariff  Resolutions  fKxcise)  : 

Glucose,   4641,  4644 

Starch,  5550 
Telephones  : 

Bathurst  Exchange,  q.,  1089 

Sydney  to  Orange,  supply,  3527 

Catta,  Mf.  J.  H.,  CoojEr.- 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  adj.,  243,  317 
Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  741 
American  Fleet,  q.,  11419 
Barristers,  Alleged  Combine,  q.,  6729,  10081 
Bounties  Bill.  2R.,  989;  earn,  (schedule),  (cot- 
ton), 1071;  exfl.,  loSa;  ffiih),  1300 
Budget,  3293;  exfl.,  3297 
Coal  Mines,  Nationalisation  of,  q.,  5910 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  2R.,  3875 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eons,  req,   (oils),  10820 
.  {See  Tariff  Resolutions,  Customs) 
Defence  : 

Arsenal  and  Small  Arms  Factory,  adj.,  743 
Australian  Navy,  address,  324 
Cadets,  q.,  5329 
Cadet  Bands,  q.,  5239 
Naval  Agreement,  address,  320 
Naval  Ship-building  Yards,  q.,  10483 
Rifle  Kanijes,  Miniature,  q.,  5329 
Thursday  Island  Fort,  Gun  Explosion,  q,, 
12040 

Division  List,  Error  in,  adj.,  827 
Federal  Capital,  address,  325;  q.,  8814,  10179 
Franco-British  Exhibition,  ^I7^^4^|/:> 
Government  Fric^ai^^fiBtV^w®,^?-,  613a, 
6594,  6813 


liuitx  to  Speeches 


Catis,  Mr.  J.  K.—continued. 

Immtgrants,  adj.,  1231,  9420 

Immigration  League.  New  South  Wales, 
881,  92S ;  ad).,  939 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Dill,  torn,  (de- 
puty Commissiooet),  11963;  (qualificatioos), 
11966;  (disqualific&tioat),  11969,  11971;  (con- 
ditions), 11975,  11976;  (reference  to  magis- 
trate),  11979;  (State  pensioners),  11982 

Judiciary    Bill,  adj.,  3970 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  m.,  635;    adj.,  827 

Labour  Party,  Platform  and  Pledge,  address, 
323 

Lnnd  Monopoly,  address,  324. 
Land  Tax,  address,  319 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  an.,  6235 

National  Bank,  q.,  11019 

New  Protection,  q.,  loiia,  10963,  11420 

New  Protection  (Tari0),  4020 

Northern  Territory,    address,  325 ;    m,,    470 ; 

q..  1280,  4519;  adj.,  3362 
Old-age  Pensions,  address,  325 
Papua  : 

Land  Scandals,  q.,  9956 
Personal  Explanation,  adj.,  3970,  4361;  obt.^ 

4556 

I'nst  and  Telegraph  Department  : 

Additional  hands,  Sydney,  suffly,  10430 
Hoy  Labour,  suffly.  10431-2 
Cabinet  Committee,*  tn^^y,  1043(1 
Control  by.  Commissioners,  sufply,  10433 
Increments,  f.,  7464 

Letter  Carriers,  suffly,  10165-6,  10429;  q., 
1 1526 

Public  Telephone  Ituieaux,  q.,  11708 

Royal    Commission    re    administration,  m., 

10427;  m.s.o.,  ii6;^5;  q.,  12042 
Temporary   Employes,  sufply,    1 0430-1  ;  q., 

iriSi 

Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4888 

Printing  Machinery,  suffly,  }S'i5 

Public  Serrice : 
Appeal  Boards,  suf^y,  t0433-3 
Dyer,   Mr.   E.   J.,  case  of,  luf^y,  4860, 
10163 

Retiring  Allowances,  suffly,  4860,  1016); 
12043 

Public  Works  Expenditure,   m.,  7505 
Questions  without  notice,  q.,  11707 
Responsible  Goremment,  address,  322 
Sittmgs  of  House,  m.,  6514 
Socialism,  address,  318.  321 
Sydney  Post  Office  : 

Overtime,  q.,  6814,  6968 

Telegraphists,  q.,  rooSo 
Supply  : 

Postmaster-Geaeral  (Central  Staff),  10163 

Works  and  Buildings  (Treasury),  3595 
Tariff:  m..  3293;  exfl.,  3397,  4361 

Consideration  of,  m.,  4348 

Rntriei,  passing  of,  q.,  4622 

New  Protection,  q.,  8816 

Referendum,  obs.,  4018;  q.,  11326 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Ale,  Porter,  and  other  Beer,  4014 

Articles  for  Official    Use   of    States  Go- 
vernors, 7404 

Candles.  4888 

<  'Ardbo;trd,  7236 

riav  Smoking  Pipes,  7396 

Colfce,  5260 

Confectionery,  5250 


Catts,   Mr.  J.  U.— continued. 

Electrical  Macbmer;,  68oi(  6803 
Fish,  5274 
Furniture,  7013 
Glue,  6055 

Hats,  Caps,  and  Bonnets,  5976 

Hay  and  Chaff,  5442 

Licht-pausrohpapier,  7268 

Millboard,  7235,  7236 

Oils,  cons,  req.,  10820 

Opium,  6995 

Paraffine  Wax,  5139 

Pianos,  7343 

Rails,  Sec,  6822 

Rice  (uncleaned),  5525 

Stay  Paper  and  Cloth,  7268 

Strawboard,  7224 

Sugar,  4696 

Wire  Netting,  4532,  4556 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 

Glucose,  4642 
Trade  Union  Legislation,  q,,  11704 
Transferred   Ofluers,   rights   of,   ways  »m4 

means,  4860 
Year-Book,  3.,  11920 

Chanter,  Hon.  J.  M..  Ittrtrina  : 

Adjournment,  Dinner,  q.,  3S54 
Australian  Men  of  Letters  Fund,  q.,  10179 
Australasian  Press  Association,  q,,  7117 
Biounties    Bill,    »tt^    911;    com.  (schedule), 

(olives)  iito,  (coffee)  1199,  f.o.  1313 
Braddon  Section,  Budget,  3177 
Uudget,  3175 

Business,  Order  of,  M.,  3804 

Commonwealth  and  States,  Financial  Relations 

of,  Budget,  3189 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons.  req.   (Rice  Root) 

10C04,  (Hay  and  Chaff),  10521,  10527,  10^42, 

'Mustard)  10556,   (Hata  and  Caps)  10600. 

[See  Tariff  Resolutions.  Customs) 
Deface  : 

Government  Policy,  q.,  8813 

Naval  Agreement,  Budget,  3191 

Royal    Australian    Artillery,  Commanding 
Officers,  q.,  2691 

Disputed  Elections  and  QualiBcations  Bill. 
2S.,  6375;  eom.  (pending  petitions),  6380, 
6382,  (qualifications  and  vacancies),  bjttb 
(Crown  to  pay  costs  in  certain  cases).  0388 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Admissibility  '  of 
Amendment  (Tariff  Resolutions),  m.,  yoqi 

Dissent  from  Ruling :  Reading  of  Newspaper 
Extracts  (Estimates),  n.,  10211 

Electoral  (Disputed  Returns)  Bill,  titf.,  1612; 

2574 

Elections,  Voided,  q.,  10180,  11421 

Federal  Capital,  Budget,  3190 

Fiscal  Issue.  Budget,  3175 

Freeman  and  Wallace,  Messrs..  q.,  10079, 
10132.  10134;  adj.,  10129;  ffflyt  10204-21, 
"330;  11626-7,   «>704;  <'9»3-4. 

12190;    M,,  12044 

Government,  Position  of,  exfl.,  10471 

Iron  Industry,  Budget,  3184 

Lascars :  Commonwealth  Legislation,  f.,  1975 

Mail  Charges,  Railway,  q.,  4200 

Mail  Steamers,  Passenger  KatM|tf..|ig75 

Military  Board,  q.,  1977  JOylC 

New  Protection,  Budget.  3180  ^ 


Jii/y  5,  J907,  to  Jutu  a,  1908. 
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Chanter,  Hon.  J.  M. — continued. 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 
Chinese  Helmets,  g-'  o675 
Contract  Offices,  supply,  10171 
Couatry  Services,  supply,  10171 
Den^liquin  Post  Office,  Overtime,  y.,  2795, 
3733 

Gunbower  Telephone  Service,  supply,  10172 
Hay  to  Darlington  Point  Service  :  Tenders, 

supfiy,  10175-6 
Tunce  and  Narandera  Offices,  g.,  ^693,6405, 

6406 

Penny  Postage,  supply,  10173 
Pottage  :  Surchai^es,  supply,  10174 
Postal   and   Telegraphic    Centres,  supply, 
10172 

Postal  Prohibitions,  12043 

Postmistress,  Daysdale,  f.,  2348 

Royal    Commission    re    administration,  m., 
10459;  iupply,  10471;  m.s.o.,  11634 

Sweating  :  supply,  10168 

Sydney  Post  Office,  Sweating  in,  g.,  10310 

Telegrams,  Delivery  of,  supply,  ioi68-g 

Telegraphic  Delays.  7117 

Urana,   LocVhart,   Berrigan,   and  Jcrildcrie 
Post  Offices,  Revenue  from,  f.,  12153 
Public  Service  :    Adminislralion    of,  supply, 

9786,  10168 
Political  Influence,  supply,  i«»t69-7o 
Promotions,  supply,  10169-70 
Rabbit  Destruction,  g.,  3969,  4519,  5328,  54»7» 

6406,  6674 
Shipping  Combine,  adj.,  3941 
Sittings  of  House,  qyo 
State  Officers  and  Federal  Work,  supply,  Q733 
Sugar  Industry,  Budge/,  3182,  3187 
Supply  ; 

Attorney -General  (High  Court),  9733 
Home  AfTairs  (Public  Service  Commissioner), 
9786 

Postmaster-General   (Central   Staff),  10168, 
10175,  10304 
Tariff  Commission,  Recommendations  of  Pro- 

tecttonist  Section  of.  Budget.  3183 
Tariff :  317s 
New   South   Wales,   Industrial  Prosperity, 
6677 

Petition,  m..  3418 
Recommittals,  adj.,  7414 
Seizure  of  Uncustomed  goods  by  New  South 

Wales  Government,  adj.,  2344 
Wire  Netting,       2997,  3174,  484a 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Cnstoms) ; 
Explosives,  7391 

Hals  and  Caps,  tens,  req.,  10600 
Hay    and   Chaff,    5425,    544'.    5443  S 

fff.,  10521,  10527,  10542 
Machinery,  &c.,  6744 
Manures.  7361,  7367,  7369 
Mustard,  cons,  req.,  10556 
Oils,  6869,  6873  {p.t.,  6875) 
Rice  Root,  cons,  req.,  10504 
Hoofing  Tiles,  6909 
Saws,  n.e.i.,  6750 
Sheep  Shearing  Machines,  6580 
Strawboard,  7230 

Surgical,   Dental,   and   Vetermary  Appli- 
ances, 7407 
Timber,  undressed,  7082,  7094 
Tobacco,  manufactured,  n.e.i.,  4281 
Traction  and  Portable  Engines,  6697 
Wire  Netting.  44«>»  457*  it-^-'  4S75t'  45/8 
[See  Customs  Tariff  bill) 


Chanter,  Hon.  J.  M. — continued. 

Transferred  Properties,  Budget,  3186 
Victoria,  Progress  under  Protection,  Budget 
3»79  ' 
White  Australia  Policy,  Budget,  3187 


3K., 


Bill,  int.. 
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Chapman,  Hon.  Austin.  Eden  Monaro: 
American  Canned  Meats  q.,  995s 
Australia,  Advertising  of,  supply,  9983 
Australian    luduslnej,   Preservation  bill. 
9038 

Bounties  Act,  q.,  11390 
budget  and  Tariff   iToposais.  arf;.,  3686 
butter  Grading,  q.,  1413,  4649 
Celluloid,  q..  10702 

Commerce    (Trade  Descriptions) 
6133 

Commonwealth  Savings  Banks,  q. 
Customs  Departmenl  : 

Audit  Staff,  supply,  9991 
Border  Stations,  supply,  9984-5 
breweries.  Registration  of,  q.,  9480 
'  usioma  Huads,  q.,  2348 

Entries,  Adelaide,  q..  4085,  8815,  8816,  9580, 
^ 10180,  10310,  10703  • 
Export  Entries,  q.,  10756 
Fraud,  q.,  6354 

Lnndiag  Officers'  Leave,  3335 
Law  Costs,  supply,  9992 
Leave,  Recreation,   q.,   10081,  10310 
Officers,  Sick  Leave,  q.,  11704 
Officers,  Sydney,  q.,  4379,  428a 
Oversea  Ships'  Stores,  supply,  9993 
Overtime,  Melbourne,  q..  3969,  5338 
Seiiure  of  Gvinds,  q.,  6024,  613. 
Undermanning,        11257.8,  11624 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons.  req.  (Hats  and 
Caps),  10590,  10618;  (Parasols,  &c.),  io6i(j, 
10620;  {Piece  Goods),  10623,  'ot^Mi  10627, 
10628,  10629,  10630;  (Waddings,  Sec),  10630, 
10631,  1063s,  io64Pi  (Socks  and  Stockings), 
10642,  10643.  l*^''  Tariff  Resolutions,  Cus. 
toms) 

Departmental  Estimates,  Reduction  of,  expt.. 
11705 

Divisions  ip.o..  696.S) 
Domestics,   Importation  of,  adj.,  3686 
Engine  Driver,  Salary  of,  supply,  9990 
Excise  Tariff  Act,  q.,  2236,  2347 
Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural   Machinery)  Act, 
q.,  3268,  4748,  4927,  5520,  5691,  6329,  6354, 
6811,  7026,  7113,  7115,  7171,  7296,  8817; 

^}--  5558;  ways  and  means,  5707 
Excise  Tariff    (Spirits)    Act,    q,,  4647, 
4748,   4749.   5238,   5328,    5691,  7027, 
7298 ;  ways  and  means,  5707 
Federal  Capital,  adj.,  308;  q.,  10965, 
Fruit  and  Fruit  Buckets,  q.,  11329 
Geraldton  Trade,  supply,  ^/i^-j 
Grain  Bags,  Size  of,  q..  6227,  6228, 
7415,  7461,  7462,  9767,  9845,  10610, 
10753,   10787,  loqjo,   1 1051 -2 
Guns,  Importation  of,  q.,  11016,  11054 
Harvesters,  Price  of,  q..  9581,  0584-5,  Q767 
Horses,  Importation  from  Western  Austruliit, 
q.,  iigi6 

Immigration  Restriction  Act,  supply,  9988 
Iron,  Exportation  of,  q.,  6407 
Jam    Manufacturers,   Comliine  of,   q.,  995IJ, 
10576.  10970  Digitized  byCiOOgte 


4648, 

7^97. 

1 1181 


6355, 
10700, 


Index  to  ISpeecnen. 


Chapman,  Hon.  Auslin — eaniinved. 
Kanakas,  Repatriated,  svffly.  11379 
London  Offices  of  Commonwealth,  suffty,  366b 
Letter  Carriers,  Boys,  j.,  504 
Mail  Steamers  :    Cold  Storage  on,  adj.,  345, 
601;  S-  4<^i  5^>  59''i  Telephone  Inquiries 

«»  S'*  774 
Mails  : 

Casino-Graf  ton  Service,  jr.,  407 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  a,,  80,  397 
Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,        t93,  35a,  404, 

502,  881,  988,  10S7 
Manure  Combine,  g.,  11056 
Mauger,  Mr.,  g.,  158 
Millers'  Association,  g.,  11795 
Morphia,  Price  of,  10750 
New  Hebrides,  g.,  aiai 

New  Protection,  g.,  1381,  4647,  4648,  4748, 
4749,  7116;  supply  {f.o.  3320);  ways  end 
means,  5707 

Officers  Compensation  Bill,  m.,  7495 

Old-age  Pentions,  g.,  880 

Opium,  sale  of,  g..  3234,  3970;  Smuggling  of, 
g.,  9100,  lorjs,  ii«s 

Pacific  Islands,  Trade  with,  g.,  1378 

Papua  : 

Telegraphic  Communicatiob  with,  g,  405 
Parliament,  Reflections  on,  obs.,  10988 
Patent  and   Proprietarv   Medicines,  g.,  1087, 

'749.  45>9.  46",  4^9,  4842,  4926,  5129, 

5497,  6023,  8815 
Patents  A«,  British,  j.,  gaqS,  11157 
Penonal  Explanation,  2656 
Pianos,    Disclosure    of    Official  Information, 

74IS.  7462;  7536 
Postal  AdministratioD  (Sydney),  g,,  988 

Postal  Rates  Bill,        297,  882,  10534;  int., 

774 

Produce,  Grading  01,  4958 
Public  Service  ; 

District  Allowancei  in  Western  Australia, 
adj.,  3686 

Promotions,  suffly,  9985 

Temporary  Assistance,  suffly,  11379,  11380 
Quarantine  Bill,   cons,   amdts.,   8939,  8941, 

8955.  8959 
Quarantine,  suffly,  9984 
Rabbit  Destruction,  q.,  5328,  5417,  6407,  6674, 

10081 

Rat  Destruction,  q.,  6675 
Secret  Drugs,  Cures  and  Foods,  g.,  10309 
Shipping  Combine,  adj.,  3966 
Shipping,  Differential  Treatment  of,  q.,  I1916, 
ir922 

Shippine  Intelligence,  928 
Stamp  Printing  Machinery,  298 
Stripper  Harvesters,  q.,  702S,  7297,  7418,  9767 
Sugar  Industry  : 

Bounty,  jr.,  3300 

Casual  Labourers,  10878 

Rebates,  q.,  5340,  ^17 

Wages,  q.,  11325 
Supply  : 

Trade  and  Customs  (Central  Statf],  9983; 
(Quarantine),  9984;  (Victoria),  9985; 
(Immigration),  9988,  9990;  (South  Aus- 
tralia), 9991,  9992,  9993,  9904,  9yq6: 
(Western  Australia),  9997;  (Temporary 
Assistiinte),     1  r  170 ;     (Tariff  Decisions), 

Works  and  Buildin^^s  (Home  Atfairs),  f.o., 
,4320 ;  (Post  and  Telegraph),  3458,  3510, 
3^4^>>  3553:  (Kxternal  Affairs),  3666 


Chapman,  Hon.  Aosthi — tantiiuud. 

Tariff : 

Absorbent  Cotton,  g.,  10752 
Administration  of,  suffly,  9983 
Agricultural   Implement   Makers   is  South 

Australia,    Payment  of   Excise,  g.,  2688, 

2790,  2791 
Art  Paper,  Imitation,  q.,  10878,  11019 
Bonded  Goods,  q.,  5131 
British  Goods,  Taxation  of,  g.,  iS&S.  3336 
Butter  Boxes,  Rebate  of  Duty  on,  q.,  2564, 

»S67.  6591.  6676,  7035,  7026 
Cancellation  of  Carriers'  Licences,  q.,  2087 
Cases,  Duty  on,  g.,  2233,  2347 
Chairs,  Duty  on,  g..  2564.  2^ 
Commission's     Reports,     q,,     2655,  2791, 

2890,  2891,  3173,  6419 
Committees  -Decisions,   Circulation   of.  f 

6812 

Condensed   Milk,   Increase    of  Price« 

C'urios,  Duties  on,  5329 

Cusloms  Duties,  Duplication  of,  g.,  6674 

Dates,  Importation  of,  q.,  11390 

Decisions,  suffly,  11380 

Duties,  Refund  of,  q..  7300 

Kmploymcnt,  Effect  on,  g,,  10609 

Fntries,   Passing  of,  g.,  4623 

Kxcess  Duty,  Refund  of,  q.,  2889,  2997 

l!.\eniplions,  q.,  iy76 

Foreign-made  goods,  g.,  11056 

Goods,   (  onsinnption   and    Manufacture  of, 

S-1   >75' t    increased   prices    by  Sydney 

tirms,  q.,  3793 
Goods  in  Transit,  Duties  on,  q.,  1747,  1748 
Hat  Bands,  Leather,         4748;  adj.,  4794; 

;uffly,  4844 
Hat  Making  Machinery,  g,,  6739,  6813 
Imports,  Clearances  of,  g.,   1868 ;  Classitt- 

catioii  of,  suffly,  9996 
Increased  Prices,  q.,  2564,  2792 
Industries,  Stimulus  to,  g,,  9090 
Information  as  to,  g.,  1974 
Items,  Explanation  of,  g.,  3734.  397a 
Kerosene,  Duty  on,  q.,   3563,  3688,  7398, 

7299,  giSSs;  Flash  Point  of,  11180 
King's  Warehouses,  q.,  368q,  3690 
Labour  Conditions,  q.,  1281 
Lining  Boards,  q,  4200 
Machin«Ty  Rebates,  g.,  6813 
Magazines,  Duty  on,  g.,  1865,  2313,  3565 
Opium,  Smugglmg  of,  g.,  2565,  2566 
Paints,  Duties  on,  q.,  2232 
Petition,  m.,  3412 

Pianos,  Importation  of,  q.,  7113,  7170,  7251 
Printing  Paper,  Duty  on,  q,,  379t-3,  11055, 

I1O05-6:  exfl.,  11178 
Re-exports,  Drawback  on,  g.,  11339 
Removal  from  Bond,  q.,  1865 
Shearing  Machine  Gear,  Duty  on,  q,,  5334 
South  African  Preference,  q.,  11919,  11920 
Tartaric  Acid,  q.,  11098 
Tea,  Duty  on.  g.,  1517 
Temporary  Assistants,  suffly,  11379,  11380 
Timber  fiuties.  Rebate  on  Exported  Fruit 

and  Butter  Cases,  q.,  6431 
Tobacco,  Duties  on,  g.,  1868 
Treacle,  Seiiure  of,  q.,  6675 
Tweed,    Increased    Price    in    New  South 

Wales,  q..  2702 
Wheat,  Re-Importation  of,^,  5600  » 
Wheels  and  AxIefcgjB8ijr,yitti,0jagie2«t- 
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Chapman,  Hon.  Austin—iottiinued. 

lix'itl—eontinued. 

Wholesale  Business  Firms,  Increase  of  Prices 
by,  J...  1868  ■ 

Wire-nettinE,  q.,  4842,  5*38 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customi)  : 

Ale,  Porter  and  other  Beer,  f.o., 

Blue,  4786 

Hats  aad  Caps,  cons,  ref.,  10590,  «»18 

Lasts  and  trees,  jt2j 

Manufaeluies  of  paper,  7190 

Oils,  eons,  rtq.,  10988  . 

Socks  and  Stockings,  cons.  req..  10642,  10O43 

Parasols,  Sc.,  cons,  req.,  10619, 

Piece  Goods,  cons,  req.,  10623,  10624,  10O27, 
10628,  10629,  10630 

Sf.:rits,  4135 

Timber,  uodiessed,  7090 

Tobacco,  Manufactured,  4*38,  4^^ 

Waddings,  &c.,  cont.   req.,    10630,  10631, 
1063s, 

Wine,  n.e.i.,  4"! 
(See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Telegraph  Messengers,  q.,  883 
Teleplioncs  : 

Charges,  Reduction  of,  J..  J<)S.  8S0 

Long  Distance  Rates,  q..  501,  590.  9/6 

Rates,  Anomalies  in,  q.,  578,  979:  ""Z  '  9»»  J 
suffly,  3458,  35>o  ,  . 

Sydney  to  Melbourne,  suffly,  3^4o.  3553 

Underground ing  of  Wires,        150.  97» 

Young  Exchange,        80,  81 
Trawler,  q..  5691 

Chatstvay,  Senator  T.  D..  Qufenelanti- 
Additional  Appropriation  Bill,   1907-8,  sche- 

Additional^5?ppropriation  (Works  and  Build- 
ings)  Bill,  2B.,  11690 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  261 

Agriculture,  Dept.  of,  q.,  8365 

American  Fleet,  q.,    1147°    „  .    .  ,  ,^  

Appropriation  Bill,  com. .  bchedule  (Home 
Affairs).  10308,  3R.,  10394 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bil  , 
com..  Schedule  (Defence),  4041;  (Ireasury), 
4054;  (External  Affairs),  4076,  4083 

Australia,  Map  of,  suffly,  i030«;  advertis- 
ing  of,  q.,  11303.  11473;  suffly.  12144 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill, 

(persons  to  answer  questions  and  produce 
documenU),  5037,  5085,  5106;  ad.  ref..  5183 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.  (protection  of 
banker  paying  fraudulently  altered  cheque), 
-58,  2060,  2061,  3067,  2194,  2204;  (applica- 
tion of  State  laws),  1585,  1706;  (present- 
ment of  cheque  for  payment),  ao6o 
Bounties  Act,  q..  7653 

Bounties  Bill,  2R.,  2635;  com.  (appropria- 
tion),  2768;  (bounties),  2769,  2770;  (notice), 
3779,  2781;  (regulations),  2786,  2851.  1862, 
2864;  (schedule),  (cotton),  3067.  3069;  (New 
Zealand  flax),  3071;  (jute),  3158,  3257;  (mo- 
hair), 3371;  (copra),  3394i  (rice  uncleaned), 
3464,  3488;  (rubber),  3489,  3576;  (coffee). 
3582,  3709,  3722,  3723;  (tobacco  leaf),  3729, 
4255,  4260;  (fish  preserved),  4264;  (dates), 
4385;  ad.  ref.,  4585;  reeom.,  4837;  (coffee), 
4896;   (tobacco  leaf),  4899 

Business,  Conduct  of,  adj.y  7564 

Census  and  Statistics,  suffly,  6350 

Chinese,  q.,  6061 


CbaUway,  Senator  T.  T>.— continued. 
Coal  Combine,  3701 
Commercial  Agents,  q.,  8554;  suffly,  8919 
Commonwealth  Expenditure,  address,  263 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  com.  (taxatuMi 

by  States  of  Commonwealth  salaries),  956 
Commonwealth  Year-bvoi,  adj.,  9190 
Customs  Administration,  mffly,  sSjS 
Customs  Conference,  Pretoria,  f.,  logai 
Customs     Department,     North  Queen4land, 

suffly,  138 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  A..  7607 
Schedule  : 
Adding  and  Computing  Machines,  8625 
Agricultural,   Horticultural,   and  Viticul- 
tural  Machinery  and  Implementt,  n.e.i., 

^574  .  , 
Ammonia  [f-o.,  9251) 
.  Ammonia  Condenser  Coils,  9169,  9170 
Antimony,  9171 
Apparel  and  Attire,  8209 
Arrowroot,  7950 

Artificial    Plants^  Flowers,   and  Fruits, 

8349.  835a  „  ^ 
Dags  and  Sacks,  8218 
Bananas,  7840,  7850 

Ulankets  for-  Printing  Machines,  9946 

Blue,  7685,  7696 

Bottle  Stoppers,  n-e.i.,  8501 

Carbide  of  Calcium,  9256,  9363,  9267 

Carbonic  Acid  Gas,  9253 

Chaff  Cutters  and  Horse  Gears,  8580 

Coffee  and  Chicory,  7767  * 

Cosies  and  Cushions,  8284 

Cotton  Seed,  8095 

Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  9057,  9060 ; 

cons,  req.,  10950 
Electrical  Machinery  and  Parts  thereof, 

880a 

Fancy  Goods,  9651,  965a 
Fish,  7784 

Fruits  and  Vegetables,  7823 
Glassware,  n.e.i.,  8488 
Grain  and  pulse,  prepared  or  manufac- 
tured, 7917,  7919  „  ^ 
Hats,  Caps,  and  Bonnets,  8398 
Hay  and  Chaff,  7938;  cons,  req.,  10866 
Insecticides,  9291,  9393-3;  cons,  req.,  11240 
Lantern    Slides,   &c.,   9931,   9933  if-^-' 
9935) 

Machinery,  Machines,  and  Machine  Tools, 
i  n.e.i.,  8709^  8710 
Manufactures  of  Metal,  n.e.i.,  8735,  8740, 

8745.  8763 
Matches  and  Vestas,  7981,  800^ 
Metals  and   Machinery   (Division  VI.A), 
9188 

Motive  Machinery  and  Appliances  (except 

electric),  8627,  {f.o.,  8650),  8652 
Milk,  8019 

Nute,  8034,  8035,  8036,  8037 

Oils,  838S,  8444j  '"a4 

Plates  and  Sheets  of  any  metal  (except 

tin),  9170 
Printing  Roller  Composition,  8533 
Rails,  &c.,  9063;  cons,  req.,  10951 
Rice,  8081,  8086;  cons,   req.,  10873 
Sago  and  Tapiocaj  7661 
Scientific  Apparatus,  8495 
Tanks,  8617 

Tents,  Tarpaulins,  Sails,  and  Flags,  8347 
Timber,  9422,   (f.o.,   94a3)i   9448,  9452, 
04^3.  946s;  "«*■  f?h»M?4t^"^' 
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Cfaataway,  Senator  T.  D. — continued. 

Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule] — continued. 
Tobacco,  Maaufactuied,  7639,  ^44 
Trimmings  and  Ornaments,  a.e.i.,  for  At- 
tire, 8349 
Type,  Printeis*, 

Waddings  and  Cotton  Wool,  8330 

■Watch  and  Clock  Hair  and  Maio  Sgrings, 

&c..  9657 
Watches  and  Clocks,  s.e.i.,  ^56 
Wood,  articles  made  of,  n.e.i.,  9575 
Defence : 

Military  and  Naval  Appointments,  4471 
Rifle  Clubs,  Grants  lo,  suffiy,  4041 
Rifle  Ranges,  suffly^  11690  - 
Thursday  Island  f'ort,  Explosion  at,  sufflyy 
11620,  1 1678,  12146 
Disputed   Kicctions   and   Qualifications  Bill, 
com.   {qualihcations  and  vacancies),  5653 ; 

9  '  5958.  5981 

Dissent  from  Rulu^  :  Admissibility  of  Re- 
quest {Customs  Tahtf  Bill))  «•>  9^5* 

Election  Expenses  Reimbursement  Bill,  as., 
12149 

Electoral    Rolls,    Publication   of,    g.,  9633 ; 

iupfly,  11619 
Estimates,  g.,  7976 

Excise  Tarit!  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act, 
adj.,  5760 

Fire  Insurance,  suffty,  12145 

Grain  Bags,  Size  of,         7565,  7566 

Harvesters,  Excise  TariS,  f.,  1927 

Immigrants,         4365,  4471 

Immigration  Leagues,  q.,  8231 

Immigration  Restriction  Act,  q.,  1689 

Immigration,  q.,  39;  addresi,  261,  364 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  as., 
laoia ;  com.  {disqualifications),  13030 ;  (in- 
valid pensions),  12033 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bili,  2».,  1155 

Linotype  Operators,  m..  3836 

London  Offices  of  the  Commonwealth,  tuffty, 
4076,  4083;  4470 

Mails  : 

Northern  Territory,  y,,  830,  931,  1130 
Vancouver    Service,   address,    267 ;  suffly, 
i8jS 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  q.,  5560,  5978;  m., 
6210 

New  Hebrides,  q.,  4708,  4895 

Officers  Compensation  Bill,  as.,  loojfi;  com. 

(appropriations),  10058,  10060 
Papua : 

Administration,  suffly,  8020 

Steam  Service  to,  q.,  1926 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  2R.,  2107 
Parliamentary  Gardens,  suffy^  12144 
Parliamentary   Papers  Bill,  com.  (publishing 

parliamentary    papers),    12135;     (no  aclioD 

for  libel),   12136,  12137 
Parliamenlary  Witnesses  Bill,  com.  (prevent- 
ing witnesses  giving  evidcncej.  766 
Personal  Explanation,  8S67 
Petition  :  Kerosene,  Flash  Point  of,  m..  ioae;i 
Postal:  ^ 

Administration,  stiffly,  139,  1857,  8918, 
9001,  9006;  Cabinet  Committee  of  In- 
quiry, adj.,  9527 

Postal  and  Telegraph  Associations,  q.,  7704 

Stamps,  Sale  of,  q.,  50S2 

Telegraphic  Communication,  Queensland,  q., 
9041,  9136 


Chataway,  Senator  T.  D. — continued. 
Privilege  :   Select  Committee  on  Prccedure, 
m.,  10009;  S-*  I1216;  M.,  11^3;  Md.  ref.t 
11^7 
Public  Service : 
Customs  Officers  Salaries,  q.,  iicSi 
District  Allowances,  q.,  7977,  8483;  suffty, 
12147 

Inquiry  Boards,  q.,  8673,  8700 

Leave,  q.,  7571 
Printing   Committee,   «,,  1566,   446S,  Sji6 
Printing  Office,  supply,  4054 
Quarantine  Bill,   2R.,   5195;   cam.    (ports  of 

entry),  5322  (f.o.,  5991) 
Questions,  f.o.,  8156 
Submarine  Bells,  suffly,  13146 
Sugar  Industry  : 

Boimtv,   q.,' 2iyS,  2614,  3364.  10920 

Cane  Fields,  Labour  in,  g.,  5367;  Wage,  in, 
^  q.,  6190,  11472 

Excise  and  Bounty,  q.,  4796 

Surtax    in    Cape    Colony,    q.,    9138,  9^^;, 
10253;  adj.,   ro3o9;  supply,  10394 

■Wages  in  Queensland,  address,  a6i 
Supply  Bin  (Nw.  I),  JR.,  138 
Supply  Bill  (No.  0  1908-9,, aR.,  13141;  com. 

(Schedule)  (Parliament  House  and  GardcnsI 

12144.  "145.  (Defence— Thursday  Island) 
1 2146 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  rR.,  1857 

Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  IB..  8919  ;  com.  (Postah 

9001.  9006 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2R.,  11884 
Telegrams,  Delivery  of,  supply,  i8<;8 
Telephone  Exchange,  Nanango,  q..  11864 
Telephone   Line.   Plane   Creek   Central  Mill 

Company's,  supply,  13147 
Telephone  Service,  q.,  650,  1470,  ie66 
Tillett.  Mr.  Ben,  q.,  5081 
Tobacco  Combine,  q.,  314Q 
Treasurer's  Advance,  suffty,  12141 
Tronical  Australia,  Diseases  in,  suffly,  6148 
Vanilla,  q..  1023 

Weather  Reports,  Queensland,  f.,  247 

Glemona,  Sanator  Hon.  J.  S..  Ta^mtHin: 

Additional  Appropriation  Bill  1007-8.  iR. 
1147s  ' 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  10072.  uux 

Agricultural  Show,  adj..  3963 

Anti-Trust  and  Commerce  Laws, 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  BiliT  2R., 
4908;  cons,  amdts.  (persons  to  answer  ques- 
tions and  produce  documents),  10071 

Australian  Timber,  q.,  11382 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.  (signature  essen. 
tial  to  liability).  747;  (notice  of  dishonour), 
748;  (presentment  of  cheque  for  payment). 
749<  »05S»  2056;  recom.,  2407,  3409,  2411; 
(protection  of  banker  paying  fraudulently 
altered  cheque),  753;  (protest  when  notary 
not  accessible),  763;  (applicati<m  of  State 
laws),  1587,  1706,  1065.  1967,  1972 ;  reeom., 
3407 

Blakncy,  Mr.  E.  A.,  Case  of,  q.,  7752 
Bookkeeping  Period,  suffly,  1842,  6300 
Bounties  Bili,  com.  (minimum  wage),  2771 ; 
(offences  against  Act),  2771,  2773;  (noticet, 
2780,  278^_:  (regulations),  2846,  2853.  a8s6, 
3860;  (schedule),  (cotton),  2958;  iw.,  2962; 
(tobacco  leaf),  {f.o.,  4163,  41671,1  rte.-Pi.. 
4838;  (tobacco  Dlgftfirit^i^  dog  le 
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Clemonsi  Senator  Hod.  J.  S. — continued. 

Britiih  Goods,  Certificates  of  Value,  m.,  1961 

Budget  Papen,  odj.t  1714 

Buuneu,  Order  of,  atf/.,  171a 

Collins,  Captain,  f.,  1814,  1928 

Commoaweaith  and  States,  Financial  Relathnil 
of>  f-.  7974-S»  '«38i 

Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  cam.  (taxation  by 
States  of  .Commoaweaith  salaries),  156^ 
1574;   (salary  of  Goveraor-General),  i^; 

Custums  Taiill  Bill,  Schedule  : 
Adzes,  Axe  Handles,  &c.,  9639 
Agricultural,  Horticultural,  and  Viticulturat 

Machinery  and  Implements,  n.e.i.,  S577 
Agricultuxal,  Horticultural  and  Viticultural 

Machinery  and  Implements,  8593 
Apparel  and  Attire  8194,  8300 
Arms,  8559 
Arrowroot,  7949,  7951 
Biscuits,  7674,  7684 
Blankets  [f-o..  8233),  8240,  8255, 
Blankets  for  Pricting  Machines,  9947 
Blue,  7686,  7688,  7695,  7697 
Boots,  Rubber.  &c.,  9055 
Broom  Com  Millet,  7697 
Brushes,  9903 
Buckets  and  Tubs,  9649 
Butter  and  Cheese.  7698,  7700 
Carpets,  8263,  8273 
Coffee  and  Chicory,  777I1  7775 
Coir  Mats  and  Matting,  8275,  8276 
Confectionery,  7720,  7736,  7747 
Cotton,  Asbestos,  &c.,  9939 
Curtains  and  Blinds,  n.e.i.,  Sa^,  8289 
Cutlery,  n.e.i.,  8598 
Doors,  9639,  9640 
Dried  Herbs.  7880 

Earth  and  Rock  Cutting  Machinery,  &c., 

8783,  8795,  8796 
Electrical    Machinery   and   Parts  thereof, 

8800,  8804,  8809,  8870,  887a,  8873.  8884, 

8885,  8S87 

Engines,  &c.,  n.e.i.,  8663,  8666.  8667,  8670, 

8671,  8685.  8694,  8695 
Fancy  Goods,  9650,  9051 
Filters,  9899 
Fi^,  7800 

Fruits  and  Vegetables.  7817,  7828,  9949 
Fruits,  Citrus,  7839 

Fumigators,  Atomisers,  &c.,  9924;  cons,  rr;., 
1 1316 

Furs  and  other  Skins,  8289,  8290,  8393 

Gloves,  8293,  8394,  8305,  8396,  8397 

(ioods  repaired  abroad,  9944 

Grain  and  Pulse,  not  prepared  or  manufac- 
tured, 7891,  7893 

Grain  and  Pulse,  prepared  or  manufactured, 
7894,  7906.  7916,  79r8,  79x9,  7930 

(>reen  Gioger,  7833 

Hay  and  Chaft,  7935 

Honeys,  Jams,  and  Jellies,  7945 

Hops,  7948,  7949 

Infants'  Food,  8063 

Iron,  Plate  and  Sheet,  8564 

lungiass,  8064 

Leather,  cons,  reg.,  11310 

Leather,  Rubber  antl  Composition  Belling, 

9675*  9676 
Liquorice,  7755,  7759,  77tfr 
Locomotives,  Traction  and  Portable  Engines, 

8663,  8664 


Clemons,  Senator  Hon.  J.  S. — continued. 
Customs  Tariff  Bill  (SchKAyilt)— continued. 
Machinery,  Machines,  and  Machine  Tools, 

n.e.i.  [f.o.,  8710-1,  8713) 
Malt  Extract,  7956,  7957 
Manures,  9904 

Matches  and  Vestas,  7960,  7969,  7987,  Soot, 
8009 

Meats,  Poultry,  nnd  Game,  Son,  8013,  8015 

Milk.  8021 

Mustard,  8030 

Mustard  Seed,  8030 

Nails,  8600.  8605,  8610 

Nuts.  80M,  8034,  8035.  8036,  8038 

Oars  and  Sculls,  9903 

Oils,  cons,  req.,  11324* 

Oilmen's  Stores,  n.e.i.,  8040,  8041,  8047, 

8057,  8059 
Onions.  7885 
Papwr.  cons,  rtq.,  11314 
Passengers'  Personal  Effects,  9941.  9942 
Peel,  preserved.  7833 
Photograph  Frames,  9641 
Pianos,  9895 

Piece  Goods,  8t6t,  S166,  8177,  8178,  8184, 

S187,  8189,  8191 
Kice,  8067.  S069,  8082,  8086,  80S7 
Rice  Root,  7698 

Rubber  and  other  Hose,  9665,  9668 
Rubber  Manufactures,  n.e.i.,  9670 
Timber,  9547,  9549,  9550,  9552).  9555, 

9556 

Tool  Handles,  9635,  9638 
Sago  and  Tapioca,  7660 
Salt,  SoSq,  &>93 
Saws,  n.e.i.,  8763 
Scientific  Instruments,  9947 
Screws,  8781,  8783 

Sewing  and  Embroidery  Silks  and  Twists, 

99-»3 
Sheep,  7656 

Slipper  Forms.  0664,  9665 
Soap,  S096.  8097 
Sparklets,  8100 

Spectacles  and  Spectacle  Frames,  q66o 

Stained  Gl:iss  Windows,  cirt)38*9;  cont.  ref., 

"317 
Straw,  7944 

Surgical  Appliances,  9940,  9944 

Vegetables,  dried,  7875,  7878 

Vegetables,  n.e.i.,  7873 

Wire,  n.e.i.,  cons,  ref.,  11233 

Works  of  Art,  9938,  9939 

Yarns,  9919,  9921,  9923 
Dissent    from   Ruling  :    Admi.ssibilitv   of  Re- 
quest (Excise  Tariff  Bill),  m.,  10020-a,  10035 
Divisions,  f.o.,  8165 

Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural   Machinery)  Act, 

sitffly,  6303 
Excise  Tariff  (Spirits)  Act,  adj..  4618;  9-,  8364 
Excise  Tariff  Bill,  com: 
Schedule  : 
Glucose  (/.ff..  10014),  10020,  10027 
Tobacco,     manufactured,     n.e-i.,     1001 5, 
10019 
Glucose,  q.,  8285 
Grain,  Shipment  of,  q.,  1568 
Harvesters,  Manufacture  of,  q.,  1937 
Immigration  Restriction  Act,  p.,  1471,  i68q 
Judiciary  Bill,  3E.,  859     ^  « 

Kalgoorlie  to  FB^ti^^&tf^^i^iiiU^Survey, 
8339  ^ 
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Clemons,  Seaatoi  Hon.  J.  S. — continued. 
Kalgooilie  to  Pan  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  ecm.   (power  to  lurvey  route),  14^81, 
'504:  (appropriation),  1508;  3B.,  1689;  f.o.. 

European,  Special  Train,  j.,  745  746 
Tasmaman,  g.,  745,  1815,  1929,  3845,  2g4r, 

„  ./yo»'."473;  if't^y.  1953 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  g.,  6294 

Murray,  Mrs.,  Case  of,  g.,  6407 

Navigation  Bill,  ad;.,  2787 

New  Protectitm,  adj.,  ^iS 

OfiBcers  Compensation  Bill,  com.  (appropria- 
tions), 10065 

Post  Offices  : 
LauncMton,  y.,  7848,  8029,  9735,  10003 
bDnngfield,  g.,  6407 

Printing  Committee,  m.,  1566;  f.o.,  7845;  ad. 
ref.,  8aai 

Privilege :   Select  Committee  on  Procedure, 

n.j  10005 
Public  Service  : 

Classification  and  Promotion,  775a 
PuUford,  Senator,  Leave  of  Absence  to, 

Quarantine  Bill,  com.  (State  aid  in  carrying 
out  Act),  5319;  {ports  of  entry),  5321,  5323. 
5481,  548a.  5483,  5487 

Revenue,  Alleged  Leakage  in  Tasmania  and 
Refund  to,  g.,  7850 

Senate  : 

Accommodation     for     Members,  suffly. 
8984-5 

Adjournment  of,  m.,  6298 
Leave  of  Absence,  m.,  6298 
Sittings  of,  IB.,  8077 

Vacancy   in   South    Australia,  Committee's 
Report,  m.,  4832,  4836 
Standing  Ordersi,  buspetision  ot,  adj.,  10072-3 
Statutory  Rules  and  Regulations,  g.,  11219 
Supjilv  Bill  (No.  2),  iR.,  1841;  com.  (issue  and 
application),  1932 ;  (period  of  expenditure), 
1947;  (schedule),  1947,  1948;  ad,  ref.,  195.3; 

Su|iply  Bill  (No.  4),  IK.,  6300 

Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  com.,  Schedule  (The  Par- 
liament), 8984-s 

Supply,  Term  of  Grant,  sufply,  1947,  1948 

Tariff,  g.,  1684 

Commission's  Reports,  g.,  2032,  240?,  2511; 
exfl..  2513 

Tclctjraph  Charges,  g.,  2615,  2845,  2846 

Tobacco  Industry  ; 
Gombine,  Action  of,  adj.,  2040;  w.,  3058. 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  j..  2031,  11383,  11468 

Cook,  Hon.  J.  Hume,  Boitrkt  : 

Budget,  P.O.,  3297;  exfl.,  3208 
Commonwealth  Statistics,  supply,  9875 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons.  req.  (Tobacco,  un- 
ctanufactuied),  10406;  (Oils),  10887;  (Roof- 
ing    Tiles),    10903;    (Insecticides),  11008, 
11564;    (Leather),    11070;    (P.iper),  11083; 
(FuroituTe.   n.e.i.),    11013";    (Ptns,  n.e.i.), 
11168;   (Electric   Machines),   11447;  (Piece 
Goods).  11461,  11464;  (Chain  Blocks),  11539; 
Manufariures  of  Metals,  eons,  reg.,  10704. 
[See  Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs).) 
Disputed  Senate  Election,  Expenses  of,  supply. 

11365,  I 1366 
Electoral  Act,  Amendment  of,  supply,  9768 


Cook,  Hon.  J.  n.— continued. 
Electoral  Rolls,  g.,  9847,  11258^,  11337,  11330 
Federal  Capital,  104G3 

Governor-General's     Establishment,  ruf^y, 

9885-6  *■ 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey, 

S->  9093.  9J9»»  9388.  10756,  10785 
Legal  Tender,  feiUion,  1412 
Letter  Carriers  and  Mail  Drivers,  South  Aus- 
tralia, g.,  9846 
Lighthouses,  sufply,  9886 
Mahon,  Mr.,  pairs  for,  exfl..  6513 
Mail  Contract !  Cancelled,  g.,  10701 
Map  of  Australia,  tuffly,  9890 
Pairs,  exfl.,  6794,  10605,  'O^i  "57* 
Post  Offices  : 

Port  Pirie  and  Mount  Gambier.  - ,  11917, 
12042 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department: 

Expenditure,  supply,  11404 
Mail  Motor  Cars,  g.,  10752 
Secretary,  g.,  io6oq 

Sydney  Railway  Station,  Late  Fee  Letter 
Boic,  g.,  10653,  10752 

Telegraph  Wire,  g.,  10701 

Telephone  Tunnels,  g.,  10609 

Transfers  of  Officers,  y.,  10653 
Public  Service : 

Inquiry  Boards,  tuffdy,  9^5 

Vacancies  in,  g.,  9684 
Public  Service  Bill,  at.,  12056 
Public  Works  Department,  supply,  9789-91 
Railway  Gauge,  Uniform,  g.,  9398 
Sittings  of  House,  m.,  651a 
Supply  : 

Home  Affairs  (Electoral  Office),  9768;  fPub- 
lie  Service  Commissioner),  9775;  (Public 
Works  St.iff).  q78q:  (Census  and  Statis- 
tics),  9875,  9876;  (Govemor.GeneraHs  Es- 
tablishment), 9885.  9886;  (Miscellaneous). 
9890;  (Electoral  Office),  11365 

Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  11404 
Tariff,  f,o..  3297;  exi^.,  3298 
Tariff  Resolutions: 

Chain  Blocks,  eons,  reg.,  11539 

Electric  Machines,  cons,  reg.,  11447 

Furniture  n.e.i,,  11013 

Hats  and  Caps,  expl.,  10605 

Insecticides,  cons,  req.,  [1008,  IT^^ 

Leather,  cons,  req.,  11070 

Manufactures  of  Metals,  cons,  reg,,  10704 

Oils,  eons,  reg.,  10887 

Paper,  cans,  reg.,  110S3 

Pens  n.e.i.,  cons,  req.,  11168 

Piece  Goods  (Woollen),  cons,  reg.,  11461, 
11464 

Roofing  Tiles,  eons,  reg.,  10903 

Tobacco,  unmanufactured,  cons,  reg.,  104116 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Temperature  Records,  g.,  8928,  9098 
Transferred  Properties,  g.,  11921 
Trawler,  building  of,  g.,  11261 
Victoria,  Population  and  Represent.ition  of. 

Weather  Forecasts,  g.  8926,  Q^B£)q1c 
Year.Book,  g.,  10607,  10652  ^ 


Jvly  Sj  2907,  to  June  o»  1908. 


Cook,  Hon.  Jouph,  ParranmUa: 

Address-in-RepIy,  m.,  85 
Adjoummeat,  ChriBtmas,  7459 
Adjoumment,  Special,  exfl,,  468 ;  M.,  3026, 

6S04;  obs.,  5745;  adj.,  6967 
Advertising  Contract,  luffly,  11361 
Age,  Misrepresentation  by,  exfl.,  5210 
Agricultural  Implement  Making  Industry^  adj. 

(f.o.,  12139),  "164 
Antarctic  Expedition,  m.,  7492 
Australia,  Advertising,  suffly.  11359 
Australian  Indebtedness,  Budget.  3452 
Australian   Industries   Preservation   Act,  f., 

10524 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  2K.> 
90311,  9106;  com.  (definition),  9131 ;  (burden 
of  proof),  9201 !  (persons  to  answer  ques- 
tions and  produce  documents),  92r6,  9220, 
9223.  9233;  recom.,  9392;  3K.,  9585;  {f.o., 

Australian    Men    of    Letters    Fund,  suffly, 

Beale,  Mr.,  Report  by,  adj.,  3104 

Bills  and  Statistics,  Printing  of,  m.,  2229 

Bookkeeping  System,  Budget,  2464 

Bounties  Bill,  2B.,  787;  com.  (appropiiattwi), 

997,  1019;  (specification  of  bounties)*  1057; 

f-o.,  1072;  (schedule),  (mohair),  10991  1100; 

^Im  fruit),  1182;  (fish),  1397,  1307;  f.o., 

i3«5J  (d'ied  fruits),  1317J  f.o.,  1317;  38., 

1400;  eonj.  amdtt.,  6401,  6402 
Budget,  f.,  977,  1716;  obs.,  1678;  adj,,  1743; 

m.,  2451;  f.e.y  3293.  3297:  3394  ^  „ 

Business,  Order  of,  m.,  469;  adj.,  563,  1678, 

6r86;  m.,  2795;  q.,  3622,  7169;  Progress  of, 

adj.,  5336;  suffly,  5784;  Conduct  of,  adj.. 

Cable  Connexions,  g.,  12153 

Campbell-Bannerman,  Death  of  Sir  H.,  obs., 
10522 

Carruthers,  Mr.,  Public  Utterances  of,  supply, 

3439  ' 
Catts,  Mr.,  Conduct  of,  adj.,  3971 
Chairman  of  Committees,  suffiy,  82 
Coal  and  Shipping  Combine,  q.,  397r 
Coastal    Defence    Appropriation    Bill,  m., 

12077.  12093 
Combines  and  Trusts,  g.,  3971 
Commerce  Act,  suffly,  6290 
Commonwealth  Elections,  suffly.  ri366 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bilf,  adj.,  2343 
Commonwealth  and  States,  Financial  Relations 
of.  Budget,  2458;  suffly,  3326,  11270;  adj., 
10784;  q.,  6420,  1087s,  >09&4 
Commonwealth  Statistics,  suffly,  9876 
"  Contingencies,"  suffly,  5785  . 
Customs  Tariff  Amendment  Bill,  earn,  (short 
•itle),   12054  i   (South   African  preference), 
12054;  m.s.o.,  12054 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  3R.,  7465;   exfl.,  7468; 
cons.  req.    {f.o.,  10485),  10492;    (Sago  and 
Tapioca),  10500;  (Blue),  10501 ;  (Confection- 
ery), 10515;  (Hay  and  Cbatf),  10533,  10530, 
1054s  i  (Matches  and  Vestas),  10550;  (Nnts), 
10558;  (Tea),  10560;  (Apparel  and  Attire), 
10564,  10566;  (Bags  and  Sacks),  f.o.,  10573; 
(Curtains  and  Blinds),  10577,  11439,  ii440> 
11443 ;    (Gloves),   10579 ;   (Hats  and  Caps), 
10581,  10590;  (Manufactures  of  Metal,  n.e.i.), 
10686,    10698;    (Coalcutters),    f.o.,    10731  ; 
(Rock  Boring  Machines,  n.e.i.),  f.o.,  10733; 
(Electrical  Machines),  10734,  10741 ;  {f.o., 


wk,  Hon.  Joseph — eoniinued. 

10735,  10738,  10741,  11451;  (Furniture), 
11013;  (Roasting  Dishes),  10905;  (Paper), 
11073,  11085,  "0S8;  (Oils),  10985,  iiiio; 
(Piece  Goods),  11461,  11462,  11463,  11464; 
(f.o.,  11528);  (Stained  Glass  Windows), 
"S77»  "57*:  «•»  tt434-  {See  Tariff  Re- 
solutions,' Customs.) 

Defence  : 
Administration,  suffly,  10094-98 
Clerk,  Case  of,  suf^y,  5785 
Cordite  Factory,  luf'^y,  3739 
Cox,  Col.,  Case  of,  suffly,  10091*  10105 » 
q.,  11386 

Easter  Encampment,  Leave  to  Telegraphists, 

f.,  10079,  ><»3' 
Expenditure,  budget^  2463 
Government  Policy,  suffly,  3605,  3607 
Harbor  and  Coastal,  suffly,  3677 
Imperial,  address,  94 
Military  Board,  suffty,  10095 
Military  Boots,  9478 
Military  Officers,  Leave  of    Absence,  q., 

9481 

Military  Promotions,  q.,  5600,  6594 
Naval,  suffly,  3615,  11408,  11417 
Naval  Agreement,  address,  96;  q.,  i3;8 
Rifie  Ranges,  Buffalo  Hill,  q.,  9009,  ro70i  n 

Parramatta,  suffty,  10091 ;  Ryde,  suffly, 

10092-3 

Victorian  Torpedo  Practice,  q.,  3269 

Disputed   Elections  and    Qualifications  Bill, 

suffly,  6283:  2B.,  637a 
Dissent  from  Ruling,  m.,  11546 
Echuca  Election,  suffty,  8965 
Estimates,    Additional,    q.,    10078;  suffly, 

11268;  obs.,  11418 
Excise  Procedure  Bill,  all.,  7477 
Excise    Tariff   (Agricultural    Machinery)  Act, 

q.,  5909,  6130 

Excise    Tariff    Bill,    m.,    11215;    eons.  req. 
(amylic  alcohol),  11215.    K^ee  Tariff  Resolu- 
tions, Excise) 
Excise  Tariff  (Starch)  Bill,  2R.,  12056 
Exports  Oversea,  Budget,  2451 
Federal  Administration,  address,  87 
Federal  Capital,  suffly,  8863;  q.,  9091,  9S42, 
10074 

Federal  Finance,  Budget,  2459,  3465;  suffly, 
3321,  11268 

Freeman  and  Wallace,  Messrs.,  suffly,  11346 
Government,  Position  of,  adj..  10461 ;  sufpiv, 

10473,  *"7t;  exfl.,  10481,  10482 
Government  Printing  Office  [f.o.,  9975) 
Harvesters,  Price  of,  q.,  9583,  95S4 
High  Commissioner,  address,  88 
Honorary    Ministers,    Official    Expenses  of, 

suffly,  948a,  94% 
House,  Kiguts  of,  m„  11434 
Immigration,  suffly^  9630,  9690-6,  9724;  f.o., 

"387 

Immigration  :  America  to  Great  Britain,  q., 
6727 

Imperial   Conference,   address,  8q;  suffly, 
11361 

Imports,  Budget,  2452 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  aa.,  11953- 

Inter-State  Trade.  Budget.  2451 

Judiciary  Bill,  adj.,  2343;  f.o.,    3760;  2R., 

3759.  3762,    3791  ■-.  , 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  ^^Oe^j^  Survey^ 

Bill,        559,  561 ;  f.e.,  631  O 
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Cook,  Hon.  Joseph — eontinued. 
Labour  Party,  Platforoi  of*  obs.,  9346;  exfl,, 

9150,  935 »' 
Land  Settlement,  suf-^y,  8976 
Land  Tax.  Budget,  3454 

London    Offices    of    Commonweuhb,  suffly^ 
t8o3,   1804,   1809,   1810,   1811,  1875,  3617, 
3622,  3661,  3663,  3673,  3740,  3749,  11361 
Mai)   Service  to   Europe,   address.   88 ;  m., 

6400,  6422 ;  {f.o.,  6500,  6501) 
Mail  Contract  Cancelled,  y.,  404,  2651,  7037 
Mail  Steamers  :  Cold  Storage  on,  11^7.,  596 
Manufactures   Encouragement   Bill,  5910; 
**■>     5914  >     com.     (Regulations),     12177 ; 
(Schedule),  13179  , 
Murray  Waters,  q.,  503 

New  Hebrides,  m.,  470;  q.,  3268,  3301;  suf- 
?'.T.  9735 

New   Protection,  address,  87;  Budget,  2471; 

suffly,  \f.o.,  3319) 
New  Sotitli  Wales  Expenditure  by  Carruthers 

Oovcmmcnt,   sit f fly,   3358 ;   expl.,  341 1 
New  Works  and  buildings.  Budget,  2461 
Northern  Territory,  m.,  469;  q.,  4413 
Officers'  Compenution  Bill,  m.,  7405 
Old-age  Pensions,  address,  87;  Budget,  2457, 

2458;        9310,  9346- 
Old-age    Pensions    Appropriation    Bill,  m., 

12095 '  1209b;    €cm.  (appropriation), 

Opposition,  Absence  uf  Lca<ler  of,  address,  85 
Pacific  Islands,  suffly,  1804.  1809,  1812,  951a 
Papers,  obs..  11328 
Papun  : 

AdminiKt ration  uf,  supply,  1804,  9404-5 
Papua  Dill,  2K.,  1415 
Parliament  : 

I  'andidatcs'  Expenses,  suffly,  11216 

Reflections  on,  obs.,  10985,  iiiio 

Sweating,  q.,  6813 

Ventilating  and  Sewering,  supply,  8964 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  q.,  1866;  m., 
1930,  1934';  2R.,  1990;  com.  (amount  of  al- 
lowance), 300I,    (commencement    of  Act), 

2009,  30I0 

Personal  Explanation.  265a 

Postal  Department : 
Admioiitration  of,  supply,  11270 
Cabinet  Committee  to  Inquire  into  Admin- 
istration of,  q.,  9843;  supply,  10236-40; 
Royal  Commission  re  [p.o.,  10403-3);  m., 
10427,  10460;  supply,  10473,11404;  m.s.o., 
'1633;  expL,  10481-2 
Post  Office,  NoTtham,  sup^y,  3536 

Post    and    Telecraph    Department,  Budget. 
2460,  2462;  supply,  [1404 

Preferential  Trade,  Budget,  247  ^ 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  5047,  513a,  5133, 
5627,  5638,  5744 

Premiers*  Conference,  Reports,  m.,  470 ;  q., 
10964 

Prime  Minister,  q.,  3621;  obs.,  3735 
Privilege :  Select  Committee  on  Procedure,  q., 

10075,  ^*^7i        >ota8,  11701 
Public  Service  : 

Administration  of,  tuffiyt  9785>6 

Oratuities,  q.,  7464 

Public  Service  Act,  Budget.  2460 
Public  Service  Bill,  aB.,  120^7 


Cook,  Hon.  Joseph — continued. 
Quarantine  Bill,  alt.,  510 ;  ccm.  icomDCDCE- 
ment),  1417  j  (interpteutioo),  1539;  ipwlsol 
^^r/h   15571   (power  to  destioT  disetied 
animals),   1727;   (examinUiOn  of  imporUd 
animals),  1761,  1765,  1766;  (Sute  Uwi  nd 
regulations),  1770;  eons,  amdtt.,  8943 
Quorum  Rules,  Breach  of,  obs.,  6801 
Rabbit  Destruction,  supply,  11380 
Rifle  Ranges,  suffly.  3450,  3451 
beat  of  Government  Bill,  q.,  995a 
Secret  Drugs,  Cures,  and  ^oods,  adi..  xstn, 

supply,  0978 
Session,  Close  of,  q..  11260 
Shipping  Combine,  adj.,  3944 
Sittings  of  House,         38/6506;  adj.,  6i»: 

q.,  6417,  6676.  68to 
Small  Arms  Factory,  adj.,  3683 
Standing  Orders,  Suspension  of,  p.e.,  94S3 
States  Debts :  Premiers'  Conference,  q..  lapi, 
Stale  Officers  and  Federal  Work,  tufply,  9731 
States,  Direct  Taxation  in.  Budget.  2456 
Sugar  Bountv,  Budget.  2457 
Sunshine  Railway  Collision,  obs.,  10483 
Supply  : 

Attorney-General  (Crown  Solicitor's  Ofccei, 
973» 

Defence  (Central  Administration),  10091, 
10105 

External  Affairs  (Administrative),  8976, 
9404>  9486;  (Mail  Service,  Pacific  Is- 
lands), 9513;  (Miscellaneous),  9531,  q6jo. 
9690,  9734,  9735 

Home  Affairs  {Public  Service  Commissioner). 
9785-  (Census  and  Statistics),  0876:  (#..-., 

Parliament  (Ventilation    of    Houm).  &i64; 

(Contingencies),  ^5 
Postmaster-General    (Centr.tl    Staff),  loiO, 

10236 

Trade    and    Customs    (Quarantine),  qoS*: 

(Rabbit  Destructor),  11380 
Treasury  (Government  Printer),  {p.t.,  ifa:n. 

9978 

Works  and  Buildincs  (Trade  .ind  Cmtonul, 
3439t  344» ;  (Defence),  3450,  3451,  3605, 
3607.  3615,  3617.  3677.  3739.  "408;  (Pom 

(Home  Affairs),  3321,  3357, 
Supply  Bill  (No.  I),        81 ;  *■*(«.,  84 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),        1776,  180a;  ad.  rif., 
•875 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  w..  5784 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4).         6282;  ««.  [sche- 
dule), 6290 
Supply  Bin  (No.  5),  m.,  8862 
Supply  Bill  (No.   I)  1908-9,  1J007:  H.. 

I3l80 

Surplus  Revenue,  adj..  11734:  ir786 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,   zr..   <)866,  0875;  W-, 

11670;  torn,  (commencement),  iiS6r 
Tariff;  wr„  4451;  ^.,„  g^,^ 

Amendments,  obs.,  7440,  10501 ;  m.,  10503; 
obs..  10558 

Anomalies,  obs.,  7453 

British  Preference,  q.,  2791 

Commission's  Reports,  Budget,  2467;  f.. 
3172 

Considerarion  of,  q..  3587,  3588,  6«3; 
4341.  4358.  4360 


Jvly  S,  2907,  to  June  o,  2908. 
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Cook,  Hon.  Joseph — continued. 
Tariff — eoniinued. 

Information  as  to,  tu-^y.  1770!  >974 
Machiaery  Duties,  4^43 
Old  and  New  Rates  of  Duty,  i7»5 
Petition,  m..  3409     „  „ 
PTOgiess  Report  to  Senate,  m..  10817 
Revenue  from,  suf^y^  33^3. 
Seizure  of  Uncustomed  Goods  by  New  South 

Wales  Government,        223' J  Cancellation 

of  Carriers'  Licences,  suf^y,  2Q04 
Senate's  requests,  9100 
Tariff  Reio4uttons  (Customs) : 
Adding  and  Computing  Machines,  603* 
Adxe,  Axe,-  and  Scythe  Handles,  7125 
Agricultural,  Horticultural,  and  Viucultural 

Machinery  and  Implements,  n.e.i.,  6556, 

6559,  6564-5 
Ale,   Porit-r,   and  other  Beer,  4025 

4120-1),  4124,  4131 
Almond  Kernels,  5462 
Ammonia,  6969,  6970 

Apparel  and  Attire,  5608,  5627,  n.e.i.,  5629 ; 

cons,  req.,  10564,  10566 
Articles  for  official  use  of  State  Govtrnors, 

7404,  7419.  7429 
Bags  and  Sacks,  5737  i 

(f.e.,  IOS23) 
Bananas,  5,^0 
Bicycles,  727* 
Biscuits,  4778 
Blacking,  6853 

Blankets,  5728  „  .  . 

Blankets,  Rubber   or    Wool,    for  Printing 

Machines,  7407 
Blue,  4785;  «(M.  reg..  10501 
Boots  and  Shoes,  7154,  7155.  7>56.  7»So 
Bottles,  n.e.i.,  0947 
Bronze  and  Metal  Powders,  6860 
Brushmakers'  Woodware,  7118 
BuckeU  and  Tubs,  7139,  7140 
Cameras,  ttc,  7394,  7395  , 
Candles,  4928,  4944>  4969.  5047»  5>3»  i 

S»33 

Casks,  Barrels,  Sc.,  7135 
Chairs,  7000 

Chaffcutters  and  Horse  Gears,  6564 
China  and  Porcelain,  6897,  6900 
Clny  Smoking  Pipes,  7396 
Coalcuiting  Machines,  eons.  reg.  »o73i 
Coir  Mats,  5739 

Confectionery,  5159.  S"7  S"^),  52*8  i 

eont.  req.,  10515 
Toodensed  Milk,  ^si."!  _ 
Copying  Apparatus,  7378 
Com  Flour,  5353,  5157 
Colics  and  Cushions,  (;744 
Cotton  Yam,  7375-  737^.  7377 
Curtains  and  Blinds,  eons,  req.,  10577,  ii439i 

11440,  1144a  .  , 

Electrical  Articles  and  Materials,  6810 
Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  6809 
Electrical  Machinery,  6800,  6807 ;  earn,  req., 
10734,  10741  [f.e.,  io735»  '073*»'  W74*). 

1145"  ,  - 

Engines  [f.o.,  6705),  6712,  6713 
Explosives,  738a  ,  ^      ^  o 

Feathers    (undressed),     5635,     5636.    5630  - 

(dressed),  5638 
Flypapers,  6993 
Fumigators,  Ike,  7379 

Furniture,  7011,  7019,  7020;  cons.  req..  11013 
Glass,  6gi8,  69:11 
Glassware,  6934 


Cook,  Hon.  Joseph— fff«/i«»ei/. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)— 
Gloves,  5940;  ecns.  req..  10579 
Glue,  6951 
Graphite,  6858,  6859 
Gummed  Paper,  7J41 

Hals,  Caps,  and  Bonnets,  5951;,  5956,  SQi;- 
5959.  5960,  59651  5966.  5967.  5969.  5970. 
597«.  5973.  S974>  5975.  597*1  cons.  req.. 
10583,  10599  ,^ 
Hay  and  Chaff,  5422,  5429,  5441.  544a  (?•«-. 

5442);  cons.  req..  10522,  10530,  10545 
Imitation  Gold,  Sc.,  7147 
Incandescent  Mantles,  5077 
Iron  and  Steel,  6839,  6841 
Iron,  Plate  and  Sneet,  O526 
Isinglass,  n.e.i.,  5462  - 
Jewellery,  Unfinished,  7144,  71451  7*46 
Lasts  and  Trees,  7127 
Leather  Manufactures,  n.e.i.,  7163 
Leather,  Rubber  and  Composition  Belting, 
7165,  7167 

Liquid  Removers  of  Paints  and  Varnishes, 

6894,  6895 
Live  Stock  {f.o.,  477^.  4773) 
Machinery  and  Machines  and  Machine  Tools, 

6722-3.  6730 
Mangles,  lac,  6549 

Manufactures  of    Metal,  6746;    cons,  req., 

10686,  10698 
Manufactures  of  Paper,  7175,  7180,  7182, 
7183,  7184,  7195,  7204,  7211,  721a,  7215, 
72if),  7322,  7223 
Manures.,  7373 
Marine  Engines,  6655 
Matches  and  Vestas,  cons,  req.,  10550 
MeaU  and  Poultry  (fresh  or  smoked),  5454. 
(potted  or  concentrated)  5455,  (soup)  5456, 
(preserved  by  cold  process)  5456,  5459 
Mining  Kngines,  6789,  6793,  6799 
Motive   Puwer   Machinery   and  Appliances, 

6653,  6656.  6665 
Nails,  6600,  6O08,  6609,  66l4»  6617 
Nuphthalinc,  6978 
Nuts,  eons,  req.,  10558 
Oilmen's  Stores,  5^23.  .S5*» 
Oils,  668a.  6866,  6868,  6869,  6874;  eons,  req., 

10985,  into 
Opium,  6994 

Paints  and  Colours,  6884,  6886,  6889,  68^0, 

6891,  6892 
Paper,  cons,  req.,  11073,  11085,  "088 
Peel,  5334 

Peramoulators  and  Go-carts,  7282,  7283 
Photograph  Frames,  &c.,  7125,  7126 
Photographic  Accessories,  7395 

Pianos,  7348,  7352.  7355.  73S7 
Pickles,  5461 
Pictures,  7398 

Piece  Goods  used  in  m.inufacture  of  Rubber 

Cloth,  Rebate  on,  7412 
Piece  Goods  {p.o.,  S849).  .^852,  58>;3,  .';8^6, 
5915,  5918,  5926;  cons,  req.t  1146I1  ii46a» 
11463,  11464;  f'O..  "5^8 
Printing  and  Stencilling  Inks,  7245,  7257 
Printing  Paper,  7215 
Rails,  Ac,  6815,  6823.  6829 
Rebate    for    Home    Consumption,  iii94» 
11196,  11200,  ir2i2,  11213 

Regalia  {f.o.,  5639)  ^  .  -, 
Reaoet  and  Binder /TVinC^^JH.  /J?* 

Rice.  n.e.i.Di3Si3ii^^^*^^8^*^ 
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Cook,  Hon.  ]osq)h — continued. 
Tarifl  Kesolutiors  (Customs) — tontinutd. 
Roasting  Dishes,  cons,  req.t  10905 
Rock   Boring    Machines,   n.e.i.i  eons.  reg. 

{f.o..  10733) 
Roonng  Tiles,  6909 
Saccharine,  6976 

Sago  and  Tapioca,  cons,  req.,  10500 
Salt,  5536 

Salt,  Gypsum   and   Manure  Bags,  recain., 

5735.  5736 
Sausage  Casings,  5460 
Saws,  n.e.i,,  6751 
Scientific  Instruments,  7410.  7411 
Screws,  n.e.i.,  6709,  6773 
Sbecp-shearing  Machines,  6586 
Sheepwashes,  6985,  D992 
Shocks,  7137 
Smoking  Pipes,  7396 
Socks  and  Stockings,  qgjj; 
Siained  Glasf  Windows,  cons,  req.,  11187, 

"577*  "578 
State  Imports,  7439 
Stationery,  Manufactured,  7243 
Stone  and  Marble,  6963,  0965,  6966 
Strawboard,  72^9 
Stripper  Harvesters,  6570,  6573 
Sugar,  4752,  4765 

Surgical  Appliances,  7400;  cons,  req.,  11192 
Tanks,  6622 

Tartaric  Acid,  cons,  rrq.,  iioii 
Tea  (in   packets),   [f.o.  5465) ;   cont.  req., 
10560 

Timber,  7024,  7079,  708a,  7084,  7094,  7100, 
7103;  cons,  req.,  11058-9,  I1139 

Tool  Handles,  7119,  7124 

Type,  Printers',  6758,  exfl.,  6768 

Varnishes,  6892 

Vehicles,  7485,  7292-3 

Vesta  and  Match  Boxes,  7241 

Watches,  Clocks,  &c.,  7150,  7151 

Weighing  Machines  [f.o.,  6630),  6633 

Wicker,  Bamboo,  and  Cane,  7109 

Wire  Netting  {f.a.,  4574) 

Woollen   and   Hat   Machinery,  6722 

Yarns,  7377 

[See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 

Amylic  alcohol,  cons,  req.,  11215 

Cigarettes,  4323 

Golden  Syrup,  4767 

iSee  Excise  Tariff  Bill.) 
Telephones  : 

Discontinuance  of,  q.,  9954 

Rates,  Anomalies   in,  q.,  979,  6726 ;  adj., 

979i  987;  i'*Pfly*  3456.  3.S»o 
Sydney  to  Melbourne,  suffiy,  3550 

Trade.  Budget.  24^3 

Transferred    Properties,    Budget,  2466; 
11786 

Treasurer's  Advance,  supply,  84 
Trawler,  suffiy,  3441 
Victorian  Coal  Mines,  q ,  7208 
Votes,  Spending  of,  Muffly.  11271 

Coon,  Mr.  J.,  Batmaa: 

Addresi-in-RepIy,  m,,  37 
Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  12203 
Boots  and  Shoes,  Budpet,  3834 
Bottle  Making  Industrv,  Budget,  2831 
Budget,  2830 


Coon,  Mr.  J. — continued. 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons,  req.,  (Hats  and 
Caps),  10605,  10614;  (Socks  and  Stockings), 
10653 ;  (Manufactures  of  Metal,  n.e.i.], 
10696;  (Rock  Drills),  10717,  10727 ;  (Wire 
Netting),  ro767 ;  (Locks),  10797  >  (Wire 
D.e.i.),  10S12 ;  (Oils),  10987,  11117;  (Paper), 
11072,  iioSo;  (Stained  Glau  Windows). 
11187,  11575,  11577;  (Piece  Goods),  ii464> 
11532;  (Hoists),  10685.  (-^'f  Tariff  Reso- 
lutions (Customs).) 

Easter  Encampment,  q.,  9581 

Electoral  Act,  address,  28 

Hirscb,  Mr.  Max,  q.,  405 

Imperial  Conference,  address,  27 

Industrial  Legislation,  Uniform,  m.,  2567 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bni.  M.,  734 

Manufactures '  Encouragement  Bill,  eem. 
(authority  to  pay  bounties),  12170 

Mining  Machinery,  Budget,  3833 

New  South  Wales,  Progress  under  Protection, 
Budget,  2831 

Parliament,   rcdcctions  on,  odi.,  10987 

Penny  Postage,  address,  28 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 

'  Instrument  Fitters,  q.,  11158 

Pottery  Trade.  Budget,  3832 

Preferential  Voting,  address,  38 

Tariff  Revision,  address,  ay 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 
Apparel  and  Attire,  n.e.i.,  5630 
Bicycles,  T270 
Blacking,  1^54 
Blue,  47tii 

Boots  and  Shoes,  7155 

Bottles,  n.e.i.,  6945 

Candles,  4885,  4950 

China  and  Porcelain,  6898,  6901 

Confectionery,  5225.  525a 

Engines,  6716 

Explosives,  7388 

Furniture,  7005 

Glassware,  6926 

Gloves,  5940 

Hats,  Caps,  and  Bonnets,  5971 ;  ^0111.  req., 

10605,  10614 
HoisU,  patent,  cons,  req.,  106S5 
Lasts  and  Trees,  7126 
Locks,  cons,  req.,  10797 
Machinery,  &c.,  6733,  6742 
Manufactures  of  Metal,  com.  req.,  10696 
Matches,  5451 
Mining  Engines,  6780 

Motive  Power  Machinery  and  Appliances, 

6663 
Nails,  6613 

Oils,  cons,  req.,  10987,  11117 

Paper,  cons,  req- ,  1 1072,  1 1080 

Piece    Goods,    Woollen,    5827 ;   cons,  req., 

1 1464,  11532 
Rock  Drills,  eons,  req.,  10717,  10727 
Socks  and  Stockings,  eons,  req.,  10653 
Stained  Glass  Windows,  eons,  req.,  11187, 

Tisr^.  11577 

Steam  Road  Rollers.  6686 
Weighing  Machines,  6628 
Wire,  n.e.i.,  eons,  req.,  10812 
Wire  ni-ttinjf,  453s ;  eons,  req.,  10767 
Wool  Scouring  Machines.  6722 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
United  Kingdom  :  Imports  xtfflSxowkfl /8ud- 
get,  3831  Digitized  by 
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Oroft,  Senator  J.  W.,  WaUm  Aiutralia: 

Appropriatioo  Bill*  eom,  (Postmaster-General), 
10389 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  Schedule : 
Animal  Foods,  7931 
Coffee  and  Chicory,  7761,  7779i  7780 
Cutlery,  n.e.i.,  8599 
Dutiable  Machinerr  and  Machine  Tools, 
8721 

Electrical    and    Gas    Appliances,  8890, 

9043.  9056. 
Fish,  7805 

Fruits  and  Vegetables,  7813 

Grain  and  Pulse  (prepared  or  manufac- 

tured),  7914,  7919 
Iron  and  Steel  Tubes,  9087 
Machinery  and   Machines   and  Machine 

Tools,  n.e.i.,  8705 
Manufactures    of    Metal,    n.e.i.,  8724, 

8739,  8739,  8761-a 
Pigs.  7657 

Rails,  &c.,  9071,  907a 
Sparkling  Wine,  7631 
Weighing  Machines,  n.e.i.,  8621 
Defence  : 

Military  leather  Equipment,  g.,  9042 
Tmmif^rants,        5178  • 
Immigration  Restriction  Act,  q,,   1131,  i47lt 

1688 

Mail  Contracts.  Oversea,  m.,  4497 
Opium,  Smuggling  of,  q.,  501 1 ;  adj.,  9007 
Patents  Office,  q.,  i68q 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 
Administration,  Western  Australia,  suffly, 
10389 

Printing  Office,  7793 
Spencer,  Mr.,  Land  Claim,  q..  5383 
Stores,  Tenders  for,  q.,  9041 
Tasmanian  Customs  Revenue,  933 
Tillet,  Mr.  Ben,  Statement  by,  q.,  4705 
Western    Australia;     Postal    Facilities,  adj.. 
4924 

Wharf  Labourers'  Strike,  New  South  Wales, 
9041 

Year-Bcok,  Printing  of,  q.,  4707 


Croaoh,  Hon.  R.  A.,  Corio : 

Antarctic  Expedition,  10875 

Australia,  Advertising  of,  suffly,  9983;  q., 

11050-1 ;  f.o.,  10880 
Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  ecm. 

(definition),  9130;  (burden  of  proof),  f.c, 

9»34-5 

Beale,  Mr.,  Report  by,  adj.,  3098,  3899 
Board  of  Trade,  Correspondents,  q.,  4957 
Bouchard,    Commodore,    Reception    of,  f., 

9099,  9299 
Bounties  Act,  q.,  11390 

Bounties  Bill,  com.  (schedule),  (cotton),  i07(); 
(fish),  1399,  1302:  f,o.,  1315;  (dried  fruits), 
■317:  (second  schedule),  1333,  1333 
Business,  order  of,  adj.,  3047 
Coal  Miners'  Strike,  q.,  6131 
Collins,  Captain,  Duties  of,  q.,  yiit 
Colonial  Office,  q.,  5130,  6406,  11736;  Domi- 
nions Department,  q.,  93S9 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  IH.,  {f.o.),  1926, 
3860;  adj.,  3047;  211.,  3S76;  com.  (taxation 
by  States  of  Commonwealth  Salaries),  3885, 
3896.  38q7 

Commonwealth  Servants,  State  T.ixation  of, 
S-  "79 


Crouch,  Hon.  K.  A. — continued. 

Commonwealth  Services  :  Old-age  Pensions,  q., 
'  11526 

Commonwealth  and  States,  Financial  Rela- 
tions, 11430 

Copyright  Bill,  ff.,  5130 

Customs  Stations,  Border,  tuffly,  9984 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eons,  req.  (Motive  Power, 
Machinery  and  Appliances,  except  electric), 
10677;  (Electrical  Machines),  f.o.,  10739 ; 
(Oils),  10825,  11109;  (Chemical  compounds], 
iioio;  (Paper),  11073,  11089.  (See  Tariff 
Resolutions  (Customs).) 

Defence  -. 

Administration,  suffly,  10084-91;  q.,  11793 

Armament  Artificers,  q.,  3450 

Arsenal  :  New  Garden  City,  q.,  9767 

Artillery  Ranges,  q.,  6024 

Cadets  Instructional  Staff,  988 

Cordite  and  Small  Arms  Factory,  suffly. 

3739;        36»'.  8818,  11329 
Defence  Bill,  q.,  9193 
Discharge  Fees,  q.,  ^85,  11097 
European  Military  Systems,  q.,  3347 
Field  Artillery,  q.,  11361 
Government  Policy,  suffly,  8833 
Governor-General's    Establishment,  suffly, 

9885 

Guns,  Lights,   and   Emplacements,  suffly, 
3744 

Instructional   Staff  Commissions,  q.,  11793 

Instruction,  Courses  of,  q.,  2123 

Lang,    Bombardier,    q.,    2313,    334S ;  adj., 

2343,  asii 
Marriage  Regulations,  q.,  4311 
Married  Establishment,  q.,  989 
Medical  Examination,  q.,  4310,  4748 
Military  Board,  suffly,  10084-87 
Military  Correspondence,  q.,  1089 
Military   Forces,   Daily   Rations,   q..  4927, 

5340;  Enlistment,  q.,  7349 
Military  Officers,  Permanent,  m./4o87;  Uni- 
forms, 10401 
Military  Staff  Clerks,  q.,  10789 
Military  Stores,  q.,  7116 
Ordnance  Equipment,  luffiv^  3611,  3612 
Permanent  Artillery  Band,  Victoria,  suffly, 
10125 

Recruits,  Treatment  of,  q.,  11920 

Rifle  Ranges,  suffly.  3452 

Royal    Australian   Artillery;  Bombardiers, 

q.,  3348;  Commanding  Officers,  j^.,  2691; 

Interruption  of  Training  Operations, 

9686;  Increases,  q.,  11793 
Training  Grounds  for  Troops,  suffly,  3452 
Uniforms,  q.,  11056 

Victorian    Easter    Encampment,    q.,  9581, 
10609,    *0787 ;    Payment    of    Militia,  q., 
9581,  9955;  Transport  Delays,  q.,  10484, 
11097,  11182 
Dissent  from  Ruling;  Admissibility  of  Amend- 
ment (Tariff  Resolutions),  m.,  7092 
Excise  Procedure  Bill,  eom.  (interpretation), 
748S;    (employment    of    counsel],  7489; 
drawers  of  authority  to  whom  application 
referred),  7490 
Excise  Tariff '  (Agricultural    Machinery)  Act, 

q.,  6230 
Export  Entries,  q.,  10756 
Federal  Capital,  q.,  101711 

F»«*Bn^gGoveHyBS8i^j(9e'l!5gie'«'' 
Freeman  and  Wallace,  Messrs.,  suffly,  iiiM 
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Crouch,  Hon.  R.  A. — continued. 
Govemor-GcDcral,   Apporatmeat  of   Kail  of 

Dudley,  q..  9388 
Honorary    Miuistert,    Official    Expenses  of, 

suffly.  9482-3 
HODOUis,  Australian  Recommendations  for,  q.. 

Immigration,  adj..  1328;  suffiy,  r78S,  9608-g; 
q.,  roi7g 

Immigration  :  Restriction  of  Asiatics,  q., 
10483 

Imperial  Conference,  g.,  5416 

Income  Tax.  q..  1279,  6S11 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  eom., 
(qualifications),  11968,  (disqualifications), 
11970,  11971.  ii973»  (invalid  oenwons), 
11978,  (accumulated  property),  11979,  (ap- 
peal), 11980,  (forfeiture),  11981,  (instalments 
payable  to  persons  other  than  pensioners), 
11981,  (instalments  may  be  forfeited),  11981 

Japanese  Mail  Steamers,  9585 

Judiciary  Kill,  adj.,  3047;  2R.,  3793;  com.  (ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  of  Tli^h  Court),  3794, 
(causes  pending),  3795 

T..ahouT  Caucus,  f.o.y  10968-^ 

Lasc-\rs,  Commonwealth  Legislation,  1975 

Lighthouses,  suffty,  9886 

Mail  Services  : 

Reduced,   q.,  6131 

Melbourne  Hospital  Site,  q.,  8815 

Millers*  Association,  q.,  1179^ 

Netherland  Indies,  Trade  with,  q.,  2998 

New  Protection,  q.,  laSt,  5802:  1744 

Northern  Territory  Accounts,  luffly,  9970 

OSiceTs  Compensation  Bill,  m.,  750X 

O'Halloran,  Mr.,  case  of,  suffiy,  9730,  9733 

Old-age  Pensions,  m.,  9345 

Opium  Smuggling,  g.,  101,35 

Papua  ; 

Natives,  Taxation  of,  q.,  6813 

Parliament  : 
Reflections  oDi  obs.,  11109 
Sewering,  wayt  and  means,  4847 

Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill.  m. ,  1893 ; 
com.  (amount  of  allowance),  19981  2004 ; 
(commencement  of  Act),  2oro 

Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  2B.,  11672 ;  cam. 
I  DO  action  for  libel),  116741  (autliority  to 
Government  Printer  to  publish),  11675 

Penny  Postage,  q.,  88a 

Personal  Explanation,  107.12 

Plummet,  Mr.  John,  f.t>..  10880;  q.,  11050 

Postal  Sates  Bill,  883 

Postal  Department : 
Bacchus  Marsh  Post  Office,  q.,  5601 
r^hinet  Committe*-  to  inquire  into  adminis- 
tration of,  q.,  9844 
Postmistress,  Portarlington,  q. .  9470 
Roval  Commission,  supply,  10455 
Telcphon«  Bureau,  Barwon  Hc;ids,  q.,  ri626 

Preferential  Trade  (Tiirifl).  4068,  <io6j 

Premiers'  Conference,  q.,  10785 

Quarantine  Bill,  crm.  (master  to  notify  out 

break),  1624 
Referendum    as    to    Religious    Tnslnirtion  in 

State  Schools,  q.,  26S8 
Repatriated  An^trali!in<!.  ndr..  i  ijR 
Secret  Drugs,  Cures  and  Foods,  adf.,  3098 
States  Officers,  Services  by,  supply,  9730,  9733 ; 

q.,  10078 
Supply  Rill  (No.  2),  m..  1788 

'->ply  Bill  (No.  5),  8832 


Crouch,  Hon.  R.  A. — continued. 
Supply  : 

Atiomey-General  (High  Court),  9730,  9733 
Defence    (Central    Administratum),  itxS^, 


10125 
External 
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AfTairs  (Administrative), 
(Miscellaneous),  9608 
Home    AfFairs    (Govemor-Generari  Estab- 
lishment), 9885;  (Miscellaneous),  9886 
Treasury  (Audit  Office),  9970 
Trade  and  Customs  (Central   Staff),  99S3; 

(New  South  Wales),  9984 
Works  and  Buildings  (Defence),  i452t  3611, 
361a,  3739,  3744;  (Post  and  I'elegraplu), 
3554 

Supreme  Courts,  Reciprocity,  y., 

Telephoqe  Numbers,  q.,  2234 

Tariff : 
Amendment  of,  m.,  10504 
Cases,  Duty  on,  q.,  3347 
Commission's  Reports,  q.,  1749 
Goods  in  Transit,  Duties  on,  q. 
Kerosene,  Duties  on,  q.,  2563 
Labour  Conditions,  q.,  1281  ;  adj..  1744 
Petition,  p.o.,  3408;  m.,  .7409,  3414 
South  Africa,  Preferential,  q.,  11919,  11920 
Western    Au<;tralian   Parliament,  ResolutioB 

^  by-'«-  5690 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) ; 
Apparel   and   Attire,  5625 
Bags  and  Sacks,  ^641 
Blacking,  6855,  6856 
Blankets,  5721 

Blankets,  '  rubber    or  wool,    for  printteg 

machines,  7407 
Candles  {p.o..  4954),  4968,  5062 
Chemical  Comi>ounds,  eons,  req,,  iioto 
Condensed  MMk,  5<;io 
Cordage,  7378 
Cosies  and  Cushions.  ^741 
Electrical  Machines,  ejns,  req.  {f.e. 
Explottves,  T387,  7390 
Fancy  Goods,  7140 
Fish,  5266,  5*75 
Glass,  6919 
Glue,  6953,  6955 
Harness  Dressing,  6857.  6858 
Hats.  Caps,  and  Bonnets,  59^9,  5966 
Jewellery,  Imitation  Gold,  7147 
Leather  Manufacturek,  n.e.i.,  9163 
Leather,  Rubber,  and  Composition  Belting. 

7164,  7167 
Licht-pausrohpapier,  7269 
Manufactures  of  Paper,  7x90,  7221 
Motive    Power    Machinery    and  Appliances 

(except  electric),  ei>ns.  req.,  10677 
Oils.  eons,  req.,  10825,  1x109 
Paints  and  Coloura,  6885,  fi888 
Paper,  cons,  req.,  1x072,  11089 
Piece  Goods,  581:5 
Regalia  {f.o.,  5640) 
Salt,  n.e.i.,  5539 
Spectacle  Frames,  715^ 
Timber,  7086,  7092 
Tin  Plates.  61x8 
Vehicles,  7285 
Wire  Ndtinp  {f.o.,  ix. — 1 

{See  Tu-itoms  Tariff  Bill) 
T.Triff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 

Starch,  55^3,  5557 
Telephones  : 
Essendon  to  Keilor,  y.,  9054^ 

Wren,  Mr.,  Stoppage  of  Letters  to,  q.,  iiSql 
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Daakin,  Hon.  A..  BaUarat  : 

Aborigines,  Western  Australia,  g.,  71151  71x6 
Address-in-Replv,  »>.,  24 

Adjournment,  Christmas,  5519,  5520,  6729, 
6834,  7299.  7416,  7*59;  ad;.,  7536 

Adjomnment,  Special,  m.,  5497,  7491,  lo^ij 
"734 

Agricultural  Bureau,  11328 

Allegiance,  Oath  of,  g.,  9093 

All  Night  Sittings,  g.,  6024 

"All-Red  Route,"  obs.,  93 

American  Fleet,        9089,  9474;  ois.,  9474, 

9951,  10607,  i"8o;        11419,  115*5; 

1 1300 

Antarctic  Expedition,  m.,  7491;  g.,  10875 

AltomevGeneral,  10786 

Australia,  Advertising  Resources  of,  g.,  7036, 

10523,    10576,    10607,    1065a,    10753,  10754, 

10755,   10756,   10786,    10879,   10964.   *  »097. 

11156,  11261,  11388-9;  supply,  9515,  9714-24 
Australian  Historical  Records,  supply,  9490 
Australian    Industries    Preservation  BUI,  q., 

9193;  3B.,  9589 
Australian  Men  of  Letters  Fund,  q.,  4647, 

10179;  supply,  9518,  9520 
Australians,  Repatriated,   supply^  11364 
Bank  Clerks,  q.,  11155 
Beale,  Mr.,  Statement  by,  q.,  8926 
Board  of  Trade,  Correspondents,  q.,  4957 
Business,  Conduct  of,  q.,  5519;  sup^y,  5786; 

Order  of,  q.,  7169,  7170,  7416,  7^1,  10078; 

m.,  10126;  adj.,  9039 
Cable  Code,  q..  (^3 

Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  Henry,  Death  of, 

obs.,  10522 
Cattle,  Argentine,  q.,  591I1  6678 
I'hairman  of  Committees,  q.,  8oj  supply,  83 
Chinese,  Influx  of,  q.,  8816,  9845 
Chinese  Sailors,  q.,  11180 
Closure,  q.,  6593 

Coal  and  Shipping  Combine,  q.,  3971 
Coal  Mines,  Nationalization  of,  q..  5910 
Coal  Miners'  Strike,  q.,  6034,  6094 
Coastal  Surveys,  q.,  4519 
Coinage,  q.,  11434 

Collins,  Captain,  q.,  7111,  7112,  9476;  supply, 
9489 

Colonial   Office,   q.,    ^1^0,    5803,   6094,  6406, 

11736;  Dominions  Department,  q.,  9389 
Combines  and  Trusts,  q.,  3971 
Commonwealth  newspaper,  q.,  10703 
Commonwealth  Statutes,  11183 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Court,  q.,  5046 
Contract  Labour,  q.,  5046 
Count  Out,  «!.,  7251 

Crimean  and  Indian  Mutiny  Veterans,  q., 
6593.  909* 

Customs  Tariff   Bill,   nr.,    11434,    11435  (*^" 

Tariff  Resolutions,  Customs) 
Defence  : 

Defence  Bill,  q.,  9193,  9389,  11420 

Easter  Encampment,  leave  to  telegraphists, 
q.,  10079 

Government  Policy,  06s.,  7509 

Naval  Agreement,  q.,  4309,  5237,  7461,  8815, 
103 10,  10523 

Naval  Construction,  q.,  4308,  4309 

Naval  Dep6t,  q..  8815 

Naval  Proposals,  q.,  9686,  9767;  supply, 

11408,  11410,  11417 
Taxation  for,  q..  11430,  11638 
Tenders,  q.,  10608 


Deakin,  Hon.  A. — continued. 
Department  of  External  Affairs,  Expenditure 

by,  supply,  9406,  9482 
Disputed  Elections  and  Qualificationa  Bill,  q., 

6095 

Dry  Farming,  q.,  9765 
Empire  Free-trade,  g.,  6129 
Empire,  Cohesion  of,  q.,  11154-5 
Excise  Tariff  Acts,  g.,  6096,  6097,  6098 
Excise  Tariff    (Agricultural   Machinery)  Act, 
49*7.  5801,  5908,  5909,  6130,  6131,  6229, 
,,6230,  7394,  7395,  7296;  adj.,  6359 
bxcise  Exemptions,  q.,  4200 
.  Excise  Procedure  Bill,  6812 
Fanning  Island,  q.,  6835 
Federal  Capital,  q..  5337,  5238,  7111,  7460, 

8814,  8927.  9091,  9475,  9766,  0843,  10073-4. 

1013J,  10135,  10179,  10401      {See  Seat  of 

Government  Bill) 
Federal  Servants  .ind  Income  Tax,  q.,  11327 
Financial    Relations   of   Commonwealth  and 

States,  q.,  9582,  9390,  9846,   10534,  10875, 

11328,  11420 
Foods,  Impnze,  q.,  9765 

Foreign  Governments,  Communication  with, 
q..  loiSt 

Franco-Biitish  Exhibition,  q,,  9009,  9842,  10751 
Freeman    and   Wallace,    Messrs.,  q.,  10079, 

10132-4;  adj.,  10129;  supply,  11338 
German  Islands,  Pacific,  q..  6814,  7350 
Governor-General,   Appointment   of   Earl  of 

Dudley,  ebs.,  0387;  q.,  9388 
Government,    Position    of,    m.,    10451 ;  adj., 

10462;  supfilv.  10464.  10478;  expJ.,  10481 
Harvesters,  Price  of,  q.,  9583-4 
High  Commissioner,  q.,  ^416,  Q091 ;  supply, 

9489 

Honorary  Minister,  ebs.,  8818 

Honorary    Ministers,    Official    Expenses  of, 

fffpiy.  9485 

House,  Riehts  of,  m.,  ii4ad,  1143s 
Immigration,     g.,    4518,    8q38,    9091 ,  0765, 

10170,  loi/O-So,  10401;  adj.,  0420;  supply. 

0608.    0714-34;    q.,    10877-8,    10005,  11006, 

1 1386-0 ;    League    of    Australasia,  supply, 

0725;  g.,  10401,  11330,  11708 
Immigration  :   America  to  Great  Britain,  q., 

6727.  6738 

Immigration  Restriction  Act ;  Pearl  Fisheries, 
q.,  9583;  Asiatics,  q.,  10483;  Russian  }ews, 

q.,  10756 

Immigrants,  Spanish,  q.,  4647,  7114 
Imperial  Conference,  g.,  5416;  supply,  11361 
Imperial  Institute,  supply,  9404 
Inspector-General  of  Customs,  q.,  8817 
IntematioDftl  Agricultural    Institute,  supply, 

9627 
Iron  Industry  : 

Japan,  q.,  6593 

Lithgow,  q.,  7027,  7417,  11420,  11790 
Kalgoorlie   lo   Port  Augusta   Railwny  Survey 
Act,  g.,  4086,  4058,  ^328,  7112,  7113.  ~A(^i, 
8c)2- 

Kanakas.  Repatriation  of,  q.,  9684;  supply, 
9688-90 

Kingston,  Right  Hon.  C.  C,  Leave  of 
Absence  to,  m.,  5803,  10652;  Death  of,  m.. 
11046,  11049 

Labour  Party,  Resignation  of  Leader,  ebs., 
5326 

Land  for  Settlement,  q.,  9765,  ioi3o„  10170-80, 

10877-8  )OqIc 

Land  Tax,  q.,  0390,  10S78,  11410O1103S 
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Deakin,  Hoo.  A. — ceuiiiuted. 
Leave  of  Absence,  m.,  1065a 
Linlithgow,  Death  of  MarquU  of,  8818, 
8819 

Logue,  Cardiaal,  11154-5 

LoodoQ  Docks,  q.,  6726,  9685 

London  Offices  of  Com moa wealth,  j.,  5208, 
5209,  6676,  7299,  9952,  1 1097 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  q.,  4309,  4519,  46*3, 
4957.  5^37.  54i6.  5497.  SS^O,  5690,  5801, 
5908,  6024,  6096,  6132,  6229,  6354,  6738, 
10785;  m.,  6118,  6128,  6401;  adj.,  6439 

Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  q.,  79,  80,  5908, 
6098 

Mails  : 

North-We»t  Coast  Service,  q.,  10784 
^  Manufactures  Encouragement   Bill,   q.,  6594, 

7027,  11430,  1174a,  H790 
Manures  Combine,  q.,  7417 
Marine  Surveys,  q,,  7249,  8929-30 
Medical  Degrees,  Registration  of,  q.,  10574 
Melbourne  Cup  Day,  q.,  541b 
Melbourne  Hospital  Site,  q.,  8815 
Messengers,   Late   Hours,  j.,  6812 
Ministerial  Relations,  q,,  11706 
Mint,  q.,  10179 

Monopolies  and  Trusts,  7414 

Municipal  Rates :    Commoowealth  Payments, 

^  »<795 

Navigation  Bill,  q.,  9089,  9192 

Navy,  Rabbits  for,  q.,  10875 

New  Hebrides,  q.,  6418,  8818,  10700,  10788, 

10877,  11326 
New  Protection,  q.,  5208,   5388,  6095,  6aii, 

7300,    7415,    7463,    9583-4,    10112,  10063, 

11420-1 

New  Zealand  Dominion,  m,,  ^852 ;  Freights 

on  State  Importations,  q.,  5802 
Norfolk  Island  Bill,  q.,  9957;  int.,  11795 
Northern  Territory,  q.,  4519,  6728,  7112,  0480, 

10524,  10786 
Old-age  Pensions,  m.,  9306,  9350;  q.,  9300; 

ad ;. ,  1(2482 ;  exfl. ,  toq66 
Olympian  Games,  q..  9388 
Opposition  Leader,  Thanks  to,  adj.,  11863 
Orion,  s.s.,  loading  of,  q.,  11260 
Pacific  Cable,  q.,  40S6 
Pacific  Islands  : 

Mail  Service,  tufflv.  9512 

Preferential  Trade,  f.,  8920 
Papua : 

Aboriginal  Natives,  Removal  of,  4309, 

43>o,  6735;  Taxation  of,  q.,  6813 
Administration  of,  q.,  9091,  9476,   11334 ; 

suffly,  9394,  9413,  9491,  9496 
Administrator,  A[)potntment  of,  91^76, 

9763;  «»^;  *9795i  10077,10178,11324.5, 

ii5"-3 
Appointments,  j^.,  4959 
Boundary  of,  q.,  10965,  11324,  11385 
Drummond,  Mr.,  q.,  10S78,  11524,  11742 
Indented  Labour,  q,,  11744 
Land  Regulations,  q.,  88t6,   11523,  11524; 

m.,«)298 

Land  Scandals,  q.,  9957,  10077,  'o'S^i  i0575i 
,  ."5M-4.  1174a 

Land  Settlement,   q.,  4646,    10606,  10607, 
10652 

Mail  Service,  y..  99^3;  sufply,  11360-1 
McGregor,  Sir  William,  q.,  10077 
Native  Mortality,  q.,  0766 
^•'*ives.    Massacre   of,    q.,     10606,     li i j;8, 
Si 
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Papua — continued. 

Ordinances,  obs.,  9582;  iliSa 
Smith,  Mr.  S.,  q.,  11422,  iiS2J-4 
Suspension  of  Surveyor-General,  f.,  9763 
Treasurer,  Appointment  of,  10178 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  y.,  11327 

Parliament : 

Alleged  Corruption  of,  q.,  8928;  adj..  934; 

9844,  10075-6,  10401;  obs.^  iiioi 
Criticism  of,  11523 
Sweating,  q.,  6813 

Ventilation  and  Sewering  of,  suffiy,  8^ 
Patent  and  Proprietary  Medicines,  y.,  6355 
Pearling  Fleets:  Western  Australia,  81 
E*btlippines,  The  :  Importation  of  Batter,  f., 

5210,  6727 

Pianos,  Exhibit  in  Parliament  Honse,  f.,  7114 

Piano  Industry,  11261 

Port  Davy  Light,  q.,  4955 

Post  Offices  : 
Northam,  q.,  9581,  9765 

Postal  Department : 

Administration,  Royal  Commission  :>s  to, 
q.,  9477 ;  m,,  10401,  10406,  10451  [f.f., 
10403),  10464,  10478;  exfi.,  10481;  i-, 
11385,  11532;  Ministerial  Statement,  11637 
Cabinet  Committee  to  inquire  into  Admiais- 
tration,  q.,  9477,  0843,  9S44,  10078;  Plac- 
ing of,  in  commission,  11534 

Postal.  Telegraphic  and  Telephonic  SysleB*, 
q.,  7458,  7459 

Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4993 

Preferential  Trade,  ,4956 

Premiers'  Cooference,        107851  11787,  11788 

Prime  Minister,  Congratulations,  eb$.,  3733 

Printing,  q.,  4310 

Printing  Committee's  Report,  9298 
Printing  Office,  Temporary  Employ^  aij- 
7540 

Private  Members'  Business,  q.,  8926 
Privilege  :  Select  Committee  00  Piocedore,  f-, 

9844;  9953.    10137,     <0I29,     11701;  t; 

10075-7,  »<MOl 
Public  Service  : 

Examinations,  q.,  7549 

Increments,  g.,  7026,  7171,  9581 

Regrading  of,  a.,  10653 

Transferred  Officers  :  Penti<»u,  a.,  9481 
Public  Service  Act,  Amendment  01,  10310 
Quebec  Celebrations,  obs.f  9474 
Questions  without  Notice,  q.,  tooSo,  11707. 

1 1744,  1 1 793 
Rabbit  Destruction,  Dr.  Danysz's  Experiinenti, 

obs.,  6530  ^ 
Rabbit  Pest,  q.,  4519 
Roosevelt,  President,  q.,  10757 
School  Children,  Medical  Inspection,  q.,  397' 
Scottish  Fishermen,  q.,  10965 
Seat  of  Government   Bill,  q.,   9953,  11096. 

11703;  an.,  10311  [See  Federal  Capital) 
Secret   Drugs,   Cures  and   Foods,   m..  7508 ; 

supfly  [f.o..   9969),   9979;   q.,   9092,  9580. 

9845,  9956,  10309-10,  11159,  11261,  11531 
Session,  Business    of,   obs.,  8930;  adj..  9630, 

10177;  Close  of,  g.,  10180,  11261,  11525-6, 

11703-4;  tfrf/.,  I1784;  I1790 
Shipping  and  Coal  Combine,  q..  3971 
Shipping  Ring,  British,  10785-6 
Siltings  of  House,  m..  28,  6131,  6506,  8S63; 

6416,  6417,  6676,  6729    ^  I 
South  Seas,  GetBltgiiz^fey^Jtpp^lgS 
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Staodiag  Orders,  g.,  6421,  6S34 
State  Borders,  Hospitals  near,  9194 
States  Debts,  g.,  9764,  107CX),  10964 
Stock  Quarantine,  3732 
Suez  Canal  Dues,  g.,  toiSt 
SuDihine  Harvester  Works,  g.,  7463 
Sunshine  Railway  Collision,  ebt.,  1048a 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  m..  5786 
Supply  : 
Parliament,  S964,  11300 

External  Affairs  (Administration),  9IO4, 
9404,  9406,  9413*  948a;  (Kxecutive),  9485; 
(London  Offices),  9489 ;  (Historical 
Records),  9490;  (Papua),  949i>  9496, 
9513;  (Miscellaneous),  95151  9518,  9530. 
9627,  96S8,  9714,  9735;  (Mail  Service, 
Pacific  Islands),  11300,  11361;  (Repa- 
triated Australians),  11364  - 

Treasury   {p.o.,  9963),  9979 

Works    and    Buildings    (Defence),  11408, 
11410,  11417 
Supreme  Courts:  Reciprocity,  g.,  10075 
Surplus   Revenue,    Monthly    Balances,  adj., 

11736;  ?■>  '^74' 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  g.,  11788,  11789;  ««. 

(coramencement),  tiS&a;  edt.,  11S63 
Tahiti,  g..  37J4 
Tariff  : 

Alteration  of  Duties,  Transmission  of  News 

to  Enpland,  g.,  ^76-7 
Confectumery  Duties,  g.,  5339 
Consideration  by  Senate,  g.,  5131,  6033 
Fodder  Duties,  g.t  5*39.  6355 
Hat  Mill  Machinery,  g„  6676 
Kerosene  Duty,  g.,  7298.  7299,  7414.  7^58 
New  Protection,  g.,  8816 
New  South   Wales,    Industrial  Prosperity, 

g.,  6677 
Preference,  g.,  11703 
Keferendiun,  g.,  11326 
Reopening  of,  g.,  11789 

Western    Australian    l'arli:iment,  Resolution 
by,  5690 

Wheat,  Re-importation  of,  g.,  6099 

Wire-netting,   Seizure  of,   g.,  4309 
Tariff  Resolutions  {Customs} ; 

Candles,  ^3 

Coffee,  5361 

Oils,  tout,  reg.t  iiioa 

Governors*  Stores,  7410 

Stripper  Harvesters,  (Sjya 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Tenders,  British  Preference,  g.,  1060S,  11535, 

11637 

Tobacco    Industry,    Nationalization    of,  g., 
10753 

Trade  Union  Legislation,  g.,  11704 
Tranwontinental     Railway  :     Brennnn  Mono 

Rail,  g.,  8927 
Transferred  Properties,  j.,  11703 
Trawler,  g..  5238 
Treasurer,  Pressure  on,  g.,  11707 
Victorian  Coal  Mines,  7oa8 
Victoria,  Population  and   Representation  of, 

g..  10484 

Victorian    Railways,    Electrification  of, 

6727 

Western  Australia  : 

Proposed  New  Statf,  q.,  11741 

Settlers  in,  q.,  0766 
Wireless  TelcRraphv,  g.,  11320 
Women's  Work   Tvli-'Mtion,    q.,    ^^^(>\  ad}., 

4953 


da  Lar^ia,  Suiator  Hon.  H.,  Western  Aus- 
tralia : 

Address-in-Reply,  m..  250 
Appropriation  Rill,  com.  (Parliament),  10286, 
10387  >  (External  Affairs),  10291,  10295 » 
(Attorney -General),  10303 ;  (Home  Affairs), 
10304,  10307,  10309;  (Postmaster-General), 
10390,  3R.,  10396 
Australia,  Map  of,  suffly,  10307;  Advertising, 

g:  11302 

Australian   Industries   Preservation   Bill,  aR., 
4604 ;  com.  (persons  to  answer  questions  and 
produce  documents),  5028;  ad.  ref.,  5190 
Bookkeeping  Period,  suffly,  6306 
Bounties,  address,  252 

Bounties  Bill,  aK.,  2:^29;  com.  (tobacco  leaf), 

4256;  (fish,  preserved),  4265 
British  Goods,  Certificates  of  Value,  m.,  1963 
Business  : 

Conduct  of,  adj.,  ^86 
Cables,  suffly,  1952 

Coastal  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  3K.,  13111 
.  Collins,  Captain,  suffly,  10295 
Commonwealth    Mail    Steamers,    m.,    3311 ; 
exfl.,  2941 

Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  com.  (taxation  by 

States  of  Commonwealth  salaries),  1050 
Conciliation    and    Arbitration    Court,  suffly, 
10303 

Customs  Tariff   Bill,   iK.,    7549;    <".,  11683. 
Schedule  : 

Artificial  Plants,  Fruits  and  Flowers,  8351 
Bananas,  7840,  7868 
Candles,  7710 
Carbide  of  Calcium,  9269 
Casks,  Barrels,  &c.,  0644 
Coffee  and  Chicory,  7773 
Corks,  9926 

Earth   and   Rock   Cutting   Machinery,  &c., 

8787,8791.8797  ^    „  ^  , 

Electrical    Machinery    and    Parts  thereof, 

SSor,  8804,  8873,  8874,  8876 
Engines,  n.c.i.,  8666,  8668,  8671,  8673,  8680, 

^1,  8695 
Fish,  7805 

Fruits  and  Vegetables,  7809 
Furniture,  n.e.i.,  9364 
Glass,  bent,  bevelled,  &c.,  8485,  8488 
Gloves,  8293 ;  cons,  req.,  10927 
Graphite  or  Plumbago,  8372 
Hops,  7948 
Iron  Pipes,  &c.,  9083 
Iron,  Plate  and  Sheet,  8563 
Locomotives,  Traction  and  Portable,  8663 
Machinerv.    Machines   and   Machine  Tools, 

n.e.i.,  8703 
Manufactures  of   Metal,  n.e.i.,  8735 

8749) 

Matches  and  Vestas,  8004 
Motive  Power   Machinery   and  Appliances 

(except  electric),  8626,  863S  if.o.,  8645) 
Hals,  Caps,  and  Bonnets,  S324 
Oils,  8409,  8413,  8438,  8446,  8448;  eons. 

req.,  11227,  11231,  11232 
Paints  and  Colours  (f.o.,  8458),  8460 
Piece  Goods,  cons,  req.,  11595 
Rails,  Ac  Qo6q 
Socks  and  Stockings,  8335 
Stained  Glass  Windows,  9936;  cons,  reg., 

ti3>8 

Stone  and  Marble,  8<;4fi^54J^^I^ 
T.inks,  8615  Digitizedby^^OUyiC 
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de  Lugie,  Senator  Hon.  H. — tontinued. 
Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule) — £ontinued. 
Tea.  8111 

Timber,  9439,  9471,  9541,  9546  {f.o.,  9549, 
9552);  eons,  reg.,  11256 

Vegetables,  dried,  7879 

Vehicles,  ^25,  9828,  9839 

Works  of  Art,  9936 
Defence  Bill,  3R.,  5673 
Defence  : 

Cadet  System,  m.,  5981 

Coastal  Defence  Vessels,  2179 

Naval  Experts,  Report  of,  5460 

Uniforms,        5859,  6295 
Disputed   Elections   and   Qualifications  Bill, 

gk.,  559a ;  earn,  (qualifications  and  vaean- 

cies),    5663;    reeom.    (petitions  pending),' 

5770.  5779 
Electoral  Office,  suffly,  10304 

Excise   Tariff    {Agricultural    Machinery)  Act, 

adj.^  5763 

Excise  Tariff  Procedure  Bill,  recom.,  5383 
Immigration^  address,  356 
Immigration  Leagues,  q.,  8230-1 
Immigrattoo  Restriction  Act,  supply,  10291 ; 
laioi 

Imperial  Conference,  address,  359 
Industrial  Awards,       8103,  8154 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  3K-,  13016 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  address.  251 ;  y.,  932 ;  com.  (power  to 

survey  route),   14S®;  3R.,  1698 
Kanakas,  Repatriation  of,  suffly,  12144 

Land  Tax,  address,  254 
Lighthouses,  suffly,  10309,  12145 
London   Offices  of   Commonwealth,  suffly, 
10295 

Mailland  Coal  Miners,  ad;.,  8357 
Mails  : 

European  Service,  m.,  6304 
Western  Australia,  North-west  Coast,  suffly, 
10396 

Marine  Surveys,. 650;  suffly,  5880,  5884; 

f..  7703,  8868,  1 1864,  1 1985 
Neild,  Senator  Colonel,  Personal  Explanation 

by,  f.e>.,  8037 
North-West  Coast,  Survey  of,  g.,  7702,  11864 
Officers'  Compensation  Bill,  2tt.,  10057 
Old-age  Pensions,  addresi,  251 
Parliament       House  :       Entertjinment  of 

Strangers,  q.,  6059 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  3R.,  2193 
Patents  Act,  q..  9130 
Personal  explanation,  7843 
Postal  Department : 

Administration,  suffly.  7540 

Cabinet  Committee  of  Inquiry,  adj.,  9^29 
Portugal,  Assassination  of   King  and  Crown 

Prince,  q..  7794,  7795;  7S43 
Printing  Committee,  ad  ref.,  8226 
Privilege  : 

Select  Committee  on  Procedure,  I'l.,  tooio, 
10259 

Preferential  Freight  Charges,  g.,  650 
Preferential  Trade,  address,  260 
Public  Service  : 

Leave  of  Absence,  suffly,  10390 
Quarantine  Uil),  all.,  4409;  tcm.  (provisions), 

6078,  6085 
Questions,  f.o.,  8154 

Revenue  Losses,  Tasmania  and  Western  Am- 
trnlia,  q.,  8365 


de  Largie,  Senator  Hon.  H. — tontinuei. 

Senate  : 

Adjournment  of,  tn.,  6399,  7788 

Leave  of  Absence,  m.,  6299 

Rights  of,  ohs.,  1 1683 

Standing  Orders  Committee,  m.,  35,  38 
Socialism,  address,  353,  355 
Sugar  Industry  : 

Cane  Fields,  Labour  in,   q.,   5367,  5368, 
5370.  5560;  obs.,  5369 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i)  1908-9,  (schedule)  12144. 

12145 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  com.  (issue  and  applica- 
tion), 1944;  ad.  ref.f  iq53 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  2R,  ';879;  com.,  Schedule, 

5^4.  5885 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4)  iR.,  6306 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  aR.,  11886 

Sweating  in  Queensland  and  Tasmanian  In- 
dustries, address,  258 

Tasmania,  Survey  of  Coast,  tuf^y,  ^885; 
i-  "985 

Tobacco  Industry  Combine,  Action  of,  adj., 
2040 

Transcontinental  Railway,  q..  7541,  7937,  8505 
Usher  of  Black  Rod,  suffly,  10386,  1028- 

Dobson,  Senator  Hon.  H.,  Tannawia  . 

Agriculture,  Department  of,  8482 

Apprupnatiun  (Works  and  Uuildiags)  Bill. 
2R.,  3910;  com.,  schedule  (Defence),  ynn; 
(External  Affairs),  4071 

Australian  Industrie^  i'reservation  Bill,  2I., 
4504;  com.  (persons  to  answer  questions  and 
produce  documents),  5021,  5090;  (piodactioB 
of  documents),  5111 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  torn,  (application  of 
State  laws),  670,  67a,  1585,  1965 ;  (protection 
of  banker  paying  fraudulently  altered 
cheque),  2198,  2205,  3206,  22o8>  3209; 
reeoHS.  (State  Stamp  Duty),  3391 

Bounties  Act,  q.,  9138 

Bounties  Bill;  3R.,  2434:  eem.  [aporopriaiion), 
3766,  3767,  3768;  (bounties),  3769;  (oflencei 
against  Act),  2774;  (notice),  2777,  3786; 
(schedule)  (cotton).  2864,  2867,  3872.  3o6q: 
iNew  Zealand  flax).  307?,  3157;  (jute),  316^; 
(sisal  hemp),  3267 ;  (copra),  33q7 ;  (rice, 
uncleaned),  3471,  1-174,  3487 ;  (rubber  .. 
3562;  (fish,  preserved),  4275;  (dalesl.  43S3 

Business,  Order  of,  m.,  5305;  Conduct  of, 
ad}.,  7563 

Commonwealth    Salaries   Bill,  com,  (taxation 

by  Stales  of  Commonwealtb  Salnriesl,  0^. 

«579  J  3"-.  1827 
Compulsory  Voting,  q.^  650 
Cotton  Production,  650 
Criminal  Appeals  Bill,  as.,  2553 
CustomsTariff  Bill,  2R.,  7613;  ftfM.,  Schraule  : 

Bananas,  7853 

Blankets,  8233,  8234 

Bottles,  n.c.i.,  8500 

Carbide  of  Calcium,  9367 

Carpets,  8273 

Chums,  &c.,  8581 

Confectionery,  7727,  7740,  7741,  7744 
Cosies  and  Cushions,  8281 

Earth   and   Rock   Cutting   Machinery.  Ac, 

8796 

Fish,  7783  {^r^r^f^\r> 
Furniture,  n.e.iliaitt^i(l3y  VjUOv 


July  S,  1907,  to  June  o,  1908. 


Dobson,  Senatoi  Hon.  H. — continued. 

Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule) — cantinued. 
Grain  and  Pulse,  prepared  or  manufactured, 

iP.o-'  7904).  7908.  70'4 
Hats,  Caps,  and  Bonnets,  8320,  8323  > 
Machinery,  Machines,  and  Machine  Tools, 

n.e.i.,  S707,  8720-1 
Manufactures  of  Metal,  n.e.i.,  8734,  8739; 

{p.c.  8749).  8751,  8758 
Matches  and  Vestas,  797i>  7C)q3 
Motive    Power    Machinery    and  Appliances 

(except  Electric),  8627,  8653 
Oilmen  s  Stores,  n.e.i.,  8060 
Oils  {f.o..  8395),  S397,  8447.  8449 
Onions,  7887 
Paints  and  Colours,  8457 
Parasols,  Sunshades,  and  Umbrellas,  8336 
Printing  Roller  C£>inposition,  8331 
Spices,  8099 

Stearine,  Paraffine  Wax,  &c.,  7718 
Stone  and  Marble,  8545 
Timber,  9426,  941:4 
Type,  Printers',  8764,  8769,  8772 
Weighing  Machines,  n.e.i.,  8624 
Wire  Netting,  9r67 
Wood,  articles  made  of,  n.e.i.,  9570 
Defence  : 

Barracks  and  Kitle  Ranges,  suffly.  (933 
Expenditure,  supply,  3yjj 
Government     J'olicy,     q.,     5560 ;  sufply, 
8997-8 

Torpedo  Boats,  Tenders  for,  q.,  1928,  2179 

Defence  Act  Amendment  Dill,  m.,  1330;  int 
and  m.,  1814,  2R.,  3873 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Relevancy  of  Amend- 
ment (Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway 
Survey  Bill),  1514 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill 
'xfL,  3796;  adj.,  5781 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  com.  (assessors),  5119; 
(employmeot  of  cotuscl),  5122;  ream.,  5386 

Federal  Capital,  lufply,  1835,  6331 

Federal  Expenditure,  suffly,  1833 

Finance,  State  and  Federal,  746 

Fisheries  Conference,  2844 

Hardie,  Mr.  Keir,  q.,  4245 

High  Commissioner,  suffly,  1834 

High  Court  : 
Appeals  to,  q.,  829 

Judiciary  Bill,  2B,,  853;  com.  (appellate  juris- 
diction), 943.  949 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey, 

8321 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Hill,  q.,  933;  f.o.,  1023;  2R.,  IT48;  com., 
(power  to  survey  route),  1471,  1490,  1505, 
1507;  (construction  of  railway),  1513 

Life  Assurance  .ind  Old-age  Pensions,  Com- 
pulsory, m.,  4174 

London  Offices  of  Commonwealth,  suffly, 
4071 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  q.,  5746;  m.,  6203 
Navigation  Bill,       8r54,  8385,  8864 
New  Protection,  suffly,  6328,  7706 
Northern  Territorj',  suffly,   1835 ;  q.,  8554, 
8616 

Old-age  Pensions,  suffly,  1835 
Opposition,  The,  suffly,  6328 
Pair  Book,  Entries  in,  m.,  3506 
Parliamentary    Allowances    Bill,    2R.,  2097, 
2099;  3R.,  2i8o 


Dobson,  Senator  Hon.  H. — continued. 
Postal   Department  : 
Cabinet  Committee  of    Inquiry    into  Ad- 
ministration, adj.,  9534 
Public  Service  : 
Classification  and  Promotion,  q.^  8365.  8698, 

Public  Service  Commissioner,  q.,  3365 
Quarantine,  q.,  ^367 

Quarantine  Bill,  3R.,  4403 ;  com.  (parts), 
5304;  (State  aid  in  carrying  out  Act),  5306; 
(vessels  to  carry  disinfecting  apparatus), 
5994  >  (provisions),  6069,  6077,  6078,  6086 

Questions,  f.o.,  S156,  8231 

Senate  : 

Members'      Papers,     Accommodation  for, 

suffly,  8983 
President  of.  First,,  m.,  3368 
Vacancy   in   South   Australia,   exfl.,   3/96 ; 
Committee's  Report,  m.,  4808 

Session,  Business  of,  q.  7796 

Stripper  Harvesters,  q.,  2055 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.,  1833;  schedule  (Post 
and  Telegraph  Department),  ig^i 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  IR.,  6328 

Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  com.,  schedule  (The  Par- 
liament), 89S1,  (Defence),  8997 

Tariff : 

Duties,  Refunds  of,  q.,  5980 

Passing  of,  q.,  3364,  4035,  4580 

Statistics,  q.,  7570 
Tasmania,  Cable  Communication  with,  suffly, 

1951;  q.,  2179,  2406,  4470,  SS59,  7633 
Telegrams,  Delivery  of,  f.,  7623,  7703 
Tobacco  Industry  : 

Combine,  Action  of,  adj.,  Z041 
Trawler,  q.,  8230 

Weather  Forecasts :  Tasmania,  q.,  7568 

Bdwarda,  Hon.  R.,  Oxteff  : 

Arrowroot  and  CornSour,  increased  duty,  feti- 
lion,  1180 

Bounties  Bill,  com.  (schedule)  (cotton),  1073, 
(rice),  1195 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bfll,  2t.,  723 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  fetition,   1086;  q., 

5416,  5520,  5690;  m.  6502 
Mail  Contract  Cancelled,  q.,  193 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  ccm.  (amount 

of  allowance),  300S 
Post  Office,  Northam,  suffly,  3538 
State  referendum  at  Federal  elections,  Bible 

reading  in  State  schools,  adj.,  3970 
Sugar  Bounty,  q.,  3299 
Supply  : 

Works  and  Buildings  (Post  and  Telegraphs), 

.1538 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Apparel  and  Attire,  articles  n.e.i.,  563a 

Bananas,  5340 

Carbide  of  Calcium,  6971 

Corn  Flour,  5351 

Fancy  Goods,  7i4t,  7142 

Feathers  (undressed),  5638 

Fish,  5272 

Glass,  6912,  6927,  6933 

Jewellery,  Imitation  Gold,  &c.,  7147 

Leather,  Rubber,  and  Composition  Belting, 

Manufactures  (rfgil^^^C^^O^lC 
Oils,  6872  O 
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Edwards,  Hon.  R. — continued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 

Paints  and  Colours,  6887 

Piece  Goods,  5813,  cqao 

Sheepwashes,  6981 

Socu  and  Stockings,  5931 

Timber,  undressed,  7051 

Tool  Handles,  7122,  7123 

Tiimmings  and  Oroaroents,  5938 
Telegraphic  Delays,  Inter-Stale,  q,,  4647 

Swing,  Hon.  T.  T.,  Hiehmowi  : 

Bouchard,    Commodore,    Reception    of,  g.^ 
9099,  9299 

Coal    Lumpers'    Strike,    New    South    Wales ! 

Speech  of  Miuister  at  Lithgow,  q.,  772 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  m.,  13076* 

12083;  com.  (appropriation),  12094 
Defence  : 

Adamstown  Militia,  Dismissal  of,  g.,  9581 ; 

Rifle  Ranjge,  g.,  10077 
Administration,  sitpply,  10099;  "793 
Adult  Military  Training,  m.,  22361  tuff  if, 

3610 

Albany  Forts,  j.,  9845 

Ammunition,  Defective,  g.,  2235,  3422,  3621, 

'3733.  7"7 
Appointments :  Advice  of  Experts,  tuffiy, 
10087 

Armament  Artificers,  g.,  3450 
Arsenal  :   New  Garden  City,  g.,  9767 
Artillery  Practice  at  Naime,  10701 
Artillery  Ranges,,  suffly,  3453 ;  j.,  6024 
Bayonets,  g.,  4842 

Bendigo  Infantry  Battalion,  g.,  1867 

Buley,  F.  W.,  suffty,  11390 

Cadet  Bands,  g.,  5219 

"Cadet  Corps,   g.,  'in8i 

Cadets  Instructional  Corps,  g.,  988 

Cndct  Uniforms,  g.,  23,  11793;  "^/-i  ^9^ 

Cadets,   g..   3586,   3936,   5329,   6228,  6674, 

9090,  10131,  11792;  Bendigo,  g.,  11097 
Cadets,  Physical  Examination,  g.,  7248;  suf- 

fly.  10083 

(.  ommauder  Colquhoun  and  Engineer  Clark- 

son.  g..    1749,  i7<io 
Cordile  Factory,  suffly.  3737.  3738,  11417; 

g.,  8818,  9389,  11329 
Corowa  Cadet  Corps,  g.,  532S 
Cox,  Colonel,  Case  of,  tuffly,  10100-2;  g., 

11386 

Crimean  and  Indian  Mutiny  Veterans, 

it792>3,  11930,  12040 
Crouch,  Captain,  Case  of,  g.,  11703 
Derwent  Infantry  Kcciment,  g.,  2122 
Discharge  Fees,        9685,  11097 
Empire  Rifle  Matches,  g.,  11019 
European  Military  Systems,  g..  234; 
Field  Artillery  Force,  g.,  11261 
Field    Artillery    GuDS,    g.,    9479,  10077; 

supply,  10082 
Field  Artillery  Ranges,  p-,  1595.  1506 
Government  Policy,  supply,  3606,   10001-3 ; 

a.,   1087,  S812,  8813,  ti926,  8927,  9009; 

Criticism  of,  g.,  11702-3,   117431  12040, 

13041 

Guns,   Lights   and  Emplacements,  suffly, 

3447.  374".  3748 
Hanks,  Lance-Scrgeant,  g.,  1976 
Harbor  Defence,  g.,  9479 
Heidelberg  Camp,  g.,  7248,  7297 
Imperial  Defence  Committee's  Report,  g.. 


;wing,  Hon.  T.  T. — continued. 

Defence — continued. 

Instructional  Staff  Commissions,  g.,  11793 

King's  Regulations,  g.,  S83 

Lang,   Bombardier,  g.,   2314;   adj.,  3344; 

g,,  2348 
Lc  Mesurier,  Col.,  g.,  11793 
Light  Horse  Brignde  Camp,  g.^  6595 
Light  Horse,  New  "Service"  Bridle,  g., 
385* 

Majors'  Examination,  g.,  6232 

Marriage  Regulations,  g.,  4311 

Married  Establishment,  989 

Medical  Examination,  g-.,  4310,  4748 

Medical  Reserve  Corps,  g.,  6968,  lo6og 

Military  Appointments,  g.,  4200 

Military  Board,  g.,  1977.  35189.  3972,  7458; 

suffly,  3606 
Military  Boots,  g.,  9478 
Military  Bridles,  g.,  9389 
Military  Staff  Clerks,  g.,  10789 
Military  Correspondence,  g.,  io8q 
Military  Engineer,  g.,  2997 
Military   Forces,   Daily   Rations,  g.t  4927, 

5240;  Training  of,  g.,  6025;  Enlistment, 
7249;  Oath  of  Fidelity,  g.,  9299 
Military  Instructors,  Sydney,  g.,  3123 
Military    Officers,    Uniforms,  10401; 

Statements'  in  Parliament,  g.,  12043 

Military   Promotions,  975,   5600,  6^94 ; 

i«ffly.  5795 
Military  Regulations,  g.,  9192 

Military  Stores,  g.,  7116 

Military  GaTriion  Artiller;,  Western  Dis- 
trict, g.,  10464 

Militia  Officers.  Active  Service  by.  iiai. 
2234,  2996 

Morris'  Tutes,  g.,  9478 

Musketry  Returns,  g.,  3735.  3972 

Navy,  g.,  4411 

Naval  Agreement,  g.,  12040,  12041 
Naval  Depdt,  g.,  1)938  j  «rf/.,  9040 
Naval  Forces,  Medals  for,  g.,  9953;  Retir- 
ing Age,  g-,  7116,  10462 
Naval  Shipbuilding  Yard,  g.,  10484 
New    Soutn    Wales    Easter    Encampment : 
Transport  delays,  g.,  10484 

Ninth  Australian   Light   Horse,   g.,  9194, 

11385,  12156 
Non-Commissioned  Officers,  g.,  it92o-i 
Northern  Riffe  Association,  g.,  10080 
Officers'  Alien  Servants,    g..    10750,  11627, 

1 2 156-7 

Officers'  Allowance  for  Quarters,  g.,  tfxnjy 
Ordnance  Equipment,  suffly,  ^12 
Pensions,  g.,  11386 
Recruits,  Treatment  of,  g.,  11920-1 

Reserve  Officers,  g.^  4519 
Rifle    Association    Competitions,  g.,  2995, 
3621 

Rifle  Clubs,  Accommodation  for,  9585 ; 
Country,  g.,  11158;  West  Shelbourne,  8926 

Rifla  Ranges,  supply,  3451;  g.,  5329,  6228; 
Buffalo  Hill,  g.,  9009,  10701;  Farramatta, 
supply,  lotoa  ;  Ryde,  supply,  10102  :  Flem- 
ington,  g,,  10609,  "^53  >  Singleton,  f., 
10701 

Rifles  and  Ball  Cartridges,  g.,  947S 
Rifles,   Supply   of,   g.,  lytij,   iMg,  523;, 
119J0;  Re-boring  of,  g.,  9479--^ 


JiUy  3, 1907,  to  June  S,  1908, 
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Ewing,  Hem.  T.  1,— continued. 
DefeBce — continued. 

Royal   Australiaa   Artillery,  Bombardierr 
3348;  CommandiD^  Officers,  2691; 
Qterruption  of  Training  Operations, 

96S6;  Incieases,  q.^  11793 
Riusell,  LicQt.,  q.y  175a,  1976 
School  Cadeu,  Second  Battalion,  q..  1089 
Secret  laformatios,  q.,  13156-7 
Sbergold,  Bombardier,  q.,  9955 
Small  Arms  and  Ammunition  Factory, 

158,  3621,  6023,  6356,  6419,  9389;  suffly, 

3678,  3682,  5796,  1179a;  adj..  743 
Tenders,  suffly,  10082;  q..  10008 
Thursday  Island  Fort,  Explosioo   at,  q., 

10750,  11637,  iao4o;  suffly^  11369-70 
Torres  Strait,  tuf-fiy^  11369 
Training  Grounds  for  Troops,  suf^y,  3453 
Ulverstoae  Rifle  Range,  2449 
Uniforms,  q.,  11056 

Victorian    Easter    Encampment,    g.,  9581, 
10609,  '07S7  •  Cadets   Food   Supply.  ; 
995Si  Payment  of  Militia,  q.,  9581,  9953; 
Unattached  Officers,  q.,  10080;  Transport 
Delays,        10484,  11097,  iiiSa 
Victorian  Scottish  Regiment,  q.,  6332 
Victorian  Torpedo  Practice,       3269,  3431 
War  Vessels,  Order  for,  q.,  1749 
Williamstown  Rifle  Butts,  q.,  9581 
Wounded  Soldiers,  Treatment  of,  11791 
Officers'  Compensation  Bill,  m.,  7498 
"Pairs,"  Mxfl.,  6794 
Supply  : 

Defence  (Central  Admiiustration),  loooi, 
10083,  10083,  io<>S7,  10099;  (Compensa- 
tion), 11390 

Home  Affairs,  11369 

Works  and  Buildings  (Defence),  3447,  3451, 
3453.  3606,  3610,  3612,  3678,  368a,  3737, 
374>>  3748,  ii4»7 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  5795 

Union  Jack,  q.,  10969 

Women**  Exhibition,  Rtfle  Matches,  f.,  6673 

Falrbairn,  Mr.  O.,  Fawkaer  : 

Addresa-io-Rcply,  m.,  105 

Adult  Military  Training,  m.,  2260 

Australiaa  Inaustrics  Preservation  Bill,  com. 

(persons  to  answer  questions  and  produce 

documents),  0197 ;  3R.,  9590 
Banking  Legislation,  address,  106 
Bounties  Bill,  com.  (schedule),  (cotton),  1071 ; 

(mohair),  1095;  (sunflower  seed),  11871  (fish), 

1293;   recom.     (spedficati'm   of  bounties), 

1381;  3R.,  1402 
Budget,  2989,  2999 
Busiaess,  Order  of,  m.,  3797 
Cable  Code,  q,, 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eons.  req.  (Sago  and 
Tapioca),  10499;  (Mustard),  10556;  (Socks 
and  Stockings),  10645;  iOiXi),  10883; 
(Leather),  11069;  (Insecticides),  11564 
[See  Tariff  Resolutions  Customs) 
Defence  : 

Cadets,  q.,  9090 
Military  Bayonets,  q.i  4842 
Naval  Agreement,  Budget,  3001 
Electoral  Departments,  q.,  3300 
Electoral  Reform,  address,  105 
Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act,  q., 

6130,  6229;  adj.,  6356 
Federal  Capital,  address,  107 


Guarantee,  q. 


Fairbaim,  Mr.  G. — continued. 
Harvesters,  Price  of,  q.,  9584 
Immigration,  Budget^  3990)  399a,  3000; 
10877 

Iron  Industry,  Budget,  3004 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  m.,  618 
Labour  Party's  Caucus,  q.,  10876,  10960 
Land  Settlement,  Budget,  2991  ;  q.,  10877 
London  Offices,  suffly,  3648,  3671 
Mail    Contract    Cancelled  : 

8S16 

Manufactures     Encouragement     Bill,  com. 

(schedule),  13178 
New  Protection,  q.,  9584 
Northern  Territory,  address,  106 
Old-age  Pensions,  Budget,  3005 
Parliamentary   Allowances   Bill,    m..    1S89 ; 

com.  (amount  of  allowance),  1994 
Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  com.  (refusal 

to  answer  questions),  13071 
Postal  Administration,  suffly,  10136-9;  m.s.o., 

1 1635 

Postal  Officials  as  Returning  Officers,  q.,  706 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  5134,  5166,  52^6 
Quarantine  Bill,  aR.,  553 ;    com.   (scope  of 
quarantine),  1429;  (examination  of  imported 
animals),  1767;  cons,  amdts.,  8958 
States  Debts,  Budget.  3003 
Supj>]y : 

Postmaster-General  (Central  Staff),  10136 
Works  and  Buildings  (Treasury),  3593 ;  (Ex 
ternal  Affairs),  3648,  3671 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  3R.,  itSoS 

Tariff,  suffly,  3989,  3999 

Bottles  and  Cases,  duty  on,  q.,  M96 
Goods,   consumption  and    manufacture  of, 

9->  175* 
Tarifl  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 
Ale,  Porter,  and  other  Beer,  4103 
Ammonia,  6969 
Arms,  6038 
Barley,  5346 
Blue,  4783 
Candles,  4946,  5134 
China  and  Porcelain,  6897 
Combined  Com  Sheller,  Husker*  and  Bag 

ger,  6566 

Confectionery,  5165,  5335,  5355,  5356 
Droppers,  6831 
Fish,  5270 

Hay  and  Chaff,  5436 
Insecticides,  cons,  req.,  11564 
Leather,  cons,  req.,  iio6q 
Machinery  and  Machine  Tools,  &c.,  6745 
Machinery  and  Parts  thereof,  6104 
Malt,  5445 

Mustard,  eons,  req.,  10556 
Nails,  6617 

Oils,  eons,  req.,  10883 

Sago  and  Tapioca,  cons,  req.,  10499 

Saws,  n.e.i.,  6753 

Sheepwashes,  69W 

Soap,  5545 

Socks  and  Stockmgs,  cons,  req.,  10645 
Stearine  and  Faraffine,  ^136 
Traction  and  Portable  Engines,  6683 
Wire  Netting,  4527 

(See  Customs  Tariff  BilW)^  i 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Ex<!^Si)t(y vjOOglC 
Cigarettes,  4315 
Glucose,  4641 
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Fairbaim,  Mr.  G. — continued, 

Telepfaoaes : 

Lioe  Repairers,  q.,  12152 

Rates,  Anomalies  ia,  adj.^  984 
Waees  Boards,  Budget,  2Qgi 
Walpote,  Mr.  R.  S..  g.,  tioiS 

Findley,  Senator  B.,  Vkiorla: 

Additional  Appropriation  Bill,  1907-8;  schedule 
(Home  Affairs).  11617 

Addre«s-in-RepIy,  m.,  354 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  7787,  11332 

Agricultural  Implement  Workers,  5177; 
exfl..  5466;  adj.,  5494;  suffly,  6304 

American  Fleet,  q.,  11470 

Appropriation  Bill,  com.  (External  Affairs), 
10390,  10302:  (Attorney-General),  10303; 
(Treasury),  10370 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill, 
3R.,  3921 ;  com.  schedule  (Trade  and  Cus- 
toms), 3931;  (Defence),  4043;  (Postmaster- 
General),  4047,  4048,  4051,  4058 

Australia,  Advertising^  ut,  q.,  11302 

Australian  Men  of  Letters  Fund,  suf^y,  10303 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  sR., 
4590 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bilti  ecm.  (good  faith), 
758 

Boot  Machinery  Trust,  q.,  838,  934 
Bounties  Bill  :  3K.,  3643;  com.  (appropriation), 
3765;  (schedule)  (cotton),  2960;  (New  Zea- 
land  flax),  3071,  3077;   f.o.,  3149;  (jute), 
3168,  3261;  (copra),  3398;  (rice,  uncleaned), 
3478;  (rubber),  3563;  (coffee),  3710;  (tobacco 
leaf)  (f.o.,  4163).  "4*69.  4254;  recem.  (to- 
bacco leaf),  4900 
Bulgarian  Immigrants,  g..  8075 
Business,  Conduct  of,  adj.,  486 
Chinese,  Influx  of,  q.,  7927;  tidj.,  9008 
Coal  Combine,  adj.,  3698 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  zR.,  iaio7 
Colonial  Oil  Company,  action  of,  ady.t  378/ 
Commerce  Act,  suffly,  6352 
Commonwealth,     Advertising     Resources  of, 

suffly,  5886,  6348,  6349 
Commonwealth  Gazette,  suffly,  10290 
Commonwealth   Salaries  Bill,  com.  (taxation 

by  States  of  Commonwealth  salaries),  10431 

Confectionery  Trade,  adj.,  3406 
"Contingencies,"  suffly,  i<t48,  1950,  1953 
Coatract  Immigrants,        650,  830 
Customs  Launch,  Sydney,  suffly,  39 ,1 
Customs   Tariff   Bill,    iK,,   7550 ;   m.,  11679; 
Schedule  : 

Adding  and  Computing  Machines,  $625 
Agricultural,  Horticultural,  and  Viticultural 
Machinery  and  Implements,  n-e.i.,  8574 
Ammonia,  9245,  9347;  {^.tf.,  9249,  9250) 
Antimony,  9171 
Apparel  and  Attire,  8209 
Artificial  Plants,  Flowers,  and  Fruits,  8350 
Bags  and  Sacks,  8218 
Bananas,  7853,  7872 
Ba&kctwurc,  n.e.i.,  9573. 
Bicycles,  lVc,  9817 
Biscuits,  7673 
Carpets,  8265 

Coffee  and  Chicory,  7763,  7772 
Confectionery,  7729 
Cycle  Parts,  98^4 


Findley,  Senator  E. — <»ntiHued. 

Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule)— cffoA'iwerf- 
Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances.  8888.  9045, 
9048,  9049,  9053,  9061 ;  cons,  req.,  10949* 

10955.  >I59^ 
Electrical    Machinery   and    Parts  thereof, 

8799.  (/•"-'  8810),  8873,  8877  ^ 
Electrotypes  and  Stereotypes,  9168,  9109 
Engines,  n.e.i.,  8681 
Explosives,  9937 
Fish,  7806 

Fruits  and  Vegetables,  7808,  7810,  9948 
Furniture,  n.e.i.,  9363,  9384 
Glassware,  n.e.i.,  8491,  849a 
Gloves,  8294 

Grain  and    Pulse   (prepared  or  manufse- 

tured),  f.o..  7896,  7903 
Hats,  Caps,  and  Bonnets,  8309 
Hog^eads,  second-band,  9646,  9647,  9M 
Hops,  7947. 
Iron  Pipes,  &c.,  9080 
Lantern  Slides,  &c.,  9931,  9933 
Locks.  9173,  9174,  9176 
Manufactures  of  Metal,  n.e.i.,  (f-o.,  874^ 
Manures,  9912,  9917 
Matches  and  Vestas,  7980,  8000,  8007 
Meats,  Poultry,  and  Game,  8017 
Milk,  8025 
Nails,  8605 

Nats,  8033,  8034,  8035 
Oilmen's  Stores,  n.e.i.,  8056 
Oils,  8427 
Onions,  78S5 
Paint  Boxes,  9654 

Paints  and  Colours,  8450,  S453,  8457,  S461, 
8462,  8469 

Paper,  (5(180,  9681,  96S3,  9743,  9744.  9745t 
IJ749,  1,758,  q759,  9760,  ^i,  9802;  «w. 
req.,  11311,  11313 

Paper  Patterns,  9807 

Perambulators,  &c.,  0823 

Piece  Goods,  8120,  8124,  8149,  8160,  8176, 
8190 

Printers'  Matrices,  9168,  9169,  9801,  9IW 
Printing  Ink,  9S03,  9804,  9&)6 
Printing  Roller  Composition,  8530 

Rails,  &c.,  9066 

Rice,  S072 ;  cons,  req.,  10873,  10930 

Rice  Root,  7698 

Sago  and  Tapioca,  7659 

Slipper  Forms,  9663 

Socks  and  Stockings,  8343 

Sparkling  Wine.  7635 

Stearine,  Paraffine  Wax,  &c.,  7713 

Stripper  Harvesters,  8582 

Tanks,  8613 

Tea,  8103,  8105,  8113,  8114 
Timber,  9471,  (f.o.,  9551),  9553,  aSSS" 

req.,  11601 
Tobacco,  manufactured,  7636,  7643 
Tobacco,  unmanufactured,  7640 
Type,  Printers',  8765,  8770 
Waddi  ngs   and   Cotton   Wool,  8326,  »3*7' 

8331.  8333 
Weighing  Machines,  n.e.i.,  8023. 
Wicker,  Bamboo,  and  Cane,  9564,  9568 
Wigs,  8353 
Wire  Nettmg.  9158 

Wood,  articles  made  of,  n.e.i.,  9574,  957* 
Defence  : 

Beriinga  Rifle  Club,  q.,  2616,  5978,  784' 
Brisbane  Rifle  Ranaep  '"Sf'tr  *M3 
Guides,  ColJ»tiaBf^bir*^^U*M^ 
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Findley,  Senator  E. — conttnued. 

Defence — continued. 

Thuitidny   Island,   suf-fiy,    1950;    Gnn  Ex- 
plosion, 11678 
Warlike  Stores,  suffly,  f)ooi-i 

Dissent  from  Rulini;  :  Relevancv  of  Ameod- 
ment  (KnlgoorMe  to  Port  Augusta  Railway 
Survey  Bill),  1515;  Admissibility  of  Amend- 
ment (Bounties  Bill),  3152;  Admissibilitv  of 
Request  (l-'ustoms  TariR  Bill),  m-,  9249' 

Electoral    Rolls,    suffly,    11617,  >i6i8; 
11984 

Excise  Tnrlff  Bill,  cof..  (Schedule) : 
Glucose,  10037 

Tobacco,  manufactured,  n.e.i.,  10019 
Excise  TarilT  Procedure  Bill,  cam.  (employ- 
ment of  counsel),  5123;  recom.,  5380 
Excise   TarilT  (Agricultural   Machinery)  Act, 
-  5758;         6189,  629s;    suffly,  6304, 

7550 

Excise  Tariff  I  Spirits)  Act,  adj.,  4616 ;  g., 
5857,  6189,  6295,  7566 

Federal  Capital,  address,  355 

High  Court : 
Tipstaffs,  suffly,  10303 

Immigration,  q.,  4244;  supply,  5887 

Immigration  Le.xgue,  Victoria,  j.,  8230 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  com.  (in- 
valid persons  dis'iunlific.ilions),  12031,  12032, 
(claimants  to  pensions),  12036,  (cancellation 
of  pension  certificates),  12038 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey 
Bill,  p.o.,  1029;  2R.,  1355;  cum.  (power  to 
survey   route),  i486 

Kanakas,  Repatriation  of,  suffly,  S9S7. 

Laboratory,  supply,  3931 

Land  Monopoly,  address,  369 

Linotype  Operators,  m.,  3833 

Mailt : 

European:    Special  Train,  s-,  745 >  a'// 
767 

Pacific  Islands,  Service  to,  suffly,  5885, 
5S86 

Mildura  Fruit  Industry,  suffly,  7550 
Neild,    Senator    CoL,    Personal  Explanation 

by,  obs.,  8026 
New  Protection,  adj.,  4617 ;  q.,  6189,  6295, 

11382;  supply,  7550 
Northern    Territory,    address,    357 ;    q.,  82S, 

1130 ;  supply,  1Q48 
Officers  Compensation  Bill,  2I.,  10053 
Opium,   Import^ition  of,  q.,  745 ;  Smuggling 

of,  48115;  adj.,  0008 
Opposition,  The,  q.,  5176 

Pair   Book,   Entries  m,  q.,   3501 ;  3504; 

f.o..  3506 
Paper  Pulp,  q.,  9631. 

Parliamentarv  Allowances  Bill,  aR.,  2109; 
3B.,  2184 

Parliamentary   Gardens,   suffly,  5882 

Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  com.  (no  action 
for  libel),  12131 

Parliamemary  Witnesses  Bill,  com.  [dis- 
obedience of  summons),  764;  (resisting  ap- 
prehension), 765 

Petition,  m.,  7925 

Postal  Department ; 
"Allowance"  Post  Offices,  q.,  8617,  8697 
Boy  Labour,  q.,  1470 
New   Sheets,   Postage  on,  q.,  1688 
Post  Offices,  Sites,  suffly,  4048 

Post  Offices  : 

East  Brighton,  q.,  8616,  86<)7 
B  a 


Findley,  Senator  E. — continued. 
Printing   Committee,   Report    of.    w,,   681 ; 

(f.o.,  4465),  4467;  ad  ref.,  82^3 
Printing  Office,  q..  830,  58^3,  5859,  77*>  A 

8104-5;  "iffiy*  1947.  40511  4058,  8988-91, 

10370 

Privilege :   Select   Committee  on  Procedure, 
10007;  10013) 

Public  Service  : 

Clerical  Division,  Transfers  to,  q.,  5176 
Regulations,  m.,  688,  692;  q.,  1684 
Te^raphists  :    Sunday    Work,    q.,  S864 

Remuneration  of  Labour  Definition  Bill,  m 
4841 

Senate,  Rights  of,  obi.,  11679 

Standing  Orders,  Amendment  of,  m.,  2621 

Statistics,  q.,  1130,  1131 

Sugar  Industry  : 

Foreign   Laoour,    Importation   of,  address, 
367 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2).  rem.  (is^uc  and  applica- 
tion), 1943;  (schedule),  1947:  1953 

Suppiv  Bill  (No.  7),  com.  schedule  (External 
AfTairs).  5885.  5886;  'Parliament),  5SS2 

Suppiv  Bill  (No.  4),  IS.,  6304;  com.,  6348-9-52 

Supply  Bill  (No.  5)  cotn.  (External  Affairs), 
8987;  (Treasury),  8q8S.  8989:  (Defence), 
8908,  8999,  9000 

Sweating  : 
Tasmanian  Industries,  address,  360 
Victorian  Industries,  address,  364 

Tasmania,  Customs  Revenue,  q.,  3462 

Telephone  Directories,  q.,  11865 

Tobacco  Industry  : 

Combine,   Action    of,  adj.,   2037 ;  m.s.o., 

3,050;  m.,  3057 
Employes  in,  q.,  564 

Trawler,  suffly,  3931 

Trusts  in  Australia,  q,,  472 

United  Kingdom,  Poverty  in,  address,  358 

Woolf,  Mr.  Joseph,  exfl.,  5466,  5494 

Year-Book,  Printing  of,  q.,  4707 

FiahM*,  Hon.  A.,  WUh  Bay  : 

Address,  adj.,  468 

Adjournment,  special,  exfl.,  468;  m,,  742, 
6504,  12202 

Agricultural     Implement    Making  Industiy, 

adj.,  12158 
Antarctic  Expedition,  m.,  7492 
Australia,  Map  of,  adj.,  648 
Australian    Industries    Preservation    Bill,  3t.| 

9*>»7;  3"-.  9587 

Bounties  Bill,  com.  (schedule)  (mohair),  1093, 
II oa ;  (olives) ,  1 125 j  (coffee) ,  1 204,  1217; 
(dates),  1310;  (dried  fruits),  1311,  1316, 
1317,  1318;  f.e.,  1312,  1314;  (second 
schedule),  1323;  reeom.,  1379;  (appropria- 
tion), 1380;  (specification  of  bounties),  138a; 
(regulations),  1390,  1392;  cons,  amdts.,  640a 

Bravery,  Reward  of,  m.,  697 

Business  : 

Order  of,  m.,  4^0 ;  adj.,  1083;  m.,  2790 

Transaction  of,  suffly,  5787 
Campbell-Bannerman,   Sir   Henry,  Death  of, 

ots.,  10523 
Chairman  of  Committees,  m.,  316 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  w.,  12085 
"  Contingencies,"  suffly,  ';78f>  . 
Customs  Frauds,  fogit^J^iyCjOOglC 
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Fishei,  Hon.  A. — continued. 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons.  req.  (Bags  and 
Sacks),  10571 ;  (Oils),  109S3, 10994 ;  {Timber), 
11023,  11136,  11150,  11152,  11160,  11165. 
11369,  11573;  (Stained  GIou  Windows), 
11575,  11577.  {Set  Tariff  Resolutioot  (Cus- 
toms).) 

Defence : 
Clerk,  Case  of,  suffly,  5787 
Government  Policy,  obs..  7536,  suffly,  8828 
MaTal  Expenditure,  suffly,  11410 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualificatitms  BiU» 
a%.,  6374;  com.  (pending  petitions),  6382; 
(down  to  pay  costs  in  certain  cases),  f.o., 
6388 

Election  Eipenses  Reimbursement  Bill,  com. 

(appropriation),  i^io?,  12198 
Estimates,  tuf^y,  6283 
Excise  Tariff  Bui,  m.,  11215 

(See  Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise).) 
Excise  Tariff   (Agricultural   Machinery)  Act, 

f.,  5801,  5909;  adj.,  6364;  q.,  7294 
Federal  CapiUl,  suffly,  8829. 
Federal  Expenditure,  suffly,  1778 
Government,  Position  of,  suffly^  10472 
Harvesters,  Price  of,  g.,  9583 
InTalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  at.,  11933; 

com.  (qualifications),  11965;  (appeal),  11980 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  2t.,  73a 
Kingston,  Right  Hon.  C.  C,  Death  of,  m., 

11048 

Labour  Party,  Resignation  of  Leader,  cit.t 

5327 

Land  Settlement,  suffly,  Sgy6,  8977 
Linlithgow,  DeaA  01  Marquis,  m.,  8819 
T^g  Timber,  Duty  on,  1715 
Ix>ndon  Offices  of  Commonwealth,  suf^y,  3649 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6430;  Queens- 
land Subsidy,  suffly,  10249 
Mail  Steamers :   Cold  Storage  on,  adj.,  597 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  m.,  5913, 

60,13;        6r33 ;  Mm.  (regulations),  12174 
Officers  Compensation  Bill,  m.*  7496 
01d<age  Pensions,  g.,  9298;  m.,  9300 
Old-age    Pensions   Appropriation    Bill,  3l.» 
12096 

Paper,  Printing  of,  m.,  770 
Parliameot : 

Gardens,  suffly,  8966 

ReBections  on.  obs.,  10983,  10994 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  com.  (amount 

of  allowance),   1993,   1998;  (conscientious 

scmples),  2011 
Parliamentary  Gardens,  suffly,  8966 
Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  com.  (execution 

of  warrant),  117S1 
Papua : 

Administration  of,  sufflv,  9393*4 

Native  Mortality,  suffly,  8977 
Patent  and  Proprietary  Medicines,  adj.,  895 
Personal  Explanation,  6524 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 

Ministerial  Statement,  11666 

Royal   Commission  re    Administration,  m., 
10427 ;  suffly,  10472 
Postal  Rates  Bill,  int.,  774 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  456»-3 
'  Prime  Minister,  Health  of.  adj.,  1083 

Privilege ;   Select  Committee  on  Procedure, 

m.,  10128 
Public  Service,  sufflv,  8829 
Public  Works  Expenditure,  m.,  7504 
Pulmonary  Phthisis,  adj.,  1681 


Fisher,  Hon.  A. — continued. 

Quarantine  Bill,  com.  (no  person  to  quit 
vessel),  1718 ;  (quarantine  surveillancej, 
1719,  cent,  amdts.,  8940 

Repatriated  Australians,  adj.,  1327 

Session,  Length  of,  suffly,  882S,  0^1.,  8934 

Shipping,  Combine,  adj.,  3946 

Sittings  of  House,  6417;  m.,  6507;  exfl., 
65*4 

Small  Arms  Factory,  suffly,  3681 
Standing  Orders,  Suspension  of,  m.,  8863 
Sunshine  Railway  Collision,  obs.^  10483 
Supply  : 

External  Affairs  (Administrative),  8976,  8977, 
9393 

Failiament  (Parliamentary  Gardens),  SgOb 
Postmastei'General   (Centrst  Staff),  10249, 
10250 

Works  and  Buildings  (Post  and  Telegraphs), 
3523;  (External  Affairs),  3649;  (Defence), 
3681,  11410 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  m.  {f.o.),  83 
Supjily  Bill    (No.  1)  1908-9,  ta..,  12196 
Supply  Bill  {No.  2),  m.,  1778;  ad.  ref.,  1874 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3).  m.,  5786 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.,  6283 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5)  m.,  8828 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2R.,  11709 

Tariff  :  q.,  1715 

Butter  Boxes,  q.,  7026 
Consideration  of,  m.,-  4358 
Petition,  m.,  3416 

Seisure  of  Uncustomed  Goods  by  New  South 
Wales  Government,  q.,  2231 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 
Ale,  Porter,  and  other  Beer,  f.o.,  4121 
Bags  and  Sacks,  cons,  req.,  10571 
Bananas,  5337 
Blue,  4790 
Carpets,  5738 
Gonee,  5200 

Cosies  and  Cushions,  5740 
Droppers,  6S31,  6832 
Engines,  6711 
Glue,  6954,  6956 
Hats,  Caps,  and  Bonnets,  5975 
Incandescent  Mantles,  5977 
Iron  and  Steel,  6837, 
Lead,  Sheet  and  Piping,  6051 
Manufactures  of  Paper,  7205,  7209 
Motive  Power  Machinery  and  Appliances, 
667a 

Oils,  cons,  req.,  10983,  10994 
Piece  Goods  {f.o.,  5849).  585a,  5854 
Printing  and  Stenciirmg  Inks,  yaoa 
Rice  (uncleancd),  5529 
Saccharine,  6975 

Salt,  Gypsum,  and  Manure  Bags,  retom., 

573» 

Stained  Glass  Windows,  eons,  req.,  11575* 

St'eeF^  immed  Wheels,  683a 

Stone  and  Marble,  6958,  6962,  6964 

Sugar,  4650,  4666 

Tea  (in  packets)  {f.o..  5465) 

Timber,    7021,    7028,    7066,    7071,  707s 

{f.o.,  7095),  7107,  7108;  eons,  req.,  uoas. 

ttia6,  11150,  11152,  11160,  11165,  I'S^ 

"573 
wine,  n.e.i.,  4141 

Wire  Netting,  {f.o..  4455,  4575),  4561,  4577. 
(See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
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fisher,  Hon.  A. — eontinued. 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise) : 

Golden  Syrup,  4767 

Tobacco,  f.c.j  4305 

[See  Excise  Tariff  Bill.) 
Telegraph  Pole  Dressers,  tttf^y,  10350 
Teteerapbic  Communication  ;  Queensland,  q., 

9089 

Townsville  State  Election,  supfly,  2Q02 
Treasurer's  Advance  :  Works,  sitfflyt  12196 

'  Women's  Work  Exhibition,  suffly,  1874 

FovMst,    Rt.   Hon.    Sir  John,  P.C., 
O.0.1C.O.,  Swan: 

Adjournment,  Christmas,  6728 

Australian  Industries  Presenration  Bill*  al., 
9031 ;  torn,  (persoas  to  answer  questions  and 
produce  documents}!  9224;  reesm.,  9393 

Banking  Bill,  p.,  501 

Bounties  Bill*  int.t  56a 

Budget,  y.,  977  i  m.,  ajo 

Busineu,  Order  of,  adj.,  3047 

Chalrmaa  of  Committees,  ntf^yt  81,  83 

Coast  Deience  Appropriation  Bill^  m.,  izo86; 
com.  (appropriation),  13094,  1^095  ■  't^-  "f-t 
13096J  3R.,  12096;  iK.«  12097 

Collins,  Captain,  suffty,  9488 

Commonwealth   and   States,   Financial  Rela- 
tions of.  Budget,  2354;  suffly.  3341  j  q., 
9«>99.  939o>  9846.  10524:  txft.,  10967; 
11016 

Commonwealth  Statutes,  iiiSa 

Crimean  and  Indian  Mutiny  Veterans,  q., 
6593,  909a 

Customs  Frauds,  Adelaide,  q.,  694 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons.  req.  {f.o.,  10484, 
11380);  (Hay  and  Chaff),  10530;  (Apparel 
and  Attire),  10569;  (Bags  and  Sacks),  f.o.t 
10571 ;  (Hats  and  Caps),  io6ot ;  (Parasols), 
10633;  (Waddings,  &c.),  10633;  {Agricul- 
tural Machinery  and  Implements),  10663 
(P'C,  10664);  (Motive  Power  Machinery  and 
Appliances,  except  Electric),  f.o.,  ic^74-5, 
11538;  (Rock  Drills),  10716;  (Rock  Boring 
Machines),  f.o.,  10733 ;  (Standards,  Steel 
Fencing),  10799  (^-"-i  10801) ;  (Oils),  10803; 
^Insecticides),  11005;  (Furniture),  11014; 
(Timber),  f.e.,  11026-7,  11060;  (Paper), 
11083;  (Rebate),  11212;  (Standards  and 
Pillars),  M.,  1 1437,  11548.  {See  Tariff 
Resolutions,  Customs.) 

Defence  t 

Albany  Forts,  q.,  9845 

Crimean  and   Indian  Mutiny  Veterans,  q., 
6593,  11792,  11920 

Harbor  and  Coastal,  suffly,  3341 

Naval  Agreement,  Budget,  2357 

WoundecT  Soldiers,  Treatment  of,  q.,  11791 

Policy,  Budget,  33^6 
Departmental  Increments,  Budget,  3349 
Departmental  Estimates,  Reduction  of,  exfl., 

11635,  ^'704 ;  "707 

Diver  Hughes,  Decoration  of,  adj.,  3C)(>4 

Election  Expenses  Reimbursement  Bill,  com. 
(appropriation),  12197 

English  Mails,  Late  Delivery  of,  q.,  9843 
Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural    Machinery)  Act, 
q.,  6330 


Forrest,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John,  P.C.,  G.C.M.G.— 
continued. 

Federal  Capital,  adj.,  305.    {See  Seat  of  Go- 
vernment Bill.) 
Federal  Finance,  Budget,  2349;  suffly,  11275 
Freeman  and  Wallace,  Messrs.,  supfly,  11349 
Fremantle,  Freight  Charges  from  London, 
342a 

Grain  Bags,  Size  of,  q.,  6355 

Honorary    Minister*,    Official    Expenses  of, 

supply,  9485 
House,  Rights  of,  m.,  11427 
Immigration,  supply,  9708-9710 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  q.,  12039; 

3R.,  I1942;  com.  (qualifications),  11968 
Judiciary  Bill,  m.,  3768 

Kalgoorlie  to  Fort  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  m.,  629;  eons,  amdt.,  3018;  q.,  aiai, 
2996,  4086 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Act,  q.,  4958.  7"2i  *0756 
Kingston  Tariff,  Votes  on,  adj..  3231 ;  ex^.,  , 

3300 

Kingston,  Right  Hon.  C.  C,  Death  of, 
11D48 

Labour  Party,  supply,  3347 ;  ex^.,  10876 

Land  Taxation,  q.,  9389 

London  Offices,  supply,  3617 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6471 ;  q.,  6738 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  com.  {aulbo- 

T,ity  to  pay  bounties),  12173;  (regulations). 

i'ai7s;  (Schedule),  zai77,  12179 
Marine  Surveys,  q.,  7249,  8929 
Mining  Machinery,  Duty  on,  supfly,  3344 
Navigation  Commission's  Report,  q.,  3173 
Northern  Territory,  q.,  9100,  9480 
Notice  of  Motion,  Withdrawal  of,  adj.,  9352 
Old-age  Pensions  and  Braddon  Section,  exfl., 

a6S4 

Old-age  Pensions,  m.,  9337;  9389 
Old-age  Pensions  Appropriation  Bill,  ad.  rep., 

12096;  com.  (appropriation),  12096 
Papua  : 

Drumraond,  Mr.,  Case  of,  q.,  12199 
Parliamentary    Allowances    Bill,    m.,  1915, 

1935 ;  com.  (amount  of  allowance),  3006 
Parliament,  Cost  of,  q.,  502 
Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  com.,  (escape 
from  custody),   11781;   (execution  of  war- 
rant), 11781 ;  (disobeying  summons),  11782, 
1 1783 

Personal  Explanation,  adj.,  193,  3331 ;  obs., 

1180,  3300 
Postal  Department : 

Administration,  q.,  11534 

Expenditure,  suffly,  11275;  q.,  11625;  exft, 
11625 

Ministerial  Statement,  m.s.o.,  11629 
Postal  Notes  and  Orders,  q.,  11917 
Post  Office,  Northam,  supply,  3533;  q.,  9581, 
9765 

Preferential   Trade,   Budget,   2361;  (Tariff), 

5075.  5»34 
Protection,  Budget,  2360 
Public  Service  Act,  Budget,  2350 
Public  Service  Increments,  q.,  988 ;  Budget, 

2350 

Railway  Employes,  exfl..  3589 
Recess,  Duration  of,  q.,  laaoo 
Revenue  Refunds,  suffly,  84 

Digitized  by 
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Forrest,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John,  P.C.,  G.C.M.G.— 
eottiinued. 

Seat  of  Government   Bill,  10329.  {Set 

Federal  Capital.) 
Stamp  Printing  Macbinciy,  g.,  406,  503 
States  DebU,  Budget,  2355;  tuffly,  3342 
Sagar  Bounty,  Budget,  2351 
Supply  : 

External  Affairs  (Execntive  Council),  0485; 
(Loodoa  Offices},  9488;  (Miscellaneous), 
9708 

Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  3341 ; 
(Post  and   Telegraphs),   3533 ;  (Defence), 
3615;  (External  Affairs),  3617 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  m.,  81;  com.,  84,  85 
Supply  Bit!  (No.  i),  1908-9,  m.,  12097,  ^'-t 

r2iS8;  (f.o.,  12195) 
Surplus    Revenue    Monthly    Balances,  odi., 

11734,  11744;       "736>  "738,  "74».  i»7o4. 

11788;  exfl..  11787 
Surplus   Revenue   Bill,   q.,   9479 ;    2R.,  9S56, 

11715,  117^3;  abs.,  9875;  f.o.,  11670 
Tariff  Information,  adj.,  1683 
Tariff  Revision,  q.,  407;  ex^.,  1180 
Tariff  :  m.,  2349 

Gloves,  Duty  on,  q.,  2566;  manufacture  of, 
q.,  2689 

Hay  and  Chaff,  q.,  6132 

Items,  Explanation  of,  q.,  3733,  397a 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Agricultural,  Horticultural,  and  Viticultural 
Machinery  and  Implements,  eons,  req., 
10663  <o664) 

Ale,  Porter,  and  other  Beer,  4003,  4127 

Apparel  and  Attire,  eons,  req.,  10569 

Bags  and  Sacks,  eons,  req.,  (f.c,  10571) 

Blue,  4786 

Brushmakeis'  Woodware,  7118 
Candles,  5075,  5134 
Droppers,  ^31 
Fish,  5376 

Furniture,  cons,  req.,  11014 
Hats  and  Caps,  eons,  req.,  10601 
Hay  and  Chaff,  eons,  req,,  10530 
lion,  Plate  and  Sheet,  6545 
Insecticide,  eons,  req.,  11005 
Marine  Engines,  6647 
Mining  Engines,  67^ 

Motive  Power  Machinery   and  Appliances, 

6647;  '■""J-  "*674-5),  11538 

Oils,  cons,  req.,  10893 
Paper,  e»tu.  req.,  iioSa 
Parasols,  eons,  req.,  10613. 
Rails,  &c.,  6825 

Rebate  for  Home  Consumption,  eons,  reg.t 

11212 

Rock   Boring   Machines,   cons,  req.,  if.o.. 

Rock  Drills,  eons,  req.,  10716 
Saws,  n.e.i.,  6750,  6751 
Sheepwashes,  6988 

Standards,  Steel  Fencing,  cons,  req.,  10799 

{f.o.,  10801),  11548 
Timber,  cons.  req.  {f.o.,  ii026-7),  11060 
Tobacco  (unmanufactured),  4302 
Tool  Handles,  7123 
Type,  Printers',  6765  {expl.,  6768) 
Waddings,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  10632 
Wire  Netting.  442S 

{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise) : 
Cigars,  4306 
.Tobacco,  f.o.,  4305 


Forrest,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John,  P.C.,  G.C.M.G.— 
eoniinued. 
Tasmanian  Cable,  q.,  11707,  12153 
Telephone  Directories,  q.,  4411 
Transferred  Properties,  Budget,  2359 
Treasurer,  Resignation  of,  obi.,  1085 
Treasurer's  Advance,   suffly,   S4,   85;  f-o., 
12197 

Votes,  Spending  of,  suffiy,  10276 
Women's  Work  Exhibition,  exfl.,  1866 

Foster,  Mr.  F,  J.,  Xew  Engfand: 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  122 
Bounties  Bill,  2R.,  995 
Budget,  2339 

Conciliation    and    Arbitration    Act,  addreu 

"5 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eons.  req.  (Hay  and 
Chaff),  10540 ;  (Mustard),  10556 ;  (Tea), 
10561 ;  (Hats  and  Caps),  10584,  10586,  10616; 
(Agricultural  Machinery  and  Implements), 
10664,  10669 ;  (Cutlery),  10673 »  (Rock 
Drills),  10724;  (Wire  Netting),  10774.  {See 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs).)  • 

Defence  : 

Australian  Policy,  address,  123 

Federal  Capital,  address,  122;  suf^y,  1878 

Immigration,  suffly,  1795 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  com., 
(qualifications),  11965;  (conditions),  ^975* 
11976;  (instalments  may  be  forfeited),  iiQfa 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augtista  Railway  Surrey 
Bill,  tn.,  642 

Labour  Party,  address,  134 

Land  Tax,  address,  127 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  aK.,  6147 
Mining  Industry,  Budget,  2340 
Northern  Territory,  address,  128 
Old-age  Pensions,  address.  127 
Parliament,  Criticism  of,  q.,  ir53r-2 
Parltamentarv  Allowances  Bill.  2R.,  1983 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 

Administration,  tmffly,  10160 

Telephone  Conatniction,  suffly,  10159 
Quarantine  Bill,  com.  ^fumigation  of  vesseU), 

1622;  (persons  may  be  vaccinated],  1736 
States  Debts,  address,  12$ 
Supply,   Postmaster-General    (Central  Staff), 

10159 

Supply   Bill  (No.   a),  1795  j    etd.  ref.^ 

1878 

Tariff  Revision,  address,  125 
Tariff !  2339 

Consideration  of,  m.,  4341 

Wire  Netting,  Importation  of,  q.,  2314 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Agricultural,  Horticultural  and  Viticultural 
Machinery  and  Implements,  cons,  req., 
10664,  10669. 

Apparel  and  Atttre,  5609 

Bananas,  5338 

Barley,  5347 
■  Candles,  4879 

Coffee,  5262 

Condensed  Milic,  5511 

Confectionery,  5244,  5258 

Com  Flour,  5357 
'     Cutlery,  cons,  req.,  10673 

Dates,  5330 

Droppers,  6114 

Electrical  Machinery,  6807 

Fancy  Goods,  7141  1 

Fish,  5276  DigitizedbyVjOOQlC 
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Foster^  Mr.  F.  J. — continued. 

Hats  and  Caps,  tons,  reg.,  10584,  105861 
to6t6 

Hay  aod  Chaff,  5429,  cant,  rtf,,  10540 
Imitation  Jewellery  and    Pieaous  btones, 

7148,  7150 
Meats,  FouUry,  and  Giiine,  5459 
Miniag   Engines,  6789 
Mustard,  cons,  reg.,  10556 
Pianos,  734a 

Piece  Goods,  Woollen,  5817 ;  Cotton,  5917 

Potatoes,  5343 

Rice  (uaclea&ed), 

Rock  Drills,  cans,  req.,  10724 

Sheepwashes,  6989 

Sheepshearing  Machines,  cons,  reg.,  10669 

Standards,  61 16 

Stcarine  and  ParafBne,  5150 

Tea,  ccns.  reg.,  10561 

Tin  Plates,  6117 

Traction  and  Portable  Engines,  6686 
Wire  Netting,  445"; ;  cent,  reg.,  10774 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
TrusU  and  "Dumping,"  Budge/,  Jj^i 
Women's  Work  Ediibttion,  suffly,  1879 

Fovlar,  Hon.  J.  H.,  Ptrth  : 

Adjournment,  Christmas,  g.,  5519 
Bounties  Bill,  com.  (s<.hedule}  (olives),  ttas 
Budget,  ajSg 

Business,  Order  of,  m.,  2803 
Government  Property,  Insurance  of,  g.,  6S34 
International  Reply  Coupons,  5908 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augtsta  Railway  Survey 

Bflt.  m.,  646 
Letter  Carriers,  Western  Australia,  q.,  6676 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6492 
New  Protection,  Budget,  2600 
Patent  and  Proprietary  Medicines,  g.,  8S9 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  ^57 
Quarantine  Bill,  2B.,  530 
Socialism,  Budget,  2591 
Tariff,  m.,  2589  : 

Commission's  Reports,  exfl.,  2563;  Work  of 
Commission,  Budget,  2589,  3592 

Cwisidc ration  of,  m.,  4347;  g.,  5519 

*'  Dumping,"  Budget,  2598 

Mining  Machinery,  Duty  on,  Budget,  2600 

Petition,  w.,  3415 

Protest  by  Western  Australia,  g.,  4955 
Western   Australia,   Effect   of   Tariff,  g., 
6677 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Agricultural,  Horticultural,  and  Viticultural 

Machinery  and  Implements,  n.e.i.,  6551 
Ale,  Porter,  and  other  Beer,  4105 
Amylic  Alcohol,  4138 
Apparel  and  Attire,  ^611 
Arms,  6037 
Blankets,  5729 
Candles,  4^,  4952 
Coffee,  5263 

China  and  Porcelain,  6901 
Confectionery,  51  ^g,  5210,  5215,  5357 
Currants,  5282 
Glass,  6917 
Glassware,  6934 
Glucose,  4630 

Iron,  Plate  and  Sheet,  6537 
Lead,  Sheet  and  Piping,  6041) 
Machinery  and  Parts  thereof,  6106 
Motive   Power  Machinery  and  AppIiancM, 
6661,  6666 


Fowler,  Hon.  J.  M. — continued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)— f^iiA'fiiw^. 
Piece  Goods,  5922 
Kice  (uncleaned),  5528,  5533 
Salt,  5536,  n.e.i..  zi^V 
Soap,  5546 

Tobacco  (manufactured,  D.e.i.)i  4210,  42351 

4300;  (clippings  and  cuttingt),  4303 
Traction  and  Portable  Engines*  6700 

Type,  Printers,  6766 

Wine,  n.e.i.,  4140,  420a 

Wire  Netting,  4538 
Telephones,  Uadergrounding  of  Wires,  g.,  158 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  g.,  6505 

Foxton,  Ool.  Hon.  J.  F.  O.,  Brushane  : 

Address-in- Reply,  m..  236 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  com. 

(burden  of  proof),  9198 
Bounties    Bill,    2K.,    903;    com.  (schedule) 

(olives),  ro66,    1127;    (rice),    1194;  rteom. 

(specification  of  bounties),  1387;  3R.,  1411 
Btaddon  Section,  Budget,  3007,  3012 
Budget,  3006 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons.  req.  (scientific  in- 
struments), 10926^  (timber),  11041 ;  (watch 
springs),  ito6o,  11063;  (printing  inks), 
11092;  m.,  11428.  [See  Tariff  Resolutions 
(Customs).) 
Cypher  Telegrams,  1868 
Defence : 

Naval  Agreement,  address,  24^ 
Ordnance  Equipment,  suffly,  3613 
Denton  Hat  Mills,  Budget,  3019 
Excise  Tariff  Act,  g.,  2236 
House,  Rights  of,  m.,  11428 
Immigration,  Budget,  3020 
Imperial  Conference,  address,  236 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  643 
London  Offices  of  Commonwealth,  suffly,  3651 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  g,,  5337,  6033;  m., 

6127,  (f.a.,  6501) 
Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  address,  237 
Queensland  Service,  petition,  588,  769 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2X.,  [p.o., 

6232,  6235) 
Northern  Territory,  address,  239 
Officers'  Compensation  Bill,  m.,  7498 
Papua,  Administration  of,  supply,  9509-9511 
Parliament,  Reflections  on,  ois.,  10994 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  m.,  1911 ;  2R., 
1989 

Personal  Explanation,  6^48 

Postal    Department,    Ministerial  Statement, 
m.s.o.,  11628 

Premiers*  Conferences,  Budget,  301  ^ 

Public  Service  : 
Administration  of,  supply,  9777-8 
District  Allowances,  supply,  11373 

Quarantine  Bill,  2R.,  com.  (bcope  of  qua- 

rantine)* 1449 ;  (interpretation^  1543  •  (ports 
of  entry),  1560,  156s 

Railway   Stationmasters   as   Postmasters,  g., 
9954 

Responsible  Government,  address,  241 
Standinf;  Orders,  Amendment  of,  supply,  83 
Sugar  Bountv  Act,  Budget,  301 1 
Sugar  Industry  : 

Bounty  and  Excise.  Budget,  3024  ' 
Importation  of  Foreign  Labour,  itiidress.i^ 
Labour,  Scarcity  of.  Budget,  3021,  3426 
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Foxtoa,  Col.  Hon.  J.  F.  G.—eantinued. 
Supply : 

Ezteinal  Affairs  (Administrative),  9509 
Home  Affairs  (Public  Service  CommissioQet), 

9777  i  (District  Allowances},  11373 
Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  3436, 

(Defence),  3613;  (External  Affairs),  3651 

Tariff,  Budget,  3006 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 
Articles,  the  property  of  the  Commonwealth, 
7400 

Articles  for  official  use  of  States  Governors, 

7403,  7404 
Baoaaas,  5338 
Blue,  4782 
Cotton  Yarn,  7377 
Feathers  (undressed),  5635 
Hats,  Caps,  and  Bonnets,  5062,  .^073 
Iron,  Plate  and  Sheet,  ex/>l.,  6548 
Lamps  and  Lampware,  6041 
Manufactures  of  Paper,  7216,  7223 
Oils,  cont.  req.,  10994 
Paper  Bags,  7234 
Piece  Goods,  5815,  ^921,  5927 
F'rinting  and  Stencilling  Inks,  7246;  cont, 

req.t  11092 
Regalia,  5639,  5641 

Salt,  Gypsum  and  Manure  Bags,  5643,  .s644» 

5645.  5646;  reeom.,  5732 
Sausage  Casings,  5461 

Scientific  Instruments  and  Apparatus,  7409; 
cons,  req.,  10906 

State  Imports,  7400,  7433,  7440 

Stearine  and  Paraffiae,  5143 

Surgical,  Dental  and  Veterinary  Appliances, 

Sugar,  4699 

Timber,  cons,  req.^  11041,  11063,  tn4i 
Tobacco,  manufactured,  n.e.i.,  4214 
Watch  Springs,  cons,  req.,  II060,  11063 
Works  of  Art,  7398 

{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 

Townsville,  State  Election,  suffiy,  2901 

Wages  Boards,  Budget,  3023 

Framr,  Senator  Hon.  S.,  Victoria: 

Additional  Appropriation  Bill  1907-8,  iB., 
11498 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.  (protection  of 
buker  paying  frauduleotly  altered  cheque), 
2196 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  com..  Schedule : 
Apparel  and  Attire^  819^ 
Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  0060 
Fish,  7806 
Glue,  8513 

Machinery,  Machines,  and  Ma(£ine  Tools, 

n.e.i.,  8705 
Oilmen's  Stores,  n.e.i.,  8049 
Pianos,  9896 
Rice,  8083 

Financial  Relations,  sufflyy  11498 
Old-age  Pensions,  supply,  11 500 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  3R.,  3181 
Senate  : 

Standing  Orders  Committee,  m.,  37 
"''inding  Orders,  Amdt.  of.,  m.,  3624 


Fnuar,  Mr.  C  B.,  Kalgoorli^: 

Aborigines,  Treatment  of  in  Western  Austra- 
lia, adj.t  471 
Address-m-Reply,  m.,  159 
Adjournmenij  (.hiibtuias,  q.,  7300 
Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  30:26 
Antarctic  Expedition,  m.,  7493 
Australians,  Repatriated,  suffly,  11364 
Bountiesj  address,  164 

Bounties  Bill,  int.,  561,  562;  com.  (approprtft- 
tion),  looi ;  (schedule)  (copra),  1106,  (to- 
bacco), 1328,  (fish),  1303;  eons,  amdts.,  6401 
(illohair),  6403;  cons,  mes.^^  (copta),  6439 

Braddoo  Section,  Budget,  2582 

Budget,  2507,  3579;  f,o.,  3034 

Busmess,  Order  of,  m.,  3797;  Conduct  of, 
adj.,  1 1466 

Chinese,  Influx  of,  q.,  8816;  supfly,  9395 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  311.,  7468;  com.  req.; 
(Agricultural  Machinery),  10661  ;  (Motive 
Power  Machinery  and  Appliances,  except 
Electric),  10675,  10676.  10684,  "534.  »I535J 
(Pulley  Blocks),  10685;  (Kock  Drills),  1072a; 
(Rock-boring  Machines),  10731 ;  (Electrical 
Machines),  10740,  10743,  1 14441  "459i 
(Oils),  10883;  (Roasting  Dishes),  10904, 
11558;  (Timber),  11149,  ri4S3;  (Rebate  for 
Home  consumption),  11198,  11308;  (Curtains 
and  Blinds),  11440;  (Blankets),  11534.  [See 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs.) 

Commonwealth  Expenditure,  Unauthorized, 
suffty,  11407-8 

Defence : 
Naval  Agreement,  Budget,  3511 
Policy,  Budget,  3510 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 
com.  (pending  petitions),  6383,  (qualifica- 
tions and  vacancies),  6388 

Dissent  from  Ruling,  Admissibility  of  Amend- 
ment (Tariff  Resolutions),  m.,  7093 

Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act, 
sufply.  6381 ;  q.,  7395 

Federal  Capital,  address,  163 ;  supply,  9887 

Federal  Finances,  Budget,  2579,  3580 

Fire  Insurance  Bill,  int.,  989;  as.,  1596; 
2566 

Forrest,  Sir  John,  address,  159,  i6t 
Freeman  and  Wallace,  Messrs.,  q.,  10133-4; 

supply.  1134s 
Horses,  Importation  from  Western  Australia, 

q.,  11916 

Immigration  Restriction  Act,  m.,  1596 
Irvine,  Mi.  W.  H..  Fiscal  Views  of.  Budget, 

2507 

Kalgoorlio  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  address,  164;  com.  amdt.,  3034 
Ealgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Act,  q.,  7463 
Land  Tax,  address,  16^ 
Lunatic,  Landing  of   at  Fremantle,  q., 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  q.,  5801 ;  m.,  6460 
Mail   Cdntract,  Cancelled,  addrest,   163;  f., 

79,  404.  50a.  881,  1087,  3313 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  aB.,  6167; 

adj.,  6533 

New  Protection,  Budget,  3589;  10133 

Northern  Territory,  address,  i6a 

Old-age    Pensions,    address,    161;    j.,  352; 

Budget,  3581 ;  M.,  9318 
Papua : 

Administrator,  Appointment  of,  q.,  10178 
Land  Administration,  11421-a 


July  3,  1907,  to  June  J,  2908. 


Frazer,  Mr.  C.  E. — conlinuea. 

ParliamentaTy  Allowances  Bill,  eom.  (amount 
of  allowance),  (conscientious  scruples), 

2015 ;  exfl.t  2017 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 
Administration,  mffly,  10150,  tiaSi 
Telephone  Guarantees,  suffiy,  10150 
Telephone  Subscribers  Supplementary  Lbts, 
3  '  "743 

Royal   (JonunissioQ  re  Aamintstration, 

10403-5,  10455 
Sydney-Melboume    Telephone  Line, 

IH79 

Post   and  Telegraph   Conveniences,  Western 

Australia,  1595 
Preferential  Trade,  Budget,  2589 
Privilege :   Select  Committee  on  Procedure, 

m.,  1 1703 
Public  Service : 

Commissioner,  suffly,  10151 

District  Allowances,  suffly,  10151-2,  iiaSa, 

"367;  S  f  "9»9 

Increments,  Budget,  2509;  g.,  3689 

Inland  Officers,  suf^ly,  10153 

Retiring  Age,  suffly,  10176 
Public  Works  Estimates,  q.,  2312 
Quarantine  Bill,  <ens.  amdts.,  8957 
Repatriation,  suf^y,  11364 
Savings  Bank  Funds,  suffly,  11391 
Stamps,  Design  for,        4957,  4958 
States  Debts,  address,  161 ;   Budget,  2584 
Sugar  Industry  : 

Bounty,  Budget,  a^oa 

Importation  of  Foreign  Labour,  address,  163 
Supply : 

External  Affairs  (Administration),  9395,  11364 
Home  Affairs  (Miscellaneous),  9887,  Z1367 
Trade  and  Customs,  f.c,  9987-8 
Postmaster-General    (Central    Staff),  10150, 

10176;  (Money  Orders),  11391 
Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  1IA07, 

11408 

Supj>ly  Bill  (No.  4)>  6281 

Surpltu  Revenue  Bill,  an.,  11796 

Tariff,  Consideration  of,        3791 ;   m.,  4344. 

4356.  4359  if-f-  4330) 
Tariff:  y.,  975;  m.,  2507,  2579;  ad  rep.,  745> 

Commission,  Work  of,  Budget,  2586 
Tobacco  Duties,  ad;.,  4243 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Agricultural,  Horticultural,  and  Viticultural 

Machinery  and  Implements,  n.e.i.,  6558 
Aifiiculturai,  Horticultural  and  Viticultural 

Machinery,  6590;  eptu.  reg.,  10661 
Ale,  Porter,  and  other  Beer,  4137 
Blankets,  corns,  reg.,  11534 
Candles,  4947,  49.^4 

Cardboard  and  Pasteboard,  7235,  7236 
Casks,  Barrels,  ftc,  7133 
China  and  Porcelain,  6900 
Corks,  7380 

Curtains  and  Blinds,  com.  req.,  11440 
Cyanide  of  Potassium,  6978 
Earthenware,  6902,  6904 
Electrical    Machinery,    6804;    eons,  feg-i 

10740,  10743.  "444.  "450 
Engines,  6715,  6718 
Explosives,  7382,  7383,  7387 
FusCj  6382-3 

Glucose,  4623,  4625,  4626 

Hay  and  Chaff,  5365 

Iron  and  Steel,  6841.  6844 

Iron,  Plate  and  Sheet,  6535,  6544 


Frazer,  Mr.  C.  E, — continued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued* 

Lamps  and  Lampwarc,  6043,  6044 

Lead,  Sheet  and  Piping,  6050 

Machinery,  &c.,  6743 

Machinery  and  Parts  thereof,  6107 

Mining  Engines,  &c,,  6776,  6797,  6798 

Motive  Power  Machinery  and  Appliances 
(except  electric),  6664,  6672;  cons,  reg., 
10675,  10676,  106S4,  1 1 534,  11535 

Oils,  6861,  6868;  cons,  req.,  108S3 
'  Paper,  Surface  Coated,  7239 

Pianos,  7340.  7356 

Printing  and  Stencilling  Inks,  7353 

Pulley  Blocks,  cons,  req.,  idS&K 

Rails,  &c.,  6819,  6833 

Rebate  for  Home  Consumption,  cons,  req., 

11198,  11208 
Roasting   Dishes,  6910,  691 1 ;   eons,  req., 

10904,  I 1558 
Rock  Boring  Machines,  cont.  ref.,  10731 
Rock  Drills,  cons,  req.,  10722 
Rubber  Manufactures,  7160 
Scientific  Apparatus,  6900 
Timber  (p-o..  7096);  cons,  req.,  11149,  11^53 
Tobacco,  unmanufactured,  D-e.i,,  4284 
Tool  Handles,  7133 
Vehicles,  7290 

Weighing  Machines,  6630,  6632 

Wire  Cloth,  &c.,  ad.  rep.,  7450 
(See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise) ; 

Glucose,  4640 

Starch,  5C54 
Tobacco  Industry,  Nationalvcation  of,  1075a 
Western    Australia :    Survey    of  North<w«st 

Coast,  q.,  2450 

Fuller,  Hon.  O.  W.,  lUawarra  : 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  com. 

(definition),  9133;  (burden  of  proof),  9206 
Bounties    Bill,   adj.,   648;    2R.,   818;  ccm. 

(schedule),  (olives)  1065,  tn3,  (coffee)  1216; 

recom.  (specification  of  bounties],  1381 
Budget,  3314 

Cdstoms  Tariff  Bill,  recom.,  10815;  cons.  req. 

(scientific  apparatus),  1090S-9;  (oils),  ioq<j3, 

itiii  ;  (timber),  iiia8 
Federal  Capital,  supply,  i88o;  q.,  976B,  10965 
Immigration,  Land,  q.,  10878 
Land  Tax,  Progressive,  q.,  10878 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2R.,  6269; 

com.    (authority   to   pay   bounties),  12168, 

12173;  (schedule),  12178 
Mail  Steamers  :    Cold  Storage  on,  *idj.,  606 
New  Protection,  q.,  4300 
Northern  Territory.  9.%  158 
Parliament,  Reflections  on,  obs.,  10993,  iiiit 
Patents  Applications,  m.,  12200 
Patent' Medicines  and  Secret  Drugs,  adj.,  f.o.. 

Postal  and  Telegraphic  : 
Administration,  q.,  10874 
Letter  Box,  Wollongong,  q.,  13041-3 
Sweating  in  Country  Offices,  q.*  ^339 
Telephone  Communication,  Sydney  to  Wol- 
longong, q.,  8939 
Supply  Bill  (No.  a),  ad.  rep.,  1880 
Sydney -Wool  Ion  gong  Telephone  Line,  q.,  7249 
Tariff    Commission,    expi.,    897,    2312 ;  adj., 

1678;  q.,  1716,  1748;  ex^.,  2561 
Tariff  :  m.,  2115 

Imports,  Valtfj  o|^J^u<^^0<f4ei7O7 
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Fuller,  Hon.  G.  "^.—eontinued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Costocu) : 
Apparel  and  Attire^  5601 
Blue,  4781,  478a 
Blankets,  5720 
Candles,  4933,  495r 
Com  Flour,  5354 

Cylinders  for    Anhydrous  Ammonia,  &c.. 

Hats,  Caps,  and  Bonnets,  5960,  5064,  ?q7o 

Hay  and  Chaff,  5419,  5437.;  «■» 

Iron,  Plate  and  Sheet,  6538 

Meat  (preserved  by  cold  process),  5457 

Motive  Power  Machinery   and  Appliancei, 

6634.  6659,  6672 
Nails,  6604,  (f.o.,  6611),  6613  6619 
Oils,  eons,  req.,  10993,  ittii 
Paraffine  Wax,  513^,  5147' 
Piece  Goods,  5805,  ^830 
Scientific  Apparatus,  eons,  req.^  10908-9 
Socks  and  Stockings,  15932,  5934,  5935 
Steam  Road  Rollers,  6700 
Timber,  7064,  7095;  cons,  req.,  iiiaS 
Traction  and  Portable  Engines,  6678,  6703 
Weighing  Machines,  6628 
Wire  Netting,  4413,  44*4 

Fysh,  Hon.  Sir  P.  O.,  K.O.H.O.,  Denison: 
Budget,  3967 

Commonwealth,  Prosperity  of,  Budget,  3970 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons,  req.,  f.o.,  10503; 

(Hats  and  Caps),  10582,  10587.    (See  Tariff 

Resolutions,  Customs.) 
Departmental  Expenditure,  Budget,  3972 
Federal  Finance,  Budget,  2971 
Government,    Financial  Policy    of,  Budget, 

mi 

High  Commiuioner,  Budget,  2973 

Immigration,  Budget,  2973 

Land  Taxation,  Budget,  2976 

London  Offices  of  Commonwealth,  suffly,  3656 

Old-age  Pensions,  Budget,  3971 

Oversea  Trade,  Budget,  2970 

Penny  Postage,  Budget,  2973 

States  Debts,  Budget,  aiyjy 

Supply  : 

Works   and    Buildings   (External  Affairs), 
3656 

Surplus  Revenue,  Distribution  of,  q.,  1046a 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2B.,  11803 
Tariff,  m.,  2967 

Amendment  of  {f-O.,  10503) 

Comm  i  ssion ,  Work  of ,  Bud get,  2967 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Ale,  Porter,  and  other  Beer,  3997 

Apparel  and  Attire,  5604 

Hats,  Caps,  and  Boimets,  5963,  5971;  eoiu. 
req.,  1058a,  10587 

-Piece  Goods,  ^18,  ^852,  5919 

Stearine  and  ParaS^ne,  5137 

Waddings,  ftc,  5928 
(See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tasmanian  Mail  Service,  q.,  11791 
White  Australia  Policy,  Budget,  2969,  3975 


Oi«nB,  Sttnator  T.,  Queensland: 

Address-in-Reply.  m..  267 
Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  rr333 
American  Fleet,  g.,  11470 

Appropriation  Bill,  com.,  (Parliameot)  10385, 
(External  Affairs)  10292,  10296,  10301,  (De- 
fence) 103S3;  3E.,  10392 

Australia,  Advertising,  q.,  11303 

Bills  of  Exchance  Bill,  torn,  (applicatim  of 
State  laws),  674,  678,  15S8,  1969,  1973; 
(protection  of  banker  paying  fraudulently 
altered  cheque),  751,  2064,  2197,  2207; 
(protest  when  notary  not  accessible),  759, 
763;  recom.t  2417;  (First  Schedule),  aasj, 
3384,  recant.,  (State  Stamp  Duty),  uBii 
2390;  (post  dated  cheque),  2297 

Bounties  Bill,  3K.,  3537,  (schedule),  (ootboo), 
3960 

Business:  Conduct  of,  ad;.,  485,  585,  171a 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  2K.,  latao 
Commonwealth  and  States,    Financial  Rela- 
tions of,  address,  291 
Customs  Tariff  Amendment  Bill,  com.  (ratCs  of 

duty),  laio^ 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  re^om.,  11 684  ;  Schedule: 
Apparel  and  Attire,  8197,  S210,  8ait 
Apparel  and  Attire,  n.e.i.,  8211,  8212,  8216 
Articles   made    of    Aluminium,   &c.,  eemt. 

req.,  10940 
Bavonets,  Swords,  &c.,  8349 
Blacks,  &c.,  8474,  8476 
Bottle  Stoppers,  n.e.i.,  8496 
Buggy  Shafts,  9641 
Carpets,  cons,  req.,  10925 
Ceramic  Transfers,  980G 
Combs,  9653 
Fanc^  Goods,  9651,  9652 
Fishing  and  Raboit  Nets,  &c.,  9918 
Glass,  8494 

Globes,  Geographical,  &c.,  9813 
Gloves,  cons,  req.,  10928,  10929,  10931,11^92 
Liquid  Removers  of   Paint   and  Vanua^ 
8472 

Motive    Power    Machinery   and  Appliances, 
cons,  req.,  10939 

Oils,  838S,  8390,  839s 

Paints  and  Colours,  845S 
Paper,  9762,  9799,  qSoo 
Pianos,  9898 

Piece  Goods,  S139,  8160,  8185,  8189 

Rails,  cons,  req.,  10951,  10956 

Scientific   Apparatus,  8495 

Socks  and  Stockings,  S340,  8346 

Spectacles  and  Spectacle  Frnmcs,  9658 

Steel  Wheels,  cons,  req.,  10961 

Timber,  9434,  9556,  9560,  9^63;  eons,  req., 
11242,  11256,  11304,  11306,  11308,  11600 

Tobacco,  unmanufactured,  eons,  req.,  10843 

Tool  Handles,  9634,  9635,  9638 

Trimmings  and  Ornaments,  n.e.i.,  for  At- 
tire, 8348,  8349 

Waddings  and  Cotton  Wool,  8328 

Wirker,  Bamboo,  and  Cane,  9569 

Yams,  9933 
Defence ; 

Expenditure,  address,  386 

Instructional   Staff,  snfflv,  10383-4 
Division  List,  Error  in,  ex^.,  0^6 
Electoral  Act  :  Interference  with  Voters, 

3448 

Excise  Tariff  (Agricalturat  Machinery)  Act, 
High  Commissioner,  suffly,  10293' 


July  S,  2907,  to  Jum  S,  1908. 


GiTens,  Senator  T. — continued. 

Income  Tax,  Paymeot  t>y  Federal  OSicers,  ad- 
dress, 383 

Income  Tax,  Victoria,  m.,  1276;  p.o.,  1275 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  2K.,  12017 
Judiciary  Bill,  sK.,  865;  com.  {appellate  juris- 

diction),  948 
Kalgoorlie  to  Fori  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,    aR.,    1 132,    com.   (sKoit  title),  1377, 

(power  to  survey  route)  r48o 
Land  Monopoly,  address,  288 
L>and  Tax,  addrest,  2qo 
Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  address,  aSa 
Navigation  Bill,  q.,  aiz 
New  Protection,  suffly,  6339,  6340 
Northern  Territory,  address,  282 
Old-age  Pensions,  address,  276,  285 
Paper,  Printing  of,  m.,   132,   157,  746 
Papua  : 

Administration  of,  suffly,  10296,  10301 

Appointment  of  Administrator,  g.,  11678; 
adj.,  11698 

Native  Labour,  adj.,  11699 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  2R.,  2112 
Parliamentary   Papers  Bill,  com.,   (no  action 

for  libel),  12136 
Penny  Postiige,  address,  ago 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  l 

Administration,  suffly.  10392 

Sydney  to  Melbourne  Telephone,  q.,  11219, 
10829-30 

Printing  Committee,  m.,  1566;  ad,  ref.,  8226 
Quarantine  Bill,  com.  (ports  of  entry)  \f-0., 

5991);  (persons  may  be  vaccinated),' 6224 
Registered  Letter,  Delayed  Delivery  of, 

8156;  q.,  9735-i  suffly,  10392 
Senate  : 

Adjournment  ol,  m., 

Leave  of  Absence,  m.,  6299 

Rights  of,  obs.,  116S4 

Usher  of  Black  Rod,  suffly,  10285 
Statistics,  Printing  of,  f.,  1131 
Sugar  Industry  : 

Position  in  Queensland,  address^  268,  378; 
suffly,  6340 

Wages  in  Plantations,  q.,  11382,  11471 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  tern,  (issue  and  appU* 

cation),  iqjq 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  IK.,  6338 
Surplus  Balances,  q.,  353 
Tariff  Revision,  address,  375 
Women's    National    League    of  Australia, 

mf^y^  6339 

Olynn,  Hon.  P.  HoM.,  Angai: 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  com. 
(burden  of  proof),  9195;  (persons  to  answer 
questions  and  produce  documents),  9214 

Bankruptcy  Bill,  q.,  4086 

Br  unties  Bill.  2R.,  802;  com.  (appropriation), 
1005;  (specification  of  bounties),  1058,  1059.: 
(conditions  of  bounty),  1061  j  (regulations), 
1061;  (schedule),  1063,  1073;  (fish),  130^; 
(second  schedule),  1^19;  recom.  (appropria- 
tion), 1380;  (specification  of  bounties),  1382, 
1387,  1388;  (regulations),  1392 

Budget,  2396 

Cattle,  Argentine,  q..  5911 

Chairman  of  Committees,  sufplv.  84:  m., 

Commonwealth  Sal:iries  Bill,  2R.,  3867;  com, 

(taxation     bv     States     of  Commonwealth 

salaries).  ^^886.  1888.  3892 
<'oni  and  Flour  Sacks,  q.,  10610.  i07e2 


lyim,  Hon.  P.  Mc&l. — continued. 
Customs  Entries,   Adelaide,  q.,   4085,  9580, 
10703 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eons,  rea,,  (Sago  and 
Tapioca)  104971  (Apparel  ana  Atiire)  10569, 
(Bags  and  Sacks),  f.o.,  10571,  (Hats  and 
Caps)  10602,  (Arms)  10657,  (Agricultural 
Machinery  and  Implements)  10663,  (Rock 
Boring  Machines)  f.o.,  10733,  (Electrical 
Machines)  f.o.,  10735,  i°74<i  (Locks),  10794, 
(Oils)  108S5,  10982,  (Timber)  iioai,  (Stained 
Glass  Windows)  11183,  i»i8g.  [See  Tariff 
Resolutions  (Customs).) 

Defence  Policy,  suffly,  3598 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 
28.,  6373;  com.  (pending  petitions),  0(71), 
63S6;  (qualifications  and  vacancies),  6387 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Admissibility  of  Amend- 
ment (Tariff  Resolutions),  m.,  jog^ 

Electoral  Rolls,  q.,  11327 

Excise  Duties,  q.,  1715 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  2R.,  7484;  eom,  (em 
ployment  of  counsel),  7488 

Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act, 
q.,  59091  6230.  7295;  adj.,  636a 

Excise  Tariff  (Spirits)  Act,  q.,  4648 

External  Trade,  Budget,  2398 

Federal  Capital,  adj.,  304.  (See  Seat  of  Go- 
vernment Bill.) 

Federal   Finance,  Budget,  2396;  3398 

Federal  Officers  and  State  Income  Tax,  q,, 
"327 

Fire  Insurance  Bill,  211.,  1616 

Honorary    Ministers,    Official    Expenses  of, 

suffly,  tM86 
Immigration,  suffly,  9597,  9600 
Imperial  Conference,  Report,  m.,  769 
Judiciary  Bill,  2R.,  3774;  eom.  (exclusive  juris- 
diction of  High  Court),  3792,  3793 ;  (cause* 

pending),  37q4 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Act,  q.,  7112,  9191 
Kalcoorlie  to   Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  m.,  614,  640  J  com.  (power  to  survey 

route),  738,  739 
London  Docks,  q.,  6736,  9684 
London   Offices   of   Commonwealth,  suffly, 

3631  ;       5208,  5209 
Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  q^,  404 
Mining  Industry,  Budget.  2400 
New  Protection,   q,,  3268,  3302,   3421,  4648; 

suffly  (#-f-)>  33»9>  ways  and  means,  5697 
Northern  Territory,  q.,  158,  1280,  7113 
Pairs,  exfl.,  6794 
Paper,  Printing  of,  760 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  m.,  1904;  as., 

1981 

Parliamentary  Elections,  Reimbursement,  suf- 
fly, 11216 

Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  2K.,  3898;  com., 

(refusal  to  answer  questions],  12069 
Patent  Medicines,  q.,  879 ;  adj.,  886 
Petition,  Signatures,  obs,,  3410,  3413 
Pianos,   Exhibit  in    Parliament    House,  q., 
7114 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 

Expenditure  in  South   Australia,   q.,  11626 
Post  and  Telegraph  Act,  q.,  4958 
Preferential  Trade,  g..  tioo,  694 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4959,  4967,  4968, 

4969,  4970.  S071 
Privilege,   Select   Committee   on.  Proced""* 

md.  ref,,  iao5>i 
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Glynn,  Hon.  P.  McM. — continued. 

Quarantine  Bill,  aK..  525;  com.  (commencc- 
meat),  1417;  (scope  of  quarantme),  1421, 
1465 ;  ( interpretation ),  1541 ;  (ports  of  en- 
try), 1550,  1560,  1563;  (exemptions),  r6i9; 
(disinfected  apparatus),  1619 ;  (master  to 
notify  outbrealc  of  disease),  1717;  (exam, 
ination  of  imported  animals),  1733,  17:19, 
1755,  1766;  (persons  to  be  vacciaated), 
1734;  (State  laws  and  regulations),  1768, 
1774;  eons,  amdts.,  8953 

Rabbit  Virus,  i-.JM 

Railway  Rates,  Differential,  12039 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  647.  {See  Fede- 
ral Capital.) 

Senate  :  Vacancy  in  South  Australia,  £.»  404 

Sugar  Bounty,  Budget^  2397 

Supply : 

External  Affairs  {Administrative),  9486;  (Mis- 
cellaneous), 9597 
Parliament  (Senate),  iiat6 
■Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  33.^3; 
(Defence),  3598;  (External  Affairs),  3631 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  as.,  11798 
Tariff ;  m.,  3396;  ad.  fef.,  7451 
Committee's  Decisioni,  CirculatioD  of,  7., 
681 1 

Customs  Duties,  Duplication  of,  q.,  6674 
Excess  Duty,  Refund  of,  q.,  2889,  3997 
Goods  m  Transit,  duties  on,  q.,  1747 
Imports,  clearance  of,  q.,  1868 
Increased  Duties :  Requests  by  Senate,  ebi.t 

10569,  10603 
Items,  Consideration  of,  q.,  3587 
Kerosene,  Duty  on,  g.,  3563 
Magazines,  Duty  on,  q.,  331a,  3565,  3431 
Petition,  m.,  3410,  3413 
Printing  Paper,  Duty  on,  q.,  3791 
Revenue,  supfly,  333a 

Seixuie  by  New  South  Wales  Government 
of  uncustomed  goods,  f.,  siau,  3333 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Agricultural,  Horticultural,  and  Viticultural 
Machinery  and  Implements,  cons,  req., 
10663 

Ale,   Porter  and   other   Beer,  4009,  4119 

(^.tf.,  4121) 
Apparel  and  Attire,  n.e.i.,  5638,  5633;  tons. 

req.,  1056^ 
Arms,  com.  req.t  10657 
Bags  and  Sacks,  eons  req.,  \t.o.,  10571) 
Bananas,  5338 
Biscuits,  4778 
Blankets,  5718 
Bicycles,  7374,  7381 
Bottles,  a.e.i.,  6943,  6947 

Candles,  4874.  4059i  5*7' 
Carbide  of  Calcium,  6971 
Chairs,  7001,  7010 
China  and  Porcelain,  6901 
Cigarettes,  4304 
Con(ien*pd  Milk,  ^515 
Cvcle  Parts,  Plateii,  7383 
Earthenware,  6904 

Electrical  Machines,  eons,  req.,  {fo.,  10735, 

J0741) 
Engines  {f.o.,  6700) 
Glass,  6qi4,  6915,  69ai 
Glue,  6953 

Hats  and  Caps,  eons,  req.,  10603 
Hay  and  Chaff,  5364.  5439  (#.«.,  544*1 
I^Acks,  eons,  req.,  10794 
Hnchinerv    and    Machines    and  Machine 
Tools,  67^5 


Glynn,  Hon.  F.  McM. — continued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 
Manufactures  of  Metal,  6746 
Manures,  7364 
Matches,  ^53 
Musical  rnstrumentXt  7358 
Oils,  eons.  req.  {f.o.  icms),  10983 
P«l.  5334 

Pianos,  7330,  7346,  7353 
Piece  Goods,  5811,  5853 
Rails,  &c.,  6814 
Roasting  Dishes,  691 1 

Rr-ck  Horing  Machiues,  cons,    req.,  {f.o.^ 

J0733) 
Saccharine,  6974,  6976 
Sago  and  Tapioca,  cons,  req.,  10497 
Salt,  Gypsum  and  Manare  Bags,  ad.  ref.^ 

7451;  eons,  req.,  (#.«.,  10571) 
Sausage  Casings,  5460 
Spirits,  4136 

Stained  Glass  Windows,  6910;  eons,  reg.^ 

11183,  11189 
State  Imports,  74a3-33 
Sugar,  4635,  4644,  475» 
Timber,  7037,  7080,  7084,  7086  j  eons,  req., 

itoai 

Tobacco,  Manufactured,  &.e.i.,  4206,  4301,. 

(unmanufactured),  4303 
Tvpe,  Printers',  6755 
Vehicles,  7387 

Wine,  n.e.i.,  4141,  4143 
Wire  Netting,  4544:  (;»"■.  4574i  4577) 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise) : 
Glucose,  4643 

Tobacco,  Manufiictured,  f.o.,  4305 
Telegraph  Messengers,  ways  and  means,  5697 
Telephone  Guarantees,  q.,  4749 
Transcontinental  Railway,  q.,  711a,  9191 
Transferred  Officers*  Rights,  q.,  11360 
Wire  Netting,  q.,  1974 

Oould,  Senator  I<t.-Ool.  Ron.  A.  J.,  Xtw 

South  Waiea: 

Appropriation  Bill,  com.,  schedule :  The  Par- 
liament, 10385-6-7 

Australiaa  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  aB., 
4611 ;  com,  (power  of  Comptroller-General 
to  question,  &c.),  5099 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  3K.,  665 ;  com.  (appli- 
cation of  State  laws),  67a,  678;  (protection 
of  banker),  757,  3065,  3307;  (presentment 
of  cheque),  3058:  reeom.^  new  clause,  (Stale- 
Stamp  Duty),  3395 

Bounties  Bill,  com.,  new  clause  (supply  of  in- 
formation bv  applicant),  2784;  reeem..  First 
Schedule  (tobacco),  4898 

Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  eem.  (Taxatiov 
by  States),  1047 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eom.,  Sdhedule : 
Blue,  7686 

Engines,  Mine  Ventilating  Fans,  8690 

Glass,  8486,  8493 

Hay  and   Chaff,  7943 

Motive  Power  Machinery,  8634,  8658 

Oilmen's  Stores,  8049 

Oils,  8435 

Spices,  8099 

®«"^i?3i*"^^^^^^^^^S*^  ""^ 
Wire  Netting,  91^3-8 
First  President  of  the  Senate,  sa.,  336S 


JtUy  3, 1907,  to  June  6,  1908. 


Could.  Senator  Lt.-Col.  Hon.  A.  J. — continued. 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  eem.  (per- 
•oni  disqnaltfiet^,  laoaS. 

Pair  Book,  Entries  in,  m.,  3504 

Parliament :  Electric  Bells,  supply,  5881 ; 
Gardens,  supply,  5882 ;  Accommodation  for 
Senators,  supply,  898a ;  Clerk  of  the  Par- 
liaments :  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod,  supply, 
10285-6-7 

Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  com.  (no  action 
for  publishin);  Parliamentary  Papers),  lana 

Preudent,  Rights  of  Debate  of  tbe,  ffis.,  665, 
668 

Quarantine    Bill,    com.    (arrangements  with 

State   Governments :    stations,   &c.),  5312; 

(powers  of  Commonweal  lb),  5334,  5397 
Supj)ly  Bill   (No.  3),  com..   Schedule  :  The 

Parliament,  «88l-2 
Supply  Bill  (No.   5),  com..  Schedule :  The 

Parliament,  8982 

See  Pbxsidlnt,  The  (Subjaota) 

Oray,  Sanator  J.  Ph  New  South  Walet: 
Additional   Appropriation   Bill,   >907-8,  11., 
"515 

Additional  Appropriation  (Works  and  Build- 
ings) Bill  1907-8,  com.,  schedule  (Home 
Affun),  ri696 

AddTCSs-in-Keply,  m.,  370 

Adjournment,  Special :  Women's  Work  Exhi- 
bition, m.,  4894 

Advertisiog  Australia  :  Standard  Supplement, 
q.,  uaiS,  1130a 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill, 
2B.,  3901 ;  com.,  schedule  (Defence),  4061 

Assasunation  of  King  of  Portugal,  ^.0.,  7795 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  BUI,  eem. 
(power  of  Comptroller-General  to  question, 
&c.),  5035 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.  (application  of 

State  laws),  676,  679;  recom.,  new  clause, 

(post-dated  cheque],  2298 
Bounties  ^ill,  2R.,  2419;  com.,  first  schedule 

(copra),  3398;  (tobacco),  4172,  4261;  recom., 

first  schedule  (tobacco),  4901 ;  adj.,  6353 
British   Party   Politics :   Australian  inierler- 

ence,  address,  yja 
Business,  Conduct  of,  adj.,  487;  order  of, 

10919,  11379-80 
Coal  Combine,  adj.,  3700 
Customs  Certificates:  British  Goods,  m.,  1964 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  com..  Despatch  of  Busi- 
ness, f.o..  7904;  Schedule; 

Agricultural,   &c.,   Machinery  and  Impte- 
mentf,  8578 

Ammonia,  &c<,  9344.!  9>45 

Arrowroot,  7954 

Bananas,  7803 

Biscuits,  7677 

Blankets,  &c.,  8238 

Bottles,  8501 -a 

Carbide  of  Calcium,  9265-7 

Carpets,  ftc.,  8274 

Coir  Mats,  &c.,  8276 

Confectionery,  7731 

Cornflour,  7912 

Engines,  8678 

Electrical  Machines,  &c.,  8875 ;  t«n$.  reg., 
10946 

Fire  Extinguishers,  8773 
Fiah,  7807  _ 
Fruits,  Dried,  7833 


Gray,  Senator  J.  V .—eontinued. 
Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule)— »it/ii»ff(;. 
Furniture,  9379 
Galvanized  Iron,  ftc.j  8564 
Glue,  ftc,  8512 
Hats,  ftc,  8317 

Hay  and  Cbaff,  7037 ;  cons,  reg.^  10860 
Herbs,  Dried,  7883-4 
Hogsheads,  second-hand,  9648 
Ipsecticides,  Sheep-washes,  &c.,  9283,  9290 
Locks,  9176 

Locomotives,  Traction  Engines,  &c-,  8663 
Malt  Extract,  7960 

Manufactures  of  Metal,  n.e.i.,  8737,  8752, 

8760 
Matches,  7970 
Meats,  ftc,  8012,  8017 
Milk,  8022 

Mine  Ventilating  Fans,  8678 

Motive  Power  Machinery,  8637;  {p.o.,  8651) 

Musical  Instruments,  9833. 

Mustard,  8031 

Mustard  Seed,  8029 

Nuts,  8033-9 

Oilmen's  Stores,  8043 

Oils,  ^7-9,  Ss^i  cons,  req.,  11225 

OnionsT  7884 

Paper,  ftc,  9761;  patterns,  9809 
Pianos,  98M,  9841.  9893-9 
Piece  Goods,  8131 
Potatoes,  7888 

Printing  Roller  Composition,  8521-4 
Rails,  &c.,  9064 
Rice,  8oSa 

Sheep  Shearing  Machines,  8596 

Spectacles,  ftc,  9660 

Stripper  Harvesters,  8582 

Tallow,  ftc,  8376-7,  8381 

Tea,  8108,  8116 

Timber,  9549 

Tool  Handles,  ftc,  9638 

Type,  &c.,  8770 

Vegetables,  7873 

Weighing  Machines,  &c-,  8620 

Wicker,  ftc,  9570 

Wood,  articles  of,  n.e.i.,  9578 
Days  and  Hours  of  Meeting,  m.,  8077 
Defence : 

Ammunition  Waggons,  supply,  4061 

Compulsory  Service,  address,  374 

Lithgow  ;  Land  for  Small  Arms  Factory, 
supply,  11696 

Military  Training  Colleges,  lup^y,  11516 

Naval  Agreement,  addrtu,  374 
Defence  Bill,  aa.,  5679 

Dissent  from  Ruling :  Admissibility  of  Re- 
quest (Customs  Tariff  Bill),  m.,  8651 

Dissent  from  Ruling :  Right  of  Reply  to 
Ministerial  Statement  (Customs  Tariff  Bill), 

IB.,  7904 

Federal  Capital,  address,  375 

Finance,  Commoowealtb  and   State,  supply, 

3901,  I 151 5 
Imperial  Conference,  address,  370 
Industrial  Conditions,  address,  370,  37a 
Kaleoorlie   to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  address,  375;  aR.,  1159 
London    Offices   of   Commonwealth,  supply. 

Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  addre^yQ^ 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  620^ 
Maitland  Coal    Miners :  Postmaster-GenerH* 
adj.,  8362 


Index  to  J^ieeehea. 


Gray,  Senator  J.  F.—et>ntinued. 

Korthem  Teiritory,  address,  374;  g.,  8699 
Ol^cers  CompeosatioD  BUI,  aS.,  10055; 

[payments),  10059 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 
Disorganization :    Committee    of  Inquiiyi 
'"^J-  953 » 

Sydney  General  Post  Office  :  Undermao* 
ning,  g.,  6396;  supply,  6308 

Preferential  Trade,  address.  371 ;  g.,  11468 

Public  Servants:  Tariff,  3464 

Public  Service  :  Commission  of  Inquiry* 
supply,  8922 

Quarantine  Bill,  com.  (powers  of  Common- 
wealth), 5668 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2I,  com.  (application),  1946 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  IK.,  6308 

Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  iB.,  8923 

Telephone  Connexion  :  Riverina,  g-,  9742, 
9892 

1  obacco  Combine  :  Tariff,  f.o.,  3035 ;  cd/., 
2042;  g.,  ao68,  3684,  4706 

Oroom,  Hon.  Ii.  E.,  Darling  Dotcns  : 

Amending  Bills,  12039 
AusUalian  Industries  Preservati^  Bill,  aR., 
8960,  9136;  com.  Idefinitioo),  ^o;  (amend- 
ment  of  Principal  Act),  Qr32;  (burden  of 
proof),  9133,  9211;  (power  of  Comptroller- 
General  to  question,  &c.),  9215-6-7,  9227-9, 
9233-4 ;  reeom.  (power  of  Comptroller- 
General  to  question,  Stc),  9391-a;  m.s.o.^ 
9481;  3a.,  9595;  g.,  10524 
Bankruptcy  Bill,  q.,  10S8,  1089,  uSi,  4086 
Barristera'  Combine,  Alleged,  q.,  6729,  10082 
Ilountiei  Bill,  aK.,  775;  com.  (appropriation), 
999,  looi;  1056;  com.  (specification  of 
bounties),  1058,  1060;  (reguUtioni),  1062; 
first  schedule,  1064,  1065,  1068;  (N.Z.  flai), 
1090;  (flax  and  hemp),  109a;  (jute),  1092; 
(mohair),  1094;  (copra),  1105;  (cotton  seed), 
1107;  (olivesl,  iiai;  (palm  fruit),  1182; 
(peanuts),  1185;  (sunflower  seed),  1186; 
(rice),  1188,  1197;  (coffee),  1202;  (tobacco), 
1220,  1225,  ia26.  1227;  (preserved  fish),  1394* 
1301,  130a;  (dried  fruits).  1310;  t3ii< 
4;  (dried  fruits),  1316;  (combed  tops),  1319; 
second  schedule,  13191  1320,  ijaa ; 
retom.,  1378;  (appropriation),  1380;  (speci* 
Bcation  of  bounties),  1381,  1382,  1383, 
1386,  1388;  (conditions  of  bounty),  1389; 
(regulations),  1389,  1391 ;  g.,  54*5 » 
amdfs.,  6401.2-3^.5,  6439 
Bounties :  Expert  Committee's  Report*  adj.t 
648 

Citizens'  Life  Assurance  Compainr,  g,,  laaoo 
Coal   Miners :    Conciliation   aod  Arbitration 

Act.,  g.,  2233 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  zS.,  3862,  3879; 

com.  (Taxation  by  States),  1883,  3886,  3888, 

^389;.  389s.  3897;  3897 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Act,  €xpl.,  3589; 
4927 

Constitution,  questions  iDvoIvtng  interpretation 

of  the,  obs.,  1181 
Consumption :    Prohibited   Immigrants,  adj., 
1683;  g.,  2314 
vrigbt  Bill,  g.,  5130 
ms  Administration ; 
xution  :  Adelaide*  g„  9089,  9090;  adj., 

f  Prisoners,  supply,  9727 


Groom,  Hon.  L.  E. — continued. 
Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill,  g., 

6131;    2B.,  6370;  com*  (pending  petitions, 

6378-9,  6382 ;  (qualificatbns  and  vacanciesf, 

6387;  new  clause  (payment  of  cosUI 

638S;  m.s.o.,  6389 
Electoral    Law,    infraction   of,    at  Barwo^ 

Corio,  q.,  194 
Estimates,  Additional,  supply,  11365 
Excise  Procedure  Bill,  ait.,  6056;  (o- 

elusion  of  lawyer^  74S8 
Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act, 

4926 

High  Court,  Authority  of,  g.,  9388;  TraveUag 
Expenses,  supply,  9727;  SO.  O'Halloran'i 
Services,  sup^y,  9728,  973a 

High  Court  Cases :  Commonwealth  Costs,  g., 
11742 

Imports,  Taxation  of  State,  supply,  6291 
Income  Tax  t  Webb  v.  Outtrim  judgment,  f., 

773;  petitions  to  Privy  Council,  g..  68ti 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  aa.,  irgaaj 
com.  (deputy  Commissioners),  11963;  (who 
may  receive  pensions),  11966;  (persons  dis- 
,  qualified),  11970-3;  (necessary  conditions), 
V974-,5»  (occasional  short  absences),  11977; 
(invalid  pensions  :  commencemeut),  11978; 
(persons  disqualified),  119^8;  (limit  of  pen- 
sion), 11979;  (pension  claim),  11979;  (refer- 
ence to  magistrate),  11979;  (investigate  by 
magistrate),  rioSo;  (appeal  or  fresh  en- 
dence),  II980;  (ascert.ilnmenl  of  prn^iuD  fot 
subsequent  years),  11981;  f.,  12038 
Judiciary  Bill,  aa.,  3749;  w.,  3765;  com. 
(exclusive  jurisdicttoo  of  High  Court),  37q3; 
new  clause  (causes  pending),  3795  j  31., 
3855 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augnsta  Railway  Snrvcj 

Bill,  int.,  559,  606;  ai.,  718;  744; 

cons,  amdt.,  2017 

Leave  of  Absence  to  Members,  nr.,  7491 
Life  Assurance  Legislation,  q.,  12300 
Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  g.,  4279 
Marine  Insurance  Bill,  int.,  4959 
Meteorology  :  Forecasts,  g.,  9480 
New  South  Wales  Government :    Seizure  of 

Wire  Netting,  supply,  6291J  judgment  of 

High  Court,  q.,  11742 

Papua  Bill,  aR.,  1414 

Papua :  Purchase  of  Conflict  Group,  f..  7248 

Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  com.  (com- 
mencement), aoo9 

Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  al.,  11671;  com. 
(publication  of  parliamentary  papers), 
11672;  (no  action  for  libel  for  publishing 
copies,  &c.),  11675;  oew  clause  (authority  to 
publish),  11675;  recom.  (no  action  for  pub- 
lishing parliamentary  papcrsj,  11780;  cont. 
amdt.,  13198 

Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  as..  3897;  com. 
(short  title),  11780;  (preventing  witnesses 
from  giving  evidence),  11783^,  10066; 
(penalty  for  refusing  to  answer  questions), 
12069,  12071-5 

Photographic  Materials  Trust,  g.,  11050 
Privilege :   Select   Committee  on  Ptocednre  , 

ad.  reps.,  12048 
Public  Service:  ^  ( 
Temporary  Assistance,  iM/t^^,  14^5 
Transferred  OfiScers'  Rights,  g.,  11360 
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Groom,  Hon.  L.  E. — continued. 

Quara&tme  Bill,  an.,  541 ;  com.  (exemptloa  of 
vesseli  and  goods),  1619;  (disinfecting  ap- 
paratus on  vessels),  1619;  (fumigation  of 
vessels  to  destroy  vermin),  1630;  (vessels  to 
enter  first  port  of  entry),  1622;  (master  to 
notify  outbreak  of  disease),  1624,  1717 ; 
(quarantine  surveillance),  1718;  (order  to 
perform  quarantine),  1720;  (performance  of 
quarantine  by  vessel),  1731 ;  (release  from 
quarantine),  1721  ;  (animals  or  plants  to  be 
landed  at  declared  ports),  1722;  (examination 
of  imported  animals),  172a,  1734,  174a,  1753, 
1759,  1764,  1766;  (j>ower  to  destroy  diteated 
animals),  1725,  1730;  (power  to  destroy  dis- 
eased plants),  1730;  (importing  contrary  10 
proclamation),  1732-3;  (inquiries  by  quaran- 
tine officer),  1733;  (vaccination  of  quaran< 
tincd  persons),  1733,  1740,  1741 ;  (entering 
other  than  first  port  of  entry,  having  dis- 
ease on  board),  1741 ;  new  clause  (repeal  of 
State  laws),  1767,  1773,  1774 

Railway  Rates,  Differential,  12030 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  int.,  647;  Xi.,  10321 

Senate  Election :  South  Australia,  3.,  404 ; 
sufflj,  8858 

State  Export  Subsidies,  q.,  1181 

State  Officers  :  Compensation  for  Common- 
wealtb  Work,  suffly,  9728,  973a ;  q.,  10078 

Supply  : 

Attomey-General  (Secretary's  Office), 
9725-6-7,  1136^;  (Crown  Solicitor's  Office), 
9727:  (High  Cowtt),  9727-8,  9732 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  cam,,  Attorney. General  : 
(State  Importations),  6291 

Supply  Bill  (No.  s).  '■«'•.  8858 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2R.,  11724;  'Pay- 
ments (o  Trust  Accounts),  11S62 

Tariff,  adj.,  ifA^ 
Kerosene  duties :  Refunds,  q.,  7299 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 
Vehicles,  7289 

Waipole,  Mr.  R.  S.,  statements  by,  11018 

Ottthria,  Senator  R.  S.,  South  AveiraHu: 
Adjournment  ;  Leave  of  absence,  m.,  6299 
Advertising   Australia  :    Immigration,  suffty, 

589».  6350 
Afrie,  S.S.,  j.,  8865,  8979 
Appropriation  (Works    and    Buildmgs)  Bill. 
£4m.   (Post  and  Telegraph),  4048;  (Tele- 
graphs and  Telephones),    4040;  (External 
Affairs),  4081;  3a.,  4>S4 
Business  of  next  Session,  q.,  iiroi 
Coal  Combine,  adj.,  3696 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  2B.,  12113 
Compensation  to  Injured  Seamen,  q.,  ^02. 

3SS9.  toQiS  ^ 
Castoms  Administration  : 

Frauds  at  Adelaide,  q.,  249 

Leakages,  alleged,  q..  6293,  6409 

Port  Adelaide  Officers,  q.. 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  (om..  Schedule  : 

Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  8890,  9058 

Fire  Extinguishers,  8774 

Fish,  7783-4.  7804  ^ 

Iron  and  Steel  Pipes,  9088 

Uquorice,  7758-9  . 

Locomotives,  Traction  Engines,  ftc,  8663 

Oils,  8426 

Salt.  8089,  8090 

Timber.  9^40 

Weighing  Machines,  ftc,  Swa 


Guthrie,  Senator  R,  S. — continued. 
Defence  : 

Protector,  suffly,  12147 

Tenth    Australian    Infantry    Regiment,  q., 
8423 

Disputed   Elections   and   Qualifications  Bill. 

559* !  'eeom.  (pending  petitions),  527** 
Grain  Bags,  Weight  of,  q.,  1567 
Inter-Stuiu  Commission  ;  Difierentinl  Railway 

Kates,  q.,  12101 
London   Offices   of    Commonwealth,  tuf'^y, 

4081,  4154 
Mail  Contracts  : 

Cancelled,  q.,  249,  3558,  4363,  4462 

Diftercoliation  against  Unionists,  4500 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6208 
Marine    Signal     Stations,     South  Australia, 

suffty,  4049 
Navigation    Bill,    suffly,    5879;    q.,  7623, 

8863-4,  8978 
Navigation  Conference,  q.,  8 
Papers :   Printing  Committee,  m.,  133,  934, 

4468,  822s 
Post  and  TelegrafA  Offices : 

Port  Pirie  Post  Office,  mffly,  4048;  q. 
S176 
Postal  Service  : 

Moonta  Mines,  q.,  8286 

Port  Pirie,  g.,  29,  132 
Public  Service  : 

Overtime  Payments,  q.,  7792 

Quarantine   Bill,  2K.,    ^300;   com.    (scope  of 
quarantine),    5304;    (powers    of  Common- 
wealth),   5473,    5479 ;    new    paragraph  (ex- 
clusion    of     consumptives),      f.o.,      5992 ; 
(exemption  of  vessels),   5993 ;  (disinfecting 
apparatus  on  vessels),  5993-4-5;  (vessel  to 
enter  first  port  of  entry),  5995-6;  (hoisting 
of    quarantine    signal),    5997  j    (master  to 
notify  outbreak  of  disease),  5998;  (signal), 
599S,  6226;  (no  person  to  quit  vessel  subject 
to  quata&tine),  6000-1-2;  (power  to  destrov 
diseased     animals),    606^ ;     (liability  of 
owners,  Ac,  for  provisions  for  quarantined 
persons),  6071,  6079;  (persons  able  to  sup- 
port themselves),  6217-9  ;  {quarantine  signals), 
6226;  (owners  liable  for  services  of  medi- 
cal officer),  6220 
Senate  Vacancy:  South  Australia,   f.o..  8; 
Committee's  Report,  g..  3556;  High  Court 
Judgment,  q.,  7753 
Shipping:  Differentia!  Treatment,  q.,  11983 
Sto'utory  Rules,  suffly,  4154;  ois.,  4155 
Strangers,  presence  of,  f.o.,  8778 
Suppljj  Bill  (No.  3),  2R..  5879;  (om..  External 

Affairs  :  (advertising  Australia),  5891 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  com..  External  Affairs 

(advertising  Australia),  6350 
Supply  Bill  (No.   i)  1908-9,  com..  Schedule, 

Defence  :  (South  Australia),  12147 
Telegraph  and  Telephone  Service  : 
"Party"  Telephones,  South  Australian,  q., 

«9.  I3».  ^47 
Pinnaroo  Railway  Telegraph  Line,  q.,  10^0 
Telegraphic  Delay'   Kingscote,   q.,  11218. 
11985-7 

Telegraphic  Money  Orders,  suffly,  4154; 
5979 

Telephone  Rates,  q-,  472 
Voting  Machines,  m.,  1271. 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  suffly^^^;  q..  tn^x 
Workmen's  Comp^ly^^Q^^gfe  6061 
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Hall,  Mr.  D.  R..  Werriwa: 

Australian  Industries  Pieservation  Bill,  as., 

9117 
Defence  : 

Cadet  Corps,  g.,  11180 
Estimates,  Additional,  tuffly,  11393 
'Federal  Capital,  j.,  3508,  3733 
Government,  position  of  the,  supply,  10451 
Labour  Party's  Caucus,  q.,  10876,  10967 
New  Protection,  q.,  6095 
larliameut  House  :  Sewering,  q.,  12039 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department :  New  SouHi 
Wales,  suffly,  8834,  11293 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department :  Royal  Com- 
mission, suffly,  10451 

Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  int..  8834 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 
Apparel  and  Atlire,  5630 
wire  Netting,  4523 

Telegraph  and  Telephone  Service  : 

Telephone  Attendants :  New  South  Wales 

Elections,  1866 
Telephone  Facilities :   GuaraDtees,  ^"tf^yt 
11*93 

Telephones,  Young;        So,  81 

HMPper,  Hon.  R.,  Menda  ; 

Customs  Tariff  Billi  eons,  reg.,  (locks),  10780; 

(paints  and  colours),  10S96-8;  (oils),  10911, 

11115,  "551-4;  (log  band  saws),  f.e.,  11543 

(Ste  Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) ) 
Light  Horse  Brigade  Camp,  651,5 
New  Hebrides:  Joint  Court,  ioj88 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  t  Ministerial 

Statement,  m.s.e.,  11636 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  m.,  11839 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  1 

Cocoa  and  Chocolate,  5257 

Cocoa  Butter,  &c.,  5259 

Coilee,  5261 

Glue,  &c.,  6950-3 

Locks,  cons,  req.,  10780 

Log  Band  Saws,  cons,  req.,  f.o.,  11543 

Machines  and  Madunery,  6707,  6711 

Milk,  Condensed,  iic.,  5502,  5519 

Oils,  6868;  eont.  req..  10911,  11115,  "551-4 

Paints  and  Colours,  cons,  reg.,  1(^96-8 

Potato  Flour,  5345-6 

Strawboard,  7228  ■ 

Tin  Plate,  6117 

Weighing  Machines,  Ac,  6628 

{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 

Glucose,  4636 

Starch,  5549,  5550,  5552,  5556 

H*dg«B,  Mr.  W.  N.,  Frtmanlle: 

Ad  dress- in-Reply,  m.,  165 

Advertising  Australia,  suffly,  9628 

American  Fleet,  q.,  11180 

Australian  Provident  Fund,  Budget.  3034 

Bounties  Bill,  com.,  schedule  (peanuts), 1185; 
(rice),  1198;  recem.  (specification  of  boun- 
ties), 1382,  1387,  1389 

Budget,  .102^ 

Customs  Department  : 
Bonds,  g.,  2348,  2690 
Sale  of  Seized  Goods,  6132 


Hedges,  Mr.  W.  JA. —continued. 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons,  req.,  (Motive-powci 

Machinery),  io68o>3,  11535-8;  (Rock-drills) 

10711;  (Kails,  SLc.)f  10749;  (Standards,  &c.^ 

10803;    (Steel  and  Steel-rimmed  Wheels, 

10805;  (Wire  Gauze),  10807,  10813-5;  (Fibn- 

cement,  &c.),  10902;  (Crucibles,  &c.),  1090., 

11556,  11561;  (Stone  and  Marble),  jiooc; 

(Paper),  ijoSo;  (Timber),  11145-7,  »ii6o-5-t; 

(Axles),    11175;    (Curtains,    &cj,  1144:; 

Electrical  Machines),  1 1445-7.  Tar  3 

Resolutions  (Customs).) 
Defence  : 

Morris  Tubes,  q.,  9478 
Departmental  Methods,  sttfply,  11289 
Dry  Farming,  q.,  9765 
Estimates,  Additional,  suffly,  11389 
Excise  Procedure    Bill,    com.    (ezclusiiHi  of 

lawyers),  7490 
Forrest,  Sir  John,  address,  165 
Immigration  ;  Land  Settlement,  suffly,  962S 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  sK.,  11956; 

com.  (necessary  conditions).  11973-5 
Iron  and  Steel  Industry,  Buaget,  yasty 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Sarrev 

Bill,  in/.,  626 
London  Offices,  suffly,  3658 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6490;  q.y  8S17 
Manufactures     Encouragement     Bill,  com.. 

(schedule),  12180 
Mining  Machinery,  Budget,  3030 
Nortkam  Post  Office,  supply.  3534 
Old-age  Pensions,  address,  166  ;  Budget,  1034; 

{see  Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bii:). 
Olive,  Cocoanut,  and  Mineral  Oils,  f.,  1716 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  aB.,  1990 
Preferential  Trade,  Budget,  3033 
Public  Debt  :  Australia,  Budget.  3037 
Quarantine  Billg  com.,  (scope  of  quarantine), 

1463;  (importing  contrary  to  proclanatiooi, 

173a 

Secession  Movement,  Budget^  1033 

Secret  Drugs,  Cures  and  Foods :  Mr.  Beaie's 

Report,  q.,  10309 
Supply  : 

External  Affairs  (Miscellaneciis),  96x8 
Works  and  Buildings  (Post  and  Telegra|-:  . 
3534;  (London  Offices),  3658 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  sr.,  >i757 
Tariff,        302^  ; 
Indexed  Copies  of  Old,  3687 
Wheels  and  Axles,       3313,  36S7;  Budget. 
3029 

Tariff  Commission's  Reports,  f.,  6419 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Agricultural   &c..    Machinery   and  Impl» 
ments,  6564 

Arms,  6034-5 

Axles,  eons,  req.,  IH75 

Blacking,  &c.,  6S52 

Buggv  Shafts,  7130 

Chairs,  7000 

Crucibles,   &c.,   eont.   reg.,    10904*  11556, 
1 1561 

Curtains,  &c.,  eont.  reg.,  1144a 
Eiirthenware,  6905 

Electrical  Machines,  eont.  reg.,  X1445-7 
KVcplosives,  7381-6,  7390 
Fibro-cement,  &c.,  com.  reg,,  togoa 
Galvanized  Iron,  6545 
Kerosene,  6S71 

Mining  Machinery,  Rock  Drills,  6785,  679a, 

6798;  eitns.  req.,  10711 

>rarv  *'"T^itized  by  Google 

ferre 
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Hedges,  Mr.  W.  N.—fontinued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Castoou) — continued. 
Motive  Power  Machinery,  &c.,  6659,  6669; 

cons,  req.,  10680-3,  "535-8 
Musical  Instruments,  7358 
Nails,  6612,  6617,  6iSai 
Faper,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  11080 
Pianos,  734a 

Rails,  &c.,  6821 ;  cons,  req.,  10749 
Road  Rollers,  Traction  Engines,  ftc,  6701-1 
Roofing  Tiles,  6908 
Saws,  6749-50-I 

Standards,  &c.,  cons.  reg-t  10803 
State  Importations,  7430 
Steel  and  Steel-rimmed  Wheels,  ecns.  req., 
10805 

Stone  and  Ifarhle,  696a;  eont.  req.,  tiooo 
Tanks,  16625 

Timber,  7075,  yogr,  710a;  eont.  req.,  11145-7, 

11160-5*6 
Tool  Handles,  7121-4 
Weighing  Machines,  &c.,  6628-9 
Wire  Gauze,  cans,  req.,  10807,  '0813 
Woollen  Piece  Goods,  5813 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 

Voting  Machines,  q.,  2890 

Western  Australia :  Survey  of  North-West 
Coast,  q..  24^0 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  q.,  12154 

Wire  Netting,  Budget,  3030 

Hend«FSOn,  Senator  O..  Wi-itera  Att^tmlia  : 

Additional  Appropriation  (Works  and  Build- 
ings) Bill,  1907-8,  effm.,  schedule  (Home 
Affairs),  11694 

Addrets-in-RepIy,  m.,  291 

Adjournment  Special,  m.,  7789 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  2K., 
4513 ;  cam.  (power  of  Comptroller-General 
to  question,  &c.),  5017 ;  ad.  ref.,  5192 

Bounties  Bill,  address,  294;  2s.,  2752;  cam.. 
new  clause  (prevention  of  monopoly),  2776-7 ; 
first  icbeduie  (cotton),  2871;  (jute),  3159. 

'  3263;  (mohair),  3370;  (rubber),  3575;  (coffee), 
3577.  37"!  (tobacco),  4174;  (fish),  436a 

Chinese  :  Influx  to  Western  Australia,  q.,  9236 

.Coal  Combine,  adj.,  3695 

Commonwealth  Mail  Steamers,  tn.,  681 

Customs  Department  Promotions,  m.,  564 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  com,.  Schedule : 
Arrowroot,  7951 
Bananas,  7858 
Brasswork,  kc,  8764 
Caipets,  &c.,  8360-4 
Coffee,  7765 

Kiectrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  88S9,  8895 
Electrical    Machinery,    880a  j    €om.  req., 

10944 
Explosives,  9938-9 
Fish,  7807 
I'niits,  dried,  7830 
Furniture,  9378 
Lantern  Slides,  &c.,  9934 
Machines,  n.e.i.,  and  Machine  Tools,  8708 
Manufactures  of  Metal,  o.e.i.,  8761-3 
Manures,  9016 
Matches,  7999,  8007 
Mine  Ventilating  Fans,  8677 
Mining  Machinery,  8789,  87^ 
Motive  Power  Machinery,  8635 
Rice,  8074 

Sago  and  Tapioca,  7660 


Henderson,  Senator  G. — continued. 

Customs  Tariff  Bill  {SzhtAvXt)— continued. 
Tallow,  ftc,  8385 
Tea,  8ioa-7 

Timber,  9455,  9545;  cons,  req.,  11605 
Tool  Handles,  &c.,  (pyj 
Weighing  Machines,  &c.,  8621-2;  eons,  req., 
10937 

Wood,  Articles  of,  n.e.i.,  9578 
Days  of  Sitting,  adj.,  7789 
Defence : 

Lithgow :  Land  for  Small  Arms  Factory, 

suf-fiy,  11694 
Maribymong  :   Land  fox  Cotdite  Factory, 
sufply,  1 1694 
Defence  Bill,  2IL,  5688 
Electoral  Act,  address,  396 

Interference  with  Voters,  adj.,  3446;  q., 
33%.  436a 

Excise  Tariff  Procedure  Bill,  com.,  new  clause 

(exclusion  of  lawyers),  5126 
Imperial  Conference,  address,  293 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  3K.j  12014 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  address,  296;  2R.,  1143J  q„  11217 
Mail  Contracts : 

Differentiation  against  Unionists,  m.,  4503 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6305 
Maitland   Coal   Miners ;  Postmaster-General, 

adj.,  8361 
Navigation  Conference,  address,  293 
Northern  Territory,  address,  295 
Officers'  Compensation  Bill,  com.  (payments), 

10062-7 

Old-age  Pensions,  address,  394;  {see  Invalid 

and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill) 
Parliament   House:    Garden,   supply,  5883-4; 

Entertainment  of  Strangers,  q.,  6olSoi  adj., 

6093 ;  Accommodation,  supply,  8983 
Parties,  position  of,  address,  292 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 

Cue  :  Postmaster,  q.,  6296 

Preferential  Trade,  address,  2Q3 

Printing  Committee,  m.,  39 ;  obs.,  680 ;  m., 
680,  934,  935,  1566,  1567,  2180,  2281,  114S, 

3464.  37Q7.  4463.  4469.  5647.  6293,  7843-6. 
8221-7,  8673;  abs.,  9297;  q.,  9353  J  9353, 
10255 

Privilege :  Select  Committee  upon  Procedure, 
ad.  ref.,  11994 

Quarantine  Bill,  3B.,  5299;  com.,  (arrange- 
ments with  State  Governments :  stations, 
ftc.),  5306 ;  (powers  of  Commonwealth),  5666 ; 
new  paragraph  (exclusion  of  consumptives), 
f-^..  599 > 

Senate  Vacancy  :  South  Australia,  m.,  48021 
9353 

Standing  Orders  Committee,  m.,  37 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2},  com.,  (application),  1936 

Supply  Bill  (No.   3),   com..  Schedule  :  The 

Parliament,  58S3-4 
Supply  Bill  (No.    5),  acoM.,  Schedule:  The 

Parliament,  8983 
Tariff  Revision,  address,  393 
Tobacco  Combine :  Tariff,  adj.,  3053 ;  Select 

Committee,  m.,  3052 

Holder,    Hon.    Sir   F.   TS^  K.O.M.O.. 

Walcefield  : 
Se.  Sr^.  MJ.  _(S™^^Qg(g 
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Hughes,  Hon.  W.  M.,  West  Si/duti, 
Adult  Militarv  Training,  taSa 
Agricultural  Machinery:  Excise  Dutv,  adj., 
12161  '  ' 

Bounties   Bill,   com.    (appropri&tionj,  ioi6j 

schedule  (rice),  1193 
Budget,  2476 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  com.  req.  (stcanne,  para- 
ffine  wax,  &c.),  10506;  (hay  and  chaH), 
10546;  (locks),  10781;  (oils),  logte.  ^See 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) ) 

Defence : 
Cordite  Factory,  suffly,  113B6 
Corowa  Cadet  Corps,  q.,  5328 
Harbor  and  Coastal,  suffly,  iiaSs,  11414 
Naval     Coostiuction,     q.,     4308 ;  suffly, 
11285, 

Estimates,  Additional,  suf'fiy,  11414 
Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural   Macbmery)  Act, 

6367 

Gram  Baga,  Size  of,  q.,  10787 
Immigration,  Budget,  2485 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  2B.,  11961 
Judiciary  Bill,  m.,  3773 

Labour  and  Opoosition  Paxtiet,  Budget,  2478 
Labour  Party's  Caucus,  exfl.,  10876 

Land  Values  Taxation,  Budget,  248a-6. 
London    Offices   of   Commonwealth,  suffly, 

3637;  exfl.,  3677 
Mail  Contracts  : 

Differentiation  against  Unionists,         2573 ; 
4623 

Eurojjeun  :  Speed  of  Vessels,  5497 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2R.,  6148; 

com.  (schedule),  12179 
Old-age  Pensions,  Budget,  2487  [see  Invalid 

and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill) 
Parliament  :    Reflections    on    Members,  obs 

109S0 

Parliamentary   Allowances   Bill,   int.,  1908; 
com.  (amount  of  allowance),  1992;  Budget, 

Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,    com.  (penalty 
for  refusing  to  answer  questions),  12074 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 
OfficiaMom  :    Need    for    inquiry,  suffty, 

Sydney  General  Post  Oflke :  DisorganUa- 
tion,  suffly.  11283 
Postal  Service  : 
Boy  Labour,  suffly,  4852-3 
Compensation  Claims,  suffly,  4853 
Country  Contractors,  suffly,  485a,  5704 
Letter  Carriers'  Forage  Allowance,  suffly, 
1 1284 

Letter  Delivery,  Sydney,  g.,  3972 ;  suffly. 

Temporary  Employes,  suffly.  485  ^ 
Undermanning  :  Sydney,  suffly,  5704,  I1283 

Preferential  Trade,  Pudgrt,  24QO 

Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4938 

Quarantine  Bill,  e^.  (scope  of  quarantine), 
'456 

Shipping  :  Differential  Treatment,  q.,  11916 
States  Rights,  Budget,  2486 
Supply  : 

Works   and   Buildings,   (External  Affairs), 
^    3637.  3677:  (Defence),  11414 
Tariff,  m.,  2476 

Debates,  Conclusion  of,  q.,  11052-;^ 

Ixibbying,  obs.,  roqSo 

Order  of  Consideration  of  Items,  m.,  4128) 
43*7.  433'i  4355*  4359 


Hughes,  Hon.   W.  U.~(ontinutd. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  ; 
Agricultural,   &c..    Machinery   and  Imple- 
ments, 6054,  6578,  6583;  ale,  porter,  kti., 
4128 

Animals,  4769,  4771 
Bicycles,  7280 
Candles,  4938-40 
Confectionery,  5216,  5242 
Com  Flour,  535a 
Dates,  5332 
romiture,  7019 
GUu,  Ac,  6933 

H.iy  and  Chaff,  5361;  ^ons.  req.,  10546 

Jewellery,  7148-9 

Kerosene,  cons,  req.,  10980 

Locks,  6114J  cons,  req,,  10781  • 

Magazines,  7194 

Milk,  Condensed,  &c.,  5506 

Potatoes,  5342 

R«ad  Rolfera,  Traction  Engines,  &c.,  66go 
Sheep  Shearing  Machines,  657S,  658^ 
Stearine,   Paraffine  Wax,  &c.,  eons. '  rea.^ 

10506  ' 
Wire  Netting,  4453,  4568 
Woollen  Piece  Goods,  584a,  5845 
{See  Customs  Tariff  "Bill) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 

Cigarettes,  4325 
Telegraph  and  Telephone  Service  : 
Country  Telephone  Facilities,  suffly,  11285 
Sydney  Telephone  System,  suffly,  ti^s 

Hutchison,  Mr.  J.,  Hiwhtutr»h  : 
Absentee  Tax,  Budget,  2934 
Address-ia-Reply,  178 
Australia,  Slanders  on,  suffly,  9610 
Australian   Industries   Preservation  Bill  as 
0037;  com.  (burden  of  proof),  9199;  (power 
ot   Loraptroller-Genetal   to  questtoo    Ac  I 
9-'3J;  3R-.  Q59» 
Bounties    Hill,    com.,    (appropriation),  1006, 
1022 ;    schedule    (mohair),    1096 ;  (olives) 
iio(),  1119;  (peanuts),  1185;  (coffee),  1208; 
(tobacco),  1222,  1226,  1238,  1239,  1230 
Budget,  2923 

Business,    Precedence    of    Government,    m  . 

2803  ' 
Chinese,  Influx  of,  q.,  9844 
Commonwealth   Salaries  Bill,  com.  (Taxatioo 

by  States),  3885 
Co^umption  :     Prohibited  Immigrants,  orf/.. 

Customs  Administration  : 

Audit  Staff,  q..  8938;  adj..  9094;  suffly, 
9990 

Frauds,    alleged,   q     23,   590,  6354,  8815. 
9089;  adj.,  9093.8;  q.,  loiSo 

Inspector- General,  q.,  8817 
Customs   Tariff   Bill,   cons.    req..    (sago  and 
tapioca),  10497,  i  (stearine,  paraffine 

wax,  ftc),  10508;  (confectionery),  10515  > 
(matches),  10553;  (hats,  caps.  Sc.),  10610- 
3;  (flannelette).  10629;  (waddings,  Ac), 
10632;  (manufactures  of  metal,  n.e.i.), 
10697;  (kitchen  utensils,  ca^t-iron),  10708- 
9;  (wire-nettin^),  10772;  (oils),  10823, 
'»5So-*-3-";  (paints  and  colours),  10895. 
6-7-8-9;  (crucibles,  &c,),  10903.  ii<;6o; 
(glass,  Ac),  10904.5;  (disinfectants.  Ac.|, 
nooi.3-6-7.8,  11566;  (stained  glass  win- 
dows),  11186;  (paper),  114^3;  (electrica 
and  gas  meters).  11547  [sfe^'Up&JLaoXu 
tions  (Customs)  pigitized  by  VjQOVTv: 
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Hut'-hisoQ,  Mr.  J. — continued. 
Defence  : 
Australian  Navy,  Budget j  2940 
t'adet  Uniforms,  f,,  23 
Cadets,    Medical   Kxamiostion,    g.y  3^86, 

3936,  7^48;  supply,  10083 
Compulsoiy  Service,  Huttget,  ac)_(8 
Crimean  and  Indian  Mutiny  Veterans,  q., 
r2040 

Departmental  Admioiiilration,  Budget,  2936 
Hanks,  Lance-Sergeaat,  g.,  1976 
Naval  Agreement,  Budget,  2Q40 
Rutsell,  Lieut.,  q.,  1752,  1976 
Thursday  Islnnd,  supply,  11369 
Disputed    Elections    and    Quali&cniions  Bill. 
2it.,  6376;    ^001.  (peodiag  petitions),  6378, 
6^82  ;  (qualifications  and  vacancies).  6380-7  . 
title,  63S9 

Electoral  Act,  address,  179,  i8a;  tupfly,  9888. 
9S90 

Electoral  Office  Printing,  supply,  9886-8 

Electoral  Rolls,  11259 

Estimates,  Additional,  snpfiy,  11360 

Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Haehinery) 
Act,    m.,  1090;   q..  1750;   supply,  1795; 

2347,  3688,  2700,  3791 ;  adj.,  tt^i ; 
Budget.  292?;  q.,  3268,  ss^o;  adj.,  5558}  f., 
supply.  5693;  6130,  6354;  adj. 
6370;  f.,  6811,  -026,  7296;  adj.,  12167 

Excise  Tariff  (Spirits)  Act,  q.,  4647.  4749 

Fedrral  Capital,  address,  187 

Finance,  Commonwealth  and  States,  Budget, 
2934;  11535 ;  payment  of  Surpltu  Re- 
venue, q.,  1 1784 

Firf  Insurance  Hill,  2H.,  1612 

Flannel,  Australian,  Budget,  293a 

Government,  position  of  the,  supply,  10453 

Harvesters,  Price  of,  q.,  9584 

High  Commissioaer,  address.  186 

Hours  of  Meeting,  adj.,  3230 

ImmigrAtion,  supply,  9610;  statement  by  Mr. 
Wade  as  to  Commonvrealth  Policyi  g., 

Tmmi^rntion  Leagues,  adj.,  939 

Immigration  Restriction  Act :  Contract  Labour, 

g;  5046 

Imperial  Conference,  address,  lyS 

Invalid    and    Old-age    Pensions  Bill,  com. 

(necessary  conditions),  ii974-5-6;  (occauonal 

short  absences),  11977-8 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  eons,  amdt.,  3022 
Labour  Party,  Budget,  2933 
lighthouses,  supply,  9888 
Manufactures     Encouragement     Bill,  com. 

(Regulations),  12175 
Navigation  Conference,  address,  179 
New  Protection,  adj.,  2843 ;  Budget,  3935 ;  q., 

609s 

"Northern  Territory,  address,  186;  supply,  961a; 

Accounts,  supply,  9970 
Old-age  Pensions,  address,  187:        880  [See 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill) 
Parliament      House :      Entertainment  of 

Strangers,  adj.,  6393 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  eom.  (amount 

of  allowance),  1997,  2008;  new  clause  (return 

of    increase    to    revenue),    2012;    q.,  3449, 

2964 

Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  cam.  (penalty 

for  refusing  to  answer  questions),  12071 
Patent  and  Proprietary  Medicines,  adj.,  886 
Patent  Office,  g.,  883 


Hutchison,  Mr.  ]. — continued. 
Patriot    Newspaper,    Western   Australia ;  ad- 
dress, 180 

Petition:  Signatures,  p.o.,  3409;  oit.,  3410; 

34»'.  34i8»  385a 
Postal  Kates  Bill,  q.,  883 
Post  un.l  Telegraph  Department  : 
Administration,  supply,  8860 
Cabinet  Committee  :  Keport,  q.,  11525 
Commonwealth  Stamp,    q.,    88t8;  supply^ 
8S60 

Goodwood  Post  Of&ce,  q.,  11260 
Hamilton  Post  Otticc,  q.,  3433 
Mail  Mot^r  Cars,  q.,  9477,  ^43 
Newspaper  rusi.ige,  q.,  -027 
Rojal  Comnii5>i;.ii,  lup^ly,  10453 
Telegraph  Messengers,  supply,  8860 

Preferential  Tr;ide  tTarilT),  4550,  4i73,  4769 

Printing  Committee,  Reports,  m.,  769,  771, 
»595.  3339,  3171,  3851 

Printing  Oface,  sup^y,  3593 

Public  Service  : 
Age  Retirements,  q.,  9475 
Commissioner,  address,  186;  Budget,  2935 
Employes'  Uniois  :  Officials,  supply,  8860 ; 

q.,  8925,  99^53 
Entrance  Examinations,  Adelaide  Telephone 

Exchange,  Budge/,  2936 
Examination  Papers,  q.,  12131 
Gratuities  to  Officers  for  Suggestions,  sup- 
ply, 9890 
Increments,  Budget,  2934 
Landing  Officers'  Leave,  q.,  2235 
Overtime,  Customs,  Melbourne,  jr.,  3969 
Reinstatement  of  Dismissed    Omcerc,  ad' 
dress,  185 

Public  Service  Bill,  2R.,  12058 

Quarantine  Bill,,  com.,  (scope  of  quarantine), 
1467  J  (fumigation  of  vessels  to  destroy 
vermin),  1631 ;  (vaccination  of  quarantined 
persons),  1730;  cons,  amdts.,  8953 

Rabbit  Destruction,  q.,  6674 

Senate  Election  :  South  Australia,  supply, 
8859 

Session,  Close  of  the,  q.,  11790 
State  Export  Subsidies,  1181 
Supply  : 

Defence  (Central  Administration),  10083 
External  Affairs  (Miscellaneous),  0610 
Home  Affairs  (Miscellaneous),  9886-8,  9890  j 

(Works  and  Buildings),  11369 
Trade  and  Customs,  9990 
Treasury  (Audit  Office),  9970 
Works  and  Buildtngs  (Treasury),  3593 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  int.,  1795 

Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  int.,  8859 

Tariff,  m.,  2933  : 

Action  of  New  South  Wales  Government, 

Order   of    Consideration   of    Items,  p.P., 
4131 J  «.,  4129,  4336.  4358 

Retailers'  increased  prices,  1865 

Wire  Netting,  q.,  1974 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Agricultural,  &c..   Machinery   and  Imple- 
ments, 6555 

Ale,  ftc,  4129 

Bags,  &c.,  recom.,  5733 

Bananas,  5339 

Blue,  4789  . 

Bo"l"..6946[^itizedbv 
Confectionery,  eons,  req.,  10515 

Crucibles,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  10903,  11560 


m 
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Hutchison,  Mr.  J. — continued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 
Disinfectants,    Sheep   Washes,   &:c.,   6981 ; 

eons,  req.,  11001-3-6-7-8,  11566 
Electrical  and  Gas  MeterB,  eons,  req.,  "547 
Explosives,  7386 
Flannelette,  cons,  req.,  10639 
Galvanized  Iron,  6535 
Glass,  &c.,  6916;  cons,  req.,  10904-5 
Hats,  Caps,  &c,,  5950,  5968;  eons,  req., 

to6io-3 
Hay  and  Chaff,  ^431 
Hoist,  Hollman  Patent,  6712 
Importations  for  GoTemor-Geoeral  and  State 

Govexnors,  7420 
Kitchen    Utensils,    cast-iron,    eons,  req.t 

10708-9 
Lamps,  6039,  6040 
Machines  and  Machinery,  6712-4 
Manufactures  of  Metal,  n.e.i.,  eons,  req., 

10697 
Manures,  736a 
Matches,  eons,  rtq.,  10553 
Mining  Machinery,  6797-8 
Motive-power  Machinery,  &c.,  6653 
Newspaper  Supplements,  7269 
Oils,  eons,  req.,  10823,  11550-1-3-6 
Paints  and  Colouis,  cons,  req.^  10895-6-7-8-9 
Paper,  cons,  req.,  11453 
Peel,  preserved,  53,^ 
Pianos,  7341 
Printing  Inks,  7359 

Road    Rollers,    Traction     Engines,  ftc, 
6700-1-3 

Sago  and  Tapioca,  eons,  req.,  10497,  i°5*>i 
Salt,  5536 

Sctcntinc  Apparatus,  6902 
Spirits,  4136-7 

Stained  Glass  Windows,  6916;  eons,  req., 
11186 

State  Importations,  7436 

Stearine,  Paraffins  Wax,  ftc,  5142;  cons. 

req.,  10508 
Stone  and  Marble,  6963 
Stoves,  6044 
Stripper -hazvesters,  7447 
Tea,  5464 
Timber,  7073,  7095 
Tobacco,  4228 
Type,  Printers',  6755 
Waddings,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  1063a 
Wire  Netting,  4550,  4573,  4578;  cons,  req., 

1077a 

{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise) : 

Cigarettes,  4315,  4325 
Transferred  Properties,  Budget,  2936 

I 

InlB*,  Mr.  Hana  Orampiana  : 

Bounties  Bill,  2R.,  993;  com.,  schedule  (rice), 

1192 ;  (coffee),  1208 
Budget,  2()i4 

Bureau  of  Agriculture,  Budge/,  291  s 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  int.,  12090 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eons.  req.  (paper),  11458. 

(See  Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) ) 
Finance,  Federal  and  State,  Budget,  3916 
High  Commissioner,  Budget,  2916 
Immigration,  Budget,  2915 
Land  Settlement,  Budget,  2915 
London  Offices,  Budget,  2917  ;  suffly,  3654 
Parliamentary   Allowances   Bill,   in/.,  1900; 

■9m.,  (amount  of  aUowancc),  3003 


Irvine,  Mr,  Hans — continued. 

Preferential  Trade,  Budget,  3930 
Preferential  Trade  (Tarilf),  4777 
States  DcbU,  Budget,  3916-8 
Supply  : 

Works   and   Buildings,   (X^ndon  Offices), 
3654 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  aB.,  11851 

Tariff,  m.,  3914 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Bags,  &c.,  recom..  5735 

Biscuits,  4777 

Blankets,  Flannels,  &c.,  5736 

Boules,  6^38 

Carbon  Buulphide,  7393 

Carpets,  &c,  5739 

Casks,  &c.,  7134 

Corks,  7380 

Disinfectants,  Sheep  washes,  &c.,  6987 
Flannelette,  5935 
Furniture,  7or9 

Hats,  Caps,  &c.,  5957,  5968,  5974 

Hay  and  Chaff,  5433 

Hogsheads,  7136 

Manures,  7365 

Milk,  Coode&sed,  &e.,  5516 

Nails,  6618 

Packages,  outside,  7347 
Paper,  eons,  req.,  11458 
Shodcs,  7137 

Socks  and  Stockings.  C935 
Stone  and  Marble,  6960 
Stoves,  6045 
Timber,  7097 
Watches,  &c.,  7151 
Wire  Netting,  4438 
Vams,  7377 

{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 

Irvin*,  Hon.  W.  H.,  K.O.,  Flintier^: 
Address-in-Reply,  m.,  325 
Advertising  Australia,  suffly,  9516 
Australian   Industries  Preservation  Bill,  sB., 
9121 ;  com.  (power  of  Comptroller-General 
to  question,  &c.),  9215,  9330;  3B.,  9592 
Bounties  Bill,  2R,  798;  com.  (appropTiatioa), 
looa,  1018;  exfl.,  1279,  1280;  recom.  (regu- 
lations), 1391,  1393  J  vk.,  1396 
Budget,  3491 ;  f.o.,  3656 
Business,    Precedence    of    Government,  sr., 
3800 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  int.,  12077 

Customs  Tariff  Amendment  Bill  (additional 
provisoes,^  South  African  Preference),  12054 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  3R,  7465;  cons.  req.  (sago 
and  tapioca),  10498;  {f.o.,  10502);  (confec- 
tionery), 10515;  (hay  and  chaff),  10534-7; 
(apparel  and  attire),  1056S;  (bags  and  sacks), 
f.o..  10573;  (gloves),  10578;  (hats,  caps,  fte.), 
10580;  {f.o..  10627);  (motive  power  ma- 
chmery,  Ac),  10679;  ('oci'  drills),  10730; 
(electrical  machines),  {f.o.,  10735),  *0743  • 
(locks),  10777;  (paper),  11084:  (oils),  11107; 
constitutional  rights  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, m.,  1 1433 ;  f.o,,  11437 ;  (log 
band  saws),  f.o.,  11543-4;  (coal  cutting 
machines),  11544;  (gas  meters),  f.o.,  11545: 
(disinfectants,  sheep  washes,  &c.),  11^5; 
m.,  1143a;  f.o.,  11437.  {See  Tariff  Resolu- 
tions (Customs) ) 

Defence  : 

Military  Officers,  alien  servants,  q.,  13156-7 
Naval  Agreement,  address,  327 


JWy  3, 1907,  to  June  5, 1908. 


liii 


Iniae,  Hod.  W.  H.,  TK..C,—eatUinued, 
Excise  Procedure  BUI,  g.,  6812;  sr.,  747a 
Excise  Tariff  (AericuUural  Machinery)  Act,  f.t 

5008-9,  6097.  6130 
Federal  Capital,  address,  226 
Fioaocc,   Federal   and   State,  address,   230 ; 

Budget,  2495;  q.,  9846,  11328;  payment  of 

monthly   balances,   adj.,    11735;  "738, 

1 1 740-2 

Freeman  and  Walace  :    Correspondeace,  ivf- 

fiy>  "337      .  ,  ,  ,  , 

GoYcmmcnt,  position  of  VMt  sufpy,  10460 
"  Grievance "  Day,  10404 
High  Commissioner,  sufply,  95181  9710 
House,  Righfs  of,  m.,  11432}  f.<>.,  ii^yj 
Immigration,  suffly^  9516,  97ro,  9725 
Imperial  Conference,  address,  227 

iudiciary  Bill,         3772;  2a.,  3788 
Laleoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill.  int..  560,  617  J  adj.,  744 
Labour  Party  I  Land  Policy,  Budget,  2491, 
2501 

Loan  Policy,  Budget,  2501 

London   Offices   of    Commonwealth,  suffly, 

3618,  3668 
Hail  Contract,  cancelled,  address,  225 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  an.,  6153; 

earn,  (regulations),  12176;  (schedule),  12177 
New  Protection,  suffly,  1784;  6231 
New  Protection  (Tariff),  4131,  10535-7 
Parliament :    ReflectTons   on    Members,  ois., 

1 1 107 

Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  in/.,  1883; 
m.,  1934  ;  com.,  (amount  of  allowance),  2001 ; 
new  clause  (return  of  increase  to  revenue), 
2013 

Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  ^4701.  (penalty 

for  refusing  to  answer  questions)^  1207a 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department ; 

Finances,  supply,  10184;  j.,  12151 
Ministerial  Statement,  f.o.^  11630 
Feoo^  Postage,  g.,  12151 
Prohibition  of  Letters,  suffly,  11337 
Royal    Commission,   f.e.  ,  10404 ;  suffly, 
10460 

Preferential  Trade,  address,  227 

Protective  System,  Budget^  2492 

Public  Service  :  Automatic  Increments,  Bud- 
get,  2502;  exfl.,  2651 

Quarantine  Bill,  21..  1536;  com.,  (commence- 
ment), 1417;  (proclamation  of  ports  of  en- 
try), 1553;   new   clause   (repeal  of  State 

Revenue  Returns,  q.,  10751 
States  Debts,  Budget,  34^ 
Supply  : 

External  Affairs  (Miscellaneous),  9516,  9710, 
Q725 

Postmaster -Genera I  (Central  Staff),  10184 
Works    and    Buildmgs,    (London  Offices), 
^i8,  3668 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  int.t  1783.4 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2B.,  9861;  11328; 

2R.,  I1814 

Tariff,  m.,  2401  ; 

Action  of  New  South  Wales  Government, 

q.,  2232 

New  Protection  :  Excise,  suffly,  1784 
Order  of  Consideration  of  Items,  m.,  4628 
Rebates  on  Machinery,  f.c,  6720 
Revent«,  suffly,  1783 

Timber  Duties  :  Rebate  on  butter  bwces  and 
fruit  raaes,        6421,  6676,  7025 


Irrine,  Hon.  W.  H.,  }L.C.—eotainued. 
Tariff  Commission,  ebs.,  7465 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 
Agricultural,   &c.   Machinery  and  Imple- 

menu,  6567,  6573 
Ale,  &c.,  4131 

Apparel  and  Attire,  cons,  req.,  10568 
Bags,  Saclcs,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  [f.o.,  10572) 
Coal  Cutting  Machines,  cons,  req.,  1x544 
Confectionery,  cant,  req.,  10515 
Disinfectants,  sheep  washes,  &c.,  eons,  req., 
"565 

Electrical  Machines,  cons,  req.,  if.a.),  10^35 
10742 

Gas  Meters,  eons,  req.,  f.o^  ii545 

Gloves,  cons,  req,,  10578 

Hats,  Caps,  &c.,  eens.  req.,  10580 

Hay  and  Chaff,  cons,  req.,  10534-7 

Iron  and  Steel  <VLa),  6841;  (VLB),  684a 

Jewellery,  unfini^ed,  7144 

Locks,  cons'  req.,  10777 

Log  Band  Saws,  cens.  req.,  f.o.,  11542-4 

Machines  and  Machinery  {f.o.,  6705),  6720 

Motive  Power  Machinery,  cons,  req,,  10679 

Oils,  cons,  req.,  11107 

Packages,  outside,  7348 

Paper,  fee,  eons,  req.t  11084 

Pianos,  7348 

Rails,  ftc,  6815 

Rock  Drills,  eons,  req,,  10730 

Sago  and  Tapioca,  eons,  req.,  10498 

Saws,  6751 

State  Importations,  7428 
Stripper-harvesters,  0573 
Sugar,  4754 

Timber,  7021,  7079,  7084,  7086,  [f.o.,  7092) 
Watches,  &c.,  7151 
Weighing  Machines,  &c.,  6627 
Wirff  Netting.  4.<;24 

[See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Transferred  Properties,  q,,  1174a 

Johnaon,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Lang: 

Additional  Sitting  Day,  m.,  6519 
Address* in -Reply,  m.,  109 
Adjournment,  Christmas,  q.,  7290,  7416 
Advertising  Australia  :  Purchase  of  Lone  Hani 

article,         10753,  10786,  10879,  10963 
American  Fleet,  Visit  of,  q.,  10607 
Asiatics,  InSux  of,  suffly,  9407 
Australia,  Maps  of,  q.,  1056 

Australian    Industries    Preservation    Bill,  3R., 

9026 ;    com.     (burden    of    proof),    9209 ; 

(power  of  Comptroller-General  to  question,. 

Ac),  9a«>,  923s 
Australians  Repatriated  from  South  Aftica^. 

q.,  503;  "^ffh-  "362-4 
Beacons,  Buoys,  and  Ocean  Lii^hts,  oddHss, 

121;  q.,  405;  adj.f  1469;   Budget,  2270$ 

suffly,  9891 
Bounties,  address,  118 

Bounties  Bill,  2R.,  (^\%\  com.,  (appropriation), 
1021;  first  schedule,  1066;  (cotton),  1069* 
1083;  (mohair),  1094,  1098;  (copra),  iios; 
(cotton  seed),  1107.  1108:  (linseed),  itoS; 
(olives).  1 1 10:  (rice),  1188;  (coffee),  1203; 
(tobacco),  1218,  1229,  1230;  (preserved  fish), 
1293 ;  recom.,  (specification  of  bounties),  r^3- 

Budget,  2173,  3262 

Business,  order  of,  ots.,  r977  ;~)^q4^i8  ;  Pri- 
vate members',  adj.,  2686  ^ 

Conference  of  Premiers'  (1899I  Hemorandu'- 
"»-.  774 
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Jobnaon,  Mr.  W.  E.—£ffntiinted, 

Costomt  Administration : 
Adelaide  Frauds,  g.,  694 
Border  Stations,  suffly,  9984 
Broken  Hill  Customs  House,  suffly,  3436 
Fremantle  Customs  House,  tuffly,  343b 
Laboratory,  Melbourne,  suffly,  343b 
Launch,  Sydney,  suffly,  3436 
Officers  and  Salaries,  m..  11709 

Customs  and  Excise  Kevenue,  m.,  11709 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  9390;  cons.  reg.  (hats, 
caps,  &c.),  10617;  (parasols,  &c.),  106^3; 
(waddings,  &c.),  10634-5-9;  (wigs,  &c.), 
10655;  (electrical  machines),  10734,  10740; 
if.e.,  10734-9),  11448;  (wire  netting), 
10757;  (locks),  10794;  (oils),  10892  if.o.. 
10910),  10980 ;  (paiats  and  culours),  ioSqS' 
8-9 ;  (fibro-ccment,  &c.),  10900-3 ;  (ylass, 
&c.),  10907;  (slate  slabs),  10998;  (stone 
and  marble),  10999,  ii45>>  (disinfec* 
tanu,  &c.),  11005-7;  (timber),  11035, 
11161-5;  (wood,  wicker,  &c.),  11056;  (baro- 
meters, &€.),  iio6o-a-3 ;  (kinematographs, 
&c.).  "064;  (paper),  11077,  11090,  ii4S5  • 
(licht-pausrohpapier),  11173;  (photographic 
accessories),  11176;  (stained  glass  windows), 
11190;  (surgical  appliances),  11192;  (rebate 
schedule),  11213;  (curtains,  K-c),  11439; 
(electrical  apparatus),  11449;  (woollen  piece 
goods),  11464;  (standards,  &c.),  11548;  (oiU), 
11113.    {See  Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) 

Defence ; 

Australian  Naval  Cadets,  Budget,  2270 
Flag,  suffly.  10119 

Fortifications,  New  South  Wales  and  Weab 

em  Australia,  sufpiy,  3446 
Government  Policy,  suffty,  8846 
Guns,  Lights,  and  Emplacements,  suffl}t 

374'.  3747 

GuDS,  Sydney  Heads  Foits,  Budget,  2370  i 

tuffly,  3446 
Harbor  and  Coastal  Defence,  tufflyt  3741-9) 

3747 

Military  Officers :  Statetnenti  in  Parliament^ 

q..  12043 
Morris  Tubes,  p.,  9478 

Naval  Agreement,  address,   lia;  q..  1378; 
suffty,  i8o6;  Budgtt,  2270;  suf^y,  3340; 
q..  7461,  8815,  ia040-l. 
Naval  Defence  Policy,  q..  5137 
Officers,  shortage  of,  suffly,  f.c,  3455 
Rifle  Ranges,  suf^y,  3449 
Small  Arms  Factory,  suffly,  3716 
Swan  Island  Boat  Harbor,  suffly,  3449 
Torpedo  Boats,  tenders  for,  f.,  1750 
Electoral  Act  Administration,  suffly,  1808 
Electoral  Rolls,  suffly,  11366 
Empire:  Australian  Loyalty,  q.,  11154-5 
Estimates,  Additional,  suffly,  11287,  I'SSSi 

11362-4-6-7,  11377.  "400 
Estimates :  Contmgenciei,  sufpiy,  180S 
Etcise  Tariff  (Agricultural   Machinery)  Act, 
q.,  4927 

Expenditure,  Increase  of,  suffly,  9994 
Federal  CapiUl,  address,  iig;  q.,  297;  adj., 

1469;  suffly,  1878;  Budget,  2371 ;  g.,  2650; 

suffly,  2899;         3."!o8,  7111;  supply,  8845; 

q.,  9642;  suffly,  ^S6,  10477;  i-  "*8t 
Finance,   Commonwealth  and   S'^te.  supply, 

3138,  11287;  Payment  of  Monthly  Balances, 

adf.,  X1736;  q..  11739 
Govemmeott   potitton  of   the,  address,  109; 

tftf^y.  10477 


Johnson,  Ur.  W.  E. — eontinueti. 
Govemor-GeneTal's  Residences,  suffly,  9884 
Harvesters :  Excise,  Budget^  4367 
High  Commissioner,  address,  118;  q.,  9091 
Immigration  :  Land  Question,   suffly^  £(977, 
9407 

Imperial  Conference,  address,  iii ;  suffly, 
180^;  Delegates'  Expenses,  suffly,  11363 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  <om. 
(penally  for  disobedience  of  summons), 
11963 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  int.,  630;  2K.,  719;  com,  (Power  ta 

make  survey),  737,  738 
Kanakas,  repatriated,  q.,  503;  suffly,  1806 
London  Offices,  q.,  3732,  3851 
Mail  Contracts  : 

Cancelled,  address,   118;    q.,    35a,  1517; 
sufpiy,  2900;  q.,  9388 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  q.,  80,  297;  m., 
6456,  6499 

Orient    Company's    Temporary  Contract, 

suffly,  2901 
Manufactures   Encouragement  Bill,  q.,  7416 
Meteorological  Branch,  address,  120;  tufily, 
180S 

Navigation  Conference,  atftfr»r,  114;  404 

New  Hebride*.  m..  470;  q.,  647,  1413,  1596, 

2121,  8818;  suffly.  9410,  9499;  q..  10877 
New  Protection,  Budget,  2175;  q.,  3171 
New  Protection  (Tarifi),  4107 
Northern  Territory,  address,   xzt  \   m.,  469; 

budget,  3271;  adj.,  234b  i  <?.,  2566,  4413 
Ol'l-age  Pensions,  suffly,  9350,  11288.  [Set 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill) 
Opium  Smuggling,  q.,  9099 
Pacific    Islands:    Trade,   q.,    1378;  suffly, 

1806,  9499;  Foreign  Powers,  suffly,  94U* 

Mail  Service,  suffly.  9514 
Pairs,  exfl.,  6519,  0793 

Papua,  sufpiy,  9409,  9498.  Q505-6;  suspension 
of  Mr.  Drummond,  q.,  10878,  11742;  Ad- 
ministrator, suffly,  9505-6;  q.,  11335 

Parliament  : 
Exhibits:   Lobbying,  q.,  6591,  7115;  eh., 

109S0 
Lighting,  g.,  7249 

Reflections  on  Members,  q.,  8935;  m.,  0953; 
cds.,  10980,  11113 
Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bfll,  cam.  (short 
title),  11780;  (escape  from  custody),  ti^^i; 
(disobedience  of  summons),  11782;  (prevent- 
ing witnesses  from  giving  evidence),  11783, 
12066 

Pearl  Fisheries  :  Immigration  Restriction  Art, 
g.,  958a 

Petition:  Signatures,  f.o.,  3408;  a6.\,  3410; 
3417 

Pianos :  Invoice  value,  q.,  yty 

Post  and  Telegra^  Department  :  Ro\-ml  Cob- 
mtssioB,  ebs.,  8817;  suffly,  10246,  104x4; 
Ministerial  Statement,  f.a,,  11630 

Post  and  Telegraph  Offices : 
Cloncurry  Post  Office,  suffly,  3531 
Dalby  Post  Office,  suffly,  3S31 
Marrickrillc  Post  Office,  suffly,  9880 
Melbourne  General  Pott  Office,  suffly,  35x1 
Northam  Post  Office,  sufflv,  3537 
Rockdale  Post  Office,  suffly,  3340 
Roma  Post  Office,  supply,  3^,^* 
St.  Peter's  Post  Office,  ^ufflxr^i*W> 
Sydney  General  Post  0(G»>v'W|ji^  3516 
Toowoosba  Post  Office,  iuff*v,  953a 
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JohnKQ,  Mr.  W.  ^—catUimud. 
PosUl  and  Telegraphic  Serrice  i 
AdmiDistratioit :  New    Sooth   Wales,  ttdj.t 

6231;  tuffly^  6283 
Broken  Shifts:  Mail  Branch:  Sydney  Gene* 

ral  Post  Office,  6S96 
Delays  in  Answering  Corzespondence,  suffiy, 

10247 

Delayed  Telegrams,  4748 

Increase  of  Staff :  New  South  Wales, 

4842;  suffly,  4«S5 
Officials  as  Returning  Officers,  m.,  710 
Penny  Postage,  Budget,  aayo 
Penny  Postage  Radius :  New  South  Wales, 

sufply,  10347, 
Prohibition  of  Medical  Quacks'  Corre^ond- 

enc«.  >7S» 
Sans  Souci  and  Sandringham  :  requirement!] 

suffiy,  3519  , 
Stamp,  Commonwealth,  suffty.  11400 
Sydney  General  Post  Office  :  Overtime  and 

Sweating,  tuffly,  4855;       5416;  tuffly, 

6283 ;  q.,  7x71 ;  Parcels  Branch,  sufflyt 

8843 

Telegraphic  Delays,  a.,  10874 

Telegraphists'   Pay  for  Sunday  Work,  f.. 
10134;  suffiy,  10248;  g.,  iroi6 

Temporary  Hands,  supply,  8844,  11400 

Typewiitint!    Machines    for  Telegraphists, 
5530  • 

Vote  for,  supply,  11287-9 
Prefermtiat  Trade,  g..  11637 
Preferential  Trade  (TariU),  4783,  4870,  5080 
Prime  Minister,  Health  of  the,  adj.,  3230 
Printing  Committee,  f.o.,  770 
Privilege  :  Select  Committee  upon  Procure, 

m.,  9953 
Public  Service : 

Allowances,    Western    Australia,  suffiy^ 

"3*7 

Customs,  New  South  Wales,  1281 
Increments,  Sydney  General  Post  Office, 
2794 

Temporary  Employ^;,  suffiy,  11358-64-77, 
11400 

Quarantine  Bill,  (17m.  [scope  of  quarantine), 
1459 ;  (examination  of  imported  animals), 
'755 

Questions,  f.a.,  606;   Ministers'  answers  to, 

tuffly.  2896 
Secret  Drugs :  Mr.  Bea1e*s  Report,  adj.,  3004; 

9956;  supply,  9980 
Session,  Close  of  the,        10180,  I1703 
Shipping  Combine,  adj.,  3956 
Shipping,  equipment  of,  address,  114 
Standing  Orders,  f.,  6421 
Statistics.  Printing  of,  supply,  9876-8 
Sugar ;  Bounty  a^d  Excise,  Budget,  2270 
Supply  : 
Attorney-General,  11364 
Defence  (Central  Administration),  10119 
External  Affairs  (Administrative),  8977,  9407, 
11358;  (Papna),  9409>  949*.  9505i  (Pacific 
Islands    Mail    Serrice),    9514;  (Miscel- 
laneous), 1 1363-4 
Home  Affairs  (Census  and  Statistics),  0S76- 
8;  (Meteorological  Branch),  9880:  (Works 
and  Buildings),  9880;  (Governor-General's 
Establishment),     9884;  (Miscellaneous), 
9886,    9891;    (Electoral    Office),  11366; 
fPublic  Service  Commissioner),  11367 
Postmaster-General   (Central   Staff),  10246, 
11400 

Trade  and  Customs,  9984,  9990-4,  11377 


Johnson,  Mr.  W.  ^.—ecHHttued. 
Supply — continued. 
Treasury  (Government  Printer),  9980 
Works    and     Buildings    (Home  Affairs}, 
3338;  (Post  and  Telegraph),  3340,  3516; 
(f.o.,  3520),  3528,  3530,  3531,  3537  J  (De- 
fence), 3340,  3446,  3449,  3455,  3736,  3741. 
3747  J   (Trade  and  Customs),  3435,  3443; 
(Telegraphs  and  Telephones),  3549 
Supply  Bill  (No,  2),  in/.,  180a,  1805;  ad.raf.^ 
1877 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  int.,  5800 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  int..  6283 

Supply  Bill  [No.  5),  int.,  884a 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  aB.,  1x748 

TariU,  m.,  3173,  2363;  tuffly,  2899,  4x06; 
rep.,  7453: 
Britirii  Uoods,  Preference,  q.,  3335,  3311 
Debates,  conclusion  of,  q.,  11052 
Dressed  Timber,  q.,  3300,  3420 
Duties,  increase  of,  ^.o„  5640 
Effect  on  Employment,  q.,  10008 
Goods  in  transit  :  exemptions,  q.,  1976 
Hat  and  Machinery   Duties:    Pairs,  exfl., 
6519.  6793 

Hat-making  Machmery  :  Rebates,  f 6739  i 

6745;  g.s  68x3;  eant,  rtq.,  xiais 
Lining  Boards,  q.,  4199 
Personal  explanation,  adj.,  4343 
Petition,  3619 

Photographic  Plates,  q.,  3854 
Potato  Flour,  q.,  54^5 

Printing  Paper :  Exemption  from  Duty,  q., 
1 1179 

Recommittal  of  items,  ad.  ref.,  7453 
Refunds  of  Duty,  q.,  4199,  7300 
Senate's  Requests,  q..  9390 
Stimulus  to  Industries,  a.,  9090 
Tartaric  Acid,  &c.  :  Collection  of  DutT,  q., 
11098 

Wholesalers'  increased  prices,  supply.  1803; 
q..  1867,  3564 

Wire  Netting,  q.,  4rQ9 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Agricultural,   Ac,   Machinery   and  Imple- 
ments, 6564-5-8,  6588 

Ale,  &c.,  4106 

Ammonia,  6969 

Ammonia  Condenser  Coils,  6113 

Apparel  and  Attire,  5629 

Arms,  6o.^8 

Asphalt  Mastic,  6909 

Bananas,  5336,  5340 

Barometers,  &c.,  cons,  rtq.,   1 1060-2-3 

Biscuits,  4774 

Blacking,  &e.,  6845,  6850,  6855-6-8 

Blankets,  Flannels,  ftc-,  571a,  ^718,  5725, 5730- 

Blue,  4780,  4783 

Buckets,  &c.,  7138,  7119 

Candles,  4870,  4952,  «o8o,  5132-3-4 

Chaffcutters,  ftc.,  6564-5 

Chums,  ftc,  6568 

Ciearettes.  4104 

Citrus  Fruits,  5333 

Cl.iy  Smoking  Pipes,  7397 

Cocoa  Butter,  ftc,  5259 

Cocoa  and  Chocolate,  5256-8 

Coffee,  5362-3 

Combs,  ftc,  7143 

Confectionery,  5320,  5341,  5345,  5355 
Cornflour,  5348,  5356 
Curtains,  ftcr  eons,  req.i 
DisinfectanU, 
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Johnson,  Mr.  W.  E. — (ontinued. 

Tariff  Kesolutions  {C\aiomi)--coniiHKed. 
Electrical  Apparatus,  eons,  reg.,  11449 
Electrical  Machinery,  6805;  egnt.  reg.,  107341 

10740,  I I 448 
Etben.  4139 
Fancy  Goods,  7141-2 
Feathers,  5636 

Fibro^ement,  &c.,  cons,  reg.,  10900-2 

Fish,  5165,  5272,  5375 

Flannelette,  5919,  5926 

Famiture,  7003,  7015,  7020,  7021 

Galvanized  Iron,  653a 

Glass,  &c.,  6916,  6930;  eons,  reg.,  10907 

Gloves,  5940 

Glue  and  Gelatine,  6948,  6q53-4-5 

Hats,  Caps.  &c.,  5952.  5956,  5962,  5966, 

5968;  cons,  req.,  10617 
Incandescent  Filament  Lamps,  &c.,  6809 
Infants  and  Invalids'  FiMds,  5531,  5525 
Jewellery,  7146-8 

Kinematographs,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  11064 
Lasts  and  Trees,  7136 

Lead,  6049,  6051-2 

Leaf  and  Foil,  6114 

Leather  and  Rubber  Belting,  ftc,  7164 

Licht-pausrohpapier,  7269;  eons,  req.,  XI173 

Locks,  eons.  req..  10794 

Machines  and  Machinery,  6715,  6739,  6745 

Metal  and  Plated  Ware,  6iia 

Molasses,  4765 

Nails,  6610,  6618,  6619,  66ao 
Oils,  eons,  req.,  10892,  10980,  11113 
Oilmen's  Stores,  n.e.i.,  553a 
Opium,  6996 

Paints  and  Colours,  6876-9,  6882-3-6:  eons. 

req.,  10895-8-9 
Paper,  manuf actuies  of,  7185 ;  eons,  req., 

11077 

Paper,   &c.,   7234-5-7-8;  eons,  req.,  11090, 
"455 

Parasols,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  10622 
Perfumery,  6998 

Photographic  Accessories,  cons,  req.,  11176 

Photographs,  7367 

Pianos,  7307 

Pipes.  Ac,  7396-7 

Potato  Flour,  3344 

Printing  Roller  Composition,  6956 

Kebate  :  Machinery,  6745;  eons,  req.,  11313 

Rice,  5530,  5533 

Rice  Root,  4793 

Roofing  Slates,  6957 

Rubber  Hose,  7159 

Rubber  Manufactures,  7160-j 

Sago  and  Tapioca,  4774 

Saws,  675a 

Sewing  Machines,  6099,  6itt 
Sheep  Shearing  Machines,  6588 
Slate  Slabs,  cont.  req.,  1099S 
Soap,  5543,  5546 
Socks  and  Stockings,  5936 
Stained  Glass  Windows,  6916;  eons,  req., 
11190 

Standards,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  11548 

Starch,  5547-8 

Stationery,  Ac,  7343 

Stearme,  Paraffine  Wax,  &c.,  5144 

Steel,  band  or  ribbon,  6116 

Stone  and  Marble,  6958;  eons,  req,,  10999, 

"45a 
Stores,  6045 
Strawboard,  7331 


Johnson,  Mr.  W.  E. — eontinued. 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)— ^0«/(iuretf. 
Sugar,  Invert,  4764 
Surgical  Appliances,  eons,  req.,  11193 
Timber,  7045,  70S9;  cons,  req,,  11035, 

11161-5 
Tobacco,  4JIQ,  4343,  4285 
Trimmings,  &c.,  5938 
Type,  Printers',  6763 
Vehicles,  7286,  7292-3 
Waddings,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10634-5-9 
Weighing  Machines,  &c.,  6636,  M3a 

W|8"»  5939  i  eons,  req.,  10655 
Wine,  4i4d 

Wire-netting,  4539;  eons,  req.,  10757 
Wood  Wicker  and  Cane,  exfl,,  7001 ;  eoms. 
req.,  11056 

Woollen  Piece  Goods,  5810 ;  cons,  reg.,  11464 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise) : 
Cigarettes,  4317 

Tariff  Revision,  address,  115 

Telephone  Service,  Budget,  2370 ;  sufflj,  8S43 ! 
Como  Bureau,  suffly,  3518 
Disinfection  of  Receivers,  suffly,  3549 
Melbourne- Sydney,  q.,  11179 
Miranda  facilities,  suffly,  3519 
Public  Bureaux,  q,,  10178 
Rockdale  Exchange,  suffly,  3518 
SyWania,  3519 

TransferrecT  Properties,  Budget.  3371 

Trawler,  suffly,  3443 

Ventilation  of  Chamber,  adj.^  3683 

Warning  Light,  Sydney  General  Post  Office, 
suffly.  9880 

Wire-netting,  seisure  of  :  Cancellation  of  car- 
riers' licences,        3687,  3793;  suffly,  3896 

Women's  Work  Exhibition  Grant,  suffly, 
1804,  1877 

Kaatlng,  SenatOF  Hon.  J.  H.,  Ttumania : 

Acts  and  Documents  :  Distribution,  q.,  6o6t 
Additional  Appropriation   Bill   1907-8,  com.. 

Schedule  :  Home  Affairs  (Electoral  Office), 

1 161 7-8 

Additional  Appropriation  (Works  and  Bnild- 
ings)  Bill  i9i^-8,  eom..  Schedule  (Home 
Affairs),  11693-6 

Appropriation  Bill,  com..  Schedule  :  Home 
Affairs  (Electoral  Office),  10304;  (Censol 
and  Statistics),  10306-7;  (Miscellaneous), 
10307-8-9;  3a.,  10398 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill, 
eom.  (Trade  and  Customs],  3931;  (De- 
fence), 4044;  (Telegraphs  and  Telephones), 
4050 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  itU.,  132 ;  at.,  651 ;  eom. 
(application of  State  laws), 668;  ^.0.,  671,674, 
747>  '585,  1592,  1705,  1966,  1973;  (signature 
essential  to  liability),  747;  (accommodation 
bill  or  partjr),  748;  (non-acceptance),  748; 
(notice  of  dishonour),  748;  (presentment  of 
dieque),  yco,  3056,  3060;  (protection  of 
banker :  cheques),  755,  3063,  2194,  aaos, 
3208,  3209;  (good  faith),  758;  (signature). 
759;  (protest:  notary),  760,  762;  (computa- 
tion of  time),  3210;  Second  Schedule,  2284; 
recom.,  new  clauses  (State  stamp  duty), 
329^;  (post-dated  cheqne|,  3297,  2398;  (pro- 
tection of  banker:  promissory  notes),  2299; 
recom.,  3407;  (presentment  of  stale  cbeqne), 
3408,  3411,  3413;  (protest:  notary),  341$; 
Second  Schedule,  3419 
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Keating,  Senator  Hon.  J.  H.—^ontiittud. 

Bounties  Bill,  iR.,  147 1 ;  2R.,  1707,  3762;  earn. 
(specification  of  bounties),  3769,  2770 ;  (offences 
against  Act),  377I-2-5 ;  new  clause  (preven- 
tion of  monopoly)^  3776;  new  clause,  (sup- 
ply of  information  by  applicant),  2778,  a78a» 
a784»  3786;  (regulation*).  3787,  3848,  2854, 
3859;  First  Schedule  (cotton),  3867,  387a; 
(new  Zealand  flax),  3073;  (jute),  3100; 
(sital  hemp),  3367;  (mohair),  3380;  (col>ra), 
3395;  ,("«).  346S«  3474:  (rubber),  3491, 
3559;  (coffee),  3720,  3733-4;  (tobacco),  4347, 
4261;  (fish),  4363-3-5,  4370;  (dates),  4383; 
(wool  tops),  4391 ;  Second  Schedule,  43Qi-a, 
4483;  reeom,t  ^36;  First  Schedule  (coffee), 
4896;  (tobacco),  4897;  £aHt.  mes.,  6410-1-3- 
3-4;  Regulations,  g.,  9138 

Cabin  to  Tasmania,  g.,  1566,  1815,  3179, 
3407;  suppiy,  4050;  g.,  4470,  5560,  7633; 
King  Island,  11467,  11863-4,  119871  £ut- 
em  £xtension  Telegraph  Company,  sufflyt 
13138 

Collins,  Captain,  g.,  1814 
Commerce  Act,  g.,  7701 
Compulsory  Voting,  g.,  650 

CusWmi  Tariff  Bill,  (am..  Schedule: 
Acetic  Acid,  ftc.,  9337-9 
Ammonia,  &c.,  9340  {f.fi.,  9343-6),  9375-7-9, 
9380 

Art,  Works  of,  9937 
Bananas,  7838,  7872 
Basketware,  n.c.i.,  9573 
Bicycles,  &c.,  9815,  Q821 
Blacking,  &c.,  8366 
Blacks,  8473-4-6 
Bottles,  8496-7-9,  8500-1 
Bronzing,  &c..  Powders,  8375 
Buckets  and  Tubs,  9644 
Carbide  of  Calcium,  9357 
Carbonic  Acid  Gas,  9253 
Casks,  &c.,  9644-5 
Chemical  Compounds,  &c.,  9293 
Children's  Tricycles,  9823 
Coffee,  7763,  7780-1-3 
Cresylic  Acid,  Ac,  9373 
Cycle  Parts,  9834-15 
Doors  of  Wood,  9640 
Drugs  and  Chemicals,  9270-1-3 
Fire  Bricks,  &c.,  8479 
Fish,  7783-4,  7797 

Frames,  Photograph  and  Picture,  9641 

Fruits,  citrus,  7839 

Furniture,  9353-4-6 

Ginger,  green,  7833 

Glass.  8483-9,  8490-I-3-3-4-6 

Globes,  9813 

Glue,  &c.,  8503-3-9,  8513 
Glycerine,  &c.,  929? 

Grain  and  Pulse,  7889,  7894,  7907,  7919 

Graphite,  &c.,  8368-9 

Hay  and  ChafF,  7933 

Hogsheads,  second-hand,  9647 

Honey,  Jams,  &c.,  7945 

Insecticides,  Sheep  Washes,  &c.,  9280 

Isinglass,  S064 

Licht-pausrohpapier,  9814-5 

Loun«s  and  Settees,  9385-6 

Malt  Extract,  7956-9 

Matches,  8009,  8010 

Meats,  ftc,  8ota-4 

Medicines,  q2qi 

Motor  Cycles,  ftc,  9833 

Naphthalene,  9275 


Keating,  Senator  Hon,  J.  H. — continued. 
Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule)— fffiift'iiwtf. 
Nuts,  8033-6-7 
Oatmeal,  &c.,  7919 
Oilmen's  Stores,  8047,  S059 
Oils,  8387,  8391,  8414-5-6-7,  8434,  8444-6-7 
Onions,  7883-7 
Paint  Removers,  ftc,  8472 
Paints,  8450-1,  8471 

Paper,  ftc,  9679,  9680,  9744-5.  9755-7-8-9» 

9762,  9797-8-9,  9800-1 
Patterns,  Paper,  9808 
Pencils,  Pens,  ftc,  9S01,  9810-1-3-3 
Perambulators,  ftc,  9833-3-4 
Poles,  Bent,  9643 
Printing  Ink.  9805 

Printing  Roller  Compo^tion,  8530-6 
Rennet,  ftc,  8065 
Rice,  8067,  8083-6-7 
Roasting  Dishes,  ftc,  84S3 
Roofing  Tiles,  ftc.  8478-9 
Saccharine,  937a 
Salt,  8090 

Sausage  Casings,  8018 

Shafts,  0642 

Slate  Slabs,  8538,  853a 

Soap,  8096 

Spices,  8099 

Sparklets,  Sioo 

Stained  Glass  Windows,  8483,  9937 
Starch  Flour,  8iot 

Stone  and  Marble,  8535,  8549,  8550-1-3 
Strawboardj  9755 
Tallow,  ftc,  8377,  8380.1 
Tartaric  Acid,  &c,  0393 
Tea,  8108 

Timber,  9387,  9425,  9449,  9455-6,  9463-5-6-9, 
9538-9.    9547-8  955o-0»  95S4-6-7*- 

T<^acco,  7634,  7647-8-9-50-3 
Tool  Handles,  ftc,  9634-5 
Vegetables,  7873 
Vegetables,  Herbs,  dried,  7874-5 
Vehicles,  9826-9,  9830-2-3 
Voltoids  of  Sal-ammoniac,  9275-7-9,  9380 
Wicker,  ftc,  9564,  9570 
Wine,  sparkling,  7635-9 
Wood,  Articles  of,  n.e.i.j  9573-7-9 
Defence : 

Ammunition,  Defective,       3463;  adp^  461S 
Ammimiti<Hi  Factory,  6409 
Ammunition  Waggons,       4245,  4364 
Australian  Appointments :  Defence  Forces^ 
4471 

BerriDga  Rifie  Club,  q.,  26x6,  5978,  7841 

Boots,  Service,  q.,  Q137 

Cadet  Forces,  q..  8672,  8866 

Cadet  Uniforms,        249.  11580 

Cadets:  New  South  Wales:  Equipment,  0... 

iiai9;  Western  Australia,  q.,  3464,  3706 
Cartridge  Blanks,       9^7,  9796,  10255 
Cartridges,  q.,  9796 
Coastal  Vessels,  3179 
Corps  of  Guides,  suffly,  80Q9 
Dove,  Major,  q.,  10353-4-5 
Fremantle  Barrack  Accommodation,  suffly, 

11696 

Fremantle  Graving  Dock,  q.^  7977,  8700^ 
10369 

Hobart  Barrack  Reserve,  ^f^ciAo 
Hobait  Rifle  Range,  Ju^N^SM^IV  4i4» 
Horses,  suffly,  8995 ;  f.,  9137 
Eeraog  Rifle  Range,  q.,  8424 
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Keating,  Senator  Hon.  J.  H. — continued. 
Defence — ccniinued. 

Lithgow  :   Land   for   Small-arms  Factory, 

supply,  1169a 
Maribyrnong :   Land   for  Cordite  l-'actory, 

supply,  1169a 
Military  Leather  Equipments,  q.,  9042 
Military  Saddles,  a.,  10920;  supply,  12140 
Military  Schools,  Melbourne  and  Sydney, 
4»43 

Military  Uniforms,  q.,  353,  354,  5859,  6295, 

9797.  "303 
Nairne  Easter  Encampment,  q.,  9137 

Naval    Officers'    Report,    j.,   9633,  11301, 

11580;  supply,  12140 
Officers  sent  Abroad,  supply,  12147 
Ctoe-Tree  Point  Battery,  q.,  4142 
Percussive  Caps,  q.,  119S6 
ProteetoT,  supMv,  12147 
Rifle  Clubs :  Western  Australia,  q.,  6061, 

6294}   Relations  with   Commandant,  q., 

757* 

Rifle  Matches,  Sydaev  :  Charge  for  Tents, 

t:  So83-4>  5*83,  6189 
State  Forces,  Quotas,  q.,  4471 ;  adj.,  4618 
Submarines,  q.,  7754 

Tenth    Australian    Infantry    Regiment,  q., 
8424 

Thursday   Island   Fortificalions ;  Explosion, 
q.,  11678;  supply,   11696,  13147 

Torpedo  Boats,  q.,  1814,  1928,  2179,  4471. 
11301,  "580;  supply,  12140 

Transport   Waggons,  q.,   7704,  7752; 
7844 

Wireless  Telegraph  Stations,  q.,  9537 
Eastern   Extension  Telegraph   Company,  sup- 
ply, 1 2 138 

Election  Expenses  ;  Recoup,  supply,  10304 
Election  Expenses   Reimbursement  Bill,  2K., 
12148 


Electoral  Act : 
Amending  Bill,  q. 

"145 
Electoral 


9796;  supply ^  11618-9, 
Western  Australia, 


officers 
supply,  10304-5 
Interference  with  voters;  Corio,  adj.,  2449} 

f-i  33641  43t'2 
Nomination  paper,  Bowen,  q.,  9735;  suf^y, 
10398 

Rolls,  Publication  of,  g.,  9633;  Removal  of 
Names,  supply,  11617-S;  q.,  11983-4 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  q.,  4363 ;  int., 
447a;  2R.,  5114;  com.  (i)oweT  to  appoint 
assessors),  511S;  new  clauses  (exclusion  of 
lawyers),  5120,  5124 ;  (protection  of  wit- 
nesses), 5129 

Excise  Tariff  Bill,  com..  Schedule  (Tobacco), 
10015;  (amylic  alcohol,  &c.),  10025;  (gl"' 
cose),  10027-31 

Exi^orts  :  Statistical  Tables,  q.,  1816 

Federal  Capital  Sites,  q.,  S28,  829,  10004 ; 
maps,   m.,  10369 

Fire      Insurance  :      Commonwealth,  supply, 

1*145 
Hansard,  g.,  5177 

Immigration  Restriction  Act  :  Bonds  for  Sick 

Sailors,  q.,  10829 
Industrial  Awards,  q,,  8103,  8154 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  3H.,  1694;  q.,  3558,  7541,  7927.  8221, 

8505,  I 1217 
Kanakas,  Repatriation  of.  sufl>ly,  8087 
Labour  Bure.iux  :  \V:i|,'e9  and  Cost  of  Living, 

9  *  "3^3 


Keating,  Senator  Hon.  J.  H. — eonHnmed, 
Land,  Alienated  and  Unalienated,  q.,  4364 
Land  Claim  :  Mr.  Spencer,  f.,  5^3 
Lighthouses,  supply,  10308-9,  12146 
Mail  Contracts : 
Cooktown  Service,  q..  11987 
North-West  Coast,  Western  Australia,  sup- 
ply, 10398 

Tasmania,  j.,  745;  abs.^  829;   q.,  2845, 
3941 

Mhp  of  Austtalasia,  sufply,  10307,  12145 
Marine    Signal    Stations,    Sonth  Australia, 

supply,  4051 
Meteorologists ;  International  Conference,  f 

8422 

Meteorology,  supply,  140,  8988 ;  Tasmaniaa 
Forecasts,  q..  7568,  7843;  adj.,  7652 

Northern  Territory  :  Mining,  931 

Officers*  Compensation  Act,  q..  10828,  10919 

Papers,  printing  of,  m.,  248 

Papua :  Steam  Service,  q.,  1927 

Parliament :  Accommodation,  supply,  8985 ; 
Personal  Attendance,  supply.  S986 

Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  2R.,  12127 ;  com. 
(no  action  for  publishing  Parliamentary 
Papers),  12131-3;  (no  action  for  publishing 
copies,  &c.),  12136 

Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  inl.,  354;  at, 
763;  com.  (escape  from  custody),  765;  (pre- 
venting witnesses  from  giving  evidence),  766 

Penny  Postage,  q.,  1233 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 

Alleged  Disorganization,  supply,  9002 
Eucla  Allotments,  q.,  6297 
Queensland,  q.,  4705 
Stores  and  Material,  supply,  9003 
Tenders  :  British  Preference,  q.,  8868 

Post  and  Telegraph  Offices  : 
Post  and  Telegraph  Office,  Moora,  j.,  5178 
Post  Office,  Port  Pirie,  q.,  745,  8700 

Postal  Rates  Bill,  q.,  4037 

Postal  Service  : 

*'  Allowance  "  Postmasters,  q.,  8617,  869S 
Assistant  Sorters',  Brisbane,  q.,  I1471 
Boy  Labour,  q.,  1470 
Carting  of  Mails,  Brisbane,  q.,  1688 
Contracts  for  Uniforms :  Wages  Conditions, 

9->  754a,  757»  ^  ^ 

Cue  :  Postmaster,  q.,  6296 

Delay  in  delivery  of  letters,  adj.,  1055 
Delay   of    Nomination   Paper,    Bowen,  f., 

5735;  su^y,  10398 
Early  Closmg  ol  Offices,  q.,  5980 
East  Brighton:  Postmaster,  q..  8617,  8698 
Eucla :  Purchase  of  Allotments,  q.,  6297 
Launceston  Post  Oflice  Staff,       7848,  8029, 

9735,  10003 
Letter  Carriers,  Brisbane,  q.,  10370,  I1384; 

Queensland,  q.,  1232 
Letter  Clcarers,  Brisbane,  323J 
Mitchell,  Hundred  of.  South  Australia,  f-, 

9633 

Moonta  Mines,  q.,  8154,  82S6 

Motor  Cars,  q.,  4471,  8423 

Newspapers  :  Delivery  of,  q..  7926 

Port  Adelaide  Outer   Harbor  facilities,  q., 

7976 

Port  Pirie.  q.,  29,  132 

Postage  on  News-sheets,  q.,  1688 

Postal  Facilities :  Western  Australia,  adj.. 


Jidy  S,  1907,  to  Jujw  o,  190S. 


Keating*  Senntor  Hon.  J.  H. — tontinued. 

Postal  Service — eoniinuH. 
Queensland   Postal  Staff,  q.,   1233,  11384, 
1:471 

Springfield  Post  Office  :  Mrs.  Murray,  q.^ 
6407 

Stamps,  Design  for,  q.,  5083,  5648 
Stamps,  Sale  of :  Gawler  Post  Office,  q.^ 

5082,  7569 
Stockwell  Post  Office  Staff,  loaca 
Sydney  General  Post    Office :  iTndennan- 

ning,  q.,  6ig6 
Sydney- Melbourne  Mail,  f.,  1035a 
Sydney  Mail  Ur.mch,  q,,  3798 
Tasmnninn  Mai!s  for  England,       131;  adj., 

157:  q..  2845,  3941 
Tasmnnian  Mails  :  Carriage  from  Victoria, 

J.,  iSis.  lOJQ,  2031 
Tattersall's   Sweeps  Correspondence ;  Tat- 

manian  Bank's  Action,  q.,  8364 
Printing  Committee,  m.,  7844 
Printing  Oflice,  Commonwealth,  g.,  4707 
Printing     Office,    Melbourne,    supply,  8089, 
8991-; 

Public  Offices,  Melbourne,  q.,  5284 
Public  Service  : 
Actions   by   Dismissed   Officers,  6296* 

7569 

Allowances.  Queensland,  q.,  7977,  84S3 

Blakney,  Mr.  E.  A.  :  Classification  and  pro- 
motion, q.,  7702,  7752,  7796;  abs..  78^; 
q.,  8^64.  8555,  869q,  8867,  9743 

Boards  of  Inqmiy  :  Uivisional  Representa- 
tive, Queensland,  q.,  867a 

Civic  Positions,  q..  7754,  7926,  7977,  SaaiJ 
ad/.,  8421 ;  <?.,  8554,  9139 

Classification  :  Tasmanian  Postal  Depart- 
ment, q.,  8699 

Commissioner's  Report,  q.,  8076 

Examinations,  q.,  4144 

Gratuities  for  Suggestions,  supply,  10307 

List  of  Officers,  q.,  8076 

Long  Service  Leave,  q.,  7572,  11384 

Medical  Officers,  sufpiy,  10307 

Office  Cleaners,  supply,  10307 

Overtime  Payments,  Western  Australia,  q-, 
7754.  7791-2 

Plebiscite  of  Post  and  Telegraph  Officers: 
Grievances,  q.,  7704 

Regulations,  m.,  690;  q.,  1684 

Superannuation  Fund,  q.,  7704 

Suspended  Officer  :  Brisbane,  q.,  6296 

Transfers  to  Clerical  Division,  q.,  '5176 
Qnatantine,  q.,  2405,  5367,  8508 
Quarantine  Bill,  2R.,  2941;  com.   (scope  of 

Quarantine),  5304 ;  (arrangements  with  State 
iovemments  :  stations,  &c.),  5305,  5317; 
(powers  of  Commonwealth),  5322,  5335, 
5483-41  5670.  59S7;  °cw  paragraph  (ex- 
clusion of  consumptives),  p-o.,  5993 j  (ex- 
emption of  vessels),  5993;  (disinfecting  ap- 
paratus on  vessels),  5993-4;  (vessels  to  mter 
first  ports  of  entry),  5995 ;  (hoisting  of  quaran. 
tine  signal),  5997;  (signal),  5998,  6335-6: 
(master  to  deliver  health  report),  5999 ; 
(master  and  medical  officer  to  answer  ques- 
tions), 5999,  6000;  (no  person  to  quit  vessel 
subject  to  quarantine),  6000;  (quarantine 
officer  allowed  to  quit  vessel),  6ooa;  (nuar- 
antine  surveillance),  6003;  (performance  of 
quarantine  by  persons),  6005;  (release  from 
quarantine),  6005 ;  (performance  of  quar- 
antine by  goods),  6006,  6063;  (examination 


Keating,  Senator  Hon.  J.  H. — continued. 

of  imported  animals),  60^5,  6067;  (liability 
of  owners,  &c.,  for  provisions  for  qua'ao- 
tined  persons),  6073,  6077,  60S3;  (person* 
able  to  support  themselves),  6217-9,  6220; 
(owners  liable  for  services  of  medical  officer). 
6320 ;  (quarantine  signals),  6326 ;  [general 
definitions),  6227;  (persons  may  be  vaccin- 
ated), 6233-4;  (general  definitions),  6335-7 
Questions,  responsibility  for  answers  to,  g.. 

Senate  Election :  South  Australia,  q.,  jjfi^, 
8423 

Statistics,  printing  of,  1130-1,  1816;  sMf- 
pty,  10306 

Stores,  Tenders  for,  q.,  9041 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i)>  com..  Schedule :  Home 
Affairs  :  (Meteorology),  140 

Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  cam..  Schedule  ;  The 
Parliament,  8985;  External  Affairs  (Repat- 
riation of  Kanakas),  8987 ;  Home  Affairs 
(Electoral  Office),  8988;  (Meteorology), 
8988 ;  Treasury  (Government  Printing 
Office),  8089,  8qQi-2  i  Defence,  8995-6-8-9, 
9001  ;  Post  and  Telegraph,  qoo2 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  190S-9,  IS.,  12138;  com.f 
Schedule.  Home  Affairs  (Miseellaneaus}^ 
13145-6;  Defence:  (Central  Administration)^ 
12146:  (South  Australia),  12147 

Sydney- Melbourne  Express,  q.,  11317,  11301 

Tasmania  :  Cable  Service,  q.,  1566.  i8r5, 
3179,  3407;  tupply,  4050;  q.,  4470,  5560, 

7623,  11467,  11863-4,  "WJ  ^tf*y>  "'38 

Telegraph  and  Telephone  Service : 

Applications  for  Telephones,  g.,  650,  1470^ 
1566 

Automatic  Transmitters,  q.,  9537, 

Black  Range,  Western  Australia,  Telegraph 

Extension,  q.,  3743,  I19S7 
Copper  Wire  :  Departmental  Requirements^ 

q.,  11986 

Cypher  Telegrams,  q.,   1330;  adj.,  1686; 

q..  1927,  3039,  2031  • 

Interrupted     Telegraphic     Communication  j 
Victoria  and  South  Australia,  {.,  85o6» 

8555 

Isolated    Stations :    Medicine    Chests,  g,, 

9536 

MiUiccnt :  Telephone  Exchange,  q.,  6296 
Nanango  ;  Telephone  Exchange,  g,,  11864 
Party  Telephones  :  South  Australia,  g.,  29^ 
»3i.  247 

Pinnaroo  Railway  Telegraph  Line,  g.,  1939 
Pole  Dressers,.  7.,  8482,  8507,  8868;  tuffty, 

10398 

Poles,  q..  3363;  Wages  for  Painting,  g,, 

7703-4.  7795.  784a-3 
Port  Adelaide  Outer  Harbor  Facilities, 
7976 

Queensland ;    Telegraph   Service,  supply, 
9002;  q.,  9041,  9136;  Telegraphists,  g., 
,9536.  9891 ;  ad;.,  10400 
Riverina  Telephone  Facilities,  q.,  9742,  989a 
Sydney-Melbourne      Telephone      Line,  g., 

10839.30,  I1320 

Tasmania  :  State  Guarantee,  g.,  11QS7 
Telegram    Delivery :    Brisbane,    g.,  9796* 
10370 

Telegrams,  Postage  of  Delayed,  q.,  7633, 

7703,  7751-3,  7796 
™egr,ph  Chars.,,  ,.. 
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Keatmg,  Senator  Hon.  J.  H.—€ontiiuied. 
Telegraph  and  Telephone  Seiwicc—ecntimued. 
Telegraph   ConstructioQ   Branch :  Paifiters' 
Wages,  g.,  5647,  5857,  7703-4,  7795,  784J 
Telegraph  Message  i-orms,  q.,  11471 
Telegraph  Messenger,  Cairns,  g.,  4364 
Telegraph  Setrice :  Melbourne  to  Brisbane^ 
S  t  4*^5 

Telegraphic  Delay:  Kingscote,  g.,  JinS, 
11985.7 

Telegraphic  Money  Orders,  5979 

Telegraphists,  Assistant,  8979 

Telegraphists,  Numbers  of,  f.,  8433,  8864 

Telegraphists'  Overtime,  Western  Australia, 
S:  7754.  779»-2.  8865 

Telegraphists  :  Sunday  Work,  g.,  8864-5 

Telephone  Rates,  a.,  47a 

Telephone  Subscribers  :  Advertising  Supple- 
mentary Lists,  g.,  11865 

Telephone  Wires,  Western  Australia,  g., 
3900 

Telephonic    Communication  ;    Delays,  g; 

8506;  supply,  9003 
Undergiounding     Contracts :    Wages,  g., 

V^kIcm    Telegraphy,     g.,     1815,     2031  ; 
tuffly,  4050;  g.,  8701,  9537,  9796,  11383, 
11468,  11863,  irr)87;  suffiy,  12139 
Taimaoian  Coast :  Survey,  g.,  11985 
Timber,  Atutialian,  g.,  11383 
Tobacco  Combine,  3149 

Trawler :  Tenden  for  Construction,  g.^  tgaS, 
3039,  ao7i ;  suffly,  3931 

Unemployed :  Western  Australia,  adj.^  8697 
Voting  Hachinet,  0.,  131;        1271;  g.,  3798, 

7543.  8698,  113^,  11473.3 
Weather  Reports,  Queensland,  f.,  247;  Tas- 
mania, f,.  7568,  7652,  7843 

Year-Btok,  Printing  of,  4707;  ad}.t  9190; 
suffly,  10306}  g.,  itaiS 

Kelly,  Mr.  W.  Wtntmrth: 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  2027,  laaoi 
Advertising  Australia,  g.,  10523,  10576,  10652, 

i0753-4-5>  "0879,  11261,   11389:  m.,  io8»>; 

exfl.,  11051 

American  Fleet,  Visit  of,  suffly,  11366 
Australia,  Slanders  on,  suffly,  9613 
Australian  Industries  Preservation    Bill,  aB., 
9034;  cam,,  (Definition),  9131 ;  (Burden  of 
Proof),  9136,  9194,  9312 ;  (Power  of  Comp" 
trolIer-General  to  question,  &c.),  9219,  9225, 
9232-3-5 
Banking  Bill,  501 

Bounties  Bill,  adj.,  741 ;  eom.,  (appropriation), 
1000,  1002,  1017;  (specification  of  bounties), 
1032,  1057 ;  First  Sche'Sule,  1063,  1067 ;  (cot. 
ton),  1073;  (mohair),  1093;  (palm  fruit), 
1183;  (coffee),  1209;  (tobacco),  1331,  1226; 
f.O;  1329;  (tobacco),  1229,  1330;  (preserved 
fish),  1394,  1300,  1307;  recom.,  (specification 
of  bounties),  1382,  1387 ;  [conditioni  of 
botinty),  1389 

Budget  Debate,  adj.,  1743 

Busineu,  order  of,  adj.f  744 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  int.,  12076, 
13087;  "<>94i  (appropriation'), 

13094 

CommoDwealth  Representative  in  London,  406 


Kelly,  Ur.  W.  K.—eeniinMfd. 
Customs  Administration  : 

Comptroller-Geoeral,  suffly,  9983 
Drawback    on    Re-exported    Material,  f.* 

11329;  suffly,  11379 
Law  Costs,  suffly,  999i<2 
Oversea  Ships :  Collection  of  Duty,  suffly, 
9993-3 

Temporary  Employ^i,  suffty,  11 379 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons.  reg.  (Stearine, 
Paraffine  Wax,  &c.),  to5i3j  (Liquorice), 
10517;  (Hay  and  Chaff),  10544;  (Mustard), 
1055^;  (Apparel  and  Attire),  10566;  (Cni' 
tains),  10577;  (Hats,  Caps,  ftc),  10^-^ 
10595,  '060* »  txfl.,  10605  >  {Parasols,  ikc\ 
10633;  (Waddings,  ftc),  10631-3-6,  10643; 
(Socks,  ftc),  10643-9;  (Cutlery),  10673; 
(Motive  Power  Machinery,  ftc),  10677; 
(Log  Band  Saws),  10686;  (Manufactures  of 
Metal  n.e.i.),  10689,  10703:  (Electrical  Ma- 
chines), 10740;  (Electrical  Articles),  10748-9; 
(Standards,  ftc),  10802  ;  (Oils),  10S25,  io^-6, 
10892,  10910,  10996,  1 1 554-6 ;  (Paints  and 
Colours),  10899;  (Pibro-cement,  ftc),  10^; 
(Printing  Roller  Composition),  10997;  (^tone 
and  Marble),  10998 ;  (Ammonia),  iioot ; 
(Disinfectants,  &c.),  11003;  (Poles,  Bent), 
11057;  (Pent,  Pencils,  ftc),  11059,  ■1168-9; 
(Barometers,  ftc),  11063-4;  (Spectacles,  ftc), 
11067  :  (Slipper  Forms),  11068;  IPaper), 
11078-9,  11087 ;  (Printing  Ink),  11093; 
(Timber),  11147 ;  (Fishing  Lines),  11 175 ; 
(Rebate  Sdhedule),  11209,  11212;  (Coal-cni- 
ting  Machines),  11545:  (Stained  Glass  Win- 
dows), 11576-7.  (fM  Tariff  Resolutions  (Cus- 
toms).) 
Defence  : 

Australian  Navy,  suffly,  11415;  g.,  i2(nt 
Coastal  Defence:  Submarines,  suffty,  1781 
Collins,  Captain,  suffly,  iSii,  94S7,  10114 
ColouhouD,  Commander,  g.,  1749-50;  smfflft 
17S0 

Cordite  Factory,  g.,  9389 
Crouch,  Captain,  11703 
Easter  Encampment :  Transport  Delays,  f ., 
10484 

Field  Artillery  :  Ranges,  g.,   1595;  Guns, 

S  f  9479.  10077 
Government  Policy,  g,,  S812-3,  8926,  9009, 
9389;  tuffly,  9997,  10115.  10119,  l»408, 
11415;  Reports  by  Officers,  11743;  Im- 
perial Defence  Committee's  Tiews,  f., 
12040 

Horses,  suffly,  9995,  10117  ' 

Imperial  Defence   Committee's   Report,  g., 

588,  1087  J  suffly,  10116,  11370;  g.,  13040 
Military  College,  suffly,  10118 
Military  Officers:  Alien  Servants,  g.,  12156 
Naval  Agreement,  g.,  1377-8;  suffly,  10117; 

g.,  12041 
Pensions,  11385 

Pethebridge,  Commander,  suffly,  roti4 
Secrecy,  Maintenance  of,  suffly,  11370;  g., 
12156 

Small  Arms  Factory,  g.,  93S9;  Speeches  of 

Minister,  g.,  12041 
Thursday  Island,  suffly,  11370 
Torpedo  Boats,   tenders   for,   g.,  i74g-50i 

suffiy,  1780 
Defence  Bill,  g.,  9389 

Estimates,    AHdifional,    suffly,  it363-s-6, 

11370-5-9,  11403-8,  11415 
Expenditure,  Increase  of,  sufflfj  9993-4 
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Kelly,  Mr.  W.  K.-^onttnuei. 

Federal  Capital,  suf^y,  8863 ;  ; 9842.  10401 

{Set  Seat  of  Government  Bill.) 
Financial    Relations :      Commonwealth  and 

States:  ktonlhly  Balances,  adj.,  11734 
Geraldton  Trade,  svf^y,  9997 
Government,  Position  of  the,  m.,  10461 ;  tx^-t 

10480;  tupfly,  13187 
GoTemoT'General's  Residences,  supply,  9885 
High  Commissioner,  supply,  8967 
HoTsei,  Export  of^  supply,  9995 
Immigration :  Land  for  Settlement,  sufply, 

8967;  q.,  9090;     supply,  961a;  9765. 

10130,  10S77;  Scottish  Fishermen,.;.,  10965 
Imperial    Confereace  :     Delegates'  expenses, 

supply,  1 1 363 
Imperial  Institute,  supply,  9404 
Invalid  and  Old-age  t  ensions  Bill,  ZK.,  11939 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey 

Bill,  Ua,,  561,  611;  aK.,  734;  earn,  (power  to 

make  survey),  738;  eont.  amdi.,  aoaj 
London  Standard  Supplement,  g.,  11389 
Zone  Hand  Article,  purchase  of,  io65a( 

'07S3*4-S»  »o879;        10880;  exfl.,  iro5t 
Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  supply,  tSio 

Manufactures     Encouragement     Bill,  cem.t 

(schftlule),  12178 

Marble,  Australian*  f.,  11614 
Meteorological  Department,  q.,  976,  1056 
New  Protection,  ohs.,  to6oi 
Old-age  Pensions,  adj..  1744;  supply,  1779-80, 

9335)    ■  [See    Invalid    and  Old-age 

Pensions  Bill.) 

Old-age  Pensions  Appropriation  Bill,  3K., 
iao97 

Pairs  in  Committee,  ebs.,  10544,  10584,  1050^; 
expl.,  10605;  ^Z-*  ^°^99i  fxpl.,  10703, 
"578 

Papua ;  Suspension  of  Surveyor-General,  q., 
9763 ;  Administrator,  supply,  9501-3-8 ;  q., 
10178,11324,11522;  Government  Service,  q., 
10607,   1 1334:  Stanifortb    Smith,  q., 

"534 

Parliament  Hous*:  Lobbying,  q.,  11051 
Parliament : 

Lobbying,  q,,  11051 

Reflections  on,  abs.,  10996 

Prorogation  of,  ad;.,  laaoi 
Parliamentary   Allowances  Bill,   int.,  1891, 

1905;  tffm.,  (amount  of   allowance),  1993, 

2000 ;   (commencement),  aoio ;    new  clause 

(Return  of  increase  to  Revenue),  2016 
Parliamenrary  Witnesses  Bill,  com.  (preventing 

witnesses    from    giving   evidence),  12066; 

(penalty  for  refusing  to  answer  questions), 

12067-9,  12072 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department ;  Royal  Com* 
mission,  m.,  10461 ;  Ministerial  Statement, 
p.a.,  11630 

Postal  Service : 
Stamp  Booklets,  supply,  11403 

Postmaster-General,  q.,   1516;  Statements  to 

Deputations,  q.,  ^21^2 
Privilege  :  Select  Committee  upon  Procedure, 

q..  10075-6;  m.,  10128;  q.,  10400-1 
Public  Service ; 

Inspector-General  of  Public  Works,  supply, 
9788,  9793 

Temporary  Assistance,  supply,  11379 


Kelly,  Mr.  W.  U.— continued. 
Quarantine   Bill,  as.,  556;   com.,  (scope  of 

Quarantine),  1533;  (general  definitions),  1545; 
appointment  of  officers),  1547 ;  (proclama* 
tion  of  ports  of  entry),  1563;  (master  to 
notify  outbreak  of  disease),  1624-5;  (quaran- 
tine surveillance),  1718,  1719 ;  (animals  or 

filants  to  be  landed  at  declared  ports),  1731 ; 
examination  of  imported  animals),  1733, 
I74ai  t754i  t758,  1701,  1763;  (vaccination  of 

Juarantined  persons),  1737,  1741 ;  (penalty 
or  desertion),  1743;  (maliciously  ordering 
vessels  into  quarantine),  1742;  (Regulations), 
1743;  eons,  amdis.,  895a 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  q.,   10024 ;  ex-tl., 

10480.    (See  Federal  Capital.) 
Secret  Drugs,  Cures,  and  Foods  ;  Mr.  Beale's 
Report,  q.,  9580,  9845;  supply,  9968;  {f.e., 
9969),  9975,  9980-a 
Senate  Election  :  South  Australia,  .Candidate's 

Expenses,  supply,  11365 
Starch  Industry,  adj.,  q2S 
State  Officers :   Compensation    for  Common- 
wealth Work,  supply,  9728,  9730-2 
Supply  : 

Attorney-General  (Secretary's  Office),  9725-6; 

(Crown  Solicitor's  Offices),  9727;  (High 

Court),  9728,  9730-2 
Defence  (Central  Administration),  9997,  10113 
External    Affairs    (Administrative),  8967, 

89771    9404 :    (London    Offices),    9487 ; 

(Papua),    9501-8;    (miscellaneous),  9612, 

Home  Affairs  (Public  Works  Staff),  9788, 
9793 ;  (Uovernor.General's  Establishment), 
9885;     (miscellaneous),    11365-6;  (works 
ana  buildings),  11370 
Postmaster-General,  11403 
Trade  and  Customs   (Central  Staff),  90S3, 
"379;  (Queensland),  9990;  (South  Aus- 
tralia),    9991-3-3-4-5-6;     (Western  Aus- 
tralia), 9997 
Treasury,    9968-9 ;     (Government  Printer), 
9975,  9980;  (Treasurer's  Advance),  9982; 
(miscellaneous),  11375 
Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  11403; 
(Defence),  11408,  11415 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  int.,  1779,  1795,  1796, 
iSoo,  iSoa,  1805;  m.s.o.,  1809;  com,.  Exter- 
nal Affairs  (London  offices),  i8io-t 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  int.,  8863 
Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  1908-9,  211.,  12187 
.Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  adj.,  11757;  aR.,  11859 
Tariff  : 

Collection  of  New  Duties,  supfiy,  9983 
Commission's  Reports,  q.,  1716 
Postponement  of  items,  q.,  11053 
Printing  Paper,  exemption  from  duty,  q., 

10878,  iioig,  11055,  "095;  t^pl.,  11177; 

q.,  11179;    Sftfly.  "375-9 
Refunds  of  duty,  supply,  1800 
Re-opening  of,  q.,  11789 
Stimulus   to   Industries  :    Immigration,  q.^ 

9090 

Transmission  of   Information  to  England, 
q,,  9476-7 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 
Ammonia,  eons,  req.,  11001 
Apparel  and  Attire,  eons,  req.,  10566 
Barometers,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  11063-4^ 
Coal  Cutting  Machines,  eont.  req.,  11545 
Curtains,  eons,  req.,  10577 
Cutlery,  eons,  req.,  10673 
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Kelly,    Mr.    W.  K.— continued. 

Tariff    Resolutions   (Customs) — continued. 
Disinfectants,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  H003 
Electrical  Articles,  cons,  reg.,  10748-9 
Electrical  Machines^  eons,  reg.,  10740 
Fibro-cement,  &c.,  eons,  reg.,  10900 
Fishing  Lines,  eons,  reg.,  11 175 
Hats,  Caps,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  io5a4-9,  1050^, 

io6ot ;  exfl.,  10605 
Hay  and  Chaff,  cons,   req.,  10544 
Liquoiice,  cons,  req.,  10517 
Log  Baod  Saws,  cons,  reg.^  106S6 
Manufactures  of   Metal,  n.e.i.,  eons,  reg., 

10689,  10703 
Motive  Power  Machinery,  &c.,  cons,  req., 

10677 

Mustard,  cons,  reg-,  10556 

Oils,    cons,    req.,    10S25,    10884-6,  10892, 

10910,   T0996,  I I 554-6 
Paints  and  Colours,  cons,  reg.,  10899 
Paper,  &c.,  eons,  reg.,  11078-9,  II087 
Parasols,  &c.,  eons,  reg.,  ia6aa 
Pens,  Pencils,  Sec,  eons,  reg.,  11059,  11168-9 
Poles,  Bent.  cons,  req.,  11057 
Printing  Ink,  com.  req.,  11093 
Printing    Roller    Composition,    cons,  reg., 

10997 

Rebate  :  Machinery,  cons,  req.,  11309,  11212 
Slipper  Forms,  &c.,  eons,  reg.,  ito68 
Socks,  ftc,  eons,  reg.,  10642-9 
Spectacles,  &c.,  eonx.  reg.,  11067 
Stained  Glass  Windows,  cons,  reg.,  11576-7 
Standards,  &c.,  cons,  reg.,  loSoa 
Stearine,  Paraffin  Wax,  iVc,  eons,  reg.,  10513 
Stone  and  Marble,  cons,  req.,  10998 
Timber,  cons,  req.,  1U47 
Waddings,  kc,  cons,  reg.,  10631-3-6,  10642 
(See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 

Telephone  Anomaliea,  adj..  qSiS 

Telephone  :  Melbourne-Sydney,  g.,  H179;  svp- 

fh*  "375-80 
Telephone   Subscribers,    Supplementary  Lists, 

"743 

Treasurer,  The,  g.,  11707 
Victorian  Board  of  Trade  RepresentattTC,  406 
Waverley  Postal  District,  n.,  10757 
Women's  Work  Exhibition  Orant,  suffly,  1705. 
1796 

Knox,  Hon.  W.,  Kooyovg  : 

Additional  Sitting  Day,  m.,  6513 

Addiess-io-RepIy,  m.,  343 

Advertising  Australia,  suffly,  9605 

Antarctic  Expedition,  m,,  7492 

Australian   Industries    Preservation    Bill,   2K. , 

9"3;     '  9587 

Bounties  Bill,  2R.,  811;  g.,  881;  com.,  (appro- 
priation), 998,  1000;  schedule  (cotton),  1074; 
(mohair),  1102;  (rice),  1196,  1197;  (tobacco), 
1224;  (preserved  fish),  1303;  3R.,  1410 

Budget,  3691 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  int.,  12087 
Coinage,  g.,  11424 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons.  req.  (liquorice), 
10518;  (hay  r.nd  chaff),  10542;  (woollen  piece 
goods),  10626 ;  (waddings,  &c.),  10611-6, 
10640;  (motive  power  machinery,  &c-)i 
1067^-S,  T0680-4,  11536;  (mining  machinery), 
10706;  (rock  drills),  10721-8;  (f.o.,  10734); 
(electrical  machines),  10742-3 ;  (wire  netting), 
10770 ;  (locks),  io79i'-8 ;  (oils),  10822, 
10S85-6,  10893,  logto,  10078,  I r 100 ;  (fibro- 
cement,    &C.),    10900;    (disinfectants,  ftc). 


Knojt,   Hon.   W. — continued. 

1 1001 ;     (timber),     1 1035,     1 1150 ;  (paper), 
1 1082-8 ;   [screws),  11088 ;  (kitchen  utensits, 
cast-iron),  11167.      (See  Tariff  Renlotions 
(Customs).) 
Defence : 
Ministerial  Policy,  suffly,  3599 
Naval    Agreement,    Budget,  2695;  tmpfiff 
3601 

Kastern  Extension  Telegraph  Company,  g., 
"'53 

l-.mpire  :  Auatrali.m  lo\.iliy,  g.,  11155 
excise  Procedure  Hill,   2R.,  7486;  eom.,  (a- 

clusion  of  lawyers),  7490 
Finance,  Commonwealth  nud  States,  Budgd, 

3692;  g.,  10875 
High  Commissioner,  supply,  9605 
Immigration,  sufply,  9605 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Tenvion^  Bill,  aB,,  11936 
Loan  Policy,  Budget,  3696 
London  OfFces,  suffly,  3618,  3674;  3932 
Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  address,  346; 

40S6 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  adj..   192;  address, 

346;        590-  4086;  m.,  6127;  g.,  6354; 

6451  i  interim  service,  g.,  6728 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2I.,  6250; 

com.  (authority  to  pay  bounties),  12173 
Miners  :  Broken  Hill,  adj.,  329S 
Navigation  Bill,  address,  345 ;  g.,  9089 
Northern  Territory,  address,  345 
Officers'  Compensation  Bill,  in/.,  7502 
Old-age  Pensions,  suffly,  9331.    (See  Infslid 

and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill.) 
Papua  :  Treatment  of  natives,  g.,  11158;  Mr- 

Drummond,  q.,  12199 
Parliament,  Cost  of,  g.,  502;  Reflection  on 

members,  q.,  10076;  obs.,  10978 
Parliamentary    Allowances    Bill,    int.,  ic|0j; 

com.,  (amount  of  allowance),  2004 
Parties,  position  of.  address,  344,  346 
Penny  Postage,  Budget,  2695 
Petition :  Signatures,  m.,  3413;  f.o.y  3414 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 

Accounts,  Budget,  26^  i^suf fly,  3S4*-3 

Cable  Codes  :  Lisbon  Conference,  i2i?4 

Deputy  Postmaster-General,  Victoria,  luffly, 
4S53 

Expenditure  on  Works  and  BuildingS)  "-• 
750s 

MiniBtenal  Statement,  m.s.o.,  "637 
Wireless   Telegraph   Stations .    Pacific,  f., 
12154 

Post  and  Telegraph   Offices  : 
Post  Office,  Glenferrie,  q.,  7396 

Preferential   Trade,   address.  345 

Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4792,  4969 

Privilege  :  Select  Committee  upon  Proeedore, 
g.,  10076 

Public  Service  : 
Amendment  of  Act,  suffly,  i^yjB 
Commissioner,  supply,  9776 

Quarantine  Bill,  2H.,  556;  com.,  (scope  of 
quarantine),  1530 ;  )  genera  I  definitiooil. 
1539;  (proclamation  of  ports  of  entry),  1563- 
(fumigation  of  vessels  to  destroy  vermial, 
1620,  1622;  (vessel  to  enter  first  port  of 
entry),  r6a2;  (hoisting  of  quarantine  rigntl). 
1623 ;  (vaccination  of  quarantined  perxxwl. 
1736 ;  (vessel  having  disease  on  board  enter- 
ing other  than  first  port  of  entry),  1741 

Secret  Drugs,  Cures,  and  Foods :  Mr.  Beale'i 
Report,  ad;.,  3099       ^  , 
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Knox,  Hon.  W. — ^enlinued. 
States  Debts,  Budget,  3692,  2697 
Suez  Canal  Dues,  q.,  10181 
Sugar  Industry,  Budget^  3696 

Externa]  Affairs  (Miscellaneous],  9605 
Home    Affairs    (Public    Service  dommU- 

siOQCT),  9776 

Works  and  Buildioes  (Telegraphs  and  Tele- 
phones),  3^42 ;  (Defence),  3599;  (London 
Offices),  3618,  3674 
-Supply  Bill  (No.  a),  int.,  1782;  ad,  ref.,  1874 
Tariff,       1180;  tn.,  2691;  ad.  ref.  7451  : 
Iroo  and  Steel,  3734 
Order  of  consideration  of  items,  m.,  4348 
Piano  Duties  :  Petition,  ebs.,  6735 
Refunds,  adj.,  1743;  sufply,  1782;  q.,  4621, 
4649 

Senates  Retiuests,  g.,  10079 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Air  Compressors,  6717 

Apparel  and  Attire,  5633*  5624 

5347  ^„ 
Blacking,  &c.,  6850 

Blue,  4792 

Candles,  4943,  4969 

China,  &c.,  ware,  6897 

Confectionery,  5217 

Directories,  &c.,  7191 

Disinfectants,  i"i:c.,  cons,  reg.,  iiool 

Electrical  Machines,  6039,  6041,  6800-1-7-8; 

eons,  reg.t  10742-3 
Fibro-cemcnt,  oig.,  cons,  req.,  10900 
Firebricks,  6910 
Fish,  5371 

Calvanized  Iron,  6541 
Class,  ^c,  6914 

Hay  and  ChafT,  eons,  req.,  10543 
Importations     for     Governor-General  and 

State  Governors,  7420 
Infants  and  Invalids'  Foods,  ^525 
Iron  and  Steel  (VI.A.),  6S36-9,  6&»2;  (VI.B.), 

6845 

(kitchen     dentils,     Cast-iron,    cons,  req., 

11167 
Lead,  6049,  6050 
Liquorice,   cons,    req.,  10518 
Locks,  cons,  req.,  10791-8 
Machines  and  Machinery,  6712-7 
Manures,  7366 
Marine  Engines,  6660 

Mining  Machinery,  6782,  6706,  6-709; '««r. 
req.,  10706 

Motive-power  Machinery,    &c.,   6641,  6660; 

cons,  req.,  10675-8,  10680-4,  '^536 
Oils,  6875 ;  cons,  req.,  10823,  10885-6,  10893, 

10910,  10978,  tiioo 
Paper,  manufacturer  of,  7175,  7191 ;  eons. 

req.,  11083-8 
Paper,  Printing,  7209,  7213 
Photo.  Frames,  7135 
Pianos,  7334 
Potato  Flour,  ^-^44 
Rails,  &c.,  6S35 

Rock  Drills,  678a,  6796;  eons,  req.,  10731-8 
Scientific  Apparatus,  69CM 
Screws,  ad.  ref.,  7451 ;  eons,  req.,  11088 
Stearine,  Paraffine  Wax,  &c.,  5136 
.Sugar,  4681 
Tiles,  6907 

Timber,  7047,  70S5,  7095-9,  7100;  cons,  req., 

rio35,   III  CO 
Waddings,  kc,  cons,  req.,  10631-6,  10640 


Knox,  Hon.  W. — eonHnued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 
Wire  Netting,  4442,  4573,  4574.  41:78;  eons. 

req.,  10770 
Woollen  Piece  Goods,  cons,  req.,  10036 
iSee  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
TaritT  Kesplutions  (Excise) : 
Glucose,  4638 
Starch,  5553 
Telegraph  and  Telephone  Serried  : 
Vlat  and  Toll  Rates,  s^P^,  .^J43 
Sydney  .Melbourne  Truot  Te'.ephone,  titffly, 
3542 

Telephone  Administration,  q,,  ^130 
Telephone  Anomalies,  adj.,  985 
Telephone  Charges,  suffly,  3542 
Telephone  Operators,  suffly,  3543 
Women's    Work    Exhibition  ;    (irant,  suffly, 
1874 ;  Opening  Ceremony,  q.,  4646 

Iilddell*  Mf.  F.,  Hutaer: 

Additional  Sitting  Day,  m.,  6513 

Address-in-Replv.  m.,  1^0 

Adjournment  :  Christmas,  q.,  6834 

Advertising  Australia,  q.,  10607 

Australians,  Repatriation  of,  address,  174 

Bankruptcy  Bill,  q.,  108S 

Bounties  Bill,  con.,  schedule  (N.Z.  flax), 
1091;  (olives),  1128;  (rice),  1196;  (coffee), 
1200,  i^u6;  rccom.  ( spec  ifi  cat  ion  of  boua- 
ticsjj  1382 

British  Party  Politico  :  Australian  interference, 

address,  170 
Budget,  3282;  adj.,  3298 

Business,  Precedence  of  Government,  m.,  2804 
Consumption  :     Prohibited     Immigrants,  q., 

1516;  adj.,  1678;  q.,  2314 
Cotton,   .Absorbent,   duty  on ,   q..   1075 1 
Customs     Department  :     Undermanning,  q., 

11358 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons.  req..  (par.isols,  &c.), 
10621;    (waddings,   &c.)>  10650-1  ;  (agricul- 
tural,    &c,     machinery     .md  implements), 
to66t;    (sheep-sbearing    ru.-LchmesI,  10669; 
(kitchen  utensils,  cast  iron),  10709 ;  (electrical 
and  gas  appliances),  10746-8;  (wire  netting), 
10759 ;    (pens,   pencils,   &c.),    iio;S ;  (baro- 
meters, &c.),   1 1059,  11062-3  >  '"''s).   11 109 ; 
(stained-glass    windows),     iitSi;  (surgical 
appliances,  &c.),  11193.    (■^■''   liTiff  Reso- 
lutions (Customs).) 
Defence  : 
Accoutrements,  suffly,  3603 
Coastal,  address,  171;  Budget,  3390 
Field  Artillery,  suffly,  3602 
Land  Forces,  address.  173 
,Me<Hcal  Equipment,  suffly,  3603 
Milchell,  case  of  Mr.,  suffly,  5797 
Mounted  Rifles,  suffly,  3603 
Naval  Agreement,  address,  173 ;  Budget,  3389 
Officers,  shoTtnge  of,  suffly,  3454 
Rifle  Ranges,  suffly,  3454 
Denton  Hat  Mills,  o.,  1747 
Estimates,  Additional,  suffly,  11372 
Federal  Capital,  q.,  773;  suffly,  10477 
Fittings  and  Furniture,  Public  Departments, 

suf^y,  11373 
Freeman     and     Wallace :  Correspondence, 

suffly,  II333 
Fruit  Growing  at  Cooma,  q.,  10401 
Government,  Position  of  tlt^r'-f^^^^l^77 
Hain,  Mr.  Richard,  33880 


Ixiv 
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Liddell,  Mr.  F. — continued. 
Hats,  Duty  on,       8So,  1747 
High  Commissioner,  address,  174 
Imioi^ration,  address,  173 
Imperial    Conference,    address,    lyo,  173; 

Smdgiei,  3289 
Inaane,  Exclusion  of,  g-,  502,  648 
Library  :  Binding  of  Plans,  suffly,  3595 
London  Offices,  supply.  3659,  3071 ;  f .,  4633 
Maitland  Coat  Miners :  Postmaster-General, 
q.,  8812 

Minister  of  Defence :  Speech  at  Lithgow,  g., 
77a 

Morphia,  Price  of.  10750 
Opium,  Smuggling  of,  g.,  2565 
Papua  :  Administration,  address,  174 
ParliameDt : 

Alleged  CorniptioQ  of  Members,  g.,  SoaS; 
9bs.,  1 1 109 

Piano  Playing,  obs.,  7313 

Ventilation  of,  y.,  4412;  suffly,  4857,  6389 
Patent  and  Proprietary  Medicines,  adj.,  890 
Petition  :  Signatures,  m.,  3410,  3413 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 

Administration,   Budget,   3391-3-3 ;  suf-tly, 
10245 

Correspondence,  Delays  in   answermg,  f., 

3793;  Budget,  3202 
Depu^  Postmaster-General,  Victoria,  supply. 

Royal  Commission,  supply,  10344 

Secretary,  g.,  10609 
Post  and  Telegraph  Of&ces  : 

Brunswick  Post  Office,       3996;  adj.,  3231 

Kurri  Kurri  Pott  Office,  supply,  3520 

Sydney  General  Post  Office,  supply,  3519 
Postal  Service  : 

Inspectors,  supply,  3520,  10345 

Officers'     Salaries  :     Deductions    for  rent, 
supply,  3521 

Postmasters :     Provincial    Towns,  suptly, 
10244 

Prohibition  of  Correspondence,  adj.,  2612; 

S',  10785;  supply,  11333 
Sydney    General    Post    Office :  Sveating, 
supply,    4856;    additional   employes,  f., 
5803;  expl.,  5910 
Undermanning    of    Country    Post  Offices, 

Budget,  3393 
West  Maitland,  Postmaster,  supply,  10244 

Preferential  Trade,  address,  lyi ;  Budget^  3290 

Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  5077 

Printing  Office,  supply,  3595 

Quarantine  BiU,  address,  174 ;  sr.,  549 ;  q., 
1412 ;  com.  (commencement),  1418 ;  (scope 
of  quarantine),  1461 ;  (general  definitions), 
>538,  I543»  154s:  (performance  of  quaraittine 
by  vessel),  1720,  1721 ;  (release  from  quaran- 
tme),  1731 ;  (animals  or  plants  to  be  landed 
at  declared  ports).  1723;  (liability  for  pro- 
visions for  quarantined  persons),  1731 ; 
(penalty  for  importing  contrary  to  proclama- 
tion), 1733;  (inquiries  by  quarantine  officer), 
>733>  (vaccination  of  quarantined  persoDs), 
17^3,  1740;  (examination  of  '  imported 
animals),  1758;  cont.  amdis.,  S949 

Rabbit  Destruction,  q,,  6505 

Secret  Drugs,  Cures,  and  Foods :  Mr.  Beale's 
Report,  adj.,  3612:  j.,  2995;  309»» 
3W5i  f.,  11159,  ii26i,'ir52i 

Sitting,  Days  of,  adj.,  6504;  m.,  6513 

Statistics,  q.,  4309 


Liddell,  Mr.  Y.—xasainued. 
Supply  : 

Home  Affairs  (Works  and  Buildings),  1137a 
Postmaster-General  (Central  Staff),  10344 
Works  and  Buildings  (Defence),  3454,  3602; 
(Post  and  Telegraph),  3519;  (Telegraphs 
and  Telephones),  3530,  3551;  (Treasnxr)* 
359s;  (London  Offices),  3659,  3671 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  1908-9,  2K.,  12187 


Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  int.,  5707 
S^ply  Bill  (No.  4),  eam.^  The  Patli 


lament. 


Taritf,  m.,  3^82  : 
Cotton,  Absorbent,  q.,  10751 
Hats,  y.,  880,  1747 
Magazmes,  2313 
Morphia,  q.,  10750 

Order  of  coostderatioo  of  items,  m.,  4340 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 
Acetic  Acid,  etc.,  6968 

Agricultural,  &c.,    Machinery    and  Imple- 
ments, 6055,  6566;  cons,  req.,  1066: 
Animals,  4770,  4773 
Barley,  grotmd*  53^ 
Barometers,  Slc,  cons,  req.,  11059,  11063-3 
Boots,  4c.,  7154*7 
Candles,  4953 
Cigarettes,  4304 
C<xoa  and  Chocolate,  5356 
Confectionery,  533a,  <;2S2,  5356 
Cotton,  Linen,  &e..  Piece  Goods,  5855 
Cupels,  6911 
Cutlery,  6056 

Disinfectants,  Sheep  Washes,  &c.,  6982 

Drugs  and  Chemtcala,  6971 

Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  cons,  req., 

10746-8 
Fish,  5274 
Flannelette,  5935 
Furniture,  7604 
Galvanixed  Iron,  6543 
Glass,  ftc,  6913 
Gloves,  5940 

Kitchen    Utensils,  Cast  Iron,    eons,  req., 

10709 
Leatherette,  7269 
Matches,  5451 
Meats,  5455 
Medicines,  6993 

Milk,  Condensed,  Ac,  5497,  5317 
Molasses.  476^,  4766 
Nails,  6607 
Naphthalene,  6977 
Oils,  eons,  req.,  11109 
Opium,  6996 

Parasols,  Ac.  cons,  req,,  10621 

Peel,  preserved,  5335 

Pens,  Pencils,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  XX058 

Pickles,  5463 

Potato  Flour,  5344 

Printing  Paper,  7213 

Rubber  manufactures,  7160 

Saccharine,  6(j74 

Sausage  Casings,  ^460 

Sheep'Shearing  Machines,  eons,  reti.,  10669 
Stained-glass   windows,   6913;   eans.  req.. 
11189 

Stone  and  Marble,  6967 
Surgical  Appliances,  ftc,  eons,  req.,  11193 
Tea,  5464  ^ 
Timber,  7075     n  t  1,.  i  j  Lv.L?' 
Waddings  and  Cotton  Wool,  5927-9;  ecn*. 
req.,  10630-Z 


yWy  d,  1907,  to  June  5, 1908. 


Liddell,  Mr.  V .—eotUinued. 

Tariff  tlesoliitioni  (Customs) — continued. 
Weighing  Macbiaes,  &c.,  6628,  6631 
Wire  Netting,  4530;  eons,  reg.,  10759 
Wood,  Articles  of,  71 10 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Taritt  Resolutions  (Excise) : 

Cigarettes,  43iq 
Telegraph  and  Telephone  Iservice  : 
Country  Telephones,  suffly,  10J44 
Hotel  Telei^ione  Facilities,  tuffly^  3530 
Lostock  Telephone    Kcquirements,  svffly, 
1 2 187 

Maitland  West  and  Sydney  Telephone, 
298,  2690,  3791;  «.,  2964;  tuffly,  3551; 

4749;  suft^y.  5798;  f.»  5802;  suffly, 
10245 

Silence  Bureaux :  Country  Offices,  suffly, 

Sydoey-Melboume    Telephone,    g.,    5803 ; 

exft-t  5910;  suffly,  10245 
Telegraph  Operators'  Hours,  Budget,  3293 
Telephone  Directories,  q.,  3586 
Underbank,  sufHy,  3520,  12187 
Wilks,  Mr..  2683 

'LivlngiitoB,  Mv.  J.,  Atriber.- 

Additional  Sitting  Day,  m.,  6511 
Australia,    Advertisii^   by    Mr.    Price,  q., 
10878 

Bounties  Bill,  com.,  schedule  (olives),  1124 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  com.  (Taxation 

by  States),  3888 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons.    req.    (hay  and 

cbafl),   10533 ;   (sheep   shearing  machines), 

1067 1 ;  (wire  netting),  10763;  (oils),  11^53; 

(crucibles),    11558.    {See   Tariff  Resolutions 

(Customs).) 

Disputed    Elections  and    Qualifications  Bill, 

Electoral  Rolls,  q,,  11259 
Grain  Bags,  Size  of,  q,,  10700 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey, 
q.,  9191 

Papua  :  Crown  Lands,  11523 
Parliament  House  :  EAbibits,  7300 

Post  and  Telegraph  Ofi&ccs  : 
ClassilicatioD  :  Mt.  Gambler  and  Port  Piti^, 

q.,  11791,  119171  12042 
Post  Office,  Penola,  q.,  3175,  6505 
Post  Office,  Port  Elliot,  q.,  1089 
Postal   Service  : 
Early  Closing  of  Post  Offices  :  Mails,  suf- 
fly. 5704 
Supplies :  South  Australia,  6728 

Quarantine  Bill,   com.,   (examination  of  im' 

ported  animals),  1757 
Rabbits  for  the  Navy,  q.,  10875 

Tariff : 

Refunds,  2997 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) ; 

Ale,  &c.,  4124 

China,  &c.,  ware,  6899 

Crucibles,  cons,  req.,  11558 

Droppers,  6831 

Disiafectaats,  Sheepwashes,  &c.,  6979,  6985, 

6991 
Fly  papers,  6993 

Hay  and  Chaff,  eons,  req.,  10533 
Manures,  7364,  7373 
Oils,  cons,  req.^  ti^SZ 
V.mtiO.  -c. 


Livingston,  Mr.  J. — continued. 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 

Sheep- Shearing  Machines,  cons,  req.,  10671 
Tobacco,  4288 

Wire  Netting,  4124;  cons,  req.,  10763 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Telephone  Service  : 

Administrdtton,  q.,  7296 
Hog  Bay,  Kingston,  Lucindate,  Muunt  Gam- 
bler, Narracoorte,  q.,  1976,  31741  6421 
Supply  of  Telephones,  q.,  7464 
Wire  Netting  :  Seizure  by  New  South  Wales 
Government,  q.,  3333 

Iiynoh,  Senator  P.  J.,  Wentera  A  iif^mlia  : 

Address-in-Reply,  Jn.,  147 

Apptopriatioi  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill, 
3B.,  3916;  com.  (External  Affairs),  ^73 

Austrauaa  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  2K., 
4594  i  com.  (power  of  Comptroller'Generai 
to  question,  &c.),  5030  • 

Australians,   Repatriation  of,  address,  155 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.  (protest),  761 ; 
(application  of  Slate  laws),  1591,  1970;  (pto- 
tcctloD  of  bauker),  2199;  recom.,  new  clause 
(State  stamp  duty).  2292 

Bounties  Bill,  2B.,  2531  ;  com.  (appropriation), 
2^67;  (offences  against  Act),  2771 ;  new 
clause  (supply  of  information  by  anDli- 
cant),  3782;  (regulations),  2857,  2861,  2864; 
First  Schedule  (jute),  3170;  (mohair),  3)^3, 
(rice),  3470;  (rubber),  3572;  (coffee),  3720; 
(tobacco),  4253;  recom*.  First  Schedule  (to- 
bacco), 4903 

Coal  Combine,  adj.^  3701 

Commercial  Congress,  Sydney,  f.,  9353 

Commonwealth  Mail  Steamers,  m.,  5410 

Customs  Tariff  Amendment  Bill,  com.  (addi- 
tional provisos  :  South  African  Preference), 
12104 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  com..  Schedule  : 
Agricultnral,   &c..   Machinery   and  Imple* 
'  mcnts,  8577 
Atomisers,  g924-5-6;  cons,  req.,  11316 
Bananas,  7S67 
Basketware,  n.e.i.,  9571 
Blankets,  &c.,  8333,  8249,  8253 
Blue,  7692 

Carbide  of  Calcium,  9268 
Casks,  &c.,  9644 
Coffee,  7770 
Confectionery,  7732 

Eltrctrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  90Ci-5 
Electrical  Machines,  &c.,  8797.  8805-9,  8811, 

8869,  8870-1-4;  cons,  req.,  10945*7,  >'590 
Fire  Bricks,  &c.,  8479,  8481 
Fire  Extinguishers,  8773 
Fruits,  dried,  7821 
Furniture,  937  r 
lialvaoized  Iron,  ftc.,  8565 
<  rrain  and  Pulse,  7910 
Ginger,  green,  7831 
Hats,  &c.,  8320-4 

Hay  and  Chaff,  7924 ;  eons,  req.,  10864 

Honey,  Jams,  &c,,  7946 

Insecticides,  Sheepwashes,  &c.,  9285 

Iron  Pipes,  9085-7 

Lounges  and  Settees,  9383-7 

Macaroni,  &c.,  7955 

Manufactures  of  Metal,  n.e.i.,  8733-4 

Manures,  9910  r\r\c\i> 
Matches,  7994.  te«edby V^OOglC 


Ixvi 
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Lyoch,  Senator  P.  J. — e»ntinued. 
Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule) — eoniiitued. 
Mine  Ventilating  Fans,  8688 
Motive     Power     Machinery,     86^7,  8631, 

8642-4  {f.o.,  8650} 
Oilmen's  Stores,  S049 
Oils,  8417,  8432 
Paints,  844Q,  8452-5-7,  8471 
Patterns,  Paper,  9806 
Perambulators,  &c.,  9823 
Piece  Goods,  8144,  8153 
Pulley  Blocks,  &c.,  8670 
Rubber  Manufactures,  n.e.i.,  ^673 
Sago  and  Tapioca,  7658,  7666 
Salt,  8090-4 
'^pices,  8098 

Stained  Glass  Windows,  cons,  req.,  11319 

Stearine,  FarafRne  Wax,  &c.,  7717 

Tallow,  &c.,  8378,  8382-4 

Tea,  8ito-5  . 

Timber,  9538,  9544 

Tobacio,  7646 

Vehicles,  9829 

Wheels,  Steel,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10961 

Wicker,  Ac,  9564-9 
Defence  : 

Cadet  System,  sufflv,  3916 

Military  Uniforms,  q.,  354 

Naval  Agreement,  addrett,  150 

Nomenclature  of  Forces,  tuffly,  1950 
Disputed    Elections    and    Qualifications  Bill, 

com.,   (Qualifications  and  Vacancies),  5648, 

5654,  5657.  5659;  (Dowers  of  Court),  s66i, 

5663,    5665 ;    recom.     (Qualifications  and 

VacanciesJ,  5983 
Dissent   from   Ruling ;  Admisnbility  of  Re- 

ijuest  (Customs  Tariff  Bill)«  m.,  8650 
F.lectorftl  Act,  address,  151 
Excise  Tariff    (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act, 

adj.,  5769 

Financial  relations :  CommonweaUh  and  State, 

address,  149 
(>rrman  New  Guinea :  British  Subjects,  q., 

1 1678 

Hicb  Commissioner,  address,  r^3;  q.,  4706, 

7571 

III. migrants  :  Sugar  Industry,  q.,  1689,  i8t6 
Immigration,  address,  r53 
Immigration  Leagues  :  Grants,  q.,  8232 
In.perial   Conference,  address,  148 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  aK.,  12021; 

com.  (Investigation  by  Registrar),  13037 
Judiciary  Hill,  2K.,  800 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  address,  154;  ai.,  1252;  f.v.,  1364, 
•369,  1370;  com.  (power  to  mjike  survey), 
1491;  (appropriation),  1512;  q.,  3463,  3558 

London    Offices   of    Commonwealth,  suffly, 

39'7.  4073 
Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  address,  155 
Map  of  Australasia,  suffly, 
N-ivtg.-itioo  Bill,  address,  155 
I'air,  Broken,  adj.,  7790;  exfl.,  8340 
Parliamentary    Allowances   Bill,    an.,    21 10 ; 

31.,  2188 

Parliamentarj-  Papers  Bill,  com.  (no  action 
for  publishing  Pari  iamcntary  Papers) , 
12135 

Post  and  Telegraph  Act,  Evasions  of,  address, 
153 

Pott  and  Telegraph  Offices : 

Boulder  Citv  Post  Office,  suffly.  ^917 
Preferential  Trade,  address,  148 


Lynch,  Senator  P.  ]. — continued. 
Progressive  Land  Values  Tax,  address,  156 
Pulsford,  Senator,  statements  in  London, 
4706 

Quarantine,  q.,  8482,  8508 

Quarantine  Bill,  as.,  5198 ;  com.  (arrange- 
ments with  State  Governments  ;  statioos, 
&c.),  5307;  (powers  of  Commonwealth), 
5475;  new  paragraob  (exclusion  of  con- 
sumptives), 5986,  soSq;  f.o..  5991;  (examina- 
tion of  imported  animals),  6063,  6067;  (lia- 
bility of  owners,  Hx.,  for  provisions  for 
quarantined  persons),  6076,  6086 

g'uestions  :  Quotations,  q.,  5980 
upply  Bill  (No.  3),  com.   (application),  1945; 
Defence  :  (Common wealth  Forces),  19SO 
Supply  Bin  (No.  r)  190S-9,  torn..  Schedule: 

Home  Affairs  (miscellaneous),  12145 
Tariff  Revision,  address,  i-o 
Telegraph  and  Telephone  Service : 
Black  Range  Telegraph  E&tensitHi,  q.,  2743; 

suffly,  3916 
Isolated    Stations ;     Medicine    Cheats,  y.. 
9536 

Tobacco  Combine  :  Tariff,  adj.,  ao$z 

Lyna,  Hon.  Sir  W.  J..  ICaM .Q..  hmmt : 

Acting  Prime  Minister,  q.,  297 
Address-in-Reply,  adj.,  345;  iw.,   100;  ais.. 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  743,  2025,  2028, 
3360,  362a,  5745,  6293,  6503,  6591,  6810, 
6834,  6896,  6967,  7024,  7in»,  7169,  7294, 
1 2201 -3 

Adjustments,  Inter-State*  Budget,  1629-30 
Advertising  Australia,  Budget,  3i5i ;  (1051 
Agricultural    Machinery :    Excise    Duty,  f.. 

1748,    1750;    suffly,    1797;    Budget,  2151; 

adj.,  2843;  q.,  3421;  ots,,  3984;  adj.,  580.1; 

q.,  7417;  adj.,  i2t6o 
Agriculture,  Federal  Bureau  of,  q.,  13158 
All-night  Sittings :  Attendance  of  Members, 
6024 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill, 

3/49 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Act  :  Coal 

and  Shipping  Combine,  q.,  3585,  3621 
Australians  Repatriated  from  South  Africa,  f., 

503,  928;  adj.,  1329 
Banking  Legisbtion,  Budget,  1642 
Beacons  BuOys,  and  Oceiin  Lights,  405; 

adj.,  1470;  Budget,  3271 
Beale,  Mr.,  q.,   1975;  adj.,  2612;  g.,  8995; 

adj..  3102;  suffly,  99S2 
■   Blotting  Paper  :  Tenders,  q.,  11932 
Bookkeeping  System,  Budget,  1639 

Bounties  Bill,  int.,  563;  q.,  8S1 ;  com,  (ap* 
proprtation),  1003;  exfi.,  laSo;  31.,  1405, 
Budget,  1632,  1641 

Braddon  Section,  Budget,  1637,  1638-0,  1640, 
1643,  1644.  3144;  ex^.»  3741;  suffly.  3116 
{see  Finance :  Relations  of  CommoDwealth 
and  States;  alia  Surplus  Revenue  Bill) 

Britidi  Party  Politics :  Attstraliaa  interfer* 
ence,  address,  104 

Budget,  1625,  2143;  y.,  1716;  adj..  1744, 
3613;  f.o.,  3397;  ad;.,  3399;  suffly,  3303. 

Budget  Papers.  teJi^W^GoOglc 


July  S,  1907,  to  June  5,  W08. 


Ixvii 


Lyoe,  Hod.  Sir  W.  J.,  TS..CM.G.— continued. 
Buatnest,  Order  of,  m.,  469;  adj.,  472,  563, 
648.  744.  1084;  ttbs.,  1977;  suf^y,  2124; 
adj  ,  228a,  2346,  3048;  q.,  3588;  adj.,  3619; 
q.,  3622;  arf;.,  3899,  61S8;   suffly,  6279; 
arf;.,    6521-2,    7413,    7456-7,    11982;  obs., 
12054J  adj.,  13100;  Precedence  of  Govem- 
meDt>  adj.,  2612;  m.,  2690,  2795,  2805;  cod-* 
duct   of,    adj.,    1682,    4461,    4704,  5236-7; 
Conduct  of,  suffly,  6287;  m.,  6513;  tf^f., 
6673.  6724,  7378 
Butter  Freights,  q.,  1089,  3935;  adj..  3952 
Canada  :  prpfeientiat  trade,  Budget,  1647 
Canberra  Capital  Site,  q.,  n)3 
Carruthers,  Statue  to  Mr.,  q.,  2311 
Chairman  of  Committees,  m.,  315;  obs.,  317 
Cheap  Weekly  Trains  :  Melbourne  and  Sydney, 

Children,  provision  for,  at  Waitara  Home, 

adj.,  12203 
Coal  Combine,  q.,  3^8^,  3631,  3935 
Coast     Defence     Appropriation     Bill,  int., 

11077;   2R.,  12094 
Coinage,  Silver  and  Bronze  :  Commonwealth, 

Budget,  1643;  q.,  2235 
Cold  Storage,  Budget,  1634 
Collins,  Captain,  suffly,  1812 
Commerce    Act :    States   Expenses,  Budget, 

1633;  tufftv,  6290 
CommonwealtB  Salaries  Bill,  q.,  12^9;  suffly, 

2134;  adj.,  2282,  2346 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Act  :  Discharged 

Victorian  coal  miners,  g.,  2233 
Consumption  :  Prohibited  Immigrants,  q.,  1517 
Contracts,  Goveroment  :  Standard  Wages,  q., 

i75» 

Customs  AdministratioD  : 
Audit  Staff,  q.,  S938 

Broken  Hill  Customs  House,  suffly,  3436 
Fremantle  Customs  House,  suffly,  3436 
Laboratory,  Melbourne,   suffly,   34.>6,  J442 
Launch,  bydney,  suffly,  y^■>^ 
Leakage  of  Information :   Melbourne,  suf- 

fiy.  7307.  73='7 

Patent  and  Proprietary  Medicines,  q.,  80, 
648,  772,  879,  880;  adj.,  893,  897;  q., 
1516 ;  Mr.  Beale's  Report,  q.,  1975 ;  adj., 
2613;   q.,   2995;  adj.,  3102 

Prosecutions,  q.,  23,  590 

Trawler,  q.,  1751  ;  suffly,  ^437,  34^^,3445 
Customs  Tariff  Amendment  Bill,  int.,  11^5; 
2|t,,  12053  i  com.,  (additional  provisos: 
South  African  Preference)  12054;  m.s.o., 
12054 

Customs    Tariff    Bill,    com.     (short    title),  , 

7456;  schedule,  7456;  3R.,  7469;  q., 
9100,  9390;  eons,  req.,  10487;  (sngo  and 
tapioca),  10496-7 ;  (blue),  10501  ;  {f.o., 
10502.3);  (rice  root),  10502-4;  (stearine, 
paraffine  wax,  &c.)i  10505-6;  (confectionery), 
»oS*4J  (liquorice),  10517-8;  (fish),  10519; 
Iherbs,  dried),  10520;  (hay  and  chaff),  10526; 
(matches),  10546-7-50-1-2-4;  (mustard),  10555; 
(nuts,  edible),  10557-8;  (invalids'  foods), 
10558:  (rice),  10559;  (saltl,  10559;  (tea), 
10559-62 ;  (apparel  and  attire),  10562-4-5  • 
(bags,  &c.),  10571;  (blankets),  10576,  1153^; 
(carpets),  10576,  1 1459 ;  (curtains).  10577 
11438,  II441-2-3;  (gloves),  10577.8-9,  iid6o; 
(hats,  caps,  &c.),  10580,  10593-7;  (wigs, 
&c.),  10655;  (arms),  10656;  (lead),  10660. 
"443  >  (agricultural,  &c.,  machinery,  and 
implements),  10660-2 ;  I  cutlery),  10672-3, 
c  2 
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1 1444 ;     (motive    power    macfaineiy,  &c.), 
10674-5-8,  11534-5;  (Hoist,  Holman  patent), 
10685;  (log  band  saws),  10686,  11539,  t-"-' 
11541-4;    (manufactures    of    metal,  n.c.i.), 
io686-8 ;  (mining  machinery),  1070b,  10731; 
(aluminium    ware),    10707,    11544;  (kitchen 
utensils,   cast-iron),    10707-8,    11167  >  (type, 
printers'),   10709 ;    (screws),    10709,  11086, 
11444;     (rock  drills),   10710,  10730;  (lock 
boring    machines),    10731 ;    {f.o.,    10733)  > 
(electrical    machines),    10734-8,  10741-2-3, 
11444-5-9,     i>4S^-9i     (electrical     and  gasi 
meters),  10743-7,  11545;  (electrical  articles), 
10748,   11448-9;   (rails,   &c.),   10749;  (iron 
pipes),  10750;  (wire  netting),  10770;  (locks), 
10776,   10780-9,   10790-1-8 ;  (standards,  &c.), 
10798-9,   10800-1-4,   11548;  (steel  and  steel- 
rimmcd  wheels),  10804-6 ;  (wire  cloth,  gauze, 
ftc),    to8o6,    10815;    ad.    frogress  ref., 
10815;  (oils),  10817,  10828,   10881-4,  io!:j90, 
10909,   10910-1,   10971-4-5-6,    10981,  11098-9, 
iitoo,  II 550-1 ;  (paints  and  colours),  io8qs-8; 
(fibro-cement,    &C.),     10900-1-2;  (crucibles, 
&c.),  10903,  11556;  (glassware),  10906 ;  (print- 
ing roller  composition),  lo^jd;  (slate  slabs), 
"^98;  (stone  aDd  marble),   10908,  1I4S'>> 
(ammonia),     iiooi ;     (disinfectants,  sheep 
washes,  &c.),  11001-9,  iioio,  11562;  (drugs 
and  chemicals),  iioio-t;  (furniture),  iioii- 
4-5;  (timber),  11019-56,  11144-7-9,  m5o-3-9. 
11162-6,    1 1452,     1 1567,    1 1570-1 ;  (wicker, 
bamboo,  &c.),  11056;  (photo  frames),  11057; 
poles,  beot),   1 1057  ;  '( fancy   goods),   1 1057 ; 
(pens,  pencils,  &c.).  11058-9,  11168-9:  (baro- 
meters,  &c.),    11059-60-3 ;  (kinematogiaphs, 
&c.),   11064-5  'i   (gramapbones,  &c.),  11066; 
(spectacles,    &c.),     11067  >    (slipper  forms, 
&c.),  11068;  (rubber  manufactures),  iio68-q; 
(leather),   11069,   11574;    (paper).  ii07i-i:-6. 
11080-1-2-4-6-9,    11090-1-2,    11452 ;  (printing 
inks),  11092-3-5  ;  (iicfat-pausrobpapier),  11170- 
1-2-3;  (bicycles,  &c.),  11174;  (fishing  lines), 
I1175 ;  (corks),   11175 ;   (photographic  acces- 
sories),   11176-7 ;    (stained    glass  windows), 
1 1 183,  11 191,  1 1 57  5-6 ;  (surgical  appliances, 
&c.),    11192-3;    (rebate    schedule),  11194-7. 
11200,   11311-3 ;   (pianos),    11211-^ ;  (flannel- 
ette), 11443;  (woollen  piece  goods),  11461-6, 
11536,  11533;  adj.,  11466;  (coal  cutting  ma- 
chines), 10731,  11544-5;         11578;  ad.  rep., 
1 1 579.    {See  Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) 
Darting  Island  Store,  suffly,  3423 
Debts,  States,  Budget,  1643-4;  s«f^y,  3316; 

q.,  8816,  10462,  10524,  11159 
Decimal  Coinage,  q.,  11325-6 
Defence : 
Ammunition,   Defective,   q.,  3301 
British  Rifle  Team,  Budget,  1633 
Cadet  Ranges,  suffly,  3448 
Cadets,  Bi^get,  1633 
Cordite  Factory,  Budget,  1637 
Fired  Defences :  Guns  uid  Lights,  Budget, 
1637 

Harbor  and  Coastal.   Budget,    1637;  tuf- 

^  fly'  3677.  11267 

Naval  Agreement,  address,  101,  104 ;  q., 
1282,  1377-8;  Budget,  1633-6,  2143;  q., 
2689,  2998;  adj.,  3230;  q.,  3JOO,  3422, 
12200 

Naval    Policy,   Government,^  Budget,  1632- 

Nl^V/oJkt^k^-i^S^ogle 
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Dc  fence — continued . 

Port   Darwia   Defence,   tuffly^  3450 
Protector,    suffly,  3450 
Rifle  Clubs,   Budget,    1633 ;   suffly^  3448 
Rifle  Ranges,  suffly,  3448,  3450 
Royal  Navat  Reserve,  Budget,  1633 
Small  Arras  Factory,  Budget,  ii>\~ 
Swan   Isbnd  B0.1t   Hatboi,  iupfly,  344') 
Telephones  :    Rifle   Ranges,   suffly,  344rj 

Denton  Hat  Mills,  q.,  8S1,  1747 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Close  of  Budget  De- 
bate, obs.,  3298 

Divisions  :  Calls  for,  obs.,  6909 

Kastern  Extension  Australaiiia  and  Cliioa 
Telegraph  Company,  Budget,  1635 

Eight  Hours  Principle,  q.,  11019  . 

Election  Expenses,  q.,  977,  978;  supply.  S965, 
9773;        10180;  suffly,  11216;  q.,  11431 

Election  Expenses  Reimbursement  Bill,  2R., 
isiQb;  com.,  (Appropnalionl.  1J197 

Estimates,  additional,  q.,  10078;  (p-o.,  10185- 
6);  suffly^  10189,  Iiai6,  11262,  ii37'-3-5-7» 
1 14 18 

Estimates :     New  Works  and  Buildings, 
1866,  2312 

l^stimatcs,    Reduction    ot,    exfl,,    11706;  q,, 

1 170;,  12154 
Excise  Duties  on  Manufactures,  o-.  ^240 
Excise    Tariff    (Agricultural    Mii'ii.nerv)  Act, 
1748.  1750:  '"PT^y>  1797:  budget,  2151; 
^843;  y,,  3421;  ohs.,  3184;  74»7i 

Award  of  Court,  adp,  5800,  12160 
Excise  TarifF  Bill,  cons,  rrq.,  (amylir  alcohol), 

11215.    {See  Excise  Tariff  Resolutions) 
Excise  Tariff  (Spirits)  Act,  adj.,  414a 
Excise  Tariff  (Starch)  Bill,  int.,   11795;  2K., 

1121^ 

Expenditure  of  the  Commonwealth.  Budget- 
i63i-a-3-4-7-8 ;  supply,  3303 ;  q.,  9099 ; 
supply^  0961,  11262,  13098 

Exports,  Imports,  and  Production,  Budget, 
1626 

Federal  Capital,  q..  193,  297,  773,  1270;  ad-i.. 
1469:  suffly,  1882;  q.,  2651,  3508,  3588, 
.3731  ^see  Scat  of  Government  Bill) 

Finance  :  Relations  of  Commonwealth  and 
States ;  Budget,  1627.38-9-40- 1-4,  2144 ; 
exfl.,  2741;  supply,  3303-11-16;  q.,  6420, 
8816,  9099,  10462,  10524;  adi.y  10784:  m.. 
10808;  q.,  10875-6,  1 1016-7,  "IS9;  supply, 
11264;  11535;  Payment  of  Surplus  Re- 
venue, adj.,  11735;  »*737-8^'9,  11740-1-2. 
11784-5-6-7,  11921,  12 151 

Fires  in  New  South  Wales,  adj.,  336^ 

Forrest,  Sir  John,  resignation  as  TriMsiircr,' 
obs.,   1085,  2655 

Friday  Sitting  q.,  977 

Glovcii,  Manufacture  of,  q.,  2566.  ^nSn 

Gnvernment,  Position  of  the,  adur.  a.  10  > ; 
obs.,  604 ;  Budget,  2145 ;  changi  s  in  the, 
obs.,  1084 

Government  Printing  Office,  g.,  2J",o:  supply, 

35'>".  3594.  ,3598.  997> 
H;irvcsters,  price  of,  cbs.,  1205;;  1^..  1^155 
Hall,  Duty  on,  q.,  881,  1747 
High   Compiissioner,   address,   101  ;  I'udget, 

1642 

Hirsch,  Mr.  Max,  q.,  405 

Honors,  Australian  Recommendations  for,  q., 
I7S» 

Hughes,  Diver,  Decoration  of,  q.,  25f<6,  2794; 
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Immigration  : 

Assisted  :  New  South  Wales,  adj.,  1329 
Contract,  q,,   503,   10S7,   1281 ;   adj.,  1231, 

»744.  2347;  3433 
Government  Policy,  Budget,  1641,  2151 
Misleading  Advertisements,   q.,   772,  928; 

adj.,  930,  1231 ;  q.,  1281,  1413 
Prohibited  Immigrants,  q.,  1517 
SaJvation  Army  Settlements,  q.,  1596 

Immigration  League  of  Australia,  q.,  772. 
881,  928;  adj.,  930,  1231 

Immigration  Restriction  Act,  adj.,  247;  q., 
'5<7 

Imperial  Conference,  address,  loi,  104;  Fi-p.it 

of,  q.,  '298;    aaj.,  470;  wj.,  ;oi 
Imports,    Budget,    1626,    1646;    obs..  3977-8, 

4964 

Income  Tax  :  Federal  Salaries  and  Allowances, 
q.,  1279;  Baxter  Case,  adj.,  3556 

Information,  supply  of  to  Members,  exfi., 
2652-3 

Insane,  Exclusion  of,  q.,  502,  648 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  0^7.,  11982 

Insurance  Companies,  g.,  12158 

Iron  Botmties,  Budget  1645;  q.,  5690-1  {set 

also  Manufactures  ^couragement  Bill) 
Judiciary  Bill,  adj.,  2346;  q.,  ^588;  W.,  3760; 

SK-.  3856 

Kalgooriie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  obs.,  562;  Budget,  1632;  q.,  21*1,  2996 
Kanakas,  Repatriated,  q.,  502 
Labour  Party,  address,  104 
Lascars :  Commonwealth  legislation,  q.,  1975 
Leave  of  Absence,  m.,  at3i 
Loan  Expenditure,  Budget,  1636 
Log  Timber,  duty  on,  q.,  1715 
London  Offices,  Budget,  1641-2 ;  suffly,  1810, 

1811,  1876,  1882,  3616.  3619,  3626,  3661;  f., 

3732.  385'.  46^2.  4648,  12155-6 
Lunatic,   alleged,   landing  of   at  I'remantle, 

q-,  502 
Mail  Contracts  : 

Cancelled,  address,  102;  q.,  193;  Budget, 
1634;  suffly.  1798,  1869;  q.,  2651,  4623* 
10701 

Cold  Storage,  Budget,  1634 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  Budget,  1634 ;  adj., 
6504 

Paciflc  Islands,  suffly,  1812 
P&pua,  Solomon  Islands,  New  Hebrides,  f.. 
3508 

Mail  Fleet,  Federal,  q.,  773,  1089;  State  Im- 
portations, q.,  988,  1 181 
Mail  Steamers  :   Passenger  Rates,  q.,   io~5 ; 

charges  for  liquor,  q.,  2564 
Manufactures    Encouragement    Bill,  supply, 
5804;  q.,   5910;   int.,   5912-3-4;    2R.,  6026, 
0186;       6329;  adj.,  6522;  q.,  11780; 
(commencement),   12168;   (authority  to  pay 
bounties),  12169;  (proof  of  good'  quality  i. 
12174 ;     (regulations),     12175  >  (scbeditlei, 
12177-8,  12180 
Marble,  Australian,  q.,  11624 
Melbourne  Offices :  Commonwealth,  q.,  ;Soi 
Meteorological   Branch,   Budget.  1(112 
Ministerialists,   Loyalty  of,-  q.,  ^176 
Ministers,  Relations  of,  q.,  ;o:fi 
Ministry,  Changes  in  tfae.  ohs.,  108} 
Murray   Waters  Agreement,  g.,  sni 
National    Physique :    Medical    Inspeiiion  of 

School  children,  q.,  33<l?J*.}s8iL 
Naval  Agreemefitgltiz^i«ta^  vloQOV  LC 
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t-yact  Hon.  Sir  W.  J.,  VL.CiA.C.—eotilitiutd. 
NftvigatioD  Commissioo ;  Report,  3173 
Navigation,  Coafereace,  address^  103;  404; 
cbs.^  465 

Netherlands    Indies ;    Influx    of    Orientals : 

Trade,  q.,  2998 
New  Hebrides,  q.,  647,  14131  r596;  Budget, 

1646;  q.,  3268,  3301;  obs.,  3419;  q-,  3508 

New  Protection,  q.,  1715;  adf-t  1745;  J-i 
1748;  suffiy.  1784,  1797;  q.,  197s;  Budget, 
2148,  2151;  adj.,  2843;  2890,  3174,  3268 
3302;  luffly,  3319,  31«>;  3421,  36". 
4200,    5S02 ;    adj.,   6180;    q.,    11053;  adj.. 

I2l6o 

New  Protection  (Tariff),  3986,  4009,  4644,  4674 
New  South  Wales  Government  :  Seizure  of 
wire-netting,  ois.,  3tao;  Budget,  3152; 
2230-1-2-3;  arf;.,  2346;  q.,  2563,  342a;  Can- 
cellation of  Carriers'  Licences,  q.,  3793, 
supply,  2904;  Savings  Bank  Claim,  ttipfly, 
57»3 

Northern  Territory,  q.,  158,  194,  laSo;  Bud' 
get,  164^;  adj.,  2346:  q.,  2566;  arf;.,  3363; 
44^3'  9»«> 

Officers'  Compensation  Bill,  int.,  7494,  7499, 

7502 ;  s^'v  7502 

Old-age  Pensions,       352;  Budget,  1643; 

10808;  q.,  11790,  11918.  Invalid  and 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill) 
Old-age    Pensions   Appropriation   Bill,  com, 

(Appropriation),  12006-7 
Olive,  Cocoanut,  and  Mineral  Oils,  q.,  1717 
Opium,  q.,  2334 
Opposition  Corner,  q,,  11054 
Orton,  S.S.,  adj.,  11177;  q.,  11917 
Pacific  Cable,  q.,  121^3 
Pacific  Islands  Mail  ^rvice,  suffly,  iSia ; 

3508 

Paper,  Tenders  for,  q.,  10081 

Papua,  Budget,  1642,  1646;  j.  3508;  .Supply, 
oaQo;  deportation  of  aboriginals,  q..  4412; 
Public  Service,  q.,  I(p54;  Royal  Commis- 
sion, supply,  1 1375;  Land  Admini^triltion  : 
Mr.  Drummond  and  Mr.  Ardlie,  q..  12199 

Parliament : 
Candidates'  ETxpenses,  g.,  977,  978;  sut,"-'-- 
8965.  9773;        lotSo;  supply.  xiai6;  q., 
11421 

Entertainment  of  Strangers,  adj.,  6393 
Exhibit  of  Pianos,  q.,  7114 
Lobbying,  obs.,  10977;  9-'  1^051 
Prorogation  of,  q.,  11053-4;  adj.,  12201 
Reassembling  of,  sufply,  12097;        laaoi ; 
adj.,  12201 

Reflections  on  Members,  Tariff,  10974-5-6, 
10981 ;  q.,  11017 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  Budgrt,  1644, 

1678;  supply,  1775;  **'^/->  '812;  jr.,  1866; 
1883,  1886;  in.,  1924;  2ti.,  1077,  1983; 

com.,  (amount  of  allowance),  1996-7,  2001; 

new  clause  (appropriation),  aoi6:  preamble, 

2017  ;  q..  3450,  2964 
Patent  and  Proprietary  Medicines,  q.,  80,  648, 

772,  879,  880;  adj.,  892,  897;  q.,  I^i6;  Mr. 

Beale's  report,  q.,   1975;    adj.,    3613;  q., 

3995;  adj..  3103 
Patent  Office  ;  Administration,  g.,  501,  882 
Penny  Postage,  Budget,  1639-33;  ^905  J 

q.,  13151 
Petherick,   Mr.,  q.,  2567 
Petition  ;   Signatures,  obs.,  340S;   m.,  3409, 

.T4IS 

Population,'  Budget,  1641 
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Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 
Annual  Report,  supply,  10194 
Cabinet    Committee    of    Inquiry,  suffdy^ 

10194,  10445 
Eastern  and  Pacific  Cables,  q.,  12153 
Expenditure,  adj.,  7457;  «.,  7502;  supply, 
8821,    9962,    10190;    expl.,    11706-7 ;  J., 
13151-4 

Increase  of  Employes,  Budget,  1634,  2275; 

"'^^'j'.  3309:  3363:  4869; 
«./  7504  J  supply,  8821,  9963,  1019a,  10443 

Increments,  q.,  7464 

New  Works  and  Buildings,  Budget,  1636; 
supply,    3521,    3538,    3533,  3540; 
7502;  10190;  J.,  11054;.  suffly, 

1 1368 

Prohibition  of  Correspondence,  adj.,  3614 
Royal  Commissfpn,  supply,  10441 ;  12042, 
13153 

Stamps:  Printing  of,  supply,  3590,  3594; 

q.,  6099;  9971 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  supply,  3554 
Post  and  Telegraph  OfBccs  : 
Alslonville  Post  0£&ce,  supply,  3523 
Ban^atow  Post  Office,  supply,  3533 
Bellingen  Post  Office,  suffly,  3532  ' 
Bondi  Post  Office,  supply,  3533 
Canbelego  Post  Office,  supply,  3522 
Cessnock  Post  Office,  supply,  3532 
Coffs  Harbor  Post  Office,  supply,  3533 
Culcaim  Post  Office,  supply,  3523 
Gunning  Post  Office,  supply,  3533 
Katuofnba  Post  Office,  supply,  3532 
LauncestoD  Post  Office,  supply,  3540 
Lithgow  Post  Office,  supply,  3533 
Melbourne    General    Post    Office,  suf^y, 

3528 

Norfham  Post  Office,  supply.  3533 
Sydney  General  Post  Office,  supmy,  3521 
Poynton,  Mr.,  naming  of,  obs.,  7369 
Preferential  Trade  : 
Canada,  Budget,  1647 
South  Africa,  Budget,  1647 
United    Kingdom,    address,    101,    104;  ff., 
590,591,694,1413;  Budgfl,  i6^s-6-7i  adj., 
1745;        '747t  ai22;  Budget,  2146,  3150; 
231a,  2791 

Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  457(1,  4788,  4959, 
4968,  4970 

Premiers'  Conferences,  States,  adj.,  470; 
Budget,  1643,  2144 

Prime  Minister.  Absence  of  the,  abs.,  193; 
q.,  297;  ffbs.,  604;  adj.,  1084;  f.,  as63; 

Printing   Committee,   m.,   770,  2230 

Printing  Office,  q.,  2230;  supply,  3590,  3594, 
3598;  Sweating  at  Sydney,  q.,  6132,  6595, 
6813,  6968;  Casual  employes,  Melbourne, 
e-.  7415;  New  South  Wales  Electoral  Rolls, 
supply,  9971 ;  Labourers*  pay,  Melbourne, 
f.,  11421 

Production,  Budget,  1626 

Public  Service  : 
Allowances,    Western    Australia,  sufplyt 

"37>-3;  9->  "9>9 
Boards  of  Inquiry,  cbs.,  8935 

Classification,  q.,  tqy6 

Commissioner,  supply,  9773.  10443 

Examinations,  Public  Service  Act,  q.,  12152 


Index  to  Speeches. 


Lyiie,  Hod.  Sir  W.  J.,  Vi.C.U.O.—evniinued. 
Public  Service — continued. 
Increments;    Tieasurer's  adTUce,  s«ffly, 
1798;  g.,  3689;  suffiy,  3314;  J.,  68ia; 
Postal  officUls,  g.,  7464 
Owen,    Colonel,    appointment    of,  Jufply, 
9792 

Public  Works:  New  South  Wales,  2997; 
Expenditure,  Post  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment, m.,  7502  ;  suffly,  88ai 

Pulmonary  Phthisis,  q.,  1517 

Quarantine  Bill,  aE.,  504,  557;  1412; 
com,,  (commencement)  1417.  (scope  of 
quarantine)  1418,  1468,  (general  definitions) 
1536,  1541,  (arrangements  with  States  Go- 
Tcmmcnts)  1547,  (proclamation  of  ports  of 
entry)  1549,  1560,  1562,  1565;  Budget, 
1633-3 

Quarantine : 
Transferred  Praperties,  q.,  11918 

Queensland : 
Notice  of  New  Duties,  q.,  1864,  2122 

Questions   without    notice,   eks.,    2233 ;  f 
12041 

Rabbit  Virus,  q.,  407,  503,  3969,  5520,  6356, 

6505,  6674,  7300;  juffly,  11377 
Recess,  Duration  of,  snffly,  12097;  12201; 

eulj.,  12301 

Revenue  of  the  Commonwealth,  Budget,  1627- 
8-9-90-1;    suffly,    3303;    q..    9099,  10-si; 
suffly,  11262,  12098 
Revotes,  Budget,  1633 
Royal  Agricultural  Show,  2688 
Rural  Industries,  12158 
Salvation  Army  Settlements,  q ,  1596 
Savings  Bank   Claim :    New   South  Wales, 

»tffiy.  5783 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  q.,  3588,  3733  [see 

Federal  Capital) 
Secret  Drugs,  Cures,  and  Foods :  Mr.  Scale's 

Report,  q..  1975;  ad;.,  2613;  q.,  2995;  adj.. 

3102 ;  lufply,  gg«2 
Senate,    powers   of    requesting   alteration  in 

Tariff,  q.,  7450 
Shipping  Combine,  adj..  3952 
Shipping,  Differential  Treatment  by  States, 
1 1790 

Sittings,  Suspension  of,  ffbs.,  1x3;  aa;.,  3232; 
3854:  extension  of,  ad}.,  4704;  q.,  5111; 
adj.,  5236;  days  and  hours  of,  aaj.,  6188; 
OAs.,  6417;    m..  6503,   6515;    adj.,  6591, 
6810 

South  Africa ;  Preferential  Trade,  Budget, 
1647 

Special  Tariff,  Western  Australia,  Budget, 
1627 

Standard  Oil  Company    and    Members,  ott., 

IOQ74-5-6,  10981;  f.,  11017;   operations  of 

trust,  12044 
State  Bank,  Budget,  1642;  q.,  11019 
State  Importations,  eis.,  2130;  Budget,  2152; 

q..  2230-1-3-3;  adj..  2346;  q.,  2563,  3422; 

ads.,  7401 

State  Referendum  at  Federal  Elections,  q,, 
3689;  adj.,  3970,  3971 

States  Debts,  Budget,  1643-4;  'fffhi  33»6i 

q..  8S16,  10462,  10524,  11159 
States   Expenditure,   Budget,    1634 ;  suffly, 

3304-9.  3359;  "^^-f  34i« 
Sutes    Premiers*    Conference,  Report, 

12040 


Lyne,  Hon.  Sir  W.  ]..  K.C.H.G.— r#M/i)twtf. 
States,   Revenue  Returned    to    the.  Budget, 

1627-38-9-40-3,    2144;    exfl.,    2741;  tuffly. 

3303-";  6420,    9099,   10462;  tutt^y, 

11264;  <"ij  >  "735;  ?•«  "737-8:9i  iX740-«-a» 

H784-5-6-7,  11921,  12151 
States,  Services  rendered  to  by  Commonwealth 

Officers,  q.,  7297 
Sugar : 

Bounty,  Budget,  1628-32;  suffly,  3310; 

10464,  10526,  10575,  10702 
Consumption,  Budget,  1627 
Excise,  Budget,   1628-32;  q.,    3173,  te464r 

10526,  10575,  ^0702 
Imports,  Budget,  1629 
Production,  Budget,  1628-9 
Rebate,  q..  10404.    10526,    10575,  10702, 

10789 
Supply  : 

External  Affairs  (Administrative),  8976 
Home    Affairs    (Electoral    Office),    9773 ; 
(Public     Service     Commissioner),  9773, 

Parliament  (Election  Kxpcnses),  S965,  11216 
Postmaster-General   (Central    Sialf),  {f^., 

10185-6),  10189 
Trade  and  Customs  (Centrar  Staff),  11377 
Treasury,     9961 ;     (Government  Printer), 
9971  (f.o.,  9975) ;  (Treaiurer'i  Advance), 
998a ;    (miscellaneous),  11375 
Works  and  Buildings,  3303,  [f,ff.,  3319-20); 
(Home  Affairs),  3359,  3423;  (Trade  and 
Customs),  3436-7.  344»i  3445!  (Defence), 
3448-9,  3450.  3677;  <Po«t  and  Telemph), 
3521,  3528,  3533,  3540;  (Telegraph*  sad 
Telephones).  3554:  (Treasury),  3590,  ^w*. 
3598;  (London  Offices),  3616,  3619,  3626, 
3661 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  int.,  1775.  1784.  17a): 
com.,  Exfemal  Affairs:  (London  Offices), 
1810-1,  1812;  (Pacific  Islands  Mail  Service), 
1812;  ad.  ret.,  1869,  1881 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  int.,  578.1 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  int.,  6279 ;  3R.,  6aS6 ; 
com..  Contingencies,  6288;  Trade  and  Cos- 
toms:  (Commerce  Act),  6290;  External  Af- 
fairs :  (Papua),  6290 

Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  int.,  8820;  «.».«.,  8863 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  1908-9;  int.,  12097;  2a., 
12098,  12182;  3K.,  tzufa 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  int.,  9010;  f.,  9470; 

aa.,  9847.  98755  t*P^-  "9»9  , 
Surplus  Revenue,  ^stnbution  of,  q..  10462 

Tahiti,  q.,  3105 

T.tiiiT,  q.,  406,  975,  976;  adj.,  1180,  146Q:  m,, 
1645-6-7-8;  q.,  1715-6;  adj..  1744;  q.,  '747: 
suffly,  1775:  adj.,  2025,  2028;  M.,  2143; 
q.,  2791;  adj..  3048;  q.,  3173;  suffly,. 
1303;  34*0.  3586,  3587,  3733  J  "f- 
74*0;  9  -,  7450 !  7455;  9  *  !'7«>: 

adj.,  13203 

Action  of  Ne"*  South  Wales  Government, 
obs.,  aiao;  Budget.  2152;  jr.,  2330-i-a-3; 
adj.,  2346;  q.,  2563,  2793;  suffly,  2Q04t 

q.,  1422 

ARricultural  Machinery,  q.,  1748,  17^0; 

flv.  1797;  Budget.  2148.  2151;  ahs..  39814 
Alterations,  q,,  ^34 

Amendments,  date  of,   m.,   10502-3;  okt., 

ioei;7-8 

Amendments,  formal,  »hs.,  7440 
Anomalies,  q.,  1715,  2006^  ad.  ref..  745$ 
Antimony.  ^-eigiisgTs^VjOOQlC 


Ju/y  3,  1907,  to  Junt  5,  1908. 


Cvme,  SUn.  Sir  W.  K.CM.C.~-e9mtmued. 

Bicycles  and  puts,  f.,  3588 
Bottles  and  Cases,  g.,  M9o 
Collection  at  Reduced  Rates,  f.,  3734 
ComparatiTC  Tariff  Tables,  ois.t  jgn  j  edj.t 

,  ^  • 

-Coogratulatory  messages,  3990 
Debates,  coodusioo  oi,  s-,  11052-3 
Disconlent  ia  Weitem  Australia,  3691 
Dressed  Timber,  g.,  3300,  3431 
'Electric  Equipment,  2132 
■Glomes,       2566,  2689 

<k)ods  in  transit,  f.,  1745-*;  suffty,  1797, 

i88a;  ff.,  3586 
Hats,  g.,  881,  1747 
Index,  g.,  1715 

Instrttctioot  to  Collectors,  g.,  1864,  2122 

lutiodacticm,  g.,  975,  976,  itSo;  adj.,  1469 

Iron,  Budget.  1645;  f.,  3734 

Kerosene,  Budget,  3152;  obs.,  3975 

Lobbying,  tf^j.,  10977;  g.,  11051 

Log  Timber,  g.,  1715 

Magazines,  3421 

Jdinister  in  charge,  g.,  35S7 

New  Protection,  g.,  171$'  '^J-*  *745  • 
S>  »74Si  f^tt'y-  «7**4.  '7'i7i  f-.  1975: 
Budget,  3148,  2151;  arfy.,  2843;  ^890. 
3174.  3268,  3302;  supfly.  3JI9.  3320;  f., 
3421,  362a;  3986,  4009;  J.,  4200; 

tfij.,  4644,  4674;  g.t  11053, 

I?on-debatable  items,  g.,  5210,  5240;  0df., 
6515 

•Order  of  consideration  of  items,  g.,  3431, 
3587-8;  obs.,  3976,  4007,  4010;  f.o.f  4120; 

m  4tMlS-f  4*80;  «.,  4325-7.  43S4.  4360, 
4625.  4636;  J.,  6523 

Paper,  duties  on,  g..  6673 

Photographic   Plates,  g.,  3854 

Piano.   Exhibit  in   Parliament  House,  g., 

7114 

Potato  Flour,  g..  5415 

Preferential  Rates,  Bmdget,  1645-6-7;  ad;., 
1745  J  ?-t  1747.  «<«:  Budget,  2146,  2150; 
f.,  2312,  a79r;  06s.,  4576.  4788,  4959, 
4968,  4970 

Printing  Paper  :  Exemption  from  duty,  g., 
1 1179 

Queensland  :  Notice  of  New  Duties,  g., 
1864,  2122 

Rebates  on  Hat  Making  and  other  Ma- 
■chinery,  abt.,  4450;    adj.,   4461;  abt., 

4569:  ^tt^y>  4867  i  9:  49a6;  6704, 
■6710,  6720-1-3-4,  6738;  6744,  6753; 

tons,  reg.,  iti94-7,  itzoo,  ii2it<3;  piece 
gof>ds,  ehs.i  7<ti2 
ftecoBunittal  of  ttems^  orf/.,  7413;  ad.  ref., 
7455 

Redaction  of  Duties :  Interview  witii  Syd- 
ney Daily  Telegrafh,  0bs.,  5218 

Hefimds,  adj.,  1744;  g.,  1746J  tmffly,  1797; 
2792,  4199,  4623,  4650 

Itetailers*  increased  prices,  g.,  1865,  1974; 
Budget,  2147,  2153;  3^3-5 

Jtevenue,     sufpiy,     1784;     Bmdget,  2147; 

«'?^':J'.   33»>-4!  3989;  ir-i  "75M 

supfly,  11265 

Senate's    Requests,  7450,   9100,  9390, 

10079;  'bt.,  10674;  m.,  10815  [see  Castoma 
Tariff  Bill) 

£tearine  and  Paraffine  Wax,  g.,  5131 


Lyne,  Hon.  Sir  W.  J.,  Vi.CM.G.—eofUutued. 
Tariff — <oiUimued. 
Tasmania :    Notice    of    New    Duties,   f ., 

1747,  2133 

2152;  3976 
01    Resolutions    to  Senate, 


Tea,  Budget, 
Transmission 

obs.,  4010 
Wire  Netting, 

2148,  2153; 

2997,  3174. 


g.,  1974;  »bs.,  aijoj  Budget, 
g.,    2330-1-2-3,   3314,  2793, 
3432,  3586;    m.,  4124;  f., 
4199,  4622,  46^0 
Woollen  Piece  Goods,  ad/.,  11466 
Tariff    Commission's    Reports,    exfl.,    897 ; 
Budget,   1646;  f.,   1716;  sdj.t  I744J 
1747,  1748.  1866,  iSfiB;  adj.,  ao39;  Sudget, 
2149;  expl.,  2562;  3976,  7470 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Cnstoms) : 
Accoutrements,  &c.,  S939 
Acetic  Acid,  &c.,  6969  t 
Adze,  Axe,  and  Scythe  Handles,  7125 
Agricultural    &c.,'  Machinery    and  laple. 
meots,  6053-4,  6549.  65501  0556»  6564-5-6-9, 
f>57o-s,  6583-5,  6590;  cons,  reg.,  10660-3 
Air  Compressors,  6717 

Ale,  ftc,  3974,  4007.  4009.  4"»4 

Aluminium  Ware,  6748 ;   cons,  reg.,  10707, 

"544 

Ammonia,  6969,  6970;  font,  reg.,  iiooi 
Amtnonia  Condenser  Coils,  Ac,  6113 
Amylic  Alcohol,  41^ 
Animals,  4768,  477o>  477> 
Antimony,  ftc.*  6830 

Apparel  and  Attire,  5635,  5627,  5628;  ecns. 

reg.,  I0563-4.5 
Arms,  6034-6;  cons,  reg.,  10656 
Arrowroot,  5445 
Articles,  n.e.i.,  563a,  3633 
Articles,  Advertising,  7359 
Articles  of  Celluloid,  7399 
Art,   Works  of.   7398;   cemt.  reg. 

iiigi.  II57S-6 
Asbestos  Pipe  anti  Boiler  Covering,  7399 
Asphalt  Mastic,  6909 

Bags,  &c.,  564a,  5644,  5645;  recom.,  5730-6; 

ci-ns.  reg.,  10571 
Bags,  Baskets,  &c.,  7359 


I 1183, 


Bananas,  ^137 
Barbed  Wire. 


683** 


Barley.  5346^  , 
Barometers,  &c.,  coiu.  ref.,  11059-60-3 

Basketware,  7109 

Bicycles,  &c.,  7270-7,  7280-1-2;  eons,  reg., 
1 1 174 

Biscuits.  4775,  4778,  4780 
Blacking,  &c.,  6847,  6855 
Blacks,  6806 

Blankets,  Flannels,  Ac,  5719,  5737;  eons. 

reg.,  10576,  11534 
Blue,  4788;  eons,  reg.. 
Boats,  Ac,  7360 
Bolts,  Carriage,  6831 
Bolts,  Nuts,  Ac.,  683V 
Books,  n.e.i.,  7369 
Boot  Linings,  5927 
Bottle  Stoppers,  6935-6 
B«tles.  5463,  6938,  6947-8 


io50t 


711S 


Brass  Work,  Ac,  6112 
Brusbmakers'  Woodwave, 
Buckets,  Ac.,  7138 
Boggy  Shafts,  7130-1 
Cameras,      Pbotographs,    Postcanls,  | 

7393-5  Mzedby' 
Candles,  4938,  5132-3 


ClOogle 


Ac, 


Ixxii 
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Lyne,  Hon.  Sir  W.  J.,  K.C.M.G.— «fift>w*rf. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 
Canvas  and  Duck,  5930 
Carbide  of  Calcium,  6971 
Carbon  Bisulphide,  739a 
Carpets,  &c.,  5738;  eont.  req.,  10576)  11459 
Casks,  &c.,  7131-5 
Cement,  &c.,  6896 
ChaScutters,  &c.,  6564-5 
Chairs,  &c.  7021 
China,  &c.,  Ware,  6897,  6900 
Cigarettes,  4304 
Cigars,  4304 

Clay  Smoking  Pipes,  7397 

Coal-cutting    Machines,    eons,    req.,  10731, 

"S44;5 
Cocoa  Butter,  &c.,  5359 
Coffee,  15263 
Coir  Mats,  &c.,  5739 

Combined  Com  Sheller,  Husker,  &c.,  6566 
Combs,  ftc,  714a 

Confectionery,  5159,  5160,  5219,  5242;  eens. 

req.y  10514 
Copying  Apparatus  7379 
Cork  Klats,  7379;  cons,  req.,  1117S 
CoraaooT,  5349,  5350 
Cosies,  Cuuiions,  Quilts,  &c,,  5740-1-3-4 
Cotton,  Linen,  ftc,  Piece  Goods,  5853*4-6, 

59»S-7 

Cream  Separators,  6583 
Cresylic  Acid,  6976 

Crucibles,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10903,  11556 
Currants,  ^278 

Curtains,    &c.,    eons,    req.,    10577,  i>438i 
11441.2.3 

Cutlery,  cons,  req.,  10672-3,  11444 
Cvcle  Tubing,  7282 
Cycle  Parts,  7283-4 
Cylinders,  6113-4 

Dairy    Refrigerators,    6569;    cons,  req.t 

10662 
Dates,  5331 
Denims,  5850 

Disinfectants,  Sheep  Washes,  &c.,  69S5-7; 

eons,  teq.y  1 1001-9,  iioio,  11562 
Droppers,  6831-2 

Drugs  and  Chemicals,  6976-7 ;  eons,  req., 

IIOIO-I 

Dry  Gums,  6957 
Earthenware,  w)03-6 

Eggs,  5265 

hlcctncal    and    Gas    Meters,    cons,  req., 

10743-7,  1154s 
Electrical  Articles,  6810;  cons,  req.,  10748, 

1 1448-9 

Electrical  Machines,  6800-1-4;    cons,  req., 

I07.14-8,  10741-a-j,  11444-5-9,  11452-9 
Electroliers,  &c.,  6808-9 
Enpinrs,  6712 
Essential  Oils,  6999 
Ethers,  4139,  6999 
Explosives,  7381-5-8,  739X 
Eyelets,  61 14 

Fancy  Goods,  7141-2;  cons,  req.,  11057 
Feathers,  5634,  5636 

Fibro-ttment,  &c.,  eons,  rtq.,  io{>oo-l-a 
Filters,  7359 

Fish,  5266,  5270,  5278;  cons,  req.,  to^ig 
Fibbing  Lines,  cons,  req.,  11175 
Flanneirttc,  5918,  5923;  cons,  req.,  11443 
Furniture,  7002,   7019,    7020,   7021  i  eons. 

req.,  11011*4-5 
Galvanised  Iron,  6524-7,  6530,  6547 


Lyne,  Hon.  Sir  W.  J.,  K.C.M.G.— ^^oM/tntie/. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 
Glass,  &c.,  6915-7-9,  6921-2-3-9,  6934;  cons, 
req.,  10906 

Gloves,  5939,  5940;  eons,  req.,  10577-8-9, 

1 1460 
Glucose,  4628 
Glue,  6949,  6954-6 
Glycerine  and  Lanoline,  6998 
Grain  and  Pulse,  n.e.i.,  5358 
Gramaphones,  ftc,  cons,  req.,  11066 
Graphite,  6858 

Hats,  Caps,  &c.,  5947,  5950,  5956,  5960, 
5966,    5975,    5976 ;    cons,    req.t  10580, 

IOS93-7 

Hay  and   Chaff,   5359,   5361,   5417,  5429; 

q..  6132 ;  cons,  req.,  10526 
Herbs,  dried,  5341 ;  cons,  req.,  10520 
Hessians,  Jute,  Bookbinders'  Cloth,  ftc,  5931 
Hogsheads,  7135-6 

Hoist,  Hollman  Patent,  6710-2;  corns,  req.^ 

10685,  >o686 
Honey,  Jams,  TelUeSj  5444 
Importations    for     Governor-General  and 

State  Governors,  7403-4-5 
Incandescent  Filament  Lamps,  &c.,  6810 
Incandescent  Mantles,  5977 
Infants   and  invalids'  Foods,  5521,  5523-4; 

eons,  req.f  1055S 
lalotandc,  ftc,  7266 

Iron   and   Steel   (VIa.),   6833-5-7;  (VIS.), 
6842-3 

Iron  and  Steel  Tubes,  6829 

Iron  I'ipes,  6829;  cons,  req.,  10750 

Isinglass,  S462 

Jewellery,  7146-7-8,  7150 

Kerosene,  cons,  req.,  10890,  10900,  10910-1, 

10971-4-5-6,  10981,  11098-9,  moo 
Kindergarten  Materials,  7266 
Kinematographs,    ftc,    7152 ;    cons,  req,, 

11064-5 

Kitchen    Utensils,    Cast    Iron,    c^m.  req., 

10707-8,  11167 
Lamps,  6038,  6042 
Lasts  and  Trees,  7126 
Lead,  6051-2;  cons,  rrq.,  io6tia,  11443 
Leather,  Rubber  Belting,  &r..  7164-7;  eons. 

req..  11069,  11574 
Licht-pausrohpapier,   (ons.   rt  q.,    1 1 170-1-2-3 
Liquorice,  5260;  cons,  req.,  10^17-8 
Locks,    6114;    cens.    req.,    io--ty,  107S0-9, 

10790-1-8 

Log  Band  Saws,  cvns.  req.,   10686,  11539; 

(P.O..  ii54i-4> 
Machine  Tools,  6112 
Machinery  and  Parts,  610.^.  6111 
Machines,  Machinery,  Machine  Tools,  ftc, 

6704-7-9,  6710-5-7,    6720-1,  67^3.4.  67^ 

6743.5-6,  6753 
Magazines,  7192 ;   cons,  req.,  11081-2-4 
Mangles,  ftc,  6549 

Manufactures  of  Metal,  n.e.i..  0748;  fi-iij. 

req.,  10686-8,  10707-8,  11167 
Matches,  5454 ;   cons,   req.,  ii';4ft-7-5o-i-2-4 
Medicines,  6993 
Metal  Cordage,  7378 

Milk,  Condensed,  ftc,  5500,  5518-4 

Milling  Silk,  ;o2r> 

Miners*  Safety  Lamps,  6049 

Mining  Engines  and  Machinery,  6772,  6784, 

6797;  eons,  req.,  wy*.^?;^!^ 
Molasses,  47j6gitizecl  by  VjOUVIC 


July  3,  1907t  to  June  o,  1908. 


Ixziil 


Lync,  Hon.  Sir  W.  J.,  K.C M.C.—con/inued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — eottiinued. 
Motive  Powei  Macbineiyt  &c.,  M33i  ^643, 

6707;  cons.  reS;  10674-5-8,  11534-5 
Motor  Cycles,  7282 
Musical  lastnimeots,  7358-9 
Mustard,  cont.  req.,  10555 
Nails,  6596-7,  6617 
Naphthalene,  6977 
Nuts,  edible,  cons,  req.,  10557-8 
Oils,  6867,  6S68-9,  6876;  cons,  req.,  ic&rj, 
10828,    10881-4,    10890,    10909,  10910-1, 
10971-4-5-6,  10981,  iio^-9,  moo,  11550-t 
Opium,  6994-5 

Packages,  outside,  7347,  7411 

Faint  Removers,  6893-5 

Paints  and  Colours,  6SS8;  cons,  req.,  10895-8 

Paper,  &c.,  7198,  7206,  72io-i-4-6-7,  7220-3- 

3)  7234-7-8,  7240-2;  '^"f-  r'i-i  11090-1-2 
Paper,     MaouiacturcA    ot,     7171 -3-3-4-6-8, 

7i8o-3-4-7;  cons,  req.,  11071-5-6,  ito8o-i- 

2-4-6,  1145a 
Peel,  preserved,  5336 

Pens,  Pencils,  &c.,  7143,  7266;  cons,  req., 

11058-9,  11168-9 
Perambulators,  &c.,  7282-3 
I'hotographic  Accessories,  7395-6;  cffns.  req., 

11176.7 

Photograph  1  rames,  cons,  teg.,  I1057 
Photographs,  7267 

Pianos,  7301-7,  7327,  7345-6-7.  7356: 

re^.,  11213-4 
Pictorial  1 1  lustrations,  7406 
Pictares,  7398-9 
Pipes,  &c.,  7396-7 
Plates,  6830 

Poles,  Bent,  cons,  req.,  11057 

Potato  Flour,  5344,  5346 

Printers'  Material,  6115,  6755  ^ 

Printing  Inks,  7260-3;  eoHi.  req..  11092-3-5 

Printing    Roller    Composition,    cons,  req., 

10996. 
Pump  Butts,  7168 

Rails,  &c.,  6814-6,  6821,  6829;  eons,  reg., 
10749 

Kebate  :     Machinery,     6753;     eons,  req., 
11194-7,  11200,  ti2ii-3;  Piece  Goods,  741a 

fiegalia,  5640 
Rennet,  ^463 

Rice,  5526,  5531 ;  cont.  re^.,  10559 

Rice  Root,  4793 ;  eons,  reg.,  10503-4 

Ttivets,  bifurcated,  6833 

Road  Rollers,  Traction  Engines,  &c.,  6678-9, 

6689,  6700 
Roasting  Dishes,  6c|li 
Rock-boring  Machines,  6797-9; 

10731 

Rock  Drills,  6784,  6797;  eons,  reg.,  10710, 
10730 

Roll  Shells,  6103,  61 1 1 
Roofing  Slates,  6957 
Roofing  Tiles,  6906 

Rubber  Manufactures,  7i6o-3-3;  eons,  reg., 
r 1068-9 

Rubberised  Waterproof  Cloth,  5S04 
Saccharin,  6973-6 
Saddlers'  Material,  6116 
Sago  and  Tapioca,  4774;  cons,  req.,  10496-7 
Salt,  5535-6;  cons.  req..  10559 
Sausage  Casings,  5459,  5460-1 
:School  Slates,  &c.,  7267 
Scientific  Instruments,  7406,  7410-1 ;  eons, 
req.,  10906 


i-ne,  Hon.  Sir  W-  J.,  ^.C.U.O.— continued. 

Tariff  Resolutions  ICnstoms) — continued. 
Scrap  Iron  and  Steel,  6833 
Screws,   6768-9,   6772;   cons,   reg.,  10709, 

11086,  11444 
Sewing  Machines,  6103 
Sewing  Silks,  &c.,  7378 
Sheep  Shearing  Machines,  6575,  6583-5 ;  eons. 

reg.,  10662-7 
Shooks,  7136-8 

Silk  Piece  Goods,  ^851 
Slate  Slabs,  6957;  cans,  req.,  10998 
Slipper  Forms,  &c.,  cons,  reg.,  ito68 
Soap,  SS4S 

Socks  and  Stockings,  5931,  5936,  5937 
Spectacles,    Spectacle    Frames,    ^ec,  7153; 

eons,  req.,  11067 
Stained  Glass  Windows,  6915-9,  6931;  -cons. 

reg.,  11183,  11191,  11575-6 
Standards,  &c.,  6tt6i  cons,  reg.,  1079S-9, 

io8oo-i-4,  11548 

Starch.  5547,  5548 
State  Importattons,  7401 
Stationery,  &c.,  7243 
Stay  Paper,  &c.,  7267*S 

Stearine,   Paraffine  Wax,  Sc.,  5136,  5155; 

cons,  req.,  10505-6 
Steel  and  Steel-rimmed  Wheels,  6S32 ;  cons. 

reg.,  10804-6 
Stone  and   Marble,  6957-8,  6966-7;  eons, 

reg.,  109^,  11453 
Stoves,  6(M3-4-5 

Stripper  Harvestera)  6570J  7449 
Strippers,  7449 
Sugar,  4672,  4762 
Sugar,  Invert,  A764 

Surgical  and  Dental  and  Veterinary  Appli- 
ances, &c.,  7406-7;  cons,  reg.,  11192-3 
Table  Waters,  4142 
Tanks,  6621 
Tartaric  Acid,  6993 
Tea,  cons,  req.,  10559-62 
Tents,  Tarpaulins,  &c.,  59^7 
Tiles,  6906 

Thio  Sulphates,  6993 

Timber.  7021-2,  7077,  7095.6-7,  7101,  7104. 
6-7;  cons,  req.,  11019,  11056,  11144-7-9, 
11150.3-9,  11163-6,  11452,  11567,  11570-1 

Tin  Plate,  6116 

Tinned  Plates,  6833 

Tobacco,  430a,  4302,  4303,  4304 

Tool  Handles,  7119,  7122-4-5 

Traps,  Rabbit,  &c.,  6115 

Trimmings,  &c.,  5938 

Type,   Printers',  6755;     eons,   req.,  10709 
Varnishes,  Sec,  6893 
Vehicles,  7284-9,  7290-3-3-4 
Waddings  and  Cotton  Wool,  5937-8 
Watches,  &c.,  7151-2 

Weighing  Machines,  &c.,  6626-8,  6630-1-2 
Wigs,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10655 
Wine,  4140,  4143,  4200 
Wire,  61 18 

Wire  Cloth,  Gauze,  &c.,  6833;  ^<""- 

t(^o6,  10S15 
Wire  Netting,  4413,  4448,  4569.  457'.  457*» 

{f.o..  4575),  4579;  eons,  req.,  10770 
Wood  Naphtha.  4138 

Wood,   Wicker.   Bamboo,   and   Cane,  6999, 

7000-1,  7ion;  fons.  req..  11056 
Wool  Scouring  Machines,  6721-3-4,  6738 


Index  to  flpMeha. 


Lyae,  Hon.  Sir  W.  J.,  K.C.U.G.—eantinued. 
Tariff  ResolntioOs  (Coitomi) — continued. 
Woollen  Piece  G<>od»,  5804,  gSia,  5837,  5838, 
5841,  5843,  {f.a.,  5847,  5850),  5850;  eons, 
req^.,  11461-6,  11526,  11533 
Varns,  7375-6 

[See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 

Amylic  Alcohol,  cons,  req.,  11215 
Cigarettes,  4306,  4312,  4323,  4324,  4325 
Cigars,  4306 

Glucose,  4636,  464a,  4643,  4644 

GoId«&  Syrup,  4767 

Saccharin*  5558,  7411 

Starch,  5549.  5551.  5555,  5556 

Sugar*  lovext,  4766 

Tobacco,  4304,  4305,  4306 

{See  Excise  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Revision,  address,  looj  q..  406,  11789; 

adj.,  12303 
Tasmania  : 

Cable   Commimication,    Budget,  1635; 
12154;  suffly,  I2i8i 

Intei-State  Certificates,  Budget^  1629 

Notice  of  New  Duties,  q.,  1747,  2122 

Shipping  Services,  q.,  11917 
Telephone  :  Melbourne- Sydney,  q.,  11179 
Tenders  :   British  Preference,  y.,  12198 
Transferred     Properties,    Budget,    1641 ;  g.t 

I174I-2,  11785-6,  11918 
Trawler  :  Tenders  for  construction,  j.,  1751 ; 

t»tfty,  3437.  344a.  344S 
Treasurer,  Resignation  of  the,  ebs.,  1084 
Treasurer's  Advance,  snfply,  1795,  1798,  8820, 

1209S,  12182,  12190 
Tropical  Diseases,  Study  of,  supfly,  6288 
Wagcii,  Standard  rate  of  :  Contracts,  f.,  1751 
Western  Australia  : 

Survey  of  North'West  Coast,  2450 

Tariff:  Discontent  with,  q.,  269! 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  suffty,  3554 
Wire  Netting  : 

Action  of  New  South  Wales  Government, 
obs.,  2i3o;  Budget,  2152;  q.,  2230-t-a-3 : 
adj.,  2346;  q.,  2563,  3422;  cancellation  of 
carriers'  licences,  q.,  2793 ;  suffly,  2904 

Commonwealth  Imports,  q.,  2314,  3174 

Manufacture  of,  q,,  2997 
Women's  Work  Exhibition  Grant,  f.,  1751 ; 

suffly,   1798;   exfl.,   1867;  sHffly,  1883; 

q.,   2236;  ad/.,  2346 
Woollen  Trade  Wages  Board,  q.,  3622 
Works   and   Buildings,   Budget,  i632-5-6-8; 

supfiy,  1775;  f.,  1866.  2312,  2997;  suffiy, 

i2iqo  {see  under  Supply) 
Year. Book,  Commonwealth,  q.,  iigao 

MaeCukui*,  Senator  Hon.  J.'Tamania: 

Adjournment,  Special,  «.,  10400 
Agriculture,  Federal  Bureau  of,  q.,  8505-6 
Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill,  2R., 
3825;  com.  (Trade  and  Customs),  39*^3;  (De 
fence),  4044;  (External  Affairs),  4060 
Australian    Industries   Preservation    Bill,  2R. 
4C99;  com.  (burden  of  proof),  4915,  4Q23 ; 
(l>ower  of  Comptroller-GcnerAl  to  question, 
&c.),  soia,  5084.  «>94j  ad.  rtf.^  5182 
Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  ai.,  664;  torn,  (ac- 
commodation  bill    or   party),    747 ;  (noa* 
acceptance),    748;    (protection   of  banker), 
75S;  (signature),  7^9;  (application  of  State 
Laws),  t^Q2:  (presentment  of  cheque),  ao^q; 
recom.,  (presentment  of  stale  cheque),  2414 


MacfarlaDC,  Senator  Hon.  J. — eoatiamtd. 
Bounties  Bill,  21.,  2753;  torn.,  (reguUtioos), 

3849,  2S58;  First  Schcdale  (fish),  4263,  4274;. 

(wool  tops),  4389 
Business,  Conduct  of,  adj.,  487 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  aK.,  12112 
Commerce  Act,  q..  132,  7701,  7754,  784^ 
Customs  Certificates  :  British  Goods,  m.,  1955, 

1965;  7927 
Customs     Tariff     Bill,     al.,     7594 ;  com.. 
Schedule  : 
Acetic  Acid,  &c.,  9238 
Ale,  ftc..  7624 

Ammonia  Condenser  Coils,  9169 
-  Apparel  and  Attire,  8215 
Arrowroot,  7952-4 
Biscuits,  7679 
Blankets,  &c.,  8233 
Bottles,  8498-9,  8501 
Carbide  of  Calcium,  9263-7 
Coffee,  778a 

Confectionery,  7739,  7747 
Cornflour,  7909 
Curtains,  &c..  8287 
Disinfectants,  &c.,  com.  req.,  11341 
Electrical  Machines,  &c.,  S884 
Fire  Bricks,  ftc,  8480 
Fish,  7805 
Fruits,  Citrus,  7830 
Furniture,  9354-7 
Furs,  ftc,  8292 
Glassware,  8493 
Gloves,  8295 
Glue,  &c.,  85t2-3 
Graphite,  Sec,  8370 
Hay  and  Chaff,  7942 
Honey,  Jams,  ftc,  7946 
Iron  and  Steel  (VI. a),  9188 
•Lamps,  &c..  8568,  8570-1 
Locks,  9178 
Manures,  9913 
Matches,  8002 

Minp  Ventilating  Fans.  8680 
Mining  Machinery,  8786 

Motive    Power     Machinerv,    8627-Q,  8636; 

{f.o..  8645) 
Oilmen's  Stores,  8045 
Oils,  8109,  8439.  8.148:  cons,  req.,  11226 
Paints,' 8450-1.  8468,  8470 
Paper,  ftc.  9684 

Piece  Goods,  8125,  8143,  8178,  8190-4 
Printing  Roller  Composition,  8519,  8521 
Rice.  80S6 

Roofing  Tiles,  ftc,  8479 
Salt.  S090-3 
Sensitised  Films,  0931 
Standards,  ftc,  9180 

Stearine,  ParafBne  Wax,  ftc,  7715;  e***- 

req.,  10851 
Stone  and  Marble,  8549 
Tallow,  ftc,  8380-1-3-6 
Tea,  81 1 5 

Timber,  9425,  9458.  9547 
Tool  Handles,  Ac,  9637 
Tvpe,  &c.,  8769,  8770 
Wood,  articles  of,  n.e.i.,  958A 
Vegetables,  Herbs,  dried,  7883 

Cypher  Telegrams,  adj.,  1687 

Days  and  Hours  of  Meeting,  m.,  8ora 

Defence:  ^Digitized  . 

Hobart  Rifle  Range,  supfiy.  40^  ~> 


July  S,  1907,  to  June  o,  1008. 
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Macfarlane,  Senator  Hon.  J, — contirmtd. 
English  Mailt:  Tannania,  q.,  131;  adj.,  157; 

£-t  745  i  a^i-.  766 
Excise  ffariff  (Spirits)  Act,  y.,  8364 
Fniit  Export  Kegulatioos,  q.,  7849 
Hobart  Postal  Service,  q.,  11301-2 
Immigration  Resttictioa  Act  :  Bond  for  Sick 

Sailor,  q.,  5S58 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  as.,  12015; 

com.  (persons  disqualified),  13031 
Judiciary  Bill,  cent.,  new  clause  (appeals  from 

State  Courts),  954 
London  Offices,  q.,  36S3 ;  sitpfty,  3835,  4069 
Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  q.,  931,  2513,  2743, 

7926 

Mail  Service  tu  Eiiiope,  m.,  6mj 

Mails :    Tasmania,    suffly,    1954;   g.,  2031, 

11301-2,  11473 
Meterological  Department,  adj.,  765a;  7568, 

7843;  sutfty,  S98S 
Navigation  Bill,  f.,  3406,  3145,  94*3,  10253, 

1=918 

Navigation  Conference,  q.,  563 
Parliament  Gardens,  suffly,  5884 
Parliamentary    Papers    Bill,    com.    (no  action 

for  publishing  copies,  ftc,  of  ParliameQ' 

tary  Papers),  13x35 
Port  Davey :  Marine  Telegraph  Station, 

5178 

Pnntiog  Connnittee,  m..  38,  8225 
<2uarantiDe  Bill,  xs..,    4402;    torn,  (arrange- 
meats  with   State    Governments :  stations, 
&c.),  5304,  5319,  5331;  (powers  of  Common- 
wealth), 5333,  5335.  S390,  .S473.  5480,  5482; 
(disinfecting  apparatus   on    vessels),  5994 ; 
(cleansing   and   disinfecting   vessel),  6004 ; 
'  (goods  not  to  be  removed),  6004;  (liability 
of  owners,  &c.,  for  provisions  for  quaran- 
tined  persons),  6073,  6077 
•Queensland  Sugar  Cane  Fields :  Labour,  g.. 
5*7* 

Reid,  Mr.  J.  K.,  «.,  354 

Shipping  Companies :  Rebates,  q.,  1 1985 

Supply  Uitl  (No.  3),  3s.,  iQH 

Supply  Bill  (1^0.  3),  aR.,  c88o;  r«M.,  Sche* 

dule  :  The  Parliament,  5884 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  11.,  6347 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5},  com..  Schedule  :  Home 

Affairs  (Meteorology),  8988 
Sunnly  Bill  (No.  i)  1908-Q.  iB.,  12140;  earn.. 

Schedule,    Home   Affairs.  (Miscellaaeous), 

12146 

Surplus  Revenue  Bitt,  2R.,  11S88 

Tariff  : 

Tasmania,  q.,  i8r4 

T.ismania  :  Siirvev  of  West  Coast,  sufply. 
5880,  6347 ;  Weather  Reports  and  Forecasts, 
q.,  7568,  7652,  7843 :  Cable  Service  vid 
King  Isl  and ,  q.,  n  467 ,  1 1 863 ;  suffly, 
12x40;  State  Guarantee,  q.,  11987 

Trawler,  su*fly,  39^3 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  sufj^y,  6347;  q., 
11863;  suffly,  r2i40 

Wahon,  Hon.  H    Cuolyardit  : 

Aborigines,  Western  Australia  :  Allegations  of 

cruelty,  q.,  7115 
Additional  Sitting  Day,  6508 
Advertising  Australia,  Budget.  3215 
Australians   repatriated   from   South  Africa, 

Budget,  331  s 
Budget,  3210 


[ahon,  Hon.  H. — camtinued. 

Business,    Precedence   of   Government,  adf., 

0684;  m.,  aSoo;  Conduct  of,  m.,  6508 
Commonwealth  and  States :  Relatiom,  tuffly, 

9713 

Commonwealth    Buildings :    Rental  System, 

Customs  Department  : 
Leakage  of   information :   Melbourne,  suf- 
fly* 733* 

Cuatoms  Tariff  Bill,  ecmt.  req.  (f.c,  10571); 
(bats,  caps,  Ac),  10590;  (electrical  machi- 
nery), {f.o.,  10736-8},  10740-1 ;  (wire  gauEe), 
10814 ;  {f.o.,  10815) ;  (printing  roller  com- 
position], 10997;  (timber),  11149  ('^"  Tariff 
Resolutions  (Customs) ) 

Defence  : 
Government  Policy,  q.,  8813 
Naval  Agreement,  q.,  2998;  Budget,  {334 

Estimates,  Additional,  suffiy,  11360-t,  11371- 
4-8 

Federal  Capital,  Budget.  3211;  smffly.  8836 
Forrest,  Sir  John :  Tariff  and  Naval  Agree- 
ment.  Budget^  i»ao\  adj.,  3231;  tufftyt 

334Q 

Government  House,  Sydney,  suffly,  988a 

High  Court,  suffly,  8841,  9737-9 

Hughes,  Decoration  of  Diver,  q.,  3s66,  2793; 

adj.,  3994 
Immigration,  suffly,  9711 
Indigent  Aotbors'  Fund,  q.,  4647 
Kali^oorlie  to  Port  Augnsta  Railway  :  Brennan 

Mono-rail,  q.,  8937  ;  Survey,  q,,  10785 
Kanakas,    Repatriation    of,    Budget^    3314 ; 

suffly,  8841;  q.,  9684;  suffly,  96S6,  9707, 

Lan^^  Values  Taxation,  Budget,  3315-6 
London  Offices,  suffly.  9488 
Mailt : 

Casino  to  Grafton  Service,  q.,  407 
Imperial  Government  Contract,  q..  3973 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  q.,  6129,  6339; 

suffly,  10163 
North-West  Coast,  q.,  3690;  suffly,  9996; 
10784 

Pilbarra  Gold-field  Service,  q.,  21*3 
Port  Hedland  to  Marble  Bar ;  Emplojment 
of  Asiatics,  q.,  9844 

Ministerial  Expenses,  suffly,  9484 

Navigation  Bill,  Budget,  3217 

New  Protection,  Budget,  3216 

Nortbam  Post  Office,  suffly,  3534 

Old-age  Pensions,  q.,  352;  Budget,  3315 

Pacific  Cable,  q.,  4086 

Pacific  Islands  Mail  Service,  suffly,  95rr-r3 

Papua  :  Removal  of  Aboriginals,  q.,  4109, 
44x3;  administrator,  q.,  9476;  suffly,  9494, 
9^03:  adj.,  9794;  q.,  1x325;  administratim, 
suffly.  9493;  officials,  suffly,  949.S-6»  950I- 
3j  mail  service,  q..  9953:  suffly,  11360-1; 
Treasurer,  q.,  10178 

Parliamentary  Debates :  Official  Pr^is,  Bud- 
get, 3212 

Pearling  Fleets,  Raids  on,  9.,  81 

Petitions  i   Prayers,  obs.,  3619 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 
Administration,  suffly,  8S38 
Allowance  Postmasters :  Sweating,  suffly, 
10163 

Complaints :  Newspaper  Influence,  suffly, 
Co^fry    Distrfcfii'^^J^QftOgle  . 
suffly,  8840,  10163 


Ixxvi 
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Mahon,  Hon.  H. — cotUinued. 
'  Post  and  Telegraph  Department — continued. 
Cue :  Foatmaater,  q.,  6406 
Deputy  Postmaster-General,  Victoria,  ntffly, 
4847 

Employes  Organizations,  suffly,  3553 
Expenditure  on  Works  and  Buildings,  m., 
7507 

Salaries,  tuffly,  8838 
Temporary  Hands,  suf^y,  8S38 

Postal  Rates  Bill,  f.,  297;  suf-fi-y,  10162 

Preferential  Trade,  Budget^  3224 

Printing  Committee,  m.,  3229 

Public  Service  : 

Allowances,  Western  Australia,  q.,  405,  504; 

2684;  suffly,  9781,  n.^7'-4 
Boards  of  Inquiry,  suffly^  9779 
Commissioner's  Policy,  suffly,  1^38,  9779, 
9780 

Insolvencies,  suffly,  9781 

Overtime,  Customs,  Melbourne,  q.,  3969 

Promotions,  stffly,  9782 

Secretary  to  CDmmiss~ioner,  suffly,  9782 

Quarantine  Bill,  cam.  (disinfecting  apparatus 
on  vessels),  r62o;  (vaccination  of  quaran- 
tined persons),  r736 

Questions,  f.o.,  315 

Rabbit   Destruction :    Dr.    Danysz's  Experi- 
ments, m.,  6520 
States  : 

Compensation    to    Officers  doing  Common- 
wealth Work,  suffly,  9729 
Expenditure,  Budget,  3217-8;  exfl.,  3419 
Premiers*  Conferences,  Budget,  3217 ;  suf^ 

fy>  97»3  . 

Statistics,  Printing  of,  suffly,  9876-7 

Stock  Quarantine,  3732 

Sugar  Industry  :  Bounty,  Excise,  and  Draw- 
back, Budget,  3213,  3229;  Tariff,  4650,  4758; 
q..  5240;  suffly.  8841,  9986;  q..  10463, 
10525,  10575,  I0701,  J0789;  wages,  11325 

Supply  : 

Attorney-General  (High  Court),  9727-9 

External  Affairs  (Executive  Council),  94S4; 
(London  Offices),  9488;  (Papua),  9493, 
0501-3,  iii6o-i ;  (Pacific  Islands  Mail 
Service),  9511-3,  11360-t;  (Miscellaneous), 
9686,  9707,  9711 

Home  Affairs  (Public  Service  Commissioner}, 
Q778,  11371-4 ;  (Census  and  Statistics), 
^76-7 ;  (Works  and  Buildings),  98S0 ; 
(Governor -General's  Establisbment),  9S82 

Postmaster-General  (Central  StafT),  ioi6t 

Trade  and  Customs  (Queensland),  9986, 
11378;  (Western  Australia),  QQ96-7 

Works  and  Buildings  (Home  A^airs),  3349; 
(Post  and  Telegraph),  3534";  {Telegraphs 
and  Telephones),  3540,  3552,  3554,  3555 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  int.,  17S7;  ad.  ref..  187a 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  int.,  8836 
Taritf,  m.,  3210  : 

Cases,  q.,  2233 

Condensed  Milk,  q.,  2564;   recom.,  7453 
Discontent  in  Western  Australia,  q.,  2691 
Hat  Duties  :  Pairs,  m.,  6510 
Paper,  Duties  on,  q.,  6675 
Pianos:  Importatiorx,  q.,  7113 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 
Agricultural,  &&,   Machinery    and  Imple- 
ments, 6549,  6569,  6563 
Casks,  7135 
-imbs,  &c.,  7142 
ndensed  Milk,  ad.  ref.,  7453 


Mabon,  Hon.  H. — eentinued. 
Tariff  Resoluticms  (Customs) — cotUimmed. 
Directories,    Books,    &c.,    7190-1-5;  f.t., 
10736-8 

Electrical  Machinery,  cons,  req.,  1074D-1 
Furniture,  7002,  7020 
Hats,  Caps,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10590 
loiportations     for     Governor-General  and 

State  Governors,  7405 
Machines  and  Machinery,  6723-4 
Manufactures  of  Metal,  n.e.i.,  6747 
Motive  Power  Machinery.  &c.,  6670 
Nails,  6609 

Newspaper  Supplements,  7195,  739S-9 
Packages,  outside,  7347,  735^-4-5 
Paper,  Manufactures  of,  7177,  7183-5 
Paper,  &c.,  7196-8,  7202-5,  7312-4-5 
PuinogTapbs,  &c.,  7153-3 
Pianos,  733a,  7347,  7351-4-5 
Plates,  prepared,  7396 
Printers'  Material,  6115 
Printing  Inks,  7354-7,  7364-6 
Printing    Roller    Compositioo,    cons,  riq., 
10997 

State  Importations,  7431 
Sugar,  4650.  4758 
Timber,  cons,  req.,  11149 
Type,  Printers',  6753-5,  676S 
Wire  Gauze,  cons,  req.,  loSij 
Wool  Scouring  Machines,  6723-4 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Telegraph  and  Telephone  Service  : 
Black  Range  Telegrapd  Extension,  swffty, 
10163 

Country    Districts :     Telephones,  snf^T' 
10163 

Flat  and  Toll  Rates,  suffly^  3542,  3553, 
10162 

Sydney-Melbourne  Trunk  Telephone,  snffij, 

3540.  3552,  8841,  10163 
Telegraph  Communication  :  Western  Austra- 
lia, q..  2(21 
I'elegraph  Line  ;  North-West  Australia,  q., 

4412;  m..  7507 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  suffly,  3554-5 
Western  Australia  : 

Coastal  Trade,  suffly,  9996-7 ;  q.,  10784 
Industries,  Budget,  3217 
Survey  of  North-West  coast,  y.,  2450 
Women's  Work  Exhibition  Grant,  q..  17S*; 

t^fi^y-  >787.  "872:       »977;  "36; 

Maloney,  Mr.  W.,  Mftbourue  : 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  742,  12203 
All-night   Sittings :   Attendance  of  Members, 
q..  6024 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  tem. 
(power  of  Comptroller-Geoeral  to  qnestioD, 

&c.),  9231-4 
British  Patents  Act,  q.,  11157 
Butter  '  Export  :    Philippines,  g.,  6726 
Chairman  of  Committees,  m.,  315 
Cheap  Weekly  Trains :  Melbourne  and  Syd- 

Children,  ptovision   for,  at  Waitara  HomCr 

adj.,  12302 
Chinese,  InSux  of,  suffly,  9413 
Citizens'  Life  Assurance  Company,  t320O 
Commonwealth  Salaries/^ll,  a?;.  IU78 
Consumption  :  D^tdhBlitM^  tDmnlus,  adf.^ 

1682  ^ 
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Muloney,  Mr.  W.— continued.  ! 
Cooa,  Mr.,  expl.,  laigS 

Customs  Tarifi  Bill,  cons.  req.  O'ly  i*n<J 
chatf),  10539;  (matches),  10550;  (apparel 
and  attirej,  10562-4;  (woollen  piece  goods), 
10624-7;  [f.o.,  10627),  10028,  11527, 
11530-2-3;  (socks,  &c.),  10643-4;  (manufac- 
tures of  metal,  n.e.i.),  10694;  (rock  drills), 
10725-8;  (oils),  10822,  logiti,  10970,  1099a, 
11553;  (disinfectants,  &c.),  11003,  (f.o., 
iioii),  11566;  (furniture),  11014;  (paper), 
11087;  (timber),  11142;  (bicycles,  motors, 
&c.),  11174;  (curtains,  &c.),  11442;  (stained- 
glass  windows),  "578.  (See  Tarifi  Resolu- 
tions  (Customs)  ) 

Defence : 

Cadets  Clothing  and  Equipment,  q..  11793 

Crimea  Veterans,  j.,  6593 

King's  Regulations,  883 

Major's  Examination  :  Victoriao  Scottish 
Regiment,  ff.,  6232  ... 

Non-Commissioned  Officers:  Royal  Austra- 
lian Artillery,  q.i  11921 

Oath  of  Fidelity,  9299 

Shergold,  Compensation  to  Bombardier,  y., 

9955 

Disputed   Elections   and   Qualifications  Bill, 

cam.  (pending  petitions),  6381 
Electoral  Act : 

Postal  Votes,  suffly,  9772 
Federal  Capital,  ad).,  308 
Government,  position  of  the,  suffly.  10475 
Grain  Bags,  size  of,  adj.,  9734 
Immigration  :  Land  Question,  q.,  10179 
Impure  Foods,  Sale  of,  9764 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  BiU,  2R.,  11950 
Kingston,  Mr.,  death  of,  m..  11048 
London  Offices,  mffly,  1879 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m..  6126 
Mail  Steamers  :  Charges  for  Liquor,  2504 
Manufactures  Encouraijemcnt  Bill,  aR.,  6177 
Medical  Degrees,  Registration  of,  3.,  10574 
New  Hebrides,  suffly,  94>3 
Norfolk  Island,  q.,  9957 
Officers,  Services  of,  adj.,  12J02 
Old-aee  Pensions,  m.,  694;  tuffly,  9323;  adj., 

(0483.    (See  Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions 

Bill.) 

Old-age    Pensions    Appropriation    Bill,  3»., 

12097 

Olympian  Games,  q..  9388 
Opium   Smuggling  :    Deportation  of  Chinese, 
"5^5 

Paper,  Duties  on,  exfl.,  7185 
Papua;  Appointments,  q.,  495^;  Administra- 
tion, suffty,  9414 
Parliament  House  :  Lobbying,       6592;  exfl.» 

7^85  ^ 
Parliament  :  Reflections  on  Members,  Tan^t 

10992 ;  exfl.,  10998 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  com.  (amount 
of  allowance),  aooo,  2002;  new  clause  (re- 
turn of  increase  to  revenue),  aoia 
Patent  and  Proprietary  Medicines,  adj.,  885 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 
Administration,  suffly,  4857 
Carpenters,  adj.-,  3230 
Contract  PiMt  Offices^  q.,  9*92 
Deputy    Postmaster-General,    Victoria,  suf- 
fly, 4858 

Melbourne  General  Post  Office,  suf'fy,  3539 


baloney,  Mr.  W. — continued. 

Post  jnd  Telegraph  Department— ^^»I^J^werf. 

Registration  of   applicants  for  work,  Mel 
bourne,   q.,  10081 

Royal    Commission,   suffly,    10447,    '"475  i 
exfl.,  1 0481 

Saturday  Half-holiday,  8925 
Printing  dffice,  Melbourne,  casual  emoloy^s. 

q.,  7415;  adj.,  7538;  P*y  of  labourers,  q., 

11421 
Public  Service  : 

Arrears  of  Pay,  q-,  988 

Office  Cleaners,  suffly,  9876 
Quarantine  Bill,   com.   (general  definitions), 

iS4ai  (fumigation  of  vessels  to  destroy  ver- 
min), 1622;  eons,  amdls.,  8944 
Questions  without  notice,  10079 
Rabbit  Virus,  407 
Rat  Virus,  q.,  6675 
Repatriation  of  Australians,  j.,  928 
Shipping  Combine,  adj.,  3957 
State  Officers  :    Compensation  for  CommoD- 

wealth  Work,  suffly,  9733 
Statistics,  Printing  of,  suffly,  9878 
Supply  : 

Attorney-General  (Secretary's  Office),  9726; 

(High  Court),  9733 
External  Affairs  (Administrative),  9413 
Home    Affairs    {Electoral    Office),    9772 ; 

(Census  and  Statistics),  9876-8 
Works  and  Buildings  (Post  and  Telegraph), 

3529 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  ad.  ref.,  1879 
Tariff,  ad.  ref.,  745s  : 
Order  of  Consideration  of  Items,  m..  435s, 

4359 

Prohibitions,  ebs.,  741a 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  ; 

Apparel  and  Attire,  5629,  5630,  5631 ;  ad. 

ref.,  7455  ;  cons,  req.,  10562-4 
Bags,  &c.,  5646 
Belt  Butts,  7168 

Bicycles,    Motors,    &c,,    7279 ;    cons,  req., 
11174 

Confectionery,  5213.  5^.17.  S24*»  S^SS 
Corks,  7380 

Curtains,  &c.,  eops.  req.,  1144^ 
Disinfectants,  iv-c,  cons,  req.,   11003  (f.o.,. 

noil),  11566 
Feathers,  5635,  50^8 
Furniture,  cons.' req.,  11014 
Glucose,  4632 
Glue,  6952 

Hay  and  Chaff,  cons,  req.,  10539 
Importations  for  Govemor-Generel  and  State 

Governors,  7405 
Italian  Cloths,  5853 

Leather  and  Rublxr  Belting,  &c.,  7164-8 
Machines,  Machine  Tools,  &c.,  6745 
Manufactures  of  Metal,  n.e.i.,  ecns.  req., 
10694 

Matches,  eons,  req.,  10550 

Oils,  cons.  req..  10822,  10918,  10970,  1099a, 

"553 

Paper,  &c.,  7185,  7202-5,  7237,  7240-1 ;  com. 
req.,  11087 

Road  Rollers,  TracHon  Engines,  ftc,  66S7 
Rock  Drills,  eons,  req.,  10725-8 
Rubber  Manufactures,  71DO 
Scientific  Instruments,  7408 

Silk  Piece  Goods,  ^851 
Socks,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10643-4 
Stained-glass  Windows,  eons,  req.,  11578 
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Maloncy,  Mr.  W. — continued. 

TariS  Resolutions  (Customs) — <OfUinti€d. 
blODC  aod  Marble,  6961 
Sugar,  4758 

Timber,  7107;  com.  req..  11143 

'J  m  I'late,  61 17 

'I'obacco,  4223,  4299 

'I'ype,  Printers',  6766 

Velvets,  Plushei,  &c.,  5851-a 

Wiae,  4202 

W  ire  Netling,  4579 

WooUea  Piece  Goods,  5838,  5850;  tOHi.  ret.. 
10624-7-8,  11537,  iiS30-a-3 
\See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  KesolutioDt  (Excise) : 

Cigarettes,  4307,  4311,  43*3 
Telegraph  and  Telephone  Service : 
Long  Distance  Telephones :  privacy,  suffly, 
4858 

Shipping  information,  g.,  773,  928 
Telegraphists*  Overtime,  a688 
Telephone  Anomalies,  adj.,  9S5 
Telephone  Directories,  g.,  1516)  3586,  5911 
Women's    Work    Exhibition    Grant,  iuffty, 
1879 

NathiiTB,  Mr.  J.,  MdboHttte  Porta: 

AddresB-in-Reply,  233 
American  Fleet,  Visit  of,  g.,  11525 
Au^I^alian  Industries   Preservation  Bill,  aK., 

9033 

Jllotting  Paper:  Tenders,  g.,  stgaa 

llounties  Bill,  com.,  schedule  (rice),  1 190 ; 
({ireserved  fish),  1299 

Ilritish  Patents  Act,  g.,  9397 

Uuilt,'et,  3269 

Cusiom&  Adminiitration  : 
Horder  Stations,  suffly,  9984 
Officers'  Promotions,  suffly.  9985 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  com.  reg.  (mustard), 
10557  J  (apparel  and  attire),  10563 ;  (bags 
and  sacks),  10571-3;  (waddin|;s,  &c.},  10630; 
(socks,  &c.),  10650;  (electrical  and  gas 
meters),  107457;  (iron  pipes),  10750;  (oils), 
io((i4,  11552J  (timber),  11125;  (woo'l"  piece 
^ooiii>),  11533.  (-^^^  Tariff  Resolutions 
(Customs) ) 

Defence  ; 

Australian  Nav\,  address,  2^5;  Budgrl,  3271 

Bridles  and  Bits,  Tenders  for,  9389 

Cadet  System,  Budpet,  3270 

Commissions,  suffly,  10103 

Cordite,  Small  Arms,  and  Ammunition  Fac- 
tories, Budget,  3271 

Inspector  of  Ordnance  Machinery,  suffly^ 
10104 

I. and  Forces,  addrett,  235 

Naval  Agreement,  suffly,  360a 

Vftvai  Brieade,  Budpet.  3271 

Naval   Forces  :  Retiring  Age,  g.,  7116 

Rifle  Clubs.  Budget,  3271 

Williamstown  Naval  Depdt,  suffly,  10104 

\\'illiam<:(own  Rifie  Butts,     q.,  9581 
Klcrtoral  Rolls,  11258-9 
I'lstimates,  Additional,  suffly,  11398 
Kxcise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act,  q., 

5001) 

Federal  Capital,  address,  256;  q.,  10074 
'"".r:\in  Haj;-;,  size  of,  y.,  0767 
Immiyranls.    assisted  :     New    South  Wales, 
■i^/..  1126 

ioQ  Restriction  Act,  q.,  10483 


Mathews,  Mr.  J. — coniiuued. 
Invalid  and    Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  e«M.  (pet-  1 
sons  disqualified),  11972  I 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  AugusU  Railway,  Buigtt, 

Hail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6484 
Hanufpctnrers  Encouragement  Bill,  6271; 

cem.  (Schedule),  12178  I 
New  Protection,  suffly,  5695  | 
Northern  Territory,  Budget,  3272 
Old-age  Pensions,  address,  234;  suffly,  9341 

{See  Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill.) 
Fair,  exfl.,  1073a 

Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  aB.,  19S9 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 
Administration :   Victoria   and  Qaeenslud, 

suffly,  5696 
Country  Services,  suffly,  10233,  11399 
Deputy  Postmaster-General,  Victoria,  smfflj. 

4&49.  56516  ' 
Finance :    Works   and    Buildings,  suffly, 
10231 

Mail  Bags :  Victoria,  g.,  3509 
Officials  as  Setuming  Officers,  ai.,  717 
Pole  Dretsert,  suffly,  11398 
Stonv  Point  and  San  Remo  Mail  Contiact, 
suffly.  1 1 399 

Preferential  Trade,  addresst  334 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4890 

Public  Service  : 
Amendment  of  Act,  q.,  10310 
Boy  Labour,  Budget,  3270 
Commissioner,  suffly,  10232 
Increments,  Budget,  3270;  g.,  68ia 
Leave  of  Rifle  Match  Competitors,  suffly, 
5697 

Promotions,  suffly,  10232 

Public  Service  Bill,  2K.,  12061 

Quarantine  Bill,  com.  (inquiries  by  qaarao- 
tine  officer),  1733;  (vaccination  of  quaran- 
tined persons),  1738 

State  Imports,  Budget,  3279 

Supply  : 

Defence  (Central  Administration),  10103 

Postmaster-General    (Central   Staff),  10231; 
(Victoria),  11398 

Trade  and  Customs,  9984-5 

Works  and  Buildings  (Defence),  160a 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2K.,  11773 
Tariff,  m.,  3269;  ad.  ref.,  7455: 

Dicycles  and  Parts,  q.,  ,3588 

Goods  in  Transit,  q.,  17^ 

Old  and  New  Duties,  q.,  1747 

Prices,  increase  of,  g  ,  3792 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Agricultural,   &c..   Machinery   and  Imple- 
ments, 6562 

Air  Compressors,  6718 

Apparel  and  Attire,  5608;  eons,  req.,  10563 

Bags,  &c.,  eons,  reg.^  10571.3 

Boats,  &c.,  7360 

Bottles,  6941 

Candles,  4890,  4<)5i 

Canvas  and  Duck,  (030 

Directories,  ftc,  7189 

Disinfectants,  Sheep  Washes,  &c.,  6978 

Electrical    and    Gas    Meters,    eous.  rtg., 

10745-7 
Fire  Extinguishers,  6112 
Firebricks,'  6910 

Fishing  Nets,  7375       ^  . 
Furniture,  7020     ,/ecl  by  LiOOQIC 
Glass,  &c.,  6913  O 
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Mathews,  Mr.  ]. — continued. 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — eontinuea. 
Hats,  Caps,  &c.,  507a  ^  „ 

IncandescCDt  Filament  LampSf  &C.,  68o9-xo 
Iron  pipes,  effns.  req.,  10750 
.    lUlian  Cloths,  S^S^-» 
Liquorice,  5360 
Locks,  61 14 

Machinery  and  Parts,  6108,  6111 

Machines  and  Machmery,  6718 

Manures,  7362,  7372;  ad.  ref.,  7455 

Milk,  condensed,  &c.,  5517 

Mining  Engines,  6795,  0798 

Motive  Power  Machinery,  ftc,  6661 

Mustard,  eons,  req.,  10557 

Oils,  6864,  6873;  cons,  req.,  10914,  11553 

Paints  and  Colours,  688a 

Paper,  &c.,  7179,  7301,  7216-8,  7238 

Quilts,  &c.,  5741 

Koad  Rollers,  Traction  Engines,  &c.,  6681 

Rock  Drills,  6798 

Rubber  Manufactures,  7163-3 

Soap,  5544  , 
Socks,  Ac,  cons,  req.,  10650 
Stearine,  Paraffine  Wax,  &c.,  5152 
Stone  and  Marble,  6964 

Stoves,  6044 
Tea,  5464 

Timber,  7107-8;  cons,  req.,  11125 
Tobacco.  4236,  42S8 
Varnishes,  &c.,  6893 
Waddings,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  10630 
Wire  Netting,  4<i7o 

Woollen  Piccr  Gogds.  cons,  req.,  11533 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Tariff  Revision,  address,  233 
Trawler  :  Tenders  for  construction,  1751 
Western  Australia  ;  Proposed  New  State,  q., 

"743 


Mail 


Wander,  Hon.  B.,  itarPiyrtiong  : 

Australia,  map  of,  adj.,  648;  q.,  1056 
Australian  Press  Association  :  Visit  of  British 

Delegates,  j.,  7117 
Budget  Debate,  Close  of,  f.o..  1206 
Child  Mortalitv.  New  South  Walei.  ^  ,  apo8 
Customs  Tariff   Bill,   eons.   req.    (hats,  caps, 
&c.),    10583     {See  Tariff  Resolutions  (Cus- 
toms) ) 

Deputations,  statements  to,  q.,  12152 
East  Sydney  Electors,  Speech  Regarding, 
8818 

Eastern   Extension  Telegraph  Companx, 
1078S,  10967,  11707,  11931,  12153;  ^ffiy' 
12185 

Electoral  Administration ; 

Amalgamation  of  Commonwealth  and  State 

Departments,  q.,  3301 
Postal  Votes,  a.,  1181,  1866;  suffly,  2903 
Printing  of  Electoral  Rolls,  q.,  1596 
Public  Officials  as  Returning  Officers,  m., 

714,  718 

Queensland    Elections,    q.,    1866;  suffly, 
3903 

Electricon,  The,  q.,  10787 
Estimates,  Additional,  suffly,  11408 
Estimates:  Military  and  Lighthouse  Engineers, 

?•»  2793 

Freeman  and  Wallace  :  Correspondence,  suf' 
fly,  10221,  11335;  9-'  "627,  11704 

Freight  Charges :  London  to  Fremantle,  q., 
342a 


Mauger,  Hon.  S. — eontintici 

Insurance  :  Gbveinment  Property,  q.,  6834 
Mails : 

Country  Services,  suffly,  10198 
Delivery  of  English  Mails,  9843 
Differentiation    against    Unionists  o 

Steamers,  q.,  4623 
Imperial  Government  Contract,  q..  3973 
Japanese  Steamers  :  Payments,  j.,  9585 
Magnet  Service,  q.,  10463 
Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  q.,   1517,  3313, 

28(»oj  suffly,  3903;  q.,  2964,  4086,  5783, 

702;,  8817,  938(j,  9766,  984a,  10786,  1J154 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  q.,  6129,  6229;  m., 

6^89,  6497;  ?■>  8817;  freight  subsidy,  suf' 

fly,  1 01 98 

New  Zealand    and    Tasmania  Contract,  q., 
6131 

Nortb-West  Coast,  q.,  2690 
Protection  from  Fire,  q.,  11158 
Queensland  :  s.s.  Bingera,  q.,  10463 

Railway  carriage,  q., 

Tasmanian,  q.,  1974,  sgqS,  6673,  7350,  11791 
Victoria  and  Tasmania  Contract,  q.,  6131 ; 

adj.,  6054;  q.,  6524,  10134,  10875,  >*4>9i 

11917 

WVstem  Australia  :  Employment  of  Asiatics, 
0844 

Maitland  Coal  Miners,  q.,  8812 
Meteorological  Department,  q.,  976,  1056 
Murwillumbah  Fire:  Post  Office  Officials, 
3420 

Parliament,  Criticisms  on,  q.,  11522 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 
Accounts,  suffJy,  10139,  10196 
Administration  :  Age  criticism,  1516;  Sccre* 

tary's  Opinion,  q.,  9092 
Cabinet  Committee  of  Inquiry  :  Secretary, 
'q.,  9764;  scope  of  inquiry,  suffly,  1014O; 
q.,  10177J  suffly,  10199,  10416;  q.,  10464, 
10879,   11096;   Report,   q.,  11525 
Complaints,  Remedymg  of,  q.,  8936;  suffly, 

10139,  10419 
Confusion,  Alleged,  q.,  12155 
Decentralization :  Powers  of  Deputy  Post- 
masters-General, suffly,  10143,  to^so 
Delays    in    answering    correspondence,  q., 

3793;  od;.,  3362;  q.,  7300 
Electoral  and  Savings  Bank  Work,  suffly, 
10418 

Employes,  q.,  4649,  4843,  5130.  5692;  suf- 
fly, 4864,  5703;  q.,  5803,  6814,  8hj6-7, 
9474 

Expenditure  on  Public  Works,   m.,   7508 ; 
suffly,    10140,    10195,    10422;   q.,  11525, 
11625-6,  12042 
Fidelity  Guarantees,  suffly,  10418 
Furlough  :     Postmistress,  Portarlington,  q., 

Liiibon  Conference,  q.,  12154 
Officers'    Leave   of    Absence    for  Miiitury 

Training,  q.,  9481,  10079,  *o'3i 
Oxenham,  Mr.,  pnnnotion  of,  suffly,  10234 
■     Reclassification  of  Officials,  q.,  10875,  »'j6o, 
■H70S 

Registration   of  applicants   for  work,  Mel- 
bourne, q.,  ioo8t 
Reports,  Delay  of,  q.,  8936 
Revenue  and  Expenditure,  q.,  4649;  suffly, 

10141,  10195 
Royal  Commission,  suffly,  10416 
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Uaugei,  Hon.  S. — eantinued. 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department — continued. 
South  Australia :  Supplies,  q.,  6728 
Statulorv  Day's  Work,  q.,  8937 
St.  Patrick's  day,  leave,  q.,  9093 
Sunday  Work,  q.,  10134 ;  mffly,  1024S; 

11016,  11708,  13155 
Sweating,  alleged,  q.,  8936 
Temporary  and  Permanent  Hands,  q.,  8936- 

7,  9474;  supfly,  10143,  io'97i  i04»7J  9-' 
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Post  and  Telegraph  Offices  : 
lltrriyan  Post  Office,  q.,  12153 
Brunswick  Post  Office,        2996;  oti/.,  3231 
Cobar  Post  Office,  adj.,  4646 
Glenferrie  Post  Office,  q.,  7297 
Ooodwood  Post  Office,  q.,  11260  , 
}erilderie  Post  Office,  q.,  12153 
Katoomba  Post  Office,  q.,  12153 
Linda  Post,  Telegraph,  and  Money  Order 

Office,  q.,  6416 
Liihgow  Post  Office,  q.,  6099,  12153 
Lockhart  Post  Office,  q.,  12153 
Melbourne    General     Post    Office,  tufflyt 
3530 

Northam  Post  Office,  iuffly,  3536 
Penola  Post  Office,  q.,  3175,  6505 
Port  Elliot  Post  Office,  q.,  1089 
Port  Pirie  Post  Office,  p.,  8938,  9299,  10575 
Vnley  Post  Office,  54^7 
Urana  Post  Office,  q.,  r2i53 
Postal  Service  : 
Allowance  Post  Offices,  suffiy,  4866,  10175 
Allowance     to     Railway  Station-masters, 

Queensland,  q.,  9955,  10136 
Uacctius  Marsh  Post  Office  Staff,  q.,  5601, 

Itoy  Labour  :  Sliepparton,  q.,  1413 
Broken    Shifts  :     Mail    Branch :  Svdney 

General  Post  Office,  q.,  6896 
(,'airns  Post  Office  :  Sweating,  suf-ply,  ^704 
ClKLrwoman,  Melbourne  General  Post  Omce, 

2235 

Clarke,  Mrs.,  compensation    to,    q. ,  3423, 
8938 

Classification   of    Post   Offices,  10178, 

11791,  11917,  1204a 
Cl.ii'sificrition  of  Postal  Officials,  a^, 

2890,  10875,  11260,  11708 
Contract  Post  Offices,  j.,  9193 
( 'ontract  System  :   Boy  Letter -Carriers,  q., 

3854..  3973  ,„ 
t  onveniences,  Western  Australia,  f.,  1595 

Country  Districts:  Facilities,  m.,  7508;  , 

(jIOO 

<  ountry  Post  Offices  :  Sweating,  y,,  5329 

Cue:  Postmaster,  q.,  6406 

Deniliquin  Post  Office,  overtime,  q,,  2795, 

Dcnutv   Postmaster-General,   Victoria,  suf- 

py^'  4865 

D'strict  Inspector,  New   South  Wales,  q., 
0193 

Miirly  Closing  of  Post  Offices,  tuffiy,  5703 

I'.xtcnsions,  q.,  8938 

Itamilton  Office  Slaff,  q.,  3423,  3974 

!'  irt,  Mr.  Bruce,  q.,  3793 

I  Irlmets,  Chinese,  for  Postal  Officials,  q., 

6593*  6675-6 
l  i'luiry  Fee,  q.,  9476,  9766 
Inspectors,  adj.,  336a;  y.,  3854,  3973,  9193; 

sup^y,  10349 
International  Reply  Coupons,  5908 


Mauger,  Hon.  S.— continued. 
Postal  Service — continued. 
Junee  and  Narandera  Offices ;  Underaian- 

ningi  S'f  5692,  6406 
Laanceston  Postal  Officials,  q..  5328 

Letter  Carriers  :  PromotioB  as  Sorten,  f.. 

1 1526,  1 1708 
Letter    delivery   by   telegraph  messengers, 
ii8i,  397a 

McDonnell,  Mrs.,  Compensation  to,  q.,  3612 

Mai  I  bags  :  Victoria,  q.,  350*1 

Mail  Motor   Cars,   g.,   4086,   9477,  9842, 

II 526,  11791 
Mail  vans,  lighting  of,  j.,  1158 
Melbourne  General  Post  Office  Condittons, 

supply.  4865;  q.,  892? 
Morce  Post  Office  Staff,  q.,  8936 
Newspaper  Postage,  q.,  7027 
New   South   Wales :   Additional  Employit, 

q.,  4649,  4843;  supfly,  4S64:  q.,  5803 
Newspaper  Advertisements,  q.,  3269 
Non-delivery  of   Letters :    Eaglehawk,  f., 

9476.  9766 
North-west  Coast  Service,  q.,  2690 
Overtime.        2313,  2651,  2795,  3733,  3854, 

3973.  4049»  54>6.  5692.  7'7«.  74»7.  8937; 
tupply,  10145 

Packets  :  Postage  on,  suffiy^  5704 

Parcels:  Delivery  by  Contractors,  q.,  11424, 

11628,  11794 
Parcels  Post  Offices,  q.,  7027 
Payment  of  Mail  Contractors,  0.,  3313,  5530 
Penny  Postage  Radius :  New  South  Wafet, 

supply,  10349 
Permanent  Hands,  New  South  Wales,  f., 

8937.  9474 
Pilbarra  Gold  Field,  q.,  2124 
Postal   Orders  and   Notes :     Charges,  9., 

"9^7 

Frobibition  of  Correspondence,  g.,  13043  • 
Bookmakers',  q.,  4958,  5691 
Lottery  Promoters',  q.,  10785 
Medical,   q.,    1751,   6025,   6422;  supply, 
10221;   q.,   10787;  supply,   11335;  g-» 
1 1627 

New    Zealand  Government's  action, 
5783,  6025,  6422 

Protection  of  Mails  from  Fire,  q.,  11158 
Queensland  Elections  :   Non-delivery  of  re- 

gistered  letter,  q.,  9193 
Railway  Mail  Charges,  q.,  4200 
Semi-Oifficial  Post  Offices,  supply,  4S67 ;  q., 

9193;  supply,  10175 
Stamps,   DcsiRns    for    Commonwealth,  q., 

4958,  5908,  6677,  8818;  supply,  1024^ 
Stanley,  Tasmania,  q.,  10134 
Sydney    General    Post    Office  :  Incremcois. 

q.,   2794;   "Sweating,"  q.,   3422-3,  81)36, 

10310;  Overtime,  q.,  4649;  supply,  4SG4; 

9;  S4>6,  5692.  7»7i.  7417 
Tasmania,  adj.,  3346 

Tasmanian  Mails,  q.,  1974,  3998,  6131 ;  adj., 
6504;  q.,  6524,  6673,  >»4»9i  »»79».  »i9i7 
Temporary    Employes,    New    South  Wales. 

q.,  6814,  8936-7,  9474,  iiidi 
Temporary  Letter  Carriers  :   Western  Aus- 
tralia, q.,  6676 
Trundle  Mail  Service,  q.,  4411 
Woolongong  Letter  Box,  g.,  10043 
Zeehan  Post  Office:  Alleged  Sweating,  q., 

Postmastei-GeneraiP^itiz^SgGoOgle 
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Uauger,  Hon.  S. — continued. 
Piintingj  Tenders  for  GoverDiaent,  4310, 

44"-3 

Public  Service  : 
Age  Retirements, .  j.,  9475;  suffly,  10176, 
10S48 

Allowances,  Western  Australia,  q^,,  405,  504; 

North  Queendaad,  q.^  goto 
Amendment  of  Act,  q.,  3854;  tuffly,  4865, 

ro248,  10430 
Applications  for  Promotifms :  lleports,  ra/* 

fly.  10175 

Blakney.  case  of  Mr.  E.  A.,  q.,  8818.  0476 
Casual  Employis'  Wages,  supply,  486*) 
Civil  Rights,  supply,  10174 
Clerical   DiTision :    Promotions,    g.,  464S1 
484a 

C^ommissioner,   supply,   10248,  10430; 
13153 

'Customs,  New  South  Wales,  laSi 
Employes'   Organizations,    Svdnev,  supply, 
4864 

Employes*  Unions:  Officials,  g.,  8925,  9953 

Examination  Fapers,  q„  13151 

Hart,  Mr.  Bruce,  f.,  3793 

Inspectors,  supply,  4866 

Instrument  Fitters,  g.,  11158-83 

Isolated  Districts  :  Railway  Concessions,  sup' 

ply,  10175 
Leave,  Sick  and  Recreation,  q.,  10130 
Line  I^atrers,  Dismissed,  q.,  12153 
Long  Service  Furloughs,  q.,  9479 
Military  Leave  of  Absence,  q.,  9481.  10079. 

10131 

Pole  Dressers,  adj.,  3231 ;  supply,  10250 
Promotio.is,    Postal    Department  :  Queens- 
land, q.,  5340;  Tasmania,  g.,  7038 
Retirement  of  Officer,  q.,  8814 
Retiring  Allowances,  q.,  13043 
South  Ausfralian  Association,  q.,  iiqig 
Temporary  Employes:   Holidays,  g.,  7169, 

Transferred  Officers'  Rights,  supply,  4864 
Questions,     Minister's    answers    to,  supply. 
3904 

Statistics,  q.,  4309 
Supply  : 

Postmaster-General    (Central    SlafT),  10139, 

10174-6,  1019^,  10331,  10334,  10248,  10350 
Works  and  i{u)Idings  (Post  and  Telegraph), 
3461,  3530,  3536;  (Telegraphs  and  Tele 
phones),  3461,  3555;  (Home  Affairs),  11408 
Supplv  Bill  (No.  1)  19138-9,  2R.,  12185 
Tariff:  Hat-making  Industry,  exfi.,  6812 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  ; 

Hats,  caps,  Slc,  cons,  req.,  10582 
Lamps,  603Q 

Medicinal  I' reparations,  6997 
State  Importations,  7430 

iSec  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Telegraph  and  Telephone  Service  : 
Balmain  Telephone  E-tchange,  supply,  3530 
Barwon  Heads  Telephone  Bureau,  q.,  11636 
Bathurst  Exchange,  telephone  charges,  q.. 

1090 

Brimpaen-Horsham    Telephone    Line,  q., 
10526 

Cable  to  Tasmania,  q.,  68tt,  8939,  10963, 

11526,  11707;  supply,  13185 
Cable  Codes :  Lisbon  Conference,  q.,  13154 
Conveniences,  Western  Australia  and  Queens- 
land, q.,  1595 


Mauger,  Hon.  S. — continued. 
Telegraph  and  Telephone  Service — continued. 
Copper  Wire  and  Telephones  :  Manufacture 

by  Govcrnmei4,  q.,  35S6 
Country  Telephone  Facilities,  q.,  9300,  10464 
Cypher  Telegrams  ;  Queensland,  q.,  1868 
Delayed  Telegrams,  q.,  4748,  8814,  8935 
Essendon  to  Keilor  Telephone  Service, 

9954.  io>35 
Extensions,  q.,  8438 
Galvanized  Iron  Wire,  g.,  6035 
Goroke- Mini  may  Telephone,  q.,  11794 
Guarantees:  Country  Telephones,  q.,  3589; 

tupfiy,  10140;  q,,  12043 
Hog  Bay,  Kingston,  Lucindale,  Mount  Gam- 
bler, and  Narxacoorte :   Telephone  con- 
nexions, f.,  1976,  3174,  6431 
Hotel  Telephone  Facilities,  supply,  3520 
Instrument  Fitters,  q.,  11158-83 
Insulators,  q..  2890,  3853,  5911,  iiiSi 
Inter-Statc    Telegraph    Communicaiiou,  q., 
5309 

Kerang  Telephone  Service,  q.,  10963 

Lineman's  hours,  q.,  931(9,  9480 

Maitland    West    and    Sydney  Telephone, 

q.,  3690,  2793,  474g,  5803 
Metallic  Circuits  and  Tunnels :  Telephone 

Wires,  g.,  6726 
Newcastle  Telephone  Service,  q.,  6ja6,  7169; 

Switchboard,  q.,  11531 
Norwood  and  Unley  Exchanges,  q.,  1090, 

5530 

Poles  i  Painting,  q.,  9479,  Ii6a8 

Port  Davey  :  Telephone  Communication,  q., 

6129,  6505 

Queensland  :    Telegraphic  Communication, 

8813,  8^5,  0089 
Queensland  Telegraphists,  q.,  9300,  9474 
South  Yaria  Exchange,  supply,  31^09 
Sydney- Brisbane  Telegraph,  q..  6677,  90S9 
Sydney-Melbourne     Telephone,     q.,  5802, 

6675,  6736,  6806,  7417,  II179,  11794 
Sydney  Telephone  Switchboard,  q.,  5309 
Sydney-Wolloogong  Trunk  Telephone,  q., 

7249,  8929 

Telegrams,  Errors  in,  q.,  10874 

Telegraph    Communication ;  Western  Aus* 
tralia,  q.,  2121 

Telegraph  Construction :  Payment  of  Con- 
tractors, q.,  6035 

Telegraph  Forms,  11704 
■  Telegraph  Line,  North-West  Australia,  q., 
44" 

Telegraph     Messages     for  Transmission 

abroad,  q.,  9389 
Telegraphic    Delays:    Brisbane,    q.,  4647; 

New  South  Wales,  q.,  532S,  6025,  71 17. 

7250,  10874,  11626;  Melbourne,  g.,  10874 
Telegraphic  Money  Orders  :  Mangana,  g., 

?»73 

Telegraphists'    Military    Leave,  9481, 

10079,  •or3i 
Telegraphists'  Overtime,  q.,  2688,  6422,  7117 
Telegraphists'   Pay  for  Sunday  Work,  q., 

10134;  supply,   10248;  q..   1 1016,  11708, 

13155 

Telegraphists :  Sydney  General  Post  Office, 

g..  Wid.  7117.  10080,  10135 
Telegraphists'  Promotion,  q.,  5804 
Telephone  Administration,  g.,  5130,  7396 
Telephone   Attendants  :    New   South  Wales 

Elections,  1866 
Telephone  Attendants'  Ornaments,  q,,  10177 
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Mauger,  Hon.  S. — continued. 

Telegraph  and  Telephone  Service — continued. 
Telepbone  Bureaus,  j.,  7460,  10178,  1170S, 
11917 

Telephone  Cabinets,  4309 

Telephone  Charges :  g.,  Batburst,  N(»rwoodt 
Unley,  ioqo;  Richmond,  Abbotaford^ 
Hawthorn,  2348 

Telephone  Directories,  g.,  1516,  3586,  4412. 
9399 ;  Advertisements,  g.,  5911 ;  Supple- 
mentary Lists,  g.,  11743-4 

Telephone  Exchanges,  supfty,  3461 

Telephone  Guarantees,  g.,  4749 

Telephone  Line  Kepairers,  q.,  12152 

Telephone  Numbers,  q.,  3334 

Telephone  Rates  :  Differential  Charges,  g.. 
6726;  mileage,  q.,  6726 

Telephone  Service :  Hetbouroe  FirC)  q., 
6835.  7464 

Telephones :  Notice  of  Dtscontlnuance,  q., 

9954 

Telepnones,  Supply  of,  7464 

Toll  System^  suffly,  10249 

Typewriting    Machines    tor  Telegraphists, 

q..  5521,  c;gii 
Undergrounding  of  Wires,  q.,  10131 ;  suffiy, 

toigo 

Victori.in  Telegraphs  Staff,  q.,  4519,  4843 

Wireless  Telegrapny.  ^-i  330i :  "*t^y*  355S! 
J.,  4311,  6505,  I1918,  13154 

Zeehao  Telegraph  Ronte,  <;309 
Trawler,  Tem'ers  for  Construction,  q.,  3301 
Voting  Mi'chines,  q.,  2890 
Wangaratta  Train  Service,  q.,  11154 
Warnint;  Lighl,  Sydney  GenernI  Post  Office, 

q.,  2890;  suffiy,  2903,  9880 
Year-Book,  Commonwealth,  g.,  44ra 

McCoU,  Senator  Hon.  J.  'H..,Viciofia : 

Adjournments,  Special  :  Women's  Work  Ex- 
hibition, 4894;  Tuesday  Sittings,  m., 
7788 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill,  an., 

3843;  com.  (Treasury),  4058;  3«-'  4*45 
Australian  Industries  Preservation   Bill,  3R., 

4514;  ad.  ref.,  5182 
Bounties  Bill,  2a.,  2301,2765;  com.  (regula- 
tions), 2852,  2861 ;   First  Schedule  (Rice), 

3473-4-  3487  J  (fish),  4263 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  com.  (taxation 

by  States),  956,  1045 
Constitution     Alteration     (Senate  Elections) 

Act,  q..  9237 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  2B..7587;  Schedule  : 

Agricultural,   &c..    Machinery   and  Imple- 
ments, 8576 

Ammonia,  sc.,  9241-3 

Apparel  and  Attire,  8210 

Artificial  Plants,  &c.,  8352 

Biscuits,  7673 

Blankets,  &c.,  8256 

Coffee,  7775 

Cosies,  &c.,  8281 

Curtains,  &c.,  8287 

Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  9060 

Explosives,  9927-9 

Fire  Brigade  Appliances,  9940 

Fish,  7785,  7797,  7806 

Fruits,  Dried,  7816 

Furniture,  9361 

Galvanized  Iron,  fte-,  8567 

Gloves,  8293-4 


McCoIl,  Senator  Hon.  J.  H. — eotaimued. 
Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule)— rtfiirimvf^. 
Graphite,  ftc,  8371 
Hats,  &c.,  8323 
Hay  and  Chaff,  7941 
Hops,  7949 
Infants*  Food,  8063 
Insecticides,  Sheep  Washes,  ftc,  9292 
Liquorice,  7755 

Locomotives,  Traction  Engines,  ftc.,  S661-4 
Machines,  n.e.i.,  and  Machine  Tools,  8-01- 

4-9.  8710,  [f.o.,  8714),  8718 
Manures,  991 1 

Matches,  7982,  7990;  cons,  req.,  1086- 
Mitk,  8021 

Mine  Ventilating  Fans,  86S2 

Motive  Power  Machinery,  8626-7 

Nuts,  8036  ' 

Oilmen's  Stores,  8044-9,  8054-S 

Oils,  8389,  8425,  8444-7 

Paints,  8455,  8468 

Paper,  &c.,  976a,  9797 

Parasols,  Ac,  8325 

Patterns,  Paper,  9810 

Perfumery,  9296 

Piece  Goods,  8162-9,  8176,  8t88 

Plough   Mould   Boards,  8580 

Poles,  Bent,  9643 

Rails,  &c.,  9063,  9071 
Roasting  Dishes,  &c.,  8482 
Rock  Drills,  8791 
Rubber  Manufactures,  n.e.i.,  9671-2 
Socks,  Sic,  8334-5-8^,  8346 
Tallow,  &c.,  838a 
Tanks,  8613 
Tents,  &c.,  8347 
Tool  Handles,  ftc,  9636 
Trimmings,  Sec,  8348 
Waddings,  &c.,  8331 
Wicker,  &c.,  9565 
Wine,  Sparkling,  7628 
Wire  Netting,  9164 
Wood,  Articles  of   n,e.i.,  oeyS 
Defence:  " 
Kerang  Rifle  Range,  q.,  8424 
Dissent  from  Ruling :  Stage  for  moving  le- 
quest  on  item   (Customs  Tariff  Bill),  ■».. 
8714 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  com.,  new  clauses  (ex- 
clusion of  lawyers)  S127,  5128;  (protcjlion 
of  witnesses),  5r2q,  ^193 

Financial  relations,  Commonwealth  and  Stales. 

3843 

Fraaer,  Senator,  Leave  of  Absence,  m.,  5370 
Income  Tax  :  Victoria,  m..  127s.  1270 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  aR.  12025 
Tudiciary  Bill,  211.,  861 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  aR.,  1361;  com.  (power  to  make  sur- 
vey), 1497,  1506 

Labour  Party,  luffly,  3845 

London  Offices,  suffiy,  384^,  414^ 

Old-age  Pensions,  suffiy,  3844.  '{See  Invalid 
and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill.) 

Parliament  House :  Entertabment  of  Strang- 
ers, q.,  6058 

Parliamentary    Allowances    Bill,    aa.,    2105  j 
com.     (amount    of    allowance),    21 18; 
2187;  exft.,  2193 

Prayers   in   Parliament,   exfl.,   ^-j^;  adj.. 
Printing  Office,  suffiy,  4058  O 
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McColl,  Seoator  Hon.  J.  H. — continued. 
Privilege :  Select  Committee  upon  Procedure, 

m.,  10009-13 
Quarantine  Bill,  WL,   5^90;     com.  (arrange- 

mcDts    with    State    Goverameaia  :  stations, 
5303-6 ;   (powers  of  Commonwealth), 

54?S>  5^7t  5986)  (examination  of  imported 

uiimafs},  6003,  6066;  {General  Definitions), 

6236 
Tariff,  i6&( 

Tobiicco  Combme  :  Tariff,  adj.,  2046 

lEoDonald,  Hon.  C,  Kznntdy: 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  2027 
Australia,  map  of,  f.,  1056 
Australian  Industries   Preservation  Bill,  3K., 
9593 

Bounties  Bill,  f.e.,  1314 

Business,    Precedence    of     Govemoient,  wi., 

280a;  Conduct  of,  q.,  5520;  suffty,  6286 
Chairman  of  Committees,  obs.,  317 
Christmas  Adjournment,  6729 
ClODCurry  Post  Otbce,  suffly,  3424 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  2B.,  3S79 
Copper   Wire   and   Telephones :  Manufacture 

by  (.lovemment,  j,,  3586 
Disputed    Elections    and    Qualifications  Bill. 

q..  6098 

Dissent    from    Ruling :    Constitutionality  of 

amendment  (Bounties  Bill),  1314 
Electoral  Rolls,  11258 
Excise  Tariff  Acts,  suffly.  57";  6096 
Federal  Capital,  suffiy,  1869 
Government,  Position  of  the,  suffly,  10454 

Court    Cases :    Commonwealth  Coats, 
"742 

}Iouse,  Rights  of,  m.,  11425,  11437 
Immigration:  Contract,  q.,  3423;  suffly,  3435 
Industrial  Legislation  :  Transfer  to  Common- 
wealth, q.,  6096 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey, 
q..  9093 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  adj.,  246;  m,,  6128 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2II.,  6171 
New  Protection,  suffly,  5^12 
Old-age  Pensions,  suffly,  9343,  9351 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 
Annual  RepOTt,  suffly,  4861) 
Employes  at  Remote  Stations,  suffly,  4870 
Increase  of  StalT,  sufply,  4860 
Ministerial  Statement,  f.o.,  11630 
Royal  Commission,  suffly,  10454 
Officials  as  Returning  Officers,  m.,  708 
Printing  Committee,  m.,  771,  2220 
Privilege  :  Select  Commitlee  u(>on  Procedure, 
loiaq 

Queensland  Elections:  Postal  votes,  q.,  1866; 

suffly,  sSqi 
Questions  without  notice,  q.,  ii744<  12041 
Session,  Close  of  the,  q.,  11525-6 
Shipping  Combine,  adj.,  3930 
States  Debts :    New  South  Wales  Loan,  q., 

9764 
Suear  Industry  : 

Contract    Immtgrnnts,    q.,    3423 ;  suffly, 

:i425 

Shortage  of  Labour,  alleged,  suffly,  3425 

Supply  : 

Works  and  BuildinRS  (Post  and  Telegraph), 

Supply  Rill  (No.  2),  ad.  ref.,  1869 
Supply  Bill  (No.  a\.  2R.,  6286 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  an.,  11857 


McDonald,  lion.  C. — coniinued, 

TariS,  q.,  1715.6,  ad.  ref.,  7455 
Commission's  Reports,^.,  1715 
Debates,  concluston  of,  11052 
Exemption  of  Machinery,  iuffly,  4870 
Magazines,  g.,  2312 

Telephone  Facilities  :  Queensland,  1595 

Telephone  Subscribers :  Pimting  of  Sup* 
plementary  Lists,  q.,  11744 

Year-Boek,  Commouwealth,  q.,  441a 

See  Cbauuum  of  CouiamBS  (Sobjicts). 

MoDougall,  Hp.  J.  K.,  Wamton . 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  com., 
(Power  of  Comptroller-General  to  question, 

&c.),  9232.5 
Bounties  Bill,  com..  Schedule  (preserved  fish), 

1308,  1309 
Dates:   Importation,  g.,  11390 
Defence : 

Country  Rifle  Clubs,  ff.,  11158 

Militia  Garrison  Artillery,  Western  District, 
Victoria,  q.,  10464 
German  Navy:  South  Seas,  q.,  11628 
HiiTvesters,  nrice  of,  q.,  9767,  12155 
Immigration  :  Land  in  Victoria,  q.,  10179 
Iron  Industry  :  Japanese,  q.,  6593 
Iron  Ore :  Exportation,  6407 
Jam  Manufacturers'  Combine,  q.,  9956,  10576, 

10970,  11329 
Manures :    Alleged  Combine,  q.,  7417,  11055 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 

Brnnpaen-Horsham    Telephone    Line,  g., 
10526 

Employ<s,  y.,  5130 

Galvanized  Inm  Wire,  f.,  6025 

Goroke-Minimay  Telephone,  g.,  11794 

Hamilton  Post  Office  Staff,  g.,  3423 

Insulators,  q.,  2890 

Poles,  Paintcig  of,  g.,  9479,  11628 

Revenue,  q.,  4649 

Sydney- Melbourne    Telephone,    g.,  6896, 
7417,  11794 

Preferential     Tariff :     Foreign    Goods,  f 

11056 

Standard  Oil  Trust,  g.,  12044 

Sunshine  Harvester  Works :  Dismissal  of  Em- 

ployi,  q.,  7463 
Transferred  Officers  :   Pensions,  j.,  9480 
Wheat :  Reimportation  of,  g.,  5600,  6099 

MoOntfor,  Sanator  Hon.  O.,  South  Aua- 
tralia: 

Additional  Appropriation  Bill  1907-8,  com.. 
Schedule:  Home  Affairs,  (Electoral  Office), 
11619 

Adjournment,  Special,  jr.,  6416,  7787,  10962, 
II 322 

Advertising  Australia :  Cable  Messages,  f ., 
6407 

American  Fleet,  visit  of,  q.,  11468 
Appropriation   Bill,   com.,    The  Parliament, 

10289;   External   Affairs :  (Administrative), 

10291 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill. 
cnm.,  (Defence),  4017;  (Telegraphs  and 
Telephones),  4051 ;  ( Externa  I  Affairs).  4082 

Australian  Industries  P reservation  Bill,  2B., 
4608:  eem.  (power  of  Comptroller-General 
to  qupstion.  Ac),  C018,  i;o86:  ad.  ref.,  ^113 

2306 
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UcGregor,  Senator  Hon.  G.— continued. 

Bounties  Bill,  com..  First  Schedule  (cotton), 
3068;  (jute),  3159;  (mohair),  3385;  (coffee), 
3718;  (tobacco),  3727  l^.f., 4164), 4250;  (wool 
tops),  4389;  recom..  First  Schedulp  {to- 
bacco), 4S99 
Business,  order  of,  m.,  34;  conduct  of,  adj., 
486,  586,  7564 ;  suffly,  5879 ;  slate  of,  adj., 
1713 

Coal  Combine,  adj.^  3702 
Commonweatth  Mail  Steamersj  m.,  5406 

Commonwealth   Salaries  Bill,  com.  (taxation 

by  States),  957,  1044,  1052 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  3A.,  7583;  com.,  despatch 
of    business,    obs..,    9190 ;    m.s.o.^    10835 ; 
recom.,  11687;  Schedule,  {f.o.,  7624)  : 

Agricultural,   &c.,   Machinery   and  Imple- 
ments, 8574-5 

Ammonia,  &c.,  9241  9247,  9251),  9277 

Artificial  Plants,  &c.,  8352 

Biscuits,  7683 

Blacks,  &c.,  8475 

Blankets,  &c.,  8246^ 

Blue,  7690^ 

Bottles,  8498 

Carbide  of  Calcium,  9261 
Carpets,  &c.,  8267 
Chalfcutters,  &c.,  8581 
Confectionery,  7733,  7750 
Curtains,  &c.,  8288 
Electrical  and  Gas  Appliancesj  9054 
Electrical  Machinery,  8S11 
Electrical  Machines,  Ad  SSdg*  8875 
Fruits,  dried,  781 1 
Furniture,  9357 

Galvanized  Iron,    &c.,  8563-6 
Ginger,   green,  7832 
Glassware,  8490 
Glue,  &c.,  8sr5-7 
Hats,  &c.,  8318 
Iron  Pipes,  9075 

Lead,  Sheet,  &c.,  8571-2;  cons,  req.,  10935 
Liquorice,  77<>o 
Locks,  9174 

Machines  n.e.i.,  and  Machine  Tools,  f.o., 
8711 

Matches,   7967,  7986,  79(18 
Metal  and  Plated  ware,  8723 
Mine  Ventilating  Fans,  8679 
Motive  Power  Machinery,  8628 
Nails,  8611 

Oilmen's  Stores,  8053-8-9 

Oils,  8308,  8401,  8448;  cons,  req.t  11225 

Paints,  8456-8 

Peel,  preserved,  7834 

Piece  Goods.  8161-7,  8184 

Priming  Roller  Composition,  8524 

Rubber,  \-c.,  Hose,  066b 

Sago  find  Tapioca,  76di 

Salt,  8004 

Slate  Slabs,  8531 

Socks,  &c..  8344 

Spectacle  Cases,  9658 

Stained  Glass  Windows,  eons,  req.y  I1319 
Stearine,   Paraffinc  Wax,  Jtc,  7714 
Stone  Jind  Marble,  8^49 
Stripper-Harvesters,  StiSa 
Tallow,  &c.,  8377,  83i'lo-i-3-6 
Tea,  8ioq 

Timber,   9423,  9430,  9452,  9461-2-8,  954a, 

9S54-9;  ^O"'-  req.,  11256,  11600 
Tobacco,  7638,  7645-7-9;  eons,  reg.,  10S43 
Tool  Handles,  ftc,  9635 


McGregor,  Senator  Hon.  G. — (ontinucd. 

Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule)— -r^n/yBw/. 
Vegetables,  Herbs,  dried,  7873-4-5  8.  -880 
Voltoids  of  Sal  ammoniac,  9277 
Wheels,  Steel,  &c.,  9i8;4 ;  cons,  req.,  10961 
Wine,  Sparkling,  7626 
Wire  Netting,  9149 
Wood,  articles  of,  n.e.i.,  9576-9 

Cypher  Telegrams,  j.,  1937 

Days  of  Meeting,  m.,  7573;  adj„  77S7 

Defence  : 

Brisbane  Rifle  Range,  suffly,  4037 
Cadet  Uniforms,  q.,  249 

Disputed  Elections  apd  Qualifications  Bill, 
ak.,  5561 ;  com.  (pending  petitions),  5599, 
5600  i  (qtialtficatioiu  and  vacancies),  565], 
SH7>  5659;  (powers  of  Court),  5665;  u- 
£om.  (pending  petitions),  5775,  5^^; 
(qualifications  and  vacancies),  5984 

Dissent  from  Ruling  ;  admissibility  of  request 
(Customs  Tariff  Bill),  m.,  9251 

Dooley,  Mr.  Election  of,  y..  3333;  4277 

Electoral  Rolls,  supply,  11619 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  com.,  new  claioa 
(exclusion  of  lawyers),  5125 ;  (protection  of 
witnesses),  5129,  5194;  3R.,  ^yjz 

Excise  Tariff  .  (Agricdtural  Machinery)  Act, 
4277.  5773;  it*ftiy.  6314;  q.,  756I 

First  President  of  the  Senate,  m.,  3366 

Friday  Sitting,  oidj.,  693 

Grain  Bags,  size  of,  q.,  7565 

Immigration  :  New  South  Wa.cs,  od}.,  4177 

Immigration  Restriction  Act :  Evasioos,  sup- 
ply, 10291 

Income  Tax  :  Victoria,  1277 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Dill,  a., 
12004;  £om.,  (persons  disqualified),  12033; 
(investigation  by  RegtsUai),  12036 

Judiciary  Bill,  sr.,  861 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Sorrey 
Bill,  f.o.,  1026;  com  (power  to  make  jbt- 
vey),  1476 

Legislation,  Commonwealth  and  States,  q.,  364 
Linlithgow,  Death  of  Marquis  of,  «.,  8505 
London  Offices,  supply,  408^ 
Matches :  Contracts  for,  q,,  8309 
Northern  Territory,  q.,  85541  oi'h,  974i 
Opposition,  Leader  of  the,  obs.,  6293 
Parliament   House  ;   Maps,   q.,  5466;  eltciric 
beils,  supply,  5881;  gardens,  'supfh\ 
entertainment  of  strangers,  q.,  6059;  Usbei 
of  the  Black  Rod,  supply.  loaSt) 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  ak.,  J07; 
Patents  Act  Amendment,  q.,  9139 
Post  and  Telegraph  Service  : 

Disorganiiation  ;     Committee    of  Inqmry, 
adj.,  9527 

Freeman  and  Wallace's  Correspondeace,  fr. 
7567,  8076,  8221,  8286 

Moonta  Mines,  q.,  8154 

Port    Adelaide    Outer    Harbor  Facilities, 
q.,  7976 

Post  Office,  Port  Pirie,  q.,  8700 
Prayers  in  Parliament,  q.,  ^745 
President,  Rights  of  the,  p.o.,  4616 
Printing  Commitlee,  m.,  4467,  7845-6 
Privilege  :  Select  Committee  upon  Procedort, 

m.,  10005 

Public  Offices,  Melbourne,  q..  5284;  smpfly, 

f^l  Service:  >  C^OOgFe 

Regulations,  m.,  693 
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McGregor,  Senator  Hon,  Gv — continued. 

Qunrantine  Bill,  com.  (arrangements  with  State 
Goversfnents :  stations,  &c.),  -^320;  fpoweri 
of  Commonwealth),  ^474,  5481,  c668,  soSSi 
(examination  of  imported  Animals),  6065 ; 
(liability  of  owners,  &c.,  for  provisions  for 
quarantined  persons).  6087 

Quecnslanfl  Sugar  Cane  Fields :  I-abour,  q., 

5.168,  5467  ^        .  * 
Questions:   Quotations,         5370;  notice  of, 

f.a.,  8339 
Seat  of  Government,  ai8o 
Senate : 

Election,  South  Australia,       9421.  taioi 
Position  and  Rights  of,  obt.,  11687 
Shipping  Ring,  10828 
Standing  Orders  Committee,  m.,  3b 
Steamship  Service  :   Victoria  and  Singapore, 

5647   ^  ^ 
Stores,  Tinders  for,  9041 
Supply   Bill   (No.  3).   as.,  5879;   com..  The 

Parliament,  5881,  s88i;  3«-.  5907 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4)>  iK  >  6314 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  aK.,  11880 
Telegraph    Construction    Branch  :  Painters* 

Wages,  siSc.7 
Tobacco  Combine:  Tariff,  adj.,  2047;  Select 

Committee,  m.,  3050,  3058 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  supply,  4051 

MoVlIIiama,  Mr.  W.  J..  FraHlllu : 

Adjournment,  Special,  741 
Agricultural    Machinery  :     Excise,  Budget, 
3984-5 

Bounties  Bill,  as.,  com.,  (specification  of 

bounties),  1058;  schedule  (mohair),  1097; 
(olives),  1 1 17  J  (rice),  1189;  (coffee),  laia; 
(preserved  fish),  1301 ;  (dried  fruits),  1317 

Budget,  3978 

Business,  Precedence  of  Government,  m..  2802 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  inl.,  12094 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Uill,  eom.,  (Taxation 

by  States),  3887 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons,  rcq.,  (Stcanne, 
paraffine  wax,  &c.),  10510;  (hay  and  chaff), 
10544;  (gloves),  10578;  (hati,  caps,  &c.}, 
10603;  (timber),  11044.  {See  Tariff  Resolu- 
tions (Customs).)  . 
Defence  : 

Cadet  Head  Covering,  y.,  10130 
Derwent   Infantry   Regiment,   q. ,  aiaa 
Military  Officers,  q.,  9090 
Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural   Machinery)  Act, 
7296 

Finance,  Common  wealth  and  Siatci,  Budget, 
2978 ;  payment  of  monthly  balances,  f ., 
1 1 741 

Friction  between  Commonwealth  .Tnd  States, 

Budget,  a^St 
High  Commissioner,  supply,  8975 
Immigration  :  Land  Question,  supply,  8974 
Invalid    and    Old-a'gc    Pensions    Bill,  earn. 
(who  may   receive  pensions),   11065 ;  (pay- 
ment to  minister  of  religion,  &c.,  for  pen- 
sions), 11981 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  2K.,  720;  com.  (power  to  malte  survey), 
740 

Mail  Contracts : 

Cold  Storage,  adj.,  600 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6485,  6502 

Tasmantan,        6523,  11419 


McWilliams,  Mr.  W.  continued 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2K.,  6273; 
com.  (authority  to  pay  boimties),  12171 

Mining  Industry,  Budget,  2984 

New  Protection,  Budget,  2985 ;  j.,  10132 
Old-age  Pensions,  Budget.   2978.    {See  Invalid 
and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill.) 

Papua  :  Mortality  of  Natives,  supply,  6289; 
S  i  6725,  9766;  supply,  8975;  Native  In- 
dented Labourers  ;  Regulations,  sftpply, 
8975;  ">.,  930a,  11744;  Appointment  of 
Administrator,  9763 ;  Land  Settlement, 
q.,  10606,  I0652 ;  German  Boundary, 
11385;  Officials  and  Land  Transactions, 
"524 

Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  ifi/.,  1017 
Fort  Davey :  Telephone  .Communication,  q., 
6505 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 
Cabinet    Committee    of    Inquiry,  s^pplXi 
I01S5 

Centralisation,  supply,  9791,  10154-5 
'Correspondence,  Delays  in  Answering,  tuf' 
ply,  10155 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  47S8 
Printing  Committee,  m.,  770,  aaaq 
Printing  Office,  supply,  3591 
P  ublic  Service : 
Appeal  Courts,  supply,  0774 
Blakney,  Mr.  E.  A.,  Case  of,  q.,  8818; 

tuppty,  10154 
Commissioner,  supply,  9773 
Vacancies,  Notification  of,       9684;  supply, 
9773 

Public  Works,  supply,  9791 

Quarantine  Bill,  2R..    518 ;  iacope  of 

quarantine),  1527;  (proclamatio'i  oif  porti  of 
entry),  1558;  (fumigation  of  vessels  to  de- 
stroy vermin),  i6jo;  (|>owcr  to  destroy  dis- 
eased p1an[!<),  1730;  {cxamin^ition  01  im- 
ported animals),  1766;  new  clause  (repeal 
of  State  Laws),  1770 

Sitting,  days  and  hours  of,  adj.,  6187;  q., 
11703 

States  Debts,  BuJgit,  3981 
Sugar  Industry,  Budget,  2982 
Supply  : 

E.\teToal    Affairs    (Administrative),  8974-5; 

(Papua),  8975 
Home    Affairs    (Public     Service  Commis- 
sioner), 9773;  (I'ublic  Works  Staff),  9791; 
(Miscellaneous),  9800 
Postmaater-Gencrul  (Central  Staff),  10153 
Works  and  Buildings  (Treasury),  3591 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  cam..  External  Affairs : 

(Papua),  6289 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  aR.,  11855 
Tariff,  m.,  2978  :  t 
nritlsh  Goods,  q.,  1747,  1S6S 
Tasmania  :  Notice  of  new  duties,  q.,  1747 
Timber  Duties  ;    Rebate  on  fruit  cases,  q.y 
6431 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 
Acetylene  Gas  Appliances,  &c.,  6809 
Bags,  ftc,  f736 
Barley,  5348 

Blankets,  Flannels,  &c.,  5718 

Blue,  47S8 

Buckets,  &c.,  7139 

Electrical  Machinery,  M07 

Gloves,  cons,  req.,  lojiplooolp 

Hats,  Caps,  Ac,  coni>itf.W^S^ 

Hay  and  Chaff,  5365;  eons,  req.,  10544 
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McWilliams,  Mr.  W.  J. — continued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 
Lamps,  604a 

Mining  Engines,  6784,  6796 

Motive  Power  Mactiiaery,  &c.,  6663 

Jfapei,  Manufactures  of>  71741  7181 

Fimting  Inks,  7345 

State  ImportatioDs,  7437 

Stearine,  Paraffine  wax,  &c.,   5151 ;  tens. 

req.,  10510 
Sufcar,  4693 

Timber,  7053,  7087;   cons,  reg.,  11044 
Type,  Printers*,  6765 
Vehicles,  7390 

ISee  Customs  Tariff  BUI.) 
Tasmanian  Finances,  Budget,  agSo 
TasmaniftQ  Mails  :  Carriage  from  Melbourne, 
>973.  6523 

Transferred     Properties,     tuffly,    9890 ;  q., 

11703,  11741 
Woollen  Industry,  Budget,  2983 

MlUen,  SansLtOF  Hon.    B.  D.,  New  Hontb 
H'a/e* , 

Additional    Appropriation     Bill     1905-6  and 

1906-7,  IR.,   1 1623 ;  2R.,   1 1697 
Additional   Appropriation   Bill   1907-8,  com.^ 

Schedule  ;    Postmaster>General,  11630-1 
Additiooal  Appropriation  (Works  and  Build- 
ings) Bill  1907-8,  m.s.o.f  11621;  2R.,  11688; 
com..   Schedule  (Home  AITairs),  11691 -6 
Address-in-Reply,  obt.,  39;  40 
Adjournment  :  Leave  of  Absence,  m.,  6297 
Adjournments,   Special  :    Women's  Work  Ex- 
hibition, m.,  4894;  Chrisimns  vacation,  m., 
6415 ;    Tuesday   SiUings,    m.,   7789,  10073, 
11321 

Appropriation  Bill,  iR.,  10260 ;  2R.,  10369  > 
cam..  Home  Affairs  (Electoral  Office),  10304 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill,  zk., 
3804,  3811;  com.,  (application),  3930;  (De- 
fence), 4038 ;  (Post  and  Telegraph),  4045 ; 
(External  Affairs),  4063;  3R.,  4146 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  q,, 
4035;  2t.,  4483;  com.^  (Burden  of  Proof), 
4919,  4923;  q.,  7566,  7633,  8307,  8555 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  reeom.,  (stale  cheque), 
3410 

Bounties  Bill,  2B.,  2525;  ftrm.,  First  Schedule  ; 
fmohair).  3377;  (copra),  3.^94,  3196;  (rice), 
(f.o..  3479\  3483;  (rubber),  3569;  (coffee), 
37''.V4:  (tobacco),  3727;  (fish),  4263;  (wool 
tops),  4390;  Second  Schedule,  4392;  eons, 
met..  6410-1-3 
Business:  Order  of,         33;   adj.,  157,  6n4, 

8284;  q.,  11579 
Chairman  of  Committers:  Votes,  p.f,,  8757. 
Coal  romhine,  atfj-i  ^f>^A-  ^7°'^  '•  l8c)q 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  2R.,  12107 
Commerce  Act :  State  OfliRers,  suffly.  6352 
Commonwea'th  Salaries  Bill,  3K.,  182; 
Customs  and  F.xcise  Revenue,  q.,  fjrtj,  7926 
Customs  Certificntes  •  British  Goods,  ig,«;q 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  m.t.o.,  7553;  2B..  7574; 
ccm.  (short  title),  7622:  Despatch  of  Busi- 
ness, obs.,  7895;  f.o.,  7897,  7901;  o^/.,qt89; 
m.r.n.,     1004 1  :    rtrf.     rff'.,     10044;  tn.s.o., 
10811;  w.,  11^81;  reeom.,  11682;  Schedule: 
Acetic  Acid,  &c.,  9238-9 
Addinp     Machines,     &r.,    8625-6;  conr. 

req..  100^7 
AfTricnltural.  A'C,  Machinery  and  Imple- 
ments, 8587-8-9,  8591 


MUlen,  Senator  Hon.  E.  D.~^oiUinued. 

Customs  Tariff  BUI  (Schedule)— ftfnftmie^. 
Ale,  &c,  7624 

Ammonia  [f.o.,  9246-7),  9276-9 
Antimony,  &c.,  9173 
Animals,  7654-7 

Apparel  and  Attire,  8198,  8203-9,  8213 

Arms,  8557-8-9,  8560;  cons,  req-t  xo^jn 

Arrowroot,  7953 

Art,  Works  of,  9937 

Artificial  Plants,  Ac.,  8350-1 

Atomisers,  9925 

Bags,  Sacks,  &c.,  8218,  8220 

BayoncU,  &c.,  8349 

Bicvcles,  &c.,  9816-9 

Blacking,  &c.,  8365-7-8 

Blankets,  &c.,  8233,  8354-9 

Blue,  cons,  req.,  10844 

Boats,  &c.,  9901 

Boots,  &c.,  9661-3 

Bottles,  S496.7.8,  8500 

Broniing,  &c.,  Powders,  8374-6 

Buckets  and  Tubs,  9648 

Butter  and  Cheese,  7699 

Carbide  of  Calcium,  9359,  9268 

Carbonic  Acid  Gas,  9254 

Carpets,  &c.,  8261-6 ;  COHS.  req.,  10935 

Chaff-cutters,  &c.,  8579 

Coffee,  7777,  7781 

Coir  Mats,  &c.,  8275 

Confectionery,    7734,    7743-4;    ad.  rtf., 
10044 

Cornflour,  7906,  7914-5 
Cosies,  &c.,  8383 
Cresylic  Acid,  &c.,  9273-4 
Curtains,  &c.,  8388;  cons,  req.,  10926 
Cutlery,  cons,  req.,  10936 
Drugs  and  Chemicals,  9272 
Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  8889,  8891, 
9042-4-8,  9053-7,  9061 :  eons,  req.,  10948- 

Electrical    Machines,    &c.,    8805,  SSGg, 

8873-7;  req.,  io943-7»  "59* 

Fire  Extinguishers,  8773 

7783:4-6,  7799 
Fishmg  Lines,  9917 
Fruits,  dried,  7808,  7810,  7828,  9949 
Furniture,  93';4-5-8,  9380 
Furs,  &c.,  8289 
Galvanized  Iron,  &c.,  8560-7-8 
Ginger,  7833 
Glass,  8483-S,  8491-3-6 
Gloves,  8394^6;  com.  req.,  10938-32 
Glue.  &c.,  850a,    8514-S-8;    eons,  req., 
'"35 

Goods  exported  for  repairs,  9945 

Grain  and  Pulse,  789a 

Graphite,  &c.,  8368-9,  8370-2 

Hats,  830a,  8318-9,  8321 

Hay  and  Chaff,  7938;  eons.  req..  10857 

Insecticides;  Sheepwashes,  ftc,  9281,939* 

Iron  and  Steel  (VU.),  9187 

Iron  Pipes,  9079  ' 

I^mps,  &c.,  8568,  8571 

Leather,  Ac.,  9677 

Lead,  Sheet,  Sec,  857a;  eons,  req.,  10935 
Licht-pausrohpapier,  9814 
Liquorice.  7758,  7760-1  ;  eons,  req.,  10S56 
Locks.  9177;    cons,  req.,  10958 
Log  Band  Saws,  8671 ;  eons.  req..  10940 
Machines  and  Machinery|pil^e^,^JS£hfe-5-6-7 
Machines,    n.e.i..    and  Nila^ttig^ToolB, 
8704!  if-»-  8710-1-5) 


Jtdy  3,1907,  to  June  J,  iyO{i. 
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Hillen,  Senator  Hoo.  E.  D.— continued. 
Ctutoms  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule)— ctfn/iof^^. 
Manufactures    of    Metal,   n.e.i.,  87^4-6, 

8734-6-7-9.    <*74»i  8749,  8753); 

8755-6-7.  8760 
Matches,  7990,  800a,  8010 
McaU,  &c.,  8016 
MediciDCS,  9294 
Mine  Ventilating  Fans,  8^ 
Mining  Machinery,  8796 
Motive  Power  Machinery,  8626-8,  8631-9; 

8644-5-6-7) :  8656,  8660.1 
Mustard,  cons,  req.,  loobo 
Nails,  8604-7,  8612 
Nuti,  8037 

Oilmen's  Stores,  8043-3-4-5-61  8053,  8061 
Oils,  8387-8,  8403,  8414-6-7,  8434; 

8441,  8446;  cons,  req.,  iiaa* 
Paint  Removers,  &c.,  8472 
Paints,  8451-6,  846*  J  8464);  8466-9, 

8471 

Paper,  &c.,  9680-3,  9746.  97S6>  9760i  9799  5 

e«ns.  req.,  11311 
Parasols,  ftc,  83S5<6 
Perambulators,  &c.,  9824 
Piece  Goods,  8122-5,  8134,  8146,  8151-a, 

8169,  8170-9 
Printing  Ink,  9803-4 
Printing  Roller  Composition,  8522-4-6 
Pulley  Blocks,  &c.,  8669 
Rails  &c.,  9067,  9072 

Rice,  8068,  8073,  8087;  com.  req.,  10871 

Rock-boring  Machines,  eons,  req.,  1094' 

Roofing  Tiles,  &c.,  8478 

Rubber,  Ac,  Hose,  9667,  1)670 

Rubber  Manufactures,  n.e.i.,  9671 

Saccharin,  9273 

Salt,  8088,  8090 

Sago  and  Tapioca,  7664 

Shafts,  0643 

Sheep  Shearing  Machines,  8589,  S591 
Slate  Slabs,  8528,  8530-2 
Soap,  8095-7 

Socks,  &c.,  8334-7-8-9,  8340-3-5 
Stained   Glass  Windows,  9937 
Standards,  &c.,  9179,  9181-2-3;  cons,  req., 
10960 

Starch  Flours,  8100-1-2 

Stearine,  Paraffine  Wax,  &c.,  T7\a\  cons. 

req.,  10851-3 
Stereoscopic  Vievs,  9934 
Stone  and  Marble,  8532,  8546-7-8,  8551-2 
Straw,  7944 
Strawboard,  9746,  9756 
Stripper  Harvesters,  8583-5 
Surgical,  &€.,  Appliances,  9943 
Tallow,  ftc,  8376-7,  8380-1-6 
Tanks,  8618 

Tea,  8107,  8114;  eons.  req..  10922 
Tents,  &c.,  8346-7 

Timber,   9449.  9456.  9543  955*). 

9558;  eons,  req.,  11253-6 
Tobacco,  7637,  7644-7;  cent,  req.,  1084a 
Type,  Ac,  8767 

Vegetables,  Herbs,  dried,  7874-5-9 
Voltoids  of  Sal-ammoniac,  9276-9 
Waddings,  &c.,  8326-7-9,  8331-a 
Wheels,  Steel,  &c.,  9183-5-6 
Wicker,  &c.,  9571 
Wine,  Sparkling,  7627 
Wire  Netting,  9142 
Days  add  Hours  of  Meeting,         30,  7573; 
adj.,  7789;  m.,  S077 


Milieu,  Senator  Hon.  E.  D. — continued. 
Defence  : 

Brisbane  Rifie  Range,  suf-fiy,  4038 
Col  oh  Land  Purchase,  suffly,  11691 
Corps  of  Guides,  suffly,  8999 
Horses,  suffly,  8995-6 

Lithgow :    Land   for  Small-arms  Factory, 

suffly,  11696 
Naval  Agreement,  addreiSt  47 
Submarines,  q.,  7754 
Defence  Bill,  ak.,  5CS4 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 
as.,  5581;  com.  (pending  petitions),  5599; 
{qualifications  and  vacancies),  5651 ;  recem. 
(pending  petitions),  5775-6-8 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Admissibility  of  re- 
(juest  (Cuiitoms  Tariff  Bill),  tn.,  8646-7 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Right  of  reply  to  Min- 
isterial Statement  (Customs  Tarilf  Bill),  m., 
7897,  7001 

Dissent  from  Ruling :  Stage  for  moving  re- 
quest on  item  (Customs  Tariff  Bill),  m., 
8715 

Dobson,  Senator,  Leave  of  Absence  for, 
10921 

Electoral  Act,  suf^y,  8988 
Excise  Procedtire  Bill,  int.,  4480 
Excise   Tariff   (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act, 
5755.  5781;  f.,  5857.  6189;  suffly, 

8902 

Excise  Tariff  (Starch)  Bill,  21,,  12105 
Federal  Capital,  address,  51  ;  suffly,  8980 
Financial  relations.  Commonwealth  and  States, 

address.  51;  suffly,  3806,  3811,  10271  j  y.» 

11381 

Government,  position  of  the,  address,  40 

Governor-General,  new,  q.,  9352 

High  Commissioner,  address,  5t 

High  Court,  address,  5I 

Immigration,  address,  51 ;  q.,  4244 

Income  Tax  :  Federal  Salaries  and  Allow- 
ances, address,  51 

Invalid  and  Olcf-.agc.  Pensions  Bill,  adj., 
11909;  2R.,  12000;  com.  (who  may  receive 
pensions),  13026;  (persons  disqualified), 
12030 ;  (invalid  pensions :  commencement), 
12031;  (investigation  by  Registrar),  12035-7^ 
(Benevolent  Asylum  inmates),  12037 

Judiciary  Bill,  2R.,  581 

KalcToorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railivay  Survey 
Bill,  address,  50 ;  adj.,  879 ;  2B.,  1233 

Land,  New  South  Wales,  applications  for,;.,. 
4705 

Lapsed  Votes,  suffly.,  138 

Linlithgow,  Death  of  Marquis  of,  »>.,  8504 

London  Offices,  q.,  3796;  suffly,  3804,  4063,. 

4146;   9'.,  4362,  7700 
Mail  Contracts : 

Cancelled,  address,  41;   q.,   249;  suffly^ 
IQ5' 

Mail   Service  to    Europe,  q,,    5560,  5746, 

6060;  m.,  6092,  6194 
Vancouver  j    Refund    of    Fine    to  Union. 

Steam-ship  Company,  suffly,  11621 
Maitland    Coal    Miners  :  Postmaster-General,. 
adj.,  8360 

Meteorologists ;  International  Conference, 
842a 

Meteorology,  suffly,  139 
Navigation  Bill,  q.,  10919 
New   Hebrides,  q.,  8867 

Northern  Territei^^^^@<De,[@3a;  suf- 
fly, 3809       ^        '  © 
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Indej;  to  Speecket. 


Millen,  Senator  Hon.  E.  D. — continued. 
Officers'  CompcDsation  Bill,  as.,  10052;  com., 

(payments),  10064-6 ;  (Title),  10070 
Old-age  Feasions,  addrest^  51 ;  compulsory  life 

assurance,  m,,  6019         Invalid  and  Old* 

age  Pensions  Bill) 
Old-age    Pensions    Appropriation    Bill,  aK., 

12126 

Opium  Smuggling,  q.,  8699 
Upposition,  Leader  of  the,  obs,^  6293 
Papers,  printing  of,  m.,  348,  12102 
Papua,   s»fiiy»   5885;    German  claims, 
11300 

Parliament  :  Accommoilation,  suffly,  8980 
Parliamentary   Allowances   Bill,    2B.,  2083; 

com.    (amount   of   allowance),   21 18 
Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  2B.,  12128 ;  com. 
(no    action    for   publishing  Pailiamvntary 
Papers),  12131 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 
Accounts,  luffly,  8903,  10270 
Additional    Permanent    Hands ;    Mr.  Mau- 

ger's  Speech,  q.,  7795 
Disorganization  :  Committee  of  Inquiry, 
supply,  8900,  9003;  q..  9137;  adj.,  ^^2i,•, 
q..  963a,  9735;  supply,  10271 
Money  Order  Branch:  Advance  from  New 
South  Wales  Savings  Bank,  supply, 
1 1620-1 

Tenders  for  Material,  supply,  9006 
Post  and  Telegraph  Offices  : 

Sydney  Railway  Station  Post  Office,  supply, 
4045;  expl.,  4143 
Preferential  Trade,  address,  52 
Printing  Committee,  obs.,  4463;  m.,  4466,  $^28 
Printing  Office,  Melbourne,  supply,  809a 
Privilege  :  Select  Committee  upon  Procedure, 

m.,  10004,  10256;  ad.  rep.,  11993 
Produce,  transport  of,  address,  4b 
Public  Service  : 

Plebiscite  of  Officers,  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department  :  Grievances,  q.,  7704 
Puisford,  Senator,  leave  of  absence  for,  m., 

1330.  4896,  9>39 
Quarantine  Bill,  2R.,  4399;  com.  (hoisting  of 
quarantine  signal),  5997;  (signal),  5998; 
(no  person  to  quit  vessel  subject  to  quaran- 
tine), 6oor ;  ' (performance  of  qnar:intinc  by 
goods),  6062;  (examination  of  imported  ani- 
mals), 6066;  (liability  of  owners,  &c.,  for 
provisions  for  quarantined  persons),  6071;, 
6083;  (persona  able  to  support  themselves), 
6220;  (owners  liable  for  services  of  medical 
officer),  6221  ;  (persons  may  be  vaccinated), 
6223-4 

Questions,  supervision  of,  ff.,  9893 
Remounts  for  India,  q.,  8867;  sufply,  8902; 

adj..  10073;  q.,  10253 
Senate  ; 

Rights  of,  m.,  11583;  obs.,  11682 
Vacancy  :  South  Australia,  q.,  3558;  «.,  4396 
Shipping  :  Differential  Treatment,  q..  119S3, 
12100 

Starch  :  Increase  of  Price,  q.,  2513,  3556,  36S3' 
Sugar,  Surtax  on  Auitralian,  q.,  9138 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i),   m.s.o.,  39;  138; 
com..  Schedule,  Home   Affairs :  (meteoro- 
logy), 139 

Supply  Bill  (No.  a)  com.  (application),  1918; 
Schedule  (contingencies),  1948-q;  External 
Affairs  :  (Laing  and  Company's  Bond),  1951 } 
Postmaster-General :  (Refunds  of  Revenue), 
1951-2;  3S.,  1953 


Millen,  Senator  Hon.  E'.  D. — continued. 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  com..  Schedule  :  External 
Affairs  :  (Papua),  58S5 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.s.o. ^  6300;  com.  (ap- 
plication), 6347;  Sdiedule,  6348;  Trade  and 
Customs :  (Commerce  Act),  6352 

Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  IR.,  8900;  com..  Sche- 
dule; The  Parliament,  8980;  Home  ASaixs 
(Electoral  Act),  8988;  Treasury  (Govern- 
ment Printing  Office),  8092;  Defence,  8995- 
6-9;  Post  and  Telegraphs,  9003-6 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  q.,  11381 ;  2B.,  11874; 
eem.  (commencement),  ii903-6-8 

Tariff,  q..  11863 
Action  of  New  South  Wales  Government, 
3178 

Revenue,  q.,  7791,  7926 
Statement  by  Treasurer,  q,,  11863 
Tariff  Revision,  address,  49 

Telegraph  and  Telephone  Service  : 
Delayed  Telegrams,  q.,  7752 
Poles,  q.,  3363 
Tobacco  Combine  :  Tariff,  adj.,  2048 
Transferred  Properties,  supply,  3809 
Treasurer's  Advance  Accoimt,  supply,  116S9 
Trusts    {see    Australian   Industries  Preserva- 
tion Bill) 

Voting  Machines,  m.,  1269;  q.,  869S 

Walker,  Senator,  leave  of  absence  for, 
9139,  10921 

Wire  Netting,  q.,  1926,  2405.  {See  Customs 
Tariff  Bill) 

Muloaliy,  Banator  Hon.  B.,  Tn.^>nn»ia  : 

Additional  Appropriation  Bill,  190^-8,  11., 
I1501 

Additional  Appropriation  (Works  and  Build- 
ings) Bill  1907-8,  iR.,  11622 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  397 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  12150 

American  Fleet,  Visit  of,  q.,  1146S.  11581. 
"983 

Advertising  Australia :  Press  Cable  Rates, 
adj.,  767 

Appropriation  Bill,  com. ;  The  Parliament, 
10205-90;  Home  Affairs:  (Miscellaneous), 
10.107 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Ihiildiiin^)  Hill,  zt., 
3919;  <:ff«.,  (Defence),  4045;  (Post  and  Tele- 
graph), 4047 ;  (Telegraphs  and  Telephones), 
4050 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  e^m., 
(power  of  Comptroller-General  to  question, 

&c.),  .<io86,  5102 
nills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.,  (application  of 
State  Laws),  1971-a;  {protection  of  banker), 
2200 

Bounties  Bill,  com..  First  Schedule  (copra), 
3405;  (rice),  3485;  (coffee),  3719;  rectm., 
4840 

Business,  Order  of,  m.,  34 

Cable    Communication :    Tasmania,  supply, 

4050;  King  Island,  q.,  11864 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  3R-.  12125 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill.  (TantioB 

by  States),  1049,  1579 

Customs  Certificates:  Brttisl(^qeiU^f«4-^ tgAa 

Digitized  by  VjVJOv  IC 
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Hulcaby,  Senator  Hon.  E.-^centinued. 
Customs  'I^ariff  Bill,  as.,  7609;  tui.  rep.,  10046; 
reeom.,  11686;  Schedule: 

Agricultural,  &c.,  Macbineiy  and  Imple- 
ments, 85^7-8 
AmmoQia,  f.o.,  9250 
Apparel  aod  Attire,  8117-8,  8205,  ^ii$iad. 

ref.,  10047 
Blankets,  &c.,  8232-3,  8351 ;  ad.  ref.,  10047 
Blue,  7688,  7697 
Butter  iind  Cheese,  7700 
Carbide  of  Calcium,  9258,  9266-8 
Carpets,  ifec,  8271-3-5 
Confectionery,  7727 
Cosies,  &c.,  8277-q,  8280-4-6 
Curtains,  &c.,  8187 
Drags  and  Chemicals,  9371-2 
Electrical   and   Gas  Appliances,  9057-9 
Electrical   Machinery,  8801-6 
Electrical  Machines,'  &c.,  8873 
Fire  Bricks,  Ac,  8481 
Fire  Extinguishers,  8773-5 
Fruits,  Dried,  78iq 
Furniture,  9381 
Galvanized  Iront  &c.,  8564 
Gloves,  8293-4;  eons,  req.,  11394 
Hats,  Ac,  839S 
Hay  and  Chaff,  7936 
Locks,  9176 

Locomotives,  Traction  Engines,  &c.,  8663 
Lounges  and  Settees,  9386 
Malt  Extract,  795T 
Manures,  9908 

Motive   Power    Machinery,    8627;  {f.o. 

8651) 
Nails,  8604-6 
Oilmen's  Stores,  8062 
Oils,  8394.  8427 
Onions,  7885 
Paints,  8460 

Paper,  &c.,  eons,  re^.,  11313 
Photographic  Requisites,  9931-2-5-6 
Pianos,  9894 

piece    Goods,    8i24-5-6-8,    8141.  8150-3, 
8159,  8i66-8,  8173-8,  8184-5-6-7-8.  8190-3; 
ad.  nf..  10047;  cons,  reg.,  11504 
Printing  Roller  Composition,  8c2i 
Pulley  Blocks,  Blowers,  ftc,  8669 
Stained  Glass  Windows,  eons,  req.,  I1317 
Stone  and  Marble,  854S 
Tea,  8us 

Timber,  9412,  9458,  9464-5 ;  eons,  req., 

1 1308,  11607 
Type,  ftc,  8768,  8773 
Yarns,  9919,  9921-3-3 
Days  and  Hours  of  Meeting,  m..  8078 
Defence : 
Barrack  Reserve,  Hobart,  f.,  2615 
Hobart  Rifle  Range,  sttffly,  404 q ;  q.,  4142 
One  Tree  Point  Battery,  q.,  4^42 

Dissent  from  Ruling:  Admissibititv  of  re- 
quest (Customs  Tariff  Bill),  m.,  8651,  9250 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  eom.,  new  clause  {ex- 
clusion of  lawyers),  ^138 

Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act,  q., 
5560;  adj.,  5747 

Federal  Capital,  address,  403 

Finance,  Commonwealth  and  State,  suffly, 
1x501 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  3B.,  13010 
Interstate     Communication  i  Commonwealth 
Responsibility,  q.,  11865 


Ifulcahy,  Senator  Hon.  E. — continuid^ 

Kalgooilie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  address,  403;  2R.,  1337:  com.,  (power 

to  make  survey),  1477;  8229 
London  Offices,  q.,  3683;  adj.,  3731;  suffly, 

3930 
Mail  Contracts  : 

Cancelled,    address,    400 ;    q.,    8672,   8863 ; 
suffly,  8923 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6212 

Tasmania,  adj.,  768;  suffly,  4047 
Northern  Territory,  address,  401 
Officers'  Compensation  Bill,  com,,  (payments), 

10059-63 

Officers,  Services  of,  adj.,  12150 

Old-age  Pensions,  suf^y,  11502.  {See  Invalid 

and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill) 
Pair  Book,  Entries  in,  m.,  3503 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  2R.,  2090 
Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  2lt..   13130;  eom. 

{no    action '  for    publishing  Partiamentary 

Papers),  12134 
Parties,  Position  of,  address,  403 
Post  and  Telegraph  OflBccs  : 

Melbourne  General  Post  Office,  suffly,  4047 
Post  and  Telegraph  Dep^rltncnt  : 

Disorganization,     Committee     of  In<[uiry, 
adj.,  9530 

Tattersall's    Sweeps    Conespoinlence  :  Tas- 
manian  Bank's  action,  q.,  8464 

Tenders:  British  Preference,  q..  8868;  suf- 
fly, 8923 
Preferential  Voting,  address,  403 
Printing  Committee,  m..  1566.  ^647 
Privilege  :  Select  Committee  upon  Procedure, 

m.,  10008 
Public  Service  : 

Blakoey,  Mr.  E.  A.  ;  CiassifiCAiion  and  pro- 
motion, q.,  7702,  7796,  8364-5.  8554,  8867 

Gratuities  for  Suggestions,  suffly,  10307 
Quarantine  Bill,  2R.,  s^^;  eom.,  (powers  of 

Commonwealth),  5490 
5>ecret  Drugs  :  Mr.  Scale's  Report,  q.,  8286 
Senate  : 

Clerk:   Usher,  suffly,  10285-00 

Rights  of,  obi.,  11686 

Vacancy  :  South  Australia,  m.,  4736 
Standing  Orders  Committee,  m.,  37 
State  Premiers'  Conferences,  address,  400 
Supply  Bill  (No   2).  e^m.,  (application),  1934 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  iR.,  8923 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2K.,  11897 
Tariff  Revision,  address,  397,  401  * 
Tasmaoian  Finances,  addtess,  y,-j 
Telephone  Subscribers :  Supplem-.  ntary  Lists, 

q-,  11865 

Tobacco    Combine  :    Select    Committee,  m., 
305.1 

Voting  Machines,  q.,  11472 
Wireless  Telegrnp'iy,  suffly,  4050 

Needham,  Senator  E.,  Western  Australia: 
Address-in- Reply,  77 

Additional    Appropriation    Bill,    iih>--S,  iR.j 
11512 

Additional  Appropriation  (Works  ..ml  Build- 
ings) Bill,  eom.,  schedule,  11606 
Adjournments  of  Senate,  suffly.  iS;6;  special 

adjournment,  m.,  7788 
Advertising  Australia,  suffly,  5893-4,  loayS^^ 
Agricultural  Implement  (Makers.  650 
American  Fleetpi93Btii)4;.^JiM^^LC 


Index  to  Speeches. 


Needham,  Senator  E. — continued. 

Appropri&tion  Bill,  a.,  10378;  ccm.t  (Ez' 
temal  Affairs),  10295,  10302 ;  (Attorney- 
General),  10303 ;  (Home  Affairs),  10307, 
1030S;  (Treasury),  10371;  (Defence),  10^9 

Appropriation  [Works  and  Buildings)  Bill,  2R., 
3934;  com.  schedule  (Commonwealth  Offices, 
London),  4075 

Australian  Indnstries  Preservation  Bill,  3K., 
4589;  effm.  (Burden  of  proof),  5013,  5033, 
jiia,  5113 

Bills,  initiation  of,  in  Senate,  tufflyt  1856 
Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  earn,   (application  of 

State  laws),  1706 
Bounties  Bill,  2K.,  2^59;  com.  (minimum  rate 
of  wages),  2770;  First  Schedule  (rice),  (f.o.), 
3476.  3477;  (coffee),  3583;  (coffee),  3713;  (to- 
bacco),  4245 
Business  of  Session,  i?"* 
Coast  Defence  Appropriaticm  Bill,  3*.,  12124 
Conciliation  and  ^bitration  Bill,  int.,  5467 
Customs  Act,  breaches,  g.,  3463 
Customs  Tarifl  Bill,  reeom.,  11683.    Schedule  : 
Bananas  {f.o.,  78S6) 
Biscuits,  7679 
Blacks,  &c.,  8473 
Blankets,  8238,  [f.o.,  8260) 

Blue,  7690 

Bronzing  Powders,  &c.,  8376 
Candles,  7710 
Carpets,  8265 
Coffee,  7765 
Confectionery,  7746 
Engines,  &c.>  8671 

Electrical  and  gas  appliances,  9049,  9051 ; 

fptis.  req.,  10948 
Fruits  and  Vegetables,  7813 
Ginger,  7831 

Grain  and  Pulse,  prepared,  7894 

Hats,  &c.,  8307,  8^32 

Iron   pipes,   &c.,  0076 

Iron  acta  steel  tubes,  &c.,  9086 

Macaroni,  &c.,  7qfi5 

Machinery,  &c.,  8706 

Manufactures  of  metals  n.e.i.  {p.o.,  8757) 

Matches,  8000,  8003,  8008 

Milk,  8026 

Motive  power  machinery,  S6.V1 
Oils,  83()o;  cons,  req.,  iiaji,  11233 
Paints,  &c.,  S4';3 
Parasols,  &c.,  832^ 
Piece  Goods,  8t88 
Rice,  cont.  req.,  10873 
Strawboard,  Q/^a 
Tanks,  8612 
Tea,  Sn3 

Timber  [f.o.,  9550),  gsss 

TrimminKS,  &c.,  n.e.i.,  8^48 

Vegetables,  dried,  &c.,  7876 

Vehicles,  9825 

Wine,  StmrkJing,  7625,  7629 

Wood,  Articles  of,  9573-3,  9576-9 

Works  of  Art,  9936,  9938 
Defence  : 

Barracks.  Fremantle,  lufply,  11696 

Breach  of    Discipline,   r  remantle,  tuffly, 

10380 

Camps,  Annual,  suffly,  10379 

Naval  Agreement,  address,  77;  f.,  1131: 

Naval  Officer's  Report,  q.,  9633 

Naval  Subsidy,  2^14 

Policy,  Statement  ol,  tuffly.  5873-4,  6311 


Needham,  Senator  E. — eontinutd. 

Defence — continued.  . 

Rifle  Clubs,  suffiy,  10380 

Saddles,  Military,  q.,  10920;  suffiy,  12138 

Torpedoes,  q.,   1813-4,  4471,   11301,  11580; 
suf^y,  1856-7,  1937,  10380,  12118 

Uniforms,  q..  9796,  11303;  tuffly,  10380; 
Cadets,  115S0 
Decimal  Coinage,  q.,  10369 
Disputed    Elections    and  QualificatioDS  BiUi 

reeom.   (sending  petitions),  5780 
Electoral  Act,  q.,  9633,  9796;  suffty,  titles 
Elections,  General,  address,  78 
Electoral    Department,    address,    78 ;  suffty, 

1856,  6351,  10279 
Financial     Relations,     Commonwealth  and 

States,  suf^y,  11512 
Fremantle  Uock,  q.,  6191,  7977,  8700,  10369; 

sup  fly,  6311-3 
Government   Printing   Office,   t»ffly,  toyji, 

11514-S;  m.,  11865 
High  Commissioner,  q.,  3797;  suffiy,  10295-6. 

{See  London  Ofhccs  of  Commonwealth.) 
Home  Affairs,  administcation,  tuffly,  1856 
Immigration,   addrest,    78-9 ;   tuffly^  5S93-4, 

10378-9;  q.,  8156,  8330,  fU3i 
Imperial  Conference,  addrett,  77 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  3K.,  13008; 

com.  (persons  disqualified),  13033;  (payment 

procedure),  13037 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  mddrett, 

78. 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augtista  Railway  Sumy 

Bill,  3K.,  f.o.,  1137.  1145 
Labour  Party,  attitude  of,  addrets,  79 
Land  Policy,  addrets,  79;    tuffiy.  10378-9 
Lighthouses,  suffiy,  10308 
Linotype  Operators,         3839,  5403;  suffiy. 

LonJon  OfBces  of  Commonwealth,  tuffly. 
3924,  4075.  5885,  10395-6,  13144.  {See  High 
Commissioner.) 

Mail  Service  lo' Europe,  m.,  6207,  6353;  q.. 

Mail  Steamers,  Commonwealth,  m.,  383S 
Medical  Officers,  suffiy,  10307 
Navigation  Conference,  addrets,  79 
Northern  Territory,  address,  77-8 
Officers  CompensaUon  Bill,  com.  (J.  Wilson), 
10063 

Old-age  Pensions,  address,  78 

Order  of  Business,  obi.,  651 

Pair  Book,  Entries,  m.,  3504 

Paper,   tenders   for   preference   to  Britais, 

tuffly,  1037 1 
Papua,  suffiy,  1030a 

Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  3K.,  319a 
Parliament  House :  Entertainment   of  Stran- 
gers, adf.,  6093 
Parliamentary   Papers   Bill,  com.    {no  action 

for  publishing  copies),  13136 
Parliamentary   Witnesses  Bill,  eom.  (eicapc 

from  custody),  764 
Post  Offices  : 

Moora,  q.,  5178 
Postal  Service  : 

Delay  in  delhrery  of  letters,  adj.,  1055 

Motor  cars,  q.,  4471,  8433 

Stores,  q.,  8433 

Uniform  Stamp,  Board,  Report  of,  smffty, 

5874-5.  5906,  6353  rr^c^n]^ 

Digitized  by  V^OOy  IC 
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Needbam,  Senator  E. — toniinucd, 

Ptefciential  Freight  Clkarges,  Western  Aus- 
tralia,  y.,  649,  379S,  Soag 

Preierenttal  Vouog,  addresr,  78 

Prime  Uioister,  actions  of,  in  England,  ad- 
dress, 77 

Public  Servants;  civic  positions,  sup  fly, 
10279-80 

Public  Service  : 
Allowances,    Western     Australia,  suffly, 

10280,  12146 
Commissioaer,  suffty,  loaSo 
Regulations,  m.,  693 

Quarantine  Dill,  3H.,  4397 ;  com,  (arrange- 
ment with  States),  5308;  (proclamation  of 
ports),  5488;  (liability  of  owners  for  ex- 
penses), 6087;  (persons  able  to  support  them- 
selves), 6318,  6320;  (vaccination),  6221 

Royal  Agricultural  SImw,  adjournment,  m.. 
2963 

Senate  : 

Election,  South  Australia,  m.,  4830 

Rights  of,  obt.,  11683 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  1908-9,  11.,  12138;  com., 

(Schedule),  (External  Affairs),  12144;  (Home 

Affairs),  12145,  13146 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  IK.,  1856 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  iR.,  5873;  eom.  (Sche- 

dule),  (External  Affairs),  5885,  5893;  (post 

and  telegraphs),  5906 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  il.,  6311 ;  com.,  6351 
Tariff  : 

New    Protection,  Agricultural  Implements, 
m.,  650 

Protest,  Western  Australiaa  Parliament, 

4143 

Wire  Netting,  q.,  3463 
Tobacco  Combine,  adj.,  3051 
Trawler,  tender,        1928,  2039,  2070 
Uniform     Fostai;e     Stamp,  Commonwealth, 

q.y  5648;  suffly,  5874-5,  5906 
Wagfti  in  Australian  States,  address.  79 
Wireless  Telegraphy,   j.,  6189,    8701,  9537. 

9796;  suf-fiy,  6312-3 
Year-Book,  q.,  11218 

■•lid,    Sonator  Col.   Hon.  J.    C,  New 

SoHth  Wales: 

Additiooal  Appropriation  Bill  '1907-8,  IS., 
11517 

Address-io-Reply,  m.,  12 

Adjournment  of  Senate,  address,  12-3;  special 
adjournment,  m,,  7786,  10400,  10963  ;  Easter 
adjoummeat,  q.,  10252,  10369 

Adjournment,  Formal :  Repetition  of  Debate, 
f.o.,  2070 

Agricultural  Implement  Makers*  Union,  exfl., 
5466;  adj..  549^ 

American  Fleet.  Visit,  g.,  8554,  qi  qi^^ 

Appropriation  Bill,  2R.,  10285;  com.  (External 
Affairs),  10394,  10396;  (Defence),  1037a, 
10381,  10385,  10386 
Appropriation  (Works  and  Bui1dinp;s)  Bill,  32., 
3904,  3930;  com.,  schedule  (Defence),  3933." 
3034;  (Post  and  Telegraph),  4046;  (Special 
Defence).  4059,  4060,  4061,  4062 ;  (Common- 
wealth Offices,  London),  4069-71;  3R.,  4150 

Australian  Industries  Prrservntion  Bill,  3R., 
4585 ;  eom.  (Burden  of  proof,  &c.),  4915 ; 
3B.  (f.o.,  5385) 

Bankruptcy  and  Company  Legislation,  ad- 
dress, 19-21 


Neild,  Senator  Col.   Hon.  J.  C. — continued. 

Bounties  Bill,  alt.  if.o.),  3446;  m.  (to  postpone 
Bill  until  settlement  of  Tariff),  3149  [f.o., 
3I49-53) ;  com.,  schedule  (New  Zealand  flax), 
3077.   3*53.   3158;   (mohair),   3372;  (rice), 
3486;  (fish),  4275;  (dates),  4384;  (wool  tops), 
4391;  ad.  ref.,  4580;  reeom.  [f.o.,  4836), 
4836;  (tobacco),  4907 
Cabinet  Changes,  q.,  7544»  7569 
Cameron,  Senator  Lt.-ColOBel  ;  political  atti- 
tude, address,  13 
Chairman  of  Committecf,  address.  14 
Coal  Combine,  allesed,  adj.,  3697 ;  q.,  3899 
Coastal    Survey,    Wcstem    Australia,  suf^y, 

63M-5 

Commonwealth  Salaries  Act,  q.,  7567 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  com.  (taxation  by 

States),  955,  958,  1045-7,  *568,  1577;  cons. 

amdts.,  40S4 
Compulsory  Life  AssAancc,  m.,  4196,  6006 
Criminal  Appeals,  1567 
Criminal  Appeals  Bill,  order  of  leave.  30 ;  2R., 

959;  obs.,  1594;  2«.,  2543;  m.,  2561 
Customs  : 

Undermanning,  Sydney,  suffly,  6324 
Customs    Tariff    Bill,    iR.,   7545;    2R.,  7580; 
com.,  (rebate  for  home  consumption),  9950; 
m.s.o.,    10043 ;    recom.,    10045 ;    eOHS.  reg.t 
m.s.o.,  10837  >  Schedule': 
Acetic  Acid,  &c.,  9.*37>  9238 
Adding   and   Computing    Machines,  eons. 

req..  10937 
Agricultural  machinery,  8588,  8s9S 
Agricultural  machinery,  n.«.L,  8575,  S576 
.  Ammonia,   9239,   0240,   9241,   9243  [f.o., 
9246,  9247,  9248,  9249),  9247;  cons,  req., 
11337 
Animal  foods,  7930 
Apparel,  &c.,  8118 

Apparel,  &c.,  D.e.i.,  8212,  8213,  8216 

Arms,  8556,  8557,  8558 

Arrowroot,  7950,  7952,  7954 

Articles,  n.e.i.,  8217 

Bags,  Ace,  of  calico,  A-c.  8217 

Bananas,  7835,  7854,  7872 

Biscuits,  76S0 

Blankets,  ftc,  8253,  8257 

Blue,  7692,  7696;  cons,  req.,  10844 

Boots,  ftc,  9662 

Bottles,  8409 

Butter  and  cfaeese,  7699,  7700 

Candles,  7704,  7711 

Carbide  of  c:ilcium,  0260,  9264,  9269 

Carbonic  acid  gas,  9256 

Carpets,  &c.,  8273 

Coir  mats,  Ac,  8275,  8377 

Coffee,  7769,  7780 

Confectionery,  7726.  7740,  774*.  7747.  775' 
Cosies,  ftc,  8281,  8283,  8284 
Curtains,  Sec,  8289 
Cutlery,  8590 

Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  cens.  req,, 
10950 

Electrical   machinery.   Sec,   88in,  8870, 

8871,  8874.  8S76 
Feathers.  8217 

Fire  Brigade  Appliances,  9940 

Fire     Extinguishers,     8773,    8774,  8775, 

8776 
Fish,  7785 
Fruit*,  citrus,  7810 

Fruit*  and  vegetables,  -8'8.  7824.  7827 
Furniture.  017i|jtizecl  by  CiOOgle 
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Ncild,  Senator  Co).  Hon.  J.  C. — continued. 
Customs  Tariff  Bill  (ScheduleJ — coniinutd. 
Furs,  tVc,  8289,  8390,  8393 
Fuse,  9937 

Glass-lenses,  &c.,  8494 
Gloves,  8296 

Glue,  8503,  8508,  8510,  8513,  8515,  85i6» 
8517,  8519 

Glycerine,  9297 

Gooils  brought  back  to  Australia,  9946 
Grain    and    pulse,    prepared    (/-i).  7900, 
7003,  7005),  7908,  7913,  7914,  7916,  7920 
Graptiite,  &c.,  837J,  8374 
Hat!),  &c.,  8397  {f.o.  83't9) 
Hay  and  chaff,  7931 
Honey,  ^ic,  7945,  7946 
Hops,  7947,  7949 

Insecticides,  dc.,  9381,  9292 ;  com.  req., 
1 1 239 

Iron,  plate  and  fteet,  8563 

Isinglass,  8065 

Jewellery,  9655 

Kindergarten  materials,  9806 

Ln-nps,  8570 

hard,  &c.,  7730 

Le-itlier,  9677,  9678 

I^insced,  7949 

Linseed  meal,  7949 

Locks,  &c.,  0173.  Q175,  9178 

Macaroni,  7957 

Machinery,  &c.,  8701,  8719 

Machinery,  proclaimed,  8733 

Mamifactures  of  metal,  n.e.i.,  87^4,  8730, 

8r.J9.  8740,  8744  {f-O;  8748).  8751 
Malt,  7956 

Mall  extract,  7958,  7959 
Mangles,  ftc,  8574 
Matclies,  7970,  8004,  8008 
Me.iti.  &c.,  Son,  Sora,  8013 
Medicines,  9293,  9,295 
Milk.  8035 

Mininsr  Engines,  &c.,  8787,  8707 

Mixed  Metalware,  8723 

NaiU.  S600,  860.^.  S604,  86ia 

NaplilhalcQe,  9275 

Oil-;.  S410,  8414;  com.  req.,  11323 

Oilmen's  stores,  8045,  8057 

Onions,  7884 

Paints,  &c.,  8460,  8463,  8464 

Paper,  copying.  &c.,  9800 

Paper,  gummed,  9798 

Paper,  manufactures  of,  9682/9683 

Paper  patterns,  9809 

Peel,  7834 

Vfn^.  ikc,  9810,  9812,  98r3 
Perfumery,  gaQS  iP-O-t  9296) 
Pianos,  9S41,  9894 

Pirkles,  &c.,  8066;  eons,  req.,  10871 
Piece  goods,  8rr9,  Stao,  81  w,  8134.  8149, 

81 6R 

Printing  ink,  qSo? 

Triiiting  roller  composition,  8521.  8^27 
RaiU.  I^sh  plates,  &c.,  9064-,  9067,  0071; 

cnns.  req.,  10953 
Rire,  S074,  8086 
Rice  root,  7608 

Ro<k  Poring  Machines,  cent,  req.,  10042 
Rubber   manufactures  n.e.i.,  9670 

S.irclinrin,  9273 

Snlirvlif  acid.  &-c.,  0270,  9371 
Salt.  S-.J^S.  8080,  8ogo 
Sai:o  and  tapioca,  7662 
Scientific  Instrumeati,  &c.,  9943 


Neild,  Senator  Col.  Hon.  J   C. — continued. 
Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule) — eontinuei. 
Screws,  8777,  8779,  8780 
Seed  (Cotton),  S095 
Sheet  lead,  &c.,  8573 
Slate  slabs,  &c..  853S 
Soap,  8097,  8098 
Sparklets,  8100 
Spectacle  cases,  06^7,  9658 
Spectacle  frames,  9661 
Spirit  heaters,  771a 
Standards,  &c.,   91  So,   Q181.  (ji'Sj 
Stationery,  manufacturt-d,  (;Soi 
Stearine,   eons,   req.,  10847 
Stone  and  marble,  8543,  8550 
Strawboard,  9751 
Stripper  Harvesters,  8586 
Surgical  Appliances,  &c.,  9943 
Tallow,  &c.,  8383,  8^184,  8386 
Textile  articles,  n.e.i.,  8317 
Tricycles,  children's,  9S31 
Tvpe,  &c.,  8771 

Vegetables,  dried.  4c.,  7876,  7S79,  7880 

Vehicles,  9831,  9832,  9833 

Voltjids  of  sal-ammoniac,  937S,  vr4 

Watches,  &c.,  9656 

Waxes,  7720 

Weighing  machines,  8634 
Wire  Netting,  9139,  9168 
Days  of  Meeting,  m.  7573 
Defence : 
Administration,  suffiy,  io37a-3 
Ammunition    waggons,  suffiy,  ^qo6,  4059, 

4060-1,  4151-3 
Badges,  supfly,  5863 
Barracks,  supfly,  3933 
Boots,  supply,  5860-1;  g.,  9734 
Cadets,     supply,   7^45,  SgH-'Si  "S^^r;  f-» 

8673,  8866,  I 1219 
Camps,  Pay  and  ETxpenses,  suffh\  103S2 
Ceremonial  Parades,  sufpiy,  10381 
Collins,  Capt.,  tuffly,  10394 
Corps  of  Guides,  supply,  9000 
Dove,  Major,  supply,  8914,   10387-8;  t-* 

'0253-5 
Drill   Halls,  supply,  3904 
Establishment,  strength,  supply.  3933,  393* 
Fixed  Defences,  supply,  3904 
Great-Coats,  stiffty,  5863 
Guns,  Fremantle,  adaress,  15 
Inspection  of  Infantry,  Perth,  address,  15 
Instructional    School    Allowances,  mfftft 
10382-3 

Lyons,  Capt.,  supply,  10385-6 

Military  Board,  suttly,  1906,  ^867 
Military  Clothing,  m.,  249 
Military  Forces,  Perth,  address,  15-6 
Officers,  supply,  3905-6,  8914-5,  SQ17,  8996. 

8qoT.  10383 ;  q.,   ro8a8,  10919 
Pay.  supply,  8913 ;  Sergeants,  supply,  10185 
Policy,  supply,  754^-6 
Promotion,  Diisrating,  &c.,  suffiy,  5S63-6 
Ranges,  supply,  3905,  3933-4 
Regulations,  Military,  supfly,  10381 
Revolvers,  supply,  3905 
Rifle  Clubs,  supply,  7545,  10383-3 
Rifles,  supply,  3905 
Scheme,   Government,   supply,  10)7^-5 
Small  Arms  and  Ammunition  Factory,  t»f- 

t^y^  39<M-s:  ff-.  6409^  , 

Torpedoes,  «^^fi^cl#LiOOgle 
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Neild,  Senator  Col.  Hon.  J.  C.—centiHued. 
De  fence — continued. 
Training,  tuffly.  8915-7 

Transport   waggons,  7704,    7752 ;  obs.. 

Uniforms,  suffly,  tojSi-a 
Disputed   Returns    and    Qualifications,   ex  ft., 

3796 

Dissent   from  Ruling  :   (Bounties  Bill),  m., 

,1o49-53 ;  Admissibility  of  Request  (Customs 

Tarilt  Bill),  m.,  9248.  9244) 
Dooley,  New  South  Wales  Election,  q.,  3233 
Dominion  of  New  Zealand,  lonf^Tatulations, 

m.,  381 1 
Elections,  General,  address,  ij 
Electoral  Office,  supply,  8y88 
Excise  Procedure  Bill,  int.,  447J  ;  3R.,  5370 
Excise  TaritT  (Apiricultural  Machinery)  Act,  9., 

436 J ;  adj.,  46»7;  supply,  8993,  8995.  (See 

New  Protection.) 
Excise  Tariff  Bill,  ad.  ref.,  f.o-,  10040 
Feder.\I  Capital,  address.  18;        5979,  6407, 

10003,  1036-);  supply.  63*5-6.  7547!  757» 
Financial     Relations  :     Commonwealth  and 

St.U'->,  address,  14;  g.  [p.o.,  7974);  sufply, 

11517-^0 

Fires  in  New  South  Wales,  q.,  ;(^64 
First  President  of  the  Senate,         3365,  3369 
German  Convict  Settlement,  Pacific,  q.,  7791, 
7841 

Gold-fields  Water  Supply,  expL,  2068 

Hansard  Report,  exfl.,  7703J  what  may  be  re- 
corded, p.o,,  7974 

High  Commissioner,  supply,  10394.  (-^^^  Lon- 
don Offices  of  Commonwealth.) 

High  Court  as  Final  Court  of  A|ipeal,  ad' 
dress,  16-7 

Historical  Records,  supply,  10295-6 

Hours  of  Meeting,  8078 

Immigration,  q.,  4344;  ad;.,  4376 

Immi';ration  Restriction  Act,  q.,  ;y8o,  108^9, 

lOQJO,    I I 23 I 

Income  Tax  :  Federal  Salaries  and  Allow- 
ances, address,  16-17  i  Victoria,  mi.  ip.o.), 
12711  ;  1QOI 

Indii^iiri.il  Dispute,  Mildura,  q.,  7841 

Judiciary  Bill,  28.,  850;  com  (appeals  from 
State  Courts),  945 

Kalcoorlie  to  Pott  Augusta  Railway,  supply, 
3t)o-i  q.,  8221,  I1217 

KAlgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
.Bill,  2R.,  1261,  1330;  ip.o.),  1 026-7 -3 1  ; 
(power  to  make  survey),  1483,  1499,  1507; 
(;il>propriation  of  moneys),  1510 ;  3B.,  1700 

Land  Settlement,  g.,  4244 

Leave  of  Absence  to  every  Senator,  m.,  6298 
Leg.il   Adviser,   Commonwealth,   New  South 

Wales,  address,  18-9 
London     OflSces.     Commonwealth,  supply. 

3907-8-9-10,  4069,  4150;  q.,  7543.    (See  High 

Commissioner) 
'  Mails  T 

Mail  Contract  Cancelled,  address,  14 ;  q., 
240,  1 131,  3558,  4363,  4462,  4706,  4895. 
SSsS,  SJ30,  8672 ;  3171 

Service  (o  Europe,  q.,  4462,  58^8;  m.,  6200, 
7  54 J 

Sydney,  q.,  10252 
Maitl;iiii|    Coal    Miners  :  Pn-,iiii;istcr-(ieneral, 

q.,  S103,  8229,  830q,  8672;  ad/.,  S354,  8363 
Marquis  of  Linlithgow,  Death  of,  m.,  8505 
Mauger,  Mr.,  Speech  by,  q..  8507 
Ministers,  rumoured  disigreement  of,  q.,  7925 


Neild,  Senator  Col.  Hon.  J.  C— continued. 
Navigation  Bill,  q.,  p.o.,  8155 
Navigation  Conference,  address,  46 
New  Protection  q.,  4302 ;  adj.,  4617-  (See  Ex- 
cise Tariff,  &c.) 
Nimrud  Polar  Expedition,  q.,  7701,  7754,7849 
Northern    Territory,    address,    15 ;    q.,  1233; 
'sd}..  9738 

Officers  Compensation  Bill,  q.,  7753 ;  2»., 
10054 ;  com.  (Lt.-Col.  Bayly),  10058;  (J. 
\Vi!»on),  10062;  q.,  1082S,  io9r9 

Old-age  Pensions,  ajdrrss,  14-5;  rn.,  4196, 
6006 

Opposition,  selection  i>f  leader,  supply,  6322 
Order  of  Business,  »/.,  35 

Pair   Book,    Entries,   expl.,   3145,   3147 ;  m., 

350 r,  3506 
Papers:  Library  Table,  q.  (f-o.),  933 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  sr.,  3094 
Parliament  House,  accommodation  for  Sena- 
tors, supply,  8981 ;  insanitary  condition  of, 

963' 

Petition,  printing  of,  m.,  10251 

Postal  Service  : 

Hours  in  Mail  Branch,  q.,  3798 
Letter-boxes,  supply,  4040,  8912-3 
Letter  delivery,  supply,  7546,  Stiii'ia 
Newspapers,  supply,  8913 
Stamps,  q.,  7565 

Undermaaning,  Sydney  General  Post  Office, 
supply,  6324 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 

Committee  of  Inquiry,  m.,  9521,  9535 
Post  Offices : 

Contract,  tuffiy,  8912 

Early    Closing,    q.,    5979,    O409  j  suf^y, 
6326-7 

Preferential  Trade  (  Tariffl,  75S1 

Preferential  Voting,  address,  17,  18 

President,  the,  address,  14 

Press  statements,  exfl.,  80 j6 

Printing  Commiitee,  »i  .  ou.aiSo.  3:48;  (?■*., 

4463).  4464.  4470.  7844.  Sja.i 
Printing  Office,  j,,  7793 

Privilege,  procedure,  Solect  Committee,  m., 
10007,  '0256,  11303-4;  rc[K>rl,  m.,  11676-8 

Public  Servants  ;  Civic  po  ^itioiis,  adj.,  R421 

Public  Works,  m.,  dis.,  5467 

Quarantine  Bill,  q.,  829,  934;  2lt.,  5292;  com. 
(arrangements  with  States),  5310,  5319 

§|uestions.  Supervision  of,  q.,  ^qa,  9893 
elect  Committees  on  Bills,  M.,  30;  q.,  2512 
Senate :  ■ 
Photograph  of,  q.,  11383 
Status  or,  suf-ply,  11517-20 
Vacancy,  South  Australia,  p.o.,  8;  obs.,  9, 
974;'?.,  28,  2.ii2,  8423,  93S3;  m.,  4740; 
exf  ..  4795,  4801 
Saake-bite,  Antidote,  q..  3qoi 
Standing  Orders,  amendment  of,  ad).,  2616, 

3625;  suspension,  ohs..  640K 
State  Election,  New  South  Wales,  q..  3233 
Stationerv  ;  Government  Printer,  q.,  2514,  2615 
Supplv  Bill  (No.  3).  ';86o 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  ik.,  6u2 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  iR.,  8t)ii;  com.,  Sche< 
dule  (Parliament),   8q8i  ;    (Home  Affairs), 
8088:   (Trade   and    Customs),  8903,  8995; 
(Defence^  S996,  S997,  gooo. 
Sydney- Melbourne  Express,  q.,  11217,  "^oi 
Tariff  : 

Dried  Fruits,  q.,  7843 
St.ate  Imports,  q.,  2406 
Tobacco,  ''rf;.Di^B^fed©gle 
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Ncild,  Senator  Col.  Hoa.-J.  C. — continued. 
Telegraphs  : 

Delayed  Telegrami,  snffiy,  S912 
Telephones  : 
Wires,  -Western  Australia,  f.,  3900 
Delay   in   communication,    Melbourne,  e.. 
8506 

Tobacco  Combine,  adj.   (p.o.),  2070,  2448;  g., 
25'3.  26'5»  3049.  4706;  ifi.,  S.O.,  3049,  3054; 

3055.  3056.  3059 
Vardon  v.  0*Logblin,  9353 
Voting  Machines,  m.,  1268 
Western  Australia  :  Gold-fields  Water  Supply, 

exf{.t  2068 
Wines  for  New  Zealand,  g.,  11472 
Wire  Netting,  seizuie,  N.S.W.,  supply,  5860 

O'ltf^lin.  Senittor  J.  V.,  South  Atutralia  : 

Austnlian  Industries  Freserratioo  Bill,  C9m. 

(Burden  of  proof),  ^oza 
Appropriation    (Worlis   and    Buildings)  Bill, 

com.,  schedcle  (Defence),  404J ;  (Post  and 

Telegraphs),  4048 
Billn  of  Excbaoge  Bill,  com.  (protection  of 

iMuaker),  752,  ao6i,  3x95,  2203;  (protest  when 

Dotary  not  accessible),  761 
Bounties  Bill,   com.,   First  Schedule  (copra), 

3404;  (rubber),  357^;  (tobacco),  [p.o.,  4165) 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  com.  (taxation 

by  States),  1579 
Defence  : 

Protector,  supply,  4043 
Disputed   Elections   and   Qualifications  Bill, 
5585*  (pending  petitions),  5597; 

(reference  qaestion),  $651;  reeom.  (pending 

petiticms),  ^775,  5777 
c-xcise  Tariff  Acts,  supply,  6316-7 
Federal  Capital,  q.,  829 
Immigration,  q.,  4241 
Inter-State  Commission,  supply,  6319 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Bill,  an., 

'i57;  (appropriation  of  moneys),  1512 

Land  Settlement,  q.,  4243 

Millicent,  South  Australia,  q.,  6296 
Parliamentaiv  Allowances  Bill,  3R.,  2092;  com. 

(commenced),  ztiq 
Post  and  Telegraph  Offices  : 

Port  Prrie,  q.,  744;  supply,  4048 
Senate,  Adjournment  of,  m.,  6298 
Senate  Election,  South  AuMralia,  q.,  4801 
Steamship  Service,  Victoria  and  Singapore,  q., 

5746 

Sumatra  and  Java,  Subsidized  Shipping  Ser- 
vice, supply,  6317-9 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  IR.,  6316 

Telephone  Service  : 
Millicent,  South  Australia,  q.,  6296 

Tobacco  Combine,  m.s.o.,  3053 

O'MftlUy,  Hon.  Klntf.  Daririn  : 

Address-in-Reply  Ip.o.),  467;   m.,  468 
Advertising  Australia,  Lone  Jiand,  article,  q.. 
10755 

Amertr.in  Heet,  Visit  of,  q.,  9089 
Austr;ilian    Industries    Preservation    Act,  q., 

35**5.  3621,  3935.  O'na 
Australian  Industries   Preservation  Bill,  com. 

(Burden  of  Proof),  9207 
Bank  Clerks'  Salaries,  q.,  iii^s 
Bounties  Bill.  aR.,  «>96;  eom..  First  Schedule 

(cotton),  toga 
Budget,  1678 


O'Malley,  Hon.  King— <r(?ii/i«»frf. 
Butter  Freights,  q.,  ro89 
Carruthers,  Mr.,  statue,  f.,  2311 
Chinese  Sailors  on  Briti^  Ships,  q.,  11179 
Coal  Combine,*^.,  n^it^,  3621,  3935,  3971 
Coal  Mining  Dispute,  q.,  6094 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  rW.,  tao;8 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  2K.,  3874 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Conn,  q.,  4927, 
5046 

Cup  Day,  adjournment,  5416 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eons.  req.  (oils),  iiioS; 

(paper),    rio88 ;    (locks),    10796 ;  (timber), 

11148 

[See  Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs).) 

Defence  : 

Admission  to  i''ort,  q.,  12157 
Disclosure  of  information,  q.,  12157 
Eipenditure,  supply,  10123-5 
Government  Policy,  adj.,  7540 
RiSe  Range,  Ulverstone,  q..  244<> 
Scheme,  Government,  q.,  11419 
Tnx&tion  for  purposes  of,  q.,  11628 
Thursday  Island,  supply,  11368 
Departmental  Administration,  supply.  ii2<>S-9 
Disputed  Elections   and    Qualificatioos  fiilC 
2R.,  6375;  com.  (petitions  removed  to  Court), 

6379.  6383 
Electoral  Rolls,  q.,  11259 
Estimates,  Additional,  supply,  11298 
Excise   Tariff   (Agricultural   Machinery)  Act, 

adj.,  5800;    q.,  6354,  7i7t,  7417 
Federal  Capital,  q.,  10074 
Financial     Relations,      Commonwealth  and 

States,  q.,  12151 
High  Commissioner,  supply,  9707 
High  Court,  Authority  of,  q.,  9388 
Immigration,  supply,  1(972,  9706 ;  q.,  10130, 

10S77 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  3R..  1193s 

(see  Old-age  Pensions)  ^ 
Land  Values  Taxation,  supply,  9349 
London  Offices,  Common  wealth,  suffty^  3643 
Mails  : 

Burnie-Melbourne,  q.,  7249 

Cancelled  Contract,  q.,  404 

Cool  Storage,  m..  599 

European,  m.,  6475 

Stanley,  q.,  10134 

Magnet,  q.,   10463;  supply,  11299 

Tasmanian,        2qq8,  6131 
Manufactures  F.ncouragment  Bill,  int.,  jpn; 

3R.,  6264 
Ministers,  relations  of,  q.,  1056 
Monopolies  and  Trusts,  f.,  7414 
'Old-age  Pensions,   lupply,  0320,   0140.  S(( 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill) 
Orion,  missing  steamer,  q.,  11177,  11260 
Papua,  q.,  10575 

Parliament,  Reflections  on,  ohs.,  11108 
Parliamentary  Allowances,  Budgfl.  16-8:  n-i-., 
1813 

Patent  Medicines  and  Secret  Drugs,  m..  Sq6 
Photographic  Materials  Trust,  q,  11050 
Port  Davey  Light,  q.,  4955 
Postal  Service : 

Administration  of,  supply,  1139Q 

Money  Order  Office,  Linda,  f.,  £416 

Promotions,  q.,  7028 

Sweating,  alleged.  Zeehaa,  f.,  7035 
Privilege,   Procedure,  Select  Committee.  ; , 

10075  '  10. 30  ^  , 

Public  Service  3%^8.b/k*#0O^ 
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O'Malley,  Hon.  King — continued. 
RiBe  Range,  Ulverstoae,  g.,  2449 
Roosevelt,  President,  f.,  10756 
Settlers  in  Western  Australia,  g.,  9765 
Steamers,  Subsiditing  of,  g.,  10785 
Shipping   Combine,   alleged,    f.,   3585,  3631) 

3935.  3971 
Shipping  Service,  Tasmania,  g.,  11916 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i)  1908-9,  2B.,  12190 
Supply  : 

iTcfcnce  (Central  Admmistration),  10123 
External     Affairs     I  Admioistraliou),     8972  j 

(Miscelalneous),  9706 
Home  Affairs  (Miscellaneous),  11368 
Works   and    Buildings    (External  Affairs), 

3643 
Tariff  : 

Antimony t  j.,  tiiST 

Committee,  appointment  of,  q.,  ^tji,  5210, 

.  5340 

Kerosene  Duties,  g.,  7414 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Bags,  &C-,        to  report,  571^ 

Commoawe.ilth  and  State  Government  Im- 
ports, 7427 

Gas  Analysis  Aoparalus,  &c.,  6933 

Locks,  6115;  eons,  reg.,  10796 

Mining  Engines,  &c.,  6789 

Motive  Power  Machinery,  6649 

Oils,  eons,  req.,   1 1 108 

Paper,  cons,  req.^  11088 

Piece  Goods,  <;8i8 

Scientific  App;\ratus,  6902 

Steam  Road  Rollers,  6700 

Timber.  &c.,  7041,  7073,  tir48 

Tin  Plates,  6tt6.  61  ir 

(See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tea  Duty,  q.,  1517 
Telegraphy  and  Telephones  : 

Errors  in  Messages,  g.,  10874 

Tasmaniaa  Cable,  q.f  681Z,  10963;  suffly. 
13190 

Telephone  Attendants'  Ornaments,  q,,  10177 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  y.,  6505,  12154 
Waratah-Zeehan  telegraph  route,  5209 
Port  Davey,  telephone,  q.,  6129 

Walpole,  Mr.  R.  S.,  11018 


Hon.  J.,  Afaravoa  : 

Address-in-Reply,  346 
Adjournment,  Special^  m.,  6591 
Advertising  Australia,  snffly,  9602;  g..  11097, 
11156 

American   Canned   Meats,   q.,  9952 

Australian   Industries   Preservation    Bill,  2K., 
9030 

Australian    Men    of    Letters    Fund,  suffly, 
9520,  9521 

Bankruptcy  Bill,  g.,  1089 

Bonnties  Bill,  torn..  First  Schedule  (mohair), 
1103 

Basinest,  conduct  of,  g.,  5519;  order  of,  adj., 
6834 

C.Tptain  Collins,  supply,  9488 
Carruthers  Government,  adj.,  3361 
Carruthers,   Mr.,  g.,  2233 
Christmas  Recess,  g.,  5519 
Com  Sacks,  g.,  6356,  7461 


Page,  Hon.  J. — continued. 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons,  reg.,  (Piece  Goods^ 
10625,  1 1463,  1 1531 ;  (Waddings,  &c.), 
10638;  (Socks,  &c.),  10644,  '^7;  (Arms), 
10656,  10657 ;  (Agricultural  Implements, 
Ac).  10669;  (Kitchen  Utensils),  10707;  (Wire 
Netting),  10763;  (Cocks),  10795;  (Standards, 

Ac).  «0799:  (t^ila).  io893>  >0987» 
10991,  11107,  11116-21;  Scientific  Apparatus, 
&c.),  lOQott;  (Furniture),  11013;  (Fancy 
Goods),  11057;  (Photograph  Frames),  H057; 
(Timber),  11132,  11152;  (Machinery,  Rebate 
for  Home  consumption),  11195;  (Electrical 
Machines),  11449;  (Gloves),  11460;  (F^illey 
Blocks),  11543;  (Pens  and  Pencils),  1116S-9 
Defence : 

Adult  Military  Training,  m.,  2243,  2247 
Area  for  MancEuvring  and  Artillery  Prac- 
tice, suf^y.  3454 
Artillery  Training  and  Equipment,  suffly, 

lOttI 

Assistant  Military  Engineer,  suffly,  9793 
Cadets,  q.,  1089 

Camp,  Heidelberg,  g..  7248,  7297 
Collins,  Capt.,  suf^y,  10109,  lonz 
Cox,  Col.,  suf-^y,  10108 
Drayton  Grange,  suffly,  loni 
Easier  Training,  g.,  10080 
Encampments    and    Public    Servants,  g., 
10079 

Guns,  lights,  &c.,  3742  * 
Gunnery   Instruction,   suffly,  10109-10 
Lyster,  Col.,  suffly,  ioiti-2 
Military  College,  supply,  roiio 
Military  Promotions,  g..  974 
Officers  and  Clerical  Work,  suffly,  10109 
Officers,  Training  ot,  address,  348;  suffly, 
3615 

Ordnance,  suf^y,  3614 
Policy,  suffly,  3610 

Scheme,  Gorexnment,  suffly,  8S46,  101  la; 
g.,  11702 

Small  Arms  and  Ammunition  Factory,  q,, 
158.   6355.  6419;  address,  348;  suffly, 
3682,  3735 
Speci^il  Material,  supply,  3610 

Farm   Machinery   and    Implement  Industry, 
Nationalization,  address,  349-50;  ex^.,  500 

Federal  Expenditure,  address,  350 

Immigration,  suffly,  9602 

Information  to  Members  of  PartiamenF,  sup- 
ply of,  obs.,  2653 

Income  Tax,  Federal  Servants,  q.,  11326 

Labour  Party,  address,  346-7 

London  Offices,  Commonwealth,  suffly,  3675, 
9488;  q.,  3732 

Loyalty  of  Ministerialists,  g.,  976 

Mails  : 

Mail  Contract   Cancelled,  address,  348 
Service    to    Europe,    adj.,    345;  aadress, 
348-9;  g..  590 

Northern  Territory,  address,  347 ;  mffly^  3454 

Old-age  Pensions,  address,  347 

Opposition  Comer,  g.,  11054 

Papua,  q.,  4646,  10077 

Parliament,  Slanders  on,  obs.,   10987,  10991IJ 

11107;  "'^•i  11017 
Postal  Service  : 

Officials  as  Returning  Officers,  m,,  715 

Overtime,  Deniliquin,  g.,  3794 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department ; 

Commission,  Permanent,  0^11)85  1 
Preferential  TradeDpiKti%\jf^M9l^^ 
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Page,  Hon.  J. — continued. 
Public  Service  : 

Boards    of    Inquiry,    suffly,    tjS47-5o;  q.y 

8936;  suftly,  9774 
Commissioner,  suffly,  9773,  9774 
Information  to  Members  of  Parliameat, 

States  Officers,  Services  by,  suffly,  9729, 
973* 

Temporary    Employes,    holidays,   q.,  7169^ 
7250 

Quarantine  Bill,  3K.,  535 

Repatriated  Australians,  adj,,  1326  ' 

Shipping  Combine,  alleged,  adj.  [p.o.,  3965) 

Socialiim,   address,  349-50 

Special  Adjournment,  m.,  743 

Starch   Industry,  adj.,  929 

Supply  : 

Attorney-General  :  (Secretary's  Office),  9725, 

9726;  (High  Court^,  9729,  9731 
Defence  :    (Central   Administration),  10108 
ExteiDal   Affairs  :    (London    Offices),  9488; 

(miscellaneous],  9520,  9521,  9602 
Home  Affairs :   (Public    Service  Commii* 

sionei),  9773,  9774»;  (Public  Works  Staff), 

979a 

Works  and  Buildings  (Trade  and  Customs), 
3442;  (Defence),  3454,  3610,  3614,  3682, 
3735"  3742;  (External  Affairs),  3675 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.,  t>285-6 
Supply  Bill  (No.  t),  m.t  8S46 
Tariff : 

Addrgss,  346-7,  349-50 

Amendments,  Notice  of,  3173 

Commission's  Reports^  q.,  6419 

Differential  Duties,  machinery,  supfly,  4845 ; 
i;  4926 

Extra  Sittings,  g.,  ^iiji 

Items,  Precedence  to,  q.,  3587 

Kerosene  Duties,  q.,  7398,  oi&S5 

Minutes  of  Evidence,  q.,  6419 

Order  of  consideration,  m.,  43^3 

Submission  of,  q.,  406-7 

Wire  Netting,  q.,  2233,  3586,  4309;  pre- 
cedence to  item,  w.,  4353 
Tariff  Kesntutions  (Customs)  : 

Agricultural,   Ac,    M,ichinery,  6553,  6556; 
Ci'tis.  req.,  10669 

Aims,  eons,  req.,  10656,  10657 

Bicycles,  &c.,  7278 

Boots,  &c.,  7155 

Candles,  48()t 

Celluloid,  &c..  Articles,  7399 

China,  &c.,  6897 

Confectionery,  Ac.  it.o.,  525^) 

Cycle  Parts,  &c.,  7283 

Electrical  Machines,  cons,  req.,  11449 

Fancjr  Goods,  7140;  eons.  req..  11057 

Fnmttare,  cons.  req..  11013 

Has  Analysis  Apparatus,  &c.,  6930,  6932 

Gloves,  cent,  req.,  11460 

[lay  and  Chnff,  5411 

Insecticides,  &c.,  6g»)2 

Iron,  Plate  and  Sheet,  6546 

Jewellery,  7144.  7'47.  7'4S 

Kitchen  Utensils,  (ons.  rrq.,  10707 

Licht-pausrohpapier,  7268,  7360 

Tx>cks,  cons,  req.,  10795 

Machinery    and     Marhinrs    and  Machine 

Tools,  6731,  6737,  6740.  6741 
Machinery,  Rebate  for  Home  consumption, 

eons,  req.,  iit9S 
Maps,  7266 


Page,  Hon.  J. — conlinued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 
Matches,  5447 
Milk,  5518 

Motor  Cycles,  &c.,  7281 

Oils,  6865;  cons,  req.,  10893,  10911,  10986, 

10991,    11107,    im6,  11121 

Pens  and  Pencils,  &c.t  7143;    com.  req., 

11168,  11169 
Photographs,  7267 

Photograph  Frames,  Ac,  eons.  req..  11057 

Pianos,  7304 

Piece  Goods,  cont.  req.,  10625,  t>463>  "53' 

Potatoes.  5341 

Pulley  Blocks,  cons.  req..  11543 

Salt,  &c.,  5.S35  ^  , 

Scientific  Apparatus,  &c.,  6935,  7400;  cons. 

req.,  10908 
Socks,  Src,  cons,  req.,  10644,  10647 
Standards,  fi;c.,  eons,  req.,  10799 
Sugnr,  46(17 

Timber,  &c.,  7104;  cons,  req.,  11132,  11521 
Waddings,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  10638 
Watches,  ftc,  7151 

Wire  Netting,  4558;  eons,  req.,  10763 
Wood  Articles,  yiyi 

Tariff  (Excise) : 

Starch,  5551,  5553,  5554,  555^ 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones  : 

Queensland  Telegraph   Operators,   q.,  9300 

Palmar,  Mr.  A.  0.,  Kchuca  : 

Bounties  Rill.  aB.,  833 ;  com.  (appropriation!, 
1056 ;  First  Schedule  (period  of  bounty), 
1064;  (cotton),  1083;  (mohair),  1102:  (cotton 
seed),  1108;  (olives),  1124;  (rice),  1195; 
(fish),  noo;  ifruits,  dried),  1)18 

Budget,  m.,  aqS6 

Customs  Tariff  Amendment  Bill,  com.  (addi- 
tional provisos  South  Africa),  12054 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  c^ns.  req.  (Hay  and 
Chaff).  10541 ;  (Apparel),  10564;  fWiie 
Netting),  10759 ;  (Timber),  1 1040,  iii47 
iSfe  Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) ) 

Disputed  Electiitns  and  Qualifications  Bill, 
2R.,  637S;  Com.  (petitions  removed  to  Coort), 
6381 

Defence  : 

Coastal,  supply,  3432 

Li-jht   Horse,  supply,    10084 ;   q.,  iiiyj 

Rifle  Ranges,  supply,  3535 

Scheme,  Government,  supply,  10084 

Electoral  Law,  sufpfy,  9771 

Estimates,  .\dditional,  supply,  i\y\-j 

Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  M.ichinery)  Act, 
q.,  72()6  (see  New  Protertion) 

Govcrnnitnt  Priming,  teuilers.  q..  4110;  band- 

Grain  bags,  q.,  6155,   10787,  10070 
Immigration,  supply.  q6i6  ;  q.,  10130 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  com.  (who 

may  receive  pensions),  11967.    {See  Old-age 

Pensions) 

Kal'jiiorlie   to    Port   Aiij;iista  R.iil'^  iv  Survey 

Bill,  mes.,  64: 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  nr.,  604 
Manufactures  EncourLigement   Dill,   q.,  6594, 

New    Protedion  :    Socialism,    q.,   7415.  \See 

Excise  Tariff,  ^^c.) 
Oath  of  Allegiance,  q.,  9091^ 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 
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Falmez,  Mr.  A.  C—centiniud. 

Old-age  Pensions,  suffly,  5343.    {See  Invalid 

and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill) 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Billj  m.»  >9>9i 

1986;  com.  (commencement  of  application). 

30t0 

Post  Offices  : 

Sites,  suffly,  3535 
Postal  Service : 

Classification,  q.,  10178,  11708 

Country     Facilities,     q.,     9100 ;  sttff^y, 
1 1397.8 

"  Sweating,"  tuffly,  11397 
Prayers  in  Parliament,  q..  5783 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4555,  4947 
Quarantine  Bill.  com.  (scope  of  quarantine), 

1526;  (surveillance),  1730;  (power  to  destroy 

animals),  1M5 
Repatriated  Australians,  adf.t  1325 
Supply : 

Defeace  :  (Central  Administration),  10083 
External  Affairs  (Miscellaneous),  9616 
Home  Affairs  (Electoral  0£Bce),  9771 
Postmaster-General  (Victoria),  11:107 
T^e   and   Customs :   ((South  Austrmlia), 
9993 

Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  3432; 
Post  and  Telegraph  (New  South  Wales), 

Tariff : 

Bonds,  pressure  on,  5131 
Budgetf  3966-^ 
Kerosene,  adj.,  3048 
Order  of  consideration,  n.,  4336 
Timber,  Butter  B(w,  q.,  2567 
Wire  Netting,  precedence  to  item,  m..  4336 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 
Apparel,  cons,  ftq.,  10504 
Blacking,  &c.,  6857 
Blue,  4786,  4787 
Candles,  4947 
CarpeU,  5739 
Confectionerv,  &c.,  ^251 
Commonwealth  and  State  Government  Im- 
ports. 7437 
Engines,  &c.,  6711,  6714 
Fish,  5366 

Hay  and  Chaff,  5433;  com.  req.,  10541 
Insecticides,  Ac,  6984 
Machinery  and  parts,  6108 
Manures,  7367 

Motive  Power  Machinery,  6660 
Motor  Cars,  &c.,  7393,  7394 
Newspaper,  7303 
Oils,  6871 

Paints  and  Colours,  6881 
Perambulators,  &c.,  7382 
Printing,  &c.,  Inks,  7353 
State  Imports,  7437 

Timber,  &c.,  7074;  eons,  req.,  11040,  II147 

Wire  Netting,  4555 ;  cons,  req.,  10759 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 

Glucose,  4641 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  suffly,  3433 

Pwroa,  SanatoF  Hon.  O-  F.,  WeMr.m  Aut- 
tralia : 

Acts  and  Documents,  q..  6061 

Address-in-Rep]y,  m.,  473 

Additional  Appropriation  BUI,  iB.,  11481 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  X1331 

Advertising  Australia,  adj.,  706 

F.6&50.-l> 


Feuce,  Senator  Hon.  G.  ¥. —continued. 
Appropriation  Bill,  com.,  (Defence),  10373 
Appropriation    (Works    and    Buildings)  Bill- 
3813;  com..  Schedule:  (Telegraphs  and 
Telephones).    4049;  (Special  Defence  Ma- 

terial),  4059.  3?-.  „^ 

Australian   Industries  Preservation   Act,  arf- 

dress,  483-4       .     „  .  „ 

Australian  Industries  Preservation   Hill,  ^n., 

4401.  4503;  ad.  ref..  5186 
Bills  if  Exchange  Bill,  com.  (protection  of 

banker),  757,  3204 
Boot  Machinery  Trust,  address,  484 
Bounties,  address,  477-8 
Bounties,  Western  Australia,  ?  -J5'75,  5?84 
Bounties  Bill,  3B.,  2627;  com..  First  Schedule 

(cotton),  2870;  (jute),  3166;  (tobacco),  37*5- 

4155;  (^*M  4»63,  4164,  4166),  4257;  recom.. 

4837 

Budget  Papers,  q.,  1684 

Chairman  of  Committees,  "150 

Chinese  in  Australia,  q.,  9»3^,  94*3,  10370 

Cigar  Boxes,  stamp,  q.,  5083 

Coal  Combine,  alleged,  arf;., 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  "iio 

CoaiUl  Trade:  Treaties,  address,  474-5 J  9-' 

Commonwealth  Mail  Steamers,  m.,  2223 
Copper  Wire,  Supply  of,  ii9» 
Customs  and  Excise  Revenue.  "986 
Customs    Tariff    Bill.    q..    10919 ; 
11685;  Schedule : 

Blankets,  &c.,  8246, 

Engines.  Sc.,  8671,  8696 

Manufactures  of  Metals,  n.e.i.  [f.o..  875/ » 

Matches,  7996 

Oilmen's  Stores,  8051 

Oils,  8393  „ 

Onions,  7883,  7884 

Rice  8080 

Timber,  9440.  9467.  947°.  94"  1  i  • 

Tobawo,  unmanufactured,  7631,  764a,  ^649 
Vegetables,  dried,  &c.,  7874,  7879 
Wicker.  Bamboo,  &c.,  n.e.i.,  9507 

Defence  :  £      c  a. 

Ammunition,  defective,  q.,  3403.  4O>0 
Ammunition   Waggons,    suffly,  4059; 

Ammunition 

Factory,  suffly,  3814 
Australian  Navy,  address,  479 
Cadets,  address,  47^:  g..  3404.  .17«> 
Cartridges,  q.,  979^  - 
Cartridge  Blanks,  q..  9237.  9796.  »o»55 
Commandants,    State,   suffly,  10374 
Entrenching  Tools,  suffly.  10378 
Field  Artillery,  10376-8 
Garrison  Artillery,  suffly,  >o370 
Instructional  Cadres,  suffly,  1037G 
Military  Board,  suffly,  10373-4 
Military  School,  q..  4'43 
Military  Uniforms,  q.,  353-  354 
Naval  Agreement,  address,  479 
Naval  Policy,        5*77.  536?.  5405 
Officers,  Scarcity  of,  suffly,  10375-0 
Percussive  Caps,  11986 
Policy,  newspaper  article,  q..  5500 
Protector,  address,  479  , 
Rifle  Clubs,  q.,  6o6i,  6394,  757^5 
10378-9 

Rifle  Matches,  Sydney,       5003  , 
Strength  of  Forces,  i«##/v,^io375-o. 
Torpedoes,  w^^^ftigH^S  by  LiOOglC 
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Pcarce,  Senator  Hon.  G.  F. — eonlinued. 
Defence — eontinued. 

Uniforms,  suffly,  10374-5 
Units  to  each  State,  q.,  4471;  adj.,  4616 
Defence  Bill,  aR.,  5682 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 
eom,  (reference  of  question),  5654 

Division  Bells,  ebs-,  7074 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  as.,  5389 

Excise  Tariff  Acts,  od;.,  5772;  6395; 
suffly^  6319-20 

Expenditure,  States  and  ComtnonweaUh,  m., 
3233 

Federal  Capital,        S029,  9537 

Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  State, 

addrest,  478;  sufflyM  3815*6.  "481-a;  t- 

11986 

Goldfields  Water  Supply,  exfl.^  2069 

High    Commissioner,    address,    484-5  {See 

London  Offices) 
Immigration,  encTouragement,  address,  479-80J 

supply,  3814;  J.,  8211,  8285 
Immigration  Restriction,  Caiada,  g.,  8307 
Imperial  Conference,  address,  473 
Industries   Preservation  Hill,  address,  483-4 
Japanese  Treaty,      5561,  5858 ;  suffly,  5867-73 
Kuigoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  address, 

482.3 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Bill,  2R. 

{f.o.),  1023-8,  1338;  exfl.,  1704 
Labour  Party  and  Women's  National  League, 

exfl.,  222  J 
Land  Taxation,  address,  476 
Legal  Adviser  to  States,  address,  478 
London  Ofhces,  Commonwealth,  address,  484 ; 
supply,  3814,    4147.    {See  High  Commis- 
sioner) 
Miils. 

SiTviir  to  Europe,  adj.,  6093;  m.,  6206 
Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  address,  480-2 
MinUior  of  Trade  and  Customs,  actions  in 

Kngland,  address,  473 
Navigation  Bill,  g.,  fi.a.,  8iu 
Navigation  Conference,  address,  473 
Officers  Compensation  Bill,  aR.,  10055 
Oil  Trust,  address,  484 
OM-age  Pensions,  address,  47S;  g.,  12100 
Onler  of   Dusiness,  m,,  33;  ad/.,  693 
Papers  :  Library  Table,  j.,  932-3 
Papua,  g.,  353,  7701,  9237,  9353;  m.,  8S69, 

iaio2;  supply,  11483-5 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  2R.,  3103 
Parliamentarv  Papers  Bill,  2R.,  12129 
Pearl  Shelling,  bounty  for  while  labour, 

dress,  478 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 

Committee  of  Inquiry,  m.,  9524 
Post  Office,  Eucla,  q.,  6296 
Postal  Service  : 

Country  Postmasters,  f.,  11219 

Uniforms  and  Wages,       75421  7571 
Preferential  Trade,  address,  473-4, 
Press  Statements,  expl.  {fa.,  8026),  8028 
Prime  Minister,  Actions  of|  in  England,  ad* 

dress,  473 

Printing  Committee,  m.,  appointment  of,  39; 
to  print  paper,  f.o.,  135;  m.,  to  adopt  re- 
port, 4465,  7845,  7847,  8222 

Privilege,   Procedure,  Select  Committee, 
10004,  10258;  ad.  ref..  11900 

Public  Servants  :  Civic  positions,  q..  7754, 
7926,  7077,  8221,  8554,  Q139;  adj.,  8418 


earce.  Senator  Hon.  G.  F. — tentinued. 
Public  Service  : 

Exemptions,  250 
Quarantine  Bill,  as.,  ^197 
Revenue  Leakage,  Tasmania,  q.,  7752,  7850 
Revotes,  supply,  3813-4 
Royal  Commissions  :  Witnesses,  q.,  8 
Senate  : 

Election,    South    Australia,    expl.,  47Q5-6i 
m.,  4814 

Housekeeper,  suffly,  6319 

Rights  of,  obs.,  11685 
Silver  Coinage,  q.,  S.j2q,  8309 
Standing  Orders,  Amendment  of,  aj)  {f.t., 

2617),  2619 
Stationery  :   Government  Printer,   q.,  7615 
bugar  Bounty,  address,  483 
Sugar  Industry,  Queensland,  q.,  611,0 
Sugar  Trust,  address,  484 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i)  1908-9,  iR.,  12137 
Snpply  Bill  (No.  2),  ir„  1839 
Supoly  Bill  (No.  3I,  iR.,  ;867 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  iB.,  6119 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5).  iK,  890S 
Tariff : 

Address,  476-7,  483 

Textile  Machinery,  q,,  10930 

Tobacco,  m,,  2227 

Western  Australian  Protest,  adj.,  4024 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones : 
Assistant    Telegraphists,    sttfply,  8909-10; 

q.,  8979 

New   Subscribers,   adveirtiaemenis,  Ji>///y, 

114S2;  q.,  11865 
Overtime,  Western  Australia,  q.,  77^4,  7791, 

Promotion,  supply,  89o8-ii 

State  Guarantees,  11986 

Sunday  Work,  q..  8864-5 

Tasmanian  Cable  Service,  q.,  1565,  1815; 

suffly,  1840-1,  4049 
Telegraphic   communication,   Tasmania,  f-, 

11986;  supply,  12137-8 
Telegraphists,  m.,  7572;  q.,  8422;  J*^y> 

890811 
Undermanning,  890S-11 

Tobacco  Combine,  address,  483-4 ;  adj.,  aojJ, 
2053;  m.s.o.,  3051;  m.,  3056 

Tobacco  Industry,  Tariff,  m.,  2227 
Tobacco  Waste,  q.,  649,  830 
Unemployed,  Western  Australia,  adj.,  8697 
Voting   Machines,  q.,   131,  3798,  7543,  869S, 

11383,  11473-3;  1262 
Wages  and   Conditims,   United   States  sad 

England,  address,  4S2 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  sufply,  1840,4049,6320-2 
Women's    National    League,  Geelong,  expl.^ 

2227 

Women's  Work  Exhibition,  4245 
Workers,  condition  of,  address,  482 

Poynton,  "Ham.  A.,  Qrey  .- 

Borrowing,  CommonwealUi,  Budget,  xjoa 
Bounties  Bill,  eom..  First  Schedule  (nohoirt, 

1097;  (cotton  teed),  1107;  (palm  Imit),  tiSj; 

(peanuts),  it86 
Budget,  2699 
Candidates*  Expenses,  q.,  978 
Coast  Defenc^.g.^g|^^ip5<^^^V-.  xmM 
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PoyntOD,  Hon.  A. — continued. 

Customs  Tariff  Bill.  eons,  req.,  (^agOi  Ac), 
10496 ;  (confectioDcry),  10516 ;  (matches), 
1055a;  (agricultural  implements,  &c.),  10666- 
72;  (manufactures  of  metais),  io68g ;  (wire 
netting),  10758;  (standards,  &c.),  10798, 
10802,  1 1 549 ;  ( d  i  rectories,  &c. ),  1 1077, 
11456;  (pens),  iit68;  (curtains  and  blinds), 
11439;  "429>    [See  Tariff  Resolutions 

(Customs) ) 

Defence  : 

Cordite  Factory,  sufply^  3737,  3741 
Rifle  Ctubs,  q.,  9581; 

Electoral  Administration,   suffly,  8^53-4 

Excise  Tariff   (Agricultural    Machinery)  Act, 

Itffiyy  5699:  9:  8817 

Federal  Capital,  sufply.  1876-7 

Financial  Relations :  Commonwealth  and 
States,  Budget.  2701-2;  suffly,  3330-ai  f., 
11785,  11786,  iigai 

Franklin  Harbor,  tuffly.  8854-5 

Grain  Bags,  size  of,  q,,  984^ 

Harvesters,  Price  of,  q.,  9582-3 

House,  Rights  of,  m.,  11429 

Immigration,  suffly,  961J 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  eom.^  (per- 
sons disqualified),  11969 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  suffiy, 
3330;  q.,  9093 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Au-justa  Rail  way  Bill, 
eons,  amdtt.  (power  to  make  survcv),  2017 

Mails ; 

Franklin  Harbor,  suffly,  10229-30 
Service;  to  Europe,  g.,  6132;  m.,  6499,  (/.tf. 
6500);   adj.,  6504  . 
New  Protection,  sufflv,  I79S.  5690 
Northern  Territory,  suf^y,  3330;  q.,  10786 

Opium,  sale  of,  q.,  3234 

Parliamentary    Allowances    Bill,    m,  '903; 

com.   (amount  of  allowance),  3006;  (excess 

may  be  paid  to  Consolidated  Revenue),  2016 
Postal  Service  : 

Allowance  Offices,  suffly,  10330 
'Country  Services,  suffly,  8852,  1022S-9 

Employes,  number  01,  suffly,  10337-8 

Officials  as  Returnine  Officers,  «.,  703 

Penny  Postage,  Budget,  2701-2 

Retiring  A|je,  suffly,  10227-8 

Stamps,  Printing  of,  q.,  503 ;  suffly,  3596-7 

Transfer  of  officers,  q.,  10653 
Post  Office  : 

Port  Pirie,  f.,  8938,  9399 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4889,  4950,  4970, 

5079 

Printing  Office,  Government,  suffly.  3590-7 
Privilege,  signatures  to  petitions,  m.,  3418 
Public  Service  Bill,  2H.,  12060 
public  Service  : 

Association,  South  Australia,  q.,  11919 

Classification,  South  Austr.-ilia,  suffly,  5700 

Commissioner,  suffly,  5700-1 

lacrements,  q.,  7026,  7171.  q?8i 

Transferred   Officers  :   Reports  by  Deputy 
Postmasters-General,  q.,  10653 

Transferred  Rights,  suffly,  5700-a 
SuDply  ; 

External  Affairs  (Miscellaneous),  9615 
Postmaster-General  :  (Central  Staff),  10337 
Works  and  Buildings,  (Home  Affairs,  New 
South     Wales),   3330 ;     (Treasury),  3596 ; 
t^"-).  3597;  (Defence),  3737,  3741 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.,  1705;  ad.  ref.,  1876 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  8852 

D  2 


Poynton,  Hon.  A. — continued. 
Tariff : 

Budget,  2700-8 

Kerosene,  q.,  1865,  2687 

Magazines,  q.,  1716 

New  I'ruleclion,  suffly,  1795 

Order  t)f  consideration,  m.,  4343 

Pianos,  exhibit,  7114 

Preference,  liuaget,  2703 

Stearine  and  Paraffine  Wax,  q.,  5131 

Further  consideration  of,  3430 

Webb  V.  Ouitrim,  773 

Wire-netting,  precedence  to  item,  m.,  4129, 

4343;  4646 
Tariff   Resolutions   (Customs)  ; 

Agricultural,    &c..    Machinery,   6053,  6557, 

^577>  658^1  6589;  cons,  req.,  10666,  10672 
Ale,  J'ortcr,  and  other  Beer,  4129 
Apparel,  5603 
Arrowroot,  &c.,  544s 
Bags,  itc,  5641,  5733 
Biscuits,  4774,  4776 
Blankets,  5718 
Bottles,  empty,  6938,  6943 
Cameras,  &c.,  7393 
Candles,  4^89,  4950,  5079 
Carpets,  5737,  5738,  5719  ^       „  „ 
Catalogues,  &c.,  7174,  7176,  7184,  7187 
Coir  Mats,  5739 

Confectionery,  &C.,  5160,  5334,  5343;  cons. 

req.,  105 16 
Corks,  7380 

Com  Sbellers,  4c.,  6566,  6567 
Cosies  and  Cushion,*.  £"40,  ^741.  ^''■«2,  5743 
Curtains  and  blinds,  cons,  req.,  11439 
Cutlery,  6056 

Directories,   &c.,    7188;   eons,    req.,  11077, 

"456 
Feathers^  S636 
Fire  Bricks,  &c.,  6909 
Fish,  5273 

Fruits  and  Vegetables,  5380,  ^333 
Glassware,  6923,  6920 

Grain  and  Puise,  5347 
Hats,  &c.,  5951,  5965 

Iron,    Plate    and   Sheet,  6528,  6545,  6547, 

6548,  6549 
Kindergarten  materials,  7366 
Lamps,  &c.,  6047 
Leaa,  6051 

Machinery  and  Parts,  6103 

Manufactures  of  Metals,  eons.  req..  10689 

Manures,  7363  {f.o.,  73(18) 

Matches,  5454;  cons,  req.,  10553 

Milk,  5501 

Milling  Silk,  5939 

Motor  Lorries,  &c.,  7293 

Motive  Power  Machinery,  6651 

Musical   Instruments,  parts,  73<;&» 

Paper  and  Stationery,  7230,  7336 

Pens,  cons,  req.,  I1168 

Pianos,  7339 

Piece  Goods.  5807,  5811,  5837,  5846,  5852, 

5853.  5920 
ReEalia.  ^640 
Rice   Root,  4793 
Saccharin,  6973,  6975 
Sago,  cons,  req.,  10496 
Salicylic  Acid,  &c.,  6972,  6975 
Salt,  s^38 

Smelling  Bottles,  &c.,  692rt"6o26  1 
Socks  and  Stockifij^^zo^jir.Vn^OQ  LC 
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Poynton,  Hon.  A. — continued. 
Twiff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 
Standards,  &c.,  eons,  reg.,   10798,  1080a, 
"549 

Steam  Itoad  Rollers,  6691 
Strawboard,  7226 

Sugar,  4749 

Tanks,  6625 

Tea,  5464 

Tents,  &c.,  5937 

Timber,  &c.,  7069,  7104 

Tobacco,  unmanufactured,  4209 

Trimmings,  5938 

Yams,  7376 

Wine,  4141,  4201 

Wire-netting,  4437,  4573  (f.g,^  4573); 

reg.t  10758 
Writing  Ink,  &c,,  7a66 

(See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise) : 

Saccharin,  4636 
7>legraphs  and  Telephones : 

Guarantees  for  telephones,  a.,  3588-9;  suf- 

fiy,  8853,  10230-1 
Line  Repairers,  suffly.  10228-9 

Pnlsford.  Senator  B.,  JVew  Sovttk  )YaU>, : 
Additional  Appropriation  (Works  and  Build- 
iogs)    Bill,  11689  i    f"**-.  schedule, 

11697-6 

Additional  Appropriation  (Works  and  Build* 
ings)  Bill,  1905.6  and  1906-7,  eom.,  sche- 
dule, 11697 
Additional  Appropriation  Biil,  ir.,  11485 
Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  1007a,  11322 
Advertising  Australia,  y.,  11302 
American  Fleet,  Visit,  q..  11301,  12102,  12141 
Appropriation  Bill,  aE.,  10276,  10278;  com., 
(Attorney-General),      10303 ;  (Postmaster- 
General),  10389;  3«.,  10393 
Asiatics,   relations    of,   wifli  Commonwealth, 

suffly,  1 1486-7 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  2B.,  12115 
Customs    and    Excise    Revenue,    q.,  10370, 
13 101 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  com.,  (Application),  9950; 
»«.*.*.,  10041 ;  reeem.,  10042  j  cont^  tea., 
m.s.o.,  10839;  "684;  Schedule: 

Bicycles,  &c.,  9818 
Boats,  &c.,  9901,  9902 
Confectionery,  cons,  reg.,  10856 
Directories,  &c.,  eons,  reg.,  t\\i-x 
Doom,  9640  x  »     J  J 

Electrical    Machines,    &c.,    cont.  req., 
I094S 

Fruits,  Dried,  9948,  9949 

Furniture,  cons,  req.,  11242 

Globes,  geographical,  &c.,  9813 

Gloves,  cons,  req.,  10931 

Hay  and  Chaff,  eons,  req.,  10856,  10865 

Lantern  Slides,  Ac,  9934 

Paper  Patterns,  9807 

Playing  Cards,  9798 

Pulley  Blocks,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  10939 

Rails,  Fish  plates,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10952 

Shaft  bars,  9643 

Sheet  Lead,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  10936 

Stearine,  cons,  req.,  10849 

Timber,   9428,   9466,   9471.   0172.  Q54a, 

Q54')»  9562;  cons,  req.,  11252,  11601 
Vehicles,  9827,  9831 
Wicker,  Bamboo,  4c.,  n.e.i..  0565 
Wood  articles,  9576,  9577,  9578 
Work*  «f  Art.  cons,  req.,  11607 


Pulsford,  Senator  "E.,— continued. 
Defence  : 
Expenditure,  suffly,  11689,  12141 
Naval  Agreement,  q,,  10251 
Sandy  Bay  Range,  suffly,  11697 
Small  Arms  and  Cordite  Factories,  suffly, 
1689.    1692.    1693,    1694,    1695,  11689. 
1 1692-6 

Eastern  Extension  Telegraph  Co.,  sufflv 
10389 

Estimates,  late  presentation  of,  suffly  lomi 
Excise  Tariff   (AgriculturBl  Machiner^)  Act. 

q.f  1X221 

Excise  Tariff  Bill,  com..  Schedule  :  (Tobaceol. 

tooiS;  (Glucose),  10026 
Excise  Tariff  (Starch)  Bill,  com.,  (starch  from 

imporied  rice),  12106 
Financial     Policy    of    Govemment,  tuffly, 

10276;  relations,  Commoowealth  and  States, 

suffly,  1 1485,  11490-7 
Foreign  Trade,  suffly,  11487-8 
Iniinigation    Restriction,    q.,    9633 ;  suffly. 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  xtu,  iaoo6; 

com.   (who  may  receive  pensions),  13027; 

(persons  disqualified),  12027,  1*030 
Land    Purchases    by    Government,  suffiy, 

11689,  11692-7 
Norfolk  Island,  suffly,  114S6 
OflScers  Compensation  Bill,  aB.,  loocc:  com.. 

(short  title),  10058  " 
Parliament  House :  Sanitation,  q..  963a 
Patent  and  Trades  Marks,  g..  11301,  iiogc 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 

Administration,  suffly,  11489 

Sites  for  Offices,  sufky,  11693 
Privilege,  procedure.  Select  Coraciittee, 

10259 

Senate,  Rights  of,  obs.,  1x684 
■  Snips'  Stores,  q.,  10251 

Statistical  Branch,  suffly,  10306 

Sugar  Bounties,  sufpy,  11489 

Supply  Bill  {No.  I)  1908-9,  2R.,  12141 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  sk.,  iiSSo;  ccm.  (com- 
mencement) ,  1 1905,  1 1907 ;  (provisions  in 
lieu  of  expired  provisions),  11909 

Suspension  of  Standing  Orders,  g.,  12100 

Tariff ; 

New  Bills  Relating  to,  q.,  11863 
Preference  Policy,  suffly,  1148- 
Thanks  to  officials,  adj.,  11700 

Tokio  Exhibition,  11383 

Trust  Funds,  q.,  10252 

Quick,  Hon.  Blr  John,  Kt.,  £endi^. 

Australian  Industries  Preservatira  Bill,  e»m. 
(burden  of  proof),  913a;  (answers  to  qnes- 
tions),  9214,  9215 

Bounties  Bill,  as.,  804;  c«m.,  First  Schedule 
(olives)  1114;  (coffee),  laii 

Budget,  m.,  2153 

Business,  order  of,  adj,,  6521 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  int.^  12079 
•  Customs  Tariff  Bill,  3X.,  7469;  cons,  req., 
(Slipper  Forms),  iro68;  (Catalogues,  &c), 
11071;  (Advertisements,  &c.),  11087;  (P»P«' 
and  Stationery),  1 1091;  (Oils),  11118; 
(Timber),  iiibi,  11165;  (Works  of  Art), 
11185,  "i90>  (Cnitains  and  Blinds),  11438, 
11440,  11442;  (Electrical  Mactiinery),  11444; 
(Gloves),  11460;  (Piece  Good&),  11463, 
11465.  11528,  ii533irW<V«9XJi^Di«fces), 
11557-    {See  Tariff  Re tolWilMiyC^f tonu). ) 


July  3,  2907,  to  June  5,  2908. 


ci 


Quick,  Hon.  Sir  John,  ZU—eontiimed. 

Defence  : 

Bendigo  Infantry,  1867 

Cadets,  g.,  11097 

Eastei  Encampment,  g.,  9193 

Light  Horse,  Victorian,  f.,  11385.  "156 

Militia,  supfiy,  8850 

Rifle  Clubs,  tuffly,  8850-1 

Scheme,  Goremment,  suffiy,  8S50,  11417 

West  Shelbourne  Rifle  Club,  j.,  8926 

Electoral  Registrars,  Allowance  to,  tuffly,97f>o 

Estimates,  Additional,  sufply,.it^i,  11417 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  xi.,  7481 

Federal  Capital,  f.,  10135 

Historical  Records,  Australian,  suffly,  9489 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2K.,  6241 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  adj.,  a43-4.  59»;  2  ' 
307,  408,  588 

01d>age  Pensions  Appropriation  Bill,  com,  (Ap- 
propriation), 13096 

Parliamentary  Allowance  Bill,  m.  (to  fix 
second  lending),  1925;  aa.,  1980 

Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  com.  (dis- 
obedience), iao66;  (refusing  to  be  sworn), 
i3o68,  I 207 I 

Petition,  forged  signatures,  Committee's  re- 
port, 6094 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 
Committee  oif  Inquiry,  q.,  9477 

Postal  Service : 
Letter  Carriers,  suffly,  8851 
Non-delivery  of  Letters,  g.,  9475,  9766 

Printing  Committee,  Report,  m.,  404,  974 

Privilege,  Procedure,  Select  Committee,  nr., 
11328;  obs.,  11701;  ad.  ref.f  13044 

Preferential  Trade,  Budget^  2164-9 

Public  Service  Bill,  3R.,  13064 

Public  Service : 
Injured    Officers,    Compensation,  suffly. 
"444 

Quarantine  Bill,  ai.,  514;  com.  {scope  of 
quarantine),  1436;  (proclamation  of  ports), 
1548,  1559;  (CfOvenior>GeneraI  mav  direct 
State  laws  to  cease  to  apply),  1771 

Supply  ; 

External  Affairs  (tendon  Offices),  9489 
Home  Affairs  (Electoral  Office),  9768 
Postmaster-General  (Gratuities),  11401 
Works  and  Buildings  (Defence),  11417 

Supply  Bill  (No.  «;),  m.,  88w 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  ax..  11732 

Tariff : 
Budget^  2153 

Commission's  recommendations,  g.,  1868 
Commission's  Reports,  exfl.,  256a 
Definition  of  British  manufacture,  oAs.,  7440 
Government  proposals,  g.,  1748 
Minutes  of  Evidence,  g.,  6418 
Mew  Protection,  Budget,  3172-3 
Newspaper  information,  976 
Paints,  duty,  g.,  2232 

Preference,  British  Imports,  Budget,  2164-6 
Timber  duties,  g.,  6420 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 
Advertisements,  sc.,  com.  reg.,  11087 
Agricultural,  &c..    Machinery,  6553,  6562, 
6564 

Arms,  6033,  6036,  6037 

Bicycles,  Ste.,  7275 

Blacking,  &c.,  6851 

Books,  n.e-i.,  7269 

BooU,  ftc,  7158 

Battles,  empty,  6940,  6945,  6947 


Quick,  Hon.  Sit  John,  Kt.—eoHtifiued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)— continusd. 
Casks,  &c.,  713a 

Catalogues,    &c.,    7173,    7176,    7183,  7187; 

cons,  reg.,  11071 
China,  &c.,  6898 

Commonwealth  and  State  Government  Im- 
ports, 7422,  7440 

Curtains  and  Blinds,  cons,  reg.,  11438. 
1 1440-2 

Discs  for  agricultural  implements,  745a 
Electrical    machinery,    6S00,   6801,    6807 ; 
cons,  reg.,  11444 
*  Engines,  &c.,  6709,  6715 
Essential  oils,  6999 
Firebricks,  ftc,  6910 
Furniture,  &c-,  7002,  7018 
Fuse,  7383 

Glassware,  n.e.i.,  6923 

Glass,  polished,  &c.,  6932 

Gloves,  cons,  reg.,  11460 

Glue,  ftc,  6951,  6952 

Hogsheads,  7135 

Insecticides,  ftc,  6980 

Iron,  plate  and  sheet,  6531,  6546,  6547 

Jewellery,  7143.  7»47»  7»48.  7^5° 

Lamps,  ftc,  6039,  6040,  6044,  6045,  6047, 

6048 
Lasts,  7126 

Leather  manufactures,  7164,  7165 
Leather,  745a 

Liquid  removers,  ftc.  6895 

Machinery  and  Machmes  and  Machine  Tools, 

6733>  0739.  6741 
Machinery  and  parts,  6109 
Mining  engines,  ftc,  6773,  6784,  6793,  6797, 

6798 

Motive  power  machinfry,  6656,  6661,  6664 

Nails,  6607,  6616 

Naphthalene,  6977 

Newspaper,  7196,  7205,  7213 

Oils,  6861,  6863,  6874;  cons,  reg.,  11118 

Paper  and    stationery,    7214,    7222,  7235, 

7238;  cons,  reg.,  11091 
Paints  and  colours,  6877,  6881,  6884,  6886, 

6889 

Photograph  frames,  &c.,  7125 
PUnos,  7347.  7350 

Piece    Goods,    cans,    reg.,    11463,  11405 

11528,  11533 
Printing,  Hcc,  inks,  7262 
Reaper  and  binder  twine,  7378 
Roasting  Dishes,  ftc,  eons,  reg.,  11557 
Saccharin,  6975 
Saws,  ftc,  ^49,  6753 
Shook*,  7136,  7138 
Slipper  Forms,  eons,  reg.,  11008 
Stained  Glass  Windows,  6912,  6921 
Steam  road  rollers,  ftc,  6679,  6700,  6703 
Stone  and  marble,^  6964*  SgiSD 
Tanks,  6621' 
Tiles,  6907 

Timber,  ftc,  7021,  7059,  7086,  7101,  7103 
7105,  7106;  eons,  reg,,  11161,  11165 

Varnishes,  6892 

Vehicles,  7289 

Weighing  machines,  6639 

Works  of  Art,  cons,  reg.^  11185,  IJ190 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Telegraphs : 

Insulators,  Kaolin  clay,  g.,  3853,  5911 
Telephones  ; 

Extension  in  Rural  DistrictsT'W^Wv.  £8c2 

Melbourne  to  SydB^^a*j^!^^E^1 


ou 
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Held.  Rt.  Hob.    G.  H..  P.O.  K.C..  East 

Sydney: 

Address-iD.Reply,  m.,  206 
Advertisiog  Australia,  g.,  10754,  "051 
^21^'*"'*'  I"*!*'  cultivation.  Budget, 

American  Fleet,  g.,  10607 
Australian   Industries  Preservation  Bill.  2s 
8963.  9o»i 

Bounlies  Bill,  first  schedule  (New  Zea- 

laod  flax),  ,090;  (jute),  10Q2;  (mohair). 
f°95,  1103;  (copra).  1106;  (olives),  iraa; 
(Hinflower  seed),  „86;  (rice).   1188;  (frmts 

second  schedu  e,  1320-i.a;  (specifica- 
tion of  bounties),  1385,  13S8:  (regulations), 
1390.  139a;  3"-.  1393 

British  Party  Politics,  Australian  Interfer- 
ence,  address,  aio-ti 

British  Trade,  address,  ai6 

Budget,  2124 

^"^""r  °^         Session,  sufply,  8831;  ais., 

Capital  and  Labour,  Relations  of.  addwe^s, 
207-8 

Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  2R.,  387a: 
(tasanon  by  States),  3889  ' 
Customs   Tariff   Bill,   ««.  (hats,  ftc). 

"465;  ^addmgs,  &c.).  Uj^.  ,0640;  (soiks 
&C.J,  10643.    10647;    ("•ns.    41c.).  ,0656 
t^»^"lt"r»'  impiements,  &c.),  ,0660,  10^2, 
10664,    10671;    (motive    power  machinery), 
10675,     10681,     10685;     (manufactures  of 
metals),  10689;  (aluminium  goods),  10707: 
(rock  drills),   10723;   (electrical  machines), 
P.O.,  10737-8,  10741;  (locks),  10776,  10781, 
10790;  (standards,  &c.),  10800.  10801,  1080a 
"549;  (wheels),  10805;  (wire),  10812;  (oils), 
10818,    10828,   10881.    10882.     10894.  10895 
Ip.o.,  10974     "0975).    »0979,    11099,  "104. 
"55*  J  (rooang  tiles,  4c.K  loooa;  (scientific 
apparatus),    10906;     (msecticides),    11002 ; 
(furniture),  iioii;  (slipper   forms),  11068; 
(catalogues,  &c.),  1107 1 ;  (directories,  Ike). 
11076;   (advertisements,  &c.).   11083;  (sheet 
lead,  &c.),   11443;  (gloves),  11460;  (pulley 
lead   &c  ),  10685,  f;0.,  11541.  "544;  (rails, 
ftsnplates),  10749;  (roastmg  dishes),  10904; 
«.,  10805,  "425-     {See  Taritt  Resolutions 
(Customs).) 
Defence  : 
Au'^tral^an  Navy,  address,  215 
Military  Organization,  address,  ate 
Minister's  Letters  on,  a.,  12041 
Naval  Agreement,    address,  215;  Budget, 
2127-9 

Officers,  active  service  of,  q.,  2122 

Officers,  training  of,  addresi,  215 

Scl^me,     Governmenl,    q.,    8813;  sufply. 

Departmental   Administration,    Central ixation 
supply,  8825-6 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill,  0., 
_6og5 

OominioD   of   New   Zealand,  congratulations. 

38«i3 

txcise  Exemption,  y.,  4200 

Excise   Tariff   Acts,   standard    of   wa^es  9 

6097  {see  New  Protection) 
F,xeise  Tariff   (Agricultural   Mackinery)  Act, 

7..  6229 


Reid,  Right  Hod.  G.  H.,  P.O.,  K.C. —eaatimed. 
Federal    Capital,   address,    213-4;  •d/,,  306; 
1279,  8814;  supply,  8823-5,  8933  {see  Seat 
of  Government  Bill) 
Financial      Relations,      Commonwealth  and 
States,  Budget,  2126-7,  2129-30;  ■».,  10808; 
11787-9 

Forrest,  Sir  John,  personal  explanation,  11706 

Government,  position  of.  Budget,  2134-5; 
piy,  10434,  10461,  to^7 

Grievance  Day,  10404 

High  Court  a«  Final  Court  of  Appeal,  ad- 
dress, 214-5 

House,  Rights  of,  ■».,  11425 

Imperial  Conference,  address,  200-11,  216-;; 
ff..  298  i 

Income  Tax,  Federal  Salaries  and  Allowaaces, 
address,  214-5 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pennons  BUI,  11916 
{see  Old-age  Pensions) 

Judiciary  Bill,  3R.,  3855 

Kalgooriie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  addrets, 
"5 

Kalgooriie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Sttrvey 

Bill,  mes^  637 
Kingston,  RigH  Hon.  C.  C,  death  of,  m., 

11047 

Labour  Party,  address,  207;  Budget,  2125 

Linlithgow,  Marquis  of,  death  of,  m.,  8819 
Mails  : 

Mail    Contract,    cancelled,    address,   an -3; 
„  ^tt'y,  1869;  g.,  4279,  5908,  6098 
aervicc  to  Europe,  adj.,  605;  g.,  4309,  4519, 
49S7>  59°8;  m.,  to  print  contract,  6124 
Maitland  Coal   Miners :  Fostmaster-Gcoenl, 
88t8 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  mes.,  5913; 

2R.,  6032,  6139 
Maugcr,  Mr.,  speech  by,  jr.,  8818 
Minister  of   Trade  and   Customs,   actions  ia 

Europe,  address,  209-11 
Ministers,    disclosure   of   their   relations,  f., 

11706 

Newspaper  Mtsrepreseotatioiis,  expl.,  693 
New  Protection  (Tariff)  : 

Ale,  Porter,  and  other  Beer,  39S9,  413s 

General  Application,  f.,  6230 

[Vide  Excise  Tariff,  Sec.) 
Norfolk  Island  Bill,  11795 
Northern  Territory,  Budget,  2132-3 
Old-age  pensions,  Budget,  2131-2  (see  lavaRd 

and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill) 
Opium,  Importation  of,  3234 
Opposition,  position  of.  address,  207 
Parliament  : 

Slanders  on,  p.o.,  10974;  "t^-^  '0975;  I'i-f-i. 
10979,  11104;  q-,  11017 
Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  earn,  (publication), 

11674;  (°0  BCtion  for  libel),  X1674;  (aolhoit- 

tation  to  print),  11675 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  m.,  1894;  ai., 

1982;  cam.,  (amount  of  allowance),  tvf»t. 

"997 

Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  21.,  3808 
Parties,  Political,  State  of,  address,  ao6-7 
Population  of  Australia,  Budget,  3125-4 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 
Cabinet    Committee,    q.,    10177;  ^tf^7* 
I0181-4,     10203-4,     <°434-4' :  MiaisierUl 
statement  {m.s.o.),   ii629<3o;  ehs.,  Iifijfi*. 
"655 

Centralization,  supply* 
Commissttm,  [i^^ims' 
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«eid.  Right  HoA.  G.  H.,  P.C.,  K.C.~eciaimud. 
Pan  and  Telegnoh  Departmeat — continued. 
Receipts    and  Expenditure,  suffly.  10199, 

I0203 

Royal  Commission,  suffly  {p.o.,  10404), 
10434-41,  X0461 ;'  Miaifterial  statement, 
sufpiy,   10467    {m.t.9.,    11639-30.  11636), 

"655 
Postal  Service  : 

Boy  Labour,  supply,  1043S 
Em^tryii,  NuraoM  of,  sufply,  10200-1 
Prohibition  of  CorrespoideDce,  supply,  10335 
Salaries,  supply^  88u 

fTcfereatial  Trade,  addreis,  309-11,  216-7; 
Budget,  3138,  aa4i 

Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4576,  4790,  4040. 
4970,  4990 

f  remicrs*  Conference,  official  report,  f., 
12040 

Prime  Minister,  abBcace  of,  ds.,  193 ;  ad- 
dress, 306;  Budget,  3134;  actioDsof,  ia  Eng- 
land, address,  309-11;  ex^.,  693^;  Acting 
Prime  Minister,  g.,  297 

Printing  Committee,  m.,  3230 

Privilege,  Select  Committee  on  Procedure,  re- 
port, m.,  11703 

Prosperity  of  Australia,  Budget,  3135,  3139 

Public  Service  : 

Commissioner,  supply,  10437-8 
Officers*  Celebration,  party  complexion,  sup- 
ply, 8832 

•QuArsQtine  Bill,  cons,  amdts.,  8939,  8949 

Revenue  Returns,  q.,  10751 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  2B.,  10311  (see  Fede- 
ral Capital) 

Senate  Vacancy,  South  Australia,  address,  214; 
supply,  8855-9 

Shipping  Combine,  Alleged,  ad}.,  3950; 
e*pl.,  39SS-6 

Standing  Orders,  suspension,  supply,  8863 

Sugar  Bounty,  Budget,  2130-1 
Supply  : 

Postmaster-General   (Central   Staff),  10181, 

loiQg  ip-o.,  10213-3),  10235 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2).  ad.  rep.,  1869 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  int.,  5784 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  m.,  8821,  8855,  8859 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  int.,  goto;  eons,  mes., 
1 1670 ;  3K.,  I  j$33 ;  ccm.,  (corameacemeni), 
11861;  (Payments  to  Trust  Accounts),  11862 

Tariff  ■ 

Address,  207-11,  217 
Budget,  2124,  2133-43 

Commission's  Recommendations,  g.,  1865 
Duties,  Collection  of,  j.,  11053 
Prce-trade  Cause,  alleged  betrayal  of,  sup- 
ply, 4112 

Tree-traders,  attitude  of,  supply^  3992-3 
Industries,  Preferential  Treatment  of,  sup- 

ply,  4846 
Machinery  Exemptions,  adj.,  4461 

New   Protection,   Budget,   3141-3;  supply, 

3*>90-7»  4"3-7>  4132;  4*00 
Order  of  Consideration,       4380;  m.,  4327 

(P.O.,  4330),  4JS4 
Progress  Report  on  Requests,  n.,  10805 
Taxatitm,  Increase  of,  supply,  .4989-90 
Wre-netting,   supply,   4133,    4125;  prece- 
dence to  Uem,  4123,  4125,  4327,  4354 


Reid,  Right  Hon.  G.  H..  P.C.,  Yi.C.—eoiitinmri. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 
AdvertiseneBts,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  11063 
Agricultural    Machinery,  &c.,   6055;  coiu, 

req.,  10660,  10662,  i°664,  10671 
Ale,  Porter,  aad  other  ueer,  3989,  4113, 

4123,  4135,  4132 
Aluminium  Goods,  cons,  req.,  10707 
Amylic  Alcohol  and  Fusel  Oil,  4137 
Animals,  4769  (p.o.,  4772) 
Apparel,  5616 

Anns,  &c.,  6035;  eons,  req.,  10656 

Bags,  Ac,  m.,  to  report.  573a 

Biscuits,  477g<8o 

Blankets,  &c.,  5725 

Blue,  4782,  4790 

Brasswoik,  &c.,  6118 

Candles,  4940,  4969,  4970 

Catalogues,  Ac.,  eons,  req.,  11071 

Cosies  and  Cushions,  5741 

Directories,  &c.,  cons,  rtf.,  11076 

Dutiable  Hachinerv  proclaimed,  6it2 

Electrical  Machines,  cons.  req.  (p.o.)  10731' 

Furniture,  cons,  req.,  iioii 

Gloves,  cons,  req.,  11460 

Hats,  &€.,  eons,  req.,  10611,  10615 

Hay  and  Chaff,  5434 

Insecticides,  eons,  req.,  X1002 

Lamps,  &.C.,  6040,  6048 

Locks,  cons,  req.,  10776,  10781,  10790 

Machine  Tools,  6112 

Machinery  and  Parts,  6103 

Manufactures  of  Metals,  eons,  req.,  10689 

Milk,  $507>  55>8 

Motive  Power  Machinery,  eons,  req.,  10675* 
10681 

Oils,  cons,  req.,  10818,  10828,  to88l,  1088a, 
ic«94,  10S95,  (P.O..  10974,  10975);  »<'979» 
11999,  11104,  '1552 
Parasols,  eons,  req.,  10620 
Piece  Goods,  5805,  5824,  5837,  5840,  5842, 
S844  (^>.f.,  5846-50),  5851,  5914;  cons,  req., 
10626,  10628,  (p.o.,  10627),  11461,  11465 
Pulley  Blocks,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  10685;  ^•'•) 

11541,  11544 
Rails,  Fish  Plates,  eons,  req.,  10749 
Roasting  Dishes,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  10904 
Rock  Drills,  cons,  req.,  107x3 
Hoofing  Tiles,  ftc,  cons,  req.,  10903 
Scientific  apparatus,  cons,  req.,  10906 
Sheet  Lead,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  11443 
Slipper  Forms,  cons,  req.,  tto68 

Soap,  5S45.  554^ 

Socks,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  106431  10647 

Standards,  &c,   eons,   req.,   10800*  10801* 
10802,  11549 

Starch,  &c.,  5547 

Stearine,  ftc*  5154 

Textiles,  &c.,  n.e.i.,  5632,  5633 

Tobacco,  4230,  4302,  4304 

Wadding,  &c.,  cons.  ftq..  10635,  ><>640 

■Wheels,  eons,  req.,  10805 

Wine,  4140,  4141,  4201 

Wire-netting,  4443  (p.o.,  4455),  4563,  4576 

Wire,  cons,  req.,  108x2 

(See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Exdae)  : 

Cigarettes,  4333 

SUrch,  5548,  5550 
Vacancy  in  Senate,  Soath_  .^'^V^l^t^f^''"^ 

3144;  supply. 
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RnaMll,  Senator  B.  J.,  Vietoria : 

Addreis-iQ-Reply,  m.,  393 

Agricultnral  Implement  Makers  Unioa,  adj.t 

5493  (A"-.  549s), 
Appiopiiatioo  Bill,  yt.,  10393 
Appropriation   (Works   and   BuildiDgs)  Bill, 

an.,  3848 

Australian  Industries  Freserration  Bill,  2S., 
4606  i  com.  (Burdea  of  proof),  5037 

Bills  of  Excbaoee  Bill,  torn.  (States  duty 
stamps) ,  aaoi 

Bounties  Bill,  »m.,  First  Schedule  (rice), 
3486 

Child  I.abour,  adj.,  7790 

Coal  Combine,  alleged,  o^/.*  3693 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  com.t  Schedule : 

Apparel,  Ac,  8197 

Bicycles,  &c.,  9819 

Biscuits,  7666,  7675 

Blankets,  &c.,  8359  • 

Cresylic  Acid,  &c.,  9373,  9374 

Electrical  and  Gas  ApplianceSi  9050;  cons, 
req.,  11 598 

Engines,  &c.,  8689 

Fishing  Nets,  ftc.,  9917 

Glue,  8533 

Insecticides,  ftc,  9280,  9291;    eoni.  rtg.^ 
11239 

Iron  Pipes,  sc.,  9077 

Oils,  toMt.  req.,  11334 

Rubber,  Manufactures,  n.e.i.,  967a 

Steel  Wheels,  &c.,  9184 

Stripper  Harvesters,  8586 

Talking  Machines,  9657 

Tanks,  8614 

Timber,  9545;  cons,  req.,  11^4? 
Defence :   Compulsory  Training,  address,  393 
Defence  Bill,  as.,  5686 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 
earn,  (reference  of  question),  5656;  recom. 
(pending  petitions),  5777,  5780 

Excise  Tariff  Bill,  torn.  Schedule  :  (Glucose), 
10038 

Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural   Machinery)  Act, 

?■»  3049.  3»49.  7543.  7567:  adj.,  5764 
Excise  Procedure  Bill,  com.  (legal  representa- 

tion),  5119,  5132,  5127,  S"8;  3R.,  538a 
Financial     Relations,     Commonwealth  and 

Sutes,  tuffty,  3849 
Immigration ;  Encouragement,  address.  394, 

396 

Imperial  Conference,  -address,  393 
Income  Taxation,  Victoria,  m.,  1278 
Invalid    and    Old-age    Pensions    Bill,  al., 
13017;  com,   (investigation  by  Registrar), 
,  1*037 

Jumbunoa  and  Outtrim  Mines : 

Dismissals,  q,,  7926,  8104 
Labour  Conditions,  address,  3gj; 
Labour  Party,  charges  of*  extravagance,  suf- 

fiy>  3848.  3850 

Land  Tax,  address,  394. 

London    Offices    of    Commonwealth,  suffly, 

3848-q 

Mail  Contract  Cancelled,  address.  394-5 
Navigation  Conference,  address.  393 
Northern  Territory,  address,  393 
Officers  Compensation  Bill,  eem.  (J.  Wilson), 
10067 

Parliamentarv  Allowances  Bill,        2107;  earn. 

(amount  01  allowance),  2118 
Preferential  Trade,  address,  393 


Russell,  Senator  E.  l.—tasUiniud. 
Prime  Minister,  actions  of  in  England,  ei- 

dresst  393 
Tariff  : 
Address,  393 

Tobacco  Combine,  adj.,  2044 
Wages  in  Australian  States,  addrtts,  395 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones : 

Pole  Dressers,  q.,  8482,  8506,  8868;  smffljr. 
10393.4 

Underground  Workmen,  q.,  7927* 

BuBUll,  S«nator  W..  South  Awiralia  : 

Addxess-in-Reply,  m.,  140 
Adjournments  of  Senate,  supfly,  1934 
Advertising  the  Commonwealth,  suffly,  5894, 
6350 

Appropriation  (Works   and   Bnildiogs)  Bill, 
3913;  com..  Schedule  (Defence),  4042; 

(Post    and   Telegraphs),   4047;  (Cooiaoo- 

wealtb  Offices,  London),  4077 
Australian  Cattle,  Argentine,  q.,  59Sr 
Australian   Industries   Preservation  Bill,  sL, 

4599;  ad.  ref.,  s^H 
Ben  TUlett,  a.,  5083 

Bounties  Bill,  as.,  2443;  com.  (notice  «f 
conditions),  2782;  (regulations),  2855;  Fii« 
Schedule  (mohair),  3387 ;  (rice),  3469; 
(coffee),  3583,  3714;  (dates),  4384 

Caucus  Influence,  exfl,,  4085 

Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  cam.  (laxatiBft 
by  Sutes),  1576 

Compulsory  Repurchase  of  Land,  addrtu, 
142-4 

Cnrtoms  Tariff  Bill,  iB.,  7547 ;  sr.,  7595 ;  mm.. 
Scbednle : 
Agricultunl  machinery,  n.e.i.,  8579 
Ammonia  Condensor  Coils,  9170 
Apparel,  &c.,  n.e.i.,  8215 
Arrowroot,  7951 
Butter  and  Cheese,  '769S 
Carbide  of  calcium,  9^ 
Carpets,  ftc,  8274 
Electrical,  &c.,  appliances,  8898 
Fancy  Goods,  9651' 
Fire  extinguishers,  8774 
Ffuits,  &c.,  7811 
Furniture,  9361 
Glassware,  n.e.i.,  &c.,  8491 
Gloves,  eons,  req.,  10931 
Glue,  8518 

Grain  and  Pulse,  prepared,  7912 
Hay  and  Chaff,  7922}  cans,  req.,  toSs), 
10863 

Insecticide,  &c.,  028:4,  9290 
Iron  and  steel,  9188 
Iron  Pipes,  &c.,  9084 
Iron,  plate  and  sheet,  S563 
LampSj  8571 
Liquonce,  7760 
Meats,  ftc,  8013,  8015 
Milk,  8030 

Oilmen's  Stores,  S050 

Oils,  8440;  eons,  req.,  11230,  I1233 

Paints,  &c.,  8460,  8463 

Paper,  n.e.i.,  0760 

Piece  Goods,  8148;  f.a.,  816^,  8t66 

Rice,  8068 

Sausage  Casings,  8018 
Screws,  8782 

Steam  road  roUerfc^Sfifo  _|  _ 
Steel  wWidlife^ui.V^rtjOQie 
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Russell,  Senator  .—continued. 

Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schednle) — eetUinued. 
StoDe  and  Marble,  8535,  855a 
Stripper  Harvesters,  8583 
Tallow,  &c.,  S379,  8380 
Tanks,  8614 
Tea,  8109 

Timber,  9556;  eons.  req..  it6oi,  11604 
Voltoids  of  sal-ammoniac,  9379 
Weighing  machines,  8619,  8633 
Wicker,  Bamboo,  &c.,  D.e,i.,  9569 
Wire  Betting,  91^6 
Defence  : 
Easter  Encampment,  Nairn,  q.,  9137 
Officers,  suffly,  8006 
Rifle  Range,  Brisbane,  tuppiy,  4042 
Disputed  Electi<ms  and  Qualifications  Bill,  as., 

,S578;  recam.  (pending  petitions),  5778 
Division,  f.o.,  8165,  8166 
Electoral  Law  Amendment,  address,  146-7 
Excise  Procedure  Bill,  as.,  ^384 
Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural   Machinery)  Act, 
ad^.,  5768;  supply,  6328^  q.,  10930,  iiaai 
[see  New  Protection) 
Federal  Capital,  address,  146;    q.,  828  {see 

Seat  of  Government  Bill) 
Oovemment,  position  of,  address,  140-1 
Harvesters,  Price  of,  g.,  9796 
High  Commissioner,   q.,  3798.    (See  London 
Offices) 

Immigration,  address,  i^-6;  q.,  4244;  suffly, 

58<M-6 

Income  Tax,  Victoria,  m.,  1278 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  3K.,  12024 

{see  Old-age  Pensions) 
Judiciary  Bill,  torn,  (jurisdiction    of  High 

Court),  942;  exfl.,  1054 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augnsta  Railway,  address, 

r46 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port.  Augusta  Railway  Surrey 
Bill,  2R.,  1373;  COM.,  (obligation  to  con- 

struct),  f.o.,  1515 

Labour  Party,  address,  144 

Land    Settlement,    q.,  4044,  4707;  suffly, 

t.an^  Taxation,  address,  143-6 

Loudon  Offices,  Commonwealth,  suffly,  39i4> 

4077    {see  High  Commisiioner) 
New    Protection    (Tariff),    7547,    7595  {see 

Excise  Tariff,  &c.) 
Northern  Territory,  address,  141-3 
Old-age  Pensions,  address,  142;  q.,  9422  [tee 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill) 
Opposition,    Selection    of    Leader,  suffly, 

6327-8 

Parliamentary   Allowances   Bill,   cam.  (com- 
mencement), 21 19 
Parliament  Gardens,  suffly,  5884 
Post  Offices  : 

Unley,  suffly,  7547 

Gawfer,  9.,  508a,  7569 
Postal  Service : 

Letter-boxes,  residences,  suffly,  4047 

Office  hours,  q.,  5082 

Pillar-box  clearances,  suffly,  3914 

Sale  of  Stamps,  q.,  508a,  7569 
ljuarantiae  Bill,  earn,  (proclamation  of  ports), 

5335 

Reid,  Right  Hon.  G.  H.,  M.P.,  attendance 

in  Parliament,  address,  147 
Seat    of    Government  Bill,  q.,    t2ior  {see 
Federal  Capital) 


RuikII,  Senator  V/.—eemtiuued. 

Senate   Election,    South   Australia,  address, 

146-7;  S;  3364;  4396).  4797  i 

4893 

Standing  Orders  Committee,  m.,  37 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  iH.,  139 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  com.  (issue  and  applica- 
tion), 1934 

Su^ly  Bill  (No.  3),  eoM.  (schedule).  The  Par- 
liament, 5S84;  External  Affairs,  5894;  3R., 
5907 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  ie.,  6337;  com.,  6350 
Su^l^  Bill  (No.  5),  COM.,  Schednle  (Defence), 

Tariff  : 

Address,  141;  suffly,  3915-6 
Tobacco  Combine,  adj.,  2051;  m.i.a.,  3051 
Wire  Netting,  q.,  1814,  1936 

Salmon,  Hon.  C.  C,  Laantcoorit: 

Additional  Sitting  Day,  m.,  6519 
Advertising  Australia,  q.,  10754-5,  iii56;;3r^., 
11046 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  as., 
9113;  cam.  (definition),  9130;  (Burden  ef 
Proof),  9108;  g.,  9191 

Bounties  Bill,  afi.,  8ai 

Census  Statistics :  Representation  of  Victoria-, 

q.,  10484 
Chairman  of  Committees,  m.,  317 
Child  Mortality,  New  South  Wales,  q.,  3998 
Courtesy  Calls,  Official,  suffly,  9418 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  3R.,   7466 ;  cons,  req., 
(sago,  &c.),  10499;  l^^y         chaff),  10536; 
(matches),  10549.  "SSo.  "SS^,  10553;  (ap- 
parel),  10567;   (hats,   Ac),  10603 
1060^ ;  (arms,  &c.),  10658 ;  (motive  power 
machinery)  (^.0.,  10681),  10684,  )i536;,(mattu- 
factures    of    metals),    10691,    10698;  (rock 
drills),  1071a,  10725,  10729;  (electrical  ma- 
chines), f.o.,  10736-9;  (locks),  10798;  (oils), 
10915,   109S3,   iiiti;    (catalogues),  11073; 
(timber),     11 152;     (kinematographs,  &c.), 
11065;  (Hcht-pausrohpapier),  11171 ;  (hoists, 
patent),  10685         Tariff  Resolutions  (Cus- 
toms).) 
Defence  : 

Adult  Military  Training,  m.,  3255 
Appointments,  Military,  4200 
CadeU  Encampment,  q.,  9955 
Criticism  by  Lt.-CoI.  Onslow,  q.,  11703^ 
Disclosure  of  information,  q.,  12157 
Empire  Rifle  Matches,  q.,  11019 
Government  Policy,  adj.,  7540 
Guns,  lights,  &c.,  suffly,  3745 
Medical  Reserve  Corps,  q.,  0968,  10609 
MiliUry  Board,        3589,  3973,  7458 
New  "Service"  Bridle,  q.,  3852 
Officers*  records,  g.,  3334 
Reserve  Officers,  q.,  4518 
Rifle  Association,  Victoria,  q.,  3995 
Rifles,  supply,  q.,  ^337 
Training  of  Forces,  q.,  6035 
Federal  Capital,  q.,  10965 

Government    Business,   precedence,  m.,  2801 ; 
High  Commissioner,  g., 
Immigration,  suffly,  9416-7 
Inspector-General  of  Public  Works,  suffly, 
9787.  979= 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  >«•. 5S9?P^ 
New  Protection  (TSiSii^^d  by  V^OOy  IC 
Tobacco,  4308 
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Salmon,  Hon.  C.  C— tftfa/uiiftftf. 

Ncw«pap«f  advectisnnents,  g.,  3069 

Farliameot,  Reflections  od>  ois.,  10985,  mil 
ParliameataTy  Allowances  Bill,  m.,  1922 
Patent  Afediciaes  ackd  Secret  Oiugs,  m.,  888; 

expl.,  2313;  adj.  (P.O.,  3095),  3100 
PctitioiiS  coatainiog  iocorrect  statements,  p.o., 

2999 

Flumaer.  Mi.  J.,        10754-5;  exfl.,  11046 
Postal  Service  : 
Deputy  Postmaster-General,  Victoria,  smfpty, 
4850 

Privilege,  signatures  to  petition,  m.,  3412 

Procedure,  adj.,  9236 

Public  Service  : 
States  Officials,  Work  by,  7297 

Quarantine  Bill*  2i.,  523;  com.  (so^e  of 
quarantine),  1431,  145a;  (general  definitions), 
1536.  "544;  (proclamation  of  ports),  1550; 
(surveillance),  1719;  (quarantine  by  vessel), 
1721 ;  (power  to  destroy  animals),  1738; 
(liability  of  owners  and  agents  for  pro 
visions,  &c.,  for  quarantined  persons),  1730; 
(penalty  for  importing  contrary  to  proclama- 
tion), 1732 ;  (persons  may  M  vaccinated), 
1714;  (examination  of  imported  animals), 
1763;  exft.,  1764 

Rural  Industries,  development,  g.,  1215S 

Seizure  of  Japaneie  Goods  by  Customs,  g.t 
60:24 

Shipping  Combine,  alleged,  adj.,  3963 
Supply  : 

External  AlFairs  (Administration),  9416 
Home  Affairs  (Public  Works  Staff),  978"- 

<(7C)2 

The  I'arliamcnt  (Gardens),  8966 

Works  and  Buildings  (Treasury)  (f.c,  3595); 
(Defence),  3745 
Supply  Bill  (No.  a)  ad.  ref.,  1870 
Tariff  : 

Kerosene  Duties,  q.,  7299 

Progress  Report  to  Senate,  m.,  10817 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Agricultural    Machinery,    &c.,    6554,  6556, 

6557  6564 
Apparel,  eons,  reg.,  10567 
Arms,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10658 
Bags,  &c.,  m.  to  report,  s73J 
Blacking,  &c.,  685a 
Cameras,  Ac,  7393 
Carbon  Bisulphide  7^a 
Tarbonate  of  Ammonia,  6979 
Catalogues,  &c.,  7181 ;  eons,  req„  H073 
Commonwealth  and  State  Government  Im- 
ports, 7428 
Confectionery,  &c.  {-P.O.,  5218),  5256 
Cosies  and  Cushions,  5740 
Dry  Plates,  7395 

Electrical  Machines,  eons.  req..  f.o.,  10736, 

10739 
Engines,  &c.,  6716 

Fuse,  7388 

('•as  Analysis  Apparatus,  &c.,  6931,  6933 

Glucose,  4633 

Glue,  &c.,  6952,  6954 

Glycerine,  699S 

Governors,  Importations  for,  7421 
Grain  and  Pulse,  535a 

Hats,  ftc.,  5970,  5074;  eons,   req.,  10603; 

exfl.,  10605 
Hay  and  ChaflF,  5436;  eons,  req.,  10536 
Hoists,  Patent,  eons,  req.,  10685 
Insecticides,  6()79>  6981 


Salmon,  Hon.  C.  C. — <»mltmiud. 
Tarifi  Reaolu^oiu  ^jCmMamtlf—epmtiMui. 
Jewellety,  7144 

Kinematographs,  &e.,  eons,  req.,  11065 
Licbt-pausrohp^icr,  eons,  ttq.,  si  171 
r.iquid  Removers,  ftc,  6895 
Locks,  eons,  req.,  10798 
Maaufactnze  of  Metals,,  cam.  10691, 
1069ft 

Matches,  e^ns.   req.^   >0549i   x^SSOk  10552, 
10553 

Meats,  &c.,  5457,  54^8 
Milk,  55n 

Motive  Power  Machinery,  6^S;  e»ns,  ref., 

{f.o..  106S1),  10684,  11536 
Musical  Instruments,  7358 
Nails,  6601 

Oils,  6872;  eons,  req.,  10915,  10983,  11111 

Opium,  6995 

Paper  and  Stationery,  7239 
Piece  Goods,  5823  (f.o.,  5849) 
Roasting  Dishes,  &c.,  69^1 
Rock  Drills^  eons,  req.,  10712,  10725,  io-;i<t 
Rubber  Manufactures,  7161 
Rubber,  Waterproof  Piece  Goods,  Rebate, 
7413 

Sago,  &c.,  cons,  req,,  10499 
Scientific  Apparatus,  7409,  7410,  74x1 
Steam  Road  RoUer.  6681 
Stone  and  Marble,  6958 
Tanks,  6623 

Timber,  &c.,  7096;  eons.  req..  1115a 
Tobacco,  4296 
Tool  Handles,  7120 
Wine,  4142 

Wire  NettinR.  4571;  [f.o.,  4S74) 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Kxcise)  : 

Glucose,  4638 

Tobacco,   {f.o.,  \2Py,) 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones  : 

Forms,  telegraph,  y.,  L1704 

Guarantees,  telephone,  q.,  3589 

Underground  Wires,  q.,  10131,  10609 
Women's   Work   Exhibition,   supply,   1870-1 ; 

odj.,  4955  J  6673 

Sampson,  Mp.  8k,  Wimmrm  : 

Address-in-Repiy,  326 

Advertising     Resources     of  CommonwesJtk, 

supply,  9600 
Bounties     Bill,     aK.,     S97 ;     first  schedde 

(period),  1067;  (olives),  1111 
Breweries,  Registration  of,  q.,  9489 
Budget,  m.,  2964 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  int.,  12093 

Com  Sacks,  q.,  746a 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eons,  req.,  (bay  ani 
chaff),  10540;  (hats,  &c.),  to^SS;  (typr,  Ac, 
10709 ;  (oils),  10882 ;  (timber),  11033  - 
(printing  ink),  11094;  (directories),  11457 
(See  Tariff  Resolutions,  Customs) 

Defence  : 

Thursday  Island  Defences,  supply,  11367 
Electoral  Act :  Counting  of  Votes,  sufply,  qrr 
Estimates,  Additional,  supply,  11367,  11396 

Excise  Tariff  .Acts,  standard  of  wages,  f.. 
6089,  6098 

Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  MachijUen)  Act,  f-, 

6130,  7296;  adj.,  6369,  12163RC 
Federal  Capital,  address,  328  ~ 


July  S,  1907,  to  June  5  I90S. 


Sampson,  Mi.  S. — conHnued. 
Fioancial  Relations,  Commoawealtb  and  Sutesj 

High    Commissioner,    adirtss,    327 ;  suffly, 

8970 

Immigration,   address,  116-7;  Budget,  2965-7; 

sHffly^  8970,  9600,  9629;  q.,  11389 
Imperial  Conference,  addrets,  326 
Invalid     a-^d     Old-age     Pensions     Bill,  2R., 

11959;  ecm.   (persons  disqualified),  11973; 

{necessary  conditions),   11975   {see  Old-age 

Pensions) 
Irrigation,  address,  328-9 

iudiciary  Bill,  exft.,  ^853 
lalgoor'lie  to  Port  Ai^sta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  mes.,  619 
Land  Taxation,  suffly,  8972 
Mail  Contract,  cancelled,  q,.  13154 
Manufactures     Encouragement     Bill,  »n., 

(schedule),  13179 
Northern  Territory,  address,  327-8;  f.,  10524 
Old-age  Pensions,  q.,  irgtS  [see  Invalid  and 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill) 
Postal  Service  : 

Country  Facilities,  suffly,  10160-1 
Contract  0£Sces,  suffly,  11 396 
Post  and  Telegraph  De|>artmcnt,  Ministerial 

statement,  m.s.o.,  11634 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4783 
Quarantine  Bill,  aX.,  555;  C9m.    (general  de- 
finitions),  1541 ;   (examination  of  imported 
animals),  1723,  1724 
Session,  Work  of,  adj.,  laaoa 
Supply  : 

Kxternal  Affairs  fAdministration),  8970; 
(Miscellaneous),  9600,  9629,  11364 

Home  Affairs  (Electoral  Office),  9772 ;  (Mis- 
cellaneous), 11367 

Postmaster-General  :  (Central  Staff),  ioi6c 
1 1306 

Surpluf  Revenue  Bill,  2R.,  11762 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Bags,  &c.,  5646,  5737 

Blankets,  ftc,  jjyzo,  i;?38 

Blue,  4783 

Carbon  Bisulphide,  7393 
Confectionery,  Ac,  «;227 
Directories,  cons,  req.,  11457 

Fruits  and  Vegetables,  5279,  5282,  5330 

Hats,  &c.,  5957,  5974,  597S,  5976;  eons, 
req.,  10588 

Hay  and  Chaff,  cons,  req.,  10540 

Inaecticidei,  &c.,  6990 

Machinery    and    Machines,    and  Machine 

Tools,  6748 
Meats,  Ac,  54^7 
Milk,  5);ii 

Oils,  eons,  req.,  108S2 

Pianos,  7334 

Piece  Goods,  5829 

Printing  Ink.,  cons,  req.,  II094 

Rails,  &c.,  6827 

Kooffing  Tiles,  6906-8 

R'ce,  5532 

Tobacco,  4283 

Timber,  &c.,  7062;  cons,  req.,  11033 

Type,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10709  {see  Cnstoms 
Tariff  Bill) 
Tariff  : 

Address,  ^y^r 

Budget,  2065 

Consideration  of,  37'ii 
Temperature  Records,  q.,  8928 


Sampson,  Mr.  S. — continued. 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones : 

Ctiarges  for  Telephones,  suffly,  1139? 
Country  Facilities,  suffly,  10160-1 
Keraug  Telephone  Service,  g.,  10963 

Sayars,  Sanatop  R.  J.,  Queensland : 

Address -in-Reply,  m.,  378 
Advertising  Australia,  suffly,  5905-6 
American  Fleet,  visit  of,        11983,  12102 
Appropriation  Bill,  3R.,  10395 
Appropriation   (Works  and    Buildings)  Bill, 
2R.,  38i6,  3S41 ;  com.,  schedule  (Defence), 

4037.  4039.  4041 
Australian    Industries   Preservation    Bill,  as., 

4610;  com.  (Burden  of  proof),  [p.o.,  5044), 

5098,  5110,  5111;  ad.  ref.,  5184 
Australians,  Repatriation  of,  address,  386-7 
Bounties  Bill,  as.,  27^1 ;  (appropnationj, 

2768;  (bounties),  2769;  (notice  of  conditions), 

2781;  (regulations),  2854,  2858,  2863;  First 
.    Schedule  (tobacco),  4252,  4906;  (hsh),  4367, 

4273 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.  {presentment  of 

cheque),  3409 
Bounties,  address,  385 
Business,  State  of,  adj.,  1713 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  2I.,  12113 
Commonwealth  Salaries   Bill,   com.  (taxation 

by  States),  957 
Cotton  Industry,  Queensland,  address,  382-3 
Cotton-ginning   Machinery,  q.,  829 
Customs     Tariff     Bill,     2R.,     7620 ;  cam.. 

Schedule  : 

Adding   and   Computing   Machines,  cons, 

reg,.  10937 
Agricultural  Machinery,  8594 
Ammonia,  eons,  req.,  11338 
Arms,  8557 
Arrowroot,  7951 
Bananas,  7855 
Collee,  7779 
Cutlery,  8599 

Electrical  Appliances,  8896 
Engines,  &c.,  8677 
Fish,  780 r 
Fishing  Nets,  9918 
Fruits,  &c.,  7822 
Furniture,  9380 
Glue,  8503 
Glycerine,  &c,,  9297 
.Grain  and  Pulse,  prepared,  7917 
Hats,  &c.,  8207 

Hay  and  Chaff,  7938;  eons,  req.,  10861 
Insecticides,  ftc,  9386 
Lounges  and  Settees,  9387 
Machinery,  &c.,  8708 

Manufactures    of    Metals,    n.e.i.,  873c, 

8746;  (f.o.,  8749).  8756,  8763 
Matches,  8001 
Milk,  80:23 

Mining  Kngines,  &c.,  8790,  8795 
Motive  Power  Machinery,  8640 
Nuts,  8040 
Oils,  83QO,  8447 
Paints,  &c.,  846;; 
Piece  Hoods,  8r42,  8165,  8175 
Rails.  Fish  Plates,  &c,,  cons,  req.,  10954, 
10957 

Timblr75H63;^te^^^^l  1,2488^*^ 
Tobacco,  unmanufactured,  7647,  7648 
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Sayers,  Senator  R.  J. — continued. 

.  Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule)— f0iiA'Mr«^. 

Vegetables,  n.e.i.,  7873 

Weighing  Machines,  8023 

Wire  Netting,  9166 
Defence  : 
Australian  Navy,  address,  389-92 
Cadets,  address,  30a 
Eipenditure,  suffly,  12143 
Military,  address,  ^-91 
Navf  l  Agreement,  address,  383-4 
Protector,  address,  390 
Rifle  Clubs,  address,  391 ;  suffly,  13143 
Rifle  Range,  Brisbane,  suffly,  4037,  4039, 

4041 

Traa^rt  Waggons,  q.,  7704;  ebs.^  7843-4 
Division,  f.a.t  8165 

Electoral  Act  AmendmeDt,  address,  384-5 
Estimates,  late  presentation  of,  suffly,  10395 
Hours  of  Meeting,  m.,  8079 
Immigration  Encouragement,  address,   3S0-1 ; 

f»n^yf  590S-6 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  aK.,  12018; 

com.  (persons  disqualified),  12031 
Kaigoorlie  to  Fort  Augusta  Railw&y,  q..  11217 
Kalgooriie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Sttrrey 
Bui,  3K.,  1174;  com.    (power  to  make  sur- 
vey), 1484 

Labour  Conditions,  Charters  Towers,  address, 

378-9.  385 
Land  Settlement,  suffly,  5905-6 
Land  Taxation,  address,  379 
Ivondon  Offices,  Commonwealth,  jH^/Zy,  3826-8, 

3841-3;  8ro4 
Lone  Hand,  suffty,  12145 
Mail  Service  to  Enzope,  address^  387-8 
New  Protection  (Tariff),  7622;  g.,  11381-3 
Northern    Territory,   address,    381 ;  tuffty, 

1853-5 

Officers^   Compensation   Bill,   cam.  (Colonel 

Ricardo),  10060 
Paraguay  Coaununittic   Settlement,  addreut 

386-7 

Parliament  House,  Accommodation  for  Sena- 
tors, suffly,  8980;  Sewering  of,  g.,  9632 

Parliamentary   Papers  Bill,  com.,  (no  action 
for  publishing),  12135 

Personal  Explanation,  8979 

Postal  Service  : 
Departmental  Disorganization,  8917-9 
Letter  Carriers,  Queensland,  suffly,  1853 
Postmaster.  Gawler,  q.,  5082 
Queensland  Mails,  q.,  2031 ;  Cooktown,  g-* 
11987 

Working  Hours  of,  suffly,  1853.  1855 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department,  Royal  Com- 
mission, q.,  9136 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  m.,  9532;  q.,  9633, 

1I330 

Printing  Committee,  m.,  to  print  paper,  f.o., 
136;  m.,  to  adopt  report,  4465,  7843,  8225 

Public  Service  ; 
Centraliiatlon   of   Administration,  suffly, 
i8^2-3 

Inefficiency  of,  address,  383 

Working  hours  of,  suffly,  1855 
Quarantine  Bill,  2R.,  4^05 ;  rffm.  (proclamation 

of  norts),  5492 
Questions,  answers  to,  suffly,  1851 
Repjitriated  Australians,  387 
Senate  Election,  South  Australia,  m.,  4804 
Standing  Orders,  Amendment  of,  11^7.,  2623 
State  Guarantee :  Losses,  suffly,  12138 


Sayezs,  Senator  R.  }.—£ontinued. 
Sugar  Industry,  address,  381 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  1851;  earn,  (t 

and  application),  1941 
Supoly  Bill  (No.  3),  com.,  schedule  (Extemal 
Affairs), 

Supj>ly  Bill  (No.  5),  ik.,  8917;  cam.,  Sdie. 

.  dule  (Parliament),  8980 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i)  1908-9,  ie.,  12138;  at, 

12142;  earn,  (schedule),  12145 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2K.,  11900 
Tariff,  address,  379,       ;  suffly^  1943 
Telegraphs  and  Telephone  Service : 

Cypher    Telegrams,  q.,   1330,   1927,  2029. 
2031;  adj.i  1685-7;  suffly,  1851-2 

Departmental  Disorganisation,  Sgiy^g 

Telegraphic    Communication,  Qneoislani, 
suffly,  13138 
Tobacco  Combine,  m^.*.,  3052 
Voting  Machines,  m.,  1374 
Wages  in  Australian  Statet,  address,  378-9 

Sinolalr,  Mr.  H.,  Mortton: 

Advertising  Resources  of  Australia,  suffly, 
9626 

Aadresa*in-Reply,  m.,  329 

Australian  Cattle  for  Argentine,  6677 
Bounties,  address,  330 

Butter  Grading,  address,  334-6 ;  q.,  4640, 
4958 

Chinese  Immigration,  address,  336 

Coastal  Lights,  address,  334 

Commerce  Act,  address,  334-6 

Cora  Sacks,  size  of,  10753 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eons.  req.  (vegetables), 
10530;  (Standards,  ftc),  10799;  (Scientibc 
Apparatus),  ro9o6-7,  i09<>8;  (Timber),  11146, 
11151,  iii53>  11162;  (Curtains  and  Blinds), 
11440  (j»  Tariff  R^lutions  (Costomsj) 

Defence : 
Rifle  Ranges,  suffly,  3449 

Electoral  Law  Amendment,  address,  333 

Excise  Tariff  (Agricoltural  Machinery)  Act, 
address,  333-4;  suffly,  5705  [see  New  Pro- 
tection) 

Farm  Implements,  Eiccise  Tariff  Act,  address. 
334 

Financial     Relations :     Commonwealth  tad 

State,  address,  331 
Immigration,  address,  336;  suffly,  9626 
Imperial  Conference,  address,  329-30 
Invalid   and  Old-age   Pensions    Bill,  earn., 

medical   examination),  11978    {see  Old-age 

Pensions) 

Kanakas,  Repatriation,  address,  333 
Mails  : 

Contractors,  Payment  of,  q.,  2313,  5520 

Service  to  Europe,  331-3 
New  Protection  (Tariff),   4f09.i2,   4644  {tee 

Excise  Tariff) 
Northern  Territory,  address,  131 
Old-age   Pensions,  address.   331    {see  Invalid 

and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill) 
Petitions,  Prayers  of  Petitioners,  3619 
Post  Offices  : 

Beaudesert,  suffly,  3531 

Brisbane,  suffly.  3531 

Gatton,  suffly,  3531 

Lighting  of,  suffly,  3531 

Railway,  sufflv.  353»  ^r\nlf> 
Postal  Rates  Bill,  I05a4^t'gie 

Preferential  Trade,  address,  339 


July  3,  2907t  to  June  o,  liKiS. 


SiDclair,  Mr.  H. — eeniinued.  . 

Preferential  Trade  (TariffJ,  ^aji 
Prime    Minister,    Actions   oi    in  Eogland, 

address^  339-30 
Queensland  Ettate  Elections,  address,  329 
Shipping  Combine,  alleged,  adj.,  3936 
States  Debts,  address^  331 
Sugar  Bounties,  address,  330-1 
Supply  : 

External  Affairs  (misceUaneous),  9626. 
Attorney-General  (Secretary's  Office),  9727 

Works  and  Buildings  (Trade  and  Customs), 
3446 ;  (Defence),  3449 ;  (Post  and  Tele- 
grapbs,  Queensland)  3511 ;  (Telegraph  and 
Telephones,  Queensland),  3554 
Tariff: 

Address,  330,  333-4 

Antimony,  Duty  00,  q.,  rii57 

Petition  of  Music  Teachers,  3619 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Ale,  Porter,  and  Other  Beer,  4109 

Arrowroot,  5445 

Boots,  ftc.,  7158 

Churns,  &c.,  0569 

Coffee,  Sc.,  5364 

Confectionery,  &c.,  5253 

Curtains  and  Blinds,  eons,  req.,  X1440 

Fish,  5278 

Glucose,  4638 

Grain  and  Pulte,  5353 

Hay  and  Chaff,  5431 

Hogsheads,  7136 

iewellery,  7150 
.asts  and  Trees,  7126 
Leather  Manufactures,  7168 
Marine  Engiaes,  6660 
Milk,  SSI  a 

Newspaper,  7196  {f-a.^  7209),  7212 
Paper  and  Stationery,  7342 
Parchment,  7267 
Salt,  (;.>;4o 

Scientific    Apparatus,    cons,    req-,  10906-7, 
10908 

Standards,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  10799 
Sugar,  4765 

Timber,   eons,   req.,   1 1 146,   1 1 151,   > >  1531 
rii62 

Tool  Handles,  7123,  7124 
Vegetables,  cons,  req.,  xo^ao 
[See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 
Glucose,  4644 
Starch,  5548,  5556 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones  : 
Brisbane  and  Sydney,  q.,  6677 
Country  Districts,  Extension,  supply,  3SS45 

q.,  10464 
Guarantees,  supply,  1S3* 
Guarantees,  Telephone,  q.,  12042 
Insulators,  q.,  11181 
Telephones,  Country  Towns,  q.,  10464 
Tra'wler,  supply,  3446 

Smith,  Hon.  Bruoe,  K.C.,  Parker  : 

Address-in-RepIy,  m.,  408 

Additional  Sitting  Days,  m..  6516 

Adjournment.  Special,  m.,  6503 

Amending  Bills,  q.,  12039 

Bankruptcy  Bill,  4.,  Z087-8,  1281 

Bounties  Bill,  cam,.  First  Schedule  (tobacco 
leaf  I,  raaS;  (fish),  1304;  recom.  (specification 
of  bounties),  1384,  1389;  3R.,  1403 

British  Party  Politics,  Australian  Interfer- 
ence,  address,  440-41 


Smith,  Hon.  Bruce,  K.C. — continued. 
Budget,  m.  {f-o.,  2655),  3708,  2743 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bili,  int.,  12080; 

earn,  (appropriation),  12095 
Closure,  6593 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eons,  req.,  m.,  10503; 
(stearine,  &c.),  ■OS07;   (locks,  &c.),  10793; 
(standards),     10799;    (oils).    10830,  10880. 
10982;   (machinery,   rebate   for   Home  con- 
sumption),   11206.    [See  Tariff  Resolutions 
(Customs).) 
Debate,  Adjournment  of,  p.o.,  10427 
Defence  : 
Captain  Collins,  q.,  9476 
Correspondence,    Biitisb     authorities,  q., 
12041 

Estimates,  Reduction  of,  address,  449-50 
Military  Engineer,  q.,  3793,  2^7 
Naval  Agreement,  address.  450-4;  1283, 
2689,     3300,    3432,    4309,    10310,  10523. 
t22oo;  supply,  11413 

Naval  Base,  address,  452 
Naval  Operations,  Victoria,  q.,  3431 
Naval  Policy,  q.,  9686,  9767;  supply^  11413 
Officers,  exchange  of,  address,  449 
Organizatira,  address,  450 
Rifles  and  Ball  Cartridge,  q.,  9478 
Empire  Free-trade,  q.,  6tit) 
Federal  Capital,  m.,  313;  Budget,  2731 ;  q., 

10463.    {See  Seat  of  Government  Bill.) 
Financial     Relations :     Commonwealth  and 
States,    Budget,    3715-9,    3721-3,  2738-31, 
3737-40,  2742;        10524,  10876,  10964 
Forrest,  Sir  J.,  Attitude  at  General  Elections, 

address,  410 
Freeman  and  Wallace,  supply.  11344 
GoTeroment,  Position  of  the,  address,  409-20, 

455-6 

High    Court    as    Final    Court    of  Appeal, 

address,  455 
Hutton,  Major-General,  address,  449-50 
Immigration,  address,  447-9;  q.,  8938;  supply 
9701 

Imperial  Conference,  q.,  297,  398;  address. 

408,  420-44,  448,  450,  454-5 
Income  Tax,  Federal  Salaries  and  Allowances., 

address,  455 
Judiciary  Bill,  2E.  \.p.o.\,  3766 
Kanakas,  Repatriation  of,  address,  449 
Labour  Conditions  and  Prices,  q.,  1974 
Labour   Party,  Attitude  of,  409-20,  address^ 

447-8.  455-6 
Land  Settlement,  Budget,  2735-6 
Land  Tax,  Budget,  3735-6 
Lighthouse  Engineer,  3793 
Loudon  Offices,  Commoowealth,  tuppty^  1639, 

3664 
Mails  : 

European  Contract,  Cancelled,  q.,  404,  4623 
Service  to  Europe,  expl.,  6506 
Manufactures  EqCQuragement  Bill,  3K.,  6179 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  actions  in 

England,  addressj  438-51 
Naval  Agreement,  q.,  1382 
Navigation  Conference,  address,  444-7 
New  Hebrides,  q.,  6418,  11336 
Old-age  Pensions,  supply,  11413 
Parliament,  Reflections  00,  obs.,  10982 
Parliamentary    Allowances    Bill,    m.,  iSSS, 

1906 ;  com.  (amount  of  allowance),. aoo2 
Pariiamentary  Witnesses^yBUiO®^  Refusing 
to  be  sworn),  13073 
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Smith,  Hon.  Bruce,  K.C. — eoniinued^ 
Personal  Explanations,  2653 
Petition,  Tariff,  m.,  3410 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department :  PiDritioa 

for  extra  services,  g.,  tii^4-^ 
Preferential  Trade,  address,  410-44;  590, 
4956 

Preterential  Trade  (Tariff),  4556 

Prime  Mini±.ier,  absentee  yf,  address,  408  ;  actions 

of  in  Kngland,  address,  414-53;  q.,  jjoo;  rc- 

lations  with  Labour  Party,  addrest^  409-30 
Priv^  Couacil,  address,  454-5 
Public  Service  : 

Increments,  Budget,  2719 
Public  Works,  New  South  Wales,  f..  0997 
Quarantine    Uill,    2R.,    519;    com.   (scope  of 

quaiantine),  1431 
Reward  of  Bravery  :  Old-age  Pensions,  m., 

696 

Seat    of    Government    Bill,  an.,  10348  \tet 

Federal  Capital) 
Shipping  Combine,  alleged,  adj.^  3947 
States  Debts:  New  South  Wales  Loans,  f., 

9764 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i)  1908-9.  t«/.,  10098 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  as.,  11810 
Sujiply  : 

]-.xternaI  Affaits  (miscellaneous),  9701 
Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs,  New 
South     Wales)     \f.o.^     3357) ;  (External 
Affairs),     3639,     3664 ;     (Defence.  New 
Special  Provision^  3682,  11408,  11413 
Tahiti,  y.,  3714 
Tariff  : 

Budget,  2708-17,  3730-8,  3733-4-6,  2740-1 
Collection  of  reduced  duties,  q.,  3714 
Cost  ol  Living,  increase,  q..  3173 
Hat  Mill  Machinery,  q.,  6676,  6677 
New  Protection,  y.,  io74 
Order  of  Consideration,  m.,  433Q,'4628 
Petition,  m.,  3410 
Preferential  Trade,  q.,  4056 
Reconsideration  of  Items,  q.,  6355 
Tweeds,  q.y  2793 

Wire  Netting,  q,,  1974,  3687;  precedence 
to.  w.,  4339 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  ; 
Snuff,  4325 

Starch,  5549,  5551,  5552.  5554,  5556 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Ale,  Hurtcr  and  jlhcr  Keer  \f.o.,  4088) 

Bags,  Ac,  »i.  to  reiKin,  t.n\\.  S7^^ 

Churns,  &c.  {f.o..  6568,  656<))" 

Cosies  and  Cushions,  3740,  5742,  5744 

Feathers,  5636,  5617 

Glucose,  4624,  4628 

Iron,  plate  and  sheet,  653q 

I,ocks,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10792 

Machinery,  Rebate  for  Home  consumption, 

€ons.  req.,  11198,  I1206 
Nails,  6597 

Oils,  corts.  req.,  10820,  10880,  10983 

Piece  Goods,  5807,  S^oq,  5820 
Stained  Glass  Windows,  6qi6 
Stitndards,  eons,  req.,  1079Q 
.Stearine,  5137;  cons,  req.,  10507 

Sii[^:ir,  47=^ 

'I'f  ^iiles,  Ac.  n.c.i..  c6ia,  c6i3 
Wcigiiinc  Machines  {p.o.,  66)0) 
Wire   Nettint!.  4:16-   I  4558) 

{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
nion  Jack,  q.,  10969 


Spence,  Hon.  W.  G.,  Darling  - 

Bounties  Bill,  com.  (appropriation),  loijj 
(specilication  of  bounties),  1059;  Fii* 
Schedule  (5sb),  1060;  (cotton),  1073;  (olirai, 
1117 

Builget,  m.,  3128 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  int.,  iiogi 
Competitive  System,  Socialism,  Budget,  3144-5 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,   cons.   req.  (agriculiortl 
implements,     Sic),     10662,     10670;  (rock 
drills),  10710,  10729;  (wire  netting),  loj^ij 
(glassware),  10905;  (timber),  11032,  iiitt; 
(catalogues,    itc),    11075;    (printing  in^, 
11094;  (works  of  art),  11190.   (See  TarifiSe. 
solutions  (Customs).) 
Defence  : 

Scheme  of  Government,  suffiy,  11395 
Estimales,  Additional,  supply,  11393 
Immigration,  Budget,  31^8-37 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  com.  (per- 
sons disqualified),  11969,  11971;  (necessary 

conditions),  11974,  ^1976 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Sorrer 

Bill,  2H.,  736  '  ' 

Land   policy.  Budget,  3135,  3118 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6464 
Manufactures  Kncou r.T pement  Bill,  6173 
New   Protection  (Tariff)  : 

Wire  Ncttine,  jf4i 
Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  com.  (preventiag 

witnesses),  11783 
Pateiu  Mcfiiciiies,  and  Secret  Drugs,  >■.,  88t 
Postal   Service  : 

Postal  Officials  as  Returning  Officers,  m., 
711 

Undermanning,  New  South  Wales,  snf^j, 
4858-9,  11295 
Post  anil  Telegraph  Department : 

Administration,  suffiy,  tiagv^ 
Post  Otiices  :  ^ 

Cubar,   anj.,  4645 
-    Contract,  supply,  3529.30,  4859-60 

Six  o'clock,  closing  of  at,  suffh'  SP^ 

Writjluviilc,  supply,  4860 
Public  Servif-e  : 

Centralisation,  supply,  11394 

Transfers,  suppiy,  5796-7 
Quarantine  Bill,  com.   (persons  may  be  »»e- 

cinuied),    1738;    (examinntion    of  imported 

animals),  i;6o;  cons,  amdts,,  8046 
Reward  of    Bravery;  Old-age    Pensions,  m., 
„  ^7 

Servant  Girls,  immigration  of,  adj.,  2686 
Shipping  Combine,  alleged,  adj.,  3948 
Supply  : 

Works  and  Buildings  (Post  and  Telegtaplu), 
35^9 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  Id.,  5796 
Tariff  : 

Budget,  3138 

Government's  intention  regarding,  adj.,  3047 
New  Protection,  fiudget,  3139-44 
Wire-nettina,  itetition,  1732 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  ; 

Agricultural,    &c..    Machinery.   6576,  65781 

6588;  cons,  req.,  10663,  10670 
Bajjs,  &c.,  5644,  5646 
DInnliets,  &c.,  ^710 
Catalogues,  4r.,  cons,  req.,  11075 
Engines,  &c,  6711.  6717 
Fruits  and  Vegetables,  5331 

FS«;'","8,*'*a,  Google 
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SpcDce,  Hon.  W.  G. — continued. 
Tuiff  Resolutions  (Customs)— 
Glftssware,  cons.  req..  10905 
Hay  and  Chaff,  542? 
Lead,  6051 

Machinery  and  parts,  6110 
Machinery  and  Machines  and  Machine  Tools, 

6731 

Marine  Engines,  6656 
Mining  Engines,  &c.,  6778,  6785,  6796 
Motive  Power  Machinery,  6649,  6657,  6660 
Newspaper,  719(3,  J20$,  7210,  7213 
Paper    and    Stationery,   7216,    7217,  7218, 

7223.  7239. 

Printing,  Ac,  Inks,  7244,  7256;  eons,  req., 
11094 

Rock  Drills,  cons,  req.,  10710,  10729 
Sheep  Shearing  Machines,  6588 
Socks  and  Stockings.  5934 
Stone  and  Marble,  6967 
Strawboard,  7227 
Tanks,  66a^ 

Timber,  &c.,  7043,  7071,  7099;  cons.  req.. 

11033,  1x166 
Tin  plates,  6118 
Type,  6762 

Wire-netting,  4541;  eons.  req..  10761 
Works  of  Art,  cons,   req.,  11 190 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Taxation.  Direct,  Budget,  3138-44 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones  : 
Money  Orders,  suf*ly,  4860 
Repairs,  suffly,  4860 

Telephones,   delay    in   supplying,  suffiy, 
H  294-5 

Stewart,  8«natQP  Hon.  J.  C,  Queensland : 

Accommodation  for  Setiators,  suffly,  5881 
Advertising  Australia,  suffly,  5901;  q.,  11218, 
1 1384 

Additional  Appropriation  Bill,  iR.,  11608; 
com.^  schedule  (Ix>ndon  Offices),  11617}  (fi- 
delity Guarantee  Fond),  ii6ao 

Appropriation  Bill,  eom.^  (The  Pjirliament), 
10286,  10288;  [External  Affairs),  10293; 
(Attorney -Genera I),  10303;  (Defence),  10384; 

Appropriation  {Works  and  Buildings)  Bill, 
2B.,  3820:  com.,  schedule  (Defence),  3930, 
3933>  4037*  4040.  4042,  40433  (Post  and 
Telegraph),  4048;  3R.,  4r48 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  aR., 
4514 ;  com,  (burden  of  proof,  &c.),  4915, 
4923,  5023,  5102;  ad.  ref..  5r84 

Australian  M«n  of  Letters  Fund,  suf^y, 
12144 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.  (application  of 
State  laws),  669,  672,  677,  1586.  1067 ;  (pro- 
tection of  banker),  2199 ;  (States  duty 
stamps),  2394,  2296 

Bounties  Bill,  sr.,  2':';4;  (regulations), 
2862;  First  Schedule:  (Coltonl,  ^066;  (mo- 
hair), 3388;  (rubber),  3570;  (coffee),  3715; 
(tobacco),  4903 

Business,  order  of,  S.ios 

Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  ccm.  (taxation 
bv  States),  roia,  1580,  1582 

Commonwealth  Year-Booi,  q.,  9422 

Conduct  of  Business,  adj.,  587 


Stewart,  Senator  Hon.  J.  C—eontinued. 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  iR.,  7547  i 
dule  i 
Arrowroot,  7953 
Bags  for  bran,  ftc,  8219,  8320 
Bananas,  7857 
Biscuits,  7676 
Blankets,  &c.,  8255 
Carpets,  8269 
CoiTee,  7766 
Confectionery,  7735 
Engines,  &c.,  8683 
Fruits,  citrus,  7831 

Grain  and  pulse,  prepared  {f-o.  7898) 
Hops,  7947 

Iron  Pipes,  &c.,  9073,  90S6 
Matches,  8002,  8004 
Medicines,  9294 
Kuts,  8039 

Oils,   8388,   8389,   8413.   8414.   8424,  8434, 

8438,  8441;  cons,  req.t  iiaa8 
Peel,  7833 

Piece  goods,  8179,  8185,  8186,  8187-8 
Shaft  bars,  9643 
Sago  and  tapioca,  7^58,  766a 
Tallow  &c.,  8378,  8381 
Tea,  Sua 

Tobacco,  eons,   req.,  10843 
Wine,  sparkling,  7624,  7627 
Defence  : 
Establishment,  suffly,  3933 
Fremantle  Fort,  su-tflv,  4043 
Hoad,  Major-General,  q.,  6190 
Militia,  suffly,  10384 

Rifle  Range,  Brisbane,  suffly,  4037-8,  4040, 

Disputed   Elections   and   0>"*ii'fications  Hill, 
2R,,  5503;  com.  (reference  of  question),  5652, 
i;6<;6,  '^(t^.y,  5658,  5659 ;  (parties  to  the  refer- 
■  ence),  >66o;  (powers  of  Court),  5662 
Dissent   from  Ruling :   Admissibility   of  Re- 
quest [Fxct-ie  Tariff  Bill),  10023 
Division  Bells,  adj.,  797a;  7973 
Electoral  Rolls,  suffly,  11617 
Excise  Procedure  Bill,  com.  (legal  representa- 
tion), 5121; :  ^R.,  530  ? 
Exci-ie  Tariff  Ads,  g..  i,\-j':„  «;a84,  6295;  adj., 
^766 

Excise    Tariff    Rill,    com..    Schedule  :  (to- 
bacco),   10014;   (confectionery),  f.o.,  10023 
Federal  Capital,  suffly,  382r,  3824 
Financial     Relations,     (Commonwealth  and 

States,  suffly,  3820,  3822,  11614-7 
First  President  of  the  Senate,  3367 
Freetradc  within  the  Empire,  speech  by  Sena- 
tor Best,  q.,  11468 
Hansard,  q.,  5177,  5284 

High  Commissioner,  suffly,    1848-9,    10293 ; 

3798.    {See  London  Offices.) 
High  Court,  suffly,  10303 
Hours  of  Meeting,  m.,  S077 
Immigration,  'q.,  4705 :  suffly,  5401-5 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  com,  (per- 
sons disqualified),  12032;  (limit  of  pension), 
13033.    i-^^'  Old-age  Pensions.) 
Judiciary  Bill,  2R.,  858;  com.  (appeals  from 

State  Courts),  947,  951 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Bill,  sr., 

1364;  com.  (power  to  make  survey),  1491 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey, 

Cost  of   Engineers'  Conference,  q.,  7927 
King  of  Portugal,  AssassiMtipo  of,^t„  7794-5i 
7841  Digitized  by  V^009lC 
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t,  Senatoi  Hon.  J.  — fOHiinutd. 
h  Settlement  and  Taxation,  s*tf^y>  SS^Si 

501-5,  11611-13 

adon  Ollices  of  Commonwealth,  g.,  4144; 
tuffly,   3824-Si   4148.    11617.     (See  High 
Commissionei. ) 
lail  Service  to  Europe,         5746;  w.,  621 1 

vlaitland  Coal  Miners : 
Postmaster-General,  f.,  8309 

New  Protection,  suffly,  6335,  7548-9 

Korthern  Territory,  supply,  1849-50,  3831 

Officers  Compensation  Bill,         10054;  torn., 
(J.  Wilson^  10061,  10064,  10068 

Old-age   Pensions,  supply,   3820-1.    {See  In- 
valid and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill.) 

Order  of  Business,  m.,  31-a 

Parliament   Gardens :   Wages  of  Gardeners, 
supply,  5882 

Parliament  House,  Accommodation  for  Sena* 
tors,  supply,  8979,  8987;  9631 

Postal  Service : 
Additional  Men,  Queensland,  g.,  1233 
Associations  of  Officers,  supply,  8905-7 
Boy  Labour,  g.,  1470;  supply,  1844,  1847 
Caning  of  Mails,  Brisbane,  g.,  1688 
Chinese   Messenger,  Cairns,  q.,  4363 
Letter  Carriers  and  Sorters,  y,,  123a,  3233, 
10369,  11384,  11471;  supply,  1847-8 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 
Administration,  g.^  4705;  supply^  ii6o8>ii 
Funds  for,  supply,  13142 
Newspaper  delivery,  g.,  789$)  7926 
Peony  Postage,  supply,  3821 
Stamps,  design,  g.,  ^083 

Undermanning,  supply,  6336,  7547,  8904-s ; 
7895*  7926 

Working  Hours,  supply,  1844-6 
Post  Offices: 

Brisbane,  supply,  4048 
Postage,  Stamps,  Commonwealth,  m.,  5859  * 
Postal  Rates  Bill,  g.,  4036 
Premiers'  Coofereocc  Report,  m.,  746 
Printing  Committee,    Report,    m.,    680,  935, 

6293,  8222 

Privilege,     procedure.     Select  Committee, 

m.,  10010 
Public  Service  : 

Commissioner's  Report,  g.,  8076 

Examination,  g.,  4144 

Fidelity  Fund,  g.,  11471 ;  supply,  11620 

Hours  of  Work,  sufply,  1844-8 

Inquiry  Boards,  g.,  8700;  supply,  8907-8 

List  of  Officers,  g.,  8076 

Long  Service  Furlough,  g.,  11384 

Quarantine  Bill,  com.  (liability  of  owners  for 

expenses),  6084 
Rfferendum,  Queensland,  g.,  2283 
Revenue  Leakage,  Tasmania,  g.,  7753 
Snake  Bite,  antidote,  g.,  3900 
Special   Duties,    Federal    purposes,  tupply, 

.1820 

Standing  Orders  Committee,  m.,  35 

State  Referendum  at  Federal  Elections,  g., 

Store  at  Darling  Island,  tuf^y^  3930 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i)  1908-9,  aB.,  12142;  eem. 

(schedule],  12144 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  II.,  1844 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  com.  (schedule),  The  P;it. 

liamcnt,  t;88i,  5882;  Kxternal  Affairs,  5901 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  t«.,  6333 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  iB.,  1(904;  tern.,  schedule 

(Parliament),  8979 


Stewart,  Senator  Hon.  J.  C. — eontinued. 
Tariflf : 
Supply,  6334-5 

Statistics,  g..  7542,  7570,  7794 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones : 
Automatic  Tranimitten,  q„  9536 
Delayed    Messages,    g.,  7751,  7796,  9796, 
10370 

Melbourne  and  Brisbane,  g.,  4895 
Message  Forms,  g.,  11471 
Messengers,  m.,  85^5 

Operators,    Queensland,    q.,    9536,    98^1 ; 
supply^  10^91-a 
Tobacco  Combine,  m.s.o,,  3051 
Usher  of  BJack  Rod,  supfly,  10287-8 
Wages  Board,  supply,  6333-4 
Women's  Work  Exhibition,  adj.,  4893 

St.  Ladfer,  Senator  A.  J.  Qweruiand: 

Accommodation  for  Senators,  supply,  58S1 

Additional  Appropriatiou  (Works  and  Build- 
ings) Bill,  com.  (Defence),  scbedulCt  it69S-6 

Address- in -Reply,  m.,  63 

Adjournment,  special,  m.,  7790 

Advertising  Australia,  supply,  58S9,  10302-3, 
I039S-6 

Appropriation  Bill,  2K.,  10273  >  ^'""•f  (As- 
ternal Affairs),  10293,  10298,  10302;  (Hoae 
Affairs),  10305,  10307;  3B.,  10395 

Appr<^riation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill, 
2R.,  3817;  com.,  schedule  (Defence),  3<mo; 
(Government  Printing  Office),  4055,  4059; 
(Commonwealth  Offices,  London),  4078 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Act,  adj., 
4276 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  at., 
4507!  com.  (burden  of  proof,  &c,),  4921, 
50'7.  5034.  5043'  5093»  S^oS.  5"i.  5"4;  ^■ 
rep.,  5183 

Bananas,  Inspection,  g.,  447a,  4706,  5178 

Bills  of  - Exchange  Bill,  com.  (application  of 
State  laws),  675,  15EB.  1970;  (presentment 
of  cheque  for  payment),  750,  0411 ;  (protec- 
tion of  banker),  754,  758,  aoEia,  ai95>  2200; 
(protest  when  notary  not  accessible),  Tte; 
(Stafes  duty  stamps),  aa88 

Bounties  Bill,  aB.,  2648,  2743;  com.  (appro- 
priation), 2767;  (offences),  2772,  2773; 
(notice  of  conditions),  2781 ;  (regulations), 
2849,  3853,  2862;  First  Schedule  (cotton), 
2865;  (jute),  3159,  3358,  3263;  (mohaiil. 
3386;  (copra),  3400;  (rice),  3488;  (rubberl. 
3565;  (coffee),  3579  J  (datet),  4382 

"  Braddon  '*  section,  supply,  1861 

Business,  State  of,  adj.,  17 13;  order  of,  adj., 
4618 

Commonwealth    Salaries    Bill  (taxation 

States),  1054,  1578,  1584;  3R.,  1824 

Commonwealth  Mail  Steamers,  m.,  2219 

Confidential  Documents,  Printing  of,  supply, 

405^.  4059 
Criminal  Appeals  Bill,  2B.,  3557 

Customs  Certificates  :  British  goods,  m.,  1961 
Customs  and  Excise  Revenue,  g.,  11581 
Custom*  Tariff  Bill,  2B.,  7596 ;  m.s.o,,  loStS 
Schedule : 
Agricultural  Machinery,  8598 
Ammonia,  9241,  9245;  cons,  reg.,  11338 
Animals,  7656  ^  . 

Apparel,  &c.,  8208  LfOOQlC 
Arrowroot,  7953  O 


Jtdjf  3,  1907,  to  June  5,  1908. 
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St.  Ledger,  Senator  A.  J.  1.— continued. 
Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule)— cff)rfiii»«rf. 
Artificial  Plants,  &c.,  8353 
Basaoas,  7852,  7862 
Bayonets,  &c.,  8349 
Biscuits,  7684 
Blankets,  8245 
Bottles,  8501 
Caodles,  7710,  7711 
CarpeU,  &c.,  8272 
Confectionery,  7738 

Electrical  Appliances,  8899,  9050,  9058, 
9062 

Electrical  Machinery,  ftc.,  8884 
Engines,  &c.,  8687,  8696  . 
Fire-bricks,  Ac,  8480 
Fire  Extinguisliers,  8774 
Fish,  780a 

Fruit  and  Vegetables,  7819,  7826 
Fruits,  citrus,  7830 
Furniture,  9365 
Furs,  &c.,  8291 

Glue,  8513.  85»8  ^  ^ 

Grain  and  Pulse,  not  prepared,  7S89 
Grain  and  Pulse,  prepared,  f.o.,  7904, 

79*? 
Hats,  &c.,  8315 

Hay  and  Chaft,  7939;  cons,  req.,  10S58  , 
Hops,  7049 

Insecticides,  cons,  req.,  11239 

Iron  pipes,  &c.,  9077 

Xx>unges  and  Settees,  9386 

Machinery,  &c.  {^o.,  8714),  8718 

Machine  Tools,  8720 

Machinery,  proclaimed,  8721,  8722 

Manufactures   of   Metals,    n.e.i.,  873a, 

8742,  8754,  8758 
Manures,  9915 
Matches,  8003 
Meats,  &c.,  8014,  8018 
Milk,  8020,  8o?4 
Mining  Engines,  Sc.,  8791 
Mixed  Metal  ware,  8723 
Motive    Power   Machinery,   8643 ; 

8649),  8659 
Mustard,  cons,  req.,  10870 
Oilmen's  Stores,  S051,  8058,  806a 
Oils,  8411,  8440;  cons,  req.,  11226,  11232 
Painta,  &c.,  8454.  8467 
Paint  Boxes,  9654 
Papei   Patterns,  9809 
Paper,  manufacture!  of,  9679,  9683 
Paper,  printed  matter,  9745»  974^ 

Peel,  7835  „ 
Pens,  9811,  981a 
Piece  Goods,  8177,  8183 
Rails,  fish  plates,  &c.,   9063;  cans,  req., 
10952 

Rice,  8071,  8085,  8087 
Roasting  Dishes,  &c.,  8482 
Sago  and  Tapioca,  7663 
Salt,  8093 

Sausage  Casings,  8019 
Slate  Slabs,  &c.,  8530 

Soap,  8098 

Socks,  &c.,  8341 

Spectacle  Frames,  fitc,  9661 

Standards,  &c.,  9180 

Stearine,  &c.,  7716;  cons,  req.,  10852 

Stone  and  Marble,  8543.  8552,  8553 

Strawboard,  9754,  9757 

Tea,  8114,  S115 


I.  Ledger,  Senator  A.  J.  J. — continued. 
Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule)— £(ifi/in»f<^. 
Timber,  9437}  cons,  req.,  11344,  11306, 

1 1309,  1 1604 
Trimmings,  &c.,  n.e.i.,  8349 
Vegetables,  dried,  &c.,  7876 
Vegetables,  n.e.i.,  7873 
Vehicles,  9837,  9828 
Waddings,  &c.,  8329,  8331 
Wine,  sparkling,  7625 
Wire  Netting,  9160 
Cypher  telegrams,  suffly,  t86o 
Defence  : 

Increased  vote,  suffly,  3819 

Rifie     Range,     Brisbane,     fffly,     4040 ; 

Scheme  of  Government,  supply,  8921-3 
Small  Arms  and  Cordite  Factories,  suffly, 
11695 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 
tcm.  (pending  petitions),  5599,  5600 }  (refer- 
ence of  question),  56^5,  5658 ;  (parties  to  the 
preference),  5660 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  com.  (dismissal  of 
employ^),  ■1194 

Excise   Tariff   (Agricultural   Machinery)  Act, 

•  q.,  5980,  11220;  suffly.  6336-8.  {See  New 
Protection.) 

Expenditure,  Commtmwealtb,  suffly,  10273-6 

Exports,  Statistical  tables,  q.,  i8t6 

Financial     Relations,     Commonwealth  and 

States,   suffly,    1861,    3819,    roa73-6;  q., 

7976 

Fruit  :  Customs  Inspection  Fees,  q.,  4472, 
4706.  5*78 

Government,  Position  of,  address,  63-4,  71-2 
High    Commissioner,    address,    71 ;  suffly, 

4078-81,  10293.    [See  London  OfiSees.) 
High  ^Tourt    as    Final    Court   of  Appeal, 

address,  75-6 
Immigration,  address,  73-5;       4703;  suffly, 

3819,  5S89,  ro39s-6 
Imperial  Conference,  address.  63,  66-71 
Industries  Preservation  Act,  adj.,  4278 
Income  Tax :  Federal  Salaries  and  allowances, 

address,  75-6 
Judiciary  Bill,  3K.,  564;  com.  (jurisdiction  of 
High  Court),  940,  942;  (appeals  from  State 
Courts),  944,  946,  951;  exfl.,  974,  1055 
Katgoorlie  to   Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  2K.,  1346;  com.   (power  to  make  sur- - 
vey),  1477,  1494 ;  (obligation  to  construct), 
f.o.,  1514-5 
Labour  Bureaux,  q.,  11303 
Labour  Party,  attitude  of,  address,  74 
Land,  alienated  and  unalienated,  q.,  4364 
Land  Monopoly,  alleged,  suffly,  5888-91 
London  Offices,  Commonwealth,  suffly,  3817, 
3818,  4078;  q.,  3796,  4470-  [See  High  Com- 
missioner.) 
Mails  : 

Service  to  Enrope,         6209;  address,  71, 
7a-3 

Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  address,  71 ;  q.. 

4363,  II320 

Maitland   Coal  Miners  : 

Postmaster-General,  adj.,  8362 
New    Protection    (Tariff),   7599;  "38a, 

1147^.    [See  Excise  Tariff,  &c.) 
Northern  Territory,  su-Pfly.  1861 ;  q.,  5084 
Pair  Book,  entries,  m..  3wa 
Papua,  q.,  8700;  suffly,  8921,  10298-9 
Parliament,  treatment  of /1>y^Hripi*  Minister, 

address,  66-7  Digitized  by  VjOOglC 
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St.  Ledger,  Senator  A.  J.  J. — coniinued. 

Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  com.  (prereat- 

ii^  witnessea  from  giving  evidence),  766 
Personal  explanation,  speech       Senator  Tur- 

ley,  11467  {  adj.t  11912 
PoKtal  Service  : 

Administration,  Queensland,  suMly,  i86o-t 

Dismissed  Servants,  q.,  6296,  7508 

Disorganization,  suffly,  8gao 

Penny  Postage,  q.,  1233 
Preferential    Trade,  address,    67-69;  Tariff, 

7605-6 

Prime  Minister  and  the  Reid-McLean  Go* 
vemment,  address,  63-4;  actions  of  in  Eng- 
land, address,  66-71 

Printing  Committee,  m.,  4469 

Printing  0£Bce,  suffly,  4035 

Privilege,  procedurCi  Select  Committee,  m., 
10009^  10258 

Public  Service  : 
Gratuities  for  Suggestions,  suffly,  10307 
Superannuation   Fund,    g.,    7704 >  *^tfiy> 
8921 

Quarantine,  1816,  2405,  4243,  5011 
Quarantine  Bill,  2K.,  5304 ;  com.  (arrange- 
ments with  States),  i;^a6,  530S;  (proclamation 
of  ports),  5326,  5483,  5489,5670,5986,  5988; 
(master  to  deliver  health  report),  5999 ;  (mas- 
ter and  medical  officer  to  answer  questions), 
5909 ;  (other  persons  prohibited  from  quit- 
ting vessel),  6003 ;  (surveillance),  6003-4  i 
(goods),  6006,  6062:  (animals),  6o6s>  (Ha* 
bility  of  owners  for  expenses),  6070,  607a; 
(persons  able  to  support  themselves),  6217 
Royal  Agricultural  Shovr,  adjournment. 

Senate  Election,  South  Australia,       8a86,  8423 
South  Australian  Election:  High  Court  Judg- 
ment, q.,  3068 
Standing  Orders,  amendment  of,  adj.,  2632 
Standbg  Orders  Committee,  nr.,  37 
State  Legislatures,  suffly.  8995 
Statistical   Branch,  suffly,  10305-6 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  iR.,  1850;  com.  (issue  and 

application).  1935,  1943 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  com.  (schedule),  The  Par- 

Inment,  >;88i ;  External  Affairs,  5888 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4)>  6336 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  m.,  8920;  com.,  sche- 
dule (Trade  and   Customs),  8995 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  3B.,  11891;  com.  (com- 
mencement), 11905 

Tariff  : 

Address,  63-6,  69-70 

Debate,  duration  of,  adj.,  7564 

Submission  of,  g.,  1023 

Supply,  1943.  3817 

Wire  Netting,  q.,  ir.sfi 
Telegraphs  and  TelefAones : 

Operators,  telegraph,  adj.,  10400 
Thursday  Island,  suffly,  11696 
Tobacco  Combine,  adf.,  2050;  m.t.e.,  3053 
Unification,  remarks  by  Postmaster-General, 

S;  7653 

Vacancy  in  Senate,  South  Australia,  g.,  2068; 

m.,  474a 
Voting  Machines,  f.,  7543 
Year  Bffk,  adj.,  9191 


Stomr,  Mr.  D.,  Ba$»  : 

Advertising  Australia,  Budget,  2604 
Blakney,  E.  A.,  g.,  9476;  suffly,  9786 
Bookkeeping  System,  Budget,  2602-3 
Bounties  Bill,  com.  (specification  of  bounties), 
1059 ;   First   Schedule  (cotton),   1082 ;  (mo- 
hair), 1104 ;  Second  Schedule,  1324 ;  cons, 
amdts.,  6402,  6404 
Budget,  2601,  3282 
Business,  conduct  of^  adj.,  4461 
Cable,  Tasmania  and  Mainland,  Budget.  2604, 
g.,  8929 

Chairman  of  Committeeit  us.,  316 

Com  Sacks,  g.,  6355 

Customs  Tarilf  Bill,  cons,  reg.,  (stcarine.  Ace), 
10509,  10513;  (bags.  Ac.).  '057»t  (bats,  &c.), 
10603;  (piece  goods),  10628,  11465,  11528-30; 
(oils),  1 1552 ;  (locks),  10776 ;  (stone  and 
marble),  1 1000 ;  ( furniture),  1 1014 ;  (direc- 
tories, &c.),  11079;  (timber),  iii49t 
iii6a;  (curtains  and  blinds),  11443;  (insecti- 
cides), iiotb.  {See  Tariff  ReioluticnM  (Cus- 
toms).) 

Defence : 

Boots,  q.,  9477,  10607 

Light  Horse  Brigade  Camp,  g.^  6595 

Rifle  Ranges,  suffly,  3456 

Elective  Ministries,  Budget,  2601 

Electoral  Officers,  m.,  713;  Budget,  2603 

Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  aad 
States,  Budget,  2602-3-5;  >'74' 

Hours  of  Sittings,  adj.,  3362 

Judiciary  Bill,  28.,  m.,  resumption  of  debate, 
377J 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  Budget, 
2604 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  com.  (power  to  make  survey  of  route), 
Z40 

Mails  : 

Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6495 

Tasmania,  g.,  6131,  10874;  adj.,  6504,  60.-3 

Northern  Territory,  Budget^  a6o5 
Old-age  Pensions,  Budget,  2605;  suffly,  9349 
Order  of  Business :  Days  and  Hours  of  Sit- 
ting, adj.,  6187 
Ptrliamentary       Allowances      Bill,  etm. 

(amount  Or  allowance),  2008 
Postal  Service  : 

Lannceston,  unsatisfactory  servire  at,  adj., 
234s;  Budget,  2603 

Money  Orders,  Mangana,  g.,  JS73 

Officials,  Lauocestoji,  g.,  5328 

Parcels  Post  OflBccs,  g.,  7027 
Post  Offices  : 

Launceston,  suffly,  3530 

Six  o'clock  Closing,  suffly,  5705 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4969- 
Printing  Committee,  4517 
Quarantine  Bill,  com.  (scope  of  '^aarantine), 

tS3'  I   (examination  of   imported  animals), 

1755,  176a;  cons,  amd/s,,  8957 
Questions  without  notice,  g.,  11793 
Shipping  Combine,  alleged,  adj.,  3958 
Sitting  Days  and  Hours,  adj.,  6t9^ 


Special  Adjournment,  m. 
Sugar  Bounty,  BMd^0  I 


July  S,  1907,  to  June  J,  J90S. 


Stoirer,  Mr.  "D.—eantinued, 
Supply  : 

Home    Affair*    (Public    Service  Commis- 
sioner), 97S6 

Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  f.o., 
3348 ;   (Defeace,   Tasmania),   3456 ;  (Post 
and  Telegraph,  Tasmania),  3539 ;  Wire- 
less Telegraphy).  35SS 
Tariff  : 

Budget,  m.,  2601-3-6-7,  3283 
Chairs,  q.,  2564,  36ij8 
Preference,  Budget,  3606 
Senate's  Requests  :  Increases,  cis.,  10603 
Taritf  Kesoluttons  (Customs)  : 
Animals,  47t>9 
Arms,  6034,  6037,  6018 
Arrowroot,  &c.,  5441; 
Bags,  &c.,  5644,  5737;  cons,  req.,  10571 
Blacking,  &c.,  68j6 
Candles,  49t>9 
Canvas  and  Duck,  ^930 
Carpets,  5739 
China,  &c.,  6899 

Confectionery,  &c.,  5234,  5241,  5254 

Cosies  and  Cushions,  ^jv^,  57401  5743 

Curtains  and  Blinds,  cons,  req.,  [1442 

Directories,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  11079 

Droppers,  ftc,  6S32 

Electrical  Machinery,  6806,  680S 

Fireworks,  7382 

Fishing  Nets,  Ac,  7375 

Furniture,  &c.,  7002;  cons,  req.,  11014 

Grain  and  Pulse,  5347 

Glue,  &c.,  6949 

Hati,  &c,  5971 ;  cons,  req.,  10603 
Hay  and  Chaff,  54^^ 

Hops, 

Insecticides,  eons,  req.,  iioio 

Iron,  plutc  and  sheet,  6534 

Lead,  6o5r,  6052 

Leather  Manufactures,  7166 

Liquid  Removers,  &c.,  6894  * 

Locks,  &.C.,  6114-si  eons.  10776 

Mining  Engines,  &c.,  6789,  0793,  6796-^ 

Motive  Power  MachinerTt  6647 

Nails,  6606 

Oils,  6863,  6867;  eons,  req.,  11552 
Paper  and  Stationery,  7218,  7222,  7343 
Perambulators,  Ac,  7382 
Pianos,  7353 

Piece  Coods,  5816,  5845;  eons,  req.,  10628, 

11465,  11528,  11530 
Potatoes,  5141 

Printing,  &c..  inks,  7245.  7257,  7263 
Rails,  Sec,  6835 
Regalia,  5641 
Rice, 

Saws,  &c.,  6748,  6752-3 
School  Pens,  &c.,  7143 
Scientific  Apparatus,  7410 
Stained  Glass  Windows,  6918 

Starch,  i;;i;2 

Steam  Road  Roller,  6701 

Stearine,  Sc.,  5134,  5158;  cons,  req.,  10509, 

Stone  and  Marble.  6964;  cons,  req.,  iiooo 
Sugars,  4766 

Timber,  Sc.,  7076.  7101,  7104,  7x05,  7106; 

eons,  req.,  11138,  11163 
Tool  Handles,  7119,  7123 
Trimmings,  ;n^8 
Vehicles,  7286 
Weighing  Machines,  6629 


Storrer,  Mr.  D. — continued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — •eontinmed. 

Wicker,  Ac,  7109 

Wire  Netting  i,p.o.,  4^77) 

Wood,  Wicker,  and  Cane,  6999 

[See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones  : 

Insulators,  Kaolin  clay,  q.,  3853,  59IS 

Messengers,  Budget,  2604 

Tasmanian  Cable,  q.,  8929,  11526 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  q.,  3301,  12154;  tuffJy, 

3555.  "917 

Story,  Senator  W.  H.,  Soidh  AiutraUa  : 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  77S7 
Bicycle  Industry,  q.,  5978,  6394,  7569;  suffly^ 
6345-7 

Bounties  Bill,  com.,  inst  Schedule  (mohair), 
3385;  (tobacco),  4159,  4167,  4259;  ad.  ref., 
4585 

CuMums  Tariff  Bill,  earn..  Schedule  : 
Ammonia,  9243 
Arrowroot,  7950 
Bicycles,  &:c.,  9820 
Doors,  9640 
Engines,  &c.,  S691 
Graphite,  &c.,  8370,  8371 
Lamps,  8570 

Manufactures  of  Metals,  D.e.i.,  8761,  876a 

Manures,  9906,  9915 

Nuts,  8033 

Piece  Goods,  8166 

Rubber  Hose,  ^c,  9667 

Salt,  8092 

Slate  Slabs,   &c.,    8531,    8532,   8537,  8547, 
8548,  8550,  8551 

Spectacle   Frames,  &c.,  9660 

Steel  Wheels,  Ac,  9183,  9185,  9186 

Timber,  9424,  9445,  9455,  9473;  cons,  req., 
11252,  11306,  11J08,  ti6oi,  11606 

Vegetables,  dried,  &c.,  7881 

Vehicles,  9830,  9S31 

Weighing  Machines,  8621,  8632,  8623 
Defence  : 

Contingencies,  suffly,  899S 
Division,  f.o.,  8166 

Excise  Tariff  Bill,  com..  Schedule  :  (tobacco), 

10018 ;    (glucose),  10034 
Kalgoorlie   to   Port    Augusta    Railway  Bill, 

com.,  (survey),  1482 
Painters'  Wages,.  Telegraph  Branch,  q.,  5647 
Pair  Book,  exfl.,  3147 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  31.,  3183 
Parliament  House,  entertainment  of  strangers, 

q.,  fiocq 

Post  Office,  Stockwell,  q.,  10252 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  iR.,  6345 

Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  com.  Schedule  (De- 
fence), 8998 

Telegraph  Service  : 

Painting  of  poles,  0..  7703,  7795.  7843 

Tobacco  Combine,  adj.,  2043 

Symon,  Senator  Hon.  Sir  J.  H.,  R.O.M.a., 
K.G.,  South  AvMtra/ia: 

Additional  Appropriation  Bill,  m.,  11503 
American  Fleet,  visit  of,  q.,  11469;  11470 
Appropriation  Bill,  2R.  [f.o.,  10276,  10277), 

Ai>propriation  (^thaci  bjiftdi C^t^|£,)  Bill, 
3R-.  415* 


cxvi 
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Symoo,  Senator  Hon.  Sir  J.        K.C.M.G.,  K.C. 
— toHtinued. 
Australian   Industries    Preservation    Act,  q., 
4035 

Australian    Industries  Preservatioa  Bill, 

4374)  ^'f"*-  (burden  of   proof},  SOia*  5013, 

5or9i  {p.o.,  5044-5),  5087 
Bills,  Circulation  01,  prior  to  First  Reading, 

suffty,  1836 
Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  2R.,  657;  com.  (pre- 
sentment of  cheque),  2410,  3412 
Bounties  Bill,  as.,  2515;  com.  (appropriation), 

2766,  2767;    (offences),  2774;  (regulations), 

2849;  First  Schedule  (rice),    3467,  3470; 

{dates}*  4386 
BusincM,  Order  of,  obs.,  650-1  i  10919, 

"579;  progress  of,  suffly,  5878-9 
Coal  Combine,  alleged,  adj.,  3690 
CommtMiwealth  Salaries  Bill,  cam.  (taiation 

by  States),  1568,  r57i ;  3R.,  1816 
Conduct  of  Busineu,  adj.,  585 
Castoou  Tariff  Bill,  m.t.e,»  10833;       10919  i 
M.,  11585;  Schedule: 

^ricultural  Machineryi  8597 

Animals,  7653,  7654,  7655,  7656,  7657 

Bananas,  7860 

Biscuits,  7668,  7680,  768a 

Blue,  7685.  7693 

Butter  and  Cheeie,  7699 

Candles,  7707 

Coffee,  7776 

Confectionery,  7723,  7733,  7743,  7745 
Electrical  Machinery,  &c.,  8799,  8804,  8807, 

8869,  8886 
Electricnl  and  Gas  Appliances,  9643 
Fire  Extinguishers,  8773 
Fish,  7798,  7801 
Fruits  and  Vegetables,  7813 
Fruits,  Citrus,  7829 
Ginger,  7833 
Glue,  8510,  85 I 9 

Grain  and  Pulse,  not  prepared,  7888,  7S89 
Grain    and    Pulse,    prepared,  7894,  789i6; 

(f.o..  7897-8,  7906),  7910,  7916 
Iron,  Plate  and  Sheet,  8565 
Isinglass,  8064 
Lamps,  8568,  8569,  8570 
Lifiuorice,  7756 
Mustard,  8031 
Mustard  Seed,  8030 
Nuts,  8033,  8034,  8038 

Oilmen's  Stores,  8042,  8044,  8046,  8049,  8062 

Onions,  7884 

Piece  Goods,  8163,  8167,  8179,  8182;  eons. 

req..  10923 
Rice  Root.  7698 
Rubber  Hose,  &c.,  9666,  9669 
Sago  nnd  Tapicoa,  7660 
Salt,  8093 
Screws,  8780,  8781 
Slate  Slabs,  &c.,  8529,  8531 
Slipper  Forms,  &c.,  9664 
Spectacle  Frames,  &c.,  9659 
Slearine,  &c.,  7719;  cont.  req.^  10850,  10853 
Stone  and  Marble,  8536,  S549 
Timber,  0424,  9438,  9449,  9455,  9460,  9540; 

^f  o.,  9551) 
Tobacco,  cons,  req.^  10842 
Tool  Handles,  9634 
'•ype,  &c.,  8771 

sgetables,  o.e.i.,  787a 

jpetables,  dried.  &c.,  7878 

'eighing  Machines,  8620,  8624 

Hcker,  Bamboo,  &c.,  D.e.i.,  9566,  9568 


Symon,  Senator  Hon.  Sir  J.  H.,  K.C.M.G.,  K.C 
— continued. 
Disputed   Elections   and   Qualifications  Bill, 
5570.  com.  (pending  petitiockS),  559S; 
(amendment  of  section  2  of  principal  Act), 
5648;  (reference  of  question),    5650,  jfr^; 
rtcom.  (reference  of  question), 
Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural   Hactuncry)  Act, 
10920 

Finance,  Powers  of  Senate,  suffiyt  Z028a-4 
Financial     Relations,     Commonwealth  and 

States,  suffly,  1 1503-6 
Free-trade  wttlUn  the  Empire,  speech  by  Seu- 

tor  Best,  g..  11468 
Hours  of  Meeting,  m.,  8078 
Immigration,  suffly,  10281-2 
Immigration  Restriction  Act,  1471 
Imperial  Conference,  q.,  563,  649,  2405,  2;ti 
Judiciary  Bill,  as.,  830;  cam.  (jurisdiction  of 

High  Court},  936,  941 
Kal^oorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surfcy 

Bill,  q.,  931-a;  28,,  1342;  com.  (power  to 

make  surrey),  1472,  1487,  1498,  1503.  1506; 

(appropriation  of  moneys),  1511 
Land  Settlement,  suffly,  10281 
Linlithgow,  Marquis  of,  death  of,  m.,  8305 
London  Offices,  Commonwealth,  nr/^y,  4151-4 
Mail  contract  cancelled,  4^3 
Navigation  Bill,  q.,  2405 

Northern  Territory,        1232,  1330,  8554,  9041, 
9421 ;  suffly,  1839;  <^^h'  9735»  974* 

Papua,  suffly,  it5o6-r2 

Parliamentaiy  Allowances  Bill,  as.,  2073; 
(short  title).  21 16;  (amount  of  allowaacel, 
21 18 

Printing   Committee,  m.,   935;   {f.o.,  7S45), 

7846,  7847.  8224 
Privilege,   Procedure,  Select  Committee,  m., 

ro257 
Public  Service  j 

Commissioner,  suffly,  10280-1 

Civfc  Positions,  suffly,  10282 
Quarantine  Bill,  sr.,  4406;  com,  (arrangemcats 

with  States).  5315;  (proclamation  of  ports), 
^5396.  5473.  S476  ■ 

Questions,  Responsibility  for  Answers,  f.,  779s 
SeamcD,  Compensation  to  Injured,  q.,  3463 
Senate  Election  :  South  Australia,  m.,  2511; 

Report  of  Committee,  m.,  4393,  4306;  (f.t; 

4396),  4708;  q.,  son,  5083 
Senate,  Rights  of,  m., 
Sugar  Bonus,  suffly,  10284 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  is.,  1S36;  2B.,  1930 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  iB.,  5878 
Tariff : 

British  preference,  q.,  7542 
Debate,  Duration  of,  adj.,  7564 
Presentation  to  Senate,  q.,  4036.  4143 
Statistics,  q.,  7542 

^»ffly.  »837-8.  1931 
Wire  Netting,  1814 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones  ; 

Interrupted    service    between   Victoria  and 
South  Australia,  q.,  8506,  8555 

Thomas,  Hon.  J.,  Barrio: 
Address-in-Reply,  m.,  194 
Attorney-General,  q.,  ivj9S 
Bounties  Bill,  com..  First  Schedule  (coffee). 

I2i<;;  3«-»  »4o8 
British  Party  Politics  :  Aiuftftiluui  inlecference. 

address,  203.5  D  g  t  ^ed  by  V^jUU^IC 
Budget,  m.,  2676 
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Thomai,  Hoa.  J.—cofUinuti. 

BusineUi  Conduct  of,  g.,  6024 

Butter  Freights,  g.t  3qi4 

Customs    Tariff   Bill,    eons.    req.  (timber), 
itias;  11037),   ^47)  (curtains  and 

blinds),  11438,  11443;  (works  of  art), 
JR.,   11430.    \See   Tariff   Resolutions  (Cus- 
toms).) 

Deputy  Postmaster-General,  Victoria,  suffly^ 

Electoral : 
Address*  194-5 

OffidaU  as  Retumiug  Officers,  n.,  698,  718 
Financial  Relations,  Commonirealth  and  States, 
10463 

House,  Rights  of,  m.,  11430 
Imperial  Conference,  address.  198-205 
Invalid    and    Old-age    Pensions  Bill, 
1195S;  com.  (necessary   conditions),   11974  i 
(occasional  short  absences),  11977.  \See  Old- 
age  Pensions.) 
Labour   Party,  address,   306 ;  stiffly,  9348, 
9351 

Land  Valnei  Taxation,  suffly,  9348 
UniU: 

Cancelled  Uail  Contract,  q.,  10701,  10786 
Federal  Mail  Fleet,  g.,  773,  988,  1181 
Serrice    to    Europe,    adj.,    594;  j.,  80; 
address,  199-301;  {f.o.,  sSg)js.,  5&1 ;  m., 
to  print  contract,  6^36;         to  approve, 
6389;  {p.a.,  6500-1) 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  Actiona  in 

England,  address,  198-305 
Old-age  Pensions,  address,  305;  stiffly,  9314; 
i/-"-.  9346)1  93481  10459.    (Set  Invalid  and 
Old-age  Pensions  Bill.) 
Parliamentary       Allowances      Bill,  com. 
(amount  of  allowance),  1999 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 

Expenditure,  suffly,  10344 

Manger,   Mr.,  as  Acting  Postmaster-Gene' 

ral,  J.,  158 
Retiring  Age,  suffly,  10241 
Royal  Commissioa,  suffly,  10458 
Stamp,  Commonwealth,  suffly,  10343 
Postal  Service : 
Broken  Hill,  suffly,  5792 
Inspectors,  suffly,  1:792 
Temporary  Employes,  suffly,  10241-3 
Prayers  in  Parliament,  q.,  5782 
Preferential  Trade,  address,  201-5 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4544,  4576,  4948 
Prime  Minister,  Actions  of,  in  England,  ad- 
dress, 198-205 
Public  Service : 
Classification,  suffly,  5791 
Transferred  Officers,  suffly,  5791 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  q.,  11703 
Secret  Drugs,  Cures,  and  Foods,  q.,  80,  647, 
772,  879,  880,  1516,  4519,  4649,  4843>  49*6» 
5139,  5497,  6023,  6355,  8815,  10309,  11531; 
883,  897,  1510,  1749,  1975 
Shipping  Combine,  alleged,  adj.  [exfl.,  3955), 
30  SO 

Slate  Importations,  New  Zealand,  q.,  ^Soz 
Supply  : 

PoAmaster-General :    (Central  StafOi  10340, 
10249 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  m.,  ^791 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m..  62S1 


Thomas,  Hon.  J. — eoniituied. 
Tariff : 

Address,  195,  205-6 
Budget,  3676-83 
Kerosene  Duties,  q.,  7298 
Lead,  rebate,  q.,  6431 
New  Protection,  Budget,  2678 
Order  of  Consideration,  m.,  4627 
Wire  Netting,  Budget.  3678.  2683 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 
Bags,  &c.,  5645 
Candles,  4948 
Cartridges,  7382 

Curtains  and  Blinds,  tans,  req.,  11438,  11443 

Engines,  &c.,  6713 

Fireworks,  7383 

Fruits  and  Vegetables,  5278 

Fuse,  7389 

Glucose,  4627 

Marine  Engines,  6655 

Mining  Engines,  &c.,  6786 

Motive  Power  Machinery,  666a 

Newspaper,  7209,  7312 

Paper  and  Stationery,  7238 

Piece  Goods,  584^,  ^843,  5855 

Rice,  5531 

Timber,  &c.,  7022,  7073,  7084,   cons.  req. 

{f.O.  IIO37),  11133,  III47 

Weighing  Machines,  66a8 

Wire  Netting,  4544,  4572,  4576 

Works  of  Art,  cons,  req.,  11576 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones  : 

Toll  System,  suffly,  10243,  10240-^0 
Walpole,  Mr.  R.  S.,  q.,  11018,  11019 

Thomwm.  Hon.  Dutfald,  North  Sydneig  : 

Advertising  Resources  of  Australia,  suffly, 
95»5.  9606 

Australian  Industries   Preservation   Bill,  aX., 
9114;  com.  (definition),  9130,  9131;  (answers 
to  questions),  9227 ;  31.,  9588 
Australians,  repatriation  of,  suffly,  11359 
Board  of  Trade  Correspondents,  q,,  4957 
Bounties  Bill,  eons,  amdts.,  6404 
Business,  Order  of,  m.,  10126-7 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  earn.  (Taxation- 

by  States),  3881,  3894 
"  Counsels  of  the  Empire,"  speech,  by  Mr. 

Deakin,  q.,  5803 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  ecns.  req.t  (sago,  &c.),. 
10497;  (slearine),  10505;  (Uquotice),  10517, 
10518;  (vegetables),  10520;  (matches), 
10547,  10548,  10550,  10551,  10553;  (tea), 
10560;  (apparel),  10567;  (gloves),  10579, 
1 1460 ;  (bats,  &c.),  10585 ;  (piece  goods), 
10628,  11528;  (waddings,  &c.),  10634,  10635, 
10637;  (anns,  &c.),  10657,  10659;  (cntlery), 
1067a,  10674 ;  (motive  power  machinery;, 
10682 ;  (aluminium  goods),  10707 ;  (locks), 
10789,  10797;  (standards,  ftc),  10801; 
(wheels),  10804  >  (electrical  and  gas  appli- 
ances), 10744,  11546;  (oils),  {f.O.,  10884), 
10885,  10897,  10912,  10995;  (roofing  tiles), 
10900,  10903;  (furniture),  11013;  (timber), 
iioaS,  11148,  11149,  11567,  11572;  (talking 
machines,  ftc),  11066;  (catalogues,  &c.), 
11071;  (directories,  ftc),  11079,  11451;  (ad- 
vertisements, ftc),  11680.  11081,  11083; 
(printing  ink),  11005,  "5^7>  '*57^>  (Hcht- 
pausiohpapier),  11170;  (machinery,  rebate  for 
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Thomson,  Hon.  Dugald — eantinued. 

home  consumption),  11203;  (curtains  and 
blinds),  11441;  (electrical  machinery),  11448, 
f.o.,  Iit49 ;  (pulley  blocks),  10^1 ;  f-o., 
"539-4I-  l-S""  Tariff  ResolutioDS  (Cus- 
toms),) 

Deciiuul  Coinage,  q.,  11335-6 
Defence  : 

Naval  Policy,  suffly.  1x471 

Supplies,  prefercDce  to  Great  Brftmin,  auffly, 
ioo8j;  10608 

Vote  for,  suffty,  11374 
Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill,  g., 

6oc)5 

Electoral  Rolls,  y.,  1596 

Estimates,   Additional,  suffly,    iia7a.  "300, 

"359.  "374 
Excise    Procedure   Bill,   zK.,  7480 
Excise  Tariff  Acts,  standard  of  wages,  q.,  6og6 
Expenditure,    Commonwealth,    suffly,  94<>5i 

9957-6'.  9974.  i"?! 
Fcdtral  Capital,  q.,  Q47'i ;  itff^y.  9887-  {Set 

Seat  of  Government  Bill) 
Finance,  Federal,  suffly.  11272 
Financial      Relations,      Comuoowealth  and 

States,  q.,  11785,  11786 
Fire  Insurance  Uiil,  i^-,  1608 
Freeman   and  Wallace,  m.,   10126-7;  suffly^ 

m,,  11351 

German  islands,  Pacific,  q.,  6813,  7150 
Honorary  Uinister's  Expenses,  luffly,  9483, 

9487 

Immigration,  luffly,  9515,  9606 
Imports,  Classification  of,  suffly,  9995 
Invalid    and    Old-age    Pensions    Bill,  ^  3K., 

1 1959  >    torn,    [who   may    receive  pensions), 

11C164,  11067.    (See  Old-age  Pensions.) 
Iron  Bounties  Bill,  q.,  5691 
Labour  Caucus,        f.o.t  10968 
Labour    I'urty,    Mr.    Watson's  resignation  of 

leadership,  5327 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  q.,  4623,  6229; 

6435.  6440;  iP-o-y  6501) 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Hill,  2K.,  (f-e., 

6a)s)i  (schedule),  12179 

Navigation  Bill,  q-.  9193 
New  Hebrides,  supply,  9415- 
Officers  Compensation   Dill,   cons,   met.,  7409 
Old-age  Pensions,  supply.  9326.    (5«  Invalids 

and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill) 
Opium,  sale  of,  g.,  3*170 
Paner,  GovernmcDt  tenders,  q.,  10081 
Pafxia,  q.,  10965,  11422 
Parliament  : 

Library,  suffly,  1 1300 

Reflections  on,  obs.,  10995 
Parliamentarv  Witnesses  Bill,  eom.  (refusing 

to  be  sworn),  12075 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 

Revenue  and  Expenditure,  m„  9954 

Speech  by  Secretarv,  q.,  fjooa 

Slumps.  Printint;  of,  suffly,  9974 

Vote  for.  supply,  11274 
Preferential  TrnHe  (Tariff).  5068 
Public  Service  Bill,  2B.,  12064 
Quarantine  Bill,  com.  proclamation  of  ports), 

Quarantine,  suffly,  0084 

Railwiy  C.nugc.  T'riiform,  q.,  92q8 

llep.itTiation,  supply,  11159 

Seat    of    r.nvprnmcnl    Bill,    2IL,  10361.  {See 
Kcder.al  Capital) 


Ibomson,  Hon.  Dugald — tentinued. 
Shipping,  differential  treatment  of*  q..  1179*, 

11921 
Supply  : 

Defence  ;   (Central  Administration),  10082 
External     Attairs      (Administrative),  940^ 

0415;    (Executive    Council),   9483,  9487; 

(Miscellaneous),  9515,  9606 
Home  Affairs  (Ceoaus  and  Statistics),  9879; 

(Miscellaneous),  98S7 
Parliament  (Library),  11300 
Treasury  (The  Treasury),  9057  ;  (Govemmemt 

Printer),  9974;  (incidental  expenses),  11374 
Trade    and    Customs    (Quarantine),    9984 ; 

(South  Australia),  9995 
Works  and  Buildings  (iiome  Affairs),  11407; 

(Defence),  11411 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  28.,  11727 
Tariff  ; 

Alterations,  List  of,  6834 
Kerosene  Duties,  q.,  7399,  745S 
New  Protection,  supply,  4009,  4010,  4130^ 
4134 

Senate's  Re()uests,  g.,  10079 
Tartaric  Acid,  q.,  1109S 
Tariff  Kesulutions  (Customs) : 
Acetic  acid,  &c.,  6gt>9 

Advertisements,    7194;    cons.    r«q,,  itoSo^ 

ttoSi,  11083 
Agricultural,  &c..    Machinery,    6054,  6559, 

6561,  6563,  6575.  6581,  6589 
Ale,  Porter,  and  other  Uecr  {f.»-,  4006-7), 

*ooo,  4010,  4130,  *i34 
Aluminium  Goods,  cons,  req,,  10707 
Ammonia,  condenser  coils,  &c.,  6113 
Antimony,  6830 

Apparel,  5625;  etnt.  req.,  lotfifj 

Arms,  6033,  6037;  evns.  r;;.,  ' 10657,.  10659 

Bug!>,  He.,  m.,  lo  report,  5730,  57J4 

Bags,    baskeU,   itc,  7359 

Barbed   wire,  6830 

Biscuits,  4776 

BlackiDg,  6iC.,  6854,  6855 

Boats,  &c.,  7359,  7360 

Bottle  stoppers,  6935 

Bottles,  empty,  693b 

Candles,  506S 

Canv:is  and  duck,  5930  * 

Casks,  &c.,  7131 

Catalogues,    &C.,    7171,    7172,    7177,  7179, 

7187;  c9ns.  req.,  11071 
Cienretles,  4304 
Coffee,  5262 

Confectionery,  ftc,  5159,  5172,  5234,  5141, 

5^57.  S^S") 
Corks,  7379,  7381 

Curled   hair,   i(-c.,  7159 
Curtains  and  Blinds,  cons,  req.,  11441 
Cutlery,  eons,  req.,  10672,  10674 
Cviinders.  6114 

Directories,   ftc,  7189;  toits.   req.,  11079, 

"452 
Droppers,  6831 

Electrical  and  Oa$  Appliances,  680S,  6S09; 

cons,  req.,  10744,  11546 
Electrical    Machinery,    cons,    req.,  11448; 

{p.o.,  11449) 
Fnt;ines.  itc. ,  6~o6,  6708 
Fancy  poods,  7140 
Fish,  5267 

Fishing  nets,  ftc.  7374  .^f^ci\c> 
Fm-f*^  and  vepetables,  5279  ^Jv^xl*- 
Furniture,  tons.  req..  "iioia 
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ThomsoQ,  Hon.  Dugald — ceaiimud. 

Tariff  Rnolutions  (Cuttom*)— ftfutfrnurf. 

Glass,  polished,  &c.,  6921 

Gloves,  5939;  com.  req.,  10579,  »>46o 

Glue,  &c.,  6950 

Governors,  importations  foi,  7403,  7406 

Grain  and  pulse,  5350,  5357 

Hats,  &c.,  5947;  tmu.  rtg.,  10585 

Iron  anil  iteel  tubei,  fiiia 

Iron  and  steel,  6841 

Iron,  plute  and  sheet,  6530 

{cwellery,  7149 
.amps,  &c.,  6043,  6047,  6048 
Lasts  and  Trees,  7136 
Lead,  6050 

Leather  manufactures,  7166 
Licht-pausrohpapier,     eons.     req.,     1 1 170, 

11171,  11172' 
Liquorice,  cans,  req.,  10517,  10518 
Loclts,  cons.  req..  10789,  10797 
Machinery,   rebate   for  home  consumption, 

cons,  rtq.,  11203 

Machinery  and  parts,  6103 

Machinery  uid  Machines  and  Machine  Tools, 

6740,  6745 
Manures,  7370 

Matches,   5446 1     eons,   rtg.,    10547,  10548, 

10550,  10551,  10553 
Meats,  &c.,  5455 
Milk,  5509,  5519 
Milling  silk,  5;^ 

Motive  power  machinery,  <etu.  ret-,  10682 
Motor  cars,  &c.,  7393 
Nails,  6596,  6607,  66i3,  6619 
Naphthalene,  6977 

Oils,   6861,  6863;   cons.   req.   [f,o„  10884, 

10885),  10897,  1091a,  10995 
Paints  and  colours,  688^.  OiiSi;.  6888,  6889, 

68go 

Paper    and    stationery,    7315,  7319,  7333, 
7242 

Pianos,  7351 

Piece  Goods,  5806,  5852;  eons.  req..  10638; 

ip.o.,  11538) 
Plates,  &c..  6830 
Potatoes,  5343 
Potato  flour,  534c 

Printing,  &c.,  inks,  7244,  7261 ;  cons,  req., 
"095 

Pulley  blocks,  ftc,  eons,  req.,  10686,  11539- 
4» 

Rails,   &c.,   6820,  6836 
Rennet  liquid, 

Roofing  tiles,  Ac,  6906,  6908;  eons,  req., 

IO90O1  I0Q0> 

Sacrharin,  JM73 
Saddlers*  Weta,  ftc.,  5939 
Sago,  eons,  req.,  10497 
Salt,  4c.,  5535,  5536.  5542 
Sausage  casings,  5459  . 
Saws,  &c.,  6748,  6750 
Scrap  iron,  ftc,  6832 
Screws,  6771 

Stained  Glass  Windows,  6919 
Standards,  ftc,  eont.  req.,  10801 
Stcarine,  &c.,  5141 ;  eons,  req.,  10505 
Stone   and  marble,  6964 
Strawboard,  7224 
Sugar,  468S,  4762 
Tanks,  6621 

Talking  machines,  ftc,  eons,  rtq.^  11066 
Tea,  {f.o.y  5465);  eons,  req.,  no66 
Tents,  ftc,  5938 
Textiles,  &c.,  n.e.i.,  5633,  5634 


TbtHnson,  Htm.  Dugald — continued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — eoniituted. 
Timber,  ftc,  7032,  7068.  7085,  7096,  7097, 
7^04,  7107,  7ioSi  cons,  req.,  11028,  iii48» 
11149,   11567,  1157a 
Tin  plates,  6116,  6833 
Tobacco,  4341 
Varnishes,  6893 

Vegetables,  dried,  ftc,  5341 ;    cons,  req., 
locaq 

Waddings,   ftc,   5927 ;   eons,   req.,  10634^ 

106^5,  10637 

Weighing  machines,  6629 

Wheels,  eons,  req.,  10S04 

Wire  cloth,  Ac,  68^ 

{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.} 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise) : 

Cigarettes,  4312,  4313 

Glucose,  4643 

Saccharin,  5557 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones  : 

Metallic    Circuits,    q.,  6735 

Wires,  undergrounding,  suffly,  11407  * 
Tenders,  public,  British  preference,  suffly, 

10082;  q.,  10608,  11525,  11703,  12198 
Transferred  Properties,  q.,  11921 
Transferred   Services,   revenue  and  expendi- 
ture, M,,  11709 
Victoria,  Population,  10535 

Thomson,  Mi .  John,  Cowper : 

Bounties  Bill,  com.  (specification  of  bounties),. 

1061 ;  First  Schedule  (coffee),  1209 
Butter  Boxes,  q.,  6591 
Batter  Grading,  1413 
Defence : 

Military  Instruction,  q.,  2123 
Estimates,  Additional,  11392 
Grain  Bags,  q.,  7414 
Iron  Industry,  q,,  11420 
Mails,  Conveyance  of,  q.,  1595 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  q.,  11742- 
New  Hebrides,  q.,  10700 
New  Protection  (Tariff)  : 

Tobacco,  4290 
Postal  Service  : 

Contract  Offices,  suffly,  i[393'3 

Reclassification,  q.,  10875 
Postal  Votes,  q.,  nSt 
Preferential  Trade   (Tariff),  4950,  4968 
Public  Service  : 

Allowances,  Special,  suffiy,  11392 

Undermauning,  Customs,  q.,  11624 
Quarantine  Bill,  com.  (fumigation  of  vessels), 

1621 

Shipping  Combine,  alleged,  adj,.  3956 
Supply  : 

Postmaster-Genera)  (o£Sces  and  lines),  11192 
Tariff: 

Timber,  Butter-box,  q.,  3564 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  :- 

Agricultural,  ftc.  Machinery,  6579 
Candles,  4950,  4955,  4968,  5081,  5r32 
Fishmg  nets,  ftc,  7374,  7375 
Furniture,  7018 
Hats,  &c,  596a 
t        Iron,  plate  and  sheet,  6542 
Piece  goods,  5921 

Timber,  ftc,  7048,  7071,  7085,  7091 
Tobacco,  42S9 
Telegraphs  and  TelephoniT:,^^-,!^ 
Delays  in  delivery  of  tele^ib^fV  53^8 
Lines,  maintenance,  suffly,  1 1392  * 
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Trenwith,  Senator  Hon.  W.  A.,  Victoria: 

Additional  Appropiiatioo  (Works  and  Build- 
ings) Bill,  com.,  schedule  (Defmce)>  11693 

AddresS'ia-RepIy,  m.,  376-8 

Adjourament,  Special,  m.,  7788 

Agiicultural  Implement  Makers'  Union,  adj., 
S496 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  eem.  (application  of 
State  laws),  673,  1590;  (presentment  of 
cheque  for  payment),  2058,  341a;  (protec- 
tion of  banker),  2198,  2206;  (States  duty 
stamps),  2287;  (post  dated  cheques),  3398 

Bounties  Bill,  com,  (notice  of  conditions),  3780 ; 
(regulations),  2851,  2853,  2859;  torn.,  first 
schedule  (cotton),  2S70,  2871;  (jute),  3166, 
3167,  3*58;  (mohair),  3374;  (rice),  3488; 
(coffee),  3708;  {tobBCCo)^  4901;  eons,  mes., 
6413 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  as,,  laita 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  com.  (taxation 
by  State),  1052 
,  Customs     Tariff     Bill,     m.,     11587;  com. 
(schedule)  : 

Ammonia,  9243;  (/•<'•>  9M5)  9M6|  9351) 

Animals,  7657 

Apparel,  sc.,  8202 

Artificial  Plants,  ftc,  835a 

Bananas,  -7871 

Bicycles,  Sec,  9818 

Biscuits,  7680 

Blue,  768S 

Boots,  &c.,  9663 

Carbide  of  calcium,  9366 

Coffee,  777a 

Combs,  &c.,  9653 

Confectionery,  7734 

Electrical,  &c.,  appliances,  8890 

Electrical  machinery,  ftc,  8S02 

Fish,  7803 

Furniture,  9357 

Furs,  &c.,  8290 

Gloves,  tons,  reg.,  10931 

Glue,  8502,  8jii 

Grain  and  Pulse,  prepared  [p.o.,  7902). 
7909 

Hats,  &c.,  S311,  8319,  8320 
Insecticides,  &c.,  oa88 
Leather,  9676 

Liquid  Removers  of  Paint,  ftc,  8473 
Machinery,  ftc,  8706 
Matches,  7965,  7984 
Meats,  ftc.,  8015 
Milk,  trfl.,  8026 

Motive  power  machinery  {f.o.,  8649) 
Nails.  8601,  8609 

Nuts,  8034 

Oilmen's  Stores,  8042,  S048,  8060 

Oils,  8429,  8448 

Onions,  7886 

Paints,  ftc.,  8466 

Paper,  writing  and  typing,  9799 

Piece  Goods,  8168,  817a,  8181 

Printing  Ink,  9804 

Printing  Roller  'Composition,  8525 

Pulley  Blocks,  ftc,  cont.  reg.,  10939 

Rails,  Fishplates,  ftc,  cans.  reg..  (0957 

Rice,  8070 

Salt,  Soqa 

Spices,  8099 

Socks,  ftc,  8341 

Spectacles,  f rames,  ftc. ,  9659 

Steel  wheels,  9186 

Strawboard,  9748,  9756 


Trenwith,  Senator  Hon.  W.  A.— continued. 
Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule)— ftfiift'mrf^ 
Taltow,  ftc,  8385 
Tanks,  8615 
Tea,  81 II 

Timber,  9463,  9548;   {f.o.,   9550);  com. 

reg.,  tia44i  11356,  it6oa 
Tool  Handles,  9636 
Type,  ftc,  8768 

Vegetables,  dried,  ftc,  7875,  7877 
Wine,  Sparkling,  7629 
Wire-netting,  9165 
Wood  Articles,  9578 

Defence  : 

Small-arms  Factory,  suffly,  11693 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 
com.  (powers  of  Court),  566a;  reeom.  (lefer- 
cnce  of  question),  5985 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Admissibility  of  Re- 
quest (Customs  Tariff  Bill),  m.,  9251;  (Ex- 
cise Tariff  Bill),  m.,  10033 

Excise  Tariff  Bill,  com.,  Schedule :  (confec- 
tionery), f.o.,  10033-4 

Imperial  Conference,  addrest,  376-8 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  2B.,  12014 

Judiciary  Bill,  com.  (appeals  from  State 
Courts),  945 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey 
Bill,  3K.  {f.o.),  1025-6-7;  torn,  (power  to 
make  survey),  1487 

Officers  Compensation  Bill,  at.,  10054;  eom. 
(J.  Wilson),  10068 

Order  of  Bnuneu,  m.,  34 

Parliament  House,  Entertainment  of  Strancert, 
6059 

Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  com.  (no  action 

for  publication),  12133 
Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  com.  (resitting 

apprebeotion),  765 
Preferential  Trade,  address^  377-8 
Prime  Minister,  Actions  of,  in  England,  ad- 
dress, 377 
Printing  Committee,  m.,  3283 
Privilege,  Procedure,  Select  Committee, 
10006 

Quarantine    Bill,    com.     (arrangements  with 
State),  5307;  (Proclamntion  of  ports),  5397. 
S483 ;   (animals),  6066;  (liability  of  owners 
for  expenses),  6071,  6076,  6081 ;  (peisoas 
able  to  support  themiwlves),  6318;  (vaccina- 
tion), 6234 
Senate,  Rights  of,  m.,  11587 
Standing  Orders,  Amendment  of,  adj.,  a^a 
Standing  Orders  Committee,  m.,  36 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  com.  (issue  and  applica- 
tion), 1045 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  IK.,  633a 

Tariff  : 

Debate,  duration  of,  adj.,  7564 
Tobacco  Combine,  m.s.o.,  3051;  {p.o.,  3053); 
m..  3059 
Wages  Boards,  tuffty,  6333-3 

Todov,  Hon.  F.  O.,  Yarra  : 
Addreu*in-Reply,  m.,  336 
Advertising  Resources  of  Australia,  tuffly, 
9618 

Bounties  Bill,  com.,  first  schedule  (tobaeca 

leaf),  1227;  (fish),  1301 
Budget,  3296  I 
Chinese  Immigration,  o^^rA^^^QlC 
Coastal  Steamers,        928  '  ^ 
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Tudor,  Hon.  F.  G.—eentinued. 
Commerce  Act,  address,  336 
Corio    DivisioD,    Irregularitiet    at  General 

Election,  g., 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cans.  reg.  (gloves),  10578; 
(hats,  &c.),  10580,  10591,  10618;  (socks,  &c.), 
10646,  10651 ;  (manufactures  of  metals),  10706 : 
(wire),  10808;  {f.o.,  loSii),  1081a;  (furni- 
ture), iioiz;  (leather),  11(70;  (catalogues), 
11075;  (directories),  11078,  11456;  (card- 
board), 11091}  (timber),  11149;  (electrical 
machinery),  11446.  {See  Tariff  Resolutions 
(Customs) ) 

Defence  : 

Area  for  Maoopuvring  and  Artillery  Prac- 
tice, suffly.  3454 

Enlistment,  4748 

Lang,  Bomt»rdier,  2313 
Electoral  : 

Amendment  of  Law,  address,  343-3 

Officials  as  Returning  Officeti,  m.,  707 

Rolls,  11359 
Election  Expenses  Reimbunemeot  Bill,  com. 

(Appropriation),  12197 
Employers*  Federation  of  Victoria,  address, 

356-7 

Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act, 
g.,  4748,  4926;  adj.,  6366,  iai66;  s->  7"S- 
{See  New  Protection) 

Expenditure  in  Excess  of  Votes,  luffly,  3544 

Factory  legislation,  Tasmania,  address,  \n-2 

GoTemment  Printing  Office,  g.,  6813 

Grain  Bags,  size  of,  g.,  0845 

Immigration  Restriction  Act,  address,  336 

Immigratitm,  supfly,  9618 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  com. 
(invalid),  11978.    {See  Old-age  Pensions) 

Iron  Ore,  exportation,  6407 

Labour  Party,  address,  339-41 

lAaiU : 

Service  to  Europe,  m.,  exfl.,  606 ;  m.,  f.e., 
6501 

Manufactures     Encouragement     Bill,  com. 

(schedule),  13178 
National    Physique,    School    Inspection,  q., 

3302.  3585.  397a 

New  Protection,  q.,  3843,  5338,  7116.  {See 
Excise  Tariff,  &c.) 

New  Protection  (Tariff)  : 
Tobacco,  4387 

Officers  Compensation  Bill,  cons,  mes.,  7499 

Old-age  Pensions,  address,  338;  suffly,  9334  j 
q.,  12038.  {Set  Invalid  and  Old-age  Pen- 
sions Bill) 

Papua,  Solomon  Island,  and  New  Hebrides, 

3508 

Pairioi,  Western  Australia,  address,  338-40 
Piano  Industry,  q.,  11361 
Post  Offices  : 

Contract  Offices,  sup-ply,  3533,  3538 

Cue  Postmaster,  6406 

Expenditure,  supply,  3533 

Hawthorn,  supply,  3527 

Melbourne,  supply,  3533,  3537-8,  3536 

Northam,  supply,  3535 

Sydney,  supply,  3533,  3527 
Postal  Service  : 

B07  Labour,  Shepparton,  q.,  1412 

Boy  Letter-carriers,  q.,  504,  1181 

Deputy  Postmaster-General,  Victoria,  mp^y, 
4854 

Overtime,  q.,  2313 

Parcels  Deuvery,       11434,  11628,  11794 
Piomotions,  Victoria,  4843 


Tudor,  Hon.  F.  G.—eontinued. 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4571,  5079 
Printing  Office,  Government,  supply,  3593-3 
Public  Service  : 
Examinations,  q.,  7459 
Increments,  ad;.,  32^;  q.,  6812 
Repatriated  Australians,  adj.,  1326 
Starch  Workers'  Conditions,  address,  337 
States'  Officers,  Services  by,  suf^y,  9738 
Sugar  Excise  Act,  q.,  3173 
Sugar  Industry,  address,  338,  343 
Supply  : 

Attorney  General  (High  Court),  973S 
External    Affairs    (Administration),    9483  j 

(Miscellaneous),  9618 
Works  and  Buildings  (Trade  and  Customs), 
3441;   (defence,   Tasmania),   3454;  (post 
and  telegraph.  New  South  Wales),  3509, 
3523;  (post  and  telegraph,  Victoria),  3537; 
(post  and  telegraph.  Western  Australia), 
3535  >    (telegraphs  and   telephones,  New 
South  Wales),  3543;  (Treasury),  359a 
Supply  Bill  (No.  a),  m.,  1790 
Tariff  : 

Comparative  columns,  q.,  1747 
Comparative  table  of  rates,  q.,  2791,  2889 
Harvesters,  q.,  1748 
Index,  q.,  1714 
Kerosene  Duties,  7399 
Order  of  consideration,  m.,  4347 
Wire  Netting,  precedence  to  item,  m.,  4347 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 
Acetic  Acid,  &c.,  6969 
Agricultural,  &c.,  machinery,  655a,  6559 
Ale,  Porter,  &c.,  (f.o.,  335^),  3296 
Arms,  603^ 

Bags,  &c.,  5643,  5646 
Bananas,  5339 
Bicycles,  ftc,  7273 
Blackmg,  &c.,  W47 
BlaoIceU,  &c.,  5738 
Boats,  &c.,  7359 
Cameras,  &c.,  7394 
Canflles,  5079 

Cardboard,  cons,  req.,  11091 
Catalogues,  &c.,  cons,  reqr^  11075 
Confectionery,  Ac,  5167,  5246,  5259 
Coues  and  cushions,  5739 
Crust  or  Rough-tanned  Goat  Skins,  7168 
Cycle  parts,  &c.,  7283,  7284,  7454 
Directories,  &c.,  cans,  req.,  11078  11456 
Dry  Plates,  7396 

Electrical  Machinery,  cons,  req.,  11446 

FancjF  Goods,  7140,  7142 

Furniture,  &c.,  7007;  cons,  req.,  iiota 

Glass,  bevelled,  ftc,  6914 

Glass,  polished,  ftc,  6921,  6922 

Gloves,  cons,  req.,  10578 

Glucose,  4611 

Glue,  ftc,  6949 

Grain  and  pulse,  5351 

Hats  and  Caps,  5941,    5959 ;    cons,  req., 

10580,  10591,  10618 
Inks,  ftc,  for  Leather,  7399 
Insecticides,  ftc,  6979 
Jewellery,  7143,  7148,  7149 
Leather,  7166,  7168;  cons,  req.,  11070 
Machinery  and  parts,  6104 
Manufactures  of  Metals,  cons,  req.,  10706 
Matches,  .S453 
Oilmen's  Stores.  5524 
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Tudor,  Hon.  F.  G.—efiiOinued, 
Tariff  Rcsolutioas  (Customs)— ftfuft'NMii. 
pBruols,  Ac,  7454 
Perambulators,  &c.,  bodies,  728.1 
Piece  goods,  5851,  5925 
Printing,  ftc,  inki,  7244,  7253 
Rice,  5527 

Rubber  Maoufacturei,  7168 
Shooks,  7136 

Socks  and  Stockiags,  5933,  5935 ;  eons,  req., 

(0646,  10651 
Stained  Glass  Windows,  6914 
Stearine,  ftc,  5x44 
Stone  and  Marble,  6959,  6964,  6965 
Tea,  5464 

Textiles,  &c.,  n.e.i.,  563a 

Timber,  &c.,  7072,  7098,  7102,  7103,  7106; 

eons.  Ttq.  11149 
Tobacco,  4217,  4^7 
Wire  Cloth,  &c.,  6833 

Wire,  cens.  req..  10808;  {p.o.,  toSii),  10812 

Wire  Netting,  4571 

Yami,  7377 

[See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  ! 

Budget,  m.,  3296 

Cigarettes,  4320,  4324 

Glucose,  4639 

Saccharin,  5558 

Starch,  5548,  5552 

Su(;nr,  4766 

Tobnrco,  4306 
Telegrapiis  and  Telephones  : 

Line  Repairers,  &c.j  test,  q.,  13152 

Operators,  telegraph,        4519,  4843 

Supplementary  lists,  telephone,  q,  11743 

Telephone  Charges,  Melbourne  suburbs, 
q,y  J348 ;  supply,  3509,  3527,  3544;  Mileage 
Rates,  q.,  6736 

Trunk  Telephone  Rates,  q.,  501,  590,  975 ; 
supply,  3544 
Trawler,  Steam,  q.,  3301 ;  suffly,  3441 

Turkey,  Senator  H.,  i^uffnnland  .- 

Additional  Appropriation  Bill,  com.,  schedule 

(External  Affairs),  11617;  (Electoral),  11620 
Advertising  Australia,  supply.  5896 
Appropriation    (Works   and   Buildings)  Bill, 

com,,  schedule  (Defence),  3934,  4038 
Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  aS., 

4600;  com.   (burden  of  proof),  5041;  {f.o., 

5044-5) ;  ad.  rep.,  5178 
Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.   (protest),  2418 
Bounties    Bill,    com.     (appropriation),    ajr67 ; 

(jute),   3264;   (copra),   3401;   (rice),  3488; 

(rubber),  3565,  3570;  (tobacco),  3730;  rteom. 

(tobacco),  4904 
Coal  Combine,  alleged,  adj.,  3703 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  as.,  tait^ 
'Customs  Tariff  Bill,  tern.     Schedule  : 

Carbide  of  Calcium,  9364 

Peel,  7834 

Stone  and  Marble,  8551 

Timber,  9444,  9451,  9469,  947a,  9545;  eons. 

req.,  11249,  "3<»8,  11605 
Yams,  9930 
Defence  ; 

Establishment,  supply,  3934 
Rifle  Range  :  Toowong,  tufftyj  4038;  'Bris- 
bane, supply,  4039 
Electoral  Rolls,  supply,  11620;  q„  11983 


Turley,  Senator  B..—eoHtinmtd. 
Excise  Procedure  Bill*  com.  (lesal  xepreseau- 

tton),  5122 

Immigration,  q.,  650,  1929;  m.,  ao55 ;  supply. 


5896,  590* 
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Invalid  and  01d<sge  Penskmi  Bill,  at.,  laoif 
Judiciary    Bill,   com.    (appeals   fron  Stale 

Courts),  95s 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey 
Bill,  3K.,  1161;  eom.  (power  to  oiake  sor- 
vey),  1478 
Land  Settlement,  smffly,  5896-5901 
Mails  : 

Service  to  Europe,  g.,  6294,  6297,  6408,  6410 
Officers'  Compensation  Bill,  com.  {S.  Btimett), 

10069;  (>hort  title),  10070 
Order  of  Business,  adj.,  693 
Quarantine  Bill,  as.,  ^^85;  (proclamatioB 

of  portb),  5491 
Repatriation,  supply,  11617 

Senate  Election,  South  Australia,  m.,  4834 
St.    Ledger,  Senator,    perscmal  esplaaalton, 

adj.,  11910 

Sugar-cane  Fields,  Queensland,       5175,  084 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2,)  com.  (issue  and  applica- 
tion), 1940 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  eom.  (schedule).  External 

Affairs,  5896 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  earn,  (schedule),  6^48 

Yardon,  Senator  J.,  South  Awtmha 

Additional  Apj>ropriatioa  (Works  and  Bnild- 
ings)  Bill,  3R.,  11690;  eom.,  schedule  (De- 
fence), 11695 

Appropriation  Bill,  eom.  (Home  Affairs), 
10305,  10306 

■Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  eam.  (ap- 
propriation), 12127 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  Schedule  : 
Ammonia,  9242,  9344 
Antimony,  9171 
Bicycles,  &c.,  9821 
Blankets,  Printing,  9946 
Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  eons,  feq.^ 

10948,  11597 
Klectrolypes,  &c.,  9169 
Furniture,  9369 
Goods  brought  back,  9946 
Hay  and  Chaff,  eons,  req.,  10864 
Insecticides,   &c.,  9284,  9290;   cons,  req., 

11340 
Leather,  &c.,  9677 
Manures,  9914 
Naphthaline,  9375 
Oils,  cons,  req.,  11333,  ii*3> 
Paper,  n.e.i.,  9758 

Paper,  Manufactures  of,  9681,  9S02 

Paper  F'attems,  9810 

Paper,  Printed,  9745 

Pianos,  9840 

Printing  Ink,  9S05 

Spectacles  and  Frames,  Ac.,  9659 

Stearine,  cons,  req.,  10854 

Strawboard,  9756 

Wicker.  Bamboo,  &c.,  n.e.i.,  9570 
Wire  Netting,  o"»3 
Wood  Articles.  9573,  9574,  9576 
Defence ; 
Drill  Halls,  supply,  11690 
Small  Arms  and  Cordite/^Kitoiie^  ni^f, 
11695  Digitized  by 
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▼mrdon,  Senator  J. — eoniiHued. 

Excise  Tariff  Bill,  com..  Schedule  :  (Glucose), 
10039 

Harvesters,  Price  of,  q.,  10919,  11 330 
Invalid  and  OUl*age  FeasioDs  Bill,  aK.,  12025; 
com.  (commencement),  12026;  (who  may  re- 
ceive penstODs),  12027;  (necessary  condi- 
tions), 12033;  (mvestigatitui  by  Kegistiar), 
12036 

Northern  Territory,  adj..  9741 
Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  am.,  12130 
Petition,  Printing  of,  m.,  10251 
Postal  Service  : 

Mitcbell,  South  Australia.,  q.,  963a 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 

Administration,  adj-^  9533 

Cabinet  Committee,  adj.,  9533;  11580 
Statistical  Branch,  suffly,  10305,  10306 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  aB.,  itSq^;  com.  fcom- 

mencemeot),  11906 

Walker,  Senator  Hon.  J.  T.,  New  South 

Wales: 

Acts  and  Documents,  6061 

Address-in-Keplyj  m.,  59 

Advertising  the  Commonwealth,  suffly,  5886 

Adjournment,  Early,  m.,  487 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill,2K., 
3817 ;  com.,  schedule  (telegraphs  and  tele- 
phones), 4049;  (Government  Printing  Office), 
;  (Commonwealth  Offices,  London), 
4063;  3R.,  4144 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  2R., 
4513 ;  com.  (burden  of  proof,  &€■),  4914* 
49^3)  50^6,  5040;  ad.  ref.,  5181 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  2K.,  663;  com.  (in- 
dorsement in  blank  and  special  mdorsement), 
74lt;  (presentment  of  cheque  for  payment), 
750,  2056,  2058,  2060,  3410,  341a;  (protection 
of  banker),  751,  754,  3201 ;  (protest  when 
notary  not  accessible),  760 ;  (bank  holidays), 
3210;  (second  schedule),  2384;  (State  stamp 
duty),  2393;  (post-dated  cheques),  2297, 
2298;  (alteration  of  promissory  note),  3299, 
3300;  reeam.  (presentation  of  cheque  for 
payment),  3414 

Bounties,  addrets,  59-60 

Bounties  Bill,  21.,  3761  ;  com.,  first  schedule, 
(cotton),  3864,  3871,  3069 ;  (New  Zraland 
flax),  3076  i  (coffee),  3707 ;  (tobacco),  {p.o., 
4161;  4164);  (fish),  4263;  (wool  tops),  4386, 
6391 ;  ad.  ref.,  4585 

Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  com.  (Taxation 
by  States),  1051,  1581,  1584 

Defence  : 

Military  School,  g.,  4143 

Naval  Agreement,  address,  60 

Rifle  Matches,  Sydney,  g.,  5083,  5283,  6189 

Direct  Taxation,  suffly,  3817 

Dominion  of  New  Zealand,  q..  379:; 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  com.  (exclusion  of  law- 
yers), 5126 

Federal  Capital,  address,  61-2;  q.,  3844-5; 
f«tfh>  3817 

Financial      Relations,      Commonwealth  and 

States,  address,  60;  smffly,  3817,  6313-4 
First  President  of  the  Senate,  m.,  3366 
•ovemment  Printing  Office,  Victoria,  suffly, 
4055 

High  Commissioner,  address,  60-1 ;  y.,  3797 
{see  London  Offices) 

High  Court  as  Final  Court  of  Appeal,  ad- 
dress, 61 


Walker,  Senator  Hon.  J.  T. — continued. 

Immigration  :  Encouragement,  address,  6a;  g,, 
3900 

Imperial  Conference,  address,  59 

Income  Tax :  Federal  Salaries  and  Allow- 
ances, address,  61 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  address, 
62 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  2R.,  1359;  ip.o.,  10J2);  com.  (appro- 
priation of  moneys),  1510 

Kanakas :  Repatriation,  address,  61 ;  suffly, 
5S86 

London  Offices  of  Commonwealth,  suffly, 
3817,  4063,  4144;  q.,  4706,  5r77,  5857  {see 
High  Commissioner] 

Mails  : 

Mail  Contract,  cancelled,  address,  61 ;  g., 
649,  3558 

Map  of  Australia,  suffly,  6351 

Maranoa  Farmers*  Association,  exfl.,  500 

Navigation  Conference,  address,  59 

New  Guinea,  address,  6ii  6a 

New  Hebrides,  address^  62-3;  q.,  4245,  4708; 
suffly,  5886 

Northern  Territory,  address,  60;  q.,  3145 

Order  of  Business,  adj.,  693 

Pair  Book,  Entries,  m.,  3503 

Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  3S.,  3080 

Post  Offices  : 
Early  Closing,  q.,  6409 

Preferential  Voting,  address,  6t 

Prime  Minister,  Actions  of  in  England,  ad- 
dress, 59 

Quarantine  Bill,  address,  62;  2R.,  5203;  com. 
(arrangements  with  States),  5305,  5307 ; 
(proclamation  of  ports),  5306;  (other  persons 
prohibited  from  quitting  vessel),  6ooa ;  (re- 
lease], 6005;  (goods),  6062;  (j^wer  to  de- 
stroy animals),  6069;  (liability  of  owners 
for  expenses),  6071,  6079 

Standing;  Orders,  Amenament  of,  adj.,  2623 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  com..  Defence  :  (Central 
Administration),  1949 

Supj>ly  Bill  (No.  3),  com.  (schedule).  External 
Affairs,  5886 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  iR.,  6313 

Tariff : 

Address,  59,  62 

Vacancy  in  Senate,  South  Australia,  address, 
63 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  suffly,  4049,  6313 

Watkins,  Hon.  I>.,  NtiecwuU . 

Advertising  Australia,  suffly,  1794-3 
Coal  Miners'  Strike,  q.,  t>024 
Commonwealth    and    Spates,    relationt,  q., 
9582 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eons.  req.  (stearine), 
10511;  (fish),  10519;  (gloves],  10577;  (iirais, 
&c.),  10656 ;  (electrical  machines),  f.o., 
10733;  (l0"5)»  i«>776;  (wheels),  10804,  10806; 
(oils),  10883.  {See  Tariff  Resolutions  (Cus- 
toms).) 

Defence  t 
Adamstown  Rifle  Range,  q.,  10077 
Cordite  Factory,  suffly,  3738 
Dismissals,    Muitia,    q.,  9581 
Harbor  Defence,  q.,  9479 
Long  Service  Medals,  q.,  9953,  10462 
Musketry  Returns,  q.,  3734,  3972, 
Re-boring  Riflpfl^itifeff  S^lfeiOOglC 
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Watkina,  Hon.  D. — eentinued. 
Discharged  Coal  Miners,  Victoria,  q.,  3233 
Federal  Capital,  q.,  .10131  • 
Immigration,  q.,  771,  938,  1087,  1331,  laSii 

1413;  adj.,  930  J  supply,  1793-5 
Insurance  Companies,  q,,  12158 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  lutilway,  f.,  9191, 
9388 

Mail  Contract,  cancelled,  q.,  353 
Maitland  Coal  Miners,  q.,  8812 
Old-age  Pensions,  suffly,  9330,  9351 
Supply  :  Works  and  Buildings  (Defence),  3738 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.,  1793 
Tariff : 

Petition,  m..  3410 

Wire  Netting,  aeizure,  q.,  ^3^1 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Arms,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10656 

Cartridges,  7381 

Electrical  and  Gas  Appliancef,  6809 
Electrical  Machines,  tens,  req.,  10733 
Engines,  &c.,  6707 
Fi^,  effur.  reg.,  IQ519 
Furniture,  &c.,  7004 
Gloves,  cons,  req.,  10577 
Locks,  cons,  req.,  10776 
Meats,  &€.,  5456 

Mining  Engines,  &c.,  6773,  6784,  6799 
Oils,  tons,  req.,  10883 
Rubber  Waterproof,  Piece  Goods,  Rebate, 
74' 3 

Sausage  casings,  5^1 
Stearine,  cons,  req.,  10511 
Tool  Handles,  71 19 
Wheels,  cons.  req..  10804,  10806 
Wire   Netting  (/.c,  4574,  4575) 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Telegraphs  and  Telephone ; 

Newcastle  Telephones,  q.,  6726,  7169,  11531 

WatBon,  Hon.  J.  O., South  Sytlnep: 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  217 ;   Budget,  2366 
Agriculture,  small  increase  of,  Budget.  2368 
Australian  Industries  Preservation   Bill,  2K., 
9023 

Borrowin",  Commonwealth,  Budget,  2171-2 
Bounties  Bill,  2K.,  793;  com.  (specification  of 
bounties],   1057;    First   Schedule  (cotton), 
1068;  (rice),   1189;    (fish),  1306;  (fruits — 
dried),   1317;  f.o.,   1313;   (combed  wool), 
1318;  recom.,  1379;  (specification  of  boun- 
ties), 1386;  (regulations),  1389,  1390; 
.  1398;  cotts.  amdts.,  6402 
Budget,  m.,  2366 

Business,  Order  of,  adj.,  7457 ;  q.,  7461 
Capital  and  Labour,  relations  of,  address,  319 
Carnithers,  Mr.,  public  utterances  of,  suffly, 

3429-31  ;  exfl.,  3438-9,  3440 
Chairman  of  Committees,  q..  So;  m.,  to  ap- 
point temporary  Chairman,  83 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  int.,  12089 
Contingencies*  details,  suffly,  5788 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  3R.,   7467;   cons.  req. 
if. a.,  10502-3);  M..  10503;  (stearine),  10506; 
(hay  and  chaff),  10533;  (matches),  10547; 
(fancy    goods),    11057;    (leather),  11069; 
(directories)^  11077;  (works  of  art),  11184; 
(machinery,  rebate  for  home  consumption), 
tiao2;  (electrical  and  gas  appliances),  f.a.. 
11545-6;  (date  of  amendment),  f.c,  10503 
{See  Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)) 


Watson,  Hon.  J.  C. — tontinued. 
Defence : 

Area  for  Manoeuvring  and  Artillery  Piafr 

tice,  suffly,  3455-6 
Australian  Navy,  address,  219-90 
Bayly,  Colonel,  suffly,  5790 
Loan  Policy,  Budg^,  3372 
Military  Forces,  addrett,  330-t 
Naval  Agreement,  address,  319-30 
New  Special  Prorision,  suffly,  3678 
Price,  Colonel,  suffiy,  5790 
Small  Arms  Factory,  suffly,  3678,  5789 
Torpedo  Fleet,  address,  220 

Dissent  from  Rnltng,  Relevancy  of  Amend- 
ment (Tariff  Resolutions),  m.,  7093 

Excise  Tariff  AcU,  Standard  of  Wages,  q., 
6098 

Federal  Capital,  q.,  193;  address,  234-5; 

208  {see  Seat  of  Government  Bill) 
Federal  Expenditure,  Budget.  2370-t 
Federation,  public  feeling  as  to,  suffly,  3437, 

3429-3' 

Financial     Relations,     Commonwealth  and 

States,  address,  322-4  ;  Budget,  33-^4,  3376 
Forrest,  Sir  J->  resignation,  Budget,  xjloB'j 
Government,  Position  of  the,  address,  218; 
.  suffly,  10452,  10461 
Immigration,  Budget,  3368 
Iron   Bounties  Bill   (see   Manufactures  Ea- 

couragemeat  Bill) 
Iron  Industry,  Bounty,  Budget,  2382-4 
Judiciary  Bill,  as.,  m.  (resumption  of  debate), 

3768;  earn,  (not  to  apply  to  pending  cases 

in  State  Court),  3794 
Labour  Party,  address,   218;   suffly.  342^; 

announcement  of  resignation  of  leadership, 

5336 

Land  Settlement,  Budget,  2i68-9 

Land  Taxation,  Budget,  2369 

Loan  policy.  Budget,  3373 

London  Offices,  Commonwealth,  suffly.  3612 

Mail  Serrice  to  EnropCi  m.,  6444 

Manufactures  Encouiagcmeot  Bill,  q.,  5690; 

ois.,  5804;  eom.  (anuioiity  to  pay  bounties), 

12168 

Marine  Survey,  Australitn  mrrcy  ship,  f., 


ra^iei 


Northern  Territory,  addrestf  a*3 
Officers  Compensation  Bill,  eons,  mes.,  7497 
Old-age  Pensions,  adirtss,  333,  324 ;  Budget, 

Parliamentary    Allowances    Bill,    m.,  O^i 
com.  (amount  of  allowance),  1994,  1997,  spo; 

Parties,  Political,  State  of,  address,  217-8 

Petition,  Tariff,  m.,  3409 

Postal  Service ; 
Expenditure,  Budget,  8370 
Penny  Postage,  address,  334 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 
Control  by  Commissioners,  suffly,  10453 
Royal  Commission,  suffly,  10453,  10461 

Preferential   Trade,   aaarets,   aai;  Budget, 

Prime  Minister,  Congratulations,  ois.,  3735 
Printing  Committee,  m.  {f.fi.),  770-1 
Privilege,  Signatures  to  Petitims,  m  ,  3417 
Public  Service  : 

Commissioner,  suffly,  10453 

Increments,  Budget,  2369-70 

Sweating,  suffly,  10453 
Quarantine  Bill,  com.    (scope  of  quarantineh 

1444;  cons,  amdts.,  8953 
Quorum.  f.a.,  68<f^gir:zetibyLjOOg[Q 


Jutjf  3, 1907,  to  June  6, 1908. 
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Wauon,  Hon.  J.  C— continued. 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  3K.,  10335  (see  Fede- 

lal  Capital) 
Shipping  .CoinJt)ine,  alleged,  adj.,  3941 
Special  Adjournment,  m.,  3028,  faq» 
States  RigbU,  suffly,  3427-3 » 
Sugar  Bouaty,  Budget,  3370-1 ;  suffly,  3408 
Supply  : 

Workt  and  Buildings  (Home  Atfairs),  3437; 
(Trade  and  Customs),  3438,  3440;  (De- 
fence, Tasmania),  3455 ;  (External  Affairs), 
3632;  (Defence,  new  special  provision), 
3678 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  in/.,  5788 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,         11842  * 
Tariff: 

Address,  2tg 

Amendments,  Date  of  if. a.,  10502-3)-,  m.. 
10503 

Budget,  m.,  3367,  2376-96,  2476;  {f.a., 
3394) 

Commission's  Reports,  47.,  2655 

New    Protection,    Budget,    2390-5 ;  suffly, 

4095-4103,  4133-4 
Petition,  m.,  3409 
Recommittal  of  itemf,  eis.,  7441 
Refimds,  1748 

Wire  Nettmg,  Budget,  33S7-89;  precedence 

to  item,  suffly,  4133 
Taiitf  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Ale,   Porter,  and  other  Beer  {f.o,,  3394), 

4095,  4133,  4133 
Apparel,  5615 
Arms,  6034 
Books,  n.e.i.,  7369 
Bottles,  empty,  6945,  6948 
CommonwealUi  and  State  Government  Im> 

ports,  7436 
Directories,  &c.,  £om.  req.,  11077 
Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  eont.  req.. 

Electrical  Machinery,  6807-8 
Engines,  ftc,  6713,  6715 
Fancy  Goods,  tens,  req.,  11057 
Gas  Analysis  Apparatus,  &c.,  6939 
Glass,  bevelled,  &c.,  6915,  6917,  6930 
Graphite,  &c.,  68<:o 
Glucose,  4639 
HftU,  &c.,  5969,  597a 
Hay  and  Chaff,  eons,  req.,  10533 
Hessians,  ftc,  5931 
Leather,  7449;  cons,  req.,  11069 
Liquid  Removers,  &c.,  6894 
Machinery  and  parts,  6101,  6iOj 
Machinery  and  Machines  and  Machine  Tools, 
673^,  6734 

Machtnery,  rebate  for  home  consumptioa, 

cons,  req.,  xiaoa 
Matches,  cans,  req.,  IO547 
Motive  Power  Machinery,  6655,  6657 
Nails,  6616 
Oils,  6863,  6865,  6868 
Oilmen's  Stores,  5523 
Paints  and  Colours,  68qi 
Pianos,  7317,  7»dQ 

Piece  Goods,  5808;  Kf.o.,  5847-9),  5916 
Printing,  ftc,  Inks,  73^5 
Rails,  &c.,  6817 
Rice,  5527 

Spirits  and  Spirituous  Liquors,  4135 
Stained  Glass  Windows,  6915,  6917,  6020 
State  Imports,  7426 
Stearine,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10506 


Watson,  Hon.  J.  C. — continued. 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 
Sugar,  4678  ■ 
Textiles,  &c.,  n.e.i.,  5633 
Timber.  &c.,  707.^,  7077,  7081  [p.o.,  7»9*-Z) 
Tvpe,  6757 

White  Sheep  and  Lamb  Skins,  ad.  ref., 

7449 
Wine,  4139 

Wire  Netting  {f.o.,  4574,  4575.  4576.  4577). 
4578.  4579 

Works  of  Art,  cons  req.,  11184 

■  {See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 

Cigarettes,  4316 

Starch,  5555 

Sugar.  4767 

Tobacco,  4306 
Transferred  Properties,  Budget,  2372-3 
Treasurer's  Advance,  suffly.  85 
Wire  Netting,  seizure  by  New  South  Walei 

Government,  Budget,  3387-8 


WebatttF.MF.  W.,  Owjfdir: 

Address-in-Kepty,  m.,  467 

Australian  Indtutries  Preservation  Bill,  com. 
(answers  to  questions),  9335 

Bounties  Bill,  com.  (appropriation),  1008 ; 
(specification  of  bounties),  1060;  First  Sche* 
dule  (cotton),  106S;  (mohair),  iioj 

Budget,  m.,  2371 

Business,  Order  of,  ad;.,  7457 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons.  req.  (socks,  ftc), 
10651;  (rock  drills),  10726;  (stone  and 
marble),  iiooo;  (oils),  11115.  (-^'^  Tariff 
Resolutions,  Customs.) 

Electoral  Rolls,  q.,  9847 

Federal  CapiUl,  m.,  311;  q.,  773,  7460,  8815, 

suffly,  8861 
Gatette,  m.,  11330 

Government,  position  of,  suffly,  10473 
Harvesters,  Price  of,  q.,  9584 
Hospitals,  States'  Borders,  q.,  9194;  suffly, 
3435 

Immigration,  suffly,  1790-3 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  3K.,  13097. 

(See  Old-age  Pensions.) 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta   Kallway  Survey 

Bill,  mes.,  643 
Manufactures  Enconragemenl  Bill,  int.,  5914; 

SR.,  6186,  6a53 
New  Protection,  woollen  trade,  q-,  3622 

Newspaper,  Commonwealth,  q.,  10702 
Officers  Compensation  Bill,  m.,  7497 
Old-age  Pensions,  suffly,  9332.    [See  Invalid 

and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill.) 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  com.  (amount 

of  allowance),  2007 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 

Administration,  Sydney,   q.,   98S ;  suffly, 
10413-5 

Cabinet  Committee,  q.,  9477,  9764,  10879; 

suffly,  10156;  adj.,  11^7;  ois.,  11669 
Correspondence,  delays,  adj.,  3362 
Deputy  Postmasters-General,  suffly,  10411 
Fidelity  Guarantees,  suffly,  10412-5 
Ministerial  Statement,  obs.,  11668 
Money  Order  Office,  Sydney,  suffly,  10414 
Royal  Commission,  q.,  9477;  suffly,  10403, 

10406-16,  10473 
Select  Committ5§„.^^^^oOgle 
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Webster,  Mr.  W. — eciOinued. 
Postal  Service  : 

Boy  letter-carriers,  q.,  sSj^ 

Clarke,   Mrs.,    compensation   to,    q.,  ^»3t 

7463;  supfly,  5434 
Complaiats,  remedy  of,  q.,  8936 
Contract  Offices,  tuffly,  10413 
Extensions  of  Service,  q.,  8938 
Furloughs,  suffly,  10413 
McDonnell,  Mr.,  late,  q,,  ^33;  supply, -i^-^^ 
Overwork  and   overtime,    Sydney,  Budget, 

2271-82;     ad;.,     3362;     supply,  3433-5, 

4849-50;  q.,  3422,  3853-4,  4649,  7417,  8936, 

^9i7  i  supply,  10408,  10411 
Permanent   Hands,  y.,  8937 
Relieving  Staff,  supply,  10413 
Reports,  q.,  8936 
Statutory  Day's  Work,  q.,  8937 
Superannuation  Bund,  supply,  10414 
Sydney  Mail  Branch,  supply,  10413 
Temporary  Hands,  g.,  8936,  8937;  sup^y. 

10409 

Widow's  Grant,  Mrs.  J.  .Clarke,  3.,  8938 
Post  Offices  : 

Curlcwis,  supply,  343a 
Moree,  q.,  8936 

Postage  stamps,  printing,  q..  609S 
Public  Service  Act,  q.,  3854 
Public  Service  Bill,  an.,  12063 
Supply  : 

Postmaster-General  (Central  Staff),  10155 
Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  343a; 

(Post  and  Telegraph,  New  South  Wales), 

35' » 

Supply  Bill  (No.  j),  1790 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  m.,  8861 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  zk.,  ri853 
Tariff  : 

Petition,  4517 

Wire  Netting,  q.,  3422;  precedence  to  item> 
4354.  4355 
'Bariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 
China,  &c.,  6899 
Fishine  LineSt  7452 
.Hats,  ftc.,  ssfiy,  5969 
Hay  and  Chaff,  5366  {f.o.,  5441) 
Insecticides,  &c.,  6<)Ql 
Liquid  Removers,  &c.,  68q< 
Machinery    and    Machines    and  Machine 

Tools,  6740 
Militarv  Rand  Instruments,  7358,  7^S9 
Oils,  cons,  req.,  11115 

P.iinl^  and  Tolours.  688S.  6«*9,  6890,  6S91 
Rock  Drills,  eons,  ftq.,  10726 
Socks,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10651 
Stone  and  Marble,  6967 ;  cons,  rrq.,  riooo 
Timber,  &c.,  7073,  yoqq,  7102,  7108 
\See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 

Telegraphs  and  Telephones : 

Condenser  System,  supply,  10410 
Country  Exchanges,  q.,  9300 
Delays,    Telegraphic,    supply,    10410;  q., 
1162^ 

Extensions  of  Service,  q,,  8938 
Fire  tn  Melbourne,  defective  connexion,  7., 
6834 

Select  (Committee,  q.,  7458.  7459 
Telegraphists'  Hours,  supply,  10412 
Toll  system,  tufply^  3511-13,  10411 


Wilks,  Hon.  W.  H..  Dalhy 
Addreas-in-Reply,  m.,  456 
Advertising  Australia,  Budget,  a66i-a;  stiffly, 

9518;    q.,  11156 
American   Fleet,   visit    of,   q.,    90S9,  9474, 

tiiSo 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  ^oat ; 
com.    (answers  to   questi<ms),   9221,  9336, 
9234:  3"-.  9586 
Banking  Bill,  Budget.  3661 
Bounties  Bill,  2R.,  923;  cam.  (approprittios), 
1000,  1007,  1018,  1021 ;  First  Schedule  (cot- 
ton), 1073;  (mohair),  1099;  (sunflower  seed), 
1 187 ;    (ricel,    1 190 ;    (tobacco    leaf),  laas; 
(fish),  1296;  (fruits — dried),  f.o.,  1315 
Budget,  m..  2607,  2656 
Business  of  the  Session,  supply,  8832 
Capital  Site,  supply,  2^5 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  int.,  13079 
Commonwealth   Salaries  Bill,  <om.  (Taxatita 

by  States),  3896 
Contingencies,  supply,  5793  ' 
Corn  Sacks,  size  of,  supply,  99S9 
Customs  Administration,  q.,  11257 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  3R.,  7466;  cons.  req.  Irict 
root),  10502 ;  (confectionery),  10514-6 ;  Ihiy 
and  chaff),  10538;  (gloves),  10578,  11460;  (i<sts, 
&c.),  10580,  10593,  10597,  10612;  (parasols), 
io6ai;  (waddings.  Sec],  10639;  (agricu-tural 
implements,  &c.],  10661,  10665  i  (manafac- 
lures  of  metals),  10693;  (i^ock  drills),  10711, 
10727;  (electrical  machines),  10742,  11450-1; 
(electrical  and  gas  appliances),  10746;  (wire 
netting),  10762 ;  (locks),  10782,  10790; 
(oils),  10819,  10S94,  10972-5,  1 1 100,  1 1 1  ta ; 
(glassware),  10904,  10905 ;  (insecticides), 
11004;  (slipper  forms),  11068;  (timber), 
11124;  (news  paper),  11089;  (cardboard), 
11092 ;  (works  of  art),  11184;  (curtains  and 
blinds),  1 1438;  (piece  goods),  11462,  11530; 
(log  band  saws),  p-o.,  11543 ;  (rebate  on 
machinery),  11199;  10816,  11426,  1143S. 
(See  Tariff  Resolutions  (Custom).) 

Defence  : 
Adult  Military  Training,  m.,  2253 
Bayly,  Colonel,  supply,  5794 
Direct  Taxation  for,  address,  466 
Expenditure,  supply,  9998,  11297 
Naval  Agreement,  address,  462;  q.,  13*7  S; 

Budget,  2660-1 
Naval  Construction,  q.,  4308 
Naval  DepAt,  q.,  8815,  8938;  adj.,  9039 
Policy,  supply,  3353 
Price,  Colonel,  supply,  5794 
Small  Arms  Factory,  Budget,  2661 

Departmental    Administration,  Centralixation, 
supply,  8831 

Dissent  from  Ruling,  Admissibility  of  Amend- 
ment (Tariff  Resolutions),  m.,  7093 

Dockers,  adj.,  6504 

Electoral  : 
Electoral  Act,  supply,  2893,  9768 
Postal  Officials  as  Returning  Officers,  m., 
7°3 

Rolls,  supply,  9970 
Election .  Expenses  Reimbursement    Bill,  at., 

I2I()6;  eom.   (appropriation),  12197 
Electoral  (Disputed  Returns)  Bill,  2II.,  25-7 
Estimates,  additional,  11295,  *(3^>  11367 
Excise   Tariff    (Agricultural    Machinery)  Act, 

supply,  5695;  ad;.,  636^,^12166.    iSer  Sen 

Protection.)     Digitized  by  CiOOgle 
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l^ilks.  Hon.  W.  H.— continued. 

Excite  Tariff  (Spirits)  Act,  suffly,  5695 
Federal    Capital,    address,    463-4 ;    q.,   7459 ; 

suftly,  8831,  9887;  J.,  8927 
Financial     Relations,     Commonwealth  and 

States,  addretSf^  46a ;  Budget.  a66o ;  tmffly, 

3352*  33S4-7.  »>ag6 

Financial  Statistics  supplied  by  Treasury  offi- 
cials, suffly.  3351,  3356 

Freeman  and  Wallace,  suffly,  m.,  11356 

Government  Business,  precedence,  m.,  2799 

Governor- General,  suffly,  9883 

Grievance  Day»  obs.,  10406 

High  Commissioner,  address.  457,  462:  Bud- 
get, 2661 ;  suffly,  9520.  {See  London 
Offices.) 

House,  Rights  of,  m.,  11426,  11438 
Immigration,    Budgrt,    2661-2 ;   suffly,  8966, 
9518,  I 1362 

Imperial  Conference,  address,  456,  457,  459; 

suffly,  11363 
Imports  and  Exports,  Budget,  2659 
Judiciary  Bill,  3R..  ^58 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Unilway  Survey 

Bill,  mes..  628 

Labour  Party,  address,  460-3,  463,  466--:  Bud- 
get, j6o8-9-io-ii-12,  36^6-7-8-') 

Land  Tax,  Budget,  2662 

Logue,  Cardinal,  speech  by,  q.,  11154 

London  Offices,  Conimonw^atlh.  Budeet,  2661  ; 
suffly,  3634,  3670,  948S.  {See  Higb  Com- 
missioner.) 

Manufactures  F.ncouragement  Bill,  2K.,  6274; 
com.  (authority  to  pay  bounties),  12170 

Mails  : 

Cold  Storage,  598 

European  Contract,  cancelled,  address,  4,^8-9; 
■supply,  1785-6,  2894-6;  Budget,  2662;  q., 
3890,  2964 

Service  to  Europe,  adj.,  19a;  q.,  193,  5520; 
m.,  6480,  650a 

New  European  Contract,  m.,  to  print,  6125 
Melbourne  Offices,  Common  wealth,  q.,  5801 
Minister  of   Tnide  and   Customs,   actions  in 

England,  address,  457-60 
Ministerial     Responsibility,     Delegation  of, 

address,  45S 
Municipal  Rates,  payment  by  Commonwealth, 

9;  "795 

Nationalization  of  Monopolies,  address,  460 

Navigation  Conference,  address,  464-5 

New  Protection,       5208,  60951  t«fPy%  5793* 

6281.    (See  Excise  Tariff,  Ac.) 
New  Protection  (Tariff)  : 

Tobacco,  4291,  4293,  4394 

Wire  Netting,  4457 
Officers  Compensation  Bill,  7500 
01d-a{;e  Pensions,  supply,  9J16,  9349>  9350 
Opposition,    Position   of   the,   address,  456'; 

Leader  of,  4^7 
PapuS,  q.,  9476 
Parliament  : 

Alleged  Corruption,  adj.,  9794;  q-,  9844 

Exhibits  of  Mineral  Specimens,  adj.,  1412 

lExpenditure,  Commonwealth,  suf^y,  9964-6 

Maintenance  of,  suffly,  11368 

Reflections  on,  eis.,  10975,  "ooo>  im* 
Parties,  Position  of,  address,  460 ;  Budget, 

2663 

Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  «.,  i9r6; 
com.  (amount  of  allowance),  19OS.  2003 ; 
(excess  may  be  paid  to  Consolidated 
Revenue),  xoso,  aozz 


ilks,  Hon.  W.  H.—eoniinmed. 

Patent  Medicines  and  Secret  Dm^s,  suffty, 

1785;  Budget,  3663;  adj..  3096;  f.,  909a 
Patents  Office,  (joi 

Faying  Officer  of  toe  ComBKinwealth,  London, 

suffly,  1136a 
Petition,  Tariff,  m.,  3410 
Post  and  Telegraph  DepartmeSt : 

Administration    by    Commissioners,  fuffly^ 
8831,  10157 

Cabinet  Committee,  suffly,   ioic6-9,  11397 

Ministerial  Statement,  m.s.o.,  1163^ 

Royal  Commission,  suffly,  10406 

Vote  for,  suffly,  11295 
Postal  Service  : 

Centralization,  Budget,  2663 

Package  Postage,  suffly,  ^95 

Penny  Postage,  Budget,  266a 

Stamps,    Printmg    of,    suffly,  3596,  9970, 
9973 

Sweating  of  Officers,  Budget,  3661 
Post  Offices  ; 

Melbourne,  suffly,  3530 

Sydney,  suffly,  3530 
Preferential  Trade,  address,  459-60;  q.,  3122; 

Tariff,  4789,  4880 
Prime    Minister,    Actions  of    in  England, 

address,    4:6-7 ;    as    regards   other  Depart- 
ments, address,  458 
Printing   Office,   Goremment,   suffly,  3589, 

3596 

Privilege,   Procedure,   Select  Committee,  q., 
9794,  9844,  10076;  m.,  10128;  ad  fef.i  1305a 

Privilege,  Signatures  to  Petitions,  m,,  3413 

Public  Service  : 
Allowance,  special,  suffly,  11367 
Board  of  Inquiry  :  Officer's  Costs,  suffly, 
10158 

General  Administration,  supply,  11397 
Public  Service  Bill,   IR.,  12059 
Public  Works  Expenditure,  m.,  7506 
Quarantine    Bill,    2R.,    551  ;   com.,    (scope  of 

quarantine),  1522;  ^ons.  amdtt.,  8941 
Secret  Drugs,  Mr.  Beale's  Report,  q.,  909a 
Sessions,  duration  of.  supply,  s794 
Shipping  Combine,  alleged,  adj.,  3061 
Smuggling,  Queensland,  supply,  9989 
States  Debts,  address,  462 
Statutes,  Commonwealth,  suffly,  3596 
St.  Patrick's  Day,  q.,  9093 ;  suffly,  10158 
Supply  : 

Attorney-General  (Secretary's  Office),  9726 
Defence  :  (Central  Administration),  9098 
External    Affairs    (Administration),  8966; 

(London    Office),    9488;  (Miscellaneous), 

9518 

Home  Affairs  (Electoral  Office),  976S ;  Public 

Works  Staff),  9787;  (Meteorological),  9879; 

(Governor-GeneraOi  9883;  (Miscellaneous), 

9887,  1 1367 
Postmaster -General  :    (Central    Staff),  10156 
The  Parliament  (Gardens),  S965 
Trade  and   Customs:   (Queensland),  9989; 

(South  Australia),  9991 
Treasury,  9964 ;  (Government  Printer),  9970, 

9973 

Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  if.o.t 
3319),  3350;  (Trade  and  Customs),  3444; 
(Post  and  Telegraphs),  3460,  3525,  3530; 
(Telegraphs  and  Telmhones),  3^5 ; 
(Treasury),  3589,  3596;  (External  Affairs), 

Supply^ifl  (NoDiJ^fe^t^^Qse^gllJ.,  i«7i 
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Wilks,  Hon.  W.  n.—eoniinued. 
Supply  Bin  (No.  3),  int.,  5792 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.,  6380 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  m.,  8830 
Supply  Bill  (Mo.  1),  igoS-g^  as.,  iai86;  3R., 

Surplus  Revraoe  Bill,  as.,  11845 

Tariff : 
Address,  458,  465-6 

British  Manufactured  Goods,  q.,  aiaa 
Budget,  2607-9,  2663-76 
Consideration  by  Senate,  q.,  6023 
Goods  in  Transit,  q,^  1746 
Hat  Leathers,  q.,  4748;  adj.,  4794;  suffly, 
4846 

lacorrect  copies,  q.,  1864 

Industries,     Preferential     Treatment  of, 

suffly.  4846 
Neir  Protection,  s^ft^y,  4088,  4090-5 
•    Notice  of  New  Duties,  q.,  aias 

Order  of  consideration,  suffly,  4136-7 ;  m., 

.  4?3>.  4357»  4359.  4360,  4625-6 
Petition,  M.,  3410 

Pianos :  Disclosure  of  Information,  q.,  74x5* 

7463  ^ 
Preferential  Duties,  j^.,  1864 
Progress  Report  to  Seuate,  m.,  10816 
States  Goveromeots'  Importations,  q.,  M33 
Suffly.  1785-7,  1799-1800,  187a,  3351,  335a. 
3354.  33 s6 

Wire  Netting,  suffly,  4126-7;  precedence  to 
item,  4ia6-7.  433».  4357.  4359.  4360 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Agricultural,  &c..  Machinery,  6055,  6555, 

65781  6584:  cans,  req.,  10661,  10665 
Ale,   Porter,  &c.  (#.«.,  3296),  3297,  4088, 
4126 

Amylic,  Alcohol  and  Fusel  Oil*  4138 
Bayonets,  &c.,  5939 
Bicycles,  &c.,  7270,  7281 
Blacking,  &c.,  6856 

Blue,  4780.  4784.  4789 
Boats,  &c.,  7360 
Bottles,  empty,  6946 
Buggy  Shafts,  7128,  7130 
Candles,  4880,  4953 
Cardboard,  cent,  req.,  "092 
Carriages,  &c.,  n.e.i.,  7291,  7292 
Catalt^ues,  &c.  (exfl.,  7183),  7186 
Chums,  &c.,  6568 

Confectionery,  &c.,  5160,  5171,  5243;  eons. 

req.,  10514,  10516 
Curtains  and  Blinds,  cons,  req.t  11438 
Droppers,  6833 

Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  com.  rcq., 
10746 

Electrical     Machines,     coni,     req.,  10742, 

11450.1 
Engines,  &c.,  6707 
Feathers,  5634 
Fish,  5269,  5373,  5378 
Fruits  and  Vegetables,  ^281 
Glassware,  6925,   7453 »  "S-i  >09<Hi 

10905 

Gloves,  5940;  cons,  req.,  10578,  11460 

Governor's  Stores,  7149 

Grain  and  Pulse,  51^1 

Hay  and  Chaff,  cons,  req.,  10538 

Hats,  &c.,  5945;  cons.   req..   10580,  10593, 

»oS97»  10613 
Honey,  ftc,  5444 


Wilks,  Hon.  W.  n. —continued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 
Horse  Sbof  Nails,  ftc,  6608 
Infants'  foods,  5521.  5524 
Insecticides,  &c.,  6986;  eons,  req.,  11004 
Iron,  plate  and  sheet,  6534 
Locks,  eons,  req.,  10782,  10790 
Log  Band  Saws,  f.o.,  11543 
Machinery  and  parts,  6104 
Machinery    and    Machines,    and  Machine 

Tools,  6734 
Machinery,  rebate  for  home  consomptitm, 

eons,  req.,  11199 
Manufactures  of  Metal,  eons.  req..  10693 
Manures,  7361 
Matches,  5449 
Meats,  &c.,  5456 

Motive  Power  Machinery,  6637,  6656 
Nails,  6608 

Oils,  6864,  6870;  eons,   req.,  10819,  i<>694, 

10973,  moo,  11112 
Paints  and  Colours,  6878,  6886,  6889 
I'aper,  eons,  req.,  11089 
Parasols,  cons,  req.t  10631 
Perambulators,  &c.,  7282 
Photographs,  7267 
Pianos,  7303,  7336,  7345,  7353,  7357 
Piece  goods,  cons,  req.,  11462,  11530 
Potatoes,  5342 
Rabbit  Traps,  6115 
Rails,  &c.,  6825 
Regalia.  5641 
Rice,  5536 

Rice  Root,  eons,  req.,  10503 

Rock  Drills,  eons,  req.,  10711,  10727 

Sausage  casings,  1^460 

Slipper  Forms,  cons,  req.,  tio68 

Steam  Road  Rollers,  6693 

Stripper  Harvesters,  6571 

Stone  and  Marble,  6961 

Sugar,  4756,  4764 

Textiles,  &c.,  n.e.i.,  5633 

Timber,  &c.,  7039,  7086,  [f.o.,  7093).  70^' 

7100,  7101,  7103,  7104;  cons,  req.,  11124 
Tin  Plates,  6117 
Tobacco,  4290 
Vehicles,  7284-5,  7289 
Waddings,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10639 
Wire  Netting,  4457,  457»J  "t- 
Wire  Cloth,  Ac,  6833 
Works  of  Art,  cons,  req.,  1*184 
(See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise) : 
Sugar,  4767,  4768 

Telegraph  and  Telephone  Service : 
Compensation  for  non-deltvery  of  telegrams. 

suffly,  101 57. 
Exchange,  Expenditure,  suffly,  3525 
Inter-State  Telegraph  Connexion,  qy,  5309 
Operators,  Telephone,  suffly,  3^46 
Special     Telegraph     Rates,  Newspapers, 

suffly,  3S45-6 
Telephone  Rates,  suffly,  3460-1,  3545 
Trunk    Line,     Sydney     and  Meltioane, 
f^tfty^  3545-6 

Tobacco:  Customs  Duties,  q.,  1S6S 

Trawler,  sufflv,  3444-5.  5793 

Treasurer's  Advance,  suffly,  1785 

Warning  Light,  Sydney  Post  Office*  f.,  1890; 

suffly,  3894,  389s,  988(>^ 
Women's  Work  ^W^fKJi^QW'* 
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WllliB,  Hon.  H.,  Schertstm  : 

Advertising  Auitralia,  q.,  11050 
Aati'Tnut  LegiiUtion,  q.,  427^ 
Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  3K<* 
9029 

Bounties  Bill,  com..  First  Schedule  (mobair), 
1093,  1097,  1 100,  1 104 ;  (olives),  1 112 ; 
(coBee),  1216 ;  p.o.,  1219 ;  (tobacco  leaf), 
1223,  1226!  (fisb),  1308;  f.o.,  1312;  recem. 
(specification  of  bounties — fish),  1381 ;  3K., 
1410 

Budget,  m.,  28t(; 

Bureau  of  Agriculture,  q.,  11328 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  int.,  12089 

Contingencies,  details,  Muffly,  5790 

Customs  : 

Launch,  Sydney,  suffly,  3443 
Laboratory,  Victoria,  suffty,  3444 
Officers,  Sydney,  q.,  4279-80 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons,  req.,  (Hats,  &c.). 
10611  ;  (Parasols),  10620;  (Socks,  &c.), 
10648 ;  (Arms,  &c.),  10659 1  (Agricultural 
Implements,  &c.),  10668;  (Motive  Power  Ma- 
chinery), 10681-3 ;  (Kitchen  Utensils), 
10708,  1 1 167;  (Rock  Drills),  10712;  (Wire 
Netting),  10765 ;  (Standards,  &c.),  10803  i 
(Oils),  1088a,  10883,  »o986;  (Roofing  Tiles), 
10901;  (Insecticides),  1 1007-8;  (Furniture), 
11014 :  (Leather),  11070 ;  (Paper),  11074; 
(Works  of  Art),  11186;  (Machinery,  rebate 
for  home  consumption),  11205.  {See  Tariff 
Resolutions  (Customs).) 

Defence  : 
Australian  Navy,  4411 
Bayly,  Col.,  sufflv,  5791 
CadeU,  Budget^  2819-20;  q.,  6674,  11920 
Defence  Ammunition,  q.,  3335;  suffty,  3610 
Expenditure,  suffty,  10112 
Interior    Guns,  importation    of,  q.,  11016* 
"054 

Launceston  Magazine,  suffly,  3450 
Naval  Agreement,  q.,  1378;  Budget,  2819 
Northern  Rifle  Association,  10080 
Policy,  suffly.  3609 

Preference  to  Australians,  suffly,  101 13 

Price,  Col.,  tuffly,  ^791 

PrtteetPtt  suffly,  3450 

Riflemen,  free  travelling,  suffly,  3453 

Rifle  Ranges,  suffly.  3448-0;  q..  10701 

Scheme,  Government,  suffty,  10113 

Special  material,  suffly,  3609 

Electoral  Rolls,  q.,  11327 

Estimates,  Additional,  11277 

Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act, 
edj.,  12167.    I-^"  New  Protection.) 

Federal  Capital,  q.,  3588,8927,11096;  suf^y. 
8835.    {See  Seat  of  Government  Bill.) 

Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and 
States,  Budget,  2816,  2820-5;  '"^^'y.  3334-S» 
11277;  q.,  5209,  88t6,  10700,  11016 

Franco-British  Exhibition,  g.,  9009,  10751 

Freeman  and  Wallace,  suffly,  10235 

Government  Business,  Precedence,  m.,  2796 

Government,  position  of,  suffly,  10476 

Governor-Geimal,  suffly,  9884 

High  Commissioner,  Budget,  2820.  [See  Lon- 
don Offices.)  , 

Immigration,  suffly,  896^ 

Immigration  Restriction  Act,  suffly,  9988 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  2R.,  1196a. 
{See  Old-age  Pensions.) 

Japan,  Possible  War  with,  q,,  4411 

F.6950.— K 


Willis,  Hon.  H.-^omiimmed. 

Kalgoorlic  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  suffly, 

3334;  5328 
Labour  Party,  Budget,  2821 
Lighthouses,  suffly,  9889 
London  Offices,  Commonwealth,  q.,  5209,  6076, 

7299,  9952,  11097,  12155.  {See  High  Com- 
missioner. ) 

Mail  Contract,  cancelled,  Budget,  a8i8 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2B.,  6261 
Map  of  Australasia,  suffly,  9889 
New   Protection  (Tariff),    4"7-9;  ,5*39; 

7300,  7463.  {See  Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural 
Machinery)  Act.) 

Northern  Territory,  suffly,  3333-4; 
Old-age   Pensions,    Budget.  2820.    (See  In- 
valid and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill.) 
Order  of  Business:  Days  and  hours  of  sit- 
ting, adj.,  6187 
Papua,  q.,  10077,  10131,  11054,  "5*3 
Parliament,  Reflections  on,  oJi.,  10980 
Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  com.  (publication), 
11673 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 
Cabinet  Committee,  q.,  10078,  11096 
Commissioners,  Control  by,  suf^y,  10147. 

10476,  I 1524 
Correspondence,  Delays,  adj.,  33«> 
Heads,    Appointment    of,    suffly,  10147, 

10235-6 

Royal  Commission,  q.,  8S17 

Vote  for,  suffly,  11278 
Post  Offices  : 

Bondi,  suffly,  3514 

Brisbane,  suffly,  3532 

Cl<mcurry,  suffly,  353* 

Coolgardie,  suffly,  3535 

Gatton,  suffly,  3532 

Katoomba.  suffly,  3514 

Northam,  suffly,  3535 

Roma,  suffly,  3334 

Svdney,  suffty,  3513-4 
Postal  Service : 

Charwoman,  q.,  3235 

Correflpondence.  Delay,  q.,  7300 

Overtime,  q.,  26^1;  Budgft,  2817 

Overwork  by  Officials,  Sydney,  suffly,  3515 

Postmasters,  Regrading  of,  q.,  11260 

Promotion,  Budget,  2817-18 

Stamps,  printing  of,  suffly,  3590-1  i  uni- 
form, q.,  6677 
Preferential  Trade,  q..  1413 
Printing  Committee,  m.,  2229 
Printing  Office,  Government,  suffly,  3590 
Private  Members'  Business,  adj.,  2685;' J., 

8936 

Privilege,   Procedure,  Select  Committee,  q., 
10075 

Privilege,  signatures  to  petitions,  m.,  3414 
Public  Service :    Gratuities  for  Suggeatioos, 

suffly.  9889 
Quarantine  Bill,  com.  (scope  of  quarantine), 
14541  (general  definitions),  1538;  (appoint- 
ment 0?  officers),  1547;  (proclamation  of 
ports),  1551;  f.o..  1562,  1564;  tons,  emdis.t 
8945 

Quarantine :     Transferred     Properties,  g., 
11918 

Questions,  method  of  adung,  f.o.,  10070 

Repatriated  Australians,  ad;.,  1328 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  §'.7  3S8Sk]mffiy> 

10476.    {See  Federal  Capital.)  ^<y^^ 
Sessions,  duration  of,  suffly,  5791 
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Willis,  Hon.  H.—coniinued. 
Sitting  Days  and  Hours,  adj.,  6187 
State  Debts,  g.,  10700 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  m.,  moo 

Supply  Bill  !no.  ^1;  855 

Supply  : 

Defence  (Central  Administration),  10113 
External  Affairs  (Admioistration},  8969 
Home    Affairs    (Governor-General),  9884; 

(MisceHaneous),  9880 
Postmaster-General   (Central   Stafif),  10146, 

Trade  and  Customs  {Queensland),  9988 
Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  3^3; 
3433 ;  (Trade  and  Customs),  3440,  3443 ; 
(Defence),  3448,  3449,  3450,  3453;  (Post 
and  Telegraph),  3513,  353a,  3535;  (Tele- 
graphs and  Telephones),  3549;  (Treasury), 
3590;  (Special  Defence),  3609 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  sr.,  11730 
Tariff  : 

Budget,  2815,  2820,  2825-30 
ConsideratioD  in  Divisions,  j.,  5131 
Electrical  Equipment,  q.,  2331,  3333 
Fodder  Duties,  tf.,  ^339 
Melbourne    Railways,    duties    on  electric 

equipment,  j.,  6727 
Motions  to  recommit  items,  7453 
Order   of    Consideration,  m.,  4130,  4138, 

4*43.  4635.  4628 
Piano,  exhibit,  7115 
Wire  Netting,  q.,  3793,  3586,  3587.  4199 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Agricultural   Implements,  &c.,   eons,  rea., 

10668 

Ales,  Porter,  and  other  Beers,  (/.«.,  ¥>07)t 

4009,  4117,  4120,  413S 
Apparel,  5626,  5630 
Arms,  &c.,  eons,  reg.,  10659 
Bicycles,  &c.,  7377 
Boats,  &e.,  7360 
Cigarettes,  4304 

Commonwealth  and  States  Govemmenti'  Im* 

port*.  7433 
Confectionery,  fte.,  ^13,  5244 

Corks,  7380 

Curled  Hair,  &c.,  7359 
Engines,  Ac,  6700,  6720 
Feathers,  563s 
Fish,  5376,  5278 
Fruits  and  Vegetables,  5281 
Furniture,   &c.,    7004,   7005;    eens.  rtg., 
"014 

Glassware,  n.e.i.,  6926 
Glucose,  4629 
Glue,  &c.,  6955 

Governors,  importations  for,  7419 
Grain  and  Pulse,  5347,  5349 
Hats,  ftc,  eens.  reg.,  10611 
Hay  and  Chaff,  5^ 
■  Insecticides,  &c.,  69S0;  cent,  rey.,  I1007-8 
Kitchen  Utensils,  eons,  reg.,  10708 
Leather,  eons,  reg.,  11070,  IT074 
Machinery,   rebate   for  Home  consumption, 

cons,  reg.,  11305 
Machinery  and  Machines  and  Machine  Tools, 

6731,  6733   6733,  6743 
Manures,  7362 
Mining  Engines,  ftc,  6783 
Motive  Power  Machines,  earns,  reg.,  10681-3 
Oils,  eons.  reg..  108S2,  10883,  i^oSe 
Paper,  cons,  reg.,  11074 
Parasols,  eons,  reg.,  10620 


Willis,  Hon.  H. — continued. 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — eotUinued. 
Perfumed  Spirits,  4139 
Pianos,  732i(,  7357 
Potato  Flour,  5345 
Rails,  &c.,  6819 
Rock  Drills,  eons,  reg.^  10712 
Roofing  Tiles,  eons,  reg.,  logot 
Salt,  5538 
Saws,  Sc.,  675* 
Screws,  6769,  6771 
Smelling  Bottles,  &c.,  6936 
Socks,  &c.,  eons,  reg.,  101548 
Spirits  and  Spirituous  Liquors,  4136,  4137 
Standards,  Ac,  eons,  reg.,  10803 
Steam  Road  Rollers,  6683 
Stearine,  &c.,  5156 
Tanks,  6625 

Timber,  &c.,  7057,  7068,  7090,  7095,  7098 
Tool  Handles,  7120 
Type,  6755,  6767,  6768 
Weighing  Machines,  6626,  6631 
Wine,  4301 

Wire  Netting,  4439;  eons,  reg.,  10765 

Works  of  Art,  eons,  reg.,  iiiSis 
[See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 

Cigarettes,  4325 

Glucose,  4640 

Tobacco,  4306 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones  : 

Bureau,  Sydney,  g.,  11917 

Decrease  of  Revenue,  g.,  6675 

Melbourne  and  Sydney,  g.^  6726 

New  Switchboard,  Sydney,  f.,  5209 

Rates,  suff/y,  3514-5,  3549 

Wire,  g.,  ro7oi 
Trawler,  supply,  3440-1 ;  g.,  5691 
Wireless  Telegraphy  g.,  11918 

WilBOn.  Mr.  J.  O.,  Corangamite: 

Auftralian  Industries  Preservation   Bill,  t»*» 

(answer  questions),  9333 
Bounties    Bill,    com.    (appropriation),  1005; 
First  Schedule  (New  Zealand  flax),  1090; 
(flax    and    hemp),    1091 ;    (mohair),  109); 
(copra),  1105;  (cotton  seed),    1106;  (pal* 
fruit),  1139,   1181,   1184;  ipeanuts),  11S4; 
(sunflower  seed),   1186;  (fisn),   1290,  1294 
1301 ;  (fmitt — dates),  1309 
Business,  Order  of,  m.,  10137 
Collins,  Captain,  salary  of,  suffly,  1811 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eons.  reg.   (oils),  10881, 
"SS5;  (el"8).  10906,  10907,  10908;  (iiwc- 
ticides),   11002,    11009,    iioio  [f.o.,  11563), 
11563;  (advertisements),  11086;  (surgical  sf- 
pliances,  &c.),   11193;  (directories),  ii45°i 
(timber),   11571.     (See    Tariff  Resolatieu 
(Customs).) 
Defence  : 

Supply  of  Rifles,  g.,  1753 
Dominion  of  New  Zealand,  Can|;rataIsliaos 

Fcde'raf^^apttal,  suffly.  18& 

Financial  Relations,  Commonmalth  and  Stain, 

g..  1 1 785 
Freeman  and  Wallace,  m..  10127 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  AuguAa  Railway  i<ar<it\ 

Bill,  2K.,  735 
London  Offices,  Commonwealth,  smffty,  i*"- 

1880 

Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  g.,  881,  98; 


July  3,  1907,  to  Ju»-  J,  2908, 


cxxxi 


Wilson,  Mr.  J.  G.—eoniinued. 

Old-age  Peniioiis,  q.,  9298,  11790 

Papua  ;  Mr.  Ardlie,  q.,  12199 

Farliacneotary  Allowances  Bill,  adj.,  1S13; 
q.,  1866;  3R.,  1996;  torn,  (amount  of  allow- 
ance), 1992 

Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  torn,  (escape 
from  custody),  11781;  (preveniing  wit- 
nesses). 

Patent  Medicines  and  Secret  Druf;s,  f.,  8791 
1087 ;  m  „  893 

Post   and  Telegraph  Department  : 
Ministerial  Statement,  m.s.o.,  11631 

Quarantine  Bill,  eom.  (scope  of  quarantine), 
1465;  (general  definitions),  1535,  1543,  1545- 
(appointmeot  of  officers),  1546;  (proclama- 
tion of  porta),  (vessels  to  enter  first 

Eort  of  entry),  1623;  (master  to  notify  out- 
reak  of  disease),  1624;   (examination  of 
imported  animals),  1753,  1756,  176a;  cons, 
aindts.,  8942 
Repatriated  Australians,  adj.,  1326 
Supply  Bill  (No.  a),  m.,  1799,  1805;  £om.. 
External  Affairs:   (London  Offien),  tSit; 
ad  ref.,  1879 
Surplus  ReTCnue  Bill,  M.,  11775 
Tariff: 

Pianos,   Disclosure   of   information,  Af/., 
7539 

Submission  of,  oi/;.,  1469 
Suf-fiy,  1799.  »879-8o 
Tariff  Kesolutions  (Customs)  : 
Advertisements,  7192;  eons,  req.,  11086 
Agricultural  Machinery,  ttc,  tw.y 
Ale,  Porter,  and  other  Beer,  4087,  41IQ 
Apparel,  5601,  5628 
Blankets,  &c.,  5728 
Cameras,  Ac,  7393.  7394.  7395 
Canvas  and  Duck,  5930 
Carbon,  Bisulphide,  7392-3 
Cartridges^  7381 
Directories,  eens.  req.,  11458 
Diving  Dresses,  56^9 
Feathers,  5634,  5637 
Fireworks,  7382 
Fish,  5373 
Fringes.,  5(»3i 

Glass,  cons,  req.,  10906,  10907,  10908 
Hats,  &c.,  5957,  5967,  5971,  5974,  5975 
Insecticides,  &c.,  6990 ;  cans,  req,,  11002, 

11009,  iioio  (f.o.,  11563),  11563 
Lamps,  &c.,  6043,  6045 
Magazines,  7192 
Meats,  &c.,  5457 
Nails,  6620 
Naphthaline,  6977 
News  Printing  Ink,  7264,  726,') 
Newspaper,  7205 
Oils,  ecus,  req.,  toSSt,  11555 
Outside  Packages,  7354,  7411 
Paper  and  Stationery,  7218 
Pianos,  7323.  7345,  7354 
Pictures,  7398 
Piece  Goods,  {p.c.  5850) 
Printing,  &c.,  Inks,  7254,  7264 
Regalia,  5641 
Salt,  ftc,  5534,  5536 
Scientific  Instruments,  740S,  7410,  7411 
Slate  Slabs,  &c.,  6957 
Steam  Road  Rollers,  Ac.  6679 
Stone  and  Marble,  6g6i,  6964 
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Wilson,  Mr.  J.  G.—efim/inued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — eontinmed. 
Surgical,  ftc.,  Instruments  and  Appliances, 

7406,  7407;  cons,  req.f  11193 
Timber,  &c.,  7090,  7095,  7102,  7106;  cons. 

req.,  11571 
Tool  Handles,  7119,  7122 
Undertakers*  Requisites,  7399 
Weighing  Machines,  6631 
Wood  Articles,  7110 
Wood]  Wicker,  and  Cane,  7001 

{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Treacle  seized  as  Opium,  q.,  6675 
Women's  Work  Exhibition,  mffly,  18S0 

ViBS,  Mr.  O.  H..  Oippaland  : 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  24 
Adjournment,  Special,  m,,  f.o.,  6967 
Advertising  Australia,  Budget,  3117 
Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  com. 

(burden  of  proof),  9203 
B^ter  Income  Tax  case,  adj.,  3556 
Bounties  Bill,  2K.,  825;  3S.,  1403 
Budget,  m.,  3117 

Butter  Importation,  Philippines,  q.,  5210 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,   eons,    req.,  (matches), 
1055s*     (rock     boring     machines),  f.o., 
10733;  (wire-netting),  10764;  (piece  goods). 
11551.   (See  Tariff  Resolutioai  (Cnstomst.) 
Defence  : 

Policy,  Budget,  312a 
Excise  Procedure  Bill,  as.,  7486;  eotn.  (em 

ployment  of  counsel).  7489 
Factory  Legislation,  address,  26 
Federal  Capital,  Budget,  3127-8 
Federal  Expenditure,  Budget,  3117 
Federal  Powers,  address,  25-6 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  Slates, 

Biidget,  3117-8,  3120,  3128 
High  Court  as  Final  Court  of  Appeal,  ad' 

dress,  25 
Immigration,  Budget,  3123-4 
Imperial  Conference,  address,  24*5 
Income   Tax  :   Federal   Salaries  and  Allow- 
ances, address,  25 
Japanese  Goods,  Sale  of,  q.,  6132 
Kanakas  :  Repatriation,  address,  25 
London  Offices,  Commonwealth,  stiffly,  3669; 

q.,  4648 

Mail   Contract   Cancelled,  address,  26-7 
Navigation  Conference,  address,  24-5 
Parliamentary    Allowances    Bill,    m.,     1914 ; 

c^m.  (amount  of  allowance),  2000 
Postal  Service  : 

Penny  Postage,  adj.,  2994 
Preferential  Trade,  Budget,  3127 
Public  Service  : 

Increments,  Budget,  3120-1 
Quarantine  Bill,  com.  (liability  of  owners  and 
agents  for  provisions,  Ac,  for  quarantined 
persons),  1732 ;  (persons  may  be  vaccinated), 
1737.  1739 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  2tt,,  10355 
Shipping  Combine,  A11e(;ed,  adj.,  3065 
Supply  :  Works  and  Buildings  (External  Af- 
fairs), 3669 
Tariff :  m.,  3117  ^  1 

Address,  26-S  DigitizedbyV^OOQlC 
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Wise,  Mr.  G.  —continued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (CusToms)  : 
Agricultural,  &c.,  Machinery,  6563 
BlankctBj  ftc,  5729 
Buckets,  ftc,  7139 
Glucose,  4635 

Matches,  cons,  'req.,  10555 

Mioing  Engines,  &c.,  6791 

Piece  goods,  eons,  req.,  115J1 

Rock   Boring   Machines,   eons,   req.,  f.o., 

10733 
Salt,  5540 

Timber,  &c.,  7088,  7094 
Wire  Netting,  cons,  req.,  10764 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 
Glucose,  4643 


Vynne,  Hon.  A^ar,  Balaclava: 

Australian  Industries    Preservation  Bill,  com, 

(burden  of  proof),  9035,  9135 
Bounties  Bill,  as..,  S09;  eotn..  First  Schedule 

{cotton  seed],   1108;  (tobacco  leaf),  1223; 

(fish),  1393 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  int.,  13092 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eons,  req.,  [socks,  &c.), 
10646;  (rock  drills),  10711  ;  (oilsji,  10884, 
10992,  1 1 1 19 ;  (talking  machines,  &c.), 
iio66i  (slipper  forms),  11068;  (paper), 
11083;  "■■>  1 1439*  i^^'  Tariff  Resolutions 
(Customs).) 

House,  Rights  of,  m.,  11430 

Immifrration,  sufftyf  9700 

Judiciary  Bill,  2K.,  3786 
[ail  Service  to  Europe,  q.,  589*90;  m.,  591 
Parliament,  Reflections  oo,  obs.,  10992 
Parliainentary  Allowances  Bill,  m.,  1900 


Wynne,  Hon.  Agar — continued. 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4789 
Quarantine  Bill,  com.  (scope  of  quarantine), 

15^;    (power   to   destrox   animals),  1739; 

eons,  amdts.,  8948 
Supply  : 

External  Affairs  (Miscellaneous),  9700 
Works  and  Buildings  (External  Affairs),  3656 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 
Blankets,  &c.,  5729 
Blue,  4789 
Books,  n.e.i.,  7369 
Bottles,  empty,  6945 

Commonwealth  and  State  Government  Id- 

ports,  7437 
Confectionery,  ftc,  ^245 
Grata  and  Pulse,  K'^fij 
Hay  and  Chaff,  54-18 
Iron,  plate  and  sheet,  6539 
Machinery  and  Machines  and  Machine  Tools, 

6739 

Meats,  &c.,  5456, 
Mining  Engines,  &c.,  6785 
News  Printing  Ink,  7266 
Newspaper,  7r98 

Oils,  6862;  eons,  req.,  10884,  '0992,  11119 

Paints  and  Colours,  6887,  6888 

Paper    and    Stationery,    7218,    7221,  -211; 

coHt.  rea.t  Z1083 
Rock  Drills,  cons,  req.,  10711 
Slipper  Forms,  eons,  req.,  1106S 
Socks,  &c.,  5935;  eons,  req.,  10646 
Stearine,  ftc,  5135.  5147 
Jalkmg  machines,  ftc,  com.  req..  tto66 
Tanks,  6626 

Timber,  ftc,  7061,  joqc,  {f.o.,  9002] 
Type,  6767,(«//., '67^)  ' 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
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PART  11. 


SUBJECTS. 


ATTORNEY-OENBRAIi.  (Bills  of  Exchange  ;  Bankruptcy  ;  Foreign  CorporationB  ;  Marriage 
IMvorce  ;  Service  of  Process ;  Recognition  of  Laws ;  Judiciary  and  Courts  ;  Crown  .Law  Offices ; 
Porliamenlary  Draftsmen). 

CONSTITUTION.   (Interpretation,  and  Amendment  of.) 

DBFBNCB.   (Naval  and  Military  Defence  ;  Control  of  Railway  Transport  for  Defence.) 
DIVISIONS. 

BXTBRN  Ali  AFFAIRS.  (Fisheries,  extra-territorial ;  Naturalization  and  Aliens ;  Immigration 
and  Emigration ;  InQux  of  Criminals ;  Pacific  Islands ;  High  Commissioner ;  C-ommunications 
with  States  ;  Executive  Council  Offices  ;  Territories  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  Issue  of  Paasports  ; 
Consular  Appointments;  People  of  Special  Races  ;  Issue  of  Royal  Commissions.) 

GOVBRNIIBNT.   (The  Ministry  and  Ministers.) 

OOVBRNOR-OBNBRAL. 

HOBIB  AFFAIRS,  (Acquisition  of  Property ;  Acquisition,  Construction,  and  Control  of  Itail- 
wavH,  with  State  Consent ;  Rivern,  Control  of,  Subject  to  Irrigation  ;  Census  and  Stati-stics ; 
Pablic  Works ;  Federal  Capital  Site  and  Territoiy ;  Inter-State  Commission ;  Electoral  and 
Franchise  Acts  and  Elections  ;  Public  Service ;  Meteorological  Bureau. ) 

PAPERS. 

PARLIAMENT.  (Opening,  and  Prorogation  of  ;  Address- in -Reply  ;  Election  of  the  President, 
Mr.  Speaker,  and  Chairmen  of  Committees ;  Deputy  Chairmen  of  Committees ;  Standing 
Committees ;  Business,  Order  and  Conduct  of ;  Library  ;  Officers  of  Parliament ;  Hanaard,  Ac) 

PBTITION8. 

POSTHASTE R-OBNER All.  (Posts,  Telegraphs,  and  Telephones;  Ocean  Mail  Serricce  and 
Cables  ;  Meteorological  Observations. ) 

RUIilNOS.   (The  President,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  Chairmen  of  Committees.) 

TRADE  AND  GUBTOMS.  (Trade  and  Commerce,  including  Navigation,  Shipping,  and  Costoau ; 
Distillation;  Excise;  Copyright;  Trade  Marks;  Bounties;  Patents;  Lighthouses,  Li^tships, 
Beacons,  and  Booys ;  Quarantine ;  Weights  and  Measures.) 

TSBASORY'.  (Taxation,  exclusive  of  Cnstoms  and  Excise;  Public  Loans,  and  taking  over  of 
State  PnbUc  Debts  ;  Currency ;  Banking  ;  Imiurance  ;  Coinage ;  Govomment  Printing ;  Audit ; 
Expenditure  by  Commissions ;  Public  Acoounis ;  Custody  of  Pablic  Moneys ;  Finances,  Gwieral 
Supervision  of ;  Pensions  and  Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions.) 

Explanation  of  Abbeeviations. — Ad;.,  adjournment;  ad.  ref.,  adoption  of  report;  atndt.,  amend, 
ment;  ccm.,  committee;  eons,  amd/s.,  consideration  of  amendmeotK;  cans,  req.,  coosideration 
of  requests;  cons,  mes.,  consideration  of  message;  exfl.,  explanation;  in/.,  introductory  stages 
of  Bill;  mes.y  message;  f.o.,  point  of  order;  «.,  motion;  obs.,  observations;  question; 
rtecm.^  recommitted;  ts.,  as.,  jb.,  fint,  lecoad,  or  third  reading;  M./.0.,  motioa  to  suspend 
Standing  Orders. 

ATTORNBY-OBNBRAIi.  Kriowri.Gi.imM.—eotUinutd. 

BANKStlPICf. 

Appeal,  Final  Cooir  op.  H««  of  Jtetrtuntatives  : 

Senate:  Questions  by- 

Mr.    B.    Smith   as  to   refusal   to  per- 
High  Court  as,  address,  t6,  25,  51,  61,  75,  mit  a  representative  of  Sydney  Cham- 

ass,  455  ber  of  Cfommerce  to  attend  conference 

aa  Bankruptcy  Bill,  1087;  as  to  con- 
sultation with  Chambers  of  Commerce 
AUSTSALUK  IHDUSTBRS  pRBSEKVATlOH  ACT.  and  other  pubHc  bodies  on  provisions 

[See  Trade  and  Commerce,  "Monopolies,  alW*peii24^\^^iS^!%i«5u 
Trusts,  and  Combines."]  lagi  /  r   cr  — » 
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Attobnbt-Genekal — eoniinued. 

Bankrupt  Y — continued. 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Liddell  as  to  supply  of  copies  of 

draft  Bankruptcy  Bill,  1088,  ia8i 
Mr.   Bowdcn  as  to  reference  of  Bank- 

niptcy  Bill  to  a  Royal  Commiition 

before  its  submission  to  ParliameDt, 

1089 

Mr.  Glynn  as  to  whether  a  Bankruptcy 
Bill  will  be  introduced  this  session, 

4086  ■ 

Baksisters'  Combine. 

House  of  Representatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Catts  as  to  alleged  com- 
bine amongst  Barristers  to  regulate  ap- 
pearances before  the  High  Court,  6739, 
X0081 

BAxm  Income  Tax  Casi. 

Stnaie  : 

Question  by  Senator  Neild  as  to  cost  of 
Mr.  Garran's  visit  to  London  in  con* 
nexion  with,  3901 

Haute  of  Refreteniativet: 

Representation  of  Commonwealth  on  ap- 

plication  for  leave  to  appeal  to  Privy 

Council  in  the,  adj.,  3556 
Question  by  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  result  of 

application  for  leave  to  appeal  to  Privy 

Council,  68 1 1 

Beali,  Mr.  O.  C,  Rbfort  by  : 
[See  External  Affairs.] 

CoiaassiONS,  Royal. 
Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  Pearce  as  to  intro- 
duction of  Bill  for  protection  of  wit- 
nesses before,  8 

Commonwealth   Salaries   and  Allowances 

Act. 

House  of  Refrcsenlatives: 
Question  by  Mr.  Glynn  as  to  amendment 
of,  to  provide  for  crediting  amount  of 
State   income   tax   paid   against  future 
liability,  11327 

CONCTLIATION  AND  AKBHSATION  ACT. 
House  of  Refresentaiives : 
Amendment  of,  address,  135 
Questions  by   Mr.   King  O'Malley   as  to 
whether  in  any  Bill  to  amend,  the  Go- 
vernment will   include  a  provision  for 
appeals  from  a  Judge  of  a  State  Court, 
a  State  Industrial  Authority,  or  a  Wages 
Board  to,  4927,  5046 

CONaLIATlON  AND  AUBITBATtON  COURT. 
Senate  : 

Reimbursement  of  Expenses  of  Proceed- 
ings by  H  arvester  Employes  Union, 
tuffly,  8993-5 

Travelling  Expenses,  suffly,  10303 


Attokney-Genebal — (ontinued. 
ConciUation  and  Arbitration  Court — eontinuei 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Findley  as  to  positioo  of 
workers  in  connexion  with  applica- 
tions to,  for  exemption  under  Eidie 
Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act, 

5<77 

Senator  de  Largie  as  to  latest  awards 

of  Arbitration  Courts  and  Wages 
Boards,  8103,  8154 
Senator  £.  J.  Russell  as  to  action  takn 
in  connexion  with  alleged  wrongful 
dismissal  of  trade  unionists  fna 
Jumbunna  Colliery,  8104 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Printing  of  Award  of  President  of,  eij., 
5800 

CoNSTTTirnoN  Alteration  (Senate  Elections) 
Act. 

Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  HcColl  as  to  allied 
flaw  in,  9237 

Ctmous  Prosecutions. 
[See  Trade  and  Customs.] 

Guarantee,  Cancuj^d  Mail  Cohtuct. 
Senate< 

Nature  of,  sufftf,  8923 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Neild  as  to  proceedings  for  re- 
covery under,  867s 

Senator  Mulcaby  as  to  whether  Com- 
monwealth Law  officers  wtre  satisfied 
as  to  protection  of  Commonwealth  is* 
terests  under,  8868;  drafting  of  con- 
tract, 867a 

Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  acti<m  insti- 
tuted under,  iiaao 

House  of  Refreteniativet: 

Question  by — 

Mr.  Fairbairn  as  to  proceedings  for  re- 
covery under,  8816 
Mr.   Thomas  as  to   reported  visit  of 
Attorney'Oeneral  to  England  in  an- 
nexion with,  10786 
[See  Postmastek-General,  "  Mail  COHiRAa. 

EintOPEAN."] 

High  Court. 

Tipstaffs,  su-pfly,  10303 
Travelling  Expenses,  suffiy,  10303 
Senate  : 

Wire     Netting     Case,     Proceedings  in, 

supth.  5860,  5875.  5880-1 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Dobson  as  to  whether  the  Go- 
vernment intended  to  submit  l^isla- 
tion  preventing  appeals  direct  to  Ae 
Hieb  Court  from  a  single  Judge  of 
a  State  Supreme  Court,  829 
Senator  Neild  as  to  the  number  of  ctia- 
ioal  appeals  from  each  of  the  Stites 
addressed  to;  numbers  granted  sad 
dismissed,  1567 

Senator  gh*J«^vCvcle>*t**  tlf^' 
mencement  of  long  vacacDn,  5858 
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ATttmax-GwoMr—tontinued.  . 
High  Court — conlinued. 
House  of  Representatives: 

Maintenance  of  Authority  of,  suffly,  S843 
States    Officers,    Compensation^  s^ffty* 
9738-34 

Taxation   of    State  Imports — Stating  ot 

Case  for,  suffly,  6291 
Travelling  of  Judges*  Associates,  stiffly, 

9727-8 

Wire  Netting  Case,  Proceedings  in,  nffty, 

6391 

Work  of,  supply,  9728 

Questions  by — 

Mr.    O'Malley   as   to    maiotenaocc  of 

authority  of,  9388 
Mr.    Crouch    as  to  reciprocity  between 

Victoria   and    New  South  Wales  io 

the  admission  of  barristers,  10075 
Mr.  J.   H.  Catts  as  to  delay  in  de- 

Hveiy  of  judgment  of*  io  Harveitn 

cases,  11420 
Mr.  McDonald  as  to  costs  in  cases  in 

which    the    Commonwealth    was  a 

party,  H742 

PUBUC  Sekvicr  and  State  Incoui  Tax. 
HcMSe  of  Refresentativei: 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Glynn  as  to  decision  of  High  Court 
with  respect  to  lights  of  transferred 
officers,  11260;  as  to  payment  of  State 
income  tax,  11327 
Mr.  Page  as  to  action  to  protect  rights 
of  public  serrants  who  paid  income 
tax,  1 1 337 

Senate  Vacahct. 

[Stt  PABmUKNT.  The,  "  Senate  Vacahct  im."] 

State  Stbauship  Subsidies. 
Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  O'Loghlin  as  to 
opinion  of  Crown  Law  Officer  on  agree- 
ment with  Archibald  Currie  and  Co.  for 
carriage  of  goods  between  Victoria  and 
Singapore,  5746 

House  of  Refresentaihes: 
Question  by  Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  consti- 
tutiouality  of,  I181  ^ 

Walpole,  Mr.  R.  S. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  O'Malley  ay  to  state- 
ments by,  concerning  a  class  coateitj 
tioiS 

Webb  v.  Ourraiu. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Poynton  as  to  printing 
of  decision  of  Privy  Council,  773 

Wobkhen's  Compensation  Bill. 
Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Guthrie  as  to  when 
to  be  introduced,  5177,  6o6t 


Additional  APPBOrauTioN  Biu.  1907-8. 

House  of  Refrese^ativet : 

Order  of  leave.  Bill  presented  hnd  passed 
through  all  its  stages,  11418;  message 
from  Senate,  11675 

Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, M.s.o.  and  iL  moved,  1 1473 ; 
debated,  11475,  11608;  Bill  read  a  brst 
and  second  time  and  considered  in 
eom.,  11617;        ^'f-  '^^^  ' 

third  time  11621 


Additional     Appropriation     (Wobks  aho 
buildings)  bill  1907-8. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Order  of  leave,  Uill  presented  and  passed 
through  all  its  stages,  11418;  message 
from  Senate,  11734 

Senate : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  RepresenU- 
tives  and  m.s.o.  .moved  and  debated, 
11621;  agreed  to  and  Bill  read  a  first 
time,  1162a;  2K.,  moved,  11622;  debated, 
116S8;  Bill  read  a  second  time  and  con* 
aidezed  in  com.,  11691;  ad.  ref  and 
3B.,  11697 

ADDITIONAL    APPBOPEIATION    BILL    I905-6  AMD 
1906-7. 

House  0/  Refresentatives: 

Order  of  leave,  11418;  Bill  presented  Bad 
passed  through  all  its  stages,  Ii4i9* 
message  from  Senate,  11734 

Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives, 1162a;  m.t.o.t  Bill  read  a  first 
time  and  3B.  moved,  11623;  an.  debated 
and  agreed  to  and  Bill  passed  through 
iu  remaining  stages,  11697 

Additional    Appbopbutigh    (WOBxa  aku 
Buildings)  Bill  1905-6  and  1906-7. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Order  of  leave,  11418;  Bill  presented  and 
passed  ibrougti  ail  its  stages,  114191 
message  from  Senate,  11734 

Senate : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives, m.s.o.  and  il.  moved,  11623:  Bill 
read  a  first  time  and  2R.  moved  and 
debated,  11624;  Bill  read  a  second  time, 
and  passed  through  remaining  stages, 
I1697 

Appbopbiation  Bill. 

House  oi  Representatives: 

Int.,  10251 ;  order  of  leave.  Bill  presented 

and  passed  through  all  its  stages,  10251 ; 
Bill  returned  from  Senate  without  re- 
quest, 10461;  assent  reported,  10483 
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Bills — toiUinued. 
Appropriation  Bill — eontinutd 
Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House' of  Representa- 
tives, m.s.o.  and  iB.  moved  and  debated, 
to36o;  agreed  to,  and  it.  moved,  10261 ; 
debated,  10369;  >^^<1  '  lecond  time 
and  considered  in  torn.,  10385  [PuHA' 
ment,  10385 ;  External  Affairs,  10390 ; 
Attorney-General,  10303 ;  Home  Af- 
fairs, 10304 ;  Treasury,  10370 ;  Trade 
and  Customs,  10373;  Defence,  10373; 
Postmaster-Ceoeral,  10388];  ad.  ref.  and 
3B.  moved  and  debated,  10391 ;  Bill  read 
a  third  time,  10399 ;  assent  reported, 
loSaS 


AmoFUATiON  (Works  and  Buildings)  Biu.. 

House  of  Refresentativet: 

Ini.,  3749;  order  of  leave.  Bill  presented 
and  passed  through  all  its  stages,  3749; 
message  from  Scnatei  4343;  asseot  re- 
ported, 4361 

Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  IK.,  3706;  3K.  moved,  3798; 
debated,  3804,  3811,  3841,  3901 ;  Bill 
read  a  second  time,  3930;  considered  in 
3930,  4037;  ad.  ref.^  4083;  3R. 
moved  and  debated,  4144;  Bill  read  a 
third  time,  4155 ;  assent  reported,  436a 


Audit  Bill. 

House  of  Refresentativet: 

Uesswe    recommending  appropriatloa, 
13076 


AD8TULUH  INDUSTRIES  FUSUVATION  BOX. 

Senate : 

Order  of  leave  and  is.,  4144;  2B.  moved, 
436«i  debated.  AV7^,  4483.  45<»,  4585. 
4908;  Bill  read  a  second  time,  4914; 
considered  in  eom,,  49141  5013,  5084 ; 
reported,  5113;  m.  that  ad.  rep.  be  made 
an  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow, 
moved  and  debated,  51 13 ;  agreed  tu, 
5114:  ad.  ref.  move4  and  debated, 
5178;  agreed  to,  5193}  3K.,  5285;  Bill 
returned  from  House  of  Represenfativei 
with  amdts.,  9580;  eons,  amdts.  and  ad. 
ref.j  10071 ;  assent  reported,  10828 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Bill  received  from  Senate  and  iR.,  5366; 
3K.  moved,  8960;  debated,  9011,  9101; 
Bill  read  a  second  time,  9129;  consid- 
ered in  com.,  9129,  Q194,  9391 ;  reported, 
939> ;  recom.^  9391 ;  reported,  9393; 
ad.  ref.,  9481 ;  tn.s.o.  moved  and 
negatived,  0481-2;  3B.  moved  and  de* 
bated,  958^;  Bill  read  a  third  time, 
9597;  message  from  Senate,  10136;  as- 
sent reported,  10483 


Bills — cortfinued. 
Bills  of  Exchange  Bill. 
Senate : 

Order  of  leave,  132,  iK,,  250 ;  aa. 
moved,  651 ;  debated,  657 ;  Bill  read  a 
second  time,  668;  considered  in  com., 
668,  747,  1584,  1705,  1965.  3055,  3194, 
3283 ;  recons.t  2284 ;  reported,  2300 ; 
reeom.,  3407;  ad.  ref.,  2419;  3H.,  3514 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Bill  received  from  Senate  and  iK.,  3579 


BOOHTICS  BlU.. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Message     recommending  appropriatioo, 

1^7;  considered  in  com.,  501;  order  of 
leave  and  iK.,  563;  21.  moved,  775; 
debated,  787,  897,  989;  Bill  read  a 
second,  time,  997;  considered  in  com.. 
997,  1056,  1090,  iiSi,  1390  (f.o.,  1311- 
16) ;  reported,  131s ;  reeom.,  1378 ; 
m.s.o.,  ad.  ref.  and  3R.  moved,  1393; 
debated,  1393;  agreed  m,  141 1 ;  Bill  re- 
turned from  Senate  with  amdts.,  5173; 
cons,  amdts..  b^ni;  ad.  ref.,  6405;  Bill 
returned  from  Senate  with  a  message 
and  cons,  mes.,  6439;  Ufeot  reported, 

6834 
SetuUe: 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  IB.,  i47ii  as.  moved,  1707; 
debated,  3301,  3419,  2514,  2553,  3627, 
3743;  Bill  read  a  second  time,  2765; 
considered  in  com.,  3765,  3846.  M58, 
3066,  3149.  3»57,  3370.  3464.  3559.  37o6. 
4»55.  4245.  4382,  4482;  reported,  4483; 
ad.  ref.  moved  and  debated,  4580; 
agreed  to,  4585;  retom.  moved  and 
debated,  4836;  agreed  to  and  recom., 
4841,  4896:  reported,  4908;  ad.  ref., 
la;  3R.,  5084;  Bill  returned  from 
ouse  of  RepresentatiTes,  and  cons, 
mes.,  6410;  ad.  ref.,  and  message  from 
House  of  Representatives,  6414;  assent 
reported,  7541 


Coast  Defcncb  JtmonunoN  Bill. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Message  recommending  appropriation, 
12043;  ^<""-  mes.,  13076;  rcsolutioB 
reported,  m.s.o.,  ad  ref.,  order  of 
leave.  Bill  read  a  first  and  second 
time  and  oonudered  in  e»m.t  13094 ;  ad. 
rgf.  and  31.,  13095;  message  from  Sea- 
ate,  12198 

Senate : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Repieseata 
tativei,  m.s.o.,  ir.,  and  2R.  moved, 
12106;  debated,  laiQ?:  Bill  read  a 
second  time  and  passcoQfiiU^li  its  re- 
maining stages,  12126  ^ 
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Bills — eontinued. 

COUOEBCI  (TBADB  DlSCUPTIONS)  BUX. 
House  of  RlfretenioHvtt : 
Order  of  leave  snd  iB-,  6133 

Commonwealth  Sauries  and  aixowanccs  Bn  1 
Senate: 

Order  of  leave,  133;  350;  aK.  mored, 
500;  Bill  read  a  second  time,  878;  con- 
sidered in  eem.,  878,  954,  1043,  1568; 
reported,  1584 ;  ad.  ref,,  1704 ;  3K. 
moved  and  debated,  1816;  Bill  read  a 
third  time,  1833;  Bill  returned  from 
House  of  Representatives  with  an 
amdt.,  3901 ;  cans.  amdt.  and  ad.  ref.^ 
4084;  assent  reported,  4362 

House  of  Refresentativet : 

Bill  received  from  Senate  and  iR.,  1936; 
f.o.,  3860-3;  XV.'.  moved,  3862;  debated, 
3867;  Bill  read  a  second  time  and  (;on- 
sidered  in  com.,  3881  ;  reported,  m.s.o., 
and  Bill  passed  through  its  remaining 
stages,  3897 ;  message  from  Senate,  414a ; 
assent  reported,  4361 


CoNcnjATioN  and  Arbitration  Bill. 
Senate : 

Order  of  leave  and  iR.,  546^ 


CoNSTiTunON  Alteration  (Sbnatk  Elictions) 
Bux. 

.  Senate : 

Assent  reported,  7 

House  of  Refresentatives : 
Assent  reported,  33 

Criminal  Appeals  Bilu 
Senate : 

Order  of  leave,  30;  iR.,  348;  3R.  moved, 
959.  3543.  3493 

CisTOMS  Tariff  Amendment  Bili- 

House  of  Refreseniatives: 

Order  of  leave,  and  m.,  11795 ;  sr., 
moved,  12053;  Bill  read  a  second  time, 
considered  m  com.  ad.  rep.,  and  m.s.o. 
moved  and  debated,  12054;  m.,  agreed 
to  and  Bill  read  a  third  time,  12055; 
message  from  Senate,  12198 

Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, m.s.o.,  m.  aR.,  moved,  12102: 
Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  considered 
in  com.,  12103;  ad.  ref.,  end  3R.,  12105 


Bills — continued. 
CosTOMs  Tariff  Bnx. 
House  of  Representatives: 

Order  of  leave.  Bill  read  a  first  and 
second  -  time,  and  considered  in  com., 
7456;  reported,  7456;  ad.  ref.,  7465; 
3R.,  moved  and  debated,  7465;  Bill  read 
a  third  time,  7471 ;  Bill  returned  from 
Senate  with  requesU,  10126;  eont.  req. 
{f.o.f  10484),  10487,  10526,  10576,  10610, 
10653,  10703,  I0Z57,  10789,  io8m,  10817, 
10880,  10970,  11019,  *'o56i  11098,  11159, 
11183;  progress  report  and  m.  to  rfl- 
commit  item  15,  moved,  10815,  and  ne- 
gatived, 10816;  ad.  ref.  debated,  10816; 
and  agreed  to,  10817;  ad.  ref.,  and 
ordered  that  Bill  be  returned  to  Senate, 
11215;  message,  from  Senate,  and  m.. 
that  it  be  made  an  order  of  the  day  for 
later  date  moved,  1 1380 ;  agreed  to, 
II 381 ;  to  refrain  from  determining 
constitutional  rights,  and  to  consider 
message  forthwith  moved,  1 1424  ;  debated, 
11425;  agreed  to,  11437  ;  m.,  that  reso- 
lution  be  incorporated  in  message, 
'>437 ;  agreed  to,  11438 ;  eons,  req., 
11438,  11526;  m.,  to  fix  dates  of 
amendts.  agreed  to,  11578;  ad.  ref.. 
and  Bill  ordered  to  be  returned  to 
Senate,  11579;  message  from  Senate, 
11722 
Senate : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  18.  moved  and  debated, 
7545  i  Bi"  'cad  a  first  time,  m.s.o.,  and 
28.  moved,  7553;  debated,  7574;  Bill 
read  a  second  time,  7622;  considered 
in  7622,  7623,  7653,  7704,  7755, 

7797i  7850,  7895  \f.Q.  7896-7906),  7006, 
7928,  7977,  8o»q,  8080,  8105,  8157,  8232, 
^286,  S309,  8365,  8424.  8483,  85^8,  8555, 
8617  {f.o.,  8644-52),  8652,  S673,  8701, 
8S69,  9042,  9139,  9237,  Q253,  9353, 
9422,  9537,  9634,  tTAi.  9797,  9893; 
reported,  and  m.s.o.  moved  and  de- 
bated, 10041 ;  agreed  to ;  ad.  ref.  and 
amdts,  to  recom.  moved  and  debated, 
10042-50;  recom.  negatived  and  ad.  ref. 
agreed  to,  10050-t ;  message  from  House 
of  Representatives,  and  m.s.o.  moved, 
10830;  debated,  10831 ;  agreed  to,  and 
cons,  mes.,  10841,  rog2i  ;  message  from 
House  of  Representatives,  and  cons, 
mes.,  11231,  11304;  ad.  ref.,  11331 ; 
message  from  House  of  Representatives, 
and  m.s.o.,  11581  ;  m.,  that  message  be 
considered  forthwith,  and  that  action 
of  House  of  Representatives  in  dealing 
with  reiterated  requests  is  in  compliance 
with '  constitutional  position  of  Senate, 
moved  and  debated,  11583;  agreed  to, 
115S8 ;  eons,  mes.,  11588 ;  resolutions 
reported.  11607;  *»■  to  recom.  message, 
moved,  11678:  debated,  11679;  agreed 
to,  recom.,  ad.  ref.,  and  311.,'  11688 
[See  Traob  and  Ci-stoms— "  Tabiff  "—for 
Schedule.] 


DnvNCR  Act  1903  Aitendment  Rill. 
Senate : 
Order 
moved, 


2R., 
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Buxs — continued. 
Disputed  Elections  and  Quaufkations  Bau 
Senate  : 

Order  of  leave,  5284;  is.,  5825 ;  as., 
moved,  5467 ;  debated,  5561 ;  Bill  read 
a  second  time,  5595 ;  considered  in 
<om.,  5596,  5648 ;  reported,  5666 ;  re- 
com.,  5774.  5981 ;  ad.  ref.,  m.s.o.,  and 
3B.,  5986;  Bill  retunied  from  House  of 
Representatives  without  amdt.,  6353; 
assent  reported,  6409 

Souse  of  RefresetUatives : 

Bill  received  from  Senate  and  iB.,  6056; 
3B.,  moved,  6370;  debated,  637a ;  Bill 
read  a  second  time  and  considered  in 
com.,  6378;  ad.  ref.,  m.s.o.,  and 
6389;  assent  reported,  6440 

Election  Expenses  REiUBtntSEBiXNT  Bill. 

House  of  Refretentatives: 

Message  recommending  appiopriation ;  ap- 
propriation in  com.,  m.s.o.,  ad.  ref., 
order  of  leave;  iR.,  13196;  3R.,  moved 
and  debated,  12196;  Bill  read  a  second 
time  and  considered  in  com.,  12197 ;  ad. 
ref.,  and  3R.,  12198;  message  from 
Senate,  12201 

Senate : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, m.s.o.,  IB.;  2K.  moved,  12148; 
debated,  12149;  Bill  read  a  secoad  time, 
and  passed  through  its  remaining 
stages,  1 2 149 

Electoral  (Disptjted  Retukns)  Bill. 
House  of  Refresentaiivet: 
Ordei  of  leave  and  it.,  1613 ;  as.  moved, 
2574;  debated,  2577 

ExaSE  Procedube  Bill. 
Senate: 

Order  of  leave  moved  and  debated,  4472 ; 
agreed  to,  4482;  iS.,  4616;  3B.,  moved, 
51 14;  Bill  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
sidered in  com.,  5118,  5193;  reported, 
5104;  ad.  ref..  5285:  3B.,  moved  and 
debated,  5370;  agreed  to,  5395;  men^^ 
from  House  of  Representatives,  7545; 
assent  reported,  8221 

House  of  Reffesentatives : 

Bill  received  from  Senate  and  ie.,  5465; 
2K.,  moved,  6056;  debated,  7472;  Bill 
read  a  second  time  and  considered  in 
com.,  7487;  ad.  ref.,  7490;  m.s.o.  and 
3R.,  7491 ;  assent  reported,  SSt3 

Excise  Tariff  Bill. 

House  of  Refresenttttives: 

Bill  presented  and  passed  through  all  its 
stages,  7456;  Bill  returned  from  Senate 
with  a  request,  ioia6 ;  cons,  req.,  ad. 
ref.,  and  ordered  that  Bill  be  returned 
to  Senate,  11215;  message  from  Senate, 
1 1733 


Bills — continued. 
Excise  Tariff  BWl—eonHnued. 
Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  Hoose  of  RepreKQta- 
tives  and  iRj  7545;  Bill  read  a  second 
time  and  considered  in  com.,  7623,  9951, 
10014 ;  reported  with  a  rejiuest,  and  id. 
ref.,  10040 ;  message  from  House  of 
Representatives,  iisai ;  3R.,  116S8 


Excise  Tariff  (Stascb)  Bill. 

House  of  Refresentatives; 

Order  of  leave  and  iR.,  11795;  aR.  moved, 
13055  f  Bil'  Tcsid  a  second  time  md 
passed  through  its  remaining  stages, 
13056;  message  from  Senate,  (3198 

Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives, m.s.o.,  IB.,  aod  3R.,  moved  and 
debated,  13105;  Bill  read  a  second  tine 
and  passed  through  its  remaining  sUgcs» 
1 2106 


Fire  Insurance  Bill. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Order  of  leave  and  iR.,  9S9;  3R.  moved, 
1596;  debated,  1608,  1613;  alteration  ia 
order  of  day  for  resnmption  of  debate, 
3566 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  APFRoraL^noK 

Biix. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Message  recommendmg  appropriation, 
13043;  appropriation  in  com.,  rcsoltttioa 
reported,  m.s.  0.  moved,  and  debated, 
12095 1  «g'*cd  to,  ad.  ref.,  order  of 
leave.  Bill  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  considered  in  com.,  13096;  ad.  ref. 
and  3R.,  13097;  message  from  Seaate, 
1 3198 

Senate : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives, m.s.o.,  iR.  and  2R.  moved  and 
debated,  12126;  Bill  read  a  second  time 
and  passed  through  its  remaining  stages, 

I3I37 

iNVATiD  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Order  of    leave    and    iR.,    11705 ;  21. 
moved,  11922;  debated,  11926;  Bill  read 
I  a  second  time  and  considered  in  cem.. 

1*963 ;  reported,  recom.,  ad.  ff., 
m.i.a.,  and  3R.^  11983;  message  frim 
Senate,  12095. 

Senate : 


Bill  received  from  House  of  Represenla- 
tives,  m.t.a.,  iR.,  and  aR-  moved,  11095; 
debated,  laooo;  Bill  read  a  second  tine 
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Bills — ecntinued. 
JUDKiAKY  Bill. 
Senate : 

Order  of  leave,  132;  iB.,  250;  as. 
moved,  487;  debated,  564,  830  {m.  lo 
adjourn  debate  negatived,  861) ;  Bill 
read  a  second  time,  878;  considered  id 
com.,  878,  936;  ad,  ref..  954;  3"- 
1023 ;  message  from  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 3829;  asscDt  reported,  4705 

House  of  Refresentaiives: 

Bill  received  from  Senate  and  «.,  1083; 
aR.  moved,  3749 ;  »«-  «>  adjourn  debate 
mo\»ed  and  agreed  to,  3759  i  w-  for  re- 
sumption of  debate  at  later  hour 
moved,  3760;  debated,  3762;  agreed  to 
and  debate  on  ax.  resumed,  3774;  B»" 
read  a  second  time  and  considered  in 
com.,  3792;  ad.  ref.,  3795;  3»-  ^ovtA 
and  debated,  38551  B'^  * 
time,  3860;  assent  reported,  4646 

Kalgookme  to  port  Aikjusta  Railway  Sub- 

VEY  BlI-L. 

House  of  Refresenlaiives: 

Message  recommending  appropriation,  i  s8 ; 
consideration  in  com.,  559,  606;  ad. 
ref.,  order  of  leave,  and  W.,  047; 
moved  and  debated,  718;  Bill  read  a 
second  time,  and  considered  m  com., 
737;  ad  ref.  and  3R.,  741  ;  Bill  relumed 
from  Senate  with  an  amendment,  174a ; 
cons,  amdt.,  2017;  ad.  ref.,  2025;  assent 
reported,  2511 

Senate : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  iR.,  74";;  moved,  1023 
{f.o.  1023-33),  "32.  "33,  I3MJ  Bill 
read  a  second  time,  1376;  considered  in 

com.,  1377.  «47';  "POf****!  '.^i^'^S'" 
ref.,  1568;  3R-  moved  and  debatea,  iDB9i 
Bill  read  a  third  time,  170^;  message 
from  House  of  Representatives,  2032; 
assent  reported,  3512 


Manufactures  Encouragemsnt  Biu,  : 

House  of  Representatives: 

Ues.  recommending  appropriation,  5801; 
cons,  met.,  5912;  ad.  ref.,  order  of 
leave,  and  iR.,  5914:  moved,  6026; 
debated,  6r33,  6232  [f.o.  as  to  constita- 
tionality  of  amdt.  providing  for  na- 
tionalixation  of  iron  industry,  6232-35) ; 
Bill  rend  a  second  time  and  committed 
fro  formd,  6279;  considered  in 
12168 

Marine  Insurance'  Bnj.. 
House  of  Refresentativet : 
Order  of  leave  and  iR.,  4959 

Navigation  Bill. 
Senate  : 

Order  of  leave  and        31491  "Wdi 
3*34 

-Norfolk  Island  Bill. 
House  of  Refresentalives: 
Order  of  leave  and  iR.,  11705 


Bills — continued. 
Omens  Cohpensation  Bill. 

.  Homte  of  Refretentatives : 

Message  recommending  appropriation, 
7493  f  appropriation  in 

com.,  7494;  ad.  ref.,  order  of  leave. 
Bill  read  a  first  time  and  passed  through 
its  remaining  stages,  7502;  Bill  returned 
from  Senate  without  amendment,  10126; 
assent  reported,  10483 

Senate : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  IR.,  7545;  2R.  moved,  10051; 
debated,  10052;  Bill  read  a  second  time 
and  considered  in  com.,  10058;  ad.  ref., 
X0070;  m.s.o.  and  3R.,  10071;  assent  re- 
ported, 10S28  , 

Papua  Bill. 
House  of  Refresentativet: 

Order  of  leave  and  iR.,  23;  2l.  moved, 
1414;  debated,  1415 

Parliaubntart  Allowances  Bill. 

House  ef  Refreseniatives: 

Message  recommending  appropriation  and 
eons,  met.,  1^3;  ad.  ref.,  order  of  leave 
and  IR.,  1924;  m.,  that  2R.  be  an  order 
of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  moved  and  de- 
bated, 1924 ;  agreed  to,  1026;  2R. 
moved,  1977;  debated,  1979;  Bill  read  a 
second  time  and  considered  in  eom., 
1991 ;  reported,  m.s.o.,  and  Bill  passed 
tluough  its  remaining  stages,  2017;  Bill 
returned  from  Senate  without  amend- 
ment, 2262;  assent  reported,  2511  ' 

Setuae: 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  iR.^  3032 ;  3B.  moved,  2071 ; 
debated,  2073,  2099;  Bill  read  a  second 
time  and  considered  in  com.,  3116;  ad. 
ref.,  21 19 ;  3B.  moved  and  debated, 
2180;  Bill  read  a  third  time,  2194;  as- 
sent reported,  2512 


PABLtAHBHTART  PAFESS  BIU.. 

House  of  Refresentalives: 

Order  of  leave  .ind  iK-,  10136 ;  2R, 
moved,  11671  ;  debated  and  Bill  read  it 
second  time  and  considered  in  com., 
11672;  reported  and  reeom.,  11780;  ad 
ref.,  m.s.o.  and  3R.,  11780;  Bill  re- 
turned from  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment and  cons,  amdt.,  12198 

Senate : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives, m.s.o.  and  iR.,  n866;  as.  moved, 
12127 ;  debated,  I2ij8  ;  Bill  read  a 
second  time  ami  considered  in  com., 
121315  ad  ref.  and  3K.,  12137;  mcssa^ie 
from  House  of  Representatives,  12148 

Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill. 
Senate : 

Order  of  leave,  3.<;4>  iR->  s6.];  2R.  mOved, 
763;  Bill  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
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Bills — ■continued. 
Parliamentary  Witneises  Bill — tentinued. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Bill  received  from  Senate  and  iR.,  89^ ; 
2K.  moved,  3897;  debated,  38^1  Bill 
read  a  second  time,  11780;  considered  in 
eom.f  1 1780,  iao66 

Postal  Rates  Bill. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 
Order  of  leave  moved  and  debated,  774; 
agreed  to  and  iR.,  775 

PoBUC  Service  Appeals  Bill. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 
Order  of  leave  and  is.,  1611 

POBLic  Service  Bill. 
House  of  Refresentatives  : 
Order  of  leave  and  ik.,  ii7g6(  ax.  moved, 
12056;  debated,  12057 

QiUBANTiiiE  Bill. 

House. a f  Refresentatives: 

Order  of  leave  and  iR.,  352;  2R.  moved, 
504,  debated,  510;  Bill  read  a  secoad 
time,  559,  considered  in  com.,  559, 
1416,  1517,  1619,  1717,  1753;  ad.  ref.» 
^775 :  3"-»  1883;  Bill  returned  from 
Senate  with  amdts.,  6292 ;  cons,  amdts.t 
8939;  ad  ref.y  8959;  assent  reported, 
9845 
Senate : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Kcpresenia' 
lives  and  iR.,  1833;  iR.,  2941;  debated, 
4397.  Si94i  5285 ;  Bill  read  a  second 
time,  5304;  considered  in  com.,  5304, 
5395.  5473.  5666,  5986,  ^2,  6217; 
m.s.e.f  ad  ref.t  and  3R.,  6227 ;  message 
from  House  of  *  Representatives,  8925; 
assent  reported,  9795 

RBUUNERAIION    OF   LABOUR    DSFimnON  BlLL. 

Senate : 

Order  of  leave,  4796;  iR.,  4841;  m.  tbat 
Bill  be  printed  and  2R.  made  an  ordei 
of  day  for  following  day,  4841 

Seaubn's  Coupsnsation  Bill. 
Senate  : 

Order  of  leave,  11 581 ;  iK.,  11866 

Seat  op  Governuent  Bill. 
House  of  Repesentatives : 

Message  recommending  appropriation, 
157;  appropriation  in  com.,  ad  ref., 
order  of  leave  and  iR.,  647 ;  2R.  moved 
and  debated,  10311 

Supply  Bill  No.  i. 
House  of  Refresentatives : 

Message  and  m.,  81 ;  m.s.o.,  82  ;  appropria- 
tion in  com.,  84;  ad  /^e^-,  order  of  leave, 
and  Bill  presented  and  passed  through 
all  its  statues,  85 ;  Dill  returned  from 
Senate  without  request,  192;  assent  re- 
ported, 193 


Bills— continued. 
Supply  Bill  No.  z — continued. 
Senate ; 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  m.s.o.  moved,  39;  agreed  to 
and  resolved  that  Bill  be  read  a  first  time 
on  following  day,  40;  ir.  moved,  137; 
debated,  138;  agreed  to,  Bill  read  a 
second  time  and  considered  in  eom., 
139;  ad.  ref.  and  3>.,  140;  aaient  re* 
ported,  247 

SvppLT  Bill  No.  a. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Appropriation  in  com.,  1775;  M./.0.,  md. 
ref.,  resolution  of  ways  and  means 
adopted,  order  of  leave,  Bill  read  a 
first  and  second  time  and  considered  in 
com.,  i8oq ;  reported,  1812 ;  ad.  ref. 
moved  and  debated,  1868-9;  agreed  to 
and  3R.,  1883;  Bill  returned  from  Senate 
without  request,  2017;  assent  reported, 
ai20 

Senate  : 

Notice  of  m.s.o.,  1815;  Bill  received  from 
House  of  Represeatatives  and  ik.  moved 
and  debated,  1833 ;  agreed  to,  1864 ; 
2K.  moved,  loao;  debated,  1930;  Bill 
read  a  secoad  time  and  considered  in 
com..  1933 ;  reported  and  ad.  ref.  moved 
and  debated,  1952 ;  agreed  to  and  3R. 
moved  and  debated,  1953;  Bill  read  a 
third  lime,  1955  j  assent  reported,  2055 

St;ppLY  Bill  No.  3. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 
Appropriation  in  com.,  5783;  m.j.o.,  ad. 
ref.,  order  ftf  leave,  and  Bill  passed 
throagh  all  its  stages,  5800;  Bill  re- 
turned from  Senate  without  request, 
5977;  assent  reported,  6ti8 

Senate: 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives, m.s.e.,  and  m.  that  is.  be  taken 
on  following  Wednesday,  agreed  to, 
5774;  IR.,  moved  and  debated,  5860; 
agreed  to,  5877;  zR.,  moved,  5877;  de- 
bated, 5878;  Bill  lead  a  second  time 
and  considered  in  com..  58S1  ;  ad.  rep., 
and  3E.  moved  and  debated,  5907;  Bill 
read  a  third  time,  5908;  assent  re- 
ported, 6092 

Supply  Bill  No.  4. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Appropriation  in  com.,  6279;  m.t.o,,  ad. 
ref.,  order  of  leave,  iR.,  6a86;  2B. 
moved  and  debated,  6a86 ;  Bill  read  a 
second  time  and  considered  in  com., 
6388;  ad.  ref.  and  3R.,  6292;  Bill  re- 
turned from  Senate  without  request, 
6439;  assent  reported,  6591 

Senate : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  m.s.o.  moved  and  debated, 
agreed  to,  and  IK.  moved  and  debated, 
6300;  agreed  to,  Bill  read  a  second 
time  and  considered  is(^em.^A9lri  ad. 
ref..  6353;  #ati«ri4^>^QS>XV^ed. 
7541 
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Bills — etntiuued. 

Sumv  Bill  No.  5. 

Houie  of  RefresetUoiives: 

AppropriatTon  in  com.^  8830-63 ;  ad.  rtf., 
m.s.o.,  order  of  leave,  Bill  presented 
and  pasied  through  all  its  stages,  8863; 
Bill  returned  from  Senate  without  re- 
quest, 9039;  assent  reported,  9088 

Senatt  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives; m.s.o..  and  iR.,  moved  and  de- 
bated, S900;  Bill  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  8925 ;  considered  in  earn.,  8935, 
8979;  ad  ref.  and  3».,  9007;  assent  rt- 
ported,  9040 


Supply  Biu.  No.  i,  1908-9. 

Houst  of  Refresgntatives: 

Message  recommending  appropriation, 
12043;  appropriation  in  com.,  12097; 
m.s.o.,  ad.  rep.,  order  of  leave,  iR.,  and 
m.  that  3R.  be  made  an  order  of  the 
day  for  following  day  moved,  12098; 
agreed  to,  1:2099;  3R  moved  and  de- 
bated, 12180;  Bill  read  a  second  time, 
m.s.o.,  ad.  ref.  and  3B.  moved,  12190; 
Bill  read  a  third  time,  12196;  message 
from  Senate,  12201 

Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives, m.s.o..  and  IR.  moved  and  debated, 
12137 ;  Bill  read  a  first  time,  and  2K 
moved,  12140 ;  debated,  12141 ;  Bill 
read  a  second  time  and  considered  in 
com.t  12144;        f'f-         3K>>  12148 


Surplus  Rbvenue  Bux. 

House  of  Refresentativet: 

Order  of  leave  moved,  debated,  and 
agreed  to,  9010 ;  iR.,  9420;  mes.  re- 
commending appropriation,  9S45 ;  cons, 
mes.  appropriation  in  com.,  resolution 
reported  and  ad.  ref.  moved  and  de- 
bated, 11670;  agreed  to,  11671;  2a. 
,  moved,  9847 ;  amdt.  to  postpone  con- 
sideration until  financial  relations  can 
be  dealt  with  as  a  whole,  9875 ;  second 
reading  debated,  9856,  11709-23,  11745 
\m.  to  adjourn  debate  moved  and  nega- 
tived, 11757],  11796;  Bill  read  a  second 
time,  1186 1 ;  consiilercd  in  com.,  11861; 
ad.  ref.  and  3R.,  11863;  message  from 
Senate,  11982 

Senate  : 


CONSTITUTION. 

ALTERATION  OF. 

Senate  : 
Questions  by — 

Senator  E.  J.  Russell  as,  to  enabling 
the  Commonwealth,  if  necessary,  lu 
regulate  wages  and  conditions  of 
labour,  7543 

Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  taking  steps 
towards  the  unification  of  nil  or  any 
of  the  State  jurisdictions,  7653 

Senator  McColl  as  to  dealing  with 
alleged  flaw  in  Constiltition  Altera- 
tion (Senate  Elections)  Act,  9337  . 

House  of  Refreseniativrt : 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Catts  as  to  enabling  the  GoTcn- 
ment  to  nattonall/e  coal  mines  and 
other  public  utilities,  5910 

Mr.  McDonald  as  to  uniform  iodustrial 

legislation,  6096 
Sir  John  Forrest  if  financial  proposals 
of  Government  necessitate  an  amend- 
ment of  Constitution,  9390,  11016 
Mr.  McWilliams  as  to  whether,  il 
decision  of  High  Court  he  adverse. 
Government  can  proceed  with  the 
policy  of  new  protection  without  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution,  10133 

Bills. 

House  ,  of  Representatives  : 
Determination  of  constitutionality  of,  by 
High  Court,  ways  and  means^  3996,  4092' 

Braddon  Section. 
Senate : 

References  to,  supply,  1861,  3807-8,  3815*16, 
3821-3,  3843,  3901 

HSouse  of  Representatives: 

References  to.  Budget,  1643,  2126,  2144, 
2354.  2373-6,  2464-5,  2496-2500,  2582-4, 
2602,  2660,  26Q3-7,  2718,  2721-2,  2728- 
31,  2741-2,  2820-1,  2906-7,  2916,  2932, 
3965,  2974,  2()70.  3007-15,  3036-40,  3116, 
3120.  3177,  3189-00,  3iQ9-32or,  3316-8; 
expl.,  2654;  supply,  3343-4,  3352:  Mtayi 
and  means,  4016 

Carrlthcrs,  Mr.  J.  H. 

House  of  Representatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  O'Mallcy  as  to  a  vote 
for  the  erection  of  a  statue  of  Mr.  J. 
H.  Carruthers,  as  a"nullifier  of,"23ii 

COMMMONWEALTR  LEGISLATION. 

Senate : 

Appointment  of  officer  by  States  to  report 
on  constitutionalitv  of,  address,  18,  400. 
478 

Question  by  Senator  McGregor,  564 


Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives, m.j.o.,  iR.,  and  2R.,  moved 
I1866;  debated  11874;  Bill  read  a 
second  time  and  considered  in  com., 
11903;  ad.  ref;  and  3R.,  11909 


Draft  of. 

House  of  Representatives  : 

Motion  by  Mr.  Johnson  for  a  return  rela- 
tive to  the  Conference  of  B^q^ters  on 
alteration  of,  agreed  to,  77^ 
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Constitution — continued. 
Excise  Tariff  (Agricultukal  Macbinby)  Act. 
Senate  ■■ 

Constitutionality  of,  oil.,  7547-521  7593i 
7606-7,  7613-3,  7619-30;  suffly.  8993-5 

Queition  by  Senator  E.  J.  Russell  as  to 
amendment  of  Constitation,  if  held  to  be 
tdtra  vires,  7543 

House  of  RefresentoHves: 

ronstitutionalily  of,  ways  and  means,  3996, 
409a;  sufflyj  63aq-3i,  6336-45 

Foreign  Governments,  Combiunication  with. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 
Question  by  Mr.  (*touch   as  to  power  of 
direct  communication  with,  toisi 

INTERPRBTATION  OF. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Questions  to  Ministers  involving,  obs.,  ii8t 
Question  by  Mr.  Reid  as  to  whether  Go- 
vernment had  consulted  law  oCEcers  on 
constitutionality    of    excise  exemptions 
and  Commonwealth  mark,  4300 

[See  RcLiNGs,  Thb*Presm)[wt  and  Mr. 
Speaker.] 

Sicession. 
// ouse  0 f   Refresentatives  : 
Agitation  for,  Budget,  3728,  sgoo,  3010, 

3033.  3036;  "ftHy,  3429-31.  3438-40, 

3535-7 

Senate's  Right  of  Request.      [See  Parma- 
klENT.] 

State  Rights. 
Senate : 

Legal  proceedings  concerning  the  .seizure 
of  wire  netting  by  the.  Government  of 
New  South  Wales,  suffly,  5860,  5875 
Validity  of  steam-diip  subsidy  by  Victoria, 

smffly,  6317,  6310 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Colonel  Neild  as  to  judgment 
of  Full  Court  of  New  South  Wales, 
that  Roods  imported  by  that  State  ire 
not  dutiable,  2406 
Senator  O'T.ochlin    .is  to   steamship  sub- 
sidy bv  Victoria,  5746 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Taxation  of  State  imports,  suffly.  6.191 ; 
ways  and  means,  7400.3,  7433-40 

Questions  by — 

Mr,  Hutchison  as  to  right  of  State  to 
subsidize  vessels  to  carry  its  products 
to  ports  outside  Commonwealth,  ii8t 

Mr.  Watkins  as  to  whether  importation 
of  wire  netting  is  covered  bv  decision 
of  Supreme  Court  of  New  South 
Wales,  3331 

Mr.  ].  Cook  as  to  an  appeal  from  de- 
rision of  Supreme  Court  of  Kew  South 
Wales  00  taxation  of  Stale  imports, 
iiyi  ;  bv  Mr.  Glynn,  3333 


<:-oitsjumio»— continued. 
Waiver  of  SECnoN  of. 
House  of  Refresentatives  : 

Question  by  Mr.  Wilks,  as  to  whctkcr 
'        Prime  Minister  will   waive  section  io 
Constitati<ni   exempting  Commonwetltk 
from  payment  of  municipal  rates,  11795 

DEFHNCE. 

Administration. 
Senate  : 

Efficiency  of,  suffly,  3904-6,  10372-8S 
House  of  Refresentatives: 
Efficiency  of,  suffly,  9997,  10003 

Amuuxitiom. 
Senate : 

Artillery,  tuf^y,  4063 

Cordite,    manufacture    of,    suffly,  j-gij, 
11690,  11693-3 

Defective,  adj.,  4616,  4619 

Tests,  adj.,  4619 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Pearce,  as  to  defective  ammuai- 
tion,  3463;  as  to  cartridge  blanks, 
9237*  970»  '0355 ;  as  to  contracts  for 
cartridges,  9796;  as  to  percussive 
caps,  11986 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Artillery,   suffly,   3603,  j6o8 

C'ordite,  manufacture  of,  suffly,  3737.41 

Damaged,  supply  of,  to  cadets  and  rifle 

i:lubs.  Budget,  2810;  suffly.  3603,  3610. 

3737 

Hake,  Mr.,  Report  by,  m.,  7530 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  fiowdcn  as  to  practice  ammuniiioa 

for  cadets,  3620,  3733 
Mr.  Kelly  as  to  artillery  ammunition, 

<595 

Mr.  Henry  Willis  as  to  damaged  snmu- 
nition,  2235 ;  Mr.  Bowdco,  ijoi, 
34'a*  7  "6 

AUML-.NITION  AND  SMALL  ARMS  FACTORIES. 
Senate: 

Cordite    Factory,   Maribymoog,  suffly, 

11690,  11693-3 
Exoenditure  on,  suffty,  3905 
Lithgow  Factory,  tuffly,  11689.  n*9i-6 
Necessity  for,  suffty,  ^fit^ 
Question  by  Senator  Colonel  Neild  as  to 

establishment  of,  6409 

House  of  Refresentatives  r 

Cordite  Factory,  smffty,  11286 
Expenditure  for,  Bmdgef,   1637;  smffty, 

3613.  3678-83 
Hake,  Mr.,  Report  by,  m.,  7530 
Ministerial  statement,  m.,  71:30 
Necessity    for,    address,    348;  Budget. 

*66i.  3271:  smffty.  3735.  3736 
Policy  of  GvwemtDeaUSMdget.  3110 
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DSFBNCi — continued. 

Ammunition  and  Small  Arms  Factorin — con- 
tinued— 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Crouch  at  to  cordite  and  small  arms 

factories,  3621,  8818,  1133c) 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  remarks  by  Brigadier- 
General  Gordon  on  proposed  arsenal, 
9767 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  cost  of  cordite  and  small 

arms  factories,  9389 
Mr.  Page  as  to  establ isbment  of,  158, 

6355,  6356,  6419:  Mr.  Bowden,  6023, 

6356,  11792J  Mr.  Bamford,  6i^6 

Aaus.    \See  Rinxs.] 

Aktillekt  :  Guns,  &c. 
Senate: 

Field  Artillery,  guns,  suffly.  10376 
Ammunition    waggons     for    field  guns, 

suffly,  4058-62 
House  of  Refresentativts: 

Guns  at  Sydney  Heads,  Budget,  16^7.  2270 

Guns,  purchase  of,  suffly  1614 

Guns,  lights  and  emptacements   for  Tixefl 

defences,  suffly,  3741-48 
Guns,  i8i  pounders,  suffly,  loooi,  10082 
Ammunition  WagEons  and  Field  Artillery 

Guns,  suffly t  3602-11 
Question  by  Mr.  Kelly  as  to  distribution  of 

i8^-pounder  guns,  9479,  10077 

Abtillery  Fokces.    \See  Miutaby  Fokois.] 

Artillery  Ranges. 

House  of  Repestnfaiives: 

Provision  of,  suffly,  3453,  3454.  3455 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Batchelor  as  to  artillery  practice  at 

Naime,  10700 
Mr.  Crouch   as  to  field  artillery  ranges, 
6024 

Mr.  Kelly   as  to  field  artillery  ranges, 
<595 

Bands. 
House  of  Refreieniaiives: 

Pay  of  Bandsmen,  suffly,  10135 
Question  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Catts  as  to  cadet 
bands,  5239 

Bakkacks. 
Senate : 

Fremanile,  suffly,  11696 
Question  by  Senator  Mulcahy  as  to  Bar- 
rack Reserve,  Hobart,  2615 

Cadets.   [See  Militaby  and  Naval  Cadets.] 
Camps. 
Senate  : 

Extension  of  period,  st^fly.  >0379 
Question  by  Senator  W.  Russell    as  to 
camp  at  Naime,  9137 
House  of  Refreseniatives: 
Questions  by — 
Mr.   J.   Cook    as  to  leave    for  tele- 
graphists  to    attend    military  camps, 
10079 

Mr.  Coon   as  to  Easter  camp,  Victoria, 
9581 


Camps — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  pay  of  men  attending 

camps,  9581,  9955 
Mr.  Crouch    as  to  Easter  camp,  Vic- 
toria, 10609,  ^oyZj,  1 1097 
Mr.    Kelly     as   to    transport  delays, 
Kaster  camps,  10484 ;  by  Mr.  Crouch, 
10484 

Mr.    Page    as    to    training    camp  at 

Heidelberg,  7248,  7297 
Sir  John  Quick    as  lo  camp  in  Bendigo 

district,  9193 
Mr.  Salmon   as  to  food  at  cadets'  camp, 

9955 

[See  Training  Grounds.] 
Collins,  Capt.«n. 
Senate  : 

Position     of,     in     Department,  suffly, 
10294-5-6 

Question  bv  Senator  demons    as  lo  ap- 
pointment of,  1814,  1928 

House  of  Refreseniatives: 

Position    of,    in     Department,  suffly, 

9487-9,  10109,  10114 
Salary  of,  suffly,  1811 
Question  by  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  political 

utterances  of,  711 1  ;  by  Mr.  B.  Smitli 

as  to  position  of,  9476 

COUPENSAnON. 
Senate : 

Beuley,  F.  W.,  case  of,  suffly,  11620 
Question  by  Senator  Colontl  Neild  as  to 

Officers      Compensation      Bill,  7753, 

10829,  10919 

House  of  ReftesentaHves: 

Bayly,  Colonel,  case  of,  tuffly,  5790-t, 
5794 

Mitchell  case,  suffly,  5797 
Payment  of,  suffly,  11390 
Question  by  Mr.  Maloney  as  to  compen- 
sation to  Bombardier  Snergold,  9955 

\See  Officers  Coupensation  Bill,  under 
"  Bills."] 

Contrmts. 

Senate  :  ' 

Waggons,  suffly,  3906,  4059 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  contract  for  ammu- 
nition waggons,  424^. 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  cartridge  contract, 

9796 

House  of  Refreseniatives : 

Tenders  : '  British     preference,  tUffly, 

10082 

Questions  bv — 

Mr.  Crouch   as  to  contract  for  stores, 

7116 

Mr.  Mathews  as  to  contract  for  bridles, 

Mr.  Storrer  as  to  contract  for  Ixtots, 
047-',  10607;  by-.  Mr.  Jtweph  Cook, 
0478    Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 
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Ittdex  to  SvigecU. 


Defence — co  ntinued. 
CODNCIL  OP  Defence. 
Hcute  of  Refreientaiives: 
Government  Scheme  of  Defence,  sufply, 
8826 

Question  by  Mr.  Kelly  as  to  opinion  of 
on  Defence  policy  of  Govemmeat. 
8812-3 

COVUITTEB  OF  DbTENCE,  IMPERIAL. 

House  of  Refresentalives  : 
Report  of,  m.,  7526;  suffly,  10116 
Question  by  Mr.  Kelly  aa.  to  reports  con- 
cerning, 588 

Defence,  Coast  and  Harbok. 
House  of  Refresentalives : 
Appropriation  for,  suffly,  11285 
Ministerial  statement,  m.,  7523-6 
Policy  of  Government,  suffty,  3600,  3615, 

3677 

Submarine  minmg,  nfply,  3745 
Question  by  Mr,  Watkins  as  to  g^s  for 

harbor  defence,  9479 
[See  COAST  Defence  Appeopbiatioh  Bill, 

under  "  Bills."] 

Defence,  Naval. 
Senate.- 

Australian  Navy,  Projected,  address,  ijo, 
315,  319,  229.  '35*  389.  479  J  'ffP^' 

Docking  of  Warships,  supply.  6311 
Forces,  distribution  of,  suffly,  1950 
Report  of  Naval  officers,  suffty,  10380, 

10384 
Questions  by- 
Senator  de  Largie  as  to  vessels  suitable 
for  defence  and  mail  services,  2179 
Senator  Millen  as  to  use  of  submarines, 
7754 

Senator  Needham  as  to  construction  of 
torpedo  boaU,  1813,  1927,  447'.  >»30*  : 
by  Senator  Dobson,  2179 

Senator  Needham  as  to  docking  of 
warships,  6191 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  policy  of  Go- 
vernment, 5177,  5367.  5465-6 

Senator   Pearce     as   to    reports  from 
officers  sent  to  England,  5367; 
Senator  de  Larglc,  5466;  by  Senator 
Needham,  9633,  11580 
House  of  Rep'esentaiives : 
Australian  Navy,  Projected,  arfrfrfM,  324; 

Budget,  2940;  suffiy,  3599  i  75'7- 

Bww!^ Australian  Naval,  address,  45*!  *»■» 
7516 

Dep6t,  Sydnev,  adj.,  9039-40 
Depdt,  Willtamitown,  suffty,  10104 
Dockyard,  Commonwealth,  Budget.  3271  j 

expendituie  on,  tuffly.  3598 
Expenditnre   on,   suffly,     10000,  10001, 

11408 

Ministerial  Statement,  «..  7512-26 
Requirements  of  Commonwealth,  suffty, 

TOII5,  tOI31 

Siibmarine-f.  suffly,  3743;  7S'7»  75^4 
Torpedo    Fleet,   address.    191,   220,    235 ; 

stiffly.    17S0-2,   3742,   11286,  ii4o8-itt, 

f».,  7525 


Zimsnar-totainued. 

Defence,  Naval — eontinued. 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts  as  to  shipbuilding 
yards,  10483 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  policy  of  Govers- 
ment,  5237 

Mr.   Kelly    as  to  teodeis   for  vessels, 

1749;  by  Mr.  Johnson,  1750 
Mr.   B.   Smith    as  to  correspondence, 

9686,  9767 

Mr.  Wilks.  as  to  Naval  Depot,  Sydney, 
88,5,  8938  17  3 

Mr.  Wilks  as  lo  offer  of  Knglish  firm 
to  build  vessels,  4308;  by  Mr.  Hughes, 
4308 

Mr.  H.  Willis  as  to  Government  policy, 
44" 

{See   Coast   Defence   Apfroprution  Bill 
under  "  Bills."] 

DsPENCE,  Naval  Agrseuent. 
Senate  : 

Policy  of  Government,  address,  47,  57, 

60,  77.  150*  374.  383;  ftf'y,  iiS'3 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Needham   as  to  policy  of  (k>- 

vernment,  1131,  2514 
Senator  Pulsford    as  to  exchange  on 
payments,  10351 

House  of  Representatives: 

Policy  of  Government,  address,  96.  112, 
169,  173,  rgr,  215,  219,  228,  242,  351. 
450;  Budget,  1636,  2127,  3143,  2270, 
2660,  2695,  aSig,  3940,  3001,  3225,  3228, 
3289,  3340,  3354;  suffly,  1806;  adj.. 
3230;  suffly,  3601,  3002;  Ministenal 
Statement,  m,,  7513-26 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  continuation  of  Aus- 
tralian contribution,  1377 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  views  of  Mr.  Ewing, 
Minister  of  Defence,  13041;  by  Mr. 
Reid,  12041 

Mr.  Mahon  as  to  correspondence,  2998; 
by    Mr.    B.    Smith,   10310,  12041, 

I3200 

Mr.  B.  Smith  as  to  policy  of  Govern- 
ment, 1282,  2689,  3300,  3422,  4309, 
10523;  by  Mr.  Wilks.  1377;  by  Mr. 
Kelly,  1377,  12041;  by  Mr.  Willii, 
1378;  by  Mr.  Johnson,  1378,  7461, 
8S15,  12040,  12041 

Defence  :  Scheme  of— 
Senate : 

Appropriation  for,  suffly,  11623 

Policy  of  Government,  suffly.  5873,  5877, 

63".  7545.  75Sa.  8915,  8923 
Question  by  Senator   Dobsor    as  to  Go- 
vernment   scheme,    5560+  by  Sroator 
Pearce,  5560  Digitized  by  VLjOOglC 
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VKFOiCEi—ccntinued. 
Defence  :  Scheme  of — continued. 
House  of  Representatives  r 

AppropriatioQ  for,  sufflyt  11374,  11^08-18 
Cost  ot,  _suffly,  3608,  ioog6,  10112 
Criticism  of   Goventment   Scheme,  suf- 
fly,  88a6,  882S,  8833,  8846,  8850,  10095 
Militia,    position    of,    under  Government 

policy,  suffly,  9998,  tooq^ 
Policy  of  Government ;  Ministerial  State- 
ment, wi.,  7509-36 
Preparation  of,  sufply,  3605 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  criticisms  of,  8937, 
9009 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  proposed  legislatioDt 
9193 

Mr.  Kelty  as  to  preparation  of  strategic 
scheme,  1087 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  criticisms  invited  from 
members  of  forces  on  Government 
policy,  8812-3,  II 743 ;  bv  Mr.  Rcid, 
8812-3  j  by  Mr.  Mahon,  8813  j  by  Mt. 
Chanter,  8813 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  advice  of  Imperial 
Defence  Committee,  12040 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  circulation  of  Govern- 
ment Bill,  9389 

Mr.  Maloney  as  to  oath  of  fidelity  to 
Australia,  9299 

Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  taxation  for  de- 
fence purposes,  11419 

Dkill  Halls. 
Senate : 

Colab,  suf  fly,  11691 

Expenditure  on,  suffly,  3904,  3933,  11690 
House  of  Refresenlatives: 

Question  by  Sir  John  Quick  as  to  drill 
hall  for  cadets   at  Bendigo,  I1097 

EXPENDITUBE. 

Senate : 

Burden  of,  address,  386 

Details  of,  suffly,  1949,  3803,  3904,  8998 

Special,  suffly,  3799 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Estimated,  under  new  scheme,  M.,  7534 
Increase  of,  Budget,    1633,    1636,  2463, 
3118;   m.,   7534;    suffly,    33*8,  9999, 

lOOOI,    10083,  IOI24 

Loan  Expenditure,  Budget,  2463 

Ministerial  statement,  m.,  7509-36 

Retrenchment,  address,  450* 

Special,  Budget,  3340 

Question  by  Mr.  King  O'Malley  as  to 

taxation  for  defence  purposes,  ti6a8 
[See  also  under  "  DefeN(X,  SCHEME  of." 

and  Coast  Defence  Approfkiation  Bill, 

under  "  Bills.  "J 

Flag. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Australian    flag,    adoption    of,  suffly, 

10119,  lotao. 
Questioos  by — 

Mr.  Atkinson  as  to  Australian  ensign, 
9103 

Mr.  B.  Smith  as  to  deposition  of  Union 
Jack,  10969 


Defknce — continued. 
Fortifications. 
Senate : 

Albany,  suffly,  10379,  '0384 

Thursday  Island,  explosion,  suffly,  11620, 
11696,  12146 

Question  by  Senator  Chataway   as  to  ex- 
plosion at  Thursday  Island,  1167S 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Albany,  suffly,  101 16 

Batteries,  suffly,  3742 

Expenditure  on,  suffly,  3599,  3741-8 

Frcmaatle,  suffly,  3446,  3447,  4043 

Guns  at  Sydney  Heads,  Budget,  1637, 
2270 

Guns,  suffly,  3741,  3744,  3747,  3748 
T.ights,  suffly,  3741 

Port  Jackaon,  suffly,  3446,  3743,  3746 

Townsville,  suffly,  10116 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Bamford  as  to  dynamite  explosion. 
Green  Hill  Fort,  Thursday  Island, 
10750,  11627;  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Catts, 
13040 

Sir  John  Forrest  as  to  Albany  Forts, 
9845 

HOBSES. 
Senate : 

Sickness  of,  South  Australian  encamp- 
ment, suffly,  8995 

Question  by  Senator  W.  Russell  as  to 
sickness  of,  9137 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Supply  of,  suffly,  10117 

HUTTON,  MaJOK-GEHERAU 

Senate: 

Command  of,  suffly,  10372-3,  10383 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Promotion   of   officers,  suf^y,  10097-8, 

loioo-i,  10107 
Scheme  of  Defence,  suffly,  10094-5 

Maps. 
Senate : 

Military,  suffly,  9000 
House  of  Refresentatives: 
Ordnance,  suffly,  3605 

Medical  Corps. 
House  of  Representatives: 
Equipment,  suffly,  3603 
Reserve,  adj.t  7540 

Question  by  Mr.  Salmon  as  to  medical 

reserve,   6968,  10609 

Military  Boakd. 
Senate : 

Amendment  of  rules  by,   suffly,  5860 
Membership  of,  suffly,  5867 
Work  of,  suffly,  10084-0 
House  of  Refretentatives : 
Composition  of,  suffly,  8833 
Functions  of,  suffly,  3605,  3606 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Salmon    as  to  meetings  of,  1977, 

3589;  as  to  membership,  3973,  7458 
Mr.  Kelly  as  to  consullfttKmZf^  Im  Go- 
vernment H^a^^dK^^/SB^^VSgae 
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MiLiTARV  Cadets. 
Senate : 

Cost  of  Syslem,  m.,  5981 
ConlingcDcies,  tuffly, 
Instructors,  Staff  Officers,  sufply,  8914 
Medical  Kxamioatioos,  q.,  3586,  3936 
Traminf;  of,  address,  yjt,  393,  479;  suf- 

fy,  3604.  8997 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Neiid  as  to  rank  and  servicei 
of  staff  officers,  Hbyi,  8866 

Senator  Neild  as  t6  training  and  equip- 
ment, 11219 

Senator  Pcarce  as  to  extension  of  Force 
in  Western  Australia,  3464,  3706 

House  of  Representaiives: 
Knrulmeiit,   Budget,  2S19 
Expcmliture  on.  Budget,  1633 ;  m.,  7^29 
Mraical  examination  of,  sufply,  10083 
Ministerial  statement,  m.,  7539 
Training  uf ,  address,   130,  235 ;  Budget^ 

32-0 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  ritle  practice,  3620, 
3733 

Mr.   Carr    as  to  ciilets  at  Parramatta 

camp,  11792 
Mr.  J.  II.  Catts  as  to  bands,  5239 
Mr.  J.  H.  Catts    as  to  numbers  and 

miniature  ranges,  5329,  6228 
Mr.  Crouch    as  to  instructors,  988 
Mr.   Crouch    as  to  cadets  at  Easter 

camp,  Langwarrin,  11097,  11182 
Mr.   Hall    as  to  Gordon  Club,  New 

South  Wales.  iitSo 

Mr.  Hughes  as  to  Corowa  corps,  5328 

Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  medical  examina- 
tion, 3586,  7248 

Mr.  McWilliams  as  to  cadet  oflScers, 
9090 

Mr.  Page   as  to  and  Battalion,  10S9 
Sir  John  Quick    as  to  drill-room  for 

Bendigo  cadets,  11097 
Mr.  Salmon    as   to    food    at  cadets* 

camp,  9955 
\See  Univorms  akd  Equipment.] 

Military  Comuandants,  State. 

Senate  : 

Inspections  by,  suffly,  10374 
Western  Australian  Commandant,  su^y, 
10380,  10384 

House  of  Representatives: 
Appointments,  supply,    3611,    3612,  36r3, 

100S6 

Queensland  Commandant,  suffly,  torti-a 
New  South  Wales  Commandant,  stiffly, 

10093 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Crouch    as  to  Western  Australian 

Commnndnnt,  11701 
Mr.  Reid   as  to  active  service  of,  2122, 
2996 

[See  RivLE  Clubs.J 


Defence— fffrt/tflMM. 

MlUTARX  FOBCBt. 

Senate  : 

Allotment  of  units,  adj.,  4618 

Conduct     of     militiamen     in  Bristme, 

supply,  10384 
Corps  of  Guides,  suffly,  8998,  9000 
New  South  Wales,  strength,  suffly,  5934 
Western  Australia,  inspection  of  trwps, 

address,  1 5 
Questions  by —  ' 

Senator  Pearce,  as  to  allotment  of  units, 

Senator  Cbataway,  as  to  appomtmcnti, 
447' 

House  of  Representatives : 

Equipment,  supply,   10097,  «>"7 
Intelligence  Corps,  m,,  753a  • 
Mobilization,  supply,  10117 
Organization  of,  address,  450 
Volunteers,  statement  by  Minister  of  Dc 

fence,  supply,  7546 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Crouch   as  to  marriage  regulations 
43" 

Mr.   Crouch    as    to    enlistment,  4748 
7*49 

Mr.  Crouch   as  to  rations,  4927,  5240 
Mr.   Crouch    as    to    medical  namiaa 

tions,  4JIO 
Mr.   Crouch    as  to  guards  of  honour 

9099,  9299,  9686 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  discharge  fees,  0685 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  Military  Staff  clerks 

10789 

Mr.  Watkins    as  to  musketry  return'. 
3734.  397* 

Artillery. 

Senate : 

Training,  suffly.  10376-8 

Western  Australia  batteries,  suffly.  1037; 

House  of  Representatives: 

Chief  of  Ordnance,   suffly,   3611,  3612, 
IQ087 

Foras  at  Thursday  Island,  suffly,  1450. 
10375 

Inspector  of  Ordnance,  suffly,  10104 
Instruction,  Field  Artillery,  suffly,  loiof 
Lang,    Bombardier,   treatment   of,  aij^ 

2343>  2344.  ^5" 
Machinery  '  Section,    ordnance,  suffly. 

10104 

Ministerial  statement,  m.,  7530 
Officers,  suffly,  10090 
Training,  suffly,  10002,  10088,  101 11 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Batchelor  as  to  artillery  practice  at 

Naime,  10700 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  artillery  sergeants,  qSq 
Mr.    Crouch  as  to   Bombardier  Lanf, 

1089,  2313,  2348 
Mr.  Crouch   as  to  pay  of  acting  borLlur- 

diers,  2348 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  armament  artificers, 
3450 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  commanding  oS<^rs. 


JiLhj  J,  m7y  to  June  o,  lOOH. 
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DEt  ENCE — continued. 
Military  Forces — toniiHued. 
Questions  by — 

Hr.  Crouch  ai  to  traiiuDg  of  No.  6  Com- 
pany, R.A.A.,  g686 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  discharge  money  paid 

by  members  of  R.A.A.,  11097 
Mr.  Croudi  as  to  payments  to  R.A.A., 

Victoria,  11793 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  bullying  of  recruits, 

11920;  by  Mr.  Maloney,  11921 
Mr.  Kelly  as  to  ranges  and  ammunition, 
1595 

Mr.  McDougall  as  to  Militia  Garrison 
Artillery,  10464 

Engineers. 
Home  of  Hefresenlatives: 
Equipment,  suffty^  3610 
Officers,  appointment  of,  sufflyt  looSg. 
Question  by  Mr.  Bruce  Smith   as  to  ap- 
pointment of  military  eagineer,  2793, 
2997 

,  Infantry. 

Senate : 

Equipmeat,  supply,  10378 
Officers'  allowances,  suffly,  7545 
St.  George's  Rifles,  Badges,  suffly,  586a 
Question  by  Senator  Guthrie  as  to  officers 
of  loth  Regiment,  S423 

House  of  Refreientatives : 

Bayonets,  suffly,  3§io,  3611,  3735 
Questions  by — 
Mr.   Fairbaim    as  to   short  bayonets, 
484a 

Mr.  McWilliams   as  to  Derweat  Regi. 

meat,  2123 
Sir  John  Quick  as  to  Bendigo  battalion, 

1867 

Mr.  Watkins  as  to  dismissal  of  militia, 
men  connected  with  dispute  at  Adams- 
town  range,  Newcastle,  9581 

Light  Hozse. 

Senate : 

Revolvers  for,  suffly,  3905 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Condobolin  Corps,  suffly,  5799,  10122 
Corps,  new,  formation  of,  suffly^  5799t 

10084, 

Equipment,  suffly,  3603,  3905,  10099 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Harper  as  to  camps,  officers, 
parades,  and  instructional  staff,  6$<)S 

Mr.   Palmer    as  to  Quarter-Master  of 

the  9th  Regiment,  13157 
Sir   John   Quick    as  to   9th  Victorian 

Regiment,  11385,  12156 
Mr,  Salmon  as  to  uew  service  bridle, 

385^ 


EFENCE — continued. 

MltlTARY  FOKCBS,  lN5PECT0R.GENEItAL  OF. 

Senate  ■■ 

Inspection,    St.    Georpe's    Rifles,  suffly, 
5863 

Report  by,  suffly,  10373-81,  10384 
Question  by  Senator  Stewart  as  to  Inspec. 

tor-General's  official  visit  to  Armidale, 

6190 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Functions  of,  suffly^  10087,  10094 
Government    Defence    Scheme,  suffly, 
8834 

Question  by  Mr.  Reid  as  to  active  service 
of,  2122,  :^9q6 

Military  Head-Quarters  Staff  : 
House  of  Refresentatives : 
Question  b^  Mr.  Salmon  as  to  leakage  of 
information  from,  12157 

MiUTAKv  Officers. 
Senate : 

Allowances,  suffly,  7545,  10382 
Cadet  instructors,  suffly,  8914 
Instructional  stalf,  suffly,  10384 
Pay,   suffly,   8913,   8914,    8915,  S996, 
10385-8 

Promotion,  suffly,  5863,  8996-7 
Shortage  of,  suffly,  3905,  8916,  10374, 

10383 

Training  of,  suffly,  11516 

Uniforms,  cost  of,  suffly,  10374,  10380, 

10381 
Questions  by — 

Senaloi  Guthrie  as  to  officers  of  loth 

Infantry  Regiment,  8423 
Senator  Colonel  Neild   as  to  rank  and 
services  of  sta0  officers  commanding 
cadet  corps,  8672,  8866,  10253 
Senator  Colonel  Neild    as  to  case  of 
Major  Dove,  10253-4 

House  of  Refresentatives; 

Allowances  for  quarters,  m.,  9481 
Carrington,  Colonel,  suffly,  10106  ■ 
Cox,  Colonel,  100^,  loioo,  10105,  10108 
D.A.A.G.,  Victona,  suffly^  10125 
Engineers,  Ac,  suffly,  10089 
Exchange  of,  address,  449;    m.,  7531; 
adj..  7540 

Expert  Instructors,  proposed  appomtment 

of,  m.,  7530 
General    officer    commanding,  suggested 

appointment  of,  suffly,  10001 
Harding,  Major,  suffly,  10104-5 
Instruction  abroad,  suffly,  3615 
Lystcr,  Colonel,  suffly,  loiii,  10112 
Ministerial  Statement,  m.,  7530-2 
Names  and  services,  m.,  4087 
Promotions,    suffly,    5785,    5787,  5795, 

10086.90,     10098,     toioo-1-3,  10105-7, 

10124;  m.,  7531;  adj.,  7540 
"Rankers,"  Budget,  2937;  suffly,  10089, 

10 1 03 

Riley,  Colonel,  suffly,  10106 
Routine  work,  sufflyj^-toiog  « 
Shortage  of,  S¥mif\34^^¥^  '0084. 
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Index  to  Suhjects. 


DmNCB — eentinued. 
Uilitary  Officert — toniinued. 

Staff,  and  Government  Defence  Scheme, 

suffiy,  8833 
Training  of,  addrtss,  315,348;  m.^  7530-3; 

suffiy^  10118 
Uniforms    and    equipment,   cost>  ffftyi 

3605 
Questions  by — 
Mr.   Bamford    as  to  employment  of 
alien  servants  by  officers,  11637; 
W.   H.  Irvine,  13156-7;  Mr.  Kelly, 
12156 

Mr.    Bowden     as    to   allowances  for 

quarters,  10077 
Mr.  J.   Cook    as  to  case  of  Colonel 

Cox,  113^ 
Mr.  Crouch   as  to  Sydney  class  of  in- 
■       ttruction,  2133 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  appointments,  4300 
Mr.   Crouch    as   to  cost   of  officers' 

uniforms  and  swords,  10401 
Mr.  Crouch   as  to  examinations  for  in- 
structional staff  commissions,  11793 
Mr.  Hutchison   as  to  conduct  of  Lieut, 

Russell,  1752,  1976;  as  to  conduct  of 

Sergeant  Hanks,  1976 
Mr.  Johnson  as  to  criticisms  by  officers 

in  Parliament,  13043 
Mr.    Kelly     as   to    case   of  Captain 

Croucb,  11733 
Mr.    Mahon    as  to   officers  supplying 

information    to    members   of  Parlia- 
ment, S813 
Mr.    Maloney     as   to   examination  for 

rank   of    major,    Victorian  Scottish 

Regiment,  6332 
Mr.   McWilliams    as  to  cadet  officers, 

9090 

Mr.  Page  as  to  promotions,  974;  Mr.  J. 

Cook,  5600,  6594 

Mr.  Piige  as  to  commands  of  "  un- 
attached "  officers,  10080 

Mr.  Page  as  to  speech  by  Lt. -Colonel 
Onslow,  1 1702;  Mr.  Salmon,  11703 

Mr.  Salmon    as  to  records  of  officers, 

Mr,  Salmon   as  to  reserve,  4518 
Mr.   Salmon     as   to   training  abroad, 
6o3s 

\See  "Compensation."] 

MiLiTJUtir  School  [see  Training,  Military]. 

National  Guard. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Proposed  formation  of,  Ministerial  State- 
ment, m.,  7528-31 

Question  by   Mr.   Kelly  as  to  estimated 
expenditure  for,  8926 

Naval  Agreement    [See  Defence,  Naval.] 

Naval  Cadets. 

Senate  : 

Training  of,  addrets,  479. 

House  0/  Refretentalives: 
Educational  Standard,  Budget,  3370 
Ministerial  Statement,  m.,  7526 
[See  Protkctor,  Gunboat.] 


"Dwmnctr-^otUinued. 

Natal  Forces. 
t 

Senate  : 
Distribution  of,  suffiy^  1950 
Torpedo  Practice,  suffiy,  4062 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Naval  Brigade,  Budget,  3371 
Training    of    Crew's,  Budget^  1633; 

75>7i  "o"8 
Questions  by — 

Mr,  Bruce  Smith   as  to  torpedo  prac- 
tice, 3269,  3431 

Mr.  Mathewi  as  to  retiring  age,  71 16 
Mr,  Watkins   as  to  long  service  medals 
for  Naval  Brigade,  9953,  10462 

[See  Defence,  Naval.] 

NOBTBEUt  TEBSITOBT. 
Senate: 

Defence  of,  suffiy,  143;  address,  190, 
»39i  375.  381 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Defence  of,  Budget,  2939;  suffiy,  3450, 

3609 

Pensions. 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Question  by  Mr,  Kelly  as  to  establish- 
ment  of  pensions  system,  11385 

Protector,  Gunboat. 
Senate : 
Alterations  to,  ^uffly,  4043 
Cadet  Training,  address,  479 
Expenses  connected  with,  suffiy,  12147 
Seaworthiness  of,  address,  390 
House  of  Refresentatives: 
Repairs,  suffiy,  3450 

Regulations,  Rules>  and  Orders. 
Senate : 

Amendment  of,  suffiy,  5860-2 
Number  of,  suffiy,  10381 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Atkinson  as  to  regula- 
tion re  Australian  Ensign,  9192 

Reports. 
Senate : 

Inspector-General's  report,  suffiy,  10373-8, 
10384 

House  of  Representatives: 

Bridges,  Colonel,  Report  on  Swiss  Svs- 
tem  :  Ministerial  Statement,  m.,  752^ 

Gordon,  Brigadier-General,  ReiK)it  on 
ammunition  and  small-arms  factory, 
flrf;-.  743 

Hake,  Mr.,   Report  on  manufacture  of 

explosives,  m.,  7530 
Question  by  Mr.  CroitfcB,.u^tq1^olOBel 

Bridges'  rd^l^i^etid^^^ygilnilitary 

systems,  2347 


July  S,  1907y  to  June  5,  1908. 
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Defence — eentinued. 
Rnu  Clubs. 
Senate  : 
Allowances,  suffly,  7545 
Ammunition   for,   suffly,  1950 
Expenditure  on,  suffly,  1949 
Musketry  Course,  suffly,  10379 
Promotion  ot,  address,  391 
Western  Australian  Clubs,  tuf-fiy^  10380 

Questions  by — 
Senator  Findley   as  to  Berringa  Club, 

2616,  5978 
Senator  Pearce  as  to  friction  with  State 
Commandants,  6o6t,  (£194,  757a 

Houst  of  Refrestntetivei : 

Burraga  Rifle  Corps,  projected,  suffly, 
S799 

Cowra,  suffly,  roi23 

Expenditure  on  Budget,  1633;  m.,  7529; 

suffly,  10113 
Ministerial  Statement,   m.,   7529,  7533 
Promotion  of,  Budget,  3271;  i'uffly^^oyj, 

8850,  IOI23 

Railway  fares,  suffly,  3451,  3453 
Temora,  suffly,  10123 

Questions  by — 

Mr.    Salmon     as    to   supply   of  rifles, 

2991;,  5237;  Mr.  McDougall,  11158 
Mr.  t*oynton    as  to  accommodation  at 

Port  Adelaide  Rifle  Ranges,  9585 
Sir  John  Quick    as  to  registration  of 

West  Shelboume  Club,  8926 
Mr.  Salmoa   as  to  Competitions,  2995 

Rifle  Matches. 
Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Pearce  as  to  tents 
at  Sydney  matches,  5083;  by  Senator 
Walker,  5083,  5283,  6189 

Hause  of  Refreset^ativet : 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Salmon  as  to  Women's  Exhibition 
Rifle  Matches,  6673 

Mr.  Salmon  as  to  Empire  Rifle 
Matches,  11019 

Mr.  Willis  as  to  prize  money,  Single- 
ton Rifle  Matches,  10080 

RiFU  Ranges. 
Senate  : 

Brisbane,  suffly,  4037-43i  it^go 
Burnie,   suffly,  10379 
Chatswooti,  suffly,  3034 
Expenditure  on,  suffly,  11689-90 
Hobart,  suffly,  4044>  »»697 
Ranfiwick,  suffly,  3905 
Singleton,  suffly,  3034 
Williamstown,  suffly,  11690 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Findley  as  to  Berringa  Range, 
7tf4i 

Senator  McColI  as  to  Kerang  Range, 
8424 

Senator  Mulcaby  as  to  Sandy  Bay, 
Hobart,  4142 


Rifle  Ranges — continued. 
House  of  RefresetUatives : 

Brisbane,  suffly.  3449,  3450 
Cairns,  suf^y,  3450 
Elwood,  suffly,  1451 
Extension  of,  tu**ly,  3452,  3456 
Ipswich,  suffly.  3449 
North  Pine,  suffly,  3450 
Parramatta,   suffly,   3450,   3451,  10091, 
1 0102 

Ryde,  10092-3,  10102 
Telephones  for,  suffly,  3449 
Williamstown,  suffly,  3451 
Questions  by — 

Mr.      Bowden       as      to  Flemington 

(N.S.W.)  Range,  io6og,  10653 
Mr.  J.  H.  Catts  as  to  miniature  ranges, 
5329 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook    as'  to  Buffalo  Hill 

Range,  9009,  10701 
Ml.  Johnson    as  to  supply  of  Morris 

tubes,  9478;  Mr.  Hedges,  9478 
Mr.    Mathews     as    to  Williamstown 

Mr.  O'MalTey  as  to  Ulverstone  Range, 
2449 

Mr.  Foynton    ai  to  Adelaide  Ranges, 

9585 

Mr.  Watkins  as  to  repairs  to  Adams- 
town  Range,  10077 

Mr.  Willis  as  to  Singleton  Range, 
10701 

Rifles. 

Senate  : 

Defective,  suffly,  9000 
Supply  of,  suffly,  3905 
Question  by  Senator  Neild    as  to  rifles 
for  cadets,  11219 

House  of  Refresentativet: 

Cadet  rifles  and  spare  parts,  suffly,  3603, 
3610 

Manufacture   of,   suf^y,    3680-a,  3736, 

5789,  5796 
Supply   of.    Ministerial  Statement, 

7Sa9-3<» 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Palmer   as  to  supply  of,  1753 
Mr.   Salmon    as  to  supply   for  Rifle 
Clubs,  2995,  5237;  Mr.  McDougall, 
11158 

Mr.  B.  Smith   as  to  supply  of,  9478 
Mr.  Watkins  as  to  re-boriug  of,  9479 
Mr.  Willis  as  to  rifles  for  cadets,  6674,, 
11920 

SrCNALLING. 
Senate  : 

Stations,  suffly,  3934 
House  of  RefretenlatUtes: 

Stations,  suffly,  3604 

Staff,  Iupekial  General. 
Senate: 

Proposed  formation  of,  address,  10 

House  of  RefTesenlatives^~^^^^^p 

Proposed  formatibn  of /^ai/wo 
Officers,  Appointment  to,  m.,  7532 


cl 


Index  to  Svi^ecU. 


Dvit»CMt— continued. 
Stokes. 

House  of  Rfpresentalivci : 
Director  of,  suffiy.  iSii.  10109 
[See  CONTOACTS.] 

Thi'rsdav  Island.  [See  Miutaw  Forces  ;  also 

■'  FOBTinCATIOWS."] 

Training  Grounds. 
Heuse  of  Refresrntatives: 
Bacchus  Marsh,  suffty,  3453 
Langwarrin,  supply,  3432 
Monaro,  supply,  3610 
Nepean  Feoinsular,   supply,   345a,  3453, 
3454 

Training,  MiuTARy. 
Senate  .■ 

Co.npiilso'yt  address,  374,  393 
Netc^isity  for,  address,  11 
Question  by  Senator  Pearce  as  to  Military 
school,  Melbourne  University.  4143 

House  of  Representatives: 
Ministerial  Statement,  01.,  7538 
Necessity    for,   m.,   laSa,   3336;  Budget, 

2<537.  3939  _  _ 

Question  by  Mr.  Page  as  to  training  camp 
at  Heidelberg  7248,  7297 

Transport. 
Senate : 

Waggons,  breakdown  of,  ebs.,  7843-6 
Question  by  Senator  Sayers  as  to  break- 
down of  transport  waggons,  7704 ;  by 
Senator  Neild,  7704,  7752 

House  of  Representatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Kelly  as  to  delays  in 
connexion  wilh  Kaster  camps,  10484 ;  by 
Mr.  Crouch,  10484 

I^NIFORUS  AND  EQOIPHENT. 

Senate  : 

Badges,  supply,  5862 

BootSt  supply  of,  supply,  5861,  587^ 

Contracts,     Western     Australia,  supply, 

10380,  10384 
Gre.it  Coats,  siijuilv  of,  supply,  t,S6a 
Infantry,  equipment,  supply,  10378 
Light    Horse,    equipment,    supply,  3603, 

3905,  loogq 
Military  Forces,  equipment,  supply,  10007, 

loi  17 

OITirrTs'  imiforms,  expensivencss  of,  sup- 

fly.  10374,  10380-1 
Ke^ul.itiuns  as  to  militury  clutliing,  m.,3.a,y\ 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Croft   ;is  lo  supply  of  belts  and 

other  leather  equipment,  CJ042 
Senator  <le  Largie    as  to  sweating  con- 
ditions in  manufacture  of  uniforms, 
5850,  6295 
Senator  Mcdreyiii  as  lo  i  ndct  uniforms, 
2IC1:  ScivH'ir  Neecllnm,  ii(8o 


continued. 
Uniforms  and  Equipment — continued. 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Needham  as  to  military  saddles, 
logao 

Senator  Neild  ai  to  supply  of  mililaiy 
boots,  9734,  9893  3 

Senator  Neild  as  to  cadet  uniforms  aad 
equipment,  iiaig 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  contracts  for  uni- 
forms, 333 ;  Senator  Lynch,  3.^4 ;  Sena- 
tor Needham,  9706,  11303 

House  of  Representatives: 

Engineers'  equipment,  supply,  3610 

Medical  Corps,  equipment,  supply,  3601 

Nation:il  Guard,  projected,  suggested  oni- 
form  of,  m.,  7539 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  J.  Cook  as  to  supply  of  boots,  (urS 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  cost  of  officers'  uni 
forms  and  swords,  10401 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  Australian  uniloint! 
used  at  Knglisb  military  toumamrat. 
11056 

Mr.  Fairbaim  as  to  equipment  <>f 
mounted  cadets,  9090 

Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  cadet  uniforms,  2\. 
193 

Mr.  Maloney  as  to  badge  of  iilb  Light 
Horse,  883 ;  as  to  uoiformb  and  eqnij  - 
racot  of  senior  cadets,  11793 

Mr.  McWiUiams  as  to  cadet  bead  co>er- 
iags,  1 01 30 

Mr.  Salmon  as  to  new  service  bridle. 
3852 

VmSANS. 

Houit  of  Representatives: 

Questions  by — 

Sir  John  Forrest  as>  to  provision  fuf 
veterans  of  wars,  6593,  9092,  ti-tu. 
11920,  13040;  Mr.  Maloney.  6^03;  Ui. 
Hutchison,  12040 

Sir  John  Forrest  a«  to  treatmrni  ol 
wounded  South  African  soldiers.  117*11 

VimNTEERS.    [Sfe  MiMTABv  Fnnnss.} 

Works  and  Btni.DlMOS. 
Senate  : 

Store,  Darling  Island,  supply,  39^ 

Question  bv  Senator  Mulcahv  as  10  ihr 
Barrack  Reserve,  Hobart.  2i&i; 

House  of  Refresenlatives : 

Hoal  Harbor,  Swan  Island,  supply,  _H4« 
Kxpenditurc,  Details,  supply,  12191 
I.aunce-tlon  Ma^.T/ine,  tufflv,  HCn 
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Adjournment,  m.,  587,  3963 

AdjoununcQt,  special,  7790 

Austialiaa  Industries  Prewrvation  BilU  aL, 
4914;  com.,  proposed  new  section  15A 
(buideo  of  proof),  amdt.,  to  leave  out 
words  that  the  assessments  of  the  prosecu. 
tor  shall  be  deemed  to  be  proved  in 
absence  of  proof  to  contrary,  4923;  thai 
proposed  new  section  be  agreed  to,  49Mi 
proposed  new  section  15*  (power  to  re- 
quire persons  to  answer  questions  and  pro- 
duc^  documents),  amdt.,  to  insert  words 
enabling  application  to  be  made  to  a 
Judge  for  leave  to  examine  persons,  5046; 
amdt.,  to  insert  apply  ex  farte  to  a 
Juage  in  chambers  for  leave  to  examine," 
5106 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  fom.,  clause  100 
(protest  when  notary  not  accessible),  amdt.^ 
to  leave  out  "  and  the  services  of  a 
notary  cannot  be  obtained,"  761,  3418 ; 
clause  7  (itamp  duty),.  thM  sub-clause  a 
stand  as  printed,  1973 ;  clause  8i  (protec- 
'  tion  of  banker),  2209 ;  new  clause  7A 
(validity  of  unstamped  bills),  2297;  new 
clause  8tA  (post-dated  cheques),  2299 

Bounties  Bill,  aB.,  amdf,,  that  a  system  of 
agricultural  education  should  t>e  estab- 
lished, 27^5 ;  com.,  clause  9  (regulations) 
on  paragraph  A.,  2863;  on  paragraph  c, 
3864;  on  paragraph  D.,  2864;  that  progress 
be  reported,  2962 ;  (New  Zealand  flax), 3158 ; 
(flax  and  hemp),'3'58;  (jute),  3267;  (mo- 
hair), 3394;  (copra),  34o«;;  (rice),  request 
to  increase  the  bounty,  3487 ;  that  the  item 
be  agreed  to,  3480:  (rubber),  3S77;  (coffee), 
37*2,  3725;  tobacco  leaf,  to  leave  out 
words  "quality  to  be  prescribed,"  4262; 
on  item  tobacco  leaf,  4262;  (fish),  4276; 
m.,  to  recommit.  4840;  recom.  (copraj, 
4840;  (coEfee),  48^1,  4896:  (tobacco  leaf), 
4908 ;  eons,  amdts.  (copra),  641a ;  [to* 
bacco  leaf),  64r3 

Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  sr.,  878;  com., 
clause  a  (taxation),  amdt.,  to  insert  "  be- 
fore and"  before  "after,"  1045;  amdt., 
to  leave  out  word  "allowances,"  1054 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 

'  2lt.,  m.,  that  the  debate  be  adjouroed, 
547* 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  com.,  new  clause 
4a  (exclusion  of  counsel  or  solicitor), 
amdt..  to  leave  out  word  "or,"  5128;  to 
insert  the  word  "agent,"  5128 

Excise  Tariff  Bill,  com.,  (schedule)  glucose, 
request  to  make  the  duty  00  confectionery 
containing,  2d.  per  pound,  10040 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  com.. 
clause  15  (age  of  women  pensioners), 
amdt.,  to  insert  "upon  the  passing  of  a 
joint  address  by  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament," r2.327 

Judiciary  Bill,  2it.,  that  the  debate  be  ad- 
joumed,  861 ;  that  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time,  878;  com.,  clause  3  (matter 
in  which  jurisdiction  of  High  Court  is 
exclusive),  that  the  clause  stand  as  printed, 
942 ;  new  clause,  7A  (special  leave  to  ap- 
peui).  954 


Divisions — eoittinued. 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  2R.,  amdt.,  that  the  Bill  should  be 
withdrawn^  pending  agreement  with  South 
Australia,  1364 ;  that  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time,  1376;  com.,  clause  3  (survey), 
amdt.,  to  require  the  formal  consent  ot 
tbe  South  Australian  Parliament,  1502 ; 
amdt.,  to  requiie  an  additional  Act  for 
further  expenditure,  1513 ;  3k.,  1704 
Linotype  operators,  m.,  5406 
Ixmdon  Offices,  on  proposed  vote  for,  408.1 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Hill,  3K.,  init; 
torn.,  clause  i  (title),  amdt.,  to  make  the 
Bill  come  into  operation  ttixty  days  after 
the  meeting  of  the  next  Parliament,  an?; 
3R.,  3194 

Parliamentiiry    I':i[)ers   Rill,    2R,,  r2i30 
Privilege  :  Select  Committee  on  Procedure, 

m.,  10013,  10260 
Promotions    in    Customs    Department,  m., 

that  a  paper  be  printed,  r37 
Public   Service,   List   of   Officers,   that  a 

paper  be  printed,  8228 
Quarantine  Bill,  com.,  clause  13  (prohibi- 
tion of  removal  of  animals,  plants,  or 
goods  from  any  State  or  part  of  the 
Commonwealth),  amdt.,  to  add  proviso 
that  prohibition  should  not  extend  to  re- 
moval from  one  part  of  a  State  to  any 
other  part  of  same  State,  5493;  clause  59 
(liability  of  owners),  amdt.,  to  make 
owners  liable  for  one-half  cost  in  case  of 
passengers,  and-  whole  cost  in  case  of 
crew,  6088;  on  the  clause,  6088,  clause  75 
(vaccination),  amdt.,  to  exempt  persons 
having  conscientious  objections,  6235 
Senate  :  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod,  supply, 

request  to  reduce  salary  by  /^i,  10290 
Supply  BiinNo.  2),  com.,  clause  3  (appro- 
priation), request  to  reduce  amount  by 
one-third,  1947 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  aR.,  ir903;  com., 
clause  r  (commencement),  amdt.,  to  make 
Bill  come  into  operation  on  rst  July, 
1908,  trgoy;  clause  4  (trust  accounts), 
amdt.,  to  insert  "  after  ist  July,  190S," 
11909 

Transport  Waggons,  breakdown  of,  m.,  that 
a  paper  be  printed,  7846 

Tariff,  com.,  item  r2,  wine,  sparkling,  request 
to  make  the  duty  24s.  per  gallon,  7628;  to 
make  tbe  duty  20s.  per  gallon,  7631  ;  to 
make  the  duty  15s.  per  gallon,  7631;  item 

18,  tobacco  manufactured,  n.e.i.,  to  make 
the  duty  3s.  3d.  per  pound,  7045;  item 

19,  tobacco,  unmanufactured,  but  entered 
to  be  locally  manufactured  into  tobacco 
or  cigarettes,  unstemmed,  to  make  the 
duty  IS.  9d.  per  pound,  7649 ;  item  22, 
cigar  tobacco,  unmanufactured,  to  make 
the  duty  3S.  per  pound,  7651 ;  item  33A. 
homed  cattle,  to  leave  out  the  item,  "655 ; 
item  33B,  sheep,  to  leave  out  the  item, 
7656 ;  item  33C,  pigs,  to  leave  out  the  item, 
7657  ;  item  33D,  horses,  to  leave  out  the  item, 
7658 ;  item  34,  sago  and  tapioca,  to  make 
the  item  free,  7666;  item  35,  biscuits,  to 
make  the  item  free,  7680;  to  make  the 
duty  id.  per  pound,  7684;  item  36,  laun- 
dry blue,  to  make  the-jlutv  id,  per  pound, 
7695;  to  ig^ggj^^ut^  iid  per  pound, 
7695;  to  make  th*  duty  lid.  per  po"-'" 
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(United  Kingdom),  7697;  item  39,  but- 
ler and  cheese,  to  make  the  item  fiee, 
7709 ;  item  40A,  candles,  paraSine  wax, 
to  make  the  duty ,  (General  TarttI),  ij^d. 
per  pound,  7709;  item  4a,  stearine, 
paramae  wax,  ftc,  to  make  the  duty  ^d. 
per  pound,  7730;  item  45A,  confectionery 
D.e.i.,  to  make  the  duty  ad.  per  pound 
(General  Tariff),  7740;  to  make  the  duty 
aid.  per  pound,  7741;  to  make  the  duty 
2d.  per  pound  (United  Kingdom),  7745; 
to  make  the  duty  3d.  per  pound  (United 
Kingdom),  7746;  item  4SF,  cocoa  butter, 
to  make  the  duty  i^d.  per  pound  (General 
Tariff),  7747;  item  46c,  liquorice,  to  make 
the  duty  ad.  per  pound,  7757;  to  insert 
words  "  except  for  medicinal  purposes," 
7761 ;  item  47,  coffee,  to  make  the  item 
free,  7780;  item  47B,  coffee  and  chicory, 
to  make  the  duty  sd.  per  pound,  7782 ;  item 

53,  fish,  to  insert  words  "  smoked  or  pre- 
served by  cold  process,"  7808;  item  53C, 
fresh  New  Zealand  blue  cod,  7808;  item 

54,  fruits,  dried,  that  the  item  be  post- 
poned, 7838;  item  54A,  currants,  to  make 
the  duty  ad.  per  pound,  9948;  item  54B, 
dates,  to  make  the  duty  2d.  per  pound, 
9949;  item  56,  fruit,  citrus,  to  make  the 
duty  id.  per  pound,  7831 ;  item  57,  ginger, 
that  the  item  be  free,  7833;  item  58,  peel, 
preserved,  to  make  the  duty  ad.  per 
pound,  7835:  item  59,  bananas,  to  make 
the  item  free,  787a ;  item  60,  vege- 
tables, n.e.i.,  to  make  the  duty  is. 
per  cental,  7873 ;  item  61,  vegetables, 
dried,  to  make  the  item  free,  7879;  to 
make  the  duty  15  per  cent.,  7880;  to  make 
the  duty  rs  per  cent.  (United  Kingdom), 
7S80;  item  61A,  herbs,  dried,  to  make  the 
duty  4d.  per  pound,  7883 ;  to  make 
the  duty  4d.  per  pound  (United  King- 
dom), 7883;  item  6a,  onions,  to  make  the 
item  free,  7888 ;  item  63,  potatoes,  to 
make  the  item  free,  7888;  item  65c,  corn- 
flower, to  make  the  goods  free,  7906 ; 
to  make  the  duty  id.  per  pound,  79^4; 
to  make  the  duty  id.  per  pound,  7914; 
to  make  the  duty  (United  Kingdom)",  id. 
per  pound,  7918;  item  65CC,  oatmeal,  that 
the  goods  be  free,  7920;  that  the  duty 
be  2s.  per  cental,  79W ;  item  67,  haj  and 
chaff,  to  make  the  duty  is.  per  'cwt., 
7944  i  item  68,  straw,  to  make  the  item 
free,  7944 ;  item  69,  honey,  jams,  &c., 
to  make  the  duty  lid.  per  pound,  7945; 
to  leave  out  the  preferential  duty,  7946; 
lo  make  the  duty  (United  Kingdom]^,  id. 
per  pound,  7947 ;  item  70,  bops,  to  make 
the  duty  (United  Kingdom),  4d.  per 
pound,  7947 ;  to  make  the  duty  (United 
Kingdom),  jd.  per  pound,  7949;  item  75, 
arrowroot,  to  make  the  item  free,  7950; 
to  make  the  duty  id.  per  pound,  7955 ; 
item  76,  macaroni,  to  make  the  item  free, 
7956 ;  item  77,  malt,  to  make  the  duty 
(United  Kingdom),  5s.  per  cental,  7956; 
item  78.  malt  extract,  to  make  the  item 
free,  7960 ;  to  make  the  duty  (United 
Kingdom),  id.  per  pound,  7960 ;  item 
79A,  matches  and  vestas,  to  make  the  item 
free,  797a ;  to  make  the  duly  6d.  per 
gross  boxes,  7998;  to  make  the  duty  is. 
6d.  per  gross,  7999 ;  to  make  the  duty 
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(United  Kingdom),  is.  per  gross,  8008 ; 
to  make  the  duty  (United  Kingdom),  9d. 
per    gross,   8008;    item    8oa,    fresh  or 
smoked  meats,  to  make  the  duty  id.  per 
pound,   8011 ;   item   80B,  potted  or  con- 
centrated meats,  to  make  the  gooda  free, 
8013}  to  make  the  duty    so   per  cent., 
8013;  to  make  the  duty  (United  King- 
dom), 20  per  cent.,  8013;  item  So^.  meat 
preserved     by     cold     process,    to  insert 
"poultry  and  game,"  8018;   item  83*1, 
milk,  preserved,  sweetened,  to  make  the 
duly  i^d.  per  pound,  8025;  to  make  the 
duty  (United  Kingdom),  id.  per  pound, 
8025;   item  84,   mustard  seetl,   that  tbr 
goods  be    free,  8030 ;   item   85,  mustard, 
that  the  goods  be   free,  8031 ;   to  make 
the  duty  ad.   per  pound,  8031 ;  lo  make 
the  duty  (United  Kingdotn)^  ad.  per  lb., 
S031 ;  item  88,  oilmen's  stores,  to  make 
the  goods  free,  8045;  to  make  the  doty 
I  c;   per   cent.,   8046 ;   item   88a,  invalids* 
diabetic    food,    to    leave    out    the  word 
"  diabetic,"    8058;    to    leave    out  the 
words   "not   manufactured    in  the  Com- 
monwealth," 8062  :  item  qiB,  isin(;la&s,  to 
make  the  duty  (United  Kingdom)  10  per 
cent.,  S065 ;  item  93B.  curry,  to  make  the 
duty  35  per  cent.,  8066;  to  make  the  duty 
30  per  cent.,  8066;  to  make  the  duty 
(United  Kingdom)  20  per  cent.,  8066;  item 
94A,  rice,  uncleaned,  to  make  the  goods 
free,  8082 ;  to  make  the  duty  is.  6d.  per 
cental,  8085;  to  make  the  duty  as.  4d.  per 
cental,  8086;  item  94c,  rice,  n.e.i.,  to  make 
the  duty  48.  3d.  per  cental,  8088;  item  95, 
salt,  to  make  the  duty  (United  Kingdom) 
10  per  cent.,  8088;  item  96B,  salt,  n.e.i., 
to  make  the  duty  12s.  6d.  per  ton,  8095; 
item  looA,  toilet  soap,  to  make  the  duty 
(United    Kingdom),    20    per    cent,  or 
^d.  per  pound,  8097;  item  lOoB,  sOap,  n.e.i., 
to  make  the  duty  20  per  cent.,  11098;  tc 
make  the  duty  (United  Kingdom!,  fo  per 
cent.,  8098;  Item  ioia,  spices,  unground, 
to  make  the  goods  free,  8098;  item  loiB, 
spices,  ground,  to  make  the  duty  2d.  per 
pound,  8099;  item  104B,  potato  flour,  to 
make  the  duty  ^d.  per  pound,  8102 ;  item 
104B,  tapio«  flour,  to  make  the  duty 
per    poimd,   8103 ;    item    105A,    tea,  in 
packets,  to  make  the  goods  free,  8fi4; 
to  reduce  size  of  packets  from  ao  pounds 
to  5  pounds,  8116;  to  make  the  duty 
per  pound,  81 16;  item  123A,  piece  goMS, 
woollen  or  containing  wool,  to  leave  out 
words,  "  and   rubbered  waterproof  cloth 
of  any  material,"  8ia6;  to  make  the  duty 
30  per  cent.,  8134;  to  make  the  duty  35 
per  cent.,  8149;  to  make  the  duty  (United 
Kingdom).  20  per  cent.,  8149;  item  133B, 
piece  goods,  woollen  or  containing  wool, 
to  insert  words,  "  not  containing  silk  or 
having    silk   worked    thereon,"    8164 :  to 
leave  out  the  words  "women's  and  child- 
ren's dress  goods,"  8170;  lo  leave  out  ; 
ounces  and  substitute  6^  onnces,  S17S;  to 
make  the  dutv  10  per  cent..  8181;  itrat 
123D,  piece  goods,  velvets,  fie,  to  make 
the  Roods  free,  8187:  item  t2%z,  cotton, 
linen,  and  other  piece  goods,  ftc,  to  make 
the   ^oods   free,  S188 ;    item    laiG,  rub- 
bered waterproof  cloth,  to  make  the  duty 
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30  per  cent.,  8194;  item  106*  apparel  and 
attire,  woollen  or  silk,  to  make  the  duty 
25  per  cent.,  8208;  to  make  the  duty  35 
per  ccDt.,  8209 ;  item  to6B,  corsets,  to 
make  the  goods  free,  8210;  to  make  the 
duty  15  per  cent.,  8310;  to  make  the  duty 
((Jnited  Kingdom)  10  per  cent.,  S211; 
item  107,  apparel  and  attire,  n.e.).,toiiiake 
the  duty  30  per  cent.,  8213 ;  to  make  the 
duty  40  per  cent.,  8216;  to  make  the 
duty  (United  Kingdom)  35  per  cent., 
8216 ;  item  1 10,  feathers,  to  make  the 
duty  25  per  cent.,  8217;  item  112,  bags  and 
sacks,  to  make  the  duty  (United  King- 
dom) 10  per  cent.,  8217 ;  item  114, 
blankets,  flannels,  &c.,  to  insert  after 
"flannels"  "whether  plain,  fancy,  or 
printed,"  8233;  to  make  the  duty  20  per 
cent.,  8238 ;  to  make  the  duty  32 j  per 
cent.,  8249;  to  make  the  dut^  30  per  cent., 
8253;  to  make  the  duty  (United  Kingdom) 
25  per  cent.,  8260;  item  115,  carpets,  &c.,to 
make  floor  cloths  free,  8272 ;  to  make  the 
item  free,  8273 ;  to  make  the  duty  10  per 
cent.,  8375;  item  116,  coir  mats,  to  make 
the  duty  15  per  cent.,  8277;  item  117, 
cosies,  cushions,  &c.,  to  insert  after 
"quilts,"  "sewn  and  padded,"  8280;  to 
leave  out  "  table  covers "  and  "  counter- 
panes," 8283;  to  make  the  duty  15  per 
cent.,  8286;  to  make  the  duty  17^  per 
cent.,  8387;  item  118,  curtains  and  blindt, 
to  make  the  goods  free,  8289;  item  119A, 
furs,  being  apparel  and  attire,  to  make 
the  duty  25  per  cent.,  8291;  item  119B, 
fur  and  other  skins,  n.e.i.,  to  make  the 
duty  10  per  cent.  (United  Kingdom), 
8293;  item  119C,  batters*  fur,  to  make  the 
duty  ^United  Kingdom),  10  per  cent.,  8392 ; 
item  120A,  gloves,  to  amend  the  item  by 
leavinjg  out  "men's  gloves  of  all  kinds  and 
materials,"  and  inserting  "  gloves,  being 
harv^ting,  driving,  housemaids*,  and  gar- 
dening,"  8295 ;  to  make  the  goods  free, 
8295;  item  102B,  gloves,  n.e.i.,  to  make  the 
goods  free,  8297 ;  item  laiA.  wool  felt 
hats,  to  mkke  the  duty  on  an  ad  valorem 
basis,  8319;  to  make  the  duty  iss.  per 
dps.,  8319;  to  make  the  duty  16s.  per 
dos.,  or  35  per  cent.,  whichever  rate  re- 
turns the  higher  duty,  8319*30;  item  laiB^ 
fur  felt  hats,  to  make  the  duty  251.  per 
doz.,  or  35  oer  cent.,  8320;  item  122, 
parasols,  sunshades,  and  umbrellas,  to 
make  the  duty  20  per  cent.  (United  King- 
dom), 8336 ;  item  134,  waddings  and  cotton 
wool,  to  insert  after  wool,  "n.e.i.,"  8331; 
to  make  the  duty  20  per  cent.,  8333 ;  item 
133,  socks  and  stockings  of  all  kinds,  to 
leave  out  the  words  "of  all  kinds,"  8338; 
to  make  the  duty  on  socks  and  stockiogs, 
woollen,  or  containing  wool,  20  per  cent., 
8338;  item  133A,  tents,  tarpaulins,  sails, 
and  flags,  to  make  the  duty  (United 
Kingdom)  to  per  cent.,  8347 ;  item 
133B,  flags  and  banners,  to  make  the 
duly  (United  Kingdom)  tc  per  cent., 
8347;  item  136,  artificial  plants,  flowers, 
&c.,  to  make  the  duty  25  per  cent.,  8353 ; 
item  137,  wigs,  &c.,  to  change  the  form 
of  the  item  81^4 ;  item  230,  blacking, 
Ac,  to  make  the  duty  35  per  cent.,  8367; 
to  make  the  duty  30  per  .cent.,  8368;  to 
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make  the  duty  35  per  cent.,  S368;  item 
231,  graphite  or  plumbago,  to  make  the 
goods  free,  8373;  to  make  the  duty  5  per 
cent.,  8373;  to  make  the  duty  lopercent., 
8374 ;  to  make  the  duty  15  per  cent., 
8374;  item  232,  bronzing  and  metal 
powders,  to  make  the  goods  free,  8376; 
Item  333A,  greases,  to  leave  out  the  words 
"  in  packages  not  exceeding  4  pounds  in 
weight,"  8383 ;  to  make  the  goods  free. 
8385;  item  234A,  oils,  quarter  pints  and 
smaller  sizes,  to  make  the  duty  qd.  per 
doz.,  8388;  item  234(1),  oils,  castor,  linseed, 
colza,  to  make  the  duty  is,  per  (gallon, 
8389 ;  item  234JJ,  oils,  lubricatinc 
mineral,  to  make  the  duties,  on  issue  of 
proclamation  (General  Tariff),  4d.  (United 
Kingdom),  33  per  gallon,  8414;  item  334K, 
oils,  mineral,  to  make  the  duty  3d.  per 
gallon,  8417;  to  make  the  duty  3d.  per 
gallon,  8417 ;  item  334L,  solar  and  residual 
oils,  to  insert  the  word  "  crude  '*  be- 
fore the  word  "  residual,"  8440 ;  to 
make  the  duty  id.  per  gallon,  8444 ; 
item  236A,  paints  and  colours,  ground  in 
liquid,  to  make  the  duty  48.  6d, 
per  cwt,,  8452 ;  to  make  the  duty 
(United  Kingdom),  4s.  per  cwt.,  84^^ ; 
item  336B,  paints  and  colours,  pre- 
pared for  use,  to  make  the  duty  6s.  9d. 
per  cwt.,  8456;  to  make  the  duty  63.  per 
cwt,  (United  Kingidom),  8457;  item  2360, 
colours,  dry,  to  make  the  duty  3s.  3d.  per 
cwt.  or  20  per  cent.,  whichever  rate  returns 
the  higher  duty,  8461 ;  to  make  the  duty 
2s.  6d.  per  cwt.  (United  Kingdom),  8469; 
item  336E,  dry  white  lead>  to  midce  the 
duty  38.  3d.  per  cwt.,  8470;  to  make  the 
duty  (United  Kingdom},  2s.  per  cwt., 
8471 ;  item  336G,  barytes,  to  make  the 
duty  as.  per  cwt.,  8473 ;  item  338,  liquid 
removers  of  paint,  to  make  the  goods  free, 
8473;  item  S39,  blacks,  &c.,  to  leave  out 
the  wordi  "ultramarine  blue,"  8476;  to 
make  the  item  free,  8478;  item  247^  Are 
and  glazed  bricks,  &c.,  to  make  the  duty 
20  per  cent.,  2481;  item  253B,  tumblers, 
globes,  &c.,  to  make  the  duty  (General 
Tariff),  35  per  cent.  (United  Kingdom), 
35  per  cent.,  8493;  item  260,  bottles,  on  a 
request  to  leave  out  the  word  "filled" 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  containing 
goods  not  subject  to  ad  val.  duty,"  amdt., 
to  leave  out  "ad  val.,"  8498;  item 
260C,  bottles  over  10  ounces,  to  make  the 
duty  pet  dozen,  i^.,  8500;  item  360*. 
bottles  over  60  ounces  fluid  capacity 
(General  Tariff),  25  per  cent.  (United 
Kingdom)  20  per  cent.,  amdt.,  to  leave 
out  "35"  and  insert  "15,"  and  to  leave 
out  "20"  and  insert  "10,"  8501;  to  in- 
sert "  20 "  and  "  15,"   8502 ;   item  a6iA, 

flue,  to  make  the  duty  2d.  per  pound, 
514;  to  make  the  duty  jd.  per  pound, 
8516;  to  make  the  duty  id.  per  pound, 
8516;  to  make  the  duty  i^d.  per  j.ound, 
8516;  to  make  the  duty  (United  Kingdom), 
id.  per  lb.,  8516 ;  item  262,  printing 
roller  composition,  to  make  the  duty 
25  per  cent.,  8527 ;  to  make  the  duty 
30  per  cent.,  8527 ;  to  make  the 
duty    (United    Kingdom),   35    per  cent.. 
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S537 ;    item    264,    slate    slabs,    &c.,  to 
iDfike   Ibe  duty    (United    Kingdom),  10 
per  cent.,  8528;   item  268.\,  marble,  un- 
wrought,   to  make  the  item   free,  8546; 
item   26^8,   stoiie   and   marble,    stabs  or 
scantlings,    to  make  the  item  free,  8^48; 
to  make  the  duty  10  per  cent.,  S548;  item 
268CC,  to  make  slabs  over  4   feet  by  2 
feet   square,    free,    S550;    item    268c,  to 
make  the  duty  (United  Kingdom),  15  per 
cent.,  8550;  item  268U,  stone  and  marble, 
wrought,  D.e.i.,  to  make  the  duly  40  per 
cent.,    8551 ;    to   make   the    duty    35  per 
ct-m..   835^;    to   make   the   duly  [United 
KinK<lom),     ao    per    cent.,    8553;  item 
140A,     iron,     plate     and     sheet,  corru- 
gated,   galvanized,    to    make    the  duty 
15s.  per  too,  8567;  to  make  the  duly  20s. 
per  ton,  8567 ;  to  make  the  duty  25s.  per 
ton,   8567 ;    to   make    the    duty  (United 
Kingdom),    15s.    per     ton,     8567 ;  item 
141  A,  oil  lamps,  &c.,  to  make  the  duty 
20  per  cent.,  8570;  item  141C,    lamp  and 
gas  stoves,   to   make    the    duty  (United 
Kingdom),    10  per  cent.,  ,8570;   to  make 
the  duty  (tTnited  Kingdom),  15  per  cent., 
8570 ;  item  143,  ^eet  lead  and  lead  pip- 
ing, to  make  the  duly  (United  Kingdom), 
15s.  per  ton,  85^ ;    item   144,  mangles, 
Sec,  to  make  the  duty  15  per  cent.,  8574: 
item   145,  agricultural,  horticultural,  and 
viticultural    machinery     and  implements, 
Q.e.i.,  to  make  the  item   free,  8576;  to 
make  the  duty  10  per  cent.,  8577;  item 
152A,  agricultural  machinery,  &c.,  to  make 
the  item  free,  8588;  item  152B,  to  insert 
the  words,  "  sheep  bearing  machines,  not 
including  the  flexible  shafting  or  any  part 
above  it,"  8598 ;  item  153,  cutlery,  n.e.i., 
to  make  the  item  free,  8598;  to  make  the 
duty   10   per  cent.,  8599 ;    to    make  the 
duty,   15  per  cent.,  S599;    to  make  the 
duty  (United  Kingdom)  10  per  cent.,  8599; 
item  156A,  horseshoe  nails,  to  make  the 
duty   5s.   per  cwt.,   8603;  to  oiake  the 
duty  C^.  per  cwt.,  8606;  to  moke  the  duty 
7s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  8606;  to  make  the  duty 
(Untied    Kingdom),   6s.    per    cwt.,   8607 ; 
item    156B,   brads,   picture  rails,  &c. ,  to 
make  the  duty  3s.  per  cwt.,86it;  to  make 
the   duty   4s.    per   cwt.,   86ia;    to  make 
the  duty  (United  Kingdom),  4s.  per  cwt., 
8612;  item  157,  tanks,  to  make  the  duty 
for  every  100  gallons  capacity,  3s.}  8619; 
item  158,  weighing  macbines^  Ac,  to  make 
the  item   free,  8624 ;    to  make  the  dufy 
10  per  cent.,  8624;  to  make  the  duty  15 
per  cent.,  8624;  to  make  the  duty  (United 
Kingdom),   15  per  cent,,  8624;   item  159, 
adding  and  computing  machines,  &c., to  make 
the  item  free,  8625 ;    item  160A,  motive 
power  machinery,  to  insert   the  words, 
"hot-air  engines."  8629-,   to  insert  the 
words,  "high-speed  reciprocating  engines, 
coupled  with  generators  or  dynamo  electric 
machines,"  8644  \  to  insert  words,  "  to  be 
used   in   industrial  enterprises,"   8652 ;  to 
insert   words,    "to   be    used    in  mines," 
86<;2 ;  lo  insert  the  words,  "  water  tube 
boilers,"  8656;  item  160B,  motive  power 
machinery,   to  make  the   t'uty   isj  per 
cent.,  8mo;    to  make  die  duty  15  per 
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cent.,  8660;  to  make  the  duty  (United 
Kingdom),  15  per  cent.,  8661 ;  item  i6t, 
locomotives,  traction  and  portable  engiaea, 
to  insert  words  to  make  the  duty  operate 
on  issue  of  proclamnlion,  86b2 ;  lo  make 
the  duty  12^  per  cent.,  8663;  to  make  the 
duty    15   per   cent..   8664;    to    make  the 
duty     (United    Kingdom),    15    per  cenL, 
8665;  item  162A,  engines,  n.e.i.,  to  make 
the  item  free,  8671 ;  item  162BB,  fans  for 
mines,  tff  make  the  item  free,  8693;  to 
make   the  duty   on   fans   for   mines  and 
factories,     5     per    cent.,     8695 ;  item 
162B,  machines  and  machinery,  n.e.i.,  to 
make  the  duty    12J  per  cent.,  8695;  to 
make  the  duty  15  per  cent.,  8696;  10  make 
the  duty  20  per  cent.,  8696;  item  165AA, 
machinery  and  parts  used  in  manufacture 
of  fibrous  materials,  lo  make  the  item 
free,   8719 ;   item    165A,    machines,  n.e,i., 
to  make  the  duty  10  per  cent.,  8719;  to 
make  the  duty  (United  Kingdom),  10  per 
cent.j  8720;  item  169,  mixed  metal  ware 
and  plated  ware,  n.e.i.,  to  make  the  doty 
20  per  cent.,   8723 ;    to   make   Ihe  duty 
(United    Kingdom),    15   per   cent.,  8723; 
item  r7oA,  manufactures  of  metal,  n.e.i., 
to  make  the  duty  20  per  cent.,  874a;  to 
make   the   duly   30   per   cent.,    87516;  to 
make  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom 
free,    8756;    to     make     the     duty  00 
Ihem     I     per    cent,,     8757 ;     to  make 
the  duty  {United  Kingdom),  2  per  cent., 
8757 ;    to  make  the  duty   (United  King- 
dom),   25    per   cent.,    87(61;    item  iToB, 
articles  made  entirely  of  alamiaiam,  for 
household  use,  to  make  the    item  free, 
8762}  item  171,  saws,  n.e.!.,  to  make  the 
item  free,  8703;  item  173,  type,  to  make 
the  duty  10  per   cent.,  8772;    to  make 
the  duty  15  per  cent.,  8772;  to  make  the 
duty   (United  Kingdom).   1 1,    per  cent. 
8773 ;  item  174,  fire  estinguishers.  to  make 
the  item   free,  8775 ;  to  make   the  doty 
10  per   cent.,   8775 ;    to   make   the  duty 
(United    Kingdom),    10  per    cent.,  8776: 
to  make  the  duty  (United  Kingdom),  15 
per  cent.,  8776;  item  175A,  screws  with 
nuts,  to  make  the    duty    15   per  cent.. 
8780;    to   make   the   duty    20   per   cent  , 
8780;    to  make  the  duty   (T^nilcd  King- 
dom),   10   per   cent.,   8780;    item  1760. 
rotary  and  percussive  rock  drills,  lo  make 
the  duty  5  per  cent.,  8795;  item  t;6l. 
coal-cutting  machines,  to  make  the  item 
free,  8^97 ;    item    177A,   dynamo  electric 
machines,  up  to  capacity  of   500  horse- 
power,   to    leave   out    "  500,"    8S03 ;  to 
insert  instead  of  "  ^oo."  the  figure  "  i," 
8808 ;    to    insert    "  10,"   8S10 ;    to  make 
the  item  free,  8810;  to  make  the  dn^ 
10   per   cent.,   8810;   to   make   the  dotv 
(United  Kingdom),   15  per  cent.,  8S11; 
item  1778,  dynamo  electric  machines,  over 
capacity  of  <;oo  horsr-power,  to  make  the 
item    free,   8811;    item    177C,  regulatinn 
apparatus  for  electrical  purposes,  lo  make 
the  item  free,  8870 ;  item   i77l>.  electric 
apparatus  and  fittings,  lo  make  Ihe  ilea 
free,  8S71 ;    item   177X,  electric  heatia{ 
and  cooking  appliances,  to  make  the  itos 
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ceot.,  8885;  item  177F,  electric  fittings, 
not  coDtainiog  metal,  to  leave  out  the 
words,  "  to  oc  dutiable  according  to  ma- 
terial," 8887;  item  178A,  electroliers, 
gasiiliers,  &c.,  to  make  the  duty  30  per 
cent.,  9045!  to  make  the  duty  per 
cent,  9045;  to  make  the  duty  23^  per 
cent.,  9049;  item  178B,  ga;  meters,  to 
make  the  duty  25  per  cent.,  9051 ;  to 
make  the  duty  (United  Kiugdom)  20  per 
cent.,  9051  ;  item  178BB,  incandescent  fila- 
ment and  vapour  lamps,  to  make  the  item 
free,  9050;  item  17888,  telephones,  switch 
boards  and  appliances,  to  make  the  item 
free,  9061 }  item  1780,  electrical  and  gas 
appliances,  n.e.i.,  to  make  the  duty  17^ 
per  cent.,  9062;  item  180,  rails,  to  make 
rails  free,  9071 ;  to  make  the  duty  la^ 
per  cent,,  9072 ;  to  make  the  duty  ao 
per  cent.,  9073;  item  181,  iron  pipes, 
to  make  the  duty  45a.  per  ton, 
9085;  to  make  the  duty  (United  Kii^- 
dom),  35s.  per  ton,  9086;  item  186,  wire 
netting,  to  make  the  item  free,  9168;  item 
189,  plates,  sheets,  pipes  and  tubes  of 
any  metal,  to  make  the  duty  10  per  cent., 
9170 ;  item  190,  alimony,  to  make  the 
duty  10  per  cent.,  9173;  item  217,  stan- 
dards, &c.,  to  make  the  duty  17^  per 
cent.,  9183;  item  273A,  vinegar,  to  make 
the  duty  4d.  per  gallon,  9338;  item  275, 
carbonate,  anhydrous,  muriate,  &c.,  to 
make  muriate  of  ammonia  free,  9241 ; 
to  make  the  duty  on  muriate  of  am- 
monia, 5  per  cent.,  9245;  to  make  the 
duty  on  the  item  10  per  cent.,  9247 ; 
item  276,  carbonic  acid  gas,  to  make 
the  item  free,  0256 ;  to  make  the 
duty  per  lb.  i^d.,  9256;  item  277, 
carbide  of  calcium,  to  insert  new 
paragraph  making  duty  operative  on 
issue  of  proclamation,  9367 ;  to  make  the 
duty  10  per  cent.,  9269;  item  278A, 
salicylic  acid,  &c.,  to  make  the  doty  20 
per  cent.,  9271;  to  make  the  duty  15 
per  cent.,  9271;  item  378B,  saccharin,  to 
make  the  duty  155.  per  pound,  9373 ; 
to  make  the  duty  (United  Kingdom),  20s. 
per  pound,  9373 ;  to  leave  out  words, 
**  saponaceous  mixture  -of  creosote," 
9374;  item  281,  naphthaline,  to  make  the 
duty  (United  Kingdom),  20  per  cent., 
9375 ;  item  2848,  insecticides  and  disin- 
fectants, to  make  the  duties  (General 
Tariff),  35  per  cent.,  (United  Kingdom), 
per  cent.,  0293;  item  292,  medicines, 
to  make  the  duty  ro  per  cent.,  9294 ; 
to  make  the  item  free,  9294;  to  make 
the  duty  (United  Kingdom),  5  per  cent., 
9295 ;  to  make  the  duty  (United  King- 
dom),  10  per  cent.,  ozo<;:  item  295, 
perfumery,  to  make  the  duty  as  per 
cent.,  9295  J  to  make  the  dutv  (United 
Kingdom),  20  per  cent.,  9291:; ;  item 
2958,  petroleum  jelly,  to  insert  "  in 
packages  containing  not  le<s  than  3  cwt., 
free,"  9206;  item  200.  furniture,  n.e.i., 
to  make  the  duty  (ITnited  Kingdom),  30 
per  cent.,  o^B2 ;  item  300c,  chitirs,  of 
wicker,  bamboo  or  cane,  to  make  the 
dnties  (General  Tariff),  7s.  6d.  or  45  per 
cent.  (United  Kingdom),  6s.   9d.,  or  40 
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per  cent.,  9387 ;  item  303A,  timber,  un- 
dressed, to  make  the  item  free,  9454 ; 
to  make  the  duty  is.  per  100  super, 
feet,  9461 ;  item  303B,  New  Zealand  pine, 
to  make  the  duty  is.  per  too  feet,  9465 ; 
item  303B1,  to  iii»>ert  new  paragraph  re 
timber  nndressed  and  New  Ze.iland  pine, 
imposing  duties,  '*as  soon  as  it  is  certified 
to  Parliament  by  the  Minister,  that 
similar  timber  fitted  fur  the  requirements 
of  local  industries  can  be  produced  in 
the  Commonwealth  in  sufficient  t|uanlit)es," 
9467  ;  item  303D,  timber  in  sizes  less  than 
7  in.  X  3^  in.,  to .  insert  new  paragraph 
Di,  imposing  dutv  of  rs.  per  100  feet 
on  timber  in  sizes  less  than  7  ft.  6  in. 
by  10  in.  by  2^  in.  fur  door  stocks,  ^470; 
to  make  the  duty  on  item  30301.  is,  6d. 
per  100  feet,  1)47  { ;  to  make  the  duty 
2s.,  9473 ;  item  303N,  prepared  hubs,  to 
leave  out  words,  "  not  of  elm,"  (>';47 ; 
item  303T,  picture  and  rocm  mouldings, 
to  make  the  duty  ao  per  cent.,  q553  ; 
item  303C,  br^oro  stocks,  to  make  '  the 
item  free,  9555 ;  item  303Y,  elm  hubs,  to 
make  the  duty  is.  each,  9555;  item  303, 
to  insert  new  definition  of  "  superficial 
foot,"  9563 ;  to  insert  new  definition  of 
"  superficial  face,"  9563 ;  item  304, 
wicker,  bamboo,  and  cane,  to  make  the 
duty  45  per  cent.,  9570 ;  to  make  the 
duty  30  per  cent.,  957r ;  item  305,  basket- 
ware,  to  make  the  duty  45  per  cent., 
9571 ;  to  make  the  duty  (United  King- 
dom), 30  per  cent,  9572;  item  306,  wood, 
all  articles  made  of,  to  make  wood  type 
and  printers*  wood  rules  free,  9575 ;  to 
make  the  duty  on  wood  type  15  per 
cent.,  0576;  to  insert  words,  "also  boxes 
containing  cigars,"  9578;  to  insert  words, 
"  wood  rules  for  school  use,  free,"  9580 ; 
item  309,  tool  handles,  unattached,  to 
insert  aftei  "  unattached,"  the  words, 
"including  adze  and  axe  handles,"  9638; 
to  make  the  duty  30  per  cent.,  9638; 
item  310,  adze,  axe,  scythe  and  bent- 
wood  handles,  insert  words,  "  axe 
handles,  free,"  9639;  item  311,  doors  of 
wood,  to  make  the  duty  on  doors,  sizes  ij 
inches  and  over,  each  3s.  6d,,  9640;  item 
312,  photograph  frames,  &c.,  to  make 
the  duty  20  per  cent.,  9641 ;  item  315, 
buggy  shafts,  to -make  the  duty  3s,  6d. 
per  pair,  9641;  item  316,  shafts,  n.e.i., 
to  make  the  duty  15  per  cent.,  9643 ; 
item  321,  shaft  bars,  to  make  the  duty 
35  per  cent.,  9643;  item  322,  casks,  &c., 
n.e.i.,  to  insert  the  words  "  full  or." 
9644 ;  item  323,  hogsheads,  to  make  the 
duty  12s.  each,  9648;  to  make  the  duty 
5s.  each,  9648 ;  item  325,  buckets  and 
tubs,  to  make  buckets  free,  9650;  ilrm 
326,  fancy  goods,  to  make  the  item  free. 
9650;  to  make  the  duty  10  per  cent., 
9651  ;  to  make  the  duty  25  per  cent., 
9652 ;  to  make  the  duty  20  per  cent, 
9653;  item  343,  si>cctacle  cases,  to  make 
Uie  dutv  (United  Kingdom),  10  per  cent, 
9658;  item  144,  spectacles  and  spectacle 
frames  and  glasses  /or  spectacles,  to 
make  the  '\Xti»\^m^\j^fi^O^Gi^,  boots 
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and  shoes,  to  make  the  duty  30  per  cent., 
9663;  to  make  the  dutv  on  infants*  sizes 
IS   per  cent.,   9663;    item  347,  slipper 
forms,   to   leave  out    the  words,   "  and 
stuff,"  9664 ;  to  make  the  item  free,  9665 ; 
item   348,   boots,   rubber,   to    make  the 
item  free,  9665;  item,  349,  rubber  and 
other  hose,  to  make  the  duty  15  per  cent., 
9670 ;    item   350,   rubber,  manufactures, 
n.e.i.,     to     insert    new     paragraph  B, 
"  surgical    bantlages,    elastic  stockings," 
&c.,  free,  9671;  to  leave  out  the  word 
"tyres,"    ^74;    item    3<;3B,  leather,  to 
make  .the  item  free,  9676 ;  to  make  the 
duty   15   per  cent.,  9677;  to  make  the 
duty  ad.  per  square  foot,  9678;  to  make 
the   duty   {United    Kingdom),   ijd.  per 
square    foot,    9678 ;    item    356A,  paper, 
manufactures  of,  to  make  the  di^fy  4d. 
per  pound,  9681 ;  to  make  the  duty  6d. 
per  pound,  or  ?c    per  cent.,  968a;  to 
make  the  duty  (United  Kingdomt,  4^d. 
per  pound,  or  30  per  cent.,  9682;  item 
356AI,  specimen  illustrations  and  prospec- 
tuses, &c.,  to  make  the  item  free,  9683 ; 
item  356c,  Australian  directories,  Ac,  to 
make   the    duty    (United    Kingdom),  per 
pound  6d.,  9744;  item  3561,  cartridge  and 
blotting  paper,  to  make  the  item  free, 
9746;  item  356K,  to  make  the  duty  is.  per 
cwt.,  9^56;  to  make  the  duty  2s.  per  cwt., 
9757;  Item  356M,  to  leave  out  the  words, 
"cardboard,  pasteboard,"  9759;  I0  make 
the  duties  on  cardboard  and  pasteboard,  30 
per  cent,  and  15  per  cent.,  9762;  item 
356n,  millboard,  &c.,  to  make  the  item 
free,   976a;    item   356Q,   gummed  paper, 
to  make  the  duty  20  per   cent.,  9798; 
item  3S6**t  writing  and    typing  paper, 
to    make    the   item    free,   9800;  item 
357Ba,    matrices    for    stereotyping  pur- 
poses,  to    make    the    duty,   for  every 
square   inch   over   la   inches,    id.,   9S03 ; 
item  361,  ceramic  transfers  for  pottery, 
to  make  the  item  free,  9806;  item 
globes,  geographical,  to  make  the  Item 
free,  9814;   item  37a,  bicycles,  to  make 
the  duty  ass.  or  30  per  cent.,  "which- 
ever rate  returns  U>e  higher  duty,"  9821 ; 
item  380A,   vehicles,   to  make  the  duty 
on   Boston  chaises,  dog-carts,  &c.,  each 
£6    las.,  9839;    item  380B,  buggies,  to 
make  the  duty  each  £g  i8s.,  9830;  item 
384A,   pianos,   grand,   to   make   the  duty 
25   per   cent.,   9S41 ;    to   make   the  duty 
(United  Kingdom),  20  percent.,  9481;  item 
384B,  pianos,  upright,  to  make  the  duty  35 
Dcr  cent.,  9898;  to  make  the  duty  (United 
Kingdom),  ao  per  cent.,  9899;  item  391, 
fillers,  to  make  the  item  free,  9901 ;  item 
3928,  oars  and  sculls,  to  make  the  item 
free,  990a;  item  395B,  brushes,  to  make  the 
ltem_    free,    9903 ;    item    3q7,  manures, 
to    insert   new   paragraph  a,  superphos- 
phates,   per   ton    (General    Tariff),  io3. 
United  Kingdom),  s*-.  9916;  to  make  the 
dunes  (General  Tariff),  s»-  (United  King- 
dom), free,  991;;  item  399,  fishing  nets, 
&c.,    to    leave   out    words    "and  lines," 
9<>i8;  to  make  the  item  free,  9919;  item 
I  400,  yarn,  to  make  the  item  free,  9931; 

I  Item  400E,  yam,  n.e.i.,  to  make  the  item 


Divisions— f0fi/jntt^({, 

free,  9933;   item  408A,   small  corks,  to 
make  the  duty  is.  per  pound,  9926;  item 
409A,  explosives,  cartridges,  to  make  the 
item  free,  9937;  item  409c,  fuse,  to  make 
the  duty  per  coil,  id.,  9930;  item  410, 
lantern  slides,  &c.,  to  insert  the  words 
"stereoscopic  views,"  9935;  to  make  the 
duty  as  PO*  cent.,  9936;  item  437,  surgical 
appliances,  to  make  the  item  free,  9940; 
item  443,  surgical  and  dental  and  veteri- 
nary instruments,  to  leave  out  the  words 
"operating  tables,"  9943;  item  445,  goods 
which  have  been  passed  by  the  Custoni 
and  subsequent!^  sent  out  of  the  Common- 
wealth for  repairs,  to  leave  out  the  words 
"  upon  payment  of  duty  on  the  dutiable 
value  only  of  any  repairs  or  additions  to 
the  goods,"  and  insert  the  word  "  free," 
9945 ;    item   447,   blankets   for  priatiog 
machines,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  when 
imported  with  the  machines  of  which  they 
form   a  necessary   working    part,"  ftc, 
*     9947;    that    the    Bill    be  recommitted, 
10050,  10051;    m.,  to  suspend  Standing 
Orders  to  enable  a  message  from  House 
of  Representatives  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration without  the  Bill  being  returned 
to  the  Senate,  10841;  cons,  met.,  lieta  aiA, 
tobacco,    unstemmed,    10843  i    Hcta  aiB, 
10843  *  item  36,  blue,   10845  '*     i^em  43, 
stcarine,  paraffine  wax,  &c.,  10854,  10855; 
item  67,  hay  and  chaff,  10867 ;  item  85, 
mustard,    loSyo;    item    105,    tea,  10933; 
item   133B,  piece  goods,  woollen,   10934 ; 
item  115,  carpels,  10926;  item  118,  cur- 
tains and  blinds,  10926;  item  120A,  men's 
gloves,  10937;    item  i3oB,  gloves,  n.e.i., 
10934  >  item  143,  sheet  lead,  10936;  item 
153,  cutlery,   10937;    item  163A,  pulley 
blocks,  &c.,  10940;  item  176P,  rock-boring 
machines,    10942 ;    item    177A,  electrical 
machines,  10946 ;  item   17811,  gas  meters, 
109*50,    1 1 598,    1 1688 ;     item    180,  steel 
sleepers,  10958;  item  205,  locks,  109^0: 
item  217,  standards,  steel  fencing,  ftc, 
10960;    ite.-n    23411,   oils,    11226;  item 
334IJ1    oils,   lubricating,    mineral,  11229; 
item    234,    0,    kerosene,    1 1 234 ;  item 
a6iA,    glue,    11336 ;     item     261C,  gela- 
tine, 11236;  item  36a,  printing  roller  com- 
position,   11236;    item    268,    stone  and 
marble,      11237;     item     275,  ammonia. 
11338;  item  284,  insecticide,  11241;  item 
303A,  timber,  11253;  item  303B.  New  Zea- 
land   pine.    11354,    11600;    item  3030, 
timber,  undressed.  11255;  item  rot  {At6nt- 
tion  of  "superficial  foot").  11308,  11309. 
11607;  item  356c,  Australian  directories. 
&c.,  1 1314:  item  417,  works  of  art  <staiaed 
glass  windows),   11319,   11607;   item  427. 
surgical   appliances  n.e.i.,   11320;   «.,  to 
recommit  items        and  1^4,  11687 

Tc^ceo  Pombine,  m.,  for  appointment  of 
Select  Committee,  306? 

Transport  Waggons,  breakdown  of,  iw.,  that 
a  paper  be  printed,  7846 
Flouse  of  Repretentativei: 

Australian  Industries  Presetvation  Bill, 
torn.,  clause  4  {15A.)  (burden  of  proof), 
amdt.,  to  insert  the  words  "prim4  faeit 
evidence  of  the  stal^enla^^^dnUined 
therein,"  9«3  P'3tla«*feyp[13PSlWerio 
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require  persons  to  answer  questions), 
amdt.,  to  leave  out  by  writing  under  his 
band  require,"  and  insert  "  by  summoos 
or  affidavit  apply  to  the  Judge  .  .  . 
such  Court  beiap  invested  with  Federal 
jurisdiction,"  9237 ;  amdt.,  to  insert  pro* 
vjso  that  any  person  believed  by  Comp- 
trol  ler-General  to  be  a  party  to  the 
offence  shall  be  compelled  to  answer  in- 
leriogatories  and  make  discovery  of  docu- 
ments, 9233;  amdt.  to  leave  out  "Fifty 
pounds"  and  insert  "one  month's  im- 
prisonment," 9335;  m.s.o.,  9481 

Bounties  Bill,  e<?m.,  clause  a  (appropriution), 
that  the  clause  stand  as  printed,  1022 ; 
schedule,  amdt.,  to  substitute  "1908"  for 
"1907,"  1067;  amdt.,  to  leave  out  the 
words  "cotton  ginned,"  1083;  amdt.,  to 
leave  out  "  mohair,"  1 104 ;  on  item 
"olives,"  1129;  to  leave  out  item 
"coffee,"  1217;  on  item  "tobacco,"  1230; 
ccns.  amdts.,  copta,  6404,  6440 

Business,  Government,  Precedence  of,  2806 

Chairman  of  Committees,  m.,  317 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 
m.,  to  suspend  Standing  Orders,  6389 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  com. 
(qualifications  for  pension),  amdt.,  to  in- 
sert words  "except  as  prescribed,"  11973 

Judiciary  Bill,  28.,  that  the  debate  be 
adjourned,  3759;  that  resumption  of  de- 
bate be  an  order  of  the  day  **  for  this  day 
at  a  later  hour,"  3774 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  647;  cam.,  clause  2  (survey), 
amdt.,  to  secure  undertaking  from  States, 
740;  on  Senate's  amendment  requiring  as* 
sent  of  South  Australian  Parliament,  2025 

Londob  Offices,  suffly,  to  provide  that  terms 
and  conditions  of  any  contract  be  submit- 
ted to  Parliament,  3676 ;  on  proposed  vote. 


Ifaii  Contract,  European,  Agreement  with 
Orient  Company,  amdt.,  re  Common- 
wealth ownership  of  fleet,  6498;  re  reduc- 
tion of  period  from  ten  years  to  seven, 
6499;  re  inclusion  of  provisions  as  to 
freight  for  frozen  meat  and  fruit,  6501 ; 
re  docking  of  ships  in  Australia,  6503; 
re  omission  of  proviso  as  to  vessels  calling 
at  Hobart,  6502  j  re  payment  of  extra  sub- 
sidy by  Queensland,  6502;  that  the  mo- 
tion be  agreed  to,  6503 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2R., 
amdt.,  to  make  provision  for  nationaliza- 
tion of  iron  industry,  6278;  that  the  Bill 
be  read  a  second  time,  6279 

Old-age  Pensions,  suffly,  amdt.,  to  insert 
in  motion,  words  expressing  opinion  that 
funds  be  provided  by  direct  taxation  on 
unimproved  ralue  of  land,  9351 ;  amdt., 
providing  that  Government  should  "take 
steps  towards  giving "  effect  to  will  of 
people,  9351 

Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  «„  amdt., 
to  provide  that  additional  allowance 
should  not  be  paid  until  after  next  general 
election,  1923 ;  affirming  expediency  of 
making  appropriation  for  purposes  of 
Bill,  1933 ;  com.,  clause  3  (allowance), 
amdt.,  to  reduce  ;f6oo  to  ^£500,  1992 
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Petition  re  the  Tariff,  that  the  petition  be 
received,  3410 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department,  suf^y, 
amdt.,  to  reduce  salary  of  Secretary  by 
^i,  10250;  suffly,  amdt.,  expressing 
opinion  that  a  Koyal  Commission  should 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  and  report 
upon  the  postal,  telegraphic,  and  tele- 
poonic  systems — that  the  debate  be  ad- 
journed, 10451,  10460 

Quarantine  Bill,  com.,  clause  4  (definition), 
amdt.,  to  insert  "  into  the  Common- 
wealth," 1534;  clause  9  (officers),  amdt., 
to  insure  appointment  of  legally-qualified 
medical  and  veterinary  officers,  1547 ; 
clause  75  (persons  may  be  vaccinated),  on 
clause  as  amended,  1741 ;  clause  53  (im- 
ported animals),  amdt.,  to  insert  "  who 
shall  be  a  qualified  veterinary  surgeon," 
1764:  cans,  amdts.,  clause  45  (quarantine 
surveillance),  to  add  new  sub-clause,  8959 

Su^^  Bill,  No.  2,  m.,  to  reduce  amount. 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2B.,  it86i 
Tariff,  cam..  Tobacco,  manufactured,  4302; 
tobacco,  hand-made,  4305 ;  to  secure 
priority  of  consideration  for  item  34, 
4361 ;  that  all  items  down  to  item  186  be 
pobtponed,  4361 ;  that'  wire  netting  be 
free,  4523;  wire  netting  (General  Tariff), 
5  per  cent.  (United  Kingdom),  free,  ^$77; 
wire  netting  (General  Tariff),  5  per  cent. 
(United  Kingdom),  5  per  cent.,  4578  j  wire 
netting  (General  Tariff),  10  per  cent. 
(United  Kingdom),  5  per  cent.,  4579;  that 
certain  items  be  pustponed,  4627 ;  cane 
sugar,  4763 ;  invert  sugar,  invert  sjjrug, 
and  priming  sugar,  4764 ;  horses,  4771 ; 
animals,  living,  except  horses,  4773;  blue, 
proposed  duty,  id.  per  lb.,  4787 ;  blue, 
proposed  duty,  i^d.  per  lb.,  4793;  item 
40,  candles,  proposed  duty,  id.  per  lb., 
4954;  candles,  proposed  duty,  i^d. 
per  lb.,  4954J  candles,  proposed  duty 
(United  Kingdom),  id.,  5133;  candles,  pro- 
posed duty  (United  Kingdom),  i^d.,  5134; 
item  42,  stearinc,  paraffine  wax,  &c.,  pro- 
posed duty,  ^d.  per  lb.,  5159;  item  45A, 
confectionery  n.e.i.,  propoMd  duty,  2d. 
per  lb.,  5236;  confectionery  n.e.i.,  proposed 
duty,  2^d.  per  lb.,  5254 ;  confectionery 
n.e.i.,  pro|>osed  duty,  3d.  per  lb.,  5355; 
confectionery  n.e.i.,  proposed  duty  (United 
Kingdom),  2d.  per  lb.,  ^255 ;  item  45c, 
cocoa  and  chocolate,  proposed  duty,  r|d. 
per  lb.,  5258;  item  47B,  coffee  roasted  or 
ground,  &c.,  proposed  duty,  5d.  per  lb., 
5364;  item  j3A,  fish,  fresh,  smoked,  dried, 
or  preserved,  proposed  duty,  id.  per  lb., 
5273 ;  proposed  duty  (United  Kingdom), 
20  per  cent.,  5373 ;  item  53c,  fish,  pre- 
served, in  tins,  that  the  goods  be  free, 
5277;  proposed  duty,  id.  per  lb.,  5277; 
item  54A,  currants,  proposed  duty,  2d.  per 
lb.,  5383 ;  item  ^40,  dates,  that  the  goods 
be  free,  5330;  item  66c,  comSower,  pro- 
posed duly,  id.  per  lb.,  5355;  proposed 
duty,  id.  per  lb.,  ^356 ;  proposed  duty, 
i^d.  per  lb,,  s^s^;  cornflower,  pro- 
posed duty  (United  Kingdom),  1  ;,J. 
per  lb.,  5357;  item  65,  hay  and  » . -lil, 
amendment  ^.j.|^gI^^(JhR^e^l^ee  until 
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3»t  October,  1908,  5441,  imtil  ist  May, 
1908,  5443,  after  31st  October,  1907,  5443 ; 
item  81B,  meats,  potted,  proposed  duty, 
so  per  cent.,  5455;  meats,  potted  (United 
Kiogdom),  20  per  cent-,  5455 ;  item  83, 
sausage  casiogs,  that  the  goods  be  free, 
5461 ;  item  105A,  tea,  in  packets,  that  the 
goods  be  free,  5464;  item  84A,  milk,  pre- 
served, proposed  duty,  ijd.  per  lb.,  551S; 
item  S9,  oilmen's  sloies,  proposed  duty, 
15  per  cent.,  552^ ;  item  89A,  infants' 
food,  to  insert  words  "  and  invalids," 
5525 ;  item  94A,  rice,  uoclcaned,  that  the 
goods  be  free,  5533;  proposed  duty,  as. 
per  cental,  5533;  item  94c,  rice  n.e.i., 
proposed  duty,  4s,  per  cental,  5534;  pro- 
posed duty,  5s.  per  cental,  5534;  item 
96B,  salt,  n.e.i.,  proposed  duly,  12s.  6d. 
per  ton,  5543;  item  100,  soap,  proposed 
duty  (United  Kingdom],  20  per  cent,  or 
3^d.  per  lb.,  "whichever  rale  returns  the 
higher  duty,"  5546 ;  excise  duty,  starch, 
made  from  rice,  to  add  the  words  "  or 
other  materials  imported,"  5554 ;  item 
106,  apparel  and  attire,  woollen  or  silk, 
proposed  duty,  25  per  cent.,  5624 ;  pro- 
posed duty,  30  per  cent.,  5624;  proposed 
(loty'  35  V"  cent.,  5626;  proposed  duty, 
per  cent.,  5627 ;  proposed  duty  (United 
Kingdom),  30  per  cent.,  5627 ;  Item  lojr, 
apparel  and  attire,  of  any  material,  n.e.i., 
proposed  duty,  25  per  cent.,  5631;  proposed 
duty,  30  per  cent..  ^631 ;  item  108,  articles, 
n.e.i.,  proposed  duty,  35  per  cent.,  5634; 
item  1 10,  feathers,  dressed,  proposed  duty, 
25  per  cent.,  5638;  item  114,  bags  and  sacks, 
amdt.t  to  omit  words  "  and  salt,  gypsum, 
and  manure  bags,"  5647,  5737;  item  115, 
blankets,  proposed  duty,  25  per  cent., 
5729;  proposed  duty  [Unfted  Kingdom), 
20  per  cent.,  57^0:  item  itS,  cosies  and 
cushions,  and  the  like  articles,  emdt., 
to  insert  "  eiderdown "  before  "quilts," 
5742;  amdi.,  to  insert  after  "quilts," 
ue  words  "  other  than  cotton  or  linen,*' 
5743;  proposed  duty,  20  per  cent.,  5744; 
item  124A,  piece  goods,  amdi.,  to  add 
rubbered  waterproof  cloth  to  item,  5809; 
item  124A,  piece  goods,  wooHen  or  con- 
taining wool,  n.e.i-,  proposed  duty,  20 
per  cent.,  5837;  proposed  duty,  25  per 
cent.,  5837;  item  134A1,  piece  goods,  viz., 
women  s  and  children's  dress  goods,  pro- 
posed duties  (General  Tarifl),  30  per  cent. 
(United  Kingdom),  15  per  cent.,  5846;  pro- 
posed duties,  10  per  cent,  and  5  per  cent., 
5850;  item  1J4U,  velvets,  velveteens,  &c., 
amdt.,  to  omit  words,  "tucked  linens  or 
cottons,^'  5853 ;  item  124E,  cotton,  linen, 
jate,  &c.,  amdt.,  to  leave  out  "cotton, 
linen,"  5915;  proposed  duty,  5  per  cent., 
5918;  that  goods  from  the  United  King- 
dom be  free,  5918;  item  t24F,  piece  goods 
other  than  wool  or  silk,  proposed  duty 
(General  TariiT),  5  per  cent.,  5926;  pro- 
posed duty,  10  per  cent.,  5927 ;  item 
133,  socks  and  stockings,  proposed  duty, 
20  per  cent.,  5937 ;  item  122A,  wool 
felt  hats,  proposed  duties,  |ier  dozen  (Gene- 
ral Tariff),  16s.,  (United  Kingdom),  las., 
5956;  item  122B,  fur  felt  hats,  proposed 
duty,  General  Tariff,  30  per  cent.,  59^6; 
proposed  duty.    General    Tariff,   35  per 
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cent.,  5957;  proposed  duly,  ^40  per  cent., 
5959*  proposed  duty,  50  per  cent.,  20s., 
5964;  proposed  duty,  17s.  6d.  per  dozen, 
5972;  proposed  duty,  20s.  per  dozen,  5973; 
proposed  duty,  213.  per  dozen,  5973;  pro- 
posed duty,   32S.   6d.   per  dozen,   5975 ; 
item  t22E,  grass  hoods  for  manufacture 
into  hats,  that  the  goods  be  free,  5976; 
item  144B,  lamp  fittmgs,  proposed  duty, 
15  per  cent.,  6042 ;  proposed  duty,  20  per 
cent.,  6043 ;  item  144c,  lamp,  gas,  and 
electrical  stoves,  proposed  duty  (General 
Tariff),  20  per  cent.,  6046;  propoMid  duty 
(United    Kingdom),    15   per   cent.,   6047  '• 
item    t43A,    iron    corrugated  galvanized, 
proposed  duty,  30s.  per  ton,  t>547;  pro- 
posed duty  (United  Kingdom),  20s.  per 
ton,  6548;  iron  galvanized  not  rarrugated 
and  corrugated  not  galvanized,  proposed 
duty,  20s.  per  ton,  6548;  proposed  duty 
(United   Kingdom),   10s.   per  H>n,  6549 ; 
item    147,   mangles,   &c.,   proposed  duty, 
12^    p^r    cent.,    6549;    item    148,  agri- 
cultural    and     horticultural  machinery, 
D.e.i.,  amdt,,    to   omit    "  feed  grinders," 
6557»    proposed    duty,    12^    per  tent., 
6563 ;    item  149,    chaffcutters,   &c.,  pro- 
posed   duty    (United    Kingdom),    15  per 
cent.,   6565;    item    150,  combined  com 
sheller,  husker,  and  bagger,  &c.,  proposed 
duty,  20  per  cent.,  6567 ;  proposed  duty 
(United    Kingdom),  20  per  cent.,  6567 ; 
item  151,  churns,  &c.,  proposed  duty,  12^ 
per  cent.,  6568 ;   proposed    duty  (United 
Kingdom),  15  per  cent.,  6568;  proposed 
duty  (United  Kmgdom),    20   per  cent., 
6570*  item  155,   agricultural  machinery, 
amdt.,    to    omit    **  sheep    iliearing  ma- 
chines,"   6589;    amdt.,  to  insert  "feed 
grinders,"   6589 ;   proposed  duty,   5  per 
cent.,  6590;    item    159A,  horseshoe  nails, 
proposed    duty,    6s.    per  hundredweight, 
6607;  proposed  duty,  7s.    per  btmdred- 
weigbt,  6608;  proposed  duty,  7s.  6d.  per 
hundredweight,     6608 ;     proposed  duty 
(United     Kingdom),     7s.     per  hundred- 
weight,   6609;    proposed    duty  (United 
Kingdom),  7s,    3d.    per  hundredweight, 
6609 ;  item  159B,  brads,   proposed  duty, 
39.  6d.   per   hundredweight,   6618;  pro- 
posed duty,  4s.  per  hundredweight,  6619; 
proposed  duty,  4s.  6d.  per  hundredwei^t, 
6620 ;  proposed   duty,  5s.   per  hundral- 
weight,    6620;    proposed   duly  [United 
Kingdom),  4s.  per  hundredweight,  6620; 
item  160,  tanks,  that  the  item  be  free, 
6626;  item  i6[A,  adding   and  computinj; 
machines,  that  the  goods  be  free,  6633; 
item  i6aA,  motive  power  machinery  and 
appliances,    except    gas   producers,  ix., 
amdt.,  to  except  hot  air  engines,  6656; 
proposed    duty     (General  Tariff),    5  pet 
cent.,  6663;  item  162K,  motive  power  ma- 
chinery  and  appliances,  n.e.i.,  proposed 
duty,  20  per  cent.,  6672;  proposed  dutv, 
15  per  cent.,  667a;  item  163,  iocomotivei, 
traction  and  portable  engines,  &c.,  amdi.. 
to  leave  out  "traction  and  portable  ea. 
gines,"  6699,  proposed  duty,  20  per  cent., 
6700;  proposed  duty,  25  per  cent.,  6702; 
proposed  duty,  15  per  cent.,  6702,  6703  s 
item  164,  engines,  n.e.i-oftc..  aWrf/.,  to 
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insert  hoists  used  for  undergrouad  min- 
ing," 6712;  proposed  duty,  20  per  cent., 
6715;  item  166,  machinery  and  machines, 
and  machine  tools,  n.e.i.,  amdt.,  to  leave 
out  "machines  used  in  the  tanning  of  bides 
and  skins,'  6733;  item  173,  saws,  a.e.L, 
proposed  duty,.  15  per  cent.,  ti75ai  ileiu 
174,  printers'  .type,  proposed  duty  (United 
Kingdom),  15  per  cent.,  6768;  item  t76A, 
screws,  with  nuts,  proposed  duty,  25  per 
cent.,  0773;  iiem  177,  mining  engines  and 
inai:hiaery,  proposed  duty,  20  per  cent., 
o;(^ji  prupo&ed  duty,  15  per  cent.,  679!); 
item  177U,  rotary  and  percussive  rock 
drills,  proposed  auty,  20  per  cent.,  679H; 
proposed  duty,  15  per  cent.,  6799;  item 
181,  rails,  to.,  to  insert  "  except  steel," 
682!^;  to  insert  after  "  .ods "  "and  steet 
sleepers,"  6828;  item  330,  blacking,  dice, 
proposed  duty,  25  per  cent,,  6857 ;  pro- 
posed duty,  35  per  cent.,  6857;  item  234, 
oils,  quarter  pints,  and  smaller  sizes,  pro- 
posed duty,  9d.  per  dozen,  6867 ;  item 
236A,  paints  ground  in  liquid,  proposed 
duty,  3s.  per  hundredweight,  6886;  item 
2^B,  paints  prepared  for  use,  to  leave  out 
words  "  or  ad.  val.,"  6889 ;  item  236D, 
dry  white  lead,  proposed  duty,  is.  gd. 
per  hundredweight,  6891 ;  item  243,  eazth- 
enware,  &c.,  amdt.,  to  leave  out 
crucibles,  scarifiers,  muftles,"  6905;  item 
244,  roofing  tiles,  proposed  duty,  25  per 
cent.,  6908;  item  249,  glass,  proposed 
duty,  35  per  cent.,  6920;  proposed  duty 
(United  Kingdom),  25  per  cent.,  6920; 
item  253,  glassware,  n.e.i.,  proposed  duty, 
ZK  per  cent.,  6933;  proposed  duty 
(United  Kingdom),  30  per  cenU,  6937; 
item  355,  glass,  viz.,  gas  analysis,  ap- 
paratus,  &c.,  that  the  goods  be  free, 
6935 ;  item  268A,  marble,  unwrought,  to 
insert  the  word  "white,"  6963;  item  268B, 
slabs  or  scantlings,  proposed  duty,  lo  per 
cent.,  6965;  proposed  duty  (United  King- 
dom), 3^  per  cent.*  6966;  item  278A,  sali. 
cylic  acid  and  other  food  preservatives, 
proposed  duty,  ao  per  cent,,  697a;  item 
379,  cresyhc  acid,  proposed  duty,  15  per 
cent.,  6977 ;  proposed  duty,  30  per  cent., 
6978;  item  383A,  phenyles,  liquid  disin- 
fectants, sheep  washes,  &c.,  that  the  goods 
be  free,  6993;  item  394,  perfumery,  pro- 
posed duty,  30  per  cent.,  6998^  item  303A, 
timber,  undressed,  amdt.t  to  leave  out, 
7083;  amdt.t  to  insert  the  word  "  Oregon," 
7085;  amdt.t  to  insert  words  providing 
that  New  Zealand  while  pine  for  making 
fruit  cases  in  bond  be  free,  7091  ; 
amdt.,  provitiing  that  New  Ze.Tl.ind  white 
pine  for  making  butter  boxes  and  fruit 
cases  be  free,  7094;  that  the  goods  be 
free,  7095;  item  303A1,  New  Zealand 
pine,  that  the  goods  be  free,  7100;  item 
303A,  veneers,  proposed  duty,  3s,  per  100 
feet  super.,  7105;  item  306,  wood,  all 
articles  made  of,  n.e.i.,  proposed  duty, 
25  per  cent.,  71 10;  item  309.  toot  handles, 
proposed  duty,  15  per  cent.,  7123;  pro- 
posed duty  (United  Kingdom],  15  per 
cent.,  7124 ;  item  335,  fancy  gi.ods,  pro- 
posed duty,  3o  per  cent,  7143;  item  343, 
boots,  shoes,  &c.,  proposed  duty,  30  per 
cent.,  7158;   item   343A,  children's  boots 


and  shoes,  7159;  item  346,  rubber  and 
other  hose,  20  per  cent.,  7159:  item  348, 
rubber  end  rubber  manufactures,  pro- 
posed duty,  20  per  cent,,  7163 ;  item 
350A,  leather,  rubber,  and  composition 
belting,  proposed  duty,  26  per  cent.,  7166; 
item  35 1  A,  paper,  manu  f  actures  of, 
amdt.,  to  leave  out  words,  *'  and  car- 
tons," 7183 ;  proposed  duty,  3d.  per 
pound,  7184 ;  proposed  duty,  4d.  per 
pound,  7185 ;  item  352D,  printing  paper 
in  rolls  or  foliis,  amdt.,  to  leave  out 
words  "known  as  newspaper,"  &c.,  7203; 
that  the  goods  be  free,  7313 ;  itemi  353G, 
paper,  browns,  and  sugar,  &c.,  proposed 
duty,  4B.  6d.  per  cwt.,  7222;  item  3saK, 
paper,  n.e.i.,  including  cardboard,  &c., 
amdt.,  to  leave  out  words  "cardboard, 
pasteboard,"  7236;  proposed  duty,  15  per 
cent-,  7237;  item  354,  printing  and  stencil- 
ling inks,  n.e.i.,  amdt.,  to  leave  out  words 
"per  pound,"  7346;  proposed  duty,  3d. 
per  pound,  7347;  proposed  duty,  4d.  per 
pound,  7347,  7263;  proposed  duty,  5d.  per 
pound,  7363;  proposed  duty  (United  King- 
dom), 4d.  per  pound,  7264;  item  355,  news 
printing  "  invoiced  at  under  3d.  per 
pound,"  amdt.,  to  omit  6d.  and  substitute 
IS.,  7264;  item  369,  bicycles,  &c.,  n.e.i., 
proposed  duty,  30  per  cent.,  7281 ;  item 
373,  perambulators  and  go-carts,  proposed 
duty,  35  per  cent.,  7282;  item  381A, 
pianos,  grand  and  semi-grand,  proposed 
duty,  25  per  cent.,  7344;  proposed  duty 
(United  Kingdom),  so  per  cent.,  7345 ; 
item  381B,  pianos,  upright,  amdt.,  to  in- 
sert after  "  upright "  "  except  outside 
packages,"  Ac,  7356;  item  4c6c,  fuse, 
n.e.i.,  proposed  duty  (General  Tariff), 
}d.  per  coil ;  (United  Kingdom),  ^d. 
per  coil,  7391 ;  item  407,  cameras, 
&c.,  amdt.  to  insert  "  nitrate  of 
silver  and  chloride  of  gold,"  7394 ; 
proposed  duty,  35  per  cent.,  7394;  item 
435,  articles  imported  for  official  use 
of  Governor-General,  amdt.,  to  insert  new 

giragraph  exempting  articles  imported  for 
tate  Governors,  7404;  amdt.,  providing 
that  exemption  diatl  not  apply  lo  any  Go- 
ve rnor-General,  Stale  Governor,  or  l,iru- 
tenant-Govemor  appointed  after  12th  De- 
cember, 1907,  7420;  item  442A,  scientific  in- 
struments, amdt.,  to  insert  "of  other  ma- 
terial than  glass,**  7410;  item  15,  hay  and 
chaff,  m.,  to  recommit,  10815,  eons.  r€g., 
item  36,  blue,  10501 ;  item  43,  steanne 
and  parafline  wax,  10514;  item  46, 
liquorice,  10519 ;  item  61B,  herbs  dried, 
10521 ;  item  67,  hay  and  chalT,  10546; 
item  79,  matches  and  vestas,  10555  •  item 
85,  mustard,  10557;  item  96,  salt,  10559 -, 
item  105,  tea  in  packets,  ro56i  ;  item  107, 
apparel  and  attire,  n.e.i.,  10570;  item  113, 
bags,  sacks,  &c.,  10574;  item  114.  blankets, 
flannels,  &c.,  10576 ;  item  115,  carpets, 
10577 ;  i*^"!  121A,  wool  felt  hats,  10592, 
10593;  i'^i"  I2IB,  fur  felt  hilts,  10596; 
item  121E,  caps  and  sewn  hats,  10619; 
item  132,  parasols,  10623 ;  item  123P, 
piece-goods,  n.e.i.,  10629;  item  124,  wad- 
ding and  cotton  wool,  1064a ;  item  132, 
socks  and  stockings,  rit>^SSi.^Vi^  '43» 
sheet  lead,  j^^ci  tteVipPP^k^uItural 
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Divisions — continued. 

machinery,  n.e.i.,  10662;  item  152,  agri- 
cultural machinery  aod  implements^  10606; 
item  153,  cutlery,  10674 ;  item  ITOA, 
manufactures  of  metals,  n.e.i.,  10699 ; 
item  176DJ  rotary  and  percussive  roclc- 
drills,  10724;  item  176F,  rock-boring  ma- 
chines, 10732 ;  item  177D,  electric  appara- 
tus and  fittings,  10742 ;  item  180,  rails, 
fish  plates,  &c.,  10749;  item  186,  wire- 
netting,  10775;  item  217,  standards,  &c., 
10804;  >t^™  ^^^y  wire,  n.e.i.,  10814;  item 
234nf  oils,  lubricating,  mineral,  loSSi ; 
item  344,  rooting 'tiles,  10903;  item  256, 
scientific  apparatus,  test  tubes,  10908, 
10909;  item  262,  printers'  roller  composi- 
tion, 10998;  item  268A,  marble  unwrougbt, 
1 1000 ;  item  a84A,  insecticides,  1 1009, 
nolo;  item  299,  furniture,  n.e.i.,  iioii; 
item  299B,  lounges,  &c.,  of  wickei:,  11015^ 
item  3990,  chairs,  of  wicker,  iiors;  item 
312,  photographic  frames,  11057;  ''^'^  3^^> 
fancy  goods,  11058;  item  344,  spectacles 
and  spectacle  frames,  1 1067 ;  item  347, 
slipper  forms,  1 1068 ;  item  356A,  manu- 
factures of  paper,  11075;  item  356c,  Aus- 
tralian directories,  &c.,  tioSo;  item  3560^ 
printed  matter,  n.e.i.,  1 1088 ;  item  334, 
o.  and  P.,  11120,  iiiai;  item  303A  (tim- 
ber, undressed,  11144 ;  item  303  (defini- 
tion of  "superficial  foot"),  11150;  item 
303,  timber  (definition  of  "  superf  ace "), 
11166;  item  364,  pens,  n.e.i.,  11169; 
408,  corks,  11175;  item  410,  lantern  slides, 
11177;  ''^"t  4'7>  works  of  art  (stained 
glass  windows),  titgi;  item  437,  surgical 
appliances,  11192;  item  443,  surgical  and 
dental  instruments,  &c.  (dental  chairs), 
11193 ;  item  384B,  pianos,  11213 ;  item 
384c,  pianos,  n.e.i.,  11214;  m.,  that  the 
House  refrain  from  the  determination  of 
its  constitutional  rights  or  obligations  in 
reference  to  Senate's  message,  11437; 
recant,  req.,  item  118,  curtains  and  blinds, 
n.e.i.,  1144a;  item  143,  sheet  lead  and  lead 
piping,  1 1443;  item  356D,  Australian  dircc-; 
tories,  11459;  item  1236,  piece  goods,  wool- 
ten  or  containing  wool,  11534;  ■^^ni  160, 
motor  car  machinery,  1 1538 ;  item  itSb, 
gas  meters,  11547;  item  217,  standardi 
and  pillars,  11550;  item  348,  roasting 
dishes,  &c.  (plumbago),  11562;  item  384, 
insecticides,  Ac,  11567;  item  303B,  timber 
(New  Zealand  pine],  11571  ;  item  303 
(measurement  of  timber),  11573;  item  417* 
works  of  art  (stained  glass),  11577 

BXTBRNAL  AFFAIRS. 

Aborigines. 
House  of  Refretentatives: 
Treatment  of,  m  Western  Australia,  adj., 
47" 

Question   by  Mr.   Mahon    as    to  alleged 
cruelty  to,  ii^  Western  Australia,  7115 

AdtbkYising  AusntALU. 
Senate  : 

Lone  Hand  advertisements,  supply,  12145 
Means  to  be  adopted,  supply,  12144 
Necessity  for,  supply,  3814-5,  3846 
Reuler's     Mcssafjcs,     Arrangements  for, 

supply,  6349-50 
Vote  for,  supply,  5886-5906,  6348,  10278, 
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EXTEKNAL  ArTAikS—eontinued. 
Advertising  Australia — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Senator  de  Largie  as  to  whether  the 
Government  will  consider  the  ques- 
tion of  advertising  in  English  Labour 
journals,  11303 

Senator  Findley  as  to  advertisements  to 
appear  in  Standard,  1130a ;  Senator 
Chataway,  11303,  11472;  as  to  inten- 
tion  of.  Senator  Stewart,  iiaiS,  11384 

Senator  Givens  as  to  wdiether  English 
journals  woufd  not  be  friendly  to 
Australia  if  subsidized  to  the  extent 
of  j£65  a  page  for  bcio^  so,  1 1,^03 

Senator  Gra^  as  to  price  paid  for  ad- 
vertising in  Standard,  11218,  11 302 
Senator  Pulsford,  11302 

Senator  McGregor  as  to  rate  pci  word 
paid  for  Renter's  Messages,  6407 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  intentions  of  Go- 
vernment with  respect  to,  766 

Senator  Pulsford  as  to  whether  tke 
Government  assert  that  there  are 
newspapers  published  in  England  that 
are  distinctly  unfriendly  to  Aastrana, 

House  of  Refreseniaivues : 

Necesiity  for,  tufpiy.  i794-S>  Bmdgti, 
3604,  3661,  3971-2,  3117-8.  3315;  smpfly, 
9515-ao,  9600,  9604-8,  9610-2,  9620,  9695, 
9983 

Standard,  arrangement  with,  mpply, 
11359;  vote  for  supply,  11359 

Motion  by  Mr.  Kelly  for  return  of  pub- 
licatioDS  that  have  receiTed  payment  tow 
articles  or  services  for,  and  the  aa»ei 
of  persons  with  whom  the  Govenuncat 
negotiated,  10880 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown  as  to  "overlappinc" 
of  States,  and  Commonwealth  Go- 
vernment's advertisements,  7036 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts  as  to  securing  services 
of  Newtown  Band  at  Franco-Britiah 
Exhibition  as  part  of  scheme  for,  9S42 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  publications  purchased 
for  the  purpose  of,  10533,  10576 

Mr.  Liddell  as  to  accuracy  of  statement 
in  Sydney  Morning  Herald  of  number 
of  copies  of  Austfalia  To-Day  pur- 
chased by  the  Government,  10007 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  purchase  of  article 
appearing  in,  and  copies  of  the  Lome 
Hand,   10652,    10753-4,    10879;  Mr. 

'  Johnson,  10786 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  writer  of  Lone  Hm4 
article,  10753 ;  as  to  delivery  of  copie* 
of  Lone  Hand  purchased,  10753;  " 
to  whether  pressmen  other  than  Mr. 
Fox,  of  the  Bulletin,  were  prepared 
to  contribute  articles  at  the  price  paid 
to  Mr.  Fox,  10753;  Mr.  Reid,  10754 

Mr.  Salmon  as  to  whether  in  purchasing 
copies  of  Lone  Hand  the  Government 
had  followed  a  precedent  set  by  Mr. 
Reid  when  Prime  Minister,  10754 ;  as 
to  whether  Mr.  Reid  bad  as  Prime 
Minister  paid  £400  ^ot  the  writing 
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EXTBBMAL  Afpaiks — continued. 
Adyertising  Austri^lia — continued. 

Mt.  O'Malley  as  to  whether  the  writing 
of  articles  adveitisiag  the  Common- 
wealth  would  be  thrown  open  to  com- 
petition, 10755 

Mr.  Keliy  as  to  the  appointment  of 
some  impartial  authority  to  judge  ap- 
plications to  write  articlet  advertising 
Australia,  10755 

Mr.  Livingston  as  to  servicei  of  Mr. 
Price,  Premier  of  South  Australia,  in 
England,  J087S 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  whether  the  Prime 
Minister  was  aware  that  in  the  issue 
of  the  Lone  Hand  purchased  for,  an 
article  unfavorable  to  Sydney  ap- 
peared, 108791  10963 

Mr.  Willis  as  to  subvention  paid  to  Lon- 
don Standard  Newspaper  Company 
for,  1 1050 

Mr.  Keid  as  to  scheme  for  transmission 
of  cablegrams  to  be  open  to  the 
whole  of  the  British  press,  11051 

Mr.  I'age  as  to  arrangement  with 
Standard,   11097,  '"S^ 

Mr.  Wilks  as  to  general  scheme  for; 
as  to  utilizing  services  of  Captain 
Collins  for  purpose,  11156 

Mr.  Salmon  as  to  copies  of  Australia 
Today,  11156 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  whether  any  payment 
had  been  made  to  Mr.  Randolph  Bed- 
ford in  connexion  with  the  issue  of 
the  Clarion,  i  ta6i 

Mr.  Sampson  as  to  whether  London 
Standard  is  not  an  uncompromising 
oppo  lenl  of  "  Little  Englander " 
views,  11389 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  whether  London  Daily 
Telegrafh  is  not  also  an  uncompro- 
mising opponent  of  "  Little  En-, 
glander"  views,  113S9 

Agricultural  Institute,  Roue. 

Annual  Payment  to,  suffly,  9627-8 

Aherican  Fleet,  Visit  of. 

Senate  : 

Acceptance   of   Commonwealth  invitation 

announced,  9431. 
Correspondence  tabled,  9951 
Expenditure  on  entertainment  of,  suffly, 

11490 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Neild  as  to  tabling  of  copy  of 
invitation  to,  8554 

Senator  Neild  as  to  invitation  to  Presi* 
dent  Roosevelt,  and  to  Imperial 
authorities  to  provide  adequate  reprc* 
sentatioQ  of  British  Navy,  9138, 
9236 ;  invitation  to  Vice-President,  or 
American  Minister  of  State,  9336 

Senator  Pulsford  as  to  fleet  obtaining 
goods  free  of  Customs  duties,  11301 

Senator  Mulcahy  as  to  concessions  to 
residents  of  other  States  desiring  to 
visit  Sydney  or  Melbourne  during 
visit  of,  1146S,  11581,  11983 

Senator  McGregor  as  to  co-operation 
of  Commanwealtb  with  States  Go- 
vernments in  entertainment  of, 
1 1468-9 ;   Senator  Symon,  1 1469 

F.e9S0.— K 


External  Aftaibs — continued. 

American  Fleet,  Visit  of — continued. 
Questions  by- 
Senator  Symon  as  to  limit  of  expendi- 
•  lure  in  entertaining,  11469-70;  Sena- 

tor demons,  11469;  Senator  Findley, 
11470;  Senator  Pulsford,  laioa 

Senator  Needham  as  to   invitation  to 

Fleet  to  visit  Fremantle,  11469 
Senator  Stewart  as  to  invitation  to  visit 

Queeoslandi  11469 
Senator  Symon  as  to  invitation  to  visit 

Adelaide,  11469 
Senator   Mulcaby   as    to   invitation  to 

visit  Hobart,  11469 
Senator  Chataway  as  to  separation  of 

Commonwealth  expenditure  from  other 

expenditure     on     entertainment  of, 

11470  • 

Senator  Givens  as  to  making  functions 
self-supportiiig  by  levying  a  charge 
upon  all  desiring  to  plaster  their 
advertisements  on  to  the  visit  of  the 
Fleet,  11470 

Senator  Sayers  as  to  whether  any  of 
the  money  appropriated  for  the  en- 
tertainment of  the  Fleet  would  be 
spent  in  entertaining  the  men  of  the 
Australian  Squadron,  11983,  12102 

Ucust  of  Refres^ntativei: 

Acceptance   of   Commonwealth  invitation 

announced,  9474,  9951 
Expenditure  on  entertainment  of,  suffly, 
1 1366 

Reception  Committee,  names  of  an- 
nounced, adj.,  11300 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Wilks  as  to  invitation  to  British 
Government  to  provide  special  repre- 
sentation of  Navy,  9089,  9474,  ntSo 

Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  whether  Fleet 
would  visit  a  Tasmanian  port,  9089 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  date  of  arrival  and 
duration  of  visit  of  Fleet,  9474 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  steps  taken  to  give 
fitting  reception  to,  10607;  ^''^  R^^d, 
10607 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  entertainment  of, 
iitSo 

Mr.  Hedges  as  to  whether  the  Fleet 

would  visit  Fremantle,  itiSo 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  source  of  information 

as  to  places  to  be  visited  by,  11180 
Mr.  J.  H.  Catts  as  to  supply  of  liquor 

to  sailors  of,  11419 
Mr.   Mathews  as  to  landing  place  at 

Melbourne,  11525 

Argentine  Republic. 
Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  W.  Russell,  as  to  em- 
bargo on  importation  of  Australian 
cattle,  5^1 

House  of  Refresentatives: 


obtii 


IncUx  to  Svi^acts. 


EXTEKNAL  AF¥KiM9—eentinued. 

AUSTRALIAN  MKH  of  LKTTEBS'  FUND. 

Senate  : 

AdministratioD  of,  suffly,  10J02 
PaymcQts  from,  supply,  12144 

House  of  RefresentaHves : 
Explanation  of,  suffly,  9518,  9520-1 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Mahon  at  to  administratioa  of. 
4647 

Mr.  Chanter  as  to  when  Committee 
would  be  appointed  to  administer, 
10179 

Australians,  Repatuation  of  [see  luin- 

CHATION) 

BAmc  Clesks  ! 

House  of  Refresenlaiives: 

Question  by  Mr.  O'Malley,  as  to  salaries 
paid  to>  11155 

Beale,  Ms,  O.  C. 
Senate: 

Question  by  Senator  Mulcahy,  as  to  whe- 
ther report  by  has  been  suppressed,  and 
whether  t&e  Government  have  received 
the  second  part  of  the  report,  and  intend 
to  lake  action  thereon,  8386 

House  of  Refresentatives : 
Payments  to,  supply,  9968-70 
Report   by,   obs.,    .1612.4 :    Budget,    2663 ; 

""^;'m  W.  3^99;  supply,  9975-82 
Motion  by   Mr.   Deakin    foe   printing  of 

revised  report  by,  7508 
Questions  by- 
Mr.  Wilks    as  to  circulation  of  report, 

and  protecting  Bill,  9092 
Mr.  Liddetl  as  to  withdrawal  from  cir- 
culation of  Report  by,  2995 
Mr.  Catts  as  to  cost  of  printing,  6595, 

6813;  Mr.  Liddell,  iii.<;q 
Mr.  Kelly  as  to  tabling  of  papers  con- 
nected with  appointment  of,  as  Royal 
Commission ;    and     with  publication 
of  report,  95S0,  9845 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  payments  to  and  cost 
of  printing  report  by,  9956 

Mr.  Thomas  as  to  presentation  of  report 
to  Governor-General,  1^16;  as  to  cheap 
issue  of,  tQ75 ;  as  to  when  Bill  to  vali- 
date use  of  quotations  from  report  by 
would  be  introduced,  10309 

Mr.  Hedges  as  to  protests  against  publi- 
cation of  report  by ;  and  as  to 
threatened  legal  proceedings  for  pub- 
lication of  btniements  contained  in 
report  by,  10309 

Mr.   I.iddell  as  to  withdrawal  of  Re-' 
vised   Report  by,   1 1  r59 ;  as  to  what 
there  is  in  Revised  Report  by,  requir- 
ing special   legislation  before   it  can 
be  published,  11261 


External  Affairs — eomiitmed. 
Board  op  Trade  Correspohdbhts. 
House  of  Representatives  : 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  whether  Prime  Minis- 
ter was  consulted  in  appointment  of. 
4957 

Mr.  D.  Thomson  as  to  whether  claim  to 
be  consulted  in  appointment  of,  was 
made,  and  if  so  involved  consultation 
with  British  Government  in  ap|>oint- 
ment  of  Australian  Agents-General, 
49S7 

British  Jourkausts. 
Senate  : 

Question  hy  Senator  Lynch  as  to  grant  in 
aid  of  visit  of  in  connexion  with  Com* 
mercial  Congress,  9353 

House  of  Representatives: 
Question  by  Mr.   Thomas  Brown  as  to 
proposed  visit  to  Australia  of,  7117 

Caupbell-Bamneruan,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Hckrt. 
House  of  Representatives: 
Death  of,  ois.t  10522-3 

Cbikbse  : 

Senate : 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Cbataway  as  to  application  of 
Excise  laws  to  Chinese  In  Melbourne, 
6061 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  registration  of  on 
lines  of  recent  Transvaal  legislation, 
9336,  942a 

House  of  Representatives: 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Hutcntson  as  to  registration  of. 
9844- ^ 

Mr.  O'Malley  ai  to  employment  of  ro 

British  ships,  11179 
Mr.    Maloney    hs    to    deportation  of 
opium  fanugglers,  11525 

[See  lUUIGRATION.] 

COLOKUL  Office  : 

House  of  Representatives : 

Re-arrangement  of,  obs.,  6094 
Questions  by  Mr.  Crouch,  as  to  speech  by 
Lord  Elgin,  Secretary  of  Slate  for  the 
Colonies,  as  to  prevention  of  employ- 
ment of  lascnrs  on  ocean-going  steamers, 
1975;  as  to  control  of  Australian  affatn 
by  Dominions  Department  of,  5130, 
6406 ;  as  to  whether  Government  were 
consulted  prior  lo  offer  of  Governor- 
Generalship  to  Earl  of  Dudley,  q^SS;  as 
to  tabtinfj  of  despatch  relating  to  crea- 
tion of  Dominions  Department,  0380;  as 
to  reorganization  of,  ri736 

Commercial    CoNCRG&sr-     \See\  BtmsH 
JoURK«kiQ«ra^  by  V^OOQ IC 


Jttiy  5,  1907,  to  June  5,  1908. 
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ExrUNAL  AxtlvblS— continued. 
COHUONWEALTH  AKD  STATIS. 

Senate : 

Cooferoices    between   representatives  of, 

suffty,  11503,  11504 
RelatitNU  between,  suffly,  3815-6,  407a, 

4080,  8995,  11517-20 

ISee  Premiers'  Confemnces;  also  Trsa- 

SUSY.] 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Relations  between,  Budgety  3010-1,  3036-8, 
3"7j  3»94-5J  3330.  33y,  3357-9. 

34a7-3».  3438-40*  3534-5.  3S30-7.  flO'?. 
9309,  9713,  9717.30 

QuestioD  by  Mr.  Watkini  as  to  alleged  at- 
tacks made  on  States  by  Commonwealtb 
Govemmentf  958a 

Commonwealth  Gatette — 
Senate  : 

Printing  and  Distribution  of,  suffly,  10390 
House  of  Refresentatives  : 

Motion  bjr  Mr.  Webster  for  return  as  to 
cost  and  sale  of,  agreed  to,  11330 

Cotton  PKonocnoN : 
House  of  Refresentatives: 
Question  by — 
Senator  Dobson,  as  to  commtmtcation 
with  British  Cotton  Growing  Associa- 
tion, 650 

COL'NSELS  OF  THE  EhFISB. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Dugald  Thomson  as  to 
interpretation  to  be  put  upon  remarks  of 
Prime  Minister  with  respect  to,  5S03 

Empire  Fuce  Trade. 
Senate : 

Questions  by  Senator  Stewart  and  Senator 
Symon,  as  to  speech  by  Senator  Best  on, 
11468 

Hpuse  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  B.  Smith,  as  to  whether 
Prime  Minister  is  prepared  to  advocate 
scheme  of,  6129 

Ehfise,  the.  Cohesion  of  : 
House  of  Refresentatives. 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Wilks  as  to  statements  attributed 
to  Cardinal  Logue,  11154 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  whether  Cardinal 
Logue's  statements  were  not  a  result 
of  the  passing  of  resolutions  by  the 
Commonwealtb  Parliament  dictating 
British  domestic  policy  and  legisla- 
tion, 11154 
.  Mr.  Knox  as  to  whether  the  Prime 
Minister  would  cable  to  London  a 
contradiction  of  Cardinal  Logue's 
itatements,  11155;  Mr.  Johnson,  11155 

Fanning  Island. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 
Questicm  by  Mr,  Bowden  as  to  reported 
sale  or  transfer  of,  6835 

r  2 


External  Affairs — continued. 
Fires  in  New  Sooth  Wales. 
Senate : 

Reply  to  message  of  sympathy  in  con- 
nexion with,  announced,  4036 

Question  by  Senator  Neild  as  to  message 
of  sympathy  from  the  Senate,  in  con- 
nexion with  recent  fires  at  Murwillum* 
bah  and  Bangalow,  3364 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Message  of  sympathy  from  House  of 
Representatives  in  connexion  with  fires 
at  MuTwillumbah  and  Bangalow,  adj., 
3363 

Reply  to  message  announced,  3850 

FoBEiGirf  Relations  : 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  power  of 
Commonwealth  Government  under  section 
51,  sub<section  xxix.,  of  Constitution  to 
direct  communication  with  Foreign  Go- 
vernments, 10181 

FRANCo-BRmsH  Exhibition. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Willis  as  to  representation  of  Com- 
monwealth at,  9009,  10751 
Mr.  J.  H.  Catts  as  to  securing  services 
of  Newtown  Band  to.  perform  at,  984a 

German  Convict  SEnrutUKNT. 
Semite : 

Question  by  Senator  Neild  as  to  attitude  of 
Government  in  relation  to  threatened  es- 
tablishment of,  in  the  Pacific,  7791,  7841 

German  Navy. 
House  of  Refresentatives. 
Question  by  Mr.  McDougall  as  to  alleged 
intention   of   German   naval  authorities 
to   station    a    first-class    cruiser    in  the 
South  Seas,  11628 
Governor-General  [See  Colonial  Office]. 

HIGH  Commissioner. 
Senate : 

Appointment   of,   address,  51,   60,  153, 

484;    supply,    184'.    1848,    3810,  3921, 

4067,  4009,  10392-6 
Duties  of,  address,  71,  3818,  3836,  3846, 

3849,  4oi69,  4072 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Walker  as  to  when  Bill  would 
be  introduced  to  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment of,  3797 

Senator  Needham  as  to  whether  the 
name  of  the,  would  be  submitted  for 
approval  of  Parliament,  3797 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  whether  the  Right 
Honorable  G.  H.  Reid  w^s  to  be  ap- 
pointed, 3708 

Senator  W.  Russell  as  to  whether  the 
Government  would  announce  the  name 
of  the,  3798 

Senator  Lynch  as  to  whether  the  Go- 
vernment will  hasten  the  appointment 
of,  4706 

Senator  Lynch  as  to  appointm«U)(  of,  ia 
order  to  &ns^^^^^^f,^p0^^  Aus- 
tralia, 757r  O 
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External  Affairs — continued. 
High  CommissioacT — continued. 
House  of  Refresentalives : 

AppoiatmcDt  of,  address,  88,  loi,  1 18, 
174,  186,  M?,  457,  46a;  suffly,  i8ia; 
Budget,  2061,  2016,  3965,  2973,  3977 ; 

i«tfly>  36'?.  3D»5>  363a,  3634,  3636. 
3640.1,    3652.    3655.9,    3667.8,  3674, 

8967-8,    9518.9,    9610-1,    9623,  9627, 

9095*  97»5.  9720 
Expenditure  in  connexion  with  office  of, 

suffly,  1 1266 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Salmo.1  as  to  appointment  of,  5416 
Mr.  Glynn  as  to  transfer  of  duties  of 

States  Agents-General  to,  5308-n 
Mr.  Johnson,  as  to  Bill  to  pioride  for, 
9091 

HiSTOUCAL  Records. 

Senate  : 

Vote  for  Collection  of,  ntffiy,  10295-6 

Honours. 
House  of  Representatives  : 

Albert  Medal,  Recommendation  of  Direr 

Hughes  for,  adj.,  2994-5 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  whether  honours  re- 
cently conferred  upon  Australian  citi- 
zens were  granted  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of,  or  after  consultation  with,  the 
Federal  Execuliye,  1751 

Mr.  Mahon  as  to  conferring  of  Albert 
Medal  on  Diver  Hughes,  of  Bonnie 
Vale,  Western  Australia,  2566,  3793 

Hospitals,  Bobder. 

House  of  Refresentalives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Webster  as  to  bringing 
position  of  border  hospitals  under  notice 
of  Premiers'  Conference,  9194 

lUHIGRATION. 

Senate : 

Aliens,  InSux  of,  suffly,  toagi-a 
Attitude  of  Labour  Party  with  regard  to, 

address,  74,  7c),  154,  256,  261,  375,  378 
Australians,  Repatriation  of,  address^ 

386;  suffly,  11617 
Chinese,  smuggling  of,  ad}.,  9007-8 
Contract  Immigrants,  addrtst,  266,  367, 

479 

Immigration    League,    work    of,  tuffift 

4073,  5886-5906 
Immigrants    introduced    to    New  South 

Wales,  adj.,  4276.8 
Land   available   for   Immigrants,  suffly^ 

5887-5906 

Motion  by  Senator  Turley  for  return  giving 
particulars  of  contract  immigrants  intro- 
duced  into  Queensland,  2055 

Norwegians,  Inducements  offered  to,  ad- 
dress, 479 

Policy  of,  address,  73,  79,  142,  153,  261.7, 
»75.  360,  367,  381,  389,  394,  479;  suffly, 
3819,  3837,  391 I,  4070,  4078,  5887-5906, 
10281,  10395,  "486 


External  AvFKiks—continued. 
Immigration — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Chataway  as  to  warning  issued 
in  Great  Britain  to  intending  emi- 
grants, 29 

Senator  Turley  as  to  contract  immi- 
grants introduced  for  the  Colonial 
Sugar  Refining  Company,  650 

Senator  Findley  as  to  whether  immi- 
grants who  left  vessels  at  Frcmantle 
had  been  introduced  by  Mr.  Hughes 
under  contract  for  the  Colonial 
Sugar  Refining  Company,  650 

Senator  Findley  as  to  whether 
Spanish  immigrants  who  left  their 
ships  at  Fremantle  under  contract  to 
Colonial  Su^ar  Refining  Company 
had  infringed  the  provisions  of  the 
Contract  Imn.igranls  Act,  830 

Senator  Croft  as  to  whether  Afghans 
introduced  in  charge  of  camels  had 
complied  with  regulations  under  the 
Immigration  Restriction  Act,  1131 

Senator  Croft  as  to  terms  on  which  a 
linguist  is  employed  under  the  Im- 
migration    Restriction     Act,  1471* 
'  16^;  Senator  Symon,  147 1 ;  Senator 

Clcmons,  1471,  i'683 ;  Senator  Chata- 
way as  to  nationality  of  linguist  re- 
ferred to,  1689 

Senator  Lynch  as  to  character  of  im- 
migrants introduced  for  Queenslaod 
sugar  industry,  1689,  1816 

Senator  Turley  as  to  particultn  of 
contract  immigranfs  for  Queensland. 
1929 

Senator  Walker  as  lo  steps  taken  by 
Government  to  encourage  European. 
3900 

Senator  O'Loghlin  as  to  States  Go- 
vernments providing  land  for  agri- 
cultural immigrants,  4343;  by  Sena- 
tor W,  Russell,  4707 

Senator  Findley  as  to  whether  the  Go- 
vernment are  responsible  for  adver- 
tisement on  which  people  have  been 
induced  to  emigrate  to  Austral  1:1, 
4344 

Senator  Millen  as  to  whether  Labour 
Party  repudiated  their  professed  de- 
sire for  immigration,  4344 

Senator  W.  Russell  as  lo  whether  the 
Immigration  League  would  assist 
the  Government  in  circulating  the 
facts  concerning  the  Commonwealth, 
4^44 

Senator  Neild  as  to  alleged  luring  of 
immigrants  to  New  South  Wales 
under  false  pretences,  4244 

Senator  Chataway  as  to  alleged  dis- 
satisfaction of  immigrants  lo  New 
South  Wales,  4365 

SeoalOT  Chntaway  as  to  staiements  in 
Times  alleging  unsuitabilily  of 
Queensland  and  Northern  Territory 
for  white  labour,  4471 

Senator  St.  Ledger  as  lo  statements 
made  by  Mr.  Ben  Tillett,  4705:  by 
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External  Affaibs — continued. 
ImmigratioD — continued. 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Lyncb  as  to  comments  on  ooo- 
tract  immigration  legislation  by 
Senator  Pulsford,  4706 

Senator  Chataway  as  to  publication  ta 
England  of  iniormation  disclosed  in 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Court 
to  meet  statement  published  by  Mr. 
Ben  TiUett,  5081;  by  Senqtor  W. 
Russell,  50S3 

Senator  Croft  as  to  introduction  of 
miners  for  Great  Cobar  Mine,  5178 

Senator  Macfarlane  as  to  bond  re- 
quired in  connexion  wifh  admission 
to  Hobart  Hospital  of  invalid, 
German  seaman,  5858 

Senator  Neild  as  to  deportation  of 
Syed  Kamal  Shah,  5980 

Senator  Findley  as  to  alleged  influx 
of  Chinese,  7937 

Senator  Findley  as  to  action  taken  in 
connexion  with  Bulgarian  immi- 
grants, 8075 

Senator  Necdham  as  to  grant  to  Vic- 
torian '  Immigration  League,  8156, 
8230 

Senator  Findley  as  to  amounts  granted 
to  Victorian  and  Tasmanian 
Leagues,  8330 

Senator  de  Largie  as  to  Leagues  to 
whom  grants  had  been  made  being 
estabtished  in  States  in  which  there 
is  no  land  available  for  immigrants, 
8330 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  whether  Leagues 
were  asked  to  give  any  account  of 
the  manner  in  which  grants  made  to 
them  were  spent,  8231,  8385;  Sena- 
tor Needbam,  8331 

Senator  Chataway  as  to  whether  any 
grant  has  been  made  to  the  Queens- 
land Immigration  League,  8231 

Senator  dc  Largie  whether  in  future 
Leagues  representiog  States  in  which 
there  is  land  available  for  settle- 
ment would  be  given  some  of  the 
money  granted  lor  this  purpose, 
82^1 

Senator  Lynch  as  to  whether  the  Go- 
vernment did  not  think  it  would 
be  wise  to  distribute  money  ~  for 
the  encouragement  of  immigration 
through  one  agency,  8233 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  whether  the  Go- 
vernment, in  view  of  the  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada, 
declaring  unconstitutional  a  British 
Columbia  Act  on  the  lines  of  the 
Immigration  Restriction  Act,  will 
take  steps  to  denounce  the  protocol 
under  which  Queensland  is  made  a 
party  to  the  ALiiglo-Japanese  Treaty, 
8507 

Senator  Henderson  as  to  inBux  of 
Chinese  into  Western  Australia, 
9236 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  registration  of 
Asiatics  on  the  lines  of  recent 
Transvaal  legislation,  9336,  943a 


EXTEKNAL  ArrxoiS—eontiHued. 
I  mmigration — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Pulsford  as  to  steps  taken  to 
give  effect  to  section  3,  paragraph 
A>  of  Immigration  Restriction  Act, 
9633 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  accuracy  of 
statement  by  Mr.  A.  McLeod  with 
respect  to  Chinese  immigration  pub- 
lished iti  Perth  Daily  News,  10370 

Senator  Neild  as  to  demand  for  bonds 
for  invalided  foreign  sailors,  10829, 
10920;  as  to  amount  of  bond  re- 
quired for  sick  Russian  sailor  at 
Adelaide,  11221 

Senator  de  Largie  as  to  steps  neces- 
sary to  prevent  smuggling  of 
Asiatics  into  the  Commonwealth, 
xaiot 

House  of  Refresentalives : 
Attitude  of  Labour  Party  with  regard  to 

address,  324,  447-9  5  <'<^f-t  ^i^T'  ^'^ff^V* 
1794 ;  Budget,  2662,  2992-3,  3022 

Australians,  Repatriation  of,  adj.,  1325-9; 
Budget,  3215;  suffly,  11359,  11362, 
11364 

Chinese,  influx  of,  suffly,  9395,  940?' 
9413 

Contract  Immigrants,  adj.,  1743-4,  3344; 

Budget.  3130.  3134;  suffly.  3435 
Consumptives,  Introduction  of,  adj.,  1679- 

84 

F.ffcct  of,  on  Wages,  Budget,  3681-2 
General  Booth's  Scheme  of,  Budget,  3000 
Immigration   Advertisements,   adj.,  133X  J 

Budget,  3129-30 
ImiT.tgration,  Assisted,  adj.,  1337 
Immigration  Leagues,   adj.,  939,  930, 1231  j 

suffly,    1788-95,    i8n  ;    Budget,  2368, 

3132,   3136;   adj.,   2686 ;   suffly,  9626, 

9725 

Immigration  Restriction  Act,  address,  336 
Immigration  Statistics,  Budget,  2663 
Introduction  of  Foreign  Labour  for  Sugar 

Industry,  address,  163 
Motion  by  Mr.  Frazer  for  return  giving 
particulars  of  prosecutions  against  aliens 
escaping  from  ^hips  since  the  passage  of 
the  Immigration  Restriction  (Amended) 
Act  1905,  1596 
Policy  of,  address,  51  103,  163,  173,  333, 
326,   336,   447  i   adj.,  1326-9;  Budget, 
1641,    2269,   2356,   2368,    2913,  2965, 
3990-1,    3999-3001,  3018,  3020-2,  3123, 
3129.37,  8966-75,  9407,  9416-8,  9597-600. 
9602-29,  9690-734;  suffly.  11363 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Bam  ford  as  to  administration  of 
Contract  Immigrants  Act,  344;  as  to 
agreements  made  by  Colonial  Sugar 
Refining  Company  with  Spaniards  and 
other  contract  immigrants,  502-3,  2344 
Mr.  Frazer  as  to  landing  of  alleged 
lunatic  at  Fremantle,  joa ;  Mr. 
Liddell,  648 

"lmongs?"Kfe&ffesC^fel,"^" 


clxvi 


Index  to  SuttjecU. 


ExnsNAL  AFFiiJiS — continued. 
Immigration — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Liddcll  as  to  whether  a  nattve-bom 
Australian  can  be  refused  admission 
if,  during  a  temporary  absence  from 
the  Commonwealth,  he  derelopl  in- 
sanity. 50a,  64S 

Mr.  Maloney  as  to  whether  surgeons  on 
ships  conveying  repatriated  Australians 
had  been  paid,  9*8 

Mr.  Watkins  as  to  whether  immigrants 
landing  at  the  present  time  are  under 
agreement;  and,  if  so>  whether  their 
agreements  have  been  examined  to 
see  if  they  are  in  accordance  with  the 
Act,  1087 

Mr.  Watkins  as  to  whether  the  Govern- 
ment have  subsidized  the  Immigration 
League,  771,  928,  1331 

Mr.  ].  H.  Catts  as  to  whether  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Government  had  been 
called  to  Dr.  Arthur's  letter  to  Mr. 
Marshall  Lyle,  and^  whether  the  sub- 
sidy paid  to  Ibe  Immigration 
League,  if  any,  would  be  discontinued 
in  view  of  the  statements  in  Dr. 
Arthur's  letter,  8S1 ;  Mr.  Watson,  883 

Mr.  Watkins  as  to  whether  the  Immigra- 
tion  League  was  responsible  for  adver- 
tising for  miners  for  New  South  Wales 
when  many  in  the  State  were  out  of 
employment,  928,  1231 

Mr.  Bam  ford  as  to  when  the  Primv 
Minister  would  be  able  to  reply  to  de- 
putation that  had  waited  upon  him  in 
reference  to  immigration  of  contract 
labourers,  laSr,  1743 

Mr.  Watkins  as  to  whether  the  attention 
of  the  Government  had  been  called  to 
Mr.  Carrutbers'  statement  that  a,ooo 
miners  were  required  in  New  South 
Wales,  1281 

Mr.  Watkins  as  to  whether  the  Acting 
Prime  Minister  would  take  steps  to 
contradict  statements  appearing  in  cer- 
tain immigration  advertisements;  and 
also  that  made  by  Mr.  Carnithers  as 
to  the  need  for  miners  in  New  South 
Wales,  1413 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  wfhether  the  attention 
of  the  Government  had  been  called  to 
the  settlement  scheme  formulated  by 
the  Salvation  Army  ;  whether  the  Go- 
vernment will  communicaic  with  States 
Governments  with  a  view  to  offering 
inducements  to  the  Salvation  Army  tu 
establish  settlements  in  Australia,  1596 

Hr.  Liddell  as  to  cases  in  which  the  Im- 
migration Restriction  Act  has  been  en- 
forced to  prevent  the  introduction  of 
immigrants  suffering  from  consump* 
tion,  1516 

Mr.  Liddell  as  to  action  taken  to  avoid 
danger  threatened  by  admission  of 
consumptives,  2314 

Mr.  Bamford  as  to  whether  agreements 
between  the  Colonial  Sugar  Refining 
Company  and  immigrants  indented 
from  Europe  were  made  within  the 
Commonwealth,  3433 


External  Affairs — continued. 
Immigration — Ci>ntinued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Carr  as  to  Government  action  in 
connexion  with  unregulated  immigra- 
tion  to  New  South  Wales,  4518 
Mr.  Bamford  as  to  dissatisfaction  of 
Spanish  immigrants  to  Queensland, 
4647 

Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  references  by  Mr. 
J.  M.  Reid  to  introduction  of  white 
artisaiis  under  contract,  5046 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown  as  to  bringing  ad- 
vantages of  settlement  in  Australia 
under  notice  of  persons  at  present 
emigrating  from  America  and  Canada 
to  Great  Britain,  6727 ;  Mr,  Joseph 
Cook,  6727 

Mr.  Bamford  as  to  strike  of  Spanish 
immigrants  at  Geraldton,  7113 

Mr.  Frazer  as  to  tabling  of  report  of 
officers  appointed  to  inquire  into  al- 
leged smuggling  of  Chinese,  8816 

Mr.  B.  Smith  as  to  accuracy  of  state- 
ments appearing  in  British  Australa- 
sian, 8938 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  advertising  opportuni- 
ties afforded  by  Australia  to  indus* 
trial  immigrants,  9090 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  enforcement  of  Im- 
migration Restriction  Act  in  respect 
to  admission  of  Japanese  to  Thurs- 
day Island,  9582 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts  as  to  appointment  of 
immigration  lecturers,  9420 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown  as  to  whether  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  there  were  249 
applicants  for  one  block  of  land  at 
Wagga,  it  is  desirable  to  encourage 
immigration  of  people  desiring  to 
settle  on  the  land,  9765 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  statement  by  Hon.  T. 
Price  in  London  that  there  is  plenty 
of  land  in  South  Australia  available 
for  immigrants,  9765 

Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  influx  of  Chinese, 
9844 

Mr.  O'Mal  ley  as  to  whether,  in  view 
of  statements  by  Premier  of  Victoria 
immigrants  would  not  be  introduced 
until  provision  was  made  for  their 
future,  10130 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  whether  the  Prime 
Minister  would  ascertain  the  views  of 
Premiers  of  States  other  than  Vic- 
toria, 10130 

Ur.  Palmer  as  to  statement  of  Premier 
of  Victoria  that  railway  construction 
projected  would  render  3,000,000 
acres  in  Victoria  available  for  settle- 
ment, 10130 

Mr.  Maloney  as  to  whether  the  Prime 
Mintiitcr  is  in  agreement  with  the 
Premier  of  Victoria  on  the  immigra- 
tion question,  10179 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  printing  in  block  type 
of  new  ideas  on  the  subject  of  im- 
migration by  the  honorable  member 
for  Flinders,  10179 

Mr.  McDougall  as /ts  i«iidf41>/7Victoria 
avaiUbl^il^'^^i»i^^^,S^9 
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External  Affairs — continued. 
Immigtation — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown  as  to  paymeats  on 
vouchers  by  Dr.  Arthur,  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Immigration  League, 
10401 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  Conference  of  self- 
governing  States  on  question  of  re- 
striction of  Asiatic  immigration, 
10483 

Mr.  Mathews  as  to  whether  desertion  of 
foreign  sailors  to  accept  employment 
on  coal-fields  constitutes  a  breach  of 
the     Immigration     Restriction  Act, 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown  as  to  alleged  eBort 
of  Dr.  Arthur  to  promote  immigra- 
tion of  Russian  Jews,  10756 

Mr.  O'Mallcy  as  to  statements  of  Mr. 
E.  Osier  concerning  exodus  of  Vic- 
torian farmers  to  Queensland,  10877 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  statements  made  by  Mr. 
Price  in  England,  and  contention  of 
members  of  Labour  Party  that  there 
is  no  land  available  for  settlement, 
10877 

Mr.  Fairbairn  as  to  whether  rcierence 
by  Mr.  O'Mallcy  to  statements  by 
Mr.  Osier  did  i\ot  suggest  "  stiabing 
fish"  policy,  10877 

Mr.  Batchelor  a^  to  whether  Mr.  Price's 
remedy  for  lack  of  land  for  settle- 
ment was  not  a  progre.vive  land  tax, 
10878 

Mr.  Fuller  as  to  applications  for  land 
thrown  open  to  settlement  in  Queens- 
land, 10878 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  immigratioa  of  Scottish 
fishermen,  10965 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown  as  to  statement  in 
Sydney  Daily  Telegrafh,  and  intro- 
duction of  undesirably  immigrants, 
iioq6;  as  to  negotiations  by  Dr. 
Artnur  to  bring  about  exclusive  settle- 
ments of  Russian  and  Italian  aliens, 
11329;  as  to  whether  any  money  had 
been  granted  to  Dr.  Arthur  or  immi- 
'  gration  I..eague  since  ist  November, 
1907,  for  immigration  purposes,  11329; 
as  to  action  of  League  in  promoting 
immigration  of  non-English-speaking 
aliens,  11707 

Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  statements  by 
Premier  of  New  South  Wales,  11386; 
Mr.  Carr,  11388 

{See  Advertising  Austraua.] 

IHPIRIAL  CONFCRENCX. 
Senate  : 

Secretariat,  establishment  of,  address,  7a 
Services  of  Mr.  Deakin  at,  address,  59, 

77,  aga.  370.  377.  393-  47.? 
Work  of,  address,  10,  58,  67,  148,  370, 

393.  473 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Symon  as  to  lopply  of  copies 
of  Report  of,  563,  649 

Senator  Symon  as  to  Papers  laid  be- 
fore, 3405,  251a 


EmsNAL  AfTAlK— continued. 

Imperial  Conference — continued. 
House  of  Representatives: 

Articles  by  Mr.  Richard  Hain,  Budget, 
3a,i8-30,  '3288-91 

Expenses  of  Commonwealth  Representa- 
tives, suftply,   1873,  1 1361-3 

Representations  by  Mr.  Deakin  and  Sir 
Wm.  Lyne,  address',  420-44,  456  j  suffly, 
1806-8;  Budget,  3289;  supply,  3846 

Secretariat,  establi^ment  and  powers  oty 
92,  loi,  172,  178,  179,  ai6,  324,  4M-44 

Services  of  Mr.  Deakin  at,  address,  24, 
27,  90,  roi,  105,  169,  189,  210,  227, 
236,  326,  329,  345,  459;  Budget,  2660; 
supply,  11363 

Speeches  by  Sir  Wm.  Lyne,  address,  178, 
202,  210,  345 

Work  of,  address,  loi,  159,  170,  178,  189, 
ai6,  227, 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  B.  Smith    as  to  report  of,  297-8; 

Mr.  Reid,  298;  Mr.  Joseph  Cook,  470 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  election  of  Australian 
Representatives  at  future  Conferences, 
S4>6 

[Navigation  Conference,  see  Tuoe  and 
Customs,  "NAViGAnoN  and  Shipping"} 

lUFERML  InSTITI'TE. 
House  of  Refrrsentatives : 
Assistance  to,  supply,  9404 

India. 

Senate : 

Circular  issued  by  Indian  Government  on 
purchase  of  Remounts  in  Australia, 
supply,  8902.4 

Question  by  Senator  Millen  as  to  Indian 
Government's  proposal  with  respect  to 
purchase  of  Remounts,  8867,  10073,  1^53 

Japan. 
Senate  : 

Relations  of  Commonwealth  with,  supply, 

I 1486-8 
Question  by — 

Senator    I'earce    as   to  Anglo-Japanese 

treaty,  8507 
.Senator  Pulsford  as  to  representation  of 
Australia  at  Tokio  Exhibition,  113S3 

House  of  Representatives: 

Question  by — 

Mr.  McDougail  as  to  truth  of  statement 
that  projected  Japanese  steel  and 
iron  works  were  to  be  supplied  with 
Australian  ore,  6593 

Java. 
Senate : 

Victorian  subsidized  trade  with,  6317,  6319 
House  of  Representatives : 
Question  by — 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  influx  of  Japanese 
and  other'  Orientals   into;   and  ap- 
pointment of   Connnoini^ahk  Repre- 
sentative a^iflaM^^o^^t^gLC 
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External  ArwAas—ecntiiiutd. 
KziR  Hasdie,  Ur. 
Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  Dobsoa  at  to  speechn 
by,  ia  lQdia>  4245 

Kahaxas. 
-   Smote : 

Repatriation  of,  address,  61 ;  suffly,  5886, 
5893,  6348  9.  8987.8.  12144 

House  af  Re^etentattves :  , 

Labour  cf,  Confined  to  Sugar  Industry, 

address^  336 
Repatriation   of,   address^   333;  suf^y, 

1806,  8841,  9(^-90,  9707^,  11378 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Johnson  as  to  alleged  murder  of 

Repatriated   Islanders,  503 
Mr,  Malion  as  to  payment  by  Queens- 
land Government  towards  expense  of 
repatriation  of,  9684 

Land  for  Settleuent.   \See  Iuihgration.] 
Linlithgow,  Marquis  of. 
Senate 

Motion,  by  Senator  Best,  of  sympathy 
upon  death  of,  8504;  debated,  8^04; 
agreed  to,  8505 

Reply  to  motion  of  sympathy  announced, 
9040 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Motion,    by    Mr.    Deakin,    of  sympathy 

upon  death  of,  8818;  agreed  to,  88ig 
Rep^  to  motion  of  sympathy  announced, 

LoGUE,  Cardinal.    \See  Empire,  The  Gobi- 

SIGN  OF]. 

London  Docks. 

House  of  Refretenteaives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Glynn  as  to  communica- 
tion with  Imperial  Government  suggest- 
ing improvements  lo  make  better  pro- 
vision for  repacking  and  storage  of 
perishable  produce,  6726,  9684 

London  Offices  of  the  Coumonwealtb. 

Senate  ■' 

Captain  Collins,  Duties  of,  suffly, 
10395-6 

Establishment  of,  stiffly,  10292,  10294-5 
Site  for,  adj.,  37^1  i  supply,  3800-2,  3805- 
6,  3814.  38>7-8.  3824-8,  3841-3,  3845-8, 
38491  39M-4.  .^908-12,   3QI4-S,  3917-21. 
^923.30,  4063-83,  4144-54.  ii6i7,  12144 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Mulcahv  U  to  whether  the  sanc- 
tion of  Parliament  would  be  obtained 
before  the  Commonwealth  was  bound 
to  the  acquisition  of  any  property  for, 
3683 

Senator  Macfarhnc  as  to  wlicn  option 
for  purchase  of  lease  of  site  for,  would 
expire.  3683 

Senator  Millen  as  to  conflict  between 
answers  given  by  Senator  Best  and 
Sir  William  Lyne  on  subject  of  the 
acquisition  of  a  site  for,  3796 


EXTERNAL  KrrKlK— continued. 
London    Offices    of    the  Commoawealtb— 
continued. 

Questioni  by — 

Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  whether  copy 
of  cable  sent  by  Sir  William  Lyne  la 
connexion  with  the  site  would  be 
tabled,  3796 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  whether  negotia- 
tions for  lejse  of  site  were  being 
conducted  directly  with  Loo  don 
County  Council  or  through  an  agent, 
4144 

Senator  Milieu  as  to  negotiations  for 
the  acquisition  of  site,  4162 

Senator  Chataway  as  to  consultalioD 
with  Premier  of  Victoria  with  respect 
to  style  of  proposed  buildings,  4470 

Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  consultatipa 
with  Premier  of  States  other  than 
Victoria  with  respect  to  character  of 
proposed  buildings,  4470 

Senator  Walker  as  to  whether  offer 
made  for  site  has  been  accepted, 
4706 

Senator  Walker  as  to  negotiations  for 
acquisition  of  site.  5177,  5857 

Senator  Colonel  Ncild  as  to  present 
position  of  negotinlions  for  the  acqui- 
sition of  a  site,  7543 

Senator  Millen  as  to  reported  termina- 
tion of  negotiations  with  London 
County  Council,  7700 

Senator  Sayers  as  to  steps  being  takni 
to  secure  a  site,  8104 

House-  of  Refresentatives: 

Administration  in  London  of  Common- 
wealth Affairs,  supply,  1802,  1804 

Captain  Collins,  Duties  of.  suffly,  3624*5, 
3629,  3633-4.  3637.  9488-9 

Eslablishmeni  of,  supply,  180a,  1810-11; 
Budget,  2916-7,  8q66,  8970-5 

Expenditure   in,   supply,  9488 

Site  for,  Budget.  1641-2;  suffly,  1811, 
1875-6,  i87q-8o,  1882;  Budget,  2661. 
2917;  suffly,  3616-9^  :3622-76,  3740. 
11361 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Bowden   as  to  alleged  appoiotmeiri 

of  Mr.  Petherick  in,  2567 
Mr.   Knox    as  to   whether  Australian 

architects  would  be  given  an  oppor^ 

tunity  to  submit  competitive  designs 

for,  3732 

Mr.  Page  as  to  whether  Australian  la- 
bour and  materials  would  be  used  ia 
construction  of,  3732 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  whether  the  opinion 
of  the  Senate  wo-j'd  be  obtnined  be- 
fore the  Acting  Prime  Minister  ncgo- 
tiated  with  the  London  County  Coun- 
cil as  with  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment. 373a.  385* 

Mr.  B.  Smith  as  to  reason  for  delay  in 
submitting  vote  for,  3732 

Mr.  Liddell  as  to  consultation  with 
Premier  of  Victoria  with  respect  to 
type  of  buildings,  4622 

Mr.  Wise  as  to  stc^  tak«iv^dv:>Acqnire 
site.  464BigitizedbyTbO'ngT£^^ 
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External  Affars — eontinued. 

London  Offices  of  the  Commonwealth— cfffi- 
tinued—' 

QuestioDi  by — 

Mr.  Glynn  as  to  acquisition  of  site,  5308 
Mr.   Willis    as    to    design    for,    5209 ; 

as  to  offers  of  sites,  9952  ;  as  to  whether 

final  arrangements  bad  yet  been  made 

for  purchase  of  site,  6676,  7399,  12155 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  speeches  delivered  in 

London  by  Captain  Collins,  7111 
Mr.  Kelly    as  to  means  of  supplying 

information    to,    on  Commonwealth 

affairs,  9476-7 
Mr.  B.  Smith   as  to  position  of  Captain 

Collins  in  London,  9476 

Makine  Survevs. 
Senate : 

M.irine    Survey    of    Norlii  west  Coast  of 

Tasmania,  sufply,  sJiiio,  5fWi5,  6324-5 

Marin<-  Survey  of  North-west  Coast  of 
Western  Australia,  suffly,  5880,  5884-5, 

6.147 

Motion  by  Senator  de  Largie  for  tabling 
of  correspondence  with  Imperial  Govem- 
Dient  on  Marine  Survey  of  the  North- 
west coast  of  Australia,  650 

Questions  by  Senator  de  Largie  as  to  steps 
taken  to  provide  for  survey  of  north- 
west coast,  7702,  8868;  as  to  need  for, 
11864;  as  to  expenditure  of  Common- 
wealth money  on  survey  of  Tasmanian 
coast,  11985 

Heuse  of  Refresentatives : 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  liedf^es  as  to  Commotawealth  con- 
tribution to  cost  of  Marme  Survey  of 
North-West  Coast  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia by  Admiralty,  2450 

Mr,  Mahon  as  to  Marine  Survey  of 
North-Wrst  Coast  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia, z4i;o 

Mr.  H.iniford  as  lo  whether  survey  of 
Ncirth-Wesi  Coast  is  to  be  made,  4519 

Sir  Juhn  Forrest  as  to  informaOou  in 
possession  of  Government  with  respect 
to  survey  of  North-west  Coast  of  Aus- 
tralia, 72.1'),  8929 

Mr.  Watson  as  to  acquisition  of  an  Aus- 
tralian survey  ship,  8930 

Medicat.  Degsees. 

Jleuse  of  Represenlalives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Maloney  as  to  registra- 
tion of,  10574 

Met  roROT  OGicAL  Scrvey  [See  Niukod  POLAt 
Expeditio.n]. 

New  Caledonia. 

House  of  Representatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Bruce  Smith  as  to  dif- 
ferential treatment  of  French  and  Aus- 
tralian Merchants  trading  with,  6418 

New  Guinea  [See  Papua]. 


EXTEENAL  ArTKOiS—eoniiHued. 
New  Guimca,  Gehiam. 
Senate: 


dis- 


Question   by  Senator   Lynch  as   to  d 
abilities  of  British  subjects  in,  11678 

[See  Papl'a] 


New  HEBBiras. 
Senate : 

Assistance  to  British  Settlers,  address,  62; 

tufflp  5S86.  5893 
Australian    Settlers    in.    Treatment  of, 

"ttfiy*  "485 
Mail  Service,  suffly,  5885 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Walker  as  to  admission  under 
special  Tariff  conditions  of  British- 
grown  produce,  4245 

Senator  Walker  as  to  grants  to  British 
malic-growers  in,  4708 

Senator  Chataway  as  (o  whether  it  is 
a  condition  of  the  grants  to  British 
maize-growers  in,  that  they  shall  em- 
ploy only  white  labour,  4708,  4895 

Senator  Millen  as  to  appointment  of 
French  Judge  to  Joint  Commission, 
8867 

House  of  Refreseniatives: 

Australian  settlers,  treatment  of,  suffly, 
9411 

Ap|)ointment  of  English  Judge  to  Joint 

Commission,  suffly,  9410 
Policy  of  Commonwealth  with  respect  to, 

suffly.  9410-3,  9415,  94i9>95i3-3>  9514-5 
Mail  Service,  suffly,  1806-12 

Motion  by  Mr.  Johnson  for  return  showing 
disbursement  of  vote  of  ;£5oo  for  assist- 
ance to  British  Settlers  in,  470 

Motion  by  Mr,  Johnson  for  return  show- 
ing value  of  British  imports  and  exports 
between  Australia  and,  1378 

Taxation  of  imports  from,  suffly,  9410-I1 
9413-4 

Trading  Facilities  with,  suffly,  11364 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  whether  steps  have 
been  taken  under  the  New  Hebrides 
Convention  for  appointment  of  Joint 
Court  for  the  settlement  of  disputes, 
647 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  basis  of  distribution 
of  grant  of  l$oo,  1413,  1596 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  breach  by  French 
traders  of  terms  of  Anglo-French  Con- 
vention, atai 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook  as  to  whether  (he 
Government  declined  to  consider  the 
grievances  of  the  Presbyterian  Mis- 
sion in  the,  3268,  3301,  3419 

Mr.  Baraford  as  to  tenders  for  mail 
service  to,  3508-9;  Mr.  Tudor,  3508 

Mr.  B.  Smith  as  to  differential  treat- 
ment of  French  and  British  settlers, 
6418 

Mr.   Maloney  as  to  ejlicacy  of  virus 
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ExnRNAL  Afpaibs — eaniimted. 
New  Hebrides — continued. 
Questions  bjr — 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  desirability  of  ap- 
pointing British  Judge  to  Joint  Com- 
mission; and  as  to  transfer  of  centre 
of  British  administration  from  Fiji  to 
Sydney,  8818 
Mr.   Bowden    as  to  preferential  trade 

with,  8029 
Mr.  J.  Thomson   as  to  alleged  neglect 
of    interests    of    British  residents, 
10700 

Mr.  Harper  as  to  establishment  of 
Joint  Court,  10788 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  representations  to  Im- 
perial authorities  concerning  grave 
condition  of  affairs  in,  10877 

Mr.  B.  Smith  as  to  urgency  of  ap- 
pointment of  British  Commission  to, 
ir3a6 

\See  Pacific  Islands.] 

New  Zealand. 
Senate : 

Motion  by  Senator  Best  that  a  message 
of  congratulation  be  sent  to,  on  the  as- 
sumotion  of  the  title  of  "  Dominicm," 
381 1 

Reply  to  message  of  congratulation,  4036 
Question  by  Senator  Walker  as  to  whether 
a  congratulatory  message  would  be  sent 
to,  on  the  assumption  of  the  title  of 
"  Dominion,"  3795 

House  of  Representativet : 

Motion  by  Mr.  Deakin  that  a  message 
congratulation  be  sent  to,  on  assumption 
of  title  of  "  Dominion,"  38,';a-.'^ 
Reply  to  message  of  congratulation,  4083 
Question  by  Mr.  Thomas  as  to  freight 
on  State  importations,  5802 

Norfolk  Island. 
Senate : 

Transfer  to  Commonwealth,  Objection  of 
Residents  to,  suffly,  11486 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Maloney  as  to  making 
the  island  a  Territory  of  the  Common- 
wealth, 9957 

*'  NiuROD "  Polar  Expedition. 

Senate  ■■ 

Questions  by  Senator  Neild  as  to  grant  in 
aid  of,  7701,  7754;  applications  for, 
7»49 

House  of  Refresentciivss: 

Motion  by  Mr,  Deakin  for  printing  of 
letter  from  Professor  David,  7492;  de- 
bated, 7492-3;  agreed  to,  7493 

Question  by  Mr,  Crouch  as  to  promise 
that  Lieutenant  Shackleton  would  com- 
plete meteorological  and  electric  survey 
of  Australia,  10875 


External  AiFVkas—cotUinued. 

NORTHERM  TEBBITORT. 
Senate : 

Agreement  for  transfer,  address,  78,  401 ; 

suffly,  183S-6,  1830,  1849-SO.  "53-5 
Expenditure  in,  suffly,  1948,  3809,  tiaoo, 

1 1370 

Transfer  of,  to  Commonwealth,  address. 
10,  50,  60,  14a,  263,  282,  095,  357,  374, 
381;  suffly.  183s,  1849,  1861,  3809; 
o^j-,  9735-43 

Visit  of  Parliamentary  Party  to,  address, 

<5i  78.  141.  aSt 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Findlev  as  to  whether  Govern- 
mcnt  of  South  Australia  will  be  re- 
quested to  discontinue  sales  of  land 
until  the  agreement  with  the  Common- 
wealth for  transfer  of,  has  been  dealt 
with,  828,  1 130 

Senator  Cfaataway  at  to  mining  de- 
velopment in,  830,  931,  1 130 

Senator  Symon  as  to  elimination  from 
Agreement  for  transfer  of  conditims 
with  respect  to  proposed  constniction 
of  transcontinental  railway  from  Kal- 
goorlie  to  Port  Augusta,  1332,  1330 

Senator  Millen  as  to  when  the  Senate 
would  be  afforded  an  opportunity  to 
discuss  proposed  Agreement  for  trans- 
fer of,  1232;  Senator  Sir  Josiab 
Symon,  9041,  9421 

Senator  Walker  as  to  printing  and  cir- 
culation of  Agreement  for  transfer 
ofi  1145 

Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  transfer  Of,  is 
relation  to  suggested  construction  of 
linking  railway  by  Queensland  Go- 
vernment, 5084 

Seaator  Dobson  as  to  whether  the  Go- 
vernment intended  to  preserve  rights 
bond  fide  acquired  in  respect  of  lands 
in,  8554,  8610 

Senator  McGregor  as  to  steps  to  be 
taken  in  respect  of  lessees  or  con- 
ditional purchasers  in,  who  have  for- 
feited their  rights  through  non-fulfil- 
ment of  conditions,  8854 

Senator  Symon  as  to  whether  it  would 
not  be  wise  to  acquire  the,  before  de- 
ciding how  lands  and  residents  are  to 
be  dealt  with,  8554 

Senator  Gray  as  to  appointment  of 
Royal  Commission  to  secure  informa- 
tion before  Parliament  is  asked  to 
consent  to  transfer,  8699 

House  of  Representatives: 

Agreement  for  transfer,  address^  to6,  169, 

190,  239-41;  suffly,  3327 
Alienation  of  lands  in,  adj.,  2346 
Auditing  of  Accounts  of,  suffly,  qq;o 
Development  of,  Budgrt,  1642,  31 16 
Expenditure  on,  under  Agreement,  Budget, 

2465 

Motion  by  Mr.  Johnson  for  return  showing 
particulars  of  all  lands  alienated  is, 
469;  questions,  2566,  4413 

Motion  by  Mr.  J.  H.  CatU,  for  return 
showing  area  and  value  of  Crown  and 
alienated  lands  and  particulars  of  re- 
venue and  expend  I  ture^UkSi^ ;  adj., 
3362;  question,  4519  ^ 
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External  Affairs — coniinued. 
Northern  Territory — continued. 
Settlement  in,  sufply,  9722 
Transfer  of,  to  Commonwealth,  address, 
106,  121,  128,  162,  t86,   190,  322,  239, 
325.  327.  33>.  345.  347  i  Budget.  2133, 
3271,  2605,  3970,  3273;  suffly,  33J3-4 
Visit  of  Parliamentary  Party  to,  addrWt 

ia8,  339 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Fuller   as  to  conditions  on  which 
land   is  held   by    private  compamesi 
158;  Mr.  Glynn,  158 
Mr.  Batcbelor   as  to  report  on  finances 
of,  194 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts  as  to  suggested  resump- 
tion of,  bv  British  Government,  to  be 
populated  with  falackt  from  India,  and 
right  of  British  Government  to  re> 
sume,  1280;  Mr.  Glynn,  1380 

Mr.  H.  Willis  as  to  whether  negotia- 
tions for  transfer  are  stiU  proceeding, 
and,  it  so,  whether  the  Prime  Min- 
ister has  noticed  that  the  South  Au3< 
tralian  Government  are  adding  to  the 
debt  of  the  Territory,  6738 

Mr.  Gly&Q  as  to  passing  by  South  Aus- 
tralian Parliament  of  motion  affirming 
ccmditions  of  transfer  of,  7112  ' 

Sir  John  Forrest  as  to  when  Bill  to 
ratify  Agreement  would  be  submitted, 
9100 

Sir  John  Forrest  as  to  necessity  for 
referendum  of  electors  of  South  Aus- 
tralia to  give  effect  to  proposed  trans- 
fer of,  to  Commonwealth,  9480 

Mr.  Sampson  as  to  when  agreement 
will  be  dealt  with,  10534 

Mr.  Poynton  as  to  purchase  and  dis- 
tribution tff  Mr.  Searcy's  work  on, 
10786 

Oltufun  Gahis. 

House  of  Representatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Maloney  as  to  subsidiary 
fund  to  defray  expenses  of  Australian 
competitors  at,  9388 

Pacific  Islands. 
Souse  of  Represeniatives: 

Mail  service  to,  supply,  1806,  1810,  1812 
Motion  by  Mr.  Johnson  for  return  show- 
ing value  of  British  imports  and  exports 
between  Australia  and,  1378 
Policy  of  the  Commonwealth  with  respect 
to.  supply,  9410-3,  9415,  9419,  9512.3, 
95 '4-5 

Trade  with  Commonwealth,  suffly.  i8o6- 

7,  1812 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  D.  Thomson  as  to  position  of 
Australian  claims  in  connexion  with 
treatment  of  Australian  vessels  trad- 
ing to  German  Islands,  6813,  7350 

Mr.  Bamford  as  to  tenders  for  mail 
service  to,  and  terminal  port,  350S-9; 
Mr.  Tudor,  3508 


External  Aff.^ibs — continued. 
Papua. 
Senate : 

Administration  of,  address,  61 ;  Budget, 
1642 ;  supply,  4(921,  10296-302,  1141^-5, 
11506-13 

Administrator,    appointment    of,  supply, 

10297-300 ;  adj.,   1 1698-700 
Annual     Keport     of     Administrator  of, 

supply,  Stjfiso 
Development  of,  supply,  5885,  10301-2 
Free-trade  with,  address,  62 
Labour  Ordinance,  adj.,  11698-700 
Land,    administration    in,    supply,  8921, 

1 '483-5,   1 1506-13,   1 1520 
Mail  Service  to,  supply,  5885 
Motion  b}r  Senator  i'earce  for  return  of 
all  officials  employed  in  administratioo 
of,  8869 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Fearce   as  to  report  on  copper 
fields,  and  monthly  reports  of  Direc- 
tor of  Mines  and  Agriculture,  353 
Senator  Chataway   as  to  conditions  for 

tenders  for  steam  service  to,  1926 
Senator  Pearce  as  to  tabling  of  report 
of  Mines  and  Lands  Department,  7^01 
Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  communication 
from  unoflScial  members  of  Legislative 
Coimcil  on  withholding  of  Assent  to 
Land  Ordinance,  8700 
Senator  Pearce   as  to  alleged  massacres 
in,  9237 

Senator  Pearce    as   to   circulation  of 

copies  of  Ordinances,  9353 
Sraator  Millen  as  to  action  of  Governor 
of  German  New  Guinea  in  disputed 
territory,  rijoo 
Senator  Givens    as  to  appointment  of 
Administrator  at  an  early  date,  ir678 
Bouse  of  Representatives : 

Acting  Administrator,  adj.,  9794-5 
Administration   of,    address,    108,  174; 
supply.   6389,    897s,    8977-8,  9396-405. 
9409,  9412,  9418,  9419,  9420,  9491-501, 
9506-9 

Administrator,    appointment  of,  suffly, 

9405.  9495.  950>-6.  95<*^.  95" 
Death    rate    of     Natives    employed  in 

mines,  supply,  6289-90,  9394 
Development  of,  sup-fiy.  6289,  9407,  9409- 

10,  9414,  9503 
Employment    and    treatment   of  Natives, 

sutfly,  9393-6,  9398.  9404 
English,  compulsory  teaching  of,  suffly, 

9420,  9490 

Enforced  Native  Labour,  suffiy,  1 1375 
Evidence  given  before  Royal  Commission, 

address,  174-8 
Hut  Tax,  suggested,  supply,  11375 
Mail  Service,  supply,  11358,  11360-1 
Mail  Service,  coloured  labour  in,  suffly, 

94»3 

Motion  by  Mr.  Johnson,  for  return  show- 
ing value  of  British  imports  and  exports 
between  Australia  and.  1378 

Motion  by  Mr.  McWilliams,  for  return 
giving  particulars  with  respect  to  em- 
ployment of  Native  labourers,  0300 

Motion  by  Mr.  Bowd^,  for  return  of 
particuIart-^^M^&pice  of,  11390 

Ordmances  ordered  to  oe  prmted,  9582 
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ErriKNAL  Affairs — caiUinmed. 
Papua — c  onlinu  ed. 
Questions  by — 
Hr.  Bamford   as  to  telegraph  communi* 

cation  with,  401; 
Mr.   Bamfoit]    as  to  tenders   for  mail 
service  to  Papua,  Solontoo  Islands,  and 
New   Hebrides,  3joS-();   Mr.  Tudor, 
3508 

Mr.  Mafaon  as  to  object  of  ordinances 
with  regard  to  removal  of  aboriginal 
natives,  4309,  44" 

Mr.  Bowdeo  as  to  appointment  of  Com- 
mittee to  report  upon  ordinaacei 
paised  by  Executive  Council  of,  4310 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  installation  of  wire- 
less telegraphic  communication  with, 
at  places  requiring  no  special  defence, 
43" 

Mr.  Page  as  to  land  settlement  in,  4646 

Mr.  McDonald  as  to  appointments  of 
Government  Agent  at  Kigo.  and  Com- 
mandant of  Police,  4958 

Mr.  McWilliams  as  to  condition  ol 
natives  working  in  minesi  6725 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  taxation  of  natives, 
6813 

Mr.  Bamford  as  to  rights  of  Mr.  Wick- 
ham  with  respect  to  Conflict  Group,  in 
view  of  delay  in  passing  Fapua  Bill, 
7248 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  representations  to 
secure  assent  to  amendment  of  land 
regulations  to  permit  of  wholesale 
purchase  of  native  lands,  88t6 

Mr.  Bowdeo  as  to  early  appointment 
of  Administrator ;  and  whether  Judge 
Murray  would  be  appointed,  9091 

Mr.  Mabon  as  to  appointment  of  Ad- 
ministrator; and  as  to  work  of  act- 
ing Administrator,  9476 

Mr.  Wilks  as  to  separation  of  judicial 
from  administrative  power  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  Administrator,  9476 

Mr,  Kelly  as  to  suspension  of  Sur- 
veyor-General of,  9761 

Mr.  McWilliams  as  to  immediate  ap- 
pointment of  Administrator,  9763 

Mr.  McWilliams  as  to  steps  taken  to 
determine  cause  of  high  rate  of  mor- 
tality amongst  natives,  9766 

Mr.  Mahon  as  to  fortnightly  mail  ser- 
vice to,  9953 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts  as  to  land  scandals  in, 
9956 ;  Mr.  Page,  10077 

Mr.  Willis  as  to  whether  Sir  William 
McGregor  is  in  a  position  to  consider 
an  appointment  as  Administrator, 
10077 

Mr.  Willis  as  to  whether  Mr.  Stani- 
forth  Smith  wai  aware  that  an 
officer  sitting  with  him  on  the 
Land  Boird  was  interested  in  an  ap- 
plication before  the  Board,  10131 

Mr.  Kelly  ai  to  whether,  in  view  of 
statements  by  Bishop  Stone-Wigg, 
some  person  new  to  the  service  would 
be  appointed  Administrator,  roi78 

Mr.  Froser  as  to  appointment  of  Ad- 
ministrator before  prorogation  of 
Parliament,  roi78 


ExTKKNAL  Affairs— ftrn/fiivr J. 
Papua — continued. 
Questions  by — 
Mr.   Mahon    as  to  suggested  appoint- 
ment  of   Mr.    H.    W.    Champion  at 
Treasurer  of  Papua,  10178 
Mr.    O'Malley    as    to    limitation  of 
tenure  of  land  leases  to  ten  years. 
„"57S 

Mr.  Bowden    as  to  alleged  massacre  of 

natives,  10606 
Mr.  McWilliams   as  to  terms  of  teases 

held     by     Messrs.     Buchanan  and 

Charpentier,  10606,  ro65a 
Mr.  Kelly    as  to  source  of  statements 

concerning  dissensions  in,  loAo? 
Mr.  Johnson  as  to  land  transactions  in, 

and    Mr.     Drummond's  suspension, 

10878,  1174a 
Mr.  D.  Tliomson    as  to  efforts  to  alter 

boundary  between  German  New  Guinea 

and,  10965 
Mr.  Willis    as  to  steps  taken  to  fill 

vacancies  in  Civil  Service  of,  11054 
Mr.  Knox  as  to  taxation  of  Natives  of, 

11158 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  reported  encounter 
with  natives,  11182;  as  to  action  of 
German  officials  in  connexion  with  sur- 
vey of  boundary  between  German 
New  Guinea  and,  11333,  11^85;  as  to 
printing  of  Ordinances,  iitSa 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown  as  to  alleged  un- 
satisfactory state  of  affairs  in;  steps 
taken  to  place  adminiitration  on  proper 
basis,  and  appointment  of  Adminis- 
trator. 11334 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  statement  of  Anglican 
Bishop  of ;  and  appointment  of  Ad- 
ministrator while  Parliament  is  silting, 
113*4 

Mr.  Mahon  as  to  whether  a  memoran- 
dum of  the  Legislative  Council  of, 
had  not  informed  the  Prime  Minister 
that  almost  the  whole  of  the  white 
population  are  in  favour  of  the  pc)-- 
maoent  appointment  of  the  acting  Ad- 
ministrator; as  to  whether  the  white 
population  bad  not  petitioned  to  the 
same  ellect,  11325 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  whether  the  recom- 
mendation in  favour  of  the  perma- 
nent appointment  of  the  acting  Ad- 
ministrator was  not  repudiated  by  cer- 
tain of  the  white  residents  of,  11335 

Mr.  McWilliams  as  to  defining  boun- 
dary between  German  Mew  Guinea 
and,  11385 

Mr.  Frazer  as  to  whether  the  acting 
Administrator  bad  approved  of  i,ands 
Department  Officials  holding  shares 
in  companies  applying  for  land, 
11421-2;  Mr.  D.  Thomson,  ZJ42J 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  calling  applications 
for  position  of  Administrator,  1153a; 
Mr.  Bowden,  11523 

Mr.  Frazer  as  to  association  of  Mr. 
Staniforth  Smith  with  land  scandals 
in,  iij^aa;  Mr,  Willis,  11533 

Mr.  Livingston  as  to  issue  of  Inttmc- 
tions  that  DO  more  tfAdvshiudE:^  sold 
in.  1  i5af  ifliti^ed     <J  OD^K^ 
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EXTEKNAL  Affairs — continued. 

Papua — CO  ntinued. 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  reasons  for  acting  Ad- 
miDUtrator's  references  to  lack  of  ad- 
ministrative experience  and  capacity 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Stanifurth  Smith, 

Mr.  Carr  as  to  whether  Mr.  Drummood 
had  exhausted  his  right  of  ap_peal, 

Mr.  McWilHams  as  to  preventing 
officials  being  interested  in  land 
transactions  in,  11524!  as  to  delay  in 
furnishing  return  of  indented  labour. 
1 1744 

Sir  John  Forrest  as  to  case  of  Mr. 
Drummond,  12199 

Mr.  Knox  as  to  tabling  of  papers  re- 
lating to  appointment  of,  and  charges 
against,  Mr.  Drummond,  12199 

Mr,  Carr  as  to  evidence  of  Mr.  Russell 
at  inquiry  into  charges  against  Mr. 
Drummond,  12199 

Mr.  Wilson  as  to  record  of  Mr.  Ardlie, 
and  his  connexion  with  land  scandals, 
12199 

Pearling  Fleets. 

iiouse  of  Repesentatives : 
Question  by  Mr.  Mahon  as  to  raids  upon, 
by  foreign  pirates,  81 

Philippines. 

House  of  Refresentaiives : 
Questions  by  Mr.  'Wise   as  to  restriction 
on  importations  of  butter  intb>  5210; 
Mr.  Maloney,  6726 

Portugal. 
Senate : 

Message  of  condolence  on  assassination  of 

King  and  Crown  Prince  of,  7791 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  message  of  con- 
dolence, 7794 ;  Senator  dc  Largie, 
7794 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  whether  the  Go- 
vernment would  send  a  message  of 
sympathy  with  the  people  of,  on  the 
outrage  of  their  liberties,  7795 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  whether  the  Go- 
vernment would  ascertain  the  truth  of 
the  allegation  that  the  late  King  of, 
had  usurped  despotic  power,  7841 

Prefereotiai.  Trade.    {See  Trade  akd  Cus- 
toms, "  Tariff,  General."] 

Premiers'  Comfbrence. 

Anti-Federal   attitude  of,   addrttt,  149, 
394,  400 
House  of  Refresentaiivei: 
Anti-Federal    attitude  ofj  addfess^  t6i; 

Budget,  3013,  -1217 
Proceedings  at,  su-pfly,  3316-7,  3141-a 
Statement  by  Mr.  Deakin  at,  11787 
Motion  by   Mr.  Johnson   for  printing  of 

memorandum  of,    as    a  Parliamentary 

Paper,  774 
Influence  of,  suf-ply,  3335 


External  Affairs — continued. 
Premiers'  Conference — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook  as  to  report  of,  470 
Mr.  Webster  as  to  bringing  position  of 
Bord-rr   Hospitals   under  notice  of, 
9194 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  whether  the  Prime 
Minister  proposed  to  discuss  Com- 
monwealth matters  with  the,  10785 

Mr.  Reid  as  to  further  Conference  of 
State  Premiers  with  representatives  of 
Commonwealth  Government,  11787;  as 
to  distribution  to  Federal  members  of 
copies  of  official  report  of  last,  12040 

[See  Coumonwealtb  and  States.] 

President  Roosevelt. 
House  of  Refresentaiives: 

Question  by  Mr.  O'Halley    as  to  whether 
;in. invitation  to  visit  Australia  would  be 
extended  to,  10756 
\See  American  Fleet,  Visit  of,] 

Quebec,  TERrENTENART  of. 
Senate  : 

Invitation  to  Prime  Minister  to  attend, 
announced,  9421 

House  of  Re^esenlatives : 

Invitation  to  Prime  Minister  announced, 

9474 

Radiits,  Tinnrd,  for  Imperial  Navy. 

House  of  Representatives : 
Question  by  Mr.  Livingston  as  to  supply 
of  tinned  rabbits  for  the  Imperial  Navy, 
10875 

Remoi'nts  for  India.    {See  India.] 

Shipping  Subsidy. 
House  of  Representatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Mahon  as  to  whether  the 
Government  would  subsidize  steamers 
proposed  to  be  run  by  Western  Austra- 
lian Government  in  the  North-West  Coast 
Service,  10784 

Shipping,  Coastal  TsAin.   [See  Treaties.] 

Singapore : 
Senate  : 

Subsidized  transport  of  Victorian  produce 
to,  supply,  6317,  6319 

Question  by — 

Senator  O'Logblio  as  to  agreement  with 
Archibald  Currie  and  Co.  for  carriage 
of  goods  from  Victoria  to,  5746 

Statltes, 

House  of  Representatives: 
Question  by  Sir  J.  Forrest  as  to  printing 
and  issuing  of,  tiiSa 


Stock 
Customs 


(State  q<f^rtfG^g{e= 
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External  Affairs— f^ii/iiiw^rf. 
SuNSHiNK  Railway  Accident. 
House  of  Represenialives: 
Ohs.  OD,  10482-3 

SvDNEY- Melbourne  Express. 
Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Colonel  Ncild  as 
to  alteiatioa  of  time  for  change  of 
trains  at  Albury,  1121;,  11301 

Suez  Canal. 
Haute  of  Refresentatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Knox  as  to  representa- 
tions  to  secure  reduction  of  canal  duest 
lOtSi 

TAHm. 

House  of  Refresentalives : 
Questions  by  Mr.  Bowden   as  lo  proposed 
transfer  of  from  France  to  Germany, 
3ro5;  Mr.  B.  Smith,  3734 

TiLLEiT,  Mr.  Ben,  Statements  by.   [See  Imih- 

GRATION.] 

Treaties. 

Senate : 

Anglo-Japanese    Treaty,    iuffly,  5867-73, 

5876 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  correspondence 
with  the  late  Right  Hon.  R.  J.  Seddon 
on  desirability  of  regarding  trade  be- 
tween the  doloDies  and  the  United 
Kingdom  as  coastal  trade  in  order  to 
avoid  clashing  with  treaties  made  with 
foreign  countries,  564 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  treaty  between 
Queensland  and  japan,  and  responsi- 
bility of  Commonwealth  Government 
in  connexion  therewith,  5561,  5858 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  whether  the  Go- 
vernment wilt  take  steps  to  denounce 
the  protocol  under  which  Queensland 
is  made  a  partv  to  the  Anglo- Japanese 
Treaty,  in  view  of  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada  declaring 
the  British-Columbia  Act  on  the  lines 
of  the  Commonwealth  Immigration 
Restriction  Act  to  be  unconstitutional, 
8507 

TRoncAi.  Dise.\ses. 
Senate  : 

Vote  for  study  of,  sUffly.  6348-0 

House  of  Representatives  : 
Vote  for  study  of,  supply,  6288,  9724 

Victorians  in  Western  Avstralia. 

House  of  Representatives  : 

Question  by  Mr.  O'Mallcy  as  to  accu- 
racy of  report  that  Victorian  Government 
proposed  to  repatriate  families  of  Vic- 
torians said  to  hnve  been  stranded  in 
Western  Auslrali-i,  976^ 


External  Affairs — continued. 
Western  Austraua. 
House  of  Representatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Mathews    as  to  crcatam 

of  new  State  of  porlion  of,  11743 
\See  "  Marine  Survets,'*  and  "  Sbifpixc 
Subsidy."] 

White  Ausiralia  Pouct. 
House  of  Refresentaiives: 

Advantages  of.  Budget.  2457-8,  2969,  2975; 

supply^  4024 
Cost  of,  Budget,  2975 

Question  by  Mr.  Crouch,  as  to  views  of 
Imperial  Authorities  concerning  Coni- 
monwealth  legislation  preventing  the 
employment  of  lascars  on  ocean -going 
vessels  trading  with  the  ComoMnwealth, 
»97.5 

WolfEN's  Work  ExasmoN. 
Senate  ■• 

Special  adjournment  to  enable  senators  to 
attend  opening  of,  4893-5 

House  of  Representatives: 
Grant  in  aid  of,  supply,  1787,  1798,  1804 
ois..  1866-7  J  supply,  1870-5,  1877,  1879. 
1880,  1883,  adj.,  2345 
Motion  by  Mr.  Mahon,  for  correspondence 
concerning  grant  of  jfi,ooo  in  aid  of, 
<977 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Mahon   as  to  whether  a  tfim  of 
jfi,ooo  had  been  granted  in  aid  of, 
<75<» 

Mr.  Mahon  as  to  whether  the  Gov  era- 
men  t  voluntarily  offered  a  grant  of 
/i,ooo  to  the  Women's  Work  Aisocii- 
tion  in  aid  of,  2336 

Mr.  Knox  as  to  adjournment  to  enable 
members  lo  attend  opening  of,  4646; 
Mr.  Salmon,  4955 

GOVBRNKBNT. 

AUTRORmr  OF. 

Senate  : 

Action  of  New  South  Wales  Govemmet 
in  defying,  2099 

Question — 

By  Senator  Millen,  as  to  maintainioe, 
2178 

House  of  Representatives: 

Action  of  New  South  Wales  Government 
in  defying,  ods.,  2120;  Budget,  3152-3, 
2)87-8,  2612,  2678,  2726-8,  2829,  2907-t>, 
3279;  ad;.,  2344-6;  supply,  3431,  3440;, 
6291 

Exercise  of,  in  regard  to  carriers'  licences, 

supply,  2896-9,  2904-5 
Questions — 
By  Mr.  Bowden  as  to  difficulty  arising 
out  of  seizure  of  wire  netting,  2230 1 
by  Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine,  2232;  by  Mr. 
Livingston,  2233;  by  Mr.  Hutchison, 
2561 ;  bv  Mr.  Page,  4309 
By  Mr.  Fisher  as M  intimation  from 

New  South  WaI^@f0^f@'o«  »<» 
seize  goods,  2231  O 
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GoyKKNVMKi—con/inutd. 
Authority  of — continued. 
Questions — 

By  Mi.  I'age  as  to  medical  examination 
of  Mr.  Carruthers,  2^J3;  a*  U>  amic- 
able settlement  of  dincrence  in  view 
of  resignation  of  Mr.  Carruthers,  4309 
By  Mr.  Johnson  as  to  exercise  of,  in 
regard  to  carriers*  licences,  26S7, 
3793;  by  Mr.  B.  Smith,  3687 

Constitution  of. 
Senate  : 

Appointment  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Cook  to  Cabi- 
net and  Executive,  obs.,  7652 

Changes  in,  obs.,  1130 

Question  by  Senator  Neild,  as  to  alteration 
in.  7544.  7569 
House  of  Representatives: 

Appointment  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Cook  to  Ex- 
ecutive  and  Cabinet,  ebt.,  SSitt;  tuffty, 
9482 

Changes  in,  obs.,  1085 

Election  of. 
House  of  Refresentaiives: 
Abolition  of  party  politics  in  favour  of. 
Budget,  2601 

ESTIUATtS. 

House  of  Refresentatfves : 

Loss  of  control  over  Estimates  by,  suffly,  ■ 
6280-8,  8830-3,  8835,  13098,  13180-6 

MnnsTEHS. 

Senate  : 

Mr.  Mauger,  charges  by,  against  Maitland 

Colliers,  adj.,  8354-64 
Senator  Best,  responsibility  of  Government 

for  statements  by,  suffly,  3926 
Sir  John  Forrest,  resignation  of  as  Trea- 
surer, obs.t  1130  J  suffly,  3820 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Neild    as  to  charges  by  Mr. 
Mauger    against    Maitland  colliers, 
8103,   8309,   8672 ;   as  to  address  by 
Mr,  Mauger  at  Sydney,  and  prohibi- 
tion of  similar  speeches,  8507 
Senators  Stewart,  Symon,  and  Gray,  as 
to  speech  by  Senator  Best,  11468 
House  of  Representatives : 

Mr.  Deakin,  absence  of,  address,  159,  ao6, 
227,  345,  408;  obs.,  193,  693-4;  Budget, 
3124,  3658 ;  attitude  of  Opposition  to 
during  illness,  exfl.,  693;  health  and 
return   of,   ex^.,   694;   adjt.^  1083-4, 

3230.  323»;  t^ffht  33*;';;  congratula- 
tions on  return,  obs.,  3735 ;  resumption 
of  leadership  by,  ways  and  means,  ^tij ; 
relations  to  Labour  Parlv  and  views  re- 
garding, address.  409-ao,  455-6;  suffly. 
1148-9 

Mr.  Mauf^er,  interest  of,  in  Hat  Indus- 
try, exfL,  6813 

Official  expenses  of  Ministers,  suffly, 
9483-7 

Sir  William  Lyne,  reference  to  Standard 
Oil  Company  having  the  "numbers  in 
its  bag,"  f.o.,  io97^-s;  obs.,  1097?^ 

Sir  John  Forrest,  resignation  of  as  Trea- 
surer, obs.,  1084*6 ;  Budget,  3366-7 


DVBKNUENT — continued. 
Ministers — continued. 
Questions  by — 
Mr.   Bowden,  health  of   Mr.  Deakin, 

3563 

Mr.  J.  Cook,  date  of  return  of  Mr. 
Deakin,  3621 

Mr.  Kelly,  acceptance  of  office  by  Sir 
Wm.  Lyne,  ri7o7 

Mr.  Liddell,  speech  by  Mr.  Ewiog,  77a 

Mr.  Liddell  and  Mr.  Watktns,  charges 
by  Mr.  Mauger  against  Maitland  col- 
liers, 8812 

Mr.  Reid,  illness  of  Mr.  Deakin  and 
Minister  acting  for,  397;  aspersions  on 
parents  of  children  in  East  Sydney, 
8818 

Mr.  Rcid,  preventing  disclosure  of  rela- 
tions of,  by,  I I 706 

Position  of. 
Senate : 

In  Parliament,  address,  40,  53,  64,  71-3, 
140-1,  293-5.  401 ;  supply,  3827,  3843-50 
On  New  Protection,  supply,  6340-44;  ois., 

7547-52,  7562-3,  7592.4,  7613,  7619-20 
Questions — 
By  Senator  Dobson  as  to,  on  New  Pro- 
tection, 7796 
By  Senator  Millen  as  to  whether  a  state- 
ment by  the  Treasurer  about  the  Tariff 
represents  the  views  of  the  Ministry, 
1 1863 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

In  Parliament,  address,  86,  too,  109-11, 
124,  306-7,  217-8,  241,  344,  346,  409-20, 
460;  expl.,  693;  Budget,  2124,  3143, 
2145,  2663,  3676,  3717-8,  3933;  suffly» 
1 2 187 

On  findings  of  Tariff  Commission,  Budget, 

3708-13,  2968,  2081 
On  New  Protection,  adj.,  6356-70 
On  Land  Taxation,  obs.,  9350 

On   Mr.  Webster's  amendment  to  "  Sup- 
ply "    motion,    supply,    10451-59 ;  obs., 
10460- 1  ;  adj.,  10461-2;  m.,  10464-83 
On  Mr.  Chanter's  amendment  to  "  Supply" 

motion,  suffly,  11330-57 
Question — 

By  Sir  John  Forrest  as  to  land  taxation 
being  part  of  policy  of  Government 
and  three  Ministers  voting  against  it, 
938990 

RESPONSIBItJTT  OF. 
Senate : 

Lease  of  site  in  London,  suffly,  3926-30 

Question — 
By  Senator  Stewart  as  to,  for  utterances 
of   each    Minister,  and   every  Other 
member  of  Parliament,  8309 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Abdication  of,  suffly,  11344-57 
Appointment  and  Remuneration  of  public 

servants.  Budget,  2350-1,  3460 
Declaration  of,  regarding  T&jiS,  .Budget, 

3469  le 

Restoration  of,  supply,  11271  ' 
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GovExmam— continued. 

SUPPORTIKS  OF. 

Senate  •• 

Criticinni  by,  and  votes  of,  tuf^y,  3827, 

Political  attitude  of  Senator  Cameron, 
addresS)  13 

House  of  Representaiivet: 

Number  of,  in  House,  Budget,  »m'S, 

2676 
Question — 

By  Mr.  Page  as  to  defeat  of  Govein- 
ment  candidate  havinji  been  cheered 
by.  q-jt 

aOYBRNOR-OBNBRAL. 

ARTlCtES  FOS  USE  OF. 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Free  admission  of.  Ways  and  Means,  7403-6, 
7418-ai 

COHTEITANCB  OF. 
House  of  Representatives: 

Charge    by    Railway    Departments  fo^, 

tutfiy»  3305 

DuTB  OF  First. 
Senate  : 

Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Best  for  a 
vote  of  condolence  with  widow  and 
family  of  the  Marquis  of  Linlithgow, 
8504;  seconded  by  Senator  Millen,  8504; 
debated  and  agreed  to,  8505;  reply  re- 
ported, 9040 

House  of  Sefresentatives  : 

Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Deakin  for  a 
vote  of  condolence  with  widow  and 
family  of  the  Marquis  of  Linlithgow, 
88i8i  seconded  by  Mr.  Reid,  debated 
and  agreed  to,  8819 ;  reply  reported, 
go88 

Despatches  from. 

House  of  Representatives : 
Questions — 

Dy  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  sending  all  com- 
munications for  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment to  the  King  instead  of  to  the 
Colonial  Office,  6406 
By  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  ri^bt  to  communi- 
cate directly  with  foreign  Governments 
on  subjects  of  mutual  interest,  lotSi 

Mhsagb  fkoh. 

House  of  Sefresentatives: 

■  Question  by  Mr.  ].  Cook  as  to  position  of 
House  in  regard  to  message  covering 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  10074 

Rbcoukbkdation  of  Honouks  bt. 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

(^)uestion  by  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  whether 
grant  of  Knighthoods,  and  Orders  to 
Australians  was  due  to,  1751 


GOVERNOK-GBNESAL— C«ft/MV«^. 

Residences  of. 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

£  revision  for  maintenance  of,  suffly^ 
3305,  9882-6 

Question  by  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  tenure  or 
term  on  which  the  Federal  Government 
hold  Melbourne  Government  House  and 
lands,  8815 

Successor  to. 
Senate : 

Appointment  of  Karl  of  Dudley  as,  an- 
nounced  by  Senator  Best,  935a 

Question  by  Senator  Millen,  as  to  date 
when  Earl  of  Dudley  will  enter,  upon 
his  duties,  935a 

House  of  Representatives: 

Appointment  of  Earl  of  Dudley  as,  an- 
nounced by  Mr.  Deakin,  9387 

Question  by  Mr.  Crouch,  if  Ministry 
were  consulted  by  Colonial  OflSce  re- 
garding new  appointment,  93S8 

HOHB  AFFAIRS. 

Agriculture. 

Senate : 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Cbataway  as  to  reported  estab- 
lishment of  Federal  Bureau  of,  and 
selection  of  Dr.  Maxwell  as  director, 
8365- 

Senator  Dobson  as  to  whether  steps 
will  be  taken  to  establish  a  Federal 
Bureau  of  before  the  meeting  of  the 
Premiers'  Conference,  8482 

Senator  Macfarlanc  as  to  whether  the 
Government  intend  to  establish  a 
Bureau  of  with  or  without  the  ap- 
proval of  the  States  Governments, 
8505-6 

Representatives  : 

Decision  of  Inter-State  Conference  of 
Fruit-growers,  address,  87,  130 

Establishment  of  Federal  Bureau  of, 
Budget,  2915 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Hedges  as  to  circulation  of  report 
by  Survevor-General  of  South  Aus- 
tralia On  Campbell  system  of  farm- 
ing in  America,  Q765 

Mr.  Willis,  as  to  when  Bill  to  e&iablish 
a  Commonwealth  Bureau  of,  would  t>f 
introduced,  11338 

Mr.  Salmon  as  to  whether  the  Govern- 
ment will  take  action  during  the  re- 
cess to  assist  ruraT  industries  bv  es- 
tablishing a  Federal  Bureau  of,  1215S 


I 
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Home  Afv^niS—cantinufd. 
Electoral. 
Senate  : 

Administrution,  supply,  1856 
Amendment  of  Act,  suffty,  6151,  12145 
Compulsory  voting,  address,  147 
Condu-t  of   General   Elections,  address, 

17,  78,  146,  MI,  ao6,  .184 
Electoral  Reform,  supply,  '1856 
Interference  with  Voters  in  Corio  Election, 

adj.,  2446-^ 
Motion  by  Senator  Pearce  that  the  time 
has  arrived  for  the  adoption  of  a  ma- 
chine for  voting  purposes;  that  a  De- 
partmental inquiry  be  instituted  to  test 
machines  with  a  view  to  adoption  of  an 
effective  machine;  that  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  be  in- 
vited, ia6a;  debated,  1268-75;  agreed 
to,  127s 

Offices,  Western  Australia,  supply,  10304-5 
Preferential  Vote,  address,  17,  28,  6t,  78, 
401 

Rolls,  compilation  of,  supply,  11617-20 

Voliiif;  machines,  address,  306 

Questions  by — 
Senator  Pearce  as  to  trial  of  voting  ma- 
chines,  131,  3798,  7543,  8698,  11383, 
»>47»-3 

Senator  Dobson  ai  to  introduction  of 
legislation  to  provide  for  compulsory 
voting.  650 

Senator  Stewart  ns  to  State  referendum 
on  the  Bible  in  State  schools  at  next 
Federal  elections  in  Queensland,  3283, 

Senator  McGregor  as  to  whether  tele- 
gram read  by  Seuator  Neild  re  elec- 
tion of  Mr.  Dooley  for  State  elec- 
torate of  Hartley  in  New  South 
Wales,  was  not  a  bogus  telegram,  3233 

Senator  Henderson  as  to  inquiry  into 
alleged  interference  with  voters  in 
Corio  election,  3364,  436a 

Senator  W.  Russell  as  to  discovery  of 
ballot  papers  for  Senate  election  im 
South  Australia,  said  to  have  been 
burnt,  3364 

Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  delay  in  de* 
claration  of  result  of  Senate  election 
in  South  Australia,  8423 

Senator  Sayers  as  to  transmission  of 
election  returns  by  telegraph,  8423 

Senator  Mulcahy  as  to  what  would 
happen  if  at  an  election  postal  votes 
were  lost  or  destroyed,  8423 

Senator  Neild  as  to*  senators  being  de* 
dared  elected  on  telegraphic  returns, 
8423 

Senator  Millen  as  to  qualifications  of 
mechanical  engineer  advising  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  use 
of  voting  machines,  8698 

Senator  Chatawav  as  to  publication  of 
revised  rolls,  q6'^i 

Senator  Needham  as  to  introduction  of 
Bill  (to  amend  the  Electoral  Act, 
9633.  9796 

Senator  Savers  as  to  purging  of  Fede- 
ral and  State  rolls  at  the  same  time, 
9633 


Home  Affairs — continued. 
Electo  ra  1 — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Givens  as  to  when  papers  re- 
lating to  delay  of  nomination'  paper 
at  Bowen  would  be  tabled,  q735 

Senator  Mulcahy  as  to  whether  mem- 
bers of  Parliament  would  be  given  an 
opportimity  to  inspect  voting  machines, 
"472 

Senator  Turley  as  to  objections  issued 
in  connexion  with  compilation  of  rolls 
for  Queensland  electorates,  11983 
Senator  Findley  as  to  practice  in  deal- 
ing with  names  objected  to,  11984 
House  of  Representatives  : 

Accommodation    for    Electoral  Officers, 

supply,  8S^v4 
Administration,  supply,  9768-73,  9888-q 
Allowances  to  Registrars,  supply,  9768 
Bible  reading  in  State  Schools  Referen- 
dum, adj.,  3970 
Burning  of  Ballot  Papers,  South  Austra- 
lian Senate  Election,  supply,  S859-61 
Conduct    of    General    Elections,  address. 

Co-operation    with    States  Departments, 

supply,  ()768-7i 
Cost  of  Elections,  supply,  1&08 
Cost  of  printing  and  distribution  of  rolls, 

regulations,  &C.,  supply.  qSS6,  9888 
Delay  in  declaration  of  poll  for  Senate 

election   for   South  Australia,  supply, 

8855-60 

Electoral  Reform,  address,  106,  179,  194, 

343;   supply,  9768-73 
Interference  by   Members   of  Parliament 

in  State  and  Federal  elections,  Budget, 

3981 

Motion  by  Mr.  Thomas  for  report  from 
Postal  officials  acting  as  Returning 
Officers,  698 ;  debated,  ^ot-718 ;  amdt. 
by  Mr.  Storrer,  substituting  "  Federal " 
for  "Postal,"  713;  agreed  to,  714;  m. 
as  amended  withdrawn,  718 

Message  from  Senate  announced  inviting 
concurrence  m  motion  for  the  adoption 
of  a  machine  for  voting  purposes^  1325 

Postal  Ballot  Papers,  Date  Stampmg  of, 
supply,  2891-3,  2901-3 

Postal  Officials,  Employment  of,  at  Elec- 
tions, supply,  2894 

Preferential  Vote,  address,  191 

Rolls,  condition  of,  address,  105,  333 

Vacancy  in  representation  of  South  Aus- 
tralia in  Senate,  address,  179,  214 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Tudor  as  to  action  taken  in  respect 

of  alleged  irregularities  at  Barwon 
polling  booth,  194 

Mr.  Glynn  as  to  return  of  candidates 
at  elections  declared  void,  404;  Mr. 
Tilley  Brown,  977;  Mr.  Poynton,  978 

Mr.  J.  Thomson  as  to  amendment  of 
regulations  to  enable  postal  votes  to 
be  obtained  on  application  to  elec- 
toral registrars,  iiSi 

Mr.  D.  Thomson  as  to  cost  of  print- 
ing rolls,  159b 

Mr.  McDonald  as  ta^ate  stamping  of 
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Home  Affaiss — continued. 

Electoral — continued. 
Qucslions  by — 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  proposed  State  referen- 
dum OD  religious  instructioa  in  State 
schools  in  Queensland  during  Federal 
elections,  a688 

Mr.  Hedges  as  to  tests  of  votiag  ma- 
chines, 2890 

Mr.  Fairbaim  as  to  amalf^amation  of 
Commonwealth  and  State  Electoral 
Departments,  3300 

Mr.  Webster  as  to  particulars  of  num- 
bers added  to  and  removed  from 
rolls  in  1906,  9847 

Mr.  Salmon  as  to  alteration  of  repre- 
sentation of  Victoria  in  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, 10484 ;  by  Mr.  D. 
Thomson,  10535 

Mr.  Mathews  as  to  method  of  compiling 
rolls,  11358,  11337 

Mr.  McDonald  as  to  new  rolls,  11358, 

Mr.  Batchelor  as  to  joint  compilation  of 
Commonwealth  and  State  rolls,  11258, 
11327,  11330 

Mr.  O'Malley    as  to  striking  of  names 
ofl  Darwin  roll,  11359 
'         Mr.  Tudor  as  to  practice  in  striking  of 
namesofl  rolls,  11359;  Mr.  Hutchison, 
11359  >  Livingston,  11359 

Mr.  Mathews  as  to  whether  returning 
officers  have  been  tnslructod  to  be  pre- 
pared for  a  genera]  election,  ir359 

Mr.  Batchelor  as  to  whether  electoral 
officers  will  be  instructed  that  the  ob- 
ject of  expenditure  on  the  compilation 
of  rolls  t$  to  insure  the  enrolment  of 
all  entitled  to  vote,  and  not  for  an  op- 
posite purpose,  11259 

Mr.  Willis  as  to  whether  in  compiling 
rolls  Commonwealth  officers  relied 
upon  information  supplied  hy  States 
officials,  ri327 

Mr.  Glynn  as  to  assimilation  of  Com- 
monwealth and  State  franchise,  11337 

[•'Vacanct    in    Sbnatx,"    tee  pAtUAiiENT; 
"  Candidates,  Expenses  op,"  see  Thkasury.] 

Federal  Capital. 
Senate  : 

Cost  of  Establishment  of,  sufply,  1835 

Expenditure  on,  suffly,  3831 

Selection  of  Site  of,  address,  12,  18,  53, 
6<.  m6,  355.  375.  4oa;  supfly.  6311, 
6313.  6335,  6331;  Custcms  Tarif  Bill, 
7S47>  7552 

Motion  by   Senator  Best   for  printing  of 
correspondence  between    Prime  Minister 
and  Premier  of  New  South  Wales,  7755 
Motion  by  Senator  Best  for  printing  of 
further     correspondence     in  connexion 
with,  10369 
Motion  by  Senator  Keating  for  return  to 
Home  Affairs  Department  of  mups  re- 
ferred to  in  report  on  Canberra  water 
supply,  10369 
Questions  by — 
Senator  W.  Russell   as  to  arrangements 
made  to  enable  senators  to  visit  Can- 
berra and  other  proposed  sites,  838; 
by  Senator  O'Loghlin,  829 


HotfE  ArFAiRS — ecntinued. 
Federal  Capital — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Meild  as  to  introduction  of  Bit) 
dealing  with,  5979;  by  Senator  W. 
Russell,  tatoi 
Senator  Neild  as  to  effect  of  speech  by 
Senator  Dobson  as  to  intention  of  Go- 
vernment to  deal  with  question  after 
Christmas  adjournment,  6407 
Senator  Fearce  as  to  steps  taken  to  give 
effect  to  Seat  of  Government  Act, 
8039 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  grants  of  money 
for  further  visits  to  sites,  and  repeal 
of  Seat  of  Government  Act  1904,  ^>y7 

Senator  Ncild  as  to  visit  of  inspectioa 
to  Tooma  site,  10003 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Delay  in  settlement  of  question,  Bttdgtt, 

2731-2;  suffly,  2895,  2899-900,  8823-5, 

8829-31,  8835-8,  8845,  8861 
Expenditure    upon,    Budget,    2271,  2465, 

3116,  3190;  suffly,  3339 

Reports  upon  sites  by  Sir  John  Forrest, 

address,  224 
Selection  of  Site  of,  addrestt  107,  toS,  119, 

123,  i6i,  168,  187,  313.  336;  adj.,*iA. 

314;  address,  335,  32S,  463;  1469; 

suffly,   1869,   1876-8,   1880-2;  Budget, 

3371,    3"7-8,   3»»7-9.  3aii-a;  m/^Tj-. 

8932,  9887-8 
Visits    of    Inspecticu,    cost   oft  suffly, 

6289,  9886 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Watson  as  to  water  supply  at  Can- 
berra, 193 

Mr.  Johnson  ag  to  resolutions  of  Pre- 
mier's Conference,  297 

Mr.  Webster  as  to  whether  an  oppor- 
tunity would  be  aSorded  new  mem- 
bers to  visit  Tooma  before  legislatioa 
to  decide  the  question  is  attempted, 
773.  7460 

Mr.  Lidiiell  as  to  the  readiness  of  the 
Government  of  New  South  Wales  to 
afTord  f aci I ities  to  members  to  visit 
Canberra,  773 

Mr.  Reid,  as  to  postponement  of  visit  of 
inspection,  1379 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  when  question  will  be 
submitted  for  consideration,  26:0-1, 
3508,  7111;  Mr..  Hall,  3508,  3733J  Mr. 
Wilks,  7459;  Mr.  J.  H.  Catts,  8S14; 
Mr.  Reid,  8814;  Mr.  H.  Willis.  8927: 
Mr.  J.  Cook,  9091,  9953;  Mr.  Kelly, 
9842;  Mr.  Bowden,  9953 

Mr,  Thomas  Brown  as  to  communica- 
tions with  New  South  Wales  Govern- 
ment and  additional  information  as  to 
Canberra  site,  5237 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  maps  appended  to 
report  on  Canberra  water  supply. 
7111;  as  to  visits  of  inspection  dur- 
ing Christmas  adjournment,  7460 

Mr.  Bamford  as  to  exhibition  in  Lobby 
of  views  of  Canberra,  8814 

Mr.  Webster  as  to  whether  facilities 
would  be  a0orde|r''foi^fb|bi|ion  of 
views  ofDiri6(6ffilit^8g?P*-'^l*- 


July  3,  J907,  to  June  5, 190S. 
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Home  Affaihs — continued. 
Federal  Capital — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Willis  as  to  expediting  Bill,  3588; 
as  to  whether  ihe  Government  had  pro- 
mised Mr.  Webster  not  to  proceed  with 
the  settlement  of  question  until  be  had 
made  a  second  visit  of  inspection  of  a 
particular  site,  8927 

Mr.  J.  Cook  as  to  time  fixed  for 
visits  to  suggested  sites,  9091 

Mr.  D.  ThomsoD  as  to  invitation  to  New 
South  Wales  Government  to  supply  in- 
formation with  respect  to  Canberra 
rite,  9475 

Mr.  Fuller  as  to  communicating  with 
Premier  of  New  South  Wales  to 
ascertain  whether  he  would  be  pre- 
pared to  deal  liberally  with  the 
Federal  Government  in  tbe  matter 
of  the  area  of  the  Federal  territory 
should  the  Canberra  site  be  chosen, 
9766 

Mr.  J.  Cook  as  to  visit  of  inspectMBi  to 
Tooma  site,  9842 ;  Mr.  Johnson,  984a 

Mr.  Tilley  Brown  as  to  circulation  of 
plan  of  Tooma  site,  10073 

Mr.  J.  Cook  as  to  procedure  to  be 
adopted  in  chooung  site,  10074;  Mr. 
Kelly,  10074 

Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  exhibition  of 
pictures  or  photographs  of  Dalgety 
site,  10074;  Mr.  Bowden,  1007* 

Mr.  Mathews   as   to    water  «»ppll 
Tooma  site,  10074 

Mr.  Watkins  as  to  fixing  date  for  discus- 
sion of  question,  loijr-a 

Sir  John  Quick  u  to  circulation  of  Mr. 
Chestennan's  report  on  Tooma  iite, 
X0135 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  arrangements  to  con- 
vene meetings  of  representatives  of 
States  other  than  New  Sonth  Wales, 
10179  ,  , 

Mr.  f.  H.  Catls  as  to  procedure  to  be 
followed  in  discussing  TSeat  of  Govern- 
ment Bill,  10179 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  return  alienation  of 
areas  near  Dalgety  and  Canberra, 
10401 

Mr.  Liddell  as  to  growth  of  wonderful 
citron  melon  at  Cooma,  10401 

Mr.  B.  Smith  as  to  plans  and  esti- 
mates of  the  early  requirements  of, 
10463 

Mr.  Fuller  as  to  removal  of  picture  of 
Dalgety  from  corridor,  10965 ;  Mr. 
Salmon,  10965 

Mr.  Willis  as  to  when  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment Bill  will  be  proceeded  with, 
ixoq6 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  whether  the  honor- 
able member  for  Eden-Monaro  had 
noted  the  severe  weather  conditions 
recently  prevailing  in  Southern  Mon- 
aro,  II 181 

Mr.  Chapman  as  to  why  the  zeal  dis- 
played by  certain  members  for  srt- 
tlement  of  question  had  disappeared, 
11181 

ISee  "Seat  of  Government  Bill"] 


Home  Affairs — continued. 

Infant  Mortautv. 

House  of  Refreseniatives: 


Question  by  Mr.  Salmon  as  to  statement 
in  petition  from  Child  Study  Association 
of  Australasia  with  respect  to  infant 
mortality  in  New  South  Wales,  2998 

Interior,  Department  of. 
House  of  Refreseniatives:  t 

Establishment  of,  proposed,  address,  130 

IRKIGATION. 
House  of  Representatives : 

Advantages  of,  supply,  897r-2 
Locking  of  Rivers  Murray,  Murrumbidgee, 
and    Darling,    address,    329 ;  supply, 
8971-2 

Opportunities  for,  Budget,  3026 
Question  by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook  as  to  agree- 
ment arrived  at  by  three  States  inter- 
ested with  respect  tc  the  distribution  of 
the  Murray  waters,  503 
• 

Kalgooslie  to  port  Augusta  RAawAT. 
Stnate: 

Expenditure  involved  in  constmctioK  of, 

supply,  3809 

Survey  of,  address,  62,  78,  146,  154,  251, 

396.  375.  403.  483 
Questions  bv — 
Senator  Millen  as  to  fixing  of  date  for 
division  on  second  reading  of  Kal- 
TOOrlie    to     Port  Augusta  Railway. 
Survey  Bill,  879;  Senator  Symon,  931 
Senator  Neild  as  to  whether  the  decision 
of  the  Government  to  delay  conridera- 
tion  of  Northern  Territory  Agreement 
until  confirmed  by  State  Legislatures 
should  not  be  applied  to  the  question 
of  the  construction  of,  123a 
Senator  Lynch  as  to  whether  South  Aus- 
tralian Parliament  had  been  asked  to 
pass  legislation  consenting  to  survey, 
3463.  3558 
Senator  de  Largie  as  to  preparations  for 

survey  of,  7541.  79*7.  8505 
Senator  Neild  as  to  whether  tbe  sum 
voted  by  Parliament  is  insufficient  for 
the  survey  of  more  than  one  route, 
8aai ;   Senator  Dobson,  8221 
Senator  Mulcahy  as  to  whether  the  Go- 
vernment intend  to  ask  for  a  further 
vote  for  the  survey  of,  8229;  Senator 
Clcmons,  8229 
Senator   Henderson  as  to  whether  sur- 
vey has  been  commenced,  11217 
Senator   Sayers   as   to   whether  camels 
to  be  used  in  connexion  with  survey 
are  driven  by  white  or  black  men, 
11217;  Senator  Neild  as  to  whether 
camels  are  not  Asiatic  imports,  11317 

ggfzl?^&y@bdgte'"""' 
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Home  ArwusLS—eentinued. 

Kalgoorlie   to   Fort   Augusta  ViaWvay— con- 
tinued. 

House  of  Repescnlatives : 

Survey  of,  address,  164,  168,  315;  adj., 
744 

Questions  by — 

Sir  John  Forrest  as  to  steps  taken  to  ob- 
tain consent  of  Parliament  of  South 
Australia  to  surrey  of  route  of,  2121, 
f  3996,  71 12 ;  when  matter  would  be 
dealt  with  by  South  Australian  Par- 
liament, 40S6,  4958 

Mr.  Henry  Willis  as  to  formation  of 
party  to  survey  route  of,  5328 

Mr.  Glynn  as  to  route  to  be  chosen  for 
survey,  711a 

Mr.  Mahon  as  to  whether  the  Govern- 
ment would  obtain  full  information 
as  to  Mr.  Louis  Brennan's  inventions 
of  the  mono-rail  and  application  of 
gyroscope  to  rolling  stock,  in  connex- 
ion with,  8927 

Mr.  Poynton  as  to  delay  in  survey, 
9093 

Mr.  McDonald  as  to  accuracy  of  re- 
port that  Experts  Committee  recom- 
mended Tarcoota  route  for  surrey, 
9093 

Mr.  Watkins  as  to  sending  geological 
party  with  survey   party,  9191,  9388 

Mr.  Glynn  as  to  whether  geological  sur- 
vey of  country  between  Port  Augusta 
and  Western  Australian  border  bad 
not  been  made  by  South  Australian 
Government,  9191 

Mr.  Livingston  as  to  when  survey  would 
be  begun,  9191 ;  Sir  John  Forrest, 
10756 

Mr.  Mahon  as  to  progress  of  survey, 
10785 

Land  Rbsuuption. 
Senate: 
Question  by — 

Senator  Croft  as  to  Mr.  Spencer's 
claim  for  land  reserved  at  Fiemantle, 
5*83 

Maps. 
Senate : 

Cost  of  proposed    Map  of  Australasia, 

suffly.  6351,  12145 
Publication  of  Map  of  Australia,  tvffly, 

10307-8 
Question  by — 

Senator  McGregor  ns  to  hanging  of  up- 
to-date  maps  of  Australia  and  of  the 
several  States  in  Parliament  House, 
5466 

"   House  of  Representatives : 

Publication  of  map  of  Australia,  sufpiy, 
9889,  9S90  I 

Questions  by- 
Mr.  Fisher  at  to  delay  in  compilation 

of  official  map  of  Australia,  648 
Mr.  McDonald  as  to  when  official  map 

would  be  published,  1056 


Houi  Affajks — £ontinued. 
Maps — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  publication  of  sheer 

map  of  the  world,  showing  true  posi. 

tion  of  Australia  in  regard  to  trade 

routes,  1056 
Mr.   Bowden  as  to  maps  appended  to 

report  on  Canberra  water  supply,  7111 

Medical  OmcEss. 
Senate  : 

Payment  of,  supply,  10307 

Meteorological  Buitup. 

Sen^e: 

Expenditure  on,  supply,  89SS 
T.ismanian  forecasts,  ad^.,  7652 
Transfer  of  States  Services,  supfly,  139, 

140 
Questions — 
By  Senator  Dobson  as   to  Tasmanian 
forecasts,  7568;  by  Senator  Macfar- 
lane,  7568 

By  Senator  Macfarlane  as  to  publica- 
tion of  reports,  7843 

By  Senator  Millen  as  to  Internationa) 
Conference  of  meteorologists,  S422 

House  of  Representatives  : 
Expenditure  on,  Budget,  1632 
Forecasts    and    Reports,    circulation  of, 

supply,  9879 
Location  of  Central  Office,  address,  tao; 

supply,   1808,  9879 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Batcneloi    as  to  inaccurate  fore- 
casts, 8926,  9091 
Mr,    Batchelor     as    to    predicting  con- 
ditions for  ensuing  season,  9480 
Mr.    Kelly    as  to  establishment,  g76, 
1056 

Mr.  Sampson  as  to  temperature  re- 
cords, 8928,  9098 

PuBuc  Service. 
Senate: 

Boards  of  Inquiry,  supply,  8907 
Centralization  of   administration,  suffty, 

»852-3.  (858-9 
Civic  positions  held  by,  adjt.,  8418-22 
Civil  Rights  of,  supfiy,  10279-80,  10282, 

10390 

Commissioner,   Powers    and    Duties  of, 

supply,  10280 
District  Allowances,  supply,  10280,  10391, 

13146 

Exemptions,  m.,  by  Senator  Pearce  for  a 

return  showing,  250 
Grievances  of,  sup^y,  8905-8,  8918,  8021 
Inefficiency  of,  address,  ^3 
Leave,  supply,  10390,  11515 
Superannuation  scheme  for,  supply,  Stat 
Sweating,  6308-11 

Temporary  employes  in,   supply,  Scfoq-it 
Motion  bv  Senator  Findlcy  for  disallow- 
ance of  Regulation  66  as  amended  bv 
Statutorv  Rule   70,   regarding  Sunday 
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HoMB  Affaiss — eontinued. 
Public  Service — continued. 

Molion  by  Senator  Needham  for  classifi* 
CBtioa  of  liaotype  operators,  38291  de- 
bated, 3833-8,  5397-5406,  negatived,  5406 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Fiodley  as  to  printing  of  regu- 
lations relating  to  Sunday  wurk  and 
overtime,  1684 

Senator  Dobson  as  to  whether  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  abolish 
the  office  of  i'ublic  Service  Com- 
missioner, 336"; 

Senator  Gray  as  to  increase  of  salaries 
and  wages  is  consequence  of  increased 
coat  of  living  due  to  the  Tariff,  3464 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  error  in  recording 
result  of  examination  held  in  Queens- 
land, 4144 

Senator  Findley  as  to  grade  transfers 
and  sweating  in  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department,  5176 

Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  actions  at  law 
by  dismissed   Public  Senrants* 
7568 

Senator  Chataway  as  to  interpretation 
of  section  71  of  Public  Service  Act 
providing  for  furlough  after  twenty 
years'  service,  7571 

Senator  Mulcahy  as  to  production  of 
papers  in  case  of  promotion  .of  Mr. 
E.  A.  Blakney,  770a,  7796,  8364, 
8554.  8867 

Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  establishment 
of  Superannuation  Fund,  7704 

Senator  Clemons  as  to  report  from 
Public  Service  Commissioner  upoo 
promotion  of  Mr.  E.  A.  Blakney,  7753 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  demand  made  for 
withdrawal  of  postal  official  from 
membership  of  Claremont  Road  Board, 
7754t  79^6.  7977.  Saai,  8554,  9i3q 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  non-pavmest  of 
overtime  tor  Sunday  work  in  Western 
Australia,  7791-2 

Senator  Chataway  as  to  living  allow- 
ances in  Northern  Queensland,  7977, 
8483 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  publication  of 
list  of  permanent  employes,  8076 ; 
as  to  distribution  of  copies  of  report 
of  Public  Service  Commissioner,  8076 

Senator  Dobson  as  to  whether  in  an 
appeal  against  a  classification  all 
dncuments  in  the  case  are  not  laid 
before  the  Appeal  Court,  8365 

Senator  Chataway  as  to  alleged  pre- 
vention of  Divisional  Representative 
from  attending  Board  of  Inquiry, 
867a,  8700 

Senator  Dobson  as  to  classification  of 
public  servants  in  Tasmania,  8698 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  delegation  of  the 
taking  of  evidence  in  connexion  with 
Boards  of  Inquiry,  8700 

Senator  Dobson  as  to  promotion  of  Mr. 
Blakney,  9743 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  long  service  fur- 
lough, 1 1 384 

Senator  Chataway  as  to  increases  in 
salaries  of  Customs  officers,  11581 


Hons  AFFAIRS — ecntinued. 
Public  Service — continued. 
House  ef  Refresentaiives: 
Administration  of,  address,  185;  Budget, 
2150,  3460,  3C04-8,  2663,  2934.6;  suf- 

ry^  35»3.  4850-67.  9773-87.  9958-64. 

1 1 283.3 

Amendment  of  Act,  supply,  9776,  9785, 
9787 

Appointments,   Budget,   3350,   3460 ;  sup. 

fly,  3309 

Blakney,    Mr.,    Promotion    of,  supply, 
101 J4 

Boards  of  Inquiry,  supply,  8847,  8906-7; 
8935;  suppiy,  9774-80,  9783,  0787; 
expenses  in  connexion  with,  10158 
Boy  and  Girl  Labour  in.  Budget,  3370 
Centralization,     Budget,     aooj ;  supply, 

8825  6,  8829-31,  9773,  9783,  11294 
Civil  Rights  of,  supply,  10152-3 
Commissioner,  powers,  duties,  and  quali- 
fications  of,    supply,    9773-8,  9782-7, 
10168,  10234,  10445 
District  Allowances,  adj.,  2684;  suffly, 
5791,  9781,  10151-a,  11382,  11367,  11371- 

4,  11376.  "39^.  "395 
Examinations,   Budget,  2936 
Evasions  of  Act,  10224-7,  io^33-7i  10251 
Grievances  of.  Budget,,  3293 
Motion  by  Mr.  ilamford  for  return  uf 

officers  compulsorily  retired  and  officers 

retained   after    reaching   retiring  age, 

9194 

Motion  by  Mr.  Archer  for  return  of  parti- 
culars of  transfers  and  promotions  of 
officers  in  Queensland  during  past  two 
years,  10136 
Overtime,  Budget,  2272-82,  2817 
Party  politics  at  Celebrations  of,  supply, 
8822 

Promotions,   supply,   9783,   9786,  10154* 

10169-70,  ro233 
Retiring  Age,  supply,   10224,  10227-8 
Sunday  Work,  supply,  4859,  11392 
Sweating,    supply,    4849-5**    4855.  4859. 

4866,  6283-4,  8851 
Temporary   Hands,   supply,   4853,  4866, 

8838-40,  8844,   10200-1,  11358,  11364-5, 

i'378-9i  11396-400,  11402 
Transfers,  supply,  4870,  5791,  5796 
Transferred  Rights,  supAy,  4860-4,  5700 
Undermanning   of,   Budget,   3292-3,  sup' 

^f}y,  8831  ..9967 

Union  Officials,  Recognition  of,  supply, 
8860 

Vacancies,  Notification  of,  suppty,  9773 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Mahon  as  to  allowances  in  Western 
Australia,  405,  504 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  vacancies,  promotions, 
increments,  and  appeals  in  Customs 
Department  in  New  South  Wales,  laSi 

Mr.  Bam  ford  as  to  officers  of  Fifth 
Class  doing  work  entitling  them  to 
Fourth  Class  classification,  1Q75 

Mr.  Webster  as  to  introduction  of  a 
Bill  to  amend  the  Public  Service  Act, 
3854;  Mr.  Mathews,  10310 

Mr.  Tudor  aa  to  recognition  of  ser- 
vices of  printers  and  telegraph  mes- 
sengers employed''1iv„^cona«xjpn  witk 
Parliani^&izd4k^V^U^4^lftes,  6812 
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Home  Affairs — continued. 
Public  Service — continued, 
Questioas  by — • 

Mr.  Page  as  to  holidays  lo  which  tem- 
porary empioyis  are  entitled,  7109:  as 
to  paymeot  of  temporary  employes 
for  proclaimed  holidays,  7350 
Mr.  Maloney  as  to  leave  for  temiwiary 
enoployis  at  Govemmeat  Piinting 
Office,  7415,  7538 
Mr.  Tudor  as  to  passes  gained  in  ex- 
aminations by  students  of  colleges, 
7459 

Mr.  McWilliams  as  to  tabling  of  papers 
in  cooncxioo  with  promotion  of  Mr. 
Blakney,  of  Hobart  General  Post 
Office,  8S18;  Mr.  Storrer,  9476 

Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  lecognifion  of 
Union  Officials  by  Commissioner  in 
the  Tentiiation  of  grievances  of,  8925, 
9953 

Mr.  Page  as  to  delegation  of  work  of 
Boards  of  Inquiry  to  Police  Magis- 
trates, 8936 

Mi.  Bamford  as  to  payment  of  district 
allowances  m  North  Queensland, 
9009 

Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  whether  in  making 
applicattou  for  reteatioa  in  ser> 
vice  after  retiring  age  all  officers 
would  be  treated  alike,  ^75 

Mr.  McDougall  as  to  pension!  payable 
to  transferred  officers,  9480 

Mt.  McWilliams  as  to  notifications  of 
vacancies,  9684 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown  as  to  circular  con- 
cerning leave  for  lecreatioa  and  on 
account  of  illness,  toijo,  10310;  as  to 
when  scheme  fox  re-^rading  circulated 
by  the  Public  Service  Commissioner 
would  be  brought  into  operation,  10653 

Mr.  J.  Thomson  as  to  scheme  for  re- 
classification of  officers  in  Postal  De- 
partment, 10875 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown  as  to  sick  leave  in 
Customs  Department,  11704 

Mr.  Fraser  as  to  district  and  living 
allowances,  11919;  Mr.  Batchelor, 
11919 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts  as  to  retiring  allow- 
ances, 13043 

M  r.  Hutchison  as  to  character  of  ex- 
amination papers  set  to  candidates 
for  positions  in,  12151 

Mr.  Tudor  as  to  understanding  on  pass- 
ing of  Act  that  practical  men  tem- 
porarily employed  at  the  time  of  the 
transfer  of  Departments  to  the  Com- 
monwealth would  not  be  subjected 
to  an  educational  test,  131^2 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  comments  by  Ministers 
to  members  of  deputations  on  work 
of  Public  Service  Commissioner,  12152 

[See  DCFENCK,  Postmastee-Gcneral,  At- 
TORNCV-GFNRRAI,.  TbADE  and  CtlSTOMS, 
AND  TRE\SniT.] 

PfBi-ic  Skrvice  Act. 

Tfouie  c  /  Refresentalives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Webster,  as  to  introduc- 
tion of  Bill  to  amend,  3854 ;  Mr. 
Mathews,  10310 


HouE  Affairs — continued. 
Public  Works. 
Senate  : 

Additions     to    Commonwealth    Offices  in 

Melbourne,  tuffly,  5907 
Estimates  for,  suffly,  39or-34,  4037-83 
Method    of    Construction     of,  sttfflj, 

3813-4 

Method  of  framing  Estimates  for,  suffly, 

39"-3 
Questions  by — 

Senator  O'Loghlin  as  to  advisability 
of  securing  new  site  for  Post  Office 
at  Port  Pirie,  744 

Senator  Needbam  as  to  assistance  to 
State  Government  in  building  dock  at 
Fremantle  for  accommodation  of  war- 
ships, 6191,  7977,  8700,  10369 

Senator  Needham,  as  to  tender  for  wire- 
less telegraphic  stations,  8701,  9796 

Senator  McGregor  as  to  steps  taken  to 
expedite  con  struct  ion  of  new  Pust 
Office  at  Port   Pirie,  87C0 

Senator  Clemoos  as  to  expenditure  of 
vote  for  wireless  telegraphy,  and  con- 
nexion with  King  Island,  ri383,  11468 

Senator  Guthrie  as  to  connexion  by 
wireless  telegraphy  with  Nepean, 
Altfaorpe's,  or  Kangaroo  Island,  11383 

House  of  Refresentattves: 

Construction  of    Trawler    at   State  Ship- 
Building    Works,      Cockatoo  Island, 
t»ffiy'  5793 
Director -General,  Qualifications  of,  suf- 
fly, 9788-9,  9792^ 
Estimates  : 
Defence  (New  South  Wales),  3446-51; 
(Victoria),  3452-4;  (Queensland,  South 
Australia,  Western  Australia),  3454; 
(Tasmania),  34^4-6;  (Special  Defence 
Material),   359S-36i5;    (New  Special 
Defence   Provision),   3677-82,  3735-48 
External  Affairs  (Commonwealth  Offices 

in  London),  3616-9,  36aa-76 
Home  Affairs,  3423-35 
Post  and  Telegraph  (New  South  Wales), 
3456-6'.  3509-27:  (Victoria),  3527-30; 
(Queensland),    3531-3;    (South  Aus- 
tralia),   3533;     (Western  Australia), 
3533-9;  (Tasmania),  3539-40 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones  (New  South 
Wales),   3540-54 ;   (Victoria,  Queens- 
land, SouUi  Australia,  Western  Aus* 
tralia,  Tasmania),  3554-5 
Trade  and  Customs,  3435-46 
Treasury,  3589-98 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  j'SM-s 
Additional,  1907-8  (Defence),  11408-18; 
(Home  Affairs),   ti403>8;   (Post  and 
Telegraph),  11408 

Additional,  r905-6  and  1906-7,  11418 
Government   Houses,   Sydney   and  Mel- 
bourne, Expenditure  on,  suffly,  9S8J-6 

Method  of  framing  Estimates  for,  smf- 
fiy*  3523-4.  35»5 
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Houf  AsfKiis—eotUinued. 
Public  Works — comiinued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  LiviDgston  as  to  cost  of  alteration 

of  Post  Office  at  Port  Elliot,  loSg 
Hr.  B.  Smith  as  to  commission  paid 

to  GoTcrament  of  New  South  Vfales 

on  payments  for,  on  Commoowealth 

account,  2997 
Mr.  Livingston  as  to  cost  of  connecting 

Hog  Bay  by  telephone,  3174 
Mr.  Livingston  as  to  cost  of  improving 

Penola  Post  Office,  3175,  6505 
Mr.  Liddell  as  to  capital  cost  of  tele- 
phone  line   between  West  Maitland 

and  Sydney,  4749 
Mr.  Willis   as  to  arrangements  made  for 

construction  of  trawler,  5691 
Mr.  Wilks  as  to  lease  of- buildings  for 

Commonwealth  Offices  in  Meltoume, 

5S01 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown  as  to  delay  in  pay- 
ment of  contractors,  6025 

Mr.  Knox  as  to  building 'of  pew  Post 
Office  at  Glenferrie,  7296 

Mr.  Dugald  Thomson  as  to  number  of 
miles  of  railway  of  each  different 
gauge  constructed,  in  course  of  con- 
struction, or  authorized  in  each  State, 
9298 

Sir  John  Forrest  as  to  delay  in  con- 
struction of  Post  Office  at  Northam, 
9581,  9765 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  payments  for  services 
of  States  officers,  10078 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown  as  to  cessation  of 
works  for  Post  and  Telegraph  De- 
partment owing  to  exhaustion  of 
votes,  11054 

Mr.  Atkinson  as  to  construction  of 
trawler,  5238,  11261 

Mr.  Willis  as  to  expenditure  of  vote  for 
wireless  telegraphy,  12154 ;  Mr. 
Storrer,  Mr.  O'Malley,  and  Mr, 
Hedges.  12154 

[See  "  TSLEGR\FH7,  WiMtISS,"  POST- 
UASTER-GeKERAI.  ;  also  TREASOKY, 
"  ExraNDranE."  "  Finance,"  and 
Treasurer's  Advance  Account.] 

Railway  Fares,  iNTER-STA-nt. 
Souse  of  Refreseniatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Maloncy    as  to  cheap 
fares  between  Melbourne  and  Sydney, 

Railway  Rates,  Differbntul. 

Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Huihrie   as  to,  laroi 
House  of  Representatives : 

Norih-west  coast,  suffly,  qQg6-7 
Question  by  Mr.  Glynn  as  to,  694,  120.19 

Seat  of  Government,  Teuposary. 
Senate : 

Motion  by  Senator  McGregor  for  return 
showing  expenditure  incurred  in  Mel- 
bourne as  temporary  seat  of  Gorem- 
ment,  2180 

Question  by  Senator  McGregor  as  to  rent 
paid  for  office  accommodation  in,  5284 


HOHB  Affairs — eoniitmed. 
Snake  Bnx. 
Senate : 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Stewart  as  to  Morrissey's  al- 
leged  antidote   for,  3900-1 ;  Senator 
Neild,  3901 

Statistics. 
Senate : 

Unnecessary      publication      of,  suffly, 
6350-1 

Year-Book,    Publication  of,  adj.,  9190; 

stiffly,  10305-6 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Findley  as  to  motive  of  Go- 
vernment in  calling  for  tenders  for 
printing  and  publication  of  a  volume 
of,  1130 ;  whether  a  Commonwealth 
Printing  Office  should  not  be  estab- 
lished to  carry  out  such  work,  1131 

Senator  Givens  whether  States  Govern- 
ment Printing  Offices  had  been  in- 
vited to  tender  for  publication  of, 
113' 

Senator  St.  Led|;er  as  to  compilation 
of  tables  showmg  amotmt  and  value 
of  goods  imported  from  each  State 
of  origin,  1816 

Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  particulars 
of  alienated  and  unalienated  lands  in 
the  several  States,  4364 

Senator  Croft  as  to  printing  of  Year. 
Book,  4707;  Senator  Findley,  4707 

Senator  de  Largie  as  to  latest  awards 
of  Arbitration  Courts  and  Wages 
Boards,  8103,  8154 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  issue  of  Ytar- 
Book,  9423 

Senator  Needham  as  to  why  Year-Book 
was  not  printed  at  Victorian  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office,  11218 

Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  number  of 
applicants  for  ecnployment  registered 
by  State  Labour  Bureaux,  11303 

House  of  Refreseniatives: 
Year-Book,  suffly,  9875 
Progress  Reports,  suffly,  9876-79 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  ^Salmon  as  to  infant  mortality  in 

New  South  Wales,  2998 
Mr.  Tudor  as  to  preparation  of  sta- 
tistics of  school  physique  and  hygiene, 

Mr.  Tudor  as  to  correspondence  re- 
ferring to  medical  inspection  of 
school  children,  3585,  3972 

Mr.  Liddell  as  to  publication  of  new 
volume  of,  4309 

Mr.  McDonald  \t  to  printing  of  Year- 
Book,  4413 

Mr.  Sampson  as  to  establishment  of 
official  stations  for  recording  shade 
temperatures,  8928 

Mr.  Salmon  as  to  whether  any  action 
would  be  taken  to  alter  representation 
of  Victoria  in  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  view  of -.altered  imethod  of 
estimating  izecP^ntU^OgvC  States, 
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HOMB  Affairs— ftfMftnwtfrf. 
Stat  istics — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  D.  Thomson  as  to  whether  the  Sta- 
tistician admits  that  according  to  new 
method  of  estimating  populatioa  the 
population  of  Victoria  has  been  under 
estimated,  10525 
Mr.  Bamford  as  to  when  the  Common' 
weallh  Year-Book  would  be  pub- 
lished, 10607,  lo^Sa 
Mr.  J.  II.  Catts  as  to  distribution  to 
States  Members  of  Parliament  of 
copies  of  Year'Book,  119x0 

Tenders. 
Senate : 

Qupstions  by — 

Senator  Needham  as  to  when  tenders 
would  be  called  for  construction  of 
wireless  telegraphic  stations  and 
places  at  which  Ihey  would  be  con- 
structeri,  8701,  0796 
Senator  McGregor  as  to  specifying 
names  of  (irms  in,  9041 ;  Senator 
Croft,  9041 

TlMDEIt,  AUSntAUAM. 
Senate  • 

Question  by  Senator  demons,  as  to  tests 
of  value  of  seasoned  Australian  limbers, 
1 1382 

Transferred  Properties. 
House  of  Refres^ntatives : 

Vahi.ition   of,   Budget,    1641,  2359,  2701, 

2980 ;  suffly,  9890-1 
Questions  by — 

Mr.   McWilliams   as  to  valuation  of, 

1 1703;  Mr.  Dugald  Thomson,  iiqat 
Mr.  Wiiks  as  to  payment  of  municipal 

rates  on,  11795 
Mr.  Willis   as  to  transfer  of  properties 

of    Slates    Quarantine  Departments, 

I  iqrS 
\See  Treasury.] 

PAPERS. 

Advertising  :  Resources  of  Australia,  Corre- 
spondence, 10606 

Afrie,  s.s.,  affidavits  of  marine  surveyois, 
1083Q 

Agriculture,   proposed   bureau^  memorandum, 

1132S 

American  Fleet,  visit  of,  8354,  995a 

Army  Medical  Corps,  10606 

Audit  Acts,  193,  248,  354,  405,  774,  829,  io8g, 
1131,  3807,  2844,  35S9.  3589.  4893*  4895« 
65qi,  7.';44.  8819 

Banking  Returns,  5558,  5560 

Beale,  Mr.  O.  Cr  report  00  drugs  and  medi- 
cines, 7508-9,  9S93,  9952 

Bounties  Act,  9734,  9735 

Bounties,  Conference,  591,  1083 

Budget  Papers,  1678,  1685 

Cable  Business  ;  Eastern  Extension  Company, 

Iip22 

Cable,  Tasmanian,  12042-3 


VxvTks— continued. 

Cadets,   1565,    1567,   3446,   2511.   5283,  7703, 

8939,  10606 
Colonial  Conference,  591,  1131 
Colonial  Office  :  Despatch  as  to  Re-arrange- 

mentf  6061,  9422,  9475 
Colonial  Sugar  Refining  Company,  2404 
Commerce  Act,  Regulations,  3795.  3797,  50S3, 

5'3**i  757'»  o4M>  Sorg 
Commercial  representation  of  Comounwealth 

abroad,  letter  and  circular  of  Minister  of 

Trade  and  Customs,  8616 
Copyright  Act,  ^,  23 

Customs  regulations,   5011,  5012,  8423,  8819, 

9193.  9237.  "328,  11383 
Debts  of  States  :  Memorandum  and  statistics, 

10808,  10829 
Defence  Acts,  9,  aj 

Defence  :  Memorandum  on  proposed  national 
guard,  7753 

Defence  :   Memorandum  on  Estimates,  11338 

Defence  :  Regulations,  193,  248,  503,  774,  829, 
'565.    >5G7.   =068.  2446,    2511,  2743, 

2807,  2844,  3621,  4363,  4796,  4893,  53t,;, 
6190,  6231,  7703,  8156,  8232,  8939,  9007, 
9039,  10463,  10606,  10S29,  11055,  liiSi, 
11221,  119S7,  12042 

Defence  :  Transport,  7796 

Designs  Act,  9,  33 

Electoral  Rolls,  10401 

Estimates,  1685,  10253,  12148,  12201 

Ewise  Act,  9,  23,  4580,  4633,  4796,  7571,  9537, 
9582,  10700,  10820 

Excise,  Agricultural  Implements,  1233,  5912, 
8819 

Excise  Procedure  Act:  Regulations,  ro6o6, 
10829 

Excise   Tariff    (Agricultural    Machinery)  Act, 
Judgment   of    Mr.    Justice    Higgins,  6120. 
^6591 

Expenditure,  Commonwealth,  3049,  7977 
Federal  Capital,  193,  248,  354,    405,  5859, 
59".   757'.  7755.  8104.  9795,  9847,  9891, 
10253,  '0309.  10401 
Financial  relations.  Commonwealth  and  States, 

scheme  by  Mr.  King  O'Malley,  10462 
Fisheries  Conference,  29^8,  2993 
High  Court :  Judgment  in  Varitn  v.  O'Logk- 
tin.  ^007 1  in  New  South  Wales  v.  Common- 
wealth, I230t 
High  Court  Procedure  Act,  7544,  10136,  10253 
Hobart,  Sandy  Bay  Rifle  Range  and  Moual 

Nelson  Forts,  Land  Claims,  4276 
Immigrants :  Contract,  8820,  8806 
Immigration,  g,  23,  2017,  2513,  10606 
Immigration  Restriction   Act :   Return,  8830, 
8866 

Index  to  Papers,  23 

Infantile   Mortality,   Report,  10461 

Judiciary  Act,  Rules,  3148,  3330,  8819,  10136. 

10253 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey. 

829.  897,  8332  " 
Kanakas,  Repatriation,  9795,  9796,  9847 
Land  Acquisition,  9,  23,   591,  680,  774.  829, 

1815,    1867,    2067,   aiar,   3365,   3421,  MQl. 

5519.   5647.   5745.  6835.   7544,  8029.  8508. 

8820,  ioi8t,  10353 
Library  Committee,  4623 
Literary  Fund,  4747 
I^an  Expenditure  by  States^-^ifis  i 
Lone     71  and     M«ggj^  by  ^^iJoltQ^SiMen-i. 

10700  "  I 

I 
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^MMAS—centinued. 

Mail  CoDtract,  Guarantee*  3994.  3049 
-   Mail  Service.  European :  Orieot  Company's 

Contract,  6190 
Mail  Service,  European :  Tendert.  6129,  6igo 
Mails,  Tatmanian,  Sag 
Meteorological  Bureau,   1 131,   t  iSo 
Meteorological  Conference,  354,  405 
Military   Barracks,   Hobart,  3148 
MilitarjF  Board,  Report,  193,  348 
Military  Clothing,  763,  774 
Military  Forces,  503,  563,  564,  2446,  8511, 

3684,  10606,  10829 
Military  Forces  ;   Inspector  General's  report, 

9237,  9298 
Native  Labour  Ordiuance,  33 
Naval  Director*!  Report,  193,  248 
Naval  Forces,  193,  10606 
Navigation  Bill,  9041 
Navigation  Commission  Report,  3787 
Navigation  Conference,  563,  591 
Navigation  Laws,  Correspondence,  1054 
New  Protection,  explanatory  memoiandum,  7509 
Noithem  Territory,  Alienated  Lands,  555II 
Northern  Territory,  Lands,  Revenue,  Railways, 

2"° 

Omcers,  Defence  Forces,  4747. 

Officers'  Quarters,  Defence  Forces,  10463 

Old-age  Pensions,  11987,  12043 

Opium  :  Report  of  Comptroller-General,  9190, 

9298 

Pacihc  Cable,  Revenue  and  Expenditure,  4086 
Pacific  Island  labourers.    [See  Kanakas.) 
Paci6c  Islands  Trade,  2017 
Papua  Copper  Mines,  591 
Papua :  Lieutenant-Governor,  9041 
Papua :  Officials,  ^iQO,  9893 
Papua,  Land  Omciafs,  to6o6,  13103 
Papua,  Ordinances,  9,  3690,  3743,  3631,  3684, 
4363.  44".  4747.  6414.  6505,  9041,  9581, 
9S93,    to6o6,    10839,    "018,   11055,  11096, 

III82,  tt23I 

Papua  Reports,  7701,  7703,  8555,  8820,  10253, 

1I32I 

Papua :  Suspension  of  R.  M,  Drummond, 
9^7 

Patents  Office,  2650,  2684 

Post    and    Telegraph    Act,   Regulations,  193, 

248,    1089,   H31,   4155,   4199,   4363,  4411, 

7544,  8820,  8866,  10789,  10829 
Post  and  Telegraph  department,  Deputy-Fost- 

master-General,  Victoria,  4704 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department :  Prohibition 

of  Correspondence,  7571,  7703,  8285,  1330I 
Post    and    Telegraph    Department  :  Progress 

report,  1 1466,  11467;  Correspondence  as  to 

Assistant  Secretary,  7702 
Premiers'  Conference,  Brisbane,  591,  746 
Premiers'  Conference,  Melbourne,  9,  33 
Privy  Council  Judgment,  Webb  v.  Ouiirim, 

Sag,  897 

Promotions,  133,  159,  194,  348,  ao68,  siai, 
7653,  7848,  8104,  8555,  8819,  8866,  8939, 
10310 

Public  Service  :  Appointment  of  Mr.  H.  C. 
Dannevig,  11096,  11321 

Public  Service,  9,  23,  193,  248,  354,  405,  503, 
563,  680,  1089,  1131,  1180,  1812,  1815,  2999, 
3049,  3269,  3365,  4310,  4363,  5083,  5130, 
5647.  5803,  5859.  6968,  7544.  7*53.  2703. 

7796,    8508,    8819,    8939,  9847,  11321, 

113^8 

Public  Service :  List  of  officers,  8819 


Pafebs — eontinued. 

Public  Service :  Officers  over  age  limit,  10310 
Public  Service  ;  Queensland  Officers :  Return, 
1 1 182 

Public  Service,  Reports,  7703,  10079,  lo^SS 
Public  Service  :   Retirement  of  John  Brown, 
9767 

Rabbit  Destruction,  Report  on  Dr.  Danysx's 

etperiments,  7418 
Referendum    (Constitution    Alteration)  Act, 

397a.  4036 

Revenue  and  Expenditure  of  Commonwealth, 

10967 

Revenue,  Trade  and  Customs  nnd  Etrise,  3684 
Royal  Commission  on  Drugs  and  Foods,  re- 
port, 1567,  159s 
School  Children,  Physical  Condition,  3972 
Spirits  Act,  9,  23 

Stamps,   Printing,  Correspondence,  8029 
Stamps  :  Report  of  Board,  6129,  6190 
Statistics,     Conference     Report,    2068,  2121 
Statistics  of  Commonwealth,  2068,  2121,  2301, 

2343,  3621,  4310,  4363,   556a,    5647,  5859, 

5912,   71 16,    7544,   9190,   9193,   9796,  0847, 

10463,  10829 
Suez  Canal  Charges,  11181 
Sugar  Bounty  Act,  4633,  11328,  11383 
Sugar :   Correspondence  with  South  African 

Governments,  9632 
Sugar,  Excise  and  Bounty,  4623,  47*16 
Swiss  Military  System,  4580,  4621 
Tariff  Commission,  Reports,  1742,  3891,  291)9 
Tariff,  Comparative  Tables,  226a 
Tariff:  Resolution  of  Parliament  of  Western 

Australia,  ;;aii,  5046 
Telegraph  Messengers,  9190 
Telegraphic  Regulations,  104 
Telephone,  West  Mailland,  Sydney,  4704 
Tobacco,  Cigars  and  Cigarettes  taken  out  of 

Bond,  3797 
Tobacco  Employes.  563 

Tobacco  Leaf  for  Cigars  :  Registered  Growers, 
7544 

Trade  Marks  Act,  9,  23,  3<;59,  3589 
Treasury  RegL  lations.   101,  348 
Wavcrley  Postal  District  :  Kelurn,  11159 
Wireless  Telegraphy  Conference,  563,  591 
Women's  Work  Exhibition,  3404 

PARIiIAHBNT. 

Clckk  of. 
Senate : 

Statement  by  the  President  as  to  grant 
of  leave  of  absence  to,  and  appoint- 
ment of  Clerk  Assistant  of  the  Senate 
to  perform  duties  of,  7.  7541 

Absence  and  retirement  of,  suffly,  10285 

Convening  of. 

Proclamation  for,  read,  5,  33 
House  of  Representatives : 

Issue  of   next  proclamation   for,  suffly t 

13097-8 ;  adj.,    I2301  ■ 
Question  by  Sir  John  Forrest,  as  to  date 
of  opening  of  next  session,  12301 

Cost  of. 
House  of  Representatives : 
Question  by  Mr.  Knoxf^ns  to  leading  ar- 
ticle in  MdtlsMiaiieiyilfiGiP^iC 
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Index  to  Subjects. 


Houses  of. 
Senate: 

ConstroctioD  of,  supply,  3821 
OccupatioD  of,  supply,  3908,  6326 

Remuneration    and    work    of  eardcnen. 

fupPh,  5882-4,  12144 
Questions  by — 

Senator  McGregor    as  to  hanging  maps 

of  Australia  and  Slates  in,  546(5 
Senator  NeilcJ    as  to  insaaitary  state  of 
building,    5631 ;     Senators  Puliford 
and  saycrs,  9632 

Veuse  of  Representatives: 

Cleaner  in  Queen's  Hall,  supply,  8964 
Sewering  of,  ways  and  means,  4847;  suf- 

ply,  8964 

Vote  for,  and  admission  to,  Gardens,  su*. 

fly,  8965-6  ' 
Question — 

By  Mr.  Hall  as  to  sewering  of,  in  re- 
cess, 12039 

LlOISLATIOH  OF. 

Senate: 

Form  of  Supply  Bills,  supply,  13141.4 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Xeedham  as  to  communica- 
tion  from  Western  Australian  Parlia- 
ment about  Tariff.  4143;  Senator 
learce  as  to  reply  and  publication  of 
correspondence,  4925 

Senators  Walker  and  Pearce  as  to  pro- 
vision for  sale  of  Acts,  6061 

Senator  demons  as  to  sessional  issue 
of  statutory  rules,  with  index,  11219 

Tlouse   of    Representatives . 

Encroachment  on  State  functions  by,  Bud- 
get, 3OI0-4,  3036-7;  supply,  3427-g 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  approval  of,  and 
interference  with,  by  Colonial  Office. 
'975 

Mr.  B.  Smith  as  to  inconvenience 
caused  to  members  by  form  of  amend- 
ing Bills,  12039 

[See  CoNSTmmoN.] 

MlUBERS  OF. 

Senate  : 

Relations  of,  with  State  Ministry,  suiplv, 
11502-19 

State  taxation  of  allowances  to,  address, 

la,  16,  61,  75,  284 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Neild    as  to  repeal  of  Com- 
monwealth Salaries  Act,  7567 
Senator  Cbataway    as  to  paragraph  in 
Perth  Daily  News  as  to  effect  of  in- 
creased allowance  upon,  11 216 


VKXUKMKi/cr—eontinued. 
Members  of — egm/imed. 
Haute  of  Refresentativet : 

Increase  of  allowance  to,  Budget.  1644. 
3477,  366S;  supply,  17-5;  adf.,  1813-4 

Information,  supply  of,  by  Public  Depart- 
ments, obs.,  2652-3 

State  taxation  of  allowances  to.  addreu, 
25,  191,  ai4, 

Treatment  of,  by  State  Premiers,  Bmdnt 
3605 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  J.  Cook  as  ta 
opinion  of  Mr.  Deakin  on  proposed 
increase  of  parliamentary  allowmnco, 
1866 

Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  a  statement  bf 
Mr.  Fairbairn  relative  to  parltaaeo- 
tary  allowance  being  increased  at  ia. 
stance  of  Lahour  Partv,  2449 

Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  members  distril»t- 
ing  extra  allowance  in  their  consti- 
tuencies, 2964 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  petition  to  Pri»¥ 
Council  on  State  tasatioo  of  pariia- 
mcntary  allowances,  6811 

Mr.  Johnson    as    tu    making  of  state- 
ments and  asking  of  questions  in  Par- 
liament by  military  officers.  12043 
[See  Senate,  also  HocsE.] 

Power  of. 
House  of  Representaiivei : 
Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Coon,  Ibat  the 
States  should  be  asked  to  surrender  ta 
the  Commonwealth  their  power  to  enact 
industrial  legislation,  2567 
To  impose  direct  taxation.  Budget,  a6:^^, 
2691,  2821 

PRAms  IN. 

Senate  : 

Statement  by  Mr.  Palmer,  M.H.R,  con- 
cerning, obt.,  5745-6;  adf.,  5781 

PRKSENTATIOS  TO. 

Senate:  • 

Statement  by  the  President  that  the  Prime 
Minister  had  presented  to  Parliameit 
a  gold  casket,  8 

House  of  Representatives: 
Statement  by  Mr.  Speaker  that  the  Pnme 
Mmister   had    presented   to  Parliamat 
a  gold  casket,  2a 

PKOtXBDINGS,  REPOSTS  OF. 

House  of  Representatives: 

Inadequacy  of  press  reports  of.  Budget, 
3198.9,  3213 

Issue  of  summary  of,  to  the  pres.  Bui- 
eet,  3198-9,  3212-3 

Question  by  Mr.  Webster  as  to  whether 
in  view  of  inadequate,  biased,  and  tm- 
reliable  reports  of,  published  by  the 
press,  the  Government  would  consider 
the  advisability  of  cstablishinei  a  Com- 
monwealth iB!p5¥««54as^y  le 
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Fakuauent — continued. 
Prorogation  of. 
Senate: 

Issue  of  proclamation  for,  adj.,  12149 
Questions — 

By  Seoatoi  Dobson  as  to  arranging  to 
close  session  witbia  year,  4035;  after 
disposal  of  Tariff,  7796 

By  SeuatoT  Milieu  as  to  date  of,  11579 
House  of  Representatives : 
Duration  of  session,  suffly^  8838,  8830- 

3,    r3[8o-Q ;  adj.,   9630,  117S4 
Issue  of  proclamation  for,  adj.,  12201 
Questions  by  Mr.  Tobnson  as  to  date  for 

closing  of  session,  10180,  11703;  by  Mr. 

Arcber,  11053;  by  Mr.  J.  Cook,  11360; 

by    Mr.    McDonald,    11525;    by  Mr. 

afimford,  11790 

Service  of. 
Senate  : 

Ifotion  by  Senator  Macfarlane  for  pro- 
duction of  correspondence  relative  to 
Mr.  J.  K.  Rcid's  application  for  poti* 
tion  in,  agreed  to,  354 

Sessions  of. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Curtailment     of     duration     of,  tuf^y, 

5784-7.  5790-*.  CM-S 
Speech  to. 

Absence  of  reference  in,  to  granting  of 

Supply,  address,  167 
By  the  Governor-General,  ^ 

8BHATB. 

Addrbss-ih-Replv. 
Senate  : 

Governor-General's   Speech  reported,   9 ; 

Address-in-Reply    moved  by  Senator 

Cameron,     10 ;    seconded  by  Senator 

Trenwitb,    12 ;    debated,  la-ai,  40-79, 

MO-57.  *50-'>6.  354-403.  473-85;  and 
agreed  to,  ;  presentation  of,  4851 
1180,  1232 

Adjournucnts  (Formal). 

Coal  Combine,  adj.,  3684-3706 

Cypher   Telegrams,  1685-7 

Debate  on  matters  of  urgency,  3616-27 

Excise  Tariff  Act,  S74674 

Maitland  Colliers  :  Mr.  Mauger,  8354-64 

Northern  Territory,  9735-42 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department,  9531-36 

Tobacco  Combine  :  Tariff,  2033-55 

Adjournments  (Special). 

Motion  by  Senator  Best  for,  agreed  to, 
9,  1180,  48')3-';.  6353-4,  6415-6,  7652, 
7786-90,  1007a,  10309,  10400,  10874, 
10962,  11257,  11321-3,  11384,  11521, 
11697,  ii9<^^>  '3i49'5i 
References  to,  address,  13 ;  adj.,  693, 
1712-4  J  suf^y,  1856.63,  i934-44t  5877*9. 
6297-9 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Pearce    as  to  enabling  senators 
to  attend  opening  of  Women's  Work 
Exhibition,  4345 
Senator  Neild    as  to  adjourning  over 
Easter,  10253,  10369 


SzNATB— rt>fi/tiiMe^. 

Baker,  Sir  R.  C. 

Motion  proposed  bv  Senator  Neild  for  re- 
cognition of  services  rendered  to  the 
Parliament  by,  as  first  President  of  the 
Senate,  3365 ;  seconded  by  Senator  Best, 
3366;  debated,  3366;  and  agreed  to, 
3370  i  reply  reported,  3684 


Bills.' 


Motion  by  Senator  Neild  for  report  by 
Standing  Orders  Committee  as  to 
amendment  of  standing  order  regulat- 
ing reference  of  Bill  to  select  com- 
mittee, agreed  to,  30. 

Circulation  of  Supply  Bill  prior  to  first 
reading,  supply,  1836 

Initiation  of,  in  Senate,  supply,  1856 

Question  by  Senator  Neild  a '  to  amend- 
ment of  standing  order  so  as  to  permit 
of  a  Bill  being  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee  prior  to  its  second  reading, 
2513 


BOSINESS  OF. 

Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Best  to  re- 
gulate order  of,  31 ;  amendment  pro* 
posed  by  Senator  Stewart  to  give  pre- 
cedence to  private  business  on  Thurs- 
day, 31 ;  debated,  32-4,  and  v^ithdrawn, 
34 ;  amendment  proposed  by  Senator 
Pearce  to  devote  Thursday  evening  to 
private  business,  35,  and  agreed  to,  35; 
motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to,  35 

Conduct  of,  adj.,  485-7.  585-7,  7563-4  ;  sup- 
ply, 1862,  1932,  5878-9,  1132T-3;  obs., 
5395.  6415-6,  7895.6,  8555,  9189-90 

Order  of,  adj.,  157,  650,  693,  2888,  3730, 
4199,  4618-21,  8284,  11697,  "9°9>  1^38; 
obs.,  650-51,  3365 

Programme  for  rest  of  session,  adj..,  9191 
Stnte  of,  adj.,  1712-4;  obs.,  10399 
Visit  to  Agricultural  Show,  adj.,  2962-3 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Dobson    as  to  busi  less  to  be 

submitted  to  Parliament  after  Tariff  is 

disposed  of,  7796 

Senators  Symon,  Pearce,  and  Gray, 
as  to  business;  to  be  taken  after  mes- 
sage concerning  Tariff  requests  has 
been  disposed  of,  10919 

Senator  Millen  as  to  business  tu  be 
introduced,  11579 

Senator  Symon  as  to  order  of  business, 
"579 

Senator  Guthrie  as  to  paragraph  in 
Age  concerning  business  of  next  ses- 
sion, I210t 


Caueron.  Senator.  r^t^nAiz^ 
Political  ai^Am$mi''MrQp§}^ 
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Index  to  SutgecU. 


SwKnr—eotUinuei. 
Cbaikuak  of  CoiainTESs. 

Appreciation  of  seivtces  of,  obs.,  6415-6, 
12149-51 

Congratulations  to,  address,  14 
President's  warrant  nominating  panel  of 

tcmporctrv  chairmen,  tabled,  132 
Withdrawal  of  ruling  by,  1472 
Dissent  from  ruling  of,  by  Senator 
Dobson,  1513-6;  by  Senator  Neild, 
3150-3  •  by  Senator  Best,  347Q-83;  by 
Senator  avmon,  7896-7906;  by  Senator 
Millen,  S044-52;  by  Senator  Clemons, 
8712-81  10020-5 

Chairman,  Temporaky. 

Dissent  from  ruling  of,  by  Senator 
Pearce,  4162-7;  by  Senator  Neild,  9248- 
53 

Chauber. 

Coldnesi  of,  address,  140 

DATS  OF  MEKTING. 

Motion  by  Senator  Best  to  suspend  sitting 

for  tefreshment,  agreed  to,  30 
Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Best  to  fix,  30; 
amendment  b^  Senator  Millcn  to  alter 
hour  of  meeting  on  Wednesday,  agreed 
to,  31 ;  motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to^ 
31 

Sitting  on  Friday,  adj.,  693,  2962 
Suspension  of  Sitting,  obs.,  6414;  cdj., 
9088,  9473 

Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Best  to  fix, 

757a  ;  amended  and  agreed  to,  7574 
Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Best  to  alter 

hours  of  meeting  on  certain  days,  8076; 

debated,  8077;"  and  agreed  to,  80S0 
Motion  by  Srnator  Best  to  fix  the  duration 

of  the  luncheon  adjournment,  agreed  to. 

8156 

Question  by  Senator  Gray,  as  to  notice  of 
intended  alteration  of  sittings,  11579-80 

DiSPtlTED  ReTOBNS  CoUUITTEB 

President's  warrant  nominating,  tabled, 
13a 

Motion  by  Senator  Best  to  refer  Mr.  J. 
Vardon's  petition  to,  agreed  to,  2311 

Motions  by  Senator  Symon  to  enable  Com- 
mittee to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
and  if  necessary  to  si(  while  Senate  is 
sitting,  agreed  to,  2512 

Article  in   Argus  as  to  draft  report  of, 

^'^J-  3556-8:  3706 

Report  from,  presented  and  read,  4393 

Question  by  Senator  W.  Russell  as  to 
whether  members  of,  had  resigned,  4893 
See  "Vacancy  in." 

Divisions. 

Correction  of  list,  obs.,  9646 

Krrors  in  list,  adj.,  827 

Non-ringing  of  bells,  supply,  5881 ;  obs., 

7947.  7974  J  ad}.,  7972-3 
Placing  of  gong  in  Queen's  Hall,  ois-^ 

6190 

Transfer  of  rate,  itbs.,  8165-6 

Question  by  Senator  Stewart  as  to  in- 
spection of  bells,  and  recording  of  votes 
when  hells  have  failed  to  ring,  7973 


Snura — eantinued. 
Hansabd, 

Alteration  of  proofs,  suffly,  3804-5 
Appreciation    of    work    of    staff,  adj., 
iai49-5o 

CircuUtion  of  speech  before  publication  in, 
obs.,  6092;  adj.,  6093,  7564 

Discrepancy  between  wording  of  item  212 
of  Tariff  and  Hansard,  obs.,  9183 

Misprint  in  speech  of  Senator  Neild,  exfl.. 
7703 

Question  by  Senator  Stewart  as  to  daily 
issue  of,  5177,  5284 

House  Couuittee. 

Motion  by  Senator  Best  to  appoint,  agreed 

to,  30 

Labour  Paktt. 

Motto  for,  suffly,  3845 

References  to,  address,  144,  156,  251, 
254-6,  2Q2-5,  403;  adj.,  2227;  suffly, 
3837,  3S43-5,  3S48-50,  390a,  3915,  3921, 

obs..  7599 

Senator  St.  Ledger's  relations  with,  obs., 
11250;  ex-fi.f  11467;  adj.,  11910-3 

Leave  of  Absbkcb. 

Motion  for,  by  Senator  Millcn,  1330,  4896, 
9139,  10921;  by  Senator  McColl,  5370; 
by  Senator  Stewart,  5493;  by  Senator 
Neild,  10931 

Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Millen,  that, 
"To  meet  the  rei^uirements  of  section 
20  of  the  Constitution,  leave  of  absence 
be  granted  to  every  member  of  the 
Senate  "  for  a  certain  period,  6397 ;  de- 
bated, 6297-8;  amendment  by  Senator 
Givens  to  omit  the  words  "  to  meet  the 
zet]uirements  of  section  20  of  the  Con- 
riitution,"  proposed  and  agreed  to, 
6299;  motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to, 
6x99 

Library  Couuittee. 

Motion  by  Senator  Best  to  appoint,  agreed 
to,  30 

Matters  of  Urgbhct. 

Motion  for  adjournment  proposed  by 
Senator  Neild  to  discuss  the  necessity 
of  amending  standing  orders  relating  to, 
3616;  debated,  2619;  and  withdrawn, 
2627 

Newspaper  Misrepresentation. 

Report  of  speech  by  Senator  dc  Largie  in 

Argtts,  exfl.,  784J 
Article  in  Age  refiecting  on  Senator  Neild, 

exfl.,  8026-8 

Articte  in  Daily  News  reflecting  on  Senator 
Pearcc,  exfl.,  8028 

Report  in  Herald  attributing  remarks  to 
Senator  Chataway,  exfl.,  8867 

Report  in  Age  ascribing  remarks  tu 
Senator  Sayers,  8979 


July  S,  1907,  to  June  S,  1908. 
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Senate — eoniimied, 

Officxbs  of. 

Appreciation  of   services  of,  6415-6, 

"149-5'  .  .  .  ^ 

Houselcecper's    duty    in  coanexion  wita 

press-roam,  suf^y,  6319 

Office  of  Usber  of  Black  Rod,  suffly, 

10285-90 

Opposition. 

Leader  of,  obs.,  6293,  6298;  suffly,  6327 
Meeting  of,  suffly,  4081-3,  6322-8;  txfl., 
4085 

Room  for  leader  of,  suf-fy.  8981-3 
Question  by  Senator  Ftndley  as  to  report 

that    Senator  Macfarlane   was  deputy 

leader  of,  5176 

Pair  Book. 

Alteration  of  entry  in,  exfl.,  3145-8 
Breaking  of  pair,  exfl.,  7790,  S240,  9245 
Pairing  of  Senators,  exfl.,  1704 
Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Neild  that 
any  unauthorized  entry  or  alteration  in 

ftair  book  is  an  interierence  with  priri- 
eges  of  Senate,  3501 ;  debated,  3501 ; 
and  withdrawn,  3507 

Tapers. 

Accommodation  for,  of  senators,  suffly, 
8979-87 

Files  of  Statutory  Rules  and  Orders, 
suffly,  4154;  obs.t  4155 

Insufficiency  of  accommodation  for,  suf- 
fly, 5881 -a 

List  of  papers  not  recommended  to  be 
printed,  obs.,  qi,s-6,  1566 

Printing  of,  suffly,  40^1-9;  adj.,  6093; 
obs..  7843-8,  8231-9,  8866 

Bescission  of  order  for  printing  of  a 
paper,  obs.t  157 ;  motion  by  Senator 
Henderson  to  rescind  order,  agreed  to, 
564 

Re-setting  of  matter  for,  obs.,  1566-7 
Withholding  of,  by  Government,  suffly, 
3834 

Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Henderson  to 
adopt  report  from  Printing  Committee 
concerning  printing  of  papers,  680;  de- 
bated, 680;  and  agreed  to,  681 
Questions  by — 

Senator  I'earce    as  to  laying  papers  on 
Library    Table,    932-3 ;    by  Senator 
Neild,  0-^3 
Senator  Walker    as   to   provision  for 
sale  of,  6061 :  by  Senator  Pearce,  6o6t 
Senator  Guthrie  as  to  why  a  despatch 
had  been  made  known  to  the  public 
before  it  had  been  communicated  to 
Parliament,  8863 
Senator  Dobson    as  to   whether    it  was 
policy  of  Ministers  to  acquaint  press 
with  contents  of  important  documents 
before  they  were  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment,  8864 
Senator   Neild     as   to    why  printing 
of  report  of  ]iid<;ment  of  High  Court 
in  Vardon  v.      Loghlin  had  not  been 
recommended,  9353 
Senator    Stewart     as    to  accommoda- 
tion  for  correspondence  and  papers 
of  senators,  96^1 
{See  Printing  Cosimitiee] 


Senate— fOH/iHKtfif. 

PAKTIES  IN. 

Rooms  for,  suffly,  89S2-3 
Formation  of,  suffly,  6322-4 

Photograph  of. 


Question  by  Senator  Neild  as  to  reproduc- 
tion  of    flashlight   photograph    of,  in 
Victorian  School  Pafer,  11383 
• 

Position  and  Rights  of. 

Under  the  Constitution,  suffly,  11517-9 

Motion-  proposed  by  Senator  Hest,  that 
action  of  other  House  in  receiving  and 
dealing  with  reiterated  requests  on  Cus- 
toms Tariff  Bill  is  in  compliance  with 
undoubted  constitutional  position  and 
rights  of  Senate,  11581;  amendment 
proposed  by  Senator  M i I Icn  that  such 
affirmation  be  embodied  in  message  to 
other  House.  11583;  debated,  11585;  and 
withdrawn,  11588;  motion  agreed  to, 
11588 

PRAVEKS  IN. 

Question  by  Senator  McGregor  as  to 
demeanour  of  senators  during  reading  of, 
5745 

President. 

Absence  of,  reported,  7652 
Appreciation  of  services  of,  obs.,  6415-6, 
13149-50 

Congratulations  to,  address,  n 

Report  of  Standing  Orders  Committee 
formulating  and  tabulating  decisions 
from  the  Chair  during  iqo6,  tabled,  8 

Right  of,  to  debate  non-party  questions, 
obs.t  665-8 

PSINTIHC  COMUITTIE. 

Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Best  to  ap- 
point, 38,  debated,  38-9,  and  agreed  to, 
39 

Printing  of  papers  without  a  reference 
to,  obs.,  132-7,  248,  746 

Report  from,  680-1,  934  6,   1566-7,  2179, 

2283,  3148-9,  3464.  37116-7,  4462-70,  5083, 
5647,  6293,   7843-S,  8221-9,  8616,  8673, 

9353.  »ooo3-  'O^SS 
Adoj>tion  of  reports  from,  without  notice, 
obs..  8221-9 

[See  *'  Papers."] 

Fkiviixges  of. 

Curtailment  of,  by  grant  of  supply  for 
three  months,  suffly.  1833-64,  1930-48 
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Senate — continued. 

Privileges  of — continued. 

Message,  asking  for  appointmeot  of  Select 
Committee  on  procedure  ia  cases  of 
privilege,  reported  from  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, 9951 ;  motion  proposed  by 
Senator  Uest  to  appoint  Select  Commit- 
tee, 10004,  debated,  10004,  and  agreed 
to  on  division,  10013;  messa[^c,  desiring 
Select  Committee  to  investigate  any 
recent  allegations  reflecting  on  Parlia- 
ment or  any  of  its  members,  reported 
from  House  of  Representatives,  10355; 
motion  proposed  by  Senator  Best  to  em- 
power Select  Committee  accordingly, 
1025^,  debated  10256,  and  agreed  to  on 
division,  10260 ;  motion  by  Senator 
Neild  to  enable  Select  Committee  on 
Privilege  Procedure  to  sit  doring  sit- 
tings of  Senate,  agreed  to,  11304;  pro- 
gress report  presented  by  Senator  Neild, 
and  read,  11676;  second  progress  report 
presented  by  Senator  Chataway,  and 
read,  11983;  motion  proposed  by  Sena- 
tor Chataway  to  adopt  progress  reports, 
ri987;  debated  11990;  and  agreed  to, 
<»99S 

Question  by  Senator  Chataway  as  to  para- 

?raph  in  Perth  Daily  News,  that  the  Par. 
lament  is  not  in  a  position  to  fiecly 
criticise  a  "nefarious  proposal,"  11316 

Pkoiest  to. 

Production  of  correspondence  on,  obs.,  5011 

Question  by  Senator  Needham  as  to  joint 
resolution  of  Western  Australian  Par- 
linmr-nt  concerning  Tariff,  4143;  by 
Senator  Pearce,  4925 

Questions. 

Character  of  answers  to,  *uffty^  1851 

Form  and  revision  of  questions,  ffbt.t  5368- 
70,  8154-6,  9734,  9892-3  . 

Notice  of,  at  mommg  sittings^  obi.,  8076, 
8156 

Questions  by — 

Senator  de  Largic  as  to  whether  a  cer- 
tain statement  in  a  question  had  been 
revised,  5370 
Senator  McGregor  as  to  whether  a 
senator  had  to  vouch  for  the  truth  of 
any  statements  in  a  newspaper  extract 
which  had  been  quoted  in  a  question, 
5370 

Senator  de  Largie  as  to  whether  a 
series  of  questions  had  been  reviewed; 
and,  if  so,  why  argumentative  matter 
had  been  passed,  8154-6 

Senators. 

Administration  of  oath  to,  563,  9040 

Luggage  of,  supply,  8985-7 

Personal  explanations  by,  974,  1054,  1704, 
ao68,  222-;,  2941,  3145,  371)6,  4085,  4143, 
47*15-6.  4801,  ^466,  7703,  7790,  7843, 
8oa6-8,  8867,  8979,  9245,  1 1467 

Relations  of,  to  State  Ministry,  tmffly^ 
11502-19 


Senate — continued. 
Standing  Okdebs  Committee. 

Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Best  to  ap- 
P0><^^  35  >  amendment  proposed  by 
Senator  Stewart  to  substitute  Senator 
Givens  for  Senator  I>ol»on,  35,  and 
withdrawn,  38;  motion  amended  by 
leave  and  agreed  to,  38 

Question  by  Senator  JJeiid  as  to  action  of, 
on  a  reference  from  the  Senate,  2512 

St.  Ledger,  Senator. 

Alleged  betrayal   of   principles  by, 
11250;  exfl.,  11467;  adj.,  11910-2 

StEAHGESS. 

Entertainment  of,  at  Parliament  House, 

adj.,  6092-4 
Presence  of,  f.o,^  8778 

Seat  on  dais  for  uovemor  of  Tasmania, 

cbs.,  5561 

Questions  by  Senator  McColi  as  to  enter- 
tainment of,  at  Parliament  House, 
6058;  by  Senaton  Trenwitb,  Stor;-, 
McGregor,  and  de  Largie,  6059;  by 
Senator  Henderson,  6060 

Suspension  of  Rules. 

Appropriation  Bill,   10260,   1 1623 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  12106 
Customs    Tariff   Bill,  10041-3,  10830-41, 
11581 

Customs  Tariff  Amendment  Bill,  laioa 
Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 
5986 

Election  Expenses  Reimbursement  Bill, 
12148 

Excise  Tariff  (Starch)  Bill,  i2ro5 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  11995 
Motion  without  notice,  2513,  3049-55 
Officers  Compensation  Bill,  10071 
Old-age    Pensions    Appropriation  Bill, 
12136 

Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  11866 
Procedure  for,  adj.,  10073-3 
Quarantine  Bill,  6327 

Supply  Bills,  39,  1953.  5774.  6300,  13137 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  11866 
Works  and  Buildings  Bill,  11621-3,  11633 
Questions  by — ■ 

Senator  Neild  as  to  a  suspension  of 
Standing  Orders,  including  a  suspen- 
sion of  Sessional  Orders,  6409 
Senator  Pulsford  as  to  a  c«itingent 
notice  of  motion  for,  being  made  |>jrt 
of  machinery  of  Senate,  latoo 

Vacancy  in. 

Statement  by  the  President  that  the  re- 
turo  of  Mr.  J.  Vardon  for  South  Aus- 
tralia had  been  declared  void  by  the 
High  Court,  and  that  he  had  notified  its 
Governor  of  the  happening  of  the  va- 
cancy, 7;  finding  of  the  High  Court 
read,  8 

Absence  of  reference  to,  in  Governor- 
General's  Speech,  address,  63 

Opinion  oT  Attorney-General  on,  address, 
146 

Notification  of  election  of  Mr.  O'Loghltn 
by  Parliament  of  S^th.  ^^Ausltalia  to 
fill,  reportea^iS^by^OUglL 
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StSHi'O—eentiHued. 

Vacancy  in — conlinued. 

DitCharge  of  order  of  day  relating  to, 
obs;  974 

PctitioD  from  Mr.  J .  Vardon  against 
choice  of  Senator  O'Loghlta  reported 
by  Ibc  President,  2311 

Motion  by  Senator  Neild,  to  discuss 
vacancy  in  repre&entatim  of  South  Aus- 
tralia, dis.,  974 

Motion  by  Senator  Best  to  refer  petition 
to  Disputed  Returns  and  Qualifications 
Committee,  agreed  to,  231 1 ;  report  pre- 
sented  and  read,  4393 

Motion  proposed  bv  Senator  Symoa  to 
adopt  Committee's  report,  4708 ;  de- 
bated, 4723 ;  amendment  proposed  by 
Seoator  Best  that  Senator  O'Loghlio  has 
been  validly  chosen  by  the  State  Par- 
liament, and  that  the  petition  of  Mr. 
Vardon  be  disallowed,  4731;  debated, 
4732-47,  4797-4834 ;  amendment  of 
amendment  proposeid  by  Senator  Turley 
that  the  point  of  constitutional  law  in- 
volved in  the  petition  be  referred  by 
lef^islation  to  the  High  Court,  4834; 
and  agreed  to,  4S36 ;  amendment,  as 
amended,  agreed  to,  4836 ;  decision  of 
Hi^h  Court  reported  and  read,  and 
notification  of  a  vacancy  to  Governor  of 
South  Australia  announced,  7541  ;  elec- 
tion of  Mi.  J.  Vardon  announced,  9040 

Motion  by  Senator  Best  to  return  the  peti- 
tioner's deposit,  agreed  to,  4836 

Notice  of  motion  by  Senator  Neild,  9 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Neild  as  to  opinion  of  Attorney- 
General  concerning  methud  of  tilling, 
28;  as  to  printing  judgment  of  Court 
of  Disputed  Returns,  9353 
Senator    St.    Ledger    as   to  referring 

Iuestion  of  vacancy  to  Committee  of 
lisputed  Keturns  and  Qualifications, 
206S 

Senator  W.  Russell    as  to  discovery  of 

ballot    papers    sworn    to    have  been 

burned.  1^64 
Senator   O'Loghlin     as   to   position  of 

petition  of  Mr.  Vardon,  480^ 
Senator   Symon   as   to   Bill'  to  refer 

Mr.  Vardon's  netition  to  High  Court, 

Senator  Guthrie  as  to  press  cnmments 
on  report  of  Committee  of  Disputed 
Returns,  3556 ;  as  to  tabling  copy  of 
judgment  of  High  Court  on  petition, 
7753 

HOU8B  OF  RBPSBSBMTA.TIVBS. 

Addriss-in-Reply. 
House  of  Representatives: 
Abolition  of,  address,  24,  86,  170,  178, 

aaS.  343.  3SO.  458 
Completion  of  Debate  on,  expl.,  468 
Governor- General's  Speech  reported,  231 
Address-in- Reply   brought  up  by  Com- 
mittee, and  read,    241    moved  by  Mr. 
Wise,  24;  seconded  by  Mr.  Coon,  27; 
debated,  85-131,  159-92,  194-243,  3»7-^^» 
408-69,  and  agreed  to,  469;  presentation 
of,  1230,  1389 
Postponement  of  Debate  on,  to  get  Sup- 
ply«  obs,,  81 


House  of  RKrasimATivKi—eomtinued. 
Adjocrkuknts  (Formal). 

Alleged  Customs  frauds,  9093-8 

Excise  Tariff  Act,  6356-70 

Federal  Capital,  298-314 

Mail  Contract  Tenders,  591-606 

New  Protection  :  Wages  award,  12158-6S 

Patent  and   Proprietary   Medicines,  KS3-897 

Postal  Administration,  623 1 -2 

Publication  of  report,  3091-3105 

Shipping  Combine,  3930-69 

Surplus  Revenue,  11744-5 

Telephone  Anomalies,  979-9S7 

ADJOUR.NMENTS  (Special). 
Motions  agreed  to,  by  Sir  William  Lyne,  470, 
7413,  2025.9  3360.  36"!  4580,  5283.  5745. 
5977,  6292,  6503-4,  6591,  6673,  6725,  6810, 
6834,  6967,  7024,  71 10,  7169,  7413,  7456, 
9136,  12201  ;  by  Mr.  Deakin,  4958,  5497, 
7491,  9521,  10461,  10482,  11734,  11784 

Christmas    adjournment,    tuffljf,  6279-87; 

a*';-.  7536-40 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  J.  T.  Brown  as  to  adjourning  over 
Thursday  in  Show  week,  2688 

Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  adjourning  over 
afternoon  of  Melbourne  Cup  Day,  5416 

Mr.  Page  as  to  Christmas  adjournment, 
5519;  by  Sir  John  Forrest,  6728;  by 
Mr.  McDonald,  6729;  by  Mr.  Liddell, 
6834;  by  Mr.  J.  Cook,  7169,  7459;  by 
Mr.  Johnson,  7299,  7416;  by  Mr. 
Frascr,  7300 

Mr.  Htij^hes  as  to  adjourning  until  Sen- 
ate had  disposed  of  Tarifi,  11053 

Bills. 

Determination  of  constitutionality  of,  by 
High  Court,  -ways  and  means,  39Q6,  4092 

Business  of. 

Motion  proposed  by  Sir  \V.  Lyne  to  regu- 
late precedence  of  Government  business 
and  general  business,  469;  debated,  469; 
and  agreed  to,  469 

Motion  by  Sir  W.  Lyne  to  regulate  order  of 
general  business,  agreed  to,  469 

Conduct  of,  ad;.,  3682,  4461-2,  4704,  11466; 
supply,  5784-7.  5793-5.  6279-88 

Introduction  of  new  business  after  11 
p.m.,  supply,  6281-2 

Order  of  business,  adj.,  47a,  563,  744,  loSv 
4,  1678,  2282,  2343  0,  3047-8,  3619,  6186-8, 

6521-3,     6834,     7456-7,     9794,     11982,  I3IOO, 

obs.,  1977,  3124,  7416,  12054 ;  Budget, 
3036,  3128,  3294;  Ways  and  Means,  3294-8 
Precedence  to  Government  business,  ods,, 
2690 ;  motion  proposed  by  Sir  William 
Lyne  to  give  precedence  to  Goveroment 
business  daily,  unless  otherwise  ordered, 
2795;  debated,  2795;  and  agreed  to, 
2807 

Precedence  to  items  in  Tariff,  ways  and 
mrans,  4120-30,  4^25-61 

Programme  for  remainder  of  session,  sup- 
ply, 8821;  obs.,  81)30-5 

Progress  of,  adj.,  403^,  5236,  9630,  101771 
ebs.,  5131 

Suspension  of  private  bnsTness.  j9&r„  26121 
adj.,  261a,  268|i€edbyV<JiOOylC 
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HousB  OF  Representatives— ftfH/tffvr^f. 
Business  oi—eoniinued. 
Work  of  session,  adj,,  13201-3 
Motion       Mr.  Deakin  to  resume  considerB- 
tion  or  Tariff  at  point  reached  prior  to 
count-out,  agreed  to,  7231 
Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Deakin  to  postpone 
remaining  business  until  after  considera- 
tion of  Mr.  Chanter's  motion  relative  to 
Messrs.  Freeman  and  Wallace,  10126,  de- 
bated iQia6,  and  withdrawn  10127 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Kraser  as  to  transferring  an  order 
of  the  day  from  the  5th  to  the  {2iii 
September,  2566 
Mr.  J.  Cook    as  to  business  for  the 
week,  3622 ;  for  the  period  prior  to 
Christmas,  6417,    7169;    for   rest  of 
session,  11260 
Mr.  Reid  as  to  taking  out  of  order  cer- 
tain items  in  Tariff,  4280 ;  as  to  course 
of  public  business,  8930 
Mr.  Watson   as  to  business  for  siding, 
7461 

Mr.  Willis  as  to  resuming  consideration 
of  private  business,  8926 

Mr.  Batchelor  as  to  order  of  business 
during  next  few  days,  10078 

Mr.  Chanter  as  to  motion  for  appoint- 
ing Select  Committee  on  case  of 
Messrs.  Freeman  and  Wallace,  10079, 
10129,  10132,  10134J  by  Mr.  Fraser, 
10133.4 

Chairman  of  Comuutees. 

Motion  by  Mr.  Batchelor  to  appoint  Mr. 
McDonald,  ruled  to  be  irregular^  83;  ckt. 

as  to  delaying  appointment  of,  8a,  83 
Motion  proposed  by  Sir  J.  Forrest  to  ap- 
point Mr  Malion  for  (lie  day  only,  83; 
debated,  83;  and  a<;reed  to,  84 
Motion  proposed  by  Sir  W,  Lyne  to  adopt 
new  Standing  Order  regulating  tenure  of 
office  of,  315;  debated,  315;  and  agreed 
to,  3iJ; 

Appc.il  lo  Speaker  from  rulings  of,  f.o., 
10;  18-40 

Appreciation  of  services  of,  adj.,  7536-40 
Calling  ot  members  by,  adj.,  2685;  ebs., 
4q^4.  5331 

Casting  vote  of,  5730,  7124,  10667,  "725, 
11214.5 

Clerical  alterations  in  Tariff  by,  flij., 
734b.  7440 

Dissent  from  ruling  of,  by  Mr.  Groom, 
1312  6;  by  Sir  W.  Lyne,  3297-8;  by  Mr. 
Page,  7040;  by  Mr.  Crouch,  7092-4;  by 
Mr.  Chanter,  10211-3;  by  Mr.  J,  Cook, 
"546 

Motion   proposed  by   Mr,   Batchelor  to  ap- 
point  Mr.   McDonald,    316 ;  amendment 
roposed  by  Mr.  Storrcr  to  appoint  Mr, 
almon,    316;    amendment    negatived  on 
division,  and  motion  agreed  to,  317 
Speaker's  warrant  appointin;;  panel  of  Tem- 
porary Chuirmcn,  tabled,  404 
Question  by  Jtr.  Watson  as  to  avoiding  ses- 
sional contest  for  position  of,  80 


House  op  REnuisufTATiTBS— ftfu/mif^tf. 
Chamber. 

Ventilation  of,  adj.,  3683;  Ways  and  Meant, 
4857;  suffly,  6289 

.  Questions  by — 

Mr.  Liddell  as  to  ventilation  of,  4412 
Mr.  Johnson  as  to  lighting  of,  7249 

Days  of  Meeting. 

Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Deakin  to  hi, 
agreed  to,  a8 

Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Deakin  for  the 
House  to  sit  on  Monday,  6506 ;  debated, 
6506,  and  agreed  to,  6519 ;  motion  by 
Mr.  Deakin  to  discontinue  Monday  sittings 
unless  otherwise  ordered,  agreed  to,  8863; 
motion  by  Mr.  Deakiu  for  Monday  sitting 
agreed  to,  11734 

Hour  of  nifclint;,  adj.,  3230,  3362,  4704. 
4935'  5236.  6186-8;  m.,  6967 

Duration  of  lecess  for  dinner,  obs.  113;  adj. 
3230.  323a 

Days  of  sitting,  adj.,  6186-8,  6504,  6521-3, 

6810;  obs.,  6417,  0503-4;  ex-pi..  6524 
Saturday  sitting,  adj.,  6521-3,  6810 
Suspension  of  sitting,  f.Q.,  6631;  obs.,  7355 
Stress  of  long  sittings,  obs.^  fx^^J 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Chanter  as  to  sitting  on  Friday.  ();6 
Mr.  Chanter   as  to  dinner  adjournment, 
.5854 

Mr.  Page   as  to  meeting  on  six  di>)->  a 

week,  5131 ;  by  Mr.   McDonaM,  5^20; 

by   Mr.   Thomas,  6024 ;  by   Mr.  J.  T. 

Brown,  6186}  by  Mr.  Batchelor,  6416;  by 

Mr.  Watson  and    Mr.   J.    Cook,  6417, 

6676;  by  Mr.  Bamford,  6729;  by  Mr. 

McWilliams,  11703 
Mr.  Moloney   as  to  recording  names  of 

members  in  attendance  during  all-night 

sittings,  6024 
Mr.    Bowden     as   to    alteration   of  (V")* 

or  hours  of  sitting,  6ni 
Mr.  J.  Cook    as  to  protracted  sittings, 

68m 

Mr.  McDonald  as  to  sitting  on  Saturday 
or  other  dajr  to  dispose  of  Tariff,  11052; 
late  on  Friday  and  on  following  Mon- 
day to  close  the  session,  1152$ 

Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  morning  and  late 
sittings,  1171)0 

Divisions. 
Correction  of  list,  obs..  6548 
Inadvertent  vote,  exfl.,  7183 
Number  of  calls  for,  f.o.,  6567.8 
Position  of  member  calling  for,  f.o.,  7247 
Vote  of  member  in  gangway,  obs.,  696^ 
Withdrawal  of  calls  for,  obs.,  6908-9,  m)76, 
709^1-2 

Exhibits. 

Mineral  specimens  in  corridor,  adj.,  1412 
Playing  of  exhibited  pianos,  obs.,  7213 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  erection  of  a  machine  in 

north  lobby  and  extension  of  lile 
privilege   lo   importers   of   machinri^ , 

Mr.  Glynn,  Mr.  roynlon,  .^nd  Mr.  Batche- 
lor, as  to  exhibit  of /piano  in  ante-room, 
7114;  Mr.  S^ownwVripOgle 
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HousB  or  Rxfexsentahtks — ecntinued. 
EzhibtU— ftrn/tiwe^. 
Questions  by — 

Mi.  WillU    as  to  use  of  corridors  by 
strangers  in  connexioo   with  exhibited 
wares,  7115 
Mr.  Livingston   as  to  removal  of  pianos, 

7300 

Mr.  Fuller  and  Mr.  Salmon  as  to  a  pic- 
ture of  Dalgety,  10965 

Mr.  Fuller  as  to  permission  to  exhibit 
pictures  in  corridor,  10965 

FOKSEST,  Sir  ]. 

Performances  and  professions  of,  Budget, 
3220-8;  adj..  323r-a;  exfl..  1300;  suffly, 
3344-5° 

■Withdrawal  from  Chamber,  exfl.,  192 
Reduction  of  Estimates  by,  exfl.^  11625 
Votes  of,  exfl.,  10876 


Gkand  Couiirnms. 
Appomtment  of*  sufily,  5786 

Hansaso. 

Correctioa   of   figures   in   speech   by  Mr. 

Mahon,  exfl.  3419-20 
Inaccuracy  in  a  "proof"  report,  cbs.,  385a 
Insertion    of    unread   document   in^  ebi., 

73"S.  9847 

KiNGSION,  Right  Hon.  C.  C. 

Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Deakin  that  the 
House  record  its  deep  appreciation  of 
the  great  public  services  rendered  by  Mr. 
Kingston,  and  its  profound  regret  at  his 
untimely  decease,  11046;  debated,  110471 
and  agreed  to,  1 1049 ;  motion  by  Mr. 
Deakin  that  Mr.  Speaker  be  requested  to 
convey  the  resolution  to  Mrs.  Kingston, 
agreed  lo,  11049;  reply  reported,  12038 

Labolk  Party. 

Issue  of  circular  by  Mr.  Catts,  Ways  and 

Means.  4026-8;  exfl.,  4361-2 
References   to,   address,    109-10,  124,  160, 

183-5,  ^-y*  3I7-24.  338-43. 

344.  347-50.  40Q-q6,  460-7:  Budget.  2124, 

2145,  2477-82,  2609-12,  3656-9,  2716-7,  2821, 

2840,  2933-4,  2991-3,  3'4i-5J  suff^y^ 
3346-50,  3439,  9303-51.  "187;  Ways  and 
Means,  3991-3,  4005-6,  4018-23,  4110,  4118 
Resignation  by  Mr.  Watson  of,  and  election 
of  Mr.  Fisher  to,  leadership  of,  06s., 
5336-7 

Votes  of  members  of,  exfl.,  10876 
Question  by  Mr,  Hall  asking  Mr.  Fair- 
bairn  to  cite  one  instance  of  a  member 
of   Labour    Party   being   compelled  to 
vote  against  his  conscience,  10876,  10967 

Leave  of  Absence. 

Motions  for,  by  Sir  William  Lync,  2iai  ;  by 
Mr.  Deakin,  5803,  10652;  by  Mr.  Reid, 
58^ 

Motion  by  Mr.  Groom  to  grant  leave  of 
absence  to  every  member  until  first  sitting 
in  1908,  agreed  to,  7491 

Library. 

Vote  for,  suffly,  11300 
F.69eO.— a 


House  of  representatives — continued. 

LOBSnNG. 

ISee  Exhibits,  also  Strangers.] 

Members. 

Absence  of  Mr.  Maloney,  f.o.,  7253 
Administration  of   Oatli   to,  a,  500,  769, 
1413 

Mr.  H.  Mahon,  suffly,  3344-9 

Naming  of  Mr.  Povnton,  Ways  and  Means, 

Oi^et  'of  High  Court  voiding  the  return  of 
Mr.  Palmer  for  Echuca,  read  by  the 
Clerk,  22 

Personal  Explanations  by,  192,  468,  500-1, 
693*  897.  »»8o,  1279,  1866-7,  2312-3,  3561-3, 
2651M.  2683,  3a3i,  3*96-9.  3300.  34»o,  3419. 
3438,  3439.  3440.  3589.  385a.  3970-»»  4243. 
4361-2,  4843-7.  4867,    52iOr   5782,  5910, 
6506,  6524,  6548,  6767,  6768,  6793-s,  6812, 
7183,  7185,  7253,  9347,  9348,  9350,  9351, 
10471,    10480-3,    10605,    10703-6,    10732, . 
10876,     10966-7,     10975-8,     loqqS,  11017, 
tioiS,     11046,     II 177-9,     ^'578.  "625, 
I1704-7,  11787,  11913-5,  11918,  12190,12198 
Suj^plv  of  information  to.  exfl.,  26;i-3 
Writ,  issue  of,  22,  11095;  return  of,  500 
Questions  by- 
Mr.  Storrer   as  to  late  delivery  of  letter- 
to,  667'^ 

Mr.  J,  Cook    as  to  sweating  nf  members 

and  payment  for  overtime,  68r3 
Mr,  Palmer  as  to  whether  a  siatemcnt  by 
Mr.  Hughes  was  a  breach  of  his  oath  of 
allegiance,  9093 

Newspaper  Misrefrrsentations. 

Statement  in  Age  reflecting  on  the  Opposi- 
tion, exfl.,  693-4;  on  the  Opposition 
Comer,  exfl.,  1279-80;  oi>s.,  10985-6; 
on  Sir  J,  Forrest,  exfl.,  3300;  on  Mr.  J. 
Cook  and  Mr.  Page,  exfl.,  5210;  on  Mr. 
Page,  exfl.,  11017 

[See  Privilege.] 

Notices  of  Motion. 

Removal     of    motion    from  notice-paper, 

suffly,  9310,  9317,  9337;  f.o..  9352 
Question — 

By  Mr.  Wilson  as  to  disappearance  of 
Mr.  Fisher's  motion  about  Old-age 
pensions  from  notice-paper,  9298 

Ofhcers. 

Appreciation  of  work  of,  adj.,  12201-3 

Oppositioh,  The. 

Attitude  of,  during  illness  of  Prime  Minis- 
ter, exfl.,  693-4 
Betrayal  of  free-trade  by.  Ways  and  Means, 

4106-7,  4112-3 
Condition  of,  address,  456 
Disciplining  of,  Budget,  2667 
Leader  of,  address.  85,  I47>  207,  217,  457; 
Budget,  a477-8o,  2608-12,  2656-9,  2840-2; 
Ways  and  Means,  4014-7,  4026,  4106-7, 

Siia>7 
icy  of  Opposition  Corner  party,  Budget, 

3044-5 

Thanks  to  leader  of,  adj.,  11863 
Question  by  Mr.  Page^-^s  lo  inlrigue  by 
Opposition  (£fip?Jd?f^J»©@#l?*«i«try. 
I 1054  o 
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HOOSB  OF  REPRESBNTATITEit — tOntinued.  I 

BieakiDg  of  pair,  txfl.,  10733 
Changing  of  pain.  Ways  and  Means,  6793-5 
Enoaeouf  entries  in  book,  exfl.,  6506,  11^79 
Failure  to  obtain  a  pair,  ex^.,  11528 
Pairing  member  twice,  adj.,  10699;  "^-i 

10703-6,  1 1 579 
Pair  OQ  piano  duties,  obs.,  11214 
Refusal  of  pairs,  obs.,  i0544<6,  11314 

Pauob,  Mr.  A.  C. 
Allowance  to,  suffly,  iiaifi 

[See  Prateks.] 

PtflBS.  ■ 

Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Hntcbisoh  to  adopt 
report  from  Printing  Committee  concern- 
ing printing  of  papers,  769 ;  debated,  769, 
and  agreed  to,  771 

Printing  of  Bills  and  Papers,  obs.,  3039- 
30;  suffly,  358q-.-)8 

Publication  of  Mr.  Beale's  repoit,  adj.f 
a6ia-4,  3091-3105;  ebs,,  3995;  aipflyt  9975- 
83 

Setting  of  tabular  matter  for,  suffty,  3e<.i 
Pritions. 

Erasure  of  reception  of  petition,  abs.,  7294 
Genuineness  of  signatures  to  petition  from 

Wagga,  t>bs.,  3408-10 
Motion  proposed   by    Sir  W,    Lyne  that 
the  petition  be  received,  3409;  debated* 
3409-IO;  and  agreed  to,  on  diTision,  3410 

{See  PRimics.] 

Pums  IN. 

Demeanour  of  members  tlnriog  reading  of, 
expl.,  578a 

Question  by  Mr.  Thomas,  as  to  a  statement 
by  Mr.  Palmer  to  a  public  meeting  on, 
5782 

Pbinting  Couhittee. 
Motion  by  Sir  J.  (^uick  for  leave  to,  to 

confer  with  Priotug  Committee  of  the 

Senate,  agreed  to,  404 
Motion  by  Mr.  Hutchison  to  place  a  petitioa 

in  custody  of,  agreed  to,  3852 
Report  from,  read,  and  adopted,  404,  769* 

771,  97*,  1505,  2228-30,  3<7<:a.  3%»»  45«7t 

5130,  5600,  6354>  9»98>  10078 
Powers  of,  suffiy,  3593 

PsmutGB. 

Motion  proposed  by  Mt.  Hutchison  to  refer 
petition  to  Attomej^-General  for  immediate 
wvestigation  as  to  its  accuracy  and  alleged 
forgery,  3412;  debated  3413;  amendment 

froposed  by  Mr.  Salmon  to  substitute 
tinting  Committee  for  Attomey-Goieral, 
3412;  debated,  3413-9;  and  agreed  to, 
3419;  motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to, 
3419;  report  presented  and  read,  6094  f  and 
adopted,  6095;  report  by  Crown  Solicitor 
tabled  and  read,  7457-8 
Charges  and  innuendoes  of  corruption 
against  members  of  Parliameat,  adf., 
9794;  obs.,  11100-13 
Statement  by  the  Treasurer  that  Standard 
Oil  Company  had  '*the  numbers  in  its 
bag,"  ^.ff.,  10974-s;  ffbs.,  10975-96 


OOSB  OF  REPSESENTAnVKS— ftfnftRM^. 
Privilege — continued. 
Rules  of  procedure  in  cases  of,  adj.,  9794 
Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Deakin  to  appojnt 
a  Select  Committee  to  rqwrt  as  to  belt 
procedure   for  trial   and   pniiishment  of 
ersons  charged  with  interference  with  or 
reach  of  powers,  privileges,  or  immitni- 
ties  of  either  House  or  member  of  com- 
mittees of  each  House,  9953,  debated  9953, 
and  agreed  to  9954;  message  from  Senate 
reported,  10076;  motion  proposed  by  Mr. 
Deakin  to  empower  Privilege  Procedure 
Committee  to  investigate  any  recent  al- 
legations reflecting  on  Parliament  or  any 
of  its  members,  10127,  debated  toiaS,  and 
agreed  to  10129;  message  from  Senate  re- 
ported, 10368;  report  requesting  leave  to 
report  minutes  0/  evidence  presented  hy 
Sir  J.  Quick,  read  and  adopted,  10400; 
motion  by  Sir  J.  Quick  to  enable  Com- 
mittee  to  sit  during  sitting  of  Honse, 
1 1338;  progress  report  presented  by  Sir 
J.    Quick,    and    recommendations  read, 
11701 ;  motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Deakin 
that  the  report  be  printed,  11701 ;  debated, 
and  agreed  to,  1170a;  second  progress  re- 
port presented  b^  Sir  J.  Quick,  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed,  12044;  motimi  pro- 
posed by  Sir  J.  Quick  to  adopt  reports, 
13044;  debated.  12048;  and  agreed  to. 
13053 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  insinuations  against 
integrity  of  Parliament  by  Mr.  O.  C. 
Beale,  8925;  by  Mr.  Kelly,  10075 

Mr.  Liddell  as  to  paragraph  in  Sydnev 
Bulletin  ascribing  rorruption  10  m«-ni- 
bers  of  Parliament,  8928;  by  Mr.  Kelly, 
10075,  10400 

Mr.  Wilks  as  to  investigation  of  charges 
placed  by  Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  I^d 
dell    before     House,    9844;    by  Mr. 
O'Maliey,  Mr.  J.  Cook,  Mr.  Kelly,  and 
Mr.  H.  Willis,  10075;  by  Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Knox  and  Mr.  Wilks,  10076;  by 
Mr.  J.  Cook,  10077 
Mr.  Kelly    as  to  letter  on  subject  from 
Mr.  Beale   and   Sydney  Chamber  of 
Manufactures,  10401 
Mr.  Reid    as  to  investigation  into  truth 
of  allegations  of  bribery  and  conuptioa 
of  members  by  the  Standard  Oil  Com- 
pany, tioiy 
Mr.  Foster   as  to  article  in  Reviem  #/ 
Reviews  reflecting  on  motives  of  mem- 
bers, 11521 

PioccEDiMOs  m  CoicianB. 
RefercBcei   to.  adf.,  3399,  336t-a.  4943, 
4461-3,  4646.  5337,  6144,  6181,  10699 

PSOZKSI  TO. 

Questions  by — 

Mr.   Fowler    as  to  tabling  joint  resolu- 
tion of   W.A.   Parliament  cooceming 

Tariff,  4055 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  whether  the  corres- 
pondence on  the  subject  was  trannnitted 
to  both  Houses  by  the  Covemor-Genetal 
with  the  knowledge/^d  apppml  Of  the 
Ministry,  t^ed  byV^OOglC 


July  3f  1907,  to  June  6^  1908. 
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House  of  ^tMxvtsMXTTknym—eonlinued. 
QuisnoKS. 

Attiweriag  of,  whea  orders  of  day  called  on 

fint,  obs.,  315,  606 
Character  of  answers  to,  suf  fly,  2894,3806, 

2901,  2904 

Method  of  asking,  and  continuity  of,  quel- 

tions,  ats..  10076 
Number  of  questions  without   notice,  cis., 

2231 

To  private  members,  p.o.,  10965,  1096S-9 
QnestioDS  by — 

Mr.   Maloney    as  to  requiring  notice  o{ 
all   questions,   10079;   l^'-  IiilcDoaald* 
1174^,  12041;  Mr.  Storrer,  11793 
Mr.  Catts    as  to  allotting  certain  time 
to  qaesttoas  without  notice,  11707 

QOOBUU. 

Absence  of,  reported,  7047 
Position  of  Mr.  Palmer,  expt.,  7353 
Withdrawal  of  members  during  ringing  of 
bells,  6800-1 

RlfUSENTATION  OF  VlCTOUA  : 
Questions — 

By  Mr.  Salmon  as  to  method  of  esti- 
mating population,  10484;  hj  Ut.  D. 
Thomson,  10535 

Rights  of. 

Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Deakin  that  the 
House  refrains  from  determination  of  its 
constitutional  rights  in  respect  to  the 
Senate  returning  Customs  Tariff  Bill  with 
requests  a  second  time,  11424 ;  debated, 
11425;  and  agreed  to  on  division,  11437; 
resolution  ordered  to  be  incorporated  in 
message  returning  Bill,  11438 

RouL  .CoinassioNs. 

Treatment  of  reports  of,  by  Government  and 
House,  Budget,  3708-15,  2825,  2835-7 

Sbnate. 

Allowance  to  Messrs.  O'Loghlin  tad  Var* 
don,  suffly,  ti2i6 

Delay  in  return  of  writ  to  elect  a  senator 
for  South  Australia,  suffly,  8855-9 

Opinion  of  Attorney-General  on  vacancy  in, 
address,  179,  214 

Scrutiny  of  ballot-papers  for  Angas  Divi* 
sion,  suffly,  8859,  8861 

Right  of,  to  request  increases  of  duties,  f.o., 
.  10484-7;  obs.t  10569-70;  to  request  addi- 
tions to  items,  f.o.,  10674-5  '>  *<»  return  a 
Bill  with  lequesu  a  second  time,  f-o., 
11380-t;  obs.,  11424-37;  f.o.,  11433-7;  to 
rdquest  a  .  modification  of  a  suggested 
amendment  agreed  to  by  the  House  with 
a  okodificatioo,  f.o.,  11539-46;  obt,,  11579 

SmKtB. 

Absence  of,  reported  by  the  Clerk,  6505, 
6533,  7169 

Appreciation  of  services  of,  adj.,  7536-40 
Death  of  Mr.  C.  C.  Kingston,  cbs.^  11049 

OS 


House  or  Rbfusentatitbs— f0n/iiw«tf. 
Standing  Okdeks. 
Suggestion  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Higgs  that  Go- 
vernment should  apply,  to  silence  debate 
on  Tariff  proposals,  Budget,  2666 
Limitation  of  debate  on  Tariff  items,  Budget, 
2989-90 

Suspension  of,  obs.,  S863;  <».,  94&1 ;  f.o., 

948a;  expl.,  9521 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Johnson    as  to  adopting  a  revised 

set  of,  6431 ;  Mr.  Bowden,  6834 
Mr.  B.  Smith   as  to  applying  closure  to 

Opposition,  6591 
Mr.  Catts  as  to  regulating  questi<Ris  with- 
out notice,  11707 

SnANGns. 

Dispute   with   Mr.   J.    McDougall,  w^., 
7185-6 

Entertainment  of,  suffly,  6292-3 
Ixtbbying  by,  on  Tariff,  Ways  and  dleans, 
6585-8,  7185-7,  7193-5,  7310-1,  7326;  f.».. 

Presence  of,  9bs.,  3095 

Questioa  to  exclude,  negatived,  3095 

Questions  hy— 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  erection  of  machine 
by  strangers  in  a  private  room,  and  lob- 
bying in  corridors,  6591 
Mr.  Maloney  as  to  lobbying  by  repre- 
sentative of  Standard  Oil  Trust,  6^92 
Mr.  Kelly  as  to  circular  on  lobbying  in 
interest  of  manufacturers,  1105X 

Suspension  of  Rules. 

Appointment  of  Committees,  82 
Appropriation  Bill,  3749,  10251,  11418 
Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  9481 
Bounties  Bill,  1392 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  12094 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  3897 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  7456 
Customs  Tariff  Amendment  Bill,  13054-s 
Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 
6389 

Election     Expenses    Reimbursement  Bill, 
12196 

Excise  Tariff  (Starch)  Bill,  12056 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  1198a 

Ministerial  statement,  11628-37 

Officers  Compensation  Bill,  7502 

Old-age  Pensions  Appropriation  Bill,  12095 

Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  2017 

Farliameotary  Papers  Bill,  11780 

Supply   Bill,  8a,   1809,  5S00,  6286,  8863, 

120^,  1 3190 
Works  and  Buildings  Bill,  11418 

PBTITIOMS. 

Senate : 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill, 
praying  Senate  to  lay  Bill  aside  (Senator 
Symon),  5081 
Kerosene  Flash  Point,  praying  for  reduc- 
tion of  standard  to  73  degrees  Fahren- 
heit (Senator  Vardon),  10351 
Military   Training,   oompulsory,  againil 

(Senator  Mulcahy),  5745 
Senate  Election,  South  Australia,  against 
return  of  Senator  0'I^^li^»|i 
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Tariff :  for  the  free  admission  of  m&ga- 
ztoes  (Senator  Dobson),  5175;  against 
high  duties  (Senator  Neild),  5465; 
re  duties  on  harvestersi  strippers, 
and  metal  parts  (Senator  W.  Russell), 
7565 ;  for  rnluction  of  duties  on  watches 
mnd  clocks  (Senator  Milleo),  7791 ;  for 
sulMtantial  reduction  of  duties  on  medi- 
cines (Senator  Neild),  7935 ;  re  duties  on 
photographic  papers  (Senator  Guthrie), 
8075;  (Senator  Neild),  9352;  for  plac- 
ing wire  netting  on  free  list  (Senator 
Milleo),  8153 ;  for  alterations  in  the 
duties  on  leather  (Senator  Treowith), 
11x16 

Haute  of  Refresentatives : 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Act,  for 
amendment  of  (Mr.  Dugald  Thomaon), 
6811 

Australian  Industries  Presetvation  Bill,  for 
laying  aside  of  (Mr.  Glynn),  6896;  (Mr. 
Hedges),  9089 

Elections,  praying  House  to  provide  for 
regulation  of  (Mr.  Maloney),  laojS 

Kerosene  Flash  Point,  praying  for  reduc- 
tion of  standard  to  73  degrees  Fahren- 
heit (Mr.  Batchelor),  10483 ;  (Mr. 
Mathews),  10574 

Legal  Tender,  for  appointment  of  com- 
'mittee  of  inquiry  (Mr.  Hume  Cook), 
1413 

Mail  Service,  European,  for  making  pro- 
vision for  cool  storage,  and  making 
Brisbane  a  port  of  call  (Colonel 
Foxton),  588,  769;  (Mr.  Groom),  769; 
(Mr.  Archer),  1056 ;  (Mr.  Edwards)* 
1086 

Military   Training,    Compulsory,  against 

(Mr.  Storrer),  4747 
Monetary  system,   for  appointment  of  a 

Committee  of   inquiry   (Mr.  Mauger), 

"385 

Public  Service  :  from  members  of  Public 
Service,  Western  Australia,  praying  for 
preservation  of  rights  (Mr.  Mahon), 
9842 

Rebate  of  duty  on  a  portable  engine, 
asking  for  (Mr.  Tilley  Brown),  6591 

Secret  Drugs,  against  circulation  of  report 
on,  4308 

Tariff,  for  increased  duties  on  arrowroot 

and  cornflour,  iiSo;  for  removing  duties 
from  food  and  clothing  (Mr.  Joseph 
Cook),  2789;  a!»ainst  the  Tariff  and  the 
duty  on  wire-netting  (Sir  William  Lyne), 
3408,  (Mr.  Spcncc),  3732 ;  against  the 
Tariff  (Mr.  Hall),  3508 ;  against  duties  on 
pianos.  Sec.  (Mr.  Sinclair),  36rc) ;  against 
the  Tariff  (Mr.  Johnson),  3619,  (Mr. 
Mahon),  3620 ;  against  increasing  duties 
on  necessaries  of  poorer  classes  (Mr. 
Joseph  Cook),  3971,  4517,  (Sir  William 
Lyne),  3971 ;  for  duties  on  timber  (Mr. 
McWilliams),  4085;  against  the  Tariff 
(Mr.  Foster],  4085 ;  against  duties  on 
pianos  (Colonel  Foxton),  4278,  441 1, 
(Mr.  Edwards),  4278,  (Mr.  Page),  4517, 
(Mr.  Hughes  and  Mr.  Watkins),  5400. 
(Mr.  Poynton),  5600,  (Mr.  Knox),  6725; 
against  a  higher  duty  on  pi.inos  than 
that  levied  under  the  old  Tariff. 
^Mr.  Malooey).  681 1;  against  the  Tariff 


PErmONS — continued. 

(Mr.  Dugald  Thomson  and  Mr,  McDon- 
ald), 4308,  (Mr.  Keid),  5308;  as  to  duties 
on  confectionerv  (Mr.  Fairbaim),  4410, 
(Mr.  Joseph  Cook,  Sir  Philip  F^sh,  and 
Colonel  Foxton),  4411 ;  for  relief  from 
duties  pressing  on  primary  industries 
(Mr.  Webster),  4517;  suggesting  a  maxi- 
mum duty  on  confectionery  (Mr.  Mabon), 
4646,  (Mr.  O'Malley  and  Mr.  Coon), 
4843;  to  reduce  duties  on  agricultural 
implements  and  mining  machinery  (Mr. 
Glynn),  4646;  for  a  duty  of  35  p>er  cent, 
on  boots  and  shoes  (Mr.  Coon),  4843 ; 
for  reduction  of  dutiei  on  a^icaltural 
and  mining  macbioery  (Mr.  Ponton), 
495S,  5139,  6523,  6673  (Mr.  Livingston), 
4Q55 ;  for  retaining  duties  on  confection- 
ery (Mr.  Coon),  4955 ;  against  taxation 
of  magazines  (Sir  Philip  Fvsh),  5308; 
against  high  duties  (Mr.  Henry  Willis), 
5415;  against  the  duty  on  fl^in^  nets 
and  cork  floats  (Mr.  John  Thomson), 
5519,  6023,  6129,  6227,  (Mr.  Liddelt, 
Mr.  Watson,  Mr.  Fuller,  and  Mr. 
Joseph  Cook),  5783,  (Mr.  Ewing),  5801 ; 
against  incrensed  d'ltics  on  phonographs, 
gramaphones,  records,  &c.  (Mr.  Mahoo), 
5801 :  for  increase  of  duties  on  paraaola 
and  umbrellas  (Mr.  Coon  and  Mr.  Carr), 
6023;  for  reduction  of  duties  on  farm 
requisites  (Mr.  Poynlon  and  Mr.  Hot* 
chison),  6i3o;  for  reduction  of  duty  00 
chairs  (Mr.  Maloney),  7025;  for  re- 
moval of  duty  on  cinematograph  films, 
7248;  for  an  increased  duty  on  harvest- 
ers (Mr.  Chapman),  9387;  for  retaining 
the  duty  on  electrical  appliances  fMr. 
Tudor),  10700;  for  the  re-imposition  of 
duties  on  wire  netting  (Mr.  Coon), 
10874;  against  the  amendment  requested 
by  the  Senate  in  item  353B,  kid  and 
patent  and  enamelled  leather  (Mr.  Wat- 
son), 1 1050 

POSTMASTBR.OBNBRAI.. 

Actions  against  thk  GoTEBifsoNT. 
Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  ac- 
tions  by  dismissed  officers,  7568 

ADUtmsnATioM. 

Senate: 

Balance  Sheet,  suf^y,  10270 
Centralisation,  suffty,  6310,  8917 
Efficiency     of     Administration,  tufply, 

8goo-i,  8904,  SqiS,  S919,  9001-iS,  11^2-9, 

ir6o^-ii 

Facilities,  country,   supply,   8901,  9002; 

95''-3^;  i»637-7o 
Mauger,  Mr.,  Postmaster-General,  speech 

regarding  Maitland  c0.1l  miners,  aif;.» 

8354-64 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Chataway  as  to  reduction  of 
Estimates.  7976 

Senator  Milleo  as  to  speech  made  by 
Postmaster-General,  and  re  f usa  I  of 
funds  to  Postmaster-General  by  Trea> 
surer,  7795  ^  . 
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(POSnUSTEB-GKNEKAL— t-on/fflttfi;. 
Adnuaiitratioa — eoittimied. 

Qantioiu  by — 

Senator  Needham  as  to  charging  for 
stores  destroyed  in  Melbourne  fire* 
8433 

Seaatot  Neild  as  to  disagreemeot  be- 
tween Postmastei-General  and  Trea- 
surer, 7925 

Senator  NeUd  as  to  speech  by  Post- 
masler-Gencial  regarding  Maittand 
miners,  8103.  8329,  8309,  S507,  867a 

House  of  Refresenttttives: 

Assistant      Secretary^      mffly,  1022$, 

K>a33'4-5-6»  »02S» 
Balance  Sheet,  suffly,  10139-40,  10186 
Centralization,    address,     167 ;  Budget, 

2663;  suffly.  10143,  '0146,  10149,  loi54i 

I0236>  10239 

CommissionLTs,  Departmental  management 

by,  m.s.o.,  11649-52 
■Correspondence,  delay  in  answciing,  adj.t 

3360;  suffly,  10247 
Deputy      i'ostmaster- General,  Victoria, 

sufily,    4S47,   484Q,   4850,   4853,  4854, 

4858,  4865,  5791,  11399 
Deputy      Postmasters-General,  suffly, 

WI43-5,  1023!*,  10420 
Efficiency  of  Administration,  address,  458 ; 

i»ffly,  3456-61,  3509-55,  8820-61,  10136- 

77,  10181-10250,    i04<:^-6i,    1 1267-11300, 

II39I-II403;  adj.,  11466 
Facilities    for    inland    centres,  suffly, 

8840,  8852-3,  9967,  10162 
Inspectors,  New  South  Wales,  suffly,  5792 
Inspectors*  Districts,  suffly,  10243,  10245, 

10249 

Newspaper  attacks,  suffly,  10161 
Political  Influence,  suffly,  10137-8,  10169 
Postmasters-General,  address,  458  ;  Budget^ 

2817;  suffly,  3323;  exfl.,  6812 
Report,  Annual,  suffly,  4869,  5792 
Secretary  Central  Administration,  Budget, 

aSiS;    suffly,    10176,    10224,  ^oajlS, 

10240,  10250 
Sydney  Head  Office,  suffly,  10241-2 
-Questions  by — 

Mr.  J.  T.  Brown  as  to  Wangaratta  train 
service,  11154 

Ur.  Foster  as  to  comments  io  Review  of 
Reviews,  11522 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  administration  of  Mr. 
Cbapmnn,  1516 

Mr.  Liddell  as  to  speech  by  &£r. 
Maugcr  fi-  Maitlan<l  coal  miners, 
8812;  by  Mr.  VValkins.  881a 

Mr.  Liddell  as  to  Secretary  of  Depart- 
ment, io6oq 

Mr.  Livingston  as  to  centralizing  tele- 
phone administration,  7296 

Mr.  Page  as  to  administration  by  60m- 
missioners,  11385;  by  Mr.  Henry 
Willis,  11534 

Mr.  Palmer  as  to  curtailment  of  country 
facilities,  gioo 

Mr.  Reid  as  to  speech  by  Mr.  Maugerftf 
children  of  East  Sydney,  8818 

Mr.  B.  Smith  as  to  provision  of  ade- 
quate funds,  12154-5 

Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  whether  Acting 
Prime  Minister  had  lectured  the  Post- 
master-General, 1056 


Postuastkr-Gkkibal — continued. 
Administrat  ion — continued. 
Questions  by — • 

Mr.  D.  Thomson  as  to  opinions  on  policy 

by  Secretary  of  Department,  9092 
Mr.  Thomas  as  to  whether  Mr.  Chapman 
intended   to  resign   portfolio  of,  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Manger,  158 
Mr.  Webster   as  to  reports  on  Sydney 

administration,  qSS 
Mr.  Webster  as  to  complaints   re  ad- 
ministration, 8936 

Mr.  Webster  as  to  lack  of  funds,  8936, 
8938 

Mr.  H.  Willis  as  to  delay  in  answering 
letters  to  Department,  7300 

[See  Committee  ob  Comuission  of  In< 

QUIBT.] 

ADVKBTISBlfEKTS,  NEWSPAPER. 
Home  of  Refresentatives : 

Question  by — 

Mr.  Salmon  as  to  objectionable,  3269 

Cables. 
Senate: 

Eastern  Extension  Company,  suffly,  1953, 

1954.  10389 
Tasmanian   Cable,    suffly,    1840,  19511 

195a,  3S04,  4049,  6321 ;  q.,  4470 
Questions  by  Senator  Pearce  as  to  Titi- 

maniaa  Cable,  1565,  1815;  Senator  Dob- 

son,  2179,  2406,  5559,  7623;  Senator 

Macfarlane,  11467 

House  of  Refresentalives : 

Eastern     Extension     Company,  suffly, 
12181-6 

Tasmanian  line.  Budget,  1635,  2604;  tuf' 

fly.  12180-6,  13188,  12190 
Questions  by- 
Mr.    Batchelor    as'  to   messages  sent 

"  via  Eastern,"  12153 
Mr.  Carr  as  to  Eastern  Extension  Com- 
pany, 10788,  10967,  11921 
Mr.  Fairbaim  as  to  use  of  cable  codes, 
9843 

Mr.  Knox    as  to  press  messages,  12153 
Mr.  Knox  '  as  to  cable  code,  12154 
Mr.  Mabon   as  to  Pacific  Cable,  4086; 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook,  12153 
Mr,  O'Malley    as  to  Tasmanian  Cable, 

68ri,  8929;  Mr.  Storrer,  11526;  Mr, 

Batchelor,   11707;  Sir  John  Forrest, 

1 1707,  12153 
Mr.   O'Malley  as  to  cable  route,  ti^t 

King  Island,  10963 

iSee  TsLEGSAFHy,  Wikeless.] 

Clocks,  Post  Office  : 
House  of  Refresentalives: 

Provision  for,  suffly,  3537  1 
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POSTlUStGK-GXHERAI^0ll/im«^. 

CoioaiRE  OB  CouiassiON  OF  iNQontr. 
Se>ui€  : 

Appointment  of,  supfly,  8901,  8905,  8918, 

Sgao,  9001^;  adj.,  9521-36 
Cabinet  Committee,  ^ft^y,  10267 
Queations  hy — 
Senator  Chataway  as  to  request  of  Port 
and  Telegraph  Associationi   for  ap. 
pomtment  of  a  Pailiamentary  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry,  7704 

Senator     Sayer*    ai    to  appointmeot 

of   Royal   Commiwkm.  9136,  963a: 

Senator  Millen,  9137,  g6u.  07«- 
Senator  Vardon|  115& 

Sraator  Sayen  as  to  ioqniries  of  Cabinet 
committee  in  Queensland,  xiazo 

Hffuse  of  Represeniatives : 
Appointment  of,  adj.,  7457;  p„ 
S817;  suffly,  8861,  ioJii-,a46i.  ii64 

10155.6,   10181.4,   ,0199,  joaoT  xoufL 

Co»niittee's  Report.  m.,.p„  ,^37. 

Questions  by — 

Ux   Johnson    a.  to  noUce  of  motiOD. 
8817;  Mr.  Willis,  8817 

"comSS!!'  "  to  •Pix'iatment  of  Select 
S™^-  7459;  as  to  Cabinet 

™n  ^7?'   9764:    as   to  need 

John  Quick,  9477  J         Joseph  Cook. 
9843  ;  Mr.  Crouch,  9844/  mV.  H«S 
Willis.  ,0078,  iro96;  Mr!  Reid.  iS^ 
Sir  John  Forrest    as  to  Cabinet  Com- 

S^riisS'*^'*' 
Mr   J    H.   Catts  as  to  Royal  Com- 

COUPEKSATION. 
Sgnate: 

Senator  Neild  as  to  payment 
Bpute  of  Refresentati'irs : 

^tiS^"n/'^2S*'  ""Peowt'on  to  rela- 
nves  of.  suffly,  n^oi 

L«»^^«   undeli^red   telegram,  suffly. 

Payment  of.  mffly,  4852.  10153 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Webster    as   to   compensation  to 
Mrs.  Clarice,  3423.  7463.  8938 

"w  »«   to   Mi..    M.  H.  J. 

McDonnell.  3623 

[See  Officebs  Cohpexsatiok  Bill,  under 

"  BtLLS."] 


POSnUSTES-GENEBU.— fffnft'ilHnf. 
COKTBACTS. 
Senate  : 

Tenders  for  material  "doty  paid,"  tmf. 
fly.  9006 

Tenders  for  supply  of  cables,  suffly, 
8924 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Mulcahy    as  to   contract  fo> 

supply  of  wire,  8868 
Senator  Pearce  as  to  clothing  contract 

754*1  7S7> 

Bouse  of  RefresetUatives  : 
"Sweating,"  tuffiy,  4852 
Tenders   for  services,   suffly,  10175-6^ 

"39»i  "399 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown    as  to  paymeat  t& 

coDtractors,  6025 
Mr.   Livingston    as  to    Tender  Board. 

South  Australia,  6728 
Mr.  Sinclair    as  to  tenders    for  inso- 
latois,  1 1 181 

EucnOKS. 
Senate,- 

Nomination  Paper,  delayed,  smffly, 
10392,  10398 

Qoettion  1^  Senator  Girens  as  to  de> 
layed  nomination  paper  at  Bowen,  9735 
House  of  Repesentatives : 

Motion  for  a  report  from  postal  frfBccn 
•Cting  as  returning  officers,  propoNd, 
amended,  and  withdrawn,  69S-718 

Stamping  of  postal  votes,  suffly.  aSA 
agoi,  agos,  3903 

Questions  by- 
Mr.  Bam  ford   as  to  non^delivery  of  % 

nomination    paper    by     (Petals  at 

Bowen^  9193 
Mr.  McDcmald   as  to  stampine  postal 

votes,  z866  *  * 

EXVEN  urivitE. 
Senate : 
Allocation  of,  suffly,  1953 
Balance-sheet,  need  for,  suffly.  Sgos 
Details  of,  suffly.  3803,  3814 
Eirtimates  of,  suffly^  3799,  39r3 
Increase  of,  suffly,  8900,  10264.6 

Questions  by — ■ 
Senator   Hilleo     as   to   rednctiOD  of 
Estimates,   7795;  Senator  Cbatsway, 

7976 

House  of  Sefresentatives : 
'  Estimates,    reduction   of,    exfl.,  iifiav 
11704-7 

increase  of.  Budget,  1634.6,  2460,  2^13, 
"695.  ^973.  3"8:  suffly,  9063,  9965, 
10141,  10184.8,  10190-1,  11266,  11270, 
11274,  11288,  11397 
Revenue  producing  character  of,  nt.,  7504 
South  Australian  expenditure,  smffly^ 
"393 

Treasurer's    advance    expenditure  fran* 

suffly.  8821 
Works,  New,  Expenditure  jm.^kj.  yjoa-S 
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VOtnUSTES-GEMERAL— ^on/tHUfi. 
EXPBNDITVBE— CPK/lMMtf. 

Questions  by — 

Sir  John  Forrest  u  to  leduction  of 
Estimates,  ii5i4-5,  11625;  by  Mr. 
Glynn,  11636 

Mr.  Irvine  at  to  increaae  of,  xas5i 
fiooss  OF  Work  and  Houdats. 


Stnate : 

Closiag  time  of  offices,  suffly,  6326 
Complaints  of  officers,  suf^y,  104$ 
Letter   carriers   and  clearers,   hoars  of, 

tupply,  1845,  1855 
Night  work,  suffly,  1855 
Telegraphists,    hours   of    work,  suf^y. 

1845,  1039 I 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Chataway    as  to  office  hours, 

Toowoomba,  50^ 
Senator  Findley   as  to  Sunday  work  cf 

telegraphists,  8864 
Senator  Neild  as  to  night  staff,  Sydney, 
3798;  as  to  early  closing  of  officM, 
5979,  6409;  Senator  Walker,  6409 
Senator  Pearcc   as  to  overtime  of  tele* 
graphists,  7754,  7791.;  Senator  Guthrie, 
7793;  Sraatoi  Symon,  779a;  Senator 
Stewart,  9536 
Senator  Pearce  as  to  hours  of  duty  of 

country  postmasters,  11219 
Senator  W.  Russell  ts  to  office  honrt  at 
Gawler,  50S2,  7569 

House  cf  Refresentatives : 

Accumulation  of  overtime,  Budget,  2271, 

2817,  329a;  sufUly,  4864;  7504 
Closing  time  of  offices,  suffty,  5703,  5705, 

fio^ay   concessions  to  inland  officers, 

suffiy,  10153,  10175 
Hours  worked,  suffly,  10166 
Orertime,  Payment  for,  suffly,  10411 
Saint   Patrick's  Day    holiday,  suffiy, 

10158 

-Sunday  work,  suffly,  4859,  5792,  10248, 
1139a 

Sweating  in  Cairns  office,  suffly,  5694 
■Sweating  in  Sydney  General  Post  Office, 

Budget,  3663;  adj.,  6231  j  suffly,  6383, 

6324;  m„  7504.  7506 
<2nestions  by — 

Mr.  Bowdeo   as  to  hours  worked,  by 
linemen  of   Mount  Victoria  district, 

9*99.  9479 
Mr.    Johnson     as    to    broken  shifts, 

Sydney  office,  6896 
Mr.  Johnson  as  to  payment  for  Sunday 

work,    10134,    11016;    Mr.  Thomas 

Brown,  11708,  13155 
Mr.  Maloney  as  to  Saturd^  afternoon 

work  at  General  Post   Office,  Mel- 
bourne, 8925 
Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  sweating  at  Zeehaa 

office,  7025 
Mr.    Page    as    to    Deniliquin  offieet 

2704;  Mr.  Chanter,  2795,  3733 
Mr.  Page    as  to  hours  of  Queensland 

telegraphists,  9300,  9474 


VosrukSTt^-GtsttAh— continued. 
Hours  of  Work  and  Holidays — eontinued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Storrer  as  to  hours,  ftc.,  Laun- 

ceston,  5328 
Mr.  Tudor   as  to  overtime  in  Victoria, 

2313;  Mr.  Maloney,  2688 
Mr.  Willis   as  to  overtime   in  Sydney 
office,  2651;  Mr.  Johnson,  5416,  5692; 
Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  6iUt,  7117;  Mr. 
J.  H.  Catts,  6814;  Mr.  Chanter,  10310 
Mr.  Wnks   as  to  holidays  on  St.  Pat- 
rick's Day.  9093 
Mr.  Webster  as  to  overtime  in  New 
South  Wales,  38<i3.  3854,  3973,  4640. 
7417,  8937;  Mr.  Johnson,  7171 
Mr.  Webster   as  to  extension  of  statu- 
tory day's  work,  8937 
[See   Post  and  Telegsaph  Ort\as\ 
Lettes  Cakriess  and  Ciearess;  and 
Messengers,  Telegraph.] 

iNCRnOENTS  ; 
House  of  Refretentatives: 

Questions  bv — 

Mr.  J,  H    Catts   as  to  payment  of  be- 
fore Christmas,  7464 
Mr.  Johnson   as  to  increments  of  elec- 
trical and  raechaiical  branch  officers, 
2794 

Mr.  O'Malley    as  to  mcrements  to  tele- 
phone attendants,  10177 

iNSintANCE. 
House  of  Refreseniatives  : 

Question  by  Mr.  Fowler  as  to  insorance 
of  property,  6814 

Letter  and  Pillar  Boxes. 
Senate : 

Clearance  times  on,  suffly,  8912 
Mitcham,  suffly,  3914 
Sydney   Railway    Station,  suffly.  40401 
txfl.,  4143 
House  of  Refreseniatives  : 
Wanstead,  suffly,  10247 
Question  by  Mr.  Fuller  as  to  letter-bos 
at  Wollongong,  12041 -a 

Letter  Cabrors  and  Cubarers 
Stnate: 

Boys,  employment  of,  suffly,  1B44,  184! 
Hours  of  Work,  suffly,  1845,  1855 
Letter  Carrier,  Geraldton,  suffly,  754O 
"Sweating,"  suffly,  4852,  7549 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Findley    as  to  employment  of 
boys,    1470 ;    Senator    Stewart,  1232, 

Senator  Stewart   as  to  staff  in  Queens* 
land,  1333,  ^47°  i  letter  carriers 

acting  as  sorters,  10369,  11384 

House  of  Refreseniatives  : 

Boys,  employment  of,  suffly,  8834 
Salaries,  suffly,  8851 
Motion  by  Mr.   Kelly  for  return  as  to 
letter  carriers  in  Wave^O^W* 
trict,  agreed  to,  10757  ^ 


cc 
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PosnusTER-GEMOAL — catUinued. 
Letter  Carriers  and  Ctearers — tontinued. 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Batchelor  as  to  South  Australian 
letter  carriers  and  drivers,  9846 

Mr.  Fowler  as  to  temporary  letter  car- 
riers, Western  Australia,  6676 

Mr.  Hughes    as  to  sweating,  3973 

Mr.  Tudor  as  to  employment  of  boys, 
504,  1181,  141a;  Mr.  Webster,  3854 

LErms,  &c.,  Collection  and  Delivekv. 
Senate  : 

Delays  in  delivery,  adj.,  1055 ;  suffly, 
7546;  m.,  8156;  supply,  8900,  8912, 
10173 

Facilities  at   Moora,  Western  Australia. 

adj.,  4924 
Letter  Boxes,  suffly,  4046 
Non-delivery  of,  sufply,  11489 
'        Questions  by — 

Senator  Neitd    as  to  dclav  in  delivering 

Sydney  letters,  10252 
Senator   Stewart   as   to   delay   in  de< 
livery  of  newspapers,  7895,  7926 

House  of  Representatives : 

Delays  in  delivery,  3360,  3362 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Batchelor   as  to  clearance  of  letter- 
boxes  by   motor   car,   9477,  10752; 
Mr.  Hutchison,  9477,  9843 
Mr.  Bowden  as  to  late  fee  box,  Sydney 
Central  Railway  Station,  10653,  10752 
Mr.  Liddell  as  to  delays,  2793;  Sir  John 

Forrest,  9843 
Sir  John  Quick    as  to  loss  of  letters 
containing  cheques  and  postal  notes 
9475.  9766 
Mr.  Storrer  as  to  delivery  of  Tasmnnian 
letters  at  Parliament  House,  6673 
[See  "Elbctioms,"  "Mails,"  and  "Pkohbi. 
HON  of  Corsespondencb."] 

Mail  Bags. 
House  of  Representatives: 
Question  by  Mr.  Mathews  as  to  prison* 
made  bags,  3509 

Mail  CoNTR.4Cr,  Eubopean. 
Senate  : 

Brisbane  a  port  of  call,  address,  387 
Cancellation  of  contract,  address,  la,  14, 

41,  53.  6'.  28a,  373,  387,  394,  400,  480; 

m.,  3171 

Contract  with  Orient  Company,  ohs.,  5978; 

m.,  6191-6217;  m.,  6089-92;  adj.y  6093; 

suffly,  1(489 
Cool  storage,  addrestt  48(1 
Guarantee,   Forfeiture   of,  supply,  1951, 

8923 

Tenders,  address,  481 

Union  labour,  employment  of,  m.,  4437 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Chataway   as  to  making  Bris- 
bane a  port  of  call,  5560,  5978;  Sena- 
tor Stewart,  5746,  6060 
Senator    demons     as    to    names  of 
tenderers.  6294 


isticastek-General — continued. 
Mail  Contract.  European — continued. 
Questions  tqr — 

Senator  Millen  as  to  new  contract,  5560, 

5746,   6060 ;    Senator   Dobson.  5746; 

Senator    Colonel    Neild,    5858,  7542; 

Sencfor  Needham,  7652 
Senator  Neild  as  to  tenders,  4363,  4463; 

Senator    Guthrie,    4363,    4462 ;  Sir 

Josiah  Syroon,  4363 
Senator  Turlcy  as  to  Orient  Company  * 

1906  tender,  6394,  6410 
Senator  Tnrley  as  to  late  deliveries  by 

Orient  Company,  6397,  6408 
Senator   Walker    as  to    forfeiture  of 

guarantee,    249,    649,    3558;  Senator 

Millen,  3491  Senator  Neild,  249,  1131, 

446a,  4706,   489s.   7543,   8230,  8672; 

Senator  Guthrie,  249,  4463 ;  Senator 

Macfarlane,  931,   2513,    2743,  7926; 

Senator  Symon,  4363;  Senator  Mul- 

cahy,  867a.  8868;  Senator  St.  Ledger. 

11220 

House  of  Representatives: 

"All  Red"  Route,  address,  93 
Brisbane,  Port  of  Call,  address,  238,  348; 
adj.,    245,    246 ;    adj..   6504 ;  supply, 
10349 

Guarantee,  Forfeiture  of,  supply^  1785, 
1869;  Budget.  2662;  supply,  3894.  "9«». 
290.1 

Cancellation  of  Contract,  address,  afi.  88. 

.     1 18,    196,    211 ,    335,    323,    3^   348 ; 
Budget,  1634,  2818 
Cool  Storage  on  Steamers,  adj.,  243,  2^5. 
246;  address,  349;  adj.,  591-606;  Budget, 
1634 

Contract  with  Orient  Company,  as.. 
6118-38,  6389-6401,  6432-6438,  6440-6503; 
amdt.,  re  Commonwealth  ownership  ox 
fleet,  6389,  6422-6438,  t»440-6498;  re  re- 
duction of  period  from  ten  years  to 
seven,  6499 ;  re  Inclusion  of  provisioos 
as  to  freight  for  frozen  meat  and  fruit. 
6501 ;  re  docking  of  ships  in  Australia. 
6502;  re  omission  of  proviso  as  to  ves- 
sels calling  at  Hobart,  6502;  re  pay* 
ment  of  extra  subsidy  by  Queenalaaa. 
6502;  that  the  motion  be  agreed  to, 
6503 

Poundage  system,  supply,  8841 

Tenders,  adj.,  193 ;  address,  326,  238, 
346;  adj.,  243,  2^5;  m.,  2573 

Union  labour,  employment  of,  m.,  3573 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Bowden   as  to  new  contract,  ^15, 
5690,  6096;  Mr.  Reid,  590S;  Colonel 
Foxton,  6023 ;  Mr,  Hedges,  S8fj 
Mr.  Edwards    as  to  making  Brisbane  a 

port  of  call,  ';4i6,  ^521,  5690 
Mr.  Frazer  as  to  forfeiture  of  de- 
posit, 79,  404,  881 ;  Mr.  Edwards,  tqj; 
Mr.  Johnson,  352,  1517,  938S;  Mr. 
Glynn,  352,  404 ;  Mr.  Bruce  Smith, 
404,  463^ ;  Mr.  O'Malley,  404 ;  Mr. 
Joseph  Cook,  404,  2651,  7027 ;  Mr. 
Wilson,  881,  087;  Mr.  Frarer,  503, 
1087,  2313;  Mr.  Wilks,  2890,  39IS4; 
Mr.  Knox,  4086;  Mr.  Reid,  4279, 
<;78i,  5908,  6098;  Mr.  Thomas,  7007, 
10701,  10786 :  V^^IrfMAflifB.  8S>6; 
Mr.  Bamford,  q7WS,^6^  Bowde^ 
9842 ;  Mr.  Sampson.  13154 
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fPosTUAsmL-CtntRAL—contiHued. 

Mail  Contract,  European — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Hugbes  gfi  to  labour  conditions, 
4623 

Mr.  Hughes  as  to,  speed  of  vessels. 
5497 

Mr.  Johason  as  to  penalties  under 
new  cuntiact,  80 

Mr.  JoliDson  as  to  white  labour  coq- 
dit.uu  m  tenders,  397 

Mr.  Knox   as  to  speed  of  vessels,  6354 

Mr.  Kqox   as  to  interim  service,  6728 

Mr.  MahoD  as  to  contract  between 
Imperial  Government  and  P.  and  O. 
Company,  3973 

Mr.  Mahon  as  to  day  and  port  of 
departure,  6129 

Mr.  Mahoo  as  to  revenue  from  ser- 
vice, 6229 

Mr.  O'Malley    as    to    shipping  ring 

and  mail  contract,  10785 
Mr.    Poynton    as    to   freights,  613a; 

Sir  John  Forrest,  673S 
Sir  Juiba  Quick     as   to   cool  storage 

on    steamers,    307,    408,    58S;  Mr, 

Wynne,   589  j   Mr.   P^e,  590;  Mr. 

Knox,  590 

Mr.  Reid  as  to  tenders  received,  4309, 
45'9.  4957 ;  Colonel  Foxtoa,  5237 

Mr.  Sioclair  as  to  payment  ot  con- 
tractors, 5520 

Mr.  Thomas  as  to  States  imports  and 
Federal  steamers,  988 

Mr.  Thomas  as  to  calling  for  ten- 
ders, 80;  Mr.  Joseph  Cook,  589;  Mr. 
Wynne,  5S9 

Mr.  Thiunas  as  to  C<»nmoawealth  line 
of  steamers,  ^801 ;  as  to  visit  of  At- 
torney-General to  England  in  con- 
nexion with  action  for  recovery  of 
guarantee  on  caocelled  mail  contract, 
10786 

Mr.    D.    Thomson     as   to   tenders  and 

deposits,  4633 
Mr.  D.  Thomson  as  to  contract  time, 

6229 

Mr.  Wilks   as  to  docking  of  steamers, 

«93.  SS«> 
iSee  Mail  Steaioss.] 

Vails. 
Senate  : 

Expenditure  on,  suffly,  1954 

North  West  Coast,  suf^y,  10396,  10398 

Railway     Departments,     payments  to, 

suffly,  890a 
Special  trains,  payment  for,  adj.,  766. 
768 

Vancouver  service,  tuf^y,  1858 
•Questions  by — 

Senator  demons   as  to  Tasmanian  mail 

contract,  745,  2845,  394! 
Senator   Macfarlane    as   to   delay  of 

Tasmanian  mails,  131,  157,  745>  ^3^> 

11301,  11473;  Senator  Clemons,  745, 

1815,    1929,    11301,    11473!  Senator 

Findley,  745 
Senator  Needham   as  to  use  of  motor 

cars,  4471,  8423       _        ,    J  .. 
Senator  Sayers  as  to  Queensland  mails, 

ao3i,  11987 


PosniAsns-GEHnuL— f0fi/tii««tf. 
Mails — <onlinued. 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Stewart   as  to  carting  at  Bris- 
bane, 168S 
Senator  Vardoa    as  to  mails  on  west 
coast  of  South  Australia,  963a 

House  of  Refreseniaiives : 

"  All  Red  "  route,  address,  93 
Carriage  of,   Molong,   suffly,  9966 
Contract,  suffly,  11391,  11399 
Country  services,  extension  of ,  m.,  7507-8; 

"tffiy*  8852-3,  10228,  11398 

Cost    of    services,  suffly,    10198,  11397, 
Deakio  shire  services,  suffly,  11398 
Deliverv  after  6  p.m.,  suffly,  5704,  5706 
Magnet  service,  suffly,  1 1 299 
Spencer's    Gulf    service,    suffly,  8854, 
10239 

Tasmanian    Mails ;     Coal    Strike,  adj,, 
6504,  6523 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Archer  as  to  mail  steamer  Bingerm, 
10463 

Mr.  Bamford  as  to  risk  of  destruction 
of  mails  by  fire  on  railway  trains, 
1 1 158 

Mr.  BatcheloT  as  to  use  of  motor  cars, 
,,408^  «07S2.  11526,  11791 
Mr.  Thomas  Brown   as  to  Trundle  ser- 
vice, 4411 

Mr.  Chanter  as  to  railway  charges,  4200 
Mr.  Mahon    as  to  Casino-Grafton  ser- 
vice, 407 

Mr.   MahoD    as  to   North-West  Coast 

service,  2690,  10784 
Mr.   Mahon    as  to  Pilbarra  and  Port 

Hedland  service,  aiaj 
Mr.    Mahon     as    to    employment  of 

Asiatics,  9844 
Mr.  McWilliams   as  to  delay  of  Tas> 

manian  mails,  1973 
Mr.  O'Malley    as  to  Tasmanian  mails, 

2998,  7349,  10134,  10463;  Mr.  McWiU 

hams,  11419;  Sir  Philip  Fysh,  11791; 

Mr.  Atkinson,  11917 

Mr.    Sinclair     as    to    payment  of  con- 
tractors, 2313 

Mt.   Storrer    as  to  Tasmanian  winter 
service,  10874 

Mr.  John  Thomson   as  to  short  country 
services,  1595 

[See  Mail  Contbact,  EtntovEAN ; 
also  "  Pacific  Islands,"  '*  New 
Hebkides,"  and  "  Papua,"  under 
External  Atfaiss.] 

Mail  Steakers. 
Senate  .* 

Commonwealth  Ownership,  address^  383, 

395;        681,  2211,  3838 
Contract  time,  fines,  suffly,  11621 
Questions  by — 
Senator  at  Largie  as   to  vessels  suit- 
able for  mail  and  defence  purposes, 
2179 

Senator  Macfarlane  as  to  winter  running 
of  Tasmanian  mfH* .itWPftH  ■■3oi> 
11473:  SiisliitsK  tChal^fl^Uj^,  11473 
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/fidlKC  to  Subjects. 


POSTJIASTER-tENEHAL— fUn/lHKtfi. 

Mail  Steamers — continued. 

House  of  Refreseniaiivet: 

Dodeing  of,  adj.t  19a 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Crouch   as  to  reduced  services  to 

Tasmania   and   New   Zealand,  6131 ; 

Mr.  Storrcr,  6131 ;  Mr.  O'Malky,  6131 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  payments  to  Japanese 

mail  steamer,  9585 
Mr.    Thomas     as    to  Commonwealth 

owoership  of,  773,  118I1  5801;  Mr. 

O'Halley,  1089,  itQi6 
Mr.  Wilks  as  to  doc^iHR  of,  5520 

[See  Mail  Contraci,  &inu»ui(.] 

tausnions,  Telsgxaph. 
Senate! 

Examinations  and  appointments,  tm., 
8555 

Question  by  Senator  Stewart  as  to  mes- 
seager  at  Cairns,  4363 

Souse  of  Refresentatives : 

Shortage  of,  suf^y,  5607 

Terms  of  Employment,  Budget^  2604 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown  as  to  retiring  age, 
883 

Mr.  Tudor  as  to  delivery  of  letters  by, 
504,  1 181,  1413  ' 

Mr.  Tudoi  as  to  late  hours  at  Parlia- 
meat  House,  68ia 

\See  Hoints  of  Work  and  Holidats.] 

MrrtOROLOGICAL  Obskrvations. 

Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Chataway  as  to 
posting  of  weather  reports  in  Parlia- 
ment House,  247 

House  of  Xefreseut^ioet: 

Warning  light,  Sydney  General  Post 
Office,  in  connexion  with,  suffly,  2895, 

Y  3904,  9880 

Question  by  Mr.  Wilks,  as  to  warning  light 
\at  Sydney  Genenl  Post  Office,  2890 

[Slee  Hoke  Affairs,  "  MnntOROtooiCAL 
Bureau."] 

UOHET  ORIXRB,  etc. 
Senati\: 

Inte^st  on  advance,  suffly,  1x620 

Telegraphic,  suffly,  4154 

Question  by  Senator  Guthrie  as  to  tele- 
graphic orders,  5979 

Bouse  of  Refresentaiives : 
Sydney  office,  suffly,  10414 
Interest  on  adTance,  suffiy,  1x391 
Questions  By- 
Sir  John  Forrest    as  to  postal  orders 
and  postal  notes,  1x917 

Mr.  O'Halley  as  to  Linda  office,  6416 

Mr.   Storrer    as  to  telegraphic  money 
*  orders,  Uangana,  3173 


VosTWk.STtv.'CzviEajkL— continued. 
Officers. 
Senate : 

Associations,  suffly,  8905 

Civic  Positions,  occupancy  of,  by  <Moea^ 

adj.,  8418;  suf^y,  10390 
Defalcations,  suffly^  1 1630 
Furlough,  suf'fiy,  10390 
Increase  of  officers,  suffly,  89051  8909 
Inquiries  addressed  to  Senators,  euffly, 

1 85 1,  i860,  1864 
Grievances  of,  suffly,  8906 
Living  allowances,  suffly,  X0391 
Offences  committed  by,  suffly^  X0389 
Promotions,  oti.,  7848 
Sorters,  Queensland,  suffly,  X848,  t86i 
"Sweating"    in    Sydney    General  Po* 

Office,  suffly,  63W,  6334 
Telegraphists,     appointments    and  piD* 

motions,  suffly,  8908-9 
Questions  by — 
Senator    Chataway    as    to  anstraanc* 

allowances,  8483 
Senator  Chataway   as  to  Committee  of 

Inquiry  into  grievances,  7704 
Senator  demons    as  to  Mrs.  Murray, 

postmistress,  Springfield,  6407 
Senator  Dobson    as  u>  classincation  of 
officers  in  Tasmanian  Postal  Servicer 
8698 

Senator  Findley  as  to  Sunday  woA  of 
telegraphists,  8864,  8865;  Senator 
Peatce,  8865 

Senator  Gray  as  to  charges  against 
officers,  6296 

Senator  Henderson  as  to  Cue  post* 
master,  63()6 

Senator  Lynch  as  to  supply  of  medicine 
chests  to  isolated  officers,  9536 

Senator  Mulcahy  as  to  promotico  of 
Mr.  E.  A.  Blakney,  8364.  8867  ^ 
Senator  Dobson,  8365,  9743 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  overtime  of  tele> 
graphists,  7754,  7791 ;  Senator  Guthrie, 
7792;  Senator  Symon,  7792 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  compulsory  retire- 
ment of  officer  from  local  goveiBiaf 
body,  7926,  7977.  8554.  o>39 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  return  re  nnm* 
ber  of  telegraphists,  842a,  8864 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  salaries  of  assis- 
tant telegraphists,  8979 

Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  inquiry  re 
suspension  of  an  officer,  62q6 

Senator  St,  Ledger  as  to  actions  brought 
by  officers,  6^ 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  shortage  of  tele- 
graph officers  and  overtime,  9S91 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  employment  of 
lads  as  sorters,  11471 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  letter  canien- 
acting  as  sorters,  10369.  1x384 

Bouse  of  Refreseutativesi 
Appointments,  suffly,  9567,  loi^ 
.^cociations,  suffly.  4804,  S860 
Blakney,  Mr.  E.  A.,  promotion  of,  suf- 
fly,  10154 

Civic  Positions,  occupancy  of,  by  officers*. 

suffly,  10x52,  10174 
Classification    of    telegraphist^  suffly, 

baVidfle  FtPif^l^,^^ 
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Officials — continued. 

Employment  of  additional  hands,  sufply, 
5703;  txfl.,  5910;  suffy,  9967 

Fidelity  guarantees,  tuffly,  10412-5 

Furlough,  titf^y,  10413 

Grievances  ox,  Bt$dggt,  329a;  suffly, 
SSaa 

Hone  allowance,  suffly,  iiaS* 
Increase  of,  suffly,  88ai,  8831,  8834; 

sufply,    10143,    10x9a,    10200,  10336, 

11295 

Living  Allowances,  suffly,  9781,  10151-2, 

loaut,  11283,  1139a 
Military    Training,    leave    for,  suffly, 

10158 

Number  and  remuneration  of,  w.,  9954 
Postmasters,  overwork,  suffly,  5697 
Postmasters,  salaries,  suffly,  5700,  11394 
Promotions,  suffly,  10x65,  toiya,  10232, 

10336,  11271 
Ouarters,  Postmasters,  suffly,  3518 
Selieving  Staff,  suffly,  10415 
Retiring  Age,  suffly.  10176,  10224,  10227, 

10241,  10346,  i<n48,  11399 
Retiring  AUowBQce,   tuffiy,  4860,  4863, 

4864,  10163 
Rewards  for  suggestions.  Budget,  3203 
Salaries,  suffly,  5700,  8822,  8838,  8851, 

10165,  "394;  8934 
Sorters,  suffly,  4864 
"Sweating,"  suffly,  7549,  7553,  9967 
Telephone    attendants,    examinatmi  of. 

Budget,  2936;  suffiy,  3549 
Temporary  employes.  Budget,  2817;  suf- 

g/jK.  4866;         7504,  9954;  suffly,  8834, 

8838-40,    9q68,     10142,    10160,  10193, 

10301,     10409,     10417,     11391,  11390, 

1 1400,  1 1403 
Transfers,  suffly,  4870,  5791,  i^y()6 
"Questions  by — 

Mr.  Archer  as  to  retirement  of  an 
officer,  8813 

Mr.  Bamford   as  to  promotions,  5240; 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  4684,  5804 
Mr.  Bamford    as  to  living  aUowance, 

North  Queensland,  9009 
Mr.  Batchelor    as  to  classification  of 

Sooth   Australian   postmasters,  2566, 

3890 

Mr.  Bamford  as  to  non-deliveiy  of 
electoral  nomination  paper  by  officers 
at  Bowen,  9193 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  rewarding  officials 
regarding  fire  at  MurwiUurobah,  3420 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  appointment  of  sixth 
inspector  for  New  South  Wales,  919^ 
"Mr.  Bowden  as  to  postmasters  at  semi- 
official offices,  9193 

Mr.  T.'  Brown  as  to  suspension  of  Mr. 
Bruce  Hart,  2793 ;  as  to  promoti<ms  of 
telegraphists,  5804 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts  as  to  examination  of 
sorters,  11526.  11708 

Mr.  J.  Cook  as  to  leave  for  officials 
^  who  are  military  officers,  9481,  10079, 

10131 ;  Mr.  Page,  10079 

Mr.  Coon  as  to  instrument  fitters,  11x58, 
II 182 

Mr,  Crouch   as  to  furlough,  9479 
Mr.  Fsiirbairn   as  to  dismissed  line  re- 
nairers,  12153;  Mr.  Kelly,  1215a 


Officials — continued. 
Questions  bjr — 
Colonel   Foxton    as  to   allowances  to 
Railway  Station-masters,  Queensland, 

99S4i  "<36 
Mr.    Hutchison    as   to   recognition  of 

officials  of  associations,  8935,  9953 
Mr.    Hutchison     as    to  exammations, 

12151 ;  Mr.  Tudor,  12153 
Mr.  Johnson  as  to  type-writing  machines 

for  telegraphists,  5520,  5911 
Mr.  Liddell   as  to  employmeot  of  ad- 
ditional hands.  5803 
Mr.  Mahon  as  to  poetmaaler,  Cue,  6406 
Mr.  Maloney    as  to  advertisement  for 

telegraphist  at  country  contract  office, 

9x93;  as  to  register  of  applicants  for 

employment,  xoo8i 
Mr.  McDougall   as  to  number  and  ages 

of  officers,  5x30,  5693 
Mr.  McWilliams    as  to  jnomotion  of 
Mr.   Blakney,   Post   Office,  HoOart, 

8818;  Mr.  Stoircr,  9476 
Mr.  O'Malley   as  to  sUff,  hours,  and 

climatic  allowance,  Zeehan  office,  7035 

Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  promotions,  Tas- 
mania, 7028 

Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  telephone  atten- 
dants, 10177 

Mr.  Page   as  to  working  hours,  grade, 
and  dutiesof  Queensland  telegraphists, 
9474 

Mr.  Poynton    as  to  poaition  of  tians- 

fened  officers,  10653,  "9^9 
Mr.  Storrcr    as  to  hours  and  wages  of 

officers  at  Launceston,  5328 
Mr.  D.  Thomson   as  to  views  of  Secre- 
tary of  Department  on  new  apijoint- 

menls,  9093 
Mr.  J.  Thomson   as  to  classification  of 

officers,    10875 ;    Mr.    Henry  Willis, 

11260;  Mr.  Palmer,  11708 
Mr.  Tudor  as  to  promotions,  4843 
Mr.  Webster  as  to  amendment  of  Public 

Service  Act,  3854 
Mr.  Webster   as  to  additional  officers 

in  New  South  Wales,  4649,  8937 ;  Mr. 

Johnson,  4842;  Mr.  J.  H.  Catts,  6968, 

7117,  10080,  10x35 
Mr.  Webster  as  to  temporary  employ^, 

6814,  8936,  8937,  9474;    M'-   J-  H. 

Catts,  6968,  71x7,  11181 

Mr.  Webster  as  to  "  sweating,"  8936 
Mr.  Willis  as  charwom&i,  Melbourne 
General  Post  Office,  3335 
[See  Letter  Casbieks  and  MbsseN- 
GEKS,  TeLEGSAPBj  also  PUBLIC  SSB- 
vict  under  "  HOUE  Afpaiss.**] 

Parcels  .Post. 

House  of  Refresentalives: 

Sydney  Mails  and  Parcels  Branch,  suf- 
.     fly,'9&43'  10413-4 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Storrer   as  to  Melbourne  and  Syd- 

^^l^*ry  of  parcels  by 
contractors,  11434,  1x638,  11794 
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POSTAGE}  Fenny. 
Stmatg: 

PropouU  of  GoTcnuaeot,  address,  290 
QueitioD  by  Senator   St.   Ledger   as  to 
effect  on  revenue,  1233 

Bouse  of  Refreseniaiives: 

Proposals  of  Government,  address,  22^ ; 
Budget,  2*70,  2973!  obs.,  8934;  stiffly. 
10173 

Revenue  estimate,  Budget,  1633 
Question  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine  as  to  pro- 
vision for,  12151 

Postal  Rates. 
Senate : 

Newspaper  rates,  tuffly,  8913 
Questions  by  — 
Senator    Findley     as    to    postage  of 

Economist  newspaper,  1688 
Senator   Stewart   as   to   Postal  Rates 
Bill,  4036 

House  of  Refresentativei: 

Packet  Rates,  suffly,  j£(is,  5704 

Radius    for    Penny    Rates,    New  Sootb 

Wales,  suffly,  10247,  10249 
Surcharges,  suffly,  10174 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  BatcheloT  as  to  South  Australian 

Rates,  882;  Mr.  Hutchison,  882 
Mr.    Crouch     as   to   Victorian  Inland 

Rates,  882 
Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  newspaper  postage, 

Elder's  Weekly  Review,  7026 
Mr.  Sinclair   as  to  Postal  Rates  Bill, 
10524 

Post  and  Teucgupb  Ofkces. 
Seuale  : 
Brisbane,  suffly,  4048 
Closing  time  of  ofBces,  suffly,  6326 
Contract  Offices,  suffly,  8912 
Extension  of,  suffly,  3914 
Port  Pirie,  suffly.  4048 
Sites  for,  suffly,  4047-8 
Sydney  office,  Insufficiency  of  staff,  suf- 
fly, 6308,  6324 
Undermanning  of,  suffly,  139,  1844,  1847, 

1853,  1861,  6336.  7547,  7552,  8904 
Questions  by — 
Senator    Clemons     as    to  Lauoceston 

o£Sce,  7848,  8029,  9735,  10003 
Senator  Findley    as  to  boy  Uboui  at 

Sbepparton,  1470 
Senator  Findley   as  to  East  Brighton 

office,  8616,  8697 
Senator   Guthrie     as   to   facilities  at 
Port   Pirie,   29,   132,   5176;  Senator 
O'Loghlin,  744 ;   Senator  McGregor, 
8700 

Senator  HenJersoa  as  to  Cue  office, 
6296 

Senator  McGregor  as  to  extension  at 
outer  Harbor,  Port  Adelaide,  7976 

Senator  McGregor  as  to  semi -official 
office,  at  Moonta  Mines,  8154,  8286 

Senntrir  Needham  as  to  Monra  oHice, 
5178 


^osruASTtA-GKKtsja.— continued. 
Post  and  Telegraph  Offices — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Neild  as  to  early  closing  of 
offices,  5979,  6409;  Senator  Walk»» 
6409 

Senator  Story  as  to  Stockwetl  offio^ 
10252 

Senator  W.  Russell   as  to  office  bonia 

at  Gawler,  5082,  7569 
Senator  Stewart  as  to  re-organization  of 

Brisbane  office,  4705 

House  of  Refreseniaiives: 

Allowance   offices,    suffly,     4866,  SS51,. 

10163,  10175,  10230,  11393 
Alstonville  office,  suffly,  3522 
Balmain  office,  suffly,  3525 
Belliogen  office,  suffly,  3517,  3522,  3524 
Boodi  office,  suffly,  3514,  3522 
Brisbane  office,  suffly,  3531 
Broken  Hill  office,  suffly,  579a 
Brunswick  office,  adj.,  3230;  suffly^  352^ 
Bungalow  office,  suffly,  3522 
Cairns  office,   "sweating,''   suffly,  ^693*. 

5704 

Canbelego  office,  suffly,  3522 
City    Road,    Melbourne,   office,  tiffly^ 
3538 

Cloncurry  office,  suffly,  3424,  3532 
Closing  time  of,  suffly,  5703,  5705,  5706 
Cobar  office,  ad^.,  4645-6 
Coff's  Harbor  office,  suffly,   3517,  3522,. 

Contract  offices,  suffly,  3529,  4859,  10167^ 

10171,  10413,  11393,11396 
Culcaim  office,  suffly,  3522 
Dalby  office,  suffly,  3531 
East  Melbourne  office,  suffly,  3528 
Expenditure  on,  suffly.  3331,  3336,  3514,. 

3517.  35"»  3523.  3524 
Gatton  office,  suffly,  353a 
Gunning  office,  3533 
Hawthorn  office,  suffly,  3S*7»  35*9 
Katoumba  office,  suffly,  3514,  352a,  3525. 
Kurri-Kurri  office,  suffly,  3520,  3524 
Launceston  office,  adj.,  2345,  2346;  Bud- 

get.  2^i-  sufflv.  1539.  3540 
Lithgow    office,    address,    168 ;  suffly, 
^  35>4.  35*3.  35"4 

Melbotime  office,  extensions,  suffly,  3537,. 

„3S38,  3530;  7^01 

Northam  office,  suffly,  3533,  3534,  3535^ 

^3536.  3537 

Revenue    and    expenditure     of  offico,- 

suffly,  10243,  10248 
Rock,  The,  office,  suffly,  3522 
Roma  office,  suffly,  3532 
South  Melbourne  office,  suffly,  10231 
Staff  offices,  suffly,  4867 
St.  Peter's.  Sydney,  office,  suffly,  3517 
Sydney   office,   management  of,  suffly, 

11283 

Sydney  office.  Building  extensions,  smf' 

fly,  351?,  35'6.  .?Si9.  353«.  3532 
Sydney  office,  Insufficiency  of  Staff,  2271, 

3292;  suffly,  4855,  4856 
Toowoomba  office,  sufflv.  3532 
Undermanning    of.    Budget,    3292;  adj., 

316a,  3363;  suffly,  4849,    4855,  4859, 

4809,  5792,  10160 
West  Mnitland  office,  suffly,  10244 
Wrightville,  stiffly.  jWo 


Jtdy  3y  1907y  to  Juns  5, 1908, 


VosXMASTOi-GEttEUL— continued. 
Foit  and  Telegraph  Offices — eciUinmed. 
Quettions  "by — 

'  Mr.  Chanter  as  to  tetums  from  offices, 
12153 

Mr.  FuUei  as  to  "  sweating "  in 
country  offices  u  New  South  Wales, 
5329 

Mr.  Livingston  as  to  Port  Elliott 
office,  Mr.  Tudoz  as  to  Shep- 

parton  office.  141a;  Mr.  frazer  as  to 
new  Western  Australian  offices,  1595; 
Mr.  McDonald  as  to  Queensland 
offices,  1595 ;  Mr.  McDougall  as  to 
Hamilton  office,  3433,  3974;  Mr.  Lid- 
dell  as  to  Brunswick  office,  3996;  Mr. 
Storrer  as  to  Mangana  office,  3173 ; 
Mr.  Livingston  as  to  Peoola  office, 
3175,  6505 ;  Mr.  Chanter  as  to  Denili* 

?uiQ  office,  3733;  Mr.  Batchelor  as  to 
Tnley  office,  5497;  Mr.  Crouch  as  to 
Bacchus  Marsh  office,  5601,  5911;  Mr. 
Bowden  as  to  Litbgow  office,  6099. 
12153;  Chanter  as  to  Narrandara 
office,  640^;  Mr.  Mahon  as  to  Cue 
office,  6406;  Mr.  Chanter  as  to  Junee 
office,  6406;  Mr.  Knox  as  to  Gloi* 
fcrrie  office,  7396 ;  Mr.  Webster  as  to 
lUff  of  Morree  office,  SQ36;  Mr.  Poyn- 
ton  as  to  Port  Pirie  office,  8938,  9399, 
10574;  Mr.  Livingston,  11791,  11917. 
13042 ;  Sir  John  Forrest  as  to  Nortbam 
office,  9581,  9765;  Mr.  Hutchison  as  to 
Goodwood  office,  11260;  Mr.  Bowden 
as  to  Katoomba  office,  iai^3 
Mr.  Maloney  as  to  advertisement  for 
tet^raphists  at  country  contract  office, 
9192 

Mr.   Palmer    as  to   classification  of 

offices,  10178 
Mr.  Storrer   as  to  parcels  post  offices, 

Melbourne  and  Sydney,  7027 
Mr.  Tudor     as   to    undcrmanniog  of 

offices,  4519.  Mr.  Webster,  4640; 

Mr.  Johnson,  ^42  j  Mr.  Chanter,  5693 
Mr.   Webster    as   to    "sweating"  at 

Sydney   office,   3433;    Mr.  Johnson, 

5416 

PlOHIBmOM  OF  CffitUSPONDINCB- 

SMnate: 
Questions  by — 
Senator  McGregor  as  to  case  of  Messrs. 
Freeman   and  Wallace,   7567,  8076, 
8321,  8286 
Senator    Mulcahy     «    "  Tattersalls," 

8364 

JSTakm  0/  Rtfreseniatives : 

Freeman    and    Wallace,    case    of,  m., 

10126-7;  adj.,   10129,   10204-23,  10235; 

tuffly;  m,,    11330-11357;   exf..  11913; 

m..  12044;  i^^ffhi  12190 
Medical  correspondence  prohibited,  arf/., 

2613 

•       Questions  by — 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown    as  to  corresptm* 

dence  re  the  "  Electricon,"  10787 
Mr.   Chanter    as   to  case  of  Messra. 

Freeman  and  Wallace,  10079,  1013a, 

10134,    11626,    11704,    13043;  Mr. 

Fraser,  10133 


POSTUASTZB-GbNKKAL— f«lt/lflH«i/. 
Prohibition  of  Correi-pondence — eonHnued, 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Chanter  as  to  corxesponde&ce  pro- 
hibited, 13043 
Mr.  Glynn  as  to  prohibition  of  corre- 
spondence, 4958;  Mr.  Johnson,  17^1; 
Mr.  Crouch,  5691  ;  Mr.  Tbomus 
Brown,  5782,  6025,.  t>433 
Ml.  Liddell  as  to  lottery  circulars, 
10785 

RivxNur. 
House  of  Refretentatives : 
Balances,  suffly,  3548 
Estimate  of,  Budget,  1629,  1633,  3694-5 
Increase  of.  Budget^   3461,   3503,   2964 ; 

tufply,  I0141,  10191,  10195-7 
Returns  from  services,  jn.,  9954;  "tft^y* 

10197 
Questions  by- 
Mr.  Mahon  as  to  df^tails,  397 
Mr,  Mahon   as  to  revenue  from  Euro- 

peui  mail  service,  6339 
Mr.  McDougal)  as  to  amount  earned  in 

Melbourne  and  suburbs,  4649 
Mr.  Henry  WiUis    as  to  decrease  of 
revenae   on    Melbourne-Sydney  tele* 
pbiHie  line,  6675 

House  of  Representatives  : 

Question  by  Mr.  Bamford,  as  to  estab- 
lishment of  Commonwealth  Savings 
Banks,  407 

Savings  Banks. 
House  of  Representatives: 
Question  by  Mr.  Bamford  as  to  establish- 
ment of  Commonwealth  Savings  Banks, 
407 

Stahps. 
Senate : 

Purchase  of,  at  Melbourne,  suffly,  4047 
Report,  Board  of  ExperU,  m.,  5859;  suf- 

ih*  5874.  5877.  6353 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Neild   as  to  printing  of,  7565 
Senator  W.  Russell  as  to  sale  of,  at 

Gawler.  50S2,  7169 
Senator  Stewart,  as  to  design  for,  5083 ; 
Senator  Needham,  5648 
House  of  Representatives : 

Printing  of,  supply,  8860,  9970-74,  11395 
Sale  of  books  of  stamps,  supply^  ii4»3 
Uniform    issue,    address,    167 ;  supply, 

10243,  io249>  11400 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Batchelor    as  to  printing  machine, 

298,  314,  406 ;  Mr.  Poynton,  503 
Mr.  Fowler    as  to  International  R-'ply 

Coupons,  supply,  5908 
Mr.   Frazer  as  to  design,  4957;  Mr. 

Crouch,  5908 
Mr.  Hutchison   as  to  designs  for  Com- 
monwealth 5tamnf^~88i8 
Mr.  Webae*i^teV?i»ting  of,  6008 
Mr.    Henry    Willis    as    to  uniform 
stamps,  6i577 
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POSnUSTU-GENERAL— CffK/tflMd. 
SnPEBAHNUAIION  FOMD. 

Establishment  of,  ittffty,  10414 

TE  -EGSAFH  POLB  DUSSEU,  LimSUBH,  RC 
Senate: 

Pole  dressers'  wages,  adj.,  3230-31;  sttf- 

fly,  10393 
QuestioDs  by — 
Senatoi  E.  ].  Russell   as  to  wages  of 
workmen   OD    underground  telegraph 
wires,  7927 ;  of  pole  dressers,  848a, 
8506,  8868 
Senator  Story   as  to  wages  of  painters, 
5647.  S«S7.  7703.  7795.  784a 
House  of  RefreteHtatives: 

* 

Pole  dressers'  wages,  a^;'.,  3330,  3131; 
tufflyt  loaso,  11398 

Teuouphs. 

Cost  of  Telegrams,  suff2y,  10366-7 
Cypher  messages,  o<f;.,  1685 ;  tuffly,  1851, 
1863 

Delayed  message,  suffty,  8905,  8911 
Increase  of  facilities,  suffly,  9003 
Receipts  for  messages,  suffly,  1858 

Questions  by — 

Senator   Chataway    as   to  telegraphic 
communication      with  Queensland, 
9041,  grje 
Senator  demons   at  to  charges,  3615, 
a84S 

Senator  Dobson  as  to  adoption  of, 
system^  of  "delayed"  telegrams, 
7623,  7703;  Senator  Stewart,  7751, 
7796;  Senator  Millen,  7753 

Senator  Guthrie  as  to  Pinnaroo  line, 
1929 

Senator  Guthrie  as  to  delayed  mes* 
sages,  iiaiS,  11985,  11987 

Senator   Ljmch    as  to  Black  Range 

extension,  2743 
"Senator  Macfarlane  as  to  marine  station 

at  Port  DaTcy,  5178 
Senator  Milleo    as  to  cost  of  poles, 

3363 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  supply  of  copper 
wire,  11986 

Senator  Sayers  as  to  cypher  messages, 
1330,  1927,  3039 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  obsolete  transmit- 
ters, 9536,  9893 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  Svdney-Brisbane 
service,  4895,  9796 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  delivery  of  a 
telegram,  Brisbane,  10370 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  telegraph  mes- 
sage forms,  11471 

Senator  Sir  Josinh  Symon  as  to  break- 
down of  service  between  Victoria  and 
South  Australia,  8555 


VosTUASTtA-GtXESMj— continued. 
Telegraphs — continued. 
Souse  of  Refresentafives: 
Delay  in  transmission  of  messages,  tuf- 
fly. 8834,  8860,  9001,  10172.3 
Western  Australia,  coastal  line,  frequent 

bt^down  of,  m.t 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Archer    as  to  delay  in  tran«BU»> 
sion  of  .messages  to  Queensland,  8813, 
8925 

Mr.  Batchelor  as  to  messages  abroad 
being  telegraphed  to  maif  steamers, 
9389 

Mr.  Fisher  as  to  restoration  of  cob- 
municaticKi  with  Queensland,  9089 

Colonel  FoxtOD  as  to  cypher  messaffcs, 
1868 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  delayed  messages, 
4748;  Mr.  Edwards,  4647;  Mr.  John 
Thomson,  5328;  Mr.  Thomas  Brown, 
6034;  Mr.  Fuller.  10874;  Mr.  Webster, 
1 1635 

Mr.  Mabon  as  to  North-west  coast- 
line, 3I2I,  441a 

Mr.  McDougall  as  to  impoitatioQ  of 
insulators,  2890 

Mr.  McDougall  as  to  painting  of  poles, 
947Q,  1 1628 

Mr.  McDougall  .as  to  use  of  galTsniied 
iron  wire,  6035 

Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  Waratah-Zedian 
route,  qao9 

Mr.  O'Halley  as  to  enors  in  telegniA 
messages,  10874 

Sii  John  Quick  as  to  manufacture  of 
insulators,  3853,  5911 

Mr,  Salmon  as  to  telegraph  forms, 
11704 

Mr.  Sinclair   as  to  congestion  of  wocfc 

on  Sydney-Brisbane  line,  6677 
Mr.  Wilks  as  to  fre(|uent  breakdown  of 

Inter-State  commuqication,  5309;  Mr. 

Thomas  Brown,  ytxy,  7350 
Mr.  Willis   as  to  condemned  telegrapb 

wire,  10701 

TnCGBAPBT,  WiMLBSS. 

Senate: 

Althorpe  Islands,  suffly,  4049 
Coastal  Installations,  suffly,  6313,  63*1 
Expenditure  for,  suffly,  3804,  4049 
King  Island,  suffty,  4050,  13137-40 
Papua,  suffly,  4049 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Needham   as  to  coastal  iastalltt- 

tioos,  6189,  8701,  9537,  9796 
Senator  Pearce  as  to  use  of,  for  Taa- 
manian  service,   1565,    1815,  11986-7; 
Senator  Clemens,  2031,  11383,  11468; 
Senator    Macfarlane,    11863,  "t?*?; 
Senator  Mulcahy,  11864 
Souse  oj  Representatives: 
Cape   York— Port   Moresby  installaHoas, 

^"ftht  3554  f-^  I 

Flinders  Wand,  iftj^.^gOgie 
Systems,  competing,  suffiy,  3555 


July  5, 190?,  to  June  5,  190S. 
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Postmastis-Genekal — tontinued. 
Telegraphy,  Wireleu— fflfi/i«ii«rf. 
Qaeitioas  by — 
Mi.  Bamfoid   as  to  communication  with 
Papua,  405,  11337;  Mr.  Bowden,  4311 
Mr.    Fowler    u    to    instaUation  at 
Rottaeit  Island.  6505;  Mr.  Hedgei, 
"»54 

Mr.  O'Malley  ai  to  liutaUatioo  at  Kioc 

laland,  6505,  12154 
Mr.  Knox  as  to  sCatiooi  in  the  Pacific, 

Mr.  Storrer  as  to  costal  stations,  3301 
Hi.  Stonei    as  to  Flinders  Island  in* 

stallation,  11Q17,  12x54 
Mr.  Henry  Willis  as  to  New  Zealand 

service,  11918 

I'lLtraONES. 

Senate : 

Delays  in  construction,  tuffly,  1857 
Delays  in   securing  connexions,  suffly. 
9003 

Extension  of  in  Queensland,  supply,  139 
Subscribers'  names,  lists  of,  supfly,  11484 
Toll  System,  suffly^  8901 
Questions  by- 
Senator   Chataway    as  to  applieationa 
for,  650,  1470,  1566 
I  Senator  Chataway   as  to  Nanango  Ex- 

change, 11864 
1  Senator  Givens  as  to  Sydney-Melbourne 

line,  10839,  11219 
Senator  Gray  as  to  telephone  connexion, 
?        Riverina,  9743,  9893 
'  Senator  Guthrie  as  to  "  party  "  system, 

39.  i3«.  347 

Senator  Guthrie  as  to  rates,  47a 

Senator  Neild  on  delays  in  securing 
I  connexions,  8506 

Senator  Neild  as  to  erection  of  wires 
on  telegraph  posts,  3900 

Senator  O'Loghlin  as  to  MilHcent  Ex- 
change, 6396 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  supplementary 
telephone  directories,  11865;  Senator 
Mulcahy  and  Senator  Fmdley,  11865 

House  of  Xefretentaiivts  : 

Adelaide     suburban     exchange,  suffiy, 
"394 

Balmain  Exchange,  ntpply,  3530 
Bellingen,  supfly,  11393 
Black  Range  fine,  supply  10163 
Broken  Hill  Exchange,  suffiy,  579a 
Barrowa  serrice,  supply,  11393 
Cabinets,  suffly,  485S 
Charges,  adj..  979-87;  "iffiV'  3456>  34S8» 
3459.  3460,  3461,  3510,  3511,  35»5.  35". 

«  3S4<M?j  3M9.  3S53»  '"396.  "4<»  . 
Coolgardie-Norseman  line,  supply,  112S1 

Cost  of  construction,  supply,  3544 

Country  districts  telephones,  suffly,  885a, 

10161,  ioi6j,  10244,  11385,  11396 
Dorrigo  district  telephone,  supply,  ii.iqj 
EflSciency  of  service,  supply,  3514,  8843 
Exchanges,    supply,    3460,    3509,  3516, 

3S'8.  3525.  .'^543,  3545 
Extension,  supply,  3518,  35201  m.,  750a, 

11394,  "403 
Guarantees,  supply,  8S53,  xoijo,  10161, 

10230 

i 


F08nUSTER-GKNBBAL— Ctfa/lflKftf. 

Telephones — eontimitd. 

Gunbower,  supply,  ior72 
Hawthorn  exchange,  supply,  3543 
Hotel  telephones,  suffiy,  3520 
Instruments,  obsolete,  supply,  11285 
Insolation,  defective,  supply,  11385 
Katoomba  trunk  line,  supply,  6390,  X1403 
Lithgow  extension,  supply,  6291 
Lostock,  suffly,  IS187 
Maitland-Sydney  line,  m.,  2964;  tuffly, 

3551.  57?5»  »o»4S 
Melboume-ueelong  line,  sufply,  3554 
Metallic  circuit,  supply,  3551 
Miranda  service,  supply,  3519 
Moloog  service,  supply,  9906,  11280 
Pinnacle,  sufply,  10244 
Plane  Creek  Central  Mill  telephone,  sup- 
ply, 12147 

Press,  ose  of  tnak  Unes,  tuffly,  3541, 
3545 

ReceiTCXs,  disinfection  of,  suffly,  3549 
Revenue    from.  Budget,  2604 
Rifle  range  telephones,  supply,  3449 
Rockdale  exchange,  sufply,  3518 
South  Yarra  exchange,  supply,  3509 
Strath&eldsaye,     Kamarooka,    and  Ray- 
wood  extensions,  supply,  8S53 
Sydney- Melbourne    line,    supply,  3540, 
3543,  3544.  3546,  3549.  355°.  ZSS^»  3554. 
8841,  885a,  10163,  11325-8 
Sydney-Orange  line,  supply,  3537 

Toll  system,  mffly^  10x42,  xoi6a,  10242^ 
10249 

Tmnk  lines  from  Sydney,  m.,  7503 
Underbank  District,  supply,  12187 
Underground  wires,  in.,  7503 
Uralla-Armidale  service,  supply,  X0159 
Questioiu  by — 
Mr.  Batchelor  as  to  Exchanges  at  Nor- 
wood and  Uoley,  X090,  5520 
Mr.  Bowden   as  to  ventilation  of  cabi- 
nets, 4309 

Mr.  Bowden.  as  to  seatmg  accommoda- 
tion in  cabinets,  7460 
Mr.  Carr  as  to  Bathurst  Exchange,  1089 
Mr.  J.  H.  Catts  as  to  public  bureaux, 
11^ 

Mr.  J.  Cook   as  to  notice  of  discon- 
tinuance, 9954 
Mr.  Cronch  as  to  subscribers'  nombers, 
2234 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  construction  and  rela- 
tion between  Department  and  Trea- 
sury, 9844 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  Essendon-Keilor  tele- 
phone line,  9054,  10135 
Mr.  Crouch    as  to  Barwon  Heads  ex- 
change, 11636 
Sir  John  Forrest  as  to  Directories,  441X  ; 

Mr.  Bowden,  9399 
Mr.  Fowler   as  to  underground  wires, 

158,  978;  Mr.  Salmon,  10131,  10609 
Mr.  Fratei   as  to  extensions  in  Western 

Australia,  1595 
Mr.  Frazer    as  to  supplementary  lists 
of  subscribers,  1174:1;  Mr.  Kelly,  Mr. 
Tudor,  and  Mr.  MrDonald,  11743-4 
Mr.  FuItcT    as  to  Sydney-Wollongong 

trunk  line.  7249,8930  . 
Mr.  Glvikgiti^l9W^®^3749 
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P  ostiuster-Genekal — continued. 
Telephones — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Hall  as  to  Telephone  Exchange  at 
Young,  80 

Mr.  Hall   as  to  use  of,  for  ascertaining 

election  results,  1S66 
Mr.  Johnson  as  to  bureaux,  10178 
Mr.  Knox   as  to  administrative  branch, 

5130 

Mr.  Liddcll,  as  to  charges,  298,  2690; 
Mr.  Tudor,  501,  5fo,  975,  2348,  6726; 
Mr.  Bowden,  880;  Mr.  Batchclor,  880, 
078;  Mr.  Carr,  io8g;  Mr.  J.  Cook, 
6726 

Mr.  Liddell  as  to  West  Maitland- 
Sydney  line,  279?,  474Q.  5802 

Mr.  Livingston  as  to  connexions  at  Hog 
Bay,  Mount  Gambier,  Narracoorte, 
Lucindale,  Kangaroo  Island,  and 
Kingston,  1976,  3174,  64^1 

Mr.  Livingston  ai  to  management  of 
telephone  Mrrice.  7396 

Mr.  Livingston  as  to  supply  of  in- 
struments, 7466 

Mr.  McDonald  as  to  Queensland  facili- 
ties, IS9S 

Mr.  McDonald  as  to  manufacture  of 
wire  and  instruments,  3586 

Mr.  McDougall  as  to  Brimpaen*Hor- 
sham  line,  10526 

Mr.  McDougall  as  to  Goroke-Minimay 
telephone,  11794 

Mr.  Malonex  as  to  subscribers*  inquiiiei 
regarding  mail  steamers,  773,  938 

Mr.  Maloney  as  to  advertising  in  direc- 
tories, 59tt 

Mr.  Maloney  as  to  numerical  direc- 
tory, 1516,  3586;  Mr.  Liddell,  3586 

Mr.  McWilliams  as  to  service  at  Port 
Davey,  6505 

Mr.  Pornton  as  to  guarantees  for 
country  lines,  3588 ;  Mr.  Sinclair, 
12042 

Mr.  Salmon  as  to  underground ing  of 
wires,  10131,  io6og 

Mr.  Sampson  as  to  Kerang  service,  10963 

Mr.  Sinclair  as  to  telephones  in  coun- 
try towns,  10464 

Mr.  D.  Thomson  as  to  metallic  circuit, 
6725 

Hr.  Watkins  as  to  improvement  of  ser- 
vice, 6726,  7169 

Mr.  Watkins  as  to  new  switchboard  in 
Newcastle  district,  6726,  11521 

Mr.  Webster  as  to  country  exchanges, 
9300 

Mr.  Willis  as  to  new  switchboard,  Syd- 
ney, 5209 

Mr.  Willis,  as  to  Svdnev-Melboume  line, 
6675,  6726;    Mr.    McDougall,  6S96, 
7417,  11794;  Mr.  FraMr,  11179 
Mr.  Willis  as  to  Sydney  bureau.  11917 
Mr.  Webster    as  to  delay  in  answering 
call  re  fire.  Melbourne,  6834 

[See  WOIKS  AND  Bliloings.] 

Tnons.  [See  Costmcts.] 


P0STMASTEK-GE.VER1L— f0M/i»ii«tf. 
Uniforms  : 
Senate: 

Question  by  Senator  Fearce  as  to  contract 
*o'.  754a.  7571 
House   cf  Refreseniatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Batchelor  as  to  use  of 
Chinese  helmet%  6593,  6675 ,  Mr.  Chan- 
ter, 667s 

WoKKs  AND  Buildings. 
Senate: 

'  Repair  of  telegraph  and  telephone  lines, 
suffly,  1139a 
Store,  Darling  Island,  suffly,  3930 
Store,  South  Melbourne,  suffly,  4047 
Question  by  Senator  Pearce  as  to  land 
purchased  at  Eucia,  6296 

Hause  of  Refresentatives: 

Expenditure  on.  Budget,  2461,  2503;  suf- 

fly,       10186-8,       10194,       IOI99,  I0302. 

11404-8,  12192-5 
Payment  of  contracttm,  ttiffty,  5704 
Question  by  Mr.  Thomas  Brown    as  to 
New  South  Wales  works,  11054 

BUXiIHOS— 

Senate: 

PvMident,  Th« 

Adjournment  of  Debate  need  not  be  moved 
after  a  senator  has  got  leave  to  coaliniie  bis 
speech  on  a  subsequent  day,  974 

Adjournment  of  Senate  cannot  be  moved  under 
standing  order  to  refute  any  statements  made 
on  a  similar  motion,  but  can  be  moved  to 
bring  forward  any  new  facts  or  circum- 
stances in  connexion  with  the  question 
raised  by  that  motion,  3069-70,  3624 

A  motion  for  adjournment  under  Standing 
Order  60,  or  at  the  end  of  r  sitting,  cannot 
be  regarded  as  a  means  of  a  tacking  a  sena- 
tor for  not  having  made  use  of  his  oppor- 
tunities to  deal  with  a  matter,  2620. 

Amendments. — Until  it  is  determined  whether 
or  not  certain  words  shall  be  left  out  of 
the  original  qnestim  iHth  a  view  to  insert 
other  words,  no  other  amendment  can  be 
submitted,  2446,  4733 

A  senator  who  has  exhausted  hit  right  «f 
speech  cannot  move  an  amendment  subse- 
quently, 2446,  473*.  7848.  "584 

While  an  amendment  to  leave  out  certain 
words  and  insert  other  words  in  Heu  thereof 
is  pendine,  an  amendment  to  the  words  pro- 
posed to  oe  inserted  cannot  be  moved  until 
the  question  to  leave  out  the  words  baa  been 
determined,  4733 

An  amendment  which  is  irrelevant  to  the  ques- 
tion cannot  be  moved,  3058 

An  amendment  cannot  be  put  unless  it  is 
seconded  by  a  senator  who  has  not  spoken 
to  the  main  question,  6214 

A  message  already  sent  by  the  Government 
to  the  Colonial  Office  and  which  is  not  a 
motion  before  the  Senate  is  not  ppen  |o 
amendment  by  [^f^,S|^y"(S(?^gle 
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i(uLiNGS — The  Pkbsident — continued. 

A  sCTiator  may  move  that  an  nmendmcnt  to  a 
motion  be  amended  bv  the  addition  of  words; 
but  i  f  such  proposal  partakes  of  the 
character  of  an  amendment  to  the  motion, 
it  should  not  be  put  to  the  Senate  until  it 
has  dealt  with  the  first  amendment,  7845-6 

An  amendment  before  the  Senate  can  only  be 
amended  by  the  mover  with  consent,  8338 

After  a  substantive  motion  has  been  put  to  the 
Senate  and  agreed  to  no  amendment  to 
modify  or  extend  its  operation  can  be  enter- 
tained ;  but  in  Committee  a  request  to 
modify  an  accepted  request  is  in  order, 
8651.2 

On  a  proposal  \o  empower  a  Select  Commit* 
tee  on  procedure  in  cases  of  privilege  a  sen- 
ator cannot  move  that  the  Committee  have 
power  to  call  persons  who  are  alleged  to 
have  made  charges  against  members  of  Par- 
liament, 10013 

Anticifating  Diseussion. — Standing  Order  iiS 
should  not  be  construed  so  as  to  apply  to  a 
Bill  from  the  other  House,  and  the  fact  of 
a  notice  in  general  terms  being. on  the  busi- 
ness paper  utould  not  prevent  discussion  of 
a  Bill  dealing  with  a  specific  subject, 
1032.3 

F.ven  on  the  first  reading  of  a  Supply  Bill  a 
senator  cannot  anticipate  the  discussion  on  a 
motion,  184S;  or  a  committed  Bill,  8924 

ft  is  irregular  to  anticipate  the  debate  on  a 
Bill,  4181 

On  a  motion  to  print  a  Btll,  its  merits  cannot 
be  discussed,  4841, 

JiiUs. — A  Bill  to  authorize  the  survejr  of  a 
route  for  a  railway  in  a  State  which  has 
not  given  its  consent  thereto  does  not  in- 
fringe paragraph  34  of  section  .ji  of  the 
Constitution,  and  may  be  proceeded  with, 
1030 

An  amendment  to  %  Bill  must  be  relevant  to 
the  iubject.matteT  of  the  Bill  or  ctmsistent 
with  its  text,  1516 

A  motion  to  report  that  ontil  a  certain  event 
has  happened  the  Committee  considert  it 
inexpedient  to  consider  the  Bill  referred  to 
it  is  out  of  order,  3153 

The  Bounties  Bill  can  be  dealt  with  by  amend, 
ment  in  certain  respects  and  by  request  in 
others,  3481.3,  4166 

A  request  to  increase  the  amount  of  a  bounty 
is  in  order,  3481-3 ;  but  a  proposition  to 
alter  the  destination  of  a  bounty  or  to  in- 
clude a  new  tax  cannot  be  received,  either 
as  an  amendment  or  as  a  request,  4165-7 

A  proposition  to  recommit  a  Bill,  in  whole  or 
in  part,  it  a  substantive  motion,  and  not  a& 
amendment  to  the  question  of  third  reading, 
4836;  or  to  the  question  of  adopting  the 
report,  10041-4 

On  a  motion  to  recommit  one  clause  of  a  Bill 

-  it  is  competent  for  senators  to  propose  the 
inclusion  of  other  clauses  or  of  items  in  the 
schedule,  and  each  amendment  will  be  put 
separately,  10044-5 

The  Standing  Orders  do  not  permit  a  Bill  to 
be  amended  except  in  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  such  rules  do  not  conflict  with 
section  49  of  the  Constitution,  4583.5 


Rulings— The  President— <ri>«/i»«?ii, 

A  Bill  need  not  be  recommitted  to  substitute 
the  words  "appointed  by  him  in  writing" 
for  the  word  "  named,"  as  it  may  be  re- 
garded as  a  consequential  amendment, 
which  the  Clerk  will  be  justified  in  making, 
5*83 

A  request  for  the  insertion  of  words  modify- 
ing an  accepted  request  is  not  out  of  order, 
865 1 -a,  925a 

After  the  body  of  a  paragraph  of  an  item  has 
been  agreed  to,  a  senator' should  be  allowed 
to  move  a  request  for  the  insertion  of  a 
paragraph  to  admit  free,  *'as  prescribed  by 
departmental  by-laws,"  certain  articles  men- 
tioned in  the  paragraph,  8716-8,  9251 

When  a  request  to  make  an  article  in  an  item 
the  subject  of  a  new  paragraph  and  dutiable 
at  a  lower  rate  has  been  carried,  and  the 
duty  under  the  item  has  been  dealt  with, 
the  Committee  cannot  entertain  a  request 
concerning  the  new  paragraph,  9251.  But 
prior  to  dealing  with  the  duty  under  the 
item  it  was  open  to  any  senator  to  move  a 
request  for  the  grant  of  a  preference  to 
British  imports  tmder  the  new  paragraph, 
9*53 

Where  the  schedule  to  an  Excise  Tariff  Bill 
includes  glucose  but  not  paraffine  wax  and 
plaster  of  Paris,  a  senator  may  submit  a 
request  for  the  insertion  of  an  item  dealing 
with  confectionery  containing  glucose,  but 
not  for  confectionery  containing  paraffine 
wax  or  plaster  of  Paris,  10034 

An  Excise  Tariff  Bill  cannot  be  amended  in 
any  respect,  10035 

Where  a  Bill  is  reported  with  a  request,  the 
adoption  of  the  report  cannot  be  moved  if 
an  objection  be  taken,  10040 

Constitution  Act. — It  is  the  duty  of  the  Chair 
to  give  an  opinion  on  the  application  of  the 
Constitution  to  a  question  under  considera- 
tion, but  not  to  give  an  opinion  which  would 
involve  the  interpretation  of  it,  1029 

Strictly  speaking,  a  provision  in  the  Constitu- 
tion on  a  subject  must  govern  rather  than  a 
standing  order,  and  it  is  sufficient  for  a 
senator  to  comply  with  the  former,  63Qq 

When  a  matter  can  be  clearly  and  definitely 
settled,  a  provision  in  the  Constitution  should 
not  be  Ignored,  10024 

Debate. — The  remarks  of  a  senator  must  be 
relevant  to  the  question,  8,  135.7,  1034-9, 
1145,  1147,  1156,  1258-9,  1375,  1515-6,1690-1, 
2035-53,  20S0,  2182,  3430,  3618-32,  2645, 
2647,  2749,  2759,  276r,  3050-3,  3058,  3506, 
3688-3700,  3818-9,  3906,  4580.  4598.  4604-5. 
4610,  4841,5114,  537S» 5379. 5568,  5753.  57S9f 
5766,  621a,  7899-7900,  7903,  8079,  8154. 
8226-7,  9*50.  *o25i,  10837,  10840,  11899, 
12117,  >"*3 

By  leave,  a  senator,  when  moving  the  second 
reading  of  one  Bill,  may  discuss  another 
Bill  of  a  cognate  character  on  the  notice- 
paper,  and  other  senators  may  exercise  the 
same  privilege,  487 

To  a  certain  extent  a  senator  may  explain 

his   position   in   taking  a  point  of  order, 

1024;  but  another  senator  is  not  entitled  to 

ask  him  to  explain  his  conduct  on  a  previoui 

occasi(Mi,  1028  c-\r^cs\o 
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RouNGS— The  Vuaivws— continued. 

Od  the  motion  for  lecond  rcadinjr  of  :t  TlUl  a 
senator  may  allude,  incidentally,  to  what 
has  taken  place  elsewhere  under  similar  con- 
ditions, 13^9;  he  should  confine  himself  as 
closely  as  he  can  to  its  subiect-matter,  5682 

It  is  permissible  to  criticise  the  attitude  of  a 
Minister  in  regard  to  the  Bill  before  the 
Senate,  but  not  in  regard  to  other  matters, 
1690.  When  the  Minister  is  replying  to  the 
attack  he  is  entitled  to  point  out  that  hii 
support  of  the  Bill  is  consistent  with  the 
opinions  he  has  held  on  cognate  questiontt 
1696 

The  statement  of  a  senator  mast  be  accepted, 
»6o».  5374.  5385 

On  the  third  reading  of  a  Railway  Survey  Bill 
a  senator  may  point  out  the  difficulties 
which  will  probably  occur  should  the  railway 
be  built,  1703 

A  debate  is  closed  by  the  speech  of  the 
mover  of  the  quettinn,  19531  39^5 

With  noncurrence,  a  debate  ma^  be  inter- 
mpted  to  permit  a  Minister  to  make  an  im* 
portant  aooonncement  to  the  Senate,  aogS 

When  a  senator  it  moving  for  a  siupensioD 
of  the  Standing  Orders  to  enable  him  to 
move  for  the  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee, he  is  entitled  to  state,  but  not  to 
discuss,  the  objects  of  the  proposed  inquiry, 
3053 

On  a  motion  to  appoint  a  Select  Committee 
to  inquire  into  certain  charges,  a  lenator 
may  snow  that  he  had  leaaoni  for  making 
certain  statements,  but  he  may  not  discuss 
their  accuracy  or  otherwise,  3058 

On  a  motion  for  adjournment  under  standing 
order  60,  the  debate  is  limited  by  the  terms 
of  the  motion,  and,  except  incidentally, 
other  cases  or  matters  cannot  Ee  alluded  to, 
3693-3700.  A  senator  can  allude  to  another 
matter  incidentally,  but  it  cannot  be  de* 
bated,  5759,  5766,  9739 

On  the  first  reading  of  a  Works  and  Buildings 
Bill  there  can  be  no  discussion  of  its  de- 
tails, 11622;  the  motion  cannot  be  debated, 
1 1634 

On  the  second  reading  of  a  Works  and 
Buildings  Bill,  the  debate  should  be  rele- 
vant, but  an  incidental  reference  to  an^  mat* 
ter,  so  long  as  it  is  pertinent,  is  not  objected 
to,  3819-23,  3907-23,  116S9.  The  text  of  the 
Bill  and  its  schedules  are  the  matters  upon 
which  the  question  of  relevancy  must  be  con- 
sidered, 3825.  There  cannot  be  a  discussion 
on  a  financial  policy  which  may  or  may  not 
be  evolved  by  the  Government,  3907 ;  or  on 
the  policy  of  the  Labour  Party,  3915;  or  on 
the  whole  financial  policy  of  the  Common- 
wealth, or  the  policy  of  establishing  cadet 
forces,  3917 

On  a  motion  to  print  a  paper  there  can  be 
no  debate  except  such  as  is  relevant,  609a 

When  a  senator  is  speaking,  he  should  address 
the  Chair,  4805,  7901 ;  and  take  no  notice 
of  interjections,  10397 

It  is  very  irregular  to  discuss  the  recommittal 
of  a  Bill  on  a  motion  to  fix  a  day  to  adopt 
the  Tcpcrt,  51 14 

The  passing  of  charges  across  the  chamber 
is  most  disorderly,  5568 


RULINGS — ^Tbe  Pusidbni — continued. 
On  the  second  reading  of  a  Supply  BUI,  ». 
senator  who  missed  the  opj>ortunity  to  speak 
on  the  first  reading  should  make  his  lemaxks- 
on  irrelevant  matters  as  brief  as  possible. 
5880;  but  other  senators  must  observe  the 
rule  of  relevancy,  5880 
On  the  first  reading  of  an  Appropriation  BUI 
a  senator  may  discuss  any  question,  but  otk 
the  second  reading  the  discussion  should  be 
relevant  to  the  Bill,  io36o-75<6.  In  a  second- 
reading  speech  a  senator  may  discuss  the  ad< 
ministration  of,  and  expenditure  on,  the  I>» 
partments,  but  not  the  protectionist  policy 
of  the  Government,  or  the  question  of  the 
sugar  bonus,  10276-84.  The  rule  of  rele- 
vancy applies  to  the  motion  for  the  third 
reading,  ro396-7 

A  Minister  has  no  more  right  than  any  other 
Senator  to  dij^ss  from  the  snbject-raatter 
of  an  objection  to  a  Cluinnan's  mlinc; 
but  with  concurrence  he  may  explain  his  in- 
tentions in  making  a  Ministerial  statement  to- 
tbe  Committee,  7900 

Except  by  leave  a  Minister  cannot  digress  f  nm 
the  question  before  the  Committee  on  a  BiU 
in  order  to  make  a  Ministerial  statement^ 

79046 

The  action  of  the  Printing  Committee  should 
not  be  defended  or  debated  at  length  on  a 
motion  to  adopt  its  report,  8226-7 

On  the  second  reading  of  the  Surplus  Revenae 
Bill  a  senator  should  not  dwell  at  length  oo- 
the  question  of  transferred  properties, 
11883,  11896;  or  on  the  merits  of  old-agv 
pensions  and  defence,  11902 

Divisions. — ^A  division  on  a  question  cannot  be 
tnken  unless  the  decision  of  the  Chair  has- 
been  challenged  by  at  least  two  aenators, 
5^85 

The  fact  that  a  senator  was  out  of  ttie  diamber 
or  did  not  bear  the  bells  does  not  entitle- 
him  to  have  his  vote  recorded  in  any  divi- 
sions ;  nor  does  it  render  the  divisions  in- 
valid, 7973 

Hansard. — There  cannot  be  embodied  in  Ha%' 
sard  reports  of  the  Senate  anything  duit' 
does  not  take  place  in  the  Senate,  7974 

Interruftiont. — It  is  irregular  for  senators  to- 
converse  across  the  chamber,  a6,  1697,  3923;- 
to  converse  with  the  speaker,  387,  ri40,  13631 
4183  ;  to  join  in  conversations,  ^05;  to  con- 
verse in  loud  tones,  ^371 

It  is  out  of  order  for  a  senator  to  intermpC 
a  speaker  with  questions,  289,  2515,  5374, 
or  an  irrelevant  question,  1701,  4194-5 ;  to- 
reply  to  questions  asked  by  a  speaker,  1338; 
to  make  an  irrelevant  interjection,  5371-3; 
to  cross-examine  a  speaker  as  to  a  dociUBail' 
he  it  quoting,  5373;  to  interject,  63SS-3, 
or  reply  to  an  interjection,  633a 

A  cross-fire  of  interjections  is  disorderly, 
390,  11899;  Ought  not  to  be  replied  t(v 
390 

Frequent  interruptions  ought  not  to  be  made,. 
1178,  1331,  1338,  1365.  1704.  2183,  3185, 
2617,  3235,  3495,  4J79.47"»48o5.5»9^'5373i. 
5376.  5385.  5568.  S7S3v^6o"*,63fi  "oii^ 
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A  senator  ought  not  to  allow  himself  to  be 
side-tracked,  1145,  2647,  4194-S.  5373  J  °^ 
drawn  into  a  dialogue,  8079;  or  to  reply  to 
interjections,  especially  when  he  has  been 
asked  to  proceed  with  his  speech,  10397 

It  is  very  disorderly  to  interrupt  a  tenfttor, 
especially  when  he  is  limited  to  time,  2038. 
or  discussing  a  point  of  order,  3151 

Ji  senator  has  a  perfect  right  to  ask  to  be 
allowed  to  speak  free  from  interruption, 

There  is  no  necessity  for  a  senator  to  reply 
to  a  question,  3799,  4^83 

If  a  question  is  pertinent  to  the  matter  under 
discussion,  and  the  speaker  is  willing  to  ctm- 
aider  it,  there  can  be  no  objection  to  its 
being  asked.  But  if  he  desires  not  to  be 
interiupted  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  en- 
force hh  wish,  3349 

When  an  appeal  is  made  to  a  tenator  by  the 

speaker,  he  may  ask  a  question.  39»9 
Senators  ought  not  to  interrupt  the  speJter  in 
the  middle  of  a  quotation,  and  when  they  do 
interject,  they  should  make  their 
tions  as  pertinent  as  possible  to  the  lubject, 
but  not  too  frequently,  4179 
The  attention  of  the  Chair  should  be  directed 
Dy  the  speaker  to  an  interjection  to  which 
exception  can  be  taken,  4S05,  8079 
A   senator   ought   not   to   ipterject   after  the 
speaker  has  objected  to  bemg  interrupted, 
5576,  11518,  12011 
Interjections  are  disorderly,  7703,  8227,  11899 
The  senator  in  possession  of  the  Chair,  who- 
ever he  may  be,  is  entitled  to  be  heard  with- 
out interruption,  12011 
Language,    Farlrameniary.~lt    is  permissible 
to  use  the  word  "nefarious,"  except  in 
relation  to  a  Bill  or  senator,  133a 
to  allude  to  the  conduct  of  a  person  who  is 
not  a  senator,  5381 
If  a  senator  interjects  that  the  subject  being 
discussed  by  the  speaVer  has  nothin?  to  do 
with  the  Bill  the  remark  is  not  one  which 
he  can  be  called  upon  to  withdraw,  10398 
language.  Unfarliamentary.—^ot  in  order- 
to  impute  motives,  134.  3079;  "nefarious 
dealing,  1 137  i  dishonesty,  2747 ;  hypocrisy, 
10049 

to  say  that  a  senator  has  made  misrepre- 
sentations,  259;  is  trying  to  "ram"  a  Bill 
down  the  throats  of  any  senators,  1025; 
is  a  "  drawing-room  colonel,"  1261 ;  is 
stating  what  he  absolutely  knows  to  be 
untrue,  1693;  is  here  to  say  what  he  can 
on  behalf  of  monopoly.  2038;  has  cast  a 
"little  mud,"  4798;  ought  to  be  ashamed 
of  himself,  5377;  is  a  "  shoddy  politician, 
or  a  "shoddy  protectionist,"  5762;  or  a 
pig."  *>3"3 

■to  state  that  a  senator's  statement  is  in- 
correct and  that  he  knows  it,  1331 ;  or  is 
an  insult  to  the  intelligence  of  the  Sen- 
ate, 1515;  or  is  contemptible,  2079;  or  is 
untnie,  2537,  8079 

(0  enter  into  a  discussion  with  the  Chair, 
1370 


Rulings — ^Th£  Pbesidekt — continued. 
Language,  Unparliamentary — tontinued, 
to  reflect  upon  the  Chair,  1370,  ;  a  Sea> 
sional  Committee,  either  individually  or 
collectively,  4732-4.  4798,  4807 ;  the  under- 
standing  of  a  senator,  4805  j  a  judge  ex- 
cept on  a  specific  motion,  4814 ;  the  way  in 
wnich  a  senator  chooiei  to  make  a  speech, 

6323  J  . 

to  assert  that  any  senators  are  actuated  by 

feelings  in  favour  of  numopoly,  2038; 
had  tried  to  amend  a  Bill  so  as  to  leave 
loop-holes  for  ciiminali  to  escape,  5178 
to  ascribe  to  a  senator  improper  conduct, 
or  neglect  of  his  public  duty,  3079;  in- 
decency, 3056;  insincerity,  4841;  vulgarity, 
5S71 

to  accuse  the  Chairman  of  Committees  of 
partisan  feeling  in  relation  to  hit  office, 
4740 

to  question  the  action  of  a  senator  in  calling 
attention  to  the  state  of  the  Senate,  4909 

to  express  an  intention  to  persist  in  an  un- 
parliamentary course,  4909 

to  describe  an  interjection  as  impertinent, 
S571 

to  interject  to  a  senator  not  to  obey  the 

Chair,  576a 
to  speak  of  a  Sovereign  as  a  monster,  or 

mighty  tyrant,  7795 
to  liken  a  senator  to  Judas  Iscanot,  12004 
to  apply  the  epithet  "  obnoxious "  to  the 
Naval  Agreement,  12125 
An   unpartiamentaTy   term   should   be  with- 
drawn without  comment,  1331,  5762;  or  qua- 
lification, 4798 
If  a  senator  has  any  exception  to  take  to  a 
remark  he  ^ould  call  the  attention  of  the 
Chair  to  it,  2185,  4806 
For  a  senator  to  say  that  he  withdraws  a 
statement  because  he  is  not  on  his  oath  is 
practically  to  repeat  it,  4798 
So  long  as  a  statement  is  withdrawn  in  ordi- 
nary terms  the  manner  of  its  withdrawal 
cannot  be  interfered  '.vith,  4806 
It  is  -usual  to   accept   the  withdrawal   of  a 
statement  unless  it  is  accompanied  by  a  re- 
mark which  is  considered  offensive,  4806 
If  a  senator  regards  a  statement  as  offensive 

it  should  not  be  made,  5378 
Reflections  on  a  deceased  Sovereign  are  dis- 
orderly, and  cannot  be  embodied  tn  a  ques- 
tion to  a  Minister,  7794 
It  is  just  as  disorderly  to  make  an  unworthy 
accusation  by  implication  as  it  is  to  do  so 
by  a  direct  charge,  12004 
It  IS  irregular  to  apply  an  offensive  epithet 
to  anything  done  bv  Parliament,  unless  on 
a  motion  for  its  rescission  or  repeal,  12125 
Ulinisierial  Siaiements. — A  Ministerial  state- 
ment may  be  jnade  in  Committee  by  the 
courtesy  of  the  Chair,  and  the  unanimous 
consent  of  senators.  It  should  not  contain 
terms  of  censure  on  any  senators,  and  when 
such  terms  are  used,  they  should  be  taken 
exception  to  at  once  with  a  view  to  theit 
withdrawal.  A  senator  is  entitled  to  obiect 
at  any  time  to  a  Minister  digres^ng  from 
the  subject-matter  under  consideration.  By 
the  courtesy  of  the  Conynittee  a  senator  may 

be  permitted  to  r.^^u  isjtBKW**?" ' 
under  the  standing  order  no  seif»or  bas  that 
right,  7904-6 


ccxii 


Index  to  Subjects. 


Rulings— TsE  Vnsuitm— continued. 

Sletions. — complicated  motion  may  be  put 
in  parts,  692,  4839,  10013 

A  motion  may  only  be  withdrawn  with  con- 
currence, 693 

When  a  motion  is  objected  to,  it  caonot  be 
put  as  formal,  1333 

A  motion  for  the  preparation  of  a  return, 
even  if  the  required  information  should 
have  to  be  sougnt  from  a  State  Govern- 
ment, is  in  oideri  1376 

By  leave,  a  senator  may  amend  his  motion 
before  it  is  moved|  2U7,  or  after  it  ii 
moved,  3059,  3501 

A  motion  to  suspend  the  Standing  Orders  to 
enable  a  motion  to  be  moved,  oujht  not  to 
be  moved  until  the  routine  business  has  been 
dealt  with,  3040 

A  motion  whicd  the  Chair  thinks,  if  carried, 
cannot  he  made  operative  except  by  le|ris* 
lation,  is  not  out  of  order,  3500 

By  leave,  a  motion  may  be  moved  without 
notice,  3797,  4463 

A  motion  aiTccting  the  scat  of  a  senator  takei 
precedence  of  private  business,  4835 

A  motion  for  leave  of  absence  is  required  by 
standing  order  47,  but  not  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  contain  a  statement  of  the  cause 
and  period  of  absence  and,  strictly  speak- 
ing* the  Constitution  must  govern,  6399 

A  motion  which  has  been  made  an  order  of 
the  day  cannot  be  changed  to  a  notice  of 
motion,  5467 

A  motion  for  an  instruction  to  the  Committee 
on  a  Bill  can  only  be  moved  immediately 
after  its  second  reading,  and,  by  leave,  it 
may  be  moved   without  one  day's  notice, 

A  motion  to  suspend  the  Standing  Orders 
may  be  moved  without  notice,  but  requires 
the  support  of  an  absolute  majority  of  the 
Senate,  ioo4r.  It  is  Customary,  but  not 
obligatory  upon  the  Chair  to  ascertain  that 
an  absolute  majority  is  present  :  if  no  chal- 
lenge be  made  the  presumption  is  that  the 
standing  order  has  been  complied  with, 
100731  before  putting  the  motion  to  the  vote 
the  Chair  will  cause  the  bells  to  be  rung, 
10841 

Notices. — Notice  of  a  motitra  may  be  given 
in  general  terms  by  a  senator;  but  he  is 
required  to  hand  in  a  copy  of  his  motion 
at  least  one  day  prior  to  that  for  which  he 
has  given  notice,  9 

After  the  regular  time  a  notice  of  motion  can 
only  be  given  by  leave,  3180 

Hotice  of  a  question  must  be  given  before  the 
business  of  the  day  is  called  on,  10830 

P^rs  cannot  be  taken  cognizance  of  by  the 
Senate ;  a  pair  book  is  provided,  and  pairing 
is  arranged  for  the  convenience  of  senatoiii 
3146,  3504 

Pafers- — If  the  Senate  decide  that  a  paper 
be  not  printed,  then,  unless  the  resolution 
be  rescmded,  the  paper  will  have  to  re- 
main on  the  table,  and  cannot  be  printed, 
135.  If  the  paper  be  allowed  to  so  auto- 
matically to  the  Printing  Committee,  the 
Senate  may  deal  as  it  thinks  fit  with  a  xe- 
fwinmendation  from  that  bodyj  136 
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On  a  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
Printing  Committee  a  senator  may  submit 
an  amendment  for  the  printing  of  a  Senate 
document  not  recommended  to  be  printed, 
but  not  for  the  printing  of  petitions  or 
other  papers  presented  to  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, 4463-6 

It  is  open  to  the  Senate  to  order  the  printing 
of  a  paper  in  respect  of  which  the  Printing. 
Committee  has  made  no  recommendatian, 
7844 

By  leave,  a  motion  to  print  may  include 
several  papers,  24S 

No  standing  order  warrants  or  forbids  the 
laying  of  papers  on  the  table  of  the 
Library  j  it  is  entirely  a  matter  within  the 
discretion  of  the  Senate,  933.  The  Senate 
has  no  control  over,  and  recognise  no 
sponsibility  in  respect  of,  papers  tabled  is 
the  Library,  933 

It  is  not  competent  for  the  President  to  lay 
upon  the  table,  as  a  paper,  a  joint  resolu- 
tion from  the  Houses  of  a  State  Parlia- 
ment; it  can  only  be  presented  in  the  form 
of  a  petition,  4143,  4935 

Documents  may  be  printed  and  added  to  the 
report  of  a  Sessional  Committee,  4396 

Personal  Exflanations. — In  making  an  expla< 
nation  on  a  motion  for  adjournment,  a  sena- 
tor is  not  in  order  in  making  an  attack  on 
another  senator,  lo^;,  5494-5,  01  delMtia^ 
an  explanation  bv  another  senator,  5494-5 ; 
he  raav  only  refitle  a  statement  concerning 
himself  or  show  how  he  has  been  misrepre. 
sented,  or  explain  his  own  position  in  re- 
gard to  the  matter,  5494-6 

An  explanation  can  only  be  given  after  the 
speaker  has  finished  his  speech,  unless  he  is 
prepared  to  give  way,  3080;  and  no  argu- 
ment may  be  used,  4801 

A  personal  explanation  may  be  made  on  the 
motion  to  adjourn  the  Senate,  3146 

If  a  senator  wishes  to  make  a  personal  explan- 
ation the  leave  of  the  Senate  must  be  ob- 
tained, and,  if  granted,  he  must  not  reflect 
upon  or  attack  any  senator,  3r47 

If  a  senator  considers  that  he  has  been  mis- 
represented he  may  make  an  explanation, 
3147,  but  he  cannot  comment  on  or  discuss 
a  letter  he  has  received,  5466,  or  correct  the 
report  of  another  person's  remarks,  5746.  or 
proceed  to  argue  the  question  or  reflect 
on  a  newspaper,  8038 

By  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  a  senator 
may  make  a  personal  explanation  concern- 
ing a  matter  which  did  not  arise  out  of 
any  busmess  in  connexion  with  the  Senate, 
8026-7 

Petitions. — A  senator  cannot  move  that  a  peti- 
tion  be  printed  unless  he  informs  the  Senate 
that  he   intends   to   take   action  thereon, 

7935,  10351 

Points  of  Order. — ^The  construction  of  a  stand- 
ing order  by  a  senator  does  not  involve  a 
question  of  or4f^,,^|i. 

A  point  of  order  cannot  be  discussed  after  a 
ruling  has  been  given,  8036-7 
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There  is  no  question  of  order  involved  in  the 
fact  that  a  circulated  Bill  differs  from  the 
Bill  received  from  other  House  and  read  a 
first  time,  11633,  or  in  the  fact  that  a  Bill 
has  not  been  circulated  prior  to  motion  for 
first  reading,  11634 

President.— la  the  absence  of  a  standing  oidei 
the  Chair  is  entitled  to  rule  on  any  question 
which  may  arise,  3146 

Privilege. — An  entry,  or  a  non-entry,  or  a 
change  in  the  disposition  of  a  pair  does  not 
involve  a  question  of  the  privileges  of  the 
Senate,  or  of  a  senator,  3146,  3504,  45.83 

The  privileges  of  the  Senate  are  defined  by  the 
Constitution,  and  cannot  be  extended  ex- 
cept by  legislation,  35047*  45^3 

A  statement  in  a  newspaper  ^at  a  Sessional 
Committee  has  met  and  determined  to  delay 
the  submission  of  its  report  10  the  Senate 
until  after  a  certain  event  has  taken  place  is 
^ot  a  breach  of  privilege,  3557-8 

Protest  against  Bill. — If  either  House  of  a 
State  Parliament  wishes  to  protest  against 
the  enactm«it  of  a  Tariff  Bill  or  other 
measure  the  protest  should  be  presented  in 
the  form  of  a  petition  and  addrencd  to  the 
President  and  Members  of  the  Senate,  4143. 
49*5 

Quesiiens  and  Answers. — No  argument  may  be 
used  by  a  senator  in  asking  a  question, 
29,  746,  934,  1927-9,  2030-1,  7792,  8155-6, 
11984;  or  by  a  Minister  in  replying  thereto, 

A  senator  may  not  ask  a  question  not  arismg 
*  directly  out  of  the  reply  to  a  question  upon 
notice,  745,  1232,  1928,  3798,  5367-8.  59801 
10830,  11221,  11865;  he  should  give  notice 
of  the  question  at  the  proper  time,  5368, 
9633,  but,  if  he  desires,  he  may  make  a 
personal  explanation,  537a 

The  correctness  of  a  Minister's  reply  cannot 
be  debated  by  the  quotation  of  a  newspaper 
paragraph ;  but  any  statement  in  the  para- 
graph may  be  elucidated  by  means  of  a 
question  upon  notice,  igsg. 

A  Minister  is  not  obliged  to  answer  a  ques- 
tion, 2031,  antl  may  give  reasons  why  it 
should  not  be  answered,  8156.  He  cannot  be 
called  upon  to  answer  a  hypothetical  ques- 
tion, 8423. 

A  question  inviting  an  expression  of  opinion  is 
irregular,  2615,  4705,  8155-6,  8232,  12100 

The  proper  time,  to  a^  a  question  without  no- 
tice IS  before  questions  upon  notice  are 
called  on,  2846,  5980 

A  senator  may  reply  to  a  question  in  which  a 
doubt  is  cast  upon  his  word,  3333 

A  senator  may  only  be  questioned  about  a  Bill 
or  matter  of  which  he  has  charge,  4893 

The  subject-matter  of  a  question  cannot  be  de- 
bated when  it  is  answered,  5384 

The  Chair  has  the  rieht  to  have  questions  on 
notice  revised  and  put  in  such  a  form  as  it 
may  consider  proper  and  pertinent,  516S, 
8155-6,  9734,  9893 

Any  extracts  from  newspapers  or  documents 
diould  not  be  undulv  long,  and  should  be 
pertinent  to  the  subiect-matter  of  the  ques- 
tions, 5369.  A  senator  is  responsible  for  the 
correctness  of  a  quotation  from  a  newspaper 
but  not  for  the  accuracy  of  its  statements, 
5370 
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It  is  out  of  order  to  debate  the  answer  to  a 

question,  but  a   further  question  may  be- 

asked,  7792,  7843 

It  is  not  permissible  to  ask  a  question  em- 
bodying disordeily  allegations  against  a  de- 
ceased Sovereign,  7794,  or  to  embody  in  a 
question  statements  which  may  or  may  not 
be  correct,  7794-5 

A  question  arising  out  of  an  answer  must  be 
relevant  to  the  original  question,  7850;  oc 
designed  to  make  clearer  the  reply,  8700 

A  question  about  the  conduct  of  proceedings 
may  be  put  to  the  Chair  at  any  lime  except 
during  the  discus^on  of  a  point  of  order 
on  another  matter,  8154-5 

Questions  to  Ministers  should  deal  with  matters 
of  fact,  and  not  with  matters  of  policy,  and 
matters  of  opinion,  8155 

A  senator  may  give  notice  of  a  question  which 
be  has  asked  without  notice,  even  though 
not  90  desired  by  the  Minister ;  but  if  the 
question  be  fully  replied  to  then,  it  caonok 
be  put  on  the  notice-paper  a  second  time„ 
8339 

When  questions  od  notice  have  been  answeredl 
only  such  further  questions  may  be  asked 
a»  tend  to  elucidate  the  replies ;  questions- 
asking  for  other  information  should  be 
placed  on  the  notice-paper,  8231-3 

A  question  may  be  asked  about  a  motion  whiclb 
may  be  taken  as  formal  business,  9353 

A  senator  may  not  ask  without  notice  a  ques- 
tion by  which  it  is  sought  to  brin^  about  a 
feeling  of  ridicule  and  contempt  wtth  regard 
to  the  administration  of  a  Department;  it 
should  be  given  notice  of  with  a  view  to  re- 
vision in  accordance  with  the  rule  on  the- 
subject,  9734,  9893 

Quotations  and  References. — A  senator  may- 
refer  to  anything  that  has  been  said  during 
a  debate,  1156,  or  to  an  irrelevant  matter  to 
illustrate  an  arfjument  with  regard  to  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  a  Bill,  1691 

It  is  out  of  order  to  refer  to  a  debate  of  the 
same  session,  1690,  unless  in  discussing  the 
same  matter,  13033 ;  or  to  a  question  which 
is  being  considered  in  another  Bill,  8924; 
or  to  a  Bill  which  was  dealt  with  at  pre- 
vious sitting,  12018,  12026 

On  a  motion  for  adjournment  under  standing 
order  60,  a  senator  cannot  reply  to  state> 
ments  made  on  a  similar  motion  during  the 
session,  2619 

If,  in  answering  a  question,  a  senator  quotes  a 
passage  from  a  telegram,  he  is  not  obliged, 
nor  can  he  be  compelled,  to  lay  the  telegram 
ugon  the  table,  3333 

A  senator  m^y  refer  to  any  document  men- 
tioned in  a  report  of  the  Printing  Com- 
mittee, 4465 

On  the  second  reading  of  a  Bill  a  senator  may 
not  discuss  the  value  of  the  tenure  of  aa 
officer,  but  he  can  allude  to  facts,  4615 

On  the  second  reading  of  the  Customs  Tariff 
Bill  a  senator  may,  by  leave,  make  full  re- 
ference to  the  Excise  Tariff  Bill,  7563 
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On  the  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
Disputed  Returns  Committee  it  is  out  of 
order  to  comment  upon  its  individual  mem- 
bers, Or  to  criticise  iti  report  as  a  report  of 
a  partisan  nature,  A7Z*'^i  °'  ^  impute  vd- 
faimess  to  anybody  who  presided  at  or  took 
part  in  its  meetings,  47^;  bnt  a  member  of 
the  Committee  may  give  reasons  wh^  no 
doubt  should  be  thrown  upon  his  individual 
honour  in  that  capacity,  4740 

It  is  irregular  to  allude  to  what  took  place  at 
meetings  of  a  Sessional  Committee  to  which 
ihit  puUic  were  not  admitted,  4798 

A  personal  explanation,  when  made  at  a  pre- 
vious stage  of  the  sittbg,  cannot  be  de- 
bated on  the  motion  for  adjournment,  54Q4-5 

It  is  out  of  order  to  comment  upon  tbe  course 
of  procedure  in  other  House,  10837  > 
allude  to  a  Bill  before  another  place,  11503, 
to  a  debate  in  other  House  on  the  Bill  be- 
fore the  Senate,  11S90,  to  the  debates  in 
another  place,  or  the  reasons  that  actuated 
.  its  members  in  giving  their  votes,  13009 

Jlight  of  Sfeech, — In  the  absence  of  a  ques- 
tion before  the  Senate  a  senator  is  not  en- 
titled to  speak,  8,  651,  7791,  7795,  116S8; 
except  by  leave,  5746 

Ko  senator  may  speak  to  a  motton  after  its 
mover  has  begun  to  exercise  his  right  of  re- 
ply, 134-5 )  After  that  right  has  been  exer- 
cised, loja ;  or  to  a  motion  to  adjourn  a  de- 
bate, 86x 

A  senator  is  not  entitled  to  speak  to  a  motion 
for  adjournment  under  itandinc  order  691 
after  the  time  allowed  for  its  discussion  has 
expired,  but  tbe  mover  may  ask  leave  to 
withdraw  it,  5774 

By  leave,  a  senator  may  be  permitted  to  con- 
tinue his  speech  on  another  occasion,  974 

A  senator  is  not  allowed  to  make  a  statement 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  a  Minister  to 
answer  his  question  on  another  occasion ; 
Kuch  information  should  be  supplied  pri- 
vately, 1689 

ft  is  not  open  to  a  senator  to  discuss  the  lub* 
ject-matter  of  a  personal  explanation  by 
another  senator*  3069,  5494 

There  can  be  no  debate  on  a  motion  to  print 
a  report,  and  fix  a  day  for  its  consideration, 

V^ith  concurrence  a  Minister  m&y  speak  to  a 
motion  which  he  had  moved  without  making 
a  speech  thereon,  4472 

A  statement  by  tbe  Chair  on  a  point  of  par- 
liamentary practice  is  not  open  to  debate, 
S369 

If  a  senator  has  been  misrepresented  after  he 

has  spoken  to  the  question,  he  can  make  a 

personal  explanation,  5496 
^\'here  a  Ministerial  statement  has  not  been 

concluded  with  a  motion,  there  can  be  no 

discussion,  7791 
Except  by  leave,  no  senator  can  reply  to  a 

Ministerial  statement  made  in  Committee, 

7905-6 

The  mover  of  a  motion  to  which  an  amend- 
ment has  been  proposed,  should  sreak  to 
the  amendment,  and  reserve  his 'reply  until 
other  amendments,  if  any,  have  been*  dealt 
with,  8S27 


Rulings — ^Thi  President — eeniinued. 

After  proposiils  to  recommit  clauses  of  a 
Bill  have  been  dis|>osed  of  a  senator  may 
speak  to  the  question  of  adopting  the  re- 
port, 10044 

Where  no  objection  is  taken  the  Chair  does 

not  interfere  to  prevent  a  Minister  from 
offering  congratulatory  remarks  on  the  pas- 
sage of  any  measures ;  but  there  can  be  no 
debate  on  his  statement,  11688 

Rulings. — ^A  question  dealt  with  in  a  ruling 
by  a  former  President  can  always  be  raisM 
again  on  another  matter,  or  when  a  fitting 
occasion  presents  itself,  1030 

When  a  decision  has  been  given  from  the 
Chair,  it  must  not  be  debated,  or  alluded  to, 
but  obeyed,  1137,  1^59,  7794,  10397-S 

It  is  the  dutv  of  the  Chair  to  insist  on  com- 
pliance wiu)  a  ruling  unless  tbe  Senate  see 
fit  to  dissent  therefrom,  1259;  to  maintain 
order  and  enforce  its  rulings,  4909 

A  senator  should  comply  with  a  ruling  unless 
he  is  prepared  to  take  another  step,  1691, 
4909.  7795 

A  request  from  the  Chair  is  expected  to  be 

complied  with,  5568,  10397 
A  ruling  is  not  given  on  a  hypothetical  case, 

46161  10025 

Same  Question   cannot   be   discussed   on  > 

second  motion  for  adjournment  under  stand- 
ing order  60,  but  it  may  be  raised  when  de- 
bating the  first  reading  of  a  Supply  Bill, 
2069-70 

It  is  not  permissible,  on  a  motton  for  adjoura- 
ment  under  standing  order  60,  to  debate  a 
matter  which  has  been  debated  on  a  similar 
motton  during  the  session,  but  for  porpOKs 
of  illustration  a  senator  is  at  libertv  to  men* 
tion  any  case  he  sees  fit  to  show  the  necessity 
for  amending  the  Standing  Orders  relatioc 
to  such  motions,  2617,  2621 

Standing  Orders. — The  suspension  of  the 
Standing  Order?  to  expedite  the  passage  of 
a^  Bill  involves  the  suspension  of  the  ses- 
sional orders  relating  to  private  businrst, 
6327.  6408 

Strangers. — person  in  the  gallery  is  not 
permitted  to  read  a  newspaper.  2043 

Suspension  of  Sitting  need  not  depend  upon  a 
sessional  order;  it  can  be  regulated  by  an 
understanding,  9icm. 

[See  Gould,  Senator  (Speeches). 

Ohalrman  of  OommittttM. 

Bills. — ^While  an  amendment  to  a  clause  is 
pending  another  amendment  cannot  be 
moved,  670 

An  amendment  relating  to  the  construction  of 
a  railway  is  irrelevant  to  the  subject-matt" 
of  a  Railway  Survey  Bill,  1513 

An  amendment  to  prohibit  the  landing  of  cer- 
tain persons  is  within  the  scope  of  an  Immi- 
gration Bill,  but  not  a  Quarantine  Bill, 
599>-3 

After  an  amendment  to  a  later  portion  of  a 
clause  has  been  dealt  with,  the  earlier  por- 
tion is  not  open  to  amendment,  1966,  5396 

An  amendment  which  is  not  the  same,  in  sub- 
stance or  purport,  as  an  amendment  dis- 
posed of,  is  in  order,  21  tS 

An  amendment  must  be  retevant  to  tbe  clause, 
2119,  or  within  the  scope  of  the  Bill,  s<>9i-3 
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Where  it  has  been  agreed  to  separate  the  parts 
of  a  clause,  and  each  part  has  been  dealt 
with,  the  clause  has  been  disposed  of,  and 
is  not  open  to  amendment,  1973 

The  sub-clauses  of  a  clause  may  be  put 
separately,  if  desired,  2856,  loia 

A  sub-clause  may  be  dealt  with  separately, 
but  it  cannot  be  postponed,  2872 

Schedules  to  Billi  cannot  be  coniidered  until 
after  postponed  clauies  have  been  denlt 
with,  759 

An  item  in  a  schedule  cannot  be  postponed, 
but  the  schedule  Can  be  poitponed,  alsjfa 

After  pottpcmed  clauses  have  been  dealt  with 
U  is  not  competent  to  move  the  inserticn  of 
a  new  clause,  except  it  be  decided  to  re- 
consider the  Bill  for  that  purpose,  2283 

When  the  body  of  a  schedule  to  a  Bill  has 
been  amended,  the  beading  of  the  schedule 
will  be  altered  accordingly,  without  an 
amendment  being  moved,  3284 

A  motion  that  the  Chairman  report  that  notil 
a  certain  event  has  happened  the  Committee 
considers  it  inexpedient  to  consider  a  Bill 
conflicts  with  standing  orders,  251,  267,  368, 
and  369,  and  cannot  be  received,  3150 

A  request  to  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
increase  the  amount  of  an  item  may  be 
proposed  in  connexion  with  a  Bill  which  the 
Senate  may  amend  in  certain  respects,  3476- 
7.  3479 

When  notice  of  dissent  from  a  ruling  is  given, 
the  proceeding*  on  the  Bill  are  suspended, 
3480 

Where  the  omission  of  certain  words  has  been 
moved  with  a  view  to  substitute  other  words 
the  debate  is  limited  to  the  question  of  creat- 
ing a  blank,  3574 

An  amendment  to  (xnit  the  second  word  of  an 

item  must  be  withdrawn  to  enable  a  senator 

to  move  the  omission  of  the  first  word,  3585 
A  decision  to  retain  the  first  word  of  an  item 

precludes  another  amendment  for  the  omis- 

gion  of  that  word,  3723 
A  proposition  to  omit  an  item  from  the  Works 

and  Bnildings  Bill  may  be  submitted  as  an 

amendment,  4064 
An  amendment  to  reduce  two  items  is  not  in 

order ;  each  item  must  be  the  subject  of  a 

separate  amendment,  11693 

The  queition  on  an  amendment  should  be  put 
in  SDCh  ft  way  that,  if  refected,  it  will  not 
prevent  a  certain  amendment  from  being 
mowd,  5397 

Where  a  subsequent  amendment  has  been  made 
in  a  clause  a  prior  amendment  cannot  be 
moved,  but  a  senator  can  test  the  question 
by  moving  the  omission  of  the  same  words 
where  second  occurring,  ^482 

If  a  senator  desires  to  move  for  an  increase 
of  a  gratuity  he  must  submit  a  request, 
but  he  may  move  for  a  reduction  of  the 
amtnint  by  way  of  amendment,  10061 

An  amendment  to  bring  one  provinon  of  a 
Bill  into  operation  at  a  later  date  than  that 
of  the  assent  to  the  Bill  is  in  order,  11909 

Customs  Tariff  Bill.— All  motions  to  secure 
alterations  most  be  moved  as  requests, 
7633.4 
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Where  an  item  is  subject  to  two  rates  of  duty, 
the  rate  in  the  general  Tariff  must  be  dealt 
with  before  the  rate  in  the  preferential 
Tariff  can  be  considered,  7624,  7685,  7755, 
8396 

It  is  permissible  for  a  senator  to  move  a  re* 
quest  for  an  increase  of  the  duty  on  any 
item,  or  for  one  or  more  articles  in  an 
item  to  be  made  free,  or  for  an  article 
covered  by  but  oot  mrationed  in  an  item  to 
be  included  therein  or  made  free,  7624 

It  is  not  permissible  for  a  senator  to  move 
a  request  for  the  insertion  of  a  new  item, 
7624;  or  for  the  omission  of  a  duty,  7710, 
7946,  or  an  item,  8116,  or  a  paragraph  of 
an  item,  8503,  SiSii,  or  an  article  not  men- 
tioned in  an  item,  8280,  or  any  words  wbioh 
have  been  agreed  to,  8623 

A  senator  cannot  move  an  amendmeift  relative 
to  the  rate  of  duty  in  a  request;  he  should 
vote  against  the  request,  and  if  negatived 
submit  a  request,  7625 

A  request  should  have  no  relation  to  the  date 
in  a  oolumn,  7^10 

Where  the  Committee  has  decided  in  favour  of 
a  lower  duty  on  liquorice,  a  senator  cannot 
move  a  request  for  a  higher  duty,  but  he 
may  move  a  request  to  insert  a  new  para- 
graph dealing  with  high-grade  liquorice* 
77SO 

Before  another  tequest  can  be  moved,  the  re- 
quest in  possession  of  the  Committee  must 
be  withdrawn,  7646,  7658,  8115,  8134,*  8398, 
8622,  955^;  or  disposed  of,  8111,  8221,  839S 

An  item,  if  postponed  generally,  cannot  be 
dealt  with  until  the  schedule  has  been  gone 
through,  7826 

An  amendment  to  postpone  a  Tariff  item  tmtil 
a  pending  election  has  been  completed  is 
irrelevant,  and  therefore  cannot  be  accepted^ 
7826 

If  a  request  to  make  an  item  free  be  negatived, 
a  senator  may  move  a  request  to  alter  its 
wording,  8103;  but  the  latter  cannot  be 
moved  until  the  former  has  been  dealt  with, 
8111 

After  a  request  to  make  an  item  free  and  a 
request  to  alter  its  wording  have  been  dealt 
with,  a  senator  cannot  move  a  request 
respectm^  the  duty,  8it6;  but  where,  owing 
to  a  rulmg,  some  confusion  has  arisen,  it 
may  be  done  by  unanimous  consent.  8116 

The  proper  course  is  for  the  Committee  to 
deal  first  with  the  wording  of  an  item  and 
then  with  the  duty,  8116,  Sity,  8326 

A  footnote  is  merely  for  the  information  of 
the  Committee,  and  is  not  part  of  the  Bill, 
8120 

A  rcguest  to  fix  a  duty  "on  an  ad  valorem 
basis "  is  open  ti^  amendment  by  substitut- 
ing for  those  words  "at  per  cent,  or 
i6s.  per  dozen,  whichever  rate  returns  the 
higher  duty,"  or  similar  words,  8318 

If  a  request  to  fix  a  duty  "on  an  gd  valorem 
basis"  be  defeated,  it  will  still  be  open  to 
a  senator  to  move  a  request  for  a  duty  of 
so  much  per  dozen  on  the  article,  or  a  cer- 
tain percentage,  whicfaereT  rate  returns  the 
higher  duty,  e3r9 

After  the  Committee  has  dealt  with  a  request 
for  an  ad  vaJorem  duty  on  an  article,  it  ia- 
still  coapetent  for  a  reavcst  fora  composite 
duty,  or  a  requesfedfpFk^CdjQlfiiuly  to  be 
moved,  8319  ^ 
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On  a  request  to  raise  the  duty  oq  an  item  in 
the  general  Tariff  to  a  certain  amount,  ft 
senator  cannot  move  an  amendmeat  to  raise 
the  duty  in  each  columu  to  a  lesser  amount, 
to  be  collected  on  the  issue  of  a  proclama- 
tion ;  it  can  be  moved  as  a  sub-paragraph  of 
the  item  after  the  request  has  been  disposed 
of,  S410 

If  a  senator  denres  a  higher  duty  than  that 
proposed  in  a  request,  he  may  move  an 
amendment  to  substitute  a  higher  figure, 
844r ;  but  the  practice  has  been  to  take  first 
a  proposal  for  a  higher  duty,  and  it  will  be 
continued,  8444 

After  a  request  to  raise  a  duty  has  been  car- 
ried, a  senator  cannot  move  a  request  for 
the  insertion  of  a  paragraph  to  bring  the 
increased  duty  into  force  on  the  issue  of  a 
proclamation,  8444 

A  request  to  exempt  from  duty  certain  articles 
in  an  item  takes  priority  of  a  request  to 
make  the  item  free,  858S 

Where  a  request  to  insert  "n.e.i."  after 
"weighbridges"  has  been  agreed  'to,  a 
senator  cannot  move  a  request  for  the  omis- 
sion of  that  word;  but  he  may  move  a  re- 
quest for  the  insertion  of  a  paragraph 
making  "Weighbridges,  n.e.i.,**  dutiable  at 
same  rate,  S622 

A  request  to  insert  words  qualifying  an  ac- 
cepted request  is  not  contradictory  of  a  pre- 
vious decision,  and  is  in  order,  8046,  8711 

A  request  to  add  a  paragraph  modifyinR  or 
qualifying  a  paragraph  which  has  been 
disposed  of  is  not  in  order,  8695 

A  request  to  deal  in  a  separate  paragraph  with 
an  article  already  included  in  the  item  must 
be  submitted  before  the  duties  under  the  last 
paragraph  of  such  item  are  considereJ ;  but, 
after  those  duties  have  been  settled,  a  senator 
is  entitled  to  move  a  request  for  the  addition 
of  a  paragraph  referring  to  some  mlicle  in- 
cluded in  a  subsequent  item,  8695 

When  the  last  paragraph  of  an  item  lias  been 
disposed  of  the  whole  item  has  been  dealt 
with  finally,  unless  a  senator  desires  to  move 
a  request  to  add  a  paragraph  referring  to 
nn  article  in  a  subsequent  item,  8695 

After  the)  body  of  a  paragraph  of  an  item 
has  been  agreed  to,  and  before  the  duties 
have  been  considered,  a  senator  may  move 
a  reouest  for  the  insertion  of  a  paragraph 
to  aamit  free,  "as  prescribed  by  depart- 
mental by-laws,"  certain  articles  mentioned 
in  the  paragraph.  But  after  a  paragraph  of 
an  item,  or  an  item,  has  been  disposed  of, 
the  Committee  cannot  go  back  upon  its  de- 
cision thereon,  8710-3,  8718 

The  body  of  an  item  iq^ust  be  dealt  .with  first, 
and  a  senator  may  submit  a  request  to  omit 
words  therefrom,  or  to  add  words  thereto,  or 
to  provide  in  a  new  paragraph  an  alternative 
course  in  regard  to  articles  specified  in  such 
item,  87x3 

If  a  senator  wishes  to  secure  the  free  (.dmis- 
sion  of  an  article  mentioned  in  a  paragraph 
of  an  item  he  should  move  first  a  request 
to  omit  the  article  therefrom  and  then  a  re- 
quest to  provide'in  a  new  paragraph  for  its 
free  admission.  After  the  bodv  of  the  narn- 
grapb  has  been  agreed  to  it  is  too  late  to 
aubmit  such  requests;  but  it  is  still  competent 
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to  propose  a  request  to  provide  in  a  new 
paragraph  for  the  free  admission  of  the 
article  subject  to  departmental  by-laws,  8718 

When  the  rate  of  duty  on  a  paragraph  of  an 
item  is  under  consideration  a  senator  can- 
not move  a  request  for  certain  articles  in- 
cluded in  the  paragraph  to  be  admitted  free 
under  a  new  paragraph,  subject  to  depart- 
mental by-laws,  8746 

A  request  for  the  reduction  of  a  duty  by  i 
per  cent,  cannot  be  received  because  the 
amount  is  not  of  a  substantial  character: 
2^  per  cent,  is  the  smallest  reduction,  as 
compared  with  the  previous  request,  wbicfa 
can  be  proposed,  9047-8 

It  is  not  necessary  for  a  senator  to  ask  for 
the  withdrawal  of  a  request  in  respect  of 
which  no  question  was  stated  from  tlw 
Chair,  9087,  or,  in  such  circumstances,  to 
ask  leave  to  amend  a  request,  967a 

Where  a  request  to  omit  an  article  from  an 
item,  and  to  make  it  free  under  a  separate 
paragraph  has  been  defeated,  it  is  compc 
tent  to  submit  a  request  to  omit  the  article 
for  the  purpose  of  fixing  a  lower  dtrty 
under  a  separate  paragraph,  9242 

The  body  of  a  request  for  a  new  paragraph 
may  be  put  first  and  the  rate  of  dutr 
afterwards,  9264-6 

A  request  ^  to  deal  separately  with  certain 
articles  in  an  item  does  not,  if  carried, 
prevent  a  senator  from  moving  a  request  to 
insert  aome  words  in  a  later  part  of  the 
item,  9391 

Where  a  request  to  reduce  a  duty  from  15  to 
10  per  cent,  has  been  negatived,  a  senator 
cannot  move  a  request  to  free  the  article; 
he  can  only  move  for  a  duty  between  15 
and  to  per  cent,,  92Q4 

After  the  rates  of  dutr  on  an  item  have  been 
settled,  a  lenatoT  may  move  a  request  to 
take  out  any  articles  net  specifically  men- 
tioned in  the  item,  and  to  embody  them  in 
a  new  paragraph,  9374 

A  request  which  is  a  modification  of,  and 
does  not  go  so  far  as  a  rejected  request  can 
be  received,  9645 

A  paragraph  of  an  item  must  be  disposed  of 
before  a  senator  can  move  a  request  to  deal 
separately  with  articles  not  specifically 
mentioned  therein,  9797,  9919 

A  request  which  has  not  yet  been  stated  from 
the  Chair  may  be  moved  in  any  form  tbat 
the  proposer  wishes,  9835 

To  negative  a  motion  that  a  request  be  noc 
pressed  is  tanUmount  to  affirming  tbat  the 
request  is  persisted  in,  10844 

When  it  is  moved  that  a  request  be  not  pressed 
a  modification,  if  desired,  should  be  sub- 
mitted in  the  form  of  an  amendment,  whid^ 
if  carried,  will  become  the  request  of  the 
Senate,  10847.  Where  the  request  covered 
two  articles  a  modification  may  be  prDposed 
in  respect  of  each  article,  10853-4 

When  merely  the  inclusion  of  an  article  in  an 
Item  was  requested,  and  it  is  proposed  not 
to  press  the  request,  a  senator  cannot  move 
an  amendment  in  favour  of  making  the 
whole  item  free;  but  be  may  submit  a 
modification  asking  the  other  House  to  make 
the  article  free  in  a  separate  paragraph  or  to 
impose  a  higher  or  lower  duty  on  the 
arUcle.  X0953  D;g,,,,,,GoOgle 
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As  amendment  as  to  the  rate  of  duty  on  an 
article  cannot  be  proposed  after  an  amend- 
ment embodying  the  principle  of  no  duty 
has  been  added  to  a  motion  not  to  press  a 
request,  except  in  that  regard,  11226-7 
Detate.— On  an  ameDdment  to  a  clause  a 
leaator  cannot  discuss  the  whole  Bill,  1044, 
1051 

It  is  not  regular  to  discuss  on  a  clause  the 
principle  of  the  BiU,  10059,  ioo^3>  12103 

The  discussion  must  be  relevant  to  the  ques- 
tion, 1051,  1485,  1496,  1501,  1505,  1506, 
IS08,  1943,  1953,  3766,  3858,  3863,  3865, 
3961 ,  3084,  3157,  3401 ,  3405,  3470, 
4046.7,  4073-4,  4076,  49*3-3.  5»24,  5^-5t 
5669-71,  5S85,  5903,  5904,  5986,  7824,  8645, 
8982,  9000,  10^94-6,  10390,  11904,  13148,  ex- 
cept when  a  senator  is  making  a  personal 
explanation,  5045 

On  a  Supply  Bill,  a  senator  cannot  discuss  the 
merits  of  the  Tariff  Commision,  1943,  or 
the  necessity  for  the  revision  of  the  Tariff, 
1946;  or  the  utterances  of  the  Minister  on 
the  subject  of  unification,  8995 ;  or  the  de- 
fence scheme  as  it  ailects  the  cadets,  S998 

A  senator  cannot  anticipate  the  discussion  of  a 
proposal  which  has  been  foreshadowed,  35741 
or  of  an  item  in  the  schedule  of  a  Bill, 
8142,  8870 

A  senator  is  guilty  of  tedious  repetition  if  he 
repeats  a  statement  he  has  made  several 
times,  4923,  or  a  number  of  times,  t3035 

The  debate  on  an  item  in  the  Tariff  should  be 
relevant,  7624,  7629,  7669,  7671,  7688-9, 
7653-4.  7738,  7738-0-  7769-70.  7779.  7833. 
7862,  7»7,  7890.  79««  79«3.  79",  7955. 
8117-8,  8146,  8203,  8216,  8354,  8317,  8333, 
8330,  83*2,  8440,  8407,  8415,  8442,  8456, 
8460.  8465,  8467,  8468,  S674,  8683,  8704, 
8754.  87S8-9,  8803,  9084,  9297,  9362-3,  9376, 
9378,  9382,  9386,  9541,  9f)2fi,  10850,  10869, 
10931,  10940,  10955-6,  11229,  12103 

It  is  not  out  of  order  to  make  an  incidental 
reference  to  another  item  in  so  far  as  it 
affects  the  item  under  consideration,  7931 

A  senator  may  state  his  reasons  for  moving  the 
postponemr.nt  of  the  consideiation  of  a  Tariff 
item,  7810 ;  on  a  motion  to  postpone  an  item 
or  a  number  of  items  he  cannot  disctiss  a 
whole  division,  or  wander  all  over  the 
Tariff,  81 18 

The  question  whether  a  Minister  can,  within 
the  Standing  Orders,  answer  questions  can. 
not  be  raised  in  Committee  on  a  Bill,  7S27 

When  a  Ministerial  statement  has  been  made 
on  a  Tariff  item  it  may  only  be  discussed 
by  the  leaders  of  the  respective  parties,  un- 
less the  Committee  decide  to  allow  a  general 
discussion,  7896 

After  perfect  quiet  has  been  restored,  a  senator 
should  either  proceed  with  his  speech  or  re- 
sume his  seat ;  if  he  does  not  continue  his 
speech  the  question  will  be  put,  821'^ 

When  reasonable  order  is  being  maintained  a 
senator  should  proceed  with  his  speech, 
8744 

A  senator,  if  called  bv  the  Chair,  has  the  right 
to  discuss  an  item  without  moving  any  re- 
quest; it  is  merely  a  matter  of  courtesy  if  a 
senator  gives  way  to  another  who  wishes  to 
propose  a  lower  rate  of  duty,  8333-4 


RuuNGs — Chairman  of  Couuitixes — continued. 
On  a  Tariff  item  a  senator  may  discuss  the 
tactics  of  a  company  in  other  countries  as 
well  as  in  Australia,  8431 ;  but  the  lack  of 
administration  on  the  part  of  the  U.S.  Go* 
vemment  has  no  relevancy  to  the  item, 
8431 

Tedious  repetition  is  not  allowed,  8746,  9915, 
13035 

Decorum. — It  is  a  breach  of  decorum  for  a 
senator  to  bring  into  the  chamber  a  pillow 
for  the  purpose  of  sleepinf;  thereon ;  it 
should  be  removed  by  him,  8747 

Divisions. — Until  the  second  teller  is  appointed 
a  senator  is  entitled  to  cross  the  floor,  and 
his  vote  cannot  be  challenged  on  that  groundi 
3q63 

It  is  not  competent  for  the  Chair  to  order  the 
insertion  01  a  senator's  Dame  in  a  division 
list,  7947 ;  except  where  his  presence  was 
overlooked  by  the  teller,  9646 

A  senator  who  is  crossing  the  floor  when  the 
tellers  are  appointed  may  vote  as  he  desires ; 
but  a  senator  who  crosses  the  floor  after  that 
event  cannot;  his  vote  must  be  transferred, 
8165 

Any  senator  has  the  right  to  ask  that  a  ques- 
tion shall  be  divided,  and  its  parts  put 
separately,  8803,  9563 

If  a  senator  passes  the  centre  of  the  table 
before  the  Chair  has  finished  naming  him  as 
a  teller  for  the  noes,  he  may  vote  with  the 
ayes,  8S10 

A  senator  who  gave  bis  voice  with  the  noes 
may  vote  with  the  ayes,  9296 

When  a  division  is  called  for,  senators  should 
leave  the  table  or  writing  desks  and  take 
their  places  on  one  side  of  the  chamber  or 
the  other,  9646 

Excise  Tari-ft  Bill. — It  is  not  competent  for 
the  Chair  to  receive  a  request  for  the  im* 
position  of  a  duty  on  an  article  containing 
a  substance  which  is  not  included  in  the 
schedule,  100T4-20 

Interruptions- — All  interjections  are  dis- 
orderly, 1486,  5780,  8260,  8459,  9289,  9255 

Senators  should  not  interject  after  the  speaker 
has  objected  to  being  interrupted,  8213, 
10955  i       converse  in  loud  tones,  8199 

Senators  should  extend  to  the  speaker  that 
courtesy  which  all  have  the  right  to  claim, 
9363 

Language,  Parliamentary. — A  senator  is  en- 
titled to  criticise  the  remarks  of  a  senntor 
relative  to  a  proposal  which  he  intends  to 
submit  when  the  opportunity  arises,  and 
also  the  views  which  he  thinks  Ministers 
take  of  that  pioposftl,  67r 

A  senator  is  not  out  of  order  in  characterising 
as  a  lie  a  statement  which  the  speaker  had 
denounced  as  a  lie  to  a  public  meeting. 
S045 ;  or  in  describing  as  "  detestable " 
the  methods  which  have  marked  proceedings 
on  the  TarilT,  9296 ;  or  in  accusing  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Victoria  of  doing  all  they  can 
to  block  justice  from  being  meted  out  to- 
other States,  10954 

The  application  of  the  term  "rubbish**  to  a 
senator's  remarks  is  not  out  of  order,  8459 

An  interjection  that  a  speech  is  delaying  the 
passage  of  the  Bill  u not  A^fl^tion  oa- 
the  speaker,  liqil^cl6«eVyi  Uaam  de- 

lay. 5780  ^ 
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Rl-mngs — CiuiRjiAN  OF  COIOUTEEES — continued. 

Language,  U nfarliamentary. — Not  m  order — 
to  accuse  a  senator  of  doing  an  impio^r 

thing,  670;   telling   a   lie,  5044;  makil^ 

false   and   misleading   statements,  5891 ; 

misiepresentation,  8214 
to  allude  to  a  senator  as  an  ass,  8458;  a 

fool,  8464;   a  consummate  ass,  9303;  a 

phonograph,  10955 
to   ascribe   to   a   senator   "  crawlsomeness," 

9368 

to  reflect   upon   the   President,   5124;  the 
Committee,  9290;  the  Chair,  9296;  the 
Chamber,  9807 
to  refer  to  any  proposal  before  the  Commit' 
tee  as  a  jdb,  148^;  immoral,  7951;  de- 
grading, 53o7 
to  shout  remarlES  at  the  Chair,  5044 
to  state  that  senators  are  playing  a  poli- 
tical game,  8696;  or  wish  to  damn  the 
farmer,  9167 
to  interject  when  a  ruling  is  being  given,  3671 
to  remark  that  the  statement  of  a  senator  is 
untrue,  7856J  blather,  8459;  inane  traih, 
9761 

to   speak   of   "tlw   brutal    force   of  the 
majority  of  numbers,"  9386 

to  use  concerning   another   place   the  term 
"  trick,"   10950,  or  "  despicable  proceed- 
ing," Or  "nefarious  proceeding,"  10951 
If  a  remark  is  offensive  to  a  senator  it  miist 
be  withdrawn,  3470,  8214,  8464,  8696 

The  use  of  an  objectionable  expression  should 
be  taken  exception  to  at  once,  and  not  after- 
wards, 8458-9 

feints  of  Order. — If  a  point  of  order  is  not 
taken  when  the  Chairman  intimates  to  the 
mover  of  a  proposition  that  in  his  opinitHl 
it  is  admissible,  that  does  not  prevent  a  seut- 
tor  from  raising  at  a  later  stage  the  question 
of  its  inadmissibility,  3479 

\?ben  a  senator  moves  the  omission  of  certain 
words  with  a  view  to  substitute  other  words, 
no  point  of  order  as  to  the  latter  words  can 
be  taken  until  the  question  of  their  inser* 
tion  is  before  the  Committee,  3574 

A  point  of  order  cannot  be  raised  on  an  inter- 
jection, ^827;  or  received  after  an  objectioii 
to  a  decision  has  been  taken,  7897 

The  question  of  whether  it  is  necessary  to  re* 
cord  a  senator's  remarks  in  Hansard  is  Dot 
a  point  of  order,  S283 

Quotations  and  Referenc.s.-T-A  senator  may 
make  a  statement  of  the  facts  contained  in 
a  document  referring  to  a  debate  of  the 
current  session,  7978 

It  is  out  of  order  to  refer  to  a  later  item,  814a, 
8870,  9814,  or  a  previous  item,  8659,  ^13; 
to  comment  on  an  incident  that  is  closol, 
8459;  to  discuss  past  votes,  9057 

It  is  out  of  order  to  read  extracts  from  a 
newspaper  or  other  document,  except  Han- 
sard, referring  to  a  debate  in  the  Senate 
during  the  same  session,  10847-8,  10868 

It  is  not  permissible  to  allude  to  a  debate  or 
proceedmg  in  another  place,  873a,  ^79, 
11237;  to  any  debate  of  the  current  session 
in  the  other  House,  or  to  any  measure  im- 
pending therein,  idS^y-S;  to  the  debates  of 
Another  place  on  the  subject  before  the 
Chair, 


RULIKGS— CBAIBIUH  OP  COUMrTTKEM—caHtillMtd, 

A  senator  may  refer  to  the  aouzcea  fxoa 
which  he  tbiiucs  the  Ministry  receives  his  in- 
formation, 8778;  or  reply  to  an  explaoatioa 
made  by  a  Minister,  9278 

If  a  Minister  says  that  the  Government  had 
made  a  vigorous  fight  for  an  item,  without 
stating  where  it  was  made,  he  is  not  out  of 
order,  11228 

Xight  of  SfeeeM.—On\y  leaders  of  parties  are 
entitled  to  refer  to  a  Ministerial  statement, 
7896 

The  Chairman  is  bound  to  call  upon  the  first 
■enator  who,  in  filing,  catdies  ois  eye;  the 
fact  that  a  senator  has  given  notiM  of,  or 
intimated  an  intention  to  move,  a  reqneal 
gives  him  no  right  of  priority,  8097 

Riuings. — If  a  senator  disputes  a  ruling,  bo 
should  state  at  once  his  (Ejection  in  writing, 

J 045,  5669;  otherwise  it  should  be  obeyed* 
3r8,  8415,  8458,  9294,  9297 

Strangers. — The  presence  of  persons  within 
the  precincts  of  the  chamber  is  not  a  matter 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Chairman; 
his  authority  is  limited  to  wftat  lakes  place 
in  Committee,  8778 

A  senator  is  not  entitled  to  rite  fl^  speak  on- 
less  the  speaker  chooses  to  give  Vav  to  him, 
9289  4 

Suifension  of  Sitting. — Where  a  sessional  order 
fixes  a  time  for  the  resumption  of  a  sitting, 
it  must  be  observed,  8092 

At  the  wish  of  the  Cc»nmittee  a  sitting  may 
be  suspended,  8092,  8748 

[See  Pkabcx,  Senator  (Speeches).] 

Ohalnnan,  Temporary. 

Senator  DoBSON. 

Debate. — ^Tbe  remarks  of  a  senator  must  be 
relevant  to  the  question,  8741 ,  9385 

Documents. — ^A  document  quoted  from  by  a 
private  senator  mav  be  ordered  to  be  laid 
upon  the  table,  7995 

Quorum. —No  senator    ought    to    leave  the 

chamber  after  attention  has  been  called  to 

the  absence  of  a  quorum,  8743 
Quotations  and  References. — A  senator  has  do 

right  to  allude  to  a  debate  in  another  place, 

874a 

Senator  McColl. 

Bills. — request  to  take  an  article  out  of  an 
item  of  the  Tariff,  and  to  subject  it  to  a 
lower  rate  of  duty  in  a  separate  paragniA 
is  put  to  die  Committee  as  a  whole,  and 
not  in  parts,  9246-8 

After  the  Committee  has  carried  a  reqoest  to 
take  an  article  out  of  an  item  imponDg 
a  duty  of  15  per  cent,  and  to  make  it 
dutiable  at  5  per  cent,  in  a  separate  para- 
raph,  and  then  negatived  a  request  for  a 
uty  of  10  per  cent  on  British  imports 
under  the  original  item,  H  is  competent 
lor  a  senator  to  submit  a  request  for  a 
dohr  of  15  per  cent  on  Bnriih  imports 
under  the  new  paragraph,  -9248 
A  request  to  insert  a  definition  of  **  super- 
ficial foot"  should  be  moved  at  the  ead 
of  the  item,  and  not  tt'-the  end  of  the 
first  paragmphDi#6Eea^V9430QLC 
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RuuNGS — Chaikuak,  TUfFOSAST — eofUimued. 
Where  «  senator  desiies  an  article  in  a  para- 
graph of  an  item  to  be  admitted  at  a 
lower  duty  he  should  submit  a  rcquett  for 
a  separate  paragraph  for  that  purpose, 
983* 

Debate. — In  discussing;  an  item  in  the  Tariff, 
a  senator  may  show,  at  a  reasonable  lenglh, 
that  a  local  companv  are  able  to  carry  out 
what  they  profess,  8395 

On  an  item  dealing  with  the  manufactures  of 
metals  a  senator  may  refer  to  tins,  but  not 
to  their  contents,  8749 

The  discussion  should  be  relevant  to  the  ques- 
tion, 8749,  8753 

Deeorum.—A  senator  is  not  guilty  of  objec- 

«tionable  conduct  in  resuming  a  sleeping 
posture  on  a  bench  immediately  after  he 
has  raised  a  point  of  order,  8749 

DhnsioHs. — Voting  is  optional  in  the  case  of 
the  occupant  ox  the  Chair,  8^5;r 

Point  of  order  aa  to  the  admiisibility  of  a 
request  should  not  be  raised  until  the  ques- 
tion has  been  stited,  9347 

Senator  Nuld. 

Bills. — A  senator  will  Iw  out  of  order^  in 
submitting  a  proposition  in  a  jocular  l|»Tit, 

8663 

An  amendment,  extending  a  bounty  to  articles 
not  provided  for  in  the  schedule  and  there< 
fore  extending  the  destination  of  the  bounty 
is  not  in  order,  4161 

Where  three  reouests  have  been  submitted  ia 
one  motion  tney  will  be  put  sepazatcly, 
8668 

Before  another  request  can  be  submitted  the 
request  before  the  Committee  must  be  dealt 
with,  9185 

When  a  request  to  omit  certain  articles  from 
an  item  in  order  to  put  them  in  a  new 
paragraph  has  been  carried  it  is  not  im- 
perative to  deal  at  once  with  a  request  for 
the  insertion  of  the  new  paragraph :  the 
matter  is  one  for  the  convenience  of  the 
Committee,  9935 

When  the  rates  of  duty  on  an  item  are  be- 
fore the  Chair  a  senator  may  submit  a 
request  for  the  imposition  of  lower  rates 
until  a  certain  proclamation  Is  issued, 
9936 

Debate. — The  temporary  occupant  of  the  chair 
is  unable  to  take  part  in  the  diKuision  of  a 
question,  8449 

The  discussion  on  a  question  must  be  relerant, 
9082,  9084,  9189,  11343,  "a5*> 

DiviHont.—\i  is  not  pOftUble  to  remove  from  a 
division  list  the  name  of  a  senator  who  has 
broken  a  pair,  8240 

If  when  a  question  is  put,  any  senators  call 
Aye,  and  no  senator  calls  No,  the  Chair 
has  no  option  but  to  declare  the  question 
carried ;  but  if  the  Committee  so  desire 
the  question  may  be  put  again,  9549-53 

Language,  parliamentary. — It  is  not  out  of 
order  to  malce  a  statement  of  so  utterly 
indefinite  a  character  as  "on  every  occa- 
sion we  find  the  members  of  the  aocialistic 
garty  banded  together  againit  the  farmer," 

Language,  Vnfarliamentary. — Not  in  order — 
to  say  that  the  statement  of  a  senator  is  not 
true,  11349-50 


Rulings — Chairman,  Tkufokaky — continued. 

The  statement  that  a  senator  had  betrayed 
every  political  principle  is  highly  objection- 
able, and,  it  taken  exception  to,  must  be 
withdrawn,  11250 

Personal  Exflanation  can  be  made  in  the 
course  of  a  speech  unty  by  the  consent  of 
the  mover,  824.' 

Quotations  and  References. — A  senator  may 
not  discuss  a  point  whidi  baa  been  decided. 
8614 

House  of  Xefretentatives: 
Spsakar,  Mr. 

Adjournment  of  Debate.— A  member  desiring' 
toe  adjournment  of  a  debate  loses  his  op- 
portunity to  move  to  that  effect  if  he  con- 
tifiues  to  speak  for  a  few  minutes  before 
doing  w,  467,  468,  I04S5 

Before  concluding  his  speech  a  member  mav 
«dt  leave  to  continue  bis  remarks,  which 
leave  must  be  given  unanimously,  468 

If  there  be  dissent  from  a  request  for  leave 
to  continue  bis  remarks,  and  the  member 
malting  the  request  continues  and  resumes 
his  seat  be  cannot  speak  again  in  the  debate, 
468 

A  motion  for  the  adjournment  of  a  debate 
must  be  put  without  debate,  10427 

Adjournment  {Formal). — The  Speaker  must 
judge  of  the  urgency  of  the  matter,  to- 
discuss  when  a  formal  motion  of  adjourn- 
ment is  moved,  by  the  remarks  of  the 
member  moving  the  motion,  19159 

The  violation  of  the  wages  award  in  the 
agricultural  implement  induitry  is,  in  view 
of  the  early  close  of  the  session,  a  matter 
of  urgent  public  importance,  13159 

Adjournment  of  House. — ^The  Minister  haviog^ 
replied  to  the  debate  on  his  motion  for  the 
adjournment  of  the  House,  the  debate  is 
closed,  1046a 

Amendments.— On  the  motion  "That  the 
House  do  now  adjourn,"  it  is  not  competent 
to  move  as  an  amendment  the  addition  of 
words  requiring  the  carriage  of  perishable 
products  in  Government  steamers,  600 

Questions  affecting  amendments  aihottld  be 
raised  in  Committee  on  the  Bill  to  which 
they  refer,  1056,  1379 

No  amendment  can  be  made  in  a  schedule  to 
a  Bounties  sBtll  which  would  enable  any 
bounty  to  be  payable  in  respect  of  anv  item 
not  already  provided  for  in  the  scheaule  to 
the  Bill  as  presented,  1315 

It  is  not  forbidden  by  the  Standing  Orders, 
but  it  has  not  been  fhe  practice,  to  make 
amendments  in  a  schedule  to  a  Bill  altering' 
the  appropriation  provided  for  if  before 
the  Bill  as  amended  is  reported  a  message 
is  received  covering  the  appropriation  re- 
quired by  the  amended  schedule,  1316 

A  Bill  mav  be  amended  so  as  to  determine 
that  a  certain  amount  shall  be  paid  under 
it  in  any  year — either  earlier  or  later- 
provided  that  there  is  no  inciease  in  the 
total  appropriation,  or  any  new  destinatiM- 
of  any  vote,  1380 

An  amendment— Hhat  the  money  for  the  boun- 
ties be  raised  by  means  of  airect  taxation— 
cannot  be  moved  on  the  third  reading  of  » 
Bill  making  proviuon  for  the  payment  of 
bounties,  1409    Digitized  by  Google 
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Rulings — Mr.  Svzuaar— continued. 

An  amendment  moved  on  the  second  reading 
of  the  Mannfactures  EDCOuragement  Bill 
that,  to  the  question,  "  That  this  Bill  be 
now  read  a  second  time,"  the  following 
words  be  added — "  and  the  pommittee  on 
the  Bill  be  instructed  to  inco'rporate  ia  the 
Bill  provision  for  the  nationalization  of  the 
iron  industry,"  is  in  order  since  it  is  not  an 
"  instruction  *'  within  the  meaning  of 
standing  orders  Nos.  21S,  249,  and  351, 
but  a  "  resolution  strictly  relevant  to  the 
Bill "  withtn  the  meaning  of  standing  order 
N<w  152,  6233-5 

An  amendment  to  a  Bill  cannot  be  moved 

On  the  second  reading,  6279 
No  more  than  two  amendments  to  a  motion 

can  be  before  the  House  at  the  same  6me, 

9350 

On  the  motion  "That  this  (Surplus  Revenue) 
Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,"  an  amend- 
ment moved  to  omit  the  words  after  "That" 
with  a  view  to  insert  "the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  this  day  six  months  "  must  be 
temporarily  withdrawn,  to  enable  an 
amendment  to  be  put  for  the  omissiop  of 
the  words  after  "That"  with  a  view  to  insert 
"the  consideration  of  this  Bill  be  postponed 
until  the  financial  relations  of  the  Common- 
wealth and  States  can  be  dealt  with  as  a 
whole ;"  because  the  latter  amendment  would 
anticipate  the  issue  raised  bv  the  former, 
9875 

An  amendment  can  be  withdrawn  only  by  leave 
of  the  House,  10406 

An  amendment  proposing  an  increase  of  any 
tax,  rate,  or  duty  cannot  be  moved  by  a 
non-oQicial  member  in  any  committee  on  any 
Bill;  but  on  the  initiation  of  a  Hill  when 
the  House  is  dealing  with  the  preliminary 
resolutions  relating  to  the  imposition  of 
duties  any  member  may  move  such  an 
amendment,  10486 

No  amendment  can  be  moved  upon  a  motiob 
on  the  business-paper  until  the  motion  is 
called  on,  11050 

It  is  the  practice  to  state  reasons  why  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Senate  are  not  agreed 
to ;  but  it  would  be  unwise  to  adopt  a 
similar  practice  in  dealing  with  requests, 
"579 

Sills. — If  after  a  Bill  received  from  the 
Senate  has  been  read  a  first  time,  it  should 
be  discovered  that  there  is  anything  in  it 
to  which  objection  can'  be  taken  on  the 
ground  that  it  infringes  the  privileges  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  it  is  the  duty 
of  Mr.  Speaker  to  call  attention  to  the  fact, 
1936 

The  Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill  not  being  a 
Bill  to  appropriate  revenue  or  moneys,  or  to 
levy  taxation  does  not  contravene  section  53 
of  the  Constitntion,  and  was  not  improperly 
originated  in  the  Senate,  3862 

If  a  Bill  transmitted  from  the  Senate  is 
found  to  have  been  originated  in  contraven- 
tion of  section  53  of  the  Constitution,  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Speaker  when  he  becomes 
aware  of  the  circumstances  to  direct  atten- 
tion to  the  infringement  of  the  rights  of 
House  of  Representatives,  386a 


RtxiNCS — Ma.  Speakeb — continued. 

Business,  Order  of. — It  is  the  practice  for  the 
Leader  of  the  House  to  submit  motions  af- 
fecting the  order  of  business,  10126 ;  hot 
members  who  have  motions  on  the  paper 
may  object,  10136 

The  absence  of  members  who  have  motions  oa 
the  paper  does  not  preclude  the  Honse  fna 
going  on  with  other  business,  10126 

Chairman  of  Committees. — A  motion  for  the 
suspension  of  the  Standing  Orders  and 
motions  for  the  appointment  of  Committees 
of  Supply  and  Ways  and  Means  having 
been  agreed  to,  Mr.  Speaker  remains  ia  the 
chair  until  provision  is  made  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  either  a  temporary  or  a  per- 
manent Chairman  of  Committees,  83  - 

Orden  of  the  Day  having  been  postponed  lor 
a  definite  purpose,  it  is  competent  for  a 
motion  in  furtherance  of  that  purpose  to  be 
moved,  83 ;  but  a  motion  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  permanent  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees would  require  a  further  postpone- 
ment of  the  Orders  of  the  Day  before  it 
could  be  moved,  82 

The  ruling  of  the  Chairman  should  be  asked 
on  questions  as  to  the  order  in  which  the 
items  of  a  Tariff  shall  be  taken,  after  the 
Tariff  has  been  referred  lo  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  3587 

Commiliees. — When  the  House  has  referred  a 
measure  to  a  Committee  in  the  way  is 
which  the  Tariff  is  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  it  will  refnae. 
by  qKcific  motion,  to  direct  the  Committee 
as  to  the  conduct  of  its  business  in  any 
matter  within  the  power  of  the  Committee, 
3587 

Conduct,  Disorderly. — It  is  not  in  order  for 
members  to  make  remarks,  or  to  move 
about  the  chdmber  while  Mr.  Speaker  is 
addressing  the  House,  184,  3765,  3856,  60261 
«M55 

Conversations  should  not  take  place  within 
the  chamber  while  a  member  is  speakiiL», 
26,  t84,  1679,  1749,  1877,  2237,  26^  2700, 
3936,  3965,  4279,  6026,   6135,  6'3»»  6146, 

63!;6.  6369,  6434,  643S,  7450,  ro7s7.  11711, 
11823 

Debate. — Must  be  relevant  to  the  question, 
82,  796,  SiS,  i3'H>  1402,  1409,  1934-5,  iq84( 
2240,  2801,  3418,  3760-74,  38=6,  3860,  3046, 
3968,  6163,  6i86,  6233,  62!;8,  6439»  7<53» 
7506,  90^8-9,  9120-1,  9589,  959»,  9875, 
10442,  10454,  10460-1,  11632,  11750-1,  11796, 
1 1S26-7,  1 1858,  1 1941-2 

A  member  in  speaking  most  address  the  Chair 
and  not  other  members,  204,  3766,  11853 

In  a  debate  on  the  Address-in-Reply,  a  mem- 
ber may  refer  to  the  remarks  of  ptcvkms 
speakers,  468 

A  member  is  not  at  liberty  to  speak  more 
than  once  on  a  motion  for  a  spe^t  ad- 
journment of  the  House,  741 

It  is  not  in  order  to  refer  to  what  has 
occurred  in  the  Senate,  14M,  3851,  4*78; 
or  to  a  Bill  before  that  Chambo-,  ir^fOi 

12039 

The  relative  merits  of  direct  and  indirfct 
taxation  should  not  be  debated  on  the  third 
reading  of  a  Bill  making  |frDvima  for  the 
payment  of  bounties,  1409 
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ltuLiNGS~MK.  Speaker — continued. 

The  Minister  having  replied  to  a  debate  the 
debate  is  closed,  1869,  3299,  10480 

It  is  very  undesirable  that  the  names  of  the 
household  of  His  Excellency  the  Govemor- 
Geaeial  should  be  introduced  into  a  dis- 
cussion, 1870 

It  is  not  in  order  to  make  a  itatement  as  to 
the  provisions  contained  in  a  Bill  on  the 
motion  fixing  a  date  for  the  second  reading 
thereof,  1924-5 

It  is  not  in  order  to  anticipate  a  debate  which 
may  take  place  during  the  consideration  of 
an  Order  of  the  Day  already  on  the  busi- 
ness paper,  2895,  aqoo,  4794-S.  4843.  4845. 
4847,  4868,  495b,  5695,  6026,  6141-2,  6331-2, 
6670,  8933,  10180,  1 1670 ;  unless  the  Order 
be  rescinded,  11629;  or  the  Standing  Order 
dealmg    with    the    matter  be  suspended, 

No  discussion  should  take  place  on  proceedings 
in  Committee  until  the  Committee  has  re- 
ported, 3299,  3361,  4243,  4461,  4646,  6144. 
6181,  10699 

Debates  begun  in  Committee  cannot  be  con- 
tinued in  the  House,  3361 

A  member,  so  long  as  he  does  not  transgress 
the  Standing  Orders,  has  a  right  to  say 
■what  he  pleases,  and  in  his  own  way;  and 
no  attempt  should  be  made  to  limit  or  con- 
fine him  to  a  statement  of  what  others  may 
desire  him  to  say,  3413 

A  member  having  resumed  his  seat  is  not  en- 
titled to  rise  again  and  resume  his  speech  ; 
whenever  a  member  resumes  his  seat  it  is  an 
intimation  to  the  Presiding  Officer  that  he 
has  concluded  his  speech,  3414,  10455 

Except  on  a  specific  motion  it  is  improper  to 
criticise  the  action  of  Judges,  and  it  is  un- 
desirable that  their  names  should  be  men- 
tioned, 3860 

Remarks  made  upon  an  irrelevant  matter  in- 
troduced in  a  debate  mav  be  replied  to  in 
the  same  debate,  394S,  9589,  10456 ;  bat  there 
should  not  be  a  general  discussion  of  the 
irrelevant  matter,  10458 

The  House  having  without  dissent  agreed  to 
the  continuance  of  a  debate  upon  a  forma] 
motion  for  the  adjournment,  the  advisabiliiv 
of  its  continuance  cannot  be  subsequent! v 
discussed,  3959 

The  repetition  of  a  statement  the  accuracy  of 
which  is  questioned  does  not  involve  a  point 
of  order,  3965 

It  is  in  order  on  the  second  reading  of  the 
Manufactures  Enco«ra?ement  Bill  to  discuss 
the  nationalisation  of  the  iron  industry.  6i3,<; 

A  comparison  of  the  results  of  the  working 
of  State  as  against  private  railways  is  in 
order  in  debating  a  proposal  for  the  na. 
tionalization  of  the  iron  industry,  6340 

Remarks  calculated  to  stir  up  feeling  are 
undignified,  and  should  not  be  made, 
6288 

A  member  should  not  broadly  discuss  a  par- 
ticular nolifv  on  n  meast're  which  deals 
only  with  the  procedure  proposed  to  give 
effect  to  that  policy,  7474 

On  a  motion  dealing  with  the  broad  nrinciples 
of  the  establishment  of  old-age  pensions,  it 
is  not  in  order  to  discuss  details  of  par- 
ticular schemes  to  give  effect  to  the  prin- 
ciple, 9324-5 


Rulings — Mr.  Speaker — continued. 

On  the  question  proposing  the  imposition  of 
taxation  on  unimproved  land  values  to  pro- 
vide an  old-age  pension  fund  it  is  not  in 
Order  to  discuss  exemptions  from  such 
taxation,  9346 

It  is  usual  for  one  member  to  accept  the 
assurance  of  another,  9346 

A  comparison  of  the  revenue  from  the  tariff 
of  [902  with  that  from  the  tariff  of  1907  is 
not  in  order  on  the  motion  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  9850 

References  to  the  personal  appearance  of  mem- 
bers are  very  undesirable,  10787 

It  is  not  in  order  to  canvass  a  decision  of  the 
House,  10817 

A  member  is  entitled  to  deny  an  inaccurate 
statement,  but  should  not  do  so  by  w&y  of 
interjection  during  a  personal  explanation, 
11178 

It  is  not  in  order  to  refer  to  a  previous  de- 
bate of  the  same  session,  11344 

A  member  may  speak  only  once  to  a  question 
unless  by  way  of  personal  explanation, 
11636 

The  terms  of  a  Ttitl  should  not  be  discussed 
on  the  preliminary  motion  for  the  appro- 
priation to  give  effect  to  its  provisions,  11670 

It  was  not  in  order  on  the  second  reading  of 
the  Surplus  Revenue  Bill  to  discuss  the 
division  of  surplus  rcvcime,  11750-1;  means 
for  the  settlement  of  the  financial  relations 
between  the  Commonwealth  and  the  Stitcs, 
11833,  11S26;  members  speaking  to  the  main 
question  were  confined  to  the  discussion  of 
the  pdvisablencss  of  passin;;  or  not  passing 
the  Bill,  and  on  the  anrnmlment  to  the  ad- 
visabiliiv of  deferring  the  passing  of  the 
Bill  until  some  agreement  bad  been  come 
to  between  the  Commonwealth  and  the 
States,  11827 

It  is  not  in  order  on  the  second  reading  of  a 
Supplv  Bill  to  debate  a  matter  that  is  not 
dealt  with  in  the  Bill,  12182 

The  only  course  open  to  memben  on  the  third 
reading  of  a  Supplv  Bill  is  to  accept  or  re- 
ject the  Bill :  it  cannot  be  amended,  12196 

Divisiont. — Leave  to  withdraw  a  call  for  a 
division  cannot  be  granted  on  the  request  of 
a  member  again^  whom  the  decision  was  not 
given,  9481 

Documents  must  be  read  at  length  to  secure 
publication  in  Hansard,  9847 

Explanations. — Remarks  which  can  properly 
be  made  in  Committee  should  not  be  made 
■n  the  course  of  a  personal  explanation  to 
which  there  can  be  no  reply,  2653-3 

No  debate  is  permissible  on  a  personal  ex- 
planation, 2652,  3589 

It  is  not  in  order  in  the  course  of  a  personal 
explanation  to  anticipate  the  subject  of  a 
subsequent  debate,  2652-4 

A  member  may  make  a  personal  explanation 
in  or<ler  to  put  himself  right  with  the 
House  in  a  matter  in  re;;aTd  to  which  he  has 
been  misunderstood;  but  in  doing  so  he  is 
not  entitled  to  bring  further  argument  to 
bear  on  the  question,  or  to  repeat  argu- 
ments which  have  already  been  used,  3419 

A  member  may  not  interrupt  the  speech  of  an- 
other member  in  order  to  make  a  personal 
explanation,  9347,  10479,  .u66o  . 
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KuuNGS— Mb.  SnkKtA—contiuued, 

A  member  should  not  under  cover  of  a  per- 
sonal explaaatioa  continue  a  debate  that  ii 
closed,  10481 

A  member  who  has  been  misunderstood  or 
misrepresented  is  entitled  to  make  a  personal 
explanation,  10483,  11705,  11913 

Explanations  as  to  misrepresentations  of  re- 
marks by  persons  who  are  not  members  of 
Parliament  ate  not  in  order,  tioiS 

Personal  explanations  should  be  kept  trithtn 
reasonable  bounds,  11705 

The  right  to  make  a  personal  explanation  does 
not  carry  with  it  the  right  to  comment  on 
the  statements  of  others,  11913 

A  personal  explanatUm  should  not  be  used  to 
speak  in  terms  of  contempt,  or  to  impi^ 
the  honour  of  persons  who  are  not  members 
of  the  House,  11914 

A  member  is  making  a  personal  explanation 
is  not  entitled  to  debate  the  question  in- 
volved, 11915 

Grievance  Day" — On  the' formal  motion  for 
the  ventilation  of  grievances  a  member  can 
discuss  any  matter  he  pleases,  9353,  ro403 
Any  member  may  speak  to  the  formal  motion 
"  That  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  diair," 
and  any  amendment  may  be  moved  on  that 
motion,  10403 

No  amendment  upon  an  amendment  on  the 
formal  motion  can  be  received  until  the 
question  "  That  all  the  words  after  the  word 
*  that '  be  left  out "  has  bera  decided,  10402, 
10451,  1 1333 

An  amendment  to  insert  the  words  "  the  con- 
sideration of  the  order  of  the  day  be  post- 
poned until  to-morrow,"  in  lieu  of  the  words 
after  *'  That,"  would  if  carried  postpone 
"  Grievance  Day "  for  three  weeks ;  and 
when  the  order  of  the  day  was  reached  on 
the  morrow  the  Speaker  would  leave  the 
chair  without  any  motion  being  put,  10405 

Jieuse  Committee. — All  matters  relating  to 
the  House  and  the  convenience  of  Members 
are  in  the  hands,  not  of  Mmiiten,  but  of 
the  House  Committee,  441a 

Interruptions  and  Interjections. — Are  dis- 
orderly, 36,  184.  301,  309,  310,  330,  41a,  ^3, 
30481  3856.  3946,  4380,  6135,  6388,  6356. 
6309,  6438,  9121,  9337,  9346,  9348,  9349. 
9584,  9850,  10406,  10455,  10876,  ir665, 
11703,   11711,   11731,   11787,   iiSio,  11853, 

I3l8l 

It  is  very  unusual  to  interrupt  a  new  member, 
36 

Interruptions  are  very  unfair  if  made  during 
a  debate  in  which  members*  speeches  are 
limited,  301,  309,  310,  98a,  13163 

Ministerial  Statements. — In  order  that  a  minis- 
terial statement  may  be  made,  only  so  much 
of  the  Standing  Orders  should  be  suspended 
as  inight  be  necessary  to  enable  the  Minister 
miJEiag  the  statement  to  have  free  scope  in 
doine  so,  and  to  give  other  members  equal 
freedom  in  speaking  upon  it,  11638 

In  the  absence  of  rules  governing  the  discus- 
tkm  of  a  ministerial  sUtemen't  the  practice 
of  the  House  of  Commons  applies,  and  that 
practice  permits  of  a  reply  by  tbe  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  but  not  of  a  general  de- 
bate, 1 1629 

No  motion  can  be  moved  upon  a  Ministerial 
•tatement,  11635 


RUUNC»— Mr.  SfXJXEK—contimued. 
Doef  not  rule  that  it  is  not  competent  for  > 
ministerial  statement  to  be  made  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  buuness  of  the  House 
without  the  suspension  of  the  Standing  Or- 
ders, 11635 

Motions. — If  leave  be  asked  to  submit  a  mo- 
tion without  notice,  to  be  granted  the  leave 
must  be  unanimous,  3410,  6389 

A  member  having  spoken  to  a  motion  cannot 
afterwards  move  an  amendment  upon  it, 
34" 

A  member  moving  a  motion  of  privilege  ba» 
no  right  of  reply  to  the  debate  nptm  it, 
3418-9 

A  motion  for  the  suspension  of  the  Studing 
Orders  must  be  decided  by   on  aboolnte 

majority,  6389,  9483 

If  the  moving  of  a  motibn  without  notice  be 
objected  to,  it  may  be  moved  on  the 
sion  of  the  Standing  Orders,  7492 
A  motion  cannot  be  dealt  with  as  unopposed 
business  if  any  amendment  is  moved  or  any 
comment  made  upon  it;  if  opposed  it  must 
stand  over  till  a  later  date,  10880 
A  motion  cannot  be  moved  without  notice  on- 
leu  by  consent  of  the  House,  11050,  1x425 
Before  any  motion,  involving  a  discussion  pro- 
per to  an  Order  of  the  Day  on  the  paper, 
can  be  proposed  the  motion  fixing  the  Order 
of  the  Dav  must  be  rescinded,  11629 
Motions  dealini;  with  questions  of  privilege 

are  ^iven  precedence,  11703 
A  motion  for  adjournment  involving  the  anti- 
cipation of  a  discussion  of  a  matter  on  tbe 
business-paper  cannot  be  received,  11744-5 
A  motion  for  the  adjournment  of  a  debate 

is  not  open  to  discussion,  11757 
A  motion  proposing  "  i.  That  the  report  of  a 
Select  Committee  be  now  taken  into  con- 
sideration.   3.  That  the  report  be  adopted " 
is  open  to  the  objection  that  it  might  be 
taken  in  future  to  limit  the  rights  of  mem- 
bers.    The  notice  which  must  be  given  of 
a  motion  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  secure 
the  right  to  have  it  considered,  13048 
Notices  of  Motions. — A  notice  of  motioo  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee  or   of  a 
Royal  Commission  to  inquire  into  the  admin- 
istration of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment does  not  preclude  a  general  discussion 
of  the  administration  of  the  Department  in 
Committee  of  Supply,  but  it  would  preclude 
a  general  discussion  as  to  the  advisablenen 
of  appointing  such  a  Committee  or  Royal 
Commiision,  8817 
It  is  not  desirable  that  two  noticei  of  motion 
to  the  same  effect  should  appear  on  the  busi- 
ness-paper, 8817 
A  member  having  given  notice  of  a  motion  u 
not  bound  to  move  the  motioo,  and  it  is 
therefore  unnecessary  for  him  to  withdraw 
the  notice ;  but  should  the  motion  be  sub- 
mitted from  the  chair  it  can  only  be  with- 
drawn by  consent,  9352 
Language^   Unfarliamentary. — It   is    not  in 
order  to  say  that  a  member's  statement  ts 
mtnie,  aoj,  204,  320,  606,  7*5,  3769,  6967, 
10443,  10466,  10478,  11660 
To  charge  members  with  having  "played  a 
contemptible  trick,"  37««t^^^r,I^ 
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A  Minister  is  entitled  to  complaio  that  cer- 
taio  action  hai  been  taken  in  order  to  delay 
banness,  but  if  the  remark  ii  regarded  u 
offenBiTe  hy  membm  it  ihould  be  with- 
drawn, 3761 

It  is  not  in  order  to  charge  members  with  a 
desire  "  to  burk  legislation,"  and  if  made 
such  a  charge  should  be  withdrawn,  376a 

To  charge  members  with  making  deliberate 
misstatements,  ^6q<) 

Kemarks  regarded  as  offensive  must  be  with- 
drawn, 5699,  5700,  5703,  11054,  11346,  11722 

A  member  called  upon  to  withdraw  offensive 
remarks  should  rise  in  his  place  to  do  Bi>, 
5700,  10442 

It  is  very  unbecoming  to  refer  to  a  member 

as  a  "  chap."  7507 
To  insinuate  that  a  member  has  been  remored 

from  the  magistrates  bench,  9349 
To  say  that  a  member  is  trying  to  "  fool " 
persons  inside  or  outside  the  House,  95S6 

That  a  member  has  made  a  "  scandalous  state- 
ment," 10479 

That  members  are  intriguing,  11054 

To  describe  a  section  of  the  members  as  "  a 
posh,"  1 1054 

To  say  that  a  member  has  been  false  to  his 
oath,  I 1729 

To  use  insulting  language  towards  a  member, 
10876 

New  Business. — A  motion  contingent  on  boii- 
ness  entered  upon  before  11  p.m.  is  not 
"new"  business.  i8og 
Cannot  be  taken  after  ri  p.m.,  10127 

Objections. — The  Speaker  does  not  take  notice 
of  a  call  of  objection  made  at  an  improper 
time  by  a  member  who  remains  seated, 
10481-2 

Orders  of  the  ZJay.— The  Orders  of  the  Day 
roust  be  called  on  two  hours  after  the  meet- 
ing of  the  House,  606 

An  error  made  in  fixing  an  Order  of  the  Day 
for  a  particular  date  may  be  corrected  by 
leave  when  it  is  discovered,  but  the  proper 
course  is  to  correct  it  when  the  Order  of  the 
Day  is  called,  2566 

Pafers. — A  paper  having  been  tabled  ano 
ordered  to  be  printed  is  in  the  custody,  no: 
of  the  Ministry  but  of  tbe  House,  and  may 
be  dealt  with  a*  members  think  fit,  3001-3 

A  Minister  desiring  to  make  a  statement  in 
lading  papers  on  the  table  should  conclude 
with  a  motion  for  their  printing  in  order 
that  tbe  statement  may  be  replied  to,  6124, 
6676-7 

■Pafers,  Printing  of. — The  adoption  of  a  re- 
port from  the  Printing  Committee  recom- 
mending that,  except  m  cases  of  urgency 
and  importance,  no  order  be  made  for  the 
printing  of  a  document  until  the  same  has 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  for  con- 
sideration and  report,  neither  increases  noi 
diminishes  the  powers  of  the  House  in  re- 
gard to  the  printing  of  papers  as  defined 
in  Che  Standing  Orders,  770-1,  9298 

fetitions. — It  is  not  the  practice  to  have  the 
names  of  signatories  to  a  petition  read,  but 
it  may  be  done  if  the  House  so  desires, 
^790 


Rulings — Mr.  Sfcakeb — continued. 
The  certificate  of  a  member  to  a  petition 
which  he  presents  is  merely  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  signatures  appended,  its  respectful 
wording,  and  the  fact  that  it  contains  a  re- 
quest. It  doeii  not  touch  the  accuracy  of 
die  statements  contained  in  the  petition, 
2999 

The  House  accepts  do  responsibility  for  the 
accuracy  of  any  statement  contained  in  a 
petition,  3999 

A  member  desiring  that  the  record  of  a  peti- 
tion be  erased  must  give  notice  of  a  motion 
to  that  effect,  and  obtain  Ae  support  of  the 
prescribed  number  of  members  for  sudi  mo- 
tion, 2999 

A  member  is  entitled  to  indicate  the  nature  of 
the  signatures  to  a  petition  he  presents,  3408 

If  there  are  attached  to  a  petition,  signatures 
which  are  forgeries,  it  may  be  presented, 
and  it  is  for  the  House  to  receive  it  or  not 
as  it  pleases,  3408-9 

On  a  motion  that  a  petition  be  read,  it  is 
competent  to  move  an  amendment  requiring 
the  signatures  also  to  be  read,  3410 

The  only  motions  which  can  be  received  on 
the  presentation  of  a  petition  are  ;  that  the 
petition  be  received,  and  :  that  the  petition 
be  read,  3410 

A  petition  having,  on  motion,  been  read  and 
received,  a  motion  to  inquire  into  its  genu- 
ineness cannot  be  submitted  without  notice; 
and  if  leave  be  asked  to  submit  such  a  mo- 
tion, to  be  granted  it  must  be  unanimous, 
34"» 

Unless  a  petition  contains  a  request  it  is  not 

in  order,  3610,  3620 
There  is  no  such  thing  a>  the  "usual  prayer" 

in  petitions,  3620 
Tlie  words  which  usually  conclude  a  petition 

— "and  your  petitioners  as  in  duty  bound 

will  ever  pray " — are  unnecessary,  and  are 

not  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  3620 
A  document  which  does  not  ask  for  something 

is  not  a  petition,  and  cannot  be  received  as 

such,  3620 

It  is  not  usual  to  order  the  reading  of  two 
petitions  similar  in  character,  6023 

It  is  not  competent  for  a  member  who  pre- 
sents a  petition  to  move  that  it  be  printed, 
unless  he  proposes  to  take  action  upon  it  by 
submitting  a  specific  motion,  6725 

A  petition  addressed  "  To  the  Speaker  v&nd 
Members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of 
Victoria "  cannot  be  received,  7294 

Political  Parties. — It  is  not  a  function  of  the 
Speaker  to  appoint  a  leader  to  any  political 
party,  ri638 

Protests. — The  House  has  no  power  to  receive 
a  protest  at  the  hands  of  any  one,  3620 

Questi0HS.~A  question  cannot  be  put  after  a 
motion,  wluch  could  only  be  called  on  after 
question  time  has  elapsed,  .has  been  dealt 
with,  315 

It  is  the  practice  of  the  House,  when  there  is 
time  to  spare,  to  permit  the  putting  of 
questions,  on  the  paper,  after  the  Orders 
of  the  Day  have  been  called  on,  315,  606 

A  member  who  aaki  a  question  may  not  cs- 
press  an  opinion  in  dome  so;  nor  can  the 
kinbter  wbo  'gW;Sb?<$t^gte 
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Rulings — Mr.  Speaker— 

Id  putttDg  01  answering  a  question  the  matter 
to  which  it  refers  cannot  be  debated,  590, 
975.  977.  268S,  2700,  2891,  3935,  4518,  6237, 
6420,  7461,  8931,  8934,  9764,  iit54-6,  iii79» 
11387,  11705,  11738,  11788,  I2IS3 

It  is  not  in  order  to  put  a  question  to  Ministen 
during  the  debate  on  a  motion  for  a  special 
adjournment  of  the  House,  741 

A  question  cooceroing  amendments  in  a  Bill 
ihould  be  raised  in  Committee  on  the  BU1» 
1056 

It  i*>not  in  order  for  a  member  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion without  notice  on  a  matter  dealt  with  in 
a  question  of  which  notice  has  been  given, 
3450.  2794,  11050,  11328 

There  is  no  obligation  on  a  member  to  answer 
a  question  put  by  another,  3299 

A  question  concerning  the  order  ia  which  items 
in  a  Tariff  shall  be  considered  should  be 
raised  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  which  the  Tariff  has  been  referred,  3587 

Questions  are  asked  for  the  information  not 
merely  of  the  members  who  ask  them  but 
of  the  whole  House,  4279 

A  question,  the  reply  to  which  would  invoWe 
the  anticipation  of  a  debate  proper  to  a 
matter  on  the  paper,  should  not  be  put,  and 
when  put  should  not  be  answeredj  4956 

It  is  contrary  to  the  Standing!  Orders  for  mem- 
bers to  obtain,  by  way  of  interjection,  two 
or  three  consecutive  answers  to  a  question, 
6098,  12157 

It  is  entirely  a  matter  for  the  Minister  con- 
cerned to  determine  the  answer  he  will  give 
to  a  question;  and  for  the  member  asking 
the  question  to  take  any  step  he  may  please 
in  respect  to  the  answer,  gooi) 

A  member  in  asking  a  question  should  rise 
and  address  the  chair,  10076 

A  member  is  not  entitled  to  ask  two  or  mote 
qiiestians  in  succession,  to  the  exclusion  of 
other  members,  10076,  11737 

When  questions  are  asked,  members  should  be 
silent  in  order  that  the  questions  and  the 
answers  to  them  m!>y  be  heard,  10754,  iir54, 
11387,  11787 

It  is  contrary  to  the  Standing  Orders  to  make 
a  question  a  means  of  making  a  statement 
rather  than  a  means 'to  obtain  information, 
10964 

QnestiODi  asked  ^of  private  members  must  re- 
late to  a  Bill,  motion,  or  other  gnblic  matter, 
connected  with  business  on  the  notice-paper, 
in  charge  of  the  member  of  whom  the  ques- 
tion is  asked,  10965,  10969 

In  putting  questions  only  such  quotations 
should  be  made  as  are  necessary  for  the 
purposes  of  the  questions,  11050,  11521, 
1 1626;  when  it  is  desired  to  read  long  ex- 
tracts from  newspapers,  the  question  should 
be  sUted  first  that  Mr.  Speaker  may  be  able 
to  judge  the  relevance  of  the  extracts,  11626 

The  answer  to  a  question  should  not  assume 
the  character  of  a  speech  in  a  debate,  11387 ; 
nor  should  it  include  a  reference  to  a  matter 
which  dttes  not  arise  out  of  the  question, 
1 1388 

The  only  justification  for  reading  quotations 
in  askinc  questions  ia  that  they  explain  the 
questions,  11738 

Questions  must  avoid  references  which  would 
open  up  a  discussion  of  a  matter  on  the  busi- 
ness p4per,  11740 


Rulings—  Mr.  Speaker— f<»n//«»^rf. 

A  question  relating  to  a  Bill  before  the  Senate 
is  not  in  order,  12039 

Quotations. — Reports  of  debates  of  the  current 
session  on  the  subject  under  discussion,  and 
reports  of  debates  of  previous  sessions  on  any 
question  may  be  quoted,  but  reports  of  de- 
bates of  the  current  session  on  questions  other 
than  that  before  the  House  may  not  be 
qitoted,  623S 

Reports  of  debates  of  the  current  session  00 
questions  other  than  that  befote  the  House 
may  be  summarized,  6238 

Quotation*  made  in  putting  qnestioss  should 

be  only  such  as  are  necessaty  for  the  [>ut- 
poses  of  the  questions,  11050,  11521,  11636 
Recommiltats. — A  motion  to  recommit  a  Bill 

for  the  purpose  of  considering  certain  speci- 
fied amendments  would  if  carried  restrict 
the  Committee  to' the  consideration  of  those 
amendments,  1379 

Ridings. — It  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Speaker 
to  give  rulings  on  supposititious  cases,  9336 

A  ruling  by  the  Speaker  should  not  be  de- 
bated, 3361 

Senate. — In  accordance  with  precedents  already 
laid  down,  it  is  becoming  for  the  Senate  to 
make  request  to  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives to  increase  or  decrease  duties,  01 
otherwise  to  modify  any  item  in  a  Taii^T, 
7450 

The  Senate,  in  requesting  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives to  ajnend  the  schedule  of  a 
Tariff  Bill,  does  not  amend  the  Tariff,  and 
its  action  is  not  followed  by  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Customs  Department  until  the 
requested  amendments  have  been  made  by 
the  House  of  Representatives,  10487 

The  Senate  may  not  amend  a  Bill  so  as  to 
involve  an  increased  burden  upon  the  preople, 
but  it  may  request  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives to  make  such  an,  amendment,  10485-7 

There  being  no  limitation  under  section  53  of 
the  Constitution  precluding  the  consideration 
of  a  request  by  the  Senate  for  an  increase 
of  taxation,  the  House  of  Representative* 
has  no  right  to  refuse  to  consider  such  k  re- 
quest, 10487 

A  message  from  the  Senate  covering  requests 
for  amendments  in  the  schedule  to  a  Tariff 
Bill  is  within  the  power  of  the  Senate  to 
send,  and  following  precedents  already  Isid 
down  might  well  be  considered  and  dealt 
with  on  its  merits  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 10487 

There  bein?  no  joint  Standing  Orders  govern- 
ing the  procedure  in  respect  of  messages 
from  the  Senate  returning  a  second  time  with 
requests  for  nmendments  a  proposed  law 
imposing  taxation,  the  House  must  itself 
decide  to  deal  with  the  message  as  it  thinks 
fit,  or  to  refuse  to  consider  it,  11^81 

It  would  not  be  wise,  in  dealing  with  Senate's 
requests,  to  adopt  the  practice  followed  in 
connexion  with  amendments  made  bv  the 
Senate  of  stating  reasons  why  they  are  not 
agreed  to,  11579 

Sfeaier,  Mr. — Should  be  heard  in  silence,  184, 
3100,  1765,  3856,  10455.  11823 

The  reply  about  to  be  made  to  a  member  by 
Mr.  Speaker  should  not  be  anticipated,  3413 
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Rulings — Mi.  Speakeb — continued. 

Ruling  should  be  obeyed,  3361,  4^>  i<HS9 
Is  not  co^isaot  of  promiKS  made  by  leBoeii 

of  parties,  10460 
Not  in  order  to  reOect  on,  10461 
Does  not  interpret  the  Constitution,  10486 
Do«  not  appoint  leaders  to  political  partiei, 
11638 

Does  not  argue  questions  of  order  with  mem- 
bers,  1 1827 

Standing  Orders.—lx.  is  the  duty  of  Mr. 
Speaker  to  see  that  the  Standiog  Ordera 
are  not  transgressed,  589,  3361 

The  motion  ordinarily  moved  in  accordance 
with  the  practice  of  the  House  to  suspend 
the  Stantung  Orders  to  enable  a  Supply 
Bill  to  be  passed  without  delay,  suspends 
only  so  much  of  the  Standing  Orders  as 
might  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  8863 

A  motion  for  the  suspension  of  the  Standing 
Orders  cannot  be  debated,  9481-2,  9521 

The  suspension  of  the  Standing  Orders  is 
necessary  to  enable  the  report  of  a  resolu- 
tion of  Committee  of  Supply  to  be  carried 
and  the  passing  of  a  Bill  founded  upon 
it  through  all  its  stages,  on  the  same  day 
as  that  on  which  the  resolution  is  reported, 
1209s 

Strangers  include  representatives  of  the  Press, 
3095 

SusfensifiH  ef  Sitting. — An  unusual  suspension 
of  a  sitting  can  only  take  place  by  the 
practically  unanimous  desire  of  the  House, 

Taxation. — It  is  not  competent  for  a  non- 
official  member  to  submit  any  proposal  or 
amendment  for  the  increase  of  any  tax,  rate, 
qi  duty  in  any  Committee  on  any  Bill;  but 
on  the  initiation  of  a  Bill,  or  when  the 
House  IS  dealing  with  the  prefiminary  reso- 
lutions relating  to  the  imposition  of  duties 
it  is  competent  for  any  member  to  move  for 
any  increase,  10486 

Mr.  Speaker. — General  observations — 

Absence  of  Mr.  Speaker,  6505,  7169 

Chairman  of  Committees — Practice  followed 
on  appointment  of,  82-3 

Chairman  of  Committees,  temporary — ^War- 
rant nominating,  404 

Divisions — Correction  of  errors  in,  827 

Explanations,  Personal — Ois.  as  to,  2653-4 

Kingston,' Right  Hon.  C.  C— 

ols.  on  announcement  of  death  of,  11049 
Reply  to  motion  of  sympathy,  12038 

Linlithgow,  Marquis  of — Reply  to  message  of 
sympathy  on  death  of,  9088 

Mails — Delivery  of  at  Parliament  House,  6673 

Ministerial  Statements — Practice  in  connexion 
with,   1 1628-9,  '  '^35 

Murwillumb&h,  fire  at — Reply  to  message  of 
sympathy,  3850 

New  Zealand,  Dominion  of — Reply  to  message 
of  congratulation,  4085 

OflScers  of  the  House — Acknowledgment  of 
services  of,  7540 

Papers,  Parliamentary — 

Distribution  of  copies  of,  1748,  3091-3 
Printing  of,  practice  adopted  in  connexion 

with,  770-1,  2229 
When  tabled  are  the  property  of  the  House, 
3091 

Parliament— Presentation    to,  by    the  Prime 
Minister,  22 
F.6930.— u 


RUUNGS — Mb.  SVEUtxa^continued. 
Mr.  Speaker — General  observations — continued 
Parliament  House — 
Entertainment  of  strangers  at,  6292 
Exhibition  of  views  of  Capital  Sftes,  8S15, 
10965 

Exhibits  in,  1412,  6592,  7"4-S)  7300 

ioint  Committee,  leave  to  sit,  11328 
.ighting    of    House    of  Representatives 
chamber,  7349 
Lobbying  in,  6592 
Sewering  of,  4847,  12039 
Ventilation   of   House   of  Representatives 
chamber,  3683,  4413 
Petitions — Opinion  of  Attorney -General  as  to 
action  in  connexion  with  alleged  forged  sig- 
natures to  a  petition,  7457 
Prayers — Demeanour  of  members  at,  5783 
Quotations— Use  of,  in  asking  questions,  i  i26 
Questions— Practice  in  putting,  after  "(J  es- 

tion  time,"  315 
Resolutions  of  Western  Australian  Farlia  ent 

concerning  The  Tariff,  4956 
Senate- 
Messages  from,  raising  questions  as  to  con- 
stitutional rights  of  House  of  Representa- 
tives, 11381,  11437 
Messages  to,  where  requests  nave  not  been 
agreed  to,  11579 
Standing  Orders — Permanent    character  of, 
10968 

Suspennon  of  Sittings— Practice  in  connexion 

with,  113  • 
Writs- 
Issue   of   writ   for   electoral    division  of 

Echuca,  23;  return  of '  writ,  foo 
Issue  of  writ  for  electoral  division  of  Ade- 
laide, 11095 

Deputy  Speaker,  Mb.  McDonald. 

Amendments.— Oo.  a  motion  for  the  ratifica- 
tion of  a  contract,  it  is  in  order  to  move 
that  certain  words  should  "be  inserted  in  the 
contract,  if  ratified,  before  it  is  finally  com- 
pleted, 6502 

Debate. — No  discussion  can  take  place  on  pro- 
ceedings in  Comimittee  until  the  Commiilee 
has  reported.  5237,  6511,  6522 

It  is  in  order  to  reply  to  irrelevant  m^ilter 
introduced  into  a  debate,  6453-4 

The  discuswon  must  be  relevant  to  the  (jucs- 
tion,  6454,  6470,  6520 

It  is  not  in  order  to  anticipate  a  debate  v.liich 
may  take  place  during  the  consideration  of 
an  Order  of  the  Day  alrc;idy  on  the  bnsi- 
ness-paper,  7170 

Lxflanaiions. — A    personal    explanation  must 
be  confined  to  the  specific  matter  in  con- 
nexion with  which  it  is  made,  6512 
May  be  made  at  any  time,  6518 
Should  not  be  debated,  6518 

Interjections  and  Interruptions  are  disorderly, 
6493*  6509 

Should  not  be  replied  to,  6511 

Language  Unfartiamentary. — It  is  not  in 
order  to  say  that  a  member  "  is  telling  a 
deliberate  untruth,"  6490 

Ollensive  remarks  must  be -.withdrawn  unre- 
servedly, 6490  Digitized  by  LiOOQle 
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RuuNGs— Dxnnv  SnAXxx—egmtiHiied. 

Motiom, — Where  the  questioot  railed  by  a 
motion  and  by  the  amendments  moved  upon 
it  are  interwoven,  the  procedure  has  been 
to  regard  speeches  made  upon  the  ameod- 
mcnts  as  having  been  addressed  to  the 
original  question  also,  and  consequently  to 
regard  the  speech  in  reply  of  the  mover  of 
the  motion  as  closintr  the  debate,  64Qq-65or 

A  mution — That  the  House,  at  its  rising,  ad- 
journ to  a  later  hour  of  the  same  day, 
may  supersede  a  sessional  order  fixing  the 
days  of  sitting,  6503 

A  motion  for  the  resumption  of  the  Commit- 
tee  of  Supj)ly  on  a  future  date  having  been 
agreed  to,  a  subsequent  motion  that  the 
Committee  have  leave  to  sit  forthwith  can 
only  be  submitted  by  leave,  11418 

Pairs. — The   House   does  not   recognise  pairs 

in  any  way,  6506 
Rulings.~\  ruling  from  the  Chair  cannot  be 

discussed  except  upon  a  motion  to  dissent 

from  it,  6501 

Chairman  of  Oommittees. 

Amendments.— An  amendment  may  be  moved 
upon  any  item  in  a  schedule,  1072 

The  ordinary  lule  is  to  submit  a  schedule  as 
a  whole;  but  where  by  desire  the  items  of 
a  schedule  are  jut  separately,  the  most  con- 
venient course  for  a  member  desiring  the 
omission  of  an  item  to  folhsw  is  to  move 
that  the  first  word  of  the  item  be  left  out. 
1106  . 

A  schc'lule  to  a  Rounties  Bill  may  be 
amended  by  the  insertion  of  an  item  not 
included  in  the  Dill  as  presented  if  the 
amendment  would  not  involve  an  increase 
(jf  the  appropriation  provided  for,  131a, 
i.lM'  (Withdrawn  in  deference  to  Mr. 
J>peaker's  ruling,  13H),  1317) 

Tlie  insertion  of  an  item  not  included  in  the 
schedule  to  a  Bounties  Bill,  as  presented, 
does  not  alter  the  destination  of  the  vote 
where  provision  is  made  in  the  Itill  for 
varying  the  maximum  amount  of  bounty 
payable  in  respect  of  any  Koods,  131a, 
1314.  (Withdrawn  in  deference  to  Mr. 
Speaker's  ruling,  1316,  1317) 

An  amendment  to  the  latne  effect  as  one  pre- 
viously rejected  may  be  moved  if  expressed 
in  different  form,  1562 

No  more  than  two  amendments  to  a  motion 
can  be  before  the  Committee  at  the  same 
time,  4341,  4573 

An  amendment  that  is  in  order  mutt  be  ac- 
cepted by  the  Chair  in  the  form  in  which 
it  is  moved,  4577 

After  a  clause  has  been  amended  no  amend- 
ment affecting  an  earlier  part  of  it  can  be 
received,  5»59.  9'ft*-5.  'i973 

An  amendment  havmg  been  moved  upon  an 
amendment,  it  must  be  disposed  of  twfore 
the  original  amendment  can  be  withdrawn, 
and  neither  can  be  withdrawn  except  by 
leave,  544a 

A  member  objecting  to  the  withdrawal  of  an 
amendment  should  rise  in  his  place  to  do  so, 

.57*5  ^ 

An  amendment  is  recognised  as  proposed  only 
by  the  member  who  moves  it,  5975 


Rulings— CaAiuuN  of  Couiarras—t^iUiiimtd. 

A  new  clause  involving  an  appropriatitn  of 
money  must  be  preceded  by  a  menage  fram 
the  Crown,  6388 

An  amendment  to  leave  out  a  proposed  new 
section  in  a  clause  would,  if  negattved,  pie- 
vent  an  amendment  being  received  to  amend 
the  proposed  section,  9135-6 

An  amendment  proposing  an  addition  to  n 
motion  already  passed  cannot  be  received, 
10504 

An  amendment  involving  a  direct  negative 
cannot  be  received,  10735,  **>74i 

An  amendment  moved  up«n  a  motion  mmt  be 
disposed  of  before  the  original  motion  can 
be  withdrawn,  11004,  11009 

Bills. — It  is  not  custornary  to  put  the  clauses 
of  a  Bill  in  sections,  9132,  913^ 

Business. — It  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Chairman 
of  Committees  to  decide  whether  bu«nets 
submitted  to  the  Committee  is  "  Govern- 
ment" business  or  "Private"  buHness. 
1886 

The  Chairman  is  not  charged  with  the  con- 
duct of  business,  but  when  a  discnssioo 
ceases  it  is  hit  duty  to  put  the  qoestioo, 
3297 

Casting  Vote, — The  Chairman's  casting  vote 

is  usually  given  in  such  a  way  as  to  permit 

of  the  further  consideration  ot  the  question, 

573°.  6656.  6680 
It  should  not  be  questioned,  10725,  11114 
Conduct,     Disorderly. — Members    should  not 

stand  in  any  of  the  passages  or  gangways, 

43" 

Conversations  are  disorderly,  2729,  4359,  6804, 
6885,  70S4,  730a,  10554,  10732 

Debate. — The  discussion  must  be  relevant  to 
the  question,  631,  6j8,  1020,  1077,  iiio,  iw*, 
2002,  3323,  3454-5.  3595-7'  36oa-4.  3&4S. 
4022,  4121,  4120-3,  5049-50,  5067,  5152,  e.2K\, 
5606,  5629-30,  5836.7,  «;o5Q,'  6389,  6587, 
6597,  6611,  66()8,  6714,  6788,  6791,  679a,  6866, 
6875,  6909,  §956,  7001,  7079,  7099,  7127, 
7355.  7315.  8975.  9*09,  9483,  9887.  9969-70, 
9977-81,  9983,  9QS9,   10135,   10190-1,  10612, 

10616,  10664,  10668,  10728-9,  10730,  109S2, 
10992,  11104,  11107-9,  II2IO,  11205,  I>270> 
11277-8,  11284,  >iaq8,  11359^.  "375«  »U78» 
11411,  11438,  11966,  12078,  12081-4,  iao8&-S, 
12090 

Incidental  references  only  may  be  made  to 
matters  not  directly  bearing  on  the  question, 
63».  3597»  6905,  6925,  7128,  9485,  10824, 
II107 

The  general  principles  of  a  Bill  should  not 
be  discussed  in  Committee,  1057,  154a) 
11966,  taffjz 

Members  may  apeak  as  often  as  they  pleoae 
to  the  question  in  Committee,  1070 

When,  by  desire,  the  items  of  a  schedule  are 
put  separately,  the  schedule  as  a  whole  is 
subsequently  put,  a^^d  is  open  to  discpssion, 
1073 

A  member's  denial  of  a  statement  attributed 
to  faim  should  be  accepted  1081,  3034,  4287, 
5743.  6588,  6599,  10215,  »0583.  "»74  • 

A  member  addressing  the  Chair  should  net  be 
interrupted  in  order  that,  anotbec  menUwr 
may    make    « D^r^n^Cj^fO^KV 
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RuUNCs — Chaibhan  of  CoiSMnms—effntiHutd. 

A  speech  icterrapted  by  the  reporting  of  pro* 
grest  may  be  treated  u  having  been  con- 
eluded,  2655 

Od  the  resumption  of  a  debate  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  the  Chairman  of  Committees 
should  restate  the  questioor  2655 

Progress  is  usually  reported  on  the  motion 
of  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  Dill  under 
consideration,  2741 

A  member  suggesting  the  adjoummeat  of  a 
debate  is  as  a  matter  of  practice  and  by 
courtesy  called  upon  to  resume  it,  but  there 
is  no  rule  under  which  he  can  claim  to  do 
so  aa  a  right,  2741 

The  general  discussion  on  the  Budget  and 
Tariff  having  been  concluded,  and  the  first 
item  of  the  TaHff  submitted,  members 
should  not  resume  the  general  discussion, 
but  should  confine  themselves  entirely  to  the 
Tariff,  3294-7 

It  is  not  in  order  in  Oommittee  of  Supply  to 
refer  in  detail  to  matters  connected  with 
the  Tariff;  that  should  be  done  in  Com- 
iqittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  4319-20 

The  discussicm  of  grievances  before  Supply 
is  limited  by  the  Standing  Order  dealing 
with  the  subject,  3320 

Members  when  speaking  must  address  the 
Chair  and  not  other  members,  3439-40,  11085 

When  an  amendment  has  been  disposed  of 
the  original  motion  is  again  open  to  debate, 
4358 

A  statement  regarded  at  offensive  by  the 
member  to  whom  it  is  addressed  should, 
as  a  matter  of  coiutesy,  be  withdrawn.  3658, 
5924-6,  5958,  5960,  6681,  6791,  6882,  7369 

Irrelevant  matte^  introduced  into  a  debate 
may  be  replied  to,  456S,  5152 

It  is  not  in  order  to  question  the  impar- 
tiality of  the  Chair,  4355,  513J,  5441-3, 
5970.  735S.  9975.  10728 

It  is  not  in  order  to  impute  unworthy  motives, 
5625,  7193,  10649 

Members  should  not  indulge  in  personalities, 

5629-30,  7367,  1 121 1 

The  details  of  a  Supply  Bill  cannot  be  dis- 
cussed in  Committee  of  Supply,  but  only  in 
the  Committee  on  the  Bill,  6a86 

A  member  cannot  be  compelled  to  withdraw 
a  statement  merely  because  another  member 
regards  it  as  offensive,  6885 

It  is  not  in  order  for  a  member  to  reflect 
upon  the  votes  given  by  another,  6929-30, 
10728,  11446 

The  absence  of  a  member  from  the  Chamber 
does  not  involve  a  point  of  order,  7252 

It  is  not  in  order  to  refer  to  debates  in  the 
Senate,  10566,  10568,  10695,  10698-9,  10783 

A  member  may  in  the  course  of  his  speech 
put  direct  questions  to  other  members;  but 
they  should  not  reply  to  such  questions  by 
interjection,-  10697 

It  is  not  in  order  to  question  a  decision  of 
the  Committee,  10726,  10728 

Reflections  upon  the  impartiality  of  the  Chair 
must  be  withdrawn  unconditionally,  10738 

Not  in  order  to  make  detailed  reference  to  a 
debate  of  the  same  session,  11085,  itoSS;  or 
to  discuss  what  takes  place  in  Senate,  11 147 
H  2 


Riflings — Cbaiiuah  of  Committees — eoniinued. 
It  is  not  in  order  on  the  preliminary  motion 
preceding  the  introduction  of  the  Coast  De- 
fences Appropriation  Bill  to  discuss  in  detail 
the  methods  of  naval  defence,  12078;  the 
proceedings  of  the  Imperial  Conference, 
i3o8t ;  or  the  general  question  of  defence, 
12088 

Diviiions. — The  qnestion  "That  the  item  pro- 
posed  to   be   left  out   stand    part   of  the 
schedule"  huving  on  division  been  resolved 
in  the  afHrtnativc,  the  item  is  passed,  1105 
Members  should  not  leave  the  Chamber  after 

the  tellers  are  appointed,  59<;6 
Members  sitting  in  the  scats  at  the  end  of  the 
Chamber  are  regarded  as  outside  the  Cham- 
ber, if  the  cords  which  surround  those  seats 
arc  up,  5956 
Members  are  at  liberty  to  cross  the  chamber 
before,  but  not  after  the  tellers  have  been 
appointed,  6548,  7092 
A  member  standing  in  the  gangway  after  the 
tellers   have    been    appointed,    cannot  be 
counted  on  either  side,  6965 
If  there  be  no  tellers  for  the  noes,  the  ques- 
tion is  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  6976 
The  Chairman  has  no  power  to  prevent  a  mem- 
ber who  calls  for  a  division   leaving  the 
chamber  before  the  division  is  taken,  '247 
A  member  may  vote  in  a  division  against  his 

own  motion,  iioto 
Esiimetes. — It  is  not  in  order  on  the  Esti- 
mates for  Additions  New  Works  and  Build- 
ings to  discuss  the  qualifications  of  or  need 
for  officers;  this  should  be  done  on  tb»  Esti- 
■  matea-in-chief     for    the    Department  con- 
cerned, 3454-s 
Votes  included  in  the  ■Estimates-in -chief  can- 
not be  discussed  on  the  Works  and  Build- 
ings Estimates,  3595-7 
A   general   discussion   is  not   in   ordo   on  a 

particular  vote  in  the  Estimates,  9786 
A  particular  item  in  the  Estimates  need  not 
be  moved ;  this  would  not  prwent  the  re- 
porting of  other  resolutions  or  the  founiling 
of  a  Bill  on  the  resolutions  reported,  3741 
The  practice  of  the  Committee  in  tonsi'lering 
Estimates  has  been  to  permit  a  <{(-nt-nil  dis- 
cussion on  the  first  division  of  each  Dejiatt- 
ment,    and   then   to  confine   debate   to  the 
particular  vote  before  the  Committee,  8966, 
9396f  9959.  9985.  10185-6,  11404-s,  11411 
Details  connected  with  the  votes  shou'd  be  dis- 
cussed on  the  separate  votes  and  not  <luring 
the  general  discussion  permitted  on  the  first 
division  for  each  Department,  8973 

On  a  vote  for  the  Government  Printer  the 
cost  of  printinf*.  that  is  not  specifically  pro- 
vided for  elsewhere  in  the  Estimates^  may 
be  discussed,  9976-7 

A  matter  of  policy  should  not  be  di^cti-sed 
on  a  division  of  the  Estimates,  ')9S6-8 

It  is  not  in  order  in  dealinj^  with  the  Esti- 
mates for  one  Department  to  refer  to  mat- 
ters covered  by  the  Estimates  for  another 
Department,  9489,  10190-1 

It  is  in  order  to  discuss  the  applii.iiion  of  a 
Ministerial  policy  to  a  particular  lase,  but 
not  to  such  an  extent  as  to  substitute  for 
a  discussion  of  the  vote,  a  discussion  of 
the  merits  or  demerits /^^^tKr^iv^iruIar 
case.  I020C,  lojf^^i^ifsal^,^ 
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EUjungs^-Cbaikhan  of  Catiwntxs—eoniinued. 
It  is  not  in  order  in  discussing  "Additioaftl 
Estimates"  to  refer  to  matters  covered  by 
votes  in  the  Estimates  in  Chief,  11359^1 
"379 

Exflanations. — A  personal  explanation  should 
not  be  interposed  so  as  to  .  interrupt  the 
speech  of  a  mentber,  io8s ;  or  by  way  of 
iaterjection,  3739 

A  member  who  has  been  misrepresented  is 
entitled  to  make  a  personal  explanation, 
3439 

A  personal  explanation  cannot  be  made  on  a 
motion  to  report  progress,  4343 

Explanations  should  be  confined  strictly  to  the 
points  that  have  been  raised,  T0706 

Interruftiont  and  Inter  jectians. — Arc  dis- 
orderly, 611,  737,  2275,  2376,  2473-4.  3488, 
a7a9.  3034.  3'78.  33171  34S9.  4033,  4566, 
5050,  5965,  6680,  6988,  7078,  7194,  7309. 
73*1.  736S,  9980,  10697,  10725-6.  "777. 
10976,  11085,  11441 

A  misrepresentation  of  a  member's  statement 
should  not  be  corrected  by  way  of  interjec- 
tion, 2474 

Interjections  being  disorderly  should  not  be 
replied  to,  4002,  5050,  6788,  10207 

Under  standing  order  No.  48,  it  is  not  in 
order  for  a  private  member  to  interject 
from  the  Treasury  Bench,  7040 

Language,  Parliamentary, — No  exception  can 
be  taken  to  the  remark  "Does  not  the  hon< 
orable  member  know  that  his  statement  is 
untrue,**  3520 

The  statement  that  "The  Standard  Oil  Trust 
had  honorable  members  in  its  bag"  is  not 
unparliamentary,  but  it  would  be  better  if 
such  statements  were  not  made,  10975 

Language,  Unfarliamentary. — It  is  not  tn 
order  to  describe  any  measure  brought  be- 
fore the  House  as  "  a  scandal,"  1800 

To  accuse  a  member  of  deliberate  misrepre- 
sentation,  2015,  2474 

To  say  that  a  member's  statement  is  untrue, 
3473-4,  3439,  3520,  6686,  679a,  7368,  9081, 

I0I30,    13 I 75 

That  a  member  is  a  "slanderer,"  3475 

That  the  statement  of  a  member  is  a  "  mis- 
statement," 3739 

Unparliamentary  expressions  must  be  with- 
drawn unreservedly,  3729,  3439.  5'^-70, 
6792,  6938,  7357,  736jB,  7337 

It  IS  not  in  order  to  express  a  hope  that  a 
member  "  will  adhere  to  the  truth,"  272q 

To  say  that  a  member  is  an  "  absolute  liar," 
3357 

To  reflect  upon  the  Chair,  3357,  10504,  10580 
A  member  reflecting  upon  the  Chair  should 

apologize  to  the  Committee,  3357,  10504 
To  accuse  members  of  "making  disgraceful 

charges,"  3669 
To  say  that  a  Minister  is  "a  factotum  and 

general  bully,"  4117 
To  refer  to  speeches  as  "stone-walling,"  4344 
To  say  that  a  member  "  had  better  keep  ms 

dirtv  remarks  in  his  ovrn  dirty  duck-bouse,*' 

4355 

To  suggest  "  sharp  practice,"  5132 
To  say  that  a  member  "ought  to  be  ashamed 
of  himself,"  5458 


DUNGS — Chaiucan  OF  CouiaTms — CfftUinmed. 

To  charge  members  with  "  political  incon- 
sistency to  a  disgraceful  sort,"  5626 

To  call  a  member  an  "  insulting  brute,"  5628 
To  speak  of  members  as  "  automata,"  5628 
To  refer  to  a  member  as  a  "  turncoat  in 

politics,"  5727 
To  say  that  a  member  "  is  grossly  misrepre- 

senting  the  position,  and  knows  it,"  5798 
To  refer  to  a  member  as  "  a  mute,"  596S 
To  say  that  "  the  proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mittee are  being  reduced  to  a  farce,"  5969 
To  say  of  a  member,  "  Let  him  be  a  man 

and  not  a  monkey,"  6584 
To  say  that  a  member  is  "  an  old  fraud,** 
6928 

To  suggest  that  members  would  be  guilty  of 
"  tricks,"  7077 

To  say  that  a  member't  attitude  is  "most  con- 
temptible," 7211 

That  the  opportunity  to  discuss  Supply  is 
used  for  mischievous  purposes,  9979 

That  a  Minister  has  deceived  members,  0981 
To  charge  a  Minister  with  deliberately  break- 
ing his  vtoTd,  10091 
To  say  that  a  member   is  "  stone-walling," 

10554 

To  accuse  a  member  of  trickery,  10565 

To  say  that  a  member  "  has  probably  served 
his  time  in  Pentridge,"  10581 

That  a  member  "is  wilfully  misrepresenting 
the  facts,"  10583 

To  describe  any  action  taken  by  the  Com- 
mittee as  "damnable,"  10594 

To  say  that  a  Minister  "  is  fooling  the  Com- 
mittee and  playing  a  despicable  tridc,'* 
10687 

That  members  are  ."turncoats,'*  10730 

That   a   member    is    ".n   disgrace   to  the 

House."  7357 
A  member  in    askmg   that   onensive  words 
should  be  withdrawn  should  not  use  words 
that-  are  equally  offensive,  7357 
It  is  not  in  order  to  say  that  a  member  "is 

absolutely  ridiculous,"  7397 
That  a  member  has  proposed  something  which 
is  "  traitorous  to  the  Commonwealth,"  7403 
That  "  the  galleries  were  filled  with  men 
who  were  imploring  the  Treasurer  to  give 
them  an  opportunity  to  dip  their  baods  in 
the  public  purse  in  order  that  they  might 
enricn  themselves,"  10981 
That  TOtes  were  taken   under  circumstances 

which  were  not  creditable,  11214 
Remarks  of  on  insultiag  character  should  be 

withdrawn,  iiaii 
Motiens.—A  motion  "  That  the  Cbsirman  re- 
port progress"  is  not  open  to  debate,  2741, 
4580 ;  may  be  moved  although  an  amendment 
before  the  Committee  has  not  been  disposred 
of,  r2076 

A  motion  dissenting  from  a  ruling  of  the 
Chairman  must  be  submitted  ia  writing, 
3^98 

Pairs. — Are  not  officially  recognised,  6793-4 
Papers. — A  Minister   reading   from  a  State 
document  or  any  paper  likely  to  be  pub- 
lished  may       a|,ke^^tQ^^g((Ae  tdile. 
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RuUNGS — Chairuan  OS  COHiUTTEBS — continued. 
If  ft  quotation  is  made  from  a  private  letter 
the  member  makiog  it  may  give  or  withhold 
the  name  of  the  writer  at  hit  discretion^ 
5223 

Preetdure  in  Committee. — The  Commiltee  has 
full  power  to  decide  its  own  procedure, 
■313,  6388 

Though  a  ruling  of  the  Chairman  of  Com* 
mittees  is  occasionally  referred  to  Mr. 
Speaker,  it  is  much  better  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  arrange  its  own  business,  1312 

The  Committee  may  order  complicated  ques* 
tions  to  be  divided,  4359,  10663,  i^7M 

Where  there  is  doubt  as  to  how  a  question 
should  be  put  the  Chairman  is  prepared  to 
listen  to  suggestions,  5441 

The  Committee  is  not  supposed  to  know  what 
takes  place  in  the  House,  10570 

The  Committee  should  decide  its  own  pro- 
cedure, and  there  should  be  no  appeal  to 
the  Speaker  from  a  decision  of  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees,  10739 

The  Chairman  is  not  called  upon  to  interpret 
the  effect  of  any  proposal,  10729,  10813 

Quorum. — ^When  a  quorum  hai  been  called  for* 
until  those  present  have  been  counted  no 
member  should  leave  the  Chamber,  6800 

Quotaiiom, — member  may  quote  from  an 
unfinidied  debate  of  the  current  session, 
7139 

The  Chairman  canaot  control  the  reading  01 
any  document  relevant  to  the  question,  7321 

Ridings. — If  a  ruling  of  the  Chairman  is  dis- 
puted a  motion  dissenting  from  it  must  be 
moved  at  once,  ^97 

A  motion  dissentmg  from  a  ruling  of  the 
Chairman  must  be  submitted  in  writing, 
3298 

It  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Chairman  to  give 
rulings  on  technical  questions,  10884 't  o** 
hypothetical  cases,  4764,  5640,  10678,  iioio 

The  Chairman's  ruling  should  not  be  discussed 
except  on  a  specific  motion  dissenting  from 
it,  5640,  6388,  ,6705,  7006,  9987-8,  10738, 
10742,  ir546 

It  is  customary  for  the  Chairman  to  uphold 
the  ruling  of  a  Temporary  Chairman,  9977 

A  member  should  not  attempt  to  evade  a 
ruling  of  the  Cbairmai^  "379 

Senate. — ^The  terms  of  messages  to  the  Senate 
are  determined  not  by  a  Committee  but  by 
the  House,  11544 

Sfeaker,  Mr. — A  ruling  by  Mr.  Speaker  should 
not  be  discussed  in  Committee,  1310 

Susfension  of  Sitting. — There  is  no  time  de- 
finitely fixed  for  thi  suspension  of  a  sitting 
and  should  the  Committee  continue  to  sit 
after  the  hour  at  which  the  business  is  or- 
dinarily suspended,  the  .  proceedings  are  in 
no  way  invalidated,  7355 

Tartf. — A  motion  for  the  consideration  of  a 
number  of  items  en  bloc  may  be  moved 
when  the  general  question  is  being  discussed, 
but  not  after  the  &rst  item  has  been  put  from 
the  Chair,  400A 

Each  item  of  a  Tariff  is  in  itself  a  separate 
enactment,  4006 

It  is  in  Order  to  move  the  postponement  of  an 
item  or  items  until  a  subsequent  item  or 
items  have  been  dealt  with,  4007,  4120,  4122, 
433»i  46*6 


RtnjNGS — Chairman  07  CoMunriEs — continued. 

The  covering  clauses  of  a  Tariff  are  merely 
explanatory,  and  are  put  to  the  Committee 
when  the  items  have  been  dealt  with,  when 
amendments  may  be  moved  upon  them,  4007 

An  amendment  of  general  application  exempt- 
ing packages  from  duty  is  not  in  order;  but 
an  amendment  to  exempt  from  duly  all 
packages  in  connexion  with  a  specific  item 
may  be  moved,  4088 

An  amendment  to  increase  a  duty  can  be  pro- 
posed only  by  a  Minister;  but  an  amend- 
ment which  would  reduce  or  would  not  in- 
crease a  duty  may  be  moved  by  a  private 
member,  4305,  4674,  4764.  S^^>  5555-6.  5640, 
6115,  6911,  7103,  7107 

On  a  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of 
certain  items  the.  merits  of  the  duties  pro- 
posed in  respeot  of  them  cannot  be  debated, 
4329.  434 > 

It  is  in  order  to  move  the  postponement  of 
items  up  to  and  inclusive  of  a  certain  item 
with  the  exception  of  other  intervening  items, 
433'.  4334-5.  46^6 

If  on  an  amendment  to  except  certain  items 
from  those  proposed  to  be  postponed  a  fur- 
ther amendment  to  except  other  items  ^  is 
negatived,  no  further  amendment  proposing 
the  exception  of  fresh  items  can  be  received, 

4358 

If  a  question  involving  a  number  of  items  is 
considered  a  complicated  question,  by  leave 
of  the  Committee,  each  item  may  be  put 
separately,  4359,  7073.  7076.  708° 

An  amendment  to  make  an  article  duty  free 
under  the  General  Tariff  and  also  from  the 
United  Kingdom  having  been  rejected,  it  is 
in  order  to  move  that  it  be  dutiable  under 
the  General  Tariff  and  free  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  4574-5 

An  amendment  to  make  an  article  dutiable  at 

5 per  cent,  under  the  General  Tariff  and  also 
rom  the  United  Kingdom  having  been  re- 
jected it  is  in  order  to  move  that  it  be  duti- 
able at  to  per  cent,  under  the  Gennal  Tariff 
and  j  per  cent,  from  the  United  Kingdom; 
but  should  the  latter  proposal  be  agreed  to 
it  would  not  be  in  order  to  move  that  the 
duty  should  be  10  per  cent,  under  the  Gene- 
ral Tariff  and  also  from  the  United  King-  *  . 
dom,  4579 

A  motion  to  postpone  a  particular  item  in- 
volves the  postponement  of  that  item  only, 
4625 

An  amendment  adding  horses  to  the  list  of 
animals  proposed  to  be  made  dutiable  and 
fixing  the  duty  at  los.  per  head  having  been 
agreed  to,  no  subsequent  amendment  to  the 
item  can  be  received  which  would  alter  the 
duty  on  horses  agreed  to,  4772-3 

An  item  having  been  amended,  the  question  : 
That  the  item,  as  amended,  be  agreed  to— is 
put  and,  if  carried,  no  further  amendment 
to  the  item  can  be  moved,  4773 

In  submitting  amendments  to  Tariff  items  that 
proposing  the  lowest  duty  is  put  first,  4954, 
5850 

An  amendment  fixing  a  duty  at  a  certain  rate 
having  been  agreed  to,  A&Jui^^ amend- 
ment by  way  oiigiii^<^dn^(yf4&<  Utceived, 
4968  ^ 
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RoLiNGS — Chauuan  OF  CoMitmus— continued . 

An  ameodment  in  the  form  "and  on  and 
after  '*  a  certain  date,  duly  at  a  certaio  ratCi 
may  be  amended  hy  the  omissioa  of  the 
words  "and  on  and  after,"  4970 

One  part  of  an  item  having  been  amended 
no  amendment  to  an  earlier  part  can  be 
received,  5159,  5743,  7141,  722a 

No  amendment  inconsistent  with  a  previous 
decision  of  the  Committee  can  be  received, 
4778,  5442,  5464.  7oai,  709a,  7184-5,  7aia, 
7aS5,  10725,  10815.  iioio-ti,  iiaos 

An  amendment  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
an  article  is  not  in  order,  5465 

An  amendment  imposing  an  Excise  duty  00 
non-compliance  with  certain  wages  condi- 
tions cannot  be  received,  5556-7 

It  is  not  in  order  in  dealint^  with  Tariff  reso* 
lutions  to  attempt  to  include  conditions 
which  ought  properly  to  be  included  in  a 
Bill.  5556-7 

The  Committee  cannot  go  back  to  an  item 
previously  dealt  with,  but  it  may  be  again 
considered  when  the  resolutions  are  re- 
pOTted»  5712,  6557,  6632,  6704 

On  a  motion  for  the  recommittal  of  an  item 
the  merits  of  the  proposal  cannot  be  dis- 
cossed,  5733 

The  Committee  having  decided  that  certain 
words  in  an  item  shall  stand,  no  amendment 
to  alter  them  can  be  received,  5848,  6772, 
6889,  7080-1,  7083-4 

After  a  duty  has  been  agreed  to  the  Chairman 
will  not  receive  amendments  altering  the 
duty  after  certain  dates  since  by  the  adop- 
tion of  such  a  course  there  would  be  no 
finality,  5847-8 

An  amendment  to  make  the  duties  applicable 
to  a  certain  item  ao  per  cent,  and  5  per 
cent,  having  been  negatived,  it  is  in  order 
to  move  for  duties  of  10  ger  cent,  and  5 
per  cent.,  5850 

An  amendment  to  admit  free  of  duty  the  whole 
of  the  articles  included  in  a  certain  item  mav 
be  moved  after  an  amendment  dealing  with 
certain  articles  in  the  item  has  been  dealt 
with,  5914 

An  amendment  proposing  a  fixed  duty  may  be 
received  although  it  would  impose  duty  at 
about  the  same  rate  as  an  ad  valorem  duty 

previously  rejected,  5969 

The  letters  "  n.e.i."  refer  only  to  articles  simi- 
lar to  those  included  in  the  particular  item 
to  which  they  arc  attached,  6705 

An  asterisk  attached  to  an  item  brings  the 
articles  which  preceeded  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  corresponding  footnote  to  the 
Tariff,  and  should  die  asterisk  be  omitted,  the 
footnote  would  cease  to  have  any  applies* 
tion  to  these  articles,  6745,  683a 

It  is  in  order  in  discussing  Tariff  items  to 
debate  the  right  of  Departmental  officers 
to  advise  as  to  matters  of  policy,  6895 

The  reading  ol  business  testimonials  cannot 
be  permitted,  since  if  the  practice  became 
general  there  would  be  no  finality  to  Tariff 
discussions,  6939 

An  amendment  of  an  amendment  may  be 
received  though  it  might  have  the  effect  of 
re-affirming,  wholly  or  in  part,  the  original 
proposal,  698S,  7381 


Rulings — Chairman  of  Couhittees — continmeJ. 

On  a  motion  to  make  Timber,  undressed, 
n.e.i.,  in  sizes  12  in.  by  6  in.,  dutiable,  it 
is  in  order  to  move  as  an  amendment  the 
insertion  of  the  words  "  other  than  New 
Zealand  white  pine  cut  to  sixes  for  batter 
boxes,  in  bond,'*  7086 

An  amendment  omitting  "New  Zealand  pine** 
from  an  item  in  which  it  would  have  been 
dutiable  having  been  negatived,  it  is  com- 
petent to  move  the  insertion  of  a  new  para- 
graph to  the  item  pioviding  that  it  shall  be 
admitted  free,  7095 

An  amendment  having  been  mored,  a  priei 
amendment  cannot  be  received  until  the  first 
is  withdrawn,  7196 

An  amendment  upon  which  an  amendment  has 
been  moved  cannot  be  withdrawn  unless  the 
amendment  moved  upon  it  is  also  withdrawn, 

7M3 

The  Committee  having  decided  that  printine 
paper-  used  exclusively  for  newspapers  shall 
be  admitted  free  of  duty,  it  is  in  order  to 
propose  the  insertion,  as  a  new  paragraph  to 
the  item,  of  "Printing,  n.e.i.,  free,"  7213 

A  motion  for  the  recommittal  of  an  item  can- 
not be  moved  until  the  resolutions  have  been 
reported,  7255,  7449 

To  permit  the  discussion  of  actual  business 
transactions  of  particular  firms  in  the  de- 
bate upon  an  item  might  lead  to  endlesa 
debate,  7315-6 

It  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Chairman  to  decide 
what  duties  can  be  collected,  7345 

With  the  consent  of  the  Committee  the  Chair- 
man will  make  such  alterations  in  the  form 
of  an  amendment  which  has  been  agreed  to 
as  will  carry  out  tht  expressed  will  of  the 
Committee,  7346 

An  incidental  reference  to  an  item  not  tm- 
•  mediately  before  the  Committee  is  in  order, 
7348 

It  is  not  customary  to  postpone  an  item  which 
has  been  amended,  but  in  exceptional  cir- 
cumstances that  course  may  be  adopted^ 
leave  of  the  Commitlet,  7405-6 

With  the  consent  of  the  Committee,  the 
Chairman  will  correct  clei  ical  errors  in  a 
Tariff  schedule,  7441 

It  is  in  order  to  produce  for  the  inspectioa 
of  members  samples  of  any  article,  on 
which  a  duty  is  proposed,  10625 

Tariff. — Senate's  Requeits. — In  dealing  with 
amendments  requested  by  the  Senate,  a 
motion  fixing  tlie  date  on  which  the  amend- 
ment is  made  as  the  date  of  its  operation  is 
in  order,  10503-4;  but  the  Committee  inay 
at  the  same  time  deal  with  any  item  in  a 
special  way,  10537 

If  a  motion  for  a  modification  of  a  requested 
amendment  is  not  carried  it  is  still  open  (o 
the  Committee  to  accept  or  reject  the  amend* 
ment,  10564 

A  proposed  modification  of  a  requested  amend- 
ment should  be  relevant  to  the  amendment, 
10574.  »oS79 

A  proposed  modification  of  a  requested  amend- 
ment should  not  involve  the  introduction  of 
a  new  item,  10574,  10579,  10S85-89,  11027 

Any  relevant  modification  of  a  reqnesteA 
amendment  may  be  proposed,  10580,  ia68a» 
loSoi,  10910,  1102;,  iii^o,  11449,  11563 
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RuLiKcs— Chaibmak  or  ComnrreES— f<nift««*rf. 

The  Senate,  having  reqijeated  Ae  ainend»«t 
of  an  item  by  the  omission  of  the  words 
*'  including  women's  and  childreo'i  dress 
goods"  the  insertion  of  thf  words  "  includ- 
mg  women's  and  children's  diess  flannels 
after  the  words  "dress  goods"  may  be  pro- 
posed as  a  modification,  although  the  re- 
quested  amendment  be  not  made,  10627-8 

The  Committee  may  accept,  reject,  or  modify 
a  requested  amendment,  10628 

The  Committee  can  deal  only  with  the  part  of 
an  item  which  is  affected  by  a  requested 
amendment,  10668,  10678,  10747-8,  10804, 
to8o6 

It  is  pot  the  daty  of  the  Chairman,  but  of 
the  House,  to  determine  whether  it  is  com- 
petent for  the  Senate  to  make  a  certain  re- 
quest, 10675 
%It  is  not  in  Older  to  discuss  what  the  Senate 
might  do  in  the  CTent  of  the  adoption  of  a 
certain  course  in  dealing  with  a  requested 
amendment,  10739 

Should  the  Senate  request  that  an  item  be 
made  "  free,"  a  member  desiring  a  lower 
duty  than  that  previously  agreed  to  by  the 
Committee  should  move  by  way  of  amend- 
ment of  the  motion  "That  the  requested 
amendment  be  not  made,"  when  the  lowest 
duty  proposed  would  be  put  first,  10733-8, 

An  amendment  to  add  to  the  motion  '  That 
the  requested  amendment  be  not  made,"  the 
words  "in  the  form  in  which  it  appears  in 
this  column"  involves  a  direct  negative,  and 
therefore  cannot  be  received,  10735 

A  member  desiring  the  imposition  of  duties 
lower  than  those  proposed  by  a  requested 
amendment  should  move  a  modification  of 
the  requested  amendment,  10792 

A  modification  of  a  requested  amendment  is 
put  from  the  Chair  before  the  amendment 
itself,  10886,  11027;  and  that  proposing  the 
lowest  duty  is  put  first,  11027 

It  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Chairman  to  dis- 
cover how  any  proposal  will  affect  other 
items  in  the  Tariff,  10889 

One  modification  of  a  requested  amendment 
must  be  disposed  of  before  another  is  moved, 
.  11117 

When  a  modification  has  been  agreed  to,  the 
item,  as  modified,  is  put  from  the  Chair, 
iiiqo 

A  member  desiring  the  imposition  of  a  higher 
duty  than  those  provided  for  in  a  proposed 
modification  of  a  reqnested  ameadm«at  may 
move  to  amend  the  proposed  modification, 
11191 

The  Committee,  in  dealing  with  requested 
amendments,  hat  the  whole  Bill  before  it, 
and  may,  if  necessary,  revert  from  the 
schedule  to  the  body  of  the  Bill,  11213 

A  motion  proposing  the  omission  of  an  item 
on  which  the  two  Houses  disagree,  may  be 
moved,  11528 

A  motion  "That  the  requested  amendment  be 
made,"  cannot  be  received  if  it  involves  the 
insertion  of  a  new  item,  11 543  >  but  snch  a 
motion  is  in  order  if  the  requested  amend- 
ment iuvolvei  merely  the  modifieatiion  of 
an  item,  11546 


KULING  S — eontinued. 

CBAIKMEN  of  COMMTITEES,  TlMPOHAlir  : 

Ur.  Batcbblok: 

^m<«rff«*«/j.— Following  the  practice  pre- 
Ttously  adopted  by  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittee's, an  amendment  equivalent  to  « 
direct  negative  may  be  submitted,  M19 

There  can  only  be  one  amendment  before  the 

Committee  at  the  one  time,  6629-30 
CotmersationM  and  Interrufti^s  are  disorderly, 

6659,  10493 

Deiate.—Tbe  discussion  molt  be  *° 
the  question,  3348-0.  4»3«.  50>4.  "95.  *»9>7» 
7265,  7325,  9968-9,  i<M<>3»  »>37» 

■Ihe  ventilation  of  grievances  be?Oi.'  Supoly 
has  been  by  Standing  Order  l'"'*'^^,,]"  * 
formal  supply  motion  once  a  montn,  3346-9 

It  is  'not  in  order  to  reflect  upon  the  impar- 
tiality  of  the  Chair,  44SS 

It  i»  not  the  invariable  mle  to  call  on  mem- 
bers from  each  side  alternately,  4455 

It  is  distinctly  disorderly  for  a  member  to 
interject  while  the  Chairman  ts  speakmg, 

4455 

fj/mfl/e/.— A  matter  covered  by  a  vote  in  the 
Estimates  for  another  Department  cannot 
Be  discussed  on  the  Treasurer's  Estimates 
merely  because  the  money  »  paid  by  tae 
Treaiurex,  9969 

Tarif.—An  amendment  to  increase  a  duty 
cannot  be  moved  by  a  private  member, 
6809-10,  7108 

No  amendment  incooMStent  with  a  previous 
decision  of  the  Committee  ci^n  be  received, 
7265 

T art  f— Senate's  Requests.  —  The  Committee 
can  deal  only  with  the  part  of  an  item  that 
is  affected  by  a  requested  amendment,  11553 

Mr.  FOWLER  : 

Conversations  are  disorderly,  6528 
Debate.— A  member's  denial  of  a  statement 
attributed  to  him  must  be  accepted,  5218 

The  discussion  must  be  relevant  to  the  ques- 
tion, 6692 

A  diEFerence  of  opinion  as  to  the  inference  to 
be  drawn  from  a  vote  does  not  mvolve  a 
point  of  order,  6694 

Mr.  WiLKS  : 

Amendments— y^vtk  an  amendment  U  be- 
fore the  Committee,  it  must  be  wiuidraim 
before  a  prior  amendment  can  be  received, 

6579 

Ccnversations  are  disorderly,  4433 

Debate.— li  is  not  in  order  to  anticipate  a 
debate  which  may  take  place  during  the 
consideration  of  an  Order  of  thileay  u- 
ready  on  the  busmess-paper,  10174^ 


ecxxxii 


Irtdex  to  Subjects. 


TR&DB  AND  CUSTOMS. 

AmOinSTBATION. 

Want  of  power  on  part  of  admiiiistrative 

head,  sufflyt  6.110 
Question   by    Senator    Guthrie,  reported 
.  Customs  leakages,  6393,  6409 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Border  stations,  tuffty,  9984-5-90 
Contingencies  and  increased  expenditure, 
suffly,  9993-4-6;  Over-sea  ships,  change 
of  policy  in  regard  to  collection  of 
duties,  suffly,  9993-3 
Questions  by — 
Mr.    Gljuoj    Customs  administratioD, 
Adelaide,  increaied  staff  and  delays, 
10703 

Mr  Hutchison,  reported  Customi  leak- 
ages, 6354 

Mr.  Salmon,  seizure  and  sale  of 
Japanese  goods,  6034;  Mr.  VITise,  6133 

AcsiciiLiinLa  BcBEAU.    iSte  Hohe  Affairs.] 

ACWCULirBAL  IMPLIMEKT  MaKEBS— HabvBS- 
TSKS— ExaSI  Tariff  (Agbiotltuxal  Machi- 
VBCl)  Act. 

Senate: 

Administration  of  Excise  Tariff  (Agricul- 
tural Machinery)  Act  and  defecta  in  the 

Act,  arf;.,,  5746-74;  softly,  6303-6,  6314. 

7,  6319,  6328-33-45 
Agricultural    Implement    Makers'  Union 

and  Mr.  Woolf,  txfL,  5466;  arf/.,  5493-6 
Failure   to  enforce  provisions  of  t.\cise 

Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act,  arf;., 

4377-8 

Motion  by  Senator  Ncedliam,  for  return 
ihowtne  exemptions  under  Excise  Tariff 
Act  and  wagea  paid,  650 

Price  of  Stripper-Harvesters,  Tariff, 
7595.i  statutory  reduction  of  prices,  in- 
quiries as  to,  suffly,  8903 

Refusal  of  Exemption  Certificate  to  Mr. 
McKay,  and  collection  of  Excise:  adi., 
5781-3 

Suoshine  Harvester  employes,  coat  of  ap* 
'  plication  to  Court,  jupply,  8993-95 
Questions  by- 
Senator  Chataway.  JSxcIse  collected  and 

exemptions  under  Act,  1937 
Senator     demons,    conditions  under 
which    harvesters    are  manufactured, 
1927 

Senator  Oobson,  inquiries  as  to  enforc- 
ing provisions  of  Excise  Tariff  Act, 
205s ;  as  to  date  of  hearing:  argu- 
ments in  Excise  Harvester  case,  7796 

Senator  Findley,  cost  of  application  to 
Court,  5177 

Senator  Findley,  posting  schedules  of 
wages  in  factories,  6189,  629^ !  '"^ 
post  offices,  Senator  Stewart,  6201; 

Senator  McGregor,  presentation  of  report 
by  Chief  Inspector  of  Excise,  South 
Australia,  75^ 

Senator  Milleo,  power  to  postpone  col- 
lection of  Excise,  61S9 

Senator  Mulcahy,  police  inquiries  in 
Tasmania  and  intentions  of  Govern- 
ment, 5560 


Trade  and  Customs — eontinutd. 

Agricultural      Implement      MRkers.  Ac— 

eoniinued. 
Questions  b; — 
Senator  Neild,  ap)>lication  by  employii 
for  assistance  of  accountant,  and  scope 
of  amending  Bill,  4363 
Senator  Pearce,  power  to  enter  factories 
in  connexion  with  collection  of  Ex. 
cise,  6395 

Senator  E.  J.  Russell,  strike  of  imple- 
ment makers  at  Horsham,  3049;  ex- 
emption of  Messrs.  May  and  Millar, 

3149;  amendment  of  Constitution  if 
Act  held  unconstitutional,  7543;  en- 
forcement of  Mr.  Justice  Higgini* 
award,  7567 
Senator  W.  Russell,  harvesters,  statu- 
tory reduction  of  prices,  9796,  nasi 

Senator  Sayers,  harvester  case,  delivesy 
of  judgment,  11381 

Senator    Stewart,    amendment    of  Act, 

5»75.  5284 
Senator    St.    Ledger,    regulation  of 

wages,  5980 
Senator  Vardon,  Mr.  McKay's  price  for 

harvesters,    10919,    iiaao;  Senator 

Symon    and    Senator  W.  Rotsell, 

10990;   Senator   St.  Ledger,  ttaao; 

Senator  Pulsford,  evasion  of  Act  1^ 

selling  on  terms,  iizai 
Senator  Miilen,  reported  collection  of 

Eiciie,  5857 

Hetae  of  Refresentatives.' 

Administration  of  Act,  suffly,  6282 
Applicants  for  exemptions  inconvenienced, 

suffly.  5705 
Award    of    Court,    violation    of,  adj., 

12158-68 

Credit  prices  of  harvesters,  ais.  on  3R.  of 
Australian  Industries  Fresenratian  Bill. 

9585-90 

Exemptions  under  Excise  Tariff  (Agricul- 
tural Machinery  Act),  address^  334, 
obs.,  3843-4,  Budget,  3934-31,  3985, 
3<H5-« 

Failure  of  Minister  to  act  on  information 
supplied,  and  amendment  of  Act,  adj., 
5558-9 

Increased  charges  resulting  from  Excise 

duties,  suffly,  i7qs-7 
Injustice  of  enforcintr  pavment  of  Excise, 

where   manufacturers  have   paid  what 

were  considered  reasonable  wages,  adj.. 

6356-70 

Motion  by  Mr,  Hutchison  for  return 
sbowine  exemptions  under  Excise  Tariff 
Act  and'wagea  paid  in  S<>uth  Australia. 
1090 

Nationaliration     of     industry,  addren, 

349  i    'xfl;  SO» 
Printing  and  distribution  of  judgment  ol 

Court  in  Harvester  Excise  cases,  adj.^ 

5800 

Rates  of  wages  under  Excise  Tariff  Act, 
suffly.  1795-7;  Budget.  3103 

Unsatisfactory  administratioi^  iGat  Act, 
suffly,  5693-5-9.  5705-<»  ~ 
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TwAsm  AND  CvsTOU^—xan/inued. 

Agricultural     Implement     Maken,  Ac. — 
ecHiinued. 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  imports  of  stripper- 

harvesters, ,  7028,  7297,  7418 
Mr.  J.  Cook,  position  of  employes  if 
Excise  collected  be  paid  into  Consoli- 
dated Revenue,  5909 ;  amending  Excise 
legislation  and  retrospective  aspect  of 
Act,  6130 

Mi.  ].  Cook,  judgment  in  Excise  case 
to  DC  made  a  State  paper,  5909;  and 
also  fchedule  of  wages,  Mr.  Fisher, 
5909;  Mr.  McWilliams,  extension  ot 
award  to  country  blacksmiths,  7296 

Mr.  Crouch,  removal  of  aoomalies  re- 
garding standard  wages,  6230 

Mr.  Fairbaim,  payment  of  Excise  and 
right  of  appeal,  6130 

Mr.  Fisher,  steps  to  be  taken  to  enforce 
Excise  Tariff  Act,  5801 ;  judicial  com- 
ment on  Government  inaction,  7394 

Sir  J.  Forrest,  application  of  schedules 
of  wages  fixed  by  Minister  and  Mr. 
Justice  Higgins,  and  guide  to  West 
Australian  manufacturers,  6230 

Colonel  Foxton,  value  of  goods  upon 
•which  Excise  wai  payable  under  Ex- 
cise Tariff  Act,  and  inquiries  regard* 
ing  exemptions,  2236 

Mr.  Frazer,  uniform  rates  of  wages  in 
industry,  7205 

Mr.  Glynn,  reasons  for  abandoning 
method  of  protecting  labour  under 
Excise  Tariff  Act  3^68,  330a, 

3431 ;  collection  of  import  duty  on 
harvesters  and  constitutionality  of  Ex- 
ctse,  5909;  effect  of  Mi.  Justice  Hifj- 
ffiot*  award,  6230;  standard  of  uni- 
formity, 7395;  rule  as  to  nnifonnitjr 
laid  down  by  Act,  7296 

Mr.  Hutchison,  complaints  against 
Hawke  and  Co.,  5520;  reported  ces- 
sation  of    collection    of    Excise  and 

guarantee  of   conformity   with  Act, 
130;  presentation  of  notices  iuued 
under  Uie  Act,  6354;  names  of  manu- 
facturers who  have  furnished  security, 
681 1;  and  action  to  be  taken  against 
tiiose  who  have  not,  7026 
Mr.  Hutchison,  supply  of  promised  re- 
turn and  collection  of  Excise,  17S0, 
2347,  2688,  2790-1,  ,";69i  J  cause  of  de- 
lay in  collecting  Excise,  3268,  7296 
Mr.  Hutchison,  regulation  of  prices  of 
harvesters,  9584;  and  fair  profits  for 
manufacturer,  Mr.  Fairbaim,  €^84 
Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine,  retrospective  open- 

tiott  of  Act,  6130 
Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine,  enforcement  of  Act  in 
respect  of  arrears,  %<)oS-q,  6097;  Mr. 
Palmer,  7296 
Mr.  Johnson,  statement  by  Labour  Call 
as  to  average  wages  at  Sunshine  Har- 
vester Works*  4937 
Mr.  Mathews,  reductiiw  of  duties  {f 
Excise  held   to  be  unconstitutional. 
590Q 

Mr.  McDougall,  repeal  of  Act  by  new 
Tariff  12155 


UDB  AHD  OJVtous—tontimted. 
Agxicultutal    Implement    Makers,    ftc. — eon- 
tinned. 
Questions  by— 

Mr.  O'Malley,  intention  of  Government, 
7r7i;  Mr.  Sampson,  effect  of  rigning 
guarantee,  7206 

Mr.  O'Malley,  supply  by  manufacturers 
of  names  of  employ^  and  wagen 
paid,  6354:  representation  of  Govern- 
ment in  Excise  proceedings,  7417 

Mr.  McDougall.  dismissal  of  employ^ 
at  Sunshine  Harvester  Works,  7463; 
cash  and  credit  prices  of  harvesters, 
9767 

Mr.  Poynton,  harvesters,  reduction  in 
prices  under  Customs  Tariff  Act  1906, 
8817,  9582.3;  Mr.  J.  Cook  and  Mr. 
Fisher,  9583 ;  Mr.  Webster,  Mr. 
Thomas  Brown,  and  Mr.  J.  Cook, 
cash  and  credit  prices,  95S4 

'  Mr.  Poynton,  amending  legislation  to 
limit  credit  price  of  stripper-har- 
vesters, 9583 

Mr.  Reid,  conformity  to  new  standard 
and  redress  of  hardships,  6097 

Mr.  Reid  and  Mr.  Fairbaim,  guarantee 
bond  for  payment  of  Excise,  6220 

Mr.  Sampson,  discrimination  between 
manufacturers  throughout  States, 
6og8;  amount  of  security  demanded, 
6131 

Mr.  D.  Thomson,  standard  of  wages 
under  Excise  Tariff  Acts,  6096 

Mr.  Tudor,  omission  of  Excise  duty 
from  revised  proposals,  1748;  re- 
ported employment  of  cheap  labour 
by  Massey-Harris  Coy.«  7115 

Mr.  Tudor,  procedure  in  event  of  Court 
ordering*  higher  wa^»  to  be  paid, 
4748;  preparation  of  statutory  rules, 
49*6-7 

Mr.  Watson,  exemptions  conditional  on 
payment  of  arrears,  6098 

Bahamas. 
Senate  : 

Questions  by  Senator  St.  Ledger,  value  of 
imports  from  Queensland  into  New  South 
Wales  and  Victoria,  and  inspection  fees 
charged.  447a,  4706 

BOABD  OP  Trade. 

Saute  cf  Refretetitatives: 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Coon,  Mr.  Hirsch,  as  Victorian 
correspondent  of,  405;  Mr.  Kelly,  406 

Mr.  Crouch,  statement  by  Mr.  Lloyd 
George  as  to  appointment  of  Aus- 
tralian correspondent,  4957 

Mr.  D.  Thomson,  claim  by  Common> 
wealth  Government  to  be  consulted  re- 
garding appointment  of  correspon- 
dents, 4957 

{See  alio  Navigation  and  Sripping.] 
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TsADE  AND  CosroMS-^cntinmtd. 
Bomnns. 

Senate  : 

Cons,  amdts.  in  Bill  relstiog  to,  6353-4 
For  white  labour  in  pearling  iodnstry^  ad- 
dress, 478 

Granting  of,  addretSt  59,  294,  385,  477 

■  Questions  b]r — 

Senator  Chatawav,  preparation  of  regu- 
lations under  Act,  7653 

Senator  Dobson,  Bounties  Act,  mini- 
mum quantities  of  products  and  ex- 
pert advice,  9138 

Senator  Pearce,  application  by  Western 
Australia  to  grant  bounties,  5175,  5284 

House  of  Refrettntatives: 

Attitude  of  Opposition  comer  to  Boun> 
ties  Bill,  Age  comments,  obs.,  ia79-8o 

Conference  of  Kxperts.  distribution  of 
Report,  ebs.t  by  Mr.  Fuller,  648 

Esiimated  payments  under  Bounties  Bill, 
Budget,  1633 

Granting    of,    address,    109,    1 1 7-8,  130, 

164-5.  330 

To  encourage  iron  industry,  supply,  1045 ; 

Budget,  2382-3,  2660-74 
To    encourage    ship    building,  Budget, 

2660-74 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Bamford,  Senate's  amdts..  Bounties 

Bill.  5415  ■        ^       .  J 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  iron  bounties  and 
report  by  New  South  Wales  Govern- 
ment on  material  supplied  by  Messrs 
Sandford  and  Co.,  6229;  Mr-  Palmer, 
State  subsidies  to,  7027 
Mr.    C roach,   applications  under  Act, 

Mr.  ^fohnaoo,  t^reement  between  State 
Government  and  Mr.  Sandford  as  to 

iron  bounty,  7416-7 
Mr.  Knox,  reported  move  of  Opposition 
corner  regarding  Bill  relating  to,  881 

[See  StHSAR  INWJSTBT.] 
BSEWEBIES. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Sampson,  excise  fees, 
9480 

BlTREB. 

House  of  Refreseutativet: 
Grading  regnlationf,  334'6 
Effect  of  shifting  combine  on  butter 
freights,  adj.,  393^ 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  O'Malley,  action  of  Victorian  Butter 
Freights  Committee,  1089 
Mr.  Sinclair,  altering  system  of  grade 

marking,  4649 
Mr.  Thomas,  contemplated  iBcrease  of 

freighU,  3934-5 
Mr.  Wise,  importation  of  butter  Wtto 
Philippines,  5210;  Mr.  Maloney,  6726 
Mr.  J.  Thomson,  proposals  of  Confer- 
ence on  grading.  1413;  making  butter- 
boxes  in  bond,  6591 

[See  ExTMNAT.  Affairs,  "  PnaiPPiNEs."] 


UDX  AND  Customs — continued. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  T.  Brown,  prohibition  of 
manufactures  of,  1070a 

Coal. 

House   of  Refreseniattpei: 

Question  by  Mr.  J.  Cook,  Victorian  coa) 
mines  and  State  assistance,  7028 

[See  '<  iMDOSTBiAt.."  and  "MoMorouESr 

TRDSTS,  AMD  COMBimS."] 

CouuzKCE  Act. 
Senate : 

Appointment  of  Commonwealth  ofBcer  t» 

administer  Act,  tuffly,  6352 
Vote  to  States  for  cost  of  admioistering, 

"tffiy,  635»-3 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Clcmons,  return  Aowing  pro- 
ceedings under,  11303 

Senator  Macfarlanc,  expenses  under,  132; 
issue  of  notice  to  fruit-growers,  7701, 
7754;  and  resolutions  passed  by  Ta*- 
manian  Fruit-growers  Union,  784*^ 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Operation  of,  address.  336 

Reimbursing  States,  cost  of  administer- 
ing, Budget,  i6?3 

Vote  to  States  for  cost  of  administeting, 
tuf^y,  6290 

[See  Burm.] 

COIUIEKCIAL  AGUTTS. 

Senate : 

Circular   to   Chambers  of   Commerce  on 

appointment  of,  tuffty,  S919 
Question  by — 

Senator   Chataway,   circular  regarding 

C«nmonwealth  agents,  8554 
Commonwealth  agents  abroad,  issue  of 
einmlar,  tuffly,  8919-00 

CouuERCiAL  C0.VGKKSS.     [See  Exibuial  Af- 
FAIKS.] 


COFKXIGHT. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Croudi,  promised  legisla- 
tion r^arding  newspaper  copyright,  5130 

CoBN  AND  Potato  Sacks. 
Senate: 
Qnettioaa  by — 
Senator  Qutawav,  application  of  r^n. 

lation  to  su^ar  bags,  756^ 
Senator  Guthrie,   legislation  restricting 

site,  1567;  Senator  Clemons,  1^68 
Senator  McGrepor,  wbat  i^Wing  done 
to  regulate  size,  7565  --^ 
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Trade  and  Customs — continued. 
Corn  and  Potato  Sacks — continued. 
House  ef  Refresentaiivet: 

Herald  statemeaU  u  to  weight  of  grain 

bag*  adj..  9734 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Atiunson,  pottpoDemeot  of  procla- 
mation, 11051  ,  . 
Mr.  Bamford,  intention  of  Mmister  to 
vary  determination,  741  agreement 
with    States   and   extension    to  sugar 
bags,  1 1051 
Mr.  TiUey  Brown,  legal  sine  of  corn- 
sacks,  6237 ;  Mr.  Hutchison,  6338 
Mr.  TiUey  Brown,  deuutation  to  Pre- 
mier of  Victoria  and  letter  to  Min- 
iater,  7461 ;  Sir  T.  Quick,  repudiation 
by  deputation  01  desire  to  use  heavy 
bags,  7462,  Mr.  Sampson,  dcciwon  of 
Mr.   Bent  and  attitude  of  Minister, 
746a 

Mr.  Glynn,  proclamation,  under  what 
tection  of  Commerce  Act  issued} 
10753;  Mr.  Sinclair,  on  whose  advice 
issued,  10753 

Mr.  Gtynn,  supply  for  next  harvest, 
10610 

Mr.  Hughes,  bags  in  Queen's  Hall, 
weight  carrying  by  Premiers,  10787; 
Mr.  Palmer,  personal  remaiki  by 
Minister,  -10787 

Mr.  Livingston,  Premiers'  Conference 
resolution  and  withholding  of  procla- 
mation, 10700 

Mr.  Mathews,  size  and  weight  of  wheat 
bags  at  Rainbow  station,  9767 

Mr.  Page,  capacity  of  Java  bags,  7461 

Mr.  Palmer,  opportunity  to  disctisa 
proposed  alteration,  6355;  conference 
with  the  States  representatives,  10970 

Mr.  Poynton,  display  of  proposed  stan- 
dard grain  bag,  9S45,  and  of  a  475 
lb.  grain  bag,  Mr.  Tudor,  9S45 

Mr.  Storrer,  nature  of  instructions 
issued  by  Department,  and  Sir  J.  For- 
rest, authority  for  their  issue,  6355 

Mr.  J.  Thomson,  postpone  reduction 
of  standard  size,  7414;  Mr.  Glynn 
io6to 

Cotton,  Absorbent  : 

House  of  Representatives : 
Question  by  Mr.  Liddell,  free  admission 
of,  for  surgical  purposes,  10751 

Cotton  Ikdustkit. 
Senate : 

Cotton  ginning  machinery,  exemption 
from  duty,  address,  382-3 

Question  by  Senator  Sayers,  free  admis- 
sion ginning  machinery,  820 

[See  t^JCTEHNAL  Affairs,  "  Cotton  Pro- 
duction."] 

Customs  Adjustments.   [See  Trf.asuby,  *'  Fin- 

ASCE,  RRLATIONS  WITH  SlATtS."] 

O'sTOMS  Bonds. 

House  fif  Refresentaiivet: 

Queslinn  bv   Mr.   HflRCs.  tonnage  capa- 

citv    of    TiH    riTita!    nf  privileges  tO 

Western  Australia,  3348,  aiSSg-QO 


TRADE  AND  COSTOUB— tf«fl/llHtftf. 

COSTOUS  Crrtificatu. 

Senate : 

Motion  by  Senator  Macfarlane,  that  Ct» 
toms  Department  be  instructed  to  accept 
from  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Great 
Britain  certihcatei  of  value  of  British 
goods  at  place  of  export,  1955;  debated* 
1957 ;  withdrawn,  1965 

Question  by  Senator  Macfarlane,  certifi- 
cates of  values  by  British  Chambers  of 
Cummerce*  7927 

Customs  Conrrince. 
Senate : 

Question  by  Seoatoi  Chataway,  Custom 
conference,  Pretoria,  10931 

[.Sec  SifGAB  iNDDSTRr.] 

Customs  Decisions. 
Senate : 

Difficulties    of    centraliiation,  suffly. 


1858-9 

Customs  Entries. 

Home  ef  Represeniativea: 

Questions  by — 
Mr.  Glynn,  checking  of  entries,  4085; 
Port  Adelaide  system  unsatisfactory, 

9580 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts,  delay  in  passing  entries 
at  Melbourne,  4632 

Customs  Houses.  ■ 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
At  Broken  Hill  and  Fremantte,  suffly 
3436 

Customs  Offences. 
Senate  : 

'  Question  by  Senator  Guthrie,  reimburse 
ments,  349 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Alleged  Customs  fraud  by  Harris,  Scarfe 
and  Co.,  adj.  m.,  9093;  »■  negatived, 
909S 

Questions  by — 
Mr.  Johnson,  Auditor-General's  report 
on  Adelaide  Customs  frauds,  694 

Mr.  Hutchisoa,  fines  imposed  on  Harris 
Scarfe,  and  Co.,  10180,  10310  • 

[See  Customs  FKOsxcunoN.] 

Customs  Officers. 
Senate : 

Gratuities,  Western  Australia,  suffty, 
11630 

Promotions,  tetam  »  to,  m.,  133,  157, 

564 

Undermanning  of  department  in  Queens- 
land and  South  Au&tralia,  'ffff^i  138-9 
Want  of  mersititempchxrPfil^^Mt^j', 


ccxxxvi 


Index  to  Streets. 


Trade  and  Customs — eentinued. 
Customs  Officers — tontinued. 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Guthrie,  report  on  charges,  Port 

Adelaide  ofllceri,  1x31 
Senator  Chataway,  salaries,  higher  rates 

in  Queensland}  115S1 
House  of  Refresentaiives: 

Appoiatment  of  Mr.  Lockyer  as  Assistant 
Comptroller-General,  stiffly,  9983 

Audit  staff  and  inspectors.  South  Austra- 

Ha,  suffly,  9990-1 
Boarding  inspectors  and  assstants,  suffiy% 

9989;  examining  officers,  suffly^  91^5-6, 

9991 

IacIc  of  accommodation  for,  at  G.P.O., 

Sydney,  suffly,  8844 
Temporary  assistance,  tuffly,  11377-80 

Questions  b^— 

Mr.  T.  Brown,  Comptroller-General's 
circular.  No.  88,  10081 ;  annual  leave, 
officers  deprived  of,  10310;  sick  leave, 
11704 

Mr.  Fisher,  appointment  of  lospector. 
General,  6354  j  Mr.  Hutchison,  8817 

Mr.  Glynn,  Customs  staff,  Port  Ade- 
laide, 10703 

Mr.  Hutchison,  annual  leave,  officers  in 
landing  branch.  Port  Adelaide,  2235 ; 
overtime  in  Melbourne,  3969,  5238 

Mr.  Wilks,  undermanoing  of  Depart- 
ment, complaint  by  President  of  As- 
sociated Chambers  of  Commerce, 
11357;  Mr.  Liddell,  11258;  Mr.  J. 
Thomson,  11634 

Mr.  H.  Willis,  promotions  in  Customs 
Department,  Sydney,  4279 

CUSTOUS  PSOSECUnONS. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Law  costs  in  connexion  with,  luf^y, 
9991 -a 

Questions  by  Mr.  Hutchison,  delay  in  in- 
stituting, 23,  590 ;  proceedings  against 
Harris,  Scarf e  and  Co.,  8815;  reason 
for  case  before  High  Court  not  being 
proceeded  with,  90S9;  Mr.  Batcbelor, 
publication  of  terms  of  settlement,  90S9 

CusTOUS    T4itiFF  (AoKictn-TUBAL  Machhurt) 
ACT.  [See  ACKICULTtJSAL  JitnXMEST  Hakeis.] 

*  Drawbacks. 

House  of  Re^eteniatives : 

Interpretation  of  regulations,  suffly, 
"379 

Question  by  Mr.  Kelly,  drawback  on  re- 
exported material,  11329 

Exasi  Pbocedou  Bill. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Urgency  of  dealing  with,  suffly^  6280; 
ohs.,  7169.  7416  . 

Question  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine,  date  of 
dealing  with,  68ia 


ruDB  AND  CmxouSf— continued. 
EzasE  Tahzft  (Acucdudul  Macbinebt)  Act. 
[See  Agucultuzal  Imflsudii  Makcbs.] 

EnasE  Tauft  (Sfibits)  Act. 
Senate; 

Observance  of  fair  labour  conditions,  adj., 

4616-21 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Ftndley,  collection  of  Excise, 
5857 ;  posting  of  schedule  of  wages  in 
factories,  6189 ;  observance  of 
schedule,  7566 

Senator  Macfailane,  extent  to  whidt 
Victorian  manufacturers  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  Act,  8364 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Delay  in  obtaining  information  as  to  oV 
servance    of    fair    labour  conditioai» 

t^fiiy*  5698^.  5707 

Observance  of  fair  labour  oonditioos,  att., 
4142 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Batcbelor,  supply  of  promised  in- 
formation as  to  wages  paid  in  indus* 
tries  under  the  Act,  4647-S,  4748* 
5238,  5691 ;  steps  taken  to  apply  the 
Act,  4748,  5238;  number  of  firms  cup- 
plying  information,  ^328;  collection 
of  Excise  where  conditions  unsatisfac- 
tory and  leplics  to  notices,  7027 ;  iu- 
tentioos  of  Government,  7113,  7297; 
result  of  delays,  7298 

Mr.  Hutchison,  observance  of  fair  labour 
conditions  under  Act,  4647:  Mr. 
Glynn,  4648 

Mr.  Hutchison,  steps  taken  to  ascertain 
if  Act  is  being  observed,  4749 

Mr.  D.  Thomson,  standard  of  wages 
under,  6096 

EXPOBTS. 

Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  St  Ledger,  statistical 
tables  showing  quantity  and  value  of 
goods  exported  from  each  State  of 
origin,  1816 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Crouch,  export  entries,  Geelong  and 

Melbourne,  10756 
Mr.  Hutchison,  subsidies  on  Slate  ex- 
ports, 1181 

Fisheries. 
Senate : 

Purchase  of  trawler,  tuffly^  3931-3 

Questions  by — 
Senator  Dobaoa,  presentation  of  report 
of  Fisheries  Conference,  2844;  00a- 
structioo  and  coat  of  trawler  and  ap- 

r>intment     of      Commissianei  of 
isberies,  8230 
Senator  Needbam,  payment  of  standard 
wages    by    successful    tenderer  for 
trawler,  1928;  sUtement  by  Melbourne 
Herald  regarding,  2029,  2070 


July  3,  1907,  to  June  o,  190S. 


TsADE  AND  CosTOus — eenlinued. 

Fisheries — continued. 

House  of  Refrtsentaiives : 

ConstructioQ  of    trawler  io  Govemmeot 

dockyards,  suffly,  5793 
Purchase  of  trawler,  suffly,  3437-46 
Questions  by — 
Hr.  Atkinsonj  ooostniction  of  trawler  at 
Fitsroy  Dock,  5338;  progress  of  worli, 
iia6r 

Mr.     Kelly,     canning     factories  and 

Scottish  fishermen,  10965 
Mr.  Mathews,  payment  of  standard  wage 

on  construction  of  trawler,  i7Sr 
Mr.  Tudor,  delay  io  accepting  tender 

for  trawler,  33or ;  Mr.  VTilks,  samea 

and  prices  of  tenders,  3301 

Mr.  Willis,  successful  tenderer  and  cost 
of  constructing  trawler,  5691 

FlDIT. 

SenoAe: 

Question  by  Senator  St.  Ledger,  States  col- 
lection of  inspection  fees,  5r78 

House  of  Refreseniaiives: 
Question  by  Mr.  McCougall,  imports  of 
loathsome  dates,  11390 

iSee  alto  "  Cohherce  Act."] 

Glucose. 
Senate: 

Questi(»  by  Senator  Clemons,  rotten  pota- 
toes for  manufacture  of,  8285 

Guns. 

House  of  Repesentatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  H.  Willis,  reported  im- 
portation of  imitations  of  well-known 
brands,  11016 ;  inferior  guns  from 
Belgium,  11054 

luporrs. 
SeiuUe: 

Question  by  Senator  Chataway  at  to  im- 
ports of  vanilla,  1023 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Identity  of  classification,  suffly,  9995-6 
Remission  of  duty  on  State  imports,  test 

case,  suffly,  6291 
Question  by  Mr.  McDougall  re  importa- 
tion of  wheat,  5600,  6099;  importation 
foreign-made  goods  at  British  prefer- 
ence rates,  11056 

["WiBE  NcTTiNc/'  tee  Taewf,  General.] 

iNDOSniAL. 

Senede: 

Child  labour  in  biscuit  trade,  obs.,  yyg/o 
Mildura  dried   fruit  industry,  strike  of 

workers.  Tariff j  7550-3 
Miners  for  Broken  Hill,  adj.,  33^8 
Unemployed  in  Western  Australia,  adj., 

8697 


tADB  AND  Cvsrous—eontinued. 
Industrial — continued. 

Wages  in  Australian  States,  address,  79. 

256-9,  261,  361-8,  378-9,  395,  398 
Wages  and  conditions  of  labour  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  address,  359-60; 
in  the  United  States,  482 

Wages  Board  System,  suffly,  6329-33-8 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Croft,  waterside  workers' 
strike.  Government  intervention,  9041 

Senator  de  tArpie,  statement  showing 
latest  industrial  awards,  8103 ;  and 
rates  of  wages  in  manufacturing 
trades,  8154 

Senator  Neild,  industrial  dispute,  Mil- 
dura,  and  duty  on  dried  fruits,  7843 

Senator  £.  T.  Russell,  dismissal  of 
unionist  t»al  miners  by  Victorian  com 
panics,  7936,  8104 

Senator  St.  Ledger,  registrations,  State 
Labour  Bureaux,  wages  and  cost  of 
living,  ri303 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Obs.  as  to  advertisement  regarding  attuck 
on  starch  industry,  938-9 

Motion  by  Mr.  Coon  as  to  uniform  indus- 
trial legislation,  moved,  2567 

Motion  by  Mr.  Hughes,  differentiation 
against  unionists  by  over-sea  mail  con- 
tractors, moved,  2572 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Catts,  referendum  on  nationaliza- 
tion of  coal  mines,  5910 ;  Federal 
trade  union  legislation,  11704 
Mr.  Hutchison,  statement  by  President, 
Victorian  Chamber  of  Manufactures, 
as  to  contract  labour,  5046 

Mr.  Johnson,  U.  S.  Tariff,  effect  on  em- 
ployment, ro6o8 

Mr.  ^  McDonald,     uniform  industrial 
legislation,  amendment   of  Constitu- 
'  tion,  6096 

Mr.   O'Malley,  State  use  of  plants  oV. 

corporations  during  strikes,  6094 
Mr.  Palmer,  speech  by  Mr.  Hughes  ou 
obligation  to  obey  award  of  Arbitra- 
tion Court,  9093 

Mr.  D.  Thomson,  standard  of  wages 
under  Excise  Tariff  Acts,  6og6 

Mr.  Tudor,  piano  industry,  arrivals 
under  contract,  11261 

Mr.  Watkins,  dismissal  of  coal  miners 
for  applying  for  registration  under 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Act, 
3333 ;  extension  of  coal  miners'  strike, 
6024 

Mr.  Webster,  woollen  trade  Wages 
Board,  3623 

[See  " AcRioTLTURAL  Implement  Makers'' 
"Excise  Tariff  (Spirits)  Act,"  and 
"Sugar  Industry"!  alto  "  Immioia- 
TiCN,"  under  External  Atfaibs.] 
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Index  to  Subjectg. 


Tkadb  ANt>  Cvsrous—eantittU£d. 
Iron. 

House  of  Rep-esentatives : 

Bounties  for  iron  industry,  supfiy,  1645; 
Budget,  2382-3,  2660-74 

Crisis  at  iron  works,  Lithgow,  and  settle- 
meat  of  bounty  question,  adj.,  7414 

Questions  by — 
.  Mr.   Brown,   report   from  New  South 
Wnles  Government  as  to  quality  of 
material  supplied  by  Sandford  and 

Co.,  6239 

Mr.  Johnson,  agreement  between  Mr. 
Sandford  and  New  South  Wales  Go- 
vernment as  to  bounties,  7416-7 

Mr.  McDougall,  reported  export  of  Aus- 
tralian ore,  6407;  Japanese- Australian 
iron  and  steel  industry,  6593 

Mr.  Palmer,  State  subsidtes  to  Lith- 
gow iron  works,  7027 

Mr.  J.  Thomson,  statement  by  Mr. 
Hoskins,  and  encouragement  of  in- 
dustry, 1 1430;  immediate  passing  of 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill  or 
imposition  of  duties  under  diviiion 
vi.A  of  Tariff,  1174a;  Mr.  Can,  as- 
sistance by  bounty  or  protective  duty, 
1 1789;  Mr.  Bowden,  opportunity  to 
deal  with  Manufactures  Encourage- 
ment Bill,  1 1789;  Mr.  Chanter,  state- 
ment by  Premier  of  New  South 
Wales,  11790 

Kesosenc 
House  of  Refresentativei: 
Question  by   Mr.  Bamfozd,  flash  point, 
new  regulation,  11180 

Laboratorv. 
Senate : 

Laboratory  at  Melbourne,  sufftf,  3931 

Houje  of  Refretentatives : 

Laboratory  at  Melbourne,  sufpty.  3442-4 

Lighthouses.   [See   Navigatiom  and  Ship- 
ping.] 

MANUFACnnES    ENCOtnUGEUSNT  BiLL. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Consideration  of,  before  dealing  with 
Tariff,  obi.,  6523-3;  before  Christmas 
recess,  obs.,  7414,  7416,  74S6-7 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Bowden  and  Mr.  Watson,  date  of 
dealing  with,  5690;  Mr,  D.  Thomson 
5691  ;  Mr.  J.  Cook,  5910 
Mr.    Palmer,    socialistic    tendency  of 
clauses,  6594 

Marble. 

House  of  Representatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Kelly,  search  for  de- 
posits, 11^24 

Marine  Surveys.   {See  Eztisnal  Affairs.] 


Trade  and  Casjousr—eoHtimued. 
Maitches. 
Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  McGregor,  contracts 
for  supply  of  and  protection  of  people, 

8309 

[See  "  Matches,**  under  Tariff.] 

.  Meats. 

House  of  Representatives: 
Questions  by- 
Mr.  Livingston,  supply  of  tinned  rab- 
bits for  Imperial  Navy,  10875 
Mr.  Page,  alleged  shortage  of  canned 
meats  in  America,  995a 

MONOPOUES,  TrLSTS,  AND  COMUIHES. 
Senate  : 

Alleged   bicycle   trade  combine,  tupfly^ 

6345-7 

Alleged  combme  m  confectionery  trade, 

obs.,  3406.8 
Alleged  Coal   Combine,  oif/.,  3684-706; 

constitutionality  of   amended  anti-trast 

legislation,  obs..  4278 
Ineffectiveness    of    Australian  Industries 

Preservation  Act,  address,  483-4 
Standard  Oil  Trust,  obs.,  2787-9 
Tobacco  trust,  address,  4S3 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Clemons,  return  as  to  pro- 
ceedings under  anti-tnist  legtslatioot 
"303 

Senator  Findlev.  boot  machuery  tnistSi 
472,  828,  934 

Senator  McGregor,  diippiag  ring,  state- 
ment by  representative  of  British 
Chamber  of  Manufactures,  loSaS 

Senator  Millen,  manu  f aciurers'  agree- 
ment to  increase  price  of  starch,  2313, 
3556,  3683 

Senator  Millcn,  statements  as  to  alleged 
coal  combine,  3899 ;  proceedings  against 
coal  vend,  40^^ ;  result  of  official  in- 
quiries as  to  alleged  combines,  7566, 
7653 ;  reported  legal  pruceedmgs 
against  trusts,  S507;  under  princi[»l 
Act.  8s5S 

Senator  Millen  and  Senator  Symon, 
amended  anti-trust  legislation,  4035 

Senator  Story,  alleged  combine  increas- 
ing price  of  bicycle  sets,  5978,  6294, 
7509 

House  of  Repreieniaiivet: 
Existence  of  shipping  combine  and  its  de> 
trimcntal  effect  on  the  community,  adj., 
3936-69 

Natintalization    of    monopolies,  mddrets, 
349.  460 

Nationalization  of    implement  indnstry, 

address.  349;  expt.,  501 
Questions  by — 
Mr.   Atkinson,   British   shipping  ring, 
10784 ;   and   relation  of  Orient  Coy. 
to,  Mr.  O'Malley,  10785 
Mr.     Bamforfl,     prolertion    of  pt^Iic 
against  shipping  combine,  3585 
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TuDB  AND  Customs — toniitmed. 

Monopolies,  Trusts,  and  Combines — tPmtiimeJ, 

Questions  by — 
Ut.    J.    H.    Catts,    refeieadum  on 
nationalization  of  coal  mines,  5910; 
alleged  barristers'  combine,  looSi 

Mr.  J.  Cook,  amended  anti-trust  legis- 
lation, 3971 ;  action  under,  10534 

Mr.  Crouch,  Millers'  Association  and 
price  of  bran,  11795 

Mr.  McDougall,  Victoriaa  jam  manu- 
facturers, alleged  combine,  9956, 
ro576,  10970;  manure  combine,  7417, 
11055 ;  fruit  and  fruit  buckets,  and 
combine  in  respect  of,  11329;  Stan- 
dard Oil  Trust,  12044 

Mr.  O'Malle^,  alleged  conl  and  shin- 
ping  combtne,  3585,  3621,  3935 ;  ap- 
pointment of  Royat  CommisHon,  ,^7r  ; 
confiscation  of  property  of  monopol- 
istic combinations,  7414 ;  reported 
photograi^ic  materials  trust,  11050 

Mr.  Salmon,  tobacco  trust  ntid  riots  in 
Kentucky,  9191  ;  Mr.  O'Mallcv,  re- 
Jation  of  American  and  Australian 
tobacco  monopolies,  9193 

Mr.   H.    WiUis.    Argut    criticism  of 
amended  anti-trust  legislation,  4378 
{See  ats9  Tobacco  INnumr.l 

MOKPBIA. 

House  of  Refrexentatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Liddell,  price  increased 
by  duty  on  opium  constituents,  10750 

Navigation  and  Shipping. 
Senate : 

Bill  relating  to,  address,  155;  date  of  in- 
duction of,  obs.y  3787-9 ;  facilitiiting 
passage  next  session,  suffiy,  5^^78-9 ; 
consideration  this  session,  adj.,  6354 ; 
consideration  next  session,  ebs..  laioi 

Board  of  Trade  Memorandum  un  Navi- 
gation Bill,  adj.,  9007 

Customs  Launch,  Sydney,  ifff^y,  3931 

Navigation  Conference,  address,   10,  16, 

59>  393>  393>  473 
Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  obs.,  13101 

Submarine    bells   and    lighting,  supfly, 

1 21 46 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Dobson,  British  Attorney -Gene- 
ral's criticism  of  Navigation  Bill, 
8154-6;  exemption  of  Tasmania  from 
coastal  clauses,  8285 
Senator  Givens,  introduction  of  Naviga- 
tion Bill,  472;  Senator  Symon,  3405 
Senator  Guthrie,  report  of  Navigation 
Conference,  8;  Senator  Macfarlane, 
563.  3>45 

Senator  Guthrie,  date  of  proceeding 
with  Navigation  Bill,  7623 ;  memo- 
randum from  Board  of  Trade  regard- 
ing provisions  of,  8863-4,  8978 ; 
Senator  Dobson,  S864 

Senator  Guthrie,  compensation  for  in- 
juries to  seamen,  3462,  3559;  introdut- 
tion  of  Bill,  10918;  Senator  Symoo, 
3463 

Senator  Guthrie,  damage  to  steamer 
Afric,  and  affidavits  ttereon,  8865-6, 
8979 


TUDE  AND  Customs — eentinued. 
Navigation  and  Shipping — eontinued. 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Macfarlane,  rebntes  to  ship- 
ping companies,  11985 

Senator  Macfarliinc,  reply  to  Board  of 
Trade's  memorandum  on  N.»vig.ilion 
Bill,  9432,  10353,  10918;  Senator  Mil- 
len,  10919 

Senator  Millen  and  Senator  Guthrie, 
differential  treatment  of  shipping  >" 
Victoria,  11983;  Sen:itor  Millrn,  ijioq 

Senator  Needham,  preferential  rh:irt;es 
by  shipping  companies,  North-Western 
Australia,  649,  3798,  8039 ;  Senator 
de  Largie,  650 

Sen.-itor  Needham,  construction  Of  prav- 
ibg  dock,  Fremantle,  ;^77,  8700. 
10369 

House  of  Refresentativet: 

Beacons  and  ocean  lights,  address,  121, 

334;  obs.  as  to  intr<rauction  of  Bill  for 

transference  of,  1469-70 
Customs  Steam  Launch,  tuffly,  3436 
Navigation  conference,  address,  15,  24-^-7, 

59,  91,  103-4,  114,  170,  179,  393,  444-7, 

404.  473;  tuffly,  1873 
Orion,  s.s.,  loss  of,  adj.,  11177 
Remission  of  Bill  to  Royal  Co!nbiiBi.ion 

on,  address,  34^ 
Safety  of  Inter-State  shipping, otf^fftj,  114 
Shipping  rates  and  diHerentiation  between 

ports   on    North-West    Coast,  suffly, 

9996-7 

Warning    light,    Sydney    General  I'ost 

Office,  supfly,  2894,  3903 
Questions  by — 

Mr.    Catts,    Government  ship-building 

yards.  Saltwater  River,  10483 
Mr.  Cbanter,  increased  passenger  rales 

on  mail  steamers,  1975 
Sir  J.    Forrest,   presentation  of  report 

of  Commission,  3171;  freight  ch;iri;t.-i 

b^  mail  steamers  between  London  and 

Fremantle,  J422 
Mr.   Glynn,    improvement    of  London 

port  and  docks,  6726,  9684 
Mr,  Hup;hes,  Cairns  Harbor  Trust,  dif- 

ferential  treatment  of  oversea  ships. 

11916 

Mr.  Johnson,  distribution  of  reports  of 
conference,  404;  transfer  of  control 
of  ocean  lights,  405 

Mr.  Knox,  Board  of  Trade  objections 
to  Navigation  Bill,  9089;  Mr.  D. 
Thomson,  comparison  of  Commis- 
sion's recommendation  with  Bill, 
when  considering  objections,  9192 

Mr,  Maloney,  supply  of  shipping  infor- 
mation bv  telephone,  Q28 

Mr.  O'Malley,  erecting  lighthouse  at 
Port  Davy,  4955 ;  shelter  sheds  at, 
and  telephonic  communication  with, 
6129;  missing  steamer  Orion,  senrch 
for,  II 177 ;  rumoured  overlo  ding, 
11260 

Mr.  O'Malley,  Chinese  sailors  on  B:i(ish 
ships,  11179 

Mr.  Thomas.  New  Zealand  State  im- 
ports, preference  to  subsidized  stea- 
mers, 5803 

Mr.  Thomas,  prefq^f^^rfV4«al  line 
of  steate^iecJfiyVegycPgrState  im- 
ports, 9S8 
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IndcT  to  Subjects. 


Tbadb  and  Custous — <ontinued. 
Navigation  and  Sbippiag — ecntinued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.   D.   Thomtoo,   differential  exemp- 
tioDS   and    pilotage   rates,  Victoria, 
I 1790,  11921 
Mi.    Wilks,    warning    light,  Sydney 
Geoeral  Post  Office,  2890 
[See    "  MONOPOUES,    Trcsts  and 
C0UBIKB8,"  also  "  Mail  CoNntACT, 

EimOPEAN,"  POSTUASTBt-GKinRAI..] 

Oils. 

House  of  Refresentaiives: 
Question  by  Mr.  Hedges,  statement  in 
Colonial  conference  paper  as  to  exports 
of'olive  oil,  1716 

Opium. 
Senate  : 

Smuggling   in   Western  Australia,  ad/.^ 

9007.8 
Questions  by— - 
Senator    Croft,    inadequate    fine  for 

smuggling  at  Palmerston,  5011 
Senator  Findley,  preveotioD  of  importa- 
tion of,  745;   opium    smuggling  at 
Port  Darwin,  and  stifficicncy  of  stalF, 
4895 

Senator   Henderson,  opium  smoking  in 

Western  Australia,  9336 
Senator   Millen,    cause    of  increased 

smuggling,  8699 

House  of  RefresentaUves : 
Smuggling,  suffly,  9989-91 
Questions  by — 

Mr.   Bowdea    and    Mr.    Reid,  protest 

against  restricting  supply  of,  for  medi- 

cmal  purposes,  3234 
Mr.  Bamford,  influencing  magistrates  in 

dealing  with  smugglers,  i^t, 
Mr.  Crouch,  reward  to  Constable  Dunn 

for  discovery  of  smuggling,  10135 
Mr.  Johnson,  newspaper  allegations  of 

laxity  in  suppressing  smuggiing,  Qoqg 
Mr.  Liddell,  punishment  of  smugglers 

in  Straits  Settlements.  2565;  effect  of 

opium   duty   on   price   of  morphia, 

10750 

Mr.   Maloney,  Chinese  smugglers,  de- 
portation of,  11525 
Mr.  Poynton,  punishment  of  smugglers, 

Mr.  D.  Thomson,  regulation  of  sales, 

3970 

Mr.  Wilson,  seizure  of  treacle  as  opium, 
6675 

Patrnt  Medicines  and  Foods. 
Senate  : 

Delay  in  making  analyses  of,  sufpty,  jy^ 
Question   by    Senator  Mulcahy,  Govern- 
ment action  on  Mr.  Beale's  report,  8386 
House  of  Representatives: 

California  syrup  of  figs,  exfl.,  Mr.  Sal- 
mon, 2313 

Importation    of,    without     formula;  on 

labels,  ads.  on  adi.,  883-97 
Statement  in  Mr.  Beale's   report  as  to 

Heame's  Bronchitis  Cure,  obs.,  3899 


Tkaob  and  CvsTous—eotUinued. 

Patent  Medicines  and  Foods — continued. 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Maloney,  sale  of  impure  foods, 
9764 

Mr.  Thomas,  regulations  relating  to  im- 
portations of,  '80,  647J  introduction 
of  Bill  relating  to,  773,  879-80,  4843, 
6023,  11521;  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr. 
Glynn,  879 

Mr.  Thomas,  presentation  of  depart- 
mental papers,  1749,  5129;  intimatioc 
to  importers  that  nature  of  contentt 
must  be  shown  on  bottles  or  packages, 
4519,  4649;  action  in  England,  and 
reason  for  delay  in  introducing  Bill 
relating  to,  4936 ;  protests  in  Eng- 
land, 5497 ;  passing  of  Bill  before 
Christmas,  1907,  6355 ;  before  close 
of  session,  10309 ;  provision  in  Bill 
to  permit  formula  of  proprietary 
article  to  remain  undisclosed,  8815 

Mr.  Tudor,  alleged  combine  rontroUing 
infants'  foods  and  proprieftry,articles, 
4633 

Mr.  Wilson,  production  of  correspon. 
dence  regarding  regulations,  10S7 

[See   External  Affairs,   "  Beale, 
Mb.  O.  €..»•] 

'  Pateht  Ofhce. 
Stnate: 

Ability  of  office  to  cope  with  work,  suf- 

t^y>  6353 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Croft,  presentation  of  papers 
and  report  on  charges  against  Com- 
missioner, 16S9 

Senator  Pulsford,  access  to  files,  11301; 
procedure  in  contentious  cases,  11985 

House  of  Refresentaiives: 
Motion  by  Mr.  Fuller  for  return  of  all 
applications  received  since  establishment, 
number  of,  and  salaries  paid  to  ex- 
aminers of  patents,  lasoo 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Wilks,  alleged  irregularities  in, 
SOI 

Mr.  Hutchison,  alleged  delays,  SSa 

Patents. 
Senate : 
Questioiu  by — 
Senator  McGregor,  amendment  of  Pa* 
tents  Act,  to  deal  with  harsh  restric* 
tions,  9139 

Senator  de  Largie,  goods  patented  in 
^  Great  Britain  to  be  made  there,  9139 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Mathews,^troductioa  of 
Bill  on  lines  of  ,*e%^ft^(^4tW  i 
Mr.  Malooey,  11157  ^ 
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Traok  and  Oistous—eetttinued. 
Peail  Shilling, 
StHote : 

Bounty  for  white  labour,  addresSt  478 
House  ef  Refresentativet: 

Bounty  for  white  Ubour,  address,  165 
Question,  by   Mr.   JohasoQ,   Japanese  at 
Thursday  Island,  958a 

Pbefeuntul  BLatss.  [See  Navigation  and 
SBipnNC;  also  "Railway  Rates,  Dif- 
nuNTUL,"  Hoin  Affaiks,  and  "SniGA. 
PORE,"  Extehnai.  Affairs.] 

Printing  Paper. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 
Cost  of  telephone  message  by  Treasurer* 

exfl.,  11177-9;  tuffly,  11375-6 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Kelly,  duty  on  super-calandered 
paper  and  Ministerial  decision,  10878, 
11019,  11055;  notification  of  decision 
to  Treasurer  and  Bulletin^  "095;  telc- 

Ebone  message  by  Treasurer,  11 179 ; 
[r.  Johnson,  11179 

QOARANTINI. 

Senate : 

Questions  by — 
Senator    Dobsoa,    uniformity    of  ad- 
ministration, 5367 

Senator  Lynch,  orohibition  on  stock  from 
Western  Australia,  8482,  8508 

Senator  Ncild,  objections  to  Bill  by 
New  South  Wales,  829,  934 

Senator  St.  Ledger,  cost  of  Suie  Quar- 
antine and  Boards  of  Health,  1816, 
3405,  A»4iy  50" 
House  of  Refresentaiives: 

Consideration   of   Seoate'i  amdts.,  obs.t 

7416,  7461 

Federal  system  oi,  address,  174 
Provision  for.  Federal  ^ttem.  Budget, 
1633 

Quarantine  boildingt,  taiuisition  of,  suf- 

fty>  9984 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  LIddell,  objectiont  by  States  to  Bill, 
141a 

Mr.  Mahoo,  stock  quarantine  and  boy- 
cotting of  Western  Australian  stock, 

Mr.  Willis,  quarantine  building,  acquisi- 
tion and  valuation  of,  11918 

Fabut  Destruction. 

House  of  RefresetUatives: 
Dr.  Danyn's  experimenti,  ooit  of,  suffiy, 
I 1376-7 

Dr.  Tidnrell's  report,  preaentation  of, 
and  ais.  en  m.  that  it  be  printed,  6520-1 

Rabbit  extermination,  need  for,  suffty, 
1 1380 


Trade  and  Custous — continued. 
Rabbit  Destruction — eontiuued. 
Questions  by- 
Mr.  Bowden,  experiments  on  mainland, 
1008 1 

Mr.  T.  Brown,  report  on  Dr.  Danysz's 
experiments,  .<;52o,  6356 ;  distribution 
of  information,  6674;  experiments  on 
mainland,  7300 

Mr.  Chanter,  reported  introduction  of 
disease,  39(59,  '4519,  5328,  5417.  6406, 
6674 

Mr.  Glynn,  final  report  of  South  Aus- 
tralian Commissioners,  503 

Mr.  Hutchison,  publication  of  report  of 
South  Australian  Commissioners,  6674 

Mr.  Liddell,  supply  of  Dr.  Tidswell'a 
report  to  press,  6505 

Mr.  Malone^,  use  of  Danysz  virus,  407 

Rat  DRSisucnoN. 

House  of  Xefretentativet: 

Question  by  Mr.  Maloney,  virus  used  in 
New  Hebrides,  6675 

Rbtenub;  Customs  and  Excise. 

Senate: 

Questions  by — 
'  Senator    Pcarce,    receipts    for  June, 
>903-4-S-6-7i    and    deductions  from 
same,  11986 

Senator  Pulsford,  deductions  from,  for 
administering  Department  and  pay- 
ments to  States,  12101 

Senator  St.  Ledger,  collections  since 
1901  and  collection  in  each  State  in 
1907-8.  1 1 581 

Senator  Pulsford,  from  spirits,  tobacco, 
cigars,  and  cigarettes,  10370;  Cus- 
toms revenue  from  ships'  stores,  1025 1 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Collections  in  each  State  and  salaries  paid 
to  officers  employed,  m.,  by  Mr.  John- 
son for  return.  11709 

^ACKS.   [See  Corn  and  Potato  Sacks.] 

Secret  Drl-os.   [See  "  Patent  Medicines."] 

Stock. 
Senate  .- 

Question  by  Senator  Lynch,  regulations 
governing  transfer  Oi  from  Western 
Australia,  8508 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Export  of  from  Northern  Territory,  suf- 

fiy.  9995 

Question  by  Mr.  Frorer,  horses  from 
Western  Australia,  exclusion  from 
eastern  States,  11916 
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Trade  and  Cvsrou*-^»ntimued. 
Sugar  iNDosntr. 

Senate  ; 

Bounty,  abolition  of,  suffly^  10284 
Surtax    on    Australian    sugar    in  South 

Africa,  smffly,  io394.*9g 
Effect  of  bounty,  addrets,  381,  483 
Sweating  Customs  officers  io  sugar  dis- 
tricts, tuffly,  139 
White  labour  on  cane-fields»  361-75, 
367 

Questions  by— 

Senator  Chataway,  delay  in  pajring 
bounty,  2178,  2614,  3364 ;  receipts 
from  Excise  and  payments  of  rebates 
on  botmty,  4796;  scarcity  and  cha- 
racter of  labour,  5367;  Senator 
de  Largie,  revision  of  statements  re- 
garding same,  5370 

Senator  Chataway,  payment  of  standard 
wages,  6190;  regulation  as  to  size  of 
sugar  bags,  7565 ;  deduction  of  pay 
for  wet  weather,  loqio ;  request  for 
reduced  wages,  1147a 

Senator  Chataway,  surtax  on  sugar,  by 
Natal,  10353;  of  cablegram  to 

Natal  Government,  10309;  surtax  by 
Cape  Colony  on  Australian  white- 
grown  sugar,  9138,  9357;  Conference 
at  Pretoria,  10921 ;  Senator  MilleO} 
reason  for  same,  9138 

Senator  de  Lar§ie,  vilification  of  white 
labour,  5367-8 ;  complaints  against 
white  cane-cutters  and  Colonial  Sugar 
Refining  Company,  5S60 

Senator  Findley,  production  of  paper 
pulp  from  megass,  9631;  application 
of  new  protection  to  sugar  industry, 
11382 

Senator  Givens,  will  Senator  St.  Led- 
ger 6ght  for  higher  wages,  11382;  re- 
quest to  lower  standard,  11471 

Senator  Lynch,  opinion  of  Captain 
DouglaH  on  immigrant  labour  for, 
l68q,  1816 

Senator  McGregor,  reported  lawlessness 

of  labour,  5467 
Senator    Pearcc,    rejection    of  Wages 

Board  system  and  abolition  of  duties, 

S190 

Senator  Turley,  reported  statements ,  at 
Women's  National  League  Conference 
regarding  labour  on  cane-fields,  5175, 
Senator  Macfarlane,  5176 

House  of  Refresentathes : 

Bounty  paid  and  sugar  produced.  Budget, 
i6a8 

Botmty,  payment  of,  suffly,  9986-7 
Bounty,    Government   intentions,  iuffty, 
8841 

Cost  of  duty  to  consumers,  Budget,  3353-3, 

»982-3.  3»>3 
Desire  for  coloured  labour  and  "bUck- 

birdiDg,"  Budgetj  3187-8-91-2 
Effect  01  bounty,  address,  330;  Budget, 

»457 

Effect  of  bounty  on  Federal  expenditure, 
tuffly,  1779,  3308-10;  Budget,  3130, 
2349-51-71,  2509,  3213-4-39 

Effect  of  bounty  on  States  revenue,  Bud' 
gtt.  2J,ffJ 


Trade  and  QnvKM^eontinued. 
Sugar  Industry — eoniinued. 

Estimated    yield    and    bounty  payable,. 

Budget,  3024 
Excise,  cost  of  collecting,  suffly,  9988-9- 
Hands  employed.  Budget,  29S3 
Increased  consumption  of  sugar,  Budgttr 
1638 

Price  of  Australian  sugar  in  South  Africft» 

Budget,  3397,  3982 
Protective  duty  to  assist,  addreii,  330 
Repeal  of   Sugar   Bounty  Act,  Budget, 

2353.  3983,  3020 
Revenue  from  sugar  duties.  Budget,  1628^ 

2607 

Sugar   cane    left   standing    for   want  of 

labour.  Budget,  3021 
Sugar,  imports  of,  Budget,  1629 
Sugar    Bounty    Bill    and    State  rights. 

Budget,  3011,  3036-7;  suf^y.  3436-9 
Wa^es  ordinance,  address,  129 
White    labour,    cane-fieldi,   address,  163, 

236-7.  338;  Budget,  3010,  3182;  suffly, 

3425-6 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Archer,  wages  of  casual  labouxen. 
Ministerial  decision,  10878 

Mr.  Bamford,  legal  size  of  sugar  bags^ 
6228,  I 105 I 

Mr.  Edwards,  delay  in  paying  bounty, 
,  3399 

Mr.  Mahon,  sugar  rebates,  5240, 
and    drawback   on   Excise  sugar  ex- 
ported,    10463,    10525,    1057s,  10701,. 
10789 ;    request    for   reduced  wages, 
113*5 

Mr.   Tudor,   repeal   of   Sugar  Kxcise 
,    Act,  3173 

[See  "  lUUIGKATION,"  EXTIRNAL  AFFAIRS.] 

Tariff  (Cdstohs  TARirr  Bill)— Schedule : 
Senate  : 

Acetic  acid  or  essence  of  vinegar,  9237 
Adding  and   computmg    machines,  S625; 

eons,  mes.,  10937 
Adze,  axe,  bcntwood  handles,  9639 
Agricultural,  horticultural  and  vitirultural 

machinery,  8574,  8587 
Ale,  y6ii3 

Alummium,  bronze,  ftc,  9173;  eons,  mts., 
10940 

Ammonia,  9239  {f.o.,  9247-53);  cams,  mes,, 
»"3> 

Ammonia  condenser  coils,  9169 

Ammunition,  8555 

Animal  foods,  n.e.i.,  7930 

Animals,  76^3 

Anodes  and  hooks,  9173 

Antimony  and  lead  compounds,  9171 

Any  dutiable  machinery  or  machine  tool 

not  made  in  Commonwealtb,  8720 
Apparel  and  attire,  woollen  or  silk,  8117, 

8194 

Apparel  and  attire,  n.e.i.,  8211 

Arms,  8556;  cons,  mes.,  10934 
Arrowroot,  7949 
Articles,  n.e.i.,  8216 
Artificial  plants,  flowers,  8349 
Bags  and  sacks,  8217,  8218  . 
Bananas,  7835.i,5^eyLiOOQle 
Baskets,  9899  O 


Jtdy  a,  iflW,  to  Jtme  5,  1908. 
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Tariff  (Cuitoms  Tariff  Bill).  Schedule-nf«i. 
Hnued. 

Basketware,  tt.e.i.,  9571 
Bayoneti  and  swords,  8349         ,  , 
Bent  poles,  rough,  9643  j  drewed,  9543 
Bicycles,  tricycles,  &c.,  9815;  cant,  mes.^ 

BiscuiU,  7060 

BlockiDg.  dtesMs,  ptfites,  8305 

Blacks  and  litharge,  8473 

Blankets,  8232;  cons.  109*4 

Blankets,  rubber  or  wool,  9946 

Blue,  laundry,  7685;  cons.  m€s.,  10844 

Boats,   launches,   yachts,  99<"' 

Boots,  rubber,  9665  , 

Boots,  shoes,  and  footwear,  n.e.i.,  g»i 

Bottles,  n.e.i.,  8496 

BolUe  stoppers,  8406 

Brass,  9173  ,    o  <: 

Brasswork  and  gunmetal  work,  8704 

Drooling  and  metal  powders,  8374 

Broom,  corn,  millet,  and  rice  straw,  7697 

Brushes,  99^3  ^        ,  _ 

BuckeU  and  tubs,  wooden,  9048 

Buggy  diafta,  964'   ,  „ 

Butter  and  cheese,  7698 

Cameras,  magic  or  optical  lanterns,  9930 

Candles,  tapers,  &c,  7704 

Carbide  of  calcium,  9256 

Carbonic  acid  gas,  9253 

Carpets,  aoorclothx,  ate,  8360;  eons,  mes., 

10925.  1159a  _ 
Casks,  barrels,  vats,  n.e.i.,  9o44 
Ceramic  transfers  for  pottery,  9800 
CbafTcutters,  and  horse  gears,  8579 
Chemical  compounds,  9293 
Children's  tricycles,  9821 
Churns,  incubators,  8581 
Coffee  and  chicory,  7761 
Coir  mats  and  matting,  8275 
Combined  cornsheller,  Ac.  8581 
Combs,  toilet,  9653 

Confectionery,    cocoa,    chocolate,  7720, 

cons,  mes.,  10855 
Copper,  9173 
Corks,  9926 

Cosies  and  cushions,  8277,  8a8o 

Cotton,  asbestos  and  other  packings,  9939 

Cresylic  acid,  9273 

Crust  or  rough  tanned  goat,  «c.,  skms, 
9678 

Curled  hair  and  fibre,  989Q 

Curtains  and    blinds,  n.e.i.,  8287;  cons. 

mes.,  10926,  iisSq 
Cutlery,  manicure  sets,  8598;  eons.  ««.» 

10036 

Cvcle  parts,  9824;    n.e.i.,  9825 

Doors  of  wood,  9619 

Drugs  and  chemicals,  9270 

Earth  and  rockcutting,  ore  dressing,  and 

smelting  machinery,  8782 
Electrical  and  gas  appliances,  8888.  q043i 

cons,   mes.,   io<547-5o,   1 1 506,   1 1688 
ElectricAl     machines,     appliances,  parts, 

8707.  8869;  cons,  mes.,  10042.7.  risS9-90 
Electrotypes  and  stereotypes,  qi68 
EoRines,  pulley   blocks,    turbo  blowers, 

866^;  eons,  mes.,  10938-40,  11596 
Explosives,  0926 
Fancy  goods,  cfi^o 
Feathers,  dressed.  8217 
Filters,  n.e.i.,  9899 


Tbadb  and  Customs — continued. 
Tariff  {Customs  Tariff  Bill),  Schedule— 
tinued. 

Fire  and  glazed  bricks,  8479;  eons,  me*.. 

Fire  brigade  appliaocea,  n.e.i.,  9940 
Fire  extinguishers,  hand,  8773 
Fish,  7783,  7797;.  ««.  mes.,  10856 
Fishing  and  rabbit  nets,  9917 
Fringes  of  textile  materials,  8334 
Fruits  and  vegetables,  7808,  9948 
Fruits,  citrus,  7829 

FumigatoTs,   atomisers,   &c.,  9924 ;  eens. 
mes.,  1 1316 

Furniture,  qijss;  eons,  mes.,  ti34i-3 

Furs  and  other  skins,  8289 

Ginger,  green,  7831 

Glass,  8483,  8494;  cons,  met.,  11235 

Glassware,  n.e.t.,  8488 
Globes,  geographical,  &c.,  9813 
Gloves,  8293;  cans,  mes.,  10927,  11591 
Glue,  8502,  8508;  cons,  mes.,  11235-6 
Goods  sent  out  for  repairs,  9944 
Goods  brought  back  to  Australia,  9946 
Grain  and  pulse,  not  prepared,  7888 
Grain  and   pulse,  prepared,  7893,  7895, 
7906 

Graphite  or  plumbago,  8368 
Hats,  caps,  bonnets,  8297,  8309 
Hay  and  chaff,  7922,   7928;  cons,  mes., 
10856 

Hogsheads,  sccond>band,  9646 
Honey,  jams,  jellies,  7945 
Hops,  7947 
Horsehair  cloth,  8333 
Infants*  food,  8063 

Insecticides,    sbecpwashes,  dinnfecU^ts, 

9280;  cons,  mes.,  riasS,  11599 
Iron  and.  steel,  9188  . 
Iron  and  steel  tubes,  or  pipes,  9086 
Iron  pipes,  cast  and  wrought,  n.e.i.,  9073 
Iron,  plate  and  sheet,  8560 
Isinglass,  8064 

Jewellery,  unfinished,  9654;  rolled  gold, 
9655;  machioe  made  chain,  9655;  n.e.i., 
9&S5 

Kinematographs,  Jkc,  9657 

Kindergarten  materials,  9806 

Lamps  and  lampware,  8568 

Lantern  slides,  9930;  cons,  mes.,  11316 

Lard  and  lard  oil,  7720 

Leather  and   belting,  9674;   eoiu.  mes., 

11309-10 
Licht-pausrohpapier,  9814 
Linseed,  7949 
Linseed  meal,  7949 
Liquid  removers,  847J 
Liriuorice,  7755;  cons,  mes.,  10855 
Locks,   knobs,   keys,  9»73: 

10958 

Locomotives,  road  rollers,  8661 
Lounges  and  settees,  9383 
Macaroni  and  vermicelli,  795S 
Machinery  and  parts,  8697 
Machinery,     machines,     machine  tobls, 

n.e.i.,  8701 
Machinery  or  machine  tools  not  made  in 

Commonwealth,  8720 
Machines   and    machinery,   n.e.i.,  8665* 

Machine  tooIs,,^gpGoOQle 
Malt,  7956  O 
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Trade  and  C\:sTOUS,—£cntiHued. 

Tariff  (Customi  Tariff  Bill),  Schedule— tm- 
iinued. 

Malt  extract,  7956 
Mangles,  washing  machines,  8573 
Maoufacturea  of  paper,  n.e.i.,  9801 
Manufactures    of     metal,    n.e.i.,  8724; 

eons,  mes.,  10940 
Manures,  9003 

Matches  and  vestas,  7960,  7977,  eons,  mes., 
10867 

Meats,  poultry,  game,  801 1 
Medicines,  9393 

Metals  and  machinery.  Division  VIA., 
9i»7 

Military  bind  and  orchestral  ioitrumenU, 
9899 

Milk,  inclodmg  cream,  8019 

Mining  machinery,  coal-cutting  tod  rock- 
boring  machioei,  ccns.  mes.t  i094>i 
11596 

Mixed  metalware,  plated  ware,  87^3 
Motive-power  machinery,   except  electric, 

86a6  8644-53),  865a;  eons,  mtt., 

10938 

Motor  cycles,  tricycles,  &c.,  9822 
Musical  instruments,  9833 
Mustard  seed,  8029 
Mustard,  8030,  eons,  met.t  X0868 
Nails,  85^ 

Naphthalme,  n.e.i.,  9275 
t?uts,  edible,  8032 
Oars  and  sculls,  9902 
Oilmen's  stores,  8040;  eons,  mes.,  10870 
Oils,  8386,  8424;  eons,  mes.,  11233-7-30, 
11598 

Onions  in  natural  state,  7883 

Outside  packages,  n.e.i.,  9948 

Paint  boxes,  9654 

Paints  ^d  coloun,  8449  - 

Paper,   9679,   9743,    9797 ;    eons,  mes., 

ii3"-»4 
Paper  patterns,  9S06 
Parasols,  stmshades,  umbrellas,  8325 
Passengers'  personal  effects,  &c-,  9941 
Feel,  preserved  in  liquid,  7833 
Pens,  n.e.i.,  inkstands,  academy  boards, 

9810;  cons,  mes.,  11315 
Perambulators,  go^arts,  9822 
Perambulator  or  go-cart  body  and  under- 

gear,  9824 
Perfumery,  9295 

Photograph  frames  and  stands,  9641 
Pianos,  9834,  9893 

Pickles,  sauces,  &c.,   8065 ;   eons,  mes,, 
1087 1 

Piece    goods,    8119,    8157;    eons,  met., 

10923-4,  11594 
Pins,  9178 

Plates,  sheets,  pipes,  tubes,  9r7o 
Platinum,  9178 

Potatoes,  in  natural  state,  7888 
Printing  ink,  9803 

Printing  roller  composition,  85t9;  cons. 

mes.,  H236 
Rails,  fishplates,  &c.,  9063;  eons,  mes.t 

10951 
Rennet,  8065 

Rice,  8067,  8080;  eons,  mes.,  10871 
Rice  root,  7698 

Roasting  dishes,  8482;  eoms.  mts..  11335, 

"599 


Trade  and  CoSLOUA-^ontinued. 

Tariff  (Customs  Tariff  Bill),  Schedule— ^»«. 
tinued. 

Roofing  and  other  tiles,  8478;  eons,  met.^ 
11234 

Rubber  and  other  hose,  9665 
Rubber  manufactures,  n.e.i.,  9670 
Sago  and  tapioca,  7658 
Salt,  8088 

Sausage  casinA,  8018 
Saws,  n.e.i.,  8763 

Schedule  B,  9950;  cons,  mes.,  11320 
Scientific  apparatus  (glass),  8495 
Scientific  instruments  for  public  institu- 
tions, 9943 

Scientific  instruments  or  apparatus,  9947 
Screws,  with  nuts,  &c,  8777;  c^ns.  mts.^ 

10941,  11589 
Seed  cotton,  8095 
Sewing  silks  and  twists,  9923 
Shaft  bars,  9643  • 
Shafts  in  the  rough,  n.e.i.,  9642 
Sheet  lead  and  piping,  8571;  cons,  met.. 

Slate  sl^,  8527-8 

Slipper  forms,  9663}  eons,  mes.,  11309 
Soap,  8oq; 

Socks  and  stockings,  8334 

Solid  spirit  heaters,  7713 

Sparklets,  8100 

Spectacles  and  frames,  9658 

Spectacle  cases,  9657 

Spices,  8098;  eons,  met.,  10873 

Standards,  steel  fencing,  9178;  cons.  met.,. 

»o9S9»  "598 
Starch  dours,  8100 
Stationery,  manufactured.  9801 
Stearine,  paraffine,  ftc,  7713;  eons,  met., 

10845 

Steel,  and    steel    rimmed  wheels,  9183; 

cons,  mes.,  10960 
Stone    and    marble,    8532 ;    com.  mts., 

11237,  "589 
Straw,  7944 

Stripper  harvesters,  8583 
Surgical    appliances,    9939;    eons.  mes.. 
11320 

Surgical,  dental,  veterinary  instruments, 

994')  eons,  mes.,  11320 
Talking  machines,  9O57 
Tallow  and  greases,  8376 
Tanks,  8612,  8617 

Tartaric  acid,  9293;  cons,  met.,  11341 
Tea,  8102,  8105 ;  cons,  mes.,  10931 
Tents,  sails,  flags,  8346 
Timber,   9387,   9422,   9537;  cons,  met., 

11042.53.4.5.7,  ,,304,  11599.600,  ti688 
lool  handles,  unattached,  9634 
Tobacco,  manufactured,  n.e.i.,  7631 
Tobacco,    unmanufactured,    7645,  7649; 

cons,  mes.,  10841-43 
Trimmings  for  bonnets,  &c.,  8348 
Type,  printers',  8764 
Unrefined  glycerine,  9297 
Vegetables,  dried,  7873 
Vegetables,  n.e.i.,  7872 
Vehicles,  9825;  cons,  mes.,  11315 
Voltoids  of  sal.ammoniac,  9275 
Waddings,  cotton  wool,  8326 
Watch  and  clock  springs,  barometers,  Ac., 

9^5^>  eans.  mes.,  11309  ■ 
Watches,  clocks,  n.e.i.,  9656  HC 
Waxes,  mixed  or  compound,  773^ 


JtUy  3, 1907,  to  June  6,  1908. 
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TsADE  AND  Customs — coniinued. 

Tariff  (Customs  Tariff  Bill),  Schedule— ««- 
tinued. 
Weighing  machines,  8619 
Wicker,  bamboo,  and  cane,  9564 
Wiga,  hair  nets,  8353 
Wine,  sparkling,  7624 
Wire,  n.e.i.,  9187;  ccns.  met.,  ""i 
Wire  netting,  9139 

Wood,  articlei  made  of,  n.e.i.,  9572 
Works  of  art  for  public  institutions,  9936 ; 

coHs.  met.,  "3'7.  11607 
Yarns,  9919 

Tariff  (Wats  and  Means  Resolutions). 

Hffust  of  Refresentatives : 

Formal    amdts.    in  Tariff :  authority  to 

Chairman,  obs.,  7440 
Motion  by  Mr.  Frarer,  to  give  precedence 
to  items  relating  to  tea,  mining  engines 
and   machinery,    electrical  machinery, 
oils  (kerosene),  chairs,  and  magasines, 
moTed,  4624;  negatived,  4638;  h%  Mr. 
H.  Willis,  to  give  precedence  to  item  re- 
lating to  oils  (kerosene),  moved  and 
negatived,  4628 
Motion  by  Sir  W.  Lyne,  that  duties  of 
Customs  and  duties  of  Excise  be  im- 
posed according  to  Tariff  submitted,  to 
come  into  operation  from  8  Aug.,  1907, 
1648;  debated,  1678,  2124,  2262,  2314, 
2348,  2451,  2579,  2655,  2691,  2807,  2905, 
ag^Si  2999.  3«>S«  3>75.  S^og.  3974,  4«>7. 
4200,  4281,  4311,  44»3»  45'9>  4023.  4050. 
4749,  4870,  4928,  4959,  5046,  5131.  iaio, 
5240,  5329.  5417.  5497.  5001.  57".  5804. 
5914,  6033,  6099,  6534.  6596.  6678.  0730* 
6814,  6835;  6896,  6968,  7038,  7118,  7171, 
7251,  7301,  7418 
Motion  by  Mr.  Willis,  to  give  preced- 
ence to  item  187,  Wire  Netting,  moved 
and  debated,  4120;  withdrawn,  4130 
Motion  by  Sir  William  Lyoe,  that  certain 
items  be  postponed  to  give  precedence  to 
item  187,  Wire  Netting,  moved  and  de- 
bated, 4327;  amendment  by  Mr.  Hughes, 
"  except  items  105,  106,  148,  177,  and 
1781"  4331 ;  amendment  of  the  amend- 
ment by  Hr.  Wilks,  '*  add  the  following 
figures,  '34,  42,  54A,  94,  107,  124 ',1 
4334 ;     amendments    negatived,  and 
^       original  motion  agreed  to,  4361 

Motion  by  Sir  William  Lyne,  that  reso- 
lution on  item  114  (Bags)  be  reported, 
moved  and  debated,  57301  agreed  to, 
and  item  recom.,  5736 
Motion  by  Sir  W.  Lyne  to  postpone  remain- 
ing items  until  consideration  of  schedule 
"  Rebate  for  Home  Consumption," 
67531  to  postpone  Division  VIb.  (Metals 
and  Machinery),  6S42 ;  to  postpone  items 
399  to  302,  moved  and  debated,  6999; 
withdrawn,  7001J  to  postpone  item  435, 
moved  and  debated,  7405;  agreed  to, 
7406 

Motion  that  report  be  taken  into  conside- 
ration forthwith,  moved  and  debated, 
7449;  «greed  to  and  ad.  ref.,  7456 


Tkadb  and  CmtOuS—coiOinued. 

Tariff   (Ways  and   Means  Resolutions)— rm- 
tinued. 

Recommittal  of  items,  353C  and  355, 
moved,  7450;  items  170  and  114,  7451; 
84,  7453 ;  statement  bv  Treasurer  as  to 
iateotion  regarding  recommittals  and 
motions  negatived,  7455 

Bequests  by  Senate,  m.  by  Sir  William 
Lyne,  that  date  of  any  omdt.  be  the 
date  of  its  being  made  by  Committee, 
moved,  debated,  and  agreed  to,  10503 

Requests,  m.  by  Sir  William  Lyne  that 
Chairmao  report  to  House  all  requests 
dealt  with  to  date  and  amdt.  that  re- 
quest in  regard  to  Item  15,  Hay  and 
Chaff,  be  retem.,  moved,  1(^15;  amdt. 
negatived,  m.  agreed  to,  and  sf.  that 
progress  report  be  adopted  and  message 
sent  to  Senate  moved  and  debated, 
10816;  agreed  to,  roSi/. 

Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  adopted,  7449 

Schedule  as  amended  agreed  to,  7449 

Tasdf^-Custous  Schkdulx: 

Houtt  9f  Refeientatives: 
Academy  boards,  7366 
Acetic  acid,  extract  of  vinegar,  6968 
Adding  and  computing  scaled,  6632 
Adze  and  bent  wood  handles,  7124 
A{riciiltuial,    horticultural,    and  viticul- 

tural  machinery,  6053,  6549,  6575,  eons. 

reg.,  10660,  10663 
Ale,  porter,  and  other  beer,  3294,  3974. 

4087,  4135 
Ammonia,  eons,  re^.,  iiooi 
Ammonia  condenser  coils,  6113 
Ammunition,  6033 

Amylic  alcohol  and  fuset  oil,  4137 
Animals,  living,  4768 
Antimony,  6830 

Anv  dutiable  machine  or  machine  tool, 

^113 

Apparel    and    attire,    of   any  material, 

n.e.i.,  5628;  eons,  req.,  10564 
Apparel  and  attire  (woollen  or  ulk),  5601 ; 

eons,  req.,  10562 
Arms,  6033 ;  cons,  req.,  10656 
Arrowroot,  5445 
Articles  n.e.i.,  5631 

Articles  for  State  Governors,  7404,  7418 
Articles    for    Governor-General,  7403 

7418 

Articles     imported    by  Commonwealth- 

7400,  7422 
Articles,  n.e.i.,  of  celluloid,  &c.,  7399 
Articles,  n.e.i..  for  advertising,  7359 
Asbestos  pipe  and  boiler  covering,  7399 
Asphalt,  mastic,  6909 
Bacteriological  products,  6993 
Bags,  baskets,  boxes,  7359 
Bags  and  sacks,  5641,  $643;  <0ns.  req. 

Bananas.  5336 
Barbed  wire,  6829 
Basketware,  7109 

Bayonets,  badges,  braids,  lace,  5938 
Bent  poles,  7131  ;  cons,  req.,  11057 
Bicycles  and  tricycles^.  7370;  cons.  ref. 

>"74       I)  c  tized  b/dOOQle 
BiscoiU,  4774  O 
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UtADB  AND  CasTOUS—ecntiiwed. 
Tariff— Cu«tomi  Schedule— eentinued. 

Blacking  and  poliibei>  6845 

Blankets  for  printing  machinei,  7407 

Blankets,  5712;  effns.  req.,  10576,  11534 

Blue,  4780;  eons.  req..  10501 

Boats,  lauQcbes,  yachts,  7359 

BolU,  carriage,  6113,  6831 

Bolts,  nuts,  rivets,  washers,  6S29 

Books,  n.e.L,  '7269 

Boots,  rubber,  ecHt.  req.,  11068 

Boots,  shoes,  slippers,  7154 

Bottles,  o.e.i.,  6936,  6948 

Bottle  stoppers,  6935 

Brasswork  and  gun  metal,  6ita 

Brushmakers*  woodware,  7118 

Bronzing  and  metal  powders,  6860 

Buckets  and  Tubs,  wooden,  7138 

Buggy  shafts,  not  dressed,  71*7 

Buggy  shafts,  dressed,  7131 

Bullion  and  coin,  71.^ 

Cameras,  magic  lanterns,  7393.  7395 

Candles,  4870,  4928,  495')<  50461  5131 

Canvas  and  Duck,  59;^ 

Carbide  of  calcium.  6971 

Carbon  bisulphide,  7^ 

Carbonate  of  ammonia,  6969 

Carpets,  5737;  eens.  req.,  10576,  II459 

Casks,  baiTcls,  vats,  7131 

Catalogues,  show  cards,  pictures,  7174 

ChafTcultcrs  and  horse  gears,  6564 

Chain,  n.e.i.,  6113 

Chairs,  7021 

Chemical  compounds,  eons,  req.,  ttoio 
Children's  cycles,  7281 
China,  partan,  porcelain,  6S97 
Chums,  6567 
Cigarettes,  4304 
Cigars,  ^jp^, 

Clay  smoking  pipes,  7396 
Coffee  and  cbioorv,  5260 
Coir  mats  and  matting,  5739 
Combined  comsheller,  &c.,  6566 
Combs,  and  shaving  seU,  714a 
Confectionery,  cocoa,  chocolate,  5iS9»5'i<** 

5240;  eons,  req.,  10514 
Copying  apparatus,  7378 
Cork  mats,  bungs,  floats,  7379 
Corks,  73791  com.  req.,  11175 
Cosies  and  cushions,  5739 
Cotton,  asbestos,  other  packings,  7399 
Cresylic  acid,  tar  oil,  ftc,  6976 
Crude  naphthaline,  6977 
Crust  or  rough  tanned  goat  skins,  716S 
Curled  hair  and  fibre,  7353  • 
Curtains    and   blinds,   n.e.i.,    e9n$.  rig., 

'0577.  "438 
Cutlery,  6056;  eons,  req.,  10672,  I1443 
Cyanide  of  potasuum,  6978 
Cycle  parts,  7283 
Cycle  parts,  n.e.i,,  7284 
Cycle  tubing  and  fork  rides,  7282 
Cylinders,  6113 
Diving  dresses,  s6l9 
Dolls,  undressed,  7142 
Droppers,  patent  steel,  61 14,  6831 
Drugs  and  chemicals,  6971 
Dry  gums,  shellac,  fte.,  6957 
Earthenware,  brownware,  690a 
K(>g  contents,  5265 
Erss,  «;>6s 

Electrical  and  gas  appliances,  6S08;  eons, 
req.,  10713-8,  11545 


lADB  AND  COSTOMS — COHttnmed. 

Tariff — Customs  Schedule — eontinmtd. 

Electrical   machinery,  6860;   cent,  rgf., 

10734-8.42-3,  ii444-«-52-S9 
Electrical  materials,  6810 
Engines,  &c.,  6703 
Explosives,  7381 
Essential  oils  and  fat,  6999 
Eyelets  and  eyelet  studs,  6114 
Fancy  goods,    7140;    eons,  req.t  10579) 
1 1057 

Feathers,  undreued,  5634;  dressed,  5638 
Filters,  7359 
Fire  extinguishers,  6ti2 
Fire  and  glazed  bricks,  6909 
Fishing  nets  and  netting,  7374;  eont.  ref., 
">75 

Fish,  5265;  £ont.  req.,  10519 
Fly  papers.  6993 

Fringes  and  textile  materials,  5931 

Fruits  and  vegetables,  5278,  5339 

Fruits,  citrus,  5333 

Furniture,  7001;  eant.  req.,  itoii-15 

Fumigators  and  the  like,  7379 

Class,  6911,  &921,  69^7;  cons,  req.,  logat 

Glassware,  692 j 

Glassware,  n.e.i.,  6923;  cons,  req.,  10904-4 

Gloves,  5939;  eomi.  req.^  10577,  11460 

Glucose,  4623 

Glue,  gelatine,  6948 

Grain  and  pulse,  5346 

Grain  and  pulse,  prepared,  5348 

Graphite  or  plumbago,  6858 

Hats,  caps,  and  bonnets,  5941 ;  eons,  rtf., 

'0579-9J-7,  10610 
Hay  and  chaff,  5358,  54*7; 

1052 I,  10536 
Hessians  and  brattice  cloth.  5931 
Hugslieads,  7135 
Honey,  jams,  jellies.  5444 
Hops,  5444 

Imitation   jewellery,   n.e.i.,  7150 
Incandescent  mantles,  5977 
Inks  and  stains  for  leather.  7399 
lokslands,  fountain  pens.  7266 
Insecticide^    sheepwaahes,  disiBfectaota, 

n.e.i.,  6978;  eons.  req..  itooi,  1156a 
Invert  sugar  and  syrup.  4764 
Iron  and  steel  tubes,  6112,  6829 
Iron  and  steel,  6833,  6835 
Iron  pipes,  cast  and  wrought,  6829;  cans. 

req.,  10750 
Iron,  plate  and  sheet,  6118,  6524 
Isinglass,  5462 

Jewellery,   unfinished,  7143 ;  rolled  gold. 

7146;  machine  made  chain.  7148  • 
Jewellery  and  imitation  jewellery,  n.e.i., 

7*48 

Kerosene.    (See  "Oils.") 

Kindergarten  materials,  7266 
Kinematographs,  7152;  cent,  req.,  11064 
•  Lamps  ud  lampware,  6038 
Lamps,  Miners*  safety,  6049 
Lantern  slides,  ftc,  eons,  req.,  11176 
Lasts  and  trees,  7126 

Lead,  sheet  and  piping,  6049;  eons,  ref,, 
10660 

Leaf  and  foil  of  any  metal,  6114 
Le:ither  manufactures,  n.e.i..  7163;  eont. 

req.,  iio6q,  11070,  II5J4 
Leather    and   ot)^  |j^^^^i@Q^l^eather, 

n.e.i.,  7164 


Jvly  5,  1907,  to  June  o,  19(?H. 
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TUDE  AKD  CvsTOUi—eentiHued. 

Tariff— Customs  Schedule— f(»«ft««*rf. 
Leatbei,  7168 

Licht-pausrohpapier,     7368 ;     cent.  reg. 
11170 

Liquid   remover«   of   paint  and  Tarnish, 

6893"  o 
Liquorice,  5260;  com.  req.,  10517-8 
Locks,  6114;  cons,  req.,  10776,  10789 
Lounges  and  settees,  7031 
Machine  tools,  61 12 
Machinery,  6111 

Machinery   and   machines,   and  machine 

tools,  6721,  6730 
Machinery,  and  parts  thereof,  6099 

Malt,  5445 
Mangles,  6549 

Manufactures  of  metal,  n.e.i.,  6746;  eont. 

req.,  10686,  10703-7,  11167,  iiS44 
Manures,  7361 
Maps,  7260 

Marine  engines,  boilers  and  macbmery. 

Mattes   and   vestas,   5446;   eoni.  reg., 

10546,  10552 
Medicines,  6993 
Medicinal  preparations,  6997 
Metal  cordage,  7378 

Metal   parU  of    stripper-harvesters  and 

harvesters,  7449  , 
Metals  and  machinery  (Headmg),  6837 

Meats,  poultry,  game,  5454 

Milk,  549;  - 
Military  band  instruments,  7358 
Milling  silk,  5929 

Mining  engines  and  machinery,  0772 ; 
cent.  req.  (rock  drills),  10710;  {coal  cut- 
ting machines),  10731,  11544;  ('ocl* 
boring  machines),  10731 

Ifixed  metalware,  61 12 

Molasses,  4765 

Motive  power  machinery,  except  electric, 

eons,  req.,  10674,  11534 
Motor  cycles,  7281 
Mustard,  5462;  cons,  req.,  10555 
Musical  instmm^ts,  parts,  7357 
Nails,  6596 
Naphthaline,  6977 
News  printing  inks,  7264 
Nuts,  edible,  5462;  cent,  req.,  10557 
Oilmen's  stores,  5521 ;  eons,  req.,  10558 
Oils,  6860;  cons,  req.,  10817,  10880-1-4-7, 
10909,  10970  {f-o.  as  to  obs.  by  Sir  W. 
Lyne  re  Standard  Oil  Trust,  10974;  »"-. 
to  postpone  further  consideration  of  re- 
quest, 10976;  request  postponed,  10996), 
1 1098;   (fn.,  to  postpone  consideration 
pending  Ministerial  statement  as  to  in- 
vestigatioQ    of   charges  of  corruption, 
iiioi,  m.,  withdrawn,  11113),  USS" 
Oils  in  bulk  or  otherwise,  6876 
Opium,  6993 

Outside  packages,  n.e.i.,  7411 
Paints   and    colours,   6870 ;    eoni.  reg., 
10895-8-9 

Paper,  7171;  «iw.  11071-6-80-9-90-1, 
11452 

Parasols,  ftc.,  £*ns.  rtq.,  10619 
Parchment,  cut  and  imcnt,  7267 
P«l.  5333 

Pencils  and   penholders,   wooden,  7143; 
eoHi.  req.,  11058 


TuDC  AND  Customs — ectUinued. 

Tariff— Cnstimis  Schedule— fOftf^nwAf. 

Pens,  cons,  req.,  11167 
Perfumery,  6997 
Perfumed  spirits,  4139 
Perambulators  and  go-carts,  7282 
Perambulator  or  go-cart  body  and  under* 

gear,  ^283 
Photographs,  7267 
Photographic  accessories,  7395 
Photographic  dry  plates,  7395 
Photograph  frames,  7125;  eons,  req.,  11057 
Pianos,  7301;  cons,  req.,  11213-4 
Pictures,  7398 

Pictorial  illustrations  and  casts,  7406 
Pickles,  sauces,  5463 
Piece  goods,  cotton,  5914 
Piece  goods,  woollen  or  containing  wool, 
n.c.i.,   5804;   eons,   teg.,  10623-4-8-9, 
11443,  11461,  H526 
Plates,  ^eets,  of  any  metal,  683a 
Portland  cement,  6896 
Potatoes,  5341 
Potato  flour,  5344 

Prepared    plates,    engravers    and  Iitho< 

graphers,  7396 
Printing  and  stencilling  inks,  n.e.i.,  7243, 

7251;  cans,  req.,  11092 
Printers'  material.  6115 
Printing  roller  composition,  6956 :  f m«. 

req.,  10996 
Pulley  blocks,  steam  tnrbo  blowers,  ftc., 

eons,  req.,  10685-6,  I1539 
Rabbit  traps,  6115 

Rails,  fish  plates,  6814 ;  eons,  req.,  10749 
Reaper  and  binder  twine  and  yarn,  7377 
Regalia,  5639 
Rennet,  5462 

Rice,  5535;  eons,  req,,  10559 
Rice  root,  4793 ;  cons,  reg.,  10502-4 
Rivets,  bifiurcated,  6S32 
Roasting  dishes,  6910;  eons,  req.,  10903,. 
"S56 

Rooting  and   flooring  tiles,   6906 ;  r^fif . 

re^.,  10900 
Rbohng  slates,  6957 
Rope,  cordage,  twines,  7374 
Rubber  and  rubber  manufactures,  7163 
Rubber  and  other  hose,  7159 
Rubber  manufactures,  n.e.i.,   7159;  cons. 

req.,  11069 
Saddlers'  and  harness  makers'  material, 
6115 

Saddlers'  and  Upholsterers'  Webs,  5929 
Sago  and  tapioca,  4774;  eons,  reg.^  10496 
Salt,  5536;  eons,  req.,  10559 
Salt,  and  table  preparations  thereof,  5534 
Sausage  casings,  5459 
Saws,  6748 

Schedule  a.  Rebates  for  home  consump- 
tion, 6753,  7412 
Schedule  b,  eons,  req.,  11 194,  11213 
School  pen  and  pencil  sets,  7143 
School  and  drawmg  slates,  7267 
Scientific     instmments    and  apparatus, 

l^,  7408 
Scientific   apparatus,   glass,   6935;  eons.. 

req.,  10900 
Scientific  apparatus,  porcelain,  6900 
Scrap  iron  and  steel,  6832  . 
Screws,  6768;  eons,  req.,  loj^  "444 
Sewing  silks,  twists,  7378  ' 
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Tbade  and  OiSTOua^cntituted, 
Tariff— Customs  Schedule— fM/inw^. 
Shafts,  7131 
Shaft  bars,  7131 
Shocks,  7136 

Slate  slabs,  6957  j  com.  req.,  10998 
Slippei  forms,  cent,  req.,  11067 
Smoking  pipes,  a.e.i.,  739$ 
Soap,  5543 

Socks  and  stockmgt,  5931;  eons,  req., 

1064a,  10653 
Spectacles  frames,  7153;  eons,  req.,  11067 
Spirits,  4135 

Standards,  steel  fencing,  6116;  ecns.  f^q., 

10798,  11548 
Starch,  5547 
Starch  flours,  5548 
Stationery,  manufactured,  7343 
Stay  paper  and  cloth,  jaS^ 
Steam  road  rollers,  6678 
Stearine,  paraffine  wax,  Sec,  5134}  cent. 

req.,  10505 
Steel,  band  or  ribbon,  6116 
Steel  and  steel    rimmed    wheels,  6833, 

com.  req.,  10804 
Stone  and  marble,  6957;  £0nt.  reg.,  10998, 

"45^ 

Stripper  harvesters,  6570,  7441 
Strippers,  ^449 
Sugar,  n.e.i.,  4765 

Sugar,  the  produce  of  cane,  4635,  4644, 

4650,  4749 
Sulphuric  and  other  ethers,  4139 
Sulphuric  ether,  6999 
Surgical    appliances,  n.e.L,  7400;  cent. 

req.,  11 191 
Surgical,   dental,   veterinary  instruments, 

7406;  eons,  req.,  11193 
Table  waters,  4143 

Talking  machines,  7153;  com.  req,,  11066 
Tanks,  66ar 

Tartaric  acid,  6993;  com.  req.,  ttoii 
Tea,  5464;  com.  re^.,  10559 
Tents  and  tarpaulins,  5937 
Tbio  sulphides,  6993 

Timber,   7031,  7038;   eons,  req.,  11019, 

11056,    iiiai,    iii44-7<g-5o-5i,  11159, 

I 1452,  11567-71 
Tin  plates,  6116,  6833 
Tobacco  cut,  n.e.i.,  430a 
Tobacco,  destroyed  for  sheepwash,  4304 
Tobacco  manufactured,  n.e.i.,  4303,  4381 
Tobacco  unmanufactured,  4302 
Tobacco  unmanufactured,  entered  to  be 

locally  manufactured,  4303;  eons,  req., 

10496 

Tool  handles,  unattached,  7119 
Trimmings,  ornaments,  n.e.i.,  5938 
Trophies,   decorations,   medallions,  7407 
Type,  printers',  6753;   com.  req.^  10709 
Undertakers'  requisites,  7399 
Unrefined  glycerine,  6998 
Unserviceable  cordage,  7378 
Varnishes,  6892 

Vegetables,  dried,  5341 ;  eons,  req.,  10519 
Vehicles,  7284 

Waddings  and  cotton  wool,  5937 ;  eons. 

req.,  10630 
Wall  and  ceiling  parts,  7399 
Watches,  clocks,  Ac,  n.e.i.,  7150 
Watch  and  clock  sprmgs,  compasses,  ther- 
mometers, ftc,  7153;  eons,  req.,  11059 


T&ADt  AMD  Oii-Koa^entinued. 
Tariff— Customs  S^AitAvAc—eontinued. 

W«ghing  machines,  scales,  ii.e.i.,  66j6 
Whiffle  tree  bars,  7x31 
Wicker,  bamboo,  cane,  7108;  eons,  reg., 
1 1056 

Wigs,  hair-nets,  5939;  com.  req.,  10655 

Wme,  n.e.i.,  4139,  4200 

Wire  cloth  and  gauze,  6833 

Wire,  n.e.i.,  6118;  com.  req.,  10806,  io8ii 

Wire  netting,  4361,  4413,  4519;  eons,  reg., 

I0757f  ."MS 
Wood,  articles  of,  n.e.i.,  7110 
Wood  naphtha,  4138 

Works  of  art,  7397-8;  eons,  req.,  XI183, 
Yams,  7375 

Tariff— ExasB  Scheddli— 

House  of  Refresentatiues: 
Amylic  alcohol,  cons,  req.,  11215 

Cigars,  machine  and  band-mAde,  4306 

Cigarettes,  4306,  4311 

Glucose,  4636 

Golden  syrup,  4767 

Invert  sugar  and  syrup,  4766 

Saccharin,  4766,  5557,  741a 

Snuff,  4335 

Starch,  554S 

Tobacco,  manufactured,  n.e.i.,  4304 

Tasiff  (Excise  Tauff  Bill)  Sctnotru— 
Senaie: 

Amylic,  alcoholic,  and  fusel  oil,  10025 
Confectionery,     conUining  glucose, 

t002O 

Glucose,  10036 

Tobacco,  unmanufactured,  n.e.i.,  10014 

Takiff  (General). 
Senate: 

Action  of  Mr.  Carruthers  in  seizing  wiie 

netting,  obt.,  3099 
Average  rate  of  dutiable  goods,  tanf, 

7555-6,  7589 
Basis  of  Tariff,  tarif^,  7555 
CoUiection  of  duties  on  goods  in  transit, 

tuffly,  1838 
Duties  on  bicycles  and  alleged  oombiike, 

suffly,  6345-7 
Effect  of  new  Tariff  on  revenue,  sitffiy, 

3810.13,  3903;  tariff,  7576-7,  7594,  7601, 

7608 

Government  view  regarding  introductioa 
of  Tariff  in  Senate,  sufpy,  5878 

Increase  in  price  of  kerosene,  adj.,  3787-9 

Increase  in  price  of  tobacco  following  new 
duties,  adj.,  3033-55 

Morning  sitting  to  expedite  Tariff, 
8076-80 

Operation   of    existing    Tariff,  address. 

Pencils  and  school  sets,  m.  to  postpone 

items,  9654 
Postponement  of  divisions,  obt.,  8284 
Proceedings   against   New    South  Wales 

Government  in  respect  of  seizure  of  wire 

netting,  suff^,  5860,  5875,  58So-s 
Reply  to  resolution  of  Western  Ausmliaa 

Parliament,  ebs.,  4934-5,  50H  ' 
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TUDB  AND  CusTtous—cffntinued. 
Tariff  (General)— »«<Mwtf. 

Rerisioo  of,  address,  lo,  49,  53,  59,  ba-s, 
69.  70,  141,  148,  1501,  aS3,  a6o,  875-6, 
391.  393,  374  3,    379,   381,   393,  397, 
401-2,  476-7;  suffly,  3915 
Stripper     harvesters,     m.     to  poitpooe 

item,  8582 ;  negatived,  8587 
Tariff  anomalies,  tariff^  7575i  758»>  "610 
Uigency  of  dealing  with,  luffiy,  1935-47, 

3818;  ffbs.,  756.1-4,  7786-90 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Dobscm,  disposing  of  Tariff  be- 
fore Christmas,  3364 ;  arraneemenU  to 
dispose  of  Tariff  by  end  of  year,  4035, 
45«o 

Senator  Dobson,  refund  of  duty  on 
agricultural  machinery,  5980 

Senator  Findley,  duty  on  paper,  9631 

Senator  Gray,  increased  pay  to  public 
ierrantt  to  meet  Tariff  increases,  3464 

Senator  Macfarlane,  notice  of  new 
duties  in  Tasmania,  1814 

Senator  McColI,  supply  of  comparative 
tables,  1684;  Senator  Stewart,  7542, 
7570.  7794;  Senator  Dobson,  7570 

Senator  Millen,  action  of  Government 
regarding  seizure  of  wire  netting  by 
New  South  Wales  Government,  3178 

Senator  Millen,  prepuation  of  return 
showing  effect  of  on  revenue,  7791, 
7936 

Senator  Millen,  reported  dissatisfaction 
of  Sir  William  Lyne  with  Tariff  as 
passed,  11863;  Senator  Pulsford,  in- 
troduction  of  amending  Bills,  11S63 

Senator  Needham,  failure  to  take  pro- 
ceedings in  Court  of  summary  juris- 
diction for  seizure  of  wire  netting  in 
New  South  Wales,  3463 

Senator  Needham,  resolution  of  West 
Australian  Parliament,  4143 

Senator  Neild  and  Senator  Svmon,  <le- 
cision  of  Full  Court  of  New  South 
Wales  concerning  State  imports,  3406 

Senator  Pearce,  textile  machinery,  duty 
on,  10920  * 

Senator  St.  Ledger,  date  of  submitting 
revision  proposals,  1023 

Senator  Story,  duties  on  bicycles  and 
increased  price  of  bicycle  sets,  5978, 
6294 

.  Senator  Symon,   presentation  of  Tariff 

to  Senate,  4036,  4143;  return  showing 
value  of  imports  from  United  King- 
dom, 754a 
Senator  W.  Russell  and  Senator  Sir  }. 
Symou,  duty  on  wire  netting,  1814 ; 
Senator  Millen,  hands  employed  in 
making  wire-netting,  1926,  2405 ; 
Senator  W.  Russell,  statement  by 
South  Australian  Advertiser,  and 
number  of  manufacturers,  1936; 
Senator  St.  Ledger,  duty  on  Slate 
imports   of   wire-netting,  1926 

Hcuse  ef  Refreseniativet : 

Abolition  of  Excise  and  bounty  on  Sugar, 
Budget,  39S3 

Collection  of  duties  on  goods  in  transit, 

suffly,  1875-79.83.3 
Collection  cf  new  duties,  supply,  9983  . 


Tbade  and  Cvsxoua—tomtintied. 
Tariff  {GcacTAiy-^an/inued. 

Date  of  proceeding  with,  suffty,  177^; 

expediting  consideration  of,  obs,,  33&. 
Effect  of  new  Tariff  on  revenue,  Budget. 

1628;  on  SUfes,  1638 
Estimate  of  normal   revenue   from  new 

dtitiei,  suft^y,  1783-4 
Exemption  of  hat  leathers,  btf;.,  4794-5 
Exemption  of  woollen   machinery,  adj., 

4795 

Exfl.  by  Sir  John  Forrest,  1180,  3331 ;  Mr. 
Mahon,  3331-3;  Mr.  Liddell  and  Mr. 
H.  Cook,  339S,  Sir  W.  Lyue,  3299) 
Mr.  Johnson,  4343;  Mr.  Catts,  4361; 
Mr.  J.  Cook,  5310;  Mr.  Mauger,  6813; 
Mr.  Maloney,  12198;  obs.  by  Mr.  Coon, 
12203 

Immediate  removal  of  anomalies,  cbs., 
3<H7-« 

Joint  connderatioh  of  Tariff  and  Budget, 
1743-4 

Kerosene  duty  and  refund  of  excess  prices 

paid,  obs.,  7414;  charges  of  corruption 

m  regard  to,  adj.,  9794-5 
Late  sittings,   to  deal   with,   9bs.,  742, 

36S3-3;  extra  sittings,  obs.,  3362,  6x86-8, 

6416-8,  6521-2;  M.,  6506-19 
Laoc  of  information  concerning  schedule, 

ntffly,  1776  • 
List  of  items  to  be  taken  nfter  tobacco 
*      duties,  adj.,  4343 

Making  terms  with  Opposition  to  secure 

early  pasting  of,  6187-8 
New  Tariff  and  effect  of,  suffly.  3314- 

5.  33**-55  i  obs.,  3974-4035»  4<»7-4«35 
Obs.,  as  to  date  of  submitting  revision 

proposals,  1469-70 
Obs.  as  to  duty  on  wire  netting,  4646 
Obs.,    urgency   of    Tariff    revision,   469 ; 

delay  in  dealing  with  Tariff,  11466 
Piano  duties  and  alleged  leakage  of  in- 
formation supplied  by  Mr.  G.  Allan  to 

Customs     Department,     adj.,  7536; 

charges  of  corruption  in  regard  to,  adj., 

9794-5 

Precedence  of  ^vemment  business  to  ex- 
pedite consideration  of  Tariff,  n.,  271)5- 
2807 

Percentages  of  Customs^  duty  collected  to 
values  of  goods  imported  in  Common- 
wealth, and  other  countries,  obs.,  3981, 

4307 

Printmg  and  circulating  revised  toKicco 

proposals,  adj.,  4343 
Rebates  on   woollen    and   hat  macliioery 

duties,  suffly,  48437 
Recommittals  and  ^corrections,  adj.,  74^3-4 
Refunds  of  duties,  ebs.,  1743-4;  suffly, 

1782-97,  1800- 1 
Revision  of,  address,   36-8,   100,  115-7, 
'S9>  "65,  178,  188-9,  '95.  »o5-9» 

217-19,  233,  323,  324,  327,  330,  333-4, 

336*  346,  349-50.  458,  465 
Schedule  of  machinery  exemptions  under 

Tariff  of  1903,  adj.,  4461 
Seizure  of  wire  netting  by  New  South 

Wales  Government,  ebs.,  2120-1,  2344-6; 

Budget,  2152-3,  2387-9 
Senate  s    requests   and^cpmoai^  between 

Government  and  HBim^vi^uU^resenta- 

tives,  obs.,  8932 


od 


Index  to  Subject*. 


Tbade  and  Ct'STOHS — continued. 
Tariff  {,Gtwra.\)—tontinued. 

Snpply  of  keioKDc  and  duty  collectedi 

*4f.,  3047-8 
Tariff  ftTcrage,  tuffiy,  33>3-»8,  3333 
UDinterrupted    consideratioa    of  Tariff, 
sufply,  i775-'*3-5-7-99.  '^j-y  M>a5-9 

Westera  Australia's  special  Tariff,  effect  of 
cessatioD  of,  Budget,  1637 

Work  of  Treaburer  aa  Minister  in  charge 

of  Tariff,  obi.,  7536 

Qnestioos  by — 
Mr.  Atkinson,  congratulatory  messages, 

Mr.^^owden,  seizure  of  wire  netting  by 
New  South  Walei  Government,  3330; 
Mr.  Fisher,  2231;  Mr.  Irvine,  2333; 
decision  of  Supreme  Court  of  New 
South  Wales  as  affecting  same,  Mr. 
Watkins  and  Mr.  J.  Cook,  2231 ;  Mr. 
Glynn,  2233;  mental  condition  of  Mr. 
Carnithers,  Mr.  Pi^e,  2233 ;  M  r. 
Livingston,  distribntion  of  netting 
seized,  223.1 ;  Mr.  T.  Brown,  3422 ; 
Mr.  Hutchison,  statement  in  Argus, 
3563;  Mr.  Johnson 'and  Mr.  B.  Smith, 
cancellation  of  carriers'  licences, 
3687;  Mr.  Johnson,  2793;  Mr.  Page, 
amicable  settlement  of  dispute  regard^ 
*  ing  seizure,  430^ 

Mr.  Bowden,  duties  on  carios,  5320 
Mr.    J.   T.    Brown,   Government  irflen- 

tions  regarding  anomalies,  2996 
Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  combine  of  confec- 
tioners,   Sydney,    5230 ;    duties  on 
shearing  machines,  5324 
Mr.  Catts,  Tariff  referendum,  11326 
Mr.  J.  Cook,  comparative  urgency  of 
Tariff    with    other   meanires,   3588 ; 
consideration  of  ncm-contentious  items, 
6523 

Mr.  J.  Cook,  Customs  Tariff  Bill  in 
Senate  and  Ministerial  obligations, 
9100 

Mr.  Crouch,  increased  price  of  kero- 
sene,  2563 ;  collection  of  duty  on, 
Mr.  Poynton,  2687 ;  Mr.  Page  and 
Mr.  Thomas,  refunds  of  excess  prices, 
72^;  Mr.  D.  Thomson,  reason  for 
increase,  7299;  Mr.  Tudor,  refunds 
by  Colonial  Oil  Company,  72^;  Mx. 
Salmon,  collection  of  duties  on 
stocks  and  donation  of  excess  prolits 
to  charities,  7299 ;  Mr.  D.  Thomson, 
letter  from  T^^olonial  Oil  Company, 
7458;  Mr.  Page,  collection  of  duty  of 
6d   per  gallon,  9685 

Mr.  Crouch,  collection  of  duties  on  goods 
in  transit,  (745;  Mr.  Mathews  and  Mr. 
Wilks,  1746;  Mr.  Glynn,  1747;  Mr. 
Johnson,  1976 

Mr.  Crouch,  effect  of  Tariff  on  South 
African  preference,  11919.20 

Mr.  Fairbaim,  consamption  and  manu- 
facture of  goods  in  Australia,  1753 ; 
duties  on  bottles  and  cases,  5496 

Mr.  Fisher,  free  admission  of  tog  tim- 
ber, 1715 

Sir   John  Toirest,  recommittal  of  item, 

Hay  and  Chaff,"  613a 
Sir  J.  Forrest,  manufacture  of  gloves, 
3566,  2689 


ADS  AMD  CmtoM— continued. 
Tariff  (General)— ^Mft'mwtf. 
Questions  by — 
Sir  J.  Forrest,  preparation  of  explana- 
tory list,  3733,  3973;  Mr.  D.  Tbon- 
soD,  printing  and  distribution  of  pro- 
posed amendments,  6834 
Mr.  Fowln,  correspondence  regarding  re- 
solution of  Western  Australian  Parlin- 
ment,  4953}  Mr.  Crouch,  letter  trana* 
mitting    correspondence     from  Go- 
vernor-General   to   Parliament,  5690; 
Mr.  Fowler,  telegram  to  Premier  of 
Western  Australia,  regretting  effect  of 
Tariff  on  the  State,  6677 
Mr.    Frazer,    order    of    dealing  with 

items,  3791 
Mr.    Glynn,    duty   on    printing  paper. 
279r ;  Mr.  Mahon,  duties  collected  on 
paper  under  new  Tariff,  6675;  Mr. 
Kelly,  instructions  to  collectors,  10878 
Mr.  Glynn,  selection  of  items  for  im- 
mediate con»deration,  3587 ;  Mr.  ]. 
Cook,  direction  by  motion  to  commit- 
tee  to    give    precedence    to  certain 
items,  3587 
Mr.  Glynn,  alteration  tn  rule  as  to  clear- 
ance of  imports,  1868;  duplication  of 
duties  on  sardines,  6674;  circulation 
of  divisions  as  dealt  with,  6812 
Mr.  Hedges,  duty  on   railway  wheels 

and  axles,  2312,  2687 
Mr.     Hedges,     alphabietically  indexed 

copies  of  Tariff,  2687 
Mr.   Hughes  and  Mr.   McDonald,  Sen- 
ate's requests,  prompt   dealing  with, 
11053-3 ;     Mr.    Archer,    1 1053 ;  Mr. 
Johnson,  cause  of  delay,  11052;  Mr. 
Kelly,  postponement  of  items,  11053 
Mr.  Hutchison,  increase  of  prices  by  re* 
tailers,  1865 ;  by  wholesale  firms,  Mr. 
Johnson,  1867 
Mr.  Johnson,  duty  on  potato  flour,  5415 
Mr.    Johnson,   complaints  in  England 

against  new  Tariff,  3235,  2311 
Mr.  Johnson,  effect  of  Tariff  on  prices, 
2564  i  and  on  industries,  9o</> ;  effect 
of  U.S.  TarilT  on  cmpluymcDl,  10608; 
claim  by  Harbor  Trust  employes,  Mr- 
B.  Smith,  3173;  effect  on  New  South 
Wales  and  telegram  (o  Premier  of  that 
Slate,  Mr.  CKanter,  6677 
Mr.  Johnson,  anomalies  ia  dressed  tim- 
ber duties,  3300,  3420;  duties  on  lin- 
ing boards,   4199;   duty   on  photo- 
graphic    plates,     3854 :     duties  on 
pianos,  and  statement  by  Mr.  Beale 
regarding  subscription  of  funds  to  in- 
fluence Parliament,  S925 
•  Mr.    Johnson,    preparation   of  scbedale 
of  Senate's  requests,  9390 
Mr.    Kelly,   Tariff  changes,  circulatioo 

in  England,  9476 
Mr.  Kelly,  reported    dissatisfaction  of 
Treasurer  with  Tariff  as  passed,  aad 
attitude  of  Prime  Minister,  11789 
Mr.  Knox,  basis  of  determination  under 
Division  VI. A,   37itj   cireu'^Hoo  of 
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TkADK  AND  Customs — tenfinued. 

Tftriff  {GKasn\)—€9nHMued. 

Questions  by — 
Mr.  Liddell,   rcTision   of   bat  duties, 

880-1 ;  effect  of  new  duties  on  Denton 

Hat  Mills,  1747;  keioseoe 'duty,  and 

alleged  corruption,  8938 
Mr.   Mahon,  discontent  with  Tariff  U 

Western  Australia,  2691 
Mr.    Mahon,    increaied  price  of  con* 

densed  milk,  3564 
Mr.   Mnhon,  duty  on  cases,  3333 ;  Mr. 

Crouch,  2347 ;  Mr.  Fairbaira,  5496 

Mr.  Mahon,  supply  of  incorrect  infor- 
mation regarding  piano  imports,  71 13, 
7351 ;  Mr.  Glynn,  Mr.  Poynton,  and 
Mr.  Batchelor,  exhibit  of  pianos  in 
Patliament  House,  7114 ;  Mr.  Living- 
ston, 7300 ;  Mr.  Willis  and  Ut. 
Johnion,  7111::  Mr.  Johnson,  erroneous 
statistics  as  to  piano  imports,  7170; 
Mr.  Wilks,  inquiry  as  to  alleged  Cus- 
toms leakage  of  information  supplied 
by  Mr.  Allan,  7415,  746a 

Mr.  Maloney,  excessive  charges  for 
djiaks  00  steameis,  2564 

Mr.  Mathews,  increased  prices  by  Syd- 
ney firms,  3793 

Mr.  Mathews,  abolition  of  duty  on 
bicycles,  3588 

Mr.  McDonald,  discussion  of  Tariff, 
1715-6;  Mr.  Poynton,  3420 

Mr.  McWilliams,  notice  of  new  duties 
in  Tasmiwia,  1747 

Ml.    McWilliams,    duties    on  British 

V^**  >747.  1868 
Mr.  0*Ma!Iey,  appointment  of  sub*com- 

mittee  to  select  non-debatable  items, 

513I.    C2IO,  5240 

Mr.  O'Malley,  duty  on  packet  tea,  1517 
Mr.  Page,  date  of  submitting  revision 

proposals,  406-7;    Mr.    Frazer,  975; 

Mr.  Knox,  iiSo 
Mr.  Page,  duties  on  necessaries  of  life, 

3»71 

Mr.  Page,  differentiation  in  Tariff  be- 
tween woollen  mill  and  wool-scouring 
machinery,  4926 

Mr.  Page,  extra  sitting  days  to  expedite 
TaritI  consideration,  5131  ;  Mr. 
McDonald,  5520;  procedure  if  Tariff 
not  dealt  with  before  Christmas,  6729 

Mr.  Palmer,  accumulations  in  bond 
owing  to  delay  in  dealing  with 
Tariff,  5 131 

Mr.  Poynton,  statement  by  Secretarv, 
Federal  Council  o  f  Chambers  c  f 
Manufactures  as  to  Sir  William  Lyne, 
and  duties  on  stearine  and  wax,  5131 

Mr.  Poynton,  suspension  of  duty  on 
magazines,  1865 ;  Mr.  Glynn,  3312, 
3565,  3421;  Mr.  McDonald,  331a;  re- 
moval of  advertisements  f  rom,  Mr. 
Liddell,  3312 

Sir  John  Quick,  newspaper  information 
concerning,  976 

Sir  J.  Quick,  rebate  on  duty  on  paints 
for  ships,  3333 

Mr.  Krid.  order  of  consideration  of 
items  4380 


Trai»  and  CX3ST0MS— continued. 
Tariff  (General) — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Sampson,  resuming  consideration 
of  Tariff,  3733;  Mr.  Fowler,  expedit- 
ing consideration,  5519 

Mr.  Sinclair,  duty  on  antimony,  11 157; 
Mr.  O'Malley,  11 157-8 

Mr.  B.  Smith,  action  bv  New  South 
Wales  tweed  factory,  3793 

Mr.  B.  Smith,  collections  under 
amended  rates,  3734 

Mr.  B.  Smith,  duty  on  vrire  netting  and 
effect  of,  1974;  Mr.  Page  and  Mr. 
Willis,  early  consideration  of  item, 
3586 ;  Mr.  Hutchison,  sale  of  wire 
netting  by  Commonwealth  (rovem- 
ment,  1974 ;  Mr.  Foster,  2314 ;  Mr. 
Willis,  refund  if  duty  on  wire  netting 
be  struck  out,  2793;  or  reduced,  4199; 
Mr.  Glynn,  3997;  Mr.  Johnson,  re- 
fund where  duty  paid  under  protest, 
4199 ;  Mr.  Knox,  refund  of  excess 
duty  collected  prior  to  reduction, 
4621,  4649 

Mr.  Storrer,  duty  on  chairs,  2564,  2688; 
'  Mr.  Glynn,  2889 

Mr.  D.  Thomson,  tartaric  acid,  cream 
of  tartar  and  citric  acid,  collection  of 
duty  on,  11098 

Mr.  J.  Thomson,  rebate  on  timber  for 
butter  boxes,  and  fruit  cases,  3564; 
Mr.  Palmer,  2567;  Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine, 
6431,  6676,  7035;  Mr.  Fisher,  01^  ex- 
ported fruit  cases,  7036;  Sir  J. 
Quick,  6430;  Mr.  McWilliams,  6421; 
on  lead,  Mr.  Thomas,  6421;  Mr. 
Fisher,  7026 

Mr.  Watson,  accuracy  of  comparative 
table,  3655;  Mr.  Tudor,  3791,  1889, 
2891 

Ur.  Watson,  refunds  of  duties  and  effect 
on  OKisumers,  1748;  Mr.  Johnson,  re- 
funds where  duties  reduced,  7300 

Mr.  Wilks,  exemption  of  hat  leathers, 
4748;  Mr.  B.  Smith,  history  of  exemp- 
tion of  bat-making  machinery,  6676; 
Mr.  Johnson,  amount  of  duties  rebated 
on  hat-making  machinery,  6739;  fail- 
ure to  keep  records  of  rebates,  6813 

Mr.  Wilkt,  instructions  to  collectors  re- 
garding new  duties  and  statement  by 
Rockhampton  Bulletin,  1864,  2123 ; 
preferential    rates,    when  determined 

on,  2132 

Mr.  Wilks,  clearances  of  tobacco,  1868 
Mr.  Willis,   free  entry  of  wire-netting 
bv  Star  of  Scotland,  3586 

Mr.  Willis,  effect  of  new  duties  00 
price  of   electric   equipment,  3231-2 

Mr.  yiiXWt,  despatching  Tariff  to  Sen- 
ate in  divisions,  5131 ;  Mr.  Wilks,  6033 

Mr.  Willis,  suspension  of  fodder  duties. 
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Trai»  and  Customs — continued. 
Tariff  (New  PKOTEcnoH). 

Cfustitutionality  of  New  Protection,  suf' 
fly,  t)J28-J3-35 ;  aad  prcx:cdure  if  held 
to  be  unconstitutional,  Tariff,  7547-53 
New    protection.    Tariffs    7562,  758(5-7, 

759>-5-9^  7608-12-13,  7619-20-22 
Questions  by-— 
Senator   Dobson,    introduction  of  new 
protection   proposals  before  decision 
of  High  Court,  7796 
Senator  Sayers,  early  steps   to  bring 
policy  into  operation,  11382;  Senator 
Findley,  application  to  sugar  indus- 
try, 1 1383 ;  Senatoi  St.  Ledger,  sub- 
mission of  policy'  to  a  ^ferendum, 
11382,  11473 
Senator  Symon,  date  of  introduction  of 
Bill  relating  to  New  Protection,  4036 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

New  Protection,  introduction  of  Bill  be- 
fore Christmas,  obs..  6417;  early  intro- 
duction of,  suf  fly,  5793;  Government 
intentions,  obs.,  8932 

Operation  oi  New  Protection  policy,  tuf- 

t^y>  5695-8-9 

Protection  of  labour,  obs.,  1744-51  2842- 
44 >    ***tfhy    17^)    Budget,'  2141-2-8, 
2151,    2390-5,    2471-5,    2588-9,  2600-2, 
2674-5>    267883,    2718,    2741,  2807-8, 
«93»i  2985.  399»-2»  3023-4.  3045.  3»os-i2, 
3137-45.  3198:  suffiy.  3119  {f.o..  3319- 
20);   "New    Protection"   scheme  out- 
lined by  Sir  W.  Lyne,  3986,  debated, 
3989-4035,  4087-4135 
,  Power  of  Government  to  refuse  to  slop 
imports  if  local  labour  conditions  un- 
reasonable, suffiy^  5697 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Carr  at  to  suspension  of  collection 
of  increased  duties  if  selling  prices 
of  goods  are  unfairly  increased,  2890 
Mr.  Catts,  TarifF  reconsideration  if  new 
protection    proposals  unconstitutional, 
88)6 ;    Mr.    Frazcr,    10132 ;    Mr.  Mc- 
Williams,  will  amendment  of  Constitu- 
tion be  necessary,  10132;  Mr.  Catts, 
delayed  judgment   of    High  Court, 
1 1420 

Mr.  Catts,  New  Protection  Policy,  date 
nt  introduction,  10132,  10963,  11420; 
Mr.  Reid,  11052 

Mr.  Crouch,  provision  in  Tariff  Bill  to 
protect  labour,  1281  ;  inclusion  of  salt 
workers  and  all  protected  trades  under 
New  Protection  scheme,  5802. 

Mr  Fuller,  presentation  of  list  of  in- 
dustries to  which  New  Protection  will 
apply,  4200 

Mr.  Glynn,  Excise  duties  to  protect 
labour,  1715 
*  Mr.  Glynn,  reason  for  abandoning 
method  of  protecting  labour  under 
Excise  Tariff  1906,  and  consideration 
of  Government  proposals,  3268,  3302, 
34^1 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine,  recommittal  of  sche- 
dule if  New  Protection  held  uncon- 
stitutional, 6231 

Mr.  Palmer,  New  Protection  and 
Socialism,  7415 


Trade  amd  CmTOU%r-tonHnued. 
Tariff  (New  Protection)— rffftA'mvf^f. 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Reid,  constitutionality  of  proposed 
Excise  exemptions,  4200;  Mr. 
Hut^ison,  of  New  Frotectioo  tegis> 
lation,  6095 

Mr.  Reid,  intention  of  Government  to 
stand  by  duties  fixed,  irrespective  of 
adoption  of  New  Protection,  6230 

Mr,  B.  Smith,  intentions  of  Government 
regarding  Labour  Party's  scheme  of 
"New  Protection,"  1974;  and  regard- 
ing  Commissitrn's  recommendatioos  fox 

Srotection  of  workers  and  consumers, 
[r.  Carr,  3173 
•    Mi.  Tudor,  omission  of  Excise  duty  on 
harvesters    from    revised  proposals, 
1748;  limitation  of  apprentices  under 
"New  Protection,"  7116 
Mr.    Webster,    reduction    of  duty  oa 
woollens  to  assert  principle  of  "  New 
Protection,"  3622  • 
Mr.  Wilks,  date  of  introduction  of  Bill 
relating  to  New  Protection,  5208;  Mr. 
Tudor,    5328;    Mr.    Hall,  drafting 
and  distribution  of  Bill,  6095 
Mr.  Wilks,  presentation  of  Memorandum 
on,  6095 ;   Mr.   Willis,   7  ^00 ;  press 
statements  regarding  GoTerameat  {HO- 
posals  and  criticism  of  Prime  Mia- 
ister,  7463 
Mr.  Willis,  reported  statement  by  Sir 
William   X^e,   Excise   duties  mere 
matter  of  form,  5239  ' 

TARm  (PRIFISBNTiAL  TRAM). 
Senate  : 

British  preference,  tariff,  7557-61,  7578- 
81-85-90-94,  7605-6-8,  761 1-2,  7616-8; 
suffiy,  11487 
Representations  at  Imperial  Conference 
and  policy  of,  address,  52,  58.  66-{k 
148,  259-61.  291,  370-2,  3rr.  39?.  473-* 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Stewart  and  Senator  Six  ). 
Symon,  speech  by  Senator  Best,  em- 
pire Tariff  preference,  11468 
Senator  Walker,  preferential  treatment 
of  British-grown  imports  from  New 
Hebrides,  4245 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Effect  of  general  application  of  preferen- 
tial proposals,  suffiy,  3314-5 

Preference  to  British  imports,  new  Tariff, 
Budget,  1646-7,  3I4I-46-50,  2164- 

6*8,  2336.7,  a|6i-66,  2403-4,  2475-0. 
2490-1,  2589,  ^69-72-74,  2680-3,  2698, 
2702,  3966-7,  3033,  3127,  3290;  Tariffs 
4544-Si«  4557-8,  4S6i-3.  4874-85,  4888-90, 
4928,  4938.  4959  50"'  5047-81 

Representations  at   Imperial  Conference 
and  policy  of,  address,  94-5,  loi,  109, 
171-a,  190,  200-4,  209-11,  316,  221,  227, 
234,  236,  324,  329.  345,  430-44*  455i  459 

Report  of  Imperial  Conference,  priating 
and  distribution  of,  obs.,  769-70 

Statement  by  Australian  correspondent  of 
London  Times,  4956 

With  Great  Britain,  New  Guinea,  the  New 
Hebrides,  and  Canada,  suffiy,  1646-7 
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Tbadc  and  Cl'stoms — coHtinuid. 
Tariff  (Preferential  Trade) — ecntiimed. 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Bowdea,  prefereatisl  trade  wiA 
Pacific  Islands,  8939 

Mr.  ].  Cook,  abandoament  of  Govern- 
ment proposals,  3791 

Mr.  Croucb,  statement  by  Captain  CoI> 
lins,  71 II 

U.T.  JohoiOD,  criticism  in  Eneland  of 
British  preference  proposals,  2235, 
3311 ;  statement  by  Senator  Best, 
11627 

tfr.  McWilliams,  application  of  foreign 

rates  to  British  goods,  1868 
Mr.    B.    Smith,   decision   of   House  of 

Commons,  590;  Mr.  Glynn,  591,  694 
Mr.  B.  Smith,  statement  by  Australian 

correspondent  of  London  Times,  4956 
Ur.  Wilks,  date  when  new  preferential 

duties  were  decided  upon,  2122 
Mr.  Willis,  Sir  W.  Lyne  on  Colonial 

preference  and  Labour  Party,  1413 

Tariff  (Royal  Commission's  Repobts). 
Senate  : 

Extent  to  which  Tariff  is  based  on  reports 

of,  7555,  7581-6 

Failure  to  distinguish  between  reports  of 

two  lections,  exfi.,  3513 
Questions  by  Senator  demons,  supply  of 

reports,  1684;  form  of  binding,  2033, 

House  fff  Refretentatives: 

Comparison  of  Tariff  Commission's  pro- 
posals with  former  duties  and  increases 
to  grant  British  preference.  Budget, 
2166? 

Duties  in  exccs:^  of  those  recommended  by 
Commission  on  raw  materials  and  parts 
of  finished  piodticts.  Budget^  3169 

Failure  to  distinguish  between  reports  of 
two  sections,  exfl.,  2312,  2561-3 

Increases  in  excess  of  Commission's  pro- 
posals without  granting  British  prefer- 
ence. Budget,  2168 

Items  recommended  by  protectionist  sec- 
tion of  Commission  to  be  free  on  which 
free-trade  section  recommended  duties, 
Budget,  3587 

Permanent   Tariff    Commission,  Budget, 

Preparation  of  comparatin  tables,  adj., 

i68a-4,  3026 
Reports  of  Commission,  distribution  of, 

Budget,  1678 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  J.  Cook,  preparation  of  comparative 
tables,  1715,  1974;  recommendations 
of  "  A  "  section,  317a  ;  Mr.  Mathews 
and  Mr.  Tudor,  1747;  Sir  J.  Quick, 
1748,  1868;  Mr.  Reid,  i86g 

Mr.  Crouch,  duty  of  Mr.  Speaker  to 
distinguish  between  free-tradera  and 
protectionist  ^members  of  Commission, 
1749;  provision  in  Tariff  Bill  to  pro- 
tect labour,  isSi 

Mr.  Poynton,  Mr.  Fuller,  and  Mr. 
Kelly,  distribution  of  reports,  1716 

Sir  J.  Quick,  form  of  issuing  Commis- 
sion's reports,  1748;  Mr.  J.  Cook,  re- 
ports signed  by  chairman,  3173 


TUDX  AND  CusTOus — continued. 
Tariff  (Royat  Commission's  Reports) — continued. 
Questions  by — 
Sir  J.    Quick,    sale  of    Reports  and 
Minutes    of    Evidence,  6418;  Mr. 
Hedges,  supply  of  copies  to  libraries, 
Ac,  6419 

Mr.  Tudor,  preparation  of  indent,  1714 

Tobacco  Immsnr. 

SefuUe: 

Cnisade  against  monopoly,  address,  483 

Motion  for  suspension  -of  Standing  Or- 
ders by  Senator  Neild  to  enable  mover 
to  move  for  appointment  of  select  com- 
mittee, 3049;  debated,  3050;  agreed  to 
and  motion  for  appointment  of  select 
committee  moved,  3055;  negatived,  3065 

Motion  by  Senator  Pearce  for  return  as 
to  tobacco,  &c.,  taken  out  of  bond  and 
Excise  duty  paid  during  the  four  weeks 
prior  to  9th  August,  I907,  3227 

Motion  by  Senator  Pearce,  return  as  to 
registered  growers  of  cigar  leaf  and 
acreage,  5648 

Tobacco  Combine  :  Increase  of  prices 
following  new  duties,  adj.,  2032-55, 
3069-70,  2448 

Questions  by — 

Senator    Chataway,    offer   by  British 

Australasian  Company,  3149 
Senator  Findley.  return  as  to  employes, 
564  * 

Senator  Pearce,  sale  of  refuse  leaf, 
649,  830 ;  stamping  of  cigar  bo  As, 

5083 

Senator  Gray,  result  of  inquiries  re- 
garding charges  against  manufac- 
turers, 2068,  3684,  4706;  Senator 
Neild,  3513,  3615,  3049;  delay  in  mak- 
ing inquiries,  3899 ;  failure  of  Go- 
vernment Officer  to  communicate  with 
Trust,  4706 

House  of  Representatives: 
Questions  by — 

^  Mr.  Fraser,  nationalization  of,  experi- 

ence of  France,  10752 
Mr.  Salmon,  effects  of  Kentucky  riots 
on  Australian  manufacturers,  9191 ; 
Mr,  O'Mallcy,  relation  of  Australian 
and  American  monopolies,  9192 
Mr.  Wilks,  duty  paid  on  tobacco  for 
month  prior  to  totb  August,  1907,  186S 

TUDK. 

Sen^e: 

Geraldton,  refusal  to  take  cargo  from, 
suf^y,  10396-8 

House  of  Representatives  : 

British,  address,  316-7 

Comparative  Statistics,  Budget,  1626 

Geraldton,     refusal     of     cargo  from, 

suffly,  9996-7 
Improvements    in    Australian    trade  and 

causes  of.  Budget,  1626-7,  3135-9-74 
Interchanges  between  States,  Budget,  1629 
Within  the  Empire,  address,  91- ^ 
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Teadi  and  CvsTOMS—coti/inued. 

Whux. 

House  of  Refre$e$Uaiives: 

Question  by  Mr.  McDougall,  reimportatioD 
of  wheat,  5600,  6099 

Wins. 
Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  Neild,  as  to  admis- 
sioD  of,  into  New  Zealand,  at  yduced 
rates,  1x472 

•WlBi  NrmNG. 
Senate : 
Questions  by — 

Senator   Milleo,    bands    employed  in 

making,  1926 
Senator  W.  Russelt,  number  of  rnanu* 
facturers,    1916;     Senator  Milten, 

House  of  Refrcsentafives : 

,  Questions  by — 

Mr.  Chanter,  number  of  wire-netting 
factories  and  annual  requirement  of 
rabbit-proof  fencing,  2997;  origin  of 
imports,  3174;  quanlity,  sUted  value* 
and  country  of  origin  of  wire>netting 
imported  by  New  South  Wales  Go- 
vernment, 4842,  5238 

Wise  Netting,  Seizure  of.      [See  Tabiff, 

GBNUtAL.] 

TREASURY. 

Administration. 
Senate: 

Methods  of,  suffly,  3903,  3909-12 
Questions  1^  Senator  Millen,  refusal  of 

funds    to    Postmaster-General,     7795 ; 

Senator  Neild,  7935 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Conduct  of  busineu,  suffly,  62S6-8 
Devolution  of  functions  to  officers,  ways 

and  means,  6894-6 
Failure  to  supply  information,  ways  aUd 

means,  4117,  5236-7 
Submission  of  information  for  members  to 

Minister,  exfl.,  2651-3 
Use  of  Departmental  sUtement,  suffly^ 

Question  by  Mr.  B.  Smith,  provision  of 
funds  for  Post  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment, 13154-5 

Aoditok-Genzral. 
Senate  : 
Report  presented,  7545 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Auditing  Accounts  for  Northern  Territory* 

suffly,  9970 
Repiort  of,  presented,  7457 
Questions  by — 

Mr.   Johnson,    report   of,   on  Adelaide 

Customs  frauds,  694 
Mr.  Hutchison  non-supply  of  full  Cus- 
toms  Audit   Staff,    South  Australia, 
8938 


Trbasokt — eontimued. 
Bahkimg. 
Seu^t: 

Savings  Bank  claim.  New  South  W«les> 

sit f fly,  1 1620-1 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Legislation   relating  to.    address,  106;. 

Budget,  3661 
Savings  Bank  claim.  New  South  Wales, 

ffpiy*  57834 

Savings    Banks,    increase    in  depositi» 

Budget,  1626 
State  Bank,  Budget^  164a 
Questions  by — 

Mr.    Bamford    as  to   establishment  of 

Commonwealth  Savings  Banks,  407 
Mr.  Catti,  national  b^k,  11019 
Mr.  Kelly,  draft  Bill  and  note  issue, 
501 

BOOKKEBFING  SVSTEU. 

Senate : 

Effect  of,  sufflyt  1842-4;  6300-3,  6306* 
6313-4 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Effect  of  Budget,  2464-5*  2502 

BOKSOWINO. 

Senate : 

Policy   of,  tufflf,  3817-19-23,  3845-^* 

39<w,  39« 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Coercing  States,  to  give  up  their  powet* 

of,  Budget,  2356 
Oppoution  to  policy  of  loan  expeaditnte 

on  defence.  Budget,  2372-4 
Policy  of,  Budget,  3501*  2696, .  2700-22,, 

a934.  3041.  3184-5 

Bkaddon  SEcnoK. 
Senate : 

Disregard  of  in  framing  financial  policy, 

suffly,  1 861 
Obligations  under,  suffly,  10268 
Operation  of  and  substitute  for,  suffty, 

3807-15-16-20.22,  3843.  390i-«S 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Decision  of  Coafereoce,  Budget^  1643-4* 
2718-28,  2916-61;;  suffly,  3316-8-41-3; 
exfl.,  2654,  2741-2 

Operation,  continuation  of  and  substitute 
for,  Budget,  1640-3-4,  2127-44-5,  ^  'T*^' 
2580-a,  2660,  2718,  2721-8-30,  2820-1, 
2906-7,  2916,  2978-9-80,  3007-15,  303J» 
3185-9;  suffly,  3316-8,  33*9-55 

Bddcbt. 
Senate  : 

Obs.  as  to  distribution  of  papers,  1714 
Question  by  i^en^^^^  Pearce,  dlsj^butioa 
of  papers  in  Senate,  1684  -J 


July  S,  1907,  to  June  5,  190S. 
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TUASORT — ecniiHued. 

Budget — eonHnmed. 

Hamse  of  RefresentattPes : 

Date  of  resnmiDg  d^ate  on,  obs.^  i743'4 
Papers  ordered  to  be  printed,  1678 
Budget  delivered  by  Sir  W.  Lyne,  1625; 
debated  1678,  ata^,  2a6a,  2314,  3348, 
MS},   »579-   ^55.    2691,    a8o7,  3905, 
3965,  a999,  3105,  3175,  3269 
QuestioD  by  Mr.  J-   Cook,  date  of  de> 
livery  of,  977;  conrideratioa  of,  1716 

-Candidates'  JPasliamen-taby)  Expenses  of. 
Senate  : 

Refund  of,  where  electiotu  voided,  suf- 

fly,  8988,  10304 
Questions  by  Senator  St.  Ledger,  expenses 

of  Mr.  f.  V.  O'Loghlin  and  Senator 

Vardon,  8286;  Senator  McGregor,  9421, 

taioi 

//oitse  of  Refresentaiives : 

Refund  of,  where  elections  voided,  suf- 
fly,  1808,  8965,  9771,  9773,  988S,  II3I6, 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  J.  T.  Brown,  payment  of  expenses 
where  elections  voided,  977 

Mr.  Chanter,  expenses  of  Mr.  T.  Ken- 
nedy, 10180,  11421 

Mr.  Poynton,  recognition  of  claim  of 
widow  of  Mr.  Crosby,  978 

■Coinage. 

Senate : 

Questions  by — 
Senator  Pearce,  silver  coinage,  8329; 
Commonwealth  silver  coinage  and 
estimated  profits,  8309 ;  early  estab- 
lishment of  silver  coinage  mint,  and 
making  of  "blanks"  for  cartridges 
therein,  9237 ;  reports  on  feasibility 
of.  97Q6.  10255 
Senator  Needham,  decimal  coinage,  in- 
troduction of,  10369 

House  of  Representatives  : 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Bamford,  coinage  of  silver,  Com- 
monwealth currency,  2235 

Mr.  Bowdcn,  minting,  pending  erection 
of  Mint  in  Federal  Capital,  10178-9 

Mr.  Knox,  minting  of  silver,  copper, 
and  bronze,  11424 

Mr.  D.  Thomson,  decimal  system,  11325; 
Mr.  Knox,  11424 

COHPBNSATiON,  Payment  of. 
.    Senate : 

To  representatives    of    officers,  suffly, 
11620 

House  of  RefretentaHves: 

To    representatives   of    officers,  suffty^ 

5790-*.  5797.  '0153.  >I390 
|5ee  Defence  and  PosnusTEt-GENnAL ; 

also  OfFICKKS  COMPENSATIOlt  Bnx 
under  Bnxs.] 


Teeasurt — eoKtintted. 

ESTIHATCS  of  KkvENUB  AMD  ExPENDITimB. 
Senate : 

Delay  in  dealing  with,  suffly,  101691 
10282,  10393 

House  of  Refresentaiives: 
Del^  in  dealing  with,  tuft^yt  6a8o*3( 

Message  from  Govemor-General  tronimit- 
ting  estimates  of  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture, and  estimates  of  expenditure  for 
additions,  new  works,  buildings,  ftCt 
for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1908* 
imd  recommending  appropriation  ac- 
cordingly, 1625 

Message  from  Governor-General  trans- 
mitting additional  estimates  of  expendi- 
ture for  additions,  new  works,  and  build- 
ings for  year  ending  30th  june^  1908, 
3507>  10136;  and  for  the  years  ended 
3otb  June,  1906  and  1907,  and  recom- 
mending appropriations  accordingly, 
10177 

Message  from  Govemor-Geoeral  trans- 
mitting Additional  Estimates  of  Expen- 
diture for  year  ending  30th  June,  1908, 
and  recommending  appropriations  ac- 
cordingly, 10136;  and  for  the  years 
ended  30th  June,  1906  and  1907,  and 
recommending  appropriations  accord- 
ingly, 10177 

Reduction     of     departmental  estimates, 

exfl.,  11635,  11704-7 
Questions  by — 

Mr.    Bamford,   early  consideration  of 
New  Works  and  Buildings  Estimates, 
1866;  Mr.  Frarer,  2312 
Mr.  J.  Cook,  date  of  presentation  of 
Additional  Kstimates,  10078 

Expenditure. 
Senate  : 

Departmental,  growth  of,  supply,  10273-4 
Details  of  increases,  suffly,  10264-6 
Effect  of  Federal  un  siaaller  States,  ad- 
dress, TQO 

Increase  of,  address,  285;  supply,  1833^, 

3807-21,   3844,    1901.    Vil2-22,  II474 

Motion  by  Senator  Pearce  for  return  as 
to  States  and  Commonwealth  loan  and 
revenue  expenditure,  3233 

Provision  for  "Contingencies"  in  Supply 
Bill  (No.  2),  supply,  1947-55;  in  Supply 
Bill  (No.  3),  supply,  5784-7-9-90;  io 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  suffly,  6288;  in 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i)  1908-9,  suf^y, 
12141 

House  of  Representatives : 

Departmental,  increase  of,  tuffly,  9957- 

66-74,  11262-300,  11374 
Effect  of  sugar  bounty  on,  suffly,  1779; 
Budget,  2130,  a349-5t,  2371,  2603,  2696: 

^-Pth'  3308 

Estimate  for  current  year,  Budget,  1631 
Expenditure  of  which  States  have  beea 

relieved,  supply.  1308-9 
•    Expenditure   on    public   works,  Budget, 
1633,  1635-6,  2461,  2501,  II263,  II4<^ 
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Thea  soky — continued. 
Expenditure — eoniinued. 

Growth  of  Commonwealth  expeaditure, 
address,  350;  suffty,  1778;  Budget, 
1638,  2349,  2370-1,  2396-7,  2458-9,  2Q15, 
297»-7»  3i"-'7-»9.  3'99>  33^4 ;  s^ff^y. 
33M-3»-4-43 

IncteaK  in  States  expenditure,  Budget, 
1634,  2580,  331700  J  suffly,  3304-9> 
33aa-4-9,  333o-»-5.  3357-^  i  3361-2; 
exfl.,  3411-19 

Payment  for  public  works,  'method  of, 
Budget,  3041;  suffiy,  3331-2,  3335-7; 
payment  for  out  of  Treasurer's  Advance 
Account,  suf^y,  12188-90 ;  inadequacy 
of  funds  provided  for,  luffly,  11281, 
11293,  "1*95 

Provision  for  "  Contingencies,"  in  Supply 
Bill  (No.  2).  suffiy,  1777-8,  1808 

Per  cafHa  system  of,  Budget,  333i-a-7 

Statement  of  certain  Expenditure  for 
Works  and  Buildings  not  provided  for 
on  Estimates^  but  urgently  required, 
laid  on  table  by  Sir  W.  Lyne,  750a; 
m.,  that  paper  be  printed,  moved  and 
debated,  7504;  agreed  to,  750S 

Motion  by  Mr.  D.  Thomson  for  return 
as  to  services  transferred  and  to  be 
transferred,  expenditure  on,  agreed  to, 

QuCiition  by — 

Sir  ].  Forrest,  preparation  of  statement 
showing  Federal  and  State  revenue 
and  expenditure,  and  other  new  ex* 
penditure,  9099 

FiDERATioN,  Cost  of. 
House  of  Refreteniatives  : 

Per  head  of  population.  Budget^  1637, 
2976 

FiNANCB  :  RELATIONS  WITH  STATES. 
Senate: 

Distribution    of    expenditure    on  public 

works,  suffly,  3803 
Financial  relations  of  Commonwealth  and 
States,  (including  payments  to  States), 
address,  12,  51,  58,  60,  149,  291,  294, 
398;  suffly,  3806-31,  3843,  3907,  1027a. 

3-4.  ii475-8a-5-90-5ot>*>5-*o»  >i6m-»7 
Payments  to  States  during  financial  year, 

suffly  i  10262,  10272 
Questions  by — 

Senator  demons,  statement  contained  in 
table  XVlII.of  Bulletin  TJo.  11  issued 
by  Government  Stalistitian  as  to  pay- 
ment by  and  to  the  States,  7974-6 ; 
financial  relations  of  Commonwealth 
and  States,  opportunity  to  discuss, 
11381 

Senator  Croft,  claim  by  Premier  of 
Tasmania  for  refund  of  revenue,  and 
reference  to  other  States,  933;  Senator 
Findley,  3462 ;  Senator  Pearce,  775a, 
7850;  Senator  Stewart,  7753 

Senator  (.iivena,  paymenis  to  States, 
353 ;  and  Treasurer's  forecast,  Senator 
St.  Ledger,  7976 

Senator  de  I,argte,  refunds  of  revenue 
to  Tasmania  and  Western  Australia, 
8365 

Senator  Dobson,  distribution  of  paper 
on,  by  Tasmaoian  Statistician,  746 


1^^%vsax--eoniinued, 

Finance  :  Relations  with  States — eontinued. 

House  of  Refresentatives  : 

Distribution  of  expenditure  on  public 
works,  suffly,  3334 

Effect  of  Federation  on  finances  of 
Western  Australia,  3220-1 

Fwancial  Proposals  by  Sir  }.  Forrest, 
when  Treasurer,  exfl.,  10966-7 

Financial  relations  of  Commonwealth 
and  States  (including  payments  to 
States),  address,  161,  222-5,  ^3<*-3>  33*» 
350»  <777;  Budget,  1643,  2126-9-30, 
2349.  2354-6,  2373.  3396-8,  2458-9-04, 
2495-01,  2583,  2692.3-S,  3715,  2S21.5, 
3906-7,  2922,  293465,  2971-7,  3007  15. 
3036-4*.  3»»6,  3i2i(,  3185-6-9,  inw. 
3200;  suffly,  33~>3-'-'.  333S-3<-**.  3339-60. 
11364 

Financial  relations  willi  States,  submis- 
sion of  Government  scheme  before  pre- 
sentation to  Conference,  cis.,  10784 

Inter-State  Customs  and  Excise  adjust- 
ments. Budget,  1630,  2974 

Memorandum  Government  proposals  re-ad* 
justment  financial  relations  laid  on  table 
and  debated  on  m.,  that  papers  be 
printed,  to8o8;  m.  agreed  to,  1081 1 

Monthly  balances,  payment  to  States,  ois,, 
11734-6;  ad;.,  motion  ruled  out  of  order, 
"744 

Payments  to  Tasmania  to  obviate  Inter- 
state certificates,  Budget,  i6aQ 

Premiers*  Conference,  statenient  oy  Prime 
Minister  as  to  Surplus  Revenue  Bill, 
exfl.,  11787-8 

Services  and  expenditure,  m.  by  Mr. 
Crouch   for  return,  11526 

Surplus  revenue  returned  to  States,  Bud- 
get, 1627-39,  1643 

Surplus  revenue,  payment  of  to  States, 
adj.,  II734-*;  fxfl.,  11787 

Questions  by — 

Mr,  J.  Cook,  deductions  from  monthly 
payments  to  States,  6430;  States  com- 
pelled to  pay  interest  on  transferred 
properties  out  of  their  three-fOurths 
if  Surplus  Revenue  Bill  passed, 
11786;  statement  by  Prime  Minister 
at  Premiers'  Conference,  10964 ;  Mr. 
B.  Smith,  10964 

Mr.  Crouch,  Government's  financial  pro- 
posals, services  to  be  taken  over,  11430 

Sir  J.  Forrest,  financial  relations  with 
States,  Government's  proposals,  9099; 
submission  to  Parliament  and  oppor* 
tuntty  to  consider  before  presenta- 
tion to  Conference,  9846,  10534;  Mr. 
W.  H.  Irvine,  9846,  11328;  Mr. 
Willis,  11016 ;  Sir  J.  Forrest,  amdt. 
of  Constitution  to  provide  for  pro- 
posed changes,  9390,  11016;  payments 
in  perpetuity,  11016 

Sir  J.  Forrest,  surplus  revenue,  monthly 
balance,  payment  to  States,  11736-8- 
11741-88;  Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  11738; 
Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine,  11738-40;  Mr.  At- 
kinson, 11788;  Mr.  Johnson,  notice  to 
States*  Treasurers,  11739 ;  Mr. 
BatcheloT,  11785  ;JMr.  Reidj  statement 
by  PrinWgftle»8^Aj6>©gle 


July     190r,  to  Jwu  S,  1908. 
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TRBiSUKV — Continued. 
Finance :  RelatioDs  with  StsXa—ceniinued. 
Questions  by — 
Sir  P.  Fysh,  surplus  leveaue,  statemeot  ' 
by  Treasurer  on  Additional  Estimates 
as  to  distribution  ofj  10463 
Mr.  Hutchison,  return  showing  adjust- 
ment  of    revenue   between  Common- 
wealth  and   States   in   June  of  each 
year,   11784;  Sir  J.   Forrest,  amount 
returnable  10  Slates  in  June  if  Sur- 
plus Keveaue  Bill  not  passed,  11784; 
Mr.  Poynton,  surplus  revenue  paid  to 
States,  117115:  Mr.  D.  Thomson,  pro- 
portion   represented    by   interest  on 
transferred  properties,  11785;  amount 
of  interest  that  should  have  been  paid, 
117S6;  Mr.  I'oynton,  transfer  of  debts 
to  cover  valut;  of  transferred  proper- 
ties,   117S6;   excess   payments  of  re- 
venue  to  States  and  payments  out  of 
revenue  for  public  works,  trgai 

Mr.  W.  11.  Irvine,  decrease  in  balances 
paid  to  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria 

for  April,  rgoS,  10751 

Mr.  Knox,  transfer  of  debts,  Treasurer's 
memon-tadum,   10875  >  J-  Cook, 

Cabinet  approval  and  Prime  Minister's 
approval  of  Sir  J.  Forrest's  scheme, 
10875;  Mr.  B.  Smith,  Argus  summary 
of  Treasurer's  memorandum,  10876 

Mr.  King  Q'Malley,  monthly  payments 

and  loans  to  States,  12151 
Mr.  B.  Smith,  delay  in  printing  Mr. 

O'Malley's     scheme,      10524 ;  Mr. 

Thomas,  1046a 

Mr.  Storrer,  amount  paid  to  New  South 
Wales  since  Federation,  and  Mr.  W. 
H.  Irvine,  method  of  computation, 
11742 

Mr.  Reid,  further  Conference  of  States 
Premiers  to  settle  financial  relations, 
11787;  supply  of  official  reports  of 
Conference,  12040 

Mr.  D.  Thomson,  debt^  uf  Slates  and 
payments  to  Commonwealth,  11159 

Mr.  H.  Willis,  financial  relations  with 
States,  Mr.  Harper's  scheme,  11016 

\See  "  Revenue  "  j  also  "  State  Debts."] 

OCABANTBBS,  FiDEI.ITV. 

Seitatt: 

Question    by    Senator   Stewart,  fidelity 
guarantee  fund,  11471 

House  0f  Refretei^aiivei: 

Suffly,  10412-5 

IKTORANCE. 
House  of  Kefresentatives: 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Watkins.  commission  to  inquire  into 

business  methods  of  companies,  12158 
Mr.  Maloney,  Citizens   Life  Assurance 
Company,  12200 

F.SWKk— I 


tVMJiSavi—eontmufd. 

INCKEUENTS,  Payment  of. 
House  of  Refresentatives : 
Suffly,  1798;  Budget,  2350,  2369,  2502-5, 
2506,    2817;    suffly,    2651-2;  Budget, 
3042-4,  3120-2,  3r99,  3270,  3296,  3398 
Questions    by    Mr.    Frarer,    2689;  Mr. 
Mathews,    6812 ;    Mr,    Poynton,  7026, 
7171,  9581;  Mr.  C;uts,  7464 

Old-ace  Pensions. 
Senate : 

Motion  by  Senator  Dobson  that  Bill  pro- 
viding for  a  compulsory  scheme  of  life 

assurance,  old-age  pensions,    and  sick 

allowance  be  introduced  as  soon  as  con- 
venient, moved,  4174;  debated, 
6006 

Proviaon   for,  address,    14,   51,  78>  '4*t 

251-3,  276-8,  285,  294-5,  478;  ffpy. 

1834,  1848,  3820.1 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Neild,  speech  by  Mr.  Mauger, 
inability  to  pav  old-age  pensions,  8507 
Senator  Pcarce,  cottage  homes  for  pen- 
sioners, I2tOO 
Senator  W.  Russell,  date  of  introduc- 
tion of  Bill,  9422 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Assistance  of  Opposition  in  expediting 
passing  of  Bill,  obs..  119^(2 

Borrowing  to  provide  tor,  Budget,  2375 

Delay  in  introducing  Federal  system, 
suffly,  1779-80 

Estimated  expenditure  on,  m,,  by  Mr. 
Crouch,  for  return,  11526 

Federalization  without  altering  Constitu- 
tion, obs.,  8933-5 

Intentions  of  Government,  adj.f  1744 

Motion  by  Mr,  Maloney,  pensions  tor  re- 
ward of  bravery,  694 

Amdt.  by  Mr.  fisher  00  formal  sup- 
ply m.,  that  the  passing  of  a  measure 
to  give  ellcct  to  the  expressed  will  of 
the  people  is  an  urgent  public  duty, 
moved,  9300 ;  debated,  9306 ;  amdt. 
by  Mr.  Wilks,  that  efieci  be  given 
to  such  expressed  will  of  (he  people  this 
session,  and  further  amdt.  by  Ur. 
McDonald  that  in  the  event  of  funds 
from  Customs  taxation  being  insuffi- 
cient, the  necessary  funds  be  raised  by 
taxation  on  unimproved  value  of  land, 
9350 ;  amdt.  by  Mr.  Watkins  that 
Government  should  "  take  steps  towards 
giving "  effect  to  expressed  will  of 
people,  9351.  Resolved,  that  the  passing 
of  a  measure  to  give  effect  to  the  ex- 
pressed will  of  the  people  is  an  urgent 
public  necessity,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  take  steps  towards  giving 
effect  to  such  will  of  the  people  this 
session,  9352 

Old-age   Pensions  and  Braddon  Sectlbn. 

exfl.,  2654 
Provision  for,  address,  87-8,  127-8,  161-6, 
186-7,  MS.  222,  224,  234,  325,  331,  338, 
347;   Budget,   1643.  2131,  2374-5,  24S8, 

2487-8,   2580-3,    2605,^20-1,    Mffl,  3004, 

3034-.S.  3"6igi5fa7byift!SOOgTC 
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Old-age  Pensioos — eeniinued. 
Questions  by — 

Sir  John  Forrest,  amendment  of  Bill, 
iao39 

Mr.  Mahon,  distribation  of  New  South 
Wales  pension,  352 

Mr.  Maloney,  imprisonment  for  non- 
compliance with  orders  under  Vic- 
torian  Act,  10482 

Mr.  Hutchison,  priority  of  Federal  lyt- 

tem  over  uniform  postage,  880 

Mr.  Sampson,  funds  available  for, 
11918 

Mr.  Wilson,  notice  of  m,,  by  Mr. 
Fisher,  9298;  allocation  of  ;^'472,ooo 
to  old-age  pension  fund,  if  ijurplus 
Revenue  Bill  is  passed,  11785;  trans, 
fer  to  fund  of  amount  to  be  appro- 
priated under  Naval  Defence  Hill, 
1 1790 

Sir  J.    Forrest,    old-age    pensions  and' 

land  taxation,  9389-90 
Mr.  Tudor,  comparative  statement  as  to 

old-age  pensions,  13038 

Paper. 

Houie  of  Representatives: 

Printing  paper,  where  purcTiased,  supfly, 
10371 

Question  by  Mr.  D,  Thomson,  tenders  for, 
10081 ;  Mr.  Mathews,  tenders  for  blot- 
ting paper,  iicjja 

Paitkbnt  for  Services. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Salmon,  payment  (or  ser- 
vices rendered  to  States,  7297 

Printing. 
Stnate : 

Government  Printinf;  Office  ;  Unsatisfac- 
tory Arrangements  for  Commonwealth 
Printing,  suffly,  4051-9;  Boy  Labour 
and  the  Minimum  ^Vage,  suffly,  8989- 

93 

Motion  by  Senator  Needham,  that  com- 
petent linotype  operators  with  twelve 
months'  service  and  over  be  placed  on 
classified  list  of  public  servants,  moved, 
3829;  debated,  ^833,  5397;  negatived. 

New  linotype  machines,  suffly,  11514 
Plant  owned  by  Commonwealth,   m,  by 
Senator  Needham  for  return  as  to,  11865 
Unclassified  employis,  suffly,  10371 
Vote  of  "Contingencies"  for  Government 
Printer,  suffly,   1947,  6352 ;  and  sala- 
ries, suffly,  8988-9 
•     Vote  of  ;^500  for  salaries,  suffly,  635a; 
allowances  for  services  by  States  officers, 
suffly,  8989,  10370,  1 1514 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Croft,  printing  of  Year-Bcek, 
^ycfj ;     establishment     of  'Conunon- 
wealth  office,  7793 


Treasury — continued. 
Printing — continued. 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Findley,  overtime.  Government 
Printing  Office,  Victoria,  830 ;  printing 
of    Commonwealth    Statistics,    1 130 ; 
high  class   printing,   1131 ;   oojs  u 
readers'   assistants,  5858^ ;  employes 
receiving   less   than   minimum  wage, 
8076,  8104-5 

Senator  Findley,  strike  of  boys  at  Vic- 
torinn  Government  Printing  Office 
and  employment  of  boys  on  night 
duty,  7793-3 ;  Senator  Neild,  7793 

Senator  Neild,  printing  of  postage 
stamps,  7565 

Senator  Neild,  sale  of  stationery  by 
Government  Printer,  3514,  2615; 
Senator  Pearce,  2615 

Haute  of  Refresentatives: 

Leave  to  temporary  employes,  obs.,  7538-40 

Printing  of  rolls  for  New  South  Wales  in 
Melbourne,  suffly,  9970-1 

Printing  of  Seven  Colonies,  suffly,  3590 

Printing  of  Postage  Stamps,  suffly,  3591-6 

Purchase  of  machinery  and  establithmeat 
of  Commonwealth  Frirttng  Oflke.  smf- 

fy*  3589-98 

Sale  of  Commonwealth  Statutes,  suffly, 

3596 

Stamp  printing,  suffly,  9970-4 
Questions  by — 
Mr.   Palmer,  lenders    for  Government 
Printing  and  use  of    labotir  saving 
machinery,  4310,  4413 

Mr.   McDonald,    tenders    for  printing 

Year-Booi,  4412 

Mr.  Catts,  sweating  in  Goremmeat 
Printing  Office,  Sydney,  6133,  6594-5, 
6813;  cost  of  printing  reports  oflm- 
pcrial  Conference  and  Mr.  Beale's 
report,  6813 

Mr.  Maloney,  wages  of  labourers,  11421 
Mr.  Mnloney,  leave  to  casual  emp,loy^ 
74*5 

Mr.   Tudor,  overtime   for  messeogen, 

6813 


RCCKIPTS   AND  EXPKNDRCSE. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Presentation  of  Treasurer's  statement  of, 
7457 

Revenue. 
Senate  : 

Effect  of  Federation  on  revenue  of  Tas- 
mania, address,  ta,  372-3,  .t<)7-8 

Effect  of  new  Tariff  oa  revenue,  Tarif, 
7576.  7594.  76*".  7608 


JiUy  3,  1907,  to  June  5,  1908. 
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Tbususy — continued. 
Revenue — continued. 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Croft,  claim  by  Premier  of  Tas- 
mania for  refuod  of,  and  reference 
to  other  States,  933 ;  Senator  Findley, 
3463;  Senator  Pcarce,  7752;  Senator 
Stewart,  7753 

Senator  de  Largic,  rcfumls  to  Tasmania 
and  Western  Australia,  8365 

Senator  Millen,  preparation  of  return 
showing  effect  of  new  Tariff  on  re- 
venue, 7791,  7926 

Senator  Pulsford,  revenue   from  ships 
stores,    10351 ;    from   spirits,  tobacco,' 
cigars,  and  cigarettes,  10370 

Bnue  of  RefretentaHvet: 

Details  of,  for  1906-7,  Budget,  1627,  1630 
Distribution  on  fer  cafita   baiii,  Bndgett 

2<>o3,  2974-5.  3040 
Effect  of  Dew  Tariff  on,  Budget,  3396-8, 

2499 

Effect  of  new  Tariff  on  States*  revenue, 

Budget,  1638,  2979 
Estimates    for    current    ye«.  Budget. 

1638-9-30,  2398 
Principal  causes  of  increase,  Budget,  2129, 

3451-4-8,  2659 
Receipts  per  head  of  population.  Budget, 

163 1 

Return  from  sugar  duties,  Budget,  1628-9, 
3607 

Services  transferred  and  to  be  transferred, 
m.,  for  return  as  to  revenae  from,  11709 
Underestimates  of,  eddress,  87 
Questions  by- 
Sir  J.    Forrest,    preparation    of  state- 
ment showing  Federal  and  State  re- 
venue and  expenditure,  and  other  new 
expenditure,  9099 
Mr.  Reid,  Senate's  requests,  effect  on, 
10751 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine,  decrease  in  returns 
for  April,  10751  ;  publication  of 
quarterly  returns,  10751 

[See  "  Finance";  also  "  BotnmEs," 
and  "  Sugar  Industby."] 

States  Debts. 
Senate  : 

Transfer  of,  address.  12,  58,  601  140*  331; 

supi/y,  3808,  3817.  63<3 
House  of  Representatives : 

Arrangements  for  transfer,  tuffly,  1643-4 
Transfer  of,  address,  125,  161,  331-3, 
462;  Budget,  2355,  3497,  2584-6,  2697, 
*737-4o>  2821,  3821-5,  39»6-S,  2977-80, 
30024,  3195-6;  suffly,  3316-8,  3329, 
3342-55 
Questions  bv — 

Mr.  Willis,  date  of  introduction  of  Bill 
for  transfer  of,  8816;  Mr.  McDonald, 
9764;  Mr.  Willis,  preparation  and 
presentation  of  Government  scheme, 
10700 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith,  power  of  Common- 
wealth to  secure  better  terms,  9764 

Hr.  Thomas,  presentation  and  printing 
of  papet  by  Mr.  O'Malley,  10462 

{See  FiNANCB.] 


TbCasukv — continued. 
Som-T. 
Senate: 

Term  of  grant  of,  w^^j',  1833-61,  1930-47 
House  of  Refresentattves : 

Additional  Estimates  1905-6,  1906-7,  Addi- 
tional Estimates  for  Additions,  New 
Works,  and  Buildings,  1905-6  and  1906-7, 
11418 

Additional  Estimates,  11316,  11262,  11357, 
1 1390 

Additions,  New  Works,  and  Buildings, 
3302,  3433,  3509,  3589,  3623,  3735,  11403  J 
ad.  ref..  11418 

Committee  of,  84,  1775,  3302,  3423,  3509, 
3589,    3622,    3735,    5783,    6279,  8830, 

8964.  9393.  948^.  9597.  9686,  9768,  9875, 
9957,  10083,  10136,  10181 

Supply : 

Attorney-General,  9725,  11364 

Defence,  3446.  359*.  i^77>  3735.  9997. 

10082,  11390,  1140S 
hxieroal  Affairs  3tjib,  3623,  8966,  9393, 

9482,  9597,  9686,  1 1357 
Home   Affairs,  3302,  3423,  9768,  9875, 

11365,  11403 
Post  and  Telegraph,  3456,  3509,  10136, 

10181,  11391,  11408 
The  P:irliament,  S964,  11216,  1126a 
Trade  and  Customs,  3435,  9983,  11376 
Treasury,  35S9,  9957,  11374 
Formal,  2891-05,  4S43,  9300;  (amdt.,  as  to 
Old-age  Pensions,  9300-52),  10401 ;  m., 
to  postpone  consideration  of  order  of 
the  day,   10401 ;  amdt.,  providing  for 
appointment   of    Royal    Commission  to 
inquire    into    Postmaster-General's  De- 
partment, 10406-61,  10464;  m.,  to  post- 
pone consideration  of  order  of  the  day, 
10464-82,    ri33o ;    amdt.,    as    to  Select 
Committee,  Freeman  and  Wallace  case, 
moved,  11330;  debated,  11332-57 
Formal  motion  negatived,  9S9,  1977,  3854, 
10703 

Senate's  power  to  grant,  address,  167 
Term  of   grant   of.   suffly,  1775-1808, 
5793 

Sdkplus  Revenue  Bill. 

House  0 / '  Refresentatives : 

Question  by  Sir  John  Forrest,  date  of,  an., 
9479 
Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Mitlen,  intention  to 
proceed  with,  11381 

\See  FINANCE;  also  Bills.] 
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Senate : 

Direct  Taxation,  suffly.  3813,  3817-30-3, 
3848-9 ;  Tariff  as  a  lever  to  secure* 
Tari-ff,  7604-5 

Obs.  by  Senator  Best,  as  to  motion  by 
Senator  McCoIl  for  return  showing  in- 
come tax  paid  and  unpaid,  1233;  m., 
for  return  moved  by  Senator  McColl, 
1375;  debated,  1276;  negatived,  .1279 
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Tkusubx — cotUinued. 

Taxation — continued. 

Present  system  of,  suffly,  ii6n 
Progressive  land  tax,  address,  79, 

i^,  a54.         388-90,  369-70,  379,  394, 

476 

State  taxation  of  Federal  salariet,  ad- 
dreiSt  IS,  16,  61,  75-6,  284 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Direct,  address^  205,  232.  351 ;  Budget, 
a37S-6»  MS^.  2501-2,  2676-7,  2691,  a8i4> 
2915,  2925-34,  2965-77-8.  3<»39-44-5«  3"2, 

3137.  3*90-7.  3a»S.  33*7 
ProgieBsive  land  tax,  address,  127,  165, 
188,  319,  324;  Budget,  8369,  1454-7. 
2491,  2501-2,  2581,  2676-7,  2716,  8719, 
2735-6.  2814-5,  2976,  3005,  3034,  3199, 
3203 

State  taxation  of  Federal  salariea,  ad- 
dresi,  191 

Questions  by — 

Mr.    Crouch,   rate^  of   Statei  income 
tax,  1279 

Sir  John   Forrest,   land   taxation  and 

Ministerial  votes,  9380-00 
Mr,   O'Malley,   for  <iefence  purpoKs, 

11628 

Transfeksed  PROnSTIBS. 
Senate  : 

Payment  for,  suffly,  3817,  3823;  payment 
of  interest  on,  suffiy,  3907 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Payment  for,  Budget,  2373,  3740;  payment 
of  interest  on.  Budget,  2^,  3701 


Tkeasurv — continued. 
TKEASLltXK'S  AOVANCB  ACCODSTr. 
Senate  : 

Position  of,  supfiy,  138,  11689-91,  12141 
House  of  RefresentaHveM  1 

Contingencies  in  No.  5  Supply  Bill,  suf- 
fly,  8843 

Position  of,  suf^y.  84-5,  1785,  1795,  179S, 

121S2-96 

Works  lor  which  provision  made  io  Sup- 
ply Bill  No.  r  i9o8-9,  suffiy,  i3igo-6 

Question  by  Mr.  Maloney,  paying  omcers* 
arrears  out  of,  988 

Trust  Funds. 
Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  PuUford,  where  de- 
posited, and  interest  on,  10253 

Ways  and  Means. 

House  of  Refresentalnes : 
Formal  motion,  4843-70,  5692-712 
Resumption  of  business  uftcr  count-ontt 
725" 

Resolution  of  Committee  ol,  85,  1809, 
10251,  11418 

Committee  of  [Budget,  and  Customs  and 
Excise  Tarifs),  1625,  1678,  2124,  2263, 
2314,  2348,  2451,  2579,  2655,  2691,  2807, 
2905,  2965,  2999,  3JOS.  317s,  3269; 
[Tariff),  3974,  4087,  4200,  4281,  4311, 
44»3.  45*9.  4623,  4650,  4749,  4870,  4928, 
4959,  5046,  5131,  5410,  5240,  5339,  5417, 

5497.  5601,  57".  5736.  5804,  59M.  0033. 

6009,   6524,   6596,   6678,    67^,  68r4, 

6835,  6896,  6968,  7028,  7118,  7r7i,  7351, 
73Qr,  7418 


Printed  and  Publi^ed  for  the  Govtoxmknt  of  the  CViMMOgWEA^-Ta^HEPCWrfc 
by  J.  Ksui>,  Government  Printer  for  the  8tot«  oiF  Vicb^a.  o 


a  .r  ji  - 


*    s  U.  i 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Googl 


iniiiufliiiii 

3  g01&  09041  mo2 


Digitized  by 


